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VYoKOHAMA: SATURDAY, JAN. 4TH, 1896. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
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Tue New Year was very quietly celebrated in 
Yokohama. rns 

Mr. Onicasui Gitetsu has been elected Presi- 
dent of the Omi Railway Co, | 


T.1H. Princesses Tsung and Kang were re- 
ceived by T.I.M. the Emperor and Empress on 
the 27th ult. 
Mr. Yamaza, Secretary of the Japanese Lega- 
tion in England, left Tokyo on the 28th ult. 
for his post. 
Turee hundred and sixty soldiers belonging 
to the Fourth Army Division left Osaka on the 
27th alt. for Formosa. 


Dourgin@ a severe storm on the night of the 
27th ult. a few boats were wrecked in Shina- 
gawa Bay, but no lives were lost. 


Taz Minister of Finance permitted, on the 
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28th ult., the establishment of a bank promoted 
by the silk merchants of Yokohama. 





Ceerain residents of Osaka are contemplat- 
ing the establishment of a thread manufacturing 
company with a capital of yen 2,500,000. 


HE Naval Authorities propose to increase the 
number of torpedo boats to over one hundred, 
and the work has been commenced at the 
Yokosuka Naval Yard. 


At the Christmas meeting of the Yokohama 
Literary Society on Friday evening special 
papers on Christmas were read by Messrs. W. 
F. Page and Cahusac. 


No news is to hand of the missing steamer 
Bonnington. H.M.S. Edgar who has been in 
search of her for over a week past returned to 
Yokohama on Saturday. 





NxvER since the appointment of Mr.N, Morgin 


have there been so few fires between Christmas 
and New Year's Day. 


Mr. Hosoxawa Junicuigo, and Viscount Kai- 
yeda, Privy Councillors, have been decorated 


the Sacred Treasure. 


Tue Jdsumi Maru sighted a large Spar and 
other wreckage at 10.10 p.m. on the 3st ult., 
between Oshima and Omaisaki, but nothing is 
known as to what vessel they belonged. 


HE marriage of Mr. Hachisuka Masaoki, son 
of Marquis Hachisuka, and Miss Fude-ko, 
youngest daughter of the ex-Shogun, Tokugawa 
Keiki, took place in Tokyo on the 26th ult, 


A LANDSLIP occurred at Kamo, Minamibanbara 
District, Niigata Prefecture, on the 2oth ult., 


Tue Authorities have decided to station gen- 
darmes at Yokohama, and some officers of the 
corpsin Tokyo proceeded to Yokohama two or 
three days ago to inspect the positions available 
for a station. 
Tue Nippon Yusen Kaisha has resolved to 
abolish the agency established with the house 
of Tata at Bombay, and to open a branch there, 
with Mr. Yasui, the present agent at Otaru, as 
manager. 


H.I.M. tog Empress, who was to proceed to 
the Aoyama Palace to congratulate H.I.M. 
the Empress-Dowager on the close of the year, 
has been prevented from doing so through in- 
disposition. —_— 





ed 


A GENERAL meeting of shareholders of the 
Yokohama Dock Co.,, will take place on January 
16th, when matters connected with the increase 
of the capital from yer 500,000 to yen 1,500,000 
will be discussed. 


eae + eee 


URGKON-GENERAL Baron Hasuimoto Tsuna- 
TSUNE has received the Double Rising Sun with 
wn annual pension of yer 500 in recugnition of 
the distinguished services rendered by him 
during the late war. 


Marsaat Count Nozu, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Imperial Guards, has been appointed 
Field Marshal for the New Year’s review of 
troops to be held on January 8th. Colonel 
Tsuchiya will be Chief of the Staff. 


A SILK exporting office is to be opened in the 
former office of the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha at 
Yokohama, and all silk manufactured by the 
Mitsui Gomei Kaisha is to be exported through 
the office, commencing this year. A deputy of 
the Mitsui Co. has been dispatched to America 





Google 


as Superintendentof the Yokohaina Fire Brigade 


with the First Class of Merit and the Order of 


and a house was buried beneath the débris, a 
man and three women being crushed to death. 


feteate Vou. XXV. 


on business connected with the opening of the 
export office. 


A Navat Court of Inquiry was held on Friday 
and Saturday last into the conduct of the Master 
and Chief Officer of the British steamer Zsis in 
connection with the collision with the American 
ship William H. Macy. They were acquitted 
of all blame. 





Tue total number of persons attacked by 
cholera in the Empire up to the 2and ult. was 
56,582, of whom 39,975 died. The epidemic 
raged most severely between Angust 17th and 
the 37th, during which period over 700 cases 
and 400 deaths were reported in one day. 


Mr. Hara Roxuro and thirty-four other pro- 
moters have applied to the authorities for per- 
mission to establish a company with a capital 
of yes 500,000 for the purpose of constructing a 
railway between Furuse, Kuzu-mura, Kuzukaml- 
gun, and Kita-mura, Oyodo-mura, Yoshino-gun. 


REuTER telegraphs :—There is a general dis- 
quiet in business circles owing to heavy foreign 
selling caused by a semi-panic in the New York 
market, which has led to several prominent 
failures. President Cleveland, in a fresh Mes. 
sage to Congress, states that the continued 
export of gold demands immediate action to 
protectthe Treasury Reserve. The U.S. Senate 
has passed a resolution ordering the Finance 
Committee to enquire into the expediency of 
opening the Mints to the free coinage of silver. 
The Senate has passed the Venezuela Bill 
which was brought forward by the :House of 
Representatives. The losses caused by the re- 
cent panic in New York have been estimated at 
one thousand million of dollars, and the panic is 
ascribed to President Cleveland's policy with re- 
gard to Venezuela. The panic has reflected 
upon the London and Continental Bourses, 
The Mew Fork Tribune has entirely changed 
its note and urges peace, and pulpit utterances 
throughout America deprecate war. It is be- 
lieved in Washington that there will eventually 
be a peaceful and honourable settlement, A 
Turkish official despatch states that a great 
battle was fought with the Druses on Saturday, 
the 21st inst., in which the Druses lost twelve 
thousand men, and the Turkish troops one 
hundred men, Zhe Zimes, commenting upon 
the agitation in England in favour of the 
Armenians, urges that it is impossible for Great 
Britain to actalone. The House of Representa- 
tives has passed a Tariff Bill which will have 
the effect of increasing the Revenue by forty 
million dollars annually. The Turkish troops 
have captured Zeitun from the Armenian rebels. 


Tue tone of the Import trade is dull and de- 
pressed. Grey Yarns, Grey Cloth, Fancies, and 
Woollens are absolutely without life, the only 
staples possessing any semblance of motion being 
Turkey Reds and Velvets. There has also been 
but a poor business in Metals at late rates, 
and importers are loud in. their complaints 
that there is now “no money in it.” Kero- 
sene is also stagnant, buyers still hoping 
for a change in their favour, but the low stocks 
encourage holders to maintain their position. ' 
Arrivals of Brown Sugar exceed sales and prices 
have tumbled accordingly ; ordinary White is in 
similiar plight, and Refined is quiet. Exports 
are far from encouraging. With a large stock 
of Raw Silk and few-foreign buyers, values are 
lower and tending downwards: the home con- 
sumption is, however, good for the time of year. 
Buyers are waiting for farther concessions ere 
entering the Waste Silk market again. There 
is little or nothing doing in Tea. Exchange 
has been rising slowly since the New Year. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 


-—— --—-- } ---- : 
It being customary with the Japanese news- 


commencement of the year, there is a con- 


( to take a long holiday at the end and 


y 


t 


siderably smaller number of articles than usual 
to refer to this week. Most leading dailies of 


4 okyo do not come out on the 30th and 31st of 
~ December, and after the publication of a New 
_~Year's number on the 1st of January, they again 


keep holiday on the two succeeding days. One 
or two issue their New Year's number on the 


and and a few on the 3rd. The 17% is the 
only paper that does not obeerve athe exlra- 
ordinarily long vacation. It continues to appear 


\ 


without intermission from year’s end to year’s 
ead, except on Mondays and days following 
great national holidays. ‘The New Year’s num- 
ber is a great event in Japanese journalism, 
corresponding with the Christmas issues of 
European papers. All the dailies vie with each 
other in making their New Year’s numbers as 
attractive and interesting as possible by pub- 
lishing plenty of wood-cuts and entertaining 
stories as well as special illustrated supple- 
ments. The Michi Nich:’s supplement contains 
a very good phototype picture of the ‘‘ Double 
Bridge” (Nigu-basht) approach to the Imperial 
Palace. The Zokvyo Asahi issues a litho- 
graphic reproduction of Sosen’s picture of a 
monkey with a 2éshé-no-tama (a crystal ball of 
mythical properties). Pictures of monkeys are 
especially numerous in the present New. Year's 
numbers, owing tothe fact that, according tothe 
old Chinese cycle which is still in vogue here, 
the present is a Sarw (monkey) year. In con- 
nection with this circumstance, there is an in- 
teresting story illustrating a peculiar superstition 
still entertained by many Japanese women 
even of the highest classes. The year of Saru 
is from time immemorial regarded as inagus- 
-Rystonadar the celebration of marriages, because 
of the homonymity between sarw (monkey) and 
saru (to be divorced). This absurd notion still 
exercises such influence over the minds of 
many Japanese mothers, that they made great 


i efforts to marry off their daughters last year, so 


Par oad 


wAnteresting wood-cuts. 


} an eclipse. 


g 
> 


wo 


as to avoid the inconvenience of pos(jronnig the 
ceremony for another whole year. The result 
was an unusually large number of marriages 
and a brisk trade for millingss in Tokyo. To 
return to the papers, the Marnichi prints 
portraits of Count Katsu, “Field-Marshal 
Marquis Oyama, Vice-Admiral Viscount Ito, 
and Prince Konoye, with facsimiles of their hand- 
writing. The KXokumin, as usual, is rich in 
The Féé publishes, 
among other pictures, a series of caricatures of 
Marquis Ito representing the different phases of 
his recent intended resignation by the gradual 
passage of shadows over the face of the moon in 
Another political caricature in one 
of the Opposition journals is that of a show-man 
(sara-mawash:) and his monkey. Iu a mon. 


.- key’s face, with its flowing beard, we recognize 
Count Itagaki, the venerable leader of the Li- 


beral party, while the showman has the unmis- 
takable forehead and expressive features of 
Baron Ito Miyoji, Chief Secretary of the Cabi- 
net and right-hand man of the Minister Pre- 
sident. The meaning is obvious. 

e * 

Most of the vernacular papers bid farewell 
to the departing year in a tone of eminent satis- 
faction with what was achieved durinf’‘twelve 
months constituting one of the most important 
periods in’ modern Japanese history. Alone 

‘among the metropolitan dailies, the Mainich: 
cannot fora moment divest itself of narrow and 


. engrossing party prejudices. The Progsaagionist 


_gis spleen against those in power. 


Organ indeed takes this opportunity to vent 
“The year 
1895,” it says, “opened under circumstances 


_in the highest degree auspicious and promising. 


| 
| 


t 


The expeditionary forces were in the midst of a 
brilliant career both on land and sea. As 
months rolled on, the Military and Naval suc- 


| cesses became more and more brilliant, and the 


t 
x 


whole business seemed about tg be ended 
in a most satisfactory manner, when the situa- 
tion was completely changed by the incompet- 


ence of the Government in managing diploma- 
tic affairs, The blunders of the Cabinet have 
not been confined to foreign policy; equally 
unsatisfactory has been its conduct of internal 
affairs.” The Mainichi, however, does not take 
the trouble to explain its charge of domestic 
maladministration. It sinply declares that the 
result of these blunders was that a year opening 
so auspiciously ended in utter disappointment. 
* 
e « 

The Nippon writes ina similar tone of cha- 
grin and discontent in its New Year's number. 
It contrasts the commencement of the present 
year with that of 1895. ‘‘ This day last year, the 
question most eagerly discussed by the public 
was what todo with China. Engrossed with 
this all embracing problem, men paid little atten- 
tion to the petty question of Formosa. Nor was it 
possible to discuss the Korean problem without 
inviting ridicule. But ill-luck attends us where 
we leastexpectit. To-day, the Formosan ques- 
tion is considered to present grave difficulty 
and as to the Korean problem, to talk loud 
about it is deemed an offence by the authorities. 
The news that the evacuation of Liaotung has 
been completed without a hitch now forms one 
of the topics on which men congratulate each 
other!” The Msppon's disappointment does 
notend here. It is equally disgusted by what 
it calls the negligence of the Cabinet in elabo- 
rating the measures required by the situation. 
It expected that the Government would submit 
to the Diet measures relating to the settlement 
and defences of Formosa and the Pescadores, 
the construction of railways in Korea, the pro- 
tection of Japanese industries in China, the 
extension of steamship services to foreign coun- 
tries, and so forth. But none of these measures 
has been introduced, for which omission the 
Nippon strongly criticises the negligence of 
the Government. 


a * 

Our contemporary has been rather rash in 
it8 criticiam of the Government, for most of the 
Measures expected by it are obviously under 
contemplation by the authorities, as may be 
seen from the following paragraph in the 
Nichi Nichi of the 1st instant :—‘ The 
year 1895 was devoted to concluding the 
last chapters of the war, aod elaborating the 
various measures required by the situation. 
The year that has just dawned is to witness pre- 
parations for, and the carrying out of, those 
measures. The Diet is expected to pass all the 
Bills relating to peaceful undertakings as well 
as those connected with national defences. 
On these points the various parties seem to be 
for the most part agreed. As for the Govern- 
ment, by pursuing a peaceful policy, it will en- 
deavour to extend and promote the rights and 
interests of the country. It will pay special 
attention to the revision of the treaties and the 
protection and encouragement of trade and 
navigation. In foreign policy, its conduct will 
be active and intelligent. It is also important 
for the Government to devise a definite plan for 
the development and administration of Formosa. 
As to economic questions, the Cabinet has 
already completed all measures relating to 
public finance, and we doubt not that these 
measures will be approved by the Diet. The 
development of trade and the establishment of 
industries at the new treaty ports in China, 
as well as the extension of steam routes require 
independent efforts on the part of individual 
members of the community, but at the same 
time it must not be forgotten that the encourage- 
ment of the Government is important in these 
fields also. We further believe that the Govern- 
ment will not fail to elaborate measures for 
supplying cheap capital to agriculturists and 
manufacturers.” 

eo 

The Address to the Throne on the subject 
of foreign policy, introduced by the Opposition 
parties on the 28th ultimo, has been the most 
prominent topic of discussion during the week. 
The Vicki Nicht tears the Address to pieces. 
If, it says, what is stated in the document be 
true, how could the Opposition politicians have 
joined, as they did join, in voting the recent 


"reply to the Speech from the Throne, in which 


Google 


they mentioned that His Majesty, as the result 
of the recent war, ‘‘ had spread the glory of the 

Empire far and wide.” If they were true to 
themselves in voting that reply to the Speech, 

they are open to the charge of having introduced 

an Address to the Throne in which they wilfully 
lie to His Majesty. If, on the other hand, the 

draft Address represents their true sentiments, 

then they offered dishonest flattery to the Em- 

peror in their recent reply to the Speech: An- 
other point on which the introducers of the Ad- 

dress are severely handled by the Nicht Nicht 
is that, if they really thought the Ministers of 
State guilty of the serious charge of maladmini- 
stration preferred, they ought to have prayed the 
Emperor to dismiss the Ministers as a discipli- 
nary measure, Instead of recommending such 
a course, they pray that His Majesty will cause 
the Ministers to resign. That is not the tone of 
men having the least confidence in the justice 

ot their cause. The last point of criticism is 
the absurd contention contained in the Address 
that the abandonment of Liaotang convicts the 
Cabinet of having employed the Imperial forces 
for no good purpose and in regions where their 
presence was not needed. The military opera-. 
tions are under the direct command of the Em- 
peror, or of a generalissimo properly deputed by 
His Majesty, and consequently, these operations 
lie entirely beyond the sphere of party politics. 
The introducers of the Address seem to think 
that territories occupied by expéditionary troops 
must be retained as proper spoils of war. It is 
not necessary to point out the absurdity of such 
a notion. Pee 


It is a foregone conclusion that the Address 
has not the slightest chance of passing the 
House. This truth is confessed by the Xoksumin 
Shimbun, which compares the situation of the 
Opposition on this question to that of a party of 
cavalry which, unsupported by infantry, attempts 
to attack a strong citadel, In this matter, the 
Opposition politicians have taken a hasty step; 
have entered upon a mad career. They are 
already in a situation from which to turn back 
must seem (to them an insupportable dis- 
grace. But if, by turning back, there is hope 
of renewing the attack with better chances of 
success, the Xokumin tells them there can 
be no disgrace in beating a retreat. In oor 
contemporary’s opinion, there are two courses 
for the Opposition to take, either to proceed 
with the hopeless attack, prepared to perish in 
the attempt but determined to injure the enemy’s 
position as much as possible, or to fall back and 
renew the attack in cOoperation with the bulk of 
the infantry. In other words, the Opposition 
politicians are told either to proceed with the 
discussion of the Address, utilizing ifas a means 
of delivering hostile speeches against those in 
power, or to put the Address in the hands of a 
Committee with the understanding to defer its 
discussion to a future and more favourable op- 
portunity, ‘The Xokumtn goes onto state that 
everything depends upon the attitude of the 
National Unionists, and takes much pains to 
pursuade them to be true to their recent mani- 
testo and support the Opposition on the ques- 
tion of Ministerial responsibility. 


* 
e , 


But there is no hope of the céoperation of the 
National Unionists with the Opposition on this 
question at the present stage of the session. 
‘The National Unionist organ, the Chuo, strongly 
condemns the introducers of the Address as 
being rash and ill-advised. In our contem- 
porary’s opinion, even without counting the 
National Unionists, more than 160 are opposed 
to the Address, and thus there is absolutely no 
hope for its passage. ‘‘As for the National 
Unionists,” says the Chuo, “they declared at 
the time that the Liaotung question must be 
passed over. Consequently, they can never 
support an Address like that which the Opposi- 
tion has just introduced.” Our contemporary 
then denounces the Address as being incon- 
sistent, especially with regard to the Korean 
question. In one place, the Ministers of State 
are blamed for having recommended a Repre- 
sentative for Korea who proved himself un- 
worthy of the important post. In another place, 
the conduct of that official and his subordinates 
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is pronounced to have been the unavoidable 
consequence of the vacillating policy pursued 
by the home Government. Itis thus impossible 
to discover the true ground of opposition to the 
Cabinet on the Korean question. Altogether 
the document is characterized as careless in 
style and superficial in reasoning. 








EDITORIAL NOTES. 





CUSTOMS RETURNS. 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for November, showing the foreign 
trade of the Empire for the month :— 


2804. 189s. 
SILVBR YEN. SILVER YEN, 


Exports ....0000e00e1I ,035,199.760.0+.0:008 13,699,874.300 
Imports ......000-++10,026,488.960..00+0008 11,506,412.430 








Total exports and imports .......000..... 23,206,286.730 


Excess of exports ...ccscscrssccscssssseseeees 893,461,870 
CusTOMs DUTIBE 


Exports ..cssccccccccccccrerescrenccessesccseseces 189,778.773 
Imports SPCOKHOHHOHOS SSH SEH SHS HSHSHH OSS SHH SESH SEeLE 370,131.380 
Miscellaneous SCH HTH SSH SHH HeEeSHSHHSEHSESEsO SERED 14,668.123 


TOA. .cccccseccescncccrsccsccessssesessesss 574,578,876 


TOTAL VALUS OF BXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM VARIOUS FORRION 

















OOUNTRIRgS. 
Exports, Imports, Total. 
Silver Yen, Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
Chine .......00.0 puuceeasses - 888,887.630 2,873,664.330 3,762,402.989 
Hlongkong........0... «0. 8)$430053-690  79$,749-410 9,336,801.100 
British India ..... secsces —9909833-790 =—s-:9'§.0,64 4-210 2,349,878.000 
Korea,.......cccsseenees sesso: $48,823.000 = -438,943.800 — 960,765.200 
Russian Asia ............ 290,060.970  13§,092:760 345,099.530 
Annam & other Freneh 
Tndla ...,cccceccsccees ase 2.280.090 6$,603.720 67,832.810 
Philippine Islands......  %4,§03.$90 97,903.60 42,206 240 
BT... ccccccee Seereeteonses 3,397.780 4854. 300 6,052 080 
Great Britalo ........... + 787,789.100 4,009,789.400 4,727,488 500 
France ....cccsersroeeceese 7135 14534-S00 333,5§7.800 1,685,092. 
Germany ....cccccescsooees 1373-480 1,377,053-860 3,446,384.810 
4:°70.§00 208,972. 2%3,64§.260 
82,135.090 991894-360 27S ,409.450 
Italy PPreririiriiiii iii) $ . 685.590 6$,774-140 
Austria eeoeceece Seeteoere eens 40,047. 995-540 43,043.60 
Russia semeeeses seceseagee® 33,083.450 408 §.310 27,098.760 
Holland...  ....ccccossoee 2,890.700 2,206.440 42994-1740 
Sweden & Norway ... = 40784.3 40784.220 
ney oercansce eaooee eevesece agaeen 347004 ape ar 
Tor sesaseveceses 3,738-2 — 397322280 
ee eees B38:000 280.900 968.900 
_ 287.640 987,640 
United States of Ame- 
WAG... ssscasensdascnccuees $0235,203.990 — 404,996.960 5,59/,300.520 
Cansda & other British 
AMELICH secressceerees 66, 404.340 3,638.340 68,029.680 
Masteralia ..........ccccceee J7308%.070 140,885,370  213,916.440 
Hawail .......cc.0c.cc00 eee 56,534.810 — $6,534-810 
Other Countries......... 21,330.8390 44:$29.800 63,850,630 
Total .. .cscecsreeol¥94792907-740 2%,$06,419.430 23,986, 380.270 
TOTAL VALUB OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FROM AND TO BACH PORT. 
Yokohama ......... sevseee 7949§,022.460 §,220,556.830 12,595,579-290 
Robe ..........sscscsescoeeee 2,840,417.680 §,387,976.360 8,228,394.040 
Osaka 195,233.790  396,906.730 §91%,590.520 
sseceee —§$0,960.000 420,7§3.280 977,518.240 
Hakodate ........0.5...00 %36,037.c00 2¢,047.0680 136,084. 
Niigata ....... Seccccescccces - 18,071.240 18,971!.a40 
Shimonoseki..........00.-. 235,07§-990  138,856.§60  263,931.650 
Mo}i ..........cseseseececsoeres 83.4597§.000 _ 134,97§.000 
Raratsu .......cccsccccceces 93,874.g00 - 23,874.500 
Kuchinotsvu ........ esesias 280,180. §00 _ 380, 130.500 
Idsugahara ete 3,767.230 2,967.990 3735-120 
Shishiwi...... vee 934.470 224.040 3,338.¢10 
Basuns...........00008 2,07§.480 61,200 3,336 680 
Fushiki .......... posieceene’. _ 83,393.720 21,99!.720 
Otaru eee cesecncensence eeece 28,605.000 —. 28,605.000 
. : Exports..ccce.ceoes 2,513.660.410 
Specie and Bullion Imports....e..00.  666,426.130 








Total ..cccccccccsees Seeeeeeseeeeesseseetes 3.180,096.540 
Excess of exports ........scccseecerseeeseees 1,847,244.280 


VALUE OF REPORTS AND IMPOQIS BY JAPANESE MERCHANTS AND 
GOVERMNENT. | 


¢ Exports .,.... 2)529,763-790 
U Imports ...... 3,250,941.500 
Imported by Government .......cceceeeeeee 212,889.110 


VALUB OF COMMODII!I8S IMPORTED INTO AND BXPORTED PKOM 
JAPAN BACH MONTH THIS YSAY. 
Exports. imports. 
22,7042459.990  9,86a,419.680 
' 8,633,963.380 nies 0ra 80-489 
9,638,333.289 9,939,827. 
8,498,400 640 —9,974.473-380 
90340,349-470 22,021,372.740 
sees 30,329,046.920 10,989,848.730 
« 0,564,333.980 9,396,601.7¢0 
16,949,954-390 %1,823,847.080 
« 1§$5299,910.3§0 22,509,187.380 
23,771.047-460 
a2, 74.300 


By Japanese Merchants 


Total. 
32,866,879.670 
ary fp tar 
19,578,160.880 
18,472,879.950 
20,861,722.210 
21,318,895.620 
19950,935-730 
28,070,801.470 
24,8.8,397.670 


95,811,493.460 
12,§06,412.430 23,806,286.730 


Total ..0© 32$,099,580.250 126,299,573.090 245,399,553.200 


annary 


April .......00... 


Cweereveseserees 


22,039,546.000 














AN INFATUATED MILLIONAIRB. 
A sap case of alienation of property from its 
rightfal recipients, occurred on the death of 
Mr. Peter Robinson, a great London under- 
taker. He died worth over a million sterling, 
£90,000 of which he divided among his three 
sons by his legitimate wife, and the remainder 
he left to bis mistress and illegitimate children, 
making no provision whatever for his wife. 
False versions of the will having been circulat- 
ed, Mr. Robinson’s eldest son addressed to the 
press the following curiously colourless letters :— 


I enclose an extract from the will, from which it will 
be seen that the testator leaves £30,000 each and no more 
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to myself and my two brothers, who are his only lawful 
surviving children; and after certain pecuniary legacies, 
amounting tv about £4,000, the testator devises the resi- 
due of his estate, upward of £1,000,000 to trustees, to 
pay an annuity of £3,000 to Kate Alice Eagle, who resided 
with the testator, in addition to specific devises of pro- 
perty to her and the ultimate residue to her children, de. 
scribed in the will as his reputed children. 

We desire the correction because the error has led to 
inquiries respecting our brothers ard sisters, and as we 
are the only lawful surviving children, the expression ‘ his 
other children’ refers to persons who are strangers to us, 
and also because the expression as to giving of certain 
specific legacies and annuities has led to the impression 
that my mother, the widow, is benefited by the will, which 
is countrary to the fact. 

am, of course, aware that every man competent 
to make a will is entitled to bequeath his property as he 
pleases, but we ask that any statement published should 
be correct, and not be so worded as to lead the public to 
suppose that the persons benefited are members of the 
testator’s family. 








ST. STBPHEN’S SCHOOL. 


IN response to an invitation from Miss Webb, a 
number of the parents and friends of children 
attending this school were present on Saturday 
evening to witness the closing exercises. The 
‘programme was long, and as varied as the cap- 
abilities of the children would permit. Recita- 
tions formed a large proportion of the pro- 
gramme, and all of them were rendered in a very 
pleasing manner. Part songs and choruses 
enlivened the exercises, and gave ample indica- 
tion of the careful training bestowed on the 
children. Very pleasing features of the pro- 
gramme were the little tableau scenes, the first 
of which was a characteristic illustration of the 
well-know picture, ‘“‘ Dirty Boy,” a second one 
representing a cosy afternoon tea, where the 
‘gossip ” of the ‘hour is the animating theme. 
The calisthenic exercises were especially good, 
and reflect great credit on the instruction which 
the children have received. The expressions 
of appreciation and praise were well merited, 
and must have been very gratifying to the prin- 
cipals, who have evidently been very faithful in 
the training and instruction of their pupils. 


A LIBBL. 


Tue question whether the dead can be libelled 
—a question answered in the negative by British 
tribunals, we believe—came up for hearing 
recently in France, and was decided in favour 
of the plaintiff. The following were the cir- 
cumstances :— 


A prominent L pepearte who is an authority on crimin- 

a book a few months ago on the subject 
of the contagiousness of murder. He devoted a chapter 
to hereditary crime by way of supporting his theory. The 
author chose as an example a certain family, ef which one 
of the male members and a sister were tried for murders. 
The man was accused of killing the husband of his mistress, 
with her consent, while the woman was accused of making 
away with her lawful spouse. The barber’s wife he even- 
tually married, after she had been tried for poisoning her 
husband and acquitted. 

By the first alliance there were several illegitimate 
children, while the offspring of the others werelegitimate, 
anditis at this point that the doctor starts his views 
relating to hereditary crime. 

tle srgues that legitimate children show less inclination 
to followin the track of wrong-doing by their parents than 
do illegitimate children. The lawsuit arose by a female 
descendant «f the family suing the doctor for damages 
and the suppression of pages relating to her ancestor’s 
history. A decision was given for the plaintiff. {he 
Judge considered that:the physician had overstepped his 
tight even in a :cientific book, and was not entitled to 
publish defamatory statements of dead people in opposi- 
tion to the protests of their children or grandchildren. 


a eee 


CLOSE OF THE ‘‘BDGAR”’ FUND. 
In announcing that the Subscription List for 
the ‘‘ Edgar” Relief Fund is now closed, the 
undersigned beg to thank the Communities of 
Tokyo and Yokohama for their generous con- 


tributions :— 
Mrs, J. Cargy Hatt. 
Mrs. Howarp Topp. 
Mrs. W. B. Water. 
‘Mrs. Tom Tuomas. 
Mss. H. A. C. Bonar. 








THE “EDGAR” FUND. 


Tne following additional subscriptions have 
been received :— 
Mr. Woodruff ...... $5 | 
Mr. M. Aruand ... 5 
Me. ‘'H.T.G.”....... 5 | 


C.O. «ke een coeeeecocces $5 
C-BiB,. 2 sisi csesscc deiaia 2 


PIKRK IN HONGKONG. 


Fire broke out in a Chinese shop in Queen’s 
Road Central on the morning of the 23rd ult., 


Google 


and much damage was done before the Fire 
Brigade brought the conflagration under con- 
trol, the houses on either side of that in which 
the fire broke out being burnt down and others 
damaged. Insurance offices are involved ina 
sum of about $25,000. An accident happened 
toa fireman named Gordon, who had to be 
taken to hospital in an ambulance. He was 
ascending a ladder carrying a hose when the 
ladder broke and he fell. 


FIRES IN YOKOHAMA. 

SHORTLY before one o'clock on Sunday morning 
a fire broke out at Ishikawa Bluff, in a Japan- 
ese house opposite No. 223. Superintendent 
Morgin and 20 men with the assistance of the 
police and Bluff Brigade succeeded in ex- 
linguishing the flames after two small houses 
had been destroyed. At 5 o'clock the same 
morning another fire occurred at Matsukagecho, 
Nichome. Fortunately the fire was discovered 
in time and confined to a two-storied house in 
which it had originated. 


RAILWAY aCCIDENT. 

Tue Nicht Nichi Shimbun states that a colli- 
sion occurred between the 3.30 p.m. train from 
Uyeno, and a train from Mayebashi, at Akabane 
Junction, on the 28th ult. Some cars of the 
Mayebashi train were derailed, and a few others 
upset; and thirteen passengers were more or 
less injured. The accident is said to have arisen 
through the carelessness of a signal-man. 





SAFETY OF THE ‘‘ STRATHNEVIS.” 
Mrssrs. DopwaLi, CARLILL aND Co. write :— 
‘* Weare in receipt of telegraphic advice that the 
steamer Sé/rathnevis was towed into Port Town- 
send, Wash., by the steamer Méneola on the 
25th inst.” 





THE INCREASE OF THE ARMY. 
——-- —)—_-—- —— 

From the Budget for the agth fiscal -year.of 
Meiji, a résumé of which has already been pub- 
lished in these columns, it is impossible to as- 
certain the limits to which the Army is to be in- 
creased. When the Budget comes before the 
Budget Committee, the members of the latter 
will no doubt be placed in possession of full 
particulars about the contemplated augmenta- 
tion and the public may then obtain informa- 
tion. For the present, we must be contented 
with vague suppositions based upon the finan- 
cial aspects of the matter. Of the amount de- 
manded for the Army in the Budget for the 
coming year (per 15,094,201), the items con- 
stituting ‘the already fixed expenditures” ag- 
gregate 12,558,109 yen. Of the remainder, 
11,927 yen required on account of the newly 
created head-quarters of the coast defence gar- 
risons of the Ki-tau Channel, the head-quarters 
of the Commander-in-Chief of the Defences of 
Tokyo, and so forth, and the final residue, 
2,416,820 yen, is to be spent on increasing the 
troops and extending the scope of the varions 
offices and colleges under the War Department. 
According to the preseut scheme, the numerical 
increase of the military forces is to be cam- 
pleted by 1905, when the total expenditure on 
account of the Army will be 25,996,399 yen, or 
a little over twice the present outlay. From 
this circumstance, we may infer that the strength 
of the Army will be about doubled inthe next 


ten years. 











VHE IRON FOUNDRY BILL. 


nr em -  O: 

According to the Iron Foundry Bill, an 
appropriation of 4,095,793 yen 40 sen is to be 
voted asa continuing fund, spread over four 
years, beginning with the coming fiscal year, 
The scope of the works is to be sufficient to 


/ 


turn out 60,000 tons of steel of various kindg<as 


per annum; or less than one half of the total 
quantity (130,000 tons) required in the country 
each year. The staff employed at the works is 
to be composed of a Director, a Chief Engineer, 
two Secretaries, eight Engineers, thirty clerke, 
forty Assistant Engineers, and two foreign 
experts, A sum of 25,000 yen is asked for the 
first year on account of the travelling expenses 
and ealaries.of the foreign experts. 
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‘ing their decorations, whereas the Representa- 
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THE OPENING OF THE DIET. 
See er eeeae eee 

The ceremony of officially opening the Diet 
was performed by the Emperor in person on 
Saturday last. As usual, His Majesty left the 
Palace at 10.30 a.m., and arriving at the House 
of Peers by ten minutes before eleven, was 
received at the gate by the President, Chief 
Secretaries, and Secretaries of both Houses, and 
conducted to the Imperial apartments where he 
rested awhile and gave audience to the Mini- 
sters of State, Privy Councillors, and other high 
dignitaries. Meanwhile, the members of the 
Diet had assembled in the hall of the Upper 
House, where the ceremony was to take place, 
the members of the Upper House, excepting 
the representatives of the highest tax payers in 
each locality, being all in Court dress and wear- 


the said House, most revesently subinits the pree 
sent Address to the Throne. 

For more than two hundted days after the Com- 
mencement of the late wae with China, Your 
Majesty held the Court at Hiroshima, where Your 
Majesty personally directed military affairs, aud 
shared the labours aud hardships of Your Mae 
jesty’s officers and men, Animated by Your 
Majesty's example, the whole people tose like one 
man determined to serve their Sovereign and 
country; while all in the Army and the Navy 
went to the front with the resolution to conquer or 
to die. The result has been a glorious triumph 
for the Imperial arms—a triumph principally due 
to the grand martial virtues of Your Majesty. 
Your Majesty’s humble servants, the undersigned 
and othe: members of the House of Representae 
tives, being aware of the importance of their 
functions aud duties, telieved the national coffers 
fiom all danger of deficiency by voting a large 
War Supply, and also spared no effort to rouse 
the martial spirit of the people, urging them to 
devote themselves tothe service of their Sovereign. 
In all this, they were actuated by reverent solici- 
tude to conform with Your Majesty’s wishes and 
to contribute their humble mite to the execution of 
the grand Imperial policy, thereby elevating the 
position of their country. ‘The Ministers of State, 
on the other hand, proved themselves so negligent 
in the condnct of foreign affairs, that they have 
not only been incapable of securing the legitimate 
fruits of the victory of the Imperial arms, but have 
even suffered a stain to be cast upon the dignity 
of the country. The Féng-tien (Liaotung) penin- 
sula was occupied as part uf the price of the valued 
blood of Your Majesty’s subjects, and by its tee 
trocession the Ministers of State cannot escape the 
blame of having employed the Imperial troops and 
sacrificed lives for no adequate reason. Nor is 
that all. Not twenty days had passed from the 
issue of an Imperial Resciipt proclaiming the ace 
quisition of the territory from China, when yield- 
ing to the intervention of Russia, Germany, and 
France, that Rescript was converted into a dead 
letter and a pledge was given for the retrocession 
of the territory. Such conduct cannot fail to 
seriously injure the prestige of the Imperial 
House and compromise the dignity of the coun 
try. When the empire is engaged in a foreign 
war, it is one of the most important duties of 
the Ministers of State to keep a vigilant watch 
over the conduct of neutral Powers and take 
precautions against their possible antagonism, 
Such vigilance and such precautionary mea- 
sures are particularly important in regard to 
questions of indemnity and cessions of territory, 
To conclude a treaty of peace without taking these 
essential precautionary steps, is a gross neglect of 
duty gn the part of those charged with diplomatic 
affairs. Such was the incapacity of the Ministers 
of State in the field of diplomacy, that they could 
neither prevent the formation ofa hostile alliance by 
Russsia, Germany, and France, nor confront that 
alliance with a counter-alliance. They had not 
even the courage to rely upon the justice of their 
country’s cause and ceject the demand of the 
Allies. In a moment of confusion and constern- 
ation, they knew only how to bow their heads to the 
interfering Powers, thereby subjecting the country 
to unprecedented humiliation and disgrace. 


It was by no means a novel phenomenon that 
European Powers should prepare for intervention 
by increasing their armaments in the East. Your 
Majesty’s servants in the House of Representatives 
offered an admonition to the Ministers of State on 
this subject in the seventh and eighth sessions of 
the Diet. In utter disregard of these admonitions, 
and in profound ignorance of the diplomatic 
intervention already in sight, the Ministers 
concluded the Shimonoseki Treaty and asked 
for Your Majesty's Rescript sanctioning that 
Treaty. Immediately afterwards, tamely yield- 
ing to the remonstrance of the three Powers, they 
again asked for another Resccipt annulling the 
former one. Through their misconduct, the glurie 
ous victories of the country’s arms ended in lower- 
iny Your Majesty’s prestige and impairing the 
country’s dignity. ‘his is a matter of profound 
grief to the undersigned and other servants of 
Your Majesty in the House of Representatives. 

Equally regrettable was the Korean disturbance 
of the 8th of October last. A Minister * Pleni- 
potentiary carries Your Majesty's credentials and 
represents the Empire at the Court to which he is 
accredited. [In tecommending a functionary to 
discharge such a geave responsibility, the utmost 
caution and ciicumspection should be exercised 
by the Ministers of State. What has been their 
behaviour in the present instance? They seem 
to think that their respousibility ends with the 
dismissal of the members of the Legation. But 
so long as the Ministers themselves remain 
in office who recommended the appointment 
of the erring officials, how can it be possible 


Our Empire has already made large progress in 
civilization. But the nation has a long and 
arduous journey yet to perform. It is, there- 
fore, Our pleasure that you, the members of 
both Houses of the Diet, should, by discharg- 
ing your duty of harmonious cOoperation, en- 
deavour to conform to Our wishes.” 

Marquis Hachisuka, President of the House 
of Peers, then advanced to the Throne, and re- 
ceiving the document from the Imperial hands, 
slowly retraced his steps keeping his face always 
turned toward the Imperial chair. 

This completed the ceremony. His Majesty, 
slightly inclining his head in recognition of the 
profound obeisance of all in the hall, left at 
once, followed by his train, and after a brief 
rest in the Imperial apartments, set out for the 
Palace. On the present occasion, the crowds 
lining both sides of the road between the Diet 
and the Palace to witness the Imperial proces- 
sion were less dense than usual. 





















































































































































tives were all in ordinary evening costume, with 
the single exception of their President, Mr. 
Kusumoto Masataka, who wore the full official 
uniform of a Chokunin. The galleries were 
Very sparsely occupied by high military and 
civil officers, members of the Diplomatic Corps, 
and representatives of the press. The diploma- 
tic body was very largely represented, most of 
the chefs de mission being present. The 
Chinese Legation sent a numerous con- 
tingent. Inthe part of the galleries reserved 
for the press, we noticed two Chinese Formo- 
sans, who, having rendered valuable services 
to the Imperial army, are now receiving 
very hospitable treatment in Tokyo. It is re- 
ported that they will soon be rewarded with de- 
corations. After a rest of about five minutes, 
His Majesty entered the dais of the Hall from 
the right hand side, followed by a numerous 
and brilliant train of Court officials. Advancing 
to the middle of the dais, and graciously return- 
ing the profound obeisance of the members of 
both Houses and all other persons present, His 
Majesty took his seat on the usual chair of 
State. It was remarked that the-ebeicanceof 
the Peers was deeper than that of the Repre- 
sentatives, The Premier, Marquis Ito, who 
had been standing on the left hand side of the 
dais, now advanced, followed by his colleagues, 
to the Imperial Chair and presented to His 
Majesty the Speech from the Throne. On the 
Premier’s resuming his seat, the document was 
read by the Emperor ina clear and distinct tone. 
It ran as follows :— 


“We hereby perform the ceremony of open- 
ing the Imperial Diet and announce the fact to 
the members of the House of Peers and of the 
House of Representatives. 

“ We are rejoiced that, with the advice and 
concert of the civil and military servants of Our 
Court and of yourselves, as well as by the 
hearty cOoperation of Our people, the war with 
China was brought to a glorious termination. 
At home, Formosa has been reduced to order ; 
abroad, our relations with the foreign Powers 
are growing more and more intimate. What 
is now of urgent importance to the coun- 
try is that peace should be maintained and 
efforts concentrated upon the increase and 
promotion of national prosperity and progress. 
We have, consequently, directed Our Ministers 
of State to elaborate various schemes required for 
the advancement of the country in the fields of in- 
dustry, communications, and education. These 
schemes we have caused tobe submitted to the 
Diet in the Budget for the agth fiscal year of 
Meiji and in Projects of Laws. 

‘As to the defences of the country, it has 
ever been Our intention to complete them hy 
degrees. Desirous of repairing the injuries oc- 
casioned during the recent hostilies, and of 
making necessary provisions for self-protection, 
We have charged Oar Advisers with the task of 
elaborating the measures to be adopted. We 
have further ordered them to seek the Diet's 
approval for the outlays involved in carrying out 
those measures. We are confident that Our 
good and loyal subjects will be only too glad to 
bear whatever increase of their public burdens 
is thereby entailed. 

“We are happy to be able say that, through 
the glorious virtues of Our illustrious Ancestors, 
and the loyalty and courage of Our subjects, 








REPLIES OF THE PEERS AND RE- 
PRESENTATIVES 70 THE SPEECH 


FROM THE THRONE. 
ee ene eo — > —_—__-——- 


The House of Peers presented the following 
reply to the Speech from the Throne :— 


Your August and enlightened Majesty’s humble 
servants, members of the House of Peers, most 
reverently submit the present’ Address. Your 
Majesty was pleased to perform in person the cere- 
mony of opening the gth session of the Imperial 
Diet, and to favour the members of both Houses 
with a very gracious speech. Your Majesty, by 
complete victory, has restored peace to the Orient 
and made the national prestige conspicuous 
throughout the wold. At home, territory has 
been added and wealth increased, while abroad, 
the relations with foreign countries are more and 
more friendly, These are sigus of the growing 
prosperity of the Empire, a prosperity due to the 
grand and far sighted policy pursued by Your 
Majesty. Your Majesty has causéd the various 
meastres Trequiced by the situation to be elaboral- 
ed, and has charged the nation to prepare for 
greater achievements in the future. It is the 
humble intention of Your Majesty’s servants in 
the House of Peers to conform with Your Majesty’s 
wishes and fulfill their duty of c6uperation, so that 
they may contribute their humble share to the 
achievements of the Imperial policy. The above 
is submitted in all humility and reverence. 


The following is a translation of the reply of 
the House of Representatives :— 


Your Majesty’s humble servants in the House 
of Representatives are profoundly impressed by 
the gracious Speech with which Your Majesty was 
pleased to favour them on the occasion of the 
opening of the gth session on the Diet, which 
ceremony was performed by Your Majesty in pere 
son. The complete success that attended the Im- 
perial arms in the War with China has spread the 
glory of the country far and wide. This is 
entirely the result of Your Majesty’s sacred 
virtues. It isthe humble belief of Your Majesty's 
servants that, in proportion tu the elevation of 
the country’s position, several new measmes 
must be undertaken in the various Departments 
of State. Your Majesty has been pleased to 
favour Your humble servants with wise and 
enlightened views as to the different important 
measures of State. Itis their humble intention to 
discharge their legislative duties with caution and 
earnestness, so that they may be able, on the one 
hand, to conform with Your Majesty wishes, and, 
on the other, to prove true to the trust teposed in 
them by the nation, The above is most reverently 
aud humbly submitted by Your Majesty’s humble 
servant, Kusumoto Masataka, President of the 
House of Representatives. 








——. 


THE ADDRESS TO 1HE THRONE 
ON THE SUBFECT OF FOREIGN 
POLICY. 


——_+_—__—_ - -———_- 

The following isa translation of the draft 
Address to the Throne introduced in the House 
of Representatives on the 28th ultimo over the 
signatives of Messrs. Shimada, Ozaki, Otake, 
Ohigashi, Nakamura, Hatoyama, Suzuki, Ta- 
guchi, Inukai, and Ishiwara :— 

The undersigned, Your Majesty’s humble ser- 
vant; Kusumoto Masataka, President of the House 
of Representatives, herewith, by a resolution of 
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to prove to the world that the misdeeds of those 
officials were opposed to the wishes of Your 
Majesty and of the nation? The truth is that the 
difficulties of the Korean situation are to be 
principally ascribed to the retrocession of the Fénug- 
tien peninsula, and that the misdeeds of the dipluma- 


_ tic officials under consideration were in one sense 
_ a unavoidable consequence of the vacillating 


policy pursued by the Government toward Korea. 
Mistaken in policy, injudicious in the recommend. 
ation of officials, and incompetent in controlling 
and directing them, the Ministers of State have 
to answer for serious neglect of duty. There ace 
several other instances of maladministration on 
the part of the Ministers in domestic, as well as 
foreign, affairs. But none compates in gravity 
with those connected with the return of Fang-tien 
and with the Korean question. Your Majesty 
may he so magnanimous as to pass over the Mini- 
siers’ misconduct, but it is to be feared that to 
show magnanimity toward them will be prejudicial 
to the interests of the country. It being the duty 
of the undersigned and others to offer admonition, 
they would be guilty of an act of disloyalty to Your 
Majesty did they keep silence on this question, 
Consequently, they have ventured to appeal to 
Your Majesty’s enlightened judgment in connec- 
lion with the above mentioned two most serious 


done by Japanese war-ships constructed afler 
his designs. Itthus appears that four foreigners, 
formerly or at present in the service of Japan, 
hold the First Class of the Sacred Treasure, 
namely, M. Boissonade de Fontarabie, Colonel 
Meckel, Mr. H. W. Denison, and General 
Chanoine. 


during the session just commenced. 


gulations. 


land and buildings, the transfer of property, and 
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MR. INOUYE KAKUGORO. 
-—-_ +> -- 

If the Chu-o Shimbun be well informed, Mr. 
Inouye Kakugoro, one of the most eloquent 
members in the House of Representatives, in- 
tends to support the Opposition’s Address to 
the Throne for the dismissal of the present 
Ministry. Our contemporary adds that Mr. 
Inouye, meeting recently a member of the 
Liberal Party, made use of the following lan- 
guage :—‘‘ You, Gentlemen, used to call mea 
Government supporter, and say various disagree- 
able things about me in consequence. How 
do you feel now? Don’t you think it would be 
better not to give your tongues too much 
license against a man. 
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MEASURES TO BE SUBMITTED 70 
THE DIET. 


Len ep ed 
A long list is published of Measures submit- 
ted to the Diet for deliberation and decision 


GOVERNMENT BILLS. 
1—Bill relating to the Business Tax. 
2—Bill for amending the Soy Tax Regulations. 


virtue, for they do not yield until they are paid, 
3—Bill for amending the Tobacco Tax Re- 


but you have surrendered to the Government 
without even getting money.” This is worth 
quoting by way of illustrating the extraordinarily 
unreasoning mood that prevails among a certain 
class of Japanese politicians. To be a supporter 


4— Bull for abolishing the Ox and Horse Licence 
Tax, the Vehicles Tax, the Shipping Tax Regula- 
tions, and Confectionary Tax Regulations. 

5~-Registration Bill (referring to the sale of 





so forth). 


men to whom Japan owes all the remarkable 


As for me, I regard you. 
all as worse than dancing girls or ladies of easy). 


1 


of the Government—a supporter of the states- 







cases of maladministration on the part of the Mini- 
sters of State. Impressed with the fact that diffi- 
culties are past multiplying in the East, it is the 
humble opinion of the undersigned and others that 
no measure is more urgently tequired under the 
circumstances than to settle the question of past 






successes achieved by her in modern times—is_ ; 
to incur opprobrium and contempt at the hands ; 
of these mushroom politicians. If such agita- 
tors had any conception of the ridicule their silly 
attitude brings upon them among sober persons, 


6—Bill relating to a Monopoly of the sale of 
Leaf ‘Tobacco. 

7—Bill relating to the Sak&brewing Tax. 

8—Bill velating to the Mixed Saké fax. 

Q—Bill relating to the ‘Lax on Home-brewed 
Saké. 


_ His Majesty to the Emperor of Germany. We 


maladministration and make the Ministers of 
State resign their portfolios. The undersigned 
and other members of the House of Represen- 
tatives do thus give expression to the sentiments of 
the nation, humbly praying for Your Majesty’s 
August judgment. 








DECORATIONS. 
——_@—_—__——_ 

With reference to the subject of Decorations, 
correspondents ask us to supplement the inform- 
ation published in a recent issue. Our readers 
may remember that, in speaking of the fact that 
the First Class of the Order of the Sacred Treasure 
had been conferred on Mr. H. W. Denison, in 
recognition of services rendered by him during 
the war and especially during the Shimonoseki 
Negotiations, we mentioned that Mr. Boissonade 
de Fontarabie, who took a leading part in the 
compilation of the Japanese Codes, had also 
been honoured with the First Class of the Sac- 
red Treasure, and that the Emperor of Japan 
had similarly distinguished Colonel Meckel, 
after the latter's return to Germany, the distinc- 
tion being conveyed in an autograph letter from 


have now to add that, during this year, the Go- 
vernment of Japan, in order to evince its re- 
cognition of the services of the French Military 
Instructors, who may be said to have created 
the Japanese Army, conferred on General 
Chanoine the First Class of the Sacred Trea- 
sure. General Munier, who acted as head 
of the Second Military Mission obtained by 
Japan from France—a mission that remain- 
ed in this country from 1874 to 1880—would 
doubtless have received the same decoration, 
had he been alive. Simultaneously with this 
recognition of General Chanoine’s former ser- 
vices, the Japanese Government conferred the 
Second Class of the Sacred Treasure on three 
other French officers, who had been with the 
First ‘‘ Mission Militaire ” from 1867 to 1872 ; in 
other words, the first foreign instructors of the 
French Army. These officers have now attained 
the rank of General, namely, General Brunet, 
General Jourdan, and General Descharmes. In 
our previous comments, we made no reference 
to recipients of Second Class Orders, our 
remarks being confined to the comparatively 
rare cases of First Class Decorations. But it 
seems just to nole also the well deserved 
recognition extended to French officers when 
the progress of the recent war emphasized 
the value of the services rendered by them as 
military instructors in former years. We may 
repeat, in this context, a fact mentioned 
in our columns at the time, namely, that in 
the spring of the present year, M. Bertin, 
formerly Naval Constructor to the Japanese 
Government, received the First Class of the 
Sacred Treasure in recognition of the work 
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they would quickly modify their phraseology. 








1o—=Bill for amending the Saké Tax Law pro- 
mulgated by Imperial Ordinance No. 61, of the 
igth Year of Afeszs. 

11—Ball for amending the Regulations govern- 


ing the ‘Tax on the Export of Manufactures of Saké 


from Okinawa Prefecture. 

12—Bill celating to Industrial Public Bonds 
(¢.e. of Railways, Factories, ‘lelephones, Tobacco 
Monopoly, and so forth.) 

13—Bill for buying up and extinguishing Public 
Debt Bills. 

14—Bill for financing the Capital tequired for a 
Monopoly of the sale of Leaf Tobacco. 

15—Bill relating to an Increase of Capital for 
the Pucchase of Materials for Dock-yatd at Naval 
Ports. 

16—Bill relating to the manner of dealing with 
the National Banks on the expiration of their 
chatters. 

17—Bill relating to a special method of dealing 
with National Banks prior to the expiration of 
their charters, 

18—Bill relating the circulation of National 
Banks Notes and the Period of their Redemption. 

19—Bill for amending the Fifth Article of the 
Special Financial Law velating to the Period for 
redeeming the Notes of Banks on closure. 

20—Bill relating to the Practical Instruction of 
Probationers of the Department of Justice. 

21—Bill relating to the Pensions of Military 
Judicial Officials and grants in aid to the families 
of such officials alter decease. 

22—Bill seeking ex post-facto approval of Im- 
perial Ordinance No. g2 of the 28th year of Meisi 
(Naval and Military Judicial Councils). 

23—Bill seeking ex post-facto approval of Im- 
devial Ordinance No. 44 of the 28th year of Alessi 
(:estricting the passage of Japanese subjects to 
Korea). 

PRIVATB MEASURES. 

1—Address to the Throne (impeaching the 
Cabinet's Foreign Policy). 

2—Representation for converting a portion of 
the Chinese Indemnity into a Capital Fund for the 
uses of Ordinary Education. 

3—Bill for abolishing the Special System of 
Municipal Government in the cities of Tokyo, 
Osaka, and Kyoto. 

4—Bill for supplementing the Municipal Govern- 
ment System. 

5—Bill for rescinding the Vehicle Tax Regula- 
tions. 

6—Bill for tescinding the Shipping Tax Regula- 
tions. 

7—Bill for rescinding the Confectionary ‘I'ax 
Regulations: 

8—Bill for abolishing the Taxes on Exports and 
Imports. ; 

g—Bill for amending the City and Prefecture 
Local Government System. 

10—Bill for amending the District Local Govern- 
ment Regulations. 

11—Bill relating to the Capital Fund for Ordi- 
nary Education. 

12-—Bill for remitting the Import Duty on Raw 
Cotton. 

13—Bill for amending the Law of Election of the 
House of Representatives. 

14—Bill relating to Newspapers. 
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CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEE OF 
THE WHOLE HOUSE. 


- =. —-— > — 
The Diet met on the 29th instant for the 
purpose of electing a Chairman of the Com- 


mittee of the Whole House for the Peers and 
the Representatives respectively, 
were as follow :— 


The results 


HOUSE OF PBERS. Votes. 
Prince Tokugawa Tyesato  ...ccccsscescseceeeeoes . 128 
Marquis Kuga Michilisa,........sscsessecsosceeens 10 
Prince Konoye Atsumaro....c.secees isicatecrnion 6 
Viscount Tani Tatelei  ........ccccceeseesecrees coc «3 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Votes. 


Mr. Suzuki Shigeto (National Reformists) ... 132. « 


Mr. Sassa Tomofusa (National Unionists) ... 123 
Mc. Suyehiro Shigeyasu (Independent) 


-——— _- 


KOREAN IN1 ELLIGENCE. 
—_-_ SO — 
A telegram from Korea, dated Séul, 5.20 p.m. 


on the 28th ultimo, reports that the assassin of 


the Queen, whose name is given as Boku Sen, 


and who is said to have been an employé in the 


House of a Japanese, has been found guilty and 
condemned to capital punishment, together with 
his accomplices I Choho and Yun Shyaku. We 
presume that after the judicial investigations 
now in progress at Hiroshima have been con- 


cluded, it will be known what, if any, direct share 


Japanese soshé or others took in that sanguinary 
deed. It may be remarked, en passant, that 
comments madeby some of the foreign journals 
published in Japan with reference to the Hiro- 
shima trial, illustrate the harsh aptitude to find 
fault that inspires 80 much of the writing laid 
before the foreign communities in the Far East. 
The Court at Hiroshima has to conduct a State 
trial unprecendented in the judicial annals of 
Japan, and presenting immense difficulties. 
Evidence has to be collected in a foreign 
country under circumstances of great per- 
plexity, and everything connected with the 
affair is complicated and baffling. If six 
months, a year, or even longer were occupied by 
a British, American, or European tribunal in 
like conditions, the delay wonld not be con- 
sidered unreasonabJe. But before a month had 
passed from the date of the apprehension of 
Viscount Miura and the other officials and 
officers now held for trial at Hiroshima, certain 
foreign newspapers were crying out about the 
needless delay in pronouncing sentence, and 
were deducing from it sinister and insulting 
inferences about the good faith of the Japan- 
ese Government, If impartial observers be- 
come weary and disgusted by these perpetual 
illustrations of the motto of injustice, ‘‘one law 
for one me, another for thee,” what must be the 
feelings of the Japanese on the snbject? 
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POLITICALCOMPOSITION OF STAND-| THE BUDGET FOR THE 29th FISCAL. 


ING COMMITTEES IN THE HOUSE OF 


REPRESENTATIVES. 
—__——_@————__——_ 


The two Houses of the Diet, having elected 
their Standing Committees on the 29th ultimo, 
rose for the New Year’s recess until the 8th of 
January. Considerable interest attaches to the 
composition of these Committees in the Lower 
House, because the reports made by them on 
the various measures submitted for their exami- 
nation have great weight in determining the 
final vote of the House. We, therefore, note 
the following results :— 

Budget Committee—(45 Members). 

Liberals (Fiyu-fo) .... . 23 


National Unionists (Kokumin Kyokat) ... 9 
Progressionists (Kasshtn-to) .....00 eenstceens 4 
National Reformers (Kakushin-£0) ..cccceoe 2 
Business Men (Fstsugyo-ha)......0 wenn 2 
Financial Reformers (Zatsethatshinekas)... 1 
Die CIID ccssscctesiveecsicans dscesasdanesenscuahesens I 
Independent ........0.00 ad scsceteusiuncarsecncesee 2 
In the above Committee the Government 
supporters (Liberals, National Unionists, and 


Business Men) aggregate 35, thus having a 
large plurality. 
Disciplinary Committee (18 Members). 


ML AWOVAIS. siccncdcnveGedessewavcans tatesebacsensitsesees 9 
National Unionists... .cccccccccscseceseceesceves 3 
Progressionists ..... Ceeneccceronecesevccecssossoes I 
National Reformers ..ccsccecccosessccscccceces 2 
Lunde pettG eit: jciccccsccaccivaccasecessssensecesavess I 
Kiivishar members ....cccscccccsnseecesecevcccecees 2 


Final Accounts Committee (27 Members). 
Liberals 13 
National Unionists 
ProgressiOuists ...scccscccccecsscsesececssseecceees 2 
National Reforimers....csccccccsesseccecsessesves 3 
Ore Club 
Independent ....cccseee sci siwicavaguawaeeeesiaweess 2 
Chiugoku Progressionists ; 


Here again the Government supporters num- 
ber 17 out of 27. We need not analyse the 
Petitions Committee as no special interest at- 
taches to it. 


et Bee ee 








THE TOBACCO MONOPOLY. 
—__——»—__—_ 


Of the measures to be submitted to the Diet, 
that which attracts keenest attention, after the 
Army and Navy Bills, is the Bill relating to the 
State monopoly of the sale of leaf tobacco. 
The first point kept in view by the Government 
in drawing up the scheme has, it is said, been 
to make the system as simple as possible. All 
the leaf grown in the country is to be delivered 
to the Government at prices fixed by the latter, 
and sold out to the manufacturers at specified 
rates, The intending growers are to send in 
by the end of April each year notices of the 
area of land to be devoted to the cultivation of 
tobacco, and must obtain the permission of the 
Government. _In order to regulate the supply 
of the: leaf, the Government will reserve the 
power of limiting, at its discretion, the area 
of land to be devoted to growing tobacco. 
The delivery of the produce to the Govern- 
ment is to be effected before the end of March 
every year. Although the grower is not to 
be allowed to hold back any part of the pro- 
duce either for his own use or for sale, that re- 
striction is not to be applied to the case of 
leaf intended for exportation. In that case, 
the grower may, with the permission of the 
Government, sell his produce to others. The 
accumulation and sale of the leaves are to be 
effected by special offices established for the 
purpose at convenient places throughout the 
country, and the new system is to come into 
force on and after the rst of Jan., 1898. Simul- 
taneously with putting it into operation, the 
existing Tobacco Tax Regulations are to be 
abolished, so that the sale of manufactured to- 
bacco will thenceforth not require the use of 
any stamps. A fund for the purchase of the 
leaf is to be created, to which end a special 
measure will be introduced under the title of 
Project of Law relating to the Tobacco Leaf 
Monopoly Fand.” 








FEAR OF MEITFI. 
SAS SeEe er! Snewaen es 
According to the Badget for the 2gth fiscal 
year of Mes (April, 1896—March, 1897), the 
aggregate Revenue and Expenditure are as 
follow :— 


Yen, 
RROVEUG cic cccncssscicecencsseevens 138,070,677.488 
Expenditure ...cccsocssssrcseeece 152,071,463.322 
DIGHCIE ss cicsdeteswisevexss sossesecee 14,000,785.834 


The deficit is to be met by the various measures 


of taxation and by a Public Loan, which are to 


be introduced in the form of a Supplementary 
Budget. 


The above mentioned Revenue.is made up of 
es parts, the Ordinary and Extraordinary, as 
follow :— 








Ordinary :— REVENUE. Yen, 

T.— Taxes .....cc000e eiabcssdctiebdéedsden 73»792,890.980 
2.—Licences atid fees........ secsesees 2,380, 168.830 
3.—Receipts from Government 

_ works and property ....sceseeee 16,312,530.937 
4.—Miscellaneous receipts ......0. 716,176.776 
5.— Interest 01) deposits. ...ccsscseeees 1,201,566.000 

TOUAal seacsesen dsseieneeiriedks © 94:403,333-523 

Extiaordinary == 

T.—=Contributions ..rcccscssesrcccereee 19,676.000 
2.—Proceeds of the sale of Govern- 

INENL PLOPELlyY veccccseccesvccccece . §77:973°305 
3.—Miscellaneous receipts ......00. 238,155.162 
4.—Appropriation from the fund 

reserved for the manufacture 

& issue of Public Loan Bonds. 15,000,000 
5.—Appropriation from the Cen- 

tral Relief Fund ......cccceccseees 160,900.000 
6.—* War Vessel construction 

EN? occ ccnesasacensdusnsesareccosaes 1,812,250.822 
7.—Indemnity on account of the 

Expenses of occupying Weie 

-—  MNIWEL iciesecesecsccesceesssaseess 750,000.000 
§.—Appropriation from the War 

WUNMEINity rrccccecssscesescceceecees 40,093,388.676 

PGtall's casavcaiddideesecesenvarse 43.667,343-965 

Grand Total........cccccseees 138,070,677.488 


The Expenditure is also divided into Ordinary 
and Extraordinary as follow :— 








Ordinary :— BXPRNDITURE.. Yen. 
Civil. List cccscsiccesevesss svuseesveves sess 3,000,000.000 
Department of Foreign Affairs ...  1,010,947.262 
Departinent of Home Affairs ...... 7,818,165.573 
Department of Finance  .........68. 39.379,486.452 
Department of War .....ccccccesseees 16,314,163.527 
Department of the Navy ........006 » 7:663.986.701 
Department of Justice ......scccceees 3,482,210.264 
Department of Education,.,......... 1,357,948-092 
Department of Agriculture and 
COMME CEs 5. isesscctccsyscnsée vaca’ 1,058,864.357 
Department of Communications... 8,123,904.011 
POUal cicdcontsesverenccavtacscss 89,209,676.239 
Extraordinary :—= Yen. 
Department of Foreign Affairs ... 61,087.556 
Department of Home Affairs ...... 3.497,221.163 
Department of Finance ..... err 1,012,511.214 
Department of War ....cccscceeeee oe 19,268,360.990 
Department of the Navy .....s..0065 29,456,335-675 
Department of Justice ..... i cksansees 91,873.889 
Department of Education ,........ 214,225,005 
Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce .....cscccecceesecceceee 720,305.075 
Department of Communications... 8,539,866.516 
Total —vecccoeee sesecssceeseees 02,861,787.083 


Aggregate Expenditure ........060.152,071,463.322 


Of the Extraordinary Expenditure, special 
interest attaches to the items included under 
the War and Naval Departments. We give the 
general headings as follows :-— 


DEPARTMENT OF WAR. Yen. 
1.—Construction of forts ....csccseee ' 2,113,568.603 
2.—Mannufacture of repeating rifles —326,087.316 
3-— Building expenses ..,...ssceseeee 410,027.727 
4.—Surveying expenses ..,.. sisusiées 183,910.209 


5.—Construction and fitting up of 
barracks, etc. ..c.ccccoccsseessesee 12,955,844-174 


6.—-Manufacture of arms.....cscceee 1,500,000,000 
7-—Extension of the Artillery ; 
Arsemal.....csccseees ivevewenda eevee 1,654,734-776 
8.—Expenditure at Temporary 
Construction Office ........0008 124,188.185 





Total ITETITIXLILITL RTL T TTT 19,268,360.990 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY. 
1.—Construction of War vessels 





(already ordered) ....ccccscoeee - 6,450,940.362 
Z.——Engineering Works ....cccccsesere 518,071.893 
3.—Building expenses ....ccceccerees 80,869.33 
4.—Repaic of Strips.....csscssssecseeees 64,700. 000 
5-—Gunpowder experiments ...... 10,438.73! 
6.—Construction of a dredging ship 16,300.000 
7.mExpense of despatching me- 

chanics abroad ...soccsssseses toe 12,045.000 
B.—-Nautical survey ..cccccccseseseece 47,675 850 
Q.—Naval extension ....ccccccseeeee 22,256,294.502 

Total ........ geen ieuseasaaces 29,.456,335-675 


Though to a less extent, interest also attaches 
to the Items under the Departments of Educa- 
tion and of Agriculture and Commerce, for 
they include several important new undertak- 
ings. The following table shows the general 
headings of the extraordinary Expenditure in 
those Departments :— 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION. | 








en. 
1.— Building expenses .....ccccserese 108,587.000 
2.—Fixtures to be purchased ...... 26,561.625 
3.—-Establistiment of a University 
Bt: YOO sccccccccsvenccversesences 20,000.000 
4.—Establishment of a School of 
Teclinology at Osaka............ 39,352.000 
5.oExpense of historical commis- 
sion in the Imperial University 12,900.000 
6.—Extraordinary appropriation 
for the Imperial University... 6,824.380 
Total eeeseeteeeceseseseeeeneaneses 214,225.005 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE. 
1.—Exaimination of forests and Yen. 
WOOE: snessdicvcveesecsaasceassancs 39,151.500 
2.—Horsebreeding investigation... 12,589.230 
3.—Competitive exhibitions ...... 6.993.740 
4.—Extension of foreign trade ... ,000.000 
§-—Establishment of an iron foun- 
ACY scccocsescccececnee eoceees seeevens ee 579.762.020 
6.— Building expenses ....cccccscees ‘ 21,808.585 
Total ..ssccrrcsccrssececerees 720,305.07 


The above figures are not sufficiently ex- 
plicit to clear up one particularly interesting 
point, namely, the amount to be expended on 
new vessels-of-war. The appropriation on that 
account is evidently included in the item “‘ Naval 
Extension” (22} million yen), but we can not 
assume that the whole sum is to be spent on 
new ships. The appropriation of 6} million 
yen, appearing under the first heading of the 
Naval Department section is for the two line- 
of-battle ships now nearly constructed. 


PROFESSOR NONAKA'S DESCENT 


FROM FUFIVYAMA. 
———— >—_—_—_-_— 

Professor Nonaka, whose project of spend- 
ing the winter upon the summit of Fujiyama 
for the purpose of taking meteorological ob- 
servations attracted much attention a short 
time ago, has been obliged to abandon the at- 
tempt: He made the ascent in October, ac- 


companied by his brave wife who resolutely 4 


declined to separate from him, and having set 
up his instruments and made all possible pre- 
parations, he commenced his life among the 
snows and storms that prevail at that great al- 
titude. Two or three efforts were made to 
communicate with him, but no detailed ac- 
counts of them have been published. A short 
time ago, however, intelligence reached Tokyo 
that the daring meteorologist’s health had 
completely broken down, and that unles 

steps were taken to compel his descent from 
the mountain, his life would be forfeited. 
Professor Wada, of the Imperial University, 
accordingly set out to save his friend. He 
carried with him instructions from the authori- 
ties as well as letters from Mr. Nonaka’s father 
and younger brother. The Professor was ac- 
companied by a gendarme named Tsukushi, a 
policeman named Hiraoka, and nine guides, 
the chief of whom, Onikuma, seems to bea 
man of extraordinary strength and endurance. 
The party reached the fifth station early on the 
afternoon of the 29th instant. Professor Wada 
would have pushed on at once, but the guides 
dissuaded him. Some hours were spent dig- 


ging an entrance to the stone hut that marks 


the station, the whole building being buried 


/ 
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under a mountain of snow. At 8 o'clock the 
following morning, the ascent was recom- 
menced, but only three stations were made, and 
the night was passed in the eighth hut. Up to 
this time, and indeed until the end of the enter- 
prise, the weather proved perfectly favourable. 
Professor Nonaka’s condition, when his friend 
reached him on the 22nd, is said to have been 
pitiable. He was pale as death, terribly attenu- 
ted, and unable to stand upright. Yet he 
utterly refused at first to listen to Professor 
Wada’'s proposals. His ruling idea seeins to have 
been that if he abandoned his project mid-way, 
no one would ever be found to undertake it 
again, and he declared that he would rather 
kill himself and find a grave in the snow than 
accept defeat. Professor Wada pointed out 
that to persist in remaining where he was could 
not possibly accomplish his object, for death 
must very soon overtake him, and that, under 
any circumstances, he was not in a condition to 
achieve the scientific purposes of his undertak- 
ing. Nonaka still held out, and, strange to say, 
his wife supported his resolution, on the ground 
that he had harboured this project for ten 
years, and that to abandon it when half achiev- 
: ed, would break his heart. Professor Wada, 
however, refused to listen to any arguments, and 
his resolution, aided by the letters he carried from 
Professor Nonaka’s father and brother, finally 
won the day. Nonaka being unable to put one 
foot before another, no resource offered except 
to wrap him closely in blankets and mount him 
on the back of Onikama, who actually succeed- 
ed in carrying the invalid down the steepest part 
of the mountain through deep snow and ice- 
covered slopes. When the eighth station was 
reached, Professsr Nonoka had lost conscious- 
ness, but he regained a little strength under the 
care of his friends. A kind of litter was then 
contrived by lashing together the pack-frames 
of the guides, and by this means Nonaka and his 
wife were carried safely to the third stage, where 
a physician was waiting with various appliances. 
The rest of the journey, like the portions out- 
\ined above, is described in great detail by some 
of the vernacular newspapers, but it will suffice 
to say that the sick man and his wife finally 
reached shelter and comfort, and, after some 
hours’ medical treatment, were able to converse 
and take nourishment. Comparatively little is 
told of Mrs. Nonaka, though she certainly de- 
Nc serves no less applause than her brave husband. 
NQ Bat it is woman’s lot to act the heroine, to suffer 
and to remain obscure. We may add _ that 
before Professor Nonaka would consent to 
abandon his plan, he exacted a promise from 


Professor Wada that another attempt should be 


made to carry it out. 








\ J THE RUSSIAN AND UNITED STATE 
MINISTERS IN SOUL. 


cer nnnreea pete aan 
The Nicht Nichi Shimbun writes editorially 
as follow :— 


That some Americans were connected with the 
SSul disturbance of November 28th, seems to be 


definitely proved: As to the Russian and Ageci- | —VJVVVW_W—WH/|"""__ 


can Ministers, we know not whether they were 
really implicated in the affair. It is, however, a 
fact that their complicity is suspected by the 
Koreans and by the foreign residents of Sdul. We 
do not pretend to say how the matter will be dealt 
with by the Governments of Russia and the United 
States. Nor do we know in what manner the 
general suspicion is to be removed. But should 
there be any foundation for the suspicion, it must 
be presumed that those Governments will not 
suffer the matter to pass unnoticed. 

We learn as a fact that one or two Koreans, 
having at first taken refuge in the Russian Lega- 
tion, subsequently fled abroad. As tothe Ameri- 
can Minister, he is said to have admitted that he 
gave asylum to refugees on the occasion of the 
émeute of October 8th. It is also well known that 
these Korean refugees were participators in the 
disturbance of November 28th. Under these 
circumstances, the American Minister may have 
originally acted very properly in affording protec- 
tion to them, but the fact remains undisputed that 
under his protection they hatched a conspiracy for 
attacking the Palace. If the Minister who afford. 
ed protection to these conspirators had no connec 
tion with their plot, he is evidently bound to prove 
his innocence. At all events, alter the discovery 










































of the plot he ought not to have continued to 
extend protection to the conspirators. A national 
Representative’s privilege of inviolability extends 
only to his family and to subordinates essential to 
his mission, Under no circumstances does that 
privilege warrant him in screening from justice 
offenders against the Government of the country 
to which he is accredited. On the 8th of October, 
it might have been proper for any of the foreign 
Ministers to extend asylum (vo Korean refugees. 
But alter the 28th of November, these Koreans 
ought to have been tveated as offenders against 
the State. The pretext that they had plotted 
against a Government responsible for having 
suffered the murderers of the Queen to go free, 
and for protecting the Tai Wo6u-ekun, can not ex- 
cuse such plotters from the offence of having 
attacked the Palace. No foreign Legation was 
wartanted in giving asylum to these refugees. If 
they still remain in any of the Legations, the 
Korean Government ought to demand their 
delivery, and in case the demand be not complied 
with, the Government should either effect its object 
by foice, Or communicate directly with the home 
Government of the Minister in question. Under 
no circumstance should any Minister be allowed 
to abuse his privilege of asylum. 


The Russian Chargé, Mr. Waeber, is believed 
by our countrymen as well as by some Koreans 
to be an energetic and skilful diplomat. But he 
is not in good sepute at hume. On the arrival of 
the new Minister, Mr. de Speyer, Mr. Waeber 
will not remain in the capacity of Secretary, 
but will quit the Korean shores, Russia, tt 
would seem, tegards Korea as a neighbour 
in which she is deeply interested, and for 
the preservation of whose independence she is 
sparing no pains. She seems to be in no way 
partial to employing petty intrigues apainst the 
little Court in Séul. Under these circumstances, 
any scheme that has for its object the instigation 
of one faction to conspiracy against another, can 
never have the countenance of the Government in 
St. Petersburg, We doubt wot, therefore, that, in 
case Mr, Waeber was in any way connected with 
the affair of November 28th, his Government will 
not fail to adopt proper measures about him. 
Otherwise Russia’s credit will seriously suffer. 

As to the Americans abroad, they as well as 
their Ministers are very prone to assert their per- 
sonal independence, carrying it to such an ex- 
tremity that it involves actions directly at variance 
with the intentions of theic home Government. 
The part that Americans took in the Hawaiian 
revolution is a most significant case in point. 
True to its tradition of non-interference in foreign 
matters, the Washington Government sent a 
special functionary to examine into the affair. 
The result of his investigations led that Govern. 
ment to disown the actions of its Representative 
and recall him; to disgrace the naval officer that 
had landed a patty of marines; to discontinue the 
protection that its Representative had been giving 
to the new Governmeat; and finally to propose 
the restoration of the status quo ante the revolu- 
tion. By such purity of motives was the Ameri- 
can Government actuated in that matter. We do 
not maintain that Mr, Sill’s conduct is to be come 
pared with that of the American Minister in Hono- 
lulu. But should it turn out that Mr. Sill has in any 
way intetfered with the internal affairs of Korea, 
lying beyond the proper sphere of his official func- 
lions; we are confident that the American Govern. 
ment will not fail to deal with him in a becoming 
manner.” 


FOREIGNERS AND THE SOUL 
BMEUTE OF NOV. 28TH. 


—_————__-_>—_- 

With reference to a letter from General Mc. 
E. Dye, published in our correspondence 
columns, we note that he confirms the general 
charge recently preferred by Colonel Cockerill 
against the trustworthiness of Japanese corre- 
spondents in Soul and of the telegrams for- 
warded by them to Tokyo. We have already 
explained that it would be extravagant to expect 
keen political insight or access to accurate 
sources of information from correspondents of 
ths class sent to Korea by the vernacular jour- 
nals of Tokyo. But in the particular case to 
which General Dye alludes, it must be con- 
fessed that there existed elements of perplexity. 
The Rev. Dr. Underwood and General Dye 
seem to have acted in a perfectly natural and 
proper manner under very trying circumstances ; 
but their presence at the King’s side throughout 
the events of the 28th ultimo, and the fact that 
Dr. Underwood carried to the Palace notice of 
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what was impending, thas enabling General 
Dye to make the skilful dispositions for defence 
that led to the complete route of the conspira- 
lors, constitute evidence that might easily be 
construed in the sense of collusion. There is 
thus some slight excuse for the misconception 
of which General Dye complains. But the 
curious part of the affair is that rumour, as cir- 
culated by Japanese correspondence and tele- 
grams, placed Dr. Underwood and General Dye |, 
in the position of secrect promoters of the ata 
tack upon the Palace, their motive being to 
rescue the King from the control established 
over him by the sanguinary myrmidons of the 
King-Parent (the Tai W6n-kun), whereas it 
now appears that General Dye and Dr. Under- 
wood played precisely the opposite réle, the 
latter giving timely notice of the conspiracy, 
and the former organizing measures to defeat 
it. It is fortunate that General Dye has spoken ; 
out, for he and Dr. Underwood alone were in a ; 
position to give an accurate version of their ° 
own share in the émeute, and history compiled } 
from Japanese journalistic sources evidently } 
needs much correction. 





THE INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 
———_—_—_—_>___—- 


According to the Budget, a sum of 94,979,685 
yen is to be spent during the seven years begin- 
ning with April of the present year for purposes 
of naval extension, independently of ships 
already in course of construction. The amount 
is to be voted as a continuing fund spread over 
that length of time. The sum asked for the 
coming fiscal year in this department is 
22,256,294 yen, of which 12,749,467 yen is to f 
be expended for the construction of new ships, 
7,747,529 yes for the manufacture of arms, and i 
1,759,298 yen for building. The manafacture 
of arms is to be completed in the 34th fiscal 
year, namely rgor, and it demands altogether 
an outlay of 33,751,162 yen. The building 
undertaking—to be finished in 1903—is to cost 
14,073,946 yen in all. As to the construction 
of war-vessels, itis to be completed in 1902, 
the whole cost being 47,154,576 yen. Aeinthe 
case of the Army, so in the case of the Navy, it 
is not yet possible to make any definite state- 
ment with regard to the exact degree of increase 
contemplated by the Government, Some per- 
sons state that the object of the present pro- 
gramme is to raise the total displacement of  .- 
the Navy to 200,000 tons during the period ¢ 
mentioned above. 





PECUNIARY RESULTS OF THE 
THEATRICALS IN TOKF¥O. 


—_____»——____—_ 

We are asked to state that the gross receipts 
from the Amateur Theatricals recently per- 
formed in Tokyo were 2,002 yen, and the ex- 
penses, 352 yen, the net profit thus being 1,650 
yen, or over 300 yen more than last year’s earn- 
ings. The profits have been divided equally 
(550 yen each) between the Orphanage of St. 
Infant Jesus in Tsukiji, the Lepers’ Hospital 
at Gotemba, and the Gifa Earthquake Orphan- 
age. The Ladies of the Committee desire us 
to convey their thanks to the actors and others 
that assisted to bring about this satisfactory 
result and to the newspapers that published 
advertisements. 








THE QUEEN OF KOREA. 
— owe o ——-<> - -- — —_ 

A chequered career in truth was that of the 
Queen of Korea at its close. Less than two 
months ago the unfortunate lady’s corpse lay 
hacked and charred in a well; she was pro- 
claimed a traitress, an agent of evil, a perverter 
of official morality; her rank was taken from 
her, and even decent burial was denied to her. 
To-day, she has the posthumous titles of “‘ Guile- 
less, Reverential ;” a temple, called ‘ Virtue, 
Accomplishment,” is dedicated to her memory ; 
her tomb is named “ The Solemn Sepulchre ;” 
and twenty-two officials of the highest rank are | 
engaged in composing and watingherbiography, { 
her eulogy, and her threnody. 
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breeding, the authorities of the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce have caused in- 
vestigations to be conducted as tothe history of 
horses in Japan. We proceed to notice the 
principal points of the report on the subject 
lately made public. The earliest historical re- 
cords abound in allusions to horses. It is in 
one place described how a certain deity hunted 
wild horses, and elsewhere we are told that an- 
other divine being journeyed from Izumo to 
Yamato on horseback. It may thus be con- 
cluded that the use of horses in this country 
dates from a very remote era. The official 
document before us does not attempt to 
decide whether the horses spoken of in 
these old records existed already in Japan 
atthe time when the Yamato race first land- 
ed there. Possibly the invaders brought the 
animals with them, but that is mere conjecture. 
In later periods—later in comparison with the 
first coming of the Yamato race—horses were 
continually imported from the neighbouring 
continent, principally from Korea. We read, 
for instance, that in the 47th year of the reign 
of the celebrated Empress Jingo, several good 
horses were presented to the Imperial Court 
as tribute from Kudara, one of the petty 
kingdoms into which the Korean penin- 
sula was divided in ancient times. A simi- 
lar tribute was offered from the same State 
in the 5th year of the succeeding reign. 
On the latter occasion, a subject of Kudara was 
taken into the Imperial service to look after 
these horses, which were pastured at Karusaka 
in Yamato. In the early part of the 16th 
century, when the country was under the sway 
\ of the Ashikaga Shogunate, Arabian horses 
‘4s were first introduced here by Italians and Portu- 
guese. These horses were confined to Kyushu, 
for the House of Ashikaga, then tottering to its 
fall, paid little attention to such a question as 
harse breeding. Early in the 18th century, the 
wise and enlightened Shogun Yoshimune first 
took up the matter in earnest. He caused a 
Dutchman to import ,breeding horses from 
. Persia, and they were kept at Kogane in Shimo- 
sa and on other pastures. Subsequently, under 
the same Shogun, more horses were purchased 
from the same country, and kept at Mineoka in 
Awaand Sannohe in Mutsu. About this time 
%.a Dutchman, whose name, so far as can be 
made out from the Japanese transliteration, 
appears to have been ecizct, was employed as 
instructor in horse-riding. One of the Persian 
horses sent to Sannohe died there in 1742, and 
a tombstane still marks the spot where the 
animal was buried, a circamstance showing how 
highly these foreign horses were valued. In 
, the Governor of Nagasaki, Tsuge Nagato- 
no-kami, imported seven Persian horses, five o 
grhich died on the way.”~ The two that success 
fully endured the long and tedious voyage, 
were sent on to Yedo, where, it is stated, 
one of them was fed and cared for in the 
~ Japanese fashion, and the other in the Dutch 
style. Nearer to the present time, in 1867, 
. | Napoleon the Third presented the Shogun with 
twenty-six good Algerian sires and mares. It 
is het trom these stocks that the present 
hybrid horses are derived. 

In the opinion of the compiler of the official 
document thus far quoted, historical evidence 
shows that the improvement of horses engaged 
the serious attention of the Imperial Court in 
ancient times, especially in the reigns of the 
Emperors Tenchi and Temmu. After the pas- 
sage of the real administrative power into the 
hands of military usurpers, the breed of horses, 
strange to say, steadily declined. It might be 
supposed that in proportion as war assumed 
more and more importance, increasing attention 
would have been bestowed upon the improve- 
ment of horses. But from the nature of the coun- 
try, cavalry has never formed an essential part of 
an army. Moreover, the state of perpetual war- 
fare in which the country was plunged for several 
centuries, not only proved fatal to all peaceful 
arts and pursuits, by also seems to have been 
equally prejadical to the improvement of horse 
breeding. 


emand. 


and the 
this need. 


or naval officers. 


entered the’ 


Google 


The current number of the Za-yo (Sun) pub- 
lishes an authorized and revised report of a very 
suggestive and interesting lecture on the above 
subject, delivered by Lieutenant-General Vis- 
count Soga ata recent meeting of the Educa- 
tional Society of Japan. 
of great interest to all students of contemporary 
Japanese history, and the manner in which it 
was dealt with by the veteran soldier and scholar 
makes the essay doubly worthy of attention. Of 
all the changes, says Viscount Soga, intro- 
duced since the Restoration, none has been 
more radical than the change made in the 
military system of the Empire. In former times, 
the business of fighting was the particular 
privilege and concern of the Samurai class, but 
with the Restoration was revived the system 
that prevailed under the ancient Imperial régime, 
namely, the system of recruiting the army from 
every class of the people. 
various interesting problems, but only one of 
these was considered by the lecturer, namely, 
to what class of people should the country in 
future look for recruiting the soldiery in general 
and the officers in particular. 
the tank and file, it is in all countries the 

easant class that supplies the bulk of the 
Japan is no exception to the rule. 
peaking from his own knowledge of the pea- 
nt class in Japan, the Viscount stated that the 
(Glers of the soil were better adapted for mili- 
lary service than other classes of the people, 
being stronger in physique, simpler in habits, 
endowed with more courage, better capable of 
eee privation and accomplishing difficult 
sks, and more numerous. 
which he particularly wished todraw the attention 
of his hearers was this: from which class of the 
people are the officers to be supplied. 


At present, the greater part of the officers be- 
long to the Shzsodu, or the former Samurat 
class. The preponderance of men of this class 
in the Army or Navy at present requires no 
explanation, for it is the natural result of the 
state of things that existed in former times. It 
might be thought that the SAisoku families will 
continue to turn out officers as heretofore. 
Viscount Soga points out that a great change ig 
oming over the position of this class. 
re fram 430,000 to 440,000 Shisoku families 
in the country. A large percentage of these 
families occupy the middle and higher positions 
in society, for the former Samurai and their 
sons ate still the predominating factors in the 
political, educational, and ever in the business, 
field. Butat the same time a still larger portion 
of the class have been reduced to a state of 
utter poverty and arg fast losing the fine quali- 
ies for which they were formerly distingaished. 
Thus while, on the one hand, the num- 
ber of Shisoku that can afford to educate 
their sons for a militay career is rapidly dimi- 
nishing, on the other, SAésoku in high social 
positions who can afford to spend money on 
their sons’ education, appear in many instances 
reluctant to send them to military colleges. The 
poate of the Shésoku officers in the Army 

avy is thus gradually decreasing and 
will go on decreasing at an ever higher rate. 
ut with its increase of armament, the’ country 
will develop a growing need for officers, and it 
is time to consider which class is best suited to 
take the place of the Shésoku for supplying 
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In European countries the nobility contribute 
a large element to the Army and Navy. But 
in Japan, although officers sometimes become 
nobles, noblemen very rarely become military 


There are only 640 Rasaks 
families in gepan, and even if a eir sons 


rmy and Navy, the number would 
fall far short of what is required. But the sons 
f nobles are generally defective in constitu- 
ion and therefore unfit for a military career. If 
ot the nobility or the SAisod4u, what class then? 
The Viscount is of opinion that the class best 
adapted to take the place of the Shisoku is 
the, higher.clase.of..farmers, or. Une.-landed 
gentry. Tho large farmers, or Gnd, as they 
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THE FUTURE MILITARY CLASS OF|ate called, form a class by themselves, and 


are very much looked up to by the peasantry — 
among whom they live. They are self-respect- 
ing, love honour above money, simple in their 
mode of living, blunt and straight-forward in : 
their character; in short, they possess some- 
thing very like the spirit of the former Samurat. 
It is from this class, therefore, that Viscount 
Soga expects the majority of officers in the 
Army and Navy to be drawn hereafter. 


Considering the matter from their own point 
of view, the Géné would do well to put their 
sons into the Army or Navy. Under the pre- 
sent Conscription Regulations, no male sub- 
ject, unless he be physically disqualified, is 
exempt from military service: upper-class far- 
mers can claim no immunity. If, then, they 
must serve in the Army, is it not better for them 
to do so in the capacity of officers than in that 
of privates? If they do not find it desirable to 
devote their whole lives to military service, they 
have the option of entering the Army as volun- 
teers, provided they are either graduates of an 
ordinary middle school, or successfully pass a 
special examination. After serving in the line 
for one year, a volunteer is instructed in the 
duties of an officer during a term of three 
months or more, after which, if he satisfies 
his examiners, he is appointed an officer and 
put on the First Reserve. After two more 
years, he is transferred to the Second Reserve, 
though, if he so desires, he may be allowed to 
remain on the First Reserve for a longer period. 
By adopting this course, the eldest sons of the 
G6nd, who are generally expected to remain at 
home and direct their family affairs, can not only 
abridge their term of active service, but also re- 
ceive commissions that carrry with them great 
respect and honour. 


Yet it is not in this way that Viscount Soga 
desires the sons of the Géné join the Army. He~ 
strongly urges them to enter the Military or. 
Naval colleges and serve as officers on the ac-. 
tive list. To what an extent the Army and the 
Navy are to be increased, he cannot say for 
certain, but he thinks it safe to assert that the 
limit in the case of the Army will be between 
400,000 {0 500,000, including those on the 
reserve list. On that basis, at least 10,000 
officers would be required in the Army. - As for 
the Navy, the increase of ships will necessitate at 
least double the present number of officers, or ¥ 
3,000 approximately. The majority of these 
13,000 officers in both services, Viscount Soga 


wishes to see furnished by the Géné class. y 


When the trumpet of war calls the nation to t/ 


arms, it will be an impressive sight to see the 
sturdy sons of the peasants leave their villages 
for the rendezvous under the lead of officers to 
whom they have been accustomed from their 
boyhood to look up with respect and love. 
And still more impressive it will be to see 
them thus led back to their homes after a 
campaign. The recollection of the hardships 
and dangers undergone by them together will 
draw the officers and men into still closer rela- 
tions after they have once more settled down 
to a peaceful life. The bonds of affection and 
the relationship of superior and inferior—already 
existing between the Géné and the peasantry— 
thus strengthened will conduce to the smooth 
working of the communal system. 


Thus from whatever point of view the ques- 
tion be considered, Viscount Soga is convinced 
that re destined to be thé future mili- / 
tary class of Japan. He urges upon the leaders 
of the nation to spare no means of promoting 
and accelerating this natural tendency, by en- 
couraging the landed gentry to educate their 
sons for the Army of the Navy. Men engaged 
in educational work should take special pains to 
induce the boys of this class to look to the Army 
or the Navy as their natural sphere of ambition 
and renown. 
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Mr. Nakano, Governor of Kanagawa, received 
at the Kencho on the rst inst. various Consuls, 
officials of the Kencho, and other local officers, 
holders of decorations, and other prominent 
residents. The Kencho officials afterwards held 
a New Year entertainment at the Prefectural 
Aasembly Hall. 
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THE PRESIDENT AND THE VENE- 
ZUELAN QUESTION. 
——_——_—_—_—_@—___—_—- 

HE more we consider the telegraphic 
résumé of President CLEVELAND'S 
Message to Congress on the subject of 
Venezuela, the less disposed do we feel 
to acknowledge its accuracy. Nobody 
will deny, we presume, not even the 
worst Anglo-phobe in the United States, 
that the Government of Washington, 
would place itself in a most unpractical 
and illogical position did it undertake to 
dictate the terms upon which two neigh- 
bouring States in foreign territory—over 
which it has no manner of control and to 
the possession of which it lays no sort of 
claim—should settle a dispute as to the 
delimitation of their frontiers. In fact, 
much of the writing that has appeared in 
English, as well as in American, journals, 
represents the attitude of the United 
States toward the South American Re- 
publics as even less statesmanlike or de- 
fensible than the attitude formerly main- 
tained by China toward the buffer 
countries on her frontiers. According to 
those journals, the Washington Cabinet, 
while denying any kind of responsibility 
vis-a-vis European Powers for acts com- 
mitted by South-American Republics, 
nevertheless insists that European Powers, 
in adopting measures to redress or resent 
such acts, must be guided strictly by 
Washington’s convenience. That is not 
the true position assumed by the United 
States, as we understand it, but is rather 
a reductio ad absurdum of the position. 
It is indubitably within the right of every 
Power to reduce to practice its distinction 
between events that threaten its own 
security and events that have no national 
concern for it, whether present or pro- 
spective. A hundred historical instances 
might be cited of the exercise and recog- 
nition of thatright, but it suffices to mention 
the questions continually occurring be- 
tween Russiaand Great Britain with regard 
to Central Asian countries separating the 
borders of the two Great Powers. If the 
statesmen of the United States believe— 
as they may believe with obvious justice— 
that the tranquillity and even the integrity 
of their country would be menaced by the 
establishment of a strong military Power 
on any part of the South American Con- 
tinent, they have the sanction of prece- 
dent and international law for resisting 
such a consummation. Great Britain 
certainly must sympathise with a prin- 
ciple perpetually illustrated in her own 
practice. Theoretically, therefore, the 
Government of the United States is 
justified in claiming that its voice shall be 
heard when there is question of any ter- 
ritorial re-adjustments in South America. 
Practically, however, the difficulties of 
asserting such a claim are immense, 
and it happens, unfortunately, that they 
are illustrated with exireme salience in 
the case of Venezuela. For in that in- 


stance there is no question whatever of 
the establishment of any Great Military 
Power in South America. There is ques- 
tion simply of a rectification of the fron- 
tiers of British and Venezuelan territories. 
It cannot matter a row of pins to the 
United States, either now or in the future, 
whether a petty strip of land lying on the 
borders of Venezuela and British Guiana 
be absorbed definitely into the former or 
into the latter. If England’s position in 
South America could be sensibly weaken- 
ed by the alienation of this little patch 
of territory, one could understand the 
desire of the United States to sup- 
port Venezuela’s claim against Great 
Britain’s. But that is an absurd sup- 
position, and it consequently results that 
the position assumed by the Washing- 
ton Government is about as vexatious and 
arbitrary as can well be conceived. Never- 
theless, from the moment that the United 
States assumes that position, it is but 
natural that official steps should be taken 
to ascertain exactly what portions of 
territory are in dispute, and what are the 
precise claims advanced by each side. 
Thus President CLEVELAND’S recommen- 
dation that a Commission should be ap- 
pointed by Congress to conduct inquiries 
in loco becomes a perfectly reasonable 
step. But we are entirely sceptical as to 
the language attributed to Mr. CLEVELAND 
in connection with the Commission. He 
is represented as saying that the Com- 
mission shall ‘determine the true fron- 
tier,” and that ‘‘it is the duty of America 
to resist, by every means in her power, 
any attempt by Great Britain to take 
possession of any territory which that 
Commission adjudges to Venezuela.’’ It 
is scarcely possible to believe that the 
PRESIDENT used such language. In the 
first place, a Commission of the kind 
proposed would not be in a position to 
adjudicate between the rival claims, for 
the obvious reason that Great Britain 
would necessarily decline to plead her case 
before it. Any decision formed by it must 
therefore be of an ex-parte character, based 
entirely upon the evidence of the Vene- 
zuelans, who, if they were willing to place 
themselves under the protection of the 
United States, would doubtless be ready 
to facilitate the Commission’s labours and 
to lay before it whatever testimony they 
could adduce in favour of their own claim. 
It may be contended, of course, that Great 
Britain’s case has already been set forth 
in despatches, and is, therefore, accessible 
to the Commission without recourse to any 
fresh evidence. But if that be so, the ap- 
pointment of the Commission is a mere 
work of supererogation. The Standing 
Committee on Foreign Relations would be 
perfectly competent to discharge all the 
duties required. In the second place, when 
the PRESIDENT calls upon his country to ac- 
cept the decision of such a Commission as 
final, and “to resist by every means in its 
power any attempt by Great Britain to 
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take possession of any territory adjudged 
by the Commission to Venezuela,” he 
utters a pronunciamiento so defiant and so 
arbitrary that only the utmost forbearance 
and good will on Great Britain’s part can 
construe it as anything short of a decla- 
ration of war. England is often called, 
especially by American journalists, an 
aggressive and imperious Power. But 
suppose, for an instant, that England had 
done what America has now done. Sup- 
pose that the QUEEN had sent a Message 
to Parliament advising the appointment 
of a Parliamentary Commission ‘to 
determine the true frontiers of British 
and Venezuelan territories ; and suppose 
that HER MAJESTY had extended the mes- 
sage to recommending that the decision 
of the Commission should be supported, 
and that any attempt on America’s 
part to resist it should be opposed by 
every means in Great Britain’s power, 
would not the whole American nation be 
thrown into a phrensy of excitement, and 
would not the world say that England’s 
sole object was to precipitate war? Yet 
even such action on Great Britain’s part 
would not be nearly so arbitrary as is the 
course attributed to President CLEVELAND, 
for whereas the territory in dispute has 
been claimed by England for more than a 
hundred years, and has been settled, to a 
large extent, by British subjects, America 
does not even pretend to have a title to 
it, and is avowedly influenced merely by 
contingencies of the remotest character. 
For these reasons we are unable to credit 
the telegraphic version of President 
CLEVELAND'S Message to Congress. We 
can not believe that the CHIEF MAGISTRATE 
of the United States, a cool, calculating, 
and liberal-minded man, can have delibe- 
rately set himself to promote a catastrophe 
that would deservedly earn for him the 
execrations of posterity for all time, and 
would inflict upon civilization the most 

terrible blow it has ever experienced. 

HORSES IN FAPAN. 
ee eee 

HE question of horses for the Japanese 
army has begun to be generally 
discussed, according to the vernacular 
press. The Diet, last session, voted a 
sum of about twelve thousand yen to 
defray the expenses of a commission of 
inquiry, and the commissioners—appoint- 
ed by the Department of Agriculture-and 
Commerce—are said to have reported in 
favour of procuring thorough-bred sires 
from Arabia, England, and America, those 
obtained from the last mentioned country 
being, of course, the celebrated trotter 
variety. The price to be paid for these 
horses is put at 2,000 yen each, at most, 
and twenty breeding parks are recom- 
mended to be established throughout the 
empire, the total cost of the enterprise 
being estimated at over three million yer. 
The rearing of an improved breed of 
military horses alone is not to be the 
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object: ordinary riding horses and pack 
herses are also to be included in the pro- 
gramme. We read in the $i7¢ Shimpo 
that 40 years are required to complete the 
scheme, but it is difficult to conceive any 
reason for such delay. At the price 
named, 500 sires could be imported for a 
-million ye, and it would be an exceed- 
ingly low estimate to count on 5,000 
half-breeds per annum, if Japanese mares 
were used. In five or six years a supply 
ample for the immediate needs of the 
Army would thus be obtained, and in ten 
years a large number—several thousands 
~~of three-quarters-breeds would be avail- 
able. Evidently, if recourse were had to 
Australia, the project could be carried out 
much more cheaply. Presumably, the 
opinion recently advanced by Mr. 
KANEKO, Vice-Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, is generally entertained 
in his Department--namely, that as 
Japanese ponies must have developed, in 
the course of centuries, some qualities 
specially suited to the climate and topo- 
graphy of the country, it would be a 
mistake to supplant them abtogether by 
horses from abroad. There can be no 
doubt that a Japanese pony will keep his 
feet on roads where an Australian or 
European horse, without special experi- 
ence, would fall immediately, and that he 
will thrive on food of the coarsest de- 
acciptien. But bas it heen found that 
these qualities are transmitted to the half- 
breed? We do not.think so. If not, 
what is to be gained by using Japanese 
mares for stud purposes. Nine foals out 
of every ten thrown by them to a foreign 
sire are no better than the dam, except in 
the matter of size. If evidence were forth- 
coming that the progeny of Japanese 
ponies and foreign horses possessed any 
desirable qualities not shown by the latter, 
we could appreciate the idea of retaining 
a strain of Japanese blood. But there is 
no such evidence. The defects of the 
half-breed in Japan are the defects of his 
dam, and he certainly shows no good 
points unpossessed by his sire. It is true 
that where a powerful, broad-sinewed, 
heavy-boned mare exists already in a 
country, her elimination from the stud 
would be a mistake, seeing that, however 
desirable it may be to refine her propor- 
tions and improve her mettle, as trans- 
mitted toher progeny, it is equally desir- 
able to preserve her power. But we can 
not conceive why any breeder should 
choose such a poor animal as the Japanese 
pony for stud purposes : he would weed it 
out at once. The Australian or European 
horse, totally unaccustomed to roads, or 
rather paths, of the kind existing in the 
interior of Japan, and, indeed, in the Far 
East generally, stumbles on them as a 
matter of course. But being naturally far 
cleverer than the ungainly, ill-shaped 
Japanese pony, a little experience would 
enable him to develop sure feet. The 
case is precisely analogous to that of the 


English hunter taken suddenly into an 
Irish district of narrow-backs and walls, 
or that of the Irish hunter ridden for the 
first time at English timber and water. 
Both come to grief, yet no one has ever 
been heard to contend that either horse 
possesses hereditary capacities for nego- 
tiating a special class of obstacles. Inter- 
change their early pastures and their 
youthful training and the difference be- 
tween the abilities of their parents become 
reversed in the progeny. The question of 
constitution is, however, open todiscussion. 
In that respect the advantage may be on 
the side of the Japanese pony so far as 
concerns use in Japan. But there is 
nothing in the climatic conditions of Japan, 
so far as we know, that should impair the 
health of an Australian horse. All over 
India Australian horses are used for mili- 
tary purposes with most satisfactory re- 
sults. Some two thousand re-mounts go 
yearly from the colony to the dependency. 
Moreover, it does not seem that Califor- 
nian, European, or Australian horses thrive 
ill in Japan. Numbers of them have been 
used here during the past twenty years for 
harness and saddle purposes, and there is 
no record that they succumb to influences 
withstood by the Japanese pony. At all 
events, the Japanese Military Authorities 
can not palter with this question. It will 
never do to adopt a system of which the 


results are to be reaped twenty, thirty, or 


forty years hence. The way to escape 
molestation is to be ready to repel it. The 
army can not wait two or three decades be- 
fore its cavalry and artillery are properly 
horsed. Twothousand Australian dams and 
a hundred and fifty sires might be imported 
at a cost of less thana million and a half 
yen, and in five or six years the Japanese 
cavalry and artillery would be fully horsed 
with animals capable of holding their own 
in any campaign. No other plan seems to 
offer any reasonable hope of success. 


FOREIGNERS AND THE KOREAN 
EMEUTE OF NOV. 28. 


we —_—-- 


~>— 

OUBTLESS the exceedingly severe 
criticisms evoked by the actions of 

their own nationals in Séul on November 
8th are in some degree responsible for 
the persistence shown by Japanese jour- 
nals and their correspondents in seeking 
to establish criminal collusion between 
certain foreigners and the conspirators 
that attacked the Korean Palace on No- 
vember 28th. Two wrongs do not make 
a right, but it is only human that men 
should be pleased to convict their ac- 
cusers of the very guilt laid to their own 
charge. This question of foreign implica- 
tion has two distinct phases: one relating 
to the action of non-official individual 
foreigners ; the other to that of the Ame- 
rican and Russian Representatives in 
their diplomatic capacity. As to the for- 
mer, despite the iterated accusations of 
Japanese correspondents writing from 
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Sdul, we see no reason whatevet ‘to doubt 
the straightforward and reasonable state- 
ment made by General DYE in our cor- 
respondence columns on the 31st ult. 
The charge preferred by the Japanese 
against General Dye, Colonel NIEN- 
STEAD, Dr. UNDERWOOD, and other Ame- 
rican missionaries rests entirely on the 
hypothesis that these gentlemen, inti- 
mate friends of the murdered QUEEN 
and bitterly hostile to her murderers, 
by whom the administrative power was 
usurped, instigated, or at any rate as- 
sisted, the abortive conspiracy of Novem- 
ber 28th which had for its object the 
overthrow and summary punishment of 
the assassin officials. But there seems 
to be no room to doubt that the part 
played by General Dy£ and Dr. UNDErR- 
WOOD was to give timely warning of, and 
to defeat, the conspiracy. The motives 
attributed to them being thus exactly the 
converse of the motives displayed by their 
conduct, the whole charge must be held 
invalid. Our readers, after perusing the 
correspondence of the Miche Nicht Shim- 
bun, published elsewhere in our columns, 
will probably agree with us in thinking 
that international jealousies and sectarian 
rivalries have helped to obscure the truth 
about these wretched events. One mis- 
sionary clique is not unwilling to discredit 
another by fomenting public belief in the 
latter’s association with lawless acts ; and 
one group of national Representatives 
perceives some diplomatic gain in promot- 
ing a rumour discreditable to the official 
integrity of another group. It seems, in- 
deed, as though even the foreign residents 
in Séul were being gradually drawn into 
the maelstrom of intrigue that engulphs 
all prominent Koreans sooner or later. 
But the history of American missionaries 
‘in the East furnishes no incident consist- 
ent with the conduct ascribed to them in 
Séul by Japanese correspondents, and 
since General Dyg’s simple narrative has 
been confirmed in every point again and 


again by Mr. ALLEN, Secretary of the. 


United States Legation in Sédul, it will be 
difficult to get the foreign public to be- 
lieve anything else. One other fact is 
worth noting before we dismiss this sub- 
ject. The Micki Nichi’s correspondent 
represents the American missionaries as 
being greatly perturbed by the comments 
of the Sdu/ News on their conduct. The 
degree of their perturbation may be ga- 
thered from the latest editorial utterance 
of the Korean Repository :— 


Enthusiasm is contagious, The Kanjo Shimpo 
(Sdul News), in its issue of Dec. 5, has an article, 
“Is it True or Not ?” which blazes with indignatiag 
against evil doers in general and against ‘ foreigners, 
especially those who 
acts’”’—meaning no doubt the assault on the Royal 
Palace during the early morning of Nov. 28th. It 
charges ‘‘certain ntissionaries with having received 
money from the Queen to build churches and schools, 
‘These men have ever since her death been burning 
with a desire for revenge.” Who these “ certain 
missionaries ” are, we are not informed, no intimstion 
even is given, but anxiety is expressed lest these 
‘in their zeal they forgot their calling and participat- 
ed in planning the last riotous acts.” While not 
placing implicit confidence in “ these rumours,” the 
writer of the article in question affirms that if '‘ these 


had part in ‘‘the last riotous: 
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criticized, giving, at the same time, alsit by the side of Canon LIDDON who 


rumours ” are true, ‘’ for missionaries to be implicated 
in the plots of vile villains whose objects were assault 
and assassination, then their conduct was inconsist~ 
ent.” With righteous indignation and holy horror, 
the article closes by asking, “ How can these men 
justify themselves to the founder of their religion.” 

A man is never called onto “justify himself” for 
what he has not done. We may not have the honour 
personally to be classed with these ‘‘ certain mission- 
aries,” but being honoured with the personal! acquuint- 
ance of al] Protestant missionaries in the country, we 
will not take the trouble to answer the aspersion of 
their keeping company with and entering into the 
plats of ‘‘ vile villains.” Bleze away, brother, now 
that you are started and it may be you will work 
yoursélf up to the point of having some horror of 
the murder of the Queen in which some of: your 
countrymen are implicated—you yourselves being 
witnesses, No, no, we are not “burning with a 
desire for revenge,’ but we ave“ burning with a 
desire” to have’ justice meted out to those whose 
bands are red with the blood of Her Majesty. We 
will not be diverted. We want the ‘‘ riotous acts” 
of Oct. 8, not whitewashed, but calmly weighed in the 
balance of justice and the guilty. punished, whether 
Koreans or Japanese. Our feelings are outraged and 
the. feelings of loyal Koreans as well. They are not 
dead to all feeling. The murder of their Queen, 
whatever may have been her political offences, and no 
one, pretands she was guiltless, is not a matter of. in- 
difference, *‘an error of judgment,” “an affair,” to 
be treated to a spurt of indignation and then dis- 
missed. It isthe talk.of the men while walking the 
streets of the city, or while working in the shop, and 
of the women while sewing or ironing at night. We 
have talked with Koreans, we have expressed 
sympathy with them in the loss of their “ mother,” 
and. it was refreshing to find that there is some spirit 
of honest manhood left in their hearts that looks with 
horror and loathing upon the butchery of the 8th of 
Qatober. 


As to. the other charge growing out of 


the. latest émeute, namely, the implication |? 


of the Representatives of America and 
Russia, it rests, so far as we can see, 
solely on the fact that Koreans enjoying 
the protection of those Legations were 
among the leading plotters of the second 
attack.on the Palace, and were, neverthe- 
less, either suffered to find continued sanc- 
tuary in the Legations, or assisted to escape 
beyond the reach of justice. The Nichi 
Nichs, in an article translated elsewhere, 
treats this phase of the affair in a mode- 
rate and logical manner. No attempt is 
made.to deny that any Legation in Sdul 
would have been justified in obeying the 
laws of humanity so far as to succour 
Koreans. tlying from. the’ murderous out- 
break of November the 8th. But it is 
equally: certain that no Legation in Séul 
would: have been justified in allowing such 
sanctuary to be perverted into an indirect 
means of facilitating lawless acts of ven- 
geance. We do not possess information 
suffcient.to:‘form the basis of a definite 
opinion on these points. But we endorse 
the Nicht Nicht’s belief. that ifthe Repre- 
sentative of the United'States or of Russia 
has overstepped the proper limits of his 
functions, he will not be spared either in 
Washington or in St. Petersburg. 








THE DOCTRINE OF IMMORTALITY. 
_ Oo : 
(COMMUNICATED.) 


W.* are reluctant to allow the various 
VY letters that have appeared on this 
subject in our columns to remain un- 
noticed, though it must be plain that to 
fully discuss all the points touched by our 
critics, even if space for such discussion 
were available, would be an endless task. 
We shall therefore confine our attention 
to a few of the more important points 


fuller statement of the agnostic view of the 
doctrine in dispute. Mr. TYNG, whose 
letter, as he is candid enough to admit, 
was written while he was suffering from a 
fit of impatience, and a correspondent who 
signs himself ‘“S.” accuse us of misrepre- 
senting Bishop BUTLER’S view on the 
immortality of animals. Nothing could be 
further from the truth than such an asser- 
tion. In order to enable our readers to 
judge for themselves, we append the pas- 
sages in which Bishop BUTLER’S view 
was given and the tpsissima verba of the 
Bishop :— 

It was this theory combined with ather 
dhilosophic considerations that led that logical 
divine of the seventeenth century, Bishop Butler, 
to maintaio that immortality is wot to be denied 


lo animals. Consistently with the great doctrine of 
analogy, ‘which he elaborated with such logica; 


‘acumen, he maintained that beings whose cause 


of birth and mauner of birth bore an exact re- 
semblance, should alike be reyarded as endowed 
with a nature capable of surviving death, 


In the chapter on “ Future Life,” that 
forms a part of BUTLER’S “ Analogy of 
Religion ” these words occur :—= 


Nor can we find anything throughout the whole 
analogy of nature to afford us even the slightest 
presumption that animals ever lose thety diving 

owers,* much less if it were possible, that they 
lose them by death. —" This event (death) 
removes them from our view. It destroys the 
sensible proof, which we had before their death, 
of their being possessed of living powers, but does 
not appear to afford the least reason to believe that 
they are then, or by that event, deprived of them. 


Mr. TYNG and “S.” both object to the 
assertion that the Church teaches that 
those who do not believesin such a cardi- 
nal doctrine as the atonement, are lost. 
With regard to the teaching of the Church 
on this subject, it would be mere waste of 
time to quote creeds like the Athanasian, 
or to make extracts from the Westminster 
Confession of Faith. Despite the reluct- 
ance of Mr. TYNG and "'S.” to acknow- 
ledge it, there is no denying that be- 
lief in certain doctrines has always been 
declared by the Church to be absolute- 
ly essential to salvation. And as for 
the idea that men denying the exist- 
ence of any such being as the Chris- 
tian’s GOD, men to whom the Christian 
doctrines are full of contradictions and 
utter impossibilities, men to whom the 
doctrine of the atonement as taught by the 
Church appears to be absolutely detri- 
mental to high moral development, may 
escape the consequences of their unbelief 
and find seats prepared for them in the 
Kingdom of Heaven—such an idea has 
never been enunciated from the pulpit or 
embodied in the standards and doctrines 
of faith constituting our only sure guides 
in discussions like the present. Think of 
what, from the Christian standpoint, such 
admissions as those made by Mr. TynG 
and “S.” imply. They insinuate that 
men denying the atonement can be saved 
without it. A man like HuxLey, who 
spent the spare moments of his busy life 
in assaulting all the chief fortresses of 
Christianity, will, according to this theory, 
a ee 


* The italics are ours. 
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spent his whole life in their defence. The 
conclusion that logical minds must draw 
from such admissions as those made by 
Mr. TYNG and '‘S.,” is that it makes no 
matter what a man believes so long as he 
lives a good life. But that has never been 
the teaching of the Christian Church, 
and never can be so long as it re- 
mains a church. Both Mr. TynGg 
and ‘“S.” have entirely misunderatood 
our object in writing the article, on 
immortality. Mr. TYNG complains that 
no reference is made to such subjects as 
‘the Christian’s belief in GOD and man’s 
filial relation toGop.” That was entirely 
beside our purpose. We were not con- 
cerned with the grounds of the Christian 
belief, but only with the doctrine actually 
believed. ‘“S.,” without the slightest 
warrant, regards the article as a de- 
fence of agnosticism. It is astonishing 
how men read their own thoughts into 
the writings of others. 

If ‘“‘S.” can find any comfort in MILL’s 
belief, he is welcome to it.- He is the 
first Christian, so far as we know, that has 
drawn solace from such a source. If the 
interpretation of the epitaph on HUXLEY’S 
tomb is to involve a denial of the opinions 
he held up to the time of his death, ‘‘S.” 
may take comfort from it. But that is 
not the usual method of deciphering the 
meaning of words capable of two inter- 
pretations. To us the words convey only 
one meaning, namely, that HUXLEY had 
a strong feeling that all was to be “ dark- 
ness’ and “silence” and that he was to 
sink into an “‘ endless sleep.” 

All we have to say to Mr. SAMUEL C. 
BARTLETT, Jun., is that if the arguments 
adduced by him in favour of immortality 
satisfy his mind, anything that we could 
urge on the opposite side would be of 
little value. There is only one sentence in 
his letter that we can heartily endorse. 
“Of course,’’ he says, “itis in the pre- 
mises that I shall be accused of begging the 
whole question.” Exactly so. The im- 
pressions we derive from Mr. BARTLETT’S 
arguments thoroughly correspond with his 
forecast. Mr. BARTLETT, like so many 
other writers on immortality, exalts man, 
his notions, desires, and aspirations to a 
rank which, as we shall show presently, 
nature has not bestowed on him. Per- 
haps we ought to say a word as to the ex- 
cellent tone that characterises Mr. BART- 
LETT’S letter. He discusses the subject in a 
calm, philosophical manner, and there is 
none of that JOHN-KNOX type of Christian 
advocacy that disfigures so many letters 
published in these columns. 

We are sorry to have roused the ire of 
J. C. H., for whom we entertain the most 
profound respect. It puzzles us completely 
to explain how J. C. H. could understand 
a sentence asserting that FREDERIC HAR- 
RISON believed in some kind of immortality 
to mean that he believed in the doctrine of 
mystics, theologians, and metaphysicians. 
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The.language used warrants no such as- 
sumption. What we said in reference to 
the Postivist doctrine of immortality ex- 
presses only our own conviction. Different 
mindsare cast in different moulds, and what 
may yield consolation to men like J. C. H. 
may be absolutely barren of all comfort to 
those that desire, though they have no 
grounds for expecting, a conscious contin- 
uity of the present ego. As regards the 
application of the term ‘“‘Comtist ” to Mr. 
FREDERIC HARRISON, we inadvertently 
_ followed the practice of numerous writers 
on ‘ Positivism,” but we admit that the 
use of the appellation is liable to mislead. 
Concerning the good service that Posi- 
tivism has rendered in numerous lines of 
inquiry, to which allusion is made at the 
close of J.C.H.’s letter, we are entirely at 
one with the writer. But as to the com- 
parative merits of Mr. FREDERIC HARRI- 
SON and Mr. PIERRE LAFITTE, there is 
room for great difference of opinion, and 
much depends upon the point of view 
from which the two great Positivist leaders 
are regarded. 

The whole of Christian, and so-called 
philosophic, belief in a future life is found- 
ed on what is called the anthropocentric 
view of nature. This view is held by 
many advanced scientists to be no longer 
tenable. In a recent article on ‘ Mr. 
BALFourR’S Foundations of Belief,’’? Mr. 
HERBERT SPENCER thus states the con- 
victions of numerous modern thinkers on 
this subject :— 

The anthropocentric view does not appear ac- 
ceptable to one who contemplates things without 
foregone conclusions.* When he learns that mil- 
lions upow millions of years passed during which 
the earth was peopled only by inferior brutes, and 
that even now three-fifths of its surface are occu- 
pied by an ocean-basin carpeted with low creatures 
which live in darkness, utterly useless to man and 
only lately known to him; and when he learns 
that of the remaining two-fifths, vast Arctic and 
Antarctic regions, and vast desert areas are prac- 
tically uninhabitable, while immense portions of 
the remainder, fever-breeding and swarming with 
insect pests, are unfit for comfortable existence ; 
he does not recognise much adjustment fo the wants 
of mankind. hen he discovers that the human 
body is the habitation of thirty different species of 
parasites, which inflict in many cases great tortures, 
or, still worse; when he thinks of the sumerous 
kinds of microbes, some producing ever-present 
diseases and consequent mortality, and others 
producing frightful epidemics, like the plague and 
the black death, carrying off hundreds of thousands 
or millions, he sees little ground for assuming that 
the order of nature is devised to sust our needs and 
satisfactions. ‘Tbe truth which the facts force upon 
him is nof that the surrounding world has been 
avvanged to fit the physical nature of man, but 


that, conversely, the physical mature of man has 
been moulded to fit the surrounding world. 


The belief in the immortality of the soul 
seems to us to be based on unwarranted 
assumptions. The existence of a pre- 
arranging Power is the first. The idea 
that man’s destiny is fixed by that Power, 
is the second. It seems to us that 
scientific evidence is altogether opposed 
to both these theories. We are astonish- 
ed to find Christian teachers laying such 
stress on the notion that man’s aspira- 
tions must be satisfied. To show the il- 
logicalness of this assumption, we may 
refer to the case of a Mahommedan who 
informs us that for his ‘‘ needs and as- 
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pirations” to be satisfied he must have an 
unlimited supply of hour?; or to the 
Hindoo to whom it is a consolatory thought 
that by placing himself under the wheel of 
Juggernaut’s car he may ascend to heaven. 
If the comforting character of a belief is 
an adequate reason for entertaining it, we 
must admit that the desires of both the 
Hindoo and the Mahommedan will find 
satisfaction in another world. 








DOCTOR RITASATO AND HIS 
WORK. 


Lee ee anne or 
(COMMUNICATED.) 


EDICAL science in Japan has made 
notable progress within the past two 

or three years; progress of a kind that 
affects not Japan only but is also of 
vital interest to the world at large. Theo- 
ries that only the most advanced thinkers 
in the West venture to broach have 
here received scientific and pains-taking 
elaboration, with a result significant 
of the great development of thought 
that has revolutionized the last quarter of 
the Nineteenth Century. Without re- 
ferring to the many undoubted and suc- 
cessful novelties in traumatic surgery that 
made their appearance during the recent 
war, and with no more than a passing re- 
ference to the now world-renowned labours 
of Drs. KITASATO and AOYAMA in con- 
nection with the plague season at Hong- 
kong—and the fact that the former scientist 
has successfully cultivated the pest bacillus 
and is now able to produce a serum 
capable of arresting the disease within a 
few hours after having been injected into 
the veins of the sufferer—it is well worthy 


‘of the attention of the scientific world to 


study the new discoveries made by Pro- 
fessor Dr. KITASATO: in connection with 
cholera and leprosy, besides his confirma- 
tion of the positive curability of diphtheria, 
tetanus, phthisis or consumption, and ab- 
dominal typhus—and all by means of 
serum taken from the veins of animals 
that have passed through many months of 
inoculation, until they are proof against 
the injection of the most virulent bacilli 
taken from pure cultures. This is, indeed, 
one of the greatest marvels of the age; 
and surely no honour that can be be- 
stowed by Government or people is too 
great for the scientist that has successfully 
wrestled with diseases hitherto held either 
to be incurable, or the percentage of mor- 
tality from which is so great as to render 
them the deadliest scourges of the human 
race. 

Ever since the summer of 1895, the 
vernacular papers have teemed with re- 
ports concerning Dr. KITASATO’S new 
treatment of cholera. The Fapan Mas! 
has published translations of the most 
important of these paragraphs. But the 
subject is of such importance that, deem- 
ing a closer investigation necessary, steps 
were taken to interview the scientist in 
person on the subject, so as to learn from 


his own lips how far the treatmenthad gone 
and with what degree of success it had 
been attended. 

The great bacteriologist is a somewhat 
short, very sturdily-built man, with a most 
ingratiating smile. He is just thirty-nine 
years of age, and less than three years 
ago returned from a seven years’ sojourn 
in Germany, where he had been the special 
and most energetic pupil of Dr. ROBERT 
KOocH. In 1891 he was chosen to repre- 
sent Japan in the World’s Congress in 
Hygiene and Demography, where he took 
a prominent part in the bacteriological 
section with such men as Sir JOSEPH 
LISTER, BURDON-SANDERSON, HUNTER, 
CARTWRIGHT Woop, ADAMI, Roux, 
FODOR, FRAENKL, MENTSHIKOFF, and 
BAUCHNER. The distinguished honours 
that thereafter fell to him need no com- 
ment here; H.M. the Emperor of GER- 
MANY bestowed on the young Japanese the 
title of Professor, and a career of fame 
was ready for him in Berlin. But Dr. 
KITASATO wisely, we think, chose to return 
to his native land, and there continue his 
investigations. On being questioned as to 
his treatment of cholera, the scientist, 
speaking in idiomatic and fluent German, 
was frankly communicative. “ Yes,” he 
stated, ‘‘I have subjected in all 192 pa- 
tients to the injection, and of these 64 
died, so that the recoveries amounted to 66 
per cent. The mortality from cholera in 
Japan and elsewhere generally averages 
70 per cent., so that this was surely a step 
in the right direction.” 

‘But how do you account for the de- 
cease of the others ?” 

“Simply thus:— Many cases were 
brought to me in a dying condition, where 
human aid was already out of the ques- 
tion. I could not refuse to treat these 
cases, although I knew that recovery was 
not possible.” 

‘Is then your treatment a specific ?” 

“ Decidedly yes, but within limits. | 
must make the injection not later than 
eight hours after the patient has develop- 
ed the disease. If this be done, recovery 
is absolutely certain. Of course, in light 
attacks, the injection will do its work even 
within twenty-four hours after seizure ; 
but the earlier the better.” 

“ Have you published the result of your 
discoveries ?”’ 

“In Europe, not yet. I have the work 
in MS. and am about sending it to KOCH. 
But much of the work has been summariz- 
ed in my magazine for Bacteriology,” and 
with these words the scientist handed his 
interlocutor a pamphlet entitled Baskin- 
gaku Zasshi (Bacteriological Maga- 
zine,’”’) this being the first number. The 
fly-leaf showed an excellent collotype re- 
production of the Bacteriological Institute 
and Hospital in Shiba, recently founded 
under Government auspices, with an 
annual grant of 15,000 yen, while the con- 
tents consisted of essays by the Doctor 
and long tables illustrating the subsidence 
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of various diseases under bateriological 
treatment. 

A day or so later, an invitation was 
received to inspect the various establish- 


grammes of diphtheria virus injected into 


ber, and 2 up to date in December. Ram 


there before” and looked on all human 
No. 1 has had no less than three thousand 


beings as his natural enemies. He was 
inoculated with abdominal typhus, that 







him since January of 1895, but that was 

























ments under Dr. KITASATO’S supervision. 
The first visit was made to the bacteriolo- 
gical ‘“‘farm’’—if such a word is permis- 
sible—where the many animals are kept 
from whose veins the different kinds of 
serum are obtained. This place is near 
Shi-no-hashi, in Azabu District, and is a 
model of the kind. Here are kept 28 
horses, 35 sheep, and nearly a score of 
goats, many of which have been under- 
going the inoculating process for consider- 
ably more than one year. ‘You see,” 
explained the Doctor, ‘‘the whole theory 
of bacteriological treatment rests on the 
process of immunisation. I begin with 
minimum injections of pure, not cultivated, 
bacilli; about one centigramme in the 
case of a horse or well-fed ram. The dose 
is then increased steadily uutil it reaches 
the maximum of fifty grammes, cultivated 
bacilli being used at this time. When the 
animal has shown itself capable of with- 
standing this large injection three or four 
times-a month for several months in suc- 
cession, I then know that its blood has 


exceptional. 


ten grammes. 


gister shows that only one gramme was 


10 on July 7th; 40 on August 8th, the 
meantime; 50 on August 2oth, and this 


no less than sixty grammes were injected 
without any injury to the animal. 


lously clean and neat. 
solutely no offensive odours. 
were roomy, 


able, the animals generously fed. On 


Horse No. 1 was unusually 
interesting. On Jan. 2nd, a dose of one 






















gramme had been reached, and by March 
11th this had been gradually increased to 
But high fever ensuing 
and the animal getting very weak, the re- 


injected on March 22nd; 10 grammes 
on March 3joth; 5 only on May 16th; 


horse having grown quite strong in the 


figure was adhered to until Dec. 16th, when 


Everything about the establishment, 
consisting of three light, roomy, long 
stables, with a large paddock, besides one 
operating room and two others for micros- 
copic or other investigations, was scrupu- 
There were ab- 
The stalls 
well-kept, and comfort- 


become immunited or proof against infec- 
tion. Blood is then taken from the animal ; 
from the veins of the neck in the case of 


a horse, ot from those of the upper fore- 
legs in the case of sheep and goats. This 
biood is allowed to stand, subjected to a 
gentle heat ; and itis the serum, or whitish 
yellow fluid, of the blood that I use in 
injecting cholera patients and others. The 
serum is proof against infection, as already 
stated, and mingling with the blood of the 
sufferer promptly neutralizes the effect of 
the vicious and poisonous colonies: of 
bacilli. This is the whole process: there 
is no seeret about it whatever.” 

“What is the immediate’ effect of the 


first injections in the case of animals 


about to be immunited ?” 

‘Strong febrile symptoms ; rapid pulse; 
glazed eye. In fact, the whole appear- 
ance of blood-poisoning. It is for this 
reason that doses at first are exceedingly 
small. The temperature of each animal 
is taken twice daily, and 1 keep a com- 


petent veterinary surgeon on the place 


to attend to any disorder that may break 
out. Besides this there is a register for 
each animal, wherein the degree of heat 
is carefully noted; and another wherein 
the amount of injection, with the dates, is 
stated. See; here is the register of ram 
No. 5. Beginning with a centigramme 
dose on Jan. gth, 1895, on the roth of 
February the animal was able to stand ten 
grammes ; in the latter part of March the 
maximum of fifty grammes was reached.” 
The register showed that this ram was in- 
oculated with diphtheria bacilli, the num- 
ber of injections being 8 in January, g in 
February, 2 in March, g in April, 5 in 
May, 2 in June, 3 in July, 5 in August, 5 
in September, 4 in October, 3 in Novem- 
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entering the operating-room, a large horse 


was seen firmly attached to four pillars. 
The Doctor filled a capacious syringe with 
the maximum dose and injected this rapidly 
and skilfully in the horse’s back, about the 
region of the lumbar vertebra. The ani- 
mat winced as the needle penetrated the 
skin, but an attendent held his hand over 
its eyes, andina minute all was over: the 
ropes were loosened and the horse walked 
soberly back to his stall. He looked in 
good condition, though his coat was ra- 
ther ragged. Going into the sheep-stall, 
there were a number of rams, all very fat 
and stout looking. In one corner stood a 
pen where a lambkin, born under these 
undeniably trying circumstances, was fro- 
licking about its long-inoculated mother. 
Ram No. 1 was promptly seized and ra- 
pidly strapped on its side on a low, spe- 
cially made hurdle. ‘‘ This fellow,” said 
the Doctor, giving the fat beast a -kindly 
pat, “ought to have a decoration. He 
has saved more precious lives than any 
gold medallist of the Royal Humane So- 
ciety.” Ram No.1 took his dose like a 
man, the injection being made a little to 
the right of the central vertebra. All the 
others were treated in like manner, de- 
spite the very strenuous objections of two 
or three, to which the process evidently 
presented no features of pleasing novelty. 
Crossing the yard to the stables, the 
first contained twelve ponies. Ten of 
these yielded tuberculin, or the cura- 
tive serum of consumption; No. 11, a 
fine half-bred mare, had been inocu- 
lated with tetanus for more than one 
year. A little roan filly, No. 12, pony 
No. 11 being her damn, was inoculated with 
diphtheria. In a large box in one corner 
of the room stood a donkey which, despite 


friendly overtures, had evidently “been 





scourge of the Japanese troops in the 
late Formosan insurrection. In the next 
stable were ten sheep, of which two were 
inoculated with tetanus; five with diph- 
theria ; one with abdominal typhus, and two 
with tuberculosis (phthisis). There were 
also ten goats, all ‘‘ cholera patients.” In 
the third stable were sixteen ponies, fifteen 
being immunited against cholera, and one 
against tuberculosis. Six of these were 
stallions given to the Doctor by the War 
Department. Their history was interest- 
ing, for they had gone through the 
whole war with China and had even travel- 
led the length of Formosa. To the non- 
bacteriological observer these sturdy little 
animals seemed deserving of a better fate : 
an honoured and peaceful old age, far 
from the ruthless instruments of experi- 
menters, however scientific. 

About a rod away was Dr. KITASATO’S 
Hospital for Consumptives. This is an 
exceptionally fine, and well-appointed 
building and deserves more thorough 
description than can here be accorded it. 
To the left is a hall about one hundred 
mats in size, where Aanashtka and musi- 
cians nightly seek to amuse the 150 
patients in the Hospital, while on the right 
is a billiard-room with a fine American 
table. Nothing could be more picturesque 
than the grounds and surroundings of the 
place, the Doctor’s evident idea being that 
everything must be made as bright, cheer- 
ful, and attractive as possible. Here there 
is a staff of eight male assistants, three of 
them being medical graduates of the Imperi- 
al University ; and thirty female nurses and 
other indoor attendants, besides a large 
number of cooks, servants, coolies, etc. 
It was marvelous to hear that all this bad 
been done in a little over two years, and 
that no less than 959 in patients had been 
treated since the Hospital came into ex- 
istence. Proceeding to the operating 
room, the writer saw over fifty patients, 
the females first and then the males, in- 
jected with tuberculin, or serum taken 
from some animal rendered proof against 
consumption, The injections were made 
in the intras capular region in the back, 


the spot where the needle was to be in- 


serted being carefully wiped with a weak 
solution of carbolic acid prior to the in- 
jection. Some patients could. take a 
minute portion only, while others were 
able to stand a pretty large dose. 
Not a cough was heard, and on the 
whole the patients looked exceedingly 
well and not at all as one would suppose a 
consumptive should appear. This done, 
the wards were visited and several rooms 
inspected. Everything was bathed in the 


golden light of the early morning sun, and 


as neat and clean as possible, and the 


patients without exception had a cheerful, 
contented look. The nurses stopped at 
one door and requested the Doctor to 
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enter. Here was aman of perhaps thirty- 
five or thirty-six, greatly emaciated and 
evidently in the last stage of consump- 
tion—a new patient. A few rapid ques- 
tions were put and answered ; the fragile 
wrist grasped and the beats of the weak 
though rapid pulse counted. The Doctor 
arose and went out, with a little frown on 
his face. ‘‘Can you possibly hope to 
save that man?” was asked. “No,” was 
the emphatic reply accompanied with a 
vexed look ;” why, the man hasn’t more 
than a week’s life in him. I don’t like to 
admit such patients ; but what will vou, 
when their friends insist upon it?” The 
excellent water-supply and arrangements 
were then shown and descanted upon. 
A large pond yields a constant supply of 
water, which is pumped up into a re- 
servoir, the bottom of which is covered 
with fine white sand. Through this the 
water percolates and is so thoroughly 
filtered that though as many as one thou- 
sand bacteria have been found in one 
gramme of water at the intake, this num- 
ber falls to two or three at the outlet, 
all this has been personally planned and 
superintended by Doctor KITAZATO. The 
water is bacteriologically examined twice 
a day, and thus the utmost sanitary 
precaution is observed. In one of the 
outhouses, a large cauldron was being 
used in the sterilization of milk; another, 
in rendering harmless the sputa of the 
patients, for these are prolific of infection. 
On the whole the hospital and its varied 
appointments were as perfect as science 
and skill could suggest. 

The next step was to the Government 
Bacteriological Institute and Hospital in 
Shiba, not far from the local Ward Office. 
This fine building is probably known to 
most of our readers, and so only its in- 
ternal features will be briefly explained. 
All the upper rooms in the front building 
are devoted to the cultivation of bacilli 
in what are known as Glut-ofen, or 
heaters, where the temperature is con- 
stant. Here were scores of big-bodied 
narrow-necked flasks, the surface of the 


fluid contained being covered with a thick 
whitish scum or scurf, representing count- 


less millions of job-lot bacilli. One room 
was devoted to microscopic work, and 
here slides were shown of the pest-bacillus, 
looking, when highly magnified, not un- 
like a vinegar-eel ; the diphtheria-bacillus, 
minute wedge-shaped bodies ; the cholera- 
bacillus, more like a tiny crescent than the 
popular ‘‘comma ;” the tuberculosis-bacil- 
lus, an attenuated, bent rod, the lepra 
(leprosy) bacillus, something like a dis- 
toma, with a tiny head and a larger, 
longer-body ; the erysipelas-bacillus, small 
rods, sometimes faintly triangular; and 
the typhus-bacillus, a thick rod covered 
with locomotory ciliz. In some glass 
jars were tiny white mice—the koma- 
nesumi of Japan—inoculated with tetanus, 
one or two having paralysed legs in con- 
sequence. In aroom on the lower floor 
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was a veritable menagerie in miniature, 
all the animals being the objects of bac- 
teriological experiments. On seeing some 
scranny-looking chickens in the court- 
yard, the Doctor was asked whether he 
kept these as pets? ‘‘ Not exactly,” was 
the laughing reply, ‘‘at least I should not 
advise their eggs as a steady diet. They 
are all inoculated with cholera!” In the 
hospital proper there were some dozens 
of diphtheria patients, all convalescent. 
“For,” explained the Doctor, “the diph- 
theria-serum is an absolute cure, and 
generally superinduces convalescence 
within 24 hours after the first injection. 
That is positive.” After going through 
the wards, and examining the great heaters 
in which all the beds, coverings, and cloth- 
ing of the patients are disinfected and 
rendered proof against carrying contagion 
about with them—a most wonderful sani- 
tary system, the Doctor said: ‘‘ You may 
make the announcement that I have at 
last succeeded in obtaining aserum that 
will cure leprosy. I have tried it with 
positive and entire success.’ How about 
Dr. GOTO’S treatment ? was asked. ‘ Oh, 
that is superficial, and does not strike 
at the root of the disease. My injection 
completely neutralizes the virus of the 
lepra-bacilli. I have not yet published 
this discovery, but you are at liberty to 
announce it.” 





——_~<>-—__ - —— 
HERE is no reason to doubt the fact 


of the early spread of the Chinese 
in Korea. They found their way to the 
Soochow country from the North-Western 
parts of the Empire about 1,200 years 
before CHRIST. Their arrival on the 
Yangtsze from lands far in the interior 
made them enter upon sea navigation. 
They extended their agricultural pur- 
suits from North China to the shores 
of the Yangtsze, and here they found 
tice to be the most remunerative pro- 
duct of the soil because of the fertility 
of the banks of this noble river. The 
sudden storms on this broad stream and 
the mighty freshets throughout its upper 
course three times every year, compelled 
the ancient Chinese to strengthen their 
sailing craft, and when able to weather 
the storms of the Yangtsze they could 
almost equally well brave the dangers of 
the ocean. This led to early navigation 
in the Yellow Sea. We find an expedition 
by sea mentioned on more than one oc- 
casion in SZ MA-CHEIN’S history. These 
expeditions tooktheir departure from ports 
in Shantung or Chili. One such flotilla 
was said to be in search of the lands of 
the Genii. Another took over an invading 
army to Korea and reduced it to subjection. 
Both these expeditions were sent in the 
second and third centuries before the 
Christian era. But the Chinese were de- 
voted to field cultivation and also to trad- 
ing two thousand years before that age, 
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and this led to colonization. The historian 
mentions what the Emperors designed and 
did by these expeditions. He does not 
say that the ships were merchantmen. 
But they could have been no other, and 
we conclude therefore that trade went 
before war and provided princes with 
suitable vessels in which to send their 
embassies of peace as their regiments of 
armed men when they wished to use them. 
Five centuries before the legendary age 
of the first of the MIKADOS, the Chinese 
were in Korea, and that was the age called 
by the Japanese the Kamtyo, or ‘‘age of 
the gods,” terminating with the year B.C. 
660 according to the tradition ; an age of 
real men and women is by later writers re- 
presented as mythical. The problem be- 
fore usis to take away the mythic veil and 
find what facts we can discover behind to 
show the origin of the language and reli- 
gion of the Japanese. Ifthe true history 
of the mythic age were known, it would be 
found to have no supernatural elements, 
the people and their life and manners were 
as human as now. When then did the 
peculiar mythology of Japan come into 
existence? Did it appear after the ‘‘ age of 
the gods” in the time of JIMMU TENNO, or 
did it begin in the HAN dynasty? 

In this investigation our best guide is 
in the spread of the doctrine of the future 
life on the Continent. The underworld of 
HoMER and the Sheol of the Old Testa- 
ment were developed at a certain time. 
The Vedas are silent on the future state, 
but the Laws of Manee and the earliest 
Buddhist books are deeply pervaded by 
the belief in a future state and an under- 
world. In Persia and in China also the 
earlier views of the people eccupying 
those countries were different from the 
views that prevailed later. The primitive 
worship of ancestors in China was follow- 
ed in the eighth century before CHRIST by 
a belief in a distinct underworld. In 1887, 
in a paper published in the journal of the 
Asiatic Society of Japan, I brought for- 
ward various proofs of the existence of 
Persian religious ideas in China and 
Japan. In the paper as printed there are 
some errors. The Mongol for the Japan- 
ese yom: is tam, meaning in the Mongol 
sense the world of punishment beyond 
the grave. I may add that the Chinese 
yim, the dark world, is yeum in Korea. 
Yom therefore can only be an imported 
mainland word. Now MITHRAS was wor. 
shipped by the Roman armies only after 
the time of AuGuSTUS. In York was 
found a bas relief of MITHRAS which has 
been described by Dr. STUKELY, F.R.S. 
A sculpture tablet was also brought to 
light representing the sacrifice and mys- 
teries of MITHRAS. This was described 
in the Philosophical Transactions for 1749 
and 1750. In Germany at Wiesbaden 
there is a wonderfully interesting tablet 
representing MITHRAS with flying mantle. 
He leaps ona bull, seizes the animal’s 
nostrils with his left hand, while with his 
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right he pierces its neck with a sword.ja religion to Japan and then made one 


A dog springs up to help his master and 
lick the blood issuing from the wound. 
The bull’s tail ends in three ears of corn. 
The vivifying power of the sun is here 
represented. The bull typifies agricul- 
ture and the fertility increased by 


—sploughing ; on the mantle a sauen perches 


\ 


ee 
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which has reference to divination. My 
authority here is Mr. BUNNELL LEWIS in 
the Journal of the Archzological Society 
of Great Britain. 
consolate poet, whom drinking habits had 
brought low, the raven tapping at his 
chamber door was the symbol of the hope- 
lessness of repentence, for he was a pessi- 
mist who thought it hopeless to recover 
the innocence of childhood. Theraven was 


‘ sacred to APOLLO, who filled pagan pro- 


phets with the glowing fire of prophetic in- 
spiration. Anattendant oneach side of this 
striking group wears the Phrygian bonnet, 
and it is much the same as that which the 
Lamas. wear now in Pekin, a high conical 
headpiece of felt which bends from the 
forehead down to the back of the neck on 
each side. This shows the Oriental origin 


“of the Mithraic cult of Roman times in 
England, France, and Germany. 


~~" borrows the sun’s light. 
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' are what we want, and for these I wait. 


MITHRAS was a god in Europe, but the 
sun was always a goddess in Asia. BAN- 
ZAROFF, a Russian author, says that at 
present among the Mon gols the sun is 
the mother of the moon, because the moon 
This appears to 
be an old tradition from Balylonia, where 
the sun was feminine also. A critic 


“writing in the Critic, published in New 


York in February of the present year, re- 
views my book, the “ Early Spread of Re- 
ligious Ideas,” and strongly objects to my 
proposition that AMATERASU, the sun god- 
dess of the Japanese, is MITHRAS. He 
states no reasons against it, and wonders 
that I should still hold to the opinion after 
what he calls the castigation I received. 
But in such a matter arguments and facts 


I am confirmed in the opinion by the 
fact that the Buddhists also, when they 
taught the Japanese northern Buddhism, 
which includes Persian elements, repre- 
sented AMATERASU as god of the sun. 
The MITHRAS of the Persians is MITRA of 
the Buddhist mythology. On the whole, 
it may be concluded that the Japanese 
myths of creation are not older than about 
the time of the Christian era and do not 
reach back to the age of JIMMU TENNO. 
Investigation into the origin of religions 
may now be safely brought within a limited 
period. All recent discovery is in accord 
with this statement. Tradition and science 
together support inquirers in maintaining 
that human history converges on. ane. point 
somewhere near the Caspian sea not many 
thousand years ago. If we would under- 
stand the beginnings of the Japanese 
language and ideas we may make solid 


progress on these lines, I find no reason 
to believe that the Japanese came without 
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any more than that they came without a 
language. If we abstract the Persian 
elements in the Japanese early cosmogony 
we still have remaining some ideas of a 
religious kind parallel to those of the 
Ainu, the Chinese, and the other nations 
of Eastern Asia. JOSEPH EDKINS. 





KOREAN NEWS. 
- ee > - -- 
Thursday, January 2nd, 
The Micht Nichi Shimbun publishes a letter 
from ‘‘a friend” in Séul who is described as 
possessing facilities for obtaining information 
about all that goes onin the Korean Capital. 
After alluding to the dismissal of Cho, the 
Minister of War, and Ken, the Metropolitan 
Police Inspector General, in deference to the 
remonstrances of the foreign Ministers, the 
correspondent goes on as follows :— 


The Russian and American Ministers have 
taken every opportunity of insisting on withhold. 
ing international recognition from the Government 
called into existence by the émeute of October 
8th, and on this ground they assumed an un. 
sympathetic attitude when consulted about the 
restoration of the late Queen to her original rank 
and about the proclamation of her death. The 
Russian Minister’s strange conduct was probably 
the result of indignation at the fall of the Queen, 
whose friendship and confidence he had succeeded 
in winning by persistent efforts during ten years 
or more. The American Minister was doubtless 
influenced by General Dye, Colonel Nienstead, 
and American Missionaries. The Japanese Mini- 
ster, the German Consul, the Acting French 
Diplomatic Agent, and others are reported to 
have pointed out the impropriety of refusing re 
cognition to the Government. As to the disturb. 
ance of the 28th of November, it was planned 
by An Keiju, and the Koreans had taken 
refuge in the American and Russian Legations 
on the occasion of the coup d'étdt of October 8th. 
All the American missionaries ate reported to 
have been implicated in the disturbancg, it being 
even sumoured that the Russian and American 
Ministers were privy to the conspiracy. The 
Kanjo Shimpo, a wewspaper published here, has 
taken up the matter in a spirit of great indigna.- 
lion, publishing all the news tending to implicate 
foreigners in the disturbance. It does not appear, 
however, that there is forthcoming any definite 
evidence to incriminate the accused. The story 
told is that, on the night of the disturbance, Ge- 
neral Dye and Colonel Nienstead tried to approach 
the Royal apartments, when they were stopped by 
officers of the Kunrentas Guards. Colonel Nien- 
stead drew his sword,—meaning probably to ine 
timidate the Korean officers,—but the latter 
promptly gave orders ‘‘to fire.” Thereupon the 
the American officers beat a retreat. One result 
of this incident is that the Koreans have come to 
hold Occidentals in contempt. They say, “ The 
Occidentals are more cowardly than we thought; 
itis at all events gratifying that we put them to 
flight?” Incidents like these cannot be regarded 
as proofs of the complicity of the American officers 
in the couspiracy. However, I am told that the 
facts are just as I have described them. 

It is teported that Yu Kitsu ei associated with 
the conspirators under the disguise of one of 
their number, and that, through this channel, 
the search became known beforehand at the 
Japanese Legation and Consulate. The German 
Consul is said to be very emphatic in denouncing 
the foreigners implicated in thedisturbance. The 
French missionaries are also stated to have 
severely criticised the conduct of the American 
iissionaries. These latter are understood to be 
much embarrassed on account of the attacks made 
upon them by the Kanjo Shimpo. Why should 
they be embarassed at all, if they are not cons 
scious of any dark spot in their conduct ? Evidence 
of legal value may not be forthcoming, but it 
seems impossible to offer any satisfactory expla- 
nation about the charge popularly preferred 
against these foreigners. 

During some days prior to the 6th of 
December, a rumour was circulated to the effect 
that another disturbance would take place on 
the night of that day. But the 6th passed off 
quietly. It is now stated that the abortive dis- 
turbance was plotted by the Korean refugees in 
the foreign Legations and the American mission- 
aries, and that the plan was to have a band of as- 
sassins in European clothes enter the place. Fifty 
suits of clothes are said tu have been provided at 
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the House of the Rev. Dr. Unde: wood, where In 
Chiko is staying, This rumour is discredited by 
some on the ground that so many as fifty suits of 
European clothes could wot have been collected 
without purchasing some at Japanese stores, and 
that there is no evidence of such purchases, 
On the other hand, it is mentioned that some time 
ago, when there was a sumour of the issue of a 
Royal proclamation ordering the people to dieses 
their hair in European fashion, a large number of 
Koreans purchased second-hand foreign clothes in 
the Japanese settlement, and that these clothes 
may have found their way into Dr, Undetwood's 
house. Nothing definite is known about the 
matter. But at the time there was tolerably good 
ground to apprehend a disturbance. Mr. Kokubu, 
of the Japanese Leyation, was in the Palace from 
3 a.m, lo 5 a.m. on the 7th instant, 








CRINA NEWS: 
a ne 
Satutday, December 28th, 


The Rev. Dr. Reid has published an empha- 
tic denial of the charge that American mission- 
aries were concerned in fomenting the latest 
émeute in Sdul, Here is what Dr. Reid says 
about Dr. Underwood and two other mission- 
aries whose names have been mentioned in 
connection with the affair :— 


At the time of the attack Dr. Underwood and 
two other missionaries were in the Palace grounds, 
their presence having been requested by the King. 
Hearing the disturbance outside, they imme- 
diately made their way toward the apartments 
occupied by his Majesty. 

At the inner gate their way was barred by the 
crossed bayonets of the guards who refused them 
admittance. Dr. Underwood knocked up their 
bayonets and they darted in to find the Palace 
in a state of great confusion. People were rune 
ning about in the labyrinth of rooms and passage- 
ways asking what it all meant, and as they entered 
the King’s presence he was distractedly crying: 
“Where are the Americans?” “Here we are,” 
they answered, whereupon the king literally eme 
braced them crying, ‘‘ That’s good; that’s good !”” 

His Majesty insisted on their remaining by his 
side and actually kept hold of their hands till 
morning, 

The missionaries did not know that the attack 
was made by friends of the king, and had they 
known it, probably it would not have been in their 
power to have rendered any aid from the inside. 

Being personally acquainted with nearly all the 
American missionaries in Korea, I feel quite safe 
in saying that they are not men likely to involve 
themselves in any of the political intrigues which 
are distracting that unhappy country. 

That they feel a deep interest in the King, who 
has shown them so many marks of his confidence 
and favour is not to be wondered at; and that they 
have responded to his cry for help in his time 
of personal trouble and danger but shows that they 
are men true to their calling, with ears open to hear 
the cry of distress from whatever quarter it may 
come. 

After exceptionally long immunity from frost, 
Tientsin was suddenly visited, on the 7th of 
December, by a violent storm that blew all the 
water out of the river, and brought with it a 
freezing temperature. Three steamers, the 
Wosang, the Zungchao, and the Lieushing, 
were caught in the Peiho eight or nine miles 
below Tientsin, and seem likely to remain there 
all the winter. The Taku Tug and Lighter 
Company had 600 or 700 men, 4 or 5 lighters 
and a tow-boat outside the bar when the gale 
commenced. About half of the men were 
brought back with difficulty, the remainder are 
blocked from the shore by a thick ice-cap on 
the Bar. 

It is alleged that some 300 pieces of green 
jade and rare porcelains were recently stolen 
from the Palace in Pekin, and some of them 
sold before the theft was discovered. The 
principal curio shops in Pekin have been closed 
and their owners arrested, and a numberof the 
stolen pieces have been recovered from foreign 
collectors in Tientsin and Pekin. 

The American Commission arrived safely in 
Chengtu on the 15th of December and were 
received by the highest officials with all honour. 

The river at Chungking rose twenty feet 
during the night of December 2nd. 

Four cruisers of the Nanyang (Southern) 
squadron are to proceed to Port Arthur, carry- 
ing two battalions of German-drilled artillerists 
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and a number of large quick-firing guns of new 
type, for the purpose of restoring some of the 
defensive capacities of the place. 

The Pekin correspondent of the V.-C. Daily 
News, writes es follows :— 


An Imperial Edict was issued to-day, the 6th of 
December, ordering the construction of the line, a 
double one, from Tientsin to Lukouch‘iao, the so- 
called Marco Polo’s Bridge, 10 milesto the south- 
west of Pekin. It is to be built by Mr. Kinder, 
in other words by the Chinese themselves, and to 
be completed, at soonest in one year and at latest 
in eighteen months. It is to cost, including 
ground and locomotives, three millions of taels, 
and extends in length 216 /é or 72 miles, making 
it cost about £7,000 per mile. ‘The line itself isto 
cost Tls. 2,400,000. ‘The rails areto be 85-lbs. so 
as to give great strength and permit of great 
speed. Taotai Hu is made director. The Eme 
peror does not wish it to came to Peking in the 
meantime. It will undoubtedly pay well and it 
expects to carry the Russian tea from Tientsin, 
camels’ hair and wool to Tientsin, and coal from 
the Western Hills to Tientsin. It will prove a 
great convenience to the graduates coming up for 
their examinations and the officials coming up for 
audience. The line is to be constructed in the 
west side of the Peilho. The funds for its construce 
tion are to be derived as follows: one million from 
the Board of Revenue, one million from the yamén 
of the Northern Superintendency, and one million 
which Chang Chihetung borrowed and which the 
Tsungeli Yamén has taken over. The Hankowe 
Lukouch‘iao line being much longer and more ex- 
pensive, is left to be built by the rich merchants. 
But the wealthy Chinese will subscribe to no 
scheme which is not under foreign superinien- 
dence. They have no faith in their own Goe 
vernment, The amount could be easily raised 
in Pekin alone. There is an immense amount 
of wealth among the Chinese waiting to be 
utilised. At present the only outlets for money 
are in pawnshops, grainshops, and house property 
and then it rarely realises over two per cent. and 
is attended with great risk. Some shake their 
heads over the success of tha proposed railway 
because of its official character, Ifit should turn 
out a failure, which some predict, it will pospone 
the advent of the iron road for another generation, 
The fault will have been not with the railway but 
its management. The Chinese would prefer to 
see all such schemes in the hands of the merchants. 


Much surprise and excitement seem to have 
been caused in Pekin by the summary degra- 
dation and permanent dismissal from office of 
Minister Wang of the Tsung-li Yam6n and 
Chang Liu, Lieut..Governor of Pekin. The 
offence alleged against these officials is that, in 
memorials addressed to the Throne last year, 
they used language calculated to estrange the 
Emperor from the Empress-Dowager. They 
were not punished at the time, it is explained, 
because the war with Japan was going on. No- 
body believes that the alleged offence is the real 
one. It is thought that either the event must 
be read as a sign of the return to power of the 
Empress-Dowager and her right-hand man, the 
ex-Viceroy Li, or as an indication that the two 
Officials were put out of the way in consequence 
of their opposition to railways. At all events 
the sentence was totally unexpected. Wang 
had been to a conference in the Tsung-li 
Yamn the day before, and was on his way 
thither again when he was told of his de- 
gradation. 

Thursday, January and, 

The North-China Daily News has a strong 
article on the subject of the salaries of officials 
in the Imperial Chinese Customs. They were 
once fine salaries in sterling, that is to say, 
when the Haikwan tael represented nearly one 
third of a sovereign. But the tael being now 
barely one sixth of that substantial British gold 
piece, the pay of Cusioms officials bulks very 
differently when converted into sterling. What 
is to be done, however? Could a less favour- 
able time be conceived for. seeking to persuade 
the Manchu Government of the necessity of re- 
adjusting their scale of payment in considera- 
tion of the appreciation that gold has undergone 
owing to the unnatural financial policy of lead- 
ing European nations? To the Chinaman a 
tael is as valuable a possession as it ever was. 
Why should he be mulcted in a larger number 
of taels because a factitious value has been given 
to aforeign coin that has nothing to do with him? 

Daring the war with Japan, while it was con- 
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stantly believed that Mukden was the objective 
point of Japanese attack, and the city was con- 
sequently exposed to all kinds of disturbing 
influences, the Protestant missionaries all retired 
to the coast, but the Roman Catholics remained. 
Months ago, the whole missionary community 
found itself once more re-united in the Man- 
churian capital, and found, also, that owing to 
the exemplary and unremitting exertions of the 
Governor-General and his Chief Secretary, the 
Christians had remained undisturbed through- 
out, and the houses of the missionaries were ex- 
actly as they had been left. In Manchuria, at all 
events, there do not seem to be many evidences 
of the anti-Christian and anti-foreign feeling so 
strongly displayed in other parts of China. 

General Tung Fu-hsiang, who commands the 
Imperial forces in Kansu, has sent a report to 
the Throne describing a series of brilliant vic- 
tories gained by him over the Mahommedan 
insurgents in that province. It is very significant 
that the period of time covered by the report is 
only twenty days, from November 13th to De- 
cember 4th. The rebellion began in May. 
General Tung, at the head of 24,000 Kansu and 
Kashgar troops, was then defending the southern 
suburbs of Pekin against an anticipated Japan- 
ese invasion. He was ordered at once to proceed 
against the rebels, but as to what happened tohim 
and his army during the following five months, 
we learn nothing from his report. At any rate, 
he avers that by December 4th he had repeated- 
ly defeated the Mohammedans and relieved the 
town of Hochou, and the Emperor, believing 
him, has handed him over to the Board of Re- 
wards as worthy of special honours. 

A terrible fire occurred, on the 3rd of Septem. 
ber last, at Ngochou, a city lying on the great 
highway between Canton and the southern pro- 
vincial market towns. The conflagration com- 
menced at 1 p.m. ina hemp shop, outside the 
south gate of the city. It was not extinguished 
until 7 in the evening, by which time 2,000 
houses had been reduced to ashes, and forty 
people burned to death. 


The Newchwang correspondent of the Worth 
China Duily News writes :— 


The curtain is falling on the drama of war, We 
have watched with considerable interest and ine 
struction the two scenes in the last act. In the 
first scene we saw the withdrawal of the victorious 
army with all its modern equipments, forcibly ime 
pressing on us the great progress made during the 
last half of this nineteenth century. This scene 
was quickly followed by the next—the return of 
the defeated army, suggesting what might have 
taken place in the beginning of the Christian 
era, or some 1,400 years before in the neigh- 
bourhood of Jericho. Round about us are 
the mud walls of the city, and here, behold, come 
the army with long trumpets and wonderful 
weapons, which are really jingals, but might be 
anything. And suddenly one trembles for the 
safety of the walls, when one hears the trumpets 
bray, and the cimbals clash, and sees the flags 
waving, and the mighty warriors with theic bamboo 
spears. Asit was cold and fine weather there were 
not any fans or umbrellasto beseen. The natives 
here are rather spoilt for this display. After 
eight months’ experience of the business-like and 
disciplined Japanese soldiers, they find it hard to 
swallow the native article. Many a jeer was cast 
at them as they came in, and even one or two 
officials were met with unpleasant rematks. The 
same officials who ran away are back again, with 
the exception of the Taotai. Everything is quiet 
and, as far as one knows, the evacuation was most 
carefully arranged and carried out, neither fo- 
reigneis nor natives suffering injury or inconveni« 
ence. And for this, all credit must be given to 
both Japanese and Chinese officials. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
—__—_____—- 


{Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentimente or opinions of our corres 
apondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


THE SOUL AFFAIR. 


To THe EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ JAPAN MAIL.” 
S1r,—Your paper of the 3rd inst. has an article, 
first seen Ly me to-eday, purporting to be an elece 
tric despatch from Séunl, containing the sentence: 
“The fact that General Dye, Mr. Unde: wood, and 
a few otler foreigners were connected with the dis- 
turbauce las been confirmed.” 


Will you kindly grant me enough space in the 
columns of your esteemed journal, to say that, so 
far as there is an insidious charge in the despatch, 
that I was a party privy to the fiasco of the 28th 
ult., it is false; absolutely false. 

His Majesty had been deprived of all English 
speaking interpreters, 

Thus it came about that several Missionaries 
kindly allowed themselves to be used, by turns, 
as interpreters between H.M. and Foreigu ree 
presentatives and other English speaking fo- 
reigners. Dr. Underwood, speaking Korean most 
fluently, was for a time almost daily, for a few 
moments, near His Majesty. It was only natural 
and proper, therefore, for him to consider it his 
duty to hasten to the palace the evening of the 
27th ult, and communicate to H.M., and those in 
authority, the fact that he had just heard cumours 
of a contemplated move against the palace. 
Though quite indefinite, the rumours presaged 
something out of the ordinary, 

This information was the first I received of the 
impending émeute. 

The special disposition of the palace guards for 
defence, immediately made at my suggestion and 
partly in my presence, and which proved to be 
effective, were based almost entirely upon the 
news Dr. Underwood had brought. 

I have elsewhere wiitten in substance, that 
whatever duplicity they who do not know me 
may think me capable of, after a sojourn of some 
years in the East, I wish it distinctly understood 
that I feel the preponderating weight of the charge 
covertly contained in the dispatch to be against 
my intellect, Against my sanity. 

The situation here, lovely ae it is for a stormy 
petrel, conflicting as may be the many interests 
involved, hardly justifies the mendacity contained 
in the dispatch. 

Just to hand is the Dec. 7th number of the 
Japan Weokly Mail. 

he article on Korean Affairs on p. 609, cone 
tains little truth so far as it relates to me or to the 
situation generally. I may further say that the 
news on Korean affairs, appearing in the columus 
of your ably edited paper, are entitely too onee 
sided to reflect the truth to your readers, 


I have the honour to be, Sir, very truly and 


respectfully, 
Wm. McE. DYE. 
Sdul, December 2oth, 1895. 





THE ORIGIN OF THE JAPANESE. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ JAPAN Mait.”” 


S1r,--With the greatest interest I have perused 
the contribution in your last issue on the origin of 
the Japanese, and I am delighted to see that truth 
finds at last its way. It was even before I came 
lo Japan, an my journey through Canada, that 
1 was happy enough to find the book of John 
Campbell, Professor in the Presbyterian College, 


“ 


Montreal: ‘*The Hittites, their Inscriptions aud &” 


their History ;” and ever since I have pleaded for 
the extremely striking etymological proof, which 
is given in this book (p. 18) for tha-Hittite ogigi 

ofthe Japanese. The Hittites migrated toward 


‘the north and east, “‘ and a miserable rest of them 


is still found in Siberia: among the Yeniseians 
every man is, according to the various dialects, 
kes, kis, khitt, hitt, hes, in other words a Aittite.” 


And in exactly the same manner the Japanese > 4 


have preserved the remembrance of being origine 
ally Hittites, for each of them calls himself histo, 
which ts apparently sdentical with Hittite. To 
the same stock belong, as Mr. Campbell has 
proved beyond doubt, the Mexicans and Peru- 
vians, and, as the name already implies, the 
Cathayaus. 

The striking similarity between 
Hlamath, the old capital of the Hittites, is exhibit. 
ed by Mr. Campbell (p. 18), and he adds the 
comparison, which struck me at once, with 
Himavas, the old name for the Himalayas, and 
with the Amanta, the Peruvian scribes (p. 24), 

In order to show the extremely suggestive chac 
racter of Mr. Campbell’s etymologies, which are, to 
say the least, equal to those of Mr. Edkins, whose: 
contributions sometimes appear in your paper, 
and in order to invite people to study that book, 
which throws @ flood of light on Asiatic and Ames 
rican history, I quote a few of the most striking 
comparisons. 

The Japanese family name Masakado is une 
doubtedly of the same origin as Massagetae (p. 
21); Vedo corresponds to the Mexican tribe Astec, 
the medial s#, representing an original breathing 
(21); the Chinese name of Japan, Jypen, is 
apparently the Indian Vavana (p. 18); Hachs- 
man, the god of war, is doubtlessly the same 
name which the Mexican histosians make Hue 
man and the Peruvian Huaman; it also appeared 
among’ the extinct Guauches of the Canary Is- 


Yamato aud ~ 
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lands as the eponym of the Achimenseys, and its 
oldest form is preserved in Joshua XV. v. 14, 
where Ahiman appears as ason of Enak. I ex- 
\ Press the hope that historical researches based on 
“the solid rock of such sound etymology, may soon 
settle the long-discussed question of the origin of 
the Japanese. 
I enclose my card, and remain, Sir, 


Dre. M. CHR. 
Koishikawa, Kamitomisaka, Tokyo, 
26th December, 1895. 


COLONEL COCKERILL AND FOREIGN 
MISSIONARIES IN JAPAN, 


fo THe Epitor oF THE “JAPAN MalL.” 

Sirn,—The advent of the rgth century was 
heralded by great personages, and its funeral 
sermon also is going to be preached by still 
greater ones. It was ushered in by Kant and 
Geethe, and is going to be closed by Colonel 
Cockerill, The Colonel is a great man. His 
literary productions since going to Japan are 
phenomenal. With a facile pen he has written 
about everything and interviewed everybody. 
Japanese manners and literature, politics and 
philosophy, origin and language alternately have 
passed before the bar of his criticism; and after 
finishing “things Japanese” he has turned his 
attention to “things missionary.” Already he 
has written two long articles on this puzzling 
problem. His articles possess every quality which 
characterizes every article appearing in American 
papers from abroad: they are intensely interest- 
ing, unapproachably sensational, and hopelessly 
superficial. The second article claims to be an 
impartial consensus of opinions collected from 
friends and enemies, both native and foreign, of 
foreign missions in Japan. When I read its in- 
troductory part I hailed its writer with delight. I 
anticipated to see at last light thrown by enlight- 
ened upon men those problems which have tortured 
iny mind for many years; men who have been in 
Japan since the inception of Christianity in the 
advancing empire: I expected to see the opinions 
of such natives as Drs. Kozaki, Handa, Ishikawa, 
and Pastor Miyazaki: on the foreign side, the 
Opinions of the Venerable Dr. Verbeck, Dr. 
Greene, the Rev. Mr. Tyng of the Episcopal 
Missions: men who have built up churchies, 
educated the Christian youth, men in a word 
who have created and given life to that infant 
plant: representative leaders whose experience, 
knowledge, and probity are a safe guide to any 
perplexed soul. Even from the opponents’ side 
ifthere is a conscientious and decent opponent— 
I expected to see names of those who carry re- 
spect in whatever camp they are found. What 
was my surprise to find that on the Japanese side 
he had only the name of that erratic Tamura, a 
man proscribed by the 4o millions of his own race. 
Similarly on the foreign side he had that of Mr. 
McCaleb, a man recently arrived and hardly 
speaking the language. Why under the heaven 
Mr. Cockerill found Mr. McCaleb is beyond my 
stupid comprehension, Next to McCaleb comes 
Mr. Loomis. Whatever his ability it should be 
observed that Mr. Loomis is not a missionary. 
The third one is the Principal of the Unie 
tarian Mission—that rudderless craft being vio- 
lently tossed to and fro by the raging winds of 
scepticism. May God save her from becoming a 
dangerous derilict in this age of universal ship- 
wreck. Colonel Cockerill says [quoting from me- 
mory] the head of this Mission (Unitarian) keeps 
the temple of truth in Tokyo. I am afraid the 
Coleone! has got his impressions of a temple of 
truth feom the one which the New York Herald 
has erected in the great metropolis of civilized 
America. 

At the end of his long article, Colonel Cockerill 
has given a long series of those childish charges 
which every one knows but no one can prove, 
charges of missionaries living extravagantly, build- 
ing for themselves palatial homes, &c., &c. The 
writer has not made public the name of this op- 
ponent, but he assures us thathe is a man who 
has been in Japan for many years and his know- 
ledge of the results of the missionary enterprise in 
Japan is very thorough, and finally that he isa man 
of absolute reliability. After reading this article, 1 
met a gentleman who has been in Japan for many 
years and whose name was very favorably men- 
tioned by this “‘ opponent ” in the same article. I 
asked him if he knew this “ opponent,” he replied 
yes. I further asked him if he was a reliable man 
as Colonel Cocknell had represented him. He 
replied ‘No! he is one of the most unpricipled 
chaps lever met!” It is the charges and accue 
sations of such men that this priest of truth has 
brought to the knowledge of his ignorant worship- 
pers. Shall I proceed now to controvert them P 
It would be simply a waste of time. Woe to the 


nation whose iustructors are such men! Woe 
tothe country whose knowledge for deciding the 
most stupendous problems of humanity must be 
derived from such flippant mental productions ! 

I am, your most obedient Servant. 


ISAAC DOOMAN. 
New York City, U.S.A., Dec. 2nd, 1895. 


MR. ISAAC DOOMAN. 


To tHe Epitor oF THE ‘ JAPAN Matt.” 

Str,—I will be obliged if you will kindly per- 
mit me to make rejoinder to Mr. Isaac Dooman, 
of New York City, who, in a letter to your journal 
of the 3joth ult.; has transfixed me with the icy 
javelin of his contempt, because in my letters to 
the New York Herald upon Missionary problems 
in Japan, I have not written ina manner entirely 
pleasing to himself. If I were a reckless and in- 
different person, I might say that the opinion of 
Isaac Dooman as to my work is of no more con- 
sequence to me than the hee-hawing of a wild ass’ 
colt loosed in the desert, but when my professional 
reputation is assailed I must enter a protest. I 
have suffered a preat deal of humiliation in my 
time. In my green youth I was whipped in a fair 
fight by a negro boy, a year younger than myself, 
and I can assure you that it required a long time 
for me to recover my amour propre. Later, 
and while in the army during the Civil War, 
I was kicked by a mule. Subsequently I was 
swindled to the extent of $25.00 by a pro- 
fessional confidence man, and my crowning 
degradation came when, in 1869, I was acci-' 
dentally run into by a nightecart in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. But with all this belitting misfortune I 
never knew the poignancy of genuine humiliation 
until T fell under the critical dipleasure of I. Doo- 
man. To tell you frankly that I never heard of 
this wise and distinguished person until I read 
his deprecatory letter in your columns will only add 
to the contempt and contumely which I am sure 
your readers already feel for me. Not to know 
something of Isaac must be shocking evidence of 
my ignorance and general incapacity. Mr. Doo- 
man speaks of me as ‘a great man.” That he 
does not mean this am quite confident. This is 
only one of Isaac’s rapier-like thrusts of satire 
which have so deeply touched and wounded me. 
In his contemptuous pity, Isaac informs you that 
all my writings on Missionary subjects are cha- 
racteristic off‘ every article appearing in American 
papers (sic) from abroad—intensely interesting, 
unapproachably sensational, and hopelessly su- 
perficial.” To be able to even interest a 
man of Mr. Dooman’s evident intellectual 
breadth ought to be enough to fill an ordinary 
mortal with pride, but to be branded by Mr. 
Dooman as a sensationalist crushes me to earth 
and causes me to writhe in pain. During 
thicty years of assiduous labour in what is known 
as the Field of Journalism, I have steadfastly 
endeavoured to avoid Sensationalism. That I 
write superficially is no doubt due to my lack of 
education, experience, and the need of proper 
training at the bands of some such divinely gifted 
person as Isaac Dooman. As to my versatility— 
to which Mr. D. kindly cally attention—I must 
say, with all becoming modesty, that [ am some- 
times astonished at that myself. I have probably 
in my career touched upon and written about a 
greater variety of subjects than Mr. Dooman ever 
heard of, but that may be due to the fact that I 
eacn my living with my peu, while Mr. Dooman, 
for aught I know, may be in the livery or green- 
grocer business, . 

Now what has turned this long-range controver- 
tialist loose upon me? Nothing, save that in 
gathering opinions about missionary workers in 
Japan, I have not gone for information to 
gentiemen whom he would have selected. That 
is about all. How does he know that the able 
apostles whom he names were accessible to 
me? How does he know but that I have 
arranged to extract from them the sweets of their 
knowledge? Left entirely without the guidance 
of Isaac Dooman I have simply endeavoured to do 
my best. [have in my poor, ignorant way tried 
at all times to be just, fair, and impartial in my 
writings. The renowned Isaac objects to the opi- 
nions of the Rev. Mr. McCaleb, as quoted by me, 
because Mr. McCaleb has not dwelt sufficiently 
long in the tents of Nippon. That may be serious. 
I met Mr. McCaleb, an ordained clergyman, casu- 
ally, and I asked him for an opinion, which he 
courteously gave me. I had read his contribu. 
tions to the Fapan Mazi, and I looked upon him as 
a man of zeal and earnestness. I wist: to testify 
now that while he may not be in any sense so wise, 
so inspired, norso useful, as Mc. Dooman, he is 
certainly on much better terms with the cules of 
English syntax and prosody, and I believe him to 
to be an honest Christian. My learned critic ob- 
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jects to opinions from the Rev. Clay MacCauley 
because of his heterodoxy, and he denies the 
tight of the Rev. Henry Loomis to have his 
Opinions exploited by me because he is not a 
missionary. Mr. Loomis bas been in Japan 
many yeats. He has been engaged under 
missionary auspices in carrying the actual Gos- 
pels to the heathen. I have seen him doing 
most excellent work in the missionary line, and 
I have every reason to believe that he can 
travel, when he so desires, on the favoured terms 
accorded missionaries. I shall continue to regard 
him as a worthy missionary, at the risk of being 
damned by Dooman, who has already, I fear, 
doomed me professionally. In conclussion, my 
merciless critic denounces one of my informants 
as an “‘unprincipled chap,” writes a point blank 
falseliood in connection therewith, and, after due 
anathema, neglects to traverse a single statement 
which I have myself made touching missionary 
wotk in Japan. I have never known a man to fill 
so much newspaper space to so little purpose as 
has Mr. Dooman, unless I am trenching upon his 
record at this moment. It is impossible, as you 
will see, for me to maintain a controversy with a 
man whose steel-tempered. brain permits him only 
to indulge in satire. When Gen. Sam Cary, of 
Ohio, in a boisterous political speech, some years 
ago, assailed Donn Piatt, that gentleman remark- 
ed that he had leaned in early life to never engage 
in a discussion with a loud noise or a bad smell, 
and he classed the imprecatory Cary in this dual 
category. Thus do I, with some temerity, dismiss 
Isaac. 

In the closing paragraph of hisletter to you, Mr. 
Dooman, referring to me, says:—‘' Woe to the 
nation whose instructors are such men! Woe to the 
country whose kuowledge for deciding the most 
stupendous problems of humanity must be derived 
from such flippant mental productions !”’ 

That this Christian Paladin should call down 
woe upon my unhappy country because I am, in 
my feeble way, one of its volunteer instructors, is 
most grievous. I shudder in my deep gloom and 
humiliation. I really would never have thought 
of committing such a silly crime had I known that 
I. Dooman was living and fairly oozing Truth, 
Knowledge, and Righteousness upon a yearning 
world at all times and at little or no cost. I can 
do no better, I presume, than humbly crave 
Isaac’s pardon. 


Very respectfully yours, 


JOHN A. COCKERILL. 
Yokohama, January rst, 1896. 








AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
—_———_—_g—__. _—___. 
By Joun Prummer, M.J.S. 


Sydney, Nov. roth, 1895. 

The war scare has ended as Sagaenlyas it ne 
The admission of the London Times that it had 
been misled by Russia and China occasioned a 
general sense of relief; at the same time the official 
denial of the Russian Government is everywhere 
accepted with a certain amount of reserve. A 
Tasmanian paper, invariably guarded in its 
utterances, says=="* Those who have watched the 
wiles of Russian diplomacy will find it hard to 
forget that such a procedure as that stated to have 
occurred between Russia and China would be quite 
in accord with Russia’s general policy. That Russia 
is anxious to extend her Asian dominions south- 
wards from Vladivostock has long been an open 
secret, and the time for such extension appeared 
extremely appropriate. The disorder which runs 
through a considerable portion of China, the 
throne of the Emperor shaking to its foundations, 
and the Manchu dynasty trembling in the balance 
owing to the disaffection of the people generally 
as a result of the defeat by Japan—all these facts 
would render the course of Russia one of the 
greatest ease, for China, beaten to her knees and 
in chaos and scarcely veiled rebellion, was certainly 
not ina position to resist the pressure that the 
agents of the Czar would use. Besides this, the 
eyes of Europe were centred on Stamboul, and none 
knew the hour when the army of Russia and the 
navy of Great Britain would be engaged to protect 
the Armenians from Turkish barbarous misrule. 
Perhaps it will never be known how close Europe 
was to an explosion in connection with this last 
phase of the Eastern difficulty, for itis an absolute 
certainty that England would not tamely submit 
to such a treaty as that said to have been entered 
into between Russia and China.” 


One immediate result of the scare has been to 
direct public attention more largely to the ques 
tion of Australian defence. A New South Wales 
country paper cemarks that the rumoured treaty, 
was “ pregnant with warning as to the dangers to 
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which Australians are blindly and unnecesacily 
exposed, from the absence of unity of purpose in 
any attempt they may require to make to ward off 
foreign attack. Any sensible Australian looking 
atthe map will see, with Russia securely entren- 
ched at Port Arthur, with the inexhaustible sup- 
plies of Chinese coal, that she is within easy strike 
ing distance of the Australian coast; Cettainly 
within four thousand miles. In the Crimean war 
she was practically “sealed up,” but she is not so 
now under the conditions of her latest move. The 
military authorities in the different colonies are 
emphatic in declaring that a federal system of 
defence should forthwith be. initiated, but it is 
difficult to induce the various Australian patlia- 
ments to discuss the matter seriously. Lord Bras- 
sey, Lord Hampden, and the other new Colonial 
Governors are said to entertain very strony views 
on the subject, and it is not improbable that some- 
thing may be done during the next few months 
towards securing united defensive action. 


So far, Russia has proved the bogie of timid Aus- 
tealians, but others contend that Japan is the real 
danger to be feared. Among these alarimists is 
Mr. E. W. Lamb, who, writing to the Sydney 
Morning Herald, says :—" I cannot help thinking 
that the Governor of Viadivostock’s speech was a 
puteup job. * Make a bellicose after dinner speech, 
old fellow; if England makes a row we shall have 
to dismss you, but in a little time make you Go- 
vernor of Sebastopol.’”” But, says Mr. Lamb, 
‘*we have, I think, far more to fear from the 
Japanese, flushed with victory, combining with 
some European Power and making a raid on our 
coast. When looking over the Japanese train- 
ing ship which visited our port a few years 
ago, and seeing many of the cadets sketche 
ing the harbour, I could not help thinking, 
wondering if these young fellows when being ex- 
amined—like the German officers when up for 
Promotion were asked, How would you take 
Patis? or the French, How would you take Lon- 
don ?—would be asked, How would you take Syds 
ney, Melbourne, or Adelaide? I am told, however, 
the Japanese are very fond of money, and, as we 
form part of the richest empire in the world, they 
will think twice before they venture on such a 
hazardous game. But be this as it may, are we to 
do nothing P like the Britons, call for help over the 
water? No. Let us make the most of our small 
numbers, and, like the Swiss, arm and train all 
ouc people; let our batteries have the best guns, 
our defence force and volunteers the best :ifles. 
Cressy was won by the best crossbows and Chitral 
by the best rifles. Likewise let our volunteer cavalry 
be weil armed, aud let them enlist a few score 
aboriginals as scouts, like the Americans do to the 
present day with their Indians. It is a mistake 
to suppose our blacks are cowards. I have known 
naked savages, with spears, stand up in a pitched 
battle against the native police led by European 
officers, and not till many of them were killed did 
they retire, and then in good order, and many a 
bushranger have they hepled to capture who, with- 
out theic aid, would have remained at large for 
years. Let us utilise all our material, establish 
powder manufactories and smallearm factories, 
leaving for the present heavy guns for England to 
turn out; and, above all, a federal military college 
for training our officers. A new era is opening up 
in the Pacific, and we are destined to play an im- 
portant part. It may be only friendly strife for 
the trade of the East, or it may be a death strug- 
gle for existence. India 100 years ago (India was 
then under the East India Company) sought our 
help—asked to be allowed to enrol 200 men, 
which was disallowed. Let her ask now, and I 
venture to say 5,000 men would answer the roll 
call. Whay she did for Egypt thrice would she 
do for India.” 


Much of Mr. Lamb’s utterances savour of thodo- 
montade, nevertheless they represent the opinions 
of many intelligent Australians, There are others, 
however, and these constitute the majority, who 
contend that Australia and Japan have so many 
interests in common, that they are more likely to 
become sworn allies than opposing foes, and these 
point to the many kindly notices of things Aus- 
tralian which have appeared from time to time in 
the Japanese papers as a proof that there exists 
among the Japanese people a friendly disposition 
towards the colonists. The other day the Sydney 
Morning Herald published the following, ‘It is 
hardly to Japan, among the nations, that we 
should look for discussion and criticism of the 
Australian poets, and yet the hardy Japanese by 
their recent feats have so astonished the world that 
we should be prepared to accept with calmness 
any news thal we get of their excursions into fresh 
fields. Mr. Shiga, one of the editors of the Mip- 
pon-Fin, has just published in that journal a paper 
of his on the Australian poets. As yet few of the 
Australian poets, he observes, are qualified to take 
theic place ina historyof English literature. Litera- 
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And grant that yet an Austral Milton’s song, 
Pactolus-like, flow deep and rich along; 

An Austral Shakespeare rise whose living page, 
To nature true, may charm in every age, 

And that ao Austral Pindar, daring, soar 
Where not the Theban eagle reached before. 


Mr. Shiga concludes his review in the following 
strain :— The cry of Australia for Australians has 
already been raised in the southern continent, 
where it is evident on all sides that the people are. 
longing to be separated from the mother country 
and set up an independent community, This 
lounging for an independent national existence will 
lead first to the combination of different states of 
Australia, then to the establishment of an inde- 
pendent republic, and lastly to the independence 
It is now 70 years siuce 


of Australian literature. 
the above-quoted lines were written by Went. 


worth, and it may be supposed that in another 
threes-core and ten years thece will have grown up. 


a great and independent literature in Australia as 
the result of the latter's independence asa republic. 


The nineteenth century has grown old, and the: 


cevival of literary life in the twentieth century will 
doubtless receive much impetus from the birth of 
Australian literature. The future is for you, the 
poets of Australia.” What strikes us is that we 
have had less able critics nearer home, and that 
the paper is an evidence that the Japanese are not 
altogether ignorant of matters Australian, as mili- 
tary expects have more than once reminded us,” 


The foregoing article has atthacted conside: able 
atlention and awakened much interest in the dee 
velopment of Japanese literature, so tar as it 
affects Australian subjects, and already a trade is 
springing up in illustiated Japanese books, print- 
ed in English, especially those intended for the 
use of children, All the recently published works 
on Japan, especially those by Mc. Henry Nor- 
man, have enjoyed an extensive sale in Sydney, 
Melbourne, aud elsewhere; and at the public 
libsaries all the leading books of Japanese his- 
tory, travels, elc., are in ceaseless requisition ; 
but respecting commercial and industrial Japan, 
very little information appears to be forthcom. 
ing. Producers here do not seem to understand 
fully what commodities, save wool, have the 
best chance in the Japan market. Mr. Syme, 
of the Melbourne Age, appears to have been struck 
with this, for bis cetarn from Tokyo and Yokohama 
has been followed by the publication of a letter, 
the first of a series, froma special correspondent 
in the latter city, who does not, however, appear 
to think that Australian shippers will find in 
Japan a new and larger outlet for their produce. 
He says,—** The difficulty, however, is to find a 
distributing medium which can be celied on. If 
the views of the British consul, Mr. Longford, are 
correct, Japanese idea of commercial probity are 
of a low order; and although there are Japanese 
firms whose reputation stands high, still there is 


always the possibility that the inexperienced con- 


signor of goods on this side might not always be 
fortunate enough to select the right man. At the 
present time the European houses represent wholly 
European interests, and hence it is not their policy 
to invite Australian competition.” There is a 
great deal in allthis. The dealings of Japanese 
firms with Australian houses have not always been 
of a satisfactory nature, and there are unpleasant 
rumours of orders, accompanied by remittances, 
being sent to Tokyo, and never acknowledged. 


But there are plenty of travelled Australians 


who always have a good word for Japan and the 
Japanese. Among these is Mr. Buckhurst, of 
Melbourne, who, writing to the local Argus, says, 
—‘' Some seem to fear if we open trade facilities 
with Japan we shall be overrun with Japanese. I 
don't think so. The Japanese are not as a rule 
an emigrating people, and my experience in 
travel is that it is the Chinese and not the Japan- 
ese who are oversunning every easy available 
country, and if some of them do come it will do us 
good and not harm, for they will most likely em- 
bark in things new to us, such as silk culture and 
manufacturing fancy wood carving, and will show 
us how to grow rice in the great Carrum and other 
swamps, They are past masters in the art of 
irrigation, and it is almost a rarity in a Japanese 
farm to see a weed going to seed. These are a 
few of the things that struck me from memory 
as appertaining to the Japanese. There is 
one other point in which the Japanese can teach 
Australians a lesson, viz., in sending their smartest 
young men to all parts of Europe and America 
to pick up new industries, and then importing 
experts to teach her people how to start them. A 
Japanese official laughingly remarked to me that 


if Japan went on for the next 25 years as she had | 
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ture is yet young in the southern continent, but 
that its prospects are exceedingly bright and in- 
viting is not doubted by the Japanese critic, who 
believes that the Australian poet W. C, Weat- 
worth is not too sanguine in the following lines :— 


in the last 25 there would be nothing Japanese left 
in Japan.” 

The other day, Cardinal Morass, while Opening 
a fancy faie in a Sydney suburb, said that he had 
been much amused by seeing in a Japanese news- 
Paper an article congratulating the nation on its 
successes against China, and saying that the wok 
sv auspicionsly begun should be continued—that 
the Philippine Islands, Hongkong, and Australia 
should be annexed. This Weoauess forecast was 
associated by the Cardinal with a patriotic refer- 
ence to the question of Australian Federation, 
respecting which he has indeed always expressed 
himself in a similarly becoming and broademinuded 
spirit. ‘* Many persons,” observes the Melbourne 
Age, “beside the Cardinal, will doubtless be 
amused at the apparently cool and matter of fact 
way in which one of the manufacturers or intere 
preters of public.opinion in the land of the Mikado 
hints at how Australia by and bye is to conti ibute 
tothe greater glory of Japan. But though the 
idea, just now at all events, may be very amusing 
in itself, it brings possibilities in view which would 
be the very reverse of a laughing matter. Australia 
is hound to hear more of the Japanese. ‘The 
prospect of the very intimate acquaintance in that 
direction which inay be forced upon Australians 
one day could certainly be contemplated with a 
good deal more of equanimity if they were able to 
regard it in the character of a united people.” 
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NAVAL COURT OF ENQUIRF. 
—_—_—_—_—_——______ 
THE ‘‘1S18"’-“ w. H. MACY” COLLISION. 


A Naval Court of Inquiry was held in H.B.M. 
Court on Friday morning into the circumstances 
atlending acollision between the British steamer 


Ists and the American ship Wiliam H. Macy in 


Uraga Channel on the morning of the 15th of Octo- 
ber last, the Court being composed of Joun Carsy 
HAct, Esq., H.B.M. Consul and Assistant Judge, 
President, and Captain Tuomas Leigu, Master of 
the steamer Fapan and Captain RicuarpD Mor. 
GAN, Master ot the steamer Port Aldelatde, Naval 
Assessors, and ARTHUR Hype Lay, Esq., of 
H.B.M. Consular Service, Secretary of Court. 

Mc. Lowpsgr was present in Court on behalf of 
the steamer. 

On the Court opening, the Secretary read the 


order convening the Court, after which evidence 


was led, the first witness being 

Thomas Walker, Master of the Jsés, sworn, 
said:—I hold a Master's certificate. On the 
night of the 14th October, we were approaching 
Rock Island and Sagami. As night was ap- 
proaching I put engines slow at 6.40 and they cone 
tinued so until the collision occurred. At about 
11 o'clock I turned ship’s head to S.S.W., with 
flood tide, and she was not doing much over the 
ground, but about 3 or 34 knots through the 
water. About 2 minutes betore the collision I was 
at foot of the ladder, near the charteroom door. 
Heard a light teported by lookout. | jumped 
on to the bridge and saw a green light clase to, 
about 5 or 6 points on our port bow. The chief 
officer at the same time gave the order “hard 
apart.” I saw that theonly thing that contd be 
done was to put the engines full speed ahead. 
The helm had the effect of paying her off rT 
points, but the engines had no effect on her in the 
short time that elapsed. The sailing ship struck 
us at an angle of 85 degress from aft and almost 
amidships on the port side. She cut us from the 
turn of the deck to our upper bilge and into the 
engine-room tank, She dragged along our side 
and damaged our bulwarks in the way of the main 
rigging. All the upper bridge was wrecked, this 
including chart-table, life belt chest, life buoys, 
compass corrector, and all the otter small fittings 
on the bridge. Then on the main bridge, the two 
boats were smashed up and the davits and all the 
fittings belonging tothem. This left us only with 
the boats on the starboard side. They were im- 
mediately lowered and put to the waler’s edge, 
before the other vessel had cleared us. I hails 
ed the other ship immediately after the collision 
from the main bridge. I asked her name, but got 
no reply. I then followed her aft to the poop and 
asked if she was badly damaged, and I heard 
from the other ship, {' We're all right.” I then 
asked hier to stand by; as I thought we were sinke 
ing and I heard the reply “all right,” followed 
with the order “clear away the life-boat.” This 
is all that passed between the two ships. After 
ascertaining our damages we kept close to 
the stern of the sailing ship. During that time 
she asked for no assistance, but showed several 
blue-lights, which [took to mean she required a 
pilot. At 2.45, it coming on to rain, we lost sight 
of her, but kept in the same place till daylight 
next morning. Seeing nothing of her, I steered 
across to Tateyama, The weather golting worse, 


Jan. 4, 1896.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


19 








with -onv ship opeking up aud making more water, 
at g o'clock I steamed stowly up and arrived in 
Yokohama about 1 p.m. Saw nothing of the sail- 
ing vessel after 2.45. 


The Captain then made a diagram showing the 


position of the two vessels approaching each other. 

To the Assessors—At the lime of the collision 
Sagami light bore 5 miles about N.W. by N. 
The speed of the sailing ship I estimate at about 
7 knots. ff we had gone full speed astern, we 
should have been struck on a much more vulner- 
able part. For a vessel like mine going three 
knots with 150 pounds steam it would take about 
5 minutes to stop her way before she could get 
sternway on, It would be impossible for me to 
say what the average time would be, as it depends 
entirely on the vessel. 


else than what we did, aswe only saw her light 
such a short time before the collision. I cannot 


account for nat seeing her light except by the fact: 


of its being obscured. The wind was N.N.E. and 


the ship was on the starboard tack. The watch was: 


relieved about 2 minutes after 12 o’clock. The 
sailing ship's light should have been visible at full 
range, but I omby saw it when ste was 400 or 500 
yards off. I have so reason to believe the look- 
out is coloureblind. ‘Ihe chief officer was on the 
bridge at the time. Our lights were property 
screened, and inthe whole of my experience they 
fave never been required to he tiimmed at night. 
The lights are seal oil candles. 

The President—Your statement that the light 
on the sailing ship was not seen till two minutes 
before the collision reflects most seriously upon 
your lookoat man and chief officer. At any rate, 
so it appears. 

Witness The light, when it was sighted, was a 
gosd ligit. Therefore I think that previously it 
must have been obscured or was not lighted. 

‘The President—We have to assume that the 
sailing ship’s lights were all right unless you bring 
evidence to the contrary. 

Witness—If the ight had been all right [ ought 
to have seen it before I left the bridge at 11.56. 

‘fo the Assessors—The ship carried her lights 
on the fore port of the fore rigging without any 
screens whatever, which I consider an infringe- 
ment of the law. But under the circumstances of 
this case they would not have affected the results. 

Immediately the light was seen, the vessel was 
seen, not before. The night was dark. I hailed 
her twice to enable hier to cd-opeiate. She could 
have done something to avoid the collision. 

To Mr. Lowder—I called on the other vessel to 
starboard her helm, which, had she done, both 
vessels would have been run parallel. It is a 
known fact that sailing vessels are easier handled 
than steam vessels. 

Mr. Lowder—Was the Court quite satisfied as 
to the vessel standing by; if not he would ask 
questions on this point ? 

The Presideut was satisfied on this point. 

The evicence of the captain was then read over 
to him. 

Robert Clelland, the chief offieer, sworn, said 
—I hold a Master’s certificate. I came on deck 
at 12.5 by the wheel house clock, and 12.8 by the 
charteroom clock. I relieved the second officer, 
who reported a white light on the starboard bow. 
The course given me was S.S.W. with orders to 
keep a good lookout for fishermen’s lights. I gave 
similar orders to the lookout. Alittle before the 
green light was reported, a light was reported, on 
the starboard bow. I had just time to look around 
belore I saw a green Jight on the port bow, about 5 
or 6 points off. Immediately after I saw it, thelook- 
out reported it. After examining the vessel with 
the ylass and seeing what she was doing, I gave 
the order hard aport. Just then the Captain came 
up and ordered the engines full speed ahead. This 
I considered was the only possible thing to do, as 
any attempt to stop her would have been ineffec- 
tive. Had the sailing vessel starboarded, as she 
ought to have done, we would have run parallel, 
and no collision would have occurred. As it was 
she struck us about a point abaft the beam. 
Orders were then given to clear away the bvats 
which was executed in about three minutes. 

Tothe President—As a matter of fact | wason 
deck only 7 minutes before the collision. Had 
the light been burning we must have seen it, could 
not help but see it. She was unly 500 or 600 
yards off when I first saw her. Her light showed 
suddenly as I was looking around. 

A diagram was then deawn of the position of 
the respective vessels when the Macy was first 
sighted. 

To the President—The only way I can aceount 
foc wot seeing the light is that it was hidden by 
the wedther fore sheet. It would take 4 minutes 
at least to stop our way. The tide was full. 
The sailing ship was going about 6 or 7 knots, 
judging by the way she was bowling along, I 


In the light of subsequent. 
events, I don’t think we could have done anything: 


expected she would have starboarded her helm 
instead of making ditect for us as she was 
doing. The Captain heard me give the order hard 
aport the helm. I do not see how any one can 
be blamed for not having seen the light before it 
was actually sighted. Had it been visible we 
should have seen it along way off before midnight. 
When the second officer mentioned a light it was 
the green light of Jogashima on the starboard side. 
An adjournment was then made till 2 o’clock. 


On resuming in the afternoon, the first witness 
called was 

Olaf Olsen, A.B., the lookout on the night of 
the collision, sworn, said—I went on duty at 8 
bells, Was told a bright light was right ahead. 
Shortly afterwards I reported a light on the star- 
board bow, but can’t say how long after 
I went on deck or how long before the 
collision. It was 2 or 3 points off. 1 then re- 
ported a light on the port bow almost simultane- 
ously. It was a light-green light. The light was 
4 or § points off the port bow. I can’t say how 
far it was off, but it was close to,—less than a 
quarter of a mile. She gradually approached 
and struck us; can’t say anything as to time. 
The steamer hauled off from the ship. Can’t 
say asto whether her speed was altered or not. 
I was looking round all the time while on watch, 
the light came up all of a sudden, and [I cannot 
account for not having seen it sooner. 

To the President—There was a bright shore 
light about midships on the starboard side. It 
was a bright light—neitherred or green. It was 
a good distance off, but I caunot say how far it 
was. I reported a light when I came on deck. I 
reported the light about 2 points off the starboard 
bow. My eyes have been tested for colours twice 
in Sweden. You can’t sign on a Swedish ship 
unless your eyes are tested.. This was ten years 
ago. I wastested by!a doctor. After the collision 
we had orders to clear the life boats. After which 
I returned to my duty. The steamer then cleared 
from the sailing ship. The night was dark but 
lights could be seen from a distance but not too 
far. I heard the captain hail the other ship to 
hard astarboard, but heard no :eply. The sail. 
ing ship was near enough to hear. 

Heury Nelson, second officer, sworn, said—I 
was on duty till 12 o’clock. We were steering 
S.S.W. about 4 miles to the southward of Sagami 
light. It was a dark night with a clear atmos- 
phere. There were plenty lights about which 
could be distinctly seen, but no hulls of vessels, I 
looked twice around the horizon before I left the 
bridge. Itis a practice of mine todoso. I re- 
ported what I took to be a green light on the 
starboard side,—Togashima light. There were no 
lights whatever on the port side when I swept the 
horizon with my glasses. 

To the Assessors—No alteration was made in 
the course after the course was set. When I 
heard a bright green light reported on the 
port bow and the order hard aport and the tele- 
graph ring my attention was drawn toit. The 
green light was bearing 2} points off before the 
port beam. We paid off about 2 points and I 
thought we would clear her as we were going 
fullspeed ahead, If I had been on watch at the 
time I would have put the helm hard aport, but 
whether I would’ have gone ahead or astern 
I cannot say. A collision might have been avoid- 
ed if the other ship had helped. She was going 
about § miles, and we were going about 3} knots. 
The Jsts woutd not have gone astern immediately, 
she would have tucned round, and we would have 
become « targe!. I consider it was better to go 
full speed ahead than to go full speed astern. I 
can account for the ship’s light not being seen 
by the fact of her sheets being loose while tacking, 
and the fore sheet is liable to get into the way of 
the light, it being then slack ; and also taking into 
consideration that ship’s lights are not properly 
looked after, and that they are generally, if not 
always, trimmed at 8 bells. The wick of the lamp 
produced is too small, also the lamp smaller than 
it ought to be for the size of the lantern, 


One of the Assessors, Captain Morgan, did not 
think the light would pass the Board of Trade in 
England. The lamp also had no chimney ; from 
its appearance there were no fixings for achimney. 

The lamp was then lighted, and pronounced by 
the Assessors to be inadequate, the measurement 
of the wick barely an inch broad, the lamp un- 
fitted with a chimney, and no socket or other 
arrangement Tor fitting a chimney into it. Alto- 
gether the lighting arrangements were tov small 
and altogether imperfect. 

Mr. Lowder said that, if it would be any 
satisfaction to the Court, he would produce the 
steamer’s light, such as is provided for by the 
Board of Trade. 

The President said it should be produced to- 
morrow morning. 


Google 


Karl Westerland, the man at the wheel, sworn, 
said—The steering is done upon the bridge, not 
in the wheel house. I don’t rememher how long 
it was from the time of reporting the light and the 
collision. My duty was to look after the compass, 
not at passing lights. I got the order hard aport, 
aud I did so, but cannot say whether the speed 
of the ship was increased or not. It was almost 
as soon as the light was reported that I got the 
order hard aport. 

Captain Walker said that if it were permissible, 
he would like one of the Assessors to produce a 
lamp used by him, in accordance with the Board 
of Trade Regulations, for the purpose of com- 
parison between the /sis and Macy’s lights. 

The President understood that Mr. Lowder was 
prepared to do so. 

Mr. Lowder said he would try and produce one 
or two for the purpose. 

The Court then adjourned till 10.30 a.m. to- 
morrow, the President and Assessors in the mean- 
time would make an examination of the position 
of the Macy’s lights and the stays. 

The Court then rose. 


The Naval Court of Inquiry, opened on Friday 
in H.B.M. Court, into the circumstances attending 
the collision between the British steamer Zsts and 
the American ship Wiliam HY. Macy, was con- 
tinued on Saturday morning, the Court being 
composed of Joun Cargy Hatt, Esq., H.B.M. 
Consul and Assistant Judge, President, and Cap- 
tain THomas Leiau, Master of the steamer Fapan, 
and Captain Ricuarp Mora@an, Master of the 
steamer Port Adelaide, Naval Assessors, and 
ArtTuHur Hyps Lay, Esq., Cleck of Court. 

Mr. Lowder was again present on behalf of the 
Master of the steamship Jsés. 

Asked by the President whether the man on the 
look-out was present, Captain Walker replied that 
he was not. 

The President said he would like to have the 
evidence of the man on the look-out before mid- 
night on the night of the collision. 

The Captain stated that the man was unable to 
be present, his vessel having dragged her anchors 
last night, he had had to leave the mate and part 
of the crew on board, but that he could be sent for. 

Mr. Lowder said he would like to call that man 
to prove that there was a good look-out kept all 
the time. 

The President said that would wecessitate an 
adjournment. He would like to finish that day as 
he had an immense amount of work to attend to. 

Mr. Lowder said it would be merely a repeti- 
tion of evidence already given that a good look- 
out was kept, but he would be very sorry If his 
not calling him should in any way prejudice the 
case against the Captain, buthe would call him 
in the afternoon if it was necessary. 

The President informed Mr. Lowder that it was 
absolutely within his own discretion and that of 
the Captain. 

The Captain here produced two ship’s lanterns, 
one from the steamer /sis and the other from the 
P. & O. steamer Ancona for inspection by the 
Court. 

Continuing, Captain Walker said the only fur- 
ther evidence he desired to produce was indepen- 
dent evidence as to the size of the lanterns and 
lights carried by the respeetive vessels. For this 
purpose he called— 

John James Efford, sworn, said—=I am Surveyor 
to the British Government in Japan and have held 
that office since 1885. Prior to that I was ship- 
master for neatly 30 years. My duties include the 
sucvey of ship’s lights, where it is required for 
registry. Tam furnished by the British Govern- 
ment with instructions relative to this. 

Shown the lantern of the W. H. Macy, witness 
said— The first thing I see is that the lantern comes 
up to the Board of Trade requirements—the ven- 
tilation is fairly good. The size of the wick should 
be two inches or one inch and three-quarters when 
burning vegetable or animal oil with a single bur- 
ner, but when petroleum or kerosene is used the 
wick should not be less than one inch. I have mea- 
sured the wick and find it is only ? of an inch; My 
instructions are to be careful even to the eighth of 
an inch when burning kerosene or petroleum. 
(Witnessthen read the cule velating to this matter.) 
There is no chimney to the light, but it is known 
asa patent burner, which, however, is not quite 
as efficient as one with a chimney. The reflector 
is not good by any means, it is not silvered and 
is such a one as I would not pass. It had been 
silvered, but that is rubbed off. I should say with 
that burner,—which is liable to smoke, and the re- 
flector, whichis useless—on a dark night, under the 
most favourable circumstances, the light could not 
be seen beyond half amile. ff the lamp was 
smoking its range of visibility would be almost 
nil; you would hardly see it until it was close up. 

The President said he would like to see the other 
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lamps, which were in accordance with the Board of 
Trade Regulations, produced, for purposes of 
comparison. 


‘These were then produced, when witness said the 
Ancona's \amp was a double burner, each wick 
being one inch wide; the Jsss’ the wick was an inch 
anda quarter wide, both burning parrafin. The 
burner of the Macy was not secured in any way to 
make it run parallel with the reflector, it could 
turn round in all directions. 

This was all the evidence, and Mr. Lowder then 
addressedtheCourt. He said:—The Court is called 
together under Section 470 of the Merchant Ship- 
ping Act for the purpose of ascertaining the cause 
of serious damage to the steamer Jsis ; and if the 
Court should be of opinion that that serious damage 
has been caused by the wrongful act or default of 
any certificated officer, I take it that that certi- 
ficate may be dealt with either by suspension or 
cancellation. I mention this because the Court 
has high punitive powers. It is a quasi-criminal 
Court. It has to decide whether what the Act of 
Parliament calls a wrongful act or default has 
been committed, and if so to punish the wrong- 
doer. I mention this to distinguish the functions 
of this Court from those of a civil Court. Iu a 
civil Court the shipowner may be made liable 
for the negligence of those in his employment. 
In this Court no person on board can be made 
liable for the action on misfeasance of anybody 
else. He answers for himself alone. In consider- 
ing this case—and I have had it before me for a 
very long time indeed—it has always appeared lo 
me that some such evidence as that just adduced 
ought to be forthcoming. Of course it is very 
easy to say there was a bad look-out on the Jsts, 
and “You must all have been asleep.” But the 
evidence we have adduced and which has not been 
contradicted, was to the opposite effect. The Cap- 
tain himself was keeping a look-out up to a certain 
time: The Chief and Second Officers and the look. 
out man have been brought before you—the watch 
was changed at twelve o’clock—and they saya 
good look-out was being kept. If that is so, then 
the collision has to be accounted for by some other 
means: and the Court has asked three of the prin- 
cipal witnesses how they account for having 
come so close to the Macy, and they say it 
was either because the light was obstructed in 
some way or else it was not burning properly. 
That point is a question entirely for you to decide 
after hearing the evidence; but [think you will 
be inclined to believe the statements of the wit- 
nesses that a good lookout was kept, since you have 
heard what Capt. Efford, who is a British Go-= 
vernment official, told you as to the Maey’s light. 
He says that under the most favourable circum. 
stances that light, as carried by that ship, could 
not have been seen more than halfa mile, and if 
the circumstances were not favourable, that is to 
say, ifthe lamp were smoking—and it would be 
liable to smoke—its range of visibility would have 
been sf. sdf you believe that, it follows that you 
must believe the evidence of the Jsis, namely, that 
the light was not discovered by them until the 
ships were within 500 or 600 yards. I shall ask you 
to believe that the evidence of the witnesses from 
the Jsis is absolutely correct. That brings me 
to the second point of the case, that, having seen 
the light, was everything done on the Jsis that could 
be done under the cirgumstances? If you accept 
what I have just submitted to you, you will find 
that the risk of collision had been more than in- 
volved, according to the rules by which risk of colli- 
sion had been constituted. It was not a case where 
the vessel was sighted in time to avoid the collision, 
The consequence was that the Captain of each 
vessel was put into a very difficult position. We 
have nothing to say as to the action of the sailing 
ship because our damage alone is in question, and 
I will now refer to what was done on thesis. The 
President suggested in some questions to witnesses 
that we might have starboarded or stopped, and 
that if we had done this probably the collision 
might have been avoided. That is entirely a 
question for you vautical gentlemen to decide 
upon, You have heard the evidence of the 
Captain and two experienced officers, who 
say that under the citcumstances in which we 
found ourselves the only way in which we could 
get out of the way of the sailing vessel was to port 
our helm and go ahead as fast as we could. Iam 
not able to say whether they are right oc wrong; 
but they have given theic reasons why, if they had 
starboarded or goneastern, the collision would have 
been worse than it was. You have to decide 
whether those reasons are good:easons. On that 
point I may remind your Honour of two cases, the 
City of Antwerp and the C. B. Carver v. Glamor. 
ganshtre, which followed. Iv the latter case tried 
in our own Court, and the Supreme Court at Shang- 
hai, the Court stated in the judgment :—‘ We 
think, however, that as the Carver is charged with 
omitting to do something which she ought to have 

















































done wecan best dispose of the matter by applying 
to it the same tests as were applied in the case of the 
City of Antwerp aud the Frederick, L.R., 2 P.C., 
25. There proof of three things was tequired, viz., 
first, that it was clearly in the power of the vessel 
to do the thing charged to have been omitted ; 
second, that if done it would in all probability have 
prevented the collision; and third, that it was such 
an act as would have occurred to any officer of 
competent skill and experience in command of the 
vessel.” Therefore, if you should have been of 
opinion that something might have been done other 
than was done, I submit you will haveto ask your- 
selves these tlicee questions—was it clearly in the 
power of the vessel to do the thing charged to have 
been omitted? secandly, if done, would it in all pro- 
bability have prevented the collision ? and, thirdly, 
was it such an act as would have occurred to any 
officer of competent skill and experience in com- 
mand of the vessel? In applying that principle, 
however, I would ask you also to beac in mind 
another principle, which was laid down in the 
case of the Bywell Castle and in the case of the 
Tasmania. I will vead from the judgment of the 
Court of Appeal in adopting the judgment in the 
case of the Bywed/ Castle. The Master of the 
Rolls said; ‘I am clearly of opinion that when 
one ship by her wrongful act suddenly puts ano- 
ther ship into a difficulty of this kind, we cannot 
expect the same amount of skill as we should 
under other circumstances. Any Court ought to 
make the very greatest allowance for a captain or 
pilotsuddenly put into such difficult circumstances, 
and the Court ought not in fairness and justice to 
him to require perfect nerve and presence of mind 
enabling him to do the best thing possible.” I will 
ask you to apply that principle in judging the 
conduct of the Captain and Chief Officer of the 
Ists in the sudden emergency in which they found 
themselves placed, and, as I contend, through no 
fault of their own. The Famenoth is another 
case. I cefer to it toextiact the principle as ap- 
plied to a case coming under Section 470 of the 
Merchant Shipping Act, and bearing upon the 
construction to be placed upon the words 
“wrongful act” and “ default.” The note in the 
heading of the report of this case says: ‘‘ An error 
of judgment on the part of the master of a vessel 
at a moment of great difficulty and danger does 
not amount to a wrongful act or default, within 
the meaning to the 2420d section of the Merchant 
Shiping Act, 1854, so as to justify the suspension 
or cancellation of the master’s certificate.” If, 
then, on considering the whole of the circum- 
stances of the case, and the difficult position 
in which the master found himself through no 
fault of his own—you are of opinion that he could 
have done something else, it will be for you to say 
whether that was a wrongful act or default or an 
error of judgment in a difficultcase. If you find 
there was an error judgment in a difficult case, 
then I submit that the certificate of the person 
who committed the error of judgment cannot be 
dealt with. 


The Court-room was then cleared while the 
Court considered its Finding, : 

The President, after reading the preamble in 
which the circumstances leading up to the colli- 
sion were fully gone into, stated that the Court 
found :— 


1.——That the sailing ship’s light was not seen by 
those on board the Jsss till within two minutes 
before the collision, 

2.—That a proper look-out was kept on board the 
Isis, and that the failure to observe the sailing 
ship’s light was not due to any neglect or default 
on the part of the steamer. 

3.—That when the light was first sighted by 
those on board the Jsés, the two ships were already 
ina position which rendered a collision of some 
sort inevitable, so far as depended on the move- 
ments of the steamer alone. 

4.—That the action of the Master in putting the 
steamer’s helm hard aport and going full speed 
ahead was right and proper under the circum- 
stances and was the only course open to him. 

5—That the said action of porting and going 
ahead resulted in materially diminishing the force 
of the collision. 

6.—That under the special circumstances of 
immediate danger when the sailing ship’s light 
was first sighted, it was impossible for the Master 
of the Js#s to keep out of the way of the sailing ship. 

7.—That after the collision all proper efforts 
were made on the part of the steamer to stand by 
and assist the sailing ship. , 

The Court therefore finds that no blame attaches 
to the master, officers, or crew of the sis for the 
collision of for the cucumstances attendantthereon. 

The expenses of the Inquiry, £13 0s. gd., are 
hereby sanctioned to be paid by t!e parties hereto. 

The Court then rose, 


ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 


OF ¥APAN. 
ee? cae 

‘The Medico-Military Arrangements of the 
Japanese Ariny in the Field” was the subject of 
the first lectuce of the winter session of the Alder- 
shot Military Society, which was delivered on rath 
inst. at Prince Consort’s Library, Stanhope Lines, 
Aldershot, by Surgeon-Colonel W. ‘Taylor, M.D., ° 
principal medical officer of the Southern District. 
The chair was occupied by Major-General Sir 
William F. Butler, who presided in the absence 
of His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught. 


The Lecturer said it was in no sense an exag- 
geration to say that the amount of miraculous 
progress in intesnal development made by Japan 
in recent years, and more especially in the ore 
ganisation of ber Army and Navy, was unknown 
to Western nations up to the date when the late 
war with China broke out; but wot one of these 
had the slightest idea of the high state of 
efficiency to which the military organization had 
been brought, or of the splendid discipline, hardis 
hood, and bravery of the soldiers of which the 
Japanese army was composed. Nor was it appre- 
ciated that Japan had physicians and surgeons of 
the highest standing, many of whom had taken 
first-class honours in American and European 
schools, and some of whom were pioneers in 
bacteriological and other branches of scentific ree 
search. Referring to the medical arrangements af 
the Japanese Army, Surgeon-General Taylor said 
the Japanese recognised the fact that trained 
soldiers were worth looking after and caring for, 
that it was necessary to keep them in health to 
cure their diseases, and to heal their wounds, and 
also that humanity demanded the relief, or at any 
rate, the alleviation of all suffering. She organized 
her Army Medical Depaitment, and later, in 
1877, founded the Hakuaisha, or Society of Bene- 
volence, which had for its object ‘‘ relieving of the 
wounded and of the sick on the field of battle and 
the taking care of them.” After describing the 
corps organisation of the Japanese Medical Staff, 
he said that in case of need the numbers could 
be added to from the station medical establish. 
ments, which were not limited in oumbers. Every 
officer and soldier in the Japanese Army carried 
ina pocket in the skirt of his tunic a first field 
dressing, which consists of antiseptic gauze, oil 7 
paper, a triangular bandage, aud one safety pin. 
In addition to the purely medical staff, each 
company of infantry had four men thoroughly 
trained in stretcher drill and first aid. These 
meu are wot under the Geneva Convention, and 
their duty was lo help in the removal of wounded 
from the field until the bearer companies began, 
their work, when they returned to their ranks as x 
combatants. At Port Arthur, the lecturer said, 
there were opportunities of seeing how every 
part of the medical machine wosked. In the 
fighting line everything was done that could . 
possibly have been accomplished. Lives were 
saved where the men fell by the prompt applica- 
tion of tourniquets, and large arteries were 
even ligatured under heavy fire. The wounded 
were removed without delay, just as quickly and 
quietly in fact as they always were on the bi-weekly . 
parades of the bearer columns in time of peace. « 
At the dressing stations, sttaw was laid down in 
the shade of trees, and hot coffee, beef tea, and 
soup aud stimulants were ready. All the ine 
struments were kept in a sterilising solution ; 
lotions of catbolic acid, corrosive sublimate, and 
borcic acid, as well as iodoform, abso: bent cotton, 
oakum, antiseptic gauze, bandages, and splints 
were all at hand. The clean operating tables, - 
made of the bodies of light transport carts, froin | 
which the wheels were removed, were arranged, ! 
some of them as tables for the instruments and 
materials, the others for operating, and the medical 
officers and attendants wore clean white aprons, 
Every wound was dressed as carefully as it could 
have been in any London hospital. There was , 
no hitch anywhere. Every man knew what he. 
had to do and howto do it. He knew where to 
find anything he wanted, or that he was expected 
to find when wanted. Despite the extraordinary , 
stcain that was placed upon the medical service, | 
there wasnofailuie. Zven when cholera appeared 
among the troops it was atlacked most vigorously 
and with a display of well diected energy so ig 
characteristic of the Japanese officials when the — 
necessity for it was once recognised. The spirit 
which permeated the whole of the Japanese Army 
and inspired it to deeds of daring, endurance of 
hardship and privation with cheerfuless was most 
remarkable. 

In the course of a discussion, SurgeonsMajor- 
General Paterson, the principal medical officer at 
Aldershot, remarked that he was sorry to say, 
after what they had heard, that, up to the present 
time, the organization of the English medical 








Google 


Jan. 4, 1896.) 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


2! 








Nanilitary service was nut so advanced as it was in 
Jupan, and that we had to learn lessons from a 
“country which was only just taking its place 
~ amongst the Powers. Major-General Combe 
thought the Japanese medical officers must be 
innumerable to du what had been desctibed, and 
General Butler, the Chaitiman, said the facts 
iven in the paper were a revelation to all of them. 

t was a triumph of organization, and no doubt a 
good deal of it was explained by the fact that the 
“Japanese had taken up the German system.— 


London and China Express. 
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THE IMPERIAL FAPANESE NAVY 
LIST. 


——— 
The following is a list of ships comprising 
the Japanese Navy in September last :— 


Notra.—The place name in parenthesis is the ship’s 
station, the other place name indicates where built. 
The length, beam, depth, and draught (average of 
latter), are given in metres. The figures after dis., 
b-p., and knots are those of indicated displacement 
(tons), indicated horse-power, and indicated speed 
respectively. The armour is given in millimetres, 
and the calibre of guns in centimetres and milimetres, 
except in certain instances of calibre and weight of 

rojectile, where those of Armstrong guns are given in 
inches and pounds. The origin and description of 
ordaance are indicated as follow:—A., Armstrong, 
B., Broadwell, C., Canet, F.L.. Fives Lille, K., Krupp, 
V., Vavaseur; Q.-F., quick-firing ; m., machine-gun. 
The figures after t.t. indicate the number of torpedo 
tubes, and those after coal the bunker capacity in 
tons. ‘Ihe cost is given in yes, and* denotes estimat- 
ed cost: 


IrsuxusHima (Kure) steel twin-screw coastede- 
fence vessel; length g1-800, beam 15.592, 
depth 10.630, draught 6.050, dis. 4,278, t-p 
$400, knots 16; armour—turret 300mm, 
level protected deck 40, slope 30; guns—t1 
32cm C., 11 12cm a.v., 18 47mm @.F., 1 MM; 
tt. 4, coal 683; launched July 18, 1889; com- 
pleted Sept. 3, 1891; Fiance; cost—hull, ma- 
chinery, fixtures—1,563,815.418, armament— 
665,239.987, \otal—2,229,055.00§. 

Matsusuima (Sasebo) steel twin-screw coast-de- 
fence vessel; length 91.800, bean 15.592, depth 
10.63q draught 6.050, dis. 4,278, h-p 5,400, 
knots 16; armour—turret 300mm, level pro- 
tected deck 40, slope 30; guns—1 32cm C., 12 
12c.m. Q.¥., 15 47min @.F., I M.3 Ut. 4, coal 
650; launched Jan. 22, 1890; completed April 
5, 1892; France; cost—hull, machinery, fixtures 
—1,477,882.205, armament—702,810.836, total 
—2,180,693.041. 

Hasuwipate (Yokosuka) steel twin-screw coast- 
defence vessel; length 91.800, beam 15.599, 
depth 10.630, draught 6.050, dis. 4,278, hi-p 
$400, knots 16; armour—turret 300mm, level 
protected deck 40, slope 30; guns—1 32cm C., 
11 fac @.F-, 18 47mm Q.F., I M5 tt. 4, coal 
683 ; launched March 24, 1891 ; completed June 
6, 1893; Yokosuka; cost—hull, machinery, 
fixtures—-1,553,405.527,armament—864,603.920, 
total—2,408,009.457. 

VYosuiwo (Kure) steel twin-screw cruiser; length 
109.727, beam 14.224, depth 8.687, draught 
5-180, dis, 4,216, h-p 15,968, knots 222; armour 
level protected deck 45mm, slope 114; guns 
—4 15cm a.F., 8 12cm Q@.F., 24 47mm Q@.F.; 
tt. §, coal 1,016 ; lauiiched Dec. 20, 1892 ; com- 
plated Sept. 30, 1893; England; cost—hull, 
machinery, fixtures—1,712,404.657, armament 
—°654,617.690, total—"2,367,022.347. 

Fuso (Yokosuka) iron twinescrew iron-armourned 
corvette; length 67.055, beam 14.630, depth 
9-370, draught 5.486, dis. 3,779, h-p 3,650, knots 
135 armour—hull 229mm, breastework 203; 
guns—4 24cm ar., 217cm K.,, 6 73cm K., 
IT M.; t.t. 2, coal 350; launched April 14, 1877; 
completed January, 1878; England; cost— 
hull, machinery, fixtures—1,026,604.870, arma- 
ment—314,440.615, total—1,341,045.485. 

Nawiwa (Yokosuka) steel twin-screw cruiser; 
length 91.439, beam 14.071, depth 9.906, draught 
5-667, dis. 3,709, hep 7,604, knots 18; armour 
—level protected deck 51mm, slope 76; guns 
—2 26cm K., 6 15cm a.P., 6 47mm ar, 10 
M.5 Ut. 4, coal 813; launched March 18, 1885; 
completed Feb., 1886; England; cost—hull, 
machinery, fittings—1,365,505.999, armament— 
443,615.914, total—1,809,121.913. 

Taxacuino (Sasebo) steel twinescrew cruiser; 
length 91.439, beam 14.071, depth 9.906, draught 
§.667, dis. 3,709, h-p 7,604, knots 18; armour 
—level protected deck 51mm, slope 76; guns 
—2 26cm K., 6 15cm aF., 6 47mm @.F., 10 
M.; tt. 4, coal 813; launched May 16, 1885; 
completed April, 1886; England; cost—hull, 





machinery, fittings—=1,383,111.624, armament— 
406,604.229, total—1,789,715,.853. 

AKITSUSHIMA (Sasebo) steel twin-screew cruiser; 
length ot.700, beam 13.141, depth 8.goo, diaugin 
5-324, dis. 3,150, liep 8,516, knots 19; armour 
—level protected deck 38mm, slope 76; guns 
—4 15cm @.F., 6 12cm aF., 8 47mm Q.F., 4 
M.; t.l. 4, Coal 550; launched July 7, 1899; com- 
pleted March 31, 1894; Yokosuka; coat—hull, 
machinery, fittings—g81,585.244, armament— 
568,603,069, total—1,550,158.313. 

Cuiropa (Kure) steel twinescrew belted cruiser 3 
length 94.487, beam 12.980, depth 7.2153, draught 
4-267, dis. 2,439, h-p 5,678, knots 19; armou® 
=—belt g2mm, level protected deck 30, slope 353 
Zuns——10 12cm Q.F.,14 47MM @.P., 3 Mog tet 

, Coal 4275 launched June 3, 1890; completed 
vei 1, 1891; England; cost—hull, machinery, 
filtings—689,745.395, armament—246,540.139, 
total—936,285.534. 

Konoo (Kure) composite iron-belted corvettes 
length 71.120, beam 12.420, depth 7,086, draught 
5-333, dis. 2.284, hep 2,535, knots 132; armour 
—belt 114mm; guns—3z 17cm K., 6 15cm K., 2 
7¢c.m. K., 6 m.; t.t. 2, coal 345; launched April 
17, 1877; completed Jan, 1878; England ; cost 
—hull, machinery, fittings—649,820.876, armas 
ment—222,869.100, total—852,689.976. 

Hi-yg1 (Kure) composite iron-belted corvettes 
length 71.120, beam 12.420, depth 7.086, draught 
5-333, dis. 2,284, h-p 2,535, knots 13%; armour 
—belt 114mm; guns—3z 17cm K., 6 15cm K,, 
2 7ecm K., 6 M.; tt. 2, coal 394; launched 
June 8, 1877; completed Feb., 1878 ; England; 
cost—lhull, machinery, fixtures—642,658.828, 
armaiment—-206,778.180, total=-849,137.004. 


Takao (Yokosuka) steel and iron twin-screw 
cruiser; length 70.450, beam 10530, depth 
6.290, draught 4.016, dis. 1,778, hep 2,332, 
knots 153; guns—4 15cm K., 1 12cm K., 1 
7¢cm K., 2 37mm a.F., 8 M.; t.t. 2, coal 270; 
launched October 15, 1888 ; completed Nov. 16, 
1899; Yokosuka; cost—hull, machinery, fittings 
—665,498.148, armament—172,442.196, total— 
837,940.344. 

Yarerama (Yokosuka) steel twin-screw despatch” 
boat; length 96.900, beam 10.530, depth 6.620 
draught 4060, dis. 1,609, h-p 5,400, knots 20; 
giuns—3 12cm a.r., 8 47mm @-¥.; t.t. 2, coal 
350; launched March 12, 1889; completed March 
15, 1890; Yokosuka; cost—bull, machinery, 
fixtnres—858,853.793, arinament—154,397.552, 
total—1,013,351.345.- 

Tsuxusui (Kure) steel twin-sci ew cruiser ; length 
64.007, beam 9.780, dlepth 5.900, draught 4.420, 
dis. 1,372, h-p 2,433, knots 16; guns 2 roin. 
A., 4 40-pounder A., 2 gepounder A., 1 7$cm 
K., 4 M.3; coal 327; purchased May 2, 1883; 


England; cost—hull, machinery, fittings— 
857,252.564, armament 151,536.586, total — 
§08,789.150. 


Katsuract (Sasebo) composite sloop; length 
61.264, beam 10.670, depth 6.350, draught 4.648, 
dis. 1,502, h-p 1,622, knots 13; guns—2 17cm 
K., 5 12cm K., 1 7¢cm K., 2 47mm a@.F., 6 
m.; coal 114; launched March 31, 1885; com- 
pleted Nov. 4, 1887; Wokosuka; cost—hull, 
machinery, fittings—711,206.858, armament— 
117,375.092, total—828,581.950. 

Yamato (Kure) composite sloop; length 61.264, 
beam 10.670, depth 6.350, draught 4.648, dis. 
1,502, hep 1,622, knots 13; guns—2 17cm K., 
5 12cm K., 1 7¢cm K., 6 M.; coal 1513 launch- 
ed May 1, 1885; completed Nov. 16, 1887; 
Onohama; cost—hull, machinery, fittings— 
820,856.320, armament — 117,375,092, total— 
938,231.412. 

Musasur (Yokosuka) composite sloop; length 
61.264, beam 10.670, depth 6.350, draught 4.648, 
dis. 1,502, h-p 1,622, knots 13; guns 217cm K., 
5 12cm K., 1 7¢cm K., 6 M.; coal 144; launched 
March 30, 1886; completed February 9, 1888; 
Yokosuka; cost—hull, machinery, fittings— 
592,861.002, armament — 117,375.092, total— 
710,236.094. 

Kaimon (Sasebo) wooden sloop; length 64.260, 
beam 9.900, depth 6.450, draught 5.000, dis. 
1,367, hep 1,267, knots 12; guns—z 17cm K., 6 
12cm K., 1 7¢cm K., 5 M.; coal 197; launched 
August 28, 1882; completed March 13, 1884; 
Yokosuka; cost—hulf, machinery, fittings— 
615,756.443, armament —9g0,466.155, total — 
706,222.598. 

Tanrru (Kure) wooden ‘sloop; length 64.680, 
beam 10.820, depth 6.450, draught 5.172, dis. 
1,547, hep 1,267, knots 12; gunse=1 17cm K., 1 
1scin K.,4 12cm K., 1 7¢cm K., 5 M.; coal 204; 
launched August 18, 1883, completed March 
13, 1885; Yokosuka; cost—hull, machinery, 
fittings — §42,639.670, armament —97,239.420, 
total—639,879.099. 
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Osuima (Sasebo) steel twinescrew gunboat; 
length 53.500, beam 8.000, depth 4.192, draught 
2.750, dis. 640, h-p 1,217, knots 13; armour 
—30mm protected deck over engines; guns—4¢ 
12cm F.L., 5 47mm @.P., 1 M.; coal 140; launched 
Oct. 14, 1891; completed March 31, 1892; 
Onohama; cost—hull, machinery, fittings —= 
276,404.004, armament — 142,342.630, total — 
418,746.634. 

Ataco (Yokosuka) steel and iron twin-screw pune 
boat; length 47.000, beam 8 200, depth 4.150, 
draught 2.950, dis. 622, h-p 963, knots 103; 
guns—r 2icm K., 1 12cm K., 2 m3; coal 72; 
launched June 18, 1887; completed March 2, 
1889; Yokosuka; cost—bull, machinery, fittings 
—262,491-934, armament—54,040.268, total— 
316,532.202. 


Mara (Kure) iron twin-screw gunboat; length 
47.000, beain 8.200, depth 4.150, draught 2.950, 
dis. 622, h-p 963, knots 103; guns—2 15cm K., 
247mm Q.P., 2 M.; coal 74; launched Aug. 18, 
1886; completed Jan. 20, 1888; Onohama; 
cost—hull, machinery, fittings = 298,457.185, 
aurmiament—51,013.784, tatal—349,470.969. 

Cuoxat (Sasebo) iron twin-screw gunboat; length 
47.900, beam 8.200, depth 4.150, draught 2.950, 
dis. 622, l-p 963, knots 103; guns—1 21cm K., 
ti2zcm K., 2 M.; coal 74; launched August 20, 
1887 ; completed Dec. 27, 1888; Ishikawajima ; 
cost—hull, machinery, fittings 214,720.628, 
armament—54,724.027, total—269,444.648. 

Axaai (Kure) steel twinescrew gunboat; length 
47.000, beam 8.200, depth 4.150, di aught 2.950, 
dis. 622, h-p 963, knots 10}, guns—4 12cm F L., 
6 47mm @-F., coal 74; launched Aug. 7, 1888 ; 
completed Aug. 20, 1890; Ounohama; cost— 
bull, machinery, fittings—295,244.135, arma- 
ment—29,479.471, total—324,717.606. 

Tatsuta (Yokosuka) steel twinescrew torpedo 
gunboat; length 73.150, beam 8.382, depth, 
5.029, draught 2.895, dis. 864, h-p 5,069, knots 
21; guns—2 I2cm @.F., 4 47mm @.F.; t.t. 5; 
coal 152, launched April 6, 1894; completed 
July 31, 1894; England ; cost—hull, machinery, 
fittings—*473,600.000, armement—*175,337.400, 
total—*648,937.400. 

BanJo (Sasebo) wooden gunboat; length 46.900, 
heam 7.880, depth 4.630, draught 3.900, dis. 
667, h-p 659, knots 10; guns—1 15cm K., 1 12cm 
K., 28cin K., 2 M.; coal 120; launched July 16, 
1878; completed July 5, 1880; Yokosuka; cost 
—hull, machinery, fittuugs—276,265.598, arma- 
ment—39,968.544, total—307,234.142. 

TsuxuBa (Yokosuka) wooden corvette; length 
58.725. beam 10.592, depth 7.145, draught 5,486, 
dis. 1,978, h-p 526, knots 8; guns—8 16cm K., 
3 4-pounder, 2 M.; coal 180, purchased July 21, 
1871; Bombay; cost—hull, machinery, fittings 
—157,750.000, armament—53,976.112, tolal— 
211,720.112. 


Amaci (Yokosuka) wooden sloop; length 62.170» 


beam 9.300, depth 5.055, draught 4.035, dis. 
926, h-p 720, knots 11; guns—6 12cm K., 2 8cm 

.» | 8cm B., 2 w., 2 47mm @.F.3 coal 150; 
launched March 13, 1887; completed April 4, 
1878; Yokosuku ; cost—hull, machinery, fittings 
—~241,276.019, armament —95,131.332, totale 
306,407.351. 


Hosuo (Kure) wooden gunboat; length 36.960, 


beam 7.370, depth 3.190, draught 2.440, dis. 
321, h-p 217, knots 74; guns—t 47-pounder V., 
2 20-pounder V., 2 8cm K., coal 70; presented 
by Yamaguchi Clan June 8, 1871; England; 
cost—hull, machinery, — fittings—125,000.000, 
armament—20,823.233, total—=145,823.233. 


Suma (Sasebo) steel twin-screw cruiser; length 


93,500, beam 12.220, depth 7.700, draught 4 600, 
dis. 2,700 li-p 8,500, knots 20; atmoui—igmm 
level protected deck, 51 slope; guns—2 1§cm 
a.F., 6 12cm Q.F.,12 47MM Q@.F., 4 M.; ft. 2, coal 
600; launched March g, 1895; not completed ; 
Yokosuka; cost—bhull, machinery, fittings 
*1,095,268.000, armament—*%484,462.000, total 
—"1,579,730.000. 


AKASHI—steel twin-screw cruiser; length 90.000, 


beam 12.700, depth 8.100, draught 4.800, dis. 
2,800, h-p 8,000, knots 193 ; armour—igmm level 
protected deck, 51 slope; guns—2 15cm @.F., 6 
12cm @Q.F., 12 47MM Q.F., 4 M.; t.t. 8, coal 600 
building Yokosuka; cost—hull, machinery, fit- 
tings—*®1,053,000.000, armament—*"432,800.000, 
total—*1,485,800.000. 


Miyako—steel twin-screw despatch-boat; length 


96.000, beam 10.500, depth 7.042, draught 4.000, 
dis. 1,800, h-p 6,130, knots 20; guus—2 2c 
Q.F., 10 47mm Q.F.; tt. 2, coal 400; building 
Kure; cost—hull, machinery, fittings-*793,- 
000.000, armament—"189,638.000, total—*8932,- 
638.000. 

Fusi—steel twinescrew first-class battleship; length 
113.994, beam 22.255, depth 13.411, draught 
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8.077, dis. 12,649, h-p 13,687, knots 183 ; ai mour 
—belt 457min, turret 356, protected deck 64; 
guns—4 12in. A., 10 15cm Q.F., 24 47mIn Q.F.; 
t.t. 5, coal 1,117; building England; cost—hull, 
machinery, fittings—*"7,425,062.905, armament 
—*2,528,382.538, total—"9,953,445-443- 


YaSHIMA—steel twinesciew first-class battleship ; 
length 113.385, beam 22.400, depth 13.411, 
draught 8.000, dis. 12,517, h-p 13,687, knots 
18}; armour—belt 457mm, turret 364, protected 
deck 64; guns—4 I12in. A., 10 15cm Q.F., 24 
47MM @.F.; t.t. 5, coal 1,219; building Engiand ; 
cost-hull, machinery, fittings—*7,351,062.905, 
armament — *2,528,382.538, total—*9,879,445.- 
443: 

Izumi (Yokosuka) steel twinescrew cruiser ; length 
82.295, beam 12.800, draught 5.639, dis. 2,967, 
hep 5,576, knots 17; armour-=25mm protected 
deck; guns—2 troin. A., 6 12cm @.F.,8 47mm 
@.F., 6 M.; coal 600; launched 1883; purchased 
Nov. 23, 1894; England; cost—hull, machinery, 
fittings—2.560,874.934, armament—247,635.705, 
total—=2,808,5 10.639. 

Mansu (Sasebo) wooden sailing training ship; 
length 47.000, beam 10.500, depth 5.800, draught 
4-280, dis. 877; guns—2 20-pounder A., 2 12- 
pounder A., I 4-pounder, 2 m.; launched Angust 
18, 1887; completed June 18, 1888; Onohama; 
cost—hull and fittings—168,084.886, armament 
—10,563.012, tatal—178,647.898. 

Kangu (Yokosuka) wooden sailing training-ship; 
length 41.000, beam 10.500, depth 5.800, draught 
4.280, dis. 877; guns—2 20-pounder A., 2 12- 
pounder A., 2 M.; launched August 18, 1887; 
completed June 13, 1888; Onohama; cost-— 
hull and fittings — 168,182.279, armament— 
9.561.762, total—177,744.041. 

Tareyvama (Kure) wooden sailing training-ship ; 
length 34.750, beam 8.200, depth 4.350, uraught 
2.970, dis. §43 ; guns—2 20-pounder A.; launch- 
ed leb. 10, 1880; completed March 17, 1880; 
Tokyo; cost—hull and fittings—20, 894.430, 
armament—5,698.964, total—26,593.394. 

Soxo (Sasebo) wooden gunboat ; length 47.760, 
beam 8.610, depth 4.322, draught 3.145, dis. 
610; guns—2 8cm K., § 47mm @.F., 2 My 
launched 1865 or 1866; captured July 25, 1894; 
China. 

Cuinyen (Yokosuka) steel twin-screw armoured 
turret-ship; length gr.0c00, beam 18.300, depth 
8.200, draught 6.000, dis. 7,335, h-p 6,000 knots, 
144; acmour—belt 356mm, turret 305; coal 
1,000; launched 1881; captured Feb. 17, 1895; 
Germany. 


Satren (Sasebo) steel twin-screw cruiser; length 
71.094, beam 10.490, draught 4.877, dis. 2,300, 
h-p 2,800, knots 15; armour—-254mm turret ; 
guns—2 21cm K., 1 15cm K., 2 74cm K., 247mm 
Q@.F., 10 Mj tt. 4; coal 400; launched 1883; 
captured Feb, 17, 1895; Germany. 


He1ren (Kure) steel twin-screw armoured gun- 
boat; length 60,960, beam 11.887, draught 
4.496, dis. 2,100, hep 2,300, knots 11; armour— 
belt 203mm, turret 203; guns—=1 26cm K., 2 
15cm K,, 257mm @.F., 4 37mm @.F., 6 M.; coal 
300; launched 1888 or 1889; captured Feb. 17, 
1895; China, 

Kouet (Kure) cruiser ; length 80.364, beam 9.347, 
draught 4.064, dis. 1.000, h-p 1,200, knots 17; 
guns—3 12cm @.F., 4 57mm @.F., 3M. 4 tt; 
launched April, 1891; captured Feb. 17, 1895; 
China. 

Cuinto (Yokosuka) steel twin-sccew gunboat; 
length 38.710, beam 8.839, draught 2.819, dis. 


440, h-p 350, knots 8; guns—r rin. A., 2 12- 
pounder A., 4 M.; coal 100; launched 1879; 


captured Feb. 17, 1895; England. 


Cuinset (Sasebo) steel twinescrew gunboat; 
length 38.710, beam 8.839, draught 2.819, dis. 
440, h-p 350, knots 8; guns—r1 rin. A., 2 120 
pounder A., 4 M.; coal 100; launched 1879; 
captured Feb. 17, 1895; England. 

Catnnan (Sasebo) steel twin-screw gunboat; 
length 38.710, beam 8.839, draught 2.810, dis. 
440, h-p 350, knots 8, guns—1 I1in. A., 2 12 
pounder A., 4 M.; coal 100; launched 1879; 
captured Feb. 17, 1895; England. 


Cuin-oku (Yokosuka) steel twin-screw gunboat; 
length 38.710, beam 8.839, draught 2.819, dis. 
440, l-p 350, knots 8; guns—1 Itin. A., 2 12- 
pounder A., 4 M.; coal 100; launched 1879; 
captured Feb. 17, 1895; Enpland. 


Cuincuu (Kure) steel twin-screw gunboat ; length 
38.100, beam 8.839, draught 2.819, dis. 440, h-p 
350, knots 8; guns—-t rrin. A., 2 12-pounder A., 
4™M.; coal 100; launched 1881; captured Feb. 
17, 1895; England, 


Cuimpen (Kure) steel twin-screw gunboat ; length 
38.100, beam 8.839, draughit 2.819, dis. 440, h-p 


























350, knots 8; guns—1z t1in. A., 2 12-pounder 
A., 4 M.; coal 190; launched 1881; captured 
Feb. 18, 1895; England. 

[In the case of the sister sloops Katsuragi, Yamato, and Musashi, 
the cost of armament is given as the same to a rin, but inas- 
much as the first-named has quick-firing guns not carried by 
the other two, the cost of armament in her case is probably 
anerror. The Heiyen is described as a gunboat and the 


Kohei as a cruiser, but these designations should apparently be 
reversed—Ep. /.Ad.] 
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JAPANESE COLLECTIONS IN THK NATIONAL 
LIBRARY. 
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A meeting of the Japan Society was held on 
13th inst. at 20, Hanover-square, to hear Mr. 
Edward F. Stuange read a paper on The Japan 
ese Collections in the Natigmal Ayt Libragy and 
their Uses.” Professor W. Anderson, the chair- 
man of the Council, presided. The Japanese 
Minister was also present. The lecturer, in the 
course of his remarks. said :— 

In undertaking to pive you an adequate account 
of the Japanese collections in the National Art 
Library within the short limits of this paper, I 
fear I have chosen a very difficult task; for to do 
justice tu any collection of that magnitude would 
demand an almost encyclopedic knowledge— 
historical, biographical, and technical, while it 
would also require such a display of patience on 
your part as only some of the old Japanese fairy 
tales can parallel. But it has been my good for- 
tune to be employed from time to time on the are 
rangement of these collections and the preparation 
of catalogues relating thereto, and as this work is 
now so far completed that every object is easily 
and quickly accessible to visitors, it seetned worth 
while to lay some of the results before this Society 
—to tell its inembers, in a word, what there ts in 
the collection, how to get at it, aud some of the 
uses to which, in the opinion of a comparative 
outsider, it may be put by artists, desipners, and 
students. [ may as well begin by giving you an 
idea of the dimensions of the subject. An estimate 
has been made that the Liberary possesses about 
800 books, 12,000 colour*prints loose or in ale 
bums, and 400 orivinal drawings, besides a large 
number of gtencil plates and a very useful 
set of patterns of textile fabrics cut out and 
mounted in Japanese style in albums. The 
catalogue of the books and alums has now been 
published for some little time; that of the re- 
mainder of the collection is almost all in type and 
will, it is hoped, be issued in baok-forcm early next 
year. In preparing these catalogues we have re- 
lied on the translations vecy kindly made for the 
Library by our fellowemember, Mr. Kowaki, to 
whose patient generosity and sympathy with the 
subject it is impossible that too high a tribute can 
be paid. Turning to the details of the collection, 
it may be said at once, that the National Art 
Library contains few examples which would be 
prized by the average collector. And there is a 
reason for this. It is not the province of the South 
Kensington Museum to store up curiosities, The 
unique print, if such an one exists, has no import- 
ance for us as such. And if it be also of merit, as 
an exainple of colour of design, of technique, its 
high price would place it entirely out of the seach 
of an institution which, with a very limited sum, 
has to keep itself abreast of the times, not only in 
things Japanese, but also by the acquision of all 
the best of the many modern works on European 
Art now produced in ever increasing numbers. 
Our first consideration in purchasing a Japan- 
ese print, book, or drawing, is its bare ultility to 
the student or designer; our last, the amount of 
money we can afford to spend on it. On these 
lines an attempt is being made—and this is a point 
for some of my fellow-members—with a minimum 
of assistance in the way of donations, to fill up the 
most unsatisfactory gaps in the collection; so that 
it is hoped in a few years that we shall be in a 
position to lay before our readers a fairly complete 
collection, illustrative of the vacious methods of 
working of Japanese artists ; of their many beauties 
of design and composition ; and of theic surpassing 
excellence of colour. In original painting and 
drawing we are by no means rich, for reasons which 
I have just set before you. There are, however, 
one or two specimens of very great interest and 
merit. An important—so far as its use is con- 
cecned—part of the Japanese section of the Art 
Library is the comprehensive set of stencils 
which has been collected at one time or another: 
I need spend no time in describing for you the 
process and native use of these marvellous pieces 
of craftsmanship. I may content myself on this 
occasion with remarking that we have speci- 
mens of each kind hitherto described; and in 
addition, arrangements of flower and plant form, 
and large pictorial Jandscapes, requiring in some 
cases several plates for the production of patterns 
in more than one colour. 
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Arrangements have 


been made to give the public the full benefit of 
this part of the national possessions by providing 
for sale, at a very low rate, of copies made of any 
of the stencils in the library: a fact which is nei- 
ther so well known or appreciated as it deserves to 
be. This brings me to the colour-prints--a class 
of objects every day tising more and more into 
favour with collectors, artists, and even the humble 
individual who seeks for a bit of bright colour to 
light up his sitting-toom in November. 

After a description of the process employed, 
Mr. Strange continued: The Museum owes to 
the exertions of its present Director for Art, 
Mr. Armstrong, a tsumber of the original draw- 
ings with a setof the blocks used for the pro- 
duction of Bairei’s Hundsed Birds—one of the 
best specimens of the modern woodcutter’s art 
in Japan. It has also acquired within the last 
few days, by the kindness of a member of this 
Society, Mc. Rottmann, a number of the blocks 
of an illustrated book; and I am not without 
hopes that very shortly a complete set of the tools 
and materials used in colour-pinting and wood- 
engraving may be added to the collections. As 
regards the quality of the prints we possess, you 
will already have inferred that there are few of 
the highest excellence, from the collector’s point 
of view. The greatest number are of the first half 
of the nineteenth century, and, if I may express a 
personal opinion, I would say that they are of 
more value for our purpose than even the magni 
ficent series amassed by M. Bing, which I have 
lately had the privilege of inspecting. In some 
respects the library is undoubtedly weak; we 
have only one of the fine early broadsteets 
coloured by hand, few of the early books illtust: ated 
iss colour, few of the finest examples of the work 
of the period from 1760 to 1800. But, as I have 
already said, the extent of our certain ground is 
now kuown, and it is hoped that representative 
specimens, at all events, of the missing styles and 
processes will be acquired as opportunity shall 
Offer, until a perfect historical and technical 
ake arti can be presented to the student. 

o far I have endeavoured to give you, in broad 
outline, aw account of those contents of the library 
which bear on our subject. The most difficult 
pait of my task now remains==that of indicating 
some of the uses to which, in my opinion, they 
may be put. In the first place it is necessary to 
say something about—-to use the convenient cant 
phrase of the day—the poiut of view. As you will, 
I hope, have already gathered, this collection has 
no pretensions to being either by accident or 
choice such as would gratify the taste of a private 
collector. But in the case of old colour prints, ese 
pecially—the experience of every day day shows 
that examples of the period of decline—of Kuni- 
sada, Kuniyoshi, and their fellows are often of 
more practical value Chan the simpler, more 
refined, and less highly-coloured productions 
of the eighteenth century. Why, the very heral- 
dry of Japan—set ont in half a dozen little books, 
to be bought now for a few pence exch— 
contains an education in the planning of conven- 
tional ornament! Then, again, there are the 
stencils. No parttern-book with which I am ac- 
quainted gives so compendious a set of examples 
as the three or four hundred prints we have made, 
simply choosing representative specimens in the 
collection in the library. 

I find that I am already passing from the ques- 
tion of abstract pattern to that of its application. 
The designer of our day is on a very similar level 
as regards his material with the writer. As the 
latter uses his words so the former lis elements in 
the production of new combinations which shall 
chacm by their beauty, theie quaintness, or their 
value. Few are the designers who may successfulty 
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attempt the production of new forms, almost as — 


few as the writers who dare venture on wordecoin- 
ing. But the Beitish public, and those arbiters 
of fashion who lead it by the nose, have scarce- 
ly yet realized how many possibilities lie hidden 
in the art of Japan. In some mysterious. way 
they have come to associate Japanese art with the 
nailing of three faus on a wall, or the painting of 
drain pipes with blackberries. And this society 
will have accomplished much if it succeeds only in 
removing so absurd an impression in persuading 
the inhabitants of our cold climate that the Art 
of the Land of the Rising Sun is one which must 
be enjoyed seriously, and with the reverent study 
due to real greatness. We desire, I think, that 
when a Western craftsman uses it he shall not be 
ashamed to confess the fact; nay, that rather he 
should be proud thereof, ss an evidence of good 
taste. 

Another point of enormous importance is that of 
the influence of Japanese art on modern illustra- 
tion. Before dealing with concrete instances, I 
will ask you to allow me to make one or two sug: 
gestions, as the principles which seem to me to 
dominate the pictorial art of the popular school== 
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that which has particularly attracted and ine 
fluenced European ait, Now, it is commonly said 
that Japanese pictorial art has uo principles—that 
it is frivolous, casual, accidental. I think this 
hasty but very wide-spread generalisation has 
arisen from the complete failure of Western con- 
noisseurs to harmonise it with the canons of clas- 
sical criticism: on which they have been reared. 
It is no use to look—-speaking broadly—for sym- 
metry, for a deliberate provision of foreground an 

distance in due proportion; for the careful working 
ont of scientifically accurate effects of light and 
shade, and greater sins than the omission of any 
of these qualities, the Japanese artist does not even 
consider it necessary to cover the whole of his 
surface with paint, and, perhaps more deliberately 
than commonly supposed, casts perspective liter- 
ally tothe winds. Even at this point it cannot be 
truly said that principles are wanting and that the 
results are merely accidental. In the case of the 
style of drawing which cultivates a much more gene- 
ral use of outline than is permitted by the laws of 
our own art, it is now becoming widely known that 
the difference is due to a perfectly legitimate taste 
which admires a caligraphic rather than a mass 
treatment. The fact is, that the Japanese artist 
approaches his subject with views altogether differ- 
‘ ent from those of our painters. His aim seems to 
be the realisation of an idea, fancy, and emotion ; 
and to the effective presentment of this he 
subordinates ever detail which may possibly 
* interfere with it. Noone has pictured the simu- 
lated rage of an actor as Toyokuni and his fel- 
lows; no one the simple absorption in his work of 
"an honest peasant oc artisan like Hokusai; no 
one the tenderness of evening like Hiroshige! The 
Japanese artist does not bore you with an adver- 
tisement of his skill in drawing details. If you 
shall look at the sketches of birds in the book I 
have already referred to, and you will not be able 


that of perfect realism. Only are you offered the 


ne suggestion, which can satisfy at the same lime |: 
hezyeamethe imagination; and you are left 


In these considerations I have, as 
you will recognise, laid before you the doctrine of 
~~gne of the modern schools of impressionism. Its 
teuth was realised quite independently a century 
and a half before the time of the first masters of 
e o-ye, by Rembsandt, and in our own day 
has been again proved, 1 think [am right in say- 
ing, under the influence both of that master and 
of Japan, by Whistler. Apart, however, from 
painting and etching, we have seen lately in 
book illustration a more immediate and direct 
result of the study of Japanese methods. Mr. 
Edgar Wilson has quite frankly used the colour 
prints in the charming head and tail-pieces for 
which he is so deservedly fargpus. I would like 
to say also that another black and white artist, 
who took London by storm a year Or two ago, had 
also gone to the same school for much of his cun- 
ning did I not remember that he has expressly 
denied a somewhat obvious suggestion. We 
accept Mr. Aubrey Beardsley’s repudiation un- 
reservedly and in good faith. But to those of you 
who may secretly harbour Buddhistic tendencies 
I would venture to hint that a reincarnation of 


alone with it. 


“one of the old Japanese draughtsmen is just within 
The bounds of romantic possibility, and that it 


requires almost a supernatural theory to account 
for the uncanny cleverness of his designs. 


I would wish, with your permission, to touch on 
yet another development of Japanese influence. 
We are living to-day under conditions which result 
in so keen a stress of competition that the energies 
of both artist and critic are perforce driven to 
seek wew fields for the exercise of their respective 
callings. One consequence of this has been the at- 
tention given tothe production of pictorial posters, 
which shall do more than arrest the attention of 
pessers-by, by either crude offensiveness of design 
or blatant vulgarity of announcement, For some 
time attempts were made in various directions to 
produce hoarding decorations which did wot ab- 
solutely insult the taste of the man in the street, 
but it ts only within the last few years that it has 
dawned on us here that in France a small clique 
of artists were making designs of extraordinary 
daring and skill, which satisfied commercial re- 
quirements far better than either the reproduction 
of Royal Academy pictures or the advertisement 
by puzzle. The actual publication of one or two 
posiers by Dudley Hardy, Grieffenbagen, and 
Beardsley whetted the appetite of the public; 
but the real cevelation of the possibilities of 
the new act came with the exhibition organised 
by Mic. Edward Bella at the Westminster Aqua- 
rium last year; Then only for the first time 
" were we able to appreciate the sumptuousness 
of Grasset, the grace of Cheret, the daring and 
dramatic force of Steinlen Ibels and Lautrec. 
And the work of the last four, at all events, I 
claim to be directly due to a study of the Japan- 
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ese colour prints. There is not a single one of 
the theatrical scenes, which, without all the 
essential qualities of a successful poster, breadth 
and simplicity of treatment, striking yet har- 
monious colour, intense action and dramatic force. 
Look at the pictures of stage combats by Toyo- 
kuni, Kunisada, and Kuniyoshi! the splendid 
lucy of the characters, the intense concentration 
of the whole design on its essential points, and 
when blood is drawn you feel that gore _js.the 
only word to do justice to it. Yet our theatrical 


magnificent means of attracting attention which 
lies ready to their hands. I do not ask that 
Sir Henry Irving should be pictured on our 
walls in the costume of a stage samurai, with 
partly shaven head, two-toed buskin, and a 


gigantic sword. Perliaps itis because his well- 


confines his announcements to bare type of lurid 
hue. 


presented in the same spirit as the colour-prints. 

SOnly think what a splendid poster Toyokuni would 

fave made with the duel between Irving and Ken- 
al in the Amber Heart to inspire him! 

I have little space in which to deal adequately 
with the modern developments of Japanese art. 
We have heard much of decadence, of European 
imitations, of shoddy work produced for an eager, 
ignorant, and tooeeasily-flattered market. It is 
certain that there has been some foundation for 
these outcries; but not, I am sure, enough to 
justify them. A great change of character in art 
must inevitably follow so great a social revolution 
as that of 1868. What the precise form of this 
change may prove to be it is yet too early to pro- 
phesy. In looking at the exquisite work of Wata- 


‘nabe Seitei, of Bairei, of Imas Keinen—at the 
to separate out one single detail, yet the effect is | 


hromolithographs of the Imperial treasures at 
ara, at the photo process prints of Ogawa—il 
eems that in Japan, as in England, the art of 
keenest vitality may be the democratic art of book 
illustration. But though there will be a readjust- 
iment of excellence, it is impossible to believe that 
the future can show uncompensated loss. For that 
the art of Japan is by far too securely on placed the 
yood taste and manipulative skill of its people and 
on the well-loved traditions ol athousand years, 
THE DISCUSSION. 


The Chairman said that Mr. Strange had per- 
formed his task with a skill for which they must 
all feel grateful. They had not only had put be- 
fore them the material for study, but they had 
had pointed out to them the directions in which it 
would be utilised. He thought that the collection 
in the British Museum, which was a supplemental 
one to that of South Kensington, would be found 
worthy of study by the student; it would be seen, 
therefore, that one thousand years ago it was the 
Chinese who commenced what the Japanese had 
carried ow and perfected. Up to within a couple 
of hundred years agoart in Japan was practised 
under the patronage of the great nobles, and it 
was a system by which it was retarded rather than 
encouraged. The influence of Japanese art was 
now met with in thousands of ways, more parti- 
cularly in wall paper designs, in which the original 
model was sometimes ill understood, and at others 
worked very favourably. The stencil work of the 
Japanese was, he considered, most marvellous, 
the best of it. having been produced in the 
present century. He exhibited a specimen of 
this’ stencil work, and thought it would be 
very difficult to detect the difference between it and 
the origual work of an astist of first-class ability ; 
yet the process by which it was produced was 
merely mechanical. With regard to chromoto- 
graphy, he thought a reference to the specimens 
exhibited would show the great strides that had 
been made in this direction. The Italian pictures 
were supposed to be splendid examples in this re- 
spect, bat the Japanese had secured effects in 
colour which put them immeasurably in advance 
of the Europeans. It was very remarkable to 
look back and see to what an enormous extent 
Japan had left China in the background. In al- 
most every possible direction of artistic ability 
and skill the Chinese had lost ground, while the 
apanese had been. making great strides forward. 

The only explanation of this, that he could see, lay 
in the fact he had Already mentioned, that while 
art depended on the encouragement of rich pat- 
rons it would always remain stationary. 
Mr. Phene Spiers thought that the great charm 
of Japanese work laid in its detail and perfection 
of finisti, and considered this to be due to study of 
methods and habits rather than to the actual 
copying of designs. 

Mc. Sparkes said that he had seen a great 
many artists struggling to acquire the Japan- 
ese style of design, and thought there was no 
doubt that during the last twenty years they had 


Google 


nanagers have hitherto delayed to take up the 










known good taste teaches him how feebly ridicul- 
ous are the everyday dramatic posters that he 


But I feel sure that he, as well as his fellows 
managers, would jump at the chance of being re- 
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been drawing a very large stock of beautiful com. 
binations which originally came from afar. While 
he yielded to no one in his admiration of the artistic 
value of those things, it appeared to him that they 
had nearly reached the limit of use they could 
make of them. Although inspiration for flat de- 
signing might be obtained from the beantiful 
works he had mentioned, yet it seemed to him 
that the art of illustration at the present time was 
more keenly following the line which would give 
human expression in action, in proportion, and in 
its facial features; in that respect it was no good 
going to the Japanese for anything whatever. It 
appeared to him most curious that an art so com- 
plete at all pomls, as it seemed to be in other 
directions, should be absolutely wanting in human 
facial expression. The strange mask-like heads 
which they saw attached to more or less gio- 
tesquely-shaped bodies gave no inspiration what. 
ever to modern artists of the higher grade. With 
regacd to surface decoration, however, it would 
never be known how much they were indebted to 
the Japanese. It had become almost a part of our 
artists’ instinct to design in the Japanese manner, 
aud there was scarcely anything free from a touch 
of Japanese. With regard, however, to its lasting 
influence, he thought it was one that would become 
less and less, and, in his opinion, it was actually 
decreasing day by day. 

Mr. Huish remarked on the difficulty experi- . 
enced by Japanese students, when visiting South . 
Kensington, in finding the various objects of ; 
interest. One would hardly go to the Jones col- 
lection of furniture to find anything Japanese, and 
yet there was several plaques and pieces of furni- 
ture in that collection which would be of consider 
able interest to students. He asked Mr. Strange 
to use his influence to secure the furnishing of 
some guide to the whereabouts of the most import- 
ant specimens of Japanese art. 


Mr. Diésy drew attention to the value, from a 
scepogsaphic point of view, to the collection in the 
National Art Library. The late Dr. Birch, of the 
British Museum, was wont to say that if those 
marvelloute people, the ancient Egyptians, had 
specially desired to leave aw accurate record of 
their daily life, their manners and customs, even 
their superstitions, through thousands and thou- 
sands of years, they could not have accom- 
plished it in a better way than by the mural 
paintings within their tombs, In the same way 
the easiest and most forcible means of realising 
the various phases of Japanese life was by the 
very attractive brocade pictures which came from. 
Japan, These pterarés were of various degrees 
of excellence, from the beautiful ones prized and 
sought after by collectors to those of the ‘ penny 
plain and twopence coloured” type, the latter 
similar to the English panorama of the Lord 
Mayor's show, only vastly superior from an are 
tistic point of view.—(Laughter.) In his opinion, 
more could be leacut as to Japanese life and 
manners from those brocade pictures than could 
be gleaned from hundreds of books. With re- 
ference to Mr. Sparkes’s remarks as to the 
soulless mask depicted above the most graceful 
female forms, especialy noticeable in the draw- 
ings of Japanese actists of the end of the eighteenth 
and the commencement of the present century, 
that mask represented a type of beauty which 
was never seen on sea or land.—(Laughter.) 
The type was purely conventional, and there bad 
never been a Japanese lady like the ones depicted 
by the artists; they were supposed to be beautiful, 
but, fortunately, no Japanese lady had ever lived 
up to it—(Laughter.) There was the same con- 
ventionality in the art of other nations; it existed 
in the time of the ancient Egyptians, and was 
present even in the early thirty’s and forty’s of 
the present century in England. When he looked 
round that evening and saw the charming ladies 
present, he absolutely refused to believe that their 
mothers or grandmothers ever looked so absolutely 
insane as the artists of the period to which he 
alluded made them appear.—(Laughter and 
applause.) 


H.E. the Japanese Minister drew attention to 

the fact that the coloured drawings which had 
been ceferced to were only regarded as common 
prints in Japan. They cost about 1d. or 1$d., and 
were usually bought as presents to children. He 
was, however, gratified to learn that what in his 
country they thought lightly of was esteemed, and 
sought after, abroad. It surprised him to heac 
that these coloured prints were made so much use 
of by designers, and no Japanese remaining at 
home dreamt of the complimentary mannec in 
which these little drawings were held by Euro- 
peans. In his opinion it was owing to the fine art 
of Japan that their people first became known and 
appreciated in Eurrpe. The events of the past 
few months had shown that his countrymen could 
do more than simply produce pretty pictures; 
they had proved lo the world that, as well as being 
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a nation of artists, they were not wanting in 
bravery. He thought they could now claim to be 

“sene of the civilised nations of the world, not lacke 

tng in qualities of both Courage and art.—(Ap- 
plause.) He corroborated Mr. Diésy’s 1emarks 
as to the masks portcayed by the Japanese artists; 
there was no woman in existence like those pre- 
sented in the pictures, 

Mr. Strange, in replying to the criticisms passed 
on his paper, said he was obliged to Mr. Spiers 
for the suggestion as to the study of methods, 
which was a point he had had tocrowd out. With 
regard to facial expression, he was of opinion that 
in the pictures of the best Japanese artists the 
most intense dramatic action was expressed. He 
was glad to hear from Mr. Didsy that there were 
also other nations whose drawings were devoid of 
expression. With regard to Mr. Huish’s appeal 
to him to assist Japanese students, it was hardly 
necessary to make it, as he was always ready to 
give any help in his power. He thought, however, 
it would be found that all Japanese objects of ine 
terest were easy of access, 

Votes of thanks were accorded to Mr. Strange 
for his paper, and to the Chairman for presiding. 


—————— 
CONSULAR REPORT OF THE FoO.- 


REIGN TRADE OF FAPAN. 
———_@—____ 

Sic FE. Satow forwards, on August 21 last, the 
trade returns for the first six months of 1895 with 
@ memorandum, which have been prepared by 
Mr. Longford, who writes as follows == 


The value of the foreign trade of Japan for the 
year 1894 amounted to $229,500,000, Japanese 
silver currency. The pressure caused by the war 
with China was more felt in Japanese commercial 
circles in the early part of the current than in the 
last half of the previous year, and some disor- 
ganisation in trade was produced by the uncer. 
tain political outlook and consequent disquiet 
subsequent to the conclusion of peace, and also 
by the extensive military operations which have 
become wecessary in the Island of Fo:mosa. 
Notwithstanding these impediments, the value 
of the foreign trade, during the first six months 
of 1895, bas more than maintained its pro rata 
amount as Compared with that of the whole year 
1894, and it substantially exceeds that for the 
first half of the latter year, although, ducing that 
petiod, no anticipation had even commenced to 
be felt of the oubreak of war. 

The two appended tables, which have been com- 
piled from the monthly ceturns of the foreign 
trade of Japan published by the Department of 
Finance, contain comparative returns in detail 
both of the quantities and values of the princi- 
pal imports and exports to and from Japan 
during the periods of six months, from January 
to June, in 1895 and 1894, respectively. The 
total values of both were:— 





389g. 1894. 
Imports .......06 $59,960,355 $56,609,468 
Exports ........06. 58,946,460 49,688,530 


Total......... $118,906,815 $106,297,998 

Comparing these totals, it will be seen that the 
imports in the first half of 1895 exceed those of the 
corresponding period in 1894 by $3,350,887, the 
exports by $9,257,930, and the total trade by 
$12,608,817, and if the comparison were cariied 
back to previous years, it would be found that the 
silver value of the total trade for six months only 
of 1895 exceeded that of the whole year 1885 by 
83 per cent., and it represented 86 per cent, of 
that of the whole year 1890. The growth of the 
trade during ten years has been steady and con- 
tinuous, and seeing that it has been well main- 
tained during nearly twelve months of war and 
political disquiet, it is not unreasonable to hope 
that it will continue in even a more marked de- 
gree in the future. 

The Distribution of the trade during the half 
year among the foreign countries which principally 
shared in it was as follows :— 

Country. Imports. Exports. 
British Empire— 
Great Britain $22,005,464 $4,420,923 $26,426,387 
Hongkong... 3,147,263 9,293,172 12,440,435 





Total. 


British India. 5,792,754 2,327,505 8,120,259 
Australia... 527,844 558,608 1,086,450 
Canada ....., 4,483 895,511 899,994 





ae, ee ee eee 


Total ...... $31,477,806 $17,495,719 $48,973,525 








United States $5,059,240 $21,660,719 $26,719,959 
France......... 2,601,836 8,922,579 11,524,410 
Germany...... 5.332,658 1,948,097 7,280,755 


Citina ......... 9,796,908 3,708,506 13,505,474 

Of the whole foreign trade over 41 per cent. was 
with the British Empire, and over 22 per cent. 
with Great Britain. Of the impo:ts only, the 
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value of those obtained from Great Britain was 
nearly 37 per cent. of the whole, and from the 
British Empire over 50 per cent. The United 
States continue to be the best customer for Japan’s 
exports, but wearly 30 per cent. of them wee 
taken by the British Empire. ‘The state of war 
with China continued uatil May, for over four out 
of the whole period of six months, notwithstande 
ing which a trade exceeding in value $13,500,000 
was carried on between the two countries, 


Im PORTS. 

There was a decrease in the aggregate value 
of four of the principal staples—cotton yarn, 
sugar, beans, &c,, and rice, amounting to nearly 
$9,300,000. The two last mentioned do not affect 
British trade, but the fall in the value of the im- 
port of cotton yarn represents a toss to Great 
Britain, and that in the value of white sugar a loss 
to Hongkong. The import of cotton piece goods, 
on the other hand, shows a substantial, and that 
of woollen manufactures a very marked, increase, 
in both cases to the benefit of British trade. ‘he 
same remarks apply to metals, locomotives, and 
railway carriages, machinery, and steam vessels. 
The latter were all merchant steamers, purchased 
for transport purposes by the Japanese Govein- 
ment to meet the temporary exigencies of the war, 
but both in iron sailway materials, locomotives, 
and machinery the present inci ease will, no doubt, 
be fully maintained for several years yet. There 
are at present projects for the construction by 
Private companies of over 2,000 miles of new tails 
ways under consideration by the Japanese autho- 
rities.s Several of these companies will, no doubt, 
never come into actual working, but a large nume 
ber of the projected lines will as undoubtedly be 
carried out, and create a demand in the supply of 
which England should have the predominating 
share. 

Cotrton.—The import of :aw cotton continues to 
increase latpely. According to the Japanese com- 
mercial journals the principal spinning companies 
have entirely recovered from the depression under 
which they suffered during the last half of 1894, 
and are paying substantial dividends on theic 
capital for the first half of 1895. The following 
table includes all the principal companies, and 
shows in each case the uumber of spindles 
in operation and the net profits (carried down, 
according to the usual method of keeping 
even the very largest accounts in Japan, to 
three places of decimals per dollar) realised by 
each company during the half year. It will be 
seen that the average profits per spindle varied, 
from $4°661 in the first mentioned to $0°706 in the 
last; that the two largest companies, each with 
over 50,000 spindles, realised $3'336 and $2°684 
respectively pet spindle, and that the average profit 
of twenty-five cumpansae Was neatly $3 per spindle. 
Taking the average exchange value of the Japan. 
ese silver dollar at 2s. agd., this represents a sterl- 
ing profit of 6s. 43d. per spindle fur the six months. 


Spindles. ProfitsYen. 
oriyama Boseki...... 5,376 ... 25,055-934 
~ Kishiwada Boseki...... 10,281... 47,574-394 
Owari Boseki............ 15,712 ... 60,650.857 
Sakai Boseki ............ 5,300 ... 20,150,201 
Settsu Boseki.........665 35:14Q oo 132,134.446 
Hirano Boseki ......... 27,096 ... 101,372.220 
Kurume Boseki,........ 10,000 .., 36,295.162 
Wakayama Boseki ... 9,766 ... 35,237.309 
Fukuyama Boseki...... 4,680 ...  16,477.498 
Kurashiki Boseki ...... 10,664 ... 36,684.876 
Osaka Boseki ......... 59,774 ».. 169,402.989 
Kanegafuchi Boseki.., 40,057 ...  98,923.126 
Meiji Boseki ............ 7,668 ... 24,353,044 
Miike Boseki,........... 12,168 ... 37:982.032 
Uwajima Boseki ...... 4,128 ... 12,768.249 
Amagasaki Boseki ... 26,310 .... 75,032.617 
Matsuyama Boseki ... 4,962 ... 14,176.001 
Miye Boseki ............ 51,408 ... 137,800.594 
Senshu Boseki ..,...... 19,264 ... 48,873.171 
Asahi Boseki,........... 13,041... 25,454.933 
Tamashima Boseki .,, 11,827 ... 20,388.746 
Himeji Boseki ,........ 10,000 ... 17,216,857 
Fukushima Boseki ... 10,410 ...  15,443.673 
Tokyo Boseki ......... 21,520 ... 30,824.951 
Tyo Boseki ..,......c0000 Ss TTS ose 3,610.396 
Exports. 


The export of marine products show a falling- 
off in the first of 1895 as compared with 1894, 
caused almost entirely by unusually high freights 
from Hakodate, the principal seat of this trade. 
The aggregate value of all the other classes of 
goods, on the other hand, shows very considerable 
advances. Under the heading “ Agricultural Pro- 
ducts,” the export of silk and tea has fallen both 
in quantity and value, but the decrease is a great 
deal more than made up by a grit Prk ine 
creased export of rice. Under **Mining Pro- 
ducts,” the export of coal has decreased in quan- 
tity by nearly 54,000 tons, but increased in value 
by nearly $369,000, and the aggregate value of 
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all the principal a:ticles also shows a substantial 
advance. The most marked advance is, however, 
shown in “* Manufactured Products,” the value of 
the export of which in the first half of 1895 exceeds 
that of the corresponding period of 1894 by no less 
than $6,592,860. Matches, floor matling, straw 
plaits, cotton carpets, cotton yarn, and silk hand- 
kerchiefs all show very considerable advances, 
while the export of silk piece goods has more than 
doubled itself, the value having increased from 
a little over $3,000,000 to nearly $6,500,000. 


The list of imitations of European articles now? 


made in Japan, though not yet of sufficient j 


importance to admit of their appearing among 
the list of exports, is nevertheless a long one, 
and is steadily increasing. Among those shown 
at the Domestic Industrial Exhibition, held this 
year at Kioto, were blankets, carsiage tugs, : 
shawls, shirts, cotton and silk socks, cotton towels, 
felt and straw hats, boots, saddles, harness, port- 
manteaus, clocks, thermometers, harmoniums, opli- 
cal, musical, surveying, and surgical instruments, 
photographic cameras, woollen flannel and cloth, 
lead and slate pencils, and ahostof others. In fact 
it may be safely said that there is nothing of com- 
mon use produced in Europe which cannot now 
be imitated with more oc less success in Japan; 
aud seeing the extent which the export of such 
aiticles as glass ware, matches, and umbrellas has 
already attained, the Japanese may cousider 


. 
£ 


themselves justified in looking forward to an 
equally profitable export in course of time of many: 
of the above articles. All of them are peat 


cheap most of them are excellent in appearance, 
and some of them are also good to use. The 
surgical instruments are, it is said, often 
the best produced in England 
aud fancy blankets and flannel are of fair qu 
excellent for the prices, but in the majority of 
cases cheapuess aud appearance are the sole ce- 
commendations, and anycomparison between them 
and their English made prototypes would be absurd. 
Japanese manufactures of miscellaneous Western 
articles may, and probably for a time will, spread 
all over the markets of the Far East. Buta radi- 


cal change must take place in them if they are > 


ever to gain_the foothold iy. Europe or America 
that some ardenT but ill-informed advocates of 
bimetallism now not unseldom hold up asa solemn 


warning to the British makers, 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


(From Tonxin Papzas.) 
Paris, Dec. 16. 
The Czarewitch, who is ill, has arrived at Nice. 
Paris, Dec. 16. 
Eight hundred” Cuban insurgents surprised 
seventy Spanish soldiers and killed them not- 
withstanding a heroic defence. 
Paris, Dec. 17. 
In Zanzibar the Marai tribe has massacred a 
caravan of two hundred persons returning from 
Elboma. ; 
| Paris, Dec. 15. 
The Italians lost two thousand men at Am- 
balagi. 





(From Manita Parsna,) 
Madrid, December 11. 

In the competition for the construction of a 
dock at Subic twelve proposals were submitted, 
of which four were by Spanish firms. 

Madrid, Dec. 13. 

The Council met at four o’clock this after- 
noon. A few minutes after the commencement 
of the meeting Senor Bosch y Fustegueras 
issued from the Chamber, having tendered his 
resignation., At seven o'clock Senor Romero 
Robledo also came out, having likewise tendered 
his resignation. 

Senor Canovas del Castillo went to the palace 
a few minutes after the termination of the 
Council. It is believed that the whole Cabinet 
will resign and that Her Majesty will charge 
Senor Canovas del Castillo with the formation 
of a new Cabinet. 

Senor Romero Robledo, Minister of Justice, 
gives as his reason for resigning his disagree: 
ment with the policy pursued by Senor 
Martinez Campos in Cuba and the condact of 
the Government in not taking action against 
the press and not closing the Circulo Mercantil 
(in connection with the municipal agitation). 

Madrid, Dec., 13. 

The Prince of Wales while out shooting met 
with an accident which may seriously impair 
his eyesight. 
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26—B io K2 
Black resigns. 









26—K to Kt sq. 


Madrid, December 15. ( VC, Ls eeeserr: 27—K Rto K Kt sq 


Senor Linares Rivas has accepted the office| Griffin finally won his heat against Mendelson 
of Minister of the Interior and Count Tejada | and the following is the drawing for the third 
Valdosera that of Minister of Justice. round 





Game No. 416. 
Tennant versus Wollheim. 


I 





WHITE. BLACK. 
— = W. Crane, Jun. (N.S.W.). R. L. Hodgson (Vic.). 





































(From Jaransem Parans.) Griffin a bye. 1—Ptwo K4 1—PtoK4 
Séul, Dec. 30. Game No. 413. a B3 ae B3 
‘ei Lei-ka has been appointed Minister of solits? 3 oy 3 <> 
Tei Lei-ka PP 5 An old-fashioned Two Knights’ Defence, played 4—P toO3a4 4—Kt to K2 6 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Public Works. “1 the match between Messrs. Helms and Tatum:} 5—B to Q Bac 5—PtoB3d 
Judgment in the case of the disturbance of wHITS. BLACK. 6—Kt to B 3 6—Kt to Kt 3 
28th Nov. has been given as follows :—Liu Sai- Mr, Tatum. Mr. Helms. 7—PtoK R4 7—PtoK R4 
ju and Li Do-tetsu were sentenced to death ; Li 1—P to oy ey K — 8—P to Q 4 8—B to Kt § 
Bin-kyo and three others to banishment for life ; be 3 aR 3 P takes P g—K Kt takes P 
Li Sai-jun, In Ken-zai, Ho Nam-ban, and ten agate 3" 3 10—Q to O4e 10—O to R4 f 
. 4—Kt to Kt5 4 toQ4 11—O takes Kt 11—B takes Kt ch. 
others to one hundred strokes and penal servi- 5—P takes P 5—Kt takes P 12—K to Osq. g a riakes APA 
tude for three years. ‘ 6—Kt takes B P 6—K takes Kt Position after Black’s 12th move—B (frou Q B 6) 
Li Sai-jun had his punishment commuted by} 7—Qto B3 ch. 7—-Kto K3 tolees 10: P, 
the King, and will be confined at Men-kei for 8—Kt to B3 8—Kito K2 BLACK—(MR. HODGSON). 
three years. g—PwO4 9—P to B3 
Hiroshima, December 31. 10—B to Kt 5 ie? phe aS / § 
Lieut.-General Viscount Sakuma arrived at br -—B takes Ht ag ee B OO aay here 
Ujina yesterday by the Yokohama Maru tan8) to Be & Se se ley ee 
a 7 MY hh 13—Kt takes Kt 13—P takes Kt OY 
Lieut.-Colonel Umayabara and six other! 14 B takes P ch. 14—K to K sq. Wy 
military officers, under arrest for complicity in} 15—P takes P 15s—Q to Kt 3 ty; 
the Sdul disturbance, were released to-day on 1ba-Casiles B R 16—R to K B <q. 
bail. 17—P to K 17—R to B3 
Shimonoseki, January 1. 18—K R to K sq. 18—P to K Kt 3 
Li Shun-yo arrived here by the Chikugogawa 19—R to K 3 19—K to B sq. tl, 
Maru to-day. oe 4 K f reat t . yjj,vY,e GUM: 
Two Russian men-of-war passed here this tat ae R5 4 aoe = Ke ‘ e Ee yg 2 yn ' 
morning toward the east. 23—R to K B3 23—R takes R % Ts % Wy, , Z 
Hiroshima, Jan. tf. 24—O to Kt 6 ch. a4--K to R sq. aay peg aU ala, 7 
Lieut.-General Viscount Sakuma left here] 25—Q takes P ch. 25—K to Kt sq. (322 88 7/7 Y 
for Tokyo to-day. 26— oe 26—O to x ROT EGET 
e eleased last} 27—Yto Nt Och.a@ 27—K to KR sq. ee ' 
aaet yoo einer em . s 28—O to K 8 ch. and White wins. 13—B takes P ch. # 13—K takes B 
night on bail. ; 
Séul, Jan. 2 a Rto KBB ch. leads to mate in three prettily. 14—Q to B § ch. 14—K to K 2) 
, © Mini t Ed ely h ed —_— 15—B to Kt § ch. 1I5—K to O3 
Li Do-sai, Minister © Segue, See ens Game No. 414. 16—O takes Kt ch. 16—K to B2k 
having a great dislike to cutting his hair. uuenh eatthie. 17—R to Ksq. - 17—B takes Kt P! 







Kobe, Jan. 3. 















18—B to B4 ch. 18—K to Kt 3m 


Li Shun-yo arrived here from Shimonoseki| ¢.H. Collier (Leicester). A. Curnock (London). 19—R to Q Kt sq. 19—Q takes R P 
to-day, and will leave for Tokyo to-morrow. i—PtoK4 i—P to K4 20—Kt to 2 2n 20—K to R 3 
Sendai, Jan. 30. 2—P to 0 4 2—P takes P 21—R to K 3 21—P toQ Kt3 
apg ge kes P KitoQB ms R 
Mr. Shiba Shiro, M.P., who is at present ae = K 3 ae ne . i , 3 to Q R 22—Ktlo N30 
on sandy proceed a seg on the 6th inst. s—P io B3 Soot to 4 ; oon Sec. Bindusan eostgned 
aes ch sapaaiiinth i wieci as 6—Q to Kt 3 6—Kt to B3 a A quiet but sound move, which in the opinion of 
ll OoOoOooOOSSae—uSOSSowa=ajua>aoam>>s=") 7—Bto O 3 7—B to Kt3 many good judges, leads to an enduring attack. 
8—Bto K Kt 5 8—P 1003 b Black risks a lot in trying Mortimer’s defence, which 
CHESS. —Kt to B 3 9—B to 9 3 is admittedly inferior to the recognised 4—P to Q 3. 
as ww Pe toR4 1ro—Kt to K4 ¢ by players aay A 9g Aap poder aoe a 
(All Communications to be addressed to the Cm ase Roisue.) 11—Kt takes Kt 11—P takes Kt BD to B eo one 60 to a ne ctaatne te kt. 
; 12—B to B2 12—O to K 2 The text move is Steinitz’s invention. 
Tie Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 13—Kt to Q 2 13—Castles (Q R) d Ur s—Kt to QB 3, 6—Kt to Kt 5, with the attack in 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 14—P to ep 46 14—B to K6 the two Kts defence and a move to the good. ; Y 
to If p.m. _—P takes P 1s—O to B e The moves up to this point are given in Steinitz’s 
> SRNR 15 aree 5 4 “* Modern Chess Instructor,’ page 9, note '5. 
The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 16—B takes B d 16—Q takes Bch, f 1o—B takes Kt is obviously bad, and if 1o—Kt takes 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.in 17—K to B sq. 17—K takes Kt Kt, 1:—P takes Kt, 11—B to Kz, 12—Kt to Kt 5, with a 
ae” a 18—R to K sq. 18—R to B 5 ch. winning game. 


SoLtuTion oF Prosiem No. 209. 





White wins. 
NOTES. 











FA Best, for it permits R to K sq., presently with great 
effect. 
h If 12—Bto Kt 5, White can continue with 13—B 


WHITE. : , ee 
1—Kt to K 6 Me yarn R a The old defence, now considered inferior to Pto K| takes P ch., or 13—Kt to Kt 5. 
a—B to K 2, mate Kt 3 or Kt to B 3- Conk’e| 2% stronger than 13—Kt takes B, 
P —teas 6 A bold departure from the book moves ook’s| + The alternative 14—K to Kt sq. results in a cramped 

I toB3 rer recommends 6 .....Q to B 3. ? and dangerous position. 

hgae 8” een lato ae 

= dale i : . sumes his travels. 

2--Ki to B 3, mate ee Aegean g se Pooper gra Mage Pg Py 1 Black’s game for some time past has been indefensible, 

1I—PtoR5 might ye bh »y . : but this and his nineteenth move hasten defeat. 17-—-P to 
the text move the game Is Over. Q 3 is making the best of a bad business. 


2—R takes B P, mate. 


Correct answers from Digamma, W.H.S., Shogi, 
W.D.C., E. J. King, and J.D. 








Game No. 4I5. 
¥RENCH DEFENCE. 













m 18—K to QO sq., 19—Kt to Et 5 wins. 

n Threatening 21—K tales B, ch. 

o He is quite helpless, as 23—R takes B is on. 
P to Q B 4, 23—R to Q Kt 3 wins. 


If aa— 





Siema.— Your Sage to Problem No. 208 was Waite, gBEACK. 
wrong ab ovo: Look over it again and compare leses. “gyi 2 
it with the true solution published last week. : —Pio Ks I—P to K 3 : Consuttation Cunss. 

——_—_ a—P to Q4 2—P toO4 Some time ago the Petersham Chess Club met 

Prosiem No. 211. 3—Q9 Kt to B3 3—K Kt to B3 at Mr. G. B. Hall’s house, Newtown, when there 

By S. Loyp. 4—B to KKt5 4—B to K2 was an excellent attendance of members and visi- 

Ee 5—B takes Kt 5—B takes B tors. Amongst the latter were Messrs. Wallace, 

2m. 6—K Kt io B3 6—P to 9 R 3 Jacobsen, John Channon (of Adelong), and 

7—B to 93 7—B to K2 Crane. It was decided to arrange a game in 

= to K2 8—P takes K P which Messrs. Wallace, Channon, and Ridley 

g—Ki takes P g—Kt to O02 consulted against Messrs. Hall, Jacobsen, and 

1o—Casiles R 1o—Castles Crane. The last named trio had the move, and 

11—P to t4 11—Kt to B3 chose for their opening an interesting variation of 








12—Kt takes Ke ch. 


12—B takes Kt 






the “Vienna.” Spirited olay resulted, and the 


13—P to K R4 13— ae 3 game was fairly even up to the 21st move, when 
14-0 to K4 14—P to K Kt 3 the White allies made a miscalculation which 
1Is—P io R5§ 150 lo D4 speedily compromised their position. The game 
16—O to KB4 16—B to Kt 2 was played at an unusually rapid rate, each side . 
2 Sa to i 5 sie K B3 making the first 15 moves in half an hour. 
18—BtoK 4 1 toOR4 ’ ; 
19—P takes Kt P 19—B P ace r ASAE: FIs 887 
20—P takes RPch. 20—Kto R sq. eh, een eae 
21—Q takes R cl. 21—B takes 9 Messrs. Jansbore, Hall, and Messrs. Wallace, Jno. Chan- 
22—KitoK 5 22—QO takes Kt Crane. non, and Ridley. 
23—P takes 9 23—B to K2 i—P to K4 1—P to K4 
: wuita. 24—P to KB 4 24—R to Q Kt sq. 2a—QO Ki to B3 2—K Kt to B3 
White to play and mate in two moves. 25—P takes P 25—B takes P ch. g—P to B4 3—P to 04 
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on 


—P to 4—BtoQ Kt 5 
<_P Cee P 5—Kt ses P!a 
6—P takes Ki 6—O to R § ch. 
7—K to K 2 7—-D lo Kt 5 ch. 
8—Ktto B3 8—B takes O Kt 
9—Q takes PO 9—Q to K 8 ch. 

10—K to QO 3 10—B takes Kt 
11r—B to Kt 5! 11—B takes P ch. c 
12—Q takes B 12—Q takes O ch. 
13— ee 13—B takes Kt P 
14—R to QO Kit sq. 14——B takes P! 4 
15—K takes B 1I5—Pw B3 


16—P takes Bch. 
17—Kt to Q 2 ch. 


16—B takes P e 
17—K takes P 


18—K to Kt 7 f 18—Castles 

19—B to B4 19—K Rto K sq. g 
20—Q R to Q sq. 20o—Rto K 5 
ai—BtoQ5?hk 21i—R to Kt §ch. 
22—KtoR6 — 22—R to Kt 3zch.¢ 


and after a few more moves White resigned. 

a First. played. by.Klackburne.in his.match with Steinitz 
when the moves ran :—6 P takes Kt~Q to R § ch., 7 K 
to K 2—B takes Kt, 8 P takes B—B to Kt 5 ch., 9 Kt to 
oe ae takes P, 10 Oto OQ 4, with a safe game. 

This seems risky. The game now Lecomes unusually 
entertaining. 

¢ Capturing the.R would be disastrous to Black. 

@ Ingeniously olayed. 

e 16 Kto B 5 would have been safer play. 

FS The White K has done a lot of work. 

g This and the following Rook moves are cleverly con- 


ceived. 

hk Asad slip ; 21 Bto Q 3 would have left little to ¢hoose 
between the positions, 

t This wins by force, for if White reply K to R 5,.22 Ke 
to B3 ch. wins the B; if 22 K takes P—Kt to 15 $q. ch., 
23 Kto R8—Kt to:K 3 ch., 24 K to R 7, Black mates in two. 


The international match at chess projected 
between England and Ametica seems to have 
aroused as inuch interest in London as in Brooke 
lyn, Pillsbury’s visit at the British Chess Club 
en route for Russia will come opportunely for the 
purpose of concluding arrangements with Sir 
George Newnes, and the battle rayal may be ex- 
pected to coine off-early in 1896, or as soon as it 
is possible for Pillsbury to get back to America 
from St. Petersburg. 


‘Papa, CuHess. 


The Zsmes-Democrat says:—The Pope is a 
remarkably good chess player, according to Par- 
sons, In fact, it is only on rare occasions that he 
is defeated at the game. There is one priest in 
Rome who is usually the Pope’s adversary. This 
priest, Father Giella, ‘has played chess with his 
holiness for thirty-two years past. When Cardi- 
nal Pecci was raised to the Papal throne Father 
Giella, who was then residing in Florence, received 
an invitation to proceed to ‘Rome.and take up his 
quarters at the Vatican. He is a magnificent 
player, but so hot tempered that the Pope often 
improves the occasion by a little homily on the 
virtues of resignation and meekuess. 


MAIL STEAMNERS. 





——___—_-»@— 
1eOR NRXT MAIL TS Dow 

From America .......0 per P. M, Co. Thursday, Jan. oth.¢ 
From America ......... per P.M. Co. Friday, Jan. igth.§ 
From Hongkong ...... per P.& O.Co. Sunday, Jan. sath. 
From Canada, &c..,.... per C.P. KR. Co, Monday, Jan. aoth. 
From Europe, via 

Hongkong ..c.cccsesee per N. 1D. Vloyd Wed’day. Jan. sand. 
From America ......... perO.*& 0.Co. Suniay, Jan. a6th. 


Frotn Hongkong....... perC. P.R. Co. Thursday, Jan. goth. 


* City of Pehing left San Franeisco via Honolulu on December 


erst. § China left San Francisco on December 31st. The fing- 
lish mail is on board the steamer Hankow. 

TUR NEXT MAIL DLRAVRS 
For Hongkong ........ per P.& O.Co. Sunday, Jan. sth 
Gor America .........4 perQO.& O.Co. Sunday, Jan. sth. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per NF. Co. Thursday, Jan. oth. 
For Europe, vid Shang- 

DOL: csisociescesenccescoses per M. Mf. Ca, Saturday, Jan. th, 
For Victoria, B.C....... ver O.R.& N.Co. Saturday, Jan. izt!, 
For America ........000. per ?. M,Co. Wed’day, Jan. rgth. 
for Hongkong ......... perC. PL K. Co. Monday, Jan. soth. 
For Europe, vik Hong- 

OMG cecrcccscsccccvses-e ver N.1), Llovd Friday, Jan. agth, 
Bor Canada, &ec. ..... per(.P.R. Co. Friday, Jan. gist. 





LATEST SHIPPING. 
on on prim 
ARRIVALS. 

Benledi, British steamer, 1,481, Farquhar, 2gth 
December,—Kohe, General.—Cornes & Co. 
Olympia (14), U.S. flagship, Captain J. G: Read, 
30th December,—-Yokosuka 30th December. 
Federation, British steamer, 1,860, J. Prentice, 
31st December,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 

Yusen Kaisha. 

Tatven Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,791, Brown, 
gist December,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yue 
sen Kaisha. 

Aden, British steamer, 3,927, Hill, 31st December, 
—London vid ports, General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Harry Mores, American bark, 1,300, Lane, 1st 


January,—Puget Sound, 69 days out, Timber.— 
Japan Trading Co. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, J. R. Crawford, 1st 
January,—Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, B.C., 
Mails and General.— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Wakanoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,556, Pen. 
dev, 2nd January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Dunfermline, British ship, 2,773, Forbes, aud 
January,—New York 13th August, 100,014 cases 
Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, R.N.R., 2nd Junuary,—Hongkong vid 
ports, 25th December, Mails and General.— 
Frazar 8 Co. 

Glamorganshire, British steamer, 1,842, Vyvyan, 
2nd January,—London vid ports, General.— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Strathlyon, British steamer, 1,511, Phillip, 2nd 
January,—Otaru, Coal.—Hokkaido Tanko 
Tetsudo Kaisha. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 856, K. Kori, 
2nd January,—Kobe, General.-Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,940, H. St. G. Lindsay, 
3rd January,— Hongkong vid ports, 27th Decem- 
ber, Mails and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Orono, British steamer, 1,321, Hancock, 3d 
January,—Hakodate, General.— Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 4th 
January,—Nayasaki, Coal.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 

Edgar (12), cruiser, Captain W. H. Henderson, 
4th January,—Noth Pacific. 

Natal, French steamer, 2,435, Verron, 4th January, 
—Marseilles vid ports, 23rd November, Mails 
and General.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, a8th 
ee Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi 

ta, 

Changsha, British steamer, 1,463, Williams, 29th 
December,—Hongkong, General.—Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Devorhurst, British steamer, 1,163, R. D. Reese, 
2gth December, —Hongkong, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Glenfarg, British steamer, 3,646, Selby, 29th 
December,—London vid ports, General.—Jar- 
dine, Matheson & Co. 

Hohensollern, Gerwan steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
2gth December,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails 
and General.—H. Alirens & Co., Nachf. 

Strathdon, British steamer, 1,720, C. Johnstone, 
2gth December,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Tatchiow, British steamer, 862, Unsworth, 29th 
December,—Hougkong, General.-Butter field 
& Swire. 

Gerda, German steamer, 2,108, Ehblets, 30th 
December,--Hamburg vid ports, General.— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 3oth 
December,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails 
and General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, goth Decem- 
ber,— Hakodate, General.— Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, 

Anjer Head, British steamer, 1,826, Motyer, 31st 
December,—Hongkoug, Ballast. —Captain. 
Tatren Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,791, Brown, 
Ist January—Kobe, Genecal.—Nippon Yusen 

Kaisha. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, R.N.R., 3:d January,—Vancouver, B.C., 
Mails and General.—Frazar & Co. 

Chingwo, British steamer, 2,556, Shaw, 4th 
January,—London vid ports, General.—W.iM. 
Strachan -& Cu. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, J. R. Crawford, 
4th January,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Zacoma, from Tacoma, 
‘Wash., vid Victoria, B.C.:—Mr. Wm. Lock, Mr. 
Alex. Paul, Mr. H. R. Martin, Mr. R. L. Evans, 
Miss Geant, Miss Fair, Mr. Owen Strattan, and 
M:. and Mrs. Drysdale and child in cabin; 139 
passengers ‘in steerage. 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, from 
Hongkong vid ports:—Dr. Vou -Foerester, Mr. 
‘Von Foerester, Mr. T. Bunge, Mc. G. McGregor, 
Mr. K. Voss, Mr. W. G. Hockridge, Mr. G. 
Galy, Mrs. J. R. Morse and child, Miss A. Moss, 
Mr. A. Kong, Mr. J. -Remusat, Mrs. Amber, and 
Liew. Y. Ahisawa iv cabin. For Vancouver, 
B.C. :—M.:. Wm. Stephen and M.. L. D. Abra- 
ham in cabin; 8 passengers in secund class, and 
163 passengers in steerage. 

Per British steamer Coptic, from Hongkong vid 


Google 


ports:—Mr, A. B. Brown, Rev. N. W. Utley, 
Mrs. Utley, child, and infant, Rev, W. P. Turner, 
Mr. R. W. Crosse, Mr. A. B. Akroyd, Rt. Rev. 
A. E. Medlicott, Mc. Thos. Faithurst, Mc. R. 
M. Bachrach, Mr. Louis B. Quick, Mr. Alex. 
O’Brien, Dr. R. J. Bowie, Rev. L. Wherry, and 
Mr. W. K. Wilson in cabin. 

Per French steamer Nataé, from Marseilles vid 
ports :—Captain W. H. Jacques and servant, Mr. 
Shumine, Mr. B.W. Clayton, Sceurs St. Domitine 
and S. Benacdin, Dr. Mecre, Mr. Grain Marye, 
Mr. Bie, Ms. Sannay, Mr. A. N. Bossdin, and 
Mi. Shing Mou Youn in cabin. 


DEPARTED. 


Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid potts:—Mr. and Mrs. Eg. Schmiedell, 

r. ard Mcs. James Thomas and 3 Emopean 
servants, Messrs. Scovell, J. Tozer, Nills L. J. 
Gron, A. Bianchi, L. Rubattel, Rev. Waddell, 
Misses Anna K. de Ryke, Jacoba I. de Ryke, and 
4 Chinese in cabin; 2 Europeans in third class, 
and 5 Chinese on deck, 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for Vau- 
couver, B.C.:—Mr. L. D. Abraham, Mr. E. W. 
Brown, Mc. W. L. Germane, Mt. W. G. Hocke 
vidge, Mc. K. Ijima, Rev. G. W. Moreison, Mrs. 
G. W. Morrison aud achikdren, Mr. K.S. Okura, 
Mr. Hans. E. Piaget, Mr. John Shand, Major G. 
Shiba, L.J.A., Captain Stewart, Mr. William 
Stephen, Mr. R. A. Wylie, and Captain M. Yui, 
L.J.A., in cabin. 


— 


CARGO. 


Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports :—Raw Silk for Europe, 279 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 337 bales. 

Per British steamer Empress of $apan, for 
Vancouver, B.C. :— 


TEA. 
CHICAGO NSW YORK 


CANADA, AND AND PACIFIC OINER TOTAL. 
west. RAST. COAST. CITIgs, 
Hongkong .. 4 _ — 250 a5 279 
Calcutta... = —_ — 350 ~ 350 
AMY... eee — §38 - _ 538 
Fouchow ...... 891 = ~ _~ ~ 89" 
Shanghai ...... 60g 419 _ —_ — 1,028 
Colombo ....... _ _ — +16 - 516 
Kobe ....s.s0000. 162 _- _ - _~ 162 
Yokohama .. _- _ _ _ _ _ 
Total..... 1,666 419 538 716 25 3,364 
, SILK. 
NEW YORK. OTHOR CITIBS. TOTAL. 
Hongkong & Canton 25 ......... me kevisaciase 25 
Shanghai ....ccccsceccee  0§ 6 cecceneee Sa aes eis 156 
Yokohama ....cccecce 188 ccecee eee Sh hessecuns 209 
Total... 1... seceeee 339 5! 390 
REPORTS. 


The British steamer Coptic, Captain Lindsay, 
repoits:—Left Kobe the 2nd January at 7.03 
p.n.; had strong northerly winds and moderate 
sea to port, Arsived at Yokohama the 31d Janu 
ary at 6.15 p.m. 


ar ee a a Se 


LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
—_——____.g___. 
IMPORTS. 


Dull and depressed. In Grey Yarns and Grey 
Cloth absolutely nothing doing ; although dealess 
must surely operate to some extent before long. 
Faucies and Woollens lifeless; nothing whatever 
being sold but a few Turkey Reds and Velvets. 

COTTOU PECK GOuOteN. 
Pee tisecs, 


Grey Shictinga-——84 mh, shh yds. syincher $2.30 to 2.99 


Grey Shirtings—olh, 384 yds. asinches 2.75 to 3.30 
Pr. Cloth— ih, 24 yards, yainches ...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, qginches,. 8.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assurted, 24 yards, guoinches,, 200 to 3.75 
PEM YAMD. 


Cotton—Italians and Satteens Black, 
92 TNChES 0. cee eee eee 8 16 too ag 
PER FURR, 


Velvets—Hlack, 35 yards, 2aincher ... 8.co to 80,00 


Victoria Lawas, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.7§t9 0.90 
TuckeyReds—z.oto 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 

GOUNCHES rr cccceccee sscceresesecssereree E60 10 9.75 
Tuckey Reds—2.8 to 3%, 24/25 yards, 

JO INCHES ...... cs ceereesseceseeecenece cee 70 BG bu 3,00 
Turkey Reds--3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 

BD INCHES ....cccrccecrsscseteeeeseeessree BBS LO 2.65 
Turkey Reds— 4.8 to 5%, 24/25 yards, 

BIINCHER 0. ccc cee csc cceceeeers crteees BQOLO 3.30 

' ‘WOOLLMIHTNS., rak YARD. 
Blase... ccc see ceccse cus cnsceeeeseee evsenas, $0.30 tu 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 42 inches hest 0.35 to 0.48 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 

Medinm seeded cadcsnsesverserieeseasen S-§O: 30.0.98] 
ttalien Cloth, go yards, 42 inches 

Common oe... ce cecceccee ee ceeeeneeeere 0.95 to 0,379 
Maunsaline de Laine--Crape, ag yards, 

Bt bmchas ee cece eee ene = 0085 tu va? 
Cloths—Pilota, 54 @ s4iuelien ....... 0.9§ (00.50 
Clotha—Prasidents, 540.56 inches ... 0.60 to 0.65 
Cloths—Union, §4 @ 56 incher ........ 0.40 90.70 
Wankets—Scarlet and (sseen, 3 tu 5 Ib, 

DAT TR noes cccccc ccc sacsce cancer serscsses 0.60 bn 0.978 


Jan. 4, 1896.] 
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EM rICUt. 


COE Cre YAoerdss, 
Of ag, Da bitemry correc cee cence cee nee 


‘due. 


Nos. 16/a4, Medium Serreeeatd chores oo 
Nos. 16/24, Good to Mest ............... $38-00 to 39.00 
Nos, 16/24, Reverse co... ccc cee cee cee ene ees — 
Nos, 38/32, Ordinary ... 2.0... cece eee _ 
Nos. 28'32, Merbisnur........... ee eee $9 00 tO 40.00 
Nos. 28/42, Good to eat .......... 4.00 LO 43,00 


Nos. 98/42, Mecdism to Hest ............ 43.00 to 45.00 

No. 328, Cwo-fold nn... ce eeeeese eee §§-00 to 46.00 

No. 428, Fwo-fold eee $1.00 tO §3.00 

Pempal.e, 
No. 208, Bombay ......... Ss autegatoetiens 
MYO. 266, Dormhay oi... cece cee cee cne wen eee 
MICTALS. 

Poor business at unchanged rates, and importers 
complain that there is ‘no money in it.” 

ram ricut, 

+ 33.20 to 3.35 

3.25 to 3.30 

3-20 lo 3.30 

3.50 to 3.65 

4-30 to 4.50 


Chat Maem, dined. ccc cee cee ces 
Mlat Warn, ditch... eee cee eee ce uae 
Round aud square wp to dinch oo... 
lrow Plates, assorled ......... ccc. cee eee es 
Sheet Prom cic cccceccsccee cecses cose cee eee tas 
Galvanized Irou sheets ............ 00. sees 


9.00 to 9.50 
Wire Nails, assorted ..................:06. §-40 10 5.80 
Tin Plates, per box oc... eee §.66 lo §-90 


Pig Iron, fin. 4 Oe eee cee ree oot wae 688 gee 08 ee 
KIEROSIONE. 

Buyers still out of the market hoping for a turn 
in their favour. ‘Two cargoes have arrived fiom 
the United States since New Year; but as the 
stock was very low these arrivals are not likely to 
weaken holders, who remain strong. Buyers must 
come in soon, 


1.60 to 1.65 


AMeriCan oo. .cccce cee ceccec cen sesceesseceesseeee Nom. $8.50 
Rusmian oo... cece cee ee ees wae Nom. 2.50 
Langkat .......c.ccesee sees .o- Nom. 2.30 


SUGAR, 

Brown—Arrivals have exceeded sales, and all 
ptices are down once more. The same applies to 
Ordinary White. Refined—Very quiet at late 
rates, buyers not having commenced business for 
1896 at present. 


PAR PICUL, 
Brown Takao ... cc. cece cece ces eee cee eee — 

Brown Manila... cc... .cccce sce cee cer cee -seene $4270 CO 4.80 
Brown Daitong (New) .........sseeeee 3.90 C0 4.00 
Brown Canton .........ccccce cee cee cee seeane 4.00 to 4.60 
White Java and Penang ................ 6.70 to 6.75 
Write Neotinad ... cc... ccccssaerceeesseseeeeees 6.§0 60 9.50 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


Very quiet with a stock of 19,000 piculs. Values 
lower and tending downwards at quotations. 
Small business, but holders will not make whole- 
sale reduction in price as yet. Supplies for the 
six months ending 31st December exceed 60,000 
piculs, but arrivals are now scanty as many fila- 
tures and rereeling-factories close for the winter. 
Home consumption good, and dealers look to 
that also as a relief from the plethoric stock on 
the market here. 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 
Filatures—MMatra g'th, 10/02 deny... see 
Filatures—lxtra 13/15, 14°16 deniers 
Filatures—No. 1, to/ty Wdenieara....sscecee ese 
Fitatuces——No. 8, 04/15, 84/16 det... cscs 
Filatuces-—-No. 1§, 10/14 deniers ...........- 
Filatuces—-No. 06. 04/1%, cgfezelan. oo. 
Filaturea——-No. 2. 00/15 deniers... ....cccce ees 
Pilaturea——No. 8, §4/18 deniers............... 790 to 800 
Re reela—Na. a, 0415, 0a't6sden. ..... ... 820 to 830 
Re-reels—No. 6d, 63/66, v4st7 denier-...... 770 ta 780 


860 to 870 
840 to B50 
840 to 850 
820 to 830 
820 to 830 


Re reels—No. 2, 0 gis eniers 0. 0... 740 £0 750 
Re-veels—No. a4, tritX denters sess 720 tO 730 
Xe reels——-No. 1, 04 a0 dewiews... ..  .. 200 to 710 
Kakedas—MHaira ... .. Nom. 830 


Kalcedag——lNlo. cece cece cease cee cseeeeee 800 to 810 
Rakedas—[lu. thse. cee. sc cee cee cc eesseeeee 770 tO 780 
Kabedas—No. 8 wc cee cce ees veces 7§0 to 760 
Kamedae—— No. BQ ic. .ce ce. ceesee ceseceees seveeee 7230 CO 740 


WASTE S11.K. 
Prices lower: but the market is far from active, 


buyers waiting for further concessions. 
QUOTATIONS.——(NEW WASTE.) 


Noshi—Filature, Bast .........ccccseseeseeee GENS €O 820 
Noshi—Filature, Good ..............060-se0ee FOE to 110 
Noshi—Oshu, Hest... ...csccecseeseesesssssseess 99S tO 190 
NoshimOshu, Good .........ccccceece cece cee BNO CO 808 
Noshi—Oshu, Medint ............cecceereeeee 800 tO 505 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ......... 00.6... cee — 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good ............-0....66 0 65 to 70 
Noshi—Bushiu, West .............ccce cecaseeee 130 CO 125 
Noshi—Bushit, Good o.. ccc cee eee eens 090 10 095 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... .........s0cse00. 100 £0 105 
NoshimJoshu, Goud ..........0..-sseeeeeeeeee 60 tO 65 
Noshim-Joshu, Fair ..........ccsecerceeeee §§ (0 SOd 
Kibiso—Filature, Dest ................:0000 95 to 100 
Kibiso—Filature, Seconds ................. 8§ to go 


TEA. 

Little or nothing doing. There is still about 
4,000 piculs mixed leaf in stock but shippers do not 
seem to be operating at all, Prices unchanged. 

BR PICUL,. 
ssssscccsecsscesees $30 CO $32 
28 to 29 
36 to 327 
24 to 385 


Choicest bh cee cee cee cee ete ses cee ne 
Choice 000 COP 200 509 B88 ROD OREO abe Fee HO8 2O8 CHO BOD eee see 
Finest 006 008 ces cee Ee O08 0 FOr ese ona TOe 


B00 COS oGO CEE BUTE EOE COs aan Fee Hrs setece 





quiet, and in sympathy with political complica- 





Good Medina  ....cc... cee sac ces cer ceccercesces cee 
QA i GON oie sascbcdsacedesicad: Sv einensscceinsiacecens 
Good Commons oarcecsee cee ccesce cee cee sessee ces ces 
Comin oo see cce ves ss: ces cce coe cencee ses cee 


in Indo-Chinas at $61 for delivery in April, 
Douglasses at $55 for March, and for the same 
term New Amoy Docks at $11.50. 


Local stocks are unchanged. $146 might be 
paid for Beeweries, whilst $150 is wanted for a few 


Grand Hotel shares. 
3rd January, 1896. 


The share market in Hongkong on the 24th 
ultimo is reported as having been a little sensitive 
owing to the Venezuelan question, but at the close 
of the day, H. & S. Banks, which were weak in 
the morning with sellers at 180 per cent. pre 
mium, recovered and the same rate was offer- 
ed for shares. HH. C. and M. Steamboats 
changed hands at $37.50, but shares were 
offering, at the same. Douglasses were placed 
at $53. Indo-Chinas were in demand at $57.50, 
sellers holding for $58. Hongkong Lands were 
sold at $69 and Ices at $96. Watsons were offei- 
ing at $12, and are well thought of at this rate. 
The Punjom Mining Managers’ Report reads 
very favourable and should the December result 
be good, higher rates should tule. Five lacs, it 
is rumoured, will be the earnings of the H. & 
W. Dock Co., and a bonus of over 2 per cent. is 
confidently expected. Hongkong Fires were sold 
at $265 and Chinas at $88.50: The former were 
wanted at 265. 


Local stocks unchanged. An offer for Orientat 
Hotels is wanted; Grands can now be had ag 
$150, and $145 might be paid for Breweries, $6 
for Club Hotels, whilst shares might be had at 
$70. Iron Works are in favour, and offers of 
shares are wanted. 




















EXCHANGE. 


Since the new year exchange has risen slowly. 
Sterling—Bank T.T.  ...cssccsccccceses 2/14 
Bills on demand...... 2/14 
4 months’ sight ...... 3/1 
Private 4 months’ sight 
6 months’ sight ... 
On Paris—Bank sight 02.00... sseceeces 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ... 
Ou Hongkong—Bank sight............ 
Private rodays’sight. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight .......0.00 
Private 10 days’ sight, 
On India—Bank sight ......ccscscseeves 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 
On America—Bank Bills on demand. 
Private 30 days’ sight.. 
4 months’ sight 
Ou Germany—Bank sight .........00 
Private 4 months’ sight,.. 
Bar Silver (London) ...sccace cer ccecscecs 


184} 
51% 
524 
532 
2.15 
2.20 


30% 


BISSET & CO.’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, 30th December, 1895- 
Latest mail advices from China bearing dates 


of the £6th, 20th and aist instant report little 


changes in the share market, business being very 


tions quotations are weaker, though no change of 
any consequence has to be noted. 

Hongkong Banks have been done at 182 per 
cent, premium for cash and at 190 for 31st March. 
Buyers now rule the market for National Banks 
at $27, whilst Unions are weaker, business having 
been done and shares are offering at $197.50. 
Straits on offer at $24.75, Hongkong Fires 
at $262.50, China Fires at $87, Indo-Chinas at 
$583 to 58, China and Manilas at $71, Watsons 
at $12, and H. & W. Docks at 147 per cent. pre- 
mium. In consequence of a seport that the West 
River is going to be opened, shares rose rapidly 
from $36 to $36.25, $37 and 37.25. By wire to-day 
we hear the market for these is quieter but a 
tise is expected soon. Douglasses are firmer, and 
after business at $52 and $51, a demand set in 
and $53 was offered. Mining stocks are weak, 
with the exception of Raubs, which are wanted at 
$3.85. H. & K. Wharves are wanted at $49, Hong- 
kong Electrics at $6.75, and Fenwicks at $20. 

The subdivision scheme of 1 old share in the 
H. & W. Dock Co. to be subdivided into 5 new 
shares has fallen through, in consequence of the 
majority of votes not being obtainable. It is 
repotted the dividend for the half-year ending 
to-morrow is likely to be 7 per cent. and a bonus 
of 2 per cent. 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
- London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and A BC Codes. 








Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 
Business has been done locally from Hongkong June 8th, 1895. 
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“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 














“Incomparable in Popularity as 
in Purity.”—BRivisH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREINLID & SWIRHG, 


YOKOHAMA, 
August 3rd, 1895. , 
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KYINSo 
a THE FINEST V5 


ENGLISH MAKE, 


EAU DE COLOGHE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds, 
ose ATKINSON'S ONLY, 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 
Label and usual “ Wurrr Ross"? Trade Mark. Qf 
all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 

J.& E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


1y. 


Jan. 4th, 1896, 


“MONEY.” 


A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE, 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Anoual Subscription, post free, 25s.,10 the United 








Kingdom. Ditto, ags., to any pact of the Worid., 
Offices—Bishopsgate House, London, E.¢. 


Cable Address: Dinero, Loudon. 


“MONEY "’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 
and swindles, 

“MONEY” is 
Business men, 

“ MONEY” is a thoroughly up-to-date Record of all Financia! 
and Business Matters. 

“ MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial a 
clique, or syndicate, but is absolutely free, in 
and honest, 

BALANCE SHEETS o Assurance, Banking, Manufacturing 
Shipping, Trading, and Trust Companies, are fearlessly and 
impartially criticised in ** MONEY.’’ 


Angust 3, 1895. 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


PERSON S suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sin Samuet Baxer,in his work entitled “The Nile Tribu 
aries in Abyssinia,”’ says—*'I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice gratis. InI 
short time I had many applicants, to whom | served ont 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of all kinds. It acts miraculous y in healing ulcerations, curing 
akin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 


THs Journal for Investors, Speculators and 


ociation, 
ependent, 





Mr. J. T. Coorsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—** I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway'’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fow! and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “stock,” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the thronghou 
World. May vat, tiga. 








THE PROCEEDINGS 








IEPERIAL JAPANESE MET 


HE ‘ Proceedings” incinde EPI'TOMISED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in fall, Questions pur and the answers of 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of 


the Session. 
PRICE $1, 


To be obtained at the Office 


of the Fapan 
Mail, No. 51, Main Street, 
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Are prepared to Estimate and Furnish Drawings 
and Specifications for Launches in Wood, Steel, 
Delta Metal, or Composite, either with Steam or 
Electric Power—Speed from 6 to 20 miles hour ; 
—also Tugs, and Stern Wheelers, which, i required, 
will be prepared and constructed in Sections. 

Launches of specially Light Draught constructed 
for Shallow Waters. 

Electric and Steam Pinnaces for Harbour or 
Ferry purposes, 
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ORM,” 53f. by 7ft. Sin. 


Builders of Electric Charging Stations, Fl 
or Stationary; and makers of all required fittings 
and equipments. 

A selection of Electric Launches always ready 


for prompt delivery, of which particulars will be 
forwarded on application to 


W. S. SARGEANT, w.1.1.z., 
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And see that each Jar bears Justus von 


Signature in Blue Ink across the 


To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. 


The ‘ Milkmaid” 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 


In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, 


MTOM | LS) 


Brand is guaranteed to 


nothing but the best 
added. 


: Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been 


“ Millemaid ” 


abstracted, and ask for 
Brand, the best for all 
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FINEST AND. CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES, 
Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 

Weakness. © 
Keeps good in the hottest 


Climates, and for any 
length of time. 





The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG'S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO. , Ltd. 


9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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_ The Universal Remedy for ‘Acidit 


N.B.—ASK FOR 





WATISS 





|) The Physician’s Cure 
t, Rheumatio 
Gout and Gravel; the 
safest and most gentle 
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BIRTH, 
On the 6th January, at No. 157, the wife of \s 
S1s10D0Nn of a daughter. 
DEATH. 


On January 3rd, at No. 1, Nishi Suga-cho, Nezu, 
Hongo-ku, Tokyo, Mrs. A. V. R, Easteaxg, in her 
sixty-third year. ‘' Jesus called ‘ His own,?” 








_ 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
Se 


- THe Emperor was too indisposed to attend the 


* 


New Year review. 





Tue Law Courts at Osaka have been almost en- 
tirely destroyed by fire. 





A COACH-HOUSE on the Bluff was destroyed by 
fire on Saturday morning. 





ALL the members in the Korean Legation, 


Tokyo, gutiheishair a few days ago. 


Vrscouwr JLNaorasy has been elected a mem- 
ber of the House of Peers by 219 votes, 





Tue fire brigades of Tokyo were inspected on 
the 6th inst., and the Yokohama brigades on 





Viscounts Horixawa YasutTaDA and Mayeda 
Toshiaki died on the 2nd and 3rd inst. re- 
spectively. ——- 

Fire broke out af Yayoicho, Hokkaido, on Jan. 
8th, destroying thirty-three houses, and one per: 
son was burnt to death, 


CapTain Sawa, the new commander of the 
Matsushima, \eft the capital on the 2nd inst, for 
Kure, where he joins his ship. 


A prot of land on the Bluff containing 191 /sudo, 
and three bungalows thereon have been sold by 
public auction for $12,025. 


CapTAIN Baron Francis pD’AEHRENTHAL, mili- 
tary affaché \o the Austro-Hungarian Legation 
in Japan, has arrived in Japan. 


Fire broke out in a dairy at No, 45, Sankocho, 
Shirokane, Shiba, Tokyo, on the and inst., and 
eleven cattle were burnt to death. 


OveR 400 gendarmes, who were under orders 
to leave the capital for Formosa on the 15th 
inst., left for that island on the 7th inst. 


Tue Bonnington has been given up for lost. 
H.M.S. Edgar, after a thorough search for the 
missing steamer, has returned to port. 


THERE has been a rising in North Formosa and 
fresh troops are being hastily despatched from 
Japan to reinforce the garrisons at the scene of 
disturbance. — 


Messrs. H. A. C. Bonar, of the British Con- 
sular Service, and Mr. Terry, of Tokyo, have 


been admitted to practice at the bar of H.BM. 
Court for Japan. 


Memsgrs of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States, now resident in Japan, partook of a 


sumptuous banquet at the Grand Hotel on 
Monday evening. 





———_—_—— 


A NuMBER of residents of Tokyo are prepar- 
ing a petition to be presented to the Diet for 
the removal of Mr. Miura, Maycr and Go- 
vernor of Tokyo. — 


Ir is stated that Mr. Tsuda, formerly Vice- 
President of the House of Representatives, will 
shortly be nominated by H.I.M. the Emperor 
a member of the House of Peers. 








THE weather of the past few days has been 
truly delightful, the westerly winds and bright 
sunshine being responsible for the genial tem- 
perature of the hours of daylight. 


Tue Chinese cook of the Hankow has been 
acquitted of the charge of manslaughter pre- 
ferred against him in H.B.M. Courtas a sequel 
to his fatal struggle with Li Fong, the cabin boy. 


EARTHQUAKES have been very frequent since 
the New Year: two severe quakes occurred on 
Thursday night and Friday morning in Yoko- 
hama and some feeble shocks were felt during 
the interval. 


THE import and export trade of Japan during 
last year amounted to yen 265,373,004 in value, 





Google 


Tue cruiser Suma, which was launched at 
Yokosuka in March last, will have her arma- 
ment completed in March next, and will at once 
make her steam trials. Her sister ship, the 
Akasht, will be launched in April or May next. 


Miss Broxuawm’s pupils will give a concert at the 
Public Hall on Saturday evening, January 18th, 
and on Wednesday, the 2gth, the Choral and 
Philharmonic Societies give their first concert 
for the season, the principal piece being Smart’s 
“ Bride of Dunkerron.” 


Tue authorities propose to erect three tem- 
porary observatories at Soya, Kitami Province; 
Mombetsu, Iburi Province; and Shibecha, 
Kushiro Province, Hokkaido, to take observa- 
tions of the total eclipse, which is to occur on. 
the goth of August next. ~ 





Reuter telegraphs:—The U.S. House of Re- 
presentalives has passed a Bond Bill empowering 
Mr. Carlisle, Secretary of the Treasury, to make 
an issue of Three per Cent. Bonds, by a majority 
of thirty-three—one hundred and sixty-nine 
voles against one hundred and thirty-six. H.M. 
the Sultan bas despatched Arif Pasha to St. 
Petersburg with costly presents for the Czar, 
and itis rnmoured that he has also been en- 
trusted with a special mission. There has been 
a decided rapprochement latterly between Tur- 
key and Russia, In consequence of an appeal 
from the leading inhabi:ants of the Transvaal, 
Doctor Jameson (Administrator of the Charter- 
ed Company) marched to Johannesburg on 
December 29 with 700 Chartered Police, who 
have been deteated with a heavy loss by a force 
of Boers; the latter’s loss was not heavy. A 
telegram has been received from the Emperor 
of Germany congratulating President Kruger, 
which action Great Britain considers to be most 
unfriendly, and increases the difficulty of the 
situation. 





— 


Tue Import trade is without notable change, 
and dealers do not yet appear to have turned 
their attention to business, though the holidays 
have at last come to an end. The Yarn trade 
is quiet, and in commencing another year it may 
be noted that Manchester singles of low quality 
and full size have now been displaced by the 
product of Japanese mills, the business done 
being in fine counts and ‘‘ gassed” Yarns. 
This trade, however, is very quiet. as also is that 
in Shistings and Fancy Cottons, and Woollens 
are in similar case. The Metal market is dull, 
and transactions are on a small scale, though 
prices are unchanged. There is nothing 
doing in Kerosene, but stocks are running 
low at the principal points of distribution and 
buyers must come into the market shortly with 
large orders. There is little change in the 
Sugar trade, prices being more or less irregular 
for Brown sorts, but tending generally in buyers’ 
favour. The Silk market is quiet, and prices 
are irregular and weak, while the Waste Silk 
business is stagnant. There have been a few 
small parcels of Tea bought, but the trade has 
assumed retail dimensions, Exchange has been 
fairly steady during the week, but rates declined 
@ point yesterday. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR |that the Government of the island has failed 


PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
ieee ee 


The most prominent topics discussed by the 
vernacular papers during the week are the fresh 


‘outbreak of insurrection in Formosa and the 
Address to the Throne, introduced in the House 
of Representatives by the Opposition. Owing 
to the secession of the National Unionists and 
the splitting up of the Constitutional Reformists, 
the fate of the Address had become a foregone 
conclusion. We shall not, therefore, weary our 
readers by reproducing the heated discussions 
appearing on this topic in the Opposition and 
pro-Government papers. The voice of the press 
in connexion with the other and more important 
affair, the fresh outbreak of insurrection in 
Formosa, is one of universal dissatisfaction, not 
unmixed with charges of incompetence against 
the Formosan Government. 


* 
* e 
The Nicht Nichi writes strongly about the 
\. police force of the new dominion, which it criti- 
cises as being made up of gendarmes newly 
“ organized, and of police officials attracted thi- 
ther merely by the higher rate of pay offered 
by the Government of Formosa. Such men 
,are not competent to deal with armed natives 
notorious for intractability, and that, too, in a 
place the topography of which is entirely un- 
known to these guardians of the peace, as is 
also the language of the people. No wonder 
that they fail to satisfactorily discharge their 
duty, and are unable to provide against fresh 
outbreaks of insurrection. 
urges the Government to carry out a radical 
reform in the personnel of the police by ap- 
pointing more experienced and abler men. 
Should the root of the troubles by which the 
Government of Formosa is continually harassed 
be on the opposite coast of China, as is generally 
‘ believed, there is all the more imperative neces- 
nity to appoint men with keener ears and eyes, 
so as to obtain exact facts and indeniable proofs, 
on the strength of which representations may 
be made to the Government of China. 
* 


a: 


a * 

The Xokumin finds fault, in similarly strong 
language, with the policy hitherto pursued by 
the Formosan Government. The administrative 
direction emanates from two distinct sources, 
one military, the other civil. The former has 
always been firm in nature but the latter leans 
towards moderation. The two have never been 
cordially céoperative. The Kokumin ascribes 
these new troubles to the moderate policy, and 
loudly insists on the necessity of replacing it by 
adininistrative measures of a more decisive 
character. There have been too much leniency 
and conciliation in Formosa, 
been found possible to check the-tse of opiwin ; 
or to make a singie Chinaman cut off his queue ; 
or to confiscate the property of a certain wealthy 
native whose rebellious conduct is notorious. In 
short, Formosa is a Japanese dominion only in 
name, in reality itis a place where the Chinese be- 
have asarbitrarily asever. The Governor-General 
of Formosa must be himself dissatisfied to see 
such a state of affairs. But some obstacle 
stands in his way. Endowed with great power 
of decision and calm judgment as Count Kaba- 
yama is, he would certainly strike out an effec- 
tive course were his hands free. The purifica- 
tion of Formosa from all germs of insubordin- 

ation is a matter of the most urgent importance, 
If the island is to be harassed with unceasing 
troubles even in times of peace, what will be its 
condition should Japan become involved in 
war with any foreign Power? To provide 
against such a contingency, any native that gives 
evidence of harbouring a spirit of insubordin- 
ation at the present juncture, should be driven 
out and his property confiscated. In short, the 
conditions qualifying natives to become Japan- 
ese subjects must be rigidly enforced. Both 
the Mainichi and the Zokyo Shimbun unite 
in condemning the Government of Formosa 
in connexion with the present trouble. The 
former does not hesitate to allege that there has 
been a want of due care in selecting officials, 
_ Offices in Formosa having been turned into 


a refuge for ruined spendthrifts. No wonder 


The Nichi Nichi 


It has not yet 










to successfully control the people placed under 
its Care, 
_/* «© 

The Choya has some pertinent remarks on the 
financial questions of the day. It treats first of the 
influence thai the Budget for the 2gth fiscal year 
will exercise on the general economy of the 
country. Setting out with the observation that 
although the new Budget shows a large increase 
both in revenues and expenditures, as compared 
with preceding years, still since the economic 
field is similarly extended—the amount of cur- 
rency in circulation, for instance, being more 
than 200 million yen at present—nv public in- 
convenience will be felt in consequunce of such 
a large development of the State’s incomings 
and outgoings. Of the various new projects 
framed by the Treasury those directly related 
to public economy are the taxation measures that 
the Government, in order to meet the deficit of 
revenue amounting to 14 million yes, has placed 
before the Diet. These measures, however, 
need not be discussed now, seeing that they 
have not yet been examined by the Diet, and it 
is uncertain whether they will become law. But 
there are in the Budget other important items, 
the influence of which will be deeply felt in the 
general economy. They are the appropriation 
of more than 40 million yes of the indemnity, 
and the floating of a loan of 150 million yer 
with the view of starting various important under- 
takings. On the whole, this appropriation from 
the indemnity will not greatly affect the Japanese 
public, since it will probably remain deposited 
in the Bank of England, to pay for the construc- 
tion of war-vessels and so forth, and for main- 
taining the Legations abroad. Such is not the 
case with the new loan. It is intended for 
undertaking of various railway projects, for esta- 
blishing an iron foundry, for enlarging the scope 
of the telephone business, and so forth. All such 
schemes are to extend over several years, and 
it will be sufficient to observe here how the parts 
to be carried out this year are likely to affect the 
public economy... The items to be defrayed dur- 
ing the 29th fiscal year are only three, as follow: 


Sum to be defray- 
Termof Total. ed this year, 
: years. yen. yen. 
Hokkaido Colonization 
Railway ccecsscceecsers 2 ... 1,178,331 903,200 
Improvement of Go- 


vernment Railways.. 6 ...26,553,000 4,500,000 
Extension of Telephone 


business 


7 «12,802,106 1,677,964 





Totals 40,533,437 7,081,164 


A sum of 7 millon yen in round numbers may 
therefore be considered ‘as the amount to be 
raised during the next fiscal year. On the 
other hand, the Government is this year has to 
disburse a sum of more than 21 million 
yen for the redemption of loans and the pay- 
ment of interest. Therefore the Choya con- 
cludes that the floating of the new loan will not 
much affect the general economy. In another 
article, the same paper strongly urges the 
Government to take steps to pay off the debt 
it owes to the Nippon Ginko as quickly as 
possible, otherwise the credit of the Bank’s 
convertible notes may be affected, and inestim- 
able disturbance may be created in the economy 
and finance of Japan. The issue of convertible 
notes beyond the ordinary limit and the decrease 
of the Bank’s specie reserves have introduced a 
critical element into the situation, as will be 
seen from the following table :— 


Issue beyond 


specie Reserve. ordinary limit, | ~ 
3895, Yen en, 
Oct. 28—Nov. 2. ... 66,190,690 ...... 26,263,565 


Nov, 12—-Nov. 16 ... 64,991,514 «10. 26,752,086 


Nov. 18—Nov. 23 ... 64,972,661 ...... 26,368,298 
Dec. 1—Dec. 7 ... 63,249,301 ...... 34,521.766 
Dec. 16—Dec. 21 ... 61,123,401 ...... 39,711,214 
Dec. 23—Dec. 28 60.558,454 wees. 46,163,089 


In other words, in less than two months the 
specie reserve has decreased by 5,632,236 yen, 
while, on the other hand, the issue of notes 
over and above the ordinary limit has increased 
by 19,899,524 yen. That isindeed an alarming 
state of affairs, and calls for prompt remedial 
measures, The notes still enjoy perfect credit 
mong the people, who presume that the Go- 
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vernment will redeem its debt to the Nippon 
Ginko by means of the indemnity. But it is 
high time that the step be taken. There is a 
reassuring rumour that the Government has de- 
cided to pay off the 50 million yen it borrowed 
from the Bank, and that steps in that sense will 
be taken at no distant date. The Choya earm- 
estly hopes that the news may prove correct. 
* ” * 

The ffi devotes no less than three leading 
articles in succession to discussing the problem 
of Japanese emigration. Starting with the pro- 
position that development of natural resources 
is generallycommensurate with the increase of 
population, our contemporary observes that, if 
Japan wishes to develop her resources and to 
promote her prosperity, she must, as England 
has done, induce her people to emigrate. In 


this respect the new dominion of Formosa, the | 


neighbouring countries of China, Korea, An- 


nam, Siain, the South Sea Islands, and the con- | 


tinent of South America are all places promis- 

ing success to those that are enterprising enough 

to emigrate. The $747¢ declares that, in en- 

couraging emigration, it entertains no such 

ambitious project as that formulated by some 

folks, namely, territorial aggrandisement. It 

simply aims at opening up lands not yet brought 

under cultivation, and, by developing the re- 

sources of various places, it seeks to promote 

commercial relations between them and Japan, 

To obtain territory from any other country is 

considered by the Fi a very uneconomical 

business, seeing that much expense is required 

to administer and protect the new acquisition, 

In that respect, the return of the Liaotung 

peninsula to its original owners may prove a 

financial blessing in political disguise. The 

demand that Japan preferred for Formosa 

as a prize of war was really based on 

strategical considerations. The last ques- 

tion propounded by the Fé7t in this context 

is whether the Japanese are suited for pur- 

poses of emigration. Our contemporary 
answers yes, on the ground that, like the Eng- 
lish, the Japanese strongly appreciate the charm , 
of one’s own home, and are, therefore com- 

paratively indifferent whether they live in their 

own country or abroad, so long as they have 
their families and their own fire-sides. Emi- 

gration to Hawaii has proved thoroughly suc- 
cessful. 

* . a) 

While admitting the urgent necessity of 
doubling the Tokaido trunk line, as the Go- 
vernment proposes to do, the Warniché has 
some complaints to bring to the notice of the 
Government railway authorities. The State 
railways are relatively stationary in development 
and their management is disfigured by many 
abuses, compared with that of private railways. 
They levy higher rates, are less punctual, and 
show less consideration in the treatment of pas- 
sengers, The Afainichsé gives an instance of a 
striking contrast between Japanese State rail- 
ways and European railways in respect of freight. 
A Certain person sent, some (ime ago, a quantity 
of goods to Paris. Freight amounting to 10 
yen was charged on the goods by the railway 
authorities for transport from Tokyo to Yoko- 
hama, whereas the total cost of carriage from 
Yokohama to Marseilles, and thence to Paris 
by rail, did not amount to more than 12 yen, 
Such a glaring discrepancy is altributed by the 
Mainichi to the negligence of the Railway Au- 
thorities who take no care to avail themselves. 
of new methods and improvements. 








EDITORIAL NOTES. 





A CHEQUE FOR NEARLY FIVE MILLIONS. 


AN umpretentious ceremony, says a London 
paper, which took place at the Bank of England 
at eleven o'clock on Saturday morning last 
(Nov. 16), afforded striking evidence of the fact 


that London is the centre. of the monetary .” 


world. 
of China and Japan, the former to hand_ over 
and the latter to receive a cheque for £ 4,900,000 
odd, the price of the evacuation of the Liaotung 
peninsula by the Japanese troops within three 


Here were assembled representatives . 


é 
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months of such payment. The uninitiated might 
have anticipated that the transaction would take 
place in coju, and that the Japanese representa- 
tives would take away their due in gold in a four- 
wheeled cab. Unfortunately, however, there 
are material difficulties in the way of such a 
primitive proceeding. A million sovereigns 

eigh 256,750 oz. lroy, which” may be roughly 
taken at between seven and eight tons avoir- 
dupois, so that allowing a ton as a fair load, 
some thirty-five vans would have been re- 
‘quired for the operation. The procedure adopted 
was therefore much simpler. Mr. Horace G. 
Bowen, the Chief Cashier of the Bank of 
England, was present with a cheque for 
£4,900,000, representing the gold which had 
been paid into the Bank to China’s credit. 
This cheque he handed to China’s represen- 
lative, who, with a grave bow, handed it t 
Japan’s representative, who handed it back to 
Mr. Bowen, who in his turn walked to another 
office and paid it in to the credit of the 
Japanese Government, where it will be until 
drawn against. A few weeks back a some- 
what similar procedure was gone through when 
China paid £8,000,000, on account of the 
£ 32,000,000 due to Japan as war indemnity, 
and thrice again it is to be presumed, these 
gentlemen will meet at the Bank and go through 
the same performance. Of the £37,000,000 
which will thus have been placed to the credit 
of Japan at the Bank of England, at least 
. £20,000,000 will, the Dasly Graphic states on 
good authorily, be spent om armaments, mainly 
|e ships, and of this amount a large propor- 
‘tion will go to British mayufacturers. 


CEYLON AND ITS CLIMATE. 


Mr. Doucras ARCHIBALD recently publish- 
ed a pamphlet drawing attention to the un- 
equalled climate of the hill-country of Ceylon, 
strongly advocating it as a sanatorium for con- 
valescent Anglo-Indians and Far Eastern re- 
sidents generally to whom a voyage to Europe 
would be out of the question, not alone on 
account of the distance but also becanse 
of climatic rigours. The author was former- 
ly a member of the Bengal Educational 
Service, and is a meteorologist of high re- 
pute. It is curious to find that Ceylon em. 
braces almost all the most desirable climates in 
the world. New Zealand is represented by 
Nuwara Eliya ; Soath Queensland or the Cape 
by Bandarawela ; Sydney by Hatton with a few 
inches of rain Jess; Cairo, with its hot summer 
expunged, by Kandy, and that while this latter 
station has a suminer heat no greater than Rome 
or Madrid; the winter cold of Nuwara Eliya is 
no greater than the summer heat of Edinburgh. 


A FOREIGNER ASSAULTED IN KOBE. 

Mr. Wiccxens, of Kobe, was seriously assaulted 
by some Japanese in Kobe about eleven o’clock 
on New Year’s Day. It appears that his atten- 
tion was called to a street disturbance in which 
a coolie, much under the influence of drink, 
was striking a coloured man—who lay upon the 
ground—upon the head with a heavy piece of 
board. Mr. Wilckens called to the coolie to 
desist from his attack, and upon the latter re- 
fusing, managed to get the board away from 
him. Then some Japanese attacked Mr. 
Wilckens from behind, throwing him down, 
whereupon the first mentioned coolie struck him 
a severe blow on the back of his head with the 
board, that he had again become possessed of. 
Upon the Japanese police being informed of the 
affair, they placed Mr. Wilckens under arrest, 
and he remained in custody until Mr. Thiel, of 
the German Consulate, who had been sent for, 
arrived, whereupon the police released him. A 
representation has been made to the German 
Consul, Mr. von Krencki, and doubtless more 
will be heard of this affair. 








BARTHQUAKES. 

A CONSIDERABLE portion of Japan was shaken up 
on Thursday night, and the shock felt in Yoko- 
hamaatabout half. past ten was sufficiently strong 
and prolonged to drive many persons into the 
open. A peculiarity of this movement was 
that it commenced at one point of the compass 
and veered, finishing at another, the result be- 





ing that hanging lamps, after swaying for some 
lime evenly, assumed a circular motion in con- 
sequence of the seismic force changing from a 
nostherly to a westerly direction. During the 
night several short and weak shocks occurred, 
and at about five o’clock thig morning a quake 
took place that must have roused many persons 
somewhat before it was desirable. No damage 
has been reported in Yokohama, but in view of 
the fact that the movement last night is reported 
by telegraph this morning from Hokkaido, 
it is plain that the disturbance covered an 
area that has seldom if ever been surpassed 
in extent since records have been kept, and 
there is a possibility that damage remains to be 
reported from a distance, 





JAPANESE CALLERS AND THEIR DRESS. 

HE writer of Stray Notes in the Kobe Chronicle, 
comments in the following fashion upon a 
phenomena happily not confined to Kobe :— 
‘“The older residents cannot have failed to 
notice this New Year what a large number of 
Japanese had abandoned foreign costume and 
reluced. ta thelr national dregs. A few years 
ago every Japanese who could afford do so put 
on foreign-cut garments, and ancient-looking top 
hats were all the rage. Now I am thankful to 
say the top hat has almost disappeared, and the 
more becomitig ceremonial dress has taken the 
place of trousers and frock-coat for the custo- 
mary New Year visit. Every one who has any 


feeling for art must be pleased that, whatever 


the reason, Japanese are returning to their vastly 
gnore becoming national costume.” 


“DESTROYING A DERBLICT. 


On the second day out from Hongkong, this 
voyage, the O. & O. steamer Coptic sighted a 
large dismasted Chinese sea-going junk. She 
hove to and sent a boat’s crew on board. No 
person was found on the junk, but a quantity of 
fresh water and potatoes were in the hold and 
store-lockers. From the appearance of the junk 
it was hazarded that the crew had left within 
twenty-four hours of the Copféic’s sighting her. 
Captain Lindsay in the interests of navigation 
generally had the junk set on fire, and she soon 
burnt to the water’s edge. The Coptic holds 
the record, we believe, by some 18 minutes for 
the run between Nagasaki and Hongkong, at 
least so far as the American mail companies 
are concerned. 7 


FOREIGN BANKS AND FIXED DBPOSITS. 


Tur Kobe Chronicle ot Friday says:—‘‘On 
reference to the advertisement of the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank, it will be seen that the 
standing announcement of the rates of interest 
on fixed deposits has been withdrawn. This, 
we believe, is preliminary to a general reduction 
of interest on fixed deposits by the foreign banks 
doing business in this country, a joint under- 
standing having been come to in the matter. 
Concurrently, we presume, the rate of interest 
on overdrafts, &c., will be reduced, so that the 
change will in the end be to the advantage of 
business, cheap money always assisting trade.” 





UNITBD STATES CONSULATE-GENBRAL. 
Unrit further notice (Jan. 13) the following 
tariff is established for tbe collection of fees at 
this office. Invoices should be made out in 
silver yen, which, for the purpose of this notice, 
are estimated as equivalent to fifty-two and 
nine-tenths ($0.539) cents, U.S. Currency :— 


Yen. 
For Invoice Certificate.........cccccesesceeees 4-73 
For Extra Copy of Invoice.....ccccceeeeees 3.78 
For Currency Certificate........ccccccceecees 1.89 
For Landing Certificate ......cccccecesceeses 4-73 
For Bill of Health.......ccccccccecscceeee. eee 4-73 
For Endorsement to Bill of Health ....., -O4 
For Personal Effects Certificate.,.......... .94 
For Emigration Manifest .......ccccccecese 47 


THB ‘‘ CATTERTHUN.” 
A SypNky correspondent writes:—-It was re- 
cently asserted that the sunken rock on which 
the Catserthun had foundered had been dis- 
covered. It appears that Captain Clayton, a 
well-known North Coast seaman, who lately 
returned to Newcastle from a fishing cruise of 
several days, slated that while off the Seal Rocks 
he found what he believed to be the rock on 
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which the ill-fated steamer Catterthun struck. 
It was in position some two or three miles from 
where the fishermen described the locality of 
the uncharted rock. It was low tide at the time, 
and the water was clear and the rock was plainly 
visible in three and a half fathoms. Judging 
by the broken state of the rock the Caslerthun 
must have been steering east at the time. Captain 
Clayton was firmly of opinion that the wreck lies 
in shallow water. That is to say sufficiently 
so to allow of divers procuring at least the 
£10,000 of gold and other valuables. Sub- 
sequent enquiries showed that the rock had 
been charted during the search for the wreck, 
which his in deeper water than assumed by 
Captain Clayton. The deep sea diving ap- 
paratus will arrive in Sydney within the next 
few weeks, and early in March an effort will 
be made to recover the gold, and possibly the 
mails, lost in the wreck. 


THE BURNING OF THE OSAKA LAW COURTS. 
Tue Osaka Law Courts were in great part de- 
stroyed by fire on Saturday night, originated 
it is believed by the upsetting of burning 
embers collected from Asbaché by one of the 
attendants. The alarm must have been long 
delayed; the General Offices of the Appeal 
Court were hopelessly involved and the fire had 
spread widely within when the first tongue of 
flame was seen through a back-window up- 
stairs and help was summoned. Efforts were 
promptly directed towards saving the Court's 
records and many valuable documents, and after 
several narrow escapes to individual salvors, 
generally police-officers, these endeavours proved 
very successful. Special attempts were made 
also, even at evident risk of life, to save the 
Emperor’s portrait, but these were fruitless. It 
is said that none of the proceedings in the 
Court need be stayed on account of the losses 
in this fire; and provision will be made at the 
earliest possible moment for the temporary ac- 
comodation of the large staff of officials to 
resume their work. One of the finest buildings 
in Osaka has thus been in great part destroyed. 
Work thereon was commenced in April, 1887, 
and completed in December, 1888, at a total 
cost of 106,870 yen. The 21 Courts, 47 offices, 
and rooms innumerable occupied a site of 6,523 
tsubo, the principal building covering 869 ¢sudo. 
Eighteen engine-hose were used and six stand- 
pipes in addition in fighting the flames; the 
force and supply of water seems to have been 
first-rate. Five persons were rather seriously 
injured, but no life was lost.—Ayogo News. 


MR. SIMS RKEBVBS AS A MUSIC HALL SINGER. 


It is indeed a sign of the times and an earnest 
of the better things that now prevail, that Mr. 
Sims Reeves, the veteran tenor, is drawing large 
crowds to the London Empire, that invariably 
give him an enthusiastic reception. A writer in 
the Sketch says: ‘‘Itis strange to see the effect 
of his appearance, to hear the hitherto con- 
tinuous murmur of conversation die away, to 
watch the rapt attention with which Mr. Sims 
Reeve’s songs are received. The Empire 
audiences are not sentimental ; they are accus- 
tomed to riots of colour and harmony, to feats 
in which skill and danger are eqaally apparent, 
to songs in which ties more food for laughter 
than thought. But when the famous tenor faces 
them, when he fills the clouded air with the sweet 
notes of ‘Tom Bowling,” or ‘Come into the 
garden, Maud,” there is an attention that is 
almost pathetic. Time has dealt gently with 
the singer; it has reduced the volume of his 
voice, and yet Jeft the style, the purity, and the 
sweetness unimpaired.” 


THE CANADIAN BOOK DUTIES. 

A CIRCULAR has recently been issued by the 
Customs Department at Ottawa to the local col- 
lectors, stating that atthe different ports the ad 
valorem duly of 124 per cent. on reprints of 
English copyright books will no longer be 
collected, and that the duty will be at the tariff 
rate of six cents per pound. 


SUEZ CANAL DIVIDEND. 
Tue Paris correspondent of Zhe Zimes states 
that the Suez Canal Company has declared an 
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interim dividend of 27} francs. This is the 
same rate of distribution as that made a year 
ago. It maybe noted that the price of Suez 
Canal shares during the last year touched the 
highest price ever recorded, touching at one 
time 163%. The latest quotation is about 1224, 
there having been some fall—not much—in 
sympathy with the weakness generally. This 
price, however, is only about 14 below the 
highest recorded in 1894. 


U.S. GOLD. 
Over the signature of Admiral McNair, dated 
January 5th, the following Squadron Circular, 
No. 1, has been issued from the flagship 
Olympia :— 
By authority of the Honorable the Secretary of 
the Navy, the following values are announced for 
“the quarter ending March 7 i 1896 :-— 


Imperial Japanese yen, Gold.........08 $0 997 
Imperial Japanese yer, Silver .....006 0.529 
0.533 


Mexican Dollar..........ccccescecensnsseeees 


FRESH WAR-SHIPS POR THE BAST. 
Amoncst the men-of-war shortly due in the 
Far East are the Austrian cruiser Alda/ross, the 
Russian cruisers Dimitré Donskot aud Grosta- 
stchy, to reinforce the Pacific Squadron. An 
Italian Squadron under the command of Rear- 
Admiral Lubrano was also under orders to 
leave Spezzia in December for the waters of 
the Far East. 





DEATHS OF FORMER SHANGHAI REsIDENTS. 
News has been received at Shanghai of the death 
of Mr. A. Robinson, formerly a wellknown 
solicitor there, much respected, and for many 
years legal Adviser to the Municipal Council. 
The death is also announced of Mr. E. G. 
Lowe, formerly a well-known resident of Shang- 
hai, and a former partner in the firm of Messrs. 
Fearon, Lowe & Co. | 


MISS MARIR CORELLI AND HBR CRITICS. 
Miss Marie Cork tt is always severe upon her 
critics, and in her last few books has discount- 
ed their utterances in advance by flogging them 
mercilessly in her prefaces. With her latest 
book, ‘The Sorrows of Satan,” she takes a 
slightly different line, refusing to send out a 
copy of the work for review. The critics have 
retaliated by dubbing her my Lady of Gus. 


RINDERPEST AT YOKOHAMA. 
Eceven cows belonging to Takenouchi Kin- 
zaburo, a milk dealer at Ota, Yokohama, were 
attacked by rinderpest on the 2nd inst. Take- 
vouchi will lose over ye# 8,000 if the cattle have 
to be killed. 


*‘ PRAR’S ANNUAL.” 
Turee weeks before publishing day, November 
25, Messrs. Pears announced that their Annual 
for 1895 was sold out. 


H.M.S. “ BDGAR.” 
An Admiralty order has been issued directing 
a draft of supernumeraries to take passage to 
Chinain Her Majesty's cruiser Zmmorialité for 
service in the first class cruiser Edgar. 





HONOURS FOR MR. YU KENG. 
H.E. Yt Kine, the Chinese Minister to Japan, 
has been made a Junior Director of the Imperial 
Stud, by an edict of the 26th December. 


ee _— 


THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 
—_—___—_—____ 

The National Unionists, in reply to a pro- 
posal from the Opposition that they should 
support the Address to the Throne on the sub- 
ject of Ministerial Responsibility, have replied 
—according to the ¥:jf Shimpo—that they 
could not possibly think of supporting the Ad- 
dress before the various measures of national 
importance have passed, not only the Lower 
House, but also the Upper. They add that, 
even after the passage of those measures, they 
should not be disposed to advocate such an 
Address at the risk of the House’s dissolution. 
The Address, it has finally been decided, is to 
come up for discussion on the 9th inst. 
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THE ADDRESS TO THE THRONE. 
— -——--}>— 
It is not surprising to learn that a difference 
of opinion exists among the politicians of the 
Opposition with regard to the violent and il- 
logical Address 0 the Throne now awaiting 
discussion in the Lower House. According to 
the Fiji Shimpo, the conduct of matters con- 
nected with the Address has nominally been 
entrusted to ten metnbers of the Opposition in 
the House of Representatives, who will use their 
own discretion as to the time of bringing up 
the Address for debate. But it appears that 
this policy of dilly-dally does pot meet with 
general approval among the various parties 
forming the Opposition. The majority, indeed, 
are said to be in favour of postponing the debate 
until after the various measures of national 
importance, introduced by the Government, 
have passed the Diet. Buta strenuous and re- 
solute minority are totally against any such 
postponement, and are employing every means 
in their power to win over to their view other 
members of the Opposition. Thus there isa 
probability that if the measure be introduced 
at au early stage of the session, it will lose 
the support of many members otherwise 
in favour of it; whereas, if it be postponed, dis- 
sensions are likely to break out in the ranks of 
the Opposition, It seems to us very singular 
that there should be any hesitation on such a 
subject. Ifthe Address had not been placed 
in the hands of the President of the House of 
Representatives, and consequently printed and 
distributed among the members, the Opposi- 
tion might be justified in introducing it at a 
late stage of the session, though even then they 
would find themselves in the illogical position 
of impeaching the Cabinet for acts committed 
long before the commencement of a session 
during a great part of which they had sat and 
voted quietly for measures introduced by that 
same Cabinet. Such a position, however, would 
not compare with that in which they will find 
themselves if, having openly arraigned the Go- 
vernment, they tamely continue their legislative 
work without putting their arraignment to the 
test of discussion and voting. Parliamentary 
history furnishes no precedent for that kind of 
vacillation. The Address to the Throne now 
lying before the House of Representatives is an 
emphatic declaration of want of confidence 
in the Cabinet, and the signatories and suppor- 
ters of the Address are bound, not only morally 
but also by all precedents of parliamentary 
procedure, (o press for a settlement of that 
question before approaching any others. There 
is also another point which, though quite con- 
clusive, seems to have escaped the notice of the 
critics. In the closing lines of the Address we 
find these words :—‘‘ Impressed with the fact 
that difficulties are fast multiplying in the East, 
it is the humble opinion of the undersigned and 
others that no measure is more urgently required 
under the circumstances than to settle the 
question of past maladministration and make 
the Ministers of State resign their portfolios.” 
“No measure is more urgently required.” After 
that declaration, how can the discussion of the 
Address be deliberately postponed for the sake 
of discussing other measures? Unless the 
politicians of the Opposition are prepared to 
stultify themselves altogether, they have no 
choice, it seems to us, but to bring up the Ad- 
dress for immediate debate. 





— 


ff THE NAGOYA DESERTERS. 
—_—__@_______—_ 

The twenty-six soldiers that deserted from 
the first Company of the 19th Regiment of the 
Third Division at Nagoya, on the 27th ultimo, 
were arrested the following day. They are said 
to have resisted apprehension and to have 
caused a considerable commotion. The cause 
f their desertion, as already related, was dis- 
Palisfaction at the rewards given to them for 
ervices rendered during the war. 
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TOKYO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND DIRECT FOREIGN TRADE. 
+> - Sete. Cae 


That the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, in 
compliance with a request from the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Commerce, made 
investigations into, and reported upon, the sub- 
ject of direct foreign trade, has already been 
mentioned in these columns, We may now 
refer once more to the matter, as fuller informa- 
tion has been made public about the report 
submitted by the Chamber. The points on 
which a report was required by the Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce were as follow :— 


t—=The names of the companies, firms, or in- 
dividuals that have been engaged in direct trade, 
export and import, with the countries of Europe 
and America since the beginning of the present 
era; the articles exported by them; the capital 
employed by them; the countries to which exports 
have been sent by them; and the method of busi- 
ness followed by them. 


2.—The practices in vogue among these direct 
traders as to exchange, orders, warehousing, in- 
surance, and transportation, 


3.-—The dates at which these direct traders com- 
menced their business ; whether any of them have 
given up the business, and if so, for what reasons, 

4—The principal causes operating injuriously 
against the success of direct foreign trade. 

5.—The measures that should be taken in futuca 
for the development of direct trade, 


On the 27th of November, 1894, the communi- 
Cation containing these queries was addressed to 
the Chamber of Commerce, and the subject re- 
mained under investigation by the Commercial 
Section of the Chamber for about a year, the 
report being completed only some weeks ago. 
The results of investigations on the first three 
points mentioned above were presented in the 
form of elaborate tables, but they are not made 
public, only the portions relating to the last two 
points being published. Under the heading 
‘ Principal causes operating injuriously against 
the success of direct foreign trade,” the follow- 
four points are enumerated :— 

1.—Imperfection of banking facilities. At pre- 
sent the Specie Bank of Yokohama is the only 
institution of the kind available to persons engag- 
ed in direct trade, and complaints are very fre 
quently raised against its business methods. 

2.— She high rate of interest on money in Japan. 
In foreign countries, the rates range between 3 
and 6 per cent., but here the prevailing rate is at 
lowest 7 or 8 per cent. ‘The Specie Bank charges 
6 percent. when goods are hypothecated as se- 
curity, but under any othec circumstances it de- 
mands higher rates. 

3.—Those engaged in direct trade are not well 
informed about the condition of commerce in 
foreign countries. 

4.—Want of uniformity, and a tendency to de- 
terioration in quality, in the manufactures export- 
ed from Japan, 


As to the measures necessary for the develop- 
ment of direct trade, the Tokyo Chamber of 
Commerce makes the following suggestions :-— 


1.—An increase in the number of Consulates, 
and the exercise of greater care in selecting Con- 
suls. The protection of Consuls is essential to 
those engaged in business in foreign countries, 
and Consular reports are a sort of compass by 
which traders should direct their business opera- 
tions. There are a number of important trade 
centres where no Japanese Consulate is to be 
found, while among Japanese Consuls abroad some 
are not acquainted with commercial conditions. 
It is impossible for such Consuls to make intelli- 
gent observations upon the state of trade in the 
respective countries or districts where they are 
stationed, and to prepace repoits serviceable to 
business men at home, 

2.—The opening of banking facilities. The 
Specie Bank, now the only bank to which direct 
traders cau have recourse, is obviously inadequate 
forthe purpose. More banks should be established 
on similarlines. Competition between these banks 
would be productive of beneficial results, especially 
in lowering the rate of interest. 

3.—The education of men so that they shall be 
well acquainted with the condition of business in 
foreign countries. 

4.—The extension and improvement of the 
Customs Houses. The present Customs Houses 
were established while the trade of the country’s 
commerce was still in a state of infancy, and their 
arrangements are in several respects unsuited to 
the present state of things. The hours for the de- 
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livery of goods, for instance, are too short, and the 
warehouse tariff is too high. Still more serious 
are the inconveniences attending the re-export of 
imported commodities. It is of urgent importance 
that improvements should be made in these and 
other respects, 
5.—The Government’s orders for foreign-made 
articles should be entrusted to Japanese merchants 
as far as possible; and the official procedure 
usually observed in the purchase of foreign a:ticles 
should be simplified as much as possible. 
6.—The extension of steam toutes to foreign 
ports. 
7.—The establishment of sample bazaars, so that 
the Japanese meichants may be made acquainted 
wilh manufactures and produce, domestic as well 
as foveign, 
8.—Steps should be taken to secure uniformit 
of manufactures and prevent deterio: ation of thet 
quality, 
Comnienting on the subject, the Xesai Zasshi 
criticises both the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Commerce and the Chamber of Commerce, the 
former for seeking to pervert official influence so 
as to interfere with the natural growth of trade, 
and the latter for relying upon the protection of 
the Government for what should be worked out 
by the unaided efforts of private business men. 
If direct trade be more profitable for the country 
than the present method of buying and selling 
through the medium of foreign merchants in 
the Settlements, its growth will require no arti- 
ficial help. Inthe Xessai’s opinion, the best 
course is to leave the matter to its own fate. 
Our weekly contemporary severely blames the 
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce for relying upon 
the protection of the Government. Special re- 
ference is made to the recommendation bearing 
upon the value of Consular reports, and to their 
comparison with a compass guiding the mari- 
ner’s course. The Chamber of Commerce at- 
taches too much importance to Consuls and 
their reports. In the Ke/sa#’s opinion, every 
kind of official protection should be avoided in 
the field of commerce as in that of industry. 
The proper course for the Japanese merchants 
would be to begin with direct export and by 
degrees to extend their operations to the import 
business. 


The Xeiszi seems to discuss this matter with 
all its usual soundness, If Japanese merchants 
essay foreign trade on the hypothesis that they 
are (o be guided by the reports of Consuls, they 
will find themselves left very far behind in the 
contest. Consular trade reports are not without 
their value. They possess great interest as pub- 
lic documents, and furnish good material to 
statisticians and historians. But does the 
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce know how 
British Consular trade reports, for example, are 
compiled? Apparently the Chamber imagines 
that British Consuls have a close acquaintance 
with all the tradal affairs conducted in their dis- 
tricts, and that, when the time comes to write 
their reports, they can sit down and prepare an 
accurate summary of the course of business 
during the twelve months, No conception could 
be more erroneous, The Consul does not 
evolve the matter for his report out of his own 
observations. A shrewd, highly educated man, 
accustomed to deal with the official technicalities 
of trade and probably taking a keen interest in 
the business carried on by his nationals, he is 
often in a position to make useful and clever 
comments on the things falling under his notice. 
But it is to the merchant, that he goes for in- 
formation wherewith to compile his report. It 
is on the merchant that he depends for his con- 
ception of the tradal history of any particular 
period. In fact, the more sensible he is the 
more closely does he adhere to what the mer- 
chant tells him. Hence it is an absolute perver- 
sion of the true order of things to suppose that 
the merchant should look for guidance to the 
Consul’s report: the exact converse is the prac- 
tical fact, 

As to the suggestion that the Government's 
orders for foreign articles should be given to 
Japanese, that is mixing up sentiment and trade 
ina very short-sighted manner. The Govern- 
ment’s duty to the country is to procure what- 
ever the State requires in the cheapest market, 
and through the most trustworthy channels. If 
a Japanese firm be in a position to put ina 


tender as low as that of any foreign firm, and 
may be trusted to implement the contract as 
satisfactorily, the preference might fairly be 
given tothe Japanese firm. But if the public 
exchequer reaps any advantage by recourse to 
foreign agents, then the Government has no 
manner of right to tax the whole nation in the 
nterests of a particular native merchant, or 
company of native merchants, by giving to the 
latter orders that the former undertakes to exe- 
cute more cheaply. We are astonished that the 
Tokyo Chamber of Commerce—especially since 
the disastrous experience garnered in connec- 
tion with the pipes for the Tokyo Waterworks 
is still fresh in public memory—should have 
embodied such a recommendation in its report. 








RAILWAPS IN HORKAIDO. 
-_—_—__—___—_-—__—__ — 

The big new company, calling itself the 
Hokkaido Colonization Railway Company, is 
apparently progressing with ils organization. 
The promoters are to hold a general meeting on 
the 8th instant. Their programme is said to 
be on avery extensive scale. The capital is 
fixed at 30 milllon yen, divided into six hundred 
thousand shares of fifty yen each. Six lines of 
railway are contemplated, namely :— 


1—A line starting from Asai-kawa in Ishikari 
province and te:mminating at Hakodate, with a 
branch line from Shintotsu-kawa to Suna-kawa; 
a total length of 261 miles. 

2.—A line from Asai-kawa in Ishikasi province, 
terminating at Nemuro; a total length of 240 miles, 

3.-—A line starting from Asai-kawa in Ishikari 
province and terminating at Soya in Kitami 
province; a total length of 180 miles. 

4.—A line from Asai kawa in Ishikari province 
to Hamanai in Kushiro province; a total length of 
222 miles, 

5-—A line from Uryo in Ishikati province to 
Masuke in Teshio province; a total distance of 
28 miles. 

6.—A line from Kameda in Toshima province 
to Vezashi, in the same province, a total length 
of 50 miles. 


Thus the aggregate length of the roads to be 
laid is g81 miles, and the capital being 30 mil- 
lions, it would seem that the total cost of con- 
struction is estimated at about thirty thousand 
yen per mile. As to time of construction, the 
first line is to be begun immediately on the final 
establishment of the company and is to be 
finished within 5 years ; the second will be com- 
menced in the third year from the Company's 
establishment and finished in a space of 10 
years ; the third will be commenced in the tenth 
year and finished in 7 years; the fourth will be 
commenced in the twelfth year and finished in 
8 years; the fifth will be commenced in the 17th 
year and finished in 3 years ; and the sixth will 
be commenced in the eighteenth year and 
finished in 2 years. It thus appears that the 
enterprise is to be extended over a period of 
twenly years, which fact greatly mitigates the 
danger of fixing so much floating capital. The 
estimated profits on the six lines are:—On 
the first, 3.5 per cent.; On the second, 2.3 per 
cent.; on the third, 1.8 percent. ; on the fourth, 
2.1 per cent.; on the fifth, 3.1 per cent. ; and 
on the sixth, 4.3 per cent. We presume that, 
since Japanese capitalists can scarcely be ex- 
pected to invest their money on such terms, the 
Government will be asked to give a guarantee, 
It is a bold project, and although such an im. 
mense increase of facilities of communication 
must greatly help to develop Hokkaido, we 
find difficulty in believing that the enterprise is 
not premature, 


SHIPS. 
+ 

The new men-of-war on account of which 
appropriations are asked for in the Budget for 
next fiscal year, number only six, namely, 
two line-of-battle ships and four first class 
cruisers, the total cost being 47,154,576 yen. 
But it is understood that these constitute only 
the first installment of the naval increase, and 
that further sums will be asked for next yéar. 
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TROOPS FOR FORMOSA. 
~o—_-_- — 


ese (o be obliged to send another force to For. 
mosa just as they have brought back the troops 
that subjugated the island. It is well under- 
stood, of course, that Formosa must ultimately 
have a garrison of its own. Some months ago, 
we mentioned thal {wo uew Divisions were likely 
to be specially organized for permanent service 


It is a disheartening business for the Japan- é 


there, and nothing, so far as we know, has # 


occurred to modify that programme. But to 
all appearances there was no occasion for any 
hasty carrying out of the project. The com- 
paratively small force left in the island on the 
return of the expeditionary army seemed amply 
sufficient to preserve order after the drastic 
measures that had been adopted to establish 
Japanese authority. Now, however, it becomes 
suddenly necessary to despatch a body of men 
with all celerity. Orders in that sense were 
issued from Head-quarters to the Seventh Bri- 
gade of the Fourth Division (Osaka) on the 
4th instant. A mixed brigade was to be formed, 
consisting of the 8th and oth Regiments of in- 
fantry, a battery of mountain artillery, a com- 
pany of engineers, and some cavalry, the whole 
to be under the command of Major-General 
Okubo, Commandant of the Seventh Brigade, 
his chief of staff being Lieut.-Colonel Muda. 
It is said that all necessary preparations, in 


compliance with these orders, were completed -~ 


withi 
to embark on the afternoon of the sth instant. 
It had to await, however, the arrival of Lieut;- 
Colonel Tojo, a Staff officer of the General 
Head- quarters, who left Tokyo by the 9.40 train 
on the Sth instant, carrying final instructions. 








ee 


' PREDICTIONS. 

ee eee teen 
It is the fashion with fools to be prophets, 
says an old adage. Yet, when a journal like 
the Fai Shimpo undertakes to predict,sowe of 


n Ay hours, and that the brigade was ready ~~ 


the chief events of the year just opening, the.” 


forecast is worth ¢onsideration. Here, then, 
are Our Contemporary’s predictions :— 


The Responsibility Address to the Throne wiil 
be defeated. 


Viscount Miura will be acquitted of any crimi- 
nal offence. 


Mr. Miura, Governor of Tokyo, will resign, 

Messrs. Hamano and Nishiyama (now held in 
custody on accounts of the Tokyo waterworks 
frauds) will be found guiltless. 

Marquis Ito will go out of office. 


There will bea slight split in the tanks of the 
Liberals. 


7~ 


The Opposition will endeavour to form one great _ 


patty, but will fail. 


The Tai Wén-Kun will invite Viscount Miura 
to Korea, but the Japanese Government will not 
allow him to go. 


The Stock Exchange will pay a dividend of 120 
per cent, for the past half-year. 


A joint stock company will be founded for deves 
loping the resources of Formosa. 


The Tokyo papers will contain antdvertisement 
that Marquis Ito will deliver a lecture in the Kine 
kikan, and a contradiction will be inserted on the 
following day. 

A great bear (Russia) will make its appearance 
inthe Liaotung peninsula and eat the dry bones 
of the Chinese soldiers. 


There will be much talk of the members of the 
Railway Council having accepted bribes. 

There will be a cholera epidemic. 

It will be all the fashion to visit Europe by 
steamers of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

There will be failures among the newly establish- 
ed life insurance companies, 

Railway shares will fall, and eiphteén merchants 
of Osaka will become bankrupt. 

There will be an epidemic of headaches among 
the big merchants, and a medicine for alleviating 
it forthwith will be invented. 

Many persons will visit Furmosa for purposes 
of investigation. 

The shares of the Tanko Company will rise to 
150 yor. 
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ALLEGED BRIBERY. 
—_—____¢@—_______ 


The Mainichi Shimbun publishes one of those 
irresponsible and sensational paragraphs that 
deprive many Japanese journals of all title to be 
seriously considered. It alleges that among 
private civil suits instituted in recent years, the 
Kakuishi case involves the largest sum of money 
on record, and that wholesale bribery has been 
resorted to in connection with it, one of the 
parties having expended a hundred thousand 
yen in that way, and the other, fifty thousand. 
Men of rank, too, are concerned in the iniquity, 
among them being a Count and a Viscount, the 
former of whom received four thousand yes, as 
will assuredly be shown when the case comes 
up for public trial. Many others have pocketed 
sums from a hundred yen upwards. That is 
the Mainichs’s story. We are curious to see 
bow far facts corroborate it. Experience has 
hitherto shown that such tales, when sifted 
down, have very few grains of truth. 


AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENTS. 
—_— Oo —_ 


Some years ago—about 1887-8, if we remem- 


| ber rightly—Count Inouye, who then happened 


to be without a portfolio, devoted himself to 
investigating the agricultural condition of the 
country, and came to the conclasion that one 


: of the chief difficulties standing in the way of 
' profitable farming, was the extreme smallness 


» 
1 


* 


wf. 


j 


of the areas into which cultivated districts were 
parcelled out, and the fact that the same 
farmer's holding was often divided into several 
little lots separated by more or less wide spaces 
belonging to other owners or tenants. This 
question appears to have been taken up vigor- 
ously by the present Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce, doubtless at the instance of 
the Vice-Minister, Mr. Kaneko, one of the 
shrewdest and most practical reformers in Japan. 
Strong suggestions were addressed tothe farmers 
that they should enlarge their rice-fields, making 


> one fan (a quarter of an acre) the smallest 


° 


unit; that they should remove, as far as 


* possible, all the paths separating fields ; and that 


wherever holdings ‘Were entangled, exchanges 
should be made so as to make continuous 


-all the lots constituting one farm. We read in 


ra 


we 


4d 
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the vernacular press that these suggestions have 
been carried into practice in a district of Ishi- 
kawa Prefecture, the result being that a space 
formerly affording only 50 cho (125 acres) for 
purposes of rice culture, now affords 51 cho 
(127% acres). Steps are in progress to follow 
the same system in Aichi and other prefectures. 
It is calculated that if the Department’s advice 
were followed throughout the whole country, 
the total yield of rice would be increased by 13 
million 4oku, representing a value of about 10 
million yen. Increments of arable land obtained 
by applying these improvements receive exemp- 
tion from taxation for a period of thirty years. 





PARTICULARS OF THE LOSS OF THE 
FAPANESE WAR-SHIP “ KORE.” 
————_—_—_@—_______ 


The metropolitan papers give some details 
about the loss of the warship Kohe# (originally 
the Kwang-ping), on the strength of informa- 
tion furnished by a mate of the Kumamoto 
Maru, which vessel was sent at the time to the 
scene of the disaster to assist the sufferers. The 
Kohei started from the Bay of Makung in Fisher 
Island for Pachiki-tao, one of the Pescadores 
group, on the 2rst ultimo, having on board the 
Governor of the Island and his suite, 36 in all. 
As the crew of the vessel consisted of 160 men, 
she carried that day 196 souls. Weighing an- 
chor at nine in the morning, she proceeded to- 
ward her destination, distant about ro leagues. 
The wind was high and the sea very rough. 
While steering toward a place about 1} leagues 
off Tsie-shan on Newell (?) Island, which lies 
of the eastern extremity of another island 
called Ts’ang, she suddenly struck a sunken 
sock. This happened at 11.53 a.m. The 
crew did all they could to save the vessel, but 
to no purpose, the pumps being quite unable to 
cope with the leak. Not a moment was to be 
lost in taking steps to save life. First the Go- 


‘island was more than 50 leagues 


vernor and his suite, together with the pay- 
master, surgeon, and others not directly con- 
necled with the navigation of the vessel, were 
put into the only two immediately available 
boats. These made for Pachiki-tao, which 
was in sight, and, after considerable difficulty, 
succeeded in reaching that island. But it 
proved no easy task for the seamen to row back 
to the ship for the purpose of rescuing the men 
clustered on the deck, so rough was the sea. 
In the meanwhile, the ship filled so rapidly that 
while the boats were still struggling against the 
mountainous waves, she sank. It was now 47 
minutes past 1p.m. The boats at last succeed- 
ed in reaching the scene of the disaster and 
in picking up a considerable number of the 
crew that were struggling in the water. As the 
ship was about to sink, 29 of the crew, consist- 
ing of 5 lieutenants, some warrant-officers, and 
a number of sailors, got into another boat that 
remained in the ship, their intention being to 
row either to Pachiki or Ts’ang. But, being 
already quite exhausted, they had no strength to 
combat the waves, and could only leave the boat 
to drift at the mercy of the sea. By extra- 
ordinary good fortune, at about noon on the 
next day, the boat stranded on a small is- 
land situated to the south of Pachiki. There 
they landed, numbed with cold and starving. 
The island is but thinly inhabited by poor 
fishermen whose chief subsistence is dried 
sweet potatoes. On this miserable diet the 29 
ship-wrecked men passed four days, by which 
lime the sea having become comparatively 
calm, they set off (December 25th) in a 
junk and reached Pachiki. More than 100 
men, including the Captain, who had pre- 
viously landed on that island, were in no 
better condition. The islanders were as 
ill-supplied with provisions as the inhabitants 
whose sweet-potatoes had already been requisi- 
tioned, and what they could spare to the cast- 
aways was barely sufficient to keep body and 
soul together. Nor was it possible to obtain 
clothing, or even fuel to kindle a fire. The wind 
continued blowing all the while with unabated 
force, and it was out of the question to convey in- 
telligence to Fisher Island. Something had to 
be done, however, for the sudden influx of more 
than 100 men into the island had nearly ex- 
hausted the scanty supply of food that the 
islanders had in store. On the 24th, it was de- 
cided, though the sea was as rough as before, 
to fit out a junk for Anping, for though the 

e distant, it was 
ihought more practicable to sail thither than to 
go against the wind to Fisher Island, about 
a quarter of the distance. The Governor, one 
officer, two warrant officers, and two seamen 
volunteered to undertake the perilous task, and 
boldly ventured out atga.m.onthatday. They 
succeeded in making their port at 10 the same 
evening, and some went on board the Sumida- 
gawa Maru, one of two mail steamers 
then lying at anchor outside Anping, while 
others embarked in the second steamer, both 
immediately starting for Takao. That place 
was reached early next norning, and the news 
was at once transmilted to several quarters, 
application being also made to the Authorities 
at the same time to send a ship to succour the 
castaways. (Why the two steamers already 


referred. to did not go direct, we can not per-| 


ceive.) The Kumamotuv Maru, happening to 
be in the harbour at the time, received orders 
to undertake the duty, and hastily taking in 
provisions and clothing she steamed away al 
full speed and reached the scene of the disaster 
at 2 p.m. on the same day. She went first to 
the island where the 29 had landed, but hearing 
that they had already set out for Pachiki, she pro- 
ceeded thither. The sufferers were then taken 
on board, duly cared for, and carried to Fisher 
Island, which place they had left about a week 
previously. Unfortunately out of the 196 persons 
on board the man-of-war, 36 consisting of 
warrant officers and sailors, were missing, nor 
had they been found up to the time of des- 
patching the letters from which we quote. It is 
said that the sunken rock that caused the disaster 
is one not marked on the charts, and that it is 
situated not far from the other rock on which 
the Koshino Kan struck last spring. 
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MENS PROFECT. 
o>——————- 

Some years ago, a very worthy Japanese offi- 
cial, now deceased, advocated with great fer- 
vour a project for calling upon every man, 
woman, and child in the Empire of Japan to 
subscribe one sen each, for the purpose of buy- 
ing and making into an imperial park a certain 
very beautiful sea-side district, the name of 
which we do not at the moment recall. It is 
alleged that a similar idea has now been mooted 
by the Fi/sugyo-dantat, or Business Men's Asso- 
ciation, of which there are several branches 
throughout the country. In order to show the 
nation’s appreciation of the Sovereign who has 
presided over the country throughout the era 
well called ‘‘ Afegjr,” the business men suggest 
a‘scheme having the advantage, as they assert, 
of coming within the reach of the poorest folks 
in the empire. They propose that every unit 
of the population should subscribe one rin (the 
tenth part of a sen) daily for one year. The 
aggregale—taking the population at 40 millions 
—would be 14,600,000 yen. We can not dis- 
cover whether the plan isto present this money 
to His Majesty, or to employ it in some manner 
commemorative of his reign, but the Féfsugyo 
Shimbun says that the project will be brought 
up within the course of the next two months at 
the general meeting of all the Business Men's 
Associations, which is to be held in Tokyo. 
Nothing is said as to the method of collecting 
the money, though that is obviously the crux of 
the whole proposition. Nor is anything said as 
to the manner of handling it, though to deal 
with 14 million yes worth of coppers would be 
a problem of a most perplexing character. 


THE BUSINESS 
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CAPITAL INVESTED LAST YEAR IN 
VARIOUS FAPANESE ENTERPRISES. 


eee ee ae 

The Féyu says that, according to statistics 

collected by certain persons, the total sum de- 

voted by the people in Japan last year to start- 

ing various commercial and industrial enter- 

prises, was 85,621,000 yen, distributed thus :— 
Yan. 


Banking Eavterprises,....sccsssssssees 14,261,000 
Commercial Companies .......s0008 12,251,000 
Railways ...sccccsccscseveeees ivgaeaweents 59,105,000 


The totals do not exactly tally, but they seldom 
do in Japanese journalistic statements, the ideo- 


graphic method of notation being so conducive 


to error. 





SILK. 
——_— ---+- <> --—-___——_ 

Inthe Fi7i Shimpo we find an interesting 
table showing the figures for the Yokohama 
silk market from June rst to December ret in 
the last three years .— 


Bales. Bales. Bales. 
Carried over from 1893- 2894. 1895, 

preceding period... 1,363... 8,239... 866 
Received from the In- 

REVIOE cove saseanvcissent 79,951 ... 89,583 ...114,569 
Sold for export ...... 43,818 ... 56,001 ... 58,895 
Directly exported ... 4,388 ... 9,826 ... 13,198 
Home uSe,...cccseseeses 6,269 «. 9,732 ... 8,629 
Remaining on hand.. 26,838 ... 22,262 ... 34.774 





NEW FEAR'S CARDS. 
—<»—___—— 

Happily a tendency is growing in Japan to 
make the post-office a medium for paying New 
Year’s calls instead of oneself toiling roun 
“ pour felictter.” 
more senseless than that which condemns a 
man to spend the greater part of the first day 
of the year driving from house to house, merely 
for the purpose of depositing a piece of paste- 
board in a basket or a plate. Years ago, it 
used to be expected that if people made their 
New Year's calls in person, they obtained ad- 
inission to the house visited by them, but such 
an exercise of hospitality, though perfectly 
natural and proper, involved the disadvantage of 
absorbing so much lime that only a very limit- 
ed number of calls could be accomplished. It 
had also the further disadvantage that folks 
playing the part of hosts were themselves pre- 
cluded from paying calls.- Probably for those 





In truth no custom could be °° 
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O50. 
SO 


4 
4 


: whole population of the city is, nevertheless, a 
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reasons the idea of admitting New Year’s visi- 
tors came to be gradually abandoned, and the 


basket or plate in the vestibule acted as host. In|, 


the early days of this excellent innovation it 
was considered de rigeur to have at least a ser- 


‘vant silting by the card-tray, as an evidence] j 
}that some vitality of zerognvot was extended 


5 
« 


:to the courteous caller. 


ut ultimately even 
the servant came to be counted superfluous, and 
now, in the great majority of cases, the visitor 
finds a vestibule furnished only with a recep- 
tacle for cards, about as silent, gloomy, and un- 
congenial a hall of welcome as could be con- 
ceived. It was inevitable that such 
atmosphere of perfunctoriness on the part of 
the visited should finally react upon the visitor. 
If a man has a hundred and fifty calls to make, 
he can achieve them through the post at one or 


two sen each, and can also be sure that his p./4 


card will then have at least the pleasure of be- 
ing removed from its envelope and passed 


through the hands of the person to whom it is 
addressed, instead of lying in a dusty tray 
until some secretary or servant examines it for 
We 
are not surprised, therefore, to read in the ver- 


the purpose of returning the compliment. 


nacular press that the namber of letters posted 


in Tokyo on New Year's Day, 1896, was 


14,258,516, against 9,349,196 for the same 
day last year. letters per head of the 


é pretty good average. 
t 





CALENDARS. 
—_——_—_»—_—_——_—- 

We have as usual to acknowledge the receipt 
of calendars, forwarded by insurance companies, 
for the year now opening. These useful forms 
of advertisement vary greatly in appearance. 
The most sober and practical is that of the 
Hamburg Fire Insurance Company of 1877, an 
ordinary block calendar, headed by the name 
of the General Agents, Messrs. Grosser & Co., 
and absolutely without ornament. Incompar- 
ably more elaborate, but inferior in that it lacks 
space for a daily memorandum, is the sheet 
calendar of the Manchester Fire Insurance 
Company, now in the 73rd year of a prosperous 
existence, with colossal assets of 12,400,265 
pounds sterling. This Company chooses for 
the decorative design on its calendar the Great 
Wheel in the Empire of India Exhibition— 
doubtless intended to typify the wheel of for- 
tune which the Manchester enterprise has 
steadily climbed since 1824. The Norwich 
Union Fire Insurance Society has elected a 
beautiful design—Norwich Cathedral—under 
the shadow of which we read the modest record 
that the Society—which will next year celebrate 
its centenary—is now insuring 330 million 
sovereigns’ worth of property, and has _ paid 
losses aggregating eleven million during its life 
of 98 years. Such enterprises are indeed 
gigantic. It was the Norwich Union that ac- 
cepted, in one amount, the enormous insurance 
of £450,000, effected on the buildings of the 
Great London Exhibition of 1862, the premium 
on which for one year was £2,362 108. It is 
tantalizing to read that while folks in Japan 
count themselves fortunate if they they can 
effect an insurance on their houses and furniture 
att per cent., a risk like Exhibition buildings 
can be taken in England at little over one half 


. of that premium. 


RETURN OF THE “ EDGAR.” 
—__—_— 
NO SIGN OF THE ‘“‘ BONNINGTON,”’ 


The British cruiser Edgar returned from the 
Bonin Islandsthis morning aftera fruitless search 
for the missing steamer Bonnington. The Edgar 
left the port of Yokohama on the 25th of Dec. 
and first went in the direction af Toshima and 
then towards Nishima ; Hachijo was then called 
at, after which the cruiser went down to the 
Bonin Islands, but obtained no news whatever of 
the Bonnington anywhere. Bad weather was 
encountered throughout the cruise. 































THE EMPEROR OF GERMAN?’S 
(Nes PICTURE. 


, e& ae 

. When news reached us by telegraph that the 
Emperor of Germany had painted a picture re- 
presenting the civilized nations of the West on 


the eve of being invaded and overwhelmed by 


Chinese armies, we were disposed to treat the 
story as a mere canard, so utterly improbable 


‘did it seem that a great Sovereign who had just 
lent his powerful aid to preserve the integrity of 


China, should now be tormented by the chi- 


mera of a Chinese attack upon Europe. Such 
an if 


a chimera, too! Totally inconsistent with the 
lessons of history, which teach that a nation, 
1aving once begun to descend from the zenith 
of its development, never re-climbs the slope, 
it is also a chimera that seems specially ridicu- 
lous at the present moment when Japan has 
shown how ludicrously incapable- China is of 
‘any military effort. Suill, it is undoubtedly a 
fact that the Emperor William has painted such 
a picture. Here is the account of it sent to 
The Zimes by its Berlin correspondent :— 

The picture produced by Professor Knackfuss 
of Cassel from a sketch by the German Emperor, 
of which the first replica was presented a short 
time ago by his Majesty to the Emperor of Russia, 
has now been reproduced in heliogravure. The 
North German Gasette publishes a detailed account 
of this characteristic work of atw A verbatim 
translation alone can do justice both to the Im- 
perial artist and to the semi-official art critic :— 

‘* To-day we are in the presence of an artistic 
achievement of the Sovereign which transcends 


all his previous endeavours by the moral earneste 


ness and throughfulness of which it is the con- 
summate expression. Once more he has been in- 
spired alone by the desire to avert a catastrophe 
and to give warning of coming dangers. He 
was impelled to address to the civilised una. 
tions of Europe a word of admonition, clear 
and incisive enough to carry conviction to the 
simplest mind. ‘Peoples of Europe, keep guard 
over your most sacred treasures.—William, I.R.’ 
Such is the inscription written in the Eme 
peror’s hand under the original. The reproduc- 
tion which lies before us brings out fully the 
technical merits of the composition, but of even 
higher value is the spiritual and ethical inspi:a- 
tion of this work of art, which cannot fail to fulfil 
its appointed purpose in bringing home far and 
wide to the popular mind the message of salvation 
contemplated by its author. 


“Qn a projecting rock, illumined by a shining 
cross, stand the alleyorical figures of the civilised 
walions. In the foreground France, shielding her 
eyes with her left hand, seems still unable to 
cealise the imminence of danger; Germany, close 
to her, grasping sword and shield, watches with 
keen altention the advance ofthe evil. Upon her 
stalwart shoulder rests with confident assurance 
the arm of Russia, @ beautiful, long-haired woman, 
Close to this group stands Austria, erect and dee 
termined, and with outstretched sight hand seems 
to be exhorting England, who is stitl wavering, 
to join in the common task. Italy stands be- 
tween them in the same attentive attitude as 
Germany. Behind this procession of noble and 
impressive figures come two maidens armed with 
spears, who tepresent the smaller nations of 
Europe. In front is the- winged Archangel 
Michael, grasping the fiery sword. His face is 
turned towards the warlike cohort and his featues 
are matked by supernatural energy. He points 
with his left hand to the fearsome foe, waving the 
nations on to do battle in a sacred cause, 


“At the foot of this rocky eminence lies the 
wide plain of European culture, from which tise 
countless cilies and the steeples and spires of 
churches of every denomination, with the Castle 
of Hohenzollern in the foreground, A majestic 
stream crosses the plain, and distant mountains 
close the horizon. But ominous clouds are 
gathering together over this peaceful land. 
scape. A stifling gloom overspreads the sky. 
The glare of burning cities lights up the road by 
which the ba:batric hordes of Asia are approach 
ing. From this conflagration second columns of 
smoke, torn into demoniacal shapes. Amid these 
weird surroundings the figure of Buddha, sym 
bolising the impending evil, is borne aloft on 
the back of a Chinese dragon, which repre- 
sents the spirit of destruction. The fiendish 
invaders have already nearly reached the banks of 
the protecting stream. A little more, and the 
frontier of the civilised world will have been swept 
away. The whole composition impresses deeply 
upon the spectator the duty of every thinking man 
to oppose with unswerving energy the calamities 
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which threaten religion, civilization, morality, and 


prosperity. Thus alone can peace be preserved 
at home and abroad. 

“Noble indeed, is the artist’s aim. To pos- 
sess a copy of this work must be the desire of 
every one. It will be a splendid, a significant or- 
nament for every houses, for every 1oom. The 
dimensions of the photogravure are g§ centime- 
tres by 73. The price places it within the teach 
of every one’s pocket—six marks on white paper 
and nine on Chinese. Frames of various dee 
scriptions can be obtained from the publishers.” 


How much of this puff is genuine admiration, 
how much advertising tinsel, we cannot judge. 
The last paragraph is a precipitate descent from 
the sublime to the ridiculous, and the item 
about Chinese paper—whatever that may be— 
is simply delightful. At all events, the strange 
picture will have an immense sale. And the 
fact that it expresses the belief of the Emperor 
of Germany is no longer questionable. But why, 
in the name of the civilization on behalf of which 
His Majesty is so solicitous, why, if he enter- 
tains such cruel fears of China’s military 
development, does he allow military experts of 
his own country to enter China’s service by 
tens, by scores, by hundreds, to train her armies 
and educate the very qualities that are to expose 
Europe to this Oriental deluge? It is one of 
the strangest incidents of the century. We 
should greatly like to knew what the Germans 
themselves, the level-headed, calmly judging, 
clear-sighted Germans, think of it all. 








. MISSIONS IN FAPAN. 
—_ > -—- 

At the meeting of the American Board of Fo- 
reign Missions at Boston on the 21st Nov., the 
report relating to Japan was as follows :—No 
new appointments to Japan have been made 
during the year, although the missionaries ur- 
gently asked for five single ladies. The strain- 
ed financial condition of the Board, together 
with the peculiar condition of affairs in Japan, 
has prevented the enlargement of forces. The 
war with China has absorbed the attention of all 
Japan. The churches have been reduced in 
their membership, while the war prices and 
extra taxation have rendered it more difficult to 
sustain gospel institutions. For three or four 
years there has been a growing spirit of nation- 
alism throughout the empire. ‘‘ Japan for the 
Japanese ” has been the rallying cry. The pre- 
sence of such a strong national feeling has made 
cooperation in all departments of the work 
difficult. Organic and personal relations have 
been strained; misunderstandings have arisen. 
The American Board’-and the churches of this 
country have no more authority and control 
over the independent churches of Japan than 
they have over the congregational churches of 
Chicago. The consummation of treaty revision 
between Japan and the United States opens the 
entire country to the missionary, giving him 
full liberty to obtain passports for one year, 
which will probably be renewed until the treaty 
comes into full force. This single change 
almost revolutionizes missionary service. It 
multiplies manyfold the foreigner’s efficiency ; 
and opens more doors for direct evangelistic 
sérvice than his strength and time will allow 
him to enter. The majority of the missions in 
other lands are reported in good condition, 
with prospects for the future bright. 











COUNT COUDENHOVE, 
—_—— 
We learn that Count Coudenhove, after four 
years’ service in Japan, during three of which he 
acted as Austro-Hungarian Chargé d’Affatres, 
has been granted leave of absence for eight 
months. The Count and Countess will embark 
in the Austrian Lloyd’s steamer Gisela on the 
30th instant at Kobe, for Bombay and Trieste. 
They will carry with them a multitude of the 
best wishes, and hopes for the happiness of 
their sojourn in Europe and their unfailing 
return to Japan. 
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means, they will vindicate the majesty of the Em- 
pire. China must be chastised so that she shall 
repent of her past errors; so that she shall essay 
improvement, and sothat she shall finally abandon 
vicious procedure tending to disturb the peace of 
the East. No foreign interference must be suffered 
to obstruct the attainment of these yreat objects. 


The admonition—which we have italicized 
—in the above extract is simply an em- 
phatic protest against suffering foreign 
interference in any form, and no one can 
have forgotten that, from the beginning to 
the end of the war, the unvarying note of 
the Opposition journals was that Japan 
must fight her fight and gather its fruits 
without any reference whatever to Western 
States. Yet the leaders of the same Op- 
position now blame the same Government 
for not having prepared a coalition of 
Western States to secure for Japan the 
fruits of her victory. Such inconsistent 
talk can not be taken seriously. So far 
as we can perceive, there is nothing to be 
said about the Liaotung incident except 
that Japan suddenly found herself in a 
dilemma from which there was no escape 
other than by retreating. Whether the 
Government could have foreseen the ac- 
tion of Russia, Germany, and France is a 
question that even the Government itself 
is probably unable yet to answer. Grant- 
ing, however, that such foresight was 
possible, what then? By no exercise of 
diplomatic skill, by no device of inter- 
national negotiation, could an effective 
counter-coalition have been formed. To 
speak of anything of the kind is mere per- 
siflage. Thus, even supposing it fore- 
warned, the Government must still have 
persisted in advancing what it considered 
to be Japan’s just claims, and. risked 
the contingency of having ultimately to 
abandon the portion of them that con- 
cerned Manchuria; or, by way of avert- 
ing alien interference, it must have elimi- 
nated from its demands any cession of 
Manchurian territory. As for the injury 
that the Opposition politicians suppose 
the dignity of the empire to have suffered, 
we venture to say that no_ incident 
throughout the whole war raised Japan so 
high in the eyes of Western nations as 
the conduct of her statesmen in connec- 
tion with the intervention of Russia, Ger- 
many, and France. They showed that in 
the hour of successes brilliant enough to 
produce a vertigo, they retained thorough 
sobriety of judgment; moral courage 
sufficiently strong to bow to the inevit- 
able; a sound conception of the empire’s 
best interests, and, above all, that finest 
quality of true statecraft, trust in time. 
To forfeit the good opinion thus earned 
abroad, to reduce Japan to the level of a 
blindly aggressive and dangerously ambi- 
tious empire, nothing is wanted except 
that the House of Representatives should 
adopt the Address to the THRONE in- 
troduced by the leaders of the Opposition. 
















































ZHE OPPOSITIONS ADDRESS TO|they had not “the courage to rely upon 
THE THRONE. the justice of their country’s cause and 
ern ot reject the demand of the Allies.” It is 
HE framers of the Opposition’s Ad=| related of a negro that, seeing everybody 
dress to the Throne, now awaiting dis-}jay hold of something in the crisis of a 
cussion in the House of Representatives, shipwreck, he climbed the funnel and 
seem to have been persuaded that 00] clutched at the smoke. That was about 
hope offered of securing its passage/.. substantial a support as the “justice 
through the House: otherwise they would] o¢ thei, country’s cause” would have 
have endeavoured to employ in its com- proved in the case of the Japanese Mini- 
position language such as should at least| sears To defy Russia, Germany, and 
have involved no insult to the SOVEREIGN.| France would have been simple madness 
It has been contended by some writers] ,,, Japan’s part, caught, as she was, at a 
that even in addressing the THRONE on the moment of exhaustion, with a hundred 
subject of Ministerial wrong-doing or in-|.,4 twenty thousand of her troops over- 
competence, the House of Representatives|... Had the Cabinet committed such an 
exceeds its Constitutional functions, since} 4.4 of national suicide, who but the very 
the Ministers of the CROWN being re- politicians now arraigning it would have 
sponsible to the CROWN alone, neither the |} ecome its sheillesk accusers? 
Legislature nor any branch of the Execu- Turning to the first count of the accu- 
tive is qualified to pronounce judgment sation, it will be observed that the 
on their conduct or fitness for office. Welrramers of the Address carefully avoid 
do not share that view: it seems to con- reference to one very obvious con- 


fuse the POWSt of appointment and dis- tingency: they utter not the remotest 
missal with the right of expressing an hint that the Japanese Plenipotentiaries 
opinion. The latter right is unquestionably | ould have averted Western interference 
vested in both Houses of the Diet by the by abstaining from the only course cal- 
Constitution, just ae the power to accept | culated to provoke it, namely, the acquisi- 
or reject an opinion thus expressed is}ii9., of territory on the Chinese mainland. 
among the Imperial Prerogatives. But Why do they abstain from arraigning the 
ne Venere , he MaGrens Introduced by Cabinet on that count also, seeing that it is 
the Opposition ante Lower House go the only count capable of sober discussion ? 
considerably beyond their right DEX: The answer is plain. From the moment 
pressing an opinion on the Cabinet’s ad- that victory declared for Japan, the jour- 
ministrative methods, when they cunder- nals of the Opposition unanimously cla- 
take re define His MAJESTY’S Ones for moured for the cession, not merely of the 
retains. 30 eines is Ministry incapable | jittoral region actually included in the 
of managing the Empire's affairs. “ YOUR Shimonoseki Treaty, but even of the whole 
MAJESTY,” they say, “may be ee of Shinking. That, and that at least, they 
nanimous as to pass over the Ministers cried, Japan must acquire in Manchuria. 
misconduct, but it is to be feared that tol bad the Government, in defence to the 
show magnanimity toward them will be contingency of European interference, re- 
prejudicial to the interests of the coun-/¢o: 06g from asking for any territory in 
uy: It being the duty of the uncer Manchuria, who but the very politicians 
signed and others to offer admonition, now arraigning it would have become its 
they would be guilty of an act of dis- shiilleataccusers? 

eyey vont ee aes ee) neee Readers of the draft Address have fur- 
eo Onc ne aves tour ia He MERnOr ther observed, no doubt, that the leaders 


is here charged, if not with favoritism a) : . 
dangerous tie cable weal, at least with of the Opposition claim to have admonish- 
’ ed the Cabinet, in the 7th and 8th sessions 


lowi his judgment as a SOVEREIGN : ; . 
pie i a ip of the Diet, against the danger of foreign 
to be obscured by his good-nature as a]. . 7 
ae ..  jintervention, ‘In utter disregard,” they 
man, and the politicans of the Opposition] . |, 5 ; 
iene : write, ‘of these admonitions, and in pro- 
declare that it is their loyal duty to ad- : : ae 
‘sh His MATESTY am k found ignorance of the diplomatic inter- 
sin , - re eager wee ats vention already in sight, the Ministers 
ioe is = ona as a f - a "Y*| concluded the Shimonoseki Treaty.” We 
its ns eerie oe d . Je ° WY are not aware that the House of Repre- 
gies ep at : te ee sentatives offered any such admonition in 
ae ae eenees nee mas 1 : the 8th session. But we have before us 
ee ee ea ee ee the tex bor thevcelebrated Representation 


of a certain kind of liberty, but we shall ; 
be much surprised if it aoe a develop- passed unanimously (Oct. a1st, 1894) in 
ment welcome to the bulk of the nation. ire 7ta Seon and. we quote.s patesrepl 

The whole gist of the. accusation for- rom teste Only pstegrapl:-<containing 

. aie : i foreign interference :— 
mulated against the Ministers with regard |" aston te foreleg 
: b duced At this juncture what the House of Representa- 

to Liaotung, may € reduced to two tives, as deputies of public opinion, expect from 
counts : first, that, failing to perceive the | the Ministers of State who occupy the responsible 
: . fi : th t of position of rendering assistance to the Emperor, 
imminence of intervention on € part Off is that they will implicitly-obey the [Imperial dictate 
a coalition of Foreign Powers, they were | with reference to the war against China; that they 
unprepared to confront it with a counter- will labour to secure complete success for the coune 
coalition ; secondly, that, standing alone, 
























































try’s arms ; that they will endeavour to secure last- 
ing tranquillity to the Orient; and that, by these 
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FORMOSA. the Japanese have keen _ virtually obliter- 


ated by the interference of Russia, Ger- 
many, and France. Against serious in- 
jury at the hands of the neighbouring 
empire, Chinese statesmen doubtless be- 
lieve that their country is now guar- 
anteed, just as the Koreans believe that 
Russian jealousy protects them from the 
consequences of any contumely or perfidy 
hown by them toward Japan. It is dis- 
inctly a difficult situation for the Tokyo 
Government, but firmness ought to resolve 
it, and we do not imagine that there will 
be any lack of firmness. From the first, 
the intentions of the Japanese Authorities 
have been of the most kindly and liberal 
nature toward the Chinese inhabitants of 
Formosa. It is alleged that things would 
have been ordered for them on pretty 
much the same lines as they were ordered 
for the people of southern Shinking dur- 
ing Japan’s temporary occupation. For 
ourselves we have always doubted whe- 
ther such a policy could prove compatible 
with public peace and thorough security 
of life and property, apart from all fiscal 
and ethical questions. Certainly so long 
as the population of the island includes a 
large semi-nomad element, ready at any 
moment to be stirred to riot and blood- 
shed by agents and subsidies sent from 
the mainland, there can be no assured 
tranquillity. But Japanese statesmen are 
understood to take a less desponding 
view. We sincerely hope that their 
lenient and conciliatory programme may 
succeed. But if it is to have anything 
like a fair trial, the disturbing element of 
China’s treacherous. interference must be 
struck out with a strong hand. 


not deserve special notice, but a good 
deal of interest attaches to the accusa- 
tion of ignorance preferred against the 
British Government. It seems to us a 
very harsh accusation. Was any Govern- 
ment in the world better informed than the 
British Government? Some reply that 
the Japanese Government was; that the 
statesmen in Tokyo knew exactly how 
miserably weak all Chinese preparations 
were, and how little reason there was to 
shrink from an encounter with the inverte- 
brate colossus. Is that so, we wonder? 
Japan certainly enjoyed exceptional facili- 
ties for learning the truth about China, 
and with much shrewdness and foresight 
she made it her constant business not only 

to take full advantage of those facilities, 
but also to devise other means of inform- 
ing herself exactly as to the true worth of 
her neighbour’s warlike organization. Yet 
certainly when she entered the combat, 
she did not show any evidence of despis- 
ing China’s strength. From the battle of 
Yashan to the surrender of the Peiyang 
squadron at Weihaiwei, Japan based all 
her dispositions on the supposition that her 
enemy possessed great strength as well 
as expert ability to use it advantageously. 
To dislodge the Chinese troops under 
General YEH at Yashan, Major-General 
OSHIMA was despatched with a greatly 
superior force, and the advance from Séul__ 
against Phydéng-yang was suspended for Vv 
the best part of a month in order to supple-[ 
ment the attack by a flank movement from 
Yuensan. Only once did the Japanese 
Commanders take anything like a liberty, 
and that was when Marshal Nopzu sent - 
more than a moiety of his Manchurian army i 
on a march that exposed a long line of , 
communications to considerable hazard. | 
On the whole it must be admitted that if 
the Japanese were theoretically persuaded 

of their enemy’s incapacity, they never 
practically relied on the belief. Above all 
does that assertion apply to naval matters. 
Until after the great fight in the Yellow 
Sea the Japanese seem to have been as _ 
uncertain as was any ene else about the « 
results of such an encounter. They re-} 
garded the Peiyang squadron as a factor 
to be most carefully reckoned with, and: 
they attached the fullest importance to. 
China’s superiority iu. armoured -ships.. 
Recalling all these things and remem- 
bering that the charge of ignorance for- 
mulated against the British Government 
has always been emphasized by com- 
parison with the supposed knowledge 
of the Japanese, we can not but think that 
Lord ROSEBERY and HER MAJESTY’S Re- 
presentative in Pekin are unjustly criti- 
cized. No human being could have fore- | 
seen a tithe of the fiasco that actually / 
occurred. No one, not even the best in- 
formed Japanese, could have imagined 
that China’s magnificent forts and arma- 
equal ignorance as to the status of the|ments would prove more worthless than a 
Ministerin Pekin. Perhaps the criticism|Cherokee stockade; that her fine navy . 
of writers obviously so ill-informed does could be practically annihilated by a soli- : 


( 
HE news just received from Formosa 
T is very disquieting. Inthe northern 
districts of the Island, where it was sup- 
posed that order had been completely re- 
stored, insurrection seems to have broken 
out on alarge scale. That alone would 
be bad enough, but the chief trouble is the 
source from which the revolt derives its 
inspiration and its strength. It is in- 
credible that the Chinese in northern For- 
mosa would, of their own accord, under- 
take such a hopeless enterprise as to 
drive out their conquerors. They know 
perfectly well that the island has been 
ceded to Japan, that the Japanese are 
finally established there, and that even the 
great Liu YUNG-FU and his Black Flags 
proved incapable of making the slightest 
effective resistance when brought face to 
face with the invaders. The Chinese, as 
a people, have always been remarkable 
for readiness to reconcile themselves to 
the inevitable. The business of living is, 
at all times, such a hard struggle for them 
that they have developed an excellent 
faculty of looking at things from a prac- 
tical point of view, and carefully weighing 
the pros and cons of every undertaking. 
Besides, their lot under Japanese rule 
offers' no hardships such as should pro- 
voke desperate revolt. In short, their 
normal circumstances suggest no apparent 
reason for the recurrence of these insur- 
tectionary incidents. It becomes neces- 
sary to look elsewhere for the exciting 
| cause, and when we go abroad in search 
of it, we naturally come to Amoy, whence 
so much encouragement and solid assist- 
ance were conveyed to the rebels under 
Liu before the fall of Tainan. There is 
only too much reason to fear that official- 
dom in Amoy is repeating a device made 
thoroughly familiar by the experience of 
the French in Annam, and, indeed, by the 
experience of all foreigners in their deal- 
ings with the Middle Kingdom—the de- 
vice of asganizing irresponsible obstruc- 
tion at long range. The news that Liu, 
: ex-leader of the Black Flags, a man no- 
i minally guilty of high treason against 
i no less than against Japan, has 
ibeen re-appointed to his old, exalted post 
*by the Pekin Government, was in itself 
sufficiently suggestive; but when it is 
followed immediately by intelligence of 
this singular outbreak in Formosa, little 
room remains to doubt that China, or 
at ‘any rate some section of Chinese 
officialdom, is acting with deliberate bad 
faith toward Japan. There will be no 
manner of use in Japan’s attempting to 
maintain public peace and good order in 
Formosa unless she can put an effectual 
stop to all treacherous incitement of the 
character now apparently resorted to. 
How she is to manage that we do not im- 
mediately see, but gloved diplomacy will 
not succeed. The salutary effects of the 
beating received by China at the hands of 











THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT'S 
KNOWLEDGE OF CHINESE 
AFFAIRS. 


—_—__——_-_——_—_—_—_——_— 
N connection with the appointment of 


a successor to Sir NICHOLAS O’CONOR 
at the British Legation in Pekin, corre- 
spondents in London journals resuscitate 
the old charge that Lord ROSEBERY’S 
Government was totally ignorant of the 
real value of China’s military strength 
prior to the recent war, and that incom- 
petence to collect knowledge must be in- 
ferred on the part of the British Legation 
in Pekin. One correspondent alleges 
that ‘the Admiral in command on the 
China station is really the British Ambas- 
sador, since be moves from place to place, 
is supported by visible force, and gets to 
know the facts in a manner impossible 
to the'secluded Embassy at Pekin.” The 
object of this correspondent being to 
prevent the appointment of Mr. HENRY 
HOWARD to represent HER MAJESTY at 
the Chinese Court, his letter elicits a 
reply from another correspondent who 
advocates the appointment, but displays 
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_tary fight, and that her hosts of well- 
equipped braves would be crumpled up 
ie wet paper. The British Admiral is 
spoken of as moving from place to place 
aud getting to know the facts in a manner 
impossible to the secluded Embassy (sic) 
at Pekin.” One would imagine from this 
remark that ifthe British Admiral acquires 
knowledge in the discharge of his pro- 
fessional duties, he keeps the acquisi- 
tion to himself, whereas in truth one of 
his chief duties is to communicate to 
the QUEEN’S Representatives in Tokyo 
and Pekin everything that he discovers, 
everything that he knows. And that 
is just where a prominent source of per- 
plexity existed. The most mistaken 
“man in the East was the British Admiral. 
On the very eve of the war, having pre- 
. sumably utilized all his opportunities of 
: scrutinizing the naval forces of the belli- 
' gerants, he declared unequivocally that 
from every point of view the Chinese 
seemed to possess a better fighting machine, 
and to be better qualified to use it, than 
the Japanese. Pronounced by an expert 
_ indubitably qualified to judge, who might 
venture to traverse such a judgment? We, 
on this side, who had a long-evolved idea 
of the morale of the Japaiese soldier or 
sailor, may have been astounded by the 
verdict, but on what grounds could the 
British Minister in Pekin, on what grounds 
could the Cabinet in London, question the 
Admiral’s opinion? The plain fact is that 
China’s collapse took the whole world by 
surprise. To blame the British Govern- 
;} ment for not anticipating it, is extrava- 
gant. Nobody could have anticipated it ; 
nobody did anticipate it. 











CO-EDUCATION IN THE 


UNITED STATES. 
——___»______ 
it ‘HE question is still before the public 


in all countries where civilization is 
advanced :—Is it advantageous to have 
men and women educated together in 
the higher institutions of learning? In 
regard to elementary schools, and even 
in secondary schools, when boys and girls 
are still children, and the family relation 
is strong and unbroken, it is but natural 
that they should go together to the same 
institution. But when the age is reached 
at which manhood and womanhood begin 
to dawn upon them, and when the respon- 
sibility of parents grows slighter, then 
the question becomes more difficult and 
more serious. In the United States two 
different solutions have been offered—se- 
parate schools of a high-class, like Vas- 
sar, Smith, and Wellesley, and schools 
where there is co-education. The growth 
and success of these separate institutions 
would seem to show that co-education 
is not the final development of the higher 
education, but that women will claim 
schools of their own. It is worth while 
considering what are the practical results 
where co-education exists. 


As a rule co-education succeeds where 
the ‘‘co-eds,” as they are called, are seri- 
ous minded young women, bent on quali- 
fying themselves for the teaching profes- 
sion. The present curriculum, as arranged, 
suits women not as women, but women as 
incipient teachers. Nothing is more cer- 
tain than this, that the higher education 
for women of the future will differ very 
considerably from the present system in 
limiting purely book work to reasonable 
hours, and in finding more suitable studies 
for one half the day than repeated doses 
of algebra, Greek, and astronomy. Co- 
education, in so far as it has hitherto been 
successful, has wholly depended on the 
staid behaviour of hard-working ambitious 
candidates for good posts in the teaching 
profession. The ‘co-eds’ are far more 
serious-minded than the male students; so 
much so that the professor has to complain 
not of giggling women but of giggling 
men. The women work more steadily 
and far harder, and make it less easy for 
“the boys” to spend their time at games 
and shirk their work. Wherever the col- 
lege is sought for as a place to combine 
study with amusement—a laudable enough 
aim when a lad does not require to take 
life zoo seriously—‘‘the co-eds’ are un- 
popular, as being too serious. 

It would seem, then, that the system of 
co-education suits colleges that are in a 
state of development, where the students 
are poor or limited in number, and when 
the women have an immediate practical 
end in view. Where parents can afford 
to give their sons and daughters an educa- 
tion fitting them for life in a broad sense, 
and where the students have leisure to 
play—as they .ought to have—the se- 
parate system is sure to be the more 
popular and efficient. Co-education is 
admirable where the women are “ special- 
ists,” for human nature has not changed 
so radically in this century as to make it 
advisable to bring ‘‘tindery ” young men 
and women together at a susceptible age, 
without some special safeguards. And 
where women are specialists they usually 
overwork themselves ; under the present 
system of co-education in the United 
States nearly all women do. Co-educa- 
tion, then, is successful, but with these 
particular limitations, which materially 
alter the general statement. 


THE PROCEDURE IN THE LOWER 
HOUSE. 


ene eens ey cca 
UR readers have probably been sur- 
prised that neither of the announce- 
ments made by us with reference to the 
procedure in the Lower House on Wednes- 
day were verified by events: the Re- 
sponsibility Address to the THRONE did 
not come up for discussion, and the 
Minister President of State did not made 
any exposition of the Government’s policy. 
With regard to the Address to the THRONE, 
it may be interesting to say a word about 


Google 


the general procedure of the House of 
Representatives. The custom of the 
House has hitherto been to leave to the 
introducers of a Bill entire control as to 
the time of bringing it up for discussion. 
Thus a group of members may place a 
draft Bill, or other measure, in the hands 
of the President, but the latter does not 
necessarily insert it in the Order of the 
Day by mere rule of rotation: he waits 
until the introducers intimate that they 
are ready to have it come before the 
House. Itis obvious that this privelege 
may sometimes prove very convenient. 
Consider, for example, the case of an 
Address to the THRONE, such as was 
handed to the President by the Opposi- 
tion at the beginning of this session. If 
brought up at once for discussion, the 
Address would have had no chance what- 
ever of passing. But always as the ses- 
sion proceeds—judging, at least, by past 
experience—the relations between the 
Government and the House grow more 
and more strained, and finally the atmo- 
sphere becomes so charged with discontent 
that a majority can be found to endorse 
any anti-Cabinet measure. Again, it may 
happen at some time that the force of 
members opposing a particular Bill is 
greatly reduced by absentees. If either 
of these opportunities could be adroitly 
seized, an anti-Government Address or 
Representation might pass in the passion 
of the moment or owing to accidental 
plurality of its supporters. OF course this 
pre-supposes that the measure is of such 
a nature as to be capable of being brought 
up at any moment on an urgency motion, 
which certainly would be the case with 
an Address to the THRONE impeaching 
the Cabinet. Some such line of procedure 
was supposed to have been mapped out 
by the Opposition with regard to the pre- 
sent Address, and it would have been 
quite consistent with precedent. But the 
supporters of the Government, notably 
the leaders of the Liberal Party, deter- 
mined that precedent should not be 
twisted so unduly to the advantage of their 
opponents and to the detriment of parlia- 
mentary morality. They justly considered 
that the House would be stultifying itself, 
did it proceed to discuss measures intro- 
duced by a Cabinet against which a bill 
of attainder was lying all the while onthe 
President’s desk. If, therefore, the Op- 
position showed any intention of pursuing 
the above tactics, it was understood that 
the Liberals would move for the immediate 
introduction of the Address asa matter of 
urgency. But when the Liberal leaders 
came to consult the National Unionists, 
who, as our readers know, hold the 
balance of power this session, the latter 
replied that to vote for the immediate 
discussion of the Address would be in- 
consistent with the declarations made by 
them in their recently-issued Manifesto. 
Moreover, it had come to be known in the 
meanwhile that the Opposition themselves 
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could not see their way to hold back the 
Address without incurring pu blic reproach, 
and had consequently resolved to bring it 
before the House on the gth instant. The 
Liberals accordingly let matters take their 
course. On Thursday the Address came up 
for discussion, and, after a debate lasting 
five hours, was rejected, the ‘' Ayes” being 
only 103 and “ Noes” 170. These figures 
can not, however, be considered a true 
indication of the relative strength of the 
Government’s opponents and supporters. 
For, in the first place, some members 
absented themselves, doubtless because 
they were unwilling to vote either way ; 
and inthe second, a few of the Opposi- 
tion proper opposed the Address on the 
ground thatits introduction was premature. 
We may take it, however, that the Oppo- 
sition’s great bomb has exploded harm- 
lessly, and although fresh attempts will 
doubtless be made to provoke a collision 
between the House and the Cabinet, there 
is, for the moment, no apparent reason 
why the session should not end peacefully. 


the Home Department, and so forth. 
Minister of State made his appearance. 













































of making reports to the House. 


was then taken. .It was Representation to the 
Government on the advisability of appro- 
priating part of the indemnity received from 
China as an educational fund to be distributed 
among the local communes. . 

Mr. Takata Sanaye, a Progressionist, one of 
the introducers of the Representation, explained 
the measure. He commenced by expressing dis- 
appointment at the fact that, contrary to expec- 
tation, neither the Premier nor the Finance 
Minister was likely to address the House that 
day. As to the Representation before the House, 
he did not think it necessary to dilate upon it 
atany length, its purpose and general nature 
were obvious to everybody. Among the causes 
that led to the brilliant success of the Japanese 
arms in the recent war with China, he believed 
it no exaggeration to say that not the least im- 
portant were the superior intelligence and edu- 
cation of the combatants on the Japanese side, 
It was only just, therefore, that due recognition 
should be extended to national education, by 
admitting it to a share of the benefits accruing 
from the war. Moreover, the experience of the 
late war had demonstrated the supreme im- 
portance of disseminating culture and know- 
ledge among all classes of the people. The 
speaker further pointed out that, in order to 
secure the fullest possible advantage from the 
proposed measure, it might be advisable to 
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amount. Asan opponent of the Cabinet, Mr. 
Takata considered it necessary to refer to 
the probable criticism that to entrust the 
elaboration of this measure to the Govern- 
ment was objectionable. He thought the criti- 
cism unworthy of serious attention, for, little 
deserving of confidence as the Government was 
in his eyes, it might be safely credited with 
ability to prepare a measure so simple as that 
now proposed. 


After various unimportant questions had been 
put to the expounder of the Representation by 
Mr. Meguro Teiji, the Representation was en- 
trusted to a Special Committee to be elected 
from the different Divisions. It was also decided 
that a similar Representation on the same sub- 
ject, which had been introduced by another set 
of members, should be entrusted to the same 
Committee. 

The second Bill related to the abolition of the 
Special System of Municipal Government in 
the case of the three cities, Tokyo, Kyoto, and 
Osaka. ‘The principal feature of the Special 
System is that, in the case of the above men- 
tioned three Cities, the office of Mayor is com- 
bined with that of Governor. In other words, 
the functions of a magistrate, who in all other 
Cities is elected by the cilizens, are in these 
three Cities, discharged by a functionary ap- 
pointed by the Emperor. 


Mr. Koizuka Ryu, a Progressionist, explain- 
ed the Bill in his capacity of one of its intro- 
ducers. The inconveniences attending the 
anomalous system applied to Tokyo, Kyoto, 
and Osaka, he did not think it necessary to 
discuss at any length, for the question had 
repeatedly been the subject of debate in 
past sessions. He considered it advisable, 
however, to refer to the collision that had 
lately taken place and was still going on 
between the Mayor of ‘Tokyo and the citi- 
zens. The Municipal Council had had to be 
dissolved, as well as the City Department of the 
Local Assembly and even a District Assembly. 
While the aldermen and the members of the 
Cuuncil had either resigned or been sent back 
to the City, the Mayor alone refused to resign 
in connection with the Water Works case, on 
the ground that, as he owed his appointment 
to the Emperor, he was not bound to resign in 
compliance with the admonitions of the City’s 
representatives. It was of urgent importance 
to put a stop to such a singular state of things. 
Mr, Egi, Government Delegate, opposed the 


The Honse met at 10.38 a.m. The Presi- 
dent having announced the receipt of a Repre- 
sentation to the Government from Prince Konoye 
and 37 other members, urging that a portion of 
the indemnity obtained from China should be 
applied to form an educational fund for com. 
muna\ ordinary schools, the Order of the Day 
was proceeded with. 

Several applications for leave were granted, 
after which the House passed to the discus- 
sion of a Government Bill, seeking ex post 
facto approval of Imperial Ordinance No. 
144, of the 28th year of Mesji—i.e. an Ordi- 
nance providing that, with the exception of 
civil and military officials, or persons under 
official orders, no Japanese subject shall be at 
liberty to visit Korea, without the consent of the 
Governor of the Prefecture iu which he resides ; 
and that persons violating the Ordinance shall 
be liable to penal servitude from one month to 
one year, together with a fine of from 20 to 
200 yen. 

Viscount Nomura, Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, briefly explained that the necessity for 
such an Ordinance had become apparent since 
October of last year, and that its necessity in 
the future seemed equally apparent. He added 
that the Ordinance placed no obstacles in the 
path of persons desiring, dond fide, to visit 
Korea for the purpose of carrying on trade or 
manufacture. ‘ 

The Bill was entrusted, without question, to 
a Special Committee. 

The House rose at 10.50 a.in. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The Strangers’ Galleries were packed with an 
eager audience some time before the usual meet- 
ing hour of the House, namely 1 p.m., for it 
had been very generally reported in the capital 
that speeches would be delivered by the Premier 
and the Minister of Finance, and further that 
the celebrated Responsibility Address to the 
Throne would be brought up for discussion. 
It was believed that the Ministerial speeches 
would be delivered at the very commencement 
of the day’s silting, and consequently, when 
the session was declared open by the Pre- 
sident, all eyes turned to the seats on the dais 
reserved for the Ministers of State. A few 
Government delegates were there: Mr. Makino, 
Vice-Minister of Education; Baron Suzuki, 
Vice-Minister of Communications; Mr. Egi, 
Director of the Local Government Bureau in 
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But no 
The 


President at once proceeded with the usual task 


The first measure on the Order of the Day 





Bill, but intimated that the Government, re. 
cognizing the importance of effecting some 
changes in the present municipal system, had, 
on that day, introduced to the House of Peers a 
Bill relating to the Organization of Metropolitan 
Governments. 

On the motion of the Nakajima Matagoro 
(Liberal), it was decided to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the measure until the Go- 
vernment Bill just alluded to by Mr. Egi should 
come up for discussion. 

The third and last measure on the Order, 
being also connected with the Organization of 
the Municipal Governments, was postponed 
until the same date as the preceding measure. 

The House rose at 2.10 p.m., having sat just 
one hour. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 9TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 
The House did not meet. 


HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being - 


z.—Address to the Throne, introduced by Mr. Taguchi Ukichi 
and 36 others. 

a—First Reading of a Bill, introduced by Mr. Matsushima 
Rensaku and 4 others, for the Abolition of the Tax un 
Vehicles Regulations. 

3.—First Reading of a Bill, introduced by the above mentioned 
merc for the Abolition of the Regulations for the Tax 
on Vessels. 


4.—First Reading of a Bill, introduced by Mr. Tsunoda Shim- 
pei and 4 others, for the Abolition of the Regulations for 
taxing confectionary. 


Announcement was made of the receipt from 
the Government of the General Budget for the 
29th Fiscal Year of Meiji, the Budget 
of Special Finance for the agth Fiscal 
Year of Meifi; the Supplement to the General 
Budget for the 29th Fiscal Year of Merji; the 
Supplement to the Budget of Special Finance 
for the 29th Fiscal Year of Meéj; a Bill for 
making Contracts creating Obligations over and 
above the Expenditures provided for in the 
Budget; a Bill for the Treatment of National 
Banks when their Terms of Business Opera- 
tions shall have Expired ; a Bill relating to the 
Circulation and Period of Redemption of the 
Notes of the National Banks; a Bill relating to 
the Redemption by Purchase of the Public Loan 
Bonds; a Bill for the Special Treatment of the 
National Banks whose Terms of Business Opera- 
tions are about to expire ; a Bill for the Amend- 
ment of Article V. of the Law of Special Account 
in reference to the Fund for the Redemption of 
the notes of Defunct Banks; a Bill for the In- 
crease of the Fund for shipbuilding materials 
at Naval Stations; a Bill relating to the Regu- 
lations for the Public Undertakings Loan; a 
Bill relating to the Tax on Registration; a 
Bill relating to the Tax on Saké; a Bill relat- 
ing to the Tax on Saké brewed for family con- 
sumption ; a Bill relating to the Tax on Mixed 
Saké; a Bill relating to the Amendment of the 
Regulations for the Export of Saké from the 
Prefecture of Okinawa; a Bill for the Revision 
of the Incidence of Taxation, fixed by Imperial 
Ordinance No. 61 of the 19th Year of AZesji; 
a Bill relating to the Trade Tax ; a Bill relating 
to the Abolition of the Regulations for the 
Licence of the Sale and Purchase of Cattle and 
Horses ; a Bill relating to the Amendment of 
the Regulations for the Tax on Tobacco; a 
Bill relating to the Amendment of the Regula- 
tions forthe Tax on Shoys (soy); a Bill relating 
to a monopoly of the Sale and Purchase of Leaf 
Tobacco; a Bill relating to the Exemption from 
Duty of Imported Cotton; a Bill relating to the 
Special Account of the War Indemnity ; a Bill 
relating to the Special Account of the Teim- 
porary War Expenditures ; a Bill relating to the 
Encouragement of Navigation ; a Bill relating 
to the Encouragement of Shipbuilding; and a 
Bill seeking ex post-faclo assent for Imperial 
Ordinance No. 92 of the 28th Year of Afesyi 
(1895). | 

Receipt was also announced of a Representa- 
tion to the Government as to the Establishment 
of a Foreign Languages School, introduced by 
Mr. Kashiwada Moribumi. 

After reporting the names of the members of 
the Special Committee elected to consider the 
Representation for appropriating a Part of the 
Chinese Indemnity as an Educational Fund, 
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The President addressed a few words to the 
House on the necessity of considering the first 
measure on the Order of the Day, namely the 
Address to the Throne, in a respectful and 
considerate manner. He hoped that a large 
number of members would ascend the rostrum, 
so that the views of the House might be fully 
expressed. 

Before proceeding with the debate on the 
Address, the President called upon Mr. Arai 
Shogo to explain an urgency motion of which 
notice had been given by him. 

Mr. Arai, said that his motion was for post- 
poning the discussion of the Address until after 
the Budget, and other measures bearing upon 
important undertakings necessitated by the 
war, should have been disposed of. With the 
general spirit of the Address, he was entirely in 


accord, but he thought it unadvisable to give 
preference to the Address over the above im- 


portant measures. 
There being nobody to second the motion, 


The Address was read as follows by a Secre- 


tary :— 


The undersigned, Your Majesty’s humble sere 
vant, Kusumoto Masataka, President of the House 
of Representatives, herewith, by a resolution of 
the said House, most reverently submits the pre 


sent Address tothe Throne, 
For more than two hundred days after the Com. 


mencement af 


Majesty personally directed military affairs, and 


~shated the labours avd hardships of Your Mae 


jesty’s officers and men. Animated by Your 


Majesty's example, the whole people tose like one 
man determined to serve their Sovereizu and 
countey; while all in the Army and the Navy 


went to the front with the resolution to conquer or 
todie. The result has been a glorious triumph 


for the Imperial arms—a triumph principally due 


to the grand martial virtues of Your Majesty. 
Your Majesty’s huinble servants, the undersigned 


and other members of the House of Representa- 


tives, being aware of the importance of their 
functions and duties, relieved the national coffers 
from all danger of deficiency by voting a large 
War Supply, and also spared no effort to rouse 
the mattial spirit of the people, urging them to 
devote themselves to the service of their Sovereign. 
Iu all this, they were actuated by reverent solici- 
tude to conform with Your Majesty’s wishes and 
to contribute their humble mite to the execution of 
the grand Imperial policy, thereby elevating the 
position of their country. The Ministers of State, 
on the other hand, proved themselves so negligent 
in the condnct of foreign affairs, that they have 
not only been incapable of securing the legitimate 
fruits of the victory of the Imperial arms, but have 
even suffered a stain to be cast upon the dignity 
of the country. The Féng-tien (Liaotung) penin- 
sula was occupied as part of the price of the valued 
blood of Your Majesty’s subjects, and by ils ree 
trocession the Ministers of State cannot escape the 
blame of having employed the Imperial troops and 
sacrificed lives for no adequate reason, Nor is 
that all. Not twenty days had passed from the 
issue of an Imperial Rescript proclaiming the ace 
Quisition of the territory from China, when yield- 
ing to the intervention of Russia, Germany, and 
Fiance, that Rescript was converted into a dead 
letter and a pledge was given for the retrocession 
of the tecritory. Such conduct cannot fail to 
se\iously injure the prestige of the Imperial 
House and compromise the dignity of the coms. 
try. When the empire is engaged in a foreign 
war, it is one of the most important duties of 
the Ministers of State to keep a vigilant watch 
over the conduct of neutral Powers and take 
precautions against their possible antagonism. 
Such vigilance and such precautionary mea- 
sures ate particulaily important in regard to 

uestions of indemnity and cessions of territory. 
+t, conclude a treaty of peace without taking these 
essential precautionary sleps, is a gross neglect of 
duty on the part of those charged with diplomatic 
affairs. Such was the incapacity of the Ministers 
of State in the field of diplomacy, that they could 
neither prevent the formation ofa hostile alliance by 
Russsia, Germany, and France, nor confront that 
alliance with a counter-alliance. They had not 
even the courage to rely upon the justice of their 
country’s cause and reject the demand of the 
Allies. In a moment of confusion and constern- 
ation, they knew only how to bow their heads (o the 
interfering Powers, thereby subjecting the country 
to unprecedented humiliation aud disgrace. 

It was by no means a novel phenomenon that 
European Powers should prepare for intervention 
by increasing their armaments in the East. Your 


Majesty's servants in the House of Representatives 


the late war with China, Your 
Majesty held the Court at Hitoshima, where Your 







































































both the Emperor and the people. Mr. Ozak 
regretted very much that the request for the 
opening of an extraordinary session of the Diet 
had not been granted by the Cabinet. Had 
it been granted, the question of responsibility 
aud the various important measures would long 
since have been disposed of. The speaker then 

went on to consider more minutely the blunders 
committed by the Cabinet in connection with 

Liaotung and Korea. Remembering that the 
war had been undertaken for the purpose 

of securing the independence of Korea and the 

permanent peace of the East, the conclusion was 

inevitable that the cession of Liaotung had been 

demanded by the Japanese Plenipotentiaries 
because they thought the occupation of that 
peninsula essential to the independence of 
Korea and to the peace of the East. Its retro- 

cession must therefore be considered prejudicial 
to those objects. Yet, scarcely twenty days had 

elapsed after the issue of a Rescript sanctioning 
the Treaty by which the peninsula was ceded, 

when the Cabinet advised the Emperor to pro- 

mulgate another Rescript renouncing the pos- 

session of Liaotung. The Cabinet thus com- 
promised the dignity of the Emperor in a most 
serious manner. If not responsible to the peo- 
ple, the Cabinet was responsible to the Emperor, 
and ought to have at once resigned. The 
Premier, it is true, immediately after the con- 
clusion of peace, had expressed to His Majesty 
a desire to be released from official responsi- 

bility. But his tone was that of a Minister 
conscious of having rendered great services, and 

desirous of retiring with honour and glory. 

Referring to the intervention of the allied: 
Powers, Mr. Ozaki stated that both common 

sense and history ought to have made the 

Cabinet anticipate that third parties would pro- 

bably try to interfere with the conclusion of 

peace. That European Powers were waiting 

for an opportunity to interfere had been evident 

from the very commencement of the war. What 
rendered the Cabinet's position still more in- 

defensible was that its attention had been 

called to this very subject by the Diet. Yet 
it had signally failed either to discover or to 
prevent the movements tending to a European 

alliance, and when the fact became known to 

it, it had not tact enough to defeat the object of 

the intervening allies by confronting them with 

a counter alliance. It could not do otherwise 

than tamely submit to the dictation of the allies. 

Some national humiliations were unavoidable, 

but the present one did not belong to that cate- 

gory. Liaotung had not been obtained as the 

reward of a diplomatic victory. It had been 

won at the point of the bayonet. Its return was 

tantamount to a confession that the Imperial 

troops had been used for no useful purpose, and 

had been marched into regions whither they 

need not have proceeded at all. Under 

such a weak Cabinet, there was no securily 

that similar humiliations would not be repeated 

in connection with other parts of the Japanese 

dominions, such, for instance, as Forinosa and 

Okinawa. The speaker next proceeded to 

criticise the Government’s Korean policy as in- 

consistent. He regretted very much to observe 

that, abandoning its original policy, there seem- 

ed to be a tendency on the part of the Cabinet 

to cO-operate with Russiajin the settlement of 

the Korean question. Had it not been the 

avowed object of the Empire to deal with the 

problem single-handed? Alluding to the affair 

of October the 8th, he remarked that the Go- 

vernment was blameable for having recom- 

mended such a Minister as Viscount Miura, 

and for having failed properly to direct and 

control him. On account of the blunders about 

Liaotung and Korea, the Ministers of State 

should resign. 


offered au admonition to the Ministers of State on 
this subject in the seventh and eighth sessions of 
the Diet. Iu utter disregard of these admonitions, 
and in profound ignorance of the diplomatic 
intervention already in sight, the Ministers 
concluded the Shimonoseki Treaty and asked 
for Your Majesty’s Rescript sanctioning that 
Treaty. Immediately afterwards, tamely yield- 
ing to the remonstrance of the three Powers, they 
again asked for another Rescript anuulling the 
former one. Through their misconduct, the glori- 
ous victories of the country’s arms ended in lower- 
ing Your Majesty’s prestige and impairing the 
country’s dignity. ‘This is a matter of profound 
grief to the undetsigned and other servants of 
Your Majesty in the House of Representatives, 

Equally regrettable was the Korean disturbance 
of the 8th of October last. A Minister Pleni- 
potentiary carries Your Majesty's credentials and 
represents the Empire at the Court to which he is 
accredited. In recommending a functionary to 
discharge such a grave responsibility, the utmost 
cantion aud circumspection should be exercised 
by the Ministers of State. What has been their 
behaviour in the present instance? ‘They seem 
to think that their respousibility ends with the 
dismissal of the members of the Legation. But 
so long as the Ministers themselves remain 
in office who recommended the appointment 
of the erring officials, how can it be possible 
to prove to the world that the misdeeds of those 
officials were opposed to the wishes of Your 
Majesty and of the nation? ‘The truth is that the 
difficulties of the Korean situation are to be 
principally ascribed to the retrocession of the Fénge 
tien peninsula, and that the misdeeds of the diploma. 
tic officials under consideration werein one seuse 
au unavoidable consequence of the vacillating 
policy pursued by the Government toward Korea. 
Mistaken in policy, injudicious in the recommend. 
ation of officials, and incompetent in controlling 
and directing them, the Ministers of State have 
to answer for serious neglect of duty. There are 
several other instances of maladministiation on 
the part of the Ministers in domestic, as well as 
foreign, affairs, But wone compares in gravity 
with those connected with the return of Faug-tien 
and with the Korean question. Your Majesty 
may be so magnanimous as to pass over the Minie 
sters’ misconduct, but it is to be feared that to 
show maguanimity toward them will be prejudicial 
to the interests of the country, It being the duty 
of the undersigned and others to offer admonition, 
they would be guilty of an act of disloyalty to Your 
Majesty did they keep silence on this question. 
Consequently, they have ventured to appeal to 
Your Majesty’s enlightened judgment in connec- 
tion with the above mentioned two most serious 
cases of maladministration on the part of the Mini- 
sters of State. Impressed with the fact that diffi- 
culties are past multiplying in the East, it is the 
humble opinion of the undersigned and others that 
No Measure is more urgently required under the 
circumstances than to settle the question of past 
maladministration and make the Ministers of 
State resign their portfolios. The undersigned 
and other members of the House of Represen- 
tatives do thus give expression to the sentiments of 
the nation, humbly praying for Your Majesty’s 
august judgment. 


Mr. Ozaki Yukio wished to explain the 
reasons why the Address had been introduced. 
The field of contest between the Powers of the 
Occident was being gradually shifted from 
Eastern Europe to Eastern Asia. The inter- 
national relations of the Empire under these 
circumstances could not fail to become more 
intricate and embarrassing. Hence it was im- 
portant for the whole nation to be united and 
to work in harmony. But such harmony was 
impossible under a Cabinet that did not dis- 
charge its responsibility toward the Emperor 
and the people alike. With such a Cabinet, it 
was impossible for the Diet to consider the 
various important measures demanded by the 
situation. In the 7th and 8th sessions, the Diet 
in consideration of the gravity of the situation, 
had afforded unanimous support to the 
Cabinet. With such unprecedented support, 
the support of the whole nation, at their back, 
what had the Ministers of State accomplished ? 
Had they properly discharged their responsi- 
bility? Decidedly not. Of the many blunders 
committed by them, the most important were 
those relating to the Liaotung Peninsula and to 
Korea. By these blunders the Ministers had 
proved themselves unworthy of their trust, and 
the carrying out of the important measures now 
demanding attention should be entrusted to a 
new Ministry, enjoying the full confidence of 


A scene of considerable confusion and dis- 
order then ensued on Mr. Meguro’s putting 
some unimportant questions to the preceding ~ 
speaker. The notorious Mr, Tanaka Shozo 
delivered himself of his usual vehement lan- 
guage. The President’s attention was directed 
by a member to the circumstance that Mr. 
Tanaka had called Mr. Meguro ‘‘an ass”’ 
(baka-yaro), but Mr. Tanaka explained that 
he had not said “ass” but simply “ foolish,” 
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applying that term to Mr. Meguro’s questions, 
vot to him personally. 

Mr. Kawashima Jun spoke against the Ad- 
dress, his opposition being directed not against 
the measure ilself, but against its discussion at 
the present stage of the session. He spoke 


better than usual, bat still his language was so} [ 


confused as to tax the intelligence of his audi- 
ence severcly. Having taken great pains to 
criticise the foreign policy of the Cabinet, 
he nevertheless said that, vehemently opposed 
as he was to the Government, he thought the 
proper time to consider the matter would be 
after having disposed of the various measures 
of practical importance. 


Mr. Taguchi Ukichi supported the Address. 
Alluding to the Liaotung question, he thought 
ita remarkable instance of negligence on the 
part of the Cabinet that, while the German 
Minister had desired on the 20th of April to see 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs on a particularly 
pressing matter, the Department had not taken 
any notice of the fact, but had advised the 
Emperor to issue, on the following day, a Re- 
script ratifying the Shimonoseki Treaty. Had 
the Cabinet been more attentive, the Empeoor 
would easily have been saved the indignity of 
issuing two inconsistent Rescripts within a space 
of less than twenty days. The nation had never 
in the past been subjected to the humiliation 
of parting with the smallest portion of its terri- 
tory. Mr. Taguchi regretted very much that, 
like Frederick the Great, the Cabinet had not 
taken the courageous course of defying the 
allies and accepting their challenge. The allied 
States might be strong in Europe, but in the 
East they could not be said to be strong 
Powers. They had not been able to main- 
tain their coalition for more than six months, 
and very possibly their intervention was a mete 
threat, unsupported by any real intention of 
resorting toarms, As tothe Korean disturbance 
of October 8th, Mr. Taguchi felt heartily 
ashamed of the conduct of the Japanese Minister 
and others. In a sense, the disturbance had 
been the result of the inconsistent policy pur- 
sured by CountInouye. Originally he had been 
very particular to exclude the Queen from par- 
ticipation in politics. But subsequently, chang- 
ing his policy, he had definitely recognized 
Her Majesty’s right to a share in State affairs, 
thereby enabling her to recover influence and 
Organise various conspiracies. 


Mr. Suzuki Jubi was the first speaker that 
declared himself absolutely opposed to the Ad- 
dress. He spoke at great length. After offer- 
ing a few criticisms on the points raised by 
the preceding speakers, he proceeded to ex- 
amine the document itself. He first pointed 
out the absurdity of the idea underlying 
a passage in the Address, that tracts of land 
conquered by Armies should be retained as the 
prize of conquest. Such a notion was not in 
vogue in the present age of enlightenment. It 
had perhaps been the intention of the proposers 
of the Address to say that the retrocession of the 
Liaotung Peninsula was prejudicial to the main- 
tenance of peace in the East. But no such 
meaning was deducible from the language of 
the Address. What would have been the con- 
sequences had the Cabinet rashly ignored the 
admonition of the allies? With the greater part 
of the troops in China, with the fleet every much 
weakened by incessant work during a whole 
year, and with the reserves at home indifferent- 
ly armed, it did not require any extraordinary 
amount of inlelligence to foresee the result of a 
war with such a combination of Powers at such 
a moment, Even a champion wrestler like 
Konishiki required rest after great exertions. 
On the part of an individual, to defy one’s op- 
ponents with a total disregard of consequences, 
might be praised as an act of heroism. But 
nations must act more coolly and deliberately. 
It was customary with the Cabinet’s critics to 
blame it for ignorance of the alliance. But 
how could the Cabinet know of an alliance 
when no such thing yet existed? The com- 
bination of Russia, Germany, and France had 
been effected just before the fact became 
openly known. Some said that such an 
alliance should have been prevented, or, 


when formed, should have been confronted with 
a counter alliance. The failure of the Cabinet 
in these respects was not necessarily its fault, 
for success in such matters depends largely 
upon the attitude of other Powers. With whom 
could a counter alliance have been formed? 
A Voice—‘‘ With England.”’] Very well, but 
England had other matters to attend to: she 
might not think her interests sufficiently in- 
volved to combine with Japan against the three 
Powers. The speaker referred at some length 
to the humiliations which Russia had had to 
suffer from the combined intervention of the 
other European Powers, At the Congress of 
London in 1871, however, Russia was finally 
able to extort the recognition of the Powers as to 
her right of keeping a fleet in the Black sea. 
That result would not have been obtained by 
her, had she, in defiance of interference by 
third parties, originally insisted on her just 
claims. Similarly the Japanese Cabinet did 
right in demanding Liaotung, for although 
Japan, feeling herself unable to cope with a 
combination of three Great Powers, had been 
obliged to give up her acquisition, she had thus 
established an indisputable right to interfere in 
the event of any other Powers atlempting to 
seize it. As to the Korean affair, why should 
it be necessary for the Cabinet to resign in con- 
sequence of the actions of the country’s Repre- 
sentative in Sdul, when his conduct had been 
contrary to his instructions. ‘lo resign would 
be to confess the Cabinet’s complicity with the 
disturbance. 


While Mr. Suzuki was in the rostrum, 
an extraordinary incident took place. A 
young man stood up in the Stranger’s Gallery 
and addressed the House, criticising Mr. Suzu- 
ki's speech. He was soon in the hands of the 
guards, and carried out of the gallery. Accord- 
ing to our information, he had formerly been a 
member of the Liberal party. 

Mr. Kanao Ryogan spoke in support of the 
Address: There was nothing particularly worthy 
of notice in his statements. 

Mr. Arai Go opposed the Address. He said 
that rather than be concerned with past events, 
the Diet should devote itself to the discussion 
of current measures of importance, His speech 
was interesting principally as an expression of 
the views of the National Unionists. It is 
evident from his statements, that his Party 
would not support the Address even if intro- 
duced again in a modified form at a later stage 
of the session. 

A motion for the closure was made and 
powerfully seconded, but quietly ignoring it, 
the President ordered Mr. Fujita Tatsuyoshi to 
ascend the rostrum. Great confusion ensued, 
cries of ‘‘ partial,” “tyrannical,” etc., being raised 
from all parts of the chamber. 

Mr. Fujita addressed the House for more 
than an hour in a speech to which nobody 
seemed to pay much attention. He enumerat- 
ed more than a dozen ‘reasons ” for thinking 
the Cabinet unworthy of confidence. 


The closure was again moved, but Mr. Kusa- 
kari succeeded in proceeding with his speech 
against the Address. He severely censured the 
speakers on the other side for their utter in- 
ability to point out the way in which the coun- 
try’s foreign policy should have been conducted. 

The closure being supported by an over- 
wholming majority, the voting was proceeded 
with by close ballot, the result being :— 


For the PGUrO8S seccvivinsiscvixeaveciaects 103 
Against the Address. .csscseccerseereeres 170 


Total ballots CoCo eee eeeronnreeee 273 


The House rose at 7.30 p.m., amid loud 
cheers from the Ministerialists. 


It was formerly stated that Marquis Ito re- 
marked to an interviewer that Count Itagaki, 
the Liberal leader, would not enter the Cabinet. 
It is now rumoured that the Liberals are desirous 
of having their President in the Cabinet, and 
the Count will be appointed Minister of Home 
Affairs if the present session of the Diet passes 
off happily. 
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FORMOSA NEWS. 


——- a 

We have already published telegrams relat- 
ing to the new insurrection in Formosa, but it 
secms advisable to collect and lay before our 
readers all the official intelligence thus far 
received :— 

Taipeh, January Ist, 3.15 p.m. 

Insurgents are up in the north of the island 
since the 28th ultimo. They have already tepeat- 
edly attacked the Invperial troops, and have made 
it known that their object is to capture Taipeh, 
Tamsui, Zuiho, I lang, and so forth, especially the 
first mentioned place, of which they are particus 
larly desirous of gaining possession. Their numeri- 
cal strength is not accurately kuown, but is cal- 
culated to be wot less than 10,000. Repressive 
measures have been adopted since yesterday. The 
casualities on the side of the Imperial troops 
thus far have been 3 officers and 25 non-comuiis- 
sioned officers and privates killed, and 13 non- 
commissioned officers and privates wounded. 


Taipeh, January 2nd, 3 p.m. 

A band of insurgents, from 300 to 400 strong, 
that had been hunted out of I-lang, assembled in 
the neighbourhood of Chosokei, and attacked a 
small party of the Imperial troops stationed there. 
As the insurgents were in superior force, the Im- 
perial garrison at Zuiho went to the assistance of 
their comrades at Chosokei, crossing the pass of 
Samtiao to reach them. They first came into 
collision with the insurgents on the 27h ultimo, 
and gradually retreating before them, had even 
to abandon Zuiho itself on the evening of the 3oth. 
Being, however, reinforced by two companies from 
Taipeb, and two squadrons from I-lang, they suc 
ceeded in driving the insurgents out of Zuiho on 
the morning of the 31st, and a strong pursuit was 
immediately organized. The loss on the side of 
the Imperial troops in the fighting on the 31st was 
3 hon-commissioned officers and privates wounded. 

lfor the past few days reports had been citculat- 
ed that the insurgents would attack Taipeh to- 
day, January 2nd, and the story proved correct, 
several bands of them assaulting the place from 
its south pate a little after midnight. They were 
all beaten back. At Sikkow, several hundreds of 
them attacked the garrison, and cut off all means 
of communication between that place and this by 
wrecking the railway and cutting the telegraph 
wires. The insurgents again assembled outside 
the south gate of Taipeh at about 10 in the morne 
ing, and tnade several attacks upon the city. At 
3 p.m., two companies of infantry suppotted bya 
battery of 3 guns, sallied from the city and furie 
ously charged the insurgents, driving them toward 
Shin-ten and Sikkow. ‘To-morrow, the 3rd, the 
insurgents at the latter place will be dispersed. 
At present, the whole district to the north-east of 
the Tamsui river is full of insurgents. Repressive 
measures are in course of execution. 

As to the origin of the present rising, it seems 
to have been caused by Formosans that fled to 
Amoy. There is danger of such insurrections 
being repeated in the future. 


Tamsui, January 3rd, 5 p.m. 

The state of things at Zuiho and in the north of 
the island in general has already been telegraph. 
ed. The insurgents at Sikkow have been defeat- 
edto-day. Communications with Kelung having 
thus been restored, fuller reports have been 
obtained from I-lang. According to these des- 
patches, the garrison in the vicinity of Kasokei 
was attacked by more than 1,000 insurgents, and 
being defeated, had finally to retreat. On its 
retreat it was reinforced, on the 2gth ultimo, by 
the greater past of the troops stationed at I-lang, 
but after hard fighting, the Imperial forces had to 
fall back upon Ielang, whither they were closely 
followed by the insurgents. The garrison at I-lang 
having asked for a re-inforcement of two com- 
panies, I have adopted an emergency measure, 
by ordering 400 out of the batch of supernumerary 
soldiers for the Second Division, just arrived at 
Kelung, to proceed by sea to I-lang, while 300 
mote have been instructed to join the expedition 
which is to advance by way of Zuiho. 

As to the state of the vicinity of Taipeh, several 
thousands of insurgents are assembled near Shin- 
ten. They keep a keen watch on Taipeh, and 
frequently make their appearance in its neigh- 
bourhood. That city is thus daily threatened. 
The garrison at Tamsui was the object of an attack 
by the insurgents, but they were beaten off. The 
latter band of insurgents then entered Hachiran- 
ten to the north of Taipeh, and committed all sorts 
of violence. The peaceful inhabitants fled thence, 
and the gendarmes and police being unable to 
cope with the insurgents, retreated to Taipeh. 
Several of our school teachers have been killed. 
The total number of the Japanese killed by the 
insurgents, including combatants, as well as tele- 
graph and railway labourers, is nearly 150. 
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The first of the above telegrams is signed by 
Major-General Hishijima, and the rest bear the 
signature of Governor-General Count Kabayama. 
There is some uncertainty as to the date when the 
rising originally took place. The first telegram 
assigns it to the 28th ultimo, but according to 
the next report, a party of reinforcements march- 
ing to the succour of the garrison at Chosokei, 
is said to have come into collision with the in- 
surgents on the 27th. It thus appears that bands 
of insurgents had assembled in this locality 
some days previous to the 28th or even the 27th. 

Much anxiety is entertained about the safety 
of Taipeh. A regiment of the Second Reserves 
is quartered there, being spread over a district 
of several miles, with Taipeh as head-quarters. 
Thus the actual force at the town is about a 


battalion, of which only one-half are available |- 


for fighting purposes. All the other places in 
the north of the island, now infested by insur- 
gents, are garrisoned by simall parties of the 
Second Reserves. The whole of the Second 
.Division are in the South, and it is evidently 
inadvisable to draw any part of them to the 
north, for the southern districts are well known 
to be full of rebellious Hakkas and soldiers 
formerly under the Black Flag leader. 

It is for the above reason that the Govern. 
ment has decided to despatch a special force 
from Japan for the suppression of the insurrec- 
tion, as mentioned elsewhere in our columns. 

Major-General Baron Oshima Hisanao, Chief 
Staff Officer to the Governor-General of For- 
mosa, who had been staying in Tokyo, left there 
for the south on the 6th instant. 


KOREAN NEWS. 
———_—__—_@——____—__ 
The persons charged with the murder of the 
Queen of Korea on November 8th, and others 
implicated in the émeufe subsequently fomented 
by partizans of the unfortunate Queen, have 
“been tried by a special High Court of Justice 
in Soul, and convicted. Those arraigned for 
the former crime were (ried and sentenced on 
the 28th ult., while those connected with the latter 
were similarly dealt with two days later, The 
presiding judge was Cho Haku, then Vice- 
Minister of Justice and subsequently promoted to 
be Minister of that Department. The judgment 
passed with reference to the affair of Nov. 8th 
apparently absolves the Japanese from the ter- 
rible imputation of being the Queen’s assassins ; 
an imputation persistently credited in certain 
quarters. There were only three defendants in 
this case, namely, Boku Sen, an employé of a 
certain Japanese living in Soul; Li Shukai, an 
ex-Vice-Minister of War; and In Yon, an officer 
of the Body-guard. The offence of Boku, a 
young man of only 26 years, was of the imost 
heinous description, according to the finding 
of the Court. Dressed in foreign clothes, he 
joined the mob, his idea being to pass fora 
Japanese. When about to enter the Palace, 
he met Ko Kei-kun, a high official of the House- 
hold, who was afterwards killed in attempting 
to defend the Queen. Ko cried out vehe- 
mently to the crowd of men swarming into 
the premises of the Palace, that any one daring 
to intrude would be regarded as a traitor. 
Boku cut Ko over the elbow with a sword, and 
then rushed on. He proceeded to the sleep- 
“ing chamber of the Queen, whom he dragged 
; out into the corridor by her hair and stabbed to 
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- cloth, and burned, kerosine having been 
‘ poured over it. The foregoing account, ob- 
/ tained through the evidence of the widow 
* Kim, was accepted by the Court as conclusive, 
though the prisoner persisted in denying the ac- 
- cusation, The correspondent of the Arche 
Niché adds that the widow Kin and the cul- 
ia stood in the relation of stepmother and 
son, that they had lived together peace- 
fal y more than ten years, and that the Court 
, was guided by that fact as well as by the con- 
sistency of her testimony even when threatened 
: With severe punishment should her informa- 
; tion prove false. She seems to have frequented 
: the Palace in the capacity of sgamstress. 
The proof against the other two was less con- 
vincing, according to the finding. The ex- 
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} death. The corpse was then wrapped in black | J 
































Vice-Minister of War is said to have hastened 
to the Palace that morning on hearing news of 
a riot, and to have even saved several officers 
under critical circumstances. These acts, 
however, were regarded by the Court as proof 
of the defendant’s having been in secret collusion 
with the rioters. The Judge argued that had 
not the lawless mob recognised an authoritative 
accomplice in Li, they would never have liber- 
ated, at his instance, officers held at their mercy. 
Information obtained from other sources cor- 
roborated the presumption of the Court. The 
accusation against the third prisoner was that 
he secretly interred the charred remains of the 


Queen, and that he moved the troops under his. 


command in a manner indicating a sinister 
purpose. 


In consideration of these facts, the three were 
sentenced to be hanged. The sentence is said 
o have been executed on the evening of the 
same day. The judgment seems to have been 
equitable, for, with exception of Boku, who is 
said to have pleaded his innocence in a frantic 
manner, the two others received their sentence 
with apparent resignation, especially the ex-Vice 
Linister of War. 


The account of the judgment on the men im- 
plicated in the affair of the 28th is less circum. 
stantial, so faras it appears in the columns of 
the Micki Nicht, whose Séul correspondent 
has anticipated all others in sending the news. 
According to his report, Li Do-tetsu, who led 
the insurgents, and Liu Sai-matsu, who forged a 
secret message from the King, were sentenced 
to death. ‘The offence of four others charged 
with intended assassination was commuted by 
one degree, and they were exiled for life. Li 
Sai-yun, a relative of the King, An Kei-yu, who 
successively held various distinguished posts, 
and one other, were sentenced to one hundred 
blows and to confinement for a period of three 
years. Twenty-three others arrested in con- 
nexion with the affair were set free on the ground 
of insufficient evidence. In consequence of 
special consideration on the part of the King, 
Li was relieved from the ignominious punish- 
ment of flogging. An is universally admitted 
to be one of the cleverest and most eloquent 
politicians in Korea, but he is said to havekept 
silence throughout the proceedings in Court, 
as though he could see nothing but to acquiesce 
in the justice of the judgment. 


CRINESE NEWS, 
—\——_>__—_—. 

January 4th, 
An attempt is being made in China to create 
a belief that Great Britain and Japan have 
entered into a secret agreement involving some 
active steps next spring with regard to the Liao- 
tung Peninsula and Korea. Threatened by 
such contingencies, the statesmen of the Middle 
Kingdom have only Russia to depend on, and 
in return for the assistance of the Great Nor- 
thern Power, they are said to have granted 
Russia the privilege of encamping troops on 
the Chinese side of the Amur river; of laying 
a railroad through Manchuria; of wintering 
her fleet in{Kiao-chou Bay, and of landing troops 
at the latter place. Either Russian agents or 
Russia's friends are evidently endeavouring to 
assign to her, in Chinese eyes, the r6le of 
China’s sole protector. 

Nows from Chungking goes to show that the 
apanese are not unlikely to meet with a warm 
‘reception there when they arrive to select and 
mark out a settlement,- according to the terms 
of the Shimonoseki Treaty. On the bank of the 
Yangtze opposite to Chungking lies Kiangpei, 
dubbed ‘the anti-foreign city,” because its in- 
labitants, a few years ago, took all the Chris- 
‘tians living among them, tied them into sacks 

nd pitched them into the river; and hecause 
no missionary dares to show his face there 
dpenly. The Japanese contemplate choosing 

leir new settlement in Kiangpei, but the people 

Of that place declare that they will die rather 

ian permit anything of the kind. On learn- 
ng that the Japanese—recently sent to visit 
{he new ports indicated in the Shimono- 
seki Treaty—had left Ichang in four boats 


ifor Chungking, the forty wards of Kiang- 
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pei each turned out 100 men, carrying red, ye 
white, or yellow banners, and having about one 
jingal to every group of ten paraders. They ; 
marched around in procession, banged their; 
jingals, let off crackers, and shouted defiance} 
against the Japanese. But there is as yet; 
no news that all this smoke had any real fire} 
beneath it. 


A military academy is to be opened in Nan- 
king. A director has been appointed, the build- 
ings are about to be commenced, and there 
appears to be no doubt that the enterprise will 
be actually carried to completion. Meanwhile, 
a German book of tactics has been translated 
for the new army that is about to be organized 
in Nanking. 

A coal mine has been opened at Kianpu- 
s’ien, on the north bank of the Yangtze, about 
twenty miles from Nanking. Abundance of 
somewhat inferior coal has been found by sink- 
ing a shaft fifty feet. No machinery is yet used. 


A book just published in Shanghai—“ With f 
Boat and Gun in the Yangtze Valley "—givesa 
surprising, but apparently accurate, estimate of 
the number of pheasants shot or netted in the ; 
valley of the great river above Shanghai every | 
year. Some 2,500 brace fall to the guns of 
foreign sportsman, and about 40,000 brace are 
killed by Chinese for the Shanghai market, 
while 15,000 brace go to Japan, and sometimes @ 
a thousand brace ata time are put on board a 
mail steamer. 


Thirteen German officers are soon to be at- 
tached to a new German-drilled corps of 5,000 
men, quartered some 15 miles from Tientsin, 
under the command of the well known Yuan 
ia ‘formerly Chinese Representative in 

oul. 

It is alleged that the Chinese Government has 
restored to his former post—Brigadier-General 
of Nanwa, in Kuangtung—the Black Flag 
leader Liu Yung-fu, who, in nominal defiance 
of that Government’s orders, headed the rebel- 
lion against Japan's occupation of Formosa 
after the island had been formally ceded to her 
by China. Itis by such flagramt acts of con: 
(umelious bad faith that China _provokes ihe 
enmity of her neighbour. 


“ 


january 7th. 

An anti-foreign riot that might have assumed 
very serious dimensions, was barely averted on 
the 18th of December at Ichang, by the prompt 
landing of a party from H.B.M.S. Zs&, and by 
the British Consul’s earnest appeals to the 
Chinese local officials. The affair illustrates 
how curiously inflammable is the normal condi- 
tion of the Chinese mind where foreigners are 
in question. There was apparently no spirit of 
disturbance abroad, nor had any attempts been 
made to incite the people to violence. Acci- 
dentally, however, a bullet from an air-gun, fired 
by a Chinese employed on the Zs&, the men of 
which ship were having sports on some ground 
belonging to the American mission, struck a 
high official in the Customs service, and pene- 
trating his eye, killed him onthe spot. Almost 
immediately the crowds of hitherto peaceful 
Chinamen had united into a yelling mob, 
which surged along to the British Con- 
sulate, threw stones, smashed docrs and 
windows, and seemed to be ripening into 
the worst possible mood, when a party of 
British marines and sailors appeared of the 
scene. Meanwhile, the foreign ladies and 
children had all been hurried off to a steamer 
in the river, where they passed the night. The 
local officials showed commendable prompti- 
tude in calling out troops and posting whole- 
some proclamations. 


It is stated that a line of steam launches is to 
be run between. Ningpo and Hankow, where 
there is a large passenger traffic. Local Chinese 
officials are to have a share in the enterprise. 
Mrs. C. T. Gardner, wife of H.B.M. Consul 
at Amoy, died in her residence at that place on 
the 15th of December. 

A fleet of eleven foreign war-ships, supposed 
to be Russian, is reported to have made its ap- 
pearance at an island some 20 miles to the 
south-east of Kiaochon Bay, on the 26th of 
December. 


There is a strong movement in the Philippine” 


‘ 
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Islands to establish a subsidized line of steamers 
to Japan, and to develop the cotton-growing 
capacities of the islands, in view of Japan’s 
rapidly increasing demand for that staple. 

A French commercial mission, consisting of 
13 experts, has arrived in China, for the purpose 
of studying the naturel products, industries, 
commerce, resources, and requirements of the 
richest and most populous provinces of central 
and southern China, especially Yaunan, Sze- 
chuan, and Kueichan, and to collect all practical 
+ informatiou calculated to promote the develop- 
<ment of French trade. 

The promptness of Chinese justice was re- 
cently illustrated at Wukiang, a town twelve 
miles south of Soochow. Salt-smuggling is 
there a capital offence. Seven men were arrested 
on that charge about a month ago, and their 
heads’ quickly struck off. It subsequenily 
transpired that the whole offence of two out of 
the seven had consisted in happening to drink 
tea at the same table with some of the real 
smugglers. 

The weary land case at Kiukiang has at 
length been settled, and the foreigners are now 
in possession of the land—somewhat curtailed 
in dimensions but not made unserviceably small 
—about which the dispute arose. As for the 
unfortunate Chinamen, who were illegally im- 
prisoned for having sold the land, they are now 
free again after nearly 9 months in jail. 
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
—_——___——___—- 

The China Mail is fond of poking fun at its 
Gallic contemporaries in French Indo-China 
and elsewhere. Here is its latest in this vein :— 
Geography is a great science among the 
French. A man going from Madagascar to 
France put in at Mahé, in the Seychelles, and 
wrote to /’Jilustration \amenting about Mahé, 
“one of the pearls of the British Empire in the 
Indian Ocean, a pear! which used to adorn the 
crown of France.” Then the Pets? Colonial 
takes him up tenderly and says, ‘ fortunately 
we can inform him that it is the last of the 
diamonds which used to adorn our Indian jewel- 
case. See /’Annuatre des Colonies, page 550— 
Mahé, town on the Malabar Coast, India.” 
Then the Courrier d Haiphong jumps on them 
all, pointing out that there are two Mahés, both 
formerly French ; the one in India is still French, 
and the one originally referred to by /’Z/lustra- 
tion's correspondent is now a British possession, 
in the Seychelles Islands, on the way from 
Madagascar to Aden. Our Tonkin contem- 
porary is correct for once ; but if we remember 
rightly, it was the Courrier (or it might be the 
Avenir) which lately referred to a new issue of 
Johore postage stamps as belonging to “a place 
in Borneo where there is no postal service ; ” and 
now /'/ndependance Tonkinoise announces the 
coronation of H.H. Ibrahim, the new Sultan 
of Johore, under the heading of ‘‘ Borneo.” 

The new Volunteer Fleet steamer Viadimir, 
Com. Krager, arrived in Singapore on the 17th 

- December, from Odessa en rouse for Viadivo- 
stock. She brings a general cargo of 6,000 
tons, much of it railway material for the 
Siberian Railway. The Viadimir is one of the 
new Volunteer steamers, and was built by 
Denny Bros. of Dumbarton. She carried to 
Havre the present of the Czar to the French 
nation quite recently. Across the Bay the Viadi- 
mir encountered very bad weather, but the way 
she held her own was admirable, and she has 
made, in her maiden trip, a very successful 
voyage. 

On Friday, December 27th, the Douglas 
steamer Zhales completed her 4ooth voyage 
between Hongkong and Coast Ports and For- 
mosa. In honour of the occasion she was 
dressed ” in bunting with “ 400” in evergreens 
suspended between the masts, 

Bangkok seems to delight in libel cases: 
hardly three months go by, without one or an- 
other of the heads of the journals published in 
the capital of Siam occupying the position of 
defendant in a libel suit. The latest arose out 
of some serious riots that occurred at Sampeng, 
Bangkok, between two Chinese secret societies. 
A letter was published in the Bangkok Times 


alleging that Phya Turakan, Chief Inspector of 
Police, was a member of the Gee Hok Society, 
and had used the police under him to assist 
that Society against the See Lien Ku Society. 
An apology was demanded and refused. In 
the libel action that was the outcome, the jury 
held that there was not sufficiet evidence to 
support the plea of justification set up by Mr. 
Thorne, the editor and proprietor of the Zimes, 
but in the absence of express malice they as- 
sessed the damages at one tical ! 


The wail of the long-suffering Imuris share- 
holders is again heard from Shanghai and 
Hongkong. In reference toa suit entered in the 
Hongkong Supreme Court by the New Imuris 
Company (in liquidation) against Ng Lau 
Tong, for $62.48, the China Mail writes :—The 
Imuris shareholders are apparently being attack- 
ed already in Hongkong ; and, as usual, Hong- 
kong has not the promptness nor the spirit of 
Shanghai, and suffers thereby. The Shang- 
hailanders have already combined for mutual 
defence against any further attempts to extort 
calls from Imuris shareholders. In Hongkong 
there is no such organisation. * °* * There 
might have been any number of valid defences 
raised in the case just mentioned, but as it hap- 
pened, the defendant paid the money without 
showing fight. 


The pirates and marauders of Tonkin are 
again developing activity, the near approach 
of the New Year apparently giving an im- 
petus to their untuly passions. The Avenir 
of December 14th gives reports of five daring 
piratical outrages during one week. In one 
case marauders carried off for ransom the 
mother of the Augen or native district magis- 
trate; a large party set out in pursuit, but had 
to return with two men killed and one wounded ; 
a military force then went after the pigates, but 
was beaten back, and now 500 men with three 
cannon have had to be sent. In another case 
the pirates beheaded a number of native pri- 
soners, and burnt one of them with petroleum. 
In another case they boldly attacked a French 
post and wounded a sentry severely, taking 
themselves off unhurt into the jungle as soon 
as the alarm was given. 

‘‘ Dandy Dick,” Pinero’s lively sporting farce, 
was given by the Hongkong A.D.C., on Boxing 
Night, and earned general approval for the 
sprightliness of its representation, 


The body of the Rifleman who was drowned 
in Hongkong harbour some time ago was found 
on Christmas day by the police off Tsatsimui, 
and was taken to the cemetery and buried under 
the supervision of Lieutenant Alexander, 


At Singapore the other day a thief who was 
patronising the store of Messrs. Kelly and Walsh 
convicted himself in a rather amusing manner. 
He appears to have set his fancy on a clock- 
work alarm bell, valued at two or three dollars, 
and, having annexed that without attracting 
attention, was leaving the place with the bell 
carefully concealed up his capacious sleeve. 
As he passed through the door, however, by a 
lucky mischance—lucky at any rate for the firm 
—he inadvertently started the bell furiously 
ringing, and one of the employés at once gave 
chase, captured the thief, and secured the stolen 
property after a sharp tussle. 


A naval friend in high authority—whose name 
the Singapore Free Press has not taken the 
liberty to specify, writes thus privately by this 
mail:—‘ The recent reinforcement to the 
Channel squadron is but one sign out of many 
observable in the corridors of the Admiralty of 
a set determination to be prepared to take our 
part in the coming struggle, if it cannot be 
averted, in a way worthy of our traditions; and 
there is a feeling of critical times at hand, a 
sort of general impression that we are uncom- 
monly close to war. In the Service Clubs and 
the Messes the impression is gathering force as 
news spread of movements of a serious tendency 
in the War Office and Admiralty to hasten 
precautions and provide for tactical develop- 
ments at the shortest notice.” 


The British ship Zilitan Z. Robbins, Capt. 
Robbins, is now lying in Saigon awaiting her 
owner's instructions as to where she shall be 


Google 


repaired. She was on a voyage from New York 
to Shanghai, with a cargo of 600 tons of coal 
and general, when, on Nov. 2nd, she encounter- 
ed a terrific typhoon off the south end of For- 
mosa. Although lying to under goose-wing 
main topsails only, the force of the wind literally 
blew the masts ont of her. It took 50 hours 
incessant work to cut away the wreckage which 
hampered her, but it was done with no serious 
damage. Till Nov. 21st she drifted about when 


‘she was taken in tow by the Afachew and towed 


to Cape St. James, 350 miles distant. 








THE YOKOHAMA SAILING CLUB. 

The Yokohama Sailing Club recently brought 
to a close its ninth season, during which thirty 
races have been sailed, seventeen by the yachts of 
the A Division and thirteen by the small boats of 
the B Division, of which the following is an 
aualysis — 

A Division. 
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® Record Prize, 39 Rating Class. 

+ Champion Pennant, 29 Rating Class. 

t Weston Challenge Shield. 

§ Prize for highest speed. , 

@ 3-sth prize and Record;Prize and Champion Pennant, 26 
Rating Class. 
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B Division. 
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* Record prise and Champion Pennant for 17 Rating Class. 
+ Champion Pennant for 16 Raters. 
3 Record prize for 16 Raters. 
The Record Prizes in the several classes were 
won by the following boats :— 


39 Rating Class........Aary with...soet7 points, 
26 Rating Class.........Daimyo with,....17 potnts, 
17 Rating Class.........Sans Nom with,,,19 points, 
16 Rating Class.,....00.Petrel WIth) seveeeE2 points, 


The 32, 21, 14, and 12 Rating Classes were not 
represented this season. The average speed of 
the Record Prize winners is about the same as 
last year, although the winds experienced were 
scarcely so favourable, so it may be presumed 
that the maintenance of the speed is due to an 
improvement in the contesting yachts. 

As it is interesting to compare the performances 
of the boats during previous seasons with the pre- 
seut one, we give below the average speeds of the 


1894. 

39 Raters.........Maid Marion.. 143 sccccccoress 4.2 
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1895. 
0: RalerGiivecsc Bleep dle sscsev USO cdesudtincds 
20. Raters ccsecss LASBPO csiictsee IGT sdevevercees 
17 Raters,,,......Saas Nom.,..... 
TO. ROUGCR icesginal BEPC, case ssi wade (BO ci0sedscaase Bi 


A prize was offered for the yacht making the 
highest speed in any race during the season, which 
was open to all the yachts, the time to be correct- 
ed by the full theoretical time allowance for rating. 
This was won by the Spray, 33} tating, in a 25 
mile trace across the Bay on the 21st September, 
when her averaye corrected speed was 7.63 kuots 
per hour. The Mary, 39 tating, in the same race 
made an average speed of 7.50 knots, and the next 
best performance was that of the 17 rater Sans 
Nom, whose corrected speed in a 6 mile race on 
the 13th of July, was 7.48 knots. 

Thirty-one races have been sailed during the 
past season in which twenty-one different boats 
have taken part, as against twenty-four saces last 
year in which thirty boats sailed. This is exclu- 
sive of one A Division cace, that was not come 
pleted for want of wind, a cousolation race at the 
end of the season, which was open to all the Club 
fleet, and a sendoes’ race in B Division boats, our 
analysis only taking into consideration the te- 
gulac races for which record points were awarded, 

The number of entries was much smaller than 
last year, the diminution being principally among 
the B Division boats, ‘The number of boats, hov- 
ever, that completed the races they engaped in 
bore a much better proportion to the number of 
starters than in any previous year, The following 
table shows the fluctuations during the last four 
years :— 
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Average Complet- 
No. of No. of No. of ed the 
race. boats, Starters. course. 


1892,..A Divisio ...32 sss TE ssvses §:7 cesses 5:0 
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1893..A Diviston,..03) vvsces 30: cccses QS ssosse Pod 
1893...B Division...33 sscooe 13 esocce 7-0 seoses §-8 
1806. Fe Divisiai 53S cccsea EH. sserse. FiB) scssea OS 
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$895..:A Division ,..17. cccise 83: sovase SO casses §.0 


1895...B Division...13 nie. 8 oma tas 4.2 epee 


The prevailing winds during the past summer 
have been Easterly and very moderate in force. 
Only one race was sailed ina teally strong breeze, 
and that was at the bepinning of the season; it 
resulted in Spray being dismasted in a squall, 
after baving wiven the other two contestants, 
Neptune and Tori, a bad beating in a hard thrash 
to windward, 

The di:ection and force of the wind encounter- 
ed during the traces may be summarized as fol- 
lows :— 

A. Division. 

2 Races ..,.,,..Northeeast ........ Fresh. 

1 Race,..........Northeeast ....,... Moderate. 
2 Races ........North-east ,.......Light, 

2 Races ........South-east ....,.,..Light, 

1 Race,,,,...Southi-south-east .... Moderate. 
1 Race.....,.South-south-east .,., Light, 

SRBC a viscaceiis pre QUtll cisacevsonss DOFOg, 

S Races .,...00005es DOU ...0eeeree. Moderate, 
RGR isiayicdcdnne cele? ss rancccesistolgell RiTe, 
a Races..,.,.,..... Wariable...........Light. 


B. Division, 
4 Races .......,Notth-east ...,,..,. Moderate, 
1 Race ........Northeeast ..,....,Light. 
t Race ,.....East-vorth-east,,.,,. Moderate. 
1 Race ..,,.....Southeeast ........Light. 
2 Races .o..cesee0es SOUUN .,.,.0.0000e Moderate, 
Sh ECOG 555.000.505 64 OMEN Secvceanctesdste ills 
1 Race...,.,.South-south-west.,,.. Moderate. 
1 Race,,.......... Variable..,..,...«. Light. 


Three new boats have been added to the Club’s 


Record Prize winners for the last five years, which | fleet this year; viz., two 39 Raters and one 17 


is as far back as we have any record of them. 


AVERAGE SPKED OF RERCORD PRIZE WINNERS. 
18g. Speed 
Miles sailed, in knots. 
GD Ratets... bi Abdrigite socick WZ) scsesceeeses 3-3 
3G! Raters ccc cetcceLICiM YO. cos ccese, 163 cccsesesevee 3-7 
26 Raters.........Afolly Baws ... VAZh.ccsecceceee 3-5 
AF" WORMS ic icercisT PM p esas tien “SObs wins 28 
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39, Raterseo,...Aborigine ..irce  Sh.rcsecoveeee 202 
32! Raters. ..10 seeDatMyo secinevee T5SPececcveessee 3-7 
26 Raters.......Mol/y Baw... 155h....cc0000e 3-5 
59! RAGS oii ess FOS ci saedsnees ~ SORrreverssvees 20 
1893. 
39 Raters,......Afaid Marion... 1332.......00008 3-5 
32 RatersisercesecMary I. vissiesse TUOZ ccsssscess 9.0 
26 Raters,........ Molly Bawn ... Wik..ceie 35 
BF Raters iscrivrreLIWlGY peisctvre GB carvrcccacen BA 
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Rater. Zort, a new cutter yacht of 39 cating, 
was built during last winter for Captain Weston, 
to take the place of his old Aborigine, which was 
found to be wo match for the more modern boats 
in fer class. The new yacht is a fine able craft 
and strongly built; she has plenty of under water 
body, being about thirteen tons displacement, 
with good freeboard and moderate overhang for- 
ward and aft. This boat has shown a fair turn of 
speed and has secured six prizes during the season 
for nine races sailed ; two of these were first prizes, 
aud considering the company she sailed in this is 
a good record. At first she was found to berather 
too tender and ballast lad to be put inside to stif- 
fen her; uo doubt before another tacing season 
comes rouud this weight will be transferred to 
the keel, and then with some slight alterations to 
her sail-plan it is expected that her speed will be 
considerably increased. TZori’s dimensions are 


roughly about 40 feet overall length, 32 feet on 
load water line, 11 feet beam and 6} feet draft of 
water. Lead ballast on keel 5% tons, inside 
ballast rton., ‘Total sail area alout 1,850 squate 
feet. Sheis uvicely fitted up inside with comfort- 
able accommodation for cruising, and is ormameut= 
ed outside with a beautifully carved American 
eaple as a figurehead. 

The other new 39 tater is the Golden Hind, 
built during the spring for Mr. Alan Owston, 
This yacht was built partly on the lines of the 
well-known Thames tacing boat Ruby, and 
the most notable feature about her is the st. 
usually high freeboard, about four feet; the 
object of this was to get sufficient head coom in- 
side with a very moderate draft of water and also 
to evable her to go dry in aseaway. As she has 
not much ballast this extieme height above water 
rather takes off from her sail carrying power, but 
makes her a comfortable boat for cruising on the 
open sea, the purpose for which she is intended 
tobe used. She has a straight stem and only 6} 
feet of overhang aft, and although she has cone 
siderable beam, hee under water lines are long 
and easy, so that even with the small sailspread 
she caries, she appears to get through the water 
at a good tate and without making any wave to 
speak of, but her speed not having been tested in 
a race it is still an wncertain quantity. The die 
mensions of the Golden Hind aie;—Length over- 
all 48 feet, length on load water line 41} feet, 
beam 12 feet 4 in., and draft of water 6 feet 
ballast on keel, 42 tons and inside 2 ton. Her 
mast is 36% ft. long, bowsprit 7 ft., boom 4oft., and 
yard golt, She ts rigged with two saiis only, a 
lug mainsail, of the modem pattern, and a small 
foresail, the total area being ahont 1,400 :quase 
ft. The Golden Hind is the largest yacht that 
has been builtin Yokohama since the Rreege was 
built 22 years ago by Mr. G. M. Date, and is by 
yacht measurement a trifle bigger than that once 
well-kiown vessel. Sheis very strongly built, awa 
cruiser should be, and is in every way well fitted 
for her work. The inside accommodation consists 
of four berths with a shifting bulkhead between 
the two forward, aud two afier anes, to divide the 
space into two separate cabins if required; a pantry, 
lavatory, and all the fittings in the way of drawers 
and lockers necessary for those on board to stow 
their belongings and make things comfortable 
during a voyage. Forward there is ample accomo- 
dation for the crew, and alt is a clear space which 
would be available for fitting up four more berths 
or for stowage of stores on a long voyaye. The 
cabin is vot only fitted with every requisite for 
comfort but is nicely finished and tastefully 
decorated, 

The new 17 rater was built for Mr, L. Salabelle 
and some of his friends, and was called Sans Nom; 
she was completed justin time for the first race 
of this season, anid has been sailed ver y successfally 
throughout the summer, having wou four first 
prizes and seven others, among which are included 
the Record Prize and Champion Pennant for the 
17 tating class, This boat was built on the lines 
of the 1 rater Challenge slightly teduced, and 
catties a lug mainsail and foresail, with a total 
area of about 280 square feet. Her dimensions 
are approximately :—length over all 25 feet, 
length on load water line 17 feet, beam 5 feet, 
with a draft of about 2} feet without the board, 
Her fin keel has about gs00 Ibs, of lead on it, and 
sie has a heavy i:on centreboard in addition, 
The Sans Nom appears to be tather wet in a 
breeze, and considering that the 17 raters, racing 
course is Outside the breakwater she would pro- 
bably have been a better all sound boat if she had 
been built tothe full size of the original plan, with 
slightly smaller sails to keep her rating within the 
limits of the class. 


Mary, the new boat built last year, as was ex- 
pected from her performance in her first race 
sailed at the end of last season, turned out to 
be the fastest yacht in Yokohama, and when fairly 
sailed can give any other boat in ler class a minute 
per mile whether the wind be strong or light; she is 
a handsome beat and caries a beautiful suit of 
sails, and altogether makes a very pretty picture 
when under way. 


The JMfaid Marion was given a new snits of 
Lapthorn sails, and has also had the cement taken 
out of her and some lead added to her keel instead, 
with the result that her speed has been much 
improved, 

Neptune bas undergone several alterations, her 
keel and sail-plan being reduced aud her counter 
lengthened out. Although fast under certain 
conditions, this boat was not altogether a success, 
and has now been sold, her owner it is said in- 
tending to build another and much bigger boat. 

Spray had her canvas increased and came into 
the 39 raling class, where, for a boat that was 
never intended for anything but a cruiser, she 
was very successful and had the honour of winning 
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le prize given for the highest speed made by 
any boat during the season, She was sailed in 
every sace, and but for an accident during one 
would have finished them all. 

Daimyo had her sails slightly reduced, bringing 
her tating down from 31} to 29}. As she has 
been sailed throughout the season with the 26 
rating class it is rather a pity that she was not 
reduced to 26 rating, so that she could sail on 
even terms with the other boats. As that was the 
class she was originally built for, it would have 
been no great hardship to reduce her rating to 
fit the class, and there is not the slightest doubt 
but that she would have been quite as successful, 
while the owners of the others boats would have 
had more satisfaction in competing with her. Dat- 
myo was the only yacht that sailed and finished 
every tace open to her during the season, 

Sea Gull came out in a full cutter rig and show. 
eda great improvement from last year, both in 
speed and comfort in a seaway 3 she sailed nine 
races and wow three first prizes, after which she 
was shipped to America, her owner having return- 
ed to that country for a time. 

The other yachts that have been sailed in A 
Division races have done nothing worthy of parti- 
cular mention, being only cruisers that maioly 
depend for success on a liberal handicap. 

The B Division now contains quite a good fleet 
of boats, of which five are full 17 raters and three 
16 raters, The entries, however, were very poor, 
only four or five boats as a rule competing in any 
race. Atthe commencement of the season Daisy, 
Nandeska, and Sans Nomhad the pick of the prizes 
between them ; afterwards Datsy was sent to Kobe, 
Nandeska was withdrawn from the racing, and 
Sans Nom \iad everything her own way until the 
committee made a separate class of the 16 raters 
in order to induce them to sail, which they did 
pretly regularly after the beginning of June, and 
it must be said they met with a fair measure of 
success, For various seasons, Cocktail, Hokiboshs, 
Black Hawk, Fessica, Queenie, and one or two 
other small boats, were not entered in any of the 
Club traces during the summer. Some of them, 
however, sailed in races not in connection with the 
Club under the designation of the ‘* Mosquito” 
fleet; they had full entries and some good sport, 
which, however, would have been better if they had 

not been so very unfortunate in striking calm days. 

The Mosquito fleet has no organization as a 
Club and is in no way intended to be in opposition 
to the Yokohama Sailing Club; if the incoming 
commiltee see fit to offer any encouragement to 
small boat racing there is no doubt but that they 
will find the whole of them again entering in the 
Club races, with the addition of new ones now 
building and others as yet only on paper. 

The Sailing Club Committee gave notice to the 
members of several alterations to the Club’s rules 
which were proposed at the meeting on the 2oth 
December, as follows :— 

Sailing Rules—=Time Scale.x—The Club time 
scale allowance to be doubled. 


Rules 28 and 29.—To be cancelled. 

Rule 26.—Add : and no prize shall be award- 
ed to any boat until the owner or his re- 
presentative signs a declaration that the 
course has been duly sailed over and sione 
of the sailing rules infringed. 

Classification.—Papeig. A” Classand “B” 
Class to be altered to A and B Division. 

Rule 13.—Add: and no change in system of 
measurement or in sailing rules shall be 
made excepting in the months of November 
and December. 

Rule 20.—No shifting or trimming of ballast 
to be allowed during a race. 

Rule 15.—No luffing to prevent an overtaking 
boat from passing except when close-hauled. 

General Rule.—To provide that persons re- 
joining after expulsion, etc., are to be bal- 
loted for. 


These proposed alterations, with the exception 
of the first, appear to be of but little importance; 
some of them are probably proposed simply for 
the sake of change, and the last one, to say the 
least of it, seems rather out of place in a Club 
which is not a social institution. 

With regard to the time scale, it is generally 
conceded that the present time allowances are 
too small and should be increased, but how much 
is a matter for consideration. Doubling the time 
allowance as proposed appears to be about right, 
if we may judge by a comparison of the average 
speed made by representative boats during the 
past season, their times being corrected by double 
the present time allowance. With this correction, 
Mary, 39 rating, averaged 4.2 knots; Dasmyo, 
33% rating, 4.0 knots; Sans Nom, 17 rating, 4.0 


knots; and Vega, 16 rating, 4.4 knots per hour.. 


This, however, only gives an approximate compati- 
son as the boats did wot sail in the same races or 
at the same time. 


Go 


Double time allowance, unfortunately, will not 
do away with the necessity of arbitrary handicaps 
for cruising boats, though for up-toedate racers it 
should apparently be quite sufficient. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
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(Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre= 
rpondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.] 


THE JAPANESE WINEBERRY. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE ‘ JAPAN Malt.” 

S1rx,—Looking through a Nurseryman’s cata- 
logue the other day, received from California, I 
came across a description and illustration of what 
is called a “new fruit from Japan,” the “ Japan- 
ese Wineberry.” Ihave travelled a good deal in 
Japan, but have never met with it. Can you, or 
any of your readers, give any information in re- 
gardtoitP The description of it, cul from the 
catalogue, is as follows .—" This new fruit from 
Japan has provoked considerable discussion as to 
its history, etc., but all unite as to its distinct 
character aad handsome appearance. Below we 
reprint the description of the introducer :—I[t 
belongs to the raspberry family; is a strong, 
vigorous grower, attaining the usual height of a 
raspberry, and is perfectly hardy in all positions 
without protection. Itis, in fact, more hardy and 
vigorous than any raspberry or blackberry. It 
stands alike the cold of northern winters and the 
heat of southern summers without the slightest 
deyree of injury. Its leaves are of the darkest 
green outside and silvery white underneath, The 
young shoots and branches are covered with a 
reddish-brown hair or moss. The fruit is borne 
in large clusters, often seventy-five to one 
hundred berries in a bunch, These berries are, 
from the time of formation and bloom until 
they ripen, enclosed in a ‘bure,’ which is forme. 
ed by the calyx covering them entirely. When 
ripe, the bure opens, exhibiting a large berry 
of the brightest, light glossy scarlet, or sherry 
wine colour. The burrs and stems are covered 
with a heavy, reddish moss, like a moss-ruse bud. 
It is absolutely free from all insect ravages. 
Worms cannot crawl up the stems and branches, 
owing tothe moss or hair with which they are 
covered, The flavour of the fruit is entirely dif- 
ferent from any other berry, being very sprightly, 
sweet, and juicy, having no disagreeable sour, but 
a delicate and luscious flavour peculiar to itself, 
and superior to other berries. The seeds are very 
small, and no more objectionable or noticeable 
than the seeds in strawberries, which gives this 
berry another point of great superiority over 
raspbetties or blackberries. For canning or 
preserving, the Wineberry is greatly superior to 
any other fruit.” 

I may add that the fruit shown in the illustra- 
tion is like a blackberry in shape, growing in a very 
thick cluster, aud the foliage is like rose leaves. 


Vours, &c., INQUIRER. 
January 7th, 1896. 














THE RAILWAY SYSTEM IN FAPAN 
—»——___—_——. 
Toxaipo Lins with BRANCHRS, 440} MILEs, 





By F. H. Trevitnick. 


Government Railways 580 miles 69 chains open- 
ed, and 398 miles 64 chains under construction. 

Miles-chains. 

Tokaido Line and Branches .........secse008 440-30 


Takasakis-Naoetstt viscccccssscsesssssteceeesscee L710 
Fukushima-Aomori .....:cccsscsssesseessseseeees 299-26 
Tsuruga-Toyama v.viccsccscscsssssesssessesssvee 123-58 
Total miles.isccccccsesssssescssseessesssessses O79°53 
The Tokaido Line starts from Shinbashi Station 
in Tokyo: the Bay of Shinagawa is skirted and 
that of Kanagawa crossed by well-protected em- 
bankments and Yokohama is reached. This sec- 
tion was opened on the t2th of October, 1872. It 
was at first a single line with wooden bridges and 
culverts; but was doubled and the works recon- 
structed before the middle of 1880. The engineer- 
ing difficulties were few and the heaviest gradient 
is r in 100 for about a mile. ‘Ihe bridge over the 
Rokugo river, consisting of six spans of 100 feet 
and twenty-four spans of 44 feet; built in 1876-7 
to replace the original timber bridge. There are 
numerous smaller bridges and culverts, all of a 
permanent character. Leaving Yokohama stae 
tion the line proceeds westwards, and, turning to- 
wards the left at Hodogaya, passes through the 
small mountain range that divides Musashi from 
Sagami and reaches Kodzu Statioti (48 miles 74 
chains). At Kodzu it turns to the right and 


gle 


reaches Yamakita. The ground thus far is fairly 
level, and though there is some pretty stiff work 
in connection with the bridge over the Banyu river 
consisting of eighteen spans of 70 feet; and the 
Shimidzu-yato tunnel, 693 feetlong, between Ho- 
dogaya and Totsuka Station; yet ow the whole 
the natural features of the country presented few 
difficulties. From Yamakita, which is 361 feet 
above the sea level, to Gotemba, which is the 
highest point on this part of the road, being 1,499 
feet above sea level, is a distance of 12 miles, 17 
chains; in the distance of 15 miles, 29 chains to 
the town of Numadzu (which is 29 feet above sea 
level) shows a drop of 1,470 feet. It should be 
noted that the part from Yamakita to Numadzu, 
a distance of 274 miles, has the most important 
engineering work on the Tokaido, for some sharp 
gradients and curves are necessary; the ruling 
gradients for a length of 15 miles being 1 in 40. 
The 7 tunnels amount to 6,691 feet; and several 
bridges of spans of 100 feet, and 200 feet. The next 
distance of 14 miles is generally flat; the Fuji 
river is one of the largest streams on the route. 
The velocity is as much as 27 feet a second in 
time of flood. 


After crossing the Fuji on a bridge of nine spans 
of 200 feet, the line passes Shidzuoka, crosses the 
Abe river and touches the sea coast at Ishibe. The 
length of this stage is about 24 miles, over com- 
paratively level ground, with this exception, howe 
ever, that for g miles between Nakanogo and 
Okitsu the toad has to wind tound the bluffs, 
which at this point are the distinguishing charace 
tetistics of the sea coast. In two places tunnels, 
together 567 feet long, and the Okitsu and the 
Abe rivers, are spanned by bridges of ten spans 
of 60 feet, and twenty-four spans of 7o feet. 
From Ishibe the line passes through a hilly coun- 
try, Crossing the Seto river, joining the Tokaido 
road near Fujieda, and crossing the Oi river near 
Shimada. Between Ishibe and Kamiyajo the line 
runs Cluse to the sea, and as the coast is here very 
precipitous the woik of construction is difficult, the 
cliff overhanging the toad in some places, and in 
such spots it was found that stones fell on the 
road, Consequently the route was changed 
slightly and the Sekibe tunnel, 2,865 feet, was 
made at this point. Within a very shost distance, 
the Isohama tunnel, 3,167 feet, is entered. From 
there, however, lo the Oi river the country is level. 
The bridge over the Oi river has sixteen spans of 
200 feet, and it is the second longest on the line. 
Extensive earthworks were constructed along the 
side of a hill, for a distance of three miles from the 
Oi tiver to the Makino-hara tunnel, 3,273 feet, 
where the line ascends to the height of 277 feet 
above sea level. Between Kamiyajo and Mansui 
considerable excavation and*filling up were neces- 
sary, but for 17 miles beyond the latter point to 
the ‘Tenryu river the line is generally level. As it 
passes through rice fields, there is always danger 
of flooding. The Tenryu river bridge of nineteen 
spans of 200 feet is the longest railway bridge in 
Japan. Westward from here, via Hamamatsu to 
Maizaka the country is generally low and damp, 
and farther on considerable embankment with 
three bridges, eight spans of 60 feet, nine 
spans of 60 feet, and twenty-four spans of 60 
feet, are necessary along the side of the Hama- 
ma Lake. There are extensive excavations at 6 
miles from Arai to Uyenohara, but the ground is 
level for 8 miles beyond that point to Toyohashi. 
Thence the line passes through the valleys of To- 
yokawa, crosses the Toyo river ona bridge of eleven 
spans of 70 feet, pierces the Hoshikoshi mountain 
with a tunnel ggo feet long, some three miles south 
of yoga, approaches the sea coast at one place, 
and then turns inland towards Yahagigawa 20 
miles from Toyokawa, crosses the Yahagi river 
on a bridge of fifteen spans of 70 feet, and pro- 
ceeds by Mibori-mura, Kariya, etc., to Obu, after 
crossing the Sakae rivet. From here to Nagoya 
the line passes through a level country. The 
gradient between Nagoya and Ogaki is compara- 
tively level, but the following rivers, the Biwae 
shima nine spans of 70 feet, the Kiso nine spans 
of 200 feet, the Napara § spans of 200 feet and 
fouc spans of 100 feet, and the Ibe five spans of 
200 feet, had to be bridged besides tumerous 
smaller Lridges and culverts required for the irri- 
gation of the Mino rice plain, increased considere 
ably the expense of this section, 

Ogaki Station (262$ miles) is at the boundary 
of level and steep gradients. From here the line 
follows the Nakasendo Kaido to the top of the 
Sekigahara pass, rising in 12 miles 753% feet, and 
then descending 490 feet to Maibara on Lake 
Biwa. Ou this section there is about 8 miles of a 
gradientof rin go. The gradient is fairly easy 
to Tarni. Here the line enters the hills and the 
gradient is heavy over the pass to Nagaoka 
Station with embankments and cuttings, the dis- 
tance being ro miles. 


The line from Maibara to Baba is 35 miles, 60 
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chains, and was known as the Koto Section. 
It runs along the East shore of Lake Biwa. 
Passing through the Mushiyama tuunel of 100 
feetit reaches Hikone, after crossing the Takamiya 
river eighteen spans of 40 feet, and the Yechi 
river on twenty spans of 60 feet, then through 
the Koshipgoye tunnel 468 feet-to Hachiman ; from 
there the line crosses the Nibo river on twelve 
spans of 60 feet, through a tunnel under the Ya- 
nomune river 170 feet, over the Yasu river on 
four spans of 100 feet and eighteen spans of 70 
feet, to Kusatsu Station. Here there is a con. 
nection with the Kansai railway, which is a pti- 
vate company running to Yokkaichi on Owari 
Bay. From Kusatsu the line passes through a 
tunnel of 224 feet under the Kusatsu river, ctosses 
the Seta tiver which runs out of Lake Biwa, ona 
bridge of nineteen spans of 70 feet and in a westl- 
ern direction to Baba Station. 

From Baba Station there is a branch line cf 1 
mile 23 chains to Otsu. This was for many years 
a terminal station. There are extensive goods. 
sheds, several sidings and wharves, and appli- 
ances for loading vessels trading on the lake. A 
commodious harbour protected by a break-water 
was also constructed, resulting in a heavy trade 
on Lake Biwa. Two large steamers belonging 
to the railway ran daily between Otsu and 
Nagahama for many years. It was known at 
that time that when the railway was extended 
the line would branch off at Baba, so it was made 
from the commencement a depdt for engines and 
rolling stock, Now this branch is used exclu- 
sively for goods traffic, which is still large, many 
steamers running to different places. 

Leaving Baba the line ascends a gradient of 
1 in 40 through Osakayama tunnel 2,181 feet to 
Otani, about 2 miles, then descends a_ similar 
gradient of 3 miles to Yamashiro, and up an- 
other similac gradient for 2 miles, and along an 
easier gradient to Kyoto Station, distance 10 
miles; on this section there are forty-eight biid- 
ges and culverts, but the only bridge of any 
magnitude is the one over the Kamo river near 
Kyoto, which consists of eight spans of So feet. 

The country between Kyoto and Kobe is fairly 
level and the expense is principally due to bridge 
wotk, The Katsura civer is spanned with twelve 
spans of 100 [t; then the Upper Kansaki and the 
Upper Juso rivers, with 13 spans of 100 feet, and 
five spans of 100 feet; after leaving Osaka the 
Lower Juso, and the Lowe: Kansalksi rivers are ct os- 
sed by nine spans of 70 feet and seventeen spans of 
70 feet ; as the line had torun into Osaka these two 
rivers arecrossedtwice. The last river of import- 
ance is the Muko, which is crossed by twelve 
spans of 70 feet. From here three sivers are 
tunnelled under—the Ashiya river tunnel 365 feet, 
the Sumiyoshi river 165 feet, the Ishiya river tune 
nel 200 feet. ‘Then descending a bank of 1 in 100 
the Kobe terminal is reached, having completed 
376 miles 31 chains. 

The railway compound at Kobe is a valuable 
and extensive plot of land, with a good water 
frontage on the west side of the harbour. There 
is a good passenger station with brick buildings. 
Into this station and yard the Sanyo Railway has 
running powers. This is a private railway company 
starting fromthe Kobe Station and going ina wes- 
terly direction to Elitoshima, a distance of 1892 
miles. There is also provided a pier 450 feet long 
and 40 feet broad, with three lines of rails, where 
sea-going ships of 20 feet diaught can load and dis- 
charge cargo. Kobe Station being the head-quarters 
of the Western Section of the Government Railways, 
there are large offices for the engineering, luco- 
totive, traffic, and stores departments; godowns 
for storing material; works for building and repair. 
ing engines, cartiages, waggons, and doing any 
other mechanical work required on the railway, 
besides having an engine, catriage, and waggon de- 
pét, and general arrangement for coaling and 
wateting theengines. The Shimbashi property ia 
Tokyo isa valuable and large piece of land border. 
ed on two sides with a canal, which is used by the 
boats bringing and taking away goods. Besides the 
goods shed the station and works for building and 
repairing engines, carriages, and waggons, there 
are the principal offices of the Government Rail- 
ways, also head quarters of the Eastern Section, 
the two being in many ways combined. Close by 
isthe Teishinsho (Department of Communica 
tions) of which the Railway isa Bureau, and where 
the Director of Railways has his office and per. 
sonal staff. A branch line of the Nippon Railway 
Company joins the line at Shinagawa, and has 
running powers from that station to Shimbasht 
Station, a distance of three and a quarter miles. 


THe NUMBER or IRON BRIDGES AND CUL- 
VERTS ON THE ‘TOKAIDO RAILWAY AND ITS 
BRANCHES —The number of iron bridges and 
culvertson the Tokadio Railway and its branches 
is 1,020, which, if put together, would measure 
about 61,492 feet=11.65 miles. The weight of 
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metal represented by these spans would amount 


to about 25,000 tons. 


There are 38 Tunnels having a total length of 


6 miles 970 yards and 2 feet. 


‘Tue Yokosuka BRANCH—10 MILEs 3 CuHains. 


—This branches from the Tokaido Railway at 


Ofuna, 29$ miles from Tokyo, Thence it proceeds 
southeeastwaid to Kamakura, passing through the 
Ogigayatsu tunnel 502 feet, piercing then the hills 


at Nagoye with a tunnel 1,130 feet long, it reaches 
Dzushi Station, then passes through six tunnels, 
namely, Numama 1,319 feet, Taura 311 feet, 
Shichikama 317 feet, Nayaura 604 feet, Tanoura 


615 feet, Yoshikura 519 feet; and thus reaches 


Yokosuka. Although the total distance does not 


exceed but a little over 10 miles, yet owing to the 


rugged wature of the ground 8 tunnels are neces- 
sary, of the total length of 5,317 feet. ‘The con- 


struction was begun January, 1888, and was com- 


pleted July, 1889, at a cost of yen 41,372 per mile, 
making the total cost yen 413,720. 

One principal reason for this line was the Naval 
dockyard and station at Yokosuka, with a torpedo 
school at Nagaura. It isa little peculiar having 
the line to Yokosuka that arrangements have not 
been made to carry the rails into the dockyard, or 
that there is no station at Nagaura for the con- 
venience of those travelling, as several officials 
must go forth and back daily. The traffic has 
proved very Satisfactory, and the sea-side villages 
must have benefited greatly. 


miles from Tokyo. The country through which 
gineeting difficulties. On approaching Handa 
the line is neac the sea coast. As the line was 
made for the convenience of bringing material for 
the construction of the then intended Nakasendo 


able on account of the depth of water. The line 
was tun 3% miles towards the end of the pro- 
montory to Taketoyo, where a whaif was made so 
as to be able to unload from the barges at all 
states of the tide; there are 12 bridges having 22 
spans of different sizes, none of the bridges being 
of any importance. 

Tue MarBArRA-KANBGASAKI-BRANCH, 31 MILES; 
aLso THK FukaTani-NaGaAHAMA S&CTION, 9 
MILes 60 CHains.—This branch is better known 
as the Maibara-Tsuruga, as Kanegasaki Station 
is on the watetreside and is similar to what Otsu 
isto Baba Station, namely, at this terminal station 
there are extensive poodsesheds, several sidings 
and wharves, and appliances for loading and une 
loading vessels, also a commodious harbour pro- 
tected by a breakwater to shelter the smaller 
vessels, the large steamers coming into Tsuruga 
Bay having to anchor outside. Tsuruga itself is 
exposed to the seas coming into the bay during 
the more trying months of the year; and at one 
time it was under serious consideration to extend 
the line round the west side of the bay to the 
natucal harbour of Kutsunoura, a distance of 
about 3 miles. This fine harhour is much fre- 
quented by large junks, especially inwinter. There 
is good holding ground, and full protection from 
the north and west winds, to which Tsuruga itself 
is exposed. : 

The line takes a northerly direction from Mai- 
bara, crosses the Amano tiver, runs along the 
shore of Biwa Lake and joins the older line 
(Nagahama-Tsuruga) at Nagahama, This town 
was mostly made when it was the terminal station, 
and had a large trade passing through from the 
steamers and other vessels on the lake. There 
was alsa a small shop for repairing engines, cat- 
tiages, and waggons, and doing other work te- 
quited by the engineers working on consteuction, 
Since through communication, this shop has been 
dismantled, and the importance of the town bas 
deci eased. 

Leaving Nagahama, the Aneand Tonoto rivers 
are crossed, and until approaching Yanagase 
station the gradients are not steep; from here to 
the top of the pass, which is 813% feet above sea 
level, the pradient is 1 in 45 fora little over one 
nile. The Yanapase tunnel, 4,435 feet, is the 
chief work of importance, and it ts the longest 
tailway tunnel in Japan and was foue years in 
course of construction; the gradient in the tunnel 
is 1 in 40; and from the top of the pass to Hikida 
Station, over 5 miles, the ruling gradient is 1 in 
40, and passing through the Kotone, 187 feet, the 
Tone, 648 feet, and the Sosogi tunnel, 180 feet. 
The embankments, the cutlings, and the retaining 
walls are heavy. 

The line fron. Nagahama to Fukatani, g miles 
60 chains, is now used only as a Goods Line. The 
works call for no particular mention. The original 
line ran from Nagahama to Tsuruga, and Nagase 
hama via Fukatani to Ogaki, and this section was 
opened to the public on the 25th May, 1884. As 
soon as the line was made from Fukatani to Mai- 


Tugs Osu-laxetoro Brancu—12 MILtes— 
leaves the Tokaido Railway at Obu, which is 223} 


the line runs is mostly level and there are no en- 


Railway, it was found that Handa was not suit- 









ceptions unimportant, 


bara, and from Maibara to Nagahama, then this 
piece was closed, and since then as the goods 
traffic is heavy over the Sekigahara incline it has 
been re-opened for that purpose. 

Tag TakaSAxiI-Naogtsu SgscTion—117 Mites 
—will be divided into three Sections—the Naoetsu- 
Karuisawa, the Tokogawa-Takasaki, and the 
Karuisawa-Tokogawa. 


THe NaoyeTsu-Karuizawa SecrTion — 92 
Mives 10 CHAINS—stlarts from the south of the 
town of Naoyetsu in Echigo, and proceeds to 
Arai, passing Takata, and crossing the Yashiro 
river. The distance between these two places is 
103 miles, and as the country is level the opera- 
lionsareeasy. From Arai the railway crosses the 
rivers of Shibutani and Katakaiand travels along 
the banks of the Seki and the Aka river to Kashi- 
wabara, ‘The distance between Arai and Kashi- 
wabara is 18 miles, and for the most part over 
hilly ground, as an illustration of which it may be 
mentioned that the Kashiwabara station is ata 
height of 2,204 feet above the sea level. Fora 
distance of about 14 miles the line has a gradient 
of one in forty; and at Otagiri the work is special- 
ly heavy. From Kashiwabara the line proceeds to 
Furuma, where it crosses the highway and runs for 
some distance along the bank of the Torii tiver, 
and passing through a narrow ravine, touches the 
village of Mure, and reaches Toyono Station. The 
section is a little over 11 miles in length, for 6 
niles of which the country is so steep as to require 
a gradient of onein forty. Toyono Station stands 
at an elevation above the level of the sea of 1,093 
feet and is the lowest part of the line south of Sekie 
yama. The next stage, a length of 28 miles, pass- 
ing Nagano to Uyeda, is over ground for the most 
part level, and the work presents few difficulties ; 
the chief undertakings being the spanning of the 
Sai and Chikuma rivers with bridges consisting of 
I span 200 feet, and 3 spans 100 feet, and 8 spans 
of 40 feet, total length, 694 feet. From Uyeda the 
route passes along the bank of the Chikuma river, 
intersecting the old castle ground at the town of 
Komuro and crossing the Nakasendo at Miyoda 
Station ; then it follows this road to Karuizawa, a 
distance of 8 miles. For a distance of 5$ miles 
between Uyeda and Tanaka the land is flat, but 
to the south, for some 15 miles the line rises, as it 
passes close to Asamayamna, and attains a height 
of 3,244 feet above the sea. The entire length of 
the railway to New Kasuizawa Is g2 miles 10 chains. 
Of this distance a gradient greater than one in a 
hundred is required for 47 miles, of which over 27 
miles has a gradient of one in forty. There are 
several places where a curve of 15 chains radius 
is required. 

The surveying of this line was begun in May, 
1885, and completed May, 1886. [0 August, 
1886, the Naoetsu-Sekiyama Section, 18} miles, 
was opened for traffic. From Sekiyamato Toyono 
Station 20% miles, has by far the greater propor- 
tion of heavy construction, At one point, the em- 
bankment being 120 feet high, the material dealt 
with in the short distance of oue mile and 67 chains 
tepresented an extent of 175,000 tsubo; besides 
there are three short tunnels representing 1,094 
feet. From Komuro to 88 miles the work presents 
difficulties in consequence of the height of the 
embankments crossing some of the valleys. The 
extent of eatthwork vendered necessary on the 
line is in the aggregate 757,600 tsubo, of which 
479,200 tsubo represent embankment and 278,400 
tsubo excavation. 


The section noth of Kashiwabara traverses a 
region where the suow fall is especially heavy. On 
this section, yearly, the traffic is entirely stopped, 
sometimes during several weeks. Snow falls fre- 
quently from the beginning of January to the 
middle of March, avd at times the depth is over 
10 feet. On the 15th February, 1893, there were 
3,700 people employed clearing the snow away; on 
the 27th February 3,100 people; and the 7th 
March 3,200 people. 


YokoGawa-TaKaSakt SEcTION—18 Mites— 
leaves ‘Takasaki Station on the Tokyo-Mayee 
bashi Section of the Japan Railway Company (63 
miles from Tokyo), aud stops shart before reach- 
ing the point where serious difficulties occur, 
though it rises over a thousand feet, having in one 
place neatly three miles of a gradient of one in 
forty. As, however, the line follows the general 
contour of the country, the works are with few ex- 
The Karasu river and the 
Usui tiver are spanned with 8 spans of so feet, 
and 10 spans of 4o feet. 


Yoxooawa-Karuisawa SecTion=—7 MILES=—= 
The question of making the connection between 
Yokogawa, 1,263 feet, and Karuizawa, 3,080 feet 
above sea level, has been the cause of much 
thought and consideration to the railway engie 
neers. Minute surveys over the Usuitoge (pass), 
an extremely rough potion of the Nakasendo 

No: 2.~—One tsubom8 cubic yards. 
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highway, had been made in past years. They 


resulted in proving that to lay an ordinary rail- 


way over the pass would, in the first place, require 
a large expenditure, and when completed on gra 
dients of one in forty, and with sharp curves, it 
would be about 17 miles long. At about this lime 
two young engineers retuned after 1 year's trip 
to America and Europe, sent to study. railway 
construction, and they were greatly taken with the 
Abt track railway system for passing over rough 
country. And from this and other circumstances 
the adoption of the Abt system for this district was 
decided upon, and fresh surveys of three different 
routes under this system were begun in April, 
1890; they are: 


First: Tae Wamt Roure.—This, the most 


southern of the three routes, leaves the Karuisawa 
plain by the Wami pass, and proceeds on its 
downward course by the hamlets of Onga, Aka. 
hama, and Arai, and enters Yokogawa Station, 


The distance is 7 miles so chains, of which 2 miles 
64 chains are on a gradient of 1 in 40, and 4 miles 


67 chains incline of 1 in 15. ‘Tunnels ace 17 in 
number, with an aggregate length of 183% chains, 
or 2 miles 234 chains. 


SeconD: : 
central route. It emerges from the Karuisawa 
plain by Mount Manatcho, and skirting around 
Mount Inamuro proceeds on to Akahama, and 
thence to Yokogawa with 1 in 40 gradient, Its 
length would be 7 miles 36 chains, of which 2 miles 
64} chains areon agradient of 1 in 40, and 4 miles 
S1¢ chains on rin 15. The tunnels would be 3 
in number, with an aggregate length of 154 chains 
or 1 mile 74 chains. 


Tairp: Tue Naxao Routs.—This is the most 
northerly route. 
tion and follows the new road (Nakasendo) in the 
Nakao Valley, and joins via Sakamoto, the exist- 
ing railway at Yokogawa, Its length is 6 miles 
77% chains, of which 2 miles 28 chains are on an 
incline of 1 in 40, and 4 miles 493 chains on 1 in 
15. Tunnels 26 in number with an aggregate 
length of 221 chains 88 links, or 2 miles 612 chains. 


Whien the results of the preliminary surveys of 
these alternative lines were compared, it was seen 
that the Wami line, though encumbered by one 
tunnel of over 60 chains, bad the smallest number 
of them; that the Iriyama line was hampered 
by sumerous curves; and that the Nakao line 
by following the main road in close proximity, 
had au ample means of supplying material. A 
second survey of the Wami, and the Nakao line, 
the results of which proving satisfactory to the 
Nakao line, it was finally adopted in February, 
1891. 

The line was commenced in March, 1891. It 
being laid out over a wild district, has necessitated 
engineering works of no ordinary nature, rocky 
hills having to be cut away and ravines filled up, 
extremely steep gradients introduced, as many as 
twenty-six different places within this short dis- 
tance having had to be pierced by tunnels. 
Thanks to the fact of the line being located along 
the public roadway, and the latter having thereby 
afforded ample means of transportation and dis- 
tribution by means of the horse tramway, no 
dearth in the supply of material has been experi- 
enced at the places where the works were being 
carried on. 


The experience gained from the practical illu- 
strations of the effects of earthquake phenomena 
on bridge work during the great earthquake of 
the Owari and Mino provinces, being availed of, 
some alteration of the designs for the brick 
arches and piers of the bridges on this railway 
was necessitated. The principal bridge is over 
the Usui river ; it has four spans of 60 feet, built 
of brick arches, and it is 110 feet above the 
ground: there are 2,200,000 bricks in the structure. 


The consteuction of this line was begun in 
March 1891, and opened for traffic on the ast 
April, 1893. It was therefore completed in 25 
months. ‘The principal works connected with 
this line were :—Earthworks, cuttings, embank- 
ments, deviation of roads, etc., etc., 89,404 tsubo; 
tunnels 26 in number, with an aggregate length 
of 14,644 feet; bridges 18; with an aggregate 
length of 1,471 feet; culverts 20; rails laid for the 
main line and the sidings 8 miles 44 chains; a 
passing station at Kumaenosetaira, which is half 
way up the gradient; and other buildings 651 tsubo. 








The stanniferous, or tin-bearing area in New 
South Wales is estimated at 54 millions acres, or 
8,500 square miles. Upto the present, most of 
the tin has been obtained from the New England 
district. The value of the tin and tin ore raised 
in the colony and exported, from the beginning of 
1872 to the end of 1894, was £10,257,850. 


Tue IrivamMa Routs.—This is the 


It begins at the Karuizawa Sta- 
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his temper was quick. Li Fong was not parti. 
culatly angry when IT entered the room, but his 
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tals = | voice was not quite ordinary. (Shown the knife, 
Before R. A. aaron jan Judge; sitting with} T jaye never seen such a knife as that used 2 


the buys’ room. I live in the boys’ room with the 
others; we alleat there. It was usual for Chan 
Pak, the accused, to go into the boys’ «oom, 
The accused is not so hasty tempered as Li Fong: 

Wong Ming, took the oath, and deposed—I 
was a mess-room boy on the Aankow when Li 
Fong was killed. On that day I was working in 
the mess-room about 1.30 p.m., when I heard a 
dispute between two Chinamen going on in the 
boys’ reom. I went there and saw the accused 
and Li Fong there: they were disputing, and 
sitting on their bunks facing each other. I Stay- 
ed five or six minutes and then retumed to the 
mess-room. ‘The dispute continued and I went 
back, Then I saw Li Fong demanding money 
from the cook. ‘They were arguing about the 
difference in exchange of some money, the differ- 
ence between $1.60 and $1.80. heard Li Fong 
say to the accused that unless the money was 
forthcoming he would kill accused with an axe. 
After that the cook left the room to go ashore. 
He tried to get a sampan, but failing came back 
into the boy’s room. Li Fong was still there. 
The men resumed their former positions on the 
bunks, and again Li Fong asked for the difference 
in exchange and tepeated his former threat. The 
dispute arose through the difference in the Yoko- 
hama tate of exchange of American dollars and 
the rate of exchange fixed on board on the voyage 
acioss. The boy had lost money to the cook in some 
gambling transactions, The rate had been fixed 
during the gambling at $t.60. Finally the cook 
got up from the bunk and said. “If you want 
to fight come out on deck.” Thereupon Li Fong, 
the deceased, drew a knife and stabbed the cook 
inthe leg. Li Fong was still sitting on the bunk: 
the bunk is about a foot high. Li Fong stabbed 
the cook with the knife now in Court. Ido not 
know where Li Fong obtained the knife. I never 
saw the knife before that time. Li Fong got up 
at this time, and both men grasped each other and 
fell. I do not know who had the knife when the 
men fell. I do not know who was undermost; 
both called for assistance. ‘The cook caught hold 
of the deceased by the shoulder in falling. The 
struggle lasted two or three minutes. As soon as 
the men called for assistance the officers of the 
ship came in and stopped the fight. I do not 
know to whom the knife belongs. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bonar—I saw the pre- 
vious witness asleep in his bunk in the boys’ room. 
I saw him leave the room when the two men were 
on the floor, I saw blood on the floor at this time. 
The deceased stabbed the accused with the right 
hand. He was not holding the accused with the 
left. I did not see any blood on the accused im-« 
mediately after the stab: it was afterwards I saw 
it. I did not see the accused hold I.i Fong’s hand, 
in which he had the knife, with his two hands. Li 
Fong had been treating all his staff very badly, 
and had quarrelled with nearly all the ship’s staff, 
I have never seen him use a knife before. 


Peter A. Miller, Second Officer on the steamer 
Hankow at the time of the occurrence, sworn, 
deposed—I recognise the accused as the late Chief 
Cook of the steamer. Between half-past one and 
two o’clock on the 6th December, I was called into 
the boys’ or servants’ room, where a row was 
going on, The door was open, and inside I saw 
the third officer and the donkeyman. I saw two 
Chinamen, the accused and the first saloon boy, 
lying on the floor in a pool of blood. They were 
side by side, with the accused’s body slightly 
leaning over that of the boy. The boy was 
falling back in a faint as I entered. At first I 
saw no knife, but in a few seconds I perceiv- 
ed the handle of knife sticking out of their 
clothes. ‘The knife was in the accused’s hand, and 
I took it from him. The knife belongs to the ship, 
I believe, and is such as they would use in killing 
sheep. The knife was pointed downwards and 
was between the two bodies. The donkeyman 
told me when I entered that one of the men had a 
knife, and the first thing I saw was its handle in 
the cook’s hand. Tatonce carried the boy out and 
found the wound on his left leg, on the thigh. 

To His Honour—The man was dead as soon as 
I discovered the wound. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bonar—The men were 
lying with their heads aft and their feet forward. 
There are eight bunks an each side of the room, 
which is rather narrow. The cook’s hands were 
together, [ surmised, when I entered the room, 
but I took the knife from one hand only, I 
now think he must have been opening the 
wound when I entered=I only surmise so. From 
the time I was called into the room by the Chief 
Officer till the man was dead only two minutes 
elapsed. It would only take the Chief Officer afew 
seconds to call to me. He asked me to assist him 
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THE CHARGE OF MANSLAUGHTER AGAINST A 
CHINAMAN. 


This morning Chan Pak, a cook, late in the 
service of the N.P. steamer Hankow, was charped 
with that on the 6th December he did feloniously 
kill and slay one Li Fong, head-saloon-boy in the 
game ship, by stabbing him with a knife. 

Mr. H. C. Litchfield prosecuted on behalf of 
the Crown, and Mr. H. A. C. Bonar defended. 

Prisoner entered a plea of not guilty, and the 
following were sworn as the jury :—=Messts. G, C. 
Charlesworth, Richard Abbey, G. C. Booth, C. 
"lr. Benney, and E. C. Coutts. 

Mr. H.C. Litchfield, addressing the jury, said 
that in this case a charge of manslaughter was 
brought against a Chinaman, Chan Pak, a 
cook lately serving on board the British steamer 
Hankow, who, on the 6th December, it was alleped, 
caused the death, by stabbing with a knife, of one 
Li Fong, a mess-boy on board the same steamer, 
while she was lying in Yokohama harbour. The 
evidence that would be brought before them 
would show that the two men were quarrelling, 
disputing over a gambling transaction, on the 
morning of the 6th December, and that after the 
midday meal the quarrel was renewed, with the 
result that the cook stabbed the boy with a knife 
upon the left thigh, cutting the femoral artery, 
and the wound resulted in death. The jury 
would have to consider whether the death 
arose from this wound—as to that there could 
be little difficulty in arriving at a conclusion 
—and whether the infliction of the wound was une 
lawful, or whether it was accidental, or whether it 
was caused through the cook defending himself 
against the deceased. The evidence to be called 
would show that there was a struggle between 
the two men, and that after the wound was inflict- 
ed, or about the time that it was inflicted, the knife 
with which the mischief was done was held by both 
the deceased and the accused, under the clothes 
of the men and close to the leg of the deceas- 
ed—that both men were clutching the knife. 
The evidence of the prosecution as to the’ ace 
tual infliction of the wound was not, he was 
afraid, very clear, for of the two men who were 
in the cabin or room at the time, one carefully 
shut his eyes, the other ran away—at least he 
says he did. * The jury would therefore have 
to consider what reliance they could place upon 
these Chinamen’s evidence. He had also to call 
the evidence of the ship’s officers, who appeared 
on the scene after the wound had been inflict- 
ed. They found the accused and the deceased 
struggling on the floor of the room. Their evi-« 
dence would be more reliable than the other 
witnesses just mentioned. The jury would there- 
fore have to take into consideration, after hearing 
all the evidence, whether the affair constituted one 
of manslaughter or whether the wound was one for 
which justification could be urged on the part of 
the accused. 

The Chinese interpreter having been sworn, 

Liu Kwa Ken, the Captain’s former boy on the 
steamer Hankow, took the oath, and said he re- 
membered the 6th December and alsc knew the 
accused. The accused was chief cook for the 
crew and saloon passengers on the steamer. 
He also remembered a man named Li Fong, 
who was a saloon-boy on board. On the after- 
noon of the 6th December he was lying in 
his bunk in the boys’ room when a dispute 
arose between the two mien just mentioned. The 
men were in the room before witness entered, and 
as he passed them they were arguing. Witness 
went to sleep and did not awake until a call was 
raised for assistance. Both men were calling for 
assistance. Continuing, witness said—Looking 
from my bunk IT saw the two men lying on the 
floor, both on their sides, neither uppermost. Each 
was holding the other. I did not notice particular- 
ly where their hands were, but I saw some blood. 
Both were grasping the other, but how I could 
not tell. [saw no knifeatall, [ immediately ran 
out on deck, as I frightened, never having seen 
such an affray before. 

His Honours But he has not told us much yet, 
simply two men on the floor and some blood. 

The Interpreter—He gives no other answer. 

Mr. Litchfield—Well, what was the dispute 
about ? 

His Honour—I do not think that we need en- 
quire into that. Witness has told us allhe knows, 
or at least all that he cares to tell. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bonar—=I have no feel- 
ing against the accused, nor against Li Fong. Li 
Fong’s habits were not so good as the accused : 
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to stop a quarrel and I went atonce. The position 
of the wound and the position of the men when I 
went into the room confirms my theory that the 
cook must have been working the knife in the 
wound when ITentered. [I could not judge when 
I entered the room whether the deceased had once 
held the knife. 

To Mr. Coutts—I do not know of any pedvious 

uarrel between the deceased and other boys on 
the ship. 

To Mr. Bonar==The cook was the taller, and I 
think the stronger of the two men. 

Au adjournment was then taken till half-past 
one. 

Thos. Kiernan, the donkeyman of the Hankow 
on Dec. 6th, sworn, then deposed—I heard a 
scream, while sitting in the mess room, and I went 
to the boys’ room with the Chief Officer. He went 
first and I followed. ‘Ihe men were sitting, left 
knee to left knee, upon the floor, The cabin-boy 
had the knife in his hand, and the cook had both 
his hands above the boy’s hand, trying to keep 
the knife from himself. I saw the top of the 
handle and a part of the blade. I was afraid 
to take the knife away from the men, fearing: to 
get cut myself. The floor was covered with blood 
as I entered the room. The Chief Officer then 
went out for assistance, and upon the Second 
Officer coming in, I pointed out the knife to him. 
He took the knife away from the cook. 1 
would have done so, but was afraid. No 
wound was inflicted after I entered the room. ‘The 
hands were too far away from the bodies to allow of 
that. I do not know to whom the knife belongs. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Bonar—I do not think 
two minutes elapsed fromthe time the Chief Officer 
entered the room, his going out and calling the 
Second Officer and the Second Officer coming in. 
The Chief Officer merely looked at the men and 
then went out for assistance. I do not think that 
be could have done anything even if he had 
interfered. I cannot say how close the men’s 
legs were. 1 did not see the cook’s hands moving 
over the boy’s leg. I consider that the two men 
were struggling for the knife and in the course of 
the struggle the wound may have been caused. 
The cook’s hands were moving only in such a way 
as a man would move in trying to save himself, 

To Mr. Coutts—I saw no one beside the two 
men in the room, except the officers. 

To His Honour—The meu were facing each 
other on the floor, left knee to left knee, the right 
leg of each being underneath, 

To Mc. Coutts—-I did wot see the cook take 
the knife from the deceased’s hands. I suppose 
the deceased grew weak and gradually loosened 
his hold on the knife. 

To Mr. Abbey—Only about two minutes elapse 
ed from the time the Chief Officer left the room 
till he came back. He did not enter the room 
again, but sent the Second and Third Officers 
into the room, staying outside himself, 

Dr. J. H. Swann, of the Hankow, swoin, de- 
posed—I examined the deceased about three 
o’clock in the afternoon, The cause of death was 
haemorrhage from a deep incised wound running 
from the upper third to the middle third of the left 
thigh, running from a direction above downwards 
and inwards to the extent of ginches. I should 
not think it would require very great force to inflict 
such a wound with the kuife now produced. I 
suppose that the femoral artery was cut. I merely 
madea superficial examination, and cannot say with 
certainty. 

To His Honour—When the wound was inflicted, 
I should think the man must have been lying 
down, and his assailant in a bent position above 
him. 

Crosseexamined by Mr. Bonar—The wound 
was clean cut. I do wot think that the wound 
could have been self-inflicted during the course of 
a struggle, most ceilainly not. It might have 
been caused, very probably was caused, wheu all 
three hands wee grasping the knife. The man 
might have been able to get on to his haunches 
again after such a wound was inflicted. Of course 
it all depends whether the femoral artery was 
cut across or only lacerated. The effort would 
be the struggle of a dying man. I remem- 
ber the deceased on the Victoria. I remember 
an attack made by a cook on the Victoria, but I 
can’t remember whether a boy ever made such an 
attack. [I can’t remember Li Mong ever being 
sent on the deck in chains. I know Li Fong was 
“hauled over the coals’ by the chief steward for 
inattention to duty. He was a man greatly given 
to gambling, and [ have seen him gambling with 
steerage passenpyers. He was not on good terms 
with the saloon boy. I did wot notice after the 
affair whether deceased's clothe were torn, He 
should have been able to defend himself, and pre- 
serve himself easily fron a man like the accused. 

To Mr. Coutts—I examined the accused. I 
found a small incised wound on the left leg, which 








I dressed. It was a superficial wound, cut clean 


across the leg, as if one drew a knife across the 
skin. 
required to inflict it. 


No vessels were cut; no force would be 


Re-examined—Such a wound would no doubt 
startle a man, 

To Mr. Litchfield—The wound was in the calf 
of the ley. I should say this wound was the first 
to be inflicted. 

This closed the case for the prosecution. Mr. 
Bonar had no witnesses to call. 

Mr. Litchfield then put in the prisoner’s state- 
made before the magistrate, which was read by the 
Judge, as follows :—During my first acquaintance 
with the deceased we were very friendly. When 
we were about leaving Hongkong he asked tne for 
a loan to support his family, so I lent him my dia- 
mond ting for him to pawn, which he promised to 
redeem and return me on his voyage back. After 
that we were very close friends. On the steamer 
leaving ‘Tacoma we all had some American 
dollars and at our leisure we use to gamble with 
these dollars, the exchange value of which we 
had fixed at $1.60 per gold dollar, When I won 
I took the dollar at $1.60, and when I lost I paid 
them the same tate. On the steamer’s arrival in 
Yokohama, Li Fong demanded of me 20 cents 
on every dollar he had lost: he had lost more 
than ten or twenty dollars of which I was the 
gainer. In answer I said I don’t know how much 
[ have won or lost, but all the money won 
from you has been lost to some one else. Li Fong 
pressed me for the difference. [intended to go 
ashore, but it being too rough I returned to the 
room again, where deceased again asked me for 
the difference in exchange. I repeated what | 
had previously said. He then said ‘* Unless you 
pay up I will kill you.”’ He then pressed me to 
fight, when I answered this was not the place to do 
so, we had better go on deck. I was about leav- 
ing the room when he stabbed me in the leg. 
I did nct know he hada knife, but as soon as | 
was stabbed I turned around and tried to snatch 
the knife from him, in doing which I cut one of 
my fingers. As soon as I got hold of the knife Li 
Fong got up from his seat, and in the struggle— 
both having hold of the knife—we fell to the fluor, 
Li Fong being undecneath. If I had moved the 
knife I would have stabbed the other man, and if 
the other man had moved it, I would have been 
stabbed. Both were rolling on the floor, so 1 
didn’t know whether the point of the knife was 
directed to his body or to mine. Just then the 
officers came and separated us and dragged tne 
out of the coum. I don’t know where the kuife 
came fiom or to whom it belongs, 

Mr. Litchfield said he would leave the case to 
the jury, he did not propose addressing them. 


Mr. H. A.C. Bonar, in rising to address the 
jury, said be wished that the defence of Chan 

ak had been in abler hands than his, but his 
work had been rendered easier through some of the 
evidence given by the prosecution. He wanted the 
juty to believe that the accused did not in any 
way inflict with his own hand the wound by which 
Li Fong had come by his death. The jury had 
just heard the statement of the accused tead from 
the Bench, and his story made the case clear be- 
yond dispute. The men had been gambling, 
and a quarrel arose about the difference of 
20 cents in each dollar in exchanging Ameti- 
can dollars. ‘The whole amount lost he believ- 
ed only came to $3. This difference the de- 
ceased claimed fiom the accused. After lunch 
on the 6th December the accused entered the 
boys’ toom and Li Fong preferred his demand 
for this 20 cents difference, woids ensued and Li 
Fong threatened to cut Chan Pak to death. 
Pak tried to leave the room and as he turned to 
go away, received a stab in the calf of the left leg. 
Meauwhile, he would mention, although it did not 
come out in the evidence, Wong Ming, one of the 
witnesses, had asked Li Fong to desist in his 
quarrel, but apparently his remonstrance had 
noeffect. Chan Pak feeling the cut, thereupon 
turns upon his aggressor and struggles with him 
and tries to get hold of the knife. One point he 
wished to emphasize here, and that was, from the 
lime the struggle commenced till the ship’s officers 
appeared, Chan Pak never obtained possession 
of the knife. ‘There was absolutely no evidence 
before the Court as to what happened after Chan 
Pak was cut and the sttuggle commenced until 
the donkey-man and the officers came up. Thedon- 
keymat’s evidence as to what he saw—the position 
of the men and the position of their hands upon the 
kunife—was very clear, and if he had not been 
called by the prosecution he would have been called 
for the defence. The wound must therefore have 
been inflicted before the donkeyman came into the 
room, for there is absolutely no evidence before 
the court that the wounding was done in the sight 
of any one in the room, This then was his argu- 
ment. The man Chan Pak was attacked in a 
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cowardly manner as he was leaving the room, and 
he turns round on his assailant and tries for the 
knife. When the donkeyman enters the knife is 
held by the deceased, and accused’s two hands are 
over the hand of the deceased—the two men thus 
holding the weapon. Commenting on the evidence 
of Dr. Swann, the Counsel said that he was sure 
prised that the Doctor only superficially looked at 
the dead man’s wound, and did not make 
an examination of it. He thought that it was 
his duty as suipeon of the vessel to have done 
that. He also discussed the replies given to the 
questions as to whether a man cut as Li Fong was 
cut could lift himself from his back into the posi- 
tion in which the donkeyman found him; for 
the doctor thought the wound was inflicted while 
the man was lying dows, and the donkeyman de- 
posed to seeing the meu silting opposite each 
other, left knee to left knee. The jury had it in 
evidence before them that Li Fong had a quick 
temper and did not get on well with the men under 
him, Counsel’s theory in regard to the whole 
affair was, that the two men were struggling, 
one held a knife in one hand, the other tried to 
keep the knife away from him and thus grasped 
[L.i Fong’s hand with both his own—both men 
stiuggled to keep the knife away from his own 
person, and while they were thus engaged the 
wound was caused. Counsel then quoted from 
Archibald, Stephens, and Roscoe upon the law of 
justifiable homicide. Continuing, he said that the 
jury could have very little doubt in their minds, 
after considering the evidence, that Chau Pak, 
the accused, tried to defend himself. It was the 
most natural thing under the circumstances of the 
case thatheshould try to obtain the knife. He never 
obtained the knife and therefore could not have 
inflicted the wound with his own force. Everything 
entitled the man to a verdict of acquittal. The 
accused was a man of good character in his ship. 
He had served on many ships, in the ‘ Glen” line 
and others: he was not anxious to fight, aud was 
on good terms with his fellows. He had now been 
a moath in prison, and from the evidence that had 
been adduced, and the moderate way in which the 
prosecution had pressed the charge, the jury 
could come to no other conclusion—that the man 
was not guilty of manslaughter. 

The Prisoner said he wished to state that what 
he had done was doue in self defence. 

His Honour, in charging the jury, prefaced his 
observations by rematking—Mr. Bonar in opeu- 
ing hisreply expressed a wish that the defence had 
been in abler hands than his. Ido not agree with 
him. [think be has conducted the defence exe 
tremely well. he accused stands charged with 
manslaughter, and you, gentlemen of the jury, 
have to say whether that is so or not. The proses 
cution had to establish that the accused inflicted 
the wound by which the deceased came by his 
death. If they have made that out, then you will 
have to see whether there was justification, The 
defence has two sides, one that the wound was 
caused during the course of the struggle, and the 
other that it was justified. The learned judge 
said he would put the whole of the evidence 
aside, leaving that solely to the jury to pass upon, 
The question before them then was whether the 
prosecution bad established what they had ta 
establish, that the wound was inflicted by the ac- 
cused, If that had not been made out, then the 
accused was entitled to a verdict of acquittal. Ace 
cused, however, was given an opportunity just 
now to make a statement if he so wished, aid he 
plainly stated that what he did was in self defence, 
he did not suggest that he did it in self defence, but 
he said hedid it. Then it lies on him to prove that 
it was in self defence. The first proposition or tule 
in law which I willlay before you, runs like this -— 
The intentional infliction of death o: bodily harm 
is not a crime when it is inflicted by any person 
in order to defend himself or any other person from 
unlawful violence, provided that the person inflict- 
ing it observes the following rules as to avoiding 
its infliction, and inflicts no greater injury in any 
case than he in good faith and on reasonable 
grounds, believes to be necessary when he inflicts 
it. Ifa person is assaulted in such a manner as 
puts him in immediate and obvious danger of 
instant death or grievous bodily barm he 
may defend himself on the spot and may kill 
or wound the person by whom he is assaulted.” 
Now was the accused in immediate and obvious 
danger of instant death, or grievous bodily harm ? 
We have evidence that he was threatened, that he 
was challenged to fight, and that deceased cut 
him with a knife across the leg. It is for you to 
say then whether you think such an attack justi- 
fied accused in thinking that he was in dangec 
of instant death or grievous bodily harm. If 
you find that it was wot so, then we have the 
other cule of law where death occurs in a fight. 
‘If two persons quarrel and fight neither is re- 
garded as defending himself against the other 
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until he has in good faith fled from the fight so far RUY LOPEZ. A White elects to give uo the exchange for the attack, 
ashecaw.” Has the accused shown that he te- be don Psa = Ae cstien Me cee Hainer Bishoo { 
treated and that it was not until he had exhaust- sker. lalbrodt. h “ op for 
ed all means of escape that he killed the man? If 1—Pto K 4 i—P to K4 a aie be pa raceme ey pgerah ii 
you find that he made no attempt to withdraw 2—Kt to K B 3 2—Ktto QO Bg =o A F 
from the struggle then you will return a verdict 3—B 5 ty ca 3 Game No. 420. 
that he was guilty. ; Oerick 3 oP Gl We are indebted to the Rossendale Free Press 
e bond jury pea and cs eet eee 6—P to Q 6.<f iskes Ba for this specimen of up-to-date Vienna chess. 

ve Court, returned an unanimous verdict o 0 ; 
Guiity.?? 7—Kt takes P 7— B to QO2 QUEEN'S PAWN OPENING. 

Me, Bonar—lI beg to thank you gentlemen for ae Kt . K2 alg b ¥ — Rtace. 
the attention and care you bave bestowed upon 9—Kt to Ke 3 g—Nt to N4 _$, ; Rhy ; 
ian Enna 10—B takes B 10—Q takes B adap O4, ie es Q4 

His Honour asked the Chinese interpreter to} I'—P to Kt 3 11—Q R to QO sq. oe ef 3 it he * 

i : 12—Bto Kt2c¢ 12—Ktio B3 da 3-—PwQOB4 3—Ktto K B3 
inform the accused of the verdict of the jury: the Kt to B K 4—B to Risa 4—B to K3 
jury were thanked and the Court rose, Ig—Nt lo BS 13—Q to K 3¢ eal is 46 = Cast? 
MEE Tt LAER EE 14—R to K sq. 14—Ktto Kgs 5 lo KW 3 5— Castles 
15—P to Bg. is—Kito Kt 3 int oe me 02 ey 
TEST TELEGRAMS. 16—Ki to O05 16—P to B 3 7—-E taxes 7—T takes 
-_ ee . 17—Kt (BS) takes Bch, 17—Kt takes fk sr 0 2 3 8—B : Ki ‘. 
1s » rT ” 18—P tw Bs fs 18—Kt takes B P Qg—Lastles Q- t to 2 
[Reuter *Spectac” ro “ Japan Maiv.”] 1g—Kt Atak Ke oti 19—P ‘altos 4h: 10—R to B sq. fat Be B 4 
London, January 6 20—P takes Kt 20—Q takes B P flee pg 26 ae “ Bs 
: 5 —Rto K Bsq. —Oto K 12—B to Kt sq. 12—P to Kt 4 
: In consequence of an appeal from the lead- peat oe oe > ie 5 si. sO to Ba Ki te Kae 
ing inhabitants of the Transvaal, Doctor Jameson 23—R to B3 23—Pw KR4q 14—B takes B 14—Q takes B 
(Administrator of the Chartered Company)| 24—R to Kt3 ch. 24~=Resigus. is—Ktito Ki3zd I5—P to Bg 
marched to Johannesburg on December 29 NOTES. 16—R to K sq. 16—P to 9 R 4 
with 700 Chartered Police, who have been de-|. @ In this, as in other variations of the Ruy Lopez, P 17—Kt to 8) 2 17—OtloR5 
feated with a heavy loss by a force of Boers takes P is not good. The stability of Black's defence} 18—Kt (Q 2) to B sq. 18—R to B3 
cael tints Enters ae nek baass ’ vepener ee the maintenance of his K PatK 4. Bto Q2 19—P to B3 19—Kt to O 3 


A telegram has been received from the Em- 
peror of Germany congratulating President 
Kruger, which action Great Britain considers 
to be most unfriendly, and increases the diffi- 
culty of the situation. 

London, January ro. 

Johannesberg has yielded unconditionally, 
and President Kruger having delivered Dr. 
oo and five hundred prisoners on the 

atal border to Sir Hercules Robinson (High 
Commissioner for South Africa), the crisis has 
terminated. 


[“ Specat” Tgrecram ro “ Japan Mait.’’] 





“Hakodate, January to. 
Last night about half-past ten a sharp shock 
of earthquake was experienced here. 





CHESS. 
—_—___@—____. 


(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuaus Enicumy 





The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day ane Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
to If p.m. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 


SoLuTion or Prosiem No. 210. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1i—Rto O7 Ii—K to K 3 
2—Pto B7 2—K takes R 
3—P queens, mate 

if2—K to K 4 
3—R to K 7, mate 

I—K to K 5 

2—P to B7 dis. ch. 2—Kto K4 


3—R to K 7, mate. 


Correct answers from W.D.C., Shogi, W.H.S., 
Digamma, J.D., E. J. King, and Krug. 


ProBiemM No. 212. 
By L. A. Go_psmiru. 
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WHITE, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


Game No. 418. 
The following game was played in the eighth 
round of the Hastings Tournament. It is a fine 
specimen of Lasker’s style of chess :— 


Digitized by ( 0 gle 


4 This move seems weak: Black should keep the O B 
as long as possible; its presence would hamper White in 
forming hs K side attack apart from the fact that it would 
prevent the White Kt from getting to K B 5. 

¢ Lasker’s favourite way of developing the O B in this 
form of Ruy Lopez. 

d With the intention of playing P Q 4; at present, after 
some exchanging, it would obviously cost a piece. 

e PtoQq1s still impossible, for 13...... PtoQ4,14 Kt 
takes '’, Kt takes Kt, 15 QO to Kt 4, and there is no reply. 

Klack’s 13th move was still made with the object of 
advancing the O P next move, but Lasker, by R to Kt, sq. 
again prevents it eg. 14 R to Kt, sq, P to O 4, 15 Kt takes 
P, Kt takes Kt, 16 P takes Kt, R takes P, 17 Oto Kt 4, 
and againthereisnoreply. The object of Islack’s 14th 
move seems to be tonullify the action of the White O at 
Kt 4 and also to shut out the other White Kt. 

g As good as anything else. If 16.. ... Kt takes Kt, 17 
Kt takes Ket P, to O 2 18 P takes Kt, Kt takes P 
(forced), 19 R takes B, Q takes R, 20 Kt tOB 5, Qto Kt 
4 (best), 21 Q to Kt 4!! and wins. 

A Vhe final advance, 


Game No. 419. 
Played in the Amateur Tournament at Hastings. 
QUEEN’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 


WHITE. BLACK. 

Dr. Smith. Mr. Atkins. 
1i—PtoQ4 1—P ww Q4 
2—PtoQO B4 2—PtoK3 
3—Kt to O B3 3—Kt wo K B3 
4—Bto Kis 4—B to K2 
5—Pto K3 5—P to O Kt 3 
6—B takes Kt 6—B takes B 
7—Kt to K B3 7—B to Kt 2 
8—P takes Pa 8—P takes P 
g—R to B sq. g—Casiles (K R) 

1o—B toO 3 10—P to K Kt3 
11—P to K R4 11—Pte KR3 
12—Pto K Kt 4 12—B to Kt 2 
AMEE tea 13—P to OB4gc 
14—O to Ktsq. d 14—-Kt toO B3 
15—Kt to K 2 15—P takes P 


16—K Kt takes P 16—B takes Kt e 


17—P takes B 17—O to 03 
18—PtoK B4 18—K Rito K sq. 
19—PtoO RB 19—R to K 2 
20—-PtoK R5 a? R to K sq. 
21—O to B2g 21—Ktto R 4 
22—P takes Ph 22—Kt to Kt 6 ch. 
23—-K to B2 23—R takes Kt ch.(!) 
24—B takes R 24—R takes B ch, (!!) 
25—Q takes R 25—Kt takes P ch. 
26—K to O 2 26—Kt 2 
27—K takes Kt 27—O takes BP 
28—P takes P ch. 28—K to B sq. 
29—O Rito K Kt sq. 29--B to R3 ch. 
30—K to O sq. 30—B to 06% 
31—P to Kt 5 31—O 0 B7 

Aud White resigns (2). 

NOTES. 


_ @ This exchange was formerly considered inadvisable ; 
it was, however, adopted several times ia the recent Mas- 
ters’ Tournament with success. 

5 With this and his two previous moves Dr, Smith indi- 
cates his intention of pinning his faith to a King’s side 
attack. 

c This isastrong reply, and the result is that Mr. 
Atkins is the first to break through. 

d@ A move of some foresight, as it protects, indirectly, O 
4, which square after a while becomes weak. 

e Much better than taking with the Ke. 

f Astrong move, especially in conjunction with the next 
two moves. 

& Necessary to stop the double sacrifice of the exchange 
which Black threatens, eg, 21...... R takes Kt ch. 22, B 
takes Kt, O takes P ch., 21 K to B sq., R takes B, 24 K 
takes 8, Kt takes P ch, and White is absolutely without 
resource, 


20—Kt to K 2 
21—Kt to Bg 
22—PtoK Kt3 
23—Ktto Ki 2 
24—P to B4f 
25—-OQ tw B2 
26—Ki to QO 2 
27—B to B2 
28—B to QO sq. 
29—P takes P 
30—Kt to Kt sq. 


31—Q to Kt 2 
32—O to KBa2 
33—Q to Kt2 
34—-B to B2h 
35—Q to Rsq. 
36—Kt to R 4 


37—Kt takes OQ B P 


20—P to Kt § 
21—PtoK Kt4 


22—-O to R3 
23—Q to Ki2e 
24—Pto Kis 
25—O ww K 2 
26—Kt to Kr3 
27—PtoR5 
28—P tw R6¢ 
29—R takes P 
30—Kito K 5 
31—R to R sq. 
32—B to B3 


33—B to & 2 
34—P to B 6! 
35—Ki to O07 
36—R to eK 3 
37—R takes Kus 


and White resigns. 


NOTES. 

a A favourite continuation of Steinitz and Blackburne. 
Strict theorists, however, contend that in the close open- 
ing it is better to develop the Queen’s Bishop at Kt 2, 

A weak move, as the Knight is not required on the 
King’s side at present. Better would have been B to Kt 
sq. atonce, P takes P would not have been satisfactory, 
as that opens the diagonal for the adverse Queen’s Bishop. 

c Premature. F to O R 3 first was necessary. 

d Moving the right piece but to the wrong square. ‘The 
correct play was 15 Kt toB 3, PtoQ R 3, 16 Kt takes Kt, 
P takes Kt, 17 Kt to K sq having a supported passed Pawn 
in the centre and a safe position, and that explains why 
Black’s 13th move was premature. 

e A good move, which enables Black to deploy his forces 
on both wings with advantage. 

Ff There is not much utility in this, but White is in the 
unfortunate position of being compelled to move some- 
thing, and this move seems about as good as anything else 
under the circumstances. 

g The Pawns now become troublesome. 

hk This hastens the end. He might have struggled on 
a little longer with B to K 2. 

i The ending is skilfully played by Herr Marco. If now 
38 P takes R, Kt to B 6 ch wins easily- 


Gamez No. 421. 
A very pretty skirmish played recently at Simp- 
son’s Divan, London, between Mr. Amos Burn, 
now of Chicago, and Mr. L. Rolland :— 


_ WHITE. BLACK. 
Rolland. Burn, 
1—P tw OB4 i—P to O Kt 4a 
2—P takes P 2—PtoOR3 
3-—-Pto K4 3—P takes P 
4—B takes P 4—Pw OB3 
5—Bto B4 5—PtoQ4 
6—P takes P 6—P takes P 
7—B to Kt5 ch. 7—Kt to O 2 
8—Ktto K B3 8—P to K B 3 
g—Castles db g—P to K 4 
1o—PtoQO4 1lo—PtoK 5 
11—Kt to R 4 11—P to Kt 3 
12—B to B6 12—P to Bac 
13—Kt takes B Pd 13—R to R3 
14—B takes Kt ch. . 14—B takes B 
1I5—O to K2e 1I5s—Q to Kt 3 
16—Kt to K 3 16—B to Kt 4 
17—O to B2 17—B takes R 
18—O to B 8 ch, 18—K to B2 
19—O to O7 ch. 19—Kt to K 2 
20—K takes Bf 20—Q takes QO P 
21i—Ki toOQ2¢ 21—B to Kt 2 
22—Kt to Kt 3 22—O to O6 ch, 
23—K to Kt sq.h 23—O takes O Kt 
24—P takes O 24—K takes R 
25-O to B7 25—R to OB sq. 
26—9O to B 4ch. 26—Kt to B 4s 
Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


$0 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Jan. 11, 1896. 








27—Pito K Kt 4 
28—P to Kt 5 


27—B to R3 
28—B takes P 


29—O takes B 29—K R takes B ch. 
30—I<X 10 Kt 2 go—-R to Kt 8 ch. 
31—Resigns. 


NOTES, 


a A bizarre move, to bring about original positions. 
Black soon gets into difficulties, from which he extricates 
himself by masterly ingenuity. 

6 Org Kt to Q4, Pto K 4. 
1) B takes Kt ch, B takes 1!. 
with about even game. 

c Audacious measures are here absolutely nechhsary, 

d If 13 Btakes R, Q takes Kt. 14 B takes P, B to Q 3. 
15 PtoK R 3 (ifis P to K Kt 3, QtoR6, presently piant- 
inga Kton K Kts), KttuK 2. 16 BtoK6, PtoKt 4, or 
some such attack ensues. : 

e Evincing a poor grip of the situation, The right 
course was Kt to K3, followed by Kt to 83, Ptu B 4, &c. 

J lt 20 Kt takes P, Q to Kt 4, &c. 

# Inferior to Kt to B 3, certainly. 

A Unsuspecting, no doubt, but K to EK sq. would not 
alter matters much, 


10 Kt to K 6, Q to Kt 3. 
12 Kt takes B, K takes Kt, 


2—PtoK B4 2—P to Q3 
3—P 0 03 3—B to K2 
4—Kt to B3 4—P takes P 
5—B takes P 5—Kti to K B3 
6—O to K 2 6—Castles 

— ews 7—PtoQ4 
8—P to ] 5 8—K Kr 10 Q2 
9—Q Kt to O 2 g—Kt to Ki 3 
10—Casiles OR 10—-Pww OB4 
11—P to B3 11— Pto BS 
12—PtoK R4 12—Kt to B83 
13—P to K Ki 3 13—Kt to R5 
14—B to Kt 2 14—Bto KK Bg 
15—B to R3 15—~IXt takes B P 
16—Q to K 3 16—Kt takes P mate. 


Game No. 425. 


The following well-played games occurted in 
one of Mi. H. N. Pillsbury’s early matches at 


i The concluding moves are characteristic of Mr, Burn’s| Boston, U.S.A. 


finished style. 


Game No. 422. 
KING'S GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
‘Pollock. Gossip. 
1—P to K 4 1—Pto K4 
a—PtoK Bg 2—P takes P 
3—-K Kt to B3 3—P to K Kg 
4—-Bto B4 4—B to Ki2 
5—Castles 5—P 10 O03 
6—PwQ4 6—Ktto QO B3 
7—Kt takes Kt Pa 7—B-takes P ch. 
8—K to R sq. 8—O takes Ke 
9—R takes P 9—Q to Kt 3 8 
10—B takes P ch. 10—Q takes B 
11—R takes rr—I< takes R 
12—Q-to R§ ch. 12—K to K 2 
13—B to Kt § ch. 13—B to B3 
14—Kt to B3 14—B to K3 
15—O Ro K Bsq. 15—-Q R to K Bsgq. 
16——B to R 4 16—B takes B 
17—R takes R 17—K takes R 
18—O takes B 18—B ww B 2 
19—Kt to QO 5 1¢—B takes Kt 
20—P takes B 20—Q Krto K 2 
21—O to Oq4e 21—Kt to Kt 3 
22—O takes R P 22—Kt to B3 
23—Q takes P 23—Kt to K sq. 
24—P to Q R4ad 24—K to Kt 2 
25—-PtoR5 25—K to B sq. 
26—K to Ki sq. 26—R to BG 
27-—-P to R6 27—Kt to Be 
28—P to K Kt3e 28—Kt takes P 
290—P toR 7 29—Kt to K 6 
30—P toR4 f 30—R to B 8 ch. 
31—K to R2 31—R to B7 ch. 
32—K ta R3 32—PtoR 4 
33—P Queens 33—Resigus g 


NOTES. 

a A somewhat unusual sacrifice. 

* & There was, of course, no need to give up the Queen 
in this way, but Black presumably thought R B and Kt 
an ample equivalent. Mr. Pollock suggests P to B 3 as 
Black’s best move. 

c White plays splendidly, and by this last manceuvre 
gets amongst his opponent’s Pawns. Black’s Rook re~ 
quires a lot of developing. 

@ Now the Pawn goes on to Queen while Black looks on. 

e-f Not to be caught. 

fs to B 8, threatening mate next move, is met by Q 
to Ket 2, 


Game No. 423. 
QUEEN’S GAMBIT ACCEPTED. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
R. W. Schumacher, Mr. M. . 
1—Pto Q4 I—P to QO 4 
2—-PtoQO B4 2—P takes P 
3—-Kt to K B3 3—Kt to QO B3 
4—Kt to B3 4—-BtoK Kts 
5—P to K 3 5—P to K 4 
6—B takes P 6—B to Q Kt 5 
7—PwQ5 7—PtoK 5 
8—P takes Kt 8—P takes Kt 
g9—B takes P ch. 9o—K takes B 
10—Q to Kt 3 ch. 10—B to K3 
11—Q takes B 11—P takes K Kt P 


12—K to K Ke sq. 12—P takes P 


(3—R- takes P 13—Kt to B3 
14—P to Kt 3 14—-O to QO 2. 
15—B to Kt 2 15—K R to QO sq. 
16—Ktto K 4 16—Kt to R4 
17—Rto Kt5 17—P to Kt 3 
18—O to B3 18—O to 06 
19—0 to K 5 19—O Rw Bq. 


20—Kt takes It and wins. 


Game No. 424. 
Played recently in St. John, N.B. 
KING’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Count de fury. J. E. Narraway. 
I—-Pi K 4 I—P to K 4 


Google 


FRENCH DEFENCE. 
WHITE. BLACK. 

R. L. Dresel. H.N. Pillsbury. 
1—-PtoK 4 1i—P to K 3 
2—P 10 Q4 2—Pt0QO4 
3—Q9 Kt to B3 3—Ki to K B3 
4—Bio K Kt5 4—B to K2 

—PtioKs5 5—K Kt toQO3 
2_B takes B 6—O takes 2 
7—Ki to Kes 7—Kito Kt 3 


8—P to 2 R 4 
g—P to R 5 
10—P takes Kt 


8—PtwQR3 
g—F takes Ke 
10—R takes R 


11—Q takes R 11—Castles 

12—P takes P 12—Q takes P 
13—B to 03 13—Kt to B 3 
14—P to O BZ 14—P to Kt 5 


15—Kt to K 2 
16—P takes B P 


15--Pw KB3 
16—K Kt P takes P 


17—Castles KR 17—P to K4 
8-0 toR2 18—B ito K3 
19— 26 B sq. 19—O to Kt 3 
20—P ww OB4 20—P to K 5 
21—-PtoBS5 21—P to Kt 6 
22—O wow R4 22—OtoR4 
23—Bto Kt 5: 23—VU 10 Q7 
24—B takes Kt 24—-P takes B 
25—Q takes 3 P 25—Bto Ki 5 
26—QO takes P ch. 26-—-K to Kt 2 
27—Q takes IX P 27—B takes Kt 
28—O to K 3 28—O takes Ki P 
29—P to B6 29—B to R 3 
30—P 0 O5 30-—-R to K sq. 
31—-O to B5 31—Q takes R ch. 
32—Q takes Q 32—=P to Kt 7 
33—O0 to O 4Qq. 33—B to O6 
34—-Pto KR Bg 34—P queens & wins. 


NoTE.—After a somewhat uncommon opening there is 
some “excellent play in the middle game. At move 25 
Black forced the win of a piece, but even then White had 
pawns, and might have done better by playing 27—Q 
takes Kt P. There is a striking and unexpected finish. 


Game No. 426. 
KING'S GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
H.N. Pillsbury. E. L. Dresel. 
1—Pto K 4 I—PtoK4 
2—PtoK Bg 2—P takes P 
3—Ktto K B3 3—PtoK Ktg4 
4—Bto Bg 4—B to Kt 2 
5—-PtoQ4 5—P 10 QO 3 
6—PtoQ B 3 6—KttcQO B3 
7—Ktto OR3 7—PtoK R3 
8—B ta O 2 8—O to K 2 
9—Q to B2 9o—PtoK B4 
1o—P to K 5 10—P takes P 


11—Kt takes K P 
12—Kt takes Kt 


11—P takes P 
12—Castles 2 R 
13—P takes Kt 


13 toOB4 
14—Q to Kt 3 14—Kt to K 2 
15—B takes K B Pa 15—B to 8 26 
16—B to B7 ch. 16—K to B sq. 
17—R takes B 17—Rto KR2 


18—B to Kt 6 18—B takes O B P 
19—B takes R and White wins. 


a A pretty stroke. If P takes B, B to B 7 ch. and mate 
next move. 

6 R to R sq. seems the obvious move, but White then 
plays—16—B takes QO B P, Q takes O B; 17—Kt to Kt 5, 
Oto Bs5 ch.; 18—K to Kt sq , B to K 43 19—-Kt to B7 ch., 
B takes Kt; 20—B to Et 5 ch., Ktto B3! 2!'—K R to K 
sq. ch, Bto K 43 22—QtoQ § and wins (Pillsbury), 





ST. PETERSBURG. 

Just as we are going to press we leain that play 
commenced on 13th Dec. Tarcasch being absent, 
it was agreed that the number of games to be play- 
ed should be increased to eighteen. In the first 
round Pilsbury beat Lasker and Tschigotin beat 
Steinitz. Fuller details next week. 


MAIL STEAMERS., 





—_——___——_.@— 
Tate NANT MAG CM Breen 

From America ......... per P.M. Go. Fridav, Jan, wyth.t 
From Hongkong ...... per P.M. Co. Monday, Jan. 33th. 
From Hongkong ...... per P.& O.Uo. Saturday, Jan, eth. 
From Europe, via 

Hongkong ........000 per M.M. Co. Sunday, Jan. igth. 
From Canada, &c....... per C.P.R. Co. Monday, Jan. soth. 
From Europe, vid 

Hongkong ..,......... per N. 1). Lloyd Wed’day, Jan. eand 
From America ......... per O.& 0.Co. Suniay, Jan. a6th. 


pert. &. R. Co. 


From Hongkong 


Vhursday, Jan. goth 











t China lett San Francisco on December gist. % City of Rie 
de Janeiro left Hongkong on January sth. § Kerene left Kobe on 
January roth. j Calédonien (with French mail) left Hongkong on 
january gth. 


TUS NEXT MAL t eavas 


For Victorias, B.C....... ver O. R.& N.Co. Saturday, Jan. izt!. 
For America ........000 per P. Al, Co. Wed'day, Jan, sgt. 
For Hongkong ......... perf. & O. Co. Saturday, Jan. 28th 
for Hongkong ......... perG PLR. Co. Monday, Jan soth. 
For Europe, vid Hong. 

MONK oo... ceseesseeeseee ver NN.) Lloyd Priday, Jan. squt.. 
For Rurope, vid Shang- 

BD eiccessocvavardieenaite ver MLM. Go, Saturday, Jan. sgth. 
Bor America ..........., per QO, & O.Co.  Saturdav, Jan. agth. 
For Canada, &c. ,.... per(.P.R.Co,  Kriday, Jan. grat. 
For Victoria, 1.C....... per N. 2. Co. Tuesday, Feb. 4th. 


ee 





LATEST SHIPPING. 


in Scena 
ARRIVALS. 


Koreets (7), Russian gunboat, Captain [ltich, 4th 
January,—Kobe. 

Kaisow, British steamer, 1,934, Allen, 6th Janu. 
ary,—London vid ports, General.—W. M. 
Strachan & Co. 

Lennox, British steamer, 1,350, Ward, 7th Janu- 
ary,—Kobe, General.— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
Prosper, Nowweyian steamer, 789, Gogstad, 7th 
Jauuary,—-Cebu vid Kobe, Sugar.—Remedius. 
Kobe Maru, Japauese steamer, 1,358, Haswell, 
7th January,—Shanghai vid ports, General.— 

Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hankow, British steamer, 2,359, Orr, 8th January, 
—Hongkony vid ports, Mails and General.— 
Dodwell, Caclill & Co. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, toth Januaty,—-San Francisco 2tst De- 
cember, vid Hunolulu 28th, Mails and General. 
—P. M.S.S. Co. 








DEPARTURES. 
Drumfell, British steamer, 1,568, Steidleman, gth 
Januaty,—Kobe, General.—Samue!l Samuel & 


o. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, sth 
January,—Hougkong vid ports, Mails and Ge- 
neral.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,940, H. St. G. Lindsay, 
5th January,—San Francisco, vid Honolula, 
Mails and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Idsumi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,999, Renny, 
7th Jauuary,—Bombay vid ports, General.— 
Nippouw Yusen Kaisha. 

Benledi, British steamer, 1,481, Farquhar, gth 
Januaty,—Kohbe, General.—Coines & Co. 

Hankow, British steamer, 2,359, Orr, oth January, 
— Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, B.C., Mails-and 
General.—Dudwell, Carlill & Co. 

Fapan, British steamer, 2,795, T. Leigh, gth 
Januaty,—-London vid ports, General.—P. & O. 
S.N. Co. 

Macduff, British steamer, 1,882, Thomson, gih 
January,—Moji, Ballast.—Dodwell, Carlill & 
Co. 





PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, fiom Shang- 
hai vid ports:——-Messrs. J. Ishikuri, S. Saso, J. 
Morris, J. Wilson, Ide, Tsutsumi, and Dr. Irwin 
H. Correll in cabin; Messrs. C. A. Pass, I. Ta- 
naka, and J. Yashima in second class, and 33 
Japanese and 3 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Hankow, from Hongkong 
vid ports :—=Messrs. E. H. Sharp, J. H. Fawkuer, 
and H, W. Bell in cabin, 

Per Ametican steamer City of Peking, fiom 
San Francisco via Honolulu :—Mrs. S. C, Paine, 
Mr. Henry Hughes, Rev. J. H. De Forrest, Mr. 
Edward Scharf, Mr. and Mrs. H. Burgess, Mr. 
W. B. Edminster, Mr. and Mrs. Ovide Musin, 
Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Thos, It. Peters, Mr. T. Ta- 
kada, and Mr. C. de M. Mansfield in cabin; 3 
Europeans and 171 Japanese in steerage. For 
Nagasaki:—Mr. E. Euhorning, Mr. Stephen 
Garfield, Colonel D. Howarth, and Mrs. R. P. 
Brown and grandson in cabin ; 2 Europeans in 
steerage. For Hongkong :~Mr. J.C. Doyle and 
Mr. Wang Kay in cabin ; 323 Chinese in steerage: 


DEPARTBD. 


Perc British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco, 
vid Honolulu:s—Mr. A. B. Akroyd, Mr. R. M, 
Bachracl, Dr. R. I. Bowie, Rev. Geo. Braithwaite, 


a Di DIR ee eknh an 11, 1896.] 


Miss Chaffey, Di. F. H. Clack, Mr. R. ae Ore eet 5. Wee Crosse, 
Miss Daniels, Mr. E. Eddison, Mr. Fairhurst, 
Mrs. Haller, Mr. J. S. Hays, Mr. M. H.R. 
Harris, Professor and Mrs. Loisette, Bishop A. E. 
Medlicott, Mr. A. O'Brien, Mr. J. C. Oswald, 
Mr. Lonis B. Quick, Mr. J. Remusat, Mr, B. 
Rosenthal, Mr. W. #4. Shearer, Mis. F. Sudhler, 
Mr. Geo, B. Swayne, Miss G. Suthon, Dr. W. P 
Turner, Mes. N. W. Utley, child, and infant, Mr. 

. Voitlander, Rev. L. Whey, and Mr. C. D. 

Veldon in cabin. 

Per British steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 
poits:—Mrs. S. M. Bradbury, Miss M. Bradbury, 
Miss Louisa Bradbury, Miss Mary Verdon, Mr. 
Lewis Bradbury, Miss Woolrich, Mr. and Mus, J. 
A. Goodson, Mr. P. B. McLeod, M:. O. Pollak, 
Mr. 11. Scott, Mr. oe Mis. Hughes, Mr. Boyle, 
Mr. W. K. Peech, E. Gauotlett, Mr. E. B. 
Forinan, Mi. W. HY Ciawlerd, Mr. Tucida, Mr. 
add Mrs. G. W. Hill and child, Mr. Geusen, Mr. 
E. B. Harker, Mc. Veantoff, Mrs. Amber, Mr. 
Chas. Dunne, Mr, Peter Taylor, Mr. and Mes. 
Merrill, child, and servant, Mrs, Woodward, Mrs. 
Williams, Mr. Chan Hoi Sai: Miss Otachi, Mi. 
Hing Kee, and Mr. A. S. Boyle in cabin; one 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Fapan, for London via 
ports:—Mr, and Mes. A. Goodson, Mes. 
Archer, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Hill and child, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Tatty: 2children, infant, and atiall 
in cabin. 


CARGO. 


Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco, 


viA Honolulu :— 
TRA, 





agate nsw ST. HONO- OTHER 
emanClace, YORKE,CHICAGO. LOUIS, LULU.CITIES,§uUTaL, 
Shanghai... 387 _ _ - _— — 387 
Hyogo ...... - — _ — 30 = 30 
Vokohama. §07 — - — — _ §07 
Hongkong. 652 —_ - - _ — 652 
Votal ... 2,546 _ - 30 — 1,576 
stun 
24h nye 

en aNnCtinne, Tuke, HAKTPOHS), torpaa, 

Hongkong ......00 _ 430 _ 239 

Vokohama. ......... _ 47 — 47 

Vortal _ 277 _ 277 











LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
—_————_.@——____— 
IMPORTS, 


No news of importance, Dealers do not seem 
to have commenced work in earnest yet. Yarns— 
Market quiet, and the trade seems to be chang- 
ing. Manchester singles of low quality and full 
size have been long supplanted by the home pro- 
duct, and what business now passes is in Gassed 





Yarns, fine counts, single and double. Fancies 
and Woollens dull. 
COTTON PIRCIC GOODS. 
PER FIKCB. 
Grey Shictings—84 th, y8) yds. syincher $2.30 to 2.90 
Grey Shistings—glh, 484 y'ls. 4sinch'es 2.75 to 3.30 
VY. Cloth—7)h, 24 yards, y2inches ...... 1.74 to 2.00 
{adigo Shirtinys—t2 yards, gginches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yacds, so incher,, 200 to 3-75 
PRH TARD. 


sorts ec ‘sna Satteenn iBtacle, 
32 inches... a osda dev abecesesa ves 0.t6 to 0.22 


PER viecs, 


aie nega aazinches ... 8.0 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3 inches,, 0 75 to 0.90 
luckeyReds—a.oto 2.41h, 24/25 yards, 

soinches . 1.60 to 0.75 
lurkey Reds—z. 8 to 31, 24/25 yards, 

40 inches .. 1.85 lo. 8.10 
Turkey Reds—}. 8 to 4%, 34/25 yards, 

32 inches .. 2.35:to: 2.65: 
Varkey Reds—4.6 ry to 0 5th, 34las yards, 

3ainches . 2g0to 4.30 

WOOWK,ENS. rei YAnD, 
#lennel..... .... $0.30 tu 0.478 
Italian ( ‘loth, 40 ‘yards, ‘42 juches hest 0.35 [tn 0.4! 
Italian ( ‘loth, 30 yards, 3? inches 

Medium 030 tn 0.323 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, a ‘inches 

Common .... 0.25 to 0.27) 
Mousseline de I.nine—C ape, ™ yada, 

41 inches... seseeeeee Q.0§) lv 0.32 
Cloths—Pilots, 51 @ ‘sf inclines sescseeee 0.95 000.50 
C loths—Prenidente, 51@S56inchern ... 0.60 to 0.65 
Cloths—Union, 53 56 inches. 9.49 00.70 
Menleta—Seariet aud Green, 3! tn 5 m, 

per hh .....,... sss 0 60 tu 0.7§ 

Pew PICUL. 


COTO ia aiie: 


409. 16/44, Ocdlimary ...cc cee — 
Nos. 16/24, Medi ert — 
Nos. 16/24, Guod to West 0.0.0.0... "” $38-00 to 39.00 
Nos. 16/24, Reworme .c.c. ce. ce cce cee cee eee _ 
Nos, 28/32, Ordinary ......ccccc0 cece - 
Nos, 28/32, Medium... wc. ae $9.00 to 40.00 
Nos. 28/42, Good to Wert. .....00... 41.00 to 43,00 
Nos. 43.00 tO 45.00 


38/42, Meilivsa to Vest eet 
No. 32s, Two-fold.. acttcavdvicn 


4$.00 to 46.00 
Ne. 428, fwo-fold . : : 


51.00 to §3.00 
Fumweata, 
MO, 208, Wombmy ic ecc ccc ccc ccs eee cee ee ees _ 

NO. 168, Bombay cccccccsccc cae coceee ven vee 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 
MICTALS. 
Dull market with a few small dealings. Prices 
nominally unchanged. 
PeR PICUL, 
int Mars, dj inch. » $3.20 lo 3.25 
Flat Haws, dinch.. ese 9.25 tO 3.30 
Rowad and quae up ‘to. v8 inch ow. 3.20 to 3.30 
Iron Plates, assorted .............0004 3.50 to 3.65 
Sheet frou 4.30 10 4.50 
Galvanized fron sheets 9.00 to 9.50 
Wire Nails, assorted .. 5.40 to §.80 
Vin Flaten, per box 5.60 lo 5-90 
Piy Tron, ho, 3 eer 1.60 to 1.65 


IKROSIEN IE, 
Buyers are getling anxious, and we expect to 
report considerable sales in our next. 


American siiiaeni ews Nom. $2.50 
FROME R OW ik iisceneciiens ci sae feveak Seni om. 2.50 
Langkat .. Nom. 2.30 


“SUGAR. 
Brown—Prices more or less irregular and in 
buyers’ favour. Refined—No change. 


PSR PICUL, 

Brown Valea ...ccccccces cee cee see cee eeees 
Brown Manila ...... euedsnasers $8. 70 6. 4.80 
Brown Daitong (New) sesteesees eeessecese 3.90 tO 4.00 
Brown Canton ...... Sued cusians 4.00 to 4.60 
White Java and Penang senesanuged 6.70 to 6.75 
White Rotined . eeeuree 6.§0t9 9.50 

EXPORTS. 

RAW SILK. 


Quiet with prices irregular and weak. Small 
business, the U.S. trade being, apparently, dull, 
The financial troubles in New York do not seem to 
be quite cleared off yet, and in such time Juxuries 
like Silk feel the pinch more than necessaries. 


QUOTATIONS —-(NEW SILK. ) 
Filatucos——[xtra g't, to/r2 deny... 
Pilatuces—[ixtra 13/35, 14/16 deniers .. 
Filatures—No. 0, 10/14 deniers... .......00 00 
Filatures—No. 5, 139/195, 14/16 den, wild 
filatures—-No. 14, to/t4 deniers ............ 840 to 850 
Wilatures——-No. 1b, 13/16, s4/s7den. ...... 820 to 830 
Filatures—No. 2, 10/1§ deniers............0. 830 tO 830 
Filatures——No, 2, 14/08 deniers............. 790 to 800 
Re-reels—No. 1, 03/15, 14/16 den, ......... 820 to 830 
Re-reels—No. e4, 03/16, 14/17 deniers... 770 to 780 
Re-reels—No. 2, 64/18 deniers ............... 740 to 750 
Re-reels—No, 24, 14/t8 deniers ...... ...... 720 to 730 
Re-reela—-No. 3, 14/20 deniers.,,.........400 700 to 710 
Kakedas—Extra ..........seeee. Nom. 830 
Kakedas—No. to. .cce cece ce cus ee seseeesee 800 tO 810 
Kakcedas—No. sss csc cee cseseesesssssssseeee ees 770 tO 780 
Kakeedas—-No. 2 wo... eee «+. 750 to 760 
Katkedas—No. 24.. » 730 to 740 


w$9t0 ‘in 920 
860 to 870 
840 to 850 


WAS’ rE ‘SH. K. 


Position unchanged. Dealers will probably :e- 
duce quotations again presently in a further at- 
tempt to entice buyers. 


QUOTATIONS, ial WASTE.) 


Noshi—Wilature, Best ......... ots to 120 
Noshi—Filature, Good .. tos to t10 
Noshi—Oshu, Hest.. .. setecoevcecsaseeecce LES tO 820 
Noshi—Oshit, Good cscs cccccseseceeceeese eee EEO CO 895 
Noshi—Oshu, Media ...........cceseeeeeeeees 200 £0 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ........ ere —_ 

Noshi—-Shinshiu, Good wo ...cccccee ee eee eee 65 tO 70 
Noshi--Bushu, Vest ...... .» 120 to 125 
Noshi—Bushu, Good sap pesweases avons SIO TO SES 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium.............cesese008 100 to 105 
Noshim—Joshu, Good ...ccccce esses seeseeone 60 to 65 
Noshi—joshu, Fair ...... esas 55 to 59} 
KibisumMilatere, West ....cccee cece coe cnn eee 95 to too 
Kibiso—Filature, Secomls ..... .- 85 to go 
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IEA. 


A few small retail purchases at unchanged 
prices. 


PSR PICUL, 
poet 4 Se to $32 
Choice .. 28 to 29 
Finest . Pe 26 to 237 
Fine Seine anew. gaa asieee 24 to 25 
Good MediGin ics: cia Se deecss crasteacns a2 to 23 
PRGUIIIN: incsidésverstscustiesevasccicmsaioiscnaen BO 0O M4 
. Good Common .. ooo osescussoccecsosessneses 98 tO 96 
Common .. aesnigheascaans 16 to 17 


EXCHANGE. 
Exchange has been steady during the week, the 
latest move being a slight drop in rates. 
Sterling—Bank TT. ..cccccccscsccee’ 
Bills on demand. adiwieg 
4 months’ sight ...... 
Private 4 months’ sight 
6 months’ sight .., 
On Paris—Bank sight .........ccesee eee 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ... 
On Hongkong—Bank sight............ I 
Private rodays'sight, 
On Shanghai—Bank sight .........08. 
Private 10 days’ sight, 
On India—Bank sight ...... cc. .ccsecese 
Private 30 days’ ‘sight... oe 
On America—Bank Bills on demand. 
Private 30 days’ sight.. 
4 months’ sight 
On Germany—Bank sight ............ 
Private 4 months’ sight... 
Bar Silver (London) ......ceccce sec ceeces 


» 2/tt 
2/1 
2/1} 
2/1} 
a/2 
2.664 
2.71% 
1 */,p. 
Par. 
71 
724 
181 
183} 
sit 
52% 
53% 
2.15 
2.20 


30x%% 


BISSET & CO.’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, Jan, 4th, 1896. 

We are glad to quote H. & S. Banks at 183 per 
cent. premium—this rate being telegraphically re- 
ported tous from Hongkong as the rate at_ which 
business was effected last evening. In addition 
to this quotation, the following have also been 
wired us :—Hongkong Lands Sales at $69.50 with 
further buyers, whilst Sellers hold for $70. Buyers 
rule the market for China Fires at $89.50 and H. 
& W. Docks at 149 per cent. premium, whereas 
there are Sellers of H. & K. Wharfs at $49, Doug- 
lasses $52, Raubs $4, Balmoral $1.50, Nationals 
Banks $28, Indo-Chinas $58, Straits $24.50, 
Unions $200, and Traders at $74. Sales of H.C. 
& M. Steamboats at $37.25, and Punjoms at $5 
are reported. 

New Amoy Docks have been placed locally from 
the Colony for delivery on 31st March at $11.50. 


January roth. 

We lear by wire that the H. 8& S. Bank pro- 
poses to pay a dividend at the rate of £1.5; carry 
to Reserve $250,000; and carry forward to a new 
account $300,000. The net profits _ consequently 
must be over 15 lacs. 

The Hongkong Land fiiveaiment Co. will pay 
8 per cent. for the year; and carry $46,000 to a 
new account, 


— 
eee 


-_— 








Apollinaris 





“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 


‘More 


wholesome 


than any 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 


THE TIMES. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTERETINYD & SWIiRHB, 
YOKOHAMA. 


August 3rd, 1895. 


Google 
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“A CHARMING SCENT,” 


H.R.H. The Duchess of York. 


INSO,z,, 
< tiling 


> 
WHITE ROSE. 


‘*The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


AT K t N S @] N’S ONLY GENUINE. 


Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 

Sachets, & all other specialities with this 

“charming” odour, of all Dealérs throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 

J. _& E. E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Be Bond St., London. St., London. 


‘Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 





London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





indents of all kinds executed. 


Al and ABC Codes. 








Telegraphic Address: “‘Brookgrant, London.” 


“MONEY,” 
A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Annual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Kingdom. Ditto, 29s., to any part of the World, 


Offices —Bishopsgate House, London, £.C. 


Cable Address: Dinero, London, 





“"MONEY ”’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 
and swindles. 

** MONEY” is tus Journal for Investors, Speculators and 
Business men. 

“ MONEY ”’ is a thoroughly up-to date Record of all Financia! 
and Business Matters. 

"* MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, 
clique, or syndicate, but is absolutely free, independent, 
nd honest, 

BALANCE SHEETS o Assurance, Banking, Manufacturing 
Shipping, Trading, and Trust ¢ ompanies, are fearlessly and 
impartially criticised in ‘* MONEY.’’ 


—— 3, thos. 





THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover.that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sirk Samus. Baxer,in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu 
aries in Abyssinia,” says—*‘I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis, In 1 
short time I had many agg ti to whom I served ont 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 


of all kinds. Itacts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr, J. T. Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 18471, says—** I had with me a quantity of 


Holloway’ s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothiny 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, uwtil at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘stock,’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughou 
World. May rst, 1890. 


Digitized by Cor gle 
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THAMES ELECTRIC & STEAM LAuNCHC! 


oe 





ea 





ELECTRIC LAUNCH 
Are prepared to Estimate and Furnish Drawings 
and Specifications for Launches in Wood, Steel, 
Delta Metal, or Composite, either with Steam or 


sd hour ; 
equired, 


Electric Power—Speed from 6 to 20 miles 
—also Tugs, and Stern Wheelers, which, i 
will be prepared and constructed in Sections. 
Launches of specially Light Draught constructed 
for Shallow Waters. 
Electric and Steam Pinnaces for Harbour or 
Ferry purposes. 





Poss 


April 23rd, 1893. 














the 
purposes. 


eens 


And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 





To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. 


TWICKENHAM, 


MILKM, 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


“Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
es all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
| refined sugar added. 

1 Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
ja cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 


“GLOW -WORM," “ESM. by by 7ft. Sin. 


Builders of Electric Charging Stations, Floating 
or Stationary; and makers of all required fittings 
and equipments. 


A selection of Electric Launches always ready 
for prompt delivery, of which particulars will be 
forwarded on application to 


W. S. SARGEANT, ».1....£., 
Manager. 


PPPS SIS SINISE ad 


ENGLAND. 


NLL FLOPS LF et ee” 





AID) 





FOR 





” FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG'S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO. , Ltd., 9, Fencharch Avenue, London, England. 


June 14th, 1895. 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 








THE PROCEEDINGS |“ NEW CODES AND OLD cUsTt CUSTOMS.” 


OF THE 


IMPERIAL, JAPANESE DIET 


in Boox Form. 


HE “ Proceedings” include EPITOMISED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of 


the Session. 
PRICE Sl. 





er J.B. W. 
RRINTED FROM THE ‘“‘ JAPAN Mai,” 
PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 


December. 20th 1804, 


NEW TREATY. 


Picie- of the NEW JAPANESE TREATY 
with the UNITED STATES, in Pamphlet 
Form, can be obtained at this Office, 
Price 50 Cents. 








To be obtained at the Office of the Fapam| “Japan Mart,” 51, Main Street, 


VMiael, rae ot% 
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The Sapna Weebly Wail, — 


“PAIS CH QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!”’ 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the « JAPAN 
Weexty Mait” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. it isparticularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER, 
and Cheques be made payabieto same: and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the Epitror. 


YoxouaMa: SATURDAY, JAN. 18TH, 18096. 


MARRIAGES. 


On the t1th inst., at Christ Church, Yokohama, by 
the Rev. K. Champneys Irwine, Keita Fenton Craw- 
FrorpD to Nina Evetyn Town ey. 

On the 17th inst., at Christ Church, Yokohama, by 
the Rev. E. Champneys Irwine, M.A., Joon Kennepy 
TrRaFForD to Maup Mary Watson. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





T.1.H. Prince and Princess Yamashina left 
Tokyo on the roth inst. for Kyoto, 


Mr. M. Icurxtr has been appointed a secretary 
in the Japanese Legation in Germany, 


H.I.H. tut Crown Prrnce removed from 
Hayama to Numadzu on the 13th inst. 


It is stated that several changes of Prefects will 
take place at no distant date. 


A FIRE originating in a bath-house at Ota on 
Monday morning, destroyed six houses. 


Tue establishment of a school for teaching the 
Russian language, is spoken of in Tokyo. 


Li SHunN-Yo, grandson of the Tai Wén-kun, is 
said to be the new Korean Minister to Japan. 


RINDERPEST has been stamped out in Tokyo: 
it is still epidemic in other parts of the country, 


Tue 15th inst. being the first anniversary of 
the death of H.I.H. Prince Arisugawa Taruhito, 


Digitized by Cox gle 


H.I1.H. Prince Fusumu, who will attend the 
coronation of the Czar, will leave Japan about 
the middle of February next. 


Mr. Naxacawa Tsunxyjiro, Japanese Consul 
of the first class, was appointed to Townsville, 
Australia, on the 11th inst. 


THE aMalguination uf all the parties forming 


he Opposition is now said to have reached the 
sphere of practical politics. 





SKATING commenced in Yokohama on Monday 
and has been practicable in the early mornings’ 
and evenings throughout the week. 


CrerTAIN residents in Aichi have decided to 
construct a railway between Toyokawa and 
Atsuta at a cost of yen 1,800,000. 


An eleven from H.M.S. Edgar beat the home 
team of the Yokohama Cricket and Athletic Club 
at football on Saturday by three goals to one. 


His Honour Jupce Mowar has found both 
vessels to blame in the Js/s- Macy collision case, 
and has ordered them each to pay their own 
expenses, ——— — 


Mr. Joun W. Hatt celebrated his quarter-of- 
a-century’s residence in Japan by a big dinner 
to his Japanese friends and clients on Tuesday 
evening. —_— 


Tue Shibata Maru and Kinshu Maru arrived 
at Kelung on the rath inst, with reinforcements 
from Osaka, and the Sakura Maru the follow- 
ing day. 
Two delightful concerts have been given in the 
Public Hall this week by M. Ovide Musin, 
violionist, Madam Musin, soprano, and M. 
Edward Scharff, pianist. 


oe 





Tue Kanagawa branch of the Karshin-to was 
formally established on the 12th inst. Mr. 
Shimada Saburo, M.P. for Yokohama, was one 
of the principal speakers. 


THE 5.35 up-train from Umeda Sation, on the 
roth inst. was derailed near Fukada Station, 
and the third class carriages were upset, A 
few passengers were more or less injured. 


Apm1raL TyrtorF, the Commander-in-Chief of 
the Russian Asiatic Squadron in the East, 
hauls down his flag on the 20th, preparatory to 


yen 
5.463.682 being carried forward to the new 
account. 





21,800 voted as remuneration (o officers, and 
108,000 declared as a dividend, yen 








Reuter telegraphs the close of the Transvaal 
trouble with the handing over of Dr. Jameson 
and his men—who had been imprisoned at 
Pretoria—to Sir Hercules Robinson, who 
met them on the Natal form. At the open- 
ing of the Canadian Parliament the arming 
of the Militia and the strengthening of the de-, 
fences were announced. M. Munsterhas sent 
to M. Faure a copy of the Emperor William’s 
allegorical picture recalling the understanding 
between France, Germany, and Russia in China, 
La France publishes the names of thirty de- 
puties whom it accuses of having accepted 
cheques in connection with the Panama affair, 
The deputies are prosecuting the paper. 


THERE is no material change in the Import 


trade. The business in Yarns continues small, 
and Shirtings remain dull, while Fancy Cottons 
are only taken in small lots. There have been 
a few contracts reported for Woolleus for future 
delivery. Metals generally are unchanged in 
value, and the market is quiet, dealers looking 
for concessions before operating. Still nothing 
done in Kerosene, as buyers continue to hold off, 
but holders are not eager and seem to have the 
best of the situation. There has been some busi- 
ness moving in the Sugar trade, but arrivals 
have been large—double the sales and more, 
Manila Sugar has advanced somewhat, but 
China sorts are lower in value, Whites being - 
sold for less money; Refined remains steady 
at late rates. There has not been much doing 
in the Silk trade, but holders are firm and make 
no sign of meeting buyers. As the stock on 
this market is close on 200,000 piculs some 
concessions will have to be made by owners, 
for the outlook in Europe and America is not 
particularly bright, and even if a few thou- 
sand piculs of the fibre on this market be 
taken for home consumption there will still 
remain a very large quantity to carry on towards 
new crop time, The Waste Silk trade is in 
much the same condition as the Raw, There 
is nothing to report in the Tea trade. Exchange 
has fluctuated somewhat, but in the main rates 
have been Jooking up. 


Original from 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 


———_—_——_@—————_—_—_- 

Opposition journals that hitherto persistently 
clamoured for wholesale retrenchment of Ad- 
ministrative expenses, are now turning round 
and declaring themselves dissatisfied with the 
meagreness of the measures contemplated by 
the Government, especially in the matter of 
naval increment. The Kokumén, for example, 
takes that line, and so, indeed, it must be con- 
fessed, does Count Okuma himself. It would 
seem that the politicians of the Opposition do 
not care mach what methods of attack they 
employ or what charges of inconsistency they 
incur, so long as they can display their ani- 
mosity toward the Government. The Xokumin 
is thoroughly dissatisfied with the narrow scope 
of the scheme of Army and Navy expansion, 
formulated by the Government, and declares it 
inadequate to preserve tranquillity in the Orient, 
or to afford due support to the national diplo- 
macy and secure its success. In the matter of 
army increment, the Budget includes merely one 
item for the construction of barracks to be 
used by the 7th Military Division. Is it possible 
to ensure Oriental peace and to wipe off the dis- 
grace that Japan has incurred, with such an 
insignificant increase of thearmy? The Xoku- 
min is surprised to see that considerable sums 
are appropriated for purposes of coast defence, 
namely, the building of forts in Naruto Straits, 
at Kure, and so forth Why not employ the 
money for increasing the number of regiments, 
or—which ultimately amounts to the same thing 
-—for facilitating means of communication so 
as to quickly mobilize troops? Should the 
strengthening of the coast defences be really 
necessary, why not devise measures to streng- 
then the coast of Hokkaido or the northern 
coast of the main island? The Xokumén con- 
siders such appropriations entirely misplaced. 
Even louder are its complaints about the in- 
adequacy of the Government's programme for 
the expanston of the Navy. It asks how the ton- 
nage of the Imperial Navy can be sensibly 
augmented with such a small appropriation as 
27,790,000 yen. The Government estimates 
the cost of a war-vessel at about £110 per ton. 
Hence the above sum will suffice to build 
27,000 tons only. In other words, the total dis- 
placement of the navy will not exceed 120,000 
tons after the lapse of seven years. Can a fleet 
so weak expect to cope successfully with the 
combined squadrons of Russia, France, Ger- 
many, and China? Seven years hence those 
squadrons will probably have a displacement of 
over 160,000 ton. In short, the Kokumén loudly 
urges the Opposition to draw up navy-expansion 
measures of greater scope, and substitute them 
for the petty measures proposed by the Govern- 
ment. Every effort should be made, says the 
Progressionist organ, to defeat the Ito Cabinet 
on this most important subject. 


* e 

The Chuo’s opinion, on the other hand, is 
entirely favourable to the Government. It 
highly appreciates the wisdom of the Authori- 
ties in appropriating so much as 13,720,000 yen 
in round nmbers for the construction of torpedo- 
boats. Given a sufficient force of torpedo-boats, 
says the National Unionist organ, and there 
need be no apprehension, however, powerful 
the enemy’s war-ships. Moreover, the use of 
this dangerous weapon of war is excellently 
suited to the spirit of Japanese seamen, and the 
Diet should keep these points in view in dis- 
cussing the Budget. 

* 
* «# 

Other topics that serve the Opposition papers 
as weapons for assailing the Government and 
holding up the Liberals, its supporters, to pub- 
blic discredit, are the new Bills relating to re- 
organization of the metropolitan system and the 
establishment of Musashi Prefecture. The 
principal points of these measures to which the 
malcontents take exception are the official 
nomination of the Mayor, the raising of the 
qualification for the status of citizens—from 
2 yen of direct tax payment to 5 yen, and the 
absence of a special police force in the new 
Prefecture, which is to be policed by the Metro- 


Google 


politan force. That is called a serious encroach- 
ment upon the privileges of local autonomy. 
The chief strength of the Liberal Party con- 
sists in ils uniform advocacy of the rights of the 
person, say the Opposition journals, It has 
always contended for freedom of speech, pen, 
and platform. More than once the Liberals 
pronounced in favour of the public election of 
District Headmen, and introduced a Bill for 
abolishing the special system of city govern- 
ment. Can they be shameless enough to aban- 
don these cherished objects and support Cabinet 
Bills entirely opposed to their time-hononred 
views ? e 

The Mainichi similarly delivers what it con- 
siders a home-thrust against the Liberals, in con- 
nection with the Press Law Bill introduced by 
the Government. The principal point of attack 
against the latterand its supporters, the Liberals, 
is the retention of the power of official suspen- 
sion, with a maximum limit of one week for a 
daily journal. The Mainichi contends that the 
public is dissatisfied with the existing Press Law, 
not because it contains a provision giving to 
officialdom the power of suspending a journal 
for an unlimited period, but because it gives 
any such power at all. They insist that the 
provision should be totally expunged, and the 
Liberals have hitherto maintained that view. 
But the Mainrch? learns that the Liberals have 
now veered round, and have decided to accept 
a compromise, namely, the reduction of the 
maximum period of suspension to 3 days. The 
Mainichi is impatient to hear what arguments 
the pro-Government party can adduce in de- 
fence of such tergiversation. 

e 
_* « 

A rumour that the Progressionists are about 
to dissolve their organization, so as to prepare 
for the lawful amalgamation of the various sec- 
tions of the Opposition into one compact body, 
has furnished a topic of comment both 
to the 7okyo Shimbun (the Liberal organ) and 
the Michi Nicht. The two papers enconrage 
the Progressionists in their new design and 
tender some advice, not unmixed with raillery. 


The Niché Niché \earns that Count Okuma 
has instructed his adherents to get together, at 
any Cost, as many allies i 

henchmen, while outwardly obeying this instruc- 
tion, secretly hesitate. In fact the Progressionists 
seem to lack decision. Do they apprehend that 
their party will be turned into a tool of the 
Count’s? If so, why not sever their connexion 
with the Count, break up their organization, and 
join the Constitutional Reformists? If, on the 
other hand, they desire to keep their connection 
with their leader as before, why hesitate to obey 
his behest? Why not try, frankly and straight- 
forwardly, to collect as many allies as possible ? 
The Constitutional Reformists and the members 
of the Ofe Club should also make up their minds 
at once to become enrolled under the Progres- 
sionist leader. They constitute at present 
merely a disorganized and heterogeneous body, 
with no prominent men to lead them. It would 
be much to their benefit to place themselves 
under the command of such a personage as 
Count Okuma, a statesman of prestige and 
position. The Michi Nicht can discover no 
reason why that should not be done, inasmuch 
as they have hitherto obeyed in practice the 
commands of the Count, and are his adherents 
in everything but in name. 


© * 

The Zokyo Shimbun also wonders why the 
Progressionists and their allies, the Constitutional 
Reformists, do not take more decisive steps to 
amalgamate into one body, The Liberal organ’s 
chief grounds for desiring to see such a scheme 
realized are just and creditable to the Party it 
represents. It thinks that only when politicians 
are divided into a small number of camps, as is 
the case in England, can the full benefit of a con- 
stitutional system of government be realized. It 
laments to see, therefore, such a large number 
of petty factions existing in Japan, just as in 
Germany. Let the allies publicly join the Pro- 
gressionists, and let the latter become powerful 
enough to play the rdle of a competent Opposi- 
tion to the Government. Above all, let the amal- 
gamation be sincere and straightforward. Any 


party, however big, can accomplish no good 
while its actuating spirit it weak and vacillating. 
The Liberals themselves are perhaps more 
anxious for the realization of this re-organization 
scheme than are the parties directly concerned, 
In connection with this prospect, the same 
paper learns that Mr. Haseba Junko and several 
other Constitutional Reformisis declare the 
scheme premature; that their opinion has 
gradually gained influence, and that, although 
in deference to the Progressionists’ decision 
to disband so as to pave the way for a grand 
re-organization, the Reformists may be obliged 
to abandon their attitude of objection, the seces- 
sion of some members both of their Party and 
of the Ote Club will be unavoidable. 


es 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


NEW YEAR'S BENTBRTAINMENT. 


Mr. Jno. W. Hatt, our popular local auc- 
lioneer, entertained his Japanese friende at No. 
58, on Tuesday evening. The Auction Roome 
ow the ground floor were converted into reception 
and dining rooms, being beautifully decorated 
with evergreens, flags, &c., and really looked bril- 
liant. Nearly one hundred invitations had been 
issued for dinner most of which were accepted. 
Shortly after seven o'clock the guests com- 
menced to arrive and were received by Mr. Hall 
and his assistants Mr. Tom Abbey and Mr. O. 
Brooke. . During dinner the toast, “ Our Sove- 
reigns and Rulers, the Emperor of Japan and the 
Queen of England,” was given by Mr. Hal 
and most heartily responded to, the Band play- 
ing the National Anthems of Japan and Eng- 
land. Handsome pictures of the Emperor and 
the Queen were placed in positions of honoar in 
the dining room. Mr. Hall in a few, well-chosen 
words, expressed the great pleasure he felt in see- 
ing so many friends assembled, and wished: them 
alla ‘‘ Happy and prosperous New Year.” Mr. 
M. Suzuki, of Tokyo, in proposing the health of 
‘ Our Host,” expressed the great pleasure he 
felt in proposing this toast, he being Mr. Hall's 
oldest acquaintance then present, as nearly 25 
years ago he was one of Mr. Hall’s pupils in the 
old davs of tha K sineig-biey —~ Der: vem 


yon 5 
‘now just 25 years since “Our Host’s” first 


arrival in Japan—and he called on all present 
to drink to his health and wish him every pros- 
perity. An excellent dinner was supplied by 
the Club Hotel to which ample justice was done. 
The following was the 

Menu. 


Potage Washington. 
Fish A la Parisienne. 
Croquettes A la Montglas, 
Galantine of Chicken, 
Fillet of Beef A la Moderne. 
Caulifiowers, Holland Sauce. 
Roast Pheasant. 
Salad. 

Manila Ice Cream. 
Gateau Millefeuillee, 
Fruits. Dessert. 


During dinner the Town Band played a capital 
selection of music. The gueste then adjourned 
to the drawing-room, and were entertained by a 
party of about twenty Gesska and dancing girls. 
Some excellent songs were also given by the 
guests, and the pleasant gathering broke up . 
shortly before midnight. 


THE K.R. AND A.C. 

From the annual report of the Kobe Regatta 
and Athletic Club, we gather that the financial 
position of the Club has greatly improved during 
the year. Commencing with a debt to the Bank 
of $1,153.67, the accounts close showing the 
overdraft reduced to $454.58 ; this notwithstand- 
ing the extensive repairs and improvements that 
have been made during the year. The follow- 
iug figures will show the increase in the Club’s 
funds :— 


1894. 2095. 
Subscriptions ....ec00 w+ $3,075 ... $3,630.00 
Entrance fees .....00 ve =. 380... = 650.00 
Hire of Gymnasium .., 410 597-50 
Entrance feesfor Sports, 225... 6094.75 


The reserve held against the Mortgage now 
amounts to $1,944.37 on Fixed Deposit with 
the local Banks. One feature of the year that 
deserves special mention is the way in which 
many members have generously given special 
prizes, thus both adding to the interest of the 
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events and also materially assisting the Club 
Funds. The Club is hoping to receive a 
visit from Yokohama’s ‘‘ variety artists” this 
year. The example set by the “ Incogniti” 
should certainly stir the local talent of Yoko- 
hama to emulation. Besides, the best canons 
of reciprocity demand that it should be so. 


in a moderate breeze, deliver a package of 
four pounds in weight to a passing sailing 
vessel or steamer without detention as easily as 
the mail can be delivered to trains while passing 
through a station. The kites are pear-shaped ; 
one is 4ft. long by 3ft. at the broadest part; the 
other is 2ft. long by rft. 6in. at the broadest 
part. The line used is only sail-makers’ twine. 
Of course, larger kites would carry greater 


ried in 1878, and soon after came to Japan 
where they resided for nearly ten years. Among 
the Americans dwelling in Tokyo at the same 
time was Dr. Bigelow, of Boston, whom Mrs. 
Fenellosa, it is stated, will now marry. — Pro- 
fessor Fenellosa, it is further declared, is about ” 
to wed a Southern lady. His daughter, four- |, 
teen years old, will be confided to the mother, § 
There are no other children, the only son-: 





COLLISION AT WOOSUNG. 


On the 7th January, as the Zokio Maru was 
inward bound and the Ssechuen, one of Butter- 
field and Swire’s steamers, going out, they col- 
lided just inside the Woosung Bar, the result 
being that the Seechuen was badly damaged 
on her starboard side. The plates, a few 
feet aft of the stem, were knocked in about 
6 feet and the stem badly twisted over to 
the same side. The damage sustained by the 
Tokio Maru, says the Mercury, is not ofa 
serious nature. One man was injured on the 
Ssechuen, and the steamer had to turn back 
to the New Dock, where she is now under- 
going repairs. The collision occurred just 
above Gough Island. The Ssechaen washugging 
the Pootung bank of the river rather closely to 
avoid the Japanese steamer, and in doing so her 
stern took the ground, causing her to take a 
broad sheer. The /okso Maru struck her about 
ten feet abaft the stem on the starboard side, 
cutting into her to a distance of about six feet. 


HIDDEN TREASURE. 


Tur Indian Daily News prints a strange story 
of the Indian Mutiny, related by an old soldier, 
which has led to the formation in Calcutta of a 
syndicate for the purpose of digging up trea- 
sure valued at sixty lakhs of rupees, now said 
to be buried in a certain spot in the Unao dis- 
trict of Oudh. It is alleged that the veteran, 
in the course of one of the many engagements 
which took place at Oudh in 1857-58, shota 
rebel leader, on whose person he found a cop- 
per tablet inscribed with some strange writing 
and designs. The soldier preserved this tablet, 
and after the Mutiny entered the service of the 
Government from which he will shortly retire 
ona pension. A few months ago he showed 
ills tablue te ewe of the gavarnors of a certain 
bank, who, being struck with the story told in 
connection with it, had it translated. The in- 
scription cut on it proved to be in the old 
Hindoo character, and contained minute direc- 
tions as to the finding in a certain place of a 
treasure in gold, silver, and jewels valued at 
sixty lakhs. The exact spot was purchased, 
and a bungalow built over the hidden hoard, 
and in the course of a couple of months, if 
things prove to be as described on the tablet, 
the members who form the syndicate will each 
receive three lakhs, the State being entitled toa 
third of all treasure trove, and ten lakhs being 
the share of the soldier. 


PROPOSED CABLE FROM AMERICA TO JAPAN. 


On Dec. 10th, 1895, the ‘‘ Pacific Cable Co.” 
was incorporated by the Legislature of Albany, 
N.Y., witha capital stock of $100,000. It pro- 
poses to use leased wires from New York City to 
California, and to lay cables thence to Japan, 
touching at Hawaii, and, if necessary, at other 
islands. From Japan the line will in course of 
~ time be extended southward to Manila and 
Australia. The directors are Edmund L. 
Bayliss, H. L. Leroy, C. D. Wetmore, J. M. 
Robertson, and W. H. T.. Hughes, of New 
York; G. A. Miller, Montclair, N.J., and F. 
H. Allen, Pelham Manor, N.Y. For so vast 
an undertaking the amount mentioned seems 
wholly insufficient, but the privilege of enlarg- 
ing the capital will doubtless be secured. 


COMMUNICATION AT SBA. 
LizutTgnant Dopp, R.N., writes to the Western 
Morning News :—‘‘'On my passage from 
Cardiff to Capetown I succeeded, by means of 
Soars kite, while the ship was sailing eight 

knots, in sending a tin box containing a letter 
(the whole weighing a little over one pound) 
on board the barque Woolahra, and I received 
an answer. I saw by the experiment that there 
was room for improvement, and have since 
perfected the invention, if I might call it 
such. Now, by means of two kites, I can, 
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weights, but as the letters we may sometimes 
wish to send home by passing ships will not 
weigh a pound, I do not see any need for larger 
ones. I think the great difficulty in passing a 
line toa ship in distress in heavy seas might 
easily be accomplished by means of a kile.” 

YOKOHAMA ENGINE AND IRON WORKS, LIMITED: 
An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Share- 
holders in the Yokohama Engine and Iron 
Works, Limited, was held at Keil’s Buildings 
on Friday afternoon, for the purpose of con- 
firming the special resolution, passed on the 
18th December, 1895. ‘There were present, Mr. 
J. F. Lowder, who presided, Messrs. S. D. 
Hepburn, Jas. Walter, F. Gillet, O. Berger, J. 
Johnstone, J.A. Fraser, H.M. Arnould, J. Dodds, 
J. Rickett, C. Giussani, R.C. Kirby, and G. C. 
Charlesworth. Mr. Lowder proposed that the 
resolution be confirmed, and Mr. Jas. Walter 
seconded, and the same was carried. The 
Chairman then announced that seven days’ notice 
would be given of an extraordinary general 
meeting at which a resolution would be pro- 
posed to reduce their capital by one-half. At 
the same time the ordinary general half-yearly 
meeting of the Company would be held so that 
the shareholders would have all the figures and 
accounts before them before being asked to vote. 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 


PROPOSED PUBLIC HALL FOR KOBE. 


AT the annual meeting of the Kobe Regatta and 
Athletic Club, Mr. Hellyer brought forward a 
proposal that the Incoming Committee strouid 
appoint a Special Committee, including at least 
two of their own number, to prepare and draw 
up plans for building a Public Hall suitable to 
the wants of the community. This was carried 
unanimously, says the Hera/d, alter being sup- 
ported in an able speech by the proposer. Mr, 
Enslie was re-elected President of the Club, 
while Mr. Whittall was elected to succeed the 
Rev. S. Swann as Captain. The ballot for the 
Committee resulted in the return of Messrs. 
Hutton, Lightfoot, Ailion, Himbeck, Shepherd, 
Noél, E. T. Bethell, and Symes. 


YOKOHAMA LITBRARY SOCIBTY. 
At the meeting of the Literary Society on Fri- 
day evening, a paper wasread by Mr. W. D. Cor, 
of Tokyo, entitled ‘‘ A Bundle of Blunders,” in 
the course of which the speaker let off a few 
“blunder. busses” much to the amusement of 
the large gathering of members and friends. 
After a pianoforte duet by Mr. and Miss Griffin, 
the rest of the evening was filled by songs by 
Mrs. Pollard, Miss Shea, Mr. Whitefield, and 
a trio by Messrs. Whitefield, Unite, and Lewis, 
and a pianoforte solo by Miss Gertrude Vincent. 
A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Cox on 
the conclusion of his paper by the President on 
behalf of the members. 





THE SHIPS IN SOUTH AFRICAN WATERS, 


It may be interesting to call to mind the fight- 
ing capacities of the flying squadron sent by 
England to Delagoa Bay. The Royal Oak and 
Revenge are (win-screw tst-class battle ships 
of 14,150 tons and 7,000 i.h.p. each; the 
Theseus and Grbraltar are twin-screw tIst-class 
cruisers of 7,350 and 7,700 tons, respectively, 
and 10,000 i.h.p. each; and the Hermione and 
Charybdis are twin-screw 2nd class cruisers of 
tons and 7,000 i.h.p. 


DIVORCE OF FORMER RBSIDENTS IN TOKYO. 

New Yor newspapers of Dec. 13th, 1895, 
contain the announcement that Mrs. Lizzie G. 
Fepellosa, of Salem, Massachusetts, lias secur- 
ed, at Minneapolis, a divorce from Professor 
E. F. Fenellosa, ‘‘on the ground of incom. 
patibility of temper.” The coupté were mar- 


el 
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having died in 1887, 


THE FRENCH NAVY. 


In the report presented to the Chamber of De- 
puties by M. Pelletan, a member of the com- 
millee appointed to inquire into the administra- 
tion and condition of the French Navy, it is 
stated that the cost of the Navy last year was 
£4 2,000,000 in excess of the cost of the navies 
of the Powers forming thé Triple Alliance, viz., 
Germany, Italy, and Austria-Hungary. The 
report of the committee upon administrative 
abuses in connection with the Navy covers 150 
pages. It favours a reduction of the naval esti- 
mates by 13,000,000 francs. This reduction if 
carried out will chiefly affect the land staff. 
Later news, saysthe Kobe Chronicle, states that 
France is disarming several of the vessels of 
her navy. 





THURSDAY'S BIG BARTMQUAKE. 


Tue report of the Tokyo Meteorogical Obser- 
valory concerning the strong earthquake felt on 
the night of the gth inst., says that the shock 
occurred at 10h. 17m. 16s., its duration was 
g minutes 23 seconds, and direction from 
south to north. The maximum horizontal 
motion was 16.2 milimetres in 2.2 seconds, and 
the maximum vertical motion 0.4 «milimetre in 
0.5 second. The oscillation was severely felt 
at Choshi, Kofu, Utsunomiya, and Akita about 
the same time. Feeble shocks were experienced 
in Tokyo at 1oh. 42m, 223., roh 50m. 373., 
and rrh. 14m. 4gs. the same night, and twelve 


weak tartiquakes caring the frotfowtnyg forenoon: ~~ 





THE PRICE OF LAND IN BNGLAND. 


In his opening sessional address at the Surve- 
yors’ Institute recently, the President, Mr. Daniel 
Watney, instituted an instructive comparison 
between the sales at Tokenhouse-yaid of land- 
ed property outside of the metropolis during 
1875 and subsequent years, from which it ap- 
pears that the price per acre, which had fallen 
forty per cent. by the end of 1885, had fallen, 
by 1894, over ninety per cent. as compared with 
the figures for 1875. The actual amount realised 
during 1875 was £4,969,783 (about £52 an 
acre) ; in 1894 it fell to £283,201 (about £24 
108, an acre). 


A QUEER RBLIC OF PATERNAL GOVERNMENT. 


It seems scarcely credible, but a leading Ame- 
rican journal gravely announces that an old 
Colonial statute has been discovered in New 
Jersey, still unrepealed, which provides ‘ that 
all women, of whatever age, profession, or rank, 
whether maids or widows, who shall, after this 
Act, impose upon or betray into matrimony any 
of his Majesty’s subjects, by virtue of scents, 
cosinetics, washes, paints, artificial teeth, false 
hair, or high-heeled shoes, shall incur the penalty 
now in force against witchcraft and like mis 
demeanours.” 3 


FOOTBALL. 


A SPLENDID game of football was played on the 
Yokohama Cricket and Athletic Club’s ground 
on Thursday between teams sent from H.M.S. 
Edgar aud H.M.S. Pigue. Play began very 
punctuatly, and the ‘Edgars ” were the first to 
score, soon after commencing play. Then for 
a while the game was very even, splendid pass- 
ing being the order of the day. Of course the 
‘“‘ Edgars” had the advantage of older associa- 
tion and their combination was exceedingly 
good, but the ‘ Piques” number some fine men 
and they should develop into a capital team, 
their forwards especially being fast and unsel- 
fish. It did one good to hear the ° bearty 
cheers and good-natured chaff that followed 
every bit of rattling play, both ships being well 
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meeting of the Party, which will be convened 
shortly. As to the Constitutional Reformists, 
they considered the matter both on the r3th 
and r4th inst., but they have not yet come to 
any decision. Itis believed that a small sec- 
tion of them are opposed to the proposed amal. 
gamation. There being, however, perfect un- 
animity on the part of all other parties, it is 
believed that the hesitating Constitutional Re- 
formisis will have either to give in or to detach 
themselves from the Opposition camp. 

Such is the present state of the movement. 
A noteworthy feature is the circumstance that 
the Progressionists, though they are the real 
authors and conductors of the movement, 
studiously keep behind the curtain. They are 
even reported to have circulated a rumour that 
Count Okuma was not in favour of the project: 
ed amalgamation, which is well known to be 
the opposite of the truth. 


DEFICIT IN THE BUDGET. 
——————_—_-»—_—_____ 

The Budget for the 2gth fiscal year of Mezjz, 
as recently summarized in these columns, shows 
a deficit of 14,000,385 yen. How this deficiency 
is to be met has not yet been authentically 
made public, the subject being reserved for a 
Supplementary Budget which will be introduc- 
ed tu the Diet after the passage through both 
Houses of the various Taxation Bills now under 
consideration in the Lower House. Inquiries 
in responsible quarters enable us, however, to 
lay before our readers trustworthy figures show- 
ing the manner in which the Government pro- 
poses to meet the deficit. The Supplementary 
Budget will show an additional Income of 
16,810,730 yen made up of the following items :— 

Yen 


represented among the spectators, and could 
our local players have the same kindly encourage- 
ment from fellow residents much would be done 
towards reviving interest in football here. After 
the change of ends the ‘‘ Edgars” scored rapidly, 
the game ending in their favour by five goals to 
nothing. The goals were made by Adams (1), 
Main (2), and Hodge (2). The teams were :— 
H.M.S. Edgar—Goal: Donnegan; Backs; 
Bovill and Powell; Half-backs; Richards (Capt.), 
Johnston, and Lambert; Forwards: Main, 
Hodge (right), Adams (centre), Westaway and 
Laing (left), H.M.S. Pigue—Goal: Trust; 
Backs; Bibb and Byatt; Half-backs; Jones, 
Broad, and Smith; Forwards: Watson and 
Parsons (right), Bennetts (Capt. centre), Ed- 
wards and Bewsher (left). 









































Net Vield of the Registration Tax ...... 3,107,222 
Contribution by officials to the warship 

Construction Fund... ....cccccseccessecs stage 19,802 
Contribution by officials to the mutual 

elel Lad: sci cesenavadenateticvsarsatevsesuas 1,980 
Proceeds from the Public Undertakings 

LOA: -deenivavaceaidoeeniscuosuasenenssiagubes ss 8,374,500 
Appropriation from Surplus Revenue... 5,307,226 


A CURIOUS COMPENSATION CASE. 

A vrepict of $5,000 damages against the In- 
ternational Navigation Company has been 
awarded by the Court of Common Pleas, at 
Philadelphia, to Horace Law, who was a pas- 
senger on the steamer Berlin from Southamp- 
ton, and claimed to have sustained permanent 
injuries through the steward’s upsetting a tureen 
of hot soup over him during the voyage. 








THE MURDER OF SIX TEACHERS 


IN FORMOSA. 
de. pe 

The fresh outbreak of insurrection in For- 
mosa involved the death of six Japanese engaged 
in educating the natives. When the Governor- 
General's office was established at Taipeh, all 
persons of means in the town and the adjoining 
districts fled to Amoy, and the only youths re- 
maining were sons of Tow and indigent folk who 
had no idea of educational objects. This state 
of things greatly disappointed Mr. Izawa and 
his subordinates, who had accompanied the 
Governor-General for the purpose of under- 
taking educational work. It was subsequently 
found that in a little town called Pachelin, some 
5 miles from Taipeh, several respectable families 
were living, nota few of their young people 
being more or less instructed in the use of the 
ideographs. The Japanese therefore decided 
to establish a pioneer school in that town, and 
the project, having been prefaced by due ex- 
planation to the inhabitants, was soon carried 
out. A Buddhist temple served temporarily for 


a school, and the teaching of the Japanese 
language wae connsrorucds AANtoupgi WOU re- 


garded with any particular favour at first, the 
undertaking gradually began to attract the at- 
tention of the people, and an idea grew up that 
not in educational matters alone but also in 
administrative, Pachelin would become the 
centre for Japonicizing Formosa. Fromthe first, 
however, the school was viewed with hostility 








POUR « ictuvaisuad eieendaseadcseseSvenes 16,810,730 
Against this additional Income, there will be an 
additional Expenditure of 2,809,939 yen, neces- 
sitated by various measures relating to en- 
couragement of navigation and shipbuilding, 
to the creation of a Tobacco Monopoly, to in- 
creasing the salaries of primary school teachers, 
and so forth. Thus the excess of Revenue over 
Expenditure in the Supplementary Budget will 
be 14,000,791 yen, just sufficient to cover the 
deficiency in the General Budget. 


This explanation suffices for the year actual- 
ly under review, but it will be remembered that 
the Extraordinary Revenue for the incoming 
fiscal year includes an appropriation of 40 mil- 
lion yen, in round numbers, from the Chinese 
indemnity. Such a source of income is, of 
couree, exceptional and confined to one year. 
In order, therefore, to arrive at a clear under- 
standing of the financial situation, it becomes 
necessary to know exactly what parts of the 
extraordinary expendilures in the year 1896-7 
are also exceptional, and confined tu that year, 
and what sources of newly created permanent 
revenue are expected to become productive 
from the year 1897-8. | We shall examine this 
subject in a future article. 


SUDDEN DBATH OF MR. BUDGE, 
WE regret to announce the sudden death from 
heart disease of Mr. Budge, a very old resident 
in Japan, and formerly in the service of the 
Lighthouse Department for many years, recently 
manager of Cobbs & Co.’s Livery Stables. At 
what time the deceased succumbed no one 
knows as he was found dead in bed. 


CHINESE HOSTILITY. 
SZECHUAN despatches report that owing to the 
feeling of the people of Chunking against the 
Japanese coming to that place to trade, the 
Viceroy Lu has sent down a strong force of 
military to the City. 


MORE WARSHIPS, 
It tw understood that the French fleet in the 
Far East will be strengthened soon by the addi- 
tion of the new cruiser Fean Bart and the 
cruiser Voltigeur. The gunboat Surprise, 
launched this year, will relieve the Zson, which 
is to be paid off at Saigon. 


IMPERIAL WEDDING PRESENT TO 
COUNTESS COUDENHOVE. 
ee ree ?>- a ne oe ee 

On the 16th instant, Her Imperial Majesty 
the Empress, conveyed to Countess Couden- 
hove, through Viscount Kagawa, Grand Master 
of Ceremonies to Her Majesty, a very handsome 
wedding gift, in the form of an invory fan covered 
with a rich design of cranes and blossoms of 
felicity in gold, in high relief. Count and 
Countess Coudenhove, having been specially 
invited to attend the reception of the Ladies 
of the Imperial Court, were conducred to a 
separate salon, where Viscount Kagawa, 
speaking in accordance with instructions from 
the Empress, said that Countess Coudenhove 
having been the first Japanese lady to marry a 
foreign nobleman, Her Majesty desired to 
express her satisfaction at the event, to offer 
the Countess her congratulations, and to 
beg her acceptance of a slight memento of the 
occasion. The fan, an object of great beauty, 
was enclosed in a case covered with blue velvet, 
which the Grand Master of Ceremonies handed 
to the Countess after he had conveyed the Im- 
perial message. 


THE PROPOSED AMALGAMATION 


OF THE OPPOSITION PARTIES. 
—--——--}---- --- 

The oft mooted and oft unsuccessful project 
of amalgamating the different Opposition parties 
into one political body, is again on the sass, 
On the evening of the 5th instant, namely the 
same day on which the anti-Cabinet Address to 
the Throne was rejected by an overwhelming 
majority, the Opposition politicians repaired to 
the Maple Club in Shiba immediately after the 
rising of the House of Representatives. At that 
meeting they adopted the following resolution: 

Justice and injustice are sometimes inverted. We 
have not yet been able to secure the success of our just 
cause, but we must persevere, ready to face any number 
of defeats, in our purpose of maintaining the dignity of 
our country and the glory of our Emperor. ‘lhe only 
way to effect that end will be, on the one hand, to 
secure the practical introduction of a system of re= 
sponsible Cabinets, and, on the other, to wipe 
away the stain on the national honour. In this 
way alone will it be possible to raise the prestige 
of the country. We are, therefore, positively and 
decidedly opposed to the temporizing and self-abasing 
policy of the Ito Cabinet. We hereby pledge our 
honour that we will hereafter work in concert and 
harmony for the attainment of our object. 

This was the first step in the present move- 
ment for amalgamation. Since then the pro- 
ject of combination into one party has been 
openly made by the members of the Ofe 
Club, the Chugoku Shimpo-to, and Financial 
Reform Party. On the formal receipt of this 
proposal, the Progressionist Party convened a 
; meeting of its members on the 13th inst. At 
We also learn that Captain Henderson, of |that meeting the proposal was adopted with the| guage. To competently equip the teachers for 
~H.M.S. E£dgar has received a telegram from|unanimous approval of those present. A final|their task, they are first to study the language 


the Admiral at Hongkong to the same effect. = decision, however, is to be made at a general of Formosa. 


the defences of Taipeh were still comparatively 
weak, they plotted to assail it, and only sus- 


had been strengthened and its impregnability 
to capture by such poor forces as they could 


principal citizens. Even then they continued 
to await a better opportunity, which they thought 
had come when the Guards left Formosa, and 
the garrison of Taipeh was sensibly reduced. 
Then ensued the insurrection of which we have 
heard so much lately. Having failed to make 
any impression on Taipeh and Tamsui, the 
rebels turned against Pachelin, where they com- 
mitted all kinds of exccesses, culminating in 
the mérder of the six Japanese teachers. 
One of the six, Mr. Kashitori, was a younger 
brother of the famous Kusaka Gentan (a promi- 
nent figure in the war of the Restoration), and 
son-in-law and heir of Baron Kashitori, his 
uncle. In connection with this subject we may 
quote a statement made by a Tokyo paper that 
Mr. Izawa, now in Tokyo on business en- 
trusted to him by the Government of Formosa, 
has succeeded in enlisting the service of more 


— 


SAFETY OF 7HE “ BONNINGTON.” 


——————_@——__——. 
We have received the following from Messrs. 
Dodwell, Carlill and Company, agents of the 
steamer Bonnington :—'* We are pleased to in- 
form you that late on the night of Saturday, the 
11th inst., we received a telegram from our 
Hongkong firm, reading ‘ Bonnington arrived 
on the 11th, towed by Boynéon, crew well.’” 


tional purposes. An equal number of educa- 
tional stations, more or less resembling the 
ordinary normal schools of Japan, are to be es- 
tablished in various parts of the island, the 
primary object being to teach the Japanese lan- 


Google 


muster had been pointed out by some of the © 
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by the inhabitants living in the neighbourhood ° 
of the town. Indeed, they are such ignorant i 
and intractable people that, at one time, while { | 


pended the hopeless enterprise when the place. . 


en. 


than 30 teachers to goto Formosa for educa-. 
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d UNION SILK SPINNING FACTORY. 
————__———__—_ 

A story told by the Shogyo Shimpo about the 
establishment of a Union Spinning Factory at 
Okayama by certain capitalists of that city and 
of Nagoya, reveals interesting features relating 
to the spinning industry of Japan. The capital- 
ists of the two cities had no intention at first 
of combining; their schemes were distinct. 
When the project relating to the establishment 
ofa silk spinning factory in Nagoya, having 
been discussed by several leading business men 
of that city, was at lastthoroughly matured, Mr. 
Okuda Masaka, one of the projectors, received 
authority to commission the Mitsui Bussan 
Kwaisha and the Takata-gumi to procure plant 
and an expert. Happening to learn that a 
certain Mr. Tsurumi, one of the best silk-spin- 
ning specialists of the time, was open to 
engagement, he took steps to engage him, but 
was greatly disappointed to find, on inquiry, 
that the Okayama Silk Spinning factory, es- 
tablished at about the same time, had already 
secured Mr. Tsurumi’s services, There be- 
ing no other specialists unemployed in Japan, 
Mr. Okuda had no recourse but to apply to Mr. 
Takata, head of the Takata-gumi, for the ser- 
vices of a certain expert in the employ of that 
firm. Mr, Takata consented, provided that 
the new Factory promised to pay him, in return 
for the favour, a sum of 100,000 yen, to be 
divided equally between the Takata-gumi and 
the expert. The projectors of the Factory not 
secing their way to give such a promise, Mr. 
Okuda repeatedly appealed to Mr. Takata for 
a reduction of his terms, or at any rate to lend 
the expert for the purpose of superintending 
the initiation of the work. Mr, Takata replied 
that he should consent on condition of twelve 
thousand yen being given for thesuperintendance, 
the Takata-gumi undertaking that so long as 
its expert directed the work of the Factory, the 
latter must accept all responsibility, and, fur- 
ther, that if the factory ultimately engaged 
a foreign expert, a sum of fifteen thousand yer 
must be paid to the Takata-gumi. Mr. Okuda 
consulted with the other projectors, and they 
came to the conclusion that it would be im- 
prudent to start the enterprise on such a pre- 
carious basis, since the Factory could scarcely. 


hope to carry on its work with any success after 
te help ul ctie Supcrfurcudiug cxaport had been 


withdrawn, there being no competent person to 
take his place. While the projectors were 
at a loss what to do, negotiations were opened 
with them by the Okayama Factory as to the 
advisability of combining the two concerns. The 
expert of the Okayama Factory, coming as 
its representative, explained to the Nagoya pro- 
jectors that as two silk-spinning factories were 
about to be started in Kyoto, to be followed by 
others in other places, the directors of the Oka- 
yama Factory deemed it prudent to combine 
with the Nagoya concern. The proposal was 
accepted and, after repeated consultations, it 
was decided to remodel the Okayama Factory 
on the basis of union with the Nagoya, the 
Capital to be increased to 2 million yen and 
eight directors, four each from Okayama and 
Nagoya, to be appointed, as well as two mana- 
gers, one from each place. The remodelled 
Factory is to be provided at the outset with 
6,000 spindles, and expecis to turn out goods 
by the end of the year. 


SE ESSE. Oo 


DEATH OF PROFESSOR SEKIPA. 
————_~»—_______ 

We regret to have to record the death of 
Professor Sekiya, which took place, according to 
the Kobe Chronscle, on the 8th inst. at Zenshoji, 
Itayado-mura, Hyogo Prefecture. Professor 
Sekiya had been in a delicate state of health for 
several years past from consumption, and his 
death had long been expected. He was an 
ardent student of seismological phenomena, 
and was the chief Japanese authority on that 
subject, having been intimately associated with 
Professor Milne during the latter’s residence 
in Japan. 


The three then repaired to a restaurant close 
by, and there Fujita recounted in detail the 
history of the trouble, and asked Mr. Miyaji 
to repeat the story to the Count and to ob- 
tain his private help. The result of the con- 
ference was that Watanabe succeeded in 
obtaining an agreement from the Defendants, 
chiefly on Miyaji’s undertaking to secure the 
private help of his father-in-law in the matter ; 
the substance of the agreement being that 
a sum of 10,000 yen each should be given 
to Count Goto and to Watanabe, should the 
case be decided in favour of the defendants. 
As yet Watanabe was not counsel for the de- 
fendants, having to do with the private side of the 
affair only. But so ingeniously did he contrive, 
that at last he succeeded in getting the case put 
into his own hands. By a lucky chance, judg- 
ment was given in favour of the defendants. 
On Jane 27th, 1891, the Tokyo Appeal Court 
annulled the judgment of the lower court and 
acquitted the defendants, on the ground that 
their action did not constitute a legal offence. 
The defendants were deluded into believing 
that this was chiefly due to Count Goto’s having 
privately aided them, and from that time they 
became an easy prey to Watanabe. When 
therefore the plaintiffs appealed to the Supreme 
Court from the judgment of the Court of Ap- 
peal, and the former tribunal reversed the find- 
ing of the latter, and instructed the Appeal 
Court of Sendai to re-examine the matter, 
Watanabe acted as sole Counsel for the defen- 
dants. He thought it prudent, however, to 
provide against any breach of faith on the part 
of his clients in respect of the 20,000 yen, and 
to thatend he made out that the promise of 
reward had been addiessed chiefly to Count 
Goto. Accordingly, he told his clients that 
the Count seemed to have grown somewhat in- 
different in their cause, which fact must be due 
to suspicions about validity of their pecuniary 
promise, seeing that the agreement drawn some 
time previously had been addressed to Wata- 
nabe alone and not to the Count. In this way 
he caused his clients to write two promissory 
notes, each for 5,000. yen; in favour of- the 
Count. It would be tedious to follow in detail 
the various stages of the fraud planned by 
Watanabe. We may note, however, that in 
order to make the Count’s attitude appear to 
have recovered its previous warmth, Watanabe 
came up to Tokyo during an interval in the 
proceedings, and caused his accomplice Miyaji 
to write a letter to Mr. Nishigata, then chief of 
a department in the Sendai Appeal Court; he 
himself falsely representing to his clients that 
the letter enclosed a secret message from the 
Count to the Chief of the Department. On 
December 21st, 1891, the Sendai Appeal Court 
rejected the suit of the accuser, who, however, 
declared himself dissatisfied with that judgment, 
and finally appealed to the Supreme Court. 
This successive transfer of the case from one 
Courtto anotherexcellently served the fraudulent 
purpose of Watanabe. He again ingeniously 
represented to his clients the necessity of brib- 
ing the influential judges of the Court, and on 
One pretext or another persuaded them to write 
several promissory notes, which altogether 
amounted to 18,500 yen ; 2,000 yen of which was 
to go to Judge Masudo, 8,000 yen to the Pre- 
sident of the Court, and the remaining 8,500 
yen to four other judges in various propor- 
tions. On June 2nd, 1892, the Supreme 
Court rejected the appeal of the plaintiff, 
in the civil and criminal suit alike, and 
thus the affair terminated wholly in favour of 
Watanabe’s clients. He then collected all the 
come ont to see his visitors. After a short promissory notes, which he had keptall the while 
while, Mr. Miyaji Mohei appeared upon the/in his desk, though pretending to have given 
scene, and told the visitors that the Count was|them to the persons in whose favour they were 
obliged to defer the meeting till some other day, | drawn. These, amounting to 28,500 yen, he 
important Cabinet business requiring his imme- exchanged on June 7th and 8th for ready 
diate attention elsewhere. Watanabe then in- money or bonds, consenting, at the same 
troduced Mr. Miyaji to Fujita, told him that lime, to reduce the amount of his own reward, 
Miyaji was one of the Count’s most confidential and receive 6,500 yen in all, by way of douceur 
assistants (which indeed he was, having been,|and remuneration. Thus he altogether de- 
moreover, the husband of one of the Count’s| frauded his clients of asum of 35,000 yen. The 
daughters); that Mr. Miyaji managed all the] preliminary investigation department of the 
private affairs of his father-in-law; and that Tokyo Local Court has judged that the proofs 
therefore his consent given in any matter was| against Watanabe are convincing, and has gub- 
practically the same as the consent of the Count, mitted the case to the Tokyo Local Court. 


AN EXTENSIVE FRAUD, 
Seni 


The Tokyo Local Court has just concluded 
the preliminary examination of an extensive 
fraud case, in which the name of Count Goto 
appears. The case is connected °with one 
of the most celebrated civil suits recently 
heard by the law courts, namely, the Kaku- 
ishi suit, between Mr. Fujita Kinnosuke, a 
wealthy candle merchant living in the Nihon- 
bashi ward of Tokyo, and his ci-devant master, 
Kitamura Tsunesaburo. The latter accused the 
former and one of his relatives of having 
fraudulently appropriated a sum amounting to 
more than a quarter of million yes belonging 
to Kitamura. The fraud just investigated by 
the Tokyo Local Court was the work of Mr. 
Watanabe Kotaro, a well-known politician and 
member of the Tokyo bar, and the late Mr. 
Miyaji Mohei, Count Goto’s private secretary, 
who died of disease last year. As the Kaku- 
ishi case involved a large sum, it attracted the 
attention of the whole Tokyo Bar, and many 
barristers endeavoured to persuade either the 
plaintiffs or the defendants, especially the 
latter, who were far the more wealthy, to be- 
come their clients. Mr. Watanabe was among 
those that took that line. He thought that, 
judging from the extreme anxiety of the defen- 
dants to win the case, they could be easily per- 
suaded to entrust it to him and to pay hima 
large sum, provided he could lead them to 
think that he had some unique means of 
securing success. He communicated his idea 
to Mr. Fujita Takejiro, the eldest son of Mr. 
Fujita, through a certain acquaintance of his. 
Mr. Watanabe’s design proved at first very diffi- 
cult of execution, Mr, Fujita having already 
entrusted the case to the eminent barristers, 
Drs. Hatoyama and Okamura, and some others. 
But Mr. Watanabe was resourceful. He gave 
Mr. Fujita to understand that he had it in his 
power to secure the secret support of a Cabinet 
Minister should the .case be entrusted to 
him. This pretence had the desired effect. 
Watanabe was invited by Mr. Fujita to come 
to the latter’s house in Hiyoshi-cho. This 
happened about the middle of May, 1891, at 
which time Mr. Fujita had appealed to the 
Tokyo Court of Appeal from the judgment of 
the Tokyo Local Court, which had sentenced 
him, about a year previously, to major confine- 
ment for a period of one year, together with a 
fine of 20 yen and police surveillance for six 
months. Mr, Watanabe called on Fujita junior 
and ingeniously explained why a certain Cabi- 
net Minister of his acquaintance was interested 
in the case, assigning political as well as other 
reasons, Now the Counsel for the complainant 
was Mr. Oi Kentaro. Mr. Watanabe pointed 
out to Fujita that the Cabinet Minister in ques- 
tion entertained a political antipathy to Mr. Oi, 
and was apprehensive that should Mr. Oi Ken- 
taro ‘gain the case, his large pecuniary reward 
would enable him to extend his political in- 
fluence. This crafty story commended itself to 
the credence of Fujita. He begged Watanabe 
to tell him who the distinguished personage was, 
and then, for the first time, Count Goto’s name 
came upon the /aprs. 

The thing seemed natural enough in view of 
the fact that Watanabe had intimate political 
connection with the Count. Fujitathen asked for 
an introduction to the Count, which was readily 
promised. On May 24th, Watanabe accom- 
panied Fujita to the private residence of the 
Count at Takanawa, Shiba, and made him wait 
in a shed in the garden, assuring him that so 
soon as the Count was disengaged he would 
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SILVER AND 7HE SALARIES OF 
THE FOREIGN EMPLOFES. 
—_————___—_@——_-—. 

Last year, there was some talk of the Go- 
vernment’s taking into consideration the loss 
inflicted on their foreign employés by the ap- 
preciation of gold, but it turned out that nothing 
of the kind was contemplated except in the case 
of a few foreigners the nature of whose agree- 
ments constituted a special claim. We now 
find in the Fiji Shimpo a note to the effect that 
the Government has compiled a Bill on the 
subject, and that the principle to be followed in 
making allowance for the change in the gold 
price of silver is to multiply the number of 
dollars representing one half of the employé’s 
monthly salary by the number of pence represent- 
ing the difference between the yen and three shil- 
lings—always supposing the yes to be worth 
less than three shillings. As a mere arithme- 
trical operation that is intelligible enough, but 
what on earth the product of the multiplication 
means—whether pence or sen—we cannot con- 
ceive, Suppose that an employé is in receipt 
of 400 yen monthly and that the sterling price 
of the yea is two shillings. Then the half 
salary being 200 yen, and the difference be- 
tween two shillings and three shillings being 
twelve pence, the prescribed multiplication pro- 
duct is 2,400—24 yen, if a sen be the unit, and 
100 yen if a penny be the unit. The latter 
hypothesis looks the more correct, but we 
cannot tell. 


WELL-MERITED DECORATIONS. 
+ 
The American Journalist, Mr. WwW 
Dayideamyat present attached to the Japanese 
forces in Formagg as War Correspondent, was, on 
November 15th, decorated by His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan, with the Order of the Rising 
Sun, in recognition of services rendered to the 
Japanese troops on June 16th, 1895. The In- 
signia were formally handed to Mr. Davidson by 
Governor-General Count Kabayama, on the 24th 
of December at the capital, Taipeh-fu. This 
young journalist, a resident of Minnesota, is a 
ousin of Major Pond, the New York Lecture 
anager, and was connected with the American 
ours of Sir Edwin Arnold, Max O'Rell, F. 
[arion Crawford, Lieut. Peary, and other cele- 
rities. He was a member of the Peary Arctic 
xpedition of 1893-4, and while in North Green- 
land on the eternal ice-cap narrowly escaped 
with his life. In rescuing two companions 
from a snow drift, his left foot was badly frozen, 
and although the foot was saved, it never heal- 
ed properly and hindered him greatly in his 
work in Formosa. Upon returning to America 
from the expedition, he formed a newspaper 
syndicate and left for Japan, arriving there in 
December, 1894. In March, 1895 he reached 
Formosa, where he was attached to the Chinese 
Army, until the arrival of the Japanese three 
months later. Mr, Davidson at once joined 
the Japanese troops, having been granted per- 
mission by the Commander-in-Chief, the late 
Prince Kitashirakawa, of the Imperial Body 
Guard, and was in the field with this Division 
for four months, when he was transferred to the 
Second Division with which he will remain until 
ivil control is established. Hehas been thegnly 
oreign correspondent in Formosa, and through 
his syndicate, including Oriental papers, has 
ractically supplied the world with the only 
vews from that Island. . 


































































FROM THE STRANGERS’ GALLERY. 





The man that launched a bolt of invective 
from the Strangers’ Gallery in the House of 
Representatives, and was handed over to the 
police for his pains, turns out to be a respect- 
able individual enough. He is about 30 years 
of age, and his present means of subsistence is f 
journalism ; he writes for the Zatyo magazine 
and the Kwanlo Shimbun. Politics evidently 
interest him greatly, for he recently devoted 
much time and toil to preaching the cause of 
the Opposition and the Address to the Throne 
in Niigata Prefecture, of which place he is a 
native. He calls himself Umeda Matajiro,’ 
and his record says that he served as a non- 
commissioned officer in the Reserves, during 
the war with China, receiving a medal for his 
faithfulness to duty. The interesting part of 
the incident was the impartiality of Mr. 
Umeda’s scorn, as expressed from the Strang- 
ers’ Gallery. He didn’t abuse this party or 
that, but delivered himself of a comprehensive 
denunciation :—‘‘ The heads of the whole three 
hundred of you are rotten. You r’e not worth 
anything.” It was terribly disrespectful to the 
three hundred representatives, but how Mr. 
Umeda is to be punished, we do not see. Of 
course he will not have an opportunity of per- 
forming any more oratorical antics in the 
Strangers’ Gallery, but that need not hurt 
him much. 


It was shortly after his joining the Japanese 
forces (June 6th), tha¢ he and two other fo- 
reigners made their hazardous ten-mile trip 
through the rebel country to reach the Japan- 
ese lines, for the purpose of informing the Com- 


mander of the true condition of the capital, and to 
request him to send troops at once that lives and 


property might be saved, for which service the 
mperor of Japan conferred upon him, and his 
two companions the Order of the Rising Suan. 
After the capture of Keelung by the Japanese 
troops, the Chinese troops retreated to Taipeh- 
fu, the capital. All discipline was at an end, and 
the city was given over to rampage and murder. 
The foreign colony consisted of about twenty 
foreigners, and fifty-five English and German 
Marines, who had been sent for their protection. 
Affairs finally warmed up to such an extent that 
Tang, Ex-Governor and then President and 
ommander-in-Chief of the New Republic, 
ith that great regard for one’s person which is 
haracteristic of Chinese Mandarins, bribed his 
ody-guards with fifty thousand dollars and dis- 
ppeared like the morning mist, while twenty 
ousands of his loyal soldiers were watching 





DEPARTURES LUM TOKYO. sight of his Excellency, which would have 


resulted in his death ina manner that would 
have pleased the most fiendish Oriental, When 
it eventually dawned upon these people that 
their game had escaped, despite their vigil- 
ance, they proceeded to vent their rage on 
the Capital. The Governor's big Yamén 
(Palace) was looted and then set on fire. Other 
official buildings followed in quick succession. 
The constant crack of the rifle could be heard 
on every side, and many a Chinese met his 
death. The looting of the Treasury was per- 
haps responsible for the largest loss of life, the 
‘people fighting over the piles of silver dollars 
ike crazy fiends. And woe be to the man that 
as caught with more than he could hide. The 
arsenal, the powder mill, the Government mills, 


4 


Ben finally the more wealthy homes of the resi- 


The ranks of the foreign community in 
Tokyo will have some serious gaps made 
in them in the course of the next few months.: 
Count and Countess Coudenhove sail for. 
Europe in a fortnight; Mr. and Mrs. Revon 
leave in the spring; Miss Tuck returns home 
in March; Miss Lowther will set out in 
time for the London season; Mr. and Mrs. 
Kirkwood take a trip to Europe in April; 
and the Russian Minister will proceed to St. 
Petersburg to attend the Czar’s coronation. We 
understand that the new Austrian Representative 
—who will probably pay a visit to Siam almost 
immediately—is to occupy the charming re- 
sidence of Mr. and Mrs. Kirkwood during their 
absence in Europe. 





ents all fell into the hands of the wild mob. 
The powder mngazine was exploded and over 
‘Qne hundred people were killed. The little 
Wand of foreigners were anxiously awaiting 
lief, not knowing but that their turn might 
So long as the soldiers gave 


A uaval correspondent writes :—I hear that the 
Admiralty are contemplating fitting such large 
vessels as may be built in future, and are likely to 
serve in hot climates, with refrigerators, ‘This 
will be a most welcome boon to all who may bef 
called upon to pass their commission in the tropics. ;come next. 
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every street and alley that they might catch]. 


their attention to Government property, the fo. 
reigners felt comparitively safe, but by the third 
day all objects of value had been carried off 
and only the possessions of the foreigners 
remained. It was then that three volunteers 
started for the Japanese lines, thought to be 10 or 
12 miles away. The little party consisted of Mr, 
J. W. Davidson, American War Correspondent; 
Mr, Ohly, German Merchant, and Mr. Thomp- 
son, an Englishman connected with the firm of 
Boyd & Co., Tea Merchants, a Malay, a Chinese 
coolie, and a Chinese as flag bearer, all heavily 
armed. Although the firing was constant on 
every side, they succeeded in reaching the Japan- 
ese outposts without attracting the attention of 
any hostile Chinese. They at once reported to 
the Commander, who thanked them very kindly 
for the information as to the state of things at 
Taipeh-fu, and after a conference with hie offi. 
cers decided to march at once with all his force, 
which consisted of about 5co men, forming the 
advance guard. The foreigners led the way, 
and the troops followed as quietly as possible, 
but by the brilliant light of a full moon they 
were plainly discernible to the Chinese on the 
surrounding hills, who ran back into the interior 


ane 


shrieking and wailing, faithfully believing that * 


their lastday had come. With the greatest con- 
sideration the Japanese commander thought it 
best not to enter the city during the dead of 
night, so, when within three miles of the place 
he decided to wait there and, unless there was 
trouble, not to come in until early morning. 
Mr. Davidson, Mr. Ohly, and Mr. Thompson 
then started alone for the city, knowing that 


the foreign community had great fearsfor their — 


safety. They met with no mishap until, just 
when entering the city, six shots were fired at 
them at close range, but thanks to darkness and 
the ordinarily poor aim of the Chinese, they 
escaped with only a slight shock to their nerves 
and reached the foreign quarters about two in 
the morning. 

Soon after they had departed the previous 
morning, the Chinese had circulated a notice, 
stating that all foreign property should be seized 
thatnight. Consequently, immediately on their 
return, a Chinese with a great gong was sent 
about to warn his side to be careful as the big 
Japanese army was just outside the city. The 
effect was wonderful. The constant report of 


firearms ceased, the soldiers either hid them- 
selves In tne nouses of friendly residents, or 


retreated to Hobe, and many thousand people 
had their first quiet sleep for manyanight. The 
next morning, the Japanese troops entered the 
city without opposition. Upon the arrival of 
the higher officials, the three foreigners were 
most cordially thanked for their dangerous 
journey taken in order to deliver information to 
the Japanese troops, who were thus enabled to 
save many lives as well as many thousand 
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dollars worth of property, which would pro- ; 


bably have been destroyed the next day. 








THE CORRESPONDENT OF THE 
“ FIGARO.” 


——_@——__— 

We understand that the Figavo has once 
again sent eastward ils well-known correspon- 
dent M. Fernand Ganesco, whose contribu- 
tions to the literature of the recent war, and 
whose articles on Japanese affairs in general 
were widely read and appreciated. The exact 
purpose of M. Ganesco’s new journey to the 
Far East is not known to us, but presumably 
the Figaro shares the idea entertained by so 
many people that this part of the world will be 
the theatre of interesting events for several years 
to come. 








The copper lodes in New South Wales were first 
opened in 1858, since which time many thousand 
tons of copper ore have been obtained. The copper- 
producing country covers an area equal to about 
4,290,320 acres; but there are enormous tracts 
of country the exploration of which will increase 
the area. The most important copper mine in 
the colony at the present time is the Great Cobar 
Mine, and it also is the most distant from the seae 
board, being{497 miles west of Sydney. The value 
of the copper raised in the colony and exported to 
the end of 1894 was £6,343,044. 
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PRESIDENT CLEVELAND ON THE 
VENEZUELA QUESTION. 


ee 


a oe 
RESIDENT CLEVELAND’S Mes- 
sage on the Venezuelan question 
does not present, when read in full, so 
many points of asperity as did its tele- 
gtaphic résumé. But it is unfortunately 
too true that he has assumed the incredible 
:position ascribed to him by Reuter. With 
the entire text of the Message before us, 
we find ourselves quite unable to believe 
that President CLEVELAND represents the 
sense of the United States, and we are 
persuaded that his Message will.pass into 
- history as one of the most illogical and 
ill-judged State papers ever compiled. 
The MONROE Doctriae, as expounded by 
chim, becomes a most singular tenet; so 
singular that asomewhat detailed exami- 
nation of its significance and application 
ean not fail to be interesting. 


There has always been one prominent 
objection to the MONROE Doctrine, when 
enforced against other nations by the 
United States, namely, that it has never 
yet received the san ction of international 
jurists, and that, consequently, it can not 
be invoked as an established principle at 
the bac of international judgment. That 
objection President CLEVELAND brushes 
away almost with contempt. He admits 
that the MONROE Doctrine “has peculiar, 
if not exclusive, relation to the United 
States,” but he claims that “it has its 
place in the code of international law as 

certainly and as securely as if it were 
specifically mentioned there,” because, 
“in international councils, every nation is 
enutfed co the rights beluupinpy to it.” 
That is to say:—The sanction of inter- 
national law extends to every right of 
every nation ; the United States’ Govern- 
ment consider that to enforce the MONROE 
Doctrine is within their right; therefore, 
the MONROE Doctrine has the sanction of 
interaational law. 


What, then, is this MONROE Doctrine ? 
The fact that no two men were ever found 
to define it identically has always been an 
amused comment among Americans them- 
selves. But President CLEVELAND now ex- 
pounds it. We may accept his authority : 


If any. European Power, by an extension of its 
boundaries takes possession of the territory of one 
of our neighbouring republics against its will and 
in derogation of its rights, it is difficult to see why 
to that extent such European Power does not 
thereby attempt to extend ils system of govemn- 
ment to tlrat portion of this continent which is thus 
taken. This is the precise action which President 
Monroe declared to be “ dangerous to our peace 
‘aud safety,” ‘and it can make no difference 
whether the Eurapean system is extended by an 
advauce of frontier or otherwise, 


If will be perceived that special stress is 
laid, not upon the contingency of a strong 
Foreign Power’s obtaining a foot-hold 
upon the American Continent, -thereby 
menacing the tranquillity of the United 
States~a contingency that American 
statesman are undoubtedly justified in 
averting—but upon the extension of a 
foreign system of Government to any 


portion of the Continent, Elsewhere Pre- 
sident CLEVELAND emphasizes this special 
contention, for he declares the MONROE 
Doctrine to be “essential to the integrity of 
our free institutions and the tranquil main- 
tenance of our distinctive form of Govern- 
ment.” <A perplexing idea presents itself 
in this context. Suppose that one of the 
South American Republics resolved to 
change its form of Government to a 
monarchy, would the United States fee] 
justified in interfering ? Apparently, yes. 
Apparently, the MONROE Doctrine must 
be interpreted as a fiat that wherever a re- 
public exists already upon the Continent 
of America, it shall remain a republic to 
all time. 

It will further be perceived that in de- 
claring the extension of a European 
Power’s boundaries in South America to 
be a violation of the MONROE Doctrine, 
President CLEVELAND introduces a quali- 
fying clause: such extension must be 
“ against the will and in derogation of the 
rights” of the republic whose territory is 
encroached upon. We shall show pre- 
sently that this qualification destroys’ the 
whole validity and consistency of the 
MONROE Doctrine, but let us first note the 
strange position assumed by the President 
towards Great Britain. The question of 
boundaries is between Great Britain and 
Venezuela. President CLEVELAND admits 
that if right be on Great Britain’s side, 
the proposed advance of her frontier 
would not be any violation of the Monrog 
Doctrine. But he declines to let the right 
of the question be discussed and deter- 
mined by the parties directly concerned 
because, ‘‘considering the disparity in 
strength of Great Britain and Venezuela, 
the territorial dispute between them can 
be reasonably settled only by friendly and 
impartial arbitration.” We think we 
are correct in saying that never before 
did a third Power advance such a dis- 
courteous, such an insulting, argument in 
support of a proposition that two other 
Powers should submit their mutual claims 
to arbitration. Great Britain has been 
blamed for not agreeing to arbitration. 
Could any self-respecting Power tamely 
accept arbitration on such grounds? Your 
strength is so preponderating as compar- 
ed with that of your opponent, says Pre- 
sident CLEVELAND in effect to the British 
Government, that you cannot be trusted 
to respect the dictates of right. You must 
abandon further discussion with the State 
concerned, and carry your cause before 
some independent and impartial tribu- 
nal. We have quoted here from Presi- 
dent CLEVELAND’S annual Message to 
Congress. If, as he himself openly asserts, 
he called upon England to arbitrate be- 
cause a State so powerful could not be 
trusted to behave uprightly towards a 
petty republic, he adopted a tone that 
rendered it virtually impossible for Eng- 
land to listen to his proposition. Never- 
theless, the British Government were so 
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careful of their friendly relations with the 
United States that they did not decline 
arbitration altogether, but agreed to it in 
so far as concerned the only portion of 
the disputed territory that could be con- 
sidered of doubtful ownership. But the 
President answered that this “ arbitrary 
drawing of a line through the territory in 
dispute and submitting to arbitration only 
the portion lying on one side of it’? was 
not satisfactory, and that the United 
States must thenceforth become the sole 
dictator in the dispute. Congress was, 
therefore, invited to appoint a Commis- 
sion for the purpose of investigating the 
rival claims, and the United States was 
invited ‘‘to resist by every means in its 
power as wilful aggression upon _ its 
rights and interests the appropriation by 
Great Britain of any lands or the exercise 
of governmental jurisdiction over any 
territory ’’ adjudicated to Venezuela by 
the Commission. Thus, having set out by 
declaring that England could not be 
trusted to do justice, President CLEVE- 
LAND next proposes that the United 
States shall assume the position of a dic- 
tator, and settle the question solely in 
accordance with its own interested views. 

But the strangest part of President 
CLEVELAND'S message—the part that stul- 
tifies all his sweeping definitions of the 
MONROE Doctrine, and completely contra- 
dicts his affirmations of its vital importance 
to ‘‘ our peace and safety as a nation,” and 


of its essential necessity ‘to the integrity - - 


of our free institutions and the tranquil 
maintenance of our distinctive form of Go- 
vernment,” is comprised in these words :— 


Great Britain’s present proposition has never 
thus far been regarded as admissible by Vene- 
zuela, though any adjustment of boundary which 
that country may deem for her advantage, and 
may enter into of her own free well cannot, of 
course, be objected to by the United States, 


It appears, therefore, that, according, to 
President CLEVELAND, the practical en- 
forcement of this Doctrine so paramount- 
ly important to the well-being of the United 
States, depends entirely on the caprice 
of the various petty republics establish- 
ed in Central and South America. If 
any one of them sees selfish advantage in 
disposing of its territory to a Euro- 
pean Power, the United States could 
not object to the transaction. Thus Eng- 
land may extend her frontiers as much as 
she pleases in Southern or Central Ame- 
rica, provided that she employs processes 
not opposed by the present holders of the 
districts concerned—she may acquire 
them all by purchase, for example—but 
however far her frontiers be pushed in 
that way, the MONROE Doctrine could 
not be invoked against her. Hence we 
arrive, finally, at the extraordinary fact 
that President CLEVELAND is essaying to 
push his country into war with Great 
Britain, not, as he alleges, because the 
expansion of British Guiana would imperil 
“the national peace and safety of the 
United States, the integrity of its free in- 
stitutions, and the tranquil maintenance of 
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very uncomfortable in Japan. 
the Japanese been visited by any access 
of conceit? Has their demeanour toward 
foreigners undergone any unpleasant 
change? Everybody admits that these 
questions must be answered emphatically 
in the negative. The Japanese are not in 
any perceptible degree puffed up by their 
victories. They frankly recognise the 
feebleness of their foe, and remain as self- 
depreciatory as ever. 

We do not refer to this topic because 
we desire to advertise a Japanese claim 
to credit, but because we think that 
the matter furnishes food for foreign re- 
flection. A few years ago, there was a 
marked tendency in Japan to make things 
irksome for the foreign resident.  Al- 
though construed by some observers as a 
recrudescence of the old ‘‘ barbarian-ex- 
pelling’’ (fo-2) impulse, the sentiment of 
1893 had nothing in common with the 
fanaticism of the early sixties. It was 
simply a display of impatience against the 
seemingly indefinite reluctance of Western 
Powers to recognise Japan's sovereign 
status, and against the sneering, ill- 
natured tone of the local press. No in- 
telligent—we believe our information 
upon this point to be thoroughly well 
founded—no intelligent Japanese enter- 
tained, for one moment, the idea of thrust- 
ing foreigners out of the country. Buta 
good many did think that in allowing 
foreigners to live outside the settlements 
appointed by treaty, in winking at their 
vicarious acquisition of real property also 
outside the settlements, and in permitting 
them to enjoy privileges of access to the 
interior not contemplated by the treattes, 
Japan had madethe mistake of removing 
many of the asperities of the treaty situa- 
tion for the foreign residents, while obtain- 
ing for herself no corresponding considera- 
tion. Exponents of that view urged that 
steps should be taken to restore the strict 
lines indicated by the treaties, theiridea be- 
ing that the foreigu resident would thus be 
converted, by discomfort, from an oppon- 
ent, into an advocate, of treaty revision. 
It was a petty policy, but not unnatural 
or unreasonable, and, as might have been 
anticipated, it degenerated, in the hands 
of the vulgar and ignorant, into mere ex- 
hibitions of rudeness and truculence. But 
it had one excellent result, namely, that 
having passed into the field of party 
politics, it found opponents as well as 
supporters; among the former being the 
Liberals, far the most powerful party in 
Japan, and, as a matter of course, the 
whole of officialdom. From that moment 
all danger of the strict-treaty-enforcement 
ebullition’s becoming degraded into a 
genuine anti-foreign sentiment was at an 
end. Nothing had been needed to restore 
the people’s moral equilibrium except the 


its distinctive form of Government,” but 
because Venezuela objects to the expan- 
sion. On the attitude of a petty South 
‘American Republic depend the validity 
and significance of this immense MONROE 
Doctrine. 





FACTS AND INFERENCES. 
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NE of the strangest phenomena pre- 

sented by the recent war between 
China and Japan was the attitude of the 
foreign communities in the open ports. A 
majority of the foreign residents were 
opposed to the prospect of victory for 
Japan. Itis true that they did not want 
China to win. That would have signified 
the triumph of commercial and inter- 
national conservatism over liberalism ; of 
blind stagnation over intelligent progress. 
Speaking broadly, the general feeling 
dominant among foreigners in the Far 
East for many years had been that only 
by force of arms could China’s incon- 
venient idiosyncrasies be corrected ; that 
a thorough and severe whipping was es- 
sential to wean her from the childishness 
of her attitude toward the outer world. 
But very few observers contemplated with 
equanimity the idea that Japan should be 
the Power to administer the whipping. 
In fact, they thought that Japan herself 
needed a whipping. Not that they failed 
to sympathise with the progress she had 
made, or to appreciate the results she 
had achieved. But they imagined that 
they detected symptoms of dangerous 
“ cockiness,” and that if great military 
successes were added to the record already 
standing to her credit, she would become 
simply unbearable; a mood of which 
the most unpleasant consequences would 
necessarily be experienced by the foreign 
residents. There was nothing unnatural 
in that estimate of the situation. It was 
a mistaken estimate, and it sometimes 
found exceedingly offensive expression, 
but, on the whole, the foreign residents 
—a mere handful of aliens living in the 
midst of a nation with large ambitions 
and strong impulses of self-assertion 
—might well be excused if they shrank 
from contingencies incidental, as they 
supposed, to a sudden inflation of Japanese 
pride. Thus they were placed in the 
difficulty of desiring that neither side 
should win, and the only apparent exits 
from the dilemma were that some Western 
Power, or combination of Western Powers, 
should either separate the combatants while 
victory still hung in the balance, or should 
subsequently administer a sound chastise- 
menttothevictor. It wasin the former hope 
that European intervention was eagerly 
looked for throughout the war, and it was 
in the latter that the possibility of a col- 
lision between Japan and Russia was wel- 
comed after the war. Neither event oc- 
curred, and if there were any truth in the 
apprehensions by which foreigners were 
agitated, the position ought now to be 


extended foreign intercourse. Hitherto, 
allusions in the press or on the platform 
to the necessity of asserting the national 
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appearance of some open applauders of 
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Isit? Haveldignity by a policy less benevolent to- 


ward foreigners, had never provoked any 


rejoinder: either they had seemed un- 
worthy of notice, or some covert sym- 
pathy had been excited by them. 


But 
now the other side of the question found 


able exponents, and the current of feeling 


was effectually checked. Then followed 
the revision of the treaties by Great 
Britain and the United States; after which 


events, whatever remnant of dissatisfac- 


tion lingered in the minds of the Japanese 
took the form of a desire to prove them- 


selves something more than a nation of 


nimble-fingered artizans and contrivers of 
pretty decorative gewgaws. They knew 
that they were still regarded in that 
light by the great majority of foreigners, 
and they chafed at the estimate. The 
war with China brought them peace of 
mind. It established their title to be 
counted stout soldiers as well as decora- 
tive artists, and the ready recognition 
accorded to them by the world removed 
all the soreness engendered by previous 
contempt or condescending patronage. 
We ventured to foretell that result while 
the war was still in progress. It seemed 
to us a mere question of what any civiliz- 
ed human beings would feel under the 
circumstances. Instead of becoming 
“cocky” and truculent, we expected the 


Japanese not only to remain modest 
and sober, but even to assume a more 


complacent and liberal mood toward fo- 
reigners. Having given proofs of their 
manhood and received full acknowledg- 
ment of it, they could afford to go on 
their way quietly and serenely, a sense of 
national satisfaction replacing the surcucss 


and umbrage of former years. 


This thing having turned out in a man- 
ner so entirely contrary to the forecast 
formed by the great majority of the fo- 
reign residents, it becomes worth while 
to inquire whether other forecasts, still 
awaiting confirmation or contradiction, 
may not prove equally erroneous. We 
refer, above all, to the prediction that, so 
soon as the foreign residents pass under 


Japanese jurisdiction, life will become 


almost unbearable owing to official inter- 
ference, police surveillance and so forth. 
Are there, in the lives of the Japanese 
people themselves, any features of an un- 
bearable nature? Do the police exercise 
any embarrasing surveillance over their 
own countrymen or countrywomen? 
Speaking from a tolerably long experi- 
ence, we answer both questions emphati- 
cally in the negative. Officials are not 
clothed with any irksome authority in 
Japan. The law does not allow a police- 
man to intrude upon the premises, or pry 
into the affairs of, a Japanese subject, 
except under circumstances recognised 
everywhere as justifying such action. Is 
it not probable that, just as success in war 
has made Japan more tolerant and liberal, 
so the satisfaction of recovering her 
sovereign rights will impel her, not to 
abuse the confidence thus placed in her, 
but to prove herself worthy of it? 
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news as Shanghai is, we should not have 
been so sorely perplexed about these two 
happenings ; we should have bad “ prior 
intelligence leading up to them.” Well, 
as a matter of fact, Shanghai was equally 
without such intelligence. Here is the 
Transvaal telegram, as published by the 
North China Daily News and by our- 
selves :— 

N.-C. Daily News, Jan. 


ard and 4th. 


In consequence of an ap- 
peal made by the leadiny 
residents of Tohaanesburz, 
Doctor Jameson, the Re- 
sident at Buluwayo, crossed 
the border on Sunday with 
seven hundred Chartered 
Co.’s police, marching on 
Hig irs aa The Rt. 

on. J. ( hamberlain, Secre- 


TELEGRAMS FOR YOKOHAMA. 
_—--——_—__ __——_——- 


HE question of Yokohama’s supply of 
telegrams has been again raised by 
one of our local contemporaries (the Fapan 
Gazette), which addresses a kind of wail- 
ing appeal to several of the powers that 
be on behalf of the foreign community, 
pointing out that events of great interest 
and importance may be happening in 
Europe or America without Yokohama’s 
receiving any hint of their occurrence, or, 
at any rate, without Yokohama’s receiving 
infornration sufficiently explicit to form 
the basis of a clear comprehension. Two 
instances are quoted by way of illustrat- 
ing the degree of outer darkness in which 
Yokohama lives. They are, the action of 
the United States with regard to Vene- 
zuela, and the affray in the Transvaal. 
“ We had no prior intelligence leading up 
to these two remarkable pieces of infor- 
mation,’ writes the complaining journal, 
‘andthe reason why we had not is two- 
fold, first because no newspaper in Yoko- 
-hama, not subsidized by the Government, 
can afford to provide a service of tele- 
grams at the present costly rate, and 
secondly because the Japanese Govern- 
ment refuse to grant press rates. As far 
as we can gather, only one foreigner stands 
in the way of the concession being grant- 
ed, and but for his conservatism Japan 
would be placed on the same footing as 
every other civilized country.” 
This, being a matter of public interest, 
merits a moment’s consideration, for Yoko- 
hama ought to know exactly how it stands. 


Sapan Daily Mail, Jan. 
7th. 


In consequence of an ap- 
pon from the leading in- 
abitants of the !ransvaal, 
Doctor Jameson (Admini- 
strator of the Chartered 
Company) marched to Jo- 
hannesburg on December 
zgth with 700 Chartered 
Police, who have been de- 
feated with a heavy loss by 
a force of Boers, and the 
latter’s loss was not heavy. 

A_ telegram has been 
received from the Emperor 
of Germany congratulating 
President Kruger, which ac- 
tion Great Britain considers 
to be most unfriendly, and 
increases the difficulty of the 
Situation. 


tary of State for the Colonies, 
has sent him instructions by 
wicetoreturn. A later Ger- 
man telegram from Pretoria 
reports that there has been 
a rising in pha nnesbure 
and that three hundred more 
police have the 
border. 

Mr. Chamberlain has in- 


crossed 


structed Sir Hercules Ro- 
binson, Governor of Cape 
Colony, to publish a pro- 
clamation, in case of the 
Transvaal repudiating Dr. 
Jameson, ordering all British 
subjects to obey the Trans— 
vaal authorities and to 
remain quiet. 

Dr, Tyineson has been 
defeated with great loss 
before J. hannesburg and has 
surrendered 

The Right Hon. J, Cham- 
berlain, Secretary «f State 
for the Colonies. has wired to 
Pretoria asking for generous 
treatment of the wounded 
and prisoners. 

Sie Hercules Robinson 
proceeds to Pretoria. 


Shanghai, it will be seen, was In posses- 
sion of fuller details as to the incidents of 
the affair, but, like Yokohama, lacked any 
information asto its origin. With regard, 


In the first place, let us clear away the 
misleading fallacy thrust by our con- 
temporary into the forefront of the ques- 
tion. Yokohama is not without telegrams 
because only one of the local journals can 
afford to pay for them and does pay for 
them. It is the non-paying journals that 
are without them: unpleasant for these 
journals certainly, but let it be clearly 
understood that what they lament is, not 
Yokohama’s want of information, but their 
unhappiness in being obliged to purloin 
telegraphic news from the columns of the 
Fapan Mail. We say “ purloin”’ advised- 
ly, for assuredly if the rights of property 
were justly protected in this Settlement, 
it would not be lawful for any newspaper 
to copy, and re-publish within a few hours, 
information specially purchased by, and 
therefore belonging wholly to, a rival 
journal. Dismissing this phase of the 
matter, let us consider briefly whether 
such inconvenient consequences do really 
ensue from the want of a press rate for 
telegrams between Yokohama and Shang- 
hai—for that is the one and only remedy 
desired by our contemporary. And let us, 
for the purposes of our inquiry, take the 
very two occurrences on which the com- 
plaint is based, namely; the Transvaal 
affair and the action of the United States 
with regard to Venezuela. The assump- 
tion is that were we as well supplied with 







rate. 





again, to the Venezuelan complication, it 
so happens that Reuter’s agent in Shang- 
hai did not forward it by wire to Yoko. 
hama: it reached us wé the columns of 
the Shanghai journals, and Yokohama was, 
therefore, just as well qualified as Shang- 
hai to interpret it. 
not by way of argument against the ex- 


We adduce these facts 


pediency of a press rate between Yokohama 


and Shanghai, but merely to show that 


exaggerated notions exist as tothe results 
likely to be realized by baving a press 
Now let us see what would happen 
if a press rate were established between 
Yokohama and Shanghai. At present the 
rate from Shanghai is 84 cents per word. 
At that rate coded telegrams may be sent 
over the wires. Codification means,‘ on 
the whole, a saving of some 50 per 
cent., and as Shanghai receives about 
a thousand essential words—by ‘‘ essen- 
tial’ we mean words constituting the 
vertebrz of a message—per month, these 
can be forwarded to Yokohama by 
Reuter’s agency for $380 per month or 
say, approximately, $430 to $440 month- 
ly, inclusive of commission. It is evident 
that no single newspaper in Yokohama 
can afford to pay such a sum. Formerly, 
the rate to Shanghai was only 64 cents a 
word, and Shanghai did not receive so 
many telegrams. In those days this jour- 
nal made arrangements for obtaining all 
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the Shanghai telegrams through Reuter’s 
agency, and during several years paid 
for them sums varying from $200 to 
$350 monthly. But when the rate was 
raised first to 68 and then to 84 cents 
a word, and when, as it happened, 
that change was nearly contemporane- 
ous with a marked increase in the 
quantity of telegraphic matter received by 
Shanghai from London, it became impos- 
sible to continue such a custly system. 
The only course open to us then was to 
have a Selection of the Shanghai tele- 
grams sent on for our readers’ informa- 
tion, and that the course we are 
still pursuing at heavy expense. As 
to Shanghai, it may be of interest to 
explain that in common with all places 
farther west, it enjoys the advantage of 
a press rate: its newspaper telegrams 
from London cost only $1.25 a word. The 
leading journal, however, does not pay by 
the word, we believe, but pays a lump 
sum of $250 per month, its telegrams 
coming from Hongkong at less than one 
half of the ordinary rate. Now if a press 
rate of 20 cents a word—ze. five cents for 
the Japanese land service and 15 cents for 
the cable—were instituted between Yoko- 
hama and Shanghai, coding would no 
longer be possible: each telegram would 
have to be forwarded in uncoded form. 
Hence, assuming that Shanghai now re- 
ceives about 1,000 essential words monthly, 
the cost of forwarding them to Yorotama— 
would be $200, or say $225 with commis- 
sion. How in that to be met? The 
Fapan Gazette alleges that if the press rate 
were established, ‘we could afford, and 
our contemporaries could afford, to sub- 
scribe to a service which would place us at 
least on a par with Shanghai.” If that 
means, as it apparently means, that the 
Fapan Gasette and itslocal contemporaries 
are prepared to pay over $200 each per 
month for-telegrams, we must be permitted 
to question the allegation. If it means that 
the four local English papers would be 
ready to subscribe $75 each monthly, and 
to have the telegrams in common, then 
the plan is quite infeasible. Two of the 
papers are published in the morning; 
two in the evening. The evening papers 
already purloin the telegrams paid for by 
one of the morning papers. They would 
continue to do so if the morning papers 
combined to procure a fuller service. 
Under any circumstances, it is manifestly 
unpractical to talk of a common arrange- 
ment for such apurpose among four papers 
published at different times. Thus we 
arrive at the conclusion that, even though 
a press rate were introduced, the whole 
burthen of procuring the telegrams from 
Shanghai would continue to devolve on 
the ¥apan Mail. It is not a burthen that 
we bear with special pleasure. On the 
contrary, we should gladly welcome any 
means of lightening it. But the telegrams 
must be procured, and as we have procured 
them hitherto, we shall continue to do so. 
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When any practical proposition for ob- 
taining a better service is enunciated, we 
shall be the first to listen to it, but the 
jealous and ill-considered vapourings of 
journals that make a grievance of their 
own inability, need not be taken into 
serious account. 


As to the attitude of the Japanese 
Authorities, we have ascertained, by in- 
quiry in responsible quarters, that there 
never has been any objection to establish 
a press rate. The only difficulty is 
that the line to Nagasaki is already work- 
ed up to its full capacity, especially on 
account of the exceptional state of affairs 
in Formosa and in China, and that until 
further arrangements can be made, it will 
not be possible to give press facilities. In 

‘Europe, as our readers probably know, 
the reduced rates for journals are gener- 
ally granted during the night, when the 
flow of ordinary messages is slack. But 
the Japanese Government can scarcely be 
expected to organize a special night ser- 
vice for the sake of the foreign local press, 
and the petty transit of messages in ques- 
tion. The $apan Gasette, we observe, 
declares that if a press rate were introduc- 
ed, ‘the number of press messages would 
be increased ten-fold,” and “ the income of 
the Telegraph Department would increase 
by perhaps two or three thousand dollars 
a year.” Thatis thoughtless hyperbole. 
Whence are ten times the number of 

messages to be received, considering that 
already we publish fully one half of all the 
telegrams reaching Shanghai; and who is 
going to pay two or three thousand dollars 
a year more than we already pay? If such 
readiness to disburse large sums already 
exists, why wait for a press rate? And if 
the establishment of a press rate is going 
to cheapen the service so appreciably, how 
is it to cost an additional two or three 
thousand dollars yearly ? 


MODERN FAPANESE PORCE- 


LAINS. 
———_—_ oo ——— 


PEAKING broadly, the keramic art of 

Japan in pre-MMeii days may be said 
to have owed its distinction to the porce- 
lains of Hizen and the faiences of Satsuma 
and Kyoto. As for the former, they 
never could compare with the productions 
of the Chinese kilns. The potters of the 
Middle Kingdom, from the early eras of 
the Ming Dynasty to the latest years of 
the eighteenth century, stood absolutely 
without rivals—Aaud w@gui aut secundi— 
as makers of porcelain. Their technical 
ability was incomparable, and the repre- 
sentative specimens that it bequeathed to 
us remained, until quite lately, far beyond 
the imitative capacity of either European 
or Asiatic experts. Faience and pottery 
in all forms the Chinese despised, with 
one exception, namely, the Yishing-yao, 
known in the West as doccaro. More- 
over, even the Yishing-yao owed its popu- 
larity rather to special utility than to de- 


Japan, on the contrary, owes practically 


Peontenne of Imari and the genre Kaki- 
emon of NABESHIMA, but these porcelains, 





truité and flambé glazes; to wonderful 
‘‘transmutation’’ ware; and to egg-shell 


specialty of faience, and in that parti- 
cular line developed high skill. No faience 






to appreciate it fully. 


had to appeal, in short, to an entirely new 


gallery, and how to conciliate its approval 
was a perplexing problem. Severe censure 
has been extended to them for not adhering 
strictly to purely Japanese canons during 
that period of shifting patronage; but, 
after all, when has it been the habit of 
sellers to impose their own standards ona 
buyer rather than to cater to his tastes ? 
Great painters may, in a measure, create 
an atmosphere for themselves, but even, 
the greatest painter, though he may direct 
and elevate, must remain always in touch 
with the spirit of the time in which he 
lives and of the public to whom he appeals. 
The same rule applies with much greater 
rigidity to the art artizan, and it was but 
natural that the Japanese potter, when 
required to win favour in Europe and 
America, should endeavour to adapt his 
work to Western taste and to Western 
decorative requirements. In that field, 

however, having little to guide him, 

he often interpreted Western taste incor- 
rectly, andimpaired his own reputation in 
a corresponding degree. Indeed, it may 

truly be said that the urgent want of Japan 
at present is some intelligent appreciation 
of foreign needs. Just as her metal- 
workers devote themselves to the produc- 
tion of cigar-boxes, plaques, and other 
objects of limited use and falling within the 
pecuniary reach of a very small circle of 
buyers, so her Keramists confine their 
efforts to vases, censers, and more rarely 
tea and coffee or dessert services, this last 
class of commodities being nearly always 

disfigured by some monstrosity of form or 

clumsiness of design. Itis not our imme- 
diate purpose, however, to discuss the 
business aspects of the question, but rather 
to note the gradual steps of technical pro- 
gress by which the present stage has been 
reached. Inthe early years of the Mefir 
era, there was a period of complete art 
prostitution. Nonewskill was developed 
and what remained of the old was expend- 
ed chiefly upon the manufacture of mere- 
tricious objects, disfigured by excess of 
decoration and not redeemed by any excel- 
lence of techinque. Despite their artistic 
defects, these specimens were exported in 
considerable numbers by merchants at the 
Treaty Ports, and their first cost being 
very low, they found a not unremunerative 
market. But as European and American 
collectors became better acquainted with 
the capacities of the pre-Mei7# potters, the 
great inferiority of these new specimens 
was recognised, and the prices commanded 
by the old gradually appreciated. What 
happened then was very natural: imita- 
tions of the old wares were produced, and 
having been sufficiently disfigured by 
staining and other processes calculated to 
lend an air of rust and age, were sold to 
innocent folks, who imagined that the 
points to be looked for in specimens of past 
centuries were not excellence of technique, 
tastefulness of decoration, and richness of 
colour, but dinginess, imperfections, and 
dirt. Of course a trade of that kind, based 



































corative beauty : it was essentially the ware 
of the tea-drinker. In the best specimens 
we find exquisite modelling, and wonder- 
ful accuracy of finish. But even these ex- 
amples were stamped prominently with the 
character of utensils rather than with that 
of works of art. Thus it may be alleged 
confidently that the artistic products of 
Chinese kilns in their palmiest days were 
porcelains, whether of soft or hard péte. 


all her keramic distinction to her faience. 
A great deal has been said by enthusiastic 
writers about the Famille Chrysanthemo- 


beautiful as they undoubtedly are, cannot 
be placed on the same level with the 
Kwan-yao and Famille Rose of the Chi- 
nese experts. Even the delicate blue-and- 
white ware of Hirado, though assisted by 
great beauty of decorative design and 
often by an admirable use of the moulding 
or graving tool, represent a keramic 
achievement palpably below the soft paste 
masterpieces of Ching-te-chéug. There 
remains, too, a wide field in which the 
Chinese developed wonderful skill, where- 
as the Japanese can scarcely be said to 
have exploited it at all. We refer to 
monochromes and polychromes, striking 
every note of colour from the richest 


to the most delicate; to delightful 


with incised or translucent decoration. 
There the Chinese potters used to stand 
alone and apparently inaccessible. The 
Japanese, on the contrary, made a 


produced in any Western country or in 
any other Oriental country can dispute 
the palm for a moment with really re- 
presentative specimens of old Satsuma. 
Not without ample reason have Western 
connoisseurs raved over that exquisite 
But an education is required 
We shall not at- 
tempt the task of recapitulating its features 
here, our object being simply to note 
salient facts in the historical sequence of 
the art. The Kyoto artists never reached 
quite to the level of the Satsuma: their 
materials were inferior. But their skill as 
decorators was as great as its range was 
wide, and they produced a multitude of 
chefs-d'euvre upon which alone Japan’s 
fame might fairly rest. 

Such, briefly speaking, had been the 
story of the art and the distinction between 
the methods of its practice in China and 
Japan, until the commencement of a new 
era in the latter country. When the 
mediatization of the fiefs terminated the 
local patronage hitherto extended so muni- 
ficently to Keramic and other artists, the 
Japanese gradually learned that they 
must thenceforth depend chiefly upon the 
markets of Europe and_America. They 


production. 
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on deception, could not have permanent 
success. One of the imitators of “ old 
Satsuma” was among the first to perceive 
that a new line must be struck out. The 
earliest results of his perception show the 
depraved spirit that had come over 
Japanese art, for he set about manu- 
facturing wares having a close affinity 
with the shocking monstrosities used for 
sepulchral purposes in ancient Apulia, 
when fragments of dissected satyrs, busts 
of nymphs, and such things were consider- 
ed graceful excrescences for the adorn- 
ment of an amphora or a pithos. This 
Makuzu faience—for its producer was no 
other than the now celebrated MIYAGAWA 
SHOZAN of Ota—typified by vases and 
pots having birds, reptiles, flowers, crus- 
tacz, and so forth plastered over its sur- 
face, survives in specimens that disgrace 
the period of their production. But it 
could not possibly have a long vogue. 
MIYAGAWA soon began to cast about for 
a better inspiration, and found it in the 
monochromes and polychromes of the 
Chinese Kang-hst and Yung-cheng kilns. 
The extraordinary value attached by 
American connoisseurs to the incompar- 
able red glazes of-China seems to have 
suggested this idea to MIYAGAWA. He 
set himself to imitate the rich and delicate 
“ liquid-dawn ” monochrome, and_ suc- 
ceeded in producing, not indeed anything 
that could rival that beautiful ware, but 
at any rate some specimens of great merit. 
Thenceforth this example was largely fol- 
lowed, and it may now be said that the 
bent of all the best Japanese Keramists is 
to copy Chinese chefs-d’euvre. Certainly 
to find them renewing their keramic 
reputation by reverting to Chinese models 
is not only another tribute to the peren- 
nial supremacy of Chinese porcelains, 
but also a fresh illustration of the eclectic 
tendency of Japanese art. All the pro- 
ducts of this new effort are porcelains 
proper. Not that faience of much beauty 
does not still constitute a Japanese speci- 
alty. The Kyoto potters see to that. We 
are now speaking, however, not of things 
that have always existed, but of things 
that have recently come into existence. 
There are seven kilns devoted to this 
work of renaissance; namely, that of 
MIYAGAWA SHOZAN of Ota, near Yoko- 
hama; that of Seiru YOHE!, of Kyoto; 
those of TAKEMOTO HAYATA and KATO 
TomojirRo, of Tokyo; that of HIGUCHI 
HARUZANE, of Hirado; that of SHIDA 
YASUKYO, of “Kaga, which has just begun 
to achieve success, and that of KATO 
MASUKICHI, of Owari. Probably, among 
the seven, SEIFU of Kyoto enjoys the 
highest reputation. But a sharp distinc- 
tion has to be drawn between the methods 
of SEIFU and those of the other six. It is 
this, that whereas they produce their 
chromatic effects by mixing the colouring 
matter with the glaze, SgIFU paints 
the porcelain (dégourdie) with a pig- 
ment over which he runs a_trans- 
lucid, colourless glaze. The latter is a 
much easier process than the former, 
and although SEIFU’S monochromes are 
often of delightful delicacy and the finest 
tone, they do not belong to the same 
category of technical excellence as the 
wares they imitate. We must except from 
this distinction his ivory-white and his 
céladon, as well as his porcelains decorat- 
ed with blue, or blue and red, sous couverte, 
and with vitrifiable enamels over the 
glaze. In these five varieties he attains 
real greatness. It can not be said, in- 
deed, that his céladons exhibit the velvety 


richness of surface and tenderness of 
colour that distinguish the old Chinese 
Kuang-yao, Ko-yao, and Lungchuan-yao. 
But they certainly equal the more modern 
examples of the Kang-hsi and Yung- 
cheng kilns. As for his ivory white, it 
distinctly surpasses the Chinese Chen-yao 
in every quality except an indescribable 
intimacy of glaze and pdée that can never 
be obtained, in our opinion, by Japanese 
or European methods. MiIvyAGAWA SHO- 
ZAN of Otahas never, so far as we know, 
descended from the difficult manipulation 
of coloured glazes to the comparatively 
simple process of painted biscuit. This 
comment does not refer, we need scarcely 
say, tothe use of blue and red sous cou- 
verte. In that class of beautiful wares 
the application of pigment to the unglazed 
pate is inevitable, and both SEIFU and 
MIYAGAWA, working on the same lines as 
their Chinese predecessors, produce por- 
celains that can scarcely be distinguished 
from choice Kang-hst specimens. But in 
the matter of true monochromatic and 
polychromatic glazes, to SHOZAN belongs 
the credit of having inaugurated Chinese 
processes, and if he has never succeeded 
in achieving Lang-yao (sang-de-beuf), Chi- 
hung (liquid dawn), Chiang-tou-hung 
(bean-blossom), and above all Pén-kwo- 
tsing (peach bloom), his efforts to imitate 
them have resulted in some really fine 
pieces. TAKEMOTO and KATO of Tokyo 
entered the field later than SHOZAN, but 
follow, on the whole, the same models. 
TAKEMOTO, however, has made a specialty 
of black-glazes, his aim, apparently, being 
to rival the Sung Chien-yao with its 
mirror-black, or raven’s-wing-green, glaze, 
and leveret-fur streaking, or russet-moss 
dappling. Like SHOZAN, he is still far 
from his original, but, also like SHOZAN, 
he produces admirable pieces in his at- 
tempts to reach an ideal that will con- 
tinue, we suspect, to elude him for some 
time. Of KATO there is not much to be 
said. He has not succeeded in winning 
great distinction, but he manufactures 
some very delicate monochromes well 
worthy to be classed among prominent 
evidences of the new departure. HIGUCHI 
of Hirado belongs to this category, on ac- 
count of one ware only, porcelain having 
translucent decoration, the so-called 
‘grains-of-rice ” of American collectors. 
But that is distinctly an achievement, 
especially since it had never previqusly 
been essayed outside of China. The 
Hirado expert has not yet attained 
technical skill equal to that of the Chinese: 
he can not, like them, cover the greater 
part of a specimen’s surface with a lace- 
work of transparent decoration, exciting 
wonder that pAte deprived so greatly of 
continuity could have been manipulated 
without accident. But his artistic in- 
stincts are higher than those of the 
Chinese, and there is reasonable hope 
that in time he may exceed their best 
works. As for the Owari experts, it was 
only quite recently that they too began to 
tread this new path. They may be said to 
have sent the results of their first efforts 
to the recent Exhibition in Kyoto, where 
they attracted considerable attention. Owa- 
ri, though from the abundance of the out- 
put of its Seto kilns the Japanese generic 
name (sefo-mono) for Keramic ware of all 
kinds is derived, never deserved to be 
reckoned among the centres of art produc- 
tion. Its staple manufacture was porce- 
lain decorated with blue under the glaze, 
and the best of its specimens in that class 
could never begin to be ranked with their 
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Chinese prototypes. Within the past 
twenty years, its potters have sought to 
atoné for the technical and artistic short- 
comings of their pieces by giving them 
magnificent dimensions. But at the time 
of the Tokyo Exhibition in 1895, they 
were able to contribute some specimens 
showing decorative, plastic, and graving 
skill of no mean order. Previously to that 
time, one of the Seto exports, KATO 
GosukE, had developed remarkable ability 
in the manufacture of cé/adon. Only late- 
ly, however, did they undeavour to bring 
themselves into touch with the modern 
movement. They took Chinese fambé 
glazes as a model, and their pieces of that 
nature possess an air of novelty that at- 
tracts connoisseurs. But the style is not 
calculated to win general popularity,andthe 
methods employed are too easy to occupy 
the attention of great potters. Ona far 
higher level is the egg-shell porcelain of 
which the Seto experts sent their first re- 
markable examples to the Kyoto Exhibi- 
tion last spring. The Chinese experts of 
the Yung-lo era (1403-1424) bequeathed 
to their country’s virtuosi a number of 
bowls and cups to which the name of 
Totat-kt (bodiless utensils) was given, on 
account of their wonderfully attenuated 
pate. The best of these specimens had 
incised decoration, very sparingly em- 
ployed, but adding much to the beauty of 
the piece. In subsequent eras the potters 
of Ching-te-chen did not fail to continue 
this remarkable manufacture, but its only 
Japanese representative was a product 
distinctly inferior in more than one re- 
spect, the little egg-shell utensils of Hizen 
and Hirado, some of which had finely 
woven basket cases fo protect thefr ex- 
treme fragility. The Seto potters, how- 
ever, are now making bowls that rank 
nearly on the same level with the cele- 
brated Yung-lo Totat-ki. In purity of 
tone and velvet-like gloss of surface there 
is distinct inferiority on the side of the 
Japanese ware, but in thinness of pate it 
supports comparison, and in profusion 
and beauty of incised decoration it excels 
its Chinese original. 

Latest of all to acknowledge the im- 
pulse of the new departure have been the 
potters of Kaga. For many years their 
ware enjoyed the credit, or discredit, of 
being the most lavishly decorated porce- 
lain in Japan. It is known to Western 
collectors as a product blazing with red 
and gold, a wretchedly degenerate off- 
spring of the Chinese Ming type that 
HOZEN of Kyoto re-produced so beautifully 
in the beginning of the present century 
under the name of Yeiraku-yaki. Un- 
doubtedly the finest specimens of this 
Kinran-de (golden brocade) porcelain of 
Kaga merit praise and admiration, but on 
the whole a ware so obtrusively gaudy and 
meretricious could not long occupy a high 
place in public esteem. Probably the 
Kaga potters themselves understood that 
defect. At my rate, about ten years ago, 
some of them made zealous and patient 
efforts to revert to the processes that won 
so much fame for the Kutant-yaki of old 
times, with its grand combinations of rich, 
lustrous, and soft-toned enamels. The 
attempt was never entirely successful, but 
there can be no question that its results 
restored something of the Kaga kilns’ re- 
putation. And now we have a totally 
new departure made by Mr. MORISHTA 
HACHIZAYEMON, a Keramic expert, in 
conjunction with Mr. SHIDA YASUKYO, 
President of the Kaga Products Joint 
Stock Company (Kaga Bussan Kabushikt 
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Kaisha) and teacher in the Kaga Indus- 
trial School. ‘The name of the former 
suggests that he is a descendant of the 
well known HACHIROYEMON, who, in the 
beginning of this century, revived the 
genuine Ao-Kutant style, working with 
such signal success that the products of 
the school he inaugurated have ever since 
been called after him. The line chosen 
by these Keramists is purely Chinese. 
Their great aim seems to be the produc- 
tion of the exquisite Chinese monochromes 
known as U-hwo-tien-tsing (blue of the 
sky after rain) and Yueh-peh (clair de 
lune), into both of which glazes gold 
enters. But they are also devoting much 
pains to porcelains decorated with blue or 
red sous couverte. Their works show 
great promise, but like all fine specimens 
of this new Sinico-Japanese school, the 
prices are too high to attract wide custom. 

We have said enough to show that the 
modern Japanese Keramist, after many 
efforts to cater to the taste of the Oc- 
cident, evidently concludes that his best 
hope consists in devoting all his technical 
and artistic resources to reproducing the 
celebrated wares of China. In explanation 
of the fact that he did not essay that route 
in former times, it may be noted, first, that 
he had little acquaintance with the wares 
in question ; secondly, that Japanese di- 
lettanti never attached any value to their 
countrymen’s imitations of Chinese wares 
so long as the originals were obtainable ; 
thirdly, that the Keramic art in China not 
having then fallen into its present state 
of apparently hopeless decadence, the 
idea of competing with it did not occur 
to outsiders; and fourthly, that Europe 
and America had not yet developed any- 
thing like their present keen appreciation 
of Chinese master-pieces. Yet it is re- 
markable that China, at the close of the 
nineteenth century, should be once again 
furnishing models to Japanese eclecticism. 
Want of space forbids us to detail here 
the reasons that make us doubt whether 
the Japanese potter, without a radical 
change of technical methods, will ever 
attain the level of the Chinese masters, 
but it is very probable that he may develop 
en route many beautiful and excellent 
varities of porcelain. 
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IMPERIAL DIET. 
_—_—_—_—___— 
FRIDAY, JANUARY IOTH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House did not sit. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.10 p.m., the Order of 


the Day being— 


g.—First Reading of a Bill, introduced by Mr. Nishimura 
Shintaro and 2 others, for amending a Law of Election of 
tbe Members of the House of Representatives. 

@.—First Reading of a Hill, introduced by Mr, 
Katsuudo and others, relating to the Press Law. 


There were present on the Ministerial Benche- 
Marquis Ito, Minister President of State ; Mart 
quis Oyama, Minister of State for War; Viscouns 
Enomoto, Minister of State for Agriculture and 
Commerce; Viscount Watanabe, Minister of 
State for Finance; Viscount Nomura, Minister 
of State for Home Affairs; Mr. Yoshikawa, 
Minister of State for Justice ; and a large num- 
ber of Vice-Ministers of State and Government 
Delegates. 

After the President had made a few unim- 
portant reports, ; 

Marquis Ito ascended the rostrum and ad- 
dressed the House as follows :— 

Gentlemen :=—I presume that you are already in 
possession of the principal facts concerning the 
diplomatic communications that took place be- 
tween Japan and China in connection with the re- 
cent war, for statements on the subject were laid 
before you by me in the 7th session of the Diet at 
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Hiroshima and subsequently by the Vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in the 8th session, What 
took place between the period covered by thuse 
reports and the conclusion of peace is wow to be 
reported to you. To attempt, however, to make 
a full statement by word of mouth, would take a 
considerable lenpth of Gime. T bave, therefore, 
prepared a written report, which TP shall leave with 
your President, and which, Phope, will be honour. 
ed with your perusal. [The Peemier then handed 
the document in question to the Chief Secretary, 
who in turn passed it to the President. ] 

Now that peace has been restored, the state of 
things in the country as the result of the recent 
war, wears an entirely new aspect, and it 
becomes necessary in consequence to carry out 
vations important measures. Your special atten- 
lion is requested to the question of the Military 
and Naval equipment and othe: important pros 
jects. As to the Budget already introduced to 
the House, the Government has been guided in 
its compilation hy regard for the present state 
of our wational finances, and by careful consider- 
alion of the resources of the people. I hope 
that you will not withhold your approval from the 
Budget and the other important measures connect- 
ed with the promotion of industry, education, come 
munication, and so forth; for on these questions, 
no less than on that of armament, it is of para- 
mount importance that there should be hearty cé- 
operation between the Government and the nation, 

The problem of the future administeation of 
Formosa is one of exceeding importance and gta- 
vity. [tis necessary, in the first place, to dispose 
of whatever points of dispute may exist about af- 
fairs in the island between this empire and foreign 
countotes, We should then direct our attention 
to the cettlement of the foro of Government 
suited to the peculiar conditions of the terri- 
tory, to the development of its industry and 
commeice, and to the emigration thither of 
our own people, The subjugation of insutrec- 
tions having only just been accomplished, there 
has uot been time lo elaborate the various measures 
to be undertaken in the island. Tt will be the duty 
of the Government and the Diet to work in har- 
mony for the fulfillment of our object with regard 
to this trophy of our victories in the late war. 

As to the question of ‘freaty Revision, I may 
safely assure you that the work is already within 
sight of final accomplishment, and that the coming 
into force of the new treaties will be at no distant 
date. Lwueed scarcely call your attention to the 
Importance of taking the necessary preparatory 
sleps. 

The war has revolutionized the whole aspect of 
the situation in the country. This happy result 
must, in the first place, be ascribed to the glorious 
virtues of His Majesty the Emperor. — It has also 
been brought about, on the one hand by the in- 
dustry, courage, loyalty, and patriotism of the 
people, and, on the other, by the hearty co- 
operation which you, Gentlemen, readily extend- 
ed to the Impetial policy. As a consequence of 
this state of affairs, we ought to bear in mind 
that we are charged with serious obligations in 
reference to the situation in the East. 

There are times when great interest attaches to 
a retrospect of the country’s history in ils new 
career of propress, Only some fowty years 
have elapsed since the land was opened for in- 
tercourse with foreign nations, With the acces- 
sion of His Majesty to the Throne, the theory of 
seclusion was finally replaced by the policy of 
opening the country. Feudalism was pulled down 
and the system of Imperial Government re- 
stored in all ils pristine vigour, The result has 
been uniform progress on the part of the people in 
education, in the scale of living, and in every other 
respect, until all classes are now admitted to equal 
enjoyment of liberty and freedom. Such having 
been our past record, if we all of us be united in 
persevering in the same path of progtess, we 
may confidently look forward to at least equally 
rapid advancement in the future. In view of the 
necessity for further and greater progress in the 
political, industrial, and every other department of 
national life, it is of supreme importance that the 
Government and the Diet should be united in 
pursuit of a common aim. As the Government 
intends to be frank and open in its dealings with 
you, so hope you will not fail to meet usin an 
equal spirit of candour when discussing the various 
measures required for the future advancement of 
the national prestige and prosperity. In conclu- 
sion, let me repeat my earnest wish that you will 
bestow your best attention upon and approve the 
Budget and the different other Bills already sub- 
mitted to the House. 

The Premier's speech was listened to in re- 
spectful silence. His delivery was, as usual, 
deliberate and distinct, though his voice seemed 
slightly lower than on former occasions. At 
the conclusion of the speech, 
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Mr. Haseba Junko, a well known Con- 
stitutional Reformist member from Satsuma, 
rose and requested the Premier to answer a 
question about Korean affairs. He had been 
exceedingly disappointed that Marquis Ito 
had not, as was expected, offered to the 
House an oral report on the empire’s fo- 
reign policy. However, as the Marquis had 
promised that he and his colleagues would deal 
frankly with the people’s representatives, Mr. 
Haseba felt at liberty to ask for an answer 
to a simple question about the Government’s 
policy toward Korea. Speaking on the subject 
on the 22nd of February, 1895, the Premier had 
solemnly assured the House that the Govern- 
ment was determined upon pursuing its original 
policy of carrying out Korean reforms single- 
handed. The Cabinet was of course bound to 
pursue that policy, seeing that it had been pro- 
claimed to the world by the Imperial Declara- 
tion of War against China. But had the Go- 
vernment been true to its promise? Me, 
Haseba regretted that this question could not be 
answered inthe affirmative. He then read from 
a San Francisco paper a translation of an al- 
leged declaration made by Japan to the United 
States through Minister Kurino, relating to the 
Japanese Government’s policy in Korea. The 
passage to which he wished to draw parti- ~ 
cular attention was the concluding sentence, 
in which the Japanese Government was 
represented as avowing that it pursued a 
policy of non-interference and that it should 
be glad to take joint action with other countries 
in regard to Korea. This news had been re- 
produced by the Japanese papers, but the Go- 
vernment had taken no step to contradict it. 
Hence the speaker concluded that the report was 
substantially true. Apart from this circum- 
stance, olher facts seemed to prove that the 
Government’s Korean policy had been very 
changeable and vacillating. Pointed allusions 
were made to the recent incidents in the pen- 
insular kingdom. Io short, Mr. Haseba failed 
to discover what was the real policy pursued by 
the Government, and requested the Premier to 
enlighten him on the subject. 

Marquis Ito declined to answer the question 
off hand, as it involved important points. He 
requested Mr. Haseba to submit the query in 
writing, according to the Law of the Houses. 

On Mr. Haseba’s still pressing the Premier 
for an immediate reply, 

Marquis Ito complied with his request in so 
far as it related to the withdrawal from Korea 
of the troops that had been stationed to guard 
the commissariat lines. The presence of these 
troops had been rendered unnecessary by the 
abandonment of these commissariat lines in 
consequence of the evacuation of Liaotung. 

Much confusion was occasioned by several 
members’ seeking to put questious to the Pre- 
mier, and by the criticism of Tanahashi Anji, 
Liberal, that Mr. Haseba's question was out of 
place as it had no connection with the topics 
touched by the Premier in bYs speech. The 
confusion was ended by 

Viscount Watanabe, Minister of State for 
Finance, who, regardless of the disorder in the 
House, ascended the rostrum, and at once pro- 
ceeded with the delivery of his financial state- 
ment as follows :— 

GenTLeMen—lIn introducing to you the Budpet 
for the 2gth Fiscal Year of Meys and various other 
financial Bills, I avail myself of the present ops 
portunity to lay before you a brief statement of 
the financial schemes that have been rendered 
necessary in consequence of the late war. 

These financial measures have important bear- 
ings upon the permanent interests of the country, 
and it is obvious that their initiation demands the 
greatest possible care and circumspection. It is 
necessary, on the one hand, to be guarded against 
the danger of precipitancy and extravagance, and 
on the other, the avoid to opposite e:ror of dila- 
toriness and parsimony, making it our aim to 
regulate the limits of these measures in conformity 
with the situation of affairs both at home and 
abroad and with due regard to things essential to 
the existence and development of the country. 

The spirit underlying the vations financial mea- 
sures laid before you may be explained in a few 
words. The fundamental aim and principle, as 
you will easily observe, has been that, simultane- 
ously with the completion of the defences of the 
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country, efforts should be directed not only to the 
consolidation of the public finances by promoting 
the economical development of the country, but also 
tw the increase of the people’s resources. And in 
order to secure the economical development of the 
countey and the increase of the people’s resources, 
attention has been turned principally to the ex- 
tension and perfection of the machinery of 
industry, education, finance, communication, and 
transportation, and also to the carrying out of 
reforms in the system of taxation. 

The 2agth fiscal year opens a new chapter in the 
financial history of the Empire. The financial 
measures to be undectaken during the year are 
multifarious and cover an exceptionally wide 
field. These measures may, however, be con- 
sidered under three general headings, namely, 
first, the settlement of the temporary war 
expenditures; secondly, the disposal of the 
indemnity paid by China; and thirdly, gene- 
ral economical subjects. As to the temporary 
wat expenditures, the matter is treated of ina 
Bill embodying a Final Statement of the Special 
Account of Temporary War Expenditures, while 
the disposal of the war indemnity is contained in 
a Bill embodying a Special Account of the [n- 
demnity. ‘The consideration of these two subjects, 
excepting where they are inseparably connected 
with general finance, I purpose to reserve to 
the time when the above Bills come up respectively 
for deliberation in this House, confining myself 
on the present occasion to explaining the mea- 
sures connected with general finance. 


From the Budget for the coming fiscal year, al- 
ready introduced into the House, you will observe 
that the Revenue is putata little over 138 million 
yen and the Expenditure at over 152 million, there 
being thus a deficit of more than 14 million yer. 
Compared with the Budget for the current year, 
namely the 28th fiscal year, there is an increase of 
about 47,800,000 yer in the Revenue, and 62,700,000 
yen in the Expenditure. ‘These increases have been 
necessitated by the enlarged requirements of the 
national existence and development in consequence 
of the country’s growing prosperity. 

In explaining the general features of the Budget, 
it will be convenient to consider the subject under 
three divisions ; first, the causes of the increase of 
Expenditure; secondly, the measures proposed 
for meeting the deficit in the Revenue; and third- 
ly, the programme for the future redemption of 
the National Debt. 

The various items that have caused the above 
mentioned increase in the Expenditure may again 
be subdivided into three general headings ; name- 
ly, first, interest on the War Loan and on the 
temporary loans contracted in connection with the 
war, and one or two other items; secondly, the 
expenses for the Army and the Navy; aud third- 
ly, outlays connected with general undertakings 
and administration, industrial, educational, and 
so forth, 

The interest on the War Loan on the temporary 
louns contracted in connection with the war, 
amounts to a little over 8,700,000 yen, inclusive of 
more than 3 million yen for which your approval 
was obtained during the last session of the Diet. 
Pensions and annuities to officers and men in 
the Army and Navy show anu increase of about 
1,200,000 yer. These increases are an unavoid- 
able result of the war with China. 

As to the expenditures for the Army and Navy, 
the increase, compared with the preceding year, 
is 20,300,000 yen for the former and 23,400,000 
yen for the latter. tis not necessary for ine to tell 
you that these increases have been necessitated by 
the added requirements of national defence in 
Consequence of the extension of the Empire’s 
dominions and territorial waters since the late war 
with China. 

With regard to general industrial and adminis- 
trative expenditures, an increase over the preced- 
ing fiscal year of over 1,000,000 yen is made 
necessary on account of industrial and educational 
undertakings and the establishment of an [ron 
Foundry ; 9,200,000 yer on account of extending 
the machinery of communications and transporta- 
tion ; and 1,500,000 ye on account of riparian 
improvements and other engineering undertakings, 
and also on account of general administrative ex- 
penditures, the total increase under these headings 
being about 11,600,000 yeu, an inevitable result of 
impottant measures elaborated for promoting the 
economical development of the country and the 
growth of the peoples resources. 

I now proceed to explain the measures proposed 
for meeting the deficiency in the Revenue. De- 
ducting from the total amount of the Revenue, 
as it stands in the Budyet, a sum of about 
40,800,000 ye, representing an appropriation from 
the war indemnity, together with the money te- 
ceived from China on account of the cost of 
occupying Weilaiwei, the temainder, about 
97,200,000 yen, represents the ordinary income of 


the Treasury. In the ordinary income, you will 
notice an increase of more than 7,000,000 yen as 
compared with the curtent fiscal year. Though 
there is such a large expansion in the normal in- 
come, there is a still larger expansion in the ex- 
penditures, leading, as [have already mentioned, to 
a deficit of more than 14,000,000 yen. ‘This deficit, 
being caused by an increase in both the Ordinary | the economical development of the country, to 
and Extraordinary Expenditures, should be met] secure soundness of public finance, and, at the 
likewise by an increase in the Ordinary and Exe] same time, to increase the resources of the country. 
traordinary Revenues. To secure an increase in the] I believe that it is no exaggeration lo say that the 
Ordinary Revenue, various measures relating to | execution of these measures will lay foundations 
taxation have been introduced, while an increase | for the empire's future wealth and strength. It is 
of the Extraordinary Revenue is to be effected by | my sincere hope that, after careful consideration 
appropriating part of the war indemnity and by}and impartial judgment, you will not be slow to 
a public Loan. give your consent to the financial policy I have 
With reference to the Bills that have been intro- | WUW explained to you. 
duced into the House for the purpose of effecting} While the Minister of Finance was still in the 
an increase in the Ordinary Revenue, those, for|rostrum, Marquis Ito left his seat and slowly 
Hpi Ng SE ee ax, the | walked toward the door at the back of the Pre- 
Sale e Tax, the Tax on Sake, the monopoly of the} oi dent's seat, when some confusion again ensued, 
ale and Purchase of Leaf Tobacco, and so forth— : 
as to these measures, full explanations will be offer- several members calling out Cowardly cov 
ed when they are brought up for discussion by the wardly!” (Aékyo / hikyo /). Mr. Ozaki Yukio 
House. I may, however, remark that these taxes | demanded that the President stop the Premier, 
all belong to a class possessed of elasticity | whereupon the Marqais, who had his hand on 
to yield an increased amount in proportion to the} the door at the time, turned round and said that 
development of the national resoutces, and cap-|the members had no right to stop him. He 
able of being imposed without injury to the gene-|inen went out 
tal economic growth of the country. The selection : . 
of these taxes for the purpose a view will, Lam The first mess ee the Order of the Day, 
confident, receive your approbation. namely, a Bill for the Amendment of the Law 
of Election, was then put to the House. 
Mr. Nishimura Jintaro explained the reasons 


the Tax on the Sale and Purchase of Cattle and 
Horses. 

Should the Budget and the various Bills just 
enumerated receive your approval and come into 
existence, I have no doubt that simultaneously 
with the completion of the empire’s armaments, it 
will be possible, as I said at the outset, to promote 


Reserving the explanation of my views concern. 
ing the Bill relating to the Public Undertakings 
Loan until the matter comes up for debate in your 
House, I proceed at once to the subject of the ree 
demption of the National Debts. 


According to the scheme for the redemption of 
the National Debts to be introduced dating the 
present session, the amount of the obligations of 
the ‘Treasury will reach its maximum in the 34th 
fiscal year of Meiji (April, 1901 to March, 1902), 
the approximate indebtedness of the State in that 
year being 499 million yex. Asto the redemption 
of these debts, the annual appropriation of 
20,000,000 yen regularly employed for the purpose 
ever since the 11th fiscal year of Meszt, will be 
augmented by the addition of the 8,700,000 yen, 
to which reference has alieady been made. Be- 
sides, the interest on the new Public Undertake 
ings Loan, .will be paid out of the Ordinary 
Revenue. Pursuing this programme, it is esti- 
mated that both the existing Debts and the new 
Public Undertaking Loan will be completely re- 
deemed in the course of thirty-eight years, begin- 
ning with the 2gth fiscal year. Such being the 
case, 1 am convinced that there is no danger of 
the soundness of the public finance being impaired 
in the future. 


Such, Gentlemen, are the general features of 
the Budget for the coming fiscal year, and of the 
plan for the redemption of the National Debts. 
To differentiate the various Bills that have been 
introduced to the House and are related, directly 
or indirectly, to the subjects thus far discussed ; 
those for the purpose of promoting the develop- 
ment of the economical machinery are the Bills 
relating to the Industrial Bank of Japan, to the 
Agriculturaland Manufacturing Bank, and soforth, 
Those for developing the machinery of communt- 
cations and transportation are the Bills relating to 
the Public Undertakings Loan, to Encouragement 
of Navigation and of Shipbuilding, and to Amend- 
ing the Law of Railway Construction. Lastly, 
for the purpose of obtaining new sources of re- 
venue and iniproving the system of taxation, there 
are Bills relating to the Registration Tax, the Tax 
on Saké, the Tobacco Leaf Monopoly, the Trade 
Tax, the Aboktion of the Import Daty on Cotton, 
the Abolition of the Tax ou Vessels, the Abolition 
of the Tax on Confectionery, and the Abolition of 


The Bill relating to the Registration Tax is to 

come into uperation from the rst of April, in the 

agth year of Mfeifi; that relating to the Tax on] Of the amendments proposed. We need not 

Saké from the rst of October in the 2gth year; that follow his speech in detail. Suffice is to 

relating to the Trade Tax from the 1st of January | say that the principal points of amendment 

in the Zzoth year; and that relating to the ‘Tobacco consist in reducing the age qualification 

Monopoly from the Ist of January in the 31st} of the electors from 25 to 20 years and that of 

year of Aferyi. Phe proccres Hout these sources | Kersons eligible for election from 30 to 25 years, 

are to be applied to the Military and Naval ; ; ) ; 

and other ordinary expenditures, the amount of end in lowering the property qualification of the 

which is destined to increase year by year in pro- electors from 15 to 5 yen per annum of either 

portion to the progress of the respective measures land tax or income tax. 

necessitating these outlays. On the other hand,| The measure was entrusted to a Special Com- 

taxes which in their nature are not properly] mittee to be elected in the different Divisions. 

national taxes are to be abolished. They are, for The next measure, namely, a Bill relating to 

instance, the Tax on Confectionary, the Tax on |the Press Law, was explained by one of its in- 

Vessels, the ‘I'ax on Vehicles, and the Tax on the ‘voducars 

sale and purchase of cattle and horses. The if 

abolition of the import duty on cotton hae also Mr. Minoura Katsundo, who stated that, as 

been considered to be advisable for the purpose of | 48 the matter had engaged the attention of the 

promoting the development of the cotton spinning House in past sessions, it Was not necessary to 

and weaving industry. dwell on the Bill atany length. He might, how- 
ever, refer to the fact that, during the past ten 
months, the number of suspensions on account of 
alleged detriment to public peace and tranquillity 
had reached the immense figure of 224. He 
then criticised at some length the Government's 
abuse of the extraordinary powers vested in it 
by the existing Newspaper Regulations. 

In reply to a question from Mr. Tsunematsu 
Ryukei, Baron Suyematsu, Government Dele- 
gate, informed the House that the Government 
was about to introduce a Bill on the same sub- 
ject, and that it would be found to be distinctly 
liberal. Upon this, 

Mr. Tsunematsu Ryukei proposed that the 
discnssion of the Bill should be postponed until 
the Government Bill should have been intro- 
duced. The motion being powerfully support- 
ed, was put to the House, when a majority 
seemed to vote for it, and the President pro- 
nounced to thateffect. But his judgment being 
challenged by Mr. Shimada Saburo and others, 
the sense of the House was taken again by an 
open ballot, when the following result was ob 
tained :— 

For the motion c.corccssesescccceves 74 
ABainst ..cscccorscccrecccovsecvvesees 75 
Total members present ......ee0008 149 

At the instance of Mr. Takata Sanaye, the 
Bill was entrusted to a Special Committee of 
nine members to be nominated by the President. 

The House then rose (3 p.m.). 


SATURDAY, JANUARY IITH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House met at 10.40 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—Applications fur leave of absence. 

a—First Reading of a Government Bill for erecting Tokyo into 
the capital of the Empire, under a Special Municipal System. 

3.—First Reading of a Government Bill for erecting Musashi 
Province into a Prefecture. 

4-—First Reading of a Gov-rnment Bill relating to the Police 
Rxpenditures of Tokyo Capital and Musashi Prefecture. 

&.—~-First Reading. of a Goyernment Bill for applying to the 
potport of Police Expenditures in ‘Tukyo Capital and 

usashi Prefecture the provisions of Imperial Ordinance 
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No. 62 of the arst year of SMeisi, relating to disbursements 
by the Treasury on accouut of local Police Expenditures. 
6.—Representation for devoting a portion of the ( hinese In- 
demnity to form a capital fund for Primary Schools in 

Urban and Rural Districts. 


The first item having been disposed of, 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs ex- 
plained the Bill for elevating Tokyo into the 
Capital City of Japan. Tokyocovered an area 
of 5 square ri (31 square miles) and had a 
population of thirteen hundred thousand souls. 
In these two respects il was thirty times as large 
as the average of Japanese towns; three times 
larger than Osaka, and four times larger than 
Kyoto. As for its municipal expenditures, the 
accounts for 1893 showed a (otal outlay of two 
million yen, being fifty times larger than the 
corresponding expenditure of the average Japan- 
ese town, and four times as large as that of 
Osaka or Kyoto. From these facts the great 
responsibilities devolving upon the Imperial City 
in respect of many undertakings might be in- 
ferred. In elaborating a system of local Go- 
vernment, it was necessary that attention should 
be paid not merely to the question of autonomy 
but also to that of national relations. At the 
same time, the former consideration must not 
be sacrificed to the latter, The just mean be- 
tween the two should be adopted, as far as pos- 
sible. The principle applied with additional force 
to the case of the capital city’s administration. 
According to the special system of local Govern- 
ment hitherto applied in Tokyo, the Governor 
of the City had to discharge the functions of 
Mayor, as well as to control the administrative 
and national duties connected with the City. 
Such a mass of business could not be properly 
attended to by one man. Consequently, the 
arrangement now proposed was to entrust a 
part of the administrative duties—those relating 
to Divisions, Wards, and Districts—to another 
official, a Prefect, and to transfer to a Mayor the 
control of administrative business relating to the 
capital itself, thus organizing an autonomic 
system, over which, at the same time, the Cen- 
tral Government should have the function of 
direct supervision. (The Minister then explained 
the changes of nomenclature that would be en- 
tailed by this proposal in the text of the various 
laws and regulations for the Government of the 
City; as for example, the substitution of fo 
(capital) for she (city) and Fu throughout; the 
altering of Shika’ (City Council) and Fukai 
(Fu Council) to Zo-kar (capital); of Fu-chifi 
(Governor) and Shicho (Mayor of the City) to 
Tochokan (Mayor of the Capital), and so on. 
The Bill contained 130 Articles divided into 
six chapters, and full explanations would be 
offered by the Government Delegates in Com- 
mittee, 

Viscount Tani asked whether this system was 
to be extended to Osaka and Kyoto, and was 
answered in the negative. 

A number of questions having been asked 
and answered, the Bill was handed to a Special 
Committee of 15 nominated by the President. 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs then 
introduced the Bill for forming the Rural 
Divisions (gun) surrounding the new ‘ Capi- 
tal,” and hitherto included within the limits of 
Tokyo-fu, into anew Prefecture, called Musashi 
Prefecture. The alternative of incorporating 
these various Divisions into the Prefectures 
adjoining them, might be adopted, were it not 
essential for the preservation of good order in 
the Capital, that the police authorities of the 
latter should have competence throughout 
the surrounding regions also. Hence it 
was proposed to incorporate the nine Rural 
Divisions, together with the Seven Islands of 
Idzu and the Ogasawara group (the Bonins) 
into a new prefecture, to be called ‘‘ Musashi 
Prefecture.” 

Some questions having been asked and ans- 
wered, the Bill was entrusted (o the previous 
Committee. 


The Minister of State for Home Affairs 
briefly introduced the next Bill. He explained 
that Tokyo Capital and the projécted Musashi 
Prefecture stood in a special relation of pro- 
pinquity to each other. Thus the four ‘post 
stations,” as they were called, namely, Shina- 
gawa, Shinjuka, Senju and Itabashi, might al- 
most be counted part of the Capital, so con- 


tinuous were the houses along the roads lead- 
ing to them from Tokyo, and so large was the 
traffic. In these respects the connection be- 
tween the new ‘‘ capital ” and the new Prefecture 
differed essentially from that existing between 
the chief towns and the surrounding districts in 
other prefectures. It thus became essential that 
the Capital and the Prefecture should be under 
one and the same police administration, and the 
Bill before the House had for its object to make 
the police and prison expenditures a common 
responsibility. 

The Bill was entrusted to the same Com- 
mittee. 

The next Bill, providing that two-fifths of the 
Police Expenditures in Tokyo Capital and 
Musashi Prefecture should be defrayed by the 
Central Treasury, under the provisions of Im- 
perial Ordinance No. 61 of the 21st year of 
Meiji, was entrusted, without explanation, to the 
same Committee. 

Mr. Chisaka Takamasa introduced the Re- 
presentation for appropriating a portion of the 
China Indemnity to form a capital fund for 
Primary Schools. He said that only within very 
recent years had even one-half of the children 
of school age been enabled to attend the Pri- 
mary Schools, and in the case of the lowest 
classes very few parents indeed could afford to 
give that advantage to their offspring. Often, 
too, a child had to be removed from school be- 
fore the course was finished, and on the whole 
the benefits of education were still so greatly 
restricted in their scope that no patriotic Japan- 
ese could contemplate sucha state of affairs 
without much uneasiness. Statistics showed 
that out of every ten men enlisted under the 
conscription system, not more than one could 
read and wrile moderately well, and it was plain 
that men so badly equipped from an educa- 
tional point of view could scarcely make intel- 
ligent soldiers. If Japan owed her recent 
victories chiefly to the virtues of the Sovereign 
and the loyal unity of the nation, she owed some 
part of them to the bravery of her troops, and 
it would surely be a noble way of commemorat- 
ing her success, as well as of according some 
substantial recognition to the people's efforts, 
to devote a portion of the money gained by the 
war to bringing the benefits of education within 
the reach of a larger section of the nation. 


After the mid-day recess, Marquis Ito, Mini- 
Al President of State, addressed the House as 
follows :— 


My Lords and Geutlemen=-Reports were sub- 
mitted to you at Hiroshima and in the last session 
convened here, about the diplomatic transactions 
of the Government in connection with the late war. 
Itis my intention now to furnish you with infor- 
mation as to what subsequently took place. The 
documents bearing upon the subject being numer- 
ous and lengthy, it would be tedious to explain 
their contents orally. In order to save you that 
ordeal, I have arranged to have them handed to 
you for perusal at your convenience. General 
views on the situation, [had an opportunity to state 
in the House of Representatives yesterday, and 
I take the liberty to presume that what I then said 
has reached your ears. Atthe risk of repitition, 
I beg now to offer some remarks on the general 
situation. The recent war with China lasted near- 
ly a year. That the country was able to continue 
the contest so long with credit, is to be principally 
attributed to the harmony between the Govern- 
ment and the nation at large. In consequence of 
the brilliant success with which the Empire was 
thus able to carry on warlike operations, China, 
as you know, finally sued for peace, and with the 
satisfactory conclusion of the negotiations in 
April of last year, friendly celations were re- 
stored between the two countries, The vari- 
ous important questions connected with the war 
have now been nearly disposed of. It is, how- 
ever, always the case in this busy world of 
ours that one important question is followed by 
another, and consequently, we may well expect 
that many grave problems will demand solution in 
the immediate future. Now that peace has just 
been restored, the question of the most urgent im- 
portance is the increase of the national resources. 
I need scarcely say that war makes heavy inroads 
into a country’s resources. It is equally obvious 
that the nourishment of national resources is a 
matter of the first importance in time of peace. 
We must, therefore, concentrate our attention 
upon the encouragement of trade and industry. 
Thea Government is determined to use all its 
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exertions for augmenting the resources of the coun- 
try. Wonderful progress has been made by the 
people in the field of industry during the present 
era, but especially during the past ten years. 
This tesult has been achieved partly by the ad- 
vance of scientific education in the country. The 
people are now in a position to unde:take all 
progressive enterprises without the guidance of 
the Government, Indeed, the progress that the 
people even in provincial localities have made in 
the field of practical industry is a matter of wonder 
and astonishment. Notwithstanding such a satis- 
factory state of affairs, 1 still think it the duty of 
the Government to devote its earnest attention 
to the development of industry, sa that even 
greater progress may be made in that field. To 
speak more explicitly, the Government sbould 
direct its particular attention to the legislative and 
administrative aspects of the problem. I need 
not dwell on these things any further, because you 
have already a clear perception of them. The 
question to which I wish to draw your special at- 
tention next relates to our new tetrilory, namely, 
Formosa. The administration of Formosa is, in- 
deed, a matter of much gravity. Unless the pro- 
blem be studied in the sight manner, and the ad- 
ministration of the island be conducted in a proper 
way, serious troubles must arise in future. On 
this question, the Government will have au op- 
Portumity to invite your mature consideration. 
Formosa, as you know, is it. many respects dif- 
ferent fiom the other parts of the Empire. It 
is inhabited by various races of men. The 
great majority of them are Chinese of a tur- 
bulent type, having been recruited principally from 
the worst classes in Canton and Foochow. It will, 
consequently, be impossible to govern them by any 
ordinary method of administration, On the other 
hand, teade has attracted to the island Europeans 
and Americans, although their number is uot 
great. Again, one half of the island is inhabited 
by a savaye race of aborigines, whose control re- 
quires a special system of administration. The 
difficulty of governing such a motley population 
makes it necessary for us to decide, as quickly as 
possible, various legislative and administrative 
questions of vital importance. It is, perhaps, 
necessary to create a permanent office in the 
capital fur the management of matters telat. 
ing to Formosa. The financial side of the 
Formosan problem is also full of important 
points, Order having only just been restor- 
ed in the island, we have wot had time to 
complete our financial investigations, When the 
investigations now proceeding are concluded, we 
shall not fail to settle the question once for all. 
The revenue of the island will be exceedingly 
small, falling far short of the expenditure se- 
quired. A large outlay will be necessary in 
governing a population whose language, customs, 
and manners are different from our own, Aue 
other circumstance that wecessitates a heavy 
outlay is the absence of facilities for communi 
cation and transportation. A_ proportionately 
large force of troops will be needed to keep the 
island in tranquillity. Similarly, a strong body of 
police will also be needed. It poes without say- 
ing, however, that, having obtained the island as 
the result of our victories on the field of battle, 
no pains should be spared to promote its develop- 
ment by inducing our own people to emigrate and 
settle there. I may also refer to the importance of 
developing the resources of Hokkaido. Develop- 
ment of resources going on satisfactorily in the 
intetior, it is incumbent upon the Government to 
devote its energies to the opening of both Formosa 
aud Hokkaido. Ihave asked your attention to 
this topic, because it will be necessary to seek 
your deliberation and that of the other House on 
matters connected with it. These documents 
[laying his hand on the papers relating to diplo- 
matic matters] I leave with your President, and I 
hope that you will honour them with your perusal. 


Major-General Yamakawa (an Imperial 
nominee) asked the Premier to favour the 
House with a brief statement about the settle- 
ment of the Liaotung question. 


Marquis Ito wished the Major-General first 
to peruse the documents he had just submitted 
to the President, for the matter was fully dealt 
with in them. 


Major-General Yamakawa then begged the 
Premier to explain the Government's Korean 
policy. If it was not desirable to explain the 
matter in an open sitting, the strangers might 
be removed. 

Marguis Ito, in reply, stated that he had had 
an opportunity of speaking on the subject of 
Korean policy in the House of Representatives. 
It was of course impossible to decide before-q 
hand upon a policy such as would be sufficiently 
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comprehensive to apply to every contingency. 
The ultimate aim of the Government was fixed 
and immovable. -What that aim was, the House 
knew perfectly well, but, for the informa- 
tion of his questioner, he might state that the 
maintenance of Korean independence was the 
Government's first object. The methods by 
which that object should be attained must na- 
turally change in conformity with the changing 
aspects of the siluation. Immovable methods 
were impossible where men and nations are con- 
cerned. Ifit was asked what aim the Govern- 
ment had in view, he would have no hesitation in 
replying that the same aim was ever keptin sight. 

Major-General Yamakawa was satisfied with 
the answer so far as the aim of the Government 
in its Korean policy was concerned. But he 
would beg to ask whether the Government was 
determined to adhere to its policy of maintain- 
ing Korean independence in defiance of all 
difficulties and of the possible interference of 
any Power or Powers. 

Marquis Ito stated in reply that what he had 
remarked about the Government's Korean 
policy held good so far as the past and the 
future were concerned. However, he should 
remind General Yamakawa that, in rendering 
assistance to another State for the maintenance 
of its independance, there were limits beyond 
which it might be unwise to go. Where the 
independence of the Empire was at stake, he 
was sure the nation would and must make every 
sacrifice. The House would, however, agree 
with him, when he said that, as regards the in- 
dependence of a foreign country, it was absolute- 
ly necessary to shape the Empire’s policy in 
accordance with the bearings of current events. 
Under the circumstances, he did not think it 
necessary to declare how far Japan should accept 
risks in order to keep Koreaindependent. He 
was convinced that General Yamakawa would 
be the first to acknowledge the fact that no 
necessity existed to make any definite declara- 
tion on such a subject. 

The House then proceeded to debate the 
Representation introduced in the forenoon by 
Mr. Chisaka. 

Mr. Murakami Keisaku opposed the Repre- 
sentation on the ground that it was premature. 
The indemnity had not even been fully paid 
yet, and to dispose of it before receiving it would 
surely be over-hasty. Besides, the first use 
made of money thus obtained should be to com- 
plete the country’s armaments, and if any re- 
mained, it should be set aside as a special 
reserve to meet contingencies. They had yet 
to learn whether the people could bear the 
weight about to be added to their burden of 
taxation under the altered circumstances of the 
empire, and until they were assured of that they 
should hesitate about fixing the destination of 
funds that might be much more urgently need- 
ed hereafter for other purposes. 

Mr. Kikuchi Dairoku approved the general 
purpose of the Representation, but though that 
its scope should be extended. Germany had 
applied-part of the indemnity obtained from the 
French to the support of her universities. Why 
should not Japan do the same, in respect of 
both the Tokyo University and the newly pro- 
jected University in Kyoto? He seconded the 
proposal of the introducer that the Represent- 
ation be entrusted to a committee by which the 
whole question might be thoroughly sifted. 

Viscount Tani opposed the notion of apply- 
ing any of the money to the uses of the Univer- 
sities, but endorsed its employment in aid of 
primary education. 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Commit- 
tee of g nominated by the President. 
The House rose at 1.50 p.m. 



















































of the Tax on Saké determined by Imperial Ordinance No. 
6x of the 19th year uf Sferzi. 


a le Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Tax on 
rades, 


8.—Pirst Reading of a Government Bill relating to a Monopoly 
of the Sale and Purchase of Leaf ‘Tobacco. 


After the reading of a few reports, the Presi- 
dent called upon Mr. Eto Shinsaku to ascend 
the rostrum and explain his question to the Go- 
vernment, of which notice had been given by him. 

Mr. Eto Shinsaku (Constitutional Reformist) 
stated that the Question he had just presented 
for submission to the Government related to the 
appropriation of a part of the Temporary War 
Fund in aid to the Water Works at Hiroshima. 
The sum granted had been only half a million 
yen, but it was not about the amount of the 
money but about the propriety of diverting even 
the smallest part of the Temporary War Fund 
lo such a purpose, that he sought to have his 
doubts resolved by the Government. Accord- 
ing to his information, when the matter was 
first submitted to the Cabinet by the Minister of 
State for War, the Cabinet rejected the proposal 
on the ground that it was contrary to the Law of 
Special Account for the Temporary War Fund. 
But somehow the Military Authorities succeeded 
in disposing of that objection, and the aid was 
finally granted. Mr. Eto contended that sucha 
step was indisputably contrary to the above men- 
tioned law, by which the Fund in question was 
restricted in its application to purposes directly 
connected with the war. The object of his 
Question was to ascertain the ground on which 
this irregular measure had been sanctioned by 
the Government.’ 

Mr. Koizuka Ryu (Progressionist) suggested 
that the Question be answered there and then 
by some of the Government Delegates pre- 
sent. He remembered that Baron Kawaguchi, 
Paymaster-General of the Navy, had explained to 
the House in the last session why the Govern- 
ment could not entertain a project for grant- 
ing similar aidto a certain railway which was of 
great military importance. As the Baron was 
now present, he might perhaps favour the Honse 
with an immediate answer to the Question pro- 
pounded by Mr. Eto. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro (Liberal) pointed 
out the irregularity of the course proposed by 
the last speaker. Indeed, it was not proper on 
the part of the President to have allowed Mr. 
Koizuka to speak on the matter at all, for the 
Question propounded by Mr. Eto was not before 
the House as a subject of discussion. So far 
as the House was concerned, the matter ended 
for the present with the explanatory speech by 
Mr. Eto, and no other member should have 
been suffered to speak on the matter. 


Some confusion ensued, but the justice of 
Mr. Komuro’s criticism finally induced the 
President to stop all further discussion of the 
subject. 

The first measure on the Order of the Day 
was then taken. It was a Government Bill re- 
lating to the Registration Tax. The general 
features of the measure are as follow:—A tax 
at the rate specified for each item is to be 
imposed upon the registration of lands and 
buildings of every description, ships, business 
companies, and firms, barristers, physicians, 
pharmaceutists, velerimary surgeons, farriers, 
navigators, copyrights, patents, designs, trade- 
marks, mining operations, personal matters, #.e. 
births, deaths, marriages, divorces, successions, 
&c., and Public Loan Bonds. The rate varies 
with each item of registration. In the case of 
lands and buildings, it ranges from ivoo to 
+330 of the market value of the land or build- 
ing registered ; in the case of ships, from toss 
to 1395 of the market value, and that of com- 
panies and firms, from tooo to toss Of the 
capital. In the case of professional men, the 
tax partakes of the nature of license fees. Bar- 
risters, for example, will have to pay 20 yen for 
the first registration, 10 yes for a renewal, and 
1 yen for cancelling the registration. The 
highest rates are those for mining operations ; 
namely, 50 yen for a trial operation ; 100 yen 
for actual working ; 50 yer for the sale or pur- 
chase of the right of working a mine; 50 yen 
for either extending or reducing the area of a 
mine ; and so on. In general, the Registra- 
tion Tax is to be paid in the form of stamps, 


but in special cases, provided for by an Imperial 
Ordinance, its payment in cash may be demand- 
ed. Persons falling under any of the following 
categories are to be exempted from the Re- 
gistration Tax :—(1) those that have no fixed 
occupation but gain a livelihood by hiring them- 
selves out for daily wages, or in some similar 
method ; (2) persons that are either less than 13 
years or more than 60 years old, and that have 
no fixed occupation ; and (3) women without a 
fixed occupation or in the employ of others. 
The present enactment is to come into force 
from the 1st ot April next, Simultaneously with 
its going into operation, provisions of existing 
law or Ordinances as may conflict with its pro- 
visions are to lose their effect. 


Mr. Megata Tanetaro, Government Delegate, 
explained the Bill in a few words. He stated 
that the registration tax was not an entirely new 
thing in Japan, having hitherto been levied in 
the form of fees. But this was the first time of 
systematizing the tax and embodying it in the 
form of an independent law. In the Govern- 
ment’'s opinion, this form of taxation was well 
suited for the purpose of obtaining increased 
revenue. 

With regard to the election of a Special Com- 
mittee (o examine and report upon the Bill, 
various motions were made as to the mode of 
election and the number of Committee-men, 
but it was finally decided that a Committee of 
27 should be nominated by the President. 

The third measure, namely, a Bill relating to 
the Tax on Saké was then taken, and as the 
succeeding four Bills were intimately connected 
with this, it was ultimately decided to place the 
whole five before the House en masse, and also 
to entrust them to a Special Committee of 18, 
nominated by the President. The gist of the 
Bills, and their comparison with the system of 
taxation now in force are as follow ;— 

The Bill relating to the Tea on saké contains 
36 articles. Six kinds of saké are enumerated, 
namely (1) ses-shu or sakéin its restricted sense, 
s.¢. Clear liquor separated from the grounds ; (3) 
daku-shu or nigori-sake, t.e. liquor from which 
the grounds are not removed ; (3) shéro-sake, a 
whitish and thick liquor used on New Year’s Day 
and at other festivals ; (4) mirin,a sweet liquor ; 
(5) shochu, a strong distilled liquor somewhat 
like whisky; and (6) alchol. The new rates 
of tax are 7 yen per koku (39.7 gallons) annually 
for set-shu, daku-shu, shiro-sake, and mirin; 
and 8 yes per Roku for shochu and alcohol. 
Reference to the existing Law, enacted in 1880, 
shows that changes are proposed both in the 
rates of taxation and in the classification of the 
different varities of spirituous liquors. The 
existing rates and classification are as follows: 
4 yen per koku for brewed liquors, such as seé- 
shu, daku-shu, etc.; 5 yen for distilled liquors, 
as sho-shu and alcohol ; and 6 yen for re-manu- 
factured liquors, as mei-shu, mirin, and 80 forth, 
Experience has convinced the authorities of the 
inconvenience of this methed of classification. 
Most of the varities now comprised under the 
last méntioned class have been brought under 
the scope of a separate law, as will be presently 
explained with reference to the Bill for taxing 
Mixed Saké. Under the new system, the tax- 
ation year in the case of Saké is to commence 
on the rst of October and terminate on the 30th 
of September. The tax is to be paid in four 
installments in four periods, namely from the 
1st to the 15th July; from the 1st to the r5th@ 
of September ; from the rst to the 15th of De- 
cember, and from the rst to the 15th of March. 
These periods are exactly a month earlier in 
each case than those prescribed in the existing 
law. As to the punitive provisions, the 
penalty for infractions takes in every case 
the shape of a fine, ranging in amount 
between a few yen and several hundreds. 
In the case of persons attempting to evade 
the tax, the amount of fine is three times the 
amount of the tax for the quantity of sakéin 
question. The new law is to come into opera- 
tion from the rst of October next. 

The next Bill relates to the Tax on Saké 
brewed for Family Consumption. Under the 
existing system, any person not engaged in the 
liquor trade, or not keeping a public house may 

























































HOUSE OF RBPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.10 p.m., the Order of 
the day being — 
1.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Registra- 
tion Tax. 
ati Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Tax on 
AKC. 


3-—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Tax on 
Saké brewed for Family Consumption. 

4.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Tax on 
Mixed Saké, 

$—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Tax on 
Sehé exported from the Prefecture of Okinawa, 

6.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Revision 
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brew, for his own family use, any kind of saké, 
excepting sei-shu, to the maximum quantity of 
1 kohu, on payment of a licence fee of 80 sen. 
The new law provides the following tariff for 
family brewed saké :—2 yen per annum where 
the quantity brewed is under 1 hoku ; 6 yen, 
where the quantity brewed is under 2 2oku ; and 
12 yen, where under 3 kokw; payable in two 
equal installments in Apriland October. The 
maximum quantity is thus raised to 3 Aoku. The 
varieties allowed are only daku-shu, shtro-sake, 
and shochu. The licence to brew saéé for family 
use is not to be given to any person that pays 
direct national taxes tothe amount of 5 yen and 
upwards, that is engaged inthe manufacture or 
sale of saké, soy, yeast, or vinegar, or that keep 
a public house. This law is to be put into force 
from the rst of October, 1896. It will not apply 
for the present, to Okinawa (Riukiu), Ogasawara- 
jima (the Bonins), and the seven islands of Izu. 
The third Bill on this subject relates to the 
Tax on mixed Saéé. Under the term ‘“ mixed 
saké” are to be included all kinds of liquors 
prepared by mixing different varieties of saké, or 
alcohol with other matters. The rate of taxon this 
class of preparations is 6 yen per koku payable 
in two periods, from the tst to the sth 
of January, and from the rst tothe 1sth of July. 
In case preparation of these liquors is carried 
ov, not at a special establishment for the 
purpose, but in the shop or house where they 
are exposed for sale, a tax of 2 yen pér month 
will be levied without regard to the quantity of 
prepared. This law, like the others, is to come 
into force from the rst of October, 1896. For 
the present its provisions will not apply to the 
Prefecture of Okinawa (Riukiu), Ogasawara- 
jima, (Bonin), and the seven islands of Izu. 


As a necessary consequence of the revision 
of the tax on saé in the interior of the Empire, 
the rates of duty on saké brewed in, and export- 
ed from, Okinawa (Riukiu) to the interior have 
to bechanged. The new rates of export duty are 6 
yen pergoku forset-shu, daku-shu, shiro-sake, and 
mirin; and 7 yen for shochu and alcohol. This 
law, too, is to take effect from the rat of Octo- 
ber next. 

The remaining Bill on the subject of saké 
relates to the tax on saké manufactured in Korea 
and imported to this country, as enacted by 
Imperial Ordinance No. 61. of the 19th year of 
Meiji (1886). The new rates are the Bame as 
those prescribed for saké brewed at home; 
namely, 7 yen per doku for set-shu, daku-shu, 
shiro-sake, and mirin, and 8 yen for shochu 
and alcohol. The new rates are to be inforced 
from the rst of October next. 

Mr. Megata Tanetaro, Government delegate, 
explained these Bills in the briefest possible 
manner, Several questions were asked by the 
members on Some minor points, and were in 
each instance satisfactorily explained by him. 


When the first Bill of the series had been 
committed, considerable confusion was caused 
by the President’s proceeding at once to the 7th 
measure on the Order of the Day. He defended 
his procedure on the ground that the House 
having entrusted him with the nomination of a 
Special Committee to be charged with the in- 
vestigation of all the Bills on the subject of 
saké, he judged it right to regard these Bills as 
duly considered a precedent in support of his 
ruling. But the House was of a different 
Opinion. It was pointed out by Mr. Kono 
etlironaka, aud moreclearly and powerfully by 
Mr. Hoshi Toru, that the precedent cited was not 
to the point ; and that, although the House had 
entrusted the President with the nomination of a 
Committee to be charged with all the Bills of the 
series, these, with the exception of the first one 
had not yet been submitted to the House and 
duly committed. The justice of this view was 
finally acknowledged by the President; and the 
rest of the Bills were submitted ¢# masse and 
formally committed. 

The next subject was the 7th Bill on the Order, 
namely a Bill relating to the Trade Tax. The Bill 
is complicated, consisting of thirty-nine articles. 
The Trade Tax is to be imposed, at different 
rates, on individuals or legal persons engaged 
in the sale of commodities of all sorts, in 
banking operations, in insurance business, in 
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money lending, in lending of articles, in 
manufacture of every description, in transport 
business, in warehousing, in. working on 
canals, and piers, in shipbuilding business, 
in the maintenance of anchorages for ships. 
and places for landing freight, in contracting 
for engineering works, in contracting for labour, 
in printing business, in photography, in keep- 
ing rooms for hire, in hotel business, in re- 
staurant business, in real estate agency, in gene- 
ral agency, in the business of middleman, and 
in brokerage. To give an idea of how the rates 
are fixed, it will be sufficient to cite a few 
cases. In the case of the sale of commodities, 
the tax is to be made up of yo$55 (for wholesale, 
OF yddon (for retail) of the proceeds of sales, 
+480 otf the rent of premises, and 1 yen per 
employé. For these engaged in banking, in- 
surance, money lending, lending of articles, 
and warehousing, the rates are +855 of the 
capital, +43, of the rent of premises, and 1 yen 
per employé. Those engaged in printing, 
manufacture, and photography, will have to pay 
robo Of their capital, $3, of the rent of pre- 
mises, I yen each business employs, and 30 sen 
per hand. The Trade Tax will not be imposed 
upon persons engaged (1) in the sale of Go- 
vernment stamps of all sorts, (2) in the 
sale of minerals dug or collected by them- 
selves, and (3) in the manufacture, repair, 
and sale of weights and measures. In the 
case of persons newly starting business, 
they are to be exempted from the tax 
during the first year. This exemption is to hold 
for the first three years, in the case of persons 
newly engaged in banking, insurance, ware- 
housing, manufacture, printing, transportation, 


{ working on canals, maintenance of piers, ship- 


building, and the maintenance of anchorages 
for ships. Mention need not be made of the 
provisions relating to appraisement of the rents 
of Business premises, computation of the pro- 
ceeds of the sales and other income, punish- 
ment for violations of the law, and so forth. 
The Trade Tax is to be paid in two installments 
in May and November; and that the present 
law is to come into force from the rst of Janu- 
ary, 1897. It may also be of interest to 
refer to the existing system. The Trade 


Tax is now levied in the form of local 
tax, ad ils rate varies in different locali- 
ties. In the opinion of the authorities, most 


of the inconveniences inseparable from the 
present system will be removed by carrying out 
the law just submitted to the House; while in 
view of the rapid growth of industry and com- 
merce, this will prove a very profitable source 
of revenue to the State. 


Mr. Megata Tanetaro, Government Delegate, 
after briefly explaining the measure remarked, 
in reply to a question, that the estimated yield 
of the Tax was about 7,550,000 yen. 


The Bill was ‘entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 18 members nominated by the Pre- 
sident. 


The 8th measure on the Order, a Bill relat- 
ing to the Monopoly of the Sale and Purchase 
of Leaf Tobacco, was then submitted to the 
House. According to the provisions of this 
Law, the leaf grown in the country is to be de- 
livered to the Government at prices fixed by the 
latter, and sold out to the manufacturers at 
specified rates. The intending growers are to 
send in by the end of April each year notices of 
the area of land to be devoted to the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco, and must obtain the permission 
of the Government. In order to regulate the 
supply of the leaf, the Government will reserve 
the power of limiting, at its discretion, the area 
of land to be devoted to growing tobacco. 
The delivery of the produce to the Govern- 
ment is to be effected before the end of March 
every year. Although the grower is not to 
be allowed to hold back any part of the pro- 
duce either for his own use or for sale, that re- 
striction is not to be applied to the case of seaf 
intended for exportation. In that case, the 
grower may, with the permission of the Govern- 
ment, sell his produce to others. The accumu 
lation and sale of the leaves are to be effected 
by special offices established for the purpose at 
convenient places thronghout the country, and 
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the new system is to come into force on and 
after the rstof Jan., 1898. Simultaneously with 
putting it into operation, the existing Tobacco 
Regulations are to be abolished, so that the sale 
of manufactured tobacco will thenceforth not 
require the use of any stamps. After the 
measure had been briefly explained by the Go- 
vernment Delegate, Mr. Megata, a large num- 
ber of questions were asked by the House. One 
that engaged the particular attention of the 
House was the relation betweeen this law and 
the import of tobacco from abroad. On this 
point, Mr. Megata replied that the matter was to 
be dealt with in a separate law which would be 
submitted to the House in due time. The Bill 
was entrusted to a Special Committee of 18 
members nominated by the President. 
The House rose at 3.12 p.m. 


MONDAY, JULY I3TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House did not meet. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


t.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to a Public 
Undertakings Loan. 
s.-—First Reading of a Government Bill for rescinding the 
Regulations for the Tax on the Sale and Purchase of Cattle 
and Horses, the Regulations for the Tax on Vehicles, the 
Regulations for the Tax on Ships, and the Regulations for 
the Tax on Confectionery. 
$.—First Reading of a Government Bill for amending the Re- 
gulations for the Tax on To 0. 
4-—First Reading of a Government Bill amending the Regula- 
tions for the Tax on Soy. 
$.—First Reading of a Government Bill for exempting Im- 
orted Cotton from Duty. 
6.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Treat- 
ment of National Banks upon the Expiration of their Terms 
of Operations. 
7-—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Circula- 
on ene Period of Redemption of the Notes of National 
anks. 


8.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Special 


‘Treatment of National Banks prior to the Expiration of 
their Terms of Operation. 

9.—-First Reading of a Government Bill for amending Article V, 
of the Law relating to a Special Mode of Dealing with the 
Fund for the Redemption of the Notes of defunct Banks. 


Announcement was made of the receipt of 
Bills from the Government and some members, 
and of the nomination of Special Committees. 

Mr. Kado Kokan (Constitutional Reformist) 
explained a question that he had submitted to 
the President for transmission to the Govern- 
ment with reference to the interest guaranteed 
to the Hokkaido Tanko Railway Company. 
Government aid to private companies was objec- 
tionable in most cases, but, in the speaker’s 
Opinion, none was so objectionable as that 
given to the Hokkaido Tanko Railway Com- 
pany. According to his showing, the company 
had been guilty of very reprehensible practices, 
and the Government's negligence to interfere 
was still more blameworthy. In order to obtain 
the guaranteed aid from the Government, the 
Company calculated the freight on its own coal 
carried over its own line atan exceptionally low 
rate, scarcely more than a sen per ton per mile. 
Thus fictitiously minimizing the largest 
source of profit on the line, it was no wonder 
that the nominal earnings were only -about 1 
per cent. per annum, whereas the company’s 
profits in other departments averaged between 
12 and 15 percent. Thus the Company was 
guilty of evident dishonesty, but the Govern. 
ment’s failure to interfere with it wasa far more 
serious matter. This was one of the points on 
which Mr. Kudo asked the Government to offer 
an explanation. Another point was that the 
Government had been late by one year in in- 
serting in the Budget the aid given to the 
Company. 

Mr. Kashiwada Moribumi (National Union- 
ist) next appeared in the rostrum to explain a 
Question that he had submitted. It related to the 
creation of a Higher Educational Council. Asto 
the advisability of that step, Representations had 
been made to the Government by both Houses 
during last session. But the Government had not 
taken any notice of the Representations, and the 
much desired Council had not yet been cre- 
ated. Mr. Kashiwada then wenton to explain 
why thecreation of sucha Council wasnecessary, 
and in doing so he severely criticised the want 
of continuity in the official educational policy, 
and made long attacks upon the Government 
in connection with the Liaotung question and 
the profuse rewarding of officials with patents 
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of nobility and decorations. Such digressions 
ought to have been stopped by the President, but 


he took no notice of the matter, and the speaker 


was quietly suffered to occupy the time of the 
House for a good quarter of an hour. To sum 


up, he contended that the educational authori- 
ties were not worthy of confidence, and that, 


therefore, a special and permanent Council 


should be created with power to consider all 
Mr. Kashiwada requested 
the Government to explain why a measure so 
much desired by the nation had not been 


educational matters. 


adopted. 


The first Bill on the Order, namely, that 
relating to a Pubfic Undertakings Loan, was 
then submitted to the Honse. It is a very Aga 

oan 


measure containing only three articles. 
of 135,000,000 yen is to be raised in several 


parts, according as need arises, for the purpose 
of improvements on the existing State railways, 
the construction of railways in Hokkaido, the 
creation of a Steel Foundry, the extension of the 
telephone service, the creation of a fund for 
the Tobacco Leaf Monopoly, and the defences 


of the country. The rate of interest is to be 5 
per cent. per annum or less, to be fixed each 
time by the Minister of Finance. 

Baron Tajiri, Government Delegate, explain- 
ed the Bill in a few words, saying that its intro- 
duction had been made necessary by the pre- 
sent state of the finances of the country, ~ 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of g nominated by the President. 


The next Bill, relating tothe Abolition of the 
Regulations for the Tax on the Sale and Pur- 
chase of Cattle and Horses, the Regulations for 
the Tax on Vehicles, the Regulations for the 
‘Tax on Ships, and the Regulations for the Tax 
on Confectionery, was then introduced. The 
abolition of the first mentioned Taxes has 
been deemed advisable by the Government, be- 
cause their yield is small in proportion to the 
expense incurred in collection. The abolition 
of the Tax on Confectionery is considered 
necessary in consequence of the newly proposed 
Trade Tax, which includes a tax on confec- 
tioner’s business. 

The third Bill on the Ocder of the Day was 
next considered. It provides for the amend- 
mem of the existing Regulations aboat the 
Tax on Tobacco. The amendment consists 
in striking out the clauses concerning the tax 
on those engaged in the business; these 
clauses being rendered unnecessary by the new 
Trade Tax. 

The Bill was entrusted to the Special Com- 
mittee charged with the Bill relating to the 
Trade Tax. 

The next Bill, for amending the Regulations 
about the Tax on Soy, is also a necessary con- 
sequence of the new Trade Bill. It was treated 
in the same way as its predecessors. 


The fifth Bill was then submitted. It pro 
vides that imported cotton shall be exempted 
from duty from the rst of April, 1896. It was 
entrusted to a Special Committee of 9, nominated 
by the President. 

The Bill relating to the Treatment of the 
National Banks upon the Expiration of their 
Terms of Operation, which was next put to 
the House, is a measure of considerable im- 
portance. According to its provisions, such 
National Banks as may desire, upon the ex- 
piration of their charters, to continue their 
business as private banks, are to be per- 
mitted to do so, provided that they give due 
notice of their intention to the Minister of 
Finance three months previous to the date of 
the expiration of their charter. Such notice 
is to be accompanied with copies of the resolu- 
tions of their shareholders and also of their 
proposed new constitution. The dissolution 
of National Banks that do not continue as private 
banks is to be conducted in accordance with 
the provisions of the Commercial Code bearing 
on the dissolution and liquidation of joint stock 
companies. By the day of the expiration 
of their charter, the National Banks must 
redeem all their notes; and in case they can- 
not do so, they are to pay to the Govern- 
ment a sum of money equivalent to the 
unredeemed notes. The Bank of Japan is to 


















advance money free of interest to such Banks 
as may require it for the purpose of making thie 
above mentioned payment to the Government, 
and the money thus received is to be laid aside 
by the Government as a fund for the redemp- 


tion of the notes in question. 


According to the Bill relating to the circula- 
tion and Period of Redemption of the Notes of 
National Banks, the last date for the circulation 
of these Notes is to be the gth of December, 
1899. Persons possessing such notes are to 
apply for their redemption to the Government 


at any time during five years, commencing on 
the above mentioned date. 


or by voluntary decision. 


The Bill relating to the Special Treatment of 
the National Banks prior to the Expiration of 
their Terms of Operation, provides that these 
Banks may be converted into private banks 


even before the expiration of their charter. In 
that case, they are to advertise the fact through 
the newspapers, and are bound to discharge 
their obligations to creditors that may so desire, 
within three months from the date of advertise- 
ment. National Banks converted into private 


banks prior to the expiration of their charter 


are also to come under the provisions in the 
sixth Bill on the Order of the Day bearing on 
the redemption of notes by National Banks. 
The last Bill on the Order of the Day pro- 
vides that the notes of National Banks converted 


into private banks before the expiration of their 


charter shall be brought under the provisions 
of Article V. of the Law relating to a special 
mode of dealing with the Fund forthe Redemp- 
tion of the Notes of defunct Banks. 

These Bills relating to the National Banks 
were entrusted en masse to a Special Committee 
of 18, nominated by the President. 

The House rose at 2.35 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 14TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House did not meet. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


3.~—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Redemp- 
tion by Purchase of Public Loan Bonds. 

2.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Special 
Account of the Indemnity. 

§.—First Reading of a Government Hill relating to the Special 
Account of the Temporary War Fund. 

4.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating toan Increase 
of the Fund for Shipbuilding Materials under the Reapective 
Naval Stations. 

s.—Birst Reading of a Government Bill relating to an Increase 
of the Fund for Materials for Use on Government Railways. 

6.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Applica- 
tion of the methods of Advance Payment and Payment by 
Approximation to Cases of Purchases out of the “und for 
Materials for Use on Government Railways. 

7.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Amend- 
ment of Law No. 6, of the 27th Year of Meiji, relating to the 
Determination ol Comparative Railway Lines. 


8.—-First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Amend- 


ment uf the Law of Railway Construction. 


g.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Fn- 


couragement of Navigation. 
so.—tirst Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Ene 
couragement of Ship-building, 


After the usual announcements by the Pre- 
sident, 

The first Bill on the Order, namely, that re- 
lating to the Redemption by Purchase of Public 
Loan Bonds was taken. The Bill provides, in 
the first place, that the Government shall have 
power cach year to purchase, for the purpose of 
redemption, Public Loan Bonds within the 
limits of the sum provided in the Budget for 
disbursement in connection with Public Loans ; 
that the purchase price of the Bonds shall not 
be in excess of their face value; and that, in 
making these purchases, the law relating to 
competitive tender may be dispensed with. 


Baron Tajiri Iwajiro, Government Delegate, 
explained the Bill. He stated it would be 
more profitable for the State to redeem its debts 
by purchasing Bonds when their prices were low 
in the market, than to redeem them by the usual 
method of drawing lots. 

The Bill was entrusted to a special committee 
of 9, nominated by the President. 

The next Bill, relating to the Special Account 
of the Indemnity, was then read. According to 
this Bill, the accounts concerning the War In- 
demnity and interest accruing on it, are to be 
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These provisions 
are not to apply to the notes of National Banks 
that have been closed before the expiration of 
their charter either by the Government’s order 





kept independently of the general Revenue and 
Expenditure. The Indemnity may be preserved 
iu the form of either gold or silver bullion or 
public consols, the business of exchange in 
these instances being entrusted to the Bank of 
Japan. To suit the convenience of the Treasury, 
its obligations to the Bank of Japan may be 
discharged with gold bullion; while the Bank 
of Japan may settle its account with the Treasury 
by convertible notes issued on the security of 
the above mentioned gold bullion, the rate of 
interest to be determined by the Minister of 
Finance. Another article provides that a 
Special Estimate of Income and Expenditure 
about the War Indemnity shall be introduced 
into the Diet each year together with the Gene- 
ral Budget. 


Mr. Matsuo Shinzen, Government Delegate, 
explained the Bill in a few words, stating that, 
as the war indemnity and the interest accruing 
from it were to be used for some specified pur- 
poses, it seemed advisable to separate their 
accounts from the general finance. 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mitte of 9, nominated by the President. 

The next Bill related to the Special Account 
of the Temporary War Fund. The principal 
provisions of the Bill are that the Special Ac- 
count of the Temporary War Fund is to be 
closed on the 3rst of March next; that in case 
of undertakings paid out of the Temporay War 
Fund are not completed by the above mentioued 
date, as well as in case of already fixed disburse- 
ments not being concluded by the same date, 
the remaining sums on such accounts shall be 
transferred to the general finance ; that any sur- 
plus arising out of the Temporary War Fund is 
to be paid over to the account of the general 
finance; and that business affairs relating to 
the Special Account of the Temporary War 
Fund shall be completely settled by the 31st of 
March, 1897. 


The Bill was not explained by any of the 
Government Delegates, probably as being too 
simple to require exposition. It was entrusted 
to a Special Committee of 9, nominated by the 
President. 

The next Bill on the Order related to an In- 
crease of the Fund for Shipbuilding Material 
atthe Respective Naval Stations. It provides 
thata sum of 1,455,534 yen 28 sen 4 rin shall 


be added to the Fund in question, spread over 
a number of years commencing with the coming 


fiscal year. 

Baron Vice-Admiral Ito, Vice Minister of the 
Navy, explained the Bill. Hitherto, the ex- 
penses connected with the purchase of materials 
for the construction or repair of warships had 
been defrayed out of the Construction Fund 
provided for Yokosuka and Onohama dock- 


yards. But the augmentation of the Navy neces- 


sitated a corresponding increase in this item. 
The sums to be defrayed out of the increased 
Fund are to be fixed each year by the Budget. 

The Bill was entrusted to a special committee 
of g, nominated by the President. 

The fifth and sixth Bills on the Order being 
of similar character, were put to the House 
simultaneously. The former Bill provides that 
a sum of 250,000 yen shall be added in the 
29th fiscal year to the Fund for Materials to be 
used on Government Railways. The other Bill 
provides that, in the case of purchases made 
out of the above mentioned Fund, the methods 
of advance payment by approximation, may be 
resorted to. 

Mr. Shirane Senichi, Minister of Communi- 
cations, briefly explained the reasons why these 
Bills are required. As to the proposed increase 
of the Fund for Railway Materials, it was ne- 
cessitated by the steady growth of the mileage 
of Government lines. The other measure was 
necessary in order to facilitate financial transac- 
tions connected with the purchase of materials. 

These Bills were entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 18, nominated by the President. 

The seventh and eighth Bills on the Order 
being closely related to each other, were taken 
together. The amendment proposed by the 
former Bill consists in replacing the expression 
“ Hachi-woji in Tokyo Fu” by “ Kanagawa in 
Kanagawa Ken.” The amendments contem- 
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plated by the other Bill are (1) the transfer of 
the eastern terminus of the Central Line (Hachi- 
woji to Nagoya) to Kanagawa; (2) the con- 
struction of a branch line from Tajimi on the 
same road to Gifu on the Tokaido road ; (3) the 
construction of another branch either from 
Tajimi or from Matsumoto in Nagano Ken to 
Toyama in Toyama Ken, by way of Takayama 
in Gifu Ken, and (4) the increase of the amount 
of the Railway Loan (69,000,000 yen) to 
68,000,000 yen. 

Mr. Shirane Senichi, Minister of Communica- 
tions, explained these Bills. The amendment 
in Law No. 6 of the 27th year of Messi was a 
necessary consequence of the transfer of the 
eastern terminus of the Central Line to Kana- 
gawa. With regard to the Bill relating to the 
Amendment of the Law of Railway Construc- 
tion, Mr. Shirane stated that the proposed ex- 
tension of the terminus from Hachi-woji to 
Kanagawa was rendered necessary in order to 
avoid the inconvenience of having Govern. 
ment lines intercepted by a_ private line. 
The line between Tokyo and Hachi-woji 
is worked by a private company. Hence it 
was deemed necessary to extend the Central 
Line as far as Kanagawa, thereby bringing 
the line into direct connection with the To- 
kaido line at both ends. Asto the Tajimi- 
Gifu’ branch, its construction was deemed 
advisable, as the line would  consider- 
ably shorten the distance between Kanagawa 
and Kyoto. In fact, the line starting from 
Shimbashi, and deflecting to the right from 
Kanagawa to Hachi-woji, and thence passing, 
over the above mentioned branch, to Gifu, and 
for the rest of the way following the Tokaido 
line as far as Kyoto, would ultimately become 
the central Trunk Line of the country. The 
branch to Toyama was necessary to effect con- 
nection between the Central and the Hokuriku 
lines. The increase of yen 8,000,000 to the 
Railway Loan was an inevitable result of the 
later surveys of the lines to be built during the 
first construction period. 

The Bills were entrusted to the same Com. 
inittee as the preceding two Bills. 

The ninth and tenth Bills on the Order were 
also taken together. The general features of 
the Bill relating to the Encouragement of Navi- 
gation are these :—A steel or iron ship of 1,000 
tous displacement or upwards, flying the Japan- 
ese flag, owned by a Japanese “subject or by a 
company of which the partners or shareholders 
are exclusively Japanese, and plying between 
Japan and a foreign country or between dif- 
ferent foreign ports, is to be entitled to ‘en. 
couragement money” according to a scale 
provided in the Bill. The scale is as fol- 
lows :—25 sez per 1,000 nautical miles per 
ton fora ship of 1,000 tons displacement with 
a maximum speed of 10 knots; 10 per 
cent. increase for every additional 500 tons 
in displacement ; 20 per cent. increase for 
every additional 1 knotin maximum speed ; and 
in the case of ships above 6,500 tons displace- 
ment with a maximum speed of 18 knots, the 
encouragement money is to be given at the 
uniforin rate applicable to a ship of 6,000 tons 
displacement with a maximum speed of 17 
knots. The encouragement money is to be 
given in full amount to ships during five years 
after the date of their construction ; and after 
five years 5 per cent. is to be reduced every 
year. The obligations laid on the owner or 
owners of a ship benefiting under this enact- 
ment, are: (1) thatthe ship can, upon payment 
of a suitable sum of money, be requisitioned for 
public purposes, by order of the Minister of 
Communications; (2) that the ship shall 
carry at its Own expense a number of navi- 
gating cadets, the number being 2 when 
the tonnage is between 1,000 and 2,500 tons, 
3 when between 2,500 and 4,000 tons, and 
4 when over 4,000 tons; (3) that the owner 
or Owners may not employ a foreigner either 
in Office or on board ship unless by the per- 
mission of the Minister of Communications; 
(4) thatthe ship must carry free of charge not 
only the Imperial mail but post-office officials ; 
and (5) thatthe ship, not only during the period 
of teceiving encouragement money, but also dur- 


ing five years afterwards, may not be sold, char- 
lered, exchanged, given as a present, or mort- 
gaged to a foreigner or foreigners, unless 
with the special permission of the Mini- 
ster of Communications, or on paying back 
to the Government the aid received. The 
following ships are to be excluded from 
the benefit of this enactment :—(1) Ships 
registered as Japanese after the coming 
into operation of this Law and being five years 
old, dating from construction ; (2) ships of an 
age of fifteen years or upwards, dating from 
their construction; and (3) ships used on a 
route under the special orders of the Govern- 
ment. This law is to be carried out from the 
1st of October, 1896. 


The Bill for the Encouragement of Ship- 
building applies to iron or steel ships of 1,000 
tons displacement and upwards, constructed 
under the supervision of the Ministry of Com- 
munications by a Japanese subject, or by a 
company of which the partners or shareholders 
are exclusively Japanese. The rate of en- 
couragement money is 20 yen per ton for the 
hull of the ship, with an additional § yen foreach 
unit of horse-power, in case the engines are 
also thusconstructed. In the construction of a 
ship built under the provisions of this law, no fo- 
reign material except that specified by the 
Minister of Communications isto beused. The 
law is to come into force from the rst of October, 
1896, to remain in operation for twenty years. 

Mr. Shirane Senichi, Minister of Communi- 
cations, explaining these Bills, spoke at some 
length, especially in connection with the former 
Bill. Hereviewed the development of the mari- 
time fleet during the present era, and observed 
with satisfaction the extraordinary development 
that had taken place during the past twenty 
years. Wonderful as that development had been, 
His Excellency felt that still greater progress 
must be achieved in this field, if Japan wanted 
to take a position among the maritime Powers 
of the world. He farther stated that the Bill, 
as well as the one relating to the Encourage- 
ment of Shipbuilding, had been drawn up by 
the Government on lines suggested in Re- 
presentations voted by the House cast session. 

His Excellency also referred to the Shipbuild- 
ing Bill, briefly dwelling on the supreme im- 
portance of the measure. 

After some questions by the members had 
been answered by Mr. Sato Hideaki, Govern- 
ment Delegate, these two Bills were entrusted 
to a Special Committee of 9, nominated by the 
President. 

After the reading of the Order of the Day for 
the next meeting, 

The House rose al 2.27 p.m. 


—_—— — —_—___—— 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY I5TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House did not meet. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.17 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z.—Imperia!l Ordinance No. ge of the #8th Year of Meiji (for 
which post facto approval is sought by the Government. 

2.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to Pensions, 
Relief for Families, of Military Justices (Rij). 

3.—Report of the Chairman of the Special Committee on the 
Representations to the Government for appropriating a part 
of the War Indemnity as a Common Education Fund. 

4-—First Reading of a Bill introduced by Mr. Mochisuki Unai 
relating to the Amendment of the Law of Railway Con- 
struction, 


After the usual announcements by the Pre- 
sident, 

The first measure on the Order was taken. 
It was an application from the Government for 
the House’s post facto approbation of Imperial 
Ordinance No. 92, of the 28th year of Messi 
(1895), relating to the Establishment of Tem- 
porary Courts Martial and the Operation of the 
Military Criminal Code within the Districts 
under the jurisdiction of such Courts. The 
Ordinance empowers the Government to esta- 
blish Temporary Courts Martial attached to a 
special corps, or a special military office, creat- 
ed in time of war or emergency, such a court 
to have jurisdiction over not only the troops 
but also the civilians within the district under 
the control or occupation of the office or 
corps to which it is attached. 
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Colonel Takenouchi Seisaku, Government 
Delegate, explained the reasons why the issue 
of this Ordinance had been necessitated, and 
also why its continuance in force was desirable. 
He pointed out that the Military Criminal Code 
did not contain any provisions applicable to the 
temporary military offices or corps unavoidably 
established during the war with China, and 
that, consequently, it had been necessary to 
remedy the defect by means of an Urgency 
Ordinance. The Ordinance had been in force 
in Liaotung while that district was under Japan- 
ese occupation. It was still in force at Weihai- 
wei and in Formosa. Not only was it necessary 
to secure its further operation in those localities, 
but the Ordinance would be essential in case 
of any fulure war or emergency. 

The measure was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 9, nominated by the President. 


The next Bill, relating to Pensions and Re- 
lief for the Families of Military Justices, was 
then submitted. It is simple measure, having 
for ils object to remove some technical ambi- 
guities in the existing Law of Pensions for 
retiring Civil Officials and Relief for their 
Families in the event of their death, so that the 
Law may become applicable to the case of 
Military Justices (Ayr). 

After a brief explanation by Colonel Take- 
nouchi Seisaku, the Bill was entrusted to a 
Special Committee of 9, nominated by the 
President. 

Mr. Ebara Soroku (Liberal) then ascended 
the rostrum to lay his report before the House, 
as Chairman of the Special Committee charged 
with the duty of examiniug the Representa- 
tions for appropriating a part of the war in- 
demnity as a common education fund. There 
were two Representations on this subject, one 
introduced by Mr. Ando Kokan and six others, 
and the other by Mr. Komuro Shigehiro and 
eight others. ‘The Committee had carefully 
considered the two Representations, and by 
combining what seemed to them the best features 
of both, had prepared a fresh Representation 
which, in point of language, was based ptinci- 
pally on that introduced by Mr. Komuro. The 
Representation thug drawn up by the Committee 
recommended the Government to prepare and 
introduce, at an early opportunity, a Bill appro- 
priating aboutone-tenth of theindemnity received 
from China as a common education fund for 
distribution among the public primary schools 
throughout the country. Mr. Ebara observed 
that the proposed measure was of great import- 
ance. At present the local communes were, in 
most cases, financially incapable of maintaining 
their common schools in a state of such effici- 
ency and excellence as was desirable. The 
school buildings were poor in construction and 
small in dimensions, while the number of 
teachers was lamentably insufficient. The State 
seemed bound, in a sense, to set apart a portion 
of the war indemnity for the purpose of remedy- 
ing this condition of affairs. During the recent 
war, the success achieved was lo some extent the 
fruit of the new educational system. The in- 
habitants of every local commune had vied 
with each other in contributing money and labour 
to assist the families of the soldiers fighting 
abroad. The sums thus voluntarily spent by 
the people could scarcely be less than from 25 
to 30 million yes. It was therefore most proper 
that one-tenth (namely, about 30 million yen) 
of the indemnity should be distributed among 
the communal primary schools throughout the 
country. 


Mr. Otake Kanichi (O¢e Club) introduced an 
urgency motion that the discussion of the 
subject be postponed until the presentation 
of the Budget Committee’s Report. The 
problem of employing the war indemnity was 
one of great importance’ and difficulty. He 
thought that the House should be placed in 
possession of fuller financial information before 
it proceeded to record its opinion about such a 
large part of the indemnity. 

Cries of ‘ Sensei! sanseé!" (approved, ap- 
proved), were heard from different parts of the 
House, and the motion seemed to be in gene- 
ral favour. But on being put to the House, it 
was defeated by a large majority. 
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Mc. Kawashima Jun (Independent Opposi- 
tion) spoke against the proposed Representa- 
tion. One of the original Representations had 
been introduced by the Opposition members ; 
and they were severely criticised by the speaker 
for their inconsistency. Had they not in- 
sisted on the introduction of the recent anti- 
Cabinet Address at the very commence- 
ment of the session on the ground that they 
were unwilling to conduct legislative business 
undera Ministry in which they could place no 
confidence? Yet they had almost simultane- 
ously introduced a Representation requesting 
that very Government to elaborate and introduce 
a Bill on the important subject now under 
consideration. He believed that the measure 
would pass, for it was supported both by the 
Liberals and the majority of the Opposition, 
but he could not help warning the House 
against the serious blunder that it was about to 
perpetrate. He raised his voice emphatically 
against the measure, for the war indemnity 


could not properly be applied to such a purpose. | 


The indemnity ought to be used exclusively for 
the completion of the country’s Military and 
Naval equipment, for pensions and grants to 
officers and men thathad fought in the war, for 
aiding the families of those that had fallen, and 
forthe redemption of the debts contracted in 
connection with the war. Should there remain 
any surplus, it ought to be set aside as a war 
fund. The proposed step was very popular 
with the House, simply because it provided a 
tich present for the constituencies. If the local 
self-governing communes were short of funds 
for educational purposes, the fault rested with 
the communes themselves, whose incapacity in 
the management of their finances was alone 
responsible. 


Mr. Komuro Shigehiro (Liberal) supported 
the Representation. He stated that the increase 
of the country’s armament and the development 
of its resources were the (wo most important 
measures under the circumstances of the time. 
Nobody could deny that. But was it not also 
important to provide means of also fitting 
the rising generation for the great career 
of political and industrial progress lying before 
it?) The money contributed by the State for the 
promotion of general education in this country 
was comparatively far less than the correspond- 
ing expenditures in most European countries. 
The great desideratum for Japan was not to 
elevate the standard of collegiate education, but 
to encourage the extension of general education. 
The appropriation of one-tenth of the indemnity 
for the latter purpose would not, in his opinion, 
be at all out of due proportion: 


Mr. Taguchi Ukichi (Financial Reformist) 
opposed the Representation. He had supported 
Mr. Otake’s motion for the postponing of the 
discussion to a future date, for he hoped that by 
that time the House would have become con- 
vinced of the unwisdom of the course recommend- 
ed. The financial position of the country after 
the war was one of serious difficulty. It might 
be supposed that the indemnity obtained from 
China would enable Japan easily to tide over 
her pecuniary embarrassments. But that would 
be a grave mistake. The expenditures required 
for the increase of the Army and Navy during 
the coming fiscal year were not very large, but 
the sum would grow each year until an enor- 
mous amount would be required annually for 
the maintenance of the services. Where was 
the money to come from? The new Taxation 
Bills now under consideration by Committees 
were very incomplete, and it was impossible to 
place any reliance upon the revenue from these 
sources as estimated by the Government. Thus 
while a large increase of Expenditure was 
sure and unavoidable, the methods for secur- 
ing a corresponding increase of Revenue were 
uncertain and untrustworthy. Under these cir- 
cumstances, it was obviously unwise to take 
any rash step with regard to the employment of 
the war indemnity. If, after having decided 
upon the carrying out of the proposed measure, 
it should be discovered that the new Taxes were 
incapable of yielding the expected amount of 
revenue, the Diet must find itself face to face 

with the disagreeable necessity of still further 
























adding to the people’s burdens. Unless the 
greatest possible care were used in dealing with 
the present financial situation, Mr. Taguchi 
feared that grave economical disasters would 
ensue. He was perfectly aware of the importance 
of promoting primary education. But he could 
not see any room to devote a portion of the in- 
demnity to that purpose. Moreover, it was not 
quite certain that the indemnity would be re- 
gularly paid by China, and, finally, fluctuations 
in exchange might seriously lessen the silver 
value of the indemnity. In short, the proposed 
measure, from every point of view, seemed 
unwise and ill-considered. 

Mr. Kudo Kokan (Constitutional Reformist) 
spoke in support of the Representation. He 
thought that Mr. Kawashima had no warrant for 
saying that the measure was popular because it 
provided a welcome present to the constiluen- 
cies, and he dilated, at some length, upon the 
importance of common education. 

The closure having been put and voted, 

An amendment in the wording of the Repre- 
sentation, proposed by Mr. Yoshimoto Eikichi, 
was put, but defeated by a large majority. 

The Representation as reported by the Special 
Committee was then submitted and passed. 

The last Bill on the Order was then taken. 
It provides for some amendments in the Law 
of Railway Construction; namely, that most of 
the lines at present included among those of the 
Second Construction Period be promoted to the 
First Construction Period. : 

Mr. Mochizuki Unai (Neutral), the introducer 
of the Bill, explained the proposed amendments. 
The times had changed since 1892 when the 
Law of Railway Construction was enacted. 
Lines considered in those days of secondary 
importance had now become urgently necessary. 

After some questions had been put to Mr. 
Mochizuki and a Government Delegate, and 
answered, the Bill was entrusted to the Special 
Committee already in charge of the Govern- 
ment Railway Bills. 

The House rose at 3.15 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 16TH. 
HOUSE OF PRERS. 


The House met at 10.40 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


x.—Second Reading of Government Bill seeking postefacte as- 
sent to Imperial Ordinance No. 144, of the #8th year of 
Meiji. 

oti Reading of Government Bill relating to the Practical 
Probationary Period of Judicial Officials. ; 

g.— Representation for the Establishment of a School of Foreign 
Languages. 


4-—Representation for the Construction o£aShrive in Formosa 
out of the Public Funds. 


Count Shimadzu, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that the Committee was 
unanimously in favour of approving Imperial 
Ordinance No. 144, of the 28th year of Afes/i, 
with reference to restricting the passage of 
Japanese subjects to Formosa. 

In answer to Viscount Soga, the Minister of 
State for Home Affairs explained that the 
‘‘ Local Head Officials” referred to in the Or- 
dinance (Chthu-chokwan), as being competent 
to give permits for passages to Korea, included 
both Governors and District Headmen. 

Immediately afterwards, Mr. Matsuoka, Vice- 
Minister of Home Affairs and Government 
Delegate, entered the House. Viscount Soga 
addressed the same question to him, and re- 
ceived the reply that Governors only were de- 
signated by the term Chiho-chokwan. 

Viscount Soga desired to know&which reply 
should be credited. Considering the Minister’s 
position, his version should be conclusive, bat 
considering that Mr. Matsuoka was the Govern- 
ment Delegate, his information should be final. 

Mr. Matsumoto explained that while the 
Heads of Districts would have charge of ap- 
plications, the signature of the Governor was 
essential, 

The Bill was put and passed. 

The Minister of State for Justice introduced 
the next Bill. He explained that, as things now 
stood, only three Judicial Probationers would 
complete their term of Court practice during 
the first half of the present year. In August 
and September 74 would become available, but 
their examination would involve a month’s 
delay, and it would consequently be necessary 
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to fill the vacancies on the Bench by recourse 
to barristers. In 1897, only 44 Probationers 
would be forthcoming, and in 1898, 31. In 
these two years also, barristers must be raised 
to the Bench. It was found very difficult, how- 
ever, to procure a number of properly qualified 
persons from among the barristers, and the Go- 
vernment therefore proposed that the period of 
three years’ probation, provided by the Law of 
Organization of the Law Courts, should be re- 
duced a year and a half, so that the vacancies 
among the Judges and Public Procurators might 
be filled up. The Bill had already been twice 
before the Diet. On the first occasion it had 
passed the House of Peers and reached the 
Representatives just before the dissolution of 
the latter. On the second occasion, last session, 
it had been thrown out by the Peers. If it 
again failed to become law, the Government 
would be much embarrassed in the development 
of the judicial system. In answer to Mr. 
Kubota Yuzuru, His Excellency admitted 
that insufficient salaries had probably quite as 
much to do with the difficulty of filling up the 
judicial ranks as had the length of the proba- 
tionary period. The question of salary was 
now under consideration by the Government. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of g, nominated by the President. 

Mr. Kato Hiroyuki, introduced the Repre- 
sentation standing next on the Order. In 
consequence of Japan’s successes in war, her 
foreign intercourse had greatly expanded or 
must continue to expand. In the fields of 
diplomacy, commerce, science, and so forth, 
there would be an ever-increasing demand for 
men versed in foreign languages. Yet not a 
single school in the Empire, whether public or 
private, made the study of foreign languages a 
specialty. Under the circumstances, it seemed 
essential that the Government should remedy 
this deficiency by establishing a school for the 
study of English, French, German, and Rus- 
sian, and also of Italian, Spanish, Chinese, and 
Korean. The Representation urged that a 
supplementary budget, providing funds for that 
purpose, should be at once prepared by the 
Government and introduced in the present 
session. From 1873 to 1885 the Government 
had maintained and supported such schools, 
but from the latter year they had been abolished, 
and private enterprise alone had been depended 
on, with the result that owing to want of funds, 
the private schools too had been gradually 
closed, or had entirely subordinated the study 
of languages to other branches of learning. The 
speaker dwelt on the visible expansion of Japan’s 
foreign intercourse in all directions, and on the 
numerous causes that must hereafter operate to 
expand it still further, and called upon the 
House to support the Representation. 

Mr. Kubota Yuzuru, while approving the 
Representation, moved that it be handed toa 
Special Committee for investigation. Not only 
had the Government abolished the schools of 
language in 1885, but it had also shown great 
indifference as to the fate of the graduates of 
those schools, so that many of them had become 
hall-porters in the houses of high officials. It 
would be well to provide against a recurrence 
of such improprieties, and he therefore thought 
that full deliberation was essential. 

The Vice-Minister of Education, in answer 
to a question, said that the Government approv- 
ed the idea embodied in the Representation, 
but was not yet prepared to speak as to the way 
of carrying it out. 

The House refused to submit the Represent- 
ation to a Committee and passed it at once, 

Mr. Negishi Buko introduced the next Re- 
presentation for erecting in Formosa a Shrine 
to the memory of the late H.I.H. Prince Yoshi- 
hisa (Kitashirakawa). He dwelt at length on 
the merits and brave deeds of the Prince, and 
urged that the people desired to have some 
place to pay homage to his memory in the land 
where his great services had been performed. 

The Honse passed the Representation and 
rose at 1.30 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 


The House met at 1.13 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
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z.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Indus- 
trial Bank of Japan. 

a.—iirst Reading «f a Government Bill relating to Agricultural 
and Manufactural Banks. 

g-—First leading of a Government Bill relating to Aid to Agri- 
cultural and Manufactural Manks. 

4—~Representativn to the Government, introduced by Mr. 
Kashiwada Moribumi, for the Establishment of a l'oreign 
Languages School. 

5.—First Reading of a Bill, introduced by Mr. Tsubota Nihei 
and three others, relating to Alterations in the Jurisdiction 
of District Courts. 


After the usual announcements by the Presi- 
dent, the Order of the Day was about to be 
proceeded, when 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, Chairman of the Budget 
Committee, rose and asked leave to introduce 
an urgency motion. Proceeding to the rostrum, 
he stated that the motion related to an al- 
teration of the Order of the Day for the purpose 
of discussing at once a Supplementary Budget 
concerning the expense of constructing tem. 
porary buildings for Law Courts at Osaka, in 
lieu of those recently destroyed by fire. It being 
necessary to begin with the work immediately, 
the Government had requested the Budget Com- 
Mittee to examine the items and report to the 
Honse with the greatest possible despatch. 
The Committee had approved the sum re- 
quested (6,000 yen), and the House was now 
asked to change the Order and consider the 
matter at once. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to, and 
the Supplementary Budget was passed without! 
debate. 

The first measure on the Order, namely, a 
Government Bill relating to an Industrial Bank 
of Japan, was then taken. The Bill is lengthy, 
containing no less than sixty-four articles, 
divided into eight Chapters. Chapter I. is head- 
ed ‘General Rules.” It is there provides that 
the Industrial Bank of Japan shall be a joint- 
stock affair, its head office in Tokyo, having for 
its object the lending of capital for purposes of 
improving agriculture and manufactures. The 
capital is ta be 10,000.000 yen, divided into 
50,000 shares of 200 yen each ; but subject to the 
approbation of the Government, the amount of 
the capital may be increased by the decision of 
a general meeting of shareholders. Its period 
of existence is to be 100 years, capable of 
being prolonged, with the permission of the 
Government, by the decision of a general meet- 
ing of shareholders. 

Chapter II. deals with the Responsible Offi- 
cials of the Bank. They are a President, a Vice- 
President, three or more Directors, and three or 
more Auditors. The President and Vice-Pre- 
sident are to be appointed for a term of five 
years by the Government, from among share- 
holders possessing 100 or more shares. The 

. Directors are to be appointed by the Govern- 
ment for a similar term out of candidates(double 
of the number of Directors)nominated at a gene- 
ral meeting from among shareholders possessing 
50 ormore shares. The Auditors are to be elect- 
ed at a general meeting of shareholders for aterm 
of three years from among sharebolders possess- 
ing 30 or more shares. In every case, the same 
person may be appointed or elected to the same 
post any number of times. The possession of 
shares as a qualification for the appointment or 
election to these posts, must have lasted without 
interruption for 60 days previous to the date of 
appointment or election. The President, Vice- 
President, and Directors are not to engage in 
any other business, without the permission of 
the Minister of State concerned. 

Chapter III. relates to the General Meetings 
of Shareholders, and may be briefly described. 
Ordinary General Meetings of Shareholders 
are to be convened twice a year at dates 
specified in the Constitution of the Bank. 
Extraordinary General Meetings may be con- 
vened at any time by the President, either at his 
own discretion or on the request of Auditors or 
shareholders whose combined shares constitute 
at least one-fifth of the total shares of the Bank. 
The votes of shareholders shall be at the rate of 
I per 10 shares, with 1 vote for every additional 
50 shares. Voting by proxy is admitted, but 
holders of proxies must be shareholders. 

Chapter IV. is devoted to the Business Qpera- 
tions. The principal business operations are to 
consist in making advances on the securily of 
real estate and promise of payment by equal 
annual installments spread over a period not 







exceeding 50 years. The Bank may also, on 
the security of real estate, gold or silver bullion, 
or Public Bonds, make advances on condition 
of payment at a specified date not more distant 
than § years, provided that the aggregate amount 
of money employed in this manner does not ex- 
ceed one-tenth of the aggregate sum advanced 
on the system of repayment by annual install- 
ments. Advances may be made to a City, 
Prefecture, District, Municipality, ‘Town, Divi- 
sion, or any public body without security. The 
amount of advances allowed on the security of 
real estate must not be more than two-thirds of 
the value of the real estate as appraised by the 
Bank. Advances allowed on the annual-install- 
ment system are al first to Jie stationary for a 
certain interval of time, not less than t year and 
not more than 5 years, during which interest 
alone is to be paid; after that, both principal 
and interest are to be paid in equal and un- 
changeable yearly installments for the rest of 
the term. The debtor has of course the 
liberty of discharging a partor the whole of 
his obligations at any time previous to the 
originally contracted date, but will in that case 
be liable for the payment of a fee. In the 
event of a debtor's being remiss in the payment 
of installments, the Bank may call upon him to 
discharge the whole of his debt even before the 
originally arranged date, Beside the above 
inentioned operations, the Bank may invest its 
maney in the purchase of Credit Bonds of the 
Agricultural and Manufactural Banks (to be 
described presently); may undertake the custody 
of gald or silver bullion or Bonds: and, when 
there is any surplus capital, may either purchase 
the Public Bonds with it or deposit it in the 
Bank of Japan. 

Chapter V. contains provisions relating to 
Credit Bonds. The Industrial Bank of Japan 
may, when at least one-fourth of its capi- 
tal shall have been paid up, issue Credit 
Bonds (Sai-en) within the limit of ten times the 
amount of the paid-up capital. Inno case shall 
the amount of the Credit Bonds exceed the ag- 


gregate amount of the advances made on the 
installment System and of tho money invested in 


the form of Credit Bonds of the Agricultural 
and Manufactural Banks. ‘he Credit Bonds 
are to be issued at the face value of 50 yen or 
upwards each, bearing interest at arate not 
specified. In proportion to the decrease in the 
amount of the advance made on the installment 
system, and to the redemption of the Credit 
Bonds of the Agricultural and Manufactural 
Banks in its possession, the Industrial Bank 
of Japan is to redeem its Credit Bonds at least 
twice a year by drawing lots. On redemption, 
a bond may be given to the holder of the 
Bonds. Interest on Credit Bonds is to be paid 
twice a year at specified dates. 


Chapter VI. relates to Reserves. The Bank 
is to set apart every year 8 per cent. or upwards 
of its profits as a fund for the diminution of its 
capital, and 2 per cent. or upwards as a reserve 
for the equalization of dividends. 


Chapter VII. regulates the relations between 
the Bank and the Government. The Minister 
of State concerned is to exercise general control 
over the business operations of the Bank. - His 
approval must be obtained, when any change is 
made in the Constitution of the Bank; when a 
branch or agency is to be established ; when 
a dividend is to declared to shareholders ; 
when the maximum rate of interest on ad- 
vances is to he fixed at the commence- 
ment of each business year; and when Credit 
Bonds are to be issued. He will also have 
the right to order the establishment of a branch 
or agency, whenever he deems such a step 
necessary; to stop such business operations 
of the Bank as may be deemed illegal or pre- 
judicial to public interests; to demand reports 
of the Bank on its business condition; to im- 
pose, when necessary, restrictions upon the 
amount and method of advances. Besides this 
general control, the said Minister of State is to 
appoint a special functionary charged with 
supervision over the Bank, and empowered at 
any time to inspect the vaults, safes, and books, 
to demand reports, and to attend General 
Meetings of Shareholders, though possessing no 
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vole. During the first ten years, the Bank isto be 
entitled to a Government guarantee raising its 
profit to 5 per cent. per annum on the paid-up 
capital. 

Chapter VIII. contains Punitive Rules. A 
fine ranging between 20 and 200 yen is to be 
imposed, by order of a properly constituted 
Court of Law, upon the President and also 
upon the Vice-President and Directors, when 
they are concerned, in case the operations of 
the Bank are conducted—in a manner contrary 
to this law. 

Supplementary Rules deal with the organiza- 
tion of the Bank. An Organization Committee 
is to beappointed by the Government, lo conduct 
all affairs connected with the framing of the 
constitution and the subscription of shares. On 
the completion of the subscription of shares, the 
Committee is to seek the Government's permis- 
sion for the establishment of the Bank, and 
having received such permission, isto hand over 
its papers to the President, who shall have then 
been appointed by the Government. For the 
first term of service, the President, the Vice- 
President, the Directors and the Auditors shall 
be appointed by the Government, for three years. 
Such are the general features of the Bill. 


Viscount Watanabe, Minister of Finance, 
introducing the Bill, stated that when speaking 
on the Budget a few days ago, he had referred 
to this Bill as well as the two others following 
it on the Order, and that, therefore, it was not 
necessary for him now to dwell on the subject 
atany length, Three kinds of banking cor- 
porations were necessary, namely: first, those 
facilitating commercial transactions; secondly, 
those supplying capital for agricultural and 
manufacturing purposes; and thirdly, those prin- 
cipally concerned with savings deposits. The 
first and third kinds had already been establish- 
ed, but he regretted that those of the second 
class had not yet been brought into existence. 
Their necessity had long been recognized by 
the Government. Measures had been com. 
pleted and sanctioned by the Emperor before 
the 8th session of the Diet was opened. Bur 
the country being then engaged in a foreign 
war, it was judged unadvisable to submit any 
such proposals to the Diet. Now that peace 
had been restored and a period of economic 
war had been inaugurated, it was high time to 
carry out the projects submitted that day to the 
House. Viscount Watanabe then briefly de- 
scribed these projects. As the subject was 
one of great importance, he hoped that the 
Honse would bestow careful consideration on 
these Bills. 


Mr. Soyeda Juichi, Government Delegate, 
replied concisely and clearly to questicus asked 
by several members about doubtful points in the 
Bill before the House. 

It was entrusted to a Special Committee of 
27, nominated by the President. 


The second Bill on the Order, relating to 
Agricultural and Manufactural Banks, was then 
submitted. These Banks are to bear to the In- 
dustrial Bank of Japan a relation resembling 
than borne by the different National Banks to the 
Bank of Japan. One Agricultural and Manu- 
factural Bank is to be established in Hokkaido, 
and one in each city and prefecture, to carry 
on the business of lending money on the 
security of real estate in the locality. The capital 
of such a bank is to be at least 200,000 yen, 
and the face value of a share is to be 20 yen. 
These banks are (o be established by the volun- 
tary efforts of the people of the respective locali- 
ties. Only persons living in the localities are 
to be allowed to become shareholders of the 
Banks. The business operations of an Agri- 
cultural and Manufactural Bank are as follow: 
—(1) Advances on the installment system for a 
period of not more than 30 years, on the security 
of real estate; (2) discounting bills of exchange 
for agriculturists and manufacturers, in connec- 
tion with the sale or purchase of their own pfo- 
duce or manufacturers on the bypothecation of 
their own produce or manufactures; and (4) 
advance of money on the principal of joint re- 
sponsibility to twenty or more agriculturists or 
manufacturers, without any security, and on 
condition of payment at a date not more distant 
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than 5 years. ‘The advances specified under 
the first and fourth headings may be made only 
when the money is to be employed for various 
specified purposes connected with agricultural 
or manufactural improvements and extension, 
An Agricultural and Manufactural Bank may 
also receive time deposits, undertake the 
custody of gold or silver bullion and bonds, 
and, when there is a surplus, may employ it for 
the purchase of Public Loan Bouds and Credit 
Bonds of the Industrial Bank of Japan, or 
deposit it in other banks. An Agricultural Bank 
may act as the agency of the Industrial Bank 
of Japan. 

An Agricultural and Manufactural Bank is 
to have the privilege, when one-fourth of its 
capital has been paid up, to issue Credit Bonds 
within the limit of five times the amount of its 
paid-up capital. The rules about these Bonds 
are, on the whole, the same as those applicable to 
the Credit Bonds of the Industrial Bank of Japan. 


The provisions relating to the Reserve, con- 
trol by the Government, and punishments, are 
essentially the same as those to the Industrial 
Bank of Japan. 

After numerous questions about the Bill had 
been satisfactorily answered by Mr. Soyeda, 
Government Delegate, 

It was entrusted to the same Committee as the 
preceding Bill. 

The next Bill on the Order related to Aid to 

Agricultural and Manufactural Banks. A sum 
of 10,000,000 yen is to be divided among 
different Local Governments, approximately in 
the proportion 70 yen per 100 cho (250 acres 
of land under cultivation in each locality, as a 
fund for subscribing the shares of the respec- 
tive Agricultural and Manufactural Banks, But 
in no case shall the amount for a single locality 
exceed 300,000 yen, OF one-third of the paid- 
up capital of the Bank in that locality. With 
respect to Hokkaido and Okinawa (Ryukyu), a 
sum of fixed aid—z25,000 yen or less for the 
former, and 5,000 yen or less for the latter—is 
10 be given per annum during the firstten years. 
In the case of these two localities the respective 
sums are to be handed direct to the Banks as 
aids pure and simple. In the case of the 
Banks in Cities and Prefectures, they are to 
be exempt during the first five years, from 
the payment of any dividend on the shares sub- 
scribed by the respective City or Prefectural 
Government out of the subscription fund men- 
tioned above. During the next five years, the 
dividends on these shares are to be included in 
the Reserva of each Bank. From the eleventh 
year, dividends are to he paid on the shares. 
On the expiration of the first ten years, the 
shares held by the City or Prefectural Govern- 
ment may, subject to the approval of the Mini- 
sters of Home Affairs and of Finance, be trans- 
ferred to the possession of the municipalities, 
towns, and villages in the respective localities, 
in accordance with a decision of the Local 
Assembly. 

The Bill was entrusted to the same Com 
mittee as the preceding two. 

The next measure was a Representation to 
the Government about the establishment of a 
Foreign Languages School. The languages 
comprised are Russian, Chinese, Korean, 
English, German, and French. The Repre- 
sentation is accompanied by an elaborate cur- 
riculum and a statement of the estimated cost 
of such an establishment. The courses are to 
extend over six years, and the estimated cost is 
45,820 yer. 


Mr. Kashiwada Moribumi (National Union- 
ist), introducer of the Representation, spoke 
at considerable length on the urgent necessity 
of the measure. He referred to the increasing 
importance of linguistic studies. The study 
of foreign languages in the Colleges and Middle 
Schools was necessarily subordinated to other 
courses, and consequently men able to converse 
fluently in foreign tongues were unfortunately 
very rare. By degrees, Italian and Spanish 
should be added to the courses in the school. 

The measure was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 9, nominated by the President. 

The last measure on the Order was then sub- 
mitted, but its consideration was postponed till 





the Government Bill on the same subject should 
come up for deliberation. 


eee Crees 

We gather the following account of the in- 
surrection in Formosa from the vernacular 
press :—On the 27th ult., a body of Chinese, 
numbering between 300 and 400, assembled in 
the neighbourhood of Ting-chihch'i, openly 
raised the standard of revolt and altacked the 
station there, which was guarded by a small 
detachment of Japanese infantry. A Sergeant- 
Major commanding another detachment sta- 
tioned at Zuiho, proceeded, on the 29th, to the 
rescue, taking with him 12 men. His smal) 
force could not, however, accomplish the 
object in view. On the way, it encountered 
rebels numbering about 200, and had to beat 
a retreat, in the course of which 4 men out 
of the 12 were lost. The survivors, subsequently 
joined by some surgeous, soldiers, and coolies, 
bringing their strength to 28 men, continued 
their retreat until 9 o’clock in the evening, finally 
reaching a place called Chinvkwashih. There 
they were joined by the detachment from Ting- 
chihch’i, and by the remainder of the Zuiho 
garrison, which, having been weakened by the 
diversion of the Sergeant-Major’s detachment, 
had been unable to hold the place against an 
overwhelming number of insurgents, and had 
abandoned it on the evening of the 3oth. Re- 
inforced, however, by two companies from 


Taipeb, the combined detachments marched 


back to Zuiho, the following morning, and 
drove the insurgents out of it. These fights at 


Ting-chibch'i and Zuiho were only preliminary 
to more serious movements planned by the 
rebels, whose idea was to take advantage of the 
considerably weakened defences of Taipeh, 
Tamsui, 
the departure of the Imperial Guards. 
ous rumours had, 
for several 
stance, that some 20,000 rebels 
surround Taipeb on the 31st, 60 soon aga signal 
bonfire was kindled on a neighbouring hill; 
that any one securing the head of the Governor- 
General of the island had been promised a re- 
ward of 30,000 taels, and so forth. 
it was observed with surprise that towards the 
close of the year, the Chinese inhabitants 
began 
payment for articles bought from them, a 
preference that had not been shown previously, 
The Authorities at Taipeh, though accustomed 


and so forth, in consequence of 
Omin- 
indeed, been circulated 
It was alleged, for in- 


intended to 


days. 


Moreover, 


to ask for coin instead of notes, in 


to hear such rumours very frequently, thought 
it prudent to be on the watch. They therefore 
issued on the 31st of December, a proclama- 
tion warning the natives against any rash action, 
and took whatever measures were possible to 
provide against an emergency. Gendarmes, 
soldiers, and constables were stationed at places 
of importance to examine any natives that hap- 
pened to pass that way. At the same time 
orders were issued that no Chinese should be 
permitted to enter the walled city of Taipeh, or 
the suburbs lying outside the northern and 
western gates. Early in the evening of the last 
day of the year, the rattle of small arms was 
suddenly heard from the direction of the eastern 
and southern gates of the town, and a moment 
after a stable that stood outside the eastern gate 
was seen to be in a blaze, while, almost 
simultaneously, a big bonfire began to burn on 
the top of an adjacent hill. The garrison of 
the town, though far from apprehending any 
serious result, were somewhat perturbed, for of 
the four companies originally told off to guard 
the place, two were away at Kelung, and the 
remaining two, together with some gendarmes 
and constables, were the only available force. 
The four gates of the town were therefore shut, and 
the defenders determined to await the approach 
of the rebels. At about one o'clock in the morn- 
ing of New Year’s day the rebels approached the 
town, marching simultaneously against the four 
gates. Those on-the south-eastern and south- 
western sides approached to within from 200 to 
300 metres of the wall. They fired atthe town 
with rifles, of which they carried about two 
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or three to every sectlon of ten men. They 
were civided into groups of from the two thiee 
handred, During the forenoon only rifle shots 
were exchanged between the besiegers and the 
besieged, and about ten of the rebels were shot, 
not ove man in the town being burt. = In the 
meanwhiie, Major-General Murai, Command- 
antat Taipeh, collected a number of sturdy 
coolies and organized them into a fighting force, 
placing them under the guidance of regular 
soldiers. These arrangements completed, the 
defenders made a sortie, and opened fire with 
three mountain pieces. The rebels taken by 
surprise, fled in all directions without attempt- 
ing any serious resistance. In the evening, a 
body of troopsand gendarmes, aggregating about 
200, arrived from Shinchu, and the communi- 
caljon between that place and Taipeh, which 
had been temporarily interrupted, was thus re- 
stored. Next day, the garrison assumed the 
offensive, attacked a body of insurgents quarter- 


ed at Sikkow, a village situated between 
Kelung and Taipeh, drove them out and 
burned it down, These troops found near 


the railway track 13 terribly mutilated corpses 
of Japanese railway coolies, and carried 
them back to Taipeh. The corpses were not 
only mutilated, but were also entirely  stript 
of clothing, and were headless. The story of 
the cruel murder of these 13 coolies was 
told shortly afterwards by the two survivors, 
who by a most fortunate chance, had escap- 
ed the fate of their 13 fellow workmen. It 
would seem, according to the narrative of the 
survivors, that while the 15 coolies were engaged 
in repairing the line in the vicinity of Sikkow, 
they were suddenly surrounded bya large num- 
ber of natives and bound. They were stripped 
of their clothes and of everything they possessed, 
and their captors proceeded to divide these 
paltry spoils, quarrelling violently over the divi- 
sion. Presently the 1§ captives were carried 
to a house where a conference was apparently 
held by the Chinese with reference to the 
price of the coolies heads. So soon asa 
bargain was struck, ils object was taken out 
and decapititated. In this way 13 out of 
the 15 were put to death, and mutilated. 
But no purchasers could be found for the heads 
of the two remaining captives, not only among 
those who were assembled in the house, but 
even though they were led round by their brutal 
‘‘proprietors ” to no less than eleven houses. 
Unable to get a bid that day, the Chinese tied 
the two coolies to the post of a bridge and then 
went away, night having fallen by that time. 
Left alone, the coolies struggled desperately to 
free themselves from their bonds, and finally 
succeeded in doing so, whereupon they fled at 
the top of their speed and reached Taipeh in 
safety. It may be added that the natives living 
in the vicinity of Sikkow demolished the railway 
track, cut telegraph wires, and thus temporarily 
stopped the communication between Kelung and 
Taipeh. On the andinstant, a rumour reached the 
Authorities that the insurgents intended a raid 
on Tachutsan, where provisions and fodder were 
stored. Steps were quickly taken to remove the 
stores into Taipeh, which was accomplished in 
24 hours. Att a.m. on the 3rd instant, a small 
body of artillery, that constituted part of the 
garrison of Taipeh, proceeded toward Kuting- 
tsin, a village about 2 miles distant, the guns 
being drawn by 200 coolies, and escorted by 
a body of infantry, for the purpose of attacking 
the rebels there. Early that morning, the wel- 
come news reached Taipeh, that about 2,000 
supplementary troops, consisting of detachments 
from the Sendai and Osaka divisions, had 
reached Keelung en route for the south of the is- 
land, and that they were to be diverted to Taipeh. 
The van arrived in the evening, and the Gover- 
nor-General instantly ordered them to undertake 
the subjugation of the insurgents. About the 
same day railway communication between 
Kelung and Taipeh was restored, and the crisis 
is apparently over. 
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ET. Government. ments, ; ; 
ean — If Japan cannot translate the papers I will send| His Majesty the Emperor of China Sie eels 
: ‘ translations. Densy. | these letters patent by Imperial Authority. Being 
On the occasion of addressing the House of desirous of re-establishing sincere relations of 


AMERICAN Munster, Toxyo. 
February 23rd. 


[FIRST NOTE. ] 


Now Li, as Ambassador, will meet and negotiate 
the matter with Japan by Imperial Command, 
According to international law, Plenipotentiaries 
can communicate with their Government by secret 
telegrams. Two telegrams dated the 16th day 
(roth February) have both been already perused 
and noted, Li being sent as Plenipotentiary, all 
pointsin telegram of the 23rd day (17th February) 
upou which Japan desired to negotiate are in his 
full powers and responsibility. Please communi- 
cate thisto the Japanese Government and ascer- 
tain where the meeting willbe held? You are 
requested to telegraph to Japan first in order to 
arrange according to international law so that no 
obstruction may be made, and to obtain reply. 


Dated 2gth day 1st moon (Feb, 23rd, 1895). 


[SECOND NOTB. ] 

Youe Excellency sent in on the 23rd day (17th 
February) two (or second) Conferences (or Con- 
ference). No reply is made for facilitating the 
departure by fixing the time. The wording and 
sense of the next Imperial letter followed the 
Imperial letter issued by Japan. A copy of the 
draft is sent you which you will be kind enough 
to transmit to Japan after your perusal. 


Dated 2gth day, Ist moon (Feb, 23rd, 1895). 


(LETTERS PATENT.) 
We ( ) the Emperor of China by De- 


cree, say :— 
Now since Japan attaches importance to friend- 
ship, We appoint Li Hung-chang (rank and 
titles) as Our Ambassador, and cause him to meet 
and negotiate with the Plenipotentiaties appoint- 
ed by Japan, to do things at his discretion and to 
conclude preliminary treaty of peace, and we have 
given him full powers to sign and affix seal to the 
same. The said Ambassador being loyal and 
patriotic, and having already rendered great 
services to Our country, We trust that he will 
faithfully and carefully fulfil his mission, bind 
closer the intercourse of the (two) countries, and 
will not disappoint Us of Our Confidence. The 
Acticles agreed upon We will examine in per- 
son aud upon being found to be good and in duc 
form, We will ratify them. Specially given. 
DenByY, 


Representatives on the gth instant, the Minister 
President of State informed his hearers that as 
a verbal report of the incidents connected with 
the Shimonoseki Treaty and later phases of 
Japan’s negotiations with China, would be tedi- 
ously long and difficult to follow, he had caused 
the necessary information to be embodied in a 
document which he now submitted to the House. 
The document commences with a copy of the 
Chinese Plenipotentiary’s credentials, and then 
gives the whole text of the Shimonoseki Treaty 
and its correlated agreements. These having 
all been published in our columns at the time, 
we need not now reproduce them. Appended, 
however, are a number of State papers, possess- 
ing great interest, translations of which we now 
proceed to publish :— 


No, 1. 
VERBAL NOTE. | 

The Japanese Government declare that the de- 
spatch to Japan of another Chinese peace mission 
will be wholly useless unless, besides the payment 
of an indemnity and the admission of the complete 
independence of Korea, the Chinese Plenipoten- 
tiaries come prepared tonegotiate under full powers 
upon the basis of the cession of territory as a 
consequence of war and an agreement to conclude 
definitive treaties for the regulation of future in- 
tercourse. There are other questions of less im- 
portance which will also require adjustment, The 
Japanese Government reserve to themselves the 
right at any time hereafter to formulate any addi- 
tional demands which may in their judgment be 

either necessary or desirable. 

Foreign Office, Tokyo, Feb. 17, 1895. 
No. 2. 
Peking, February roth, 1895. 


American MINISTER, Toxyo. 

The Chinese Government directs me to ask 
you to communicate the following to the Govern- 
ment of Japan :— 

The Grand Secretary, Li Hung-chang, has 
been appointed with full powers. His honours 
have been restored to him; peacock feather, yellow 
tiding-jacket, and button. On the nineteenth 
instant he will hand (over P) his duties as Viceroy 
and start for Peking. He will be here twenty- 
first. China asks Japan where she has decided 
the meeting of the Plenipotentiaries will take 
place and to send a telegraphic reply as soon as 
possible. Li Hung-chang will have credentials (?) 
giving him full powers to conclude and sign 
treaty, Hewillleave Peking in a fewdays. This 
telegram was prepared before receiving your tele- 
gram of yesterday and I was requested by the 
Yamén to send it. Denby. 

No. 3. 
[VERBAL NOTE. } 


Before making the reply requested by the 
Chinese Government in the telegram of the Ame- 
rican Minister at Peking of the 18th instant, the 
Japanese Government desire to be assured that 
the Chinese Plenipotentiary is to be despatched 
subject to the conditions mentioned in their tele- 
gram of the 17th instant. 


Foreign Office, Tokyo, Feb. roth, 1895. 
No. 4. 
Tokyo, February tgth, 1895. 
American MINISTER, PgkING, 


Japanese Government requests you will com- 
municate the following to the Chinese Govern. 
ment :—Before making the reply requested by the 
Chinese Government in the telegram of the 
United States Minister at Peking of the eigh- 
teenth instant, the Japanese Government desires 
to be assured that the Chinese Plenipotentiary is 
to be despatched subject to the conditions mene 
tioned in my telegram of seventeenth instant. 
The Japanese Minister for Foreign Affairs notes 
that you use the word credentials, or letter of cre- 
dence, iw your cipher telegram. To avoid the 
possibility of a failure of the mission he desires it 
to be distinctly understood that the authority the 
Chinese Plenipotentiary brings must be fill powers 
and not a letter of credence. It is very advisable 
that the Chinese Government submits by tele- 
graph the wording of full powers to be given Li 
Hung-chang. Dun. 

No. 5. 
([Tevecram, received February 24th, 1895.] 
Peking, 23rd (2nd) 1895, 4.50 p.m: 
AMBRICAN MIN&IsTRR, ToKyYo. 

I send in Chinese text two notes and a draft of 

letters patent which you are requested by the 


friendship with the Emperor of Japan, We speci- 
ally appoint Li Hung-chang, Earl of the First 
Class, Grand Secretary under the Designation of 
Wen-Hua-Tien, Viceroy of Province of Chihli, 
and Minister Superintendent of Trade for the 
Northern Ports, as Our Ambassador, with full 
powers tu confer with the Plenipotentiaries with 
full powers appointed by Japan, and conjointly to 
negotiate with them and act as circumstances may 
require, He has the full powers to settle before- 
hand the terms of a treaty of peace and to then 
sign) and seal the same. Said Ambassador is 
a publicespirited and loyal officer to his country. 
During his previous career he has established the 
name of rendering meritorious services to his Go- 
vernment and he will certainly be able in a very 
careful manner to perform his duties and bring 
about a close union of friendship between the two 
countries, thus fulfilling the trust we have reposed 
in him, 

The terms of the treaty agreed upon, however, 
must first be submitted for our inspection, and if 
they are found to be satisfactory and in order 
they will receive our Imperial Sanction. 

DenBY. 
No. 8. 


[VBRBAL NOTE. ] 

Upon comparing the translations of the two 
notes and the letters patent with the telegraphed 
Chinese texts, a great disparity has been found to 
exist, owing no doubt, in part at least, to mutila- 
tions and transposition of the Chinese texts in 
transmission, The Japanese Government, howe 
ever, accept the letlers patent upon the following 
conditions :—1st. The translation is to be amende 
ed as follows :—At the beginning, the words, “ His 
Majesty’ before the words the ‘ Emperor of 
China” ave to be suppressed. Suppress the 
words “ beforehand ” and “then ;” and the wod 
‘first? in the last clause is also to be suppressed. 
and. The original Chinese text is to be made to 
conform exactly to the amended translation. 
Special attention is invited to the clause giving the 
reason for the issuance of the letters patent. The 
Chinese text, as received by the Japanese Goverii- 
ment, implies that Japan is sueing for peace. 
This recital must be made to conform in the 
Chinese text to the translation. The place of the 
meeting will be Shimonoseki, and after the full 
powers of the Chinese Plenipotentiary have been 
presented and found to be in good and due form, 
the Japanese Government will permit the Chinese 
Plenipotentiary to communicate with his Govecn- 
ment in cipher. Upon receipt of a copy of the 
Chinese text of the letters patent amended asabove 
indicated, the Japanese Government will arrange 
the date of meeting of the Plenipotentiaries. 

Foreign Office, Tokyo, March 1, 1895. 


Peking, February 23rd, 1895. 
No. 6. 
[VERBAL NOTE. ] 


There being many unintelligible points in two 
notes and a draft of letters patent in Chinese text, 
Japanese Government request, in order to guard 
against misunderstanding, that the official Eng- 
lish translations of the Chinese Government be 
sent to them. 

Foreign Office, Tokyo, February 25, 1895. 

[TELeGcRaM, received February 27th, 1895. ] 

Peking, February 26th, 1895, 2:50, p.m. 
AMERICAN Minister, Tokyo, 

As requested, I send you English translations of 
the papers which were sentto you in Chinese the 
twenty-third instant, Your Excellency sent to the 
Yamén a telegram from Japan dated the seven- 
teenth instant and another dated the twentieth, 
(should be nineteenth instant), the contents of 
which we have duly perused. Li Hung-chang has 
been appointed Plenipotentiary with full powers. 
In the telegram of Japan of the seventeenth instant 
it is desired to discuss vations questions. In all 
these he has full powers to perform this duty, We 
beg that Your Excellency will communicate to the 
Japanese Government and enquire the place Japan 
had decided where the meeting of the Plenipoten- 
tentiaries will take place, and to ask for an answer 
by wire as soon as possible, to the end that at the 
proper time he may start on his journey. The 
present letters patent are in meaning the same as 
the letters issued by Japan: wesend a copy of the 
text for Your Excellency’s inspection and we ask 
Youre Excellency to consider whether or not the 
text should be telegraphed to Japan. 

Cards of Princes and Ministers with compli- 
ments to Your Excellency. 

Li Hungechang has been appointed by the Em- 
peror Ambassador with full power to consult with 
Japan on questions. According to international 
law, Plenipotentiariescan communicate with their 
own Governments by secret telegrams, The 
Diplomatic Representatives have this opinion, 
We therefore ask Your Excellency to telegraph 
Japan beforehand informing them that action be 
taken according to international law and that they 
do not stop it. We also hope Your Excellency 
will favour us with Japan’s reply. 


No. g. 
[The Emperor of China’s Ratification of Earl 
Li’s full powers]. 


No. Io. 
(VERBAL Nore. ] 

The draft letters patent as telegraphed are 
satisfactory, and being duly signed and sealed, 
will be accepted by the Japanese Government, 
The time of the meeting of the Plenipotentiaties 
will be notified after the arsival of the Chinese 
Plenipotentiary at Shimonoseki. Iv order, hows 
ever, that necessary preparations may be made, 
the Chinese Plenipotentiary should arrange his 
departure so as to reach Shimonoseki not earlier 
than two weeks from this date. The Japanese 
Government wish to know, as soon as possible, 
contemplated date of departure and number of 
suite of the Chinese Plenipotentiary. 


Foreign Office, Tokyo, March 4, 1895. 


No. 11. 
([TBLeGRaM received atthe Legation of the United 
States, Tokyo, March 4, 1895, 5.30 p.m.] 
Corrections to follow :— 
Pekin, March 4, 1895, 11.40 a.m. 


AMERICAN MINISTER, ToxKyo. 


You are requested by the Chinese Government 
to communicate to the Japanese Government the 
following, as a description of the Ambassador's 
flag to be displayed by the vessel on which Li 
Hung-chang will sail to Japan: Oblong yellow 
flag with roundel over centre enclosing dragon 
rampant, gardant, surrounded by the four Chinese 
characters, “Ta Chang-yi Fung,’’ meaning “the 
Chinese Empire;” beneath this the blue dragon 
and ced peail of the Chinese National flag, 

DenBy. 
No. 12, 
[VERBAL NOTE. ] 
The Japanese Government acknowledge the re- 
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ceipt of Mr. Denby’s telegram of March 4th 
giving a description of the flag to be displayed on 
the vessel on which Li Hung-chang is to sail to 
Japan. The Japanese Government assume that 
the vessel on which the Chinese Plenipotentiary 
is to come to Shimonoseki will be a neutral vessel 
under a veutral flay, and they desire to know as 
soon as possible the name and nationality of the 
vessel. 
Foreign Office, Tokyo, March 7th, 1895. 
No. 13. 
[TevecraM, received at the Legation of the 
United States, Maich, rith, 1895. ] 
Pekin, March 11, 1895, 10 a.m. 


AMERICAN MINISTER, TOKYO. 


Iam requested by the Chinese Government to 
send the following for the information of the Japan 
ese Government. 

Li Hung-chang will start for Japan on the four- 
teenth instant. Two German merchant steamers 
under the German flag, the Liyu and Shengys, will 
convey the Plenipotentiary and suite to Japan. 
The suite will number ten or more persons. Li 
Hung-chang will fly his flag as Ambassador. I 
have telegraphed to Tientsin for exact number 
of Li Hung-chang’s official suite which I will wire 
you later. Densy. 

No. 14. 
March 12th, 1895. 

Dear Mr. Dun :—Since yesterday’s telegram 
of Mr. Denby is not very clear, will you kindly 
wire him an enquiry in the following sense. 

Does Li Hung-chang sail direct to Shimonoseki 
from Tientsin 2 What is probable date of his 
atrival at Shimonoseki, and exact number of the 


entice suite ? 
Yours sincerely, (Signed) 
No. 15 


[TsLeGRAM received from the United States 


Minister at Pekin, March 13th, 1895.] 
Pekin, March 12th, 1895. 


AMERICAN MINISTBR, ToKyo. 


The Government of China requests you to come 
municate the following to the Government of 
Japan: Li Hung-chang will take the German 
merchant steamer Kungys flying German flag, in 
place of the steamer Shengyi. He will take his 
departure ow the 14th Macch. His official suite 
will consist of thirty-three persons in all, exclusive 
of servants. DensBy. 


T. Hayasui. 


No. 16. 
[TELEGRAM received from the United States 
Minister at Pekin, March 13th, 1895.] 
Pekin, March rath, 1895. 


American Minister, Toxyo. 


You are requested by the Chinese Government 
to communicate to the Japanese Government the 
following : If agreeable to Japanese Government 
the Ambassador will prefer to live with his staff 
on board his two steamers which have been 
specially fitted up. This will also make it un- 
necessary for Japanese Government to take 
trouble in arranging accommodations. 

DgnByY. 
No. 17. 
(TevecramM received at the Legation of the 
United States March 13th, 1895. ] 
Pekin, March 13th, 1895, 9-20 a.m. 
American MINIsteR, Tokyo. 

Li Hung-chang begs me to telegraph to Tokyo 
his request that the Japanese Government will 
oblige him by authorizing and notifying pilots to 
meet his two steamers off Shimonoseki and take 
them into port. DENBY. 

No. 18. 


[TeLeGRamM received at the Legation of the 
United States, March 13th, 1895. ] 
Pekin, March 13th, 1895. 9 45 a.m. 
Li Hung-chang leaves Tientsin for Shimonoseki 
direct the fourteenth instant, will probably arrive 


nineteenth. Official suite thirty-three: servants 
ninety. Densy. 
No. Ig. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 


His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs has the honour to an- 
nounce to His Excellency the Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of China, that His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan has appointed His 
Excellency Count Ito Hirobumi, Junii, Grand 
Cross of the Imperial Order of Paullownia, Mini- 
ster President of State, and the undersigned as 
His Plenipotentiaries to conclude with the duly 
authorized Plenipotentiary of China, a Treaty of 
Peace, aud has confided to them Full Powers for 
that purpose. 

Viscount Mutsu MunemMIrTsu, 
H.1.M.’s Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs. 
Akamagaseki, the 19th day of the 3rd 
month of the 28th year of Mesfi. 


No. 20. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 


Shimonoseki, March roth, 1895, Kuang Hsi 
23st year, 2nd month, 23rd day. 
His Excellency Viscount Mutsu Munemitsu, 
His Imperial Majesty the Emperor of Japan’s 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Akamaga- 
seki. 

ExceLuency :—The undersigned Ambassador 
Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of 
of China has the honour to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of Your Excellency’s note of this date, where- 
in Your Excellency informs the undersigned of the 
appointment of His Excellency Count Ito Hiro- 
bumi, Junii, Grand Cross of the Imperial O:der 
of Paullownia, Minister President of State, and of 
Your Excellency as Plenipotentiaries of His Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Japan, to conclude with the 
duly authorized Plenipotentiary of China a Treaty 
of Peace, and has confided to them Full Powers 
for that purpose. 

The undetsigned has the honour, on his part, to 
inform Your Excellency that he has been duly 
appointed by His Majesty the Emperor of China 
as His Ambassador Plenipotentiary, to conclude 
with the Plenipotentiaries of His Majesty the 
Emperor of Japan a Treaty of Peace, and that he 
is clothed with Full Powersifor that purpose. 

The undersigned has further to advise Your 
Excellency of his artival at this port in the forenoon 
of this day, and that he awaits the pleasure of the 
Plenipotentiaries of His Majesty the Emperor of 
Japan to fix an early date for meeting in order to 
exchange the respective Full Powers and to enter 
upon negotiations with a view to the conclusion of 
Peace between the two nations. 

The undersigned avails of this occasion to assure 
Your Excellency of his highest consideration. 


(Signed) Li Hune cuane (L.S.) 
Ambassador Plenipotentiary, Senior 
Tutor of the Heir Apparent, Senior 


Grand Secretary of State, Minister 
Superintendent of Trade for the Northern 
Ports of China, Earl of the First Rank, 
and Viceroy of Chibli. 


No. 21. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 


The undersigned, His Imperial Japanese Ma- 
jesty’s Plenipotentiaries, have the honour to 
acquaint His Excellency the Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of China that the first 
meeting of the Plenipotentiaries of the two Powers 
will, if the time is convenient to His Excellency, 
be held on the 2oth instant, at 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon at the place selected for the purpose. 

The undersigned will on that occasion be pre- 
pared to make with the Chinese Plenipotentiary a 
reciprocal exchange of Full Powers. 

Count Iro HiRoBuMI, 
Viscount Mutsu MuNeMIYSU, 
H.1I.M.’s Plenipotentiaries. 

Akamagaseki, the 19th day of the 3rd month, 

of the 28th year of Afeije. : 


No. 22. 
(TRANSLATION. } 


MurtsuuirTo, by the Grace of Heaven, Emperor 
of Japan and seated on the Throne occupied by 
the same Dynasty from time immemorial. 

To all to whom these presents shall come, 
Greeting! — 

With a view to the restoration of peace between 
Our Empire and that of China and to the mainten- 
ance of friendly intercourse in the future : 

We, reposing special trust and confidence in 
Count Ito Hirobumi, Junii; Grand Cross of the 
Imperial Order of Paullownia, Our Minister 
President of State, and Viscount Mutsu Mune- 
mitsu, Junii, First Class of the [mperial Order of 
the Sacred Treasure, Our Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, and having full knowledge of 
their wisdom and ability aud of theic fidelity in 
the public service and diligence in the discharge 
of duties, do hereby name them as Our Plenipos 
tentiaries. 

We have given to Our Plenipotentairies Full 
Powers to meet and treat, either separately or con- 
jointly, with the Plenipotentiary of China, and to 
conclude and sign a Treaty of .Peace. 

We shallexamine all stipulatious which Our said 
Plenipotentiaries may agree upon and, finding 
such stipulations proper and in good and due 
form, We shall catify them. 

In witness whereof, We have hereunto set Our 
signature and caused the Great Seal of the Em- 
pire to be affixed. 

Done at Hiroshima, this fifteenth day of the third 
month of the twenty-eigth year of Meiji, corres 
sponding to the two thousand five hundred and 
fifty fifth year from the Coronation of the Emperor 


Jimmu. 
(Seal of the Empire.) (Sign Manual.) 
(Countersigned) Count Iro HrroBumt, 


Minister President of State. 


Google 


No. 23. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 

The Emperor of China proclaims these Letters 
Patent by Imperial Authority. 

Being desirous of re-establishing sincere rela- 
tions of friendship with the Emperor of Japan, We 
specially appoim Li Hung-chang, Earl of the Fist 
Rank, Grand Secretary under the designation of 
Wen Hua Tien, Viceroy of the province of Chihli 
and Minister Superintendent of Trade for the 
Northern ports, as Our Ambassador with full 
powers to confer with the Plenipotentiaries with 
full powers appointed by Japan, and to conjointly 
negotiate with them and act as circumstances may 
require. 

He has the full power to settle the terms of a 
Treaty of Peace and to sign and seal the same. 

The said Ambassador is a public—spirited and 
loyal officer to his country. During his previous 
career he hasestablished the name of rendgsing 
meritorious services to his Government, and he 
will certainly be able in a very careful manner to 
perform his duties and bring about a close union 
of friendship between the two countries, thus ful- 
filling the trust We have reposed in him, 

The terms of the Treaty agreed upon, however, 
must be submitted for Our inspection, and if they 
are found to be satisfactory and in order they will 
receive Our Imperial Sanction. 

Kuang Hs, 21st year, 2nd month, 8th day. 

No. 24. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 

The Ambassador Plenipotentiary of His Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of China proposes, as a pre- 
liminary to opening of negotiations for peace, that 
an arinistice be agreed upon and immediately put 
in operation for a certain period, during which 
lime all hostile operations both on land and at sea 
shall be completely suspended by the armed forces 
of both China and Japan. 

The Ambassador Plenipotentiary in presenting 
this proposition recalls the fact that, some months 
ago, when a proposition of a similar character was 
submitted through the medium of the Ministers 
of the United States in Peking and Tokyo, the 
Japanese Government replied that the question 
could be considered when negotiatians between 
accredited representatives of the two Governments 
had been entered upon, The Ambassador Pleni- 
potentiary has been clothed with full powers to 
negotiate and signa Treaty of lasting peace and 
friendship. Heis animated by a sincere desire 
to effect the object of his high mission, and he 
feels that it isan important preliminary to success 
ful negotiations that an agreement be made for 
an armistice. 

No. 25. 


[TRANSLATION. ] 

The Pletripotentiaries of His Majesty the Em- 
peror of Japan cannot regard the conclusion of an 
armislice as an essential pre-requisite to successful 
negotiations for peace at this distance from the 
seat of all warlike operations. Nevertheless, they 
will consent to a suspension of hostilities upon 
conditions that will guarantee an equality of bene- 
fit to the two Powers. 

Having in view the actual military situation as 
well as the relative consequence of an interruption 
of warlike operations, the Imperial Japanese 
Plenipotentiaries announce, as such conditions, the 
occupation by Japanese troops of Taku, Tient- 
sin, and Shanghai-kuan, as well as the fortresses 
and fortifications at those places; the surrender 
by the Chinese forces at thuse place of all arms 
and munitions of war; the control by the Japanese 
military authorities of the Railway between Tient- 
sin and Shanghai-kuan, and the payment by 
China of a war contribution commensurate in 
amount with the length of the armistice. 

If these conditions are acceded to the time when 
the armistice is to take effect; its duration; the 
lines of demarcation between the Japanese and 
Chinese armies and other details may be at once 
elaborated. 


In view of the present answer of the Imperiel 
Japanese Plenipotentiacies, and in order to pre- 
vent any future misunderstanding, it would seem 
to be important to point out that the reply made 
by the Imperial Government of Japan to gie earlier 
proposition of the Chinese Government for an 
armistice, does not bear the exact significance 
attached to it by His Excellency the Plenipotenti- 
ary of His Majesty the Emperor of China. The 
words employed on that occasion by the Govern. 
ment of Japan were as follow :— 

The conditions of an armistice, in the event that 
the Japanese Government should conclude to grant 
one, willtbe made known at the meeting of the 
Plenipotentiaries. 

No. 26. 


(TRANSLATION. ] 


The Ambassador Plenipotentiary of His Majesty 
the Emperor of China regrets that the conditions 
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size, a brilliant red colour, and very deliciously 
flavoured; it resembles a huge strawberry very 
much, and hence the name, strawberry-raspberry. 
Being such a fine fruit, and so different from all other 
kinds, it will be widely cultivated when better known. 
It can no doubt be used for every purpose that our 
strawberries and raspberries are put to. In regard to 
hardiness, I believe it will succeed over a wide range 


of country, ENQUIRER 
IRER. 


Yours, etc., 
January 15th, 1896. 


of armistice, as contained in the memorandum of 
the Plenipotentiaries of His Majesty the Emperor 
of Japan, are of such a character that it is not pos- 
sible for him to accept them. 

Having come to Japan to ask for peace and 
with a sincere desire for its attainment, he feels 
that the suspension of hostilities for a brief period 
during the negotiations, as proposed in his memo- 
randum of the twenfieth instant, would be alike 
honourable to, and consistent with, the interests 
of both countries. 

Notwithstanding his failure to secure the ac- 
quiescence of the Plenipotentiaries of His Majesty 
the Emperor of Japan in a proposal which he 
regards as both reasonable in its terms and sus- 
tained by international practice, he will continue 
unabated his efforts to bring the negotiations to 
a successful issue. 

(10 BE CONTINUED.) 














CONCERT Al THE PUBLIC HALL. 
—_—_____—_ 
Great expectations, we are told somewhere or 


realization. 
given in the Public Hall an Wednesday evening 
by M. Ovide Musin, the Belgian violin virtuoso, 








— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
—_—_—_—_—_—______ 
THE JAPANESE WINEBERRY. 


To THE EpiTor oF THE ‘‘ JaPAN Mai.” 

S1r,—In your issue of 8th instant, I noticed a 
communication signed “ Inquirer,” relative to the 
‘Japanese Wineberry,” a description of which 
he saw in a California Nurseryman’s Catalogue 
but had never seen the berry in Japan, notwith- 
standing the fact that he had travelled extensive- 
ly in thiscountry. As Iam able to give him some 
information regarding this berry, [trust you will 
find coom for this communication, 


Several years since, while in Karuizawa, Shine 
shiu, I found some beiries growing wild on the 
hills, which were somewhat different from any I 
had ever seen before, but as they looked tempting 
I tried them and found them delicious eating ; 
since that time I have eaten them frequently, 
when in that section of the country at the right 
season, but have never seen them in any other 
part of Japan. I have made many inquiries 
from others who I knew had eaten the berries, 
as to their identity, and found that every one 
called them “ Wild Raspberries.” 


Last year, while looking over an American Hor- 
ticultucal Paper I saw the identical description re- 
ferred to by ‘ Inquirer,’’ and at once recognized 
it as applying to the berry I had seen at Karui- 
zawa. If ‘Inquirer’ wishes to cultivate the 
acquaintance of this berry, he only has to go to 
Karuizawa in the month of August, when he will 
find them on almost all the hillsides; he will have 
no difficulty in recognizing them, as the descrip- 
tion he has quoted is perfect. If he willtake a 
walk from Karuizawa to Usui Toge, he will find 
many of the bushes without leaving the main 
road, but I would not vouch for his finding much 
ripe fruit in so publica place. Enclosing my card, 


I remain, Sir, yours very truly, E. A. S. 
Kobe, January goth, 1896. 


and M. Eduard Scharf. Viewing the evening’s 
performance as a whole, or in its individual 
parts, it must be pronounced, unqualifiedly, 
au artistic success. The size of the audience 
was also very good, and when once it had 





former possessed, the house.was unstinted in its 
applause. M. Musin has wonderful ease of execu- 
tion that adds greatly to the indefinable charm of 
his playing. 
Joachim’s, with a happier, more mobile touch in the 
lighter passages, perhaps, than that great master of 
the “inflexibly correct ’’ condescends to employ. 
Needless to say Musin soon establishes a cordial 
bond of sympathy with his audience, no matter 
whom the composer may be that he is for the 
moment interpreting. By the time he had reached 
the Intermezzo movement inthe Suite in G Minor 
(by F. Ries) on Wednesday evening, he had his 
house thoroughly in hand, and he kept its attention 
tothe end. At theclose of the fourth number, Wien 
niawski’s ** Souvenic de Moscow,” an encore was 
loudly demanded, and Musin very kindly com- 
plied, giving the exquisitely dainty Serenade 
from ** Pierné.” He had to respond to two recalls 
also in the second half, and his encore pieces were 
the Finale to his own “Caprice,” and a lively 
little Mexican Dance. 

Madame Annie Louise Musin has a charming 
soprano voice of very wide compass, the high 
notes of which are of exceptional purity. In her 
fist song “La Marchande d’Oiseaux,” an old 
chanson of Jomelli’s dating from 1692, she was 
paiticulatly pleasing, the staccato passages es- 
pecially delighting her hearers by theic unique 
execution. She was rewarded with a lovely 
bouquet, Peshaps more applause was given for 
the English'song, ‘ Of thee I’m thinking,” but the 
manner of its rendering was hardly so pleasing as 
that of the French chanson that followed. She 
was recalled and bowed her thanks. Madame 
Musin appeared again in the last number, taking 
the vocal part in the aria from '’ Pre aux Clercs,”’ 
with violin obligato by her husband. This again 
was anotable performance and received a recall. 

It still remains to speak of the other member of 
the trio—M. Eduard Scharf, the pianist. M. 
Scharf is, we believe, a student of the Leipzic Con- 
servatary. Certainly he won the Great Moscheles 
Prize as a solo-pianist at the Gewandhaus Musical 
Festival as a representative of that famous school. 
He possesses a beautiful touch and a brilliantly 
finished style of execution. The crispness that 
characterised his playing of one of Chopin’s Noc- 
turnes, was only equalled by the clearness and 
artistic force of the Hungarian Rhapsody by Liszt, 
and like the other artists he was recalled, and as 
graciously acceded to the demand for an encore— 
the Intermezzo from a Scherzzo of von Bulow. The 
following was the programme i= 


PaRT t. 
1. Suite (G minor) for Violin .....-...sseseeeeceeseee Be Ries, 
a) Alemanda. (c) Andante. 
5) Intermezzo. (a) Introduzione y gavottal. 
Ovide Musia. 

a. La Marchande d’Oiseaux (The 
Bicd Merchant) ........:sceceeeaeeee 
Annie Louise Musin- 
(a) Nocturne.......c.sccececseeee oe cossaeceneesereeeeess CHOpin, 
3: { 8) Perpetuum Mobile .............0++0+.+. Weber-Brahms. 

Eduard Scharf, 

{3} Meditation ......... . secsse seoeeesee casane cesses ene MCCoy. 
4° 0 (b) Souvenir cie MOSCOW... .00-+. seneee see ses eee Wieniawski. 
sg: Songs “ Of Thee I’m thivking ” 

Chanson, 
6, [(2) Prize Song from “ Meistersinger ” 
{6 Mazurka... co. cesccesecssrccereccoscseccscees 
Ovide Musin. 
7. Hungarian Rhapsody............ see. 
Eduard Scharf. 
8. Aria from ‘* Pre aux Clercs’’ for 


To tue Epiror oF THE ‘‘JaPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,—I am obliged to “ E.A.S.”’ for his attenspt 
to give some information about the matter of my 
recent enquiry, but the fruit he refers to as growing 
on the Usui Toge and neighbourood is not the 
same that I saw figured in the Californian catalogue 
mentioned in my former letter. I know the wild 
raspberry of Japan, and have seen it growing in 
Shinano, Echigo, and scores of other places. This 
“ Wineberry” grows in a husk of somewhat 
similar shape to a chestnut burr, and with all the 
raspberry family the fruit begins to appear even 
before the petals of the flower have fallen. A 
gentleman recently passing though California tells 
me he saw the plants, and he says itis certainly 
not the ordinary raspberry, though he did not see 
the fruit, as it was at the wrong time of year. 


Since making enquiries, a friend has sent me the 
following cutting from an Australian paper. It 
is there described as a Rubus (raspberry)-—that is 
if this is the same plant figured in the Califor 
nian catalogue—and no mention is made of the 
burr. The fact that it is as large as a “huge 
strawberry” shows that it is not the fruit mentioned 
by “E.A,S.,” as the wild raspberry of the Japan. 
ese mountains never altains that size in the most 
favoured situations, nor even under cultivation, 
This is the cutting sent to me :— 

THe STRAWBRRRY-RASPBERRY :—This magnificent 
fruit (writes S. L. Watkins, Grizzly Flats, California, 
in Canadian Horticulturist) is one not generally 
known ; it is a native of Japan, and is known botani- 
cally as Rubus sorbifolius [=roszfolius ?]. In manner 
of growth, it is somewhat similar to our common 
raspberries. The young plants commence bearing 
when only about ain. high, and full-grown bushes 
yield heavy crops of fruit. ‘The leaves of this plant 
are somewhat like a rose bush. The fruit is of large 
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other, seldom approach the verge of complete 
Such can not be said of the Concert 


his talented wife, Madame Annie Louise Musin, 


become satisfied of the powers which each per 


His technique is not unlike that of 


closed. there was no water aft. 


unable to reach the shore. 
engines and pumps, which had been constantly at 


forward set of boilers were submerged. 
Chief and thirty-five other passengers, with the 
pinnace and second cutter, were first to get under 





Soprano, with Violin Obligato ............... «Herold. 


LETTERS FROM FORMOSA. 
———___ 
(From our SpscitaL CoRRESPONDENT WITH 
THE JAPANESE ARMY.) 


Taipehfu, Formosa, Dec. 31st, 1895. 

On December 27th the news reached us regarding 
the loss of the small Japanese cruiser Kohei, which 
was wrecked on a sunken rock at the Pescadores. 
Upon the arrival here of one of the officers of the 
ill-fated ship I was enabled to obtain full particue 
lars of the disaster, although the exact loss of life 
has not yet been ascertained, 

Upon the arrival of the Japanese fleet off the 
Pescadores in March, many of the Chinese troops 
retreated aboard junks and sailed for China, as 
soon as the hostile intentions of the Japanese 
were made known. Others, whether through lack 
of transport, or confidence in their own strength, 
merely left Fisher Island for some of the smaller 
and less important islands to the south, where 
they stirred up the natives into providing them 
with sustenance, threw up entrenchments, and 
promised the simple people the delivery of the 
Pescadores and even Formosa itself in time, from 
the possession of the hated Wojen. They then 
laid back in a state of semieluxury awaiting the 
arrival of the Japanese, whom they had no intene 
tion of opposing but would be in readiness to ac- 
cepta free passage from to the mainland. 

Having more important matters on hand, the 
cleating out of these bands had been left until 
after affairs were settled on the mainland, so it 
was wot until the 21st of December that a 
visit to these self-esteemed braves was at- 
tempted. The party consisted of the Chief 
Civil Officer in charge at the Pescadores, the 
Commander of the Pescadores garrison, the Com- 
mander of Gendarcmes, and a force of Gendarmes 
and policeman, in all numbering 36. The cruiser 
Kohet, being at liberty, was selected to carry - 
the party, aud with them aboa:d left Makung 
harbour at 930 a.m. for the southern islands. 
The North-east monsoon was blowing its strongest, 
and owing to the wind the ship was forced 
to change her course a bit, and while coasting 
around to the South-east of the Rover Group she 
ran on fo a sunken rock at 11.53 a.m. with fearful 
force. The engines were at once reversed, but 
without effect, while the heavy winds astern 
forced her farther and farther on at every wave. 


She gradually inclined forward, the water rushing 


in with great volume, although owing to the 
water-tight appartments, which were immediately 
Preparations were 
at once made for deserting the ship, two or three 
rafts were hastily constructed, and an emply water 


tank with cable attached was converted into a 


buoy, to mark the location of the wreck, as well 
as offering a refuge for a few men in case all were 
At 12.25 p.m. the 


work, were stopped, and in ten minutes more the 
The Civil 


way, heading for the nearest island of the Rover 
Group, distant about two miles. 


At 1.05 the Doctor and Paymaster, with their 


assistants and four sick men, left the ship in the 


first cutter, followed fifteen minutes later by a gig 


catrying the ship’s charts, papers, etc., with the 


ship’s clerk and the steward; the chief cook and 
their assistants also followed by a Japanese boat 
carrying seven firemen. At1.45 the last boat was 
lowered, and the engineers and firemen were or- 
de:ed to leave with it. About 2.10, with the 
change of tide, the ship began to list to the port: 
side. It was with anxious hearts that the gallant 
officers and men watched her slowly sink while theic 
chances of life seemed to ebb away as she neared 
the water'sedge. Upon assembling aft, where the 
ship was still dry, six officers, two petty officers, and 
sevenly-one men were present; all that remained 
on board. Here they bid each other farewell, for 
that all could be saved seemed an impossibility, 
and at that time no outside help was near. The 
flag was lowered and as the waves began to dash 
about their feet, the Captain gave the word and 
the shout of Bansas that followed showed that theirc 
hearts were with their country to the last. Again 
Bansai/ i! but before it could be repeated, the 
the ship careened with a lurch and disappeared in 
the surging waves. 

The rafts stood the men in good service, and the 
majority were able to reach them, while several 
were able to keep afloat by clinging to the water 
tank. The crew of the two cutters and pinnace 
made all haste possible to return after having 
safely landed their passengers, and as the ship 
disappeared at 2.17 p.m., they were about 500 
yards distant, They exerted the utmost energy, 
and soon reached the men and filling the boats 
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with all they could safely carry, departed. The 
two culters succeeded in reaching one of the 
larger of the Rover group in safety, although 
both were obliged to spend some time at a rock 
that stood above the reach of the waves, that the 
men might rest, for it was scarcely possible at 
times to make any headway against the strong 
gale then blowing. One of the boats was forced 
to remain at the rock all night, for the men, who 
had been coustantly labouring with all their 
strength ever since the ship was wrecked, were 
utterly exausted, besides being greatly weakened 
for want of food. 

The twenty-nine who were crowded aboard the 
pinnace found, in their weakened condition, that it 
was impossible to make the least headway against 
the gale, and fearing that they would be drifted out 
to sea,theyanchored. Afterashorttimethey raised 
the anchor, but after battling with the waves until 


they wereagain exhausted and again having scarce- 


ly made any headway, they anchored the second 
time. The cold waves dashing over the weakened 
men, who had had no food since the morning, made 
the night one of bardship and misery, and only 
by constantly bailing out the boat could they keep 
it afloat, and yet there was scarcely strength 
left to perform this task, An attempt was made 
toraise the anchor, but the men could not do it, 
and they dare not cut the rope for fear of being 
swept past the range of help. At daylight they 
found the boats had drifted quite a distance to the 
south and that they were then very near an is- 
land. They succeeded this time in getting up the 
anchor, and as the storm had abated they were 
able to reach shore without much trouble, Those 
of the party that were too weak to walk were car- 
tied by their stronger comrades, and by taking 
loose pieces of wood from the boat and collecting 
some driftwood from the shore, they had soon a 
roaring fire to dry their clothes. 

The Chinese who were gathered on a hill near 
by refused to aid them, for upon some of the 
Japanese communicating with them by writing, 
in which they asked for food and shelter, the 
Chinese answered that they had no food and that 
their houses were crowded and they could give 
them no shelter. 

However, upon the exhibition of a little money, 
the Chinese professed their willingness to part 
with a few eggs at the philanthropic price of ten 
cents per egg. After considerable controversy 
the Japanese secured twenty-four at five cents a 
piece. On the sea-shore was a straw hut about 
10X10, used to store fishing nets by the commu- 
nity. Here the Japanese quartered for the night 
and also had their morning meal of not quite one 
egg apiece, 

The villagers (hen made a proposition to furnish 
them some dried sweet potatoes for one dollar 
per man, but their combined resources scarcely, 
reached ten dollars; more haggling was neces- 
sary, which resulted in the Chinese furnishing 
two meals for that price. The little party was 
2ompletely in the hands of these fiends, 
for in their weakened state they were unable 
to defend themselves should an attack be made 
upon them, so it was decided on the morning 
of the 24th to try and reach a larger island to the 
north. In this they were successful and found 
the Chinese much more hospitable, for here they 
were given shelter in a large temple and supplied 
with a suffiency of food, although they were withie 
out the means to pay for it. 

On the next day a junk was sighted, and 
upon being signalled approached the island and 
anchored. It had been sent out by the Captain to 
look for the missing men, and all were taken on 
board and joined the main party, who had reach- 
ed Pachan Island. The junk was kept searching 
all day, but no others of the shipwrecked crew 
could be found. The next morning the Kuma- 
moto Maru, in response to a report of the disaster 
previously sent to Anping, arrived, and made a 
careful though futile search for the thirty-six of the 
crew who were missing. No trace of the rafts 
were found, and there is scarcely a shadow of a 
doubt that the men were drowned the first day. 

In commenting upon the loss, the Naval Officers 
are most enthusiastic in their praise of the crew, 
who throughout conducted themselves with great 
bravery and submitted to discipline until the last 
without a murmur. And while the boats were 
picking up the men after the ship had sunk, al- 
though it was known that all could not be carried, 
the unselfishness of the crew was heroic, They 
aided their officers to first board the boats, and 
then without a word of solicitation, watched the 
boats crew pick up those who were most easy to 
reach, and then when all were aboard that could 
possibly be carried, the boats disappeared from 
their sight, and with them their last chance of 
life. It isto be hoped that one or more of the rafts 
afterwards drifted to some of the neighbouring 
islands and that the Chinese have picked the 
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men up, but after the careful search made by the 
Kumamoto Maru, that is very unlikely. 

The Kohei was built by the Chinese Government 
in Foochow in 1891, as a torpedo catcher, and 
catried 3 12 cm. and 4 57 mm. quick firing guns, 
4 37 mm. machine guns, and 4 torpedo tubes, She 


was 236 feet in length, with a tonnage of 1,230 
The ship was engaged in the battle of the 


tons, 
Valu. and was surrendered to the Japanese at 
Weihaiwei. 
under command of Captain Fujita. 


Taipehfu, Dec. 31st, 1895. 
Lam still attached to the Second Division. 


all. 


bands, they devoted their time to plundering and 
murdering the peacefully inclined Chinese, who in 


some instances, for self-protection, were forced to 
The method of attack was to 
make an unexpected raid on a village; the people 


join the banditu, 


usually deserting their homes, glad to escape with 


their lives, and then loot the place, carrying away 
If the inhabitants had in any 
way opposed them, the village was burnt to the 
The band then returned ta the strong- 
holds which were usually well fortified, and the 


everything of value. 
ground. 


spoils were there divided. It has been with this 
class, which certain foreign journals published in 


the East, represent as peacefully inclined natives 


fighting for their homes, that General Nogi and 
his troops have been engaged during the last 


month, and the difficulties of transport with the 
almost impassable pathways, the lack of know- 


ledge of the exact location of their retreats, which 


were constantly changing that they might be 
more secure, formed a task which necessarily re- 


quired much time, and—in order that the innocent 
should not suffer with the guilly—a task calling 
for great tact on the partof the Japanese Com- 
manders. General Nogi, who is beloved by all for 


the great consideration he has shown the Chinese 
as well as the savages, made no attack until all ef- 


forts of conciliation by peaceful methods had failed. 

Towards the last of November, a platoon of 
Japanese troops who were reconnoitering in the 
vicinity of the Ha-tamsul river, south of Tianan-fu, 
were surrounded by about six hundred rebels, but 
after a few hours hard fighting they succeeded in 
driving them back, killing thirty of them, while 
the Japanese loss was three killed, two wound. 
ed, and two missing—probably captured by 
the rebels and taken with them, that the two 
unfortunate soldiers might be subjected to death 
by torture, to satisfy the thirst the Chinese have 
for cruelty and their delight in witnessing the 
sufferings of human beings. 


An intrenchment of rebels situated on the So- 


bwa-kei river was captured by the Japanese on 
November 18th, with a loss of five men killed and 
wounded, the Chinese leaving twenty killed be- 
hind them. 
hold. A platoon of troops encountered about 
1,000 rebels in the vicinity of Banshorio on 
November 23rd. The Japanese found great 
difficulty in defeating them, but were even- 
tually successful and with only the loss of one 
man, while the enemy’s loss was sixty. On 
November 25th, asa detachment approached to 
attack the rebel village of Nantosho, the rebels 
fled. The village wasthen burned and the troops 
returned to their camp. General Nogi sent a 
detaclhhment, in commandof General Yamaguchi, 
to the south, that the different bands of rebels 
might be thoroughly cleared out, The force consist- 
ed of a battalion of infantry, atroop of cavalry, 
2 batteries of artillery, 2 platoons of engineers, 
On the 25th General Yamaguchi sent a detach- 
ment to attack the rebels, who were protected 
by quite an elaborate line of defence works, 
in the village of Kwasho-sho, They resisted 
obstinately, and it was only by advancing and 
driving them from house to house that the village 
was cleared. The rebels were then followed for 
some distance, when they fled rapidly to the S.E. 
and the troops returned. The Japanese loss was 
5 men killed; ¢ officer (Second Lieut. Kusakari), 

non-commissioned officers, and 27 men wounded. 
[he bodies of about 300 rebels were found, and 
20 old cannon, 340 rifles, 130 spears, and 10 flags 
were captured, The stronghold was burned, and 
the Japanese returned to head-quarters. Seven 
to eight hundred rebels crossing a river near Sai- 


seisho, made an attack on aréconnoitering party 


At the time of the accident, the ship 
was manned by 14 officers and 160 men and was 





The 
details of the almost daily skirmishes the troops 
have had with scattered bands of rebels in the south 
would be of litthe interest to your readers; there- 
fore I will only review the principal events, though 
a description of one engagement would apply to 
After the escape of General Liu Yung-fu and 
the surrender of the so-called ‘* Black Flag Braves,” 
a considerable number of the rebels, consisting of 
mainland and native levies, retreated into the hill 
districts, or to obscure little villages on the plains, 
where, mingling with the Hakkas and dividing into 








Yen 2,500 was found in the strong- 


consisting of a platoon of Infantry and Engineers, 
but upon the Japanese being reinforced, the ene- 
my was defeated, driven into and eventually from 
their village, which was then burned. Japanese 
loss: 3 privates. Rebelloss: about 50. During the 
last ot November many of the rebels came into the 
Japanese camps and surrendered. All firearms 
aod ammunition were taken and the men released, 
General Yamaguchi moved his troops south ou 
December 3rd, to subdue the district inland from 
Ponglian, which, it will be remembered, was the 
landing place of Nogi’s division when the attack 
on Liu and his Black Flags was intended: 140 
savages with their chiefs came and called at head- 
quarters bringing with them many gifts. The 
friendliness of the savages must be satisfac- 
tory to the Japanese. Kinalock, a Hakka head- 
man, who had been taken prisoner, was released 
by the Japanese, but falling into the hands of his 
own people he was in turn imprisoned by them, 
Word reaching Ponglian that the rebels were 
assembling ata village in the interior from that 
place, a detachment was sent and defeated the 
enemy with theloss of one man, The rebels left 20 
dead. The main body retreated to the mountains. 
Troops were sent to the north of Ponglian to 
reconnoitre. They met with a little resistance in 
the village of Kokansho, but the rebels were sur- 
rounded and the place was peacefully occupied. At 
Dai-kan-lon the resistance was more determined 
and the village was burned, the rebels retreating. 
Japanese, no loss: Rebel loss, go killed. December 
21st, the last of the known‘retreats of the rebels was 
taken with some fighting and the village burned, 
December 26th, all the rebel chiefs had been 
captured withthe exception of. one, and South 
Formosa was quiet. The distribution of troopsin 
the south is as follows :— 

Second division Head-quarters, Tiananfu, Ge- 
neral Nogi commanding. 

Third Brigade, Tainanfu. 

Fourth Brigade, Tainanfu. 

Fourth Regiment, infantry, 2 batallions, Pitao, 
, Fourth Regiment, infantry, 2 companies, Hen- 
chun, : 
. Fourth Regiment, infantry, 2 companies, Hong- 
ian, 

Seventeenth Regiment, infantry, Kagi. 

Sixteenth Regiment, infantry, Tiananfu. 

Fifth Regiment, infantry, Lokang. 

Two batallions, Engineers, Tiananfu. 

Two Regiments, Artillery, Pitao, Kagi, and 
Lakang. 

Cavalry, Tiananfu. 


Taipebfu, Formosa, Jan, 3rd, 1896. 

The full account of the last few days exciting 
occurrences I am unable to give you at this writ- 
ing, as we are yet without communication with 
many of the posts, and as the rebels are still in 
the vicinity it cannot be completely restored until 
reinforcements arrive, for the present small force 
is needed for the protection of Taipehfu and the 
adjoining foreign settlement of Twatutia. But I 
will review the principal events as we know them 
up to date. 

A simultaneous attack was planned for early 
morning of the New Year, as it was thought that 
the Japanese would be so wrapped up in celebrat- 
ing that they would be taken at a disadvantage. 
Without a doubt the attack had been planned 
many months before, and as the Japanese force 
was very small, less than five hundred soldiers, 
the Chinese could not have selected a more 
favourable opportunity for the attack. 

Gelaw, to the South-east of Kelung, was the 
first point of attack, and the fighting must have 
been exceptionally severe, although uo authentic 
report has reached here yet from that point, 

Sui-hong (Zie-ho), also in the vicinity of Kelung, 
was attacked on the 2gth, the small Japanese 
garrison defeated and driven towards Kelung, 
but receiving reinforcements from Kelung they 
retook the village and drove the rebels back for 
some distance, 

On December 31st, at midnight an attack was 
made on the villages in the vicinity of Tai- 
pehfu. ‘The following have been heard from: 
At Sintian the police station was attacked and 
some of the Japanese escaped ; nine were killed. 
At Kimpaoli the Japanese retreated, all reach 
ing Taipehfu in safety. At Kantow, which is 
between Taipehfu and Hobe, ten men belong. 
ing to the telegraph corps were killed. Hobe 
was attacked, but the rebels were defeated. The 
first attack at Taipehfu was outside the N.E. gate, 
about 10.30 p.m. on Dec, 31st. The Japanese an- 
swered the firing from the city wall at once, and it 
soon ceased. At midnight the gate was attacked 
again and firing continued intermittently during 
the early morning and into the afternoon, The 
Japanese then sent out a detachment and the rebels 
retired a short distance. The telegraph wires 
were culand the railroad lines obstructed. Ou 
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Jan. 2ud and 3rd the rebels still continued to fire 
at intervals, but as reinforcements, consisting of 
about 400 soldiers, arrived, it was possible to send 
a force outside, which encountered some opposition 
but which for the time succeeded in driving the 
rebels back. 

On the 2nd, in the early morning, two companies 
of Japanese infantry marched to Sikkow. After an 
encounter with the rebels they entered the village 
and were horrified to find there the headless bodies 
of thirteen Japanese, all fiendishly mutilated. The 
village was burutand the troops returned. 

Ag itis impossible to separate the rebels from 
the Chinese, the position is somewhat critical. 
Reinforcements are badly needed. The Japanese 
force in the north is extremely small, and dis- 
tributed over a wide range of territory. 

_ January 3rd, 12 p.m. 

One thousand troops have just arrived from 
Japan vid Kelung. This practically ends the re 
bellion about Taipeh-fu, but should mark the begin- 
ning of a systematic clearing out of these so called 
rebels, who are nothing more or less than large 
bands of banditti. They are not, with a few 
exceptions, property-owners, and if a head man is 
found among them who has some property, it 
should be confiscated. 

Those that surrender peacefully should be sent 
to the mainland, and those that resist must suffer 
the consequences. The Japanese have dealt 
leniently with these people for eight months, and it 
is certainly time, if they have any cegard for the 
lives and property of the peaceful Chinese farmers 
and merchants, for the lives of their own country- 
men, and for the future peace and prosperity of 
Formosa; to now perform their dutys ithas been 
plainly set before them. 
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By Joun Prummer, M.J.S. 


Sydney, November 30. 


exist at the cluse of the present year. 








LETTER FROM ST, LOUIS. 
———————o__——— 
(From our CoRRrgsPoNnDeENT.) 


modifying, if not abolishing, their present tariffs, 
In Victoria, the impending opening of the New 
South Wales ports to the commerce of the world 
is regarded with considerable misgiving, and 
December roth, 1895. | furnishes an opportunity of which the Melbourne 

St, Louis is just now making a great effort to 
secure the next National Conventions both of the 
Republican and Democratic parties. Already 
neatly $100,000 have been subscribed by private 
persons to defray the expenses in entertaining the 
conventions, and many think that the next Pre- 
sident of the United States will be nominated in 
this city. It will be a great thing for the city if 
the conventions meet here, as it will bring here 
thousands of prominent people. 

Last Monday, James M. Rollins, Esq., who 
spent several years in Japan, passed a successful 
examination before the Circuit Court of this etry, 
and was licensed to practise law. Mr. Rollins 
once lived in Kobe and Osaka. Upon returning 
to St. Louis three years ago, he began the study 
of law in the Washington University Law School. 
He was connected with the daily press of this 
city dusting the time, and a year ago was ape 
pointed to the office of Deputy Sheriff at the 
Four Courts. In speaking of his admission to 
the bar the St. ZLouts Post 2 patee said :— 
James M. Rollins, the well-known Deputy Sheriff, 
was admitted to the bar this morning. He was one 
of a class of eight, five of whom were successful. 
The examination was conducted on Monday by 
Judge Withrow, G. A. Finkelebury, Edward Ro- 
bert, and Jolin Dryden. Mr. Rollins was edu- 
cated for the ministry and after he was graduated 
took a three-years’ course in theology. He then 
spent three years teaching English in Japan. He 
speaks Japanese fluently and has some knowledge 
of Chinese, through his residence in the Orient. 
He will resign his position as Deputy Sheriff at 
the expiration of his term and open a law office. 

S.Z. Akamatsu of Osaka, Japan, has opened up 
asiore in this city. He pays a monthly rental of 
$275, besides other heavy expenses. This is in 
keeping with all Japanese who have ever ate 
tempted to do business in this city, They seem 
to be too proud to be economical and succeed. 
They all fail. On the other hand, a Chinaman 
hasa successful ‘ Japanese Store” in this city, 
runs it on an economical basis and dues most of 
the work himself, and so succeeds. 

Murder seems to have “ broken loose’ among 
the wegro population of this city. Every week 
and nearly every day there are one or more homi- 
cides. Last week a negro man carved a mulatto 
woman lo pieces with a knife, and when the mur- 
derer was being taken to the morgue to be sworn 
over the victim’s body a band of 500 negroes at- 
tempted to lynch him, and were only prevented 
from doing so by a large force of officers and 
policemen. 

Palmer Cox is in St. Louis this week with his 
original Brownies. The show is a first class one 
and takes wonderfully well, The fame of his 
Browuies of course makes the show a ‘‘ taker.” 

Of late there has been much newspaper talk, 


wnoval of commercial ‘restrictions, has not been 
slow in taking advantage. The Argus, in the 
courseof a powerful article, says:—"* Sydney, from 
the beginning of the year, will become the great 
commeicial centre of the South Pacific, trade wilt 
flow to and fio through the North Heads in 
increasing volume, the further islands in the 
tropics will pour their riches into the stores of 
Port Jackson, the shipping of the world will find 
on her ample waters one of the few free havens in 
the universe, It is impossible to contemplate the 
change, i ie @ change worth figtting for, 
without pondering on the position of Melbourne 
in the competitition, Once this was a great 
city, the centre of Australian life, a cily pro- 
mising to realise a glorious destiny. The Oceanic 
trade was ours; the waste lands of the far north 
were made productive at the bidding of Victo- 
rians; the enterprise of our citizens gave an im- 
petus to the commerce of every colony—Mel- 
bourne was the mainspcing of the industrial ma- 
chinery of the coutinent. And now! To-day we 
have to confess ourselves outstripped. By reason- 
able adhesion to the principles of fiscal freedom 
the people of New South Wales have forced their 
capital forward until she already holds first place. 
We are as a giant, who, having everything in his 
favour, wantonly tried the experiment of hobbling 
himself to increase his speed. After a brief ex- 
perience of restriction of commerce, New South 
Wales has found her reason again, and toeday is 
on the eve of an act of state which should carry 
Sydney generations ahead of Melbourne.” 

Inthe meantime, the tone of business in Sydney 
and elsewhere is extremely dull, a result of the 
existing uncertainty in fiscal and political affairs, 
although there appears no diminiution in the enore 
mous amounts annually expended in amusements 
of every description, Itis really a mystery where 
all the money comes from. At present the great 
obstacle in the way of reviving industrial pros- 
perity is the long continuance of hot, dry weather 
in many parts of Australia, the result being a 
partial failure of the harvests and the wholesale 
destruction of crops. There has also been a dimi- 
nished wool supply. One immediate effect of these 
depressing influences is a stagnation of business in 
Ornamental goods, the auction sales of Japanese 
wares being on a more limited scale thau former- 
ly, although the retailers of the cheaper kinds of 
goods have no complaint to make. Attempts are 
being made to introduce Japanese silks more 
largely into the colonies, and with a fair 
amount of success, the lighter kinds being ade 
mirably adapted for summer wear. They are, 
however, frequently sold as Liberty silks. The 
low rates at which Japanese silks can be 
sold in Australia, will wecessacily exercise a 
prejudical influence on the endeavours to rear 


Google 


und considerable alarm over the possibility of a 
formidable competitor in Japan in numerous ar- 
A representative of a 
large Japanese corporation was here a few days 
ago on a tour looking after a market for sundry 
The papers all printed inter 
views with the gentleman (whose name I have 
forgotten), and in many parts it is feared that 
Japan wilt compete sharply for the American trade 
in many things heretofore manufactured this side 


St. Louis is to have a noted wedding on Dec. 
Paul Von Gontard, of Hagen, Westphalia, 
or of Berlin, Germany, is to marry Miss Clara 
Brewer 
The couple met two years 
ago in Constantinople while on a pleasure trip, 
and it is claimed to be a case of. real love. 
But most people are sceptical and suspect that it 
1s another case of American ‘‘money” marrying 
Such weddings are becoming 








The pacific termination of the conflict between 
the two parliamentary chambers in New South 
Wales, will now enable M:. G. H. Reid, the 
Colonial Premier, to give practical effect to his 
free trade policy, it having been arranged that 
the ad valorem duties in the colony shall cease to 
This will 
aid largely in the expansion of the mutual trade 
existing between New South Wales and other coun 
tries, and necessitate the other Austsalian colonies 


Argus, which has ceaselessly advocated the re- 
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the silk-worm in parts of New South Wales. 
These efforts were commenced about forty 
years ago, but until tecently there were few 
results of an encouraging nature, one drawback 
being the comparative scarcity and dearness of 
labour. At present the work of silk cultivation is 
practically confined toa small [alian colony on 
one of the northern rivers of New South Wales. 


Notwithstanding the favourable accounts fur- 
wished by Mr. Jerome Dyer respecting the possi- 
bilities of trade between Victoria and Japan, 
colonial producers and shippers seem to liold 
pack, as though unwilling to proceed fucther in 
the matter. The Ballarat Star attributes this to 
the suddenly increased prestige of Japan, and the 
natural desire of the Japanese for expansion. * [t 
is here,” says the Stay, “that the danger of esta- 
blishing more intimate trade relations with the 
victorious Japanese comes in. Australia is within 
easy distance of Japan, and while this would 
facilitate the transit of goods it would also en. 
courage the emigration uf men and women to 
these shores. There has always been an objec- 
tion to the presence of Asiatics in Australia, both 
on account of the cheapness of theic labour and 
living and also because of their disregard of 
hygienic conditions, to say nothing of their soime- 
what lax moral code. As regaids cleanti- 
ness, it is trne the Japanese are a consider- 
able improvement upon the Chinese, but the 
cheapness of their labour will always, it is 
urged, make them undesirable immigrants to 
Austcalia. The treaty between Great Britain and 
Japan, it is believed, will result in great advante 
ages to both nations, and the colonies will, up to 
next June, have the option of falling in with the 
arrangement. Before that time it is intended that 
representatives of the various colonies shall meet 
to discuss the advisability of taking advantage of 
the option allowed or not, so that joint action may 
be taken. The matter is one of some moment, the 
labour conditions in the two nations being so 
dissimilar that an extension of trade relations may 
not be an unmixed blessing.” This dread of alien 
immigration on a large scale prevails in all the 
colonies, and explains the reluctance of the various 
Australian Governments to touch the treaty bee 
tween Great Britain and Japan. 

Several letters have lately been received from 
Ausicalians resident in Japan, descriptive of 
various incidents connected with the recent war. 
Oue of these, dated from Formosa, has been 


published in a Sydney paper, and gives some 
interesting information respecting the rebellion in 


that island, and the measures adopted for its sup- 
pression. The writer explains the almost insupe:- 
aule difficulties with which the Japanese troops 
had to contend, and states that the rebel general 
was largely assisted in his operations by a couple 
of Englishmen who remained with him. Alter 
narrating the events connected with the Japanese 
occupation of Anping and ‘l'aiwanfoo, the writer 
thus concludes :=="" The people are getting over 
their panic now that law and order are restored, 
aud will no doubt be soon quite contented. ‘They 
will probably find Japanese tule more beneficial 
than their awn conupt system, and it will be the 
policy of their new sulers to conciliate them in 
every way. As regards General Liu, nothing 
definite is known, some believing that he will hold 
out in the mountains with a few thousand picked 
men in league with the savages of the inter ior, 
and harass the Japanese in guerilla warfare ; others 
again believing that tre escaped in the Zha/es, 
disguised as au old woman. The Japanese seem to 
have over-estimated his power, as they have an 
army of 70,000 men iu Formosa now, while the 
largest estimate of Liu’s army was 15,000. There 
is every reason to believe that the island will pros- 
per under Japanese rule.” 

Although the alarm created by the intelligence of 
the alleged treaty between Russia and China has 
subsided, an uneasy feeling continues to exist with 
regard to the future policy of Russia in Chinese seas. 
The Launceston Examiner thinks that she will, 
sooner or later, insist on having a port open all the 
year round, and that such being the case, it is to be 
hoped that the question will ultimately be settled 
through the agency of diplomacy. ‘ But,” says 
the Examiner, “if war results, the probabilities 
are that England will not find herself compelled te 
fight a formidable antagonist singleshanded, The 
other nations of Europe have long watched with 
jealous and anxious eyes the gradual extension 
of the Empire of the Czar and regarded Russia’s 
increasing power as a menace to the general 
peace. Germany, Austria, and Italy are not 
likely to stand idly by when the opportunity 
arrives to check undue advances on the part of 
theic gigantic neighbour, while the interests of 
Japan in the Bast would tend towards thatcountry’s 
casting in her lot against the aggressor. How 
Australasia would fare in the event of war breake 
ing out Is an aspect of the question of special ime 
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portance to these colonies, and the only answer 
is that we would have, in common with other 
sections of the British Empire, to take our share of 
the responsibility. Peshaps Russia would find 
her hands too fully occupied at home to trouble 
about sending vessels away to carry the strife 
into the fac off Antipodes, but in the event of its 
proving otherwise, the query arises, is Australia 
in a position to adequately defend herself?” This 
is the question that is being asked in all the 
colonies, and one destined to prove an important 
factor in the work of Australian federation, for 
without colonial unity for purposes of defence, the 
valuable lands of the Southern Cross will remain 
too loosely held for safety from hostile attack. 
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H.B.M. COURT FOR FAPAN. 
—_—__—_————___—— 
(In ADMIRALTY.) 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq,, Judge; sitting 
with Assessors. 
Mowpay, JANUARY 13TH, 1896. 


Tue “Macy's Isis’? CoLLIsion—JUDGMENT. 


‘Ihe Court reassembled at 10 o’clock this morne 
ing. ‘Ihe plaintiff vessel, the W. H. Macy, was 
represented by Messrs. A. B. Walford and G. H. 
Scidmore; the defendant, the Jsis, by Mr. J. F. 
Lowder. 

His Honour, on taking his seat upon the 
bench, said he wished to explain why the 
judgment of the Couct had not been delivered 
before, Counsel on both sides were aware of the 
circumstances, but he thought that it was as 
well to make it public. When the Assessors 
who sat with him were asked if the range 
of the light of the Macy should be tested at 
night they thought that it was unnecessary as, 
after examining it by day, they were convinced 
that it was a light that could be seen three miles 
off. When the Court resumed the same morning 
he (the learned judge) told them that the light was 
satisfactory. Before he prepared his judgment, 
however, the Naval Court was convened and evid- 
ence was laid before it impeaching the light. He 
therefore thought it to be plainly his duty to have 
the light tested as it should be tested. To do so 
it was necessary that the Macy should be on an 
ever keel, and she was wot in that position tll 
Tuesday last. That night the test was made. 
Meanwhile the Assessors had left port, but he ob- 

tained the assistance of another steamer-captain, 
he might add of the P. & O. This was his (the 
Judge’s) judgment :— 

This is a cause of damage, instituted by the 
owners of the American ship Willsam H. Macy, of 
2,205 tons gross register, against the owners of the 
British steamer [sis, of 2,505 tons gross, in respect 
of a collision which occurted between these vessels, 
on the morning of the 15th October last, in Uraga 
Channel, the entrance to Tokyo Bay. Both vessels 
were seriously damaged by thecollision. ‘Fhe Jsés 
was arrested at the suit of the Macy, but although 
the Jsés in her answer alleged that the ship was 
solely to blame for the collision, no steps were taken 
to institute a cross-action against the owners of the 
latter, probably because it was considered that 
none would lie in this Count against foreigners, 

The petition of the Macy states that she was 
sailing closeshauled on the starboard tack, heading 
about N.W. and going about 5 knots an hour, 
when she sighted, about two miles off on her stare 
board bow, the mast-head and red lights of a 
steamer, which subsequently proved to be the Jsss. 
The Macy kept on her course, but the Jsis came 
on with undiminished speed, still showing her red 
light, and in’ attempting to cross the ship’s bows 
came into collision with her, The account given by 
the Jsis in her answer is that she was steering 
S.S.W., at a speed of about 3 knots an hour, when 
suddenly the green light of a ship, which turned 
out to be the Afacy, was discovered about 5 to 6 
points on the port bow and only 500 or 600 yards 
off. ‘I'he steamer’s helm was at once put lard aport 
and her engines full speed ahead, and those on 
board the ship were hailed twice to starboard their 
helm; but they neglected to do so or to adopt 
any other manceuvre to avoid a collision, and the 
ship, continuing to come on, struck the /sts with 
hee stem on the port side amidships, cutting her 
down to the water’s edge. 

It should be explained that the Zsis, though 
bound for Yokohama, as was the Macy, was at the 
time in question heading down the channel: she 
had been from the previous evening steaming at 
reduced speed up and down waiting for day- 
light. Her speed against the flood tide I 
consider to be 2$ knots over the ground, as 
I adopt the estimate of its force given by the 
pilot of the ship rather than that (14 to 2 knots) 
in the steamer’s§ preliminary act. On the 
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courses and with the speeds given, it would appear 


that, in order that the ships should come tuto col- 
lision, the Jsss, when sighted froin the Afacy, must 
have borne, vot ‘about north,” as stated in bes 
preliminary act, but nearly 2 points to the west of 
north; so, too, onthe other hand, the SMacy must 
have borne only 4 points from the Js#s (nat § or 6, 
as alleged in her answer and preliminary act) 
when the vessels were 500 to 600 yards off. I do 
not think these corrections of much importance, 
but Thave thought it sight to mention them. 

The case made by the Macy against the Jsis is that 
a good look-out was not kept on board the steamer, 
and that she also disobeyed Arts. 17 and 18 of the 
Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea. By 
the former she was bound to keep out of the way 
of the sailing-ship, and by the latter she was ree 

uired to slacken her speed or stop and reverse. 

“he Lsis was fucther charged, in paragraph 4 of the 
petition, with not standing by the Afacy after the 
collision. At the commencement of the case, I 
expressed the opinion that, in view of the explicit 
denial and the other categorical statements on the 
subject made in patagraplis 5,6, and 7 of the 
answer, the charge should not be persisted in. 
The suggestion was, however, not adopted, and it 
was not till the end of the case that the charge 
was withdrawn, The Assessors agree with me in 
thinking that there was no sufficient ground for 
making the charge, and that the master of the Jsis 
did all that could possibly have been expected of 
him under the circumstances, 

The case of the Jszs, on the other hand, against 
the Macy is, first, that either her starboard light 
was not exhibited, or it was defective, or it was in 


some way obscured ; and, in the next place, that che 
could easily have kept clear of the /sis and ought 


to have done so. 
In the view which I have taken of the case, sub- 


stantially only two questions require to be dealt 


with,—the character of the green light of the Afacy, 


and the action of the Jsts when the ship’s light was 


first seen. 

First, as to the Macy’s light. The Assessors 
(two steamer-captains) who sat with me ducing 
the hearing, visited the ship by day in order to 
see the position of the light and also whether it 


could have been obscured by anything in the rig- 
ging. They advised me that the light was placed 


in the best possible position in the ship, 


and that there was nothing which could have 
obscured it from a vessel approaching on the star- 


board bow. They further pronounced the light 
itself, after lighting it, a first class light and such 
as could be seen three miles off. They were so 
satisfied on this point that they considered it 


quite unnecessary to try its range by night, 


Circumstances, however, determined me alter | 
had reserved judgment, to submit it to this test, 
and, the Assessors having left the port, I called in 
the assistance of another steamer-captain as exe 
pert. He tested the light on the evening of the 
7th inst., and his report upon itis as follows :—" I 
steamed from the Macy in a launch to a point in the 
harbour where the Honmoku lightship bore south, 
distance one mile. At that point the Macy was 
two miles off. Her starboard light, which had 
been tiimmed, lit, and put in position before I left 
theship, was not visible at that distance. The 
launch then proceeded towards the ship for half. 
aemile, when the green light was first observed 
very faintly, but more clearly with glasses. The 
night was dark with a clear atmosphere, and fa- 
vourable for seeing ship’s lights.” 

Upon this report it is evident that the light is 
not up to the standard required by the Regula- 
tions, and the breach of the Regulation being one 
which, it cannot be contended, could by no 
possibility have contributed to the collision, 
the case would seem to be governed by that 
of the Magnet, in 4 A. and E. 417, 427 (cf. also 
the case of the Scotia in the Supreme Court 
of the United States, reported in 14, Wall. 170.) 
In the Afagnet a foreign vessel, as this is, was 
held in fault under the provisions of 36 and 37 
Vic. c. 83, sect. 17 (which corresponds to sect. 
419 (4) of the present Merchant Shipping Act) 
for an insufficiency of lights by possibility causing 
or contributing to the collision; and though in that 
case both lights were found to be defective, and to 
a greater extent than the light here, that is merely 
a question of degree which cannot affect the rule. 
In the Duke of Buccleuch (at p.gt of 15 P. D.) 
the Master of the Rolls says, in a passage 
which was quoted by Lord Herschell when the 
case went on appeal to the House of Lords 
(App. Cas. of 1891, at p. 312) as being a 
correct statement of the law: “If it can be 
shown that a vessel has her lights not perfect 
according to the rule—if you can show that 
there is a defect in the lights—that vessel must be 
held to blame unless she can prove that the defect 
which existed in her lights could not by any pos- 
sibility have contributed to the collision.” And 


atec (at p. 313) the same learned Lord expressed 
his view of the importance of enforcing the rules 
and added: ‘IT cettainly should not be disposed 
to exonerate a vessel, shown to have broken 
them, on any minute calculation as to distance 
or bearing.” 

It is quite immaterial to enquire how it was that 
the light of the Asacy was not seen from the Jsis, say, 
amile aud ahalf off—whether it was because the 
look-out on the Zsts was not sufficiently vigilant, or 
whether the light, which was in a revolving socket 
in the oil-can, had not been placed quite parallel 
with the reflector of the lamp, or whether, again, the 
box in which the lamp was placed may have nar- 
cowed the range of the light. Either of the two 
latter theories would reconcile the statements 
of the ZJsss’ witnesses that when they did get 
near, the light was a good light burning bright- 
ly, with the statement of the Afacy’s that lo 
them the light all the time was burning brightly. 
It is enough, to put the Afacy in the wrong, that 
the light was not of such a character as the Jsés, 
approaching her on that bow, was entitled to have 
shown to her throughout the whole of the time 
(represented by the distance of two miles) during 
which she might act, if need be. 

‘The second question to be dealt with is, as I 
have said, the action of the Jsts when the ship’s 
light was first seen by her. Assuming, for the 
moment, that she could not, as she says she 
did not, see the light till the vessels were within 
500 or 600 yards of each other, was she tight in 
then acting as she did? ‘The chief officer who 
was in charge of the bridge, ordered the helin hacd 
a-port, and ‘‘a little alter” (he says), the captain, 
who in the meanwhile had come an_the bridge, 
gave the order lo go [ull speed ahead. ‘The 
captain’s account is that he went immediately 
on the bridge on hearing the light reported, but 
he agrees with the chief officer that the order to 
the engines came from him and was after the 
order to the wheel. In the chief officer’s log the 
occurrence, is thus entered :— Light reported 
on port bow, immediately the light was te- 
ported the captain came on the bridge; 
after ascectaining the character of the light, the 
same being a green light about 5 to 6 points on 
the port bow and very close, put the helm 
hard aport and the engine full speed ahead 
to answer her helm -quicker.” If this is a 
correct version of the occurrence, there would 
seem to have been a want of promptitude in 
acting, and the action when taken was a viola- 
tion of Rule 18. That Regulation requires every 
steamship when approacting another ahip so as to 
involve risk of collision, to slacken her speed, or 
stop and reverse if necessary: and if she departs 
fiom that rule, the burden of proof is thrown upon 
her of justifying such departure, and only actual 
necessity will justify her, (The Khedive § App. cas. 
876, and the Bemaresg P.D. 16). Lam advised, 
however, by the Assessors, that instead of going 
full speed ahead at the time she did, the proper 
manosuvre for her immediately she sighted the 
green light of the Macy, wasto have gone full 
speed astern. Had the chief officer at once done 
this, they are of opinion that with the lithe speed 
the Js was making, and with the tide against her 
about full on the bow, the Afacy would have passed 
clear. The steamer’s distance, at the time in 
question, from the point of collision we make to 
be a little over a cable, and the time she would 
occupy in traversing it about two and a half 
minutes. tis obvious that the effect of the full 
speed ahead must have been to place her some 
little distance nearer the point of intersection of 
the two courses, and bring her thus further across 
the Macy's bows. The difference between full 
speed ahead and full speed astern (with the as- 
sistance of the tide in the latter case), operating 
during that time, would have given the Jfacy the 
room needed to pass in safety. 

But the case against the Isis does not rest 
there, Iam advised that on a night like the one 
in question—when the captain of the Jsis could 
see the land four miles off ' quite plain ’—a very 
large vessel like the! Macy, with all her sails except 
the mainsail set, ought, with an efficient lookout 
on board the Js#s, to bave been seen without a 
light at least three-quarters of a mile off,—in 
ample time, that is, for the steamer to have kept 
ont ofher way. On these grounds I must hold 
the Zsts also to blame. 

Both vessels being thus in fault, the ordinary 
Admiralty cule as to each bearing half the total 
damage would apply if across suit had been in- 
stituted on which the Court could have adjudicated. 
Under the ciccumstances, I shall at present make 
no order for reference to the Registrar, but leave 
the plaintiffs) whose damage would appear from the 
statements in the pleadings to fall far short of that 
the of defendants) to apply, if they think fit, for an 
order to assess their damage. The defendants 
will then be at liberty to apply for an order as- 
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sessing theirs, and for such further ocder as will 
protect them from having to pay more than the 
sum (if any) which, upon the assessment of both 
claims, they may be found liable, on the principle 
of each vessel bearing half the total damage, to pay. 

As to the costs of the proceedings up to this 
point, each party must beac his own, and also pay 
one half of the Assessors’ and shorthand writer’s 
fees. 








PRESIDENT CLEVELAND'S MES- 


SAGE REGARDING VENEZUELA. 
——_ > 
Washington, December 17th. 


President Cleveland toeday transmitted to Con- 
gress the following message on the Venezuela 
incident :— 

To the Congress of the United States :-—In my 
annual message addressed to Congress on the 3rd 
inst., [ called attention to the pending boundary 
controversy between Great Britain and therepublic 
of Venezuela, and recited the substance of the 
representations made by this Government to her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government, suggestting the 
reasons why such disputes should be submitted to 
arbitration for settlement and inquiring whether 
it would be so submitted. ; 

The answer of the British Covernment, which 
was then awaited, has since been received, and, 
together with the dispatch to which it is a reply, is 
hereto appended, Such reply is embodied in two 
communications addressed by the British Prime 
Minister to Sir Julian Pauncefote, the British 
Ambassador at this capital. It will be seen that 
one of these communications is devoted exclusively 
to observations upon the Mowroe doctrine, and 
claims that in the present instance a new and 
strange extension and development of this doctrine 
is insisted on by the United States, and that the 
reasons justifying an appeal to the doctrine as 
enunciated by President Monroe are generally 
inapplicable to the state of things in which we live 
at the present day, and especially in their applica- 
tion to the controversy concerning the boundary 
line between Great Britain and Venezuela. 

Without attempting extended argument in ree 
ply to these positions, it may not be amiss to sug- 
gest that the doctrine upon which we stand is 
strong aud sound, because its enforcement is im- 
portant lo our peace and safety as a nation, and 
is essential to the integrity of our free institutions 
and the teanquil maintenance of oue distinctive 
form of government. It was intended to apply 
to every stage of our national life, and cannot be- 
come obsolete while our republic endures. If the 
balance of power is justly a cause for jealous anx- 
iety among the Governments of the Old World 
anda subject for our absolute non-interference, 
none the less is the observance of the Monroe doc- 
trine of vital concern to our people and their Go- 
vernment. 

Assuming, therefore, that we may properly in- 
sist upon the doctline without regard to ‘the 
state of things in which we live,” or any changed 
conditions here or elsewhere, it is not apparent 
why its application may not be invoked in the 
present controversy. If any European Power, by 
an extension of its boundaries, takes possession of 
the territory of one of our neighbouring republics 
against its will and in derogation of its rights, it 
is difficult to see why to that extent such Euro- 
pean power does not thereby attempt to extend its 
system of government: to that portion of this cone 
tinent which is thus taken. This is the precise 
action which President Monroe declared to be 
“dangerous to our peace and safety,” and it can 
make no difference whether the European system 
is extended by an advance of frontier or otherwise. 

It is also suggested in the British reply that we 
should not seek to apply the Montroe doctrine to 
the pending dispute, because it does not embody 
any principle of international law which is found. 
ed on the general consent of nations, and that uo 
statesman, however eminent, and no nation, how- 
ever powerful, is competent lo insert into the code 
of international law a nove! principle which was 
never recognized before and which has not since 
been accepted by the Governments of any other 
country. 

Practically the principle for which we contend 
has peculiar, if not exclusive, relation to the United 
States. It may not have been admitted in so 
many words to the code of international law, but 
since in international councils every nation is en- 
titled to the sights belonging to it, if the enforce- 
ment of the Monroe doctrine is something we may 
justly claim, it has its place in the code of inter- 
national law as certainly and as securely as if it 
were specifically mentioned, and when the United 
States is a suitor before the high tribunal that ad- 
winistersy international law, the question to be 
detormined is whether or not we present the claims 


which the justice of that code of law can find to be 
tight and valid. 


The Monroe doctrine finds its recognition in 
those principles of international law which are 
based upon the theory that every nation shall 
have its rights protected and its just claims en- 
forced. Of course this Government is entirely 
confident that under the sanction of this doctrine 
we have clear sights and undoubted claims. Nor 
is this ignored in the British reply. ‘he Prime 
Minister, while not admitting that the Monroe 
doctrine is not applicable to the present condie 
lions, states: “In declaring that the United 
States would resist any such enterprise if it was 
contemplated, President Monroe adopted a policy 
which received the entire sympathy of the English 
Government of that date.” He further declares: 
“ Though the language of President Monroe is 
directed to the attainment of the objects which 
most Englishmen would agree to be salutory, it is 
impossible to admit that they have been inscribed 
by any adequate authority in the code of inter- 
national law.” Again he says: ‘ They (Her 
Majesty’s Government) fully concur with the view 
which President Monroe apparently entertained, 
that any disturbance of existing territorial distri- 
bution in that hemisphere by any fresh acquisi- 
tion on the part of any European State would be 
a highly inexpedient change.” 

In the belief that the doctsine for which we 
contend was clear and definite, that it was found- 
ed upon substantial considerations and involved 
our safety and welfare, that it was fully applicable 
to our present conditions and to the state of the 
world’s progress, and thatit was directly related 
to the pending controversy and without any con- 
viction asto the final merits of the dispute, but 
anxious to learn in a satisfactory and conclusive 
manner whether Great Britain sought, under the 
claim of boundary to extend her possessions on 
this continent without right, or whether she merely 
sought the possession of tertitory facially included 
within here lines of ownership, this Government 
proposed to the Government of Great Britain to 
resort to arbitration as a proper means of settling 
the question, to the end that a vexatious boundary 
dispute between the two contestants might be 
determined and our exact standing and relation 
in cespect to the controversy might be made clear, 

It will be seen from the correspondence heres 
with submitted that this proposition has been de. 
clined by the British Government, upon grounds 
which, under the circumstances, seem to me to be 
far from satisfactory. tis deeply disappointing 
that such an appeal, actuated by the most friendly 


feelings toward both the nations | directly con. 
cerned, addressed to the sense of justice and to 


the magnanimilty of one of the great Powers of 
the world, and touching its relations to one com- 
paratively weak and small, should have produced 
no better results. 

The course to be pursued by this Government, 
in view of the present condition, does, not appear 
to adimit of serious doubt. Having laboured faithe 
fully for many years to induce Great Britain to 
submit this dispute to impartial arbitration, and 
having been now finally apprised of her refusal to 
do so, nothing remains but to accept the situation 
lo recognize its plain requirements and deal with 
it accordingly. 

Great Britain’s present proposition has never 
thus far been regarded as admissible by Vene- 
zuela, though any adjustment of boundary which 
that country may deem for her advantage, and 
may enter into of her own free will, cannot, of 
course, be objected to by the United States. As- 
suming, however, that the attitude of Venezuela 
will remain unchanged, the dispute has reached 
such stage as to make it now incumbent upon the 
United States to takes measures to determine with 
sufficient certainty for its justification what is the 
true divisional line between the republic of Vene- 
zuela and British Guiana. Inquiry to that end 
should, of course, be conducted carefully and judi- 
cially, and due weight should be given to all avail- 
able evidence, records, and facts in support of the 
claims of both parties. 

In order that such an examination should be 
prosecuted in a thorough aud satisfactory man- 
ner, I suggest that Congress make adequate ap- 
propriation for the expenses of a commission to 
be appointed by the Executive, who shall make 
the necessary investigation and report upon the 
matter with the least possible delay. When such 
report is made and accepted, it will, in my opi- 
nion, be the duty of the United States to sesist by 
every means in its powers as willful aggression 
upon its rights aud interests the appropriation by 
Great Britain of any lands or the exercise of go- 
vecnmental jurisdiction over any territory which, 
after investigation, we have determined of right 
belong to Venezuela. 

In making these recommendations, I am fully 
alive to the esponsibility incurred and fully realize 
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all the consequences that may follow. I am never. 
theless firm in my conviction that while it is a 
grievous thing to contemplate the two great Enge 
lishespeaking peoples of the world as being other- 
wise than friendly competitors in the onward 
march of civilization and strenuous and worthy 
rivals in all the arts of peace, there is no calamity 
which a greal nation can invite which equals that 
which follows supine submission to wrong and in- 
justice and consequent loss of national self-respect 
and the honour beneath which is shielded and de- 
fended the people’s safety and greatness. 


Grover CreveanD. 
Executive Mansion, December 17th, 1895. 





LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
——_»—_—______ 
(‘*Spaciac ” TgreGram To “ Jaran Maiv.’’] 


Nagasaki, January 17. 

The report of the steamer Bonnington says 
that she met heavy weather on December sth, 
when off Cape Osaki, and broached to, when 
the captain tried to wear. In this bad weather 
the main boiler broke adrift, smashing the 
boiler bulkheads and tearing up the ‘tween- 
decks. Then the funnel fell, smashing the 
starboard boats. By this time the engine- 
room and stokehold were full of water, and the 
lifeboats were both lost, only one small boat— 
which was also damaged—remaining. The crew 
then made a raft with the hourly expectation of 
having totake to it. On the 6th, the weather 
moderated, and the vessel drifted before a 
north-east wind, and, after passing between the 
Bonin Islands and the Loochoos, met the steamer 
Boynton on the 8th of January in latitude 26° 
57'N. longitude 121° 57’ E. The Bonnington 
was then taken in tow by the Boynfon and 
arrived safely in Hongkong. The health of the 
crew remained good, though provisions became 
very scarce. The steamer made 1,732 miles 
under canvas in 34 days. 

(The Cape Osaki referred to Is in Osumi, Kagoshima Ken, 
and is about 40 miles this side of Satanomisaki Light- 
house.—Eb. /.Af.] 

(From Banoxox Paezrs.) 
London. December 27, 

The National Union of the Transvaal, which 
is composed of the British Residents, has ad- 
dressed a manifesto to the people of the Trans 
vaal demanding equitable constitutional rights. 
There is much unrest and apprehension at 
Johannesburg in consequence of rumours of a 
projected uprising of the foreign element. Many 
of the citizens are advising a moderate attitude 
towards the demands of the manifesto. 

London, Dec. 25. 

It is qelieved in Washington that the dispute 
as to Venezuela will eventually find a peaceful 
and honourable settlement. 

London, Dec. 26. 

The New York World has, besides asking 
Mr. Gladstone to write on the present situation 
of affairs between England and America, made 
a similar request to the Prince of Wales and the 
Duke of York, who have telegraphed that they 
believe the present crisis will end satisfactorily, 
and that it will be succeeded by a continuance 
of the ancient and warm friendship between the 
two countries. 

Allahabad, Dec. 26. 

The London special correspondent of the 
Pioneer telegraphs that enlightened Americans 
at present in England, while condemning the 
action taken by President Cleveland, take a 
grave view of the situation, The acknowledged 
firmness of Lord Salisbury, and the difficulty 
President Cleveland would find in receding 
from the position he has taken up, make the . 
complication a serious one. The only hope is 
considered to lie in the chances of the Commis- 
sion deciding in favour of the English rights. 

London, Dec. 26. 

The Porte has appointed Christian Governors 
in the Provinces of Sivas, Bitlis, and Erzeroum. 

A movement is observable in England to 
favour the proposal for the Duke of Argyle to 
invite Russia to undertake the pacification of 
Armenia. 

London, Dec. 27, 

The Turkish troops have entered Zeitun after 
an obstinate fight, in which the Armenians lost 
2,500 men and the Turks 250. 
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(From Tonxin Parurs.) 
Paris, January 2. 

At the reception on the rst January, M. Felix 
Faure stated that the policy of France was 
pacific, 

Eight hundred armed men of the Chartered 
Company with cannon have entered the Trans- 
vaal to aid the colonists in securing civil and 
political rights. 

England disavows the action. 

France and Germany have protested, 


fine compoasitio 


sacrificial Rook 


Kuig 


us from you, 


(From tHe ** Cuina Matt.) 
Shanghai, Jan. 8, 6.34 p.m. 

Wang-tchang, the late Special Chinese Envoy 
to Russia, who was successful in carrying out 
the arrangements for intervention by Russia, 
Germany, and France over the Liaotung ques- 
tion, has been again appointed as a Special 
Envoy to St. Petersburg. 

The purpose of his mission is shrouded by 
the utmost secrecy, but it is considered by di- 
plomats at the capital to be a matter of great 
importance and of greater significance at the 
present crisis. 

Wang-tchang is the official who was mys- 
teriously shot at and wounded in Saigon on his 
way back to China. 


(From tue  N.-C. Datty News.”’) 
London, Jan. 9. 

An additional flying squadron of six men-of.- 
war is to be put in immediate commission, and 
has been ordered to join the force which is 
going to Delagoa Bay. 

Johannesburg has yielded unconditionally, 
the insurgents having given up their arms. 

President Kruger has intimated that he will 
deliver Dr. Jameson and the other prisoners to 
Sir Hercules Robinson on the borders of Natal, 
Sir Hercules Robinson is satisfied that the crisis 
is now over and there is no danger of future 
hostilities. 





very slowly. 
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London, January ro, 
Forwugal maintains a neutral attitude and re- 


fuses to allow the landing of either British or Pr icteshy 











Goyman forces at Delagoa Bay. W. Stainite 1. &. bird. 
The new flying squadron consists of H.M. 1—Pi0 O4 I—P to R 4 
ships Royal Oak, Revenge, Theseus, Gibraltar,| 2—PitoQB4 2—P to K 3 
Hermione, and Charybdis. 3—Kt to 0 BZ 3—PtoQ B3a 
ee 4—Ptw K3 4—Q KttoQ2 
ae 5—Ki iv BZ 5—Bto Q3 
CHESS, 6—PtoK 46 6—P takes K P 
——_q@—____ 7—Kt takes P 7—B to Kt § ch. 
(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuees Kvrtuny 8—Ki to B 3 8—O KttoK B 3 
‘ —Bt ial 
‘ rhe Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- a ae 4 tae eke 
ay ané Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5p-m.|  s1—Casiles 11—Castles 
ro t8 Am. 12—P 0 OR3 12—B takes Kt 
The Tokyo Ciess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel| !3—B takes B 13—Q to B2 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 14—Ki to K 5 14—K to 2 sq. 
lee aap 1I5—O to K 2 I5—PtoO Ki 3 
SoLuTion or Prosiem No, att. 16—P toQ Kt 4 16—B to Kt 2 
WHITE. BLACK. 17—P to K Bg 17—Kt to Bac 
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2—Kt to K 4, dis. mate 23—P to BO 23—B takes 
1—K takes B 24—R takes B 24—Kt to K 5 
a—Kt to Kt 3, double mate 25—B to Kt 4 25—PtoQOR4 
I—P to Kt 3 ae R to QOsq. d 26—P takes B 
2—Kt to Kt 7, dis. mate 27—F to B7 27—P to K Kt 4 
I—Q to B8 28—R to O 8 ch. 28—K to Ki 2 
2—Kt to Q 3, dis. mate 29—R P takes P 29—Kt to K 6 
pas I—O to Kt 5 or 30—R takes R 30—R takes R 
2—Kt to K 4, dis. mate toRs5| 3t-Rw0Q4 31—P to B 4 
I—Q to R2 32—R to O7 ch. 32—K to R 3 
2—Kt to Q 7, dis. mate 33—P takes P ch, 33—K takes P 
» Gls, I—Q to R3 34—P to R 4 ch, 34—K to B3 
2—Kt to K 6, dis. mate 35—Ki to B6 35—R to K Kt sq. 
I—Kt to 06 36—Resigns e 
2—Kt (B 5) takes Kt, diss mate @ Sometimes thought to be an excellent method of keep- 
; 1—RitoR 3 ing f° sonkes lata, especially when it is not intended to 
% tt ° 
2—Kt takes R, dis. mate Rie Re ’ ? This advancs is Seektedy S000 sow for pba 
mw IN (0 t thi - To take the Kt 
2—Kt takes R, dis. mate necessary for White, but then Black cals the other Kt 
— | t t ter. 
2—Kt to K 4, dis. mate pan Rs joa ‘The bishop ie ieepadeds sacrificed, but the soundness 
oor IR to Kt of the idea is doubtful. 
o—IKi to KG, dis. mate 3 e A mate is forced in three or four moves. 
; : 1—R to Kt 2 St. Pergerspure. 
2—Kt to Q 7, dis. mate | We are expecting further news by the steam- 
; 1I—R to R6 ship China (which vessel has not arrived at the 
2—Kt to Kt 3, dis. mate. time of writing), 
Correct answers from W.D.C., Digamma,; We reproduce the following from the San 


W.H.S., Shogi, Kr., 
Havilland. 


Digitized by Coc gle 


THE JAPAN 


ornate prose :—* Problem No 


draw after seventy-seven moves. 
match now stands: 


sublime 


Prosiem No. 213. 
By B. G. Laws, 


BLACK. 


wHits, 


Game No. 427. 


The following is a pretty game, in which Mr. 
Steinitz is defeated. 


QUEBN’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 
BLACK. 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


Our solvers generally seem to appreciate Loyd’s 
One of them breaks out in 
- 211 is fine; the 
3; the loyal activity of the 
ht shows that (pace Burke) the age of chi- 
valry is not past; while the steady immobile firm- 
ness of the Queen is admirable.” 


Kr.—No solution to Problem No. 209 reached 
Probably it got lost en route. 





White to play and mate in two moves. 


Y. C. C. CuHampionsuip, 
Tennant has defeated Wollheim in the third 
round by three games to one—so the final will be 
fought out by Griffin and Tennant in February, 


SHOWALTER v. LipscHuTz. 
The Showalter-Lipschutz match is 
The twelfth game resulting in a 
The score of the 
Showalter 5; Lipschutz, 4; 


Progressing 





J.D., E. J. King, and W. A.| Francisco Chronicle of 15th Dec, :— 
The St. Petersburg chess tournament, which 
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many of the experts believe will prove to be the 
greatest tourney ever held, for the season that 
four of the greatest players of the century, Lasker, 
Steinitz, Pillsbury, and Tschigutio, are to try cone 
clusions with each other for supremacy, was 
opened at the rooms of the St. Petersburg Club, 
in the presence of a large assemblage of distin- 
guished chess playeis, many of whom have jour- 
neyed fram distant points to witness the great 
quadrangular contest. 

The St, Petersburg Club endeavoured to induce 
Tarrasch to enter the lists, but, failing in the 
attempt, they proposed that the number of games 
to be played between each contestant, originally 
placed at four, should be increased to six, a pro- 
Position which the players readily accepted. Of 
the standing of the players little can be said. 
They are too well known to need an introduction, 
and it is safe to assume that the games played will 
be models of the best play of the present century. 

Punctually at 5 o’clock the contestants drew 
lots for their respective numbers. Lasker drew 
1, Pillsbury got 2, Steinitz 3 and Tschigorin 4, 
They sat down to play the first round in the fole 
lowing order, ‘Lasker vs. Pillsbury, Steinitz vs, 
Tschigorin, 

The features of the play were the brilliant victory 
of Pillsbury over Lasker and Steinitz’ indifferent 
form, shown in the queen’s pawn opening ia the 
game with’ Tsctrigorin: 

As to the outcome of Thursday’s play, little can 
be said except it augurs well for the chances of 
first prize coming back with Pillsbury. The 
gallant Brooklyn lad, 23 years of age, begins the 
trying ordeal well with victory over the present 
world’s champion in the first game; in fact that he 
has acest Ga wrenching it from Lasker’s grasp 
in personal encounter. At Hastings Pillsbury was 
handicapped with defeat on the very first day, yet 
he pulled out triumphant in the end. It is there- 
fore not unreasonable to believe that he stands at 
least an even chance of winning his present fight, 
The opinion prevails pretty generally that Pills- 
bury and Tschigorin will be the two rivals for 
first honours, and that the struggle is bound ta 
narrow down to a duel between the American and 
the Russian, The first day’s results tend natural- 
ly to strengthen this view of the situation. material- 
ly, Lasker and Steinitz both having been saddled 
with defeats. 


A Toxio Finis. 


END-GAME NO. 30, 
BLACK—(MR. B.). 
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WHITE=(MR. M,). 

BLACK, 
I—P takes Oo 
2——K moves 


Uf, 
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WHITE, 
1—O takes R P 
2—R to Kt 8 ch, 
3—R to Kt 7, mate. 





Game No. 428. 


RUY LOPEZ, 
WHITE, BLACK. 
Dr. S. Tarrasch C. A. Walbrodt. 
I—PitoK I—PtoK4 
2—Ktto KB3 2—KttoQ B3 
3—BtoKts 3—-PtoQR3 
4—BitoR4 4—Kt to B3 
5—Kt to B3 5—P0 O03 
6—P 0 Q4 6—B to O2 
7—B takes Kt 7—B takes B 
ae toK2 8—P takes P 
9—Kt takes P ae tet t 
10—Castles 10—B to K2 
11—Pio O Kt3a 11—Castles 
12—B to Kt 2 12—P toO Kt4 
13—PtoQOR4 13—P to Kis 
14—Kt to fe sq. 14—PtoB4 
1I5—KttoK B3 15—B to B3 
16—Kt to O 2 16—PtcQ4 
17—PtoK 5 17—Kt to K sq. 
18—Kt to K 3- 18—QO 0 O26 
19—-O R to O sq. 1I9—PtoOs5 
20—Kt (K 3) to Bg 20—O0 to K 3 
21—P to Bac 21—PtoB4 
22—KttoR 5 22—BtoQO4 
23-90 0 03 23—K to R sq: 
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24—O to Kt 3 24—R to R2 16th January,—Nota, General.—Nippon Yusen 
25—Kt (R 5) 10 B4 25—R to K Kt sq. Kaisha. 

26—O R to K sq. 26—P to Ki 4 Tairen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,791, Brown, 
27—R to K2 27—B to O sq. | 16th January,—-Hakodate, General,—Nippon 
28—O0 0 O03 28—O Rito K Kt 2 VYusen Kaisha. 

29—P to Kt 3 29—P takes P Ning Chow, Britis) steamer, 1,735, Warrell, 16ih 
30—R takes P 30—R to Kt 4 January,—Kobe, General.—W. M. Strachan & 


Co. 

Miike Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,062, J. F. Brown, 
16th January,—Bombay vid ports, General.— 
Nippou Yusen Kaisha. 

Palawan, British steamer, 4,500, Gadd, 17th 
Januaty,—London via ports, eneral,—P. & O. 
S.N. Co. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 856, K. Kori, 
17th January, —Yokkaichi, Gene:al.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 


3i—R (K 2) to B2 
32—Ki to 06d 
33—Kt takes P 
34—R takes P 
35—Kt takes Kt 


31—Kt to Kt 2 
32—O takes P 
33—Ktto R4e 
34—Kt takes P 
35—R takes Kt ch. 
36—P takes R 36—R takes P ch. 
37—K to B sq. 37—R takes Q 
38—R to Ki 4 and White wins. 


a Another somewhat original variation of the Ruy Lopez 


game, the intricacies of which are sufficient to justify its 
popularity in matches. Here B to Kt 2 is the immediate | Chingtu, British steamer, 1,369, Hunt, 17th 
object, with a view to a K side attack presently PtoK)  January,—Hongkong roth January, Sugar.— 


B 4 at once is attractive also. 

6 To prevent Ktto Bs, after PtoQs, 
account would not do at once. 

c There is some very fine play on both sides from this 
point, and for a time Black seems to have a perfectly 
good, if not the better, game, with what looks like a strong 
attack on the King. 

d Yhe marvellous finish of the game, to which we can- 
not tefer in detail, renders it of altogether exceptional 
interest, owing to the complicated nature of the play and 
the brillianey with which it winds up. hite seems 
driven to venture someth ng, and it is quite possible Black 
could have done better with a little more foresight. 

e Here Walbrodt made the obvious move here. It seems, 
however, that Kt to K 3 is more effective , it would at least 
have prevented the brilliancy which has rendeied the 
game so notable. 


Butterfield & Swire. 

Pyrrhus, British steamer, 2,299, Batt, 17th Janu- 
aty,—London via pots, General.—Butter field 
& Swire. 

Sendai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,034, Crichton, 
17th January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Mount Lebanon, British steamer, 1,555. Hendry, 
$Aibs Joniwatys 5 kone B.C., 15th December, 
viA Honolulu, General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Tkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,907, Allen, 18h 
January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tokio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, Tipple, 
18th January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 


which on‘that 


Tokyo CHAMPIONSHIP. 
The finish here lies between Walz and Mason, 
who enter upon their duel next Friday. 














a C2 hl 
—_--—-——_——— ——— ——__ DEPARTURES. 
MAIL, STEAMERS. Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,219, Giese, 
° rth January,—Nemuro, General.—Nippon 
rtm NKXT MAE IS Due Yusen Kaisha. Sana 
From America... per P.M. Co. Saturday, Jan, 18th.* Lennox, British steamer, 1,350, Williamson, rth 
From Europe, via oe aircis eg RE January,—New York vid Suez Canal, General. 
OMNGMONR cecsecceeeee per M. M. Co. Saturday, Jan. 18th. eS : 
From Canada, &c....... perC. PR. Co. Tuesday, Jan. arst t Dodwell, Carlill & Co. ° 
From America ....ceer perO. & O. Co. Thursday, Jan, goth. Sendai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,034, Crichton, 
From Hongkong ...... per UO. & U.Co. Wed'day, Jan. aand.t 11th January,—Hakodate, Gene:al.—Nippon 
From Europe, via : tal 
Hongkong ..ccccseeees per N.D. Lioy.t Wed'day, Jan, aand. VYusen Kaisha. : 
From Hongkong ...... per P.& O.Co. Sunday, Jan. 26th. Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 704, Yoshizawa, 
Feom Hongkong ...... per(. P.R.Co, Thursday, Jan. smh. 1ith Jannary,— Hakodate, Generat.— Nippon 





—_———$<——_—_ - 


Vusen Kaisha. 

Altmore, British steamer, 1,597, J. Watson, T2tn 
Januaty,—Victoria, B.C., and Portland, Or., 
Mails aud General,—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 2,198, J. T. 


* China left San Francisco on December 31st. t Calédonten 
left Kobe on January 17th. % Empress of Japan left Vancouver 
on January 9th. | Afridi left San Franeisco on January arth. 
§ Gaelic (with English mail) left Hongkong on January rath. 


THE NEXT SAIL PBAvers 2 
For Hongkong .......+ per. ®,R. Co. Taestay, Jan, ast. Smith, 12th January,—Hongkong, vid Naga- 
For Europe, vid Hong- saki, Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 
MONE crsseeseeceseenseeess per Ni. D, tloyd Friday, Jan. agth. 


British steamer, 1,934. Allen, rath Janu- 
M. 


£ > 
For Kurope, vid Shang- Kaisow, 


an Sot veka dvenebceh per fl. M ¢ ¢ ae ae cae ary,—Loudon vid ports, General.—W. 

or America wo... perO,& O.Co, Saturday, Jan. 25th. a 

For Canada, &c. ..... perc. PLR Co Friday, Jan. ist Strachan & Co. *,° 

For Hongkong wc... per ®.& O. Co. Saturdsy, Feb, ast Glamorganshire, British steamer, 1,845, be al 
For Victoria, H.C... per N.Y. Ce Tuestav, Feb. 4th. th Januaty,—London vid Hambor evvetal, 
For Victoria, B.C....... per O. R. & N.Co. Tuesday, Feb. 4t'. se J | Pe 1&C . 

For America ....eceecee per P.M, Co. Tuesday, Feb. 4th. — ene ee ae 


Progress, German steamer, 746, Brandt, 13th 
January,—Muroran, General.—Nippon Yusen 

. Kaisha, 

Saint Regulus, British steamer, 1,999, F. W. 
Wilson, 13th January,—Kobe, Ballast. —Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Suminoye Maru, 
13th January,—Yokkaichi, 
Yusen Kaisha. ; 

Toyei Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,696, Yoshida, 
13th January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Achilles, British steamer, 1,470, Harvey, 14th 
January,—London vid ports, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, Haswell, 
14th January,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
General. —Nippow Yusen Kaisha. 

Niigata Maru, Japanese steamer, 
January,—Otarn, General.—Nippon 
Kaisha. 

Toyei Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,696, Toyoshima, 
14th Januaty,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Yeijo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Curnow, 
14th January,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 

“Yusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, r4th 
January,— Nagasaki, Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 

Pronto, German steamer, 632, Meyer, 14th 
January,—Kuchinotsu, Ballast.— Mitsui Bussan 
Kaisha, 

City of Rio de Fanetro, American steamer, 2,246, 
W. J. Russell, 15th January,—San Francisco, 
Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Ekstrand, 
15th January,—Kobr, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, Ono, 
16: January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Retriever, American schooner, 75, C, E. Barron, 








LATEST SHIPPING. 
ES Ea 


ARRIVALS. 


Orestes, British steamer, 2,879, Pulford, rith 
January,—London via ports, General,—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Progress, Ge ma. steamer, 746, Brandt, rith 
January,—Otaru, Coal.—Nippon Vusen Kaisha, 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
rith January,—Hongkong viA ports, 3:d Janu. 
ary, Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
W. J. Russell, r2th January,—Hongkong via 
ports, 5th January, Mails and General.—P. M. 
S.S. Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, rath 
January,—Nagasaki, Coal.— Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Pronto, German steamer, 632, Bola, rath January, 
—Shanghai, General.— Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 
Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 836, K. Kori, 
12th January,—Yokkaichi, General. —Nippon 

Yusen Kaisha. 

Glenesk, British steamer, 2,275, Webster, 13th 
January,—London via ports, General.—Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Swain, 13th 
January,— Hakodate 11th January, General,— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Pique (8). British cruiser, Captain H, C. Bigge, 
rath January,—Kobe. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, Mc. 
Millan, 15th January,—Kobe, General.—Nip- 
pon Vusen Kaisha. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, Handa, 15th 
January,—Yokkaichi, General. —Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Thekla, German steamer, 6.650, Christiansen, 
15th January,—Hamburg via ports, General.— 
Simon, Evers & Co, 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, Ono, 


Japanese steamer, 856, K. Kori, 
General.—Nippon 


1,096, 14th 
Vusen 
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16th January,—Borneo vid Loochoo Islands, 
Exploring out-fit.—Captain. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, Mclvor, 
16th January,—Yokkaichi, Geueral.—Nippon 
VYusen Kaisha. 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, D. Ohno, 
17th January,—Kobe, General. —Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Orestes, British steamer, 2,879, Pulford, 17th 
January,—London via ports, eneral.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japauese steamer, 1,512, Mac- 
Millan, 17th January,—Hakodate, eneral.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H.-S. Tocque, 
18th Januacy,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails aud 
General,—P. & O. S.N, Co. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Verona, from Hongkong via 
ports:—Me. and Mrs. Brocklebank, child, and 2 
Chinese, Miss L.. Kidwell, and Mr, Van Dutin 
cabin ; one Japanese in steerage, 

Per American steamer City of Rio de Fanetro, 
from Hongkong vid ports:—Mr. K. Buxton, Mis, 
C. E. Freet, and Mr. W. J. Copmann in cabin. 

Per British steamer Mount Lebanon, liom Vic- 
toria, B.C., vid Honolulu :—Ore passenger in 
cabin; 60 passengers in steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports :—Mr. Luois G. Stevenson, Mr, J. Wil- 
son, Mr, and Mrs. Popp, Mr. A. Kleinwort, Mr, 
D. W. Crawford, Mr. Cheong Sing, Mr. Z. Tsu 
kamoto, Mr. Harada, Mr. K. Kubota, and Mr. 
K. Moriyama in cabin; Mr, and Mrs, Teichert, 
Mr. K. Shoji, Mr. ¥. Kawabata, and Mr. S. Hata 
in second class, and 78 passengers in steerage. 

Per American steamer City of Rio de Fanetro, 
for San Francisco:—Rev. H. B. Price, Mr. and 
Mrs. M, Funakoshi, Mr. J. K. Evelette, Mr. K. 
M. B. Pierce, and Mr. J. F. Kets in cabin. 

Per British steamer Verona, for Hongkong vid 
ports:—Messis. H. M. Bevis, F. J. Hall,, D. 
Kennedy, C. De Mansfield, Thos. E. Peters, H. 
Hapgood, Chas. Youle, Wrigit, and m.. 6s 
Schwabe in cabin; one European, 9 Chinese and 
4 children in steerage. 

CARGOES. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports :— Treasure, $119,000. 

Per American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
for San Francisco :— 

THA. 


AN 
PUNNCIBE Hl . 


NEW 8T. HONO- OTHER 
VORK« CHICAGO, LOUIS, LULU,CITIES,TOTsL. 











Shanghai... 150 _- _- = _— — 4150 
Yokohama. 878 - _ — — — 878 
Hongkong. 337 _ _- - — — 337 
Total ... 1,365 - - - = = 1365 
SILK. 
aan Ew 

*UANCINGCO, «TOKE, WMARTFORD. tortat. 

Hongkong oss. _ ait _— aus 
Vokohama .......- 3 804 _ 807 
Total ..ccce scene 3 1,015 _ 1,018" 


Per British steamer Verona, for Hongkong via 
ports:—Silk, 189 bales ; Waste Silk, 99 bales. 





REPORTS. 


The American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
Captain Russell, reports :—Left Hongkong the sth 
January at 5.55 a.m., vid Nagasaki the gth, and 
Kobe the rth at3p.m., Arrived at Yokohama 
the 1ath January at 5.55 p.m. Had fine weather 
throughout the voyage. Passage, 7 days, 13 
hours, 42 minutes. 


—— 











LATEST COMMERCTIAT., 
—————__>___ ——_ 
IMPORTS. 


Dealers have not got thoroughly to work as 
yet, and business in Yarn is very small, Grey 
Cloth very dull, Some enquiries in Fancies and 
Woollens and a few contracts ate reported for 
delivery later in the year. 


COLTOT PlRCw GOS, 


Pen rliecs, 
Gisey Shistings—84 th, sNb yds. yytnches $230 lo 2.90 
Grey Shirtings—olb, 384 yds. ysinches 2.75 to 3.30 
I. Cloth th, 74 yards, s2inches...... §.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, tyinches,. £.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, yotnches,, 200 to 3.75 

Cotton—lItalians and Salteeas lack, PRR YAMD. 
qo inches ......... o 16 too @, 


yan vlece, 
8..0 to 10,00 


Velvets—-Mlack, 35 yards, azinches ... 
i 0.75 to 0.99 


Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3 inches,. 
lurkeyReds—z.0 to 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 
JO TACHES 20. ccc cee cee ve cee cee rer cen see soe 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3b, 24/25 yards, 
30 inches PTI PTI OL eee ee eee 


1.60 to 1.75 


1.85 lo 2,10 


Original from 
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Turkey el og to 4b, 24/25 yards, P TEA. 
DINCHES ....cesscscecressecesceceecseees Be§G lO 2. 5 . . . ; ine tise 
Picilesy ede—4.8 to sis, 24/25 yard, ee doing since our last. Quotations u 
RDTMCNOD o..reseeceeceeeteees eoeeere BQOLO 3.50 Bcc. Senay 
WOOLLSNS. i ine: Choicest tee ence see censencereees sescsecesere $30 to $32 
Bh annel..rce cic csesesserseecrecsseseess sesesses $0.30 tu 0.479 jo nas Geneon dee eoaese see cce ven seeaee see renee ces ees 3 i: ae 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 3a inches ce 0.35 to o.gt sion sbbisiow sag See's en'carlecevescegeensecar carne ‘ is 
Italian Cloth, yo yar 8, 32 ine 1e8 O00 608 608 008 FOR 108 O88 cas Bee tee 4+ ey 0s OOs cen cee see 
Mehittn oo. csecceceecee cesses can eee cee 0.30 to 0.34) a Medium oases ses sesssscsseesseesusses sane a; : > 
ttalian Cloth, 40 yacda, 432 inches Good Ce COO nen Dee eee tee nes tee cnet cee ees see sen tes cee : vo 2 
Cmon oo ccc ccs ccccce see sees sencce ees 0.23 lo 0.274 Co. OMNMIOD verses ces ses seesereee revsereen can ens 6 ra 19 
Moussaline de f.aine—Crape, 2p yale, TETIOD 6. cesees cee serceesssssessconessesescscssnses IO RO 89 
SP IRCHER ve evisiscecsceceresiscrenisce GIG loasks 
Cloths—Pilotn, 54 @ sSinches ........ 0.3§ to 0.50 
Clotha—Presidents, 54 @ s6 inches ... 0.60 to 0.45 EXCHANGE 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ 56 inches ......... a.40 ta 0.79 rae 
Riateata—Scarlet and Grean, 3 to sth, Exchange has fluctuated slightly, but rates have 
DOC We reise cee ade cidic seaxdendiacecc cs 0.60 tu 0.7g generally been on the ascending scale. 


COLTON VYARES, Sterling—Bank T..T. 


PER PICUL, 


2/1 


C08 CCO C60 Bee Eee SBE 





aes 16 24, Singles tet ttsees tease seen ® 38-00 to 40.00 ae — Bills on demand...... 2/158, 
08. 28/32, Singles... g2,00t0 43.50 ths’ sight 
Noe. 38/42, Singhes sruen see gge§0 to 45.50 Tee — 4months sigh veooee 2/1¥ 
Nos. 32, Doubles ......cscscsesene §§-00 t0 46.50 — Private 4 months’ sight ... 2/2 
oe 42, paubis sea eeeeasstecsecsecs ove §1,00 to $3.00 — 6months’ sight .., 2/2} 
NOS. 2 oO, BUM con nee cee cescee cee ceeces tee 70 00 to .00 . ° 
Nos. 2/80, Pliers as 84.00 to 8.00 On Paris—Bank sight see eee cee cee sen ees 2.67 
Noe. 2/100, Plain ...cccscscsssscses coe ses 105.0e to 108.00 On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight eee 2.73¢ 
ld ane ret C00 COR nde coe see ace tes fe ihe On Hongkong—Bank sight... eee cee eee I "lo p. 
Nos 9/see,Gamed (0 sos eae — __ Private rodays’sight. Par, 
N 1B : Pen mala. On Shanghai—Bank sight eeenes ese see 71t 
7 . ot YYRITETY MATETIETT TTT TTT = . a ee | 
Ho. 16s, Wombay coccsccncc Te Beer mnie 19 days’ sight. 724 
a On India—Bank sight O00 coe moe eee pee cee r8r 
opidcaitea: — _ Private 30 days’ sight...... 1833 
Prices unchanged with a quiet market. Dealers On America—Bank Bills on demand. 52 
expect concessions and Jook to an improved ex. ae Private 30 days’ sight 5 
change to help them. ss’ si ht 3 
nua hiewe: — — 4 months’ sight 532% 
lat Mate, fined ee eee +. $3.20 lo 3.25 Ou Germany—Bank sight ............ 2.16 
Flat Rars, i VHCW os see coe cee eee cee eee o66:: oe-a% 3.25 to 3-30 —— Private 4 months’ sight 2 21 
Rowad and nquace upto Jinch 0... 3.20 to 3.40 oes te 
Iron Plates, assorted Ar rerecereracccsacesces 3.50 to 3.65 Bar Silver (Loudon) Gee see cesces coe eee nes 30} 
SUBEE TGA cis rai siciacien cca ceuasusoniaides 4.30 to 4.50 
Galvanized Iron sheets .........s0.s:s00 9.00 to 9.50 
Wire Nails, assorted oo... ee §.40 tO 5.80 BISSET & CO.’S SHARE REPORT. 
Vin Maton, per box wc ke ceereeene  §-60 10 5-90 FPS 
Pig leon, Ma. a wo. t.60 to 1.65 


Yokohama, January 14th, 1896. 


A wire from Hongkong quotes the following = 
H. & S. Banks 181 per cent. premium Sellers; 
Hongkong Lands $70 Sales; China Fires $o1 
Buyers; H. & W. Docks 149 per cent. premium 
Sellers; H. & K. Wharfs $4850 Nominal; Doug- 
lasses $51.50 Sales; H. C. & M. Steam-Boats 
$37-25 Sales; Punjoms $5 Sales; Raubs $4 No- 
minal; Balmorals $1.50 Sellers; National Banks 

27 Nominal: Indo-Chinas $52 50 Salees Straits 

24.50 Buyers; Unions $195 Sellers, and China 
Traders $74 Steady. 


KEROSENE, 

No business yet. Buyers are still holding off and 
sellers are not eager. Pethaps the improvement 
in exchange may bring them together presently, 

AMEOVICAN 00. cc cee eee see cee cseceseee sence NOM. $2.45 tO 2.50 

Russian... oe ee cece eee reese NOM, 2.48 to 2.50 

Langkat........ cc ecccsssssseeeereee os NOM, 3.30 
SUGAR. 

Renwe Beetle Jorge, being about douhla tha 
sales, and prices are down accordingly for China] 
sorts, On the other hand, Manila shows a slight 
advance, White ordinary is a trifle lower, Re- 
fined steady at late rates. placed at $125, but a few shares might be had at 
this rate. Founders are wanted at quotations, 
but holders hold out for $175. Iron Works are 
wanted at $130, and Club Hotels at $60, whilst 
Grand Hotels might be had at $150. 


tae: POR PICUL 
Brown Takao O08 C08 260 cee Pen ben eee ces sees 


Brown Manila tne eae ceecesesscesseveessscessees 94:80 tO 4. 
Brown Daitong (New) ................ ies “ue to Hits 
Brown Cauton srt seccesatecnetereseeeetescesece 3.35 LO 3.40 
White Java and Penang trttessese 6,60 to 6.70 
White Relimad i... cc sesseseecsccccy 6.50 to 9.50 
soe, at 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK, 


Market drooping but without much business. 
Holders fairly firm, although the stock is close on 
20,000 piculs. [t remains to be seen who will be 
the first to give in. 

QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 
Filatures—Katrn 9/18, 10/12 den,...Nomy $900 to 920 
Filatures—Extra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom., —_ 
Filatures—No. 8, 10/13 deniors............... 860 to 870 
Filatures—No. 0, 13/16, 14/86 tban......00. 830 to 840 
Filatures—No. 14, 0/14 deniers ............ 840 to 850 
Filatuces—No. 04, 13/16, tg/tzilen. ...... 810 to 820 
Filatures—No, 2. 10/1§ AGNIAEH....ecceererece 890 tO 830 
Filatures—No. 9, 14/18 deniers... .....0000.., 790 to 800 
Re-reels—No. 1, 13/15, 04/16 den. ......... 840 to 820 
Re-reelsa—No. 04, 13/16, 14/07 deniens....., 770 to 780 
Re-reels—No. 2, 04/18 deniers ............... 740 to 750 
Re-reels—No, a4, 14/08 deniers ...... ..... 720 to 730 
Re-reela—Nau. 4, 14/20 LO 700 to 710 
Kakedas—Extea ......scesescescesssecee NOM 840 
Kakedas—No. boo. .sceccsssessesesseecesses eas 800 to 810 
Kakedas—No. thee. 800 000 cee cas 008 sen see eee cee ose 770 to 780 
K mledae— NO. 3 siesiccssseeseecee cos ses see see ecs 750 to 760 


Kamedae—No. 2h... -.. ce seecee icone ee 730 to 740 


. WASTE SILK. 

Small settlements, although dealers profess a 

willingness to make concessions in price. They 

have apparently overstood their market once more. 
QUOTATIONS.—(NREW WASTE.) 


NoshimFilature, Best ....1..s0ccccesces sore GENS 
Noshi—Filature, Good .......0..ccscscossenees 105 
Noshi—Oshu, Weat......... cee csssesseeceeeee DNS 
Noshi—Oshiu, Good eovvvecerccccccsescesceeces BIO 
Noshi—Oshu, Medina ...........cccccesseeeee 200 
Noshi—Shinshu, Beat ........0...00..cccesens 
Noshi—Shinshu, Go0d ......c.ccceeceeen es 68 
Noshi—Bushit, West ..,....cc.c.scccsesccsessee $20 
Noshi—Bushit, Good  ..cccucsvsescescenees 090 10 055 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium............csseesseeee 500 €0 105 
Noshi—Joshu, Good ..........csssrrereere 60 tO 65 
Noshi—Joshu, Fair ............ ss to sob 
Kibiso—Filature, Best :..........0c000e 9S to 100 
$ to go 


to 120 
to 830 
to #20 
to 485 
to 10g 
to 70 
to 125 


KibisomFitature, Seconds .....5..5.0 cesses August 3rd, 1895. 


Google 


Oriental Hotel Ordinary shares have been | 


ca 


In the COURT of CHANCERY of the COUNTY PALA- 
TINE of LANCASTER, Manchester District. 


RE JOHN MOSTON, DECEASED 
SIELL v. MOSTON. 


To ELI MOSTON, formerly of Mires Prat- 
TING, MancueEstErR, ENGLAND, Sailor, who left 
England in or about the year 1883, and waa last 
heard of in Philadelphia, in the United States 
of America, his issue, next of skin, and all per- 
sons claiming, as his legal personal representa- 
tives or otherwise, to be interested through him 
in the property of the above Deceased. 


PURSUANT toan Order of the above Court, 

onan Originatlng Petition in the above 
matter, dated the gth day of July, 1894, being 
a Petition for (ster alia) directions as to the 
proper application of the share to which the 
said Exr Mosrov, if living, would be entitled, 
the said Exr Moston, his issue, pext-of kin, 
and all other persons claiming, as his legal 
personal representatives or otherwise, to be 
interested through him in the Property of the 
above Deceased, are hereby required to come 
in and establish his, her, or their respective 
CLAIMS before the Reeistrar, at his Cham- 
bers, situate in Ducny CHampers, CLARENCE 
Strext, Acpert Squarg, Mancuester, Ene- 
LAND, on or before the 2gth day of February, 
1896, or in default thereof they will, after the 
expiration of the time so limited, be bound by 
the proceedings in the said Originating Petition 
as if they had been served with Notice of such 
Order. FRIDAY, the 13th day of March, 
1896, at rr of the clock in the Forenoon, at the 
ssid Chambers, is appointed for the hearing 
and adjudicating wpon the Claims. 


MOLESWORTHS & SIMS, 
46, Market Street, 
Manchester, England ; 
Agents for ARNOLD Briexrey, 
Preston, England, 
Petitioner’s Solicitor. 


Apollinarts 


“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 








“First in Purity.” 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


“Has a charm which makers of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 


dream of.’—MoRNING ADVERTISER. 


| SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREINIUD & SWIRKH, 
YOKOHAMA. 
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‘Ti HAMES ELECTRIC : & STEAM LAUNCH C* 


~~ 


NOT “MADE IN GERMANY”! 
ain Soy 
s 
THE FINEST 
> ENGLISH MAKE. S 


EAU DE COLOGNE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
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ELECTRIC LAUNCH “GLOW-WORM," 5Sf. by 7ft. Sin. 


very much More Refreshing Are prepared to Estimate and Furnish Drawings | Builders of Electric Charging Stations, Floati 
than the German kinds. CGS eee 1 ee ot al required. Stings 

USE ATK! NSON'S ONLY Electric Power—Speed from 6 to 90 miles per hour; | ae i, a ' 

AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. a —also Tugs, and Stern Wheelers, which, if required, A selection of Electric Launches always ready 
oO . oh Le , will be prepared and constructed in Sections. for prompt delivery, of which particulars will be 
IJnly genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow Launches of specially Light Draught constructed | forwarded on application to 
Label and usual “ Wurte Rose"? Trade Mark. Of for Shallow Waters. | 
all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— Electric and Steam Pinnaces for Harbour or | W. S. SARGEANT, ™.1...£., 
J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. Ferry purposes. Mave wr 
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Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 


_#_—>- a 


“TWICKENHAM, ENG! AN nm. 


PAPAL LL aL a ee Oe ee 





April 23rd, 1893. , 








ILKMAID 
CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
1 In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 
4 Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
gq cream has been abstracted, and ask for 

the ‘‘Milkmoid” Draud, the vest Ior all 
purposes. 


Railway & Tramway Material. 








Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


“MONEY,” 
A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Annual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Kingdom. Ditto, 2gs., to any part of the World. 


Offices—Bishopsgate House, London, E.C. 


Cable Address: Dinero, Loudon, 











And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


“MONEY ”’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 
and swindles. 
“MONEY” is raz Journal for Investors, Speculators and 












Business men, e Wp , 
“ MONEY " is a thoroughly up-to-date Record of all Financia! FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
and Business Matters, e MEAT-FLAVOURING 


STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. ¥v 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LJEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on ‘Application to Office of this Paper. 


“ MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, 
clique, ot syndicate, but is absolutely free, independent, 
and honest. 

BALANCE SHEETS o Assurance, Banking, Manufacturing 
Shipping, Trading, and Trust (ompanies, are fearlessly and 
impartially criticised in “* MONBY.”’ 


Angust 3, 1895. 
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THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ageism suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” Theblood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sin Samust Baxer,in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu 
aries in Abyssinia,” says—*'! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. InI 
short time | had many applicants, to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,”’ 





June r4th, 1895. 
THE PROCEEDINGS | “NEW CODES AND OLD CUSTOMS.” 
OF THE By J. H. W. 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIRT RRINTED FROM THE ‘‘ Japan Matt.” 


PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 
December, 20th 1894. 





in Book Form. 


HE “ Proceedings” include EPITOMISED a awn. 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- NEW TR FATY 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of . 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of as 


the Government, and the Legislative Work of ‘Werionge of the NEW JAPANESE TREATY 
the Session. with the UNITED STATES, in Pamphlet 








SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of all kinds, It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Coors, in his account of his extraordinary travels 


in China, published in 1871, says—*I had with me a quantity of - le ‘ : 
Holloway’. Ointment. I gave some to the peuple, and nothing CRICE Sl. Form, can be obtained at this Office, 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fow!s ' 2 5 

butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, To be obtained at ine Office of the Japan Prick 50 Cents. 

spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- Mail, No. 51, Main Street. “ JAPAN Matt,” SI, Main Street, 


and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock up 

the small remaining “stock,” - - 
Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughou Printed and Published for the Prorrizror at $1, Main Street, Settlement, by Jamas Evtacotr Br f 

World. May 1st, 1890. Yokohama,—SaTurpay, January 28, x ‘ PRES Renee 


ae ee 








ete , Original from 
Digitized by . ) 1 
aitized by (SO gle CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


Che Hapan Weekly Tait: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 





YOKOHAMA, JANUARY 257TH, 1896. 


fe rea te Vor. XXV. 








GISTEREDAT T P.O. 
No. 4.] - is A saWeeir En. ‘i 
CONTENTS. 

SUMMARY OF NEWS ...,...cccscccccccsctccescesssesseceeerccccsscessessessesees 85 
Tus Srinit ov tas VerNxacucar Press DuRING THR Ware... 86 
Eortoriat Nores ...s00. sicessseedenensecdseed) +5 utetsceasecevsovsouniuaes ive 87 
Tus New JaPanesm ROPRESRNTATIVE IN VIENNA, ...cscccceneecees 88 
A CORRECTION ...sccccccnssvccrecerersensevcnecsssccscssnensenesgessoesnseesacs 88 
CURRENT TOPICS oo... sscssescsecccssencscsccessevesscaressecesassensessesens 89 
Tun New Taxation Measures AND THE REVENUR ........cccce0 89 
Count Oxuma ON THE BUDORT ....ccccscssecscoveressccecscssacassensss & 
Te Hiroswtna COURTMARTIIL......sccccsscscecsceescceteee o sssseeass 90 
WEST ERKIZATION OF CUSTOMS IN KORBA ..,...ccscscssesssectenseosses QO 
Tae INDEMNITY AND THE COST OF THB WAR .. icccseee-scceeseee 8 
On some Impoarant BinanciaL Questions ov THe Day.,....... +} 
Tue Basis or Morats tn THE East AND THE; WEST ois..,ccccc0e0, oz 
MORALITY OF Rusingss PROJECTORS ..,....s0000 --serccncersstersscees os 
New Yeir’s Posms sy Taxin Imperiar Masmstias,, ........... 92 
Tur Bice Societies ComMirrBe IN JAPAN.....,.ccccecesesessseees OS 
Tus FoRtiGn TRADE OF JAPAN. ....ccccseseccscsscsesecssvsscesasesecsenees 92 
Tue" Corswisa =! RAVENNA " CASB.o.ccccsccsccssctetsccceceetees ge 
Taw Rxopus PROM TOKYO .,.ccssrsorsersssscreesseeses -ccccsecsesesevessee QS 
Trae Norweaian Sreamar " NANKINnG 700... ccsecscsssccecececens 93 
Tan Emreror ov Germany AND THE TRANQVAAL ooo... cies cscs 93 
ACROSS THE AMERICAN CONTINGNT....ccccesccsccssessrenssosrecoes Laseei 93 
GIGAMTIC ROBBBRY IN YOKOHAMA ..ecscccccscesssessecoesssssctscsens ces 


Tia BRnarrosa DIVORCE CAGM... ...ccccsssssscccssesccsecesesennecs eoves 
Destructive Fire «in Main Streat 
Leaoinea ARTICLES :— 


ittal of the Officers arrested in connection with the 
rean Trouble of October 8th........ scoccssescssececes cessssees 


Viscount Miura’s Acquittal.ec.ccscosesscosscsescasssecsecssseesacsesses 

The Monroe Doctrine,.....sssccssrrsescccsecesccccsessasserevesseccnescecs 

The Meikong Dispute......ccscss sccecssscsscsesstcescsssseseeserssenesens 
WupPBRia, Dae ..orccrcces Peeer evennenonscannesscensoncssstoscsscecensetccacccaca 
Cima NRWS ..cccrcccctsccccscccsccsescesceccesssscsecssesscssessstcsssesenvene 
NRW PROM THR SOUTH ..ccctee cosscseceresssvscessecssseeeereens 
CoRResPOoXDaKce — 

Barthquake Measurements srcrcscssssccsssssee ssessssessssssssevecee 

The Japanese Wineberry .....cccccsvecsssersccesseesersscssnees 


Coe eee eee Oesoetecererenerotaseranene 


The Monroe Doctsrine......corcccssscccssrsconscssccvasenscecsconcevassecs xor 
PORTRY SBMS ois seecsrese.csunscsveancsreossccssssesceccecssstenesccscecenss 102 
Yoxouama Ewotne anv tron Wonge, Limited ..........cc.cccccece 102 
Nippon Race CLUB i.cccccccccccsecrscnsscscorsasssseecsesccecsescecessessseece 303 
Tue Grand Hotmiy Limited .o......cceesesserssssccececcessccceccseaecas 104 
Letver reaow Formosa 


POCO OOOO E EEC OO OER e dee nereteeerst OES ser oee ear eseResieeee® 


POO o ee eRe esean ses eeseetns sanenenoesssaseesroueseeees 


Miss Broxwdm’s Conca art,...cc..ccccs 


306 
SOUTH CMIWA sescevssorenton = secctesssecssecsscsce + esenresesveoscorso-ccaavene 206 
Tae Govmrnment’s Report TO THE DIBT...ccs.cccceccccsccoccesreses 107 
FOUTBAGE Ses: iisscessiscaesssascos veiediveed o-aicdeoseeesaeaiazccas 18 
LA TROT TELRGRAMS .eccssseccssceessecescesecsssessssessenectcerecessrsetcssens 208 
Cunss 


COCR eee EO OOO PAOD EEE E EOE Oe Da OOE DE TOEH EIDE ED Cee DeLee ees eee DES OROsseues 
Pee eee e ce rrerrerrr i Trier err rr yr 


SOOO ee eee ese eRe ETE E PEED HaE Sheeeseeseraseeetoerese 





The Japan Weekly Mail. 


‘“PalS CB QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!”’ 











NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the :* JAPAN 
Weekcy Matt’’ must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It isparticularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER. 
and Cheques be made payableto same: and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EpiTor. 








YoKOuAMA: SATURDAY, JAN. 25TH, 1896. 





DEATH. 
At his residence on Wednesday, at 8.30 p.m.s Mr. 
Henai Freperic SCHOENE, of Neuchatel, Switzerland, in 
his 58th year. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Mr, M. Zumoro has been appointed a Private 
Secretary of the Premier. 


Tre Empress has presented the Countess Con- 
denhove with a magnificent fan. 


Tue Grand Hotel, Co., Limited, declare a divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. for the last half-year. 


Tue first concert of the Yokohama Choral and 
Philharmonic Societies is to be given in the 
Public Hall on Wednesday, January 5th. 






Mr. I. ScHoeng, a very old foreign resident in 
Yokohama, died on Wednesday from Bright’s 
disease, - 


Tre Houses of the Diet have been in Com- 
mittee most of the week, the Lower House con- 
sidering the Budget. 

THE 23rd inst. being the Birthday of H.I.M. 
the Empress Dowager, a reception was held at 
Mr. Hitrovo, the Russian Minister in Tokyo, 


the Japanese Government. 


Tue Directors of the Yokohama Specie Bank 














































Smart’s ‘* Bride of Dunkerron” is the principal 


was released from his post on the 18th inst. at 
piece on the programme. 


his own request, and Mr. K. Abe, Chief of the 
Ecclesiastical Bureau in the Home Department, 


RINDERPEST seems to be spreading all over the} was appointed to succeed him. 


country. It has broken out afresh in Tokyo. 
Tue returns of 52 active Japanese cotton 
spinning mills for November last were as fol- 
low :—No. of spindles, 563.555; amount of 
thread manufactured, 1,635,692 Awamme (one 
kwamme==8lbs. Av.); raw cotton used 1,920,852 
kwamme. 


CuoLgera has made its appearance in Chiba 
Prefecture, where thirteen persons have died. 


Four severe shocks of earthquake have occurr- 
ed during the week in Yokohama and _ the 
neighbourhood. 


A COMPRADORE In the employ of Messrs. Find- 
lay, Richardson, &Co., Yokohama, was arrest- 
ed on Sunday on a charge of fraudulent appro- 
riation of $70,000. As the firm holds title-deeds 
of the man’s property to an amount exceeding 
the sum, they abandoned the charge on pay- 
mentof $25,000 down and additional guarantees. 


PROJECT is mooted to erect a monument in 
‘yoto in commemoration of the late Saigo 
akamori. a 





THE net profits of the Mitsui Bank during the 
latter half of last year were yes 335,888.362, to 
which yes 32,496.816, a sum brought over from 
the previous account, was added, making a 
total of yen 368,385.176. Pen 250,000 was set 
apart asa reserve, and yes 80,000 distributed 
as a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per 
annum, yen 38,385.178 being carried forward 
to the new account. 


the Aoyama Palace. 
has received a decoration of the first class from 


Reuter telegraphs:—Major Sir Claude M 
Macdonald, H.B.M.’s Commissioner and Con- 
sul-General for the Oil Rivers Protectorate on 
the Niger coast, has been appointed British 
Minister to Peking. The British Fleet quitted 
Salonica on January 14th for Malta. Dr. Jame- 
son and his officers have been conveyed as 
prisoners to England; his men have been 
handed over tothe Cape Government to be dealt 
with as necessary. At the request of the United 
States Government, Mr. Chamberlain, the British 
Colonial Secretary, has instructed Sir Hercules 
Robinson to extend the same protection to 
Americans as to British subjects in the Trans- 
vaal. The Ashantee War has ended, Sir Francis 
Scott having occupied Coomassie without re- 
sistance. The King has agreed to the British 
terms, and the troops are returning. Great Bri- 
tain has ceded to France the disputed territory 
on the Meikong. ‘The settlement is considered 
proof of the excellent relations existing between 
Great Britain and France. 


Snow has fallen all over Japan at various times 
during the week: but Yokohama up to the 
present has escaped a visitation. . 


A aame of football under American Rugby rules 
was played on Saturday, but did not elicit 
much approval from the onlookers. 


have decided to raise in July and October next 
the unpaid new shares to the amount of yen 
3,000,000. _—- 

Tue Yokohama Engine and Iron Works, after 
declaring a dividend of 20 per cent. for the half 
year, have resolved to reduce their capital by 
one half. —_—_—_—_— 


Tue house and store occupied by Mr. J. Himen 
(the Japan Photographic Company), at 77, 
Main Street, Yokohama, was destroyed by fire 
on Thursday evening. 


Tuer Imperial Highnesses Princesses Tsune 
and Kane proceed to Odawara on the 26th inst. 
They will stay there for some time to escape 


THERE is no great change in the Import trade, 
the cold weather. 


and certainly no improvement. Yarns that last 
week showed some animation have again re- 
lapsed into inanition. A few light Shirtings 
have been taken, but ‘‘ heavies ” are not looked 
at, while Fancy Cottons of almost all descrip- 
lions are generally neglected. Inthe Woollen 
trade, there has been asmall demand for Italian 
Cloth, but other goods are immovable. In Me- 
tals there has been more enquiry at unchanged 
values, though the principal business of the week 
has been the arrival and delivery of former 
contracts, which have been on a good scale. 
There is no change to report in the Kerosene 
market. There has been a good demand for 
Sugar, and sales have far outstripped arrivals, 
while prices, especially for China sorts, have im- 
proved. In White Refined there is not a great 
deal doing, but holders are firm and full rates 
have been paid for the parcels taken. Owners 
of Raw Silk have at length given way; but this 
has not resuited in much business. Thé home 
trade continues to take the lower grades, but not . 
to such an extent as to materially lower stock 
figures, which still remain at 19,000 picais. 
The Waste Silk business is quite stagnant, 
and the stock heavy. Only trifling transactions 
have been effected in Tea. The export for the 
season ig now over 30,000,000 pounds. Rates of 
exchange have varied very little during the week. 


A CAPITAL game of Rugby football took place 
on the Cricket ground on Thursday between 
teams from H.M.S. Edgar, and H.M.S. Pigue. 
The former won by 9 points to n#J, 


THE annual meeting of the Nippon Race Clab 
was held on Monday, Sir Ernest Satow presid- 
ing. The balance in hand is over $3,000. 
The old Committee was re-elected. 


Viscount Miura and his fellow suspects have 
all been acquitted by the Hiroshima Court- 
Martial and the Local Court of punishable com- 
plicity in the Sdul disturbances of October 8th, 


THE fet profits of the Yokohama Union Elec- 
tric Light Co., during the latter half of last year 
amounted to yen 13,072, of which yes 10,500 
has been declared as a dividend at the rate of 
10 per Cent. per annum. 


THE net profits of the Imperial Marine Insurance 
Co. during the past half-year amounted to yen 
72,734, of which yer 33,750 has been distribut- 
ed among shareholders as a dividend at the rate 
of 9 per cent. per annum. 


Mr. M. Nakamura, Government of Gumma, 


Go gle 
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ed a year or two, such delay need not be re- 
gretted it it leads to the elaboration of a complete 
arrangement, including in one scheme the whole 
system of Hokkaido railways. 


min’s final verdict :—‘‘ The Ministry must resign 
in order to dissociate Japan, in the eyes of the 
world at large, from all complicity with the con- 
luct of the Japanose that took part in the coup 
‘iat of Oct. 8th.” 


THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
—___—_._——_—_—- 

The most important event of the week was 
the acquittal of the ex-Japanese Minister to 
Séul and his fellow-prisoners, accused of being 

“accessory to the murder of the Queen of Korea. 

The F17é and the Michi Niché are singularly 
reserved. in expressing their opinion on this 
subject, the former preserving complete silence 
and the latter merely inserting a short note. 
The Nichi Vicki says that the judges by whom 
tlits extraordinary case was tried seem to have 
distinctly recognised that the accused took part 
in the coup d’é/at of the 8th of October, which 
culminated in the murder of the Queen and the 
Minister of the Household, and that it would 
consequently be quite unwarrantable to con- 
strue their acquittal on a criminal accusation as 
a proof that they were not implicated. While 
t [mente ofthe to some extent with the senti- 


e , 
* i 

The Méppon is glad that Viscount Miura and 
those urtatgiied with him have been acquitted. 
It is also glad to find that what it contended for 
and predicted has been endorsed and confirmed 
by a legal tribunal. The ippon’s view is that 
any one charging a national representative, as 
Viscount Miura was, with the crime of being 
accessory to a murder, inflicts a stain on the 
dignity of that ngtign. Therefore, not only did 
t refuse to place any credence whatever in the 
harge, but even found iteelf unable to allude 
o such a thing. 


* * 

As to the question of the Press Law Bill, with 
the exception of the Fi and the Miché Nichi, 
the whole of the dailies and periodicg!s unani- 
mously insist upon the total abolition of the 
suspension clause. It is true that the Fifi also 
takes the side of its contemporaries and is op- 
posed to continuing the power of snspension, 
declaring it to be practically inefficacious and 
highly unjust. Nevertheless, that eminently 
sober journal sincerely regrets that not a few of 
its contemparories so shamelessly cater to the 
taste of scandal-mongers as (o freely insert para- 
graph after paragraph prejudicial to public 
morality and often expressly intended to impair 
the reputation of honest gentlemen. The Fé 
thinks it hard to offer any good reply to the con- 
tention that the suspension clause must be pre- 
served for the efficient control of such immoral 
sheets. In short, if Japanese journalists wish 
to enjoy freedom of speech, they must radically 
reform their method of writing. 


e Sd 

The Railway question and the Press Law 
question have also been much discussed during 
the week. The Miché Niché writes strongly 
against the private schemes for constructing 
railways in Formosa and Hokkaido with a 
Government guarantee. It denounces such 
projects as audacious and unworthy of support. 
In fact, the Micht Nichi is markedly severe 
against all private railways, considering them 
defective for the purpose of mobilizing troops. 
Should railway construction in Formosa be 
considered essential, as it certainly is, the 
work must be undertaken by the State, 
so that the abuses and defects of private railways 
May not be repeated in that island. Sanction 
should be withheld from all private applications 
for charters. The so-called Hokkaido Colonial 
Railway Construction scheme is dealt with with 
even more severity. The proposed routes are de- 
clared to be merely random lines drawn without 
any actual survey ; the projectors are dubbed a 
band of politicians of no financial reputation. 
In order to make the scheme appear attractive 
the names of several gentlemen in Tokyo and 
even that of the Lord Abbot of the Hongwan 
Temple have been made use of. Nor do the 
contemptible artifices of the projectors end 
there: they have even attempted to corrupt 
members of the Diet by promising to give them 
a number of shares on the realization of the 
scheme, aud when the Government introduced 
the railway construction measure in the Diet, 
they endeavoured to have it rejected. The 
Nichi Néchi states that the Liberals (F#yu-#o) 
decided at a recent meeting, held in their office, 
to oppose the Government's Hokkaido Railway 
Bill on the ground that the general arrange- 
ments are incomplete. Our contemporary is 
surprised to hear that such a resolution has 
been taken on such a flimsy pretext. The 
Government, having made repeated inquiries 
and surveys, at last decided to lay a thousand 
miles of lines throughout the northern island, 
and to construct the first section during the 
coming fiscal year. Can it be justly pretended 
that the measure is incomplete because funds for 
the construction of a portion only of the line 
are demanded, and because the total cost is 
not asked for at once in the form of continuing 
expenditure ? 


ments of the ex-Minister, our contemporary de- 
clares that no verdict of a Court of Law can 
_ever extenuate his imprudence, his_ illegiti- 
; mate exercise of the power entrusted to him, 
; and his facile rashness in taking steps by which 
: he and other Japanese officials became mere 
tools ofa Korean political faction, and furnish- 
ed a plausible pretext for the interference of a 
neighbouring Power. The ex-Minister himself 
seems to be cognizant of allthis. The decision 
of a legal tribunal does not extend to the duties 
devolving on executive functionaries, and any- 
_ body arguing that the acquittal of a criminal 
[even has freed the ex-Minister from his re- 


e td) 

The Mrchké Niché contends that the suspension 
clause can not be strictly counted, as so many 
editors count it, a provision at variance with 
the spirit and the letter of the Constitution. It 
thinks, moreover, that the Japanese press is not 
yet advanced to the stage warranting abolition 
of the present system. Rather than do away 
with suspension in the hope of facilitating the 
development of the press, the Wichi Nichi de- 
sires that the press should of itself develop suffi- 
ciently to remove all reason for recourse to sus- 
pension, when the law would die a natural death. 


sponsibility towards the Administration, must be 
considered a very superficial thinker. 
* 


* « 

The Kokumin, Nippon, and Choya each 
devotes a column to the discussion of this snb- 
ject, the first especially -having much to say. 
Its arguments are peculiar. As might be ex- 
pected, it seeks to find a pretext for compelling 
athe Ministry to resign. If there was not evi- 
dence sufficient to secure the condemnation of 
the Viscount, and his fellow prisoners, the Pro- 
gressionist organ wants to know why they were 
recalled and imprisoned in such haste and 
consternation, some of them being even stripped 
of their offices and subject to other ignominy. 
~The factis the whole proceedings of the Go- 
*vernment seem to have been regulated by the 
‘attitude.of foreign Powers, for it appears to the 
jKokumin that the Cabinet adopted at first very 
‘stringent measures in deference to pressure 
i from those Powers, but modified its action when 
{their aspect grew less stern. The verdict of 
the Court acquits the defendants on the 
ground of insufficient evidence, but is that 
really satisfactory and convincing, asks the 
Kokumin. Certainly not. It is true that suffi- 
cient proofs were not forthcoming to show that 
the murder of the Queen was perpetrated by 
men obeying the instigation of Viscount Miura. 
~p5at with regard to the facts that a Minister 
representing the Ito Cabinet in Séul harboured 

, @ murderous intent against the Queen ; that he 
‘ ordered the troops under his control to operate 
. 80 as (to facilitate the consummation of that 
; intention ; that he instigated others and caused 
them to come (to the same way of thinking, and 
that, moreover, he directly connived at an 
armed entry into the inner chamber of the 
Palace—with regard to all these facts the find- 
ing constitutes an emphatic confirmation of 
public rumour. In short, according to the 
Kokumin, the verdict serves in no measure to 
mitigate the disgrace that Japan has suffered in 
copsequencé ofthe affair of the 8th of October. 
On the contrary, a judicial declaration has now 
been made to all the world that a Japanese 
| Representative to Sdul appointed by the Ito 
Cabinet, was the prime moveramttnstizator in 
coup dtiat that culminated in the murder of 

he Queen. “Is it possible, is it just, then, to 
pass the matter over without bringing anybody 
to account, merely because a Criminal Court 
has acquitted the defendants on the ground of 
insufficient evidence? If so, the world may 
construe the affair of the 8th of October 
as consonant with the will of the State and 
nation of Japan.” Then comes the Xoku- 


® 
@ @ 

The Liberals at first left the press question to 
be treated according to the view of individual 
members. Hence, when the Bill was read for 
the first time in the House of Representatives, 
some were for preserving the suspension clause, 
and others were for rescinding it. This divi- 
sion of opinion having been subsequently con- 
sidered inconvenient, the Liberals have finally 
decided to oppose the Government Bill as a 
Party. Their sudden change of attitude has 
evoked various comments. The Wichi Nichi 
says that if the Liberals are really convinced 
that the press is so far developed as to stand 
no longer in need of official supervision, and if 
they oppose the suspension clause on that ground, 
they are at least consistent. But if their change 
of attitude be due to vague sentiments about the 
80-Called sanctity of freedom, then they must be 
considered to have erred. Further, that the 
Party should decide to take a new course merely 
in order to maintain its reputation for consist- 
ency, freedom of speech having once been its 
time-honoured watchword, must be regarded as 
mere bigotry. 

* 
a « 

The Xokumin gives a characteristic item of 
news in this context. It says that the decision 
of the Liberal Party to insist upon the abolition 
of the clause was taken after a secret under- 
standing with the Government, which intends 
to use its influence in the Upper House, as in 
previous years, so as to nullify the vote of the 
Representatives, and thus bring about a measure 
of compromise at the resulting conference of 
Managers of the two Houses. 

Ld 
* * 

No one indeéd can discern the exact situation 
in which the alliance between the Government 
and the Liberals stands, seeing that the 
latter are publicly opposed to not a few bills 
introduced by the Cabinet, as, for example, 
the one mentioned above and also the Railway 
Bills. There is another measure, namely, the 
re-organization of the municipal system of Tokyo 
and the establishment of Musashi Prefecture, 
to which the Liberals declare themselves un- 
favourable, since they regard the projected 
changes as calculated to impair local autonomy 
and to interfere with the rights of the people. 

* 
5] * 

The Fi continues to discuss the problem of | 
foreign emigration, its two articles this week 


* 


* * 

The Mippon, writing on the subject of 
Colonial Railways and the Liberals (Fiyu-to), 
argues that such railways should be under- 
taken by the State, and adds that the main rea- 
son why the Liberals have decided to oppose 
the Government Bill is, so far as it can gather, 
because they are planning to construct the 
Colonial railways themselves. 


* * 

The Tokyo Shimbun (Liberal Organ) em- 
phatically disavows any such dishonest motive 
on the part of the Party. It, too, considers that 
railway construction in Hokkaido must be 
undertaken by the State, but it defends the re- 
solution taken by the Liberal members of the 
Diet with respect to the railway question in Hok- 
kaido, alleging that the Government’s measure 
for the construction of some 40 miles only, 
is a temporizing scheme, unworthy of the 
enlarged national requirements imposed by 
the time, and maintaining that, even if the 
construction of railways in Hokkaido be delay- 
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treating of the importance of priests and pros- 
titutes going abroad, so as to reconcile emi- 
grants to life in strange lands. The F#i dis- 
cusses this subject ina way highly characigsistic 
yof its editor. Starting with the principle that, 
\ just as alcohol and tobacco, though so persist- 
,ently condemned by hygienists, are nevertheless 
iconsumed by men the whole world over, so 
prostitutes, however loudly denounced by 
purists and religionists, will never cease to 
appear so long as society exists. Our contem: 
porary marvels that so much needless noise 
should be made about the going of prostitntes 
to foreign countries. What material difference 
8 there, asks the F1//, between secret prostitu- 
tion and open prostitution? Those that raise 
‘Ian outcry against the going of Japanese pro- 
titutes abroad are impelled by the notion that 
he prevalence of such a practice would discredit 
be country in the eyes of the world. Do they then 
hink that, so long as they can keep their dirty 
inen at home, the world can be deluded into 



















489, S.C.; the ‘‘ Kobe Royal Arch Chapter” 
No. 229, S.C.; the ‘‘ Yokohama Lodge” No. 
1,093, E.C.; the ‘Star of the East” No. 640, 
S.C., and some of the higher grades. Members 
wore the regalia of their respective constitutions, 
says the Chronicle, and vied with the ladies in 
variety of colour. 


CUSTOMS RETURNS. 
Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for December, showing the foreign 
trade of the Empire for the month :— 





1894. 1895. 
SILVER YEN. SILVER YEN, 
Exports .ccccsccceee 11,778,622.850....++008 11,082,297.770 
Imports eeesoseteread 91579,006.280..+ 00008 12,960,905.230 
Total exports and imports.......csecere 24,043,203.000 


Excess of imports COCKKC RCH HER EOHReHHO REECE EEOO t ,878,607.460 
CUSTOMS DUTIES 
Exports crosses Ceecceeccseoecs Cave secsccosccsane 189,093.712 


Tm ports .coccccercecscenses Soserceessrereascconess 430,621.584 
Miscellaneous ...... ede isaekeciatecvenbeut caetinas 





































the Balkan question, is likely to be thrown into 


the shade by the growing urgency of the Turk- y 


ish complications, so Korea is about to lose all 
importance compared yj 
— Under the circumstances, the 717¢ is dissatisfied 
‘ to see so much energy wasted over the affairs of 
the peninsula, while the far graver continental 
Question is entirely disregarded. The late war 
dispelled the gross misconception of Foreign 
Powers with regard to China, for it enabled 
them to apprehend that what they considered_a 
as really an ass. Since that discovery, 
they seem to hav Come to the conclusion that 
to trouble themselves about the Korean question 
is in truth a very silly procedure, and that their 
business is to direct their attention to the ques- 
tion of China. Among many events indicating 
that change of policy, the lease of Kiao-chow 
Bay by Russia, for the purpose of using it as a 
qjoter anchorage, must be considered specially 
significant. he excellence of the Bay as an 
anchorage and equally as a strategical position 
is well known, and it is quite likely that this 
lease of Kiao-chow Bay will be followed by the 
| occupation of Shantung and by the establish- 
ment of Russia’s supremacy in the Yellow Sea. 
Nothing is further from the F771’s purpose, in 
making such a prophecy, than to rouse vague 
sentiments of apprehension among its nationals. 
At simply wishes to offer to publicists the advice 
“that they should not suffer themselves to be ab- 
/ sorbed by the question of the Peninsula to the 
/egiect of the far graver question of the continent. 





EDITORIAL NOTES. 


THE MASOMIC BALL AT KOBE. 
Tue Masonic Ball held at the Gymnasium, Kobe, 
on Friday evening in aid of the Rising Sun 
Lodge Benevolent Fund appeared to be an all- 
round success. There were about one hundred 
‘and twenty ladies and gentlemen present—not 
uite so many perhaps as last year. The 
dges represented were the ‘Rising Sun” 
No. 1,401, E.C.; the “ Hyogo and Osaka,” No. 
























elieving that the ‘6 social evil ” has no existence Total Ocnccececccos Peo ew eed ceases renceneneses 637,291.184 
n Japan ? The Sil is led to give prominence to TOTAL VALUB OF BXPORTSE veoh FROM VARIOUS FOREIGN 
this point because it thinks that, to attain succeas Exports, _ Imports, motel. 
5 3 . ; b : Silver Yen. Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
* in foreign emigration, the emigrants jnust De [ China... 645,973.330 2,531,006.c80 3,177,037.400 
accompanied by that class of women. [n the Bocen tis seeenenesesees Bera ripe mse a7et #,759,272.630 
wet Saar ee | Britioh India .......c0.0 230 1937%.130 1,041,0697.35 
latter part of the Tokugawa Regency, the KOrER soninennnnnn 325.76.430  419,826.680  74s-c04. 70 
British Authorities in Hongkong applied for the Philippine Islande. ALS este Git 
emigration thither of Japanese girls, while in Annam & other French , anne 
the same way their arrival was welcomed, it i8|siam «cco Sore inayreso att gee 
ar uSsdamveaticeeagaits i14t 
said, by the Authorities at Vladivostock. We Brest Sritete sesesnsnnens paeuese 4,310,496.370 4:985,2¢6 680 
ce em A NES © cicccsdssccsescaeice 420.740 457:375.210 2,938,798. 
need not follow the Fii's argument. Our Germany ...ccsesersoreee "197,499-§90 pare reaines sche cis aks 
readers can imagine the rest. ell as OT ee @s'043.556 wore a Mt pen 
Grvartcnccasees ry e ry e 3° 
*» eal # Secln W Noas eeces 334,693,320 47,7°1.320 eng ee 
: * ‘ ove -— 120, 2120 320,455.12 
The same paper gives a warning to the a BUBEEIM os eecececeeeeeees 4$,484.000 Scoacoes 46.558.905 
position, which makes so much ado about its Spain» deceevecdeauateeiconate 2,76 $e pean #3,002.040 
‘ . oF Rusia .o..ccece ceceveeeees P Cy H 1906. 
great hobbies, the retrocession of the Liaotung FROM iss ascseacecceiesnts 34-300 i 808.36 rece 765 
Peninsula and the Cabinet’s responsibility with Paral cteenennnentosetane 1,360.500 srces, “ee ae 
regard to Korea. The primary reason why so Denmark recent as st aut 
. nited States of Ame- 
much m portance was at first attached by Japanese TIGR sos, Seqyassctucnes seseee 49587,833-350 1,419,603.920 §,957,435-870 
publicists to the Korean question was because | Canada & other British 
it bore a considerable resemblance to that of the | pamernc® sete #91923-480 ar bog Hoste 
Balkan peninsula in Europe. But the day of eustealie setecesessereeeens 961997.580  116,148.160 2134145-740 
a ° . 15 Seerererri rrr rretr iri) -7oo ° 29,330.700 
The Korean problem ie rig past, according tO | Other Countries......... seaskes éietes Sasosoe 
\ the SF iit, which thinks that justas its prototype, Total o> keene 10,817,033.750 12,960,90$.230 23,777,928.980 


TOTAL VALURB OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FROM AND TO BACH PORTA 








Yokohama... ..csccseveee 74738,723.700 §,4%46,237.810 32,878,980.510 
ODE: scccscasndssesersisccsee 3,280,577.180 6,§22,833.420 8,403,398.600 
Osak ........cccccccsccnseees 139.594.9190  §74,933600 714,518,510 
Nagasaki w.rsscccsscscevees 353+549.%20 — 660,763.870 95 4,310.990 
Hakodate ....cccccseess cee $°,870.070 $,49$-910 - 34,30%.980 
Shimonoseki..,......000008 246,631.500  102,395-§70 848,977.070 
MOji .......cssssevcccesssoosces 262,806.g00 _ 263,206.500 
Ha ta Cee receeersnssccessee = 4:957.800 4:9§7-800 
Karatstt ....cscsccosconeseres $4,0°5.coo — 34,00§.000 
Kuchinotsu .....cccesccees 357,528.000 _ 157,528.000 
Idzugahaea,.,..c.ccsccscsees 3,300.320 3,228.9g00 40$38.220 
Shishisl,......ccscesecseeees 752.420 1,898.350 2,644.760 
Sasun,,...c.cccscseerreceeies 235-970 360,000 595.970 
MUOLrOran,.ccccccscsrsesscrens 42,842.090 - 48, 242.090 
‘ : Exports..ccccososes §,658,714.850 
Specie and Bullion { Im portsicsscscsesee 245,043.370 
Total ..cccovee bones see veccecoesssces seve 5,903,757-220 
Excess of exports ..cccsisercsssveccevees wees 5,433,672.480 
VALUM OF BXPORTS AND IMPORIS BY JAPANESS MBRCHANTS AND 
GOVERMNENT. 
Exports o1,... 2)545,246-050 
By Japanese Merchants { Imports «.+... 3,709.191.730 


Imported by Government ...... eieuadvassce 243,984.090 


VaALUB OF COMMODITI£S IMPORTR&D INTO AND EXPORTED FROM 
JAPAN BACM MONTS THIG6 YEAY. 


Exports. Imports. | Total. 

January —iscccccreee 32,704,459.990 09,862,419.680 22,866,879.670 
February ......cceses 8,633,963.380  8,239,136.430 16,873.c99.810 
March 9,638,333.280  9.939,827.609 1 p51, 1Ge-ese 
April wreccecee 0s coves 8,498,406 640  9,974,473-3%0 18,473,879.950 
May  rrcccorcrecereroes 9»%40,349.479 %%,02%,372.740 20,861,792.210 
Jay eseceoarescosenece 30,329,046.910 30,989,848.710 21,118,895.620 
WY sis scceccvscsesc:48¢ %0,564,333.980  9,396,601.750 19,960,935.730 
AUZUBt .c.ccseccoeees 16,949,954-390 %1,823,847.080 28,070,801.470 
September...........+ 1$,299,810.350 22,509,187.390 24,8¢8,397.670 
October ....sssecoseeee 33,771,947-460 %3,039,§46.000 rapes + Bh 
Novemberf.,......c0c0- 2%,699,874.300 12,506,412.439 23,906, 286.730 
December ...,....s008 %3,082,297.770 12,960.90§.230 84,043,203.000 








Total ccs 896,%18,377.990 129,260,578.280 265,372,756.200 


THE P. AND O. COMPANY. 


AT the half-yearly general meeting of the P. & 
OQ. Company, held at the Company’s offices, 
122, Leadenhall Street, London, E.C., Sir 
Thomas Sutherland, M.P.,. the Chairman, re- 
marked .—‘‘ The Company’s fleet now extends 
to a tonnage of no less than 266,391 tons—the 
largest, and, I will venture to say, undoubtedly 
the most valuable, fleet under one flag either:in 
this coyntry or in any other country in the 
world. I find, on looking back, that during the 
last ten years we have made additions to that 
fleet extending to no less than 164,162 tons, at 
an outlay of nearly £4,000,000 sterling. Dur- 
ing the same period af which I am now speak- 
ing, we havo sold allogether just close on to 
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60,000 tons of ships, so that the net addition to 
our fleet during this time has been exactly 
104,042 tons, bringing the total up to the figure 
which I have stated of 266,391 tons. You will 
observe in the balance-sheet which we present 
to you to-day that we make an addition of five 
ships to the fleet, at a cost of £532,838. The 
vessels are named the Ceylon, the Masagon, 
the Caledonia, the Simla, and the Nubia, 
and of that amount of £532,838 the Cale- 
donia stands alone for nearly a quarter of 
a million—that is to say, she stands at a 
cost six times the cost of the cargo vessel, 
the Masagon, which is in the account alongside 
of her—six times greater, although the A/asagon, 
as a cargo vessel, carries as nearly as possible 
six times the amount of cargo that the Caledonia 
is able to transport. The gross cost of the ships 
is, I find, about £10. 16s. per ton, and the net 
cost of the fleet is £7 18. 3d. perton. I stated 
to you just now that we had sold inten years 
60,000 tons of vessels ; and I should like to tell 
you what that tonnage cost and the amount 
which it realised when it was sold. Those 
60,000 tons cost £2,104,187, and they sold 
—no doubt after they had done their fair 
share of work (and we consider that they were 
well sold under favourable circumstances)— 
for the amount of £171,381. You see that 
we had to provide upon these ships in the 
course of their life nearly £2,000,000 of de- 
preciation before yow could fairly divide pro- 
fits in connection with the company’s work.” 
As an instance of the severe drop in freights, 
the Chairman said:-—‘‘It is an unfortunate 
fact that the vast amount of cargo which 
we now carry is conveyed at miserably low 
rates, as Compared with what used to be the 
case only a few years ago. I find that last year 
this company transported altogether something 
like g00,000 tons of cargo in their ships, and 
that was nearly 300,000 tons of cargo in excess 
of what they carried ten years ago, but after de- 
ducting the loss on exchange from our cargo 
receipts the freight that we have received upon 
the goo,000 tons is almost identical with the 
freight received upon the 600,000 tons ten years 
ago. That is the measure of the vast change 
which has taken place in the carrying business 
during those ten years.” 


THE DANCING HILLS OF JAPAN. 


In the course of a discussion following a paper 
read before the Royal Geographical Society by 
the Rev. Walter Weston on ‘'The Japanese 
Alps,” Professor John Milne said :—*‘ One ex- 
traordinary feature of Japanese mountains was 
the distance from which you could see them. 
When he first went out, he was struck with the 
fact that from his house in Tokyo he could gee 
Fuji-san, seventy miles away, and mountains 
even farther. "When he wrote this home, his 
mother replied, ‘ Dear John, I think your eye- 
sight must have improved.’ Another feature, 
to an engineer, was the wonderful symmetry ~ 
and strength of Fuji and some other of the 
mountains in Japan. Again, speaking of the 
various heights that had been attributed, he 
stated that these mountains might be made 
different, because in realily owing jo warying * 
pressures they were always moving. People 
might not believe this, but in truth they were at 
times going through stately minuets, and at 
others wild valses.” But does not the Psalmist 
testify to the fact? In one of the Psalms of 
thanksgiving the old Hebrew singer declaims, 
“The mountains skipped like rams and the 
little hills like young sheep.” In those days 
minuets and valses were not invented. 
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SIBERIAN FORESTS, 

ACCORDING to the Scientific American, it appears 
that Siberia, from the plain of the Obi River 
on the west to the valley of the Indighirka on 
the east, embracing the great plains, or river 
valleys, of the Yenisei, Olenek, Lena, and Yana , 
rivers, is one great timber belt, averaging more / 
than 1,000 miles in breadth from north to south } 
—being fully 1,700 miles wide in the Yenisei 
district—and having a length from east to west \ 
of not less than 4,600 versts, about 3,000 miles, , 
Unlike equatorial forests, the trees of the Sibe- 
tian tiagas are mainly conifers, comprising 


Ae 


“a 


—_ 


xu 


/; 


88 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


(Jan. 25, 1869. 


rr eR nner near ee —————_... 





ines of several varieties, firs, and larches. 
n the: Yenisei, Lena, and Olenek regions 


“there are thousands of square miles where 


“no human being has ever been. 
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The long- 
stemmed conifers rise to a height of 150ft. 
or more, and stand so closely together that 
walking among them is difficult. The dense, 
lofty tops exclade the pale Arctic sunshine, and 
the straight, pale trunks, all looking exactly 
alike, so bewilder the eye in the obscurity that 
all sense of direction is lost. Even the most 
experienced trappers of sable dare not venture 
into the dense tiagas without taking the pre- 
caution of ‘ blazing” the trees constantly with 
hatchets as they walk forward. If lost there 
the hunter rarely finds his way out, but perishes 
miserably from starvation or cold. The natives 
avoid the tiagas, and have a. name for them 
which signifies “ places where the mind is lost.” 


SEQUEL TO THE SBARCHING OF THE “SYDNBY.” 
It is reported in the vernacular papers, says the 
Kobe Chronicle, that a Mr. Aikawa, who is now 
connected with a firm of merchants at Shang- 
hai, has received a reward of 40 yen from the 
Japanese Government. 
recently an officer in the Customs at Kobe, and 
he is said to have been rewarded for finding on 
board the French mail steamer Sydney, when it 
was searched at Kobe about fifteen months ago, a 
parcel containing three telegrams dispatched 
by Li Hung-chang to the Chinese on board 
who wag arrested with the other two foreigners 
asa‘suspect.” This is the first that has been 
heard of any such telegram having been found, 
it having been asserted at the time that there was 
no documentary evidence whatever discovered 
on the persons arrested. 
THE MBSSAGERIES MARITIMES. 

We are informed by the Agent of the M.M. 
Company that the new service to Indo-China, 
China, and Japan, under the new contract en- 
tered into with the French Government in 
November, 1894, was inaugurated for the out- 
ward trip by the steamer Océanien, which left 
Marseilles on the 22nd of December last. The 
homeward run will commence with the depar- 
ture of the same steamer from Yokohama, on 
Sunday, the gth of February next. With the 
beginning of this new service, the M.M. steamers 
will cease calling at Nagasaki homeward as well 
as outward, and the departures from Yokohama 
will take place every other Sunday, at 9 a.m. 
instead of on Saturday at 8 a.m. as formerly. 


A NEW USE FOR PBTROLEUM, 


A screntiFic Autolycus says that much is ex- 
pected by M. Paul d’Humy, a French naval 
engineer, as results from the experiments in the 
conversion of petroleum and oils into a solid 
mass suitable for use as fuel on ocean vessels. 
By mixing the oil with an ingredient not stated, 
and submitting the mixture to heavy pressure, 
he has succeeded in obtaining a hard, homo- 
geneous substance, that can be made in cakes 
of any size and shape, that cannot evaporate or 
cause explosion, that is unaffected by heat and 
cold, that is smokeless and odourless, and that 
burns with intense heat and only on the surface. 
Very little draught is required, and the com- 
bustion leaves not more than two or three per 
cent. of ashes. The cost per ton is stated to 
be not more than $5.00 to $10.00, while it is 
affirmed that a ton of this material will equal 
30 tons of coal. If all these advantages can be 
realised in actual, every-day experience, the 
inventor has good reason for his prediction that 
the new fuel will entirely change the present 
system of propelling warships and other steam 
vessels, as well as greatly influence many in- 
dustries. 


THE “ PRKING AND TIENTSIN TIMBS.” 


Peking and Tientsin Times brought out a 
most excellent Christmas Day Supplement last 
month that is a worthy monument to the 
energy and enterprise of its editors. Besides 
some good Christmas stories dealing with others 
lands, a ‘Lay Homily "—of excellent merit— 
rhymes, etc., there is a capital topical story, 
“ Nirvana, or the Consul’s Dinner,” which is racy 
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of the soil of a treaty port in North-China, It 
should be read by everyone that gets a chance 
of seeing our contemporary whether in Club or 
at private houses. All the contributions, we 
may add, were by local authors. Tientsin has 
always been particularly happy in the posses- 
sion of residents gifled with ready pens. 





sal THE ‘JIJI SHIMPO.” 
The Fifi Shimpo, a newspaper published in 
Tokyo, says the Printers’ Register, is about to 
revolutionise Japanesé journalism. Heretofore 
the paper was closed at 9 p.m., nothing being 
put in type after 8 p.m., except for some great 
emergency. The office was closed at 10 p.m., 
and the next morning the pressmen ran the 
edition off, and it was sent out by jinrikishas ! 
his is all to be changed. The paper has put 
in a rapid Hoe press, and now editors and 
reporters will remain at the office until 1 a.m., 
nd the local news of Tokyo is to be gathered 
p to midnight. Not satisfied with this, the 
oprietors of the paper are talking about put- 
ting in a modern plant for making illustrations. 
apan is going ahead. 


TRE PRICR OF LAND IN ENGLAND. 
In his opening sessional address at the Surve- 
yors’ Institute recently, the President, Mr. Daniel 
Watney, instituted an instructive comparison 
between the sales at Tokenhouse-yard of land- 
ed property outside of the metropolis during 
1875 and subsequent years, from which it ap- 
pears that the price per acre, which had fallen 
forty per cent. by the end of 1885, had fallen, 
by 1894, over ninety per cent. as compared with 
the figures for 1875. The actual amount realised 
during 1875 was £4,969.783 (about £52 an 
acre) ; in 1894 it fell to £283,201 (about £24 
10s. an acre). 


DRATHS IN TIENTSIN, 
A sap accident occurred at Tientsin on New 
Year's Day, the eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodbury, of the American Mission, while 
skating on the river fell through the ice. The 
body was reecued by some French sailors 
after being under water for half-an-hour, but 
could not be resuscitated. Three Chinese 
servants of the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
at Tientsin were found dead in their sleeping 
room in the last week of December, having 
been asphyxiated by the fumes of the coal used 
to warm the kang upon which they slept. 


BARTH QUAKES. 
A coop deal of seismic energy was developed 
on Tuesday night and early Wednesday mor- 
ning, no fewer than five distinct shocks of earth- 
quake being felt. The most severe occurred 
at 16 minutes to five o’clock, the vertical mo- 
tion of which was very considerable. Taking 
place at such a time, this disturbance was 
literally a rouser, and if it extended over the 
area of the shock of the 9th inst., it must have 
woke up some millions of people. In many 
houses on the Bluff clocks were stopped and 
vases toppled to the ground. 


THE “ BDGAR’’ FUND. 


THE total amount received in Tokyo and Yoko. 
hama for the Edgar Relief Fund, amounting to 
$2,895, has, together with the other contribu- 
tions, been remitted to England by Captain 
Henderson to await disposal after the indivi- 
dual cases have been each considered; $150 
having meantime been sent to Miss Weston for 
distribution in the more urgent cases. 


SURGEON-COL. TAYLOR ON THE JAPANBS& MBDICAL 
STAFF CORPS. 
THE medico-military arrangements of the Japan- 
ese army in the field during the recent war 
formed the subject of a lecture delivered 
at Aldershot by Surgeon-Colonel W. Taylor, 
the principal medical officer of the South-Eastern 
military district. He declared the regimental 
medical organisation of the Japanese army lo be 
far superior to our own. The medical arrange- 
ments for saving life on the battle-field were 
perfect, no expense being considered too great 
to save a Japanese soldier's life. The bravery 
of the medical department was astonishing. He 
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himself had seen a stretcher-bearing company 
attending to their work in a perfect storm of 
bullets, and they had cleared a line of fire of 
eighty killed and wounded in about twenty 
minutes, having previously rendered first-aid 
and sent the wounded back to the field hospitals 
in the rear. 


ACCIDENTS ON THE “‘ BALTIMORE.” 

Tue Nagasaks Express says:—We regret to 
hear that a couple of fatal casualties occurred 
on board the U.S.S. Baltimore between Yoko- 
hama and Honolulu. Heavy weather was met 
with, during which several of the boats were 
smashed and the wheel and binnacle carried 
away. Mr. Cooper, the carpenter, was dashed 
on the deck and fractured his skull, while Mr. 
Jessen, the captain of the forecastle, was washed 
overboard and lost. Several others of the crew 
were injured (o a greater or less extent, 


THB ASSAULT AT SHIMONOSRKI. 

WE understand that the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
through their representatives in Yokohama, 
have expressed their readiness to pay the medi- 
cal and other incidental expenses of Mrs. 
Lowenthal, who was so dastardly assaulted by 
coolies at Shimonoseki the other day, while the 
Tokyo Maru was coaling there. The motive for 
the assault has not yet come to light. 


THE FOUNDING OF TH® G&RMAN EMPIRE. 
SATURDAY was the twenty-fifth anniversary of 
the establishment of the German Empire, and 
the day was loyally observed in Yokohama by 
the German community. A special train was 
engaged, which conveyed a large tiffin party to 
Kamakura, where a convival time was spent. A 
military band from Tokyo was in attendance. 


DEATH OF MR. SCHOENR, 

THERE passed away on Wednesday night in the 
person of Mr. Schoene, another of the old 
foreign residents of Japan. The deceased 
merchant was connected many years ago with 
the silk firm of Messrs. Valmale, Schoene 
and Milsom, and afterwards with Mr. Motta, but 
he has since been carrying on business on his 
own account. 


THE “FUJI KAN.” 

WHEN the last mail left England upwards of 
1,000 men were engaged at the yard of the 
Thames Iron Works upon the new Japanese 
ship, the /uj: Kan, and her launch was to take 
place in a few weeks’ time, at which Japanese 
students in England, the Minister and officials 
at the Legation, and a number of naval officers 
from Japan will be present. 


PUT BACK. 
THe American schooner Refriever, that left 
this port on the 17th, on an exploring voyage (to 
North Borneo, has put back for repairs. Heavy 
weather induced the skipper to run for shelter 
to Tateyama Bay, where she sprunka leak. Her 
passengers are Drs. Furness and Hiller (owners) 
and Mr. Wilder. 








THE NEW FAPANESE REPRESEN- 


LTATIVE IN VIENNA. 
—___@—_______. 

A telegram received in Tokyo announces that 
Mr. K. Takahira, recently appointed to repre- 
sent Japan at the Court of Austria-Hungary, 
reached Vienna on the 17th instant. 





A CORRECTION. 


—_ 

We have to correct, with all due apology, the 
wording of a paragraph in a recent issue with 
reference to a wedding present made by Her 
Majesty the Empress to Countess Coudenhove. 
The Countess was not designated simply as the 
first Japanese lady who had married a foreign 
nobleman, but as the first Japanese lady who 
had married a foreign diplomat of noble rank. 
Without the qualification such a statement would 
exclude the caso of Madame la Marquise 
Nembrini Gonzaga, whose marriage dates {rom 
some years back. 
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CURRENT TOPICS. 
-_———_-—_—> —--- —--— -- 

The question of the amendment of the Press 
Law is attracting considerable attention. Hopes 
had been entertained that the Government 
would consent to the abolition of suspension. 
It was therefore a great disappointment to Japan- 
ese journalists to find that Baron Suyematau, 
Director of the Legislative Bureau, in introduc- 
ing the Government Bill relating to the Press 
Law, stated in the House of Representatives that 
under no circumstances could the Cabinet con- 
sent either to abolish suspension or to the reduce 
the maximum period of one week. Journalists 
are moving energetically against the Bill. On 
the evening of the day when it was submitted to 
the Lower House, about 80 newspaper men, 
representing all the leading dailies (except the 
Nichi Nicht), and the majority of the minor 
papers in the Capital, as well asa large number 
of provincial publications, assembled at the 
Man-yasu restaurant in Kobikicho, and adopted 
the following resolution :— 

‘*1,—We are determined upon the abolition 
of the legal provisions relating to the suspen- 
sion of newspapers and magazines. 

_ 3,——We shall never rest until this object has 
been attained.” 

Among jthose present at the demonstration 
meeting, we notice the names of Messrs. Koi- 
zuka Ryu, M.P. (Mainichi), Haseba Junko, 
M.P. (Kagoshima Shimbun), Shiga Shigetaka 
and Miyake Yujiro (Wippon-yin), Nakai Kitaro 
(Fomiuri), Ishikawa Makoto (F#i Shimpo), 
and so forth. 

The Committee charged with the examina- 
tion of the Bill met on the 18th instant, there 
being present on behalf of the Government 
Baron Suyematsu, Director of the Legislative 
Bareau. After an animated debate, the Com- 
mittee decided to strike out the provisions relat- 
ing to suspension as well as security money. It 
ia stated that the Liberal members of the 
Committee were in favour of the abolition of 
suspension. There seems to be little doubt 

that the amendments recommended by the 
Committee will be voted by the Lower 
House ; bat there is as little doubt that the Bill 
so amended will be sent back by the Peers with 
counter-amendments. As to the probable re- 
sult of the negotiations that will then ensue be- 
tween the two Houses, it is difficult to speak. 
But in the present mood of the Lower House, 
there is but slender chance of a compromise 
being effected. 


A rumour is circulated that the Liberal Party 
is threatened with disruption. As the story 
emanates from the Domestic and Foreign News 
Agency (Naé-gai Tsushin), it must be received 
with duecaution. A section of the Party, which 
from the first viewed with suspicion the alliance 
between the Party and the Government, is said 
to have been compelled to declare its definite 
dissatisfaction. The leading members of the 
party are understood to be in favour of the Go- 
vernment Bill on the Pfess Law. This, accord- 
ing to the story, gave immediate occa- 
sion to open revolt on the part of the 
discontented section. The latter is made 
‘up of fourteen obscure members of the Party, 
such as Messrs. Noguchi Kei, Ito Tokutaro, 
Morimoto Shoichiro, and so forth. However, 
as they have seats in the Diet, their defection, 
if true, would be a serious blow to the Liberals. 


The movement for the amalgamation of the 
Opposition parties is stated to be making 
favourable progress. On the 18th instant, de- 
putations representing the various parties met 
at the Atago-kan to discuss the matter. Pre- 
liminaries were very smoothly arranged at this 
meeting, but the final decision was reserved for 
the 22nd instant. Endeavours are on foot to 
induce the National Unionists to join the new 
party. Messrs. Shiga Shigetaka, Taguchi 
Ukichi, Suzuki Shigetoo, Kanao Ryogan, and 
Ishiwara Hanyemon called at the office of the 
National Unionists on the 18th, but as no re- 
sponsible members of the Party were present, 
they withdrew without opening the subject. A 
written communication subsequeutly forwaraed 
to the National Unionists has not yet elicited any 
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answer, but it may be taken for granted that they 
will stand aloof from the amalgamation. The 
numerical strength of the new party in the 
Lower House is estimated at about 105. As 
to Messrs. Kawashima Jun, Gamo Sen, and 
others, who recently seceded from the Con- 
stitutional Reform party, it is reported that they 
will not join the projected coalition, but will 
form an independent political body on their 
own account. 





— 


THE NEW TAXATION MEASURES 
AND THE REVENUE. 


—--_—___- --—— 

One of the most important qdestions to be 
discussed by the Diet is that of the various new 
taxation measures proposed by the Government 
with the view of meeting the increased and in- 
creasing expenditures of the Empire. The 
Chugat Shogyo Shimpo explains how far the 
new taxes—supposing them to be imposed in 
the form contemplated by the Treasury—will 
serve the desired purpose. Basing its calcula- 
tions on the statements made by the Govern- 
ment Delegates at the first reading of these 
Taxation Bills in the House of Representatives, 
our contemporary arrives at these figures :— 

PROCEEDS OF TAXES, 


Yen. 
Registration Tax ccscccscosecsesceees . 6,808,400 
DORE. TAX: ~ coca iunccsGeeweiziviceatancis 28,000,000 
Biisiviess Tax. sisiccviscsccasccssesaeeces 7,550,000 
Monopoly of Leaf Tubacco.,,,...... 10,310,000 





Total c.rsccssscssceveseeseresves 52,008,400 
The sum under the heading of Saké Tax was 
computed by the Shogyo, the explanation of the 
Government Delegates giving no definite figures. 
Side by side with the enforcement of these 
new taxes, the following are to be abolished :— 





Yen. 
Tax on Soy manufacture ..........6 50,000 
License on the Sale of Horses and 
Cattle: | cay scvaceeireaspecvessevesecnsas 74,000 
‘Tax on Ships and Boats ............ 272,000 
Tax on Velricles ......ccsseeseeseeeeeees 799,000 
Tax on Confectionery c...cccccceeees 635,000 
Tax on Tobacco Stamps ......seeee « 2,577,000 
Tax ov Registration Stamps......... 1,965,000 
LOtal sessscteeseciedsens seseceseess 0,373,000 


It follows, therefore, that the net increase of 
Revenue is 46,395,400 yen. 


Now in organizing the system for a monopoly 
of leaf tobacco an initial outlay of 12 million 
yen is needed, 4 millions to build 100 stores, and 
8 millions as a capital fund for purchasing the 
tobacco. This sum is to be appropriated out 
of the Public Undertakings Loan. The interest, 
supposing it to beat the rate of 5 per cent., will 
amount to 600,000 yew perannum. The Govern- 
ment estimates the yearly produce of tobacco at 
24,280,000 kwamme, and the purchasing price 
at 12,340,000 yen. To the original price 
sundry expenses incidental to curing and so 
forth have to be added, bringing up the 
total to 29,470,000 yen. The. profit is estimated 
at 35 per cent. of the latter sum, namely, 
10,310,000 yes. But the expenses incurred 
in inspecting and controlling sales and in stor- 
ing the tobacco are estimated at 1,080,000 
yen, and if to this we add the inlerest mention- 
ed above, we get a total of 1,680,000 yes, which 
has to be deducted from the profits. Thus the 
net income accruing from the new taxes is re- 
duced to 44,715,400yen. From this another large 
amount has to be deducted, namely, a sum of 
of 18 million yen, realized by the Saké tax as 
enforced at present. Hence, in fine, the nomi- 
nal addition to Revenue from the Government’s 
programme is 26,715,400 yen. But other things 
must be taken into consideration in this con- 
text. For example, a probable decrease in the 
amount of saké brewed, an increased import of 
foreign tobacco, and an outlay of 340,000 yen 
which will probably be incurred in collecting 
the business tax. The Shogyo arrives finally at 
the conclusion that the actual increase of revenue 
will fall considerably short of 264 million yen. 












































COUNT OKUMA ON 71HE BUDGET. 
an ee : 

A representalive of the Mainichi Shimbun 
recently interviewed the ‘‘Sage of Waseda” 
and asked his opinion about the Budget sub- 
mitted by the Government to the Diet. The 
Count’s views were unusually severe. He ob- 
served, at the outset, that the Budget for the 
coming fiscal year is inaccurate and prepared in 
a slovenly manner. In the first place, he thinks 
that the indemnity should have been dealt with 
in the Budget. The Government has received 
74,492,785.764 yen as a first installment of the 
indemnity, and 44,700,000 yen as compensa- 
tion for the renunciation of the Liaotaung penin- 
sula, making a total of 119,192,785.764 yen. 
No mention of this is made in the Budget. A 
sum of 40,093,388 yen is merely entered in the 
Extraordinary Section as an appropriation from 
the indemnity. How the remaining 79,000,000 
yen is to be disposed of is a question that the 
nation may natufally ask. In the same way the 
Progressionist leader wants to know how much 
of the entire War Loan has been already dis- 
bursed, how much has been borrowed from the 
Nippon Ginko, and how much of the Surplus 
has been spent. On all these important topics 
the Budget gives no explanation whatever. In 
short, although the interest on, and the charges 
connected with, the War Loan and the tem- 
porary debt and pensions, are briefly men- 
tioned, the income incidental to the war is 
not given at all. It is true that the total 
of the interest and charges connected with the 
War Loan and the temporary debt is shown as 
8,776,947 yer. But of that sum the interest on 
the War Loan is put at 5,518,320 yen. The 
principal therefore must be 110,208,320 yen. 
In the same way, the interest on the temporary 
loan being 3,250,000 yen, the principal must be 
65,000,000 yen. These two items aggregate 
175,208,320 yen. ‘he Count estimates that the 
sum spent on the War is between 170 and 180 
million yen, and that estimate tallies pretty 
closely with the total given above. Now, out of 
the War Expenditures, a sum amounting to 26 
million yen was defrayed from the surplus re- 
venue. The interest on the sum, namely, 
1,300,000 yen should appear as reducing, to 
that extent, the interest on the total War Loans. 
Moreover, for the issne of convertible notes of 
the Nippon Ginko over and above the ordinary 
limit, the interest paid by the Bank ought to 
have amounted to 2 million yen, seeing that this 
extraordinary issue aggregates more than 40 
million yen. Thissum must either be included 
in the Revenue or serve as a set-off to the interest 
that the Government has to pay to the Bank for 
money borrowed. In short, according to the opi- 
nion of the Progressionists’ leader, a sum alto- 
gether amounting to about 3,300,000 yen has dis- 
appeared, and he can find no clue whatever in the 
Budget us to its disposal. He imagines that the 
total of interest and charges on the War Loan, 
and the temporary debt, must have been re- 
duced by 3,300,000 yes, and that the remainder, 
5,500,000 yen, in round numbers, appears as 
the actual total in the Budget. The Count is 
doubtfal about other points also. The surplus 
revenue after the 27th fiscal year was given at 
20 million yes approximately. But this sum 
is neither mentioned in the Budget for the 28th 
fiscal year, now does it appear in thet for the 
next year. The Count believes that it was dis- 
bursed to meet the War expenses. The entire 
absence of any reference to itin the two succes- 
sive Budgets is considered by him a grave 
defect in their compilation. 


Tarning to the Ordinary War expenditures 
during the 28th fiscal year, the Count thinks 
that the surplus must have been considerable, 
for under that item in the Budget for the 27th 
fiscal year there appeared a sarplus of no less 
than 5,882,876 yes and as the military opera- 
tions in the 28th year presented no materially 
increased difficulties, an equally large sarplus 
should have appeared. Not a sen of the sur- 
plus is shown in the Budget for next year. 
With regard to the Ordinary Expenditures for 
the coming fiscal year, the Connt thinks that 
an increase of so much as 30 per cent. over 
these of the preceding year is excessive, 
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all things considered. In the first place, an 
appropriation of 12,800,000 yen on account of 
the extension of the telephone system is enor- 
mous, in view of the many new essential out- 
lays required by the expansion of the nation’s 
affairs. Seven or eight million yes should suffice. 
In the same way, an expenditure of 26,553,000 
yen for doubling the Tokaido trunk line is de- 
clared to betoolarge. He attributes the magni- 
tude of the outlay to the corruption and incom- 
petence of the Railway Authorities. His views 
with respect to the Army and Navy estimates 
are equally censorious. Of the extraordinary 
continuing expenditures, to give only the main 
items, the principal portion is made up of ex- 
penditures incidental to buildings and initiatory 
equipment, the installment asked for during the 
coming fiscal year amounting to 17,342,070 
yen. This must be the sum needed for the con- 
struction of new barracks, including those built 
in forts at places of strategical importance, for 
arms and ammunition, and so forth, and the 
scope of the proposed increase of the Army may 
be inferred pretty correctly. Of the continuing 
expenditures for the manufacture of arms, 
amounting to 8,486,760 yen, the sum asked for 
the coming fiscal] year is 14 million yen. That 
such an item appears in the Budget is quite na- 
tural, seeing that any enlargement of the Army 
must be accompanied by an increased manufac- 
ture ofarms. Bat military matterscannot be easily 
comprehended by outsiders, and the Authorities, 
taking advantage of that ignorance, and of the 
comparatively less vigilant control of the Diet, 
may be prone to frame measures involving 
waste and excess. The Diet should exercise 
sharp supervision. 

Turning to the Navy, the Count is surprised 
to see the smallness of the sum appropriated 
for the construction of war-ships. The total is 
47,150,000 yen in round numbers, extending 
over a period of seven years, that is to say, from 
the 29th fiscal year to the 35th fiscal year. 
Even of that sum the whole is not to be applied 
for the construction of war-ships. On_ the 
contrary, a sum of 13,720,000 yen is to be applied 
for the construction of torpedo-boats, another 
of 2,377,000 yen for the construction of miscel- 
laneous vessels, and so forth, so that the sum 
appropriated for the building of battle-ships 
dwindles down to 27,790,000 yen approximately. 
With such a sum it would not be possible to 
construct war-ships of more than 40,000 tons 
displacement. Now, out of about 80,000 tons 
representing the Imperial Navy, 20,000 to 
30,000 tons must be deducted for ships no 
longer capable of active service. Consequently, 
even if 40,000 tons, together with the two 
battle-ships now in course of construction in 
England, be added, the whole does not exceed 
120,000 tons. Is the Government contented with 
such a small measure of naval expansion; an 
expansion based on the old programme for which 
the Government sought to obtain the Diet’s 
consent many years ago? Such are the Count’s 
views, greatly abbreviated from a long account 
in the Matnicht Shimbun. It will be seen that, 


pending the appearance of the Special War Ex- 


penditures Account, which the Government has 
promised to sabmit to the Diet, most of Count 
Okuma’s comments are premature. 








THE HIROSHIMA COURT-MARTIAL. 


—_————__ ———- 
FINDING OF THE COURT. 


Our readers have already been informed by 
telegraph that the Court-martial at Hiroshima 
convened forthe purpose of trying the officers im- 


plicated in the Soul émeuze of October 8th, gave 
judgment in favour of the accused on the 15th 
inst. Particularsare nowtohand. The charge 
against Lieut.-Colonel Kusunose and the seven 
other military prisoners was that they had ex- 
ceeded their legitimate functions and powers, 
thus becoming accessory to the crime of mur- 
der. To establish the charge of excess of 
legitimate authority, says the Court’s finding, 
proofs must be forthcoming that they arbitrarily 
moved or directed the movements of troops; 
and to convict them of being accessory to the 
crime of murder, it must be shown that they 


deliberately took steps incidental to the perpetra- 
tion of a murder, or that they abetted or instigated 
the deed. It has, on the contrary, been shown 
that not only did Lieut.-Colonel Kusunose nei- 
ther personally direct nor move troops, but also 
that he did not commit any act establishing his 
connection with any excess of power. Again, 
as to the bloody deed perpetrated in the Korean 
Palace, he appears not to have abetted it in any 
way. In fact, he did not learn anything about 
the projected émeuize until the beginning of Oct., 
when Lieut.-General Viscount Miura Goro, 


Japanese Representative at the Court of Korea, 


informed him that the Tai W6n-kun was plan- 
ning to effect an entry into the Palace, and that 
he, Miura Goro, contemplated rendering as- 
sistance to the plan, At the time when Lieut.- 
Colonel Kusunose heard this story from Miura 
Goro the latter had already made up his mind 
in connection with the affair, and it follows that 


Lieut.-Colonel Kusunose could not have in- 
stigated Miura or prompted his decision. 
Neither is there any proof whatever that he 
instigated other persons. Lieut.-Colonel Kusu- 
nose stands acquitted, therefore, of any act con- 
necting him with excess of power or being 


accessory to murder. 


The Defendants Major Mayabara Muhon, 
and Captains Ishimori Yoshinao, Takamatsu 


Tetsutaro, Koinobori Yukubumi, Murai Suke- 
mune, Maki Masasuke, and Fuji Toyomi are 
proved to have directed and moved troops in 
connection 


with the affair of October 8th. 
Mayahara Muhon acted, however, under the 
instructions of Miura Goro, then Japanese Mini- 
ster to S6ul, while Ishimori Yoshinao and the 
five other prisoners, acted under those of Maya- 
bara, Commandant of the Battalion. Now the 
Commandant of the Guards having been speci- 
ally enjoined by the high Military Authorities to 
obey the orders of the Minister, it was perfectly 
natural that Mayabara should act in accordance 
with the instructions of Miura Goro ; and it was 
in conformity with the rules of military dis- 


cipline that the Commanders of Companies 
should obey the orders of the Commandant of 
the Battalion. 
justice and illegality can subordinate officers be 


Only in cases of flagrant in- 


held accountable for deeds done in obedience 
to the orders of superiors; as, for instance, 
when the orders are at variance with law or are 
clearly beyond the limits of a superior’s official 
competence; and when it can not be pleaded 
in excuse that the actors did not know that the 
orders obeyed by them were either literally or in 
effect beyond the limit of their superiors’ com- 
petence. But judging from the depositions of 
the defendants and from the state of affairs ex- 
isting in Korea, it is plain that the prisoners 
considered the orders upon which they acted to 
be entirely valid. They were well aware of the 
facts that the Tai W6n-kun, who is related by the 
closest ties to His Majesty the King of Korea, 
had it in view to reform the maladministration 
of the country, and that his intention was sym- 
pathized with by the Japanese Minister, who, in 
virtue of his official competence, issued instruc- 
tions to Mayabara Muhon, the latter, in turn, 
giving orders to his subordinates. Under such 
circumstances, the faith placed by the defen- 
dants in those orders can not be calledin ques- 
tion. Especially must this have been the case 
in view of the fact that subordination is strictly 
enjoined upon soldiers, and that any act of in- 
subordination towards a lawfully constituted 
superior is liable to be punished with death or 
imprisonment. When a soldier decides to 
disobey the orders of a superior he must be pre- 
pared to incur a penalty of the gravest descrip- 
tion. Consequently, even supposing that the 
orders issued to them by their superiors were 
ultra vires, the defendants, obeying without any 
suspicion, can not be judged guilty of any 
abuse of power. The defendants, moreover, 
did not personally take any part in the 
bloodshed that occurred in the Palace, nei- 
ther did they instigate others to commit it. It 
appears, with regard to Major Mayabara, that 
having been instructed, among other things, by 
Lieut.-General Viscount Miura Goro to prevent 
the entry or exit of men or women, foreigners 


excepted, and having heard from the said Miura, 
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in the course of conversation, that a result of the 
entry of the Tai W6n-kun into the Palace might 
be the dethronement of the Queen, he ordered 
the various commanders of companies that were 
to guard the gates not to suffer a single woman 
to pass out. He also ordered the Commander 
of the 2nd Company to procure ladders. The 
Court, therefore, concludes that the actions of 
the defendants do not constitute the offence of 
having been either principals or accessories in 
the bloodshed that happened in the Palace, and 
they are declared not guilty. 


In the written account of the examination 
of Lieut.-Colonel Kusunose, the following 
statement appears:—When the Colonel went 
to the Japanese Legation about the and of 
October, to bid farewell to the inmates, he 
having received orders in the latter part of 
September to return home, he saw Viscount 
Miura, who told him that the Tai W6n-kan, 
grieved to see the administration of the coun- 
try growing worse and worse, was desirous 
of having recourse to some decisive mea- 
sure, but was deterred by the consideration that 
Japanese troops were stationed outside the 
main gate of the Palace. He was further told 
that Viscount Miura had been secretly requested 
to take certain steps, and that he had promised 
to render assistance, with the view of enabling 
the Tai Won-kun to accomplish his end, and 
with the view of maintaining Japan’s prestige 
in Korea. On a subsequent occasion when he 
called at the Legation, he was instructed by 
Viscount Miura to leave Sdul quickly, for 


having announced his intention of returning 


home, his further stay might invite suspicion 
at a juncture when men’s minds were filled 
with apprehensions. On the 7th of October, 
therefore, he left Sdéul for Jinsen, from which 
place he hastily returned to the capital that 
very night. on receipt of a telegram from 
Viscount Miura. Arriving in Séul on the 
8th, he met Sugiura Shun, Secretary of the 
Legation, from whom he heard the details of 
the day’s proceedings. He then repaired to his 
former residence, and having changed his dress, 
visited the Military head-quarters. Finding 
no person there, he turned his steps toward the 
barracks, where the Japanese troops were 
quartered, and observed, from first to last, the 
events that occurred in front of the Kokwa Gate. 
He also called the attention of the Commander 
of the Troops to the importance of securing the 
safety of a magazine within the precincts of 
the Palace. 


WESTERNIZATION OF CUSTOMS 
IN KOREA. 
-_—_—___-__ -_-—_—- 

Of the many changes introduced in quick 
succession in Korea the recent adoption of 
the western mode of haitcdressing. bas, per- 
haps, atracted most attention. e subject 
was discussed several times after the down- 
fall of the Ming faction, always, how- 
ever, without any definite conclusion being 
reached. Finally the matter was taken up with 
much seriousness, and in the sequel a pro- 
clamation was issued on the 30th ultimo, over 
the signature of the King, urging upon the 
people the advisability of adopting the Western 
mode of hair-dressing, and adding, at the same 
time, that His Majesty himself would set 
the example. As soon as the proclamation 
had been issued, the King told his attendants 
to cut his hair and that of the Prince Royal. 
The attendants hesitated to obey, whereapon 
both the King and the Prince. are said to 
have cut off a portion of their hair with their 
own hands. The proclamation created con- 


siderable commotion in both official and pri- | 


vate circles. It caused the resignation of the 
Minister of Education, Li Dosai, who, strongly 
opposing the change, retired to his native place 
when he found his representations disregarded 
by the King and the Cabinet. Many less im- 
portant officers in the vatious sections of the 
Government showed similar conservatism. Ra- 
ther than have their locks unceremoniously 
chopped off, they resigned their offices and re- 
tired to the country. But among the people 
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at large the proclamation created most con- 
sternation. Many humourous stories are told 
vy the Korean correspondents of the Tokyo 
papers in connection with the affair. They show 
that the sentiment provoked in Korea by the 
change resembles that felt by the Japanese 
some 30 years ago when the same innovation 
was inaugurated. In Korea’s case the method 
wl of enforcement seems to be much more rigor- 
- § ous than it was in Japan. Constables are said 
to be posted at the four gates of the capital, to 
await the coming of country people, their duty 
being to give information of the issue of the 
proclamation, and to compel the people, whether 
they object or consent, to cut their queues. 
The Japanese barbers reap a. golden harvest 
. } from the change. Itis said that they levy 20 sen 
” \ from each of the numerous customers flocking 
to their shops. It is a fine time, too, for Japan- 
ese engaged in the sale of hats and foreign 
clothes, for the Koreans find it natural to wear 
Western head-gear and coats after the cutting 
of their hair. There is no good without its 
evil, says the Chinese proverb. The poorer 
class of Koreans, who can not afford to buy 
hats and coats, have recourse to a very simple 
method of obtaining what they want: of late 
Japanese residents in Soul complain uninter- 
ruptedly of the mysterious disappearance of their 
head and foot gear. As for pL 
how radical is the change that over 
that bigotted old politician’s views may be in- 
ferred from the fact that, whereas he declined, 
me years ago, to receive a Japanese Repre- 
entative who came dressed in foreign garments, 
he has now consented to dress his hair in the 
new style. It is said that, owing to the uncom- 
promising method pursued to enforce the pro- 
clamation, more than two-thirds of the people 
of Soul now have their hair dressed in foreign 
fashion. But the event has so perturbed the 
| inci ics that many of them are giving 
the capital a wide berth, to the great incon- 
venience of the citizens of the latter, who rely 
upon the country-people for vegetables and other 
daily necessaries. One correspondent says that 
the ex-Minister of Education was not opposed 
to the measure itself, but thought many 
graver matters called forattention. To show 
the tre character of his protest, he had his 
hair cut before he retired to the country. 





THE INDEMNITY AND THE COST 
OF THE WAR. 
—_————__) -- .. 

We are at length in possession of some de- 
finite information with regard to the expenditures 
made by Japan on account of the War. Up to 
the 31st of March of the present year, the total 
amount of direct expenditures is estimated at 

«925 million yes. This represents only the 
TeiesrceNA™ paid out by the Government 
for the conduct of the campaign, the return 
of the troops, and other matters immediately 
connected with the war. There remain many 
other outlays that will ultimately swell the 
aggregate. For instance, Japan is to oc- 
cupy Weihaiwai until the whole of the war 


indemnity is paid. Towards the expenses of 
the occupation China contributes 500,000 taels 
annually, or one-fourth of the expense actually 


incurred. Thus, during the next, aix.yeass, by 
~-which time the whole indemnity is to be paid, 
apan will have incurred an outlay of g million 
taels, or say, 13 million yes, on account of 
Weihaiwei alone. Further, the sum of 225 mil- 
lion yen above quoted does not include pay- 
ments on account of pensions, relief to families 
of deceased soldiers, and so forth. And of 
_ course it has no concern with the indirect losses 
‘caused by the war—losses always stipposed to 
; aggregate a far greater amount than the direct 
‘outlay. Now the total sum to be paid by China 
to Japan by way of war indemnity and in con- 
sideration of the retrocession of Liaotung is 230 
million taels, or, say, 350 million yen, in round 
numbers. How does the comparison stand be- 
tween expenses actually incurred and sums re- 
ceived? It has been the custom with Japan’s 
local critics to accuse her roundly of avarice. 
Sharp accusations have been preferred against 
















































her to the effect that she betrayed marked cupi- 
dity in her demands upon China; that she 
struck a most one-sided pecuniary bargain, and 
that she emerges from the fight with well-lined 
pockets; We are unable to see how the justice 
of such condemnations can be established in 
face of the figures quoted above. By the time 
shat Japan has cleared up all her accounts, it 
eems likely that she will be actually out of 
mocket in the matter of direct expenditures, not 
to Speak of indirect losses. 
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ON SOME IMPORTANT FINANCIAL 
QUESTIONS OF THE DAY: 


~--——-— + --- a 

According to the Shogyo Shimpo, the Govern- 
ment Delegate for the Finance Department gave 
some information to the Budget Committee 
about the contemplated disbursements of the 
new Public Undertakings Loan, now awaiting 
discussion in the Lower House; about the 
manner of using the appropriation from the in- 
demnity, amounting to over 40 million yen, 
included in the Budget, and also in connexion 
with the receipts and disbursements of the War 
Loan. The portion of the Public Under- 
takings Loan to be raised during the coming 
fiscal year is 8,370,000 yen, which will be em- 
ployed as follows :— 

Yen. 

Construction of Railways in Hokkaido 903,200 
Establishment of Leaf Tobacco Con- 

trol ORCOS: 5 cciicdiacesentedvstzereaveestis 
Extension of Telephone Business 
Improvement of existing Government 

Railways — sccsssccvscseeseoes NSceuaeanines 
Interest on the Public Undertakings 

Loan 





Total: \viesarssciaiscceses 8,370,000 
The figures are all in round numbers. The 
appropriation from the indemnity, amounting 
to 40,093,388 yen, is to be disbursed thus :— 
Expenditures on account of the Army 





Yen, 
(extraordinary expenditure) ......0. 17,257,331 
Expenditures on account of the Navy 
(extraordinary expenditure) ......00 22,256,294 
Establishment of an Iron Foundry ... 579.762 
OUAL.. “sasvucavaceets (iswaes ew laa'eas 40,093,387 


The expenditures on account of the Army are 
for the construction of forts at Naruto Strait, 
Kure, Aki-Iyo Strait, Sasebo, the manu- 
facture of arms and ammunition, enlarge- 
ment of the arsenal, and so forth; while those 
on account of the Navy are for the construction 
of ships, arms, and buildings. As to the actual 
receipts and disbursements of the War Loan, 
the explanations given by Mr. Matsuo, Chief of 
the Account Bureau, and His Excellency Vis- 
count Watanabe, Minister of State for Finance, 
were a8 follow :-— 





RBCBIPTS. 

Appropriation of surplus of the 26th Yen. 
HSCal POAU ccisdasdvceacesssesscsspsececsate 23,430,000 
Total of the War Loan raised ..,....... 81,800,000 
Contributions to War Fund .........08. 3,880,000 
Borrowed from the Bank of Japan ... 41,500,000 
Bortowed from the Special Account... 28,700,000 
War cheques (gun-yo Rippu)....ccceseee 820,000 
POURL  casisestesuesevtaas isdwondus 180,130,000 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Total disbursements for which sanc- | Yen. 

tion has already been given ....... ». 180,254,540 


The total of the war disbursements sanction- 
ed by the Emperor amounted to 193,782,760 
yen up to the 11th instant, when the above in- 
formation was given to the Committee, and the 
total disbursements estimated up to March 31st 
are 225,000,000 yen. Of this grand total, since 
the aggregate of the War Loan already floated 
and of the appropriations from the surplus do 
not exceed 100 million yen, itis intended by 
the Government to temporarily add to the War 
Fund a sum of 80 million yen, approximately, 
from the 120 millions already paid by China on 
account of the indemnity. Even then there will 
remain a deficit of 45 million yen which the 
Government intends to meet by floating another 
part of the War Loan. 
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THE BASIS OF MORALS IN THE 


EAST AND THE WEST. 
= -- -——<+>--—-_- -—- 

In the pages of the Zoyo Tetsugaku-sasshi 
(Oriental Philosophy), Dr. Kato Hiroyuki, in 
pursuance of his plan of making a thorough com- 
parison of the principles underlying the moral, 
intellectual, political and social life of the East 
and West, has turned his attention to the above 
subject. In our own words we give, in as con-— 7 
cise a manner as possible, Dr. Kato’s view of ; 
the essential difference between morality in 
the East and the West. According to him, * 
one of the chief characteristics of Eastern : 
morality is self-effacement (CU; #&), while the 
fundamental principle” of Western morality ia: 
self-pesecxaijion (PR FR). In the East it is 
considered highly derogatory fora man to study , 
his own interests in anything that be under- | 
takes. Butin Europe self-preservation and the ,‘ 
attainment of happiness are regarded as the - 
ultimate aim of life. That is equivalent to 
saying that Eastern morality is essentially 
altruistic and Western essentially egoistic. 
True to its altruistic principles, Chinese and 
Japanese morality lays great stress on the 
duties of the five relationships. Loyalty and 
filial piety on the part of those that occupy 
subordinate positions; benevolence, impar- 
tiality, and justice on the part of those that rule, 
have always been considered cardinal virtues 
in the East. The burden of the moral teach- 
ing of Confucius and Mencius was no 
Other than the inculcation of the principle 
of entire self-renunciation, of extreme defer- 


~ 


ence to the wishes of others. This, is the “ 
essence of Buddhism. It was the stress that + 
Shaka laid on purely altruistic doctrines that « 


insured the success of his religion. India was 
wearied of the estrangement, selfishness, and 
invidious class distinctions engendered by Brah- 
manism when Shaka appeared upon the scene. 
Throughout his teaching the duties of different 
classes of human beings are treated as the most 
sacred of all the obligations of life. 

In Europe we see the reverse of this state of 
things. In ancient times the Greeks and 
Romans attached great importance to the rights 
of individuals, and in modern times the subject 
of personal liberty constantly forms the topic of 
philosophic discussion and is regarded as of 
paramount importance. The freedom granted 
to the individual has enabled men to carry on 
whatever investigations they please, and as a 
result great discoveries have been made. It is 
impossible to over-estimate the value of that 
progressive spirit which renders each generation 
dissatisfied with the achievments of its pre- 
decessors, and the very existence of this spirit 
is to be traced to the importance attached to 
individual rights and to the antipathy felt for 
conventionality by certain minds. 


To the influence of European egoism Christi- 
anity has always, in a greater or less degree, 
furnished a check. There is no denying that, 
like Buddhism, Christianity has always preach- 
ed altruism. Self-effacement was taught by 
Christ when he said, ‘‘ Whosoever shall smite 
thee on thy right cheek, (urn to him the other 
also.” But there is an essential difference be- 
tween the altruism taught by Christianity and 
that inculcated in India, China, and Japan. 
Christianity, while insisting on self-denial and 
self-sacrifice, teaches that all men are equal in 
the sight of God. The tendency of this latter 
doctrine is to weaken the feeling of deference 
to others that existing political and social re- 
lationships are calculated to engender and 
develop. By specifying the class of persons to 
whom deference is due, the Oriental system of 
ethics commends itself to the minds of men. 
That permanent relationships, whether political, 
social, or domestic, should call for the exercise 
of certain virtues seems most natural. By 
focussing the altruism that it teaches in the 
manner above indicated, Oriental morality not 
only avoids the vagueness that characterises 
Christian teaching, but furnishes a safeguard 
against the duty of deference to others being 
relegated to a subordinate position in the moral 
code to which in everyday life men appeal. 


Q2 


Contucius taught no such universal love as 
_ Christ insisted on. In the Confucian system 


 } love has its grades. To love all men alike is, 


according to Confucius, equally impossible and 
undesirable. 
The general effect of the teaching of Christ 
f in Europe, though usually supposed to have 
been conducive to the spread of altruism, has 
been to increase the power of egoism. When 
men are told that they are all equal in the sight 
of God, they naturally resent any assumption of 
superiority on the part of certain members of 
society. Their rights as individuals appear 
to be bequeathed to them by Heaven. Hence 
they are prepared to die rather than fore- 
go them. Thus we see that the Greek and 
Roman idea of personal liberty and personal 
right has been blended with the purely Christian 
idea of general equality before God, and the 
result of the union has been an all-pervading 
egoism, the effects of which manifest them- 
selves in all the great events of modern times. 
hat the spirit of the age in Europe is con- 
ducive to progress nobody will deny, but that 
from a moral point of view it has serious draw- 
-backs none but the wilfully blind can fail to see. 
Taking a purely utilitarian view of the matter, 
that is, judging of the two systems of ethics by 
their results, neither the Occidental nor the 
Oriental code can be pronounced a syccess. 
The Occidental system, while acting as a 
stimulus to the intellect and as a promoter of 
progress, has engendered and developed selfish- 
ness and narrowness of spirit, an unsympathetic 
disposition. The Oriental system, while pro- 
ducing virtues of high quality, such as filial piety, 
oyalty, self-immolation on the altar of duty, 


«and the like, has for the most part conduced 


to servility and to undermining the spirit of 
independence natural to unconqnered races. 


The lesson to be learnt from the development 
of the two diverse systems of morality which we 
are discussing is that the influence of a few 
moral magnates like Christ, Shaka, and Con- 
fucius, has not proved to be of sufficient force to 
counteract the effect of the working of such 
factors as national customs, physical and in- 
tellectual environment, and international inter- 
course. The precepts and doctrines of these 
great teachers have no doubt done much to 
‘modify the result produced by purely local, 
moral influences, but the original tendency of 
these influences has been unaltered. 

As an Oriental nation the Japanese system 
of morality has hitherto lacked that respect for 
individual rights and individual liberty that 
forms so prominent a feature of Western 
ethics. But ifin our eagerness to supply this 
defect, we abandon the moral truths taught us 
by our ancestors, and exterminate the sentiments 
of loyalty to superiors, faithfulness to friends, 
and respect for parents of which we have hither- 
to been so proud, we shall be committing a 
grave error. The proper course for us to follow 
isto graft such of the Western cuttings as may 
seem to us worthy of propagation on to the old 
stock of our ethical tree ; a process that ought 
to result in the production of fruit of first class 
quality. 





MORALITY OF BUSINESS PRO- 
YECTORS. 


=e fini ceo oe 

The Michi Nichi admonishes both the pub- 
lic at large and business projectors, especially 
the latter, with respect to the multifarious enter- 
prises now prospected at such an alarming rate. 
This mania for starting enterprises has as- 
sumed really remarkable proportions. Be the 
enterprise what it may, be the anticipated return 
on the capital invested ever so small, a share 
acquired by payment of one yen security becomes 
at once saleable in the open market for from 4 
to 8 yen. Under such circumstances it is not 
surprising that speculators indifferent to repu- 
tation or honour should project all kinds of 
schemes to serve their selfish ends. With 
regard to a railway, for instance, the projectors, 
not giving themselves the least trouble, esti- 
mate the cost of construction merely by this 
aid of a map published by the War Department. 
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The plan, compiled by the aid of such a map 
and aruler, is then taken to certain class of 
gentlemen whose support is desirable for public 
purposes, and this they readily give, chiefly 
because they themselves look to reap a hand- 
some profit in the early stages of the enterprise 
before its validity falls under suspicions. Of 
course nothing could exceed the culpability of 
such conduct, for it is because the public has 
confidence in the names of these gentlemen that 
investors offer their money. Fortunately the 
Authorities keep a close watch upon all these so- 
called business enterprises and reject applica- 
tions of a doubtful nature. It is indeed high time 
for the people to be on their guard against the 
delusions practised by such speculators. 





IMPERIAL MAFESTIES. 
eile a 
New Year's poetical [&te was celebrated at 
Court on the 18th instant. The subject chosen 
was, ‘‘ Congratulatory Poems in connection with 
Mountains.” The Emperor’s poem ran as 
follows :— 
Ame no shita 
Nigiw6 yo kosu 
Tanoshi kere ; 
Yama no oku made 
Michi no hirakste. 
[Happy the age when 
The country prospers; for then 
Does truth teach the remoteness 
Of temote mountains. ] 


| The Empress composed the following coup- 
et:— 
Amatsu hino 
Hikart wo ukete 
Kurat. Yama; 
Aft no hodo-hodo ni 
Noboru Mi-yo kana. 
[Tire tays of the sun 
Ot heaven teach to the dark 
Mountain recesses. 
Auspicious age! Each in 
His sphere happily Prospers. ] 

In His Imperial Majesty’s poem there is a 
play on the word michi (road, way, truth), while 
the play in that of Her Majesty's tarns on the 
phrase kurai yama (mountain of rank--dark 
mountain). 


THE BIBLE SOCIETIES’ COMMIT 
IN JAPAN. 
—>—_____ 


The following figures of the work done jn 
1895 have been handed to us :— 


No. of Colporters employed during the 
whole or some part of the year,,,...... 


_ SALES BY COLPORTERS. 


EE 
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BeSiaite Sh ssacecdastacccieasessaces 1,165 
Testaments i. 5.c0sserercescsacssaes 6,605 
PArtS v..ccsesccssssossseseessoccorvees 35,587 
POU cesecvices ea tedeeees ooo -EI,357 
Cash Received .....-...scccseseeass ; 
Colporters’ Wages ..... enkapcouns 5 oe 
Hotel & Travelling Expenses., 1,156.45 
TOTAL SALES, 
Bibles...ccsssscssesevesceseesscesseees 2,518 
Testaments ......cccccccscscscees . 18,837 
PATts vo. sessssssssecseesevesseeeeeeees 106,835 
Eee) 
Total .....cserseesessessssnee, 128,190 
Cash Received ......ccccscsscsseees 5,176.97 


In addition to the above list of books sold, there 
have been donated to the men and officers in the 
Army, the Navy, the sick and wounded in Hose 
pitals, and Policemen :— 


Bibles: sisecesiisdartes: seceencve see oaeagaen selusats 20 
Testaments ,...., fav cus Wndale ae Celtaaanse cdauseees 584 
Parts COCR Ceres eee oertsereseetesrecreeeoeerers Cveecnee 112,040 


aie 


OtAl soi césscactepsaskel’s Sr ree seseoee 112,644 





The total circulation for the year is there- 
FACE, VOIIMES: -cipiinds ccdsecianseaceiricdeseesc: 240,834 
Gro, Bratruwatte, Agent, B. & F.B.S. & N.B.L. 
H. Loomis, Agent, A.B.S. 
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7HE FOREIGN TRADE OF fAPAN. 


—_——___————- 

The joint Committee of the Foreign Com- 
merce Associations of Tokyo and Yokohama 
has formulated its views as to the measures that 
ought to be taken with the object of developing 
the country’s foreign trade. ‘The following are 
the Committee’s views, as reported by the Afag- 
nicht Shimbun :— 

1. That all organizations for purposes of foreign 
commerce should be joint capital unions (gohon 
Kessha). 

2 ‘hat facilities for maritime transport be increased 
and freights reduced on goods sent abroad. 

3- That steps be taken to secure the smooth work- 
ing ot the machinery of tradal finance. 

4. That facilities of customs storage be increased, 
and that private godowns be established under the 
superintendence of the Customs. 

5. That the Consular System be improved. 

6. That machinery for the exchange of mercantile 
information be contrived. 

7. That commissioners to inquire into the state of 
foreign trade be despatched abroad. 

8. That stores be formed at tradal centres abroad 
for the sale of Japanese exports. 

g- Vhat men be educated forthe pursuit of com. 
merce, 

10. That rules relating to industrial and commercial 
associations be enacted. 


All these suggestions seem to point to the so- 
called direct trade. Evidently that tendency 
continues to grow in the minds of the Japanese. 








THE “CHISHIMA”-“ RAVENNA” CASE. 
> 
b 








The remarks made by Sir Thomas Suther- 
land with reference to the Chishima-Ravenna 
case, when presiding at the annual meeting of 
the Peninsular and Oriental Company, deserve 
to be quoted :— 


Reference was made in the report to an unfortunate 
disaster which occurred by a collision between one of their 
vessels and a Japanese ship, and he might say that the legal 
proceedings in that case must have proved of the greatest 
possible interest to the profession to which his friend on 
the left (Mr. Williams) belonged, because three separate 
judgments had been given in connection with it on three 
distinct and separate grounds. When they went before 
the Privy Council they were confidently assured by dis- 
tinguished counsel who fought their case that the result 
would simply be ‘‘ a walk over ’’ for the company. So far, 
however, from that being the case, it was a legal triumph 
for the Japanese Government, and, he did not deny. a 
legitimate triumph for Japan in its capacity as a sovereign 
Power. Ihe claim made by the ir anese vernment 
was for not less than £100,000, an the company’s statu- 
tory liability, if it should have been proved or held that the 
company was partly to blame for the disaster, would have 
amounted to over £27,00c. Although the officers were 
acquitted by a ss Joh Court of all blame in connection with 
the disaster, they knew, from their past experience, that the 
Admiralty Court had a happy knack, in cases of collision, 
of finding that both ships were to blame.—(Laughter.) 
Considering all the circumstances, he thought they would 
agree that the company had acted wisely in compromising 
the matter for £10,000—(hear, hea:)—and he desired to 
add that if they had known that the Japanese Government 
was in such a reasonable frame of mind asthey afterwards 
discovered was the case—a frame of mind rendering it 
posible to deal with the matter in what-he called a broad, 

arge-minded, and liberal way—the company would have 
avoided the two years of litigation which had gone on, as 
well as the large amount of expense which had been in- 
curred, It only remained to be mentioned that the loss 
incurred through this unfortunate affair had been fully 
provided for in the accounts of the year. The damage 
sustained by the Ravenna was, as matter of Precaution, 
written off previously. He trusted that the shareholders 
would entirely approve of the directors’ action in the 
matter.—(Hear, hear.) 

These comments constitute an appropriate 
sequel to an affair that must now be looked 
back to with intense chagrin by the majority 
of the foreign journals in Japan and China, 
whose editors allowed themselves to be betrayed 
Into Contentions and criticisms as wild and un- 
reasonableas anything ever found in the columns 
of newspapers. From the very outset the affair 
was invested by these writers with an inter- 
national character, and the grossest abuse was 
poured upon the Fapan Mail for venturing to 
assert that the finding of a British Marine 
Court of Inquiry ought not to have greater legal 
value in Japanese eyes than ithas usually in 
British. Innumerable instances are on record 
where the verdict of a British marine court of 
inquiry was completely reversed by a court of 
law, and Sir Thomas Sutherland evidently had 
that record in view when he said—in sonie- 
what inaccnrate language—‘“‘although the officers 
were acquitted by a legal (séc) court of all 
blame in connection with the disaster, they knew, 
from their past experience, that the A miralty 
Court had a happy knack, in cases of collision, 
of finding that both ships were to blame.” 
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THE EXODUS FROM TOKYO. 


~——_-— 

We learn that the departure from Tokyo of 
Mr. and Mrs. Kirkwood for a trip to Europe 
will take place, not in April, as supposed, but 
in June. To complete our list of the losses 
that Tokyo society is about to suffer, we should 
add the names of Mr. and Mrs. Pownall, who, 
to the great regret of a wide circle of acquaint- 
ances and friends, are leaving Japan finally 
next month; of Mr. and Mrs. T. H. James, 
who leave in March bat happily may be ex- 
pected to come back within a vear; and of Vis- 
count de Labry, who will return to France so 
soon as his successor reaches Tokyo. One ad- 
dition to the rapidly diminishing circle has to 
be noted, thatot Colonel de Wogack, who will 
spend a few months in Tokyo, where he has 
taken the house recently occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Macmillan. 



























































harbour before it was light enough for him to 
enter it without accident. When she struck, the 
sea was fanly calm, but the tide was rising, and 
very seon a moderate northerly gale was blowing, 
driving the ship on to the rocks, while the waves 
sent sheets of foam flying high above her masts, 
as could be seen clearly enough from the Club 
verandah, Que of the members of Messes, Sietas’ 
fires pulled over to the Island in a Geoared gig, 
which was then drayped aciuss, and launched on 
the other side; but some difficulty was experienced 
in veaching the wreck, owing to the numerous 
tocks all about hee. The ship was then full of 
water, which cose and fell with that outside; and 
she speedily became a total wreck, All bands 
were safely landed on the Island, being put up in 
the lighthouse and adjacent village for the night. 
From this account it is plain that the loss of the 
ship was due, not to the absence of two of her 
propeller’s blades, but to her faking the wrong 
channel. Further, it appears that she arrived 
off Chefoo at 4 a.m. on November 13th, having 
left Port Arthur at 2 p.m. on the preceding day. 
Thus she made the run of 80 miles in 14 hours; 
that is to say, at the rate of nearly 6 miles 
an hour—conclusive proof that she was not 
“disabled.” If she could make Chefoo so 
quickly and easily, what was there to pre- 
vent her taking the proper channel? Simply 
a blinding snow-squall at the moment of her 
picking out the entrance—a snow-squall that 
made her lose her way and steam among the 
rocks. Wecansympathise with the unfortunate 
master, who probably argued that had he been 
lying snugly in Port Arthur repairing his pro- 
peller on the morning of November 13th, he 
would not have struck the Lighthouse Island 
reef. But we can not see that his charge against 
the Japanese Naval Authorities is borne out by 
facts. The Nanking, wiren she anchored off 
Port Arthur, could not possibly be classed in 
the category of ‘‘ distressed ships.”’ 











THE NORWEGIAN STEAMER 
“ NANKING.” 


---—--- -—<—_—_ —- _— 

There recently appeared in the columns of a 
Shanghai newspaper a letter from Mr. Niels 
Sorensen, master of the Norwegian steamer 
Nanking, which had been wrecked on a reef to 
the north of ‘‘English Island” near Chefoo. 
The master stated in his letter, that, having 
broken two blades of his propeller and finding 
his ship steered badly and could not make more 
than from 3 to 4 knots an hour, he anchored at 
some distance off Port Arthur (not having a 
chart of that harbour), and going ashore in one 
of the ship’s boats, asked permission to enter 
the port and either dock the ship, or dip her 
sufficiently to get at her propeller. Permission 
was refused, however, and he decided to steer 
for Chefoo, but his ship ran ona reef and be- 
camea wreck, ‘‘ owing tothe wind and weather, 
but principally to her disabled engines.” In 
view of these facts, Mr. Sorensen inveighed 
very vehemently against the discourtesy of the 
Japanese authorities at Port Arthur, and de- 
clared that had his vessel flown the flag of one 
of the great nations of the West, the Japanese 
would not have *‘ dared” to treat her with so 
little consideration. We have made carefal in- 
quiry into this incident and the particulars, 
obtained on the best authority, are these :— 
About noon on the rath of November the master 
of a Norwegian steamer called at the Port Ad- 
miral’s offices at Port Arthur, and asked per- 
mission to bring his ship into the harbour 
and dock her, as she had lost two of her pro- 
peller's four blades. The instructions of the 
Naval Authorities at Port Arthur were that no 
foreign merchantman should be admitted unless 
she was ina state of distress. The Vanking was 
not in a state of distress. She had, indeed, lost 
two of her propeller’s blades, but was able to 
steam 4 knots with the two remaining, and, in 
all other respects, was perfectly sound. To 
dock her and effect the necessary repairs would 
have required a week—3 days to empty the 
dock and 3 to replace the blades—-and her port 
of destination, Yingkow, was likely to be closed 
by ice before that time. Under the circum- 
stances, and having no competence to admit a 
vessel in her condition, the Naval Authorities at 
Port Arthur recommended the master either to 
run across to Chefoo, only 80 miles distant, or 
to proceed at once to his destination, Yingkow. rer ; 
Ho adovted the former course, missed the pro- the Transvaal isin danger of being added to 
per channel, and ran his ship on the rocks. British possessions in Africa—an apprehension, 
Here is an account of the accident taken from | it must be confessed, that history fully justifies. 
a letter sent to the Worth China Daily News| However strong that apprehension may be, 
by its Chefoo correspondent :— however, we can not bring ourselves to believe 
that the Emperor of Germany allowed himself 
morning, while trying to get into the harbour by be agodte into the singular ae attributed 
the North entrance, about 4 a.m., while the first to him by the intelligence Sere NETS: for its 
snow-squall was thickening the air; she missed the effect would be merely to precipitate the eon: 
proper channel and struck on a reef of rocks close | tingency His Majesty is supposed to be anx1ous 
to Liukungtao, the Lighthouse Island. She was|to avert. Indeed, nothing 80 threatening to the 
bound from Hongkong to Newchwang; and ez} peace of the world has occurred for many years 
route lost two of the four blades of her propeller;|as this Transvaal business. It is evidently the 


being off Port Arthur when the lass of the Ste beginning of a trouble that must gradually 


ae era eu ue east ere ea assume large dimensions, for no power at the 
: : ' . cs 
into the harbour and be refitted, but this was command of the Boers is capable of stifling 


refused him. Rebuffed thus, he shaped a course instincts such as those that prompted the rising 
for Chefoo, and had the ill-luck to arrive off our ' of the Vitlanders. ‘ 


THE EMPEROR OF GERMANY AND 


THE TRANSVAAT. 
—_——---——_~&___-—- -- 

When intelligence came by telegraph that 
the Emperor of Germany had sent a message 
to President Kruger of the Transvaal, congra- 
tulating him on the Boers’ victory over Dr. 
Jameson, we, in common with some others, 
were disposed to think that the message must 
not be read in the literal sense of the language 
sent across the wires, bul that some explanation 
softening the apparent unfriendliness of the 
Kaiser’s attilude toward England would be pre- 
sently furnished. One apparently reasonable 
hypothesis was that the Germans in the Trans- 
vaal had taken part in a revolt against Boer 
authority, and that, just as Mr. Chamberlain 
telegraphed the British Government’s disap- 
proval of Dr. Jameson’s proceedings, so the 
Emperor of Germany had signified his satisfac- 
tion at President Kruger’s success in re- 
establishing law and order in the face of a 
revolutionary attempt by German subjects. But 
telegrams just received by the American mail 
put that solution out of the question, for it now 
appears that the Germans in the Transvaal 
sided with the Boers against the Ustlanders, who 
are nearly all British subjects. Hence the 
Emperor’s telegram must be regarded as a 
demonstration of most unfriendly feeling toward 
England. There appears to bea strong appre- 
hension both in France and in Germany that 


The steamer Nanking came to grief early in the 
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ACROSS THE AMERICAN CON. 


TINENT. 
ie hse canst a 

No matter how many times one crosses the 
United States the journey is always one of new 
delight. The comforts of the palace and din- 
ing cars ; the pleasant company therein ; 800,000 
miles of wire at your disposal, connecting with 
all the cables in the world; the great cities of 
the East that are passed in quick succession ; the 
ever changing views from the broad windows; 
the prairies covered at this time with endless 
miles of corn-stalks, among which countless 
herds of cattle are feeding; the wonderfally 
interesting mirage that shows one a beautiful 
lake of wide extent with the waves rippling al- 
most up to the cars; the burning sunsets with no 
visible sun, yet giving a molten sea of glory 
totally unlike any mountain or ocean sunset; tlten 
the gorgeous canons of the Rockies, all ending in 
four or five days at the Golden Gate—no one in 
health and with eyes and ears can weary of it. 
‘ Boston is ‘‘ The Hub.” To spend a year in 
its suburbs, to meet the clever men and wo- 
men in their homes and at their clubs, to have 
the intellectual stimulus of Boston lectures and 
the superior educational advantages for one’s 
children, is a great privilege. Many mission- 
aries educate their children inthis classic region. 
Among those who have taken highest rank in 
Newton High School, in Philips’ Academy, in 
Wellesley and Mount Holyoke Seminaries, in 
Howard and Yale, are the sons and daughters 
of missionaries. The exceptional place won by 
the children of Dr. D. C. Greene, Dr. M. L. 
Gordon, and Mr. Loomis confer honour on 
their parents as well as on the institutions in 
which they study. And these children show 
their metal by largely paying their own way 
with money earned by singing, by literary work, 


by private (tutoring, and by prizes gained in 


competition with hundreds of others. Two 
sons Of missionaries have for two successive 
years recently taken the entrance prize of $200 
at Yale. The fathers and mothers of such 


children may well be pardoned if they like to | 


call the attention of their visitors to the “ photo- 
graph of my son in Harvard,” and to “ the 
boy who took the entrance prize at Yale.” 


Railroads in some places are undergoing im- 
mense changes. Millions are being spent to ele- 
vate the few miles near Boston to enable express 
trains to rush at full speed clear into the heart 
of the city, with no obstructions from cross- 
ings: this is intended to redace the time be- 
tween New York and Boston to four hours. 
The New York Central has recently put on fast 
trains for runs of 400 miles, and the papers are 
now saying that this road beats the fastest time 
of the English trains. Occasionally cut-rates 
are on, as at present between Boston and Chi- 
cago. First-class tickets vid Montreal are only 
$9.00 now. Sometimes cattle are carried from 
Chicago to New York for $1.00 per head when 
the regular rate is $20.00. Competition is giv- 
ing way to consolidation, so that now there are 
virtually but three railroad companies in New 
England. All of these sell ticket-books of 1,000 
miles for $20.00, and with these one is never 
bothered with buying tickets just as the train 
starts. Electricity is taking the place of steam 
on short lines, and everybody who knows no- 
thing about electricity confidently expects to see 
trans-continental trains soon running with no 
more smoke and no more cinders. 


I spent Sunday in Grinnell, Iowa, a most in- 
teresting town. It was founded in 1854 by 
some earnest, wide-awake New England Chris- 
tians, the leader of which company was Mr. 
Grinnell. The first settlers lived in the roughest 
of rough log cabins, on the door-steps of which 
they sometimes found a rattlesnake curled up 
and ready for business. These men and women 
were broad-hearted and took active part in 
aiding runaway slaves from the south, and the 
town was known as one of the “‘ Underground 
Stations” on the way to Canada. No liquor- 
saloon is possible within the limits of this city, 
for the sale of the land and lots was conditional 
on a solemn pledge that strong drinks should 
never be sold thereon. A college was a neces- 
sity for such a colony, but a few years ago one 
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of those fierce cyclones that rival the worst 
typhoons, swept over the State and blew the 
wooden college literally into chips. Friends 
from the East and elsewhere joined in, and at 
_ once put up buildings of brick and stone in a 
manner meant to discourage cyclones. Pres, 
Gates invited me to address the students, and 
to my surprise, Professor Parker, in introduc- 
ing me, spoke as follows :—(I quote from his 
M.SS. which was afterward given me.) 

“In behalf of this audience and of Iowa, 
College, I wish to entrust to your care two com- 
missions. 1. Please say to your associates in 
Japan that we believe in missions, we believe in 
missionaries, and we believe in the American 
missionaries in Japan. Assure them especially 
that we appreciate the exercise of their in- 
fluence in securing to Japan the right (like 
that accorded by our country to Christian 
nations) of bringing to trial aud punish- 
nent the violators of Japanese law on Japan- 
ese soil. The influence of our missionaries 
in Japan was a potent one in this country in 
securing the abolition of exterritoriality in the 
new treaties. We would convey our thanks to 
the missionaries for their good offices in that 
regard, and would congratulate the Japanese 
on having among them those who could and 
would aid them in obtaining such an act of 
justice from our own people. 

‘©2, Please remember also that there have 
been Japanese students in Iowa College, and 
tell their countrymen that they have elevated the 
reputation of Japan among us by their mental 
ability and high character. They have prepared 
us to believe in Japanese manliness and talent. 
They have earned our heartiest benediction. 
They will honour us as they have honoured their 
nalive country.” 

Some of the churches of this town, which was 
founded about the time when Japan was open- 
ed, are already built in solid granite, and the 
largest will seat 1,100. ‘Those who think that 
Christianity is playing out should see this church 
when it is packed to hear the able young 
pastor. I had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Her- 
ron, a professor in the College, and a man 
whose fame is now international. I learned 
that he is only thirty-three. He has lectured 
in many of the great centres in the United 
States from Boston to San Francisco. In the 
latter place bitter opposition led to some un- 
handsome writing: Dr. Jordan, President of 
Leland-Stanford University wrote of him ;— 
‘“T have been forced to the conclusion that he 
(Herron) is not a fanatic but a rank hambug.” 
While Dr. McLean, President of the Pacific 
Theological Seminary, says :—‘ Whatever else 
is to be said, it is quite certain that no speaker 
and no speeches have ever in the history of the 
State of California elicited so much public com- 
ment or drawn out so much earnest and weighty 
discussion as Dr. Herron and his speeches have.” 

This young man has stirred up some who 
violently disagree with him, and many who take 
exception to some of his positions, but he feels 
that he has a message and that he must not 
shrink from delivering it. He has just finished 
a course of six lectures in Boston, besides 
speaking at various distinguished clubs and in 
many influential churches without reference to 
denomination. He received applause from 
audiences of working men and respect and 
syinpathy from cultured people of the “ Hub.” 
His first great address was delivered about five 
years ago, and is considered by some as the best 
of his six booklets. Its title is, ‘‘ The Message 
of Jesus to Men of Wealth.” His books have 
already a large circulation in England and on 
the continent. He has correspondents in India 
and Japan. 

Starting across the plains again, one finds 
that the great word is corn. The crop has 
been unprecedented—I forget the millions of 
bushels. We rode through a thousand miles 
of almost continuous cornfields. Wire fences 
divided off the huge farms, and the farmers 
have learned the trick, it is said, of insulating 
the wires and using them for telephone purposes. 
In spite of every modern facility for moving 
crops to any part of the world, the price is only 
sixteen cents per bushel, or about $3.00 per ton. 
So the Iowa farmers, being mostly land-owners 


and not renters, decline to sell. Vast cribs are 
going up in every direction preparatory to keep- 
ing the crop to feed to hogs that end their hap- 
py career in Armour’s famous slaughter-house 
at Chicago. Hence go sansages for the world. 

Colorado Springs is the entrance to the Rocky 
Mountains. It is one of the sanitariums of the 
United States. No factories are allowed with- 
in three miles. From the broad roads you see 
the Gate of the Garden of the Gods, and the 
entrances to those wind searching canons, while 
Pike’s Peak, that far outranks Fuji in height 
(14,147 ft.) and is far below it in beauty, gives 
inspiration and cheer to rich and poor alike as 
they daily gaze at its silvery top. 

Many Japanese well know all these grounds 
for they have studied at the college. And what 
magnificent blocks of red sandstone, hard as 
flint and that never fade, are in those college 
buildings ! 

Rushing at full speed up and up ona rail- 
road that is at once both narrow and broad 
guage, we reach perhaps the highest city in the 
world, Leadville, 10,200 feet above the level of 
ocean. From its streets and houses the sur- 
rounding country looks as if the land had been 
lashed into frightful waves and petrified when 
the storm was at its height. Here is one of the 
treasure-houses of this Jand, with a new reputa- 
tion now for its gold mines discovered last year, 
which are said to be producing at the rate of 
$3,000,000 a year. The citizens propose to 
surpass Montreal this winter with an ice-palace 
covering two and a half acres which shall have, 
besides its skating-rink, halls well warmed and 
most brilliantly lighted with all the colour effects 
that electricity can produce. In its yet unfini- 
shed state it is a wonderfully beautiful palace. 
Bat it is unhealthy for the workmen, five in one 
day being carried to the hospital with pneumonia. 
Leadville is only one of the gold-fields of 
Colorado, which Strate is producing some 
$13,000,000 a year of the precious metal. The 
miners have to work carefully in the attenuated 
air of that altitude, which prostrates man and 
beast alike if there be any haste. Eight horses, 
in drawing a stage up the ordinary road for a 
mile and a half, walk all the way with repeated 
rests. People approaching the town in the 
cars sometimes become as sea-sick as on a 
steamer on account @f the rarification of the air 
andithe motion of the cars. 

Salt Lake City is famous for its Mormon 
Tabernacle, which holds 12,000 people, and for 
its Mormon Temple that cast $4,000,000, but 
into which latter place ordinary people are never 
admitted. The Mormon question is virtually 
settled by the abolition of polygamy. Hence 
Utah will doubtless be admitted into the Union 
as a State in a few weeks. 

Then crossing over the Sierras through forty- 
two miles of snow sheds that fret the eyes to 
the limit of endurance, and out into the edge 
of the frightful precipice called Cape Horn, we 
drop down, with one long toboggan-like slide, 
from snows and clouds and winter into the 
almost perpetual sunshine and summer of 
California with its magnificent fruit-fields, into 
which the whole Empire of Japan might be 
packed and then leave a few square miles of 
territory uncovered. J.H.D. 

San Francisco, Dec. 20th, 1895. 


GIGANTIC ROBBERY IN YOKOHAMA. 
—_——__——_—_——_ 
DEFALCATIONS BY A CHINESE COMPRADORE. 


The Chinese compradore of Messrs. Findlay, 
Richardson & Co., Ching Yo-ting, was taken 
into custody by the police on Sunday at 2 p.m. 
upon information received from Mr. G. C. 
Buchanan Dunlop, charging the compradore 
with defalcations amounting to $70,000. Upon 
examination at{the police station, Ching Yo-ting 
admitted that there was a discrepancy in his ac- 
counts to something like that amount. Great 
excitement, prevailed among the Chinese Com- 
pradores in the town when it was learned that 
their colleague had been arrested, and a de- 
putation of the man’s friends offered $25,000 in 
settlement of the matter, but Messrs. Findlay, 
Richardson & Co. were unwilling to agree for 


Google 


less than $30,000. Finally an arrangement 
was come to for the first named sum, the firm 
also retaining possession of other securities 
over and above the full amount. The defalca- 
tions were due to the comparadore charging 
prices to Japanese buyers above those asked by 
the firm and pocketing the difference. Mr. 
Masujima acted on behalf of the firm. The 
Compradore, who is about 35 years of age, 
is reported to be wealthy, and possesses con- 
siderable property in Yokohama. 





THE FENOLLOSA DIVORCE CASE. 
ome -—_—— ---.- Scales a 

We learn, on authority apparently unimpeach- 
able, that the account given by the New York 
World, and reproduced in these columns, about 
the Fenollosa Divorce Case, errs in one very 
important respect. The World said that Mrs. 
Fenollosa expected, immediately after the pro- 
ceedings, to marry Dr. Bigelow of Boston. 
According to information just obtained, there 
is no truth whatever in that assertion. Dr. 
Bigelow had absolutely no connection, either 
direct or indirect, with the unfortunate affair, 
nor does it appear that Mrs. Fenollosa has any 
intention of marrying him. Public opinion in 
America regarding the affair seems to be entirely 
with Mrs. Fenollosa. Even Mr. Fenollosa’s 
family supported and sympathised with her in 
her attempt to secure a divorce. The Court 
awarded her not only alimony but also the 
custody of the child, and it would appear that 
those best acquainted with the facts consider 
the decision of the Court entirely just and right. 





DESTRUCTIVE FIRE IN MAIN 


STREETZ. 
———_—_—_—_——_—_——— 
FIREMAN FATALLY INJURED. 


The Settlement of Yokohama has experienced 
a long immunity from very destructive fires, 
but on Thursday the record was disagreeably 
broken. About a quarter to seven o'clock 
an alarm was raised that fire was break- 
ing through the. ceiling .of the store occu- 
pied by the Japan Photographic Company (Mr. 
J. Himen), at 77, Main Street. Before the 
Brigade could reach the spot the flames had 
spread with alarming rapidity and it was soon 
seen that the house was doomed. Supt. Morgin 
brought his full staff to the scene of the conflagra- 
tion, and efforts were at once made to prevent it 
spreading beyond the block in which it originated. 
The force of water was at first inadequate, and the 
police wasted a lot of water in leakage from their 
defective hose, and for a while the fire had its own 
way. With characteristic foolhardiness, the Japan- 
ese firemen began stripping off the roof of adjoin- 
ing buildings, a congenial task which they only 
abandoned after many remonstrances. About 
half-past seven o'clock the roof of Mr. Himen’s 
house fell in, but by this time the Brigade had 
got some command over the flames. Still 
they had encroached on the adjoining house, 
the upper floor of which is used by Mr. B. 
Pratt (of Messrs. Eyton and Pratt) as a private 
residence, and considerable damage was done 
there both by fire and water: By a little after 
eight o'clock all danger was at an end, though 
as a matter of precaution the Brigade played on 
the ruins of the gutted house for several hours 
afterwards. Mr. Himen is insured with Messrs. 
Ahrens for $6,000; and Messrs. Eyton and 
Pratt have insurance policies with Messrs. King- 
don and Schwabe and Messrs. Ahrens & Co. 

A very sad accident has to be recorded in 
connection with this fire. Rokunosuke, the 
Japanese foreman of the Brigade, 63 years of 
age, who has been connected with the Y.F.B. 
since its start, becoming impatient at the dilatori- 
ness of an assistant who was in charge of the 
fire-escape, ran up the ladder just as the stone 
coping of the house fell. The stone crushed 
rhwugh the man’s helmet, cutting into his skull, 
tohile his face was cut across and down to the 
bone. In falling he tarned a complete somer- 
sault, and was picked up unconscious. Dr. 
Rokkaku at once attended tu him, but no hopes 
are entertained of his recovery, the base of the 
skull being fractured. 
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ACQUITTAL OF THE OFFICERS|the objects contemplated by the Tal 


ARRESTED 1 CONNECTION WITH \W6n-kun. 


THE KOREAN TROUBLE OF 
OCTOBER 8&ru. 


———___.@-__ 
W* publish elsewherethe finding of the 
Court-Martial convened at Hiro- 

shima for the trial of Lieut.-Colonel Kusu- 
NOSE, Major MAYABARA, and five other 
officers, charged with abuse of power, and 
with acts rendering them accessory to the 
bloody drama enacted in the Palace in 
Sdul on the 8th of October. The accused 
have all been acquitted, and the facts cit- 
ed in the judgment of the Court make it 
quite plain that no offence could justly 
be established against them. Speaking 
broadly, these officers acted in obedience 
to orders issued by lawfully constituted 
authority. To disobey would have been 
open insubordination. Moreover, there 
was nothing in the nature of their orders 
to suggest the propriety of disobédience. 
The senior officers knew nothing beyond 
the fact that they were required to employ 
the troops under their command in aid of 
a coup d'état having the approval of the 
Japanese Representative, whobelieved that 
the circumstances of the time demanded a 
sweeping administrative re-construction. 
If military men are asked to commit a 
crime, ortouse their force forthe subversion 
of law and order, they are expected to 
refuse compliance, but even then they 

accept a heavy responsibility. In the 

case of the coup a’étét of October 8th, the 

Japanese Minister was the only person 
nominally qualified and authorized to form 
a sound judgment as to the consequences 
of any political development in which he 
participated, and for the consummation 
of which he employed the troops at his 
disposal. Neither the officers nor the 
soldiers had any business to question the 
character of the Minister’s estimate. Had 
they known, indeed, that the murder of 
the QUEEN was contemplated by the Tat 
WON-KuN’S associates, or was likely to 
result from the coup a’étét, it would have 
been their duty to hesitate. But there is 
nothing to connect the Japanese offi- 
cers with that terrible incident. Hence 
the acquittal of Lieut.-Colonel KUSUNOSE, 
Major MAYABARA, and the other officers 
seems to have been inevitable. It will be 
remarked, however, that the evidence of 
Lieut.-Colonel KUSUNOSE has an evil bear- 
ing upon Viscount MiuRA’Ss case. Six days 
before the coup d'état, that officer was 
informed by the Japanese Representative 
that the TA! WON-KUN’S schemes were 
formed, that he, Viscount Miura, had been 
secretly requested to render assistance, 
and that he had consented, believing the 
Prince-Parent’s resumption of administra- 
tive power to be essential to the progress 
of Korean reform and to the re-establish- 
ment of Japanese prestige. Moreover, 
the evidence of Major MAYABARA goes to 
show that Viscount MiuRA understood the 
dethronement of the QUEEN to be among 


In fact, the Major was dis- 
tinctly told by Viscount Miura that such 
a step was on the /afis, and in furtherance 
of it was instructed to post his troops so 
as to prevent all Koreans, whether male 
or female, from entering or leaving the 
Palace during the night of the 8th of 
October. Thus Viscount MIURA’S con- 
nection with the affair is clearly establish- 
ed, and inasmuch as, in connecting him- 
self with it and employing Japanese 
military forces for its furtherance, he 
acted in direct contravention of his in- 
structions, his diplomatic disgrace is 


assured. Whether he can be charged 
with the ‘much graververy crime of 
treason, remains to be shown. It 


will be difficult, too, we imagine, to 
convict him of conniving, directly or 
indirectly, at the murder of the QUEEN. 
So far as our information goes at present, 
that brutal act was perpetrated by a 
Korean, disguised in foreign garments, 
who has been decapited for the crime. 
The supposition that Japanese Soshi were 
the guilty parties thus becomes untenable. 
But it may be argued with some justice 
that, small as was Viscount MIURA’S prac- 
tical experience of Korean politics, he 
ought to have understood the unvarying 
tendency of the TA! WON-KUN to rely on 
the most direct and simple methods of 
attaining his purposes, and ought, there- 
fore, to have anticipated that the so-called 
“dethroning ” of the QUEEN might sug- 
gest itself to the savage old Prince in the 
light of something very different from a 
regular official process. That, however, 
is too vague an issue to be dealt with by a 
Court of Law. At present there seems to 
be little probability that Viscount MIURA 
will be convicted of having been, in any 
degree, accessory to the QUEEN’S death, 
though other, and very serious charges 
will evidently be established against him. 


VISCOUNT MIURA’S ACQUITTAL. 
ga te 

JIEUT.-GENERAL VISCOUNT MI- 

URA, formerly Japanese Repre- 
sentative at the Court of Korea, has 
been acquitted of the charge preferred 
against him by the Public Procurator 
at Hiroshima. It appears that the case 
was not carried farther than the pre- 
liminary inquiry, which means that the 
evidence produced was not sufficient to 
justify the public arraignment of the pri- 
soner before a court of law. We are con- 
sequently unable to speak accurately 
either of the charge or of the testimony, 
for the proceedings in preliminary investi- 
gations are not published. From the 
first it seemed more than doubtful that 
Viscount MIURA could be found guilty 
of a criminal offence. He had unques- 
tionably defied the instructions given to 
him by his Government, and by em- 
ploying the military force at his disposal 


Google 


to promote an unlawful coup a’étdt, 
had caused serious diplomatic complica- 
tions and brought his country into dis- 
repute. But such acts are not criminal, 
nor can an ordinary law court take cogni- 
sance of them. Their punishment rests 
with the Administration. Hence Viscount 
MiuRa’s instant recall and his summary 
dismissal from office seemed to represent 
the limits of the penalty to which he was 
properly liable. The Japanese Govern- 
ment, however, thought differently. In their 
eyes it appeared absolutely necessary that 
all available judicial processes should be 
employed to establish either the existence 
or absence of a legal connection between 
Viscount M1uRA’S conduct and the shock- 
ing incident that lent such a sinister cha- 
racter to the coup a’étdt assisted by him. 
Acting on that belief, criminal proceedings 
were instituted against him by the Public 
Procurator. An impression prevailed at 
one time that the accusation might extend 
even to treason, since, in flagrant abuse 
of the powers delegated to him, he had 
employed the country’s forces in a man- 
ner calculated to endanger public peace 
and good order. But that form of charge 
was evidently deemed unwarrantable, 
and in the end, as we understand, the 
Hiroshima law court was invited to con- 
sider only whether the aid lent by the 
Minister to the coup d’étdt did not consti- 
tute him an accessory tothe murder of the 
QUEEN. To establish that, evidence must 
have been forthcoming that HER MAJEsTy’s 
death either had formed part of the original 
programme, as submitted to Viscount 
MiuRA, or should have been anticipated 
asa result of the methods employed in 
carrying out that programme. It is easy 
to see that such evidence could scarcely be 
procurable. In point of fact, even in the 
heat of excitement caused by the first 
receipt of the extraordinary news from 
Séul, no one acquainted with Viscount 
MiuRA’s character believed for an instant 
that he had been privy, in any sense, 
to the murder of the QUEEN, and even 
those unacquainted with him saw clearly 
that he could never have deliberately con- 
sented to associate a barbarous and hein- 
ous act with a coup d’é#ét undertaken 
nominally in the cause of civilized pro- 
gress. Thus his acquittal seems entirely 
consonant with the dictates of justice. Care 
should be taken, however, to distinguish 
between a criminal tribunal's pronounce- 
ment and Administrative condonation. 
Viscount MiuRA cannot be shown to have 
committed a crime punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, but it certainly has been 
shown that he was privy to the coup d'état 
of October 8th, and that he assisted it as 
effectively as possible. Count INOUYE’S 
policy was to convert the QUEEN’S influ- 
ence into a factor of progress. Viscount 
MIURA was instructed to pursue that policy. 
But, after brief observation of Korean 
affairs, he concluded that the QUEEN must 
be deposed and the TA! WON-KUN restor- 
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every nation is entitled to the recognition 
of international law. But is the enforce- 
ment of the MONROE Doctrine within the 
valid rights of the United States? That 
is precisely what must be determined, and 
that is precisely what President CLEVE- 
LAND does not attempt to determine. 
The MONROE Doctrine, as explicitly de- 
fined by. him, is, that no European Power 
can be permitted arbitrarily to extend its 
system of Government to any portion of 
the American Continent: the United 
States interdicts any such extension, and 
President CLEVELAND affirms that the 
interdict must be accorded the sanction 
of international law. Why? Whence 
did the United States derive com- 
petence to impose its will upon the 
whole vast continent known as the New 
World? Great Britain has huge posses- 


ed to power. Without consulting the 
Government in Tokyo—doubtless because 
he knew well that any expression of such 
views would evoke a peremptary veto—he 
proceeded to carry out his own policy, and, 
what is more, he contrived that no explicit 
information of the occurrences of October 
8th should reach Tokyo officially for seve- 
ral days. More contumacious disregard 
of instructions it would be difficult to con- 
ceive, yet, as we have already stated more 
than once, thereis no difficulty in conceiving 
that Viscount MIURA’Sactions were prompt- 
ed throughout bya genuine desire tofurther 
the cause of progress. He had many evi- 
dences before him that the QUEEN’S re- 
covery of power meant simply a rapid 
relapse into all the old abuses, and he 
may easily have been persuaded that 
her overthrow was essential to the in- 
terests of civilization as well as of Korean 
tudependence. Some writers seen unable 
to view the affair in any light save that of 
the QUEEN’S brutal murder, as though the 
whole programme centered upon that one 
incident, or accident. But if the murder 
be ruled out of the account, there re- 
mains nothing of a shocking character ; 
nothing for which history can not furnish 
innumerable parallels. In the same way, 
we now find writers so superficial that 
they seek to pervert the abortive judicial 
proceedings at Hiroshima into proof 
that Viscount MIuRA had the authority 
of the Tokyo Cabinet for his acts in 
Séul; thus committing themselves to 
the strange theory that because a law 
court can discover no evidence to convict 
a man of committing a certain crime, he 
must therefore have been instructed by 
his Government to commit that crime. 
The simple fact is that the attempt to 
prove Viscount MiuRA a criminal has 
failed, and he remains nothing more than 
a very reckless diplomatic blunderer. 
Deprivation of office and permanent retire- 
ment from public life are the only penal- 
ties that can be inflicted for such an 
offence, and their infliction definitely dis- 
sociates the Japanese Government from 
all participation in the acts of its agent. 


fore the United States Republic came into 
existence. Why should not she too be 
entitled to prescribe what shall happen 
nent? Suppose that she were to claim a 
right to interfere between the United 
States and Mexico with regard to a ques- 
tion of rectification of those two Powers’ 


ment concede to such interference the 


interfere in controlling it. 


interests, and the contingency in question, 


SCHOMBURGH’S line of posts and marks, 


limit. The instances of international in- 
terference cited by our correspondent as 





THE MONROE DOCTRINE. 
nee ee 
E agree with our correspondent 
“S.D.” that, so far as the fate of 
the MONROE Doctrine is concerned, little 
can be gained by discussing its justice 
or injustice in the English local press of 
Japan. But the question of the Venezue- 
lan frontier having threatened to disturb 
the relations between the United States 
' and Great Britain, keen interest attaches 
to the principle on which the former 
Power bases its title to interfere between 
England and Venezuela. We shall, there- 
fore, briefly answer the arguments of our 
correspondent. 


will suffice to deal with the first, namely, 
the disposition recently shown by the 
British people to intervene even by force 
force of arms, between Russia and China 
when the latter Power was supposed tohave 
ceded Port Arthur to the former. Russia 
planted at Port Arthur would command 
the principal trade routes between Great 
Britain and China; would be: virtually 
mistress of Manchuria; would possess a 
magnificent base of operations against the 
Chinese capital, and would ‘compel Eng- 
land to make large and costly additions to 
her Pacific Squadron. Russia is England’s 
rival in the East. Russia’s dominance in 
any region means the exclusion of British 
commerce. Yet our correspondent ima- 
gines that the addition of a paltry strip of 
Batima and Amacuro to British Guiana 


There is no disposition on either side to 
question the fact that every valid right of 
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sions there ; possessions acquired long be- 


and what shall not happen on the conti- 


frontiers, would the Washington Govern- 


sanction of international law? The fun- 
damental principle of all these problems, 
as we conceive, is that wherever a Power’s 
security or legitimate interests are affected 
by any contingency, ithas a right to con- 
cern itself about that contingency, and to 
But the rela- 
tion between its security, or legitimate 


must be capable of intelligent demon- 
stration, and never yet has any writer 
seriously applied himself to the task 
of proving that the interests or security 
of the United States could be aftect- 
ed, however remotely, by the exten- 
sion of the frontier of British Guiana to 


instead of making the Essequibo River its 


parallels seem curiously inapplicable. It 


would have for the United States signi- 


ficance comparable with the significance 
that Russia’s acquisition of the 
gent’s Sword Peninsula would have for 
Great 
as to point out how the United States’ 
trade would be menaced, how its re- 
sponsibilities would be increased, how 
its security would be impaired by the 


Re- 


Britain! Will he be so good 


presence of British settlers instead of 


Venezuelan Spaniards between the Orin- 


oco and Pomaron rivers. We have most 
distinctly declared our belief that the 
United States is warranted in opposing 
the establishment of a great military 
Power within the confines of the Ame- 
rican continent. But we are unable to 
perceive that a boundary dispute between 
British Guiana and Venezuela can, by any 
stretch of imagination, be elevated to the 
rank of such a contingency. 

We shall not pause here to examine our 
correspondent’s assertion that ‘any in- 
tervention by a Great Power between 
another Great Power and a weak one is 
a form of the MONROE Doctrine.” In a 
future still beyond the range of human 
conception, the world may be so strongly 
swayed by sentiment as to obey such a 
principle in practice. But in the matter 
of this Venezuelan question, nothing has 
been more emphatically denied than the 
United States’ guardianship of the various 
little republics lying beyond its southern 
frontier. President CLEVELAND has not 
invited the ridicule of the nations by in- 
terpreting the MONROE Doctrine as a 
law entitling any big Power to thrust it- 
self into a dispute between two other 
Powers merely because they present a 
disparity of size. 

One very singular feature of President 
CLEVELAND'S Message was the import- 
ance he attached to the extension of a 
foreign ‘“‘system of Government” on the 
American continent. We referred to that 
point, not, as our correspondent er- 
roneously supposes, for the purpose of 
‘pulling to pieces the logical consist- 
ency of the PRESIDENT’S explication of the 
MONROE Doctrine,” but simply because 
the contention seemed so curious and in- 
teresting. Our correspondent takes us 
strongly to task. He denies that there | 
was question of a “system” of Govern- 
ment in the sense of a “ kind” of Govern- 
ment, and declares that the PRESIDENT 
meant ‘any Government.” Now if the 
PRESIDENT meant “any Government,” he 
must have meant, can only have meant— 
as our correspondent also obviously 
means—that the MONROE Doctrine forbids 
the extension of any foreign authority in 
South America. In other words, the PRE- 
SIDENT alluded to the extension of any 
foreign Power’s territory, for without 
extension of territory there can be no 
extension of governing authority. If that 
was the PRESIDENT’S sole meaning, never 
did statesman express himself more in- 
accurately. Here are his words :«'! If 
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any European Power, by au extension of 
its boundaries, takes possession of the 
territory of one of our neighbouring re- 
publics, * * * it is difficult to see why, to 
that extent, such European Power does 
not thereby attempt to extend its system 
of government to that portion of this 
continent which is thus taken. 
The enforcement of the MONROE Doc- 
trine * * ® is essential to the integrity 
of our free institutions and the tranquil 
maintenance of our distinctive form of 
Government.” How, by any possibility, 
can such language be interpreted except 
as referring to the extension of a parti- 
cular “kind” of Government ? Our cor- 
respondent asks whether an extension of 
French territory in South America would 
not be objectionable to the United States 
inasmuch as France is a republic; and by 
means of that illustration seeks to show 
that we have misread President CLEVE- 
LAND. Precisely the same illustration 
occurred to ourselves as demonstrating 
the ill-judged nature of President CLEVE- 
LAND’S language. Wecan only suppose 
that, in default of sound argument,:he 
took refuge in impressive verbiage, an 
alternative very apt to commit a man to 
curious doctrines. 


But what chiefly disturbs ‘“‘G. D.” is 
our criticism of President CLEVELAND’S 
admission that if Venezuela consented to 
British demands the United States would 
have no right to protest. On the one 
hand, we have an emphatic declaration 
by President CLEVELAND that any exten- 
sion of a European Power’s boundaries on 
the American continent would be “ dan- 
gerous to the peace and safety” of the 
United States, and that to prevent such 
extension is ‘' essential to the integrity of 
the free institutions and to the tranquil 
maintenance of the distinctive form of 
Government” of the United States; on 
the other, we have an admission that the 
United States has no right to oppose such 
extension unless its opposition be en- 
dorsed by a petty little republic like Vene- 
zuela. Thus, according to President 
CLEVELAND, Great Britain, so long as she 
employs peaceful methods and obtains 
the consent of the States concerned, may 
extend her dominions from Herschell 
Island to the Rio Grande, yet the 
Washington Government must look on 
with folded arms? Was there ever such 
a fatuous, jelly-fish policy? If any one 
of the PRESIDENT’S reasons for en- 
forcing the MONROE Doctrine be valid, 
then assuredly its enforcement ought 
not to: depend upon the caprice or 
convenience of a little South Ameti- 
can republic. That is not the way 
adopted by gteat Powers to ensure the 
integrity of their dominions, to protect 
the property of their subjects or citizens, 
and to secure the peaceful prosecution of 
their commerce and industry. It would 
matter nothing to England whether China 
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anything of the kind. 


her titles. 


between Great Britain and Venezuela. 
our 
the real issue. 
that since 
exists, President 
ence to 
doubtedly that would be true if that were 
all. 
CLEVELAND said was :—‘ Considering the 
disparity in strength of Great Britain and 
Venezuela, the territorial dispute between 





consented or did not consent to Russia’s 
absorption of Manchuria and her com- 
mand of the Gulf of Pechili. England 
could not suffer such events, and would 
not for one instant agree to leave their 
arbitrament in China’s hands. ‘G. D.” 
calls this “‘hair-splitting ” and ‘‘ avoiding 
essentials.” Soitis indeed! Never were 
essentials so recklessly sacrificed to senti- 
ment as by President CLEVELAND in his 
last Message to Congress. Our correspon- 
dent is much perturbed about it. Sohe 
may well be. But that is no excuse for 
his most unwarranted assumption that we 
“sneered” at the idea of ‘‘attitude on 
the part of a South American Republic 
vis-a-vis England.” We did nothing of 
the kind. We never dreamed of doing 
All our correspon- 
dent’s pretty vapouring about the rights 
and titles of small States is superfluous: 
asermon without a text. Venezuela has 
as much right to attitudinize as England 
has. She has as much title to what be- 
longs to her as England has. We are all 
for respecting her rights and admitting 
But what about England’s 
rights? What about England’s titles? Is 


the United States to take Eneland by the 


throat simply because Venezuela declares 
England to be in the wrong? A delight- 


ful doctrine truly ! 


Finally, as to the disparity of strength 


correspondent completely evades 
He endeavours to show 
such disparity manifestly, 
CLEVELAND’S refer- 
it involves no insult. Un- 


But it is not all. What President 


them can. be reasonably settled only by 
friendly and impartial arbitration.” What 


does that mean? Does it not mean, in so 


many words, that England’s superior 
strength would lead her to ignore 


Venezuela’s rights, and to enforce her 
own claims without due regard for justice ? 


Can it mean anything else? We do not. 
see that it can. Neither can we for a 
moment admit that President CLEVELAND 
‘‘ysed as friendly language as he could in 
his Message.” That was certainly not the 
impression conveyed to the world by the 
Message. It certainly was not the friend- 
liness of his language that caused a panic 
on the New York Stock Exchange, and 
produced a depreciation of securities 
aggregating a thousand million dollars. It 
certainly was not the friendliness of his 
language that induced ‘American journals 
to depict him denouncing England with 
uplifled arm, or threatening with a shot- 
gun to tumble the coon SALISBURY froma 
tree. Our correspondent asks a little too 
much. We no more believe in a war be- 
tween the United States and Great Britain 








than we believe in the decadence of the 
Anglo-Saxon race, but we do believe that 
President CLEVELAND’S Venezuelan Mes- 
sage to Congress was one of the most ill- 
judged and illogical State papers ever 
penned, and that it will go down as such 
in the pages of history. 


THE MEIKONG DISPUTE. 


OTHING could be more erroneous 
than to conclude that because Great 
Britain has consented to France’s occupa- 
tion of the disputed territory in the Mei- 
kong valley, she has.made a more or less 
inevitable concession, owing to the difficul- 
ties confronting her in various quarters. 
In point of fact, it was not with France 
but with China that England had to settle 
this question ultimately. China was re- 
sponsible for the preservation of the neu- 
tral zone upon which France is accused of 
encroaching, and though Great Britain 
was a party to the delimitation of the 
zone, the duty of maintaining it rested 
with China. England alone might, of 
course, have. shouldered the business of 
asserting the original arrangement; 
might, in other words, have stepped into 
the lists in China’s stead and assumed the 
whole onus of the dispute. But that 
would have been a most unstatesmanlike 





and most imprudent method of. prace- 
dute: it would have let China slip quietly 


out of a difficulty that she was primarily 
blameable for suffering to arise. It would, 
moreover, have amounted to a practical 
assertion of the mischievous principle 
that if a Power is too weak, or too 
perfunctory, to observe its conventional 
obligations towards other States, the 
resulting dilemma must be solved 
among those States themselves, with- 
out reference to the defaulting Power. 
Passing, again, from the theoretical to the 
practical side of the question, it is to be 
noted that the disputed territory in the 
Meikong valley possesses very small value 
for England. Its occupation by France 
places the latter in a_ slightly improved 
position toward the south-western pro- 
vinces of China, but does not in any sen- 
sible degree affect the prospects of the 
Power that takes the initiative in opening 
railway communication with those pro- 
vinces. On the other hand, it may be 
assumed with tolerable certainty that 
Great Britain has not withdrawn her ob- 
jections, so far as concerns France, with- 
out receiving some equivalent from the 
latter, whether in the shape of an adjust- 
ment of disputes elsewhere or of a restor- 
ed enxtente. Equally certain is it that 
China has had to contribute to the settle- 
ment. The general belief is that she 
has at length been induced to throw open 
the West River to foreign trade, a con- 
cession incomparably more valuable to 
Great Britain than the strict preservation 
of the Meikong zone could possibly have 
been. Japanese interpreters of current 
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events will be betrayed into serious errors 
if they accept the superficial views of local 
English critics who think nothing of dis- 
honoring their country and lowering her 
prestige if only the process seems to 
afford an opportunity for displaying their 
own astuteness. It is most essential to 
avoid the mistake of confining our survey 
of an international settlement within the 
limits of the incident directly concerned. 
The whole field affected must be surveyed, 
especially in the case of Powers like 
France and Great Britain, that have so 
many points of contact and of actual or 
potential friction. Until the whole story 
of the recent negotiations between Great 
Britain, France, and China is published, 
no intelligent judgment can be formed. 
But we may be quite sure that England 
has not made a barren concession, and 
that if she yields a point in the Valley 
of the Meikong, she obtains an equivalent 
elsewhere. 








IMPERIAL DIET. 
——_—_———_____- 
FRIDAY, JANUARY I7TH. 
HOUSEB OF PBERS. 
The House did not sit. 
HOUSE OF RBPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 2.10 p.m., the Order of 

the Day being— 

1.—First Reading of 4 Government Bill relating to the Press Law: 

a.<-First Reading of a Bill introduced by Mr. Tada Sakubei and 
six others relating to the Amendment of the Organization 
of the Governments of Rural Districts. 

g:—First Reading of a Bill introduced by Mr. Tada Sakubei 
and six others relating to the Amendment of the Lew of 
Organisation of City and Prefectural Governments. 

4-—Representation introduced by Mr. Suzuki Shigetoo and 
three others relating to Aid for Collecting Materials for 
Modern Japanese History. 


After the usual announcements by the Pre- 
sident, 

The first Bill on the Order was submitted. 
The principal improvements proposed in the 
Press Law are, first, the right of becoming pub- 
lisher, editor, or printer of a journal is to be ex- 
tended to women in the case of periodicals de- 
voted to science, art, statistics, Government 
announcements, or market reports, whereas, 
under the existing Regulations, women are not 
allowed either to publish, print, or edit journals 
of any kind whatever. Secondly, whereas, under 
the existing Regulations, official documents of 
every kind must not be published in journals 
unless by the special permission of the respec- 
tive authorities, this restriction is limited in the 
new Law to documents that relate to diplomatic 
and military affairs. Thirdly, in punitive pro- 
visions, reductions in the amount of fines and 
periods of imprisonment are noticeable in several 
cases, For example, the maximum limit of fine 
for violation of Articles I., II., III., V., etc., at 
present 100 yen, is reduced to So yen. The maxi- 
mum length of imprisonment in case of non- 
observance of the War or Naval Minister’s 
special injunctions against the publication of 
matters relating to movements of troops or war- 
ships or to strategic secrets, at present 2 years, 
is to be reduced to 1 year. Fourthly, the most 
important amendment relates to the subject of 
suspension. Under the existing system, the 
Minister of State is empowered to order the 
suspension of any newspaper or magazine for 
any length of time and without specifying the 
particular matter or matters for which the step 
is taken. According to the new Law, suspen- 
sions are not to exceed a week in the case of 
daily publications, or a period covering three 
issues in the case of magazines ; and the offend- 
ing matter or matter must be specified. 

Baron Suyematsu Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, briefly explained the Bill. He was happy 
to present to the House a Bill embodying several 
important improvements upon the existing 
Newspaper Regulations; improvements de- 
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manded in view of general progress in the jour- 


nalistic field. 


Mr. Koizuka Ryu (Progressionist) wished to 
put a question to Baron Suyematsu about a 
declaration that the latter had made at the 
sitting on the 10th instant, when a private Bill 
on the same subject was before the House. In 
reply to acertain member, the Baron had assured 
the House that the new Press Law about to be 
introduced by the Government was distinctly 
liberal. It might be more liberal than the ex- 
isting law, but the improvements contemplated, 
especially in regard to the question of suspen- 
sion, had been in principle openly conceded by 
Baron Suyematsu himself in his conversation 
with some members of the Committee charged 
with a Bill in the same question during a preced- 
ing session of the Diet. When the Baron had 
stated, on the roth inst., that the new Law would 
be distinctly liberal, Mr. Koizuka had under- 
stood that still further concessions were to be 
made by the Government. He would therefore 
ask the Baron to explain in what respect the new 
Law was more liberal than the Government had 
been willing to make it a few years ago. 


Baron Suyematsu emphatically denied the 
allegation that, in a former session, he had made 
any declaration that the Government would 
consent to improvements such as were conteimn- 
plated by the Bill now before the House. 


After a few were questions by the House, 

The Bill was entrusted to the Committee 
already charged with a private Bill on the same 
subject. 


The next Bill on the Order, a private Bill 
relating to the Amendment of the Organization 
of the District Government system, was then 
taken. The general feature of the amendments 
proposed to extend the elective principle to 
officials of District Governments. 


Mr. Tada Sakubei (Liberal), introducer of 
the Bill, speaking from his seat, stated that it 
was not necessary (o offer any explanation about 
the measure, as it had been passed by the 
House in essentially the same form last session. 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 18, nominated by the President. It 
was also decided that the Committee be charged 
with another private Bill on the same subject. 


The next measure related to the Amendment 
of the Organization of City and Prefectural Go- 
vernments. The changes contemplated are 
numerous, but the principal object is to invest 
Local Governments with a greater degree of 
autonomic power than they now possess. 


This Bill, together with another. private one, 
was entrusted to the Committee that had been 
placed in charge of the preceding Bill. 


The last measure on the Order was a Repre- 
sentation to the Government on the subject of 
aid for Collecting Materials for the compilation 
of Modern Japanese History. It will be remem. 
bered that a Historical Association is maintained 
by the principal noblemen for the collection 
of materials relating to a period of about 40 
years preceding 1871. A Representation was 
passed in the eighth session, requesting the Go- 
vernment to include in the Budget for the 28th 
fiscal year a sum of 30,000 yen as aid to the 
above mentioned Association, to be continued 
for seven years. But, according to the present 
Representation, the Government did not include 
such a sum either in the Budget for the 28th 
fiscal year or in that for the 29th. The Govern- 
ment is now requested to submit to the Diet the 
required expenditure in the form of a Supple- 
mentary Budget. 


Mr. Komuro Shigehiro (Liberal), introducing 
the Representation, briefly explained the rea- 
sons why the aid was necessary. He said that 
the Historical Association was spending from 
60,000 to 100,000 yen annually, and that the 
great importance of the work undertaken by the 
Association both demanded and justified a grant 
of State aid. 


The Representation was passed by a large 
majority. 
The House rose at 2.05 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY I8TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 

The House met at 10.46 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being :— 


z.—Measure relating to the time for exeminine a Supplementary 
Budget providing an appropriation for the building of the 
Osaka Law Courts soe destroyed by fire. 

g—Second Reading of the Government Bill tor abbreviating the 
the period of practical training for Judicial Probationers. 


Mr. Kato Hiroyuki presented a question re- 
lating to the appointment of an Educational 
Council. He said that, in the eighth session 
of the Diet, the House had passed a Represen- 
tation urging the importance of forming sucha 
Council, but the Government did not seem to 
have acted upon the advice. He understood 
that the Lower House had now presented a 
similar Representation, and he desi:ed to know 
what intention the Government entertained on 
the subject, especially in view of the facts that 
a very difficult factor had now been added to 
the educational problem, namely, the manner 
of dealing with education in Korea, and that a 
measure had been passed advising the appro- 
priation of a tenth of the Chinese indemnity to 
educational purposes, the disposal of which 
large sum would demand careful consultation 
and consideration. They had already a Rail- 
way Council, an Engineering Council, a Sani- 
tary Council, and so forth, but no such body 
had been organized in the cause of education, 
one of the most important topics with which 
the country had to deal. Moreover, three years 
ago the Department of Education itself had 
appreciated the importance of an educational 
Council and had applied to the Cabinet in that 
sense, and the Cabinet, he understood, had been 
in favour of the idea. Thus by both the Go- 
vernment and the Diet the project was approved, 
yet no step had apparently been taken to carry 
it out. 

Prince Konoye moved, with respect to the 
first measure on the Order, that the Budget 
Committee should at once retire and discuss 
the Supplementary Badget—relating to the tem- 
porary rebuilding of the Court Houses at Osaka 
—with the intention of reporting to the House 
in the afternoon at latest. 

The House adopted the motion unanimously. 

Prince Tokugawa, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
abbreviating the period of practical training in 
the case of Judicial Probationers. The Com- 
mittee, with the exception of one member, had 
decided that the proposed measure was ab- 
solutely necessary for the purpose of filling up 
the vacancies among the Jadges and Public 
Procurators. 

The House voted the Second Reading unani- 
mously and agreed to pass to the Third Read- 
ing at once, which also was voted without 
discussion. 

A recess was taken, and on re-assembling, 
the House received the report of the Budget 
Committee on the Supplementary Budget, pro- 
viding a sum of six thousand yen for tempo- 
rarily re-building the Osaka Law Courts recently 
destroyed by fire. Prince Konoye, President 
of the Committee, said that the Committee were 
unanimously in favour of the Budget. 

The Budget was passed without discussion. 

The House rose at 11.38 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House did not assemble, the greater 
part of the members being engaged in Com- 
mittee work. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 20TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 
The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to Public-peice 
Police (Chian-Keisatsu Ho-an), 

a.—Report of the Special Committee on the Representation for 
applying a part of the China Indemnity to purposes of 
Primary Education. 


Prince Konoye presented a Question relating 
to railways in Hokkaido. He dwelt on the im- 
portance of the northern island to the empire in 
view of the approaching completion of the 
Siberian line, and pointed out that, while the 
area of Hokkaido was over 6,900 square #4, its 
population did not yet exceed one million. 
Before the war with China, the Government had 
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planned an extensive programme of railway con- 
struction in the island. Naturally the consamma- 
tion of that project had been interrupted by the 
war. But peace had now been restored, yet, al- 
though the importance of Hokkaido had become 
more manifest than ever, the Budget for the next 
fiscal year included only a small appropriation 
on account of a few miles of lines, and it was 
understood that the matter was to be abandon. 
ed to private enterprise. He desired some in- 
formation as to the Government's intentions. 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs in- 
troduced the first Bill on the Order, explaining 
that it was intended to take the place of the 
Peace Preservation Regulations and the Law 
ot Admonition (Yokas-ret). 

After a few questions had been asked and 
answered, the Bill was entrusted to a Special 
Committee of 9 nominated by the President. 
The following is the text of the measure :— 


DRAFT LAW OF PUBLIC-PEACE POLICE. ° 

A:ticle I.—Secret associations of every descrip- 
tion are forbidden. Any person infringing this 
provision shall be liable to minor imprisonment of 
not less than 11 days and not more than t year, 
or to a fine of wot less than 10 yen and not more 
than 100 yen. . 

Article I].— Whenever it may be deemed neces- 
sary for the preservation of publicepeace and good 
order, the Minister of State for Home Affairs shall 
have power under the sanction of the Emperor, to 
issued an Order putting into operation, within 
ce:tain limits.as to locality and time, and in ace 
cordance with procedure determined by him, the 
whole or part of the provisions specified as fol- 
lows :— 

1. Prohibition of holding any public meeting, 
whatever, indoors or out of doors, unless with 
the permission of police authorities. 

2. Prohibition of issuing newspapers and other 
publications without previously submitting 
them for the inspection of the police au- 
thorities. 

3. Inspection of incoming and outgoing travel- 
lers and establishment of a passport system. 

Any person violating the above Order shall be 
liable to minor imprisonment of not Jess than 
11 days and not more than 1 year, or to a fine 
of not less than 5 yen and not more than 100 


en. 

Article IIf.—With regard to tramps, vaga- 
bonds, and all persons having no fixed livelihood, 
habitually given to acts of violence or the use of 
threatening language, the presiding functionary 
of a Local Government (in Tokyo Fu, the Metro- 
politan Police Inspector General) shall have 
power to issue an Order imposing restrictions 
upon theic places of abode or forewarning them 
against the commission or instigation of all or any 
of the actions specified below :— 

1. Extortion of money or articles, under any 

pretext, whatever. 

2. Interference with the public or private busi- 
ness of other persons; intimidating or insult- 
ing other persons by action, language, or 
artifice; or interfering with the freedom of 
another in any manner whatever. 

3. Interference with the public meetings of 
other persons. ‘ 

The order mentioned in the present article shall 
have effect during a year. But in the case 
of persons whose repentance or reform is 
manifest, the presiding functionary of a Local 
Government (in Tokyo Fu, the Metropolitan 
Police Inspector General) may at any lime re- 
voke such Order. 

Infringement of any of the provisions of the 
Order mentioned above shall be punished 
with major imprisonment of not less than II 
days and not more than 4 months, or witha 
fine of not less than 2 yes and not more than 
30 yen. 

Article IV.—Any person disturbing the public 
tranquillity, or inflicting, or attempting to inflict, 
injury upon the life, property, or reputation of 
another person or persons, by using violent lan- 
guage, or by exposing, or distributing, or reciting 
documents, pictures, or poems, in the streets orin 
auy other place of public concourse, shall be liable 
to major imprisonment of not less than 11 days 
and not more than 3 months, or toa fine of not 
less than 2 yen and not more than 30 yen. 

Article V.—For the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of a Police Ordinance, the Admiuistra- 
tive Offices may, in accordance with such Ordi- 
nance, take the following measures :— 

1. They shall have competence to order the 
taking of specified steps by specified persons, 
under penalty of a fine of not more than 20 yen. 

2. They shall ihave competence to cause such 
steps to be taken by the responsible autho- 


rities at the charges of the above-mentioned 
specified persons, in the event of the latter’s 
failure to obey the order. 

Failure to pay the fine or defray the charges 
mentioned above shall be dealt with inac- 
cordance with the law telating to non-pay- 
ment of national taxes. 

Acticle VI.—To persons violating any provision 
of the present Law, the provisions in the Criminal 
Code relating to mitigation of penalties on ace 
count of voluntary surrender, aggravation of 
penalties on account of repetition, and concursence 
of several infractions by the same person; shall 
not be applicable. 

To persons punished under a Police Ordinance, 
the provisions of Article 33 of the Criminal Code, 
and the provisions in the same Code relating to 
mitigation of penalties on account of voluntary 
surrender, aggravation of penalties on account of 
repilition, and concurrence of several infractions 
by the same person, shall not be applicable. 

Article VIIL—The Peace Preservation Regula- 
lations, promulgated by Imperial Ordinance No. 
67 of the 2oth year of Meiji (1887), and the Pre- 
monition Regulations, promulgated by Imperial 
Ordinance No. 11 of the 25th year of Metfs (1892), 
shall be abolished from the day on which the pre- 
sent Law goes into operation. 

Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Committee 
appointed to report on the Representation for 
appropriating a part of the Chinese Indemnity 
in aid of primary education, said that, with the 
exception of Professor Kikuchi Dairoku, the 
Committee approved the Representation. Pro- 
fessor Kikuchi himself did not condemn it in 
principle, but considered, in the first place, that 
the management of the money would entail 
many difficulties ; and in the second, that a sum 
so small would accomplish little if divided up 
among 80 many schools. Moreover, he advo- 
cated the appropriation of 100,000 ye to endow 
the Imperial University. All the other members 
of the Committee endorsed the Representation. 

Baron Watanabe, while not opposing the 
spirit of the measure, could not vote for it in its 
present form. If the State were asked to apply 
a part of the Indemnity to educational purposes, 
thought should be taken above all for the 
children of men killed in the war, children 
whose mothers, in many cases, were understood 
to be reduced to the last extremity of distress. 
Moreover, he could not possibly approve the 
idea of handing over lump sums to the primary 
schools without any regulations for controlling 
the use of the money. 


Professor Kikuchi opposed the Representa- 
tion. He did not believe in attempting to force 
parents to send their children to school. Edu- 
cation, and the love of it, must be promoted by 
other means. Farther, he did not think it 
becoming to the dignity of the House of Peers 
to send up such an inchoate Representation. 
Some means should be adopted of showing 
exactly how the House intended the money to be 
employed, instead of throwing it, so to speak, at 
the heads of the Communal School authorities. 

Professor Toyama considered that if a part 
of the Indemnity were to be applied to educa- 
tional purposes, higher education should enjoy 
some of the benefits. He pointed out that mach 
of the success achieved by Japan in the recent 
war must be attributed to the education received 
by her officers, her medical men, her civil 
officials, and so forth. Hence the Middle and 
Upper Schools as well as the University should 
be made participators in the proposed distribu- 
tion. Still, when he remembered the miserable 
salaries paid to teachers in primary schools, 
and the terribly hard, wearing work they were 
required to perform, he could not withhold his 
assent from any measure, however imperfect, 
that was calculated to lighten their lot. 

Mr. Kubota Yuzuru compared the great sums 
spent by State, in Europe for educational pur- 
poses, with the paltry amount devoted by Japan 
to the same purpose. In France the Central 
Government appropriated nearly 39 million yen 
yearly to the lower and middle schools, and 49 
million yes to the upper schools and the uni- 
versitics, In Germany the corresponding 
figures were 23 millions and 29 millions re- 
spectively. Evenin a little country like Switzer- 
land the Treasury gave 20 million yen annually 
by way of educational aid. But in Japan, the 
State did not give a single sen toward the sup- 
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port of the primary and middle schools, and its 
appropriations on account of higher education 
aggregated only 846,000 yen yearly. He 
strongly supported the Representation. 

The House passed the Representation and 
rose at 12.25 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 23. 
HOUSE OF PEERS, 
The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


s.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Exami- 
nation of Ships. 

a.-Firat Reading of a Government Bill relating to Ship’s 
Officers. 

$.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating tothe Punish- 
ment of Ship's Officers. 


Mr. Shirane, Minister of State for Communi- 
cations, introduced the first Bill. The regulations 
at present in operation provided for the exami- 
nation of vessels built after foreign models only, 
and were not applicable to ships in the Japanese 
style. The latter, though generally of stout 
construction, were ill-fitted for sea voyages, and 
ought not to be allowed to undertake them except 
in special cases. Moreover, there had come 
into existance of late years a number of vessels 
half Japanese and half foreign in model, the 
object of the hybrid style being to escape exa- 
mination. It was necessary that the law should 
be extended s0 as to embrace these, and also so 
as to embrace foreign ships chartered by Japa- 
nese, which were at present exempt. ther 
provisions of the existing regulations called for 
amendment, and clauses had to be added giving 
the right of appeal from the decisions of official 
examiners, the regulations now in force being 
without such clauses, and therefore unduly 
harsh to shipowners. Under the proposed law, 
all ships would be subject to examination ex- 
cept these of the Imperial Navy ; sailing vessels 
of less than 15 tons register or 150 Aokw capa- 
city, sailing vessels navigating lakes or tranquil 
inland seas; and vessels moved solely by oars 
on sculls. Provisions were inserted facilitating 
the process of examination as much as possible. 
Certificates would be given by the examiners, 
and various penalties, in the shape of fines from 
10 yen to 300 yen, were laid down. When a 
ship’s master or owner was dissatisfied with the 
verdict of the examiners, he could appeal to 
the Minister of State for Communications fora 
fresh examination, and if still dissatisfied, he 
could go before a court of law. 

Mr. Sato, Government Delegate, said, in 
reply to questions, that the outlay on account 
of examining ships was forty-six thousand yen 
annually, in round numbers, and the number 
of examiners was 12 with 15 assistants. If the 
Bill became law and went into force from 1897 
the State’s outlay would be increased by about 
forty-one thousand yen annually, and the num- 
ber of examiners would be doubled. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 9, nominated by the President. ” 

The next Bill was also introduced by the 
Minister of State for Communications. Its 
purpose, as explained by the Minister, was to 
secure the employment of efficient masters, navi- 
galing officers, and engineers in ships, as well 
astofixamimium limit of personnel. Hitherto 
the exercise of any control in such matters had 
been limited to vessels of foreign model, but it 
was now proposed to include all ships, and to 
make no distinction in the qualifications of their 
officers. Moreover, the new law forbade the 
recognition of certificates of competence granted 
by foreign Governments. In all countries of 
the West the principle observed with regard to 
vessels owned by the subjects or citizens of a 
Power was that their certificates of competence 
must be granted by the officials of that Power ; 
a principle now to be extended to Japan. The 
Government believed that the perils of naviga- 
tion would be lessened by enforcing this new law. 

The Bill was entrusted to the same Com- 
mittee. 

The third Bill was intended to supplement 
the extremely defective regulations now existing 
as to the punishment of ships’ officers guilty of 
offences against the laws specially provided for 
their control. Its provisions related only to 
cases not falling under the category of delicts 
recognised by the Codes. 
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The Bill, having been briefly introduced by 
the Minister of State for Communications, was 
entrusted to the same Committee. 

The House rose at 11.45 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met for Committee purposes only. 


HINA NEWS. 

a Sa 
The Korean correspondent of the leading 
Shanghai journal again distinguishes himself. 
He says that the other day a party of Japanese 
soldiers forced their way into a meeting of the 
Korean Cabinet and threatened all the Ministers 
with death unless they issued an order compel- 
ling the people to cut off their hair. Admira- 
tion is divided between the imbecility of the 
writer that pens these canards and the naizele 

of the journal that publishes them. 


The new German concession at Tientsin was 
formally handed over by the local authorities to 
the German Consul an the 15th of December. 

A sanguinary disturbance occurred in Kiang- 
yin onthe roth of December. Some Cantonese 
_ soldiers offered violence to a woman keeping 
an opium shop. Her screams quickly sum- 
moned a number of civilians, and she rushed 
into the street raising a hue and cry such as 
Chinese women alone can achieve. Very soon 
the soldiers had to fly for their lives, but they 
quickly obtained a reinforcement of several 
hundred comrades, and returning to the scene 
of their discomfiture, were met by a motley 
crowd of citizens. A free fight ensued, ending 
in the death of three mén, two soldiers and one 
civilian, and the wounding of many on both sides. 
The soldiers were eventually driven back, the 
city gates shat, and peremptory demands for re- 
paration made upon the General in command. 
A week-afterwards 2,000 of the soldiers were sent 
away, but they didnot allaccept their punishment 
quietly. A portion of them resisting, had to be 
surrounded, disarmed, and marched on board 
ship under an escort with loaded rifles. 

A good many years have elapsed since the 
celebrated swindler Sadlier escaped the penalty 
of his nefarious practices by feigning to have 
died and by offering proof of his decease in the 
shape of a corpse strongly resembling him that 
was found on Blackheath Common in company 
with a bottle of prussic acid. It appears that 
H.E. Hsich, formerly Chinese Representative 
in London and Paris, who returned to China 
about a year ago, has followed the English 
swindler’s example. His death was duly re- 
ported very shortly after he reached home, the 
fatal disease never having attacked him pre- 
viously, and his health having been perfect a 
few hours before the sad event. The story 
now goes that nobody ever saw the ex-Mini- 
sters corpse, that his funeral arrangements 
worked altogether too smoothly, and that he is 
now in Hangchow dressed as a priest and study- 
ing the Sutras. In short, the Minister did not 
die of heart complaint, but retired from the 
world in consequence of muddled accounts. 

The great Viceroy Chang Chih-tung has 
been ordered by imperial decree to return to his 
fortner post at Wuchang, and Liu Kun-yi, com- 
mander-in-chief of the Chinese forces in Man- 
churia during the war, has been appointed Vice- 
roy of Nanking in Chang’s place. Liu, how- 
ever, has presented a memorial, asking to be 
allowed to retire into private life, so the change 
is not yet effected. 

The sudden freezing of the Peiho riverthis year 
involved the fixture of three steamers in the ice. 
The unfortunate vessels have been matted in for 
the protection of the crews and are frequently 
treated to showers of stones from the Chinese 
peasants, who doubtless regret that they are not 
wrecks to be looted. 

The great Viceroy Li’s successor in Chihli, 
Wang Wen-shao, has been denounced to the 
throné for retaining in important posts several 
of Li’s proségés. 

The people of Chungking and its v#s-a-o/s, 
Kiangpeh, on the other side of the Yangtze, 
remain nominally as resolved as ever not to sell 
a foot of ground to the Japanese when the latter 
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come to establish a settlement according to 
treaty. The local officials seem to anticipate 
trouble, for they have marched in 500 soldiers 


to aid in keeping the peace. Meanwhile, the 


Japanese Commissioners are quietly making 


their way up the river and some anxiety is felt 


as to what will happen when they reach their 


destination. 








NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 


-—_—-_- -- > 
In their Price Current, Messrs. Ker and Co., 





of Manila, on January 2nd, state that there has 


been one arrival from Japan with a cargo of 
coal—the Glenogle. The cargo was sold some 
time before at $7.4 per ton landed. A further 
cargo has been sold to arrive at $7.6 to $7.4 
per ton, and buyers are now filled up. 

The American ship J/py, which went ashore 
some time ago in the neighbourhood of Manila, 
has been surveyed. It is estimated that she has 
sustained damage to the extent of between 
$15,000 and $20,000. 

H.M.S. Narcissus, which rumour had stop- 
ped at Aden, left Colombo for Singapore and 
Hongkong on the 8th inst., remarks the China 
Mailofthe 11th. It is considered possible that 
the Grafton, Caroline and Mercury (the latter 
of which was ordered to leave Hongkong some- 
what hurriedly) may have to go to the Cape in 
consequence of the trouble there and the sub- 
sequent creation of British flying squadrons. 
The Plover leaves for Amoy on Tuesday, the 
14th, on which day the Prgmy comes out of 
dock. The Archer is now expected from Foo- 
chow vid Tamsui, Anping, Amoy, and Swatow. 

The latest reports from Mindanao show that 
there are constant skirmishes between the 
Spanish troops and the Moros in the neighbour- 
hood of Languna de Lando. The troops had 
three native soldiers killed and one European 
corporal severely wounded recently, while the 
Moros left a number of dead on the field. 

The dismasted Lillian Robbins, the Daly 
Press \earns, is still lying at Cape St. James 
awaiting instructions from the underwriters. 
The high cost of repairiug at Saigon may pro- 
bably induce them to send the vessel to Sin- 
gapore for repair. 

The Hongkong Brick and Cement Company 
has been placed in the hands of a liquidator 
to wind-up its affairs. It was stated that the 
Company having run short of funds the Directors 
did not see their way to guarantee any fur- 
ther overdrafts with the Company’s Bankers. 
The Chairman of the widing-up meeting re- 
marked :—‘‘ I may say that your Directors have 
been in communication with the ‘‘ Green Island 
Cement Company,” who are in a position to 
work the business in conjunction with their own 
to better advantage and much moreeconomically 
than we can do, and have agreed with that 
Company to transfer the business and property 
of this Company to them on the following terms, 
viz., for cash at the rate of $6% per share, or for 
shares in the Green Island Cement Company 
in the proportion of 11 Green Island shares for 
25 Hongkong Brick and Cement Company’s 
shares at the option of each shareholder. With 
funds to go on with and careful and economical 
management, and perhaps more attention paid 
to advertising and pushing the sale of our wares, 
the quality of which is good and can be im- 
proved with very little trouble, I see no reason 
whatever why the business should not be worked 
at a fair profit.” 

A Calcutta telegram of the 22nd December 
to the Rangoon Gaselte reads:—A destructive 
fire broke out on board the tank steamer Bu/l- 
mouth lying at Kidderpore docks this afternoon, 
The steamer was laden with jute and almost 
ready for s¢a. The fire is still burning. The 
cause has not been ascertained. Considerable 
damage has been done to cargo by fire and water. 

The Batavia correspondent of the Singapore 
Free Press writes :—Following the heavy rains 
that occurred from November 26th to the 29th, 
in the Banjoemas district, a volcanic eruption of 
the Midangan took place, creating quite a panic 
amongst the population of Singomerto. Large 
quantities of mud and. uprooted trees covered 


some of the low-lying districts, and a number 
of casualties are reported. Some of the rivers 
being checked in their flow by immense quan- 
tities of lava, threatened a flood ; and a number of 
engineers have been ordered to the spot to take 
the necessary steps to prevent such a calamity. 
The volcanic eruption resembled very heavy - 
cannonading, and was heard throughout the 
whole residency. The mountain Midangan was 
never known before as a volcano by the oldest 
inhabitants. It is part of achain of mountains 
called the Dieng, consisting mostly of volcanoes, 
and forming the southern boundary of East 
Pekalongan. The last volcanic eruption in this 
residency occurred in 1825. 

The launch which was towing the cargo-boat 
taking Mr. John Andrew and his cargo of piece 
goods from Canton to Wnchow-fu has been 
seized. The Daily Press has not heard if the 
cargo-boat and goods have been seized also. 
The incident shows that the lekin officials are 
still bent on barring the way to goods going 
inland, unless squeezes ad fnfins/um are paid. 

Captain Ballentyne, of the steamer Flintshire, 
has been tried by the Tribunal Correction- 
nel at Saigon on two charges, first, receiving 
Chinese passengers on board without a licence 
from the Emigration Officer, and, second, for 
aiding and abetting two soldiers to desert. The 
first charge was abandoned. THe second was 
summarily dealt with, the trial occupying 
two and a half hours. Captain Ballentyne was 
ably defended by Mr. Thiolier, a young mem- 
ber of the bar, but was found guilty and sen- 
tenced to three months’ imprisonment. The 
case is to be appealed. The conduct of the 
President of the Court, remarks a Hongkong 
contemporary, is commented upon by those 
who were present at the trial as having been 
unfair to the defendant. The interpretation, it 
is said, was also défective. 


Unfavourable reports have come to hand of 
the rice crops in Western Cochin-China, The 
crops is considered the worst for ten years. 
Chinese merchants with large contracts are said 
to be losing from 33 to 40 cents per picul. 

The stamp revenue of Hongkong last year 
amounted to $229,167, as against $188,240 
collected in 1894, showing an increase of 
$40,927. Of this increase $22,324 is to be 
credited to bank note duty, $10,530 to duty on 
insurance policies, $9,048 to conveyance duty, 
and $5,032 to the duty on transfer of shares. In 
probate duty there was a falling off of $14,150. 

We regret to hear, says the Dasly Press, that 
Dr. Cantlie is compelled for reasons of health 
to go home. We believe it was his intention to 
go home in any case shortly, but the illness from 
which he has recently suffered compels him to 
leave somewhat earlier than he had previously 
contemplated. Dr. Cantlie’s departure will be 
regretted by a wide circle of friends and pati- 
ents, and his assistance will be much missed by 
various public institutions, more especially the 
College of Medicine for Chinese aud the Odd 
Volumes Society. He has during his sojourn 
in the colony taken a keen interest in public 
affairs and has often taken the initiative in them. 


—— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—_—_@——_-__. 

(Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense reaponsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corree 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


EARTHQUAKE MEASUREMENTS. 


To tHe Epitor oF THe “JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,—In the Fapan Mail of Monday last, there 
is an account of Thursday's earthquake, which 
account, owing to your using the metric system, is 
of little value to me. I know that you have said 
that wherever pussible you prefer to use that 
system, but we are not all as progressive, aud pere 
haps not without excuse, since we so seldom have 
occasion touse it. Not one in a hundred in your 
country or mine knows, or cares to know, anything 
about the French system. I have learned it 
several times, but even when it was fresh in my 
mind I found that I could not comprehend it till 
I had translated it into the old familiac scales, 
aud very soon, from using it so seldom, I found 
myself unable to dothat. The Centigrade clinical 
thermometer is now as Convetient to me as the 
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Fahrenheit, but for years I had to carty a scale 
in my pocket, where the (wo were compared, and 
to look at that before I could tell haw much fever 
a patient had. I know it is a confession of stu- 
pidity, but I can not think of going to all that 
trouble in order to become familiar with the French 
tables of weights and measures, and as I presume 
that I am not alone, among your English and 
American readers (the vast majority, I suppose), 
who finds it difficult, would it be too much to 
respectfully cequest you to put in brackets the 
English equivalent whenever you use the French 
systems? 

There ate a few physicians in America who 
like other men, desire to be ahead, and if they can’t 
do it in auything else, they adopt the metric 
system in which to write their prescriptions, I 
have had druggists tell me that such prescriptions 
greatly disconce:ted them, and they had to guess 
at the amounts, mentally cursing the ‘too pre- 
vious” young man. 

If it istrue, as I have recently seen it stated, 
that the French system is not exact, especially the 
estimated arc of the earth’s circumference, then it 
is as arbitrary as our old standard systems. 

Yours my respectfully, S. 

January 17th, 1896. 


THE JAPANESE WINEBERRY. 


‘Yo THE Ep:ToR OF THE “ JAPAN MalL.” 

Sir,—lf “ Inquirer” will cefer to Professor 
Matsumura’s ‘ Shokubusumen, or Nomenclature 
of Japanese Plants,” he will find no less than 
twenty kinds of Rubus (racspherry) enumerated. 
The Rasifolius, Bava Echtgo, being given as dis- 
tinct from the Sorbifolius or Kojtkt Echigo. The 
plant mentioned in the Canadian Horticulturist 
must, if the description be correct, have very much 
improved under cultivation since it left Japan. 

Yours, &c., W. B. W 

January 17th, 1896. 


To THE Epitor oF THE ‘JAPAN MAIL.” 

S1r,—I have just read ‘ Enquirer’s” letter in 
youre issue of the 17th inst. He has evidently 
jumped at the conclusion that I do not know the 
difference between the ordinary wild raspberry of 
Japan, and the so-called “ Wineberry.” If how- 
ever, he will withhold his doubts until next summer, 
and then go where I advised in my former letter, 
he will find not only the common wild raspberry 
he is familiar with, but also the ‘ Wineberry.” 
The description in the California Catalogue is so 
perfect that the veriest novice could not mistake it. 

Trusting that my “attempt”? may after all be 
of service to ‘* Enquirer,” 


I am, Sir, yours truly, 
Kobe, January 20th, 1896. 


E. A. S. 


THE MONROE DOCTRINE. 


To THE Epitor. oF THe “ JAPAN MalL.” 


S1r,~It is doubtful whether there is any profit 
in discussing so complicated a question as Presi- 
dent Cleveland’s Venezuelan policy in an English 
newspaper published in Japan. Argument seldom 
convinces either side, and in this country English 
and Americans are too few and too close to allow 
the question to be discussed impersonally. But 
since your article in yesterday’s Fapan Mail 
makes a strong attack on President Cleveland’s 
Message, I beg tu offer a few words in reply. 

You begin by saying that the Monroe Doctrine 
has no sanction in international Jaw, and you give 
but scant attention to the reason the President 
urges in its behalf, s.e. that every nation is enti- 
tled to all the rights belonging to it. Yet I believe 
that in the form that President Cleveland states 
it, the principle has been recognized by Great 
Britain and every other Great Power since the 
beginning of modern nationality. The whole so- 
called Eastern Question in Europe is but an illu- 
stration of the same principle involved in the 
Monroe Doctrine. Some time ago a rumour 
spread that Russia was securing special ad- 
vantages of ports in China. Upon the mere 
tumour English newspapers discussed the pos- 
sibility of war. It would have been so easy 
to say in this instance that this was an affair 
between Russia and China, and England had no 
business to interfere. Some years ago when there 
was trouble between England and Portugal in 
regard to certain African possessions, England 
sent an ultimatum to Portugal with the remark 
that Portuguese nationality had been saved by 
English interference. Infact any intervention by 
a great Power between another great Power and 
a weak one is (though it may not be discussed by 
international jurists) a form of the doctrine which 
has been specially formulated in the United States 
asthe Monroe Doctrine. English history is full 


of examples of this principle, and in fact, if IT re- 
member correctly, the war with France at the time 
of the Revolution (1793) broke out on the subject 
of a dispute to a boundary between Holland and 
France; between these countries England surely 
could have restrained herself from interfering ex- 
cept for a belief in a kind of Mouroe Doctrine, 

Secondly, in your article you make an attempt 
to pick to pieces the logical consistency of Pre- 
sident Cleveland’s explication of the Doctrine. 
“The extension of a foreign system of Govern- 
ment to any portion of the American continent,” 
he declares to be dangerous. ‘This seems to you 
absurd, though you allow that a strong foreign 
Power getting a foothold on the American conti- 
nent would be a menace tothe United States and 
would justify intecference. Iu this matter it seems 
to me you, and not President Cleveland, create 
the difficulty. The President’s use of the word 
‘system’ does not refer to the kind of govern- 
ment but to any government. France is a Re- 
public, but do you think President Cleveland 
would make a distinction between the agyres- 
sions of Republican France or Monarchical Eng- 
land on the territory of America? It is safe to say 
the President would use the same language 
against France, and he might refer to such at- 
tempt by France as an “attempt to extend her 
system of Government to some portion of the 
American continent.” 

You further express surprise when President 
Cleveland says, “Any adjustment of boundary 
which that country may deem to her advantage 
and may enter into of her own. freewill can not 
of course be objected to by the United States.” 
You declare this to be inconsistent with his pre- 
vious utterances. Readers of the fapan Mail have 
often declared in my heating that that paper had 
a fatal gift of avoiding essentials in a discussion 
and of splitting hairs on details. ‘This seems to 
me an instance of this gift. Every political prin- 
ciple ever enunciated could be frittered to pieces by 
the kind of objection you bring against the Pre- 
sident’s interpretation. The matter is in fact 
extremely simple. While the Govecnment of the 
United States might, dislike to see any extension 
of territory by a European Power with the con- 
sent of an American Power on the American 
continent, and might dislike to see any reversion 
to a monarchical form of Government in any 
country of America, yet such an extension or 
reversion, if carried out with the fee consent of 
the country in Ametica whose interests were 
concerned, would not justify the interference of 
the Government of the United States. In this 
case there could be no application of the Monroe 
Doctrine, as this contemplates only aggressive 
acts, President Cleveland’s version of this point 
is a direct consequence of his previous doctrine, 
‘that every nation is entitled to all the rights be- 
longing to it,” thatis, the absolute sovereignty of 
nations, One principle does not always wholly 
exclude every other, neither does the Monroe 
Doctrine make up the whole of the American 
policy of the United States. 

Further you say, ‘‘On the attitude of a petty 
South American Republic depend the validity and 
significance of this immense Monroe Doctrine.’’ 
No sentence in your entire article shows the neces- 
sity of a Mouroe Doctrine in America more than 
this. You in so many words in this sentence de- 
clare that the idea of an “altitude”? on the pact 
of a South American {Republic vis-a-vis England 
iy ridiculous. That is the Big-Man-Bully view, 
Is it true that England dispises every weaker 
Power? Why, everything in international rela- 
tions depends on the “attitude” of nations. 
Public opinion establishes the attitude of England 
in matters of international policy. The Fapan 
Mail should know this. Years ago when Japan was 
weaker than she is now from a military point of 
view the Aas was an advocate of granting 
her equal rights. Again, why “ petty ?’’ Why 
contempt? Why not an “attitude?” Is England 
entitled to attitudes to the exclusion of others P I 
fancy no Englishman would defend the Afas? in 
announcing such a theory. 

Finally, in answer to the President’s words, 
“considering the disparity in stcength of Great 
Britain and Venezuela, the territorial dispute 
between them can be reasonably settled only by 
friendly and impartial arbitration,” you say 
‘‘ Never before did a third Power advance such a 
discourteous, such an insulting argument in 
support of a proposition that two Powers should 
submit their mutual claims to arbitration.” Again 
Iam certain your view is not shared by many 
others. Let us suppose, as we all (including 
President Cleveland) probably do, that Great 
Britain is quite honest in pushing her boundary 
claim against Venezuela. On the other hand, we 
must allow that the Venezuelan Government is 
equally honest in vehemently denying the claims 
of Great Britain. Both contentions, though con- 
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flicting, ace perfectly sincere. Kven if the English 
Government took this view of the Contention, would 
it not resort to arms to enforce her claims against 
Venezuela, if the latter refused to yield peacefully ? 
Is this not notoriously the method of modern 
European nations to enforce claims when there is 
a difference df viewsP And, accordingly, does 
the President use insulting language when he 
speaks of the disparity of strength between the 
two nations, or is tt simply an actual descrip- 
tion of the situation P IT fancy the English Go- 
verninent has taken no umbrage at this phrase. 
You say, * Could any self-respecting Power tamely 
accept arbilration on such grounds?" For my- 
self T think it could. It would in my opinion be 
much easier to submit to arbitration on such 
grounds than to submit to a humiliating ultima- 
tum, such as the Venezuelan Government feels it 
would get from England. Besides, you forget that 
President Cleveland sent this Message not before, 
but after he had approached the English Govern 
ment with a view of arbitrating the dispute. He 
has used every art and device to foster the friend. 
liest relations between Eugland and the United 
States. Among the Jingo element in the United 
States, with which Ihave no sympathy whatever, 
President Cleveland is by no means popular, be- 
cause of his efforts to keep up his friendly attitude 
toward England. His appointment of Mr. Bay- 
acd, as Ambassador, a confessed admirer of Enge 
land, is only one example. In his Annual Message 
to Congress he expresses the hope that Eng- 
land will not push matters with Venezuela, but 
submit the dispute to “friendly and impartial 
arbitcation.” Is there anything that a just and 
self-respecting man, ora just and self-respecting 
Government, can desire more than this in a case 
of mutual misunderstanding P England and Vene- 
zuela can surely, if they wish, agree upon some 
individual or individuals satisfactory to both to 
settle a dispute, without any appeal to force. 

In conclusion, let me add that while American 
papers are sometimes blamed by Englishmen for 
emphasizing the differences that separate, rather 
than the ties that bind, the two English-speaking 
peoples, I find your article a conspicuous example 
of wrong emphasis in the same way. Instead of 
seeing that President Cleveland used as friendly 
language as he could in his Message, you turn it 
to ridicule by methods which would convert every 
diplomatic negotiation into an appeal to arms. 

Tokyo, January 14th, 1896. G. D. 


To THe EpitTor OF THE “ JAPAN Mait.” 


S1r,—Having read with much interest the cor- 
respondence of “G.D.” in your issue of the 18th 
inst. on ‘* The Monroe Doctrine,” and your rejoine 
der to the same, allow me to the suggest that the 
Mas? fails to grasp the situation, as viewed by 
the American people. The Message of President 
Cleveland, the particular phraseoogy of the docu- 
ment, seems to be the subject of the contention 
of the Afasi. However much the critic may ob- 
ject to the wording of President’s Cleveland mes- 
sage, the bearing such criticism may have upon 
the ‘‘ Monroe Docterine” is of little value. The 
“Monroe Doctrine,” as understood by Americans 
generally, is that America is for Americans—and 
has been so understood by the nations of the 
civilized world ever since the promulgation of 
President Monroe’s Message to Congress in 1823. 
England had seen fit to give notice to Spain prior 
to that date, that any attempt she might engage 
in to bring the South American Republics, that had 
thrown off the yoke of Spanish rule, again under 
domination, would be considered by her a cause 
of war between the two countries. England then 
held that she had the power, if not the international 
right, to interfore in the destiny of the South 
American Republics, as she considered her com- 
mercial interests in South America would be 
jeopardised, It is to the intervention of England 
that war between the Republics of South America 
and Spain did not occur, and it may be that 
those Republic’s are now enjoying their own form 
of government owing to the determined attitude 
assumed by England at the time. The Ame- 
rican people have ever been jealous of Euro- 
pean aggression on the continent of America. 
Monarchical institutions they could not welcome, 
and their sympathy went out to the South Ame- 
rican States when they threw off the Spanish yoke 
and adopted republican forms of government. 
England had threatened Spain in the interests of 
her commerce, and Spain held her hand. That 
was the initial step in the development of an idea 
that took form as the “ Monroe Doctrine.” Presi- 
dent Monroe gave notice to all the world that any 
attempt to fasten any Kuropean system of govern. 
ment upon the continent of America would be 
regacded as an unfriendly act by the United 
States, He voiced the sentiment of the people of 
the United States. The words of President Mone 
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roe were understood by the nations of Europe to 
express the determined will of the United States. 
I am wot aware that any protest was raised in any 
quarter; certainly England did not enter any ob- 
jection to the promulgation of the doctrine. No 
threat was advanced against the established go- 
vernments as they existed in North or South 
Amesica. England had her possessions and her 
system of government in her Canadian possessions 
and South America. Brazil bad her Imperial go- 
vernment—these were not questioned or objected 
to; there was no pretence of molesting established 
rights. ‘The rights of Spain in Cuba have never 
been molested by the United States. Venezuela, 
with her territory contiguous to the possessions of 
Great Britain, has been subject to the pretensions 
of England regarding the demarcation of her 
boundaries for many years, but the occasion for 
intervention by the United States has not pre- 
sented itself until now that forcible occupation of 
disputed territory is contemplated. While pre- 
tensions only were advanced there was no call for 
active remonstrance; the “ Monroe Doctine”’ 
was still the doctrine of the United States, al- 
though the government did not assume the neces- 
sity of fighting wordy pretensions on the part of 
Great Britain towards Venezuela. Now that the 
attempt is being made to make pretensions good 
by actual appropriation of the disputed tersitory 
claimed by England, the United States stands 
ready to put the ‘* Monroe Doctrine” into prac- 
tice and convince England of the fact that the 
declaration of President Mooroe was no idle boast. 
The pith of the “ Monroe Doctrine” is that the 
United States will not allow the oppression of any 
American State by European powers. All the 
South American republics have put their faith in 
the declarations of the government of the United 
States in that regard, and President Cleveland 
only did as the people of the United States expect- 
ed him to do, when he addressed his Message to 
Congress. A desire for war was not the cause of 
that Message ; of that there can be no doubt. It 
was to place the government of the United States 
in unison with the declarations made by it in 1823, 
and not forgotten, For the United States to 
remain supine at this juncture in the affairs of 
Venezuela, would beand the government as re- 
creant to all its traditions, and it would justly 
stand convicted of bad faith and cowardice. ‘The 
Mail assumes that President Cleveland did not 
use as friendly terms as might have been employed 
and that the Message to Congress “‘ was one of the 
most ill-judged and illogical State papers ever 
penned, and that it will go down as such in the 
pages of history.” Events will vindicate or dis- 
prove that assumption. It will be judged by the 
results flowing therefrom. That the result will 
ensure to Venezuela her right there is no doubt, 
and that must have been all that was intended. 
The ‘*Monrve Doctrine” has not been kept” 
concealed under a bushel.” England and all civi- 
lized peoples had ample notice tiat the United 
States was icrevocably committed to defend its 
observance. Be it good international law or not 
is outside the question, If it lacks precedent it is 
binding upon the dignity of the United States 
to wphold it against the world. 

The Mail concedes that * Venezuela has as much 
right to attudinize England as has, she has as much 
title to what belongs to her as England has, we 
are all for respecting her rights and admitting her 
title, and then puts the query, “ But what about 
Eugland’s rights? Is the United States to take 
England by the throat simply because Venezuela 
declares England to be in the wrong?” There 
has been no taking by the throat as yet—that is for 
future consideration, dependent upon the acts of 
England. Should she persist in hee pretensions 
in” attempting to wrest from Venezula a territory 
a large as the British Isles itself, it might be that 
the United States, instead of playing at twisting 
the tail of the British lion should essay the task 
of twisting its neck. The Masl considers that 
President Cleveland conveyed an insult to England 
when he said, ‘‘Consideting the disparity in 
strength of Great Britain and Venezula, the 
territorial dispute between them can be reasonably 
settled only by friendly and impartial arbitration.” 
If there be insult to be inferved from this proposi- 
tion itis nevertheless true and every Englishman 
should acknowledge it. Why has England arbitrat- 
ed her differences with the United States? Was it 
because she did not care to throw down the gage 
of battle with a Power that was hee equal, or be- 
cause it was a reasonable way of settling the 
differences? England did not take the United 
States by the throat; why should she do so by the 
little South American Republic, to enforce her 
pretensions, be they valid or othe: wise. 

Yours truly, 

Yokohama, January 21st, 1896. 


X. 
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BIKES. 
een Carre 
(With ApoLoGigs To RupyARo KIPLING), 


Of all the vile inventions, misbegotten by mistake, 

The thing they calls the bicycle does surely take 
the cake ; 

"E’s ugly and ’e’s vulgar and ’e’s dangerous to 
tide, 

An’ ’e fills the man as cides ’im with a sort of 
beastly pride. 


O the Bike, O the Bike, O the scarin’ tarin’ 
Bike! 

'E’s jist a ‘oly tecror goin’ scorchin’ down the 
road ; 

With a prinnin’ idiot clingin’ to the ’andles 
monkey-like, 

"Is shoulders ’unched above ‘im like a ’umpy 
soito’ toad. 


You thinks you "Il learn to side ‘im coz it don’t 
look ‘ard atall, 

But you've got tu get acquainted just with hevery 
kind of fall; 

You've got to learn ’ow gravel feels a stickin’ in 
your jaw, 

An’ what it is to have your knees and knuckles 
always raw. 


O the Bike, O the Bike, O the wobblin’ 
hobblin’ Bike ! 

A teelin’ and a staggerin’toan’ fro acrost the 
road, 

You may ’it im if youre fast enough and 
cuss ’im if you like, 

But’e picks you out the ’ardest place and then 
he sheds ’is load. 


An’ when you've learnt to ride a bit and thinks 
afield to 10am, 

The blasted thing collapses ‘bout twenty miles 
from ’ome, 

With 7is bloomin’ bellers busted, or it may be 
somethin’ wuss, 

An’ you ‘as to wheel ’im ‘ome again, an’ lor! ’ow 
you does cuss ! 


O the Bike, O the Bike, O the stumblin,’ 
tumblin Bike! 
The wily ’ily spider-wheel aeyrinnin’ where ’e 
lies ; 
O aint it jam to shove ‘im when ’is wocks is 
on the strike, 
Au’ every arf a mile or so you stops to dainn 
"is eyes. 
They say it’s lovely exercise, you'll think so pretty 
soon, 
Same asa tailway baccident, a hearthquake, or 
typhoon ; 
When you turns a slipp’ry cocner and ’e slides 
and falls down dead, 
And you finds you're takin’ hexercise aestandin’ 
on your ‘ead. 


Othe Bike, Othe Bike, O the thumpin,’ bum- 
pin’ Bike! 

"7E’ll shake your moital soul out when ’e gets 
on stony ground, 

You ‘ave to shove ’’im up the ’ills an’ down 
’em both alike, 

For if ’e runs away with you, you might as 
well be drowned. 


The ’orse ’e goes by rein an’ bit, the coster’s 
moke’s a moke, 

The ’ansom cab’s a daisy, and the rickshaw’s just 
a joke; 

But the bike’s a’orrid mixture, as on ‘is face ’e 
shows, 

Of a treadmill and a 'beellar-frame and a length 
of garden hose ! 


O the Bike, O the Bike, O the lanky, cranky 
Bike ! 

"E’s twenty ways of fallin’ down at’ can’t 
stand up alone, 

Iftthere’s a stone within a mile you bet yer 
life "e’ll strike, 

"E tumbles down and chucks you, and it’s 
odds you breaks a bone. 


’E takes the hit between ’is teeth a-goin’ down a ‘ill, 

And you loses both your treadles an’ you comes a 
hawful spill, 

An’ you breaks your knees and noses, and wi’ 
luck you breaks your neck, 

And that there blessed bicycle’s a ’ideous tangled 
wreck. 


O the Bike, Othe Bike, O the rustin,’ bustin’ 
Bike! 

You leaves im in the duck pond lyin’ on 
slimy bed, 

°E may rot ’isself to pieces just as quickly as 
he like; 

And you thank your stars an’ gatters it’s 7im 
wot you that’s dead ! 

C. 


"is 


Tokyo, January 23rd. 
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FOKOHAMA ENGINE AND IRON 


WORKS, LIMITED. 
a ’ 
A DIVIDEND OF 20 PER CENT. 

The halleyearly general meeting of the share- 
holders in the Yokohama Engine and Iron Works 
Company, I.imited, was held in Kiel’s Building 
on Monday afternoon; Mr. J. F. Lowder presided. 
There were also present, Messrs. Jas. Walter, 
C. K. M. Mactiv, J. Rickett, C. Ginssani, F. 
H. Bull, F. Gillett, J. Dodds, S. D. Hepburn, 
J. Jolinstone, O. Berger, J. A. Fraser, H. W. 
Amould, and G. Charlesworth, Secretary. 


The CHAIRMAN announced that the meeting was 
the hall-yearly gathering of the Yokohama Engine 
and Iron Works. When the Company was started 
—it was the oldest limited liability Company tn 
Yokohama—no provision was made, and no 
obligation therefore existed, for presenting a ve- 
port and accounts on the working of the earlier 
half-year, Why this was ommitted he did not 
know. During the three or four lean years that 
had preceded last year the Directors had sot 
cared to put the figures relating to their working 
at the half-yearly meeting. But last year they 
were a little more jubilant and they presented at 
that meeting a balance-sheet showing their profit 
and loss account. The position then, owing to the 
war between China and Japan and the work 
accruing therefrom, showed a great influx of 
business, the company having converted a 
debit balance of $16,000 into a credit balance of 
$10,500. ‘This year, they would see from the slip 
now in their hands, that, after declaring an in 
terim dividend of 8 per cent., absorbing $10,400, 
they now carsied forward no less a sum than 
$46,391.32—a state of things tha he teusted would 
meet hith satisfaction.—(Applause.) He did wot 
ask them tu pass the accounts now presented ; they 
were merely pul before them for their information. 


BALANCE Sueet—For S1x MONTHS ENDED 
NovEMBER 30TH, 1895- 





Da. 

To Capital Account wee see eco “ «+2 $290,000.00 
Wages due November, paid December ... 2,533.12 
Profit and Loss Account Ber 46.39%-33 
Directors and Auditors 600.00 

$x 78,502.44 


Cr. 

eee ooo $ eee 
ove -53 
". angshrs 
“6 2,008.98 


By Plant Account ... 
Kobe Branch... “3 va ase 
Property account, including buildings 
Insurance (unexpired policies) 





Chartered Bank of I. A. and China 342465.00 
Cash onhand .., ose ee ces 123.33 
Sundry Debtors... ove as or ae F 4,684.75 
Stock, etc., as per inventory .. es Pre woe = 581.20 

$178,523.44 


Prorit AND Loss AccounT=—For S1x MONTHS 
ENDED NOVEMBER 3OTH, 1895. 
Da. 


To Interim dividend of 8 per cent. paid on ret Aug. $80,400.00 
Bad and disputed debts written off eae ave 150.98 








Plant Account, Depreciation... ee ee 2,314.70 
Property Account, Buildings Depreciation §00.00 
Insurance... adi ate i eee aus sie 986.40 
Rents - ues ae ose oes ni _ go.ge 
Trade Expenses .. 978.43 
Directors’ fees... 500.00 
Auditors’ fees... £08.60 
Wages... sc wee ous Se 30,903.73 
Balance carried down ... we bes vee see 65393 ,39 
ee $ 91,775-39° 

Byj Balance as per balance-sheet, May 31st... see $ 28,365.36 
Gross Earnings forthe6 months ... ... os» += 63,293.95 
Interest ive eee ese ose joe ese 25208 
Transfer fees... Sie wee “ae ss ove 25.00 
$ 9,745.39 


By Balance brought down... —... see ue B 46,901.99 
E. & O. E. 
G, Cuarcesworts, Secretary. 


We have examined the foregoing accounts, and compared 
them with the books and vouchers of the Company and find 
them to be correct. a 
» Katy ; 
R. N. Sr. Joun, } Auditors. 
Yokohama, January x6th, 1896, 


Nothing further in the way of business being 
before the shareholders, the meeting was declared 
closed. 


KXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MBETING. 


The CHAIRMAN now called the extraordinary 
general meeting of shareholde:s to order. He 
said the two reasons for holding this meeting 
were contained in the following resolution :— 


s. That the capital of the Company be reduced from 
$130,000 divided into 1,300 shares of $100 each, to 
$65,000 divided into 1,300 shares of $50 each, and that 
such reduction be effected by returning to the holders of 
the 1,300 paid up shares that have been issued, the sum 
of $50 per share, and by reducing the nominal amount of 
each of the said shares from $100 to $50. 

2. That article s2 of the Articles of Association be 
amended by substituting the word “ six’ for the word 
**twelve’”’ therein. 


The second paragraph relating to Article §2 
tefaived to the quosum at a general meeting. 
Theic quorum was fixed at 12, but they had 
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always found it very difficult in past years to 
get that mumbec together, and they usually 
had to adjourn meetings till next day. ‘I'he 
Directors therefore thought it desirable that the 
number of the quorum should now consist of six 
instead of twelve shareholders. With regard to 
the proposed reduction of capital, this measure 
really arose through their being enabled to dispose 
of what they had learnt to call their Kobe pro- 
petty. They would see in the accounts that this 
Kobe propeity was valued in their books at 
$28,004.53. They had, however, effected its sale 
at a figure by which they netted $54,000, the result 
being that they found themselves tn possession of 
a considerable amount of assets in cash. Now 
there would be a difficulty in dividing this money 
in the shape of dividends, because the money 
really formed a portion of their capital, and 
dividends could only be declared out of profits, 
not out of capital. The Directors had therefore 
thought it advisable to reduce their capital by 
one-half. He was happy to say that they could 
dothat. The Directors had had their plant re- 
valued, their property revalued, and their stock 
revalued—those were the assets of the Company— 
and the result of this valuation, in round figures, 
was that they were possessed of assets of upwards 
of $154,000. These were the calculations of indepen- 
dent valuers who had been called in by the Direc- 
tors and asked to put their own value on the pro- 
perty, and the figures he thought could be relied 
upon as being accurate and not exaggerated in the 
least respect. The shareholders present, as busi- 
ness men, would be able to know whether, in the 
event of a forced sale, their assets, now valued at 
$154,000, would realise $130,000, the amount of 
their capital, Hethought the shareholders would 
find that it would be quite safe to seduce their 
capital of $130,000 to $65,000. They would then 
have ample security for their investment there 
could be no question at all about that. Having re- 
ferred again to the difference between the selling 
price of the Kobe property, $54,000, and the value 
at which it stood in the books, the Chairman said 
the Company had now a bank balance to their 
credit of say $111,700. If they therefore agreed to 
set aside for the reduction of capital, $65,000, 
they would be leaving a balance of $46,700. It was 
obvious that with such a small company as theics 
they did not .wantto carry forward such a large 
balance as that. ‘The shareholders, moreover, had 
been_deprived of dividends for some two years, and 
therefore were entitled to take full advantage of 
the profits that they had been fortunate enough 
now to obtain, the Directors therefore declared a 
dividend of 20 per cent., which would absorb 
$26,000, leaving a balance of $20,700.—(Ap- 
plause.) He had great pleasure in proposing the 
resolution just read to the meeting. 


Me. GILLETT seconded. 


Mr. J. A. Fraser said that as the extraordinary 
genera] meeting had been called for 4.30 p.m., 
and it was now only a little more than twenty 
minutes past four o’clock the meeting had better 
wait a few minutes before voting on the resolution. 


The CHAIRMAN—To allow of any possible ob- 
jectors to put in an appearance, I presume. 


Mr. Fraser—Yes. 


The CHainman—Quite so. Although another 
meeting has to be held to confirm this resolution, 
should it be passed to-day. 

Mr. Gixuet asked if any proposition had been 
made or discussed by the Directors providing for 
a reserve fund, a fund for the equalization of 
dividends, or to provide for contingencies. As the 
Chairman had remarked, they had been fortunate 
during the last year to gain considerable profits, 
but there was always the possibility that outside 
chances at any future time would interfere with 
their business and their earning powers might then 
be interfered with. It would therefore be as well to 
possesssome kind of reserve fund to provide against 
the fluctuations in shares. If necessary he would 
move a resolution to that effect ; but he would first 
like to ascertain the feeling of the shareholders. 

No ordinary shareholder cising, 

The CHatrMan said that if Mr. Gillett appealed 
to him, he might state that the matter had been 
informally discussed by the Directors. He would 
remind them that they were now carrying forward 
$20,700. For himself the was opposed to the for- 
mation of a reserve fund, and would always 
oppose such aplan, He believed the shareholders 
of the present time were entitled to share all the 
projects that the Company made, just as they had 
shared its losses. It was a false principle to pro- 
ceed upon, to provide for the equalization of divi- 
dends from a reserve fund, as it gave fictitious 
value to their shares. ‘The shares of the Com- 
pany should stand alone and should not be 
fictitiously bouyed up for the benefit of share- 

‘holders who might come in afterwards. These 
were his views, and as long as he continued on 


the Board he should always put them strongly 
before the directors.—(Applause.) 


The resolution was then put to the meeting and 
carried unanimously. 


—— 


NIPPON RACE CLUB. 
—_———__»—______ 

The annual meeting of the members of this 
institution was held in Keil’s Building on Monday 
afternoon to receive the Committee’s report and 
statement of accounts. ‘There were present Sir 
Ernest Mason Satow, President, in the chair, Dr. 
Wheeler, Messis. W. W. Till, G. Philip, W. F. 
Mitchell, E. Knaff, T. Thomas, S. Isaacs, V. Blad, 
L. H. Abel, G. Lowther, J. Dodds, A. de Flesch, 
G. Reiffinger, W. R. H. Carew, R. Paget, A. 
Dumelin, W. B. Walter, H. S. Thompson, Chev. 
de Waepenaert, A. J. Easton, H. R. Campbell, 
W. R. Bennett, and J. F. Pinn, Secretary. 


The Cuarrman said—The Committee have 
again to congratulate the members of the Nippon 
Race Club on the successful result of the year’s 
working, the fresh interest taken in racing, the 
improvement and extension of the compound, the 
increased membership, and a satisfactory Bank 
balance. They had to tegret the loss of the late 
President, who resigned on being invalided home. 
Racing had, from his first arrival in Japan, enjoy- 
ed his warm support, and it might almost be said 
that had the Japanese Government accepted his 
advice for the encouragement of horsebreed- 
ing it would not have experienced the lack of 
remounts lately encountered by them during the 
war. As it is, the committee have been com- 
pelled to abandon the Japanese pony altoge- 
ther, as it seems absolutely impossible to secure 
animals that can gallop, vide the melancholy 
fiasco of the last few meetings. ‘The supply of rac= 
ing animals has been one of the preatest diffi- 
culties, we might say the only difficulty, the com- 
inittee has experienced, a difficulty that increases 
rather than diminishes. From Shanghai a batch 
of 12 griffins were procured, but the price of 
animals in China had risen so much that it was im- 
possible to import ponies that had previously run 
ata reasonable cost. The committee would have 
liked to purchase a new supply for next Spring, 
but seeing that animals with a tucn of speed are 
selling at Tls. 400 to Tls. 1,000, it is not feasible. 
A fresh lot of half-bred Mares have beeu secured, 
but they are wot very satisfactory, The ani- 
mals on arrival from the Government farm are 
weedy and not capable of carrying any weight. 
There seems a total want of care at the stud-farm, 
the young stock, instead of being carefully looked 
after and well nourished, are apparently turned 
out to look after themselves and pick up nourish- 
ment where and how they can. Thisistproved by‘the 
wouderfulimprovement these young animals make 
so soot) as they pass into the hands of the club. 
Unfortunately the effects of early hardships cannot 
be entirely eradicated. Your committee know full 
well that cacing men are willing to pay a good price 
for a good horse; with this in view, attempts have 
and are still being made to procure some really 
good animals from the stud-farms. The outlook, 
however, is gloomy. Finding it so difficut to obtain 
good racing animals in Japan,a trial has been 
made of purchasing a batch of hoises from Austra- 
lia. Nine have alieady arrived and five more are 
ordered. It is impossible to say how the venture 
will succeed until after the horses have run at the 
Spring meeting. Cost of freight and such a long 
voyage must act unfavourably. Two prizes have 
already been offered for this class, one by Messrs. 
Fraser, Ramsay & Co., of Melbourne, and the 
** Worthington ” Cup, also the “ States ” Cup for 
Australian and Country breds mixed, and a cup 
by the Standard Oil Co. Members will have 
noticed the substitution in the skeleton programme 
for theSpring meeting of the term “Country-bred” 
in place of ** Half-bred.” This has been done ad- 
visedly. The committee found that the Half-bred 
certificates of birth were totally unreliable, and in 
future all horses cunning in ‘‘ Weight for Age” 
races will be examined for age prior to entry; The 
sudden death of H.I.H. Prince Kitashirakawa, 
a patron of the club, necessitated the postpone- 
ment of the Autumn meeting and prevented the 
Emperor being present, acircumstance regretted by 
the whole community. His Majesty showed his 
interest in the club by presenting a handsome prize 
which was run for on the second day, the Diplo- 
matic Corps also kindly presented a handsome 
prize: The fact that gate-money showed an in- 
crease of $183.50 over 1894, despite the bad wea- 
ther experienced at the Autumn meeting, is a proof 
that horse racing is gaining popularity with the 
public. In accordance with the suggestion made 
at the last annual meeting, the committee in- 
creased the number of stalls, this necessitated a 
considerable expense and the acquisition of extra 





Google 


gtound, repairs, including a new Band Stand, foot 
up $894.61, $300.00 for rent extends over three 
years so that $100.00 only belongs to the past 
year's working. ‘The Pari Mutuel is incom- 
plete, but the building will be completed previous 
to the Spring meeting, and an improvement 
made in the working of same. This institu- 
tion added no less than $507.25 to the income of 
the Club during the year. The number of mem- 
bers show an increase more than the subscriptions 
would have you believe, Many members joined 
within the last six months and paid therefore only 
the half year’s fee, this year they will of course be 
liable for the full amount. The increased mem- 
bership enabled your committee to be liberal in 
prizes, to which the profit on the sale of China 
ponies (griffins) also contributed, prizes in 1894 
were $7,645.00 against $8,585.00 during the 
year undec review. If this can be kept up 
it will enable members to pay higher prices 
for horses and thus improve racing, an object your 
cammittee have ever before them. It is a pity 
there are not more tiding members in the com- 
munity, there are so few willing to take to the 
pastime in earnest that your committee have had 
to give up all attempts at Member’s races, Nothing 
would benefit the club more than were some of 
the junior members to act as the young men in 
Hongkong and Shanghai, keep a race pony, 
train him, and ride him. In connection with 
this, I remember the time, it was many years 
ago, when members rode their own ponies, or 
a friend rode for him. Now professional joc- 
keys are difficult to procure, none of the new 
men can compare with their older competitors. 
Next to procuring good animals this is the 
most formidable question racing men in Yoko- 
hama have to contend with. The balance at the 
end of 1894 was $3,482.42. On the 31st December 
last your Hon, Treasurer had in hand $368.57, to 
which must be added $200.00 ground rent for new 
cartiage paddock during 1896 and 1897, interest 
due on fixed deposit $187:56, making together with 
the $3,000.00 on deposit, $3,756.13, or a profit of 
$273.71 on the year’s working, this in spite of an 
expenditure of $894.61 upon improvements and 
repairs. Continuing, the Chairman said the next 
thing to proceed with was to pass the accounts 
which were in the possession of the members. 


Mr. Carew proposed and Mr. Lowrusr second- 
ad the passing of the accounts, which was carried 
unanimously. 


Tue Nippon Racg CLusB In AcCCouUNT Current WITH 
THE HoNoRARY TREASURER FOR 1895. 


Dr. 


Tojfient of Race Course for 2895 soot $ 750.00 
Monban’s Wages and Sundries... eek 406.55 
Repairs to Stables, fences, and Grand 

Stand ... dee és saa sen eon 649.61 
New Band Stand w.g eae 245:00 
Rent of new Carriage Paddock for 5 years 300.00 
Band during Race Meetings see a 1476.00 
Sundry Expenses in connection with the 

Race Meetings ee TT wee noe 162.99 
Printing, Advertising, and Stationery ... 513-58 
Mr. Kondo for services during Meeti..gs 

and translating Race Programmes __.., 60.00 
Fire Insurance on Grand Stand and 

Stables... eae ese oe aes see 43-33 
Secretary’s Salary... ses teen 200.00 
New Stop Watch ‘ aes nae a6é 95.00 
Entry money returned on account of Race 

for Japan Ponies which did not fill (Au- 

tomn Meeting) ee 42.00 


Collector’s Salary for the year me 








aie §0.0c0 
Prizes, Spring Meeting + ae woe 9972000 
Prizes, Autumn Meeting ... —... © se 4:86$.00 8,585.00 
Half Forfeits Spring Meeting yturned... 170.00 
Half Forfeits Autumn Meeting returned. 1§0.00 330.00 
CostofraChina Ponies .., aun 89323032 
Cost of 9 Australian Horses ee 9,700.00 
Cost 10% Bred Mares ... see os +e 398000 6,362.92 
Amount on te ia in Hongkong and 
Shanghai Ban med eee. an leee! case 3,000.00 
ance in Honorary Treasuret’s hands.. 368.57 
. $22,257.00 
Cr. 

By Balance from 31st December, 1894... ove 8a 
Members’ Subscriptions : o oes sb ie $e 
Entries, Spring Meetings cee see aes 2,425.00 
Entries, Autumn Meetings _... aes oes eve =: 8Z0.00 
oe one? Tickets and Books meee 

pring Meeting see tee eee se. 5 

Gate money, Tickets and Books sold, cdi 

Autumn Meeting ... ast wea oe 826.65 2,826.40 
Rent of Refreshment Room during Meet- 

ngs ace eee eee oes oon eee 200.00 
Jockeys’ Licences... ase aa 850.00 
Rent of Stalls ... _ see oes ie Fico 
Pari-mutuel, Spring Meeting cae we «= BS. 
Pari-emutael, Autumn Meeting... +. 984.80 507.85 
Received for 12 China Ponies __... see 3270.00 
Received for zo Half-Bred Mares... see 2374.00 
Received for g Australian Horses... ese 8,700 00 97,344.00. 
Diplomatic Cup, presented ... +. 260,00 
Robber Cup, presented wae ote soe —- §0.00 330.00 

wey 
loterest on Bank balance _... eet: “ede”. - “ose 42:33 
$29,057.00 
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Dargnoencies. —_—— Mr. s Depreciation of Building ... 7 50945-02 
* Ramsay Cup.” presented, in hands of Hon. Trea- oy. . Buap, . vote of thanks was tendered the Depreciation of Electric light plant 2,070.56 
eurer.c uc neces este wee BBG. | OUTROINE commillee, i Depreciation of Steam Launch... —... 335-48 
Interest un $3,000 from 8/s/9§ to 38/33/95... 1 one = 87086 Mr. Mircue.. proposed a similar vote to the]  Wepreciation of Furniture jue” Wee 6,748.85 
a ssss6 chair, in the course of which he remarked that as Sikcoi.0s 
E. & O. B. oe _ ta member of the old committee and one of those} Balance available for Division : 


Yokohama, January zith, 1896. 

Groroe Puivip, Hon. Treasurer. 

i have examined the Subscriptions and Vouchers with the 
Books, and find the same to be correct. 

T. F. Cruicxsuann. 

The CHAIRMAN intimated that unless any 
gentleman desired to ask questions about the 
working of the Club upon the address of the pre- 
sident, they would proceed to ballot for the new 
Executive Committee, but he might remark that 
the retiring Committee were eligible for re-election. 

Mr. Tie said that if he was in order he would 
like to make a few remarks about the present com- 
pound of the Club. For this purpose be would 
distribute plans of the paddock and grounds. If 
any one desired to put any questions relative 
theretohe would be glad toanswe: them, ifanything 
was not quite clear. Continuing, the speaker 
said—lIt will doubtless be news to someof you, when 
you hear thatthe ground on which are the stalls at 
the Race Course, the Pari Mutuel, and the Band. 
Stand, does not belong to the Club=-the buildings 
mentioned stand on ground rented from the dfom- 
ban, for which the club pay $30 per annum. This, 
gentlemen, places your committee entirely in the 
hands of the Afomban. He is not a good servant; 
last Spring the Clerk of the Course and myself de- 
cided to dismiss him: we gave him warning. He 
therefore requested us to remove the stalls, etc. 
Such was and is impossible, The present pad- 
dock is small enough; we tried to purchase the 
ground in question, the price then asked was 
$1,000 for the 500 tsubos as shown by the cough 
plan we have drawn up and placed before you. 
Belore spending sucha large sum of money we 
decided to await the outturn of the yeat’s work- 
ing, and then, provided the accounts were salis- 
factory, to ask you, the members, to grant per- 
mission to the incoming Committee to purchase 
the land in question, ‘To-day $1,545 is the sum 
demanded, say $3 per tsubo—tvo much undonbt- 
edly, but m a transaction of this sort, you must 
not consider the value of the land in the open 
market, but what the ground is worth to the Club. 
Now, gentlemen, I propose that the incoming 
Committee purchase the land now leased to the 
Club for as much, or tess than, the sum demanded, 
as possible. 

Mr. Buiap seconded this. 

Mr. WALTER desired to know whether, in case 
the land were purchased, would the Kencho 
make it over to the Club in the same way as 
before. 

Mr. TiLL said it was proposed to get the 
Kencho to purchase from the 15 of more owners 
and then hand the ground over tothe Club. Other- 
wise they would have to purchase the land iu the 
wvame of a Japanese and be wo better off than they 
were to-day. 

The CHAIRMAN suggesied as an amendment 
Mr. Till’s motion the substitution of the words ‘' to 
negotiate for the lease of tlre cost of the land,’’ as 
legally they could not purchase it. He did not 
think it would be difficult to obtain the help of the 
Kencho, providing they did not have to pay for it. 

Some discussion here took place relative to the 
purchase value of the land. 


' Mr. Biab asked whether, at the expiration 
of the three year’s lease, the owners would not put 
ina claim for higher rent for the carriage pad- 
dock than was at present paid by the Club. 

Mr. Tiny said they paid 25 sen pec tsubo for 
that portion of the land that bad buildings on it. 


The CuaitrRmMan here intimated that the motion 
of Mr. Till, as amended, read—" That the incom- 
ing committee be empowered to negottate for the 
land hitherto leased from the Momban.” 

This was carried. 

The election of a committee resulted in the re- 
election of the old committee, viz., Messts. W. W. 
Till, E. Kuaff, G. Philip, T. Thomas, W. F. Mit- 
chell, S. Isaacs, and Arakawa Yoshitaro. 

The CaatrMan said that, before adjourning, he 
would like to state that his idea with regard to the 
land was that the matter could probably be amic- 
able arvanged with the assistance of the Ken. 
cho, but before doing so, he should like to go over 
the land with such members of the committee as 
were conversant will the affair and then approach 
the actual owners of the ground. The Afomban 
had only intended himself between them and the 
Club. He might remark that the original lease of 
the course and paddock was not in the possession 
of the Committee, but they could no doubt obtain 
a certified copy of the original in the hands of the 
Kencho, If they could obtain the tand in ques- 
tion, he would endeavour to get it on the same 
terms as the old lease. 

On the proposition of Mr, Lowrugr, seconded 


just elected, he was gratified at the assistance 
offered by Sir Ernest, who, he was sure would 
kindly see them through. 

Mr. Knarr seconded. 

The Cuatrwan said that when the post of Pre- 
sident of the Club was tendered him he had accept- 
ed it with diffidence. Unlike most of his country- 
men, he knew nothing at all about horse-racing and 
could not shoot. He was a square man in a 
round hole. If his yoodwill were anything they 
certainly would wot find it wanting, aed be was 
certain he would find in their newly elected com- 
mittee competent, friendly, aud benevolent col- 
leagues. 

The meeting then separated. 


THE GRAND HOTEL, LIMITED. 
2 ee 


The half-yeacly general meeting of shareholders 
in the Geand Hotel, Limited, was held at the 
Grand Hotel on Wednesday afternoon, Me. 
J. F. Lowder presiding. There were present, Mr. 
Jas. Walter, Mr. R. Howie, Mr. A. Dentici, and 
Mr. J. ‘Vornoe, Secretary. 

The CHAIRMAN Said that as the rules provided 
that three sharebolders only were necessary to 
form a Quorun competent lo appolota Chairman 
and pass the s#ccounts, he would call the 
meeting to order, He tad only afew rematks to 
make upou the accounts, They had ceduced their 
mortgage 110m $30,000 to $25,000, had written off 
$2,600 for depreciation of property and $2,400 on 
the building. The salient featnves of thereport were 
thatin the corresponding period last year they had 
$9,000 in cash, this half-year they had $34,000. 
They had written off a considerable amount tor de- 
preciation. This half-year thetr earnings had 
been over $60,000 apaitst $36,000 during the cor- 
responding period lastyea:., The Directors there- 
fore declared a dividend of 10 per cent. this half- 
year against the 3 per cent. ofthe corresponding 
period of last year, and carried forward a goodly 
sum in cash. Considering this was the second 
half year, it had been the most satisfactory half- 
year that the Company had had. 

REPORT, 

The Profit and Loss Account, and State- 
ment of Assets and Liabilities for the half 
year ended the 31st December, 1895, ac- 
company this Report. 

The net profit for the half-year, including 
balance brought forward from the joth 
June, 1895, and after providing for general 
expenses, Directors’ and Auditor’s fees, 
interest, and depreciation, and after writ- 
ing Off bad debts, aAMOuNtS tO......sseerereeees GBI, 248.61 

whichitis proposed to apply as follows: — 

In payment of a dividend of 10 per cent. 
for the half-year ..ccscccsssecesssecevseseesencee $25,000.00 

Balance to new ACCOUNE cecsseconcsssevveeres $ 6,249.61 








$31,248.61 





It has again been considered desirable to write off 
a liberal sum for depreciation, rather than carry for- 
ward a larger balance of Assets not represented by cash, 
It is proposed that the dividend shall be payable on 
the 23rd day of January, when the warrants will be 
issued. 
J. F. Lowpzsr, 
James WaLTap, 
Yokohama, January 11th. 1896. 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES ON 
DgceMBER 31ST, 1395. 


Directors. 


AssgTs. 
Chartered Bank of J. A. and Chin .- $ 33)904-57 
Cash in hand .. ss ase ies or 386.40 
Fire Insurance Policies _... 1,370-go 
Ground ... cee vee 60,0c0.0> 
Buildings was ds one « 40,600.00 
Furniture va nae Pr soe $4,070.92 
Electric Light Plant... ses: 2 4009.00 
Steam Launch... bis 2,000.00 
Wines in Stock 6,357-59 


Provisions in Stock ... * eo me ee $o720-55 











Bills receivable 768.64 

$319,179.16 

LIABILITIES. —_ 

Stock, 2,500 Share, at $100 as es wee $350,000.00 

Mortgage ee aaa oon oes eos ove ose «= 98S ,000.00 

Bills payable ... ase es se eee ae eos —-28,930-55 

$087,930.55 

Balance, Profit on 91,248.6x 

¢ $329,179.26 

Prorit anp Loss AccountT—DEc. 31ST, 1895. 
Dr. 

To General Expenses... wee soe $33,768.26 

To Fire Insurance 2,506.34 

To Interest sis eae <a is aes sae 663.61 

To Directors’ and Auditor’s Fees... ‘ve eee see goo.0o 

To Bad Debts written off ‘ < 198.33 


To Balance, Gross Profit $46,248.63 


Lesa written off for 


Google 


Dividend zo percent. ... .-. $a$ ,co0.00 
Carried forward to new account. 6,248.6: $32,248.62 46,348.61 


——“——— “eee ee eee 








$71,276.95 
Cr. 
By Balance, brought forward from June goth ... wee $10,000.00 
By Working Account... ise oe soe er . 6o,15x.62 
By Rent Account es . 70§.co 
By Share Transfer Fees re ee ove oh 20.00 
By Sales of old Material... si ooo te 400.34 
$72,976.95 


By Balance sees Ap 
E. & O. E. 


Yokohama, December gzst, 2895. 
. F, Lowper + 
AMES Wars, t Directors. 
I have examined the foregoing accounts and compared them 
with the vouchers of the Company, and certify them to be correct. 


O. Kau, Auditor. 


coo $ 6,248.62 


Yokohama, January zzth, 1896. 

Mr. Howls, in moving the adoption of the 
report and accounts, said thanks were due to the 
Directors and the Management for the highly 
satisfactory result of the half-year’s out-turn, 

Mr. WALTER seconded, 

‘The CHairman declared the motion carried and 
closed the meeting. 


LETTER FROM FORMOSA. 

eg Sot go. 

(From ourR Serciat CoRR&SPONDENT WITH 
THe JAPANESE ARMY.) 





Taipehfu, Formosa, January 15th, 1895. 

The rebellion of the last few days in Fo: mosa 
will no doubt give rise to all sorts of suppositions 
ov the part of people who know nothing of the 
island, its inhabitants, and the position occupied 
by the Japanese. ‘To that class, if they wish to 
be informed as to the true conditions of affairs in 
Formosa, it is above all necessary to understand 
the nature of the inhabitants with which Japan 
has to deal, 


The population of Formosa—who can estimate 
its peoples? In many districts of the Central and 
Eastern patts of the island, the ‘red headed” 
mau has not yet been seen, and the greater por- 
tion of the whole is almost unknown and at Jeast 
undescribed. 


It is here where the mountain sides have al- 
tained their valuable virgin forests, almost impas- 
sible with the intermingling undergrowth, the 
jungle of creeping vines, cattans, and innumer- 
able plants; where the plains and valleys are 
covered with tall grass, eight and ten feet in 
height, that we find the home of the Formosan 
savage, a being whose rank in life is determined 
by his success in bagging Chinese heads: It is 
not with this class that a statistician would look 
tor census returns, and were he desirous of 
gaining even aroughestimate and were he not 
adverse to a personal investigation, he would find 
himself mixed up in a bewildering chaos of 
tribes, bitterly opposed to each other and subject 
to countless jealousies, and were he to leave his 
newly made friends and attempt to penetrate 
into the territory of an enemy, the census retucns 
would, at least for the ‘red heads,” be reduced 
by one and that ‘“‘speedily.’’ By foreigners who 
have spent many years in Fotmosain close proxe 
imity to the savage territory, it is commonly 
thought that between two hundred and fifty thoue 
sand and three hundred thousand persons would 
come near the mark. But this number should 
scarcely be called au estimate, for there is so 
little upon which to base an estimate, Let uscall 
it a guess. I am safe in assuring the English 
journal, Fairplay, however, in its column ar- 
ticle on ersors regarding Formosa, that in stat- 
ing the savage population as two millions and a 
half it is making an assertion that would do 
credit to the most brilliant imagination of a Chi 
nese. Incidently I might also enlighten this writer 
with the information that Tamsui harbour has 
been entered by steamships for a good many 
yeats, tegardless of its statement that only junks 
could enter, 


The Western half of the island, and the Northern 
and Southern districts, which are the only portions 
of the island thoroughly explored, are thickly settled 
by Chinese and a considerable number of civilized 
aborigines, The population is estimated at two 
and a half millions and the calculation does not 
appear excessive; in fact, considering the great 
increase of Chinese from the mainland during the 
last few years, pethaps two hundred and fifty 
thousand could be safely added. It is true that 
the Japanese flag flies in name over the whole 
island, but it isonly in the last mentioned districts 
that any attempt to govern has been made, either 
by the Chinese or their successors. 


Jan. 25, 1896.] 
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Since the arrival of the Japanese, the meetings 
with the savages, of which there have been many, 
have all been of the most friendly nature, and the 
glee of these people at being released from the 
constant persecution of the Chinese, has led them 
to look upon the Japanese as their benefactors. 
The savages have always been friendly with the 
foreigners o¢ ‘ted heads” as they call them, and 
unless the Japanese make some blunder in deal- 
ing with these people they will continue so. Re- 
pardiless of the cepurts in different papers, some 
of which insisted upon cepresenting the Hakkas as 
the savage aborigines, I repeat, there have been 
no conflicts or even disagicements of any kind 
between the Japanese and these wild men of the 
hills. 


Forinosa when opened for Chinese settlement, 
with its great resources, and its miles of wild 
land that offered retreats where, to a cet- 
tain extent the laws of the Empire could be 
evaded, was looked upon as the Eldorado of 
China. These considerations which attracted 
so large a number of settlers, strongly tended to 
make it the abode of a race of outlaws—thieves 
and swiadlers—who had been obliged to fly from 
their country. When once they reached For- 
mosa they retired to the distant hills, and there 
lived without constraint, not dreading the aveng- 
ing arm of justice. These were the men who, 
heading rebellions, so often disturbed the peace of 
the island. Inu many cases the colonists entered 
into close compacts, and by combining together 
frequently defied the power of the mandacins. 
When, however, they were in danger of being 
driven to submission and were convinced of their 
wesakuess, they either yielded quietly or betook 
themselves to the mountains, where they associated 
with the lawless class, who inhabited those re. 
treats. When a fit opportunity arrived for taking 
revenge they descended wpow their oppressors, 
and the Government forces were often defeated. 
The Chinese officials had never succeeded in put- 
ing down entirely these bands of outlaws, whose 
strongholds in former days were almost impregn- 
able. Consequently, we find to this day the homes 
of the rich men throughout the island were con. 
structed with more of the idea of a fortress than 
aresidence. ‘The policy of bribing the chiefs to 
submission, and of making a few helpless and 
often innocent wretches the victims of their wrath, 
s0 common among the Chinese, has been tepeat- 
edly and for the time most successfully, adopted. 
While the Japanese were in Noth Formosa, to 
such an extent were robberies carried on throughout 
the country, that many of the villages paid regular 
toll to the bandits, and one foreigner who was ori- 
ginally engaged in disthibuting religious tracts in 
Japan while at one of the interior villages was 
forced to “shell out” twenty dollars a month as 
his share, in return for which the banditti agreed 
to make the village their head-quarters and keep 
all other robbers out. ; 

Of late years, the Chinese Government ruled 
over the peacefully inclined Chinese with all the 
tyranny and abuse that characterises the Go- 
vernment on the mainland, but politically inflict- 
ed no more law on the hillmen then they thought 
they could safely stand. Perhaps of any class 
excepting the savages, the Hakkas caused the 
most annoyance. They principally lived near the 
savage border where they were engaged in track- 
ing the savages in the most dastardly manner, 
with the accompanying pastime of mutual exter- 
mination, One thing to be said in favour of the 
Chinese in Formosa is that they have always 
been more friendly to foreigners there than their 
kinsmen on the mainland. 

Upon the arrival of GE fl tac ae there 
were stationed throughout Formosa about eighty 
thousand Chinese soldiers, consisting of at least 
thirty thousand men from Canton, Hunan, and 
Swatow, the scum and refuse of the Empire, and 
the remainder native local levies in which the bad 
characters of the island predominated. 

It was well known both here and on the main- 
land that criminals had been released to go to 
Formosa and fight, and even the leaders of the local 
levies were in some instances outlaws with a price 
on their heads on the mainland. That the majority 
of these ex-soldiers are still in the island cannot be 
doubted, Of the native levies probably they are 
heretoaman. Of the mainland troops of thirty 
thousand, eight thousand from north, and five 
thousand from south, Formosa were sent by the 
Japanese to the mainland. This leaves eighteen 
thousand to be accounted for. Perhaps five 
thousand were killed in battle, a few, a very few, 
escaped by junks. After the capture of Kelung 
the majority escaped inland, and those, with the 
exception of the few who were killed by the local 
Chinese along the way, joined the forces scattered 
in the villages throughout the South. 

During the last of the revolution, when the 
Chinese troops were being forced towards Anping 


by the Japanese forces North and South, they, with 
the exception of the five thousand ‘' Black Flags” 
who surrendered, retreated into the interior, The 
villages in the hill districts and off the beaten 
tracks, had to suffer, for upon them were thrown 
these runaway soldiers, who, having formed in 
bands, spread terror among the sespectable Chi- 
nese who were forced to give them food and shelter 
aud even assist them in their fiendish raids on 
defenceless villages, and, during the months of 
November and December, these bands uniting 
with the Hakkas, made it warm in several in- 
stances for reconnoitering parties of Japanese. 

Several thousand workers in the camphor dis- 
tricts, who previously to the acrival of the Japanese 
had, for a year, profited by the preparations for war, 
which absorbed all the attention of the Chinese offi- 
cials, were thus enabled to carry on their labours 
with their own sweet will, considering taxes as 
part of thepast. The Japanese have been thorougti+ 
ly investigating the camphor industry, but as yet 
the method of controlling it has vot been complet- 
ly determined. Meanwhile, those who possess 
documents showing that they were allowed form- 
ally by the Chinese to engage in the camphor busi- 
Ness, are now generously permitted to continue, 
but the Jarge number of Chinese who have been 
working without permission now expect to be 
turned out of the district, and no doubt have 
aided in any rebellion against Japanese au- 
thority. The Chinese have, on a few occasions, 
been subject to false arrests, seizures of property, 
etc., by the Japanese petty officials, who being un- 
familiar with the Chinese charactec take the lying 
and misrepresentation of the Chinese under tial 
as sigus of guilt. Every old resident in China 
knows that its people havea facility for mixing 
themselves up in an almost increditable manner, 
although even when by following the facts a case 
would have been such as must have resulted in 
telease. When these cases are brought before 
the higher officials, the mistake is at once correct- 
ed, but meanwhile the Chinese have been subject- 
ed to one long drawn out nightmare in which the 
executioner’s sword, plays a prominent part, for 
they are incapable of comprehending that any 
Government could rule in a manner contrary to 
the cruelty and injustice of their own, 


The Japanese coolies and soldiers naturally 
have not much love for the Chinese, and one can 
scarcely blame them, but unfortunately when out of 
range of the officers’ eyes, they make it disapreeable 
for the Chinese in many ways. Itis a great mis- 
fortune that the praiseworthy efforts of the higher 
officials, who have the welfare of all Formosans so 
much at heart, should be thwarted by the blunders 
of petty officials, and the ill-treatment of the Chi- 
nese by the soldiers aud coolies. 


Thus with the Chinese ex-soldiers who have 
found the lucrative profession of a brigand more 
to theic heart than the glory of a soldiec’s; the 
Hakkas, whose highest ambition in life is to make 
trouble and kill savages—that is when they can 
do it without personal danger—the large num- 
bers of coolies, the scum of the island, and added 
to these the occasional Chinese, who have a real 
or fancied grievance against the Japanese, 
we find a force of considerable numbers, which, 
if united, would be able to greatly annoy the 
Japanese by making unexpected attacks on the 
weaker garrisons, and tetreating as usual when 
re-inforcements arrived. But here] must impress 
the reader with the fact that peaceful Chinese, the 
landowners, the farmers, in fact, all who have pro- 
perty, are not found among this class except as 
they are sometimes forced to aid them, and 
that there ace two hundred and fifty peaceful 
Chinese where there is one rebel. Nevertheless, 
the Japanese cannot afford to have a thousand 
troops scattered throughout every district, neither 
can they allow the peaceful Chinese to be mu- 
dered and plundered. General Oshima has arrived 
with three thousand troops, and it should be his 
duty to see that this class of rebels and bandits 
are cleared out of Formosa. The whole island, 
with the exception of the savage territory, must be 
throughly traversed, those who surrender should 
not be allowed to return to their retreats, as has 
been the policy of the Japanese in the past, but 
must be banished to the mainland, those who 
resist—they must take the consequences, If the 
Japanese have any regard for the future peace 
and prosperity of the island I hope that the 
country will be so thoroughly scoured that this class 
of opponents will find out that the Government of 
Japan is one which protects its people. 
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LETIER FROM ST. LOUIS, 
—_——_—______ 
(FRom our OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 25th, 1895. 

Toeday is Christmas day, and Americans have 
invested enough during the past two weeks for 
presents to buy up some of the small Repub- 
lics. Multiplied millions of dollars have been 
spent in this way and nobody has been hurt. 
Some of our St. Louis jewelry and diamond 
houses have had daily sales of something like 
$50,000 during the past two weeks to the retail. 
Neasly every family had a Christmas-tree, and not 
a child but was visited by Old Santa Claus. 
Amid the much and oftecepeated avowals on the 
part of some that this is not a Christian country in 
practice, the scenes of to-day place a fit denial. 
Only a week ago we had another practical illus- 
tration of this at the State University (Missouri). 
Some of the students of that institution conceived 
the idea of inviting the great infidel, Bob. Ingersoll, 
to deliver an address before the graduating class. 
The suggestion stirred up such a howl of indigna- 
tion that the President of the University was forced 
to come out with a public avowal that the infidel 
orator would not be invited, explaining and saying 
that the evident signs of the times point to a more 
sacred and reverential recognition of religion. 

As predicted in my last letter, the National 
Republican Convention will meet in St. Louis, on 
June 16th, 1896. There is very little room to doubt 
that this Convention will nominate the next Pree 
sident of the United States, as the sentiment of 
the country is overwhelmingly Republican, Local 
sentiment is in favour of Governor McKinley for 
President, but to forecast who will be the nominee, 
would be nothing more than ‘guess work,’ of 
course. It is now expected that the National 
Demociatic Convention will also he held here, 
but this has not been definitely settled, and the 
National Convention of the People’s Party or 
Populists, will meet herein the early summer. So 
we will have all the Conventions in our great and 
enterprising metropolis. 

The tcial of Dr. Hearne, of Hanibal, Mo., at 
Bowling Green, Mo., last week for the murder of 
Millionare Amos Stilwell three years ago, has 
been the greatest sensation of the season. The 
trial lasted during eleven days, resulting in a 
verdict of not guilty.” The State attempted to 
show that Dr, Hearne was intimate with Mis. 
Stilwell, wife of the murdered man, and that 
they jointly conspired to murder Stilwell so that 
they might marry, which they afterwards did. 
The couple moved to California, and while there 
the San Francisco Chronicle printed derogatory 
statements about them, and Dr. Hearne entered 
suit against the paper fur $200,000 damages. 
The paper put a detective to work on the case and 
had them jointly indicted for murder in the first 
degree. Now Dr. Hearne will push his libel suit. 
After the trial Mrs. Hearne was released on a 
$5,000 bail, but it is not*likely that the case will 
be pushed further, since the first trial resulted in 
the acquittal of her husband. 

H.M. Matsumoto, a Japanese student, from 
Kansei Gakuin, Kobe, enrolled as a student at 
Central College, Fayette, Mo., last week. Several 
Japanese have been educated at this institution, 
some of whom have returned to enter mission 
work. 

Capt. G. W. Conner, of the Japan Mail Steam- 
ship Company, was in St. Louis last week, on his 
way to Everett, Mass., his native place. While 
in St. Louis he was interviewed on the subject of 
Japan’s competition for American trade. Of late 
there have been repeated rumours to the effect 
that gigantic deals are on foot by which sundry 
articles necessary in daily life here are to the im- 
ported from Japan. Capt. Conner predicts that 
Japan would become the manufactering centre of 
the world, and cited as a foundation for his opinion 
that already Japan controlled the trade in several 
articles of manufacture in the Orient. Again the 
Japanese, he said, are making sole-leather trunks 
for one half the price for which the same article 
can be bought in Europe. One thing is certain, 
the war with China has done much in bringing 
things Japanese into great favour, and, if for no- 
thing more, it will in the end bea paying thing 
for Japan. 

The talk of war with England over the Vene- 
zuela boundary has been an all-absorbing theme 
for the past several days. Patriotic hymns have 
been sung, flags displayed, and many practical 
steps taken for a probable conflict. Some of our 
leading papers have run at the head of the front 
pages the flag, and beneath gave the details of the 
coming war, It appears sometimes that Ameri- 
cans ate void of patriotism, especially in political 
campaigns, but the sound of the first drum cures 
every bickering and our 60,000,000 inhabitants 
stand as one man for “‘ the Land of the Brave and 
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the Free.” But better thoughts have made our 
greatest men pause before plunging the two a 
Christian nations into a dreadful conflict. 
now the general impression is that there will be 
no war with England and we well liveon in peace. 
It may safely be predicted that England and the 
United States will haveno war. Russia, it is said, 
has signified itself as being ready to aid America 
in the conftict, but for us, the prosperity we enjoy 
under the Stars and Stripes, is for more valued 
than the interests in athousand foreign Republics. 


I 
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MISS BLOXHAM'S CONCERT. 


——_——_—————_——_ 


Miss Bloxham and all the participants in Satur- 
day evening’s Concert are to be heartily cong: atu- 


lated on the huge success attending their efforts. 
Seldom has a more delightful programme been 
submitted by amateurs within the walls of the 
‘ Public Hall; on this point there must be complete 
unanimity of opinion. To the great regret of 
everybody, two of the ladies who were down 
for important numbers were unable to appear, 
Mrs. Mollison on account of influenza, and 
Mes. Herb through severe indisposition, General 
sympathy was extended to both ladies and a 
hope expressed that they will soon be restored to 


health again. The gaps thus made in the program- 


me were not allowed to remain unfilled, however, 
Miss Divers readily consenting to take Mrs. 
Mollison’s place in the 
line, come;” and Mrs. Grésser appeared in 
No. 3 of the second half, giving a charming 
German lied in the place of the Cavatina from 
‘1! Bacbiere di Siviglia” which Mrs. Mollison 
had intended § singing. Exercising a wise 
discretion, the various performers declined the 


hearty encores that were accorded them, except 


in two instances, and in both the recall was 


undeniable. Space, we regret to say, does not- 
allow us to describe the concert in detail; but some 
The opening quar- 


numbers call for attention. 
tette, “Come, Madeline, come,” au old Swabian 
inelody, in which Miss Divers, Mrs. Read, Mr. 


Nicholas, aud Mr. Ginn appeared, was particular- 


ly pleasing, and the singers were recalled: they 
bowed their acknowledgements. 
fairy wand ’—from “ Maritana "—in which Miss 


Lloyd Thomas appeared with Mr. Wileman, the so- 


prano was heard to great advantage. Miss Thomas 
is steadily advancing toward technical perfection 


and her voice is developing into fuller melody: more 
especially is this noticeable when rendering Italian 
opera. Her two selections from “La Figlia del 
Reggimento ” were splendid triumphs of vocaliza- 


tion and musical achievement. ‘The Venetian 


Boat Song,’”’ by Miss Divers and Mrs. Read, was 


another item prettily given, and warmly received, 


as also was the Trio, “Turn on, Old Time,’’— 


Mrs. Walter, Mr. Nicholas and Mr. Ginn, the 
latter being a welcome addition to the local con- 
cert-platform. A double trio was introduced 
in the second 


the Forest,” was the most taking, and the last 
verse had to be repeated in deference to the per- 
sistent demands of the house. Mrs. James Walter 
scored a decided success in Meyerber’s ‘* Nobil 
Signor,” and the duet by Mrs. Campbell and 
Mc. Nicholas, " Zuleika and Hassan,” was very 
nice. Mr. Nicholas, we are glad to find, is gra- 
dually losing his nervousness, thus allowing his 
voice to be heard to better effect. ‘I'wo solos of 
Bellini’s, “Ah! non credea, nurarti,” and “ Ah! 
non‘giunge,” by Mrs. Campbell caused a pe: fect 
furore, and the sweet singer had to return and re- 
peat a verse of the rondo. We venture to think that 
Mrs. Campbell has never produced a finer effect 
than in this last selection, her voice is truer than 
ever. The instrumental selections throughout the 
evening were each and all of high quality: for her 
accompaniment to the ite Allegro Bril- 
liante of Schumaun’s, Miss Poole teceived two 
handsome baskets of flowers: they were well 
deserved. Mrs. Doering and Miss Loring ac. 
companied the various vocal pieces, and the latter 
also gave a Polonaise by Weber, arranged by 
Liszt, that proved very charming. The Band 
of H.M.S. Edgar gave an overture and an 
interlude during the evening, the latter consisting 
of selections from the ‘“ Cavalleria Rusticana.” 
In the course of these the well-known Intermezzo 
was introduced and splendidly rendered : so much 
so that the Bandmaster, Sig. Nifosi, was recalled 
and had to bow his thanks. At the close of 
the concert Miss Bloxham was called, and amid 
loud cheering a basket of flowers was presented to 
her: a pretty gift fittingly bestowed. 








So} 


uartette, “ Come, Made- 


In the duet “Of 


half, the singers being Miss 
Varnum, Miss Poole, Miss Sale, Miss Meier, 
Mrs. Kleinwort, and Mrs. Read. Of the two 
bracketed selections, the second, Abt’s ‘‘ Away to 
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at stake in the shacks’ |fin supper trade, the 
opium and samshu dens, brothels, etc. These 
vested interests, coupled with advocacy of prin- 
ciples, such as liberty of the subject and equality 
of rights between races, have won the day against 
the police. Some of the Chinese agitators have 
given utterance to such seditious remarks that the 
Governor found it necessary to gravely warn them, 
and I believe apologies and retractalions were the 
order of the day, but in private, for Jolin China- 
man will manage tv ‘save his face” somehow. 
So the regulations have been modified to death, 
and it is another victory for the Oriental over the 
batbarian. One of the greatest points urged 
against any aitempt al real representative governe 
ment in Hongkong is that it could hardly be 
managed without giving over control to the Chi- 
nese, but to my mind that is no argument, as they 
have all the power already. It is just a year 
since they tried to coerce the Government by 
means of a general strike of labourers, because 
the sanitary supervision of coolie-barracoons did 
not suit them; and the authorities were deserved- 
ly congratulated on the way in which they fought 
and conquered this time-honoured bugbear. But 
apparently the power of the ignorant masses is as 
strong as ever. 


The Courrier d'’Hatphong has celebrated its 
thousandth anniversary ” (a misnomer for which 
Lam not responsible; what the Courrier means is 
that it has issued a thousand times, not like the 
Pekin Gasette so many years) by putting outa 
handsome quarto publication full of the history of 
the Colony, with photographs showing its growth, 
The workmanship (this is why I mention it) while 
very good for a place like Haiphong, and far ahead 
of anything ever yet done in Hongkong to my 
knowledge, would simply wot pass muster at all 


SOUTH CHINA. 
——__—__—_—_—_—- 
[From ouR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 





















































































Hongkong, January 14th, 

There has been a long and bitter struggle be- 
tween the Govecument and the Chinese (supported 
by certain members of the Government against the 
rest) over the question of night traffic in the streets 
of the city. There is an Ordinance empowering 
the Governor to issue orders at any time he may 
choose, prohibiting all Chinese from going about 
in the streets at night without alight and a pass. 
This Ordinance has been allowed to fall into abey- 
ance at different times, and has been as often re- 
vived temporarily. In ordinary times the law was 
only enforced in the case of suspicious characters 
or known evildoers against whom no specific 
offence could be proved; these if caught loafing 
about the streets at night were arrested and im- 
prisoned on conviction of being abroad without 
light or pass, a technical offence which honest 
folk were allowed to commit with impunity. But 
last November there were symptoms of a sudden 
revival of activity in the criminal world. In the first 
place, the approach of the Chinese New Year is 
always attended with danger, for all debts have to 
be paid then by hook or by crook, and a China- 
man after giving ‘‘ Hook ’’ a trial for eleven 
months is very apt in his extremity to try the 
Crook.” ‘hat is one reason why the fire statis- 
tics always show more shops burnt down in 
the first cold month than in all the rest, and always 
the insured shops predominate. The poorer 
classes have no property on which to raise the 
needful ont of a confiding German Insurance 
Office, and so the debtor has to try some other 
method of making money, as the old proverb 


has it, “honestly if ye can, but make it.’ [io Japan: the photographs are too blurred, and 
Thus it is the sule in China that crime always all very dark—some quite black. In photography 
increases in winter, as it does in even the] at any rate Japan is an easy leader. 


most civilised countries, the difference being that 
in other countries the increase is kept up until the 
weather becomes less cruel to the poor, whereas in 
China the pressure only lasts till the great annual 
day of reckoning. This winter the menace to law 
and order was the more serious by teason of two 
special circumstances, first the death of the For- 
mosa Republic, and secondly the stifling of the 
abortive insurrection at Canton, both of which 
produced a large crop of poverty-stricken re- 
fugees, mostly concentrating in Hongkong. ‘Thus 
in October and Novetnber the “submerged tenth” 
of this Colony was augmented wnprecedentedly, 
and the Police knew and feared. Then came the 
news in November that a band of daring robbers 
had by a carefully conceived and boldly executed 
plan lifted $12,000, about dinner-time, from an 
opium trader in the very heart of the City. It 
was observed at once that the date coincided 
exactly with that of a still more desperate 
outrage in one of the principal Chinese streets, 
Wing-lok Street, a year ago, when a policeman 
was killed ; and it was assumed, not unnaturally, 
that a regular series of such crimes was being 
inaugurated. So the Ordinance about night 
passes and lights was revived, and most strictly 
enforced. Immediately there was a wonderful 
change in the police records; for the first week 
there was not a single cognplaint made at 
the Station as to a theft of even the most 
trivial article. But many of the respectable 
Chinese objected strenuously; they thought it 
infra dig. to be carrying alamp, and they peti- 
tioned the Government, with all the arguments 
they could. They urged that the light was only 
required at the time of passing the Ordinance be. 
cause the streets were then imperfectly illuminat- 
ed, and that therefore there was no longer any 
reason forthe regulation, ‘They were told in reply 
that the light was required not for the purpose of 
illuminating the streets, but as a check on its 
bearer, wlio could not so easily do evil deeds in 
the dark if he had a shining “conscience” to carry 
in bis hand. A stationary light in the depths of a 
dark alley would indicate the presence, otherwise 
unsuspected, of someone who loitered in the night 
instead of going about his business. Then the 
Chinese put in a plea for copious exemptions on 
tue ground of respectability, but they were told 
that in the dark it is impossible to tell one sort of 
a Chinaman from another, especially at a dis- 
tance, and that if exemptions were allowed the 
lawbreakers would be all the more difficult to de- 
tect. Then the Chinese complained that the trade 
of the night restaurants, suppet-rooims, and sing- 
ingegirls was seriously hampered by the diminu- 
tion of the night prowlers, for many employers re- 
fused to get passes for their employées, preferring 
to make them stay indoors; in fact, most of the 
influential Chinese were glad to find their clerks 


I hear on authority, which cannot well be ques- 
tioned, that the long-looked-for opening of the 
West River is at last secured, as a part of the 
penalty China has to pay Britain for ceding to 
France that famous ‘ Buffer State”? of Rose- 
bery's, which China had promised not to cede. 
This game of diplomacy is amusing indeed. The 
Sinophiles talk knowingly of the subtle Chinese 
playing off one Power against the other and mak. 
ing capital out of international jealousies, while all 
the time it is the Powers that are playing into 
each other’s hand and making capital out of 
China’s very duplicity. It is usual to sympathise 
with the fool who loses his money at a thimble-rig, 
and to denounce the villains who make the profit; 
but China insists on doing business that way, and 
there is no help for it. No doubt the Son of 
Heaven (rightly named in the sense that he lives 
in a fool’s paradise) fancied himself doing a clever 
stroke of business in playing off Russia and the 
test against Japan; but it will be sure (to my 
mind) to turn out that it was all China’s loss, and 
there will not even be the poor satisfaction of have 
ing injured Japan in return for the expense of 
buying European aid, for whatever advantages 
are extorted out of China will accrue equally 
undec the ‘most favoured uation” clause to 
Japan, to be by her turned to more profit than any 
other country bas (he natural facility to acquire, 
and certainly more than the possession of the 
Liaotung Peninsula could ever have brought. 
Similarly, no doubt, the Emperor Kwang-hsu or 
his advisers—he himself is nothing but a figure- 
head, and not much at that—thought it a smart 
thing to choke off British insistence by promising 
to hold the “ Buffer State ” neutral, and then choke 
off the French by letting them take it and settle 
up with Britain as they liked, so long as they did 
not come bothering the Tsung-li Yamén about it 
again—anything for a quiet life. And vow it is 
settled to the satisfaction of Britain and France, 
just as if it had all been a preconcerted dodge to 
lead China into a trap. 

According to my information, the preliminaries 
are quite settled beyond any danger of further 
procrastination, and there is nothing more to do 
but arrange certain matters of detail, The open- 
ing of the West River is a matter of vital interest 
to Hongkong and South China, but only in an 
indirect way will it affect Japan, so I will not 
touch on the general points. The terms of the 
agreement are much the same as those with regard 
to the Yangtse in principle, the differences being 
a few purely local ones. The transit pass question 
of course is largely involved, and this has not 
yet been completely disposed of under the new 
agreement. 

First of all there will be a rush of traders, and 
those who are first inthe field will no doubt do 
well for a time ; Japan as well as any, for there is 
and servants thus kept out of mischief and taught {no discrimination sgainst Japanese on account of 
to shun the haunts of dissipation. On the other| the war: the people in the South do not know 
hand, many rich Chinese had large interests" much about it, and care less. The cotton trade 
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ought to have a big boom, for the moment at any 
tate, and the Japanese vuglit to bestir themselves 
in good time to profit by it, for their goods can 
now (as soon as the opening is an accomplished 
fact) get up the country very much cheaper. The 
special advantage to Japanese in pioneer trading 
in China is that they can adapt themselves to the 
conditions of life among up-country Chinese better 
than Europeans can, and they will thus save 
greatly in initial expense and discomfort ; and they 
ought to have less difficultly in learning the lan- 
guage, though I am not sure that that advantage 
shows up much in the other parts of China as it 
should. 

After the first few months, I cannot help think 
ing the gilt will come off the gingerbread. I do 
not think the West River is all it is believed to be. 
Kwangtung Province is rich and resourceful 
enough, but Kwangsi appears from all I have 
learnt to be a very abomination of desolation, with 
no towns to speak of and only very small and far- 
distant villages, poor in the extreme. And the 
river is by no wneans as navigable as the general 
idea seems to have it. There will, however, be 
Certainly a big demand for small steam craft—in 
fact there is alreadyeand [ do not know 
enough of Japan to understand why she has not 
yet come to the front asa builder of small craft 
far the whole East. I believe there is capital 
enough, and there is certainly every facility in the 
way of men and material for supplying her own 
wanis in this line, but nothing seems to have been 
done abroad. All the river boats and launches 
China has are of foreign origin, Hongkong or 
Shanghai in most cases, or built there by Chinese. 
In this port ace about a score of native establish 
ments manned exclusively by trained Chinese who 
have been employed in the greater dockyards. 
The industry is bound to grow by leaps and 
bounds, and Japan should take the hint. 


The steamship Bosnington has turned up here 
after all, in a truly terrible plight. Afier being 
neatly forty days out from Yokohama on a short 
run like that to Kobe, it was considered out of the 
question that she would ever be seen again. She 
tooked pitifully grotesque as she was towed into 
Hongkong last Satusday forenoon—funnel gone, 
boats gone, davits smashed, tacle gone, deck torn 
and battered aud dismantled, and the hulk all on 
one side. She looked so dilapidated and weather- 
beaten that at first sight it looked as if her rescuer, 
the Boynton, must have fished her up from the 
bottom, On the night after leaving Yokohama 
she was so badly tossed about (flying light) that 
her boiler broke loose from its bed, and it seemed 
a hopeless case from the first. The wonder is that 
the boiler in its erratic pranks did not go through 
the ship’s bottom or side. The crew would certainly 
have had to leave her and take to the boats, 
but unfortunately there were no boats to leave 
in, for one was smashed and one carried away 
in attempts at launching, and the funnel in 
falling overboard had carried away one and 
damaged the other lifeboat. So there was tno- 
thing to do but stay on the steamer until she 
should go down—which she didn’t, thanks to an 
almost miraculous providence. The crew made 
the best use of their time in building a raft, a 
really fine structure, and in patching up the ship. 
The boiler in rolling about had made such awful 
rents in the sides and ends of the stoke-hold that 
there was no possibility of doing anything there; 
the only hope was to prevent the bulkheads giving 
way and the rest of the ship being filled with 
water, The men had to work in the flooded stoke- 
hold until the boiler could be fixed, though as they 
worked every moment threatened to be their last. 


Then the bulkhead between the after hold and |. 


the stokehold was found giving way, with the 
pressure of water and the battering of wreckage; 
and in order to repair that, men had to go down 
aud strip the shaft-tunnel of plates to add strength 
to the bulkhead. Then the ship had drifted by 
this time into mid-Pacific, past the Bonins, and 
she had to be got back into the track of traffic 
somehow; steam she could nol, and sail she had 
not, for in the extremity of danger with the boiler 
adrift every scrap of canvas had been used to pre- 
vent sudden and total dismemberment and disin- 
tegration (good old electioneering phrase!). So 
sail had to be extemporised out of tarpaulins, 
saloon carpets, and miscellaneous contributions. 
The Bonnington managed to crawl back west- 
ward to the China coast, at the record pace of 
about 2 knots an hour, or say 350 miles a week— 
her biggest day’s run was 57 miles. The Bonin, 
Looclioo, and Miaco islands are all simply brist- 
ling with coral reefs, but the Bonnington came 
right through, and plodded along until last Thurs- 
day evening, when the welcome light—oh, how 
welcome it must have been—of the Boynton was 
sighted and men at their last gasp from super- 
human exertions, want of food, and the suspense 
of an imminent and awful death staring them in 


the face day and night and every hour of the time 
for over four weeks—no wonder that these men 
laughed and cried and raved as in a delirium 
when they found themselves as it were drawn back 
to earth from the very bottom of the grave ! 


Z7HE GOVERNMENT'S REPORT TO 


THE DIET. 
ac et 
No. 27. 
[TRANSLATION. ] 

Their Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan. 

EXCELL&NCIBS—I ‘egret to have to inform 
Your Excellencies that owing to the lamentable 
event which occurred when I was returning from 
the conference this afternoon, it will not be pos- 
sible for me to attend in person the conference 
fixed for to-morrow at ten o'clock a.m. 

I have therefore to inform Your Excellencies 
that Li Ching-fong will, by my direction, wait 
upon Your Excellencies at the appointed hour 
above named, and I have to request Your Excel- 
lencies to hand to Li Ching-fong, for delivery to 
me, the memorandum containing the conditions 
of peace as proposed by Japan, and which Your 
Excellencies promised to deliver to me at that time. 

I need hardly assure Your Excellencies that I 
will give to the promised memorandum my prompt 
and careful attention, and I hope that within a 
brief period I shall be able to resume the con- 
ferences with Your Excellencies. 

I renew to Your Excellencies the assurance of 
my distinguished consideration. 

Li HunG-cHANG (L.S.) 
Ambassador Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Emperor of China. 

Shimonoseki, March 24th, 1895, Kuang Hsia 

21st year, 2nd month, 28th day. 


No. 28. 


[ TRANSLATION. ] 
His Excellency the Plenipotentiary His Majesty 
the Emperor of China. 

EXCELLENCY,—We had the honour to receive 
Your Excellency’s note of yesterday, in which, 
owing to the lamentable event which prevents 
Your Excellency from attending the conference 
appointed for this morning, Your Excellency re- 
guests us to hand to Councillor Li, for delivery to 
Your Excellency, the memorandum containing the 
conditions of peace proposed by Japan. 

Immediately upon learning of the deplorable ins 
cident which gave rise to Your Excellency’s re- 
quest, we both called at Your Excellency’s cesi- 
dence to make enquiries regarding Your Excel- 
lency’s condition and to express our deep sorrow 
at the cruel and wanton attack upon Your Excel- 
lency. 

We can assure Your Excellency that the senti- 
ments we expressed on that occasion are shared 
by the whole Empire of Japan, 

We shall, in deference to Your Excellency’s ce- 
quest, communicate with Councillor Li regarding 
the pending negotiations, but the necessity of 
reporting to His Imperial Majesty, in the first 
place, the circumstances attending the regrettable 
occurrence of which Your Excellency was the 
victim, will render some litte delay indispensable. 
As soon, therefore, as we are able to make any 
communication on the subject, we shall at once 
acquaint Councillor Li of the fact. 

Again tendering to Your Excellency an expres- 
sion of our deep regret at the painful event, we 
beg to assure Your Excellency of our distinguish- 
ed consideration, 

Count Ito HiroBuM1, 
Viscount Mutsu MuNngEMITSuU, 
His Imperial Majesty’s Plenipo- 
tentiaries. 

Shimonoseki, the 25th day, of the 3rd month, of 

the 28th year of Meiji. 


No. 29. 
[TRANSLATION]. 

Their Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan. 

XCBLLENCIES—I have the honour to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of Your Excellencies’ note of 
yesterday’s date, in which you tender the expres- 
sion of your deep regiet at the lamentable event 
which made necessary my note of yesterday, and 
explain the circumstances which require some 
little delay in complying with the request contain- 
ed therein, 

I was greatly touched by the personal visit of 
Your Excellencies to my lodgings to inquire as to 
my condition, and by the earnest expression of 
your deep regret at the act from which I am now 
suffering. 

I desire also to make profound acknowledge- 
ment of the sympathy manifested by His Majesty 
Your August Sovereign; of the tender thought- 
fulness of Her Majesty the Empress in hastening 
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to send articles prepared by Her Majesty’s own 
hand to assuage my wound, and of the despatch 
to my telief of His Majesty’s physicians. I have 
great hupes that, through their skill and the other 
measures dictated by Your Excellencies for my 
comfort, I shall soon be relieved from pain, and be 
able with restored health to make a more formal 
recognition of my great appreciation of Their 
Majesties’ sympathy and succour. 

The explanation which Your Excellencies give 
for the brief delay in delivering to me the pro- 
mised conditions of peace is entirely satisfactory: 
but I shall await with deep interest the :eceipt of 
the document which so greatly concerns the wel- 
fare of my country. 

With heartfelt gratitude, I reassure Your Ex- 
cellencies of my distinguished consideration, 

Li Hun@-CHANG (L.S.) 
Ambassador Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Eimperor of China. 

Shimonoseki, March 26th, 1895, Kuang Hst 

aist Year 3rd month rst day. 


No. 30. 

Rescript issued by His Majesty the Emperor of 
Japan with regard to attack on the Chinese 
Plenipotentiary. 

(Already published.) 


No. 31. 

His Imperial Majesty, in view of the deplor- 
able occurrence of the 24th instant, which I need 
scarcely assure Your Excellency occasioned His 
Majesty deep grief, has commanded His Plenipo- 
tentiaries now to consent to an unconditional 
armistice for a definite period and within certain 
defined limits, which was at first denied by 
the Imperial Japanese Government. My col- 
league Count Ito, as Your Excellency is aware, is 
now absent from Shimonoseki, but I shall be pre- 
pared, at any time which may be convenient to 
Your Excellency, to enter upon an examination 
and adjustment of the necessary details, with a 
view to the early conclusion of a convention of 
armistice. 


No, 32. 


[DRAFT OF PROPOSED ARMISTICE. ] 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, having, in 
view of the untoward event which temporarily 
interrupted the pending negotiations for peace, 
commanded His Plenipotentiaries to consent to a 
temporary armistice. 

The undersigned Plenipotentiary of His Majesty 
the Emperor of Japan and Plenipotentiary of His 
Majesty the Emperor of China, have concluded 
the following Convention of Armistice :— 

Article I.—The Imperial Japanese Government 
agree to an Armistice between the Armies of 
Japan and China in the field, excepting in respect 
of the Expeditionary Forces operating in and 
about Formosa and the Pescadores. 

Article I11.—The two Governments engage, dur- 
ing the existence of this Convention, not to extend, 
perfect, or advance their attacking works, or to 
reinforce or in anywise to strengthen either for 
offensive or defensive operation, their confront- 
ing military lines. But this engagement shall not 
prevent either Government from making any new 
distribution or arrangement of troops not intended 
lo augment or strengthen the armies now actually 
in the field and engaged in active military 
operations. 

Article I1.—The Japanese forces in the pro- 
vince of Sheng-king shall, during the continuance 
of this Armistice, remain within the line drawn 
through Ten-chawanetai, Aneshan-ten, Len-shan- 
kwan, Sai-ma-chi, Kwan-ten-shen, and Chang- 
ten-shen. The Chinese forces in the said province 
shall not approach within the distance of ten 
Japanese vt of the above described line. 

Article [V.—The movement of troops, and the 
transportation of military supplies and all other 
contraband of war by sea shall be subject to the 
ordinary rules of war and shall consequently be 
liable to hostile capture. 

Article V.—The two Governments shal! enforce 
this armistice from (hour) (day) after the signature 
of the present Convention, and they shall give the 
necessary orders for an Armistice to their Come 
mandeis.in-Chief by the quickest available means. 

Article ViI.—-This Armistice shall terminate 
without notice on either side, at midnight oun the 
16th day of the 4th month of the 28th year of 
Meyi, coiresponding to... If in the 
meantime the depending negotiations for peace 
ate broken off, this Armistice shall in that case 
terminate at the same time such negotiations 
cease. 

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries of 
Japan and China have hereunto set their hands 
and affixed their seals. 

Done at Shimonoseki, Japan, this ...... day of 
the ,..... month of the 28th year of Mess corre- 
sponding LO ceccccccsvcccces . 

(10 BB CONTINUED.) 


FOOTBALL. 


_—___._@——__—_—- 
THE “ OLYMPIA’’ VERSUS Y.C. AND A.C. 

A very large company gathered on the Cricket. 
ground on Saturday afternoon to witness a game 
of American Rugby football, an eleven from the 
Cricket Club meeting an eleven from the US. 
Flagship Olympia. _ American Rugby differs 
somewhat from the English game, there being 
far more tackling, and “scrums’’ occupy most 
of the time of play. The monotony of the usual 
field directions is also vatied by a mystic code of 
numerals—7o, 60, 80, 20, and so ou—which the 
Captain shouts at the beginning of a “ scrum.” 
When the proper ‘ combination”"—from a 
Chubb’s safe point of view—is attained the ball 
is passed to one of the backs who endeavours to 
run round the end of the “lineeup ;” if he succeeds 
in this manceuvre a touch-down is obtained and 
the game proceeds as in English Rugby. But it 
is very seldom that the back manages to slip by 
the “‘tackle,’’ unless a miracle intervenes, and he 
is usually collared and thrown in the first few feet, 
Then his opponents pile-up on top of him, as in the 
old nursery game of “ more sacks on the mill,” and 
whien the ball-holder’s last gasp is almost reached, 
they quietly roll off. Then another “scrum ” is 
formed, and so the game goes on—pass-back, a 
dash for the end of the line-up, a tackle, a throw, 
a pileeup, and a brief breathing space. 

Play began at a few minutes past three o’clock 
the Naval men defending the Pavilion goal. 
They soon had the leather in their opponents’ lines, 
and a try was obtained, Arthur failing to stop the 
rush. The visitors failed, however, lo convert the 
touch-down into a goal, and only four points were 
credited to them. Soon after restarting, Ellis (for 
Yokohama) secured the ball froma hot * scrum,” 
and completely outpacing and baffling his pur- 
suers and tacklers made a grand run down on 
the right. He obtained a touchedown, and this 
Bain cquverted into a goal. Six points were now 
notched to Yokohama. So the game stood at half 
time. On change of ends the naval men played 
up well, and secured two goals and three more 
tries; the game concluding :— Olympia, 2 goals and 
4 tries=28 points; Yokohama, 1 goal=6 points. 
The following were the teams :— 


Y. C. & A. C. U.S.S, “ Orympia.” 
Lias,....cceseee Centre....esseossesseeee Dalston, 
Goldman... Right Guard ......... Longnecker. 
Harries ......Right Tackle......... Kubliwein. 
Jolson ...... Right End ....csseeee Curtin. 


McGowan ...Left Guard..,.........Bycke. 


Cohen .........Left Tackle .........Kublwein, 
Mair wsccoeeee Left End  ..cccccceeee Kindleberger. 
Libeaud ...... eta Back ......Todd. 
Ellis....c..00shight Half Back .,.Davidson(Capt) 
Bain ...cscceeee Left Half Back...,..Standley. 


Aithur........Full Back ............Fergusson. 


_H.M.S. “BDGAR” VERSUS H.M.S. "' PIQUR.” 


Football under Ragby Union cules is a most 
delightful game both for players and on-lookers, 
and it is a very great pity that the pre- 
judice of a few conservatives prevents the game 
from being played on the Yokohama Cricket- 
ground by local players. Those few persons 
who could spare the time on Thursday after- 
noon had a care treat, despite the piercing cold 
wind and the clouds of dust, in watching the match 
between the filteens from H.M.S. Edgar and Pique, 
and it is to be hoped that this game is but the 
precaisor of several between the same ships dure 
ing their winter stay bee. The hearty yrood- 
humour that prevailed during the “‘Socker” match 
between these ship’s companies, characterised the 
game yesterday, and so also did the Edgars have 
their Inek repeated. They were the first to draw 
blood, Penny, after a beautiful run down on the 
right, securing a touch-down in the Pique goal-line 
—=this Thomas converted into agoal. During the 
next ten minutes some excellent play was seen, 
the passing and tackling being very fine; Tucker 
and Penny for the Edyats, and Trust for the 
Piques, putting in some capital wok. Eventually 
the Edgars worked the ball into their opponents 
twenty-five again and Lang secured the touch-down. 
Nothing elseresulted. The Piques werethenext to 
distinguish themselves, but the touch-down was dis- 
allowed. At half time the game stood, Edgar, 1 
goal and 1 try==7 points; Pique, nil. The game bee 
came very fast in the second half, each man readily 
doing his level best in the position assigned 
to him, and toud and frequent were the cheers at 
the smartness displayed by men on either side. 
Time and again the Edgars secured good uns, 
only to be sent back to their own lines. At length 
Lloyd Thomas, who all through had played a 
capital game, broke away with the leather and 
skilfully threading his way down the field obtained 
a touchedown, The Edgars failed to convert 
it into a goal, and: the game finished: H.M.S. 
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Edgar 


have not played for nine months. 


The following were the sides :— 
H.M.S. “ Epear.” 


Thomas. veeoceseeees Back. Farthing. 
Lowdot) ...cccseeee ; epee 
"PC Of ccscscotccsacss wards, 
Penity...scscceeceeeee Backs. 9 reuse, 
Lloyd Thomas ... bh 
Horne vicccccessceses atson. 
White cecccccseseeeee t Backs. {ei 
LWttgy sccvccccescence Broad. 
Wandless ...cccese McGuire. 
Standford ...rccrce ee 
Harbor viscccccseee For- estlake. 
Coming cscccceceeee Phillips. 
Johnston .....ceeeeee — Gough. 
Hopsoir  secccseseres Lobb. 
Harding ....scsesees Mr. Good was 
Umpire. 


LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—__—_————— 
(Reurer “Spectar” To “Japan Matv.”] 


London, Jan. 19. 


14th for Malta. 


Dr. Jameson and his officers have been con- 
veyed as prisoners .to England: his men have 
been handed over to the Cape Government to 


be dealt with as necessary. 


Meikong question. 
London, January 20. 


sistance. 
terms, and the troops are returning. 





(rrom THE ** KOBB CHRONICLE.”) 


London, Jan. 11. 


and Channel Fleet. 


been arrested on a charge of treason. 


London to-day. 
London, January 13. 


Colonial concern, 
London, Jan. 14. 
At the request of the United States Govern- 
ment, Mr. Chamberlain, the British Colonial 
Secretary, has instructed Sir Hercules Robinson 
to extend the same protection to Americans as 
to British subjects in the Transvaal. 
Dr. Jameson and his officers are still at 
Pretoria. 
London, Jan. 15. 
The German press exhibits a calmer tone, 
and the tension is abating. 


The Transvaal Volksraad have resolved to 


increase the artillery of the Republic. 
London, Jan. 16. 
The British Admiralty have ordered ten 
Cruisers at private yards to be constructed as 
speedily as possible. 
Mr. Cecil Rhodes has started for England. 


Dr. Jameson and officers will be conveyed to 


England for trial, and the men handed over to 
the Government to be dealt with as seems fit. 


London, Jan. 14. 

Major Sir Claude M, Macdonald, H.B.M.’s 
Commissioner and Consul-General for the Oil 
Rivers Protectorate on the Niger coast, has been 
appointed British Minister to Peking. 

There is evidence of better relations as regards 
lated g The fleet has quitted Salonica, for 

alla, 


London, Jan, 15. 


A settlement of the Meikong question is im- 


goal, 2 tries==9 points, H.M.S. Aigue, nil. 
This is the fiest Rugby match that the Pigue has 
played since being commissioned ; and the Edgars 
The excellence 
of the game is therefore greatly tu be commended. 





































H.M.S. “ Prausg.”’ 








The British Fleet quitted Salonica on January 


An amicable settlement is now certain of the 


The Ashantee War has ended, Sir Francis 
Scott having occupied Coomassie without re- 
The King has agreed to the British 


A flotilla of torpedo-boat destroyers has been 
ordered for service with the Flying Squadron 


Twenty-two leaders of the insurrection at 
Johannesburg, including Col. Rhodes, Mr. 
Lionel Philips and Sir Drummond Dunbar, have 


A Cabinet Council has been summoned at 


The Governments of Australia have jointly 
cabled to Lord Salisbury congratulating him on 
the fearless measures taken in defence of the 
integrity of the Empire, assuring him that 
Australia will loyally support England’s resolve 
to resent foreign meddhing in matters of British 
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minent, Great Britain giving France the die- 
puted territory eastwards to the Meikong. 
London, Jan. 16. 
Great Britain has ceded France the disputed 
territory on the Meikong. The settlement is 
considered proof of the excellent relations sub- 
sisting between Great Britain and France. 





(Faou Tum Jaranasy Parsas.) 
Hiroshima, Jan. 21. 
A number of people have paid visits to Vis- 
count Miura since last night. Major-General 
Baron Oshima visited the Viscount yesterday 
afternoon. The Viscount gave a banquet to- 
day to over thirty guests. 
Séul, Januaryj22. 
The district offices at Che-chhén and Won- 
ju and provincial offices in Chhun-chhén, Hong- 
ju, and An-tong have fallen into the hands of 
the rioters. A company of the Royal Guards in 
Chhol-ju has been ordered to proceed im- 
mediately to Won-ju, and another company of 
the Guards has been dispatched from this 
capital to Hong-ju. 
The rioters have cut the telegraph wire at 
Chhun-chhon. 


A rumour is current to the effect that the riot 
at Chhun-chhdn was instigated by some high 
personages. 

Osaka, Jan, 22. 

The Directors of the Sanyo Railway Co. held 
a conference yesterday at which it was decided 
that in the event of the Diet rejecting the mea- 
sures to widen and double the Tokaido Railway 
line, the company should buy the line and im- 
prove it themselves. 

Osaka, January 23. 

A telegram dispatched from Kelung on the 
22nd inst. reached the Office of the Fourth 
Army Division to-day. It reports that the 
Eighth Infantry Regiment, a company of Moun- 
tain Artillery, and a company of Engineers at- 
tacked, on the 17th inst., Shokei, which was 
defended by from 400 to 500 insurgents led by 
Riu Ji-sei and Riu Dai-hoku. An unexpectedly 
strong resistance was made by the enemy, but 
the place was occupied by the Japanese soldiers 
atga.m. Four junior officers and 11 soldiers 
were woanded on the Japanese side, while the 
enemy retreated leaving no lesa than 300 killed 
and wounded. Large quantities of warlike 
stores were captured. 

Miyazaki, Jan. 23. 

A suspicious looking steamer has been seen 
off Nobeoka. The ship is said to run to Tosa 
whenever she is approached by fishing boats, 
but reappears off Nabeoka at night, and surveys 
the neighbouring sea. A police inspector and 
constables are said to have proceeded to the 
spot to inquire into the matter. 


Kyoto, Jan. 23. 

Viscount Miura reached here to-day, and put 
up at the Nakamuraro. He will start for Tokyo 
by the 8 a.m. train to-morrow. 

The following telegram dispatched by Count Kabayama at 
Taipeh, on the aand inst., reached the Imperial Military Head- 
quarters the following day. 

The main force of the Mixed Brigade on the 
17th inst successfully drove off 1,700 insurgents, 
who strongly defended San-i and the neighbour- 
hood. Eleven Japanese officers and men were 
wounded during the engagement, four others be- 
ing killed, about three hundred insurgents were 
killed or wounded. On the 18th inst., a small 
body of the enemy retreated to To-i, which was 
afterwardsoccupied by the Japanese. No Japan- 
ese were injured during the operation, but from 
fifty to sixty insurgents were killed. A large 
portion of the insurgents fled toward the north, 
and the rest westward. 

The Kusaba detachment reached Taiikan 

on the rgth inst. after successfully routing the 
enemy on the way, the company is expected to 
join the main body of the Mixed Brigade on the 
22nd inst. 
The Naito detachment returned to Taipeh 
on the 21st inst., after having killed several 
hundred insurgents in the neighbourhood of 
Shinten, and dispersed the rest. The detach- 
ment will shortly be sent to engage the insur- 
gents at Heichosan and Kinhori. 
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Soul, Jan., 22. 

The Korean Government has discovered a 
plot to overthrow the Government while the 
Royal Guards are absent from the capital in 
the interior. 

An insurrection has broken out at Tan-yang, 
Chhun-chhén, and the Headman of the district 
has been captured by the insurgents. 

S6ul, January 24. 

It is learned that although the Korean Go- 
vernment wished for the aid of the Japanese 
guards to subdue the disturbances in the interior, 
the Japanese authorities are resolved not to 
move their troops. 

Kyoto, January 24. 

Viscount Miura left here for the capital by 
the 8 a.m, train. 

Hiroshima, January 24. 

Messrs. Sugimura Fukashi, Okamoto Ryuno- 
suke, and a few other gentlemen left for Tokyo 
to-day. 

Nagasaki, January 24. 

The Russian flagship has left for Shanghai, 
and the U. S. flagship Olympia has arrived 
here. 
ee ee eRe ee Cee eT re 
CHESS, 

——————— 
(All Communications to he addressed to the Cuess Koitur.) 





The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
lo IL p.m. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 





SoLution or ProsBiem No. 212. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
i—K to R3 1—P takes Kt 
a—Q to K Kt 7 2—P to Kt 8 
3—Kt to Kt 3, mate 

if 2—K to Kt 8 
—O to K Kt sq., mate 
Minis sei 1—K to Kt 8 


2—Kt to B 4 dis. ch. - 2—K moves 


3—Q to R 5q., imate, 


Correct answers from W.D.C., Digamma, Shogi, 
Ke., W.H.S., E. J. King, J.D., and W. A. de 
Havilland. 


Prosiem No. 214. 


By Svosopin PasKr, Prague. 
BLACK. 





WHITS. 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


St. Perersspure Marca. 


The China brought in the following news from 
San Francisco :— 

Pillsbury is still holding his own in the St. 
Petersburg tournament and causing chess players 
throughout the world no little astonishment. 
Steinitz, certainly not the strongest player of the 
trio with whom he has to deal, appears to be the 
only person who can withstand his onslaught. 
The following is the complete score up to date :— 


Tschi- Total 
Pillsbury. Lasker. gorin. Steinits. won. 


H.N. Pillsbury... soe ooo EB coe EL oe O ooo 4 
Be LOE ciccavcce 0 sc. ca, pee ane E Hea SB 
M. J. Tschigorin.. 0 0... & sss see cee Lines 1H 
eres © eee. ee ee eee 


SHOWALTER VERSUS LIPSCHUTZ. 


The match for the championship of the United 
States, which has been going on for several weeks, 
came to an end by Showalter winning the four- 
teenth game. The score was: Showalter 7; Lip 
schutz, 4; drawn, 3. 
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Game No. 429. 


THE JAPAN 
WHITE. 

Mr. Halloran 
I—Pto K4 
2—Ktto K B3 
3—Kt takes P 
4—Ktto KB3 
5—PtoO4 
6—B to 03 
7—Casiles 


8—B takes Kt 
go—Kt to Kt 5 
10—Kt takes K P 
11—K takes B 


BLACK. 

Mr. Crackanthorp. 
1—PtoK4 
2a—Kito K B3 
3--P 0 03 
4—Kt takes P 
5—P to 4 
6—B to O3 
7— Castles 
8—P takes B 
g—P to K R3 


10—B takes P ch. 
11—O to R§ ch. 









more light if they once seem light, and more 
dangers have deceived men than forced them ; 
and it were better to meet some dangers halfway, 
though they come nothing near, than to keep too 
long a watch upon their approaches; for if a man 
watch too long it is said he will fall asleep.”’— 


12—K to Kt sq. 12—Q takes Kt 
133—0 KitoQ B3 13—O to K sq. 
4—OtoR5 14—Q to O sq. 
15—Ktto K 4 15—O takes P 
16—K R to K sq. 16—P to O Kt 3 
17—Pt0oO0 B3 17—O to O sq. 
18—B takes P ! 18—P takes B 
19—Q takes R P 19—Kt to O 2 
20—O R to O sq. 20o—PtoK By 
21i—O to K Kt 6 ch. 21—K to R sq. 
22—Ktto K Kis 22—-O takes Kt 
23—O takes 23—Kito K B3 
24—K Rto K 7 24~-—Resigns. 


Advice to slow players:—‘ Dangers are no 


Lord Bacou. 


Game No. 430. 
EVANS GAMBIT, 


WHITE. BLACK, 

. W. Macfarlane. R. A. Bachia. 
1i—PtoK 4 i—PtoK4 
2—Ktto K B3 2—KttoQ B3 
3—-PtoQ Kiga 3—B takes P 
4—P to B3 4—BtoR4 
5-Qtw R4 5—P to O3 
6—HK to Kt 5 6—Ktto K 2 
7—Q takes B 7—Resigus. 


a Mr. Macfarlane posted this move in error for the usual 
BtoB 4. Ofcourse Black’s 7th move is another oversight. 


Tue Lare Mr. Porrer on Cuess. 

Chess, simply defined, is an intellectual pastime. 
It recreates not so much by way of amusement, pro- 
perly socalled, as by taking possession of the mental 
faculties and diverting them from their accuse 
tomed grooves. The cerebral organ, after being 
much occupied by business, or greatly worried by 
cares, or in any way beset by painful reflections, 
finds in the absorbing and abstracting properties 
of chess that temporary relief which lighter pas 
times will not always afford. The reason of this 
is not far to seek. Cares are caused by looking 
forward to or apprehending things to come, and 
as such are neutralised by that foresight which the 
conduct of a game of chess demands. Again, 
mental pertubations, however much varied, can 
but be the employment of the imagining and 
reasoning faculties in the digestion of the particu- 
lar cause of annoyance or pain; but these same 
faculties are required, and their exclusive exercise 
demanded, in providing for the emergencies of 
the intellectual combat and in solving the ever- 
recurring problems that arise in the course thereof. 
— Encyclopedia Britannica,” 


Game No. 431. 
KING’S FIANCHBTTO DEFENCE. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
G. R, Loudon. C, W. Phillips. 
1—P to K 4 i—P to K Kt 3 
2—Pt0O4 2—P to 93 
3-—-B to O 3 3—B to Kt2 
4—Kt to KB3 4—Bto Kt5 
5—Bto Kt 3 5—Kt oe 2 
6—P to B3 6—PtoK 4 
7—O Ki to QO 2 7—Ktto K2 
8—O to Kt 3 8—Krto Kt 3 
g—Kt to Kt 5 g—Castles 
10—P to O5 10—P to K R3 
11—K Kt to B3 11—Bto QO 2 


12—R P takes B 
13—Pto K B4 


12—B takes Kt 
13—B to Kt 5 


14—B takes B 14—O takes B 
15—Castles K R 15—=P takes P 

16—O Kt takes P 16—Rto BS 

17—Kt to Kt 3 17—O Rto K Bsq, 
18—O R to K sq. 18—KttoB4 

19—O to B2 19—R takes Kt 
20—P takes R 20o—Ktto R5 
21—PtoK B4 21—Kt to B6 ch, 
22—K to Kt 2 22—Kt takes R ch. 
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23—R takes Kt 23—P takes P 
24—Ktto K4 24—P to B6 ch. 
25—K to R sq. 


25-2 to R6 
26—R to KK Kt sq. 26—Black wins a 

_@ Black announced mate by force in 20 moves, begin- 
ning with Bto K 4. A prize was offered for the longest 
announced mate in the tournament. One player pro- 
claimed a mate in 27 moves. But in this and similar 
positions the win is tolerably evident, and deep analysis 
will reveal how long mate can be averted. 


Derinirions oF A CuesS PROBLEM. 


B. G. Laws: A chess problem isan arrangement 
of the chess pieces illustrating chess strategy. 
Rayner: A chess problem is an idea or combina- 
tion of ideas, expressed upon the board in accoud- 
ance with a number of geverally accepted principles 
of construction. T. B. Rowlands: A chess problem 
is a picture, wherein the author can excel, just as 
Raphael, Titian, &c., did. Planck: A modern 
chess problem may be summed up as the skilful 
blending of several distinct ideas into one har- 
inonious whole, with due regard to the generafly 
recognised principles of construction.—Auckland 





Weekly News. 
Enp-Game No. 31. 


BLACK. 





WHITE. 

WHITE, BLACK. 
1I—K R to K sq. ch. 1—Kt to K 4 
2—R takes Kt ch. 2—P takes R 
3—O takes P ch, 3—O takes O 
4—B to R4 ch. 4—P to Kt 4 
5—B takes P ch. 5 —R takes B 


6—R to OQ 8, mate. 





In aspeech at the Hastings banquet to the chess 
masters, Dr, Tarrasch said :-—‘* Chess-players who 
were not so successful in a tournament as they 
hoped to be usually ascribed their failure to phy- 
sical or mental strain. They could have no such 
excuse in such a lovely place as Hastings. Still 
they had an excuse, and a very good one, too, 
The life in the town was too charming and too 
attractive. The sea, the air, the neighbourhood, 
the changeful and delightful picture of the ani- 
mated seashore had had the effect of rendering 
them too happy. They were disposed for any- 
thing but chess. It would have been mucli better 
to choose a dreary and deserted place for a chess 
tournament, so that the minds of the players might 
not have been influenced by lovely scenes, vor 
theic hearts quickened by the sight of so many 
charming ladies, The recollections of the tourna- 
ment and of his very kind reception would never 
fade from his memory, and he tendered to them 
all his most heartfelt thanks.” 














LATEST SHIPPING. 


——— 
ARRIVALS. 


Calédonien, French steamer, 2,500, Blanc, 18th 
January,— Marseilles 8th December, Hongkong 
gth January, Shanghai 13th, Nagasaki 15th, 
and Kobe 17th, Mails and General.—Message- 
ries Maritimes Co. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 
18th January,—San Francisco 31st December, 
Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Takasago Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,286, Nirei, 
18th January,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
VYusen Kaisha. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, Mclvor, 1gth 
January,— Yokkaichi, General.— Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 20th 
taavary.--ftagseak’; Coal.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Ekstrand, 
a January,—Kobe, General.— Nippon Yusen 

aisha. 


Yeijo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Curnow, 
2ist January,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, 
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Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
21st January,—Vancouver, B.C., 7th January, 
Mails and General.—Frazar & Co. 


Progress, German steamer, Brandt, 21st January, 
-Mororan, Coal.—Hokkaido Tanko Tetsudo 
Kaisha. 


Queen Elisabeth, British ship, 1,700, Fulton, 21st 
January,—Glasgow, 159 days out, Pig Iron.— 
Flint, Kilby & Co. 

Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,219, Geise, 
2Ist January,—Nemuro, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 21st 
peiiuaty, Hongkong vid ports, 14th January, 

ails and General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 


Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 
22nd January,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 


Moji Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,569, Kawahara, 
22nd January,—Kobe 21st January, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


Soracht Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,108, Hayashi, 
23rd January,—Mororan 2oth January, Coal.— 
Tanaka Shoten. 

Strathlyon, British steamer, 1,511, Phillip, 23rd 
January,—Otaru, Coal.—Hokkaido Tanko 
Tetsudo Kaisha. 


Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, R.N.R,, 
23¢d January,—Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, 
B.C., 5th January, Mails and General.—Dod. 
well, Carlill & Co. 

Prosper, Norwegian steamer, 789, Gogstad, 23rd 
January,—-Ballast.—Remedios. 


Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 856, K. Kori, 
23rd January,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 


Glenartney, British steamer, 1,943, McGregor 
24th January,—London vid ports, General.— 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Merionethshive, British steamer, 1,960, Davies, 
24th January,—-New York vid ports, General.— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 


Retriever, American schooner, 75, C. E. Barron, 
24th January,—Put back leaking, reports heavy 
weather.—Captain, 


Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
24th January,—Hongkong 1gth January, Mails 
and General.—H. Ahrens & Co., Nachf. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, Wm. 
Crichton, 24th January,—Shanghai vid ports, 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, Mclvor, 24th 
penne tyie= okkaichi, General.— Nippon Yusen 

aisha. 

Tatyuan, British steamer, 1,459, Nelson, 25th 


January,—Australia vid ports, General.But- 
terfield & Swire. 





DEPARTURES. 


Port Adelaide, British steamer, 1,783, Morgan, 
18th January,—New York vid Suez Canal, Ge- 
neral.— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Glenesk, British schooner, 2,275, Webster, 19th 
January,—Marseilles and London, General.— 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Rosary, British steamer, 1,426, 19th January,— 
Kobe, Ballast.-Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sendai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,034, Crichton, 
igth January,— Kobe, General.— Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Thekla, German steamer, 6,650, Christiansen, 
igth January,—-Havre and Hamburg, General. 
—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Mount Lebanon, British steamer, 1,555, Hendry, 
20th January,—Hongkong via ports, General, — 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, McIvor, 20th 
fen vis ncennrel General.—Nippon Vusen 

aisha. 

Olympia (14), U.S. flagship, Captain J. G. Read, 
2tst January,—Kohbe. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W, B. Seabury, 
2ist January,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails 
and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Chingtu, British steamer, 1,369, Innis, 21st Janu. 
ary,—Australia and New Zealand, vid ports, 
General.—Butterfield & Swire, 


Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
2ist January,—Hougkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—Frazar & Co. 

Tokio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, R. Tipple, 
21st January,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
Genetal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, arst 
January,--Nagasaki;Ballastc—Bvew BishiSha. 


Prosper, Norwegian steamer, 789, Gogstad, 21st 


Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 


6 French seamen, 5 Chinese and 2 children, and 


—Mrs. W. B. Dunning, two childcen, and nurse, 


ale Bondfield in cabin. 


John Towers in cabin. 
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DBPARTBD. ° 


Per British steamer China, for Hongkong vid 
Nagasaki:—Mrs. Sherman and daughter, Miss 
Effie Murray, Miss Julia Bouafield, Miss K. L. 
Ogburn, Rev. I. ti. Correll, Mrs. S. C. Paine, 
Colonel D. Howarth, Mr. Stephen Garfield, Mr. 
R. H. Powers, Mr. H. T. Gause; Dr. Paulun, 
Mr. L, Jephson, and Mr. J. W. Copman in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, for 
Hongkong via ports :—Mr. B. Wakefield, Mr. S. 
Shimidzu, Me. Audrews, Mr. F. W. Hammond, 
R.N., Mr. S. Komor, Miss J. M. Smith, Mr. FE. 
G. Sale, Mr. John Geen, Mr. F. M. Stein, Mr. 
L. D. Stein, Mr. A. H. Remine, Mr. R: Jolinson, 
Mr. Alfred Griffiths, Mr. N. M, Pond, Captain J. 
W. Lee, Mr. H.S. B. Brindley, Bishop McKim, 
Mr. J. McD. Gardiner, Mr, Birch, Mr. E. H. 
Sharp, Mrs. E. J. Dorn, and Miss D. H. Dorn in 
cabin; Mr. Chan Po Shin in second class. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shang- 
hai vid ports :—Mrs. Conan, Mr. H. Thomsen, 
and Mr. Tek Chin in cabin; Mr. J. Itami and 
Mr. Watanabe in second class, and 23 passengers 
in steerage. 

Per British steamer Aden, for Marseilles vid 
ports :—Mc. Hamilton Sharp in cabin. 

Per French steamer Calédonien, for Shanghai 
via ports :—Messrs, Ahronsolin, T. A. Singleton, 
F, Remedios, Morita, Chang Kai, Soon Sang, 
Mrs. Tang, Messrs. John Cockerill, Yai Kwon 
Yuen, W. Felkorold, Peschaud, Lagarde, P. J. 
Schowenburg, Mr. and Mrs. Houvatt, Messis. 
K. Outchiyama, R. Yashiro, J. Eymard, and 
Muste in cabin; one Chinese and 4 seamen in 
steerage. 


























January,—Kobe, Light.—Remedios. 


Takasago Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,286, Nirei, 
21st January,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Aden, British steamer, 3,927, Hill, 22nd January, 
—Marseilles and London, vid ports, General.— 


P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Ning Chow, British steamer, 1,735, Warrell, 22nd 
January,—London vid ports, General.—W. M. 
Strachan & Co. 

Pyrrhus, British steamer, 2,999, Batt, 23rd Janu- 
ary,—London vid ports, General.—Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Ekstrand, 
23¢d January,—-Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 


Orono, British steamer, 1,231, Hancock, 23rd 
Januaty,—Kobe, Ballast.—Dodwell, Caclill & 
Co. 


Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,219, Giese, 
24th January,—Hachinohe, Ballast—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 


soa Cage aaah General.—Nippon Yu- 

sen Kaisha. 

Prosper, Norwegian steamer, 789, Gogstad, 24th 
January,—Kobo, Ballast.—Captain. 

Calédonien, French steamer, 2,500, Blanc, 25th 
Januaty,—-Shanghai vid ports, Mails and Ge- 
neral.——-Messaperies Maritimes Co. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 25th 
Jaunary,—San Francisco, Mails and Gene:al.— 
O. & O. S.S. Co. 





CARGOES. 


Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shang- 
hai vid ports :—Tieasure, $327,800. 

Per French steamer Calédonien, for Shanghai 
vid ports:—Raw Silk for Europe, 114 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 182 bales. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per French steamer Calédonien, from Marseilles 
vid ports:—Mr. H. Femosuke, Mr. J. Genzo, 
Mr. Laverye, Mr. Komai, Mr. Asselin, Mes, 
Konisimi, Mr. Ging Feicer, Mr. Engelembury, 
Mr. Neblong, Mrs. Lowder and 2 childcen, Mr, 
and Mrs. Faga, Mr. E. Batnatd, Mr. and Mrs, 
Schmacker and boy, Mr. Richy, Mr. Elkan, Mr, 
Bienner, Mrs. Lyons, Mr. Remedios and child, 
Miss Woodinan, and Miss Domballe in cabin; 





REPORTS. 


The British steamer China, Captain Seabury, 
reports :—=Left San Francisco the 31st December 
at4p.m.; had strong westerly gales the entire 
passage. Arrived at Yokohama the 18th January 
at 6 p.m. . 

The British steamer Gaelic, Captain Pea ue, 
reports :—Left Hongkong the t4th January at 
2.29 p.m.; had moderate north-easterly winds, 
with fine weather to Kobe; thence to port, fresh 
Mrs. S. H. Franks and two childien, Mrs. S.| westerly gales and rough sea. Arrived at Yoko- 
Isaacs, two children, and nurse, Miss B. Isaacs, | hama the atst January at 3.37 p.m. 

Mr. A, E. McGlew, Miss Kate Ogborn, Mc. S.] ‘The British steamer Victoria, Captain Panton, 
H. Palishall, Mr. N. W. Pond, Mr. Julius Wit-] reports :—Left Tacoma, Wash., the 5th January 
kowski, Mr. W. T. Adams, Mr. S. H. Matsubara,|at 4 a.m., and left Victoria, B.C., the 6th at 7 
Mr. A. L. Tuska, and Mr. C. R. Walter in cabin,{a.m. After leaving Victoria, B.C., heavy weste 
For Shanghai:—Miss Effie Mucray and Miss| erly gales were experienced and heavy head seas 
Kor Hongkong :—=Mrs, | until rth inst, when moderate weather set in and 

. C. Peoples and child, Dr. Mary Bowman, and] continued until the Igth, when strong gales from 
Mr. A. H. Rennie in cabin. the westward were experienced and continued 

Per British steamer Empress of India, from|¥"til arrival. The meridian was crossed on the 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr. and Mrs, A. W. Bash,| 4th in lat. 49° N.  Arcived at Yokohama the 
Miss Clementine Bash, Miss May Bash, Mr, J. E,|23°4 January at 7.30 a.m, . 
Gibson, Mr. F.S, Hacdenbrook, Dr. P. Hatton,| _ Phe German steamer Hohkensollern, Captain P. 
Mr. E. Hutchison, Lieutenant Lamb, Mr. A. B.| Weltin, reports :—aLeft Hongkong the 19th Jan. 
Robertson, Mr. and Mrs. Robt. Scott, and Mr,|"@8ry at 9 a.m. ; through the Formosa Channel had 
strong N.E. monsoon and high sea; thence to 
port strong N. and N.W. winds and rough sea. 


— 


one Japanese in steerage. 
Per British steamer China, from San Francisco: 


Per British steamer Gaelic, from Hongkong viA 
ports :—Captain P. D. Murray, Mrs. W. W 
Henderson, Mr. D. E. Brown, Hom. Mes. Napier, 
Miss M. Napier, Mr. H. A, C. Bonar, and Mr, 
Manso Chosu in cabin. For San Francisco :— 
Mrs. J. H. Rinder, Mr. E. W. Rimmer, and Mr. 
Chan Fan Moore and servant in cabin. 


Per British steamer Victoria, from Tacoma, 
Wash., vid Victoria, B.C. :—Messrs. B. O. Squire, 
W. G. Norris, and Kay Smith in cabin; Mr, and 





SHIPPING IN ‘YOKOHAMA. 
, STEAMERS., 

Glenartney, British steamer, 1,943, McGregor, 
24th January,—Londosf vid ports, General.— 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
24th January,—-Hongkohg roth Jauuary, Mails 


Mrs. D. W. Look and Mr. S. N. Johnson in ane ae remanntens Cex Naclit, 

second class, and 45 Japanese in steerage. For Ists, British steamer, 1,588, Walker, 15th Octo- 

Kobe:—Mr. R. W. Lambuth in cabin, For} bets—Middlesboro’, General.—Samuel Samuel 

Shanghai :—Messrs. Cully, Huston, Liffingwell, & Co. 

Gibson, Troyer, and Jewell, Mrs. J. Arthur, Mas-| Mertonethshive, British steamer, 1,960, Davies, 

ters Geo, and Hillcoat Arthur in cabin, For} 24th January,—New York vid ports, General,— 

Hongkong :—Mr, B. Shain and Mrs. Air in| Samuel Samuel & Co. 

second class, and 205 Chinese in steerage. Palawan, British steamer, 4,500, Gadd, 17th 
Per German steamer Hohensollern, from Hong-| January,—-London via ports, General.—P, & O, 

kong :—His Excellency General-Lieutenant yon} S-N. Co. | 


Gottberg and wife, Mrs. von Oeitsen, Mr. T. 
Bulman, Mr. G. H. Steele, Lieut. W. B. Abbey, 
Mr. E. M. H. Hampden, Mr. P. Pietzker, and 
Mr. W. Reichenberg in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Vokohama Maru, from 
Shanghai :—Mr. J. S. Fearon im cabin. From 
Kobe :-Captain W. H. Crawford, Messrs. Alex, 
Hosche,, K. P, Johansen, and Wright in cabin ; 
21 Japanese in steerage. From Nagasaki :—Mr, 
Youg Sue Fong in second class and 4 Japanese 
in steerage, From Shimonoseki:—2 Japanese in 
steerage. 


SAILING VESSELS, 


Anaconda, American schooner, 40, A. Lawson, 21st 
September,—Hakodate 13th Septem ber, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffin, 


Arctic, British schooner, 40, J. B.. Brown, goth 
October,—North Pacific, 130 Skins.—Captain. 
Bering, Russian barkentine, 377, Ringvall, roth 
December,—Peterpolsky, Ballast,— aplain, 
Diana, American schooner, 74, Petersen, 5th 


October,—North Pacific, 50 otters aud 5 seals. 
~—Captain. 
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Dunfermline, British ship, 2,773, Forbes, 2nd ROW: D1 600, PUMID sks cased nkaccedtrcivecs 105.00 to 108.00 QUOTATIONS.—(NEW 





















WASTE. 
January,—New York 13th August, 100,014 Cases Nos. 2/60, Gassed......... te seeeeeereeee 79.00 to 82.00 | Noshi—Filature, Best ...... 580s 500 é06e6 4 '§ to 120 
Oil.—Standard Oil Co. Nog. 2/80, Gassed oo. oor cee sss soo ce ave es 95.00 to 99.00 NoshimFilature, Good ......cesecscceseeee 10§ to 180 
Golden Fleece, American schooner, 130, Hansen, Nos. 2/100, Gassed .......10s00s0 0000s 120.00 to 125.00 Noshi—Oshu, WVOBb ss see sersesserseeeesseeessere FES CO 820 
3rd September,—-North Pacific, 396 Seals and MICTALS. Po ta te he GOO secsesrerssesrersecsesn eee 110 0 ins 
Sealing Gear.—J. Kernan M ; ’ oshi—Oshu, Medium ............se0sereseree 100 to 105 

g ‘ ore enquiry at unchanged quotations. Plenty Noshi—Shinshu, Best ........6...ccecceseeae - 

Harry Morse, American batik, 1,241, Lane, 3rd] of arrivals under former contracts; and the news Noshi—Shinshu, Good wicceccecrrsene 6§ tO 70 
of better markets on the home side, causes dealers NoshiBushu, West ........ccsecsereereeee 120 £0 195 


NoshimBushi, 300d  ....ccccccscsesssereves 090 to 1mg 


Noshi—Bushu, Medium...,..........scccc0ee08 100 to 10§ 


auuary,—Puget Sound, Timber.—China and 
apan Trading Co. 


here to wake little, 
Fosephine, American schooner, 16, Hansen, 17th Bcepecars 


September,—North Pacifi ae PRG Matin, plinth sec attics <isettcanate AGINO BO Soe Noshim Josh, Good wees teereerene 60 tO 65 
Pig moder, ort acihc, 7 Seals.—-C€. F, Flat Bars, § inch $3.20 se 3.35 Noshi—joshu, Fair $5 to Sob 
® vouapnitdbuid atacand aston oles sak 2 oO ; bdr a . COO Ee Oe Oe ee eee eee eee eee 
is ei a ere ae Round and squase “>t lech ......... et to ee Kibiso—Filature, BORE ... crecccecescercccers OS €0 108 
Queen Elizabeth, Britis ! ship, 1,700, Fulton, 2ISt/ {ron Plates, assorted ................, ses $650 to 3.65 KibisomFilature, Seconds ...........00 85 to go 
pe eas oe, Pig Iroun.—Flint, Kilby & shoot FLOM sevssssessssseessesessssetvsesasenes  4.§0 tO 4.50 | *s _ TEA. , 
alvanized Tron sheets ....ssesseees 9-00 0 9.50 Very trifling business at unchanged prices. 


Saipan, American schooner, 75, J]. Kernan, 1gth 


Wire Nails, assorted oo... ccc cccseecceuce s. 5:40 to 5.80 | The Export for the season to date has no d 
November,—North Pacific, Ballast.—J. Kernan. ‘ penis 


Det Pla0G8, BOE BOR osi.idcseescccesscoseces, .60 to 5. 
Sipe, Hace 1.60 to 1.65 | 30:000,000lb. 





Wm. H, Macy, Ametican ship, 2,188, J. A. Ams- rreseeseseesesees 1,60 to 1.65 PER PicuL, 
bury, a3rd October, —New Vork 13th June, Oil KILKROSKNE. Choicest Hs san nae eee ene eeecarsesssnsecseseaesereesoes $JO CO $ge 
and General.—T. M. Laffin. Market remains in the same position. Dealers eos aM kee ete ae ead 2 = “3 

MEN-OF-WAR. absent themselves and Importers do not follow Fine CISA PRO Cath pet tot yaw oA 24 to ee! 
Alger (30), French cruiser, Captain Jaureiguiberry, them up. Both sides appear indifferent. Good Medium wrcseccsssssseeeesreseeee 92 00 93 
eth Decambar,-<Masesaki, American itsskewiiiwincetara el Chae te biel ay = ona Se Ream O0:00e 50 cneseeees cnn see - to ss 

Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen. | Russians ccnesinnenesn.ncNom. “2.40 Eker ee 
derson, 4th January,—North Pacific. AQHA eis seeseseeecrseressecsesereee oe NOM, 2.20 tO 2.30 veins Naeem aes tte 

Koreets (7), Russian gunboat, Captain IItich, 4th SUGAR. EXCHANGE 


January,—Kobe. ; Brown—Some revival in the demand and sales h | : oes 
Pique (8), British cruiser, Captain H. C. Bigge, have been double the arrivals. Prices have ac- T ere has been very little alteration in rates 
14th January,—Kobe. cordingly improved, especially for China sorts, | ting the week. 


| White Refined—Very small doings, but holders Sterling—Bank T.T. oo scssccscseeee 3/Iqhy 
MAIL STEAMERS. maintain their attitude. — Bills on demand...... 2/125 








, Hrown Takao age ce — 4months’ sight ...,.. 2/1 
. eee eee ee, = . * 
sid DE waka Sackew oho Mala 10. ssc ccrceoresssesss ses sorcerers $480 LO 5.00 =F Private 4 months’ sight .., a/2 
i J. (8 Oe rown Daitong (New) w...cece cceecce 4, to 3. _ _ gh 
From America wie soos POF 0. & 0. Co, Thursday, an. aoth.s Brown case 3-70 to 37s Gg ae Tet pe sight .., aint 
reas Bocope, vil teneeee per P.M. Co, uesday, Feb. 4th.: White Java and Penang PO ERG 6.70 to 6.80 O L : sig eeneee eee aetsse eve 2, 7t 
Hongkong oo... per M. M. Co, Thursday, Jan. goth.) White Refined... 0.0.0... ccs 6.g0to 9.50 n Lyons—Private 4 months sight... 2.72¢ 
From Hongkong ....., per P.& O.Co. Sunday, Jan. a6th. On Hongkong—Bank Bight... sees I ef p 
From Hongkong ...... perC, P.R.Co, Thursday, Jan. soth.§ Pri d 9 000 vee oP: 
From Canada, &c..,,.., perC.P.R.Co. Monday, Feb. 17th, EXPORTS. On Sh _— hai—B oe ays sight. Par, 
ss n an alban $l t See eee eeeeee 
at Afridi left San seat + gy yg ge t a _ me RAW SILK, iy Private ade days’ sight | 
i th. § ien (with Fre i ft . ° . 
iocghent o4 lancer sit | Empress of China left Hongkong on |, f10lders have at last given way and business On India—Bank sight .................. 181 


has been done at a considerable drop in prices. 


The home trade continues to take the lower li- soem Private 39 days’ sight...... 1834 
ties, and stock is reduced to 19,000 sieah, _ On America—Bank Bills on demand. 524 


January!sand. 


THE NEXT MAIL It BaAVaes 











Gor America ............ perO,& O.Co. Tuesday, Feb. zith, pate ; ? a 
Fae Barops it Wangs Pr Oo Kusniay, eben QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) rene Or — 33, 
WME cisicovencenctsnxetms per N. 1). tloye unday, Jan, a6th, Filatures—Ixtra o/11 ‘sad — — 4 months sig 53 
J et BOR. Co. aur. : i Q'11, to/sa den, .........$850 to 860 
For Wongtong: vse rer PM OcCo. Satundeds Febeaae | filatures—Uitra 43/15, 14/46 denwNom. 6° © On Germany——Bank sight «sss: 2167 
Hor Victoria, B.C....... per N. P. Co. Tuesday, Feb. 4th. Filatures—No. 1, 10/83 deniers... ccc ccc see ce 815 to 825 _ Private 4 months’ sight 2.20} 
For Victoria, B.C....... per O. R.& N.Co. Tuesday, Feb, gt! Filatures—No. 1, 13/15, 14/16 den....... 800 to 890 Bar Silver (London) ier 
For America .....6..0008 per P. M, Co. Tuesday, Feb, 4th. Filatures—No. 14, to/t4 deniers ............ 780 to 790 ar er GON) secaccccvessccseeenee JOH 
a pen te hlesdanatid sae td RE a: Sbtiicdey; Fob. Filatures—=No. 4.14/16, r4/izden. ...... 760 to 770 Wa dm. cay. oe 
ur Rincheke sere. OCR. Ga. Monday, Feb. seth, Filatures—No. 2, 10/15 demiers......s0see 760 t0 770 BISSET & Co.’s SHARE REPORT. 
Filatures—No. 2, 14/18 deniers..........00... 740 to 750 —\—. 
paar tp 13/18. 14/16 don,...Kom. a as Yokohama, January 2tst, 1896. 
te se é C-TECIS— INO. £6, 15/10, 14/07 datiters,,.... 75007 . 
LATEST COMMERCIAL. Re-reela—No. 2, 64/18 camiers oo. cc ccccces. até to 740 \ H. & S. egies are, we hear by wire, weaker, 
° Re-reels—No, 24, 14/18 deniers ...... .... 710 to 720 there being ae ha rokes;3 at 180 per cent. pre- 
IMPORTS Re-reels—No. 4, 14/20 dleniers.............. 680 to 690 mium; Indo-China havealso declined aud shares 
5. _ are on offer at $58. H. & W. Docks have, howe 


Kakedas—Fxtra wc... ce cceceeseeeeesee Nom, 
Kakedas—No. 0 weecsesseeees ssssrseeeee 735 tO 740 ever, improved, 149 premium being now offered 





Generally quiet. Yarns, after a small sign of : vee 
life, have relapsed into torpor. Shirtings—A - bea atl pare 2 Reese 7 for shares. H.C. & M. Steamboats have been 
little done in 8$lb., which seems to have satis- Raesdiseltay Ai conics <i purchased from the Colony to-day for delivery 


fied all consumers; glb. absolutely no sales. ae ae there on the 30th April at $38. 

Fancies—Indigo Shirtings, Velvets, and Lawns WASTE SILK. : Club Hotels are offering locally at $65, while 
have moved to some extent but all else (including | Stagnant, quotations are nominally unchanged, | Grand Hotels are wanted at $147.50 and Iron 
Turkey Reds) lifeless. Woollens—A few lines of | but sellers would be glad to trade. Doubtless | Works at $135. Oriental Hotel Founders’ are 


Italian Cloth have been moved, but other articles} the next sales will be effected at a considerable wanted, and $150 will be paid for a number of 


reduction—same as in the Raw market, shares. 
* 


“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS” 


hany fire. 
COTTON PIECK GOONS, 

PER Pieces. 
Urey Shistingsa—B84 mh, shh yds. syinches $2.30 to 2.90 
Grey Shirtings—olb, 384 yds. yginches 2.75 to 3.30 
. Cloth—7th, 24 yards, y2inches ....., 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shictings—12 yards, qyinches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assocted,24 yards, yoinches,, 200 to 3.75 

Cotton—Italinus and Satteens Blacie, ren YARD, 
SG IWCNEE ie iiciccice sin Bciccn 0.06 bores 





; PEM riece, 

Velvets—Dlack, 35 yards,22inches ... 8,00 to 10,00 
Victoria lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,, 0.75 to 0.90 
TurkeyReds—a,oto 2.4%b, 24/25 yards, 

$0 MRCOG evince vai 065. <00500 5200000 age ene 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3th, 24/25 yards, 

BO TRONOE eiiisnsersce pes Gedosieieveises 005 te BAO 
Turkey Reds—3,8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 

GB. AMOROS vocicrscce cence cosces.egs seesceses 
Turkey Reds—4.8 to 5th, 24/25 yards, 





1.60 to 4.75 


2.35 to 2.65 





sainches ...... 290to §.30 
WOOLLENS. pen YARD, 
Plannel..... ...... ww. $0.30 to 0.474 


Italian Cloth, 40 yards, ga inches best 0.35 to 0.41 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
Medium setecccscccsssecevssecceccs 9.30 tO 0,995 
ttalian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 
IMMA 955 cavasecknascenhasieiy ev Centas 
Mousseline de Laine—Crape, 24 yards, 
SS AWEREE. siitticertiscisiain Oe beeen 
Cloths—Pilots, 54 @ sSinches ......... 0.9§ to 0.50 
Cloths—Presidents, 54 @ 56 inches .. 0.60 to 0.65 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ 55 inches......... 0.40 100.70 
Wlenkete—Scarlet and Green, 3 to shh, 


“Incomparable in Popularity as 


0.2§ to 0.27) 


in Purity.”—srivisH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


0.60 tu 0.75 


COTTON VARS, vER FicuL. 
Mos. 16/24, Singles ........cscsee $ 38-00 tO 40.00 
No. 28/32, Singles ....c0cce sce see scene 42.00 to 43.50 
Nos. $8/4a, Sim@lem oor ccc sos cee sec cesses 44-50 to 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles .c..sscsssseceeeee eee §5-00t0 46.50 
Nos. 42, Doubles .....scscserssesrere §1,00 0 §3,00 
N08, 2/60, Plait.issssssssescsrssrcsersvane 70.00 tO 74.00 
Nos, 3/80, Plain... SCOP EHR ree ee tbe tes eee 84.00 to 86.00 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTEHEREFIBLD & SWIREH, 


YOKOHAMA. 
August 3rd, 1895. 


Original from 


Digitized by Gor gle CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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THAMES ELECTRIC & 


Ore 










“A CHARMING SCENT.” 
INS On~,, 
pre ON'g 


Wi E E RO S E. ee ee eee ee 
ECTRIO LAUNCH “GLOW-WORM,” : 
“The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” ELECTRIO LAUNC RM,” Soft, by 7ft. Sin. 


Are prepared to Estimate and Furnish Drawings Builders of Electric Charging Stations, Floating 
and Specifications for Launches in Wood, Steel, | 
Delta Metal, or Composite, either with Steam or | 
Electric Power—Speed from 6 to 20 miles per hour ; 
—also Tugs, and Stern Wheelers, which, if required, 
will be prepared and constructed in Sections. 

Launches of specially Light Draught constructed 


Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


ATKINSON'S ony’ cenuine. 


Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 
Sachets, & all other specialities with this 


or Stationary; and makers of all required fittings 
and equipments. 

A selection of Electric Launches always ready 
for prompt delivery, of which particulars will be 
forwarded on application to 


“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout for Shallow Waters. NT as 
the World & of the Manufacturers— Electric and Steam Pinnaces for Harbour or | W. S. ee os M.1M.E., 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond &t., London. Ferry purposes. d ger. 

— LAPD SI Dd ed ~* 











———— 


atheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 


><> <a 


TWICKENHAM, ENGLAND. 


ILKMAIT) | 


CONDENSED MILK 


eke he ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
eee contain all the cream of the original milk. 
CONDENSED i In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 


PPL ie Mad rs 


April 23rd, 1893. 











Railway & Tramway Material. 





Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 








indents of all kinds executed. 


Al and ABC Codes. 











Pelegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’'S PILLS. 


| ages suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samust Baxer,in his work entitled ‘The Nile Tribu 
aries in Abyssinia,” says—‘'I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I hadthe best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In l 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served ont 4 





September 14th, 1895. 





/ if f / 
i i hihtcsstih 


And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s ij 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. / 


aay of Holloway’s Pills. eae are most useful to mgr Ps e He Hed 
plorer, as, possessing unmista e purgative properties, they 

create an undeniable effect upon the patient, ‘which satisfies FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
them of their value,’’ e MEAT-FLAVOURING 


STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps ggpd in the hottest 
T» be had of all Storekeepors and Dealer. aise ross 7 von 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on {Application to Office of this Paper. 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of all kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Ma, J. T. Coorgr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘* I had with mea quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 

he small remaining “‘stock,”* 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World. May rst, t890 


“MONEY,” 
A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE, 


PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Annual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Kingdom. Ditto, 29s., to any part of the World. 


Offices—Bishopsgate House, London, £.C. 


Cable Address: Dinero, London. 


June 14th, 1895. 


THE PROCEEDINGS |“ NEW CODES AND OLD CUSTOMS,” 


O¥ THE By |. H.W. 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIET Remree vee swe “jaris Mau,” 


PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 
in Boox Form. December, zoth 1894. 











HE “ Proceedings” include EPI'OMISED NEW TRE 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- ATY. 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of REE Se 

State in full, Questions put and the answers of Weta of the NEW JAPANESE TREATY 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of with the UNITED STATES, in Pamphlet 


the Session. Form, can be obtained at this Office, 





“(MONEY ”’ is a fearless critic and exposer of al! shams, frauds, 
and swindles. 

“MONEY” is tHe Journal for Investors, Speculators and 
Business men. — 


“MONEY” is athoroughly up-to-date Record of al! Financia! 


and Business Matters. Be. 6 
“ MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, PRICE mI. ee Paice 5° Cents. 
cli ate or syndicate, but is absolutely free, independent, To be obtained at the Office of the Fapan JAPAN Matt,” 51, Main Street, 
and honest. Mail. No. ck, Main Street, Yokohama, March 26th, 1895. 


BALANCE SHEETS o Assurance, Banking, Manufacturing 
Shipping, Trading, and Trost Companies, are fearlessly and 


impartially criticised in “* MONBY.”’ : 
Printed and Published for the Prorriztor at sr, Main Street, Settlement, by James Evtacotr Beare, of No. 58, Bluff, 
August 3, 1895. _—. Yokohama,—SaTuRDAY, JANUARY 25, 1896. . a dasinte 
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Che Sayan Weekly Maid: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 








REGISTEREDAT THE G.P.C, 
AS A NEWSPAPER, 


No. 5.] 


YOKOHAMA, FEBRUARY st, 1896. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Pee enn aL es Sinan see 
Tux autlrorities intend to alter the uniform of the 
police. 
Heavy rains fell over the greater portion of 
Japan on Monday. 





Tue Chiyoda, Itsukushima, and Soko are now 
cruising off Formosa. 


Ir has been decided to close the Japanese 
commissariat station at Ninsen. 


Tue honours and dignities of a Peer of the realm 
have been restored to Viscount Miura. 


Messrs, LaANcretpt & Co. have declared a 
dividend of 15 per cent. for the half year. 


THere have been sixteen deaths from cholera 
in Chiba Prefecture during the last ten days. 


An explosion of mine-gas and fire-damp oc- 
curred at the colliery at Sakurabara, Kasuya 
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District, on the 26th inst., and ten workinen 
were killed, eleven others being wounded. 


Tue Premier and Marchioness Ito have been 
giving some State banquets in Tokyo during 
the week. 





LizuT.-GENRRAL Viscount Miura, ex-Japanese 


Minister in Korea, left Tokyo on the 28th iust, 
for Atami. ————_ 


Mayor-GengRaL Baron TACHIMI 


College. 
Tue Yokohama Association foot-ball eleven 


beat a team from H.M.S. Xdgar on Saturday 


by four goals to two. 


Fire broke out at Otowacho, Koishikawa, Tokyo, 
on the 25th inst., destroying 6 houses; another 
house was damaged. 


Dr. ALFRreD Von Fxiescu, acting Austro-Huu- 
garian Vice-Consul at Yokohama, has been 
promoted Consul. 


T is confidently asserted that Marquis Ito will 
isit Russia in the Spring; while Count Matsn- 
ata will be the next Minister-President. 








At Kobe on Wednesday acoolie was killed out- 


right while working on the steamer Myrmidon— 


a case of machinery fell out of the slips on him. 


A jouRNEY TO Korga,” was the title of an 
address given by the Rev. G.S. Gale before the 
Yokohama Literary Society on Friday evening. 


Tue Tokyo Gas Works Co. held its general meet- 


14 per cent. per annum for the past half-year. 


Tue Birthday of the Emperor William of Ger- 
many was loyally celebrated in Tokyo and Yoko. 
hama, on Monday, by the German communities, 


Mr. Nozawa Kuricnt left Ujina on the 25th 
inst, for Korea to occupy the position in the 
Peninsular Government vacated by Mr. Hoshi 
Toru. 
Tue Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club hada 
surplus of $1,663,99 in hand this year. They 
have decided to buy five new “ fours” at a cost 
of $1,400. re 

Tue Sobu Railway Co. has declared a dividend 
of rr per cent. per annum for the past half-year. 
The same rate of dividend has been declared 
by the Japan Cement Co. for the half year, 








THe special general meeting of shareholders of 
the Tokyo Fire Insurance Co. held on the 26th 
inst. passed a resolution to add yen 4,000,000 
to the capital, at present fixed yen at 1,000,000. 


Yasui Hrprnao, ex-clerk of the Nobles’ Club, 
who embezzled about yen 40,000 while in their 
employ, was sentenced by the Tokyo Local 
Court on the 27th inst. to seven years’ penal 
servitude, —_—_—__ 


It is stated that the Communications Authori- 
ties have decided to issue two new kinds of 
two cent. postage stamps, one bearing a portrait 
of the late Prince Arisugawa, and the other 
that of the late Prince Kitashirakawa. 


Mr. J. T. Boac has been elected Captain of the 
Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club, in succes- 
sion to Mr. Rickett—who goes home in three 
months’ time—Mr. Schellenburg was re-elected 
Treasurer, and Mr. H. R. Mair is the new 
Secretary. 


Messrs. SaTo Sone, Horuguchi Kosai,and other 
residents of Yokohama, have applied to the 
Kencho for permission to reclaim the beach be- 
tween Junilen, Honmoku, and the British Naval 


has been 
appointed to act as President of the Military 


ing on the 26th inst., and declared a dividend of 










Hospital, the reclamation measuring 120,000 
tsubo (one ésubo=6 ft. sq.) in all. 


In the Lower House of the Diet the newspaper 
Bill has been greatly amended, the clauses re- 
garding suspension and punishment being 
eliminated. - Various supplementary Budgets 
have passed both Houses. 


Tue whole of the Yokohama Harbour Works 
were to be completed by March next, but the 
commissioners consider this impossible under 
present circumstances, and have asked for the 
Diet's consent for a further prolongation of five 
months. —_— 


Peter JOHANNES SCHOWRNBURG, a Dutchman, 
who was arrested in 1882 for the alleged mur- 
der of a finrtkisha coolie in August of that 
year, has just left Japan for Batavia after spend- 
ing four years in Tobe prison, the British and 
American Consular goals, without trial. 


REUTER telegraphs :—A resolution by the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations, extending the 
Monroe doctrine, has been reported to the U.S. 
Seuate. The effect of this resolution will be 
to place the smaller American Powers in abso- 
lute subjection to the United States. The pro- 
posal has met with a bad reception in the 
Senate of the United States and it is not likely 
that it will pass. President Cleveland has pro- 
nounced his opinion that the resolution extend- 
ing the Monroe Doctrine is mischievous and 
untimely, The Russo-Chinese Bank has been 
formed in St. Petersburg, and proposes to 
establish branches in the chief cities of Europe 
and Asia. Under the recent arrangement, 
France retains Mongsin and Battambong: the 
Buffer State is apparently abandoned. Presi- 
dent Kruger has absolutely resolved to maintain 
the autonomy of the Transvaal. The German 
press generally continues ils virulent attacks 
upon England in connection with the Transvaal 
affair. Great Britain and the United States 
have each agreed to appoint an Arbitrator to 
whom the claims of Canadian sealers seized by 
American vessels, will be submitted. President 
Cleveland’s Commissioners have invited Vene- 
zuela and Great Britain to furnish them with 
evidence as to their respective claims. Prince 
Henry of Battenberg has died of fever contract- 
ed during the expedition to Ashantee. 


Tuere is little to be said about the Import 
trade. In the Textiles market, buyers seem to 
be waiting for a turn of prices in their favour, 
and do nol appear to care about operating till 
they can do so to advantage, only now filling 
actual necessities, and these are on a very 
small scale. Quotations for Mauchester goods 
may be called unaltered but easy. Trade is not 
brisk in the Metal market, though there is some 
business, and holders are looking forward to an 
improvement as the spring advances, There 
is no change in Kerosene, and though rates of 
exchange have tended somewhat in buyers’ 
favour, they do not seem to have taken much 
advantage of it. Holders, however, can afford 
to wait, as the stock is not excessive, includ- 
ing recent arrivals. In the Sugar market there 
has been a fair amount of business at late 
quotations, both for White and Brown, and the 
stock on hand is well held. There has been 
but poor business in the principal Export, and 
the stock of Silk on this market may be said to 
be about the same as reported a week ago; 
no change has taken place in Waste Silk. Only 
a trifling business has been done in Tea, and 
the next news looked for is some reference to 
the prospects of the new crop. Exchange rose 
a point or two during the week, but yesterday 
silver was reported down ¥,, though no change 
in rates followed. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULA R | Osaka Asahi, a singular fact, when we remember 


PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
——____—_—_—_—_—- 

The tone of the vernacular press has been 
unusually quiet this week, no event of any par- 
ticular importance happening to rouse the spirit 
of controversy. By way of a remarkable de- 
» parture from the usual record, the attention of 
most of the leading papers has been turned 
chiefly to a non-political subject, namely the 
construction of railways. The ## is glad to 
perceive that such a change has come over the 
tone of the public mind and of the press. It 
opines that the unusual peace at present reign- 
ing in the Imperial Diet and among the public 
at large must really be due to the fact that men 
are beginning to duly appreciate the importance 
of commerce and industry as compared with 
politics, and that these three elements of national 
life are about to develop along normal lines. 
Such has not been the case hitherto. Thosein 
official circles strove to monopolize both fame 
and power, and looked down with contempt 
upon the classes engaged in industrial or com- 
mercial pursuits. All young men of ability and 
ambition seeing this state of affairs, devoted 
their efforts entirely to entering the ranks of 
Officialdom, either by currying favour with 
their seniors in office, or by contriving to 
bring about their fall. Politics came to be 
regarded as virtually the only sphere worthy 
to be entered by ambitious men. But now 
things have begun to present a new aspect, and 
the hitherto despised commerce and industry 
are acquiring proper importance in the eyes of 
the people. In short, the last relics of foudalism 
are disappearing finally from the nation’s mind. 
The $174 regards with satisfaction this realiza- 
tion of its long cherished hope. Railway pro- 
blems, as we have said, constitute the principal 
field of journalistic discussion, particularly the 
construction of Hokkaido railways, and the 
application of the Sanyo Railway Company to 
have the Tokaido trunk line sold to it at the 
original cost. We confine ourselves here to 
the latter question, the opinions of the leading 
Tokyo papers with reference to the construction 
of Hokkaido lines having been epitomized in 
our last summary. 


Sd] #* 

The Pomiurt hails with delight thé gigantic 
enterprise conceived by the Sanyo Railway 
Company, for it is thoroughly dissatisfied with 
the comparative tardiness of the projects for 
laying the various State lines, and desires 
to have the construction of the Second 
Period lines hastened so that they shall be 
completed about the same time as those of 
the First Period. The chief obstacle of greater 
celerity has been the difficulty of raising the 
large sums required. The Sanyo Company 
removes this obstacle by purchasing the To- 
kaido trunk line, with the view to doubling it 
and increasing its gauge, the Company finding 
all the capital needed for these big under- 
takings, and promising to complete the work 
within five years. The Yomdéuri regards this 
as arare opportunity that ought to be taken 
advantage of forthwith. Let the applica- 
tion be granted, and let the funds that the 
Government would have appropriated for 
doubling the Tokaido line be employed to 
hasten the construction of the Second Period 
roads. Some may object to the sale of State 
lines, especially such an important line as the 
Tokaido. The Vomiurs has no sympathy with 
any such idea. It wants to know what differ- 
ence there is between private lines and State 
lines in respect of facilities of transportation? 
Did not the former prove just as efficacious as 
the latter for mobilizing troops during the 
War? When the fact is taken into considera- 
tion that by granting the Sanyo Company’s ap- 
plication two great advantages will be se- 
cured, namely, the reconstruction of the trunk 
line between Tokyo and Shimonoseki on the 
wide-guage system, and the quickening of the 
construction period of the various contempla- 
ted lines, the Pomifuri can see no valid reason 
why the application should not be granted. 
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The proposal is strongly op posed by the 
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that the project originated chiefly among the 
capitalists of that city. The Asahi, which, as 
our readers may remember, is edited by Mr, 
Takahashi Kenzo, formerly director of the 
Oficial Gasette Office, condemns the scheme 
from the point of view of theory and practice 
alike. Its opinion is that such a factor of civi- 
lization and progress a8 a railway should be 
Operated solely in the interests of the 
public, and should not be suffered to de- 
generate into an enterprise conducted for 
the benefits of a few individuals. Already the 
Asahé sees cause for keen regret in the fact 
that many railway companies are engrossed 
solely by the aim of promoting their own 
interests, and, while realizing a profit far above 
that enjoyed by ordinary banks and other busi- 
ness concerns, are yet totally indifferent to the 
benefit and convenience of the public, keeping 
their charges at the same high rates throughout. 
The Sanyo Railway Company is no exception. 
It enjoyed at first the reputation of charging the 
cheapest fares of all the railway companies in 
Japan. But that did not last long. Last year, 
after the war had ceased, the company suddenly 
raised its charges, pretexting an appreciation 
in the price of coal, and the increased rates 
remain in force to this day, although the 
price of coal has fallen greatly. Is it prudent 
toabandon control of the railway traffic along 
the most important route in the Empire to 
such a company? Nothing could be more 
thoughtless and rash. The Asahé advises the 
Authorities to exercise the utmost caution and 
deliberation in the presence of so serious a 
problem. ge 


The Michi Niché offers good advice to the 
Government and the Diet, in connexion with 
legislative business, especially that relating to 
the Budget. It refers to two items given in the 
Supplementary Budget for the fiscal year ending 
next March, namely, the fund for purchasing 
material for the construction of State railways, 
and the question of building a branch line 
between Kanagawa and Hachioji. Both have 
been struck out, with the acquiescence of the 
Government, on the ground that it is contrary 
to the spirit and the letter of the Constitution 
to discuss estimates before the projects of law 
on which they are based have been duly deli- 
berated and decided. The Wich: Nichi marvels 
to see such an idea prevail, not only in the 
Budget Committee and the Diet, but even in 
the Government. It is simply a question of 
convenience whether the estimates be taken up 
in advance of the projected laws forming their 
bases. Were such a narrow view suffered to 
prevail, how would it be possible for any new 
item in the Budget to secure the consent of the 
Diet? The outlay on account of the Labora- 
tory for preparing blood-serum, the fund 
for establishing an Iron Foundry, and indeed 
all the important items under the headings 
of the Army and Navy extension, these and 
others are new estimates which, in order that 
the sums in question may be legally disbursable, 
have to be preceded by the enactment and 
issue of the respective laws relating to them. 
And yet the Budget Committee, while expung- 
ing the two items specified above, have given 
their approval to all those other new items. 
Nothing could be more absurd or inconsistent. 
Though inseparably connected, estimates and 
laws are two distinct things, and so long as the 
latter do not cease to possess validity, the Go- 
vernment Is obliged to enforce them, though the 
expenses needed for the purpose be expung- 
ed from the estimates. In the same way, 
the Government is impotent to make any 
outlay, even though sanctioned by the Diet, 
so long as the law regulating its employment 
does not exist. Estimates have no power 
to aller or create laws. The decision of the 
Commmittee appears all the more incom- 
prehensible when it is remembered that the 
Government accompanied the two financial 
items with projects of law which are now in the 
Diet’s hands. Should the Committee’s decision 
in this particular case be generally adopted, 
namely, that estimates must not be discussed 
before the laws relating to their items have been 
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enacted, then no comprehensive Budget could 
be submitted to the Diet, but each part of it 
must be brought in separately after the law con- 
nected with it had been passed. The Com- 
mittee seems not to have clearly recognized 
that the rejection of a legislative measure neces- 
sarily nullifies the estimates accompanying it. 
With perfect propriety they might have delibe- 
ated on the Budgetary items although the pro- 


jects of law were still undiscussed. 


The Korean Government is embarrassed how 
to deal with its perennial trouble, deficiency of 
revenue, and has decided to raise a foreign 
loan. The loan is § million yen, according to 
the Shogyo; 2 millions for constructing a rail- 
way between Sdul and Jinsen, and 3 millions to 
cover the excess of expenditure over revenue. 


The Customs receipts from the existing treaty 


ports, and also from the two new ports of 
Mokuho and Chinnanho, which will be opened 
next year, as well as the receipts from the con- 
templated railway, are to be hypothecated as 
security. The loan is to be left unredeemed for 
seven years, after which redemption will be 
effected in the course of 20 years, the interest 
being 4 per cent. Commenting on this news, 
the Kokumin earnestly advises the Government 
to furnish the required stm lest Russia should 
repeat in Korea’s case what she did for China, 
and, by a process of money-lending diplomacy, 
compel Korea to grant her a port or land for 
building the Siberian Railway. 
* 


e * 

The Fifi makes a similar comment, though 
notin direct connection with the above news. 
It says that, having once decided to render as- 
sistance to Korea with the object of leading 
her out of her old conservatism and secluaion, 
and having once, as a matter of pure goodwill, 
lent her asum of 3 million yes, though the pro- 
spect of recovering the money was very uncer- 
tain, Japan must not abandon her idea of 
supporting her poor neighbour, but must furnish 
her with means to enter the circle of civilized 
countries. The $1/i’s notion is that a sum of 
7 million yen in silver should be placed at 
Korea’s disposal, the rate of interest being 6 
per cent.; and that, by way of security, Japan 
should have the control of her customs which 
even at present yield a revenue of about 
400,000 yen, that is to say, a sum suffi- 
cient to pay the Interest of 6 per cent. The 
Fizt’s estimate of 7 million yes is founded 
chiefly on the consideration that with such 
a sum Korea would be able to settle all her 
pecuniary troubles, to place her finance on 
a sound basis, and to issue bank notes to the 
extent of from 10 to 15 million yen; that is to 
say, @ paper currency in the ratio of about 70 
sens per head, of her population, presuming the 
latter to be 20 millions. This advice is offered 
for the serious consideration of the Government 
and the Diet. 


* 
e & 

The Mippon and the Osaka Asahi write of 
the House of Representatives in highly dis- 
paraging strains, They call ita mere debating 
club, conferring no direct practical benefit 
on the nation. The former says that the 
House has three things to fear in connec- 
tion with its resolutions; first, the disapproval 
of the House of Peers; secondly, that of the 
Government; and thirdly, its own dissolution. 
Hampered by these three apprehensions, it is 
compelled to hesitate long before taking any 
step. Even were not this moral effect produced, 
it is certain that serious obstacles lie in the way 
of the House’s measures going into effect, so 
that they are practically reduced to mere paper 
resolutions. Briefly, the Wiéppon thinks that 
the House has only one useful function, namely 
that of affording a rostrum for the free ventila- 
tion of public opinion. 


VJ 
& * 

As for the Osaka Asahi, its petty estimate of 
the House’s value is based on the hypothesis 
that its power is entirely overshadowed by that 
of the Administration. The members must en- 
deavour to widen and strengthen the basis of 
their functions, to merit the firm support of 
the people. These objects attained, the House 
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may hold firmly to its resolutions even in the 
face of ten dissolutions. Ultimately, the Go- 
vernment will be compelled to yield. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


eee ee 





FROM SHIBA TO SHINAGAWA.—HALF*AN-HOUR 
WITH A TYRO ON THB BIKE. 
“By Jove! I am getting on first rate. Two 
days ago I could no more have passed that 
basha than IT could have flown! I felt bound 
to run into everything coming towards me. Hi! 
Hi! I do wish these people would walk straight 
and not straggle idiotically from one side of the 
road to the other. It was in trying to avoid one 
of those confounded dasha, the other day, that 
I ran into a china-shop and smashed my 
machine. It has been in hospital for five days. 
However, I am all right now, only a bit wobbly, 
as you see. Hil As! Hr!! There they go 
again. Did you see that child? I was within 
an inch of running it over? Just wait a mo- 
ment till I give it ten se# to stop its horrid howl- 
ing. What wretched roads these Tokyo roads 
are! One is either covered with mud or blind- 
ed by dust. Hil Hi! ‘Vhis é#s better; so nice 
to get fifty yards of a decent stretch. Hi! Hi! 
Hr! Abunai-yo! + * * * Gomen nasai! Dbka 
nasaimashita ka P Are you hurt? I really could 
nothelp it. Pray excuse me. That dasha : 
Your &imono istorn. lam so awfully sorry that 
basha—Now, did you ever see such idiocy 
in all your life? I shouted for all I was 
worth, but do you think the old blockhead 
would move an inch to either side? Not a 
bit of it. I ran right into him and he fell 
flat, but I don’t think he is hurt. I hope 
not. I apologised. What more could I do? 
Hi! Hi? If the people would only walk as they 
do in any other country in the world. There they 
are taking up the whole of the street again. 
Hi! Hil! D—that jinrikisha-man, walking one 
way and looking the other. Enough to make 
a saint swear. You don’t feel hot? Why, I’m 
all in a muck sweat, Its really glorious exercise, 
and I know I shall like it. I should already, 
were it not for these impossible people in the 
streets. In other countries they have pavements 
to walk on. Here I wonder if I can 
turn that corner. Hi! Hil Did that pretty 
well, didnt I? Mighty narrow street this! By 
the way, you read that chapter in ‘‘ Degenera- 
tion” on Ib * + * Hil Hil hold ona min- 
ute. I’ve knocked over a cake-stall and all the 
cakes have gone flying into the road. What shall 
I give the old woman? Look at this grinning 
ugly, crowd! The Japanese are an ugly race! 
Won't fifty cents do? They'll pick the cakes up 
and eat them all the same. ‘Confound it! My 
first Jong ride, you know. Sorry to stop you so 
often, old fellow. Heaven! here’s another steep 
bit. How the inclines take it out of one! Talk 
of Tokyo and its seven hills ; seven and seventy 
would be nearer the mark. I’m regularly 
pumped out. Oh! I say! I can’t ride down 
this ; its too steep, and there’s a bridge at the 
end. Ican'tfacea bridge. * * * Allright. 
Tl ary it. © * * Oh! d I knew it. 
Yes, I've grazed my shins, but the bike's all 
right. Oh! these roads! Japan is no country for 
cycling, I have always said. Hi! Hi! Hi! will 
those infernal carts not get out of the way? Are 
they deaf or are they imbeciles? oe 
Never mind! It might be worse. There's 
’s house. Let us drop in, for my throat is 
like a lime-kiln !” N 
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It is always refreshing to read the Fa7, with 
its broad independent views and its strong 
common sense, especially at such a time as the 
present when most of the leading papers, until 
quite recently, were wasting their energy over 
petty party bickerings, and when the Opposition 
journals were abusing the Government in ex- 
travagant terms about anything and everything. 
The F711 now offers a good liberal-minded sug- 
gestion both tothe Government and to the Diet, 
with respect to the disposal of the indemnity. 
Starting with the straightforward statement 
that the indemnity is, so to speak, a gain 
secured by the Empire in a big gambling trans- 
action, our contemporary sees no reason to be 
parsimonious in applying it to any useful 
purpose. The programme for its disburse- 
ment should be, first, expansion of the na- 
tional defences, and secondly, encourage- 
ment of commerce and industry at home. 
Confining its remarks at present to the latter 
point, the Fifi is not quite satisfied with the 
measures that the Government has announc- 
ed thus far. The idea of encouraging naviga- 
tion and ship-building by giving subsidies 
at certain fixed rates on account of ocean-going 
steamers and their construction in home dock- 
yards, is all very well, so farasit goes. But the 
project is incomplete, until another cognate and 
equally important scheme, namely, the re- 
construction of harbours, is taken up, It is 
as though a man should widen and improve 
the road leading to his house but leave the 
entrance as narrow and inconvenient as before. 
The defects of all the important harbours in 
Japan for purposes of anchorage and for loading 
and unloading cargo, are notorious. There is 
not a harbour that has been artificially improved. 
The Bay of Tokyo, while enjoying the great 
advantage of being situated close to the most 
extensive market in Japan, is so shallow and 
in every way unfitted for maritime purposes, 
that a steamer Is obliged to stay 4 or 5 leagues 
off the coast and to rely on the service of lighters 
for unloading or loading her cargo, which 
operations, further, have to be suspended when 
the waves are high, the steamer being thus 
compelled to incur great waste of time and 
money by waiting for calm weather. The 
criticism applies with even greater force to the 
northern coast where, during the winter season, 
navigation is practically suspended. People say 
that such things are inevitable because the sea is 
rough in winter and navigation is consequently 
dangerous: that is a mistake. The sea is not 
particularly rough. It is because the harbours 
are bad and because even a comparatively light 
wind interrupts the service of lighters and com- 
pels the steamer to seek shelter a long way off. 
The Fé7¢ is not satisfied with the Government 
programme since it contains only a small outlay 
forthe improvement of the harbour of Hakodate. 














* 
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The above article is followed by another, 
relating to railways, the Fé justly contending 
that if the improvement of harbours is to be really 
beneficial, it must be accompanied by that of 
land communications. Briefly stated, our con- 
temporary’s view is that, the present system of 
narrow-gauge being the prime reason why 
Japanese can not attain the degree of efficiency 
reached by Western lines, they should be re-laid 
throughout on the wide-gauge system; and 
that, should private railway companies find it 
financially difficult to make such a change, the 
Government must be ready to supply funds 
which the companies could repay by degrees. 
There being 2,000 miles of railway to be re- 
constructed, a sum of 40 million yen would 
suffice at the rate of 20,000 yen per mile. 





THE RAT-CATCHING TRICKS OF DOGS, 
A CorRESPONDENT writes:—The Spectator re- 
cently had the following story, related by Mr. 
Maurice B. Adams, of a retriever dog belong- 
ing to the housekeeper of a well-known news- 
paper office in the Strand. ‘‘ Rats are constantly 
caught on the premises, and the dog, fully aware 
of their habits, evinces such ablility that his 
intelligence is quite worthy of record. Last 
Sunday he was heard barking loudly, calling 
for assistance, in the compositors’ room, where 
there is a rat-hole in the floor. The dog had 
watched two fine rats come up through their 
hole, and immediately they were fairly away 
from their point of entry be rushed up and sat 
on the hole to cut off their means of retreat, 


It is stated that the Naval Authorities have 
decided to add the harbour of Onnakawa in 
Rikuzen Province to the list of Naval ports. | barking forthwith for help. Nothing would in- 
Onnakawa possesses deep water, and ships of | duce him to budge tilla board was brought and 
large dimensions can anchor near the shore. ‘placed over the hole, when he started in pursuit, 
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and soon despatched the intruders. His master 
assures me thal the dog originated this ingeni- 
ous method ef procedure, and that he has 
practised it with like success on several other 
occasions.” This story, says our correspondent, 
brought to my mind a very similar performance 
by a dog I had in China. He was a cross be- 
tween a Canton “ chow” dog and a terrier, and 
early exhibited intelligence by learning a few 
tricks with very little teaching. One day after 
iin he was put through his performance, and 
a friend present remarked that he was a very 
clever dog. Hereupon the boy clearing the 
table informed us that ‘‘ He b’long more clever 
catchee that rat.” I asked him what he meant, 
as I had never seen rats in the house except 
an occasional mask rat, a small animal credited 
with living on insects, and for that reason never 
disturbed. The boy said if we would like to 
see, he would show us, and directed us to sit in 
the verdandah overlooking the yard, and keep 
quiet. The dog was then given a plate of rice 
and scraps from tiffin, which was placed outside 
the cook-house door across the yard. The boy 
retired to his quarters with an injunction to us 
in the verandah above to keep quiet. The dog 
soon demolished the contents of the plate, but 
just before finishing took a mouthful of rice 
and carried it towards the corner of the yard 
and dropped it. This he did twice, finishing 
up by scraping it neatly together in a heap with 
his paw. I must explain that the yard was a 
small one, the floor being cemented, with a wall 
at each end, the cook-house and an outhouse 
occupying the other side. The dog then laid 
down, and placing his head on his paws, ap- 
parently went to sleep. It was only then 
that I noticed a small hole in the timber under 
the door of the outhouse, this hole being about 
midway between the sleeping mongrel and the 
little pile of rice. I then saw through the 
arrangement, though I scarcely credited my 
perception. We had not long to wait. Intently 
watching the hole, in a few minutes we saw two 
bright black eyes, then a head. ‘These were 
hastily withdrawn, but only to reappear in a few 
seconds. Taking a careful survey, first of the 
sleeping dog then of the rice, the rodent crept 
cautiously out of the hole and was soon busy 
with the rice. Then there was a spring, a 
squeal, a grip, anda shake, and the rat was laid 
out, the boy below yelling, ‘‘ Have got.” The 
boy declared that since the rats had eaten a hole 
in the timber, the dog had caught one every day 
by the same means, and sometimes two. 


DEATH OF MR. HENRY SERBOHM. 

We much regret, says the Feld of Nov. 30, to 
have to announce the death of this well-known 
ornithologist, who succumbed on the 26th inst. 
to the effects of an attack of influenza. ‘He 
was the author of ‘Siberia in Europe,” and 
“Siberia in Asia,” ‘‘ British Birds,” ‘ The 
Plovers, Snipes, and Sandpipers,” ‘‘ The Clas- 
sification of Birds,” and other works, while no 
less important than any of these is the bulky 
volume he published on “ The Birds of the 
Empire of Japan.” A Fellow of several learned 
societies and secretary of one of them—the 
Royal Geographical Society—few men were 
better known amongst the zoological sec- 
tion of biologists, and few had a wider ex- 
perience from travel on four continents. His 
liberality in many directions was well-known; 
nowhere more so there at the British Museum, 
to which institution he made many most valu- 
able additions. His untimely death will be 
deplored by a wide circle of friends both at 
home and abroad, and by numerous corre- 
spondents that he had in Japan. 


AN EPISCOPAL CHURCH FOR KOBE. 

Kose is soon to have an Episcopal Church. In 
the report submitted to the congregation on 
Thursday last, it is stated :—‘“‘ The desirability 
of having an Episcopal Church in Kobe has 
been recognised for several years, but, not until 
lately has there been a reasonable prospect of 
raising the necessary funds. Thanks chiefly 
to the generosity of the Rev. Sidney Swann in 
devoting the whole of his stipend to a fund for 
building a new charch, the Committee feel 


116 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Feb. 1, 1896. 








justified now in recommending that the longs 
cherished plan be carried out. A Bazaar war 
held in November that realized $1,254.46 clea- 
of all expenses. Most cordial thanks are due 
to those ladies and gentlemen who organized 
and assisted at it; also to the many friends who 
by their attendance and liberality caused such 
a financial success. Already $7,300 have been 
subscribed, including the amount collected at 
the Bazaas towards the Building Fund, whilst 
the congregation generally have not yet been 
appealed to, so that the Committee consider that 
there should not be much difficulty in obtaining 
the rest of the money required.” The sum 
spoken of is $10,000. 


— 





FIRE ON THE “*TENSHIN MARU.’’ 


Says the Kobe Chronicle of Saturday :-—This 
morning a fire broke out on the Zenshin Maru 
(Captain Tibbals), which was to leave to-day 
for Formosa. The outbreak occurred in No. 4 
hold, which is filled, with hay, barley, and tim- 
ber. Apparently the fire had been smouldering 
in the hold all night, for when the hatches were 
opened at half-past six this morning a dense 
volume of smoke arose. The fire-alarm was 
rung, and detachments from the Russian men- 
of-war and other ships in harbour promptly 
responded to the call. Water was pumped 
intothe hold, and a commencement made 
to jettison the timber which was stowed on 
top of the hay. It was impossible to discover 
the seat of the fire in the hay until all the cargo 
on top could be taken out, and the most effec- 
tive course therefore was to fill the hold with 
water. The pumps were atill going when we went 
press. Fortunately no flames have appeared. 
but black clouds of smoke continue to as- 
cend. The fire is thought to be due to the 
smoking habits of the coolies, which is a rather 
frequent cause of such disasters. From the 
Kobe Herald we gather that three Japanese, in- 
cluding the boatswain, were suffocated; and 
Captain Forbes, Superintendent-Captain of the 
N.Y.K., Captain Tibbals, and some Russian 
sailors had extremely narrow escapes. 





CHAMPAGNE. 


Some statistics have been published relating to 
the annual consumption of champague in the 
world. Atarough estimate it is culculated that 
an average of 21,000,000 bottles of the spark- 
ling wine are drunk every year. England heads 
the list of countries with the greatest consump- 
tion, followed by America, though whether this 
last is intended to represent the United States 
alone or the whole of the divisions of the con- 
tinent is not stated. Australia at one time was 
well to the fore, but it is stated that the recent 
financial troubles there have had an ill effect on 
the consumption of the effervescing beverage. 


The Russians have always had a partiality fof 


champagne, but France, on the contrary, hardly 
wets her lips with it. Someone has, however, 
questioned the genuineness of the champagne 
that is quaffed in such quantities by the English 
and Americans. All is not gold that glitters, 
and it may also be that all is not champagne that 
sparkles, 


KOBE'’S MUNICIPAL BUDGET. 

Ar the monthly meeting of the Hyogo Municipal 
Council, Mr. Fearon, Honorary Treasurer, pre- 
sented his expenditures and estimates for the 
year. We gather that the year commenced 
with a balance at credit, of $1,383.65, and 
after providing for all wants, including the com- 
pletion of the brick pavements throughout the 
Settlement, there remains an available surplus 
as follows :—Cash in hand of Superintendent, 
$283.20; less balance due to Bankers, $140.94; 
—Balance at credit, $142.26. The estimated 
income for next year was put at $17,818.05 and 
the estimated expenditure at $15,724.71. Last 
years expenditure was $19,714.77 against on 
income of $18,098.38. 


FUNBRAL OF MR, SCHOENE. 
THE mortal remains of the late Mr. A. F. 
Schoene were consigned to their last reating- 
place on Friday 24th ult., being followed to the 
grave by a large concourse of mourners, both 
foreign and Japanese. The pall bearers were 








Captain Bougouin and Messrs. Nabholz, Suah- 
ler, Dumelin, Beretta, and Pohl, the chief 
mourners being the son of the deceased and 
Mr. Klingen. Many wreaths were sent by fo- 
reign friends and stands of evergreens by Japan- 
ese. Dr. Christlieb conducted the last sad rites. 


THE CURRENCY QUESTION. 

In a communication on the ratios and standards 
of value, given in the December issue of the 
Bimelallist, Mr. F. E. Woodruff, of the Chinese 
Customs, writes :—In the trade of silver-using 
countries among themselves, there is still a 
standard of value of remarkable stability; but 
the value of gold coin has become so unstable, 
both in commodities and in silver, that there is 
no longer a standard worthy of the name for 
gold-using countries, or for the world asa 
whole. This may be good for gamblers, but 
means loss and sorrow for men of business, 
and, indeed, everyone, including the com- 
paratively few whom apparent, but certainly 
unreal, cheapness is blinding to the logical con- 
sequences of a continuance of the world’s present 
vicious Currency system. The world had much 
better take Sir Isaac Newton’s advice, which was 
to recognise the existence of other nations and 
(o adopt the same ratio with them. 








SERIOUS ACCIDENT TO AN INDO-CHINA STEAMER. 
On the night of the 2oth January, the Indo-China 


steamer On Sang struck the Duninail Rock 
off Kowloon Dock. She was on a voyage from 
Java with sugar, and had entered the Lyeemoon 


Pass about 10 o'clock, steaming thence along 
the Kowloon shore. Immediately after striking 
she began to fill with water and was in danger 
of sinking. Constable Milne, who was on duty 
in the Bay, went on board, and at the Captain’s 
request, directed him to a place near Bay View 
Hotel, where they ran her onthe beach. A 
large number of lighters, says the China Mail 
are engaged discharging her cargo. 


GERMANY'S WAR CHEST. 

AN enterprising journalist has been permitted 
to view the famous ‘“‘ war treasure ” which lies 
stored in the isolated Julius Tower of the fort- 
ress of Spandau, ready for any sudden emer- 
gency. The total amount is 120,000,000 marks, 
or about £6,000,000 sterling, asum which would 
not go very far towards defraying the cost of 
making or repelling an invasion. Gold pieces 
of the value of twenty or ten marks are alone 
used for the purpose of this treasure. There 
are seven and a half millions of them con- 
tained in bags that hold ten thousand marks 
apiece, and these are stored by tens In twelve 
huydred wooden boxes. 






AFTER LONG YBARS. 


A STRANGE chapter in the legal and criminal 
history of the foreign settlement of Yokohama 
closed to-day. Peter Johannes Schowenberg, 
a Dutchman, was arrested on the 7th Septem- 
ber, 1892, for the alleged murder of a yinrikisha 
man at Honmoku on Sept. Sth of that year. Al- 
though never brought to trial, the man has spent 
the intervening years in Tobe Gaol (Japanese) 
the British Consular Gaol, the General Hospital, 
and the United States Consular Gaol. Nowhe 
has been given a free passage to Batavia, and 
he left by the M.M. Calédonien. 


THE AGE OF ENGLISH JUDGES. 

Tue longevity of English judges is remarkable. 
Lord Esher, the Master of the Rolls, is 80; Mr. 
Justice Hawkins, 78; Mr. Baron Pollock, 72; 
and Justices Lindley, Lopes, Chitty, Wills, 
North, and Mathew are all over 65. The 
aggregate ages of sixteen of the judges is 1,127, 
or an average of 70. The Scottish Bench 
makes a very good second, but none of the 
Scottish judges has quite yet reached three- 
score years and ten. 


YOKOHAMA LITERARY SOCIBTY. 
AN interesting paper, detailing a journey in 
Korea, was givenat the fortnightly meeting of the 
Literary Society, by the Rev. G.S. Gale. The 
Misses Page gave a violin duet, the Misses Lay 
a pianoforte duet; Mr. and Miss Griffin contri- 
buted some selections, and Mr. Sharp a most 
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of 499 tons. 


gale. 
Kiushu; Fukui, the largest, being about fifty 


amusing recitation—a skit on tennis. He was re- 
called and gave asan encore, ‘The gay Tomtit”: 
this also being encored, Mr. Sharp very kindly 
sat down to the piano and eang, to his own ac- 
compan iment, ‘' The tin Gee-gee ”: and the ap- 
plause was again unstinted. 


THR WRECK ON THE GOTOS. 
THe Annie Main, Captain Croal, reported 
wrecked to the north of the Gotos, is a barque 
She arrived at Shanghai on the 
2gth ult., and was presumably on her return to 
Nagasaki when she was caught in the recent 
The Goto Islands are situated west of 


miles from Nagasaki. 


PLUM BLOSSOMS. 


THs plum blossoms at Atami are now at the 
height of perfection, and should be a great at- 
traction during the next week. People are 


beginning to visit Sugita, but the blossoms there 
have not yet commenced to open. A few days 


of fine weather, however, will soon change the 


present aspect of the trees. 


DEATH FROM SMALL-POX IN SHANGHAI. 
We regret to hear of the death in Shanghai 
from small-pox, of Mr. T. Browne, who for 
some time represented Messrs. Moutrie & Co., 
n Yokohama. The deceased leaves a widow 
and one child. 


THR FRENCH MILITARY ATTACHE, 
Tue term of service in Japan of Captain Vis- 
comte de Labry, military af//aché in the French 
Legation, having expired, Captain Count de 
Pimiodon has been appointed to succeed him. 
The Aésaché and Countess Pimiodon have 
already arrived in Tokyo. 


THB Y.C.S. AND Y.P.S, CONCERT. 
In consequence of the illness of Mr. Nicholas 
(Dunkerron), the concert is postponed until 
Feb. 26th. Tickets already purchased will be 
available for the above date, or they may be 
returned to Messrs. Lane, Crawford and Co. 


CONCERT IN TOKYO. 
PERRET Saey Satter 

Monsieur and Madamé Ovide Musin and 
Monsieur Scharf gave a concert, “by special 
request,” under the patronage of the Foreign 
Corps Diplomatique, in the large salon of the 
Imperiai Hotel on the afternoon of the 27th ult. 
Almost the whole of the foreign community of 
Tokyo assembled to hear the talented trio, but 
the attendance of Japanese was remarkably 
scant, though three of the leading journals of 
the capital had spoken in high terms of the 
musical treat offered to the public. Each piece 
on the programme was enthusiastically received, 
and numerous encores marked the audience's 
keen appreciation of the great violinist and his 
talented fellow-performers. M. Scharf’s play- 
ing elicited, for the first time since he has been 
in Japan, something like the admiration it de- 
serves, The following was the programme :— 


Part I. 

1.—Rondo (B minor) for Piano and 

Violin, Adagio, Allegro ...,..Schubert. 
Eduard Schaaf and Ovide Musin. 
2.—Air from "Sicilian Vespers’ ...ssceoeees Verdi. 
Annie Louise Musin. 
a. Norwegian Bridal Procession ,.....Grieg. 
3 {F Valse Caprice.......sesceees Strauss-Tausig. 
Eduard Scharf. 

4.—Caprice on the Austiian Hymo ,.....Léonard. 


Ovide Musin. 
Part II. 
a." Evening ” c.ccccossssssssseeeeeAe Thomas. 
SO VB. April” cccccccscceeeeees seocccccences eos INGWIOD, 


Auuie Louise Musin. 
6.— {5 cae ot cca dduadebeecekiesgereucsas WUDSEMy 


b. Valse 
Ovide Musin. 


7.—Hungarian Rhapsodie No. x edacieexias klSRhs 
Eduard Scharf. 
8.<—-Air for Soprano and Violin Obli- 
ZAOvsccrssccesecseveccerecsoeescesee Massenet, 
Annie Louise Musin and Ovide Musin. 
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FINANCIAL. 
. > = on 
The Budget Committee have concluded their 
work, the total reductions that they propose to 
make in the Administrative expenditares for 
the coming fiscal year being, 1,847,752 yen, as 
follow :— 





Revenue. 
en. 

As proposed by Government,,.... 138,070,677 
As amended by Committee ....... 137,982,677 
Balauce Cceeeeeesarssenteresnses 88,000 
Expenditures. 

As proposed by Government...,.. 152,506,155 
As amended by Committee .,.... 150,658,403 
Balance CEC CCHOOHOOH OOH ere aeeeee 1,847,752 


It follows that the deficit in the Budget which, 
as estimated by the Government, amounis 
to 14,000,785 yen, will now be reduced to 
12,675,726 yen. Of the retrenchments effected 
by the Committee, 472,120 yes fall under the 
section of Ordinary Expenditures, while in the 
Extraordinary Expenditures there is a reduction 
of 1,375,630 yen. The chief changes made in 
the Extraordinary Expenditures relate to the 
cost of building a Central Railway Station and 
railways in Hokkaido; while the principal 
retrenchment in the Ordinary Expenditures is 
effected by expunging an item of interest (about 
300,000 yen) which the Treasury proposed to 
pay to the Bank of Japan. 

The dAsahki gives a clear statement a8 to the 
disposal of the indemnity. 

Of the total installments thus far received, 
130,000,000 yen, and now deposited in the Bank 
of England, about 40 million yes (approx- 
imately) are appropriated into the Budget for 
the coming fiscal year, to be applied thus :— 
Army Expansion Expenses (extrcaor- 

GIN Ary) coccorcccsccccscerscevevecevecees ceeeee 
Navy Expansion Expenses (extraor- 

Giary) ..ccccccecoccccrercvens geuesavanenes see 22,200,000 
Establishment of Foundry 570,000 


Yen, 
17,200,000 





"Yotal  rcscccrsscccresonescrsescosceccesses 39:970,000 
This sum is to be kept in the Treasury 
until the time comes for applying it to the 
purposes prescribed. The remaining sum of 
eighty million yen is to be employed for defray- 
ing the extraordinary war expenses. ‘The in- 
comings and outgoings in the case of the War 
Expenses stand as follow :— 
RECEIPTS. 


Surplus Revenue of the 26th fiscal Yen. 
year appropriated ,....... Seeeeeenes vee = 23-430,000 
War Loan (portion actually raised)... 81,800,000 
Voluntary Contributionsto War Fund — 3,880,000 
Borrowed from the Nippon Ginko .,. 41,500,000 
Borrowed from Special Accounts...... 17,000,000 
Surplus Revenue of the 27th fiscal year 11,660,000 
War Cheques (yzn-yo kipptt) ....ccsee 820,000 


Total COCK ree eeereHenenesssensegggese 180,130,000 


The totals of the Receipts and Expenditures 
are given in round nuinbers. 

The Government estimates that the grand 
total of the War Expenditures at the close of 
the current fiscal year will reach 225,000,000 
yen approximateiy. This sum is to be met by 
applying 80 million yen from the Indemnity, 
to defray debts due to the Nippon Ginko, to 
replace funds borrowed from special accounts, 
and to redeem the War cheques alill in circula- 
tion. Finally, a further issue of the War Loan, 
amounting to 30 million yen, which the Govern- 
ment is said to have already announced to the 
Budget Committee—will enable the Treasury 
to balance the War Account satisfactorily. To 
make this point still more explicit, it may be 
noted that the proposed further issue (30 mil- 
lions) of the War Loan, together with the appro- 
priation (80 millions) from the Indemnity, 
aggregate 110 million yen, leaving only 115 
millions of expenditure tobe covered. Against 
this residue, there are to be set 80 millions, 
obtained from previous issues of the War Loan, 
and 35 millions of surplus revenue—this last 
figure being the total of the non-applied annual 
excesses of Revenue over Expenditure from 
April 1st, 1891 to March 31st, 1895. With re- 
spect to the process of applying 80 million yes 
from the Indemnity now lying in London to de- 
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fray expenses incurred in the East, it is to be 
noted that the conversion of so much gold into 
silver and the transport of the latter to Japan, 
might greatly disturb the exchanges and would 
certainly be very expensive. Hence the pro- 
gramme is to hand over to the Bank of Japan 
the 80 million yes now held in London in 
specie, and to borrow from the Bank convert- 
ible notes to that amount. The Bank will 
subsequently draft the specie into its strong- 
room in Tokyo by gradually utilizing for that 
purpose whatever opportunities present them- 
selves in the normal course of trade or of the 
country’s abnormal purchases abroad. To 
remunerate the Bank for the conduct of these 
large transactions, and also for the cost of 
issuing convertible notes, the Government 
proposed to charge the Bank interest at the 
rate of only 4 per cent. on the portion of 
the Indemnity lent to it, and to pay the Bank 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent. on the con- 
vertible notes borrowed from it. The Budget 
Committee, how@ver, deeming this remuneration 
too large, has reduced the interest on the notes 
to 4% per cent., thus effecting a saving of 
320,000 yen for the Treasury. The cost of 
manufacturing notes being 6.9 rin each, the 
total outlay involved in manufacturing 80 million 
would be 55,200 yen, supposing the denomina- 
tion to be one yen throughout, but as many of 
the notes will be of larger denominations, the 
cost will be correspondingly smaller. 

A point that suggests ilself in this context is 
that the volume of convertible notes in circula- 
lion will be greatly, perhaps unduly, swelled by 
the large new issues now contemplated. When 
the War commenced, the Bank of Japan 
held specie reserves aggregating 81 million yen, 
and its note issues amounted to 138 millions. 
At present, its specie reserves stand at 60} 
millions, and its note issues at 179 millions. If 
the ratio (10 of specie to 17 of paper) existing 
in June, 1894, was approximately correct, some 
steps to restore it (from its present condition of 
10 of specie to 30 of paper, approximately) are 
essential. Now it is to be noted that although 
the programme outlined above speaks of an 
issue of convertible notes to the amount of 80 
millions, the Government already owes the 
Bank 414 millions on account of war loans, and 
as that debt is to be discharged out of the 80 
millions appropriated from the Indemnity, the 
further issue of convertible notes by the Bank 
for the accommodation of the Government will 
be only the difference between 80 millions, and 
414 millions, or 383 millions. Supposing that 
addition made to the volume of the paper cur- 
rency, and supposing the Bank to have received 
80 millions in specie from the Indemnity funds, 
the Bank’s note issues would aggregate 2174 
million yen and its specie reserves would be 140} 
millions, a ratio of more than ro parts of specie 
to 16 of paper. Thus the position of the Bank 
would be stronger than it was before the War. 
On the other hand, if 138 million yes of paper 
issues—we do not include National Bank 
issues, the question being of the Bank of 
Japan only—sufficed for the needs of the na- 
tion two years ago, can the ordinary channels 
of finance absorb 217 millions to-day? That 
point seems to have attracted the attention of 
the Budget Committee, for they questioned the 
Government Delegate on the subject, and re- 
ceived a reply that it is the Treasury's intention 
to reduce the number of notes in circulation, 
though the process to be employed for achiev- 
ing that end was not specified. 


Including the final issue (30 millions) of the 
War Loan, the total of the various loans to be 
floated by the Treasury during the fiscal year 
April rst, 1896, to.March 3 tst,1897, is 46,885 ,0c0 
yen—t.e. War Loan, Railway Loan, and Indus- 
trial Loan. The Budget Committee asked 
the Delegate of the Finance Department 
whether the withdrawal of such a large sum of 
floating capital might not disturb the money 
market, but the Delegate replied that nothing 
of the kind was apprehended by the Govern- 
ment. Nor need it be, we imagine, consider- 
ing what has taken place in the past. 


Public attention is now turning to the ques- 
tion of the State’s total liabilities and its ability 


to bearthem. The various loans, contemplated 
or already in existence, for which the Treasury 
is liable, are as follow :— 
Loans and Liabilities already cone 

tracted or in process of contraction Yen. 

with Parliamentary Consent.,....., « 288,000,000 
War Loan (including 30 millions to 

be floated in the immediate future) 110,000,000 
Public Undertakings Loan ....... eevee 135,000,000 

Total csissae treecevcevoeesesseeses 533,:000,000 

It is not to be assumed that the State will be 
liable for the whole of this sum at any given 
time. The process of redemption goes on con- 
tinuously, and, as the Minister of State for 
Finance recently explained to the Diet, the 
country’s indebtedness will reach its maxi- 
mum in 1901, when the figure will stand at 499 
million yes. Commenting on this fact, the 
Nippon observes that a sum of about 45 million 
yen annually will then be required for the ser- 
vice of the debt, namely, 25 millions of interest 
and 20 millions of sinking fund. Our con- 
temporary then goes on to argue that if the 
revenue of the State reaches120 million yen annu- 
ally under the new system of taxation, the sum 
required for the service of the national debt will 
be 37.5 per cent. of the public income, whereas 
in Great Britain 30.9 per cent. suffices; in 
France, 37.3 percent.; in Germany 10.7 per 
cent.; in Russia 25.8 per cent.; in Italy 36 per 
cent., and in the United States 6.1 per cent. 
“Thus,” we are told, “ Japan, though a young 
Power, is in a much worse position, so far as her 
national debt is concerned, than all the old 
Powers of the Occident, the record being less 
favorable than that of even France and Italy, the 
two most heavily incumbered States in Europe.” 
Is it not astonishing that a man so totally ignor- 
ant of the rules of arithmetic as this writer in the 
Nippon evidently is, should undertake to pub- 
licly discuss a great financial problem? If the 
Nippon’s expert gave himself the trouble to 
calculate, he would see that, assuming a fixed 
amount of 45 millions to be set apart annually 
by way of interest (at 5 per cent.) and sinking 
fund for the service of a debt of 499 million 
yen, the whole debt would be extinguished in 
17 years, whereas the Government’s intention is 
to devote 38 years to the process of extinction, 
commencing with the fiscal year 1896-97.° If 
the debt attained its maximum in 1901, and if 
the redemption then proceeded without any 
further borrowing, a sum of a little over 33} 
million yen annually would suffice to carry out 
the Government's programme of total rédemp- 
tion by the end of 1934. But there is a compli- 
cating and, perhaps, a variable factor on ac- 
count of the gradual calling in of the In- 
dustrial Loan, and we are therefore unable to 
construct an exact equation without fuller 
information than that hitherto published. What 
we know, however, is that the Treasury intends 
to appropriate a yearly sum of 28,700,000 yen 
to the service of the Debt, and that to this total 
must be added interest on the gradual issues of 
the Industrial Loan. Altogether, it may safely 
be assumed that a sum of 35 million yen will be 
the appropriation required when the debt reaches 
iis maximum in 1901. Now the normal growth 
of the public revenue is at least 4 million yen 
annually, and the new taxes proposed by the 
Government are expected to bring in a net in- 
crease of fully 25 million yen. ‘Hence the re- 
venue in 1901 may be safely put at 135 million 
yen, and the sum required for the Service of the 
national debt will be 26 per cent., approximate- 
ly, of the revenue. Another point to be noted 
here is the very brief period within which the 
financiers of Japan purpose paying off the na- 
tional debt. It is for that reason, chiefly, that 
so large a fraction of the revenue has to 
be devoted to the service of the debt. We 
confess that the programme of the Treasury 
in this respectJ{does not commend itself. Why 
should the people be required to make such 
an effort? The national debt has not been 
contracted for the benefit of one or two gene- 
rations, but for the perpetual benefit of the 
country. A large portion of it represents the 
fund employed for commuting the revenues 
of the feudal chiefs : in other words, for abolish- 
ing feudalism. Another portion represents the 
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capital expended upon railways, telegraphs, 
docks, light-houses, public buildings, and so 
forth, all of which pass down to posterity. It 
is only just that posterity should contribute 
something to the cost of acquiring these valu- 
able properties. We should be disposed to 
assign a century, from 1896, as a reasonable 
time for paying off the debt, in which case the 
whole sum required for the service need not 
exceed 263 million yes. Thirty-eight years 
seems (to be an unduly short period. 





FLUCTUATIONS OF SHARES AND |': 
STOCKS. 
—_——_—______ —- --—- 

Since the beginning of the year the fluctaa- 
tion that shares and stocks have undergone in 
both Tokyo and Osaka are extraordimary. The 
victorious issue of the war, and the sudden 
starting of various undertakings gave rise toa 
speculative tendency almost unprecedented, so 
that shares and stocks of every description rose 
to abnormal figures. For example, the shares 
of the Osaka Stock Exchange, the face value of 
which is 50 yeu, rose by leaps and bounds until 
they reached at length the extraordinary figure 
of 1,010 yen, in the latter part of November: 
that is to say, more than 20 times their original 
cost. Almost the same thing happened to the 
shares of the Tokyo Stock Exchange about the 
same period. They rose to no less than 824 yen, 
or about 15 times their face value. Such a super- 
ficial state of the market could not last long. By 
and by, owing, first, to the contemplated floating 
of the Public Undertakings Loan, as well as an- 
other installment of the War Loan ; secondly, to 
the establishment of a large number of new 
companies or the expansion of old—processes 
that necesarily withdrew considerable sums from 
circulation ; thirdly, to the projected imposition 
of the business tax upon companies; fourthly, 
to the Treasury’s anticipated change of policy 
in reducing the volume of currency in circula- 
tion; and fifthly, to a reaction that the market 
naturally experienced, shares have suffered 
heavy depreciation. The following table shows 
the quotations for certain securities during De- 
cember last, and on the 22nd of the present 
month, in the Osaka market :— 

Highest Quotation 


reason, 


in December. send inst. Fall 
Yen; Yen. Yen. 
Kyushu Railway... 78.50 63.80 14.70 
Sanyo Railway ....0.... 68.90 57-90 11.00 
Kwansai Railway ...... 86.80 00 17.80 
Osaka Railway ..cccoses 149.00 115.50 33-50 
Sangu Railway .......0 102.50 89.20 13.30 
Commercial Bank ,..... 52.80 45-10 7.70 
Stock Exchange ......06 595-00 491.00 104.00 
Rice Exchange ......... 489.00 30400 185.00 
Osaka Steamship Co... 78:10 59.45 18.65] Kaisha. 


Here, also, is a table showing quotations in 
the Tokyo market for tlre 21st of December and 
the 2oth of January :— 


Dec. ast. soth inst. Difference. 
en, Yen. en. 

War Bounds Oeeccesece ooeccsee 101.50 10Q.40 0.90 
Sanyo Railway vase wen OF: 54-80 — 9.00 
Kwansai Railway ......00 76.70 67.20 — 9.50 
Kyushu Railway  ......08. 72.60 61.30 —I1.30 
Tanko Railway .. ...cceee 104.70 90.80 —13.90 
Yusen Kaisha ..........ec08, 104.30 89.20 —15.10 
Kawagafuchi Sping. Co... 74.00 64.90 — 9.10 
Tokyo Stock Exchange...608.00 51300 —~95.00 





DEPARTURE OF COUNT COUDEN- 
HOVE. 
as 

Count and Countess Coudenhove left Tokyo 
on Tuesday by the 11.45 a.m, train for Kobe. A 
number of people, both foreigners and Japanese, 
assembled at Shimbashi to see them off, among 
the number being the Representatives of Russia, 
France, the United States, and Italy; Marquis 
and Marchioness Nabeshima; Viscount Kaye- 
da; many members of the Foreign Corps Dip- 
lomatique, and private residents of Tokyo of 
all nationalities. Earnest wishes for the welfare 
of the Count and Countess, and above all for 
their speedy return to Japan, were universally 
expressed. 


Google 


THE DIFFICULTY OF BEING F UST. 


Commenting upon the fruits of Japan’s re- 
cent victories, the ‘Vorth-China Daily News 
says :—‘‘ There is unfortunately something of the 
Dead Sea apple about some of these fruits of 
victory now that they are gathered. Japan has 
indeed a portion of the indemnily safely to her 
credit in the Bank of England ; the commercial 
concessions she has had to share with Western 
Powers just as anxious to encourage the em- 
ployment of their toiling millions as she herself 
It is almost phenomenal to find a serious 
journal writing in such a strain so long after 
the events discussed by it. 
our Shanghai contemporary ought to have 
reached a clear understanding of the facts. 
Does it really suppose that when Japan obtained 
commercial concessions from her neighbour, 
she was so ignorant of the most-favoured-nation 
clause as to imagine that she could exclude other 
Powers from the enjoyment of those privileges 
and retain them entirely for herself? 
no statesmen in the world have been taught the 
significance of the most-favoured-nation clause 
by so many drastic lessons as the Japanese. 
They know perfeetly well that every concession 
wrested from China would inure to the benefit 
of every Power having a treaty with her, and they 
actually inserted one concession which, had 
they been influenced by selfish motives only, 
they would carefully have excluded, namely, 
the concession about foreign manufactories with- 
in Chinese dominions. 
think that Japan is one bit less selfish than any 
other Power, but we do think that to charge her 
with selfishness in connection with procedure 
which, if it indicates anything at all, indicates 
unselfishness, is a most curious perversion of 
Certainly if Japan hoped to gain any 
credit for her efforts to open China to foreign 
trade, criticisms sou ndiscriminating as those of 
the leading Shanghai journal must effectually 
disappoint her, and if the continuance of such 
efforts depends upon the encouragement or re- 
cognition she has hitherto received from fo- 
reigners, she is pretly sure to desist. 


—_— + 


—_-—___—__- 

It is reported by the vernacular press that the 
Government has selected four special navigation 
routes to be subsidized in accordance with the 
new Navigation Law now before the Diet. 
These routes are Australia (12 services a year), 
Bombay (12 services), Viadivostock (18 services), 
and Korsakoff (8 services). The steamers to 
be used are all owned by the Nippon Yusen 


about 30 vessels representing some 50,000 
tons displacement, to the four lines. 
Company owns at present a total of 57 steam- 
ers, representing 85,871 tons displacement. 


If fifty thousand tons be diverted to the four 
special routes enumerated above, only some 
thirty-five thousand tons remain for other lines. 
The Asahé says that the 27 steamers represent- 
ing this remaining tonnage will be subsidized, 
in accordance with the rates given in the new 
Law for Encouraging Navigation, the aggregate 
sum thus paid on their account being 580,000 
yen a year. 
will be given to the other 30 steamers, we are 
left without any information. 
according to the journals from which we quote 
—contemplates opening its new service to 
Europe by about March, having already de- 
spatched three of its officers to the West in 
order to investigate matters relating to the 
service, and also to order the building of 
special steamers in England. We(Fapan Mat!) 
can not see, however, that there is any possibility 
of starting the service so soon. 

The Navigation Encouragement Law is ac- 
companied by another measure of kindred 
nature, namely, the Ship-building Encourage- 
ment Bill, which provides—as our readers are 
probably aware—a certain fixed rate of aid 
for the building of ships of and above 1,000 
tons displacement. 
alone of the given capacity has been built ina 



































peennere dock-yard, namely, in the Tategami 
ock at Nagasaki, the only yard of sufficient 
nagnitude for the construction of a steamer of 
that size. TheAuthorilies estimate that the yearly 
amount of the aid provided by the Bill will be 
200,000 yen, at the rate of 25,000 yes upon a 
steamer of 1,000 tons. In other words, it is 
anticipated that eight steamers of the specified 
class wil] be constructed yearly. 

In this context we may refer to an item of 
news, mentioned in a Tokyo paper, as to the 
probable site of the new naval station to be con- . 
structed somewhere on the northern coast of 
Japan. That part of the main island is now 
practically defenceless. A naval station at 
Maizuru is projected, indeed, but the appro- 
priation for it has yet to be granted. Vice-Ad- 
miral Viscount Ito was therefore directed to 
make an inspection tour last year along the 
coast. He found Tsuruga unsuited for the 
purpose, the Bay being comparatively straight, 
and moreover directly exposed to the north- 
easterly winds. After carefal examination of all 
the vicinity, he is said to have come to the con- 
clusion that an inlet in the Bay of Nagano, in 
Noto, close by Nakai village, is best adapted 
for the anchorage of warships and torpedo 
boats, there being a deep basin, not only spa- 
cious, but also having several windings. It is 
expected that before long the Navy will use that 
harbour as one of ils regular stations. 


—_——_-_--—~—___- — 


Surely by this time 


Probably 








2HE COLONIAL DEPARTMENT AND 
COUNT KABAYAMA. 
—_——_—____—-- 


The vernacular press informs us that the Go- 
vernment has decided to detach Hokkaido from 
the control of the Home Department, and For- 
mosa from that of the War Department, and to 
place them both under the control of the Colo- 
nial Department that isto be newly established. 
This intelligence has suggested various conjec- 
(ures as to the probable Minister of the new 
Department. The latest forecast, given by the 
F ijt, is, that Viscount Takashima, Vice-Gover- 
nor-General of Formosa, will receive the uew 
porfolio; that Count Kabayama, Governor- 
General of Formosa, will become Minister of 
State for the Navy, and that the occupant of the 
latter post, Marquis Saigo, well accept, without 
demur, the governor-generalship of Formosa. 
Whether Count Kabayama will consent to the 
arrangement can not be known till his return, 
which event, already more than once announced 
by the vernacular papers, is apparently in imme- 
diate contemplation. From an account of an 
interview with Viscount Takashima, published 
in the Kokumin, the Governor-General appears 
to be suffering from brain trouble, that too 
familiar ailment in Japan, and His Excellency’s 
friends, fearing that the disease will develop 
under climatic conditions so unfavourable as 
those of Formosa, are urging him to return to 
Japan. Hitherto, however, the Count has re- 
jected all such advice, declaring that he can 
not think of quitting an island entrusted to his 
charge by the Emperor, until order is com- 
pletely restored. Thus his departure will be 
deferred until the suppression of the Formosan 
insurrection can be definitely announced, which 
will be very soon. A rumour that he has al- 
ready sent in his resignation, is emphatically 
denied by Viscount Takashima, though it has 
appeared in several vernacular journals. 


We do not pretend to 


MARITIME NEWS. 
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That Company intends to devote 


The 


But with regard to the subsidy that 
The Company— 


—_————— 


DINNERS GIVEN BY THE MINISTER 


PRESIDENT OF STATE. 
—————_-o-—_—- 

On Tuesday evening a dinner was given by 
Marquis and Marchioness Ito to a select party, 
including Their Imperial Highnesses Prince and 
Princess Komatsu ; Their Excellencies Marquis 
and Marchioness Oyama, Marquis Saigo, Baron 
von Gutschmid, Count Orfini, Count Wyden- 
bruck ; Mr. and Madame Sannomiya, Baron 
and Baroness Suyematsu, Admiral Baron Ito, 
Mr. and Mrs. von Treutler, and a number of 
the members of the Diplomatic Corps and high 


Thus far, one steamer 
officials. 
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THE BUDGET ANDTHE OPPOSITION.| THE EXPANSION OF THE ARMY 
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Though the Budget Committee, as a body, 
has decided to endorse the Budget in the form 
proposed by the Government, with one or two 
unimportant exceptions, not a few of the com- 
mitteeemen were dissatisfied with the decision 
of the majority. Needless to say, these mal- 
contents belongéd exclusively to the Sekinin- 
ha; that is to say, the politicians seeking to 
hold the Cabinet responsible for the retroces- 
sion of the Liaotung peninsula and the 
Korean imbroglio. It appears that this minority 
contemplates moving an amendment in the 
Budgetary appropriations relating to the incre- 
ment of the Army and Navy, and will also in- 
troduce a proposal for retrenchment of Ad- 
ministrative expenses, when the Budget comes 
up for discussion by the House. The main 
points in the intended amendmentare sald to be 
that the sums appropriated for developing the 
Navy should be doubled ; that the scheme of 
Army expansion should be curtailed by one 
half; and that the Administrative expenses 
should be reduced to the extent of 10 per cent. 
The Government’s programme, according to the 
Pomiuri—from which we take this account 
of the Opposition’s views—is to build one line- 
of-battle ship of 15,000 tons displacement, two 
cruisers’ of 7,500 tons and 4,850 tons respec- 
tively, and one torpedo-destroyer of 1,200 tons. 
The minority think that the requirements of the 
empire call for 4 ironclads, 8 or 9 cruisers, and 
an increased number of torpedo destroyers ; 
and that, accordingly, the naval appropriation, 
which stands at 94 million yen, approximately, 
in the Budget should be raised to 187 million 
yen. ‘The idea of these members is to meet the 
additional outlay by recourse to the installments 
of the indemnity to be hereafter received from 
China. With regard to the Government's ex- 
pansion measures in the case of the Army, the 
Opposition politicians are of opinion that any 
increase in the number of military Divisions 
should be confined to the troops needed for the 
defence of Formosa, that the development of the 
rest of the Army should be effected by adding 
brigades or regiments to the Divisions already 
existing, as well as by expanding the organi- 
zation of engineering, cavalry, commissariat, and 
gendarmerie corps. They believe that all this 
may be achieved at one-half of the cost contem- 
plated by the Government's scheme. As to 
curtailing Administrative expenses, they argue 
that the enforcement of the new taxation mea- 
sures, imposing upon the people burdens heavier 
by about 35 per cent., make it a plain duty 
Ubat public servanis should share the new in- 
cubus. To effect this, the total of the Admini- 
strative expenses, that is to say, 30,245,290 
yen should be reduced by 10 per cent., an 
economy of more than 3 million yes being thus 
effected. The Vomiuri says that not a few 
members of the National Unionist Party are in- 
clined to approve the above lines, and that if the 
support of the whole Party be secured, the pro- 
posed amendments can be carried. 





THE HIROSHIMA COURT'S FUDG- 
MENT. 


egal ta? Meee 

We owe an explanation to our readers for not 
having yet placed before them a translation of 
the Judgment delivered by the preliminary tri- 
bunal in Hiroshima, in the case of Viscount 
Miura and others, accused of murder and sedi- 
tion. The fact is that, inasmuch as great im- 
portance attaches to the affair, we are unwilling 
to accept as absolutely authentic the versions of 
the finding that have appeared in vernacular 
newspapers, many of them having been trans- 
mitted by telegraph from Hiroshima. An 


ideographic script is a delicate matter, very apt: 


to have its exact sense distorted by the pho- 
netic treatment of the telegraph. We prefer, 
therefore, to wait until we can procure an 
unquestionably accurate copy of the finding. 
Very soon we hope to publish a carefully pre- 
pared and trustworthy translation, 





Google 


AND NAVF. 
——&-——- 

If the information given in the Afainichi as 
to the scope of the contemplated expansion of 
the Japanese Army and Navy, be authentic, the 
Opposition, especially the Progressionists, whose 
organ the Mainichi is, are decidedly making 
much ado about nothing. The Mainichi says 
that although the ships that the Naval Authori- 
ties propose to build during the period ending 
in the 35th fiscal year, thatis to say, March 31st, 
1903, are one iron-clad of 15,140 tons displace- 
ment; two first-class cruisers, of 7,500 tons 
each; three second class cruisers, of 4,850 
tons each, and one torpedo-tender of 1,200 
tons displacement — making an aggregate 
amounting to 45,890 tons — the  construc- 
tion of other ships is also contemplated by 
the end of March 1906. This second batch of 
ships consists of three iron-clads of 15,140 tons 
each; two first-class cruisers of 7,500 tons 
each; two third-class cruisers of 3,200 tons 
each; two torpedo-tenders of 1,200 tons each, 
and a torpedo-dep6&t ship of 6,750 tons, or an 
aggregate displacement of 75,970 tons. Hence 
the AMasnichs's interpretation of the Govern- 
ment’s project is that, by March 31st, 1906, the 
tonnage of the Navy will have received an addi- 
tion of 121,860 tons. If to this be added the 
displacement, 80,000, of the existing fleet, to- 
gether with that, 24,000, of the two iron- 
clads now in course of construction, the 
grand total is 226,000 tons, in round numbers. 
It must be observed that the period of the con- 
tinuing expenditures for the construction of 
warships, as given in the Budget, extends only 
as far as the spring of 1903, and no item for 
constructing ships beyond that year is shown. 
Hence the Afainich# speaks from information 
not generally accessible. We have reason to 
believe, however, that our contemporary’s state- 
ment is inthe main correct. In fact, it tallies 
with-the account given in these columns some 
lime ago of the Government’s programme as we 
understood it then. Hence it will be seen that 
the difference between the Government and 
the Opposition is now one of time only. 
The Government thinks that if the Navy 
is brought up to the proposed strength by 1906, 
it will suffice ; the Opposition would hasten the 
period by three or four years. For our own part, 
we are disposed to think that the Opposition’s 
view is correct. 


As tothe expansion of the Army, the same 
paper learns that, as already stated by us, five 
new Divisions will be added, representing a 
strength of 58,353, of all ranks, with the colours, 
and that the six Divisions already existing will 
be increased by 14,474 officers and men. The 
fumber of horses in the five new Divisions will 
be 8,107, and the number added to the six 
old Divisions will be 4,341. In other words, 
the total increase of the Army with the colours 
will be 72,827 of all ranks, and 12,448 horses. 
The strength of the Army with the colours being, 
at present, 77,168 men and 9,969 horses, the total 
strength, on the completion of the new pro- 
gramme, will be 149,995 men, and 22,417 
horses. In fact, the Army willbe doubled. The 
Mainich: alleges that this expansion is to be 
completed by rgor, and criticises the scheme 
as being too extensive and too hurried; but 
according to our information, the Government’s 
programme is to be extended over a period of 
nine years, ending in 1905. 


— 
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THE INDEMNITY. 


—_—_—_@—_ 

Ignorant folks wonder at the Government's de- 
positing the Chinese indemnity, already amount- 
ing to 120 million yen, in the Bank of England 
without obtaining any interest, while interest at 
the rate of 5 per cent. has to be paid to the Bank 
of Japan on the sum borrowed from it to carry 
on the war. Such persons do not know, says 
the Nicht Nichi, that while the Government is 
paying interest at the rate of 5 per cent. to 
the Bank, the latter has also to pay interest 
at the same rate on its issues of convertible 
notes over and above the ordinary limit. 


ee 


Consequently, no loss at all is incurred by the 
Government, except a small payment to the 
Bank on account of charges incidental to the 
issue of the notes. On the other hand, the 
country would be subjected to considerable loss 
should the indemnity be transmitted to Japan. 
In the first place, in converting so much gold 
into silver a sensible appreciation of the latter 
would take place, to say nothing of insurance and 
freight, which must amount to a good deal. 
The indemnity of 120 million yen may be con- 
sidered a big sum at first sight, but it mast be 
remembered that, according to the Budget, a 
sam of from 80 to go million yen is to be dis- 
bursed on account of warships and other mili- 
tary and naval outlays. Moreover, the pur- 
chase of rails and such articles may amount to 
some 30 million yes a year judging from the 
present state of railway enterprise. In short, 
were the indemnity transmitted to Japan, the 
country would be subjected to a loss on account 
of exchange and transportation; a loss in the pre- 
sent and a similar loss in the future. 


Evidently, however, the Government does not 
intend to deposit all the installments—as they 
are paid—in the Bank of England. In the 
supplementary Budget for the fiscal year now 
closing, the Treasury asks for a sum of 22,307 
yen by way of expenses incidental to dealing 
with the indemnity, while another sum of 
77,000 yes for the same purpose, is to be ap- 
propriated in the supplementary Budget for the 
coming fiscal year. According to the Shogyo 
Shimpo, Mr. Matsuo, a Government Delegate 
for the Treasury, is said to have given to the 
Budget Committee the following explanation 
with respect to these expenses in connection 
with the indemnity :—Although the installments 
of the indemnity received by the Japanese Re- 
presentative in London from the Chinese Re- 
presentative are now deposited on current 
account in the Bank of England, they can 
not be left there indefinitely. Steps must be 
taken to transmit them to Japan, either in the 
form of exchange or in cash, the condition 
of the money market being carefully observed 
in connection with these transactions. More- 
over, as another installment is to be received in 
May, to be followed by another later on, and so 
in succession for seven years, it becomes neces- 
sary for the Government to establish in London 
some special mechanism to deal with the 
money. The Nippon Ginko will be asked to 
undertake the business, to keep the installments, 
to arrange for their receipt and application, and 
to take steps for transmitting portions of them 
to Japan by purchasing bills or silver. It 
is to this purpose that the item ip the supple- 
mentary Budget is to beapplied. The Nippon 
Ginko having established a special agency in 
London, it will be necessary to make arrange- 
ments for competent auditing, and the Treasury 
will appoint a proper official for the purpose. 
Further, in effecting the purchase of bills of ex- 
change or silver, the state of the market must be 
constantly observed. In eonnection with that the 
Japanese Consuls stationed at important centres 
in Europe and America will be required to sub- 
mitreports. All these things involve the outlay 
given in the supplementary Budget. 


The same paper learns, also on the strength 
of an explanation given by another Government 
Delegate to the Budget Committee, that the 
Government intends to raise hereafter a further 
installment of 30 million yes of the War Loan, 
thereby bringing the total to 120 million yen, 
as follows :— 





Ist and 2nd installments of War Yen. 
LGA. acccuidastasgeesaiacennas sieetine -«» 80,000,000 
War Bonds issued to be used for 
purposes of tewards in connec- 
tion with the War,....... ausduus diane » 4,040,000 
Another issue of the same Bonds ,,. 5,960,000 
War Loan to be floated at an early 
GEG. ciisaseciascsecncasridcasncssVeencives’ 40,000,000 
Total c.csccsesssessvssseeeseeser 120,000,000 
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VHE “NIPPON'S” FINANCIAL IDEAS. 
—_ 

We have already shown that the Mippon’s cal- 
culations about the burden of Japan’s national 
debt, as compared with the debts of western 
countries, are very fallacious. The Mich 
Nichi takes up the same subject, and makes 
some interesting remarks on it. Our con- 
temporary says that though the total interest on 
the national debt has grown from 14 to 23 mil- 
lion yen iu three years, itis still a small figure 
when considered with relation to the population 
of the empire. Omitting the population of For. 
inosa, it appears that the interest paid by Japan 
on account of her public indebtedness is at 
the rate of only 55 sen per head of the popula- 
tion, whereas the ratio is 12 yes per head 
in France, 8 yes in Portugal, 7 yer in Italy, 6 
yen in England, 5 yen in Austria, 4 ven in Ger- 
many, 2 yen in Russia, 14 yen in Turkey, and 
1 yen in Norway and Sweden. Only two coun- 
tries, Switzerland and Montenegro, are less en- 
cumbered in this respect than Japan, the rate 
being 40 ses in the former and 2 sen in the 
latter. 

These figures are certainly significant, but the 
Nippon's method of estimating the burden of 
the debt by considering its relation to the in- 
come available for its payment is also practical 
and proper. Of the two, indeed, we prefer the 
Nippon's calculation. Nothing can be more 
fallacious than to base a financial statement 
of the kind in question on the mere num- 
ber of a country’s inhabitants. We must first 
have a definite idea about the comparative 
wealth of the various nations included in the 
review. Roughly speaking, all the figures relat- 
ing to Great Britain’s finance are ten times 
the corresponding figures for Japan, but we 
should certainly be under the mark if we 
said that Eugland is only ten times richer 
than Japan. Hence, though each unit of 
the United Kingdom’s population pays taxes 
amounting, approximately, to 30 ye per annum, 
the burden of taxation can not be said to bear 
more heavily on British subjects than does a 
corresponding payment of 3 yes on Japanese. 
In Germany, again, the rate of taxation is 11 yen 
per head, approximately, or, say, four times the 
rate in Japan. Which of the two countries is 
the more highly taxed? These are questions 
that can not be intelligently answered without 
far deeper research than has yet been made 
into the wealth of Japan. 














HOW T0 DEAL WITH THE ESTATES 


OF THE NATIVES OF FORMOSA. 
—_——_—_»—— 

It is easy to conceive that the question of 
dealing satisfactorily with the people of For- 
mosa and their estates must cause much trouble 
to the Authorities. Already they are said to be 
considerably embarrassed by the case of Liu 
Wei-yuen, the largest land-owner in Formosa. 
Liu is said to possess more than a third of the 
whole island. Within his extensive domains 
foreigners have leased tracts of some extent. 
When Liu understood that the leader of the 
Black Flags was short of funds, he is re- 
ported to have offered a large sum to the 
arch-rebel, and then to have fled to Amoy. 
His complicity with the insurrection having 
been established, it was proposed by the Go- 
vernor-General’s Bureau to confiscate the whole 
of his estate, but that summary step was not 
approved by the Administrative Board of For- 
mosa, an Office under the direct control of the 
Cabinet. The Governor-General’s Bureau was 
asked to defer the disposal of Liu’s estate pend- 
ing fuller inquiries into the matter. The Ad- 
ministrative Board then despatched a letter to 
Liu, asking for an explanation why he had fur- 
nished war funds to the Black Flag chief, and 
why he had gone over to Amoy. Tothese queries 
Liu replied that, in answer to a peremptory 
demand from the Black Flag leader for money, 
he had told the latter to collect the crops grow- 
ing on his estate and to apply them to the 
purpose he had in view, but that the rebel chief, 
instead of complying with this suggestion, 
forced Liu’s tenants to contribute money. With 


Go 


much attached, since he had received from the 
Emperor the Third Class official rank. But 
Bureau, probably in connexion with the latest 
confiscating his estate was once more repre- 
sented. 


Board hesitated, whereupon it was asked by 
the 


that no grounds for fear exist. 


easy to obtain on the security of title-deeds, 

























coward is easily perturbed by a petty complica- 
tion and cannot hope to achieve anything. 
So it is with a nation; especially a na- 
tion which, like Japan, has suddenly grown 
into a Power in the eyes of the world. 
Such a nation must decide upon her course of 
action deliberately, and settle her policy with a 
firm decision, so that whenever any obstacle 
comes in her path, she may remove it with 
inflexible courage and spirit. The trouble of 
last year was simply a small ripple upon the 
great’ sea of Oriental politics. Such was the 
gist of Mr. Sugimura’s remarks. As for Mr. 
Okamoto, his speech had no particular interest. 
He simply stated that, having received a military 
training from his youth, his disposition was to 
throw himself with the utmost energy into 
any project that commended itself to his simple 
mind. The Koreans complication of October 
8th had seemed to him such a case. 


We reproduce this report of the speeches be- 
cause it is interesting to know how the principal 
Japanese actorsin the coup désdé of October 8th 
comport themselves. We should have expected a 
different tone. We should have expected that, 
while Viscount Miara and the rest might vindi- 
cate the wisdoin and even the necessity—accor- 
ding to their lights—of dethroning the Queen of 
Korea and restoring the Prince- Parent to power, 
they would lose no public opportunity of lament- 
ing the brutal murder of the Queen, and earnest- 
ly disavowing all association or sympathy with 
that foul crime. But unfortunately for their 
own reputation, such isnottheir mood. Observ- 
ing their attitude—if the Hiroshima newspaper 
has correctly reported their speeches—we can 
not but regret that evidence sufficient to establish 
their criminal guilt was not forthcoming. 


regard to his visit to Amoy, he averred that he 
had undertaken it simply for the purpose of 
bidding farewell to China, a country to which 
not only his family, but also he himself, were 


further evidence about Liu’s complicity having 
been obtained by the Governor-General’s 
the necessity of 


disturbances in Formosa, 


Again, however, the Administrative 


Bureau to indicate some limit of time 
within which a decision might be expected. 
As to the apprehension entertained in some 
quarters that, taking advantage of the unsettled 
state of affairs, crafty natives and covetous 
foreigners might acquire lands under spurious 
title-deeds or other documents, and might 
then attempt to assert right of ownership, 
the Authorities are said to have declared 
It seems that 
a regular system was pursued in the island 
in connection with the transfer of land, three 
documents being prepared on such occa- 
sious, one to be kept by the Government, and 
the other two by the seller and buyer re- 
spectively. Further, loans of money had been 


and many small proprietors, having availed 
themselves of that accommodation before the 
insurrection, subsequently found great difficulty 
in establishing their titles, the holders of the 
deeds having lost them during the disturbances. 
Evidently some system must be devised for 
dealing with pitiable cases of that nature. The 
land held by foreigners in the island is of 
much smaller extent than had been expected ; 
according to the same information, it does not 
exceed about fifty lots throughout the whole of 
Formosa. The question about those lots is 
whether they ought to be purchased by the Go- 
vernment, or whether the present ownership 
should be officially recognized. The Autho- 
riies are said to be of opinion that official 
recognition must be extended (o all rights of 
ownership resting on grants duly made by the 
Chinese Government. 


VISCOUNT MIURA & HIS FELLOW-§ 


PRISONERS. 
a 

So soon as Viscount Miura and his fellow- 
prisoners were acquitted by the Hiroshima 
Preliminary Court, on the ground of insufficient 
evidence, the leading citizens of that town 
invited them to a congratulatory banquet. The 
Viscount and Messrs. Sugimura and Okamoto 
are reported to have made short speeches. 
Among other things, the Viscount is said to have 
avowed that the share taken by the Japanese in 
the coup d’é/dt was his work and his work only, 
even Mr. Sugimura, his direct subordinate in 
the Legation, not having been informed of what 
was on foot until three or four days before the 
occurrence. Headded that, by whomsoever Japan 
might be represented in Sul, Korea wasacountry 
where troubles could scarcely fail to arise, and 
that he had been well aware beforehand of the 
complication impending last October. ‘‘ But,” 
said he, ‘‘in order to uphold the integrity of Korea 
and to maintain the dignity of Japan, it was but 
natural that I should bring to the business what- 
ever I possessed of strength and capacity. When 
a public crisis is imminent how cana man pause 
to take care for his own life.” The ex-Secretary 
of the Legation observed that he had lived in 
Soul as a diplomatic official since 1886, and 
had served as Chargé d’Affaires two or three 
times during the absence of a Japanese Minister, 
for the post had seen frequent changes of per- 
sonnel. Korea was an independent country 
merely on the map. In the sequel of ages of 
maladministration, both rulers and ruled had 
become addicted to idleness, and were placidly 
ignorant that their country constitutes the 
very centre of the Oriental problem. Thus 
they readily became the tools of others. But 
Japan having once for all decided to protect 
them, must, in order to carry through her re- 
solve, pursue her course unflinchingly. A 








RAILWAFS. 


—____q—__—__ 

Of the Railway Bills enbmitted by the Govern- 
ment to the Diet, three have been rejected by 
the Budget Committee, namely, the Kanagawa- 
Hachioji railway, the Tokyo Elevated Rail- 
way, and the Hokkaido railway. The first, 
given in the Supplementary Budget forthe 28th 
fiscal year as a branch line of the Central Route, 
has been expunged by the House of Representa- 
tives from the continuing expenditure appro- 
priated for the Central Railway, and the only 
hope of having it restored during this session 
lies in the attitude that the House of Peers may 
assume towards it. The other two projects, 
though struck out of the Budget by the Com- 
mittee, have yet to come before the Houses, and 
their fate is uncertain, for though they have been 
rejected by the Committee, composed chiefly 
of Liberals whose Party is opposed to the lines, 
they may be revived by the Lower House, 
seeing that the Progressionists and National 
Unionists are said to be dissatisfied with the 
Committee’s decision. Further, the Zefsudo 
Doshi-Kai, a society organized by Members 
of Parliament interested in railway construc- 
tion questions, without distinction of parties, 
are also opposed to the Budget Committee’s 
views. This Society held a conference on the 
morning of the 24th instant, and passed a reso- 
lution that the Society would support the Go- 
vernment’s measures relating to the construction 
of the Hokkaido Railway and the improvement 
of existing State lines, and would also support 
the project of an elevated railway between 
Shimbashi and the proposed Central Station to 
be constructed in the neighbourhood of Gofuku- 
bashi—taking steps subsequently to have the 
line extended to the Uyeno terminus, also as a 
Government undertaking: 

The Sanyo Railway Company has conceived 
an extensive project. It has submitted to the 
Authorities an application that the Tokaido 
Trunk line be sold to it at the original cost, 
namely, 30 million yen approximately. Our 
readers doubtless remember that the doubling 
of the Tokaido line constitutes a principal item 
of the expenditure proposed by the Govern- 
ment under the heading of ‘‘railway improve- 
ment.” The proposal, after considerable dis- 
cussion, has been approved by the Budget 
Committee, subject to the reservation that the 
work be deferred for one year. This decision 
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of the Committee is regarded with dissatis- 
faction by the public, and also by a large 
number of members of the Diet, for they 
think, with apparent justice, that the doub- 
ling of the trunk line is a matter of urgent 
necessily, inasmuch as the present defective 
transportation involves delay in handling mare 
than 20,000 tons of goods every day. Appa- 
rently the Sanyo Railway Company has taken 
advantage of this state of affairs. The main 
points in the application submitted to the 
Authorities are said to be that the trunk line 
must be reconstructed on the wide-gauge sys- 
tem; that the present is the time to effect this 
improvement, seeing that the Government is 
resolved to double the line; and that, should 
the project of the Company be approved, and 
the trunk line sold to it at cost price, 
the Company will pledge itself to con- 
vert the line, as well as its own sail- 
way between Kobe and Shimonoseki, into 
the wide gauge. The applicants are re- 
ported to believe that even if their proposal be 
not entertained by the authorities, it may. at 
least serve the good purpose of bringing home 
to them the necessity of the changes. advocated. 
s The Hokkaido Colonial Railway construction 
scheme is likely to become one of the most 
complicated problems of the session, the issue 
having resolved itself into a competition between 
private projectors and the Government. The 
big scheme, for building a net-work of lines in 
the northern island, does not seem likely, so far 
as we can judge at present, to receive the con- 
sentof the Diet. Neither does it appear to be a 
conception of the Liberals alone, for according 
to the Chuo, the Progressionists have decided 
not to make ita party question, but to leave 
their members free to vote according to indivi- 
dual choice. It would seem, therefore, that the 
railway problem is destined to occupy a leading 
place in the Diet’s discussions this session. 
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THE ‘‘\CHUO” AND MR. DYER. 
——————_~>—__—— 

Mr. Jerome, Dyer, who came last spring to 
Japan in the capacity of a member of the Mel- 
bourne Chamber of Commerce and representa- 
tive of the Victorian Government, was merciless- 
ly attacked by the Chuo in arecentissue. In 
fact, that journal called him, in so many words, 
a ‘‘ great, blue-eyed swindler.” Its criticism was 
not confined to Mr. Dyer, but extended to the 
Departmentof Agriculture and Commerce, which 
is accused of want of vigilance in allowing itself 
to be easily imposed upon and employed as a 
mere tool in his hands. 

“Who was Mr. Dyer,” wrote the Chuo. ‘‘He 
professed to he a member of the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce. A member of the 
Melbourne Chamber forsooth! That was a 
deliberate falsehood. He was only a clerk in the 
office of the Zribune, published in that city ; 
was sued by his creditors for a sum amount- 
ing to about £460, a debt contracted chiefly 
through dissipation ; was declared insolvent, and 
was ostracized from society in Melbourne. 
How conld he be a deputy of the Government of 
Melbourne? And yet the Department of Agri- 
culture and Commerce was easily imposed 
upon by such a man, extended to him the warmest 
treatment, recommended him to every business 
corporation and business man of note, and, in 
fact, afforded him, unwittingly it is true, facility 
to practice knaveries.” The Chuo professed 


to be indignant and scandalized that such a 


person was regarded both by the Government 
and by the people as the inaugurator of a new 
epoch in the commercial communications be- 
tween Japan and Australia, and was loaded with 
samples from merchants and manufacturers of 
Tokyo, Kei-han, and their vicinities. ‘A. fit 
closing scene to this farce was enacted in Kobe 
by the leading merchants of Kobe, Osaka, and 
Sakaye, who, in a body accompanied the charla- 
tan to the wharf as he, laughing in his sleeve at 
the simplicity of these tradesfolk, proceeded on 
board his steamer.” He returned home in great 
spirits, we read. 
self in society and to secure a large profit, he 
spoke of Japan and the commercial prospects for 
her and Australia in glowing terms. He told his 
@ 


“Eager to rehabilitate him. 


friends how he had been even received in audi- 
ence by the Emperor, which, however, did not 
happen atall. Inthe meanwhile, he sent letters 
to the Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
saying that he had started a company and that 
commodities should be sent over as quick as 
possible. But now fortune, that had hitherto 
favoured. him so splendidly, suddenly deserted 
him; his tricks were discovered, and to his 
repeated urgent letters not an answer was sent. 
Then he turned round and began to revile Japan 
and the Japanese in the most violent terms, 
accusing them of want of faith.” 


A few days after the publication of the above 
by the Chuo, the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce sent a letter to the office of the paper, 
calling upon the editor to correct his state- 
ments. The Chuo was informed in the letter 
that Mr. Dyer having come with documents of 
introduction from the Premier of the Victorian 
Colonial Government, from the Melbourne 
Chamber of Commerce, and from the British 
Minister in Tokyo. and having been duly franked 
by the Foreign Office, it was no carelessness on 
the part of the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce, or of any Japanese Chamber of 
Commerce, to extend to him suitable facilities 
in investigating the commencial relations be- 
tween Japan and Australia. The Chuo, however, 
though inserting this communication from the 
Department of Commerce and Agriculture, 
repeated what it had said of Mr. Dyer in its 
previous issue, It did not distinctly indicate the 
source of its information, but merely said that 
a certain Japanese gentleman, desirous of ascer- 
taining the character of Mr. Dyer, had written 
to a trustworthy quarter in Australia, and had in 
due time received an answer to the effect that, 
in conducting transactions with Mr. Dyer, no 
credit should be given, butthat everything should 
be on a cash basis, since even in Australia he 
could not easily find any one to give him credit 
to the extent of £50. The Chuo adds that the 
statements in the letler were in a measure 
confirmed by Mr. Parsons, an ex-Minister 
of Education for South Australia, who sub- 
sequently visited Japan. Inaspeech delivered by 
him at Kobe, he observed that he had heard of 
the arrival of a certain Mr. Dyer, that he did not 
know at all who Mr. Dyer was, and that he re- 
gretted to learn that Australia had been repre- 
sented by such a person. 


All this illustrates the recklessly irresponsible 
methods of some Japanese journals. The Chao 
set out by declaring that Mr. Jerome Dyer was 
neither a member of the Melbourne Chamber of 
Commerce nor a deputy of the Victorian Go. 
vernment. Then, having been informed offi- 
cially that Mr. Dyer was both the one and the 
other, did the Chuo offer any apology? Not a 
a bit of it. On the contrary, its bitterness 
against Mr. Dyer seemed to increase ; and from 
having falsely accused him of being an imposter, 
it proceeded to describe him as an impecunious 
and untrustworthy adventurer, basing its charges 
on a vague allegation that an anonymous Japan- 
ese merchant had written to an anonymous 
Australian merchant, and had received from the 
latter information to the effect that all dealings 
with Mr. Dyer should be in cash, since his 
credit was not considered worth £50 in Aus- 
tralia. Now, even supposing that such a letter 
had been received, could it possibly justify the 
virulent attack made by the Chuo upon Mr. 
Dyer’s character and reputation? And there 
are strong reasons to doubt that any such letter 
ever was received. We have made inquiries 
from two Japanese firms, whose business re- 
quires that they above all others should be con. 
versant with Mr. Dyer's affairs, and by both we 
are informed that nothing whatever has been 
heard by them to the discredit of that gentle- 
man. It thus appears that the Chuo has pub- 
lished a base and cowardly libel. We ourselves 
can vouch for the falsehood of the assertion that 
Mr. Dyer has “turned round and begun to 
revile Japan and the Japanese in the most vio- 
lent terms.” 
fighting Japan’s battle in Australia, and endea- 
vouring to convince his fellow-colonists that she 
deserves treatment different from that extended. 
to. other, Eastern nations. But Mr. Dyer is a 


Google 


On the contrary, he is resolutely. 


long way off, and probably the Chuo hopes to 
find safety in dietance, We trust that it may be 
undeceived. One of the chief reasons why in- 
ferior Japanese journals allow themselves such 
disgraceful license is that the victims of their 
slanders seldom think it worth while to appeal 
to the law courts. So these libellous sheets 
trade upon the immunity of insignificance. We 
trast that Mr. Jerome Dyer will not follow this 
perniciously supine fashion. 


BRITISH CONSULAR CHANGES. 
————— —---—. eee 

Our readers are aware that Formosa has been. 
removed from the Chinese Consular District 
by Great Britain, and brought into the Japanese. 
In connection with this we learn that Mr. J. C. 
Hall, now acting Consul in Yokohama, has been 
appointed to the Consulate at Tamsui, and that 
Mr. J. H. Longford, now Acting Vice-Conaul 
in Tokyo, will receive the post of Consul at 
Tainan. Mr. Hall will, of course, be replaced 
by Mr. Troup, when the latter returns from 
leave, but it seems probable that the post of 
Acting Vice-Consul in Tokyo will he abolished. 
No appointment has yet been made to the Con- 
sulate in Hakodate, 


THE VENEZUELA COMMISSION. 
pet ernie ae 

Great Brilain is now placed in a very difficult 
situation. The telegraph tells us that both she 
and Venezuela have been invited by the United 
States to submit a statement of their claims to. 
President Cleveland’s Commission, Can Eng- 
land consent to do anything of the kind? Can 
she be reasonably expected to do anything of 
the kind? Itis true that the Commissioners 
chosen are men whose reputation and character 
tend to blunt the sting of their functions. But, 
say what we may, itis a Commission appointed 
by the United States. alone, under an emphatic 
and distinctly formulated menace that unless 
Great Britain abides by its decision, she must 
fight the big Republic. England agreed to sub- 
mit to arbitration any part of her claims that 
could be considered open to the Jeast query. But 
she declined to arbitrate claims where her titles 
admitted noshadow of doubt. ‘Thereupon, the. 
Washington Government declared that, since 
she would not consent wholly to arbitration, she 
must submit to be judged by an American tri- 
bunal, as to the compositien and appointment 
of which she had not been in any way consult- 
ed, and that, if she did not bow to the mandates, 
of that self-constituted dictatorship, she must 
forego her claims i fofo, or fight for them. It 
seems to us quite outof the question that a, 
self-respecting Power should agree to plead be- 
fore such a tribunal, nor can we conceive that 
any thoughtful American sympathises with the. 
rash conduct that has placed British statesmen 
in such a dilemma. ‘The idea of a war with 
the United States is repugnant to the feelings of 
Englishmen. The old ties of kith and kin 
have recovered their strength completely during 
recent years, and there seems (to be something 
shocking in the notion that the two great Anglo- 
Saxon families should display to the world the. 
miserable spectacle of flying at each others 
throats. But President Cleveland has created 
a situation from which itis difficult to emerge. 
withont coming to blows. It was natural that 
when their Chief Magistrate penned such a 
message to Congress, many of his countrymen, 
impelled by a blind sentiment of patriotism, 
should echo his defiance and agree to follow his 
lead. The Senate could not well refuse to ap- 
point a Commission called for by the President 
as the only means of enforcing a doctrine that 
Americans regard as their inviolable political 
creed, Thus a terrible émpasse was created for 
the two nations, entirely through Mr. Cleveland's 
hot precipitancy. How is the golden bridge to 
be built? It must be erected some how or othr.e 


-_——_—_: - --——— CC Cee ee 











The wumber of cattle ia New South Wales kept 
wholly in paddocks is 1,849,140; on open tuns, 
272,149; the balance, 168,823 being depastured 
both ways. 


122 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Feb. 1, 1896. 


SEEDERS ene een ne re EEE =EEEE Sas UEEESDII sD SnDEnEDUISUEnaD anna emeneeemeneneereneeneenneneenunsepmeeneenternstpesemeeneneeneemmeneenperennmeneeneeensmmeeensnmennmnnetesepmmmmmmensamasmnamsmmsm enema 
ee 


TROUBLE IN KOREA, 
-—— ———--—-—— : 

Various items of intelligence have been sent 
across the wires during the past few days about 
a new insurrection in Korea, and the public has 
been probably led to imagine that the affair is 
of some importance. But according to infor- 
mation received from thoroughly trustworthy 
sources, the trouble is trivial. It had its origin 
in a rumour that the Government was abont to 
send soldiers who would be employed by the 
local officials to enforce the recently promul- 
gated hair-cutting mandate. Incensed by this 
prospect, a section of the people of Chun- 
chyong in Kanwong rose, attacked, and 
drove out the local officials and gained pos- 
session of the offices. The principal man 
in the district, a member of the Min family, 
took no part in the disturbance, but en- 
deavoured rather to pacify the rioters. Sub- 
sequently proceeding to Sdul, he waited upon 
the Prime Minister, and pointed out that the 
whole difficulty could probably be corrected by 
a full official explanation, and as the Govern- 
ment has adopted that counsel, it is expected 
that recourse to measures of armed repression 
will not be necessary. About half of the in- 
surgents had dispersed when the latest tele- 
graphic intelligence was forwarded from Séul 
(24th instant), but some 400 men were still 
under arms. To-day (25th), the Government 
is to send out a company of soldiers to form 
a junction and cdoperate with the company 
already in Chun-chyong. Measures will then 
be taken to reconnoitre the state of affairs in 
Kyongshan and Autong, whence also disturb- 
ances are reported, and if necessary the (wo 
companies will march against Antong. Under 
any circumstances, one company will proceed 
to the latter place. It is not foreseen that the 
affair will develop any considerable dimensions. 


THE LATEST 





FIRE IN FOKOHAMA. 
mee te a 

MESSRS. ILLIES AND CO.’S OFFICES GUTTED. 

At a quarter past seven o'clock on Thursday 
evening fire was discovered in the two-storied 
building running parallel with Kadacho, and 
abutting on Main Street, standing on Lot 
54, used by Messrs. Illies & Co., as offices. 
The alarm was given, and very soon after 
Superintendent Morgin was on the spot with 
the Yokohama Fire Brigade, three hose-reels 
and a steamer. The building is one of the 
oldest in the Settlement and by the time the 
Brigade had reached the scene the whole of 
the upper story was enveloped in flames. For- 
tunately the night was perfectly calm and the 
flames shot steadily upward, but the heat was 
intense and the Brigades—for the Police fire- 
men had by now put in an appearance—had 
all they could do to prevent the main building, 
used as a residence by the firm, from catching 
fire, while Messrs. Cocking & Co.’s premises— 
to which Messrs. Eyton and Pratt migrated 
after last week’s fire, by the way—were in con- 
siderable danger. But gradually the force of 
the flames became spent, as the materials com- 
posing the building were consumed, and 
by half past eight o’clock all danger was at an 
end. The cause of the fire was the explosion 
of a kerosine lamp in the middle room down- 
stairs, which is near the staircase. The build- 
ing and its contents were insured, but as 
Thursday night was mail-night considerable 
inconvenience must ensue as some of the 
correspondence and books must have been 
destroyed. 

One of H.M.’s cruisers in the harbour sent 
off a fire-party, in charge of a Lieutenant, and 
the Russian guuboat Xoree/s also despatched a 
fire-party. Fortunately their services were not 
required, 

We are glad to hear that Rokunosuke Ishi- 
bashi, who was so bady injured at Thursday 
week's fire is now on the high road to recovery. 





PARTY TROUBLES. 
-——- - —- __-——. 

The troubles to which political parties are 
now subjected constitnte one of the most notable 
phenomena of the moment. While the various 
sections of the Opposition are in the throes of 
giving birth to a grand amalgamation, their 
rivals, the Liberals, are said to be much em- 
barrassed by some of their members, who, 
persuaded that they have a perfect right to be 
informed about everything relating to the Party, 
are besieging their managers with many per- 
plexing questions, When they think themselves 
not satisfactorily answered, they sever their 
connection with the Party, and then set about 
reviling it in the foulest language, as though 
to abuse their late colleagues were to justify 
their own conduct. Several of these persons 
addressed queries tu the managers and also to 
the Leader of the Party, as to the course con- 
templated with respect to certain Government 
Bills—e.g. the Press Bill, the Bill for Re- 
organizing the Tokyo Municipality, the Peace 
Preservation Police Bill, and so forth. Then 
declaring themselves dissatisfied with the ex- 
planations given, they forthwith sent to 
all the papers in the metropolis long ac- 
counts of dialogues between themselves 
and the managers. We need not trouble our 
readers with the details of these petty bickerings. 
Suffice it to say that 14 Liberal members of 
Parliament, all of no repute, have assumed an 
altitude of discontent towards the Party on one 
pretext or another, and repeatedly caused much 
embarrassment to their leader and managers. 
Of these, two have been expelled from the Party 
on the ground that they tried to Create dissen- 
sions, but what is to become of the other 12 
we donot yet definitely know. 


The amalgamation scheme is far from being 
settled. We read every day that conferences of 
the leading projectors are held at the Atagokan, 
Shiba, but no definite issue results. The chief 
trouble is the attitude of the Constitutional Re- 
formists, many of whom declare the scheme 
premature, their reluctance being really due to 
suspicion of the sincerity of the Progressionists, 
whose tools they think that they are to be made. 
Despite the clamour for party government in 
Japan, the essential preliminaries seem very 
difficult to arrange. 


THE P. & O. STEAMER “ PALAWAN. 
_—_—__~>___—— 

A visit to the fine P. & O. steamer Palawan, 
now lying alongside the Pier at Yokohama, in 
all verity proves the truth of the poet’s observa- 
tion, that ‘‘ the old order changeth, giving place 
to the new.” The Palawan, though built 
principally for cargo-carrying, is as much in 
advance of the mail-steamers of ten years ago 
as H.M.S. Centurfon is in advance of the 
Audacious or Iron Duke. The order of our 
being demands continual progress : standing stil] 
induces stagnation and decay. Itis so also 
with corporations—though they have no soul to 
be saved or body to be kicked—and with the 
new times Come new opportunities for develop- 
ment. The abandonment of the old troopers 
by H.M. Government, and the chartering instead 
of ships from big shipping companies, afforded 
just such an opportunity as the shrewd head of 
the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Navigation 
Company, Sir Thomas Sutherland, is quick to 
grasp. Its significance was apparent from the 
moment of its inception, and very quickly orders 
for four steamers, the Palawan, Sunda, Borneo, 
and ‘Sumatra, were placed in the hands of 
various builders in the three kingdoms. To 
Caird’s of Greenock—builders of old time to 
the P. & O.—was entrusted the construction of 
the Palawan, and worthily have they main- 
tained their reputation for staunchness of build 
and trimness of detail. She has a gross tonnage 
of 4,686 tons, net 2,995 tons, a length of 425 
feet and beam of 47 feet—a startling advance 
in all dimensions over the old cargo steamers 
of the Company. Butshe is more thana cargo- 
steamer, having accommodation for §2 first-class 
passengers, and 25 second class, whose comforts 
are more than well provided for in the way of lofty 
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cabins, spacious baths and lavatories, light, airy, 
saloons, dainty smoke and music rooms, and 
promenade deck. Indeed, the accommodation 
for both classes of passengers is far above that 
seen on ships with higher pretensions than the 
Palawan. 

But it is when one descends to the main- 
deck that the significance of the whole is 
grasped. This runs from stem to stern without 
obstacle, save the six water-tight bulkheads 
that divide it, insuring the safety of the vessel 
in times of accident. Looking at the huge 
iron girders running across the ship, it is no- 
liced that each is pierced at regular intervals 
in a peculiar manner, while port holes are 
fitted right along the whole length of the vessel. 
Then the explanation is reached. The Palawan 
and her sister ships are constructed to meet the 
requirements of the trooping service : one week 
after arrival in the London docks she could take 
on board 1,500 troops with all their baggage 
and steam off to ‘‘ where-ever Britain’s banner 
is unfurled” in one of ‘‘our little wars.” ‘The 
Palawan can be converted to transport re- 
quirements much quicker than the P. & QO. 
Coromandel, and take more troops on board. 
Along the main-deck the hammocks of the 
troops would be slung from the pierced iron 
girders. Patent ventilators are fitted on the 
spar deck to afford all the fresh air that is te- 
quired on the main-deck, in fair weather as well 
as in foul, while spacious latrines are found fore 
and aft, beside big store-rooms and cook-houses. 

The Palawan can stow away 5,200 tons with 
ease. She carries a crew of 100 all told ; a num- 
ber that is increased when many passengers are 
on board. Her triple expansion engines drive 
her along at 13.8, or nearly fourteen knots an 
hour, and she can steam, when once properly 
coaled and trimmed, for 31 days, at 300 miles 
a day, without recoaling. Her side-lights 
and head-light are electric, and this form of 
illuminant is found all over the ship. The 
engine that drives her steam stearing-gear is 
placed in the engine-room directly under the 
charge of the engineers, a great improvement 
on the old P. & O. model. The latest im- 
provements are noticeable everywhere, from the 
four huge cranes, capable of lifting 5 tons 
apiece, to the fittings of the chief steward’s 
pantry. The officers’ quarters too are spaci- 
ous, as they should be but generally are not, 
and the crew are favoured with accommoda- 
tion of the first class. 

The Palawan was thrown open to visilors 
on Monday and Tuesday afternoons from 3 to 
5 o'clock. 


THE KAISER'S BIRTHDAY IN 


TOKYO. 
———_——_>— -- 

The German community of Tokyo celebrated 
the Kaiser’s birthday on Monday, the 27th ult, 
in grand style. A special religious service, in 
the Theological School at Koishikawa, was 
well attended; the Rev. Dr. Christlieb preach- 
ing the sermon, and the Imperial Band play- 
ing some sacred music under the personal 
leadership of Director Eckert. In the even- 
ing, 25 gentlemen sat down to dinner in 
the nicely decorated hall of the German 
Asiatic Society at Kanda, Imagawakaji. The 
band of the Toyama Gakko played a selection 
of patriotic tunes and opera music, as may be 
seen from the subjoined programme. Mr. 
Lehmann, as Chairman, proposed the toast of 
the evening, which was enthusiastically respond. 
ed to. About an hour after dinner, a Smoking 
Concert commenced with song, speeches, toasts, 
and other entertainments :— 
1.—Preussen Marsch ......se00e sheaduwacaueainne’s F. Golde. 


2.—Jubel Ouverture... ..sscccscccscescsseeees C. M. Weber, 
3.—Kaiser-Walzer....ccccccscsceseces soveccccess J. Strauss. 
4.— Fantasie a.d, Op....'' Carmen ”’............ G. Bizet. 
5.—Ouverture z. Op......... “ Die lustigen Weiber vou 
Windsor” ...ccccceess ]. O. Rirolai. 

6.—Fantasie a.d. Ops...ccsssesceees “ Der Instige Krieg ” 
]. Strauss, 

hee Eel ae Javuesdeudseeteacbecse ais viiewneie G. Meyerbeer. 
—Hohenfriedberger Marsch......K6nig Friedrich II, 
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HE latest issue of the United States 

“ Foreign Relations” gives clear de- 
tails about the case of the two Japanese 
students arrested in the French Conces- 
sion of Shanghai, on the 13th of August, 
1894, and subsequently handed over to the 
Chinese Authorities, by whom they were 
executed. The prisoners were mere lads: 
‘ school-boys ” is the term applied to them 
in the despatches of the United States’ 
Consul-General. They had been residing 
in the French Concession for three years, 
‘ peacefully and openly,” and had devoted 
their time to studying at a school the 
name of which, as well as of their teacher, 
was clearly ascertained. It had always 
been their habit to wear Chinese costume, 
and that fact seems to have been chiefly 
responsible for their seizure. The Chinese 
suspected them of being spies, and ap- 
plied to the French Consul to have them 
arrested, which was done. By that time 
the friendly duty of caring for the in- 
terests of Japanese subjects in China dur- 
ing the war, had been undertaken by the 
diplomatic and consular representatives 
of the United States, and the French Con- 
sui accordingly handed over the two 
Japanese to the United States Consul- 
General. This action requires explana- 
tion. It will be seen at once that Japan 
and China being openly at war, and all 
treaties between them having therefore 
lost operative force, subjects of either 
Power in the dominions of the other were 
no longer entitled to enjoy any of the 
extra-territorial privileges secured by such 
treaties. From that point of view neither 
the French Consul nor the United States 
Consul-General was competent to hold 
the two Japanese. These latter were, 
in fact, without any consular representa- 
tion in China, the functions delegat- 
ed to American consuls and diplomats 
with regard to Japanese subjects being 
purely unofficial and friendly. So far 
as concerned the act of arrest, the as- 
sistance of the French police had, of 
course, to be invoked, since, according to 
the municipal system in force at Shanghai, 
no arrests can be made directly by the 
Chinese Authorities within the limits of the 
foreign Settlements. But having made the 
arrest at the instance of the Chinese, and 
on the ground of an offence against the 
Chinese only, it would appear that the 
French Consul ought to have handed 
over the two Japanese at once to the 
Chinese magistrate. To have done so, 
however, would have been to establish a 
very unwelcome precedent. Foreigners 
resident in Shanghai are naturally anxious 
to preserve the neutrality of the Settlements. 
In time of peace, if a subject of a Power 
having no treaty with China—who there- 
fore does not enjoy extra-territorial privi- 
leges and is without consular representa- 
tion—be arrested within the Settlements, 
he is always tried by the Mixed Court ; 


abolished. 


Chinese judicial authorities. 


tions, though he certainly had no legal 
right to convert the Consulate into an 
asylum on their behalf. 
been communicated to the Government in 
Washington, the Secretary State 
promptly telegraphed to 
@’ Affatres in Pekin under date of August 
2gth :—‘' Consul-General should not have 
received two Japanese and is not authoriz- 
ed to hold them.” Despite this explicit 
statement, the Chargé d’ Affaires made 
another effort on behalf of the prisoners. 
On August 31st he telegraphed as follows 
to Washington :— 


of 


The United States Minister to Japan telegraphs 
that Japanese Government assures two Japanese 
are not spies. Japanese Government requests 
China to take no action until Minister Denby 
arrives. Will you authorize me to make the pro- 
position to the Chinese Government, or do you 
order immediate unconditional surrender to Chin- 
ese Government ? 


To this Mr. GRESHAM replied the same 
day :— 


Your telegram this date received. 
tions 2gth clear. 


It should be noted that before the inter- 
change of messages, Consul-General JER- 
NIGAN had sent to Pekin two telegrams 
pleading strongly for the two Japanese 
suspects :— 

August 25th, 1894. 

Arrested on Concession peacefully and openly 
engaged away from seat of war; not a Japanese 
soldier on Chinese soil at the time. Merely school- 
boys. China can well afford to have us keep them 
secure? JERNIGAN. 

August 27th, 1894. 

Cable Gresham asylum only granted. Suspect 
ed have resided here 3 yeats as students. Are 
boys. Papers in their possession such as intelligemt 
students might prepare for personal information. 
Suggest American Consuls act as arbitrators. 
JERNIGAN. 


In spite of these representations duly 
forwarded from Pekin to Washington, the 
Secretary of State gave his decision defi- 
nitely as above, and of course no discretion 
remained to Chargé d’Affaires DENBY. 
He accordingly telegraphed to Consul- 
General JERNIGAN as follows :— 


September st, 1894. 
Department instiucts me that you had no power 
to receive and are not authorized to hold the al- 
leged spies. Deliver to Taotai. Denby. 


Now withregard to this telegram, a point 
of considerable interest has to be noted. 
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that is to say by a Chinese magistrate 
sitting with a foreign assessor; a court 
from which the cruel barbarities of Chinese 
criminal procedure are, for the most part, 
It is most desirable that this 
system should remain valid in time of war 
also, otherwise, in the event of a state of 
belligerency between England and China, 
for example, British subjects might be 
taken from the Settlement at the will 
of China and dealt with exclusively by the 
Evidently 
anxious to avoid contributing in any way 
to the establishment of such an objection- 
able principle, the French Consul trans- 
ferred the Japanese to the United States 
Consul-General, who, influenced by similar 
considerations, and knowing that to deliver 
the two youths to the Chinese would be to 
seal their fate, received them into the 
Consulate and held them, pending instruc- 


‘hold them. 


The facts having 


the Chargé 


My instruc- 




























Referring to Mr. GRESHAM’S message of 
August 2gth, it will be seen that he did 
not directly order the delivery of the pri- 
soners to the Chinese. He merely said 
that the Consul-General should not have 
received the two Japanese and was not 
authorized to hold them. Mr. DENBY, 
however, in transmitting the Secretary of 
State’s instructions to Shanghai, added 
the words :—‘' Deliver to Taotai.’’ Had 
he confined himself to saying that the 
Consul-General was not authorized to hold 
the lads, it is evident that the Consul- 
General might have exercised his own dis- 
cretion as to the manner of ceasing to 
There is no difficulty in con- 
cluding, from his conduct throughout, 
what he would have done under such 
circumstances: the alleged spies would 
have escaped to Japan. But being ex- 
plicitly ordered to deliver them to the 
Taotai, he delivered them, and they were 
beheaded. The question arises, did Mr. 
DENBY exceed his instructions, thereby 
becoming indirectly responsible for the 
fate of the two lads? Possibly different 
critics will be disposed to answer differ- 
ently, and certainly for Mr. DENBy’S sake 
and for the sake of humanity, it would 
have been better had he confined himself 
strictly to communicating Secretary GRES- 
HAM’S exact words. On the other hand, 
we have clear evidence that he did not 
misinterpret Mr. GRESHAM’S intention. 
For in a despatch from the Secretary of 
State, dated October 2oth, we find these 
words :—‘‘I should have informed you 
that, before the instruction was sent to 
you directing that the two alleged Japan- 
ese spies at Shanghai be turned over to 
the Chinese Authorities,” &c. Mr. GRES- 
HAM intended, therefore, that they should 
be handed over, and was rightly inter- 
preted. Yet his language undoubtedly 
left a loop-hole, and we can not but think 
that he would have been glad to see it 
utilized. As things turned out, a thorough- 
ly evil precedent has been established ; 
namely, that subjects or citizens of any 
foreign Power at war with China may be 
arrested within a foreign Settlement, 
thrown into a Chinese prison, subjected 
to all the cruelties of Chinese judicial 
procedure, and tried for their lives by a 
Chinese Court of law. Practically speak- 
ing, the precedent may not have much 
importance, for foreigners in a Settlement 
like Shanghai will take care that it does 
not operate against them. But in theory 
it is bad business. 


Were the two Japanese really spies ? 
For some years previously to the outbreak 
of the war, there had been several youths 
attending school in Shanghai, and to avoid 
irksome curiosity they had worn Chinese 
costume. So long as peace continued, 
no one questioned the propriety of their 
dressing in that fashion. But when war 
was declared, the fact that they continued 
to wear Chinese garments excited sus- 
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prejudiced against the Fapan Matl? 
Such a method does not suggest con- 
fidence in the strength of her case. How:. 
ever, we are very willing to suppose 
that these things were due to a mere 
lack of discretion, At all events, no one, 
we imagine, any longer attaches credence. 
to the charges preferred against the mis- 
sionaries. It is easy ta see that their 
frequent presence at the Palace and the 
pecular relations in which, according to 
their own account, they stood to the KING, 
may have furnished grounds of suspicion, 
But the truth is now pretty well known. 
General Dve’Stemperate and explicit letter 
to this journal dispelled the last linger- 
ing doubts, and Mrs. UNDERWOOD would 
have done well to leave the matter there. 

For the rest, her letter to Shanghai 
contains one or two assertions that can 
not be passed overin silence. It mightbe 
expected that the missionaries—for Mrs. 
UNDERWOOD avowedly speaks on behalf 
of Dr. UNDERWOOD, Dr. AVISON, and Mr. 
HULBERT, who, she writes, “could take 
their oaths to what I[ write in this letter, 
though that statement is not necessary, for 
our word is quite as good as our oath” 
it might be expected that the Missionaries, 
being themselves so sensitive to misrepre- 
sentation, would hesitate to jump at 
sweeping conclusions about the actions of 
others. But no such hesitation is observ- 
able. ‘‘The assault on the Palace and 
murder of the QUEEN,” says this letter, to 
the truth of which three honourable men 
are prepared to take oath, “ were carried 
through by the Japanese, and a pro-Japan- 
ese Cabinet placed in power, who have 
been protected and supported by them 
since that awful night.” Now whether 
Japanese Soshi did or did not take part in 
the murder of the QUEEN, or whether it 
was the work of Korean assassins alone, 
remains to this day unproved. But cer- 
tainly to speak of the Japanese generally 
as having “carried though the assault on 
the Palace and the murder of the QUEEN ” 
is most unwarrantable. Further, the letter 
is dated December gth, that is to say, 
more than two months after the coup 
d'état that placed the TAl W6ON-KUN in 
power, seven weeks after the recall and 
disgrace of Viscount MIURA, and six weeks | 
after his arrest, together with nearly 50 
other Legation officials and 8 military 
officers, on a criminal charge. How 
can it be pretended, with any sem- 
blance of accuracy, that the Tar W6n- 
KUN and his partisans, ever since their 
seizure of administrative power, were 
‘protected and supported ” by the Japan- 
ese, after the latter has so completely and 
emphatically dissociated themselves from 
the coup d’étdt, and had adopted such 
strong punitive measures in the case of 
their nationals concerned in it? There. 
was, in truth, too much _ disposition 




















































































Nanking, living all that time in a Chinese 
jailin mid-summer. There is time tomake 
out a good case—too good a case—in 
thirty days of such judicial proceedings as 
are employed in China. It was alleged by 
the Chinese Representative in Washing- 
ton that when the two students were 
brought to trial ‘“‘ they confessed the above 
facts and boasted that they were serving 
their country as patriots.’ Confession. 
when death is certain and life unendur- 
able, does not count for much. At any 
rate, the Chinese alone say that: the two 
boys were guilty. They were beheaded 
at Nanking on the 8th of October, after 35 
days’ experience of Chinese jails and courts. 


picion. Acting on the suggestion of 
the American Consul-General, seven of 
these lads left for Japan. But two were 
arrested. The Taotai then preferred a re- 
quest that the baggage of the seven, which 
was about to be sent after them, should 
be examined. That was done. “The 
result,” we quote from a despatch of Con- 
sul-General JERNIGAN, ‘“‘was a complete 
vindication. of the students from all sus- 
picion, and some of their papers were 
similar to the papers found with the effects 
of: the alleged spies, and were nothing 
more. than notes taken on geographical 
subjects.” From first to last Consul- 
General JERNIGAN maintained the inno- 
cence of the unfortunate lads. There was, 
in truth, nothing definite against them. 
Up to the moment of their surrender to 
the Chinese Authorities, no proof of their 
guilt had been®adduced, so far as could 
be publicly ascertained. Their own Go- 
vernment asserted their innocence, and all 
foreign officials in China urged that they 
should not be given up unconditionally. 
But they had been condemned to death 
before. they passed into the hands of the 
Chinese. The Viceroy at Nanking had 
already. demanded why the heads of the 
two “spies ’”’ had not been sent. to him. 
To this day we remain without any know- 
ledge of the evidence produced against 
them. The Taotai of Shanghai, having 
heard the evidence, sent the.lads to Nan- 
king with a recommendation that. they 
be punished by imprisonment. But at 
Nanking fresh testimony was adduced 
against them. ‘It was proved ’”’—we 
quote from a despatch of the Chinese 
Minister in Washington to Mr. GRESHAM 
—‘‘that they had furnished information to 
their Government by means of ciphers, in 
which 76 telegraphic messages in all were 
sent by them, giving reports of the move- 
ment of troops and of military matters 
in China of the gravest importance; all 
this in addition to the maps which had 
been found upon their persons in Shang- 
hai.” No one can pretend to say how 
testimony of such a character, though not 
adduced’ in Shanghai, was brought forward 
in Nanking. No one can pretend to say 
how two students in Shanghai can have 
discovered the movements of Chinese 
troops taking place hundreds of miles 
away. No one can pretend to say what 
other “ military matters of the gravest im- 
portance” can have come to the know- 
ledge of lads attending a schoolin Shang- 
hai during the very commencement of 
‘the war. Shanghai was not an emporium 
of correct or early information at any 
time during the conflict. War was de- 
clared on August 1st. The two youths 
were arrested on August 13th. Is it cre- 
dible that during that interval they sent to 
Tokyo 76 telegraphic messages—over six 
messages daily—relating to the move- 
ments of troops and other military matters|to have appeared in the Fapan Masi. If|on the part of foreigners in Séul to, 
of the gravest importance? But the poor|her object was to elucidate the truth, why|conclude that because, incidentally to 
lads were on trial for four weeks in did she set out by appealing to journals the disturbance caused by the coup d état, 





MISSIONARIES AND THE KOREAN 


EMEUTE OF OCT. 28TH. 
Serene Cae eee 
E have never believed that American 


missionaries in Séul took such a 
course, in connection with the attack on 
the Korean Palace last October, as was at- 
tributed to them by some correspondents 
of Japanese journals writing from Séul, 
nor have we ever expressed any such 
belief. But our faith has been slightly 
shaken by letters from Mrs. UNDERWOOD 
to the Morth-China Datly News and the 
Japan Gasette. We say “from Mrs. 
UNDERWOOD” because, although her 
communication to the Shanghai journal is 
signed with the nom de plume ‘‘ A Foreign 
Resident in Séul,” its phraseology iden- 
tifies its writer as the author of the signed 
letter in the ¥apan Gagette. Mrs. UNDER- 
WOOD’S object in addressing our contem- 
poraries is to vindicate the missionaries 
against all charges of improper implica- 
tion in the émeute, but her testimony, 
though consonant with our own idea, dis- 
turbs us, for two reasons. The first is that 
she sets out by a suggestio falst, amount- 
ing almost to a deliberate perversion of 
the truth. She writes:—‘'I saw this 
morning a statement in the Fapan Mail 
which was absolutely false, that Dr. UN- 
DERWOOD of Korea had headed the attack 
on the Palace which took place about ten 
days ago.” Now anyone reading that 
sentence must necessarily interpret it as 
alleging thatthe Fapan Mail had made 
‘an absolutely false statement.” But the 
Fapan Mail did nothing of the kind. It 
explicitly quoted from a Japanese news- 
paper, and the sole expression of its own 
opinion was limited to the words :— 
“This tale can scarcely be credited side 
by side with the story that Mr. UNDER- 
WOOD was the person.” Mrs. UNDER- 
WOOD is thus. guilty of grossly misleading 
the public as well as of most unjustly 
misrepresenting the Fapan Marl. The 
second ground of mistrust suggested by 
her action is that she addresses to the 
North-China Daily News aud the Fapan 
Gagette a contradiction of allegations said 
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the QUEEN met a terrible fate, the Japan- 
ese Minister must have contemplated, and 
been privy to, her fate, since he aided the 
coup @’étdt. A resolution in that sense, 
adopted conjointly by the Representatives 
of the United States, Great Britain, and 
Russia, procured for Dr. ALLEN, United 
‘States Chargé d Affairs, a sharp re- 
primand fromthe Government in Washing- 
ton. However culpable and ill-judged the 
procedure of the Japanese Legation may 
have been under Viscount MrurA’s direc- 
tion, there was then no warrant for sup- 
posing that any of its inmates had connived 
at an act so savage as the murder of HER 
MAJBSTY, and when American mission- 
aries in Séul set out to censure their own 
slanderers, they should not display such 
readiness themselves to attack others. 
One more statement in ‘the Shanghai 
letter calls for notice. Itisthis: ‘Since 
the close of the war the Japanese have 
laid an iron hand everywhere on Korea. 
Every village has its complement of 
soldiers living upon and tyrannising over 
the people. Government post-offices and 
other.sinecures are created for the sake 
of providing large salaries for Japanese.” 
These are plainly -the assertions of a pre- 
judiced and angty critic. It is conceiv- 
able that in their long struggle against the 
Tong-haks, the Japanese soldiers may not 
have behaved with uniform moderation. 
As to that, we can not speak. But most 
assuredly they have not “lived upon the 
people.” On the contrary, they have paid 
liberally for their supplies, and their pre- 
sence in any district has been a source of 
wealth rather than a cause of embarrass- 
ment to the inhabitants. With regard 
again to ‘‘the post-offices and other 
sinecures created for th® sake of pro- 
viding large salaries for Japanese,” the 
truth is that the total number of Japan- 
ese holding appointments in Soul un- 
der the Korean Government is 13. We 
have their names and the designations of 
their posts before us at this moment. 
Considering that Japan is engaged in the 
large task of reforming Korea’s admini- 
strative, educational, legal, judicial, finan- 
cial, postal, and military systems, and con- 
sidering that she herself, at a similar 
stage of her career, employed hundreds 
of foreigners, we should have thought that 
the presence of only 13 of her people in 
the Korean service deserved applause on 
the ground of disinterestedness and strong 
sympathy with Korea’s impecunious con- 
dition. But it does not appear that 
actual facts have much to do with the 
sweeping criticisms of the Shanghai jour- 
nal’s correspondent. Sentiment and pre- 
judice are chiefly responsible. In Japan 
itself the most cordial relations have al- 
ways existed between citizens of the 
United States and the Japanese. In 
Korea, the opposite seems to be unfortun- 
ately the case. 
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IMPERIAL DIET. 
———_ --~} - --- 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 24TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 
The House met for Committee work only. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1—Three Supplementary Budgets for the a8th Fiscal Year. 


3.—Two Supplementary Budgets of the Special Bodget for the 


a8th Fiscal year. 


3.— Measure relating to Obligations incurred by the Treasury 


over and above the Budgetary Items, 


4-—First Reading of a Government Bill for increasing the 
Salaries of Teachers in Primary Communal Schvols tn con- 


sideration of long and meritorious service by means of a 
grant from the Treasury 


g.—First Reading of Government Bill relating to the retiring 


Allowances of Officers of Public Schools. 
6.—Firet Reading of Government Bill relating to Forests. 


The President said that the Government's 
answers to several Questions propounded by 
Mr. Tanaka Shozo and others, had been receiv- 
ed, but that as much delay would be involved 
in reading them all, he proposed, with the 
House’s permission, to place them on the Order 
for the following day. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, reported in favour of the first three 
measures on the Order, with slight amendments. 

These measures referred to expenditures 
supplementary to the Budget, but of no special 
importance. 

The measures were all passed as amended, 
without comment or dissent. 

Marquis Saionji, Minister of State for Educa- 
tion, introduced the next Bill. The future 
prosperity of the country depended, in great 
measure, upon the education provided for the 
children of the present generation. According 
to the system -now in vogue, the cost of pre- 
mary education in Urban and Rural Districts 
was defrayed by the people of these districts. 
The burdens imposed upon the people were 
heavy, and it appeared from returns prepared 
in recent years that the money devoted to educa- 
tional proposes in Urban Districts amounted to 
29 per cent. of their total public expenditure, the 
corresponding figure for Raral Districts being 
34 percent. One result of this state of affairs 
was that the average salary of primary school 
teachers throughout the empire did not exceed 7 
yen monthly, the average for assistant teachers 
being less than 5 yes. Whatever might be the 
qualifications of these teachers, whatever their 
devotion to duty, they had no hope whatever of 
increased remuneration as years went by, but 
were obliged to look forward to a life of hard- 
ship and penury. It was inevitable, under such 
circumstances, that the profession of teacher in 
primary schools should be regarded with dis- 
favour, and that other means of gaining a liveli- 
hood should be sought. Thus, among 56,000 
teachers required by the primary schools, fully 
20,000 were not forthcoming. At present it was 
not possible for the State to undertake the respon- 
sibility of providing proper salaries for all these 
teachers, but a palliative measure might be ad- 
opted, such as that in the Bill now before them ; 
namely, that the Treasury should provide funds 
sufficient to increase the salaries of teachers after 
long and meritorous services. Thescale proposed 
was an increment of 15 per cent. after 5 years’ 
service in the same school ; a further increment 
of ro per cent. after 20 years’ service, and a 
further final increment of ro per cent. after 15 
years’ service, making a total increase of 35 
per cent. The Bill had been before the Diet in 
its fifth session, but had failed to become law 
owing to the dissolution of the Lower House. 

Mr. Kiba, Government Delegate, explained 
that the Bill, if passed, would come into force 
from next October. The contemplated outlay 
being for only six months in the coming fiscal 
year, and the sum required would be 96,000 
yen. But as the number of teachers increased, 
and the system came into full operation, the 
annual expense to the State would be 669,000 
yen approximately, 


Mr. Tanaka Shojo was glad to see the Minister 
of Education in the rostrum, and begged him to 
give the House plenty of his time. The country’s 
troops had just gained glorious victories and dis- 
played indomitable courage. These happy 
results were attributable primarily to the virtues 














of the Sovereign, but there were many other 
reasons, prominent among them being efficient 
education. The education of the men now 
enrolled in the ranks of the empire's de- 
fenders had been carried on many years 
ago, when the present Government was young, 
when the teachers were young, and when 
the atmosphere was impregnated with pluck 
and with “ Vamato-damashéi,’ But during 
recent years things had changed. The Go- 
vernment had grown old; the teachers had 
grown old ; the “ Vamato-damashii” had decay- 
ed. Teachers adopted their profession for the 
sake of avoiding conscription, and used their in- 
fluence to educate in their pupils a similar dis- 
like for military service. What sort of soldiers 
might be expected to emerge‘from a generation 
thus nurtured ? If the ‘‘ Three Powers ” imposed 
fresh oppressive conditions on them, how would 
the empire fare in the hands of such defenders ? 
Did the Government desire to plant its own 
irresponsible principles in the hearts of the 
youth of the country? Had itno care to educate 
pluck and ‘‘ Vamato-damashii”? What was 
its educational policy ? 


Marquis Saionji replied that Mr. Tanaka’s 
questions did not concern him, he should not 
attempt to reply. 


Mr. Tanaka said that they concerned the 
Bill before the House. Questions of detail 
could be pat to the Government Delegates, but 
a question relating to the general policy of 
the Administration must properly be addressed 
toa Cabinet Minister. (Cries of ‘‘ Question, 
Question,” to which, Mr. Tanaka retorted by 
‘“* What are you talking about, you maggot mem- 
bers ?” 

The Bill was enttusted to a Committee of 9 
nominated by the President. 


The Minister of Education introduced the 
next Bill. Its object was to extend the Pension 
Regulations to teachers in Public Schools; 
namely, to provide that every teacher, on the 
completion of 15 years’ service, should be 
entitled to a life pension. At present the 
average salary of a teacher in a normal school 
did not exceed 32 yes monthly and the average 
salary of a teacher in a public primary school 
was less than 10 yen. Such salaries could not 
be regarded as at all commensurate with the ac- 
quirements and responsibilities of their recipi- 
ents, who, moreover, had nothing to look for- 
ward to. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo again wished to ask a 
question. Pensions were all very well, but their 
utility depended on the manner of granting 
them. They might merely become means of 
creating a spirit of dependence. He wished to 
know the Minister’s ideas on that point. 

Marquis Saionji made no reply, and the Bill 


was entrusted to the same Committee. 


Viscount Enomoto, Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce, introduced the next 
Bill, for the better control and regulation of 
forests. The area of forest land in Japan ex- 
ceeded 59 million acres, that is to say, more 
than one-half of the area of the whole country. 
These figures alone sufficed to demonstrate the 
importance of forest conservation as a source of 
national wealth. In pre-Resioration days most 
stringent regulations had existed to prevent 
excessive felling of trees, thefts of timber, burn- 
ing of woods, and other injurious acts, and to 
provide for planting in lieu of trees felled. After 
the Restoration these regulations had fallen into 
disuse. From a theoretical point of view the 
penalties imposed by them had doubtless been 
too severe, but they had served, neverthe- 
less, to keep the forests in a flourishing 
condition. In the absence of such effective 
control the felling and stealing of timber 
had gone on almost recklessly, so that now 
something very like deforestation might be said 
to have taken place, a result carrying in its 
trail various calamities of drought and flood, and 
even accentuated earthquake effects. Besides, 
as the various industrial enterprises attained 
increasing development, the demand for timber 
became more urgent, and the country’s in- 
ability to supply it, more disastrous. The Go- 
vernment had not been insensible to these things. 


Various regulations had been enacted to check 
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the spread of the evil, but no efficient system 
had yet been elaborated. In 1885 researches 
into the forestry systems of foreign countries 
had been carried on, and the information 
thus obtained had been utilized to frame 
a general measure of control. But the ma- 
chinery to carry it into operation had not been 
immediately procurable. Since the introduc- 
tion of the local autonomic government, the 
people of the various communes had learned 
to take an interest in the forest lands of their 
districts, but their interest did not extend, and 
could not be expected to extend, to the planting 
of fresh woods. It was hoped and believed that 
the measure now before the House would meet 
the needs of the occasion, and that it would 
receive the approval of the Diet. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo made a number of ir- 
relevant remarks in his usual style. 

After a few questions had been put and 
answered, the Bill was entrusted to a Committee 
of 18, nominated by the President. 

The House rose at 3 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 25TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 
The House met for Committee work only. 


HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
t.—First Reading of a Government Bill sent down from the 

Peers, seeking pot-facto approval of Imperial Ordinance 

No. 144, of the a8th year of Meiji. 
2.—First Reading of a Government Bill, sent down from the 

Peers, for reducing the Period of Practical Training in the 

case of Judicial Probationers. 
3—Secund Reading of a Government Bill seeking postefacte 

approval of Imperial Ordinance No. 92 of the s8th year of 
jcsecoad Reading of a Government Bill relating to Pensions 
of eee Judicial Officials, and grants in Aid to their 
milles. 
g—Macond Reading of a Government Bill for increasing the 
capital for purchasing Railway Materials. 
6.—-Second Reading of a Government Hill relating to the 

Method of Paying for Railway Material on State Lines. 

The President said that before proceeding to 
the Order of the Day he must call upon Mr. 
Tanaka Shozo to withdraw an expression used 
by him in the debate of the previous day. He, 
the President, had failed to catch the expres- 
sion at the moment, but he found it clearly set 
down in the stenographic record that Mr. 
Tanaka had addressed to some of the members 
the epithet ujimushé (maggots). 

Mr, Tanaka begged to apologise and with- 
draw the offensive words. 

Mr. Sato Shozo, on behalf of the Petitions 
Committee, reported that there were 171 peti- 
tions before the Committee. Of these, after 
due examination, the Committee recommended 
that 3 be submitted to the House; that 2 need 
not be submitted ; that 12 should be held for 
purposes of comparison by the Committee ; 
that 4 should be forwarded to the Government 
for purposes of comparison ; that 5 be rejected, 
and that the consideration of 2 be postponed. 
With regard to the remainder, a further report 
would be presented on a future occasion. 


Mr. Otake Kwanichi observed that among the 
petitions recommended for rejection, one related 
to the responsibility of the Cabinet. He wished 
to know why such a petition was thus treated. 

Mr. Sato replied that the Committee’s decision 
had been based on the 68th and 69th Articles 
of the Constitution. 

The Order of the Day was then proceeded 
with, 

Viscount Nomura, introducing the first Bill 

‘on the Order—namely, that seeking the House’s 
post-facto approval of the Imperial Ordinauce 
issued for the control of travel to Korea—ex- 
plained that a law of the same nature had been 
presented by the Government to the Diet in the 
latter’s 7th session, but had failed to obtain the 
House’s approval. Events had justified the 
provision of the Government and necessitated 
the enactment, by Imperial Ordinance, of the 
law rejected by the Diet. Believing that the 
continued operation of the law was essential, 
the Government now asked the House to 
approve it. 

In answer to Mr. Kudo Kokan, the Minister 
said that the issue of the Ordinance in question 
had been necessitated by the gradual emigration 
to Korea of men having no fixed occupation, 


Google = 


nor any genuine industrial or commercial 
motive. The presence of such persons in the 
peninsula tended to constitute an element of 
disturbance in the Kingdom’s foreign inter- 
course. The events of October 8th were fresh 
in the minds of the members: they need not 
be reminded that, in addition to the Hiroshima 
prisoners, a number of Japanese subjects had 
been inevitably deported from the peninsula. 
Such an incident as the coup d’é/dt showed how 
much a law of the kind now before them was 
required. 

Mr. Kudo Kokan contended that the Mini- 
ster’s reply was quite unsatisfactory. How 
could it be affirmed that by preventing the pas- 
sage to Korea of men without fixed occupations 
and without passports from chief local aathori- 
ties, such events as the coup d'étd? of October 
8th might be averted or mitigated, when many 
of the Japanese connected with that disgraceful 
affair actually carried -proper passports in their 
pockets, and, in some cases—as, for example, 
that of Viscount Miura—were actually nominees 
of the Government. To contend that any 
superivision exercised by the Government 
would keep Korea free from persons likely 
to endanger that kingdom’s domestic peace 
and this empire’s foreign relations, was obvi- 
ously illogical, seeing that the same Govern- 
ment’s own nominees had figured as_prin- 
cipal actors in the insurrection. It was of no 
use for the Government to plead the coup 
d'état of October 8th in support of the Ordinance 
now before the House. Until the Government 
recognised its responsibility for past blunders, 
to ask to be entrusted with fresh responsibily was 
to abuse the intelligence of the House. 

Viscount Nomura said that, in addition to 
the persons placed on trial at Hiroshima, many 
other Japanese of the class contemplated by the 
Ordinance, had taken part, directly or indirect- 
ly, tn the coup d'état, and it was plainly ex- 
pedient to save the Korean capital from being 
infested with such restless and dangerouss 
spirits. 

Mr. Kudo asked how men honestly contem- 
plating commercial, industrial, or mining enter- 
prises were to be distinguished from persons 
simulating such motives. 

The Minister replied that, on receipt of ap- 

lications for passports, there could be no great 
difficulty in instituting inquiries calculated to eli- 
cit the real character of the applicant. He might 
add, for Mr. Kudo’s special information, that 
whereas, according to report, he (Mr. Kudo) 
had desired, some time ago, to proceed to 
Korea, and had encountered various obstacles, 
no such obstacles would present themselves if 
he wished to make the journey after the issue 
of the Ordinance in question. 
* Mr. Tanaka Shozo wished to ask a question 
about the celebrated possessor of a gold watch, 
Mr. Saito Shuichiro. It appeared that Mr. 
Saito had been allowed to proceed to Korea, 
and the query at once presented itself, had he 
obtained permission on account of his quali- 
fication as a Japanese subject, or on account of 
his qualification as the owner of a gold watch. 

The Minister declined to answer such a 
question. 

Mr. Tanaka desired to make his meaning 
clear. Mr. Saito, by coming into possession of 
a gold watch, had forfeited the confidence of 
the Japanese nation. Yet Count Inouye had 
taken him to Korea in an important office. That 
did not seem proper. The Count ought not to 
have selected a man who had forfeited public 
confidence. But if he selected him simply as 
the owner of a gold watch, the case was dif- 
ferent. Hence Mr. Tanaka’s wish to have the 
point cleared up. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Committee of 9, 
nominated by the President. 

The next Bill was introduced by the Mini- 
ster of State for Justice, who gave an ex- 
planation similar to that given by him to the 
House of Peers. He added that if the Bill 
were not passed, and if, in consequence, the 
courts of law could not be equipped with their 
proper complement of judicial officials, a fatal 
obstacle would be placed in the path of Treaty 
Revision, an object earnestly desired by the na- 
tion for the past 30 years. 


Mr. Tanizawa Riyozo asked whether a year 
and a half’s practical training would suffice to 
make judicial officials conversant with their 
duties. For his own part, he doubted whether, 
even in collegiate courts, such immature judges 
and public procurators could be fully trusted. 

The Minister considered that the difficulty 
suggested by Mr. Tanizawa might be obviated, 
for the most part, by careful admixture of judi- 
ciary officials. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Committee of 9, 
nominated by the President. 

Mr. Yoda Michinaga, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the next Bill, 
namely, that seeking post-facto approval of 
Ordinance No. 92, with reference to Military 
and Naval Councils. 

The Bill was passed unanimously. 

Mr. Kotakagari Gengai, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
next Bill. 

The House passed the Second and Third 
Readings without debate. 

Mr. Mochizuki Unai, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that, after two meetings 
and after addressing various questions to the 
Government Delegate, the Committee unani- 
mously recommended the passing of the Bill 
relating to an increase of the capital for pur- 
chasing railway material. (Vide Proceedings, 
January 14th.) 

The House passed the Second and Third 
Readings without debate, and treated the next 
Bill similarly (vide Proceedings, January 14th). 

The House rose at 2.25 p.m. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 27TH. 
HOUSE OF, PBERS, 


The House met at 10.50 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


zx.— Report of the Petitions Committee. 

a—~Various Supplementary Budgets for the fiscal year 189§~6, 
sent up from the Lower House. 

3-—Petitions. 


Prince Nijo Notohiro, on behalf of the Peti- 
tions Committee, announced that the Committee 
had received 201 petitions, of which, so far as 
examination had been made, 43 were recom- 
mended for the House’s consideration. 

The Supplementary Budgets were handed to 
the Budget Committee, the latter undertaking 
to present its report on the first of the Budgets 
the following day, and on the remainder within 
ten days. 


Prince Nijo introduced the first of the Peti- 
tions adopted By the Committee. It related to 
Hakodate Harbour. The petitioners claimed 
that owing to exposure to northerly and westerly 
winds, quantities of sand were carried into the 
harbour, which consequently silted up at the 
rate of from 5 to 6 inches annually. A differ- 
ence of average depth amounting to 5ft. 2 inches 
had taken place between 1868 and 1883, and if 
things were left in their present condition the 
harbour must soon become unusable. Already 
vessels of large draft could not enter, and great 
difficulties and dangers attended the loading 
and unloading of ships. It was therefore pro- 
posed to devote a sum of 820,000 yen to im- 
provements, out of which total the petitioners 
prayed the Treasury to grant 300,000 yen. 

The House adopted the petition for presenta- 
tion to the Government. 

The next petition presented by the President 
of the Petitions Committee was from residents 
of Mishima in Shizuoka. The petitioners ex- 
plained that the province of Izu, being a penin- 
sula, possessed an extended coast line offering 
large shipping facilities. It had also mines. 
But the road from Mishima to Shimoda, @ 


distance of 50 miles (English), though heavy ° 


traffic passed over it, was steep and narrow, quite 
unfit for the service it had to perform. The 
Government was therefore prayed to make ita 
public highway under the charge of the State. 

The House adopted the petition without dis- 
sent, 

The next petition was from the inhabitants 
of Shiribeshi in Hokkaido. It related to the 
islands of Rijiri and Rebun, in Kutani. These 
islands form the north-western corner of Hok- 
kaido, and are rich in marine products. They 
have a littoral of many miles, and the produce 
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of each is valued at a million yen annually. 
But during the winter they are unapproachable, 
and it often happens that men perish there 
for want of provisions. The petitioners pray, 
therefore, that a submarine cable be laid from 
the coast of Yeshiwo province to the two is- 
lands. They add that fishing boats from Siberia 
and Saghalien, after visiting Hakodate and 
Otaru, are in the habit of anchoring at Rijiri 
and Rebun, for which reason a cable is all the 
more necessary. In the course of time the cable 
could be joined with that at Notaro Cape in 
Saghalien. 

The Petition was adopted. 

The next petition referred to the restoration 
of pensions to certain members of the Shizoku, 
who had been deprived of their income after the 
Satsuma Insurrection. The President of the 
Petitions Committee explained that the petition 
had been presented every session, and the 
Hause adopted it without debate. 


The next petition related to the River Shonai, 
and was presented by the people of Kasugai 
District in Aichi Prefecture. The Shonai is 
among the great rivers of Japan. Rising in 
Mino, it flows through Owari tothe sea. The peti- 
tioners assert that owing to the silting up of the 
river’s bed, it has been the cause of inundations 
involving damage to the amount of 4} million 
yen during the past 25 years. They pray that 
riparian improvements be undertaken at once. 

The House adopted the petition. 

The next petition, presented by inhabitants 
ot Tokushima, was to the effect that owing to a 
complete lack of railway facilities, the develop- 
ment of Shikoku was checked, and its products 
could not be carried to market. Moreover, the 
availability of its territorial troops for purposes of 
war was much impaired. A line for the island 
was included in the Railway Project Law, but had 
been relegated to the Second Period of Con- 
struction. The petitioners prayed that it might 
be included in the First Period Lines. 

The petition was adopted without comment. 

The last petition was from Governor Kamada, 
in his capacity as head of the city council of 
Kyoto. Its object was to urge that a consider- 
able sum—the amount was not fixed—should be 
devoted annually for the conservation of temples 
and shrines throughout the empire. The peti- 
tioner expatiated on the fact that the Buddhist 
and Shinto priests had been, from time im- 
memoria], the chief patrons of art in Japan, and 
that there were now preserved in the temples and 
shrines numerous objects of art, the preservation 
of which, as well as of the temples and shrines, 
themselves among the best specimens of the 
country’s art, was essential to the education and 
maintenance of a faculty that had won high 
fame for Japan, and constituted one of her chief 
sources of income. Since the Restoration, 
these temples and shrines had been virtually 
without any fixed income. There had been no 
means of conserving them. Many had fallen 
into a state of decay, and some had ceased to 
exist. It seemed to be a duty of the greatest 
national importance that eteps should be taken 
to arrest such an evil. 


The House adopted the petition, and rose at 
11.15 a.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.18 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
z.—Second Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Pur- 

chase of Public Loan Bonds in connection with the Extince 

tion of the Public Debt. 

3.—Second Reading of a Government and a Private Bill for 
amending the Press Laws. 

j-—First Reading of a Bill for expunging a part of the Re- 
gulations for enforcing the Code of Civil Procedure, pro- 

mulgated by Law s0 of the a3rd year of Meiji (1890). 

Mr. Takagi Masatoshi explained some ques- 
tions addressed by him to the Government. He 
claimed that Japan ought to keep constantly 
before her the object of developing competence 
to build her own men-of-war. For that purpose 
it was essential to educate naval architects and 
artizans. What steps was the Government 
takiug either for the education or the encour- 
agement of these most valuable persons? Had 
Japan been able to retain possession of the 
Liaotung Peninsula and the littoral of Shinking, 
she might have relied chiefly onher army. But 
having been obliged to abandon those territories, 
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her navy necessarily acquired prime import- 
ance. Further, although Liaotung had been 
restored to China, its retrocession was the result 
of the interference of three European Powers. 
Consequently, Japan’s naval 


the West. 
to rely upon the West for a supply of men-of- 


war? Should not every nerve be strained to ac- 
quire self-supplying faculties in that line? He 
observed that while the construction of several 
torpedo-boats in domestic dockyards was con- 
templated by the Budget, only one man-of-war 
Doubtless, the Go- 


was to be built at home. 
vernment would explain that by pointing to the 
insufficiency of the country’s appliances and 
competence for such works. All the more 


reason, then, for directing allention to the subject 
He might mention, as a 
point of evident want of wisdom in the Go- 
vernthent’s procedure, that artizans were not 


of his questions. 


retained at the State’s dockyards after they 
had attained the age of 50; that is to say, when 
they possessed most experience and skill. The 


consequence was, employment at private docks 


and factories was preferred. 


Mr. Minoura Katsuto, on behalf of the Special 


Committee, reported in favour of the first Bill 
on the Order. 


the state of the market for buying up and can- 
celling Public Loan Bonds, instead of redeem- 
ing them by lot as had hitherto been the habit. 
The Committee considered that the proposed 
change of method would conduce to the interests 
of the public finance and to the convenience of 
bond-holders. 


The Housecarried the Bill through its Second 
and Third Readings without debate. 

Mr. Koizuka Riyo (Progressionist), on be- 
half of the Special Committee, reported that, 
after two meetings, the Committee had com- 
piled a new Bill by combining the Government 
Press Law Bill and the Bill presented by Mr. 
Minoura. With one exception, the whole Com- 
mittee had voted in favour of the new Bill. 


Speaking broadly, the difference between the 


new Bill and the Government Bill was that 
suspension and security money were expunged. 


The chief excisions made in the Government 
Bill were:—(1) That 5 days’ previous notice 


need not be given to the Home Department by 
persons about to publish a newspaper: im- 
mediate notice would suffice. (2) That the 
names of the publisher and of the place of 
publication need not accompany the notice. 
(3) That in the event of the death of a pub- 
lisher, another publisher need not be chosen 
and reported within a week, nor need any locum 
tenens be appointed in the interval. (4) That 
women might engage in newspaper enterprise. 
(5) That the duties of editor and publisher 
might be combined. (6) That no security 
money be required, and that all the provisions 
relating to it be expunged. (7) That news- 
papers, after being defendants in a case at law, 
need not, on the demand of the Public Pro- 
curator or the plaintiff, publish the full textof the 
Court’s judgment. (8) That the Minister of State 
for Home Affairs should not possess the power 
of suspending a paper, but should only be com- 
petent to prohibit its sale and seize the copies 
containing obnoxious matter. (9) That under 
any circumstances whatever, the defendant in a 
suit for libel brought against a newspaper should 
be competent to speak in his own defence. 
(10) That the penalty for not reporting the in- 
tention of starting a paper be reduced from 50 
to 5 yen. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro understood that the 
Government opposed the projected changes. 
In fact, the Government was not disposed to 
place itself in sympathy with the wish of the 
people. It was pretexted, indeed, that whereas 
the power of suspension had hitherto been 
without limit, the Cabinet was now willing 
that a limit of a week should be imposed. 
But in point of fact experience showed that this 
concession meant nothing, for newspapers were 
scarcely ever suspended for longer than a week. 
Had they been contending for such a paltry 
amendment of an obnoxious system, was it con- 


preparations 
must be directed, not against China, but against 
Such being the case, was it prudent 


The object of the measure was 
to enable the Government to take advantage of 








ceivable that they should have waitedand worked 
all these years? The system itself was what they 
abhorred, not the manner of entorcing it. That 
the Administration should possess the right of 
unchallenged suspension even for one day was 
intolerable. 

The House voted for the Second Reading, 
and proceeded with it at once. 

Mr. Yamada Taizo opposed the Bill. He 
pointed out that session after session the House 
had failed to obtain any modification of the 
present obnoxious system by obstinately refus- 
ing to compromise. If they sent this Bill up 
to the Peers, it would certainly be rejected. 
Under any circumstances, there was not the least 
chance of its receiving the Government's ap- 
proval. Even supposing that, after its rejection 
by the Upper House, some mid-way measure 
were elaborated by a committee of managers of 
the two Houses, was it likely that the Peers 
would accept it? Assuredly not. Nor could 
the justice of the Peer’s views be traversed. A 
litle reflection must show every one that the 
power of suspension was still a necessary 
weapon at the present stage of newspaper 
development in Japan. Did they not remem- 
ber how, only a short time ago, they them- 
selves had been bitterly incensed against the 
Nicht Nichi Shimbun, and passed a reso- 
lution that it be publicly prosecuted? Did they 
not remember how the Fiyu Shimbun had been 
guilty of gross contumaciousness towards the 
Judiciary in connection with the Soma case? 
If, on the one hand, a journal understood to 
be the organ of Officialdom, inserted matter 
insulting tothe Legislature, and, on the other, 
a journal known to be the organ of a great 
political party, showed contempt for the Judi- 
ciary, would not the Government be wanting 
in its duty did it fail to inflict some sum- 
mary penalty, or take speedy measures 
to stop such writing? To cite instances of 
outrageous and irresponsible writing on the part 
of numerous petty newspapers would be an 
endless task. No man could honestly say that 


the press, as a whole, had proved itself worthy 
of the liberty now claimed for it. 


He advised 
the House to be content with what was possible, 
instead of frittering away its strength in attempt- 
ing to atlain the impossible. 


Mr. ‘Tanaka Shozo made a superficial and 
rambling speech of great length in defence of 
the proposed changes. 

The House passed the Second and Third 
Reading by a large majority. 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei introduced the nex 
Bill, the object of which was to amend the Code 
of Civil Procedure in the sense of abolishing the 
provision that any person desiring to appeal 
from the judgment of an inferior Court of Law 
must pay a sum of 10 yen by way of fee. The 
House had already passed the Billin a previous 
session, but the Peers had rejected it. Accord- 


ing to the present system, a poor man was de- 


prived of the right of appeal, and the benefits of 
the law became the sole property of the wealthy. 
The House was counted out at 3.20 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 28TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
z.—Report of the Petitions Committee. 
2.—Government Bill seeking post-facto approval of Imperial 


Ordinance No. ga of the a8th year of Meiji; sent up from the 
Lower House. 


g-—Government Bill relating to the Pensions of Military Judicial 
Officials and Grants in Aid to their Families ; sent up from 
the Lower House. 


4-—-Two Government Bills relating to the Capital Fund for 


purchasing State Railway Materials, and the Method of 
Disbursing the same 


g.—Representation for the Establishment of an Exhibition of 
Mazine Products. 
6.— Petitions. 

Prince Nijo, President of the Petitions Com- 
mittee, said that the report submitted by him 
on the previous day referred to petitions re- 
ceived up to the 23rd instant. Since then, 21 
others had been received, but their examination 
was not yet completed. 


Major-General Kodama, Vice-Minister of 
War, introduced the first Bill on the Order, re- 
lating to the organization of Military Courts of 
Law (Gumpo Kaigi), which was handed toa 
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Special Committee of g nominated by the 
President. 

Major-General Kodama introduced the next 
Bill, for extending the provisions of the Pension 
-and Gratuity Law to Military Judicial Officials 
and their Families. The Bill was entrusted to 
a Special Committee of 9, nominated by the 
President. 

The two next Bills, after brief explanations by 
the Government Delegate, were handed toa 
Special Committee of 9, nominated by the 
President. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu introdaced the Repre- 
sentation for establishing an Exhibition of 
Marine Products. He considered that such a 
step would contribute, more than anything else, 
‘to promote the development of the industry con- 
cerned. ‘In 1883, the Government, ‘taking a 
similar view, had organized ‘such an exhibition 
in Tokyo, and the results had been most bene- 
‘ficial. It was time that the effort should be re- 
peated, and the supporters of the Representa- 
tion hoped that a sufficient appropriation would 
be made for that purpose without loss-of time. 

The House voted the Representation without 
debate. 

Two Petitions, one relating to the Restora- 
tion of Income to certain Shizoku, the other to 
a change of District Boundaries, were then 
adopted unanimously. 

A petition was next introduced for the es- 
tablishment of Credit Associations. The peti- 
tioners, ‘inerchants of Niigata Prefecture, 
pointed out that the credit system had received 
large development in Japan of late years, and 
that, in view of the termination of thé period 
of the National Banks’ charters, some steps to 
exténd the system seemed essential. Another 
point to be considered was that the duty on 
articles of foreign commerce had to be paid 
before the possibility of disposing of the goods 
was ascertained, to the great inconvenience of 
trade. It was desirable that Association Ware- 
houses should be established for the storage of 
such goods, and that warehouse receipts should 
circulate freely. Moreover, the existing banks, 
though of great service to nerchants and manu- 
facturers, were of no use to agriculturists, and 
this fact emphasised the necessity of establish- 
ing Credit Associations. 

The House adopted the petition unanimously, 

A petition for establishing a telegraph office 
in Nagahama, Yehime Prefecture, was next 
adopted without discussion, and the House rose 
at 11.30 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
Day being :— 
2.—Second Reading of a Government Bill for treating the In- 
demnity under a Special Account. 
2.—Second Reading of a Government Bill for the Encourage- 
ment of Navigation. 

§.—-Second Reading of a Government Bill for the Encourage- 
ment of Ship-building. 

4-—-Second Redding of a Bill for rescinding a part of the Code of 

Civil Procedure. 
g.—Representation for the Establishment of a School of 

Languages. 

Mr. Wada Hikojiro presented a Question 
relating to the sixth article of the Shimonoseki 
Treaty. It was provided in the last clause of 
that Article that, inasmuch as the commercial 
treaty hitherto existing between China and Japan 
had ceased to have operative force, Japanese sub- 
jects, in their trade ‘with China, should receive 
most-favoured-nation treatment from the time of 
the exchange of ratifications of the Shimonoseki 
Treaty until the conclusion of a new treaty of 
commerce. Now in the Anglo-Chinese Com- 
mercial Treaty it was laid down that spirituous 
liquors and tobacco might be imported into 
China daty free. Therefore Japanese merchants 
were entitled to import saké and tobacco into 
Shanghai without paying any duty. But asa 
matter of fact, they were compelled to pay, and 
were actually paying the same impost, namely 5 
per cent, ad valorem, that they were required to 
pay under the tariff attached to the old treaty 
between China and Japan. Numerous com- 
plaints had been preferred to the consulate in 
Shanghai on the subject, but Mr. Consul Chinda 
had replied that as the matter was under dis- 
cussion, nothing could be done immediately. 
Could there be a more flagrant example of 
official perfunctoriness or of indifference to 


the just rights of the nation. 
the present Government paid little heed to the 
nation’s rights. Twice it had dissolved the 
Lower House under circumstances that offered 
no warrant forsuchastep. In this matter of cus- 
toms duty, however, itcould not be pretexted either 
that pressure from united European Powers was 
at work, or that the country was too weak, ina 
military sense, to assert its dignity. The Go- 
vernment professed to be very anxious to increase 
the Army and Navy; the House itself showed 
great zeal about such things. Bat here, under 
their very eyes, a gross breach of treaty was 
tamely endured, just as though the present 
rights of the nation were nothing and its future 
potentialities everything. 


Mr. Kusakari Shimmei moved that the Order 
be changed s0 as to take the fourth Bill at once. 
His claim was that the Bill had been actually 
before the House at the close of the previous 
day’s session, ‘and its debate ought therefore to 
be continued to-day without the intervention of 
any other maiter. 


The President said that he had anticipated 
this objection. But if careful reference were 
made to the Standing Orders, it would be seen 
that the continuous placing of a measure on the 
Order of the Day related solely to cases where 
the Bill had been actually under discussion when 
the House rose. In all other cases, it rested 
with the President solely to determine the rota- 
tion for the succeeding day, and the law requir- 
ed that he should be guided by the principle 
of giving preference to Government Bills. The 
Bill referred to by Mr. Kusakari had not been 
under discussion : the House had been counted 
out while the introducer of the Bill was in the 
act of bringing it forward for discussion. 


Mr. Kusakari did not question the propriety 
of the President’s action in respect of the Order, 
but asked to have his motion considered. 

After a brief discussion, the Order was pro- 
ceeded with. 

Mr. Kanaoka Matazayemon, on behalf of the 
Budget Committee, reported in favour of the 
first Bill on the Order. It was obvious that in 
dealing with such large sums as the in- 
stallments of the indemnity, their conver- 
sion into silver and transport to Japan, so 
as to take their places in the otdinary Bud- 
get, might greatly disturb the exchanges, and 
inflict heavy loss on the country. A special 
system of handling the money must be adopted, 
and for that reason the Committee unanimously 
approved of the Government’s proposal to in- 
clude the indemnity in a special account. 


Some questions were asked eliciting from the 
Government delegate replies that as between the 
Treasury, and the Bank of Japan, while the 
latter held the indemnity as a specie reserve, 
the former would receive convertible notes only ; 
that all the installments of the indemnity were 
to be paid in London ; that, distant as London 
was from Japan, it was the centre of the world’s 
financial opérations, and Japan’s interest would 
be best consulted by receiving the indemnity 
there ; that Japan would have many payments to 
make in Europe in the immediate future, and 
that her convenience would be best consulted 
by having the money there ; and that to issue in 
Japan convertible notes on the security of specie 
held in London would not be contrary to the 
Bank of Japan’s Regulations, since the specie 
would be held in a London branch of the Bank. 


The House voted for the Second Reading, 
but declined to proceed with it at once. 

Mr. Nishiyama Shicho, on ‘behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Bill for the Encouragement of Navigation, with 
some slight amendments. (Vide Proceedings 
of House of Representatives, January 14th.) 

The House, by a large majority, voted for the 
Second Reading of the Bill, but declined to 
proceed with the Reading at once. 

Mr. Nishiyama, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
the Encouragement of Shipbuilding, but said 
that the Committee had introduced two amend- 
ments :—first, that on ships of 700 tons and up- 
wards but less than 1,000 tons, a bounty of 12 
yen should be paid; and secondly, that the Law 
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It was true that} should remain in force for 15, mot 20, years. 


(Vide Proceedings, January 14th.) 

The House voted for the Second Reading. 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei repeated the explana- 
tion given by him on the preceding day with 
reference to the Bill for:rescinding a clause of 
the Code of Civil Procedure. (Vide Proceed- 
ings, January 27th.) 

The House passed the Bill without debate. 

Mr. Kashiwada Moribumi, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Representation for establishing a Language 
Schodl. (Vide Proceedings, January 16th.) 

The House passed the Representation with- 
out debate, and rose at 3 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 209TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.40 a.m,, the Order of 
the day being— 


ze—Second Readings of various Supplementary Budgets tor the 
a8th fiscal year, sent up from the Lower House. 


Prince Konoye, President of the Budget 
Committee, reported in favour of the various 
Supplementary Budgets as amended by the 
Lower House. 

In answer to questions, Mr. Makino, Vice- 
Minister of Education, explained that there 
were several differences between the Commer- 
cial Schools of Tokyo and Osaka. In order 
to enter the Tokyo School the applicant must 
have graduated at a Middle School, whereas 
admission.to the Osaka institution could be 
obtained by graduates of the Upper Primary 
Schools. The Osaka School was intended to 
educate artizans only, the period of study was 
4 years, and the pupils were expected to num- 
ber 240. 

The House passed all the Budgets, and rose 
at 1.55 a.m, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.30 p.m., the Order of the 
Day being— 
x.—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to the 

Special Account of the Temporary War Fund. 
3.—First Reading of a Bill relating tothe National Banks. 


g-—Representation for granting an Annual Salary to Takusari 
Koki, the Originator of the Japanese System of Stenography. 


Mr. Minoura Katsuto, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, reported in favour of the first Bill. 
(Vide Proceedings of House of Representatives, 
January 14th.) 
oe House voted the Second Reading of the 

ill. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro introduced the second 
Bill. Its provisions were as follow :—(1) That 
any National Bank desiring to continue its busi- 
ness, should haveitscharter extended for 7 years. 
(2) That, even during the above period, a Na- 
tional Bank should be free to change into a 
private bank. (3) That in either of the above 
cases, proper application must be made, three 
months beforehand, to the Minister of State for 
Finance. (4) That a National Bank desiring 
to continue as such, with a reduced capital, 
or to become a private bank, with a reduced 
capital, must first comply with the provi- 
sions of Articles 42 and 43 of the National 
Banks Regulations, and must then obtain 
the necessary permission. (5) That with re- 
gard to redemption of bank notes, or disposal 
of capital, on the closure of a National Bank, 
the provisions of Law 25 of the 23rd year of 
Meiji be applicable. (6) That with regard fo the 
procedure adopted in the case of a National 
Bank giving up business, the provisions of law 
relating to the winding up of commercial joint 
stock companies, be applicable. (7) That the 
Law go into operation from the day of its pro- 
mulgation. Mr. Komuro said that the Bill had 
constituted a subject of exhaustive argument in 
the 8th session of the Diet, and that he need 
not repeat what had been then said, and what 
must be familiar to all the members. He 
chiefly emphasized the obvious error of sup- 
posing that because the National Banks had 
originally been established on a 20 years’ 
charter, the period of their uséfulness was 
limited to 20 years ; and he contended strongly 
that the utmost freedom, compatible with finan- 
cial wisdom should be given in matters that 
so Closely affected the convenience of commerce 
and industry. 

Mr. Soyeda, Government Delegate, pointed 
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out that the National Banks had been organized 
at a time when the systems of finance and credit 
were in their infancy in Japan. The Govern- 
ment, having due regard to the conditions of 
the era, had elaborated a programme in which 
some of the elements of British finance were 
incorporated. Since then great changes had 
occurred. Paper money had become the chief 
medium of exchange, and banking business had 
become familiar to the people. Financially 
speaking, they were living in a different era. 
To preserve in force banking laws of the re- 
‘gtrictive nature pf those enacted twenty years 
ago was entirely contrary to the spirit of pro- 
gressive legislation, and must have the effect of 
hampering the country in the struggle of inter- 
national competition. It might reasonably be 
assumed that the true object of the compilers 
of the Bill was to continue the existence of the 
National Banks and not merely to prolong their 
charters for a brief period. If so, a proper 
measure should be framed for that purpose. 
The Government could not give its consent 
to the present Bill. As to the proposed pro- 
longation of 7 years, there was no appafent 
reason for choosing such a term. It was 
too long for banks established at an_ early 
era, and too short for banks established later. 
With regard to the second provision, plainly 
no room was left for the utilization of capital 
if a bank were converted from a national bank 
into a private one ona charter of 7 years, and no 
provision was made for the continuance of busi- 
ness at the end of 7 years. In fact the Bill was 
full of imperfections, and whereas its proposers 
pleaded that their object was to prevent any 
dislocation of the financial system, such a law 
as they proposed could not fail to dislocate it. 

Mr. Nakano Buyei spoke at considerable 
length in opposition to the project contemplat- 
ed by the Government, attacking it chiefly on 
the ground that it required the Bank of Japan 
to lend money without interest to the National 
Banks, on the expiration of their charter, for 

the purpose of redeeming such of their notes as 
remained in circulation. He claimed that the 
Legislature had no right to dictate the use of other 
folks’ money in such amanner. He further em- 
phatically denied the imputation that the pro- 
poser of the Bill desired anything more than an 
extension of the Baliks’ charters for 7 years. 
At present, the volume of National-Bank notes 
in circulation was 18,120,000 approximately, 
and against these the Banks held bonds and 
other valid securities to the value of 12,270,000 
yen, so that the unsecured postion aggregated 
only some 5,800,000. Divided among 120 
banks, that meant a ‘paltry-sum each, and if the 
charters were prolonged for 7 years, the Banks 
‘could scarcely fail to redeem the whole volume 
of their paper currency. 

The closure having been put and carried, a 
closed ballot was taken, when 57 voted for the 
Bill and 115 against. 

Mr. Hayakawa Ryosuke introduced the Re- 
presentation for rewarding Mr. Takusari Koki, 
'the originator of the system of shorthand now 
‘in use in Japan. The speaker was in no way 
‘related to, not had any connection with Mr. 
Takusari, but the House could not be unaware 
of the immense benefit conferred on the coun- 
try by this student, who, labouring for fourteen 
years amid the greatest difficulties, had so modi- 
fied and extended the foreign system of short- 
band as to render it applicable to the ideographic 
script of Japan, and had thus enabled the Diet 
to have its proceedings reported verbatim from 
the day of its convention. What Mr. Takusari 
endured to accomplish that object was not 

generally known, but it appeared that he had 
sacrified to his great purpose almost everything 
that a man held dear. Yet now, this bene- 
factor of the country and of the Diet was under- 
stood to be in a state of poverty. 

‘Mr. Kudo Kokan opposed the Representation 
on the ground that if one inventor were to be 
to be publicly rewarded, all might claim the 
same privilege. 

The House refused to entrust the Representa- 
tion to a Special Committee, and passed it 

‘at once. 

The House rose at 2.55 p.m. 


Chinese Division, raised during the late war, 
are marred by the defect apparently inseparable 
from everything undertaken by the officials 
of the Middle Kingdom. 
been placed under the command of the cele- 
brated Yuan Shihkai, who, during the ten years 
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these answered the requisition by summoning 
the seller, throwing him into prison, and beating 
him publicly as a common criminal until he 
consented to rescind the sale. Dr. Greig and 
another foreigner, who were present during this 
scene, which they describe as brutal and de- 
grading, seem to have barely escaped a beating 
themselves. Kirin lies some 300 miles north 
of Newchwang. A journey in mid-winter is a 
trying ordeal. The British Government, how- 
ever, has sent Mr. Consul Hosie to Kirin, accom- 
panied by Lieut. Quayle, of H.B.M.S. Rastler. 

Another heinous case of official contumacy is 
reported from Kwangtung. A British merchant 
named Andrew, intending to take some goods 
from Canton to Wuchou on the West River, 
paid transit duty and obtained a pass which, 
according to treaty, franked the goods to their 
destination. But the officials at Wuchou noti- 
fied the Chinese merchants that any one taking 
over Mr. Andrew’s goods should be imprisoned 
and tortured. They also terrorized his servants 
so that all, except his interpreter, absconded, 
and he was left stranded at Wuchou with his 
goods, unable to get them back to Canton with- 
out paying some 400 dollars for duty down 
the river. 

The transfer of the Kiangnan Arsenal, near 
Shanghai, from the control of the Viceroy of 
Nanking, the great Chang, to that of the Pekin 
Ministry of War, has furnished an illustration 
of the power wielded by Chinese provincial 
officials. Chang resenting the change as an 
indirect reflection on his own administrative 
faculties, at once telegraphed to the Ministry of 
War that since they were thenceforth to manage 
the Arsenal, he proposed using for other pur- 
poses the sum, 4 million taels, hitherto paid 
annually out of the local exchequer for the 
support of the Arsenal. The Ministry had 
no reply except to restore the Arsenal to 
its former control, and thereupon the Viceroy, 
who knew that the attempt to deprive him of-its 
control had emanated from its manager, the 
ex-Taotai of Shanghai, sent a commission of 
his own people to inquire into the affairs of the 
Arsenal and to take an inventory of the properties, 
nominally with a view to reducing the expenses, 
but really for the purpose of stopping the work 
and obtaining materials for impeaching the mana- 
ger, who has been suspended during the inquiry. 


The thieves that had been busily engaged for 
some time stealing quantities of valuable por- 
celains, antique and modern, from the Porcelain 
Store-houses of the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment in Pekin, have been arrested, as have also 
been the receivers of the stolen goods. Upon all 
these culprits, as well as upon the officials that 
had charge of the Store-house, the imperial wrath 
has fallen. Meanwhile, itis probable that the 
incident has enriched some of the fine American 
collections. 

Recently published details about the modern 
army projected by the Viceroy Chang at Nan- 
king, show that the force is to number of 10,000 
of all ranks. The rank and file are to consist 
entirely of able-bodied, heaithy youths, between 
the ages of 16.and 20. Certificates of good cha- 
racter must be presented, signed by neighbours, 
responsible relatives, and local notables. The 
youths must never have been guilty of any crime, 
nor ever been punished by law, and they must en- 
gage to serve for1ro years. All these conditions 
satisfied, each soldier will receive pay atthe rate of 
$5 monthly, and will be furnished with uniform. 
The corps d'armée is to be divided into infantry 
battalions of 250 men (each consisting of 3 
companies) ; cavalry squadrons of 180 troopers; 
artillery batteries 200 strong, and engineer com- 
panies of 100. Each battalion will be com- 
manded by a German officer as Colonel, with a 
Chinese Lieut.-Colonel, and each company will 
have a German Captain, with a native second 
Captain. All the Chinese officers are to be 
graduates of one of the military academies and 
will be examined as totheir qualifications. At 
present, the nucleus only of the army is to be 
formed, namely, 8 battalions of infantry, 2 
squadrons of cavalry, one battery of artillery, and 
1 company of engineers, or 3,660 of all ranks, 
together with 35 German officers, who are al- 
ready at Nanking. 


The Division has 


of his residence in Sdul as Chinese Represen- 
tative, showed such masterful ability that he 
acquired the position of a dictator. Yuan is 
undoubtedly a competent officer, but it appears 
that he has agreed to assign the important post 
of brigade commanders in the new Division to 
two men who had been condemned to be de- 
capitated for cowardice, and who escaped that 
fate only by sacrificing the greater part of their 
wealth. These poltroon officers are General 
Chiang, who abandoned Newchwang as soon 
as the scouts of the Japanese army came in 
sight, and Colonel Wu, who behaved similarly 
at Port Arthur. From this story may be inferred 
the value of China’s future army. 

The new Taotai of Amoy appears to be a 
progressive man. He advocates the opening 
of mines and the building of railways, and has 
sent into the adjacent hills experts who, after a 
short search, report abundance of coal and iron. 

After all the talk about the terrible things 
that were to happen at Chungking on the arri- 
val of the Japanese commissioners sent to 
choose a site for a settlement there, the com- 
missioners have arrived, and no disturbance 
whatever has ensued. The people appear to 
have expected soldiers and to be much reliev- 
ed by the discovery that the new-comers are 
simply intent on mercantile development. 

The unfortunate shooting accident at Ichang 
by which a Customs official, a Chinaman, lost 
his life, tas not yet been satisfactorily disposed 
of. The shooting was done by a Chinese ser- 
vant belonging to a British man-of-war then 
lying at Ichatg. Owing to some inadvertence, 
he was allowed to take up a saloon rifle which 
he discharged carelessly during sports got up by 
the British sailors. The Chinese authorities 
insist that the man should be given up to them 
for trial, and seem unable to understand that 
his name being‘borne on the articles of a British 
man-of-war, he is practically a British subject, 
and must be judged by a British tribunal. 

A sad accident occurred at Tientsin on New 
Year’s Day. A boy of eleven, the eldest son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Woodbury, slipped off the ice into 
the river, and although a pole was immediately 
thrust out to him, he seems to have been too 
much numbed by the intense cold to take ad- 
vantage of this aid. He was only a few mi- 
nutes in the water, but all attempts to resuscitate 
him proved unsuccessful. 

The head of the Chinese commissariat de- 
partment has memorialized the Emperor with 
regard to the work done by the Red Cross 
Societies in China during the late war, 
and it is probable that a commendatory 
edict will be issued. American citizens took 
a large share in the organization of these 
societies, and the Viceroy of Chihli has directed 
that a tablet be prepared and presented to Mrs. 
Andersen of Shanghai and her assistants in the 
good work. There is a hope that the value of 
the Red Cross may come to be appreciated by 
the Chinese. 

It does not appear that China's beating by 
the Japanese has had the slightest effect in im- 
proving the methods of her officials. They 
remain as indifferent as ever to the treaty rights 
of foreigners. A flagrant case has just occurred 
in the city of Kirin in Manchuria. Dr. Greig, 
a missionary who was the victim of a cruel out- 
rage some years ago, and who, by way of com- 
pensation, obtained Governmental permission 
to purchase in Kirin a piece of land for a hos- 
pital, found a Chinaman willing to sell, bought 
the land, and deposited the title-deeds with the 
British Consul at Newchwang, accompanying 
them with a declaration from the seller that he 
had parted with the land of his own free will. 
The British Minister in Pekin, acting under 
instructions from home, required that the sale 
should be ratified by the Kirin authorities, but 
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IMPERIAL BUDGET FOR THE agt# 
FISCAL YEAR OF MEI71. 
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As introduced by the Government, 





Crass A. 
OrpDiInaRY REVENUE. Yen. 

Pom TAXES... cccrsesccccesccssosvcscscecens 73:792,890.980 
gi Land Tax sccstcses vcsese «» 38,530,932-761 
2. Income Tax .rcccsccccccccces eee 1,434,258.907 
3. Saké Tax.cs.ccsessceseceeeeeseeneee 18,407,867.722 
4+ Alcoliol Tax cisscccceseseeeeenees 7:°79-733 
5. Yeast Tax ...rcoccsccrcesssecseres 32,010,000 
6: Tobacco Tax sicssscsssssssecassss 2,950,327.262 
7. Deeds, Certificates, &c., Tax 862,006 245 
BS. Soy Tax ccccsscccccasessceese sessee  1,412,906.183 
g. Confectionary Tax  veceseseees 635,003.210 

10. Export Duty on Liquors from 
Okinawa ..... iontves’ iadeeeaditent 18,466.452 
12, Bachange Tax cccscerssseccsnees 588,147.103 
12. National Banks Tax..........0. 217,650.160 
03. Drugs Tax ciscocccsee scosccosssce 715,794-488 
14. Boats and Ships ‘Tax piviewnds 272,855-948 
15. Cacriage and Waggons Tax. —799,798.000 
56. Mining: TAS scccacsurssices 241,205.599 

17. Hokkaido Marine Products 
EOS pecndeckeiacnisenumcec ne 304,615.308 

18. Tax on Sale of Horses and 
Cattle. iiss cad baba abaaaeneantatn 74,309.000 
19. Hunting Tax...... dbdendscvavdace 120,739 000 
20. Custom Duties ......sccsceeeeeee 6,160,857.899 
Il. eaert and Fees,,.....0000+ vee =—.2,380,168.830 
p SURI TUGR a ccissveceressuacees 2437595 42-754 

> Miscellaneous Licetises and 
NGS schsscercainimsiovcsreadiys 4,626,076 


l1l.—Receipts from Government 








Industries & Properties...... 16,312,530-9037 
1. Receipts from =‘ Official 
eM Ette osc ccvecnsesnsssscccases 186,565.037 
2. Receiptsfrom Customs Houses 150,851.270 
3. Receipts from Hokkaido 
Breeding Stations ...,.....06 ggt.726 
4. Receipts from Forests ,........ 896,318.381 
5: Receipts from Posts and 
Telegraphs ..... Sana web aantadess 10,092,791.741 
6. Receipts fiom Convicts 
LMIGME<sasnsstecdaccedsnsine suues 209,138.406 
7. Sale of Blood-serum and 
Vaccination Germs ...... ove 138,000,000 
8. Sale of Medicinal Opium... 15,340.400 
g. Rents from Government Pro- 
POP CIOD clave cundapeapasieresaasave 202,603.423 
10. Sales of Measures aud Scales 581.009 
11. Profitson the Mint,....... givebds 265,989 876 
12. Profits on Printing Bureau... 125,827.954 
13. Profit on Senju Woollen Fac- 
BOTY wicvnssvdanesuesactaceaneesens 1,645.242 
Ba: Railways Prolite: 5 6c.cccsscisis 4,023,604.000 
15. Profit from Telegraphic and 
Ligtthouse Arucles Mann- 
SRCIOTY Seccsicecisscvecacsssnsenns 2,282.472 
1V.—Miscellaneous Receipts ...... 716,176.776 
1. Penalties and Confiscations,. 261,416.543 
Ba DODCMAUIES ssccacsacevnetinsses 73,278.084 
3. Miscellaneous Receipts ...... 251,242.972 
4. Aids to Survivors of Govern- 
Mnent CCOS sesicssececcccsens 106,876.203 
5. Pensions to School Directors 
and Aids to their Survivors 11,547-304 
6. Receipts from Okinawa Ken. 11,121.128 
7. Receipts from Ogasawara- 
FIOM. sntcsearcansaexs swicescnesaees 694.542 


V.—Appropriation of Interest on 
deposited Money ......... on 

1. Appropriation of Interest on 
deposited Money  ....sccseees 





ROAR jccnicacs sccadowaeeas + 94,403,333-523 
ExTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 


I. i Piaices Ssxakenetabauabbaniaahasen 
. Donation to the Osaka Tech- 





nical School wee vescenveccceeseees 
[1.—Sales of Government Pro- 
DRULDED  doncac vended civuntinactuns 

» Sales of Mines ,....0006 ieee eas 


. Sales of Lands 
. Sales of Buildings 
« SNS OF Artigles —ccésiccsscksens 
. Sales of Live Stock .........00. 
. Sales of Articles at Poronai 
Colliery and Poronai-Iku- 
shimbetsu Railway... .scsseree 
a —Miscellaneous Receipts ...... 
» Receipts from Ships or Boats 
built or repaired by the Navy. 

3. Money refunded 


eee ree ewe eaee nee 


QU & Go bom 


Pee eter eeewteee 


A 


1,201,556.000 





1,201,566.000 


19,676.000 
19,676.000 





577:973-395 
253,928.000 
44,660.206 
9.156.304 
222,934.778 
18,514.117 


28,779-900 
238,155.162 


114,257-406 
123,897+756 
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[V.—Appropriation for manufac- 


1. Appropriation for 


V.—Amount 


ture and issue of Public Bonds 
manufac 
ture and issue of Redemp- 
lee TIONG: ckctdiccsaraaiscnsns 
transferred from 
central Famine Relief Fund 








15,000.000 


15,000.000 





160,900.000 
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3. Repairs ....ccccccccccccsverecscees 
4. Allowances for Casualities . 
5. Indemnities and Law-suits .. 


6. Travelling Expenses  ....000 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
Expenses srsccocorscccercevsesecs 


8. Manufacture of Stamps ...... 


637.662 
1.000 
2.000 

306.000 


3.342-142 
421.000 


Cee nenemmmmmml 











































. mee dj gataresaey for preparing 
VI.—Aids to Fund for building aS d-Sev UW sasoscasnscovssene 21,544.700 
WADI CEERE. «cde detcsnderinvnentas 1,812,250,822 1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 5.885.000 
1. Imperial Grant ......cccceceseees 300,060,000) 9, Office Expenses....ccses Sentecabe 1,450.000 
Z- DOUations cicsccrecsssseesseseeees 1,512,250.822|] 3. Repairs ..... kilencdexdaspilaceaiet 492.000 
, 4. Allowances for Casualities . 1,000 
VIL—Expenses of Occupation of 5. Iudemnities and Law- suits’. 2.000 
Weieliaiewei ....ssccescececseeens 759,000.000/ 6, ‘Travelling Expenses  ....s00 300.000 

VIII.—Appropriation from In- 7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
GRMN Y — kadercicassenecrsddives 40,093,388.676 Expenses .....s000 uss 3.441.700 
Total ‘he aimee 8, Expenses for Preparation eee 9.967.000 
tal inva chscsansscdsesasadnadain 43,667,343-055 me 

—— | VI.—Laboratory for preparing Vac- 

Grand Total of Revenue ...... 138,070,677.488 cination Germs c.ccocccssecces 69,597-320 
= 1. Salaries and Allowances ,,.... yo ga 
EXPENDITURE. 2. Office Expenses.....cssseee whens 1779-720 
Repairs sccccscecccccsccscvecs cose 400.000 
OrpInaARY EXPENDITURE. rt Allowances for Casualties ... 1.000 
Fim Dhe Cie cecscccsscccsccscvececee 3,000,000.000| 5. patreriver sts Lawe-suils .. Pagans 
_ 6. Travelling Expenses.........++ .000 
DepaRTMENT oY ForgiGN AFFAIRS. 7. yale Allowances and — 
[—The Department proper ss. onsis| 4 go eeiaie sie 

1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 92,715 000 ‘ = 

2. Office Expenses seeseeseeseeees 8.725.995 VII.—Offices for Superintending 

9g FRODGUNG. cccsyesveesusnadsssasen ae 3,01 4.738 Public Work 8 

4. Allowances for casualties...... 1-000 hp oe “4 1 valet ahaa 91407.500 

5: Indemuities and Expenses of 3 “slike falda gale meres es aires 
Law-suils ccsscsciccscccsesvcnsens 1.000 . igs ieee ta notes aca akce beiex ae 

6. Salaries and Allowances to 3: Repairs leis ola co alas tia “nae 687.000 
Foreign Employés .........066 7,200.000} 4 Allowance for Casua ities +. 1.000 

7. Travelling Expenses ......... 1,268.000 5: Indemnities and apn i ‘al aST.G0 

8, Miscellaneous Allowances 6. Salaries and Allowances o 6 
nnd Expenses,....ccccsessccers 9,004.990 roreign Employés Mg teh ards ps 

Q. Telegrams ...cocccccsocsoccsescece 5.195.285] 2° + faa al ie iggoe +t ara i: i ad 

10. Reception Expenses.........0+ 2,500.000 8. gor eee i ade 6.401.500 

———. — IE ane eee SSR ESE ADS WES eee ’ . 
[1.—Legations and Consulates... Giehaeaad | Sr SHPCeIAR, Sep nie sede itech 
. Salaries and All SES ccvess 61,036.531 ; —— SE TTS: 

“ohne apie toes eceveee Taeoat Se ere ih Ratatat 925,136.65! 

3 Repairs crccccccsccscccrecccecceces 10,572-657 “4 Salacies and Allowances...... 54:949.000 

4. Law Court and Prisoners’? 2. Office Expenses .iscscseeeeeees 19,471,676 
EEE OED. 2,352.825| 3 OQRUS. iu) cic ccssevedsvens te eeees 10,657 .300 

5: Expenses of Settlements in 4. Allowances for Casualties .., 3-000 
HGKAW catinantiionncan 35,080.514| S$: Convicts’ Expenses .......+.. 537,471.842 

6. Expenses for Control of Japan- 6. Convicts’ Expenses in Fu or 
ese subjects in China ieawenees 9,480.000 Ken Pri TSOUS segesssee seareecetore 11,077.000 

7. Indemnities and Law-suits... 1.000] 7: Indemnities and Law-suits,,, 4.000 

8. Allowances and Salaries for 8. Travelling Ex pensesssereers svee 23,805.086 
Foreign Employés ...cccceeee, 18,808.560| 9 Miscellaneous Allowances 

g. Rent of leased Houses and and Expenses reesesasenossoenes 267,697-747 
LANGE ssasketoredercannsevenaers : 44,551.070 ‘ 

10. Travelling Expenses........... 47,382.471 IX.—Metropolitan Police Board.. 255,201.389 

11. Miscellaneous Allowances and I. ae and Allowances seer. 165,993-000 
Expenses rosesisavsescseccscccees 26,780.929| 2: CE EXPENSES secveceee mesvesees 15,138.815 

SS. Tele Graiie: cisccsssesescsesssssess 6,616.221 3+ Repairs sccccoccscccsccssecccceeres 3,097 .000 

13: Reception Expenses ite éteateans 17,504.000 4. Rewards see eesccerersoesoeseacenves 14.000 

14. Reliefs to Japanese in distress 67.267} 5: Expenses of Foreign Conces- 

15: CC mIVeOLOPIOS 505 hccdnc sncactensessens 204.247 Slons tn Tokyo Fu soevecececos 4,144.240 

16. Students abroad  ....scssereeees 3,332.000| 6. Allowances for Casualties ... 4.000 

17. Secret Service Fund...,........ 60,000,000} 7+ Indemnities and Law-suits ... 68.000 

18. Salaries and allowances to 8. Travelling Expenses............ 4,891.000 
Foreign Employés ........006 528.000} 9- Miscellaneous Allowances 

19. Rent of Land and Houses .., 13,415,441 Es euameig He hs teescecees 52,851.334 

——— ——— — | 10. Secret Service BPund......reores g,000.000 
Total cco ssessecepenias 1,010,947.262|X.—Police Expenses of Seven 
Teland’s OF [St ..ccevcesscccceses 3,204.120 
DerarTMENT OF Home AFFAIRS, 1. Allowances for Casualties ... 1,000 
PmeShrings: a6 n6: scsssissscssssccssces 27,113,000} 2. ee PR DOGO srcisanccancntsecs 51.000 
Si REPRE ccocsascaccncrstsienccvoncs 21.000 
I1.—Expenses of Shrines ........ wees «:179,670.500| 4 LA ae Expenses covecoese 1,146,730 
fs EEXPOHOOS 66. s0scessesicaressassesess 177,075.500| 5+ Miscellaneous owances 

2. Expenses of Fétes at State Bnd Expenses reorecsessescerses 1,944.390 

Dieines... sorerscssscsrescsvesses 1,695.090 — 
—_—— XI.—Hokkaido Administration 
IiL.—The Depaitment proper.,..... 289,259.038 SEROGD énsenssanssnncsndssacsaanee 1,018.022.245 

1. Salaties and Allowances ...... 129,914-000 1. Salaries and Allowances...... 172,825.000 

2. Office Expenses,....ccserescesees 22,049:836! 2. Se ERD AGI ccaeockstacenias by tage 

B. RREGRS sascsecutiiciansc(asdets ans 3,613.400| 3, ReEpates sicssscsescceeeerseresseers 11,874.159 

4. Allowances for Casualities ... 138.000| 4- Rewards .......cccoccccscsescnsees 498.000 

Ss. Indenmmnities and Law-suils ... 8.c00! 5. Expenses for constcucting Fo- 

re) ; . 

6. Tiavelliug Expenses...........- 20,085.850 reign Concession ......,e00+ 121,000 

7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 6. Allowances for Casualties ... g1.000 
Expenses ...,.. eee eeneeenereesces 359371-342 7: Expenses connected with Con- 

8. Expenses for examining SCHIPLION ssseceseeesseerers Seite 1,069.155 
Medical Practitioners and 8. Peusions and Reliefs .......+. 1,220.000 
Dispensers ...... sasevaagens ai 15,278.610| 9 Wrecked Ships’ Expenses ... 629.178 

Q. Opium Expenses .....csecsecee 12,300,000; 10. Expenses connected with dis- 

10. Preservation of Old Shrines posing of Arrears ........ teas 547.230 
and Temples sc.sivcssscvsssess 50,000.000| 11. Expenses connected with Trans- 

11. Salaries and allowances for portation and Maintenance 
Foreign Employés .......0008 500.000 of Criminal Defendants and 
Convicts ,, o eecceeoecescecs 17,049.000 
1V.—Sanitary Laboratory ..... eves 24,770.169| 12. Convicts’ Expenses seeenaeeenes 41,322.606 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 15.280.000| 13- Indemnities and Lawesuits.., 956.000 
2. Office Expenses......ccceseseeees 4,780.365' 14: Travelling Expenses........00 50,871,160 
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15. Miscellaneous Allowances and 5. Allowances for Casualties ... 2.000] 7. Travelling Expenses ......00. 4451.000 
EX PONSES. siecssisievsicaevessares 195,716.848| 6. Expenses of preparing Go- 5. Miscellaneous Allowances 
16. Management of Sailors ...... 174.408 vernmenut Bonds,........sc008 2,132.364 and Expenses .......scscee zie 63,129.000 
17. Hokkaido Undertakings Ex- ; 7. Indemnities and Law-suits .. 1,460.000} 9. Rewards for Iuformants 
PENGES: hiicccecessuiasseceverviceds 229,457.170| 8. Travelling Expeuses....... are 13,247.000 against Smuggling.......s0008 182.000 
18. Miscellaneous Prison Expenses 32,708.579] 9- Miscellaneous Allowances & 
19. Public Works.........cceceees Sores 103, 163.876 FEXPENses cocccscccceccssscsccsens 43,857-340] XIII.—Collection of Domestic 
20. Sanitary Expenses .......c00ee 10,295.430| 10. Expenses cf preparing ‘lax DOROS: assvcciarceriiaians seseeseee  1,730,836.005 
21. Educational Expenses......... 40,117,214 Collectors’ notices ....cceceees 8.976 820 . Salaries and Allowances seeeee 8 14,879.500 
22. Aids to Aborigines .........56 5,507.000 | 1].— National Debts ........ eee . 29,978,513.910 Office Expenses..........0c00 vee =: 123,033.982 
23: Indust: ial Expenses eeccccseveee 7,486.359 1. Principal, Interest, aud 3. Repairs evece Oeerccaccccvecsesoreee abs 006 
24. Subsidies .....cscsccscsesecevees 26,334.987 Charges on Loans .......0086 . 27,776,947.916| 4: Income ‘Tax Investigation 
25. Expenses of Hakodate hoa 2. Interest on Deposits...,....... . 1,201,566.000 Expenses sessesssssssacserseeees 38,374.000 
rantine and Infectious Dis- 3. Redemption of Subsidiary 5. Sum handed to Shi, one and 
eases Hospital eeccsesece @esecoes 600.000 Notes weebe eecbeovccieecaceceeese 1 ,000,000.000 Son Cececesorccsce eecotoee 178,178,811 
26. Secret Service Fund.........00 6.344.000 . es ————]_ 6, Expenses connected with 
——— | [11.—Pensions and Annuities ......  3,360.092.425 Arrears of Taxes, Payment, 
XIL—Fu and Ken v...scscesssseseee § 4:726,079.944] |: Annuities connected with and Violations of Indirect 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 2,301,132.000 Decorations ......serseesesseeees 1,065,548.000 National Tax Regulations 22,500.000 
2. Office Expenses.....c.ccsccceeees 189,517.781| 2: Civil Service Pensions aestasast 724,054:776] 7, Stamps and Licenses Ex- 
ce Rewards . is iquaekisecleth cua veawrwites 15,035:000 3: Military Service Pensions eee 1,386,512.820 PONSES weccccccccccsssseccescees 3 113,503,200 
4. Expenses of Control, Repairs, 4. School Teachers’ Pensions... 22,264.384] 8. Indemnities and Law-suits, ae 203.171 
and Construction of Foreign 5. Pensions for Okinawa Ken... 147:799:945| 9. Travelling Expenses ......... 244,348.540 
Concessions .....0cessesrereceees 142,769.729 6. Prescribed Pensions to Fo- 10, Miscellaneous Allowances 
5: Preservation of Yokohama reigners eevee PYYTTTITTTITT ET eececs 12,350.000 Expenses ... ae egal oat 195.544.3960 
Public Parks ..... See a 950.000} 7: Pensions to Foreiguers......... 1.562.500] yy. ee of dutiahle ‘goods at 
6. Expenses of Foreign Ceme- IN RWA sc icisisencsevesscascavnd 1381.40 
fuies at Nagasaki Veusantes sas 2,045.000 | 1V.—The Cabinet .. teeeeeeens 169,434.275 SS 
7. Repairs to Yokohama Ex- 1. Salaries and Allowances...... 92,575-000 | X1V.—-Civil Service Examination 
plosive Wareliouses .......... 311.005] 2: Office Expenses............. teeee 9.421.000 EXPOSES siccsicissecesssevveiene 2,750,104 
8. Allowances for Casualties a2 838.000 3. Repairs eevcecee Ccecccrecees ebeccee 2,297-700 I. Office Expenses rae toe Sibsbecece 564.764 
9. Conscription Expenses.,...sse 141,393:58! 4. Rewards Ovecvecces se eeeveecccsecces 18,266.000 2. Repais week bev eccoe ne saaiee 50.000 
10. Imperial Grant aud Relief 5: Allowances for Casualties...... 17-000} 3. Miscellaneous Allowances 
Hud srcscscccestescacesccccavenses 1§7,;207.000 6. Travelling Expenses............ 889.600 and Expenses ...scccscscesseees 2,135.340 
11. Wrecked Ships Expenses rae 1,350-999 7 Miscellaneous Allowances and 
12. Court Expenses for ere Expenses ...sesssressseesersesees 15,269.975 | XV.—Expenses connected with 
and Seven Islands of Izu .. 1,550.500 Be macteh Service en 30,000.000 Currency cescssoccscscevcccserecs 403,973.209 
13. Indemnities and Law-suils.. 12,282,000 : F —| 1. Expenses for Exchanging de- 
14. Salaries and Allowances to V.—The Privy Council..........0000 103,804.230 faced Notes and Coins ...... 39233-000 
Foreign Employés .......0000. 5.760.000] !- Salaries and Allowances ...... 95:234.000} 2, Nippon Ginko Allowance ...  400,000.000 
15. Joint Police Expenses Pre 964,636.000 2. Office Expenses veenes eeecccccene 2,720.000 3 Miscellaneous Expenses for 
16. Travelling Expenses ...... ses 404,169,600] 3+ Repairs sisrreccrcersserseees seeees 1,116.900 Notes and Coins..,......00 ive 740.209 
17. Miscellaneous Salacies and 4. Travelling Expenses......ceseee 592.800 
Expenses ..rscscscsscessesenes 195,796.983| 5: Miscellaneous Allowances and XVI.—Fund for Miscellaneous 
18, Expenses connected with Qua- Expenses oo... veeeeeeeees 4,140.530 Repayments and Deficits...  206,947.000 
rantine Offices and Intec- Se - Miscellaneous Repayments.., 200,396.000 
tious Diseases Hospitals ... 4,109.215 | Vi.—The House of Peers............ 242,383.010 . Deficits made good ........066 6,551-000 
19. Public Works... ..cccssseeee euhecs 26,635:551| '+ Allowances of Members ...... 183,073.510 penned 
20. Secret Service Fund......eee » 100,000,000] 2+ Salaries and Allowances,,.... 19,052.500 avi — Reserve Fund of prey 2,000,000.000 
3° Office Expenses PPYeTTeTETiTe Titty 15,132.000 . First Reserve,..cccsccsccccvcccccs I,000,000.000 
X111.—Local Expenses of Ogasa- 4» Repairs cieseccecsercesseeseneeeees 2,241,000 : Second Reserve.....cceses 1,000,000.000 
WALARJIMA sa svessececcvoneee ove 9.448.550] 5- Travelling Ex penses...ccscseees 150.000 
1. Allowances for Casualties ea 1.000} 6. Miscellaneous Allowances and Total ......secsccssscseeessee 392309,486.452 
2. Repairs... aasahes rene 585.000 Expenses ...... Fe aaa bs 22,734-000 DgraRTMBNT OF War. 
3. Police Expemses,......ccscocosoes 2,645-150 ‘ 
4. Prison Expenses ..s.ccsecseeese 262.400 | WII.—House of Representatives... — 320,008.240 I.—The Department proper........ 233-572-419 
5. Convicts’ Expenses .....ceees 130.000] !- Allowances of Members ...... 259,383-740| 1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 151,175.000 
6. Wrecked Ships’ Expenses .. 27.000] 2: Salaries and Allowances ...... 18,627.500| 2. Office Expenses errr 27,463.709 
7. Public Works ..c...cccesee ee 1,271,000] 3+ Office Expenses........... Susana’ 14,548.000] 3+ Repairs ..rsccccsorsersers seeenene 1,011.854 
8. Educational Expenses eaneikias 932.000 4. Repairs PTEETUTITE LITT eccecceen 2,241.000 4. Travelling Expenses, eee evee 18,050.220 
g. Industrial Expenses ......... i 3,295,000} 5: Travelling Expenses, eacccvecees 50.000 5. Miscellaneous Allowances 
10. Reserve Rice Fund... ..sccssss 300.000] 9. Miscellaneous Allowances and and Expenses .......coccsceees 15,983.536 
A ee Expenses ...cccscccsssenees a, 25,158.000] 6. Sie eel a Salaries......... aden 
a | ‘s . : 7. Clothing Expenses ..... assiaae 1,446.000 
a ea ee ene 164,381.363 VIIL.—The Board of Audit,........ 125,940.000 8. Horse Expenses ..cscccossccace 1,420.000 
1. Allowanees for Casualties ... 1.000| 1%. Salaries and Allowances ...,,, 110,729.000 7 
2. Repairs ccccccee Pvt reap Morante 1,375.700] 2+ Office Expenses..........04. nee 3.376.000 | I1.—Military Expenses .......s0s00088 15:094,201.043 
3. Police Expenses ....cccsseeeees 38,959.254| 3: Repairs ..srecscsserereeeees oeanee 775.000} 1. Salaries and Allowances ....., 5,068,088.552 
4. Prison Expenses ....... aiaaies 11,132,515] 4+ Travelling Expenses... 3.500.000} 2. Miscellaneous Allowances ...  625,933-230 
5. Convict’s Expenses ..... sueened 10,220.008} 5- Miscellaneous Allowancesand 3. Inspecting Officers stationed 
6. Wrecked Ships’ Expenses ... 1,000 Expenses ......... Kecdvensawesnes 7,560.000 ALCOA vissesesseervesccceeeeenens 57,105.082 
7. Public Works  .......066 weddenes 6,176.380 a . eo d- Provisions cseeccccccssssrreees 2,035,994115 
8. Sanitary and Hospital Expenses —14,392.050 IX.—Administration Court ......6 39:847-670| 5. Clothing seesessecesesenneeseess 1,844.094 
g. Education Expenses,.....ss.00 21,990.744] > Salaries, and Allowances...... 34,.988.000} 6, Arms and Ammunition ...... 1,251.610 
10. Industrial Expenses......eese. 3,766.000] 2+ Office Expenses .......cssessesees 1,566.000| 7. Horse Expenses .....ccccseeeee  1130,776.140 
11. District Offices and Office o RODAIUG: cekssiasscaeioneaensns sianan 445.000} 8. Review Expenses ..... ehaseannes 357,052.193 
EXpenses ...ccscsscssecsvencesens 20,540.406| 4- fravelling Expenses , ines 371.000] 9g. Medical Expenses ...ssccccooe  119,010.417 
12. Salaries to Native Officials. er 34,266.306| 5+ Miscellaneous Allowancesand 10. Office Expenses ....cccosseeses  2979796.802 
13. Relief Found .........seccccceseee .000 EXPenseS ..ssssscsossoesreeeers 2.477.670] 11. Barrack Necessities ..,......... 349,924.945 
14: Notification Expenses ......... 1,551.000 12. Repairs sssscccccessssesesereceees 194,123.870 
X.— Formosan Office.....ssesseeerers 39.685.510] 13- Allowances for casualties....., 2,912.271 
XV.—Tsushima Local Expenses... 8,132.221] 1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 8,700.000| 14. Retired Soldiers Relief Fund,. 70.000 
1. Allowances for Casualties .., 35.000} 2. Office Expenses ........0 secceeee 7,591.860| '5- Convicts’ Expenses... 27,802.027 
2. Office Expenses,......cccccsceses 615.066] 3. Repairs ......0. elisceasous 1,200.000| 16. Indemnities and Law. suits . 2,000.000 
3. Travelling Expenses,.......006: 842.465] 4. Travelling Expenses... Sisal 3.092.180} "7: ‘Travelling Expenses. soeeeevenee §76,705.978 
4. Miscellaneous Allowances & 5: Miscellaneous Allowances and 18. Miscellaneous Salaries and 
Expenses .......006 erictatventens 6,639.690 Expenses v.sccccccccecsssees rr 19,101.470 Expenses ......sccssesersesseseee 462,785.325 
ee | XI. —"* Official Gazette” Bureau... 188,630.200} 19- Military maps... seccessseeees 19,657.695 
XVI.—Oshima Local Police 7 1. Salaries and Allowances .. 12,062.000] 20. Imperial Processions ......... 1,215-000 
penses scenes Can ccesonccevecce 7;286.863 2. Office Expenses Occ veccoenenvecees 2,955-000 21. Secret Service Fund... .scccoees 64,000,000 
1. Allowances for Casualities wis T.OOO] 3. Repairs ...scococccccscccsccveceees 266.400} 22. Salaries and Allowances to 
2. Office Expenses...... iiveceicaees 394-333] 4. Travelling Expenses.........00. 136.800 Foreign Employ€s ......01.. —71344,000.000 
3. Travelling Expenses, ......00 929.150] 5. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
4. Miscellaneous Allowances 8 Expenses ....... sicarneceseniues 6,466.880 | I11.—Gendarmerie.,.......cesessreeees 492,196.294 
Expenses v.cssccccssereecccceenes §,962.380| 6. Printing Expenses .....cccseee 166,743.120| 1. Salaries and Allowances.,.... | 280,421.480 
Total .ccscccccssessssecsersesees  79818,165.573 2. Miscellaneous Allowances ... 36,105.600 
XI1L.—Customs Houses .isccccecece 212,401,000} 3. Clothing Expenses ..........8 38,694.163 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 1. Salaries and Allowances...... 18,077.000} 4. Arms and Ammunition .,..... 10,806.482 
T.—Department Proper....ssseseoes 248,239.658} 2. Office Expenses......ccsssssssere 17,944,000] 5. Horse ibaa idteriiees 26,649.847 
1. Salaries and Allowances .. 153,383-500] 3. Repairs ....cccccccscccscsesecs 18,068.000} 6. Office Expenses......... 22,686.516 
2. Office Expenses......cccescse oo 21,018.681| 4. Purchases of Goods dutiable 7. Repairs ...... Fewasanies 2,673.380 
ge Repairs ciscsceee vedsions 3,610.953 ad valorem ..... ehasercieies ane 210,000] 8. Allowances for Casualties ... 40.000 
4. International Customs Tariffs 5. Allowances for Casualties ... 8.000} 9. Convicts’ Expenses ........ 00s 1,540-440 
Union Publication Expenses §551.000° 6. Indemnities and Lawesuits... 332.000 10. Indemnities and Lawesuits,.. 6.000 
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11. Travelling Expenses........se 15,430.008 
12. -Miscellaneous eee and 

Expenses .... guanine 41,498.378 
13: Secret Service Funds. 15,644.000 

IV.—Colonial Troops ....... .eceees 486,643.771 
1. Salaries and Allowances .. iesane 114,654.450 
2. Miscellaneous Allowances .. 10,474.521 
3. Provisions ......, PTET TTT sawan' 205,406.809 
4 Clothing .....csecccssssceeeees ans 32,503-825 
5. Arms and Ammunition rer 15,163-839 
6. Horse Expenses....... renee 4,314.440 
7. Reviews and Exercises... svkaatend 12,903-529 
8. Medical Expenses...... caueuecza 6,722.172 
Q. Office Expenses.....csssccsscenee 6.927.492 
10. Barrack Necessities ........000 6,809.486 
tt. Repairs .....60 re 2,800.000 
12. Allowances for Casualties ‘a 50.000 
13. Convicts’ Expenses ...... vee 955-736 

14. Indemnities and Law-suits . eee 10,000 
15. Travelling Expenses....ccccsere 12,952.980 
16. Miscellaneous Salaries and 

Expenses ...ccccosscecceccscesees 9.982.840 
17. Emigration Expenses .. sapaeie 44,010.642 

V.—~Doenations to Yasukuni Shrine 7,550.000 

1. Donations to Yasukuni Shrine 71550.000 
Total ...ccssesecsssesccceeseee 16,314, 163.527 
DePaRTMENT OF PHE Navy. 

I,—The Department proper...... 0s 118,805.038 
1. Salaries and Allowanees ...... 88,890.600 
2. Office Expenses....ccsscccccseeee 12,446.598 
Bo Repairs. ssccassscrsesaccaccevsevese 720.000 

. 4. Allowances for Gasualties ... 10.000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits... 20.000 
‘6. Travelling Expenses............ 2,639.490 
7- Miscellaneous Salaries and 

Expenses .....cccccceseecceceeees 14,078.350 

T].—Naval Expensss.......cccccsceees 7:545,181.663 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 2,583.125.553 
2. Miscellaneous AXowances .,., 44,120.300 

" 3. Students abroad........cccccceess 31,430.149 
4. Salaries and Allowances to 

Foreign Employés vec.cseeeese 4,200.000 
5. Provisions ..... sanaeaags sdeuatores 763,083.015 
Gs CSU scpiscssecancevesesacnces 302,323.936 
7.- Arms. and Ammunition ‘and 

"POrpedon sis isicsescensssnctecos 1,732,822.549 
8. Building & Repairs of Ships. —674,038.040 
g. Reviews and Exercises......... 30,000.000 
10. Medical Expensesys.....sccesee, 20,533-304 
11. Office Expenses.......cccccsseees 153,004.332 
12. Admiralties and Naval 

SUMIONS: “js ccssvisasimesecaeesakes 72,031.659 
13. Necessities of Men-of-war ..  620,775.482 
BA. TROPA: ivevecvasesccevnrserineds cd 43,851.024 
15. Allowances for Casualties... 224.000 
16. Aids to Survivors ....... rere 96,342.186 
17. Prisoners’ Expenses........00:. 6,877.031 
18. Indemnities and Lawesuits .., 114.250 
19. Rents of Houses and Lands... 317.746 
20. Travelling Expenses ......... 138,760.270 
21. Miscellaneous Salaries and 

Expenses ......ccscscscsvecseces 131,923.835 

22. Hydtographical Expenses ,.. 58,427.333 

23. Secret Service Fund.,......0... 20,000,000 

24. Watch-tower Expenses ...... 13,195-609 

25. Salaries and Allowances to 

Foreign Employés ............ 3,000.000 
Total visscsresssessseesseeees  7,663,986.701 
DePARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

1.—The Department proper,,....... 99,387 .457 
1. Salaries and abeaaed rery 55,143,000 
2. Office Expenses... sien 13,740.052 
Be IRODAIS: scidvixaceiesedeascenteewes 1,300.000 
4. Allowances for Casualties aes 7.000 
5. Indemnities and Law-suits ... 55.000 
6. Salaries and Allowances to 

Foreign Employés .......0008 15,320,000 
7: Travelling Expenses.........0. 2,500.000 
8. Miscellaneous Allowances and 

Ex penses ..,..ccccccsesssoscecees 9,854.005 
g. Judges, Public Procurators, 

and Bartisters’ Examination 

Expenses ......00 sensaotsceavann 1,462.400 

TI.—Law Courts,......ccccsceeseeee sees 3,382,822.807 
1. Sataries and Allowances ...... 2,231,907-706 
2. Office Expenses,....ccccccccscres 344.423.201 
Ge TREPANCS: «sus cecsstvesesoavercess ies 55,115.781 
4- Allowances for Casualties .., 26.750 
5. Expenses connected with 

UD QIMEMS cicrcccrccescvesceees 133,029.6 
6. Data tbh Forms aud Ad- Seni: 

vertisement Expenses .,..... 1298.38 
7- Registration Offices Exnenses eens 

at District and Village 

Offices teen CoC eeeeeeeeteeecoecorace 3.414.000 
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8. Indemnities and Lawesuits... 846.099 
Q. Travelling Expenses......q.00 78,439-705 
10. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
Expenses ..c.ccccesscccssceveeees 496,981.447 
11. Secret Service Fund  ..,...00- 4.440.000 
Total scssscess ree ssesesese — 31482,210.264 
DgreaRTMBNT OF EDUCATION. 

I—The Department proper......... 145,953-907 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 61,769.166 
2. Office Expenses.........c0..c0008 6,730.948 
Bo RePaies .ccicesescsicsedieennne fae 2,900.000 
4. Allowances for Casualties ... 2.340 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits ... 7-000 
6. Travelling Expenses.....c.ces0 4.788.940 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 

Expenses .......00. ioe 52,601.190 
8. Compilation Expenses . Sie teeues 2,200-000 
9g. School Sanitation Investiga- 

tion Expenses ...... 3,000.000 
10. Annunities to Tokyo Gakushi- 

ce 1,500.000 
Ir. Students’ Expenses ....ccccceee 49,784.550 
12. International Surveying Ex- 

DONSES: cxecissacacvacevaciecs Sines 669.767 

I].—Earthquake Investigation 21,639.215 
1. Salaties and Allowances ., ... 762.000 
2. Office Expenses....cccceccceee oe 12,617.290 
Gc: RODAM cacbcerdiwevincanictvcceiss 691.707 
4. Allowances for Casualties ... 1.000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits.., 2.000 
6. Traveiling Expenses............ 2,785.000 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 

Expenses v.cscssscsscssseeeceacs 4,780.218 

I1I.—Central Observatory .......0 24,093.030 
1. Salaries and Allowances ,..... 8,891.000 
2. Office Expenses .........ccccceeee 6,488.140 
Be REDRINS. ~ ipisintanseiscaiteusevennes 292.400 
4. Allowances for Casualties 1.000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesunits... 2.000 
6. Travelling Expenses..csccscsees 766.990 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 

Expenses .......cccceceees davaees 3,600.000 
8. Telegram Charges  .......e.0ee 4,051.500 

1V.—Schools and Tokyo Library 976,719.940 
1. Imperial University .c.cccceces 487,478-358 
2. Higher Normal School,........ 51,583.682 
3. Higher Female Normal School 24,617.078 
4. Higher Commercial School... 25,677.686 
5. First Higher School ......00.... 73,023.023 
6. Second Higher Schoul ......... 39,661.222 | 
7. Thicd Higher School ...,,.... 63,737-972 
8. Fourth Higher School ,........ 41,434.598 
g. Fifth Higher School ............ 43,731.342 
10. Sapporo Agricultural School. 19,421.399 
Ir, Tokyo Technical School ...... 47,831-376 
12. Tokyo Fine Arts School ...... 34,275.830 
13: Osaka Technical School....., 14,626.667 

4. Tokyo Deaf and we School 974-217 
op Tokyo Library ,, sae eanees 8,045.490 
V.e-Salaries to f[.ocal Normal 
School Directors...... errr 39,542.000 
1, Salaries to Local Normal 
School Directots...........c008 39,542.000 
ViI.—Technical Education En- 
couragement Fund........... 150,000.000 
. Aids to Technical Education. 135,000,000 
z Technical ace tcnitiing 
EXPenses ...secsceccseveoessosece 15,000.000 
Total wissececceesessseserteeeee  153571948-092 

DR&PARTMENT OF AGRICULTURB AND CoMMERCR. 

I.—The Department proper ...... 237,175.000 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 151,703.000 
2. Office Expenses......cscccccsccsee 24,710,845 
Bo ROPMES. cis siviccckdeesebcegavsavas 2,176.000 
4. International Weights. and 

Measures Expenses ......... 2,024.910 
5. Allowances for Casualties ... 55-000 
6. lndemnities and Lawesuits... 120.000 
7. Travelling Expenses ......... 16,095.100 
8. Miscellaneous Allowances 

and Expenses ......ccccecseeees 18,198.745 
g. Standard of Weights and 

Measures ......cccsesceseescscers 6,781.800 
10. Experimental Tea: Mane 

facture Expenses ...... senies 2,000.000 
11, Geological Investigations and 

Map-making ......0 aesanesace 13,309.600 

II, —Dendrological Offices ......... 561,458.587 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 252,751-332 
2. Office Expenses..........cscceeee 48,130.513 
B. Repairs ...ccccscccocccccsesccecccs 2,845-000 
4. Allowances for Casualties cee 100.000 
§- Indemnuities and Lawesuits ,., 1,600.000 

















6. Travelling Expenses ....c.0 72,993-700 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances and | 
Expenses ..cccccoesenees seebewnas 8,699.460 
8. Expenses of planting and 
Management of Forests ... 174,338.582 
HI.—Mining Superintendence 
OMGES jecsicnicastennecceaeresias 71,580.300 
1. Salaries and Allowances: veetba 38,980.000 
2. Office Expenses.....ccsccesceseee 11,067.000 
B TREDAUES. <icivecidcccdcavsvedesecdiess 750.000 
4. Allowances fer Casualties .., 10.000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits... 100.000 
6, Travelling Expenses............ 13,825.000 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances 
aud Expenses .........08. seen 6,848.300 
1V.—Experimental Agricultural 
Farms .osccsceseseees eiseaebeduar 61,040.576 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 2B,400.000 
2. Office Expenses......... sxitenkes 1,339-340 
Bo REPAS: sicscscsessssccusaess tonnes 20.000 
4. Allowances for Casualties ... 10.000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits... 5.000 
6. Travelling lxpenses......scce 4,560.560 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances 
and Expenses ........cce0 rere 2,537-150 
8. Experimental Expenses ...... 23,928.526 
Vi—Marine Products Investiga- 
tion Office .....ecccsecceeees ove 31,820.000 
1. Salaries and ‘Allowanices.,,.... 7,360.000 
2. Office Expeuses........ ibeverees 735-700 
Be REDMES -sicosesucsensssadvaasaieses 100.000 
4. Allowances for Casualties “a 5.000 
5. Indemuities and Law-suits... 5.000 
6. Travelling Expenses............ 3.299.870 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances 
and Expenses .......ccsessecees 12,337-975 
8. Investigation Expenses ...... 7:979.455 
VI.—Sericulture School ..... eninass 14,871.600 
1. Salaries and Allowanees...... 4,640.000 
2. Office Expenses..........cccecees “891.250 
gs IREPAES - scetidccasecneddarvespasacs 300.008 
4. Allowances for Casualties ... 2.500 
5. Indemnities and Law-suits... 2.500 
6. ‘Travelling Expenses.,.......... 600.000 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances 
and Expenses .......ccsccseceee 530.450 
8. Lectures aud jeopennens 
EXPeuses o.sccsecscesscsecccecee 7:905.000 
VIL.— Silk Conditioning Houses .. 60,9073-444 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 8,200.000 
2. Office Expeuses.......ccscecseees 1,237-881 
Qs Rep aies -isisesiaviscccssssvedcssis: 500.000 
4. Allowances for Casualities .. 5.000 
5. Indemnities. and Law-suits.. 5.000 
6. Travelling Expeuses,........... 814.880 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
Expevses .....ccecccscssscesecess 7:812.450 
8. Conditioning Expenses saint 351398.233 
g. Salaries and Allowances to 
Foreign Employés......... see 700.000 
VIII.—Commercial Samples Mu- 
SCUM crccsesees seneones seeeus 19,944.850 
1. Salaries and Allowances . aaa 4,020.000 
2. Samples Expenses  ............ 10,000.000 
3- Office Expenses...,........ we 1,270,000 
4. Repairs COR OOo Ded oeeeereeseseoes ove 1,000.000 
5. Allowances for Casualties ... 5.000 
‘6. Travelling Expenses ......... 500.000 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances atud ; 
FEXPenses cissccsecseccescsscecees 3.149.850 


Toll cristecasiaccn 


1,058,864.357 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS. 





1.—The Department proper ...... 195,081.266 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... ¥20,122.278 
2. Office Expenses.....ccceceeceeees 17,2§5.940 
Bs ROPRUS oo icccesieskscvcdevsdvinaccs 3.437.830 
4. Allowances for Casualties ... 52.000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits... 51.695 
6. Salaries and Allowances to 

Foreign. Employés Coedocacece 5,668.000 
7: Travelling Expenses,,.......05 20,247,811 
8. ac peg Allowances and 

Expenses ....ccsecssecserscessees 28,275.712 

H.—=Communication ee «+ ~—-7,653,808.371 
1. Salaries and Allowances .. 1,053,702.499 
2. Office Expenses.....ccscsccscsces 142,261.423 
3- PREDSIES 6s ivcssascececsvianeasieas 30,594.612 

. International Post and Tele- 
gram Joint Expeuses......... 2,402.618 
_5. Allowances for Casualties. oe 695.571 
6. Communication Expenses .., 5,070,630.270 
7: Indemnities and Lawesuits.,. 64o. ‘992 
8. Miscellaneous Repayments... t,007.692.950 
9 Travelling Expetioesicscssoes sce 329,414. 
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10. Miscellaneous Allowances 
ad Expenses ...... .cccccceece 


I11.—Nawtical Signals Expenses.. 
» Salaries and Allowances... 
. Office Expenses 
@AROPOIEG scidassicccsecnsscncesseass 
. Allowances for Casualties ... 
» Nautical Signals Business 

Expenses: ...ccccccccsqessenees és 
- Indemnities and Lawe-snits... 
. Travelling Expenses........ yes 
- Miscellaneous Allowances 

and Expenses :........ccccsecees 


@eeteoceces eeae 
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[V.—Ships’ Crews’ Expenses 
1. Salaries and Allowances 
2. Office Expenses 
3- Repairs ..cccccccsesceceseees ashes 


Saeacteresesese 


4- Allowances for Casuatties .., 10.000 
5. Indemuities aud Lawesuits ... 3.000 | : 
6. Travelling Expenses...... i ives 4.667.790 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances 
and, Expenses ....ssccccscevase 4+335-70 
V.—Merchant:Marine School....., 54,891.600 
1. Salaries and Allowances .,.... 19,360,000 | , 
2. Office Expenses.........cccccsees 5.597.028 
Ba RED OIS « Srcicssccesscaddasiccsvece 531.280 
4. Allowances for Casualties ... 6,000 
5. Indemnities and Lawesuits ,.. 3.000 
6. Travelling Expeuses............ 869.420 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances. 
and Expenses ...ccccccccsssees ‘ 8,881.036 
8. Student Expenses ..,......cc00s: 19,843.782 
V1.—Tokyo Post and Telegraph 
School. COC CeR ere ee Seaecenen seenes 21,486.068 
1. Salaries and Allowances.,..... 8,490.000 
2. Office. Expesses.....scccscccecese 4.578.438 
3s Repairs ...ccccorcesepercccncereces 500.000 
4. Allowances for casualtie 5.000 
5. lndemnitias and Law-suits .., 3.000. 
6. Travelling Expemees,.........., 488.310 
7. Miscellaneous Allowances 
and Expenses.,....c.scseceeesss 4,261.420 
8. Students’ Expenses ..........08 31249.Q00 
Total isseccresrsersssserees 8,123,904.083 


seesesseeasee 89,209,676.239 


Grand Tetal ........ 













225,972.876 


152,536.173 
67.979.667 
2,420.160 
630.000 


498.885 


54.549-733 
5.000 
5,110.500 


21,351.228 
46,100.533 
33,272,111 


3427-727 | 
385.200] | 








EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURES. 
DgrarTM«nT oF Foreign AFFAIRS. 





L—Congtruction.....cccccccccccssceeecs 59,087.556 
1. Construction of Japanese. 
Consulate at Séul ............ 56,087.556 
2, Constructions ..cccccccccccseseeses 3,000.G00 
[1.—Compilation of Telegraphic 
Cyphers.,..... MGR bGR SoU NES SunveWabeder 2,000,000 
1. Compilation. of Telegraphic 
CY PUGS veciccsiczicnsienssccaocds’ 2,000.000 


Department or Home AFFAIRS. 








T.—Subsidies .......cccsscecescccees 241,116.300 
1. Navigation to Sakigima ...... 5,000,000 
2. Mombetsu Sugar Refinery ... 2,750.000 
3- Colliery.and Railway Company 201,166.300 
4. Navigation to Ogasawara. 

jima ..... Sadateseeses eaenseeeibes 6,200,000 
5. Navigation to Okinawa Is- 

POW Gw ssdnscnsasvenksxscknendeevs 6,000,000 
6. Navigation to Okinawa Is. 

lands ....... Nisadesstueusudercesees 3,000.000 
7. Infections Diseases. Iu- 

vestigation Laboratory 15,000.000 
8.. Navigation to Hokkaido 2,000.000 

11.—Subsidies to Shrines...... ..... 2,572.000 
Te Shrines ...cscce ccsssccceeesscees ; 2,572.000 

I11.—Public Works Subsidies... 335,079 000 
1. Tokyo Water-works  ........ ; 150,00.000 
2. Osaka Watet-works  ...,..... 50,000.000 
3+ Kobe Watet-works vicceceseces, 60,000.000 
4. Hakodate Watet-works ..,... 24,445,000 
5. Dredging Osaka Hatbour... 13,634.000 
6. Construction of Roads in 

Kumamoto-eKen ,..,..... rere 12,000.000 } 
7» Repairing Hakodate Harbour 25,000.000 
<p 

IV.—Public Works Expeuses.,..... 1,349,551.950 
i. Salaries and Allowances...... 50,266.000 
2. Office Expeuses......sccccceccese 9.760.992 
3. Allowauces for Casualties ,.. 199.000 

“4. Travelling Expenses.,,......... 36,208. 160 
S. Miscellaneous = Allowances 

2" and Expenses. .iceccesseccocees 32,788.410 
6. Building Expenses ............ 1,893.833 

Investigation Expenses ..,.., 33.189.527 


&; 


Tpnegawa Control Works ... 


176,349,000 
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9. Kitakamigawa Control Works 


75,000.000 
10. Mogamigawa Control! Works 


60,000.000 


11. Shinagawa Control Works... 80,000.000 
12. Kisogawa Control Works ... 204,743-022 
13. Oigawa Cputro!l Works ...... 70,000.000 
14. Abukumagawa Control Works 55,000.000 
15. Shinanogawa Mouth Control 





OCKS icicesncescses eeerccssecees 300,000.000 

16. Rujigawa additional Control 
OVkS ....e.eee sah saeeseebensees 50,000.000 

17. Tearyugawa additional Con- 
trol Works .....,...seccsescsee 60,000.000 
18. Agawogawa Control Works... 1.250.000 
19,. Yoshinogawa Control Woiks 3,825.000 
20,. Shogawa Control Works...... 2,000.000 

21. Yodogawa Control Works & 
Sand Embankment ......... 30,000.000 

22. Fujigawa Control Woiks ree 
PAISS ....ccccececceseees errr er 6,880.000 

23. Tenryugawa Control Works 
COPAIS v.cscccees pikeewecekeeevas 10,200.000 
Vi—Fis aud Keniiccccsssscsssccesecces 23,320.000 

' 1. Trayelliog Expenses to Districts 

visited by Calamities......... 2,200.000 


2. Expenses for buying Private 
Lands in Nagasaki Ken .. 21,120.000 


V1.—¥okobama Harbour Works 


Subsidies ...........cceccescceses 13,267.262 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 2,487.000 
2. Office Expenses........... séencas 658.900 
3- Allowances for Casualties ... 61.750 
4. ludemnities and Law-suits... 67.750 
5. Travelling Expenses ......... 30.600 
6. Miscellaneous Allowances and 

Expenses ....cccccoscscecsscesecs 6,996.260 
7- Building Expenses ............ 13,500 
8.. Construction Works Expenses . 2,951.502 





VII.—Government Offices and 
Houses of Diet Construction 
Expense .......ccccccsscecseccee 13,941.500 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 9.909.000 
2. Office Expenses ...... bavaitabe 547-100 
3- Allowances for Casualities .,. 40.000 


4. Indemnities and Law suits... 
5» Miscellaneous Allowances and 
Expenses .........sesseceescssess 3:443.400 
cate nt at TY 


VIII.—Construction and Repairs 
1. Tokyo Penitentiary Brick Wall 
Constrnction Expenses...... 
2. Re-construction of Yoshihama 


98,106.786 
8,365.780 





Bridge, Kanagawa Ken ,,. 40,839.61! 
3- New. Construction .....ccccseceee 45,932.545 
4. Repairs ...... AU seecunsaeeusereners 2,968.850 
ECS 
IX.—Hokkaido Public Works Ex- 
PENSES wisecessesesnens 289,959:106 


1. Expenses for Constructing 
Roads, Bridges, and Drain- 


age Embankments.,,.......... 218,142.343 
2. Barato-Jenibako Drainage Ex 

PONKES cscicsicocenneassescesiecces 37»839.392 
3- Sapporo-Barato Canal Drain- 

ing Expenses ......... beaiedaes 33,977-371 


X.— Hokkaido and Kuriles Emi- 
giants Protection Expenses 9,000.000 
XI.—Hokkaido Hoise Improve. 
ment Expenses cis.scsees were 
a Jes 

XII.—Kobe Wharf Extension Ex- 


penses SCC CCC CEH eoeeereseeeeseeECE . 


161,468.610 


XUL.—Blood-serum = Preparing 

Laboratory, founding Exe 
PEVBES vo ..cccscccveccccssccoeesee 24,473-000 
SCE oe ETE 


XIV.—Vaccination-serum Prepar- 

ing Laboratory, founding 
Expenses ........0cc000. verry 20,132,000 
en) CE 


XV.—Sorachifuto Asahipawa Rail- 
way Construction Expenses 





(Hokkaido) vo... .ccccecceseees 903, 200.449 
Total..... Ki chisdauseacese veedes 3:497,221.163 
DePaRTMENT OF FINANCE. 
I.—Ceutral Famine Relief Fund.. 160,900.000 
Il.—Subsidies ...,........ savas wesaa; 550,128.550 
1. Nippon Railway Company... 528,128.559 
2. Kyushu Railway Company... 22,000.000 
II1.—Government Bonds manu 
factusing. and issuing Ex- 
OGUNR i cisdacerca iocieanedsacces 153,056.282 
1. Railway Loan Bonds ..,,,, ine 6,575-538 
2. Redemption Loan Bonds ,,, 15,000.000 
3- War Loan Bonds ........0..e000 131,480.744 
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1V.—Codes Investigation Com- 
MILES: viccissncaccasccuce diaweiave 29,280.000 
1. Office Expenses ............05. 1,215,000: 
Be NRE DRINS ie Seis elocte duction: 90.000 
3. MisceHaneous Allowances & 
Expenses ........ West sahdiensnens 37.975.000 
SS SD 
V.—Consteuction Expenses......... 104,290.032 
VI.—Extraordinary War Ex. 
peuses, Auditing..........00.6. 14,856.350 
1. Salasies and Allowances...... 12,600,000 
2. Office Expenses ..........00.0. 836,000 
3. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
EXpPenses vicsecccseecsessecsssees 1,420.355 
Total: Soesccactsics sseseeee 1,012, 511.214, 
a 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR. 
I.—Construction of Forts........0.6. 2,113,568,603 
1. Construction of Forts at ‘l'o- 
kyo. Bay ..... scassenseusiees Sven 303,000.300 
2. Construction of Forts at Shi- 
MONOSEKL .accececsscrsevesees 100,000.000 
3- Construction of Forts at Ki- 
Pati Steait: cicccesssccssavecvses 100,000.000 
4. Construction of Forts at Kure 81,284.000 
§- Construction of Forts .at Na- 
tuto Strait: y..cccece wenasdneeiae 46,082.000 
6. Construction of Forts at Gei- 
V0 SLOW a ccaveticeisiscocsnasts 149,638.000 
7- Consteuction of Forts at Sa- 
seho ....ece seapeieesipiaciaes sia 45,833.000 
‘8. Arms and Ammunition ...... 1,287,731.608 
Se) 
Il.—Manufacture of repeating 
ROS: i scipasvcatacesaecdenssesss 326,087.316 
I1I.—Construction Expenses ,..... 410,027.727 
1. Construction of new Bar- 
tacks at Kietan Strait Forts. 10,556.000 
2. Construction of new Bar- 
tacks in Tokyo Bay Forts... 38,410.000 
3. Construction of new Colonial 
Troops Offices, Barracks, &c. 122,323.890 
4. New Constructions. sss  238,737-837 
[V.—Surveying Expenses ......... 183,910.209 
1. Salaries and Allowances.,.,... 22,569.000 
2. Miscellaneous Allowances ,,, 1,459.000 
3. Surveying Expenses.........00. 157,453°769 
4. Office Expenses.......ccccesseess 403. 
5: Miscellaneous Allowances and 
EXPeUS€S \scisiscecssscssetecceacs 2,024.750 
V.—Construction and initial equip- 
ment Expenses .....ccccsecees 12,955,844.174 
VI.—Manufacture of Arms and 
AMMUNILION coecescecccesoeees 1,500,000,000 
VIL—Extension of Arsenals ...... 1,654,734:776 
1, Additions to Tokyo Arsenal... 373,573-333 
2. Additions to Osaka Arsenal. 175,674.000 
3. Plant for Tokyo Atsenal......  456,399.500 
4. Plant for Osaka Arsenal,..... 649,817.946 
VILI.—Extraoidinary Arehitectural 
Board for War .....cccccseees 124,188.185 
1. Salaries and Allowances ...... 86,247.000 
2. Miscellaneous Allowances ... 2,469.000 
3. Horse Expenses,,,....ccssesceses 800.000 
4. Office Expenses,.......csccceeees 19,096.956 
5. Travelling Expenses............ 9,206.610 
6! Miscellaneous Salaries and 
EXPenses ...sscescossccessreves sé 6,368.619 
Total eovcce COR tcc rercrecreccoccce 19,268, 360.990 
DaPARTMENT OF THE Navy. 
I.—Construction of Men-of-war ... 6,450,940.362 
1. Ironeclads commenced in 1893 6,146,948.980 
2. Cruisers & Despatch-vessels 
commenced in 1893.1...  303,991.382 
I1.—Public Works Expenses ......  §18,071.893 
1. Buildings Expenses cat Kure 
Admiralty. ccscccceccocececes ses 248,071.893 
2. Building Expenses at Sasebo 
Admiralt Coe veneer ovceerecsere 170,000.000 
3- Building Expenses at Arsenal 100,000.000 
I11.—Construction and Repairs... 80,869.338 
I. New. Construction.,...ccsccscees 79,909 338 
Bc TROGRIOE isos sdavcenciisivesiaadine 960.000 
1V.—Construction or Repairs of 
Private Ships ......sscccossenes 64,700.000 
V.<-Shimose Gun-powder expeti- 
menting Expenses .......0000 10,438.73! 
AE LT I 
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Vi.—Construction of Dredgeress... 16,300,000] 6. Nautical Signal at Cape Kya 13,000.000 | Construction (Navy), 2gth fiscal year, yen 1,759." 
VIl.—Despatch of Mechanics 7. Nautical Signal at Cape jijo 15,000.000} 298.161; 3oth, 3,863,815.005; 31st, 2,878,758.- 
abroad PPYUTTPTIPTITT TET 12,045.000 8. Nautical Signal at Cape 25! > 32nd, 2,212,856,315 ; 33rd, 1,514,903.653 ; 
—_—_—- Altoyeya ..csoues ssc teaudesenses 8,000.000| 34th, La IGSIt ESS? 35th, 627.444.4453 total, 

secs i rvey ... 6,675. g. Purchase of Reserve Tele- 14,073,940.887. ; 
een or tue Naty x sae graphic Articles .....csccsseee 12,575-353 | Improvement of Surgical Operation Rooms and 

1. Construction of Vessels ...... 12,749,467.220| 10. Telegraphic Wires installa- Wards (Imperial University), 2gth fiscal year, 

2. Construction of Acims ......00 7:747,529-120 tion Expenses .occcoccescssseees 545,184.115 yen 30,000.000; 30th, 30,000,000 , 31st, 20,000.~ 

3. Building Expenses .....sccece 1,759,298.161} TT. Nautical Signals establish- 000; 32nd, 30,000.000; 34th, 57,253-000 5 35th, 

Sees Pessoa Expenses ..csccscseeeeee 43,898.163] 57,253,000; 36th, 57,253-000 : 37th, 57:253-000 ; 
: Renae 456,335: 12. New Construction ....ccccccceees 241,272.075| 38th, 57,253.000; total, 403,515.000. 
Ee 29,459,335:075 13. Repairs of Nautical Signals.. 8,150.000 Eovtanian of Chemical Laboratories (3¢d High 
DeraRTMENT OF JUSTICE. 14. Repaits. ciccscccsscescscnereeeneees 8,163.400] School), 29th fiscal year, yen 20,000.000; 3oth, 
1.—Construction Expenses ........+ 91,873.889 ee —— | 20,462.500; total, 40,462,500. 
DeparTMent oF EDUCATION. 111.—Extraordinary Foreign travel- Founding of the Kyoto Imperial University, 2gih 
1.—Construction Expenses ......... 108,587.000 ling Expenses ....csccccessssees 27,117.520} fiscal year, yen 20,000,000; 3oth, 90,000,000; 

1. Re-construction of Lecture 1. Expenses for International 31st, 90,000.000 ; total, 200,000,000. 

Rooms and Wards of Im- Union Telegraph Meeting 12,117.520| Establishment of an Tron Foundry, 2gth fiscal 
perial University Hospital.. 30,000,000] 2. Inspection of Railways of year, yen 579,762.020; 3oth, 1,741,621.380 ; 

2. Extension of Technology aud Europe and America.......0 15,000.000| 31st, 1,119,415.000; 320d, 584,995-000 ; total, 
Metallurgy Laboratories of —_—_— 4:095,793-400. 
3rd Higher School........0006 20,000,000} 1V.—Extension of Telephone New Cable tu Oki, 29th fiscal year, yen 138,829.- 

3. New Construction. ..ccccsereee 58,587.000 Business sccccccocsssssesesseeses 13677,964.930| 650; 30th, 21,495.679; total, 160,325,329. 

—_—_—— ee New Cable to Kunijiri and Etrup, 29th fiscal year, 
1I.—Equipment Expenses .......0. 26,561.625 | V.—-Improvement of existing Go- yen 142,730.998 ; 3oth, 79,067.966; total, 221,- 

1. Imperial University... cecceseee 75301.625 verument Railways vce 4,500,000.000 | 789.964. 

2. Machines at Mechanical La- Additional Cable between Tokyo and Hakodate, 
boratory of the 3rd Higher Total... sieuawnlavades 8,539,866.516] 2gth fiscal year, yen 133,332.152; Zoth, 21,431.- 
School .....000+ inceiaewesneoiae 3,760.000 446; total, 154,763.598. 

3. Machines of Tokyo Technical Grand Total ...ccccscceeeee 62,861,784.083 | New and additional Telegraph lines between 
School .....sscesee coccscceeesses 1§,300.000 Sapporo and Nemuro, 2gth fiscal year, yen 


Ageregate Total of Expenditunes...152,071,463.322 | _ 20,959-1325 goth, 15,390.754; total, 35,447.885. 

New Lighthouse at Cape Nyudo, 2gth fiscal year, 
yen 24,591.034; 30th, 31,346.070; 31st, 3,602.- 
346; total, §9,539-450- 

New Lighthouse at Kyoga-saki, 29th fiscal year, 
yen 13,000,000; 3oth, 30,607.133; 31St, 73,109.- 
478; total, 56,716.611. 

New Lighthouse at Cape Jido, 29th fiscal year, 
yen 15,000.000 ; 30th, 23,659.34; 31st, 73,223.- 
530; total, 51,683.170. 

New Lighthouse at Cape Atoyeya, 2gth fiscal year, 
yen 8,000.000; 30th, 27,999.880; 31st, 12,000.- 
120; total, 48,000,000, 

Inspection of European and American Railways, 
2gth fiscal year, yen 15,000,000; 3oth, 15,000. 
000; total 39,000.000. 

Extension of Telephone System, 29th fiscal year, 
ye 1,677,964.930; ott, 2,026,298.876; 31st, 


L1].—Foundation Expenses of the 
Kyoto Imperial University. 20,000.000 





























Tue New ContinuinG EXPeNDITURES WITH 
THEIR YBARLY INSTALLMENTS. 


Repair of Oi River, 29th fiscal year, ye 70,000.- 
000 ; 30th, 70,900.000 ; 31st, 70,000.000 5 32nd, 
70,000.000; 33°, 45,078.059; total, 325,078.059. 

Repair of Abukuma River, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
55,000,000; 3oth, 55,000.000; 3ist, 55,000,000; 
32nd, §5,000.000; 33'd; 55,000,000; 34th, 
45,995.349; total, 320,905.349- 

Repair of Mouth of Shinano River, 2gth fiscal 
year, yen 300,000.000; Zoth, 200,000.000 ; 3Ist, 
200,000,000; 32d, 200,000.000; 33rd, 36.454- 
277; total, 936,454.277- 

Additional Repairs of Fuji River, 29th fiscal year, 
yen 50,000,000; 30th, 34,854,000; total, 84,- 


1V.—Foundation Expenses of the 
Osaka Technical School ... 39,352-000 


V.—Compilation of Historical Ma- 
terials at Imperial University — 12,900.000 


V1I.—Extraordinary Outlays of the 
Imperial University ....... 6,825.380 





Total ...cccccscossscsecseesesees 214,225,005 





DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND COMMERCE, 
1.—Forests and Fields Investiga- 


tion Expenses PTT YT TT TET 39.151.500 8s, I 971 QI5-112 . 32nd 1 gI5 032.423; id if 

4.000. , ’ ) ot, ’ > 33°, 2,019, 
a iar etl reps a sve ae Additional Repairs of Tsuru River, 2gth fiscal] 043.9085 34th, 1,677,269.429; 35th, 1,514,581.- 
3. AiiecollaicoisAltawences aud ee year, yer 6v,000.000; 30th, 58,681.000; Lotal, 893 ; total, 12,802,106.731. 


Improvement of existing Government Railways, 
2gth fiscal year, yew 4,500,000.000 5 Zoth, 4,500,- 
000.000 3 315t, 4,590,000.000; 32nd, 4,500,000,- 
0003 33'd, 4,500,090.000; 34th, 5,053,000-000 ; 
total, 26,553,000.000, 

The Grand Totals are, 29th fiscal year, yen 48,- 
221,582.685 ; 30th, 54,979,780.488 ; 31st, 20,616,- 
236.440; 32nd, 20,616,236.440; 33rd, 12,396,- 
658.894; 34th, 10,444,808.182; 35th, 2,641 ,876.- 
796; 36th, 79,300.536; 37th, 67,176.499; 38th, 
57:253-000, total, 186,068,793.656. 


118,681.000. 

Aid to Emigrants in the Kuriles, 29th fiscal year, 
y@n 9,000,000 ; Zoth, 9,500.000 5 31st, 9,500.000; 
total, 28,000.000. 

Construction of Sorachifuto-Asahigawa Railway, 
2oth fiscal year, yen 903,200-449; 3Zoth, 275,- 
130.551; total, 1,178,331.000. 

Construction of Forts at Naruto Strait, 29th fiscal 
year, yen 46,082.000; 3oth, 95,163.000; 31st, 
107,843.000; 32nd, 145,884.000; 33d, 145,° 
884.000 ; 34th, 146,125.280; total, 686,981.210. 

Construction of Forts at Kure, 2gth fiscal year, 
yen 81,284.000; 3oth, 91,598.000; 3ist, 186,- 
812.000; 32nd, 292,554.000 ; 33'd, 292,554.000 ; 
34th, 292,660.492 ; total, 1,237,471.492- 

Construction of Forts at Gei-Yo Stran, 2gth fiscal 
yen 149,608.000 ; 30th, 276,644.000 ; 31st, 313,- 
253.0003 320d, 423,169.000 ; 33'd, 423,169.000 ; 


EXPenses soossccecsecrsececcesees 7,156.900 
I1._—Horse Investigation Expenses 12,589.230 
1. Office Expenses........... mere 622.100 
2. Travelling Expenses........+00 3,792.380 
3. Miscellaneous Allowances and 
Expenses vcsccccsscesessoveeenee «8.174.750 


Iil—Fu and Ken Joint Exhibi- 
tion Expenses ..... pidaassaninns 6,993-740 











1V.—Foreign Commerce Extension 


Expenses wissccccseeees aise 60,000.000 The (ollowing extracts fromthe Army ane: Navy 


estimates, will show the scope of their respective 

expansions :— 

Manufactures of Arms, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
1,500,000.000; 30th, 935,000.000 ; 31st, 935,000.- 





V.—Iron Foundry Foundation 
Expenses ......00 seoteseseseseee  579,762-020 





laries at Sea oss 000; 320d, 909,427.248 ; total, 4,279,427.248. 

z Pekar eee ieepees 34th, 423,160.125 ; total, 2,009,033.125. aatitecnte ot Rasaiitien pea i Aial Ge 
" Allowances for Caswalties .. 109-000 | Construction of Forts at Sasebo, agth fiscal years |” yen 1,394,000.000; 3ts!, 1.394.000.0005 gand, 

a Travelling Bepeusesaiasia 1 500-000 | yen 45,833-0003 3uth, 87,439.05 3tst, 147."| 1,419,339-359 5 toll, 4:2071339.359- —— 
ai RMiicillascau. Aliceaicen and 31,003-020} 844 .cv0 ; 32nd, 199,761.000 ; 33rd, 199,761-0005| Torals, 2gth fiscal year yen 1,500 000.000 ; 3oth 
5: enc cks as ; 34th, 199,881.355; total, 880,319.355. 2 329 000.000 ; 31s! 2,329 060 bdd * 32nd a 
6 Buildin and. Kashi Works 5:250.000 | Acms and Ammunition, 2gth fiscal year, yen 699,° 766.607 . caial. 8 486 766.607. ; astanet 
Esse sicaas uct evades sexes 421,500.000 728.000 ; 30th, 1,712,000.000 5; 3Ist, 1,712,000.- , acca eraaes 


vov 3 320d, 1,712,000.000 ; 33:d, 1,712,000.000 ; 

34th, 1,710,360.623; total, 9,258,088.643. 
Construction and Initiatory Equipment (Army), 

26th fiscal year, yer 12,955,844.174; 30th, 2,734,- 


7. Plant and Worke-shop Expenses — 25,000.000 
8. Salaries aud Allowances to 
Foreign Employes ......ceeee 25,000.000 


CONSTRUCTION AND INITIATORY EQuIPMENT 
EXPENSES. 


Additional and new bairacks of respective Military 














tween Sapporo and Nemuro 20,057.131 
. Nautical Signal at Cape 


Nyudo Perec eee ree eee renner ecooes 24:591.034 


738,032-511 ; 30th, 1,028,459.566; 31st, 1,144,- 
819.688 ; 32nd, 101,969.525; total, 3,013,281.290. 
Horse Expenses, 29th fiscal year, yen 226,411.400 ; 


yew 7:747,529-120; 3Zoth, 13,890,279.100; 3Ist, 
8,920,350.600 ; 32nd, 3,638,155-980; 33rd, 549,- 
842.000; 34th, 5,000,000; total, 33,751,062.800, 


Eteach Bee its 429 6033; 3151, 1,411,382.809 ; 32nd, 240,414.340 ; Divisions, removals and alterations, 2gth fiscal 

Suncom. ane ee total, 17,842,070.920. year, yen 7,975,585-000 ; total, 7,975,585-000. 

+ Laboraiasies at Expecimental ’ Manufacture of Arms (Army), 29th fiscal year,| New and additional, and alterations of, barracks 

ge rita gis yen 1,500,900.000; 30th, 2,329,000.000; 31st, and respective Forts, 29th fiscal year, yen 263,- 
See iacsl Scheel oo. apntes 3.369.000} 2 329,000.000 ; 321d, 2,328, 760.607 ; total, 6,486,-} 516.000; total, 263,516.000. 

3. Sericults COOL cesceeseceee 7:925.000 7 607. ee of Buildings attached to Tsushima 

| Extension of Arsenals, 2gth fiscal year, yes 1,645,- usular ‘Troops Barracks, 29th fiscal year, yen 

Total eoeceeresenes eevccconcce 7 20,304.075 734.776; Zoth, 1,294,372-765; total, T Cicr orton oes total, 1,100.000. 9 y 9 y 

ipa 4l. ew Barracks of the 7th Division, 2gth fiscal year 

DEPARTMENT oF COMMUNICATIONS. a accacualiie Surveys, 2gth fiscal year, yer 46,-| ye? 200,740.000 ; Aaa gocoo is: 31st, ae 

[Subsidies ...scscsssssessreesenes 890,000.000] 675.850; 30th, 37,744.276; 31st, 39,994.314;] 7583 total, 238,167.758. 

1. Nippon Yusen Kaisha......... 880,000.000] 32nd, 30,216.115, 33°, 29,206.615; 34th, 88,- Additional and new Offices, Schools, Removals, 
2. Training Seamen ,...cceecseeee 10,000.000| 872.614; 35th, 19,128.498; 36th, 22,047.536; and Alterations, 2gth fiscal year, yes 1,660,373.- 
37th, 9,923.4993 total, 273,809.317. 000 ; total, 2,660,373.000. 

I1.—Construction Expenses Siaceaes 1,444.784.065 | Construction ot Ships (Navy), 29th fiscal year, New Offices, and Official Dwellings of Gendar- 
1, Cables to Oki ssssssseceeseeeens 138,829.650| yen 12,749,467.220; 3ath, 20,189,948.670; 3ist,] merie at various Places, 29th fiscal year, yen 
2. Cables to Kunijiri aud Etrup 142,730.998} 10,359,110.570; 32"d, 2,937,431.660; 33rd, 523,364.000 ; total, §523,364.000. 

3. Additional Cables between * 216,509.320 ; 34th, 378,639.860; 35th, 423,468. New Stables and Sheds, 2gth fiscal year, yer 
Tokyo and Hakodate sess ‘ 133,332.152]| 860; total, 47.154,576.160. 310,178.000 ; total, 310,178.000. 

4. Additional Telegraph lines be- Manufacture of Arms (Navy), 29th fiscal year, Arms and Ammunition, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
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goth, 218,366.450; 31st, 186,459.0§6; 32nd, 
113,185.200 ; total, 744,419.100. 

Instruments, Machines, and Books, 29th fiscal 
year, yes 87,966.264; 30th, 64,974 061; 3rst, 
61,921.518 ; 320d, 25,259.615 ; total, 240,121.998. 

Camp Equipment expenses, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
106,841.257 ; total, 106 841.257. 

Clothing Expenses, 2gth fiscal year, yen 861,736.- 
742; 30th, 1,393,128.986; 31st, 10,257.795 ; total, 
2,265.123.523- 

Totals, 29th fiscal year, yer 12,955,844.174; 3oth, 
2,734.429.603 ; 31st, 1,411,382.809 ; 32nd, 240,- 
414.340; total, 17,342,070.926. 


Expansion Expgsnsts or THE Navy. 

SHIP-BUILDING EXPENSES :—2gth fiscal year, yen 
12,749,467-220; 30th, 20,189,948.670; 31st, 
10,359,110:570; 32nd, 2,037,431.660; 331d, 
816,509:320; 34th, 578,639.860; 35th, 423,- 
468.860 ; total, 47,154,576.160. 

Warships, 29th fiscal year, yer 6,191,320.000 ; 
30th, 13,571,173-850; 31st, 6,897,936.050; 
32nd, 126,761,100; 33'd, 9,529.000; total, 
27»796,720.000. 

Torpedo-boats, 29th fiscal year, yen 5,493,378.- 
000 ; 30th, 5,736,934.000; 3Ist, 2,393,725.- 
000 ; 320d, 104,028,000; total, 13,728.065 - 
000. 

Miscellaneous Ships, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
293,580.000; 30th, 397,810.000; 31s!, 677, 
256.000 ; 32nd, 425,994-000 ; 33rd, 375.498, 
woo 3 34th, 206,358.00 ; total, 2,377,496.000. 

Maizuru) Admiralty Plant, grist year, yen 
88,960.000; 32nd, 83,112,000; 33rd, 
237,059:000 ; 34th, 368,004.000; 35th, 408,- 
551.000; total, 1,185,686 ooo. 

Existing Admiralties Plant, 29th fiscal year, 
yen 662,361.000; 30th, 367,193.000; 31st, 


166,736.000; 32nd, 180,282,000; 23rd, 
123,155-000; 34th, 10,640.000; total, 
1,510,307 .000. 


Superintendence and Woirk-shop, 2gth fiscal 
year, yer 108,828,220; 3oth, 116,837.820; 
ZISt, 134,497-520; 32nd 117,254.560; 33rd, 
70,268.320; 34th, 4,277,860; 35th, 4,277. 
860 ; 35t!, 4,277-860; total, §56,242.160. 

ARMS-MAKING EXpPENssBS :—29(h fiscal year, yen 
7:747,529-120; 3eth, 12,890,279.100 5 3tst, 
8,920,356.600; 32nd, 3,638,155.980; 33rd, 
549.842.0003; 34th, 5,000.0003 total, 33.751,- 
162.800. p 

Warship’s Arms, 29th fiscal year, yen 3,348,- 
948.000; 30th, 7,308,443.000; 31st, 5,145,< 
645.560 ; 320d, 1,211,944.000; 33rd, 2,000.- 
000 ; total, 17,016,980 560. 

To:pedo-boat Arms, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
1,565,806.000; 3oth, 2,313,439.600; 31st, 
1,632,133-040; 32nd, 489,917,760; total, 
6,001,296.400. 

Arms for Torpedo Companies, 2gth fiscal year, 
yen 2,299,944.000; 3oth, 2,597,680.000 ; 
31st, 1,608,537.000; 32nd, 1,786,111.000; 
33'd, 547,842.000; 34th, 5,000.000; total, 
8,845,114.000. 

Arms for Coast-guards and Watch-towers, 29th 
fiscal year, yen 169,528.000; 30th, 163,888.- 
000; 31st, 81,913.co0; 32nd, 2,100,000; 
total, 417»429.000. 

Maizuru Admiralty Arsenal Plant, 29th fiscal 
year, yen 80,000,000; 3oth, 80,000,000; 
31st, 85,000.000; total, 245.000.000. 

Existing Admiralties and Arsenals’ Plant, 29th 
fiscal year, yen 73,496.000; 30th, 73,496-000 ; 
31st, 73,498.000 ; total, 220,490.000. 

Purchase of Reserve Guns, 29th fiscal year, yen 
149,540.000; 30th, 299,080.000 ; 31st, 239,- 
283.000; 32nd, 89,730.000; total, 477,633.- 
000. 

Superintendence of Work-shops, 2gth fiscal year, 
yen 60,267,120; 30th, 54,252-500; 31st, 
54.347-000; 32nd, 58,353,220; total, 227,- 
219.840. 

Construction Expenses :—2gth fiscal year, yen 
1,759,298-161; 30th, 3,863,815.005; 3Ist, 
2,878,758.251; 32nd, 2,212,856.315; 33d, 
1,514,903-655 ; 34th, 1,216,871.055; 35th, 
627,444.445 ; total, 14,073,946.887. 

Maizuru Admiralty, 29th fiscal year, yen 
398,240.000; 30th, 341,000.000; 31st, 500,- 
383.685; 32nd, 450,047-530; 33rd, 547, 
093-625; 34th, 773,830.135 5 35th, 284,275.- 
315; total, 3,294.870.290. 

Additions to existing Adiniralties, 29th fiscal 
year, yer 862,667.601 ; 30th, 2,131,892.175; 
31st, 1,944,138.486 ; 32nd, 1,117,071.115; 
33°d, 637,284 930; 34th, 337,486.250; 25th, 
229,219.430 ; total, 7,259,759-987. 


Torpedo Companies, 2gth fiscal year, yen 
453:556.360; 3Zoth, 1,345.457-430; 31st, 
376.912.000; 32nd, 577,480.430; 33rd, 


268, 390-430; 34th, 53,920.000 ; 35th, 7,200.6 
000; total, 3,082,916,650. 
Watch-towers, 2gth fiscal year, yen 11,880.000 


30th, 15,100.000; 31st, 24,800,000; 32nd, 
35,200.000 ; 331d, 31,100,000 ; 34th, 20,600.- 
000; 35th, 88,500.000 ; total, 227,180.000. 
Workeshops, 2gih fiscal year, yen 32,954.200; 
30th, 30,365.400 ; 31st, 32,52.0803 32nd, 
330957-240.670 5 33¢d, 31, 34.670; 34th, 31,- 
034.670; 35th, 18,249.700; total, 209,219.960. 
TOTALS. 

2gth fiscal year....cccccccerreeee YOM 22,256,294.501. 
3eth fiscal year... seveeeeeees YE 30:944,042.775. 
ZIst fiscal year..cccccececesesensens yen 22,158,225.421. 
320d fiscal year......cccscsseseveees yen 7,888,443-955. 
33rd fiscal year.....ceeeee veceeeeyer? 2,881,254 975. 
2gth fiscal yeag...cccccccccsseeeee YON 1,800,510.915. 
35th fiscal year... .ccccsecseeseeee YOM 1,050,913 305: 


Geatnd Total........s.ssceeseees YER 94,979,685.847. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

--- = 

[Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
apondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 
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VENEZUELA AND THE PRESIDENT. 


To THe Epitor oF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 

S1r,—Our idol has feet of clay, also a head of 
mud and cheek of brass, and his name is 
Dennis, and he panders to the Patrick(idi)otic 
Dammix. Just for a handful of ballots he left us; 
just for a third term to take by the throat. Ichabod ! 
Ichabod! ‘ Fallen! fallen! fallen ! fallen! Fallen 
from his high estate.” I refer to the late lamented 
Cleveland. For the vote of the foreign (or Irish) 
vote he makes au illogical blunderer of himself, 
and, with a stupidity equalled only by ‘1s wicked- 
ness, dares England to war. The Irish newspaper 
reporters and ‘ democratic,” i.¢., Celtic, Journals, 
bay the moon and make night hideous. The 
slavering idiot of Universal Suffrage has conceived 
to the fiend of Immigration a foul brood of im- 
morality, imbecility, and anarchy. [This final 
break is “‘dam "ed by everyone, especially the 
American Sighers. ] 

IL.—The ‘ Monroe Doctrine’ 
shoulder—-not International Law. 

Il—The Venezuelan question, of doubtful 
boundaries, is apart from the ** Monroe Doctrine.” 

I11.—Cleveland seems to hit England just when 
she is down, #.e. has everything else on her hands, 
which is a mean thing. 

1V.—There is nothing ‘American ” about it. 
It is a part of the whole policy of the inmigrating 
mob to crush out Americans while wreaking their 
own spite upon England. No wonder England 
should want to be tid of the Dammix. But are 
we to be such fools as to harbour these political 
and social Jesuits, driven out of all other places, 
and to fight their battles forthem, and that too 
against our own family ? 

V.—Political Buncombe and Jingoism, envy of 
the East, a sense of security for themselves, a 
desire for free silver, etc., make the windy west 
rhetorically flatulent. The howlers for wac are 
incapable of appreciating its horrors and would 
themselves be the first bounty-jumpers, 

VI.—I do not mention the fact that Eugland 
can whip us out of our boots, since that we could 
stand if it were for a question of principle. 


Your obedient servant, 


A PROPER AMERICAN. 
Boston, December 2oth, 1895. 


A QUESTION. 


To THe EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ JAPAN Malt.” 

Sir,—Your correspondent, * X.”’ undertakes to 
define the * Monroe Doctrine” by saying: ‘ The 
Monroe Doctrine, as understood by Americans 
generally, is that America is for Americans—and 
has been so understood by the nations of the civi- 
lized wotld ever since the promulgation of Presi- 
dent Monroe’s Message to Cougress in 1823.””Now 
if the Monroe Doctrine means, America for Ameri- 
cans—how are we to,understand President Cleve- 
land’s Message, where he admits, that if a South 
American country consents to the demands of a 
European Power the United States would have no 
tight to protest. Does this admission not, in part 
at least, destroy the vital element of this ' Doc- 
trine?’’ Suppose one of the Southern Republics 
should consent to become a Russian possession, 
what would then remain of the Monroe Doctrine? 
Before President Cleveland admitted that in such 
a case the United States could not protest, I 
thought I understaod the ™ Monroe Doctrine.” 
Since I have read the Message I am confused 
and “X.” gives us no light on this vital point— 


isa chip on the 


Google 


it appears as though le would tather ignore the 
President's admission. 
Yours truly, 


January 24th, 1896. 


{The same point has been noted by us and also by the London 
Times. It elicited from an American correspondent, ‘*G.D.,” 
an accusation that we were dealing with trivialities and 
ignoring essentials—Ep. 7.34.) 


Xx. V. Z. 





THE MONROE DOCTRINE. 


Yo THe Epitor OF THe “ JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,—During the Middle Ages a favourite 
topic of discussion with the Schoolmen was how 
many angels could stand on the point of a needle. 
Granting the existence of angels, I see no reason 
why the discussion should not have evolved a 
great deal of logical acumen. In this nineteenth 
century of ours, however, we deem this sort of 
argumentation anfruithul and therefore valueless. 
It is also outside the pale of practical politics to 
discuss purely hypothetical cases, and such, it 
seems to me, is X.Y.Z.’s difficulty in regaid to the 
Monroe Doctrine. Modern nations are supposed 
to claim all they are entitled to, if not more—and 
when we find a South American Republic volun- 
tarily coming to an agreement with a European 
Power, [ fancy the United States would have fair 
grounds for believing that justice has been done. 
Nor do I believe that any European Power has 
money enough to purchase a square mile of terii- 
tory (for purposes of jurdisdiction) from even one 
of the poorest of the “petty? South American 
Republics. Should, however, that unexpected, if 
not impossible, eventuality occur, perhaps the Go- 
vernment of the United States could discover 
milder methods of persuasion than ultimatums 
and gunboats, or even perhaps base its action 
upon some other principle than that embodied in 
the Monroe Doctrine. 

G. D. 


Tokyo, January 27th, 1896. 

["'G.D.” is in a terrible dilemma, and that his impale- 
ment on its horns should grow more hopeless the longer 
he struggles, is inevitable. As a practical nineteenth- 
century politician he inveighs against wasting words and 
complicating arguments by the introduction of hypothe- 
tical cases, and then he himself falls back on a highly 
emotional hypothesis of his own, namely, that he 
doesn’t believe England has money enough to purchase 
a square mile of territory (for purposes of jurisdiction) 
from even one of the poorest of the ‘‘petty’’ South 
American Republics. e like the fire of that fancy. 
It is capital rhetoric. But we can not share ‘‘G.D.’s”’ 
grand faith in South American Republics. They have 
never presented themselves to us in the light cf ideaj 
States. Hence we hesitate also in the presence of 
**G.Dvs”’ dictum that the mere fact of a South Ameri- 
can Republic’s voluntarily coming to an agreement with 
a European Power may be accepted as a guarantee that 
justice has been done. Granting, however, that it 
might be so accepted, are we then to interpret the 
Monroe Doctrine simply as imposing on the United 
States the obligation of seeing that justice is done 
throughout the length and breath of the Ametican con- 
tinent?) What about the sacred duty of maintainin 
intact the institutions and special polity of the United 
States, and of offering even armed resistance to the ex- 

ansion of any European Power’s territories in the New 


To THE EDITOR OF THE ‘' JAPAN Malv.”’ 

S1r,—The question asked by “X.Y.Z.” and 
the same point noted by the Masi and the London 
Times, is worthy of notice and a reply thereto. 
“X.Y.Z.” asks: ‘How are we to understand 
President Cleveland’s message, when he admits, 
that if a South American country consents tu the 
demands of an European Power the United States 
would have no right to protest,” referring evi- 
dently to the words used by President Cleveland, 
“any adjustment of boundary which that country 
may deem to her advantage and may enter into 
of her own free will can not of course be objected 
to by the United States.” What there is in that 
declaration—it is more than an admission—to 
militate against the full application of the 
“Monroe Doctrine”’ XX.’ cannot discover. 
The‘ Monroe Doctrine ” does not interpret itself 
as claiming any right on the part of the United 
States to dictate to any of the American Re- 
publics what they shall or shall wot do. 
The United States has nat intimated to Veue- 
zuela that she shall not agree to the demand 
of England reparding her boundary—not at all 
—although Venezuela has seen fit to make some 
concessions to citizens of the United States within 
the area of the disputed territory. ‘ X.” holds 
that the pith of the “ Monroe Doctrine” is that 
the United States will not allow the oppression 
of any American States by European Powers. It 
was only when Venezuela declared her opposition 
to the demands of England, claiming that she was 
threatened with spoliation, that the United States 
saw fit to call attention to the declarations made 
by President Monroe in eighteen hundred and 
twenty-three, and yet maintained by the United 
States as one of its cardinal policies. It is now 
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seventy-three years since President Monroe enun- 
ciated the policy to be followed by the United 
States in matters relating to the South American 
Republics. During that period revolutions and 
wars have not been infrequent in South America. 
The Republics of North America have often been 
embroiled by revolutions, aud international feuds. 
But in wone of them has the United States 
interfered furthec than to take measures for the 
safety of the lives and property of its citizens. No 
European Power has, prior to the trouble now 
pending between England and Venezuela, seen 
fit to altempt any aggression, either in North or 
South America, except on the occasion of Empero: 
Napoleon III. attempting to place Maximilian 
upon an Imperial throne in Mexico. We all know 
that Mexico was able to take care of herself ; and 
know the fiasco terminating that attempt. Can 
any one suppose that in 1823 President Momoe 
could have intelligently thonght it possible that 
any of the South American Republics would de- 
liberately seek to place themselves under the domi. 
nation of any European Power, these Republics 
that had staked their all to free thetnselves from 
monarchical institutions and European oppres- 
sion? Is it possible or probable that there is any 
of the American Republics, North and South. 
that would now contemplate annexation to any 
European Power? To suppose that any of the 
American Republics would seek to, or cone 
sent to, become “ Russian possessions” is not 
open to consideration, owing to the extensive 
remoteness of the possibility, Suppose the world 
to be turned upside down. Suppose the moon to 
be a green cheese, what then? It is quite out of 
the range of conjecture to suppose either of these 
propositions. If Venezuela had consented to the 
demands of England, it would have been herright 
todo so, and no ‘* Monroe Doctrine” would have 
beey invoked by President Cleveland. What the 
people of the United States might declare to do, 
in the remote contingency of any Sonth American 
Republic negotiating’ to place itself under an 
European system of government, to be dominated 
by any European Power, is. not what President 
Cleveland assumed in his message. , “ X.Y.Z.” 
writes: “IT thought I understood the ‘ Mouroe 
Doctrine ;” since I have read the message I am 
confused, and X. gives us no light on this vital 
point; it appears he would rather ignore the 
President’s admission.” “X.” wrote thus: ‘* How- 
ever much the critics may object to the word- 


ing of President Cleveland’s Message, the 
bearing such criticism, may have upon the 
‘Monroe Doctrine’ is of little value.” No de. 


clacation of Presideut Cleveland can vitiate 
the soundness of the ** Monroe Doctrine.” And 
he has admitted nothing, or declared nothing, that 
is in the least illogical or confusing when read in 
connection with the incidents which prompted. the 
Message. ‘There is nothing obscure in the de- 
claration that it is the policy of the United States 
not to obstruct the course of justice in the settle. 
ment of any differences that may occur between 
any European Power and any of the South Ame- 
tican Republics, but to defend them against 
European oppression or absorption. How did 
“X.YV.Z." understand the “Monroe Doctrine” 
before he became confused over the declaration 
of President Cleveland thatit was not the purpose 
or policy of the United States to force the South 
American Republics to submit to its dictation in 
theic dealings with European Powers P 

Vours truly, X. 

Yokohama, January 28th, 1895- 


(If the Government of the United States is concerned only to 
rotect the various republics of the New World against 


uropean oppression or lahat § then, what is the mean- 


ing of President Cleveland’s talk about the security of the 
United States’ special institutions and systen: of Govern- 
ment ?—Ep. /.Af.) 


GRATITUDE. 


Yo THe EprTor oF THE “JAPAN MalL.”’ 

S1r,—A few months ago one of the most dread- 
fil accidents occurred on this coast, viz., ‘a large 
mail steamer went on shore on the coast of Japan 
near Yokohama,” fortunately with very little loss 
of life, Alter no end of talk and. gabble, the 
above steamer, due to pluck, endurance, and skil- 
ful management, was finally saved, and although 
practically given up for lost, eventually got to 
Yokohama, and from there proceeded to Hong- 
kong. The burden of all this was left with a man 
whose name is very well and favourably known 
throughout Japan. 

The public, I imagine, would like to know if any 
thanks or recompense has been awarded to this 
gentleman after all his labours, as up to the pre- 
sent things have been most decidedly kept dark. 
Iu case anyone does not know the name of the 
vessel, I might mention that it is the Be/gic. 


T enclose my card, 
Yours faithfully, “QUERY.” 


January 28th, 1896. 






‘Treasurer, J. T. Boag, H. V. Henson, H. Irwine, 
A. L. Moitu, H. V. Dickinson, J. Tornoe, T. 
Simpson, F, J. Lias, W. W. Campbell, E. 















to show Kobe the .way.—(Hear, hear.) 
would notice thatil was mentioned in the report that 
this year the Club attained to its 25th anniversary, 
and it was proposed that the occasion should be 
fittingly celebrated. 
the consideration of the incoming Committee. 
would now propose that the minutes of the last 
annual general meeting be taken as read. 



























ation of the teports and accounts. 
been before you for several days, aud I shall be 
happy to hear any suggestions or remarks that 
members may like to make. 








VFOKOHAMA AMATEUR ROWING 
CLUB. 
ee ee 
The annual general meeting of the members of 


the Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club was held 
on Tuesday afternoon in Kiel’s Building, Mr. J. 


Rickett, Captain, in the Chair. There were also 


present the Rev. E. C. Irwine, Messrs. F. J. Hall, 


Honorary Secretary, M. Schellenberg, Honorary 


Morphy, H. R. Mair, J. Cast, J. Eyton, L. 
Eyton, R. Sclimaedecke, H. C. LitclMeld, G. Hood, 
W. W. Sutter, C. K.M. Martin, M. Kingdon, 
E. O. Kenyon, F. E. Worth, H. M. Armould, H. 
Goddard, R. Boyes, G. Macondray, Jas. Dodds, 
M. A. Howe, L. Muraour, K. Kingdon, L. 
Bouffier, W. Boag, L. Salabelle, and others. 


The CHAIRMAN said that this was the 24th 


annual general meeting of the Yokohama Amateur 


Rowing Club, and had been couvened for the pur- 


pose of passing the report and accounts for the past 
year. 
its financial position, but in every other respect, 
except perhaps in regard tothe, Interport races at 


He congratulated the Club, not only upon 


Kobe. 


Of course they must have their ups and 


downs, like everyone else, but he hoped that the 


next time that they met Kobe they would be able 
They 


That would be a matter for 
He 


Mr. Kenyon seconded—Carried. 


The CHAIRMAN=—-We now come to the consider- 
They have 


Mr. Henson proposed, and Mr. Sutter 


seconded, that the accounts aud teport be pas- 
sed.—Cartied. 


REPORT. 
Accounts show a balance in favour of the Club of 


$1,663.99. Of this amount about $1,400 will be required 
to pay for the five new buats ordered from Hongkong. 


owing.—The interest in rowing has been well maintain- 


ed. In addition to the usual Spring and Autumn Regattas, 
crews visited Kobe in May, to take part in interport con- 
tests held to celebrate the 2sth anniversary of the 
K-R&A.C, 
represent us were unable to get away when the time came, 
so that the crews who rowed for us in the “ fours”’ and 
“¢ Pairs’ could not be said to really represent the Club’s 
rowing strength, and were badly beaten. The race for 
the ‘* Double Sculls’’ was, however, easily won by our 
representatives, Messts. Boyes and Sorhagen. 


Unfortunately, all those originally chosen to 


Swimming Races and Aquatic Sports were both held 


during the summer and called forth active competition. 


Presented prizes were also offered for long distance diving 


and a one mile swimming race, in which considerable 
interest was shown. 


Bathing Barge and Float have been thoroughly over- 


hauled and repaired at a cost of $564.10, the work being 
guaranteed for three years; two runners have been attached 


to facilitate hauling up and launching the Barge, and new 


spring-boards added ; che canvas on the roof will probably 


require renewal during the coming season, otherwise both 
Barge and Float are in most excellest condition. 

Sampan has been repaired and repainted, 

Boats.— [he Club Boats and oars sre all in a satisfac- 
tory condition. ‘Two of the four-oars. the Seagull and 
the Petrel, were entirely replanked in the spring. One, 
the Petrel, has been fitted with roller seats instead of the 
original slides, but the result was not of such a nature as 
to make it expedient to alter the others. 

Five new four oared-boats have been ordered from 
Hongkong and should be here in time for the spring 
races. {hese boats will be fitted with all tie latest im- 
provements and will be a valuable addition to the Club’s 
property ; they are to cost $250 f.0 b. in Hongkong. 

Property and House.—The inferior and exterior of the 
Boat House have been painted, and a boarded ceiling put 
in together with ventilators ‘in the roof; the floor of the 
boat house has been replaned. The east slip has been 
strengthened by the renewal of the posts. and some dredg- 
ing has been done in order to give a greater depth of water 
for the Landing tage. 


During the year two applications were made to the 
Committee by the Yokohama Sailing Club to rent from 
the Y.A.R.C. that portion of their property around the 
flagstaff—mentioning that they wished to erect there a 
shed for storing spars and sails and yachting gear gener- 
ally, The Committee, however, felt that they had noright 
to sub-let any portion of the Club’s property (and in this 
they were supported by several members who sent in a 
protest against any sub-letting of any portion of our pro- 
perty). After the second application the Committee 
applied to the Kencho for permission to erect a shed on 
that portion of the property so as to increase the storing 
accommodution at the disposal of the Club. So far, no 
reply has been received from the Kencho. In tenderin 
their resignations, with their best wishes for the continued 
welfare of the Club, the Committee would remind memhers 
that this year the Club will have reached the twenty-fifth 

ear of its existence, and would suggest that the occasion 
e fittingly celebrated. 
Mr, Rickett, who is shortly leaving Japan, does not offer 
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To 


To Interport Regatta Account :— 








To Entertaining Account :-— 


To Subscription 








himself for re-election as Captain, and Me. Hall is not a 
candidate for the post of Secretary. 

J. Rickert, Captaio. 

¥. J. Hay, Hon. See. 

M. SCHELLENBERG, Hon. Treas. 

P. S. Bent. 

Jno. T. Boac. 

RICHARD BoyEs. 

C. K.-M. MarTIN. 


Tuz YOKOHAMA AMATEUR RowiING CLUB IN Ac- 
CQUNT WITH THE HoNnoRARY TREASURER. 


Dec. 31, 2895. Dr. 
ages Account :— 


Wages for 1895... eee 8 4971-7¢ 
To Working Account t— 

Sampan hire, extra coolies, etc. 360.18 
To House Account ;— 

Insurance ($4,000) sae we $ 5767 

Ground Rent vee ase aoe cae ee TD 2 

Painting and Planking... ... verte 340078 

Gas, Water, Repairs, etc. . 462.79 

939-45 





To Bathing Barge and Landiog Stage Accoynt :— 
Insurance : 


($2,800) (asth Jan, 2893 —asth July, 

1895 ... $28.80... Ses see as 

($1,800) Dec., boc avth June, 57. 

896 ... $28.50... eee a0 

Hauling, &c. = ron _ ose ies 
Engine and Iron Works Repairs... ss 

To Boat Account :— 
Insurance ($3,300) ase sus 
Replanking, Painting, etc. ... 
Sundry Repairs ... < 


agth 
x 

93-80 

$64.20 


47-76 
383.50 
96.45 





694.30 





395-67 
378.05 


To Regatta and Aquatic Sports Account :— 
Bands, Wefreshments’ and Sundries 
To Prizes Account :— 
Spring and Autumn Regatta Swimmin 


Races”... eee eee ace eee eae 
To Printing and Stationery Account... .... ase 


Expenses in connection with visit of crew 
to Kobe (Shipping Boats, etc.) 


943-41 


Complimentary dinner to crews of Tokyo 
University - 


$§.5@ 
33.00 
5,663 99 


$5,781 69 


Account:— 
Refunded $ Active and 4 Hon. Member ... 
To Balance ... ies cba er 





‘an. 2, 2895. Cr. 
By Balance brought forward from 1896 
ec. gl. 
By Subscriptions Account :— 
271 Active Members, rst half-year .., ves $3,026.00 
274 Active Members, and half-year ... - 3 
1 Active Member paid difference between 
Hon,and Active... -_ the 
z Tokyo Active Member, rst half-year 
2 Tokyo Active Members, and half-year... 
107 Honorary Members, one year .., bee 
37 Honorary Members, half year 
8 Members’ Sons ose ove 
By Entrance Fees Accounts t= 
33 New Active Members eee 
By Prises Account :— 
Entrances to Races 


1.00 
g.co 
z0.co 


“ee 
42.00 


Sate 3,081.00 





By Boata Rent Account s— sola 
Rent received for Storage for Private Boats 65.00 
By Interest Account -— 
Interest paid by H. & S. Banking Corpora- 
tion on c/a Sie si Men dee 15.83 
se Account :— 
rofits for 1895 ... 36, 
By, Jerseys, etc., sold rr 
$5,781.69 


Compered with the vouchers and correct, 
D. McLaraa, 
M. Scuztimnsgra, Hon. Treas. 
Yokohama, January sand, 1896. 

The CHAIRMAN announced, just before the elec- 
tiou of officers took place, that, as he was shoitly 
leaving Japan, he was not standing agaiu for elec- 
tion on the Committee, Me. Hall, who had served 
them as secretary as no secretary bad ever served 
before, also did wot offer himself again for the post 
of secretary, but he was willing to serve on the 
Committee if they so desired, 

Messrs, Kenyon and HENSON were appointed 
scrutineers of the ballot, 

The CuarrMan—While the ballot for officers. is 
taking place | would like to make a suggestion for 
the incoming Committee to consider, I would sug- 
gest to them that an alteration be made in Rule 13, 
that deals with the management of the Club. The 
Club has attained to such dimensions that I think 
it wonld be better if you had, in addition to Cap- 
tain, Treasurer, and Committee of four, a Presi- 
dent as well. ‘The Captain, having to be dowu 
at the Boat-house every day, especially during 
the rowing season, should be a young man. 
He would do all the work falling to the Captain, 
while a President, an oldec man, would have 
the supreme command over everything aud 
yet sot be tied down to being always at the Boat- 
house. I put this forward asa suggestion only, 
for at this meeting nothing can be done.—(Ap- 
plause.) : 


Me. W. W. Campsece asked if any proposition 
had been made regarding the disposal of their 
old boats P . 

The CHAIRMan—We should: dispose of them 
as purchasers came along. We have already seen 
some people who are talking of getting-up a club 
for Japanese. The boats are all in pood order 
and would go very cheap. We. are. nat disposing 
of them because they are old, but simply because 
we wish to have boats of a slightly different style. 

The. election of officers wag then declared..as 
follows :—Captain, J. T. Boag; Secretary, H. R. 
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Messrs. Lowder and Retz retire from the Board, but} who have disappeared; in other words cartied 


Mait; Treasurer, M. Schellenberg, The an- 
nouncemenuts were each teceived with applanse. 

The Committee elected were:—R. Boyes, F. J. 
Hall, C. K.M. Martin. There was a tie between 
the Rev. E. C. Iwine and Mr. W. W. Campbell 
for fourth position, Both gentlemen retired in 
favour of the other, and so a new ballot was taken; 
the result of which was that Mr. W. W. Camp- 
bell was elected. 

The CHairmaw—This gentlemen, concludes the 
business before the meeting. But before ceticing 
from my position on your Committee, I should like 
to express to you how deeply sensible I have felt 
of the honour you have conferred upon me in 
electing me for so many years as your Captain. 
Gentlemen, I thank you for it.—(Loud applause.) 

Mc. LITCHFIBLD hereupon rose and proposed 
that the members present should pass, and have 
recorded upon their minutes, a hearty vote of 
thanks to theic retiting Captain, Mr. Rickett.— 
(Hear, hear.) Doubtless they were all aware 
that he had the intention of going to Eng- 
land this year, but unlike every other good 
intention, this good intention of Mr. Rickett’s 
would occasion the members of the Club a good 
deal of regret when it was carried out. ‘They ree 
gretted that their Captain was going on leave, bee 
canse the Club had never bad the position filled 
with such ability, such earnestness, and such atten- 
lion as that given and bestowed by their Captain 
during the past four yeats.—(Loud applause.) 
His absence, as well as that of his kind family, 
would be felt in other and wider circles, but it was 
as their Captain, the Captain of their Rowing Club, 
that they felt such great regret at parting with him, 
Mr. Rickett was one of the earliest members, one of 
the founders of the Rowing Club, which was now 
entering upon its 25th year, and it must be a source 
of great satisfaction to him to see the position in 
which he left it, with every prospect of increasing 
prosperity and success, A great deal of its success 
was due to their retiring Captain, arising out of the 
attention he had paid to its interests during those 
twenty-four years, and in asking the members to 
pass this special vote of thanks, to be recorded in 
theic minutes, he felt sure that all the members 
present were with him, and that they all personally 
wished to acknowledge in this fashion their sense 
of the ability, kindness, and attention that Mr. 
Rickett had always displayed.—(Applause.) 

Mr. Jas. Dopps—I s ise to second that proposi- 
tion with very great pleasure. [ am sure it will 
be carried with acclamation.--(Loud and long 
continued applause.) , 

Mr. Rickxstt, on rising, was received with a 
veritable storm of cheers and hand-clapping. 
He said=Mr. Litchfield and gentlemen: In 
thanking you all, and Mr. Litchfield, for the 
very kind expressions he has used towards 
me, I do not wish to make a speech. I can only 
heartily thank you for the vote of thanks you 
have tendered me.—(Loud applause.) 

The Rev. E. C. IRwing proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to the retiring Secretary. Everyone 
knew that the position of Secretary was the hard- 
est job to be found anywhere. Mr. Hall had carci- 
ed out his duties most efficiently and thoroughly 
and the thauks of the members were due to him. 
— (Applause. ) 

Mr, Lras seconded—=Carried. 

Mr. Hatt=—I thank you, gentlemen. 

This concluded the meeting. 








LANGFELDT & COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Se 

The half-yeaily meeting of shareholders in 
Messrs. Langfeldt & Company, Limited, was held 
in Keil’s Building on Thursday afternoon. There 
were present Mr. J. F. Lowder, in the Chair, 
Messrs. O. Keil, F. Retz, T. Meyerdircks, A. Lang- 
feldt, H. Grauert, and J. Feicke, Secretary. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that, as Mr. Keil 
was the managing director of the Company, it was 
not advisable that he should hold a second position 
also in the company—that of Chairman—so he 
(Mr. Lowder) had been elected to the Chair. 

The following repoit and accounts were then 
presented and passed :— 

REPORT. 

The Statement of Assets and Liabilities, and the 
Profit and Loss Account for the half-year ended the 
gist December, 1895, accompany the Report. 

The Net Profit for the half-year, including balance 
brought forward from the goth June, 1895, and after 
providing for General Expenses, Directors’ and Audi- 
tor’s fees, Depreciation and Losses, amounts to 
$31,094.75, which it is proposed to apply as follows :— 
In payment of a: Dividend of 15 per cent. 

for the halfeyear cissessscsssccsseessessesseees $15,000.00 
In payment of a Bonus to the employés of 

the COM DROS ss icseccciddvavecscresccastaseveress 
Balance to be carried to new account oss 


2,000.00 
14,094.75 


$31,094.76 





offer themselves for re-election, 
The Directers have much pleasure in recommending 
the reselection of Mr. Thos. S. Baker as Auditor. 
y neue WOER, } Directors. 
Yokohama, January 22nd, 1896. 


STATBMENT oF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES ON 
D&CcEMBER 31ST, 1895. 


ASSETS. 
Stock of Merchandise, Ship Chandlery, and Coal .., $288,396 
Plant, Fixtures, and Furniture ... ves ote eae 8,000.00 
Cash in hand... sie ce . §.624.04 
Fire Insurance Policies oe ase a 835.76 
Sundry Debtors... ose soe eae wae 34,733.82 
Hongkong & Shanghai Banking Corporation... 10,006.64 


$229,595.62 


LIABILITIES 
Capital, 100 Shares at x00 _—_t—*zj 
Sundry local Creditors 

Bills Payable to Bank 


+» $100,000.00 
879.47 

628.3 
$198,500.86 
3*,094-75 


$229,595.63 


Balance, Profit 


ProriT aND Loss Account, DscemBgr 3!ST, 


1895. 
Dr. 
To General expenses... ss woo 8 8,209.64 
To Rent Pry see eee 3,998.95 
To Fire Insurance ... ass ase tbe eee ote 922.27 
To Plant, Fixtures, etc., written off... oes vee 488.28 
To Directors’ Fees... ace is wea ose ave $§0.co 
To Auditor’s Fees... ote oes - 


250.00 
To Interest 3,843.78 


To Balance, Available for division » $33,004.75 
to be dealt with as follows :— 
Dividend at the rate of rg per 
cent. for the half year $15,000.00 
Bonus to Employés 2,000.00 
Rest carried forward to new 


account ... ss 3494-75 BS1,004.7$  §2.094-75 


$44,456.97 





Or. 
July s. By Balance forward from June 3oth, 1895 cof 928.47 
Dec. gt. By Gross Profit on trade ... Nee or soe 44,289.80 
By Share transfer fees aoa 6.00 
$44,456.77 


1896. 
Jan. . By Balance ses ie ae +00$145094-75 
E. & O. E. 
Yokohama, December 3zst, 2895. 
J. ¥. Lowper 


O. Knit } Directors. 


J. Beicxg, Secretary. 


I have examined the foregoing accounts and compared them 
with the vouchers of the Company, and certify them to be correct, 


Yokohama, January 30th 1896. 
. y ” Tos. S. Baxar, Auditor. 


Messrs. Lowder and Retz were then re-elected 
Directors, and Mr. T. S. Baker, Auditor, 

On the motion of Mc. Keil, a hearty vote of 
thanks was accorded the employés of the Com- 
pany for their services duting the past year. 





LETTER FROM FORMOSA. 
———_e—__—— 
(FRoM OUR SeeciAL CORRESPONDENT WITH 
THE JAPANESE ARMY.) 


Taipehfu, Formosa, Jan. 12th; 1895, 

The reports of our little rebellion of a few 
days ago are now all in, and I am enabled to 
give you the complete account. On the 27th 
of December, three or four hundred rebels as- 
sembled near Sho-sa-ka, between Kelung and 
Gelan, and wnade an unexpected attack on the 
sinall Japanese gatrison, who, unable to stand 
against the mob, retreated to a small village called 
Zuehong, but were followed and had to leave the 
district and retreat to Kelung, where they were 
teinforced, and, returning, drove the rebels back 
until the Japanese were able to reoccupy Sho-saka. 
Previously to the attack there were about 2,150 
Chinese working at the gold washing, and at 
Zuehong was the Gold Office established by the 
Japanese for collecting the gold tax of fifteen cents 
per day for each man employed. ‘The seven offi- 
cials stationed there were able to retire safely, but 
lost all theic effects. 

On the 28th, the rebels began gathering to the 
North of Gelan, and on the 30th made an attack on 
the city. Gelan is fortunately a walled city, and al- 
though the rebel force numbered about 2,000, and 
the Japanese garrison 300, the latter could have 
held out without danger of defeat had it not been 
that the rebels had previously entered the city and 
wece stirring the inhabitants into action. The 
Japanese filled with dismay at the new turn of 
affairs, collected their food and ammunition and 
deposited it in one of the temples, which they de- 
cided to occupy as alastresoit. They determined 
to show a bold front at all events, and by keeping 
up a heavy fire whenever the rebels attempted to 
enter the city, they held their own until reinforce- 
Ments arrived, not, however, without a loss of 
iwentyesix men killed and wounded, and seventeen 
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away by the rebels that a slow death might be 
inflicted uponthem, Reinforcements that had been 
telegraphed for and were sent at once from Kelung 
artived at Saow Bay on the 3rd, just in time to 
engage the rebels as they were marching over the 
hill to attack the small ga:rison stationed there, 
The Chinese were of course defeated and retieated 
from the district. 

The village of Sikkow is but a few miles to the 
East of Taipehfu on the line of railroad to Kelung. 
The Japanese had been straightening some of the 
wuaccountable cucves in the rvad, and had 
quartered at Sikkow a number of railroad wotke 
men aud twelve soldiets as guards. On Decem- 
ber 3ist at midnight, which was the time 
set for the simultaneous attack on all Japanese 
garrisons in the north, the telegraph line to Kelung 
was cut, the railway obstructed, and the rebels 
easily occupied the village. On Jan. and, a detach. 
ment of Japanese was sent lo attack the place and 
after considerable opposition succeeded in driving 
the rebels off and entering the village, which was 
afterwards fired. During the conflagration a 
Japanese coolie was seen cunning towards them 
from one of the burning buts, where he had been 
hidden for two days without food or water. The 
Japanese loss was one killed and three wounded; 
the rebels lost about ten. Immediately upon 
entering the village the troops were horrified atthe 
ghastly spectacle of nineteen bodies of their 
countrymen beheaded and frightfully mutilated. 
They were the railway workmen who had met their 
death at the hands of these fiends. Many of your 
readers may not be aware of the cannibalism that 
exists among the Chinese, although there is prob- 
ably not a foreigner in Formosa but knows of the 
eating of portions of the bodies of the savages, 
or is unaware of the markets in Formosa 
settlements containing the human flesh of the 
savages forsale. During the savage outbreak of 
18g1, so great was the loss of life that savage flesh 
was broughtin and sold the same as potk in the 
matkets. The mutilated bodies of the Japanese 
were found, several of them disembowled and the 
hearts cut out, also minus other parts of the body. 
Some were found who had been burnt at the stake, 
the embers still smoking. ‘The cha:red bodies with 
the hands and feet still fastened, were an awful 
spectacle even for soldiers hardened to the sight 
of death. Very fortunately for the rebels they had 
retreated out of sight. The most terrible feature 
of the while affair is the heartless torture these 
unfortunate Japanese were subjected to. ‘They 
were without weapons, and to defend themselves 
against the spears and swords had only their 
naked arms with which to guard. The rebels 
were possessed of guns and ammunition, but no 
shots were fired. None of the bodies had the 
mark of a bullet, and why? The reason is only 
too evident; the Celestial fiends reserved the men 
for another death, one more true to the Chinese 
nature—and the torture, the lingering death, it 
is too horrible to contemplate. The arms of all 
were found badly gashed and the hands cut—ine 
flicted in the attempts to ward off the blows— 
while in several instancesthe fingers were severed 
as they had grasped the blades with their hands 
in their futile attempts to avoid capture. 

The dead body of a Chinese woman who had 
been killed by the rebels apparently some days 
before, was found in one of the huts, and a little 
girl, half dead from lack of nourishment, was 
found by her mother’s side, endeavouring in a 
most pitiful manner, to arouse her. The little 
child was tenderly cared for and taken to Tai- 
pelifu, where, according to last reports, she is now 
strong and well. After repairing the telegraph 
line and removing the obstruction from the rail- 
road track, the troops returned to Taipehfu, and 
on the way it is said the little prisoner was al- 
most smothered with kindness and attention, which 
might have proved serious if the distance had 
been further, for some of the good hearted fel- 
lows thought that hard-tack army biscuits were 
the proper nourishment required for any half- 
starved person, big or small. 

Also at midnight Patchi-na, a few miles to the 
north of Taipehfu was, attacked. A school had 
been established here for the Chinese, and seven 
Japanese of the Educational Department cone 
ducted it. They were warned by the few polices 
nen, the only guard there, of the approach of 
the rebels, but they were fond of the villagers 
and stated they would trust to them for protec- 
tion. The policemen upow being attacked escaped 
and reached Taipelifu in safety. The last news 
of the teachers we have from some of the scho- 
lars, who reported at once to Taipel that when 
the village was surréunded and all retreat cut off, 
the Japanese barricaded themselves in the school 
house, but were eventually taken out alive. I will 
not attempt to report further, suffice it to say, 
that eventually the remains were found by the 
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Japanese troops in the same multilated condition 
as those of Sakkow, the heads, hearts, kidneys, 
livers, and in several instances feet and hands, 
were inissing. Before the attack, there had been 
employed in Patchina eight Japanese carpenters. 
On the day of the attack they were on a plea- 
sure trip to the sulphur springs. While on the 
way, a crowd of Chinese were seen gathered on 
a neighbouring hill. Without anticipating any 
danger, four of the Japanese went over to see 
what it was that interested such a large wumber 
of Chinese. The poor fellows found out, but they 
paid for their curiosity with their lives. A Chinese 
scholar led the soldiers to Patchina and pointed 
out to them the house of one of the rebels; the 
troops sucrounded the place and upon the house 
being entered, they found their man crouch- 
ing in a corner of the room; and several 
guns and considerable ammunition was found 
on the premises. When the ptisoner was brought 
forth from the house, the Chinese scholar, who 
possessed a spear, walked up its him and paint- 
ing with it said :— That’s the man that killed the 
teacher,” and before anyone could interfere, he 
peirced him through the body. 


At Kimpaoli, which .is to the north-west of 
Keelung, were stationed seventeen geudarmes. 
At eight o’clock they noticed a crowd gathering 
about their quarters. Suddenly the Chinese began 
to show signs of hostility, and with fiendish yells 
forced an entrance into: the frout of the house. 
The gendarmes succeeded in getting out in safety 
through a back entrance, and realizing full well 
that it was life or death, made a charge through 
the line of tebels who were closing in from the 
rear, towards a river a short distance away, for 
across it were woods from which they could ex- 
-pect at least achance ofescape. But of the seven- 
teen only two reached the shelter, their fifteen 
comrades falling into the hands of the Chinese to 
tneet their death in a manner suited the pleasure 
of these beasts. The two who were safe did 
not take the same paths, and one of them 
after an uneventful journey reached Kelung in 
safety. The other having lost his way wandeied 
all night, and in the morning hungry and ex- 
hausted, stopped in a small village aud was ad- 
mitted to a Chinese house where he asked for food. 
Immediately upon his entering, the occupants 
seemed greatly concerned and by motions led 
him to understand that he was in imminent 
danger; then leading him to an upper loft in the 
house they secreted him behind some boxes, and 
gave him food and drink. Soon after a band of 
the rebels came to the village, some visiting the 
house and demanded food, which was given them. 
After a short time, which seemed ages to the 
gendarme, they went away. Although able to 
come down from his close quarters occasionaly, two 
days were thus spent in concealment. At night he 
was taken very quietly by several men a pood 
distance intu the woods and left alone in a thicket. 
This cather worried him for he was not suce that 
he was among friends; in fact he says that a vision 
of a Chinese festival for which he had been fattened 
and in which he wasto be the principal entertainer, 
was with him continually, Ina few hours four 
strangers arcived and, beckoning him to follow, 
led through him the mountains a long tramp, 
down to the sea shore, and there, embarking in a 
Chinese boat, he was taken safely to Kelung. 
It is not necessary to state that the Chinese en- 
gaged in this act of humanity will be well rewarded. 

At Kantow, which is between Taipehfu and 
Hak, the attack was so sudden, so unexpected, 
that the ten Japanese belonging to the telegraph 
construction corps fell easy victims and were dise 
posed of in the characteristic Chinese manner, 

At Taipelifu were stationed only about four hune 
deed infantsy, and the district which they were 
expected to guard consisted of the walled capital 
Taipeh, Twatutia where all the foreigners reside, 
and Bauka, the Chinese city adjoining the capital, 
thus giving an acea of about two miles long by a 
mile abroad. As far as the Capital was concern- 
ed, if no outbreak occurred within, a couple 
of hundred men could protect the walls against 
any reasonable force of Chinese. But as the Chi- 
nese had been previously allowed to go and come 
as they pleased, the Japanese were not at all 
ceitain but that their greatest enemies might 
not be confined with the city. Consequently no 
troops with the exception of a few sentries, could 
be spared for the outer cities. The Japanese tad 
been warned of the inteuded attack, and the 
coolies, whom we must give due credit for valuable 
seivices, were all armed with bamboos having a 
sharpened poiut, which converted them into spears 
of no small utility, and were sent throughout the 
settlement scattering here and there in litile 
groups, where they very eagerly waited for the 
rebels. Japanese merchants armed with native 
swords were hurrying here and there, but not 
a Chinese could be seen, as none were allowed 
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volunteered to altempt the voyage to Formosa in 
one of the ships’ boats. As the sea to the north 
of Formosa has a bad character, it was not at all 
certain that an encounter with it would not be fatal 
to this small open boat and its crew, so papers 
setting forth the situation were sealed in tin 
caus, with the hope that if the boat were lost, these 
messengers might reach a safe harbour some- 
where along Formosa, and be the means of even- 
tually relieving the men on Ishigakki. But fortun- 
ately the weather was clear and calm, and the 
little party reached Kelung in safety. The Doyo 
Maru was at once sent to the scene of the wreck. 
The Government were in no way interested in the 
doomed vessel, the sole loss falling on a Mr, 
Hashizume, who had chartered her. The Doyo 
Maru ceturned to Kelung this afternoon with all 
hands from the wreck. 















































































on the streets. A little before midnight of the 
old year a signal fire was seen burning on a bill 
tothe north, near Hobe. It was answered from 
a hill to the south, and before the flames had died 
away firing commenced outside the south-east 
gate of Taipelfu; the rebels having taken up their 
position in a line of bamboos about 1,000 metres 
distant from the wall, The Japanese at once 
answered from the walls, but excepting the inter- 
mittent fire, no other attempt was made by the 
rebels to gain an entrance to the city. On the 
next day, the first of January, the fiiing was 
continued at intervals, and again that wight, 
although no advantage was gained on either 
side. Having no artillery, the Japanese brought 
into play some of the mountain guns captured 
from the Chinese. The rebels were provided 
with a mountain or field gun, but for some 
unaccountable reason, although it was at very 





close range and made a terrific noise, no- “a 

thing was seen of shells or shot. No doubt FOOTBALL 

the rebels assumed that the noise of the big gun ; 
————_~<-—-—___——- 


would be sufficient to drive the Japanese from the 
city. The occasional altacks—at a safe range== 
on the city walls were in one way very amusing, 
for the rebels’ efforts were solely confined for three 
days to rifle-firing against the immense stone well 
that surrounded the city. There was consequent- 
ly no loss dt@ife, until on the second day a de- 
tachment of the Japanese troops left the city, and 
making a charge at the rebels, routed them from 
the position in the bamboos, losing two men 
wounded, but killing about twenty of the enemy. 

Au attack had been made on Hobe, but une 
successfully. However, the rebels were able to shut 
off the capital from all outside communication, and 
the first launch to ascend the river was the re- 
cipient of quitea vigorous fusillade frum the shore, 
It was impossible to find out the approximate 
number of rebels, the Chinese telling wondet- 
ful tales as of old, among which the number was 
placed atten and twenty thousand armed men; 
they added that General Liu had teturned and 
was leading the rebels; and thatten Englishmen- 
of-war had a:rived at Hobe, had shelled the 
Japanese fleet and sunk four of their war ships. 
There are only specimens of the countless reports 
that were current. 

The Japanese moved all their supplies and stores 
intothecity, Arrangements were made by Admi- 
cal Tsunoda, then in chaige, who is ever consider- 
ate to the foreigners, that they should be provided 
with quarters in the Government House if the situa- 
tion warranted. The Japanese were then prepared 
for a siege. But the overwhelming Chinese Army 
failed to materialize, and on the fourth, 1,300 
Japanese troops arrived from Kelung, and the 
danger was over. The cuolies were relieved oftheir 
improvised spears. The volunteers, consisting of 
Civil officers, were disbanded, and with the ex- 
ception of martial law, with numerous guards scat- 
tered about the streets, challenging everyone com- 
ing their way, permitting no Chinese on the 
streets, the affair was over. 

On Jan. 13th General Oshima arrived with 3,000 
soldiers from Japan, and we may except to hear 
the rebels expressing their regrets in a few days. 


Taipelifu, Formosa, January 16th. 

The Japanese have been rather unfortunate in 
loss of ships; the third vessel in a little over a 
month is now breaking to pieces near one of the 
islands to the north-east of Formosa. The coast 
surveys are being completed as fast as possible 
that repetitions of these disasters may, to some 
extent, be avoided. 

The steamship Hoshu Maru of 714 tons burden, 
left Kagoshima, December 24th, with 222 pase 
sengers and 600 tons of cargo, intending For- 
mosa as her destination, and expecting to arrive 
there in five days. At4 a.m. on the 28th, when 


H.M.S. '*BDGAR’’ VERSUS YOKOHAMA. 


The football match on Saturday, under Asso 
ciation iules, between an eleven of H.M.S. Edgar 
and a team fiom the Y.C. and A.C., proved very 
interesting. With the usual dilatoriness insepere 
able from most Yokohama institutions, play 
began some while after the advertised time. For 
the first quattersofeanshour the game was very 
even, the play being alternately in the opposite 
lines. Then the Edgars made a determined 
rush, but Hall cleverly saved his goal, gaining 
thereby a welledeserved chees. Soon after, Mair 
had a shot at the Edgars’ goal, but the ball went 
behind, and the leather was again sent down the 
ground, For a while Lias and Allcock had a good 
deal to do; then the Yokohama forwards gained 
possession again, and working the ball down the 
tight, Moss passed to Mair, who cleverly put it 
through, This was at twenty-four minutes past 
three o'clock. Upon testarting, the home forwards 
pressed their opponents hard, and some pretty 
bits of passing took place among them, ‘The 
pace was fast, and the ball remained obstinately 
within the Edgars’ territory. From a little scrime 
mage in the far corner Moss secured the leather, 
and with a well-judged kick shot the second goal 
for the home side. Nothing further tesulted up 
ill half-time. Ou change of ends the Edgars pul- 
led themselves together, and within twoeandeashalf 
minutes, Adams, the ever ready, did the needful 
—Edgar 1, Yokohama 2. This slight success put 
the Navy in splendid fettle, and the game be- 
came very exciting to the many onlookers gathered 
on the ground. Notwithstanding, Yokohama was 
the next to score, Mair securing the poal—Yoko- 
hama 3, Edgar 1. Soon after this the home side 
diew more blood, Mair neatly diibbling the 
ball down the ground, and then, in front of 
goal, passing to Goddard, who put it through 
— Yokohama 4, Edgar 1. For awhile the 
pace slackened, and the visitots improved 
the opportunity by working the feather into 
the home lines. Some dodging play followed, and 
Hall, coming out of his goal, missed the ball as it 
was shot in by Laing, another of the Edgar’s 
smatt forwards—Edgar 2, Yokohama 4. Nothing 
further was scored up till the call of time, and 
the game therefore ended in a victory for Yoko- 
hama by four goals to two. Mair, centre foc 
Yokohama, was in excellent form, being always 
on the ball: the Goddard brothers were all sma:t, 
but Moss requires further awakening, he is slow in 
following up the ball, though his passing is very 
unselfish. Lias, of course, was Lias—affording 
pleuty of amusement and admiration at the same 
time. For the Edgars, Richards, Adams, and 
Laing were good. The following were the teams :— 


about 242 miles to the south of Naha of the Loo-| H.M.S. “ Epa@ar.” YoKOHAMA. 

choo group and about 130 miles to the north-east | Donegan, .....ssee0e Goal. J. F. Hall. 

by east of Formosa, she ran on to a ceef while} Bennett, eee} Backs {Pe Allcock. 
going full speed. All efforts to get her off were} Powell, w.csccssesseeee F, J. Lias. 
fruitless. Upou making an observation the ship | Hardy. cesensanssanoes ) Hall H. E. Campbell. 
was found to be about five miles off the port of | Richards. ve. Backs L.. Dewelte. 
Ishigaki island, which belongs to the Yayeyama | Johustone. ES W. Goddard. 
group. The crew, consisting of 72 hands, turned | Adanis. cccccorereseeee H. Goddard. 
their attention towards getting the passengers and | Laing. wesc 1 pore H. S. Goddard. 
cargo on shore. With the ships’ boats and two} Hodge. ...cccsccsseees wads: 4H. R. Mair. 


| W. D. Moss. 


Gregory. sressesersrees LW. Watt 


Westaway. Ceeecesasenes 


boats which were secured from the island, un- 
loading was catried on night and day until the 
morning of the 31st, when all were safely ashore. 
The inhabitants of the island cared for the pas- 
sengers and crew, but as it is small and sparsely 
populated, but little food was to be obtained. So 
the three hundred shipewrecked men had to be 
contented with reduced cations, ‘The prospect 
was not any brighter, for the regular steamer, the 
only communication with the outside world, which 
usually called at this island monthly to bring supe 
plies in trade for the native products, had been 
sent to Osaka for repairs and would not return 
until February. The chief officer with six men 








Mica is known to exist in many parts of New 
South Wales, being met with in the numerous 
granitic areas which occur in various districts of 
the colony, especially in the coarsely-crystalline 
granitic formations of the Silverton district, and 
elsewhere in the Barrier Ranges. Hitherto it has 
never been worked, although there is a consider- 
able demand for it, especially if the mica can he 
obtained-in blocks of fairly large size, capable of 
being split easily into thin plates, 
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ZHE GOVERNMENT'S REPORT TO 


THE DIET. 
_ 
No. 33. 
PROPOSED AMENDMBNT OF ARMISTICE. 


Article [It is agreed that an Armistice be en- 
forced, in the teins hereafter stated, between the 
Military and Naval Forces of Japan and China, 

Article III.—The Japanese Forces in the Pro- 
vince of Feng Tien shall, duting the continuance 
of this Armistice, remain within the line deawn 
through Tien Chuang T’ai (Ten Chowan Tai), 
An Shan Chan (An Shan Ten), Lien Shan Kuan 
(Leu Shan Kwan), Sai Ma Chi and Kuan Tien 
Hsien (Kuan Ten Shen). The Forces of the two 
countries shall remain in their present positions 
and observe strict orders not to advance beyond 
said positions. 


Article V.—The two Governments shall enforce 
this Armistice for a period of twenty-one days 
from the date of signature of this Convention. An 
extension of five days, applicable only to the 
places named below, is to be allowed for the neces- 
sary orders to reach the places which are not in 
direct telegraphic communication with Head-quar- 
ters, viz., Liao-yang and Shén-yang in the Pro- 
vince of Fang-tien, and Pescadores and Formosa. 

Article VI.—Note, date of termination of 
Armistice to be changed to conform to first clause 
of Article V. 

PROPOSED FURTHER AMBENDMBNTS OF ARMISTICE, 

Acticle I.—amended as follows :-—An Armistice 
between the Armies of Japan and China in the 
field, excepting between the forces operating in 
and about Formosa and the Pescadores is hereby 
established. 

Article I].—-The forces affected by this Armistice 
shall have the right to maintain the positions re- 
spectively occupied by them at the time hostilities 
are actually suspended, but they shall not under 
avy circumstances during the existence of this 
Armistice advance beyond sucl positions, 

Original Art. If becomes Act. III. 

Acticle IL].—Original Article IIT. suppressed. 


No. 35. 


ARMISTICE AS FINALLY CONCLUDED. 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, having, in 
view of the untoward event which temporarily 
interrupted the depending negotiations for peace, 
commanded His Plenipotentiaries to consent to a 
temporary armistice : 

The undersigned Count Ito Hirobumi, Junii, 
Grand Cross of the Imperial Order of Paullownia, 
Minister President of State, and Viscount Mutsu 
Munemitsu, Janii, First Class of the Imperial 
Order of the Sacred Treasure, Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs, the Plenipotentiaries of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan; and Li Hung- 
Chang, Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Em- 
peroc of China ; Senior Tutor tothe Heir Apparent 
Senior Grand Secretary of State; Minister Super- 
intendent of Trade for the Northern Ports of 
China; Viceroy of the Province of Chihli and 
Earl of the First Rank, have concluded the follow- 
ing Convention of Armistice :— 

Acticle 1.—The Imperial Governments of Japan 
and China agree to enforce an Armistice between 
their respective Military and Naval Forces, in the 
Provinces of Fang-tien, Chihli, and Shang-tung, 
subject to the provisions contained in the following 
Articles :— 

Article I1.—The Forces affected by this Armi- 
stice shall have the right to maintain the positions 
respectively occupied by them at the time hostilities 
are actually suspended, but they shall not under 
any circumstances during the existence of this 
Armistice advance beyond such positions. 

Article I1f.—The Governments engage during 
the existence of this Convention not to extend, 
perfect, or advance their attacking works or to te- 
enforce or in anywise to strengthen either for offen- 
sive or defensive operations, their confronting mili- 
tary lines. Butthis engagement shall not prevent 
either Government from making any new distribu- 
tion or arrangement of troops not intended to 
augment or strengthen the armies now actually 
in the field and engaged in active military 
operations. 

Artiele 1V.—The movement of troops, and the 
transportation of military supplies and all other 
contraband of war by sea, shall be subject to the 
ordinary rules of war and shall consequently be 
liable to hostile capture. 

Article V.—This Armistice shall be enforced by 
the Imperial Governments of Japan and China 
for the period of 21 days from the date of the 
signature of this Convention. 

In those localities occupied by the troops of the 
two Governments to which there is no telegraphic 
communication the quickest possible means shall 

be employed in issuing the orders for the Armi- 
stice, and the respective Commanders of the two 


countries shall, upon the receipt of such orders 
announce the fact to each other and take steps to 
enforce the Armistice. . 

Article VI—This Armistice shall terminate 
without notice on either side, at mid-day on the 
2oth day of the 4th month of the 28th year of 
Meiji, corresponding to the 26th day of the 3rd 
month of the 21st year of Kuang Hst. If in the 
meantime the depending negotiations for peace 
are broken off, this Armistice shall in that case 
terminate at the same time such negotiations 
cease, 

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries of 
Japan and China have hereunto set their hands 
and affixed their seals. 

Done at Shimonoseki, Japan, this 3oth day of 
the 3rd month of the 28th year of Meiji coie- 
sponding to the 5th day of the 3rd mouth of the 
2tst year of Kuang Hsia. 


Count Hirosum Iro (LS.), 
Janii, Geand Cross of the Imperial Order 
of Paulownia, Minister President of 
State, Plenipotentiary of His Majesty 

the Emperor of Japan, 


Viscount Mutsu Munemirsu (L.S.), 
Junii, First Class of the Imperial Order 
of the Sacred Treasure, Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs, Plenipotentiary of 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, 
Li Hune-Cuane (LS.), 
Plenipotentiary of His Majesty the Em- 
peror of China; Senior Tutor to the Heir 
Apparent; Senior Grand Secretary of 
State; Minister Superintendent of Trade 
for the Northern Ports of China; Viceroy 
of the Province of Chihli and Earl of 
the First Rank, 


No. 36: 
Their Excellencies the Plenipotentiaries of His 
Majesty the Emperor of Japan. 

IEXCELLENGIES,—The convention for an Armie 
stice having been signed, Iam uow anxious that 
we should proceed with the negotiations for a 
permanent peace as speedily as possible, so that 
ouc labours may be concluded before the expira- 
tion of the armistice, 

Owing to the wound from which I am suffering, 
my physicians do not regard it as prudent that I 
should attempt for some days to come or go to 
the place of meeting provided for our conferences; 
but if Your Excellencies see proper to do so 
I shall be greatly gratified if you could send to 
me in writing the conditions of peace. If that 
course is not agreeable to your Excellencies, 1 
shall be much pleased to arrange a place for our 
conferences in the building now occupied by me 
and where I can without undue exposure meet 
and confer with Your Excellencies. 

I shall, accordingly, hold myself in readiness to 
receive the communication above indicated or 
arrange for a visit from Your Excellencies this 
afternoon, or at any hour which may be convenient 
to you to-morrow. 

I have the honour to renew to Your Excellen- 
cies the expression of my highest consideration. 

Lit HuneG-cuane (L.S.), 
Ambassador Plenipotentiary of 
His Majesty the Emperor of China. 
Shimonoseki, March 30, 1895, 
KwangeHsi, 21 year, 3rd month, 5th day. 
No. 38. 


TRBATY OF PBacg. 
(Draft presented to the Chinese Plenipotentiary). 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and His 
Majesty the Emperor of China, desiring to restore 
the blessings of peace to their countries and sub- 
jects and to remove all cause for future complica 
tions, have named as their Plenipotentiaries for 
the purpose of concluding a Treaty of Peace, that 
is 10 say: 

His Majesty the Emperor of Japan ¥ * * * and 
His Majesty, the Emperor of China * * * *, 

Who, after having exchanged their Full Powers, 
which were found to be in good and proper form, 
have agreed to the following Article: 

Article 1.—China recognizes definitively the full 
and complete independence and autonomy of 
Korea, and, in consequence, the payment of tribute 
and the performance of ceremonies and fo: malities 
by Korea to China in dependence and autonomy, 
shally wholly cease for the future. 

Article I1.—China cedes to Japan in perpetuity 
and full sovereignty the following territories toge- 
ther with all fortifications, arsenals, and public 
property thereon ; 

a. The southern portion of the Province of 
Sheng: King within the following boundaries : 

The line of demarcation begins atthe mouth of 
the River Yalu, and ascends that stream as far as 
SanechaeTsu, thence it runs directly north to 
Useshu-Ti-Hsia; thence it runs directly west until 
it sttikes the River Liao, it follows from thence 


Google 


the course of that River southward to the 4r° 
north latitude; from thence it coincides with that 
parallel of latitude to the westward as far as 122° 
longitude east of Greenwich, and from that point 
of intersection it follows the same meridian of 
longitude southward to the cost of the Bay of 
Liao-Tung where it terminates. 

This cession includes all Islands appertaining or 
belonging to the Province of Sheng-King, situated 
in the eastern portion of the Bay of Liao-Tung 
and in the northern part of the Yellow Sea. 

b. The Island of Formosa together with all Is- 
lands adjacent or belonging to the said Island of 
Formosa. 

c. The Pescadores Group that is to say all Is- 
lands lying between the 119° and 120° longitudes 
east of Greenwich and the 23° and 24° north 
latitudes. 

Article [[].—<The alignments of the frontiers 
described in the preceding Article and shown on 
the annexed map, shall be subject to verification 
and demarcation on the spot by a Joint Commis. 
sion of Delimitation, consisting of two or more 
J«panese and two or more Chinese Delegates, to 
be appointed immediately after the exchange of 
the ratifications of this Act. In case the boundaries 
laid down in this Act are found to be defective at 
any point either on account of topography or in 
consideration of good administration, it shall also 
he the duty of the Delimitation Commission to 
reclify the same. 

The Delimitation Commission will enter upon 
its duties as soon as possible and will bring its 
labours to a conclusion within the period of one 
year afler appointment. 

The alignment laid down in this Act shall, 
however, be maintained until the rectifications of 
the Delimitation Commission, if any are made, 
shall have received the approval of the Govern- 
ments of Japan and China. 

Acticle 1V.—China agrees to pay to Japan as a 
war indemnity the sum of 300,000,000 Kuping 
taels, The said sum to be paid in five instal- 
ments ; the first installment being 100,000,000 taels 
and the four remaining installments being 
50,000,000 each. The first installment is to be 
paid within six months after the exchange of rati- 
fications of this act, and the four‘remaining install- 
ments are to be respectively paid on or before the 
saine date of the four succeeding years. Interest 
at the rate of § per cent. per annum shall begin to 
run on all unpaid portions of the said indemnity, 
from the date the first installment falls due. 

Acticle V.—The inhabitants of the territories 
ceded to Japan who wish to take up their residence 
outside the ceded districts, shall be at liberty to 
sell their real property and retire. For this pure 
pose a period of two years from the date of the 
exchange of the ratifications of the present act, 
shall be granted. At the expiration of that period 
those of the inhabitants who shall not have left 
such territories shall, at the option of Japan, be 
deemed to be Japanese subjects. 

Article VI.—AIl treaties between Japan and 
China having come to an end in consequence of 
war, China engages, immediately upon the ex- 
change of the ratifications of this Act, to appoint 
Plenipotentiacies to conclude with the Japanese 
Plenipotentiaries a Treaty of Commerce and Navie 
gation and a Convention to regulate Frontier In- 
tercourse and Trade. ‘The Treaties, Conventions, 
and Regulations vow subsisting between China 
and European Powers shall servé as a basis for 
the said Treaty and Convention between Japan 
and China. From the date of the exchange of 
the ratifications of this Act until the said Treaty 
and Convention are brought into actual operation, 
the Japanese Government, its officials, commerce, 
navigation ; frontier intercourse and trade, in- 
dustries, ships and subjects shall in every respect 
be accorded by China most-favouredsnation treate 
ment. 

China makes in addition the following conces- 
sions (0 take effect six months after the date of the 
present Act := 

Ist.—The following cities, towns and ports, in 
addition to those alteady opened, are opened (to the 
trade, residence, industries, and manufactures of 
Japanese subjects, under the same conditions and 
with the same privileges and facilities as exist at 
the present open cities, towns, and ports of China: 

1. Peking. 

2. Shashih in the Province of Hupel. 

3. Siangtan in the Province of Hunan. 

4: Changking in the Province of Szechuen. 

5. Wuchow in the Province of Kwangsi. 

6. Suchow in the Province of Kiangsu. 

7. Hanchow in the Province of Chekiang. 

The Japanese Government shall have the right 
to station Consuls at any or all the above named 
places. 

and.—Steam navigation for vessels under the 
Japanese for the conveyance of passengers and 
cargo shall be extended to the following places :— 
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1. On the Upper Yangtsze River fiom Ichang 
to Chung-king. 
2. On the Siang River and the Lake Tung- 
ting from the Yangtsze River to Siangtan. 
3. On the West River from Canton to Wuchow. 
4. On the Woosung River and the Canal from 
Shanghai to Suchow and Hungchow. ° 
The Rules and Regulations which now govern 
the navigation of the inland waters of China by fo- 
reign vessels shall, so far as applicable, be enforced 
in respect of the above named routes, until vew 
Rules and Regulations are conjointly agreed to. 
3rd.—All goods imported into China by Japa- 
nese subjects, upon the payment, either at the 
time of entry or subsequently, at the option of the 
importec'or owner, of a commutation tax or duty 
of two per cent. upon the original cost, shall there- 
after in every part of China, be exempt from all 
taxes, imposts, duties, charges, and exactions of 
whatever nature or under whatever denomination, 
levied in the name or for the profit of the Govern- 
ment, public functionaries, private individuals, 
corporations, or establishments of any kind. In 
like manner and to the same extent but without 
the payment of any commutation tax or duty 
whatever, an equal immunity from every kind 
of taxation shall be accorded by China in re- 
spect of all Chinese goods and produce pnr- 
chased in China by Japanese subjects and declared 
to be for export, and such immunity from taxation 
shall exist from the date of such declaration up 
to the time of actual exportation. All Chinese 


goods and produce intended for home consump- 


tion, when conveyed in Japanese vessels from one 
open port to another open port in China, shall, 
upon the payment of the coasting trade dues, ex- 


isting at this time, be, in the same manner and to 
the same extent, exempt, duting the whole process 


of such conveyance, from all kinds of taxation, 
including import and export duties. It is, how- 


ever, understood that the foregoing stipulations 
do not in anywise affect any arrangement for the 
time being in force regarding the taxation of im- 


ported opium. 


4th,.—Japanese subjects purchasing goods or 


produce in the interior of China or transporting 


imported merchandise into the interior of China, 
shall have the sight temporarily rent or hire ware- 


houses for the storage of the articles so purchased 
or transported, without the payment of any taxes 
or exactions whatever and without the interference 
of any Chinese officials. 


5th.—The Kuping tael shall be taken to be the 
tael in which all taxes, duties, and fees are payable 
by Japanese subjects in China, and all such taxes, 
duties, and fees may be paid in standard Japanese 


silver yen at their face or representative value. 
6th.—Japanese subjects shall be free to engage 

in all kinds of manufacturing industries in China, 

and shall be at liberty to import into China all 


kinds of machinery, paying only the stipulated im- 


port duties thereon. 

All articles manufactured by Japanese subjects 
in China, shall, in respect of inland transit and 
interval tax, duties, charges, and exactions of all 
kinds and also in respect of warehousing and 
storage facilities in the interior of China, stand 
upon the same footing and enjoy the same privi- 
leges and exemptions as merchandise imported by 
Japanese subjects into China. 

7th.—China engages to at once proceed under 
the advice of experts to remove the Woosung bar at 
the mouth of the Kung Pu River in such a manner 
as to maintain constantly a clear channel of at 
least twenty feet in depth at low water. 

In the event that additional Rules and Regu- 
lations are necessary in connection with these con- 
cessions, they shall be embodied in the Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation provided for by this 
Article. 

Aiticle ViT.——Subject to the provisions of the 
next succeeding Article, the evacuation of China 
by the Armies of Japan shall be completed within 
thsee months after the exchange of the ratifications 
of the present Act. 

Article VIII.—As a guarantee of the faithful 
performance of the stipulations of this act, China 
consents to the temporary occupation by the mili- 
tary forces of Japau of the following places :— 

Fongtien-Fu, in the Province of Sheng-king. 

Weihaiwei, in the Province of Sung-tong. 

Fongtien- Fu shall be evacuated by Japan upon 
the payment of the first two installments of the war 
indemnity herein stipulated fur, and Weihaiwei 
shall be evacuated upon the payment of the final 
installment of said indemnity. It is, however, ex- 
pressly understood that no evacuation shall take 
place until after the exchange of the ratificatians of 
the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation. 

All expenses connected with this temporary 
cupation shall be defrayed by China. 

Article IX.—Immediately upon the exchange of 
the ratifications of this Act, all prisoners of war 
then held shall be restored, and China undertakes 


of the numerous’ elevations which 


assisted by the Rev. G. H. Appenzeller. 
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not to ill-treat or punish prisoners of war so re- 
stored to her by Japan. 
at once release all Japanese subjects accused of 
being military spies or charged with any other 
military offences. 
punish in any wnanner nor to allow to be punished 
those Chinese subjects who have in any manner 


China also engages to 
China further engages nat to 


been. compromised in their relations with the Ja- 
panese army diving the war. 

Article X.—All offensive military operations 
shall cease upon the exchange of this act. 

Article XI.—The present Act shall be ratified 
by Their Majesties the Emperor of Japan and the 
Emperor of China, and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at......on the.:,...day of the,,.,..month 
of the 28th year of Afeifs, corresponding to...... 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaties have sigued the same and have affixed 
thereto the seal of their acms. ‘ 

Done at Shimonoseki in duplicate, this......day 
of the,..,..month of the 28th year of Afeifi, core 
responding to,,.... 





MISSIONARIES IN KOREA. 


———__—_—-—_—___—__ 

We take the following from the Mew Fork 
Herald :— 

Korea, November 3rd. 

There is no field in the world to-day more invit- 
ing to Clristian missionaries and their supporters 
than Korea. Less than six years ago the feelitip 
against Christian teachers was bitter, and the life 
of a missionary was uever quite safe. Now the 
missionary goes and comes at will, and where he 
is tactful and kindly behaved he is respected. ‘The 
ex-Hermits of Korea are apparently no longer 
averseto his teachings, The King has recently said 
that he desired to see many more * teachers ” in 
Korea—meaning missionaries. Korean religion 
consists largely of ancestor worship and a mild 
form of Confucianism, which can hardly be styled 
religion. Of course, what is most needed now is 
simply educational work, for the Korean mind is 
in no condition to grasp or understand Christianity 
at present, The mission schools throughout the 
country are doing excellent work in the way of in- 
stcucting children, who will in turn become useful 
teachers. In every instance the Koreans who have 
come in contact with Christian teachers have been 
bettered. At least they lead cleaner lives in a 
physical and spisitual sense. Since I have been 
in Sdul the missionaries from all parts of the 
realm have been holding meetings, making reports, 
celebrating the decennial anniversary of the foun- 
dation of missions here, 8c. They have had re- 
ports, lectures, debates, and essays, and they are 
all in good spirtits, hopeful, and contented with 
their wok, Whatever may be said of missionaries 
iu Japan, I will vouch that no servant of the 
Church is leading a life of comfort here. 
When I think of well educated, tefined women 
consigning themselves to this doleful, ditty, bad 
smelling, absolutely repulsive country, [I am 
amazed. In Sdul the missionaries have clean, 
comfortable homes inside of walls which usually 
shut out much that is disagreeable, but no come 
pound, however well protected, can cut them off 
from the misery and wretchedness which everye 
where abound. 

I have met a vumber of earnest, active men 
such as Dr. H. G. Underwood, the Rev. G. H. 
Jones, the Rev. W. B. Scranton, the Rev D. L. Gif. 
ford, and Dr. C. C, Vinton, all of whom are cheer- 
ful, self-denying agents, and all doing good work. 
They are uncomplaining men, not one of whom 
can be envied for the task he has assumed. I am 
really proud of the work which my countrymen are 
doing here, and I hope that they will be encourag- 
ed and upheld. I speak simply from what I have 
seen and heard. The hospital charities maintained 
by these people alleviate much suffering, and they 
are potent agencies in impregnating the Korean 
mind with the value of Western helpfulness. The 
Methodists, the Presbyterians, and Baptists are 
wotking together in this field. According ‘to the 
statistics just presented the total number of Pro- 
lestant Communicants in Korea (natives) secured 
through theie agencies, is 528. Missionaries are 
maintained in six of the eight provinces. Of the 
baptized members on the rolls only one-third are 


women, Some 567 natlves are cairied on the rolls 
as “*probationists.” Of this only one-fifth ace 
women. During the past year 202 communicants 


were received into the churches. The population 
of Korea is set down at 16,000,000. Of course, 
the hope of Protestantism is in the young people, 
who are being educated in the church schools, 
This morning I paid a visit to the boys’ school, 
a handsome building charmingly located upon one 
mark Séul. 
Dr. D. A. Bunker is in charge of this school, 
T found 


there a lot of earnest scholars—something like 160 
being enrolled. These young fellows are given 
dormitories near the school building, but no food. 
They all show more or less proficiency in the study 
of English. The services in the chapel, which I 
attended, were interesting, the singing of the boys 
being tematkable, | also paid a visit to the girls’ 
school, near by, in charge of Mrs. Scranton, Miss 
Paine, and Miss Frye. In this school the pupils 
are enticely in charge of the teachers. They live 
in the building and are fed and partially clothed 
from the mission funds. The neatness of the 
children was striking, and the brightness of their 
faces was a study. This school is known as Ewa 
Hak Tang, and no one could help feeling that 
here, as well as in the boys’ school, most excellent 
fundamental work was being done in the cause of 
civilization in Korea, 

Icannotclose my briefreport of missionary wok 
being done here without a mention of the heroic 
service rendered in the hospitals during the late 
cholera epidemic by Miss Arbuckle, Miss Whitney, 
and Miss Jacobson, all connected with our missions 
here. ‘These noble, self-saciificing women served 
as nurses in the chief hospital for nearly six weeks. 
They were among the wretched, unclean sufferers 
from the beginning to the end of the scourge, 
Their lives were hourly exposed. In addition to 
their hospital duties they went through the foul 
and repulsive city, seeking out the stricken and 
carrying them medicines. ‘Their praises are sung 
by the little foreign community here, but low little 
the world will ever know of the risk they ran, of the 
noble example they furnished, of the good they 
did. Mrs. Dr. Underwood, mother of charming 
children, also rendered great service as a nurse in 
** The Shelter,” the hospital superintended by her 
husband and Dr. Wells, during the prevalence of 
the epidemic. Willthe good people at home not 
remember these brave and noble women ? 

Joun A. Cocxeritt. 
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LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


—— —_<+>-—__-_---—— 





(Reuter “Spectar” To “ Japan Maiz.”] 





London, January 23. 
The Pall Mall Gasette states that an offen- 
sive and defensive alliance has been concluded 
between Russia and Turkey. 


Prince Henry of Battenberg has died of fever 
contracted during the expedition to Ashantee. 
[Prince Benty Maurice of Battenberg, K.G., was a Colonel in 

the Army (Feb. 28, 1899), Governor of the Isle of Wight, and 
Governor of Carisbrooke Castle.—Ep. J, | 
London, January 28. 

The Russo-Tarkish treaty for an offensive 
and defensive alliance is denied. 

The German press generally continues its 
virulent attacks upon England in connection 
with the Transvaal affair. 





(‘‘Srectar " TgareGcram to “ Jarpan Maiv."’] 


Nagasaki, January 26. 
The British barque Annie Main was wrecked 
on the North Gotos on the 21st inst. One of 
the crew was drowned, and the captain and one 
one man.were injured. A tug from Nagasaki 
and a gunboat from Sasebo have been sent to 
the scene of the wreck to render assistance. 
Nagasaki, Jan. 28. 5.05 p.m. 
The crew of the Annie Main, the vessel 
wrecked on the Gotos, arrived on Sunday at 
Sasebo, in a boat. An inquiry was held to-day 
into the matter, and the Master has been cen- 
sured for improvidence and an error in judgment. 


The Russian ironclad Jmperator Nécolat I. 
has arrived here from the south. 





(Reurer’s TELEGRAMS FROM NAGASAKI.] 


London, Jan. 18, 
Under the recent arrangement, France retains 
Mongsin and Battamboury: the Buffer State is 
apparently abandoned. 
President Kruger has absolutely resolved to 
maintain the autonomy of the Transvaal. 
London, Jan. 21. 
Great Britain and the United States have each 
agreed to appoint an Arbitrator to whom the 
claims of Canadian sealers seized by American 
vessels, will be submitted. ; 
London, Jan., 22. 
President Cleveland’s Commissioners have 
invited Venezuela and Great Britain to furnish 
them with evidence as to their respective cliams. 
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(From “ Banonox Tisas.’’) 
London, Jan. 9. 

The French newspapers are veeringround and 
beginning tobe in England’s favour. It is be- 
lieved in well-informed quarters that Germany 
has, for some time past, been maturing schemes 
to arrest the progress of British ascendancy in 
Soath Africa. 



























London, Jan. 11. 
An important discovery of diamonds has been 
made in north-west Australia, 


(Feom rum Japanes® Papers.) 


Soul, Jan. 29. 
Li Han-Shin, a Korean refugee, who fled to 
Chefoo, but afterwards went to Shanghai in a 
Russian man-of-war, has since been slaying at 
the residence of the Rev. J. Reid. 
Séul, Jan. 30, 
The Korean Government has given instruc- 
tions to the prefects throughout the country to 
leave the people free to cut their hair or not, just 
as they please, and not to press the innovation. 
Nagoya, Jan. 31. 
The railway section between Naoyetsu and 
Takata is interrupted in consequence of a heavy 
snowfall. 
Gifu, Jan. 31. 
The 8 a.m. up-train from Nagaoka was to- 
day derailed near the station, and an express 
train was dispatched from Ogaki. 
Soul, Jan. 31. 
The Royal Guards attacked the insurgents at 
Sim-dong at midnight on the 28th inst, with 
great success, and entered the town the follow- 
ing day. 
A riot has been created at Chuk-san, Kyéng- 
kwi-do. 
Niigata, Jan. 31. 
A telegraphic report states that Mr. Koteda, 
Governor of this Prefecture, will be appointed 
to Shizuoka, Mr. Asada, Governor of Nagano, 
being removed to this Prefecture. 
Miye, Jan. 31. 
A destructive fire broke out at Owashi, Kita- 
mura District, early this morning. Over 150 
houses, the post office, and the police station 
have been reduced to ashes; the flames not 
being extinguished until 7 a.m. 


Hiroshima, Jan. 31. 
Over 300 milltary coolies and artisans arrived 
at Ujina from Wei-hai-wei to-day by the Kokura 
Maru, and were immediately disbanded. 
Chiba, Jan. 31 
Two cholera cases and one death were reported 
in Yamabe District on the 27th inst., and one 
case the following day, making a total of thirty 
cases and twenty-one death from the com- 
mencement of the out-break. 
Séul, Jan. 31. 
It has been decided to relieve the Japanese 
troops in this capital by Japanese soldiers now 
at Wei-hai-wei. 
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CHESS, 
(Al Cammuanicationn to be addressed to the Cuaes Koiton.) 


The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
lo It p.m, 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


SOLUTION or Prosiem No. 213. 


WHITE. BLACK. 

1I—O to K Ki 3 1—P takes O 
2—F to B 4, dis. mate 

1—R takes Q 
2—P takes R, dis. mate 

I—P to K B6 
2—O takes O P, mate 

2 2 i—P to 0 B6 


2—Kt to Kt 3, mate 
2—Q to O B 3, mate 


2—Q takes P, mate. 


Correct’ answers from W.H.S., Digamma, 
W.D.C., Shogi, E.J.K. and J.D. 

Siema.—B to K 4 is no use. If Black plays in 
reply R to K B6, there is no mate by R takes P, 
as Black escapes by taking the Knight, 


i—R moves 


1—B moves 


between Mason and Walz. 
former lost prematurely through an unfortunate 
oversight, 
played last evening, but the result has not reached 
us yet, 


A. W. Pownall) next month. 
tained at dinner ou the next Club-night, 7th inst, 


return to America; his opponent is the reputed 
chess champion of Mexico. 


equal game sooner than some others. Mr. 
defends thus. 
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ProBiem No. 215. 
By Cuas. A, Gicpsre. 


BLACK. 
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WHita, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


Tokio Cuess Crus. 


The tussle for the Championship is proceeding 
In the first game the 


The second game we believe was 


The Club loses its respected President (Mr. C. 
He is to be enter- 


Game No. 432. 
A specimen of Mr. Pillsbury’s play since his 


RUY LOPEZ. 
WHITE, BLACK. 

Mr. Sterling, Mr. Pillsbury. 
I—P to K 4 Ii—PtoK4 
2—Ktto KB3 2—KttoO B3 
3—BwOKts 3—PtoK Ki3a 
4—PtoO4 4—P takes P 
5—Btakes Kt 5—O P takes B 
6—OQ takes P 6—Q takes O 
7—Kt takes QO} 7—Bto Q2 
8—Castles 8—Castles 
9—Bto K 3 9—B to Kt 2 

1o—P to 2 B3 10o—Kt to B 3 
11—B to Kt 5¢ t11—K R to K sq. 
12—Pto B3 12—P to K R3 
13—B takes Kt 13—B takes B 
14—Ktito RZ 14—P to Ki 3d 
15—Kt (R 3) to Ba 1I5—P to B 4 
16—Kt to Kt 3 16—P to 


gi. 


17—O Rio Osq. 17—P to 

Se L to So 18—Bto K3 
1I9—-PtoO RZ I9—-Bto BS 
20—K R to K sq. 20—BtoK Kt4f 
21—K to B2 21—-BtoQ7 
22—R to KX R sq. 22—B takes Kt 
23—R takes B 23—R to O7 ch. 
24—K to Kt 3 24—B to Kt 6 
25—Kt to R sq. 25—R takes Q Kt Pg 
26—Kt takes B 26—R takes Kt 
27—-PtoO Bahk 27—R to O sq, 


28—R to O Kt sq 


28—R (Q sq.) to 06 
29—R takes R 


29--P takes R 


30—R to O Kt sq. 30—PtoO Krg4 
31—P takes P 31I—PtoKs5: 
32—K to B2 32—R to O7 ch. 
33—K to Ki 3 33—P to Kt 7 
34—Pto RB 34—P to B6 


And the Mexican resigned, 


a A defence to the Ruy which hay ig A at sap 
illsbury often 


5 As played by correspondence between the clubs of 
Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

¢ The result of this move is that Black remains with 
two Bishops against two Knights; a superiority. 

d@ Black now declares his hand. He makes the most of 
the superiurity of four Pawns against three on the f side. 

e White is now restricted in his movements. ack’s 
Bishops threaten to prove their strength ; one intends to 

o to B 5: the other toK Kt4. The present move 
is not particularly good for White: but he appears to 
have no better. 

J Threatening to win the oneneng® 

g The Bishops have been cleverly handled, and win a 
Pawn. This Pawn had to go, or else that of the K Kt. 

hk Good; for if Black captures the R P, White wins the 
Black O KR P by OR to R sq. Y 

i The Pawns are now irresistible. The win has been 
beautifully managed. 


St. PerersBure. 


No further news at present. The Peru should 
bring something definite. 


Honckone CHAMPIONSHIP. 
Mr. M, J. Danenberg, says the China Mazi, 
having challenged Lieut.-Colonel The O’Gorman, 
the holder of the Championship Cup of the Hong- 


Digitized by Coc gle 
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kong Chess Club, the first of the three games was 
played at Thomas’s Grill Room in presence of a 
large number of members., The game was opened 
without any advantage to either side, the Cham- 
pion playing white. By some well-conceived play, 
Mc. Daneuberg eventually secured a slight ad. 
vantage in position which he utilised to force the 
game, compelling Colonel O'Gorman to exchange 
his Queen fora Rook. Mr. Danenberg played the 
finisti with great care, and the Champion’s posi- 
tion having broken down he ultimely resigned, 
The second game was won by Colonel O’Gorman, 
after a carelul finish. 


Game No. 433. 


Played in the recent match between Notting- 
ham and Hall. 
FRENCM DEFENCE. 


WHITE, BLACK. 


és Crake, J- H. Dunford, 

I—Pto K 4 i—Pto K3 
2—P10Q4 2—PtoQO4 
3—KttoOB3 3—PtoQO Baa 
4—P takes BP} 4—PtoQ5 
5—B to Kt 5 ch. 5—Kt to B3 
6—B takes Kt ch. 6—P takes B 
7—Ktto K2 7—B takes P 

- 8—-KttoK B3 8—O to Kt 3 
g—Castles (K R) 9-BtoR3 
10—PioO Kt 3 1o—Ki to K B3 
11—P to K 5¢ 1i—Kt to K 5 
12—B to Kt 2 12—P to Q 6 (!) 


13—P takes P 


13—Kt takes B P 
14—R takes Kt 


14—B takes R ch. 


15—K to R sq. 1I5—Bto Bg 
16—P to O4 16—B takes Kt 
17—O takes B 17—Bto K2 
18—K to Q sq. 18—R to QO sq. 
1I9—P to K R3 19—Castles (K R) 
20—Ktto R2 20—PtoK By 
21—P takes P (en pass) 21—B takes P 
22—O takes P ch. 22—K to R sq. 
23—Kt to B3 23—K R to K sq. 
24—O to Ki 4 24—PtoBy4 
25—Kito K 5 25—B takes Kt 
26—P takes B 26—R takes R 
27--O takes R 27—PtoBs 
28—O to B3 28—P takes P 
29--P takes P 29~9 to K Kt 3 (!) 
30—O to B 3 (!) 30—Pto K R3 
31-—-K to R2 31—O to B2 
32--PtoO Kr4 32—O to BS ch. 
33—K to Kt sq. 33—K to 2 sq 
34—O to K sq 34—-Y to B4 
35—B to B3 35—-Q 0 OB7 
36—K to R2 36—-R two O8 
37—O0 to K3d 37—R to O06 
38—Q takes OQ R P 38—R takes B 
39—P to K6 39-OtoKs5 
40—QO to Kt 8 ch, 40—KX to R2 
4I—K to Kt sq. 41—R to B 7 
42—O to Kt 3 42—R to B8ch.e 
43—-K to R2 43—QO to Ki 8 
44—-O to K5 44—K to R 8 ch. 
45—-K to Kt 3 45—O to O 6ch. 
46—K to R4 46—P to Kt 4 ch. 
47—K to Kt4 7-8 toO Bs ch. 
-— to B 3 48—R to B8 ch. 
49—K to Kt 3 49—O to BS ch. 
50—Q takes O aS takes Of 


and Black wins. 


: NOTES. 

@ Thisis a bit previous. It comes in better when White 
has played P to K s. 

5 4—P takes Q P is better. As it is White by this move 
justifies Black’s third move. 

¢ This does not turn out well. 1:—B to Kt 2is better. 

d A fatal mistake. 

e 427—Q takes P (K 6) is quite safe, for if 42... ~OtoQd 
3 ch., 45—Q to Kt 3 (!). 
J White resigned after a few more moves. 


STEINITZ AND LASKER IN BERLIN. 


On Tuesday evening, November 26th, at a 
meeting of the Berlin Chess Club, Mr. Steinitz 
played 34 games simultaneously. He won 32, 
drew one and lost one. At the same time in an 
adjacent room Mr. Lasker played simultaneously 
four games blindfold, winning three; and losing 
one by « slip, it was said. The former feat has 
been highly extolled, but we remember that the 
late Dr, Zukertort once said that if he hada bicy- 
cle and the Crystal Palace at his disposal he would 
engage to play an unlimited number of players 
over the board. For difficulty and brain work 
there is no comparison between simultaneous play 
over the board and simultaneous blindfold play. 


Game No. 434. 
Played by correspondence between Dr. Earle, 
of Glasgow, and Mr. C, Spray, of Nottingham. 


KIESERITZKY GAMBIT. 


WHITR, BLACK. 
Dr, Earle. Mr. C, Spray. 

1—Pto K 4 I—PtoK4 

2—PtoK Bg 2—P takes P 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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3—-Kt to K B3 
4—-PtoK R4 
5—Ki to K 5 
6—Kt takes P (Kt 4) ? 
7—Kt to B2 
8—P takes P 
9—Q to B 3 
10—P takes 4 
11—O Ki to R3 
12—P 10 B3 
13—P to QO4 
14—Kt to O 3 
15—K to B2 
16—Kt takes P 
17—B takes Kt 
18—B (B 4) to Kt§ 
19—P takes B 
20—R takes P 
21—K to Kt sq. 
22—P to Kt 3 
23—Pto K B4 
24—K takes Kt 
25——Kt to B 4 
26—K to Kt sq. 
27-—K to B sq. 
28—K to K sq. 


32—K takes R 
33—Kt to B 2 
34—R to R 8 ch. 
35—Kt to K3 
36—R to R 4 
37—K to K sq. 
38—P to QO Kt4 
39—Ki to B sq. 
4go—Kt to O2 
41—K to B2 
42—R takes R 
43—Kt to Kt 3 
44—Ki to 04 
45—K to K 2 
46—K to QO 2 
47—P takes P 


49—Kt to 04 


3—P to K Kt 4 
4—PtoK Ks 
5—Bto Kt 2 
6—Pw0Q4 
7—Kt to K2 
8—O takes P 
—O takes 
a Kt sg 3 
11—$B to K 3 
12—Castles (Q R) 
13—Kt to QO 4 


14—K R to K sq. 


15—B to B3 


16—Kt takes Kt 
17—Kt takes P (!) a 


18—B takes B 
1g9—Kt to B4 
20—R to Q 7 ch. 
21—Kt to K 6 
22—BtoQ4 


23—Kt takes B 
24—R (K sq.) to K 7 


25—K to B7 ch. 


26—R to Kt 7 - 
27—R (Q7) to B7 ch. 
28—R (O72) BP 
29—-R takes Kt P 


30—R to Kt 8 ch. 
31—R takes Reh. 
32—R to B7 


33—BtoK5§ 


34—K to 0 2 
35—R takes P 


30—P to K B4 


37—K to K 3 
38—P to 2 Kt 4 
39K to 

40—R to R 8 ch. 
41—R to R 8 (!) 
42—B takes R 
43—-Bto K 5 
44—P to R3 
45—K to g 4 
40—P to B 4 
47—K takes P 
48—K to B5 
49—P to R46 


4 


And White resigns. 


a A very good move. 


If 18—P takes Kt, B takes P ch., 
19~B to K 3, B takes Kt P, 20—Kt to B 2, B takes R, 
aimKt-talees 13, and Black has a Rook and three Pawns 
for the two pieces, with prospects of still further attack 


& Black has played the game well throughout. 


Game No. 435. 


Played by coriespondence between Mr.C. Spray, 


of Nottingham, and Dr, Earle, of Glasgow. 
FRENCH DEFENCE. 


WHITE. 

Mr. C, Spray. 
1—PwKq4' 
2—P toQO4 
3—Kt to 0 BZ 
4—P takes P 
5—Ktto K B3 
6—B to O03 
7—Castles 
8—Bto K Kt § 
o—Kt to K 2 

10—P to KR 3 
11—B takes Kt 
12—P to B3 

13—R to KK sq. 


14—Q9 10 02 
15—Kt to Kt 3 
16—R to K 3 
17—B to Kt 5 
18—B takes Kt 
19—Ktto K § 


20—P takes B 
21~—Kt to K 2 


22—P to K B 4 
23—P to 0 Kt 4 
24—Ktto O4 
25—Kt to K B 3 
26—Ki to R 4 
27—9 to K B2 
28—P to R3 
29—B P takes P 
30—Kt to B 3 
31—R to B3 
32—K takes Q 
33—Kt to 2 4 
34—R to KK Kt sq. 
35—P to K 6 
36—P to Kt 4 
37—P takes P 
38—R takes P (Kt 5) 
39—P to B5 
40—P takes P 
4I—RtoK B3 


42—Kt to B 5 ch. 
43==P to Kt 7 


REMARKS. 
The game follows the old-fashioned lines of the Freach 


BLACK. 

Dr. Earle. 
1—P to K3 
2—P 1004 
3—Ki to K B3 
4—P takes P 
5—B to O03 
6 —Castles 
7—Kt to B3 
8—Bto K3 
9—Bto Ka 

1o—Ptu KR3 
t11—B takes B 
12—O to K 5q. 
13—P to K Kt 3 
14—K to R2 
15—K to Kt 2 

1 toQ 2 
17—P to R3 
18—O takes B 
19—B takes Kt 
20—P to B 4 
21—Q toQO2 
Pw Ba 
23—PtoB5 
24—P to O Kt 4 
25—PwQOR4 
26—O to K 2 


27—K to R2 
28—P takes P 
29—R to K Kt sq. 
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defence, in which the centre pawns are exchanged, a con- 
tinuation as good as any other in Mr. Mason’s opinion. 
Black wastes some time in moving his K and Q too often, 
but has a fair game, notwithstanding, up to his 20th move, 
by which White obtains a passed pawn. Black, however, 
misses his opportunity at his 29th move. His energies 
should be directed to the advancement of his two passed 
pawns, supported by his rooks, so that 29.....R to K sq. 
should have been played. Black’s 38th move is not good; 
the Q R should have been brought into play via R 2 or 
33 he obviously at move 4o canaot teke the pawn with B 
without losing the B or being mated. White's concluding 
play is exceedingly goed. 



























































Alger (30), French cruiser, Commander Boutet, 
2gth January,—Foochow. 

Palawan, British steamer, 4,500, Gadd, Zoth 
January,—London vid ports, Mails and Genesal. 
—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Taiyuan, British steamer, 1,459, Nelson, 30th 
January,—Austealia vid ports, General.—But- 
terfield & Swire. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 31st 
Januaryy— agasaki, Ballast.—Mitsw Bishi Sha. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- 
bald, 3st January,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails 
and General.—Frazar & Co. 

Fosephine, American schooner, 16, Hausen, 31st 
Jaunary,—Sealing Cruise, Hunting outefit. — 
C. F. Fisher. 

Glenartney, British steamer, 1,943, McGregor, Ist 
February,—New York vid Suez Canal, General. 
—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Harry Morse, American bark, 1,241, J. M. Lane, rst 
Februaty,—San Francisco, Ballast.-Captain. 


STeinitz In Paris. 


Mr. Steinitz has been recently in Paris, where 
he has contested a large number of simultaneous 
games with considerable success. His visit has 
been a source of great satisfaction to the chess 
players of the “ American Paradise,” and as Mr. 
Steinitz is now an American citizen he will doubt- 
less consider that Paris is justified of her name; 
this because a handsome testimonial of £70 was 
presented to him in recognition of the pleasure 
afforded by his visit. 
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PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per French steamer Océanien, from Marseilles 
vid ports:—Mr. and Mrs. de Gimodan, 3 set- 
vants, and maid, Mr. Chiron, Mr. Futami, Mes. 
Masada, Mr. Chu Ying Hing, Mr, Da Poo Hing, 
and Mr. Schmid in cabin. - 

Per British steamer Empress of China, from 
Hongkong vid ports:—Mr. J. W. Copman, Mr. 
J. L. Meyer, Me. J. Jolinstone, Mr. J. W. Geen, 





—_—_——_——_-j~~--—-——- 
Tee NEXT MAIL IS DUB 
setencees perO.%&Q.Co, Saturday, Feb. 1st.* 
ee per P.M.Co. Tuesday, Feb. gth.t 
From Hongkong ...... per P. M. Co. Saturday, Feb. 1st.: 


From America ......... per O. & O.Co. Sunday, Feb. 16th.§ 
From Hongkong ...... per P.& O.Co. Sunday, Feb. gth. 


{4 Scom Americnx 
From America 


Brom Europe, vii 


Hongkong ...sce.ssses perM.M.Co. Sunday, Feb.16th. | Mr, and Mrs. W. I. Payne and child, Mr. W. F. 
1 Geom Hureee, a per U.P... Co. Monday, Feb. 17th. 1 ceeoieng, Mr. T. Meyerdirks, Mr. H. L. Bag- 


‘Hongkong .....0..64 per N. 1D. Uloy Wed'day, Feb. sgth 
From Hongkong ...... perc. P.R.Co. Thureday, Veb. agth. 


i 


® Afridi left San Francisco on January 1th. 1 Peru left San 
Francisco on January 18th. 2 City ef Peking left Kobe on January 
gist: § Coptic left San Prancisco via Honolulu on January s8th. 
The Kinglish mail ie on board the steamer Bellona. 


gallay, Mr, M. Pots, Mr. and Mrs, Tomimura, 
and Mr. K. Tomotsune in cabin, For Vancouver, 
B.C. :—Captain Stewart, R.E., in cabin; 3 passen- 
gers in second class, atid 134 Chinese in steerage. 
For London:—Mr. J. A. Hicks, Mr. J L. 
Moon, Mr. J. Gregson, Captain W. E. White, 
Mc. L. Ede Waller, Mc. A. H. Groom, and Mr. 


K. Shimomura in cabin. 





‘He NEXT MAIS }Baves 


For Victoria, 13.C....... per N, B.C, Tuesday, Feb. 4th. r i For New York :—Miss 
For Victoria, B.C....... per O. R.& N.Co. Tuesday, Feb. 4t!. | Lowry in cabin. . 
oar Bicspe vaehanes F.M.Go, Tuesday, Feb. ath. Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 
Thad scsssossesnosseaecsoeens per M. M. Co. Sundeyi Feb. oth. hai via ports:—Messrs. H. Tanji, Nakamura, 
Cor America ....ccccreee per OL & O.Co. uesday, Feb. sith. H H : 
Se bese Oe eG Ca: ‘maracas: Feb. aah Natsutani, and Lee Lay in cabin. 
For pongkons Earn perG P.R.Co., Monday, Feb. rth. DEPARTED. 
or Europe, vid Hong: ona . . 
kong aR RDA per N, 1. tloyd  Priday, Feb. ast. Fer British steamer Gaelic, for San Francisco :— 
For Canada, &c. ..... per. PLR. Ce, Friday, Feb. s8ih. Captain E. B. Burton, Mr. Wm. D. Bell, D.D., 








Mr. W. Engelenburg, Mr. J. S. Fearon, Mr. J. 
Goto, Surgeon-Captain Gee, Mr. and Mrs, F. 
Komp and child, Mr. Chan Fan Moore, Mes. J. 
H. Rinder, Mr. E. W. Rimmer, Mr. R. Sano, 
Mrs. C. M. Wood, Mr. Pon K. Soh, and Me. B. 
S. Pak in cabin. 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports:—Messrs. F. M. Stein, L. O. 
Stein, H. Albrecht, Captain Mitake, Captain 
Nonaka, Captain Sato, Captain Yamamoto, 
Japanese Army, Captain Y. M. Bond, Messrs. 
Henderson, T. Masuda, E. Belr, Th. Meyerditks, 
Chun Sing Kai, Davis, Johnstone, Chidley, Long 
Poy Chee, McCallum, and R. Schmid in cabin, . 
5 Europeans in third class, and 5 Chinese on deck. 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports :—Mis. Shimada, Messts. O. 
Wood, H. Janni, Alfied Hasche, C. Thwaites, 
and F. Okabe in cabin; Messrs. Takeshi Seki 
and Takahaiu Fukuji in second class, and 34 
passengers in sleerage. 

Per British steamer Palawan, for London via 
ports:—M:i, Wm. Adams, Mr. and Mis. Nishie 
gawa, Mr. and Mis. T. Dubuffet, Lieutenant 
W. B. T. Abbey, Mr. A. B. Roberton, Mt. H 
Bretschneider, Mr. P. Angier, Mrs. Tocque, Mr. 
G. H. Steele, Mr. J. M. Murray, Mr. A. Wilson, 
Mr. W. Munroe, Me. Chan Choy Lum, and Mrs. 
Black in cabin, 

Per British steamer Empress of China, for 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr. J. Gregson, Mr. A. H. 
Gioom, Mr. J. A. Hicks, Miss Lowry, Mr. HH. 
J. J. G. Moon, Captain P, G, Murray, Mr. K. 
Shimomura, Captain Stewart, R.E., Lieut. Von 
Foerster-Mittlaa, Dr. Von Foerster, Mr. L: Ede 
Waller, and Captain W. E. White in cabin; § 
passengers in second class. 


—— 











LATEST SHIPPING. 
—__-__.g————__—— 
ARRIVALS. 


Benalder, British steamer, 1,294, Thomson, 26th 
January,—London via ports, General.—Cornes 
& Co. 

Borneo, British steamer, 2,943, Wibner, 26th 
January,—London via ports, General.—P. & O. 
S.N. Co. 

Humber, British steamer, 1,365, H. C. Barchan, 
27th Januacy,—Batoum via ports, 65,000 cases 
Oil.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, Mac- 
Millan, 27th January,—Hakodate, Geveral.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 28th 
Taiiaacy,- Nagasaki, Coal.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Qcéanien, French steamer, 2,127, Schmitz, 29th 

Januacy,—Marseilles 220d December, Honge 
kong aist January, Shanghai 25th, and Kobe 
28th, Mails and General.—Messageries Mari. 

times Co. 

Inchdune, British steamer, 1,895, Purse, 29th 
January,—Antwerp, [rou and General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sominer, 

2gih January, —Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
aisha. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- 

bald, goth January,—Hongkong vid ports, 220d 

January, Mails and General.—Frazac 8c Co. 

St. Paul, American ship, 1,893, Thomson, goth 
January,—New York 16th August, 76,186 cases 
Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, Haswell, 
gist January,—Shanghat vid pots, Mails and 











30—Q to Ra General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. CARGOES. 
31—Q takes Q ch. P i : : 
= ; er British steamer Gaeltc, for San Francisco :— 
ame a a DEPARTURES. rKA. 
33 p toR 4 Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, R.N.R., suena YORK. CHICAGO, Louis. EacUs cise eae 
35—B to K sq 2sth January,—Hongkong oe Mails and | Shanghai... 200 _ - -—- —-— = 200 
= ; General.— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. Vokohama. 195 _ - =—-— — —= 195 
TP ie P . Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, | Hongkong. 147 603 ee ee aoe ee eee 
38—K to Kt 2 26th January,—-Hongkong vid ports, Mailsand| 1.4, rms pe es ee 
30—K to B3 General.—Hi. Alirens & Co., Nachf. 33-5 3 Pa - 
40—K to Kt 2 Merionethshire, British oo 1,960, Pie aan nw : 
Saeh feces - PRANCIECH. TORK, HARTFORD, totac, 
aR eto, Bsq. sr SE ea A ar ay amburg, General, Shanghai Renate Gos ae 60s 
—_RI; ‘i Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, Wm. vote oats ee. ia es 
aS PIRCe eRe: Crichton, 28th fogsare-Shanieiel via ports, ne —_— eo fee Rey 
Mails and General.<-Nippon Yusen Kaisha. Votal cue | 06200 — ‘1,200 
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Per German steamer Hohensgoller 
kong vid ports:—Raw Silk for 


Waste Silk for Europe, 234 bales. 


n, for Hong- 


Europe, 99 bales; 


Per British steamer Palawan, for Londow via 


ports :—Silk, 254 bales; Waste Silk, 


45 bales. 


Per British steamer Empress of China, for 


Vancouver, B.C. :— 
TRA. 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 


CANADA, AND AND PACIFIC OIMER TOTAL. 
west, faar, COAST. CITIAS, 
Hongkong = - - - 36 36 
Calcutta ...... — _ — 377 = 377 
Fouchow ...... 409 _ — 10 _ 519 
Shanghai ...... —_ -- _ 125 _ 125 
Yokohama ... 432% _ = _ a= 328 
ee eee ooo 
Total ....=0 737 oa — 612 36 = 1,385 
SILK. 
NEW YORK. OTHRBR CITIES. TOTAL. 
Hongkong & Canton 49 ae inidndane 39 
SMORONRS serisniseserscs, BOP* acressnes ath” "ean sanien 297 
Yokohama BS xakievias _ 45 
ROR isis ck: essences” SRE — . 8gt 


eee tee eto wee ae 
— tee 





LATEST COMMERC 


———__ 
IMPORTS, 





TAL. 


There is not much change to note in this mar- 


ket. With a hardening exchange 


buyers hope 


fora tur of prices in their favour and do not 
seem inclined to operate beyond actual neces- 
sities, and those are kept down apparently to the 


lowest practicable point, 


Quotation 
but easy. 


COTTON PIRGH 


s unchanged 


GOODS, 


Pam rieca, 


Grey Shistings—3§ 0h, shh yds. qyinches $2.30 to 2.90 


Grey Shirtinga—olh, 38) yds. gsinches 
P, Cloth 7th, 24 yards, 42 inches 
ludigo Shirtinys—12 yards, 4ginches,. 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, yo inches,, 
Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Wack, 

WR BARE Syd cineds <cadts nck sieiccnesednc, 


tee eee 


Velvets—Black, 35 yards, azinches 

Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, §2-3 inches,, 

VurkeyReds—a.oto 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 
sO inches ........... 

Vurkey Reds—2.8 
O06 WRENS tiie macaniuGscarhec, 

Purkey Reds—3,8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 
BE WEOROS its ccaseeidicsncs epoca sit a, 

Vurkey Reds—4.8 to sth, 24/25 yards, 
SS EBOON iis ord bie'ponca coe 


to 31h, 24/25 yards, 


WOOLLENS. 
Flannel...., O00 000 000 00s 000 065088 040 008 00 000 ace 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches hest 


2.75 
1.70 


to 3.30 
to 2.00 
1.90 to 2.40 
2.00 (3 3.75 
PEG YAUD,. 
0.16 too.a9 
PER Pino, 
8.-0 to 10,00 | 
0.75 '% 0.90 


1.60 to 4.75 


1.85 to 2,10 
2.35 to 2.65 
agoto 3.30 


Pan YARD, 


f0.30 tv 0.474 


0.3§ too.4t 
italien Cloth, 30 yatds, 42 inches 
Bn, ee ey tresses 930 t0 0,335 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 
Common tet ssesteeseceeserseterssurersers 0 9§ 10 0.97) 
Mousseline de l.aine—Crape, apyards, 
nee ih beat teereeee O.9§ tug.22 
Gloths—Pilots, 54 @ sKinches ... “35 too.so 
Cloths—Prenidents, 51 @SGinches .. 0.60 to 0.fig 
Clotha—Union, 5; 2 §6 inches ......... 0.40 t0 0.70 
Mankets—Scorlet and Green, 3 to 5th, 
DATE res-fesresxis S000 cee ceeseececsssese 0.60 bes °.7§ 
COLTON Va ris, PeR ricuL. 
‘tua. 16:44, Singles og 38-00 to 40.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles .......0+....0....,, 42.00 to 44.50 
Nos. 38/42, Singles ............. 44-50 to 45.50 
WON: $0, COMBO bse 80 ces sav sdodding oe 45-00 to 46.50 
Nos. 42, Doubles 0.00... cc ceccce cs. se 51.00 to 53.00 
Nos. 2/60, Plait... ic. .00 00.0000, sess 70.00 t0 74.00 
Nos. 2/80, P _itttteeesscseeees 84,00 to 86.00 
Ge. 01060, PURI sac ces éieecs ive sdacie c, 105.00 to 108.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed........... tiveeeareess 79,00 t0 82.00 
ew, 2 Be, Gee si sassisces, cess acdc 95-00 to 99.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed ......... - 120,00 to 125.00 


MICTALS, 
Some demand, but the business is 
brisk. Buyers will not operate too 


sent; but as the spring advances there shou! 


more trade all round. 


lat Wars, § DOOM is siti bacecantee We 
Flat Bars, 4 inch... #00 000 008 ences tee eee bee vee 
Rousd and square up to 2 inch 
fron Plates, ansorted.............. 
SSE: CWO & acs asicias ove tin cated., 
Galvanized Iron sheets abe a66bhdaGb bacdan sen 
Wise Nails, ansorted ............ 
lin Plates, per box ibaleesueu bie oak 
Pig Iron, No.4 ....., dubWsebveiebsnneeeias’ as 


KEROSENE, 

No change of any oan le 
noue too large, notwithstanding fres! 
steamer Humber and ship St. Paul. 
tending in buyers favour, 
important business. Holders are 
afford to wait their opportunity, 

American SOR Oe nee eee ee tee cae *O8 bee eee nee Nom. 

Russian... Tee SOO OES OOe EEO Hee wae eee see eee eee kb WORT, 

Langa... ...s00rcscooterseessecsssss see oo NOM, 

SUGAR, 

Brown—Fair business at 

White—Stocks are in stron 


eee tea tee 
eee eee eee 


+ tee eee ree 


Fee eee eee eee 


str 


last 
hands 


. $3.20 


by no means 
freely at pre- 
be 


PER FICuUL, 
to 4.45 
to 3.30 
3-20 to 3.30 
3.50 to 3.65 
4:30 lo 4.50 
9.00 to 9.50 
-40 to 5.80 
‘60 to 5-90 
-60 to 1.65 


3-25 


The stock is 
' arrivals per 
Exchange is 


but that does not induce 


‘ong and can 


$2.40 to 8.45 
2.40 
2.20 to 2.40 


quotations, 
and buyers 


must pay quotations for anything they require. 
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PEA vleut, 
drown Takau .......... 


Brown Manila ...... vee, $4.80 to 5.00 





Brown Daitong (New) ........ 3.70 to 3.75 
Brown Canton ..........c000. cee - 3.95 to 4.60 
White Java and Penang ......c00.000.., 6.70 to 6.80 
White Refined... oo. cee 6.50t0 9.50 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 

Dull market, with small business at sagging 
prices. Holders grumble much at the present 
state of affairs and assert that these quotations 
show them heavy losses. Stock undiminished, 
although arrivals are scanty, as usual at this time 
of the year, 

QUOTATIONS —(NEW SILK.) 
Filatures—Ixtra gt, toli2 den, ........ $840 to 8s0 
Filatures—EExtra 03/15, 14/16 den...Nom. ~- 
Filatures—No, 4, to/14 deniers... 
Filatures—=No. 6, 63/15, 84/86 det... cscs 


8co to Bio 
790 to 800 


fee tee tee wee 


Filatures—=No. 14, 10/14 deniers ............ 750 to 770 
Filatuces—No. 4, 63/16, t4/t7zdlen, 4. 740 to 750 
FilaturesNo. 2, 10/15 denier... ..cccceeces 740 tO 750 
Filatuces—No. 2, 14/18 deniers ........sss... 740 to 730 
Re-reels—No, 1, 03/15, 14/16 den,,,.Nom, _ 

Re-reels—No. a4, 13/16, 14/t7 deniers...... 740 to 750 
Re-reels—=No. 2, 64/18 deniers ............... 720 to 730 
Re-reelsNo, a4, 14/18 deniers ...... ..... 700 to 710 
Re-reels——No. 3, 13/90 deniers.............0. 680 to 690 
Kakedas—Extra ........, .. Nom. od 

1 eciet had gga aR Me een OE 725 to 730 
WOON R MOK. FF sieaseetessciviticerssscansvecs, 700 to 705 
€ alee das—NO. 2 iiccccccccessesseseee bieeasi eae _ 


K aed as—oNo. 36 ooo... icc cce cesses cesses, eeserint 
WASTE SILK. 


No change for the better yet. Some business 


is done at irregular prices, but nothing of great 
inoment, 

QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 
Noshi—Filature, Best PeErrerrerreerer Tit | 
NoshimFilature, Good ... 660.00 ccc cec ccc coe ose 105 
NoshimOshu, Hest... .....cccc ccs sce ee puesense 299 
NoshimOshu, Good ,....... stistennes 316 
NoshimOshu, Medium ..........00sce ses aseese 200 
Noshi—Shinahu, Best ..... sitseaipadieanees 
NoshiShinshu, Good wo... ccc coc cce coc cee eee 65 
Noshi—Bushu, Best .............c0cesecseeeses 130 
Noshi—Bushu, Good ....cccccssscsecsessesce 210 
Noshi—mBushu, Medium... .......cc...cceeeecce 100 
NoshimJoshu, Good ..........cccceccesssseeeae 60 
NoshimJoshu, Fate .........ccsccesescencee ces 55 
KibisomFilature, Best ......ccesceecascce cee 95 
KibisomFilature, Seconds .......... 85 


rEA, 
No good news in this market : a trifling business 
continues, and the position generally is unchanged, 


to 
to 
to 120 





PER PICUL, 

ChICESE 0... sevssssersereresesseeses senses seseeseee $$O tO $32 
CROER 21. cre sesvceccsses seneseseeicomssicosiacenscons 298 0 29 
POSE csi veered eekeractighskssnecthewsiaanthtes evan: Oh ib 27 
OI is shcison en stb lab aeaesidevce « S24 to 25 
CBOE PROUT IO sevens acsievane cascerssessracvschicn 89.00 23 

FRM: sccscéssen ss vibseesey Soviamrasiesesnivensn 26 OS. oh 
Good Common... .0000. sssesecscsscccccesccs senses 89 £0 1g 
Common .. .......... sestereesenseseserees 1660 ty 





BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, January 3oth, 
Mail advices from China, dated the 21st and 
22nd inst., report no change of any interest in the 
share market. 
The rise in H. & W. Docks is said to be due to 
a rumour that the Company has netted a profit, 








143 
ae ae 
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| together with the balance brought forwaid from 


the last half year, amounting to over 5 lacs, and 
that this sum will be distributed as follows s—12°%/, 
dividend, which will absorb about $187,000, carry 
to equalization of dividend fund, $200,000, bonus 
to contiibutors of business $20,000, bonus to em- 
ployés 10°/,, and about $50,000 cairy forward to a 
new account. The result must be considered 
satisfactory, and what with the work on the 
Onsang, which struck the Dunmail Rock on the 
20th instant, higher rates are look for. 

The sesult of the December crushing of the 
Raub Mines has been wired to Hongkong; 3,761 
tons of ore yielding 1,868 ounces of smelted gold, 

North Chinas have declined, sales having been 
effected’ at Tis. 220, Charbonnages are weaker 
with sellers at $272,50. Hongkong Fires have 
improved and $287.50 has been paid for shares, 
More shares are in demand at this rate. 

Local stocks unchanged. Bretts, O:iental Hotels, 
Founders’ and Ordinary, Grand Hotels, Brew- 
eries, Iron Works, and Debentures of all kinds 
are wanted at quotations. Club Hotels can be 


had at $60. 
January 31st. * 


The tise in H. & S. Banks has resulted in busi 
ness locally from Hongkong at current rate. 

Mail advices from Hongkong dated the 23rd 
instant report business in H. & W. Docks at 156 
per cent. premium for 3oth April delivery; in 
China & Manilas at $70, and Hongkong Hotels 
at $19 for cash. 

The H.C. & M. Steamboat Co.'s profit for the 
half year will be employed as follows Writing 
off fiom the value of the “ Powan” and « White 
Cloud ”’ $45,000; carrying forward to a new ac- 
count $5,000 and the payment of a dividend of 
$1.30 per share. Shares were in demand on the 
23rd at $36, but sellers held. for $36.50. Our wire 
of the 24th quoted sales at the latter rate. 





EXCHANGE. 


Rates of exchange have generally inclined upe 
wards during the week, but yesterday silver was 
reported 2 lower, though no alteration in rates 
took place, 

a/1t 


Sterling—Bank cA IPT IOLIOTr ETT ETT 
— Bills on demand... see 2/1# 
2/It§ 


— 4 months’ sight 


_ Private 4 months’ sight ... 2/2} 
—_ — 6months’ sight ,,, 2/2} 
On Paris—Bank sight Se eee eee eee eee cee 2.69 


On L.yons—Private 4 months’ sight... 
On Hongkong—Bank SGM ih ivcsccccsass 
_- Private rodays’sight. 
Ou Shanghai—Bank sight 
Private 10 days’ sight, 
On India—Bank sight snaseweseneisbawes 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 
On America—Bank Bills on demand. 524#@t 
Private 30 days’ sight.. 534 
4 months’ sight 542@3 
On Germany—Bank sight ore ese ove one 2. 17@8 
Private 4 months’ sight... 2.224 
Bar Silver CLOUO ORY soeces sitace da: eeenes 30} 


a 723 
182 


184% 


 Apollinaris 





“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 





“ More 


wholesome 


e—X—S 


than any 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 


THE TIMES. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTEREIBID & SwWiRk, 
YOKOHAMA. 


August 3rd, 1895. 


Digitized by Coc gle 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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THAMES ELECTRIC & STEAM LAUNCH? 


BOO eer" 


—NOT “MADE IN GERMANY”! 
qeln Oy 
THE FINEST 
as ENGLISH MAKE. S 


EAU DE COLOGNE. 








More Fragrant; More Lasting; and "ELECTRIC LAUNCH “GLOW-WORM,” 59ft. by Tf. sin. 
very much More Refreshing Are prepared to Estimate and Furnish Drawings | Builders of Electric Charging Stati Floati 
: é : a “ ging Stations, Floating 
than the German kinds. and Specifications for Launches in Wood, Steel, || or Stationary ; and makers of all required fittings 


Delta Metal, or Composite, either with Steam or 
Electric Power—Speed from 6 to 20 miles per hour ; : : 
—also Tugs, and Stern Wheelers, which, if required, | A selection of Electric Launches always ready 
will be prepared and constructed in Sections. || for prompt delivery, of which particulars will be 
Launches of specially Light Draught constructed | forwarded on application to 
for Shallow Waters. 
Electric and Steam Pinnaces for Harbour or | W. S. SARGEANT, ».1.M.E., 
Ferry purposes. 


and equipments. 


use ATKINSON'S on xy, 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 

Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 

Label and usual “‘ Wurre Rose’ Trade Mark. Of 

all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & KE. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


. 
ofai x ee 
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| 


——— ee 
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- Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 





9 
PLP a i a te ttt 


Bs. ILKMAI]) 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


——e he “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
7 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
\CONDENSED MI In the process of manufacture nothing but 
foe, wm, oth] water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has bcen abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 








London, England. 


Railway & Tramway Material. 





Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 












Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 








Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


Pade RANE te iis ea 
THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samuet Barer, in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu 
aries in Abyssinia,” says—‘‘! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and | hadthe best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out @ 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 


S 








And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 





plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties they e - = ; 
create’ an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

t +4 ie 

em of their value a MEAT-FLAVOURING 





STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. ¥ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climat 
T» be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. green” arythew ose 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on !Application to Office of this Paper. 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and nicerations 
of all kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, caring 
skin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Cooper, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘‘l had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl andany quantity of pews- 
and the demand became so great that 1 was obliged to lock up 
he small remaining “stock,” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World. May rst, 1890. 


“MONEY,” 
A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Aunual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Kingdom, Ditto, 2gs., to any part of the World. 


Qffices—Bishopsgate House, London, £.C. 
Cable Address: Dinero, London, 


June 14th, 1895. 


(I aera ee eee 
THE PROCEEDINGS| BOARDING HOUSE 


OF THE 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIRT FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


tx Boox Form. 











ISS H.G. BRITTAN, 2, 
HE “ Proceedings” include EPITOMISED M RITTAN, 2, Bluff, Yokohama. 


DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- MALES RApGy LO TECSINE KOE ReCONNRED: 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of date Missionaries and others during their stay 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of | in Yokohama. 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of 
the Session. 


“MONEY ”’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 
and swindles. 

MONEY” is tus Journal for Investors, Speculators and 
Business men. 


Trexms:—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 


“MONEY” is a thoroughly up-to-date Record f all Fi iat - 
and Business waee J on ale PRICE Sl made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 
‘“* MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, ae Missionaries 

cli co - Sr but is absolutely free, independent, To be obtained at the Office of the Fapan ; 

and honest, Mail. No. 51. Main Street. August oth, 1895. 


CE SHEETS o Assurance, Banking, Manufacturing 
Shipping, rte Trust Companies, are fearlessly and |} ——————————— — 
impartially criti in“ : : mes 
A gectiaup crticiees (x “ HIGES Printed and Published for the Prorriztor at $1, Main Street, Settlement, by James Evtacotr Brace, of No, 58, Blof, 
ugust 3, 1895. Yokohama.—SaTuRDAY, Fasruary 1, 1896. 
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Original 1 
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Digitized b\ (Co gle 






Che Hapan Ceckly Mail: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 





No. 6.) UM tweraren YOKOHAMA, FEBRUARY 8tu, 1896. Ae eRE=E8 Vor. XXV. 
CONTENTS. slight amendments: the House of Peers has the | mated cost amounts to yes 1,600,000. Some 

SUMMARY OF NEWS a.crsssccnssssosseersersssscsoensassczcussssccenaussosooraee ™45! Supplementary Budget for the 28th fiscal year {residents in Tottori, Hyogo, and Shimane Pre- 

sp eerie VaerNaCuULaR Press DURING THR Wark .. 146 now under consideration fectures are preparing a petition for a Govern- 

cr aiei nae mene eer ment charier to organize a railway with a capital 

Tae Lisenacs in THR House op Representatives... sso 348 Tue death ig announced of Professor Kawata, | of yen 8,000,000. ————-— 

Dogtructive Fiam ON THR BLUPP oii... cccscscesssescescsseceseces 148 | Court Councillor, which took place in Tokyo | Viscount HIGAsHizono, a Chamberlain, was 


Tue Minister or Home Arvrairs 


COR + CCRT er enesesontersenscserensereee 
SOCCER SES Oee eed ETELEH CONTE DONE EETSOEDaeEDesEteesesessseoeeneses 
SM COSCO TOCEDOeeacororeceneeneeeeOeereecesoneee 
seeesccneceseonues 
eoceee 


POP eeeeeseedsansessarecsors 


THe Homes Minister's RESIGNATION s:, scosccocecesccree adevedtectees 
Tokyo CuamsBer or COMMERCE AND THE Busingss Tax. 
Osirvdry 


OS = COOOOM Re Dee Sesser ONE CaSO S ETTORE dT CeEOESHOSSOOEEES SHLEHHLERS SHEED 


Leapino ARrtTiciEs — 
The Hiroshima Preliminary Tribunal! and Viscount Miura 199 
A Telegraphic Service for Yokohama : 


SRO eee err oataeseetnsceseaseeee 









The Hyogo Land Case ...... . sssssseonee ai cbbceo sassecdanseiacevavens 156 
Makers of Sporious History  ... rsrccocccsrosvses ssovessscsscvensvece 357 
Adouiral Sir Edmund Fremantle 0.0... ...ccscscsssceneseceevesces bat: 
VORUBAMA TRLEGRAPHIC SERVICE seccccsesecceccsecsssencenerecscscecee . 359 
UaePBRial Diet ....0::ccccosscrsesccnscccecsvccnccccnscssctassseeseneccsconessoes 360 
Korean NWS. ...ccossccsesceceree ececcccroecscese cacceocsccessesccescacecee eos 166 
NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN TOPICS crcsscssscsesscncsvscrarcescovessaconssoess 2 367 
© ADMIRAL M°CLURR ccccccccsescssssensssesecs coeseseeseesescessensosecs 167 
ITALY IN ABYSBINIA .ccscrsscccsrcsccscssccrcsconccssceesseosesascosserncvaceces 167 
MM. AND MADAME OviDB MUBIN,..cccscssecssssrsccssscccecorees + cavseeees 167 
Tee GERMAN TRICMPH ...cccccccssvssscsscecsssccsoess: sescenccsccacescenees 164 
Trim VENEZURLAN QUBSTION... ccssssesssseoese-sesensssseesseses enesesees 3167 
CorassPonDaXce — 
The Venezuela Question ...rccccsscecsessssensscenseensossssesvenseenes » 168 
Information Wanted .......ccccsscsssoccssssscscssscvrecssccessescarcosses 168 
Monroe and Cleveland .......ssesscosssses - scossescssscee-coesseaenses 368 
The Venezuela Disgrace .......ccscccccccsresccsersceceesersee aeceeses 269 
Tus EoR Gan Case crcrcssccsccccsccsnsesescecveoes Peeeecscevencccecevssccoses 190 


NTARY Bop 


sebeedsneveusevasesicbeeess vésiedsnedaee-veebedeusas:biseessecstsesase 273 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


—— 





Li Suun-yvo has become a member of the Zoho 
Kyokai (Oriental Society). 


A Masonic Barr will be given in Yokohama 
on March rath (Mi Caréme). 


Tar first of the local sealing fleet has left 
Yokohama for the sealing grounds. 


Nagasaki harbour is crowded with foreign 
men-of-war, nearly a score being now in port. 


Tuere have been some exceptionally heavy falls 
of snow at Hakodate and North Japan this week. 


Count Kapayama is expected back from For- 
’ mosa shortly, his health having been undermined. 
H.I.M. the Empress-Dowager has announced 
her intention of leaving Tokyo for Hayama on 
the 8th inst. 


Tue Budgets, ordinary and extraordinary, have 
passed the House of Representatives with but 









on the 2nd inst. 


MarsHaL Marquis YAMAGATA entertained the 
Ministers of State and a number of military 
Officers on the 31st ult. 


One hundred and sixteen houses, many shrines 
and public offices were destroyed by fire in 
Sakura, Chiba Prefecture, on the 1st inst. 


Tue deaths are announced of Mr. Suyehiro 
Shigeyasu, and Mr. Toda Kumahiko, both 
members of the Lower House of the Diet. 


1iscounT Nomura, Minister of Home Affairs, 
as resigned and Mr. Yoshikawa, Minister of 
ustice, holds the portfolio temporarily. 


Tue Government has refused to entertain the 
proposal of the Sanyo Railway Company to sell 
to it the Tokaido Railway, the State line from 
Tokyo to Kobe. 


H.I.H. Prince Fusurmi, who will represent the 
Emperor of Japan at the Coronation of the Czar, 
has been entertaining some Russian naval 
officers during the week. 


Tue military authorities having decided to send 
some surveyors to Korea, Mr. Awaya and a few 
Other experts have been ordered to proceed to 


xx | the peninsula. 


Mr. Ovamapba, President of the Ota Railway 
Co., was arrested in the capital on the 3rd inst. 
It is said that this arrest is connected with the 
iron pipe scandal. 


Tue cutting of the Shinyoshida Creek in Yoko- 
hama has been completed, and passed official 
inspection on the rst inst. Water was let into 
the creek on the 3rd inst. 


Tue Skating Club gave two moonlight dancing 
parties on Friday and Saturday evenings. The 
attendance was-large and the quadrilles were 
gracefully executed by the lady members. 


THE graduation ceremony of the Naval Pre- 
paratory School at Motozonocho, Kojimachi, 
Tokyo, took place onthe rstinstant. Nineteen 
persons presented themselves for honours, 


HE Japanese population in Séul and Ninsen, 
orea, at the end of last year was as follows: 
S6ul, 1,114 males and 725 females in 500 
amililies; Ninsen, 2,801 males and 1,540 
emales in 705 families. 


Tue Yokohama Cricket and Athletic Club has 
accepted Kobe’s challenge in the Interport Foot- 
ball match, and the game will be played in the 
Southern port during the Chinese New Year 
holidays. —_-_—- 

Tue election of half the members of the Kana- 
gawa Prefectural Assembly passed off quietly. 
In Tokyo, however, the soshé were much in 
evidence, and several affrays took place, ten 
arrests being afterwards made. 





Some changes are expected in the personnel of 
the Home Department in consequence of Vis- 
count Nomura’s resignation: Mr. Sonoda, Su- 
perintendent-General of the Metropolitan Police 
will probably be one of the first to be removed. 


RaILWay projects are springing up everywhere. 
An application has been made for official per- 
mission to construct a railway from Alsuta to 
Izumi vid various towns in Aichi and Gifu 
Prefecture, a distance of 38 miles. The esti- 
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dispatched by the Emperor on the 6th inst. to 
the residence of the late Mr. Kawata with an 
Imperial present to the family of the deceased. 


A MERTING of the promoters of the Yokohama 
Silk Merchant's Fire Insurance Co. was held on 
the 3rd inst., at which the capital was fixed at 
yen 10,000,000, to be raised iu 10,000 shares 
of yen 100 each. 


REUTER telegraphs :—Austria and Italy are 
seeking to reconcile Great Britain and Ger- 
many. It is believed that a tracit agreement 
exists for a Russian occupation of Armenia with 
a view to restore order. Russian support will 
be granted to Turkey in case of certain events, 
such as the British Fleet entering the Dar- 
danelles. Lord George Hamilton, Secretary of 
State for India, has stated that he is confident 
an honourable and satisfying settlement of the 
Venezuelan question is in sight, thanks to the 
conciliatory attitude of America. Great Britain 
would oppose any interference with her colonies 
in South Africa with her whole anited force. 
The Canadian Government is going to expend 
half a million dollars in drilling the: entire 
militia this year. The Hon. Richard Olney, 
Secretary of State of the United States, has ad- 
vised Venezuela to reopen negotiations with 
Great Britain. The Italians have evacuated 
Makaleh, taking their arms and munitions of 
war. The Negus Menelek, of Abyssinia, is 
treating for peace. Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, 
Secretary for the Colonies, speaking at Birm- 
ingham, stated that there were signs of the 
political storm abating, and Germany's un- 
provoked hostility was passing away. ‘The 
German papers refer to the action of the 
Emperor William as a splendid triumph over 
Great Britain, and the German press continues 
its virulent attacks upon Great Britain. The 
Senate of the United States has adopted an un- 
limited Silver Coinage Bill which replaces the 
House of Representatives’ Bonds Bill. 


THERE is no improvement to chronicle in the 
condition of the Import trade. Yarns and Shirt- 
ings are as dull as ditch-water, and Fancy 
Cottons the same, the only thing enquired for 
during the week being Black Velvets. The 
Metal trade is unchanged, there being only a 
small business at recent quotations. Holders 
of Kerosene appear to be weakening somewhat, 
and buyers lie quiet, waiting for a concession. 
Thete’has been another arrival from New York, 
but it would not take long to reduce the stock if 
buyers could deal on the terms offered. There 
has been a moderate business in Sugar, but ar- 
rivals have been about equal to sales, and the 
stock is kept up to 40,000 piculs. The de- 
mand is now small, and prices are easy with 
a downward tendency. The Silk trade is quiet, 
there being but few offers, and these not up to 
the ideas of holders. The new season is ap- 
proaching, and the time is gradually shortening 
in which to work off the stock.on hand. The 
spriug reeling will be in operation as soon as the 
temperature admits of work, anda mild and early 
spring would bring in large parcels to increase 
the present stock on this market. Small basi- 
ness in the Waste Silk trade, but holders are not 
strong. There is nothing doing in Tea, and 
nothing can yet be said about the new crop, 
but if the recent cold spell we have had is much 
further prolonged, we shall look for a delay in 
budding and a late segson. Rates of Exchange 
have not fluctuated much during the week, and 
the tendency has been upward. 
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’ masse. Such a paltry contention serves only 
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‘ment Bill and the Bill for the Establishment of 
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the Progressionists would have burned their 
ships before coming within{certain reach of port. 


The advice offered by the F1y¢ to the. politi- 
cians of the Opposition is very interesting, 
coming as it does from a perfectly independent 
eutsider, It expresses surprise that such great 
efforts should be made to achieve so valueless 
a result, for it holds that as human affairs become 
more and more complicated, and individual free- 
dom grows more developed, political views must 
naturally develop diversity, and politicians must 
group themselves into small bodies. In proof 
of this the #/#, strange to say, cites the cases 
of England, Germany, and the United States, 
and recommends the sections of the Opposition 
to remain separate in general, and to unite 
when their interests point in a common direction. 


t 
# * 


The same paper makes several useful sug- 
gestions in connection with the Navigation En- 
couragement Bill, which has passed the House 
of Representatives with only slight modifications, 
and is now in the hands of the Upper House. 
Briefly stated, the F4:’s contention is that the 
subsidy should be extended to all steamets 
judged seaworthy, and should not be limited, 
as proposed in the Bill, to those built within 5 
years from the time of the new law’s operation ; 
that the subsidy should be increased as the 
length of voyage increases; and that the mini- 
mum limit of tonnage proposed by the Govern- 
ment—namely 1,000 tons—is too high, inas- 
much as the Yangtze, along which are situated 
several ports newly opened for commerce, can 
not be navigated by steamers above 1,000 tone, 
Altogether the Zéj# thinks that, at first, the 
subsidy should be granted liberally, so as truly 
to encourage the development of navigation 
and ship-building, and that a law containing so 
many restrictions as that now before the Diet, 
should be enforced after ship-building and 
maritime enterprise have obtained a fair stage 
of development. 


to whether the interest of the nation would be 
promoted by revelations such as must have re- 
sulted from the Premier’s answering the con- 
templated questions. No discernment of the 
kind was exercised. On the contrary, it was 
next proposed that the debate on the Budget 
should be deferred until the Premier presented 
himself as desired. Np procedure could have 
been more precipitate and ill-judged. The 
Liberal organ recommends that members so 
prone to accuse the Cabinet of want of pru- 
dence and reflection, should consider what kind 
of a Cabinet men like themselves would make. 


The Nippon wishes to show an object lesson 
to the Cabinet Ministers, the topic of instruction 
being h oresign. The lesson is the sudden 
and prompt resignation of the ex-Home Mini- 
ster. Nowadays, says the organ of all extreme 
views, many Ministers of State show a tendency 
to play the farce of ‘‘ herpie-rettrement,” send- 
ing in applications to resign, and then retiring 
to Odawara or Hakone, where they impatiently 
await the coming of aCaqurt Messenger. Then 
they are easily persuaded to titnk again about 
their sham resolution, and are finally induced 
to return to the capital and resume office, vainly 
seeking to persuade the public that, in deference 
to the gracious wishes of the Severeign, they 
have been obliged to abandon their original in- 
tention of resigning. Amid all these farces of 
‘‘ heroic retirement,” the conduct of Viscount 
Nomura was noteworthy. On the rst instant 
he left his official residence, and on the very 
next day his resignation was accepted. Sach 
promptitude may have been partly due to the 
Viscount’s comparative insignificance in the 
Cabinet, but his own singléness of purpose and 
courage of opinion must have had much to do 
with the result. The Wippon regards him as 
a commendable contrust to his wavering and 
simulating colleagues. 
* « 

The Liberals are apparently pleased with 
the Home Minister's resignation, and not 
without cause, for many persons believe that 
the incident was brought about by a conflict of 
views between them and the Viscount. While 
protesting against any such inference, the Li- 
beral organ admits that if the alleged conflict of 
views was really respousible, the fact must be 
hailed with unfounded satisfaction, since, far 
from weakening the hold of the Liberals upon 
the Cabinet, as the former’s rivals aver, the 
event should be counted an indication that the 
alliance between the two is becoming stronger 
and firmer. 


" Despite the asseverations of all the organs of 
the Opposition, the prospect of a complete fu- 
sion of the parties arrayed against the Cabinet 
does not seem certain. One reason for doubt 
is the issue of a circular by the Amalgamation 
Committee, appealing for the support of the 
public at large. The very necessity for issuing 
such a circular must be taken as indicating 
that the project has not yet reached maturity. 
Recent rumours of Cabinet changes have not 
brightened the vistaofamalgamation. The Chuo 
says that if, as political prophets seem confident, 
Count Matsukata should take the place of 
Marquis Ito, a cordial alliance, or indeed any 
form of alliance between the Constitutional 
Reformists and the Progressionisis would be 
out of question, except in the highly improbable 
event of Count Okuma’s consenting to sit in the 
new Cabinet. The two statesmen are not on 
cordial terms, and, moreover, quite a large 
mumber of the Reformists are ready to rally 
round the ex-Premier. If the Progressionists 
and Reformists can not coalesce, the amalga- 
mation scheme must be abandoned. The Pro- 
gressionists would then find themselves in an 
awkward if not a ridiculous, position, for in 
order to hasten the movement of their tardy 
allies towards amalgamation, and to remove any 
ground of suspicion that they themselves were 
seeking to reap a lion’s share of the benefits 
accruing from the fusion, they have formally 
broken up their organization and are no longer 
a recognised political association. On the other 
hand, it is most unlikely that such’clever men as 


THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
a 

The safe paggageof-the-Bedget through the 
House of Represeutativen: practically in the 
form of its presentation by the Government, 
has evoked no comment from the press, prob- 
ably because it was a foregone conclusion. 
None the less, as the first inst of such com- 
plaisance on the part o the Power House, 
the event deserves special record. The Nich 
Nichi alone makes a short remark on the sub- 
ject. While praising the House of Represen. 
tatives for endorsing the Government's financial 
views, our contemporary reminds the members 
that several new measures, financial and other 
wise, formulated by the Government, now await 
the approval of the House, and that, unless 
those measures become law, the appropriations 
set down in the Budget can not be made, and 
the labour and good will of the House will prove 
futile. 

e@ ™ a] 

The Mainichi is making itself quite ridicu- 
lous by its readiness to size every pretext, good, 
bad, or indifferent, for altacking the Ministry. 

* ® ; 
The withdrawal of the Municipal Govern- 


Musashi Prefecture now serves the Progression- 
ist organ as a stick for the usual beating. It 
holds that though the Department of Home 
Affairs was directly responsible for the with- 
drawal of the projects, that is not sufficient, 
seeing that they were submitted in the guise of 
Government measures. Hence the Cabinet 
must recognise its responsibility and resign en 


to lower the party that the Masnichs represents 
in the eyes of discerning folks. From the 
retrocession of the Liaotung Peninsula to the 
withdrawal of one or two Government Bills isa 
steep descent. 
ene 

On the other hand, the withdrawal of the Bills 
is regarded with satisfaction by the Liberal 
organ, the Zokyo Shimbun, which expects, 
further, that the Government will prove itself 
equally magnanimous in the matter of abolish. 
ing the special municipal system in Tokyo, 
Osaka, and Kyoto. 


* 
* @ 

The decision of the Investigation Committee 
of the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, with re- 
ference to’ the Govertiment’s financial mea- 
sures, has evoked strongly unfavourable cri- 
ticism from the Wichi Nichi, the decision being 
stigmatized by our contemporary as the vague 
ulterance of a stadent entirely unworthy of such 
a grave and important body as the Tokyo 
Chamber, and not at all adapted to the object 
in view. Our contemporary writes thus sweep- 
ingly because It thinks, as indeed our re- 
cently published translation of the decision 
indicates, that the Committee confined its 
remarks solely to the broad question of na- 
tional finance, which properly falls within the 
province of the Executive and the Legisla- 
ture, and altogether neglected to discharge its 
own function, namely, the enumeration of de- 
tails such as might prove useful to the two great 
branches of the Administration for purposes of 
reference. For instance, the Committee con- 
tents itself with alleging that the additional 
burden contemplated by the Government is too 
heavy to be borne by the people without retard- 
ing the development of the national resources, 
But that is exactly the point concerning which 
the Government and the Legislature, and in- 
deed everybody concerned about the interests 
of the country, want to be informed accurately. 
They want to know, as fully and as minutely as 
possible, how far the burden may be increased 
without affecting the growth of national prosperity, 
for no one can imagine that the people have al- 
ready been taxed to the utmost limit of their capa 
city. The Committee does not give any informa- 
tion at all onall these important points, but has 
simply declared itself unable to share the views 
of the Government in the matter of imposing 
additional taxes. Yet, the Wichs Nich? is not 
surprised that the Chamber’s Committee for- 
mulated such a vague conclusion, inasmuch as 
its inquiries were conducted on the postulate 
that, essential as the expansion of the national 
defence may be, measures involving such an ad- 
dition to the burden of taxation as to retard the 
development of commerce and industry, should 


* 
* 2 

The organs of rival parties are wide as the 
poles apart in their views about the recent ac- 
tion of the Opposition in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, when a motion was introduced 
requiring the presence of the Premier to give 
information with reference to practical problems 
arising ont of the War. The Alainichi, of course, 
declares that the Premier's refusal to comply 
with such an irregular procedure was an act 
not only inconsiderate towards the House, but 
also highly calculated to curtail the bene- 
fits of a constitutional form of Government. 
It is true that the Opposition’s method of seek- 
ing information was not in strict accordance 
with the provisions of the Law of the Houses. 
Still, in view of the fact that the Diet cour- 
teously asked for the Minister's presence and that 
the points to be elucidated were of a most vital 
character, the Premier seems to the Mainichi 
to have been morally bound to comply with the 
request. The Progressionist organ doubts whe- 
ther a statesman so indifferent to moral obliga- 
tions, is duly qualified to be at the head ofa 
constitutional Government. 


® @ 

The Zokyo Shimbun strongly warns the 
House against the tendency to braggadocio that 
it displayed in connection with the motion for 
the attendance of the Minister President. It 
entertains doubt whether such a motion could 
be considered conducive to public welfare, or 
even to the dignity of the House itself. The 
subjects concerning which the introducers of the 
motion intended to seek information from the 
Premier, were either diplomatic or had referenc 
to the national defences. Consequently, they 
were matters the public disclosure of which 
might be attended by sesous drawbacks. The 
House was bound to exercise discernment as 
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not be enacted. That method of investigation 
was radically wrong. Our contemporary hopes 
that the Committee’s decision will not be adopt- 
ed by the Chamber. 


J. Johnstone, C. Ginssani, H. M. Arnould, E. 
Berger, H. J. Kerby, Jas. Walter, J. A. Fraser, 
S. D. Hepburn, F. Gillett, and F.H. Bull. The 
Chairman asked if it was the pleasure of the 
meeting that the above resolutions should be 
confirmed, and the vote was unanimeusly in 
the affirmative. Having declared them adopted, 
the Chairman said that no time would be 
lost in moving the Court in Hongkong for the 
necessary permission to} redace their capital. 
These things sometimes took a long time, ad- 
vertisements having to be inserted in the papers, 
etc., and the Company should consider itself 
very fortunate if the matter was put through 
within six months. 


experience is satisfactory, the Phebe and the 
Philomel, on the Cape Station, will be similarly 
fitted. —H.M.S. Rupert, when on a voyage to 
Gibraltar, shipped enormous seas, and owing 
to defective turret flaps the water got into the 
engine-room, and the stokers were working 
knee-deep in water. The pumps were choked 
with coal-dust, and attempts to repair them 
failed. She returned to Plymouth, having had 
a narrow escape. 
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The Shogyo Shimpo is inclined to endorse 
the conclusion since arrived at by the Cham- 
bers’ Committee. It marvels that, while decid- 
ing to impose such an additional burden, the 
Government did not endeavour to retrench 
its own Administrative expenses ; and it can not 
think the conclusion of the Committee un- 
reasonable when it remembers that, side by side 
with augmenting the Expenditures by more 
than 60 million yes, the total of the national 
debt is to be swollen to as much as 500 million 
yen in all, or about double of what it was before 
the War. Still the Government's proposals to 
abolish taxes on ships, vehicles, confectionery, 
and so forth, entitle its measures for increased 
taxation in other directions to be favourably 
considered. What the Shogyo earnestly hopes 
is that the Diet, taking all those points into con- 
sideration will seek to retrench the Admini- 
strative expenses. That hope, however, is no 
longer tenable, seeing that the Budget has 
passed the House of Representatives virtually 
as formulated by the Treasury. 





THB PROPOSED TELEGRAPH VOCABULARY. 


In reference to the protests of several Cham- 
bers of Commerce in the Far East against the 
enforced use is this part of the world of the 
International Telegraph Vocabulary, the Chair- 
man of the Hongkong Chamber of Commerce 
received the following letter :-— 

General Post Office, London, 

; atst Noverhber, 1895. 

Sir,—The Director of the International Telegraph 
Bureau at Berne has forwarded to this Department the 
memorial from the Chambers of Commerce at Hongkong, 
Canton, Shanghai, Hankow, Tientsin Yokohama, Hyogo, 
Foochow, and Amoy, objecting to the enforced use of the 
Official Vocabulary in extea-European telegrams. 

At the same time he has pointed out that the Inter- 
national Bureau has no authority to take o cial 
cognisance of any representation excepting such as 
proceed from one of the countries of the Union 

Having regard to the length of time which must elapse 
before a reply could be received from the Chambers of 
Gommerce concerned, this Department has thought that 
it would best be carrying out their wishes if it agreed at 
once to accept the memorial, with a view to its receiving 
attentive consideration along with the memorials on the 
same subject which have n sent by other Chambers 
direct to this office. 

1 trust that in the circumstances the course which this 
Department has adopted will meet with the approval of the 
Chambers of Commerce of the Far East.—I am, Sir, your 


obedient servant, 
(Signed) J.C. Lame. 
The Chairman, 
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 





GLOBE-GIRDLING DRAD-BBATS. 


For several months past the American Press 
has contained many articles, or interviews, with 
Annie Londonderry (who went round the world 
with a bicycle), and Louis Morningstar (who 
by the way playfully presented a revolver at a 
representative of this journal during an un- 
sought interview), that are remarkable for the 
tall stories told by each. In reference to these 
individuals and their adventures, the writer of 
“Stray Notes” inthe Kobe Chronicle, remarks :— 
“With such examples before them as Louis 
Morningstar and Annie Londonderry, Congress 
ought really to appoint a Commission to discover 
whether the study of veracity could not be in- 
troduced into the State schools. What with the 
Little Georgia Magnet and Annie Nias and 
Little Lucifer, I am gradually losing all my 
former faith in travelling American veracity.” 


e 

It is worth while to hear what the 7## has to 
say with respect to the action of England to- 
wards the Orient, especially in connexion with 
that of her rival Power, Russia. Starting with 
the proposition that the interests of the two 
Powers are antagonistic in the East, and be- 
lieving, as it did, that the total nonchalance with 
which England seemed to regard the inter- 
ference of Russia, France, and Germany in the 

ce negotiations between Japan and China 
would be followed by a policy of marked activity, 
[3 soon as an opportunity presented itself, the 





A PRIMITJVE CURRENCY. 


Tue stringency in the matter of cash—the 
ordinary currency of the Chinese—has, says the 
China Gasette, resulted in a revival of a very 
ancient mode of making up for the absence of 
ready money. The Governor of Soochow has 
issued permission for the place of cash to be 
taken by strips of bamboo stamped with the 
number of cash they represent, as a temporary 
expedient for meeting the diffroulty. The 
Financial Treasurer of Soochow has accordingly 
issued a proclamation permitting the money 
changers, upon giving proper guarantees, to 
issue this curious form of bamboo money. We 
have seen a sample, a strip of bamboo about 2 
inches long, bearing characters, equal to 200 
large cash, and stamped with the name of the 
issuing bank, or money changer. 


FIRE ON THB NATIVE BUND, KOBB. 


Asout nine o’clock on Friday night, a fire was 
discovered to have broken out at No. 55, Kai- 
gan-dori, Kobe. On the sounding of the alarms 
the Kobe firemen and the Settlement brigade 
quickly appeared upon the scene, and an inex- 
haustible water supply being so close at hand 
they lad not much difficulty in overcoming the 
flames. A large part of the interior of the 
building occupied by Mr. C. F. Reimers was, 
however, destroyed by the flames, and in the 
efforts to extinguish these considerable damage 
was done in the other part, occupied by Messrs. 
Sennett & Co. The fire, says the Kobe Chronicle, 
is supposed to have originated from a stove, 


i#i ig much perplexed by the continued apath 
a Great Brittin. The leasing. of "etaochbw 
Bay by Russia and the recent utterance of a 
semi-official Russian journal that a certain 
island, close to Sumatra, would be. purchased 

folland, are events sufficiently significant 
7 io strongly attract English public attention. 
The Fizi is of opinion that should England 
1 desire to convince the world at large that her 
$ prestige and strength are unimpaired, she must 
‘openly take some bold step, such as none of 
fher detractors can misconstrue, and such as 
{ will dispel all notion that she fears Russia. 











EDITORIAL NOTES. 
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FLUCTUATION OF SHARES AND STOCKS. 


In a note published a few days ago with re- 
ference to flucuations of shares and stocks, we 
stated that War Bonds were quoted in Tokyo 
at 86.50 on the 21st of December last, and at 
101.60 on the 2oth of January. This was a 
mistake, for which the Fiji Shimpo was. pri- 
marily responsible. The correct figures are 
101.50 and 100.40 respectively, showing that 
these securities declined 1.10 yen in value be- 
tween the dates specified. 


BICYCLING AND CORSBTS. 
Tus bicycle, it is remarked, is doing something 
which all the doctors and reformers in the world 
have not been able to accomplish—it is abolish- 
ing the corset. In Paris, which is the acknow- 
ledged leader in all styles, a woman ona bicycle 


COUNT KABAYAMA. 

Tue rumoured resignation of Count Kabayama, 
Governor-General of Formosa, seems now & 
matter of certainty, the leading Tokyo papers 
. all giving credence to the news. The Fifi states 
that His Excellency, having tendered his resigna- 
tion will leave Taipeh at the end of this month 
or eatly in March. He will retire from active 
political life for some time and reside quietly in 
his native place at Kagomne with a view to 
recuperate both mifid aifd body. The Nécht 
Nichi says that the intention of the Count to 
resign the Governor-Generalship of Formosa is 
due to impaired health, but that his application 
has not yet been sent'in. 


beneath is looked upon as a monstrosity. The 


this, ‘ No,” they say, ‘‘ we Cannot answer for 
your safety if you persist in riding the wheel 


INTERESTING IF CORRECT. 
Tue Empress of India, says the N.-C. Daily 
News, has made a really remarkable run this 
trip, She was three days late in leaving Van- 
couver and arrived at Woosung on the 25th, 
her due date. When she was at Kobe, the fast 
U.S. cruiser Olympia was leaving for Nagasaki, 
YOKOHAMA ENGINE AND IRON WORKS, LTD: Jand Admiral McNair thought it a good op- 
AN extraordinary general meeting of share- portunity to test the speed of his flagship. 


holders in the Yokohama Engine and Iron] The Olympia, which is credited with a speed 
Works, Limited, was held in Kiel’s Building on] of 21.69 knots, left Kobe at 5 p.m. and the 


Wednesday to confirm the following resolutions! Empress left at ro p.m., the latier arriving 
passed at the regalar general meeting of share-| at Nagasaki four hours before the Olympia. It 
holders: on Jan. 20th :—1,. That the capital of} would seem that the condition of the Yangtze 
the Company be reduced from $130,000, divided | between Woosung and its mouth has improved 
into 1,300 shares of $100 each, to $65,000 divid-| of late, for the Hmpress of India, under the 
ed into 1,300 shares of $50 each, and that such} command of Captain Pybus, came up from the 


reduction be effected by returning to the holders| Tungsha Lightship to Woosung at lew water. 
‘of the 1,300 paid up shares that have been a eel 


issued, the sum of $30 per share, and by re- 
ducing the nominal amount of each of the said 
shares from $100 to $50.—2. That Article 52 of 
the Articles of Association be amended by sub- 
stituting the word six” for the word “ twelve” 
therein.”—There were present, Mr. J. F. Lowder, 
in the chair; Messrs. Jas. Dodds, J. Rickett, 


is hardly noticeable except for the warmth.” 





DEATH OF TWO MBMBERS OF THE DIBT,. 


We regret to learn of the death of two members 
of the Diet, that took place in Tokyo on the 
sth inst. One is Mr. Suyehiro Shigeyasu, 
M.P. for the Sixth Election District of Ehime 
Prefecture, a powerful member of the Opposi- 
tion. The deceased was well-known as a jour- 
nalist, his writing appearing in the columns of 
the Akebono Shimbun, Choya Shimbun, Tokyo 
Koron, Kansat Nippon, Datdo Shimbun, and 
the Kokkat. The other death to he recorded ie 
that of Mr. Toda Kumahiko, M.P. for the Se- 
cond Election District of Kumamoto Prefecture. 
He was a Unionist. 








ee 


THE “TOKYO MARU”’ COLLISION. 

Tue collision case between the N.Y.K. steamer 
Tokyo Maru and the C.N. Co.'s steamer Sse- 
chuen came before Mr. Jamieson, acting Con- 





NAVAL NOTBS. 

THE question of the ventilation of war-vessels 
has long occupied the attention of the Admiralty, 
as Officers and men often suffer great discomfort 
in the hot weather. It has now been decided | sul-General, and Captain Grattan, joint agent 
to experiment with electric fans, which will be|of the China Mutual Co., and Captain Wallace, 
fitted to the cruiser Pear/at Devonport. Ifthe’ of the China Merchant's steamer Fungshun, 
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in a regular street gown with a stiff, tight corset + 
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“ss 


fashionable modistes are firm in regard to — 


in a corset. You need every muscle in your ; 
body free, otherwise you become ridiculous, © 
The cycling costume should be so light that it - 


whe 
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in H.B.M.’s Supreme Court, Shanghai, last 
Thursday. Reporters were not admitted, the 
proceedings being chiefly confined to taking evi- 
dence of the people of the Tokyo Maru, which 
was about to leave the port. 


Consul at Tamsui at the end of the year. 





DEATH OF A WORKMAN ON A STEAMER. 
An employé of a Hyogo blacksmith was found 
dead on Friday in the bottom of the Shg&r- 
shima Maru, \ying in Kobe harbour. He had 
been doing some repairs to the steamer, says 
the Chronicle, and his death was supposed to be 
due to suffocation by the fumes from an earthen- 
ware stove which he had used to heat the place 
at night. 


A STORY OF DALZIBL'S. 


Dauzigt’s Cronstadt correspondent says con- 
siderable discontent exists among Russian 
naval officers, at the serious strain imposed 
upon them by the lack of sufficient men to 
guard the port. There is nota single man-of- 
war left in the harbour, every available ship 
having been put into commission, and only 
eighteen men have been left to carry out the 
ordinary duties of the marine. The military 
authorities refuse to lend assistance, and, as a 
consequence, several naval officers threaten to 
send in their papers. The Tsar is said to be 
personally interesting himself in the matter, and 
also in the question of the lack of naval officers, 
the fleets in the Far East and Turkish waters 
having absorbed all those available. 


IRON PIPES FOR TOKYO. 
Tue Home Minister has permitted the Go- 
vernor of Tokyo to give Messrs, Jardine, 
Matheson & Co., of Yokohama, the contract 
for the supply of 5,000 tons of iron pipes to be 
used in the Tokyo Water-works. 


YOKOHAMA SILK MERCHANT'S FIRB INSURANCE CO. 
A MEETING of the promoters of the Yokohama 
Silk Merchant's Fire Insurance Co. was held on 
the 3rd inst., at which the capital was fixed at 
yen 10,000,000, to be raised in 100,000 shares of 
of yen 100 each. 


A SPORTING BVENT. 


A curious and very amusing race was run on 
the steeplechase course Shanghai on the 29th 
ult. Lieut. Carver, from the Spartan, and Mr. 
Stone, from the same ship, were the competitors, 
the former being mounted and the latter run- 
ning on foot. The pony was not a brilliant 
jumper, and refused the first water jump that it 
came to, having negotiated the dry ditches 
in a most unsportsmanlike manner by walk- 
ing through them. Mr. Stone coming up, 
passed the pony at the water jump and won 
easily. — Mercury. 


THE PROPOSED STEEL FOUNDRY. 
Ir is stated that Mr. Noro, an expert in the 
Agricultural and Commercial Department, and 
one other commissioner, will be ordered abroad 
in April next to purchase machinery for the 
proposed steel foundry. 





THE “ CHRONICLE’ KOBE AND OSAKA DIRECTORY. 
Wai have received the useful and handy Sheet 
Directory of Kobe and Osaka issued from the 
Chronicle office. It has been compiled with 
great care and is got-up in its usual neat style. 


A STRANDBD WARSHIP. 


ALL efforts to tow off the Chinese warship 
Nantang from where she was put ashore up 
river by a Chinese pilot having failed, orders 
have been sent from Nanking to Shanghai to 
engage some foreigners to assist in the operation 
and to bring several hundred coolies with them. 
It is believed that the cruiser has seriously 
strained herself in her efforts to get off, but as 
she was never good for very much, says the 
China Gasette, her total loss would be rather a 
gain to the Chinese navy én fuluro. 


A STARTLING ARRBST. 
Mr. Oyamana, President of the Ota Railway 
Co., was arrested in the capital on the 3rd inst. 
It is said that this arrest is connected with the 
iron pipe scandal. 





FINANCIAL ITEMS. 
Se —_— 

The Shogyo Shimpo says that, whereas for- 
merly the exchange business in the East was 
almost exclusively in the hands of the Hongkong 
and Shanghai and fhe Chartered Banks, the 
Specie Bank of Yokohama having only a very 
small part in the matter, the relative positions 
of the three Banks have now been entirely 
changed, especially with regard to bills on 
London, the bulk of which are sold by the Specie 
Bank, while those from London on Japan, 
Singapore, Hongkong, Shanghai, Bombay, and 
so forth, are mostly bought by the same Bank. 
In short, our contemporary avers that the com- 
peratively insignificant part played formerly by 
the Specie Bank in the exchange business of 
the East, is now taken by the two foreign banks. 
Whatever measure of truth this assertion em- 
bodies, is not difficult to account for. 

The installments of the indemnity thus far 
received from China and at first deposited in 
the name of the Japanese Government in the 
Bank of England at current account, now stand 
in the name of the Bank of Japan, this change 
having taken place in December. The manage- 
ment of the indemnity being thus entrusted to 
the Bank of Japan, the latter's President, Baron 
Kawata, has decided to leave the business under 
the care of Mr. Nakai Hokitsu, Manager of 
of Specie Bank’s Branch Office in London. It 
is said, however, that the Specie Bank will des- 
patch a special official to London for purposes 
of supervision. As to auditing, the Minister of 
Finance has determined to leave it to Mr. 
Kato, Japanese Representative at the Court of 
St. James’s. 








AFFRAY ON THE “‘TENSHIN MARU.” 
Berorg the Zenshin Maru left Kobe, her de- 
parture taking place on the 3rd inst., a serious 
affray occurred on board. A coolie, hearing 
that a girl who had jilted him was paying a 
visit to one of the crew, he went out to the 
vessel, and, maddened with jealousy and rage, 
attacked her with a knife, inflicting serious 
wounds on her face. He then turned to attack 
his rival in love, but the other members of the 
crew seized him and handed him over to the 
water police. The woman, says the Chronicle, 
was taken to the Kobe Hospital. 





CHOLERA. 
Onx cholera case and two deaths were reported 
in Chiba Prefecture on the 3oth alt., making a 
total of 31 cases and 23 deaths from the begin- 
ning of the outbreak. The Governor of Ibaraki 
has reported to the Home Department that 
three cases occurred in Kajima District on the 
2gth ult., one ending fatally. The sufferers, who 
recently returned from Choshi, Chiba Prefec- 
ture, seem have brought the malady with them. 


ELECTION CONTEST. 
A SOMEWHAT Severe contest took place in con- 
nection with the election of half the members 
of the Tokyo Municipal Assembly, which was 
held onthe 1st inst. Two supporters of Mr. 
Yoko-o Giroku, a candidate, were assaulted 
and injured by about twenty soshé hired by 
Mr. Miyagi Kinnosuke, a rival. The soshi 
also wounded a youth who had no connec- 
tion with the election. Over ten soshé were 


siravted:on the spol: THE MINISTER OF HOME AFFAIRS. 


——-_—<-— —— 
His Excellency Mr. Yoshikawa, Minister of 
State for Justice, has been temporarily appointed 
Minister of Home Affairs, ogce Viscount No- 
mura who has resigned, Viscount Nomura will 
be a great loss to the Cabinet. He is one of 
the ablest statesmen of the time. =~ 


BRITISH CONSULAR CHANGES. 
We understand that Mr. R. de B. Layard has 
been appointed Acting Consul at Tamsui, and 
will leave for the post as soon as possible re- 
maining there until the retarn of Mr. J. Troup, 
Consul at Yokohama, from home. Mr. J.C. 


Google 


Hall will proceed to take up the position off 7WE LIBERALS IN THE HOUSE OF 


REPRESENTATIVES. 
————@—__——_ 

Readers of the debates in the House of Re- 
presentatives must have observed that, when 
the Budget came up for discussion, the recom- 
mendations of the Budget Committee were not 
endorsed by the majority in the House in the 
case of more than one item. That may be 
thought singular, in view of the fact that the 
Budget Committee consists virtually of Liberals, 
and that the Liberal Party and its allies have a 
considerable majority in the House. The ex- 
planation is that, on all non-political subjects, 
the members of the Party are left free to vote 
according to their individual convictions or in- 
clinations. When a political question comes 
before the House, the Party closes its ranks, 
and every member affiliated with it is expecied 
to face one way. But with that exception per- 
sonal freedom is the rule. It is probably a wise 
elasticity of discipline. Otherwise, the alliance 
with the Government might over-strain the 
patience of some members. 


DESTRUCTIVE FIRE ON THE 
BLUFF. 
_—_——o__—_ 

EIGHT FORBIGN HOUSES DESTROYED. 

One of the most destructive fires that has 
occurred in the foreign portions of Yokohama 
broke out at five minutes past one o’clock this 
morning. Atthe extreme end of the Western 
Bluff, near the grounds of the Gardeners’s As- 
sociation, a large handsome two-storied build- 
ing has been in course of erection for the 
last twelve months. It was being built by the 
American Methodist Episcopal Mission for the 
purposes of a seminary, and had nearly reached 
completion. At the rear of this imposing 
structure, which, by the way, was mostly of 
wood, the workmen had erected a living shed. 
In this they took their meals, and at night some 
six of them sleptthere. Last night the six were 
all carpenters, and before going to sleep they 
built upa large fire of logs. Toward midnight 
a strong breeze sprang up from the northward, 
and from what we can gather, the carpenters’ 
fire felt its influence. Shortly before one 
o’clock one of them was awakened by the 
roar of flames, and after arousing his com- 
panions, he tried to beat down the fire that 
had by this time attacked the roof and walls of 
the shed. Their efforts were unsuccessful and 
soon the new school building had caught. The 
wind drove the flames along at a merry pace, 
and they quickly leaped across to No. 223, oc- 
cupied by the Rev. H. Loomis. So quickly had 
the conflagration spread that the reverend gentleé- 
man aud his family had barely time to effect 
an escape. They left almost everything behind 
them, save three small trunks. Mr. Alexander 
Clark's house (No. 223-8) was the next to go. 
In quick succession, the houses occupied by 
the Rev. W. S. Worden, the Rev. J. G. Cleveland 
(Nos. 222 a. & B.) ; Messrs. G. F. Gordo, L. 
Ph. von Hemert, F. da Roza, V. F. Bar- 
radas, and R. Scuffner, were attacked, and 
eventually demolished. The Fire Brigades— 
Police, Bluff, and the Y. F. B.—were of course 
quickly onthe spot, but owing to the scauty 
supply of water, their efforts were well-nigh 
useless. Water was obtained from a few of 
the deep wells in the neighbourhood and from 
the base of the Bluff and the Creek—but these 
supplies were mere driblets. About half-past 
three o'clock the wind chopped round, and the 
flames were turned upon themselves. To this 
alone is due the escape of the last house on No. 
224. The loss incurred by all the sufferers is 
very great, and only part is covered by insur- 
ance. Kindly neighbours kindly gave shelter 
to the homeless ones for the rest of the eventful 
morning hours. The ladies connected with 
the M. E. P. Mission in Yokohama are the 
Misses M. E. Simons, M. B. Griffiths, and B. 
J. Allen ; fortunately they were not in residence 
at the School. 

The police have detained the six carpenters 
at the Bluff station for examination. Some of 
these men were injured in the course of the fire. 
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CURRENT TOPICS. 
—_——_—-—- - = 

Rumour as to the contemplated visit of 
Marquis Ito to Russia, for the purpose of at- 
tending the coronation ceremony of the Czar, 
and talk about His Excellency’s resignation, 
seem to receive more and more credence from 
the Metropolitan papers, though the Féys and 
Niché Niché still maintain complete silence on 
the subject. 

The departure of Viscount Shinagawa for 
Kyoto, and his visit to Count Matsugata, now 
living quietly in his villa at Mikage, not far 
from Kobe, have emphasised the above rum- 
ours. The Chuo, which, as the organ of the Na- 
tional Unionists, commands more or less credit 
in the matter of its political reports, and the 
Asahi and Kokumin, all speak of Cabinet 
changes as imminent. According to the Chuo, 
the political prophets, undeceived as to their 
conjecture that either Marquis Yamagata or 
Count Kuroda would assume the Premiership 
in succession to Marquis Ito, have now turned 
their attention to Count Matsukata, their new 
conjecture being based on the journey of Vis- 
count Shinagawa to the place where the ex- 
Premier is staying. The prospect of impending 
changes in the Cabinet has derived further 
strength from the sudden departure of Viscount 
Nomara, Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
for his villa in Odawara, which event occurred 
on the 1st instant, and is considered by the 
Chuo notably significant, seeing that the Diet’s 
session is vow at its most vital stage, and that 
quite a number of important Bills, directly con- 
nected with the Home Office, are before the 
two Houses. The Unionists’ Organ conjectures 
that friction has probably been caused by Vis- 
count Nomura’s Opposition to the Local System 
Amendment Bills, introduced by the Liberals. 
‘Nhe Asahi refers in greater detail to this alleged 
dissatisfaction of the Home Minister towards 
the Liberals’ Bills. The result of the alliance 
between the Government and the Liberals, says 
our contemporary, has placed the Home 
Minister in considerable difficulties, chiefly 
because most of the clauses in the agreement 
between the Liberal leaders and the Premier 
are directly connected with affairs under the 
control of the Home Department, and because 
the Minister is opposed to nota few of the 
clauses. Thus with regard to the provisions 
relating to great land-owners, and the system of 
serutin de Itste abolished by the Liberals in their 
Amended Divisional Government Bill, the Home 
Office at first signified disapproval of the 
amendments, but subsequently, when the Li- 
berals, relying on their compact with the Go- 
vernment, insisted, the Delegates of the Home 
Department in the House of Representatives 
had to retract their previously announced dis- 
sent. The chagrin caused to the Home Mini- 
ster by that event was intensified by another 
proceeding on the part of the Liberals. For 
the purpose of quieting the uneasy feeling of 
the Party and furnishing a practical proof of 
their alliance with the Government, the Liberals 
claimed to have one of their members—the 
Asahi says Mr. Sakurai, ex-Governor of Toku- 
shima—appointed to be alocal Governor, there 
being a vacancy at thetime. The Home Mini- 





ster emphatically refused to consent, on thef 


- ground that the appointment of a candidate of 


~ 


~ 


such decided political views to a governmental 


post would endanger local tranquillity. Both 
this paper and the Xodumin write as though 
they were confident of Ministerial changes, the 
former adding that the Cabinet will fall into the 
hands of the so-called military party. We re- 
produce the utterances of the above papers 
without any comment of our own. 

We may note here, that the Metropolis Re- 
organization Bill and the Bill for establishing 
Musashi Prefecture, two Government measures 
that evoked strong opposition from all political 
parties, the Liberals not excepted, were with- 
drawn by the Government on Friday last. A 
big demonstration against the Bills was to have 
been held at the Nakamura-ro, Ryogoku, on 
Sunday, by more than a thousand leading citi- 
zens of Tokyo; but the Bills having been with- 
drawn and their object attained, the gathering 


Google 


was Changed into one of conviviality and con- 
gratulation. 

The brewers of migori, or turbid saké, in 
Tokyo have adopted a peculiar mode of demon- 
strating against the Government and the Diet; 
a mode bearing a very close resemblance to 
sedition. In order to ventilate their objection 
to the contemplated amendment and increase 
of the sa&é tax, they have decided to shut up 
their shops. In fact, this measure has been 
actually taken throughout the metropolis 
during the past four or five days, to the con- 
siderable inconvenience of the lower class, by 
whom the shops are principally patronized. 
The shrewd brewers hope by this step to 
appeal to the jinrikisha men and coolies, 
and to stir up such a commotion as shall 
compel the Government to change its policy. 
The brewers hold that to tax equally the best 
kind of sak&é, which sells at 5 sen per go, and 
turbid sa&é, which sells at 2 sen for the same 
quantity, as the Government proposes, would 
be most unfair. They have adopted the curious 
course of advertising their views in several 
Tokyo newspapers. But their complaint does 
not seem to stand on a reasonable foundation, 
if the Fifi Shimpo berightly informed. In the 
first place, the same rate of tax is imposed at 
present upon clear saké and turbid saké; and 
that is even considered unfair by the brewers 
of the former article, who think that, though 


The 7#i does not think so. 






parties, however contemptuously the alliance 
between them and the Government may be de- 
scribed as unconditional surrender, the Liberals, 
whether overtly or secretly, are influencing the 
Government. Some may say that as the seces- 
sion of several malcontent members will reduce 
the strength of the Party to less than a hundred, 
the Government will not be able to place so 
much reliance upon it as before, and the entense 
between the two will consequently grow cooler. 
It avers that the 
alliance is considerably firmer than people 
generally suppose, and as the Ministry, or more 
probably Marquis Ito’s party, can not hope to 
achieve anything in the Diet without the support 


‘of the Liberals, the compact will not be broken 
even though the Party be numerically reduced. 


It is said that even His Excellency Mr. Shirane, 


Minister of Communications, who, on account 
of his relations with the National Unionists, is 
generally supposed by outsiders to be decidedly 
cool towards, if not distinctly opposed to, the 
alliance, now entertains no objection, being of 
opinion that the change in the aspect of the 
political world brought about by the war must be 


followed by corresponding changes in the Ad- 


ministrative policy of the Government. Still, to 
say that the Liberals are absolutely directing the 
Government’s procedure is incorrect ; for as the 
alliance was, in some degree, a leap in the dark 


on the part of the Liberals—the Premier and 
his immediate followers having been the princi- 
pal objects of overtures at first, with the hope 
that the other Cabinet Ministers would gradu- 
ally come in—there were no definite stipulations 
at the outset. Consequently, even though the 
Liberals find that their ideas are not completely 
entertained by the Ministry, they cannot sever 
their connection with it on the ground of a breach 
of faith, but will be obliged at times to vote for 
measures that they do not wholly approve. 


The National Unionists do not differ mach 
from the Liberals in their intention of support- 
ing the Government thoroughly and stoutly. 
Bat the relation between them and the Liberals 
is of the dog-and-monkey character: they 
dislike each other bitterly at heart. Even 
though nominally working in unison with 
















the selling price of turbid saké is lower than 
that of clear, the manufacturers of the former 
enjoy several advantages; as, for instance, the 
possibility of using cracked rice and other cheap 
materials; far greater simplicity of brewing 
processes, and comparative celerity of produc- 
tion. On that account turbid saké has of late 
begun to encroach more and more upon the 
domain of clear sa&é, thus causing a diminution 
in the quantity brewed of the latter. Moreover, 
the shortness of time needed for producing 
nigori saké—from 3 to 7 days—makes it very 
easy for the brewers to elude the vigilance of 
the tax-collectors. Thus the sez-shu manufac- 
turers declare the complaint made by their 
rivals to be entirely absurd, and advise the Go- 
vernment to exercise strict control over the 


business of brewing daku-shu, since otherwise 
the quantity of clear saké will be affected, 
aud the receipts of the Treasury diminished. 
Needless to add that the seé-shu brewers 
themselves do not view the proposed increase 
of taxation with equanimity. On the contrary, 
delegates from “all the principal brewing dis- 
tricts are now in Tokyo, endeavouring to have 
the additional impost reduced by one-third. 

It is said that the Government contemplates 
asking the approval of the Diet now in session 
for a sum of about 3 million yen to construct 
permanent buildings for the Diet, and that, if 
the proposal be approved, an expert will be sent 
abroad for two years to inspect all the buildings 
used in the West for parliamentary purposes. 
“The Hoch? learns that the total number of 
deaths in the Japanese Army and Navy from the 
commencement of the war to the date of the 
last official despatch from Formosa, is 11 
approximately. Of that aggregate, only Lao, 
in round numbers, were due to injuries received 
in fight, the rest having been caused by sickness. 


THE POLITICAL SITUATION. 
pede ee ene ee 

The Fij¢ Shimpo has an interesting note 
about the political situation at present. One 
of the most significant features in the politics of 
the day is the absence of any party possessing 
the control of the situation. The Liberals, be- 
fore they concluded an alliance with the Mini- 
stry, numbered more thana hundred members 
in the Lower House and were regarded as the 
prime movers in the world of politics. But 
since their alliance with the Cabinet, they have 
lost their leading position. It must not be con- 
cluded, however, that they are without influence. 
The fact is that their weight is now divided 
between the Government and the people, and 
that they exercise with the former one-half of 
the influence formerly enjoyed by them among 
the latter, Itis beyond any doubt that, how- 
ever violently the Liberals are assailed by rival 










the Liberals, they seek to prevent the latter 


from extending their influence in Govern- 


ment circles, and would abandon their present 
réle of cGoperation were the portfolio of a Mini- 
ster, or even the post of a Vice-Minister, secured 
by the Liberals. 


In that event they would join 
the Opposition to attack the Government with 
redoubled force. The Unionists, therefore, may 
be said to be courted through fear (kowa- 
mote) rather than through affection. Their 
situation is peculiar, for, if they do not vote with 
their former political enemies the Liberals, they 
cannot give support to their representative in 
the Cabinet, the Minister of Communications. 


Thus it will be seen that the Government, the 


Liberals, and the Unionists act naturally as 
checks upon each other, and stand pretty 
much in ‘the position of the trio in the old 
Japanese fable, the snake, the frog, and the 
slug. No party can obtain control of the situ- 
ation. The only prospect of a change coming 
in this strange state of affairs is to be sought in 
one of two events, namely, either that the Pre- 
mier’s party gain absolute ascendency in the 
Government, or that they retire from office. 
Neither event, however, is regarded as at all pro- 
bable. The situation will probably remain sta- 
tionary for some time. As to the Opposition, 
though they command more than a hundred 
votes in the Lower House, and have a con- 
siderable hold upon public sympathy simply 
because they are fighting against those in 
power, they are as planets moving outside the 
orbit of politics—mere ciphers so far as con- 
cerns their potentiality of affecting the bodies 
within that orbit. Their only grasp of the 
situation consists in the influence they perhaps 
wield over the discontented “‘ older statesmen ” 
of Satsuma extraction, and over some military 
officers. The much vaunted amalgamation 
of the Opposition’s sections may be accom- 
plished, but it will not be a true amalgamation. 
It will be simply an organization in the nature 
of an offensive league, The Liberals them- 
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selves place little confidence in the realization 
of the scheme, and if they encourage their 
rivals to join forces, it is chiefly in a spirit 
of bauter. Some political observers say that 
even though the Premier and his adherents 
should quit office, the Liberals will maintain 
their present pro-Government altitude, so long 
as the Ministry that succeeds does not adopt 
an administrative policy differing much from 
that pursued by the present Cabinet, and that 
ultimately they will be converted into a purely 
pro-Government party. 

We may note here that, of the remaining 14 
Liberal malcontents, four or five will certainly 
leave the party, but the attitude of the rest is 
still vague. 


—— 
ee 


+. SPINNING BUS S DURING 7HE 
— ~~ “YAST RALF-FEAR. 


—_—--—-—___-----__—_—_ 


The profit and loss account for the last half- 
year of most of the spinning factories of Japan 
has been announced, the rate per spindle of the 
leading factories being also given. The follow- 
ing table show the figures :— 

Profit for the Profit per 
last heal Spindle. 


en. 
Kotiyama Spinning Factory... 36,345.887 


Himeji Spinning Factory .,.... 22,242.706 5.38 
Kishiwada Spinning Factory... 58,529.406 5.25 
Owati Spinning Factory......... 751552494 4.80 
Sakaye Spinning Factory ...... 25,542.3609 4.751 
Wakayama Spinning Factory.. §1,053.953 4-629 
Uwajima Spinning Factory ... 19,381.630 4.453 
Settsu Spinning Factory,........ 155.294:199 4-395 
Hirano Spinning Factory ...... 120,322.841 4.388 


Tyo Spinning Factory ..........0. 22,817.937 4.257 
Miye Spinning Factory ......... 204,860.988 3.984 
Fuyuma Spinning Factory..,... 30.236.176 3.936 
Shimozuke Spinning Factory... 18,020.619 3.929 
Amagasaki Spinning Factor y..101,132.869 3.746 
Meiji Spinning Factory ......... 27,363.806 3.555 
Kamagafuchi Spinuing Factory147,357.105 3.432 
Osaka Spinning Factory ,.....188,333.806 3.403 
Tokyo Spinning Factory ...... 78,374.346 3-393 
Kurastiki Spinning Factory... 49,949-551 3-233 
Fukushima Spinning Factory. 35-149.289 3.032 
Kolu Spinning Eactory ......... ,166.444 2.987 
Senshia Spinning Factory ..... « 54,005.912 2.785 
Miike Spinning Factory ......... 55,802.874 2.691 
Okayama Spinning Factory... 48,360.911 2.507 
Nantwa Spinning Factory...... §6,316.743 2.231 
Tamastima Spinning Factory... 30,920,489 2.206 
Asahi Spinning Factory......... 30,624.261 2.052 
Hiroshima Spioning Factory... 10,524.774 1.853 


1.453 


3-561 

It will be seen, says the Shogyo, from 
which the above figures are taken, that the profit 
per spindle ranged from 6.761 yen to 1.435 yen, 
and that the average profit at the factories cited 
was as high as 3.561 yes. Japanese spinners 
are certainly to be congratulated on such 
success. No wonder that capitalists are eager 
to embark in this enterprise. During the past 
half-year, the price of the raw material and that 
of coal, as well as the wages of mechanics, were 
comparatively low; yet the market price of 
yarns rose steadily, reaching at the beginning 
of winter, a figure without precedent in recent 
years. The table given below shows the cost 
of raw material and labour, as well as the price 
of yarns for the two months of July and Decem- 
ber of last year :— 


Noda Spinning Factory .......6.  7,252-781 
Average profit per spindle 


December. aly 

Yen. en. 

nose secascenseeeres 21.95 18.50 

ACIOLA secscceceees 20.50 17.75 

(per fooeuiey Middle Quality ... 26.40 22.30 
| T’ung ginned ,..... 24-15 19.25 

UShanghai ginned.. 23.50 18.35 


Coal (per 10,000 Ib.) 17.31 
Male mechanics, 

average ...... 018-14 0.18.05 
emale mechae 

nics, average.. 0.10-30 0.9.83 
Yarns (per bale) 93.240 81.80 


A glance at the table shows at once why 
the spinning industry proved so successful 
during the second half of last year. Whether 
similar success can be attained during the pre- 
sent half-year can not be predicted with any 
certainty, The price of raw material and the 
wages of mechanics show an upward tendency. 


Wages per day F 


Go 






























VISCOUNT TAKASHIMA ON THE FOR- 
MOSAN ADMINISTRATION. 





A representative of the Choya paid a visit the 
other day to Viscount Takashima and inquired 
his opinion as to the Administration of Formosa. 
What the Viscount is represented as having said 
is briefly thiss—On the occasion of the peace 


fiegotiation at Shimonoseki, Li Huog-chang 


ade some strong remarks on the difficulty of 
ayerning Formosa. He pronounced its an- 
exation by Japan to be a very unwise policy. 
nfortunately, judging from the course of events 
gince the annexation, Li’s prediction seems to 
1ave been more or Jess realized. Further, the 
altitude of foreigners living on the opposite coast 
of China and in Formosa itself is not at all 
favourable to Japan, in connection with the 
incorporation of the island into her dominions. 
They apprehend that Formosa being placed 
under Japan’s control, they will be unable to 
draw from the island profits as large as those 
accruing to them while it was governed by 
China in a careless and irregular manner. 
Under the circumstances, they wish to see 
apan fail in her Formosan administrative 
olicy. But at the same time, the Western public 
is watching closely whether Japan, in her new 
capacity as administrator of a distant territory 
peopled by an alien race, will acquit herself as 
creditably as she did in a military and naval 
sense in the recent war. Even as a question of 
maintaining her national prestige, the success- 
ful administration of Formosa is therefore a 
matter of paramount importance to Japan. 
With reference to administrative expenses, the 
Vice-Governor-Genera! estimates that a sum of 
at least 10 million ye will be required annually. 
Further, for the efficient protection and control 
of the island, it will be necessary to station 
there one Division and a half of troops, which 
means an oatlay of about 4} million yen; and 
for preserving good order and tranquillity in 
time of peace, a gendarmerie and police force, 
aggregating some five or six thousand, must be 
distributed through the island, involving another 
item of about 2 million yen. ‘To these expenses 
must be added the sums needed by the Board 
of Administration for constructing harbours, 
roads, river embankments, and so forth, 
thus carrying the total of ordinary expenses to 
about 10 alien yeu a Ager. How far can this 
expenditure be covere the revenue? The 
Vice Governor-General’s opinige’ oa thie sub- 
ject is far trom sanguine, He thinks that the 
revenue, estimated at its highest, will not ex- 
ceed 44 million yes a year, for at least 10 years 
to come. But even on that sum a con- 
siderable reduction must be expected, for a 
principal part is obtained from a tax on 
Qpimm and from /é-&in (transit dues) which 
will have to be abolished sooner or later. 
The revenue will then fall to 24 million yen, 


and from this also will have to be subtracted 


he duty on sugar hitherto exported to Japan. 
At any rate, to meet the 10 million yen of ex- 
penditure, the Government can not look to 
obtain a revenue of more than one-fourth of 
that sum. In other words, for a period of ten 
ears to come, the nation must be prepared to 
nvest 7$ million yer a year in Formosa, that is 


say, 7 pollen yey.in all. This. appears an 
aoraes urden, but no besitation should be 


.{felt by the people in furnishing the necessary 


sum, otherwise that lasting memorial of the 
country’s splendid. victory, the dominion of For- 
mosa, Will merely serve to lower Japan’s dignity 
and prestige in the eyes of the world, to say noth- 
ing of innumerable grave troubles that mustensue 
from inefficient control and administration of 
the island. The Viscount next spoke of the 
administrative measures to be pursued in For- 
mosa. Referring to the administration of the 
Riukiu (Loochoo) Archipelago, he expressed 
the opinion that the new dominion must be 
governed according to the principle of ‘ For- 
mosa for Formosans.” What he had seen in 
Loochoo on his way back to Japan has strongly 
convinced him of the justice of that view. The 
archipelago was subjugated by Japan more than 
three centuries ago, and yet ils inhabitants are 
precisely the same as they were originally in re- 


gle 








spect of mannersand customs. This, however, 
does not interfere with the advantageous admini 
stration of the archipelago. On the other hand, 
what benefit could have accrued had the peop! 
been obliged to change the mode of dressin 
their hair, to alter their garments, and so forth 
after the fashions prevailing in Japan proper 83 
The same must be the case with Formosa. The 
revenue cannot be increased by a sen even though | 
the natives be forced to cut off their queues, to 
give up opium smoking, and to abolish the cus- 
tom of cramping their women’s feet. Any such 
stringent measures would only serve to rouse . 
the rebellious spirit of the people, who are no- . 
toriously stubborn, so stubborn indeed that no . 
amount of pressure could induce them to alter , 
a tittle of their ancient habits. But with patience 
and_ discretion the Viscount is confident’ the 
people’s evil customscan be corrected in from five 
to ten years, without any trouble, and without re- 
ducing the revenue of the island. He regrets to 
see that the Japanese are prone to give promi- = 
nenceto points of right and prestige, and to under- 
estimate the greater problem of practical benefit. 
The last topic touched upon was the character 
of the men appointed to offices in Formosa. 
That is indeed a matter of prime important to 
the successful control of the island. They 
ought to be selected with greater consideration 
than is employed in appointing public fuction- 
aries at home. He is indignant to hear For- 
mosa spoken of as an asylum for. rniped spend- 
thrifts, and hopes that in future the strictest 
attention will be exercised so as to furnish no 
gounds for such invidious comment. 





THE “ NICHI NICHI” ON VISCOUNT 


MIURA. 
———_—_-_——__>—___-——— 

Viscount Miura’s patent of nobility, of which 
he had been deprived during his arrest and trial 
on a Criminal charge, having been restored, It 
becomes interesting to know the view taken of 
the affair by the Japanese public. The Miché 
WVich: writes in a tone of emphatic dissatisfac- 
tion with the leniency shown by the Imperial 
Court. The man that escaped an ignominious . 
penalty by the verdict of the preliminary tribunal 
at Hiroshima, says our contemporary, was the 
same man that made up his mind to the deat 
of the Queen and instigated others to perpetrate 
it; the same Queen on account of whose demis 
the Imperial Japanese Court went into mourn 
ing. Fortunately, evidence sufficient to establish' 
the fact that the Queen fell by the hands of the 
persons directly instigated by the ex-Japanese 
Representative, was not forthcoming, though an- 
other point was established beyond any doubt, 
namely, that the Viscount planned and worked 
with the view of bringing about the death of the 
Queen. And yet it must be remembered that 
Korea is Japan’s neighbour, a friendly country, 
which concluded with this empire a defensive 
alliance against the common enemy of that 
time, namely, China. If Korea proved false to 
her promise, she should have been called to 
account in a lawful and proper manner. Very 
different were the measures actually adopted, 
as the public well knows. What would have 
been the result had the relative positions of 
Japan and Korea been changed, and had such 
a terrible incident occurred in the Court of 
Japan? This Empire’s faith, fidelity, and 
chivalry must be unalterable. Wrong should 
never be twisted into right because the country 
to be dealt with is Korea, or the person to be 
punished, a man of Choshiu extraction. 








MARCHIONESS ITO. 
——— 
Marchioness Ito, who returned to Tokyo on 
the 27th ultimo, to take part in the entertain- 
ment given at the official residence of the Mini- 
ster President of State on that and succeeding 
days, left town again for Oiso by the 2.30 p.m. 
train on the 3rstultimo, The Marchioness has 
been suffering for some time from an affection 
of the throat, which, though now much better, 
induces her medical attendants to prescribe that 
he should pass the winters away from Tokyo. 
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PROF. TERAO ON THE “THALES” 


CASE. 
———_ -—_ __—_-_-- 

On Saturday afternoon Prof. Terao, of the 
Law College in the Imperial University, de- 
lievered a lecture on the above in the lecture 
room at the Oriental Association's Offices. The 
lecture was long, lasting for more than three 
hours, but was attentively listened to from firs 
to last by an unsually large audience. After 
recounting the particulars of the search that the 
a warship Vayeyama conducted on the 

ritish steamer Zhales, the lecturer explained 
that the pursuit and search of the steamer must 
have been undertaken on one of the following 
four grounds, namely :— 

1.—The Thales may have been suspected of 
violating the obligations of neutrality. ; 

2.—She may have been regarded in the light of 
a buccaneering ship having on board rebels in 
arms against Japan. 

3.—She may have been searched for the purpose 
of capturing Liu, since, having fought agaiast the 
State, his capture may have heen deemed a neces- 
sary measure of public safety. 

4:-—She may have been searched with the view 
of arresting Liu, as a criminal offender against 
the laws of Japan. 

The first hypothesis is considered by Pro- 
fessor Terao to be perfectly tenable, according 
to the provisions of international law. It is 
true that the War between Japan and China 
had ceased on the conclusion of the Shimo- 
noseki treaty, but it did not follow that 
the neutral Powers were entirely relieved from 
the obligations that they had been required to 
observe in connection with the war, for fight- 
ing was still going on in Formosa, in the 
direct sequel of the war, a fact recognized 
by all the Treaty Powers. Under the circum- 
stances, it would have been quite reasonable on 
the part of Japan to expect that the Powers 
should continue to observe, if not the full 
obligations of neutrality, at least the principal 
obligations of that mature. After citing many 
precedents from the American civil war and 
war of independence, and also from the 
Japanese civil war culminating in the Restora- 
tion, the lecturer observed that such a criminal 
as Liu would be regarded by international 
jurists in the light of contraband of war, and 
that, therefore, it was not illegal on the part of 
the Fayeyama to pursue and search the Thales. 
The second hypothesis, though not unwarranted 
by international Jaw, was not considered by 
the lecturer to be satisfactority applicable to the 
case under review, inasmuch as evidence was not 
forthcoming to establish the fact that Liu had 
induced or compelled the crew of the Thales to 
employ her asa piratical ship. The third suppo- 
sition also was dismissed as untenable, on the 
ground that, since Liu was in the act of es- 
caping from Japanese dominions, his captere 
could not be considered necessary to the pre- 
servation of good ordér within those domi- 
nions. The Professor then took up the last 
ground. It was perfectly valid and legitimate, 
he said, that any person who had violated 
the law while in Japanese territory, should be 
arrested within the limits of Japanese territorial 
waters. Further, even though the culprit had fled 
beyond Japanese territorial waters, so long as 
the act of pursuit for the purposes of arrest was 
commenced within territorial waters, the Jaw of 
nations perfectly entitled the Payeyama to fol- 
low and search a ship suspected of carrying the 
object of pursuit. To support this argument, 
Professor Terao cited several opinions taken 
from resolutions passed by councils of inter- 
national lawyers, and also from views enunci- 
ated by the Association for the Reform and 
Codification of the Law of Nations. He thus 
arrived at the conclusion that the law of nations 
warranted the Vayeyama in pursuing and search- 
ing the British steamer Zhales, and he summed 
up by declaring that had Japan insisted on the 
validity and legitimacy of the Vayeyama’s pro- 
cedure, jurists would have welcomed her attitude 
as a practical application of their clearly ex- 
pressed views. Thus, he could not but regret the 
admission of the Japanese Government that the 
action of the Fayeyama had been unjustifiable, 
according to the law of nations. His idea was 


thatcompensation should have been paid only on 
the ground that the Vayeyama's suspicions as to 
Liu’s presence on the ZAales had been errone- 
ous, thus leaving the question as to the right of 
search untouched. At all events, he hoped that 
the case of the Vayeyama would not become a 
precedent hereafter. 

It appears to us that there are some weak 
points in Professor Terao’s argument. The 
question of continuous pursuitis a very delicate 
one, and has not yet been brought within the 
tenets of generally endorsed law. That pursuit 
beyond territorial waters is permissible under 
certain Circumstances, seems to be admitted. 
The principle obtained recogaition originally in 
connection with revenue protection. Ifa ship 
was detected, or believed to be engaged, inthe act 
of smugglieg, her pursuit, commenced in terri- 
torial waters, might be contiaued on the high 
seas. But even here limits were set. To take 
a concrete case :—Suppose that a vessel, fore- 
seeing a visit from water-police or customs 
officials, who have evidence of illegal acts com- 
mitted by her, slips her cable and runs out of 
port, then her pursuit may be undertaken and 
continued witheut regard to territorial bound- 
aries. But suppose that a ship, suspected of 
smuggling, is examined, and, no proof being 
obtainable against her at the moment, is granted 
clearance and allowed to leave the port, then it 
would seem that her pursuit can not subse- 
quently be carried beyond territorial waters 
even though evidence of illegal acts has been 
furnished against her in the interval. Now, 
with regard to the steamer Zhales, she was 
visited and searched while lying in a Formosa 
port, and the suspicion that the Chief of the 
Back Flags was concealed on board having re- 
ceived no confirmation, the vessel was suffered 
to proceed upon her voyage. Subsequently, 
doubts having arisen as to the thoroughness of 
the search made in port, the Vayayema Kan was 
despatched in pursuit. What interval elapsed 
between the departure of the Zhales and the 
commencement of her pursuit by the Fayeyama, 
we do not know accurately, but that it must have 
been a considerable interval is established by 
the fact that the TAaves was not over-bauled 
until she had reached the neighbourhood of 
Amoy. Had she been within sight when the 
Yayeyama steamed out of Anping in pursuit, 
she would have been undertaken much sooner. 
Hence it is plain that the pursuit was not com- 
menced in territorial waters : it was commenced 
after the Zhales had reached the high seas. 
Another doubtful point in Professor Terao’s 
argument is his contention that Liu Yung-fu was 
acommon criminal. That would not be admitt- 
ed, we think, by any international jurist. Had 
Liu effected his escape to British territory, for 
example, it is exceedingly doubtful whether his 
extradition would have been granted on Japan’s 
application. He would have been regarded as 
a political fugitive, and as such would have 
been accorded the privilege of asylum. Thus 
Professor Terao’s argument appears to fail in 
two important respects; first, that the pursuit 
of the Zhales was continous from territorial 
waters, and secondly, that the fugitive supposed 
to be on board had committed an offence 
rendering him liable to arrest and surrender 
wherever found. 


THE HOME MINISTER'S RESIGNA- 
TION. 





—_—__~»——. 

The vernacular press attaches special signi- 
ficance to the resignation of Viscount Nomura, 
Minister ot State for Home Affairs, regarding it 
as the forerunner of still more important 
changes in the Cabinet. 

The Fé thinks that the resignation can not 
be ascribable to the withdrawal of the Bills rela- 
ting to the Tokyo Metropolitan System and the 
Establishment of Musashi Prefecture, those 
measures not being of sufficient importance to 
justify such a step, The event must in reality 
be due to a conflict of views between the Vis- 
count and the Liberals. The ex-Home Minister 
was not on bad terms with any of his Ministerial 
colleagues. On the contrary, the relations 
between him and the Premier were thoroughly 


Google 


cordial. He does not seem, however, to have 
fathomed the exact character of the alliance 
between the Government and the Liberals. Ap- 
parently his estimate of the alliance was that it 
had been brought about by an accidental coin- 
cidence of views, and, labouring under that 
misconception, he expected—as shown in the 
instructions issued by fim last year to Local 
Officials, on the occasion of the conclusion of 
the alliance—that the policy hitherto pursued by 
the Cabinet would not be in any degree altered. 
Subsequent events proved that he was mistaken. 
He found thatthe influence of the Cabinet's allies 
was beginning to make itself felt in the policy of 
the Government. Such was notably the case with 
regard to the views held by the Liberals on 
affairs coming directly under the control of the 
Home Department: there a distinct clash 
occurred between the Government's methods 
of procedure and the Liberals policy. For 
instance, the amendments proposed by the 
Liberals in the sense of abolishing the system 
of great land-owners, and that of duplicate 
election, as provided by the existing District 
Organization Law, were changes that Viscount 
Nomura could not bring himself to approve. 
(We may mention here that by duplicate eclec- 
tion is meant the election of District As- 
sembly members from among the members 
of Divisional Assemblies, and not directly 
from among all eligible candidates.) He 
was, however, obliged to waive his objec- 
tions in deference to the peculiar situation in 
which the Liberals stand toward the Govern- 
ment. Further, the points of friction between 
the Viscount and the Liberals were not con- 
fined to these alone: in the matter of filling 
up vacancies among the Local Governors, and 
amending the system of Local Government, he 
found his ideas irreconcilable with those of the 
Liberals. Instead of bending to this state of 
affairs, he devoted all his energies and capa- 
city to curtail the influence of the Liberals 
within the circle of the Government. 

Like begets like. The Liberals, recognising 
an opponent, set themselves to make things 
unpleasant for him. In the deliberations of 
the Budget Committee, the large majority of 
whose members are Liberals, the secret service 
fund for the Home Department was considerably 
cut down, while that appearing in the Foreign 
Office Section was passed without alteration. 
Ia short, the relations between the Home 
Minister and the Liberals grew gradually 
more and more strained, and ultimately it be- 
came clear that either the Viscount or the 
Liberals must separate from the Government. 
There could not be much doubt how such an 
alternative would eventuate. Victory remained 
with the Liberals. The interesting question is, 
what effect will their success have upon them. 
Will it encourage them to fresh essays of a 
similarcharacter. The si seems to anticipates 
something of the kind. It predicts further 
complications within the Government as a re- 
sult of the Liberal alliance, and thinks that the 
elder statesmen now outside the official circle — 
will be even more dissatisfied with the Cabinet's 
action than Viscount Nomura has shown himself, 
In short, the Government, though by means of 
the support of the Liberals it is likely to pass 
safely through the ordeal of the Diet, appears 
doomed to shipwreck upon the rocks of inter- 
necine dissensions. Such are the Fiji's views. 


The surmises of the Fs as summarized 
above, are more or Jess contradicted by state- 
ments appearing in the Wickit Nicht Shimbun, 
which paper, on the strength of information ob- 
tained from a trustworthy source, says that the 
Viscount, though strongly opposed to one mea- 
sure advocated by the Liberals, namely, that 
of making District Headmen elective instead of 
Government nominees, did not attach special 
importance to the other amendments desired 
by them, namely, abolition of the systems of 
great land-owners and of duplicate election. 
Having been brought into such close concur- 
rence with the Liberal programme, His Excel- 
lency’s resignation must have been due to some 
Other cause, but the Miché Nich? does not yet 
undertake to define that cause. 

I: is interesting to observe that the slatement 
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of the Liberal Organ, the Zokyo Shimbun, is en- 
tirely different from those not only of the Fs//and 
Nicht Niché but also of all the other Journals. It 
repudiates the assertion made by the majority of 
the metropolitan papers that the Viscount's re- 
signation was due to a conflict of views between 
the Liberal Party and the Minister, and alleges 
that the withdrawal of Bills relating to the Metro- 
politan Government Scheme and the establish- 
ment of Musashi Prefecture -wag the primary 
cause. The Home Office having spent more 
than three years elaborating these measures, their 
unpopularity and withdrawal were sufficiently 
humiliating to necessitate the resignation of 
the Minister. The same paper regards the 
event as a mere ripple on the political sea and 
as an indication that the centre of the Cabinet 
has lost nothing of its firmness and stability. 
In short, the Liberal organ concludes that the 
resignation of the Viscount will not involve any- 
thing beyond a few changes in the personnel 
of the Department itself, leaving the Cabinet 
and its immediate environment untouched. 


This explanation of the Zokyo Shimbun's is, 
of course, traversed by the Progressionist’s 
organs, the Mainichi and Yomiuri, which 
papers predict that further changes in the Mini- 
stry are imminent. The hasty return, of Count 
Matsukata from Mikage, apparently as the 
result of a visit from Viscount Shinagawa, lend 
an air of probability to this prediction. The 
ex-Premier was to leave Osaka on the 4th inst., 
probably with Viscount Shinagawa.  Pre- 
suming that the rumoured changes really take 
place, and that Count Matsukata once more 
assumes the Premiership, there will, of course, 
be a considerable alteration in the attitude of 
the Liberals and other political parties, toward 
the Government. It is said that, in consequence 
of the arrival of an important message from 
the Kei-Han district on the evening of the 
2nd instant, the National Unionists convened 
an extraordinary meeting of the leading mem- 
bers of the Party for the following morning. 

Our own information goes to support the ac- 
count given in the Zohya Shimpo. We are 

“disposed to think that the Viscount’s_resigna- 
tion was caused by friction between himself and 
the Heads of Bureaux in the Department, and 
that the event will consequently be followed by 
some changes in the personnel of the Depart- 
ment. There does not seem to be sufficient 
reason for supposing that the cause lies in diffi- 
culties connected with the Liberal alliance. It 
would, indeed, be an over-sanguine expectation 
that the alliance will work with perfect smooth- 
ness, but thus far no incident so untoward as 
the resignation of a Cabinet Minister can be 
laid to its charge. If this version of the Vis- 
count’s resignation be correct, the affair will not 
be followed by any important changes in the 
Cabinet. There appears to be some truth in 
the rumour of Marquis Ito’s desire to visit 
Europe, but at present it is extremely doubtful 
whether his departure can be made to consist 
with the convenience of domestic politics. 


— 


TOKYO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AND THE BUSINESS TAX. 
————_———_——- 

The Tokyo Chamber of Commerce has 
arrived at an unfavourable conclusion with re- 
spect to the new system of Business Taxes 
proposed by the Government. The chief ground 
of the Chamber’s objection is that it can not 
bring itself to share the Government’s opinion 
that the resources of the country have been deve- 
loped to such an extent as to enable the people 
to bear the additional burden contemplated by 
the new law. It is true that the volume of 
exports has increased greatly of late in con- 
sequence of the depreciation of silver; but 
such conditions of exchange can not be per- 
manently relied upon. Further, although in 
consequence of exceptionally favourable cir- 
cumstances existing in the provinces since last 
year, the people’s purchasing power appears to 
have increased, that is merely a superficiat 
phenomenon, to be attributed, in great part, to 
the é/anm caused by a victorious war. In poinl 








of fact, the purchasing power of the people not 



















































have been hastened by his attending in the 
House of Representatives when the Address to 
the Throne on Cabinet Responsibility, with 
which he was prominently identified, came 
up for discussion. He was eminently a 
publicist, for, from first to last, with only 
a slight interval during which he served as 
a clerk in the Treasury Department, he 
devoted himself to journalism and_ political 
life. His newspaper connection extended to 
the Akebono Shimbun, the Zokyo Koron, and 
the Kokka:, all of which no longer exist, and 
the Choya, which is now edited by a staff 
entirely different from that of which he was 
the leader. Markedly unfortunate as a jour- 
nalist, his political life did not bring him 
Originally a Liberal, he 


having undergone any real change, the Cham- 
ber apprehends that the imposition of large 
additional burdens must have the effect of re- 
tarding the nation’s prosperity. It is expected 
that a representation based on the above deci- 
sion will soon be submitted to the Government, 
and that, at the same lime, a petition will be 
presented in each House of the Diet. 

The Shogyo estimates that, according to the 
Government’s new system of taxation, the total 
receipts of the Treasury from the business tax 
will be 7,551,377 yen, and the additional’ im- 
post, reckoning it at 20 per cent. of the tax, 
will be 1,510,275.400 yes. The following table 


gives the details :— 
Ordinary Mercantile 


Business tax. 


Additional impost 
en. Yen. 











Transactions ...... 3,800,493.408  760,098.681 | Much compensation. 

Banking ....cccccssecee 261,039.664 52,207.933| severed his connexion with that great party in 
Tisutance vicsecssecences 11,804.500 2,360.900 | 1882, in company with the late Mr. Baba Tatsui 
Money-lending, &c... 265,850.000 —_§3,170.000| and Mr. Oishi, the three setting up a party of 
Le oe seeeeeees 1,970,308.063  394,061.613| their own. It proved a very ephemeral affair, in 
t eee er rye 175 pene consequence of two of the three, Messrs. Baba 
Canals, 8¢C. .....cseeeee 4,013,300 802.660 | 294 Oishi, being arrested on suspicion of sedi- 
Public’ Works and : tious intent. Mr. Suyehiro next joined the 
Labour Contracts.. —_18,388.000 3.677.600] Daido Danketse, the short-lived political as- 
Printing ...cccssecees 8,214.250 1,642.850 | 80ciation organized by Count Goto a few years 
Photography .......0 2,029-400 405.880] ago, and broken up when its projector entered 
Business of Houseand the Cabinet. His last political connection was 
Room Letting...... 4.223.640 844.728/ with the ‘Strict Enforcement Party,” now 

Hotels and Inns ...... 333:424.400  66,684.880] known as the “ Responsibility Party.” No on 
praia baeye seecet ee 519,959.400 sa ta acquainted with iis dolnge’ ot he league of 
Pree a ee ,, Sot ae toe 4,149-200 | politicians can pretend to think that Mr. Saye- 
Total ......ccecce 7:5514377.000 1,510,275.400 hiro’s affiliation with it was in any sense happy. 
a His political career was, in truth, a series of 
failures. But in one sphere he made a marked 
OBITUALYF. success, that of noval writing. He composed 
cites, th four or five political novels. Considered from an 


artistic point of view, these works were altoge- 
ther devoid of titles to applause, but they were 
eagerly read by the public, the political romance 
being then a complete novelty in Japan, and 
Mr. Suyehiro being in a position to give to his 
readers an interesting insight into the political 
conditions of the time. Having gained two or 
three thousand yes by these novels, he was 
enabled to undertake a tour through Europe 
and America. The story of his travels appear- 
ed, shortly after his return, in a book entitled 
“The Travels of a Mute,” for having scarcely 
any knowledge of English, he could barely con- 
verse with foreigners. He sat in parliament two 
sessions, representing his native place in yo. 
Death overtook him at the early age of 47. 


In the death of Mr. Kawata Go, a Court 
Councillor, and member of the House of Peers, 
Japan has lost another noted Chinese scholar. 
He and Messrs. Shigeno and Mishima, both 
Professors of the Imperial University, were re- 
garded as the most eminent trio of Chinese 
contemporary scholars, and Mr. Kawata was 
counted the best of the three both in style and 
in erudition. A retainer of Itakura, feudal 
Baron of Matsuyama, in Bitchu, he per- 
formed distinguished services for his chief 
on the occasion of the Restoration, when 
Itakura, then the last councillor of the Regency 
was forced to join the Shogunate partizans, 
headed by Enomoto Kamajiro, now Viscount 
Enomoto, and Otori Keisuke, now a Privy 
Councillor, and to accompany then to the O-u 
districts and ultimately to Hakodate. Itakura 
fell under the strong displeasure of the Imperial 
Courtand had his fief entirely confiscated. But 
the sentence was afterwards modified, chiefly 
through the efforts of Mr. Kawata, who proceed- 
ed to Kyoto, disguised in the commonest attire 
—for the clan of Matsuyama being under the 
ban of treason, its members were cut down by 
the Imperialists whenever discovered—and_ by 
the aid of several literary friends in that city, 
pleaded the cause of his clan and his chief go 
successfully that the sentence of confiscation 
and extinction was remitted. Shortly after 
the Restoration, he served fora brief period 
as Junior Secretary of the Matsuyama fief, 
his sole experience of administrative duties, 
all the rest of his life having been devoted to 
literary pursuits or functions connected with the 
Court. Thus he held the position of Head of 
the Bureau of Imperial Mausolea, Commissioner 
of the History Compilation Burean, Attendant in 
the Kinkei Hall of the Palace; tutor to the Prince- 
Imperial, and lastly, Court Councillor. _ He was 
nominated a member of the House of Peers in 
1890, in consideration of his distinguished 
erudition ; but he never took any active part in 
politics. The loss that the Chinese literature of 
Japan sustains by his death is irreparable, for 
men of ability no longer devote themselves to 
the study of Chinese, as was the habit in pre- 
Restoration days. Mr. Kawata was in his 67th 
year. 

We have also to record the deaths of two 
other distinguished men, Mr. Suyehiro Shige- 
yasu, and Mr. Ishida Kumahiko, both mem- 
bers of the Diet. They expired on the 5th 
instant. Mr. Suyehiro had long suffered from 
cancer of the tongue, but his death is said to 








THE GOVERNMEN?7'S IDEA ABOUT 
THE CURRENCY. 


—_———___ 

The Government Delegate for the Depart- 
ment of Finance gave some information to the 
Budget Committee with respect to the volume 
of currency that the Authorities think commen- 
surate with the needs of the nation at present. 
It is not pretended, of course, that any hard 
and fast conclusion can be formulated on such 
a subject, but a fairly approximate estimate may 
be based on the figures showing the total volume 
of currency in circulation at the beginning of 
each year in recent times. The total for the 
commencement of 1893 was 170,560,000 yen; 
that for 1894 was 187,820,000 yen ; that for 1895 
was 185,000,000 yen, and that for 1896 
WAS 212,260,000 yen, all in round numbers. 
From the total for 1896, however, must be 
subtracted more than 16 million yes, which 
amount has been carried to Korea, For- 
mosa, and the districts of China occupied by 
the Japanese Army, where it still remains in 
circulation. Further, from the beginning of 
this year, the volume diminished perceptibly, 
the figure on the 18th of January being only 
198,600,000 yen. The Government is there- 
fore of opinion that, in view of the development 
of Hokkaido and of Formosa, the total volume 
of currency adapted to the present needs of the 
country, may be estimated at about 200 mil- 
lion yen. 

It should be observed here that the volume of 
Exchequer notes and National bank notes in 
circulation at the beginning of this year was 
exactly 31,926,010 yen, a decrease of about 
ers yen as compared with the preceding 
month, 
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THE HIROSHIMA PRELIMINARY 
TRIBUNAL AND VISCOUNT 
MIURA. 

——____.——____— 

‘YE publish to-day a translation of the 
finding bf the preliminary tribunal 

at Hiroshima, charged with the examina- 
tion of Viscount MIURA, Japanese ex- 
Minister to Séul, and forty-seven persons 
of various callings. It is a most singu- 
lar finding. The Court, in its account 
of the events that preceded and accom- 
panied the coup a@’étdt of October 8th, 
alleges distinctly that Viscount Miura 
was guilty, if not of the very crimes 
laid to his charge, at any rate of cog- 
nate crimes, and then discharges him 
on the ground of insufficient evidence. 
Under the circumstances with which Vis- 
count MIURA had to deal shortly after his 
arrived in Séul, when the withdrawal of 
Count INOUYE’S able hand had set free the 
old forces of intrigue and corrupt con- 
servatism, it can not be thought surpris- 
ing that, in the interests alike of Korea 
and of Japan, he should have been willing 
to entertain proposals for restoring the 
Prince-Parent to power, and finally elimi- 
nating the QUEEN’S influence, or that he 
should have covertly employedallthe means 
at his disposal to promote the success of 
such a project. It is true that in doing so 
he acted in direct opposition to the policy 
of the Government he represented and to 
the letter of the instructions he had re- 
ceived. In the days immediately preced- 
ing and succeeding the close of the war, 
the Japanese Government may have ex- 
pected to solve the Korean problem by 
drastic methods, methods evidently appli- 
cable to such a chaos.of official corruption 
and party intrigue. But after the interven- 
tion of the three Powers had established 
.the principle that Oriental politics were 
to be directed from Europe, Japanese 
statesmanship, represented by Count 
INOUYE, seems to have concluded that 
unless some faction in Korea itself could 
be won over to the cause of the country’s 
regeneration, the hape of making the little 
Kingdom worthy of independence must 
be abandoned. The QUEEN’S party was 
selected for the purpose. . Despite its evil 
record, the MING faction wielded more 
real power than any other political aseo- 
ciation in the peninsula, and its head, 
the QUEEN, as Count INOUYE frequently 
declared, was a lady of fine instincts and 


INOUYe’s hands the plan mapped out by. 


him would have.succeeded, its inherent 
difficulties lay so far beyond the control 
of any average diplomat as to impair the 


soundness of the plan itself; for after all,. 


every wise. scheme must be adapted to 
the instruments available for its execu- 
tion. Be that as it may, however, Vis- 
count MIURA, finding that the situation 
had entered a phase fatal, as he supposed, 
to the whole aim of his country’s policy in 
Korea and to the preservation of the little 
Kingdom’s independence, and being ap- 
proached by agents of the Prince-Parent, 
suggesting the latter’s return to power 
and the dethronement of the QUEEN, ac- 
cepted the alternative, and took upon him- 
self the responsibility of flying in the face 
ofhis Government and his orders. To such 
lengths did he push his disjunction from 
Tokyo that, during several days after the 
coup d'état, he took care to keep the Japan- 
ese Cabinet without any telegrams convey- 
ing clear imformation as to the events of 
October 8th. All this, totally indefensible 
as it was from a disciplinarian point of 





count it gives .of Viscount Miura’s do- 
ings. But having placed that account on 
record and having then and there released 
Viscount MIURA,.on the ground that: evi- 
dence sufficient to commit him for trial 
was not forthcoming, the tribuual can not 
escape the. disgrace of having set the Jaws 
of the land at defiance, and perpetrated 


one of the most flagrant injustices eyer 


committed by a court of law. It. is in 
truth, a totally inexplicable finding. lf 
the court had intended to release Viscount 


MIURA at all hazards, why. should it have 


set dewn, in black .on .white, numerous 


clear reasons for not releasing him? 


Nothiag could possibly be. more injurious 
tothe reputationof the Japanese Judiciary. 

Another regrettable aspect of the. affair 
is the impression that must.be produced 
upon: foreiguers. From: the first it.was 
believed, must unjustifiably, in some quar- 
ters, that the Tokyo Cabinet. had been 
privy to the coup a’étdt of October 8th. 
Persons harbouring that notion predicted 


boldly that Viscount. MIURA would be 





acquitted by the Hiroshima tribunal. Un- 
doubtedly they will, now affirm. that the 
Government did not desire his conviction, 
and that the court was guided accordingly. 
Theoretically, the Japanese Judiciary is 
entirely independent of the Executive, 
‘but the judges are poorly-paid officers, 
lacking as yet.a full sense. of the dignity of 
the Bench, and scarcely likely to obey the 
dictates of justice only in a case where 


view, could not be called criminal. It 
constituted, in deed, a gross abuse of trust 
and authority, but was not irreconcilable 
with pure and patriotic motives. The 
QUEEN’S murder, however, was a totally 
different matter. Noone acquainted with 
Viscount MIURA supposed him capable of 
conniving at such a crime, still less of 
instigating it. Yet the Hiroshima tribunal 


clearly asserts that the project of taking 
Her. MAJjestTy’s life received approval, if 
it did not actuaHy originate, at a confer- 
ence held in the Japanese Legation by 
Viscount Miura, Mr. SUGIMURA, .Secre- 
tary of Legation, and .Mr. OKAMOTO, 
adviser to the Korean War Department. 
It further clearly asserts that when Vis- 
count MIURA summoned certain Japanese 
youths and asked them to céoperate in the 
coup a’ état, he instigated them to despatch 
the QUEEN when they entered the Palace. 
If further clearly asserts that these Japan- 
ese—who were among the _ prisoners 
arraigned before the tribunal—conveyed 
to their comrades Viscount Miura’s charge 
about the QUEEN. Finally, it clearly 
asserts that when the party of conspirators 
were about to set out from the Prince- 
Parent’s residence en route for the Palace, 
Mr. OKAMOTO urged upon them the duty 
of dealing with the “fox” in accordance 
with the exigency, which somewhat am- 
biguous phrase the tribunal interprets as 


eminent ability, whose occasional adhe-| being an obvious instigation to murder her 


sion to violent and treacherous methods 
might be attributed rather to the demo- 
ralizing circumstances among which she 
lived that to any natural taste for such 


MAJESTY. Nevertheless, in the face of all 
these things, the tribunal declares that 
sufficjent evidence is not forthcoming to 
justify the committal of Viscount MIURA 





agencies. Count INOuYE had carried this|and Mr. OKAMOTO on a charge of murder, 
“programme smoothly beyond the first!or of murderous intent. Unfortunately, 
stages towards realization when he hand-: the testimony adduced before a prelimi- 
ed over the Legation in Séul to Viscount) nary tribunal in Japan is not published. 
MIURA, whose explicit instructions.were to|We are, therefore, unable to form any 
follow the lines of his able predecessor./opinion as to whether the Hiroshima 
It is not improbable that, though in Count Court had eyidence warranting the ac- 
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great political issues are involved. .Mare- 
over, 
of the Executive and the Judiciary, the 


despite this nominal separation 


Minister of State for Justice is theo- 
retically the chief of the Public Pro- 


curators, and in atrial like that just 
concluded at Hiroshima, the Public Procu- 


rator would naturally bein close contact 
with the Administration. There are plaus- 
ible grounds, therefore, for a suspicion 


that Governmental influence was exercised 
on Viscount: Miura’s behalf. But in point 
of fact the Government’s interests: made 
entirely forthe conviction of the ex-Mini- 


ster. Having taken the extreme step of 
causing his arrest and arraignment on a 
capilal charge, thereby provoking.a good 


deal of hostile criticism from persons that 
regarded such steps.as alkeogetler exces- 
sive, the Government must naturally have 
desired that its action should be vindi- 
cated by the Judgment of a Court of Law. 
One thing is perfectly clear; that if the 
Hiroshima tribunal had acted in obedience’ 
to official suggestion, or been in any 
degree under. official, guidance, it would 
never have been suffered to pursue acourse 
so clumsy, so glaringly unjust, as to bring 
contempt upon all concerned. Govern- 
ments. have been known.many a time: to 
interfere with the Judiciary where gzeat 
political issues were at stake, but their in- 
terference has always been marked at least 
by tact and dexterity, and has never been 
exercised in such openly proclaimed and 
conspicuously recorded defiance of law 
and justice asto astonish every intelligent 
observer,, and attract universal attention 
where secrecy. is. above all things desirable. 
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A TELEGRAPHIC SERVICE FOR 
YOKOHAMA. 


—___@——___—_ 
E must crave our readers’ indul- 


gence for laying before them an 
explanation not wholly of public interest. 
Many years ago a service of telegrams 
used to be obtained for Yokohama by 
means of a general subscription. Several 
of the leading firms, the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Club, and so forth, sub- 
scribed fixed sums, and the three news- 
papers—the Japan Gazette, fapan Herald 
and ¥apan Mail—contributed $25 each 
per mensem. After long and patient 
trial the system was found to be unwork- 
able for reasons into which we need not 
enter here. The Settlement having then 
remained for a time virtually without tele- 
graphic news, we finally resolved to correct 
the deficiency, so far as our means permit- 
ted. An arrangement was accordingly 
made with Reuter’s Agent to procure for 
the Fapan Mail all important telegraphic 
messages reaching Shanghai from Europe. 
In view of the heavy expense involved, it 
was obviously necessary that we should 
take measures to protect our own in- 
terests, and we therefore stipulated with 
Reuter’s Agent that the telegrams pro- 
cured for us should not be supplied by 
him to any other newspaper in Yokohama 
without our consent. This simple business 
precaution has been constantly misrepre- 
sented to our discredit by the Fapan 
Gazette and the $apan Herald. It has 
been alleged that we held a monopoly of 
the service, and that, by our refusal to 
suffer céoperation, we opposed an effec- 
tive barrier to arrangements for securing 
a fuller service. Nothing could have been 
more untrue. We were always perfectly 
willing that any other journal should par- 
ticipate in the enterprise, and we have 
repeatedly stated the fact in these columns. 
In 1884—we are not quite certain as to 
the date—the Fapan Gasette expressed a 
desire to céoperate, but desisted on learn- 
ing the cost. In 1888, the Oficial Gasette 
did actually céoperate, the expense of a 
$300 monthly service being equally divided 
between it and the Fapan Mail. Subse- 
quently, the Oficral Gasette withdrew, and 
the ¥apan Advertiser came in on the same 
terms, but abandoned the arrangement 
after a time. We may note here, once 
for all, that the field for newspaper 
enterprise in Japan does not warrant 
any such expenditures as the above on 
account of telegrams. So far as our ex- 
“perience goes, the mere fact of publishing 
in the forenoon telegrams that other jour- 
nals, circulating among the same com- 
munity, are able to re-publish in the after- 
noon, does not make a difference of ten 
subscribers in a twelvemonth. Never- 
theless, we continued the service because 
the idea of remaining altogether without 
telegrams seemed intolerable from a jour- 
nalistic point of view. It is, perhaps, not 
unwarrantable to remind the people of 


Yokohama that, since 1882, almost the 
whole burden of procuring a telegraphic 
service for this Settlement has been borne 
by the ¥apan Mail alone. During the past 
year we have reduced the service to $100 
monthly, because we felt no inclination to 
continue a most onerous outlay in the face 
of unjust attacks based on the fact that we 
alone were willing to make such heavy 
disbursements for the sake of discharging 
a newspaper’s first duty. 

We now come to the last chapter of the 
story. It is told in the correspondence 
published below, but for the sake of 
brevity we shall state the main facts. 

On the 27th of January, Mr. TRAFFORD, 
Reuter’s new Agent, informed the manager 
of the Japan Mail that Mr. TENNANT, 
editor of the fapan Gasette, having secur- 
ed the pecuniary support of a number of 
Yokohama firms, offered a contract for a 
year’s service of telegrams at $300 month- 
ly, the fapan Herald to participate on 
equal terms with the Japan Gazette. The 
agent, being already under agreement 
with the Fapan Mail, inquired whether 
the latter would consent to enter the com- 
bination, and when asked to communicate 
direct with the proprietor, did so by letter 
on the 2gth ultimo. It then transpired 
that the only condition under which the 
Fapan Mail would be allowed to enter 
was the payment of $150 monthly. Now 
the number of firms that had ‘signified 
their willingness to subscribe was 35, 
their promised subscriptions aggregating 
some $2,800 annually, and the Fapan 
Gazette and Yapan Herald, undertook 
to pay $500 each yearly. The Fapan 
Mail, on the other hand, was _ requir- 
ed to subscribe $150 monthly. These 
facts had already become known ap- 
proximately to the proprietor of the 
Fapan Mail through private channels. 
Hence, while expressing entire willingness 
to céoperate in any fair arrangement, he 
asked for some arithmetical explanation 
of the basis on which his share of liability 
was assessed at a figure three-and-a-half 
times as high as that of the two other 
subscribing journals. But Reuter’s Agent 
professed himself unable to furnish any 
explanation, and Mr. TENNANT emphati- 
cally refused to furnish it. In short, the 
editor of the fapan Gazette assumed the 
position that thirty-five Yokohama firms had 
promised to subscribe a considerable sum 
of money on the understanding that news 
purchased with it should be at the service 
of the Fapan Gasette and the Fapan 
Herald on terms immensely more favour- 
able than those offered to the fapan Mail, 
and that the arrangement was so far of a 
private character that its details were to 
be concealed from the proprietor of the 
Fapan Mail. We can not for an instant 
believe that a number of the leading mer- 
chants of Yokohama have deliberately lent 
themselves to such an unfair compact, or 
that they will endorse the secrecy observ- 
ed by the editor of the Fapan Gazette. 
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Their object in subscribing is doubtless 
nothing more than to obtaina better service 
of telegrams, and certainly they have not 
sanctioned any concealment or injustice. 
Our main purpose, also, is to procure a 
good service of telegrams for Yokohama, 
and it is on that account that we have dis- 
bursed large sums during the past thirteen 
years without obtaining, or expecting to 
obtain, anything like an equivalent return 
in the ordinary routine of journalistic busi- 
ness. The editor of the Fapan Gasette 
alleges, in Saturday’s issue, that, before 
canvassing for subscriptions among the 
community, he made a proposition to us, 
through Reuter’s Agent, to increase the 
number of telegrams, and that it was “‘ con- 
temptuously refused.” In fact, he endea- 
vours to show that the ‘‘ supercilious man- 
ner’’ of our refusal is more or less respon- 
sible for his present action, and we have 
strong reasons for thinking that his appeal 
to the various firms was supported by some 
such description of our mood. In point of 
fact, as we haye just learned, a verbal pro- 
position was made by Mr. TRAFFORD to 
the Manager of the Ffapan Mazi, in the 
sense that, if the AZas/ would raise its 
monthly subscription to $150, the Gasette 
was prepared to subscribe $50, on condi- 
tion of sharing the telegrams equally with 
with the Mai// Would such a proposi- 
tion have been seriously entertained by 
any sane person? The Manager of the 
Japan Mas did not even think it worth 
while to communicate Mr. TRAFFORD’S 
offer to the proprietor of this journal, who 
learned of it for the first time on reading 
the Fapan Gasette’s ludicrous complaint 
that its proposition was “ contemptuously 
refused.” Is the Editor of the Fapan 
Gasette so very naive as to imagine that by 
paying one-fourth of the cost of a service 
of telegrams he can acquire the same title 
to the service as a newspaper paying three- 
fourths of the cost? To complain that its 
proposition was not treated seriously with- 
out telling anything about the absurd 
nature of the proposition, is consistent with 
the Japan Gasette’s usual methods. The 
editor of the Japan Gazette further alleges 
that though we have been approached 
about the present arrangement, ‘‘ the spirit 
of dictation’’ shown by us has hitherto 
“made an understanding impossible.” 
Our readers can judge for themselves, from 
the accompanying correspondence, whe- 
ther we have exhibited ‘a spirit of dicta- 
tion.” It seems curious to tell a mews- 
paper that it must pay nearly four times as 
much as its contemporaries for an equal 
share in a telegraphic service, and then to 
accuse it of a “ spirit of dictation ”’ because 
it questions the justice of such an assess- 
ment. 

One other point has to be noticed in 
this context. Mr. TENNANT, in his last 
letter to Reuter’s agent, says:—‘' As the 
Mail is a morning paper, it is obvious 
that as it would profit to the extent of 
the subscription that I am responsible 
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to you for, it can not come in except on 
the terms you suggested” (se. $150 
monthly). That is strange arithmetic. If 
the fapan Mail joins the combinatlon on 
the proposed terms, the telegrams will 
be divided, for purposes of publication, 
equally between it andthe Fapan Gazette. 
Thus the monthly service being $450, 
each paper might be said to receive tele- 
grams representing $225. For that share 
the F¥apan Gasette would pay forty-one 
dollars and sixty-six cents, and the 
$apan Mail would pay a hundred and 
fifty dollars. 


As to the arrangement that is contem- 
plated, we venture to think that it might 
be greatly improved. The permanent sub- 
scribers to the service of telegrams being 
the newspapers, it would surely be better 
that they should pay a fixed monthly sub- 
scription, and that all the money contri- 
buted by the community should go, not to 
reduce the payments by the newspapers, 
but to improve the service. At present, 
only three newspapers seem likely to 
enter the combination—the Japan Ga- 
sette, the Fapan Herald, and the Fapan 
Mail. \n consideration of the fact that 
the two first are evening papers, publish- 
ed at, or about, the same hour, whereas 
the Fapan Mail is a morning paper, it 
seems fair that the latter should subscribe 
more largely that either of the others. We 


are willing to dispose of that point by con- changes of importance occur. ‘The contract is to 
tributing a sum equal to the joint subscrip-| date from February rst, 1896, to January 3tst, 


: 1897.” 
tions of the Fapan Herald and the Fapan| fBelore sending any reply to the Gazette, I shall 
Gasette—so long, of course, as only one | be pleased to learn what your views are as to the 
; . : proposed contract, and if you are willing to co- 
morning paper is a party to the arrange- operate in securing an increased service of news. 
ment. What we suggest, then, is that the I shall do nothing in the matter until I hear from 
you, but as the rst Nebruary is mentioned as the 
Fapan Gasette and the Fapan Herald) date tor starting the service I shall be obliged for 
contribute $50 each, monthly, and the] an early intimation of your views. 
Japan Mail, $100. That would give Yours faithfully, J. K. Trarrorp. 
an invariable sum of $200 monthly, and if 
the contributions thus far promised by the 
community he added, Yokohama would 
have a service of $5,200 annually, or 
$4333; monthly. Any further sums sub- 
scribed by firms or individuals—and it 
certainly seems to us that the Legations 
and Consulates might be justly canvassed 
—should go to swell the service, which, 
in time, would doubtless be equal to that 
received by Shanghai. 


I have thought it only fair that the Maid, for its 
consistent support to Reuter’s service, should be 
the first paper to be considered in any proposed 
atrangement for a new and enlarged service of 
news, and [ have therefore placed Mr. Beale in 
possession of all particulars relating to the offer 
from the Gazette. Although the offer of $300 a 
month comes solely from the Gazette, it means, as 
the service is also to be furnished to the Herald, 
that both papers will share the cost, and I am 
anxious to know if you are willing to cSoperate 
in securing an increased service of telegrams, 
At present we are in receipt of $100 a month 
from the Mast, tut if this is increased to $150 we 
shall, with the $300 offered by the Gazette have 
$450 a month to spend in telegrams, less the 
usual commission to the Company. I must add 
that the service is to be open to the Advertiser on 
the same terms, viz., $150 a month, should that 
paper desire to subscribe, the additional income, 
less commission, being spent on telegrams, 

I need hardly say that every care will be taken 
on our part to distribute the telegrams equally be- 
tween the morning and evening issues. 

You will see from the copy of Mr. Tennant’s 
letter that he is anxious to start the new service 
from the Ist proximo, and as he is pressing me for 
au early reply to his proposition I shall be grate. 
ful for an expression of your views, which I trust 
will be favourable to the wew scheme, at your 
earliest convenience. 

Yours faithfully, J. K. Trarrorp. 


(BNCLOSURB 1N THB ABOVE), 


January 27th, 1896. 
THe Manager, ‘Japan Matt.” 


Dear Str,—I am to-day in receipt of a letter 
from Mr. Tennant of the Fapan Gazette in which 
he makes us au offer of a contractfor a twelve, 
month’s service of telegrams ata subscription of 
300 yen monthly. Mc. Tennant goes on to say: 
“The Fapan Herald will share the expense with 
us and will therefore publish the telegrams, and 
as a cerlain number of firms have arranged to 
subscribe, the telegrams will be sent to such 
subscribers immediately upon ariival. We do 
not require messages referring to horse-races or 
cricket matches, but desire to arrange to quote 
Patis and New York rates on London when any 


(1) 


Tokyo, Jan. 2gth, 1896. 
J. K. Trarrorp, Esq., 
Reuter’s Telegram Company, Yokohama. 


Dear Sir,—I have received your letter of this 
date, and have to thank you for the position you 
take. It gives me much pleasure to learn that 
there is a prospect of Yokohama’s receiving a 
better supply of telegrams, and I shall of course 
cOoperate to secure that result, But it is impos- 
sible for me to make any definite answer to your 
proposal until you state it moreclearly. The posi- 
tion you take, as I understand it, is that you will 
expend upon telegrams for Yokohama all the 
money paid by newspapers and merchants’ firms 
on account of the service, minus your own com- 
mission. But you donot say what your commission 
is to be, or whether it will vary according to the 
number of journals oc firms receiving the tele- 
grams. Neither do you say how the telegrams for 
Yokohama are to be selected from among those 
reaching Shanghai—a most important point. If 
you are prepared to procure for Yokohama the 
whole of the Shanghai telegraphic news, no ques- 
tion of selection need be considered. Are you 
prepared to do so for a sum of $450 monthly ? 
Apparently not, for you to speak of obtaining $150 
more from the Advertiser, and thus bringing your 
total payment to $600. Some understanding of a 
more definite character seems necessary. 

As to your statement of terms of payment, I 
shall be happy to pay exactly the same sum 
as the Fapan Gazette as a newspaper and the 
Fapan Herald asawewspaper. It is obviously 
out of the question that one of the three equally 
benefiting papers should pay more than either of 
the other two. Here, too, we must have a perfectly 
clear understanding. You inform me that accord- 
ing to Mr. Tennaut’s explanation “ the service is 
partly supported by subscriptions guaranteed to 
him by certain firms in Yokohama to whom he is 
to supply copies of the telegrams as received.” 


We apologise to our readers for devot- 
ing so much space to this subject, but 
there have been so many misrepresenta- 
tions and misunderstandings that we feel 
justified in publishing the full details. 


Jammary 2gth, 1896. 
Capt. F, Brinxcer, R.A., Tokyo. 

Dear Sir,—I have forwarded to Mc. ‘Beale 

copy of a letter (1) addressed to me as Reuter’s 

representative by Mr. Tennant of the Fapan 

Gazette in which he makes us an offer of a con- 

tract for one year for a service of telegrams ata 
monthly subscription of $300. 


From Mr. Tennant’s explanation this service is 
partly supported by subscriptions guaranteed to 
him by certain firms in Yokohama, to whom he is 
to supply copies of the telegrams as received, and 
the Fapan Herald is also to have the right of 
publishing the messages from copies supplied by 
the Gazette, the latter paper being responsible for 
the monthly subscription. 

Before giving any reply to Mc. Tennant’s offer, 
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What is the amount of those subscriptions, and by 
whom arethey made? All these things, as you will 
surely agree, must be plain and above board. It 
Cannot possibly be the intention of the subscribe 
ing firms that the fapan Herald and the Fapan 
Gazette aloue are to benefit by theic subscriptions, 
and that they, as well asthe Fapan Herald aud 
the Fapan Gazette, are to derive unfair benefit by 
imposing a disproportionately heavy payment on 
the Fapan Mat#. Whatever sum is paid by the 
Fapan Gazette and the $apan Herald—which you 
say are (o pay an equal amount—that sum and 
no more I am prepared to pay on account of the 
is ee Mail. 

nother point requires clear understanding. 
You say that every case shall be takew on your 
part to distribute the telegrams equally between 
the motning and evening issues, I do not under. 
stand that. The fapan Gazette has a morning 
issue. Is that issue to be supplied? In other 
words is the Fapan Gazette’s morning issue to be 
placed on the same footing as the Fapan Mas/ for 
the purposes of telegraphic service? 

I too, am anxious not to lose a day over this 
matter, but you will permit me to remind you that 
Reuter’s Agency is bound by agreement to give 
mea month’s notice before abandoning the service 
to the fapan Mail, and is pledged not to sell the 
telegrams to any other jourual in Yokohama pend- 
ing the termination of the agreement. [ should 
be most unwilling to make these conditions a 
source of delay, and am' therefore ready to come 
into the new arrangement at a day’s notice on the 
terms meutioned above, namely, that the whole 
affair be plain and above board, and that the 


Fapan Mail shall not be required to pay a sen 


more than the sum paid by any other Yokohama 


journal benefiting equally by the telegrams. 


F. BRINKLeY. 


Jan. 30th, 1896. 
Capt. F. Brinxzey, R.A., Tokyo. 


Dgar Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of 
yesterday’s date. 

I note with much pleasure that you are willing 
to cSoperate in securing an increased service of 
elegrams and will now endeavour to answer as 


Yours faithfully, 


clearly as possible the different points you raise. 


1st.—Our commission will be 20 per cent. on the 
full amount of the subscriptions received, this 
allowance to cover our loss in exchange when re- 
mitting payment to Shanghai and all chatges for 
coding and delivering telegrams, etc., etc. 


and.—The selection of the telegrams to be left 
in the hands of our Shanghai Agent from the best 
of the news he has at his command, instructions 
being sent to him from time to time as to our re- 
quirements. For $450 a month it would be im- 
possible to procme the whole of the Shanghai 
service, and even with the support of the Advertiser 
(which I am afraid we cannot count upon), we 
could scarcely get the entire service, for it must be 
borne in mind that the rate from Shanghai to 
Japan is 84 cents a word, and the service to Shang- 
hai runs to over 1,000 words a month, 

3rd.—As regards the terms offered by the 
Gazette. Ican only say that Mr. Tennant has 
offered us a yeat’s contract at $300 a month, with 
the stipulation that he is to be at liberty to supply 
the messages to the Herald aud to certain firms 
in the town from whom he receives subscriptions, 
but who the firms are and what amount he collects 
from them I do not know. In asking you to con- 
tribute $150 a month T have fixed this sum as the 
proportion of each paper under the offer of $300 
from the Gazette, which shares with the Herald, it 
being open to any paper subscribing to the tele- 
grams to secive for itself the support of private 
subscribers. If we decline the offer of the Gazette 
it is open to that journalto secure the telegrams 
from Shanghai after the publication of the J. C. 
Daily News without intermediary, while in joining 
the proposed new service the Mas! will have the 
benefit of the $300 now offered by the Gazetée, and 
in the same way the latter paper and the Herald 
will benefit by the additional subscription of the 
Mail. . 

4th.—As to the distiibution of the telegrams, 
Mr. Tennant assures me that he has no inten- 
tion of using the telegrams first hand for the 
morning issue of his paper and will under- 
take not to publish any fresh telegrams in the 
Morning Edition of the Gazette, but will only 
republish them from his evening issue. Ou my 
part every care shall be taken to give the Mazi as 
much fresh intelligence as is supplied to the even- 
ing journals. 
I am confident that you will acknowledge I am 
doing all in my power to give every consideration 
to the Masl before entering into any fresh contract, 
and I sincerely trust you will place ine in the posi- 
tion of concluding an agreement with yourself and 
the Gazette. I donot look to the Aeradd for an 
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agreement, as Mr, Tennant’s arrangement with 
that paper is between himself and Mr. Brooke, 
and the Gazette is responsible for the full sub- 
scription. : ; 

In view of the opening of the British Parliament 
early next month, Mr, Tennent informs me that 
failing the acceptance by us of his offer he intends 
to arrange for supply of telegrams from Shang- 
hai from an outside source, and this unfor- 
tunately we are not in a position to prevent, al- 
though of course we can always get our news over 
here first, but he prefers to deal through us and I 
am therefore only waiting now for your decision, 
which I trust will be favourable to the new scheme. 

As regards any agreement now in existence be- 
tween the Afai/ and this company, we are of course 
prepared to fulfil our obligations, but as some fresh 
arrangement is almost certain to be made, either 
vow or at no distant date, it will, I think, be in the 
interests of both parties to terminate the present 
agreement from the end of next month, or from 
the 31st instant, if you are willing to céoperate in 
the new service proposed by the Gazette. Failing 
your support to this, we shall carry on the present 
supply of messages to the Mai/ until the end of 
February, in the meantime seeing what new 
arrangement can be made, but it will be a great 
pity and a loss to all concerned if the Gazette 
has tu resort to a separate service of telegrams 
as against the news supplied by Reuter. 

Begging the favour of a reply at your earliest 
convenience, { am dear Sir, yours faithfully, 

J. K. TraFrorp. 





Tokyo, January 30th, 1896. 
J. K. Trarrorp, Esq.. 


Dear Sr1r,—I am sorry to say that your letter 
of this date does not bring us much nearer a solu- 
tion of the difficulty, though it contains some ex- 
planations for which I am much obliged. 


' T repeat that I am perfectly willing to cSoperate 
for the purpose of securing a better service of 
telegrams for Yokohama, but I can not consent to 
be the victim of a gross injustice. I will pay what 
the other newspapers pay and wo more. Mr. 
Tennant, editor of the Fapan Gazette, in his letter 
to you, of which you furnished a copy to Mr. Beale, 
informed yon that he had secured subscriptions 
from several firms in Yokohama on condition that 
they should be supplied with the telegrams on 
acrival, Mr. Tennant further informed Mr. Beale 
in conversation that, being questioned by some of 
the subscribers, he told them that the Fapan Mail 
was to be invited to join the arrangement. Yet 
it now appears that he intends to appropriate to 
his own benefit and to that of the Fapan Herald 
the whole of the money subscribed by the Yoko- 
hama ficms, thus obliging the Fapan Mail to re- 
main outside the arrangement, or to enter it on 
payment of a much larger sum than that paid by 
either the Fapan Gazette or the Fapan Herald. | 
am credibly informed that the mouthly disburse- 
ments made by the Fapan Herald and the Fapan 
Gazette under this arrangement, will not amount 
to even one third of the sum demanded from the 
Fapan Mail. Me. Tennant must be perfectly well 
aware that the nature of his proposal precludes 
its acceptance by any person of ordinary intel- 
ligence. Therefore, instead of inviting the Fapan 
Mail to join the arrangement, he seems to be de- 
liberately trying to exclude the Fapan Mad. lt 
is wholly incredible to me that a vuumber of Yoko- 
hama firms would be a party to such manifest 
unfairness. They have subscribed, not to save 
the pockets of the Fapan Herald aud the Fapan 
Gazette, but to assist in procuring a better service 
of telegrams. 


Tam not sure, however, whether the proposal of 
$150 comes from you or from Mr. Tennant. You 
say in your letter of to-day :=="I have fixed this 
sum as the proportion of each paper under the 
offer of $300 from the Gazette, which it shares 
with the Herald.’ If you have fixed it, then you 
must know what the proportion is. If you do not 
know, you are certainly not in a position to fix the 
sum to be paid by the Mas?. Will you kindly 
make this point clear. 

You further say :—=“It is open to any paper 

‘subscribing to the telegrams to secure for itself 
the support of private subscribers.” [t appears to 
me that you have written this without careful te- 
flection. It is wholly out of the question that any 
newspaper should canvass for private subscriptions 
to lighten its expenses when it can offer nothing 
in retucn for such subscriptions, With exceptions 
so rare as to be unworthy of notice, the Shang: 
hai telegrams arcive in Yokohama too fate to 
be distributed to subscribers the same evening, 
and their distribution the next morning could not 
precede the publication of the Masi by any appre- 
ciable interval, 

I gather from your letter that if I enter the 
combination on the terms proposed by you, ail the 
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telegrams, including those supplied tothe Afail as 
its own slrare and for its own prior publication, 
are to be sent to Mr. Tennant at the same time, 
in order that he may distribute them among his 
subscribers. In other words, the Fapan Gaselte's 
special subscribers are to benefit by the telegrams 
for which I pay, while, [ am not to benefit in any 
way by their subscriptions. I amconfident that 
the subscribers do not contemplate anything of 
that kind, 

I must add here that I can not consent to be 
falsely placed in the position of obstructing any 
arrangement for procuring a better service of tele- 
grams fue Yokohama, Unless, therefore, you can 
offer to me terms free from the palpable injustice 
that disfigures your present proposal, I must lay 
the whole matter before the public. It is my wish 
to aid you in every way, and I am sensible of the 
efforts you, on your side, are making. But par- 
don me if I say that your efforts can accomplish 
nothing until you direct them to solving the real 
crux of the situation. I have always been per- 
fectly willing that other Yokohama journals 
should cd-operate to procure telegrams from 
Shanghai on exactly equal terms with the MMas?. 
I am now pertectly willing to cé-operate with 
other papers on equal terms. In order to faci- 
litate matters I make now a simple offer. If the 
editor or proprietor of the Fapan Gazette will 
write to you, for transmission to me, a letter stat- 
ing that the subscriptions promised by the Yoko- 
hama firms in question on account of a service of 
telegrams, are to be applied, on the authority of 
the subscribers, to lessening the cost of the tele- 
grams to the Fapan Herald and the Fapan 
Gazette solely, and that the Fapan Mail is not to 
be suffered to enter the arrangement on equal 
terms with the Herald and Gazette, then E will 
come in and pay the sum proposed by you. 

As to your suggestion that unless I co-operate, 
and free you from your agreement with the Mazz, 
an independent service will be arranged to the ex 
clusion of Reuter, I beg to remind you that you 
possess the only code suitable for transmission of 
general telegrams. 

I am, yours faithfully, F. BRINKLEY. 


February 1st, 1896. 


Capt. F. Brinxvey, R.A., Tokyo. 

Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of your letter of the 
Zoth ult, the contents of which I have communicat- 
ed to Mr. Tennant and herewith beg to enclose 
you a copy of his reply (2). 

I think you will see that I have done my utmost 
to bring about a combination of the local papers 
with a view tosecuring an increased telegraphic 
service. It is now for you to judge whether Mr. 
Tennant’s letter affords you the information that 
you desired, 

Ishall be glad if you can see your way to par- 
licipating in the new arrangement. If you can- 


not do so, then, as I have already intimated to you,. 


a new arrangement for the supply of telegrams to 
the Fapan Mail will become necessary, at the end 
of this month. 

Yours faithfully, J. K. Trarrorp. 


(BNCLOSURE IN THE ABOVB). 
Fapan Gasette Office, 


(2) 

Yokohama, rst Feb., 1896. 

Dear Sir,—In the letter shown to me this 
morning, Capt. Brinkley seems to be labouring 
under a misapprehension. I will try to explain 
the position, although I do not admit his sight to 
any explanation. It was suggested to me what, 
if approached, the firms in Yokohama would will- 
ingly subscribe a reasonable sum to keep the com- 
munity in touch with events that are passing in 
the outer world. I accordingly called on many 
of the firms and found that the proposition met 
with practically universal support. I stated a 
sum which I thought would be necessary to raise, 
and promised on behalf of the Gasette to contri- 
bute a certain amount, 

Only one of the subscribers thought the Mazl 
should be consulled—many of them hoped the 
scheme would free them from subscribing to the 
Mail. [Tam not responsible to the Mat/, Herald, 
or any other paper, but only to the subscribers. 

I may state that the amount I desired to raise 
has been promised, and as you cannot give mea 
service, I have wired this morning—in order to 
keep faith with my subscribers—to Shanghai to 
have the telegrams forwarded. 

The terms of subscription I refuse to discuss 
either with the Mail or the Herald, but as this is 
a semi-public affair I would not wish to exclude 
either, The Herald comes in on equal terms with 
ourselves, but as the Masl isa morning paper it is 
obvious that as it would profit to the extent of the 
subscription that Iam responsible to you for, it 
cannot come in except on the terms you have sug- 
gested. I have nottaken the trouble to canvas (s#c.) 
the community,in order to benefit the Fapan Mail, 
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As to making the matter public, I shall save the 
Mail the trouble. 
What I wish Captain Brinkley to understand is 
this ;— 
(a) I desired to'raise a specified sum. 
: (6) LT have raised that sum. 
(c) Without obtaining any additional subscrip- 
tions, I can give to the subscribers all that I 
- guaranteed to give. 

‘Inother words, if tha MasZ is-to come in it makes 
a different scheme of it, and that can only. be 
agreed. to if the terms are such as will proportion- 
ately benefit the subscribers and myself. 

Yours truly, (Signed) H. Tennant. 


Tokyo; February. 1st, -1896. 
]. K. Trarrorp, Esq. 

DgarR Sir,—I have received your letter of this 
date, and note that you refrain from: offecing any 
explanation as to the bases on which you assessed 
the Fapan Mail's share at $150 monthly. I ulso 
note that Mr. Tennant refrains from making the 
statement suggested by me in my letter of the goth 
ultimo.  In‘view‘of your silence about the one 
essential point of the whole business, I fail to see 
how you can claim to have “ done your utmost to 
bring about a combination of the local papers.” 

It. seems useless to discuss this phase of the 
matter any further, I accordingly submit two 
propositions, with the object of resolving a diffi- 
culty that aught to be easily disposed of. 

(1) It seems to me that the sums subscribed by 
the newspapers shouldbe fixed and invariable, 
and that all the money put.up by the community 
should go to improve the service. It seems to me, 
furthec, that so long as the cSoperating journals 
are two evening papers and only one morning 
paper, the latter may be thought to derive a greater 
advantage than either of the others, separately. 
I therefore offer ta put up ene Inimdred : dollars 
monthly, if the Fapan Gazette and the Fapan 
Herald will put up fifty dollars edch. ‘here 
would then be available a fixed ‘sum of. $200 
monthly, and if the $2,800 promised for one year 
by the subscribing firms be added, Yokohama 
would have. a service of $433.33 monthly. Very 
probably other firms would come in as well as the 
Legations and Consulates, so that we should soon 
be able to procure the whole of the. Shanghai 
telegrams, 

(2) Failing approval of the above proposal; 1 
offer to cdoperate in the existing: arrangement by 
paying a monthly conteibution equal to the come 
bined contributions of the Fapan Gazette aud the 
Fapan Herald, so long. as the contributiag jour- 
nals are limited to these three, 

If either of these propositions be accepted, I am 
willing to release you at once from. your contract 
with the Fapam Masi, in order that you may take 
up the new service, it being understood, of course, 
that the details of the arrangement remain tobe 
settled. 

Yours truly, 





‘F. BRINKLEY. 


THE HYOGO LAND CASE. 
eee Sete 

CASE recently tried by the District 
Court and, on appeal, by ‘the Local 
Court, in Hyogo Prefecture, has excited 
much interest and evoked comments with 
which we find difficulty in agreeing. Bri- 
efly stated, the case was this. In 1870, a 
Portuguese subject obtained from a Japan- 
ese subject a small plot of land in Hyogo, 
on a perpetual lease at a rental of 4 yen 
(approximately) per annum. ‘Twenty-four 
years later, the lessor sought to receive 
an increased rent, pleading that land had 
greatly appreciated in the interval, and 
that, owing to its appreciation, the taxes 
Iveied on the land in question—the Japan- 
ese land tax is nominally assessed accord- 
ing to the market price of the land—had 
reached an amount actually larger than 
the rent ($4), so that he not only derived 
no profit from his property: but suffered 
an annual loss. We need not, for the 
moment, enter into details as to figures. 
These broad facts suffice to form a gene- 
ral opinion on the case. The lessee de- 
clining to entertain any proposition. for 
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increasing the rent, and contending that 
his perpetual lease secured him against 
all such claims, the case was carried be- 
fore the two tribunals mentioned above, 
both of which decided in favour of the 
lessor, and ruled that the lessee must pay 
a rent. assessed on the basis of the present 
letting value of adjoining lands, namely, 
about thirty-two times as much as the 
figure named in the original lease. 

This judgment is severely criticised by 
several local foreign journals. One points 
to it asa remackable proof that ‘ Japan- 
ese Law. Officers look not at things as the 
Laws Officers of the West would regard 
them, but calmly: ignore some of the most 
fundamental principles of justice.’ An- 


other. says :-—'' When the law courts. thas. 


over-ride the validity of a contract, how 
can the merchants be expected to hold a 
contract binding?” A third asserts the 
inference ‘that contracts between fo- 
reiguers and Japanese can not be enforced 
in Japanese Courts, provided it be shown 
that it is .against the interests of the 
Japanese lessor,. or his .assignees or suc- 
cessors, to carry out the terms of the con- 
tract.” And a fourth writes :— The de- 
cisions of the Japanese Courts not only 
rob perpetual leases of all value, but strike 
at.the very basis of our position here as 
foreign residents. Evidently any lease is 
liable to startling and radical alteration. 
On the principle enunciated by the Japan- 
esa, Law Courts no holder.of land here is 


safe, as the conditions and terms of a lease. 


may be totally subverted at any time.”’ 
It appears from all these.comments that 
the critics are ignorant of one of the now 
well established principles of equity, 
namely, that: no lease should be recognised 
as confering upon either of the parties to 
it all the benefits,.or imposing upon him 
all the disadvantages, that time and change 
may: bring. The rent of land at the time 
of leasing it is obviously determined with 
reference to the value it then.commands in 


the-open market, and since that value de-|- 


pends upon anumberiof conditions more 
or less variable as years go by, it would 
be..plainly . unfair that..the rent should 
be assessed at.a figure. invariable for all 
time.. Should the conditions according to 
which the rent. was originally determined 
be found, after..the lapse. of.a term of 
years, to have varied so. largely .as -to 


create a situation unduly. harsh for either. 


lessor or lessee, then.a re-assessment of 


the rent is evidently required by the most} 


elementary dictates of justice. It is the 
old question of the ‘unearned increments” 
a question the. neglect of which. has been 
productive of ‘such terrible hardship and 
discontent in. some parts of the world. 
Fully, recognised by the best Occidental 
jurists, and already carried: into practice 
by some Occidental legislators, the prin- 
ciple has been embodied in the new Japan- 
ese Civil Code, which, though not yet in 
legal operation, is. actually. applied—ac- 
cording .to M..BoIgSONADS==by Japanese 
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tribunals. After the Code becomes opera- 
tive, leases in perpetuity will no longer be 
permissible, and any leases of that nature 
already in existence will be subject to the 
application of the principle noted above. 
Leases for a fixed term of years are not 
exposed to any such vicissitudes, and 
since, under the Revised Treaties, lands 
in the interior can not be leased by foreign- 
ers for a longer period than fifty years— 
the limit fixed by the Civil Code—the 
Hyogo case has no application whatever 
to land contracts concluded After the new 
Treaties go into operation. We note this 
point because a Yokohama journal has as- 
serted that, ‘‘as under the new Treaties 
foreigners can only lease lands beyond 
the Settlements, the question becomes a 
serious one, which demands our diplomats’ 
attention.” Neither has the case any 
application whatever to the perpetual 
leases under which foreigners now hold 
‘land in the Settlements from the Imperial 
‘Government as lessor. Such leases are 
‘explicitly protected by the Revised Treaty 
—Art. XVIII. ‘When such incorpora- 
tion” (of the Foreign Settlements into 
‘the Japanese Communes)” takes place, 
‘existing leases in perpetuity, under which 
property is now held in the.said Settle- 
iments, shall be confirmed, and no condi- 
‘tions whatsoever other than those contained 
in such leases shall be imposed in respect 
of such property.”, Moreover, the factor of 
‘varying taxes does not affect these lands, 
the Government being at once lessor and 
taxer. But lands already held outside the 
‘Settlements under perpetual leases from 
‘private Japanese owners, seem tobe subject 
to incidents of the nature in question. It 
‘need scarcely be added that the fact of a 
‘foreigner’s being one of the contracting 
‘parties has nothing whatever to do with 
‘the legal aspect of the case, though efforts 
‘have already been made by a local English 
journal to import international prejudice 
‘into the matter. 


‘tures of the incident. There are some 
‘special points in the Hyogo case that 
‘suggest doubts as to the quality of the 


justice rendered, but since the judgment: 


‘has been appealed against, we refrain from 
‘discussing details now. 





‘MAKERS OF SPURIOUS HISTORY. 


—__—_@—-———_—_—__ 
N ‘interesting example of the facility 


with which spurious history can be 
mavufactured, provided that sufficient 
ignorance and presumption are brought 
‘to the task, is furnished by a_ leading 
article in the Fapan: Gasette—an article 
that really deserves. correction for the 
sake of preventing. the ill-feeling it is 
calculated to arouse. Speaking of the 
relations between England and the United. 
States, the ¥apan Gazette says :— 


Another remarkable concession (made by Eng. 


land) is the appointment to arbitrate the claims 
of the Canadian sealers. ‘The United States 
agroed.to the appointment of the Paris uibuval 


We have dealt here with the -broad fea- 
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and to abide by. its decisions, Yet Congress 
refused to permit the expenditure of the money 
awarded. This was in singular contrast to the 
readiness with which England paid the Alabama 
indemnity. ‘To appoint more arbitrators is like 
cartying a decision of a supreme cout toa county 
court. Whether this conciliatory attitude will 
give rise to increased friendliness between the twe 
Powers, or encourage America to make more 
exacting demands in another direction, time will: 
prove, 


All this is quite incorrect. The Paris 
Tribunal of Arbitration, by whose decision 
both Powers agreed to abide, had nothing 
to do with the question of compensation. 
It was not asked to discuss the pecuniary 
amount of damage suffered by either side, 
nor was any evidence bearing upon that 
point submitted to it. Its function was 
simply to pass judgment on the jurisdic- 
tion problem; the rights properly exer- 
cisable by Great Britain and the United 
States respectively in Behring Sea. The 
Tribunal ruled in favour of Great Britain, 
and there its business. ended. There re- 
mained, however, the question of compen- 
sation to Canadian fishermen for the damage 
they had suffered. That the United States 
wert liable to pay compensation followed, 
as a matter of course, from the Tribunal’s 
ruling, though no award in such sense 
was made by the Arbitrators. It then 
rested with the United States to choose 
whether the amount of the damages should 
be settled through diplomatic channels, or 
whether it should be referred to arbitra- 
tors—assessors would, perhaps, be a more 
correct term—specially appointed for the 
purposes. Mr. GRESHAM chose the route 
of diplomacy, and after negotiations ex- 
tending over a considerable period, it was 
agreed between the Foreign Departments 
in London and Washington that a sum of 
$425,000—we are not quite sure of the 
figure——represented a fair assessment of 
the tosses inflicted on the Canadians by 
the illegal procedure of the United States 
in Behring Sea. But before the money 
could be disbursed by the Treasury in 
Washington, two processes had to be 
completed : the Senate’s ratification of the 
arrangement had to be made, and Congress 
had to vote an appropriation. Both steps 
failed. In the Senate, Mr. MORGAN, who 
had sat as one of the United States’ -re- 
presentatives in the Paris Arbitration 
Tribunal, declared that, in his opinion, the 
amount of compensation fixed by the 
diplomatic officers: of the two Powers was 
excessive, and neither did the Senate 
agree to ratify the agreement nor did 
Congress consent to vote the appropria- 
tion. Nothing remained then except to 
call in the services of assessors appointed 
by both the parties to the dispute, and 
that is what has now been done. Every. 
thing has followed the ordinary routine. 
There has been no breach of faith on the 
part of the United States. There has been 
no concession on England’s part. There 
has been no “carrying the decision of a 
supreme court to a county court.” All 
these things exist in the imagination of 
the Fapan Gasette only. - 
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to Japanese ships? One reply may be 
that, in stipulating for the neutrality of 
Shanghai, the British Government had in 
view a circle of thirty miles radius de- 
scribed with the city as centre—those be- 
ing the limits fixed by Admiral Hope in 
the Taiping rebellion of 1862—and as 
Shanghai is only 12 miles inland from.the 
point where the Wang-poo enters the 
Yangtsze, war-vessels of a belligerent 
passing up the latter river would have en- 
croached upon the neutral zone. But if 
the neutralization of Shanghai involved 
the total closing of the Yangtsze to Japan- 
ese ships, the veto would assuredly have 
been made clear when HER MAJESTY’S 
Government, at the commencement of the 
war, approached the Tokyo Government 
on the subject of the Settlement’s neu- 
trality, and would not have been suddenly 
enforced by a mandate to the British 
Squadron, as Sir EDMUND FREMANTLE 
alleges that it was. Hence, we do not be- 
lieve that the full meaning suggested by 
Sir EDMUND’S language is to be deduced 
from it. HER MAJesty’s Government pro- 
bably came to the conclusion that the 
Yangtsze, being a great highway of fo- 
reign commerce in China, ought to be kept 
outside the sphere of warlike operations, 
and probably informed Admiral FRE- 
MANTLE of that decision, so as to keep 
him prepared for any contingency arising 
out of it. But to interpret such precau- 
tions as an evidence of British high- 
handedness towards Japan would be an 
error. The experience furnished by the 
war had shown that the undisciplined 
conduct of Chinese soldiers and their 
methods of conducting a campaign in- 
volved terrible disorder, and dislocated 
the whole business of everyday life, 
throughout the regions affected. Several 
British settlements lie along the course 
of the Yangtsze, and it was natural that 
the British Gnvernment should deem it 
essential to guarantee the districts tapped 
by the great river against the horrors and 
commotions inseparable not only from 
warfare in which Chinese are engaged, 
but also from warlike preparations such 
as the Chinese make. Finally, a cam- 
paign up the Yangtsze being evidently 
beyond Japan’s purpose, and not suggest- 
ing itself to her as advisable, she cannot - 
have been hampered by Great Britain’s 
resolve to avert the tide of war from the 
valley of the river, whereas the peace and 
tranquillity of the vast region might have 
been greatly disturbed without England’s 
guarantee, even in the absence of any 
Japanese attack. Admiral F REMANTLE, 
however impartial he may have wished to 
be, did much to alienate Japan’s good- 
will by hasty and tactless methods, and 
his choice of language at the China As- 
sociation’s dinner illustrates the routes. 
he followed as Commander.in-chief on the 
China and Japan Station. | 

Over and above the question as between 
the two Eastern belligerents, looms the 


thority. He says that he was, and we 
must confess that we should not have 
accepted any other testimony. But most 
assuredly the British Government never 
supported him in such an illegal course. 
British merchant ships were stopped and 
searched for contraband of war by Japan- 
ese cruisers during the course of the con- 
test, and one was actually seized and taken 
from under the very ports of a British man- 
of-war off Taku Bar. These acts were 
never opposed by HER BRITANNIC Ma- 
JESTY’S ships or protested against by HER 
MajesTy’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs. If Admiral Sir EDMUND FRE- 
MANTLE violated the principles of neutral- 
ity, as he says that he did, the incident 
must be classed among individual errors, 
not among deliberate State acts that pass 
into the category of international pre- 
cedents. 

Sir EDMUND FREMANTLE further alleges 
that “HER MAJESTY’s Government having 
strengthened his squadron, thought it 
right not to allow the Yangtsze to be 
attacked.” Readers of the English local 
press in the East doubtless remember that 
an announcement in the above sense was 
made by the leading Shanghai journal in 
the fallof 1894. HER Majesty’s Govern- 
ment was then represented as having in- 
structed Admiral FREMANTLE to oppose, 
by force if necessary, the passage of any 
Japanese ships-of-war into the Yangtsze. 
We attached, at the time, little importance 
to the story in that form, regarding it as 
a palpable exaggeration. Japan had pro- 
mised to respect the neutrality of Shang- 
hai, and thete existed not the least war- 
rant to doubt her dona fides. She did 
indeed complain—most justly, we think— 
that an obligation of such a nature ought 
not to be imposed on one of the belli- 
gerents only, and that if she treated 
Shanghai as neutral ground, China ought 
to observe the same rule, whereas, in 
point of fact, not only was work carried 
on vigorously at the Kiangnan Arsenal 
throughout the war, but Shanghai itself 
was used by the Chinese as a recruiting 
ground, and an emporium for the purchase 
of material of war. These complaints 
were not regarded—there would, indeed, 
have been great difficulty in giving prac- 
tical effect to them—but Japan neverthe- 
less showed no sign of violating her pro- 
mise. On what grounds, then, was the 
Yangtsze closed to her by the British 
Squadron, as Sir EDMUND FREMANTLE 
says that it was? Within the mouth of 
the Yangtsze stands a system of forts, 
under the guns of which the Chinese 
Southern Squadron found a constant an- 
chorage. A hundred and eighty miles 
higher up lies the city of Nanking, the 
capture of which by Japan would have in- 
flicted a crushing blow upon China. Great 
Britain herself, in her first war with China, 
chose the Yangtsze as an eminently con- 
venient arena for naval operations. Why, 
then, should its entry have been forbidden 


ADMIRAL SIR EDMUND FRE- 
MANTLE. 
ss ig nar ats 
IR EDMUND FREMANTLE, speak- 
ing at the annual dinner of the China 
Association, ‘made the following state- 


ment :-— 


Now although it was perhaps not customary in an 
after-dinner speech to go deeply into details, he might 
be pardoned if he said a few words as to the conduct 
of the British Navy during the recent war. He 
claimed that they were neutral. He claimed also that 
as they were interested, and deeply interested, in pre- 
venting British trade being interfered with more than 
necessary by the paramount sea-power of Japan, it 
was his desire to prevent the operations of the Japan- 
ese causing any such interference, After the Joss of 
the KXowshing, he considered himself justified in 
giving notice to Admiral Ito that he would not have 
any British ship interfered with at all, and although 
this was subsequently somewhat modified, that was 
the rule during the greater part of the war, It was by 
his advice that Chefoo, which it was intended to 
occupy, was not occupied, and he thought that this 
abstention made an immense difference to British 
trade. Her Majesty’s Government having strengthened 
his squadron, thought it right not toallow the Yangtsze 
to be attacked, and our navy was so strong and so 
respected by every possible opponent that it was 
certain the Yangtsze would not be attacked or inter- 
fered with. 


For the sake of historical accuracy it 
seems well to notice these remarks. We 
say nothing of their tone, though we 
regret to see that although the instructions 
conveyed to Sir EDMUND FREMANTLE by 
the British Admiralty at a certain stage 
of the war, had the effect of greatly modi- 
fying his procedure, he has not yet recog- 
nised the causes that evoked such instruc- 
tions. He alleges that, after the loss of the 
Kowshing, ‘‘ he considered himself justified 
in giving notice to Admiral ITo that he 
would not have any British ship interfered 
with at all,” and he adds that, although 
the extraordinary rule thus arbitrarily laid 
down, ‘was subsequently somewhat 
modified, it remained the rule during the 
greater part of the war.” Sir EDMUND 
FREMANTLE, being of necessity acquaint- 
ed with the principles of international 
law, so far as they apply to naval opera- 
tions, must know perfectly well that it is 
within the right of every belligerent to 
visit the vessels of neutral Powers, on the 
high seas, and search them for contraband 
of war. If, then, he gave to the Com- 
mander-in-chief of the Japanese fleet the 
notice that he claims to have given, he 
gravely compromised Great Britain’s posi- 
tion as a neutral, and most unwarrantably 
interfered with Japan’s belligerent rights. 
It is absurd to suppose that the fiat of a 
neutral Power’s Admiral could invest ships 
of his nationality with immunity to carry 
contraband of war, transport troops, and 
otherwise assist the belligerent operations 
of one of two warring States. If Admiral 
FREMANTLE notified Admiral ITo that Bri- 
tish ships must not be interfered with at 
all, his notification, unless it was a mere 
empty figure of speech, meant that he 
would employ force to prevent or punish 
such interference, and consequently 
amounted to a declaration that Great Bri- 
tain had ceased to be neutral and was 
prepared to assist China in avery material 
degree. Admiral FREMANTLE may have 
been guilty of this singular abuse of au. 
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very significant fact that Great Britain 
has now evinced her resolve to act as 
guardian of the Yangtsze valley—the 
Yangtsze which, with its 3,000 miles 
of length, stands first among the rivers 
of the old world, and constitutes one 
of: the principal factors in the deve- 
lopment of Chinese commerce. Any one 
sitting down to speculate upon the future 
of the Middle Kingdom, and upon its in- 
evitable partition, can scarcely find a 
more salient index than this revelation. 
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FOKOHAMA'’S TELEGRAPHIC 
SERVICE. 
Oe 
fhe telegraphic question is assuming quite 
a comical phase. In the last letter of the 
series published by us yesterday, we offered to 
subscribe $1,200 annually, if the fapan Herald 
and Fapan Gaselte subscribed $600 each. 
That seems to have spurred the Japan Gazette 
to a great effort, for as will be seen by the letter 
published below, it now declares its intention 
of subscribing $1,000 annually, the Fapan 
Herald remaining at its old figure of $500. 
In the same letter we expressed the opinion 
that the method of combination originally pro- 
posed seemed open to objection, and that a 
better plan would be for the newspapers to 
subscribe a fixed sum, all the contributions 
of the community going to improve the 
service. Our suggestion has been adopted, for 
the Fapan Gasefte and the Fapan Herald now 
agree to put up a fixed sum of $1,500 between 
them. In the same letter we declared our be- 
lief that the Firms subscribing would certainly 
not sanction the secrecy practised by the Fapan 
Gasette. That also has moved our contem- 
porary, for it now openly submits all the figures. 
Thus far, then, we have been instrumental, first, 
in introducing a greatly improved system of 
combination; secondly, in adding $500 to the 
yearly service ; and thirdly, in eliminating hole- 
and-corner methods that could never have 
had the sanction of the community. But 
the Japan Gasette now ‘‘ declines to agree to 
any arrangement in which the fapan Mal may 
be concerned.” It would appear, then, that the 
Fapan Gasette thinks itself competent to decide 
who shall subscribe and who shall not, and that, 
whereas the object of the community is simply 
to procure a full service of telegrams, the Zapan 
Gasefie, under the influence of mere jour- 
nalistic jealousy, defeats that object by refusing 
to admit the largest subscriber of all. It would 
now be possible to have immediately a service 
of $5,800 annually, whereas, owing to the 
Fapan Gasetie’s vindictive mood, the best that 
can apparently be done will be a service of 
$4,600 from March 1st. That is serving the 
interests of the community with a vengeance. 
Were we not right in stating, as we have fre- 
quently stated, that a combination of the three 
journals would be extremely difficult to achieve? 
An amusing feature of the affair is that whereas 
the Japan Gazette has repeatedly complained of 
out so-called monopoly of the telegrams for 
which we alone paid—though in truth we were 
never in the least reluctant to share with any 
journal ready to put up a sufficient sum—it now 
seizes the first opportunity to do in a most un- 
warrantable manner what it used to falsely accuse 
us of doing. These are interesting object les- 
sohs. We shall be surprised if they commend 

themselves to Englishmen’s love of fair play. 


February 4th, 1896. 
Capt. F. Brinxey, R.A.; Tokyo. 

Dear Sir,—I have communicated the contents 
of your letter of the rst instant to Mr, Tennant, 
who verbally informs me that he is not prepared 
to entertain the proposals you have submitted, 
and he now declines to agree to any atrangement 
in which the Fapan Mail may be concerned. 


He farther informs me that he is now in a posi- 


tion to make the following offer to me for a service 
of telegrams to take effect from the rst March, 


when the present agreement between the Fapas 







































Mail and Reuter will expite. The Gasetée will 


contribute $1,000 (yen one thousand) per annum, 
the Fapan Herald $500 (yen five hundred) per 


annuum, and with private subscriptions already 


guaranteed amounting to $3,100 for the year, with 
a prospect of further support, he undertakes to 
enter intoacontract for one year at a subscription 


of not less than $4,600. 


As Mr. Tennant has now taken the stand of 


excluding the Fapan Mail from any share what- 


ever in his scheme, I await a further expression of 
your views before giving any answer to his latest 


proposition. 
Yours faithfully, J. K. Trarrorp. 


We publish below the last letter addressed 
by the proprietor of this journal to Reuter’s 
Agent. It simply repeats the proposal already 
advanced, namely, that in consideration of the 
different times of publication of the three jour- 
nals concerned, the Fapan Mail offers to put 
up a sum equal to the combined subscriptions 
of the Fapan Herald and the Fapan Gasette, 
that is to say, a sum of $1,5co annually. We 


should add, perhaps, that this offer is not in- 
tended in the least degree to outbid our con- 


temporaries, but represents merely the fullest 


possible recognition we can afford to the objec- 
tion advanced by the Fapan Gaselte that one 


journal! published in the morning can not expect 
to be admitted on the same terms as each of 
two journals published in the evening. If 
the Advertiser joined, as it doubtless would 


were terms even approximately fair offered to 


it, the two morning journals should stand 
on precisely the same footing as the two even- 
ing. Were our present proposal accepted, the 
service would be increased to $6,100 an- 
nually, or over $500 monthly, which should 
nearly suffice to procure the whole of the tele- 
grams reaching Shanghai from Europe. It is 
of course open to us to consult the subscribers 
individually as to their intentions in forming 
this service, and thus to ascertain whether any 
desire really exists to discriminate against a 
particular journal. Without taking that step, 
we can be quite certain that many of the sub- 
scribing firms would never lend themselves to 
an injustice of the kind. Direct reference to 
them would therefore alter the situation ma- 
terially. But we are most unwilling to 
involve any portion of the community, however 
remotely, in affairs that concern the newspapers 
only. What is wanted is a good telegraphic 
service for Yokohama, and neither the bicker- 
ings of rival journals nor the prejudices of ex- 
tremists should be suffered to interfere with the 
consummation of that project. The service 
stands now at $4,600 annually: our cOopera- 
tion would bring it to $6,100. But it would 
seem that because some half dozen extremists, 


whose united subscriptions do not represent 


$600 annually, wish to strike a vindictive blow 
at a journal which, during the past thirteen 
years, has borne nearly the whole expense of 
providing a service of telegrams for Yokohama, 
the community must be content with a service 
considerably inferior to that which might be 
obtained, and is farther to be committed to an 
act of palpable injustice. We do not believe 
that matters will be suffered to remain thus. 


One or two points advanced by the Fapan 
Gasefie are so very misleading that we can not 
leave them unnoticed. 


The Gasefte accuses us of ‘‘ wishing to dic- 
tate how much it should subscribe and how 
much we ourselves shall contribute.” We have 
never evinced any such wish. We simply offer- 
ed to put up a sum equal to the combined sub- 
scriptions of the two evening journals, and we 
made that offer in response to an objection 
taised by the Fapan Gasetle itself on the 
ground of the fapan Mail's being a morning 
journal. 

It is not honest to apply the term “ dictation ” 
to a perfectly courteous proposal. What we 
said was that, if the Gaset/e and Herald would 
put up $600 each annually, we were ready to 
put up $1,200; if they chose to adhere to their 
Original subscription, then we would adopt that 
basis. ‘‘Dictation” of the most arbitrary 
description is what the Fapan Gasetie itself did 
at the outset, when it fixed the exorbitant sum 
of $150 per month as the only figure at which 
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the Fapan Mail would be suffered to join the 
combination. That was “dictation” in very 
truth. 

The Gasefle says that we “stipulate for half 
the service to appear in our columns before it 
appears in the two evening journals.” Our 
contemporary's evident object is to represent us 
as urging some undue claim. But the condi- 
tion referred to did not emanate from us. It 
was a part of the proposal originally made 
to us by Reuter’s Agent with the consent of the 
Japan Gasette. Besides, would not half of 
the service appear in the columns of the fapan 
Gasette before it appeared in the fapan Mail ? 

Finally, the Gasefte writes :—" As we did not 
undertake the scheme to benefit the Japan 
Mail, and its entrance would virtually render 
futile all the trouble it has cost us, we have de- 
cided not to admit the Fapan Mail.” How is 
such a statement to be reconciled with the 
action of the Fapan Gaselte in agreeing origi- 
nally that we should enter, provided that we 
paid $1,800 annually against its own payment 
of $500? Is it not perfectly plain that the 
Fapan Gasette has been manceuvering through- 
out to exclude the Afar/; that it sought at first 
to compass that end by offering monstrously un- 
just terms to the Afaé/, and that it now exposes 
its real purpose by admitting that the entrance 
of the Afail would render all its own trouble 
futile? It seems to have been exploiting the 
community under the specious pretext of get- 
ting up a good service of telegrams, but really 
in its own selfish interests. When canvassing 
for subscriptions, the editor of the Gaseffe, 
according to his own account, stated that the 
Mail would be invited to join. His method of 
invitation was to offer us prohibitive terms, and 
now he quietly throws his promise to the winds, 
takes upon himself to exclude the Mazi, and 
adds that the Afaés/'s entrance ‘‘ would render all 


his trouble futile.” Is the editor of the Fagan 


Gaseftesupreme in these matters? Has he con- 


sulted with his colleague, the editor of the Fapan 
Herald? We do not believe that the editor of 
the Herald, however he may differ from us in 
politics, would consent to be a party to such 
injustice. We have taken trouble over this matter 
because we are determined not to be falsely 
thrust into the position of offering any obstruc- 
tion to the organization of a good telegram 


service for Yokohama and Tokyo. But we 


shall devote no more time to the subject. It 
matters nothing eto us except as a point of 
sentiment. We can make our arrangements 
independently. 


The following is the letter referred to above :— 
Tokyo, 5th Feb., 1896. 
J. K. ‘TRarrorp, Esq. 
Dear Sik,—In reply to your letter of yester- 


day’s date, I have only to say that my offer 
stands; namely, that in consideration of the 
simultaneous publication of the Fapan Herald and 
the Fapan Gasette and the independent publica- 
tion of the Fapan Mail, Tam prepared to con- 
tribute a sum equal to the combined subscriptions 
of these two Journals; that is to say, asum of 
$1,500 annually, the general understanding being 


as already indicated; and further, that if a com- 
bination be effected on the above basis, I am 
prepared to release you from your contact with 
the Fapan Mail immediately. 

I should fike to observe, in connection with this, 
that if a service of $6,300 yeatly be established, 
you will, I trust, see your way to offer some re- 
duction of your commission. It seems hard that 
in addition to disbursing the very heavy rates 
now charged for the transmission of telegrams, 
$100 per month out of a total of $500 should be 
paid for the mere deciphering of the messages 
and the financing of the outlay, 


Yours truly, F. BRINKLBY. 





Tue Japan Godown Bank originated by Messrs, 
Kitaoka Bunbei, Kakigi Risaburo, and others, 
has found several supporters in Osaka, Kyoto, 
Shiga, and the Kansai Provinces. A general 
meeting of promoters was held in Tokyo on the 
2nd inst. at which it was decided to increase 
the capital from yen 2,000,000 to yen 5,000,000. 
Count Soma, Viscount Sakai, and four others 
were elected to take charge of business connect- 
ed with the calablishment of the bank, 
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recent war that care should now be devoted to| Navy were not confined to those set forth in the 


IMPERIAL DIET. 
———-+ 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 3IST.. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1—Birst Reading of a Government Bill relating to the purchase 
of Public Loan Bonds; sent up from the Lower House. 

aoe Reading of a Press Law Bill; sent up from the Lower 

ouse. 

3.—First Reading of a Bill for rescinding a clause in the Code 
of Civil Procedure; sent up from the Lower House. 

4.—~Representation relating to the organisatton of a Council for 
the Conservation of ancient Temples and Shrives. 


The Vice-Minister of Finance introduced the 


first Bill, offering the same explanation as that 
given in the Lower House. 





The Bill was entrasted to a Special Com-- 


mittee of 9, nominated by the President. 

Mr. Suyematsa Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, referring to the Press Law Bill, said that 
this was an old subject of discussion between 
the Government and the Diet. The Lower 
House always proposed too drastic amendments 
of the existing law. The Upper House pro- 
posed amendments much less compreliensive. 
The Government took even a more conservative 
view. The Government, however, understood 
that the time had come to: make some liberal 
changes, and had drafted a Bill in that sense. 
But the Lower House had substituted a radi- 
cally different Bill, to which the Government 
could not possibly give its consent. That was 
the Bill now presented to the House of Peers. 
He trusted that the utmost thought and care 
would be devoted to its consideration. 

Viscount l'ani, under the pretence of asking 
questions, criticized the amendments proposed 
by the Government and denounced them as 
mere pretences. To limit the time of suspen- 
sion to one week was simply to embody in a law 
the practice actually prevailing. The only im- 
provement he could detect in the new scheme 
was that the offence on account of which saspen- 
sien was decreed would have to be specified. 

Mr. Suyematsu explained that whatever might 
be the practice of the Authorities, they certainly 
possessed, under the present syetem, the power 
of suspending a newspaper for an unlimited 
period, without affording any information as to 
the cause of suspension. ‘To reduce an inde- 
finite period to a maximum of one week, and 
to impose upon the Administration the obliga- 
tion of specifying the offence committed by the 
journal in question, could not fustly be regard- 
ed as trivial concessions im the sense of greater 
freedom of speech. The Government deemed 
it advisable to proceed gradually in this matter, 
just as the progress of journalism in Japan was 
itself gradual. It seemed impossible that any 
conscientious and observant legislator should 
regard the press of the country as sufficiently 
advanced to warrant the removal of all restraints, 

The Bill was entrusted to a Committee of 9, 
nominated by the President. 

The next Bill was similarly treated, without 
any question or comment. 

Prince Konoye introduced the Representa- 


tion for organizing a Temple and Shrine Con-: 


servation Council. He argued that the fine art 
of Japan owed its development chiefly to the 
patronage and inspiration of the priesthood, 
and that the best examples of it were to be found 
in the treasures preserved in temples and 
shrines, as well as in the architecture of the 
temples and shrines themselves. Unfortunately 
these beautiful buildings were rapidly falling 
into decay, and no resources for their repair 
were available. The gibject was of national con- 
cern, but its character forbade that it should be 
dealt with by ordinary persons, Experts and men 
of special attainments were required, and the 
Representation urged that the business be en- 
trusted to a Council, just as was the case with 
railways and engineering works. The Repre- 
sentation would have been presented some years 
ago had an opportunity offered. There were 
over a hundred and seventy thousand temples 
and shrines in the empire, of which a hundred 
and eighteen thousand were fully worthy of 
conservation, lt might be urged that the coun- 
try had other things to think of at present, but 
it was precisely because the empire’s place 
among the nations had been elevated by the 
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the preservation of objects constituting one of 
the nation’s chief titles to foreign esteem. 

Viscount Tani opposed the Representation. 
It ought first to be determined whether the 
temples and shrines should be conserved atthe 
public expense. Subsequently the question of 
organizing a Council could be properly dis- 
cussed. At present such a proposal was pre- 
mature. Moreover, he did not believe that the 
business of conservation would be conscien- 
tiously carried out: it would merely furnish a 
pretext for educating a Juxurious taste. The 
House had to remember how heavily the people 
were about to be taxed on account of various 
essential national projects, and should shrink 
from adding to their burdens on account of such 
a purpose as this Representation contemplated. 
He did not oppose the principle of preserving 
objects of art, but he reflected that the cost of 
conserving such things might be totally wasted 
unless their owners were really bent upon keep- 
ing them in the country. 

The House passed the Representation and 
rose at 11.55 a.m. 


HOUSE OF RBPRESENTATIVES: 

The House met at 1.18 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
2.~Tie Budget. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, President of the Budget 
Committee, reported on two supplementary 
Budgets for the 28th fiscal year, as well as on 
the general Budget for the 29th year. Of the 
former, one relating to the suppression of 
rinderpest, had been passed by the Committee ; 
the second, relating to the Tanko Railway 
Company's subsidy, had given rise to some dis- 
cussion, but had finally been passed. With 
regard to the general Budget, a cerlain number 
of amendments, involving comparatively small 
reductions, had been proposed and adopted by 
the Committee, but, on the whole, the Budget 
had been passed as presented by the Government. 

The House passed the two Supplementary 
Budgets for the 28th fiscal year, without debate 
or dissent. , 

Mr. Otake Kwanichi introduced an urgency 
motion to the effect that the debate on the Bud- 
get should be postponed until the fate of the 
Government's Bills for imposing additional taxes 
had been determined. He dwelt on the im- 
mense importance of the military and naval 
measures to which the House was now asked 
to give ils consent, and urged that, considering 
the great number of measures submitted to 
the Diet by the Government this session, they 
were in danger of legislating without mature 
reflection. In these large schemes of expendi- 
ture, divided into two periods and extending 
over several years, factors of disturbance not at 
all considered by the framers of the measures, 
might make themselves seriously felt, and it 
behoved the Howse to exercise the utmost 
deliberation and care. He was about to dis- 
cuss the various Bills for increased taxation 
when the President called him to order. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru asked whether the proposal 
of the last speaker was based on some in- 
completeness in the Budget, or merely as a 
conviction that the prior discussion of ‘the 
taxation Bills would be more expedient ; or on an 
idea that the Government’s projects -were not 
sufficiently definite. | 

Mr, Otake replied his suggestion was prompt- 
ed wholly by a conviction that to discuss the 
taxation Bills first would be more prudent. 

The House rejected the motion. 

Mr. Inouye Kakugoro expressed dissatisfac- 
tion with the President’s procedure: In the 
case of urgency motions, no discussion should 
be permitted until the House’s decision as to 
the expediency of allowing the motion had been 
taken. Then, before taking the sense of the 
House about the motion itself, the Order of the 
Day had to bechanged. The President had not 
attended to any of these things on the present 
occasion. . 

Mr. Otake Kwanichi moved that the House 
go into Committee of the whole. 

The House rejected the motion. 

Mr. Inukai Ki said that, according to rumour, 
the plans for the increase of the Army and 
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Budget now before them. If that were so, if 
there were other plans, the House'should have : 
full cognisance of them in order to form an in- 
telligent opinion about the Budget. He under- 
stood that the Budget Committee had held a 
secret session, and had obtained exact inform- 
ation from the Government Delegates. But the 
Budget Committee consisted of only a few mem- 
bers, and could not think for the whole House. 
He moved that the House gointo secret session 
for the purpose of obtaining the necessary details. 


Mr. Kurihara Ryoichi saw no occasion for 
such a course. All parties inthe House were 
represented on the Budget Committee, and be- 
yond question every member was already 
thoroughly acquainted with the facts that Mr. 
Inukai desired to elicit. 


Mr. ‘Taguchi Ukichi considered that it was 
absolutely essential for the House to have an 
opportunity of obtaining information direct from 
the Ministers of State on this most vital subject 
of military and naval increment. 

Mr. Inukai Ki said that Mr. Otake’ Kwanichi 
had spoken of two periods of increment, but in 
the Budget before them only one period was 
mentioned. Here was a point about which the 
House must be-accurately informed before 
proceeding to discuss the Budget. 

Major-General Kodama, Government De- 
legate, said that in the Extraordinary Expendi- 
tures for the Army, a first and a second period 
were distinctly mentioned. But the details of 
such division could not be made public without 
injury to the national interests. If the House 
wanted to hear them, it must go into secret 
session. 

Mr. Tominaga Masao saw no reason for con- 
cealment. At any rate, he wished to be inform- 
ed at once whether the Army and Navy were to 
be organized on a defensive oran offensive basis. 

The ‘President announced that, in compli- 
auce with the request of the Government Dele- 
gate, the House would go into secret session. 

The House went into secret session at 2.25 
p.m., and on the conclusion of the secret ses- 
sion at 5 p.m., rose without further discussion. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY IST. 
HOUSE OF P&ERS. 


The House met at 10.50 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z.—Second Reading of a Government Bill relating to Pensions 
for Military Judicial Officers, &c. 

3.—Second Reading of a Government Bill seeking post-facto a 
proval of Imperial Ordinance No. gs of the a8th year of Mest. 

g.—irst Reading -€ a Bill introduced by Mr. Saburo 
relating to Official Pensions end Grants in Aid to Families 
of Officials. 


The President announced that the Govern- 
ment had withdrawn the Bill and Estimates 
relating to the erection of Tokyo into a capital 
city with a special system of local government, 
and tothe establishment of Musashi Prefecture. 

Viscount Soga, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported in favour of the Bill for extend- 
ing the Pension Law to Judicial Officials in the 
War Department. 

The House passed the Second and Third 
Readings of the Bill at once. 

Mr. Yasuba Hoan said that, as he desired to 
the Government contem- 
plated pursuing about the Tokyo local govern- 
ment system, now that the idea of erecting the 
city into the capital had been abandoned, he 
begged the President to invite the attendance 
of the Government Delegate. 

The Second Bill, relating to the establishment 
of a Military Council, having been favorably 
reported on by the Special Committee, was 
passed by the House. 

Mr. Ozaki Saburo introduced the next Bill, 
the object of which was to enable Headmen of 
Divisions and. Districts to count, for pension 
purposes, the period during which they were in 
receipt of salaries from local sources, as well 
as the period during which their salaries were 
paid from the Treasury. The Bill had been 
twice before the Diet, and there could be no 
doubt about the justice of the course contem- 
plated. When first presented to the Diet, it had 
failed to become law owing to the dissolution 
of the Lower House. On the second occasion, 
the Lower House had rejected it in view of the 
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multifarious basiness and outlay entailed by the 
war. No such reason existed any longer, and 
as for the expense that would result from the 
proposed change, it was only some seven thou- 
sand yen annually. 

The Bill was passed without question or 
debate, and the House rose at 11.20 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVBS. 


The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
1.—The Budget for the sgth fiscal year of Bisi. 

The President announced that Mr. Komuro 
Shigehiro, on his way to the House, had been 
assaulted in the street below Alagoyama. His 
tarski had been broken and he had been struck 
with a stick over the arm and knuckles. A 

Jmessage of condolence and inquiry had been 
sent to him in the name of the House. 


The President said that he had addressed, 
on the previous day, a request to the Minister 
President of State that His Excellency with the 
other Ministers of State would attend in the 
House, and explain the Government's policy 
with regard to the increase of the Army and 
Navy. Neither the Minister President nor any 
member of the Cabinet was yet present, and he 
desired to ask the Government Delegates whe- 
ther their attendance might be expected. 

' Major-General Kodama replied that he was 
not in a position to reply, but that he should 
address an inquiry to the Minister President. 

The President said that his communication 
of the preceding day having been duly acknow- 
ledged, but the Minister of State having given 
no sign of attending, he feared that His Ex- 
cellency’s presence could not be looked for. 
Nothing remained but to proceed with the Order 
of the Day. 


Mr. Otake Kwanichi said that, on the pre- 
ceding day, he had moved that the discussion 
of the Budget be postponed until the House 
had considered the various projects for new taxes 
proposed by the Government. Unfortunately, 
his motion had been thrown out but there were 
many members that sympathised with its spirit. 
Further, he felt that it was impossible to pro- 
ceed intelligeutly with the discussion of the 
Budget until the House had full knowledge of 
the policy contemplated by the Government 
towards China, Korea, and Russia. It was ex- 
ceedingly inconvenient that the Minister Presi- 
dent had not attended to furnish that inform- 
ation, and in view of the immense importance 
of the question, he now moved that the discus- 
sion of the Budget should be postponed gnitil 
the Minister President came to their House 
and placed them in possession of the required 
knowledge. 

Mr. Hirashima Matsuo strongly opposed the 
motion. The Government, on the preceding 
day, had declined to answer a silly query pro- 
pounded by Mr. Inukai Ki, and had explained 
that the subject of the query belonged to the 
domain of affairs that must be kept strictly 
secret. Mr. Otake’s question about the coun- 
try’s foreign policy must inevitably meet a 
similar fate. For his own part, he should be 
sorry to see the Government forget its respon- 
sibility so far as to answer such inquiries. 


Mr. Kusakari Shimmei wished to know how 
the House would proceed if the Ministers of 
State quietly continued to refrain from attend- 
ing. The motion of Mr. Otake was quite 
ridiculous. 

The House rejected the motion. 

Mr. Inukai Ki asked permission to have the 
Order the Day changed for the purpose of in- 
troducing an urgency motion. They found 
themselves in an era that might almost be de- 
scribed as a period of war. Naval and military 
increments were the talk of the time, and addi- 
tional taxes were about to be imposed upon the 
people, while, on the other hand, many national 
problems of the gravest importance were neg: 
lected. It was essential that before proceeding 
to legislate, the house should have a clear 
perception of the Government’s policy. But 
the Minister President of State declined to at- 
tend or to give any explanation. Such conduct 
must be described as most inconsiderate, and 
he wished to introduce a Resolution to the 


effect that, in the opinion of the House, the 
Minister President of State, Marquis Ito, had 
shown himself grossly lacking in consideration 
for the country. 


The House being invited to vote by show of 
hands upon the question of allowing urgency 
for the motion, the President ruled that the 
“ayes” were in a majority, but his ruling being 
challenged, an open ballot was taken, when 105 
voted for urgency and 128 against. 

The House then proceeded to discuss the 
Budget. 

Mr. Taguchi Ukichi, after pointing out the 
immense importance of the measures that the 
House was now asked to discuss, moved 
three amendments of the Budget :—first that 
a reduction of ten per cent. be made in Ad- 
ministrative Expenditures, the salaries and 
number of officials being reduced, but the 
method of effecting the reform being left to the 
Government ; secondly, that the programme of 
increasing the Army by five divisions be re- 
duced fifty per cent; and thirdly, that the in- 
crease of the Navy be conducted on the principle 
of a maximum displacement of 200,000 tons. As 
to the first amendment, it seemed quite obvious 
that if the people were required to make large 
sacrifices on account of the Empire’s new 
exigencies, the officials should set the example 
by consenting to some reduction of their 
own emoluments. As to the second point, the 
Government Delegate had told them that, in 
view of the country’s altered circumstances, 
military increment was unavoidable. He did 
not deny that proposition in general. But 
he considered that the War Department had 
no monopoly of competence to determine the 
extent of the increment. Japan’s position in 
the East migbt be compared to that of England 
in the West. On the continent of Europe were 
three great military Powers, France, Germany, 
and Russia, each having a peace establishment 
of over half a million men, and each capable of 
putting from two to three millions into the field 
in time of war. Yet England, though looking 
across a narrow strip of sea at these armaments, 
had a standing army of only 125,000 men. It 
had been said that she could take 100,000 troops 
from India if she pleased. He did not believe 
it: if she attempted such a measure, India would 
revolt. Possibly she might take 20,000, but of 
what use would such a number be? Why, 
then, should Japan hasten to add so much 
to her army, which already mustered over 
300,000 men? People talked of Russia’s 
sending 200,000 troops to Viadivostock when 
the Siberian Railway was completed. Did 
they suppose that Russia could maintain 
such a force at Viadivostock with only a 
solitary railway to carry supplies from the base? 
She must have sea communication also, and he 
undertook to say that the Japanese Navy would 
soon cut off her maritime route. 

Mr. Ebara Soroku raised a point of order, 
alleging that Mr. Taguchi was trenching upon 
subjects that had been discussed by the House 
with closed doors. 

Mr. Yamada Taizo urged the same objection. 

Mr. Taguchi denied the imputation, and said 
that he was strictly in order in discussing the 
reasons for and against an increase of the Army 
and Navy. 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei strongly supported 
Mr, Yamada Taizo’s argument, and called upon 
the President to interfere. 

Mr. Noguchi Kei loudly called to Mr. Ta- 
guchito continue his speech. 


A scene of some violence occurred between 
Mr. Noguchi and Mr. Kusakari. They called 
each other names, and seemed disposed to 
come to blows, but the distance between their 
seats prevented that issue. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Taguchi stood quietly in his place. A mem- 
ber called out that he must not be afraid to 
go on. P 

Major-General Kodama asked to have the 
discussion continued with closed doors, and 
the House went into secret session, which lasted 
until 4.20 p.m. 

The House then (4.25 p.m.) rose. 
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MONDAY, FEBRUARY 3RD. 
HOUSE OF PRERS. 
The House met at 10.40 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


u.— Supplementary Budget for the e8th year of Meiji. 

s.— Bills relating toan Jncrease of the Capital Fund for purchas- 
ing tate-Railway Materials, and to the Manner of its Exe 
penditure, 


Mr. Kubota Shigeru inquired whether the 
Government had yet replied to the Question 
recently addressed to it by Viscount Tani and 
Mr. Kato Hiroyuki, on the subject of an Edu- 
cational Council. 


The Vice-President—who occupied the Chair 
in the absence of the President—answered in 
the negative. 

Mr. Kubota said that he was one of those 
deeply interested in the subject. He had per- 
sonally made inquiries in official circles, but had 
encountered an undecided state of opinion, some 
approving, some condemning, the project of a 
Council. Nearly three weeks had now elapsed 
since the Question was put, and as the future 
action of those advocating the scheme must de- 
pend upon the answer given by the Government, 
he trusted that no more time wonld be lost and 
that a perfectly clear reply would be vouchsafed. 


The Vice-President pointed out that, however 
reasonable Mr. Kubota’s request might seem, it 
could not be openly recognised and forwarded to 
the Government, as Mr. Kubota was not among 
the presenters of the Question. 


Mr, Kubota urged that, as a supporter of the 
plan contemplated by the questioners, his voice 
Ought to be heard, but the Vice-President re- 
peated his ruling. : 


Viscount Soga, in view of the fact that this 
roling would constitute a precedent, asked to be 
clearly informed whether Mr. Kubote’s request 
was not to be forwarded on the ground, solely, 
that his name did not appear among those pre- 


ferring the Question. 

The Vice-President answered in the affirma- 
live. 

Viscount Soga pointed out that, according to 
law, a Question could not be presented unless 
it had thirty supporters. Evidently, therefore, 
if submitted to the Government, it must have 
many approvers in the House. He failed to 
see why those approving it should not be allowed 
the same facilities for promoting it as those 
chosen by them to present it. 

The Vice-President replied that Mr. Kubota’s 
name did not appear even among those of the 
signatories of the Question. 

Viscount Soga said that, if such were the 
case, he had argued from mistaken premises, 
and begged to withdraw his objection. 

Mr. Fujimura Shiro moved that, as the Sup- 
plementary Budget standing first on the Order 
was very short, and as its speedy passage through 
the House was desirable, the Budget Committee 
be instructed to report upon it in the course of 
the day. 

Viscount Soga saw no reason for such haste, 
and urged that, as financial matters should 
always be treated with deliberation, the Com- 
mittee ought to be allowed two or three days to 
examine the Supplementary Budget. 

The House rejected Mr. Fujimura’s motion, 
and voted, alt the suggestion of Prince Konoye, 
that the Committee present its report on the 
5th instant. 

Viscount Hotta, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported in favour of the Bills relating 
to the capital for purchasing materials for State 
Railways, and to the manner of expending it. 
(Vide Proceedings of Lower House Jan., rath.) 

The Bills were passed without debate. 

The House rose at 11.15 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.16 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being :— 
1.—The Budget for the sgth fiscal year of Sfeisi. 


Mr. Ichijima Kenkichi apologised for taking 
up the time of the House during a debate on a 
subject so important as the Budget, but since 
the Question now presented by him to the Go- 
vernment must: greatly influence the attitude 
adopted towards the Budget by all that united 


162 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[Feb. 8, 1896. 


Sw? 2 2°00 080k ll™“™=ElE0ElEel_leeee__e____el_e_ee==e=a==@=EaRe=>ERE/El/_j_EeE=E=E=E=E=E=EeEEE 


with him in presenting it, he might be permitted 
to explain its purport, and to urge the necessity 
of the Government’s answering speedily and 
clearly. He then proceeded to discuss, at con- 
siderable length, the great advantages pos- 
sessed by the wide guage over the narrow guage 
on railways, and insisted that celerity of transport 
and of accommodation, as well as of economy, 
was all on the side of the wide guage. They 
were at the division of the ways, now, in respect 
of this most important problem. Every addi- 
tional mile of railway constructed on the nar- 
row-guage system increased the difficulty of 
subsequently adopting the broad-guage. The 
country must make up its mind at once, or be 
prepared to waste large sums of money, for 
there could not be the slightest doubt that the 
broad-guage system would be ultimately adopt- 
ed in Japan. The Government Delegates spoke 
much of the outlay involved, but careful in- 
vestigation had convinced him that it would not 
exceed 20 per cent. of the cost of construction. 
They were invited to vote money for doubling 
the line between Tokyo and Kobe, and one of 
the chief reasons advanced in support of the 
proposal was that tens of thousand of tons of 
goods were constantly delayed in transit owing 
to the existence of a single line only. But that 
argument applied with equal force to the adop- 
tion of the broad guage, which would add im- 
mensely to the carrying capacity of the road. 
The Government’s policy with regard to rail- 
way matters resembled the colour of a cat’s 
eye, perpetually changing. He wished to 
propound three questions: — (1) Did the 
Government, after laying a double line of 
narrow-guage tracks on the Tokaido road, 
purpose adhering permanently to the narrow- 
guage system on all State Railroads? (2) If 
the Government had no intention of changing 
the system, by what reasons were they influ- 
enced? Why did they prefer the narrow-guage 
to the broad guage? (3) If the Government 
considered that railways should continue to be 
built in Japan after the existing model, what 
view did they take of the relative advantage and 
disadvantages of the broad and narrow guages ? 

The president caused the following Question 
and the Government’s Reply thereto to be read. 


QugsTION PRESENTED BY Mr. Kupo Kokan anpD 
OTHERS WITH REFERENCE TO THE HOKKAIDO 
Tanxo Tetsupo Kalsua. 

The business of the Hokkaido Tanko Tetsudo 
Kaisha consists of coal mining and railway trans- 
port. A special agreement between the Govern. 
ment and the Company pledges the former to pay 
to the latter every year whalever sum may be re 


quiced to make up 5 per cent. on the capital (five 


million yen) invested by the Company in its rail- 
way. The Company derives from its business, 
taken asa whole, a yearly profit of from ro to 12 
per cent., nevertheless the profit shown on the 
working of its railway amounts to only I.1 per cent., 
and on the strengtb of that fact it receives every 
year from the Government a subsidy of from 
158,000 yes to 244,000 yen. The undersigned 
can not but regard with surprise the fact that 
a company paying a dividend of over lo per 
cent. on its whole business, should derive a 
profit of only 1 per cent. from one branch of 
that business alone. It would appear from in- 
quiries that the Company charges an exceptionally 
low rate of freight on coal, the principal article 
transported over its line, so that the profits on its 
mining euterprise are very large and the losses 
on its transport enterprise correspondingly great. 
Until the end of 1893, it carried a ton of coal 
over its line for 0.9 sen per mile, and from 
the beginning of 1894 it raised the charge 
to 1.1 ses. Now, on the lines of the Nippon 
Tetsudy Kaisha and the Chikuho Kogyo Tetsudo 
Kaisha, the charge foe carrying a ton of 
coal, by special agreement, for a distance of 100 
niles and upwards is from 1.6 se (6 2 sei, Com. 
paced with which rates the charge on the Tanko 
Railway is exceedingly low. If the charge on the 
latter line weve raised to 1.5 se per ten per mile, 
a difference of over 110,000 yer annually would 
be made in the gross earnings of the road. For 
the above reasons, the majority of the Budget 
Committee, in the 8th session of the Diet, voted 
to reduce the subsidy in question, but the Govern. 
ment Delegate explained that the payment covered 
the period from the 4th mouth of the preceding 
year to the 3rd month of the year when the Budget 
was discussed. In short, it was virtually an obliga. 
tion already incurred and could not possibly be 


altered. 
was passed by the Budget Committee and the 
House. 
to the 27th fiscal year, was not inserted in the Bud- 
get until the 28th fiscal year, and therefore did 
not obtain the Diet’s prior sanction, not only the 
64th Article of the Constitution but also the 5th 
Article of the Law of Finance weye violated. We 
desire to be informed on the above points. 


































the transport of coal by the Hokkaido Tanko 
Tetsudo Joint Stock Company should be taken as 
a basis of comparison. 
between the charges ona railroad very seldom 
transporting coal, and the charges on a railroad 
transporting coal continually, no proper grounds 
of discussion exist. 
shu Tetsudo Joint Stock Company, which carries 
coal only occasionally, it appears that among the 
Company’s rates for coal transport over long dis- 


In view of that explanation, the item 


But if the expenditure, though belonging 


THE GOVERNMENT'S ANSWER. 
It is not just that the rate of freight charged for 


For this reason, that as 


Thus, in the case of the Kiu- 


tances, the charge is only 5 yes for a seven-ton 
waggon for 74 miles (.096 se” per ton per mile), 
that is to say, from Hakata to Kumamoto; and 
from Omuda to Moji, 91 miles, the charge for a 
seven-ton waggon is also 5 yer (0.8 sen per mile 
per ton), while elsewhere on the same line as much 
as 55 se” per ton per mile is charged. Moreover, 
the total amount of coal carried over the line an- 
nually is 20,000 tons at most, nevertheless the 
charges are lower than those on the Tanko road. 
Hence the Government does not regard the 
freights on the Tanko line as particularly cheap. 
Further, the amount of subsidy to be paid year- 
ly to the Company to make up the rate of interest 
on{capital invested in the railway, can not be deter- 
mined until the accounts of the Company for the 
year in question have been balanced, and until 
the profit acctuing from the line has been deter- 
mined. For that reason the Government is unable 
to include the amount in the Budget submitted to 
the Diet, as a future expenditure, and does tot 
regard the method now pursued as illegal. 


(Signed) Viscount Nomura, 
Minister of State for Home Affairs. 
Viscounnt WATANABE, 
Minister of State for Finance, 


The discussion of the Budget by sections 
was then announced. 
The first item, “ The Crown, three million 
yen,” was passed wilhout comment. 
On taking the Department of Foreign Affairs, 


Mr. Hatano Denzaburo said that, having 
obtained the number of supporters required by 
law, he begged to propose an amendment, 
namely, that the item for ‘‘ Salaries and Allow- 
ances” be reduced from 62,715 yen to 50,127 
yen. The reasons for this change were that the 
country had now approached an onerous, period 
of its financial existence, its expenditure having 
leaped in one year from 89% million yen to 152 
millions, ‘and the additional taxes imposed on 
the people being 26,400,000 yen. On a pre- 
vious day, Mr. Taguchi Ukichi had moved that 
the Administrative Expenditures in general be 
reduced by 10 per cent. Unfortunately that 
proposal, of which he (the speaker) entirely 
approved, had failed to obtain the support of 
the House. He now, therefore, re-opened the 
subject in so far as concerned the actual pay 
and emoluments of officials, and moved that 
they be reduced by 20 per cent. The total of 
the salaries and allowances included in the 
Budget was over 182 million yen, and if a re- 
duction of 20 per cent. be applied all round, a 
saving of over 3% millions would result. If, 
further, as he and his fellow thinkers had long 
insisted, the salaries of members of the Diet 
were similarly reduced, a saving of 44,300 yen 
would be effected in the Upper House, and 
of 60,300 yen in the Lower. It might 
be contended that, as the price of every- 
thing had risen immensely of late, great 
hardship would result from such a reduction. 
But that argument seemed of little value in view 
of the fact that the whole nation, officials not 
excluded, were now called upon to make great 
sacrifices and exercise the utmost economy. 
It might further be urged that the House would 
be merely wasting its labour did it vote the pro- 
posed reduction, since the Government, relying 
upon the 67th article of the Constitution, would 
certainly reject it. But judging from the tone 
of the speech addressed to the House by His 
Excellency Marquis Ito, Minister President of 
State, at the beginning of the session, it did 
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to which 
itself very small, but the principle involved 
was of large application and 
He moved that the item of 6,000 yen an- 
nually, representing the salary of the Mini- 
ster of the Foreign Department, be reduced 
by, two-thirds, bringing it to 2,000 yen. This 


not appear that any serious objection would be 
raised by the Government. 


Mr. Ozaki Yukio asked permission to in- 
troduce another amendment before the discus- 


sion of Mr. Hatano’s proposal was proceeded 
with, as the latter would probably be influenced 
by what he had now to move. 


Permission be- 
ing given, he went on to explain that the item 
his amendment referred was in 


importance, 


reduction was proposed, not as a change 


of salary in respect of active employment, but 


because 2,000 yen would constitute a fair 
allowance for a Minister in temporary retire- 
ment. The present Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs was understood to be a man of great in- 
tellect and activity, and there was no desire to 
bring about his retirement. But he had now 
been absent from his post on account of illness 
for more than ten months, and it appeared that 
the Foreign Office was practically resting. It 
did no business except occasionally to enter- 
tain foreigners or otherwise exhibit a spirit of 
deference towards outside nations. Doubtless, 
the junior officials did not fail in zeal and 
diligence. For example, so much work was 
thrown upon the Vice-Minister that, as they 
could all see, though a young man, his hair 
was already white. The Foreign Office could 
not be said to be performing its duties. Whe- 
ther it did right or wrong in surrendering 
the Liaotung Peninsula, the voice of the 
country had not yet decided. But certainly 
it should have insisted on holding the territory 
as a pledge of China’s good faith in carrying 
out the Shimonoseki Treaty. Its temporary 
occupation for that purpose could not have been 
seriously objected to by Foreign Powers and 
would have gone far to satisfy the people of Japan. 
Then, again, as to Formosa, the Government 
had not hesitated to engage itself, vis-d-vés-a 
Western State, never to surrender the island to 
any Foreign Power, whereas no such engage- 
men had been exacted from China when the 
Liaotung Peninsula was restored to her. Ithad 
been surrendered unconditionally. Such di- 
plomatic methods did not conduce to promote 
the interests or enhance the prestige of Japan. 
He would not now dwell upon the propriety or 
impropriety of abandoning the possession of 
the Peninsula in deference to the dictation of 
three European Powers. The House had ap- 
parently endorsed that course, and nothing re- 
mained but to wait until the nation returned to 
its right mind. But surely they must see that 
Japan was now virtually without any substantial 
pledge of China’s good faith in the matter 
of the Shimonoseki Treaty and the payment of 
the indemnity promised by that document, 
Was it not plain that, if the Government sur- 
rendered the Peninsula, it should have asked 
for some other security, such as the temporary 
occupation of Pekin, or, at any rate, the plac- 
ing of a Japanese garrison in Tientsin? As 
things stood they were at China’s mercy. If 
she desired to break her promises, they had no 
immediate means of coercing her. Even the 
Three Powers could scarcely have objected to 
such a precaution. China, indeed, was a diffi- 
cult Power to hold to her promise. The Three . 
Powers, however, would then have been parties 
to the arrangement; or if they declined to stand 
in any such relation, the verdict of the civilized 
world would remain in the case of an agree- 
ment openly concluded under such circum- 
stances. Only a brief interval had elapsed from 
the time of the retrocession of the Peninsula be- 
fore there was talk of its being leased to Russia, 
and they could not suppose that such talk was 
altogether baseless. However sick the Mini- 
ster for Foreign Affairs might be, the Foreign 
Office's manner of safeguarding the nation’s 
interests must be described as astonishingly 
lacking in ability and earnestness. The events 
that had happened in Formosa after its cession 
hy China offered another field for comment. At 
the time of the cession China had many officers 
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and a considerable force of soldiers there. It 
was her plain duty to withdraw these so soon 
as she gave up the island. She had not 
done so. On the contrary, they had not only 
been suffered to remain there, but had orga- 
nized resistance to the occupation of the terri- 
tory by Japan, entailing upon this country heavy 
loss of life and treasure. The two principal 
leaders and supporters of the insurrection had 
escaped to China. They were rebels not 
merely against Japan but equally against China. 
Yet on their arrival in China it was understood 
that they had been restored to their old rank and 
office, and thatthe Pekin Government even con- 
templated rewarding them substantially. Had 
any reparation been exacted from China for 
this infamous breach of her treaty engagement? 
There were abundant proofs that substantial 
aid had been secretly rendered to the Formosan 
insurgents by Chinese high officials, but when 
such proofs presented themselves, the Foreign 
Office in Tokyo pretended not to see them. 
Thus Japan was insulted and her confidence 
abused with absolute impunity. How little 
heed was taken to assert her dignity, and how 
ready she was to respect the dignity of others 
might be gathered from the story of the ideo- 
gtaph ro. Some Japanese journal, in writing 
Rokokw (Russia), had employed for ro the 
ideograph meaning foolish. Thereupon the 
Russian Representative had immediately object- 
ed, and the Government had issued a general 
mandate to the newspapers that the proper 
character to be used in writing Rokoku was 
that meaning “dew.” The Chinese journals, 
on the other hand, still continued to apply the 
the most insulting epithets to the Japanese 
nation and the Japanese empire, just as though 
a state of war still existed, but no measures to 
restrain them were taken. It seemed as though 
the Foreign Office were asleep. Not the slight- 
est doubt existed that China should be com- 
pelled to make good the Josses incurred by Japan 
in sabjugating Formosa. Until that was done, 
the national rights remained unvindicated, and 
until the heads of the two Lius were laid 
before the Shrine of Shokonsha, the spirit of the 
Japanese killed in Formosa could not have 
peace. Again, it was matter of common know- 
ledge that the greatest difficulties were experi- 
enced in concluding the commercial treaty now 
in process of negotiation with China. The Sixth 
Article of the Shimonoseki Treaty provided that, 
pending the conclusion of the commercial 
treaty, Japan was to receive most-favoured- 
nation treatment at China’s hands. They had 
heard the Question addressed some days ago to 
the Government by Mr. Wada Hikojiro, as to 
the fact that China continued to levy upon 
Japanese goods imported into Shanghai not the 
rates of import duty levied upon the correspond- 
ing goods of the most favoured nation, but the 
rates fixed by the old Japanese commercial 
treaty. In fact, China was simply trampling 
under foot the engagements solemnly under- 
taken by her at Shimonoseki, and the Japanese 
Foreign Office seemed powerless to enforce the 
country’s rights. The Chinese Government had 
pledged itself by the Shimonoseki Treaty to 
conclude with Japan, immediately after the 
exchange of the Treaty’s ratifications, a new 
treaty of commerce on the lines of the most 
liberal treaty actually existing between China and 
the Western Powers. Thus the basis of the 
new treaty was determined from the outset, and 
the time for concluding it was practically settled. 
Yet, although ro months had elapsed since the 
exchange of ratifications, the negotiations in 
Pekin show no signs of reaching a conclusion, 
and it was understood that China was merely 
playing with and insulting Japan by insisting, 
among many absurd and totally unwarrantable 
pretensions, that if she gave to Japan a treaty 
on the lines of the most favoured nation, Japan 
was bound to give a similar treaty to China. In 
short, the Chinese Plenipotentiary was behaving 
just as if the Shimonoseki Treaty had no 
existence ; as if Japan had not beaten China 
in war, and as if this negotiation for a com- 
mercial treaty was a wholly independent busi- 
ness, in the transaction of which both parties oc- 
cupied exactly the same footing. All these 


knew that Korea was in great financial straits, 


The incident of the Vayeyama and the British 
steamer Zhales was another case in point. 


and wrongs of the case, the Government had 
bowed its head to England, and published an 


of international law. Thus the action of the 


they were in the right or not, but anyhow they 
begged to apologise. Thus, quite apart from 
the retrocession of Liaotung, the Foreign Office 
had heaped blunder upon blunder during the 
past twelve months, slumbering peacefully as a 
rule, and only waking up now and then to make 
some mistake. Nevertheless, in view of the 
popularity enjoyed by the present Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs among the Fiyu-so, and 
in view of the alliance between that Party and 
the Government, it might be presumed that the 
Minister was to be kept in office for another 
year under all circumstances. Bowing to the 
inevitable, therefore, he proposed that the salary 
of the sick Minister be reduced by two-thirds 
and that the remaining sum of $2,000 annually 
should be paid to him as an allowance for the 
due care of his impaired health. He did not 
particularly press the members to support his 
motion, but if any were good enough to do so 
he should be pleased. 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei had been much in- 
terested by Mr. Ozaki’s speech, and was not 
indisposed to support hitn if he could obtain 
satisfactory answers to two or three questions. 
The first was this. Mr. Ozaki claimed that the 
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs was in- 
competent and that he neglected his duties. 
Therefore Mr. Ozaki proposed to reduce the 
Minister’s salary to a sum which he called a 
species of retiring allowance, the Minister be- 
ing in office all the while. Was that, then, 
Mr. Ozaki’s idea of the ‘responsibility ” con- 
cerning which he and his party raised such 
a clamour? Again, was this principle of 
cutting down a salary because the House deem- 
ed that its recipient, in consideration of his 
incompetence, did not deserve such large pay— 
was this principle to be applied to all Ministers 
in future, and if not, why was it to be applied 
to the present Minister only? Finally, Mr. 
Ozaki had declared himself in full agreement 
with the previous speaker, Mr. Hatano, and had 
introduced his amendment by way of supple- 
ment to Mr. Hatano’s. Now Mr. Hatano had 
included the allowances to members of the 
Diet among his proposed reductions. Was Mr. 
Ozaki’s doctrine to be applied to members of 
the Diet also? If a member of the Diet neg- 
lected his duties and showed himself incom- 
petent, did Mr. Ozaki propose that his salary 
should be docked by two-thirds? For example, 
the well known Mr. Tsunoda Shimpei, concern- 
Ing whom so much was now written in the 
Porodsu Choho, had not shown his face in the 
Diet for a long while, and seemed to have left 
his parliamentary duties to take care of them- 
selves. Was his salary to be cut down? 

Mr. Ozaki Yukio replied that it would doubt- 
less be more consistent to cut out the item 
altogether. But the Minister in question wasa 
clever man whose retirement would be a dis- 
tinct loss to the country. Besides, among the 
parliamentary supporters of Mr. Ozaki himself, 
about a third regarded the Minister with favour. 
In deference to these, he offered to leave a third 
of the salary untouched. As to the member of 
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things must be laid at the door of the Foreign 
Office’s mismanagement. Yet again, everybody 





nevertheless the Japanese Government looked 
idly on. Under pressure from the Diet, the 
Government had last year lent to the little 
Kingdom a sum of three million yes, and it 
was now evident that unless Japan came to the 
rescue, Korea must borrow from Russia or 
France, an operation the meaning of which he 
need not dilate upon. Of this grave eventu- 
ality the Foreign Office took not the least notice. 


Without waiting to ascertain fully the rights 


apology in the Offcial Gasette. In point of 
fact, the question of the Vayeyama and the 
Zhales was by no means clear, nor could any 
jurist, apparently, adduce conclusive proof that 
the Japanese man-of-war had violated the tenets 


Japanese Government might be interpreted asa 
declaration that truly they did not know whether 








the House alluded to by the last speaker, his 
name did not appear on the Foreign Office list, 
and therefore his connection with the question 
seemed obscure. 

Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
said that, as he understood, the amendment 
proposed by Mr. Hatano was intended to apply 
to the salaries of the whole body of officials. 
The officials of the Foreign Office were involved 
only because the Foreign Office section hap- 
pened to be before the House. It did not 
devolve upon him, therefore, to make any reply 
since the matter concerned the whole of the 
Government. With regard to Mr, Ozaki Yu- 
kio’s proposal to reduce the salary of the Mini- 
ster to one-third of its present amount, he failed 
to understand whether the step was suggested by 
way of punishment or because the Minister was 
temporarily absent on account of illness. In 
either case, it was by the Sovereign’s sanction 
that the salary was paid, and the Government 
could not agree to its reduction. For the rest, 
Mr. Ozaki had dealt with a great number of 
subjects, but what the precise purpose of his long 
speech had been, he (Mr. Hara) failed to com- 
prehend. (Mr. Tanaka Shozo :-—‘‘ How cana 
man with decayed brains understand?”). It ap- 
peared to him that Mr. Ozaki, having failed to 
accomplish anything by his various assaults upon 
the Government, had now vented his chagrin in 
alongoration. Possibly among the many points 
touched upon by him there might be some worth 
embodying in questions to the Government. If 
Mr, Ozaki thought so, that course was open to 
him. But truly to reply to his long chapter of 
history then and there would be too serious a 
task. He had travelled back even to the early 
years of the Meiyé period to find materials 
for a complaint about the particular ideo- 
graph used in writing ‘‘ Rokoku.” Probably if 
a literary error of that sort occurred now, it 
would not be elevated to the rank of a diplo- 
matic question, but at the era of its occurrence, 
the Foreign Office had doubiless done its duty. 
As for the Japanese Government, it did not 
concern itself about the writing of petty Chi- 
nese papers published in Shanghai. If, how- 
ever, any public document contained an expres- 
sion derogatory to the dignity of Japan, the 
Japanese Representative in Pekin did not fail 
to interfere, and had actually interfered in a 
recent case, obtaining the necessary correction 
and apology. 

Mr. Ozaki’s amendent, not finding sufficient 
supporters, did not become a question of debate. 

Mr. Hatano’s amendment, being put to the 
House, was rejected. 

The House, by a large majority, passed the 
whole of the Foreign Office Section. 

The Department of Home Affairs was then 


taken. 


Mr. Matsuoka, Vice-Minister of Home Af- 
fairs, asked the House to vote the whole sum 
($3,343) entered by the Government under the 
heading of ‘Miscellaneous Allowances and 
Expenses” for the Sanitary Laboratory, and 
not to reduce it as proposed by the Budget 
Committee. The principal allowances in ques- 
tion were for medical men that attended the 
conferences of the Sanitary Board, and it surely 
was not just to expect these experts to devote a 
large amount of their valuable time to objects 
of public sanitation without making some sp- 
propriate pecuniary acknowledgment of their 
services. He also protested against the pro- 
posed reduction in the Secret Service grant. 
The money had to be divided among all 
the police stations throughout the empire, 
and though 100,000 yen might seem in itself a 
large sum, it became very small when dis- 
tributed among so many offices. 

The House voted the whole of the Homé 
Department Section as amended by the Budget 
Committee. 

In the Department of Finance, the Com- 
mittee’s amendment of the appropriation for 
“Principal, Interest and Charges on Loans” 
was rejected and the Government's figure voted. 
The rest of the Section was passed as amended 
by the Committee. 

The Department of War Section was passed 
as ainended, as were also the Department of 
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a Second Keadiog of a Bill for amending the Rallwey Cone 

struction Law. 


$.—Second Reading of a Bill.for amending the Law of Come 
parative Lines of Railway. 


Mr. Fukayama Takatsuna gave an explanation 
of a Question presented by him with reference 
to the Tanko Railway in Hokkaido. Seven 
years ago the Government had sold the line for 
a small sum to a private company. Obviously 
the official policy of that time had been in favour 
of entrusting the work of railway construction 
in Hokkaido to private enterprise. Yet, in the 
present Budget, the Government had inserted 
an appropriation for building 35 miles of line 
itself from Sorachifuta to Asahigawa. What, 
then, was the Government's real policy? In the 
second place, why did not the Government over- 
see the Tanko Railway as it was bound to do? 
By this time all the bridges along the line should 
be of iron. But they were mostly of wood. 
Moreover, the line had been carried so near the 
shore in some places as to interfere with the 
fishermen. All this bespoke dereliction of. 
duty on the part of the Government. 


The discussion of the Extraordinary Expen- 
ditures for the. Departments of Justice and 
Education was then proceeded with, the two 
being taken together. 


Mr. Kudo Kokan urged the House to proceed 
with more care and deliberation in discussing 
the Budget. 


The House passed the Extraordinary Expen- 
ditures for the two Departments without debate, 
and proceeded to consider the Extraordinary 
Expenditures for the Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce. 


Mr. Hatano Denzaburo asked what was the 
object of appropriating a sum of sixty thousand 
yen for the purpose of extending the country’s 
foreign commerce. All the reports needed 
should be furnished by the Consuls abroad. 


Mr. Kaneko, Vice-Minister of Agriculture and 
Commerce, said that in some cases the reporte 
of the Consuls sufficed, but in many others it 
was found necessary to conduct special inquiriea,. 
and the results thus obtained had already. proved 
most useful. The Government, in this matter, 
was acting on requisitions and petitions from 
commercial and industrial folks in all parts of 
the empire. 

The House passed the Expenditures. as 
amended by the Budget Commitee. 

On taking the Extraordinary Expenditures 
for the Department of Communications, 

Mr. Kawashima Jun asked why it was. pro- 
posed to build a Central Railway Station. He 
had always understood that such a station. was 
intimately connected with the construction of 
Tokyo harbour, and need not be built until the 
harbour was completed. 

Mr. Matsumoto, Government Delegate, re- 
plied that the two things were undoubtedly con- 
nected, but not closely. A central station. was 
urgently needed for the purpose of bringing 
together the lines entering Tokyo from various 





























left to choose their own moral primers, neither 
did he think that there was any lack of stand- 
ard works on morals in Japan. Above all, he 
opposed the notion of entrusting such work to 
official surpervision. There had been many 
Ministers of Education since the Department 
was first organized, but how few of them had 
shown by their manner of life that they were 
qualified to discuss the merits of a system of 
morals! Even were they more competent to 
undertake such atask, constant changes of Mini- 
ster would deprive the work of compilation of all 
proper continuity. More important than the 
manufacture of moral primers was the selection 
of good teachers, whose precepts and practice 
would serve all purposes of moral instruction. 


Viscount Tani supported the Representation 
in a speech of considerable length. He argued 
that no confidence could be placed in privately 
compiled works which, without regard to their 
merits, were often raised to the rank of text 
books by official favour dishonestly curried. He 
himself would prefer to have all these things 
managed by a high council of education, but 
failing that he strongly supported the idea of 
providing sound and trustworthy moral primers 
at any rate. 

Mr. Obata Tokujin regarded the scheme as 
quite unpractical. It would be impossible to 
get a number of scholars to agree on the subject 
of moral teaching. The proposed Committee 
would go on discussing for ever. 

Viscount Tani said that the “‘ Rongo” was 
not the work of one man. A number of writers 
had compiled it. 

Mr. Obata retorted that numerous as were the 
scribes, they had all devoted themselves to set- 
ting down the precepts of one sage, Confucius. 

Mr. Kiba, Government Delegate, said that 
the question of supplying moral primers to 
schools had long occupied the attention of the 
Government, but had been most difficult to 
determine. If, on the one hand, advantages 
seemed to be connected with the step, on the 
other it had its demerits. Thus a middle 
course might be said to have been steered. In 
1886 the policy of supplying moral primers to 
the schools had been adopted, but such books 
were then comparatively scarce, and it was, in 
most cases, extremely difficult to distinguish 
ordinary educational primers from moral 
primers. When Viscount Mori became Mini- 
ster of Education he had decided that moral 
primers were not required. But many evil con- 
sequences had ensued, and the Emperor, hear- 
ing of them, issued an Imperial Rescript on the 
subject. This Rescript, however, defined only 
the mere outlines of a moral system of educa- 
tion, leaving the details untouched, and con- 
sequently the need of moral primers made 
itself felt again. Count Oki, on assum- 
ing the portfolio of Education, had ordered 
the use of moral primers, but in view of 
the fact that few authors devoted themselves 
to the preparation of such works, the Mini- 


ster directed that their publication should}quarters. As for, the Tokyo. harbour, the 


be watched for, and that they should belscheme had not yet been carried even to the. 
carefully examined as to their fitness for gene-| drafting of a plan. 


ral use. In.1880 a Bureau of Compilation had}. 
been established in the Departmeut of Educa- 
tion for the purpose of compiling all the edu- 
cational works needed in the schools, but in 
1886, owing to the enactment of the Law of 
Finance, it had become necessary to abolish 
this Bureau before its work had extended to 
moral primers.. When Viscount Inouye be- 
came Minister of Education he too decided 
that moral primers were needed, but on grounds 
chiefly of economy, ordered that they should 
-be used by teachers only. Such was the his- 
tory of the past. As to the Representation now 
before the House, the Government deemed that 
the time had passed for undertaking such work 
officially, and that plenty of excellent books 
compiled by private persons, were available for 
use. 

After some further discussion, the House 
adopted the Representation, and rose al 2.27 
p.m. 


Justice, of Education, of Agriculture and Com- 
merce, and of Communications. 

The Extraordinary Expenditures were then 
taken. 

Mr. Kawashima Jun asked a number of 
questions about the history of the Tanko Rail- 
way Company, but was informed that most of 
his questions had been answered in the 8th 
Session of the Diet. 

A long discussion took place with reference 
to ‘the appropriation of $903,200 on account 
of railway construction in Hokkaido, which 
item Badget Committee had expunged, on the 
ground that the construction of railways by the 
State ought not to be commenced in Hokkaido 
until a complete and thorough programme had 
been elaborated, and embodied in the Railway 
Construction Law. 

The closure was ultimately put and carried, 
and the House voted in favour of the appropri- 
ation asked for by the Government. 

The Extraordinary Expenditures were all vot- 
ed as far as the end of the Naval Department. 

The House rose at 5.03 p.m. 
































TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 4TH. 
HOUSE OF PBBRS, 


The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


3.—First Reading of a Government Hill for preventing Rinder- 
pest. 

a.— Representation relating to disbursing from the Treasury the 
cost of compiling Moral Primers for use in Primary Schools. 


Viscount Yenomoto, Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce, introduced the first 
Bill. He dwelt upon the great losses caused by 
rinderpest, and upon the injuries it inflicted 
upon public health. In Western countries 
minute regulations existed for preventing the 
malady, or stamping it out, but in Japan the 
only law on the subject had been enacted ten 
years ago, and was no longer suited to the time. 
Moreover, it contained no provisions relating to 
the introduction of diseased cattle from foreign 
countries, nor any rules as to burning or bury- 
ing infected articles, controlling the carriage 
of the latter, and so forth. Every year that 
passed showed increased danger from the 
epidemic. Fortunately the plague had for the 
moment disappeared in this country. But, as 
was well known, the extreme east of the Asiatic 
Continent, which lay opposite to Japan, was re- 
garded as the very nest of rinderpest, and there 
was constant danger from that source. Further, 
the existing law contained no provisions relating 
to canine rabies, and the House would agree 
that the sooner all these points were dealt with 
by law, the better for public hygiene and finance. 

In answer to questions, the Government 
Delegate said that the expense incurred by the 
Treasury in dealing with the rinderpest had 
been 88,538 yes in 1893; 85,776 yen in 1894, 
and 8,874 yen in 1895, the epidemic having 
made no special ravages in the Jast year. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 9, nominated by the President. 

Mr. Umayabara Akira introduccd the Repre- 
sentation for providing at Government expense 
Moral Primers for use in Primary Schools. He 
explained that the primers now in use were 
written by private individuals, and were often 
very imperfect. In some cases the oral teach- 
ing of instructors alone was relied upon. He 
dwelt at length on the importance of this branch 
of education, and on the advisability of provid- 
ing such books at the lowest possible price 
to the various schools. The Representation 
suggested that a Committee should be or-. 
ganized for the purpose of compiling the 
required books. He did not mean to be 
understood as suggesting that moral primers 
were. the only books deficient at present, 
but he considered it important above all things 
that they should be supplied at once. As 
for the composition of the Committee, the idea 
of the supporters of the Representation was that 
members should not be appointed from the 
Department of Education only, but should be 
representative of public opinion generally and 
possessed of public confidence. 

Professor Toyama opposed the Representa- 
tion. He did not share the regret of the Re- 
presentation’s supporters that the schools were 


In answer to Mr. Ichijima, Kenkichi, the. 
Government Delegate. said that the question of. 
the narrow gauge against the.wide gauge on 
railways demanded the most careful investiga- 
tion, and that he .was not prepared to make.a 
definite statement then and there. . 

A report of the minority of the Budget. Com- 
mittee was presented in favour of building a 
central station as proposed by the Government. 
The majority of the Committee were of opinion 
ithat the Shimbashi station sufficed for the. lines. 
entering the city from.the south, and the Uyeno 
station for those entering from the north. But 
‘both. stations had been built to meet require- 
ments that would hear no compasison with the 
needs of the present, time, when one set.of lines 
extended almost to Bakan and right into Kiushu, 
while the other .stretched to Mororan and Nii< 
‘gata. It was impossible to over-rate he. facili- 
ties that would be conferred by bringiug both 
systems together. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru asked whether private. lines 
and State lines were to be brought together. in 
one station. Also, why the Government, In 


HOUSE OF REPRRSENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.20 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being :— 
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1882, had refused the application of the Japan 
Railway Company to build a line from Uyeno to 
Shimbashi. . 

The Government Delegate replied that private 
‘and State lines were not be brought together 
in one station: that would-be impossible. As 
for the step taken in 1882, it had been decid- 
ed upon by the Public Works Department of 
that time, to which the planning of all the roads 
had been entrusted. 

After some further discussion, the closure 
was put aud carried. 

The House voted against the amendment of 
the Budget Committee, expunging the appro- 
priation for building «a central station, and 
. passed the Government’s proposal. The re- 
maining Extraordinary Expenditures in this 
section were then passed as amended by the 
Committee. 

The House then proceeded to discuss the 
Revenne side of the Budget, and passed both 
the Ordinary and Extraordinary Revenue with- 
out debate. 

This concluded the General Budget. 

The Special Budget was then taken and 
passed without debate. 

The appended Budgets were also passed with- 
ont debate, as amended by the Committee. 

The President said that, among the Com- 
mittee’s amendments adopted by the House, 
there were four concerning which the Govern- 
ment’s approval must be obtained. He there- 
fore addressed himself to any Minister of State 
or Government Delegate then present, if any 
were prepared to give a definite reply. 

Baron Tajiri, Vice-Minister of State for 
Finance, said that, although some ticonveni- 
ence would be caused by the Housge’s reduc- 
tions, the Government gave ils assent. He must 
warn the House, however, that where the 
reductions touched official obligations, money 
might have to be taken from the reserves, or 
included in a supplementary budget next 
session. But these were small matters, and he 
was glad to be able to announce the Govern- 
ment’s general assent. 

Mr. Higashiwo Heitaro said that the consent 
just given seemed to be conditional. He begged 
that ao conditions whatever should be attached. 

Mr. Ozaki Yukio argued that if the Govern- 
ment intended to revive the eliminated expen- 
: ditures by appropriations from the reserves or 
by means of a supplementary budget, the con- 
sent now given must be taken as a mere figure 
of speech. He deprecated such irresponsible 
procedure. 


Mr. Inouye Kakugoro desired to clear up this 
point. He imagined that the Government 
Delegate referred to the grant in aid to the 
Tanko Railway Company. The House bad re- 
duced the amount of the grant. On the other 
band, the Government was pledged to make 
the grant, and could not diminish the 
amount untess the Tanko Railway Company 
agreed to such an appreciation of its freights 
as would bring the profits from the railway 
to a kigher figure. They might rest assured 
that the Company would agree to nothing 
of. the kind, and in that event the Govern. 
ment would have no alternative but to dis- 
burse the whole sum, taking the amount of the 
House's reduction from the reserves, or includ- 
‘ing it in a supplementary budget next year. 
Was that what the Delegate intended ? 

Baron Tajiri replied that his meaning was 
precisely as Mr. Inouye had stated. 

The Bill for altering ‘‘ Hachi-woji in Tokyo 


Fu” to ‘“ Kanagawa in Kanagawa Ken” in. 


the Law of Railway Coustruction, was reported 
upon by the Special Committee. The object 
of the Government’s amendment was to change 
the site of the eastern terminns of the proposed 
central line from Hachi-woji to Kanagawa, so 
that the line might be brought into junction 
with the existing system of State lines. The 
Committee recommended the rejection of this 
amendment, and farther, that a sum of a million 
- yen, which would have been required for the 
proposed change, should be struck out. The 
Committee’s reason was that no necessity existed 
for bringing the central line into connection 
with the State system, inasmuch as the private 


railways projected or in course of construction 
would farnish all the required facilities of trans- 
port, and an arrangement could be made with 
them under proper conditions. 

Afler some debate, the House adopted the 
Committee's report. 

The last Bill on the Order was not debated, 
the proposed amendment being dependent upon 
the adoption of the changes embodied in the 
preceding Bill, but was rejected at once. 

The House rose at 3.52 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 


The House met at 10.55 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


'z.—Supplementary Budget for the s8th fiscal year of dfiii. 
e.—Supplementary Budget for the 28th fiscal year of Meiji. 


The two Supplementary Budgets having been 
favourably reported upon by Prince Konoye, 
as President of the Budget Committee, and 
a few questions having been asked and answer- 
ed, the Budgets were passed as sent up from 
the Lower House. 

Prince Konoye moved that thé Bills sent up 
from the Lower House on the preceding day, 
with reference to amendments of the Railwa 
Laws, he added to the Order of the Day, ve 
their first reading taken, as they bad an im- 
portant bearing on the Budget. 

The House agreed; and after the reading of 
the Bills they were entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee nominated by the President. 

The House rose at 11.55 a.m. 


HOUSS OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.20 pim., the Order of 
the Day being— 


2,.—Second Reading of the Bill for Encouraging Navigation. 

a.—Second Reading of the Bill for Encouraging Ship-building. 

g——Second Reading of the Bill for treating the Indemnity Fund 
in a Special Account. 

4—Second Reading of the Bill for treating the Temporary War 
pee in a aera Brie akan . ‘ 

§.—First Reading of a Bill for abolishing the S al Munici 
Government System in Tokyo, Osake, ana Recto. 

6.—First Reading of a Bill for supplementing the 
vernmeut System. 

4.—First Reading of a Bill for amending a portion of the Al- 
cohol Business Tax Law: 


Mr. Sato Shozo, on behalf of the Petitions 
Committee, reported that the Committee had 
examined a number of petitions, of which 28 
were recommended for the House’s consider- 
ation; 16 were deemed unworthy of consider- 
ation; 2 were held for purposes of comparison ; 
4 were sent to the Government for purposes of 
comparison ; 2 were rejected, and 1 was held 
over. 

Mr. Hayakawa Ryosuke explained a Question 
presented by him with reference to the French 
Exhibition of the year 1900. He said that 
though the name “France” did not sound 
pleasant in Japanese ears at present, owing to 
the Triple-Alliance affair, they must not forget 
that she was the great seat of the fine arts in 
the West, and that the long notice given of the 
approaching exhibition must be taken as a proof 
of the: magnificent scale on which it was to be 
organized. Japan had now a name in the world, 
not merely as the most artistic country in the 
East, but also as a land of military prowess. 
The French Exhibition would be an opportunity 
for her to confirm her reputation, and she ought 
to endeavour to make a display of manufactures 
as well as of artobjects. Thenation had taken 
part in the Chicago Exhibition, and it seemed 
desirable that the Government should state 
clearly, first, whether it intended to participate 
in the French Exhibition ; and secondly, if such 
an intention existed, how it was to be carried out. 

The Second Reading of the Bill for Encour- 
aging Navigation was then proceeded with, and 
the Bill was passed as amended by the Com- 
mittee, the chief amendment being that the 
period of 5 years during which a ship that had 
received encouragement money might not be 
sold, chartered, or otherwise transferred to a 
foreigner, was altered to 3 years. (Vide Pro- 
ceedings of Lower House, January 14th.) 

The Bill for Encouraging Ship-building was 
then read, as amended by the Special Commit- 
tee in two principal points; first, that encour- 
agement money at the rate of 12 yen per ton 
should be given in the case of ships of and 
above 700 tons but less than 1,000 tons, where- 


unicipal Go- 


as, such aid was not to be given, according to 


Google 


the Government's Bill, in the case of any ship 
below 1,000 tons; and secondly, that the period 
of operation of the law was changed from 320 
years to 15. (Vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, January 14th.) 

The Bill was passed through its Second and 
Third Readings with the above amendments 
and without debate. 

On proceeding to the Second Reading of the 
Bill relating to the Special Account of the War 
Indemnity. (Vide Proceedings, House of Re- 
presentatives, January 14th.) 

Mr. Taguchi Ukichi moved to expunge the 
clause entitling the Bank of Japan to issue con- 
vertible notes for lending to the Government on 
the security of the Indemnity held in London as 
specie. He contended that the existing regu- 
lations with regard to the issue of convertible 
notes were sufficient, and that the clause in 
question violated them. The regulations pro- 
vided that on all notes issued over and above 
the normal limits of 85 million yes on the se- 
curity, not of specie, but of bonds or negotiable 
bills, interest at the rate of 5 per cent. had 
to be paid by the Bank, whereas the 
Bill tiow before them provided for such issues 
in excess of the normal limit but empowered the 
Minister of Finance to fix the rate of interest. It 
might be contended that specie lying in London 
was actually a specie reserve for the purposea of 
note issues in Japan. But he denied that it 
could be so considered, unless actually brought 
to Japan. It would exist only in the form of 
bills of exchange, and however safe these might 
be, they fell under the denomination of negoti- 
able bills, not under that of specie. 

Mr. Matsuo, Government Delegate, explained. 
that the existing regulations did not limit the 
locality of the Bank of Japan or its branches, and 
that specie lying in a London branch was specie 
actually in the Bank itself for note-issuing pur- 
poses. He further spoke briefly as to the 
evident inconvenience and inevitable loss of at- 
tempting to transfer such a large sum of money 
to Japan in the form of silver. 

Mr. Minoura Katsuto, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, explained minutely the 
disturbance of the silver-gold ratio that must 
be caused by any altempt to convert the in- 
demnity into silver and bring it to Japan, not 
to speak of the great expense alltending such 
an operation. He repeated the Government 
Delegate’s argument that specie lying in a 
London branch of the Bank of Japan might 
be considered as actually in the Bank’s vaults 
for purposes of note issues, and he defended 
the contemplated rates of interest—s.e. the 
Government’s borrowing from the Bank at § 
per cent..and the Bank’s paying 4 percent. on 
its issues of notes—by showing that the differ- 
ence of 1 per cent. was a fair allowance to 
compensate the Bank for managing such large 
transactions, Eighty millions of the indemnity 
were necded to meet war expenditure already 
incurred, and eighty millions must be provided, 
some how or other, inthe East. To float a fresh 
issue of war bonds to that extent was the mea- 
sure advocated by some, but such a transaction 
must greatly disturb the money market in Japan. 
On the whole, the Government's plan seemed 
the simplest, safest, and most economical. 


Mr. Taguchi gathered from Mr. Minoura’s 
explanation that the specie was to be kept ina 
London branch of the Bank of Japan, whereas 
it had been previously understood that the 
Bank of England would hold it. What was 
the real project? 

Mr. Minoura understood that the specie would 
lie in the Bank of England, sach portions of it 
as might be required from time to time being 
drawn out and placed in the strong room of the 
Bank of Japan’s branch. The Bank of Japan 
would be responsible for the employment of 
these portions, the specie that remained in the 
Bank of England would stand to the credit of 
the Bank of Japan. 

Mr. Taguchi concluded, then, that the notes 
to be issued by the Bank of Japan would be is- 
sued on the security of deposit notes of the 
Bank of Ergland. 

Mr. Minoura answered in the affirmative. 
The Bank of Japan would of course receive de- 
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posit notes from the Bank of England, and 
would take care that they were dealt with in a 
safe manner. 

Mr. Taguchi, after hearing these explana- 
tions, was more than ever confirmed in his 
view that the convertible notes to be issued by 
the Bank of Japan ander the contemplated con- 
ditions, would not be issued against a reserve of 
specie but against a reserve of negotiable bills. 
The Bank of Japan would receive from the 
Bank of England deposit notes for a fixed term, 
three months or six months, and the issue of 
convertible notes in Japan would be on the se- 
curity of those documents. Such being the 
case, the issue clearly fell, not under the provi- 
sions of law relating to a reserve of specie, but 
under the provisions relating to a reserve of 
negotiable paper. The Bill before the House 
spoke of the reserve as specie, and empowered 
the Minister of State for Finance to fix the rates 
of interest at which the Bank’s convertible notes 
should be issued and lent to the Government, 
whereas, with security of the kind contemplat- 
ed the interest was already fixed by law. The 
establishment of a branch of the Bank of 
Japan in London was a mere Ipretext: the 


specie would not be in the keeping of the branch, 


but in the keeping of the Bank of England. In 
fact, they were asked to pass a Bill over-riding 
the provisions of an already existing law. He 
did not for a moment dispute the argument 
that to convert such a large amount of gold into 
silver and carry it to Japan would certainly be 
a dangerous, and might be a ruinous, process. 
All were agreed that no such step should be 
taken, The point was how to get the money to 
Japan in the most advantageous manner, and 
the Government’s manner did not seem to him 
the most advantageous. The volume of the 
paper currency was to be swelled in Japan 
without any increment of the specie reserves. 


The House knew that, in order to meet the re- 


quirements of the time, the Government had 
been obliged to borrow from the Bank of Japan, 
so that the latter's issues of convertible notes 
were now 49 millions in excess of the legal 
limit. Moreover, the specie reserves of the Bank 
had fallen from 70 millions to 55 millious. 


It was essential that specie should be got into 


the country. Surely the wisest way to manage 
that would be by disbursing all the country’s 
payments abroad out of the indemnity fund. 
Bills of exchange, involving, under ordinary 
circumstances, an outflow of specie from 
the country, could be bought and met by 
disbursements from the indemnity, and in that 
way not only might the exodus of specie be 
arrested—especially in these times when the 
State would have to make very heavy payments 
in Europe—but also specie that would other- 
wise have remained in Europe to balance specie 
due from Japan, might be drawn into the coun- 
try. This was not a party question: it was a 
question of national finance, and he begged the 
House to consider it dispassionately, 

-Baron Taguchi, Government Delegate, 
thought that, interesting as Mr. Taguchi’s re- 
marks had been, they were, for the most part, 
outside the question. The basis of Mr. Tagu- 
chi’s argument was quite erroneous. Had he 
carefully attended to explanations already given 
by the Government Delegate, he would have 
known that the Government entertains no inten- 
tion whatever of issuing convertible notesin Japan 
on the security of specie lying in the strong room 
of the Bank of England. The notes are to be 
issued on the security of, and in amount equal 
to, such portions of that specie as are actually 
drawn from the Bank of England and held by 
the London Branch of the Bank of Japan. 

The closure was put and carried. 

The House passed the Second and Third 
Readings of the Bill. 

The Bill relating to the Special Account of the 
Temporary War Fund was passed without de- 
bate. (Vide Proceedings of Lower House, 
January 4th.) 

The Bill for abolishing the Special System of 
Municipal Government in Tokyo, Kyoto, and 
Osaka, and the correlated Bill, standing next 
on the Order, were passed without debate. 

The Bill for amending the law relating to the 


Alcohol Business Tax was then introduced by 
Mr. Taguchi Ukichi. ‘The principal changes 
proposed were, first that the following provision, 
‘‘Any person procuring alcohol, or any mix- 
ture of alcohol, without recourse to a licensed 
dealer, must pay the tax onit,” should be altered 
to, “No person whatever shall be entitled to 
procure alcohol, &c., without recourse to a 
licensed dealer; ” and secondly that the clause, 
“Any person using alcohol for medicinal or 
industrial purposes may obtain a permit,” be 
expunged. Mr. Taguchi urged that these 
alterations were essential in view of the propos- 
ed increase of the tax onsaké. In point of fact, 
all the alcohol imported from abroad was con- 
sumed in this country without paying any tax, a 
state of affairs that would soon kill the saké 
trade under the burden of the new impost. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, and the House rose at 3.45 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The Committees alone met. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.20 p.m., the Order of the 

Day being— 

z.=First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Es- 
tablishment, Change of Place, and Changes of Jurisdiction 
of Courts of Law. 

a.—Firet Reading of a Government Bill for preventing the 
Ravages of Noxious Insects. 

g.—Second Reading of the Government Bill for increasing the 
Salaries of Teachers in Primary Communal Schools in con- 
sideration of long and meritorious Service, by means of a 
Grant from the Treasury. 

q-—~Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to the 
Retiring Allowances of Officers of Public Schools. 

$.—Second Reading of the Government Bill for increasing the 
Fund for shipbuilding materials at the Naval Stations, 


The President announced that intelligence 
had been received of the deaths of Mr, Suyehiro 
Shigeyasu and Mr. Ishida Kumahiko, members 
of the House, and that he asked authority to de- 
spatch the usual messages of condolence. 

The House agreed. 

Mr. Moriya Konosuke explained a Question 
addressed to him by the Government about the 
Chishima-Ravenna collision. After repeating 
the old complaint that a man-of-war ought 
never to have been sunk by a merchant vessel, 
and that to take an action against a mercantile 
company to recover damages for such a loss, 
wag as though a Samurat, having been defeated 
in fight by a rustic, should sue the latter in a 
law court; and having contended that by em- 
ploying the Emperor's name as plaintiff, His 
Majesty had been dishonoured, Mr. Moriya went 
on to say that these things being past, could not 
be helped. What he wanted to ask about was 
the Government's conduct in the sequel of the 
affair, .The English Privy Council had decided 
that the Ravenna was to blame for the collision, 
and it followed, therefore, that the Peninsular 
and Oriental Company became liable to pay 
the full damages claimed by Japan, namely, a 
sum of over seven hundred thousand yen, In- 
stead of enforcing that claim, the Government 
had compromised for a payment of about one 
hundred thousand yen. Why had such a course 
been pursued? He understood that the Go- 
verniment had availed itself of the services of a 
foreign intermediary, and it was conjectured 
that the sum paid to him had been so large 
as to reduce the P. & O. Company’s com- 
pensation to a hundred thousand yen. In the 
second place, it was understood that the out- 
lay on account of the law suit had been over a 
hundred and twenty thousand yen. Was that 
so? What had the amount been ? 

The first Bill, providing for variotis changes 
of jurisdiction—for example, that the Hachiwojji 
District Court be changed from the jurisdiction 
of the Yokohama Local Court to that of the 
Tokyo Local Court, and so forth—having been 
explained by the Government Delegate, was 
entrusted to the Special Committee already 
Charged with the duty of examining a similar 
Bill. 

The Bill for Preventing the Ravages of 
Noxious Insects was then read. The insects 
reterred to were those that attacked agricultural 
products, and the gist of the Bill was to em- 
power Governors or Prefects to enact and 
enforce measures for destroying the insects, 
the outlay connected with such measures 
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to be defrayed from the public funds of the 
locality; infractions of rules promulgated for the 
purpose of destroying such insects were to be 
punished by fines varying from 0.5 yen to 1.95 
yen, or confinement of from one to ten days. 
His Excellency Viscount Enomoto briefly ex- 
plained that the efforts hitherto made for the 
purpose contemplated by the Bill had not been 
successful owing to want of thoroughness, and 
that the enactment of a new law was essential, 

After a few questions, the Bill was entrusted 
to a Special Committee. 

Mr. Satake Masanori on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill re- 
lating tothe Salaries of Teachers in Primary 
Schools with some slight amendments. (Vide 
Proceedings of House of Representatives, Janu- 
ary 24th.) 

Mr. Kanaoka Matazayemon presented a re- 
port on behalf of the minority of the Committee, 
opposing the Bill on the ground that its provi- 
sions would not effect the purpose contemplated, 
namely, that of preventing teachers from chang- 
ing from one school to another. Teachers 
changed in order to benefit themselves. If they 
saw a prospect of immediate improvement in 
their emoluments, they would forego it for the 
sake of getting an increase of 10 per cent. 
of salary five years hence. They might be 
moved by order of the local Authorities before 
the five years expired, and then their service 
would not count at all as qualifying them for 
tbe proposed increase. If it was desired to keep, 
them, the best and only plan was to raise their 
salaries at once. 

Mr. Tanaka Torio opposed the Bill. He said 
that to grant money from the Treasury for such 
@ purpose would impair the autonomy of the 
communes. The people in the variouslocalities 
were well able to pay for the proper instruction 
of their children if they cared todo so. It was 
not ability but will that lacked. Better let them 
take the necessary measures themselves. Be- 
sides, this Bill involved a State outlay of 640,000 
yen yearly, Such asum could not be spared © 
at present, 

After some further discussion, the Bill was 
passed as amended by the Committee. 

The next Bill, relating to the Retiring 
Allowances of Officers of Public Schools, was 
recommended by the Special Committee without 
amendment, and was passed at once. (Vide 
Proceedings of House of Representatives, 
January 24th.) 

Mr. Tanigawa Shochin, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Bill for increasing the capital for Ship- building 
Materials (vide Proceedings of House of Re- 
presentatives, January 14th), without amend- 
ment, and the Bill was passed. 

The House rose at 3.35 p.m. 








KOREAN NEWS. 
——---+ 
Korea is again troubled by local disturbances. 
According to the latest letters from Séul given 
im the vernacular papers, an insurrection has 
broken out in various parts of Chhung-chhéng- 
do, Kang-wéng-do, and Kyéng-sang-do, the 
strength of the different bodies of insurgents 
varying from a few hundreds to over a thousand. 
The outbreak is ostensibly due to popular dis- 
content about the enforcemeut.o£.the haircut: - 
ing edict, but it is apprehended that the real : 
cause lies deeper, namely, in the instigation of ; 
the Ming faction, the partizans of the. late | 
Queen, and that the object in view is the over- | 
throw of the present Government, as well as the 
elimination of the Ming's enemies’ in the Cabinet_ : 
by the methods usually adopted in Korea. The 
disturbances originated at W6n-ju in Kang- 
wOng-do, the insurgents developing a strength 
of more than 1,000 men. They intended at 
first to proceed to Kong-ju, where the provincial 
offices stand, but hearing that some Japanese 
troops were posted there, they turned toward 
Chhun-chhén, in Kang-w6ng-do, and Ché- 
chhon, in Chhung-chh6dn-do, and gained posses- 
sion of thdse towns. Some 400 of the citizens 
of the latter tawn joined the rebels, and, those, 
together with a detachment of the Wéng-ju 
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THE GERMAN TRIUMPH. 
-_—_<+>—__—_—_- 

The triumphs of one nation over another are 
easily achieved now-a-days, if the Emperor of 
Germany's inexplicable message to President 
Kruger is to be regarded as ‘a splendid 
triumph over Great Britain.” Truly Germans 
were about the last people in the world to whom 
we should have looked for these hysterical dis- 
plays. A handful of Englishmen make a raid 
into the Transvaal to succour their countrymen, 
whose safely they suppose to be manaced by 
semi-civilized Boers. The raiders are disowned 
from the very outset by the British Government, 
suffer a signal defeat at the hands of the Boers, 
and their leaders are now about to be tried 
by a British law court for a treasonable 
distarbance of the peace. The Emperor of 
Germany telegraphs to congratulate the Pre- 
sident of the Boer Republic on his victory, and 
that strange telegram is described by the Ger- 
man press as “‘a splendid triumph oyer Great 
Britain.” It is all very silly. England is not 
hurtin the least by such “triumphs.” They 
will not arrest her progress in South Africa by 
so much asa hair’s breadth, though they cer- 
tainly will cause her people to regret sincerely 
that an impetuous Monarch and _ill-balanced 
newspapers should stir up needless animo- 
sities where friendship is so much more 
natural. We imagine that surprise, not un- 
mixed with amusement, is the prevailing senti- 
ment of Englishmen towards Germans at 
present. The telegraphic incident and the 
journalistic outburst that ensued were a verit- 
able bolt from the blue; a species of incom- 
prehensible vertigo to which the soberest and 
most sensible folks are sometimesliable. Pro- 
bably many Germans are already laughing at 
so comical a chapter of contemporaneous 
history, and many more will be laughing soon. 
President Kruger is the only person that comes 
out quite on the top. Doubtless he has had 
the Kaiser’s remarkable message framed, glazed, 
and hung up for the temporary astonishment 
and satisfaction of his refined fellow-citizens. 
It is doubtful whether they have seen the joke of 
the thing yet, but, like the ow! from Nova Scotia, 
they'll take it in on their way to a back-seat one 
of these days, when Germans and Englishmen 
are discussing the event over a friendly pot 
of beer. 































































rioters, appeared before Hong-ju and captur- 
ed it. What is significant in connection 
with the taking of Hong-ju is that many of its 
local officials openly joined the rebels, thus 
; making it an easy business for the latter to 
occupy the place. Chhun-chhén was taken in 
a similarly easy manner, for previously to the 
advent of the insurgents, hundreds of the people 
of the town and its envirous, all of whom were 
} opposed to the hair-cutting order, held a secret 
meeting on a mountains not far from the town, 
and concerted measures for its capture, The 
town is famous as the principal residence of 
the Mings, the aged father of Ming YOng-chun, 


to be the least lucrative, owing to the great fall 
in the price of cereals. The drought of 1885 
will make a large number of farmers turn away 
in disgust from an occupation that yields such 
poor results. Corn growing ona small scale 
has long since been discontinued in most of the 
colonies as quite unremunerative, but now even 
the large growers are gradually going in for 
mixed farming-grazing, fruit-growing, pig and 
poultry farming, and the like. The rabbit 
question is occupying the serious attention of 
the Queensland legislature. Large sums have 
been spent in endeavouring to reduced the 
number of these pests. Poisoning, trapping, 
and extensive wire-net fencing have all been 
tried. Inoculation with various disease-spread- 
ing lymphs has also been practised. Despite 
all these precautions, the rabbit is spreading 
over the whole of the south-western portion of 
Queensland, bringing desolation and ruin to 
hundreds of squatters. 

Notwithstanding the hardness of the times, 
the drought, the low price of produce and the 
terrible effects of the Bank crisis of 1893, which 
will be felt for many years to come, the fact 
that bills for large sums of money borrowed in 
the days when everything was on the ‘“‘ boom” 
are constantly falling due, renders it imperative 
on the various colonial governments to tax 
without mercy, Thus it happens that colonials 
are called upon to pay heavier taxes than they 
have ever known ata tine when they can barely 
afford to pay anything. The redeeming features 
of the situation are the ever-increasing output 
of gold in Coolgardie ; the growing facilities for 
conveying Australian produce to Europe; the 
impetus given to trade by the adoption of a 
Free Trade policy by New South Wales, a 
course likely to be followed to a certain extent 
by the other colonies; a general tendency to 
abolish the many restrictions and imposts that 
have alienated British shipowners for some time 
past from Australian ports, and last, but not 
least, the pluck, business capacity and resource- 
fulness of the colonists, qualities that the period 
of adversity through which they are passing has 
done much to illustrate and enhance. 






















































that the rebels pressed the old man to join 
them and to lend his influence to their 
cause, but that he rejected their appeal and 
fled to a village in the vicinity of Séul. Be that 
as it may, the town being the. bitth-plage of the 
Mings, is far richer than most other provincial 
places. ~Constderabte quantities of provisions 
are stored there, as well as arms and ammuni- 
tion. All these must have fallen into the hands 
of the rebels. A bodv of rebels took up arms 
in Antung, also, on the Yale. Their strength 
is put as 10,000, which is probably a great ex- 
aggeration. These northern insurgents are in 
a difficulty, however, for not a few Japanese 
commissariat stations being still established in 
Ky6dng-sang-do, they are debarred from moving 
southward. The Government has already 
despatched a company of the Guards to Wéng- 
ju, Hong-ju, Antung, and one other place, re- 
spectively, and those sent lo the first named 
district, are said to be doing the work of sup- 
pression in a very creditable manner. But in 
the absence of these four.campanies from the 
capital, its garrison is reduced to ong.balf of its 
preyiouzavength, and rumours begin to circu- 
late to the effect that the outbreaks in the pro- 
vinces were really designed to draw away the 
efenders of the capital, so that the Ming fac- 
ion might find an opportunity of suddenly 
wreaking vengeance on the Premier and the 
Cabinet Ministers, and recovering control of the 
‘Administration. At any. rate, the Government 
has decided to provide against emergencies and 
to supply the defect in the defences by organiz- }._ 
ing a battalion of the old soldiers. 

Nothing seems to be more untrustworthy 
than the judgments delivered by Koreantabu- 
nals, except, indeed, in cases of capital punish- 
ment. Very rarely are the lesser sentences 







“ADMIRAL” MCLURE. 

s ——__—_—_—.@——---—— 

The striking fact that ‘‘ Admiral” M’Clure 
replied to the toast of “‘ The Navy, Army, and 
Reserve Forces,” at the annual banquet of the 
Royal Scottish Corporation, does not seem to 
have received sufficient recognition in the East. 
Here is Zhe Times’ report of the gallant admi- 
ral's after, dinner performance :— 


Admiral M’Clure, of the Imperial Chinese Navy, in 
replying for the Navy, invited the Government to take to 
heart the lessons of the Yalu battle and the siege of Wei- 
hei-wei. They must not depend too much upon the heavy 
guns, as in his opinion speed and quick-firing guns were 
the essential elements of success in naval warfare. Only 
1s heavy shots struck the whole Chinese fleet at the battle 
of Yalu, while 254 shots from quick-firing guns struck one 
ship alone. After seeing the combined fleets of Russia, 
France. and Germany, he said that 'n the event of war he 
would prefer to join his country’s flag against all odds.— 
(Cheers.) 


We have not traced the steps by which this 
distinguished gentleman attained his rank of 
admiral, but whatever may be said about his 
epaulettes his heart certainly is in the right place. 


—_—_—_- 


—--— 


THE VENEZUELAN QUESTION. 
eee crates 

From the telegram that we publish this morn- 
ing, it would appear that the attitude of the 
WashingtonGovernment towards the Venezuelan 
complication has undergone a marked change. 
Instead of taking the whole matter into its own 
hands and entrusting the settlement to a Com- 
mission of Americans, whose decision was to be 
accepted by England, or rejected at the cost of 
war with the United States, the American 
Cabinet has now advised Venezuela to re-open 
negotiations with Great Britain. That means, of 
course, thatan understanding will be arrived at 
by the two latter Powers, and that no further 
intervention on the part of the United States 
will be required. This happy termination of a’ 
dispute that threatened at ohe time to assume 
the dimensions of a stupendous calamity, is 
doubtless to be ascribed to the good sense and 
friendliness of the people of the United States. 
It would have been a monstrous piece of in- 
sanity had two great nations, closely con- 
nected by ties of consanguinity, speaking the 
same language, and aiming at the same ideals 
of civilization, gone to war simply because a 
little South American republic, one of a group 
of peoples notoriously laggards in the march 
of progress, refused to be satisfied about the 
exact position of its boundary. We have a 
firm conviction that underlying all apparent 
quarrels between the two great branches of the 
Anglo-Saxon family on opposite sides of the 
Atlantic, will be found a solid substratum of 
mutual esteem and amity, and that the instincts 
of relationship will inevitably assert themselves 
before either can be provoked into drawing the 
sword against the other. 





Some pretext is found for remitting or chang- 


the case of An Keiju, ex-Minister of War, who 
was sentenced to three years penal servitude on 
account of complicity in the émeule of Novem- 
hes 28th. His sentence has now been changed 


commutation of punishment is peculiar, and 
characteristic of Korean politics. Ay_is righ, 
and had moreover held the post of Chief of the 
Police Board. . Many of the officials of the 
Board readily become his tools and serve as 
means of communication between him and his 
friends outside. The Cabinet could do nothing 
to effectively stop this clandestine correspond- 
ence, and they therefore decided to remove An 
out of the reach of his allies. 

The State funeral of the late Queen is still un- 
performed. Rumour says that it will take place 
about pul. The cost is to be 100,000 yen, a 
sum such as the Court has seldom at its dis- 
posal in a country so impecunious as Korea. 





ITALY IN ABYSSINIA. 
ey aN 

It is pleasant news to learn that the Italians 
are within sight of an exit from their troubles 
in Abyssinia. Their evacuation of Makaleh, 
which they had occapied since July last, and 
from which the fatal advance to Ambalagi was 
made, is not intelligible without further details. 
But the fact that the Negus is suing for peace 
can not be misinterpreted. 











NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN TOPICS. 


ee irl iat 

Two of the great curses of Australia, drought 
and the rabbits, are still, according to the most 
recent papers, making their effects felt in 
various quarters. In Victoria the harvest is an 
entire failure, and in South Australia the average 
yield was not expected to be higher than that 
of Victoria. In the latter colony the distress 
among farmers was so great that steps were 
being taken to invoke State aid in the way of 
money loans at low interest and a supply of 
grain for seed. Of all branches of farming 
Corn-growing has for many years past proved 











M. & MADAME OVIDE MUSIN. 


—-—-- > 

Monsieur and Madame Ovide Musin and 
Monsieur Scharf had the honour of giving a 
concert in the presence of Her Majesty the 
Empress last Saturday afternoon. Her Majesty 
expressed great pleasure in the performance, 
and bestowed upon the artists very beautiful 
mementoes of the occasion. 
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above questions concretely and explicitly you will 
help me much toward that end. 


R. B. PEERY, Ph.D. 
Saga, Hizen, Jan. 25th, 1896. 

















































cause of the “terrible impasse created for the two 
nations.” It appears that a studied avoidance of 


the conception that the United States was really 
in earnest and not playing a game of bluff, was 
the mistake made on the part of England. With 
the MaiZ Lam of the opinion that a bridge must 
be erected, but not wholly at the expense of the 
United States. England will do her full share as 
she has had her full share in creating the necessity 
of bridge-building. 

Yours truly, ; X. 

Yokohama, January 3oth, 1896. 






























CORRESPONDENCE. 


arenes “cane een 

[Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corres 
apondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 





To THe EpiTorR OF THE “JAPAN MaiL.” 

S1r,—Will you permit me one last word to ex- 
plain the “terrible dilemma” of which you accuse 
me, but of which I am, as yet, entirely uncon- 
scious. My point is this, that no political principle 
can be interpreted independently of the circum- 
stances and conditions with which it is naturally 
connected, t.e., pure logic in politics is nonsense. 
Apropos of the Monroe Doctrine; if it were 
found that the South American Republics were 
given to the temptation of making bargains with 
European or other countries for the sake of gain, 
or if it were found that they had no interest what- 
ever in preserving their institutions or territory 
intact whenever approached by pecuniary offers 
from un-American Governments, I am quite will- 
ing to acknowledge your chain of logic to be 
irrefragable. But so far, whatever the faults of 
the South American Republics (and of these faults 
I am quite as well aware as the Editor of the Mast) 
they have at least shown themselves as jealous of 
preserving their independence as England herself. 
Such being the case, I think President Cleveland 
right in his interpretation. 

Oue more word. I doconfess not being given to 
sneering at the South American Republics. Their 
worst vices are legacies from a European coun- 
try, whose Government even at the present day, 
in the few colonies it still retains, is probably not 
better than that of the despised Republics. Give 
them time. Mexico is alteady on a level of order- 
ly Government. Why should not Englishmen, 
whose boast is freedom (or at least was freedom) 
extend a modicum of generosity to countries whose 
worst feature is that they are not quite fit for the 
liberty their form of Government giants, It was 
Burke who said: ‘ My vigour relents, I pardon 
something to the spirit of liberty.’’ But thesneer, 
the finede-siécle sneer at everything that is not 
quite on the same level with ourselves, from this 
and other calamities deliver us, 


January 3oth, 1896. G. D. 


THE VENEZUELA QUESTION. 


To tHe Epitor of THE '! JAPAN Matt.” 

Sir,—As a student of International Law, Ihave 
tried to read carefully everything that has come 
to my hands on this timely topic. The articles 
that have appeared in the various magazines and 
newspapers concerning it have been written from 
different standpoints, and have contained much 
matter irrelevant to the subject ; and a perusal of 
them has lead me to no definite conclusions in the 
matter. The English people certainly feel that 
they are in the right; for rich and mighty Eng. 
land would surely not stoop to 1ob unjustly weak 
and small Venezuela. But the American people 
evidently feel much aggrieved at England’s course, 
inasmuch as the last Congress before its retire- 
ment, unanimonsly urged President Cleveland to 
tuke the swong stand he has taken, and the pre- 
sent Congress unanimously sustains him in that 
course. 

Two lengthy leaders have recently appeared 
in the Masi on this subject; but they speak only 
in an abstract way about the “ Monroe Doctrine ” 
and the grave consequences likely to result from 
the President’s position; and these also have 
helped me to no conclusion, Can we not put 
away abstract reasoning about this matter and 
come down to concrete facts P 


This whole question is one of political morality, 
of right and wrong. England thinks she has a 
legal right to the territogy in dispute; Venezuela 
thinks the cight is-with her, The two nations 
have long quarrelled over their boundary, and 
seem farther from a peaceable settlement than 
ever. Meanwhile, the case becomes more compli- 
cated and difficult of adjustment, and the United 
States request a fair and honest arbitration. The 
question must rest purely upon historical evidence. 
Venezuela states the case thus, Sheis the succes- 
sor in tile of Spain, England the successor in 
title of Holland. The boundary between Spain 
and Holland at the time of transfer is the proper 
boundary between England and Venezuela. 
That boundary, she claims, was the Essequibo 
river. A Spanish map of 1796 and also an 
English one of 1820 both agree in making the said 
tiver the boundary. In 1827 England occupied 
some territory beyond this river; and when re- 
monstrated with, she claimed the Pumarow river 
as the boundary—thus extending hee claims fur- 
ther. Afterwards she pushed her claims still fur- 
ther, and claimed all territory east of the Moroco 
river. In 1840 Sic Robe:t Schomburgk surveyed 
a capricious line which went so far west as the 
delta of the Orinocco. Upon Venezuela’s protest 
the British Premier, Lord Aberdeen, disclaimed 
this line and directed its obliteration, This threw 
the furthest claim of the British Government at 
that time back to the Moroco. About a genera- 
tion after this time, disregarding Lord Aberdeen’s 
assurances, England extended ler claim so as 
to embrace all the territory within the original 
“Schomburgk line,” and some ten thousand 
square miles beyond it; and this is the extent of 
her claim at present. 


Now, Mr. Editor, what claims does England 
bring counter tothese put forth by Venezuela? 
Does she claim that the boundary which she wishes 
recognized at present was the actual boundary 
between Spain and Holland before she came into 
possession ? If so, why was not the whole territory 
now in dispute claimed from the first? Perhaps 
she holds that other rights have since justified her 
in extending her boundary farther. If so, what 
are those tights? How does England account for 
the old Spanish and English maps both making 
the line the Exsequibo river? Is it true that Eng. 
land only claimed territory as far as the Puma- 
ron vivec in 1827; and if so why did she after- 
wards extend her claim to the Moroco? It is true 
that Lord Aberdeen, in 1840, explicitly disclaimed 
the ** Schomburgk line” and directed its obliter- 
ation? If so, what rights does she advance in 
justification of advancing her claims back to that 
line, and even beyond it? 


All of these claims put forth by Venezuela are 
either true or false, and their tcuth depends solely 
upon historical evidence. If they are false they 
can be proven so, and why does England object 
to an honest investigation of the subject? Does 
not England’s persistent refusal to arbitrate the 
question imply that she herself doubts the validity 
of the evidence upon which she rests her claim P 


I am simply trying to get at the right and 
wrong of this question, and if you will answer the 





INFORMATION WANTED. 


To tHe Epitor oF THE ‘‘ JAPAN MAIL.” 


S1r,—A newspaper is supposed tobe possessed of 
the faculty of giving imformation on all matters of 
interest to the general public, therefore I trouble 
you with the following, viz.:—A Japanese visited 
me toeday; he was provided with a book which con- 
tained the following prospectus :— 


PRINCIPAL Purpose or YOKOHAMA “ Jike1 IN.” 

The hospital is treating the desease, no distinction! to 
the high or low or the rich and poor. . . 

‘The hospital is named Jikei In—charity and is more 
happy for the hospital to be last by the sympathy ef 
merciful person. 

The affair is so proceeding that the house is feeling 
narrowly and going to add the room for desease, but as it 
cannot be done by individure, so it must rely to aid of the 
merciful person. 

And it not only shall pay building expenses, but it shall 
extend the favour to other poor desease and it is the prin- 
cipal purpose, Soldiers, who was called to battlefield and 
folluwing coolie not only have done their duty in the 
shower of the ball and smoke of the gunpowder, but there 
are much more that are wounded, lamed and suffered from 
cold and heat. 


And it is the principal purpose of the hospital to protect 
and help the such one. 


Now, I am hoping heartily to Ladies and Gentleman to 
contribute cheerfully, as you like. 

One’s names who contribute the money or the article 
should be publish by news or other ways. 


YOKoHAM Jiketr IN. 
No. 8, Kumoicho, 2 Chome. Yokohama. 

From the geteup of the prospectus, I concluded 
the person soliciting money for the hospital was a 
fraud, though he had evidently collected during 
the month of January the sum of twenty-four yen 
from benevolently disposed foreigners—as was 
shown by signatures of donors and amounts of 
donations from each. | 

If there is such a hospital and this prospectus is 
genuine and the solicitor duly authorized, I suge 
gest that the respectability of the institution would 
be greatly conserved if the subject matter was 
presented in rather: better English. The Mas/ can 
serve its readers by informing them relative tothe 
Jikei In, thereby protecting them from an ime 
poster or instructing them that theic charity is not 
abused. 
Yours truly, X. 
Yokohama, Feb. rst, 1896. 
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MONROE AND CLEVELAND. 


To THE Ep:ToR OF THE “JPN Mt." 


S1r,— With regard to the astonishing Message 
of President Cleveland ve the Venezuela difficulty, 
I find myself not only in the good company of the 
Fapan Mail aud the London Times but with many 
bk ; ; leading American papers as well. And it is- 
cal creed” of the Amesicans, as it admits. Will] already apparent, that, after the first flush of exe 
the Mail, for the instruction of. its American | citement has passed away, the average leveleheaded 
readers, give its interpretation of the ‘*Monsoe| American will heartily regret the position taken 
Doctrine”. as declared by President Monrve,| by the President. The New York Journal of Come 
and then tell them how the people of the United | merce, politically an independent paper, says :— 
States could have evaded the responsibilities of | Mr. Cleveland has made a most serious mistake. 
the situation as it has been presented by President} His policy in this matter is not only precipitate 
Cleveland. It seems to me, that the English} and untimely, it is madness itself. He has oute 
Government is only chargeable with the gravel jingoed the jingoes; and fiom being the embodie 
situation which now. appears to the Mat? to be] ment of sober. judgment he has become the hasty 
solvable only by the arbitrament of war. The] abettor of political fanaticism. In thus inviting 
English Government should have known that the] war, he has not shown the discretion of providing 
“ Monroe Doctrine” was an ‘inviolable political] a way of escape from that alternative.’ Mores 
creed” of the United States, although it mighthave| over, I am not alone in my confusion about the 
assumed that the ‘’ doctrine” was a “chip on the] “ Monroe Doctrine,” for the latest telegrams from 
shoulder doctrine ’—it should have known that in] Washington indicate that they are now confused 
defence of that chip the United States, to avoid the | and seriously disagreeing. at Head-quatters as to 
stigma Of national cowardice, must make its preten-| what is meant by the Monroe Doctrine. And as 
sions good, although war resulted. In face of that] misery loves company,” I have every reason to 
knowledge England thought fit to push its demand | wish I were in Washington. However, this by 
against Venezuela regardless of consequences.| the way. ‘ X.” has kindly favoured me with a 
The United States had made overtures to England | reply to my question, and I appreciate the straight- 
which. could: have been entertained without dis-| forward manner in which he treats the subject. 
honour—the making. of such overtures of itself] As to ‘ G.D.’s” futile attempt to answer my ques- 
being notice that the “ Monroe Doctrine” was au | tion, I will only say that [ would have been equally 
“inviolable political creed”? which would be| obliged if he had refrained from speaking on a 
maintained at all hazards. The United States | subject’for which he is obviously ill-qualified. 
issued no ultimatum, but essayed overtures in the| ‘X.”" fails to discover in the President’s * dee 
premises, so that any tension of friendly relations| claration ” what there is to “militate against the 
cannot premanently be charged to President Cleve-| full application of {the ‘Monroe Doctrine,’ bee 
land—an entire disregard to the potentialities of |cause the ‘Monroe Doctrine’ does not interpret 
the situation on the part of England is really the itself as claiming any right on- the part of the 


To THe Epitor oF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 

Sir,—The Afatl of the 28th instant contains an 
article under the heading “ The Venezuelan Com- 
mission,’ deprecating the idea of war between the 
United States and England in the following 
words: ‘The idea of a war with the United 
States is repugnant to the feelings of Englishmen. 
The old ties of kith and kin have recovered their 
strength completely during recent years, and there 
seems to be something shocking in the notion that 
the two great Anglo-Saxon families should display 
to the world the miserable spectacle of flying at 
each others throats,” and adds:—" But President 
Cleveland has created a situation from which it is 
difficult to emerge without coming to blows. . . 
. « Thusa terrible impasse was created for the two 
nations, entirely through Mr. Cleveland’s hot pre- 
cipitancy.” Now, in absolute fairness, can the 
Mail charge President Cleveland with “hot pre- 
cipitancy.” The MasZis not blind to the fact that 
the * Monroe Doctrine” is an “inviolable politi- 
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United States to dictate to any of the American 
Republics what they shall or shall not do.” Allow 
me to quote a few gassages from President Mou- 
voe’s Message which embodies this ‘* Doctrine.” 
After speaking of the essential differences in the 
political systems of Europe and America, and 
that America will defend what it has achieved 
** by loss of much blood and treasure,” he says :=—= 
‘We owe il, therefore, to candour and to the 
amicable relations existing between the United 
States and those Powers to declare that we should 
consider any attempt on their part lo extend their 
system to any portion of this hemisphere as dan- 
gerous to our peace and safety.” And again, 
speaking of the South American Republics, he 
says: “We could not view any interposition for 
the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in 
avy other manner their destiny, by any European 
Power in any other light than as the manifestation 
of an unfriendly disposition toward the United 
States.” Anda little further on he adds: “ It is im- 
possible that the allied Powers should extend their 
political system to any portion of either continent 
without endangering our peace and happiness.” 
Now, in the name of common sense and in plain 
AngloeSaxon, what does all this mean if we are 
not to understand that it means that under no 
circumstances will the United States allow a 
European Power to extend its system to any part 
of the Western hemisphere; neither by oppres- 
sion (war) nor “in any other manner,” This is 
how I understood the ‘ Doctrine” heretofore. 
But now we have President Cleveland’s Message 
in which we are told that there is an ‘other 
manner” in which European Powers may extend 
their system in America and which ‘cannot of 
course be objected to by the United States.” This 
* other manner” according to Mr. Cleveland, is 
the “own free will’? of the country within the 
bounds of which the Zuropean system is to be ex- 
tended. Consequently, the ‘peace and happi- 
ness” of the people of the United States, in this 
respect, depend largely on the ‘ free-will” of 
some petty country in South America whose 
people are of a different race, speak a different 
language, and who are about one hundred years 
“behind time.” Is there a parallel in history 
that an Anglo-Saxon or Teutonic nation allowed 
its “peace and happiness ” to depend on such 
a doubttul contingency? I submit that Pre- 


of the inaxims, or principles (if one may call them 
































































justifying all this “ sound and fury,’’ which, alas ! 
in this Case signifies a great deal. 


right or wrong.’’ Taken to mean that my country 
is my country, cight or wrong, that I am a pare 
taker in ils shame as well as its glory, and bound 


are good words. But taken as they usually are, 
in the sense that when my country is in the wrong, 
I am bound to lend mny aid to it in the commission 
of the wrong, to use all my powers of sophistry to 
prove that its black is white, or at the very least 
to refrain from saying that it is black, few words 
could be more mischievous. The only rational 
foundation for love of country is in the idea 
that a country is in some real sense a moral per- 
sonality. But if'so, my love for it, like all other 
love, is bound to show itself obedient to moral 
law. If my father or my brother should meditate 
a criminal act, | am) bound by my very love for 
him to show him the wrongfulness of his purpose, 
to dissuade him from it, if I can, and to use all 
possible means to prevent him from carrying it 
into execution. And my obligation to oppose my 
country in wrong-doing because I love it is of the 
same kind. As to the question whether in any 
particular case my country ss cight or wrong, I 
may either trust my own judgment oc defer to 
that of athers whom I may believe wiser than my- 
self. But this does not affect the moral principle 
involved. 


‘Might makes right;” thatis, in international 
affairs, a nation is justified in doing whatever it 
has power to do. This is really the denial of 
morality altogether as between nations, and has 
nofjustification whatever. But there is a sense 
in which might really does make cight, which 
has given rise to some real confusion of mind 
here. Wheu a nation, for example, has gained 
territory by conquest, it is, in the ordinary 
course of things, generally recognised as hav- 
ing vights in the tercitory so acquired, ttrespec- 
tive of the rightfulness or wrongfulness of the 
conquest. This seems quite analogous with 
admitting the right ofa robber to keep stolen 
property, and perhaps would be, if inhabited 
territory could be treated as property. But it can 
not, for here itis the people who are important, 


sident Monroe contemplated nothing of theland not the land. The people of any country, 
kind. As to my supposition, “ X. thinks | being under any sort of even tolerable government, 
“i¢ is not open for consideration.” To sup-|have a right to be allowed to go about their pure 


pose that any part of South America would be- 
come a “ Russian possession ”’ is apparently as une 
thinkable to him as to suppose that the moon would 
become a “green cheese,” although fac stranger 
things have happened. Many times have conces- 
sions been made for monied and other considera- 
tions, without “firing a shot.” How did Louisiana 
with its vast territory, Florida and Alaska become 
possessions of the United States? If France, Spain, 
and Russia have been willing to sell large posses- 
sions, why should it be so unthinkable that some 
day one more of those debt-ridden little republics 
in the South might become disposed to sell at least 
a part of its territory for a “good round sum” 
toa European Pawer? And thus by its * own 
free will’’ ruthlessly destroy the gentle ‘‘ peace 
and happiness ” of the good people of the United 
States! In my humble opinion the Monroe 
Doctrine” is right in its place and sound in 
principal, but President Cleveland has made a 
* mess” of it. 
X. ¥. Z. 


Feb. 1st, 1896. 


suits in peace, without being subjected to the 
horrors of war in order that they may be put 
under another master, even a legitimate one, if 
there be such a thing. Andthe world in general 
has also a right to insist, in the form of morals at 
least, that there shall be no needless war. The 
recognition of the rights of conguerers, morally 
considered, if it be anything more than the dis- 
claimer on the part of outsiders of a right to 
interfere, is, I believe, at bottom, mainly this, a 
recognition of the right to peace, first of the 
people immediately concerned, and then of man- 
kind in general. So considered, it gives no justi- 
fication whatever to needless war, but quite the 
reverse, 

‘©The Monroe Doctrine" :This, in the present 
case, has been treated as if it was a universal 
formula laid down by President Monroe and his 
successors, to be interpreted by verbal exegesis, 
and applied to the various occasions that may 
arise. As a matter of fact, President Monroe, 
in what has been called the Monroe Doctrine, 
simply stated the attitude of the United States in 
view of a given state of facts, namely, the appar- 
ent purpose of the so-called “ Holy Alliance” to 
put down by force attempts at the establishment 
of republican government on the American con- 
linent in the former Spanish colonies, as they did 
in Italy and Spain. He declared, in substance, 
that the United States would not permit this. His 
declaration was, of course, put in general terms, 
as diplomatic statements should be wherever pos- 
sible. ‘But its meaning foc his own time was what 
is here stated. And its justification was the very 
simple one of the right of self-defence. Repres- 
sion by Russia, Prussia, and Austria of republican 
government in Spanish America might well be a 
dangerous first step towards its repression in the 
United States also. As a legitimate assertion of 
the right of self-defence, President Monroe’s term 
“© Monroe Doctrine ” can rightly be considered as 
an application of the law of nations, and of the 
moral law as well as also the attitude of the United 
States towards the French invasion of Mexico, 

But how about Venezuela, and the ‘ Monroe 
Doctrine,” which it is proposed to apply there? 
Could anything more ridiculous be imagined 
as coming from the chief magistrate of a 
great nation than the grave assertion by Pre- 
sident Cleveland that there is danger threaten- 
ed here to the free institutions of the United 





THE VENEZUELA DISGRACE. 





To THe Epitor oF THE “ JAPAN Mai,” 


Sir,—The loud talk about war with England 
over the Venezuela matter, by which the United 
States of America has been disgraced of late, 
with the combination of intellectual childishness 
and moral devilishness which it has shown to be 
latent in a great many ordinarily sensible and 
respectable people, has, thank God, met with 
much stecn and uncompromising rebuke in the 
place of its origin ;—rebuke of which the enclosed 
report of an interview with Bishop Potter of New 
York may serve as a sample. It is matter for 
thankfulness too, that the United States are so far 
committed to nothing except investigation of the 
disputed boundary by President Cleveland’s Com- 
mission, which, ridiculous as was the manner tn 
which it was suggested and appointed, promises 
to serve the most useful purpose of delay, during 
which the sober, second thought of the American 
people will have time to assert itself, and most of 
the good people who have been indulging in an 
intoxication of warlike frenzy be able to sleep off 
their debauch. Meantime, it may not be altoge- 
ther unprofitable to examine a little into one o¢ two 
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so), which have been put forth as expressing, or 


First, then, there is the maxim, “ My country, 


to love it in the one case as in the other, the words 




























States? What a tewuible failure those institu- 
tions must be if they are in peril from the oc- 
cupation, even the wrongful occupation, by Great 
Britain of long-disputed territory, mostly uninha- 
bited, on the border-line between British Guiana 
and Venezuela, and then that cool assumption that 
Venezuela is freer than England, and its institu 
tions more nearly akin to those of the United 
States} 

Far be it from me to show unnecessary disrespect 
to President Cleveland. He has always until now 
seemed to me the best President my country has 
had since Lincoln. But right is right, and common 
sense is common sense, and it is hard to imagine 
anything more wrong and foolish than his course in 
this matter. [try to believe, and partly do believe, 
that he has been led away by an incompetent 
Secretary of State, and that the same excuse may 
be offered for himself and his subordinate that 
was offered for the Roman soldiers who crucified 
out Lord, “ They know wot what they do.” Cer- 
tainly the excuse issorely needed. For a needless 
and useless war between England and the United 
States would indeed be nothing less than a crucify- 
ing afresh of the Prince of Peace. 


Very respectfully yours, I. 
January 28th, 1896. 


Bishop Potter, of New York, when asked his opi- 
nian of the Venezuelan situation, is reported to have 
said to a Tribune reporter :— 


“The world, during this past week, has been 
treated to a very impressive illustration of the differ- 


ence between politics and statesmanship. Two nations 


on another continent have a difference about a 
boundary line. The stronger of the two is allied to 
us by race and lineage; the weaker of a survival ofa 


civilization which once threatened the liberties of the 


Anglo-Saxon world. One of them claims to have a 


case buttressed by ample evidence and capable of 


proof by historic documents of indisputable authority ; 
the other has, thus far, mainly contented itself with 


large claims and vague statements, 


“At this point a third nation, which is, or which 


claims to be, more powerful than either, intervenes, as 
the champion of the weaker nation, not to ask, as it 
might properly do, that the proofs of the claims of 
the stronger be given to the world, but that the whole 
question shall be submitted to the decision of a com- 
mission appointed by itself—it being distinctly and 
explicity hostile to the claims of the two parties at 
issue, and therefore disqualified from acting impar- 
tially—with the threat of war behind its demand. 


‘€ This is not statesmanship. Statesmanship means, 


among other things, knowledge, foresight, delibera- 
tion, the habit of cool judgment, and, in its highest 
aspect, the instinct of equity. Noone of these would 
seem to have been present in the spectacle to which 
lately we have been treated. A doctrine (the Monroe) 
has been invoked which eminent publicists assure us 
has only the most remote and indirect bearing upon 
the question at issue. 
been proposed which, if it had been proposed to our- 
selves, would have been laughed out of court with the 
most undisguised contempt; and an alternative has 
been threatened, if not invoked, whose tremendous 
consequences are treated almost as lightly as if they 
were those of a game of Jawn-tennis. 


A method of settlement has 


‘The ministers of the Prince of Peace may well 


remember those consequences supremely at this mo- 
ment, when Christendom pauses with listening ear to 
catch the first strains of the Saviour of the world, sung 
above the manger of the Babe ot Bethlehem, ‘Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
to men.’ 


‘If, as the Apostle St, Peter reminds us, ‘the dumb 
ass, speaking with man’s voice, forbade the maduess 
of a man who claimed to be a prophet, then the hum- 
blest messenger of Jesus Christ may not refuse to lift 
up his voice against a recklessness of precipitancy 
and a passion for the display of a pinchbeck patriot- 
ism, which are alike unworthy of the name ‘ Ameti- 
can’ and ‘Christian.’ War is a relic of barbarism at 
its best estate. When prosecuted tor the highest and 
holiest ends there still follow immeasurable evils in 
its train, of which, in this iand, we are feeling the 
grave and deteriorating effects, though it is more than 
a third of a century since they were set in operation. 
Even a Hebrew bondsman can set us an example with 
his swift cry, ‘Sirs, ye are brethren, why do ye this 
thing ?’ in such an emergency asthis. = 

‘| May no Just of conquest, no base passion inflam- 
ing us to humiliate a powerful rival, no blind following 
of demagogues eager to pander to the worst, eager 
not to appeal to the best, in their fellow-men ; and, 
above all, no tolerance of a leadership crazed with the 
love of place and eager to outwit a political adver- 
sary, persuade us to forget our duty as a Christian 
nation to cultivate the graces of patience. forbearance, 
and a lofty self-restraint—which are the best graces 
of strong men—and so to ‘study the things that make 
for peace!’” 








The quantity of gold received into the Sydney 
Mint during 1894 was 222,988 ozs., an increase of 
51,891 ozs, on the quantity during the previous 
year. 
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THE KOREAN CASE. 
ey ee eee 
DECISION OP THB COURT OF PRELIMINARY 
. ENQUIRIES. 
Okamoto Ryunosuke, born the 8th month of the 
Sth yeac of Kaes (1852), Adviserto the Korean 


a younger bcother of Namba Sobei, heimin 
of Shimo-ogino, Ogino Mura, Aiko Gun, 
Kanagawa ken. 

Sato Keita, born rath month sth year of Anses 
(1858), agriculturist, shtzokw of Shimo-wake- 
da, Nakatomi Mura, Yamaka Gun, Kuma- 
moto ken. 


Departments of War and of the Household,| Tanaka Kendo, born r1th.month, 3rd year Ansei 


shizoku of Usu, Saiga Mura, Umibe Gun, 
Wakayama Ken. 


(1858), agriculturist, hesmin of Okamoto, 
Okahara Mura, Kynma Gun, Kumamoto ken. 


Shiba Shiro, bors the 12th month 5th year Kaet| Hirayama Katsuguma, born 4th month 3rd year 


(1852), author, heimin place of temporary 
residence, Sanchome, Yuraku Cho, Koji- 
machi-ku, Tokyo City; place of permanent 


Keio (1867), journalist, shtzoku of Kounzuka, 
Tahosoko Mura, Yamamoto Gun, Kumamoto 
ken. 


residence, Naka-muika Machi, Wakamatsu Miura Goro, Viscount, Sho Sammi, First Class 


Cho, Kita, Aizu Gun, Fukushima Ken, 
Kunitomo Shigeakira, born the rith month the 

Ist year Bunkye (1861), without occupation, 
shizoku of Hetano, Hishi-kata Mura, Yama- 
moto Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Tsukinari Tecu, born the 1st mouth the 2nd year 
Bunkyu (1862), miscellaneous occupations, a 
sheet Daimyo Cho, Fukuoka Shi, Fukuoka 

en, 

Hirota Shizen, born the 3rd month the Ist year 
Bunkyu (1861), agricultucist, shizoku, Ka- 
mishiro, Shiroyama Mura, Akita Gun, Ku- 
mamoto Ken, . 

Fuji Masaakira, born the r2th month the 6th year 
Ansef (1859), without occupation, shkizoku, 
Kawara Machi, Fukuoka Shi, Fukuoka Ken. 

Yoshida Tomokichi, born the 1st month the 5th 
year Meiyé (1872), journalist, place of tem- 
porary cesidence, ShimoeNiban Cho, Koji- 
machi Ku, Tokyo Shi; 4th son of Yoshida 
Choji, heimin of Higashi-Minaye, Minaye 
Mura, Shiba Gun, Iwate Ken. 

Hirayama Iwahiko, born the 8th month the 3rd 
year Keto (1867), without occupation, shisoku, 
Tsuboi, Kurokami Mura, Akita Gun, Ku- 
mamoto Ken, 

Osaki Masakichi, born the gst month the rst year 
Keio (1865), Okubo, Fukaya Mura, Momoo 
Guu, Miyagi Ken. 

Sassa Masayuki, born the rst month the 2nd year 
Bunkyu (1862), druggist, sktsoku, Ima De- 
mizu Mura, Takuma Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Sawamura Masawo, born the 3:d month the 6th 
year Meitst (1873), without occupation, shézo- 
ku, Kami-hayashi Machi, Kumamoto Shi, 
Kumamoto Ken. eee ee 

Katano Takewn, born the 11h tenth the 6th year 
Meiji (1873), without occupation; 2nd son of 


Order, [ieutenant-General (First Reserve), 
born 1th month grd year Kokwa (1846), 
kwazoku of Nakotomisaka Cho, Koishikawa, 
ku, Tokyo Shi, ‘Tokyo Fu. 

Sagimura Fukashi, Sho Rokui, First Secretary, 
of Legation, born ist month ist year Kaes 
(1848), heimin of Suga Cho, Yotsuyaku, 
Tokyo Shi, Tokyo Fu. 

Horiguchi Kumakichi, Jushichii, eléve consul, 
boen ist month rst year Keto (1865). shizoku 
of Higashi Kanda Cho, Hon Cho Nagaoka. 
Koshi Gun, Niigata Ken. 

Ogiwara Hidejiro, Police Sergeant of the Depart- 
ment of State for Foreign Affairs, born 4th 
month 2nd yeac Keto (1866), hetmin of 
Komoro Cho, Kita-Saku Gun, Nagano Ken. 

Watanabe Takajiro, Police Constable of the De- 
partment of State for Foreign Affairs, born 
11th month 4th year Kaes (1851), hesmerne of 
Shoten Machi, Asakusa Ku ‘Tokyo Shi, 
Tokyo Fu. 

Nariai Kishiro, Police Constable of the Depart- 
ment of State for Foreign Affairs, bown 7th 
month rst year Genji (1864) shizohu of Hiki 
Mura, Hiki Gin Ragashinn Ken. 

Yokowo Yataro, Police Constable of the-Depart- 
ment of State for Foreign Affairs, born 5th 
month and year Kego (1866), shézokn of Ima- 
kago Cho, Nagasaki Shi, Nagasaki Ken. 

Oda Toshimitsu, Police Constable of the Depart- 
ment of State for Foreign Affairs, borw mith 
month «st year Bunkyu (1861), shizoku of 
Shiwoya Mura, Kagoshima, Kagoshima Ken. 

Kiwaki Sukenori, Police Constable of the Depart. 
ment of State for Foreign Affairs, born 3rd 
month sth year Meizi (1882), shézoku of 
Nishida Machi, Kagushima Shi, Kagoshima 


Ken. 


Katano Yeki-ki, shizoku, of Oye, Oye Mura,| Sakai Masutaro, Police Constable of Department 


‘Vakuma Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Kumabe Yonekichi, born the 3rd month the rst 
year of Afetfi (1868), agriculturist ; 2nd son of 
Kumabe Shojiro, keimin of Ohara, Ohara 
Mura, Tamana Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Yamada Ressei, born the 5th month the 2ud year 
Bunkyu (1862), journalist, place of residence, 
Kami-Negishi, Shitaya Ku, Tokyo Shi, Toe 
kyo Fu, hkeimtn, of Toyohaca, Higashi Mura, 
Kami-eHabu Gun, Chiba Ken. 

Kikuchi Kenjo, born roth month, 3rd year Meiji 
(1870), journalist, place of temporary resi- 
dence Sambancho, Kojimachi Ku, Tokyo Shi, 
Tokyo Fu, heimin of agai Mura, Kagami 
Cho, Yatsushiro Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Sasaki Tadasu, born and month, 6th year Meyi 
(1873), jaurnalist, shizohu of Udo, Udo Cho, 
Udo Gun, Kamamoto Ken, 

Takeda Monji, alias Takeda Noriyuki, born r1¢h 

_ Month, 3°d year Bunyku (1863). without oc- 
/ Cupation, kesmin of Kusano, Kusano Cho, 
Yamamoto Gun, Fukuoka Ken, 

Mayeda Shinzo, born rth month, 7th year Meift 
(1874), farmer, Aeimin of Minami Kaito, 
Kaito Mura, Masuki Gun, Kumamoto Ken 

lyeiri Kakichi, born 4th month, roth year Aleit 
(1877), without occupation, shizokn of Miyaji 
Mura, Aso Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Cabins Hidewo, born roth month 6th year 

ei7i (1873), journalist, shizoku of Choanji 
Machi, Kumamoto Shi, Kumamoto Ken. 

Matsumura ‘latsuki, alias Matsumura Tatsu- 
woki, born 12th month rst year Meigi (1868), 
teacher of the Kaido Primary School in 
Korea, shizoku of Uchimaki, Uchimaki Mura, 
Aso Gun, Kumamoto ken. 

Suzuki Junken, born gth month, rst year Meizi 
(1868), without occupation, hesmin of Waka- 
matsu cho, Sanchome, Shichijoenoborn, Hi- 
gashi [aratachi Baba, Shimogyoku, Kyoto 
Shi, Kyoto Fu. 

Kobayakawa, Hidewo, born 3rd month 3cd year 
Meiji (1870), journalist, shizeku of Kita- 
Tsubi cho, Kumamoto shi Kumamoto ken. 

Nakamura Tatawo, born 4th month, 3rd year 
Bunkyu (1863), fancy goods dealer, shizoku 
Hota-kubo, Hirohata Mura, Takuma Gun, 
Kumamoto ken. 


of State for Foreign Affairs, bor gth month 
rst year Metyi (1868), 151 son of Sakai Kan- 
saku, shizokw of Kamiyo Mura, Minami- 
takaki Gun, Nagasaki Ken, 

‘Shiraishi Yoshitaro, Police Constable of the De- 
partment of State for Foreign Affairs, born 
roth month, 4th year Meiji (1871), shizoku 
of Reisuidoti Cho, Kagoshima Shi, Kago- 
shima Ken. 

Terasaki Taikichi, altas Takahashi Genji, born 
toth month and year Buskyu (1862), diug- 
gis!, shizoku of Rokuchome, Aioi Cho, Yoko- 

- hama Shi, Kanagawa Ken. 

Asayama Kenzo, Seventh Class Order, Assistant 
Adviser to the Korean Government, born 4th 
month 2nd year Kaes (1849), shisoku of Kuda- 
michi Cho, Shimo-gata Gun, Nagasaki Ken. 

Adachi Kenzo, born roth month rst year, Geng 
1864), journalist, sktsoku of Shima-shiu, 

ikigo Mura, Akita Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Sase Kumatetsu, born 12th month rst year Keto 
(1865), physician, adopted heir apparent 
of Sase Enzo, sktsoku of Fukuhara, Kana- 
kami Mura, Kawanuma Gun, Fukushimaeken. 

Shibuya Katoji, born 3oth month 2nd year Anset 
(1855), Forest Guardian on the Hishoku list, 
Adviser to the Korean Department of Home 
Affairs, heimin of Oku-Kokan Mura, Akita 
Gun, Kumamoto Ken. 

Oura Shigehiko, born 6th month ist year Man- 
yen (1860), Translator of the Korean Goe 
vernment, shiosku of Miyatani Cho,’ Shimo- 
kata Cho, Nagasaki Ken. 

Hasumoto Yasumaru, botn 7th month 2nd yea 
Keto (1866), Translator of the Korean Go- 
vernment; elder brother of Hasumoto Ken- 
gaku, heimin of Namba, Ogo Mura, Higashi 
Asai Gun, Shiga Ken. 

Suzuki Shigemoto, Seventh Class Order, born 
2ud month 6th year Aaes (1853); laundry- 
man, shisoku of Kizuki,; Takashico Mura 
Naka-Kubiki Gun, Niigata Ken. 

Miyazumi Yaki, born 2nd month 6th year sfeifi 
(1873), journalist, 2nd son of Miyazumi Mori- 
wo, Shizoku af Obata Cho, Kumamoto Shi, 
Kumamoto Ken. 

Having, in compliance with the request of the 


Public Procurator, conducted preliminary exami: ' 


Namba Harukichi, born 4th month Ist year Genji] nations in the case of murder and sedition 
(1864), dealer in medicine and fancy goods;! brought against the sbove mentioned Oka- 


Google 


moto Ryunosuke and forty-seven others, and 
that of willful homicide brought against the afure- 
mentioned Hirayama Iwawo, we find as follows :— 

The accused, Miura Goro, assumed his official 
duties as His Imperial Majesty's Envoy Extra- 
dinary and Minister Plenipotentiary at Sdul on 
the rst of September, the 28th year of Afetf/s (1895). 
According to his observations, things in Korea 
were tending in a wrong direction, The Court 
was daily growing more and more arbitrary, and 
attempting wanton interference with the conduct of 
State affairs. Disorder and confusion were in this 
way intcoduced into the system of administration 
that had just been reorganized under the guidance 
and advice of the Imperial Government. The 
Court went so far iv turning its back upon Japan 
that a project was mooted for disbanding the 
Kunrentai tcoops, drilled by Japanese officers, and 
punishing their officers. Moreover, a report came 
to the knowledge of the said Miura that the Court 
had under contemplation a scheme for usurping 
all political power by degrading some and killing 
others of the Cabinet Ministers suspected of de- 
votion to the cause of progress aud independence. 
Under these circumstances, he was greatly pet- 
turbed, inasmuch as he thought that the attitude 
assumed by the Court not only showed remackable 
ingratitude towards this country, which had spent 
labour and money for the sake of Korea, but was 
also calculated to thwart the work of internal 
reform and jeopardize the independence of the 
Kingdom. ‘The policy pursued by the Court was 
consequently considered to be injurious to Korea, 
as well as prejudicial, in no small degree, to the in. 
lterests of this country. The accused felt it to be of 
urgent importance to apply an effective remedy to 
this state of affairs, so as on the one hand to secure 
the independence of the Korean Kingdom, and on 
the other, to maintain the prestige of this Empire 
inthatcountry. While thoughts like these agitated 
his mind, he was secretly approached by the 
Tai Wodnekun with a request for assistance, the 
Prince being indignant at the untoward turn that 
events were taking and having determined to 
undectake the reform of the Court and thus dis- 
charge his duty of advising the king. The accused 
then held at the Legation a conference with Sugi- 
mura Fukashi and Okamoto Ryunosuke, on the 
3rd of October last. “The decision acrived at on 
that occasion was that assistance should be revidec. 
ed to the Tai W6n-kun’s entry into the Palace by 
making use of the Kunvrentas who, being hated by 
the Court, felt themselves in danger, and of the 
young men who deeply lamented the course of 
events, and also by causing the Japanese tivops 
stationed in Sdul to offer their support to the 
enterprise. It was further resolved that this ope 
portunity should be availed of for taking the life of 
the Queen, who exercised overwhelming influence 
inthe Court. They at the same time thought it 
necessary to provide against the possible danger 
of the Tai Win-kun’s interfering with the conduct 
of State affairs in the futuce—an interference that 
might prove of a more evil character than that 
which it was now soughttooverturn, To thisend, 
a document containing pledges required of the 
Tai Wén-kun on four points was drawn by Sugi- 
mura Fukashi. The document was carried to 
the country residence of the Tai Wén-kun at 
Kong-tok-ri on the 15th of the month by Okamoto 
Ryunosuke, the fatter being on intimate terms 
with His Highness. After informing the Tai Wén- 
kun that the turn of events demanded His High- 
negs’s intervention once more, Okamoto pre- 
sented the document to the Prince, saying that 
it embodied what Minister Miura expected from 
him. The Tai Wénekun together with his son 
and grandson, gladly assented to the conditions 
proposed and also wrote a letter guaranteeing 
his good faith. Miu:a Goro and others decided 
to carry out the concerted plan by the middle of 
the month. Fearing lest Okamoto’s visit to Kong- 
tok-ri(the Tai Wén-kun’s residence) should excite 
suspicion and lead to the exposure of their plaw, 
it was given out thathe had proceeded thither 
simply for the purpose of taking leave of the 
Prince before departing for home, and to impact 
au appearance of probability to this report, tl was 
decided that Okamoto should leave Sdul for Nin- 
sen (Luchhén), and he took his departure from the 
capital on the 6th. On the following day, An 
Keiju, the Korean Minister of State for War, 
visited the Japanese Legation by order of the 
Court. Referring to the projected disbanding of 
the Kunventai troops, he asked the Japanese Mini- 
ster’s views on the subject. It was now evident 
that the moment had arrived, and that no more 
delay should be made. Miura Goro and Sugi- 
mura Fukashi consequently determined to carry 
out the plot on the night of that very day. Ona 
the one haud, a telegram was sent to Okamoto 
requesting him to come back to Sdul at once, and 
ou the other, they delivered to Hoviguchi Kuma. 
ichi a paper containing a detailed programme 
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concerning the entry of the Tai W6n-iun into the 
Palace, and caused him to meet Okamoto at 
Yong-san so that they might proceed to enter the 
Palace. Miura Govo further issuedsinstructions 


to Umayabara Muhon, commander of the Japan- 


ese Battalion in Sdul, ordering him to facilitate 
the Tai W6n-kun's entry into the Palace by direct- 
ing the disposition of the Kunventai troops, and 
by calling out the Imperial force for their support. 
Miura also summoned the accused Adachi Kenzo 
and Kunitomo Shigeakira, and requested them to 


collect their friends, meeting Okamoto at Yongsan, 


and actas the Tai W6n-kun’s bodyguard on the oc- 
casion of His Highness’s entrance into the Palace. 
Miura told them that on the success of the enter. 
prise depended the eradication of the evils that had 
done so much mischief to the kingdom for the past 
twenty years, and instigated them to despatch 
the Queen when they entered the Palace. Miura 
ordered the accused Ogiwara Hidejiro to proceed 
to Yongsan, at the head of the police force under 
him, aud after consultation with Okamoto, to 
take such steps as might be necessary to expedite 
the Tai Wénekun’s entry into the Palace. 


The accused, Sugimura Fukashi, summoned Su- 
zuki Shigemoto and Asayama Kenzo to the Lega- 
tion, and after acquainting them with the project- 
edenterprise, directed the former to send the ac- 
cused, Suzuki Junken, to Yongsan to act as inter. 
preter, and the latter to carry the news toa Korean 
named Li Shukwei, who was known to be a warm 
advocateof the Tai Wdnekun’s return to the Palace. 
Sugimura further drew up a manifesto, explain- 
ing the reasons of the Tai Wén-kun’s entry into 
the Palace, and charged Ogiwarca Hidejiro to de- 
liver it to Hotiguchi Kumaichi. 

The accused Horiguchi Kumaichi at once de- 
paited for Yongsan on horseback. Ogiwara 
Hidejiro issued orders to the policemen that were 
off duty to put on civilian dress, provide themselves 
with swords, and procéed to Yongsan. Ogiwara 
himself also went to the same place. 

Thither, also, repsired, by his order the accused 
Watanabe Takajiro, Natiai Kishiro, Oda Yoshi- 
mitsu, Kiwaki Sukunori, and Sakai Masataro. 

The accused Yokowo Yutaro joined the party at 
Yongsan. Asayama Kenzo saw Ii Shukwai, and 
informed him of the projected enterprise against 
the Palacethat night. Having ascertained that 
Li had then collected a few other Koreans and 
proceeded toward Konp-tékei, Asama at once left 
for Yongsan. Suzuki Shigemoto-went to Yongsan 
in company with Suzuki Junken. ‘The accused 
Adachi Kenzo and Kunitomo Shigeakira, at the 
instigation of Miura, decidedto murder the Queen, 
and took steps for collecting accomplices. The 
accused Hirayama Iwahiko, Sassa Masayuki, 
Matsumura Tatsuki, Sasaki Tadasu, Ushijima 
Hidewo, Kobayakawa Hidewo, Miyazumi Yuki, 
Sato Keita, Sawamuca Masao, Katano Takewo, 
Fuji Masashira, Hirata Shizen, Kikuchi Kenjo, 
Yoshida Tomokichi, Nakamura ‘Fakewo, Namba 
Havukichi, Terasaki Taikichi, Iyuiri Kakichi, 
Tanaka Kendo, Kumabe Yonekichi, Tsukinaci 
Taru, Yamada Ressei, Sase Kumatetsu, and 
Shibaya Kotoji responded to the call of Asashi 
Kenjo and Kunitomo Shigeakira, by Miura’s or- 
der, to act as bodyguard to the ‘T'ai Wén-kun on 
the occasion of his entry into the Palace. Hira- 
yama Iwahiko and more than ten others were 
dicected by Adachi Kenzo, Kunitomo Shigeaki, 
aud others to do away with the Queen, and they 
resolved to follow the advice. ‘The others, who 
were not admitted into this secret but who joined 
the forty from mere curiosity also carried weapons. 
With the exception of Kunitomo Shigeshirca, 
Tsukinori Toru, and two others, all the accused 
mentional above went to Yong-san in company 
with Adachi Kenzo, 

The accused Okamoto Ryunosuke, on receipt of 
a telegram saying that time was urgent, at once 
left Ninsen for Sdul. Being informed on his way 
at about midnight that Hoshiguchi Kennaichi was 
waiting for him at Mapho, he proceeded thither 
and metthe persons assembled there. There he 
received from Horiguchi Kumaichi a letter from 
Miura Goro, the draft manifesta already alluded to, 
and other documents. After he had consulted with 
two or three others about the method of effecting 
an entry into the Palace, the whole party started 
her Kongetok-ri, with Okamoto as their lea- 
der. Atabout 3 a.m. on the 8th, they left Kong- 
tok-ri escorting the Tai Won-kun’s palanquin, 
together with Li Shu-kwai and other Koreans, 
When on the point of departure, Okamoto as- 
semblied the whole party outside the front gate of 
the Prince’s residence declared that on entering 
the Palace the ‘‘fox” should be dealt with ac- 
cording as exigency might require,the obvious pur- 
port of this declaration being to instigate his fol- 
lowers to murder Her Majesty the Queen. As the 
result of this declaration, Sakai Masataro and a 
few others, who had not yet been initiated into the 
secret, resolved to act in accordance with the suge 
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gestion. Then, slowly proceeding toward Soul, the 


party met the Kusvrentas troops outsid 


e the West 


Gate of the capital where they waited sometime 


for the arrival of the Japanese troups. 


With the 


Kunyventai as vauguacd, the party then proceeded 


toward the Palace at a more capid rate. 


way, they were 
Tsukinati Tera, 
and Shibuya Katoji, The accused, 
Yasumaru and Oura Shipehiko, also 


On the 


joined by Kunitomo Shigeakira, 
Vamade Ressei, Sase Kumatetsu, 


Hasumote 
joined the 


party, having been requested by Umagabara 
Muhon to accompany as interpreters the Military 
officers cha: ged with the supervision of the Kun- 
ventai troops. About dawn, the whole party 
entered the Palace through the Kwang-hwa Gate, 
and at once proceeded to the inner chambers. 

Notwithstanding these facts there is no suffici- 
ent evidence to prove that any of the accused 
actually committed the crimes originally meditated 
by them. Neither is there sufficient evidence to 
establish the charge that Hirayama Iwahiko killed 
Li Koshoku, the Korean Minister of the House- 
hold, in front of the Kén-Chhéng Palace. 

As to the accused Shiba Shito, Osaki Masa- 


kichi, Yoshida Hanji, Mayeda Shunzo, 


Hirayama 


Katsukuma, and Hiraishi Yoshitaro, there is not 
sufficient evidence to show that they were in any 


way connected with the affair. 


For these reasons the accused, each and all, 
are hereby discharged in accordance with the 
Provisions of Article 165 of the Code of Cri- 


minal Procedure. The accused M 
Sugimura Fukashi, Okamoto Ryunosu 


inca Goto, 
ke, Adachi 


Kenzo, Kunitomo Shigeakiia, Terasaki Taikichi, 
Hicayama Iwahiko, Nakamura ‘Tatowo, Fuji 
Masaakica, lye-iri Kakichi, Kiwaki Sukenori, and 
Sokvi Masutaro are hereby released from confines 


ment, 


respective owners. 
Given at the Hiroshima Local Court 
Yosuipa Yosui! 
Judge of Preliminary 


The documents and other articles seized 
1b Connection with this case are restor 


ed to their 


by 
HIDE, 
Inquiry. 


Tamura YosHIHARU, 
Clerk of the Court. 


Dated 2oth day of the 1st month of the 2gth 


year of Meiji. 


This copy has been taken from the os 
Cleck of the Local Court of Hi 





iginal text, 
Oshima. 








SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET FOR 
THE 28TH FISCAL VEAR AS 
APPROVED BY 27HE DIET. 


ae a eee 


EXTRAORDINARY REVENUK. 





V.— Donation for establishing Osaka Yen. 
Technical School....... tetesesseee 28,900.000 
Vi.—Appropriation from the Pre- 
vious yeat’s ACCOUNL v.00 348,659.947 
POtal sesssvineasiclictactasncaeens 377559947 
Orpinary ExpenDirture. 
Foreign Department. 

II.—Consulates Abroad v....cescesceee 43,943-030 
1. Salaries and Allowances ......... 25,790.700 
2. Office Expenses..........ccsescsecee 6,639.000 
SZ ROPANG  ecisisscesccessesecedscotertss 1,596.000 
4. Court and Convicts’ Expenses... 144.500 
5- Control of Settlement in Korea, 4,600,080 
Q- Travelling Expenses..,............ 3,400,000 
1o. Miscellaneous Salaries and Ex- 

PENSES ,.cccccecnecscsccvencccccsecs 26,250 

IL. Telegrams .........cccccsscssesccecee 87.500 

18. Rent of Land and House......... 2,100,000 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 

I1I.—Pensions (to Military Officers) 69,892.365 

XV.—Various Repayments, &c...... »  78,015.000 
1. Vatious Repayments ,.......... :  73,987.000 
2. Deficits made good ........00000. 4,028,000 

XVIT.—Formosa Administration 

Boat) isi sewstinsessacaversicaws 8,614.249 
1. Salaries and Allowances.......... 2,174.997 
2. Office Expenses ....c.scccoccescescee 2,094-732 
Be RRODAICG: 5 5dccastuskeieuteiaseceaereves 300.000 
4. Travelling ......ccccccgsesccsscceeses 2,524.180 
5- Miscellaneous salaries and 
expetises COC eer roerrecennceeeceneees 1,524.340 
Total COKCOCCOH SCOKEREeeecereseoeeser 156,521.614 
DgPARTMENT oF Navy. 

I1.—Naval Expenses.......cccccccsceoeee 437,180.061 
1. Salaries and Allowances ......... 236,759.802 
2. Miscellaneous Allowances ,..... 5.856.000 
5+ Provisions ......csccccssscsscovesseee 58,499.786 
6. Clothing ...reescssseesseees 24344 6001 
7- Arms, Ammunition, and Torpedo 

Expenses COORD Oe Cer eerreseeceeeeeeneD 45,114.220 
8. Ship-building and Repairs...... 31,936.000 
1s. Office EXpenses...ssscccerscssceses 5,096.280 
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13. Articles of wecessily on board 

men-of-war ........ 
16. Aids to Survivors ..cccccccccesesees 175742.033 
20. Travelling Expenses .....c.0000. 1,861.920 


DE&PARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS. 


31.969.420 


Il.—Commutnication Expenses ...... 260,662.115 
6. Communication Business......... §9,106.519 
8. Various Repayments oeesecsssces 201,555-580 
Total of Ordinary Expenditure ... 898,306.820 


EXTRAORDINARY EXpenpviruRE. 
ForsiGN DEPARTMENT. 


P.—-Repairs ..sccssccecsssessesserssecseres 3,479-538 
I].—Extraordinary furnishing exe 
BEUSES cocscesescercsssesscerseeeeees 181,000,000 
Total......... sesdewnes scisistvata 184,4)0.698 
Home Department. 
IV.—Fu and Kew siscsccccccscccccecovcee 2.434.980 
VI.—Construction of Govecument ane 
OCO ss isda icskcssevevassecnaccecs 19,500 .000 


VIL.—Repairs and Construction...... 35,032.547 





Total .....ssccccsssrscscsescesseees 59 ,507-527 
DegPaRTMENT oF FINANCE. 
VI1.—Special Allowances..............  6,080.552 

VIII.—Expenses for dealing with the 
INDEMNIRY.....cceceeseesseeseesesees — 22,307.400 

1X.—Extraordinary Wat Fund An- 
diting Expenses ......cccccccecces 2,422.435 
t. Salaries and Allowances .,....... 2,100,000 
2. Office Expenses........ccccosecceees 87.035 

3. Miscellaneous Salaries and Ex- 
penses SOCK O LOHR H ORE HEeeeEeasese 235-400 
TL OUAN fctavicevecesees ccadsaaeeveras 30,810.387 

War Department. 

I1I.—Repairs and Construction ...... 39,928.675 


D&PARTMENT OF THE Navy. 
I11.—Repaits and Construction...... 5,668.010 
DepaRTMBNT oF EpuCATION. 








I.—Repairs and Construction......... 3:250,000 

IV.—Establishment of Osaka Tech- 
Mical SChOOl.....ccecceseseeeees 57,800,000 
1.—New Building ......cccccccccssssceees 29,000.000 
2. Purchase of Machinery, &c ... 28,800.000 
DOA. :ccessisascacececceiasontane 61,050.000 
DaerarTMeNnT OF AGRICULTURE AND CoMMERCE. 
V.—Repaits and Construction ...... 18,633,000 

Total of Extraordinary Expendi- 
LUTE seceeevecnseeesesseceeeseeeee 398,037,137 


Grand Total of Expenditures ...1,296,343.957 
SpgsciAL Account.—Munrt. 


1.—Receipts from Mint Work,......... 25,800,000 
IE.<-Mint Work Expenses ..........0. 14,589.980 
Toxyo ARSENAL. 

I,—Receipts from Tokyo Arsenal ... 670,949.000 


Il.—Work Expenses of Tokyo Arsenal, 
1. Miscellaneous Salaries and Ex- 
PENSES wisscrccscersesseseveeseseeces 316,320,000 
2. Purchase of raw materials ....... 354,9t7.000 


IMPERIAL UNIVERSITY. 


T.—New Construction .....ccccccscscesce 1,950.000 
First Hicuer Scoot. 
I.—Miscellaneous Receipts .,........4. 664,000 
2. Repairs .....ccccccccsccesccescecscces 664,000 


Toxyo TecunicaL ScHOooL. 


I.—Receipts from Work-shops ...... 4,886,245 
11.—Work-shops Expenses .......0000. 

1. Shop Expenses ....ccccscsscccececce 2,622.745 
2. Miscellaneous Salaries and Ex- 

penses ..... jacb@uaadasanenebveucdias 2,263.500 


State Raitways. 


I.—Receipts from-State Railways ...1,487,843 988 
I1.—Railway Expenses .......sss000008 © 950,172.162 

7. Various Repayments ,........... 319,045-075 
to, Undertakings Expenses ,......... 630,227.087 


EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 


VI.—Appropriation from the pres 
vious Fiscal YCAT .ccccvccvccccesoes 


ORDINARY EXpRnpDiITURE. 
DeraRTMENT OF Forgicn AFFAIRS. 


112,017.330 


V.—Department Proper ........000000.  13,500.000 
8. Telegrams os. cccscsssssserseseserses  13,500.000 
I1.—Consulates Abroad .......cc000888 53, 206:000 
1. Salaries and Allowances ,........ 15,655,000 
2. Office Expenses.......scccscsccceses  5)720.000 
3 Repairs .......... jeaveqescnscaseiates 1,630.000 
4. Court and Convicts’ Expenses. 200.000 

7. Salaries and Allowances to Fo- 
reigners already engaged...... 881.000 

8. Rent of Lands and Houses al- 
ready leased...c.ccccsescsccescecees 3,688,000 

10. Miscellaneous Salaries and Ex- 
PEUSCS cececccccscrccccccvccscccerece 2,184.000 
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Il. Telegrams eeoceseessesegoseceneagerees 21,467,000 
12. Reception Expenses .....scecceee -1y299-000 


18. Rent of Land and House ...... 


Total esececesenecseneee ess oeases 66,706.000 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS. 


I1.—Communication Expenses ......  45,311.330 
Total Ordinary Expenditure... 112,017:330 


ExTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 


V1.—Appropriation from the pre- 
vious Fiscal Year ......s000.000« 640,200,000 


ExTRAORDINARY EXPRNDITURE. 


IH.—Civil Works Aids Coc cerocevensccees 640,200,000 
5. Aids to Fukuoka Inundation 
Expenses ...ssscccssssseseceeeecsees 430,500,000 
6. Aids to Toyama Luundation Ex- 
penses see cee nevessnecseseseseseracee 203,700.000 


1. Outlay of 1,200 yen a year each for leasing 
five buildings to be applied for the use of five Con- 
sulates in China till they are constructed, by De- 
cember 31st of the 33rd year of Messi. 

2. Outlay of 1,200 yen a year each for leasing 
two buildings to be applied for the use of two 
Consulates in Korea till they are constructed, by 
December 31st of the 3rd year of Afesyi. 

3. To make a contract, in the 28th fiscal year, 
within the limit of 300,000 yen, appropriated from 


482.000 





the Railway Materials Purchase Fund, the pay- 


ment to be made in the agth fiscal year. 








SOUTH CHINA. 


—————_————___—- 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


Hongkong, January 25th. 


Last Monday night (20th) the new steamship 
On Sang, built at Middlesbrough for the Indo- 
China Company, made her debut in Hongkong 
by getting on a cock in the entrance to the har- 
Though just from Europe, she did not 
come in at the western entrance, having made the 
voyage by way of Java and Manila, which rae He 

ie 
captain has been in the East before and was well 


bour. 


her to the more intricate Lyeemoon Pass. 


acquainted with Hongkong. The rock on which 


the ship struck is generally known as the Dusmas/ 


Rock, a sailing ship of that name having touched 
it and foundered in a few minutes 16 years ago. 


*” Even now, sccaps of the old Dunmai are brought 
“to the surface from time to time—pigs of lead, 
drums of quicksilver, at:d copper bolts; but the 
currents which every tide brings around the rock 
It is a pinnacle 


are dangerous in the extreme: 


rock, with 16 fathoms close to it. Many ship- 


masters will not go through the Lyeemoon at 
night unless itis very clear indeed. ‘The On Sang 
is believed to be not very badly damaged; she 


was beached and pumped out, only the fore-hold 
having made water. 


local offices. 


There has been another political scare this week, 
as circumstantial as any of the previous ones. 
This time it is an alleged aunexation of Lappa by 
Lappa is an island close to Macao, 
forty miles or so West of Hongkong, and at pre- 


Germany. 


sent chiefly known as the point of vantage from 
which the Imperial Maritime Customs of China 


watch the traffic of Macao, as they watch Hong- 


kong traffic nominally from Kowloon but really 
from the heart of Hongkong itself, to detect any 


attempt at smuggling into China, and they cigor- 


ously cepress all illegal traffic even if the act of 
doing so is also injurious to legal trade: for it is 
a Chinese maxim that it is better 99 innocent 
persons should suffer for the sake of the law than 
that one guilty should escape. So from Lappa is 
practised that system of espionage which so often 
raises trouble. Lappa is also a big Chinese fish- 
ing slation, and there is a good deal of overland 
and revenue trade; but if lam not much mistaken, 
it is no more suitable than Macao for anything but 
junks or exceedingly shallow-draught steamers, 
At Macao, ocean steamers occasionally load opium 
for America and Australia, but they have to lie off 
almost out of sight of land, for there is not a six- 
fathom berth within nearly as many miles. What 
might be done by dredging and by banking the 
streams so as lo scoop out deeper channels, it is not 
easy to ascertain except by actual experiment ; 
the delta may be as manageable as that of the 
Mississippi at New Orleans, but the people are so 
different that it is not likely any such great altera- 
tion will ever be effected. At present the Customs 
officials have been surveying and may have some 
scheme in view, seeing that the Macao authorities 
have made no real move to check the silting of 
their once famous port. Rumour immediately 
took up the Customs surveys, disguised them as 
German, added a few details ‘to give verisimilis 
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The damage to the hull is 
covered by the insurance effected at home for the 
voyage out: the cargo (Java sugar) is insured in 








tude to an otherwise bald and unconvincing ware 
rative,” threw in a patty of German Marines and 
a warship, and called it an annexation. It is 
generally believed that Germany does look for 


some territorial concession as her reward for the 


services she rendered to China over the settlement 
with Japan, and it is easy on that belief to build 
up whole piles of ckateaux en Espagne. The 


inventive imagination at once sees that itis diffi- 


cult for Germany to choose any very desirable 
spot for annexation, and thecefore there was no 
hesitation in jumping to the conclusion that the 
German warships in these waters were engaged 
on voyages of discovery, exploring here, there, 
aud everywhere for a suitable place to start their 
Colony. 
these sucmises cannot be known yet. It may be that 
the recent rumours about Amoy, or rather Quemoy, 
had a substratum of fact, and it is not inconceiv- 
able that there may be something in this Lappa 


story; but it is more likely that there is nothing. 


Lappa is by so means suitable for a Colony or 


treaty port, and if the Germans are in want of a 
spot to establish themselves for the sake of profit- 


ing by the opening of the West River, they could 


arrangements. 


positions of the ‘ how not to do it.” 


During the past week we have had two more 
instances of Chinese supremacy over the British 
very long 
ago the Government built a row of houses for the 
use of a Chinese association called the Po Leung 
Kuk, or Women and Girls’ Protection Society. 
The plans were approved by the Society, and the 
expenses entirely defrayed out of the taxpayers’ 
pockets; the ground floors were to be let to shop- 
keepers and the reuts were to go into the Colonial 
Treasury, and the vest of the buildings (three- 
storey) to be devoted to the use of the Society 
But the Chinese demanded that 
the rents of the shops should also be handed over 
to them, aud when this was refused they declined 
to accept the free gift of the land and buildings, 
which therefore were thrown back on the Govern- 
ment’s hands and had to be disposed of at a loss 
No explanation has 
been vouchsafed, although Mr. Whitehead asked 
for it in the Council, and apparently nobody else 


authorities in this Not 


Colony. 


free of charge. 


rather than lie waste utterly. 


cares enough about it to back him up. Hong- 


kong citizens are wonderfully publicespirited if 
you only knew it, but they disguise it so clevecly 


that nobody can see it. So now the Goverument 
has meekly and submissively built for these recal- 
citrant Chinese another place, andthe Governor 
himself presided at the opening ceremony, having 
presumably been talked over by the Celestial 
magnates through their docile “ Protector,” the 
Hon. Colonial Secretary. That in itself is no- 
thing much, however, for if the fools who pay taxes 
have not sense enough to take an interest in the 
squandering of them, it is their own look-out and 
they deserve all they get, or rather all they lose. 
But it was made worse for the prestige of the 
British race by the fact that while His Excellency 
and his Honourcables were assisting at the Chinese 
function and gushing columns of platitudes, the 
Chinese were having a select show of their own 
elsewhere, installing the Joss of War in Hong. 
kong under the patronage of the Commander of 
the Chinese troops from Kowloon City, Europeans 
being tigidly excluded. The occasion was the 
opening of a Chinese ‘‘ Chamber of Commerce,” 
which, it is suggested, is as much political as com- 
mercial in intention. The leading Chinese—al- 
ways substantially the same gang in all movements 
—raised subscriptions and secured the cdopera- 
tion of the two or three comparatively enlightened 
meu who are most tu favour with the British. With 
this aid, the Goverment, ever complaisant when 
the lonp-robed gentry smile and fawn, gave a free 
grant of land, and promised support and favour. 
The building went up, and then the Chinese cast 
about for a way to rid themselves of the British 
taint attaching to it in consequence of the British 
assistance that had been gained fur it, and by 


How much truth lies at the bottom of 









easily find better places. Mirs Bay, just “ round 
the corner” from Hongkong, was talked about, 
especially when it was reported that the German 
flagship Kasser had gone on the rocks there, pre- 
sumably in surveying, as the ship would not be 
in there in the natural course of an ordinary 
voyage; but it was subsequently stated that the 
site of the accident was Amoy and not Mirs Bay. 
Now the Admical has transferied his flag to the 
Ivene aud left Hongkong suddenly—for Lappa of 
course, say know-alls—closely followed by the Rus- 
sian flagship, as if to shadow her. This is a great re- 
lief to the Hongkong military authorities, for the 
annual mobilisation had been just getting under 
way when these distinguished foreigners arrived 
and it had been thought better to suspend opera- 
tions until their departure, thereby dislocating the 
Not that they would interfere in 
the manceuvies of course, but they might beun- 
duly interested in watching oue celebrated ex- 















shifting and shuffling in the proverbial Chinese 
fashion, not only the Britishnd all foreigners but 
also the civilised section of Chinese were crowded 
out of the proceedings. ‘* General ” Chun—every 
Chinese military officer is a General—was invited 
to come from China, with a following of course, 
and preside over the ceremony ; the image of the 
God of War, Kwan Tai, was brought into the 
Colony and formally installed, and snug com. 
pradores or shroffs rigged themselves up in man- 
darin gear and paraded themselves as lords and 
masters of the Colony. No wonder the British 
flag gains so little respect in China! 


A few days ago a Chinaman of good standing 
happened to be inthe police court, listening lo a 
case, when an inspector of police (Inglish) had 
occasion to call him to order, perhaps for smoking 
in court or something of that sort. The China- 
man in the usual Chinese style replied with a foul 
word ; anybody who knows anything of the Chin. | 
ese knows the unrivalled foulness of their ordinary 
speech. The inspector understands Chinese, 
and at once put the man under arrest and 
hrought Lim before the magistrate, who sen- 
tenced him to a week in gaol for contempt. 
The Chinaman asked leave to appeal to 
Supreme Court, and was allowed, being released 
on bail meantime. And wow a petition is 
before the Governor asking him to mitigate the 
sentence. It is almost incredible—to those who 
do not know Hongkong—that this petition has 
been signed by the leading British residents, 
members of the Legislature, heads of the principal 
houses in the East; but I assure you that is the 
case. The Governor very properly refuses to 
meddle with the course of justice. The petition 
sets forth that the penalty would damage the poor 
man’s character—really! It reminds me of a 
famous libel action in Hongkong a few years ago, 
when a man who admitted on oath that he liad a 
wife and family in England and several wives and 
families in Hongkong got a large sum awarded 
by the jury as damages for defamation of character. 

A Commission has been appointed to investigate, 
in accordance with Mr. Chamberlain’s recent 
letter to Colonial Governments, the reasous 
why Bcitish commerce is gradually passing into 
the hands of other nations. I would like to bet 
ten dollars to one that they ceport that transit 
passes and the West River liave a good deal tc do 
with it. These are the pet grievances; people do 
not realise that the opening of forty rivers would 
not make British goods cheaper in Yunnan than 
Anterican, as long as the British merchant is at 
the mercy of the Shipowners’ Conference, and has 
to pay twice as much freight via Suez as via San 
Francisco; but the sapient authorities have select- 
ed this Commission from among the local re- 
presentatives of those very Conference ship- 
owners who are the head and front of the 
offending. If American cotton yarn pays only 
half as much freight to get to China as the 
English cotton has to pay, it is easy enough to 
see without a Commission of Inquiry that Ameri- 
can cotton will go on outselling British, slowly it 
may be, since a trade cannot be transplanted in a 
week or a year or five years, but the result is sure. 
And if the shipping companies form themselves 
into a “ring” to keep up freights, it will pay 
them so much the better for the time that the 
English cotton spinner manages to hold out, and 
after that the deluge. And if a Commission is 
appointed from among the Conference men, what 
will come of it? Will the Hon. J. J. Bell-Irving, 
as agent for the “ Glen” and Indo-China steamship 
lines, send in a recommendation that the Steam. 
ship Conference Le put down and the freights 
reduced? As Puck said, ‘* What fools these 
mortals be!” ; 

Mr. Byron Brenan, an able member of the 
Consular service, has been detailed for similar 
duty, to form himself into a commission of one 
member, to find out in China what this other 
Commission is to find out in Hongkong. Willhe 
report that British Consuls have made the name a 
by-word for indifference and failure to support nae 
tionals? The officials of South China have been 
proved over and over again to have grossly viola- 
ted the treaties: the Pekin authorities have 
admitted the truth of the complaint and have 
promised reparation, and all the promises go the 
saine way—imere “‘ paving-stones for the road to 
Hades.” {s it likely that Mc. Brenan, consciene 
tious and energetic as he is, will in his official 
report pass a vote of censure on his Minister in 
Pekin for allowing all these promises to lapse into 
oblivion ? 

There are men here in Hongkong who make a 
good living out of the up-country trade in the 
interior of China. Is it likely that they will state 
publicly for the benefit of their competitors how 
they manage it? Or is it likely that any but these 
can sayP No, the Commission farce is a very 
popular fad, and nothing else: the only way to 
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find out how the teade can be done is to go and 
do it, not to talk, talk, talk, for all eternity, The 
Japanese, I notice, are waking up commercially, 
now the war is completely off their minds, and they 
too are beginning torun to Commissions. Dow’t, 
There was a very good story told by Mr. Cham- 
berlain himself some years ago, though he seems 
to have forgotten it now. Trade was depressed, 
and a Commission was investigating as usual, and 
a prosperous merchant was asked to attend its 
meetings and to give his views. He refused to 
attend, but said, “‘I can give you my viewina 
dozen words: while you folks are gassing, I can 
go out and earn £100.” That is the secret—less 
talk and more work. 

















LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—__e—__——_— 
[Reurer “Speeciac” To “ Japan Maiv.”)] 


London, February 3. 
The Senate of the United States has adopted 
an unlimited Silver Coinage Bill which replaces 
the House of Representatives Bonds Bill. 


[“Seectac ” Terecram ro “ Japan Mat."’) 


Hakodate, February 5, 9 p.m. 
A fire broke out in Hakodate early this 
morning, and about 20 houses were destroyed. 
There have been unusually heavy falls of 
snow since the morning. 


Nagasaki, February 7. 
The remains of the Annie Main, recently 
wrecked on the Goto Islands, have been sold 
privately to Japanese for yes 5,850. 
There are at present nineteen men-of-war in 
this harbour. 


(Faom tum Japanese Papers.) 
Nagasaki, Feb. 4. 

It is stated that Mr: Omori, Governor of this 
Prefecture, has been informed by the Central 
Government of this appointment as Governor 
of Tokyo. 

Kyoto, Feb. 5. 

Count Matsukata conversed with Viscount 
Shinagawa for about four hours yesterday. A 
meeting will also take place to-day. The 
Viscount will leave for Tokyo to-morrow, but 
the date of the Count’s departure has not yet 
been fixed. 

H.1.H. Prince Komatsu returned from Osaka 
to-day. 

It is said that the conference between Count 
Matsukata and Viscount Shinagawa concluded 
with satisfactory results. The Viscount, who 
intends to leave here to-morrow for Tokyo, will 
call on Count Inouye at Okitsu on the way. 


Kobe, Feb. 5. 
Rear-Admiral Tsuboi, Captain Miura, and 
six other naval officers, arrived here from Naga- 
saki to-day, and Jeave for Tokyo to-morrow. 
Nagasaki, Feb. 5. 
The Vamato has gone to Sasebo. 


Nagasaki, February 6. 
The Commander-in-Chief of the Russian 
Squadron in the Pacific, has removed his flag 
from the Viadimir Monomach to the Pamtat 
Asova, and the Monomach has left for home. 


A U.S. man-of-war (Defrost?) has arrived here 
from Foochow, and a British ship (Spartan) 
from Shanghai. 

Shimonoseki, February 6. 

It is stated that all the Cabinet Ministers in 
Korea have sent a letter of thanks to Viscount 
Miura, ex-Japanese Minister in Korea, in con- 
nection with the late Séul disturbance. 

The following official telegram reached Tokyo on the sth inst. 

The insurgents have dispersed leaving their 
weapons behind. Many have disguised their 
appearance, wishing to appear as peaceful re- 
sidents. Japanese troops are staying at various 
points in the interior to inquire into the circum- 
stances of the affair, and many arrests are being 


made. 
Osaka, Feb. 6, 
The Directors of the Kyoyei Steamship Co. 
have decided to purchase six small steamers to 
be run on the Osaka-Shimonoseki line, and two 
steamers of over 1,000 tons each for the Hok- 
kaido service. 
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The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon-} abound. 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from § p.m.] and cannot participate in some of these encoun- 
to IT p.m. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 


every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 


SoLuTION oF Prosiem No. 214. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1—O to K Bsgq. I—R to 04 
2—Rto K6ch. 2a—K takes R 


—O to B 6, mate 
3-2 if 2—B takes R 
3—Q to B 8, mate 


ifa—K to B4 

3—Kt to R 6, mate 

1—P to B3 
2—O takes B 2—R takes B 
3—O to K 7, mate 

1—Rto KB7 
2—Q to O03 ch. 2—BtoQ4 
3—O takes B, mate 


1—R to R 5 
2—O to B6ch., 2—Btwo K3 
3—OQ takes B, mate. 


Correct answers from W.D.H., Shogi, J.D., 


Digamma, E.J.K., W.H.S., and Kr, 


Prosiem No. 216. 


By Josgr Pac cr. 
BLACK. 








WHITs, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


Toxto Cuess Cius. 


The tournament is over, and Mr. W. E. Walz is 
The score of the winners is as 


L.—Walz Tee T IEICE) 113 
PEt S068 sissescsxiridsvienvecinvenes, OE 
Ii1.—Dun Pee PREC SOCIOL SOTICCI SLES 8} 


Fourteen games were played, and Mr. Walz must 
be complimented on his fine score, 

The members of this Club entertained the 
President (Mr. Pownall) at dinner last evening. 
Eighteen members and visitors were present, and 
the toasts of the evening “the President ” and 
“the Tokyo Chess Club,” were drunk with great 
enthusiasm. In the absence of Mr. Dun (last 
year’s President) the chair was taken by Mr. W. 
B. Mason (founder and first President of the 
Club), who in a few very felicitous remarks pro- 
posed Mr. Pownall’s health. The President was 
equally happy in his reply. He evidently appre- 
ciated the penial friendly meeting and greeting of 
his fellow members, and concluded by proposing 
a long and prosperous career to the T.C.C. 

Speechies, sons, and recitations filled up the re- 
mainder of the evening: the company separated 
with unanimous regrets that theic staunch, loyal. 
President “had made his last move” on the mimic 
battle-field of the Tokyo Chess Club; and with 
heartily expressed wishes that the future moves he 
will make, in the battle of life, might carry him to 
victory in all his undertakings. 

Previous to dinner a pick-up match was played, 
Mr. Pownall and Mr. Griffin choosing sides from 
the players present. At foot we give the result. 
Altogether the evening was of the pleasantest, and 
will long be remembered by hosts and guest when 
the latter is far away. ; 


Pownall....ccccccess oT OMEN enna 
Wollheim ...secceeeee OT RR sicensvevesvieceea 2 
PACU ciccasnadacrsvincs: 21 UMEOM  dxecberensenend. 
Verbeek costcrsccaca OF WONG: sccscveseren res | 
Owen.....005- pncacine OL EIDE \acteveesetsabievsne’ 9 
Madeley srccovsssees Ol Pratsiet iccosesesesese I 
DAVIGSON . corasscecre’ S| BORIGMIM: crccevseseee o 


3 4 
Mr. Griffin’s team winning by the odd game. 
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HonGkona. 
Chess seems to be flourishing in the Crown 


(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuase Eviton,) Colony at last, after many years of neglect. 


Club matches and contests for the Championship 
What a pity thal we are so far away 


ters. Weclip the following from an exchange :— 

“The chess match between Lieutenant-Colonel 
The O’Gorman and Mr. M. J. Danenberg for the 
Pollock Championship Challenge Cup of Hong- 
kong has resulted in a win for Colonel O’Gorman, 
who has now won four successive matches. His 
title to the championship is again challenged, and 
it is probable that another member of the Club 
Lusitano will be his opponent.” 


St. PgarersBuReG. 


Our intelligence is delayed, yet we hope to see 
the Pers in port before going to press, in which 
case we hope to add some results and if possible 
publish a game or two. In the meantime we 
reprint from the Weekly Zimes four short and 
brilliant parties. 


Game No. 436. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
be) . es. 
1—P tok 4 i—PtoK4 
2—Kt to K B3 2—P to Q3 
3—P 0 O04 3—Bto Kt 5 
4—P takes P 4—B takes Kt 
5—O takes B 5—P takes P 
6—BtoOB4 6—Kt to K B3 
I—OD toO Kt3 7—OtoK2 
8—Kt to B3 8—P to B 3 
9o—Bto K Kt5 o—P to O Kt 4 


10—Kt takes P 


11—B takes Kt P ch. 


10—P takes Kt 
11—Kt to O 2 


12—Castles 12—R to O sq. 
13—R takes Kt 13—R takes R 
14—R to O sq. 14—O to K3 

15—B takes Rh. 15—Kt takes B 


16—O to Kt 8 ch. 


17—K to O 8 mate. 
Game No. 437. 
WHITE. BLACK, 
Tschigorin. Winawer. 
1—P to K4 I—PtoK 4 
2—PtoK B4 2—P takes P 
3—Ktto K B3 3—P to K Kt4 
4—B to B4 4—PwKt5 
5s—KitoK 5 5—O to R5ch. 
6—K to B sq. 6—P to B 6 
7-PwQO4 7—Ki to K B3 
8—Kt to B3 8—P takes P ch. 
g— K takes P 9—O to R6ch, 
1o—K to Kt sq, 1o—P to 04 
11—B takes P 11—Kt takes B 
12—K takes Kt 12—B to 03 
13—O to K sq. 13—Kt toO 2 
14—Kt takes Kt 14—B takes Kt 
15—PtwK5 15—Castles 
16—P takes B 16—O R to K sq. 
17—OQtwo RS 17—Resigus. 
Game No. 438. 
WHITE. BLACK. 
Mason. Tschigorin. 
1—P oes i—Pw O04 
2—BtoB4 2—PtcoQOQ B4 
3—B takes Kt 3--R lakes B 
4—P takes P 4—O toR4 ch, 
5—Ki to B3 5—Pto K3 
6—P to K4 6—B takes P 
7—P takes P 7—Ktto B3 
8—B to K § ch, 8—K to K2 
g—Kt to B3 g—Kt takes P 
10—O to O02 10—Kt takes Kt 
11—QO to Kt § ch. 11—P to B 3 
12—O takes B ch. 12—K to B2 
13—B to K 8 ch. 13——Resigus. 
Game No. 4309. 
WHITE. BLACK 
Lipschutz, Showalter 
I—PtoK 4 1—P to K4 
2—Ktito K B3 2a—Kt io K B3 
3—P to Q 4 3—P takes P 
4—PtoK § 4—Kt to K » 
5—OQto K2 5—B to Kt § ch. 
6—K to QO sq. 6—PtoO4 
7—P takes P e.p. 7—PtoK B4 
8—Kito K Kt 5 8—Castles 
g—Kt takes Kt g—P takes Kt 
1o—O to B4ch. 10—K to R sq. 
11—O to B 11—Bto Kt 5 ch. 
12—B to K 2 12—B takes B ch. 
13—K takes B 13—Kt to B3 
14—Q to K sq. 14—Q takes P 
15—K to O sq. 15—O R to K sq. 
16—P to O Kt 3 16—P to K6 
17—B to R3 17—O to BS 
18—B takes R 18—P to K 7 ch. 
19—Q takes P 19—R takes O 


16—Kt takes O 
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20—K takes R 20—P to K 6 ch. 
21—K takes P 21—Q to OS ch. 
Black wins by Q takes R, &c. 


YoxouaMa Cuess Crus. 

The finals in the Championship contest are to 
be played-off this month between Griffin and 
Tennant. The latter is the favourite, Giiffin not 
having recovered his form and strength since his 
severe illaess last December. It is expected that 
the winner will at once challenge the Tokyo 
Champion ; so that we may at least see some suit 
of a fight between the two Clubs, even if a general 
engagement of the two armies cannot be witnessed. 





In the writings of the Comte de Laugeron, 
Prince Dadian of Mingrelia has come across the 
following anecdote :—" At the siege of Atchakoff 
Souvaroff led four battalions of Grenadiers to the 
assault. ‘They were cepulsed, Souvaroff receiving 
asevere wound iv the ueck. He was carried to 
his tent, and the rumour spread that he was ou 
the point of death. Marco, the French surgeon, 
hurried to see the wounded man, who was found 
bathed in blood, and playing chess with his aide- 
de-camp. Marco begged for leave to examine 
the wound. Souvaroff made no reply, but mutter- 
ing :—* Turenne, Turenne,’ continued bis game. 
At length, in despair, Marco said :—‘ General, 
when Turenne was wounded he allowed himself 
to be attended to!’ Souvaroff looked hard at the 
surgeon, and thew, without saying a word, flung 
himself on his bed, and had his wound dressed.” 


St. PetersBurG Contest. 


Game No. 440. 
PETROFF’S DEFENCE. 


WHITE. BLACK. 

Mr. Lasker. Mr, Pillsbury. 
i—PinKk4 I—Pio K4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—K Kt to B3 
3—Kt takes P 3—P to 03 
4—K Kt to B3 4—Kt takes P 
5—PtoO 4 5—P to g 4 
— to O 3 6—B to K2 
7—Castles 7—QO Ki to B 
8—R to K sq. rR toK Kis 
g—P to B 3 g—Pto B4 

to—Q to Ki 3 10—Casitles 
t1r—Bto K By 11—B takes Kt 
12—P takes B 12—Ki to Kt4 
13—K to Kt 2 13-0 lo 9? 

14—Q to B2 14—Kt to K 3 
15—B to B sq. 15—B to 0 3 
16—Kt to & 2 16—QO R to K sq. 
17—K1 to B sq. 17—Kt (K 3) takes P 
18—Q to O sq. 18—R takes R 
19—Q takes 19—Kt takes P 
20— K takes Kt 20—P10 BS 

21—O to 2 sq. 21—Kt to K 4ch. 
22—IKXK to K2 22—O to Kt 5 ch. 
23—K to O 2 23—O takes O ch, 
24—K takes O 24—Kt takes 
25—K to K2 25—Kt to K4 
26—P to B3 26—R to K sq. 
27—P to Ki 3 27—Kt to Kt 5 ch, 
28—K to 2 2 28—Kt to K6 
29—B to Ki 2 29--Kt to Kt 7 
30—P to KR3 30—B to Bg 
31—Kito R# 31—B to B 7 
32—P to B4 32—P takes P 
33—P takes P 33—-PtoK Rg 


34—Resigus. 


Game No. 441. 
Q. P. OPENING. 


WHITE. BILACK. 

Mr, Steinitz. Mr. Tschigorin. 
1—P to 4 1—P to 4 
2—K Kite B3 2—K Kiw B3 
3—Pto Bg 3—P to K3 
4—Kiteo B3 4—B to K2 
5—Bt0 B4 5—P to B3 
6—P to K3 6—Q Kt to Q2 
7J—PwKRZ 7—UCasiles 
8—Bw QO3 8—P takes P 
9—B takes B P g—Krio O4 

10—Bwo R 2 10-0 w R4 
11—R w Q Bag, 11—Kt (Q 2) to Kt3 
12—B to Kt 3 12—Bto Kt 5 
13—0 to B2 13—Kt takes Kt 
14—P takes Kt 14—BtoR6 
15—R to O sq. 15—KttoQ4 
16—R tw O3 16—P to K 4 
17—Pto K4 17—Kt takes P 
18—Castles 18—P takes P 
19—R takes P 19—Kt to Kt 4 
20—Rtwo Rg 20—QO to Kt 3 
21—-Kt to Kt 5, 1G B4 
rol ook 22—PtoK R3 
23—Kt to B3 23-—QO to K 2 
24—Pto Kk 5 24—Pto ORG 
25—R tea R4 25—B 9 Ki 5 
26—Q to B2 26—K to R sq. 
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27—BtoK B4 27—Pto K Bg 
28— P takes P e.p, ‘ 28—R takes P 
29—B to Kt § 29—Bto KB 4 
-30—Q to B sq. 30—O R to K B sq, 
31—P to R4 31—Ki to B6 
32—K to R sq. 32—B to O6 
33—R to K sq. 33—Kt to K 7 

34—O Ww O sq. 34—B takes R 
35—O takes O B 35—R takes Kt 
36—P takes 36—Otakes B 
37—Rto K Ktq 37—Kt to B8 
38—O to K4 38—O to K B4 


39—Resigns 





MAIL STEAMERS. 





——— <> —_—__—_ 
THE NRXT MAIL (8S Dire 
From America ..... we perO.&O.Co, Saturday, Feb. 8th * 
From Americ@ ....... per P.M. Co. Saturday, Feb. Sth.t 
From Hongkong ...... perO.& O. Co. Sunday, Feb. gth.t 
from America ......... per. & O. Co. Sunday, Feb. 16th.§ 


Sunday, Feb. gth.i 


Tuesday, Feb. rtth.9 
Monday, Feb. 17th 


Wed'day, Feb. r9th 
Thursday, Feb, agth. 


From Hongkong ..... 
From Europe, via 
Hongkong ........0.08 
From Canada, &c..,,... 
From Europe, vii 
Hongkong ......ceees 
From Hongkong ..... 


. per P.& O. Co. 


per M. M. Ca. 
per ©. P. RK. Co, 


per N. 1D. Lloyd 
perc. P. R, Co, 


* Afridi left San Francisco on January arth. | Peru left San 
Francisco on January 18th. ¢ Belgic left llongkong on February 
and. + Coptic left San Francisco via Honolulu ow January a8th. 
| Verona left Nagasaki on Febroary 6th. | Melbourne (with 
French mail) left Shanghai on February 6th. ** Empress of 
Japan left Vancouver on February jth. 


THA NKXKXT MAIL tBaveas 


For Victoria, B.C...,... per O.R.& N. Co. Saturday, Feb, 8. 
For Kurope, vi A Shang- 

NAGil). cocapuconcdabasiasaavies per MLM. Co. Sanda«\, Feb. oth. 
For America ............ per (i, & Ca Tuesday, Feb, rth. 
For Hongkong ......... per PL & OL Co Saturday, Feb, rgth. 
For Hongkong ......... per G PR. Ca, Monday, Feb rgth. 
For America ........000 per P. NM. Co. Tuesday, Feb. 18). 
for Europe, vik Hong- 

WOE: ccc vicccescsscaeseoas per N.D. Tloyd Fridav, Feb. erst. 
For Victoria, B.C......, per N. P. Co Saturday, Feb. eand. 
For Canada, &c. ..... perc. P,R. Co. Friday, Feb, 98:1. 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
—- ——-—- - 
ARRIVALS. 

City of Feking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, 1st February,—Hongkony vid ports, 25th 
January, Mails and General.—P. M.S.S, Co. 

Myrmidon, British steamer, 1,815, Brown, 2nd 
February,—Kobe 31st January, General.—But- 
terfield & Swire. 

Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,219, Geise, 
2nd Februaty,—Hachinohe, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Ekstrand, 
2nd February,--Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Yetjo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
2nd Feb:uaty,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yu. 
sen Kaisha. 

Mikawa Maru, Japavese steamer, 1,202, N. Ono, 
ard February,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, An- 
deison, 3:d February,—Kobe 31st January, 
General.—Nippou Yusen Kaisha, 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, I. Crawford, 3rd 
February,—Hongkong vid ports, 24th January, 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 4th 
February,—Nagasaki, Coal.—Mitsu Bishi Sha, 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, Matsumoto, 
4th February,—Kobe 2nd February, General.— 
Nippow Yusen Kaisha. 

Toyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,548, Edwards, 
4th February,—-Nagasaki 31st January, Coal.— 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Lucile, American ship, 1,329, Ballard, 4th Febru- 
ary,—New York, 180 days out, 52,099 cases 
Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, J. B. 
McMillan, 5th Febrary,—Kobe 3rd February, 
General,—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 704, Yoshizawa, 
5th February,—Yokkaichi 4th February, Gene- 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tokio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, R. Tipple, 
7th February,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Asloun, British steamer, 1,620, Murray, 8th Feb- 
cuaty,—Hovgkong, vid Kobe 6th February, 
General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Bellona, German steamer, 2,663, Von Binzer, 8th 
February,—-Hongkgog 1st February, General. 
Simeon, Evers & Co. 

Glenfruin, British steamer, 1,918, Darke, 8th 
February,—Kobe 6th February, General.— 
Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Harima Maru, Japanese steamer, 436, Kataoka, 
8th February,—Kobe 6th February, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 


Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 
8th February,—Hakodate 5th February, Gene- 
ral_—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 856, K. Kori, 
ist February,—Hakodate, General.—Nippou 
Yusen’ Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 2nd 
Fobruace.--Naausnki Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi 
Sha. 

Fushiki Marn, Japanese steamer, 1,219, Geise, 
3rd February,—Yokkaichi, Gene:al.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 
3rd February,—Hakodate, General.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaislia. 

Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
derson, 4th February,—Nagasaki. 

Pique (8), British cruiser, Captain H. C. Bigge, 
4th February,—Nagasaki. 

City of Peking, Amevican steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, 4th Februacy,—San Francisco, Mails and 
General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Kobe Nght ome steamer, 1,358, E. W. Has- 
well, 4th February,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, R. Crawford, 4th 
Febsuary,— Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, B.C., 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, N. Quo, 
4th February,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Yeijo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
4th Febtuacy,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

fiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, Matsumoto, 
5th February,— Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Ekstrand, 
5th February,— Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Bering, Russian bark, 377, Ringvall, 5th February, 
—San Francisco, General.—Walsh, Hall & Co. 

Arroyo, British steamer, 1,970, R. Samuels, 6th 
February,—Moji, Geveral.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Humber, British steamer, 1,365, H.C. Barchau, 
6th February,—Moji, Ballast.—Jardine, Mathe- 
son & Co. 

Omi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,525, 6th February, 
— Yokosuka, Ballast.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 704, Yoshizawa, 
6th February,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon 

Yusen Kaisha. 

Benalder, British steamer, 1,294, Thompson, 7th 
February,—Hongkong vid Kobe, General.— 
Cornes & Co. . 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, Mclvor, 7th 
February,—Luachiu Island, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, J. B. 
MacMillan, 7th Februatry,—Otaru vid ports, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Myrmidon, British steamer, 1,815, Brown, 8th 
Febiuary,—Hongkong vid Kobe, General.— 
Butterfield & Swire. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Ametican steamer City of Peking, from 
Hongkong vid ports >—Admiral Makaroff, Captain 
Azededo Continbo, Lieutenant Mendes Almeida, 
Mr. P. B. McLeod, and Mr. E. Sharp in cabin; 
one European and 50 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Zacoma, from Hongkong 
vid ports ——Messis. G. B. Dodwell, G. H. Carlill, 
and J. A. Correa in cabin; 29 passengets in 
steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, from Shang- 
hai wA ports :—Mrs. Horwtz aud son, Mis. G. 
Perse, Admiral Baron Tsuboi, Mrs. Soki, Captain 
Miura, Commander Nakamuna, Lieut, Fujito, 
Lieut. Tida, Lieut. Y. Sone, Lieut. Nishigaki, 
Lieut, Yamanaka, Paymaster Lieut. Dakazuni, 
Paymaster Shisa, Messis. W. Melchers, H. D. B. 
Brindley, Lodian, and Soki in cabin; Messis, Y. 
Matsumoto, K. Kuwano, S. Timura, and J. Ed- 
ward in second class, and 37 passengers in steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per American steamer City of Peking, for San 
Francisco :—Mr. T. Aoki, Mr. Z. Quo, Mr. K. 
Oishi, Mr. H. F. Laverage, Mr. J. F. Bullman, 
Admiral Makaroff, Lieut. Mendes Almeida, Mr. 
E. Sharp, Captain Azededo Continbo, and Mr, P. 
B. McLeod in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports :—Mes. Oertzen, Mr, and Mrs. Gothberg, 
Messrs. L. ]. Healing, F, Truscott, and N. Adachi 
in cabin; Miss Miwa, Messrs: Nishigori, Oun 
Kwong, and J. Flent in second class, and 52 pas» 
sengers in steerage, 
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CARGOES. 


Per American steamer Céty of Peking, for San 
Francisco :— 


TMA. 
SAN NEw 6T. MONO- OTNSR 
maniac, YORKECRICAGO. LOUIS. LULU.CITISS.TUTAL, 
Yokohama. 833 _ _-_ —- =—- = 833 
Hongkong. 238 -~ _ - - — 3238 
ED a Cri Gia Ghd aeeces= GEE 
Total... 8,078 -_ - - _ — 1,071 
SILK. 
aan “Bw 
ee ANMNIBLO. VK, MARTPORD, turvar, 
Hongkong ......... = 84 - 84 
Vokohama ......... - (73 - 173 
ed cE =a TD 
Votal —_ 257 - 387 


Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports :— Treasure, $1,000.00. 

Pec British steamer Zacoma, for Tacoma, 
Wash., vid Victoria, B.C. :— 


TEA. 


CHIEGAGO NEW YORK PACIFIC 
CAWADA. AND WEST. AND BAST. CAOST. TOTAL, 
Hyogo... .c.e0 _ 1,797 - _ 1,797 
Yokohama ... —_ $03 ~ ad 503 
Hongkong...... _ - 7 28 35 
Amoy .....000 = 494 6,806 — 7,300 
Total ...... _- 2,794 6,813 28 3 3=—s_-«9, 635 
SILK, 
WEwW YORK. SAN FRANCISCO. TOTAL. 
Hongkong ......00. St STIS 31 


Total jcsisiscsevese.- 38 
RATES. 
Tea ...c.cce sesceeserssssesseveee COME Gold per Ib. gross. 
Silke... ..cccessceesecsesseeseeeee 3 Cents Gold per Ib. gross. 
Measurement.................. $11 Gold per ton. 
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REPORIS. 


The American steamer City of Peking, Captain 
Smith, reports :-—Left Hongkong the 25th January 
at 12.56 p.in. Arrived at Nagasaki the 2gth at 
6,41 a.m. and left at 9.4¢ p.m. Arrived at Kobe 
the 31st at 4.05 a.m. and left at 2.25 p.m. Arcived 
at Vokohama the rst February at 2.10 p.m. 

The Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, Captain R. 
Tipple, reports :—Left Kobe the 6th February at 
noon, and arrived at Yokohama the 7th February 
at 5.30 p-m.; had fresh northerly gale and fine 
weather. 








LATBS@t COMMERCIAL. 
special emcalanieieeed 
IMPORTS. 


Everything very dull. Grey Yarns and Shirt- 
ings stagnant. Some enquiry for Black Velvets : 
all else in the doldrums. 

COTTON PIECK GOObS. 


Per viecs. 


Luey Shictings—84t, shh yds. s9inches $2.30 to 2.90 
a Shistings—-oth, 38h yds. asinches 2.75 to 3.30 
I. Cloth--7hh, 24 si g2inches...... 1.70 to 2.00 
_tudigo Shirtings—12 yards, qginches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assoarted, 24 yards, yo inches,, 200 to 3.7§ 
Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Black, PER YARD. 
SP ENCES... cc ccecerccesesseesevseecersee 0.86 (00.22 
POR PIBCR, 
Velvets—Hlack, 35 yards, 22inches ... 8.00 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 4a-ginches,. 0.75 to 0.90 
TurkeyReds—2.0to 2.4tb, 24/25 yards, 
30 inches .... . t,60 to 4.75 


Turkey Reds—2z.8 to 3th, 24/45 yards, 

30 inches OOS COO SOF SEK SOS SEH SEE EES SES eee Ee 

Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 Yards, 

32 inches ORR OEE HSE SER Cee CO AES COS BAe BES eee 

Vurkey Reds—4.8 to 53s, 24/25 yards, 

33 inches POC eee COR See eee tee O88 eses eeer eee 
WOOLELMNS. 


1.85 tu 2,80 
2.38 to 2.65 
2g90to 3.30 


vEH YAKO, 


Hla aMel..... cee recceccse cee ceecesseseessscesess, $0030 tu 0.478 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches hest 0.95 to 0.48 
ttalian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches 

Ma dimen ooc.ce ccccecee cee cess sseceeeee 29 30 t0 0.324 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 

COmMon oocicccccceseeseecsecesceeececes O.8§ (0 0,29 
Mousseline de Uaine( rane, 24 yards, 

GU COB... ee ee ee cee eee eee vereseeee O.9§ 1 U.32 
Cloths—Pilots, 5) @ sSinches ......... 0.35 (00.50 
Clothe—Prenidents, 54 @ s6inches ... 0.60 to 0.65 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ §6 inches ......... 0.40 to 0.70 
Vanketa—Scarlet and Green, 3 to 5th, 

BOE Mr oo. es cere cee tes ces ere ceecee 0.60 ee 0.978 

COTTON YARIS, PBR Pictit. 
Nue, 16/24, Singles ......... sss 8 38-00 0 40.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles .............0:060 42:00 t0 43.50 
Nos. 38/42, Singles .............. ccecee Q§.§0 tO 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles ................0.00802 45-00 tO 46.50 
Nos. 42, Doubles ..........0...s0 ee 5.00 £0 §3.00 
Nos, 2/60, Pla... cesses ccscsesseseeee 20000 74.00 
NOG: S160, PO. secacedenacececsissi8 84.00 to 86.00 
Nos. 2/100, Plain ....c....scesseessese--+ 105.00 to 108.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gasaed .......0066. secsseseses 979000 tO 82.00 
Nos. 2/80, Gassed ....0..s0 000 sesseseeees 95.00 tO 99.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed ..........0.s0-00.4. 830,00 £0 125.00 

MICTALS. 

Unchanged. Small trade at last quotations. 
pak PICUL. 
Plat Bacm, & Gercde rc. cc. cccccsccecesceecsc cesses $3.20 (0 $.25 
Flat Barn, & imcby... ic. ce cee cee cee cee cee §.2§ to 3.30 
Round and square wp to Qinch ......0. 3.20 to 3.30 
fron Plates, as80rted .......0....seessssreees §-§O CO 9.65 
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Sheet From ciscccssescccsecerccesescessesessers 4.§0 CO 4.50 
Galvanized Iron heals u...csenrerees B00 (09.50 
Wire Nails, aseucted nu... .cccceeeee, § §.40 C0 §.80 
Tin Plates, per DO w.csssecccecssesseseens §.60 £0 §-90 
Pig bron, NO. § sessscssscsssueses 6.60 to 1.65 


KEROSIENE. 
Another veseel in with Oil from New York, and 
holders are beginning to weaken abit. Buyers, 
however, are coy; hoping for further concessions. 
AMELICRN 00. 000.0 ces cresee cee see ces cesses NOM. $2.40 00 2.45 
RUSSIA... 00. vce ses see ceecee cesses seseness- OM. 2.40 
Langkat... 200 CUS Geg OOF eh eee Bee cee see Bee ». Wom, 2.20 to 2.30 


SUGAR. 

Brown=—Sales and arrivals about balance, but 
there is unsold stock of 40,000 piculs, with a slug- 
gish demand. Consequently, prices are easy with 
a downward tendency, WhiteVery quiet, but 
holders fairly firm. 

PER PICUL, 

Brown Lake ad ...scccessesceecsese ce coe cee ees — 

Brown Manila ......ccccsesesssecssceesersesere $4.80 tO 5.00 

Brown Daitong (New) ...ccssrseoesseere 3470 CO 3.75 


Brown Canton .......c cee vecseevee ser eeee 3.95 to 4.60 
White Java and Penang on... 6.70 to 6.80 
White Refined ... 11.2.0 ce cee cee ones 6.50to 9.50 
EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


Very quiet; buyers looking for further conces- 
sions in price, which holders are reluctant to grant. 
They will probably have to come in ere long. 

QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 


Filatures—([lxtra g/18, to/12 den, ......... $840 to 850 
Filatures—Uxtra 63/15, 14/16 dlen...Nom. _ 

Filatures—-No. 8, 10/03 Meniern... secccccee ses 800 to 810 
Filatures—No. 9, 13/95, 14/16 dens... ns 790 to 800 
Filatures—=No. 14, 10/14 deniers ............ 760 to 770 
Filatures—No. 04, 63/16, 14/07 don. 740 to 750 
Filatures—No,. 2, 10/15 deniers... ...,,..00008 740 tO 750 
Filatures—-No. 2, 14/18 deniers........0... 720 tO 730 
Re-reels—No. 6, 63/15, 04/16 den....Nom. —_ 

Re-reelsa—No. 04, 69/16, 14/07 deniers...... 740 to 750 
Re-reels—-No. 2, 194/18 Meniers ..........00688 720 tO 730 
Re-reels—No, 24, 14/18 deniers ...... ..... 700 @ 710 
Re-reelsa—-No. 3, 14/20 demiers...... 6. veer fee to 690 
Kakedas—Extra ......0.. —_ 


wen be cce ses och om. ~ 
Kaleedas——No. 8 oc ccsssscseseeseessscescesseeves 795 0 730 
Kaakedas—-No. 84 sce cccssecessencsncesceecsecse cee 700 LO 705 
Kaaleedas——No0. 2 oss cesccccsssencsc cee ves cen cee ene 
K awed aso, 2 rcrcceccscseceesenseeees 
WASTE SILK. 
Smalt business and quotations weak. 
QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 
NoshimFilature, Bast ...... ccs ccc seven coe ee GENS 
NoshimFilature, Good ......ccc cee ces cee ces ene SOS 
Noshi—Oshu, D3eBl ce cee eee eee ces ede cer sec aseese ans 
Noshi—Oshu, Good sissccceccerssessesasece coe OO 
Noshi—Oshu, Medisin .......s0sccccscossseeee 100 
Noshi—Shinshi, Best ....cc.ce ss. cee can seeees 
NoshimShinshis, Good wecccceceeereceeseeree 65 
Noshi—Bush, Best ......ccvecscceesssseeeees 220 
NoshimBishrit, GOOd cc. cesececes vee ceecoecee C10 10 055 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... .......sscssessessee 100 €0 105 
Noshi—Joshu, Good .......00.00ceeeee 60 to 65, 
NoshimJoshir, Fair 0c... ccc cee cescer serene ens to 594 
KibisomFilature, Beat ......cccceccssseseeee 95 tO 100 
KibisomFilature, Seconds .......0. see ceeeee to go 


TEA. 
Nothing doing, season closed. No speculations 
as to new leaf yet; the cold winter seems to pre- 
dict a late crop. 


to 120 
to 830 
to 120. 
to tts 
to 105 
to 70 
to 125 


PBR PICUL, 
sesseeese $30 tO $32 
28 to 29 
26 to 37 


Choicest Oee 208 COO OR On ter see ase ree ces seners 
Choice PTV RTIOTICOVIOCI Cee ieee Bd 
FImeSE 22. 000 cee ces cee snr vor senses sen coe sne cen eaa ce: cee 


WING sik ci iemtiangminan Hunn (26.10 OF 
Good Medium .......scsecccesssscscescaresseereee 22 £0 23 
Medium ...ccrcossssccscssene eoceccceccceersceceseee 20 tO at 
Good Common ......scessscsscsesseccseeecsseveees 18 0 19 
Common 00° COS COO Coe SOs 248 FOO 88 OOS SOE FOS FEE Fee EEE EOS 16 to 47 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange has not fluetuated much during the 
week, the general tendency of rates having been 


upward. 

Sterling—Bank T.T.  ....cecvsccoone 2/1F@PE 
_ — Bills on demand... 2/1$@}8 
~ — 4 months’ sight ... 2/2 @ 
— Private 4 months’ sight ... 2/2} 
ete — 6 months’ sight ... 2/2} 


On Partie Bank sight ........0000 0002693 @70 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight... 2.75 
On Hongkong—Bank sight.........0. 1°/,p. 
Private rodays’sight. Par, 
On Shanghai—Bank sight .......s0008 7I¢ 
Private 10 days’ sight. 723 
On India—Bank sight ......cesccoccecee 182 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 184% 
On America—Bank Bills on demand. 524@# 

~ Private 30 days’ sight.. 532 

_ 4 months’ sight 544 
On Germany—Bank sight ... 20.000 0002-18@4 
Private 4 months’ sight... 2.23 
Bar Silver (London) C00 Ee cee Oe Ree 000 CEE 30F 


Google 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, February tst. 

Mail advices from Hongkong of the 25th ultimo 
report business still slack with no changes in the 
share market, and so prospect of an improvement 
until the Chinese New Year Settlements have 
been completed. Present rates are considered 
very low, and capitalists are availing themselves 
of this favourable opportunity in investing in well- 
known interest-bearing stocks, 

Locally, Bretts have experienced a boom, as 
shares which, a few weeks ago, were obtainable 
at an insignificant rate, toeday changed ownership 
at $7. A fortnight ago they were in demand at 
$5. At the former rate more shares are offering. 
Grand Hotels are still in demand, and shares can 
be placed at the last business rate—$140 ex divi- 
dend. Other stocks remain unchanged. 

February 6th. 

A wire from Hongkong reports the following as 
yesterday’s closing quotations :— H; & S. Banks 
182 per cent, premium, Sales ; Hongkong Lands 
$69.50, Buyers; China Fires $90, Buyers; H. & 
W. Docks 149 per cent. premium, Sales ; H. & K. 
Wharves $47, Sellers ; Douglasses $50.50, Buyers; 
H. C. & M. Steamboats $35 Buyers; Punjoms 
$5.75 Buyers; Raubs $4.10, Buyers; Balmorals 
$1.50 Nominal; Nationals $27, Sellers; Indos 
$57; Straits §25, Sates; Unions $195 Sellers, and 
Traders $74, Sellers. 

The rise in H. & S. Banks and in Hongkong 
Lands ts a welcome news, and teads us (o presume 
that the approaching Chinese New Year Settle- 
ments will pass off satisfactorily, and that, after 
that event, higher prices would rule the market. 
The rise in H. & S. Banks may be attributable to 
the advance in London, where shares are quoted 
at £42.5.0, The speech of the Chairman of the 
Hongkong Land Investment Co. at the annual 
meeting, held on the 22nd ultimo, may have ine 
fluenced the advance in Hongkong Lands. 

Mail advices from Shanghai report the fol- 
lowing :—On the 24th ultimo, Hongkong Banks 
were purchased for delivery in March at 182 per 
cent. premium, at 190 per cent premium for May 
delivery, and 193 per cent. premium for 3oth, 
June delivery. Shares on the latter terms and 
at the same rate were then offering in Shang 
hai (on the goth ult.). Cash shares were wanted 
at 180 per cent. premium and exchange 73. 
Indo-Chinas have declined to Tls. 42. Farnhams 
have been dealt with at Tls. 185 and 187.50; 
North Chinas at Tis. 220 Cash and Tls. 225 for 
gist March; Unions at $207 for April; Yangtszes 
at $121, at which they were on offer; Straits at 
$25 for cash and a large number at $27 for March; 
China Fires at $91; Shanghai Cargo Boats 
at Tis. 210 Cash and 220 for 31st March and 
15th April; Co-operatives at Tis. 190; Perak 
Sugars at ‘Ils. 36 and 35.75 ex dividend ; Shang- 
hai Lands at Tls. 30 paid up at the advanced rate 
of Tis. 50 to Hongkong ; Majors Tls. 28.50, 27 and 
28; Ewos Tls. 75 paid up at Tls. 60; Laou-kung- 
mows Tls. 47.50 for Tls.50 paid up; Langkats 
Tls. 235.40 cash, Tls. 245.50 for March, ‘T'ls. 265 
for April and Tls. 250 for May ; Shanghai-Suma- 
tras Ts. 99; Horse Bazaars Tis. 53; Liewellyns 
$60—this stock has been advancing considerably, 
as they were quoted at $40 at the end of last year, 
and Hall & Holtzs at $30. 

The Shanghai Land Investment Co. will pay a 
final dividend at the rate of 4.50 per cent., making 
7.50 per cent. for the year, 

Locally, Grand Hotels are still in demand at 
$140; lion Works at $135; Breweries at $145; 
Oriental Hotels at $115 aud Founders at $150; 
whilst Bretts might be had at $7, and China Mu- 
tual Preference are offering at £8.10. Shanghai 
Waterworks are wanted at Tls. 185. 


February 7th. 

There is no fresh news to report from China, 
Business has been done locally in Hongkong 
Lands at $69.5, in China Mutual Preferenceshares 
Z1o paid-up at £8.10, and Grand Hotels at 
$141.50. The latter are wanted at the same rate. 


BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


ISS H.G. BRITTAN, 2,Bluff, Yokohama. 

will be happy to receive and accommo- 

date Missionaries and pthers during their stay 
in Yokohama. 

Txxus:—Iwo Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 
Missionaries, 

August gth, 1895. 
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aries in Abyssinia 
short time I had many a 
plorer, as, possessing u 


create an undeniable effect upon the patient, 
them of their value,’’ 


World. 


Kingdom. 
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“A CHARMING SCENT.” 


.2.H. The Duchess of York. 


pseiht Oy... 
WHITE ROSE. 


“The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


ATKINSON'S omy’ cenuine. 


Perfume, ‘Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 

Sachets, & all other specialities with this 

“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 

——————— Sn 








—— 





13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 





Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 





HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 


HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of all kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Coorsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, 








“MONEY,” 
A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Annual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Ditto, 29s., lo any part of the World, 


Offices—Bishopsgate House, London, £.C. 


Cable Address: Dinero, Loudon. 





MONEY ”’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 


and swindles. 


“MONEY” is tus journal ‘or .nvestors, Speculators and 


Business men. 


“MONEY” is a thoroughly up-to date Record of all Financial 


and Business Matters. 


“MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, 
clique, or syndicate, but is absolutely freey independent, 


and honest, 


BALANCE SHEETS © Assurance, Banking, Manufacturing 
Shipping, Trading, and Trust Companies, are fearlessly and 
’ 


impartially criticised in ** MONEY.’ 
August 3, 1895. 


Digitized by Co gle O! 


Matheson & Grant, 


RSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sin Samuagt Baner,in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu 
* says—*'I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 

to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I hadthe best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In I 
pelicans to whom I served out 4 

quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
nmistakable purgative properties, they 
which satisfies 


ublished in 1871, says—‘* I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock up 
he small remaining “stock,” 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
May «st, t#go 
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MILKMAID) 


CONDENSED MILK 


he “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. ° 
Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 


(Feb. 8, 1896. 
















September 14th, 1895. 


A pollinarts 


WATERS.” 








“TUE QUEEN OF TABLE 





“First in Purity.” 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


“Has a charm which makers of 
. artificial aerated waters do not even 


dream of.’—MoRNING ADVERTISER. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHRFIEBILD & SWIRH, 
YOKOHAMA. 


August 31d, 1895. 


And see that each Jar bears Justue von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 








; ~ FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
* MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 
Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 


Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd. 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on /Application to Office of this Paper. 





June 14th, 1895. 
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The Fagan Weebly Wail, — 


‘PAIS CE QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!” 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘* JAPAN 
Weekry Maiv’’ must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER, 
and Cheques be made payabieto same; and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EpiTor. 


VoxoHAMA: SATURDAY, FeB. 15TH, 1896. 








BIRTH. 


At Nagasaki, on Feb. 7, the wife of Witson 

Watxaer of a daughter. 
DEATHS, 

On the 13th inst., at No. 5, Yokohama, JuLian F. 
Pinn, of apoplexy, in his 58th year, for many years Sub. 
Editor and Manager of the ¥afan Daily Herald. 

At the German Hospital, on Sunday the oth inst., 
SaMUREL J. Morris, of Shanghai, in his 56th year. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





ANOTHER coup d’éfd/ on an extensive scale has 
occurred in Sdul. 


H.E. Count Murtsvu has returned to Tokyo and 
resumed his duties. 


Tue Empress Dowager bas left the capital for 
Hayama, Kanagawa Prefecture. 


Snow fell in Yokohama for several hours on 
Thursday, Chinese New Year's Day. 


A corps of gendarmes is to be added to the 
peace preservation force in Yokohama. 


Ithas been decided to rebnild as quickly as 
possible the large school of the Ladies’ Associ- 


ation of the A.M.E. Church, destroyed by fire 
in Yokohama on Saturday morning. 





Tue funeral of the late Mr. Suyehiro Shigeyasu 
took place in Tokyo on the ‘8th instant. 


A Musicat and Dramatic Association has been 
formed in Tokyo among the foreign residents. 


Over fifty houses were destroyed by fire at 
Nishi-gokencho, Ushigome, Tokyo, on 11th inst, 





It is stated that Mr. Komura, Japanese Ministe 
in Korea, will shortly leave Séul for home on leave. 


Turety-Two houses were destroyed and five 
others damaged by fire on the 7th instant at 
Fukagawa, Tokyo. 


Tue bicycle race from Yokohama to Kodzu on 
Saturday attracted six starters. Leonard Eyton 
was the winner. 


Tue French Government, it is said, has de- 
cided to establish five new Consulates in China, 
and one in Formosa. 


On Monday, Jadge Mowat exempted from 
further service on British juries, Messrs. G. H. 
Allcock and B. Gillet. 


Mr. W. J. Kenny, Interpreter and Registrar 
of H.B.M. Court for Japan, has been appointed 
to the Legation in Tokyo. 


Onx cholera case was reported in Kaijo District, 
and one death in Asaina District, Chiba Pre- 
fecture, on the 7th inst. 


Tue Tone Canal Co., Tokyo, has distributed 
yen 12,000 among shareholders as a dividend 
for the past half-year. 


Tue German Minister gave a banquet to Mar- 
quis Ito, Marquis Saigo, Count Kawamura, and 
others on the 8th inst. 


Tue largest fire that has been known for many 
years in Kobe broke oat on Friday morning in 
a house occupied by Chinese. 


Mr. H. A. C. Bonar, Acting Interpreter in 
H.B.M. Court for Japan, has been appointed 
British Consul at Hakodate. 


Ir is stated that the Government has decided 
to appoint Mr. Funagashi, a member of the 
House uf Peers, Governor of Tokyo. 


Two hundred and fifty-one cattle succumbed to 
rinderpest or were destroyed in Tokyo since the 
cominencement of the present outbreak. 


Major-GengeraL Baron Kopama, Vice-Mini- 
ster of War, is at present confined to his re- 
sidence through severe congestion of the brain. 





Tue Interport Football Match takes place at 
Kobe to-day. The Yokohama team were enter- 
tained at a dance at the Kobe Club on Friday 
evening. 
Tue skeleton programine of the spring meeting 
of the Nippon Race Club has been re-arranged, 
the races for Australian horses being eliminated 
altogether, _ 


T.I.H. Prince anp Princess YAMASHINA gave 
a banquet on the 6th instant at the Akasaka 
Palace to over two hundred guests in celebra- 
tion of their marriage. 








THe Government proposes to construct forts 
in the Straits of Geiyo at an estimated cost 
of over yen 2,000,000, the work being com- 
menced in the 2gth fiscal year. 


—— 





Meetines of seatholders of the Union Church, 
Yokohama, and Christ Church, have been held 
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.of Silk on offer of various kinds. 


during the week. Both have satisfactory balance 
sheets. The proposed alterations in Christ 
Church have been found impracticable. 


Ir is stated that the Government telegraphed 
to Governor-General Count Kabayama on the 
10th inst. requesting him to return for Tokyo 
as soon as possible. 


A NuMBER of Japanese military officers gave a 
farewell banquet to Captain de Labry, military 
atlaché in the French Legation, on the 7th inst. 
at the Kaikosha Club, Kudan, Tokyo. 


Tre riots in Korea, originating through the 
hair-cutting ordinance, are gathering strength. 
Several Japanese are said to have been mur- 
dered in connection with the outbreaks. 


Tue Osaka Mint struck coins to the following 
amounts during January last:—5 yen gold 
Pieces, yen 115,000; I-yen silver pieces, yen 
220,000; 10-sen silver pieces, yen 418,300. 


Mr. Tsuzux1, Chief of the Public Works Bureau 
in the Home Department, who was formerly 
stated to have abandoned his intention of re- 
signing, sent in his resignation on the 8th inst. 


On Tuesday (the anniversary of the Declara- 
tion of the Constitution) the pupils of the 
School of the Morning Star met the pupils of 
Winton House, Yokohama, on the Cricket 
Ground, and defeated them in an Association 
football match by two goals to né/. 


Reuter telegraphs that the report current in 
London that a British ultiimatum has been pre- 
sented at Pekin demanding the opening of the 
West River is positively denied by the Foreign 
Office. Nothing in the nature of an ultimatum 
has been presented, the representations made 
by the British Minister regarding the opening 
of ports on the West River being absolutely of 
a friendly character. The Right Hon. Joseph 
Chamberlain has invited President Kruger to 
England to discuss affairs. President Krager 
has accepted the invitation, and will visit Eng- 
land accompanied by several Ministers. 


Tuer has been no movement of importance in 
the Import trade during the week, and only a 
few small transactions have taken place in 
Yarns, Shirtings are slow of sale, and Fancy 
Cottons only taken in small quantities, while 
Woollens are still adrug in the market. In the 
Metal trade there has been more enquiry, and 
buyers might have done good business if they 
had closed on recent terms, as home advices 
now point to higher values. There have been 
more arrivals of Kerosene, and, as buyers still 
hold off, holders are somewhat weak, but if the 
latter can hold on a little longer, buyers must 
be forced into the market, as stocks have 
generally run down to almost low water. Re- 
duced prices have been accepted for Sugar, and 
that has induced some trade, but stock con- 
tines to arrive, and several offers are on the 
market for future delivery at current rates. 
White sorts are in full supply, but that branch 
of the business is quiet. The Silk trade is not 
brisk. Something has been done at lower figures, 
but the demand is not good, and there is a lot 
The Waste 
trade is weak ; large stock and few offers. In 
the Tea trade, the only thing doing is a few 
piculs by Chinese for Singapore. The new 
season can hardly be referred to till the weather 
for the next twenty days has been seen. So 
far, the Tea districts have been visited by fa- 
vourable conditions—a low and equable tem- 
perature and snow in most places. It is consi- 
dered by some growers that the present outlook 
points to quality in new season’s leaf. Exchange 
has been steady without much alleration, the 
tendency of rates being upward. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
—<>——_ 

The week that began so quietly, not even the 
House of Representatives affording any excite- 
ment, has ended in extraordinary public agita- 
tion owing to another bloody incident that took 
place in Soul on the rrthinstant. The opinions 
of the press on that trouble being given in a 
separate column, we shall confine ourselves here 
to ordinary journalistic topics. 

* e 
* 

The Kokumin and Pomiurd write strongly 
against the ramoured resolution of the Authori- 
ties with regard to opium smoking in the new 
dominion, reference to which has already been 
made at some length in this journal. The Koku- 
mits denounces the contemplated conditional 
permission of the use of opium as the viewofcom- 
mon-place officials, and calls it entirely unworthy 
of any far-sighted statesman. Our contempo- 
‘rary can not understand the declaration attri- 
buted to Mr. Mizuno, namely, tbat it is 
impossible to put a stop to the smuggling of the 
drug into Formosa, and that strict prohibition 
would involve much bloodshed. The disturb- 
ances in the island being chiefly due to 
instigation from without and to the secret 
arrival of armed mercenaries sent from China, 
it is absolutely essential that gendarmes and 
police be stationed at each important point 
along the coast to preserve the tranquillity of 
the island. Would not these men_ suffice, 
at the same time, to prevent the smug- 
gling of the noxious drug? As to the second 
point, the Kokumin’s opinion is radically dif- 
- ferent from that attributed to the Formosan 
Authorities. That journal has always maintain- 
ed that to hold Formosa permanently and suc- 
cessfully as Japan’s dominion, the Japanese 
themselves must predominate in the island, and 
consequently every opportunity mast be taken 
advantage of to facilitate the exodus of the 
natives. Is not the strict prohibition of the use 
of opium a splendid opportunity? The Xoku- 
min wants to know on what arithmetical calcula- 
tion the Authorities estimate that the killing of 
a fifth or a sixth of the population would be 
involved in enforcing a strict veto against opium, 
and condemns the calculation as a vague exag- 
geration. Isit possible to imagine that the na- 
tives prefer to sacrifice their lives by staying in 
the island rather than to cross a narrow channel 
and reach a Jand where they may give unmolest- 
ed play to their vicious propensities ? 

. ] 
° * 

The Yomiuri also considers that the con- 
ditional licensing of opium-smoking would be 
an unwise and temporarizing measure, calcula- 
ted to injure the permanent interests of Formosa. 
It condemns the notion that the Government 
should be prepared to modify the administrative 
policy of the new dominion merely for the sake 
of the natives, who can not yet be regarded as 
Japanese subjects, seeing that the Treaty of 
Peace provides an interval of two years for 
determining whether the natives will remain in 
the island and become Japanese subjects, or 
whether they will continue their allegiance to 
their original rulers and remove to the main- 
land. The natives can not decide between these 
alternatives, for they are tied by various rela- 
tions to Formosa, and moreover are doubtless 
desirous of ascertaining how their new rulers 
will govern them. Butif the strict prohibition 
of opium smoking be enforced, they must either 
discontinue the habit or leave the island. The 
reference made to the family of Liu as a good 
example of the difficulty of abandoning the use 
of opium, instead of constituting an argument in 
favour of conditional licenses, goes to show that 
rather than lose their heads by staying in the 
island, the confirmed smokers would join their 
fellow-smokers living on the opposite coast. 
In short, the Yomiuré is strongly against what 
it calls the conciliatory and temporarizing policy 
that the authorities are contemplating in For- 
mosa. “a 

A late Representation discussed and carried 
through the House of Peers as to the advisability 
of compiling text bookson morals under State 





supervision, has been subjected to very rough 
handling by the Fi:¢ Shkimpo. It scoffs at the 
Representation as an indication that the con- 
temptible spirit of reliance upon officialdom 
prevails among the Peers, and it condemns the 
measure as calculated to rob scholare of the 
right of authorship and to fetter their freedom 
of thought. The $sjé maintains that as text 
books written by scholars must be adapted to 
the time, the Department need only exercise 
a mild control over them. 


* 
* * 

The Nichi Niché tears to pieces the platform 
on which the new amalgamated Political Party 
has placed itself, as translated recently in these 
columns. The platform consists of only two 
planks, viz., to realize the system of responsible 
Cabinets and to inaugurate a self-assertive fo- 
reign policy. How can a great political amal- 
gamation expect to derive cohesion from such 
truisms? Do the projectors of the scheme 
imagine that the Japanese Cabinet is irrespon- 
sible for its actions, and that its diplomacy is 
not self-assertive? There is uo possibility of 
denying that the Cabinet, by offering advice 
and assistance to the Sovereign, and guiding 
and instructing the people in obedience to his 
august will, is acting in strict conformity with 
the letter and the spirit of the Constitution. 
Neither is there any possibility of denying 
the strict constitutionality of the Ministers’ 
not being guided solely by the fiat of a 
majority in the Diet as to whether they shall 
go out of office or remainin it. Nay more, 
even supposing that, from the point of view of 
Administrative convenience, the Ministry ought 
to determine whether to remain or to resign 
merely in accordance with the atttude assumed 
by the majority of the Diet, do the leaders of 
the amalgamated party safficiently bear in mind 
that the majority of the Diet means the majority 
of the two Houses, not the majority of the 
House of Representatives alone? Apparently 
they have forgotten that altogether. In other 
words, they want to change the Japanese 
Diet at one stroke into a democratic legis- 
lature, as the English Parliament is, and they 
seem not to care though the Ministry be 
changed several times during the course of one 
session. Asto the second plank in the plat- 
form, namely, a self-assertive diplomatic policy, 
the Michi Nicht wonders whether they have 
forgotten that Japan is an independent Power, 
whose self-assertiveness and independence have 
never been affected from time immemorial. 
Perhaps the existence of extraterritoriality in 
the Empire and the recent instance of foreign 
intervention may have been in the thoughts of 
the framers of the phase,a “‘self-assertive foreign 
policy: ” but they must remember that the 
former exists in Turkey also, and that even 
Russia could not escape the latter. The nation is 
now endeavouring toeliminate the extraterritorial 
system, and to take steps for efficiently guarding 
its rights. Yet this universd! desire of the 
State and of the people is quietly appropriated 
into the platform of the Amalgamated Party! 
After all, any attempt to piece together a num- 
ber of patches so heterogeneous as are the 
various sections of the Opposition must neces- 
sarily be confined to the merest platitudes. 
This sweeping criticism of the Nicht Nichi 
Shimbun’s has evoked a rejoinder from the 
Nippon, and the latter has been answered by 
the former. But weneed not weary our readers 
by quoting from the wordy warfare of the two 
journals. The Wicht Nichi remains practically 


unanswered. 


The question raised by Viscount Tani in the 
House of Peers concerning alleged Government 
announcement to Russia, France, and Germany 
that Formosa and the Pescadores shall not be 
ceded to any country, and that navigation in the 
territorial waters of the islands shall be free, has 
evoked comment from the Wichs Nicht and the 
Mainichi. The former does not write at any 
length. It merely says that an announcement 
practically amounting toa declaration of resolve 
cannot be regarded in the same light as a 
treaty stipulating that the new dominions shall 
not be transferred to any Power without the 
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consent of Russia, Germany, and France. The 
chief motive that led the Government to make 
such an announcement, in compliance with 
the request of the three Powers, was because 
Japan has no intention of ceding the places in 
question, and because no necessily exists to 
restrict navigation in their territorial waters. 
The Government consequently proclaimed its 
resolve in that sense, and, under the circum- 
stances, should there occur hereafter any neces- 
sity for making a transfer or forbidding free 
navigation, the Government will be perfectly 
free to take either step, without seeking or wait- 
ing for the consent of the three Powers. Were 
the consent of the three Powers an essential pre- 
liminary to Japan’s disposal or control of the do- 
minion in question, her title of possession would 
certainly be impaired. But an announcement 
merely embodying her resolve can not affect 
that title. Some may say that the very exiet- 
ence of the announcement will afford the three 
Powers a pretext for demanding an explana- 
lion if, on any future occasion, the cession of 
the islands or the prohibition of free navigation 
be thought necessary by Japan. That, replies 
the Wicht Niche, is simply a question of 
practice, not of right, for if the three Powers, 
relying on their combined strength, are resolved 
to assume such a high-handed policy toward 
Japan, it will matter littl whether the an- 
nouncement exists or rot. ‘ 
@ . ° 

As might be expected, the Mainichs. is. stoat- 
ly opposed to the. contention of ils cortem- 
porary. It knows very well, it says, that a 
mere declaration is entirely distinct from a 
treaty, and that, therefore, Japan remains com- 
petent to cede the islands as she pleases, or to 
forbid free navigation in their territorial watess.. 
But is it consistent with good faith to make a 
declaration uader such circumstances? The 
Government ought not to have taken a step 
calculated to throw doubts on the integrity of 
the national faith, and that it took. such a step 
was because it wae forced by the three Powers 
to do so. It can not be supposed that the Ito 
Cabinet would otherwise have created such a 
weak point in the affairs of the State. Inter- 
national relations may be ultimately resolvable 
into the simple proposition, might is right. 
Neverthess, what is wanted atthe outset is right. 
Only when right is found inefficacious may re- 
course be had to might. The argument of the 
Nicht Nichi passes beyond the limit of inter- 
national morals, in the Maénichs’s opinion. 


The ¥é onee more reverts to the question 
of Formosa, the best mode of dealing with its 
affairs and the competence of the Governor- 
General. It dwells at firet on the necessity of 
improving means of communication ia the in- 
terior, namely, by constructing roads, bridges, 
and railways, traversing the island from north 
to south. The building of railways as a State 
undertaking is desirable, but should it be found 
difficult, from one cause or another, for the Go- 
vernment to carry out the work, it may be left to 
private enterprise, even under a State guarantee. 
Promptitude is above all most essential. Next 
comes the question of re-constructing important 
harbours, as at Kelang, Tamsui, Anping, and 
Taku, all of which are defective for purposes of 
anchorage. This business, from its very nature, 
must be undertaken by the Government. But 
that which requires urgent official attention is 
the removal of the noxious conditions that cause 
the death of so many Japanese. In this re- 
spect the success that has attended at British 
Government's efforts in Hongkong, where the 
sanitary conditions of the island have been 
radically changed, offers an excellent example. 
As to the competence of the Governer-General, 
the Fi is of opinion that under Formogsa's 
present circumstances, he should be left 
entirely free in the exercise of his functions: 
that he should, in fact be entrusted, for the time 
being, whichvirtually dictatorial power. With- 
out telegraphic communication with the 
Central Government, without even a regular 
steam service, how is it possible for the Gover- 
nor-General to deal promptly and effectively 
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with emergencies unless such a measure of 
ipower be vested in him? On the other hand, 
the choice of an official wielding authority 
so large must be made with proportionate 
care and deliberation. The $i surmises 
‘that under the preeent system, the Governor- 
‘General must find himself confronted by con- 
siderable difficulties. It regards the exiet- 
ence of the Formosan Administration Board 
not only as useless, but even as positively in- 
jarious, in so far as it restricts the free action 
of the Governor-General. A Board composed 
of officials that have other principal duties to 
discharge, cannot be of much use in its 
collective capacity, and the very circum- 
stance that it is required, after deliberation, 
to transmit the result of its conferences to a place 
‘bundreds of miles away from the seat of Ad- 
‘ministration, must fatally impair promptitude 
and decision in taking steps such as present 
-conditions often demand. The $sfi urges that, 
at least till prompt means of commanication be 
established between the island and thé seat of 
the Central Government, the Governor-General 
should be invested with almost absolute power. 


incorporated them in ‘ King Soloman’s Mines” 
—a book of entrancing interest. His cave-men 
in “She,” with their “ hot-potting ” proclivities, 
have since been actually discovered in a tribe 
living on the borders of the hinterland which 
has Bulawayo for administrative capital; and 
now comes confirmation of the novelist’s other 
notable creation, the white people of ‘“ Alan 
Quartermain.” In a home paper we recently 
came across an item of intelligence regarding 
a people that seem to bear some resemblance 
to the race, whose magnificent city ‘‘ Milosis ” 
will linger long in the mind in connection 
with Umposlopagaas’ holding of the stair. The 
paragraph runs:—An extraordinary story bh 
been brought from the Koranza country by 
Captain H. D. Laymore, of the Gold Coast 
Constabulary, who hasjust returned from service 
there. The region beyond the Koranzas to the 
north-east is as yel unexplored by white men ; 
but native caravans are constantly passing 
through the district, which is declared by those 
who have visited it to be inhabited by a race 
of white men living in caves. All accounts 
agree in stating that these cave-dwellers have 
jlight hair and blue eyes; and a Mohammedan 
priest and Hadji, who had seen them, told 
Captain Laymore that they were a strong and 
fearless but exclusive race, and did all in their 
power to prevent strangers from passing through 
their territory. 


many seamen ashore on leavehere. That some 
institution of the kind has long been needed 
goes without saying, but whether the new con- 
cern will be able to counteract the pernicious 
influence of the multitudinous ‘“‘rum mills” 
with which this port is cursed, is a ques- 
tion which time and experience alone will 
solve. But be that as it may, whether success 
or failure crown the efforts of the little ‘* Chris- 
tian Endeavour ” band of the U.S.S. Charleston, 
they have done their best to ameliorate the con- 
dition of their less thoughtful comrades who 
come ashore here, and deserve the thanks and 
commendation of every right thinking resident 
for so doing. And for this reason we wish the 
Home every success. 


WEIGHING A SIGNATURE. 
“ ScaLgs are now nade of such a nice adjust- 
ment,” says Zhe Ratlway Review, ‘‘ that they 
will weigh anything, to the smallest hair plucked 
from the eyebrow. They are triumphs of me- 
chanism, and are enclosed in glass cases, as the 
slightest breath of air would impair their records. 
The glass cases have a sliding door, and as 
soon as the weight is: placed in the balances the 
door slides down. Two pieces of paper of 
equal weight can be placed in the scales, and 
an autograph written in pencil on either piece 
will cause the other side to ascend, and the 
needle which indicates the division of weight 
even to the ten-millionth part of a pound and 
less will move from its perpendicular. A signa- 
ture containing nine letters has been weighed 
and proved to be two milligrams, or the fifteen- 
thousand-five-hundredth part of an ounce troy.” 











EDIIORIAL NOTES. 








THE PROPOSBD AMALGAMATED PARTIES. 


Tue Committee of the Amalgamated Parties 
has decided to issue the following circular as an 
appeal for the support of the general public. 
“The present condition of the Empire and the 
general tendency of the world does not admit 
of the existence of many small, separate, and 
distinct ‘parties. All those that desire to see the 
realization of responsible Cabinets and the 
inauguration a self-assertive foreign policy, 
must, therefore, of join forces in organizing a 
new political party. By so doing the structure 
of national prosperity raised upon the founda- 
tion of the Restoration may be perfected, and 
the work of the Second Restoration completed. 
In bringing about a policy of self-assertive 
diplomacy, the system of responsible Cabinels 
mast be developed and firmly established, and 
to do that, the cordial union of the nation ‘must 
be consummated and the national spirit roused. 
Self-assertive diplomacy and the system of 
responsible Cabinets, though distinct in some 
respects, tendto the same end. There-are ac- 
cordingly paramount reasons for a grand 
amalgamation of the Opposition parties. The 
attention of the Powers of the Occident is 
centered on the Orient, and the political 
storm of the century is about to break against 
the shores of Asia. At this vital juncture, unless 
the nation is firmly united and-such a spirit be 
developed as will enable it to undertake the 
difficult task of restoring tranquillity to the 
angry sea, it will be impossible to successfully 
‘uphold the prestige, the dignity, and the honour 
of the nation. It is ‘not from any accidental 
cause that a plan:has been projected ‘to form 
a new political party embracing men of all 
shades of opinion in the Opposition. It-is to 
be ‘hoped that the project will secure the sym- 
pathy and support of the patriotic general 
public.” The names of 18 commissioners, 
including Megsrs. Inakai Ki, Ozaki Yukio, 
Tagachi Ukichi, Otake Kwanichi, Faketomi 
Tokitoshi, Shimada Saburo, Shiga Shigetaka, 
etc., dre attached. 


AUSTRALIAN HORSES AND JAPANESE BUYERS. 
Tue Northern Territory Times of the 17th 
January says:—Mr. T. J. Burke, the dealer 
who recently went through to the East with a 
mob of horses, is a passenger homewards by 
the steamer Ocampo. From a_ conversation 
with the gentleman we gather that he is not 
very well pleased with the result of his attempt 
to open up a trade with Japan. Apart 
from the terrible mortality that occurred on the 
way to Hongkong, he had the additional dis- 
appointment to find on his arrival at Kobe that 
the Japanese were not at all eager to trade, and 
would be buyers only at their own figure. That, 
we are told, was a price that implied the horses 
were stolen, being just about enough to cover 
feed and freight. Finally, the small lot was 
got rid of ata figure that, under the circum- 
stances, was better than nothing. The trade 
may expand in time if worked up carefully and 
persistently, but just now the Japanese show 
no interest in the trade, and Mr. Burkeis of the 
opinion that he could sell more horses in a 
week in India than he could dispose of in 
twelve months in Japan. 


THE MERCHANT NAVIES OF THE WORLD. 


Tue annual statistics of the Bureau Veritas 
classification of ships relating to the mercantile 
navies Of the world give the total number of sea- 
going sailing vessels now afloat, measuring over 
50 tons, as 15,570, wilh an aggregate tonnage 
of 9,323,995 tons. Of this number Great 
Britain comes first with 8,793 ships of 3,333,907 
tons. The United States is second with 3,824 
vessels and 1,362,317 tons. Norway is third, 
with nearly 1,000 less vessels than the United 
States, but nearly the same amount of tonnage. 
France occupies only the eighth rank, between 
Sweden and Greece. In regard to the steamers, 
England counts 5,771 vessels with nearly 
10,000,000 tons. Germany, which come second, 
has 826 steamers, of 1,306,711 tons, France 
third, with Sor steamers and 865,591 tons, 
while the United States holds fourth place with 
447 steamers and 703,339 tons. 

LIEUT.-GENERAL VISCOUNT SAKUMA ON CHINESE 

VBNALITY. 

On the occasion of a certain military council 
held a few days ago in the presence of the Em- 
peror, Lieut.-General Viscount Sakuma, who 
was Commander of the Occupied Districts in 
China, is said to have given at length a report 
upon the Chinese districts that were placed in his 
charge. The Yomiuri gives a note embodying 
a portion of the report. The peaceful inhabit- 
ants in the occupied districts, it says, felt very 
grateful for the benevolence shown by the Japan- 
ese Sovereign and were obedient to the orders of 
the Japanese troops and civil officials. One 
thing, however, they did not like, and that was 
theincorruptibility of the Japanese. The Chinese 
averred that, though they were highly gratified 
with the officials’ considerate and impartial treat- 
ment they could not but feel more or less in- 
convenience when all offers of money were 
persistently refused. Such a complaint shows 
how low the Chinese officials have fallen in the 
slough of corruption and how the people under 
them are accustomed to this trait in the cha- 
racter of their administrators. The Chinese 
deserve to be pitied. Among the numerous 
instances showing the venality of the mandarins 
and their utter disregard for law or the dictate 
of humanity, the Lieut.-General gave one relat- 
ing to a.case of robbery. When a person who 
has suffered from the depredations of robbers 
lays a complaint before the Authorities, with- 
out informing them at the same time of the place 
The building is well adapted for the purpose, | where the burglars are concealed, the Mandarins 
although at present only part furnished, and] refuse to give him a hearing. And even when 
-will-doubless affurd a sost of haven of rest to this informajion is-given the chances of the tial 


EXEMPTED FROM BRITISH JURY SERVICE. 


A SPECIAL sitting of H.B.M. Court for Japan 
was held on Monday, when His Honour Judge 
Mowat heard applications for exemption from 
further jury service from two long-time resi- 
dents of Yokohama. Mr. George Henry Allcock 
applied to be exempted on the score of age. 
On being sworn,he said he was born on 26th 
August, 1834. .His Honour said that, following 
the practise laid down at home, which granted 
exemption to a man upon atlaining the age-of 
60 years, heexempted Mr. Allcock from further 
service. Mr. Barzillai Gillett also applied for 
exemption on the ground of age and long re- 
sidence in the East. He had been a5 years in 
the Far East, twenty of which had been spent con- 
tinuously in Yokohama. There were now many 
younger men than he in the cammunity who 
could better bear the burden of jury service. On 
being swort be said he was born on the 12th Jan., 
1836. His Honour said he exempted Mr. Gil- 
lett, as he wished it, and at the same time ex- 
pressed the regret of the Court at the applicants’ 
decision. The British Jury List for 1896.was 
then signed and the proceedings terminated. 


RIDER HAGGARD AND HIS AFRICAN ‘STORIES. 
Mr. Riper HaGearp has exploited the field 
of African romance to great pecuniary, as well 
‘as literary, advantage eversince his novel ‘She ”’ 
took the world by storm. He has been fortunate 
in his selected field in many ways, and in none 
‘more 80 than inthesuccessive corroborative tales 
‘which travellers in the Dark Continent bring 
home with them of some of the races, tribes, 
customs, and habits of mysterious peoples that 
the novelist deals with in his books. Long before 
the British Chartered Company had exploited 
the land of Lobengula and brought to light the 
4nysterious ruins of vast cyclopean cities, and 
remains of old gold-workings, Rider Haggard 
had gathered up the hazy legends floating about 
ln the native mind incegard to these things, and. 


CHRISTIAN. ENDEAVOUR SEAMEN’S HOME. 
On Monday: evening last (Feb. 3rd), says the 
Nagasaki paper, the premises at No. 25, Oura, 
tecently known as “‘ Johnson’s Hotel,” were for- 
mally opened as the “ Christian Endeavour” Sea- 
men's Home, by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Evington. 
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of the case are not improved. For in these 
cases the officials first take steps to assertain 
whether the burglar still possesses any money, 
the result of the inquiry deciding his fate. If 
the burglar is penniless, he is bound and then 
severely punished ; but if he can be induced to 
part with a sufficiently large money bribe he is 
allowed to depart secretly to some other locality. 
This scoundrelly business being effected, the 
mandarins inform the complainant that the rob- 
ber could not be found, and the case is finished 
so faras he isconcerned. While Shinking was 
under Japan’s control, these base and pernicious 
practice disappeared entirely-and law and justice 
were strictly and impartially administered. 


A PROPHECY OF GREAT EVENTS. 


We have received a pamphlet from the New 
York branch of the Prophetic News office 
in London, which is full of disagreeable details 
of coming events. Revolutions and wars in 
Europe are predicted for this year and next, 
resulting in France’s defeating Germany, and 
annexing all countries west of the Rhine, and 
then forming, in 1898, a confederacy of ten 
kingdoms, comprising Britain, separated from 
Ireland and India; France, enlargecl to the 
Rhine; Spain, Italy, Austria south of the 
Danube, Greece, Egypt, Syria, Turkey and the 
Balkan States. One of the Napoleons is ex- 
pected to start an agitation in 1898, and become 
King of Syria in rg01. In 1904 Napoleon isto 
reign as military dictator over ten new military 
governors of the ten nations. The five western 
kingdoms and five eastern kingdoms will be 
formed into a kind of United States. Austria 
or Greece is to annex Montenegro. ‘hus, by 
revolutions and wars, the countries of Cvzesar’s 
original Roman Empire, consisting of twenty- 
three kingdoms, will be reduced to tern. Eng- 
land is to become separated from Ireland, 
India, and its colonies, through ‘‘ great disasters 
and calamitous commotion,” caused by revolu- 
tionary agitation and invasion. All mention of 
the American continent is avoided. The last 
Pope is to be Cardinal Lucien Bronaparte. 
There is to be universal war in 1904, universal 
famine in 1905, and great pestilence in 1906, 
according to this wild prophecy. The: last day 
of this age is to occur on April 23rd, 1908, 
when the world is to be destroyed by an earth- 
quake, followed by 1,000 years of the mil- 
lenium. The future prospect, it is seen, is not 
very flattering. 


THE YOKOHAMA SEAMEN’S MISSION, 


THE annual report and accounts of tbe Seamen’s 
Mission for 1895, have just been issued by 
the Chaplain, the Rev. W. T. Austen, After 
a brief but interesting review of the year’s 
work the report gives the following  statis- 
tics:—Visits paid to ships, 497: to Ho- 
spitals, 200: to Consular Gaols, 150: services 
held at the Mission, 100: Number of Go- 
spel, Temperance, and Social Meetings held 
ashore and afloat, 209: attendances, 4,037. 
Seamen’s Visits to the Free Reading Room 
5,816: issued 319 bags of reading: enrolled 
one Mission helper three associates, 21 Tem- 
perance seamen: sold 13 Bibles: conducted 7 
funeral services. Hearty thanks are accorded 
all those who sent books, papers, periodicals, 
contributed their services at entertainments, or 
sent gifts in kind to the Christmas trees, etc. 
The receipts of the Mission Fund were $229.66 
and the expenditure equalled that amount. The 
subscriptions towards the support and mainten- 
ance of the Free Reading Room were $814.53: 
subscriptions to the Mission Boat Fund, $252.24; 
steam launch fund, $1,411.36 There is a 
balance in hand of $22.69 on the Boat Fund, 
and $111.36 on the Launch Fund. The Dor- 
mitory Fund shows a balance due of $24.93. 
Towards the Christmas Entertainment Fund 
$185.22 was subscribed. 





THE WEST RIVER QUESTION. 
A HoneGkone paper regrets to learn that the 
prospects of the opening of the West River 
are not now Considered so bright as they werea 
short time ago, Chinese who previously asserted 
positively that the river was to be opened, now 
aver thatitis nottobe opened. It is suggested 














































navy making a striking impression everywhere. 
In America the press enthusiastically acclaim it 
as a master-stroke of national policy. Indeed, 
the American journals seem to have quite swung 
round in their ideas of England, and more 
especially when Great Britain, at Secretary 
Olney’s request, agreed to afford protection to 
American subjects in the Transvaal. That 
England is prepared to face any emergencies is 
further shown by the great activity displayed in 
the dockyards, Royal as well as private, and the 
confident tone of the money market. 


that the Chinese Government have been pro- 
mised moral support in quarters where the 
opening of this trade route is not appreciated ; 
also that the little difficulties England has had 
with America and Germany have encouraged 
the Chinese in obstructive tactics ; but seeing 
the turn those difficulties have taken any en- 
couragement derived from that source must have 
been short-lived. 





MIXBD METAPHORS. 


A German author, says a contemporary, has 
made a collection of mixed metaphors, some of 
which are worth quoting, if only for a warning 
to high-flown orators not to allow their magnilo- 
quence to fly away with them altogether. ‘‘ We 
will,” cried an inspired democrat, “ burn all 
our ships, and, with every sail unfurled, steer 
boldly out into the ocean of freedom!” Even 
that flight is surpassed by an effort of Justice 
Minister Hye, who, in 1848, in a speech to the 
Vienna students, impressively declared: ‘“‘ The 
chariot of the revolution is rolling along and 
gnashing its teeth asit rolls.” A Pan-Germanist 
mayor of a Rhineland corporation rose still 
higher in an address to the Emperor. He said: 
‘*No Austria, no Prussia, one only Germany— 
such were the words the mouth of your Imperial 
Majesty has always had in its eye.” We have 
heard of the mouth having an eye-tooth, but 
never before of the mouth’s eye. But there are 
even literary men who cannot open their mouth 
“without putting their foot in it.” Professor 
Johannes Scherr is an example of such. Ina 
criticism on Lenau’s lyrics he writes, ‘‘ Out of 
the dark regions of philosophical problems the 
poet suddenly lets swarms of songs dive up, 
carrying far-flashing pearls of thought in their 
beaks.” The German Parliamentary oratory of 
the present day affords many examples of 
metaphor mixture ; but one may suffice. Count 
Frankenburg is the author of it. A few years 
ago he pointed out to his countrymen the neces- 
sity of ‘ seizing the stream of time by the fore- 
lock.” But none of these pearls of thought and 
expression surpasses the speech of the immortal 
Joseph Prudhomme on being presented with a 
sword of honour by the company he commanded 
in the National Guard of France. ‘ Gentle- 
men,” said he, ‘ this sword is the brightest day 
of my life!” 


KYOSAI AND A KAKEMONO. 


A Toxyo paper relates at length some interest- 
ing reminiscences of the late painter Kyosai, 
that centre round a large £akemono now in the 
possession of Mr. Kato Shoyo, of Hongo. This 
kakemono measures § ft. by 3 ft., and on it is 
depicted a falcon in the act of clutching a 
monkey. Mr. Kato, who is a great admirer of 
the painter, went to considerable trouble to ob- 
tain this specimen of the master’s skill, as 
Kyosai was proverbially unapproachable from 
the pecuniary side. He would not accept any- 
body’s order, no matter how large the sum 
offered, unless in the best of humours. After 
vainly trying to induce the artist to paint a 
kakemono for him, Mr. Kato at last conceived 
what he considered a workable plan. One day 
he bought off a wayside stall a spurious painting 
by Kyosai, and hung itin the sokonoma (alcove), 
A few days afterwards he invited the painter, 
with whom he was on familiar terms, to supper. 
When host and guest were seated, Mr. Kato 
pointed to the picture, and said that he was 
fortunate in obtaining such a kakemono, which 
he considered his guest’s masterpiece. Kyosai 
cast one glance al the picture and became greatly 
put out. Turning to his host he exclaimed that 
though so advanced in years he was not yet so 
dotish as to paintsuch an atrocious picture. At 
this Mr. Kato secretly rejoiced, for the painter 
had fallen into the trap. The upshot of the 
affair was that Kyosai abruptly left the house, 
declaring that he wouid convince his whilom 
host of his error by bringing him a painting by 
his own hand on the morrow. Next day Mr. 
Kato sent for several of his intimate friends, and 
telling them of the previous day’s incident, 
begged tlem to make themselves at home and 
await the advent of the painter. The summer 
day wore on to dusk, the dusk changed into 
stilly night, and still no Kyosai appeared. 
At last, in the small hours of the morning, 
aj loud knocking was heard atthe gate. With- 
out wailing to be announced the painter enter- 
ed, his anger not having yet passed away. He 
was shown the way to the room where Mr. Kato 
and his guests were sitting. Entering un- 
ceremoniously, Kyosai threw a roll toward the 
host, and loudly demanded whether he. still 
persisted in his avowal regarding the spurious 
picture. Mr. Kato, delighted beyond measure, 
eagerly unrolled the Aakemono, and upon seeing 
what was depicted thereon contritely apologised 
to Kyosai for the trick he had played on him, 
At the confession, the painter's sullen brow 
cleared, and, breaking into a loud laugh, he told 
the host and guests, that incensed at the false 
imputation he had gone home and sat at his work 
all night and that day in order to vindicate his 
reputation, with the result now revealed to them. 
It may {be noted that the pupils and friends of 
Kyosai have consulted about the erection of a 
monument to him in Aoyama Cemetry. 


A REMARKABLE PIECE OF ENGINEERING. 

A DIFFICULT and costly piece of engineering 
has been undertaken by the United States Go- 
vernment in the projected establishment of a 
great lighthouse in the open ocean off Diamond 
Shoal, seven miles from the present Hatteras 
Light. The height of the focal plane above 
water will be rooft., and the structure is to stand 
in 33ft. of water, and to be supported on disc- 
piles sunk to a depth of 30ft. in the sand, 
The use of bolts, keys, screws, and other small 
sections or dimensions which would be rapidly 
weakened by corrosion, will be avoided as far 
as possible. Joints and connexions are to be 
made absolutely rigid to all possible strains and 
to be as strong as the members themselves. 
This is to be effected by joining ends of nem- 
bers to steel cast hubs by the use of massive 
steel rings shrunk on in a manner approximating 
that followed in “ built up” gun construction. 
The work will, it is expected, be completed in 
three years.— Westminster Gasette. 


PUBLIC OPINION IN ENGLAND. 
From the papers to hand by the American 
mails—Peru on Saturday and Afrid# on Sun- 
day—we gather that patriotism has reached fever 
heat all over Great Britain, the impelling cause 
being the Kaiser’s message to President Kruger. 
The irritation caused by President Cleveland’s 
Message faded into insignificance beside this 
greater matter. In the theatres ‘‘ God save the 
Queen” was invariably sung by the audience 
as soon as the orchestra struck up on the fall 
of the curtain. The mobilization of a flying 
squadron of twenty-one ships of war within less 
than five days of the order being given for their 
assembly at Portsmouth, seems to have caused 
a great deal of surprise to the world at large, 
the celerity of the movement conjoined with its 
illustration of the latent possibilities of the British 


A MOST USEFUL AND PRACTICAL ADVERTISEMNET. 
Tue best idea in the way of an advertisement 
that we have yet seen is that of the Straits In- 
surance Company, Limited. It takes the form 
of a circular metal box, filled with pins and 
having a velvet cushion on the top. Nothing 
more serviceable to place on one’s desk could 
easily be conceived. 





CAPTAIN LANG. 
Tue following paragraph, says a Kobe contem- 
porary, appears in a Portsmouth paper :— 
‘There is a hitch in regard to Captain Lang’s 
acceptance of the offer to reorganise the Chi- 
nese Navy. The Admiralty are afraid to let him 


Original from 
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Eyton, riding a Rambler of 22 lbs. wonin th.58m.;| from the Forkfown after having half-murdered 


go for fear the other European Powers might 
not like it, and that Japan would probably re- 
sent it. In this view the Foreign Office is said 
to concur, so there is a reasonable probability 
that Captain Lang will be sacrificed to official 
squeamishness, and that some French or Ger- 
man officer will obtain the appointment.” 
Captain Lang is commander of the Narcissus, 
now at Hongkong. 


LIVING, MARRIAGE, AND FUNERAL BXPENSES, 
In the latest number of the Sfafistical Maga- 
sine, a very interesting article is published as 
to the scale of living,- marriage, and funeral 
expenses in’ the prefectures of Tochigi, and 
Shizuoka. The article is written by Mr. 
Shinozaki Ryo, and gives a very elaborate 
table, showing the living, marriage, and funeral 
expenses in these districts from the rst to 25th 
year of Meiji (1867-92). In Tochiki-ken, 
during the first five years, living expenses 
among agriculturists, manufacturers, and mer- 
chants averaged 47.71 yen a year per person in 
the highest class ; 34.82 yen in the middle class ; 
and 23.48 yen in the lowest class. Marriage 
expenses were 156.38 yen for the 1st class, 
86.50 yen for the 2nd class, and 19.25 yen 
for the lowest class; while funeral ex- 
penses were 122.88 yen, 63.88 yen, and 12.13 
yen, respectively. Between 1892 to 1894, how- 
ever, all these items increased considerably, 


the average of the three classes being as follow: 


—60.95 yen, 41.91 yen, 29.05 yen ; 334.38 yen, 
112.63 yen, 26.38 yen; 149 yen, 70.38 yen, 
13.25 yen. In Shizuoka-ken living expenses for 
the first year of J4e17i were 68.42 yen, 42.07 yen, 
and 24.86 yen, respectively ; and by about 1892 
these had increased to 106.15 yen, 67.70 yen, and 
32.87 yen. Again, in the early years of the era, 
marriage expenses for the rst class—for a house 
that wag to provide either a wife or son-in-law 
(muko-yosht)—were 395 yen; for a house that 
was to obtain them 228.50 yen; for the 2nd, 
112.50 yen and 86.50 yen ; and for the lowest 
class, 18 yen and 14 yen. About 1882, from 
some accidental camees not specified, these as 
wel] as faneral expenses rose considerably, 
though ten years later they again fell to the 
original standard. Funeral expenses about 1892 
were 100 yen, 35 yen, and and 5 yen, respec- 
tively. We may add that the two prefectures 
occupy a middle position in Japan, with respect 
to wealth. 


THE AUSTRIAN LEGATION. 

Count pe Wypensruck, Austro-Hungarian 
Minister, left on Sunday by the French mail 
steamer Océanien for the south. He was ac- 
companied by Captain Baron d’Aehrenthal, 
military attaché, and will proceed to Bangkok, 
where he will present his credentials as Minister 
to Siam, and afterwards proceed to Peking, 
being also Minister to the Chinese Court. Dr. 
de Flesch, Consul-General, will be Chargé 
@Affaires during the absence of Count de 
Wydenbruck. 


COLLISION IN KOBE HARBOUR. 

Waitt being towed out of Kobe harbour on 
Tharsday afternoon, between four and five 
o'clock, the American ship Mary L. Cushing 
collided with the American ship Bmily Reed. 
The former with her starboard quarter struck 
the latter on the port quarter, breaking away 
the upper and lower rail of the Amily Reed, 
together with several rail stanchions and fasten- 
ings on the port side. The wheel-house was 
also started, but no very serious damage was 
done to either ship so far as can be ascertained 
al present. 


THE FORMOSA CABLE. 
AT present, says our Nagasaki contemporary, 
the Formosa cable is being wound off into the 
tanks at Nishi-domari by the winches on board 
the steamer Ayr and a large number of coolies. 
A winch is now being got into position ashore, 
and it is expected that the whole of the cable 
will be got into the first two of the tanks inside 
of three weeks. The balance of the cable is to 
come out in the Okinawa Marx. 





THE BICYCLE RACB. 
A BICYCL# RACE from a starting place tear Kana- 
gawa, to Kodza, took place on Saturday. L. 


S.N., Kuhn, (Crescent, 3olbs.) was second in: 


ah. o3¢m.; H. A. Poole (Columbia, 25lbs.) was 
third, inh. 13m. Of the other three competitors 
Scott gave up; and Adet and Arthur had to 
retire through accidents, the former colliding 
with a bridge—in avoiding a cart, just after 
leaving Fujisawa—while the latter snapped his 
chain-gear before passing Totsuka. 


THE ‘‘ MIOWBRA,.” 
THE anxiety which was felt for the safety of 
the Canadian-Australian liner Mivwera, after 
the steamer Sfrathnenis lost sight of her lights 
on the British Columbian coast, was allayed by 
news received on the roth of January. The 
Warrimoo spoke her on January 2nd, beyond 
Honolulu. Purser McDonald, the second mate, 
and two Japanese sailors from the Ssrathnevis, 
who left the disabled steamer in an open boat 
when off Destruction Island, and who were 
believed to be dead, arrived at Seattle on Jan. 
roth. After leaving the steamer Sfrashnevis 
they reached the island and were taken on board 
the lighthouse-tender Columbine. 


- SHOOTING A JOURNALIST. 

At Bangkok on the roth January a Mr. de 
Souza, of the Japan-Siam Trading Co., shot 
Mr. Stephen Jansz, a reporter on the Stam Free 
Press, wounding him slightly in the leg. The 
occasion of the shooting was that Mr. de Souza 
suspected Mr. Jansz of being concerned in the 
writing of certain anonymous letters that had 
been circulated about him. Mr. de Souza re- 
ported to the Portuguese Consul what he had 
done and was thereupon put on heavy bail. 


DEATH OF M. FLOQUBT. 

M. Froqurt, whose death is reported in a 
Havas telegram, was an eminent French poli- 
tician and journalist and was at one time Pre- 
sident of the Chamber. In 1888 he fought a 
duel with General Boulanger, severely wound- 
ing him in the throat with his sword, greatly to 
the disgust of the General, who, being an officer, 
ought to have been a more expert swordsman 


‘than a civilian could be experted to be. 





CAPTAIN BALLENTYNB’S CASR AT SAIGON. 
Tuer Daily Press learns that Captain Ballen- 
tyne, of the steamer P/infshire, who was sen- 
tenced to a term of imprisonment at Saigon on 
a charge of assisting two French soldiers to 
desert, has been acquitted by the Court of Ap- 
peal. The result could not have been otherwise, 
but shipmasters will no doubt be careful in future 
not to take on board European passengers at 
Saigon who are not daly provided with tickets. 





PETROLEUM EXPORTS. 

Tue following were the exports of petroleum 
from New York to Far Eastern ports during 
1895 :—China and Japan—Shanghai 12,184,960 
gals.; Hongkong, 9,563,000 gals.; Yokohama 
and Tokyo, 7,525,490 gals.; Saigon, 1,959,450 
gals. ; Chefoo, 495,000 gals. ; Amoy, 1,250,000 
gals; Hyogo, Kobe, &c., 965,000 gals. 


THE RUSSIAN SQ'ADRON. 

It is stated that the Imperial Russian Flag-ship 
Pamiat <Asova, and the former Flag-ship 
Admiral Nakhimoff, will return to Yokohama 
in a few days. The former vessel was not ex- 
pected to re-visit this port until October next. 


CONSULAR CHANGE. 

We understand that Mr. W.J. Kenny is to be 
transferred from H.B.M.’s Court in Yokohama 
to the Legation in Tokyo. Mr. Kenny will be 
an acquisition to the newly formed Tokyo 
Dramatic and Musical Association. 


THE A.M.R. CHURGH SCHOOL. 

Ir is proposed to rebuild as quickly as possible 
the large school belonging to the Ladies’ As- 
sociation of the American Methodist Episcopal 
Church, that was destroyed by fire on Saturday 
morning. 


U.S.N. COURT-MARTIALS. 
Tue Jittle batch of Court-martials, which had 
been awaiting the arrival of the Olympia at this 
port, says the Nagasaki Shipping List, have, 


‘we learn, now been concluded, including that 


of the man Rocks, who was recently keeping a 
couple of saloons in Oura, and who was arrested 


Google 


one of his former shipmates, The sentence will 
be made known in the course of a few days. 


THE NEW CONSUL FOR HAKODATE. 
We understand that Mr. H. A. C. Bonar has 


received the appointment of British Consul to 


Hakodate. 








THE BUSINESS TAX. 
———__>———___— 

Of all the new taxation measures projected 
by the Treasury for the purpose of meeting the 
increased expenditures of the State, none has 
attracted so much public attention as the Busi- 
ness Tax, which is still in the hands of a Special 
Committee in the Lower House. One Chamber 
of Commerce after another has declared itself 
dissatisfied with the tax. We have already 


‘described the attitude adopted by the Tokyo 


Chambers, and we have now to note that Osaka, 
Yokohama, and Yokkaichi have followed suit. 
With its characteristic promptitude in matters 
of business, the Osaka Chamber of Commerce 
has taken the lead in submitting a written ap- 
plication tothe Treasury, petitioning that the pro- 
jected tax be given up, lest the burden prove so 
heavy as to retard industrial progress, and urg- 
ing that the deficit arising from this change of 
programme be covered by raising the rate of 
the Land Tax. The petition has been rejected. 
Meanwhile, the Special Committee of the House 
of Representatives have repeatedly discussed 
the Bill, finally arriving at a conclusion that 
may be terméd a compromise. The Committee 
dre opposed:to the imposition of a tax on capital, 
their contention being that the incidence of 
such an impost could not be just, inasmuch 
asa great company, though deriving a much 
smaller return from its capital in proportion 
than a small company, would have to pay a 
heavier tax. Still, in view of the fact that the Bud- 
get has been carried through the House with only 
insignificant modifications, the Committee think 
it prudent to waive the above objection, and to 
confine their amendment to the rate of taxation, 
which, they think, is put too high. They have 


therefore decided to reduce whe rate by ston 
According to this change, the tax on banking, 


insurance, and so forth, would become, an of 


the capital, instead of —— as proposed by-the | 
Government. The resulting loss of revence 
would be from 2 to 3 million yen, and the Com- 
mitee’s idea is to cover this deficit by imposing a 
tax on all profits greater than 5 per cent. of the 
invested capital. Itis thought that a sum of 2 
inillion yes, approximately, can be easily obtain- 
ed by this procedure, without sensibly retarding 
the development of business. 

Some publicists propose, according to the 
Fiji Shimpo, to impose a tax of 10 per cent. on 
textile fabrics. The total production of Japa- 
nese looms was more than §1 million yen in 
1893, and the proposed tax would therefore 
produce a revenue of above 5 million yen. 





~ DEATH OF MR. Ff. F. PINN. 
—_——_——_——_}- —--- ae 

On the afternoon of the 13th instant, Mr. 
Julian F. Pinn, for many years Sab-editor and 
Manager of the Fapan Herald, died in his 
room at the Yokohama Club from a stroke of 
apoplexy. There had not been any premonitory 
symptoms, so far as we can learn, and as the 
deceased was only 58 and had been carrying on 
his usual occupations up to the preceding 
night, his death must be described as terribly 
sudden. Mr. Pinn was a universal favourite. 
Unfailing good nature and perpetual helpfulness 
were his distinguishing traits. In everything 
connected with this Settlement he took the 
keenest interest, and his services, hearty and 
untiring, were always at the disposal of any 
public undertaking. Not many men so 
genuine, so benevolent, and so unselfish are to | 
be found. The void he leaves in this com- 
munily will long be palpable. The fueeral 
takes piace this afternddon, leaving the Catholic 
Church at 4.30 p.m. 
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POLITICAL TOPICS. , 
sa 

Viscount Shinagawa returned to Tokyo on 
the afternoon of Saturday last. A representative 
of the Chuo, the organ of Viscount Shinagawa’s 
Party, was specially despatched to Yokohama 
to meet him. Nothing of particular importance, 
however, could be learned from the Viscount, 
who, moreover, was alone and not in company 
with Count Matsukata, as had been predicted 
in certain quarters. Asked whether the Count 
would return to Tokyo shortly, the Viscount 
shook his head and told his interviewer that the 
ex-Premier intended to stay in Kyoto for some 
time, although on agcount of the illness of one of 
his children, the family wished him to come back. 
With regard to Marquis Ito’s rumoured journey 
to Russia and the Cabinet changes incidental to 
it, the Viscount laughed heartily, and, pointing 
to a caricature in a Kyoto paper he had with 
him, said that he did not know whether the 
blank in a Jottery advertised there was to fall to 
the share of Count Kuroda or of Connt Matsu- 
kata. He added that he had called on Count 
Inouye at Okitsu, but, learning that the Count 
was not receiving visitors on account of a cold 
from which he suffered, he did not press for a 
meeting, having no particular business to dis- 
cuss. A comical blunder occurred at Kyoto in 
connexion with the resignation of Viscount 
Nomura. Viscount Shinagawa received a tele- 
graphic message from the ex-Home Minister 
to the effect that the latter had arrived at his 
villa in Odawara. A few bours afterwards, a 
friend called on the Viscount in Kyoto, and 
with asad face, showed him a telegram just 
received from Tokyo, which said, ‘“‘ the Home 
Minister has died” (Naimu datjin shiésu). 
Though not attaching implicit credence to the 
alarming intelligence, the Viscount was con- 
siderably perturbed, and, turuing to a priest of 
the Hongwan Temple that happend to be there, 
told him that should the news prove authen- 
tic, a telegram had better be sent to the Lord 
Abbot of the Temple, then staying in Tokyo, 
desiring him to prolong his stay in the city so 
that he might officiate at the funeral of 
the deceased. A few hours later, another 
telegram came from Viscount Nomura, and 


it was then made clear that by an oversight 


on the part of the telegraph officials, the word 


“Jisu” to resign, had been made “ shishu,” 


which means “ to die,” owing to the omission of 
the migoré from the syllable “shi.” 

The Tokyo papers transcribe from a Kyoto 
local journal an account of an interview be- 
tween a representative of the latter and Count 
Matsukata. The ex-Premier told the interviewer 
that his meeting with Viscount Shinagawa had 
been of an entirely personal nature, the two 


statesmen not having seen each other for some 


time, and that, even supposing it to have 
more or less political meaning, as many 
persons alleged, no particular consequence 
could ensue from it, as men are not so easily 
induced to alter the resolutions they have once 
formed. The Count was dissatisfied, according 
to the interviewer's story, with the delay in con- 
summating the new Treaty of Commerce and 
Navigation with China. Nearly a year had 
elapsed, he said, since the conclusion of the 
Shimonoseki Treaty, yet intelligence that the 
commercial treaty was in process of negotiation 
had been received only quite recently. The 
Government seems to view the affair as of less 
importance than the alliance with the Liberals, 
whereas the Count considered that the rapid 
development of industrial and other enterprises 
in Japan was of immense importance, and 
ought to inspire the liveliest satisfaction. He 
expressed the hope that, although amid so large 
a number of enterprises there might be some 
of a bubble character, the Government would 
exercise due discrimination and not pursue a 
repressive policy because of a few speculative 
undertakings. 

Rumours are rife as to the probable recipient 
of the portfolio of the Department of Home 
Affairs, now temporarily held by His Excellency 
the Minister of Justice. The latest forecast 
made by the vernacular papers is that either the 
Minister of Justice or the Minister of Communi- 


tions will be Viscount Nomura’s successor, and 
that, in the former event, Viscount Kawase, 
Privy Councillor and ex-Japanese Representa- 
tive to the Court of St. James, will receive the 
portfolio of Communications. At any rate, as 
we explained in a recent issue, changes in the 
personne? of the Home Department, consequent 
upon Viscount Nomura’s resignation, are in- 
evitable. Already Mr. Egi, Director of the Local 
Administration Bureau, has been appointed 
Governor of Ibaraki Prefecture, and the vacant 
post will, it is confidently believed, be given to 
Mr. Tsuzuki, now Director of the Public Works 
Bureau, the latter being succeeded by Mr. 


Furuichi, Engineer-in-chief of the Department. 


Governor Miura of Tokyo, who has become 
very unpopular since the water pipes fraud case, 
is likely to be relieved of his office and succeeded 
by Mr. Funakoshi Matinoru, a Court Councillor. 
Mr. Funakoshi is on intimate terms with the 
present acting Home Minister, who is said to 
have recommended him to the Premier. 











THE TOKYO DRAMATIC & MUSICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


Se gto eas —-> ie sis hsineeie gs es 
The following prospectus has been issued in 


Tokyo :— 


It has been thought desirable to form an ase 


sociation, to be called ‘fhe Tukyo Dramatic and 
Musical Association,” whose objects shall be to 


provide occasional entertainment for the come 
munity, and lo assist at times in the support of 


deserving charities. 
For years past, periodical calls have been made 


upon the ability and generosity of the foreign re- 


sidents of all nationalities, by which means social 
recreation has been furthered, and considerable 
aid has been given to worthy objects. 
tory efforts in this divection have necessitated, at 
each time, fresh preparations, uew outlays of work 
and money, and have nade larger demands upon 
the liberality of patrons and supporters than would 
have been needed had an organized society, pro- 
vided with the proper facilities, been in existence. 
Moreover, the ladies and gentlemen who have 
been active in promoting past entertainments are 
desirous of transfetring the properties that remain 
from those entertainments to a permanent society, 
such as that here proposed. 

Should an association be formed, it could take 
proper care of these properties; it could secure 
suitable premises, at a reasonable cost, in which 
dramatic, musical, or combined entertainments 
could be given; it could obtain necessary 
dramatic and musical literature; could clioose fit- 


ling seasons for performances; arrange with its 


members and with other peisons to take part in 


the entertainments, and could deteunine the col- 


lection and distribution of its funds. 

If general approval should meet the proposition 
here made, it is thought that a moderate yearly 
subscription from each of its supportets, amount- 
ing to, say, six yes, would be sufficient to maintain 
the current expenses of the association. 


We need scarcely offer any comment in sup- 


port of this proposal. Ifit is successfully carried 
out, as we do not doubt that it will be, in view 
of the support already promised, it will add 
greatly to the amusements of the capital, and 
assist in bringing people together. There is 
plenty of dramatic and musical talent in Tokyo. 

A meeting of the promoters of the Tokyo 
Dramatic and Musical Association was held 
on Monday at 4 p.m. in the Imperial Hotel, 
Tokyo, and was attended by nearly all the lead- 
ing foreign residents of the capital. His Ex- 
cellency Baron d’Anethan having been voted to 
the chair, the meeting resolved, nem. con., that 
a society, called the Tokyo Dramatic and Musi- 
cal Association, be formed, on the bases laid 
down in the prospectus, of which a copy was 
published in these columns on the 8th instant, 
and that a Committee of nine, four ladies and 
five gentlemen, be elected, and entrusted with 
the duty of appointing a President of the 
Association and of drawing up rules which 
should remain in force until the next annual 
meeting. The Committee chosen consisted of 
Marchioness Oyama, Madame La Baronne 
d’Anethan, Mrs. Sannomiya, Mrs. Blakiston, 
Count de Pourtales, Mr. Lowther, Mr. von 
Treutler, Dr. MacCauley, and Mr. Conder, re- 
presenting six nationalities. 
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THE “ NICH! NICHI" & 17HE HOME 


DEPARTMENT. 
—_——__—__@—-————— 
The Niché Nichi publishes two long notes 


intended to convey to the public a clear insight 
into the recent history of the Home Depart- 
ment. 
crepancy of views that occurred between Marquis 
Ito on one side, and Marquis Yamagata and 
Count Inouye on the other, when question 
arose in the Cabinet as to the date of putting into 
operation the new Local Government system 


It commences by reference to a dis- 


based on that of Germany. Marquis Yama- 
gata, Count Inouye, and Viscounts Nomura 
and Shinagawa stoutly maintained the advis- 
ability of speedy enforcement, while Marquis 
Ito, supported by the late Viscuunt Inouye 
and by Baron Ito, was equally desirous of 
postponing the change. However, the ma- 
jority being on the side of enforcement, 
Marquis Ito and his fellow-thinkers were over- 
ruled, and the Urban and Rural Systems 
were drawn up and promulgated, with some 
slight modifications by way of concession to the 
views of the minority; as, for example, that the 
Headmen of Districts should be nominated by 
the Government from among three candidates 
elected by the people. Marquis Yamagata’s 
tenure of the portfolio of Home Affairs was 
comparatively long, and this fact supplemented 
by his prestige, made his influence strongly 
feltin the Department. Subsequently, Count 
Inouye, Marquis Saigo, Viscount Shinagawa and 
Viscount Nomura held the portfolio in succes- 
sion. But none of them occupied the position so 
long as Marquis Yamagata did. On the other 
hand, the holders of the subordinate posts had 
remained unchanged, so that the Ministers were 
under the necessity of relying on their juniors 
in dealing with Departmental affairs. In short, 
the bureaucratic system gradually became 
established inthe Department. Ableashe was, 
even Count Inouye himself could not eliminate 
this evil, and it grew by degrees more and more 
serious while the Department was presided 
over by his successors. By the time that 
Viscount Nomura was installed in the chair, 
bureaucracy was carried to such an extent 
that the Minister may be said to have been 
@ mere puppet in the hands of his subordi- 
nates, The fact chagrined him keenly, and 
Marquis Yamagata, learning of the state of 
affairs, is said to have specially summoned the 
chiefs of bureaux and admonished them against 
such an illegitimate exercise of functions. To 
show how independently they conducted them- 
selves towards their Minister, it is said that a 
telegraphic message from Head-quarters at 
Hiroshima, in connection with the “ Howie 
Case” became known to Viscount Nomura for 
the first time when the Foreign Office and the 
Naval Department, to each of which, as well as 
to the Home Department, the message had 
been simultaneously transmitted from Hiro- 
shima, proposed that the three Depurtments 
hold a consultation on the subject. Again, 
when the Governor of Yamaguchi Prefecture, 
made a representation to the Central Office as to 
the advisability of bringing Moji within the juris- 
diction of Yamaguchi Prefecture, the Chief of 
the Local Administration Bureau, instead of plac- 
ing the matter before the Minister, at once refer- 
red it to the Governor of Fukuoka Prefecture, 
instructing him to submit his views on the sub- 
ject. It was only when public opinion in the 
latter Prefecture became so loud as to attract 
general attention that the Minister of Home 
Affairs became cognisant of the proposal. Such 
a method of conducting business constituted 
one of the standing evils of the HomeDepartment, 
There was also another serious defect, namely,a 
tendency to consider Departmental affairs from 
a purely legal point of view. This was chiefly 
because the leading officials, being comparative- 
ly young and inexperienced, lacked administra- 
tive talent, however capable they may have been 
as councillors. To such lengths did they push 
their fondness for the letter of the law, that the 


Department came to be regarded as a judicial 


tribunal rather than an administrative office. 


All these serious defects must be completely 
removed. The Micht Nické then discusses 
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who, among the eligible statesmen, is best suit- 
ed to undertake the management of the Depart- 
ment. It mentions three candidates, namely, 
Marquis Yamagata, Count Mutsu, and Mr. 
Shirane, Minister of Communications. The 
first is well adapted in virtue of his prestige 
and experience, the second on account his 
readiness and abilities, and the third because 
of his experience and intellectual vigour. 


Our readers may remember that when the 
Fifi Shimpo and other journals were discover- 
ing elaborate reasons for Viscount Nomura’s 
resignation, and explaining how the relations 
between the Cabinet and the Liberals had 
rendered his position untenable, we questioned 
the correctness of their explanations and said 
thal, according to our own information, difficul- 
ties within the Department itself lead to the Mini- 
ster’sretirement. The Nicht Nichi Shimbun’s 
very explicit exposé of the situation confirms our 
statement. Indeed, when Count Inouye took 
the portfolio of Home Affairs several years ago, 
it was well understood that Departmental reor- 
ganization would occupy a large share of his 
attention. Mention may further be made of an 
interesting discrepancy now made evident 
between the views attributed to Viscount No- 
mura by certain vernacular journals, and the 
views actually entertained by him according 
to the Micht Nicht Shimbun. It appears 
that when the Local Government system 
was introduced, Viscount Nomura sided 
with Count Inouye in advocating a thorough 
measure of loca] autonomy, and that the proviso 
reserving to the Government the power of nomi- 
nating district. Headmen, instead of their being 
elected by the people, was a concession made 
by Viscount Nomura and his fellow-thinkers to 
their conservative opponents, Yetthe abolition 
of this proviso is the very reform inability to 
prevent which is reported to have been a chief 
cause of the Viscount’s recent resignation |! 
Evidently the folks that went so far afield for an 
explanation wandered considerably off the true 
route. Reading between the lines of the Michi 
Nichi Shimbun’s article, it would seem that Mr. 
Shirane, now Minister of State for Communica- 
tions, will probably be Viscount Nomura’s suc- 
cessor. In that event it is possible that the 
portfolio of Communications may fall to Baron 
Ito Miyoji. 


comparatively small, the average for the last 
three years in the two arsenals of Tokyo and 
Osaka being only 2,950 tons of cast iron, 450 
tons of wrought ion, and 697 tons of steel, the 
total. cost being 366,000 yen. The Tokyo 
Arsenal is chiefly employed for manufacturing 
arms and that of Osaka for casting projectiles. 
By far the largest quantity of iron is used in the 
construction of railways. The total mileage of 
lines already laid down, and lines for which 
charters had been granted up to the end of last 
year, was 2,637 miles approximately, and the 
quantity of iron used for rails, bridges, locomo- 
tives, and so forth, aggregated more than 
430,000 tons and cost over 30,600,000 yen. 
Even excluding from the account railways to be 
hereafter laid—which will certainly represent a 
large figure—and confining the estimate to 
lines already constructed, the quantity of iron 
required annually for re-laying the rails is about 
17,220 tons, and the cost 1,220,000 yen, onthe 
generally accepted basis that a railway requires 
relaying every 25 years. Ship-building also 
consumes no small quantity of iron in Japan. 
The number of ships built during. the 5 years 
ending in 1894, according to the register pre- 
served in the Shipping Control Bureau of the 
Department of Communications, was 147, an 
average of 29.4 per year, and the total displace- 
ment of these vessels was 3,023 tons. Assum- 
ing that in the case of an iron ship, 79.5 
per cent. of the displacement is of iron, Mr. 
Wada concludes that the iron used for ship- 
building purposes during the above period 
of 6 years was 5,335 tons, or an average of 1,067 
tons per annum, a quantity that will be greatly 
increased hereafler owing (o the development of 
Japanese maritime enterprise. There are other 
forms in woich iron is largely imported into 
Japan, namely, in pigs, the average under that 
heading during the past five years being 84,987 
tons and the cost 1,620,700 yén ; in machinery, 
average cost 3,633,675 yen; andin ships, ve- 
hicles, etc., which yearly make a billof 1,629,870 
yen. Altogether, Mr. Wada concludes that the 
average quantity of iron annually imported into 
Japan may roughly be put at100,000 tons. He 
thinks that, in view of the contemplated ex- 
pansion of the Navy and the Army, and also of 
the rapid development of industrial and other 
enterprises, the total iron hereafter needed in 
the country may safely be estimated at 150,000 
tons. Turning to the question of the home 
supply of iron, Mr. Wada does not pretend to 
speak accurately, for he believes thatthe neces- 
sary surveys have not extended to more than 
one-tenth of the iron bearing strata of the whole 
country. Nevertheless, very encouraging results 
have been obtained. The best mine thus far 
discovered is that of Kamaishi in Iwate Prefec- 
ture, which, according to Prof. Noro and an- 
other expert, is capable of yielding about 29 
million tons. The Sennin Mine, also in the 
same Prefecture, is supposed to contain half a 
million tons, and the Akaiwa Minein Niigata Pre- 
fecture isput down for1,360,000tons. Many other 
mines have also been discovered in Iwaki, Shina- 
no, Kyushu,and so forth. In short, Japan may be 
considered as one of the richest iron-yielding 
countries in the world. Moreover, the ore found 
here is not inferior in quality to the imported 
metal. Already the Osaka Arsenal has substitut- 
ed home made cast iron for imported. The 
Arsenal has further found that Japanese iron 
can be made into steel of quality already so ex- 
cellent that it is expected, by and by, to excel 
the imported article. The results of experi- 
ments, conducted at the Yokosuka Dock-yard 
confirm those obtained in the Arsenal, By 
substituting Japanese iron for imported there 
would be a great saving of expense even in the 
matter of transportation, for the freight of cast- 
iron represents 75 per cent. of ils cost, that of 
wrought iron, 27 per cent., and that of steel, 
about 40 per cent. 





































































disturbance in the price of materials and the 
rate of wages inseparable from the initia- 
tion of a big enterprise in such a remote 
district. That, by proper management, the 
business could be successfully carried on is 
amply proved by the present proprietor of the 
Kamaishi Foundry, who commenced the busi- 
ness on a small scale at first and has gradually 
extended it to the present scope. As to the 
method how the State Foundry, to be initiated 
very soon, should be carried on, Mr. Wada is of 
opinion that foreign experts should be made to 
take it in charge during the first four or five years, 
and that the work shonld be continued after- 
wards by Japanese alone. 
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OPIUM SMOXING IN FORMOSA. 
— —_—_—_—_@- 

The Metropolitan papers describe the reas 
sons that have inclined the Japanese Authori- 
ties (o license opium smoking conditionally in 
Formosa, the facts of the statement having 
emanated, it is said, from Mr. Mizuno, Chief of 
the Bureau of Civil Affairs in the new dominion. 

The question of opium smoking greatly per- 
plexed the Japanese Authorities at first, one 
party insisting that the vicious practice should 
be summarily forbidden, while another held 
that it should be restricted by the imposition of a 
virtually prohibitive tax, At the outset the former 
opinion obtained greater vogue than the latter, 
not only in Formosa but also in Japan, where 
Surgeon-General Baron Ishiguro and others 
advocated total prohibition. Subsequent in- 
Quiries én loco went to show that any heroic 
measure would involve serious results, even 
supposing it to be practicable, which was highly 
doubtful. It would be virtually impossible 
to totally prevent the smuggling of opium, for 
Formosa is surrounded by sea, and the junks 
that daily reach or leave the island are counted 
by thousands. Under such circumstances, there 
is evidently no hope of completely precluding the 
import of the drug, especially when itis remeim- 
bered that, even at home in Japan, opium is 
sunggled, despite the vigilance of the customs of- 
ficials and the facilities they possess. In addition 
to the almost insuperable difficulty of checking 
the import, it is certain that to enforce such 
a drastic measure would produce evil con- 
sequences. The Authorities are said to be of the 
opinion that a prohibitive policy would cause 
an insurrection, and that the Government mast 
be prepared to put to death at least a fifth part 
of the population of the island, assuming the 
total to be three millions approximately. The 
naturalization of the Lia family, now in Tokyo, 
affords a very good example. Some of the 
members were obliged to leave their parents 
or other near relatives at home, because the 
latter, thinking that, if they came*to Japan, 
they would be forbidden the use of opium, 
and that to discontnue their long acquired 
habit would hasten the period of death, resolved 
to stay at home even at the cost of separating, 
perhaps for ever, from their near kinsmen. It 
is said that in the face of such a significant ex- 
ample Surgeon-General Ishiguro himself with- 
drew his original contention, The Formosan 
Authorities have therefore consulted on the sub- 
ject with the Sanitarv Bureau of the Department 
of Home Affairs, and have decided, if is said, 
to issue special licenses to persons declared by 
competent medical practitioners to be confirmed 
opium smokers. Sellers of the drug will also 
be licensed. 

We may add here that the Governor-General’s 
Bureau has issued a notification warning the 
natives against selling or giving opium, or 
opium-pipes, to Japanese, the violation of this 
veto being punishable with death. 

It is atremendous problem that the Japanese 
have set themselves to solve in Formosa; a 
problem that the British Government in Hong- 
kong has quietly left untouched. The use of 
opium being strictly prohibited in Japan, it is 
obvious that the prohibition can not be relaxed 
in an island now forming an integral part of the 
Japanese empire. On the other hand, to carry 
the prohibition into sudden and strict effect in 
the case of Chinese that have been smoking 
the drug too long to abandon the practice 





DEMAND AND SUPPLY OF IRON 
IN ¥APAN. 
+ 


Mr. Wada Tsunashiro, ex-Director of the 
Mining Bureau, writes on the topic of “ An 
Iron Foundry in Japan,” in the latest number of 
the Zaiyo. We extract the gist of his remarks. 

The demand for iron in Japan is chiefly for 
purposes of ship-building, the manufacture of 
arms and projectiles, and the laying of railways. 
According to the average of the last three 
years, the total quantity of iron used in the 
various dock-yards under control of the Ad- 
miralty was 2,373 tons, costing about 174,700 
yen. Of that quantity steel constituted more 
than one-half, namely 1,240 tons, costing 84.91 
yen per ton, the remainder being made up of 
cast and wrought iron nearly in equal propor- 
tion, the average cost of the former being 
31.43 ven, and of the latter 86 yen, per ton. 
Further, in the naval arsenals there was 
used, during the same period, an average of 
about 530 tons yearly, in which cast and 
wrought iron predominated. It is true that men- 
of-war are generally ordered abroad, but it is 
also true that not a few have been built at home, 
with imported materials. Thus of 19 vessels 
added to the Navy since 1885, 12 were built 
in Japan, the iron employed tor the purpose 
aggregating 28,575 tons and costing about 
4,370,000 yen. Again, 1,162 tons were requir- 
ed for building 22 torpedo-boats, the cost 
of that quantity of iron being 180,000 yen. In 
the casting of large-arm projectiles and so 
forth 4,697 tons of iron were employed, costing 
1,260,000 yen. Putting the last three of these 
items together, the total iron used since 1885 be- 
comes 34,434 tons, and its cost 5,810,000 yen. 

In the Army the quantity of iron used is 


The last point discussed by the essayist is 
whether there is a hope of conducting the 
foundry business with profit in Japan. The 
failure that the Government made many years 
ago at Kamaishi is ascribed by him to the pre- 
matureness of the enterprise on a scale such 
as that officially projected, and also to the 
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without serious detriment to their health, 
would be a terrible cruelty. An interdict 
against the use of tobacco in an English 
colony would be even less painfully felt. Doubt- 
less the course said to be contemplated by the 
Japanese will find advocates, under the circtm- 
stances. Yet it certainly bears.a somewhat un- 
practical aspect. The idea of examining a man 
medically to discover whether he is hopelessly 
addicted to a certain vice, and then, if he is 
pronounced incorrigible, granting him a license 
to pursue his evil ways, sounds peculiar. But 
what is to be done? One thing is certain, 
namely, that this administrative experiment will 
be watched with the keenest interest. If the 
Japanese, by legislative and executive measures, 
ultimately sacceed in putting a stop to the habit 
of opium-smoking among the Chinese in For- 
mosa, the Chinese Government will no longer 
have any grounds of complaint against British 
importers of opium into the Middle Kingdom, 
for it will then be plain that similar legislative 
and executive measures, if employed in China, 
would produce similar results despite the import. 

It has been journalistically noted, we observe, 
that since the import of opium is permitted by 
China’s Treaties with foreign Powers, Japan 
will not be competent to exclude the drug from 
Formosa; and, further, that if the Japanese 
Authorities attempt to impose any restrictions on 
the use of opium by the Chinese in Formosa, 
they will be violating the treaties, since the latter 
guarantee the sale of foreign imports against all 
official interference within China’s dominions. 
Neither of these arguments has any force: 
China’s treaties with foreign Powers ceased to 
have any validity as regards Formosa after the 
latter became a port of the Japanese empire. 
In point of fact, the Japanese Government has 
already conveyed to the Treaty Powers the fol- 
lowing notice :— 

(1) Subjects or citizens of a country having a treaty of 
commerce and navigation with the Empire of Japan, shall 
be entitled to live and carry on commercial transactions at 
Tamsui, Kelung, Anping, fainan, and Taku, and Chinese 
junks owned by such subjects or citizens shall be allowed 
to enter and clear at the above places, carrying cargo. 

(2) With due regard for the special conditions existing 
in the island, the provisions of all treaties of commerce and 
navigation and of all conventions between Japan and the 
afore-mentioned Powers, shall be extended as far as pos- 
sible'to the subjects or citizens of those Powers now residing 
in Formosa or hereafter repaicing thither ; provided always 
that persons enjoying such privileges must observe the 
laws and regulations in force in the island. 

It will thus be apparent—as indeed every re- 
flecting person must know—that the treaties 
applicable to foreigners in Formosa are not the 
treaties between China and Foreign Powers but 
the treaties between Japan and foreign Powers. 
Hence opium will henceforth be admitted into 
Formosa for medical purposes only, and pre- 
sumably the unhappy persons pronounced by 
medical experts to be incorrigible smokers will 
obtain the means of prosecuting their vicious 
habits by drafts upon the supplies of medical 
opium. But that, too, is a curious aud interesting 
question. From a fiscal point of view, also, 
the problem has much importance, for out of 
the total import trade of 4,773,176 Hk. Tls. at 
Tamsui and Tainan, in 1894, opium figured for 
2,331,056 Hk. Tls. or nearly 50 per cent. We 
do not imagine, however, that the loss of revenue 
will be allowed to greatly influence the decision 
of the Japan Authorities, and we may add, for 
our own part, that we doubt whether a hard 
and fast decision, such as the vernacular news- 
paper indicate, has yet been reached on the 
whole question. 





QUESTIONS. 

Lee eee 
In no quarter of the globe do more interest- 
ing and intricate problems of international law 
present themselves than in the Far East. Con- 
sider, for example, the case of Formosa. Evi- 
dently when Formosa was incorporated in the 
dominions of Japan by right of conquest, fo- 
reigners ceased to have any title to reside and 
trade there under the provisions of treaties be- 
tween China and Western Powers. Such treaties 
lost all operative value so soon as Formosa, 
passing out of China’s possession, no longer 
formed part of the empire within which alone 
the treaties were originally designed to have 


force. On the other hand, it will be assumed 
at first sight that, so soon as the island was in- 
corporated in the dominions of Japan, it came 
within the scope of the commercial treaties be- 
tween Japan and Western Powers. That would 
undoubtedly be true were the treaties applic- 
able to the Japanese empire in general. But 
they are not thus applicable. Their applica- 
tion is limited to certain designated places— 
the treaty ports—and, consequently, to assert 
that Formosa, merely by becoming a dominion 
of Japan’s, falls, de facfo, within the purview of 
the treaties is an obvious misapprehension. It 
does not fall within the purview of the treaties 
any more than Shikoku, or the Bonin Islands 
do, where no open ports exist. In short, to 
render Formosa accessible to foreign trade and 
residence special negotiations would be neces- 
sary, unless Japan herself took the unsolicited 
initiative of declaring the island accessible. 
She has taken that initiative: she has intimat- 
ed officially that Tamsui, Kelung, Anping, and 
Taku shall be henceforth open for purposes of 
foreign commerce, and that the provisions of 
her commercial treaties with Western Powers 
shall be, as far as possible, extended to those 
places. But readers of the official notification 
in that sense addressed to the foreign Powers 
can not fail to observe the saving clause ‘‘as 
far as possible,” and the proviso that foreigners 
availing themselves of the privileges thus ex- 
tended to them, must observe the laws and re- 
gulations in force in Formosa. In fact, speak- 
ing strictly, Western people visiting or inhabit- 
ing the above four settlements in Formosa for 
trading purposes, can not claim there any privi- 
leges secured by treaty, but are merely entitled 
to enjoy privileges voluntarily extended to them 
by Japan; and it follows, as a matter of course, 
that they are under the obligation of observing 
whatever conditions Japan may choose to altach 
to those privileges. We do not suppose that 
there will be any practical reason to raise this 
question : its interest for the moment is purely 
academical. Japan may be trusted to show all 
possible liberality in disposing of the affair. 
But we are not aware that history furnishes any 
precedent applicable to the case; any precedent 
indicating what obligations ozs-d-vis foreigners 
accompany transfers of territory by conquest 
from one to the other of two States whose inter- 
coorse with the outer world is restricted by ex- 
traterritorial stipulations. 

Another example is connected with the re- 
cently settled Chishima-Ravenna case. Had 
the circumstances of the collision been ex- 
amined by a British Court of Law, and had the 
Ravenna been adjuged in fault, the damages 
awarded to the owners of the war-ship could 
not have greatly exceeded one-third of her cost, 
according to English law, which limits such 
damages to £8 per ton. Now the question 
suggests itself, has a Treaty Power competence 
to impose any limitation of the kind. Great 
Britain’s rights of jurisdiction within Japanese 
territory are acquired by treaty. If she sub- 
stitutes her own tribunals for Japan’s in suits 
where the latter’s subjects are piaintiffs, it would 
seem that she is bound to provide the same 
measure of reparation that British subjects are 
entitled to receive from a Japanese tribunal. 
The Chishima-Ravenna collision occurred in 
Japanese territorial waters. Why should a 
British Court trying the case in Japan be de- 
barred from awarding to the owners of the CAs- 
shima as full compensation as the Ravenna’s 
owners might obtain from a Japanese Court? 
This is another problem not unworthy of the 
attention that will some day be bestowed by 
curious students of international law on the 
strange history of Eastern and Western rela- 
tions under the treaties now approaching their 
demise. 





THE UNITED STATES LEGATION IN| P*¥poses! 


TOKYO. 


—_—_—_______ 

We observe that on January 14th, the United 
States Senate confirmed the appointments of 
Mr. J. R. Herod as First Secretary of the United 
States Legation in Japan, and of Mr. Stephen 
Bonsal as Second Secretary. 
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FOKOHAMA'S TELEGRAPHIC 
SERVICE. 


The Fapan Gaseste, in. order to justify the 
false position in which it has placed the fair- 
minded portion of the subscribers to the new 
Telegram scheme, reverts to its account of the 
insulting reception accorded to its proposal last 
month for an increased service. What the 
Gasetie did was to apply through a third party 
to the Manager of the Mail, and what it now 
does is to build up a grievance on a version of 
the Manager's answer as conveyed by that third 
party. Why did not the editor of the Gasetse 
apply direct to the editor of the Alai#/, instead 
of addressing himself to a subordinate through 
the medium of a third party? His so-called 
proposal, coming in such a manner, and 
being in itself preposterous, never reached the 
ears of the editor of the Mas/: it was not 
counted serious. Under any circumstances, 
what has that event to do with the Gazette's 
present altitude? While the “insult” was still 
fresh in its mind, it invited the AMaé/ to join the 
new scheme on prohibitive terms, and when the 
Mail demurred to be thus grossly imposed 
upon, the Gaseffe fell back upon the “insult” 
as a pretext for refusing the Méasl's cOoperation 
altogether. 

The Gasetfe, further, confesses naively that 
“if the Maél were to come in we could not 
afford to spend any money, 80 that we should 
have all the trouble and the Mas/ all the bene- 
fits, and the community would be no better off.” 
We do not attempt to elicit any consecutive 
meaning from that declaration. In the first 
place, if the Gasefte could not afford to spend 
any money, then it would be out of the scheme, 
and therefore it could not possibly “have all 
the trouble.” In the second, the Mas? could 
not have ‘all the benefits” since the Gasesfe 
would have the privilege of publishing an equal 
number of telegrams at first hand though paying 
a third less than the Afatl, And in the third 
place, the community would certainly be better 
off, since the accession of the Fapan Mail 
would increase the service of telegrams by one- 
fourth. But though not professing to decipher 
the whole of the Gasetée’s meaning, we do ap- 
prehend one point.very clearly, namely, the 
assertion that the Gaseffe ‘‘could not afford 
to pay any money if the Magi came in.’ 
That is to say, the Gaseffe must have the 
service to itself or it can not afford to pay 
anything for it. Such an admission is delight- 
ful, coming on the top of the charges per- 
petually preferred by the Zapan Gasesse against 
the Fapan Mail in the past, that the Mail 
monopolized the telegrams for which it alone 
paid and refused to let other journals cOoperate. 
If the Gasefée can not afford to cdoperate 
with the Mail now, why should the Mail 
have afforded to cOoperate with the Gaseffe 
in the past? But in truth the Mas] was never 
unwilling to cdoperate. It did actually cé- 
operate with the Advertiser, and did actually 
consent to cOoperate with the Gasef/e, an 
arrangement prevented solely by the Gase/te's 
unreadiness to share the cost on equal terms, 

As to the Mazsl’s ‘‘ piteously pleading to share 
in the Fapdn Gasetse's project,” that is really 
too comical. The Mag/ was invited by Reuter’s 
Agent, at the instigation of the Gaseffe, to share 
in the project, on monstrously unjust terms. The 
editor of the Mail perceived at once what was 
intended, but determined to pursue the matter 
until the real source of obstruction could be 
clearly demonstrated. That has been done 
now. It is definitely established that, the sole 
obsiructor of newspaper cOoperation in this 
settlement is the Fapan Gasetfe—the same 
Fapan Gasette that for years had been falsely 
accusing the Japan Mail of refusing to com- 
bine with its contemporaries for telegraphic 
At same time, our own perfect 
willingness to cOoperate has been shown with 
equal distinctness, We are content to let the 
matter rest at that. 
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VISCOUNT MIURA & TRE FAPANESE having been caciied out, heis recalled and allowed 


GOVERNMENT. 
ES ESSE 
The North China Daily News adheres 
steadily to its often repeated assertion that in 
planning and assisting the coup défat of Oct. 
the 8th in Séul, including the murder of the 
Queen, Viscount Miura acted in compliance 
with instructions from the Government in To- 
kyo. There is not the most shadowy sem- 
blance of doubt about our Shanghai contem- 
porary’s utterances. It writes with absolute 
assurance. ‘‘ Viscount Miura,” it says, ‘‘ was 
summoned from his retirement by Count 
Inouye for a special purpose, and that pur- 
pose having been carried out, he is recalled 
and allowed to go back to the study of Budd- 
hism to which he has devoted some years of his 
life, not, it would seem, with much advantage 
to his humanity.” 


Even when such a terrible accusation is in 
question, it sounds almost comical to hear Count 
Inouye suspected of the action so confidently 
attributed to him by the Jvorth China Daily 
News. Of coursethere would be no justice inex- 
pecting a Shanghai newspaper to be well inform- 
ed about Japanese affairs. But there is some 
reason to look for discrimination in the colamns 
of an important paper. Cannot the editor of 
our contemporary command sufficient lucidity 
of perception to understand the kind of charac- 
ter that he assigns to the Japanese Government, 
the crass stupidity, the fatuous folly, that he 
inferentially declares to be its chief attributes 
when he accuses it of sending a Minister to 
Korea to contrive and carry out an affair 
like that of October the 8th? If there were one 
thing better calculated than another to im- 
pair Japan’s influence in Korea, to destroy her 
reputation there, to embarrass her relations with 
European Powers interested in the fate of the 
peninsula, and to defeat the aim she has in 
view, that thing would be to conceive and bring 
about an act of violence and lawlessness strik- 
ingly inconsistent with the civilization that she 
professes to promote. The Ito Cabinet might 
fairly be charged with lunacy if it attempted 
anything of the sort, and the Ito Cabinet is not 
at all demented. 


As for the Shanghai journal’s further asser- 
tion that the Hiroshima law court discharged 
not judicial but executive functions when it re- 
leased the Viscount, the same argument as the 
above applies. If the Japanese Government, 
having planned all those subtle and audacious 
movements in Sdul, intended to cap the dis- 
graceful programme by using improper in- 
fluence with the Hiroshima tribunal, can any 
one imagine that the presiding Judge would 
have been allowed to deliver a judgement self- 
stultifying to the verge of absurdity? Apart 
from any consideration of morality, the Japan- 
ese Government is quite too clever to commit 
such egregious blunders. Did the slightest 
warrant exist for suspecting the Tokyo Cabinet 
of complicity with Viscount Miura’s crime, the 
politicians of the Opposition would have framed 
a damning indictment longago. But they lack 
the insight into Japanese affairs that the editor 
of a Shanghai newspaper possesses. 








COUNT MIURA. 
—— 


We find this paragraph in the North China 
Daily News :— 


Tie Fapan Mail las the hardihood to assert 
that Viscount Miura’s “ acquittal seems entirely 
consonant with the dictates of justice. © " " ° 
The simple fact is that the attempt to prove Vis- 
count Miura a criminal bas failed, and he remains 
nothing more than a very reckless diplomatic 
blunderer. Deprivation of office and permanent 
retirement from public life are the only penalties 
that can be inflicted for such an offence, and their 
infliction definitely dissociates the Japanese Go- 
vernment from all participation in the acts of its 
agent,” This is a barefaced attempt to hood-wink 
the public. Viscount Miura was not in the dip- 
lomatic service: he was an ex-military officer, 
who had retired for some years from public life. 
He was summoned from his retirement by Count 
Inouye for a special purpose, aud that purpose, 
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to yo back to the study of Buddhism to which he 
has devoted some years of his life, not, it would 
seem, with much advantage to his humanity. 
There is no penalty here that we can see, but the 
world now knows that a Japanese Minister may 
conspire successfully to kill the Queen at the Court 
to which he is accredited, and do it with impunity. 
If our Shanghai contemporary cared to be just, 
it would have noted that the comments quoted 
by it from our columns were made before the 
text of the Hiroshima Court’s judgment had 
been published. They were made, in short, 
when we possessed telegraphic news only of the 
acquittal, whereas the Worth China Daily News 
publishes them in such a context as to delude 
ils readers into regarding them as our opinion 
of the Hiroshima Court’s extraordinary reason- 
ing. We never believed for one instant that 
Viscount Miura had hand, act, or part in the 
assassination of the Queen, and when we learned 
the bare fact of his acquittal for lack of evidence, 
it naturally seemed to us that the dictates of 
justice had been satisfied. But so soon as the 
full text of the Court’s finding reached us, our 
views underwent a radical change, and we ex- 
pressed that change in the plainest terms, 
Before our Shanghai contemporary undertakes 
to pen homilies about the conduct of foreign 
diplomats and Governments, it should endea- 
vour to show its own respect for justice by 
avoiding inaccuracies that amount to gross 
misrepresentations, 


How quaint it is, too, that we should be ac- 
cused of a ‘‘ bare-faced attempt to hood-wink 
the public” by a journal which, in the very next 
sentence, denies that Viscount Miura was in the 
diplomatic service because, forsooth, he was 
‘an ex-military officer’ before his appointment 
as Japanese representative at the Korean Court! 
What on earth does his former career matter 
for the purposes of the argument? Was he not 
a diplomatic official in his capacity of Japanese 
Minister in Sdul, and was he not, therefore, ‘‘a 
diplomatic blunderer” when he behaved as he 
did? He was also, as we now believe, a crimi- 
nal blunderer, but had he been proved innocent 
of any connivance at the Queen's murder he 
would have been simply a diplomatic blunderer : 
nothing more. He might have been a rag-mer- 
chant or ahorse-doctor before his appointment to 
a Ministerial post, but that would not have altered 
the diplomatic character of his office in Soul. 


There remains the equally disingenuous sub- 
terfuge of the Shanghai journal that because 
Viscount Miura was not serving in a public 
capacity at the time of his appointment to Korea, 
therefore to deprive him of his Ministerial post 
and banish him permanently from all chances 
of public employment was no punishment. 
How are such contentions to be dealt with 
seriously? It would be equally logical to say 
that if a non-commissioned officer were tried 
by court-martial and reduced to the ranks, 
the punishment would be insignificant because 
he had been taken originally from the ranks. 
Apparently the Worth China Daily News is 
unable to distinguish between the powers of 
the Executive and the powers of the Juadici- 
ary. The Executive can not inflict any 
penal sentence in the case of a diplomatic of- 
ficial: it can only recall him, deprive him of 
his office, and send him into permanent retire- 
ment. If, in addition to abusing the trust re- 
posed in him as an official, he has also com- 
mitted a crime bringing him within the pale of 
penal law, he must be tried according to law. 
But with that phase of his career the Executive 
has nothing to do, and to infer that because the 
Judiciary refuses to convict an official of a 
criminal offence, the Executive must there- 
fore be understood to endorse his diplomatic 
blunders, is as though one should affirm that 
because a clerk is not proved guilty of poison- 
ing his wife, therefore it must be conclud- 
ed that he was instructed by his employers 
to muddle his accounts. Let us add, to avoid 
the false deductions invariably drawn by our 
contemporaries whenever we attempt to criticise 
with discrimination instead of being abusive 
by wholesale, that we utterly disapprove of the 


















































procedure of the Hiroshima tribanal, and that 
there has been, in our opinion, a terrible mis- 


carriage of justice. But the Judiciary must 
bearthe blame. The Executive can do no more 
than it has done—recall Viscount Miura, de- 
prive of him office, and banish him permanently 
from official life. 


Probably very few people understand the 
grounds on which the Hiroshima tribunal de- 
clined to commit Viscount Miura for trial: in 
other words, they fail to understand why, after 
describing minutely how the man had instigat- 
ed murder, the Court induced itself to imagine 
that there was no evidence justifying his public 
arraignment for instigating murder. So far as 
we can ascertain, the explanation is that none 
of the persons to whom the instigation was 
addressed could be proved to have actually 
obeyed it. Somebody did kill the Queen, but 
whether that somebody had been among those 
instigated by the Minister, was not established. 
It that be the true explanation, it was an ex- 
tremely subtle administration of justice. 

Speaking of the unfortunate Queen of Korea, 
here is a curious paragraph from an American 
exchange :— 

New York, N.Y., January rath, 

A special cable dispatch to the Herald from 
Shanghai says:—A romance equalling anything 
which Rider Haggard over wrote comes from 
Séul, the capital of Korea, relating to the con- 
spiracy which broke out there last November, 
The facts are known to a few persons only, one 
being the King, and all have the strongest mo- 
tives for concealment. 

It will be remembered that on November 23 an 
unsuccessful plot culminated in an attack on the 
palace by a number of Koreans belonging to the 
Queen's party. The King and the Japanese, be- 
ing warned beforehand, posted extra guards aud 
foiled the conspirators, the object being to seize 
the Ministers, expel the Japanese, free the King 
from the lattec’s influence and restore the Queen, 
who was reputed to be dead, but who was in 
reality alive. 


The Russian Secretary of Legation was the 
leading spirit in the conspiracy and was deputed 
to convey the Queen from her place of hiding to the 
palace. The tailure of the attempt necessitated 
the keeping of the secret of the Queen being in 
existence, which is now for the first time divulged. 

When in October the Koreans aud Japanese 
broke into palace, the Queen, scenting danger, 
had hastily, without speaking to her women, 
retired in au obscure outhouse. She saw the 
bodies of her ladies-in-waiting dragged to the 
pyre prepared for them outside, and watched the 
completion of the tragedy from her hiding place. 

The Queen was concealed for an hour and a 
half, every moment expecting discovery. She fled 
at last through a secret passage to the old palace, 
and thence, after changing her dress, made her 
escape outside the walls of the city, where she 
reached a place of safety. 

When the Japanese and Koreans examined the 
chaired bodies of the women who bad been burn- 
ed, the King and some others shrewdly feigned 
that they had discovered the identity of the Queen 
in one of the victims, lest a search should reveal her 
whereabouts and lead to her murder, The Japanese 
accepted the account of the Qeen’s death as true. 

Three Koreans were strangled last week as the 
Queen’s murderers, while the trial of Viscount 
Miura and other Japanese officials is proceeding 
at Hiroshima for the murder of a woman who still 
lives. Li Han Spin, the leader of the last abortive 
plot, is in hiding here. 

An American friend who came here on the Rus- 
sian cruiser Otvajny says that Russia is using the 
supposed murder of the Queen as a weapon against 
the Japanese, although well knowing its falsity. 

The Queen has been killed by rumour twice 
before. 


Shanghai maintains the reputation it acquired 


during the war, as the greatest manufactory of 
bunders in the East. 








FAPANESE FANCY WARES IN 
LONDON. 

——-——> 

Mr. Hayashi, Japanese Consul. in London, 

reports as follows on the actual condition of the 

market for Japanese fancy wares in London :— 


England is one of the best customers for 
Japanese lacquer wares, the principal articles 
wanted there being tables, trays, placques, 
small boxes, and so forth. All the lacquer 
wares imported into England are not sold there: 
on the contrary, quite a large proportion is 
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“best customers for screens. With reference 
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real worth of the discovery. Many interesting 
experiments followed, with cocoons containing 
live as well as dead pupae. Then the cocoons 
were all sealed up and carried away by the ex- 
perts. In January, 1892, in the presence of the 
experts of the Agricultural and Commercial De- 
partment, the sealed cocoons were opened. It 
was then found that the cocoons treated by Mr. 
Ito's process had turned out a complete success, 
their lustre being very fine; while, in reeling, 
the cocoons containing the dead pupa were 
found just as good as those containing the 
live ones. The chief reason for cocoons losing 
lustre as time goes on, and then beginning to 
mould, is owing to the secretions of the pupa 
making the skin and the inner wall of the co- 
coon adhere together. It is said that Mr. Ito's 
treatment removes the ammonia contained in 
the secretion, the presence of which is the 
principal cause of mould. Thus the experi- 
nent, which had been conducted at the Tomioka 
Filature, conclusively proved the value of Mr. 
Ito’s discovery for preventing mould in cocoons. 
There were still some minor details to improve, 
but in September these were remedied and the 
experts submitted a most elaborate report upon 
Mr. Ito's process. The Fomiuri thus sums up 
the advantages to be obtained by the new me- 
thod :—1.—Cocoons preserve their lustre, and 
after the lapse of a year can be as easily reeled as 
new cocoons, 2.—The time needed for killing 
the pupa is 15 minutes, and as it hardens at once 
there is no liability of the cocoons being stained. 
3.—The cocoons treated by the new process can 
be stored in sacks. 4.—Cacoons treated by the old 
method, exposure to sun or steam, regain their 
original lustre if treated by the new process, and 
their reeling is accelerated. A factory girl who 
can reel per day 6 sho of cocoons preserved by 
the old method would be able to reel 8 sho of 
cocoons treated by Mr. Ito's process. 5.—The 
use of large store houses can be dispensed 
with, as the cocoons can now be stored in 
bags. 6.—Mouldy cocoons will partly re- 
cover their original colour when treated by the 
new process. 7.—It is possible, by Mr. Ito's 
method, to manufacture silk yarns of uniform 
lustre and colour throughout the year, and at 
the same time storage expenses can be reduced 
by one-third, the time of reeling by one-sixth, 
and the volume of good silk yarns is increased 
by one-twentieth. 8.—With regard to elasticity 
and strength, yarns produced from cocoons 
treated by the process surpass all others. The 
Tokushin-sha in Shinano was the foremost to 
avail itself of the discovery, and the Company has 
found that its profits have been increased at the 
rate of about 40 yen per package. At present 
It filatures have applied for leave to adopt the 
discovery. A significaut feature is the appli- 
cation of a certain filature in Shanghai for per- 
mission to take advantage of the discovery. 
The Fomiuri states that certain silk manufac- 
turers of Nagano and Gumma prefectures have 
started a company at Takekawacho, Tokyo, witlr 
the consent of Mr. Ito, to exploit the discovery. 


Hokkaido, but without success, and in 1882 he 
wasengaged in weaving in the Kei-Han district. 
In this he was equally unsuccessful. It was at 
this time that his attention was drawn to the 
loss sustained by weavers through the rotting 
of cocoons, caused by mould. Once interest- 
ed in the matter, he lost no time in calling 
on Mr. Ito, a well known sericulturist at Muro- 
yama, Ise, and solicited his opinion in regard to 
the problem. Mr. Ito told his visitor that the 
decay of cocoons from mould was unavoidable, 
and that he, following the process of curing tea, 
dried his cocoons by a slow fire, and in this man- 
ner succeded in lessening the percentage of loss 
toa large extent. Guided by this information, 
Mr. Ito Chuzo conducted various experiments. 
He found, however, that though the percentage 
of rotten cocoons was considerably reduced, the 
yarns made from cocoons thus fired had a 
serious defect, namely, great liability to fur. 
He concluded, therefore, that the Muroyama 
process would not answer. Nor was the canning 
process, discovered by an expert in the Depart- 
mentof Agricultureand Commerce, much better. 
Yarns made from the canned cocoons proved 
less elastic and consequently more liable to 
break in the weaving. Whilein this perplexity, 
a friend at that time staying in France wrote 
that a French expert had devoted many years to 
finding out a process for killing the pupa 
through the agency of carbon-sulphide, and 
that this effort was on the fair road to success. 
This new suggestion induced Mr. Ito to send 
for copies of the works of certain celebrated 
French sericulturists, and having obtained them, 
he devoted himself to their study and to chemical 
experiments for a year and ahalf. In November 
1885, while working in his laboratory a chemical 
compound exploded wounding him severely in 
the face and mouth. He was unable to masti- 
cate his food for about two months and a half, 
but he still stuck to his self-appointed task. In 
January of the next year, while engaged in his 
laboratory, he accidentally discovered three co- 
coons on a shelf, of bright colour and per- 
fectly free from mould. The cocoons he 
imagined inust have been a remnant of those 
he was experimenting with on the night 
of the explosion. He accordingly examined 
them carefully and found that a patch of 
his hair, which was torn off by the explosion, 
had been thrown on the shelf and so sheltered 
the cocoon from direct-contact with the explod- 
ing gas. The question now presented to his 
mind occupied him for four months. In the 
summer of the same year he bought 80 kodu of 
cocoons at Toyohashi ; and of these he preserv- 
ed 60 £oku by the new process and the rest by 
the usual system employed, and in the autumn of 
the same year he experimented with 20 hoku by 
the new method. About the same time a letter 
came from France informing him that the ex- 
pert engaged in the same work of discovery had 
failed to achieve success and had given up the 
project. From the spring of 1886 the work of 
Mr. Ito began to attract earnest and sympathe- 
lic attention, many leading sericulturists and 
silk manufacturers offering pecuniary assistance 
to enable him to prosecute his experiments. 
Among these were Messrs. Tsukamoto and ¥Yama- 
da,of Omi, and Mori,a weathly wholesale hand- 
kerchief merchant in Yanokura, Nihonbashi. 
Mr. Mori isa native of Kiryu, a celebrated weav- 
ing centre in Shimozuke, and a noted weaver 
in the vicinity. On one occasion the last named 
expert sustained great loss through more than 
half of his cocoons being attacked by mould 
and subsequently rotting. He accordingly hailed 
the discovery of Mr. Ito with delight, and 
voluntarily furnished the latter with the sum of 
5,000 yen for carrying on his experiments. Ad- 
vised by his friends, Mr. Ito, in the early part 
of 1887, saw the Director of the Patents Bureau, 
and stated the main details of the discovery, 
with the view to obtaining patent rights. Mr. 
Okuda Yoshito, now Secretary-General of the 
House of Representatives, listened with at- 
tention to the story told him, and advised 
further experiments for two or three years. 
In the autumn of 1891, the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce instructed two of|now taken by us, would have been unable to 
its experts to proceed to Mr. Ito’s residence in| avail themselves of Reuter’s services until the 
Tokyo, and take steps for ascertaiuiug the end of this mouth. 


shipped to other countries. The Consul gives 
very valuable information with respect to the 
defects of Japanese lacquer manufactures, his 
comments being based on personal inquiries 
addressed to the import merchants of London. 

One of the most serious defects is want of 
care on the part of Japanese manufacturers in 
observing the terms of contracts. The import 
merchants do not fail to allow an ample margin 
of time when giving an order to their agents in 
Japan. For instance, when a consignment of 
commodities is desired for the Christmas season, 
the order is generally sent out in July of the 
preceding year, so that the consignment may 
come to hand by about June, and may be dis- 
tributed in good time among the respective retail 
merchants. The Japanese manufacturers seem 
not to care about much this point, for they are 
said to fail repeatedly in finishing goods by the 
appointed time. A certain import merchant 
complained to the Consul that a consignment 
of lacquer ware ordered in the summer of last 
year had not reached him at the end of last 
November when the report was compiled ; 
and that the English retail dealers, with whom 
he had been iu the habit of dealing, can- 
celled their orders in consequence, some of 
them even obliging him to pay damages. 
Carelessness of workmanship is another 
serious defect. In almost every fancy-goods 
shop in London, tables and shodana are to 
be found, the wood of which has been s0 
badly seasoned that cracks have appeared 
everywhere. The lacquer, also, not being ap- 
plied in sufficient quantity, is liable to wear 
out and expose the bare wood. Moreover the 
joiner’s work is not durable. Another defect is 
that articles made to order are nearly always 
inferior in quality to the sample, Again, the 
same articles ordered at the same time are far 
from uniform in quality, size, and so forth. 
These shortcomings inevitably tell against the 
sale of the wares. As to lacquer furniture, 
the special kind-.of table made in Shidzuoka 
Ken has recently begun to attract consider- 
able attention. England is atso one of the 


to these, inferiority in the quality of the silk 
or satin used and bad dyeing constitute 
serious drawbacks, the surface being rough, 
and the colour rarely coming up to the level 
of the specimen accompanying the order. 
Consequently, London merchants are not in- 
frequently obliged to specially send dyed cloth 
to Japan to be used for making screens. 

The import of Japanese carpets and rugs 
into England has gradually made more or less 
progress, those fashioned after Turkish and 
Persian patterns enjoying special popularity. 
The principal point to be kept in mind by 
weavers, in making articles of the kind, is dura- 
bilitv, a quality still far from being satisfactorily 
attained. Bamboo wares are another important 
item. Bamboo is now used in making the 
handles of perambulators, stands for flower pots, 
and many other articles. Paper is imported 
into England for use on walls, for purposes of 
advertisement, and so forth. Paper for adver. 
lisementshas decorated margins, the central part 
being left blank to receive the advertisement. 
In short, the import of paper and paper-ware 
into England seems to be advancing steadily. 
—————— 


MR. ITO CHUZO AND HIS SERICUL- 


TURAL DISCOVERY. 
_——--—_--—— 

Some time ago, we gave an account of a 
sericultural discovery made by Mr. Ito Chuzo. 
The following succient outline of the affair is 
taken from the Fomiurt. Mr. Ito, who is a 
well-read man, particularly in technology, 
received his education at the Kaisei-gakko (now 
the Imperial University), and afterwards went 
to America to investigate mechanical and other 
Cognate sciences. He returned home in the 
early part of the Mefji era, but again crossed 
the Pacific and entered the service of a 
manufacturing company in the United States. 
Having acquired a thorough working knowledge 
of the industry, he returned to Japan in 1878. 
He entered into various enterprises in the 
Bortheru part of the main island and also iu 
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OUR TELEGRAPHIC SERVICE. 


-_—_————-_. 

For the information of our readers we desire 
to explain that we have now arranged for a 
special service of Reuter’s telegrams for the 
Fapan Mail. The amount put up by our two 
evening contemporaries and the community is 
$400 per month, approximately. Our special 
service will be $200 per month. The services, 
though coming through Reuter’s Agent, will be 
separate, so that the items belonging to one 
will never be duplicated in the other. In short, 
Yokohama and Tokyo will now have a total 
service of $600 monthly, which sum will suffice 
to procure nearly all the telegrams received by 
Shanghai. The arrangement goes into force 
from to-morrow, the 15th instant. We have 
employed the utmost celerity in settling the 
preliminaries, so as to abbreviate the incon- 
venience suffered by our evening contemporaries 
and the other subscribers who, failing the step 
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RAILWAYS. 
be gee 

HE Sanyo Railway Company’s ap- 
plication for the purchase of the 
Tokaido Railway at its original price— 
thirty million yen—has been rejected by the 
Government. It wasa remarkable applica- 
tion, no industrial project of correspond- 
ing magnitude having been conceived in 
Japan since the Restoration, or, indeed, 
at any period of the country’s history. 
The projectors were Messrs. MATSUMOTO 
JIYUTARO, one of the leading merchants of 
Osaka ; NAKAMIGAWA HIKOJIRO, formerly 
an official in the Foreign Office, then sub- 
editor of the $172 Shimpo, then President 
of the Sanyo Railway Company, and now 
President of the Mitsui Bank; and Mr. 
SUYENOBU MICHISHIGE, formerly a direc- 
tor of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, and now 
closely connected with the chief insur- 
ance enterprise of Japan. These three 
gentlemen, themselves a sufficient guar- 
antee of the soundness of any business 
undertaking with which they are asso- 
ciated, were backed by the great houses 
of Mitsu: and IWASAKI as well as by 
a number of the leading capitalists of 
Osaka and Kobe. Their plan was to re- 
lay the whole road from Tokyo to Kobe, 
doubling the track and changing the 
guage from 3 ft. 6 in. to 4 ft. 8} in.; to 
replace the 60 lb. rails now in use by go 
Ib. or 100 Ib. rails; to reconstruct all the 
bridges, so as to enable them to bear the 
passage of 1oo-ton locomotives instead 
of the 50-ton locomotives for which 
they were originally designed ; and to re- 
build the stations at Tokyo, Nagoya, 
Osaka, Kyoto, and other principal points. 
The estimated cost of all these works, to- 
getherwith the outlay for new rolling stock, 
was 150,000 yen a mile, and as the distance 
between Tokyo and Kobe is 376 miles, 
a total outlay of 564 million yen approxi- 
mately had to be anticipated, to which 
the purchase price, 30 millions, being 
added, an aggregate of 864 millions was 
reached. The Company, accordingly, put 
its capital at too million yen, allowance 
being apparently made for similar im- 
provements on the branch lines of the 
main road. Under these altered circum- 
stances, an average speed of 40 miles an 
hour could be developed, but even sup- 
posing that 35 miles was the average, the 
journey between Tokyo and Kobe would 
be performed in 11 hours, instead of 
taking 19, as at present. Naturally a 
programme of such magnitude attracted 
much attention, not merely for its own 
sake, but because its successful carrying 
out would have signified similar im- 
provements on the road from Kobe 
to Shimonoseki, Japan being thus placed 
in possession of a really fine main-trunk 
road, with a double broad-guage track, 
traversing the whole of the main island 
from Tokyo to Shimonoseki, a_ dis- 
tance of 683 miles. The most interesting 
feature of the project, however, is the 


indication it has afforded that the leading 
business men and capitalists of Japan are 
determined to have the 3ft. 6in. guage— 
which was originally adopted in obedience 
to most mistaken advice—changed for the 
4ft. 84in. system. So thoroughly is Tokyo 
in sympathy with this change, that several 
of the principal citizens were disposed 
to give a grand public reception to Mr. 
MATSUMOTO where he arrived from Osaka 
to present the Company’s petition to the 
Government. The Peers, too, are said to 
be strongly of the same opinion. Indeed, 
itis thought probable that when the Go- 
vernment Bill for doubling the track 
between Tokyo and Kobe without altering 
the guage,—which has been passed by the 
Representatives — reaches the Upper 
House, it will be either rejected on account 
of the guage, or amended in the desired 
sense. So far as the Authorities are con- 
cerned, the problem of cost appears to be 
their only deterrent, for the experience 
acquired in the recent war showed that 
the mobilization of troops can not be 
satisfactorily effected with lines on the 
narrow-guage system, Thus the big com- 
pany spoken of above, though unsuc- 
cessful on its own account, has conferred 
substantial benefit on the nation, by bring- 
ing within the range of practical politics a 
reform that becomes more difficult to effect 
the longer it is deferred, and that is cer-. 
tainly of vast importance. 

Another interesting item of railway 
news is the Government’s proposal to 
construct a central station in the 
vicinity of Gofuku-bashi, in Tokyo, and 
to connect the station with the pre- 
sent Shimbashi terminus by an elevat- 
ed railway. The elevated line will be 2 
miles in length. It will be on the model 
of the elevated railway built in Berlin after 
the Franco-Prussian war: that is to say, 
brick piers supporting iron bridges. There 
are to be four tracks, two for through 
passengers, and two for street passengers, 
stations being constructed on the latter 
tracks at distances of from 600 to 1,200 
yards. The road willbe about 144 feet high, 
an elevation determined, apparently, with 
regard tothe Lancers that accompany an Im- 
perial cortége. The cost of building the ele- 
vated line and the central station is put at 34 
million ye, and the work is to be finished 
in 6 years. Another feature of the same 
project is that a second central station is 
to be constructed by the Japan Railway 
Company at Akiha-no-hara, in the Shitaya 
district of Tokyo. It will become the 
terminus of the Kobu and Sobu railways,— 
the former of which runs from Tokyo to 
Hachiwoji; the latter from Tokyo to 
Sakura, in Shimosa—as well as of the lines 
travelling northward and westward of 
Tokyo from Uyenoy These two central 
stations are to be joined by prolonging 
the Shimbashi-Gofukubashi elevated rail- 
way, the workof prolongation being under-|kaido field for private enterprise, the 
taken by the Japan Railway Company. |latter company’s interests pointed in the 
Such was the programme submitted by other direction, its only hope being that 


the Government to the House of Repre- 
sentatives, and entrusted by the latter, 
in due course, to the Budget Committee, 
which reported in an unfavourable sense, 
on the ground that the project was pre- 
mature. The House, however, rejected 
the Committee’s recommendation and 
voted the Bill. It seems a pity that 
two central stations should be considered 
necessary, but the Government Delegates 
in the House declared that to have State 
railways and private railways using the 
same central depét would entail prohibi- 
tive inconvenience. 

The most disputed of all the railway 
projects in immediate contemplation is 
the Government’s scheme for building a 
line, 35 miles long, from Sorachifuto to 
Asahigawa, in Hokkaido. This line is the 
first link in a chain of roads to be ulti- 
mately constructed in the northern island. 
The full scheme is not yet elaborated, 
further surveys and investigations being 
required. But enough has been done to 
indicate the Sorachifuto-Asahigawa sec- 
tion as the natural commencement. The 
building of this line under official auspices 
would mean that virtually the whole of the 
future railway system in Hokkaido is to 
be in the hands of the State. Such acon- 
summation would defeat the objects of a 
new company—the Hokkaido Colonization 
Railway Company—which was recently 
organized, with a capital of thirty million 
yen, and which projects a system of 
lines, having an aggregate length of 981 
miles. This company intended to apply 
for State aid in the usual form—that is to 
say, a guarantee of 5 per cent. interest on 
capital invested—but a strong impression 
prevailed that the various lines indicated 
in its programme had not been maturely 
considered or properly surveyed, and that 
an element of bogus pervaded the whole 
enterprise. Another company, however, 
of thoroughly respectable character — 
being headed by Messrs. SHIBUSAWA, 
SONODA, SHODA, and several leading 
members of the Mitsubishi—seeks to ob- 
tain a charter for constructing a rail- 
way between Otaru and Hakodate. That 
railway is already included in the Govern- 
mént’s scheme for Hokkaido, but inas- 
much as the much-talked-of Tanko Rail- 
way, though in private hands, is to be 
brought into junction with the State lines, 
the promoters of the new company see no 
reason why the Otaru-Hakodate line also 
should not be entrusted to private enter- 
prise, especially since the whole of the 
route between Hakodate and Sapporo 
would then be homogeneous, that is to 
say, altogether a private undertaking. It 
will be seen, therefore that while the 
former of the above two companies was in- 
terested in contriving the Diet’s rejection 
of the Government’s Sorachifuto-Asahi- 
gawa railway, so as to secure the Hok- 
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if the general work were undertaken by 
the Government, a portion might be as- 
signed to private enterprise. From the 
very outset politicians scented this com- 
plication and set themselves to make 
party capital out of it. The Opposition 
manufactured a species of heads-I-win 
tails-you-lose situation, for they alleged 
that if the Liberals voted against the 
Government’s scheme then the suspicion 
that they had been bribed by the first 
Company would become a certainty, 
while, if they voted for it, their corrupt 
relations with the second company would 
stand out inclear relief. What happened 
ultimately was that, although the Budget 
Committee expunged the Government's 
Budgetary appropriation for constructing 
* the line, the House restored it. 

Reference may be made here to an- 
other railway project submitted by the 
Government to the Diet, but rejected by 
the latter. Among the lines indicated by 
the Railway Construction Law, one is to 
start from Hachiwoji (or Gotemba) in Shi- 
zuoka Prefecture, and run to Nagoya, vid 
Kofu, Shimo-no-suwa and Nishi-Tsukuma. 
At Nagoya this road would, of course, 
come into junction with the already-con- 
structed system of State railways. But 
the Goyernment, thinking that a junction 
at the other end also would be advan- 
tageous, sought the Diet’s sanction for 
starting the line from Kanagawa instead 
of from Hachiwoji. The House of Repre- 
sentatives refused its approval on the 
ground that the service contemplated by 
effecting the junction at Kanagawa could 
be performed by private lines already 
built or projected. We do not clearly 
follow the House’s line of argument. 
There is, indeed, a private road, already 
in- operation, which starts from lida-machi 
in Tokyo and runs to Hachiwoji. Con- 
nection with the Government’s Hachiwojji- 
Nagoya line can be effected by that road, 
so far as concerns the citizens of Tokyo. 
But it will be very imperfect connection, 
and scarcely available for the inhabitants 
of Kanagawa prefecture. The difficulties 
incidental to a mixed system of State and 
private railways are beginning to be 
plainly illustrated in Japan. 





THE AMENDED CIVIL CODE. 


————————_@——__. 
“SHE Government placed before the 
Diet the project of the Amended 
Civil Code on the 2gth ultimo. The Bill 
contains 723 articles, which are to re- 
place the Law of Property in the old Civil 
Code, a portion of the Law of the Acquire- 
nrent of Property, the Law of the Hypo- 
thecation of Property, and the Law of 
Evidence, which four sections originally 
contained 1,319 articles. In the Civil 
Code compiled some years ago, there 
were included the Law of Persons and 
various subordinate chapters relating to 
Inheritance, Bequests, Endowment, and 
Contracts between Husband and Wife as 


to property. The Revising Committee’s 


investigations of these portions not having 
been yet concluded, the Authorities con- 


template placing them before the Diet at a 
later period. It will be remembered that 
when the Diet voted the necessity of revis- 
ing the Civil Code, a draft of which had 
been submitted to it by the Government 
for approval, it appended a resolution that 
such portions of the Code as should, after 
revision, be passed by the House, might 
be put into operation at once, without 
waiting for the completion of the whole 
Code. It is in accordance with that re- 
solution that the portions above-mention- 
ed have been laid before the Diet in their 
revised form. If they receive approval, 
they will doubtless go into force from the 
commencement of next year. The Law 
of Persons, Inheritance, Succession, and 
so forth, which trench most upon the 
domain of old customs and traditions, will 
probably require a longer time for re- 
vision. The Code was to have gone into 
force, according to the original plan, 
from January 1st, 1893, and as the date 
was postponed for 5 years, it follows that 
the work of revision must be complet- 
ed in time to submit the remaining por- 
tions to the Diet at its next session. 
Even then it will be impossible to put 
those remaining portions into operation 
before the beginning of 1898, and it seems 
to us that July rst, 1898, is a more likely 
date. In the Bill now submitted to the 
Diet, no time for enforcement is fixed: 
the power of appointing a time is to be 
determined by Imperial Ordinance. The 
Fyi Shimpo attributes that reservation to 
the connection between the Code and 
Treaty Revision, its idea being that as 
the operation of the Code and the aboli- 
tion of the present treaties are closely 
related, the Government probably finds 
some difficulty just at present in deter- 
mining the date for the former. We do 
not follow the ¥:/:’s argument. In the first 
place, the Government, in dealing with a 
matter of such great importance to the 
people of Japan as the enforcement of a 
new Code of Civil Law, will be guided by 
considerations of public convenience 
rather than of foreign policy. In the 


second, what has to be accomplished, so. 


far as concerns Japan’s recovery of judicial 
and tariff autonomy, is simply that she 
should put her new Civil Code into oper- 
ation with all possible celerity. There 
certainly can be no question of deferring 
its operation by so much as a day in.the 
interests of Treaty Revision. When the 
Diet comes to discuss the revised sections 
of the Code now before it, the Govern- 
ment’s real reasons for desiring to deter- 
mine the date of operation by Imperial 


Ordinance will be known, and we shall be. 


much surprised if they have anything to 
do with Treaty Revision. The revised 
treaty with Great Britain can not take 
effect before July 16th, 1899, at-soonest. It 
is quite possible, as we have seen, that the 
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whole of the Civil Code, including the 
portions of which the revision is not yet 
sufficiently advanced for submission to 
the Diet, may be in operation by July 1st 
1898, or even by January 1st of that year. 
But legislative efforts of such magnitude 
move slowly, and were it not that Japan 
has so much independent interest in the 
completion and operation of the Civil 
Code, we should expect to see it fare 
somewhat as similar legal essays in Occi- 
dental countries have fared. It is not im- 
probable that the Diet will have much 
to say about the amended Sections of 
the Code now before it. Naturally, a 
great many practising barristers of note 
thought that they should have been in- 
vited to assist the Revising Committee, 
and as no such inyitation came, they are 
disposed to criticise the Committee’s work 
more or less severely. The voices of 
these experts will be heard directly or by 
proxy in both Houses of the Diet, and it 
is thus within the range of possibility that 
the anti-Revisionists among the foreign 
communities may have the gratification 
of seeing the advent of their d&te noir 
thrust into a still more distant future. 
The $zj¢ Skimpo, though not venturing 
as yet to speak explicity about the re- 
vised sections, says that they present a 
marked improvement in several respects, 
namely, lucidity of style; freedom from 
the blemish that so often disfigures 
Japanese compilations, namely, ill-digest- 
ed translation; compactness; absence of 
complications and _ superfluities; con- 
formity with the Constitution as well as 
existing laws; and orderly arrangement. 
The Law of Evidence has been excluded 
from the Civil Code, probably with the in- 
tention of including it in the Code of Civil 
Procedure, an alteration unquestionably 
logical. 


THRE POLITICAL SITUATION. 


eens 
HE homely old saying that there is 

na smoke without fire applies to 
Japanese affairs as truly as to those of any 
other country, and we may be pretty sure 
that the present agitation in political 
circles is not withoutsome significance. It 
may be taken for granted that Marquis 
ITO has long desired to resign. There is 
good evidence that he tendered his re- 
signation immediately after the conclu- 
sion of the Shimonoseki Treaty, and that 
he remained in office chiefly to settle the 
unexpected complications arising out of 
the intervention of the three Powers and 
the consequent retrocession of Liaotung. 
A statesman occupying a position of 
such eminence and responsibility has to 
extend his survey to a wide range of 
affairs before he quits office: he can 
not consult his own convenience alone. 
From an administrative point of view, the 
past two years may be divided into the 
period covered by the war and the period 
consequent upon the war. The very brief 
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interval dividing these ‘two periods was 
alone available to Marguis ITO for the 
purpose of resignation. During the por- 
tion of the second period prior to the 
meeting of the Diet, measures of exten- 
sive scope had to be elaborated in consi- 
deration of the empire’s altered circum- 
stances, and Marquis ITO would not have 
acted consistently with the public interests 
had he quitted office at such a time as to 
transmit to his successor the dilemma of 
preparing those important measures with 
undue haste. In fact, his decision to remain 
at the head of the Cabinet until the Liao- 
tung problem should be finally solved, ne- 
cessarily involved a further tenure of power 
until the Executiveand Legislature could be 
brought to cé-operate in the new military 
and industrial programme of the era. 
Moreover, to secure such cé-operation the 
voice of the Lower House had to be won, 
and that was effected by an alliance be- 
tween the Cabinet and the Liberals, an 
alliance of which Marquis ITO is the cen- 
tral figure, and to the permanence of which 
his continued presence in the Govern- 
ment is essential. It would seem that 
the Marquis, while 1ecognising all these 
facts, considered that after the Diet had 
been two months in session, and after 
the cardinal Bills of the new programme 
had been either actually passed or car- 
ried beyond the danger of serious op- 
position, he might safely revert to his 
original intention of quitting office. Cer- 
tainly he deserves some rest, and since 
nothing could be more natural, or, indeed, 
more desirable, than that he should place 
himself once more in direct touch with the 
statesmen now directing affairs in the 
Occident, the opportunity of attending the 
Coronation of the CZAR must have appear- 
ed very suitable for quitting Japan. Judg- 
ing from persistent rumours circulated 
at the time when the above idea probably 
first assumed practical shape, the difficulty 
of obtaining a successor capable of hold- 
ing the numerous threads then in Marquis 
ITO’S grasp, did not seem insuperable. 
Either Marquis YAMAGATA or Count 
KURODA might have served the purpose. 
But it is alleged that neither statesman 
was willing to assume the responsibility, 
and thereafter the talk turned upon Mar- 
quis ITO’S visiting Europe as Prime Mini- 
ster of Japan, the duties of his office being 
temporarily assigned to a locum tenens. 
That notion has not yet been wholly 
abandoned, so far as we can perceive, but 
that it will be carried out, is beyond our 
credence. For, without entering into the 
complicated reflections that it suggests 
from the point of view of foreign policy, we 
are unable to believe that it could be ad- 
opted without sacrificing the useful entente 
established between the Cabinet and the 
Liberals, and without other deterrent 
anomalies. 

Apart from Marquis ITO’S voluntary 
retirement, or temporary transfer of his 
functions, there are now many rumours of 


a political combination in the Lower House 
such as would render impossible his con- 
tinued tenure of power. In none of those 
rumours do we place faith. They centre 
chiefly upon Count MATSUKATA, for nei- 
ther Marquis YAMAGATA nor Count Ku- 
RODA has any disposition to resume the 
presidency of the Cabinet at present. But 
Count MATSUKATA’S name has_ been 
brought into prominence, not because he 
represents any section of statesmen ready 
and competent to accept administrative 
responsibilities, but because the unstable 
element in the political situation seems 
prepared to gravitate towards him at any 
moment. That element is the National 
Unionists. Commanding some thirty votes 
in the Lower House, they hold the balance 
of power between the Government’s sup- 
porters and the Opposition, and though 
they have ranged themselves with the 
former up to the present, their hearts 
are supposed to be with the latter. 
Assuming, for a moment, that the Na- 
tional Unionists were prepared to turn 
their backs on the ITO Cabinet and 
to welcome Count MATSUKATA’S resump- 
tion of power, the first question that 
presents itself is, could Count MATsu- 
KATA form a Ministry without the aid 
of the ITO section. We do not think 
so. Even in the era when the celebrated 
Camera Cabinet, including all the ex- 
perience and influence of the elder states- 
men, stood behind Count MATSUKATA, he 
was compelled, in the latter days of 
his administration, to search for portfolio- 
holders among long-out-of-date officials like 
Counts SANO and SOYESHIMA. In union 
with Count OKUMA, Count MATSUKATA 
could doubtless write up an irreproach- 
able slate, but union with Count OKUMA 
would preclude all idea of National 
Unionist support. Finally, the hypothesis 
upon which we have thus calculated Count 
MATSUKATA’S chances, is itself incorrect. 
The National Unionists are not ready to 
turn their backs upon the ITQ Cabinet. 
They were originally and avowedly de- 
terred from doing so by their sense of 
the country’s vital needs; their conviction 
that all parties must cé-operate to secure 
the passage of measures essential to the 
development of the empire’s military 
strength and industrial capacities. A few 
of them are understood to think that, the 
Budget having passed the Lower House, 
they are now free to sacrifice their legis- 
lative duties to their political proclivities. 
But the rest understand that the passing 
of the Budget is only a part of the pro- 
gramme to which they have pledged them. 
selves. The Budget cannot emerge from 
the Upper House before the.closing days 
of this month, nor, even after passing both 
Houses, can it go into operation until the 
various taxation measures forming its 
bases have received the approval of the 
Diet and become law. 
tional Unionists now went over to the 
Opposition, and if, by their change of 
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Hence, if the Na-. 


front, a motion of want of confidence were 
adopted by the Lower House, the sentence 
of Dissolution inevitably ensuing would 
effectually block the various legislative 
and financial efforts already within sight 
of consummation. Our readers may re- 
member that, before the session com- 
menced, we pointed out the length of the 
route entered by the National Unionists 
when they undertook to follow the Cabinet 
and the Liberals to the goal of national 
legislative needs. Their engagement was 
practically destined to hold until the end of 
the session. Thus, from whatever direc- 

tion the situation be viewed, we are un- _ 
able to detect any prospect of important 
Cabinet changes in the immediate future. 








BUDDHIST PUBLICATIONS AND 
THEIR INFLUENCE. 


Ce ae --+-—--- ~=es 
(COMMUNICATED.) 


ITH the vast number of men of educa- 

tion who profess Buddhism in Japan, 
ithas always been more or less a cause for 
surprise that there are so few publications 
of either name or fame devoted to Bud- 
dhist propagandism. Particularly at pre- 
sent, a revival of propagandistic zeal being 
peculiarly noticeable, one would expect to 
see eloquent writers use their pens in be- 
half of the creed, as ready speakers certain- 
ly do actually employ theirtongues. Yet, 
while there is a large number of fortnightly 
or monthly publications brought out by the 
various sects, and particularly in the two 
cities of Tokyo and Kyoto, their circula- 
tion, with not more than three exceptions, 
is very limited, most of the subscribers 
not being in the ranks of the laity. This 
is, for example, the case with the Dento, 
published in Kyoto under the auspices of 
the Shingon sect, while their other maga- 
zine, the Mitsugon Kyoho, brought out in 
Tokyo, has only a very little larger circle 
of readers. Turning to the Zen sect, 
we find three publications, the Zenshx, 
Zen-gaku, and Zen-gaku Kogiroku, all 
very unimportant, although the first-named 
is well-edited. Of these the first only is 
printed in Kyoto. The Dendo Shinshié 
(Kyoto) of the Western Hongwanji, which 
is the head-quarters of the Shin sect, 
is similarly restricted in its influence, al- 
beit the sect itself is very zealous; for 
it is the Misht Hongwanzi that is about to 
establish the first temple in the Island of 
Formosa, and expends, or is ready to ex- 
pend henceforth (according to the latest 
information), no less than 30,000 yen an- 
nually for propagandist purposes. Still 
the Dendo Shinshi is a “live” paper, and 
fully up to date in its theories, being edit- 
eq by scholars of more than ordinary 
erudition. The monthly SAimes Yoka, of 
the Tendai Sect means well, but is little 
known, as is also the case with the Fodo 
Kyoko, the very excellent publication of the 
Jodo Sect. In connection with the famous 
shrine of Fudo at Narita, in Shimosa, 
there is a magazine published monthly 
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under the style of Marita Shirin. This 
is not merely a propagandist publication, 
but has a wider scope, giving frequently 
very readable reviews of the political and 
social questions of the day. But much 
elder and better known is the Merkyo 
Shinshi, properly unsectarian, a monthly 
magazine much given to discourses on 
Baddhist. apologetics, with a decidedly 
polemical bias at times. This is, with 
one exception, the best-known magazine 
of the kind of Japan. First of all, however, 
tanks the Bukkyo, until recently edited by 
Mr. Koca ISAmu, a good English scholar, 
and, though quite young, a most pleasing 
writer, his style being the outcome of that 
modern school of writers who seek to 
combine the fluency of the Genroku period 
with the scholarly refinement of the early 
years of Meiji. The present editor is Mr. 
NISHIYORI, another well-read man. Nor 
must the Hanset Zasshi be forgotten. 
This is published in Kyoto and purports 
to be the “Organ of the 19,000 members 
of the Hanset Kwat, a Society formed for 
the purpose of propagating BUDDHA’S 
doctrines, total abstinence, and higher mo- 
rality, in accordance with the Principles of 
BUDDHA "we quote from the title-page. 
In the number for Januaty 20th we note a 
néw departure : the addition of about two 
pages of English—good English at that— 
from the pen of Mr. SuGimuRA, already 
favourably known for his essays in the 
Kokumin Shimbun, Shinri, Shukyo, and 
other kindred publications. The Hansei 
Zasshi, we are told, is mainly devoted to 
advocating of teetotalism among young 
Japanese; there are now, out contem- 
porary notes, no less than two hundred 
similar associations throughout the Em- 
pire, the Hansei Kwai standing at the top 
with its membetship of nineteen thou- 
sand. We learn, moreover, that great 
efforts are being made to further the 
cause of Buddhism in countries in Asia 
with which Japan has most to do— 
China and Korea. ' The most zealous 
advocates of preaching abroad,” says the 
Hanset, “are the Higashi Hongwanji and 
Nishi Hongwanji, next to which we may 
teckon the Nichiren and Jodo sects.”” The 
foreign propagatidism of the Higashi 
Hongwanji began as early as twenty 
years ago, and now this sect has temples 
in Shanghai, Sdul, Inchhdn, Fusan, Wén- 
san, and elsewhere, in all of which the 
preaching is tegular and active. The 
same séct built the Kanjo Gaku-in in the 
Korean capital soon after the conclusion 
of the late war, and this school is now in 
avery flourishing condition, being well- 
patronized by Korean Buddhists. Nor has 
the Nishi Hongwanji been less prominently 
to the fore. There is the Shin-Kan Go- 
gaku Kenkyt-fo established by this sect, 
or school for the study of the Chinese and 
- Korean languages, which is largely attend- 
ed. Young priests are here fitted out for 
evangelistic work in these two countries, 


and much zeal is shown by the alumni of 
the institution. 


To the above will shortly be added 


a magazine that ought to take the lead 
of all the rest. 
Daisen Sekwai, and will be the organ 
of the Bukkyo Seinen Kwas, or Young 
Men’s Buddhist 
need of something of the kind to revive 
the flagging spirit of the members, for 
it is bruited abroad that the association 
is far from being either active or progres- 
sive at present. 


It is to be called the 


Association. There is 


Yet it unquestionably 
includes young scholars of exceptional 


ability who, humanly speaking, ought in 


future years to win great fame and be of 
high value to their country. 

But we cannot help believing that this 
Empire will, before very tong, become more 
Christian than it ever has been Buddhist. 
The work of the Salvation Army in this 
direction, is asign of the times. Although 
the Army has been only alittle more than 
three months engaged in work, the num- 
ber of converts registered at the Head- 
quarters in Tokyo is ovet ore hundred 
and fifty. At first contending with truly 
enormous difficulties and the occasional 
ill-will of some of those who attended the 
theetings, éverything now proceeds with 
decorum, aod a most gratifyingly deep 
attention is taken in the evangelistic ad- 
dresses made. Not more than ten or 
twelve of the whole number of converts 
had ever heard a Christian address prior 
to attending the meetings of the Army, 
and yet their conversion is said to have 
been vety thorough. 

With regard to Buddhagaya, that Indian 
site where Buddha is once said to have 
preached and taught, we learn that the 
temple there has been restored, thanks to 
the earnest energy of Mr. H. DHARMAPALA, 
General Secretary of the Mahabodhi 
Society. Each steamer of the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha going to Bombay is now 
said to carry two or more pilgrims, intent 
upon visiting this—to Buddhists—hallow- 
ed ground. The first to find his way 
thither was Mr. SAISHI NAKASHIMA, well 
known already by his arduous and pro- 
longed travels in China. 





REPORTS OF ANOTHER RISING 
AT CANTON. 
--— ———_—__——. 

The Dadly Press \earns that in all the large 
cities of Kwangtung placards are posted offer- 
ing $2,000 reward for the arrest of the leader of 
the late attempted rebellion at Canton, who is 
still at large. 

It is common talk amongst the Chinese that 
there is to be a rising on a more extensive scale 
after the New Year. 

The Peking authorities, in view of the quantity 
of arms and ammunition distributed through 
the southern provinces and the general reports 
of risings to take place, would act wisely if they 
promptly sent some popalar and firm Viceory 
to set their house in order. 
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\ ssiieetaninhdisee deeinenaimemmmmaimmane con cia 


Google 


RACE AND CIVILISATION. 
——___—__@—-——_—__— 

Among the many interesting subjects 
that engaged the attention of the 
British Association at its annual meet- 
ing, held at Ipswich, an’ address de- 
livered by the Edwards’ ae, of 
Egyptotogy at University College, Lon- 
riot aM. Flinders Dade” D.C.L., 
LL.D., on ‘Race and Civilisation,” 
has a special bearing on what is justly 
regarded as one of the most remark. 
able events of the nineteenth century, 
the adoption by the Japanese of the 
essential elements of Western Civilisa- 
tion. In Zhe Times report of the address 
there is no direct reference to Japan, but 
the principles insisted on by Professor 
Petrie have a special application to this 
country, and certain facts familiar to us 
here corroborate in some cases the learned 
anthropologist’s theory and in others seem 
to us to contradict it. In order to give 
our readers an opportunity of judging of 
this matter for themselves, we will first 
state, in as concise a manner as possible, 
the opinions that Professor Petrie holds 
on the connection of race with civilisation. 

He commenced his address by de- 
fining those two elastic terms ‘ Race” 
and ‘Civilisation.’ In former days 
anthropologists, when mapping out the 
races of which the human family is com- 
posed, considered it sufficient to trace 
descent from common ancestors and to 
classify nations accordingly. But it is 
now acknowledged that this method is 
no longer adequate. Mixture of races 
has proceeded to such an extent that the 
old classifications no longer hold good, 
and even the word ‘“‘race”’ itself stands 
in need of a new definition. ‘The only 
meaning,” says Professor Petrie, ‘that 
race can have is a group of persons” 
whose type has become unified by their 
rate of assimilation and affection by their 
conditions exceeding the rate of change 
produced by foreign elements. If the rate 
of mixture exceeds that of assimilation, 
then the people are a mixed race, ora 
mere agglomeration, like the population 
of the United States.” According to 
Professor Petrie, ‘the greatest problems 
awaiting solution are the conditions and 
rate of assimilation of races—namely, 
what period and kind of life are needed for 
climatic and other causes to have effect 
on the constitution and structure, what 
are the causes of permanence of type, 
and what relative powers of absorption 
one race has over another?” In order to 
solve these problems it is necessary, con- 
tends Dr. Petrie, that the history of 
races possessing written records should 
be studied, and special attention should be 
paid to oppressed religious minorities, 
like the Copts, who, though originally 
compounded of eight or ten different races, 
have during the last 1200 years been isolat- 
ed from their neighbours and welded into 
a distinct race, The question of how far a 
type can resist changes of conditions, which 
do not involve mixture in blood, is ans- 
wered by the history of the Jews and 
Parsees. An oppressed religious minority 
is the very best anthropological material, 
as in these cases mixed marriages are 
usually abhorrent to the sect. 

Like “race,” “civilisation” needs a 
new definition. The term has hitherto 
been used in the greatest variety of senses, 
from that of the Turk who, when drink- 
ing a glass of champagne, remarked, 
“After all civilization is very nice,” to 
that of the modern writers, who make it 
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include the nrost elaborate combinations 
This is 
Civiliza- 
tion really means simply the art of living 
in a community, or the checks and coun- 
terchecks, the division of labour, and the 


of art, science, and etiquette. 
Professor Petrie’s definition. 


conveniences that arise from common 
action when a group of men live in 
close relation to each other. 
Petrie anticipates the objection to this de- 
finition that will be made on the ground 
of its over-comprehensiveness. ‘‘ This 


will perhaps be objected to as including 


ali—or nearly allt—mankind in its scope. 
Quite true, all civilisation is relative and 
not absolute. We shall avoid much con- 
fusion if we distinguish high and low 
types of civilisation, and also perfect and 
imperfect civilisation. Like organisms, 
we may have a low type of civilisation 
very perfect in its structure, capable of 
endless continuance, and of great shocks 
without much injury. Such are some of the 
civilisations of the African races. * * * ° 
Again some low types are very imperfect, 
and can only exist by destruction of others, 
while any severe shock destroys their 
polity.” 

Professor Petrie next proceeds to 
show the relation of anthropology to art. 
The two branches of inquiry have mate- 
rially assisted each other times without 
number. There is no better way of study- 
ing a race than by paying close attention 
to the special characteristics of its famous 
works of art. ‘‘ Racial taste” is a per- 
manent characteristic of certain races no 
less powerful than social language. For 
this study to be carried on with effect, 
Dr. Petrie is of opinion that efforts should 
be made to collect in London specimens 
of the work of every age and country. 
An anthropological storehouse on a large 
scale is needed. A better general know- 
ledge of anthropology would be of im- 
mense benefit to all who have dealings 
with alien races. Much of the bad treat- 
ment to which Asiatics and Africans have 
been subjected by Europeans has resulted 
from sheer ignorance on the part of the 
oppressors. 

Dr. Petrie next proceeds to discuss 
what to us seems to be the most import- 
ant part of his subject—the general effect 
of Western civilisation on Asiatic and 
African races. The opening sentences 
of this part of the Professor’s address 
are as follows :—~ 

The foremost principle which should be always 
in view in that the civilisation of any race is not a 
systens which can be changed at will, Every 
civilisation is the growing product of a very com- 
plex set of conditions, depending on sace and 
character, on climate, on trade, and every minu- 
tee of the circumstances. To attempt to alter such 
a system, apart from its conditions, is impossible. 
No change is legitimate or beneficial to the real 
character of a people except what flows from con- 
viction and the natural growth of the mind. And 
if the imposition of a foreign system is injurious, 
how miserable is the foreign of a system such as 
ours, which is the most complex, unnatural, and 
artificial that has been known; a system develop- 
ed ina cold country, amid one of the hardest, 
least sympathetic, and most selfedenying and 
calculating people of the world. The result is 
death; we make a dead-house and call it civili. 
sation Scarcely a single race can bear the con- 
tact and the burden, Aud then we talk compla- 
cently about the mysterious decay of savages 
before white men. 

It will be seen that Professor Petrie is 
entirely opposed to the Europeanization of 
Asiatic and African races. He describes 
the Europeanised Egyptian as ‘half- 
witted, silly, and incapable of taking care 
of himself,” as “the mere blotting paper 
of civilisation, absorbing what is most 


superficial and undesirable.” The dealing 


Professor 
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artificialities of life.’’ 


altogether over-estimated. 


wrote.” 


that such should be the case.” 
Although there is much that is of great 


value in Professor Petrie’s address, we 


cannot but think that his view is some- 


what partial. There is no denying that 


the attempt to graft a new civilisation on 
old race stock has in many cases ended in 
failure. It has faited in America with the 
Red Indians. It failed in Mexico with the 
Aztecs whom the Spaniards sought to 
civilise after their fashion. It has failed 


in Turkey, the Frenchified Pasha being 


far inferior to the old Turk. It has so far 
failed in India, where the cultured Bengalee 
in most cases has gained nothing by the 
new Civilisation but the power to express 
ideas on which he has no inclination to 
act. It has failed in Yezo with the Ainos, 
whom the Japanese have tried in raise 
to a higher level. The civilising in- 
fluence of our railways, telegraph, and 
sanitation exists only in the imagination 
of ill-informed writers. There is no gain- 
saying the fact that as far as the experi- 
ence of the last fifty years is a guide, the 
first result of the contact of Western with 
Eastern civilisation has been usually de- 
trimental. The effect on literature and 
art has been invariably bad, ending in the 
loss of all orginality ; and in some cases in 
the power of even repeating their own 
artistic and literary triumphs has been lost 
to the Oriental. But may not this prove 
to be only a temporary drawback—only 
incidental to a transition period? There 
are some who maintain that it is far too 
early to make sweeping generalisations 
as to the effects of Western civilisation 
on the Eastern mind: that we must 
wait at least another century for the 
facts necessary to enable us to sum up 
the permanent results of the civilization 
experiment now being made. Be this 
as it may, there is one distinction 
which it is most important to draw when 
discussing this subject, to which we find 
no allusion in Professor Petrie’s address, 
namely, the difference between the effects 
of an alien civilization adopted freely with- 
out being the result of the subjugation of 
a race, and a foreign civilisation which, 
like that of the English in India, is practi- 
cally forced on a conquered nation. This 
distinction, it seems to us, throws no little 
light on the whole question. It suggests 
the idea that the effect of a new form of 
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of Europeane with akien races is character- 
ised by far too great a tendency to en- 
force ‘‘a mass of accomplishments and 
Even the value of 
reading and writing as a mind-develop- 
ing agency is, in the Professor's opinion, 
‘“‘ Our bigoted 
belief in reading and writing,” says Dr. 
Petrie, ‘‘is not in the least justified when 
we look at the mass of mankind. The 
exquisite art and noble architecture of 
Mycenz, the undying song of Homer, the 
extensive trade of the Bronze Age, all be- 
longed to people who neither read nor 
Professor Petrie maintains that 
all the great essentials of a valuable cha- 
racter, ‘‘moderation, justice, sympathy, 
politeness, and consideration, quick ob- 
servation, shrewdness, ability to plan and 
pre-arrange, a keen sense of the use and 
properties of things,” can be and have 
been evolved without recourse to any of 
the distinctly European methods of edu- 
cation. The best teacher is example. 
But here is where the European influence 
usually fails in effecting permanent good. 
‘The contact of Europeans with lower 
races fs almost always a detriment, and it 
is the severest reflection on ourselves 
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civilization on the Eastern mind depends 
far more on the moral feelings of the 
recipients, on the presence or absence ef 
self-respect, independence of spirit, pate 
tiotism, ambition, and the like, thanon any- 
thing else. Three noted instances of the 
adoption by independent nations of anew 
type of civilisation may be cited. The 
civilisation of the Romans was voluntarily 
adopted by our European ancestors, the 
masses of white savages that overwhelmed 
the Roman empire. These tribes were 
free to continue savage or to become 
civilized according to Roman ideas. Fhey 
chose the latter course, to the immenge 
benefit of Europe and the whole world. The 
adoption by the Japanese in the seventh 
century and onwards of Chinese civilisas 
tion, which in many respects was superior 
to their own, was an act entirely brought 
about by moral persuasion. The adoption 
and asstmilation of many of the important 
elements of Western civilisation withia 
the last quarter of a century by the 
Japanese furnishes awother striking itlus 
tration of the happy results that follow 
free choice and unfettered action in this 
matter. Now it needs no argument to 
show that these cases have to be consider- 
ed by themselves. Itis useleesto try and 
hide from ourselves the fact that in the 
great majority of instances the Western 
conqueror is hated by the Asiatic or 
African whom he rules. And that this 
felt, if not expressed, enmity must act 
as a powerful deterrent in the mind of the 
native whom it is desired to civilise after 
the Western method. We do not deny 
that wherever the British flag flies the 
indirect results of British rale are nume- 
rous. It is no small matter to have order 
maintained, laws impartially administered, 
sanitation attended to, communication by 
land and sea established. But the ques- 
tion is, do such conveniences and privi+ 
leges help to ratse the minds of those that 
benefit by them to a higher level? We 
think not. They prove to many that the 
conquerors are a clever and an energetie 
race, but nothing more. A feeling of 
infertority gradually takes possession of 
the native mind and in most instances all 
desire for improvement becomes extinct. 
Even if eventually the Asiatics and Afri- 
cans under British Rule are permanently 
benefited by the educational and other 
advantages that they possess, we seri- 
ously doubt whether they will ever as 
races reach the standard of civilisation 
attained by a people like the Japanese, 
who while retaining their independence 
of spirit and self-respect are embodying 
in thetr system of government and Educa- 
tion the results of ages of experiment 
carried on in Western lands. We know it 
has become a habit with some to represent 
the Japanese asslavish imitators of West- 
ern nations. And since most men have a 
great dislike to every kind of mimicry of 
themselves, there are a large number of 
people that regard the Japanese with any- 
thing but admiration. But this feeling 
is based on an entire misapprehension of 
the real situation. There may have heen 
a few years in the 2nd decade of the Mesfi 
era when Japan as a nation considered 
every characteristic of Western civilisa- 


tion worthy of praise and desired to 


adopt the system ens masse; but this 
sentiment soon gave place to a wise 
precaution against wholesale embodiment 
of foreign elements in the new type of 
civilisation in the course of construction. 
The wisest of Japan’s rulers were in fa- 
vour of retaining all that iv valuable 
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in the old system and combining it with 
material borrowed from the West. The 
process of formation is still going on, and 
it is yet too early to predict what the final 
result will be. One thing is plain, that in 
recent years Japanese national feeling has 
been immensely strengthened, and we can 
perceive in many quarters a strong ten- 
dency to retain the customs that some years 
ago were ridiculed as out of date and out 
of keeping with the new order of things. 
The Japanese fully realise that in manners, 
etiquette, morality, patriotism, loyalty, 
love of order, respect for law, and a great 
many other things that could be named 
they have nothing whatever to learn from 
us. And this is saying a great deal; for 
the history of nations shows that the 
moral elements of a system of civilisation 
are the strongest of all elements. While 
contact with Europe has undoubtedly in- 
creased the efficiency of the Japanese as 
a people, there are no indications that 
their intercourse with foreigners will rob 
them of the peculiar characteristics as 
a nation that distinguish them from all 
other races. 

As regards the whole method employed 
by the British government and English- 
men when dealing with alien races, whose 
type of civilisation they consider inferior to 
their own, much of what Professor Petrie 
says is only too true. The average Eng- 
lishmen is murtured in the belief that his 
own civilisation is superior to anything the 
world has ever seen. He has never taken 
the trouble to inquire what are the es- 
sential and what the accidental elements 
of that extremely complex system known 
as Western Civilisation. He does not 
distinguish between the parts of it 
that owe their existence to purely local 
or circumstantial influences, parts that 
therefore it is folly to try and perpetuate 
in lands where the conditions are quite 
different, and those elements which are 
the embodiment of ages of thought and 
inquiry and are fraught with wisdom 
which will bear transplantation to any 
clime. The air of superiority that so 
many Europeans assume in Eastern coun- 
tries is the result of profound ignorance of 
the many redeeming features of types of 
civilisation found in the East and of the 
manner in which they specially suit the 
races that called them into existence. 
We cannot lay too great stress on the fact 
that there is no such thing as a perfect 
system of civilisation. The assigning to 
each type its proper rank is an extremely 
difficult and delicate task, which can be 
performed satisfactorily only after an ex- 
haustive analysis of the elements of 
strength and weakness of each system has 
been made, and even then the determina- 
tion of a standard whereby to gauge the 
different systems will be found to be no 
easy matter. 


The general effect of an address like 
that delivered by Dr. Petrie cannot but be 
good. We observe by the English papers 
that have reached us that it created con- 
siderable interest in various quarters. 





The foreign trade of Japan during last year 
amounted to yen 265,372,756.20 in value, of 
which yen 136,112,177.92 were exports, and yen 
129,260,578.28 imports, showing an excess of 
yen 6,851,599.94 in exports. 

A snowslip occurred at Betsuhi-mura, Shana 
District, Chishima, on Jan. 21st., and a house 
was destroyed, four persons being crushed to 
death. Five persons were entombed by a snow- 
slip, at Haranta-mura, Shimamaki district, 
Shiribeshi, Hokkaido. 
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IMPERIAL DIET. 
—_—_@—__——. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 7TH. 

HOUSE OF PEERS. 

The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 

1.—Budget and correlated Budgets for the agth fiscal year of 
ann Kacondl Reading of the Government Bill relatin 
esa of Bonds for the purpose of reducing the 


3.—Second Reading of a Bill for amending a portion of the Code 
of Civil Procedure. 


to the 
ational 


Viscount Tani moved that the Budget Com- 
mittee be instructed to prepare its report in 15 
days, and the House assented without debate. 


Viscount Tani, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported in favour of the Second Bill on 
the Order (vide Proceedings of House of Re- 
presentatives, January 14th), and after some 
questions, the House voted the Second Reading, 
but declined to proceed with it at once, on the 
ground that the phraseology of the Bill needed 
amendment. 

Mr. Kojima Iken, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported against the Bill for rescind- 
ing the clause in the Code of Civil Procedure, 
requiring a payment of 10 yen by any person 
desiring to appeal from the judgment of an 
inferior tribunal toa superior. (Vide Proceed- 
ings of House of Representatives, January 
27th and 28th.) The Lower House had passed 
the same Bill last session and sent it to the 
Upper House, by which it had been rejected, on 
the ground that there still existed in provincial 
districts a number of unprincipled legal practi- 
tioners who made it their business to incite the 
people to go tolaw. The provision in question 
had been enacted in 1877, when these moguri- 
digen-nin (mole-barristers) were far more nu- 
merous than they were now, but that they still 
plied their mischievous trade could not be 
doubted, and if that had been deemed a 
sufficient reason for the rejection of the Bill by 
the Peers last session, it remained valid this 
session also. Moreover, the Government Dele- 
gate had explained that the completion of the 
Revised Civil Code could not now be distant, and 
that, ifthe proposed change were then deemed 
necessary, it might be made conveniently. 

Professor Kikuchi Takeo though that as the 
use of stamps on documents filed in Courts of 
Law, was now in vogue, whereas nothing of 
the kind had existed when the provision in 
question was framed, it constituted a hardship 
that the two imposts should be simultaneously 
levied. He therefore advocated the Bill before 
the House. 


Mr. Kioura, Government Delegate, in re- 
sponse to a question, said that the Government 
saw no special objection to the proposed change, 
nor.anticipated any special advantage from it. 
Doubtless the provision in question would be 
more or less amended by the Committee now 
engaged in examining the Code of Civil 
Procedure. 


The House voted against the Second Reading 
of the Bill, and rose at 11.20 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.20 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to the dis- 
posal of the National Banks on the Expiration of their 
Charters. 

a.—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to the cir- 
culation and Period of Redemption of National Kank Notes. 

3.—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to the 
Special Disposal of National Banks prior to the Expiration 
of their Charters, 

4.—Second Reading of a Government Bill for amending Article 
V. of the Law relating to a Special Mode of Dealing with 
the Fund for the Redemption of the Notes of defunct Banks, 

5-—Second Reading of the Government Bill for shortening the 
Period of Practical Training for Judicial Probationers. 

6.—Second Reading of the Government Bill seeking post-facto 
an of Imperial Ordinance No, 214 of the 28th year of 

isi. 

7.—First Reading of the Government Bill, sent down from the 
Peers, relating to the Retiring Allowance of Officials and 
Grants in Aid to their Families. 


Mr. Kawashima Jun, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the first Bill 
on the Order, (Vide Proceedings of House of 
Representatives, January 13th.) The Com- 
mittee could see no better method of dealing 
with the affairs of the National Banks, so as to 
avoid inconvenience to the public or disturbance 
of the money market. As to the objection 
raised (by Mr. Ichijima Kenkichi) that it would 


be unjust torequire the Bank of Japan to lend 
to the National Banks, without interest, funds 
sufficient to redeem any National Banks notes 
remaining in circulation at the time of Banks’ 
closure, it was to be observed that the trans- 
action would take the form merely of an exchange 
of the Bank of Japan's convertible notes against 
the National Banks’ paper. 


Mr. Yoshimoto Yeikichi said that the Na- 
tional Banks had originally been allowed to 
issue notes on the security of public loan bonds. 
They had paid no tax on the notes, and had 
consequently reaped a splendid profit, receiving 
interest both on the bonds lodged as security 
and on the notes issued. He therefore saw no 
reason why funds to redeem their remaining 
notes should be furnished to them free of interest. 


Mr. Soyeda, Government Delegate, said that, 
as a matter of legal right, the course contem- 
plated need not be taken. But froma moral 
point of view, the Government deemed it ad- 
visable. The National Banks had contributed 
largely to the development of the country’s 
financial system, and were deserving of con- 
sideration. When the revised Bank Regulations 
had been enacted in 1883, a provision had been 
inserted to the effect that the National Banks 
should redeem all their notes by the time of the 
expiration of their charters. It had then seemed 
quite possible that such a result should be 
achieved, but circumstances over which the 
Banks had no control, had interfered, and inas- 
much as the supply of required funds could be 
effected without inflicting any loss whatever on 
the Bank of Japan, the Government thought that 
the step was due to the National Banks. With 
regard to the article in the Bill providing that 
so soon as the National Banks should have paid 
into the Government's hands a sum representing 
the amount of their paper still in circulation, 
the Government must return to them the public 
loan bonds lodged originally as security for their 
note issues—the article was inserted simply be- 
cause no distinct provision existed elsewhere on 
the subject. Against the principle involved 
nothing could be properly urged. 


The House voted for the Second Reading and 
decided to proceed with it at once. 

Some discussion took place with regard to 
the Committee’s proposed amendment of the 
Sth Article. The amendment read that, in the 
case of National Banks desiring to continue 
their business in the character of private banks, 
and having need of the money that they were 
required to pay to the Treasury for the purpose 
of redeeming their notes remaining in circula- 
tion, the Minister of State for Finance should 
be empowered to order the Bank of Japan to 
lend them the necessary sum free of interest. 
Some members, headed by Mr. Kudo Kokan, 
contended that, if the country was under any 
obligation to the National Banks—which, in- 
deed, was undeniable—the Treasury ought to 
assume the obligation of discharging that 
obligation instead of compelling a joint 
stock association like the Bank of Japan 
to lend funds without interest, especially since, 
if the Bank of Japan declined to comply with 
the Finance Minister's direction, the latter 
would have no power to enforce it. The 
House, however, passed the amendment, and 
also the Third Reading of the Bill. 

The second, third, and fourth Bills on the 
Order were passed without discussion. (Vide 
Proceedings of House of Representatives, 
January 13th.) 

Mr. Yamada Taizo, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
shortening the period of Practical Training for 
Judicial Probationers, and the House passed 
the Bill without debate. (Vide Proceedings 
of House of Representatives, January 16th.) 

Mr. Kudo Kokan, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported against the granting of 
approval to Imperial Ordinance No. 114, relat- 
ing to restrictions on travel to Korea. (Vide 
Proceedings of House of Peers, January 8th.) 
The Ordinance was probably necessary at the 
time of its issue, but to continue itin force would 
only impede useful intercourse with Korea. 

Only two or three members voted for the 
Second Reading of the Bill. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


Feb. 15, 1896.] THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 193 
SS .0—0 WW ooooqaoaoaororCr—r——l 

The last Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, and the House rose at 2.30 p.m. 



























bers of the nobility and the representatives of} Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Special Com- 
the highest tax-payers should not receive any| mittee, reported in favour of the first Bill (vide 
salary as members of the House of Peers. Al-| Proceedings of Lower House, January 14th) 
ready the two highest orders of the nobility, | but said that the Committee recommended the 
Princes and Marquises, were excluded from| restoration of the clause originally inserted by 
the number of those receiving salaries. The} the Government, providing for the construction 
Viscount spoke at great length, urging that all] of a Stateline between Hachiwoji and Kanagawa. 
ranks of the nobility should stand on the same| some question was raised as to the propriety 


footing in this matter, and that men holding ’ ; 

such positions in the State as peers and members shag Shi hlas Watacu aren pst 
selected from among the highest tax-payers in great insistence, that in such a matter the view 
the empire, had no right to be paid for the great adopted by a large majority of the Representa- 
additional honour of sitting in the Upper} tives should be respected by the Peers. He 
House. He argued against the general principle | aimitted that he had a personal interest in the 
of salaries for members of the Diet, and cited| matter, and was admonished b several mem- 
in proof of his contention the ineffectual efforts | },.,, that the House of Peers st not the plac 
made from time to time in England to procure]; push private aims. oi 


pay for members of Parliament. , 
Count Sakai understood that the basis of Vis- The House voted for the Second Reading, 
and passed the Bill at once. 


count Soga’s argument was the impropriety of 

expecting the State to pay a man for enjoying Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Budget Com- 
the honour of a seat in the Upper House. If|™ittee reported that as the Supplementary 
that were so, why did not the Viscount’s pro- Budget, standing second on the Order, related 
posal extend to the Imperial nominees? Was it|'© expenditures connected with the preceding 
a less honour to be selected and nominated by Bill, the passing of the latter involved that of the 
the Emperor to a seat in the House, than to be| former. 

elected by the Peers or by the highest tax-| The House voted the Budget as originally 
payers? submitted by the Government, thatis to say, pro- 

Viscount Soga replied that the cases were|viding that the Railway Loan be increased 
different. from 68 million yer to 69 millions. 

Count Sakai asked how then did the Viscount} The Minister of State for Education having 
distinguish the members of the Lower House briefly introduced the next two Bills (vide 
from the members of the Upper with regard to| Proceedings of Lower House, January 24th), 
the honour of sitting in the Diet? - a number of questions were asked, especially 


Viscount Soga replied that the 300 members/by Mr. Kubota Yuguru, after which both Bills 
of the Lower House were elected from among | were entrusted to a Spe cial Committee. 


40 millions of people, whereas each representa- 
tive of the highest tax-payers was elected by] ., 
and from among fifteen of his own class. 

Count Sakai failing to comprehend this ex- 
planation and urging a fuller answer, Viscount 
Tani called him to order, saying that he was 
arguing not merely questioning. Count Sakai 
persisted, and Viscount Soga expressed his 
willingness to answer, but Viscount Tani again 
interposed, and the House threatened to fall 
into disorder when the President successfully 
imposed silence. 

Mr. Kioura Keizo opposed the Bill, chiefly on 
the ground that the Law of the Houses was virtu- 
ally a part of the Constitution, and ought not to 
be altered without much stronger reasons than 














































SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8TH. 
The Houses met for Committee work only. 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY I0TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.35 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— ‘ 


t,—Second Reading of the Government Bill for reducing the 
National Debts by the purchase of Public Bonds; sent up 
from Lower House. 

3.—First Reading of the Government Bill for encouraging Navi- 
rg sent up from Lower House. 

3-—First Reading of the Government Bill for encouraging Ship- 
building ; sent up from Lower House. 

4—First Reading of the Government Bill relating toa Special 
panic for the Indemnity Fund; sent up from Lower 

ouse. 

$—Virst Keading of the Government Bill relating to a Special 
Account for the Temporary War Fund; sent up from 
Lower House. 

6.—First Reading of a Bill for amending the first clause of the 
19th article of the Law of the Houses. 


Viscount Tani explained a Question pre- 
sented by him to the Government. During the 
month of December last year, two telegrams 
had been sent to Japan by Reuter to the effect 
that the Japanese Government had given to the 
Three Powers, Russia, Germany, and France, 
a pledge that neither Formosa nor the Pesca- 
dores should. ever be handed over to another 
Power, and that free access to their coasts for 
trading purposes should be allowed in perpe- 
tuity. This intelligence had seemed incred- 
ible, but it subsequently appeared in the semi- 
official organ, the Michi Nichi Shimbun, and 
therefore could scarcely be doubted. Certainly 
the Government’s conduct toward the Three 
Powers had been most strange. In the sequel 
of an almost unprecedenily victorious war, a 
portion of Chinese territory had been taken 
as part of the fruits of conquest. It was a posi- 
tion of vast strategical importance, yet, scarcely 
had the people’s shouts of triumph ceased to 
echo, when the Government, trembling at the 
frown of three European Powers, had agreed 
to abandon the hardly won territory. It ought 
to have been foreseen that such an acquisition 
could not fail to stir the jealousy of foreign 
States, and preparations to meet that contin- 
gency should have been made. If no such 
preparations were made, then the Govern- 
ment stood convicted of gross negligence. 
If the event was not foreseen, then the Go- 
vernment stood convicted of gross stupidity. 
Having yielded to the dictation of foreign 
Powers and agreed to retrocede the territory in 
exchange for a suitable indemnity, the Govern- 
ment had declared its resolve to itself conduct 
the negotiation relating to the indemnity with 
China, excluding all foreign interference, But 
by and by it had been found necessary to appeal 
to the three European Powers, and they had 
reduced Japan’s demand from 50 million taels 
to 30 millions, thus making to China a present 
of 20 million taels, and graciously permitting 
Japan to receive 30 millions. It was the 
strangest and most humiliating method of 
managing a country’s foreign relations. Quite 
consistent, too, had been the settlement of the 
Thales incident : without stopping to determine 
the rights and wrongs of the case. Finally, when 
the nation was copgratulating itself that it 
had obtained absolute possession of For- 
mosa at least, it suddenly learned that it 
had obtained only partial possession, for to say 
that a thing belongs absolutely to a man when 
he is forbidden to dispose of it as he pleases is 
obviously absurd. In view of these things, he 
felt constrained to seek some explanation from 
the Government on the subject. 

The first Bill on the Order was passed with- 
out debate. (Vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, January 14th.) 

The Minister of Communications having 
briefly introduced the second and third 
Bills, they were entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. (Vide Proceedings of Lower House, 
January 14th.) 

The fourth and fifth Bills having been in- 
troduced by the Minister of State for Finance, 
were entrusted to a Special Committee. (Vide 


The remaining three Bills were similarly 
mmitted to Special Committees, and the 
House rose at 2.30 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met for Committee work only. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY I3TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 11 a.m., the Order of the 
Day being :— 


1.—Report of the Petitions Committee. 

2.—First Reading of the Government Bill relating to the Na- 
tional Banks on the expiration of their charters ; sent up 
from Lower House. 

3.—First Reading of the Government Bill relating to the Note 
Issues of the National Banks; sent up from the Lower 

. House. 

those advanced by Viscount Soga. a Feadiog | of the Government, Bilt relating to the 

° i i i pecial Disposal of National Banks before the expiration 

Mr. Murakami Keisaku supported the Bill. of their charters : sent up from Lower House. 

It seemed to him that when they remembered <a Reading of the Government Bill relating % the Note 

the facts that the Sovereign himself had been ne ae Pera ene Sane ane wee ener ets ae 

obliged to contribute a sum out of the Crown —— Reading of Mil vélating to Rallars in Hokkaido. 

allowance and that the officials had been obliged | 7 Representation relating to a Public Library. 

to give ten per cent. of their salaries for the} Prince Nijo, President of the Petitions Com- 

purposes of ship-building, and that the people 

were now about to be heavily taxed for the 


mittee, presented a brief report. 
purpose of increasing the empire’s armaments, The first four Bills on the Order, having been 
the members of the House of Peers should not 


introduced by Baron Tajiri, were entrusted to 
hesitate to make a similar sacrifice. 


a Special Committee. 
Mr. Kodama Junichiro ridiculed the ideathat|_ Prince .Konoye introduced the Bill relat- 
a country like Japan could not afford to pay the |'®8 to Hokkaido Railways. . The - pro- 
trifling sum required for paying a few members vided that the Government should take steps 
of the House of Peers. to survey and _ construct the following pri- 
The closure was moved but rejected. mary railways in Hokkaido :—{1) a line from 
After some further discussion, a closed ballot | Asahi-gawa ofa Takaton and Kushiro to Ami- 
was taken, when 31 voted for the Bill and 98 shiri ; (2) a line from Asahi-gawa to Soya ; (3) 
pte Foc Dest bs Hatadasn, tur hs Workor sii 
rom Otaru e, - 
Pe EENIS THOS NET struction be divided with reference to the re- 
lative importance of the lines, and that opera- 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 12TH. tions on each section be continuous; that the 
HOUSE OF PEERS. necessary funds be obtained by issuing railway 
The House met at 10.50 a.m., the Order of | bonds; that the rate of interest on the bonds 
the Day being— be-5 per cent.; thal, with regard to these railway 
1.—Second Reading of the Government Bill for rarer a bonds, particulars not included in the present 
portion of the Railway Construction Law; sent up ‘rom | Bill be regulated by the provisions of the Con- 
#.—Second Reading of 2 Supplementary Budget payrig. Hafli solidated Bonds Imperial Ordinance No. 66 of 
aay “= Seer ee cde ison Lome i the roth year of Afegi ; that the Hokkaido lines 
3.—First Reading of the Government Bill for granting, bY) be completed within 15 years from the date of 
Salary an maceion Meritorious Services to teachers commencing their construction ; that the total 
in Commercial Primary Schools; sent up from Lower} construction fund should not exceed 33 mil- 
4-—First Reading of the Government Bill relating to the Re-| lions yen, to be raised in 15 years commenc- 
tiring Allowances of Officers of Public Schools; sent up ing from the 29th year of Meiji ; and that 
§—First Reading of the Government Bill for increasing thelthe Government, having caused each section 





from Lower House. 
Capital for the Purch £ Materials for ship-building at E ri 
Proceedings of Lower House, January 14th.) the Naval Stations; sent up from Lowe: Heese. shiatiad to be surveyed, mies ry its = in oes 
: : . Fi " ill for abolishing s " 
Viscount Soga introduced the last Bill, pro- oF Monicipal. Government in the Three Cities; sent up Budget and see ie ty ‘ approva ’ " 
viding that the roth Article of the Law of the from Lower House. __|speaker explained that the Governments at- 
8 9 7—First Reading of a Bill for supplementing the Municipal itude toward the roblem of railway construc- 
Houses be amended in the sense that all mem- “" Guverumens System: sent up from Lower liouse, litude tow p 
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tion in Hokkaido seemed altogether too indif- 
ferent, and that some sleps on the part of the 
Diet were essential. 

Mr. Matsumoto, Vice-Minister of Home 
Affairs, denied that the Government showed 
any indifference to this subject. Theconstruc- 
tion of essential lines had already been com- 
menced in Hokkaido and would be carried on 
steadily. The very routes enumerated by Prince 
Konoye had been considered and were under- 
going fuller examination. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

Professor Toyama introduced the Represen- 
tation for establishing an Imperial Library, 
He declared that the absence of such: an in- 
stitution was among the most conspicuous 
defects of the Empire... A University had been 
established and an Imperial Museum, but the 
nation was still without the chief essential to 
scholarship, a great library. In every civilized 
country such an institution existed, and large 
sums were expended for its support, but Japan 
treated the question with the utmost indifference. 

At this point the House was counted out at 
2.10 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The Committees alone met. 
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KOREAN NEWS. 
oo 





February 1. 

Although several correspondents of Tokyo 
journals, writing from Sdul, have agreed that 
the present outbreak in Korea is fomented by 
the Min faction, and has for its objects the res- 
toration of that family to administrative power 
and the destruction of the statesmen and officials 
connected with the murder of the Queen, official 
accounts do not support any such theory. ‘On 
the contrary ; they aver that the Min politicians 
have no sympathy whatever with the rebels, and 
that the head of the Min family is lending the 
Government every assistance to restore tranquil- 


* lity. These reports attribute the émeute entire- 


ly to discontent caused by the hair-cutting 
ordinance and its unceremonious enforcement. 
It is in fact, a trival affair, not at all likely to 
develop serious dimensions. 

An unwanted calm seems to prevail just now 

over the usually strong sea of Korean politics. 
One might almost imagine that Count Inouye 
were back in Séul. The Kims appear to be 
firmly seated in power, the leader of the Cabinet 
and the Minister of Foreign Affairs being of 
that family. As for the Tai W6n-kun, whether 
‘he is contented to have finally disposed of his 
long-time enemy the Queen, or whether he 
thinks that the times have left him behind, he 
takes no apparent interest in politics nor makes 
any attempt to interfere with the administration. 
The Cabinet seems to be progressive, and, for 
the moment, things are moving in the right 
groove. 

We gather the following from the latest Soul 
correspondence of the Tokyo journals. The 
riot in Chhun-chhon is assuming a serious as- 
pect, but the mobs that rose in W6n-ju and 
Antung have been dispersed. The Chhun- 
Chhon rebels, joined by malcontents from vari- 
ous districts, now aggregate more than 2,coo. 


_ The new Local Governor, who, hoping to dis- 


Metin alia ed 


perse the rioters by persuasion, hastily departed 
for his destination unaccompanied by a sufficient 
escort, was seized by the rebels and put to 
death. The town and its environs have fallen 
into their hands. The ringleader is one Li 
Chhun-yong, Chief of the Phokun, abody of rifle- 
men ordinarily engaged in hunting but capable 
of organization as troops on occasions of emer- 
gency. This band of men has joined the insur- 
gents. The Cabinet has already despatched a 
high official of the Home Office, under escort, 
to the scene of the trouble, and sent after him, 
ata day’s interval, another company of regular 
troops. The rebels are traversing the country. 
They carry banners inscribed with ideographs 


has been assassinated. The Home Mini- 
ster, who is chiefly responsible for the 
issue and summary enforcement of the hair- 
cutting edict, is said to be considerably per- 
turbed about the serious cousequences of his 
reform. In the latter part of January, he 
issued an instruction to Local Governors telling 
them not to enforce the edict so strictly as they 
did originally. 

Cho Wi-y6n, an ex-Minister of War, who was 
deprived of office by way of disciplinary punish- 
ment in connection with the coup d’éfdit of Oc- 
tober 8th, has been pardoned and reinstated in 
his former post, which was temporarily assuined 
by O Yun-chung, Minister of Finance. This 
is regarded by the Soul correspondents as a very 
satisfactory step, for Cho is said to be most 
popular in Korean military circles. The King, 
as already reported telegraphically, has sent to 
Mr. Hoshi Toru, ex-Legal Adviser of the 
Cabinet, a letter warmly thanking him for the 
meritorious services rendered by him to the 
Government of Korea and enclosing 1,000 yen. 
There is talk of securing once more the services 
of Mr. Ishizuoka, a Councillor of the Legislative 
Bureau, who was formerly an adviser to the 
Korean Cabinet. Rumour adds that the Cabinet 
is further deliberating about applying for Mr. 
Sugimura Fukashi, ex-Secretary of the Japanese 
Legation in Séul, to employ him in the capacity 
either of Adviser-in-Chief, or Adviser to the 
Home Office. The name even of Viscount 
Miura is included, according to report, among 
those Advisers whom the Korean Government 
is desirous of obtaining from Japan. 

February 4. 

Yesterday evening the Shogyo Shimpo pub- 
lished the following extra :— 

The King of Korea has issued orders that Cho 

ieyon, Minister of War, U Pon-son, Li Tu-ho, 

i Pom lai and Kwon Yonge-chin, be beheaded 
pnd thetic heads exposed. Simultaneously with 

ve issue of this edict, Kin, the Minister President, 
aud Chong, Minister of Agriculture and Com- 
merce, were killed and theice corpses diagged 
theough the streets. Yu, Minister of Home 
Affairs, was about to be arrested, but succeeded 
in effecting his escape. ‘The detachment of Rus- 
sian Marines, numbering ovee 200, that landed 
recently at Ninsen, entered Sdul on the night of 
the roth instant. 
The above purports to be a telegram sent from 
Sdul at 8.30 a.m. on the rith instant. 


The Yoméurt also published an extra, con- 
taining a telegram sent o/é Fasan :— 


To-day, the r1th instant, a serious distut bance 
occucred in Séul. The Minister President, Kin 
Hoing-chin, and all the high officials constituting 
the pro-Japanese party, were driven from office. 
Pak Chongeyang has become Minister President, 
combining with that post the office of Minister of 
Home Affairs. Li Won-yong has heen appointed 
Chief of Police. Kin, the former Minister Pre- 
sident, and seven others have been assassinated. 
The King aud the Crown Prince have gone to the 
Russian Legation and are there still, 

The Asahé gives a still later meessage, sent 
from Séul at 5.40 p.m. on the 11th. According 
to this, a new Cabinet has been formed :— 

Minister President—Kin Pyong-si. 

Minister of Home Affairs—Pak Chong-yang. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and of Commeice 
aud Agriculture and of Education—Li Won-yang. 

Minister of War and Chief of Police—Li Yun- 
yong. 

Minister of Justice—Cho Pyongechih. 

Minister of Finance-Yuen Youg-ku, 

It would be idle to comment on this intelli- 
gence until we know how much of it is trust- 
worthy. 








CHINESE NEWS. 
——————_~—______ 
February 10. 
The Kirin outrage seems likely to take a 
high place among the misdeeds of Chinese 
officialdom. Its origin dates from 1891, when 
a missionary named Dr. Greig was the object 
of a brutal assault, in consequence of which the 


signifying ‘‘ Death to those that have their hair-! British Foreign Office claimed and obtained 


cut.” It is not yet known exactly how often | 


# this motto hes been practically obeyed, but 


rumour says that one Japanese merchant, trans- 
acting business in a district visited by the mub, 





three concessions from China; first, that the 
Emperor’s proclamation of June, 1891, about 
Christianity should be issued at Kirin; second- 
ly that the culprits should be punished; and, 


Google 


thirdly that two payments, one of $5,000 and 
the other of $6,000, should be made. Sab- 
sequently the Tsung-li Yamén coolly repudiated 
these concessions, and fresh negotiations had to 
be opened, the issue of which was that instead 
of sum of $6,000 the Chinese Government 
would pay $950 for a hospital site to be secur- 
ed privately by Dr. Greig. The $5,000 was 
paid, but as for the posting of the proclamation, 
the Tartar General declared that it had been 
posted already and whether the culprits were 
punished or not, the public does not know. 
The sequel of the affair, as already related, was 
that the man who had sold the land to “ Devil 
Greig” was brutally beaten by the Chinese 
magistrate, and a British Consul is now on his 
way from Newchwang to obtain redress, but as 
the affair stands, it is one of the most disgrace- 
ful Chinese official outrages on record. 


Perhaps the best proof that railways in China 
are about to become an accomplished fact is 
furnished by the action of the Chinese in Pekin. 
They are bidding so keenly forthe land in the 
vicinity of the projected terminus in the western 
sububrs of the city that land-owners find their 
property fifteen times as valuable as it was 
before. 

The Japanese Commissioners sent to choose 
sites for settlements at the newly-opened ports 
in China have produced a very good impres- 
sion in Chungking. They are young and active 
mercantile men whose business training quali- 
fies them to choose the best spots available for 
commercial purposes. This method of Japan’s 
is contrasted with that of European nations 
which send Consuls to select sites for settle- 
ments and leave the merchants to accommodate 
themselves afterwards to the situations as best 
they can. 

The Pekin Gasetfe contains an official ac- 
count of the doings of the Mahommedan rebels 
and the Imperial forces in Kansa up to the 
end of October. It is impossible to make ont 
from the story which side had the advantage up 
to that time. One fact only emerges quite 
clearly, namely, that Li Keiyung, the Provincial 
Commander-in-Chief was surrounded by the 
rebels and in danger of annihilation at the time 
when the report was compiled. Li’s method of 
fighting seems to be peculiar. He commenced 
his campaign against the rebels by concentrating 
his army ata certain place and entrenching it 
in expectation of a Mahommedan attack. By 
and by he found that the Mahommedans, acting 
under an impression similar to his own, had con- 
centrated their forces ata place ten miles distant 
and fortified it by felling trees, digging trenches, 
and so forth. Li, instead of marching to the 
assault of the rebel position, sent a detachinent 
with axes and spades to remove the obstructions, 
as though the ditches and the logs were the real 
enemies to be dislodged. Of course the detach- 
ment got roughly handled, and Li, advancing 
to its relief, a general engagement ensued, of 
such a determined nature that a rain-storm put 
an end to it. That is a very good specimen of 
the kind of fighting that is going on. The 
Imperial forces pursue the same tactics always, 
posting a part of their troops to await the 
enemy's attack, and hiding the rest in pits 
or other places ofambush. One would suppose 
that the efficacy of such strategy must diminish 
with its novelty, but the conservatism of Chinese 
Generalsis magnificent, Little has been heard 
lately of this rebellion that once threatened to 
become so formidable, but the cold of mid- 
winter, rather than the destruction of the insur- 
gents, may be responsible for the cessation of 
large operations. 

February 11. 

The Emperor of China has cashiered, and 
dismissed for ever from the public service, 
Wang, Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Appointments, and Ch’ang, Vice-President of 
the Board of Revenue. Last year, according to 
some authorities, when Pekin was in terror of 
a Japanese attack, an intrigue is said to have 
been set on foot to destroy the influence of the 
Empress Dowager, and, perhaps, to divide the 
Court against itself. Other historians of cur- 
rent events allege thal no intrigue existed, but 
that many loyal servants of the Crown, indig- 
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nant at the abject hamiliation suffered by the 
country in consequence of the total breakdown 
of the military and naval defences organized and 
controlled by the Empress-Dowager's nominees, 
notably the Viceroy Li, were unable to confine 
their expressions of anger within prudent limits. 
Whether intriguers or patriots, Wang and 
Ch’ang used some very stiong language at an 
audience with the Emperor. No notice was 
taken of their words at the time—a significant 
faci—but nine months afterwards, the Emperor 
issued a decree, in which, after extolling the 
Empress Dowager's virtues and abilities, he ex- 
claims :—‘‘ Imagine, then, our feelings to hear, 
when granting certain audiences, from the lips 
of uncouth and coarse men who have no sense 
of refinement, self-restraint, or discrimination, 
words and sentiments calculated to lessen our 
filial gratitude and respect for Her Imperial 
Majesty.” The two Vice-Presidents are finally 
charged with “ frequently using vilifying words 
with sinister intent to cause a breach between 
the Empress Dowager and ourselves,” and are 
sentenced as above described. It is reported 
that Ch’ang has died heart-broken and that 
Wang has become a suicidal maniac. 


The excise charged by the Chinese Govern- 
ment on poppy cultivation is 78 cents per acre 
in the plains and 51 cents on the hills—rates 
that do not indicate much anxiety to check the 
manufacture of opium in the Middle King- 
dom. The poppy-growing districts in the pro- 
vince of Kansu have been completely devasted 
by the Mohammedan rebels, and the cultivators 
having lost all their crops, it has been found 
necessary to remit the excise. 

On the 31st of January a block of 13 houses 
in course of construction in Seward Road 
in Shanghai settlement, collapsed, varying 
several men under the ruins. Four were extri! | 
cated in a badly burt condition, but on being 
carried to hospital, stoutly refused to be treated 
by foreign doctors. Four were killed. 


Latest intelligence says that the celebrated 
Chang-chih-tung, Viceroy of Nanking, will re- 
tain his post, and will not be replaced by Liu 
Kung-yi. The news is welcomed chiefly for 
the reason that Chang is pledged to promote 
the construction of the Shanghai-Soochow- 
Nanking railway. 

One of the Viceroy Li’s most trusted and 
competent subordinates was his private secre- 
tary, he Féng-lo, an accomplished English 
scholar, who accompanied the Viceroy to Japan 
and played an important part in the negotiations 
connected with the Shimonoseki Treaty. Lo 
was expectant Customs Taotai of Tientsin and 
ex-Naval Secretary of the Peiyang. Itis alleged 
that he has been cashiered owing to denun- 
ciatory memorials addressed to the Throne by 
several Censors. If that be true, the ex-Viceroy’s 
Li’s influence must be very small in Pekin. 

There is much talk of a rebellion on a large 
scale destined to break out in the Kwangtung 
province next April. The military authorities 
in Canton are said to be making great prepara- 
tions against the insurgents, who seem to be 
actuated principally by hostility towards the 
Tartars. 

The American Commission reached Chung- 
king on the 11th of January and started for 
Ichang on the 15th, reaching that town on Jan. 
25th. They found nothing special to do at the 
former place, for of the two principal claims in 
connection with the Szechuan outrages, one, 
that of the Methodist Episcopal Mission, had 
already been settled for 30,325 Tls., and the 
other, that of the Baptist Mission, had not yet 
been fully ascertained. The experiences of the 
three Commissioners in their long journey of 
100 days through four Chinese provinces, were 
sometimes exceedingly trying. The had a large 
American flag carried before them until it wore 
out, and they never failed to receive official 
visitors in a room decorated with stars and 
stripes. On one occasion they travelled for 18 
days through the loess country in a continuous 
rut, so deep that the voyager can see nothing 
on either side, and so narrow that when two 
carts meet, the occupants of one must dig a hole 
and retire into it nntil the other passes. 

The Japanese Commercial Mission speak in 





eulogistic terms of the treatment accorded to 


them by the Chinese officials at Chungking, 
where such a rough reception had been predict- 
ed for them by foreign newspaper correspon- 
dents, They aré said to have expressed belief 
in the possibility of navigating the Yangtsze 
between Ichang and Chungking. 

A British missionary reports, from the Sungari 
districts, that parties of Russians have been 
exploring the provinces of Tsitsihar, Kirin, and 
Féoglien in Manchuria. These operations are 
viewed with uneasiness. 

The city of Nanking seems likely to possess 
the first water-works in China. The advocates 
of this great reform were repeatedly rebuffed by 
the former Viceroy, Liu Kun-yi, but are said to 
have obtained the sanction of the present Vice- 
roy, Chang. 

The Pekin Ministry of War has resolved to 
establish, in different parts of the city, schools 
in each of which 500 lads will receive military 
training under foreign officers and graduates 
of the Tientsin Military Academy. 
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ETHICS IN THE WEST. 
Error ey eee an 

* The sympathy aroused in England by the 
death of Sergius Stepniak illustrates the curious 
a(titade of the Occidental mind towards foreign 
criminals. It does not really seem to matter 
much what act of violence a man may have 
been guilty of if only the place of his crime be 

country ruled by a despotic government, and 
if he succeeds in escaping to the asylum of all 
refugees, Great Britain. Stepniak murdered 
General Mezentzeff, Chief of Police in St. 
Petersburg, 18 years ago. Nobody in England 


lseems to have known at the time, or to have 


liscovered subsequently, the exact cause of the 
crime. One story is that Stepniak being sus- 
pected of sedition, and having succeeded in 
eluding arrest, his mother was apprehended 
and questioned, but as she refused to betray 
her son, Mezentzeff tried to unlock her lips by 
having her flogged. If Alexander the Second’s 
Chief of Police perpetrated such a piece of 
brutality, he certainly deserved to be shot. 
But the point is that even now nobody seems 
to know whether that was Stepniak’s incentive 
or whether he simply obeyed the revolutionary 
mania that disturbed his whole life. The fact 
is that a reason was not asked for. He was 
accepted in England as a man who had struck 
a blow at Russian antocracy, and lived safely 
in London, regarded by the circle in which he 
moved as a person of exceptional intellect and 
the kindliest possible disposition. A wretched 
fate overtook him. He was cut to pieces ata 
level crossing near Chiswick two days before 
Christmas, and the newspapers wrote as if a 
philanthropist, not an assassin, had died. The 
unhappy man’s real name was Serge Michael- 
ovitch Kraotchinsky. 


KIAOCHOW BAF.. 

+--- 

The statement that Kiaochow Bay has been 
leased to Russia by China as a winter naval 
station, appears to be now strongly discredited. 
The North China Datly News publishes a con- 
tradiction, said to be based on good authority, 
to the effect that, so far from leasing the Bay to 
Russia, the Chinese Government utterly refused 
to entertain any such proposal, and by way of 
emphasising their refusal, took steps to fortify the 
place. It is a little difficult to place implicit 
credence in this denial, but our own opinion all 
along has been that the active and immediate 
potentialities of Russia’s policy in the Far East 
are greatly exaggerated, especially by sensation- 
mongers, whose sole méffer is to simulate in- 
sight and prescience that they do not possess. 
Russia moves slowly. Her interests do not 
counsel any precipitate policy in this part of the 
world. Events are shaping themselves at pre- 


sent pretty, much as she desires, and she is not 


prepared to see them travel any faster. 
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MATTHEW ARNOLD ON HIS CON. 
TEMPORARIES. 


a +>-- * she = 

Professor Edward Dowden, ina review of Mr. 
George W. E. Russell’s ‘* Letters of Matthew 
Arnold, 1848-1880,” a most delightful book, 
according to all accounts, calls attention to the 
severe strictures passed by the author of the 
letters on his contemporaries. Irrespective of 
the justice or injustice of such criticisms, it is 
always interesting to know what ote great man 
thinks of other great men, if only to illustrate 
the fact that men are cast in such different 
moulds as at times to prevent their appreciating 
each other in any way whatever, This is what 
Matthew Arnold hasto say about men and wo- 
men whom so many admire and love:—‘‘ Tenny- 
son is not a great and powerful spirit in any 
line ;’’ with all his “temperament and artistic 
skill, he is deficient in intellectual power.” 
Mrs. Browning is ‘‘ hopelessly confirmed in her 
aberration from health, nature, beauty, and 
truth.” Thackeray is ‘not, to my thinking, a 
great writer.” The mind of Charlotte Bronté 
contains nothing but hunger, rebellion, and 
rage. ‘‘ Froude has very sinister ways of look- 
ing at history.” Freeman is ‘‘an ardent, 
learned, and honest man, but he is a ferocious 
pedant.” Stubbs “is not ferocious, but not 
without his dash of pedantry.” Mr. Hutton, of 
the Spectator, has ‘‘ the fault of seeing so very 
far into a milestone.” Bishop Wilberforce has 
a truly emotional spirit, but ‘‘no real power 
of mind.” Ruskin it is impossible to like, 
and yet improved by evening dress, plain 
black and white, ‘‘ and by his fancy be- 
ing forbidden to range through the world of 
coloured cravats’”’ he grows slightly attractive. 
Carlyle ‘I never much liked. He seemed to 
me to be carrying coals to Newcastle, as our 
proverb says; preaching earnestness to a nation 
which had plenty of it by nature.” Henry 


Taylor is ‘‘not very interesting ; he talks too 
slow and is a little pompous.” 


Victor Hugo is 
not to be taken “so prodigiously au sfrieux” 
as Renan seems to take him. Swinburne is 
‘Ca sort of pseudo-Shelley,” with a “fatal 
habit of using a hundred words where one 
would suffice.” Seeley is lacking in lucidity. 


Disraeli’s speeches are ‘‘ heavy pompous pound- 


ing,” aud Gladstone’s are “ emotional verbiage,” 
Lord Salisbury is ‘‘a dangerous man, chiefly 
from want of any fine sense and experience 
of literature and its beneficient functions.” 
Sach criticisms are said to have been uttered 
without even a tinge of bitterness or mis- 
anthropy. By most they will be regarded as 
unjust. To many, however, they will appear as 
containing a grain of truth. In some cases 
they undoubtedly touch on weaknesses which 
have been detected by numerous competent 
judges. Professor Dowden was himself a 
victim ; for Arnold said that Professor Dowden’s 
“« Life of Shelley” was too much for his patience. 
But with an amiability rare in critics, this re- 
viewer's regard for Arnold is not influenced by 
the want of appreciation shown by the latter. 
He expresses his feelings by quoting those 


‘striking words of Géethe, ‘‘I love you; what is 


that to you’? “It is sometimes good,” says the 
Professor, ‘‘to have a loyal regard which is not 
returned.” What generous heart has not felt 
the same? 








THE VENEZUELAN CRISIS. 
eee eee eee 

The following interesting letter appeared in 
a recent issue of Zhe Times -— 

S1r,—l trust the enclosed letter,which I have just 
received from Dr. Westlake, Professor of Inter. 
national Law at Cambridge, will, ov account of its 
own interest and the high authority of its writer, 
be given a place in your columns. 

Yours truly, Henry P. BAasRLBIN. 

Oakley, Fallowfield, Dec. 3I. 


3, Chelsea Embankment, London, S.W., 
Dec. a8, 1895. 
Dgar Mr. Bagrtgin,—! willingly respond to your 


' request that I should give you my view of the present 


position of the Monroe doctrine. Every country has 
the right to follow in its policy any rule which does 
not iufsinge the sights of other countries and which it 
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deems to he for its own advantage. Thus, since 
France withdrew from her share of the joint position 
which she held with England in Egypt, it has been an 
English principle that if any European State hasa 
footing in Egypt it shall be England alone. So, too, 
it is a settled principle of Russian policy to regard the 
Tsar as the reversioner of Constantinople and not to 
promote any internal improvement in Turkey which 
might tend to delay the realization of that reversion. 
But such rules or principles are no part of interna- 
tional law. They cannot be quoted against the rights, 
or even against the policy, of any other country. 

The Monroe doctrine has been from its first an- 
nouncement, and still remains, a principle of United 
States policy exactly comparable with those which 
I have cited from our own hemisphere. But its pos- 
sible application is now very limited. 

One part of it was that the United States would 
not allow any political system which might exist in 
Europe to be extended to America. No attempt at 
such an extension is now to be imagined. Suppose, 
for instance, that Brazil, in orderto obtain support in 
her boundary dispute with France, were to ask to be 
taken into the system known as the Triple Alliance, 
No one can doubt that her application would be re- 
fused, quite independently of the Monroe doctrine. 
The friple Alliance would not dream of making a 
casus foederis of a boundary dispute in America. 

Another point was that the ‘‘ American continents 
are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for 
future colonization by any European Powers,” (Presie 
dent Monroe’s words.) No colonization in America is 
any longer possible, for the whole continent has been 
appropriated by civilized States, from one to the 
other of which territory may pass by the modes of 
transfer in use amongst such States, but colonization 
can only take place in the unappropriated parts of 
the world. 

Lastly, President Monroe said, ‘‘ One could not 
view any interposition forthe purpose of oppressing 
them” (the American States) ‘ or controlling in any 
other manner their destiny, by any European Power, 
in any other light than as the manifestation of an un- 
friendly disposition towards the United States.” Here 
the doctrine, even were it part of international law, 
would add nothing to the right which the United 
States, like every other Power, have by that law to 
intervene in defence of any otber State which they 
may deem to be oppressed. The assertion of the doc- 
trine only makes the exercise of that right a little 
more probable. 

Beyond these cases, no principle of right or of policy 
can claim with historical truth to be a part of the 
Monroe doctrine, Such as it historically is, that doc- 
trine ought to be spoken of without disrespect. It is 
no worse grounded in an equitable expediency than 
most of the settled policies which great nations have 
followed. It has not been denounced because until 
the present occasion it has not been addressed to 
foreign Powers as forming any argument to them. 
States do not usually employ their principles of policy 
as arguments to foreign Powers. They pursue them, 
but in each case in which they pursue them they try 
to bring themselves within the grounds of international 
aw applicable to the circumstances. The Monroe 
doctrine has now been addressed as an argument to 
England, and has been met, as it only could be, by the 
denial that it is international law and binding on us. 
But it remains the policy of the United States, to be 
borne in mind by other nations as a fact, though not 
as an element of law. 

I need not speak of such.arbitrary extensions of the 
Monroe doctrine as that which would declare that 
Canada cannot be allowed to remain permanently a 
part of the British Empire. If ever these should be 
adopted into United States policy, they would rank 
with the most flagitious of national policies instead of 
respectable ones. 

Believe me to be yours very faithfully, 

J. WasTLake, 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


PERSRRErT ET veneer ae) 


(Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 

«. sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
apondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


THE WINDFALLS OF 1895. 


To THE EpiTor oF THE “JAPAN Mat.” 

S1rk,—During the eventful year which closes to- 
day a very large number of enquiries for missing 
heirs, legatees, and others have appeared in the 
“Agony” columns of the Press. This mode of 
searching for kindred who have been lost sight of is 
now generally adopted, and the number of notices 
is increasing every year. Many next-of-kin adver- 
tisements possess more than a transitory value 
while others ace of a very romantic character. A 
few jottings on the more important cases for the 
year may, therefore, interest your readers. 

The reversioners.of the Trust estates, bequeathed 
by the Countees Strattmann in 1739, are informed 
that his Highness Prince Batthyany has adopted 
measures with a view to the realisation of such 
estates; and Agnes C. Cranston, whose lawful 
heits ave unkuown, bas willed her entive property 
in Switzerland to the Librarian of the Chamber of 





Deputies in Athens, and to her servant. Claimants 
toasum of £19,746 New Consols, arising fram 
the estate of G. H. M. Baker, are sought; Trust 
funds await the next-of-kin of T. C. Day, of 
Huddersfielé, who died in 1859; and the legatees 
of Michael Ballard, of Poole, deceased in 1756, 
are only now enquired for. Thomas Dowie, last 
heard of in Tasmania 40 years ago, is interested 
in the estate of his deceased sister; W.C.F. is 
pathetically informed that his father, who is 
dangerously ill, would like to see his son before 
too late; and Eliza Mills, who left England for 
New Zealand in 1860, is entitled to a share in the 
residuary estate of her brother, an Exhibition 
Hair Dye maker. Part of an accumulated in- 
come is due to Catherine Scott, formerly a 
pupil at a Roman Catholic Convent; G. J. Hare 
tison is entitled to a legacy of £500, be- 
queathed by the will of a lady who died in 1859; 
and Mary C.L., alleged to have left ber husband 
and gone to reside in South Africa, is entitled to 
trust funds. S. W. Moore, of Castlemaine in 
1861, and G. W. Moore, of Adelaide in 1858, are 
interested in a long-pending Chancery suit; 
Michael Connolly, said to have been drowned at 
Baltimore, is a missing legatee; and the heir of 
E.S., whose brother was convicted at Preston As- 
sizes in 1841 and sentenced to transportation, is 
enquired for. 

Mary J. Bolton, of Devon, whose father was a 
Captain in the army, has died intestate without 
parent, brother, sister, uncle, aunt, nephew, niece, 
or cousinegerinan surviving her, consequently 
more temote kindred are sought: also the chil- 
dren of Stephen Dobson, who lived near Liverpool 
60 years ago; while John Beasley, last heard of 
as driving a cab in Manchester in 1883, is inform. 
ed that his father and mother are dead, and it will 
be to his advantage to make himself known, The 
unknown heirs of George Henderson, who died in 
America, are required to show cause why his 
estate should wot, in their absence, escheat to the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; S.R.G.A. Ha- 
milton can teceiye a sum of money without com- 
ing to England; and W. C. Neilson, an adopted 
son, supposed to have died in a Glasgow Poor- 
house in 1868, is a missing heir. Information is 
wanted of Dr. Jolin Dale, who left Cork for Ame- 
rica 20 years ago; alsoas to the children of the 
nephews and nieces of Reuben Dickinson, who 
died in 1833. Henry Parker, of London in 1886, 
Samuel Parker, of Rotherham iu 1875, and Wal- 
ter Parker, of Derby in 1868, were, nearly 30 
years ago, certified as entitled to funds, which are 
only now divisible; the children of James Jenkins, 
of Birmingham, deceased in 1826, are missing ; 
also the descendants of William Robinson, of Ox. 
ford, who married in 1729. 


The relations of Elizabeth Jeffery, of Mosterton, 
who committed suicide; the children of Robert 
Ingram of Somerset, deceased in 1825; the nep- 
hews and nieces of William Kent, of Billinghay, 
who died in 1843; and the heirs of David Paul, 
of Hull 20 years ago, have all dropped out of 
sight. Frederick, George, and Edmund R. Wright, 
who sailed for Australia between 1834-45, are in- 
terested in the estate of their deceased sister; and 
the Avery, Challacombe, and Vye families, for- 
merly of Ilfracombe, may share in the estate of a 
lady who has died without any near kindred; 
while £3,526 is divisible among the unknown heirs 
of John Renny, who died abroad. 

Among many persons enquired for by the 
Chancery Division of the Supreme Court of Judi- 
cature aré the next-of-kin of Joseph Gascoyne, 
died in 1812; the danghter of Lady Nisbet; the 
Navone family, not heard of for 30 years, and 
believed to have gone to Peru; W. L. Kennedy, 
financial agent, last seen in East Africa; Michael 
Askew, last heard of at Niagara Falls in 1867; 
F, K. Jobin, who left Switzerland in 1858; W. 
W. Broom, last heard of at Bath in 1847; the 
nieces of Thomas Jackson, of Tipperary, who 
died in 1843; the children of James Michell, of 
Bristol, deceased prior to 1839; Francis Thorp, 
last heard of in Mexico in 1868; George Marsh, 
of Auckland, who died in 1876; and Maria 
Onions, desciibed as of Derby, Carlisle, Scotland, 
London, and lastly of America. 

Amoug many persons who are wanted for their 
‘advantage’ may be mentioned Albert Dawson, 
who was a Levy Leader in the Zulu War; W. 
Hinde, last heard of in a Birmingham workhouse ; 
H. Ilett, who left London for America in 1857 ; 
Robert Sawyers, of Manchester 30 years ago; 
James Keeble, who left for New Zealand in 1876 ; 
William Purchase, who emigrated in 1848; J. L. 
Sproat, of India 15 years ago; C. J. Wells, of 
Exeter, last heard of in Philadelphia; the son of 
Major C. A. Young, supposed to be in Canada, 
while a lady companion, who visited Monte Catlo 
and other Continental towns, and James Scho- 
field, of Manchester in 1861, are wanted for somee 
thing ** greatly” to their benefit, Odher missing 
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beneficiaries are Thomas Cock, who left Liver- 
pool in 18773 George Cooper, horn at Havie in 
1836; John Davies, of Breconshire, who emigrat. 
ed in 1866; and John Lindsay, formerly of 
Edinburgh. 

The next-of-kin or heirs of the following are 
sought :—Frank Hallock, who was killed in a rail- 
way accident 25 years ago; Ellen E. Hinchliffe, 
who emigrated to Canada in 1856; Joseph Starr, 
formerly of America, who died in Sheffield. in 
1871; Thomas Parkin, who left Brisbane for Eng- 
land in 1875 in a ship which was lost; James 
Sinden, who died at St. James’ Palace in 1851; 
wee Lawrie, deceased in Melbourne, 1872; Ann 

ate, who died in 1825; Michael O’Brien, of 
Scarborough, 70 years ago; Major David Fitz- 
gerald, of ‘Dublin, who died in the 1874; James 
Jacdine, of Liverpool, and H. D. Burford, who 
died in the Leicester Infirmary. 

Representatives of Shareholders in the West 
New Jersey Society, whose dividends have bean 
unclaimed since 1692, are sought; the Treasury 
Solicitor has advertised for next-of-kin in some 40 
cases of intestacy where no heirs are known ; lists 
of Colonial intestates are also issued, and large 
rewards offered for missing birth, marriage, and 
death certificates. 

I fear that I have trespassed on your valuable 
space, but the interesting nature of the subject 
must be my apology. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

SIDNEY H. PRESTON. 

27, Chancery Lane, London, W.C., 

31st December, 1895. 





REVIEW. 
EREOE RTE? ene eT 
Thts Goodly Frame the Earth. Stvay Impressions 
of Scenes, Incidents, and Persons in a.Fourney 
touching Yapan, China, Egypt, Palestine, and 
Greece. By Francis Tirrany. Boston and 
New York: Houcuton, MirrFzin & Co. 


HegRE is a book, seeming, as one first apens it, to 
be a “book of travels;” in large part too appa- 
rently that forbidding thing to readers long re- 
sident on this side of the world—“ another book 
on Japan.” But a little turning of the pages 
quiets one’s fears, and glances here and there 
soon disclose the pleasant fact that a new aud rich 
contribution to the, book lover’s-lore and especi- 
ally to such literature as is welcome to us of the 
Farthest East, has appeared. Mr. Tiffany ‘‘ went 
acound the world”? two years ago, and this book 
is a sequel to his wanderings. Yet, here is no 
itinerary of journeyings, nor isthere here any pro- 
fessed descriptions of peoples, places, institutions, 
manners, and customs such as mark the work of the 
ordinary traveller. This book is by acknowledg- 
ment more a self-revelation of its writer than at- 
tempted reproductions for its readers of the facts of 
the lands and peoples with whom his travellings 
brought him in touch. Of course, the multitude of 
sights, incidents, experiences of all sorts that one 
will meet in a world-rounding journey crowd these 
charming pages, but Mr. Tiffany's treatment of 
them is an opulent display of Emerson's saying, 
that ome takes far more to a journey than the 
journey gives to him. The chief excellence of the 
book, however, lies in the fact that its writer’s 
“stray impressions” are well worth communicating 
to others. Mec. Tiffany.was the cultured scholar, 
the cheery philosopher, the warm-hearted hu- 
manitarian, the kindly friend, gone-a-wandering 
without haunting care following, and with only 
to-day to take thought for. So then, when he 
gives himself freely in these pages as he was in 
thought and mood while in contact with ‘ scenes, 
incidents, and persons in a journey touching Japan, 
China, Egypt, Palestine, and Greece,” he makes 
contributionsof exceptional value to the culture and 
pleasure of those who receive his ‘ impressions.” 


There is not space at command here to treat 
the coutents of this book atlength. Naturally our 
own iminediate interest is in the product of Mr. 
Tiffany’s two months’ stay in Japan. There are 
other parts of. the ‘‘ impressions” that are pro- 
bably of more worth than those made by his ex- 
periences in this country, but we have yet to read 
anything of Japan and the Japanese more well 
intended and withal more justified than that which 
Mr. Tiffany has written, Such delicious, tenderly 
touching humour, as well as grave, philosophic 
reflection, pervades all that this weiter has to say ! 
He had heard of, but had not seen, Mr. Hearn’s 
noteworthy essay upon “The Japavese Smile.” 
His own “spontaneous impression ” is that “the 
smile is a national institution and not an indivie 
dual act. It is the distilled essence of a thousand 
years of transmitted practice. Though at the 
farthest remove in beauty from the abstract grin 
which was all that remained of the vanishing catin 
‘Alice in Wonderland,’ it none the less represents 
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just such an abstraction, No need is there of 
anything behind it. In the majority of cases there 
is nothing behind it. It now floats disengaged on 
the air, without conscious motive, pure smile per 
se.” Speaking of the apparent lack of privacy in 
Japanese social life, Mr. Tiffany remarks :—*‘ So 
accustomed, indeed, are the mass of Japanese to 
living in public, as no longer to be conscious of 
the fact that they are in public. Having no con-' 
trast in their minds of the feeling of privacy, they 
are as perfectly at their ease under the eye 
man as under the eye of the sun, Each man 
is thus shut up to establishing his own castle 
inside his own skin.” ‘ Japan is the country 
of countries for watching the perpetual going on 
of the external comedy of human life. The 
curtain is always up and the play is in lively 
progress. Here one can quietly loaf, and without 
discomposing husband, wife, or child watch every- 
thing going on within,—yes, and very likely know 
just as much about it as he did before.” Of 
the fiction that Japanese babies ‘do not cry.” we 
have the note, “ thisis untrue. They docry. But 
then, they are so very young! Perfect manners at 
six months would be an unreasonable expectation 
even in Japan.” Mc. Tiffany makes the pregnant 
comment upon the adulation bestowed by so many 
enthusiastic travellers upon the ‘ kindliness,”’ 
*€ courtesy,” “sympathy,” etc., of the Japanese : — 
“ Bor the first week in Japan the new-comer is ac- 
tually believing this; so fascinating, so charmingly 
acted, is the comedy of manners played before his 
eyes. He thinks, ‘Oh! that we might ever hope 
to be as innately courteous as these people,” ‘The 
fact is, he has simply knocked the brains out of his 
judgment on the near bottom through an attempt 
to dive fo profound depths in a pool not over two 
inches deep. It is the mistake one is forever 
making in Japan through taking outside for in- 
side, expression for impression.” 

But this book is not wholly made up light 
humourous touches'such asthese, There is much 
grave, earnest reflection too. -At the tonrbs:of the 
* Forty-Seven Ronis,” the “heroic moral stand- 
ard” of the Japanese made him say :—“* The man 
who can read this story without high-wrought 
admiration for such qualities ‘of loyalty, courage, 
and fathomless contempt of self, has no sense in 
him of the heroic;'as equally the man belongs 
back in the realm of savagery who does not shud- 
der at such Moloch sacrifice, on a blood-reeking 
feudal altar, of all other graces and sanctities of 
life.” Other quotation in abundance tempts one in 
noticing the wise, deep-going thought Mr. Tif- 
fany has given us, but time here forbids. We 
will not, however, pass by one extract from the 
pages he devotes to his visit to Kamakura. He 
recognizes the fact that the “ profounder questions 
of human life and destiny have in to age taken a 
strong speculative:hold on this peaple.’’— None 
the less in just the same sense that Europe is 
Aryanized Christian, so is Japan still thoroughly 
Buddhistic in attitude, the present rage for Her- 
bert Spencer notwithstanding.” ‘ The mistake of 
mistakes is it to think that creeds effect nothing 
because they are to effect everything.” But before 
the great image at Kamakura our writer. sees the 
real Buddhism. ‘‘ Colossal embodiment of a great 
world-religion that has brought peace to millions of 
the weary and heavy laden, the tranquil, breath- 
less essence of that rest revealed in its now. super- 
sensuous founder,—such is the significance of 
the vast presence before one! The mighty 
head bowed in serene tranquillity, the breathless 
calm, the peace too massive, too diffused, too ele- 
mental, to suggest any definite form of thought, 
of desire, of emotion—~yes, the peace passing un- 
derstanding, which could not be what it is if the 
understanding grasp and measure it—this, the in- 
effable, interior heaven of the supreme mysteries 
of all ages, of Plotinus, Boehme, Saint Teresa of 
Avila, is what the great image makes palpable to 
soul and sense.” 

Mr. Tiffany passed from Japan to China and 
onward though India to Greece, recording kindly, 
cheery, wise, and profound ‘impressions ” of the 
peoples and lands, their histories, and present 
life as he journeyed, all making charming aud 
profitable reading, in the end leaving the reader 
on the height of the Acropolis of Athens in the 
moonlight by the ruins of the Parthenon ‘“ trans- 
figured into a still dream-world of light and sweet- 
ness. You can not shatter dream-world. Here is a 
visionary realm wiiose material is of no substance 
that violence can smite and fracture.”—" Tears 
this night were no longer on the cheeks of dis- 
consolate Pallas Athene. Her weeping was over, 
and she had lapsed into sweet dreamless sleep.” 

C. MacC. 








CHRIST CHURCH, POKOHAMA. 
pein 

The annual meeting of the seat-holders and sub- 
scribers to Christ Church, Yokohama, was held 
on Wednesday afternoon in Kiel’s pclae He 
There were present Messrs. Jas. Walter, J. P. 
Reid, E. J. Moss, J. A. Fraser, K, Wilson, J. 
Rickett, and Jas. Dodds, 

Mr. J. A. Fraser took the Chair, and in open- 


ing the meeting regretted the sparse atténdance.. 


This was due, he felt sure, to the difficulty of get- 
ting people to attend a meeting at this time of the 
year when so many meetings were held, and not 
to any lack of interest on the part of subscribers 
and seat-holders in the work of Christ Church. 

On the motion of Mc. Rickert, seconded by 
‘Mc. Reip, the minutes of the last general meeting 
were taken as read, as were also the printed report 
and the accounts, 

The CHairMan said that the meeting was now 
open for the discussion of any matter that might 
be suggested in the report. He believed that 
with regard to the paragraph that referred to 
some possible alterations in the side aisle, by the 
substitution for the present supports of lighter ones, 
Me. Jas. Walter had some information that would 
throw light upon the matter. 

Me. Jas. Water said that the alterations pro- 
posed by the Incumbent, the Rev. E. C. Irwine, 
as being thought feasible for improving both 
the hearing and seeing, had reference to the sup- 
ports of the side aisle. Mr. Lowder had kindly 
seen Mr. Conder, of Tokyo, about the matter, 
and this gentleman most willingly made a tho- 
rough survey of the whole aisle and proposed 
alterations. He had since prepared a report upon 
them, and he (the speaker) regretted to announce 
that this report was not at all in favour of the aller- 
ations. This disposed of the question, and the 
thanks of the congregation were due to Mr, 
Condor and Mr. Lowder for the trouble they had 
taken in the matter. Mr. Conder had made no 
charge for the survey, the only cost incurred being 
the repairs and replacing of the plaster. 

Me. Reip asked if the Committee had any idea 
what a new Church would cost? 


The CuarrMan said that the Committee trusted }| 


that the present Church would withstand the 
shock of earthquake and escape the risk of fire for 
many years tocome. The Committee had given 
the subject a great deal of consideration and they 
all trusted that the present structure would stand 
for many years, and that the evil day that might 
bring about its demolition would be deferred as 
long as possible. Besides, it would be very difficult 
to raise a sufficient fund at this time from the com- 
munity wherewith to build a good and suitable 
structure that would be acceptable as a solid 
Church. 

Mr. Reip thought that when the question of ree 
building arose, it might be possible to raise some 
funds at home. 

‘The CHAIRMAN thought that the occasion would 
be far distant. The building certainly was old, 
but it was a good building, and its supports were 
good and strong. 

Upon the motion of Mr. Rgip, seconded by Mr. 
Ricxstt, the old Committee were re-elected, 

Mr. Donps then moved a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mc. Rickett for the service he had rendered on 
the Committee for many years past. He entirely 
endorsed every word in the last paragraph of the 
report, for from long personal association with Mr, 
Rickett on the Committee for many years he could 
speak of the activity and interest displayed by 
him in all that pertained to Christ Church. 

The CHainMAN—I second that vote of thanks. 

Mr. RICKETT, in reply, returned his hearty and 
sincere thanks for the vote that the meeting had 
so kindly passed. 

This concluded the business of the meeting. 

RgporT FOR YEAR 1895. 

Though the accounts for the past year, as given below, 
show a balance due tothe Hon. Treasurer of $1.60, it is to 
be noted that this unsatisfactory position of the Church 
finances is not the result of any falling off in the receipts 
from Pew Rents, or from the offertory, which form the 
regular income of the Church, but is caused by a decrease 
in the income from other sources, no very special efforts 
having been considered necessary last year towards an 
augmentation of this latter. 

omparing the figures in the Hon. Treasurer’s account 
with those of the preceding year. we find an increase for 
‘4895 of $280.66 Pew Rents, and of $10.39 in the offertory. 

On the other hand, the income from outside sources 
‘amounted to only $400 last year, against $1,307.29 in 1894. 

It is pleasant to note an increase in the offertory for the 
poor, collected on the first Sunday in each month, as well 
as in the Children’s offertery for Dr. Barnardo’s Homes, 
which is taken up at the afternoon service, the figures 
being respectively $153.29 and $69.33, against $106.79, and 
$51.06 in 1894. 

These amounts do not appear in the Church accounts, 
the former having been handed to the Rev. E. C. Irwine, 
and by him distributed during the year among poor people, 
in the shape of food, clothing, medicine, &c., and the 
children’s offering having been remitted by him to Dr. 
Barnardo. 
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Turning now to the side of the Expenditure, we find 
that whereas in 1294 the repairs to the Church and 
Parsonage figured in the accounts to the extent of 
$1,053.32, the disbursements last year under the heading 
of repairs did not exceed $26.09, but, on the other hand, 
the general Expenditure for 895, apart from the Incum- 
bent’s Stipend, which remained the same, exceeded that of 
1894 by $163,24. 

It is to be hoped that the requirements for repairs during 
the present year may make no heavier demand on the 
Church funds than in the year just closed, but perha 
this is almost too much to expect in the case of such old 
buildings, and besides, the Committee have in contempla- 
tion the possibility of improving the side aisle by removing 
the present arches and pillars, and substituting lighter 
supports in their place, so as to improve both sound and 
sight in that portion of the Church. 

If this change can be effected, it will necessitate some 
little expenditure in carry it out, and with the possibility 
of repairs being required in the course of the year, the 
committee hope that they may rely on the assistance of 
all who are interested in the welfare of the Church, in 
making any necessary efforts to increase the income from 
extraneous sources. 

During the past year there have been 20 services held, 
and 20 Baptisms, 7 Marriages, and 10 Funerals conducted 
in Christ Church. There have been 55 Celebrations of 
Holy (communion to 681 Communicants on Sundays, be- 
sides those on Easter and Christmas days, when 131 
persons partook of the Sacrament. 

The thanks of the Committee and Congregation are due 
to Mr. J. T. Griffin for presiding at the organ during the 
awe part of the year; also to the Hon. Organists, Mr, 

. 1. Chope, and Miss Leach, as well as to Mrs. Bent and 
Miss eery for the services at the Organ, and to those 
Ladies and Gentlemen who kindly assisted in the Choir. 

The Committee desire fucther to thank all members of 
the Congregation, who took part in the Concert organized 
by Mrs. Ircwine, for their services in connection with it, also 
Mrs, Mclvor, Mrs. Poole, and Messrs. Kanfmann, Schmidt 
and H. Poole, for their kind assislance. Messrs. Moutrie 
& Co., and others are also thanked for their help. 

To those ladies of the Congregation, who kindly provid. 
ed a new set of Altar Linen, the thanks of the Committee 
are also gratefully tendered. 

The Committee cannot close this report without a re- 
ference to the resignation of their late Chairman, Mr. J. 
Rickett, who, in view of his approaching departure for 
home, felt constrained to sever his connection with the 
Church Committee on which he has served for so many 
years, taking at all times an active interest in the affairs of 
of Christ Church. Ihe vacancy thus created was filled 
by the Committee, who invited Mr. Kenneth Wilson to 
join their number. 

Ep. WHITTALL, 
AMES WALTER, 
Ames Dopps, 

« A. FRASER, 
. J. Moss, 

KENNETH WILSON, 


Committee. 


THE HONORARY TREASURER OF Curist CHurRcH, 
YOKOHAMA, IN ACCOUNT CURRENT WITH 
THE TRUSTRES FOR 1895. 
Dec. gr, 2895. Cr. 
By Incumbent’s Stipend for 1a months .,.__... 


By Ground Rent aes ase te sce one _ ms 199.8) 
By Momban’s Wages and Sandries, including Fuel,&c. 215.38 
By Decorations of Church at Easter and Christmas ... $448 
By Sundries as per Vouchers, including Sacramental 
Wine or eva “se ove see és oo. §=s-598..9§ 
By Repairs to Church and Parsonage seo ee 26.09 
By Upholstering 23 Pews _... eee ose sas _ $7-s0 
By a5 Opal Globes and 94 Globe Holders for Gas __... 24.38 
By New Plans of Church 4. ose arn, anew 10.60 
By New Pedals for Organ as per agreement .., °s 70.00 
By Advertising ... ese re tee ove ive eve 9.00 
By Fire Insurance = _ Wak, ooase ce “3 913.17 
By Gas for Church, Rent of Meter and Street Assess- 
ments eas see ees e-e eee eee eee $8.64 
By Interest on private loan ... eos see vee ove 320.00 
By Collector Collecting Pew Rents “ wed aaa 2§.00 
ey 
$4,162.10 
By Balance brought down ...00 . 9 ss asst 5.60 
Jan. 2, 1895. Dr. 
To Balance in hand ace een ove eee eee eee $ 45-06 
Dec. 31. 
To Collected for Pew Rents... 9... ase ove 2,939-86 
To Collected for Offertories ... ae ee ice 97-68 
To Donation from Mrs. Irwine, proceeds of Concert... 400.00 
To Interest from Bank... Sas ese ose See. wea ‘460 
To Balancecarrieddown ..  .«. —. 160 
$4,162.20 
Dependency at Credit, uncollected Pew Rents ...8 40.0ce 


E, & O. E. 
Yokohama, December gzst, 3895. 
E. Waittati, Hon. Treasurer, Christ Church. 


I have examined the Accounts with Vouchers and found the 
same correct. B. Garustr. 


A RACING REMINISCENCE. 








“CHiron” writes :—I hear that the half-bred 
Young Australia is in harness, which means, I 
suppose, that his racing career is over, though that 
does not necessarily follow, for one of the greatest 
performances I have ever seen on the Negishi Hill 
was that of a China pony that had been onthe road 
for some time previously. The pony was Dart- 
moor, tidden by Mr. Bryan Durant. Dartmoor had 
been cunning indifferently, and at length went 
lame and disappeared from the turf. Irefertoa 
period before the Tokaido line was built. One 
day on the road to Miyanoshita, in one of Cobb’s 
conveyances—a four-in-hand—on changing teams 
I remarked to the driver, ‘‘ How very much like 
Dartmoor that near leader is.” ‘' Like Darte 
moor,” said he, ‘it is Dartmoor.” I said I 
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thought he went lame and was done for. ‘ Yes,” 
said the driver, “he was a lame as a duck when 
we got him, but we turned him out for a time, and 
he soon got well. He did this stage all last season, 
and is now as sound as a bell.” Dartmoor had 
another show at Negishi, however. I forget the 
year, but I shall never forget the race. It was a 
mile and a quarter, and there was a good field. 
Just as the starter was getting the ponies into line, 
Dartmoor bolted and galloped the course at a 
terrific pace, being only stopped at the quarter- 
mile post. At the second attempt he did the same, 
and went at racing speed to the top of the hill. 
Here he was pulled up and was trotted to the start- 
ing post, Mr. Durant alterwards remarking that he 
thought it was useless to delay the start, and he 
got to the post as quickly as possible, supposing 
that after such a burst his chance was hopeless. 
On joining his horses the second time, Dartmoor 
was as quiet as a lamb, and the flag fell in less than 
thirty seconds. Dartmoor held a good position 
passing the Stand, but everybody thought the hill 
would settle him, it being his third time up it in six 
or seven minutes. Notabit of it. He held on— 
he was always game—furlong after furlong, and, to 
my intense astonishment, won handsomely. But 
Tam running wide. I started with Young Aus- 
tralia, undoubtedly the best animal that has ever 
appeared at Negishi. He was misuamed though, 
as from the manner of his acquisition by his first 
foreign owner, he should have been called ‘* The 
Rejected.” He was one of a batch of half-breeds 
drawn for at Uyeno, and was so plain looking and 
in such poor condition that nobody would have 
him, and he was excluded from the drawing, but, 
on being put up in a raffle at ten dollars a chance, 
he fell to Mr. Ward, and was not long in “ Mr, 
Satsuma’s”’ hands before he showed a turn of 
speed, and that he could stay and carry weight. 
I have not at hand his record for Tokyo, but at 
Negishi he won a dozen races. At the Autumn 
Meeting of 1890, he started in three races and won 
all—the Half-bred Stakes, the Kanagawa Cup, 
and the Halfebred Champions. Avery proud man 
was Mc. Ward at that meeting, for he also owned 
Bendigo, a Japanese pony (a little rat for size but 
possessed of the heart of a lion), that started three 
times and won each race—a unique experience, 
six starts and six wins with a couple of ponies. If 
the time test be of any value whatever, for a half- 
bred pony (and he certainly wasno more than that) 
Young Australia’s H.B. Stakes win in the Autumn 
of a was aclinking performance. In that year 
Sir Frederick Johnstone’s brown colt Common 
won the Derby in 2.56%, and it will be of interest 
to compare this with the half-bred pony’s running 
at Negishi, referred to below. The Derby is 
run for by 3 year-olds (colts carry gst.) ridden 
by the best jockeys in the world. The distance is 
a mile and a half and twenty-nine yards, and the 
Blue Ribband is so much coveted that every effort 
is made on every hand—owner, trainer, and rider 
—to secure it. Young Australia won the Half-bred 
Stakes, one mile and a half, with an impost of 
1ost. rrlb., in 2.56. Now it happened that the 
official time of this tace coincided precisely with 
that taken by several old stagers at Negishi, who 
each thought he had made a mistake, on account 
of its fastness, but on consulting each other at least 
half-a-dozen of the best time-takers on the 
course made it 2.56. I doubted the time at first, 
but was soon convinced that it was absolutely 
correct. In the first place there is a difference of 
29 yards in the course, and the Derby winner is a 
3 year-old colt, as against Young Australia, an 
aged horse. But there is no such a pinch in the 
Derby course as our hill, and when the differance 
in age is taken into account, it must be remembered 
that Young Australia carried 25 Ibs. more than 
Common, the Derby winner, whereas the scale of 
weights in vogue in England gives a difference 
of only 9 Ibs. between a three-year-old and an aged 
horse when running in milesandeachalf races in the 
back end. The comparison shows, to my think- 
ing, that Young Australia did Derby time, inas- 
much as he carried 16lb. more than the Jockey 
Club impost in weight-foreage races. Nor must it 
be forgotten that, although the Derby has been 
won half-a-dozen times in 2.43, it has occasionally 
occupied much more than the time of Common 
(2.56%), for Sir Bevys’ time was 3.2, Musjid’s 
2.59, and the Flying Dutchman’s 3 > minutes. 
In a mile handicap at the same meeting, 
Young Australia won with rast. 7Ib. up, and this 
crusher he brought home in 1.58—great form, all 
things considered. I believe that with proper 
care he might be racing still, but he changed 
hands several times, got more or less knocked 
about, and was not started judiciously in the later 
days of his racing career, He was not a handsome 
horse, far from it, but he possessed racing shapes, 
and had fair loins and shoulders, with good limbs 
and feet. He had great striding power when 
fully extended, and lost no time on the ground. 
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It will probably be some time before we see his 
equal, notwithstanding that more blood is found 
in recent acquisitions for cacing purposes. I had 
no idea of getting this length when I started. My 
recollections have apparently bolted with me, and 
I will close with Young Australia’s winning record 
on the Negishi Course, which is as follows :— 
MERTING, RACE. DISTANCE. WEIONT. TIMR. 


Spring 3888 .., Ranker’s Cup ... Once Round. gst. olb. 3.2 
Spring 1889 ... Criterion Plate... Once Round. rost. gib. 3.4 


Autumn 3889, 11.B. Sfakes ...... 13 Mile........ sr6t lb. no time 
Autumn 1889. H.B. Handicap... # Mile......... sxst. r3lb. 2.39 
Spring 2890... H.B. Stakes .. .,. 1} Mile........ - zost, 1aib. 8.32 
Autumn 1890. H.B. Stakes ...... it Mile.......0 xist. glib. §.33 
Autumn 1890. Kanagawa Cup... Once Round. zzst. 4lb. 9. 
Autumn 1890. H.B. Champions. Once Round. sost. 8lb. 2.58 


Spring 2891... Northern Plate... Once Round. izst. 4lb. s.s7¢ 


Autumn 1891, Aomori Plate...... z Mile......... txst. mlb. x.58 
Autumn 38)1. H.B. Handicap...s Mile,......0 test, zlib. 1.38 
Autumn 3891. H.B, Stakes ...... st Mile..,..0... rost. r11b. 9.56 





LETTER FROM FORMOSA. 
—__——_@—_——__—— 
(From our SpecraL CoRREBSPONDENT WITH 
THK JAPANESE ARMY.) 


Taipehfu, Formosa, January 24th. 

The North-eastern sea board of Formosa, speci- 
ally that portion to the south of Suao Bay, may be 
described as “straight up and down.” High and 
densely wooded mountains rise abruptly from the 
shore, where a heavy surf is constantly beating, 
with a depth of water just outside the first 
breaker of rarely less than fifteen fathoms. In 
the mountains live the savages, and where patches 
of arable land appear at intervals, at the mouths 
of mountain streams which, in the rainy season, 
have swept down deposits of sand and mold, we 
find the Chinese squatter, who carries on a pre- 
carious existence by bartering with the savage, 
while his field yields him beans, grouud nuts, 
sweet potatoes, and hemp. But more extet- 
sive is the big plain that stretches towards the 
noith from Suao Bay. [tis bounded on the east 
by a stormy, rock-bound coast, and to the north, 
west, and south hemmed in by high mountains 
teeming with savages who value a Chinese head 
as the richest of their possessions. This plain, 
which is known as the Kapsulaw district, is not 
excelled in fertility by any portion of the island, 
and consequently is peopled by a plenteous num- 
ber of Chinese, but a class who have always pos- 
sessed a bad reputation. Gelan, the principal 
settlement of the district, is a walled city, one of 
the largest and most prosperous in the north, and 
next to Changhwa, the most troublesome. The 
inhabitants had nearly all taken sides in a clan 
fight, which in consequence became of enormous 
proportions, with more encounters during an equal 
period than occurred during the French Revolu- 
tion, but the Chinese being more humane than 
those ‘‘ western barbarians,” brought only a few 
men in the field at a time, and hard words, although 
fired at each other with great virulence, made the 
battle-field more blue than bloody. However, these 
warriors, to impress each other with terror, were 
well armed—Chinese fashion. They had defied 
the Chinese Mandarins in more than one instance, 
and had for some little time before the arrival of 
the Japanese failed to pay any taxes whatsoever. 
When the Mandatins expostulated, they rattled 
their spears and took stray shots at his body 
guard, and eventually ended the old gentleman 
himself. As no other tax collector applied for the 
situation, Kapsulaw was dropped off the roll. 
Having enjoyed this state of affairs for over a year 
and being impressed with theie own fearfulness, 
they awaited the Japanese, who were then busily 
engaged in clearing out the Chinese soldiers, This 
finished, troops visited Gilan, but as there were no 
soldiers there, it simply amounted to a peaceful 
reconnaissance. This was too much for the Chin- 
ese; even the Japanese feared them, and had 
not dared to fire so much asa salute. Later 
troops arrived, and a magistrate was establish- 
ed at Gilan. This suggested to the warriors 
something like the preliminaries of tax-collect- 
ing. Therefore, the two clans so long ene. 
mies, embraced each other in the common cause, 
and after debating whether it would be best 
to simply clear Kapsulaw of the Japanese or 
to clear them out of the whole island, the attack 
was made on the small Japatrese garrisons scat- 
tered throughout the distinct, with the result, as 
given in my previous letter. So amazingly 
ignorant were these rebels, that they returned a 
few days later and made an attack on Gelan from 
three sides, but upon the Japanese sending out 
a small detachment they retreated towards the 
north. Meanwhile, Japanese reinforcements had 
landed at Suao Bay, with the intention of 
sending a heavy detachment northward, while 
a sufficient force left Kelung overland to 
join the southern detachment, thus hoping 
to surround the tebels. General Okubo, who 
was in command, had about a thousand men 
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of the Seventh Brigade in the southern detache 
ment. Word had been received that the rebels 
were assembled at Take (Shoke), a village about 
eleven miles north, so leaving Gelan on the seven- 
teenth at daylight, the troops advanced on the 
place, but after traversing about half the distance, 
they met some 1,500 rebels entrenched in a small 
village, who after resisting the approach of the 
Japanese for several hours, retreated, some going 
toward the mountains, others in the direction of 
Towsha (To-e). Over three hundted dead of the 
rebels were found, while the Japanese loss was 
four killed, eleven wounded. The troops remained 
in the village over wight. The next day two Com. 
panies of infantry were sent to Sho-o (Chohio) 
which is on the road from To-e to Taipelfu. 

On the roth, the rebels were attacked near 
A-pow (Kahho) and Da-ba-yeng, and after a loss 
of sixty, the Chinese retreated towards Sandiow 
(Sancho), a few escaping to the western moun- 
tains. The troops spent the 20th in To-e fora 
reconnaissance of the whole district, making sure 
that it had been swept of all rebels. 

The rebels having retreated towards Taipeh, 
two companies were sent to follow them, while 
troops were sent yesterday from Taipehfu to head 
them off. If they do not escape again, we may 
expect to hear the last of the rebels in a few days. 

Many prisoners have been taken and several 
executions resulted. Some of the Hakkas who 
had been engaged in theie little rebellion earlier 
in the season, laughed at the prisoners as they 
were brought in, “* You have had your taste also,” 
they remarked as the rebels were led by. 

Up to the 8th inst., this late outbreak had cost 
the Japanese a loss of 178 men as follow :— 


Loss. Killed. Wounded. 

Officers eeedecnce sed seneseseeece 5 3 2 
Non. Com. Officers ....0... 10 9 1 
Privates eee Setessoceseetsiseeces 04 48 46 
Interpreters eee vevensseccecccs 2 2 — 
Civil Officers .....scsrscscseere 6 5 5 
Police Officers ..scsscccsoeree 2 1 1 
Policemen ..... eseeeeeeees seoee 25 23 2 
Coolies teeeseseGeosceseneeose’ ce 9 8 b | 
Workmen ..rccccccccrecceveene 25 27 2 

Total eeteeesseeseceseee 178 136 56 


The Chinese loss is probably about 1,000 killed. 


Taipehfu, Formosa, February 2nd, 1896. 

I am now able to give you a few figures regard- 
ing the rebellion against the Japanese if Formosa 
—that is from the landing of the troops in May 
until the capture of Tiananfu and the subjugation 
of the remaining bands of soldiers in the vicinity 
which was considered finished about November 
15th. Therefore the following relates only to the 
rebellion proper—May 26th until November 15th, 
1895. 
Losses among the Japanese troops :—= 
Number of patients received by the different 

hospitals for treatment, including diseases and 

WEOUEAN car 'scie sos uns sevedvasbabauke ai tavghn cos . 38,798 
Cases cured im Formosa ......secce. ces seeeee sees cee ene 


7,163 
Died ite FOcen OSes: acs eas 6ca 66 .ssieag scsises, cc-deabeseeces cvs 4,642 
Sent to Japan for treatment........6.. cesses ees eeesceeee 90,748 
Still in Formosa Hospitals ........:.ccs:sessssece ses oe $9246 
Killed in battle....... 195 


Wounded (not fatally) ..........00 seceee see sesee nee sevens 579 
We thus find that the Japanese troops were 
thrown out of service through disease or wounds at 
the rate of about 234 a day, and of that number 
the death rate averaged about 27 a day. 
Known losses among Chinese rebels—killed in 

This number in my opinion should be increase 
ed by a thousand to obtain a more exact estimate, 
for considerable numbers of wounded were carried 
away by the retreating Chinese. Many when 
wounded crawled into the underbrush either to be 
later rescued by their friends, or to die unknown. 
Others threw themselves into the streams, the 
bodies floating out to sea. I have witnessed several 
engagements where the Chinese were fired at while 
in the thicket, or on the hills tops when there was 
no opportunity to make a search that the num- 
ber of killed might be ascertained. The number 
given consists of only those who have been found 
dead on the field after the engagement. Adding 
a thousand, we find the Chinese deaths were at 
the rate of about 45 per day. 

On January 25th, a detachment of 200 soldiers 
encountered about an equal number of rebels 
about 20 miles to the south-east of Taipehfu. 
After an engagement in which 15 rebels were killed 
and 2 Japanese wounded, the rebels made theic 
customary exit. The Japanese followed them but 
found the pathways abounding in traps prepared 
for the special benefit of the ‘ Wojen.” The 
favourite method seemed to be that of stretching 
a line, or more often a vine, from side to side, 
which was counected with the triggers of :ifles 
staked in the underbrush in such a manner that 
if a person passing by should disturb the vine they 
would have almost simultaneously a bullet flying 
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in close proximity. Although several rifles were in 
this way discharged, fortunately no one was hurt. 
Along the route were found many spears and 
tifles and considerable ammunition. 


Jan. 27th, the German Emperor’s Birthday, was 
celebrated ina befitting manner by a most pleasant 
reception and sumptuous dinner given by Dr. 
Gruenwald, the acting German Consul, at the 
Twatutia Club. H.E. Admiral Count Kaba- 
yama, Governor-General, Major General Oshima, 
Rea:-Admiral Tsunoda, Chief of Naval Depart- 
ement, Major General Murai, Major General 
Hishizima, Colonel Okubo, Rear-Admiral Tae 
naka, Prefect Dr. Okubo, Ph.D., Councillor Mr. 
Kasiwa Mura, formerly Military Attaché in the 
Japanese Legation at Berlin, and Captain Miya- 
zaki, Adjutant of the Governor, were the Japanese 
present, while all the foreign community, including 
the English Consul—Mr. Ayrton from Hobe—were 
onhand. However, as the whole north of Formosa 
is limited to 12 foreigners, i aes guests 
were scarcely outenumbered. he barren Club 
building was draped with flags, and the profuse 
use of flowers converted it into a very attractive 
banqueting hall, and at 7.30 in the evening all 
were seated. The usual toasts proposed on such 
occasions and the magnificent dinner finished, the 
guests removed to the library where, after con- 
genial exchange of pleasantries for an hour 
or so, they departed. Thus was concluded the 
memorable day, and the evening, while most 
enjoyable to all, bas a more important significance 
—the ultimate influence of such gatherings will be 
to increase the good will, and cordial understand- 
ing of the little foreign community with the new 
masters of Formosa. 

® One man could apply a dozen times for treatment, so 
this number does not represent the number of different 
individuals treated,» but the number of applications for 
treatment. 


AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
——_@—_______ 
BY JOHN PLUMMER, M.J.S. 
Sydney, January 4th, 1896. 

Notwithstanding all that has been said and 
written in favour of encouraging the development 
of trade relations between Australia and Japan, 
the great body of colonial shippers seen disposed 
to stand aloof and calmly await the course of 
events, This is essentially an Australian trait, 
and explains much of the otherwise unaccountable 
apathy and unreadiness with which the possible 
opening of new markets or the extension of those 
already existing, is frequently regarded by colo- 
nial producers. There exists, moreover, a widely- 
spread feeling of distrust respecting the actual 
capabilities of the Japanese markets for the dis- 
posal of Australian produce. In Australia, as in 
Europe, the popular knowledge of things Japanese 
is extremely limited and superficial, Of the real 
every day life of Japan, its social and political 
progress, its industrial resources, and the marvel- 
Jous self-reliant character of its people, absolutely 
nothing is known, save to the few acquainted with 
the works of Henry Norman and other experienced 
and intelligent writers. But for one person who 
reads Henry Norman there are at least a score 
familiar with the grotesque misrepresentations of 
such individuals as Douglas Sladen; which would 
be extremely diverting were they not so mis- 
chievonus. The prevailing distrust of the efforts 
now being made to develop the trade between 
Australia and Japan is significantly illustrated 
by the following paragraph, which appeared 
in a recent issue of the Sydney Morning Herald: 
— It is not well to be sanguine, it seems, that 
any great development will suddenly take place in 
trade from this country with Japan, whatever may 
happen from Japan to Australia commercially. A 
report from Yokohama says that nothing will be 
done in frozen beef, for instance, as the Japs don’t 
care a straw for beef, and don’t know how to cook 
it. As for mutton, they wouldn’t have it if they 
could get it for nothing. They won’t look at it, 
and if they would China could supply them easier, 
it seems, than Australia. By and bye the Japanese 
will manufacture their own woollen and woollen- 
and-cotton fabrics, just as they now manufacture 
their cotton. But when that will be there is no 
means of judging. A trade in leather may be 
developed. What may be done, it is thought, by 
Australian producers is to establish stores for the 
sale of Australian wines, bacon, hams, tinned 
meats, fruits, and so on, for the use of the foreign 
residents in both Japan and China.” So far, the 
publication of these remarks has elicited no public 
comment, although it has, naturally enough, aided 
considerably in intensifying the unwillingness of 
colonial merchants to increase their shipments to 
. the East. 

Again, the reportson the Kyoto Exhibition by a 
correspondent of the London Zimes, have been re- 





published, with unfavourable comments, in several 
Australian papers ; among others the Austra/ias 
Stay, which gives full prominence to the following 
extract t=" As a whiole, the useful preponderates 
over the ornamental. The variety of new fabrics, 
the wealth of new designs, and the audacity of 
lew adaptations of material to the wants of life 
are all so impressive that one cannot resist peering 
into the not distant future when yet greater deve- 
lopments of the creative energy of Japan will be 
revealed, possibly to the consternation in the West 
of the Christian world.” Commenting on these 
remarks the Stay says:— Now, that is all very 
true, but what has The Times or the Manchester 
school to complain of in the matter? Isit not the 
ever-blessed business of cheapening supply, which 
is the main feature of the Cobden gospel? The Jap, 
continues Zhe Times man, works for six silver yen 
per month, or 3s. 3d. per week, and there is nothing 
whatever that the Jap cannot make. A silk hat 
or a kid boot, a case of surgical instruments, a 
bale of woollens or cottons, all come alike. And 
then our Jap can trade quite as well as manufac- 
ture, and by-and-bye, when he has beaten British 
goods out of his own country and the Asiatic main- 
land, and out of Australia of couse also, what shall 
hinder him—the free-trade policy still obtaining 
from taking his commercial war right into Eng- 
land and selling his hardwares in Birmingham, his 
woollens in York, and his cottons in Lancashire. 
It is the six silver yen a month which the British 
workman has to contemplate. Willhe come down 
to it, oc will he with the rest of the world admit 
that Cobdenism has become a dead creed, and 
stand fast to Nationalism and his own frontiers ?”’ 


The fear of Japanese industrial competition per. 
vades all sections of the producing class in Aus- 
tralia, as shown by the marked attention given to 
a statement recently made by a representative of 
Messrs. Zivar Brothers, tanners and leather mer- 
chants of Beechworth, Victoria. While attending 
a monthly sale of station [property at Albury, in 
New South Wales, that individual explained that 
his firm had a very extensive establishment, as 
shown by the fact that they had at that moment 
18,000 sides of leather en route for the English 
and other oversea markets, Some time since the 
possibility of opening up trade with Japan was 
pointed out to them by one of the agents of the 
Victoria Government, and as a result they for- 
warded a representative to Japan to introduce 
Victorian leather. The result had been most 
satisfactory from a business point of view. The 
agent found the Japanese most anxious to do busi- 
ness, and subsequently they established large 
establishments for the manufacture of boots, with 
the expressed intention of sending them to Aus- 
tralia. ‘ Itis understood,” the agent for Messrs. 
Zivar Bros. said, ‘how disastrous that would be 
without protection, seeing that the most expert 
bootmakers in Japan—and large numbers of them 
are becoming most expert=—-are earning but 2s. 
6d. per week. They will,” he continues, ‘ be able 
to flood every free port with well-made boots 
of sound Victorian leather at a cost which the 
most modern mechanical appliances are unable to 
compete against.” Mr. Zivarwas pleased, he ad- 
ded, that the productive policy of Victoria would 
effectually counteract this proposal of the Japa- 
nese to swamp the colonial market, but he was 
sorry for the workers of New South Wales, who, 
he was sure, would shortly become acquainted with 
the pauper-wage products of Japan. The precise 
object of these statements is not clear, unless it be 
that Messrs. Zivar Brothers are anxious to secure 
a large market in Victoria for their leather. 


The abolition of the ad valorens duties in New 
South Wales has been followed by a wholesale re- 
moval of duty-free stocks from the Sydney and New- 
castle bonded warehouses, where they have been 
accumulating for several month past. There has 
been no undue excitement over the fiscal changes, 
but the stocks so released are being everywhere 
rapidly pushed into consumption, especially the 
leather goods, which. are being disposed of in a 
fashion not calculated to encourage the idea of 
Japanese competition in that direction. The full 
effects of the alterations in the tariff will not be 
felt for some time to come, but already they are 
found to be strengthening the hands of those en- 
gaged in fostering the newly opened trade between 
Sydney and Manchester, despite the opposition 
encountered at the hands of the shipping ring, 
which regards with extreme jealousy every effort 
at reducing freights or forwarding cargoes 
to places outside the port of London. In Mel- 
bourne the reductions in the import duties has 
occasioned considerable activity in commercial 
circles, although not to the same extent as in 
Sydney; and it is clearly evident that the cause 
of Protection is becoming greatly weakened 
throughout Australasia, although there are many 
who contend that a reaction is inevitable when 
the pressure of direct taxation begins to be felt. 
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The partial failure of the shipment of Victorian 
horses was to some extent anticipated, because 
previous experiences in other directions had shown 
that several experiments would be necessary be- 
fore success became possible. The peneral im- 
pression seems to be that if a trade is to be 
established, vessels will have to be constructed 
specially for the purpose. This, of course, signi- 
fies expense, and the question is, how far will it 
interfere with possible profits. The duration of 
the voyage seems to be the main obstacle. Inthe 
case of the live stock shipped from Australia to 
the United Kingdom, a fair amount of success 
has been obtained, but at the cost of a heavy pre- 
liminary expenditure. Ifthe Japanese Govern- 
ment were willing to defray a portion of the initial 
expenditure in connection with the shipment of 
horses from Australia, it is probable that more 
extended and resolute endeavours would be 
made. At present very few persons seem to 
have any knowledge of the class of animals 
most suitable for Japan. For military purposes, 
probably, the horses sent to India for re- 
mounts would be the best; but for agricultural 
purposes, mucli depends on the nature of the work 
required. The most satisfactory solution of the 
difficulty would be the presence in Australia, if only 
for a limited period, of some person practically 
acquainted with the classes of animals required. 

Tapahese fairy tales, printed in English, with 
coloured illustrations, always command a good 
sale in Australia, especially dusing the Christmas 
season; but during the last few weeks none were 
procurable, the limited stocks held by the whole- 
sale houses having become exhausted long ago. 
One cause of the popularely of these publications 
in theic freshness of style and treatment, also the 
simplicity of the letter press. The bulk of illus- 
trated juvenile literature, printed in Germany or 
elsewhere, is fac too elaborate for the tastes of 
young people, for whom short stories of a fanciful 
character always possess.an irresistable charm. If 
Japanese publishers were to take time by the fore- 
lock, they ought to be in a position to doa good 
trade next Christmas, but their publicatiuns 
should be in the Australian, British, and Ameri- 
can markets not later than September next. 





THE SINLESS TAX AND ITS RELA- 
TION TO THE PROPAGATION OF 


THE CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
—_——_——_—_—_—. 
An Epitome or a Lecture DBgLivargeD BY 
THE Rey. C. E. Garst. 


The scope of Christianity is as wide as the in- 
terests of the human race. It must, ere it has 
completed its work, touch and transform every 
departinent of human life. The core of the prayer 
that Christ taught his disciples is, ‘* Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” There are 
other principles of the broadest and deepest scope 
as the golden rule: ‘ Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you,” or ‘‘ Love thy neighbour 
as thyself,” and “ Bear ye one another’s burdens 
and so fulfill the I.aw of Christ.” 

The Function of the Preacher is to preach 
Christ as Lord, and his will as Law, he should be 
able to apply the principles of freedom and love 
and of fraternity to all the ramifications of human 
activity. Many a preacher is frightened out of 


voicing right principles by the cry of ‘ Politics!” 


Politics has in one way or another, touched on 
all great living questions, land, transportation, | 
and money, and on gambling, divorce, and pros- 
titution, ‘True preachers can not be silenced on 
nioral questions, among which is that of honest 
and dishonest taxation, For a long time countries 
have been under the sway of that foolish idea, 
“The King can do no wrong,” but fortunately 
we have been somewhat free from the idea that a 
Congress is infallible. Congresses being fallible 
and subject to the passions of ordinary men, many 
laws that are made by them, are wrong, and should 
be replaced by right Jaws. The Old Testament 
tells us of an ideal state of society—a sinless state 
—when “the righteousness of the people shall be 
as the waves of the sea.” ‘‘ When peace shall 
flow as a river.” * When every one shall sit under 
his own vine and fig tree and none shall make him 
afraid.” ‘When the Lion and Lamb shall lie 
down together.” When swords shall be beaten into 
plough shares and spears into pruning looks.” 
Taxes must be just, as part of a just system of 
human affairs. 

Thos. G. Shearman, an authority on taxation, 
tells us that 80 per cent. of the federal taxes of the 
U. S. are paid by people who own only 20 per 
cent. of the wealth, while the owners of 80 per cent. 
of the wealth pay only 20 per cent. of the taxes. 
That is, the poor pay in the catio of their wealth 
sixteen to one of the rich. Herve ts dsshonest tax- 
ation / Can we preach on “thou shall not steal” 
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and not mention the examples of dishonesty of this 
kind. A tax on sinful things as opium, whisky, 
gambling, and prostitution is regarded as a licence 
by those who pay, and they boast that theic busi- 
ness is /egad and therefore right/ ‘‘ Woe be to 
them that call sweet bitter and bitter sweet!” 
Before I attempt to point out the sin of most ordi- 
nasy taxation I want to indicate what would be 
in its natuce a sinless tax, ‘This is found in a Zax 
on the value of land without reference to improve- 
ments. It has been called an ‘“impost on land 
rent.” This is just, for several reasons. First : 
The land is the raw material of which our bodies 
are composed and on which they are supported, 
The Eacth is the gift of God to the races as it 
says in Psaln 115,16: “ The Earth hath he (the 
Lord) given to the children of men.” Yet the 
Lord claims control. “ The Land shall not be 
sold forever for the land is mine, for ye ace 
strangers and sojourners with me.” Lev. 25.23. 
“ The profit of the Earth is for all,” Eccles. 5.8: 
this last scripture thrown into economic language 
reads: The rent of land beloups to the community. 
There is only one way to handle this great estate, 
that is, in every country, to rent the land to the 
people and put the rent into the treasury, in liew 
of other taxes, local and general. The undivided 
income goes to pay the undivided expenses and 
the liberty and sights of individuals are conserved. 
In thus providing automatic provision for the 
supply of the “ body politic,” God has shown his 
wondrous wisdom, and shows that society has a 
basis in the councils of the most High. Savages 
have no society and no rent, but rent commences 
with civilization and keeps pace with it. Land is 
for individual use, the land rent is for the use of the 
community. The population gives the value to land; 
being the creator of this value, it should reserve it. 
The Sacredness of Property :—This principle is 
preserved on the simplest lines, Let the com- 
munity take the value it creates—/and-rent—and 
let the individual have what his dabour creates. 
With private property in land this principle is 
violated in two ways. Private parties take the 
 uneacued increment” to which they have uo 
right in equity, and the public has to recoup it- 
self by taking private property for public use, the 
sacredness of property is thus doubly violated, 
and yet we wonder what is the matter! The few 
thus taking the property of the many (land rent) 
we have a perverted ‘ socialism” of the worst 
possible discription. 

Second :—Private property in land is slavery, 
to own a.man’s environment is to own the man. 
Private rent is whatone man takes from another 
without an equivalent, and the price of land is 
simply.capatalised rent / Persons often talk about 
compensating landlords for their false invest- 
ments in tand, little realizing that there could 
be no fund to pay land bills with, without robbing 
men of their earnings. Lincolu asserted a true 
principle when he said ‘*A man is more sacred 
than a man’s property!” However, as we now 
warn the ladlords that we intend to take possession 
of our rights in land let them compensate them- 
selves, or ‘‘ forever after hold their peace.” 

Third :-Speculation in land values is gambl- 
ing of the worst kind. The parallel is easily 
drawn, five men sit at a tahle, each puts in $200 
and they throw dice, the winner takes $1,000 and 
the others lose. A man “banks” on a certain lot 
at the price of $200. Acouple of years afterwards, 
without adding anything to its value, he takes 
$1,000 and the average preacher and moralist 
doesn’t see anything wiong in that! [like stupi- 
dity, but not ‘too awful” density! ‘The people 
of the community lose this value which the land- 
lord gets, in taxes on the product of their labour 
in high rent, iv low wages and high prices for goods. 
As to some of the pood effects that would flow 
from ‘the sinless tax,” they would be as follows: 
The Single Tax preserves the principle of the 
sacredness of property. It frees labour because 
private property in land is the fulcrum of the lever 
that “ squeezes’ and ‘“ sweats” people to death. 
A few moments reflection will show anyone, that 
the present competition is between labouring men 
to veduce wages. Washington Gladdon has said 
that the meanest employer and the meanest em- 
ployé conspire to set the lowest possible wage for 
vaskilled labour—the starting potut from which 
all wages are graded! From laud comes rent and 
wages, (he morerenttheless wages! Henry George 
economically classes mew into three, and only 
three, classes; Labourers, Beggars, aid Thieves. 
The S. T. would exalt the first, disgrace the second, 
and destroy the third, It would stop gambling 
in tland, It would free production by freeing the 
raw material (land) and by freeing the instrument 
(labour). It wouldfreeexchange, Theexchange 
of wealth is, in the last analysis, the exchange of 
services, and to curtail a man’s right to the ex- 
change of services is to-violate his liberty—one of 
the grossest sins:of which men can be guilty. 
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The single sax would strongly tend to curtail, 
if not obviate wars. ‘The idea of taxing the con- 
quered lies behind every aggressive wac. It-would 
actualize the brotherhood of man, because a man 
would have the same rights in every country, One 
has well said, “I'he single tax principle is pri- 
marily one of environment.” Chicistians give a 
Christian environment, and a Christian Environ- 
ment gives Cliristians. In an environment of jus- 
tice, it is much easier to believe in the goodness 
of God than in av environment of injustice. The 
Chinese are terribly oppressed, and the centcal 
thought in most, of what they call religion, is to 
appease the devil. A \audlord in America has one 
tenant on one hundred acres of land, but a land- 
lord in China has a hundred on that amount. 

Solomon very beautifully reasons on the question 
of environment, Prov. 30.8.9. 

Remove far from me vanity and lies 

Give me neither poverty nor riches ; 

Feed me with the food that is needful for me ; 

Who is the Lord? 

Or lest I be poor, and steal, 

And use profanely the name of My God. 
This simply means that the extremes of riches 
and poverty do not conduce to faith inGod. The 
extremely rich say, “Lam lord, and there is no 
need of any other, the starving man says I am 
castaway, there is none to care for me.” The 
people who are mediumly well off are the ones 
who support evangelizing, and the same class of 
society are more teadily reached by the message 
of love and justice. The best evangelizing the 
world has known has been where there was free 
access to land as in the United States, in the Fiji 
Islands, and in Hawaii. The Homestead Law of 
the United States has made an escape for labour 
and done wonders for the people. When New 
Zealand was a penal colony, an examination of 
the state of affairs there, by a Royal Commission, 


leading honest and respectable lives. According 
to the Christian Programme, man should be the 
highest priced thing in the world, but where land 
is high, man is cheap, consequently land should 
be taxed till ithas no speculative value, when 


man would have the highest value possible! The 
Single Tax—the Sinless Tax—is making wonderful 
progress in England, Australia, and the United 
States, the zeal of its advocates can only be paral- 
leled by that of the Apostles in proclaiming the 
Wm. Lloyd Garrison 
has said, * We, Single Taxers, have hitched our 
wagon toa star, le also said “‘the doctrine is 
** However much you may do for the 


resurrection of Christ! 


altruistic.” 
Single Tax it will do more for you.” 
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LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—_—_@———___— 
(Reurer “Speciac” To “ Japan Mai.”) 


London, February 9. 
The Right Hon. Joseph Chamberlain has in- 
vited President Kriger to England to discuss 
affairs. President Kriiger has accepted the 
invitation, and will visit England accompanied 
by several Ministers. 


[“SeeciaL” TELEGRAM vo “ JapAN Maiu.’’] 


; Hakodate, February 10. 
A heavy and continuous fall of snow at this 
port since yesterday at noon has caused deep 
driftsin places and so blocked up the roads that 
traffic is almost suspended. 


(rRom TuR ** Rancoon GazattTs.-’”) F 
London, Jan. 19. 

The report current in London that a British 
ultimatum has been presented at Peking de- 
manding the opening of the West River is posi- 
tively denied by the Foreign’ Office. Nothing 
in the nature of an ultimatum has been present- 
ed, the representations made by the British 
Minister regarding the opening of ports on the 
West River being absolutely of a friendly 
character. 





(Frou * Bancrox Papses.’’) 
London, January 19. 
The Boer Commandant who captured Doctor 
Jameson addressed his men before dispersing 
them and said they must not suppose they had 
vanquished the British race. He urged them to 
foster good fellowship and co-operation, which 
would be all for the welfare of the republic. 


London, January 20. 
At the fétes on the occasion of the twenty- 
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stated that 97 per cent. of the criminals were 
















(Feb. 15, 1896. 


Empire Emperor William in a speech appealed 
for the closest unity to enable him to protect 
Germans abroad if required. 








(From tum Jaranes® Pavers.) 


Nemuro, February 11. 
A severe snow storm prevailed during yes- 
terday, bat fine weather set in this afternoon. 
Fukuoka, February 11. 
An application was yesterday presented for 
official permission to establish a railway com- 
pany with a capital of yen 3,000,000 for the 
purpose of constructing a line between Oda 
and Kawajiri, a distance of 56 miles. 


Fusan, Feb., rt. 

The rioters at Ra-ju have gradually increased 
in number, and are over 3,000 at present. 
More seem likely to join them. The rioters 
have proceeded to Ri-chhén. Telegraphic 
communication with the districts on the north 
of Ka-heung is interrupted. The Japanese 
guards of the telegraph line and some surveyors 
have been attacked by a number of insurgents, 
and some Japanese have been killed. Kawa- 
saki, an expert, has also been killed. 


Séul, Feb. ro. 
About two hundred Russian Marines are 
guarding the Russian Legation. Some twenty 
marines have arrived with a quantity of powder. 


Séul, Feb. 11. 
The King and the Crown Prince were taken 
tothe Ressian Legation on the night of the roth 
inst., and have since been staying there. 


Fusan, February 13. 
It is said that 15 British and 10 U.S. Marines 
have proceeded from Ninsen to Sdul. 


When the King entered the Russian Legation 
an Edict, saidtohave been issued by His Majesty, 
was published in all quarters of Soul to the 
effect that disturbances are now continually oc- 
curring in Korea, and are caused by the increase 
of treacherous servants. The King, therefore, 
proceed to the Russian Legation to receive the 
protection of the Representatives of various 
foreign countries. The King ordered, in this 
Edict, all persons instigating disturbances to be 
killed. 

The Russian Marines, who reached Séul on 
the roth inst., were sent from the cruiser Ad- 
miral Korniloff. They comprised 5 officers and 
107 armed seamen. A field gun was brought 
by them, and 34 horses. 

Despatches from Séul which have arrived 
here since 8 o'clock this morning, say that the 
Russian Marines escorted the King, the Crown 
Prince, and two or three Cabinet Ministers to 
the Russian Legation. The whereabouts of the 
Ministers of Home Affairs and War have been 
lost. The Admiral Korniloff, Bobre (Russian), 
Isly (French), Machias (U.S.N.), Porpotse 
(British), and five other foreign men-of-war are 
at Ninsen. 

Hiroshima, Feb. 13. 

One hundred and thirty-three gendarmes left 
for Korea to-day by the Kokura Maru. 


Nagasaki, Feb. 13th. 
The Pamiat Asova and Admiral Nakhimoff 
have left for Yokohama. 
Aomori, Feb. 13. 
On the night of 11th inst. a locomotive dis- 
patched to rescue a train that was buried in a 
deep snow-drift near Kawabe station on the 
Aomori-Hiromaye line, collided with the rear 
end of the train, and a few railway employés 
were injured. The passengers are safe. 


Sdul, Feb. 11. 
The Tai W6n-kun and the Minister of the 
Imperial Household have been taken to the 
Russian Legation. 
A conference of Foreign Representatives was 
held to-day at the Russian Legation. 
Fukuoka, Feb. 13. 
A case of cholera has been reported in Mune- 
kata District. 
Nagoya, Feb, 13. 
Count Matsukata left here this morning for 


Tokyo. 


Nagasaki, Feb. 13. 
The French cruiser Por/aéé arrived here from 


Ninsen to-day. 
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CHESS. 
a 
(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuses Knitun) 





The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
to It p.m, 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


So.LuTion oF Prosiem No. 215. 
WHITE. BLACK, 
toK Rs 1—Q takes O 


2—Kt to K 7, mate 
1—P takes K (ch.) 
2—Q takes QO, mate 


I—BtoK4 


1i—K to 04 

2—Kt to K 7, double ch. and mate. 

Correct answers from Shogi, W.H.S., Digamma, 
J.D., Sigma, Kr., W.d.H., W.D.C., and E.J.K. 

Prosprem No. 216.—We regret to notice an 
error in our diagram of this position, We reprint 
the problem corrected and extend the time for 
solutions a week. 


2—Q to R sq., mate 


ProBLemM No. 216. 
By Josey Pac cr. 
BLACK. 
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WHits, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 





ProBiem No, 217. 


The first prize two-mover in the tourney of the 
Netherlands Chess Association. 


BLACK. 
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WHITE, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


Mr. G. E. BarBIgr. 

It is with the greatest regret that I observe a 
notice, in the latest Times to hand, of the death 
of Mr. G. E. Barbier, Chess Editor of the Glas- 
gow Weekly Citisen, and for over a quarter of a 
century, one of the finest players and composers 
in Scotland. A Frenchman by birth, his affec- 
tions were nevertheless divided between his own 
country and the land of his adoption. Few who 
fell under the spell of his enthusiasm for Chess 
escaped scatheless; all the treasures of Chess 
literature were at his fingers’ ends, and a couple 
of hours with G.E.B. over the board was a revela- 
tion to the tyro. It was then not a matter for 
surprise, that a certain provincial Club, founded 
by Mr. Barbier (and with which the present 
writer was closely associated some 24 years ago) 
should have produced a school of young com- 
posers who soon achieved a wide reputation for 
the problems that emanated from its members. 

Inspired by the school, acknowledging J.B. of 
Bridport, Kling, Meyer, and Healey, as masters, 
Barbier never allowed a position to leave his 
hands without its first having undergone a six 
month’s probation, and it may be asserted that 
his best work has seldom been surpassed in either 
Originality of theme or elegance of execution, To 
him, a Chess problein was a woik of ait, nota 


mere puzzle. Amicable and accomplished, few 

mew will be more widely missed in Chess circles 

in Scotland than my old friend, G. E. Barbier. 
Tokyo, February 11th, 1896. W.B.M. 


ST. PeTEeRsBURG. 

Intelligence comes very slowly to hand. We 
copy the following from the last American ex- 
change to hand per steamer Peru, but the match 
must long ago have been finished and we are ex- 
pecting every day to learn the result. 

** The latest advices from St. Petersburg place 
Lasker on an even footing with Pillsbury and thus 
renders it a difficult matter to predict which of the 
two players will eventually prove the winner, 
Tschigorin appears to be hopelessly in the rear, 
while Steinitz should have no difficulty in securing 
the third place. 

“The issue of the contest is being eagerly await- 
ed and chess players throughout the world are 
discussing the relative merits of the players and 
their prospects of success. Pillsbury appears to 
be the favourite, perhaps because of his youth 
and his recent brilliant achievement as well as by 
reason of his modest bearing, and hopes are ge- 
nerally expressed that he will carry off the palin. 
The Brooklyn players, most of whom are personal 
friends of Pillsbury, appear to be disappointed be- 
cause their representative is not making a better 
showing. A New York paper facetiously remark- 
ed in this connection recently that the Brooklynites 
would not be satisfied if Pillsbury succeeded in 
winning seventeen games out of eighteen; they 
would be constrained to grumble because he did 
not secure the full complement. 

The following table gives the present score of 
the tourney :— 

Names, Pillsbury. Lasker. Steinits. Tschigorin. Total. 
Pillsbury... ooo OTT 3 . TILO 4. OF 
Lasker,..... I sie ose $100. 20T os GE 
Steinitz..... 144 ... 3001 ... ons 8200 os SO 
Vschigorin, 0001 .., 400... OOIT ... ne ae 


We find that our games last week were shorn 
of the notes. We therefore reprint them and are 
sure that the critical notes of Mr. Gunsberg will 
enhance the value of our column to the earnest 
student, 


Game No. 440. 
PRETROFF’S DEFENCE, 


WHITER, BLACK. 
Mr. Lasker. Mr, Pillsbury. 

1i—PtoK4 Ii—P to K 4 

2—K Ktto B3 2—K Kt to B3 
3—Kt takes P 3—P t0 O3 

4—K Ki to B3 4—Kt takes P 
“i G4 weet bs 
6—B to O 3 6—B to K 2 
7—Castles 7—O Kt to B3 
8—R to K sq. 8—' to K Kt 5 
g—P to B 3 g—Pw B4 

1o—O to Kt 3 10o—Castles (a) 
11—Bto K Bg t1—B takes Kt 
12—P takes B 12—Kt to Kt 4 
13—K to Kt 2 13—Q toQ2 

14—O to B 2 (b) 14—Kt to K 3 
15—B to B sq. 1I5—BtoQ 3 
16—K1 to 2 2 16—O Rt» K sq. 
17—Kt to B sq. 17—Kt( IX3)takes P{c) 
18—Q to QO sq. 18—R takes R 
19—Q takes R 19—Kt takes P (d) 
20— K takes Kt 20—P to B 5 (e) 
oa to sa (f) 21i—Ktto K gch. 
22—KK to K2 22—O to Kt § ch. 
23—K to O2 23——-O takes O ch, 
24—K takes O 24—Kt takes B (g) 
25—K to K2 25—Kt to K4 
26—P to B3 26—R to K sq. 
27—P to Kt 3 27—Kt to Kt 5 ch, 
28—K to 2 28—Kt to K 6 
29—B to Kt 2 29--Kt to Kt 7 (h) 
30—P to KR3 30—B to Bg 
31—Kt to R 2 31—B to B7 
32—P to B4 32—P takes P . 
33—P takes P 33—-Pto KK R4 


34—Resigns (i). 


NOTES BY GUNSBERG. 


(a) An unorthodox move which gives at once rich 
We do not know what 


interesting complications. 


omise of 
ilisbury’s 


reply would have been if White on his next move had taken the 
Q Kt P, but Q to Q 3 is alikely move, as then B takes Kt would 


follow with a strong attack, 
takes K B P may be possible. 


n which even a sacrifice by Kt 


3 The retreat of the Q is a confession of failure of the move 
of Qto Kt 3, Taking the Q Kt P was rightly deemed by White 


to involve too much loss of time. 


{c) White’s game was much overclouded, and whenever there 
are clouds, lightning moves such as the present may be looked 
for. The keen edge and incisiveness of black’s plays especially 


considering the occasion, is noteworthy and wil 


no doubt 


receive great admiration, The soundness of the move is self- 


evident. 


(d) Another rich move, Commentissuperfluous. The sequel 


shows its soundness, 


(e) The temporizing move makes the sacrifice effective and it 


forms part of a deep combination. 


(£) It would have been useless to attempt ax, K to Kt 2, P to 


B 6 ch, ch, 22, K to Kt, sq. 
k having recovered his piece remains with two pawns 


(2) Blac 


to R 6 wins. 


ahead, but the manner in which he speedily brings about the 
utter helplessness of his form dable opvonent is »}most as ade 
misable in its wey a6 the fine attack ja Srst part of the games 


Digitized by (OC gle 


(h) Black’s object is to prevent the white rook and pieces 
coming into play. 

(i) Although White could have'struggled on longer, yet his 
position was so utterly hopeless that he lost nothing by giving 
up the attempt. 


Game No. 441. 


Q. P. oPpEninG. 


WHITE. BLACK. 


Mr, Steinitz. Mr. Tschigorin. 

1—PtoQ4 I—Pt0o Q4 

2—K Kito B3 2—K Ki to B 3 
3-—-P to B4 3—P to K3 
4—Kt to B3 4—Bto Ka 

5—B to B 4 (a) 5—P to B 3 (b) 
6—P to K3 6—Q Kt tw Q2 
7—P to K R 3 (c) 7—Castles 
8—Bto 03 8—P takes P (d) 
g—B takes B P g—KrtoQ4 
10—B to R 2 (e) 10-9 toR4 
11—R to QO B sq. 11—Kt (Q 2) to Kt3 
12—B to Kt 3 12—B to Kt 5 (f) 
13—0 to B2 13—Kt takes Kt 
14—P takes Kt 14—B to R6 
15—R to O sq. 15—Kt toO4 
16—R to O 3 16—P to K 4 (g) 
17—P to K 4 17—Kt takes P (h) 
18—Castles 18—P takes P 
19—R takes P 19—Kt to Kt 4 
20—R to R4 20—O to Kt 3 
21—Kt to Kt 5 21—OQto Bg 
22—O to DO 2 22—PtwoK R3 
23—Kt to B3 23—O to K2 
24—PtoK5 24—-Pio OR4 
25—R to R 4 (i) 25—BtoO Kr 5 
26—O to B2 26—K to R sq. 
27—BtoK B4 27—P to K B g (k) 
28—P takes Pe.p.(!) 28—R takes P 
29—Bto Kt 5 29—-Bto KB4 
30—O to B sq. (m) 30—O0 Rto K B sq. 
31—PtoR4 31—Kt to B6 
32—K to R sq. 32—B to O 6 (n) 
33—R to K sq. 33—Kt to K 7 
34—O to O sq. 34—B takes R 
35—O takes 2 B 35—R takes Kt (0) 
30—P takes 36—Q takes B 
37—R to K Kt 4 37—Kt to B 8 
38—O to K 4 38—O to K B4 


39—Resigns (p). 


NOTES BY GUNSBERG. 

(a) With all due deference to authorities, we nevertheless 
should recommend this bishop’s move, Ina ee? side open- 
ing one ec holds good for both attack and defense— 
namely, that the pieces, especially the Q B, are wanted for 
operations on the Q side, on Q Kt a. ‘ 

(b) A favourite move of Tschigoriu, but as the object of this 
move is to enable Black at some future time to play P to Ka, the 
move.is far more justified in this case, where the White B to K 
B 4 would make P to K 4 all the more succeessful. 

(c) There cannot be time for an inactive move of this char- 
acter. 

(d) Good again. Black gains further time by this move, as it 
can be attacked, Black thereby further developing the game. 

(e) Deplorably ineffective, but if 10, Kt takes Kt K P takes Kt 
with equal advantage to Black. And, again, 10, B takes Kt is 
likewise not favourable to the first player. 

() Now the effect of White’s inactive moves show themselves 
only too plainly. 

(x) Already a crisis has been reached. By this fine move 
Klack is bound to gain something, He threatens to win the ex- 
change by B to K B4,. 

(h) Perfectly sound, of course, as B to Kt ¢ would follow— 
that is, 28, R takes Kt, B to Q Kt 5. 19, K to Qa, P takes P, a0, 
Kt, takes P, R to Q sq. winning. 

(i) With this move White begins an attack which he carried 
on with fine judgment, and which might have succeeded with a 
little better luck, 

(k) Of course, B takes R P was threatened. Black’s move 

romises only a pore erectetone defense, but there was really no 
better move on the d, 

(1) At first sight 28, Q to B sq. seems almost a winning 
move, but Black would attack the queen by \1 to R6, and if a9, 
Q to k , B to By, and so on until White relinquishes the diago- 
nal with his queen, ds otherwise B takes RP would be fatal. 

(m) If White played go, B takes R, Black’s reply would bave 
been Q takes B, but it would have been the simplest, though 
Black would have remained with a very good game owing to 
the fine development of his minor pieces. — 

(n) The play now assumes a Mee —_ character. Black 
now wins back the exchange whic hite as yet has not even 
taken. 

(o) The Russian master is at his best, The very fine combi- 
nation entirely destroys White’s chances. 

(p) If 39, Q takes B, Q takes P ch. 40, K to Kt sq. Kt to Q 6, 
aod White wins easily. 


Cottece Cuess in AMBRICA. 

The annual intercollegiate chess contest be- 
tween Harvard, Yale, Princeton, and Columbia 
was begun in New York city, December 26th, 
Columbia and Yale had the attack on their respec- 
tive boards, being represented by their best men, 
while Harvard and Princeton were obliged to fall 
back on substitutes. Each of the four tables at 
which the eight players sat had a blackboard on 
which was bulletined all necessary information for 
visitors as to the players’ names, the openings 
adopted, length of games, and theresults. The 
tournament was concluded on New Year’s day 
and Harvard came out victorious. The final 
scorew as as follows :— 

Harvard ,,..........wins 8} .,.... losses 34 
Columbia ,..........wins 8 ...,.. losses 4 
Princeton yeccccereeeWIIS 4 sssvee losses 8 
Yale aerrecececcccscgee Wills 3t eeeeee lusses &} 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 





THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 





[Beb. 15, 1896. 


i 





Sr. Perersspurc (Seconp Rounp). 
Game No. 442. 
FOUR KNIGHTS’ GAME. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Tschigorin. Pillsbury. 
1—PtoK4 1—P to K4 
2—K Ktto B3 2+K Kt'to B3 
a—Kt to B3 3—Kt to B3 
4—Bto Kt5 4—BwKt5 
5—Castles 5—Castles 
6—P 0 O03 6—P to O03 
7—Bto Kt 7—B takes Kt 
8—P takes 8—Kt to K 2 
o—B takes Kt g—P takes B 
10—O to 4 2 10—Kt to Kt 3 
11—K to R sq. 11—K to R sq. 
12—PtoQO4 12—R to K Kt sq. 
13—B to : 13—Q0 to K2 
14—9 Rw Kt sq. 14—P to Ki 3 
15—Kt to Kt sq. 15—Bto K3 
16—P to te 5 16—B to Q 2 
17—P to Kt3 17—R to Kt 2 
18—O R to K sq. ie Rto K Kt sq. 
19—P to B3 1I9—PtoK R4 
20—R to B2 20—Kt to B sq. 
21—P to K Bg 21—P takes P 
22—QO takes P 22—Kt to R2 
23—Ki to B3 - 23—Bto Kts5 
24—Kt to 2 4° 24—P two R5 
25—Rto K3 25—-O to K4 
26—P takes P 20—B to B 6ch. 


27—Resigns. 
Game No. 443. 


RUY LOPEZ. 

WHITE, BLACK. 

Lasker. Steinitz. 
1i—PtoK 4 i—PtoK4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—O Kt to B3 
3—Bto Kis 3—P tO RZ 
4—BtoR4 4—Pt0 O3 
5—P to 4 4 5—Bto O2 
6—P to B3 6—Kt to B3 
7-Q KtwQ2 7—BitoK2 
8—Castles 8—Castles 
9—R to K sq. 9—R to K sq. 


10—Kt to B sq. 
11—Kt to Kt 3 
12—PtoKR3 
13—Bto B2 


m4—PtoO5 
15—B to R 3 


10—B to K Bsq. 
11i—Pto K Kt 3 
12—B to Kt 2 
13—B to O B sq. 
14—Ktto K2 
15—R to B sq. 


<2 to. O'2 16—Kt to K sq. 
17— tetee Ite weg, 
18—O R to O84 13—=Ke to Kt sq. 
19—B takes B ch, 19—Kt takes B 
20—P to B4 20—PtoK B4 
21—O tw B3 21—P takes P 
22—B takes P 22—Kt to B3 
23-0 ww K 3 23—K takes B 
24—Kt takes. Kt 24—Rto Bs 
25—P to B5 25—B'to B 4 
26—Ki (B3)toKt5 26—-QtoQ2 
27—O takes R 27—P takes 
28—Kt to B6 28—Ktto K 3 
29—Kt takes O 29—K. takes Kt 
30—R to K 7 30—K to Kt sq. 
31—Kt to B 6 ch, 31—K to B sq. 
32—R takes B P 32—Resigus. 


Yokouama Cuess Cuius. 

The finals for the Championship are now being 
played between Tennaut and Griffin. Two gates 
were contested on Thursday, 13th, both of them 
being won by the President. In the first Griffin 
had the attack (Q, P. opening), ‘and ‘a good, 

sound, careful, game was the fésult, ‘In the 
second, Tennantopened with tlie Scotch Gambit; 
making a fierce assault, which the déferice resist. 
ed successfully. 








MAIL STEAMERS. 


$$$ 
THR NKXT MAIL (& De 

From America ......... perQO.&O.Co. Sunday, Feb. 16th.* 
From Canada, &c....... per C. P.R. Co. Monday, Feb. 7th.¢ 
From America ........ per P.M. Co. Sunday, Feb. a3rd.; 
From Hongkong ....., per P.& O.Co. Thursday, Feb. soth.| 
From Europe, via 

Hongkong ......0... per N. D. Lloyd Monday, Feb, 17th 
From Europe, via 

Hongkong .......05 per M. M. Co. Wed' day, Feb. a6th. 


From Hongkong ..,... per C. P. R. Co. Thursday, Feb, azth. 





* Coptie left San Francisco via Honolulu on January s8th. 
t Empress of Japan left Vancouver on February hy 4 cin of Rio 
de Janeiro lett San Francisco on February 6th: || Ancona left 
Hongkong on February 1th. % Mohenwollern left Hongkong on 
pte be tath, The English mail is on board the steamer 


THE NOXT MAIL tBavan 
For Hongkong 


dedbteuss perC.P.R.Co, Monday, Feb. ryth. 

Bot America ....cccccees per P, M. Co, 
ror levees, wisttieee: ° Tuesday, Feb. 18th, 

eae per N.D. tloyd Friday, Feb. erat 
For Victoria, B.C....... per N, F. Co. - ‘ ; 
= Europe, via Shang. se terdeny Sp. amt 

Ol Huish tenders per M.M. Go, Sun jae, Feb. ard. 
For Victoria, B.C. .cc090 per OR. & N. Co. Tuesday. Keb ~ ‘ 
For Laneda, Be. w... per. RP. KR Ge. Friday, Feb, 8:n, 
for Atnerica rit vu, &vU; €o. 'Fridey, Man ajith. 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
——EE—— 
ARRIVALS. 


Musashi Kan (g), Japanese corvette, Captain T. 
lio, 8th Febcuary,—Yokosuka 81h February. 
Diomed, British steamer, 2,436, Bartlett, 8th 
February,—London via ports, General, Butter- 

field & Swire. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E, Friele, 8th 
February,—Sawn Francisco 18th Janwary, Mails 
and General,—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Spondilus, Britis: steamer, 4,200, Griffiths, 8th 
February,—London, Oil.—Samuel Samuel & 
Co 


Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 8th 
Pebruary,—Nagasaki 5th February, Coal.— 
Mitsu Bishi Sha. 

Sorachi Maru, Japanese stéamer, 1,108, 8th Feb- 
ruary,—Mororan 6th February, Coal.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Afridi, British steamer, 2,283, Thos. Golding, gth 
February,—San Francisco 11th January, Mails 
and General.—O, & O. S.S. Co. 

Florida, Norwegian steamer, 5,300, Hansen, oth 
February,—Vancouver, B.C., 22nd December, 
2$ million feet Lumber, 
South Africa, vid Moji stopped en route for 
repairs. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
roth February,— Hongkong vid ports, 31st Janu- 
ary, Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, rth 
Febridry,=Hanghthe vid ports, 2nd February, 
Mails and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Salvadova, Spanish steamer, 978, Raion, rith 
February,—Manila, Sugar.—Browne & Co. 

Welbourne, French steainer, 3,400, Bowdon, r1th 
February,— Marseilles 5th January, Hongkong 
2nd February, Shanghai 6th, and Kobe toth, 
Mails and General.—Messageries Maritimes Co, 

Moji Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,569, Kawahara, 
11th February,—Shimonoseki 8th February, 
Coal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Charmer, American ship, 1,776, Holmes, 11th 
February,—New York 28h August, Oil.— 
Standard Oil Co. 

Oceana, German steamer, 1,628, J. Bebrens, 11th 
February,—Hamburg vid ports, General.— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Tosa Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,589, Ekstrand, 
11th February,—Kobe roth Febroary, General. 
—Nippon VYusen Kaisha. 

ay ea British steamer, 2,514, Sommers, 13th 

ebruary,—Liverpool gth December, General, 
—W.M. Strachan & Co. 

Sagami Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
13th February,— Hakodate froth February, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hiogo Maru, Japauese steamer, 896, Matsumoto, 
14th February,—Kobe 12th Feb:uary, General, 
—Nippon VYusen Kaisha. 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, N. Ono, 
14th Februacy,—Kobe 13th February, General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 14th February,—Shanghai via ports, 8th 
February, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, 


For Port Elizabeth, 


DEPARTURES. 


Asloum, British steamer, 1,620, Murray, oth Feb- 
ruary,—Victoria, B.C., Mails and General,— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Océanien, French steamer, 2,127, Schmitz, gth 
February,—Shanglai vid Kobe; Mails and 
General.—Messageries Maritimes Co, 

Dunfermline, British ship, 2,773, Forbes, oth 
February,—Port Townsend, Ballast.—Captain, 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202,'N..Ouno, 
oth February—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 
toth February,—Otaru vid ports, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, r1th 
February,—Hongkoug vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—P. M. S:S.Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese stéamer, 875, Eden, arth 

ebruary,—Nagasaki, General.—Mitsu Bishi 
Sha. 

Tokai Maru, Japanese steamer, 634, Mclvor, 11th 
February,—Ogasawara Island, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tokio-Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, R. Tipple, 
trth Febcuary,—Shangthai via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Vusew Kaisha. 

"Retriever, American schooner,75, L.B. Walls, 11th 
February,—Borneo vid Hongkoug.—Owners; 
Belgic, British steamer, 2;695, J.oH. Rinder, rath 

ebruary,—San Francisco, Mails and General. 
—O. & O. S.S. Co. 
Mirsashi Kan (9) ) Japariese ‘corvette, ‘Captain T. 


dio, 22th Bebruarys—Yukosuka, 


Wm. H. Macy, American ship, 2,092, J. A. Ams- 
bury, 12th FBebruary,—New York vid Kobe, 
General.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Afridi, British steamer, 2,283, Thos. Golding, 13th 
February,—Hongkong, Mails and General,— 
O. & O. S.S.'Co. 

Sagami Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
14th February,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yu. 
sen Kaisha. 

Bellona, German steamer, 2,663, Von Binzer, teth 
February,—Marseilles, Havre, Hamburg, vid 
ports, Geveral.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
15th February,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and 
General—P. & O.S.N. Co. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per American steamer Pern, from San Fran- 
cisco:—Miss W. E. Hall, Miss Ellen Etnerson, 
Rev. W. B. Harrison, Mr. R. W. Mustard, Mr, 
E. J. Plaza, Secretary, Mexican Legation, Mr. E, 
H. Viaz, Mr. H. Binley, Mr. C. P. Troy, Mr. H. 
W. Oliver, and Mr. P. Furniche in cabin. For 
Shanghai:—Mr. Henry Harvey in cabin. For 
Hongkong :—Rev. Him Win and Mr. Thomas 
Wing Get Tong in cabin. 

Per British steamer Verona, from Hongkong 
vid ports:—Mr, J. B. Norman and Mr. C: G, 
Freet in cabin; one Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Belgic, from Hongkong vid 
ports:—Mr, T. D. McKay, Mr. H. P. Wadman, 
Prince Minsky and servant, Rev. G. A. ‘Lefroy, 
Mr. EF. J. Gause, Mr. E. Leonard, and Mr. Gale 
and son in cabin, Bor San Francisco :—Piince 
A. A, Dolgounki in cabin. 

Per Frencli steamer Melbourne, froti Marseil- 
les:—~Mirs. Rosalie Nicolas in cabin. From 
Shanghai :—Miss Pratt in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama’ Maru, from 
Shanghai vid ports:—Mr, and Mrs. Kawabuchi, 
Mr. Lee Hsia Seng, and Mr. J. Gradwell in cabin; 
42 Japanese, 3 Europeans, and 2 Chinese in steer- 
age. For San Feancisco :>—Miss McGarthy, Mr. 
Ed. Rungs, and ‘Mr. R. Jeffero in cabin. 


DEPARTED, 

Per French steamer Océasten, for Shanghai vid 
Kobe:—Count Giuseppe Telfener, Mr. Alfredo 
Fasola, Count de Wydenbruch and 2 servauts, 
Captain Barou Aehrenthal, Messrs. J. Tamura, 
Litoinoff, H. Frick, Auba Jiro, Tachibana Ko- 
ichiro, Y. Matsuyama, Hidaka, G. Kurosawa, 
Miss Jeanne Muller, Messrs. J. H. Cocksedge, 
George B, Dodwell, C. Bunner, J. Ahrousolim, J. 
S. Colton Fox, R» W. Mustard, and Nanasawa 
in cabin, 

Per Americaw steamet Peru, for Hongkong via 
Nagasaki :—Messrs. W. J. Gresson, D..E. Brown, 
and W. FB. Mitchell in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports :—Miss Hall, Miss Emerson, Mrs. G 
Pear, Messrs. T. Totsugawa, ‘1. Ikuno, ¥. Kaga, 
and +. Atsumi iw cabin ; Miss Asami, Miss Miyo- 
saki, Me. avd Mis. R. Peterson, Me.N. Y.C. Isberg 
in second class, and 43 passeugers in steefage. 

Per British steamer Belgic, for San Feancisco:— 
Mr. E, Greubitz, Mr. Win, Melchers, Mr. J. B. 
Sloctim, and Priiice Dolgorouki in-cabin. 

Per British steamer Verona, for Hongkong vid 
ports :—Mr, Douglas Ward, Mr. Sydney Harvey, 
Mr, S. Fisher, and Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Freet and 
servanrt-inccabin.; 2-Chinese-in-steerage. 


CARGOES. 


Per French steamer Océanien, for Shanghai via 
Kobe :—Raw Silk for Europe, 769 bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 264 bales. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shanghai 
viA ports :—Treasure, $141,200.00. 

Per British steamer Belgie, for San Feantisco:— 





THA. 
aAN NSW ST. NEW OTHER 
*HANODIECH, YORK. CHICAGO. LOUIS, ORLEBAN,. CITIES, TOTAL. 
Hongkong. 40 _- _ — _ - 30 
Amoy ...... — 8,079 2,99 — ,t78 — 92,266 
— ee 
Total ... 30 8,079 2,998 — 6,978 — 12,296 
Sian, 
aan uaw 
saancniecu, TORK, WARTFORD. Cutats 
Shanghai oe bee ene ree -— 178 ~_- 178 
Hongkong oss eceses - 73 _ 73 
Vokohama ......... - 137 as 162 
Ta iiosinus | 388 25 = 4 


Per British steamer Verona, for Hongkong vid 
ports:—Silk, 393 bales; Waste Silk, 74 bales. 


REPORTS. 

The British steamer Afradi, Captain Golding, 

reports :—Left San Francisco the 11th January at 

6.15am. Arcrived.at Yokohama the 8th February 

at8p.m. Time, 27 days, 20 hours, 8 anieutes. 

Experienced strong winds to gales from west, and 
heavy seas throughout the passage. 


Original from 


~ CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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The Norwegian steamer Florida, Captain Han- 
sen, reports :—Left Vancouver the 22nd Decem. 
ber; had strong north-west, west, aud south-west 
winds and heavy sea, On January 17th a sailor 
was carried overboard by one of the many seas 
which were completely covering the steamer. 
When 650 miles off the Japan coast a schooner 
was sighted with main mast broken. The first 
attempt to lower a life-boat was unsuccessful as it 


SUGAR, 

Browu—Rather mose doing at lower prices. 
Takao sorts are coming into. the market again; 
buyers offering $4.10 for “futures.” White— 
Market very quiet, dealers having planty of stock. 
Holders have reduced: quotations a bit; but with- 
out being able to make avy impression upon the 
50,000 piculs stock. 


PAR PICUL, 
was bioken on the side of the steamer, but ata} Grown akan ..cscceseeereee sereeces $40 0 4.18 
second trial they succeeded in launching a boat, oes pa bb ihe 4-70 4 4.80 
and after a hard steuggle they managed to get! Brome Cantou wemrncccceeccnee $Qs t0 4.60 
close enough to the schooner to save theremain-| White Java and Penang .........0+ 6.70 to 6.80 
ing six of their crew. She proved to be a Japan- | White Retined csc cccccsccsserssrcscressesces 6.0080 9.38 


ese schooner of about 75 tous, and her Captain 
reported that while his boat was being driven off 
the Japan Coast, eight of the men in attempting 
to reach the shore were drowned. When picked 
up they were entirely out of provisions. The coal 
supply of the steamer had been exhausted and 
they have burnt some of the cargo. 

The Buitish steamer Belgic, Captain Rinder, 
reports :—Left Hongkong the 2nd February, Amoy 
the qth, Nagasaki the 7th, and Kobe the oth. 
Artived at Yokohama the soth February at 10 
p.m. outside; came inside at 7 a.m. N. W. Gale 
and high sea from Kobe to port. 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 

Prices lower all round aud some business tas 
been done at quotations. Full sizes are neglected, 
both Filatures and Reereels feeling the pinch 
badly. The folks in the States seem still to be 
labouring under the financial depression, and of 
course Silk, a pure luxury, is ane of the first things 
to be “‘ hammered,” 

QUOTATIONS.—-(NBW SILK.) 
Filatures—Ixtra g/t, 10/12 den,...Nom. $8 to to 820 
Cilatures——[xtra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom. 800 to 810 
Filatwras—-No. 8, 10/14 dleniern.......ces0es0. 780 to 800 
Filatusas—No. 8, 3/15, 04/86 Was... 750 to 760 
Rilatures—-No, ug, 10/14 deniers ............ 7§0 to 760 
Filatuceae—-Na. tae. tatzdey. ...... 720 to 730 
Filatuces=eNo. 2, 19/05 deniers.........s00. 720 tO 730 
BilaturgseeNa, 2, 8418 denigrs.........00... 700 to 710 
Re-rgels—No. t, 14/18, 14/'hden....Nom. 720 to 730 








LATEST COUMMERCIAT. 


—_ 


IMPORTS. 


> Still very dull. Yarn—A few small transactions 
at quotations, but the market is weak. Shirtings 


deprensed and nothing done, Turkey Reds quiet | Se "ee—Ne: Seal a temainnn doo te Jr 

with retail sales, Velvets and Lawns move slowly.| Re-reels—=No. ah, 14/18 dasieve>.., 66a to 670 

Woollens dormant. Re-reelsa—No, 4, 14/20 deniers...........06 640 to 650 
corron PIERCE GOOtS, Kakedas—Exire 908 cee Bee Oe tee cet eee eee Nom. —_ 

PRR riacs, Kakedas—No. § see vow cnn nencen see nes rue cesses ace 7io to, 20 


Liney Shingings—84™, 384 ydu, syinches $2.30 to 2.90 Kakedas—WNo, FT ee ae steceseseeese G7Q-t0 680 





Grey Shirtings—olb, 384 yds. 4Sinches 2.75 to 3-30 Kal as—No. 2 100 nee rete cence es cee cen ces cones 650 to 660 
r. peepee aayar ae joiners seoese 8.70 tO 2.00 Kmiced allo. 2b icc ces cee cec cee cee nes cen ece senses — 
Indigo Shictings—12 yards, ¢ginches,. 8.90 to 2.40 

Printe—Assorted, 24 yards, 30 inches,, 200 to 3.7§ WASTE SILK. 

Cotton—lItaliang and Satteens Mlack, Pan YAwD. Quotations nominally unchanged but weak; 


0.16 t00.22 Jand concessions can be obtained for important 


orders. Stock 15,000 piculs, with small demand 


G8 SCHON aie sceskasins cee vos teense senvee nee 
PRM Pisce, 


Velvets—-Biack, 35 yards, aainches ... 8.00 to 80,00 





Victoria lawns, 12 yards, 42-4 inches,. 0.75 to 0.90 and a feeble trade. 
TurkeyReds—s.0 to 2.40, 24/25 yards, QUOTATIONS.--(NEW W4STE.) 
SO INCHES oo. .crcce ee eecceseecsreseereree 860 tO 0.75 Noshi--Filat ri Sirs t 
Turkey Reds—a.8 to 3%b, 24/25 yards, so an ure, righ tne one neces see sae cee ces tS ras 820 
JO INCHES wes. seecsessscsscsesseeseeeeer  €.85 tO 2,80 tae a Ty sciee er cdadabedatardarcsdadiie ae t vs 
Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4¥b, 24/25 yards, a te ra Oh hanes a siebiapes a +4 oe 
32 INCHES oe seesrerscesssesesssareee 209500 2.68 NCO Mo MGNin oe eo ise. 46 ioe 
Turkey Reds—4.8 t 5t, 24/25 yards, NOS *—Shi at re O ee hen toe see cee tee san eee fae 5 
92 1MCHOS .....crcersecscccseseeses sreeees 2QOLO 3.90 Neue Gen eee 65 te 70 
WOOLLIENS, pan YARD. Noshi--Bushis, Best ......secccccsscsecevevere #20 tO 125 
Plame... oo. cessce ses csecse cesses ses seesseee, $0030 tu 0.478 Noshi—Hushu, Good sececeecsercscsssecevee $10 10 055 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches hest 0.35 ta 0,41 Noshi—Bushu, Mediutnr......05.cesseessesssece BOO tO 80§ 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches Noshim—Joshu, Good .......0-s seen 60 to 65 
Medium ..c.cccecssssesseeeessesseces 0.30 bY 0.32) Noshi—Joshu, Baie ......sesesssesee §5 tO S08 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches Kibiso—Filatura, Heat ....scsccssseccccerense 95 tO 100 
Common oo... ceseeeseee ceeseseee 0.35 tO 0,279 KibisoFilature, Seconds ........0.0. 85 to go 
Mousseline de I.aine—Crape, 24 yards, 
JO 1MCHEB...... cee cec ese ststee ceseee eee OL8§ tu 0.33 TEA. 
Claths—Pilots, 54 @ sGinches ......... 0.3§ to 0.50 Nothing done beyond a hundred piculs or so, 
Cloths—Presidents, 54@ s6 inches .. 0.60 to0.6§ |b. Chinese hongs, for the Singapore trade. Quo. 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ 56 inches ......... 0.40 t0 9.90. y : in " d: d foreign b 
Rankete-Scarlat and Green, 3to sth, tations nominally une anged; an oreigy. Buyers 
POO eecessee sees 0.60 to o.gg [appear to be cleaning up their godowns ready 
COTTON VARS, ver FicUL, foc New Crop. PER PICUL, 
Nua. 16/24, Singles .......:............8 98-00 to 40,00 Choicest .....cssesssccesessercscssesesceeseseccscovee $30 tO $32 
Nos. 28/32, Singles ..............08 42-00 tO 43.50 CHOICE sii stcciwsas vacsan sieves Vissavtensianiesveresen 28 EO: 80 
Nos. 38/42, Singles ............s.seeeee 44.50 tO 45.50 PimOBE écsices ssi siciose vas ven tonseeecessssesestesnss.tea. 2016 87 
Nos. 32, Doubles .............:ssreee §§.00 tO 46.90 RG iid ccc cccsesducuta vin vessucsancaans 24 to 25 
Nos. 42, Doubles CFOS 6:60 5 S88 KOR Kee 2Es FOS §3.00 to 53-20 Good Medium 000 080 000 C00 00 10s 0s onsen ese eee see a2 to 23 
Nos. 2/60, Plain... .c.cce ce ceecesseeee 70.00 00 74.00 Medium ....c.ssecseeees ia 20 to 38 
N06. 2/80, Po iissessseessscssessssseee 94.00 t0 86.00 Good Common ......c00 sesssecesssecessesaserseces 08 0 99 
Nos. 2/100, Plain COO C00 coe coe 008 O00 00 008 $05.00 to 108.00 Common PY OT IRTINCIOLISIISTISIIEI IS ISIS ea) 16 to 97 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed ........1... ssersseeee 79.00 to 82.00, 
Nog. 2'80, Gassed 00.02.0005 ceseseese 95000 tO 99.00. — : 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed ..................... 120.00 0 125.09 EXCHANGE. 


METALS. Exchange has been steady, and rates have un- 


There is more enquiry ; but better advices from dergone little alteration. Silver has been looking 
the producing market cause hohders to be firm,|up slightly, and rates of exchange are firm, with 
and buyers will have to pay quotations, at least,|an upward tendency. 
for what they require. They have again missed Sterling—Bank T.T 
their opportunity of securing some bargains by 8 oe Bills oo denied... 


their procrastination. — 4 months’ sight ...... 
Private 4 months’ sight... 
6 months’ sight 


2/2 
2/2 
2/24% 
2/33; 
3/27, 


PBR PICUL, = 


Seb eishS een 43-28, Lo 3.45 
eves 9.99 (0 3.30 
3.20 tO 3.30 


Wlat Wars, 4 ined... ... 0... 
Plat Barn, b inch... ccces cesses cee cee cae cee 
Rowand and squae upto Finch ........ 


Iron Plates, assorted wo... ccccessseereee 3.50 tO 3.65 On Paris—Bank sight .......sccsccsscee 2.72$ 
Pag ae pooch or wae ease On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight... 2.764 
Wire Nails, assorted SESE Se aa 40 to ao On Hongkong—Bank sight... seseccece I “lo Pp 
Tin Plates, per box cece cece, $60 10 §.90 — Privaterodays’sight. Par, 
Pig Tram, Nim. 4 sercesscdserccsscnceses 1.60 to 1.65 On Shanghai—Bank BIQht reccoccecce TIP 
KKROSHENK ~ Private 10 days’ sight. 72} 
More arrivals, and holders have given way ing On India—Bank sight ......ccccccseeoee 182 
price. This course has not induced business, — Private 30 days’ sight...... 1843 


buyers waiting for further concessions. Holders: 
say they will not reduce quotations further ; if they 
stick to that, buyers must soon come in, as con- 
sumers are cunning short of stock. 

American ... ois oe os 


Langkat eeecee eee eos COC CRO HER See eee ter s0e C8 res FOR 


On America—Bank Bills on demand 523 @33 
Private 30 days’ sight... 542 

4 months’ sight. 55 

On Germany—Bank sight .........00. 2-20 
Private 4 months’ sight... 2.24 
Bar Silver (London) 0. .00 ces cee cee o0e ove 30}} 


sseccsesecee $2.25 to 2.30 
2.40 to 32.30 


Google 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, February toth. 

Latest mail advices from China bear dates of 
the gist ultimo, ist and 5th instant, and report the 
following changes and movements in the share 
market. 

From Hongkong business is reported as having 
been very slack ; whilst Shanghai reports business 
as having been fairly active. Iu the latter port, 
H. & S. Banks were placed at 181 per cent. pre- 
mium, from Hongkong at 181.50 per cent. premium, 
for cust; 191 for May and 194 per cent. premium 
for June. Facuhams have been parted with at Tis, 
190 for cash, and at same rate for April delivery. 

angtszes were sold at Ts. 122.50, but this was 
oni over the market rate of the day. North 

hinas, after being parted with at T'ls.220, recover- 
ed and were in demand at Tis. 225. Waterworks 
have risen to Ts. 200; Llewellyns $65; Shanghai 
Lunds Ts. 30 paid up at Tls.§5; Horse Bazaars 
Tls.53; Shanghai Cargo Boats Tls.210; Co-oper- 
atives Tis. igo; Majors ‘Ils. 28; International Cote 
tons Tis.47.75 and Lankats to ‘T'ls.250. The follow- 
ing bave suffered a decline :—China Sugars to 
$108/9; Peraks Tis. 35.75; Watsons $11.50 and 
Indos Tis. 41. Peraks have. also been placed at 
Tls. 38 for May. 

We hear by wire that Traders have strengthened 
to $75.50 against the last wired quotation of the 
5th mstant, $74; but there are sellers at the former 
rate. By wire, we also hear the H & K. Wharf 
& Godown Co., will pay a final dividend of 2.50 
per cent., making, together with the intermin di- 
vidend paid for the } year to 30 June last, 5 per 
cent. for the year. Hongkong Lands have been 
placed to-day at $69.50, 

Bretts have been placed to-day at $6. 


February 14th. 

Mail advices from China with dates of the 4th 
and 7th instant report the following :— 

From Hougkong we hear busiuess continues 

quiet, but a better feeling exists in the market, in 
consequence of the advance in Consols in London, 
being quoted £108, the highest point they have 
touched so far. This, and the belief that a reduce 
‘tion of interest by the Banks to 1 percent. on Cure 
‘cent Accounts and § per cent. on Loans, urge 
investors to think of a very material improvement 
in the share market. 
t Hongkong Fires show an improvement, busi« 
iness having been done and are in demand at 
$297.50 China Fires are wanted at $90. Yange 
iszes have been placed at $121; shares are in de- 
mand at that sate. The earnings of the H. & W. 
Dock Co. are rumoured to have reached the enor 
mous figure of $150,000. Wanchai Warehouses 
ace very highly thought of and are considered a 
very safe investment. They are quoted at $47.50. 
We should direct our readers’ attention to the 
Chaitman’s speech at the meeting of the West 
Point Building Co. The Hongkong Land Invest- 
ment Co. has just purchased a lot of the reclaimed 
land in front of Peddar’s Wharf, where houses 
are (o be built, the rental of all having been 
secured, The site is one of the best for come 
mercial purposes in Hongkong and the purchase 
should be a very profitable and a dividend-paying 
‘one. Geo. Fenwick & Co. are expected tu pay 7 
per cent. for the past years shares should be on 
the move soon. 

From Shanghai the following changes have to 
be noted :—-Yangtszes have been sold at $125.50, 
Farnhams Tis. 190 for cash and at the same 
figure for Apcil: Shanghai Cargoes Tis. aro 
Cash, 212.50 for the end of this month and 
215 foc May. Shanghaj Lands have risen to Tis. 
So, after business having been completed at Ts, 
72.40 for fully paid-up shares, and Tls. 55 for Tis. 
30 shares; Shanghai-Sumatras Tls. 99 for cash 
and 110 for June; Lankats Tls. 270 cash, Tis. 
270/280 for April and Tis. 280/285 for May; and 

. Loan Bonds at Tls. 275. 

Locally, we have no glange to report; all local 
stocks being in demand, Oriental Hotels are 
wanted at $115; offers of shares might be con- 
templated. Bretts are on offer. 


BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


— 
































VEN 


will be happy to receive and accommo- 
date Missionaries and others during their stay 
in Yokohama. 
Teams :—1wo Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 
Missionaries, 

August 9th, 1895. 
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ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. 
OALITION |! ! 


Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON warm 
their customers against the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 
nasti. and from 2 hy gie nic point of view 
their use is to be strongly deprecated. 


ATKINSON'S “NATURAL” PERFUMES 


de from flowers, and possess all their 
warural fresh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
passed either in delicacy or strength, 


ATKINSON'S “WHITE ROSE.” 
“A charming Scent.” —H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 


J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old | Bond | Street, London. London. 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 








Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address ; 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


| asec suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir SamMugt Baxsr, in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu 
aries in Abyssinia,” says—‘*! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice gratis. In! 
short time I had many a plicants, to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of all kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin ba ee and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

. Cooper, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—*' I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothiny 
could exceed their aratibade' and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so0 om that | was obliged to lock up 
he small remaining “stock, 

Loner by ull Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
Wor May rst, +890. 


“MONEY,” 


A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Annual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Kingdom. Ditto, 2gs., to any part of the World. 


Offices—Bishopsgate House, London, E.C. 


Cable Address: Dinero, London, 


**MONEY "’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 
and swindies. 

“*MONEY”’ is tus Journal for Investors, Speculators and 
Business men. 

“MONEY ”’ is athoroughly up-to-date Record of all Financia! 
and Business Matters. 

“MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, 
at Sree but is absolutely free, independent, 

hones 





**Brookgrant, London.” 





Ae = = o Sy eae poe a gS Manufacturind 
pping, Trading, an rost Companies, a lessly a 
Mav widana« €S we 
August 3, 1895. 









[LKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 





4 refined sugar added. 

# Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
7 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 





September 14th, 1895. 


Apollinaris 





“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 





“Incomparable in Popularity as 
in Purity.”—BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREIBLID & SWIRKH, 


YOKOHAMA. 
August 3rd, 1895. 





Boni Vey 






And see that each Jar bears Justus von may 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

e MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all caser of 


Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fencharch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on ‘Application to Office of this Paper. 
June 14th, 1895. 


NEW TREATY. 


OPIES of the NEW JAPANESE TREATY 
with the UNITED STATES, in Pamphlet 


- Form, can be obtained at this Office, 
Prick 50 CENTS. 


“NEW CODES AND OLD CUSTOMS.” 


By J. H.W. 








RRINTED FROM THE ‘JAPAN Mat.” 
PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 


December, 20th 1804 


Japan Matt,” 51, Main Street, 


Yokohama, March 26th, 1895. 





Printed and Published for the Propriztor at s1, Main Street, Settlement, by Jamgs Evtacotr Brace, of No, 58, Bluff, 
Yokohama,—Saturpay, Fearuary rg, 18 
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Che Hapan Weekly Mail: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

No aotice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘ JAPAN 
Weekry Matt” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer. not tor publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER. 
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BIRTH. 


At Shanghai, on Feb. arst, the wife of CHARLES 
Grant of twins—Son and Daughter. 


MARRIAGE. 


On the 2oth inst., at the British Consulate, by Mr. 
]. Carey Hall, and afterwards at Christ Church by the 
Rev, E.C. Irwine, Ett1g, eldest daughter of Captain 
C. Young, of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, to Mr. Ep- 
warp B. Stuart Epwarps, third son of the late Mr. 
Edward Edwards, Boreton, Salop, England. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Rinperpzst is still prevalent in Tokyo and the 
neighbourhood. 
Six Epwarp Crarke, Q.C., will defend Doctor 


Jameson, at his trial. 





Snow fell heavily in Yokohama on Thursday, 
continuing for many hours. 


Tue people of Korea are reported to be much 
erplexad.by the political situation, the King 


Google 


SEVERE snow storms have been experienced all 
over Japan during the week. 


Tue Japanese authorities in Formosa propose 
constructing Water-works at Taipeh. 


Tr, ArRaKAWA, Japanese Consul at Tientsin, 
was appointed to Soochow on the 8th inst. 


Tue King and Crown Prince of Korea are still 
staying at the Russian Legation in Sdéul. 


Over 700 Japanese emigrants left Kobe on the 
13th inst. for Hawaii by the Chiyoda Maru. 


Tux officers of Dr. Jameson holding the Queen's 
commission are to be tried by Court-martial. 

Rumour has it that the Peace Preservation Re- 
gulations will shortly be put into force in Tokyo. 


Dr. Nansen has discovered the North Pole: the 
British Consul at Archangel telegraphs the news. 


Ong hundred and thirty Japanese gendarmes 
arrived at Fusan on the 16th instant from Shi- 
monoseki. —_—_— 


Count Matsukata is in Tokyo. He was re- 
ceived in audience by the Emperor on the 
1th inst. 


Mr. Joun Ditton, Anti-Parnellite, bas been 
elected leader of the Irish Party in the House of 
Commons. —_—— 

THE ceremony of formally amalgamating the 
various Opposition Parties will take place on 
the 1st of March next. 








Mayor Osuima Kenicut was ordered to proceed 
to Korea on the 14th inst., and left the capital 
for his mission the same day, 


Tue Emperor will defeay the cost of sending 
his representative—Prince Fushimi—to attend 
the coronation of the Czar. 


It is stated that Li Hung-chang will represent 
the Chinese Emperor at the Coronation of the 
Czar, fixed for the 26th May. 





Tue postponed concert of the Yokohama Choral 
and Philharmonic Societies is now fixed to take 
place on Wednesday next. 


Koxse won the Jnterport Football match on 
Saturday last by four goals to one. Snow fell 
during the whole time of play. 


A NEWLY-BUILT house was burned down on 
Noge-yama, Yokohama, on Tuesday morning, 


-}through the carelessness of the workmen. 


Count Mutsvu has returned to the capital : but 
the state of his health forbids him taking any 
active part in social life for some while yet. 


THe marines of the Russian ships at Yokohama 
are not allowed shore leave. It is stated that 
the ships will stay here for about two months. 


Mr. Hrrat Kiso, a Japanese Resident Mini- 
ster (unattached), who had been indisposed for 
sonte time, died in the capital on the rath inst. 


Tue U. S. House of Representatives has re- 
jected the Bill providing for unlimited silver 
coinage, which the Senate snbstituted for the 
Bond Bill. —— 

Tue Diet was suspended for ten days on Satur- 
day last, just as the Opposition were about to 
introduce an anti-government Resolution in the 
Lower House. —_——— 


Messrs. Sursusawa Ericu1, Wakao Ippei, and 
gome other capitalists in Tokyo and Yokohama, 


raw silk, tea, and houses, with a capital of yen 
10,000,000. 


A HOUSE that was being built for Mr. H. A. C. 
Bonar, of the British Consular Service, at 
Negishi, Yokohama, was cousumed by fire on 
Sunday afternoon. 


LiguTENANT Nomoto, a naval a/faché in the 
Japanese Legation in Russia, has been recalled, 
and Lieutenant Yatsuhiro has gone to that 
Country to fill the vacancy. 








Tue partners of the Ka-no Steamship Co., pro- 
pose to extend the company’s business, and to 
send ten small steamers to run between Ke- 
lung, Anping, Takow, and Foochow. 


Tue Directors of the Kyoyei Steamship Co., 
Osaka, have decided to purchase the Bankoku 
Maru, Kinshu Maru, and Hinode Maru be- 
longing to Mr. Asano Soichiro. 


Tue rural division of the Tokyo Municipal As- 
sembly having passed a vote of no confidence 
in Mr. Miura, Governor of Tokyo, the Home 
Minister has dissolved the body. 


Tue Mexican Chargé dA ffaires has intimated 
to the Foreign Department that Mr. Edmundo 
J. Plaza has arrived as a successor to Mr. Luis 
G. Pardo, Secretary of the Mexican Legation. 


Or the seven pro-Japanese Korean statesmen, | : 
whose decapitation the King ordered by an 

edict, U Pon-son is now staying in Kyoto, and ; 
Li Tuho aud Kwon Yongchin in Tokyo. These ; 
Koreans reached Japan some time ago. i 


Fire broke out in the machine room of the 
Kyoto Raw Silk Spinning Co. on the 15th inst., 
and the building where the flames originated 
was destroyed, a few persons beinginjured. The 
loss is estimated at yer 230,000. 


Some hundreds of nayal officers, including 
Marquis Saigo, Vice-Admiral Viscount Ito, and 
Rear-Admiral Baron Ito, held a social enter- 
tainment at the Koyokan, Shiba, Tokyo, on the 


17th inst. to celebrate the first apminerary of 


the fall of Weihaiwei. 


Mr. Consut Hoste has turned from Kirin to 
Newchwang, having been successful in his 
mission. He has secured land for Dr. Greig, 
and the due issue of the Imperial proclamation 
in favour of Christianity, while the accuser of 
Mr. Sung (who was beaten for selling land to 
Dr. Greig) is to be punished. 


TuHere has been a very poor showing in the 
Import trade generally during the past week, 
Yarns, Shirtings, Fancy Cottons, and Woollens 
in particular, being very much neglected, buyers 
apparently hanging fire in the hope of a turn 
in exchange in their favour. There has been 
a good deal of enquiry in the Metal trade, but 
buyers decline to deal on the terms asked by 
holders, who are strong in all branches of the 
market. Kerosene is firmer, and buyers still 
refrain from operations, though how much 
longer they can stand off remains to be seen, 
There has been a fair business in Sugar, 
Manila sorts hardening a little; Whites are quiet 
and unchanged. A considerable quantity of 
Silk has at length been moved, mostly for Eu- 
rope. Holders of good parcels are strong and 
decline even full current rates. The Waste 
Silk trade is unchanged, buyers still having the 
stronger position. Nothing doingin Tea. Ex- 
change was very steady during the early part 
of the week, but the last two days have seen a 
rise in rates, and those close firm. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS: DURING THE WEER. 
ee ee) 

Naturally the metropolitan journals have 
devoted themselves during the week chiefly to 
discussing the Korean Affair. Precise informa- 
tion is not forthcoming, for, owing to some 
unaccountable cause, the first letters of the 
Séul correspondents have not yet been received 
in Tokyo, though the second, chiefly supplemen- 
tary, dated the 14th and 15th inst., appeared 
yesterday in most of the Tokyo newspapers. 
This dislocation of order isextremely tantalizing. 
But, scanty as the information is, there isa 
possibility of gathering the natare of the disturb- 
ance with tolerable accuracy, and the press has 
been busily discussing the policy that Japan 
ought to pursue towards Korea. The Wichi 
Liché and Tokyo Shimbun are the only papers 
that exprees definite opinions on the subject. 
They suggest that the Government ought to 
adopt a new programme towards Korea, name- 
ly, that of placing the peninsula under the joint 
protection of Japan and Russia. The Opposi- 
tion journals are very loud over the affair, but 
it is their usual way to declaim against the 
Cabinet's faulty diplomacy without propounding 
any definite views as to methods that they 
themselves desire to see adopted. 

e ” e 

The Xokumin consistently maintains that 
Japan, faithfal to the spirit of the Declaration of 
War, and to the record of her past connection 
with Korea, which kingdom she had supported 
single-handed, ‘‘ must resolutely assume the 
responsibility of mapping out the future policy of 
the peninsula.” This is somewhat ambiguous. 
It is not plain whether the Xokum#én means that 
Japan ought to undertake the work alone or 
that she should seek the cduperation of others. 
Probably the former alternative is indicated. 
But even the Opposition journals are left far 
behind by their distant ally, the Osaka Asahé, 
which paper announces that the Government’s 
duty is nothing Jess than the speedy despatch 
of a Division of troops to Korea, for the purpose 
of guarding the lines of telegraph between Séul, 
Fusan, and W6n-san, of preserving the safety of 
the Japanese in Korea, and lastly of protecting 
the King and Crown Prince. Then when 
provision has been made of means thoroughly 
efficacious for carrying out the above programme, 
and for preserving the tranquillity of Korea, 
the Japanese Representative in Séul shonld go 
to the Russian Legation, thank the Chargé 
d'A ffaires for extending protection to the King 
and the Crown Prince, and, after representing 
that Japan, in consequence of her past connec- 
tion with Korea, is bound to assume the duty 
of protecting the King and Prince, must escort 
them back to the Palace. If Russia be lree 
from any ambitious intention of converting her 
guardianship of the King and the Heir Ap- 
parent into a means of extending her own in- 
fluence in the Peninsula, her Represéntative 
will have no hesitation in complying with the 
request of his Japanese colleague. As for the 
objection that the despatch of so many troops 
might awaken the suspicions of the Treaty 
Powers, it is pooh-poohed by the Osaka 
paper, which asserts that, since the unsel- 
fishness of Japan’s intentions towards Korea 
is already known to the world, and_ since 
Japan waged a great war abroad for the sake of 
preserving the integrity of Korea, any steps that 
she may take toward that end should not sug- 
gest suspicions to any of the Powers. 

e 


« e 

The Mainichi endeavours to refute the 
opinions of the Wscht Nicht, alluded to above 
and previously reproduced in these columns, as 
to the advisability of placing Korea under the 
joint protection of Russia and Japan. It 
charges its contemporary with want of discern- 
ment for holding that the first-period pro- 
gramme should be abandoned because Korea 
has proved herself lacking in the essentials of 
independence. It avers that her defects in 
that respect must have been well-known by 
every clear-sighed man, and that Japan under- 
took to support her precisely because, owing 
to that lacuna in her nationalism, Korea felt the 
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need of help, and because, in obedience to a 
neighbourly feeling of friendship as well as in 
deference to the interests of Oriental peace, 


Japan considered herself bound to stretch out 


a strong hand, even at the risk of going to war 
with China, 
of abandoning the first-period programme and 
having recourse to the second, the AMainichi 


strongly doubts whether such a step is practic- 
with the outbreak of the 
present trouble, the opportunity for a change 
of policy has been lost, and that, to-day, the 
situation is under the control of others, wot 
Be these things 
as they may, the Ito Cabinet thought the first- 
maintain 
Japan’s prestige and interests in Korea and 
Oriental tranquillity, otherwise 
it would not have spent so much labour to 
It has signally 
failed, whatever adventitious courses may have 
helped to bring about the failure, and the 
Cabinet stands convicted of having commited 
a great blunder in the matter of its so-called 
Then fol- 
lows the stereotyped conclusion of the Mainichi, 
namely, that the Cabinet must hold itself re- 
sponsible for the failure, and must give way toa 
new Ministry on which will devolve the duty of 
judging whether to pursue the first programme 


able, seeing that, 
of Japan, as it was at first. 


period programme sufficient to 
lo preserve 


carry out that programme. 


‘‘ first-period policy ” towards Korea. 


or to change it for the second. 


* 

The Fi attributes the downfall of the last 
Korean Cabinet primarily to the perennial de- 
fect of Korean politics, namely, want of cordial 
union among the members of the Government. 
One of the most striking evidences of this was 
furnished when, in consequence of pressure 
brought to bear by certain Powers in connec- 
tion with the affair of Oct. 8th, the Cabinet 
showed signs of considerable perturbation, and 
after trying to shuffle out of responsibility, at 
last forced the Minister of War and the Chief of 
Police to resign, and put one of the Vice-Mini- 
Concerned solely about 


sters of State to death. 
their own individual safety, the Cabinet Mini- 


sters weakened themselves and prepared the 


wavy for their own downfall. 
* 
« * 


The prospects of the new Cabinet are dealt 


with in another article by the same journal. 
They are considered anything but bright. Two 
causes are enumerated that must subject the 
Cabinet to considerable embarrassment sooner 
or later, namely, the troops trained by Japanese 
officers (Kunrestaf), and the Prince-Parent. 
Those troops, engaged in quelling the, for the 
most part, provincial disturbances while the coup 
d état of the 11th instant was enacted in Séul, 
are said to have beeen ordered to return to 
the capital. That is highly improbable, for 
the Kunrentat are regarded as having taken 
the chief part in the affair of October 8th, 
when the Queen was murdered, and are fully 
aware that to return at the bidding of the pre- 
sent Cabinet would be to go to certain death. 
They will return, but with arms directed against 
the Cabinet. That must prove a serious thing 
to the Ministry, which is practically without 
any native troops at its command. Even more 
serious must prove the question of the Tai 
Wo6n-kun, the relations between whom and the 
new Cabinet can never be cordial. It can 
scarcely be doubted that the Cabinet will take 
steps to subject the Prince-Parent to hostile 
treatment and will place him in confinement. 
But the Koreans are a people that strongly 
abhor disloyalty and want of filial piety, though, 
none the less, they are sufficiently prone to com- 
mit these very crimes. One chief reason for 
the late Queen’s unpopularity was that she, the 
wife of one of the Tai W6n-kun’s sons, show- 
eda merciless demeanour towards her father- 
in-law, and went even to the length of virtually 
placing him under restraint. Hence any ill- 
usage extended to the Prince-Parent on the 
present occasion will excite popular feeling 
against the Cabinet and lead to serious troubles. 
Thus the outlook is very gloomy for the new 
Ministry. 


* 
The Zokyo Shimbun repeatedly charges the 
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Admitting, however, the necessity 
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Opposition with rashness and selfish motives 
in trying to pass a vote of want of confidence 
in the Cabinet at a juncture when the nation 
should unite cordially in perfecting the defences 
of the Empire. Far from being sincere in in- 
troducing such a resolution, they do not seem 
prepared for the dissolution that must follow 
the passing of their singular motion, supposing 
its passing to be possible. That is evident from 
a resolution that they adopted on Thursday, 
when they held a friendly gathering at the 
Kinki-kan. The resolution was to the effect 
that as the Ministry in power can not succese- 
fully maintain the national prestige and interests 
abroad, therefore it must be supplanted by an- 
other formed on the system of responsible 
Cabinets. Now responsible, that isto say, party, 
Cabinets can not be introduced merely by chang- 
ing the personnel of the Ministry. A dissolution 
is essential. Yet the leaders: of the Opposition 
do not refer at all to the latter point, which 
shows how much they dread dissolution, and 
how selfish they are in seeking to bring about 
a change of Cabinet while retaining their owa 
position in the House as before. The Cabinet 
Ministers must not be easily moved to resign, 
even though their measures be opposed by the 
Diet. Only when they have given the Diet time 
for cool reflection, and when the latter is found 
to adhere obstinately to its opinions, must an 
appeal be made to public opinion by dis- 
solving the House. Farther, though the sen- 
tence of dissolution be pronounced on the 
eve of the passage of a vote of censure, the 
Cabinet should not readily be persuaded to 
take any radical step as to its own movements. 
In short, the Zokyo Shimbun is firmly: convinced 
that the only beneficial course for the Gover. 
ment and the Diet to pursue at the present 
juncture, is, forgiving and forgetting all 
causes of enmity, to come together cordially 
and to complete the various arrangements 
necessitated by the war. Should that most 
desirable consummation be impossible; nothing 
ought to prevent the Government from adopting 
such measures as shall show the public that tbe 
State cannot be easily disturbed by the irre- 
sponsible and pernicious notions of the Oppe- 
sition. We are left to conjecture. whether the 
Liberal organ means that the Government should 
Carry out, as urgency measures, the various 
arrangements for augmenting the national arma- 
ments without awaiting the Diet’s approval, 
or whether it means that, without any change 
of Ministry, the House should be dissolved and 
an appeal made to the country. 
® 
* ® 


The Michi Nichi, under the nom de plume Xt 
of its editor, has a note more out-spoken than 
the above. After allnding to the actions of 
Prince Bismarck in the Prussian Cabinet, when, 
disregarding the opposition of the Assembly, he 
increased the national armaments, and subse- 
quently gave to his opponents a significant ob- 
ject lesson in the brilliant success of the 
Prussian arms against Denmark and Austria, 
the Wiéchi Nichd observes that unless the Cabi- 
net Ministers be craven folks, their minds 
must be quite made up as to the plans they 
intend to adopt in the matters of national de- 
fence and foreign policy; and, in carrying 
those plans into practice, it is not essential that 
they should secure the consent of the Diet. 
To dissolve the House and to summon a new 
one, would be simply to subject the people to 
trouble and expense. 


@ t ° 

The ¥7é preaches a good sermon for the 
benefit of political malcontents who are always 
harping on what they call the op- 
ment of popular rights. It absolutely declines 
(share such an Opinion, and does not hesitate 
to say that, on the contrary, popular rights and 
personal freedom are steadily and sensibly grow- 
ing. Among numerous facts that go to prove 
this point, the most significant is the attitude of 
public feeling in connection with Cabinet . 
changes. There is a striking contrast in this 
respect between the past and (he present, owing 
chiefly to the gradual disappearance of the feel- 
ing of subserviency that led the people to over- 
estimate the importance of officialdom and to 
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underestimate their own capacities. So much 
weight used to be attached to officialdom, that 
any changes in the Cabinet were widely felt 
outside the Government. Witness the disturb- 
ance produced in business circles when Count 
Inouye left the Government in 1875, and when 
Count Okuma severed his connexion with the 
Cabinet six years later. No such interactions 
are observable any longer. Since the opening of 
Diet, the post of Premier has been held in suc- 
cession by Count Kuroda, Marquis Yamagata, 
Count Matsukata, and Marquis Ito; but the 
people have learned to regard these changes with 
perfect complaisance, perhaps even with less 
interest than they experience as to the result of 
matches between their favourite wrestlers. Men 
immersed in politics may construe this as in- 
dicating popular indifference to matters of State. 
But such a view would be incorrect. The real 
reasons, according to the F#7#, are the develop- 
ment of the people’s resources, and the con- 
seqnent adjustment of the mechanism of 
self-government on a basis too firm to be 
shaken by the fortunes.of two or three states- 
men. In short, the relative importance of the 
Governmentand the people has been revers- 
ed, so that whereas formerly officials were the 
masters of Japan, they have now been re- 
duced to the position of accessories. Publicists 
who, in the face of such significant proofs, 
deplore the tardy development of popular rights, 
sgsemble silly folks who, placed in a valley full 
of diamonds, complain of the scarcity of jewels. 


The Vomiurst has conceived a very romantic 
scheme, namely, that the leaders of the Opposi- 
tion should proceed to Russia on the occasion of 
the Coronation of the Czar, with the object of lay- 
ing before European statesmen views they hold 
about the Oriental policy of Japan. The Progres- 
sionist organ is led to advance this project by 
apprehensions that if the visit of the Premier to 
Ruasia takes place, and if it be of a diplomatic 
nature, the Powers may be misled as to the 
ideas that the Opposition holds on the Eastern 
question. The chief points concerning which the 
Opposition’s Delegates should inform Euro- 
pean statesmen are: increased armaments are 
for defensive, not offensive, purposes; and se- 
condly, that the Japanese are not such a spirit- 
less people as to have submitted, without any 
sense of indignation, to the dictation of the 
three Powers in the matter of the Liaotung 
Peninsula. The Fomiuri ucges that a motion 
fer providing travelling expenses be intro- 
duced by the Progressionists when the House 
re-aasombies on the 25th instant. 


Rector, the Rev. E. C. Irwine, M.A., officiating. 
The bride was given away by her mother. When 
the registers had been signed, the happy pair 
left the church amid the strains of Mendel- 
sohn's ‘‘ Wedding March,” Mr. Griffin being at 
the organ. The wedding party then proceeded 
to the residence of Capt. and Mrs. Young, 
where the wedding presents were on view: 
these were numerous and rich. After the health 
of the bride and bridegroom had been toasted 
the newly wedded couple drove to the station, 
where their friends saw them off to Tokyo, en 
route to Atami, where the honeymoon will 
be spent. 


three divisions of 10,000 men. The quantity of the | urkish 
army is, therefore, by nu means to be regarded as insigai- 
ficant. In quality they are excellent on account of theit 
moral force. ‘lhey are imbued with the spirit of fatalism. 
The Turkish army is exclusively composed of Moham- 
medans. Let the Mohammedan woild become coavinced 
that it is passing through a critical moment of its history, 
and the Furkish army will quickly show that it understanda 
the gravity of the situation. keven in past days, when 
European armies were composed of professional soldiars 
only, the Turkish troops wece among the best. ‘I'o-day, 
when the armaments of Eurpe consist of semi-militia, every 
turkish soldier may be cuunted a hero- His fatalism, his 
sobriety, and his endurance make fim a powerful tool ia 
the hands of any commander possessed of average ability. 
Hence the present feeling in Mohammedan circles makes 
the Turkish army dangerous, and Russia should be excep- 
tionally careful. Russia must prepare for coming events, 
and happily a beginning has been made by the concentrae 
tion of 60,000 men in the military district of Erseroum, 


—_—_— + ee - 





HONGKONG FIRB INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED. 


Tue following is the Report for presentation 
to the shareholders at the twenty-seventh 
ordinary general meeting, to be held at the 
offices of the general managers (Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co.), on Thursday, the 
27th inst.:—The general managers and con- 
sulting committee have pleasure in laying before 
the shareholders the twenty-seventh annual 
report of the company. 1894 account—The 
result of the year’s working shows a profit’ of 
$92,503.93, which sum, with the approval of the 
consulting committee, it is now proposed to 
deal with as follows:—Bonus to contributing 
shareholders, $20,103.93; dividend of $9.05 
per share, $72,500.00—$92,503.93. 1895 ac- 
count—This account shows a balance at credit 
of $260,712.64. Mortgages—The general 
managers and consulting committee are satis- 
fied that the securities held by the company 
form an ample guarantee for the advances 
made. Consulting Committee—Messrs. J. S. 
Moses and C. J. Holliday having left the Colony, 
Messrs. M. D. Ezekiel and A. Ross have been 
nominated to the vacant seats, and their ap- 
pointment requires to be confirmed. The pre- 
sent members, Messrs. Chater, Bird, Lewis, 
Ezekiel, and Ross retire, but offer themselves 
for re-election. Auditors.—The accounts have 
been audited by Messrs.Fullarton Henderson and 
A. Coxon, whose re-election is recommended. 





DBATH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE R.A. 

A LONDON telegram of the 25th Jan., brings in- 
telligence of the death of Lord Leighton, better 
known as Sir Frederick Leighton, President of 
the Royal Academy. Lord Leighton suffered 
from a chill that morning, and this was followed 
by a serious affection of the heart. His con- 
dition soon became critical, and during the 
afternoon he sank rapidly and then came the 
end. He died in great agony. The deathbed 
scene was extremely tonching. At intervals, 
strong doses of chloroforin were given the dying 
man to soothe the pain. As the end came he 
lifted his right hand, and with difficulty ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ My love to the Academy.” A few 
minutes later he expired. Lord Leighton, for 
a long time last, had been suffering from an 
affection of the heart. The Monday previous 
to his death he caught cold. In spite of frequent 
paroxsyms of pain, it is said he retained his 
senses fully until almost the last moment. 


‘‘THR BQUITABLE.” 

In another column will be found an advertise- 
ment of the Equitable Life Assurance Society 
of the United States, giving the outlines of the 
Society’s business during 1895. In the course 
of last year the Society wrote new policies for a 
total sum of over £ 27,500,000, the whole amount 
for which the Society has now policies outstand- 
ing being less than five per cent, under two hun- 
dred millions sterling. Against this, the assets, 
which amounted to £38,500,000 in 1894, have 
risen to something under £ 42,000,000, a gain in 
one year of over £ 3,300,000 ; these assets show- 
ing asurplus over the liabilities on the Society's 
engagements of no less a sum than £ 8,463,000, 
a gain of £675,000 over the surplus shown the 
year before. Figures dealing with such huge 
sums as these give some idea of the wonderful 
strides that the Equitable is making in Assurance 
business, and the soundness of its methods 
seems to be satisfactorily demonstrated by the 
liquid condition of its surplus. For, asa well 
known writer recently put it, “ Surplus is the 
true test of financial strength of a life company. 
If business is done on the basis of merely rushing 
in lives for the sake of getting held of the pre- 
iniums, though the insured commit suicide next 
day, it will readily be understood that the result 
of such an erratic line of business cannot be 
very gratifying to the surviving policy-holders, 
and that surplus is based upon the nicest dis- 
crimination in selecting lives that will pay not 
one but many years’ premiums for their own 
benefit, as well as that of the tontine family.” 
The practical importance of life insurance to 
every man is our justification for bringing this 
interesting series of figures to the notice of 
our readers. 


SHIPPING DISASTERS. 


A TELEGRAM has been received that the Afasa- 
toyo Maru, which was owned by an Osaka 
merchant, has run on an unseen rock at the 
entrance to Tamsui. She quickly filled with 
water. The steamer was insured with the Tei- 
koku Maritime Insurance Company for 60,000 
yen.— The Lord Brassey, a fine four-masted ship 
of modern.construction, has been given up as 
lost. There were 43 persons on board who are 
supposed to have been drowned. She left Hong- 
kong four or five months ago, bound for Port 
Blakeley to load lumber for Sydney. She is 
thought to have foundered in a typhoon.—The 
Iron Duke, a Liverpool barque, carrying a crew 
of four officers, five apprentices, and twenly-one 
men, has been posted at Lloyds as lost, while on 
a voyage fram Blyth to Iquique.—The Lady 
Lawrence, an old time iron ship built at Liver- 
pool, is also posted as lost. She was on a 
voyage from Newcastle in Australia for Val- 
paraiso. She was manned by four officers and 
twenty-seven men and boys.—Kobe Chronicle. 





EDITORIAL NOTES. 





WEDDING aT CHRIST CHURCH. 
Deserrz the snow-storm, quite a number of 
friends gathered at Christ Church, Yokohama, 
on Thursday, to witness the celebration of the 
nuptials of Mr. E. B. Stuart Edwards, son 
of the late Mr. Edward Edwards, of Salop, 
England, and Miss Ettie Young, eldest daugh- 
ter of Captain and Mrs. C. J. H. Young, of 
Yokohama. ‘The bridegroom's prowess on the 
ericket and football fields, and the bride's un- 
ostentatious activity in the field of benevolence 
and good works, have made for them hosts 
friends in this distant corner of the Far East, 
and the best wishes of all accompany them in 
the new path of life upon which they have to- 
gether entered. The bride’s dress was of pure 
white silk with trimmings of chiffon, and she 
wore a tulle veil surmounted with the symbolic 
marriage flowers. She entered the church 
leaning on the arm of Mr. W. D.S. Edwards of 
Kobe. In close attendance were her two brides- 
maids Miss A. Moss and Miss Staart Edwards, 
attired in costumes of primrose crépon and silk, 
with black lace hats. Both carried bouquets of 
white and yellow flowers tied with ribbon of the 
same colours; each wore gold chrysanthemum 
brooches, the gift of the bridegroom. The 
bridegroom, who was attended by his best man, 
Mr. Hatton, of Kobe, awaited the arrival of 
the bride at the altar rails, and upon her ap- 
pearauce tho service was proceeded with, the 





TURKEY'S ARMY. 


T is too often the habit to regard Turkey as 
a-quantilty not worth consideration from a 
military point of view. The Movoséi, translated 
in the Liéserary Digis?, dispels this fallacy. Re- 
ferring to the news that the reserves have been 
called out in most of the Turkish military dis- 
tricts, that journal says :— 


» These facts are very disquieting, especially as they 
ain importance when we remember that the Mohammedan 
opulation of the whole world is in a state of fermentation. 
There is much real danger in this. As soon as the mobili- 
ation of the Turkish army is finished, the peace of Europe 
an not be guaranteed a single day. It is less difficult to 
ut the Turkish army into trim than most people suppose, 
nd these operations are made easy further by the fact 
hat the German military missien in Turkey has been con- 
tinualy busy in reorganizing the Yurkish forces after the 
Prussian pattern. Thus the German officers have made 
it a point that the territorial system should be introduced, 
and have created strong skeleton battalions, which gather 
up the reserve men during mobilization. Theoretically the 
mobilization of she Turkish army has been greatly sim- 
nlified. Practical difficulties exist, but these are chiefly 
financi.I. 


‘Tuskey has now 18 army corps of 30,000 men each, of 


THE ‘‘STANDARD” ON THE VENBZUELAN 
QURSTION. 
Tue following utterance of the Standard of 
January 13th deserves to be widely cir- 
culated :— 


Urged by friendly public opinion in the United States 
to place before the world as soon as may be the British 
case as regards the case with Venezuela, the Cabinet on 
Satu: day decided tu respond to this amicable invitation by 
publishing the material documents in its possession bearing 
thereon. Of far more inteiest to the English people than 
the problems to be faced in South Africa or the relations of 
this country with any other power are its relations with the 
United States. and we gladly take the opportunity of hear- 
ing testimony to the magnanimous attitude of the Ameri- 
cans toward us at a moment when a community less 
generous thought apparently that a favourable oppore 
tunity had arisen for adop'ing toward u» a tone cf insult, if 
pet of menace 


lustead of taking advantage of the augmentation of 
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our anxieties and the temporary multiplication of our 
events, the American people, with a spirit that does them 
honour and which is appreciated by us, have not only 
abstained from endeavouring to add to our perplexities, but 
where they did not-actually offer us theic sympathy, they 
have maintained an honourable, courteous reserve. This 
is conduct worthy of them, and it has not unnaturally 
inspired the English Government with a desire to meet our 
kinsfolk across the Atlantic in a friendly spirit. : 

Lord Salisbury, as we announced before, has decided 
not to wait for the meeting of Parliament, but will publish 
as soon as they can be got ready all documents in his 
possession bearing upon the disputed boundary between 
British Guiana and Venezuela. 

As we have said. the attitude of the people of the 
United States during the past week has materially influen- 
ced the Prime Minister's decision, just as it has quickened 
the feeling of friendship entertained by Englishmen for 
those who speak theic tongue and share their literature on 
the other side of the ocean. The maintenance of friendly 
relations with the United States must always be a con- 
sideration of the first importance for Great Britain. We 
say this to the American people, with the absolu'e candour 
of deep-seated cordiality. 


A BISHOP FOR KOBE. 

Derinite information was received in Kobe on 
Wednesday, remarks the Héogo News,wf the ap- 
pointment of the Suffragan Bishop of Southamp- 
ton, the Very Rev. W. Awdrey, as Bishop in 
Japan, to take charge of the work of the C.M.S. 
and S.P.G. in Kobe and Osaka and the districts. 
It is expected that the appointee will arrive here 
about Easter; he will at once take up his re- 
sidence in Kobe. Bishop Awdrey was formerly 
Canon of Chichester, and was exceedingly po- 
pular where best known. He is marrived ; his 
and his wife’s arrival will be awaited with the 
sense of a decided acquisition to the local 
community. 


THE LAST OF A NOTED FAMILY. 


GeneraL Ricuarp Lawrence, the last of the 
five Lawrence brothers who distinguished them. 
selves in India, has died at Biarritz, says a 
London telegram of Jan., 24th. General Law- 
rence was one of 12 children, whose father was 
Colonel Alexander Lawrence. These children 
were born in Ireland, the family being Irish Pro- 
lestants. Lord Lawrence, the famous Viceroy 
and Governor-General of India, Sir George St. 
Patrick Lawrence, and Sir Henry Lawrence, all 
greatly distingaished in India, were his brothers. 





THE PROPOSED NEW CHURCH FOR KOBE. 
On Tuesday evening a number of members of 
the Episcopalian community met at the Muni- 
cipal Hall, Kobe, to discuss the progress of the 
new Church scheme. The Chairman announced 
that the subscriptions to the fund now amount 
to $10,575. Asite has been secared on the Hill 
opposite Mr, De Ath’s residence, on a lease of 
25 years, with the option of renewing it for 
another 25 years. A resolution was passed 
authorising the present Church Committee to 
form a sub-committee to proceed with the 
scheme. Mr. Swann has been requested to for- 
ward some plans from England, for considera- 
tion by the Committee. 


THE C.P.R. AND INDIA. 
Tue Zimes of Ceylon says:—The Canadian 
Pacific Railroad Company is about to open an 
agency in Calcutta, a significant indication of 
the development of traffic from India by that 
route. A few years ago the number of pas- 
sengers across the Pacific might be numbered 
on one’s fingers, but now it is nothing extraor- 
dinary to have over a hundred on board. The 
goods traffic is also increasing, shipments of 
Indian tea in particular having, since the Chi- 
cago Exhibition, begun to assume respectable 
dimensions. 


THB FORMOSA CABLE. 
AT present, says our Nagasaki contemporary, 
the Formosa cable is being wound off into the 
tanks at Nishi-domari by the winches on board 
the steamer Ayr and a large number of coolies. 
A winch is now being got into position ashore, 
and it is expected that the whole of the cable 
will be got into the first two of the tanks inside 
of three weeks. The balance of the cable is to 
come out in the Okinawa Maru. 








THE KOKUMIN KIGAK-KAI SCHOOL. 
Tue eighth anniversary of the foundation 
of the Kokumin Eigak-kaé’ School, Tokyo, 
was held at the Kinkikan, Kanda, on the 
16th instant, over seven hundied guests being 


present. The proceedings commenced with 
the reading of the Emperial Edict on Edu- 
cation. Congratulatory addresses were read, 
and ringing ‘‘ Banzais” given for the Emperor, 
the Army and Navy, and the Kokumin Kigak- 
kat School. While Matsubayashi Hakuyen the 
story-teller was relating ‘‘ The attack on Phyong- 
yang,” the second storey, measuring 3 or 4 ken 
(one ken=6 ft. sq.) in the north-western corner 
of the Hall, collapsed, and about forty students 
fellwithit. Only a few were injured. 


‘THB CHRONICLE AND DIR&CTORY.”’ 


Tue thirty-fourth annual issue of ‘‘ The Chro- 
nicle and Directory” (Daély Press Office, 
Hongkong), being the edition for 1896, is duly 
tohand. This voluminous work seems more com- 
prehensive than ever and the countries of the 
Far East that are included within its covers are 
as wide and extensive as last year. The local 
directories have been corrected with care, with 
some exceptions, while the latest treaties with 
Japan are printed in extenso. We note that 
the Directory issued for so many years past by 
the Hongkong Telegraph proprietory has ceased 
publication, so ‘‘ The Chronicle and Directory ” 
is now the only volume of its kind issued in 
Hongkong. 


THR JUVENILE TONIC SOL-FA SOCIETY. 
On Saturday last Mr. N. J. Sargent was pre- 
sented with a handsome gold ring by the mem. 
bers of the Juvenile Tonic Sol-fa Choral Society 
of Yokohama, to which he has acted as Hon. 
Secretary ever since its initiation four years and 
a half ago, and now resigns in consequence of 
his approaching departare for America. Sick- 
ness prevented a full attendance of members, 
but the presentation was made by the President, 
Hon. Treasurer, Librarian, and several of the 
senior members. The President expressed the 
general regret of all at Mr. Sargent’s severance 
from the Society, to which he responded ina 
few feeling words. 








KOB& SEBAMAN’S HOME. 

Koxe has decided in public meeting to close 
its Seaman’s Home, and the work carried on 
by it will be transferred to the Seaman's 
Institute, conducted by the Rev. S. Swann. It 
appears from the report of the proceedings that 
the new Institute has already secured the good- 
will and hearty support of the community. 


THR “‘Macy’'e“ ISIS”? APPBAL. 


Counskx acting on behalf of the American ship 
W. H. Macy filed their petition on Friday jn the 
appeal to the Supreme Count at Shanghai 
against the finding of the Yokohama Court in 
the W. H. Macy-Jsis collision case. The Jsés 
was teleased from custody on Friday, a bond 
being given as security, 


THE JAPANBSE MINISTER TO AUSTRIA: 


A TELEGRAM dispatched by Mr. Takahira, the 
newly appointed Japanese Minister to Austria, 
and received by the Foreign Department, says 
that he presented his credentials to the Em- 
peror Francis Joseph, of Austro-Hungary, on 
the 14th inst. 


THB NAVAL ESTIMATES. 
Tar Daily Telegraph understands that the 
total of the English Naval estimates for the year 
will be at least the same as in 1895, namely 
£18,701,000. The estimate voted for ship- 
building will be as large as £5,393,642. 





———— 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
ee 


According to rumours circulating in well in- 
formed circles in Tokyo, the House of Repre- 
sentatives, which had postponed its meetings 
until the 17th, to give the various Committees 
time to prepare their reports, will meet to-day 
for a sharp debate. The Opposition Sections, 
smarting under the signal defeats that they 
sustained at the commencement of the Session, 
have, during the past few days, been concerting 
a plan for reviving the question of foreign 
policy and thereby essaying their last chance 
against the Government. It had indeed been 
their intention from the beginning to re- 
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open that question after the various measures 
of urgent importance had been disposed of. 
By that time, they hoped that some of their 
opponents on the occasion of the ill-considered 
Address to the Throne would be willing to 
join them ina milder form of assault on the Go- 
vernment. Several of these measures have 
been sent up tothe Peers, and during the past 
few days the Opposition politicians have been 
looking about for an opportunity to renew 
their assault. Such an opportunity has at last 
been furnished—at least they think so—by the 
latest coup défdt in Séul. Telegraphic com- 
munication between Fusan and Sdul being 
interrupted, reports have not yet been received 
about the further progress of the disturbance, 
and it is therefore impossible to pronounce any 
intelligent opinion on the question, or to discuss 
the conduct of Japanese Government in connec- 
tion with what has occurred. Hence we fail to 
see how the matter can be manipulated at the 
juncture so as to serve the purpose -of the Op- 
position. But reports say that the question will 
to-day be utilized as a means of reopening the 
whole subject of the Cabinet’s foreign policy and 
that a resolution will be introduced censuring 
that policy. The situation is in the hands of the 
National Unionists. In the manifesto that they 
issued shortly before the opening of the session, 
they declared their dissatisfaction with the 
present Ministry’s Korean policy. As to the 
Liaotung question, however, they virtually rep 
cognized the propriety of the course pursued by 
the Government. But it is on this very question 
that the Opposition proper are most anxious to 
arraign the Ministers of State. Thus a differ- 
ence of views as to the basis of attack may lead 
to another decisive discomfiture of the Opposi- 
tion or possibly, though not probably, the latter 
may agree to employ any kind of weapon cap- 
able of inflicting a serious wound. 


———— 


THE COLONIZATION OF HOKKAIDO. 
| pone tear elena eines 
Some apprehend, says the F:7#, that the an- 
nexation of Formosa and the emigration that 
must necessarily follow will affect the coloniza- 
tion of Hokkaide. Such a fear seems needless, 
seeing that persons emigrating to Hokkaido 
differ widely in character from those going to 
the south, the latter being chiefly men of enter- 
prise and the former common workmen. The 
business of colonization is going on satisfac- 
torily in the north, much encouragement being 
given by the drainage operations that the Hok- 
kaido Administration Board has extensively 
carried out in various parts of the island and by 
the increased facilities thus afforded for reclaim- 
ing land. The following is the census of Hok- 
kaido for the past four years :— 
JaPaNese INHABITANTS. ° 

At the end of 1891 ....ccccssssssesee 444,643 

At the end of 1892 ....cccccccsereses 485379 

At the end of 1893 ..ccccsscssssoeeee 559,959 

At the end of 1894 ...ccccsccecseeeee 618,613 
In other words, during three years, commenc- 
ing from 1892, the population of the island 
increase by more than 40 per cent. Besides 
the inducement offered to emigration by 
the steady improvement of land, another 
and more potent cause is in operation, the 
influence of the emigrants themselves, who, 
finding things prosper with them, are constantly 
urging their relatives and friends to follow their — 
example. Naturally these invitations carry 
weight, coming from men who at first emigrated 
with very scant means, often leaving debts be- 
hind them, but subsequently discharged all their 
liabilities and are even in a position to offer pe- 
cuniary assistance to would-be emigrants from 
Japan proper. Hence the satisfactory develop- 
ment now taking place in the population is easily 
understood. Various direct forms of encourage- 
ment formerly offered by the Hokkaido Board, 
were generally fruitless, but the new system of 
indirect encouragement now pursued promises 
to succeed well. Undoubtedly, the Board's best 
plan isto devote greater attention to bettering 
the condition of the emigrants already settled in 
the island, instead of directly inviting others to 
come over. The former point attained, the 
latter result will follow ap a matter of course._ 
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THE SUSPENSION OF THE DIET & |Purpose, the meaning of the Declaration of War, 
THE TOKFO PRESS. a Declaration that makes no allusion whatever as 
EER to Japan’s single-handed maintenance of Korean 
The ¥4i can not endorse the action taken by | ™c8tity. That Japan has hitherto applied her- 
the Opposition, for, justifiable as such procedure ee to the task of rendering assistance 
might be had Japanese diplomatists really been 2 oe because China refused from the 
proved guilty of blunders in connection with pth 1 operate. Japan has been obliged 
the present disturbance in Sdéul, there can be to grapple with the problem single-handed, and 
no excuse for it when we observe that the com- | ‘° Vaca that Korea must have capacity and 
plication seems to be purely domestic in nature, oe aoear Be ae seat At the same time 
not international, and especially when we re- h : = en’ wh nee Poee ooked that Korea 
member that the exact details are still unknown. as ea Ba 0 ay owers, and Noss empt 
The Opposition’s exertions are entirely mis- peichinleng hi ope Japan's interference to 
placed. They seem not to perceive, though any seiko aaa to act in any arbitrary 
every clear-sighted publicist must perceive, that} ™20Ner *nceed, x is evident that any such 
the question of Japan’s influence in Korea attempt to preserve Korea’s integrity or to main- 
amounts in practice to the question of her in-| ‘*!". Japan’s prestige and interests in that 
fluence in the world, and that the same reasons by pale iret have ended in failure. But 
which she was compelled to give up the Liaotung |! Maa = onoee af asserting her prestige 
Peniosula, stand in the way of her freely extend- re Sao tiey interests in the Peninsula, 
"ing her influence in Korea It is on this account| °" ae po ae be abandoned, and 
that the 717s has repeatedly urged the expansion Vicki eae’ ge auth it, What the Méchi 
of the Navy and that it cannot feel content with b ché calls the policy of the second period is to 
the limited scope of the Government's pro-| 0° undertaken not alone, but with the cdopera- 
gramme. Yet the House, while suffering lion of Russia. It cannot pretend to fathom the 
that programme to pass unmodified, now shows res Ty decd ot ee roest but: as Rassis has 
itself so thoughtless and unreasoning as to cal! Mae: * ate | for the preservation of Korea's 
in question the competency of the Govern- tcclng cele ea and fact, and as abe 
ment’s diplomacy. Nothing could be legs shares Japan's view on the subject, she must 
consistent. Some may reply that any large = mend) tocboperate with Japan in elaborating 
expansion of the Navy would rouse the sus- Korea’s future policy with the view of preserving 
picions of other countries. That is a need- ne panaaiuy pf the Onent If 80, the Ere- 
less apprehension, for the interference of the eee visit to Russia, supposing 
three Powers after the War created a mani- a 4 de a an omane nature, must he re- 
fest necessity for increasing the nation’s arma- we ved decide upon, subject of course to 
ments. In ghort, the ¥ijf strongly advises the modi nara oe to the real nature of the 
House to discontinue such fruitless talk, and preaent Aorean trouble. 
to devise measures, while the .session lagts, 
for widening the scope of the proposed expan- 
Sion, so that the independence and self-preserva- 
tion of the Empire may be completely assured. 
The MWiché Niché’s article on the same sub- 
ject throws considerable light on the policy that 
the Government contemplates pursuing towards 
Korea. Having scathingly .condemned the 
indiscretion and precipitancy that .betrayed 
party politicians into bringing up for discussion 
A grave affair before its details were clearly as- 
.certained, and moreover, bringing it upin a 
Manner calaulated to involve diplomatic com- 
plicatians, our contemporary -recalls,the fact that 
when Japan, in pursuit of her first programme, 
tendered advice to the Korean Government 
as to the necessity of administrative reform, 
that Government, whether it was in the hands 
of the Prince-Parent, or the Kip.Cabiuet, or the 
ex-Queen, or Pak Yong-kyo, listened earnestly 
to the representatives of the Japanese Ministers 
and endeavoured to act up to the counsels given 
by jthem. This, however, lasted for a shart 
while only in each case. Being without any 
deep conviction, fixed determination, or large 
means, the leading statesmen of the peninsula 
were such slaves to faction spirit.and to the de- 
sire of avenging private wrangs,,that ane step of 
‘progress was sure to be followed by two of 
retragression. The result was that, not only] 
was no refarm accomplished, but even th 
authority of the Central Government could not 
he made felt in the digtricis surrounding the 
capital. Thereafter,one sanguinary émeuée after 
anojher ocqurred in such quick sucession 
in the Court, that the King, with no one to 
trust to or rely apon, has been obliged to fly 
secretly to a foreign lagation and is reduced to 
such a miserable candition as .to be compelled 
to appeal for the protection of the Representa- 
tives of the Treaty Powers. When matters are 
brought to such a strait, whose independence is 
to be upheld, even if there be any desire to 
uphold it? How is it possible to maintain the 
independence of folks that have no capacity or 
jbl ae to help themselves? The Wichr 
iché is inclined to believe that the policy of 
the first period is no longer serviceable in Korea 
and that the time for the policy of the second 
period has arrived. 


None the less, persons unable to comprehend 
the whole situation, are pleased to aver that 
Japan’s policy as to the upholding of Korea's 
integrity must not be discontivued, are auda- 
gious enough to pervert, sp as to suit their own 











































































THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
——__+- 


We are asked to state that, although the 
malady from which His Excellency Count 
Mutgy recently suffered so much, has gradually 
improved, and is now so much better that His 
Excellency is able to resume his residence in 
Tokyo and the duties of his office, yet the in- 
clement weather usually prevailing in the capital’ 
during February and March necessitates special 
precautions. Dr. Baelz, who has been attend- 
ing the Count, has therefore prescribed that His 
Excellency should remain indoors as much ag 
possible; should avoid all social gatherings, 
dinner-parties, and so forth ; should not attempt 
to make speeches in Parliament or elsewhere, 
and should never see any guests or persons with 
whom consecutive conversation is necessary, a 
period of rest being essential at the end of every 
second hour at least. In complying with this 
programme, Count Mutsu may doubtless count 
on the. cOoperation of his fareign friends. 








THE KOREAN AFFAIR. 
= -—---<+— w+ o-- “ 


It would obviously be unwise to comment at 
length upon the Korean trouble without fuller 
details than we now possess. If the telegrams 
received hitherto in Tokyo be trustworthy, there 
can be no doubt that very grave complications 
are in sight. Without attempting to discuss 
that phase of the affair, we confine ourselve here 
to noting the general significance of the émeufe. 
It means that the conservative, anti-progressive, 
and philo-Russian party have recovered the ad- 
ministrative power by free recaurse to the worst 
methods of Korean intrigue. The new Mini- 
ster President, Kin Pyong-si, was at the head of 
ffairs in pre-reform days, and is regarded as 
he leader of the -anti-Japanese section. As to 
1e supposition that the Queen’s partizans, the 
fin family, are the instigators of the trouble, 
we can not do more than hazard a conjecture. 
utit is noteworthy that not a single member 
f that family holds a portfolio in the new Mini- 
try. From a mora! standpoint the tgytalily of 
e methods.employed renders it improbable 
atany Occidental Power was privy to the coup, 
erhaps, however, morality must be put ont of 
ourt for the moment. 
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|setting the example. 


SUSPENSIONS OF THE DIET. 
—___—_—____ 

These have already been a considerable num- 
ber of suspensions of the Diet during the com- 
paratively brief term of its existence. The 
Fist Shimpo gives a list of them. The first 
occurred in 1892, when the House of Repre- 
sentatives, having been dissolved during its re- 
gular session of 1891-3, re-assembled in the 
Spring after a general election. Much excite- 
ment had been produced among the Liberals 
by events that they construed on Govern- 
mental interference in the elections, and they 
introduced an Address to the Throne, im- 
peaching the Cabinet. The proposal, owing 
to its extreme character, was rejected, ‘the 
majorily, however, being very slender, Almost 
immediately afterwards the malcontents had 
recourse to the milder measure of a resolution, 
and succeeded in getting it adopted by a large 
majority. Thereupon a decree was issued 
ordering ‘suspension for 7 days, the Govern- 
ment’s purpose-evidently being to give the House 
time to recover from its excitement. The fol- 
lowing year (1893) brought a repetition of the 
A violent collision having occurred 
between the Cabinet and the House with respect 
to the Budget, the House insisting that the 
* fixed expenditures ” should be retrenched, and 
thé Government adhering to its Constitutional 
right of rejecting all parliament interference 
with that segtion pf the estimates, the Liberal 
leader, Mr. Keno Hironaka, introduced an 
Address to the Throne, again impeaching the 
Ministry. Just as he was about tp speak as 
mover of the Address, sentence of suspengion 
for 15 days (from January 23rd) was transmit- 
ted to the President, and when the House met 
again, the siluation was effectually saved by the 


jcelebrated Edict, ordering that all officials 
|should subscribe one-tenth of their salaries ,to 


the ship-building fund, the Emperor himself 
The next session was 
again similarly distinguished. During ,the 
months immediately preceding the meeting of 
the Diet, a wave of popular excitement had 
been set rolling by the press and the platform 
on the question of Strict Treaty Enforcement. 
A resolution calculated to injure the character 
of the country’s foreign relations was in- 
troduced by Mr. Abe Iwane, and while 
he was in the act of speaking (19th of Decem- 
ber), the House was suspended for 10 days. 
Re-assembling on the 29th of the same month, 
the House was again invited to.pass Mr. Abe’s 
resolution, and once again suspension followed, 
this time for 14 days. Finally, as it had now 
become evident that however frequently suspen- 
sion might be resorted to, the Opposition were 
determined to adhere to their viciaus project, 
sentence of dissolution was pronounced on Dec- 
ember 30th. The two following years found 
the Diet in a much more placable mood, owing 
chiefly to the war, but now again, far the fifth 
time in nine sessions suspension has been found 
necessary. 








YHE AMALGAMATION OF THE OP- 
POSITIONS SECTIONS. 





—>—__-—_— 

According to the Poméiurs Shimbun, the pro- 
spects pf a successful fusion of the various 
sections,of the Opposition are very bright. Not 
a single digsentient voice, says the Katshin-fo 
organ, has been raised io Kwanto, Tohoku, 
Kinai, Chiugoku, Nankai, and Kiushiu, a string 
of names that ,stretches pretty nearly to every 
part.of Japan. But there is another string of 
names equally suggestive. We read that, 
after the suspension of the Diet on the 35th 
instant, the Kakushin-fo, the Ketsdin-fo, the 
LZaisei Katushin-Xwai, the Vetsusa-kwai, the 
Ote Club, the Chiugoké Shimpo-to, and the 
Mushosoku, sent delegates to the Atagokan 
office, and decided that the laws of organization 
of the new union should go into aperation from 
the 1st of March, Our readers will ask, and 
well they may, what are all these jaw-dislocating 
apnellatians. Well. they are the designations 
of coteries of politicians who, thaygh willing to 
join forces in the Diet for she desunctive 
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purpose of pulling down the Cabinet, can 
not coalesce for the constructive purpose 
of building up another Cabinet in its stead. 
The law of Japan forbids that any two parties, 
while retaining their independent organizations 
and separate registration, shall combine for a 
political object. The aim of the law is to prevent, 
if possible, the most mischievous contingency 
of temporary coalitioh for destractive ends on the 
part of politicians who have not sufficient un- 
animity of principles to combine permanently 
for constructive usefulness. Theoretically, itis a 
good law; practically it is abortive. But the 
necessity that its enactors apprehended is well 
illustrated by the string of names quoted above. 
Hitherto these seven sections of the Opposi- 
tion have never discovered any political prin- 
ciples earnest enough and strong enough to fuse 
the barriers of personality that separate them. 
They have never trusted each other sufficiently 
to break up their separate organizations, and 
then pave the way for genuine union. Perhaps 
they have at length acquired the needful degree 
of mutual confidence and found a platform not 
so wide as to offer a footing to the whole nation. 
We hope so, for nothing interferes with the 
stability of Japanese politics more than the want 
of a united, homogeneous Opposition, capable of 
filling the posts from which they are so anxious 
to drive others. 








THE TOKYO PAPERS ON THE NEW 


KOREAN AFFAIR. 
——_—_—__@——__—_——- 

The $i writes on the new Korean dis- 
turbance with its usual sobriety, It avers that 
the trouble must have originated with the King, 
and that, though credited in many quarters, 
Russia’s complicity is extremely improbable. 
The King deeply deplored the death of the 
Queen and a desire for revenge was ever pre- 
sent in his mind. It is said that when Prince 
Wi-hwa_ started on his tour abroad, His 
Majesty spoke much about the unfortunate 
Queen, the gist of his talk being that vengeance 
must be wreaked upon her murderers, and 
that as Korea was to rely on the support 
of a certain Power, the Prince, after he had 
made his tour of visits to foreign lands, could 
stay in that country. His Majesty did not 
explicity allege that the Cabinet Ministers 
of that time were the murderers of the 
Queen, but it was palpable that he secretly 
entertained bitter animosity against them. More 
than once he told the Ministers that he could 
not possibly forget the consort with whom he 
had lived for over 30 years, and observed that 
they themselves would find it hard to erase from 
memory friends with whom they had studied 
for even the short period of two or three years. 
Thus the spirit of revenge lived constantly in 
the King’s mind. The abortive attempt of Nov. 
28th was really traceable to His Majesty, and the 
present affair is simply a successful renewal of 
the original plot formed by a faction intent on 
carrying into effect the King’s longing. That the 
faction consummated its scheme by placing se- 
cret reliance on Russia, and by taking advaiftage 
of the landing of a body of Russian marines, is 
curiously analogous with the case of Kiu Hoing- 
chin and his followers, in the coup d’é/d¢ of 
October, when they attained their purpose by 
the secret support of the Japanese Legation. 
Consequently though the new coup d'éid¢ is a 
grave affair for the Korean Government, 
amounting practically to the successful Queen’s 
murder being avenged by a certain faction 
with the King at its head and Russia behind 
it, the good relations between Japan and Russia 
need not be affected in the least. No appre- 
hension should be entertained on that score. 

The Nicht Nichi is highly reserved in ex- 
pressing ils views. It confines itself simply to 
a short statement that though the abortive plot 
of November 28th by the same faction seems 
now to have been consummated by Russian 
assistance, still, in the absence of trustworthy 
details, no definite observations can be hazarded. 
Should the Russian Government be discovered 
to have really taken part in the coup d’ é/dt a 
grave diplomatic complication must ensue, 

The Zokyo Shimbun is similarly reserved in 


tone. It warns the public against any hasty 
attempt to charge the Cabinet with responsi- 
bility in connection with the new incident, and 
against endeavouring, at such a State crisis, to 
satisfy mere political ambitions. The whole 
situation must be viewed calmly and magnani- 
mously. 

The KXokumin and Chuo are far more pro- 
nounced in their views. They write as if the 
complication were attributable chiefly to the in- 
stigation of Russia. 

The incident is indeed one of paramount im- 
portance, says the Kokumin, not only to the 
maintenance of Korea's integrity, but also from 
the point of view of Japan’s rights and reputa- 
tion. The issue of the trouble will decide 
whether what Japan has done for Korea since 
the War is to end in nothing: whether the 
prestige and power enjoyed by Japan since then 
in the Peninsula and in the Far East are to 
vanish like the airy fabric of adream? The 
Kokumin is confident that the affair was a con- 
ltinuation of that of Nov, 28th; thatitis a grave 
diplomatic complication brought about by cer- 
tain foreigners through theic tools, the Min 
faction, and thatit isa tragedy acted by two 
sets of men, one intent upon destroying the in- 
fluence and honour of Japan, the other equally 
eager to avenge the death of the Queen. That 
was a great stroke of policy on the part of the 
Russian Legation, to successfully persuade the 
King and his heir to come thither; the Sovereign 
and Prince that used always to take refuge in 
the Japanese Legation on the outbreak of such 
disturbances. The King and the Crown Prince 
being in the Russian Legation, it is now con- 
verted into their palace, and with Mr. Weber, 
ex-Russian Representative in Séul, as the most 
influential adviser of the King, and with a body 
of Russian marines guarding the Legation, noth- 
ing can check the proceedings of Russia in the 
Peninsula. 

The Xokumin attaches no importance to the 
conference of the Representatives of the Treaty 
Powers said to have been held at the Russian 
Legation subsequently to the coup défdt, for it 
finds among the Representatives no one whose 
ability and diplomatic tact can bear comparison 
with those of the Russian Minister. The utmost 
that can be expected from such a conference 
would be the elaboration of some plan to tem- 
porarily avest the exercise of Russia’s sovereignty 
over the Peninsula. Japan must therefore adopt 
measures consonant with the spirit and purpose 
entertained by her towards Korea; must, in short, 
be the attitude of Russia or other Powers what 
it may, maintain the integrity of the Peninsula. 
That is the only way to vindicate the reputa- 
lion and re-assert the rights impaired by the 
catastrophe. 





THE PREMIER'S VISIT TO RUSSIA. 
lets eisai 


A note in the Michi Nich: on the above sub- 
ject tallies generally with the views expressed 
a few days ago in these columns. It says that 
as the Premier’s primary motive in visiting Rus- 
sia would be of a diplomatic character, should 
the Cabinet during his absence pursue a fo- 
reign policy at variance with his views, his mis- 
sion couid not be productive of any good. 
Hence, to find a successor is a difficult mat- 
ter, and failure to find one must involve 
abandonment of the original intention. Only 
in the event of the Cabinet’s deciding that 
his going to Russia is of grave diplomatic im- 
portance, will he attend the Coronation cere- 
mony in his present capacity, his post, in the 
meanwhile, being temporarily assumed by one 
of his colleagues. It is, therefore, a hasty con- 
clusion that his departure would be attended by 
Cabinet changes. Certainly should his going 
be decided upon, either a Cabinet Minister will 
undertake to represent him during his absence, 
oranew Premier pledged to maintain the foreign 
policy of the present Ministry will be appointed. 
However, the question is still unsettled. All 
that the Michi Nichi can say with assurance is 
that, according to trustworthy information, the 
motive of the contemplated trip to Russia is 
diplomatic, not personal. 


Google 


COMMERCIAL AND INDUS1 RIAL. 


—_—______—_—- 
Mr. Kanemateu, a well known Kobe mem f 
chant engaged in commercial transactions be- 
tween Japan and Australia, has combined with 
several others to present a petition to the two 
Houses of the Diet as well as to the Government, 
the object being to have wool exempted from the 
payment of import duty. ihe subscribers of 
the petition represent that the fancy woollen 
goods abundantly sent from Europe to the 
East, being made of wool originally produced 
in Australia, and carried thence to Europe, 
are necessarily costly, and that, should th 
import of wool direct from the place of pro 
duction be facilitated by exempting it fro 
custom duties, not only could the fancy-good 
in question be cheaply supplied at home, but 
Japan might also even hope to supplant Euro- 
pean woollen manufactures with her own in the 
markets of neighbouring countries. They just- 
ly contend that, in view of the gradual develop- 
ment of the woollen-fabrics industry in Japan, the 
import duty of 5 per cent. now levied upon wool 
coming to this country, has as much right to be 
abolished as has the import duty on raw cotton. 
¢ 


* J 

Two Muslin-manufacturing Companies have 
been newly started in Tokyo and Osaka re- 
spectively, each with a capital of above one 
million yes. The Osaka Company's initiatory 
arrangements having been completed, Mr. 
Inaba Katsusaburo, an employé, started for 
France on the roth instant to purchase the 
necessary machinery. The Tokyo Company is 
still in the organization stage. On the day of 
the Osaka expert’s departure for Europe, 
Messrs. Nakakamigawa Hikojiro, Masuda Ta- 
kashi, and six other well-known capitalists of 
Tokyo were elected managers of the Tokyo 
Company. 


ee 

Paper-mills are believed to have realized 
a large profit last year, for, owing to small 
stocks and other causes, the market rose 
above 30 percent. The Oji Paper Mill is the 
largest enterprise of the kind in Japan. The 
directors have decided, in view of the growing 
demand for paper both at home and abroad, 
to increase the Company’s capital from 500,000 
yen to 1,100,000 yes. Meanwhile, the pros- 
perity enjoyed by the business has attracted pub- 
lic attention, and several wealthy capitalists of 
Osaka and Tokyo are contemplating the erec- 
tion of mills in the former place with a capital 
of 1,200,000 yen. 


@ 
i e 

The Spinning factory started in Shanghai by 
noted capitalists of Osaka, as Mr. Matsumoto 
Jyutaro, President of the Sanyo Railway Com- 
pany, Mr. Noda Kichibei, and so forth, seems 
to be in rapid process of organization. The Com. 
mittee has bought, in the north-western part of 
the settlement, two lots of land, aggregating 
32,000 ¢subo (25 acres). On the smaller lot 
workshops for 75,000 spindles aud 1,000 
stands of looms are to beerected, and the other 
lot is to be used for putting up buildings to 
accommodate the hands. For the purpose of 
training mechanics, 20 Chinamen will be first 
brought over and distributed throughout the 
spinning factories in Osaka. It is expected 
that the plant sent for to England will arrive in 
Shanghai about the middle of September. 

® 


“ * 
The Osaka Steamship Company has decided 
to argument its capital by 3 million yen, so as 


to purchase three new steamers for the service 
to_Focmesa. ~An officer a the Company has 


already sailed for England to procure ships. 
An application to start a new steamship com- 
pany in the same place is now on the desk of 
the Department of Communications, having 
secured the endorsement of the Noshomusho. . 
The company’s business is to be chiefly con- : 
fined to the coasting trade, from Osaka ; 
as far as Nagasaki and Koshima in Hyuga, , 
vid the Inland Sea. Eleven ships have already | 
been contracted for. 
e 2 a , f 
But by far the most remarkable activity is 
shown in the field of railway enterprise. In 


Feb. 22, 1896.) THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 












































January alone, applications for charters were 
made on account of newly projected railway 
companies, and for extending the lines of 
already existing companies, that involved capita 
aggregating 66 millon yes. About one half of 
that amount is to be expended on new projects, 
as follow :— 


KOREA. 
—__———_e—-—_——__<__ 





Railways. Starting from Termin&ting at Capital. Mileage. the ostensiBté object of guarding the Legation. 
Tokyo I, Mtchojima . Utsonomiys apeerece ase, | Phe plan adopted was to effect frequent ex- 
a {Tokyo ee a ‘ changes of the guards, always taking care 
UDU ceo cccoesee ansei « lakasaki...... 2,600,000 z. i 
i] 
as (rekyo). that out of each batch as relieved, two or 
Sakura sss. Sakurt 1... Narita «0 azo00 7. | three men should remain in Sdul. For example, 
Bunan 2.” Hachioji icc, Hodogayan, ggebeo as, |® detachment originally consisting of 15 men, 
Yokohams «..... Hachiojinu Yokonama...  7gooe0 36. | would become thirteen only when relieved. 
yoOd 8 Omiyas c. Rumagage. | \bsecee 38. | Persons placing credit in this report, are inclin- 
HEMMA cecceoeee Ofuru .........006 Omiya..... ... 3%,§00,C0o 50. 
Tob nce Henle (oy) ApMinas “. Ritts To. | tscd Russian marines from Ninsen ate 
eeGene . T} () 3. = 
Kwanten, Odaweg on AGS tM" wt Sitectoce gg, | Fived in Sdul on the eve of the coup d'état. 
Sobu Chuo ...... Sendagaya ... Matsuda..... 1,7$0,000 48. They point out that, up to the 8thinstant, there 
Bac}Yow Takasaki... Haito ...... apooreee 7, g| Were only two Russian men-of-war in Ninsen, 
MoeBu a... one Ashikaga .., $,000,000 §7- Hand that such a large body would scarcely have 
Beez ose leezaki Naish Takasaki 300,000 3. been sent from two vessels in one batch. Their 
BoeK al ......scccee okohama ... a sesessoce Ff »co0 ° i i j 
Rie Selliue. Kusesaye cma ecco oe idea is that the force actually in Sdul on the 
Ko-Shun apie Susukawa... Kofu nent 4240000 053, BI Ith instant was largely made up of men gra- 
Rivecht 2 Soniye. War eee ne ale ealacied there es appre described. But 
—  _——Fsuch reasoning see ive, 
TOROS ccicessacisvcieacssnncceiscce secveasasuntees $5,745,000 898.50 8 me eee: 


It was generally understood at first that the ex- 
Home Minister, the ex-Finance Minister, and 
the ex-Minister of War must have escaped arrest 
by taking retuge inthe Japanese Legation. But 
later intelligence shows that they have not 
done so. One obstacle to the escape of any 
of the party of progress is the new fashion 
of hais-dressing. The hair-cutting edict was 
nforced only in the capital and its vicinity, 
hus a Korean that has his hair cut must im- 
mediately attract attention inthecountry districts. 
Moreover, such an one can not easily pass for a 


ala a ommrreper ay termeprcn iyi cea 
se of ide-brimmed hat being an 

nfailing indication of nationality. ~~~" 
The prediction made by the Fy Shimpo as 
o the probable entry of the Min partizans into 
the Cabinet, is now contradicted by the same 
paper, which says that, though the new Premier, 
Kin Pyong-si, was a strong supporter of the Min 
when the administration was held by that family, 
he became subsequently estranged from them 
owing to their arbitrary conduct. It is therefore 
inferred that he will not easily be persuaded to 
share the administrative offices with imembers 
of the Min family. 
The rumour prevailing in Séul for many days 
efore the disturbance has proved true, namely, 
that the local riots taking place here and there 
throughout the provinces were reajly the. work 
of malcontents liying in. the capital, who, by 
reducing the forces at the disposal of the Cabi- 
net, were preparing a way to wreak vengeance 
upon their foes, the leaders of the Progressive 
Party. It is said that an anonymous letter in 
that sense reached the Office of the Séul verna- 
cular paper about two weeks prior to the coup 
d éf4t, and that arotice predicting the assassin- 
ation of the Premier and the Home Minister was 
posted up three or four days before the event. 
But such rumours and predictious being very 
common in Korea, they failed to arouse serious 
suspicion. 

The stock and rice markets have been affect- 
ed to a considerable extent by the new Korean 


Many other companies also are in course of 
Organization, the most noteworthy being that 
whose programme is to construct a trunk line 
along the Sanindo route. A railway bring- 
ing the Sanyodo and Sanindo districts into 
communication at Himeji, and extending thence 
to Sakaye, in Hdki Province, v@ Tottori, forms 
part of the Government programme, the work 
of construction to be started in 1890 and com 
pleted in 1893. But the people of Sanyo an 
Sanin are impatient. They consider the Go- 
vernment project too tardy. Hence a private 
company has been started to build a line be- 
tween Himeji and Sakaye, v4 Tottori, and 
Yonago, a distance of 136 miles, and from 
Yonago to Kizuki, in Izumo Province, o/¢ 
Matsuye, a distance of 40 miles. This Com- 
pany’s capital is 7,900,000 yen. Many noted 
men belonging to Inaba, Hoki or Harima, as, for 
example, Messrs. Hara Rokuro, Kato Masayoshi, 
Vice-President of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
Ishida Kannosuke, M.P., Kadowaki Shigeo, 
M.P., and so forth are the leading projectors. 
Application fora charter will be made about the 
zoth inst. 


ee 


BALL AT THE CHINESE LEGATION. 
SS 


A very enjoyable Ball was given at the Chi- 
nese Legation on the 17th inst. It was attende 
by nearly all the Japanese Ministers of State and 
high officials in Tokyo, by the Foreign Chefs 
de Mission and their staffs—the British Lega- 


tion being of course unrepresented, owing to the 
period of mourning for Prince Henry of Batten- 
burg—by the Russian Admiral and a number of 
Russian officers, and by the greater part of the 
foreign community of the capital as well as a 
few Yokohama residents. The Legation 
salons were most tastefully and artistically de- 
corated, the Chinese Dragon Flag alone being 
employed with an admirable effect of combined 





We take the following from the metropolitan 
papers :—It is said that, subsequently to the 
abortive coup d'é/dé of Nov. 28th, the Russian 
Legation contrived to secretly summon an in- 
creasing force of marines from Ninsen, with 





richness and simplicity. 


The ball-room, being 


of ample dimensions, was never inconveniently 
crowded, and the arrangements throughout 
showed forethought and method. His Excel- 
lency the Minister, Madame Yu, and the Misses 
Yu—the ladies dressed in. foreign, coatume— 
received the guests at the entrance of the first 
salon, outside which, and just within the vesti- 
bule, stood a phalanx of officials whose rich 
i s produced a most brilliant 

effect. Supper was served at a little after 
twelve, and was quickly followed by a coltillion, 
led by Mr. Polianovsky, of the Russian I.ega- 
tion, and Miss Yu. Several novel and pic- 
turesque figures were introduced. One espe- 
cially, in which the favours were lady’s summer 
hats of coloured paper, most delightful as to 
shape and combination of tints, elicited hearty 
dmiration. Dancing continued until a very 


ate hour, and the whole affair was eminently 


successful. 





trouble, the former falling and the latter show- 
ing the opposite tendency. We append a table 
showing the quotations of the principal stocks 
forthe 13th and 14th instant :-— 

Fall. 


rgsth inst. s4th Inst, 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Sanyo Raflway w..sceeee 54.10 52.80 1.30 
Kwansai Railway ......... 63.70 62.10 1.60 
Kyushu Railway ....ceee 6v.00 58.40 1.60 
Kobu Railway ........006. 143.00 135.00 8.00 
Sangu Railway — v..sccees 87.50 84.50 3.00 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha... gt.00 89.00 2.00 
Commercial Bank ...... 43-30 40.50 2.80 
Kaneyaluchi Spinning 
Factory ..ssecsccseeeee 64.00 58.50 5 50 
Tokyo Stock Exchange. §52.§0 522.00 30.50 
Tokyo Railway ............ 92.80 91.90 Qo 


The Rice Market rose 20 sen per koku on the 
morning of the 14th instant, but subsequently 
fell somewhat. 
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KOREAN TROUBLE. 
—e—--—-- 

The Fifi has a note professing to lay bare 
the root of the last Korean trouble. The mur- 
der of the Queen, we read, made a deep im- 
pression on the mind of the King, but being 
himself powerless to wreak his vengeance on 
Her Majesty's assassins, he was obliged to enter 
into a secret league with certain nationals. The 
Ministers of two Treaty Powers warmly espous- 
ed the cause of the King and, as a preliminary 
step, proposed to escort His Majesty and the 
Crown Prince out of the Palace. In pursuance 
of that resolution, two suits of black clothes 
were presented by the two foreign Mini- 
sters to His Majesty and the Crown Prince, 
so that, by wearing them over their white 
garments, they might be spirited away in 
the carriages of the Ministers without arous- 
ing suspicion among the courtiers. These two 
Ministers, whenever they found a pretext to 
visit the Palace, drove their carriages very far 
within the enclosure, and ingeniously altered the 
time of their coming to a later and later hour, 
until they finally began to present themselves 
about dusk. The plot was discovered in a 
simple manner. The King thoughtlessly con- 
fided in the attendant that had charge of the 
black clothes, and this person happening to be 
a gossip.the news finally reached the ears of 
the Cabinet Ministers, who instantly held a 
council, as aresult of which the Minister of the 
Household severely rebuked the attendant from 
whom the secret had originally emanated. 
The King: happened to be in the next room 
while the Minister was censuring the attendant, 
and His Majesty became so violently in- 
censed against the latter that he even showed 
an indication to put him to death. Frightened 
at this, the courtier secretly made his escape 
from the Palace. The Cabinet now deemed it 
prudent to post two sentinels at the main en- 
trance of the Palace, and to examine all per- 
sons entering or leaving. This practice greatly 
provoked a certain foreign Representative: he 
demanded an explanation from the Cabinet ; not 
that he was really inconvenienced by the examin- 
ation, but chiefly because the plot concocted by 
himself and his accomplices had been thwarted. 
What explanation the Cabinet gave, we are not 
informed. Despite the above discovery, the 
King and his allies held to their original plan, 
and essayed its execution on November 28th, 
with Russians_and Americans leading the at- 
tempt. But the issue was a fiasco, as the public 
already know. It is said that the persons en- 
gaged in this abortive attempt had with them 
a document written by the King, asking for 
their assistance. The scheme of vengeance so 
unsuccessful at first has now been consummat- 
ed. It must therefore be said that the King 
is the leader of the present trouble, and that if 
certain nationals have taken part in it, they 
must have done so merely as secret abettors. 


The new Cabinet is -eatirely pro-Mia- ia 
character. ‘The Premier held the post of coun- 
cillor previous to the breaking out of the Japan- 
China war, and is generally regarded as the 
guiding spirit of the faction. The Foreign 
Minister, Li Won-yang, is a brother of the new 
War Minister. Narrowly escaping arrest on the 
occasion of the coup dé/dt of October 8th, hes 
hid himself in the American Legation. He and 
several other that found shelter in the Russian 
Legation undertook the abortive rising of last 
November. (We have it on Colonel Cockerill’s 
authority that no refugees were harboured in the 
Russian Legation.) The Home Minister, Pak 
Chong yang, held the portfolio on one occasion 
during the Premiership of the assassinated 
Kin. He is a man of no distinct political 
principles : hence his present nomination. The 
Minister of Finance is a son of the favourite 
son-in-law of the late King and is noted for his 
ability and scholarly attainments. Cho Pyong- 
chih, the new Minister of Justice, held the port- 
folio of Foreign Affairs when the bean-export 
prohibition brought about a complication be- 
tween Korea and Japan. Though not now in 
Séul, Min Yong-chun and other important mem- 
bers of the Min family, are expected to enter 
the Government soon, the leader of the faction 
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beiug at the head of the Cabinet. Among those 
for whose heads a reward is offered, Kwon 
Yong-chin is now in Japan. It is said that the 
majority of the enemies of the King are still at 
large, and that His Majesty will-not leave the 
Ruasian Legation. 








COUNT OKUMA ON THE KOREAN 


TROUBLE. 
Interviewed by a representative of the Chuo 
Shimbun, the ‘‘Count of Waseda” «made 
a remarkably out-spoken statement about the 
Korean complication. The Premier, he said, 
must have anticipated some such trouble in 
Korea, and, to escape the incidental difficul- 
ties, endeavoured, though unsuccessfully, to 
retire from the field of active politics. On the 
other hand, Russia, desiring to extend her in- 
fluence in the East before Japan's armaments 
can be completed, may boldly declare Korea 
‘to be under her protection. Possibly the King 
of Korea has blindly affixed his seal to docu. 
‘ments compromising the interests of the Penin- 
sula. -On the occasion of the retrocession of 
Liaotung, Japan voluntarily announced to the 
Treaty Powers that, seeing the inefficacy of her 
single-handed efforts to maintain the indepen- 
dence of Korea, she hoped to be aided in the 
task by the c6operation of others. At the same 
time Count Inouye, who represented Japan in 
(Korea, was recalled. Now, had Japan appoint- 
ed as the successor of a statesman so able, a 
‘Minister endowed with no particular ability and 
holding no definite views (‘‘a Minister like a 
eea-cucumber ie the exact expression used here), 
events would then and there have culminat- 
ed in a great humiliation for Japan. But 
Marquis Ito, being a clever man, could 
not suffer the Korean policy of the Empire to 
fall-into a state of inextricable difficulty. Seek- 
ing to temporize and to pursue an opportunist 
course, while publicly declaring that the country’s 
policy had not been modified, he obliged Japan 
‘to suffer disgrace twice or thrice, whereas she 
might have-escaped with one signal humiliation. 
This part of the argument is a little difficult to 
‘follow, nor can we discern plainly whether the 
‘Count intended to be satirical or serious. *‘ What 
is to be done,” he is represented as continuing, 
‘‘when matters have reached such a crises -as 
at present?” Some appropriate plan must be 
conceivable. Count Okuma believes.and hopes 
that Marquis Ito will devote his great:abilities to 
‘this diplomatic problem and, aided by Count 
Mutsu, whom the Waseda Sage counts some- 
what superior to Marquis Ito in diplomatic 
strategy, will confer on the subject with such 
great Powers as England, America, Italy, and 
so forth. After having secured the consent of 
‘these Powers to the maintenance of Korean in- 
tegrity, strong negotiations should be opened 
with Russia. The Marquis is now in a very 
difficult situation. ‘He is, so to speak, 
brought to bay, with his retreat cut off. But 
that fact will tend to evoke a higher exercise of 
’ his energies and fine ability.”’ 


HIS EXCELLENCY COUNT MUTSU. 


————@——- 

Count Mutsu, we are glad to announce, re- 
turned to the capital on the 14th instant. He 
is apparently in a very much improved state of 
health. It had been known for some time past 
that His Excellency was about to return, but the 
latest news from Korea probably induced him 
to come back a few days earlier than originally 
intended. 


We are asked to bring to the notice of our 
readers an advertisement inserted by H.E. 
Count Matsu in the vernacular papers, and 
published on Saturday morning :-- 


I returned to Tokyo to-day, and beg to offer my 
sincere thanks to those that were so kind as to make 
inquiries for me at Oiso during my illness. I should 
at once callto express my gratitude in person, but 
owing to the fatigue of my journey, I must beg to be 
excused for some days longer. I also beg those who 
are so good asto think of calling upon me will, in 
consideration of what I have stated above, defer their 
visits for a short time. 


Google 
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FUNERAL OF MR. ¥. F. PINN. 
———————_@—_____ 


The funeral of the late Mr. J. F. Pinn, which 
taok place late on Friday afternoon, was at- 
tended by a very large concourse of residents: 
Representatives of the Diplomatic and Con- 
sular services were there as well as representa- 
tive men from all classes of the community. 
The Catholic Church was densely crowded 
by the many who came to pay their last 
tribute of respect and affection to the 
departed. A sglemn mass for the dead was 
celebrated by the Rev. Father Pettier, after 
which the sad procession formed for the ceme- 
tery, where lay so many of the sleeping dead. 
The pall bearers were Messrs. P. Beretta, 
E. Whittall, E. Knaff, J. F. Lowder, E. W. 
Tilden, M. Kaufmann, R. Home Cook, C. 
Gibbens, J. Dodds, A.C. Read, R.N. St. John, 
David Jackson, and J. P. Mollison. Behind 
these came Mr. J. H. Brooke, editor and pro- 
prietor of the Japan Herald, and Mr. Montague 
Kirkwoad, in a mourning coach, and then Dr. 
Wheeler and Mr. R. M. Varnum. Preceding 
the hearse were two stands borne by eight men, 


laden with lovely wreaths of fragant flowers sent’ 


by intimate friends. At the Cemetery the service 
concluded just as the sun was setting in glory 
behind the distant hills, and to many of those 
present this came as peculiarly emblematic of the 
last sorrowful rites in which they had engaged. 
The following sent wreaths :—Mr. H. Luther, 
Mr. A. Dumelin, Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Campbell, 
Mr. E. Andries, Mr. B. Martinelli, Mr. F. E. 
White, Mr. E. Bérard, Members Y.C.& A C., 
Mrs. Wheeler, Miss Wheeler, Mr. Max Kauff- 
mann, Members of the Bachelors’ Dance Asso- 
ciation, Mr. and Mrs. Mollison, Mr. Paul 
Vautier, Mr. O. Schinne, Mr..and Mrs. Howard, 
Mr. A. de Flesch, Mr. Paul Beretta, Mr. F. 
Stradhler, Mr. and Mrs. Bennett, Captain A. 
Bourgoin, Fapan Herald, Daily Advertiser, 
Fapan Gaselte, Mr. E. Pereira, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jackson, Mr. Emil Leopold, Mr: A. Hoffmann, 
Mr. O. Keil, Mr. and Mrs. Bent, Club Germania, 
Yokohama Rowing Club, Yokohama United 
Club, Dr. and Mr. Tripler, Mr. and Mrs, 
Lowder, No. 2 Mess, Mr.and Mrs. Blad, Friends 
of Mr. Pinn of Y.U.C., Mr. and Mrs. R. H. Cook, 
Mr. H. Tennant, Mr.S. Warming, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dodds, Mr. and Mrs. Tilden, Mr. S. Isaacs, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Rickett, Miss Mabel Rickett, 
Mr. and Mrs. Varnum, Mr. W. S. Stone, Mr. 
E. V. Thorn, Mr. F. H. Tanner, Mr. and Mrs, 
St. John, Mr. F. Biagoni, Mr. Fred. Boyes, Mr. 
P. J. Hellendale, Mr. F. Hooper, Mr. Kenyon, 
Mr. H. Collins, Mr. Macondray, Mr. Keil, and 
several others. 





CHNICAL EDUCATION IN $APA 


a eee 

Mr. Teshima Seiichi, Disector .of.the-Fokyo 
Technical Callege, writes on the above subject in 
the latest numbers of the Zaéye (San) and Zayo 
Keizsas Zasshi (Oriental Economist). He starts 
from the postulate that Japan’s true réle lies in 
manufacturing industry, and that the abundance 
of raw material, cheap labour, and fuel posses- 
sed by her, as well as favourable climalic-con- 
ditions, and the manual dexterity of her mer- 
chanics, prove her to be endowed with the 
essential requisites of a manufacturing country. 
The time is now ripe for her to undertake 
energetically..the task that Nature, has desig- 
nated for. her. The capital invested in various 
technical enterprises already amounts to a great 
sum. Up to March of last year, 580 joint stock 
manufacturing companies had been started, with 
more than 40 million..yen of paid-up. capital, 
and the number of such enterprises as well as 
the capital invested must have been increased by 
atleast 20: to 30 per cent. since then. Japan- 
h se manufacturing industry may thus be said 
mo have been fairly inaygurated, and to be on 
Bhe road to considerable development. Silk 

anufactures constitute a striking illustration. 
Originally raw silk alone was exported, but 
now gilk fabrics are sent abroad in large and 
increasing quantities. Moreover, cotton yarns, 
purchased entirely from abroad at the outset, 
are now not only manufactured at home, but 


even sent to foreign markets, Also many 
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articles, as umbrellas, glassware, matches,soap, 
and:so forth, all of which used to be import- 
ed within recent years, are now, for the most 
part, supplied by domestic industry, and are 
coming to be exported in considerable quantities 


to neighbouring countries. The policy of 
seclusion pursued prior to the Restoration neces- 
sarily checked manufacturing .enterprise, .and 
naturally-the people were not.prepared to make 

any new departure immediately after the com- 
meneement of the Afciyé era. Between the latter 
date and the year 1881—a period of 13 years— 

the Government made strenuous efforts to: 

th jan into the path of manufacturiag in-—” 
dustry and to train experts. These steps being 
succeeded by the issue of hands for the purpose ., 
of lowe1ing the rate.of interest, capital began . 
to seek investment in industrial directions, and 
it was only thus that the edifice of Japanese 
manufacturing industry-really ‘began to be built. 
The coualry’s senda dictarad ihe order.of evernts. 
Among all branches of Western civilization, 
tive medical and military sciences first aliracted 
attention, and became the foreruners of other 
technical enterprices. 
with medicine was the study of chemistry, which, 
of course, became ihe amsaitioPsewnin: the 
attention of its students to the applications 
of chemistry in the field of manufactures, 
and similarly the use of various weapons, owing 
their excellence to mechanical Contrivances, 
turned popular attention to the subject of 
machines. Thus it may be said that the two 
branches of industry, chemigal: mechanical, 
were introduced to Tapidies aoe tease al 
the intermediary of the medical and military »* 
sciences. Hitherto, mechanical industry chisify 
hes been developed for obvious reasons, 
The spinning industry is the most marked. 
More than 50 factories have already been estg- 


blished, their.spindles aggregating aver 800,000, 
with every prospect of further increase. ‘Fhe 
total capital invested in this industry, and in 
the cognate enterprige of textile fabrics, is mpre 
than 12 million yen. It does not seem an 
exaggeration to predict that before lang the 
total annual export.of the praduce of Japangse 
spindles and ‘looms will reach the large figwe . 
of 200 million yes. By way of collateral evi- 
dence that the textile business is destined to 
play a prominent part in Japanese commerce, [ » 
the lecturer mentioned that out of some 7o 
students matriculating at his college this year, 
about Qngethizd.are to devote themselves to 
qualifying as experts in spinning and weav- 
ing. Another industsy also has an excellent 
record, though its development is hampered 
by the necessity of obtaining material from 
abroad, namely, the manufacture of various. 
kinds of machines and instruments, ribs of « 
mbrellas, clocks, and so forth. They supply the 
e demand in great part, and are also begin- 
ning to be exported toa considerable extent. 
Mr. Teshima believes that, within a decade or 
so, the machines and implements now imported 
will, with few exceptions, be replaced by home- 
made articles. Ship-building also is destined 
to develop rapidly, the geographical circum- 
stances of the country furnishing a strong in- 
Cenlive, and there being now a definite prospect ~ 
of procuring the necessary materials in Japan. 
The lecturer expressed satisfaction that the pro- 
jected technical school in Osaka is to include 


“<" ~ 


& course of -ship-building. in_iie_curriculum. 
Chiefly owing to the fact that chemical j | 


“ew 


dugiry.derives less assistance from abro ad than 
mechanical industries, and commands a 
smaller market, its development has not been so 
marked. Brewing, povlery, lacqueringy,indigo- 
making,.camphor-refining, and so forth were the 
only chemical industries existing in Japan 
in pre-Restoration days. Subsequently, oil, sul- 
phuric acid, soap, gum, artificial fertilizers, dye- 
stuffs, glasswares, and toilet articles have been ~ 
added to the list of chemical products manufac-., 
tured at home. Yet these industries are still 
in a comparatively embryonic condition, for ~ 
whereas the total value of the various drugs and 
dye-stuffs, toilet articles, and so forth mported 
into Japan in 1894 reached the large figure of 
over 5,830,000 yen, among the chemical pro- 
ducts exported from Japan porcelains and cam- 


Inseparably associated: =~ jf 
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phor alave reached the sum of over one million 
& Mr. Teshima is of opinion that as 
‘the annexation of Formosa and the expansion 
rOf Japan’s navigation to India and the South 
?Sea will give easy secessto.rcaw. materials need- 
red for chemical industry, such materials being 
mostly produced iu tropical districts, the future 
development of this kind of enterprise in Japan 
Sugar 
refining and camphor and indigo making are 
probably the branches destined to show the most 
Mr. Teshima says that 
greater efforts should be made te encourage 
working in wood and metals, for those trades, 
because of the greater difficulties attending 


yen each. 


will be more rapid and satisfactory. 


marked progress. 


them, are in a decidedly backward .canditi 


ally fallen into disuse. 


THE NIPPON GINKO. 
-_ oe 
REGULAR GENERAL MEBTING. 





The Bank of Japan held its’ regular general 
meeting on the 15th inst. Baron Kawata, Pre- 
sident of the Bank, being confined to bed 


through indisposition, Mr. Yokura, a Manager, 
occupied the Chair. The following report, subs 
mitted by the President, was read by a-clerk. 


Gentlemen :—In submitting the Report upon 
the business of the Bank for the last year, I in- 
tend to lay before you a statement regarding 
the general tendency of the economic world 
and its relation to the business of the Bank. 
In the early part of the year, the war be- 
tween Japan and China still continuing, the 
public were on their guard in respect to 
speculative investments ; but when the Treaty of 
Peace was concluded the tide began to turn, the 
result being that the condition of the money 
market showed a striking contrast between the 
first and second half of the year. Thus, during 
the first few months of the year, owing to the 
calling up of the instalments of the War Loan and 
also to the payment of the Imperial taxes, the 
demand for ready money was very strong. On 
the other hand, large amounts of specie were 
disbursed by the Government on war expendi- 
tures, and as, moreover, various enterprises were 
partially suspended owing to the exigencies of the 
time, or did not require the investment of capital, 
the three months between January and March 
showed that the credit account generally exceed- 
ed the debit. When in April, the Treaty of Peace 
was concluded at Shimonoseki, and the public 
anticipated a revival of tradal activity, the de- 
mand for money gradually grew brisk, and the 
market became very active. This tendency was 
suddenly arrested when rumours began to circu- 
late that Russia, Germany, and France objected 
to Japan’s annexation of the Liaotung peninsula, 
and the rumour, as you know, was confirmed 
when the Imperial Rescript was issued on May 
1oth informing the nation of the retrocession of 
the Peninsula. Peace having been restored by 
Treaty, it might be thought that this affair could 
notarrest the progress of mercantile develop- 
ment. Such, however, was not the case, for 
bankers again resumed their cautious policy, 
and‘’were reluctant to furnish capital. Such 
an attitade was of coursé very injurious to the 
steady production of staple commodities and to 
the national economy. This will be more ap- 
parent when it’ is remembered that it was the 
very season of the year when silk and tea manu- 
facturers require all the aid that can possibly be 
accorded them: the lack of ready money was 
therefore very keenly felt in the various pro- 
ducing localities. Ever since the war broke 
out the Bank, alive to the necessity of supply- 
ing money for war expenses, was compelled, 
through sheer necessity, to raise the rate of in- 
terest’ and to strictly regulate ordinary commer- 
cial loans. But when peace was restored, and 
the future disbursements on account of the war 
could be tolerably well guaged, the Bank, 
especially desirous of meeting pressing public 
needs, resolved that the demands for loans 
should be complied with as in ovdinary times. 
Steps were accordingly: taken to mect these 


















ion. 
Finally, he directs the attention of the public to 
the importance of educating apprentices, the 
old custom of articled apprentices having gradu- 








demands. An announcement to this effect was 
made tothe public, and then, on July rath, 
The 


‘the-rate of interest on loans was lowered. 
tradal depression that existed subsequent to the 
restoration of peace was simply due to certain 


vague forebodings entertained by the public— 


forebodings that, perhaps, are incidental to such 
times,. Under the circumstances, the reduction 


the purpose and relieved the public mind, 
for very soon the market assumed a livelier 
aspect: From the latter part of July the market 
was, generally speaking, relieved from the 
tension, and for the first time, the development 
of the economic world incidental to a victorious 
termination of war began to make its appear- 
ance. Every fact that subsequently appeared 
in industrial or commercial circles gave satis- 
factory indication of the continuance of favour- 
able prospects. In foreign commerce, for ex- 
ample, owing to brisk silk transactions, exports 
considerably exceeded imports, giving rise to 
hopes that a-good- deal of specie would enter 
the country. Another satisfactory feature was 
the setting in of the summer rains followed by 
much bright and seasonable weather in the fall. 
Expectations were therefore universally enter- 
tained that the rice crop would not fall much 
below theaverage. Another feature thatinfused 
confidence in all monied and allied circles was 
the feeling that China would promptly pay the 
first installment of the war indemnity. Owing 
to these and other causes, the future gradually 
began to wear a roseate aspect for speculators 
and investors. Sales of commodities were brisk, 
and the market rose quickly. Bonds and shares 
reached extraordinary figures chiefly through 
the number of buyers in the field, while new 
industrial projects or the enlargement of banks 
and business companies involved such enormous 
investments of capital as to amaze outsiders. 
If reference be had to statistics, it will be seen 
that, during the month of December, the market 
for staple commodities rose to per cent. above 
the prices prevailing in January of the same 


year, principal stocks rose 50 per cent., while the 


number of new or contemplated expansion of old 


projects in banks and industrial corporations ex- 


ceeded 420. These projects involved fresh 
investments of-capital to above 390 million yen. 


The expansion of the national economy after a 


victorious war is what every person desires, but 
none the less such an unasual rise in the 
market price of commodities and such an ex- 
traordinary rush of enterprise cannot but be 
regarded as altogether healthy, This extraordi- 
nary state of affairs cannot last long, and, in 
conformity with the laws of demand and 
supply, both commodities and stocks must 
naturally fall to their normal level, while pro- 
jects of banks and companies not based on 
sound foundations will, as the result of com- 
petition, fail of realization. This may in- 
flict more or less injury or the mercantile 
and industrial world, but as the clearing away 
of unstable projects is absolutely necessary if 
genuine progressisto be achieved, these mishaps 
need not beregarded with any deep concern from 
the point of view of general economics. The 
economic aspect of the country having under- 
gone such a complete change during the latter 
half of the year, and everything having tended 
toward expansion, it was only natural that the 
effect should make itself apparent in the 
amount of currency in circulation. Thus, 
whereas the total currency in circulation did 
not exceed 165 million yes approximately in 
the beginning of the year, it was swollen to 
more than 210 million yen at the close. The 
extraordinary issue of convertible notes by the 
Bank over and above the ordinary limit 
amounted to above 55 millions. Of course 
such an extraordinary issue of notes is to be 
avoided as much as possible in ordinary times, 
and never resorted to unless through sheer 
neceasity, steps consequently should be taken 
on such occasions. to withdraw the notes as 
quickly as possible. However, when a nation 
is engaged in war it is not possible to 
adhere to ordinary methods. In Japan’s case, 
during. the year that has just passed away, 
besides a large exodus of specie, the war ex- 


penses since the preceding year exceeded 180 


Google 


inthe rate of interest seems to have served 









million yen. The Government's available funds 
did not aggregate more than 130 millions, so 
that it was necessary to supply the deficit by 
recourse (0 an extraordinary issue of convertible 
notes. The Bank accommodated the Go- 
vernment by the end of the year with 41% 
million ‘yen, so that it will be seen that the 
bulk of the extraordinary issue was applied 
to a specified purpose. Of the indemnity 
which China is to pay Japan, about 120 
million yes has already been received and 
deposited in the Bank of EngJand. This can- 
not be viewed as a specie reserve directly ap- 
plicable for the purpose of issuing convertible 
notes ; nevertheless, as the deposit is from its 
nature to be applied to this purpose sooner 
or later, the extraordinary issue floated last 


year by the Bank cannot be regarded in the 
same light as a transaction governed by rules 
applicable to ordinary times. 
cidental to this extraordinary issue may be con- 


The notes in- 


sidered as part of the installment of the in- 
demnily appropriated and circulated in the open 
market. Nor was the incrementin the amount 


of currency in circulation entirely due to the 
necessity of war disbursements. 
attained by the economic world in consequence of 


The progress 


the war was equally remarkable. To give afew 
statistics that go to prove this contention: the 


grand total of the year’sexports and imports reach- 
ed the extraordinary figure 265,370,000 yen ap- 
proximately, an increase of above 15 per cent. 
over that of the previous year; the loans of the 
Tokyo Bankers’ Union amounted to more than 
71,750,000 yes, or an increase of about 7 per 
cent. over that of the preceding year; while 
the transactions of the Tokyo Clearing House 
reached the enormous sum of over 289,100,000 
yen, oran increase of about 56percent. Again, 
the total subscriptions to the War Loan paid 
during last year was 63% millions, while 
the amount of money deposited with banks 
or 
Bank’s information goes, totalled more than 
13 millions. 
directly indicate the progress of business 
and 
during the year, and they also, in a measure, 
justify the augmentation of the currency. Ifall 
these points be taken into consideration, it will 


invested in companies, so far as the 
These things directly or ine 


the enlarged output of commodities 


be seen that though the increase was at first 


altributable to the necessity of war disburse- 


ments, the money was subsequently needed 


owing to the expansion of various business 
enterprises. 
now be regarded as superabundant. 


The volume of currency cannot 
It is 
necessary in this connection to bear in mind 


(hat the expansion of business and the sup- 


ply of currency have been well balanced. The 


reason for the augmentation of the capital of 
the Bank is, as was explained at the extraor- 


dinary general meeting held last August, due 


to the extension of national affairs in con- 
sequence of the victorious issue of the war, and 
the Bank’s business has been widened propor- 
tionately. The payment of the first installment 
having been met by appropriating the special 
dividend accruing from the balance between 


the exchange of gold and silver, the funds of 


the Bank did not actually increase, though the 
shareholders were relieved on that account from 
actual payment of the installment. Subsequently 
the remnant of the new subscription, namely, 7% 


million yen, was paid in by shareholders, and 


this has enabled the Bank to proceed with its 


policy of widening the scope of its business. The 


establishment of a branch office at Hakodate is 


in accordance with the spirit of the Bank’s new 
policy. The procuring of marine products is 
at present the most important industry in that 
island. When, therefore, the season arrives, 
demand for money becomes suddenly active, 
to be succeeded, however, by a dull apathy 
as soon as the season has gone by. The 
money market in Hokkaido is therefore ex- 
tremely susceptible to unusual and acute 
changes, and especially in times of emergency 
when facilities for communication and trans- 
portation are interfered with to a serious 
extent. This was actually the case during the 
late war, when, owing to the interruption of 
navigation, commodities could not be shipped 


‘and the unusual tightness that then developed 
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the support of the National Unionists, and 
making due allowance for members absenting 
themselves in order not to vote in a sense in- 
volving the dissolution of the House, the Op- 
position count on 146 members’ balloting for 
the Resolution. If that be so, its adoption is 


however, to undertake this task as the central 
mechanism of national finance and it hopes 
to complete the adjustment of the national fin- 
ances with satisfactory results. 

The accounts were then adopted without 
alteration as follows :— 






















































in the money market was barely checked by 
remittances of a large amount of specie. Alive 
to the necessity of taking sleps to relieve Hok- 
kaido from this serious inconvenience the Bank, 
as soon as the war was definitely over, turned its 
attention to the problem, with the result that in 










































































uly the Agency (Shufcho-yo) at Hakodate was|., : Yen. beyond question. But the estimate of the 
Se aa ale into a regular branch office, it Brot cane ware ssiide “ poe ola Liberals is different. They put the supporters 
the agency at Sapporo was also permilted t0] Balance prof. nso cecccccc, 1a36,722.080| Of the Resolution at t32 and its opponents at 
deal with ordinary banking business in addition | Brought forward from the previous 141, and in that calculation they assume that 
to matters connected with the Central Treasury] account ...scccsccoscescees eee voce 173,352-541| all the National Unionists will vote with the 


Opposition, a hypothesis not regarded as at all 
probable. None the less, the Liberals are spar- 
ing no pains to marshal a large following on the 
25th.. There appears to be a pretty general 
agreement of opinion that not more than 
275 members, approximately, will attend in 
the House. We may expect—indeed it is 
confidently asserted—that the campaign will. 
open with the continuation of Mr. Takeno- 
uchi’s speech, explaining his four Questions, 
and that the various sections of the Opposition 
will present Questions seeking to elicit the 
grounds on which the Cabinet advised the Em- 
peror to order suspension—questions that will 
furnish an opportunity for inflammatory 
speeches. Such, at any rate, will be the pro- 
gramme unless the calmer counsels spoken of 
above gain ground before the session re-opens. 
We must confess that experience has not taught 
us to expect anything like moderation on the 
part of the Xarshin-to. They have always 
fought to the bitter end, never once modifying 
their implacable attitude. Even after the cele- 
brated Rescript of 1893, when the Emperor's 
order that all officials should contribute 10 per 
cent. of their salary to the Naval Fund, the Im- 
perial Household setting the example—even 
amid the enthusiasm evoked by that message; 
the Xasshin-fo leaders alone raised voices of 
bitter discontent in the House. Will they suffer 
the present opportunity to escape them? We 
think not. 

It is difficult to ascertain the real prospects 
of the Opposition’s amalgamation scheme. The 
organs of the Xatshin-fo and of the Financial 
Reformists speak enthusiastically on the subject, 
as though a great and united party would soon 
face the Government and its supporters in the 
Diet. But other journals entertain a very dif- 
ferent view. They allege that although the 
plans of the Opposition have apparently pro- 
gressed very far, and although the curtain is to 
rise on a magnificent display of enthusiastic 
union, it will be a union possessing little 
real strength. For among the six sec- 
tions of which the Opposition is composed, 
three only, the Xaishin-fo, the Financial Re- 
formists, and the Chugoku Progressionists 
may be definitely counted to abandon their in- 
dependent organizations and subscribe to the 
new programme. But these three sections 
command only 60 votes in the Lower House. 
The Constitutional Reformists and the Ote 
Club are said to be by no means unanimously 
convinced of the advisability of amalgamation, 
and itis believed that, if the leaders of these 
sections insist on passing into the general camp, 
a large number of the rank and file will secede. 
On the other hand, many of the so-called “‘ In- 
dependents” are not unlikely to range them- 
selves under the new banner, seeing that they 
derive no political credit and effect nothing 
noteworthy by their present method of guerilla 
skirmishing, and there is further a chance that 
the present crisis may have the effect of detach- 
ing a portion of the National Unionists, who 
would then go over tothe amalgamation. Hence, 
it is scarcely possible to form any accurate con- 
ception as to the outlook of the re-adjustments 
now in progress. But does it greatly matter 
whether the first consolidated Opposition mus- 
ters sixty, seventy, or a hundred votes in the 
Lower House. The great end to be achieved, 
we venture to think, is a first step towards con- 
tion—a committee consisting of Messrs. Inugai | solidation—some escape from the present con- 
Ki, Ichijima Kinkichi, Ozaki Yukio, Taguchi! dition of divided forces, capable of temporary 
Ukichi, Takenouchi Seishi, and Shimada Sa-|combinations for destructive ends only, but 
buro—was held on the afternoon of the roth|incapable of being welded into a competent 
instant, when it was decided that every possible | instrument of administration. 





and Government Bonds, exclusively dealt with 
up to that time by that office ; while at the same 
time the agency at Nemuro was enlarged in scope 
and connected with the Branch Office at Hako- 
date. The Bank was asked by the Government to 
deal with business relating to the issuance of a 
loan to Korea, as the result of the decision of 
the Diet. In obedience to the order, the Bank 
despatched one of its officers to Korea to open 
negotiations with the Korean Government as to 
the terms of the loan and so forth. Various 
difficulties arising, the negotiations seemed at 
one time likely to end in nothing. However, 
concessions were made and the loan was at last 
contracted. Thus it will be seen that the work 
of the Bank during the last year were exclu- 
sively confined to matters relating to war 
expenses and the adjustment of the money 
market. In conclusion, a brief statement may 
not be out of place an to the part played by the 
Bank during the war. It is needless to say 
that the glorious issue of the war was mainly 
attributable to the August influence of the 
Sovereign and to the valour of his officers and 
men, still it may be worth while to recount here 
what the Bank did in providing the ‘' sinews 
of war.” From the commencement of hostilities 
the Bank took steps to call in ils loans so as to 
supply the needs of the war chest; and al- 
though the market rate of interest was about 
8 percent. per annum, it only charged 5 per 
cent. on sums thus lent tu the Treasury. 
Again when the idea of floating a War Loan 
was mooted by the Treasury, the Bank, appre- 
hensive lest the subscription might fall short of 
the amount required, arranged with influential 
banks the amounts which each should subscribe, 
offered itself a subscription as soon as the Loan 
was officially announced, and strove in every way 
to encourage the public toinvestin it. Further, 
thinking that the sudden withdrawal of so large 
a sum from the market would occasion difficul- 
ties, the Bank approved a plan to divide the 
subscription into a number of installments, and 
at the same lime undertook to supply any deficit 
that might occur in the war chest, the Bank’s 
idea being that currency should be first dis- 
bursed in the market before it was drawn 
into the military chest. It is not unlikely, there- 
fore, that the reason why the market did not 
complain of any particular tightness, even 
though the war extended over a year, while the 
money spent on it totalled over 180 millions, 
was more or less due to the measures taken by 
the Bank. Also, prior to the convening of the 
extraordinary session of the Diet at Hiroshima, 
a suggestion was made in certain quarters to 
float a foreign loan, and this was idea influenti- 
ally supported. Fortunately, the Treasury held 
a contrary opinion, an opinion which was shared 
by the Bank, and the suggestion was not 
acted upon. The realization of such a scheme 
would have been attended by serious con- 
sequences. The result of the Treasury’s deci- 
sion is that the loan is not held abroad un- 
employed, or transmitted into the interior, 
swelling the amount of currency and pushing 
up the market price of commodities beyond 
reasonable limits. Taking all these things into 
consideration, the steps which the Bank pur- 
sued during the war with respect to the national 
finances may be said to be free from blemish in 
every particular. It was unavoidable, all things 
considered, that the Bank’s profits should not be 
very large. The finances and national econo. 
mics during the war can be adjusted in a satis- 
factory manner, but the rush into speculative 
projects is an unavoidable consequence of the 
glorious issue of the war, and it may prove a 
task of great difficulty to regulate the market| endeavour should be made to pass the Resolu- 
and thus enable the nation to achieve genuine [tion proposed by the National Unionists on the 
and proper development. The Bank expects, 5th instant. It is asseried that, Counting on 


Graud Total ....cccccsscoseese 1,610,075. 161 


The balance will be disposed of as follows :— 
Dividend (13 percent. per annum) 974,628.996 
RESEFVeS...sccceccecceccessessseresesesssees 250,000,000 
Rewards and Special Allowances... | 98,000.000 
Liquidation of New Building Ex- 

PEINSES, .ccccrecccccccscevnsccccccccsccvoce 100,000.000 
Carried forward to thenext account. 187,446.195 


CURRENT POLITICS. 
eo —__———— 
There is naturally much conjecture about the 
attitude that the Diet will take when it resumes 
its sittings on the 25th instant, but, on the 
whole, the Japanese public do not appear to 
anticipate any serions collision between the 
Legislature and the Executive. In some quar- 
ters the conjecture is that before the Lower 
House re-assembles the Government will have 
ascertained the views of the various Foreign 
Powers, and will submit them, together with an 
eaposé of its own policy, to the Diet in a secret 
session, That prediction depends, of course, 
on the hypothesis that the National Unionists 
will again introduce their resolution condemn- 
ing the Government’s Korean policy, but there 
are doubts of their doing so. Their action 
appears to have been precipitate. It was taken 
—we learn from the Mschi Nichi Shimbun— 
in the absence of Mr. Motoda Hajime, one of 
their leading members, and, on his return, he 
coudemned the step, his objection being sup- 
ported by his immediate followers. Moreover, 
were the resolution brought up again for discus- 
sion, its rejection would be a foregone conclu- 
sion, for however it might have fared at the hands 
of a House so excited as the Representatives 
were on the roth instant, calmer counsels have 
prevailed, and men have come to understand 
the imprudence and irresponsibility of support- 
ing a motion founded originally on wholly in- 
sufficient information. The altered, or perhaps 
it would be more accurate to say, the divided, 
sentiments of the National Unionists are indi- 
cated by an article that has appeared in the 
columns of their organ, the Chuo Shimbun, 
maintaining that the Party, by attempting to 
overthrow the Cabinet at present, would be act- 
ing in direct defiance of the Manifesto issued 
by it just before the opening of the Diet. It 
pledged itself in that document to support the 
Cabinet until the Budget and all projects of 
law essential to the development of the national 
armaments and resources had passed the Diet ; 
a pledge that would be manifestly violated by 
introducing a vote of want of confidence before 
even the Budget has emerged from the Upper 
House. On the whole, therefore, the general 
opinion at present seems to indicate that the 
interval of ten days prescribed for the Lower 
House as a period of reflection, will be found 
to have cooled the too-impetuous section of 
the Opposition, and to have restored the com- 
parative calm previously reigning. Of course 
the idea that the Government can succeed in 
ascertaining the views of the Foreign Powers 
within a period so brief as ten days, can not be 
seriously entertained, even supposing that any 
such effort were in progress. 
Against the above forecast, however, we have 
to set the fact that a meeting of the Organiza- 
tion Committee of the Amalgamated Opposi- 
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THE SUSPENSION OF THE DIET. 


-— — -—-}- --- aioe 
HERE seems to be doubt as to the 


Government’s reason for suspending 
the Diet. Some are disposed to think that 
a resolution about to be introduced in the 
Lower House by the National Unionists 
was the sole cause of the sentence. The 
National Unionists have hitherto held the 
balance of power. Their defection from 
the ranks of the Cabinet’s supporters 
would make a difference of over sixty in 
a division. At heart they are not friendly 
to the present Government, their leader, 
Viscount SHINAGAWA, holding less liberal 
views than Marquis ITO and his immediate 
colleagues. But for that same reason they 
are still more hostile to the extreme wing 
of the Opposition, namely, the Kasshsn-to; 
and since without the latter’s céoperation 
they could not form a Ministry, their posi- 
tion is one of perplexity. Before the ses- 
sion commenced, they issued a Manifesto 
the gist of which was that, while quite will- 
ing to take the ITO Cabinet severely |; 
to task in due season, they were not pre- 
pared to do so at a time when a collision 
between the Government and the Diet 
would impede the progress of legislative 
business essential to the nation’s safety 
and prosperity. But it would seem that the 
recent coup a’ état in Korea induced them 
to abandon their attitude of conditional 
moderation. They prepared a Resolution 
impeaching the Cabinet’s action, and 
would have introduced it, as an urgency 
motion, in the sitting on the 15th instant, 
had they not been forestalled by the issue 
of the Suspension Edict. We are told 
that the National Unionists did not con- 
sult with the Opposition proper before 
taking this step—a step which, if success- 
ful, must have resulted in the dissolution 
of the House of Representatives and 
thereby defeated the whole scheme of 
military expansion and industrial develop- 
ment now passing through the Diet. Their 
failure to open communications with the 
Opposition was doubtless a tactical 
blunder, in one sense. But it is very con- 
ceivable that, having hitherto held the 
casting vote, they were anxious to cap 
their credit by leading an independent 
attack against the Cabinet. That, 
however, is matter of mere conjecture. 
What is certain is that they had resolved to 
introduce such a Resolution. Obviously 
it was altogether premature. No person 
in Tokyohad then any accurate knowledge 
about the coup a’étét in Séul. No person 
could pretend to judge how far, if at all, 
foreign influence had céoperated to effect 
the downfall of the progressive ministry, 
the brutal assassination of some of its 
principal members, the retreat of the 
KING to the Russian Legation, the issue 
_ of a savage edict offering rewards for the 
5, \ heads of seven statesmen, and the organi- 
<zation of a Cabinet opposed to reform. 
‘To introduce a Resolution condemning 
the Japanese Cabinet’s procedure in con- 


nection with an affair the details of which 
were still obscure, was a course so mani- 
festly precipitate and irresponsible that 
even some members of the Kasshin-to, 
a party never disposed to discriminate 
much in its choice of weapons for 
attacking the Government, are said to 
have intimated that if their Party voted 
for the Resolution, they should sever 
connection with it. The Resolution, as 
we have seen, did not come up for dis- 
cussion. Before an opportunity offered 
for its introducers to move urgency, the 
Diet was suspended. The text has been 
published, however. It runs thus :— 


This House, observing many faulty measures in 
the domestic and foreign policy of the Cabinet now 
in power, and being convinced that, especially with 
reference to the present Korean complication, the pro- 

edure of the Cabinet is at variance with the explicit 

anguage of the Declaration of War, hereby resolves 

hat the Ministers of State, duly recognising the great 
principle underlying their functions as the Sovereign’s 
advisers, should at once adopt a resolve becoming 
the occasion. 


The Japanese inngdapes lending itself 
easily to euphemisms, supplies the shoketsu 
uru (to resolye and eed. as_a_ delicate 
equivalent for to resign.’ The Resolu- 
tion then, amounts not only toan emphatic 
yote of censure but also toa polite sum- 
anons to the. Cabinet to resign. “We need 
scarcely say, “however, that the mere pro- 
spect of such a Resolution’s coming up 
for discussion would not have induced the 
Government to suspend the Diet. Evi- 
dently the step was dictated chietly by 
the temper of the Opposition, as dis- 
played in the tone of the members pre- 
senting Questions at the commencement 
of the day’s session. So soon as the 
Opposition, throwing to the winds all 
the restraints of prudence and respon- 
sibility, betrayed an unmistakable dis- 
position to discuss the country’s foreign 
policy by the light of mere newspaper 
rumours, the Government had to con- 
sider whether it should accept the risk 
of serious injury to the empire’s foreign 
relations, or prescribe.a. period.of reflec- 
tion, during which calmer. counsels might 
prevail, and, at any rate, information suffi- 
ciently explicit to justify public discussion 
of the Korean problem would be forth- 
coming. There could be no doubt that 
utterances of a most compromising nature 
would have been made had the session 
continued. The speeches of Messrs. KUDO 
KOKAN and TAKENOUCHI SEISHI showed 
that clearly enough, and since such a 
temper evidently prevailed, the Govern- 
ment acted wisely in interfering. If 
suspension is justifiable under any cir- 
cumstances, it is assuredly justifiable when 
a numerous section of the House show 
themselves so indifferent to the ele- 
mentary dictates of prudence and respon- 
sibility as to discuss and decide, on the 
strength of wholly insufficient inform- 
ation, a problem having the gravest 
possible bearings upon the foreign rela- 
tions of the empire, if not on its peace. 
Of course we do not conceal from our- 
selves the fact that the interference 
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of Russia, Germany, and France creat- 
ed a situation incapable of solution by 
any Japanese statesmen without either 
precipitating a new and terrible conflict, 
or inflicting a most painful hurt on the 
patriotic sensibilities of the nation. The 
politicians of the Opposition have grounds 
for attacking the Government; grounds 
with which not a few of the people must 
sympathise. All the more need is there 
for delicate and skilful management on 
the part of those now charged with the 
direction of affairs. The heat of party 
animosities must not be added to a fever 
already dangerously high. Ifthe Opposi- 
tion in the House of Representatives does 
not recognise and respect its responsibili- 
ties, the Government must interfere to 
avert the consequences of such giddiness. 


_—_—. 


THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 


aia eee 

ITH reference to the conduct of the 

National Unionists in the House of 
Representatives on the 15th instant, there 
is atheory advanced that we find much 
difficulty in comprehending; and with 
reference to the procedure of the Opposi- 
tion proper, there are statements made 
that we can not reconcile with what 
actually occurred in the House. As to 
the National Unionists, it is said that in 
deciding to introduce a vote of censure 
against the Government, they did not 
really aim at the latter’s overthrow, nei- 
ther did they seek to signify their own 
céoperation with the Opposition proper. 
Their sole purpose was to conform with 
the Manifesto issued by them just before 
the Diet met, in which document they ex- 
plained that, while not then prepared to 
participate in an anti-Cabinet move- 
ment such as would interrupt important 
legislation, they reserved to themselves 
liberty of future action. But inasmuch 
as the Resolution that they were on the 
eve of introducing last Saturday, must, if 
adopted by the House, have evoked a sen- 
tence of dissolution, thus preventing both 
the cominginto existence of the Budgetand 
the enactment of all its correlated mea- 
sures—must, in other words, have belied 
the Unionists’ avowed reason for moder- 
ation just as effectually as if they had 
joined the Opposition from the beginning 
of the session, we really can not perceive 
how, by such procedure, they can have 
hoped to established a reputation for con- 
sistency. Looking at the matter from the 
plainest point of view, it appears to us 
that the National Unionists thought they 
perceived a unique opportunity to strike 
a powerful blow, not only attended with 
fatal consequences to the Cabinet, but also 
deriving dramatic effect from the inde- 
pendent manner of its delivery by a party 
numerically weak. 

Turning now to the programme of the 
Opposition proper, we find that they put up 
the leaders of two of their minor sections 
to address grave questions to the Cabinet, 
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sail, 15,217 miles; v4 Suez chal, steal, 13,040. 
Between Liverpool and Yokohama v4 Good Hope 
14,505 miles, and vid Suez canal 10,900: miles, 

The facilities for transportation of freight be- 
tween Japan and the United States: are: equal to 
the facilities afforded to all great ports of the world 
at the present day. 

Traffic between Atlantic ports: of the United 
States and Japan is carried either in sailing vessels 
or in tramp steamers. The number of vessels 
available-for the trade in illimitable, aud as fac'as’ 
that goes the facilities will keep pace with the 
demands. 

Between the Pacific Coast and Japatr thereare 
at present five lines of steamships playing from the. 
following ports: San Francisco two, and one each 
from’ Portland, Tacoma, and Victoria. The facili- 
ties to and from the port of San Francisco cannot 
be said at present to equal the demands, since 
again and again is' carpo left on the dock at this: 
port because'of lack of space in outgoing steamers. 
This, however, in connection with the subject at 
issue-is a trivial point. Sait charters cai be’ se~ 
cuced for the voyage from Japan to San Francisco 
at $2.50 per ton weight or measurement at ship's 
option. 

The-artictes to which the attention of this cont- 
mittee has been specially directed, namely, cotton 
goods, manufactured silks, rope, jute, carpets, 
bags, iron, products of iron machinery, but- 
tous, watchers, matches, bicycles, and rubber 
goods, are at present imported almost etitirely by’ 
the steamer routes and as near as can: be ascer- 
tained pay freight from Yokohama to San Fran. 
cisco'on alt average approaching $8 per ton weight’ 
or measurement at ship’s option, except perchance: 
upon matches or watches, which rate higher, 


Upon all of the articles named rates per 100 
pounds from’ Yokotiama' to Eastern destinations: 
through this port will range from $1.50 per 100° 
pounds to $3.50 per 100 pounds, and will vary 
‘from steamer to'steamter. 

Freights from Japan to New York have in the: 
last year reached the lowest known ebb, ranging 
‘as: low as 40 shillings per ton measurement. It 
will at once be seen that rates.atid facilities for 
transportation between this country and Japan 
are consistent and adequate for the handling of' 
‘any volume‘of trade, be it great or little. 
| Again, scrutinizing the articles under considerae 
tion, it is found that the tariff of tlle United States: 
iprovides-a duty upon the same ratiging from 20: 
'to 40 per cent. that duty being the same as levied 
‘upon the same articles whether originatiig in 
Japan or any other foreign country. 

"On the other hand, large quantities of the ar- 
nicles under consideratiow aré now beivg iinported 
{rom otter countries than Japan, the imports: from 


support the Unionist Resolution, they 
intended also to conduct the campaign on 
their own lines first. In other words, the 
failure of their own programme was to be 
the condition of their supporting that of 
the Unionists; The sentence of suspen 
sion having been announced before events 
had time’ to unravel themselves, we are 
unable to avoid some’ obscurity, but it 
séems: plain’ that the National Unionists 
have fairly broken away from the Govern- 
ment, Possibly the period now given 
them for reflection may’ restore their al- 
legiance, since neither they mor any other 
party in-the House are reconciled to the 
idea of dissolution. But the actual situa- 
tion suggests a return to the impasse in 
which the Legislature and the Executive 
found themselves before the: war. 


aud. to accompany the questions’ by 
speeches: embodying a strong impeach- 
ment of the: Ministry's foreign policy. 
The: psopounding of documentary: ques- 
tidns: to the! Government: is, iu: itself, a 
futile kiad of proceeding, for with what- 
ever force of declamation the. act’ of 
placiag. a question in the President's: 
hands. be. accompanied, the Govern - 
ment:is:free to answer in its own man- 
ner. In- order, therefore, to deprive’ 
the Government-of that method of retreat, 
the Opposition resolved to: take a very 
extraordinary’ step, namely, to move, after 
duly. presenting the questions, that the: 
House: adjourn pending the receipt: of 
satisfactory: replies: from the Cabinet. 
Such, it is said, was the programme 
mapped: out’ on the evening of the 14th; 
after due deliberation. But in the mean- 
while, the-Natiunal Unionists; ot: having] 
been consulted about the ahove programme 
~uas' was' quite’ natural since they Held} 
aloof from: the: Opposition—had Been | 
evolving’ an idea:of their own, and, on the 
moriiingof the rsth, they met in council 
and decided: to’ introduce a resolution of 
censure; 4s above desctibed. Here then was 
adilémma. If tle Opposition moved the 
adjournment of tlie House'until the Cabinet 
should answer their questions, they must 
count! dn ahostile vote from’the Unionists, 
who were waiting to introduce aresolution, 
and a hostile vote from the Unionists 
meant fresh defeat for the Opposition. 
On the other hand, the latter could not 
conveniently support an immediate vote’ 
of censure, since their programme was 
partly based on the hypothesis that such a 
vote would be’ premature, pending an 
explanation: from the Government —an 
explanation the insufficiency of which, they 
confidently counted, would furnish fresh 
materiats for criticism“~and pending fuller 
information about events in Sdul. Finally, 
however, the prospect’ of reatizing their 
long deferred hope of defeating the Go- 
vernment and its allies, is said'to have 
prevailed’ with the leaders of the Opposi- 
tiou, and: after a confererce’ with the 
Unionists immediately before the opening 
of Saturday’s: session, they decided to 
support the Unionist Resolution. 

Such is the story told by'some of the ver- 
nacular papers; andthe FyrShimpoconfirms 
it by adding that this: belated change’ of 
purpose caused'a.split in’ the ranks’ of the’ 
Kaishin-to, 13 members of that Party hav~ 
ing declared their intention of seceding 
if their leaders held by the National Uni- 
onists. But there is some link wanting in 
the narrative. For certainly in the House, 
Mr. Kupo Kokan, after explaining the 
question standing in his name, and after 
denouncing the Government with all the 
rhetoric at his command, declared his 
intention of subsequently moving that the 
Heuse should: adjourn until the Govern- 





































$¢APANESE COMPETITION IN 
AMERICA. 


——_—_@————_—— 
HE people of San Francisco seem to be 


growing greatly perturbed about the 
danger of what they call the “ unfair com- 
petition of Japanese cheap labour.” Of 
course the use of the epithet “unfair” is 
mere clap-trap. There is no element of 
unfairness in the matter at all. If the 
Japanese can produce certain goods and 
offer them in American markets at lower 
prices than the Americans themselves can 
afford to charge for similar goods, the 
Americans must give way, or resort to 
some of the artificial and distinctly “ un- 
‘fair’? devices that form the essence of pro- 
tection. Englishmen do not call German 
competition ‘‘unfair’” because the Ger- 
man workman is content with lower wages |‘Japan by comparison being but a drop in the 
than the British workman : they frankly Pe dows not seem reasonable nor. is it logical’ 
acknowledge an advantage on the side of |reasoning to suppose that Japan has thus, meteor. 
their competitors, and apply themselves to ete Rios Pilg the front cank of matiufacturing © 
discover some means of counterbalancing ‘ England, the yeeatest exporter of manufactures 
it by cheapening their own productions. [i tne not eae er nd angreenive 
It is when protection comes in that un-|policy, and it would appear to this committee, 
fairness commences—unfairness to the|!Creiore, a) we ie estapan capable 
consumer who, in order to put into the | that is, able to compete with us for many years to 
pockets of certain industrial classes money cone. aud in the daily: papers’ of a! proposed 
to which they are not properly entitled, 
is required to pay exhorbitant prices for 
the goods he needs. In San Francisco 
they have organized an investigating com- 


meeting of manufacturers to be held in Chicago. 
shortly, at which it is expected 5,000 represen- 

mittee, and its first report is now before 

us = 


















tatives will:be’ present from all parts of the United 
States, and it is advanced as a good idea that 
they organize for the purpose, among other things, 
of pushing the sale of our manufactures in South 
America, Japan, China, and other countries. 


The balance of trade sone with the United 
States is in favor of Japan. This is entirely from 
the fact'‘of our heavy.imports! of tea and: raw silk. 
Yet with increasing consumption of our cotton in 
Japan atid prospects of sale of our manufactured 
goods’ in that-country; it is not without:the bounds: 
of possibility to yet write the balance on the other 
side. With all these facts in view, your committee 
is of the opinion, and would take the liberty of exe 
pressing the same, that any drawback or untimely 
move which would antagonize our best interests in 
Japan taken at this time:should be avoided; and: 
further, that it is the sense of this committee that 
our representatives in Congress should be pressed 
to'‘etrdeavor to have a’ commission appointed by 
our Government ‘to visit Japan and properly re- 
port in detail upon the resources of that country to 
compete witli our home manufactures and in our 
own mackets. 

We believe that a vital point will be conserved 
if- anew treaty can be negotiated with Japan, gud 
that therein shall be embodied a clause making the: 
patent laws reciprocal, The present treaty, in 
effect since 1852, undoubtedly is not adequate to 


San Franetsca, Cal., Jan. 16, 1896. 

Mr; Huewi Craic,. CHAIRMAN :==Your com 
mittee on rates and facilities of transportion be- 
tween Japan and the United States would report 
as follows: 

The empire of Japan comprises a chain of islands 
extending notherly and southerly and to the east- 
ward of the eastern shores of China anda portion 
of Russia, and divided therefrom by the Japan 
Sea, the eastern shores of the island being washed 
by the Pacific Ocean. et case, 

The empire includes within its limits 155,552 
square miles of territory, and is ccedited with a 
population approximating 40,000,000: souls. 

The current treaty between that country and 
the United States opens to commerce of our country 
the ports of Mobe, Hokkaido; Yokohama, Naga- 
saki, and Niigata. For the purpose of this report 
we will deal with Yokohama, as itis an index to the 


ment’s reply was received. Hence, from |whole. From San Francisco, Yokohama is dis- 
tant, ordinary steam route, 4,536 miles ; steam by 


the procedure actually followed, itis plain: sa a Honotuly §.590, and by sailing conte § Pa 
that if the Opposition proper intended to’ From New Vouk the distance is, vid Good Hupe, 
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cover the changed conditions and trade relations 
which have sprung up since ils enactment. 
All of which is very respectfully submitted. 


W. B. Curtis. 
Jucian Sonnac. 

It will be seen that this Committee does 
not endorse the exaggerated and sensa- 
ional writings that have appeared in 
American journals on the subject of Japan- 
ese competition. It judges that the time 
must be still distant when Japan can hope 
to compete, on any serious scale, with 
European countries in American markets. 
We can not but endorse that conclusion. 
Cheap and expert labour is not the only 
essential to success in such competition. 
It has been proved that even in the case 
of an essentially Japanese specialty, the 
shrewd, experienced European can more 
than hold his own. We allude to lacquer. 
The Japanese stand easily at tlre head of 
all nations in the quality of their lacquer. 
There, if anywhere, they should be able to 
defy rivalry. Yet, what are the facts? 
Japanese lacquer experts, in their attempts 
to capture the New York market, have 
had their thunder stolen by Germans, who 
guage the taste of the Americans with 
much greater accuracy, and produce lac- 
quers better appreciated and cheaper than 
those of the Japanese themselves. Not 
finer lacquer indeed, nor anything like as 
fine, but better suited to the immediate 
purpose of its manufacturers. Another 
case in point is the work of the silver- 
smith. Aschisellers of metal the Japanese 
have no peers. Their skill in that line 
ought to open a wide and profitable field 
in Europe and America. But it does not. 
With the exception ofa few fancy articles, 
objects of art rather than of utility, they 
sell nothing abroad. They have not yet 
found the range of Occidental taste, and, 
judging from past experience, it seems 
likely that they will continue to waste 
their strength for along time upon unfruit- 
ful essays. It would seem, in short, that 
intercourse and interchange of ideas 
between the East and West must become 
much closer and less superficial before Ja- 
panese manufacturers can adapt them- 
selves to the requirements of the Occident 
sufficiently to be formidable competitors. 
In such staples as cotton yarns, textile 
fabrics, silk handkerchiefs, lucifer matches, 
and so forth, they find easy guidance, but 
where independent judgment and the 
mercantile instinct are needed, they still 
show themselves backward. Seeing that 
they can not yet supply their own wants, 
surely it is premature to expect that they 
are on the eve of supplying everbody else’s. 
That they may look forward to a great 
manufacturing future, we do not doubt, 
but itis still many years distant, speaking, 
at least, from the standard of Western 
greatness. 














Lieutenant Nomoto, a naval affaché in the 
Japanese Legation in Russia, has been recalled, 
and Lieutenant Yatsuhiro has gone to that 
country to fill the vacancy. 
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THE KOREAN AFFAIR. 
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UCH as we hear from time to time 

of political intrigues in the Korean 
capital and insurrections in the provinces, 
little that is trustworthy reaches our ears 
as to the nature of the reforms inaugurated 
since the Kingdom’s independence be- 
came a conventional fact. Foreigners in 
Korea, who, from their proximity to the 
scene of administrative effort, should be 
in a position to observe what is going on, 
either record the result of their observa- 
tions in a form too general to attract much 
attention, or, like Bishop CorRFE, seek to 
discredit the intentions of the reformers 
and to ridicule their achievements. The 
recent coup d’étét, however, furnishes in- 
direct testimony to the reality of an im- 
portant change referred to more than once 
in these columns, namely, the separa- 
tion of the Court from the Executive. 
Owing to the absolutely methodless inter- 
actions of these too, and the dissipa- 
tion of responsibility that resulted from 
their confused amalgamation, not only 
were the finances of the Kingdom 
kept in a state of hopeless disorder, but 
also corruption and nepotism existed on 
an extensive scale. To correct this root 
of wide-spread evil was a prime necessity. 
Count INOUYE devoted his energies to the 
task, and before his departure from Séul 
had accomplished it, so far, at least, as 
due organization was concerned, some of 
the practical details of the reform remain- 
ing, however, to be carried out. Had the 
change been thoroughly effected, it is not 
improbable that the last three disturbances 
might have been averted. But the resolute 
and dexterous hand needed for such work 
does not seem to have been immediately 
forthcoming, aud so soon as Count INOUYE 
had left Séul, the QUEEN set herself to 
reverse everything that had been done, 
and to re-establish the Court’s inter- 
ference with the Executive. Hence, after 
the coup d’étdt of October 8th, resolute 
steps were taken to introduce a system 
similar to that prevailing in all civilized 
countries of the West. The changes 
involved by this reform doubtless proved 
very inconvenient to some persons. For 
example, it had hitherto been the rule 
that the Foreign Representatives should 
have access to the KING at all times, 
and that their audiences with His Ma- 
JESTY should be of a private character, 
no official of either the Household or 
the Executive being present, but only 
an interpreter, who generally accom- 
panied the Minister. Petty officials, 
also, could easily obtain an introduction 
securing audience with either the KING 
or the QUEEN, and the Korean employés 
of the foreign Legations were similarly 
privileged, so that the nature of the com- 
munications passing between the SOVE- 
REIGN and the Representatives of the Treaty 
Powers was often entirely unknown to the 
Executive. These singular customs were 
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radically altered when the Kim Cabinet 
cameinto power last October. It wasorder- 
ed that when the KING gave audience to 
a Foreign Representative, the Ministers, 
or Vice-Ministers, of Foreign Affairs and of 
the Household must be present, and, for 
the rest, aecessto His MAJESTY’S presence 
was subjected to the restrictions enforced 
in all civilized countries. Another strange 
habit had been the posting of a notice at 
the gates of the Palace—which were all 
thrown open except the front one—to the 
effect that admittance was not free to any 
but foreigners. This system was of course 
altered by the KIM Ministry, who issued 
orders that the gates should be closed, 
and that admission should not be given to 
persons of any nationality unless pro- 
vided with a pass. Such changes, natural 
aud necessary as they must seem, evi- 
dently caused considerable annoyance to 
men that had previously enjoyed abnormal 
license in their intercourse with the Court. 
Rumours were spread that the KING had 
been imprisoned by the Kim Cabinet, and 
the absurd story appears to have obtained 
considerable credence, further colour be- 
ing doubtless lent to it by the fact that 
two American drill instructors and a 
Russian architect, hitherto living within 
the enclosure of the Palace, were re- 
moved to houses outside. Reforms, how- 
ever commendable in themselves, can not 
fail to prove objectionable in some qnar- 
ters, and when we remember how incon- 
veniently the liberty enjoyed by a number 
of foreigners was curtailed by enforcing 
in Korea the system of Court etiquette 
practised in all Western countries, it is 
not surprising to find that many critics are 
unfavourably disposed towards Korean 
reform in general, though, of course, they 
are careful to avoid any precise exposi- 
tion of the objectionable points, since 
such frankness would at once betray the 
injustice of their complaints. They do 
not explain, for example, that the Court 
was precluded by the KIM Ministry from 
practising the vicious custom of engaging 
foreigners and selling mining privileges 
to aliens without consulting the Execu- 
tive. They say, rather, that the Court 
has been stripped of all its proroga- 


tives, and the KING reduced to a state of 
imprisonment. Undoubtedly after the 
abortive atlempt to enter the Palace by 
force on November 28th, the guards 
were strengthened, and exceptional pre- 
cautions adopted against the renewal of 
such seditious acts. But the KING him- 
self was not subjected to any restraints 
other than those imposed by ordinary 
Court etiquette, the flagrant neglect of 
which had worked much mischief in the 
past. His MAJESTyY’s attendance at a - 
review of the troops in January does not’ 
accord with the idea of imprisonment, 
and if, as seems to have been the case, ; 
he was persuaded by unscrupulous per-? 
sons to misconstrue useful‘ reforms into: 
personal indignities, and thus induced to’ 
undertake the recent coup a’état, those | 
that wilfully misled him have much to | 
answer for. : 
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persuaded to interpret, the young Prince’s 
visit to this country as part of another 
conspiracy to place him on the Throne. 
Thus, incited, on the one hand, by a desire 
to avenge the murder of his QUEEN, with- 
out whom he is indeed helpless, and 
moved, on the other, by apprehensions 
for his own safety, apprehensions to 
which, through the travels of Prince LI 
and the disgraceful conduct of Viscount 
MiurRA, the probability of Japanese anta- 
gonism added largely, it seems natural 
that the distraught MONARCH should 
have endorsed any .plots pointing to 
the overthrow of the Kim Cabinet, 
and should have thankfully sought refuge 
in a foreign Legation where he could 
count on protection against the murderous 
machinations of his own subjects no less 
than against the supposed hostility of the 
‘Japanese. That he should have chosen 
the Russian Legation was to some extent 
a matter of course. Even though other 
reasons for such preference were wanting, 
the field of every Korean’s political vision 
is now occupied by Japan and Russia: 
failing the one, he necessarily falls backs 
upon the other, long submission to Chi- 
nese interference having converted into 
an instinct his effeminate habit of trusting 
always to alien aid. In connection with 
this we may recall the fact that after the 
murder of the QUEEN a letter was found 
upon her person, addressed to the Em- 
peror of RussiA, asking that Mr. WAEBER 
should not be removed from Séul. The 
QUEEN’S proclivities always pointed in 
the direction of Russia, and the KING 
appears to be still guided by the memory 
of her insight. It may be found, there- 
fore, that in seeking a temporary asylum 
at the Russian Legation, His MAJESTY 
acted without any previous assurance 
that his request would be entertained, 
other than the conviction always pre- 
sent in his mind that Russian assist- 
ance could be counted on. We are not 
speaking from any certain information, 
but are merely endeavouring to adapt the 
facts already before the public to the 
statement made at the commencement of 
this article, namely, that Russia had no 
knowledge of the coup d’étdt previous to 
its occurrence. By and by, doubtless, full 
particulars will be known. In the mean- 
while, there is satisfaction in observing 
that the remarkable coincidences suggest- 
ing Russian connivance at a coup d'état 
with which no European Power could be 
creditably connected, are not incapable of 
‘explanation. The new Korean Cabinet, 
on its side, has officially announced to the 
Japanese Government that it desires to 
preserve the most-cordial relations with 
this empire, and that the progressive re- 
forms inaugurated at Japanese instance 
will not be interrupted by the change of 
Ministry in Séul. There is reason, there- 
fore, to hope that the situation will prove 
less complicated than it seemed at first. 


RUSSIA IN KOREA. 
























































—_—_——-—_@ 
E learn that the Japanese Govern- 

ment have received authentic in- 
formation to the effect that the recent coup 
a’ étAt in Séul occurred without any previous 
knowledge on the part of the Russian Go- 
vernment. The statement is somewhat 
bald, and will scarcely command public 
credence until details are furnished to ex- 
plain the arrival of Russia marines in the 
Korean capital on the very eve of the 
coup, and also the readiness with which 
the KING was received into the Russian 
Legation. At the same time, the news 
thus far received is not inconsistent with 
the theory that the coup a@'étt had its 
origin solely in domestic politics, and that 
no foreign instigation or connivance was 
employed. The KING, as has always been 
understood, is a man lacking equally in in- 
telligence and courage, but his refusal to 
sign the proclamation issued by the Prince- 
Parent, dethroning and denouncing the 
murdered QUEEN, was an act worthy of 
all applause, and if the accounts be correct 
that his association with the recent affair 
was dictated, in great part, by a desire to 
punish those chiefly responsible for the 
assassination of his unhappy _ spouse, 
it would seem that the sorrow and indig- 
nation inspired by that cruel event have 
stirred him to unwonted energy of purpose. 
The conspirators that aimed at overthrow- 
ing the Kim Cabinet appear to have taken 
advantage of his mood. They led the 
much beset MONARCH to believe that the 
Ministers, owing their tenure of power to 
the death of the QUEEN and the consequent 
overthrow of the MIN faction, had no 
intention of confining themselves to one 
assassination, but were bent upon putting 
the KING himself out of the way. Circum- 
stances were not wanting to lend plausi- 
bility to that theory. Owing to the separa- 
tion of the Royal Household from the 
Executive, and to the inauguration of a 
system of etiquette preventing access to 
the SOVEREIGN except under conditions 
similar to those prescribed in all civilized 
countries, the KiNG may easily have 
thought, or been persuaded to think, that 
the Kim Cabinet sought to make a prisoner 
of him, and to isolate him from all his old 
friends, especially his foreign friends, in 
order to have him more completely at their 
mercy. Then again, the question of the 
Tat WON-KUN’S grandson, Li SHUN-YO, 
may have added to His MAJESTy’S ap- 
prehensions. Last year, a plot to de- 
throne the KING and place LI SHUN-YO 
upon the Throne, was discovered barely 
in time to avert its consummation. Li 
SHUN-YO was thrown into prison—from a 
Korean prison few escape alive—and 
every one remembers with what passion- 
ate insistence the TAI WON-KUN laboured 
to procure his favourite grandson’s re- 
lease. Li SHUN-YO is now in Japan. 
There is no difficulty in conceiving that 
the KING may have interpreted, or been 
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IMPERIA!. DIET. 


—_—_——————— 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH. 
HOUSE OF PERS. 


The House met at 10.47 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z.—Second Reading of the Government Bill for preventing 
Rinderpest. 
am Rericsentaree relating to the establishment of an Imperial 
ibrary. 
3.—Representation for conferring an annual Allowance upon 
Takusari Koki, the originator of stenography in Japan. 
4.—Petitions, 


Mr. Murata Tamotsu, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Rinderpest 
Prevention Bill, and explained various amend- 
ments proposed by the Committee. 

After a few questions, the Horee voted for the 
Second Reading and proceeding with it at once, 
passed the Bill as amended by the Committee. 

The Representation for establishing an Im- 
perial Library was then taken. 

Mr. Tanaka Yoshio moved an amendment 
that the Representation be made to include an 
Imperial Museum. He complained that the 
present Museum (Hakubutsu-kwan) was prac- 
tically confined to objects of art, and rendered 
no assistahce to trade, industry, or science, a 
pernicious example that had been followed in 
the case of all the provincial museums. No 
civilized country was without a museum de- 
voted to the general purposes of moral and 
material progress, and Japan should not labour 
any longer from such a deficiency. He de- 
sired that the Representation be entrusted to a 
Special Committee with instructions to report 
upon the Museum scheme also. 

The President said that it would be out of 
order to give such an instruction to the Com- 
mittee. He must regard Mr. Tanaka’s motion 
simply as one for handing the Representation 
to a Committee. 


Mr. Murata Tamotsu approved Mr. Tanaka's 
idea, but Viscount Okabe thought that the Com- 
mittee could not be instructed to examine and 
report upon a matter differing so radically from 
the original subject. He suggested that Mr. 
Tanaka's project be included in a_ sepa- 
rate Representation, which might be handed 
to the same Committee as that entrusted with 
the duty of reporting upon that now before the 
House, and, if necessary, the discussion of the 
latter might be postponed. 

The House rejected the: motions of Mr. 
Tanaka and Viscount Okabe, and passed the 
Representation at once. 


Mr. Mitsukuri Rinsho introduced the Repre- 
sentation for a grant tothe inventor of the Japa- 
nese system of stenography. He explained the 
immense benefits conferred by Mr. Takusari 
ou the country, and said that, although the in- 
ventor of a system that had entailed 14 years’ 
severe labour, Mr. Takusari not being himself 
a stenographer, derived no reward from his 
system and was in very reduced circumstances. 

Mr. Kaneko Kentaro, Vice-Minister of Agri- 
culture and Commerce, strongly supported the 
Representation. He said that when travelling 
in the West, under instructions from the Govern- 
Ment to inquire into the parliamentary pro- 
cedure of foreign States, he had found that not 
a country in the world was so fortunate as to 
possess stenographic records of its parliamentary 
debates dating from the very beginning of such 
institutions. Japan stood alone in this respect, 
and she owed the fact entirely to Mr. Takusari’s 
exertions. Many publicists in Europe had 
spoken with him (Mr. Kaneko) on the subject 
of a stenographic record, and had pointed out 
the immense difficulty that must present itself 
in securing accuracy and trustworthiness of 
debate, unless the words of the debaters could 
be taken down exactly. Fully appreciating 
the force of this criticism, he had returned 
to Japan much concerned about the matter, 
and without any hope that the dilemma 
could be satisfactorily dealt with. On confer- 
ring with Mr. Takusari, however, he had learned 
what immense strides the art of stenography, as 
applied to an ideographic language, had made 
under Mr. Takusari’s care, and how many of 
Mr. Takusari’s pupils were scatlered through 
the country, receiving exceedingly poor recom- 
pense for reports of law cases and public lec- 
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tures or speakers. With Mr. Takusari’s aid he 
had brought together a number of these ex- 
perts, and after several trials, conducted in the 
most practical manner, it had been found pos- 
sible to organise the thoroughly competent 
and satisfactory shorthand service by means 
of which the Diet was enabled to possess an 
exact record of its daily debates. It was un- 
necessary to discuss what an incalculably valu- 
able boon had thus been conferred on parlia- 
mentary institutions in Japan. But he might 
remind the House that the public at large 
derived an immense advantage, not only in 
being able to know exactly what passed within 
the Houses—whose members were thus placed 
in a position to address themselves to the whole 
nation—but also in having precise records of 
important law cases, scientific and political lec- 
tures, and so forth. 


The House passed the Representation una- 
nimously. 

The House then, without debate, adopted 11 
petitions for presentation to the Government, 
namely :— 


A Petition relating to the Restoration of ensions, 

A Petition relating to District Nomenclature. 

A Petition relating to the Preservation of Old Shrines 
and Temples. 

A Petition relating to Mogami River. 

A Petition relating to the Establishment of an Agri- 
cultural Council. 

A Petition relating to Shinano River. 

A Petition relating to increased Customs and Hatuba 
Accommodation at Kobe. 

A Petition relating to the Yunehara*I'suruga Railway 
and the Vanagase Aqueduct. 

A Petition relating to the Relief of the Families of men 
that had died of sickness contracted on Campaign. 

A Petition relating to the doubling of the Tokaido 
Railway Track. 

A Petition relating to the Work on the Iwabuchi Line. 


The House rose at 12.30 a.m. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY I5TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 


The House met at 10.55 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


3.—Reading of three Government Bills calarog to the Ins 
tlon of ships, the appointment of ship’s officers, and their 
control. 

s.—Petitions. 


Mr. Mitsukuri Rinsho, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Bill relating to the Inspection of Ships (vide 
Proceedings of Lower House, January 23rd), 
and after a few questions the House voted for 
the Second Reading, which was proceeded with 
atonce. The articles (17 in number) were voted 
with the Committee’s amendments, and the 
Third Reading was passed. 

The House rose for the mid-day session, and 
on re-assembling at 1.15 p.m., was counted out. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


2 —Firet Reading of a Government Bill embodying revised 
Portions of the Civil Code. 

a-—Pirst Reading of a Hill relating to Forest Lands of Shrines 
and Temples. 

g-—First Reading of a Mining Bill. 

4.—Petitions. 


The President announced the resignation of 
Mr. Tsunoda Shimpei, and the House accepted 
it. 

Mr. Takagi Shonen explained a Question 
preferred by him on the subject of Electric 
Tramways. He noted that the Government’s 
policy was to offer every possible encourage- 
ment to industrial enterprise, yet, allhough 
numerous applications had been made for per- 
mission to build Electric Trams, only in one 
case, that of Kyoto, had permission been ac- 
corded. He desired to learn the Government's 
policy on the subject. 

Mr. Yoda Michinaga explained a Question 
relating to the enforcement of the District, City, 
and Prefectural systems of Organization and 
Government. These systems had been promul- 
gated six years ago, but were only enforced in 
14 Prefecitures up to the present. He wished 
to know on what bases such discrimination was 
made. 

Mr. Kudo Kokan (National Reformist) ex- 
plained a Question presented by him with re- 
ference to the Korean coupadé/dt. On the roth 
of January Mr. Haseba Junko had asked for 
information about a declaration made to the 
United States Government by the Japanese Re- 


presentative in Washington, to the effect that 
Japan did not intend to adopt any separate 
course of action towards Korea, but would act 
in concert with the Western Powers. Such a 
declaration was plainly at variance with the 
terms of the Imperial Rescript issued on the 
outbreak of war with China. Pressed to account 
for the discrepancy, the Minister President of 
State had refrained from making any clear 
reply, and had suddenly left the House. On 
the following day, in answer to a query from 
Mr. Yamagawa Ko, His Excellency had de- 
clared that the Government had not abandoned, 
and could not sbandon, the policy originally 
adopted towards Korea, namely, the maintenance 
of that Kingdom’s independence. Neverthe- 
less, it appeared that the King of Korea was 
now shut up in the Russian Legation in Sdul ; 
that the organization of a new Cabinet had been 
arranged within that Legation, and that the 
Royal edicts were issued thence. Was it pos- 
sible to reconcile such a state of affairs with 
any rational conception of Korea’s indepen- 
dence. 

At this point, Baron Suyematsu  Kencho 
addressed some remarks in a whisper to the 
President, and the President spoke in a low 
voice to Mr. Kudo Kokan, but the latter cried 
out, with much heat, that even a Government 
Delegate was not empowered to interrupt a 
member in the course of his speech. Pro- 
ceeding with his remarks, he said that the Go- 
vernment was bound to carry out the will of the 
Sovereign as expressed in the Imperial Rescript, 
and that the crisis seemed to demand pronoun- 
ced action. It was stated that Russia was using 
Kiao-chow Bay as an anchorage for her ships 
of war, end that her people were engaged in 
surveying the interior of Korea. The Cabi- 
net must be aware of these things. What steps 
did it intend to take? From the point of view 
of international law it would be difficult to con- 
ceive anything more improper than the confine- 
ment of a country’s ruler within the precincts of 
a foreign Legation. The explanation of such 
an extraordinary state of affairs was to be found 
in the Government's repeated mistakes in fo- 
reign policy, from the Liaotung complication to 
the recent blundersin Korea. The Ministers of 
the Crown devoted themselves simply to ‘‘ watch- 
ing the breath from the nostrils of foreign 
Powers,’’ and pursuing a superficial, temporiz- 
ing policy. The crisis was of such a character 
that a false step might compromise the empire 
fatally, and render nugatory the declarations 
made by his Majesty the Emperor in the Im- 
perial Rescript. He had no desire to dwell 
upon the errors committed by the Government 
in the past. The present absorbed all other 
considerations. What was to be done? That 
was the question demanding immediate re- 
ply. It might have been expected that, 
under circumstances so grave, the Minister 
President of State, or Count Mutsu, who 
had taken the trouble to return to the 
capital, would have come unbidden before 
the House, and offered a full explanation soas 
to set the mind of the nation at rest. Neither 
of them had done so, and he now invited them 
to take the House into their confidence. If 
the problem, being one of foreign affairs, did 
not admit of open discussion, there were means 
of avoiding that inconvenience. But not a mo- 
ment should be lost in arriving at a definile un- 
derstanding. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru observed that Mr. Kudo 
Kokan spoke of the King of Korea as being 
‘confined ” in the Russian Legation. Did Mr. 
Kudo Kokan base that assertion merely on news- 
paper reports, or had he some trustworthy 
information on the subject? 


Mr. Kudo Kokan knew only what had ap- 
peared in the public press, but the story told there 
had caused him such perturbation that he had 
felt constrained to question the Goverment. 


Mr. Hoshi put several other questions with 
the object of ascertaining Mr. Kudo’s authority 
for the assertions contained in his speech, but, 
after some evasion on Mr. Kudo’s part, it was 
elicited that he had no authority except the 
statements of newspaper correspondents. 

Mr. Kano Ryogen inquired whether Mr. 
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Kudo proposed that the Minister President be 
invited to attend in the House, and that the 
proceedings be suspended until he did so. 

Mr. Kudo replied in the affirmative. He said 
that, after leaving the rostrum, it was his inten- 
tion to introduce a motion in that sense. 


Mr. Takenouchi Seishi (Chiugoku Shimpo 
Party), rose to explain four Questions presented 
by him to the Government. The first related 
to the Government's policy with regard to the 
Liaotung Peninsula ; the second, to the Govern- 
ment’s past policy in Korea; the third, to the Go- 
vernment’s policy in the present crisis; and the 
fourth, to the loan of three million yen made by 
Japan to Korea. He asked the House whether 
the retrocession of the Liaotung Peninsula, 
after it had become a Japanese possession, was 
notan eternal disgrace to the country and a stu- 
pendous blunder on the part of the Cabinet. 
Acoterie of politicians within the House devoted 
themselves to covering up the Government’s 
mistake by drawing comparisons between the 
strength of Japan and the Powers opposed to 
her, and declaring that the course adopted 
had been inevitable. But outside the House 
forty millions of Japanese were burning 
with indignation at the insult put upon the 
country, and swallowing tears of shame. If there 
were ever one true heart among the members of 
the Cabinet, its owner must recognise the 
humiliation put upon the Empire. If that 
humiliation were not recognised, then must it 
be said that no fraction of patriotic spirit resided 
in the whole Cabinet. But there was no need 
to expaliate upon this point. Every man in 
Japan agreed in regarding the retrocession of 
Liaotung as an irreparable blunder. What must 
be said, however, of diplomatists who, though 
dealing with the complications between Japan 
and China from the very outset, had known 
nothing of the interference of the three Powers 
until they were brought face to face with the 
actuality. Was it not astounding that they 
should be gravely asked to believe that all these 
things had been inevitable? It was understood 
that among the members of the Cabinet there 
was one who regarded himself as the Bismarck 
of the East. But of what nature had Bismarck’s 
foreign policy been? Had it not always been 
of the ‘‘strong” type—diplomacy and arma- 
ments going hand in hand? It had been thus 
that Germany held her own successfully against 
Austria, against France, against Russia. It 
had been thus that she had risen to be the 
greatest continental Power in Europe. Not 
military strength only had raised her to that 
proud position, but a strong and skilful foreign 
policy backed by efficient armaments. This 
same combination of resolution and readi- 
ness had enabled a comparatively little State 
like Sardinia to retain its independence in the 
midst of mighty Powers. In the Crimean War, 
Sardinia, then under the guidance of the great 
Cavour, had sent troops to fight side by side 
with the British and French armies, and by that 
courageous policy had immediately won s place 
in the councils of Europe. There could be no 
doubt thata way of meeting and dealing with 
the interference of three Powers existed, had 
Japan’s diplomatists been sufficiently astute to 
perceive what was in preparation and to 
adopt timely measures in consequence. And 
in the sequel of it all, the Cabinet had 
laid before the House a document which, 
while professing to embody all necessary infor- 
mation about the peace negotiations and the 
results of the war, told them nothing about the 
Liaotung complication except that the restora- 
tion of the Peninsula had been made in the 
interests of the peace of the Orient. It had 
been the obvious duty of the Minister President 
to lay before the Diet such a statement as would 
make it thoroughly conversant with the whole 
course of events. But nothing of the kind had 
been done. They had been left to glean what 
information they could from the newspapers. 
In fact, the Diet had been treated with marked 
disrespect, and through the Diet, the whole 
nation. This House was not merely a ma- 
chine for granting supplies of money. It 
was the nation’s auditor for determining the 
necessity for such grants and the propriety 
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of their expenditure. When the Cabinet 
came before the House seeking appropria- 
tions, it made a show of treating them with 
confidence, but when it had obtained what it 
wanted, it turned its back upon them. Could 
such a Cabinet be called loyal to the nation or 
courteous towards the Diet? Again, when the 
House had invited the Minister President to 
attend and give some exact explanations about 
the proposed increases of taxation, he had 
treated the request with indifference. That, 
however, was a small matter compared with the 
great question of the Liaotang Peninsula and 
its important bearings upon the empire's pres- 
tige as well as the future of the Orient. They 
had been put off with a mere superficial and 
brief reference, behind which many grave and 
interesting facts undoubtedly lurked. Heasked 
for an explicit statement of those facts. In the 
second place, he wished to ask about Korea. 
Omitting any detailed reference to events that 
had occurred 15 or 16 years previously, and 
confining himself to recent times, he found it 
impossible to reconcile the proceedings of the 
Cabinet with the language of the Imperial Re- 
script issued at the commencement of the war. 
The Minister President had been asked for an ex- 
planation, but had evaded giving any definite re- 
ply. The Government was now begged toexplain 
how the independence of Korea could be main- 
tained by such a policy as that recently adopted. 
Only a short year ago the country had boldly an- 
nounced to the world that it intended, by its own 
unaided strength, to maintain the independence 
of Korea. The declaration of the Imperial Re- 
script, the first article, the very head and front 
of the Shimonoseki Treaty, had proclaimed 
that intention. But what had things come to 
now? Russian arbitrary interference was mak- 
ing itself felt in the domestic affairs of the 
Peninsula. The China of former times had been 
replaced by the Russia of to-day. The kingdom 
of Korea had virtually become a dependency 
of Russia. 

At this point a document was handed to the 
President, and he stopped Mr. Takenouchi's 
speech. 

The President announced that an Imperial 
Rescript had been issued, and forwarded to him 
by the Government. 

The House rose and the following was read: — 

‘““In accordance with the 7th Article of the 
Constitution, We hereby declare the Imperial 
Diet suspended for a period of 10 days, name- 
ly, from the r§th day of the present month until 
the 24th. 

The House rose at 2.30 p.m. 








KOREAN NEWS. 
————_»—___—__ 
February 15. 

It is, of course, a consequence of the present 
trouble in Korea that the only direct line of 
telegraph to Japan is notin working order— 
the line from Séul to Fusan. Some sixty of the 
posts are understood to have been destroyed and 
several of the operators have lost their lives, but 
we are not aware by what route that information 
was obtained. The over-land line o#@ Wi-ju 
has been out of use for some time, and the only 
way of getting messages from the Korean capi- 
tal at present is to send them by wire to 
Chemulpho, whence they must be carried by 
steamer (o Fusan, thence to be cabled to Japan. 
All that isa matter of two days, and it result- 
ed that the events of the rth instant were 
not known by the Japanese Authorities in 
Tokyo until the 13th, The British Lega- 
tion in Tokyo had information a few hours 
earlier, vid Pekin, but that, doubtless, was be- 
cause the Admisal despatched a fast vessel 
from Chemulpho to Chefoo, whence the news 
was transmitted by wire to Pekin. Up to yes- 
terday evening no official intelligence reached 
Tokyo, so far as we are aware, and of course 
great anxiety was felt in consequence. The 
latest telegram to hand at. this moment of writ- 
ing is the following, published by the Chuo 
Shimbun last evening :— 

Sdul, rath instant : 

Cho Wi-yon, ex-Minister of War, and Va Ries 

sun, ex-Minister of the Interior, leaders of the 
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nothing to do with the disturbance. 
in the Foreign Settlement are safe. 

From the above, readers will perceive the incor- 
rectness of a statement published by one or 
two Japanese journals, to the effect that several 
telegraphic messages were received at the Fo- 


Party of Progress, for whom strict search was sel 
on foot by the vew Government, barely escaped 
to the Japanese Legation on the day of the coup 
d'état, and ave now receiving asylum there, 


Two other telegrams published by the same 


journal run as follow :— 


SSul, 11th inst.; Fusan, 13th inst.; 3.30 p.m. 
Vesterday, the roth instant, 5 Russian officers 


with 120 Marines, 1 field-piece, and 50 horses 
entered the capital. 
they joined the insurgents, entered the Palace, 
arcested the Korean Chief of Police, and conduct- 
ed the King, with two or three of the Ministers, to 
the Russian Legation. 


On the morning of the 11th 


The fate of the Home 
Minister, Yu, is not known, 
Sdul, rrthinst. ; Fusan, rth inst. ; 2.27 p.m. 
Fifteen Beitish Marines and ten American 


have entered the capital to protect their respective 


The Japanese [.egation Guard had 
The people 


Leyations. 


reign Office in Tokyo on the 13th and 14th, from 
Mr. Komura, the Minister Resident in Korea. 
We believe that only one telegram was received 
during these days. Apparently steam commu- 
nication between Chemulpho and Fusan is not 
immediately available, even supposing that the 


Sdul-Chemul!pho wire in open for Japanese use. 


From vernacular papers of this morning we 
extract the following :— 


A telegram dispatched from Fusan on the 
13th inst. published in the Wippon, says that a 
provisional Government has been established in 
the Russian Legation, and Li Chai-sun is ap- 
pointed Minister of the Royal Household. 
Another Sdul telegram, under date the 13th, 
and appearing in the same paper, says that Mr. 
Komura, Japanese Minister, has gone to the 
Russian Legation. The Néppon also prints a 
telegram stating that about two hundred Rus- 
sian marines effected a demonstrative movement 
immediately after the outbreak of the disturb- 
ance, but no collision occurred with the Japan- 
ese guards, 

The Mippon and a few other papers state 
that the Russian Minister proceeded to the Fo- 
reign Department on the 14th inst., and stated 
that Russiahad no connection with the latest dis- 
turbance in Sdal, but only afforded protection 
to the King and Crown Prince at their request. 
The F1fé Shimpo denies this statement, and says 
that no visit was paid by the Russian Minister 
that day, and no such explanation was given to 
the Foreign Department. 

The Michi Nichi prints a Nagasaki telegram, 
dispatched on the rath, to the effect that a 
British man-of-war has gone to Shanghai, and 
two others to Port Hamilton. 

The Asahi Shimbun says that a Government 
telegram dispatched from Fusan on the 13th 
inst. states that Russian, British, German, 
French, and U.S. men-of-war are staying there. 
Two Russian ships are in Chao-chow Bay. 

The Asahé is responsible for the statement 
that the new Cabinet Ministers are staying at 
the Russian Legation, and are proceeding with 
Government business. 

The Fomiuri Shimbun says that a Japanese 
man-of-war was dispatched to Korea on the 
14th inst, 

Marquis Ito, the Premier, who proceeded to 
Oiso on the r1th inst., returned to the capital 
on the night of the 13th inst.,and had a con- 
ference with the Cabinet the following day. 


February 17. 

Up to yesterday evening no further news 
had been received from Korea. The Chuo 
Shimbun, indeed, published a telegram pur- 
porting to have been sent from Fusan at 7 p.m, 
on the 15th, to the effect that the Prince-Parent 
was atill in the Palace; that An Keiju had been 
appointed Chief of Police; that Kin Kachin had 
been liberated. and that 200 Cossack cavalry 
had entered Séul, But inasmuch as 00 means 
of transmitting a telegram existed at the time 
given, and inasmuch as the clouds over Séul 
do not rain Cossack cavalry, itis plain that the 
Chuo has lent its columns to manipulators of 
stocks. Meanwhile, the silence is singular. It 


looks as if credence must be placed in the ru- 
mour not only that the land line between Fusan 
and Sdul is interrupted, but also that the cable 
from Fusan to Tsushima is not in working 
order. The latter mishap would be most un- 
fortunate just at this juncture, From Chemulpo 
to Chefoo is 280 miles, and from Chemulpho 
to Fusan is 400 miles. Hence the quickest 
route for forwarding telegrams sent from Sdul 
to Chemulpho—the only wire in Korea sup- 
posed to be atill in working order—would be 
over the Chinese lines from Chefoo. But of 
course the Japanese could not depend upon the 
latter. Nothing is left for them, therefore, but 


Jto send intelligence from Chemulpho to Fusan 


or Tsushima by steamer. That was what Mr. 
Komura did in the first place, and his telegram 
despatched from Sdéul on the ruth, reached 
Tokyo, via Fusan, on the afternoon of the 13th. 
But three whole days followed without any news, 
and at this moment of writing (Sunday night), 
the hiatus is inexplicable. 
We find the following 
papers this morning :— 
The Asahi Shimbun issued an exira last 
night containing the following Séul telegrams :— 


Soul, Feb. 12. 

A Japanese resident, named Tanaka Yaichi, 
a native of Nagasaki, was murdered by Koreans 
at Chong-no on the night before last. . 

The fact that the King was conducted with 
ease to the Russian Legation during the disturb- 
ance of yesterday morning is due to the support 
of the officials in the Royal Household. 

Early yesterday morning Ruesian marines 
proceeded to the back gate of the Palace, and 
at this time officials of the Royal Household 
came out, escorting the King, Crown Prince, and 
Princess, and Court Ladies. They had posses- 
sion of the Great Seal. The Russian marines 
escorted the party tothe Russian Legation. 

Kin, ex-Premier, yesterday attended the Cabi- 
net Office, and was arrested as he came out 
ina palanquin. He was beheaded by a con- 
stable in front of the Metropolitan Police Office. 
His remains were afterward burnt, together with 
the body of Chang, ex-Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce. This was done in revenge for 
the treatment accorded the late Queen. 

The fact that Li Han-shin is staying at the 
Russian Legation has been confirmed. 

The Russian Legation is strictly guarded by 
Russian and Korean soldiers. 

Chang, ex-Minister of Justice, barely escaped 
with his life. 

Some mounted constables have gone through 
the streets announcing the withdrawal of the 
hair-cutting regulations. 

Ming Ei-chun and Ming Ei-kan entered the 
Russian Legation to-day. 

All the prisoners held in counection with the 
disturbance of November 28th have been re- 


leased. 
Sdul, Feb. 13. 

Ko Ei-Ki was yesterday appointed acting 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 

The Tai W6n-kun is at the Palace, and it is 
stated that Gyo In-chu and Kin In-choku are at 
their own residences. 

The Fi Shimpo published last night an 
extra, which contained the following telegrams 
dispatched by Mr. Komura, Japanese Minister 
in Korea, on the 14th instant :— 

The King issued an order on the rith inst. to 
the Korean troops, dispatched to deal with the 
insurgents in Chhun-chh6n Province, recalling 
them to Séul. The order briefly runs as follows: 
—The insurgents do not seem to have created 
disturbances in consequence of the hair-culting 
regulations, but must be excited by the émeuse 
of October 8th. Now that treacherous subjects 
have been put nnder the control of the law, 
their followers will gradually be punished ac- 
cordingly. It is desirable that all my subjects 
return toa peaceful condition. The leaders of 
the insurgents as well as all other persons are to 
be absolved from the consequences of actions 
hitherto effected, and all the troops are to return 
to Sdul on the day of the receipt of this order. 

The Tai W6n-kun, Li Sai-ben, and Kin In- 
shoku are safe, but the whereabouts of Gyo In- 
chu, Yu, Cho, and Chang are unknown. 


in the vernacular 
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No refugees are at the Japanese Legation or 
at the Japanese Consulate. 

The VPomiurt Shimbun has the following 
Sdul telegram, under date the 14th inst :— 

The Tai W6n-kun and his son have visited 
the Russian Legation: frequently and asked for 
an interview with the King, but their requests 
have been declined. 

February 18. 

Several items of Korean news published by 
the vernacular press on the 17th instant, have 
been reproduced in these columns, but we do 
not, of course, attempt to discriminate between 
the accurate and the inaccurate. The sum of 
the trustworthy knowledge thus far accessible is 
that the King and the Crown Prince were still 
in the Russian Legation on the 14th instant; 
that the enclosure of the Legation was guarded, 
within, by Russian marines, and without, by 
Korean troops and police; that the forces sent 
by the late Cabinet to quell the provincial in- 
surgents have been recalled, and the insur- 
gents amnestied on the ground that their rebel- 
lion was not against the hair-cutting edict, but 
against the murderers of the Queen, and that 
none of the proscribed statesmen has sought 
asylum in the Japanese Legation or Consulate. 
We do not for one instant believe the story cir- 
culated—with reserve, it must be admitted— 
by the Miyako Shimbun that the Russian Mini- 
ster has been entrusted by the Korean King 
with the duty of the protecting the Govern- 
ment, and that he has intimated to the Fo- 
reign Representatives his responsibility for 
the preservation of public tranquillity in Sdul. 
No official intelligence in that sense has 
been réceived, so far as we can ascertain, 
and it must always be remembered that Japa- 
nese speculators are now perfectly familiar with 
the device of bearing the stock market by publish- 
ing false rumours. Already all classes of 
securities have been sensibly affected, and 
there is reason to think that attempts are being 
made to manipulate them even to the extent of 
producing a panic. 

To us it seems that one of the most signifi- 
cant items of news hitherto received is that 
relating to the provincial insurrections. It is 
now plain that the insurrections were all a part 
of the plot, their object belng to draw away 
from the capital any forces likely to be avail- 
able for opposing the conspirators. There has 
hitherto been no coup d'é/as in Korea managed 
so skilfully as this last. We hear nothing of dis- 
order such as usually prevails in Sdul on oc- 
casions of the kind. The everyday life of the 
city was not disturbed in the smallest degree, 
the catastrophes: and changes consequent on 
the conspiracy being strictly confined to the 
circle of persons directly concerned. As for 
Russia’s share in the business, is any one saf- 
ficiently credulous to believe that she had 
not cognizance of what was on the /apis and 
that her preparations to turn the emergency to 
convenient account had not been made with 
due forethought? That a large detachment of 
Russian Marines should arrive in Sdul within a 
few hours of the coup, and exactly in the nick 
of time to play the prominent part they are now 
playing, is a coincidence too remarkable to be 
regarded as accidental, and that the King and 
the Crown Prince should establish themselves 
snugly and safely in the Russian Legation for 
the purpose of issuing edicts. of wholesale de- 
capitation, organizing a new Cabinet, and 
generally directing the Administration, is a pro- 
ceeding that could never have been thought of 
without the Russian Representative’s previous 
consent. Is it not interesting and suggestive to 
observe the studied reticence of the local English 
press about that feature of the conspiracy? We 
venture to assert that if the King and the Crown 
Prince of Korea, in the sequel of a coup d'étaé 
marked by such sanguinary incidents, were 
now living in the Japanese Legation in Sdul, 
making it the head-quarters of the administra- 
tion, there would be a chorus of denunciation 
and execration in the colamns of our local 
contemporaries. For our part, we think that if 
Russia sees her account in associating herself 
with such coups, that is her own affair. She is 
not expected to play for any one’s hand save 


Russia’s, and she can decide for herself as to 
the methods of carrying on the game. Japan, 
it may be said, can not complain: Viscount 
Miurasetthe example. Yes, thereis something 
in that. But Viscount Miura’s action was im- 
mediately and emphatically disavowed by his 
Government, and, for the rest, we hardly think 
that Russian statesmen would care to plead the 
justification of an evil precedent, or would adopt 
the vicious pretence that two wrongs make a 
right. Atall events, the world’s opinion is free, 
and what that opinion will be there is little room 
for doubt, unless fuller information throws a 
different light on the affair, It may turn out that 
Russia merely furnished a steadying point with- 
out which the public peace of Korea would have 
been widely and seriously disturbed. We hope 
so. We hope, also, that Korea will soon have 
learned the needlessness of inaugurating every 
change of Cabinet with bloodshed. Her educa- 
tion ought by this time to have been carried be- 
yond that very rudimentary stage of civilization, 
but apparently contact with Occidental systems 
does not greatly promote her moral progress. 


The Nichi Nicht Shimbun prints the follow- 
ing Korean telegrams :— 
S6ul, Feb. 14. 


The King is still at the Russian Legation, but 
will probably remove to Chéng-dong, where 
preparations are being made to that end. 

The Royal Guards, who received the Royal 
order to return to Séul, are entertaining fears, 
and none have yet left for the capital. 

Postal matter forwarded from Sdul to Ri-chhén 
on the 11th inst. has been stolen by the rebels 
at Kwan-Ny6n, and the carrier scarcely escaped 
with life. 

The Russian sloop Bodre left Ninsen on the 
13th inst. for Chefoo. 

Great uneasiness prevails in the Japanese Set- 
tlement atI-hy6n. Disorderly Korean residents 
are likely to attack the place, and all Japanese 
residents have abandoned business, and are 
effecting measures to withstand an attack, 

Ninsen, Feb. 14. 

Eighteen British marines left here for Séul on 
the 12th inst. with sixteen pack-horses. 

One U.S. officer and twenty-four men pro- 
ceeded to the capital the same day with 17 horses. 

Two Russian officers left here for S6ul to- 
day with surveying machinery. 

The Chuo Shimbun has the following :— 

Fusan, February 16. 

Tho Japanese Minister-Resident has called 
on the Russian Minister and stated that as it is 
undesirable that collisions between the guards 
and residents of both countries should occur 
at this juncture, attention should be paid by 
each to avoid such occurrences. The Russian 
Minister at once effected measures to that end. 

The King and Crown Prince will return to 
the Palace. 

Rumour has it that Ming Ei-chun will be 
appointed Premier. 

The 7akao is expected to arrived at Ninsen 
from Weihaiwei on the 17th inst. 

The Fiii Shimpo states that the new Korean 
Government dispatched yesterday the following 
telegram to the Korean Minister in Tokyo, who 
at once proceeded to the Foreign Department 
to report the matter :—‘‘ Although a new Cabi- 
net has been established, progressive principles 
will remain unchanged, and friendly relations 
with Japan will undergo no charge. Intimate 
this to the Japanese Government.” 

February 19: 

The latest letters received by the Tokyo 
journals from Korea are under date of gth inst. 
from Sdal, the 13th inst. from Fusan, and the 
11th inst. from W6n-san. Hence they do not 
contain any information about the recent coup 
d'état. They enable us to infer, however, that 
the tide of popular feeling in the localities has 
turned more than ever against the Japanese, 
and they further allege that the number of Rus- 
sians is increasing in the peninsula. The insur- 
rection in Chhun-jo presented at first the most 
serious aspect, but was subsequently over- 
shadowed by the sudden appearance of 
a similar and more formidable disturbance 
in Y6 ju, a town some 30 miles south of the 
capital. The rioters in the latter place mustered 
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several thousands. Among their victims are 
reported to have been two telegraphic experts, 

four coolies, and one merchant, all Japanese. 
As these details appeared in a report forwarded 
by the Sergeant-Major in charge of a pebarets 
Commissariat Station not far from the scene 

disturbance to his superiors in Ninsen, the 
intelligence may be accepted as correct. 
The Sergeant added that he had sent a body 

of 12 Japanese'soldiers to Y6-ju on the 5th inat., 

and that they had fought with the insurgents 
for about 3 hours, but had been obliged to 
retreat owing to the overwhelming numerical 

superiority of their opponents. The little band 

ultimately succeeded in retiring safely to the 
commissariat station. Besides the 7 Japan- 

ese killed by the Y6-ju rebels, another party 

of 7 or 8, some of them telegraph operators 

and others merchants, were besieged in the 

vicinity of the same town. Bat they made 

a gallant sortie, cut their way through their 

enemies, and, though wounded more or less 

seriously, escaped with their lives. The neigh- 

bourhood of W6n-san also was infested by insur- 

gents, who cut the telegraph wires between that 

place and Soul, and moreover killed and wound- 

ed a number of Japanese soldiers and coolies. 

This interruption of telegraphic communica- 
tion being a serious inconvenience, a detach- 
ment of 6 Japanese soldiers, accompanied by 
3 coolies, was despatched under a sergeant 

from the central station at W6n-san, to recon- 

noitre, and to repair the telegraph, if possible. 

The party set out on the 26th ultimo, proceed- 

ing in the direction of Sdng-chhéng, but when 

they had advanced about 50 miles from the 

original station, they found the telegraph posts 

and wires in that district entirely destroyed, the 

former having, in some cases, been dug out and 

removed. Still pushing on, they encountered 

a body of about a thousand insurgents, and 

as these showed evidently hostile intentions, the 

Japanese determined to retreat. But before 

they had covered a quarter of a mile on their 

return march, they were suddenly assailed by 

another body of rioters who were lying in 

ambush. In the fight that ensued, the leader 

of the little band, a sergeant, was killed. How 

the rest fared afterwards is not yet known. On 

the 7th instant, that is to say, 13 days after the 

party had left W6n-san, one of the coolies 

returned to that place in a terribly emaciated 

condition, and described the perils that had 

been encountered. With the exception of this 

coolie, none of the band had reached Wén-san 

at the date when the correspondence we are 

collating was despatched. The fate of the 

other 7 that emerged from the fight referred to 

above is unknown. Meanwhile, anxious about 

the safety of the little party, another small 

detachment, under a sergeant, had been sent 

out from Won-san on the 2nd_ instant, 

and in a few days they returned without any 

news of their comrades, having encountered a 

large body of insurgents at a place some 40 

miles from W6n-san. Several of these soldiers 

were wounded. On the 7th inst., another body 

of 50 men, under the command of Lieut. Tani, 

were sent out, but no intelligence about their 

movements had been received at the date of the 

W6n-san correspondents’ letters. Captain Ta- 
mai, who, with 20 of the soldiers belonging to 

his company, had been surveying certain dis- 
tricts in Ham-gydng-do, returned to W6n-san 

on the evening of the 7th inst., several of his 
men having been wounded in encounters with | 
the rioters. It is further stated that a squadron 
of about 12 mounted Russians, under the com- 

mand of a Colonel, reached W6n-san at about 
this time, and that they were not the first Rus- 
sian troopers to put in an appearance. Similar 
bands, sometimes numbering 10, sometimes 20, 
had frequently reached W6n-san from the north. 
These troopers are said to have presented a 
very soiled appearance, their uniforms, travel- 
stained and often torn, indicating long acquaint- 
ance with the road. They moved quickly : 
arriving to-day and departing to-morrow, their 
direction of march always southwards. 


It is said that the Sdéul-W6n-san line of tele- 
graph has been destroyed to the extent of 70 
miles. 
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A party of Japanese troops stationed in Fu- 
san started on the 11th instant for Ka-heung, 
a place situated not far from Y6-ju, the centre 
of the most serious provincial disturbance in 
Kyong-kwi-do. The object of this movement 
was to afford protection to Japanese residing 
in that district, and to quell the insurrection. 

The Michi Nichi’s correspondent writes that, 
when a party of Korean regular troops defeated 
the rioters of Chhun-Chhén at Ka-pydng, the 
chief of the insurgents’ commissariat was taken 
alive. On being questioned, he is said to have 
confessed that the insurrections were due, not 
simply to discontent caused by the hair-cutting 
edict, but rather, and in the main, to a desire 
to take vengeance on the murderers of the 
Queen and to overthrow the Cabinet. Un- 
fortunately, this man’s confession was not re- 
garded seriously; otherwise the catastrophe 
might have been averted. 

Our readers doubtless understand, by this 
time, that the correspondence of the Tokyo 
journals from Korea must not be taken with- 
out reservation. Up to last evening no further 
information had been officially received in 
Tokyo. 

The following telegrams appear in the verna- 
cular press this morning :— 

Séul, February 16. 

Prior to the outbreak of February 11th, some- 
body addressed the King advising him to pro- 
ceed to the Russian Legation, and although it 
s now impossible to say who this was, the 
message is said to have been as follows :— 
“The present Cabinet Ministers are secretly 
arranging a treacherous plot, and by communi- 
cating with the Japanese soldiers they propose to 
force their way into the Palace, and dethrone 
Your Majesty. The scheme is now completed 
and the crisis is approaching. Your Majesty 
is, therefore, advised to go the Russian Lega- 
tion before the the plot matures, to escape the 
danger.’ This message is said to have been 
conveyed by one named Kin Mei-sai to a 
Court Lady, who presented it to the King. The 
King was much excited on receiving the docu- 
ment, and at once determined to proceed to the 
Russian Legation. 

The King went to the Russian Legation at 
dawn on the rith. Armed Russian marines 
were wailing at the back gate of the Palace 
when the King and the Crown Prince were con- 
ducted to the gate by two Court Ladies, named 
Kin and Won, who handed over the King and 
Prince to the Russian marines to be con- 
ducted by them to the Russian Legation. 
These Court Ladies were in the scheme for 
removing the King and Prince. The Court 
Lady Won is said to be a great favourite of the 
King’s, and she has a warm acquaintance with 
Mrs. Waeber. 

The head-quarters of the administration are 
established at the Russian Legation, and various 
Departments in temporary buildings erected in 
the neighbourhood of the Russian Legation. 

None of the new Cabinet Ministers have re- 
turned to their own residences or left the Le- 
gation since the 11th inst. 

Li Han-shin, said to have been in hiding'at 
the Russian Legation since October 8th, was 
the instigator and commander of the rioters at 
Chhun-chhén. 

February 20. 

A letter dispatched by an Asahi correspond- 
ent in Sdul on the 13th inst. and telegraphed 
from Shimonoseki on the 18th inst., contains 
the news that all the members of the Min 
family in Sdul, with the exception of Min Ei- 
tatsu, have entered the Russian Legation, Li 
Han-shin, Li Won-yang, and Li Yun-yang are 
in constant attendance on the King at the Rus- 
sian Legation, and political power is wholly 
vested in them. Another Royal edict has been 
issued declaring Yu and Cho, ex-Ministers, 
to be treacherous persons and ordering their 
arrest and decapitation. The families of 
Kim, ex-Premier, and Chong, ex-Minister 
of Agriculture and Commerce, who were 
murdered during the late disturbance, are 
now guarded by police: the remains of the ill- 
fated Ministers have been given to their fami- 
lies. It is stated that there is talk among the 


Ministers at the Russian Legation of removing 
the King to the Meirei Palace, which stands 
near the Russian Legation. Jo Sai-hitsu is stay- 
ing at the U.S. Legation. 

Another message from the Asahé correspond- 
ent, dated Soul the 14th inst., and telegraphed 
from Shimonoseki on the 18th inst., states 
that the new Cabinet intends placing the Tai 
Wo6n-kun under confinement. The inhabitants 
at Kai-song are expected to create a disturbance, 
and as the Japanese residents are insecure, over 
thirty police constables were dispatched to that 
town on the 14th inst. 

A Fusan telegram despatched on the 18th inst. 
and published in Asahi Shimbun, says that 150 
Japanese gendarmes left there on that day to 
guard the telegraph line between Fusan and 
An-dong. The message also says that a Rus- 
sian man-of-war is at Fusan. 

The Xokumin Shimbun has the following 
Soul telegrams dated the 15th inst. :— 

Kin Pyong-si has declined the position of 
Premier, and Pak Chong-yang, Minister of 
Home Affairs, has received the additional ap- 
pointment, but it is said that it has been de- 
cided to appoint Min Ei-chun Premier. The 
King and the Crown Prince have been entrusted 
to the Russian Minister's protection for a long 
time. At all events they will remain at the 
Russian Legation for the present. The new 
Cabinet has decided not to appoint Li Shun-yo 
Korean Minister to Japan. The King has 
ordered Li Sai-jun to proceed to Russia to at- 
tend the coronation of the Czar. 





———— ——~ + 


CHINA NEWS. 
February 17. 
One of the syndicates tendering for the build- 

ing of the Pekin-Hankow railway proposes to 
pay a general price of 30 Tls. per mon for the 
land traversed by the line, one half of that sum 
to be given in cash, and the other half ina 
share certificate. If that be a correct estimate, 
land in the country districts of China is worth 
some £28 per acre, or 224 sen per tsubo, a price 
considerably below the Japanese rate. 

Petty brigandage seems to be taking place on 
a considerable scale in Manchuria. Grain 
waggons are constantly attacked by armed men 
—soldiers not under proper discipline—and the 
best horses and mules, together with any other 
property of value, carried in the waggons or on 
the persons of the drivers, are appropriated. 

General Sang, who had command-in-chief 
of the Chinese forces in Manchuria during the 
war, has been appointed commander-in-chief of 
the Liaotung Peninsula, with his head-quarters 
at Port Arthur. His troops number 25,000, two- 
thirds at Port Arthur and the rest at Talien. 

Farther evidence of the decline of the ex- 
Viceroy Li’s influence is furnished by the fact 
that his nephew, Li Shu-tang, Chief Commis- 
sioner of the railway construction from Kaiping 
to Shanghaikuan, has been required by the new 
Viceroy of Tientsin to give au account of his 
finance operation during the past three years. 
Li hasto account for 6 million taels sent to him 
by the Board of Revenue, as well as for the 
contributions from provincial authorities. 

The Rev. W. Banister, lecturing in Shanghai, 
gave the following interesting account of the 
Vegetarians, by when the Kucheng massacre 
was committed :— 

About five years ago he heard that a new class 
of Vegetarians had appeared in the district from 
the province of Kiangsi. They set their faces 
earnestly against opium, and appeared to gather 
in all the unemployed aud wosthless young men 
of the district, whom they sought to reclaim from 
the opium habit. They seemed to be doing a 
really good work in that direction. They began 
in a small temple just a stone’s throw from the 
speaker’s house and there was no trouble until 
about (wo years ago, when the leaders of the sect 
began to be very aggressive, and practically as- 
sumed the functions of the officials, punishing in 
various ways those who disobeyed their orders. As 
soon as a man was enrolled as a member he paid 
32 cash, which went to the head-centie of the body 
in the province of Kiangsi. A man could please 
himself whether he would enter the inner circle, 
but if he did so he paid 1,600 cash and for a week 
was instructed in private. The candidates for the 
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noer circle were taken privately into different 
rooms and instructed in the tenets of their order, 
They were taught to repeat 108 characters, by 
the introduction of which into conversation they 
were able to recognise one another, It was 
found during the examination at Kucheng that 
the members had different forms of salutation 
for different positions in the order; one prisoner 
when asked how he saluted would do so with 
the hands together and the right thumb over 
the left, another would do so with the feft thumb 
over the tight. ‘There were thee degrees in 
the oder, and the members generally had a 
name different from the one in ordinary life. 
One of the sources of strength of the order was 
the propagandists ; whenever a man had initiated 
ten followers then he need not work any more but 
went from one to the other and was supported by 
them. Ifa man had several tens or hundreds he 
became to all intents and purposes a magistrate, 
and called the members together to execute the 
decrees of the sect. It was owing to these men 
that the organization had become so strong. 











DINNER TO CAPTAIN DE LABRY. 


friends (members of the Tokio Club) to Capt. 
Vicomte de Labry on the evening of the 12th 
instant. 

Sixty-six were present, including a large con- 
tingent from Yokohama. 

The Chair was taken by H.I.H. Prince Kan- 
in (President of the Club), having opposite to 
him the guest of the evening, supported by the 
two Vice-Presidents of the Club (Messrs. T. 
Hara and W. H. Stone). 


Among those present were the Representa- 
tives of Russia, the United States, France, 
Italy, and Spain; the several Military and Naval 
Attachés now in Tokio, Count Hisamitsu and 
Colonel Ikeda, who, as also Prince Kan-in and 
Captain de Labry, all wore full uniform, In 
addition to the grand cordon of the Chrysan- 
themum, and the Orders of the Rising Suan 
and Sacred Treasure, H.I.H. wore the Grand 
Cross of the Legion of Honour. 


The health of the H.M. the Emperor. having 
been drunk—during which the band played the 
National Hymn—Prince Kan-1n proposed the 
health of the guest of the evening in the following 
terms :— 


Messigurs,—Ce n'est pas sans une profonde 
Emotion que je prends place, comme président, au 
fauteuil laissé vide par disparition de mon regretté 
fidére, mort glorieusement au service de I’Em- 
pereur et desa patrie. En paraissant aujoucd’ hut 
pour la premiére fois au miliew de vous, Messieurs, 
je suis heureux de vous adresser mes sincéres 
remecciments pour Phounenur que vous m’avez 
fait; mais je regrette vivement que cette séunion 
soit une téunion d’adieux, Car, vous le savez 
tous, mous sommes assemblés ce soir autour 
de cette table pour soubaiter bon voyage a 
notre excellent camarade et syinpathique ami, le 
Capitaine de Labry. Son arrivée au milieu de 
nous date de plus de trois ans. Malgié les Avane- 
ments que se sont déroulés pendant ce temps, et 
les moments difficiles au milieu desquels il s’est 
trouvé, it a su s’attirer et se conserverc l’amitié, 
affection, et l’estime detous. Il ne vous déplaica 
pas, Messieurs, de m’entendre cappeler ici le 
courage et la patience que le Capitaine de Labry 
nous a donné loccasion d’admirer pendant qu'il 
suivait les opérations militaires de la denxiéme 
acmée. Je suis henreux de lui donner l’assucance 
que, de cette conduite que nous avons admirée, 
nous Conserverons tonjours le précieux souvenir. 
Je vous invite donc, Messieurs, A vous joindre A 
moi, dans un sentiment unanime, pour boire ala 
santé du Capitaine de Labry, A son heureaux 
voyage, el a sa Inillante carsidve que vous Ini 
souhaitous la plus rapide possibie. 


Captain pk Lasry—who spoke with some 
emotion—replied as follows :— 


MONSBIGNEUR,—Perinettez moi de remercier 
le Prince et l’ami des paroles bienveillantes que 
Son Altesse a bien voulu prononcer, 

Messieurs, je vous remercie as vivement de 
Vamitié que me témoigne votre présence a ce 
diner d’adieux. Pendantiles quelques années, trop 
rapides, que j'ai passées au Japon, il m’est arcrivé 
souvent de penser au jour du départ, et de l’at- 
tendre comme un jour heureux. Ce moment est 
venu, et j'ai le coeur sersé. D? ailleurs, nous nous 
reverrons, jel’espére. Tokio est une bien grande 
ville, et amitté doit y braver les distances; mais 
le monde nest pas grand, et nous ici, qui sommes 
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plutot @humeur voyageuse, nous pensons bien 
nous retrouver un jour, de ce cOté du globe ou de 
Vautre. Messieurs, je bois ala santé de Son Altesse 


Impériale le Prince Kanein, quia bien voulu prési- 


der ce diner d’adieux, offert Aun ancien camarade 
de :Agiment; je bois au Tokio Club, a la camaca- 
derie qui unit ses membres, et je vous remercie de 
votre amitie, en vous priant de m’en parder une 
part pouc heute du retour. 


Mr. Stone (as Vice-President) thanked 
H.1.H. for having accepted the Office of Pre- 


sident of the Club and for being present on this 


occasion in the following words :— 

MonSEIGNEUR,—Que Votre Altesse me _per- 
mette de lui offrir, au nom des membres du Club, 
de sincéres remerciments pour la sympathie 
quelle nous a témoignée en venant ce soir au 
miliende nous. Certes, nous ressentons vivement 
Phonneur qu'elle nous a fait ev presidant le diner 
offert par nous a l’excellent ami qui va partir. Je 
me plais 4 espérer que Votre Altesse voudra bien 
nous venir visiter de temps a autre. Ce sera 
toujours pour nous un grand bonheur, Encore 
une fois, Monseigneur, merci. 


TELEGRAPHS IN KOREA. 
. id dp oe dee eink * ” 

> There are three c’eptaph-tiney terminating 
fat Sdul, one from Fusan, another from Ninsen, 
“.. and the third from Wi-ju. The first and second 
were constructed by the Korean Government, 
but the third was generally understood to have 
been erected at the expense of the Chinese 
Government. On the occasion of the outbreak 
of the Tonghaks, the Séul-Fusan line was 
entirely demolished, and could not be used for 
purposes of communication. When the cam- 
paign commenced between Japan and China in 
the Peninsula, the Japanese troops had to lay 
a.line from Séul to Fusan, posting guards for 
its defence. Subsequently, after the Chinese 
troops had been driven out of Korea, the Wi- 
ju line fell into the hands of Japan, and having 
been repaired, was employed for military 
purposes. The war over, the question of the 
future of the two lines began to be discussed in 
official circles, some proposing to hand them 
over to the Korean Government, as a special 
favour, others objecting to sucha liberal course, 
especially since Japan’s Korean policy had 
undergone a change. In the course of these 
deliberations it was found that the Wi-ju line 
had not belonged exclusively to China, but that 
the Korean Government had repaid a portion 
of the outlay incurred by the Chinese in con- 
structing the line. Korea was consequently 
entitled to claim its ownership in part, at any- 
rate. Japan at once recognised that she was not 
justified in regarding the line asa prize of war. 
There remains the question of the Sdul-Fusan 
lineonly. Thatis distinctly Japanese property. 
But the trouble with it is that in order to make 
it really useful, it must be specially guarded, at 
least for sometime to come. The task is at 
present entrusted to gendarmes. The Asahi, 
our authority for these details, says that the Go- 
vernment have now nearly decided to renounce 
altogether the right of ownership of the Wi-ju 
line, and in return for this favour, the Korean 
Goveynment will be asked to defray the expense 
of guarding the Sdul-Fusan line, which belongs 
to Japan. 








NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN TOPICS. 


—___——_@ 

- Mr. David Syme, the proprietor of the Mel- 
borne Age, who visited Japan in September 
last, on his return to Victoria was entertained at 
a public dinner given by Mr. J. L. Turves, 
Q.C., to celebrate the successful close of the 
great railway libel action. Mr. Turves was the 
leading counsel for the defence. Among those 
present were the Attorney-General, Mr. J. A. 
Isaacs; the President of the Legislative Coun- 
cil, Sir W. A. Teal; the Minister of Defence, 
Mr. N.M’Culloch ; Mr. Deakin, and other mem- 
bers of the Legislative Assembly. The after- 
dinner speeches, as reported in the Melborne 
papers, contain some interesting information. 
In relating the history of the case, Mr. Turves 
drew attention to the fact that it had extended 
over three years; that the details to be dealt 
with by the judges and juries who took part in 




















































the two trials were enormous, the exhibits alone 
being 1,003 in the first trial, and still more in the 
second, and the witnesses 108 at the first and 
go at the second trial; that some of the papers 
used as evidence were so bulky as to take hours 
to read through, and that when they were col- 
lected in one heap the pile reached such a height 
asto hide the gentleman whose duty it was to 
number them. The jury alone in the first trial 
cost the defendant £2,700 and inthe second 
42,500. | 

The object of the Age, in publishing the 
series of articles that gave rise to the action, as 
stated by its proprietor, was to put a stop to the 
reckless and ruinous railway expenditure re- 
commended by Mr. Speight, the then Chairman 
of Commissioners, and by the Ministry of that 
day. The articles undoubtedly accomplished 
their object. Asa result of their publication a 
bill, introduced by the Ministry, and recom- 
mended by Mr. Speight and his colleagues, for 
the construction of 1,677 miles of railway at a 
cost of £14,712,663, was laid aside. A supple- 
mentary list of other lines recommended by 
private members for the construction of 2,953 
additional miles of railway at a cost of 
426,362,458 was also laid aside. Thus the 
expenditure of £41,075,131 was prevented, 
In addition to this, a Standing Committee of 
Railways, appointed by the Legislature, recom- 
mended and succeeded in effecting a reduction 
of from 50 to 75 per cent. in the cost of con- 
struction of the lines which had been previously 
projected or commenced. 


Mr. Syme stated that the loss on the working 
of the Victorian Railways amounts to £1,000 a 
day, and that, according to the opinion of ex- 
perts, a saving of at least £380,000 per annum 
might still be effected by better management. 

The judgment delivered by Justice Williams 
in the last trial settled once and for all the right 
of free comment on the public acts of a public 
man, a view which has ever since the great Law- 
son v. Labouchere case been steadily adhered to 
by English judges, but which had never previ- 
ously been enunciated by the Victorian bench. 

Lord and Lady Brassey have rendered them- 
selves very popular in the colony by giving en- 
tertainments of an entirely novel description. 
No Governor of Victoria has ever possessed such 
a love of the sea and appreciation of seamanship 
as characterise Lord Brassey, and hence the idea 
of inviting all the skippers of Melbourne to a 
banquet had never suggested itself to any pre- 
vious representative of Her Majesty in the 
colony. This course was followed by Lord 
Brassey early in December last, much to the 
astonishment of many of the blaff and hearty 
seamen who were in portat the time. Another 
novel entertainment given at Government House 
was a giant picnic for State-school children. 
The beautiful lawns surrounding Government 
House had never before been devoted to such 
a purpose; and never before had a Governor 
and his wife spent hours in personally starting 
boys and girls races, and superintending other 
sports. To give some idea of the size of the 
entertainment we may state that the bill of fare 
included 2 tons of cake, 25,000 tarts, 4,000 
sandwiches, 3,600 sausage rolls, 3,600 packets 
of lollies, 500 ices, 350 dozen aérated water, 3 
cwt. cherries, besides numerous other delicacies. 

The Orient Company’s steamer Orisada, that 
conveyed Carbine to England, has since taken 
on board two other famous racers, Trenton and 
Carnage, worthy representatives of the Musket 
blood, whose arrival in England should be an- 
nounced before long. 


is exercised by the Boers and Uitlanders alike in 
thei dealings with the natives. It is more than 
possible, thinks Mr, Pierce, that in the present 
ciisis in the Transvaal the much abused native 
may attempt to assert his sights also as a man 
and would-be citizen, in which case the Uitlanders 
would be as much his foe as the Boer, 

Recently 5,000 blacks were brought down from 
the Zambesi region to work on the gold fields of 
the Rand, and their sufferings on the road are said 
to have rivaled those of any Arab slave train in 
Central Afvica. 


Tu that cruel trail,” says the Johannesburg cor- 
respondent, ‘old men enfeebled by want, weak wo- 
men carrying the burden of approaching maternity, 
and even children, small in stature, and years, were 
driven along like cattle, and exposed to semi- 
starvation aud all the inclemency of the season.” 


We deny to the black man the sacredness of 
mariage, and here and in the Free States alike 
decline to allow him to own an inch of land. In 
both places he dare wot, for fear of the lash, walle 
one step without the hateful card of slavery in his 
pocket. 

In Johannesburg, when labone is plentiful, the 
native policeman is instructed, and it becomes his 
one pet delight, to run to earth the native who 
dares to place the imprint of five black toes upon 
the sideewalks of the Johannesburg streets. The 
white man commits the most dreadful crimes and 
vo Judge dares to apply the lash to his back. The 
native coming from the far inland and wholly 
ignorant of the fearful danger before him, in- 
nocently steps on to the pavement and, therefore, 
is pinned to the stake and thrashed until the 
blood flows. The Boer President and the black 
man will have long scores to settle one day. 


Froin all this it would appear that while the 
Uitlander has his grievance against the Boer, the 
black slave who works in the gold fields has deeper 
giievance against both, The side which wins him 
over by faic promises in the present trouble will 
have a powerful ally against the other.” 













































CHINESE THIEVES. 


—__—_____. 

Some adroit Chinese of San Francisco have 
been carrying on a successful enterprise in the 
way of stealing letters and converting their con- 
tents into cash. No one seems to know exactly 
how the pilferers managed to get at the contents 
of the letter-boxes in the post-office, but it is 
conjectured that, being sent by their employers 
to open, and carry home, the contents of cer- 
tain boxes in the regular way of business, they 
utilized the opportunity to get at other boxes by 
thrusting their hands round from the back. 
Such a method of abstracting mail matter could 
not be discriminating. The thieves took every- 
thing they could get hold of, and subsequently 
separated the valuable from the worthless. 
They seem to have dealt chiefly, if not entirely, 
with Chinese correspondence, and were thus 
able to forge, without much difficulty, endorse- 
ments for cashing cheques or signatures for 
converting bills intocoin. They got away with 
about $2,000 in all, and have gone into hiding 
in Chinatown, where the police do not expect to 
be able to find them, immediately at all events. 








FIRES IN FOKOHAMA. 
Sl 

An alarm of fire was raised about six o'clock 
on Saturday evening, but upon the Y.F.B. 
turning out they found that the occasion of the 
call was an incipient fire in the flue of Mr. 
Raddigan’s residence, 88, Creek-side, and was 
already subdued. A much more serious affair 
happened on Sunday afternoon, when the hand- 
some new residence that Mr. H. A. C. Bonar— 
lately appointed British Consul at Hakodate 
—has been building at Negishi, from the de- 
signs of Mr. Josiah Conder, of Tokyo, was 
completely destroyed. The spectacle afforded 
the numerous pedestrians on and around the 
adjacent hills was very fine as the building seem 
to burst into flames from bottom to top almost 
instantly. The fire is supposed tohave originat- 
ed in the momban’s lodge through the careless- 
ness of the workmen. Curiously enough, Mr. 
Bonar only obtained his policy of insurance 
from the China Fire Insurance Co., for whom 
Messrs. Mourilyan, Heimann & Co., are agents, 
on Friday last. 


THE BLACKS IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


There is a phase of South African history 
that does not attract much public attention, 
though it certainly deserves to be noticed. An 
extract from a New York journal of January 17th 
draws attention to it :— 

Charles D. Pierce of this city, Consul of the 
Orange Free State, lias just received copies of the 
Bloemfontein Gasette, an official organ of the Free 
State, containing facts regarding the system of 
black labour in force at the gold fields of Johannes. 
burg, from which it is evident that great cruelty 
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on Lexington Common, April roth, 1775. It was 
this: “Stand your ground men; don’t fire until 
you are fired upon, but if they want a war let it 
begin here.” “This last, we think, is the point of: 
view of the average sensible American, He be- 
lieves any war with England would be practically 
a civil war. He does not want it. Nevertheless, 
Captain Parker’s sentiments in 1775, are the 
American sentiments now, as they were then. Tu 
proof of his sincerity, of his lack of desire to 
either boast, provoke, or flinch, and with every trope 
that some other way of settling international ques~ 
tions than the barbarous ove of bloodshed aud 
rapine may be reached, the pulpit, the. press, the 
gatherings of {catecnities, anniversaries: aud, cele- 
brations, banquets and social gatherings, have 
been for weeks past striking the note and singing 
the long refrain, with depth and heartiness— 
“The moral unity of Great Britain and the Unit- 
ed States. May. it never be weakened, but ever 
go on increasing.” 


Our own university town of Ithaca Ifas been 
called upon for one of its residents to serve on the 
‘Venezuelan Commission. The former President. 
‘of Cornell University, and late U.S. Minister to: 
Germany aud Russia, reached home only a few 
months ago. In his elegant residence on Univer- 
sity hill, formerly the farm of Ezra Cornell, and 
now a little city of edifices with a population of 
‘its own of about two thousand or over, he has been 
dispensing his usual hospitalities. Meeting him for 
‘along chat in his cosy library, a few days ago, and 
enjoying on the same evening in his home a dinner, 
‘at which he welcomed both the Engtish Professors 
‘from Oxford: who are vow serving Cornell Univers 
‘sity, and his predecessor, President Schurman, he 
‘was congralulating himself upon the prospect of 
many months of leisure among his books. Now,, 
‘he is called to Washington for many weeks of in- 
vestigation, and. it may be for a journey to South 
‘America. [tis to be hoped that some permanent 
tribunal of arbitration may grow out of this Venee 
zuelan affair. What nations, more appropriately 
aud successfully, than those that speak the Eng- 
lish language could or ought to form it? One of 
the humours of the situation, as some esteem. il to 

Ithaca, N.Y., January 18th, 1896. | be, is the suggestion that Japan should arbitrate 

The paradoxes of life have been both seriously | between Great Britain and the United States. 
and comically illustrated during the past few While the war cloud is melting away, as. we 
weeks. First, we hada war with Great Britain, | (rust, into “the infinite azure of the past,” and 
as far as the newspapers and Lrishmen and] may we not hope of the future too, it is pleasant. to 
general conversation were concerned; and this |tuca away to calmer views and see how the Japa- 
fell upon us at Christinas time: while preparing to} nese mind is affecting us. In the domain of 
celebrate and while celebrating the birthday of] diplamacy, it may or may not be some time yet’ 
the Prince of Peace. President Cleveland, whose] before the Emperor or Goverment in Tokyo.is 
methods do not at all resemble, either in verbiage] called upon to adjust. the disputes of mighty 
a ae ne sipacys made a strong | yations, We are inclined. to believe it will be:far- 
plea for arbitration rather than war, ; ther off yet, before Japanese thinkers, theologians, 

Probably no man in the United States likestiand siilose pliers Se aia European Clisise 
war, or believes in its benefit, less than the man itianity, ethics, or metaphysics. Nevertheless, in 
who as a baby was baptized Stephen Grover }ithe domain of att, it must be confessed that the 
Cleveland, His suggeetion for a Council of Japanese have distinctly modified the conceptions, 
Arbitration and for the settlement of the Venezuela |iechnique, and products of European-and Ameri- 
question in a rational way, was almost totally for-| can artists. In our day we see the. reign of. the 
gotten on tlie eastern side of the Atlantic; while| coloureprint and illuminated poster. One. would: 
the possibilities suggested at the end of his} think thatcollectors are running mad; for, apart 
message were both maguified. They were viewed | from standard and orthodox art subjects, there are 
in foreshortening rather than perspective. Whats] thousands of persons now engaged in collecting 
ever Tory Englishmen. may want, it Is as evident | theatrical, literary, and artistic advertisements, 
as anything-can be that the overwhelming majority | with any illustration whatever in or around the 
of Americans do not want war with the British | printed text. Publishers of books and periodicals 
people. Furthermore, the better kind of Ameri-| now give exhibitions regularly, charging admis 
cans will shrink from everything except dishouour | sing to the same, Books and pamplilets giving 
rather than have blood flow between men who history, description, avd specimens. are: on: the 
speak the same language. market. Some of the prices paid by collectors are 

This does not at all ignore the fact tNat| surprising, The great aim seems to be to obtain 
Americans, as a cule, believe that efficient} a line of prints or posters, of a particular house, 
European intermeddling with the affairs: of na-| artist, or school, which can be arranged in exact 
tions on. the: American. Continent, except in | historical and chronological ordér, su: as to show 
matters of absolute. justice and necessity, is|evolution from first conception to completion. It 
over. Americans believe tliat the United States | is admitted: on: all: hands, that Occidental: d& 
have as good tight to hold the balance. of | velopments in this field have been profoundly in- 
Power and’ influence on. this Continent as the| fluenced by Japanese artists, but tliese latter 
European Powers have to settle the affairs of | almost wholly of the Ukio-yé school. The name, 
Europe, Asia, and Africa, We think: that if the|as all residents of Japan know, means “ the pass- 
three or four first class Powers of: Europe can take | ing’ world.” Av first rate collection of. Ukio-yé 
three continents under their care, the United | pictures is almost as good as the file of a weekly 
States ought to be allowed to look after one. core| illustrated. newspaper, in reflecting matters of 
linent: at least so far as. the. protection of weak | contemporaneous humaniinterest.”” The Frenoli 
nations against unjust encroachments by European | began the enterprise. Although with some Amerte 
powers is. concerned, cans and Englishmen, the whole process. may. be 

During the past few weeks, two phrases have | only a “* fad,’’ soon:to pass away before some new. 
been very vividly, and willy-nilly, in the mind of | fashion oc favourite phantom, yet there is another 
your correspondent, When in London last August, | side of the movement. With artists, wilh men 
congratulating an English friend upon the better | who know good drawing or the harmonies of colour 
prospects of business, on account of the issues of | and man’s: power of perception expressed in power, 
the recent election, I was rather surprised to have | apart from all loval accessories of material, frame- 
him burst out with the remark (which was em-|wotk or sectional popularity, the work of. the 
phasized by the shaking:of bis finger, within twelve | Ukio-yé artists is permanent. The. best of: it: is 
inches. of my nose), ‘I tell you, Go, these}as enduring as its material of conveyance- will 
Toties who ace now. in: power will. get. up: a:war, | permit. [tis even more than probable that when 
somewhere, within six months.” Theother phrase} the paper, which is the frail bearer of the thoughts 
is one { tead, which is cut into the memorial |and skill aud visions of Matahei, Kiyonaga, and 
stoue standing. where the minute.men waited Hokusai-has decayed, and passed into the world’s 






























































to the great public that begins to comprehend the 
reasonableness of women’s work to advance the 
cause of a clear brain and steady hand. 

T. D. Crothers, M.D., editor of the Fournal of 
Inebriety, in aw article on ‘The Mariage of 
Inebrieties ” says: ‘ Alcohol, of alldcugs attacks 
the highest and last formed powers of the brain, 
breaking down and dissolving from the very pin- 
nacle of life. This failure of the higher brain 
powers is apparent when the man is under the 
influence of spirits, but is covered up when sober, 
and concealed, but exists just the same. The 
brute when diunk, may seem like an angel whew: 
sober, yet the brute qualities «re all there, aud 
may come out at any time from the application of 
the proper forces. The angel nature is only the 
shadow of what he could or should be, and every 
drink in excess developes the. brute and destroys 
the angel. The man who has been intoxicated 
has more or less permanently injured the best 
powers of Itis brain.” 

- When we recall the testimony of many very 
eminent medical authorities as to the evil effects. 
of beer upon the human system (testiniony which 
is corroborated by the experience of thousands), 
and then witness how universal is becoming the 
use of beer among our people, we should tremble 
with apprehension and use every laudable means 
to discourage the use not only of beer but of ale 
cohol in avy form, and we appeal to each physi- 
cian to whom these word may come to study the 
substitutivn of other cemedies for alcohol, to re- 
strain from using atcohol in any form whenever 
possible, and to teach his patients by precepts and 
example that alcochol ts unnecessary as a medi- 
cine, a foe to good health, and consequently an 
enemy to the individual, to society, and to the 
State. 

Yours, M. 


February 18th, 1896. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


————__e———_ 


eaders- must distinctly understand that we are in no 

eas responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 

apondents, for the accoracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may chooee to draw therefrom.) 


ALCOHOL. 


To: THe Epiror oF THE ‘' JAPAN Matt.” 

S1r,—It is generally understood that: General 
Grant, in his life time, was a user of tobacco. But 
we have his testimony as to his estimate of the 
value of alcoholic diinks as a remedy in his last 
sickness, when he:was voiceless and all his com- 
munications were.made on a small tablet which was 
ever athand, While at McGregor, where he died, 
he was more depressed one. day than usual, con- 
sequent on the terrible disease that brought him 
to his grave. Mrs. Grant suggested that perhaps 
a little wine. would relieve him; upon which he 
wrote on his tablet this kind and emphatic reply. 
Alcoholic stimulants produce temporary relief, 
Dut leave me worse when the effect has passed 
away. I decline to take it.—U. S. Grant,”’ 


The London Ties, England's great journal, 
says of the liquor traffic in that country :—" It 
would be impossible to find anything which stands 
for so much loss to soul, body, and estate as 
the public-house. Even if we accept the best case 
that can be made for it in principle, the fact is it 
is still a huge nuisance and misery, there is nol a 
vice, o¢ disease, or disorder, or a calamity of any 
kind that has not its frequent rise in the public- 
house. The public-house degrades, ruins, and 
brutalises a large faction of the British people. 


The saloon is the great and unrivalled barrier 
that impedes the poor man’s progtess lo indepen- 
dence and plenty. Into the coffers of the Amerie 
can saloon the wage-earners of the country gener- 
ously pour a billion of dollars a year. American 
opportunities are wasted: because of the maddening 
curse of drink. Destitution and want in this coun- 
try, in the vast majority of instances, are the result 
of profligate patronage of the saloon keeper "s 
business. If so many of the toilers of the land]. 
simply camp in the wilderness. of great tenement 
structures and drag out their lives in hopeless 
poverty, the lamentable fact is, to an alarming 
extent, the result of paying a too generous tribute 
to the liquor seller’s trade. 

lu a letter to the Tempérance Congress, Mr. 
Gladstoue confessed himself unable to master the 
difficulties. of the liquor question. He said: “I 
have no doubt that the local option principle is 
sonad, but they must be of sanguine temperament 
who believe that it is sufficient to dispose of the 
entire question. Of the scheme of mere limitation 
by reducing the number of licences, I have a poor 
opinion.” 

The experience of two Arctic explorers is 
valuable testimony for total abstinence. Captain 
Wiggins has navigated the stormy Siberian seas 
without the aid of alcohol and has returned in 
safety. The Norwegian explorer, Dr. Nansen, 
crossed Greenland, and says,—‘' My experience 
leads me to take a decided stand against the use 
of stimulants-and narcotics of all kinds, from tea 
and coffee on one hand, and tobacco and alcohol on 
the otter. The idea that one gains by stimulating 
the body and mind by artificial means: betrays, 
in my opinion, not only ignorance of the simplest 
physiological laws, but: also want of experience, 
or pe:haps- wont of capacity to learn from. ex- 
perience and by observation.” Mr. Gully, a great 
lawyer and the new Speaker of the House of Com. 
mons, statesthatalthough he has always been very 
abstemious, sittce becoming speaker he has never 
tasted intoxicating liquor, and finds that total 
abstinence has done isim mach good. All he drinks 
isa glass of Apollinaris water at lunch, 


. The famous judge, Sir Matthew Hale, said in 
hig: day :—** The place of:adjudicature I have long 
held inthis kingdom has given me an opportunity 
to observe the original cause of most of the enor- 
mities that have been committed for the space of 
neatly twenty years, aud by due observation 
[have found that if the murders and = man- 
slaughters, the burglaries and robberies, the tiots 
and tumults, and other enormities that have hap- 
pened. in that time were divided into five parts; four 
of them have been the issue and product of exces- 
sive drinking—of tavern and ale-house drinking. 


It should be known to: temperance people gete- 
rally.that. the festivities at Eastnor Castle and Rei- 
gate Priory, attendant upon the:coming of age of 
Mr. Somers Somerset, only child and heir of Lady 
Henry Somerset, and which involved well nigh 
two thousand guests, were conducted without the 
use of intoxicant liquors in any form, nor did tte 
fact excite-sufficient remark to lie reported by the 
Press. All honane to Lady Henry Somerset for 
her staunch adherence to principle, aed all honour 
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dust heap, the soul of their power will live again in 
transmigration through the zons of Occidental art. 
In proof of what we imayine,’ before we speak of 
the preat exhibition of Japanese paintings and 
coluureprints now being lreld in New York, we may 
notedthe ‘influence of Japanese upon French art, 
and this latter again upon English, in the hand- 
somely printed and illustrated bodk entitled 
* Oli World Japan: Legends of the Land of 
the Gods.” In this book, bythe way, the story- 
teller bas made abundant use of * Japanese Fairy 
World.” ‘The iilustrator, Mi. T. H. Robin- 
son, in furnishing twenty pietures, has made, 
IT think a striking success in blending the 
methods of Oriental and Qccidental art to 
set faith the essential features of the Japanese 
stories ‘in English, The general effect is very 
pleasing, notwithstanding that the old resident, NEWS FROM 71HE SOUTH. 
famibiar with the lights and shadows of rea? Japan- ene enna See 
ese life, sees some very un-Japanese things set 
forth as purporting to belong to the time of the 
Gods. Whatever modenn Japanese may do in the 
way of kissing and otherwise indulging in western 
fashions, it is very evident that in pre-historic 
days, certainly not Guing the Middle Ages of 
Coufuctian manners, did a Prince kiss a ‘Princess, 
pon the upper cheek. Other points, decidedly un- 
Japanese, which are in these pictures, give us a! 
hint, by the way, of the {inaccuracy and addition: 
of some colours not “local” in the average ‘* Ara-. 
bian ‘Nights’ picture made in Europe. But, 
taken asa whole, it must be confessed that Mr 
‘Robinson's pictures are-excellent speciments of 
Westen: conceptions and methods, as-p:ofoundly; 
influenced by Japanese autistic thought and exe- 
Culion, Sane 


The Ukio-yé exhibition in New York is finely, 
shown in three large and well-lighted rooms in the 
‘Fine Arts building, No. 215, West 57th Street. 
M. H. ‘Ketcham, an art dedler, who owns most of 
the pictures, having them and several thousand 
more Nishikieyé in his possession, has never been 
‘to Japan, but deals with transePacific native 
agents. ‘He is well acquainted with artists and 
others in the United States who had their eyes 
opened to this wonderful modern trover. He 
has ‘been so foitunate as to get Mr. Ernest 
‘F. Fenollosa to write the catalogue of one hundred 
and eighteen pages. ‘Tliis, in its way, is as valu- 
able as Dr. William Anderson’s famous catalogue 
of Chinese and Japanese paintings in the British 
Museum, printed in 1886, for which those who 
must know about Japan are perfectly willing to 
pay $7.50—though the American catalogue of 
Ukioeyé is but §.50. The fact that ‘Mr, 
Fenollosa was obliged to write his descriptions 
under a close time limit has given this text a glow 
which makes it delightful reading. To goto the 
exhibition without haste, but also without much 
rest, ina single morning, is to yet a clear and tm- 
pressive idea of the power of the masters of this 
one school in Japan’s long and wonderful career 
of art. Prof. Fenollosa, who has arranged-and 
dated the collection with the skill and success’ 
born of twenty years’ stndy of the subject, is also: 
giving lectures ‘in which the master-pieces of 
Orie:ttal and European ait are shown on the 
stereoptican, and what is best in both is proved 
to be identical. 


Almost as a matter of course, this exhibition is 
not “ popular,” in the sense that a hallet-dance or. 
current theatrical play is popular. Yet among 
artists, lovers of art, and collectors and students 
of whatever shows mastery of drawing, colour, 
perception, or artistic execution, the exhibition is 
both a delight and a revelation. The earliest 
piece, a screen on two panels, representing a 
lady with musical instrument and pupil, by Iwasa 
Matahei, is dated 1630. Thenceforward, especie 
ally from the opening of the i8th century, we 
have that marvellous development in black and 
white, and especially in colour printing, which. 
represented the social life and enjoyments of 
the people, down to about the time of (he appare 
tion of Perry’s fleet in Yedo Bay. Instead of the 
old hieratic art, and sepresentations of court lifa, 
and of the things most interesting to persons af 
tank and privilege, and in place of the landscape 
painting and sketches of nature, we have here 
the fun and frolic, joys and miseries, ‘life's 
little ispries,”’ the transient fashions and glories af 
the great mass of oe en people, especially 
in the large cities, and more particulacly in Yedq. 
The theatrical posters, the pictures of actors, the 
interiors of places both polite and socially shadowy, 
as well as the charms of life under the blossoming 
cherry and in boat and on scenery-viewing plate 
forms are here before us in geaphic skill and mar- 
vellous reality. If Murillo toiled and starved, 
scorning delights and living laborious days, to at- 
tain after death the aureole of immortality, so here 
these Japanese artists, often poor, hungry, and 
socially under the ban {as well as some that en- 
joyed social and pecuniary favour), won, long after 


death, the tribute of praise and the promise of 
endless fame in countries far remote. Think of 
it! These Nishiki-ye, once produced to sell at 
one, two, oc three sen ace now sought for as many 
dollars; yea, tens and hundreds of them. I saw one 
ttiptych, probably sold originally for the value of a 
modern tempo, marked “sold.” The price, I 
gathered on inquiry tobe one thousand dollars ! 
Otherssell at five hundred dollars and lower. True, 
these high-priced pictures are of the 17th century, 
but there is a screen by Hokusai which is marked 
Five Thousand Dollars. What could have been 
bought in 1850 and possibly in 1880 for two or 
three funded dollars, is here appraised at pos- 
sibly one hundred thousand dollars. W. E. 


country. These researches are expected to tate 
seven to eight months. Mr. Newton has, says the 
Sourbaya Couvant,'so distinguished himself inthe 
field of science that he wears five decorations, and 
he left Sourabaya the other day by steamer for 
Timor. The men-of-war sent from Maeno to Dilly 
are also no longer wanted, so completely have 
affairs quieted down. 

A Chinese passenger on board the steamer 
Amara,:eports a Hongkong contemporary, suse 
tained injuries, which have since proved fatal, 
under rather curious circumstances. The steamer 
was proceeding to auchar off Lamma Island, about 
eight o’cluck, and while a Chinese sailor was cast- 
ing the lead the passenger put his head out at a 
port-hole. The lead struck him behind the right 
ear, and the passenger was rendered unconscious. 
The injured man was removed from the ship by 
the compradore to the Tung Wah Hospital, whece 
he suecumbed to his injuries. 





There has just been brought to our knowledge, 
says the China Mail, an interesting incident that 
occurred.near Ceylon, in which the principal actors 
were H.M.S. Immortalité and the P. and O.. 
steamer Arcadia. Bad weather had been expeti-: 
enced from Aden, and the cruiser was overtaken, 
by the Avcadsa, that had left Aden two days later. 
The cruiser was plunging about in the heavy sea,’ 
and the mail steamer was having no less lively a: 
time of it, too lively in fact for the comfort of her 
passengers. Gradually the mail steamer overtook 
the Jmmortalité, aud as the vessels drew nearer it: 
was seen that -the cruiser was being brought into 
the track of the P. & O. ship. Signals were 
hoisted and answered by the Arcadia. The Cap-' 
tain and officers of the Jmmortalité had learned at 
Aden of the invasion of the Transvaal by Dr. 
Jameson, and knowing that the Avcadia had left 
Aden after them she wanted to hear the latest in- 
telligence. Within a hundred yards of each 
other the semaphores were set to work, and the 
latest telegrams were communicated to the officers 
of the warship. In spite of the roughness of the 
weather, the crew of the Lmmortalité swarmed 
upow the boats and upper decks, while he band 
played “ Rule Britannia.” ‘Having received the 
thanks of Captain Chichester, the Arcadia forged 
ahead, and while the band of the cruiser played 
“Auld Lang Syne” the crew gave three hearty 
cheers, which were cordially responded to by the 
passengers and crew of the mail steamer. The 
incident lent pleasant variety to the passengers of 
the mail steamer, broke into the tedium of the 
voyage, and by arousing a strong feeling of 
patriotism helped them to forget the sor:ows of 
sea-sickness. 

A Batavia correspondent writes to the S#ga- 
pore Free Press :—As to trade between Russia and 
the Netherlands, Russia is endeavouring to facili- 
tate the export of raw materials and produce to 
the Netherlands. She especially wishes that the 
direct import of products from the Netherlands 
India colonies should also be facilitated. Russia 
receives such produce, up to now, by a circuitous 
route, viz., by way of England and Hamburg, thus 
causing the Russian imparters a lot of expense, 
and making the articles much dearer than they 
would be otherwise. 

Le Coursier de Saigon recently published an 
editorial article condemning the arsenal at Saigon, 
which it characterises as a feeble and faithful re- 
production of the arsenals of Fiance, where, it is 
asserted, all is confusion and disorder. 

Many years.ago a statue of Queen Victoria was 
presented to the Colony of Hongkong, and the 
Government gave a place in the centre of the city 
of Victoria for a site. The statue duly arrive 
ed and was placed in the Kowloon godowns. 
There it has semained ever since, despite occa- 
sional references in the local press to its forlorn 
aud forsaken condition. The China Masi of the 
1oth Feb. printed the following paragraph, that 
may be taken as foreshadowing a possibility of 
the statue at length seeing the light of a Hong- 
kong day :—" At last a few stones have been placed 
in position for the pedestal of the Queen’s Statue, 
If the time devoted to the preparation of the base 
for the reception of the statue be taken asa Crie 
terion of the rate at which this work is to proceed, 
it is just possible that this noble piece of statuary 
may be erected before the close of the century.” 

serious fire at Colombo on the 22nd of January 
placed the petroleum tanks in jeopardy. For- 
tunately, the danger was averted. 

The Sourabaya Courant says that order has been 
restored in Portuguese Timor and that the Goe 
vernor has sent back many of the troops despatchi- 
ed there to pat down the rising. The Governor is. 
said to be anxious to further the welfare of the 
colony, and to have shown much prudence in put- 
ting affairs in order after the disturbances. The 
Governor has besides taken steps for the scientific l : : 
exploration of the Colony. He has engaged aj answer was vague and indefinite, but as‘he did not 
scientific expert, named Newton, to investigate wish to take up the time of the Court unnecessarily 
the fauna, flora, and geological features of the “tre would proceed ‘to ‘state his-case. The claim 


U.S. CONSULATE-GENEKAL COURZ. 
—_—__—__@—__—___—_— 
Before N. W. MclIvor, Esq,, sitting as Judge. 
Friday, Kebruary 14th. 


SARDA V. TYLER.—A CLAIM FOR RENT. 


This was a claim for $437.50 for rent of pre- 
mises, No. 161, Yokohama Settlement, fram tst 
September, 1895, to agth January, 1896, brought 
by Paul Sarda, a French citizen, qgainat Thomas 
‘P. Tyler, an American citizen, both resident in 
Yokohama. Mr. G. H. Scidmore appeared for the 
plaintiff, and Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu for the de- 
fendant. 

The o:der as to the deposit.of costs had bean 
complied with by the plaintiff, the defendant being 
satisfied with the amount depasited, $25. The 
right of having the case heard by ;assessors was 
waived by consent of Counsel. 

Mr. Scidmore briefly opened his case by read- 
ing the petition and answer. In the answer, the 
defendant admitted that he occupied and still does 
occupy the premises at No. 261, but he denied 
that the use and occupation of the premises for 
the period named was reasonably worth $437.50 
and that the defendant had uot paid this sum or 
any part thereof. Defendant’s answer further 
stated :— 

That in the begining of August last the Plaintiff 
entered into a partnership contract with the Defea- 
dant and one E. Whittall to carry on the business of 
manufacturing boxes, and agreed to put in-as his share 
of the capital thereof the sum of 2,000 yen. 

That the Plaintiff has‘ failed to pay the said sum 
of 2,coo yer or any part thereof. 

That up to the time of such partnership agreement 
the Defendant had been enjoying the said premises, 
together with the use of certain machinery belonging 
to the Yokohama Engine and Iron Works, Ltd., at a 
monthly rental of 60 yer. 

That the rent demanded by the Plaintiff ‘in his 
petition is at the rate of 87.50 yes per mensem with- 
out the use of the machinery aforesaid. 

That the Defendant could have obtained the lease 
of the premises in question in his own name, but that 
the Plaintiff obtained the same for the benefit of the 
partnership business aforesaid and has failed to ac- 
count to his co-partners for any benefit that has ace 
crued to them therefrom. 

‘That the Plaintiff purchased from the Defendant 
2,500 boards for his own private use at the price of &6 
boards to the yen, making a total of 156.25 yen, and 
that the said Plaintiff has never paid said sum or any 
part thereof. 

That by the partnership agreement aforesaid the 
Plaintiff undertook to keep the box factory supplied 
with sufficient boards to carry out all contracts obtains 
ed by them, but that he has failed to do so and has by 
such failure forced the Defendant to give up certain 
valuable contracts, thus causing him great loss and 
hardship. 

That the Defendant isnot indebted to the Plain- 
tiff, but on the contrary that the Plaintiff owes the 
Defendant a large sum of money. 

Mr. Scidmore continuing said that before pro- 
ceeding further he had a- motion to-file on behalf of 
the plaintiff. It was that defendant be ordered to 
stiike out paragraph 9 of the answer, as the Court 
had no jurisdiction to entertain a counter-claim 
againet the plaintiff. 

His Honour—On the ground that it sets up -8 
counter-claim and not an off-set P 

Mr. Scidmore—Yes. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu—Before proceeding 
further, I may as well say that I have looked into 
the matter and find that it is in the nature of.a 
counter-claim rather than of an off-set, and I agree 
to the paragraph being struck out. 

His Honoure[ sustain the:motion. 

Mr. Scidmore said the rest of the defendant's 
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was for recovery of rent due on an implied con- 
tract. Counsel quoted the law on the relation of 
landlord and tenant in cases of implied contract, 
and then called 


Paul Sarda, who on being sworn, deposed to being 
the plaintiff in the case. He said—I am the land- 
lord of No. 161, the premises mentioned inthe peti- 
tion. I have been landlord of them since the rath 
September. Mc. Tyler was then in part occupa- 
tion of the premises, the other part being occupied 
by the Engine and Iron Works. Me. Tylec was 
informed of my becoming landlord of the property. 
The part occupied by Mr. Tyler is the most valuable 
because it has more frontage, being on the corner 
and fronting two streets. The pait occupied by 
the Iron Works faces the Canal. As business 
premises, the part occupied by Mr. Tyler was the 
most valuable. The Engine Works pay me 
$87.50 per month asrent, Mr. Tyler has not paid 
rent to me since the first of September: I have 
applied to him several times, orally and by letter. 
Mr. Tyler made no reply toa letter of rgth Decem- 
ber, demanding payment of rent for four months, I 
sent this letter by registered mail as I did not know 
where he was living. I have sent messages to him 
at a small bar-room at No. 76, because I heaid 
that he was often there. There is no partnership 
between Tyler and myself: there never has been. 
I never agreed to enter into partnership with him. 
Mr. Whittall approached me on the subject, and I 
said I would see what the workings of the box fac- 
tory for two months were before I could do anything 
in the mater. I said that I would see what the run- 
ning produced before giving a final answer. I 
made no agreement to enter into a partnership 
atthat time. The factory was stopped because of 
lack of boards, and I purchased some boards, at 
Mr. Whittall’s request, for the factory. ‘They were 
paid for by him. I charged no commission, my 
idea being that unless I could help the factory to 
get boards, I could not see how the enterprise 
would work. No report has even been made to me 
as to the result of the operations of the factory. I 
have made no search for information. The 
factory has not been worked to my knowledge 
since I saw Mr. Whittall. I have received no 
information that would enable me to decide as to 
whether I should enter into a partnetship or wot. 
I am engaged in the building trade, am an 
architect by profession, and have a good deal of 
property on building lease; beside other property. 

I know the tendency of rentsin Yokohama. They 
have gone up since the 1st of September, nearly 50 
per cent., both in the Settlement and on the Bluff. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu— 
There is no fence on the property at 161, dividing 
Mr. Tyler from the fron Works. I believe he has 
larger premies now than he had when he entered 
into occupation. [ supplied neither the Iron Works 
nor Mr. Tyler with any machinery or any tools, 
I have heard that there was a boiler and engine 
on the portion of the premises occupied by Mr. 
Tyler, which belong to the Iron Works, but I do 
not know. I cannot say on which side the boiler 
would have stood had a fence been erected between 
the two occupiers before I had anything to do with 
the property. The rent was named in conversation 
long before the demand note was sent in on the 
4th December. ‘The suggestion contained in the 
letter of that date bore reference to the premises 
on the other side of the lot, which I owned. I 
thought that it might be possible that Mr. Tyler 
Might want more space, and I wanted the matter 
settled definitely both in regard to rent and space, 
If I had decided to join the pattnership with Mr. 
Whittall and Mr. Tyler, my share would have 
been $2,000, as Mr. Tyler had said the capital was 
$6,000. But I made no definite answer to the pro- 
posal, as I did not know the value of the machinery 
or the amount of the turneover, I was willing to 
take a third-share in the business, had I gone in for 
it. This conversation occurred in the presence of 
Mr. Whittall. Ido wot knowthe date. Ido not 
know whether Ihad a lease of the property then or 
not, though as a matter of fact negotiations for the 
transfer of the lease were opened two years ago, 
when I took No. 163. My lease began in August. 
I wrote a letter to Mr. Whittall on the 13th Sep- 
tember, in which I refer to some contracts for de- 
livery of boards in Yokohama: I wrote another 
on the same subject on the toth September to the 
same person. I also acknowledge sending the 
following :— 


Yokohama, 2oth january, 1806. 

Dear Mr. Whittall,—I am in receipt of your aid and 
I will call at your office to-morrow morning. The bearer, 
who has the boards, wants me to ask you to give hima 
‘cheque of a thousand yens; says that in a short time we 
shall receive another shipment of about seven or eight 
thousand boards: so that we shall start the work of the 
box factory. I hope that we shall be able to carry on our 
undertaking in spite of the difficulties we have had to meet. 


Yours truly, P. SARDA. 
I used the language in this letter on the under- 
standing that the undertaking named in it was 


to so arrange the business that I could see the} Mr. Sarda said “ we are partners from this on.” 


box factory in working order. This could nat 
be done without boards. I had been told by the 
parties that they could not get boards, and I was 
doing the best I could to get boards for them in 
order that I might have an opportunity to judge of 
the value of the business and machinery. I re- 
ceived no report of the working of the business; I 
asked for none, because it was understood that 
when the factory was started I could go myself 
frequently and make my own inspection, 

Mr. Scidmoce asked for information as to whe- 
ther the defendant wished to prove that the 
partnership was in existence from the first August. 

Mr. Uchiyama—Yes, from the beginning of 
August. 

Witness continuing—I have heard that Mr. 
Whittall had to give up a contract because suffi- 
cient boards could not be obtained, but I do not 
kuow of this of my own knowledge. 

Mr. Uchiyama Rossetsu said that the defence 
was clearly set out in the answer filed in Court, 
though the Counsel on the other side had been 
pleased to charactetise it as vague and indefinite. 
The answer plainly showed that there is a sum of 
money due by plaintiff to defendant in excess of 
the claim made by him, but here in this country 
extiatertitoriality prevailed and in consequence 
no countereclaim would lay. For that reason the 
defendant filed a petition fora set-off. But, in point 
of fact, there is a large sum of money owing by 
plaintiff to the defendant. The rent ought never 
to have been raised on the 4th September, and 
this fact alone precluded plaintiff from demand- 
ing the higher sum from the 1st of September. 
Secondly, the rent was in excess of what might 
reasonably be charged for such premises. Third- 
ly, the plaintiff himself being a partner in the 
concern is himself liable for one-third, and finally 
there is owing to defendant $2,000, which plaintiff 
became responsible for after the 6th or 7th 
August, after the conversation when he agreed 
then and there, to become a partner with de- 
fendant. I now call 

T. P. Tyler who was sworn and deposed—At the 
beginning of August I was the owner of the box 
factory mentioned in this case. Previous to 
this Thad occupied the premises for two or three 
years. I first tented them from the Yokohama 
Engine and Iron Works. I paid them $60 per 
month. It included, beside premises, a boiler, 
engine, and shafting, which I had the use of. 
I understand engines, having had to do with 
them for the last twenty years or more. The 
proper rental of such machinery, I should con- 
sider, would be 30 yex amonth. Mr. Kildoyle, the 
previous lessor, told me he was paying 30 yer for 
the same premises. — . 

Mr. Scidmore—This is rather indirect evidence. 

His Honour—-I am allowing considerable lati- 
tude. This is indirect third-rate evidence. 

Mr. Scidmore thought it was wasting time to 
take it. 

Witness continuing—In the beginning of Au- 
gust last IT had a conversation with Mr, Sarda, 
in the presence of Mr. Whittall. At that time 
Mr. Whittall was wot interested in the box 
factory. Our conversation then had reference 
lo a pattnership between Mr, Whittall and 
Mr. Sarda with myself. The partnership was 
settled that day. Mc. Sarda agreed to become 
a partner with us, and also agreed to pay a cer- 
tain sum of money to become a partner. Mr. 
Sarda had to pay, as his share, $2,000; that was 
one-third. He agreed to do this two months from 
the date of our conversation, At that time Mr. 
Sarda said nothing as to his having the lease of 
the premises, ‘The respective duties of the part- 
ners were agreed too as follows :—Mr. Sarda was 
to buy the boards, Mr. Whittall was to do the 
financing, and I was to run the box factory. 
It was also arranged that I was to draw out $150 
a month for the first six months, as living exe 
penses. Mr. Sarda has never paid to me or any- 
one acting for me or the partnership, the sum 
of $2,000, or any portion thereof, Me. Sarda, 
subsequently, (ook up the duty assigned to him 
of buying the boards and supplying them to the 
concern, He did not supply them in such aman- 
ner as lo enable the box factory to run. 

An adjournment was then taken till halfepast 
nine o’clock on Saturday morning. 


Saturday, February 15th. 


Mr. G. H. Scidmore appeared for the plaintiff, 
and Mr, Uchiyama Rosettsu for the defendant. 
On the Court resuming its sitting this morning, 
Mr. Scidmore said that according to the printed 
evidence in the case, it was stated that plaintiff 
had been landlord since the rath September; this 
was incorrect, the date should have been the Ist. 
Mr. Uchtyama said he would admit this. 
Thomas Tyler, continuing, said—At the end of 
the conversation at which I claimed partnership, 
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Plaintiff has never handed me any of the contracts 
for boards. Mr, Whittall asked him— 

This was objected to and sustained. 

Continuing, witness said—I remember being ine 
formed by plaintiff that he had paid $200 ona 
contract for boards, I have never repaid him, nor 
has he demanded it. I know of no reason why he 
did not do so. I have demanded of Sarda the pay- 
ment of the $2,000. This was a little over twomonths 
aftec the conversation, Sarda replied that he did 
not have the money at the time, and suggested 
that Whittall should advance the money, which he 
refused. I gave Sarda the number of boards 
required and the quantity the machine would turn 
out a day—about 80,000 boards a month. Up to 
date he supplied me with 19,000 to 20,000 boards 
—the last lot being supplied on the 8th or oth of 
his month. During the first two months of the 
conversation no boards were supplied at all. 
When I first met Sarda I mentioned the large 
contracts I had in view—22,000 boxes a month 
for 12 months, I was forced to give this up 
on account of not having boards sufficient to 
keep the machine going, This was in the latter 
pait of December. The reason of the factory not 
running at all, as stated by Mr. Sarda, was be- 
cause of the want of boards. Mr. Sarda told me 
he had taken over the lease in the latter part of 
August or early in September. Whittall was 
present at the time, and remarked, ‘* Then 
you have leased the property for the benefit of 
the box factory?” Mr. Sarda said nothing to 
this. I teceived a letter dated the 8th January, 
1896, demanding rent and the removal of 
the machinery in March. He never demanded 
rent until the latter end of December. Previous 
to the 4th December he wrote to me about the 
boundary line between the Engine and Iron 
Works and the Box Factory, but he made no 
demand for the payment of rent. The box factory 
premises are practically the same as before—a 
brick godown has been pulled down and a fence 
put round the place occupied by it. I never had 
any conversation with Sarda about the payment of 
$87.50 as rent, except once, when we disagreed. 

Cross-examined—The box factory was in my 
possession to do with as I liked. It was owned 
by the E. & I, Works, Whittall, and myself, There 
was lo wrillen agreement and no conversation took 
place relative toa writen contract. I took Sarda 
asa man of his word. All the money advanced 
was done by Whittall; Sarda said he had no 
money, so I never asked him for it except the 
$2,000. Sarda and Whittall were to put in $2,000 
each, while Iran the plant. It was an actual sale 
of the plant to the other partners, I demanded 
the $2,000 from Sarda as his share in the concern. 
The money was to be paid to me for my share. 
Have been in business off and on for 40 years ; have 
sometimes written memorandums, at other times 
nothing. 

Edward Whittall, sworn, said—I cemember 
taking part in a conversation between Tyler, 
Sarda, and self on business matters. It was a cone 
versation arranged by myself at my office relative 
to Mc, Tylet’s tea box factory. [had no interest 
in the factory, only having given Tyler orders 
for a given number of tea boxes monthly. He 
was unable to complete the contract through 
lack of boards. ‘Then it occurred to me we 
might get it through Sarda. The conversation 
was lo the effect that we would try and carry on the 
business of Mr. Tyler, each to have a third in- 
terest. Sarda agreed, but would not join for two 
mouths, as he wished to see how it worked. There 
were subsequent meetings at which Sarda agreed 
to contract for boards as he could do so cheaper 
than anybody else. He went up specially for this 
business to Sendai, was away for a month, and was 
very sanguine on his retucn, although he had done 
nothing. Mr, Sarda at a subsequent meeting con- 
firmed hisdesire toenter the partnership. This was 
when the planks were contracted for; otherwise I 
would not have advanced the money. He examined 
the machinery and stated his willingness to go on 
with the arrangement. He did not mention the 
sum of $2,000, but [ understood he would put it up. 
[ then became a partner inthe concern. I put up 
$1,800 previously advanced to Tyler, and this was 
stipposed to cover my advance of $2,000, no in- 
terest being paid. At a later interview, Sarda ine 
formed me he had secured Lot 161 at a very low 
price. He seemed pleased, and so was I, that he 
had secured it for the partnership. I do not 
know what rent was paid at the time, but 
learnt subsequently it was $60 per month, It 
was arranged Sarda should look after the boards, 
Tyler to do the work, and Ithe financing. Sarda 
immediately commenced to do his share of the 
work, He furnished boards during last year, 
but none during the first two months. Up to date 
he has furnished about 19,000 boards—the Jast 800 
came in some time this month, not many days 
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ago. Sarda wrote to me once or twice about rent, | suddenly raised without notice being given, and 


but I replied that I knew nothing about the pay- 
ment of cent. There is a dispute pending between 
Sarda, the Eugine works, and Tyler about sent. 
Sarda asked me on one occasion whether I could 
not wmrange a loan for hin to put into the box 
factory, but I refused to do so as I had already 
sufficient in the concern, [have seen two of the 
contracts made by Mr. Sarda, but he declined to 
give them to me because they were not in my 
name, The $200 referred to by Mr. Sarda as 
paid by him in his letter was never repaid to him, 
nor ever demanded for him by any one. T pave 
Sarda to understand that we wanted sufficient 
boards for 550 boxes a day, for which we had con- 
tracts, When the question of the non-payment of 
the $2,000 came up between us recently, we had a 
little hot argument, and I mentioned to him that 
as he had taken Tyler into Court on account 
of tent which was due on account of parte 
nership and not Mr. ‘Tyler, consequently he 
us well as I was liable for a thied of it, Me. 
Sarda replied, “ Cettainly, I shall pay my share.” 
When contracts were made for boards Carda al. 
ways sent the Japanese to me for payment of the 
advance, which I paid, except the last time when 
he asked for $500, which I refused to pay. I am 
at present a partner in the concern, For lack of 
boards I was obliged to hand the contract over to 
another firm. I don’t know whether Sarda has 
made any improvements on the premises, 

Crosseexamined—No rent was a:ranged for the 
premises. [understood that he had obtained the 
lease for the factory, as he seemed very pleased. 
This partnership arrangement was never reduced 
in writing. ITmentioned it toSarda, when he said 
Oh, it will be all right.” I understood that it 
would be. Ihave put the transactions through 
my own books in an account for the box factory. 
My vote of the 2oth Jan. could in no way convey the 
fact that all arrangements had not been perfected. 

Re-examined—I meant him to understand that 
sufficient boxes were now on hand to be able to 
turn out an invoice. 

Mr. Uchiyama, in addressing the Court, re- 
marked that his client was a gentleman neaily 
seventy years of age, who, during the forty 
years he had been in business, had never once 
been in Court.. He was well known in Yokohama 
asa man of probity who carried out his business 
contracts. In this case the existence of a partners 
ship was clearly proved by the witness, Whittall, 
that on a certain day in August a meeting took 
place between the three at which Sarda was ap- 
- proached about the business of the box factory of 
Tyler. Satda agreed to join the pastuercship and 
put up $2,000 as his share, the whole business 
being valued at $6,000. Whittall there and then 
with Sarda became a partner with Tyler. The 
contracts before the Court were both verbal. The 
rent had never been mentioned and Sarda had 
never asked for it. Of course it was only natural 
that cent should be paid, but nothing was fixed as 
to this. The letters written by plaintiff showed 
distinctly that he was a partner in the firm: he 
bought goods for the fiimand charged nothing for 
his trouble or commission, At the outset he wanted 
two months to consider the proposal to see how 
it woiked, but from the end of October he began 
to buy boards for the fiem till the 20th January. 
A letter written’ by hin on that date showed he 
knew he was a partner in the business. All of 
Whittall’s evidence had been corroborated by the 
defendant as to the fact of Sarda not having put 
in his share of $2,000 and saying that he would 
pay one third the rent anyhow. Sarda may 
be a very philanthropical man, but for him to 
work as he did and catty on a commission 
business without charging commission was very 
improbable. He had also sent his head man, 
and had even gone himself to get boards for 
the making of tea-boxes, and had made no 
charge for expenses, leave alone the trouble. 
He might say that he had done this to help the 
business. He had by his own letter acknowledg- 
ed the payment of $200 on account of the box 
factory, which sum had never been paid back nor 
asked for. He knew he was indebted in the sum of 
$2,000 to the firm, which he promised to pay, and 
this $200 was part payment thereof. Otherwise 
he would have demanded interest besides. Sarda 
in his evidence said he knew nothing about the 
boards, but his letters proved that he knew 
exactly what was wanted. The evidence of 
defendant and his witnesses had been cor 
roborated by the letters. These proved that 
Sarda was and is a partner in the concen, 
and deducting the rent claimed even, this would 
leave a large balance in defendant’s favour, 
As to the second point, that was, the rent of 
$87.50 per month, till December, no arrange. 
ment, it was evident, had been made relative to 
tent, but something hadto be paid. Counsel then 
commented on the fact of the rent having been 


in conclusion claimed that if the first point of his 
argument was lost, which he thought was improb- 
able, he could come to his second point and claim 
a great reduction of rent. He further prayed 
that the case he dismissed with costs. 

Mr. Scidmore remacked that if men made no 
mistakes in business, there would be no work for 
Courts or lawyers. This case was due to the 
paities failing to understand each other and there 
had been no written agreement. He would fist 
refer to thé question of rent. As there had been 
no agreement on this, plaintiff had claimed what 
he considered fair. The rent paid in the past was 
not a fair valuation. According to plaintiff, rents 
in Yokohama had tisew much of late. On the 
same compound the Engine and Iron Works paid 
$87.50 for one frontage, while Tyler had two front- 
ages, consequently his side of the compound was 
superior tothe other, The difference on this subject 
could have been arranged in October. As to the 
question of the alleged partnership, it was not the 
opinion of Tyler and Whittall that there was a 
partnership to make itone. It was a question of 
law. Sarda had intimated that he would join in 
when satisfied with the working of the concern, 
Up to the goth January the alleged partnership 
was wot entered into. In addition, Whittall 
admits that the partnership should be reduced to 
writing, all of which points to the conclusion the 
partnership was in an inchoate form and should 
have been seduced into proper shape. This would 
have included rent and compensation to Tyler, 
which hé had not received nor had asked for. 

His Honour, in delivering judgment, said it 
seemed to him no question of law was involved, 
only a question of factas to the partnership between 
these three men, Whittall, Sarda, and Tyler. If 
such partnership existed defendant’s contention 
was well grounded, and he was entitled to the relief 
of this Court. Astothe opinion of Whittall and 
Tyler relative to their relationship, it was hardly a 
controlling factor. It was the acts and words made 
use of which decided whether there was or was 
not a partnership in weighing the actions of the 
patties at the time, irrespective of what they 
thought now. Greatcarelessness had been shown 
by the parties as to their relationship. Some de- 
finite arrangement should have been made. The 
evidence was conclusive that a partnership did 
exist. He hadaright to the rent of the premises, 
but had wo right to sue defendant ashe had done. 
The rent should have been charged against the 
partnership. The case would therefore be dise 
missed, plaintiff to pay the costs of petition. 


THE INTERPORT FOOTBALL 


MATCH. 
ee enn 
The match between Yokohama and Kobe was 
played on the latter’s ground on Saturday after- 
noon, the teams being composed as follows :— 


YOKOHAMA. Kops. 
tee Goal ante 
F. J. Lias . Braess 
H. E. Allcock i Backs Lightfoot 
B. Mason G. Braess 
W. Goddard Half-backs ¢ Barton 
H. E. Campbell Meek 
H. R. Mair Centre Lucas 
A. J. Watt , ; Caheldu 
A ihergh ein re 
. Goddar . . P. Bethe 
H. S. Goddard i Left wing | Wilkinson 


The teams came upon the ground punctually at 
three o’clock. Fo: an hour previously snow had 
been falling, and unfortunately it continued 
throughont the game, making the ground 
exceedingly slippery, though this may be said 
to have added not a little to the excitement 
of the game. Yokohama kicked off from the 
southern end of the field with the wind against 
them. Within five minutes the first goal was nade 
for Kobe by Lucas, whose excellent shooting, it 
may here be remarked, was a feature of the after= 
noon. The spectators were not long in coming to 
the conclusion that the home team was the better 
of the two. Kobe attacked the Yokohama goal in 
fine form, and kept the play well within their op- 
ponents’ territory. Allcock, passing to Mason, 
at last succeeded in getting the ball well up the 
field, but Tate and Lightfoot sent it back again 
to Cabeldu, dribbling the ball up the field pursued 
by Lias. Cabeldu; on getting neatly up to the 
corner, shot it to centte, and Lucas made a fine 
kick for goal. The ball, however, passed closely 
over. 

Kobe’s second goal was made by Bethell, who 
fully justified his inclusion in the team. Shortly 
alterwards Lucas seut another ball home, but it 
was given as an off-side ball. Another attempt 
was made by Wilkinson, but Lias defeated it. At 
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half-time, therefore, the score was in favour of 
Kobe by two goals to nui. 

In the second half of the game the Yokohama 
team showed much better form, but a quarter of 
an hour elapsed before they made their first and 
only goal, though they had defeated two or three 
rushes by Kobe. This goal was splendidly shot 
by the left wing man, H. S. Goddard. When 
the ball was returned into the territory of the 
visitors, Bethell made a good kick for goal, but 
kicked tou high. 

Yokohama at this time was playing up well, aud 
made another determined tush for goal; but Tate 
was ow the alert and saved it. Getting the ball 
up the field again by some capital passing, Hutton 
scored another goal for the home team, f.ucas 
shortly afterwards making a good kick, for another, 
which the keeper, however, smartly saved. The 
ball was sent down the field again, returned by 
Light-foot, sent back again, and then passed up 
by W. Biaess to Wilkinson, who made a fine kick 
for goal, but the ball struck the post. There was 
another off-side cried against Kobe, and the final 
goal was kicked by Hutton on time. 

Although the game was played under difficulties, 
ithad some good points. The passing of Kobe 
was uniformly good. The team played well toge- 
ther, and if we were tempted to particularise it 
would be to mention the excellent judgment 
shown by Wilkinson, and the interesting, plucky, 
and tricky play of Meek. The play of the 
Yokohama teani was very uneven; they ap- 
peared to suffer from want of practice; but Mair 
and Lias played a good game throughout, and 
both did some fine bivciie work. Mr. Franklin 
acted as referee. 

Mr. Rizetti’s band discoursed a selection of music 
during the afternoon. Considering the weather 
there was a far number of spectators, but a great 
lack of enthusiasm. There was barely sufficient 
to raise a cheer at the conclusion of the game.— 
Chronicle. 


GREAT FIRE AT KOBE. 
a 
A WHOLB BLOCK BURNT OUT. 


About two o’clock on Friday morning fire broke 
out in Sakae-machi, which has proved to be more 
extensive than any which has happened in Kobe 
within the recollection of the oldest inhabitant, 
How it originated does not seem to be definitely 
known. Two accounts are current—one that 
Chinese fireeworks were the cause; the other that 
it was thework of an incendiary. 

The wind was high at the time of the outbreak 
and blowing from the west, in which quarter it 
continued for an hour. It was little thought then, 
however, that it would spread to the Bund. Fire 
alarms wece set guing and engines came upon the 
scene from all quarters of the city, the Settlement 
Brigade included. Superintendent Sim directed 
the efforts of the men, and it certainly was owing 
to his excellent judgment that the property 
destroyed is not double what it actually is. The 
walter supply in Sakae-machi was soon exhausted, 
and hose had to be taken the whole distance to 
the hatoba. The flames spread from house to 
house with alarming rapidly. The Chinese houses 
were hopelessly doomed, and imminent danger 
was threatening the foreign residences in Division 
Street, and there were well-grounded fears that the 
flames would leap across the street and take hold 
of the Settlement. Thanks to the efficient way in 
which the efforts of the fire brigades were direct- 
ed, this was however, fortunately avoided. Tak- 
ing in the situation at a glance, Superintendent 
Sim disposed his men at three points,—in Sakaee 
machi, Uchi kaiganedori, and the Native Bund— 
and while the tons of water poured upon the buine 
ing mass failed to appreciably diminish the cone 
flagration they were able at length to stay the 
progress of the flames. There was wo time for 
the occupants of the doomed houses to save their 
goods and chattels, and the occupiers have suffer- 
ed like the owners of the houses. 

Very few of the houses, as far as we have been 
able to ascertain, were occupied by foreigners, 
and what foreigners ace affected do not appear 
to have suffered extensively. Mr. G. H. Why- 
mark and Messts. Jack Young & Co. (where 
Mr. Helm with his family occupied the upper 
part of the premises), appear to have suffered 
most. Iu neither case was any of the furni- 
ture saved. The two back houses formerly 
belonging to the Hiogo Hotel were burnt to the 
ground. No 38a was also destroyed. These 
premises were occupied by three or four firms— 
Collins & Co. on the ground floor; Sennett & Co. 
(who were bunt out of their former office only 
teu days ago) occupied the second floor with G. Le 
Boy & Co., and the top floor was in the occupation 
of Bretschineider & Biller. The Hiogo Hotel bar 
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and billiard rooms escaped injury, and so also 
have the offices of the Hiogo News, though 
the very next building has been gutted. ‘he 
insurance companies have been saved some 
very heavy losses, for the foreign property 
bordering on Division Street we understand 
is insured for heavy amounts. Thelosses incurred 
by foreigners ace in most cases we learn covered 
to some extent by insurance. 

The firemen, as we go to press, still continue to 
pour water on the seething mass, and the scene of 
devastation has been visited during the mocuing 
by hundreds of persons. 

About half-past nine the excitement was renew- 
ed on an alarm being raised that the roof of the 
Hiogo Hotel kitchen was alight. Superintendent 
Sim at once put a brigade to work, and witha 
couple of nozzles and the use of au axe it was ex- 
tinguished in ten minutes. 


All day yesterday, says Saturday’s Chronicle, 
the débris smouldered, and as a stiff little breeze 
was maintained, Superintendent Sim kept the 
engines in readiness to return lo the scene imme- 
diately on the appearance af any sign of further 
danger. Fortunately, however, there was uo ac- 
casjon to call the brigades out again. Mr. Sim 
saw the fire from his bedroom and was the first to 
raise the alarm, and the Settlement Fire Brigade 
was consequently the first on the spot. The fire 
is said to have originated in a charcoal godown in 
Sakae-machi, Nichome, but more probability is 
attached by the Japanese police to the assertion 
that it began in an old shed where camphor 
barrels were made. obody, however, had been 
working in the shed since five o’clack, but as the 
premises were easily accessible, it is thought that 
beggars may have taken refuge there and kindled 
a i to warm themselves. e omilted to men- 
tion yesterday the assistance rendered in the ex- 
tinction of the fire by a detachment of marines 
from the Oshima Kan. The total number of 
houses destroyed was 87 or 88, of which 42 weve 
occupied by Japanese and a similar wumber by 
Chinese, only four being European houses. ‘Mhe 
Yushin Nippo evumerates amoung the losses 
© millions of Nankin mushi.” Only two firemen 
were hurt, and it is satisfactory to learn that their 
injucies were slight. 


—- 


PULE-TIDE AT OSBORNE. 


In an article desctibing the manner in which 
Christmas is kept by the Queen, the St. Fames's 
Gasette of the 24th of December gives the follow- 
ing as one of the Royal Christmas Menus :— 


Purée of Celery & la Crémie. Nougats de Pommes, 
Cream of Rice a I’Indienne. Tourte de Pommes a la Co- 
Purée of Pheasant & la Chas- _ bourg. 
seur. Gelée de Citron, 
Soles frites. Sauce aux An- (On THE siDsBoaRD:— 
chois. 
Woodcocks a la Robert, Boar's Head. 
Quenelles of Fowls & l’essence. Baron ot Beef. 
Salmi of Widgeon A la Biga- Woodcock Pie.) 
made, Wings. 
Horder of Rice garnished with Sherry or Amontillado. 
& purée of Pheasants. Dry white wines. 
Filet de Boeuf. ; Champagne and Moselle. 
Roast Turkey 4 la Périgord. Burgundy and Rordeaux. 
Roast Goose 4 |’ Anglaise. Malmsey. Madeira. 
“Liqueurs. 


Port, sherry, Madeira, claret. 

(Balmoral whisky and A'polli- 
naris for the use of her Ma- 
jesty, who takes nothing 
else.) ° 


Faisans. 
zelinottes, 
lum-pudding. 
Mince-pies a l’Anglaise. 
* Pudding A la Gotha. 
Pudding de Cabinet. 








AUSTRALIAN PLATINUM. 
——— 

The assertion that New South Wales is ex- 
Ceptionally rich in the useful minerals has again 
become verified by the discovery of valuable 
platinum deposits at Fifield, in the western portion 
of the.colony,.of which the Parkes auriferous repion 
forms part. Platinum bas previously been re» 
coded as occuring inthe colony in the sea beaches 
between the Richmond and Clarence rivers, on 
the northern coast 5 in ironstone and decomposed 
gneiss near Broken Hill, and grains of the metal 
have not infrequently been met with by miners 
working various autiferous drifts in different parts: 
of the colony. But until the opening up of the 
Fifield platina deposits there had been no produce 
‘tut upon a Commercial scale. The field was first 
open up in 1893, though the presence of platinum 
was recorded many years previously by a working 
miner, who received Government aid to prospect 
the distcict. The formations represented are 
Silurian slates, intruded by diorite, and fossifer- 
ous sandstones aod limestone of Devonian or 
Siluca-Devonian age. ‘Ihe platiniferous lead is a 
little aver a mile long. It varies in width from 60 
to 450 feet, and is covered with from 60 to 70 feet 
afloam. The precious metals are practically con- 
fined to.the bedrock and the drift for three inches 
above the bottom. Nuggets which weighed froma 
few grains up to sdwt. have been occasionally 


found. The crude metal contains about 75 pec 
cent. of platinum, and realises at the present time 
upon the field 24s. per ounce. The quantity of 
platinum per load of washedirt varies from 5dwt. 
to I2dwt., while the total value of the precious 
metals per load varies from gs. to 37s. In the 
vicinity of Fifield, at an elevation of over 100 
feet above the lead wow being worked, beds of 
cement and indurated ferruginous shales occur, 
which are of tettiary age, or even older. These 
beds contain a little gold and platinum, but 
vot where hitherto explored in payable quanti- 
ties. Mr. Jaquet, geological surveyor in the 
New South Wales Mines Department, is of 
opinion that the precious metals in the recent 
deposits have been derived from these older con- 
glomerates; that the latter have been disintegrated 
and gtoundesluiced by nature, and the deposits 
now being worked cepresent the resultant con- 
cenatcates. Other beds containing platinum and 
gald probably occur under the flats in the vicinity 
of Fifield and Burra Burra. The prospecting of 
these flats, however, will be a tedious operation, 
since they are for the most part of great extent, 
and there is nothing upon the surface to indicate 
the path of gutters below. The development of 
the field has been much retarded by dry seasons 
and the consequent shortage of water for sluicing 
purposes. The Fifield platina lead has already 
yielded 1,200 ounces of platinum, and the gold 
obtained upon the whole field since 1893 totals 
about 1,800 ounces. At the present time 7,000 
loads of wash-di:t are dumped around the various 
claims awaiting treatment, 





LATTES? TELEGRAMS. 
ese Cee 
(REUTBR’S YOKOHAMA SERVICE OF TELEGRAMS, ) 


London, February 15. 
The British Consul at Archangel telegraphs 
that Nansen is returning, having reached the 
North Pole. 


The U.S. House of Representatives has re- 
jected the Bill providing for unlimited silver 
coinage, which the Senate substituted for the 
Bond Bill. 


Exchange on London at Paris .,.....0. 25.21 
Exchange on London at New York... 4.88 
(Tel. trans.) 


London, July 18. 

The House of Commons has voted the Ad- 
dress in reply to the Queen's Speech. 

The officers of Dr. Jameson holding the 
Queen's commission are to be tried by Court- 
martial. 

Mr. John Dillon, Anti-Parnellite, has been 
elected leader of the Irish Party in the House 
of Commons. 


(Reutse’s ‘Japan Mait” Spgciat Seavice.) 


Landon, February 17. 

Sir Edward Clarke, Q.C., will defend Dootor 
Jameson. 

In the House of Commons to-day, an amend- 
ment (to the Queen’s Speech), moved by Mr. 
Atherley Jones in favour of arbitration on the 
Venezuelan question, was withdrawn at the 
urgent request of Mr. Balfour, First Lord of 
the Treasury, who said that a discussion of the 
question at the present time would not facilitate 
a satisfactory settlement. 





[“ Specian” Terecram To “Japan Matu,’’) : 





Kobe, February 14. 
The largest fire that has occurred for many 
years past in Kobe broke out early this morn- 
ing ina house occupied by Chinese in Sakai-. 
machi. The fire, favoured by a strong wind, 
burned clean along to the Bund, and destroy- 


ed a number of offices occupied by foreigners 


as well as a part of the Hyogo Hotel. 


(From tus “Saigon Purmrs.’’) 
Paris, Jan. 27. 
There is great rejoicing in Italy at the deli- 
verance of the Makaleh garrison. The official 
press urges a continuance of the war in order 
to obtain a treaty with Abyssinia more rigorous 
than the preceding ones, 
Paris, Jan. 28, 
A credit of a million francs will be asked for 
in order to send delegates to the coronation of 
the Tsar on the rath May. 


Google 


Paris, Jan. 25. 
A decree has been issued appointing a com- 
mission to examine all contracts that have been 
given in Tonkin and determine the responsi- 
bility for them. 


(Faom tun “N.C. Dairy News.) 
London, February 7. 
The Hon. F. A. Swettenham, C.M.G., has 
been appointed Resident-General of the Malay 
Federation, Mr. W. H. Treacher, C.M.G., has 
been appointed Resident at Perak, Mr. J. P. 
Rodger has been appointed Resident at Selan- 
gor, the Hon. Martin Lister has been appointed 
Resident at Sembileu Sungei, and Mr. Clifford 
has been appointed Resident at Pahang. 
London, February ro. 
Thé future conduct of the affairs of the Char- 
tered -ompany being provisionally settled, Mr. 
Rhodes leave forthswith for Rhodesia. 
A portion of Bechuanaland, contiguous to the 
Transvaal, has been restored to Imperial rule. 
Newchwang, February 9. 
Mr. Consul Hosie has returned from Kirin 
to Newchwang, having been successful in his 
mission. He has secured land for Dr. Greig, 
and the due issue of the Imperial proclamation 
in favour of Christianity, while the accuser of 
Mr. Sung (who was beaten for selling land to 
Dr. Greig) is to be punished. 


(faom Tonxin Parsas,) 
Paris, February 2. 
M. Doumer has introduced the budget for 
1897, which establishes an income tax and pro- 
poses economies amounting to forty million 
francs. 


(From tam Jaranse® Parsne.) 
Soul, February 17. 

Min Ei-chun and Min Kei-shoku have been 
sentenced to banishment to Kyo-dong-do 
for ten years on charges of appropriating Go- 
vernment property to their own use and ill- 
treating the people. By special order of the 
King they have been remitted from undergoing 
penal servitude. This measure has been adopted 
by the new Cabinet for the mere purpose of 


| showing its impartiality. 


Taipeh, Feb. 19. 
Measures have been taken since the roth 
inst. to clear away all rebels to the north of 
Tatiao, but the Japanese troops have not en- 
countered any insurgents there. Sanwan, Go- 
shisan, and some other places, where the 
rebels behaved in the most violent manner, have 
been evacuated without resistance, though some 
eighty rebels were killed there, twenty-one fire- 
arms and some other weapons being cap- 
tured. Plans have also been put into execution 
to clear the rebels and capture warlike weapons 
in the villages to the south of Tatio, and the 
work is to be completed by the 20th of March 
next. 
Shanghai, Feb. 19. 
The names of five steamers chartered by the 
Russian Government are as follow :—Zamarind 
(1,177 tons), Dorm (1,124 tons), Amoy (1,073 
tons), Progress (1,098), and Forfit (781). 
The first two are Norwegian, and the remainder 
German ships. 
Fusan, Feb. 20. 
A rumour ie afloat that over one hundred 
Cossacks have landed at Gensan, and marched 
into the interior. The fact that the rebels have in- 
creased in activity is said to be due to their arrival. 
A letter from Ninsen, under date the 17th 
inst., says that the Russian gunboat Greuarchy 
arrived there on the 16th inst. 
Shimonoseki, Feb. 20. 
Amongst the passengers on board the Genkaf 
Maru, which left here for Kobe to-day, were 
Lieut-Colonel T. Jakoff, of the Russian Army, 
and Colonel Martos, Chief of the Ussuri Police, 
who are going on tour through the interior of 
Japan. 
Two British meu-of-war passed here towards 
the east to-day. 
Kagoshima, Feb. 20. 
The Jwaé&i arrived here to-day. 
Nagasaki, February 20. 
The U.S. cruiser Concord left here this after- 
noon. She will retarn home os¢ Yokohama. 


Feb. 22, 1896.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


229 








CHESS. 
—_—— — — ae 
(All Communications ta he addressed to the (wees Rorson) 





The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
to IT p.m. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Toleyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.tn. to 7 p.m, 


SoLuTton or Prospcem No. 216. 
The solution is held over till next issue as inti- 
mated in our last. 
ProBLem No. 215.—We apologise that by an 
“oversight” I’.Mcl. was not included in the list 
of solvers. 


ProB_iem No. 218. 
By S. ScHoUsrer. 


BLACK. 
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wuirte, 
White to play and mate in three moves, 


Our PROBLEM-SOLVERS FOR THE YEAR 1895, 
We give the annual list of solvers to the pro- 
blems printed in this column during the past year. 
[t will be seen that Mr. Davieson (Secretary of 
the Yokohama Chess Club) is again at the head 
of the list, not having missed a single problem 
dwiing 1895. Oneofour Hakodate friends comes 
next; followed closely by “‘ W.H.S,” a tespected 
member of the Tokyo Chess Club. 


ee A Ss iumaknisees sesesseeseveee 52 GNSWEIS. 
Sis tnileeue seseee 48 answers, 
We cacssssssnenisesosscs GO GnSwatS. 
“ Digamma” ...issccsecceeee 43 answers, 


ORG. | .shucdsssatnsidbdaysessecens BO BUSWETS: 
SNAG. cindsdcitetrecesiesaion’ SO BUNWETSs 
ds Omega - COO e meena ewer eeeennee 32 answers, 


WOES. ssincaniviecuinnk seniiekne 
ONS IEE ~dedoacSiccaselaccaces 
SY UV a Ala advancuksbunocweiaonves ate 
Sek, Ae en IE ee 
WP ROM: sisstibicusseinsscteenei ice 


a8 Putzier ge Seeeeeereee 


OL OU AI speatieiestessxisevrncas 


St. PerersBure. 

At last comes the news by Canadian mail. We 
clip the following telegram from one of our ex- 
changes of February 2nd. 

“St. Petersburg, January 27th. 

“ Lasker has been declared the winner in the 
International Chess Tournament, in which Pills- 
bury; [schigorin, Steinitz, and himself took part,’ 

It will be seen that the telegram makes wo pre- 
tence of placing the other players. Probably 
Steinitz would be second, Pillsbury third, and 
Tschigorin last. 


The American press does not take kindly to the 
prospect of their young Bostonian being so low 
upon the list, as witness the following excerpt from 
the San Francisco Chronicle of 25th January :— 

** As chess players find it difficult to account for 
Pulsbury’s unexpected collapse, information on 
that subject is being eagerly sought. A letter 
published by the New York Zribume a few days 
ago throws some little light on the subject and 
gives much information which is likely to interest 
persons who have had their eyes fixed on the St. 
Petersburg tournament. For the reason just 
named the letter in question is reprinted in this 
column :— 


13 answers, 

12 answers. 
8 answers, 
3 answers, 
2 auswers, 
2 aliswers, 
I atiswer, 


St. Petersburg, January 7th. 

The interest which was originally shown in the 
first international chess tournament in this city 
hasconsiderably decreased because so many things 
occurred which made matters unpleasant for the 
players, the committee and the spectalors, let 
alone the adverse comments which are daily being 
made in the newspapers, of which the Novoe 
Vremya is excepted, and for the following reason: 

Without giving notice to any of the papers in the 
city, the St. Petersburg Chess Club sold the right 
of publishing the games to the Novoe Vremya 
To this the other uewspapers temonstiated by 


Digitized by (oc gle 


holding a meeting, sending an official letter to 
the club requesting the tournament committee to 
annul the sale and to allow all the papers to pay 
for the right of publishing the games, should they 
desire to have them, They argued that as there 
are two relatives and editors of the Novoe Vremya 
in the tournament committee, such a monopoly 
would look bad in the eyes of the chess public, etc. 


The tournament committee, however, would not] 


listen to anything, and told the representatives of 
the other newspapers that they could not have the 
games. As might be expected, the committee 
was not treated well by the papers. They ridi- 
culed the contest, abused the players, and did 
their level best to spoil the success of the affaie. 

Another reason which contributed toward much 
unpleasantness was the betting element introduced 
in the club. The Graschanin, the paper which 
abused the whole affair much more than the rest 
of the papers taken together, published the follow- 
ing story the other day: 

‘Our tournament is in danger of ending in a 
fiasco. One of the competitors is alteady on the 
pointof retiring from play. ‘The cause of this is 
a bet to the effect that this player would win the 
tournament, Tschigorin has been backed to an 
enormous extent, and among others there is one 
bet involving the sum of 5,000 roubles. His backer 
isS.S nh, aud the one who took the bet is an 
Englishman, who lad backed Pillsbury to win, 
This Mr. S. is tetibly disappointed at the turn 
things lave taken, for be will certainly lose his 
money. Mr. S. comes to the club in an excited 
state, he becomes wetvous and continually annoys 
Tschigorin, who, in consequence, has likewise 
yrown wecvous. This is the teal cause of the 
Russian’s poor form, and if his backer does not 
keep away from him he has made up his mind to 
retire from the tournament,” 

Your teaders have doubtless been informed 
how Pillsbury was done out of a considerable 
sum by buying the sole tight of publishing the 
gamesin England and America—as he supposed. 
Steinitz, his partner in this business tcansaction, 
is also much annoyed, for he, too, will lose money. 


The club tried its best to secure the exclusive- 
ness of the games, and your readers might easily 
imagine the faces of Pillsbury aud Steinitz when 
the first batch of English and American papers 
arrived in this city containing the full scores of the 
games, together with the incidental news which 
could not be got even by the St. Petersburg 
papers. 

To prevent the local papers fiom getting any- 
thing in the shape of news, they increased the 
fee of admission to one rouble, Even members 
had to pay; they would not allow anybody to 
make any notes, and as soon as a poor reporter 
was found pencilling, the representatives of the 
Novoe Vremya protested. The reporters kicked, 
and tnere were some pretty lively scenes in the 
club-rooms. 

As has been told you in a previous letter, your 
countryman, Pillsbury, who kept out of all wran- 
gles—Steinitz had one with Lasker, and so had 
Tschigorin—is much liked here. The other day 
Tschigorin took him for a sledge tide on the Neva, 
the team being an excellent pair of reindeer, 
a sport which he hugely enjoyed. But he too, 
has become nervous, after finding out that he would 
lose so much money, and even his most ardent 
admirers think that he will break down. Such 
a thing would cause a panic, for there are large 
sums at stake. When he had his first defeat at 
the champion’s hands, a painful silence prevailed 
in the room, and, although refraining from speak. 
ing out in cegard for the American’s feelings, 
Pillsbury’s backers plainly showed in their faces 
the misgivings they felt. 

Pillsbury said toa local reporter that he liked 
Russia very much, and that he would do his best 
to induce Tschigorin to play in another similar 
tourney in Warsaw, both Lasker and Steinitz 
having already announced their willingness to 
play, as has also Pillsbury, 

Before dispatching this, I want to mention that 
the arrival of a deputation of French amateurs 
was announced to-day, their object being to nego- 
tiate with the players engaged here, but the high 
and mighty men who rule the local club’s affairs 
would not disclose thereal purpose of the visitors.” 

The present score of the match is as follows :— 
Lasker, won 11, lost 6: Steinitz, won 8} lost 7}, 
Pillsbury, won 7}, lost 9}, Tschigorin, won 6, lost 
10. 

Friday’s game between Tschigorin and Steinitz 
stood adjourned and is wot yet concluded. Lasker’s 
score against Pillsbury stands 24, against Steinitz 
3%, and Tschigorin 5. Steinitz has scored 5 games 
against Pillsbury, 14 against Lasker, and 2 against 
Tschigorin. Pillsbury has 34 wins against Lasker, 
3 against Tschigorin, and but 1 against Steinitz, 

Pschigorin bas beaten Lasker once, Pillsbury 
twice, aud Steinilz tliee times. . 





We reprint last week's "Second Round” with 
the fine notes of James Mason, 
St. PererspurG (Seconp Rounp). 
Game No. 442. 
PETKOFP’S DEFENCE. 


WHITE. BLACK. 

Tschigorin. Pilisbury. 
1—P to K4 1—P to K4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—K Kt to B3 
a—-Kt to B3 3—Kt to B 3 
4—Bto Kt 5 4—Bto Kt 5 
5—Casiles 5—Castles 
6—P 10 O3 6—P to QO 3 
7—Bio Kt 5 


In this familiar “double Lopes” predicament, 7—B takes Kt 
is highly recommended, if a dull but durable kind of game is 


desired. 
7—B takes Kt 
8—P takes B 8—Ktto K2 
<oandy Something like a leap in the dark. If the doubled 


Pawn can be “dissolved” betimes, or the open file well used 
in attack, a safe landing may be confidently expected. 


o—B takes Kt g—P takes B 
10—O Ito 2 2 1o—Kt to Kt 3 
11—K to R sq. 


More or less necessary, sooner or later. Black does not at- 
tempt to dissolve just here; for then Q to R 6 threatening Kt to 
Kt § might be uncomfortable. 

11—K to R sq. 


12—R to K Kt sq. 
13—QO to K2 


12—PtoQO4 

13—B to 

143—Q R to Kt sq. 

Routine—indirectly inducing the questionable 16—P to Q 5. 
At once Kt to Kt sq., to be speadily Toliowed by Pto Kt sand 


P to K B 4, would have given the matter another, and perhaps 
very different complexion. 


14—P to Kt 3 
15—Kt to Kt sq. I5—Bto K 3 
16—PtwoO5 16—B to 02 
17—P to Kt 3 17—R to Kt 2 
18—Q R to K sq. 1i8—O Rto K Kt sq. 
Mics The difference is in favour of the young American repre- 
sentative, who presses it fully. 
“ 19—P to B3 


Manifestly weakening. The Russian Champion feels himself 
on the defensive, and ata loss how to continue. Thus the text 
move may be as good as any other. 


1I9—P to KR 4 
20—R to B 2 20—Kt to B sq. 
21—PtoK By 21—P takes P 
22—O takes P 22—Ktto R2 
23—Kti to B3 23—Bto Kt5 


24—KttoQ 4 

24—Kt to R 4 would be much stronger, the importance of 
halting the advancing R P duly considered. Going from bad 
to worse, the downright blunder, two moves later, caps the 
climax—and more need not be said. 


24—PtoR 5 
25—R to K3 25—-O to K4 
26—P takes P 26—B to B 6 ch. 
27—Resigns. 


Game No. 443. 


RUY LOPEZ. 

WHITE, BLACK, 

Lasker. Steinitz. . 
1—Pto K 4 I—Pto K4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—O Ktto B3 
3—Bto Kt5 3—-P te DO RZ 
4—BtoR4 4—P 0 O3 


Notwithstanding his defeat in the Championship match by 
his present opponent, Mr. Steinitz apparently still believes in 
this hybrid system of defence, 


5—P to f 4 5—B to 9 
6—P to B3 6—Kt to B3 
7—Q Kt tw Q2 7—Bto K2 


Much good time is lost over this Bishop. It is best stationed 
at Kt 2 as soon as possible. 


8—Castles 

g—R to K sq. 
10—Kt to B sq. 
11—Kt to Kt 3 


8—Castles 
g—R to K sq. 
10—B to K B sq. 
11—P to K Kt 3 


12—Pto KR3 12—B to Kt 2 
13—B to B2 13—B to O B sq. 
14—P to 14—Kt to K2 


5 
15—B to R 3 15—R to B sq. 

All this is very remarkable. White’s play is consistently 
progressive, whereas Black shifts about on the “ as you were 
principle, in search of afair line of departure. Nearly half-a- 
dozen moves have been expended in getting “ no forrarder ’’ in 
preparation to receive the contemplated advance of the enemy. 


16—Q to 2 2 16—Kt to K sq. 

17—B to R6 

Beginning of a dangerous attack, the first step in which is to 
be rid of the sturdy defensive Bishop. 


17—K to R sq. 


18—O R to 9.54. 18—Kt to Kt sq. 
19—B takes B ch, 19—Kt takes B 
20—P to B4 20—PtoK B4 
21—Q to B3 21—P takes P 


seseee It. seems better to push on. There might be trouble with 
the badly-piaced Knights, and on the Q side; but the King 
would be safe, and some attack on Black’s own account not 
improbable. Ordinarily, the opening of the file would be the 
ene but here, it appears, there are more than counterbalanc- 
ing drawbacks. 


22—B takes P 22—Kt to B 3 
23—0 to K 3 23—Kt takes B 
24—Kt takes Kt 24—Rto BS 
sences An unfortunate maneuvre, 

25—PwB5- 25-Bw B4 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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26—Kt (B 3) to Kt 5 LATEST SHIPPING. 





Gaining at least the exchange, whatever the reply. As, ¢.2., —————— 
een ara Kt; 27—Q takes R! etc, The termination is ARRIVALS. 
26—Q to Q 2 China, British steamer, 2,600, W, B. Seabury, isth 
27—Q takes R 27—P takes Q Februar y,—Hongkong vid ports, 8th February, 
28—Kt to B.6 28—Kt w K 3 Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. ag } 
teense If 28...... R to.Q aq. (endeavouring to keep White’s Rook} Pamiat Azova (14), Russiau flagship, Captain J. 
from the 7th) then se—K« takes Q, R takes Kt; 30-P toB6!)  rehuhnine, 16th Febsuary,—Kobe 13th Feb- 


etc, The Queen cannot be saved, and ruinous loss of force 
results. 


29—Kt takes O 
30—Rto K7 
31—Kt to B6 ch. 
32—R takes B P 


fuary. 

Admiral Nachimoff (18), Russian cruiser, Captain 
Kacherininoff, 16th February,—Kobe 13th Feb- 
ruary. 

Gaydamak, Russian tor pedo-cruiser, Commander 
Stemman, 16:h February,—Kobe 13th February. 

Vsadnik, Russian torpede-cruiser, Commander 
Greve, 16th February,—Keobe 13th February. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 


29—Kt takes Kt 
30—K to Kt sq. 
31—K to B sq. 
32—Resigns. 


Sr. Perersspurc (Tuirp Rounp). 
Game No. 444. 


EVANS GAMBIT. Lee, R.N.R., 171) Febsuary,—Vancouver, B.C., 
Notes by James Mason. 3rd February, Mails and General.—Canadian 
wHITE. BLACK Pacific Railway Co. 
Tschigorin. Lasker. Coptic, British ges 2,940, sgt at 3a 
onal sie ebruary,—San Francisco 28th January, vi 
a oe 3 — ghar 3 Hanctale 4th February, Mails and General.— 
3—B to B ‘. 3—Bto Bg O. & O. S.S. Co. 

4—P to 4 4—B takes Kt P Yeijo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
5—P to B. 5—B to By 8th Febsuary,— Hakodate «5th Febtuary, 

6—Castles 6—P to O03 General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
7—Pw O4 7—B wo Ki 3 Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
aii Herr Lasker holds this to be the common-sense wrocedure th February, — Hongkong 12th February, 


Mails and General.—H. Alirens & Co., Nachf. 
Toyoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 684, Inouye, 

igth Februsry,—Shimonoseki r6:h February, 

General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 20th 
Febsuary,— Hongkong vid ports, 11th February, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Ixion, British steamer, 2,299, Nish, 20th February, 
—Loudon vid Autwerp, General.— Butterfield & 


at this juncture, knocking all the romance out of the Fwans. 
So it may, if Wh.te occupies himself directly with recovery of 
the it Pawn. 
8—P'QR4 

But as that involves exchange of Queens—8—P takes P, P 
takes P1; Q takes Q ch., ete., with straggling pawns for the 
ending—it scarcely wise to look in any such direction for 
return of bread cast upon the waters only a little while before. 
Still the difficulties of the attack are not diminished; the usual 

lay of Q, Kt, B, or P, being visibly lessened in effect. Per- 
| on pea Bto K 3, with Q toB 2, QKtto Q3, etc., would be 


the better course. 8—K 8 Swire. 
=e LO, 83.3 Sagami Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
9—-BioQ Kt 5 g—P two QR3! aaah February,—Kobe igth February, Genecal, 
10—B takes Kt ch, 10—P takes B —Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
bI-=P to R 5 11—B to R2 Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, 21st 


12—P takes P? 


Shattering the centre, and entailing other positional disad- 
vantages which soon became self-evident. At all events its 
— discernible justification appears to lie in following 13~—Q 
to R 4 recovering the pawn, with a tolerably fair game. 


12—Kt takes P 
13—Q to K 2? 13—P to Q4 
14—Kt to O4 
decisiveerror. After thia it i¢.all uphill work—and nothing 
at the top. 
14—-Kt takes OB P! 
15—Kt takes Kt 15—B takes Ki 


16—O to O 3 AES de, Head 
17 to Kt 3 17—B to K3 


Februaty,—Hongkong via poris, roth February, 
Mails and Genera!.— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
Benmohr, British steame:, 1,935, Le Boutillier, 
21st Febsuary,--Hongkong wiA ports, General, 
—Cornes & Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese sicamer, 1,358, Haswell, 21st 
February,—Shanghai vid ports, 15th February, 
Mails aud General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, N. One, 
15th Febsuary,—Shimonoseki, General.—Nip- 


TheKing would be safe enough ; and what with > Rito K| _ Pow Yusen Kaisha. 

Kt sq. ...... Q to Bg. etes bis attack would be irresistible. Salvadora, Spanish steamer, 978, Ramon, 15th 
18—B to Kt 5 18—O to 2 2 February,—Manuila, General.—B: owne & Co. 
19— R te B sq. 19—P to B3! Silver Fleece, American schooner, ‘i, ae 
20—P takes P 20—P takes P Thompson, 15th February,— North Pacific, 
21—Bto Bg 21—R to K Kt sq. Sealing Gear.—J. Kernan, 
ae to B3 22—Castles se ee British steamer, 2,514, Sommers, 16th 
23—K R to K sq. 23—P to Bs ebruary,—Liverpool via ports, General.—W. 
24—O to K 2 24—B toKB 4 M. Strachan & Co. 

25—O to R2? 25—R takes P ch, Spondilus, British steamer, 4,200, Edwards, 16th 
oh i A pretty finish. If 26~K takes R then 26... BtoR6| February—London and Hambutg via ports, 


General. —Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Diomed, Britis steamer, 2,436, Bartlett, 17th 
February,—London vid ports, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Moji Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,569, Kawaliara, 
17th February,—Shimonoseki, Geneval.—Nipe 
pow Yusen Kaisha. 

Isis, British steamer, 1,588, Walker, 17th Feb- 
ruary,—London vid ports, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 
18th February,—San Francisco viA Honolalu, 
Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 


ch.; 17—Kt to Rsq., Qto Ktgs and the mate is forced. An 


extremely poor £vans on the part of White. 


26—K to R sq. 26—R takes B P 
27—Resigns. 


Yoxomama Cuess Cvus. 

There has been no match-play this week; Ten- 
nant being confined to the house with a bad cold. 
It is hoped that the contest will be concluded on 
27th instant, 








—_—_¢——_ 
Lee, R.N.R., 18th February,—Hongkong via 
TONE AR RE “O14 16. 1 GUO ports, Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific 
orem memericg en per P, 8, Co. Sunday, Feb, agrd.* Railway Co. 
Roanheea” Pci I perM.M.Co.  Wed’day, Reb-a6th.) Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
arom eral seeliiete per Q. * oO. Ce. Tusetay, Mur. ged Swain, 18: February,—Shaughai vid ports, 
" eee ere. ¥..R.. Cas , : : . i : 
From Hongkong |... nal opp oy hentetenn Mails and Geueral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
eran oo ve Sesease per. PR. Ge, Monday, Mar.a6th, | Zto#, British steamer, 1,763, Brophie, 18th Feb- 
urope, vi r _— j — 
pos. om see ET Sed > he Ne ruary,—London vid ports, General.—Samuel 


Samuel & Co. 

Oceana, German steamer, 1,628, Formes, rgih 
February,—Hamburg vid ports, General.— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Borneo, British steamer, 2,943, L. M. Wibmer, 
1gth February,—London vid ports, General.— 
P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,940, Inman Sealby, 19th 

ebruary,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 




















* City of Ria de Janeire left San Francisco on February 6th. 
$§ Ernest Simons (with French mail) left Hongkong on February 
7th, | Gaslie left San Francisco on February rgth. 


THE WEXT MAIL 'Baveas 
Sepuettengse Sbeseongsete oer 11, M. Ca, 


per oO. Ry &N. Co. 
coves DEC. FP. KR. Co. 


Sunday, Feb. egrd. 
‘Friday, Feb. 58, 


Yor Canada, &c. Friday, Peb. 8th. 


Boe Honeong eer F. & 0. Co. Wargatt Reb-agth. | General.-O. & O. S.S. Co 
setasapeecen . M.Co UY i : . ‘ 
Bor Ameri¢a ooo... perO,& O.Ce Pridev, thanteste ‘i Glenartney, British steamer, 1,943, Gedye, aoth 
= + fesirtonge eon per. @.R. Co. Montay, Mar 26th. Fehenary,—New York vid Suez Canal, General, 
fone ..... epctaatees~ pec NLD. boyd = “Setnrduy, Mar eret —|a dine, Matheson & Co. 
For Victoria, BACs... per Ni F. Co. Saturday, Max.gist. ' Yeijo Muru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 


Digitized by Google 


20th February,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha, 

Toyoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 684, Inouye, 
2tst February,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
22ud February,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails 
and General.—H. Ahrens & Co., Nachl. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 


Per British steamer China, from Hongkong vid 
poits:—Mr. and Mrs, J. Waddell, Mr. and Mes, 
V. R. Bowden aud 2 sons, Me. A. H. Rennie, and 
Mr. Hunter Sharp in cabin. For Sau Francisco : 
—Dr. and Mrs. James Cantlie and son, Mr. An- 
drew Johnson, Mrs. S. L. Gulick, 3 children, and 
servant, Miss E. Taleott, Rev. and Mrs. C. G. 
Gardner, Mr, W. N. Redwood, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fearon and child, Mrs. Glover, and Miss Cun- 
Hingham in cabin, 

Per British steamer Empress o n, from 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr. wes ae. ao Ault, 
Master Lee B. Ault, Captain Cox, Mr. H. Cle- 
ment, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest C. Dalton, Messrs. S. 
F. Gillum, T. Green, P. Y. Fushibiki, B. Matsuki, 
and Wm. A. Overton in cabin; 8 passengers in 
second class, and 71 passengers in steerage, 

Per British steamer Coptic, from San Francisco 
vid Honolulu:—Mrs. H. S. Jenkins, Mr. H. 
Walker, Mr. Clark Robertson, Mr. W. J. Robert- 
son, Sir Kenveth Cummings, Baat,, Mes. Lily Nout 
and 2 children, Mer. J. M. Tracy, Mr. F. W. 
Foster, Mis. F. W, Foster, Mis. Helen Seab: ook, 
Miss Irene P. Manu, Rev. W. B. Nance, Mr, J. 
Proctor, Mr. H. C. Von Glahn, Mr. S. S, Smith, 
Mrs. S. S. Smith, Mr. B. Guggenheim, Mis. J. 
Guggenheim, and Miss R. Guggenheim in cabin, 
and 160 Chinese aud 93 Japanese in steerage, 
For Shanghai:—Mr, J. A. Patsons and Mr. H. 
R. Bostwick in cabin. Fear Hongkong :—Miss 
Russell, Mr. A. J. Crane, Me. H. A. Stromeyer, 
Mr. F. F. Prentiss, Mr. Daniel Baugh, Mrs. 
Baugh, Miss E. B. Sale, Miss M. M, Dundy, Mrs. 
E.S. Dandy, Sea., Mes, ES. Dundy, Jus., Mrs, 
C. L. Lloyd, Miss Ethet Lloyd, Miss Dorothy 
Lloyd, Master Chas. Lloyd, Miss Margery Lioyd, 
aud Judge E. S. Dandy w cabin, 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, (vom Houg- 
kong :—Mr. and Mrs. F. O. Eustace, children, and 
servants, Professor Dr. Arndt, Mr. E. Wissmer, 
Mr. L. Temme, Mr. Engen Nebelung, Mer. G. 
Fuller, Captain H. Peterson, and Dr. Suda in eabin, 

Per British steamer Ancona, from Hongkong 
vid ports :—Mr, McKenzie, Mr. D. O'Callaghan, 
and Dr, Slade and servant in cabin; ove passen- 
ger on deck. 

Per British steamer Victoria, from Hongkong 
vid ports :—Mr. G. E. Sutherland in cabio, For 
Tacoma, Wash, :—Messrs. L. J. Sylvester, E. V. 
Goodman, and F, M. Clarke in cabin ; 20 Chinese 
and 8 Japanese in steerage. ‘ 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 
hai vid ports:—Mr. J. J. Quin, Mr, E. Bavier, 
Mr. ‘T. W. Hellyer, Captain Forbes, Mr. J. 
Gallagher, Lieut. H. Taguchi, Mr. C. M. Bewza- 
mann, Mrs. Lemars, and Mis, Ambers in cabin. 


DEPARTED, 

Per Buritisl steamer China, for San Francisco, 
viA Honolulu Mr, A, H. Carlill, Miss 
Cunningham, Mr, N. F. Cholmeley, Mr. Chas. 
Dunne, Mr, and Mes. G. D. Fearon and ehild, 
Rev. and Mrs. C. G. Gardner and infant, Mrs. 
M. Ginsburg, Mrs, G. B. Glover, Mrs. Gulick, 
three children, and amah, Mr. and Mrs. Otto 
Hadenfeldt, Dr, and Mrs. James Cantlie, child, 
and amah, Mr. M. R. Jefferds, Mr. A. Johnson, 
Dr. H. Kanner, Prof. A. Loebele, Vicomte de 
Labry, Rev. G. A. Lefroy, Miss F. McCarthy, 
Lieut. A. A. Lopez Nawareo, Mr, and Mrs. J. H. 
Pierce and maid, Miss Pierce, Mc. W. M.’Red- 
wood, Mr, G. Reiffinger, Me. Ed, Runge, Me. W, 
F. Stevenson, Mr. F. Studller, Miss E, Talcott, 
Mr. Peter Vaylor, Dr. G..H. Tilden, and Mr. C, 
R. Walter in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress a for 
Hongkoug vid ports roatowee B’ i Chasen 
lain and wative servant, Mr, and Mrs, R. de B. 
Layard and native servam, Mrs, McNair, Mes. 
L. L, Reamey and son, Mrs. W. B. Denning and 
daughter, Mr. Edward Hutchison, Mr. A. S. Garfit, 
Mr. Cheng Hen Cho, Mr. W. Johaston, Mr. W: 
A. Jolinstone, Mr. N, Holmes, Mr. A. G. Sturgis, 
Mr. A. L. Breen, Mr, J. R. Payne, Mrs. and Miss 
Sale, Mis, J. Lyons, Mes. Komor, Me. W. W. 
Till, Mr. M. N. Gobbai, Captain J. W. Lee, Mr. 
F. Huber, Mr. H. Sharp, Mr. Gillan, Me. A, 
Levy, and Mr. J. W. Geen in cabin; Mr. Harner 
aud Mr. Yamamoto in second class, and Mrs. W. 
B. Dennuing’s nurse. 

Per Japanese steamer Vokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai wa ports:—Mrs. Howwnz, Captain S. 
Yoshizawa, and Mi. R. Olitagura in cabin; Me. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


Feb. 22, 1896.} 


N. Tsutsumi aud Mi. J. Musahashi in second 
Class, and 33 passengers im sleerage. 

Pret British steamer Borneo, for London vid ports: 
—Mr. Nakagawa and Miss Edwards in cabin, 

Per German steamer Hohkensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports :—His Excellency GeneraleLiout, 
von Gottberg, Mrs. von Gottherg, Baroness von 
Dertzen, Mr. and Mra. C. A. W. Pownall and 
child, Mr. and Mrs. H. M. Landis and family, 
Lieut. von Schoeler, Lieut. von Nanendorf, Mr. 
H. Hecke:t, Mr. P. Biller, Liewt, Markeloff, Mr. 
Hasvey, Mr. Walter Rikan, Mr. H. Fawkner, 
Mr. Faller, and Mr. J. Guggenheim in cabin : 
Mr. and Mes, Payne, Mr. Nishimura;and Mr. C. 
Yan Kin in second class; 8 Europeans and 2 
Tudians in third class, and 12 Chinese on deck, 





CARGOES. 
Per Biitish steamer China, for San Francisco, 
vid Honolulu :— 
TRA, 
Gan new st. 


RBW OTHER 


sea NCI8cn, VORKE. CHICAGO. LOUIS. ORLEBAN.CITIOO,TULA Le 


Shanghai..." 3.1 ~— _- — — — 38 
Humgkong. 78 ~ — == — 78 
Voleohama. 12 _ _- — — 54 66 
Uetal .. gus ~_ — _ -_ 54 0 465 
StLK 
art ‘Bw 
emer inees, ove, MARTFORI, coccan, 
Shanghai ...........0 = 4°9 - 419 
tiongkong ......... ~_ 15 _ 15 
Vokohama ......... _ 265 —_ 265 
Votal _ 699 — 699 


Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports :—Treasure, $172,000. 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Houg- 
kong via ports :—Raw Silk for Europe, 120 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 131 bales. 








LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
—_——_—_-—____. 
IMPORTS. 


Very poor business in Yarn and Shirtings, and 
the outlook is dispiriting. The same applies to 
Fancy Cettons and Woolens. There seems to be 
no animation at all in the market and Importers 
would be glad to move something. Buyers hold 
off tensting to a rising exchange helping them. 

COTTON PIBCK GOOnS, 


Park riacs. 


Wey Shistings—84%, 8b yds. syinches $2.30 to 2.90 
Grey Shirtinga—oth, 8b yds. gsinches 2.75 to 3.30 
C. Cloth—7m, 24 yards, gainches...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shictings—1s2 yards, yyinches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Printe—Assorted, 24 yards, so inches,, 200 to 3.75 
Cotton—Italians and Satteans ilack, PREM YAND. 
$2 Inches... eee cece eee ssesee ese 0.16 tO 0.22 
PER riscr, 
Velveta—Wlack, 95 yards, azinches ... 8,00 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 22 yards, 42-sinches,. 0.759 0.90 
TurkeyReds—2.0to 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 
GO FOCHES ..,...ccrsee ceceeceecceeeseeesee 8660 CO 1.75 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3b, 24/25 yards, 
$0 INCHES oo... ccc cccccecsecsseeecsseeeees 1.85 tu 2,80 
Turkey Rede—3.8 to 4¥b, 24/25 yards, 
$2 INCHES occ eeeceessecescee seseseeseree BeBS tO 2.65 
Turkey Reds—4.8 to 51h, 24/25 yards, 
B21OCNED oes csc een tere cere 2 QO LO §.30 
WOOLLMIHS., ren vane, 
GWU iiss 6s sie bos easecs ben ercbenitactnsaen $0.30 tu 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 90 yards, 32 inches heat 9.35 to a.gs 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
Meissen see eeeceseeereeteccssesess 8 30 ba O.3ah 
ttalian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
COMMon occ cece ceceecseeecerseeees 0.95 10 0,275 
Mounsaline dol nine—-Crepe, 24 yards, 
$0 WCKEE.oiiicccass ser secsisieeescnsavcss “OVER 4 ue 
Cloths—Pilota, $4 @ SSinches ......... 0.95 100.50 
Clothe—Presidents, $4 @ 5Sinches ... 0.60 to 0.45 
Clotha—Union, §4 @ §6 inches ......... 0.40 19 0.70 
Henkatu—Scariat and (Green, 3 tu 5 th, 
OOP Met eee 0:60 Me 0.78 
COTO Vases, POR FICHE, 
‘due. 16/24, Simgles ........ ........4..6) 98-00 to 40.00 
Noe. 29/32, Singles 0.0.00... 2.00 tO 43.50 
Nos. 38/42, Singles .............. sss gge§0 to 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles 0... 0... ee 4§-00 tO 46.50 
Nos. 42, Doubles ................... 06 §1.00 to 53.00 
Nos, 2:60, Plain... sso see 7000010 74.00 
Nog. 2/80, Po isseeseesecsseeecee sce ees 84,00 to 86.00 
Noe. 2/100, Plabit couse secsseceeseesee 109.00 tO 108.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed........... 79.00 to 82.00 
Nos. 2/80, Gassed............ cuss 95.00 t0 99.00 
Nos, 2/100, Gassed ...................... £20.00 to 125.00 
MitAts. 


Plenty of enquiries, but Buyers do not like to 
pay up; and in the present condition of home- 
side market holders are strong. 

PER FICUL, 
+. $3.20 to 3.28 
3.35 (0 3.90 
3.20 to 3.30 
3.50 to 3.65 


Plat Ware, finch... a, 
Plat Bare, bimch oo. cece ce eee 
Round and square upto Pinch ......... 
Iron Plates, neworted .......0....cccceeeee 


Sheet [ron w.ccicccssssecees coecstersesces  Ge30 10 6.50 
Galvanized Iron sheets ..................... 9.00 t09.50 
Wire Naile, ansorted .............. §.40 to 5.80 
Tiw.Hlates, per box 5.60 to $-g0 


Pig Vom, MO. § occu ee 1.60 to 1.65 
KEROSENE, 
Market firmer and holders appear to have more 


Go 
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backbene. Buyers try in vain for concessions and 
nat soon operate at or abeve quotations. 

AMOFNCBO oo. as ce cee cee ces cnn see see nescence cos ¥2.25 to 2.30 

PROMO iii cairns sas dic cndindaiosn okccudedccee das vce 2.40 to 2.30 

SUGAK. 

Brown—A fair business at quotations, Manila 
sorts gaining a little in price, Contracts for 
Takao are said to have been made at from $4.20 
to $4.35 for first arsivals of new crop. White 
Quiet and unchanged. 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, February r5th. 

Our telegram from Hongkong quotes :—H. & 
S. Banks Buyers at 182 per cent. premium ; a few 
Nationals are obtainable at $27; China Fires have 
risen to $90.50; by mail we hear the Company 
has lot $8,000 by a fire in Hongkong. The Hong- 
kong Fire lost through the same source $1,000, 
Shares in the latter Company have been done at 
$289 cash and $297.50 delivery on 3oth Apsil; 
the market is easier, however, and shares are ob- 





















. Pam FicuL, tainable at $287.50. 
Edo Note see eee ee ene Tes eee aee + $4.20 to 4.35 In Marine Insurance, North Chinas have 
pros Daneaineey < a cee — as ees hands and are wanted Tis. 220: China 
Brown Canton .........0.0 00 3.95 to 4.60 caders have been in steady demand from $74/76, 
White Java and Penang. ...- 6.70to 6.80 | there being strong buyers at $75.50, and higher 
White Refined... eee Sooteg.ag rates ate looked for s Unions continue Quiet, shaces 





offering at $195; Straits, by wire, are wanted at 
EXPORTS. 25-25. 
RAW SILK. 


Considerable business has been done at quota- 
tions, especially in Filatures for Europe. But 
holders are strong for best qualities and in many 
cases refuse to sell them even at full rates. For 
mediumdescriptions they have been fairly current, 
and the outgoing French mail will have a fair 
shipment. Sorts for the U.S. market languish, 
and better business could be done than our quota- 
tions indicate, a parcel of Five Girl Reereels 
having been weighed at $700. Stock generally is 
reduced, and is now below 17,000 piculs. 

QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 

Filatures—Ixtre g't1, 10/12 den,..,.Nom. $810 to 830 


ands.——-Hongkongs, we hear by wire, are want- 
ed at $70.50, and Shanghai at Tis.55 and Ts. 80. 

Kowloon Whar fs.—The news that the final divi- 
dend@ for the year will only be 2.50 pet cent., or § 
per cent. for the year, has caused this stock to 
weaken, and shares are obtainable at $46. 

Shipping.— Business has been done in Doug- 
lasses at $52 and in H.C. & M. Steamboats at 
$34.50 ex dividend. Mutual Preference have 
changed hands at £8.10, and u gyod business has 
been done in Indos at $58. 

An improvement has also to be nated in Mining 
Stocks, business having been done in Punjoms at 
$5.50, at which rate there are buyers, and in 
Raubs at $4.30. Balmorals are quoted steady at 


Vilatures—[xtra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom. 800 to 810 $1.75. 

Filatures—No. 1, 10/14 dleniera.......0000.08 780 to 800 Since writing the above, we. Wave fuller particue 
oe ', AS se tat fen. ..see 750 to ano lacs of the Kowloon Wharfs. ‘The ea: nings ace 
VilatureescNe He BA ty Soran rete Fee ee FeO: | Télig caiman laci year, but the Directors propose 

i No. 04, 19/16, tg/tzden, ...... 720 to 730 = és : ” 

Filatuces—No. 2, 10/1§ damier... .c. sce cco sce 720 to 730 to carry $10,000 toa Repairs Fund, and transe 
Filatures—No. a, 14/18 deniers..........6... 700 to 710 fercing “Suspense Account” to the same fund. 
Re-reelsa—-No,. 1, 03/15, 64/96 deu....Nom. 720 to 730 =| After debiting this account with repairs for 1895— 
Re tesle Ne 14, 13/06, 14/07 denier....., 700 to 710 1 $35,000—this account will stand at credit $88,000. 
Recrecln=Nos ab, tyleW denies 27 6069 682. |The Divectare propose to treat," Repairs Fund ” 
Re-reela—No. a, ’ ‘a6 deniers... oa 640 to 650 yearly in the same weve and shareholders ought to 
Kakedas—[xtea ...cccssscssce, Nom, be pleased at the conservative policy of the Direc- 
Kakedaa—No. to. cssscseseece ce csseseee 710 £0 720 tors, as the financial position of the Company is 
Kakedas—No. th cccsesssue ecsssssseeeee 670 to 680 bound, year by year, to get into a healtheir posie 
le ea se ORANG si set ate eae ene 650 to 660 tion, The business of the Wharfs cotttinues to in- 


pee, sinners Crease steadily. 
WASTE SILK. 

Dall and unchanged; with small settlements at 
irregular prices. Buyers have the upper hand, 
and holders are more or less uneasy at the inaction. 

QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 


LOCAL STOCKS. 

Grand Hotels are enquired for at $145; Breweries 
coutinus to be enquired for, but wo shares are 
offering although $10 premium has been offered ; 
Oriental Hotels are enquired for, but there are 


Noshi—Filature, Bast. .........ceesee $II§ to nao {HO Sellers pnder $1253 Club Hotels are offering 
Noshi—Filature. Good ...... aR totso | at $60; Brewery and Club Hotel Debentures ace 
Noshi—Oshu, Vast... ... ccc cseesseeeeees 89S) 0 $20 enquired for. 
Noshi~Oshu, Good soscsesereceseccecscccnc ces $10 CO 895 February 19th, 
Se ste verreetertrseccerseseee £00 E0105 1 8 atest mail advices from China, dated the roth 
Noshi—Shinshu, Good weisscnsrene 65 to yo [aNd t2th instant, report the following changes 
Noshim—Bushi, Best ........ccsseesseeeee $90 torag | and movements in the share market. 
Noshi—Bushu, Good lisveeserscesssesee 110 10 095 Hongkong reports business in H. C. & M.. 
Noshi—Bushu, Mediwm.............csese 100 C0 105 Steamboats at $36.50 for cash, $36.75 for 2gth 
ac lect ere pe ona - : Be February, and $37 for gist March; Wauchai 
Kibisu—Hilature, Hest... ms sacs 95 to 100 Warehouses at $39 ex dividend ; Hongkong 
KibisomFilature, Seconds ................ 85 to go | Hotels at $22.56; Yangtszes at $122, and Hong- 
TEA kong Ices at $97 ex dividend. 


The following changes have to be noted in the 
Shanghai market: Boyds have been placed at Tls, 
200; Perak Sugars at Ts. 36, and at this rate 


Nothing doing in old leaf, and no special news 
about New Crop as yet. 






Choicest $30 to $3 shares are in demand; Majors at Tls. 28 ; Shang- 
Choice COO OOS COO BH EOE tee ee nee Beh eee BOO SES BES sas aese - os 32 hai L.ankats at Tis. 270 and Liewellyns at $6s. 

Finest 7..........0.. 26 to 27 The building of a railioad to Hankow has been 
BHM ons ne wseeseseteseneccceeeene cote cceneeereees 24 CO 35 | Sanctioned, and it is currently rumoured in China 
Good Medium ..........ccccesccesssensencssseneee 22 tO a3 | that there is every prospect of the Hankow-Shang- 
harass sseserenscrvensersses ev ererasacsessestorree 2000 39 Thai and the HankoweCanton trunk lines being 
Common werner Ate AF [seen opened. Should negotiations anent the 


above two lines be satisfactorily completed; hopes 
are entertained that the Kowloon railway will be 
built. Godown Companies must in that case 
benefit considerably by the overland traffic, and 
at present prices shares in such concerns are 
considered very cheap. 

Business has been done locally is Grand Hotels 
at $145; Breweries at $150, and are wanted. 
Y. U. Club Debentures have changed hands at 
5 per cent. premium. 


BOARDING HOUSE 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange remained steady during most of the 
week, but rates improved on the last two days, 
and close firm. 

Sterling—Bank T.T.  ..ccsccsccecces 
Bills on demand... 
4 ™monthe’ sight ,.. 
Private ¢ months’ sight... 
6 months’ sight,., 








On Paris—Bank sight .........sccese 2.744 @5 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ... 2.7 
On Hongkong—Bank sight............ if p. FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS, 
— Private rodays’sight. 3°/, d. a 
On Shanghai—Bauk sight Sete ene 7 ISS H.G. BRITTAN, 2, Bluff, Yo ma. 
— Private 10 days’ sight, 72} will be happy to receive and accommo- 
On India—Bank sight .......cccccseecee ISI date Missionaries and others during their stay 
— Private 30 days’ sight...... 183} in Yokohama. 


On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 533 @? 
Private 4 months’ sight 55$@4 
Ou Germany—Bank sight ............ 2.22 
Private 4 months’ sight... 2.25} 
Bar Silver (London) Cecccccvcccccsocccocs $2 


Tras :—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 


Missionaries. 
August oth, 1895. 
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“NOT “MADE IN GERMANY” | 


KINSO, 
wa THE FINEST V5 


ENGLISH MAKE. 


EAU DE COLOGNE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds. 


ose ATKINSON'S on ty. 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 

Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 

Label and usual “ Wuttr Rose’? Trade Mark. Of 

all Dealers & of the Manufactnrers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24,° Old Bond St., London. 




















13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 
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THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samuet Baxsr,in his work entitled The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘‘l ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice gratis. InI 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out a 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value.’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad lege. bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of ali kinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin diseases, and in arresting and subduing all infiammations. 

rn, J. T, Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1891, says—*' I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas, 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
he small remaining ‘‘stock.”’ 
Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Ven dors the throughout 
World. ay tat, 1890 


“MONEY,” 


A JOURNAL OF BUSINESS AND FINANCE. 
PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY AND SATURDAY, 


Annual Subscription, post free, 25s., in the United 
Kingdom. Ditto, 2gs., to any part of the World, 


Offices—Bishopsgate House, London, £.C. 


Cable Address: Dinero, London, 








“MONEY ”’ is a fearless critic and exposer of all shams, frauds, 
and swindles. 

** MONEY” is tue Journal for Investors, Speculators and 
Kusiness men. 

“MONEY” is a thoroughly up-to-date Record of all Financia! 
and Business Matters, 

“ MONEY” is not subsidised by any financial association, 
cli ne or syndicate, but is absolutely free, independent, 
and honest. 


BALANCE SHEETS © Assurance, Banking, Manofacturind 


Shipping, Trading, and Trust Companies, are fearlessly ang - 


impartially criticised in “MO ." 
August 3, 1895. 
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CON BRAND MILK 
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DENSED 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but. 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 
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“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 


———_ 








“More wholesome _ than 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 
THE TIMES. 
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SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREINIUD & SWIRH, 
YOKOHAMA. 


August 3rd, 1895. 










And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 






FINEST 
a MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
‘ Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
T» be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on ‘Application to Office of this Paper. 


NEW TREATY. 


June 14th, 1895. 


CoMMERCE 


with the UNITED STATES, in Pamphlet | ya pan and GREAT BRITAIN, in Pamphlet 


Form, can be obtained at this Office, 
Prick 50 CEnrTs. 


Yokohama, March ahth, 1895. is now on Sale at this Office, Price 50 Sen. 
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the question, and urge a France-English entente 
to effect a settlement based on the British eva- 
caution of Egypt. 


17, on the occasion of the Jubilee of Free 
Masonry in the Colony, was a huge success. 








The Japa Weekly Wail, 


““PalS CR QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!”’ 





A DYNAMITE explosion has occurred at Juhan- 
nesburg, causing the loss of one hundred lives, 
and the wounding of several hundreds. 


TueErs has been a little more life and some 
changes in the condition of the Import trade 
during the week. Only trifling sales of Yarns 
and Shirtings have been effected, but a some 
briskness has been infused into Fancy Cottons, 
though this is principally due to concessions 
made to buyers. Compared with the recent 
condition of the trade, Woollens have been quite 
lively, and considerable quantities of Cloths and 
Blankets have been taken, but it is still apparent 
that buyers anticipate exchange to help them 
to further transactions. There has been a fair 
amount of business in the Metal market, and 
deliveries are good, while the prospect of more 
business in the immediate future is confidently 
predicted. In the Kerosene trade, holders have 
broken down and buyers have it all their own 
way ; but still they don't deal, averring that they 
will obtain further concessions before executing 
the large orders they are ready to give. There 
has been good business done in Sugar for more 
money for Brown sorts, but Whites are dull and 
attract but little attention, though holders are 
willing to come down in order tosell. The rise in 
exchange seems to have checked the tendency 
to operate in the principle Export, and beyond 
a few purchases of Silk to fill immediate re- 
quirements little has been done. The market 
is quiet, and the stock on hand has seen some 
reduction, though this is principally due to drafts 
made upon it of the commoner qualities for 
home consumption. Unless purchases on a 
good scale are made preity soon, the stock will 
soon mount up, as Spring reelings will be shortly 
coming in to increase the Silk at present on 
this market, which of itself is large considering 
the time of year. In the Waste Silk trade 
there is nothing doing, and buyers will not 
operate at present figures. There has been 
little moving in Tea, a few parcels having been 
taken during the week. Nothing can be said 
about the new crop further than that, up to the 
present, the weather has been extremely favour- 
able. Exchange has risen and rates are firm. 


Ir is said that the battleship Vashima was to 
be launched in England on Feb. 28th: while 


the Fusé will be launched on March 31st. 
NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. _ 
No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the ‘JAPAN 
Werkry Mat” must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all Jetters on business be addressed to the MANAGER, 
and Cheques be made payableto same; and that literary 

contributions be addressed to the EpDiTorR. 


Tue Concert organizedly the associated Choral 
and Philharmonic Societies of Yokohama, was 
given on Wednesday, before a fall house, 


Tue Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club have 
decided not to admit any more honorary mem- 
bers: all will now be active members of the Club. 








VYoxouama: SATURDAY, Fes. 29TH, 1896. |THE election of a parliamentary representative 
for the Second District of Kumamoto Prefecture 
has resulted in the success of Mr. Murakami 


Ichiro. 


Margauis Satonj1, Temporary Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs, has been confined to his residence 
since the 21st inst. through an attack of in- 
fluenza. -_—_ 


It is declared in St. Petersburg that Russia 
does not intend to occupy Korea but that she is 
entitled to guarantee the complete antonomy of 
the Peninsula. ——— 


Tue Houses of the Diet reassembled on Mon- 
day after their ten days’ prorogation and the 
Want-of-Confidence resolution was defeated by 
a majority of sixty. 








BIRTH. 


Oo February 24:h, at Yokohama, the wife of Jas. 
JOHRNsTONE of a daughter. 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Mr. Tet E1sHo has been appointed Japanese 
Consul at Tientsin. 


Count Kapayama, Governor-General of For- 
mosa, has returned to Tokyo. 


ff HE Osaka Shosen Kaisha has decided to order 
five pew steamers from England. 


—— — 


Tue FHankow fractured her shaft two days from 
Yokohama: and the Rhosina ran on Saratoga 
Spot on Tuesday evening. Both vessels are 
repairing in Yokohama. 


SMALL-POx has made its appearance in Tokyo, 
and there are signs of its further spread. 


Marca Marquis Yamacata has been selected 
to represent Japan at the Coronation of the Czar. 


—— 


OREAN affairs still occupy a considerable space 
in the public prints, The anti-Japanese party 
ave already started arresting their opponents, 
ud the King and Crown Prince still remain at 
he Russian Legation. 


H.1.H. Paince Fusuimi and suite will leave for 
Russia on the 8h March by the French steamer 
Sydney. — 
Tur repairs of the Chin-yen (late Chen-yuen) 
will not be completed at Yokosuka for two or 
three months. —_— 

A corraeg at Hosoiri-mura, Neoi-gori, Toyama, 





y latest advices from Canton there was a rather 
uneasy feeling there, and H.M.S. Archer was 


Google 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULA R | of openly announcing in the House that their first ne sake of ee et senna 
x RING THE WEER. step had been entirely due to a temporary mis- | Frogressionists alone have been Constant 
PRESSLY: > apprehension, the Mich? Michi argues that the| principles and have remained strictly faithful to 
The National Unionists are subjected to action of the Opposition on the day of the over- | loyalty, as is the duty of a real political party. 


severe criticism on all sides. Even the Party |Whelming humiliation they sustained, is a 
ultimately benefited by their change of front, significant evidence that they are fickle and 
namely, the Liberals, treat them with no man- without fixed views. Exceedingly prone to in- 
ner of consideration. dulge in abstract theories and statements of 
* academical politics, they shut their mouths when 
. site ; ly by thel® good topic presented itself, and obliged their 
The eure _paratied perenne opponents to open the debate, if indeed so one- 
National Unionists, observes the Mainichi, has sided .-w.diecussion. ‘taay “We. ‘celled’-a debate. 
been extremely unmanly and ignominious, Was it then a mere trick on their part that 
and their action in the matter of the no-con-| 16, before the commencement of the ses- 
fidence Resolution capped the climax. They | .i,, they raised such a loud outcry about 
have tried to carry favour with both the Govern- the " necessity of calling the Cabinet to ac- 
ment and the Opposition by mean shifts. ADp-| count for its alleged diplomatic blunders? 
prehensive lest the steadily growing unpopularity | ¢, characteristically irresponsible are the Op- 
of the Cabinet on account of its notorious diplo- position’s actions, However, the Nichi Nichi 
matic blunders might prove fatal to the Govern- is glad to observe that the session on the 25th 
ment and therefore to their own contemptible inst. bore evidence to two satisfactory facts 
policy of ger ans ne Pat gl namely that the majority of the House ate 
med an anti-Cabinet attitude and began to de- hide dis 
lie that the Government must be compelled io) fe of -@: slannch type; “and that the sus. 
; : ae pension of ten days served to bring cool re- 
hold itself responsible for its faults. Then they] 6. ion to the members 
suddenly turned round and purposely let slip a . 
unigue opportunity of calling the Government 
to account, because to do so would have been 
contrary to their original programme. Thus 
they sought to threaten the Government into 
placing reliance upon them, while at the same 
time they sought to tantalize the Opposition. 
They had at first decided to introduce the Re- 
solution, for they imagined that so sudden a 
step would give the Opposition no time to 
marshal their forces, and the Resolution would 
consequently fail to ‘pass. In short, they 
expected to win public approval, without in 
any way injuring the Government. The Op- 
position appreciated the scheme, but as to 
call the Government to account for its errors 
was supremely urgent, they decided to avail 
themselves of the opportunity and to support 
the measure in a body. Then the Unionists 
revealed their true character. Confounded by 
the noise they had themselves caused, they 
pushed their meanness far enough to canvass 
against a measure introduced by themselves. 
What could be more ignominious? No wonder 
that men of strict integrity like Mr. Kashiwada 
should break away in sheer disgust, and that the 
Party is now in imminent danger of utter dis- 
solution. (This, we may mention, is an exag- 
geration, for it appears that, up to the present, 
Mr. Kashiwada alone has given notice of 
secession.) In another article the Progres- 
sionist organ writes that the National Unionists 
are dead; that such is always the fate of 
opportunists, and that their fall on the field 
of politics is not entirely useless, since it affords 
a good object lesson that a party not based on 
a fixed platform is sure to perish ignominiously 
sooner or later. 
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The Zokyo Shimbun strongly doubts whether 
the new amalgamation party, to be christened 
the Shimpo-to, ‘* Progressive Party,” can hope 
to possess any considerable degree of stability. 
The Liberal organ bases this doubt on the 
decision arrived at by the principal men in 
the Party, namely, not to nominate a leader 
but to elect 3 managers and a _ standing 
Committee of 30 to deal with the Associa- 
tion’s affairs. Without any leader to con- 
trol it, and all its arrangements having to be 
made by a Committee in conference, the party's 
actions will lack prompriitude. Why not plate 
Count Okuma, Viscount Tani, Mr. Kusumoto or 
Mr. Ohigashi at the head of the Party, asks the 
Liberal organ? The probable reason is that the 
relations existing between the various political 
facttons fused into the new Party do not admit 
of any one person’s being nominated leader. 
In other words, these various factions are dis- 
solved only in form and remain, as before, dis- 
tinctin spirit. The amalgamation of such units 
can never be genuine and must end in dissdlu- 
tion. A party headless and devoid of fixed 
principles is unworthy to be regarded as a 
political rival, concludes the Zokio Shimbun. 
We may mention, for the information of our 
readers, that the very vague platform on which 
the new Party stands is this:—to reform ad- 
ministrative abuses with the view of perfectiny 
the system of responsible Cabinets ; to re-mod 
the empire’s foreign policy so as to assert the 
national prestige; and to direct domestic poli- 
lics towards the development of industrial and 
commercial enterprise—a platform upon which 
the whole nation might conscientiously take its 
stand. a 


e 

The recent amendment made by the Navy 
with regard to the promotion of officers las so 
deeply affected the Chauvinist journal of fapan 
(the Wippon) that it confesses to have sled 
tears over the change. The splendid achieve- 
ments of the Imperial Japanese Fleet during 
the war, observes the extremists’ paper, were 
chiefly due—as explained by that high authority 
Lord Brassey of England—to the superior (alent 
and skill of (he Japanese naval officers compared 
with the Chinese. Needless to say, therefore, that 
to develop Japan’s Fleet into one of superior effi- 
ciency its officers should be required to undergo 
training in sea-going duties more even than be- 
fore. But such is not the policy that the Japanese 
Navy seems inclined to pursue in future, judg- 
ing by the amendment of the promotion reguia- 
tions. In England, Germany, America, and 
indeed almost every Western Power, the term 
of sea service prescribed for naval officers is con- 
siderably longer than that specified in the old 
Promotion Regulations of Japan, and yet that 
term is now to be shortened. It then appears 
that the Japanese naval authorities disregard 
the importance of service at sea, and instead of 
trying to lengthen the term of that service, which 
extended to a minimum of 3 years only under 
the old system, have taken exactly the op- 
posite course. No change could be worse 
and more dangerous. The cause must be 
sought in the fact that Japan, instead of fixing 
the complement of officers of the respective 
grades in conformity with the capacity of the 
fleet, took no heed of such proportions, and still 
adheres to the vicious system of appointing naval 
officers to posts in the Naval Department, thus 
diverting a considerable number of combatant 
officers to business that could easily be conduct- 
ed by civilians. The Government is actively 
engaged in augmenting the fleet and its arma- 
ment, and the task will probably be completed 
within a decade. But can the country possibly 
hope that a supply of efficient officers will be 
forthcoming in times of emergency? Can 
Japan’s naval men be as talented and skilled as 
those of other Powers? It is not always with 
China that Japan may be,obliged to fight. 

@ 


* * 

The Zokyo Shimbun (Liberal Organ) also 
writes strongly against the Unionists. The 
Liberals, it says, are not greedy to obtain a 
majority, but are simply resolved to stand up 
for justice, to assert genuine public opinion, and 
to thwart the machinations of unprincipled 
parties seeking to obstruct measures for the wel- 
fare of the State. Mere servile adherence to the 
opinions of others is despised by the Liberals. 
In another article the same paper explains 
why the Liberals did not allow the withdrawal 
of the resolution. If its introducers had openly 
attributed the withdrawal of the Bill to a 
conviction that its original introduction was 
entirely wrong, then they might have been suf- 
fered to take it off the Order of the Day. But 
inasmuch as they based their procedure on the 
pretext of prematureness, it was impossible for 
the Liberals to give their consent. The Diet 
must not be degraded into a place where 
factions may follow arbitrary and selfish lines 
of their own. The State can not suffer the 
Legislature to be converted into a mere play- 


ground for tricky factions. 


The Unionists are certainly placed in a posi- 
tion most peculier for a respectable political 
party. Abused roundly by party and inde- 
pendent journals alike, they cannot even obtain 
the support of their own organ, the Chuo, or 
that of their generally friendly advocate, the 
Choya. The two join in swelling the chorus of 
condemnation. 


e 
* e 

At last the Xasshin-/o has been formally dis- 
solved, to be amalgamated into a new Opposi- 
tion partly, whose birthday is fixed for the rst’ 
proximo. Natnrally, the Mainichi can not 
suffer the occasion to pass without penning a 
faneral eulogy. The history of the Progres- 
sionists has been one of constant danger, hard 
fighting, and desperate defence. Viewed from 
another standpoint, however, it is a history of 
glory and triumph. Its watch-words have been 
the assertion of genuine constitutional prin- 
ciples, and the abolition of the evil clan system 
of Government. To the attainment of these 
ends, vulgar and unprincipled folks, either 
directly or indirectly subservient to the Go. 
vernment, had endeavoured to offer various 
obstructions, but the Kaishin-Zo, unflinchingly 
faithful to their original projects, behaved with 
such admirable endurance that they were in- 
strumental, to no small extent, in inaugurating 
the strength and influence of clannism, and 
in developing the political ideas of people. The 
Kaishin-to organ then proceeds, in avery com- 
placent tone, to observe thatthe Party has been 
distinguished by morality rathtr than strategy ; 
Constancy rather that artifice, and untiring 
patience rather than ability; that while rival 
factions, which sought at first by every con- 
ceivable device, however foul, to oppose the 
ascending influence of the Kaishin-to, have 
subsequently fallen to the rank of hypocrites, 
and are following contemptible paths merely for 


* * 

The Nichi Niché also writes two articles about 
the action of the Unionists. One is of con- 
siderable length—three columns—and is chiefly 
devoted to rating them spverely for want of 
constancy. The meeting they held previously 
to the re-opening of the session, for the purpose 
of deciding whether to withdraw the Resolution, 
and the speech their leader made on that oc- 
casion are ridiculed by the Michi Nicht asa 
mere farce got up between Viscount Shinagawa 
and Mr. Sassa, the most influential member in 
the Party. It was, however, a decidedly mis- 
chievous farce, for it wasted 10 days of the 
House’s useful time, a thing that no honest 
politicians could induce themselves to effect. 
Since the Party came into existence in 1892, in 
the sequel of the extraordinary general election 
held that year, it has never been wholly ancon- 
nected with the Government. No pretence of 
its independence can get over the facts making 
for the contrary. Yet the Unionists are always 
lukewarm and clandestine in their attilude to- 
wards the Government. It they adhere to such 
an untrustworthy policy, the Micht Nichi does 
not hesitate to advise the Ito Cabinet to leave 
them severely alone. 


* @ 
The Fiji, Tokyo Shimbun, and Mainichieach 


” ® 
While deeply regretting, in its second article, 
devotes an article to discussing technical ques- 


that the Unionists did not take the manly course 


Google 
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er 
tions. The Fi is amazed at the progress that| sighted statesman—as witness his affirmation in 


Japanese industry has made during the past 
few years, especially since the war. At the 
same time our Contemporary regrets to observe 
that this progress is not general but only partial. 
In other words, 8 or 9 out of every 10 new in- 
dustrial enterprises are devoted to manufactur- 
ing so-called ‘' foreign goods,” the object ap- 
parently being to check the import of such 
goods. That purpose has been splendid- 
ly attained thus far. For example, cotton 
yarns, which, until a few years ago, constitut- 
ed one of the principal staples of import, 
are now produced abundantly at home, and 
are even exported abroad in considerable quan- 
tities. No such progress has been made in 
the case of manufactures originally carried on 
in the country: they are as old-fashioned as ever 
and have not developed at all. The contrast 
between beer and saké brewing, between fo- 
reign and Japanese paper manufacture, for ex- 
ample, is striking, one being carried on ac- 
cording to the latest technical processes, and 
the other in the old laborious method, with- 
out any regard to modern scieutific principles. 
Indeed the people seem to think that this 
wide difference in the processes of manu- 
facture is perfectly natural, and make no 
atlempt to improve the industries that have 
been in vogue in Japan from time imme- 
morial. No wonder that the Japanese are con- 
sidered by harsh critics to have a much greater 
capacity for the art of imitation than for that of 
invention. Judged from what this race has 
achieved in various fields of activity, the ¥#/: 
can not share such an opinion, but is convinced 
that the Japanese are capable of making great 
inventions. So long, however, as enterprise is 
limited to the manufacture of foreign goods, the 
nation’s ability will be misunderstood. At any 
rate, such a one-sided development of industry 
is highly regrettable. 


e a 

The arrest of Prof: Noro, of the Engineering 
College of the Imperial University, on a charge 
of complicity in the water-pipe frauds, fur- 
nishes a theme forthe Mainichi,which regards 
the event asa sign that corruption prevails in 
engineering and technical circles. Whether in 
the capital or in the provinces, says that journal, 
any extensive engineering works undertaken by 
the Government are sure to be contracted for 
by ‘‘ official merchants.” The works entrusted 
to these men are in most cases 80 badly executed 
as to be incapable of answering their purpose. 
For that evil result the contractors alone are 
not to blame ; the fault lies partly with the experts 
whose duty is to examine and superintend the 
works. These men are frequently unscrupulous 
enough to have a secret understanding with the 
contractors, thas betraying their official trust for 
the sake of personal gain. The Mainichi 
laments this deplorable state of affairs, especially 
at the present juncture, when, in consequence of 
her victorious war, Japan’s enterprises are ex- 
panding in every direction to an unprecedented 
extent. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


THE ''KBIZAI ZASSHI’S”’ SATIRES. 


Tur KXeisaé recently printed two satires, one 
directed against the leading statesmen in or out 
of the Government, and the other against the 
inanagers of prominent business concerns: The 
first is entitled ‘“‘Competitive Exhibition of 
Failures” and enumerates the failures that the 
Reizgi thinks can be scored against Marquis 
Ito, Counts Mutsu, Matsukata, and Inouye; 
Viscounts Shinagawa, Watanabe, and others. 
Itis needless to say that as the most prominent 
figure in Japanese politics and also on ac- 
count of the editor of the Xeisai being a 
leading member of the Opposition, Marquis 
Ito is the chief object of attack. The Kersai, 
however, is generous enough to limit itself 
to events subsequent to the War. Up to 
the conclusion of the Treaty of Peace, it says, 
when, in virtue of the victories achieved by 
Japan’s arms, the Marquis could worst Eas! Li 
in argument, it was all very well. Butthis last- 
ed only a short while, for Ito being a near- 


Go 


{Art. I. To read newspapers. 


December, 1893, that there was no need for an 
expansion of the national defences—his intrinsic 
worth was thrown Into high relief when he 
encountered the Three Powers. Then he made 
much ado about resigning but without success, 
and now he Is again making much bustle 
about a visit to Russia. Reputed for high 
intellectual vigour as Count Mutsn is, and 
with his actions much hampered by im- 
paried health, he still can not be excused of 
several diplomatic blunders committed since 
the war. Some people credit him with shrewd- 
ness in not having personally applied himself to 
these matters, but the Xessas cannot endorse 
that opinion. It is rather inclined to prefer 
the faithfulness of the Premier in affairs of 
State, though in conducting them he has 
signally failed. When the Liaotung peninsular 
question violently agitated the public, Viscount 
Shinagawa complacently looked on at the affair 
as a mere Outsider. However, when the rumours 
as to the resignation of Marquis Ito grew 
stronger, he expressly undertook a trip as far 
as Mikage to persuade Count Matsukata to 
succeed to the Premiership. It was a fool's 
errand, for the Viscount was subjected by the 
Count to the treatment Voltaire sustained at the 
hands of Frederick the Great. Partial as the 
Chuo is, it cannot, says the Xeisai, eulogise 
the Leader of the Party it represents for 
the part he played in this matter. That 
the Count rejected the proposal was only 
proper. He had but recently experienced 
considerable trouble—chiefly through his ill- 
judged entry into the Ito Cabinet, when they 
called on him to undertake the onerous duty of 
arranging the national finance incidental to the 
war—and it was not to be expected that he 
would readily undergo another martyrdom. 
Marquis Yamagata bears a share in Viscount 
Shinagawa’sblunder. Count Inouye has blun. 
dered in Korea, Viscount Nomura has tripped 
up over the Municipal Government and cog- 
nate Bills; Viscount Watanabe has blunder- 
ed over the new taxation measures. Carried 
away with its fondness for raillery, the Kesas 
does not even spare itself, but admits that ‘‘ we 
(the Opposition) have also many blunders to 
grieve over, chiefly because we were not more 
prudent.” The satire directed against the 
business men is headed, ‘'A Discussion on Re- 
tired men.” Prof. Hozumi, of the Imperial Uni. 
versity, says the writer, has printed a treatise on 
Retired Men which was thought at the time to 
be an exhaustive work. This idea was most 
mistaken, for the Kersag discovers that the 
learned jurist omitted one class of retired men 
that is growing more and more numerous, 
namely, leading officials of business concerns— 
the Presidents, Directors, or Managers of the 
Nippon Ginko, Yusen Kaisha, Nippon Tetsudo 
Kaisha, and so forth. Now what are these 
important personages doing for these impor- 
lant corporations? Virtually nothing. Should 
the provisions setting forth their actual offi- 
cial functions be drawn-op and formulat- 
ed, they would read somewhat in this way :— 
Art. II. To 
smoke tobacco. Art. III. To hold convivial 
meetings. Yet the recompense they receive 
from their offices in the form of salaries and 
rewards is so enormous that it is not much 
below the amount usually applied to working 
expenses. The most notorious case in this 
context is the Sugar Refinery at Sapporo, whose 
business is carried on for only 10 days or so in 
the year, being suspended for the rest of the 
twelve-month, and yet its officials are enabled 
upon their princely stipends to loll about at 
their ease. Prof. Hozumi ought to revise his 
work, and that right quickly. 


COMMISSION. 
Ir is the practice, observes the ¥if#, for mer- 
chants acting as middlemen in mercantile trans- 
actions to charge commission as recompense for 
their pains. Thus, when orders are given in 
Japan for machinery or ships, the company that 
accepts the order allows its agent in Japan a 
commission of 24 percent. ‘‘ The total amount 
that Japan has, therefore, been obliged to pay 
as commission to foreigners since the opening 


gle 


of the country, must reach an enormous figure. 
It is not surprising to learn that many 
a foreigner who originally landed in Yoko- 
hama with only a small trunk containing 
all his worldly effects, has, by taking up the 
business of commission agent between the Go- 
vernment, or people, and foreign manufacturers, 
reaped so much profit that he is enabled to live 
in luxury within a few years of his arrival. 
Foreign middlemen were formerly necessary, 
but it is no longer so, seeing that many Japan- 
ese merchants have respectable branch offices 
or agencies in England, France, and America, 
and can undertake the office of middle-men 
equally as well as foreigners. This transference 
of commission agency to Japanese should be 
promptly effected, as the orders that Japan 
will give in the future will represent an enor- 
mous sum. Supposing that out of the ship- 
building and arms—manufacturing expenses re- 
cently voted by the Diet, 50 million yen—about 
60 per cent. of the whole—is given to fo- 
reigners, commission at 2 per cent. would 
amount to a million and quarter yes, no incon- 
siderable sum. But the orders that Japan will 
send abroad within the next few years will in- 
volve far larger figures.” The $¥#i puts the 
total outlays of the Japanese abroad during 
the next seven years at 200 millions. If the 
commission on these orders passes into Japan- 
ese hands at once—as it should do, urges the 
Fiji—then so much additional benefit will 
accrue to Japan.” “Yet,” says our contem- 
porary ‘‘there is a certain class of men, who 
consider the taking of commission by foreigners 
perfectly justified, but who are loud in their de- 
nunciation of any Japanese merchant doing 
the same thing, regarding him, in extreme cases, 
as not-much removed from a robber. It is 
probable that in deference to this absurd idea 
that the Government has hitherto been obliged 
to rely almost exclusively upon foreigners when 
placing foreign orders. Such modesty is no 
longer suitable, and now that the foreign orders 
of Japan are growing more and more numerous, 
the practice should be abandoned and the agency 
of Japanese commission merchants employed 
instead.” All of which advice is singularly 
unbecoming in the columns of a journal like 


the Faz. 
DEATH OF THE R.W.D.G.M. OF NORTHERN CHINA. 


AN old resident, very well known and most 
popular and respected, passed away yesterday 
morning in the person of Mr. John Irwine Mil- 
ler, R.W. District Grand Master of the District 
Grand Lodge of Northern China, E.C., says the 
N.-C. Daily News of February 20th. He was 
born in the north of Ireland in December, 1837, 
and joined the firm of Jarvie, Thorburn & Co., 
Shanghai, coming from the well-known London 
firm of Harvey, Brand & Co., in March, 1860. 
He was subsequently a partner in the firm of 
John Jarvie & Co., Shanghai, and latterly a 
member of the firm of bill and bullion brokers, 
White and Miller, the successors of Miller, 
Mackenzie,and White. A cultivated, hospitable, 
and genial gentleman, ‘‘ J.I.,” as he was fami- 
liarly called, made friends of all who were 
brought in contract with him, and there is pro- 
bably no old resident of Shanghai who will be 
more widely missed or more generally regretted. 
He was a Volunteer in the old days of the 
Taiping Rebellion, an enthusiastic Freemason, 
a keen sportsman, and President of the St. 
Patrick’s Society. He did good service from 
lime to time on the Municipal Council, and was 
heartily interested in the welfare and prosperity 
of Shanghai. He had been suffering for some 
weekg from cancer of the cesophagus, and it was 
feared on Tuesday that he was sinking, and 
early yesterday morning he died suddenly from 
suffocation. The remains were accorded a 
Masonic Funeral on the 20th: representatives 
of all the Lodges, Chapters, and Councils at- 
tending. 


THE ‘‘HANKOW.” 
Tue N. P. steamer Hantow can hardly be call- 
ed a lucky ship in some respects, at least so far 
as Yokohama is concerned. When three days 
from this port on. her voyage from Tacoma her 
shaft cracked in the thrust block. Thero being 
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very little sea on at the time, the engine-room 
staff managed tokeep the fractured parts together 
and the Hankow slowing down, managed to 
made the port safely by the aid of sail and re- 
duced steam. But for this accident she would 
have been in two days ago. Itis expected that 
the repairs will take a week or ten days. 


ee 


pies COMMERCIAL BXPANSION. 
Tue Joyo Keisat Shimpo (Oriental Economist) 


gives a well arranged list of the new business 
enterprises, or projected expansions of otd -es- 
tablished concerns, that were announced be- 
tween December 26th, 1895, and February 10th 
of the current year. In a prefatory note, it 
says that whereas the aggregate funds invested 
in new banks or companies, or extensions of old 
concerns, between January, 1895, and Decem- 
ber 25th of the same year, was above 339,840,- 
000 yen, new business undertakings announced 


since January last are relatively more numerous 


The 


and involve a larger amount of capital. 
following table is then given :-— 


Jan. stto Dec. 26, °9g to 
Dec. 25, 1895. Feb. and ’96. Total. 
Yen. Yen. Yen. 
Banks  ..rcoorscorerceces 939,000 ...000 35.735 p00 .....6 74985 
Railway ...ccecee-coeee sg Yo sonaee 47, 1§0,002 ....06 376,910,3 
Other Companies ... 70,840,000 ...... 05,693,000 ...... 236,533,000 


It will thus be seen that the money invested in 
new or old enterprises from January, 1895, to 
the roth instant, totals 488,498,290 ven, of 
which 148,558,000 yen represents projects under- 
taken since the beginning of the year to the roth 
Subjoin-ed is a list 
of banks or companies either newly established or 
extended during the interval of a year and 41 


inst., that isto say, 41 days. 


days, having capitals of above 500,000 yen :— 
Name. Description. © i. 
Okayama Floot-mat Export Co,.,New... 


Osaka Yain Spinning Factory...New... 
Fushimi Silk Yarn Spinning 


Factory..ccocsescesssstsseetreeeesees NEW. 500,000 
Sakaye Coke Co. ....00 cacesercess New... 1,000,000 
Five-I'wo Staples Kyoto Weav- 

ine Co. sessecsececsceecssueeeoecenees ew... 500,000 
Amagasaki Spinning Factory ...Old ... 630,000 


Nankai Silk Yarn Spinning Fac- 

Y ccecseveecceceecceeeenevececeeseuses New... 
Tokyo Hemp Factory.....cee pein 
Kwansai Tow-Boat 
Kobe Camphor Refinery ...... ... New... 
Kwansai Coal Extraction Co. ,.. 
Fine Yarn 


Osaka Spinning 


Factory eeevesseenet <ived cae savdcbooete ew ten 2,000,000 


Yamato Fertilizers Co. .......0000.New... 
Tokushima Spinning Factory ...New... 
Senju Paper Mill ....csssseeree Old 
Kawachi Spinning Factory ......New... 


Osaka Cheques Exchange.........New... 500,000 
Kyoto Weaving Co.....seeeree sesees N@W,... 500,000 
Fujii Spinning Factory ....... sue New... 1,500,000 


Yamato ‘Tfawara Spinning Fac- 
tory.... 


Tokyo Glass Works v....cceeeeeeeNe@Weee. 500,000 
Moji Kyushiu Warehouse Co....New... 500,000 
Oji Paper Mill.....seesceeeees sessessQld ... 600,000 
Konagi Weaving Co.......0.4 .eeOld ... 650,000 


Osaka Nippon Table Salt Co.,..New... 


Hokkaido Hemp Factory ...... ..Old... 800,000 


Napoya Railway Wheel Manu- 
facturing Co. eenccenrecerse cepecee INGWoee 

Fushimi Weaving Co. ..ccccscees New... 

Katsura-gawa Water Electric 


oO. eesceateteeteesoeseaeenee ccocccesee INOWoee 1,500,000 
Tokyo Fire Insurance Co....001ee-Old ... 4,000,000 


Okayama Kwansai Products Co..New.., 500,000 
‘Takamatsu Spinning Factory ...New... 500,000 
Hiroshinva Spinning Factory ...New... 500,000 
Kyoto Tobacco Corssesesssesesees New... 500,000 
Tokyo Valuc-bearing Documents 

Exchange vrscccsccsevees sssrseseeIN@Weee 500,000 


Osaka Nippon Land Co...........New... 1,000,000 
Tsu Spinning Factory .......0New,.. 600,000 
Kobe Nippon Boyeki Kaisha ,,.New,.. 1,000,000 
Fukushima Koriyama Waste 

Silk Spinning Factory .........New... 
Nippon Stock Exchange .........New., 
Osaka Union Steamship Co. ...Old... 
Yokohama Union Storehouse 


500,000 
500,000 
835,000 


0. aes New... 500,000 
Osaka Warehouse Co. .....c00000.N@W,., 3,000,000 
Ise Fine Yarn Spinning Factory.New,,, 600,000 
Saitama-Arakawa Water Elec- ; 

tric Co. dacinatadcécankexvs tsi eas 1,000,000 
Yao Spinning Factory ........0...Old .., 500,000 
Saga Water Electric Co, ..s100.New,.. 500,000 


acesesnaetseseseeeerenestcensseges 
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500,000 
Yokohama Fire Insurance Co.... New... 10,000,000 
500,000 


tor ee 500,000 
Osaka ae pa Stock Co....New... 1,000,000 
News. 1,000,000 

Okayama Silk Yarn Factory .e. New... 2,000,000 
Cov cescscessees N€Wee. ¥,000,000 
500,000 
500,000 
Osaka Kwansai Steamship Co...New... 1,000,000 


osu ccedaceeesdusacselwe Week 1,000,000 


500,000 
500,000 
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Yamato Spinning Factory ......New... 500,000 


Ako Spinning Factory ... ssscove ew... 
Nippon Industry Encouraging 

Banke eaeceeeseeves i aie auc ecaweoe INEM Oa 2,000,000 
Yokohama Storehouse Bank ...New... 1,000,000 
Hakodate Savings Bank New... 


Tokai Saving Bank ....ceeeOld sss 500,000 


Nagoya Central Bank ..eccsesens New... 3,000,000 


Shizuoka Commercial Bank ......New... 2,000,000 
1,000,000 


‘Voyama-Hokuriku Bank sseceeseeOld ee 


16th National Bank ....cccseseeees Olid 800,000 
Kuwana Bank — ..scccsseees ‘uvaws ..e New... 1,000,000 
Stocks Hypothecation Bank... .. New... 3,000,000 


Osaka Nippon Commercial 

Battle vecacecsadeccccess sesceeeseesses INEW.e, 1,000,000 
Kishiu Banke ....ccsesccesceveeeeeees New... 500,000 
Osaka Nippon Storehouse ...... New... 5,000,000 
Kuwana Commercial Bank ...... New 600,000 
Tokyo Commodities Storehouse 

Bare ..ccccscscccccscses Wisaasvusens New... 500,000 
Osaka Shoken Batsk v.cccsceserseee New... 3,000,000 


‘i SKBTCHING BRITISH DEFENCES. 

A? Hongkong on the 17th inst., Baron Grae- 
venitz, a lieutenant on the Russian man-of-war 
Vladimir Monomakh, Lieutenant Epanchine, 
and Lieutenant Strannolninhsky, of the same 
vessel, were charged with unlawfully trespass- 
ing in the field works at Hongham Dock Fort 
for an unlawful purpose, and being in posses- 
sion of sketches and sketching materials on 
Sunday, the 16th inst. 
the defendants were not there with the intention 


of sketching, and that the sketches in the books 
found upon them were made on board their 
ship as they were coming intoharbour. A fine 
of $50 was imposed on each and their sketch- 


books forfeited. The China Mail, the Hong- 


of $500 or three months’ imprisonment. 


—_—_— 


YOKOHAMA AMATBUR ROWING CLUB. 





AN extraordinary general meeting of members 
of the Yokohama Amateur Rowing Club was 
held on Tuesday evening at the Club Hotel, to 
Mr. 


consider some alterations in the Rules. 
J. T. Boag presided, The amendments abolish 
the election of further honorary members; the 
names of candidates for election are to be posted 
inthe Club Honse, along with proposer and 
seconder, for a month; rejected candidates are 


not to be eligible again within less than a 


twelvemonth; while the election of members 
is transferred from the members to the Com- 
mittee: five members of Committee to vote and 
two black balls to exclude. 


Chairman seconded by Mr. Rickett. 





A HEARTY SBND-OFF. 

Herr Hecxert, the well-known chief brewer 
of the Kirin Beer (Japan Brewery) Company 
left for a visithome, on Saturday bythe N.D.L. 


steamer Hokensollern, and had an enthusiastic 
send-off. About 7 a.m. a long procession of 


Japanese left the Brewery on the Bluff, headed 
by a band. Many banners were flown and two 


huge Kirin, a magnificent beer-bottle, six feet 


high, and flowers galore were borne by the 
members of the procession.. After a solemn 
parade of the Bluff, the band made its way 
down the Bund and on tothe pier, alongside 
which the Hokensullern was lying. Here the 
leave-takings were very hearty on both sides. 
Herr Heckert carries with him the best wishes 
of all his friends for a pleasant holiday and a safe 
and speedy return. 





WRECK OF A SAILING SHIP. 


A TeLeGRam that appears in the China Gasetie, 
under date, Hongkong, February 19th, says 
that the Nova Scotian barque Lynnwood has 
been wreck on the Pratas Shoal, South of For- 
mosa. Her crew were picked up at Gap Rock 
and brought to Hongkong by the steamer 
Cassius, after being five days in an open boat. 
The Lynnwood, Captain Ross, was a wooden 
barque of 1,103 tons, built in Halifax in 1880. 
She left Shanghai on the 9th, for Manila, having 


500,000 
Nagoya Commercial Bank ,.,....New... 2,000,000 


The defence was that 
















kong Telegraph, aud the Datly Press all com- 
ment on the smallness of the penalty. The 
defendants rendered themselves liable to a fine 














The amendments 
were carried without discussion. Before separat- 
ing a resolution expressing the profound feeling 
of regret felt by the Club at the death of Mr. 
Jalian F. Pinn was passed on the motion of the 
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been chartered to carry a full cargo to New York. 
She had a bad reputation at Shanghai owing 
to trouble with her crew, several of whom were 
before the Magistrate for refusal of duty. She 
left with five of her crew in irons for mutiny. 
eee eae 
THE GROUNDING OF THE “ RHOSINA.” 
Tue arrival of the Oregon steamer Rhosina, 
Capt. Herriman, from Portland, was somewhat 
delayed through the vessel running aground 
between the two forts on Saratoga Spit, about 
five o'clock on Tuesday evening. Her engines 
were slightly disabled, rendering it impossible 
for herto go astern, but at high tide she was got 
off, and came up to Yokohama with her own 
steam, arriving about three o'clock in the after- 
noon. Captain Efford went down to the vessel's 
assistance, while the Suyehiro Maru proceeded 
down the Bay with steel hawsers and other ap- 
pliances, fortunately their aid was not required. 


ATTEMPTED ROBBERY ON THE ‘ BORNEO.” 
Tue Kobe Chronicle learns that just before the 
departure of the P. & O. steamer Borneo, from 
Kobe on Sunday morning, a bold attenrpt at 
robbery was frustrated. A carpet was missed 
from one of the alley-ways and a diligent search 
failed to discover it. It was, however, eventually 
found by an officer, who casually noticing 
a line hanging over the side of the ship, tried to 
pull it in, but found something weighty attached 
to it beneath the water. This proved to be the 
missing carpet. The coolies on board were 
given into custody ona charge of attempted theft. 





THE “PALL MALL GAZBTTE.” 
A Lonpon telegram appearing in the Daily 
Colonist of Victoria, says that Mr. Henry J. C. 
Cust, editor of the Pall Afal/ Gasette, and Mr. 
Muller, assistant editor, having declined to re- 
sign their positions, Mr. Astor has summarily 
dismissed them. They announce that they will 
immediately publish a statement of the reasons 
for their action. The editorial staff, upon learn- 
ing of their action, resigned in a body. 





MARINE DISASTER. 
A Lonnon telegram of January 2oth says that 
the iron screw steamer Ealing, a. vessel of 
2,000 tons register, built in 1882 at Blyth, in 
the north of England, has been wrecked on the 
coast of Nova Scotia. The crew took to the 
boats and were drifting about for 14 days before 
they were rescued. Fifteen of their number 
died from the effects of exposure and privation. 





THE NAGASAKI DIRECTORY. 

Tux handy little sheet Directory and Almanac 
issued from the office of the Rising Sun, main- 
tains ils reputation for correctness, nea(ness, 
and thoroughness in its edition for 1896. It 
will be found very useful for many things besides 
its list of sampan and jinrickshs fares. 


ee 
a 


ARRIVAL OF MR. CONSUL CHINDA 
AT CHUNGKING. 


_———_—_—__——_—_ --- 

The telegraph informs us that Mr. Consul 
Chinda reached Chungking on the 2oth instant. 
It will be remembered that many sinister pre- 
dictions were uttered with reference to the visit 
of the Japanese Commission to that place, but 
they appear to have been well received by the 
Chinese, who, whatever may be said to their 
discredit, are always ready to welcome traders. 


oo 
THE REVISED TREATY WITH 
GERMANY. 


——___———————— 

The negotiations for Treaty Revision are said 
to be now progressing very favourably with 
Germany. Some difficulties occurred at the 
outset with respect to the tariff, but these, we 
believe, have been satisfactorily disposed of. 
OO 


BALL IN TOKYO. 
—_——___-———-—— 


Marquis and Marchiouess Tokugawa have 


issued invitations for an evening party at the 
Imperial Hotel on the 5th proximo. 
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1HE POLITICAL SITUATION. 
—_———o__—_————- 

There is a great deal of excitementin Tokyo 
about the probable issue of to-day’s session of 
the Diet. The no-confidence Resolution of the 
National Unionists is now certain to be intro- 
duced, and if it passes, the Lower House will 
be dissolved, a result involving most inconveni- 
ent national consequences. Our readers will 
readily conceive that the vernacular journals 
have speculated much on the subject during the 
past few days. Originally the organs of the 
Opposition were very confident of success, and 
indeed there seemed to be good reason for their 
sanguine mood, seeing thatin this instance, the 
National Unionists, who hold the balance of 
power in the House, were expected to vote en 
bloc against the Government. Still, even these 
papers did not predict a majority of more than 
7 or 8 on the side of the Opposition, while, on 
the other hand, the independent journals looked 
forward to a difference of not more than 2 or 3 
votes either way. Thereare, intruth, many consi- 
derations that affect the ballotting in such a case. 
For example, 7 members from Gifu Prefecture— 
namely, 3 National Unionists, 2 Progressionists, 
1 Liberal, and 1 Independent—apprehending that 
dissolution would retard the works for the control 
of the Kiso River, have decided to absent them- 
selves from the House; and even among the 
National Unionists themselves some 20 out of 
their 30 members are said to be strongly op- 
posed to the introduction of any vote of censure 
before the Budget and its correlated measures 
have passed both Houses. Mr. Sassa Tomo- 
fusa’s influencesin the National Unionist Party 
is so great that, at the outeet, the mere fact of 
his endorsing the Resolution led the Party, as 
a whole, to support it. But reflection has 
changed that mood, and in consideration of the 
reluctance now shown by so many of its mem- 
bers, the leaders of the Party are said to have 
decided that the attendance of their followers 
in the House to-day shall be optional, which 
means that the Moderates will probably remain 
away. The Chuo Shimbun (organ of the Na- 
tional Unionists) still persists in counting 149 
supporters of the Resolution and 141 opponents, 
but admits frankly that its calculation includes 
several uncertain elements on the side of the 
“ayes.” We ourselves have information that 
that measure has no chance of passing. 





—_— 





MARSHAL MARQUIS FAMAGATA'S 
APPOINIMENT AS SPECIAL AM.- 


BASSADOR 170 KUSSIA. 
——_—_——_—~o_ 

Though not officially announced, says the 
Nichi Nichi, the Premier’s visit to Russia was 
practically fixed. Since then, the state of affairs 
both at home and abroad has undergone changes 
that do not to permit the absence from Japan 
of a statesman of his importance. Hence the 
project has been abandoned, and on Friday 
last, Marshal Yamagata was appointed in his 
stead. The choice is entirely satisfactory, for, 
as a soldier, the Marshal personally directed 
the Imperial Army in the late War, or partici- 
pated in the councils of State and took a most 
prominent part in affairs connected with the 
intervention of the three Powers with regard 
to Liaotung. Moreover, His Excellency is said 
to entertain decided views about the relations 
between Japan and Russia, in which latter 
country he enjoys considerable confidence. On 
these accounts, the Wichi Michi learns, the 
Marquis has been appointed to represent Japan 
on the occasion of-the Coronation of the Czar. 
The success of the mission admits of no doubt. 

The chief reason, we read in the same 
journal, why the Premier has given up the 
idea of visiting Russia is because he is 
determined to bear to the end the grave re- 
sponsibility of carrying out the various mea- 
sures incidental to the War, a task that has 
grown more difficult owing to the House of 
Representatives’ changed attitude. At the 
opening of the session, the majority of the mem- 
bers, alive to the dictates of the time, devoted 
themselves with sincerity to discussing the 
Budget and the various projects of law connec- 


measures of vital national importance. 


ted with the development of the national defences 
and resources, the result being an admirable 
sight, never previously witnessed since the in- 
auguration of the constitutional system of 
government in Japan. This happy state of 
affairs did not lastlong. Onthe contrary, when 
fresh troubles broke out in Korea, and when the 
completion of the national armament and the 
fostering of the country’s industries demanded 
more urgent attention than ever, the Lower 
House, acting on the strength of fragmentary 
information, set itself to take the Ministry to 
task, and, with unpardonable precipitation, at- 
tempted to obstruct vital affairs of State. Con- 
sequently, should the House be found persistent 
in ils recent mood so far as to refuse amicable 
cooperation with the Executive in the task 
of elaborating and carrying out the various 
measures imperatively necessitated by the 
War, and so far as to withhold its consent to 
Steps essential to the welfare of the State, the 
Government will not hesitate to dissolve the 
House and make, on its own responsibility, 
whatever arrangements may be required for 
carrying out the projected programmes. For 
those reasons the Premier has decided to give 
up his intended visit to Russia, though he 
earnestly desired to make the journey. It is 
curious to observe, adds the Michs Nicks, that 
the Opposition are endeavouring, at this junc- 
ture, to win the support of the Independents by 
fabricating rumours that the Government can 
not dissolve the House, and that Marquis Ito, 
will not remain long in office. In point of fact, 
the Government is determined to dissolve should 
the House prove itself so forgetful of the in- 
terests and welfare of the State as to obstruct 
The 
Premier has abandoned his cherished idea of 
going to Russia becausé of the above deter- 
mination, and because he has made up his mind 
to pursue energetically all the important pro- 
grammes now under deliberation. Any In- 
dependent inclined to support the Resolution 
of want of confideuce must therefore do so at 
the risk of inviting dissolution. 





FAPANESE INDUSTRIAL AND COM- 
MERCIAL COMPETITION. 
—_—___—____-_— 

In a letter published in these columns a few 
days ago, our Sydney correspondent alluded to 
the fear entertained by Australians generally 
that Japan’s cheap labour and cheap manufac- 
tures boded nothing but ill to the Australian 
colonies. The F:jé Shimpo has of late :epeat- 
edly referred to the existence of the same feel- 
ing in America. The Californians are about to 
take special action to keep articles of Japanese 
manufacture out of the State. They are collect- 
ing material for a full representation to Con- 
gresson the subject. They also propose to send 
representations on the question to the various 
Chambers of Commerce in the United States 
urging them lo adopt restrictive measures and 
to ask Congress to appoint a Commissioner to 
visit Japan and draw up a report on the cost of 
manufacture, &c., inthis country. Butthe same 
paper, with its usual degire to state fairly both 
sides of a question, quotes the Mew York 
Maritime Register ow the subject of Japanese 
competition. The following expresses the view 
of that journal. Americans are easily alarmed. 
It is said that because the Japanese won a great 
victory against China and because they of late 
years have been making rapid progress in 
commerce and industry, they are now going 
to prove formidable rivals to the old commer- 
cial nations of the world. Persons who talk 
thus display no little ignorance. Though the 
Japanese have developed very rapidly and are 
very anxious to rank with the great l’owers in the 
West, they are not as a nation endowed with the 
capacity to oust any of their formidable com. 
mercial rivals from the position of eminence 
that the latter now occupy. Even supposing 
that Japan doesbecome one of the chief commer- 
cial nations of the world, there are no grounds 
for asserting that her people will supplant the 
present leaders in trade and industry. Westerns 
will not consent to be deprived of their gains in 
the easy manner that some predict. A great 
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business for some years previously. 





deal has been made of the fact that the Japan 
Mail Steamship Company is buying new 
steamers and opening new lines of service. The 
fact is that at the conclusion of the late war the 
company found itself in possession of steamers 
for which it had not sufficient employment at 
home and of a large sum of money, sepresent- 
ing profits last year, which it chose to em- 
ploy in extending its operations rather than 
in enriching its shareholders, The idea that 
because the Japanese have increased their fleet 
by a few thousand tons they are abont to rival 
the great shipowning countries of the West is 
too absurd to need confutation. In competition 
with Japan we have nothing whatever to fear. 
It becomes us to be on our guard, but that we 
Shall be left behind in the race no one com- 
petent lo judge can for a moment suppose. 

















THE PIONEER FOREIGN-GOODS 
DEALER IN TORYO. 
—_—___.@ 

Mikawaya Kozaburo, a well-known foreign- 
goods dealer in Hatagocho, Kanda, has fur- 
nished the history of his shop, in compliance 
with a request from the District Office of Kanda. 
The record is of special interest, inasmuch as 
it enables us to form some idea about the early 
sl commerce. The shop is 
the oldest among its kind in Tokyo and Yoko- 
hama, for it was started in the and year of the 
Anseé era, that is to say, exactly 42 years ago, 
The original proprietor had been engaged in 
When, in 
1853, Commodore Perry arrived at Uraga, | 
Kozaburo went thither in the capacity of 
clerk to one Iseya Soyemon, purveyor to a 
certain Vashiks in Yedo, and took part in con- 
structing and arranging a building for the re- 
ception of the foreign visitors. While there h 
incurred the suspicion of the Shogunate it 
consequence of having given to an American 
interpreter, by special request, an ivory ne¢fsube 
attached to his tobaccu pouch. He was even 
arrested and thrown into prison, but obtained his 
release after an explanation and remonstrance 
from the receiver of the netsuke. Kozaburo 
traded in general goods—Japanese, of course— 
and was patronized by several Daimyo, among 
them some of the Shogunate officials in charge 
of foreign affairs. Through the sanction of the 
latter, he was allowed to sell his wares to 
foreigners residing in Tokyo. On the occasion 
of the night assault by Ronin at Tozenji, Taka- 
nawa, Kozaburo tuok partin the defence, which 
friendly act brought him into high favour with 
his foreign customers, This growing intimacy 
was regarded with strong disapproval by his 
fellow.citizens, who gradually refused to carry 
on friendly intercourse with him, and even went 
so far as to refrain from selling anything to him | 
—apparently the first historical resort to boy- 
cotling in Japan. Obliged at last to close his 
shop, and smarting ander the ignominious treat- 
ment extended to him by his acquaintances 
and neighbours, he determined to compen- 
sate himself by engaging in transactions with 
foreigners. This was the turning point in 
his career. He bought mefsuke and similar 
objects of art, or had them specially made, and 
sold them to foreign customers. About that 
time, the celebrated von Siebold came to 
Nagasaki and subsequently to Yedo, where 
he conferred on Kojiro the great benefit 
of teaching him what kind of objects were 
adapted to forelgn taste; advice much needed. 
Acting upon this counsel, Kojiro exported con- 
siderable quantities of such goods, and, at the; 
same time, made extensive purchases of foreign } 
wares whenever an opportunity offered. With 
the arrival of foreign merchants at Yokohama 
aud the establishment of regular foreign 
commerce, this far-sighted merchant enjoyed 
the fruits of his prescience, and was amply 
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avenged upon his narrow-minded persecutors, ... 


Patronized by Sir Rutherford Alcock, Sir Harry ; 
Parkes, and almost all the foreign Ministers in 
Japan, he used to find employment for more 
than 300 artizans, and his name became known 
not only iv Ktrope and America, but even in 
Persia. When Vice-Admiral Viscount Eno- 
moto passed though Persia in 1881 on hie 


238 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


{Feb. 29, 1896. 








way back from Russia, he was asked by the 
Persian Court to arrange that it might obtain 
a supply of Japanese fancy wares and art objects. 
Advised by the Viscount, Kojiro, sent his son 
to Teheran with a consignment of such goods 
judged suitable to the taste of the Oriental 
people. The young man was hospitably treated 
there, and had the honour of receiving a decora- 
tion, Kojiro died in 1889 and was succeeded 
in the business by one of Yits sons. This second 

| Kojiro has gone to America to instruct himself 
as to the state of the market there, and has 
taken one of his clerks, with the view of open- 
ing a branch store. 





PROSPECTS OF THE NEW TAXATION 
MEASURES. 


———_-o—_- -----—- 

The latest intelligence given by the vernacular 
press about the new taxation laws is this :— 
Registration Tax :—The Special Committee 
have decided to expunge the tax on census re- 
gistration, their argument being that to impose 
taxes on marriages, deaths, births, and so forth, 
before the Civil Code is enforced would be un- 
reasonable. The result of the amendment will 
be to reduce by abont a million and a half 
the estimated yield of the tax. Saké Tax :— 
The majority of the Committee being of opi- 
nion that for the sake of augmenting the Public 
Revenue, the changes originally formulated by 
the Treasury should be approved, it is pro- 
bable that, despite the opposition organized by 
the brewing interest, the proposal of the Go- 
vernment will be suffered to pass the House. 
Business Tax:—This is the most knotty pro- 
blem among all the new taxation measures, 
being from its nature exceedingly complicated. 
After repeated deliberations the Special Com- 
mittee are said to have decided to adopt the 
policy of leaving capital as far as possible un- 
taxed, and also of placing the businesses of 

, warehousing and hotel-keeping under special 
headings. These amendments will involve a 
reduction of about 400,000 yer in the original 
estimates. Tobacco Monopoly :—This is the 
most unpopular Bill of all, so much so that its 
passage is considered exceedingly doubtful. The 
Special Committee contend that in addition to 
the fact that the receipts accruing from, and the 
outlays demanded by, the monopoly are not 
likely to differ much, even after the system is 
fairly launched, considerable initial expenses 
will be needed for building store-houses and so 
forth; and that, though they might give their 
approval to a measure for increasing the revenue 
by effecting suitable amendments in the exising 
Tobacco Tax Regulations, they are constrained 
to differ absolutely from the Treasury as to the 
monopoly scheme. Such are said to be the 
prevailing opinions among the members of the 
Special Committees with regard to the Bills 
submitted to them. Supposing, then, that the 
Committees opinions are endorsed by the House, 
and supposing that the Government's measures 
for meeting the deficit in the Budget are con- 
sequently reduced by several million yen, the 
question necessarily ensues, how is the gap 
to be filled. There are two new sources of 
taxation which the Treasury, in compliance 
with the request of the Special Committee on 
the Business Tax, has suggested; one being 
an amendment of the tax on building land, 
and the other a taxon profits. With regard 
to the former, the idea is to revise the land tax 
in so far as building sites are concerned, and 
to place such land under a distinct heading, 
The total yield to the Revenue from building- 
land is at present 1,004,077 yen in round 
numbers. But the Treasury is said to be of 
opinion that the rate might be increased, ac- 
cording to localities, by from 20 to 25 percent., 
the yield being thus augmented to 1,927,- 
305 yen, approximately. The second project, 
as already referred to in this journal, is to 
impose a tax on whatever part of the pro- 
fits of banks and mercantile companies, &c., 
exceeds a return of § per cent. on the capital 
invested. Three different ratios are suggested 
by the Treasury, viz., 349; on the various ex- 
changes ; ;%% on the Nippon Bank, and also 
vos On other banks, insurance companies, rail- 


way companies, steamship companies, and so 
forth. According to this estimate, a sum of 
over 354,000 yen would accure from exchanges ; 
563,114 yen from the Nippon Ginko, and above 
4 millions from other business concerns; in all 
4,924,566.289 yen. These two items aggregate 
about 6 millions. They would suffice to cover 
the deficit arising from the proposed amend- 
ments or rejections of the Government taxation 
ineasures still in the hands of the Special Com- 
mnittees. 


THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 
o---— + 

The $176 Shimpo points out that the National 
Unionists made a fatal blunder in withdrawing 
the Resolution of want of confidence in the 
Cabinet. The House, by its practice in the 
past, has established for itself the right of for- 
bidding the withdrawal of measures already 
placed on the Order of the Day. But it has never 
attempted to exercise such a vote in the case 
of the postponement of a measure’s introduction, 
Time and again Bills have been placed on the 
Order of a particular day, and when the time 
came for their consideration by the Houses a 
simple announcement that their introducers 
desired to postpone them, has always been ac- 
cepted without protest of any kind. An example 
occurred no farther back than the 26th instant, 
when a Bill with reference to mining was thus 
treated. Had the National Unionists, ap- 
preciating this point of procedure, simply given 
notice of a desire to postpone the introduction 
of the much-talked-of Resolution, they would 
have been saved much humiliation. They puta 
weapon into the hands of the Opposition poli- 
licians, who used it for all it was worth. 





MARQUIS ITO'S VISIT TO RUSSIA. 
——__---y~ —_—__-—- 

Marquis Ito’s visit to Russia has been aban- 

doued. 





His Excellency's leaving Japan at the present 
juncture. Those reasons are now supple- 
mented by the Korean coup d'éfat, which ob- 


viously adds to the necessity for the Premier’s 


stay in Japan. The Marquis’s decision to 
remain has been immediately followed by the 
appointment of Field-Marshal Marquis Yama- 
gata as Ambassador to attend the Coronation 
Ceremonies in St. Petersburg on the 28th of 
May. His Imperial Highness Prince Fushimi 
will also proceed to Russia as the Emperor’s 
special representative, though the Prince’s ap- 
pointment has not yet been actually made, we 
understand. Doubtless there will be a con- 
siderable suite of Court officials and military 
officers, whose names may he looked for soon 
in the Gasetfe. The choice of Marquis Yama- 
gata seems to us veryhappy. His Excellency’s 
name is well known all over Europe as the 
leader of Japan’s forces in the Korean and 
Manchurian campaigns, and he is likely to 
receive a geuuine ovation. 


NOTIFICATION OF 1HE FOREIGN 
OFFICE. 
—-——+ 

The Foreign Office issued the following noti- 
fication on Saturday last, over the signature of 
Marquis Saionji, Acting Minister of Foreign 
Affairs :— 

Subjects or citizens of Occidental countries have 
ing treaties of Commerce and Navigation with the 
Empire of Japan, shall be entitled to live and 
carry on commercial transactions at Tamsui, Ke- 
lung, Anping, Tainan, and Taku, in Formosa, 
aud ships and boats of those Powers shall be al- 
lowed to enter and clear at the ports of Tamsui, 
Kelung, Anping, and Taku, carrying cargo. Fure 
ther, with due regard to the special conditions ex- 
isting in the island, the provisions of the existing 
Treaties of Commerce and Navigation, Tariff 
Regulations, and othe: Conventions between Japan 
and the said Powers, shall be extended, as far as 
possible, to the subjects or citizens of the Powers 
now residing in Formosa or hereafter repairing 
hither, and also to ships or boats of the respective 
nationalities either found in the ports of the island 
or hereafter calling there. 
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We explained, some time ago, various 
reasons that made us doubt the possibility of 







PROMOTION OF NAVAL OFFICERS. 
5 a > 

The Naval Department has amended its 
Promotion Regulations, The main object in 
the amendment is to facilitate the promo- 
tion of subordinate commissioned officers. 
According to the old regulations, a sub-lieu- 
tenant or an officer of equivalent rank, could 
not be promoted to a higher grade unless his 
active service at sea amounted to two years at 
least; and a lieutenant or officer of equivalent 
rank had to serve three years at sea in order to 
become eligible for promotion. These provi- 
sions proved highly inconvenient, for a sub- 
lieutenant whose service on board a man-of- 
war extended (to say, a year and a half, could 
not be made a lieutenant even though he sub- 
sequently served on shore for two or three years. 
Hence such officers were not infrequently left 
behind in their official career by their juniors, 
who, though appointed later, attained promotion 
to higher ranks so soon as their service at sea 
satisfied the above time limit. In the Amended 
Regulations the distinction between sea and 
land service is expunged, and henceforth a sub- 
lieutenant whose active service, whether on land 
or at seu, has aggregated three years, becomes 
eligible for promotion ; similarly, a lieutenant 
will be qualified for the rank of commander so 
soon as he has put in five years’ active service, 
whether ashore or afloat. 
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In an article on the above subject, the ¥é# 
Shimpo maintains that the standard set up by 
medical examiners in Japan is too high to suit 
the exigencies of the time. The country is 
poorly supplied with medical practitioners. 
Statistics show that at the beginning of Iast 
year, the total number of ductors in Japan wae 
39,634. Of these 12,984 had graduated in Go- 
vernment medical colleges or passed the ex- 
amination necessary for obtaining a Go- 
verninent certificate. The remainder are all 
practitioners of the old school, whose methods 
are antiquated and whose age and experience 
can never make up for deficiency of knowledge. 
Comparing this number with the total popula- 
tion of Japan, the rate is onedoctor for every 
3,246 persons approximately. But since medi- 
cal men of the new school find it more to 
their benefit to live in the great centres of 
population, the provinces are very poorly sup- 
plied with thoroughly efficient doctors. For the 
most part country people are consigned to the 
tender mercies of quacks of the old Chinese 
school. But even including such practitioners, 
the provinces are only furnished with doctors at 
the rate of one physician to .every 10,000 
persons, owing to the preference shown for 
large towns by medical men generally. This 
is a state of things that demands the earnest 
attention of the Government. As a tem- 
porary measure the Fé advocates the 
lowering of the standard that applicants 
for medical certificates are required to reach. 
This, our contemporary contends, can be 
done without running the risk of authorising 
thoroughly incompetent practitioners. The 
necessity of the times renders the choice between 
two evils imperative. Since high class doctors 
are not forthcoming in sufficient numbers to 
supply present demand, either men of mediocre 
attainments who have been trained according 
to Western modes must be allowed to practise, 
or precious human lives must be still exposed 
to the haphazard methods and clumsy experi- 
ments of charlatans. The farmer course, con- 
sidered from whatever point of view, has far 
less drawbacks than the latter. In adhering 
to their high standard, the authorities are doubt- 
less actuated by the best of motives. They 
think that by this means they will save the sub- 
jects of Japan from the evils of unskilful medical 
treatment. But they overlook the fact that the 
people about whose welfare they are anxious 
have been for years, and are still, exposed to 
worse evils than could possibly result from the 
medical practice of men possessing even a falr 
amount of knowledge derived from Western 
sources, 
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: sang by the Japanese, and that the corpses 
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KOREA. 

eon ay 

HE statement recently published that 

the provincial insurrections in Korea 

had been caused primarily by a desire.to 
avenge the death of the QUEEN, notby a 
conservative objection to the hair-cutting 
edict, is not consistent with the latest 
news received from the Peninsula. A 
fresh outbreak is reported from the neigh- 
bourhood of An-dong, the rebels—who 
possess fire-arms—having attacked Kwon- 
chhalsh from the direction of Kang-won- 
do. Moreover, the Ko-heung insurgents, 
though their strength has been diminished, 
are still thought capable of renewing the 
attack, and the Chhung-chu rebels, who 
muster from a thousand to fifteen hundred 


arms, the Kim Cabinet having been over- 
thrown, and all those connected with the 
coup d'état of October the 8th having been 
either killed or proscribed. ‘The situation 
requires explanations that we are not yet 
in a position to give. At first sight, how- 
ever, it looks as though the insurrection 
were now directed chiefly against the. 
Japanese, whatever its prime motive may 
have been. 

~“Another and much plainer conclusion is 
that the chances of preserving law and 
rder in the peninsula must be very slen- 
der so long as the KING and Crown 
Prince remain fugitives in the Russian 
Legation, and so long as the Cabinet 
shares the same asylum, unless, indeed, 
Russia herself boldly undertakes the task 
of restoring tranquillity. A more anomal- 
ous position can scarcely be conceived. 
If the present SOVEREIGN of Korea can 
neither protect himself nor administer the 
Kingdom without seeking shelter under 
the flag of a foreign country, one of two 
conclusions is inevitable: either Korea is 
not fit to be independent, or the KING is 
not fit to be KING. Even Russia is pro- 
bably embarrassed by the circumstances 
confronting her. She can scarcely be 
prepared to go as far as the situation 
seems likely to lead her; indeed, she 
knows that to do so must involve grave 
complications. Yet, having taken the very 
remarkable step of giving asylum in her 
Legation to the KING and Crown Prince 
of Korea, and having apparently taken the 
still more remarkable step of allowing-hee 
Legation to be converted into administra- 
tive offices for the Korean Government, it 
is difficult for her now to escape all the 
consequences of her actions. Mean- 
while, we are forcibly reminded of the 
eason advanced last spring by the Three 
Powers when they invited Japan to eva- 
cuate her territorial acquisitions in Man- 
churia. They are represented as having 
Heged that if Japan held the whole 
district from the Yalu to the Liao, 
on the east and west, and from Feng- 
hwang and Haichien to Port Arthur, 
on the north and _ south, the inde- 
pendence of Korea would be illusory. 
Thus their interference was apparently 
based on the desire of making the in- 
dependence of 
But the true significance of thei action 
was to transfer the cantrol of Oriental 
affairs from the East to the West. No 
one looking below the surface could fail 
perceive that from the moment of 
Japan’s agreeing to retrocede her Man- 
churian acquisitions at the bidding of 
Russia, France, and Germany, the direc- 
tion of Oriental . policy was shifted from 
Tokyo and Pekin to St. Petersburg, Paris, 
and Berlin. Thenceforth the responsibility 
for Korea’s independence ceased to be 
with Japan, and devolved upon the three 
European Powers. We can not suppose 
that they fail to recognise the actualities 
of the situation, or to peceive that by 





artillery, do not appear to be yet quelled, 
though they have been beaten several 
times with heavy loss by Japanese troops. 
We read further that the insurgents whos 
head-quarters were in Chhol-yong hav 
been driven back to Hol-yang and Kin 


of eae telegraph operators have been 
found on the line of the insurgents’ retreat. 

It is not likely that many of our readers 
will be able te gather aclear geographical 
idea from such a catalogue of names as 
the above, and many will probably be 
puzzled to understand why Japanese troops 
are engaged fighting Korean insurgents 
while the King of KOREA is a fugitive in 
the Russian Legation, and the administra- 
tion of the kingdom is being conducted 
under the protection of the Russian flag. 
Both sources of perplexity will be dispel- 
led when we explain that the Japanese are 
merely operating from Gensan (Wonsan) 
Fusan, and Séul, to clear the lines of tele- 
graph belonging to this country, and to 
restore direct communication between the 
capitals of Japan and Korea. 

But what are these rebels now fighting 
about? The public has been informed, 
apparently on trustworthy authority, that 
immediately after the successful comple- 
tion of the recent coup a’étét, the Korean 
troops (Kumrentat, or forces drilled by 
Japanese instructors) were recalled, that 
a general amnesty was proclaimed, and 
that the origin of the insurrection was 
officially declared to have been solely a 
wish to punish the murderers of the 
QuEEN. Obviously if the force sent 
by the Korean Government to deal 
with the insurgents has been withdrawn, 
and if a general amnesty has been pro- 
claimed, although the insurgents . con- 
tinue to destroy Japanese property 
and to attack Japanese soldiers en- 
gaged in the due discharge of their law- 
ful duties, the Korean Cabinet has in- 
curred a very grave responsibility towards 
Japan, and may be severely called to ac- 
count. Obviously, also, if the rebels hadj 
no motive except to avenge the assassi 
nation of the QUEEN, there exists not the 
least reason for their continuing under 
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converting themselves into a tribunal of 


appeal from Japan’ s procedure i in respect 
of Korea and Chinese affairs, they fatally 
weakened her for all conclusive action in 
the East. It will be interesting to see 
how they propose to solve the problem 
that has grown out of their own action. 
Wecan not perceive that the independence 
of Korea is a very tangible quantity at 
present, or r that it can ever be guaranteed 
until the logical outcome of the Liaotung 
interferences is practically pe wieere 


THE RESOLUTION OF WANT OF 
CONFIDENCE. 
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N Tuesday, when the House of Repre- 

sentatives assembled after its ten- 
days’ suspension, it was found that the 
Resolution introduced by the leader of 
the National Unionists, Mr. SASSA ToMo- 
FUSA, on the 15th instant, but not then 
brought up for discussion, stood second 
on the Order of the Day. ‘That, however, 
was a mere formality, for the National 
Unionists, at a meeting held on Monday, 
had decided to withdraw the Resolution, 
and the fact had become publicly known 
before the House met. We may say 
here, at once, that the effort of retiring 
incontinently from their position in such 
a matter, seems to have severely taxed 
the discipline of the National Unionists, 
and may still cost them the loss of some 
members. At their meeting on Monday, 
Viscount SHINAGAWA took the chair, 
and offered a brief explanation. He 
said, in effect, that the receipt of 
alarming intelligence from Korea induced 
the National Unionists to introduce a Re- 
solution which had taken the public by 
surprise, and had apparently involved the 
suspension of the Diet. Subsequently, 
however, things had altered both at home 
and abroad, and the most fitting course 
seemed to be one of careful vigilance, 
until the set of the current of politics 
could be clearly determined. I[n_ the 
meanwhile, the duty of the Party was to 
act in accordance with the spirit of their 
Manifesto issued two months previously ; 
in other words, to promote the progress 
of the various measures rendered neces- 
sary by the war, and he therefore invited 
_|his hearers to forego, for a while, their 
intention of introducing a_ resolutiou 
condemning the Cabinet’s policy. The 
vagueness of this explanation was not 
calculated to satisfy all the Viscount’s 
hearers. Several questions were address- 
ed to him, and among his answers he cited 
the conduct of the British House of Com- 
mons in connection with this very affair, nor 
did he hesitate to admit that calmer reflec- 
tion had shown him the unwisdom of weak- 
ening the Government’s hands at such a 
juncture. The extreme wing of the Party, 
under the leadership of Mr. KASHIWADA 
NORIBUMI, emphatically declined to regard 
Viscount SHINAGAWA’'S views as a suff- 
cient reason for ignominiously abandon- 
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ing an attempt that had attracted so much | preciation, the taxes levied on the land in| No. 20, AGREEMENT. 
1 Plot of Land,,.......65 ken 4 shaku 5 sun to the 









































































































attention, and although the Viscount re- question—the Japanese land-tax is nomin- ST liceaa. 
ferred to Marquis YAMAGATA’S intended | ally assessed according tothe market price 5 ken 1 shaku 8 sun to the 
north-west. 


of the land—had reached an amount actu- 
ally larger than the rent, sothat he not only 
derived no profit from his property but 
suffered annual loss. The lessee declining 
to entertain any proposition for increasing 
the rent, and contending that his lease 
secured him against all such claims, the 
case was carried before the two tri- 
bunals mentioned above, both of which 


visit to Russia as a significant step that 
should not be imperilled by any pre- 
cipitate action on the part of the Diet, 
Mr. KASHIWADA declined to be ap- 
peased, or to modify his opinion that 
a Cabinet perpetually blundering in its 
foreign policy was fit to be entrusted 
with the conduct of State affairs. Fin- 
ally the Viscount left the meeting in 


Super: ficial measurement 30 ésubo. 

The above-mentioned land, situated in Otes 
machi, Kobe, is by this present agreement rented 
to Joseph Masarenhas, an American citizen, and 
his heirs, at a yeatly cent of 4 ryo; it being 
agreed that the said yearly rent shall be paid in 
advance; and that, in the event of failure to inake 
such payment in advance, the land shall be 
vacated. 

Io witness of the above agreement we hereby 
affix our seals and signatures :— 


(Signed) Yamasairoy, HEISHIRO. 


excitement, bidding his tollowers to de- rane i favour of the lessor, and ruled (Sealed) 
cide for themselves, which they did after| that the ESSCe meh Pay 2 Fone assessed (Signed) JoserH Masargnnas. 
some hours’ discussion, 26 resolving to be | the basis of the present letting value of (Sealed) 

adjoining lands. Astothecriticisms evok-| (Dated) 3rd year of Mesji, 


6th day of 8th month. 


It will be at once apparent that the above 
is not in any sense a perpetual lease. Ac- 
cording to Western principles of law, it 
is simply a yearly lease. Lessor or lessee 
would be competent, either in Europe or 
in America, to terminate such an agree- 
ment by giving a year’s notice. That is 
a most important point. All the unquali- 
Ged denunciations hitherto published with 
respect to the action of the Hyogo Local 
Court were based solely upon the hypo- 
thesis that the lease was in perpetuity. 
But if the lease was terminable on a 
year’s notice, it may be asked why the 
lessor brought suit in a law court. If he 
desired to obtain an increased rent, he 
had only to give to his tenant the option 
of either paying more or surrendering the 
land. The explanation depends upon an 

interesting Japanese custom. Although 

perpetual validity is not recognised in 

the case of a contract assigning a fixed 

rent for land of variable value, the lessor 
is not considered competent by his own 
decision to eject a tenant holding land 

under such a contract. The only proce- 
dure open to him in the event of his 
tenant’s insisting on retaining possession, 
is to appeal to a law court, on the ground 
that the contract rent has become unjustly 
low. Should the law court, after due in- 
vestigation, decide that the rent is suffi- 
cient, the lessor has no further recourse : 
he must leave the tenant undisturbed. 
But if, on the other hand, the court finds 
the rent disproportionatly small, the 
tenant must either accept the court’s 
re-assessment or give up the land. That 
seems to us an excellent custom. The 
tenant is protected against any extor- 
tion on the part of his landlord, and the 
landlord is protected against the injustice 
of being held to an agreement no longer 
compatible with circumstances. An ex- 
ample of tenant-right has just been fur- 
nished in Kobe. A certain Company, 
desiring to erect a building there fora 
branch bank, opened negotiations for the 
purchase of a piece of land forming part 
of the projected compound. The owner 
of the land was willing enough to sell, but 
the tenant demanded exorbitant consider- 
ation, and as he was paying a reasonably 
high rent, the law courts could nat be ap- 


guided by Viscount SHINAGAWA, and 4, 
led by Mr. KASHIWADA, declaring their 
intention of seceding. All these things 
were pretty well known when the House 
met. The Opposition proper were grie- 
viously disappointed. They had seen 
themselves suddenly and unexpectedly 
carried to the verge of conquering the 
Government, and now victory was snatch- 
ed from their lips. Still, it would be bet- 
ter to withdraw the Resolution quietly 
than to make it the means of sustaining 
another defeat. But the Government’s 
supporters were equally anxious that the 
Resolution should be brought forward, and 
signally negatived, and being in a majority 
they had no difficulty in effecting their 
object. Under these circumstances, there 
was, of course, very little excitement in 
the House, nor did the debate elicit any 
remarkable speeches. Mr. MISAKI KAME- 
NOSUKE alone treated the question ex- 
haustively and forcibly. No leader of any 
political party spoke, and several promi- 
nent members were absent. Nevertheless, 
the majority (64) in favour of the Govern- 
ment was something of a surprise, for it 
had been anticipated that, rather than vote 
against the Resolution and thus bring on 
a sentence of dissolution, many of the Op- 
position would stay away altogether. 


ed by the incident, they may be epitomized 
into these :—‘‘ Japanese law officers look 
not at things as the law officers of the 
West would regard them, but calmly ignore 
some of the most fundamental principles of 
justice ;” and “the decisions of the Japan- 
ese Courts not only rob perpetual leases 
of all value, but strike at the very basis of 
our position here as ‘foreign residents.’’ 
We explained, at the time, that even 
assuming the facts of the case to be as 
stated above, the principle applied by the 
Hyogo Court was in accord with the most 
advanced tenets of Western jurists. It is, 
in short, the principle that nothing short 
‘of full acquisition by purchase can confer 
on any land-holder an exclusive title to 
any appreciation of value the land may 
acquire from extraneous circumstances. 
The fundamental rules of justice are 
obviously opposed to the idea that absolute 
fixity should be given to the prime element 
in a contract all the other elements of 
which are variable. The rent at which 
land is leased depends on the actual 
market value of the land at the time of 
leasing, and if that market value changes 
materially in the course of years, it is 
plainly unfair that either lessor or lessee 
should be heJd irrevocably to the original 
assessment. Modern legislators have re- 
cognised that principle by altogether ex- 
cluding perpetual leases from the category 
of legal contracts. Hence, even supposing 
the land in question to have been leased 
in perpetuity, the Hyogo Court, so far 
from “ignoring the most fundamental 
principles of justice,” showed a much more 
intimate knowledge of them than its critics 
seemed to possess, especially since the 
lessor of the land, being responsible for the 
taxes on it, which taxes had gradually 
increased in proportion to the increase in 
the land’s market value, found himself in 
the position of having actually to disburse, 
on account of taxes, more than he was re- 
ceiving on account of rent. 

We recur to the subject because, having 
now obtained an authenticated copy of the 
lease, we find that, unwarrantable and 
giddy, from a theoretical point of view, 
as were the criticisms above alluded to, 
their practical worthlessness also is de- 
monstrated from the terms of the lease. 
That document runs thus :— 


THE HYOGO LAND CASE. 


————___q@_____— 

JT T is doubtless fresh in our readers’ re- 

collection that a case relating to the 
tenure of land by a foreigner, in Kobe, 
was recently tried in the Hyogo Local 
Court, and that the judgment of the Court 
elicited very severe comments from the 
local English press of Kobeand Yokohama. 
The case itself was of little importance, 
but as, in the eyes of superficial observers, 
it seemed to affect the whole question of 
foreign land-tenure in Japan, the attention 
it attracted was not unnatural. For the 
sake of precision we shall briefly re-state 
the facts. In 1870, a Portuguese, natural- 
ized as an American citizen, leased from 
a Japanese subject a small plot of land in 
Kobe, at a rental of 4 yen (approximately) 
per annum. Twenty-four years later, the 
lessor sought to obtain an increased rent, 
pleading thatland had greatly appreciated 
in the interval, and that, owing to its ap- 
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pealed to, nor did any means of removing 
him exist. 

It will be seen from the above that the 
scathing accusations preferred against the 
Hyogo Local Court ; the charges of “ calm- 
ly ignoring the first principles of justice,” 
of ‘ over-riding the validity of a contract ;”’ 
of “ robbing perpetual leases of all value,”’ 
and of adjudicating in the interests of the 
Japanese against the foreigner, were dic- 
tated, in the first place, by want of 
acquaintance with the latest axioms of 
Western jurisprudence ; and, in the se- 
cond, by ignorance even of the nature of 
the contract under discussion, which, so 
far from being a perpetual lease, was an 
agreement that, in Europe or America, 
would not have been held binding on either 
of the contracting parties for more than 
one year. The critics have certainly placed 
themselves in a most farcical position. 


—_~ 








IMPERIAL DIET. 
—_—_—_—_@-—______ 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25TH. 
HOUSE OF PEBRS. 

The House met at 10.35 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
z.—Second Reading of two Government Bills relating to the 

Officers of Ships; sent up.from Lower House. 
9.—Second Reading of Government Bill for increasing the 

Capital Fund for purchasing ship-building materials at 

Naval Stations; sent up from Lower House. 
3.—Second Reading of Government Bill for treating the Indem- 

nity in a Special Account; sent up from Lower House, 
4.—Petitions. 

The Vice-President presided. 

Visconnt Yuri moved, as a matter of urgency, 
that in view of the short time remaining of the 
session, the Bills relating to the National Banks 
be taken at once, 

The House consented. | 

Viscount Yuri, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported that the Committee had been 
at work on the Bills since dawn, and that they 
recommended them unanimously without any 
change. 


The Bills were passed through their Second 
and Third Readings without debate. (Vide 
Proceedings of Lower House, January 13th.) 

Mr. Mitsukuri Rinsho, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
two Bills relating to the complement of officers 
on board ships and their control. (Vide Pro- 
ceedings of Lower House, January 23rd.) The 
Committee, however, recommended some slight 
amendments. 

The Bills were passed through their Second 
and Third Readings as amended by the Com- 
mittee, 

Mr. Hasegawa Sadao reported in favour of 
the Bill relating to the capital for purchasing 
ship-building materials, and the House passed 
it through both Readings without debate. (Vide 
Proceedings of Lower House, January 14th.) 

Mr, Tomita Tetsunosuke, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, explained the Bill for treat- 
ing the Indemnity in a Special Account, and 
the Bill was passed atonce. (Vide Proceedings 
of Lower House, January 14th.) 

The House then adopted various Petitions for 
presentation to the Government, and rose at 
1.47 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
1.—Firet Reading of a Government Bill embodying Portions of 
the Civil Code as amended by the Revising Committee. 
Saga pr of Want of Confidence, introduced by Mr. Sassa 
$-~Bill relating to Overseers of Temple and Shrine Forests. 
4-~Bill relating to Mining. 

Mr. Takenouchi Seishi resumed the speech 
interrupted by the Suspension Edict on the roth 
instant. He insisted that had the Japanese 
Officials in Séul and the Japanese guards been 
reasonably vigilant the King of Korea could 
never have been imprisoned—as he virtually 
was—in the Russian Legation, and the Prime 
Minister together with the Minister of Agricul- 


ture and Commerce would not have been 
brutally murdered. The Government failed in 
all its Korean policy. Count Inouye had failed 
to check the Min faction, the enemies of progress, 
and had left affairs in such a state that the 
violent measures resorted to by his successor 
Viscount Miura had been almost inevitable. 
The speaker continued in this strain for a con- 
siderable time, roundly abusing the Cabinet and 
declaring that to whatever extent the armaments 
of the empire might be increased, the national 
prestige could not be preserved by such a Go- 
vernment. He concluded by asking what 
security the Government had obtained for the 
three million yen lent to Korea, and why no 
report of the arrangement had been submitted 
to the Diet. 


Mr. Kanao Ryogon presented a Question 
with regard to the Chish#ma-Ravenna collision. 
He went at length over the old ground that the 
Treaty did not warrant the defendant British 
Company’s preferring a counter-claim against 
a Japanese plaintiff in a British Court,-and that 
the carrying of the case out of Japan was al- 
together illegal. He described in detail the 
Various stages of the suit, and said that, 
but for the impartiality of the British Privy 
Council Japan would have suffered serious 
wrong. (The speech was much interrupted, 
some members crying out that the whole ques. 
tion had become mouldy from age ; others that 
Mr. Kanao’s exposition of law was like a priest’s 
teaching gymnastics.) Mr. Kanao nevertheless 
continued to attack the Government, passing 
on to the questions of Liaotung, of the Pesca- 
dores, and so forth, the House showing great 
impatience and repeatedly calling the speaker 
to order. 


Mr. Nakamura Kokusho vehemently accused 
the President of incompetence and partiality 
for allowing a member to deliver such a wild 
and irrelevant speech. 


Mr. Takahashi Yasuji asked whether a mem- 
ber was to be absolutely unrestrained as to the 
matter of his speech. Was he to be permitted 
to deliver a lecture on things in general under 
pretext of explaining a specific question? If 
speakers were to enjoy such license, the House 
was under no obligation to listen to them. The 
President appeared to think that he had no re- 
sponsibility, and that the House might be left 
to take care of itself. 


The President made no reply to these stric- 
tures, but announced that the Order of the Day 
would now be taken. 


Mr. Takahashi Yasuji moved, as a matter of 
urgency, that the Order be changed so as to 
take at once the Resolution of Want of Confi- 
dence. If the House intended to pass that Re- 
solution, it was useless to discuss other measures 
introduced by a Cabinet in which they had no 
confidence. 

The House voted urgency, and application 
having been made for the Government’s per- 
mission to change the Order, the President, 
after an interval, announced that leave had 
been granted, but that the introducers of the 
Resolution had announced their desire to with- 
draw it. 

Mr. Kudo Kokan asked for an explanation 
of the withdrawal. He considered thatto with- 
draw such an important measure after it had 
once been presented and before it had been 
discussed was a disgrace and an insult to the 
House unless a full explanation were offered. 
He spoke at considerable length, charging the 
Government with having resorted to all sorts of 
expedients to prevent the passing of the Resolu- 
tion, and the members with having sold their 
votes, which last accusation led to loud pro- 
tests, several members crying that the real dis- 
grace to the House was the preferring of such 
baseless charges by a member, 

Mr. Hayakawa Ryosuke, one of the intro- 
ducers of the Resolution, declined to give any 
explanation of its withdrawal. He had only 
lo say that the introducers considered it un- 
seasonable to raise the question at present. 

The President said that it had hitherto been 
the custom to allow the introducer of a resolu- 
tion or a bill to withdraw it. Was the House 
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willing to adopt that course now. 
‘*No,” “* No.”) 

Mr. Inouye Kakugoro opposed the withdrawal 
of the Resolution. It seemed from the course 
pursued by the National Unionists that this 
grave measure had been introduced in deference 
to a momentary fit of anger on the part of Vis- 
count Shinagawa, and that it was now to be 
withdrawn in deference to a momentary fit of 
repentance. The House could not be play- 
ed with in that fashion. The fact was that 
during the period of ten days’ suspension 
the National Unionists and their allies bad 
moved heaven and earth to obtain support for 
the Resolution, but finding that there was no 
hope of its passing, they now wanted to avoid 
the disgrace of another defeat. Such prace- 
dure was mere trifling. Were it permitted, a 
most mischievous precedent would be esta- 
blished. It had never been the practice of the 
House to leave complete freedom to members 
in the matter of withdrawing a measure after 
it had been submitted to the House. Prece- 
dents were on record showing that the consent 
of the House had been sought, and though 
never hitherto withheld, the fact of its being 
asked for established constructively the right of 
refusing it. The Opposition had consoled 
themselves for the defeat of their great 
measure, the Address to the. Throne, by 
declaring that though a majority in the 
House had voted against them, public opinion 
was on their side. Was it conceivable that 
public opinion would approve of their play- 
ing fast and loose with such Resolutions as that 
now in question? He asked the Progressionists 
whether they endorsed the withdrawal of the Re- 
solution. If so, all their talk about safeguard- 
ing the empire’s interests and so forth must be 
interpreted to mean that if the 30 members 
composing the National Unionists would kind- 
ly lend their aid, then indeed great things might 
be done, but without such aid everything was 
impossible. That was the plain significance of 
their following obediently in the wake of the 
National Unionists, now to attack the Govern- 
ment, now to run away from it. 

Mr. Kudo Kokan urged that the introducers 
of the Resolution should be suffered to withdraw 
it if they pleased. He charged Baron Suyematsu 
Kencho, a Government Delegate, with having 
employed improper means to induce members 
to vote against the Resolution if it came up, 
and said that Mr. Inouye Kakugoro and his 
fellow-thinkers sought to have the measure dis- 
cussed merely because they hoped that its defeat 
would be construed as another victory for the 
Government. 

The closure was moved, but the President 
asked the House to vote at once whether the 
withdrawal of the Resolution should be permitted. 

The House voted in the negative by a large 
majority, and the President declared that the 
Resolution was now before the House for dis- 
cussion. 

Mr. Misaki Kamenosuke spoke against the 
Resolution. The supporters of the measure 
were stultifying themselves. They had failed 
to obtain support for an Address to the Throne 
impeaching the Government's Korean policy,and 
now they asked the same House to pass another 
measure in the same sense. It is true that the 
form of the proposals differed, but their import 
was identical. Besides, the Opposition had al- 
ready voted confidence in the Government since 
they had passed a Budget entrusting the Cabinet 
with the expenditure of 150 million yen of the 
country’s money. How could they now turn 
round and declare that they did not place any 
confidence in a Cabinet to which they had 
committed such a task? There were some 
who said that their distrust did not extend 
to the whole Cabinet; that they had con- 
fidence in the Minister of War, the Minister 
of the Navy, and so forth, but that they did not 
repose any faith in Marquis Ito or Count Mutsu. 
That distinction was absurd. Marquis Ito was 
the head of the Cabinet. Whatever its members 
did was approved, if not suggested, by him. 
They could not separate the head from the 
limbs, and say that they trusted the latter but 
distrusted the former. As for Count Mutsu, if 
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they had no confidence in him, why had they 
passed the whole of the appropriations for the 
Foreign Office without a reduction of a sen, 
including a sum of sixty thousand yen of 
secret service money? In short, all through 
the session they had been indirectly but most 
practically declaring their confidence in a Mini- 
stry which they now sought to declare un- 
worthy of confidence. Did such conduct 
justify them in setting up to be judges of the 
Cabinet’s responsibility? Before condemning 
others for acting irresponsibly, they must show 
that they themselves had a proper sense of re- 
sponsibility. As for the National Unionists, 
they were blamed for withdrawing their Resolu- 
tion. For his part, he thought that their mis- 
take was its introduction, their wisdom its with- 
drawal. They said that they had been wrong, 
and manfully set about repairing the error. He 
also reminded the House that it had voted an 
expenditure of 150 millions against a revenue 
showing a deficitof 14 millions, and that until 
measures to supply that deficiency were adopt- 
ed, the House’s duty was not discharged. 
Questions of foreign policy were not to be 
dealt with in a moment, they must be treated 
deliberately and carefully. Japan had had ex- 
perience to teach her—experiences connected 
with this same Korea. If they looked back they 
would find during the past 15 years several 
Korean complications, any one of which if ap- 
proached in accordance with a hastily taken 
resolution might have plunged the country into 
grave trouble. The present affair in Korea de- 
manded the most delicate and patient treatment. 
It was not to be disposed of by a vote of the 
House before even the facts were fully ascertain- 
ed. Of course he understood the anxiety of the 
Opposition to push the Cabinet out of power and 
take its place. He had read somewhere that 
there were no less than 28 heroes outside the 
ranks of officialdom. The President of the 
House, now sitting in his place, was one of 
them. Some of these heroes were over $0 years 
of age; some between 40 and 50; some be- 
tween 30 and 40. Of course they were ina 
hurry to reap the rewards of their great capa- 
cities. But they mast have patience. They 
wust place the interests of the State above their 
own personal interests, and must not recklessly 
precipitate a dissolution that would impede the 
progress of measures essential to the country’s 
welfare. 


Mr. Shiba Shiro supported the Resolution. 
He spoke at great length, reading copiously 
from documents. His chief points were that the 
Japanese officials in Sdéul could not have exer- 
cised any vigilance or they must have know 
what was going forward. The arrival of a large 
force of Russian marines ought alone to have 
sufficed to warn them that something unusual 
was about to occur. He charged Count Inouye 
with having pursued too strong a policy, carry- 

-ing his interference even to the sphere of the 
Royal household, and he declared that Viscount 
Miura must have gone to Korea without instruc- 
tions had he not threatened to resign, whereupon 
the Cabinet, in alarm, had simply told him to 
follow the lines of his predecessor. He also 
complained of the treatment he himself had re- 
ceived when in jail at Hiroshima. 

Mr. Inouye Kakugoro opposed the Resolution. 

The closure was moved and carried. 

A closed ballot was taken, when rot voted for 
the Resolution and 165 against it. 

The House rose at 4.25 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS, 
The House did not meet. 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 10.35 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


s.—First Reading of a Government Bill embodying portions of 
the Revised Civil Code. 

a.—Bill ecinate) relating to the Control of Temple and Shrine 
Forest Lands. 

$-—Bill (private) relating to Mining. 

4—~ Petitions. 


Mr. Sayematsu Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, having explained the circumstances under 
which revision of the Civil Code had been 
deemed necessary by a previous Diet, and having 





















































referred briefly to the principal amendments 
made by the Revising Committee, the Code Bill 
was entrusted to a Special Committee of 37 
nominated by the President. 

Mr. Imai Isoichiro explained the Bill relat- 
ing to the control of Forest Lands of Temples 
and Shrines. The main provisions of the Bill 
were :—(1) That all forest lands (lying outside 
the enclosures of the temples and shrines to 
which they originally belonged), possession of 
which had been resumed by the Government 
and which are now held by the State, except such 
forest lands as were required for official or pub- 
lic use, should be called ‘‘ Temple and Shrine 
Forest Lands,” and that their guardianship 
should be entrusted to the respective temples 
or shrines. Provided that temples or shrines 
not desiring to assume such charge, might be 
exempted. (2) That in the case of Shrine Fo- 
rest Lands, the Kannusbi, as representatives of 
the Ujtko, and in the case of Temple Forest 
Lands the Jushoku, as representative of the 
Danka, should be responsible for everything 
connected with such lands, the approval of the 
Governor of the City or Prefecture being es- 
sential to the nomination of these officials. (3) 
That in respect of forest lands covering an area 
of 30 cho (7o acres) and upwards, keepers 
should be appointed and their appointment re- 
ported to the Governor of the City or Prefecture. 
(4) That Forest Lands of Temples and 
Shrines should be under the control of the Go- 
vernor of the City or Prefecture, and under the 
supervision of the Minister of State for Agri- 
culture and Commerce. (5) That Temples 
and Shrines should enjoy the use of their Forest 
Lands and of their products. (6) That it 
should be forbidden by law to remove from such 
forest lands any trees, bamboos, earth, or stones 
that were of public utility, or that served to en- 
hance the scenery of the Temple or Shrine, or 
to conserve watler-courses, &c. (7) That with- 
in three years from the time of cutting down a 
tree, it must be replaced by a sapling. (8) 
That the Governor of a City or Prefecture 
should be competent to order the conservators 
of Forest Lands to plant trees there, whenever 
such a step seemed necessary. The Bill con- 
tained also various provisions restricting and 
regulating the cutting of trees, together with 
penalties for infractions. 

After a few questions the Bill was entrusted 
to a Special Committee. 

The introducers of the Mining Bill having 
asked permission to postpone its presentation, 
the House proceeded to consider various peti- 
tions, rejecting one that prayed for State aid to 
improve Hakodate Harbour, and adopting the 
following for presentation to the Government :— 


z.—A Petition for the laying of a submarine telegraph between 
Rijiri and Rebun. 

a—~A Petition for opening the port of Hamada in [wami for 
purposes of trade with Korea. 


The House rose at 2.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH. 
HOUSE OF PEBRS. 
The House was occupied with Committee 
work only. 
HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—First Reading of a Government Bill for the Prevention of 
Rinderpest; sent down from the Upper House. 

2.—First Reading of a Bill (private) for expunging a portion of 
the Public Meeting and Political Association Law. 

§.—First Reading of a Bill (private) relating to the Prevention 
of Inundations and Conflagrations. 

4-—Representation relating to the Saving of Lives and Property 
at Sea. 

s.—Representation relating to the Prevention of Diseases 
affecting ear ieagst Trees. 

6—Representation relating to a Council for the Preservation of 
old Shrines and Temples. 

7.—Representation relating to Water Control. 


The first Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee without explanation or question. 

Mr. Takenouchi Seishi introduced the second 
Bill. Its object was to rescind the clause in 
the Law of Public Meetings empowering the 
Police to attend at political meectings and 
suspend the meetings if the discussion assumed a 
character calculated to disturb the public peace. 
He complained that the conduct of the police 
on these occasions was opposed to all constitu- 
tional principles, and a most improper obstacle 
to free specch. 


Google 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

The Bill relating to the Prevention -of In- 
undations and Conflagrations, having been ex- 
plained by Mr. Naka Kajuro, was entrusted to 
a Specia] Commission. 

The Representation relating to Mulberry 
Trees was adopted, as were also the Representa- 
tions relating to a Council for the Preservation 
of Shrines and Temples and that relating to 
Water Control, but the Representation relating 
to the Saving of Lives and Property at Sea was 
entrusted to a Special Committee. 

The House rose at 2.35 p.m. 


KOREA. 
_——--—_-—_--—_-_ 
(Special Supplement to the '' Korean Repository.’’) 


Tae KinG at THE Russian Lecarion. 
EXECUTION OF TWO CABINET MINISTERS. 


A Korean Mos at Work. 


February 11th, 1896. 

The secret flightof the King and Crown Prince 
from the Royal Palace; their refuge in the 
Russian Legation ; the public degradation and 
order for arrest of the entire Cabinet ; the public 
execution of the Prime Minister and another 
Cabinet Minister ; the savage and barbarous 
mutilation of the dead bodies by an angry mob; 
the appointment, in part, of a new Cabinet ; 
the stoning and murder of an_ innocent 
Japanese spectator and citizen; the repeal 
of the obnoxious law ordering the cutting of the 
top-knot; the opening of the prison doors and 
the release of its inmates, innocent and guilty 
alike; the recall of the troops sent to Chun 
Chon to quell the riot there; the removal from 
the Royal Palace of the Queen Dowager and 
the Crown Princess, are events that will make 
this day memorable if not famous in Korean 
history. The consequences cannot but be far- 
reaching. The King is once more at the head 
of the Government, but he has had to seek the 
friendly protection of a foreign flag. He went 
to the Russian Legation, we are told, of his 
own accord. We have it from the best source 
that Russia wishes to see the King perfectly 
free in the administration of the affairs pertain- 
ing to his kingdom, introducing reforms with 
the help of Ministers selected by himself. The 
King has his own apartments, and is alone with 
his Cabinet and other officers. We await 
farther developments with keen interest. 


Tue Kine or Korea In THE RUSSIAN 
LEGATION. 


Sdul, February 12th, 1896. 

“The King is in the Russian Legation!” 
Like a clap of thunder from a clear sky came 
this news to us on the morning of Feb. rrth. 
“Is it true? If true, what does it mean?” 
‘Will this be the beginning of an armed conflict 
between Japan and Russia?” These and 
similar questions suggested themselves at once. 
The news spread rapidly and the city wus thrown 
into the greatest excitement, as there were only 
a few who had definite information of the where- 
abouts of the King and of his safety. 


From reliable sources we are able to place 
before our readers the following account :—A 
little befere seven o'clock in the morning His 
Majesty, His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, 
and some forty attendants left the Palace for 
the Russian Legation in Chong Dong. The 
King and Crown Prince were in closed chairs, 
such as are used by women. The ladies of the 
Palace, for a week or more, since the flight was 
decided upon, caused a number of these chairs 
to goin and out of the several gates of the Palace 
to avoid attracting attention. It is also said that 
the King and his son did not go out at the same 
gates, while the attendants likewise slipped out 
at different gates. All went well; the plan was 
faithfully carried out, and at seven o’clock their 
Royal Highnesses knocked at the north gate 
of the Russian Legation, and of course were 
promptly admitted. Weconfess the flight wasa 
bold thing for the King to attempt, and are 
not surprised to learn that he was pale and 
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trembling as he entered the spacious apartments |childien. The troubles of the past were due to the 
of the Legation buildings. Crimes of chief traitors. You are all pardoned, 
The King does much of his work at night} 2d shall not be held answerable. Do you duty 
and retires in the morning. It isnot surprising | 2" ,b¢ At ease. ; 
that he selected the early hours of the day for| y Va you, meet the chief traitors, viz., Clo Hui 
leaving the Palace anditis aol cat avi Yen, Woo Pom Sun, ¥i Ta Hwang, Yi Pom Nai, 
aving the ce, an snot strange thatthe} vi Chin Ho, and Kon Yong Chin, cut off their 
ever vigilant Cabinet did not suspect his absence, | heads at once and biing them. 
as he was suppased to be sleeping. Several] You (soldiers) attend Usat the Russian Legation. 
hours therefore elapsed, and the whereabouts of} rth Day 2nd Moon rst Year of Kon Yang. 
the King was not known until the organization of 


: (Royal Sign.) 
a new Cabinet was under way and Korean] he guard atthe Russian Legation was in- 
dignitaries from various parts of the city began 


creased on the eveni f th 
to be summoned into the royal presence. The ahs re evening of the roth by about 100 


p men from the Russian men-of-war, so that in- 

first to be called was Ex-Premier Pak Chung | gide the gates the force was sufficiently strong 
Yang. He was seen by (at least) one foreigner | tg protect the King in case a forcible attempt 
walking between two Russian soldiers, followed | should be made to remove him. A sentinel was 
by a Korean guard and his retainers. The Ex-| on the look-out tower all day. 
Premier was carrying a large revolver in plain} At half-past eleven the first squad of guards 
sight. This no doubt for moral effect. Shortly] from the Palace arrived at the Legation. They 
after his arrival at the Russian Legation the] came on a run, were excited. and unceremoni- 
following Royal Edict was issued and posted on . : 


: ; ously hustled away the citizens who were quietly 
the front gate of the Legation and in prominent! reading and’ copying the proclamation, with the 
places of the city :— 


gruff remark, ‘‘ This is not a notice to be read by 
RoraL PROCLAMATION. the people.” Because of this remark we could not 
Alas! alas! On account of Our unworthiness |for a time decide whether the new arrivals were 
and maleadministration the wicked advanced and | friendly to the King orotherwise. Others were 
the wise retired. Of the last ten years, none has|added at intervals during the day, and in the 
passed without troubles. Some were brought on evening there were upwards of 500 police and 
by those We had trusted as the members of the) soldiers guarding the several streets leading to 
body, while others, by those of Our own bone and], Russian Legation 
flesh. Our dynasty of five centuries has thereby The dipl eenen: d fi d 
been often endangered, and millions of Our sub- 10 diplomatic and Consular olicers made 
jects have thereby been gradually impoverished. formal calls during the morning, and were of 
These facts make Us blush and sweat for shame,|Course promptly received in audience. J. 
But these troubles have been brought about | Komura, the Japanese Minister-Resident was 
through Our partiality and self-will, giving rise to] the last one to call. General Dye and Colonel 
rascality and blundets leading to calamities. All Nienstead were also at the Legation during the 
have been a own fault a eee ee morning and saw His Majesty. Our readers 
Fortunately through Joyal and faithful subjects | _. ; . 
rising up in righteous efforts to remove the wicked; th ee a urOlcc ae boy ve 
there is a hope that the tribulations experienced a ace on the th 0 clober ast, and, to the 
great inconvenience of the Cabinet then in 


may invigorate the State, and that calm may 
retucn after the storm. ‘This accords with the} power, refused for nearly two months to leave 
the King. 


ptinciple that human nature will have freedom 
after a long pressure, and that the ways of Heaven While the King was holding Court in hisnew 
bring success after reverses. We shall endeavour | home and thousands of Koreans were reading 
to be merciful. No pardon, however, shall be ex- the repeal of the obnoxious law ordering the 

culting of the hair, the policemen and possibly 


tended to the principal traitors concerned in the 
mftalis oF J ei, EON) Se 0) etob ery 195 CAP le the soldiers, acting under Royal orders, were 
busily engaged in the usual search for “traitors,” 


tal punishment should be theie due, thus venting 

the indignation of men and gods alike. But to f 

all the rest, officials or soldiers, citizens or coolies, | that, is, for members of the Government that 
had just gone out of power. These men were 

taken by surprise, and had had little time to 


a general amnesty, free and full, is granted, ir- 
respective of the degree of their offences. Reform 

realize their danger and make hasty prepara- 
tions for parts unknown. Yu Kil Chun, 


your hearts; ease your minds; go about your 
business, public or private, as in times dare 
As to the cutting of the top-knots—what can] y,¢._- winger rer 
Wesay? Is it anal an urgent matter? The tae of a ace . s ee aia 
traitors, by using force and coercion, brought arreste Un Che: F RIRCe,, DUE -CHLNEE-SNTODRD tve 
about the affair. That this measure was taken | bungling work of the police or otherwise, was 
against Our will is, no doubt, well known to all,| wrested from them by Japanese soldiers sta- 
Nor is it Our wish that the conservative subjects | tioned in front of the Palace and by them taken 
throughout the country,moved ltorighteousindigna-|to a place of safety. Cho Hui Yen, Minister 
tion, should rise up, as they have, circulating false] of War, eluded the search of the police and|a hoarse cry and a violent agitation of the crowd 
rumors, causing death and injury to one another, made good his escape. Kim Hong Chip, the for which we could seenoreason. Wepushed ouc 
until the cegulac troops had to be sent to suppress Prime Minister, and Chung Pyuneg Ha Minister way in and soon found ourselves wear the centre, 
the disturbances by force. The traitors indulged Ee Acricul "c 8 er 3 bli. Work where lay the bodies above mentioned, which were 
their poisonous nature ineverything. Fingers and OF ged ture, Commerce, an EDUE WW Ores, being roughly handled. If the constituent ele- 
hairs would fail to count their crimes, The sol- did not fare so well. They were arrested and ments of that crowd could have been analysed, it 
diers are Our children, So are the insurgents.| immediately beheaded in the street and their] would probably have been found to consist of men 
Cut any of the ten fingers, and one would cause | bodies were given over to the populace to wreak| fron whose mouths had been snatched their 
as much pain as another. Fighting long con-| their vengeance upon them. daily bread by the changes forced upon them by 
tinued would pour out blood and heap up] fig Majesty was much annoyed when he|these and other members of the fallen Cabinet. 
corpses, hindering communications and traffic. |} ard of the public execution of the two Cabi- Fragments of stone strewed the ground and over 
Alas lif this continues the people will all die, The . them the crowd was stumbling. There was a 
: | net officers. We are informed, on what seems etn Sekar 
mere contemplation of such consequences pro ‘ol hor; , he Kini ded fierce centripetal force which required that the 
vokes Our tears and chills Our heart. We desire] ‘0 "8 Straight authority, that the Ang intended | i ner line should push back with all its might to 
that as soon as orders arrive the soldiers should | to give them the benefit of a trial. The arrest) (event being precipitated upon the bodies. It 
return to Sdul and the insurgents to theic respec- | of the Home Minister by the police and hi3] was a study of human nature, and | looked at the 
tive places and occupations. rescue from them by Japanese soldiers excited | crowd and not the bodies. It evidently brought 
As to the cutting of top-nots no ohe shall be} the people and precipitated the fate of the two| out all the brutality there was in them, which was 
forced, As to dress and hats, do as you please, | unfortunate Ministers. nota little, Their words were thick and turgid, 
Phe evils now afflicting the people shall be duly] Pie execution of the Cabinet Ministers is| more like the cries of wild beasts than of men. 
attended to by the Government. This is Our d ibed in the followi t. furnished Some hurled stones at the bodies, some stamped 
own wordof honour. Let all understand. ee eee ie AE BECOnn upon them, some spat upon them, some seized 
By Order of His Majesty, us by an eye-witness :— them by alimb and dragged them a short dis- 
Pak Cuune YAna.' Yesterday afternoon, as a friend and I were|tance down the street, All cursed them as the 
Acting Home Minister and Prime Minister. | proceeding down Legation Street towards the| authors of the present trouble. Presently I saw 
t1th Day 2nd Moon, 1st Year of Kon Yang. lown, we were met by a considerable number of | an angry face looking at us over the crowd and 
A little later in the day the following pro- well-dressed nien, guarded by eight or ten police- exclaiming Chug-eul Nom, or, in other words, 
clamation or erhaps we should call it an men with drawn swords, all apparently hurrying “Kill him. I remembered an important ete 
' p h heR to the Russian F.egation. The most prominent] gagement I had at home and disengaged myself 
appeal to the army, was sent forth over the Royal figure, and the one upon which every eye fixed, | as quickly as possible and made my way back. A 
was a big, burly man in long grassecloth coat} few minutes later the angry mob set upon a 
and white hat, carrying a naked sword. He was] Japanese who had come to see the bodies. The 
preceded by a coolie, who appeared to the make 
ing some startling announcement. As the crowd 
drew wear we found that he was bidding the 


information from bystanders that two Cabinet 
Ministers had just been killed, that their bodies 
were lying exposed at Chong No, atid that these 
men were on their way to the Russian Legation 
to inform the king. A glance at our watches 
showed that it was exactly half-past two o'clock. 
Without a moment’s delay we set off to verily 
the news. At first the streets were strangely - 
deserted; all the shops were shut, except here 
and there an eating-house or a grog-shop. But 
as we approached the centre of the town it became 
more aud more evident that something serious 
had happened. The broad main street was crowde 
ed with men and boys, all hurrying in one direce 
tion. As far as the eye could teach nothing was 
visible but a heaving sea of white hats. The 
point of attraction was evidently the Bell Tower, 
the focus of several principal thoroughfares, and 
there we found adense mass of tightly packed 
humanity pushing and struggling towards the 
centre, where a stroug body of police was with 
difficulty keeping clear a large space, occasion~ 
ally using the flats of their swords to emphasize 
their orders. Wesoon teached the inner circles 
and saw the dead bodies uf two men covered with 
dust. They were lying on their backs, a few 
yards apart, and both were naked from the feet to 
the shoulders and breast. Neither at this time, 
showed stabs or mutilation of body or limbs. I 
thought the man furthest from me had one or two 
bad cuts across the face, but I could not be certain 
for my eyes grew suddenly dim. My companion, 
who was neater, said I was mistaken. ‘The corpse 
at my feet was that of an elderly man, with thin. 
nish gray beard and strong accentuated features. 
A horrible gash extended from the back of the 
neck to the front of the ears, almost severing the 
head from the body. The executioners, whoever 
they were, had made terribly sure work of it; 
two or three blows from behind had put their 
victims to a swift death. We did not stay long; 
afew moments sufficed for all we wanted, and we 
were glad enough to get away from the fietce 
and angry faces round about. Another glance at 
the watch showed that it was just three o'clock. 
We estimated that the killing must have taken 
place about two p.m. 


Another account of a visit after the police had 
given the bodies over to the mob is as follows :— 


At five o’clock p.m. of Feb. r1th, a friend ace 
costtd me on the street and said, ‘‘Let’s go 
down to Clfong No and see what is going on.” 
Influenced, perhaps, by some residuum of sava- 
gery from my Saxon ancestry, I consented. At 
Chong No tay the bodies of the Prime Minister 
and the Minister of Agricullure and Commerce. 
When we turned into the broad street a little 
above Chong No we fell in with a dense crowd of 
Koreans pushing their way toward that horibly 
attractive spot. We met few coming the other 
way. As we neared the focal point the crowd 
grew deuser, and we saw in front of us a surging 
mass of heads; but it was evidently no festive 
gathering. Every face wore a serious if not scow- 
ling expression. These Koreans seemed to be in 
earnest about something. Now and then there was 




















































































































seal :— 
On account of the unhappy fate of Our country, 
man was so badly injured that he died the same 
night. 
Russian Legation. The Representatives of dif-| people be at peace, for the archetraitors were dead. 
ferent countries have all assembled, The big man seemed to say that he had done 


traitors have made trouble every year. Now 
(We) have a document informing Us of (another) 
From reliable native sources we receive the 
following :— 
Soldiers! Come and protect Us. You are Our the deed. A few words of inquiry elicited the 


conspiracy. We have (therefore) come to the 
After the police left, the immense crowd] at 
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“remove the curpse. 
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Chong No closed in and struck the dead bodies 
repeatedly with stones; among the missiles hur- 
led —— remembers seeing a large circular mill- 
stone, such as Korean use in their hand-mills for 
grinding beans, When he saw then later, the 
bodies had been beaten until their faces were un- 
recognisable. He referred to the fact that Koreans 
had dug out an eye from one of the bodies and 
carried it off. 

When the Koreans were stoning the bodies, —— 
saw a Japanese interfere, who urged them to stop 
and stooping down touched one of the bodies. The 
Koreans seemed to think that he was trying to 
They pushed him over, and 
began to trample upon him. But soon other 
Koreans interfering, made them desist and let the 
man go free. 

——— saw aman doa horrible thing. He took 
out his knife and carved a piece of flesh from the 
thigh of one of the bodies. Then he put it in his 
mouth and said to the others, ‘ Let us eat them, 
But the crowd, instead of following his cannibals 
istic suggestion, shrank from him in horror, 

Later. 

Yesterday morning before dawn the King 
got out of his ‘‘ prison” in one of the box- 
chairs belonging to the waiting-women, The 


~ plan was gotten up and faithfully adhered to by 


the women or ‘ Nai-in.” The guards did not 
suspect that one of those common chairs could 
contain the King. His Majesty and the Crown 
Prince went straight to the Russian Legation 
for protection. No Russian had been to the 
Palace nor near it; nor had any Russian been 
to any of the public offices. 

The Minister of Police, Yi Yun Yong, by 
command of the King, ordered the arrest of 
the Cabinet Ministers. Kim Hong Chip, the 
Prime Minister, and Chung Pyung Ha, the 
Minister of Agriculture and Commerce were 
arrested about two o'clock p.m. on the main 
street; but, on the way to execution, the po- 
pulace mobbed them to death, lt is reported 
that someone bil off a piece of flesh from Kim 
Hong Chip’s cheek, cursing him as the author 
of the downfall of the top-knot! Yu Kil Chun 
was arrested, but as he was being carried past 
the Japanese barracks, in front of the Palace, 
the tec ners soldiers rushed out and took him 
away by force. Cho Hui Yen, Chang Paik, and 
the rest took to their heels. 

Last night policemen were sent by order of 
the King to prevent the houses of the criminals 
from being mobbed. A general amnesty was 
granted to all prisoners and criminals up to 
date. Strict orders were given to protect 
Japanese, toward whom the populace showed 
a considerable degree of animosity. As it was, 
a Japanese was reported killed. 

The new Cabinet is composed as follows :— 


Prime Minister (acting) Pak Chung Yang. 
Home a3 Pak Chung Yang. 
War re Yi Yun Yong. 
Police 2 An Kyeng Su. 
Agriculture » (acting) Ko Yong Heui. 
Education a Yun Chi Ho. 
Finance Yun Yong Ku. 


Foreign Affairs ,, Yi Wan Yong. 


There is to be no compulsion in regard to 
the cutting of the hair. The King keeps his 
hair cut. Others may do as they like. 

The Oficial Gasette for the February 13th, 
contains the following pacificatory edict :— 


Since We ascended the throne of Our Ances- 
tors, We have reigned over the millions in the 
eight provinces for over thirty years. Ever since 
Our succession, We have meditated day and night 
how to fulfill the duties of a parent. But troubles 
and famines have frequently occurred. We have 
often heard that Our children have been impover- 
ished and in consequence plunged into the deepest 
misery. Thinking of this condition, personal come 
forts, dainties, and silks give us no comfort. 

In addition, since the 6th noon, 503rd year, 
(July 1894), Our country has had the show of 
reformation without its fruit. That this condition 
of affairs should create distrust in the minds of the 
people is butnatural. Alas! Is this all because of 
Our unworthiness or because the Government has 
failed to win the confidence of the people, or is it 
because the people have failed to do their duty ? 
Day and night we are in the fear of one in danger 
of treading on the tail of a tiger. Looking for the 
cause of this it is found in the fact that Our good 
intentions and efforts do not reach the people. 
We have therefore decreed that all the arrears in 
taxes in the several provinces recorded in the 
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various offices up to the 6th moon of the 5o3rd year 
of the dynasty (July, 1894) be remitted as a token 


of Our compassion for the people. 


LEITER FROM KOREA. 
—————__. 
(From our CorRRESPONDENT.) 


Tue KinG or Kora IN THE RuSSIAN LEGATION. 


Soul, February 11th, 8.30 a.m. 


July 23rd, 1894, marked the accession of 
apan supremacy in Korea; October 8th, 1895, 
y the connivance of the Japanese Minister in 
Soul the Queen of Korea was foully dealt with ; 


ebruary 11th, 1896, the King of Korea left 


he walls of the Russian Legation. Whether 
this act on the part of the King means the su- 
premacy. of Rassia in the peninsular kingdom, 
or whether it means, as is alleged, the restoration 
of the sceptre which was lost when the Queen 
was lost, remains to be seen. 

February 11th was a day of intense excite- 
ment in the capital of this disturbed country. 
About seven in the morning the King, Crown 
Prince, and some forty attendants managed to 
elude the vigilance of the Cabinet, soldiers, and 
royal guards, and made good their escape from 
the Palace. They travelled in disguise, or at 
least as plain citizens, and reached the Lega- 
tion on the Russian hill. All this was done so 
quietly and so effectually that the flight was not 
known until several hours afterwards when the 
work of reorganizing the Cabinet was under full 


sway and Korean dignities began to be sum. 


moned to the royal presence. At half-past 
eleven, the first squad of policemen arrived at 
the front gate of the Russian Legation, hustled 
away the citizens who were reading the notice 
posted there, saying :—“ This is not a notice to 
be read by the people.” These policemen were 


excited and warm with running. The diplomatic 
and consular officers called, among whom was 


Mr. Komura, the Japanese Minister Resident. 
The guard at the Russian Legation was in- 


creased yesterday by about one hundred men, 


so that there was a sufficiently strong force with- 
in the grounds to protect the King in case an 
attempt should be made to remove him. 


home and thousands of Koreans were reading 
the notice of the repeal of the obnoxious law 
ordering the cutting of the hair, the policemen 
and possibly soldiers were busily engaged in the 
usual search for “ traitors,” that is for members 


of the Government that had just gone out of 


power. These men of course appreciated their 
danger and made arrangements tohide. The 
flight of the King, however, was so well planned 
that there was but litte time given the Go- 
vernment Officials to run off, they men had 
made themselves so offensive to both police 
and people that little mercy was shown 
them. The Minister of Home Affairs was 
arrested in the Palace, it seems, but when 
he was brought out, the company of Japanese 
soldiers stationed in front of the Palace were 
no doubt appealed to, and they rescued him 
from the police and took him to a place of 
safety. They were also after the scalp of Cho 
Hui Yen, the Minister of War, but he was not 
captured. The Prime Minister, Kim Hong 
Chip, and the Minister of Agriculture, Com- 
merce, and Public Works, Chung Pyung Ha, 
did not fare so well. They were captured, some 
say by the people and by them stoned and 
hacked to death, which, however, seems to 
be incorrect. At three in the afternoon I saw 
their dead bodies lying at the cross section of 
the streets in Chong Po, and a squad of fifty or 
more policemen with drawn swords standing 
over their bodies—which, by the way, were not 
mutilated—and keeping back the thousands who 
came to witness the death of these two Cabinet 
Ministers. Later in the afternoon the police 
went away and left the bodies to the mob, who 
were not slow to wreak their vengeance onthe 
dead forms of those whom they thought, whether 
justly or not I shall not say, had brought the 
trouble and disgrace (hair-cutting) upon Korea. 






1is Royal Palace and sought protection within 


A 
sentinel was posted on the lookout tower all day, 


While the King was holding Court in his new 





This evening it is reported that the Minister of 
War had been arrested, but at this writing the 
statement needs confirmation. 

The Dowager Queen and His Royal High- 
ness the Crown Prince came to Chong Dong— 
the foreign quarter—and took up their quar- 
ters in the building erected a few years ago 
when the King visited this part of the city. The 
Palace is thus deserted. 

The question of the return of Her Majesty 
the Queen is talked about to-day, and it is 
alleged by those who are in a position to know 
that the next ten days will decide whether she 
may return or not. 

One of the first things the new Government, 
or rather the King, did was to recall the soldiers 
who were sent to Chun Chon to quell the riot 
there. It was said that the people of Chun Chon 
won the soldiers sent from Sdul to their side 
by giving them plenty of good food to eat and 
warm rooms to sleep in. We can readily 
imagine such treatment would made a good 
impression on the mind and conscience of the 
average Korean soldier. 

Soul, Feb. 12th, 1896. 

The night, as far as we who are not in official 
circles can know at this early hour, passed in 
quiet. The dead bodies of thie two Ministers were 
removed from Chong Po during the night. A 
Japanese was killed late in the afternoon, not 
because he was guilty of any crime, but because 
of the hatred the Koreans have for the Japanese. 
With many others, he went to see the two 
Koreans who had been killed. Some one in the 
crowd insulted the Japanese. He left, and 
began to run away, when the mob assaulted him 
with stones and killed him before he could 
escape to a place of safety. 


MR. WAEBER & THE MIN FAMILY. 
—_—__—_—_@—_____— 

The Chuo Shimbun observes that what must 
be specially kept in mind in discussing the 
recent coup d'é/d¢ in Korea is the action of Mr. 
Waeber during the last few years. He 
adroitly won the confidence of the late Queen 
and made secret arrangements for taking a de- 
cisive step in combination with that remarkable 
woman when he received a despatch from the 
Home Government intimating his removal to 
Mexico. For some time previously the Russian 
press had been criticising Mr. Waeber as un- 
equal to the task devolving upon him in Korea, 
and the Government must have been led to 
share that opinion, if, indeed, it did not 
Originate in official circles. The intimation 
seems to have been a severe blow to the 
Russian Representative and to the Queen also. 
They concerted measures to avert the change, 
and their consultations resulted in a letter from 
the King tothe Czar, stating that the writer was 
much pained to hear of Mr. Waeber’s transfer 
to Mexico, and that as the King had benefited 
greatly by that gentleman’s counsels in affairs 
of State, he desired very much to have him 
remain in Korea. This was not the first time 
that the King had interceded in behalf of 
Mr. Waeber, with the view of keeping him 
in Soul. A similar step had been taken on 
a previous occasion, when the Russian Go- 
vernment proposed to remove Mr, Waeber to 
China. On both occasions the intervention 
of the King was efficacious. It is true that the 
actual charge of the Legation was transferred to 
Mr. de Speyer, but, at the same time, Mr. 
Waeber was allowed to remain in Sdul. Natur- 
ally, Mr. Waeber was anxious to put his plans 
into execution before the arrival of his successor. 
Hence, so soon as Count Inouye had left Séul, 
and shortly after his successor, Viscount 
Miura, had reached that city, it was decided 
to make a strong movement for the overthrow 
of the Kim Cabinet. But the conspiracy was 
detected by the Cabinet, and, with Viscount 
Miura’s aid, was forestalled and signally 
thwarted. The most recent affair was conse- 
quently arepetition of what had been plotted some 
months previously, and cannot be regarded, 
in the character attached to it by some observers, 
namely, that of an attempt to avenge the affair 
of Octoberthé 8th. The Kim Cabinet has been 
overthrown and its rivals are now ia power ; but 
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it is exceedingly problematical whether they 
can succeed in organizing a Cabinet possessed 
of any considerable stability. Kim Pyong-si, 
the new Premier, is an old man, unfit for active 
work, and there is good reason to doubt whether 
he possesses popularity or public esteem. It 
may be taken for granted that he will resign 
before long. The only influential members of 
the new Cabinet are Li Yun-yong, his brother’ 
Li Wan-yong, and An Kei-su. But they are, at 
best, simply clever men, not endowed with any: 
large capacities or guided by any fixed prin- 
ciples. Snpposing then that Kim Pyong-si 
should resign, the choice of a successor 
is practically limited to Min Yong-Chun. But 
can he hope to form a stable Cabinet? He 
would find it exceedingly difficult, seeing that 
the Min faction are justly unpopular in the Pen- 
insula, their record being one of cruel oppres- 
sion, and seeing that the main pillar of their 
strength, the Queen, is no more. The utmost 
that Min Yong-chun could hope would be to 
from a Cabinet with men such as the two Lis 
andAn. But these men, being always open to 
pecuniary persuasion, would be untrustworthy 
allies, ready to turn their backs on the Min 
leader if a more advantageous prospect pre- 
sented itself in another direction. Moreover, 
it must not be supposed the Min themselves are 
cordially united. That is far from being the 
case. There are four leading Min, namely, 
Min O-Sik, Min Yong-tai, Min, Yong-chun, 
and Min Yong-ik. Min O-Sik was at first 
superseded in the Premiership by Min Yong-ta‘ 
who was in turn supplanted by Min Yong-chun. 
The last, compared with the first, lacks public 
respect, and, compared with the second is rash 
and unprincipled. Only in one respect, ability 
to court favour with others by corrupt ex- 
pedients, can Min Yong-chun be said to surpass 
the other two. Among the influential members 
of the new Cabinet, Li Yun-yong is a great 
friend of Min Yong-tai, while An Kei-su is on 
good terms with Min Yong-chun. It is con- 
ceivable, therefore, that the assumption of the 
premiership by the last named would be follow- 
ed by rivalry between Li and An. As for Min 
Yong-ik, more clear-sighted than the other 
members of his family, he still keeps away 
from Korea, residing always in Hongkong. 

We reproduce the above view of Korean 
politics for what it may be worth. In some 
respects ithas plain interest. But, of course, 
the marked tendency of the majority of the 
Tokyo journals to attribute to Russian influence 
and intrigue whatever Korean happenings seem 
opposed to Japan’s interests in the peninsula, 
must be remembered by readers of the verna- 
cular newspapers’ columns, Whether the sud- 
den and vigorous attempts made by the late 
Queen, after Count Inouye’s departure from 
S6ul, to overthrow whatever portions of the 
edifice of progress had been laboriously erected 
by Japanese effort—whether these attempts 
were due to Russian instigation, or were purely 
a Min conspiracy to recover administrative 
power; whether the origin of the recent coup 
déid must be traced back to ante-Miura days, 
or whether the assassination of the Queen en- 
listed public sentiment in the cause of political 
agitators who, without such aid would have 
been powerless to accomplish much—these are 
questions that we can not yet answer for lack 
of information. But we may fairly assume that 
Rassian diplomats in Sdul are not inactive, and 
that they do not fail to utilize whatever material 
comes within their reach for the spread of Rus- 
sian influence in the peninsula. 





THE FAPANESE IN KOREA. 
————___-—@___ — —— 

That the Japanese are very unpopular in 
Korea admits of no question. The merchants 
and adventurers crossing to the peninsula from 
this country seem to have habitually treated the 
people in an insulting and cruel manner, so 
that to be a Japanese is to be disliked. ‘Louch- 
ing incidentally on this subject in a letter re- 
cently addressed by her to the North China 





















ventured at the time to call in question the 
accuracy of that statement, and further to tra- 
verse most emphatically the accusations penned 
by the same lady against the conduct of Japan- 
ese officials in Korea. A correspondent now 
writes from Soul as follows :—Your editorial on 
‘‘ Missionaries and the Korean Emeute of Nov. 
28th,” deals vigorously, and, I am sorry to say, 
justly with Mrs. Underwood, whose unwise rush 
into the papers bodes no good. She was ad- 
vised by some friends not to write. With regard 
to the general tenor of her letter, it is right and 
good in its way, and had she confined herself 
to a statement of the Missionaries’ connection 
with the events of November 28th there would 
be no occasion to object. But when she asserts 
that the Japanese “ laid an iron hand everywhere 
on Korea,” “ tyranizing over the people,” and 
when she affirms that the ‘‘ murder of the Queen 
was carried through by them,” and that ‘“ there 
is not now a foreign individual in Sdul who is 
not anti- Japanese,” etc., I must be permitted to 
aise a dissenting voice. Ican not grant that the 
foreign community cherish the feelings against 
the Japanese ascribed to them in Mrs. Under- 


‘wood’s letter, and I am sorry that it was written. 
‘Mrs. Underwood does not represent the senti- 


ment of the people of Sdul ! 





THE QUEEN OF KOREA. 
i RE oa 

It will be observed that in our Sdul corre- 
spondent’s letter the following clause occurs :— 
‘The question of the return of Her Majesty 
the Queen is talked about to-day, and it is 
alleged by those who arein a position to know 
that the next ten days will decide whether she 
may return or not.” Evidently there are well-in- 
formed foreigners in Séul who believe that the 
Queen is not dead after all. We sincerely 
trast that their belief may be verified by events. 
Meanwhile, it is worth noting that this allegation 
about tHe Queen having escaped, appeared 
recently in a San Francisco journal, and was 
quoted by a loud-voiced correspondent of that 
marvellously giddy paper, the Fapan Gasette, 
as another example of Oriental—especially 
Japanese—mendacity! The absurd accusation 
reminded us of a corresponding slander put 
forward by the same journal during the war, 
when it adduced Shanghai ‘‘ bunders” in proof 
of its theory that the Japanese lied all through 
the fight with China. We believe that there 
could be more falsehoods and wild statements 
collected from the columns of the Fapan 
Gaseffe in a twelvemonth than from those of any 
half dozen Japanese journals in the saine time. 





KOREAN INTELLIGENCE. 
nee Sonne eee 

The letters thas far received in Tokyo from 
the Sdéul correspondents of the vernacular papers 
vary in their statements as to Russia’s part in 
the recent coup défat, some saying that her 
marines did escort the King and the Crown 
Prince from the Palace, while others report that 
the Royal party fled secretly to the Legation, 
unaccompanied by any troops whatever. Again 
with respect to the hour of the flight, the letters 
are fac from being unanimous and precise. 
All these points are likely to be more correctly 
understood very soon, for Cho Wi-yén, ex- 
Minister of War, and two Commanders of the 
Kunrentat, against whom and others the 
Royal Edict — subsequently modified — was 
issued on the occasion of the coup dé/at 
arrived in Tokyo on Monday evening, and 
are staying at the Taikaku-kan, an inn not 
far from the Imperial Hotel. In Tuesday's 
issue of Fit Shimpo we find some minute in- 
formation onthe events prior to the trouble and 
also on those that happened during the 11th 
instant. The authority of the note embodying 
the information is not specified, but we are led 
to conjecture that the news emanated, directly 
of indirectly, from the party of the exe Minister 
of War. Atallevents, the 7:f enjoys consider- 
able advantages in collecting news about Korea 
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as lo say that ‘there is not now a foreign in- 


The outbreak of rebellion in Chhun-chhon is 


adopted with the view of weakening the defence 
of the capital. Itis believed that at least six petty 
officials of the Court betrayed the King into 
hands of that faction—3 men and 3 women. Two 
of the men were not regular officials in the 
Court: they used to be appointed to discharge 
certain unimportant functions when the occasion 
demanded. One was a clerk in the cooking 
section of the Household. Of the three women 
one was a relative of Wén Heung-thaik, who is 
said to have been lying hid in the Russian 
Legatian at the time. Since the affair of Nov. 
28th, the King, apparently under the influence 
of the conspirators, made more than one at- 
tempt to escape from the Palace, but always 
without success, being detected by one cour- 
tier or another while in the act of entering 
a woman’s palanquin. This news reaching the 
ears of the Tai WOn-kan, he caused the guards 
of the Palace gates to exercise more than 
usual vigilance. Apprehensive, moreover, that 
the King might attempt to elude vigilance by 
disguising himself in female apparel, the Prince- 
Parent ordered that any woman entering and 
leaving the enclosure of the Palace, must pass 
through the Kén-Chhun Gate, which leads in a 
direction contrary to that of the Russian Lega- 
tion, On the morning of the 11th, that Gate was 
guarded by Kin Chin-s6ng, commander of a 
party of the Kusrentas, whoon the occasion of the 
affair of Nov. 28, though ostensibly leagued with 
the Anti-Cabinet faction, was really acting on be- 
half of the Ministry. Kin, however, was not on 
good terms with O Yung-chung, temporary 
holder of the portfolio of War in addition to his 
regular duty as Minister of Finance, and it is 
thought very likely that Kin must have sold him- 
self to the conspirators, for the palanquins bear- 
ing the King and the Crown Prince were suffered 
to pass the Gate. This happened at about g in 
the morning. It must have been by a mere 
chance that the King and Prince succeeded in 
eluding the vigilance of others, for we are told 
that both the Prince-Parent and his son 


Tai-myoi, Minister of the Household, were 


in the next room to the King at the time 
of the latter’s flight. Only one or two Rus- 
sian marines were observed, according to the 
correspondents, in front of the War Office 
during. the morning hours, and not only 
in the vicinity of the Palace, but also on the 
road leading to the Legation, not a single marine 
could beseen. Another point made by the same 
journal is that, about 10 days before the affair, 
Cho Wi-yén was reinstated as Minister of War. 
Sensible of the danger of weakening the 
defences of the capital, and, thinking that the 
rioters in Chhun-Chhon had been practically 
quelled, he at once issued order to the troops, 
engaged in subduing the disturbances, to come 
back as quickly as possible. Further, on the 
evening of the roth instant when a detachment 
of Russian marines arrived at the capital, he 
obtained audience of the King at about 10 p.m. 
and they conversed for about 2 or 3 hours about 
the plot. The King did not indicate any 
sign of perturbation, but calmly listened to the 
representations of the War Minister. At 8 next 
morming he again saw the King and talked 
with him for about half an hour, when His 
Majesty was quite calm. Atg the Minister pro- 
ceeded to the War Office and received a visit 
from Lieut.-Colonel Usami, a Military attaché 
of the Japanese Legation, and Colonel Takagi, 
Commander of the Japanese Commissariat 
Station at Ninsen. It is said that while they 
were engaged in conversation, a Russian marine 
came to the front of the Office and led away a 
Korean policeman. When the War Minister 
saw the two Japanese officers off, he per- 
ceived about 30 constables walking about 
hither and thither with swords unsheathed, and 
as he was on the point of repairing to the Cabi- 
net, he observed a certain Li, who used to fre- 
quent the Russian Legation, coming towards 
the War Office. This man told the Minister 
that the King had gone over to the Legation. 
While he-was thinking of proceeding to the 
meeting place of the Cabinet by a back gate of 
the office, to consult with his colleagues as to 
the step to be taken in the emergency, he re- 
ceived news of his own dismissal, and thinking 
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Ninsen, thus succeeding in promptly leaving 
the country. Itis said that Pak Chung-yang, 
then President of the Privy Council, obtained 
audience of the King a short time before the 
ex-War Minister was similarly received on the 
morning of the 11th, and calumniated the 
Cabinet; and the idea is that Pak’s words 
must have led the King to take his final deci- 
sion. As to the allegation that the Foreign 
Minister of the day facilitated the consummation 
of the Anti-Cabinet faction’s plot, it is emphati- 
cally denied by the F iyi. 


(To Bs CONTINUED.) 








KOREAN NEWS. 
—_——__-—————_— 
February, 22. 

It is annoying to find that, after waiting 
anxiously for precise information from Korea 
about the latest coup d'ésa/, we are furnished with 
fragmentary intelligence only, the reason being 
that the first batch of letters from the Sdul cor- 
respondents of the vernacular press have been 
belated, and are preceded by the second, written 
several days subsequently. Still, though this 
later correspondence deals chiefly with affairs of 
minor importance, and is, further, lacking in 
uniformity, the correspondents agree in affirm- 
ing that the King and the Crown Prince were 
deceived by deliberately false information from 
an Official who assured His Majesty that the 
Cabinet were conspiring against the royal life, and 
that the only hope of safety lay in seeking shelter 
in the Russian Legation. This false story is 
said to have been conveyed to the King on the 
toth inst., and he, giving full credence to the 
tale, secretly left the Palace at midnight the 
same day in a woman's palanquin. Formerly 
even a woman's palanquin whether entering or 
issuing from the Palace, used to be examined, 
but it ie said that, at the instance of the Prince- 
Parent (the Tai W6n-kun), this was discon- 
tinued two or three days before the coup défal, 
the Prince thinking such vigilance no longer 
necessary. How far the Russian marines ae- 
sisted this secret flight of the King andthe Crown 
Prince to the Russian Legation, is not clearly 
known ; but the letters say that the marines did 
not act as escort. That the escape was very 
quietly effected may be inferred from fact that 
even the Minister of the Household, who slept 
in the next chamber tothe King, is said to have 
been entirely ignorant of what was going on. 


The correspondents of the Nippon and Hochi 
make a strange allegation, namely that the ex- 
Foreign Minister was chiefly instrumental In 
educating the King’s pro-Russian bias, and 
they add that because the Minister held the 
thread of the plot, it was easily carried out. 
He is represented as having sometimes visited 
the Palace at the dead of night and obtained 
audience of the King. The late Premier, and 
his colleagues were not entirely ignorant of 
this action on the part of the Foreign Minister, 
but as they placed implicit confidence in him, 
they had no suspicion of the designs he enter- 
tained. But the above is not consistent with 
another statement that, when the Premier, 
the Home Minister, the Foreign Minister, 
and the Chief of Police were attending to 
their duties in the Cabinet early on the morn- 
ing of the 11th instant, they first heard of the 
King’s flight from the Palace, and that before 
they could recover from their surprise, a body 
of police officials entered the meeting chamber 
and on the authoritority of an order from the 
King, seized the four Ministers and carried 
them away in palanquins. The Premier was 
held securely, but the other three managed to 
escape en route to the Police Bureau. The 
Minister of Agricullute and Commerce was 
caught while on his way to the Cabinet, and 
together with the Premier, was carried to the 
Police Bureau, where the two wereat once thrown 
into prison. About half an hour later, they 
were led out, degraded from their posilions, in 
the King’s name, and conducted to the court- 
yard in the enclosure of the Bureau. There 
they had their hands tied behind their backs, 
and an executioner’s sword nearly decapitated 
the Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 


He died speedily. But the Premier's death was 
shocking. The executioner, missing his neck, 
slashed him over the shoulders, and then stab- 
bed at his throat. Five or six cuts and stabs were 
required to butcher Korea's greatest statesman. 
The corpses of the two Ministers were then 
dragged through the city by means of ropes 
fastened to their feet, blows with sticks and 
stones being showered on them continually, so 
that, by the time their assassins had reached 
the chief street capital, the remains were in a 
terribly mutilated condition, At the Shoro, the 
two corpses were thrown some distance apart, 
to be subjected to further indignities, some of 
the citizens flocking round them, spitting on 
them, kicking and pounding them, slashing 
al their heads, ripping open their stomachs, 
and even cutting off and swallowing portions 
of flesh from their legs. The correspondents 
say that some of these roughs behaved like 
savage cannibals, At last, when the people 
were weary of this barbarous performance, the 
police severed the heads from the trnnks and 
exposed the former on an elevated frame erected 
in the street. The following morning, the 
heads were no longer to be seen. Itis is said 
that An, who had been appointed Chief of 
Police by the new Cabinet, was considerate 
enough to make his inferiors collect the multi- 
lated remains of the two statesmen and carry 
them to their families, at the same time assuring 
the Jatter of their own safety. 

A strange step alleged to have been taken by 
the new Cabinet was to make a gift of money to 
the citizens, at the rate of 2 yen perhead. The 
distribution took place at the Police Stations. 
We read that, on the day of the coup Pé/di, 
several hundreds of peddlers entered the capital 
from the country. There peddlers are a regalar- 
ly organised body and play an important part in 
the administration of Korea. Itis believed that 
they came at the invitation of the new Cabinet. 


All the above details are taken, from the 
letters of the vernacular journals’ correspond- 
ents. As to the latest authentic news from 
Korea, it may be summarized as follows :— 
The King and the Crown Prince are still in the 
Russian Legation. On the whole, good order 
prevails among the foreign and native popula- 
lations, but a section of the people betray a 
disposition to revolt. The Cabinet Ministers 
are afraid to venture into openair. The people 
of the kingdom seem to consider that no Go- 
vernment exists, and are in a state of much 
perplexity. The principal seat of the insurrec- 
tion im Chun-chhon has been reduced, but 
there are signs of a fresh outbreak. 


We learn from the Michi Nichi Shimbun that 
the information published in these columns 
yesterday, asto-the Russian Government’s hav- 
ing had no knowledge of the coup dé¢d? prior to 
the event, was obtained direct from the Go- 
vernment. 


The Nicht Néchi further explains that the 
Russians reporied of late as being engaged 
surveying Korea, are working in parties of 4 or 
5 under the charge of an officer. They have 
employed, in the capacity of guides and in- 
terpreters, Koreans that formerly resided for 
several years in Viadivostock. The surveying 
is carried on rapidly and roughly, and no 
long stay is ever made in the same place. 


February, 25. 

The King still remains, so far as we know 
in the Russian Legation, and, of course, his 
continued residencé there complicates the situ- 
ation considerably. It is no longer possible to 
entertain the idea that His Majesty’s flight to a 
foreign asylum was the result of a resolution 
taken on the spur of the moment in consequence 
of a warning secretly conveyed to the Palace 
on the previous day. The account published 
in an extra of the Korean Repository, aud re- 
produced elsewhere in our columns, shows that 
preparations for His Majesty’s departure from 
the Palace had been in progress for several 
days, women’s sedan-chairs being frequently 
sent in and out in considerable numbers, so as 
to accustom the guards to the exit of such con- 
veyances. The Russian Representative must 
have been well aware of the King’s intention, 
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but of course it does not follow that the posses: 
sion of such knowledge for a considerable time 
before the event is to be interpreted as com- 
plicity with the general plot. What does fol- 
low, however, is that by keeping the knowledge 
to himself and not communicating it to any of 
his colleagues, M. de Speyer separated Russia 
from the other Treaty Powers and destroyed the 
unity hitherto prevailing among the Foreign 
Representatives in Sdul. In short, the alliance 
of Russia, France, and Germany seems to be 
atanend. It was an alliance avowedly founded 
on the necessity of maintaining Korean inde- 
pendence, but how Korean independence is to 
emerge from the present situation we do not 
perceive, since the King has not sufficient 
sovereignty to dwell in his own Palace, nor 
have his Ministers sufficient authority to dis- 
charge their functions under the protection of 
their country’s flag. 

As for the motive of the coup d'état there 
need not be much uncertainty. It wasan effort 
on the part of a section of the Li faction, 
allied with the Pak, to recover for the King the 
autocratic powers wielded by him before the 
progress of reform began to limit his 
‘monarchical authority. Korea’s domestic poli- 
tics are a tangled skein, difficult to unravel, 
but it would seem that the Li party has hitherto 
been divided into two sections, one following 
the lead of the Prince-Parent, who would fain 
place his grandson, Li Chun-yok (called by the 
Japanese Li Shun-yo), on the throne, in place 
of the present King; the other, consisting of 
conservatives who share the King’s belief that 
Chinese aid being no longer available to secure 
His Majesty's term of power, and Japanese 
sympathy being entirely with the Kim faction, 
or the party of progress, nothing remains but 
recourse to Russia’s protection. These mem- 
bers of the Li faction appear, indeed, to have 
always turned eyes of longing toward Russia, 
and itis natural that the King should have 
trusted them and their allles, the Pak, when 
they proposed to restore him to all the privileges 
of his old sovereignty. Russia believes in 
autocracies, and has no difficulty in lending ber 
countenance to the movement. But there are 
evidently elements of great instability in the 
situation now existing, and a hundred, or two 
hundred, Russian marines will scarcely suffice 
to maintain peace. 

The Fis Shimpo mentions, but with due 
reserve, that the Russian Representative is said 
to have proceeded to the Palace during the 
night of the roth, and that he subsequently ac- 
companied the King to the Legation. There 
can not be any truth is this rumour. All ac- 
counts agree that the King, the Crown Prince, 
and their attendants escaped in women’s sedan- 
chairs without escort of any kind. Neither M. 
de Speyer nor M. Waeber could have ventured 
to the Palace for such a purpose without a 
strong force to support him. Had any con- 
siderable number of Russian marines aided 
the King’s flight, the fact must have become 
known at once, and had the Russian Represen- 
tative gone.to the Palace alone, his presence 
would merely have impeded the King’s project. 

Meanwhile, the provincial insurgents do not 
seem at all disposed to obey the King’s edict 
by laying down their arms and resuming their 
peaceful occupations. Another body of them 
have made their appearance in Chin-chu, a 
place about sixty odd miles to the north-west 
of Fusan. They have killed some policemen, 
and are reported to be cutting down all persons 
they encounter with the tonsure prescribed by 
the recent edict. Japanese troops continue to 
Operate against these rioters, while the King 
and his Ministers are refugees in the Russian 
Legation. A stranger situation could scarcely 
be conceived. 

‘| he Séul correspondent of the Hocks Shém- 
bun sends to that journal an account of the cruel 
fate of the Prime Minister and the Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce in the last Cabinet. 
The details given by him corroborate, in every 
respect, the story told by our own correspondent, 
and also by the Korean Repository. The two 
Ministers were not killed by a mob: they were 
butchered by the police, and their corpses, after 
having been dragged to the point of chief 
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thoroughfare in the city, and guarded there for| the head of the Administration subsequently to 
a time, were finally given over to the tender| the overthrow of the Min Cabinet—of power, 


mercies of the citizens. 
Febtuary, 27. 

There have already been some changes in the 
Korean Ministry. Li Pom-sin, Minister of Jus- 
tice, has become Chief of Police; Cho Pyong- 
chik, a former Minister of Justice, has received 
the portfolio of Agriculture and Commerce, and 
An Chiung-shan, hitherto Chief of Police, has 
been appointed Minister of Justice. 

The appointment of Li Pom-sin to the control 
of the Police appears to be a change of evil omen 
for the pro-Japanese party and for the adherents 
of the Prince-Parent. Several members of these 
two desiominations have been arrested since the 
new Chief of Police came into office. The 
telegraph further says thal, five or six days ago, 
two Japanees were killed at a place called 
Kinyan, and that one was subsequently wounded 
at Sangai. This news seems to indicate that the 
new Cabinet feels strong enough to defy both the 
pro-Japanese party and the Tai W6n-kun. When 
news came that (wo leading members of the Min 
faction had been banished, it was conjectured 
that the Cabinet sought, by that act, to propitiate 
the Prince-Parent, whose enmity to the Min is 
implacable. But, judged by the light of the 
events related above, that theory is erroneous. 
Evidently if the new Cabinet’s policy is to be 
one of viclence, fresh troubles will soon arise, 
unless Russia assumes the task of administering 
the Kingdom as a dependency of her own. The 
present state of affairs can only be described 
as confusion worse confounded. 
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REPORT ON THE KOREAN AFFAIR 
OF OCTOBER 8TH. 
——__—_——__—_— 

Messrs. Shiba Shiro, M.P., and Kunitomo 
Shigeaki, who, in company with several others, 
were arrested some time ago on the charge of 
complicity in the Korean affair of Oct. 8th, 
and were subsequently set free by the Prelimi- 
nary Court at Hiroshima on the ground of in- 
sufficient evidence, have compiled a report of 
considerable length on the subject, which they 
have distributed among their co-patriots. The 
object of the report is to justify the part 
that they and the members of the Japanese 
Legation and many other Japanese played 
in that memorable complication. After a 
preliminary observation that the affair of 
Oct. 8th was really unavoidable—that it was 
due to a collision between the pro-Japanese 
faction and a ‘Strong Power” faction, with 
the result that the administrative reforms 
instituted by the advice and help of Japan 
were gradually undermined, the influence 
of Japan thus being virtually destroyed, and 
the very existence of Korea endangered—the 
two publicists proceed to state that these move- 
ments were entirely ascribable to a certain in- 
fluence behind the scenes, an influence ‘that 
constituted and still constitutes a grave menace 
to the welfare of Japan and Korea, and to the 
preservation of Oriental tranquillity. When 
Japan made overtures to a certain Power in con- 
nexion with the Liaotung peninsula, that Power 
is said to have replied, among other things, 
that Japan should allow Korea to remain in- 
dependent. When Japan had complied with 
that rePresentation, the other Power sent a 
communication in the sensethat owing to Japan’s 
interference in the domestic affairs of Korea, 
the King was considerably troubled and felt 
great anxiety. Now the primary reason why 
this Power made such an announcement was 
because the Min, in obedience to the secret 
commands of the late Queen, expressed their 
desire to the Representative of that Power for 
its help, a desire to which the retrocession of the 
Liaotang peninsula must have imparted great 
impetus. The document next dwells at some 
leugth on the abuse of power of the Min when in 
the Administration, their downfall shortly be- 
fore the ontbreak of war between Japan and 
China, their ever-present desire to wreak ven- 
geance on their opponents, and lastly, as an in- 
dication of that desire, the intrigue of the 
Queen, through her tools, Li Yun-yong and An 
Kei-su, to deprive the Tai Won-kun—who was at 


and the failure of that plot. At this juncture, 
Coant Inouye arrived at Séul as Japanese Re- 
presentative, and in pursuance of the policy of 
unifying the Administration, he induced the aged 
statesmen to retire from the field of active poli- 
tics. Soon afterwards Pak Yong-hoi entered the 
Cabinet. Thus the Queen and her adherents 
were torn by two entirely opposite feelings. They 
rejoiced at the withdrawal of the Tai W6n-kan 
and grieved for the entry of Pak into the Govern- 
ment. Seeing that the latter was inevitable as 
matters were at that time, the Queen determined 
to turn Pak, once her old-time bitter foe, into her 
tool. Craftily conciliating him and obtaining 
his favour, the Queen succeeded through his 
means in securing the punishment of the 
favourite grandson of the Prince-Parent, and 
the disgrace of Kiu Hoing-su and other Cabinet 
Ministers. These ends attained, she turned 
her back on Pak, and soon after charged 
him with high treason and compelled him to 
fly the country. By these means the Queen 
gradually regained her power, and with her 
the Mins, while Li Yun-yong and An Kei-en 
rallied to her side. When Pak was driven 
from Korea, the Queen and her allies took 
another step: it was to change the personnel of 
the Household. The result was that Li Tai- 
My6n and Kin Chong-han, Minister and Vice- 
Minister of the Household, were superseded by 
Li Kydng-sik and Li Pom-chin. Min Sang-ho, 
a relative of the Queen, was appointed, while 
Pak Yong-hoi was still in power, chief of 
the Bureau of Foreign Affairs and English inter- 
preter, his duties being to act as intermediary 
between the court and the Foreign Legations. 
General Le Gendre was also appointed Court 
Adviser. In short, the Household was entirely 
reorganized by the Min faction, and it virtually 
overshadowed the Cabinet. This state of 
affairs prevailed from July, 1895. 

A certain foreign Minister had assiduously 
striven to promote his country’s influence in 
Korea from the moment of his arrival in Korea, 
but want of a suitable opportunity prevented him 
from realizing his most cherished ambition. 
He found a good ally in the American Mini- 
ster, however. This diplomat declared that, 
under instructions from his Home Govern- 
ment, he was to pursue a policy of protection 
whenever Korea was in danger of being en- 
croached upon by any Power. He therefore 
concerted with the other diplomat and took steps 
to thwart Japan in Korea. However genuine 
the intention of the American Minister was to 
extend protection to his nationals in Korea, he 
may be said to have rather served the purposes 
of the other Minister. Be that as it may, the two 
Ministers secretly had very intimate communica- 
tions with the Court and acted as its advisers in 
almost everything. It was natural, perhaps, that 
they should assume a position of hostility to- 
ward Japan. Then some Koreans becoming tired 
of the earnest and repeated advice of Japan, 
gradually went over to the two Ministers. This 
body of anti-Japanese politicians, made up of 
foreign diplomats and Koreans, thought an ap- 
portunity for extending theirinfluence had arrived 
when news reached Korea of the retrocession 
of the Liaotung peninsula. At this juncture 
Count Inouye suddenly arrived at the Japanese 
Legation and resumed duty as Japanese Repre- 
sentative. His reappearance on the stage of 
Korean politics did not materially arrest the 
progress of the anti-Japanese movement, now 
actively set afoot by the Court and its confeder- 
ates, for the new policy of conciliation pursued 
by the Count contrasted strikingly with his pre- 
vious rdle. It was construed by the Court 
as an indication that Japan, in fear of a certain 
Power, had adopted conciliation merely as a tem- 
porary expedient. Thus, the Court, while pre- 
tending to maintain cordial relations with Japan, 
arbitrarily changed the personnel of the Cabinet 
in utter defiance of Japan’s advice, the aim of 
the Court being to hold the departments of 
finance, army, and police in its own hands, so as 
(o augmentits power. The Court, after placing 
its creatures in various important offices of State, 
next suddenly pardoned the Mins and their ad- 
herents, issuing specially for that purpose a 


Google 


General Amnesty. It even went so far as to 
urge the return of Min Yong-chun, the head of 
the family, then living in Hongkong. On 
Sept. 17th, Count Inouye left Sdul for home, 
and his departure was the signal for actively and 
audaciously carrying out the programme con- 
cocted by the Court and itsallies. The relations 
existing between the Japanese Legation and the 
Count grew cooler and cooler, and at last the foot- 
steps of courtiers that had previously crossed the 
threshold of the Japanese Legation almost in- 
cessantly, were no longer heard in its precincts. 
Crusades, overt or otherwise, were systematically 
commenced against the Cabinet. The first 
attack was against the Finance Department. 
The Budget for last year showed an estimated 
revenue of 4,460,000 yen and expenditure of 
3,400,000 yen, approximately, and was drawn 
up by O Yun-chung, dismissed some time 
previously from the head of the Department, 
and the Japanese Adviser, Mr. Nio. They 
estimated the surplus at more than 660,000 yen. 
The Court, however, undertook various mea- 
sures not contemplated by the compilers of 
the Budget, which so upset the estimates 
as to produce a deficit of above half a million 
yen. At the same time all important sources 
of national revenue were arbitrarily appro- 
priated as Court property, and any proposal 
made by the Cabinet to re-arrange the estimates 
was scornfully disregarded. The second at- 
tack was directed against the new organizations 
of the Government, so that, in the teeth of 
the recently enacted law as to the appointment 
and promotion of civil or military functionaries, 
the Court arbitrarily and almost exclusively 
nominated or promoted its own servants in utter 
disregard of the new provisions and of the re- 
monstrances of the Cabinet. Then edicts and re- 
gulations entirely unknown to the Cabinet began 
to be issued in quick succession. The Court 
apparently not content with all these arbitrary 
proceedings, suddenly issued, on Sept. 29th, 
a Royal Ordinance merely countersigned by 
the Minister of the Household, while legal Ordi- 
nancescountersigned by all the Ministersalready 
numbered more than fifty. The third attack was 
more direct, for, with the view of reducing the 
Cabinet to the level of an office absolutely devoid 
of power and influence, the Court removed or dis- 
missed all Ministers in the Cabinet that did not 
espouse its cause. Thus Kin Ka-chin was dis- 
missed and Yu Kit-sun, then the Chief Secre- 
tary of the Cabinet, was removed to the Gover- 
nor-ship of Wi-ju. Lastly, measures were dis- 
cussed to disband the Kunren/ai, two battalions 
of picked Korean troops trained by Japanese 
officers. 


That the Court had courage to pursue such a 
course was due to the existence of the secret 
agreement between it and a certain foreign Mini- 
ster, which was come to on the occasion when 
the former decided to severely punish Pak Yong- 
ho. It is said that as the result of consultation 
between the partizans of the Queen, this Minister 
and his ally, the American Minister, a certain 
Foreign Representative presented the following 
views to the Court through the medium of 
General Le Gendre :— 

1.—That the Mins, to which family the Queen 
belongs, are historically antagonistic to Japan. 

2.—That his country is contiguous to Korea 
while Japan is separated by the sea, and that it 
therefore behoved Korea to be on terms of 
greater intimacy with his country than with Japan. 

3.—That his country is the strongest Power 
in the world and is, in that respect, above com- 
parison with Japan ; of which the retrocession of 
the Liaotung peninsula was a significant proof. 

4.—That his country will neither disturb 
Korea’s integrity nor interfere with her domestic 
affairs, and therefore Korea's safest course is 
to rely upon his country and to secure its pro- 
tection, it being possible in that case to maintain 
the full exercise of Korea’s independent sove- 
reignty. 

The above information was obtained secretly 
from one or two Koreans, but judging from the 
fact that the Queen is reported to have frequent- 
ly told her attendante and others that Japan and 
the Mins were antagonistic; that even at the 
expense of giving up a portion of the country 
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toa certain Power revenge must be wreaked 
upon Japan; that this Power was the strongest 
country in the world, and moreover, as the pre- 
servation of the Korean sovereignty was promis. 
ed therefore Korea must rely upon that Power— 
judging from these facts the statement regarding 
the secret representation of this Minister may be 
taken as well founded. The arbitrary proceed- 
ings of the Court eventually roused the indigna- 
tion of Korean patriots. They declared that 
the real motive of the Court in attempting to 
disband the Kunrentai was to strip the Cabinet 
of its main support, and then to put Kin Hoing- 
chip and others to death. Further, that the 
Court would again place the Mins at the head 
of the Administration; and that the Court, 
as a return for the promise of a certain Power 
to maintain Korea’s independance, had secretly 
agreed to give a harbour in Ham Gegydng-do 
to that Power. These patriotic Koreans were 
of opinion that the only way to rescue the coun- 
try from this imminent danger was to induce 
the Tai W6n-kun toenter the Cabinet. Persons 
holding thia view were partisans of the Cabinet 
of the time, of Pak Yong-ho, and in short allies 
of those that were not siding with the Court. 
Of these the most earnest were Li Chun-hoi, 
then a Vice-Minister of State, who was sub- 
sequently sentenced to death. These enthu- 
siasts secretly kept up communications with the 
Tai Wn-kun and deliberated as to the pro- 
cedure tobe adopted. This intelligence reach- 


ing the ears of Mr. Sagimura, then Chief 


Secretary of the Japanese Legation, and Mr. 


Okamoto, an adviser to the Korean Govern- 
They, apprehensive lest the aged states- 
man, by hastily undertaking the venture might 
subject himself to danger, and fatally injure his 
cause, despatched Mr. Suzuki to the residence 
of thé Prince-Parent, to sound his intentions. 
The messenger reported that the Prince-Parent 
seemed unable to keep his indignation under 
“control, but that he showed no indication of 


ment. 


undertaking any step himself. A few days later, 
the aged statesman, through the agency of Mr. 


Horiguchi Kumaichi, conveyed to Viscount 
Miura news of the impending peril, and ex- 
pressed his eager desire to see the Japanese 
It is said that the statements he 
indirectly laid ‘before the Japanese Minister 
were highly pertinent to the then condition of 
When these overtures were 
made by the Prince-Parent, the Viscount con- 
sulted with Mr. Sugimura as (o measures for 
remedying the evil by rendering help, with a 


Minister. 


Korean politics. 


view to preserving the integrity of Korea and 
of maintaining Japan’s prestige. 


cided that he should call on the Prince-Parent, 
ostensibly to bid him farewell on his departure 
for Japan, but seally to ascertain how hisinten- 
tions exactly stood, and to promise that, should 
he really be resolved to undertake the project, he 
should be supported on certain conditions. Mr. 
Okamoto visited the residence of the Tai Wén- 
kun, carrying a draft of these conditions, which 
ran as follows :—1. The Prince-Parent should, 
by offering help to the King, exclusively devote 


himself to arranging the affairs of the Court,. 


but should by no means participate in affairs 
of the Executive. He should, in obedience to 
the spirit of the Royal Oath taken at the out- 
set of Administrative Reforms, endeavour to 
set up a distinct barrier between the Court and 
the Executive, and should never allow the 
former to overshadow and encroach upon the 
latter. He should therefore not interfere with 
the appointment or dismissal of Government 
Officials. _2.—He should induce Kin Hong. 
chip, O Yun-ching, Kin Yun-sik, and other 
statesmen of progressive ideas to undertake im- 
portant offices of State, and see that the Ad- 
ministrative reforms were consummated, by 
availing of the help proferred by the respective 
advisers of the Korean Government, with a view 
to placing the independence of Korea on a sound 
basis. 3.—That Li Tai-Mején and Kin Chong- 
hau should be restored to the positions of Mini- 
ster and Vice-Minister of the Household, respec- 
lively, That Li Chun-yok should be despatched 
to Japan to study for 3 years. The departure 
of Li was thought necessary, to provide against 
any suspicion as to the entry of the Tai Wén-kun 











On October 
3rd, Mr, Okamoto was consulted, and it was de- 
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into the Cabinet, for as Li had been previously 
sentenced to exile on a change of high treason, 
the steps now to be taken by his grandfather 
might be misconstrued. On the sth, Mr. 
Okamoto called on the Tai W6n-kun, and he 
returned to the Legation on the evening of that 
day. He recounted what happened during the 
interview to Viscount Miura and his immediate 
subordinate, and said that the Tai WOn-kun was 
attended by his son Tai-Myj6én and grandson 
Chun-yok; that his decision to etter the Palace 
was firm and immovable; that he willingly 
pledged his honour to observe the Japanese 
conditions, and that he sent an autograph letter 
approving the proposals submitted to him by Mr. 
Okamoto. Next morning, Mr. Okamoto start- 
ed for Ninsen on the pretext of returning home. 
The same morning Mr. Sugimura called on 
Kin Hong-chip, the Premier, and Kin Yun- 
sik, the Foreign Minister, and the two statesmen 
are said to have represented to their visitor in 
very strong language the peril that was impend- 
ing over Korea. In their opinion the only hope 
of extricating the kingdom lay with the Tai 
Wo6n-kun. On the morning of the 7th, An Kei- 
su, the War Minister, visited the Japauese 
Legation to represent that, in consequence of 
frequent collisions between the Kunren/ai and 
the Police—collisions actually fomented by the 
Court—it had been decided to disband the former 
that evening ; and farther, that the Court was 
desirous of reinstating Min Yong-chun in the 
Household. While An was still at the Legation, 
U Poén-sdn, Commander of the 2nd Battalion of 
the Kunrentai, entered and, meeting the Japa- 
nese Minister, complained to him of the in- 
creasing difficulties of the situation. He declared 
that it was his and his coadjutor’s resolution to 
carry out their project, with the Tai W6n-kun at 
their head, before the Kunrentat were dis- 
banded. Thinking that no time should be 
lost, the Viscount caused Mr. Sugimura to 
summon Mr. Okamoto from Ninsen to see 
the Tai W6n-kun to advise him to be prepared 
to carry outthe plot. Mr. Okamoto returned to 
Séul at midnight and at once called on the aged 
Prince who said that it was his intention to 
effect an entry into the Palace early next morn- 
ing under the escort of the Kunrentat, This 
plot was, as every one knows consummated. 
The document further states that, though 
it is difficult to obtain precise information as to 


the secret agreement existing between a certain. 


foreign Minister, and the Court, the following 
facts may be taken as conclusive :-— 


1.—Intercession by the King to Russia twice 
that the Minister in question might not be re- 
moved. 

2.—On the morning of the 8th Oct. this Mini- 
ster repaired to the Court and represented to the 
King that he ought to ask his the Minister's Go- 
vernment for permission to summon the troops of 
the latter’s country. This representation is said to 
have been subsequently repeated, though always 
positively declined by the King and the Prince- 
Parent. 

3.—The fact that Li Pém-chin and others 
found asylum in that Legation since the 
8th October, their secret representation to the 
King that he should write a letter to the Czar of 
Russia asking for the aid of troops; the project 
of the 28th November, and lastly the present 
coup a@étdt while under the protection of the 
Russian Legation. 

4.—The intercession of the Russian Minister 
in behalf of his friend, Le Gendre, who, after the 
flight of Pak Y6ug-hon, was appointed a Court 
adviser. 


5.—Secret information furnished to a certain 
diplomatist by Li Ha-yéng, who acted as me- 
dium between the Court and the two Legations, 
as to the nature of the correspondence ex- 
changed. Other evidence might be enunciated, 
say the writers, if they were not deterred by 
diplomatic considerations, but the above facts 
are enough to show why the affair of the 8th 
October was undertaken. 


In concluding they urge that, had not the 
coup d état of October 8th been effected, the 
following results must have ensued :—(1) The 
Kunrentai would have been disbanded. (2) Kim 
Hong-chip and other influential statesmen of 


progressive views would have been put to death. 
(3) The Budget skilfully drawn up by the Japan- 
ese advisers would have been thrown into confu- 
sion. (4) Various departments of the Govern- 
ment would have suspended operations, inducing 
chaos. (5) The influence of a certain Lega- 
tion would have overshodowed the Court far 
more seriously than the Chinese Legation did 
before the War, and the power of the Japanese 
Legation would have been reduced to nothing. 
(6) The Japanese Advisers of the Korean Go- 
vernment would have been obliged to resign, to 
be succeeded by foreigners. (7) The Japan- 
ese troops in Séul and elsewhere would have 
been obliged to return home, and the troops of 
a certain Power would have been called in to 
preserve the tranquillity of the country, (8) The 
results of all these things would have seriously 
affected Japanese residents in Korea in various 
ways. 


CHINA NEWS. 
————o>—_ - 
February, 27 

The Hanlin Reform Club recently organized 
in Pekin under such promising auspices has 
been closed by Imperial Rescript. The Club 
had the support of many of the leading Chi- 
nese statesmen, including Earl Li and Viceroy 
Chang, and had started a newspaper, the out- 
spoken and discriminating criticisms of which 
promised to exercise a strong reforming in- 
fluence. But such a Society could not live 
among the weeds of Chinese conservatism. A 
censor denounced it to the Throne and it fell. 
The denunciation of a censor in China means 
simply that some great folks desire to havea 
grievance suppressed, or an irksome obstacle 
removed. In this case probably all the great 
folks in the capital had begun to find the Re- 
form Club a thorn in the flesh. Its downfall 
has filled with despair men whose custom it is 
to expect that the regeneration of 300 mil- 
lion people is to be achieved by efforts that 
would not attract even passing notice in a 
Western country. The Hanlin Reform Club was 
not really due to any radical awakening in 
China: it was merely a spasmodic growth pro- 
duced by the war ferment. Bigger things are 
needed to move China out of her deep groove. 
Meanwhile, some sanguine folk expect that the 
Club will be resuscitated under another name. 
It is stated that when granting audience to his 
Ministers on Chinese New Year's Day, the Em- 
peror referred to the closing of the Club and 
spoke of the institution as something treason- 
able to the Dynasty, but His Majesty’s remarks 
elicited strong protests from several of the lead- 
ing officials present, and the Emperor is said to 
have evinced a disposition to reconsider the 
question. 

A strong attempt has been made to induce 
the Emperor of China to forego the building of 
the Tieutsin-Pekin railway, or more correcily 
speaking, of the Tientsin-Lukou railway, for 
the line is not to be carried nearer to 
the capital than the Lukou bridge, which 
is 16 miles distant from Pekin. Two Viceroys 
and several hundred leading gentlemen of 
Chihli have memorialized the Throne, urging 
that the construction of the line will 
jeopardize the safety of the capital. But the 
Emperor remains firm. He has ifot only 
issued orders for the building of the line, but 
has also instructed his Ministers to adopt every 
possible means of popularizing foreign sciences. 
His Majesty, in the text of these instructions, 
several times acknowledges Japan’s superiority 
in eclectic wisdom. 

It is expected that on the return of the ex- 
Viceroy Li from St. Petersburg, whither he goes 
(o represent the Chinese Emperor at the coro- 
nation of the Czar, his own titles and ranks will 
be restored to him. The Empress is reported 
to be averse to the Viceroy’s going, as she 
doubts whether he has strength to sapport the 
journey. 

There has been much talk lately of Russian 
surveying parties in Manchuria, but it would 
seem that only one party is in question and that 
it consists of two officers with some Mongol 
soldiers, They reached Mukden on the 2oth 
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of January, having travelled westward from| havin ise i i 
: ; Wi g caused a great noise in the dead of night 
Viadivostock by difficult and unfamiliar routes/and the small haute of the morming Sear tis 
over the slopes of the Long White Mountain plaintiffs’ residence, so as to disturb their 
and across the north of Korea. Their chief|slumbers, Numerous witnesses were called and 
object seems to be to ascertain the sources of | the evidence was of a conflicting nature, as is 









fantasies that colour so many of the deeper cur- 
rents of [cish thought when dealing with the eerie 
off-spring of the imagination. Smart, in adapling 
the story to his music, has deviated slightly in his 
telling of the tale, and his argument accordingly 






the Sungari river. 





THE COMPILATION OF TEXT-BOOKS 


ON MORALS. 
epee een 





As briefly noted in these columns a few days 
ago, the Fé Shimpo condemns in fofo the ac- 
tion taken by certain members of the House of 


Peers in reference to the preparation of text- 
books on morals. 


long ago, it was recommended that the compila- 
tion of class books on morals should not be left 
to private individuals, but should be undertaken 
by the Department of Education. Such an anti- 
quated view, observes the Fi7/, can do nothing 
but afford amusement to men who understand 
the spirit of the age in which we live. The days 
Were when it was customary to rely on the Go- 
vernment for everything; when men did not 
venture to believe anything or accept anything 
until the Government had pronounced on its 
merits or demerits. It would seem as though 
this sentiment still prevails in certain minds. 
It is far better that morality should be 
left to develop itself in a natural manner, 
In patriarchal days it was customary for the 
heads of families or tribes to decide for their 
children or their subjects what actions were 
right and what wrong. But we are no longer in 
that stage of existence. Just as in the early his- 
tory of the physical earth the strata formed were 
very pronounced, so much so that we are able to 
distinguish each by a separate name, similarly 
the differences in the moral systems of nations 
are confined to the early stages of their develop- 
ment. Like the similarity of the surface of the 
earth on which we live, the morality of civilised 
races becomes more and more alike as the world 
advances. The moral text-books produced 
voluntarily in any age are sure to be a reflection 
of the general spirit and feeling of that age on 
ethical questions. | Governmental interference 
with the working of this law does nothing but 
harm. It is most desirable that thought on 
these subjects should be allowed the greatest 
freedom. Even supposing that among the 
officials of the Department of Education there 
were men eminently qualified to prepare the 
text-books desired—a supposition which there 
are no grounds for making—the course recom- 
mended by certain peers and approved by the 
House, would, if followed, be most detrimental 
to the best interests of the nation. It would 
interfere with the natural development so es- 
sential to real progress in every line of thought. 
The readiness with which the House of Peers 
_agreed to this proposal to rely on Govern- 
mental aid, says the $27, fairly astounds us. 
Such servilily should lead them to rely on the 
Government not only for text-books, but for 
guidance in the every-day affairs of life. We do 
not, concludes our contemporary, think text- 
books accomplish much in the way of teaching 
moral truths—example is much better than pre- 
cept—but nevertheless we cannot forbear from 
expressing our unfeigned astonishment to find 
men living in this enlightened era resuscitating 
antediluvian notions. 





A NOVEL SUIT. 
—_——_—__@—__-—__—__—. 

The Law has ever fresh surprises for the 
public. Few residents in England had until 
recently any notion that it was possible to bring 
the law to bear on one of the greatest of all 
public nuisances, the nuisance of noise. But, 
thanks to the enterprise of a certain Mr. Bartlett 
and others, residing in the Temple Chambers, 
London, it has transpired that persons who at 
unreasonable hours shout or bang things about 
so as to disturb the slumbers of citizens, there- 
by render themselves liable to legal censure. 
Last November an action was brought by Mr. 
Bartlett and others against Messrs. Marshall 
and Son, newspaper forwarding agents, {for 











It will be remembered that 
in a representation presented to the House not: 





of the plaintiffs. 
port: 
fendants could not possibly carry on their 
business without causing a nuisance, or that 
there had not been several mornings when, 
substantially, no nuisance was caused, but he 
Was satisfied that the nulsance had been so 
continuous and of such a character as to entitle 
the plaintiffs to an injunction substantially as 
asked for by them. There must be thereforea 
perpetual injunction restraining the defendants, 
their servants, and agents, from carrying on the 
defendants’ business so as to cause a nuisance 
by noise to the occupants of the plaintiffs’ 
chambers, and the defendants must pay the 
costs of the action. A ground had also been 
shown for an inquiry as to interim danger, and 
an inquiry must therefore be directed as to the 
damage which the plaintiffs had suffered, but 
the costs of this inquiry must be reserved.” 
the Times has a leader on the case, in 
which it is predicted that numbers of people 
will avail themselves of the power the law gives 
them of putting a stop to the many intolerable 
nuisances caused by the shouting fraternity of 
great cities and of commencing a crusade 
against the universally hated organ-grinder. 


To quote Zhe Zimes re- 








A NEW KIND OF SUICIDE. 
——-—-—___»- — -——--- 

A most extraordinary suicide is reported from 
Sawyers Bar, in California. ‘The victim was a 
man of 72, in fairly affluent circumstances, and 
the only conceivable motive for his act was the 
weariness of sickness from which he had been 
suffering for about a year. The story ia told 
thus by a San Francisco journal :— 

Windler ptocured a cartridge loaded with giant 
powder, and then locked himself in his room. 
Once there he placed the bomb within his under. 
shist, and directly over his heart. Heignited the 
fuse, and then sat down and calmly awailed the 
death that was to follow, holding the fuse in one 
hand, 

What the man’s thoughts were as he sat: there, 
the instrument of destruction pressing against his 
heart, the spack that was to rend him asunder 
slowly creeping upward, can but be conjectured. 
For fully five minutes he must have tarried on the 
brink of the unfathomable abyss, while thoughts 
of the past whirled through his brain as the pages 
of a history are unfolded, and—more distracting 
still—the dread mysteries of the futuce, which 
he was soon to solve. Yet the old man did 
not waver, nor altempt to undo his work while 
there was yet time. Finally the explosion came, 
and the heart of one of God’s noblemen was torn 
to shreds. 

The impact from the blast did little damage other 
than to the one who welcomed it. Nothing inthe 
room was disturbed, but when those who heard the 
report cushed into the death chamber the sight 
that they beheld thrilled all with horror. Sitting 
bolt upright in the chaie in which he had awaited 
the end was the aged suicide. His features were 
not drawn or distorted, but rather gave the ime 
pression of peaceful slumber. His face had not 
been disfigured, but through his breast there was a 
gaping wound as though made by a cannon ball. 
His heart had been torn into a thousand pieces and 
the hand that resolutely held the fuse was blown off. 


CONCERT AT 7HE PUBLIC HALL. 
ete ee SS een 

The first concert for this season of the associat- 
ed Yokohama Choral and Philharmonic Societies 
was given in the Public Hall on Wednesday even- 
ing before a full house. The major portion of the 
programme was filled by the Choral Society, who 
gave a very unsatisfying rendering of Smart's 
dramatic Cantata, ‘* The Bride of Dunkerron.” 
The old Celtic legend, which is associated with 
the ruined Castle of Dunkerron on the wild coast 
of Kerry, had been on the tongues of the “ old 


-wives’’ for many centuries ere Crofton Croker 


reduced its elements into a ballad, and in its ori- 
ginal form is tinged to the full with the weird 
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usually the case in actions of this kind ; but the 
judgment delivered by Mr. Justice Romer, 
before whom the case was tried, was in favour 


“His Lordship did not say that the de- 





runs as follows:—-The Lord of Dunkerron, en- 
amoured of a Sea-Maiden, seeks her for his bride. 
She has not the power to quit her element, and 
he follows her to her spirit-home. The SeaeMaiden 
leaves him that she may obtain the Sea-King’s 
sanction to the union; but he, with the Storm- 
Spirits, has already doomed her to death for loving 
one of mortal birth, and she reappears to her 
lover only to announce her fate. He, for his 
temerity, is driven from the SpiriteLand, and cast 
back by the tempest to the shores of the upper 
world. The Sea-Spitits lament the loss of the 
Maiden—the Serfs the death of their Master. 


The legend, it will be seen, possesses strange 
fascination for the poetical mind, and that a com- 
pose: of the rank of Henry Smart should be drawn 
to it, isnot to be wondered at. That he succeed- 
ed in weaving round it a satisfactory musical vest- 
ment is open to question, With male principals 
and male chorus of stronger calibre than the Yoko- 
hama Choral Society possesses, a pleasing effect 
might possibly be obtained, but as it was, Wednes- 
day’s performance conveyed, save in the solos of 
the Sea Matden (Mrs. W. W. Campbell) a distinct 
sense of disappointment. Yokohama, it must be 
acknowledged, is at present passing through a 
severe epidemic of catarrhal colds, and many of 
the chorus were affected, while Mr. Nicholas, 
upon whom fell the onerous burden of inter- 
preting the rdle of Dunkerron, is still suffering, 
we regret to find, -from the effects of his recent 
indispositiou. Mr. Nicholas should indeed be 
complimented and thanked for undertaking the 
part with such a heavy handicap: his wok was 
conscientious throughout, but it lacked many of the 


-| principal qualities that have made the pleasure of 


listening to him on previous occasions so delight. 
ful. We hope that as time goes on he will, with 
renewed health, regain the ground he has so 
obviously lost. The other male character, the 
Sea-King was essayed by Mr. Middleton—his 
first appearance in a leading idle in a Choral 
Society’s Concert here. He, though also ine 
disposed through a cold, gave clear indica- 
tions of possessing a melodious voice of pleas- 
ing volume: we hope to hear him again on a more 
favourable occasion. Mrs. Campbell was her 
familiar sweet self as the Sea Maiden, singing the 
aria and recitatives with dainty charm and taking 
expression, T'wo lovely bouquets were hauded to 
her at the close of the delightful aréa, ** Our home 
shall be on this bright isle “=the prettiest piece 
of writing in the Cantata. And now a word for the 
Chorus. Me. Griffin, the indefatigable President 
and Conductor, has brought up the strength of the 
soprano and contralto to a high pitch of perfection, 
but the tenor and bass are still lamentably weak, 
especially the former. Surely there are more 
musical men in the community than were on the 
platform last evening ?. It is tobe hoped that the 
Society will be able to enroll recruits in the male 
voices before the season closes, so as to enable a 
better and more harmonious balance to be struck. 
The best chorus was undoubtedly the one of the 
Sea Maidens, “‘ Hail to thee! "==this one would 
have liked to have had repeated, but Mr. Griffin 
wisely sets his face against encores in Cantata 
work. Mrs. Mclvor accompanied upon the piano 
during the Cantata, and deserves hearty thanks. 


As on former occasions, the work of the Phil- 
harmonic Society was excellent. Its membership 
has greatly increased, and likewise the variety of 
instcuments in ceed, stcing, and wind. Schubert’s 
Overture to ‘‘ Rosamunde”’ was very good, as 
was also Mozart’s overture to “Il Seraglio:” 
though to many Mendelssolhn’s Intermezzo to 
‘©The Midsummer’s Hight’s Dream "' appealed 
more tenderly=—all the pieces received their due 
measure of applause. In the second half of the 
programme Mrs. Mollison and Mrs. Walter— 
who were both in capital voice—sang Rubinstein’s 
lovely ‘‘ Song of the Birds.” It was exquisitely 
given and had to be repeated, 


The next Concert of these Societies will pro- 
bably take place in the beginning of April. 
Mendelssohn will be dcawn on freely, the pieces 
to be given including his ‘Calm Sea" overture 
and “ Lauda Sion,” with orchestral accompani- 
ment. This promises to be a most interesting 
evening. 
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well aware that if hostilities were conducted against 
foreigners many of the better class of Chinese 
would not be inclined to lend aid, we find the 
clause regarding foreigners. Again, the protece 
tion of Chinese women and children is declared, 
that the male element might be more easily in- 
duced to join the rebellion. 
(Translation of Proclamations.) 


1, Ko, future Governor of Formosa, charged 
with the defence of the island and wearing the 
honourable blue coat, Commander in Clnef of 
patriotic army of Taipeh, Teckcham (Hsin Chu) 
and Maoli, inform the public as follows :— 

For several months Formosa has been occupied 
by the barbarian Japanese, and the people are 
suffering from their violence and brutality. Theres 
fore all men with a vestige of blood in theie viens, 
must come together and help to recover our own 
country. I, Commander in Chief, have received 
orders from the great General Liu (Liu Yung- 
fu) and swear before the;war-god to exterminate 
all Japanese barbarians by guiding our strong 
army in a proper manner, Our people will, on 
receiving only a word, gather their friends from 
everywhere and crush tothe front, disputing only 
who should lead in being the first to attack. 

We have chosen as chief of right column of 
troops Chi-se-ong (Jio-tok-wo) military honour of 
sixth rank, who is faithful to our cause, and being 
very smact and brave in fighting we can depend 
upon him. I wish all to take vote of this, and 
after the assembling of troops, under his banner 
you are to march and kill all the Japanese, thus 
engaging in a great deed and receiving in return 
a high regard. They should spread the infocma- 
tion, fixing clearly the day of attack, and register 
the names of all who will agree to take part. All 
this should be conducted with a careful regard for 
every detail. Anything of importance should not 
be neglected. 

I herewith give the seal of the chief of the right 
column troops—Chi-desong (Jio-tok-wo)—with the 
sixth rank of military honour and nowchief of the 
right column in Army of Kakok (Ga-kia-gun), 

Given on the 14th January of the rrth month in 
in 21st year of Kwang-Hsu. 

J, Ko, future Governor of Formosa charged 
with its defence and wearing the honorable blue 
coat, Commander-ineChief of the patriotic army 
of Taipeh, Teckcham, and Maoli, will let know to 
the people the following :— 


I, the Commander in Chief will exterminate all 
Japanese by order of the great General Liu, with 
the aid of the patiotic army. ‘This then should 
be your one object, but if any of the people of the 
country refuse to join us we should not trouble them 
but allow them to continue with their work. We 
fear some cuffians will in our name threaten and 
impose upon the good people, therefore all in- 
habitants of Taipehfu and of the villages in the 
vicinity must take notice of the fullowing :—To 
assemble many people together that they may in- 
flict damage upon a village, will be considered a 
big crime and punished as such, so let all beware 
and not forget this. However, if there is some 
chiefs or men who have been guilty before of such 
robberies and ill-treatment, will come and join us 
submitting to all orders and give proof by some 
brave act of their desire to become worthy, we will 
accept such and grant them freedum, as well as 
allowing them their wives and children. But if 
alter this generous offer they refuse to change 
their methods and we find them troubling the good 
people, we will capture and deal severely with 
them. If in the village, or whereever it may be, 
such persons are seen assembling, the good 
people may kill them if necessary, although they 
should attempt their captuse alive that they may 
be brought before us. However, great care should 
be taken not to kill any who are innocent. We 
will seceive every report of complaint and examine 
such minutely. 

Observe carefully the following rewards for 
meritorious deeds as well as penalties for wrong 
doing :— 
ist. Anyone who will deliver to us a Japanese 
ptisoner who has escaped from the fighting will be 
rewarded. 
and. Auyone killing a Japanese and brings lo 
us the head will be rewarded. 
3rd. Anyone who protects ruffians or gives aid 
in their wroing-doing will be decapitated. 
4th, If any family aid in concealing an escaped 
Japanese their property will be confiscated and 
the male members of the family decapitated. 
sth. Anyone who for personal reasons kills an 
innocent man will be decapitated. 

6th. If any one brings as prisoner a bad cha- 
racter who has threatened damage ‘to the good 
people, he will receive rootaels as reward. 

jth. If any one kills a bad character making 
trouble, he will, after proper investigation, receive 
reward, 
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Given on 16th day of 11th mouth of 2132 year 
of Kwang-Hsu. 

I, Ko, future Governor of Formosa, charged 
with its defence, bearing the honourable blue 
coat, Commander in Chief of the patriotic army 
of Taipeh, Teckcham, and Maoli, by order from 
the great General Lin, the chief ,in charge of de- 
fense of Formosa and Chief of Acmy and Navy of 
Formosa, give this notification to the people that 
they may be encouraged by the promise of big 
rewards for any successful captures that they may 
make. We were at first obliged to give up Tat- 
pel, and as yet have not retaken the city, but 
there must be many patriots and braves who will 
drive out the Japanese and eventually extermi- 
nate them all, we therefore by this order an- 
ounce a schedule of prices and rewards, also 
giving certain conditions of attack. ‘This we 
wish to make known to all patriots and notables 
everywhere, that they may assemble and make 
attack and retake Taipebfu and other cities, ex. 
terminating all Japanese. 

We will certainly pay all rewards; and the 
people can trust us to fulfill all promises. 

100,000 taels to troops:who have taken ‘Tai- 

pebfu. . 
20,000 taels to troops who havetaken Hobe. 
40,000 taels for the capture of the forts at 
Kelung. 

50,000 taels to troops who have taken Teck- 

cham. 

5,000 taels to troops who have taken Gilan. 

15,000 taels to troops who have taken Maok. 

800 taels for the delivery to us of the prefect of 

Taipels (Admiral Tanaka). 

2,000 taels for the delivery to us of the Governor 

of the Island. 

2,000 taels for the burning of a Japanese wat 

vessel or transport. 

800 taels for the capture of a Japanese provision 

ship or boat. 

1,500 taels for the capture of a Gendarme officer 

of seven braids or Army or Navy General. 

600 taels for the capture of Japanese officer with 

five braids. 

500 taels for the capture of Japanese officer with 

four braids. 

400 taels for the capture of Japanese officer with 

three braids. 

300 taels for the capture of Japanese officer with 

two braids. 

200 taels for the capture of Japanese officer with 

one braid, 

150 taels for the capture of Japanese private 

soldier. 


Any party taking prisoner a Civil Chief of a 
district or branch office who has under him an 
officer of three braids, will be rewarded, as well 
as be honoured with the fourth rank of merit. If 
the officers under this Civil Chief are less than one 
having three braids the captor will be honoured 
with the fifth rank of merit. 

Any one who brings the head of any of the 
above mentioned Japanese will be given half the 
amount stated as reward for delivery alive. 

Any one killing the Imperial Prince must bring 
as proof the head andclothing ; in case of a Gene- 
ral, however, the head and one sleeve bearing the 
braids will be sufficient. 

Given the 16ih day, 11th month, 21st year of 
Kwang Hsu. 

I, Ko, Commander in Chief of the patriotic 
army in Taipeh, Teckcham, and Maoli, &c., &c., 
give these severe orders that all may beware and 
obey. 

I, now taking command of Taipeh army. swear 
to exterminate the barbarous Japanese, At first 
when organizing our army we made strict laws to 
keep order and informed all our soldiers. 

In exterminating the Japanese we are first lo 
serve our native country; secondly, to save our 
good people from the abuse of the Japanese, so 
everywhere that as armies are passing, greal care 
should be taken that the good people are not 
harmed. 

Nothing belonging to the country-people should 
be carried away, and the women and children 
must be protected, while all our energies should 
be devoted in advancing to kill the Japanese, but 
always observing the rules we now lay before you. 

In clearing the country of the detestable enemy, 
"you must show great bravery, which will be 
rewarded, but any one committing any of the 
eight offences following, will be promptly beheaded: 

ist, for the outraging of women. 

and, for the appropriating by force other people’s 
property. 

grd, for the delivery to the enemy of our war 
secrets. 

4th, who retreat from the fighting without orders, 

Sth, who claim credit for themselves of a brave 
deed performed by another. 

6th, who give out false news to trouble our line 
* ov to deceive our friends. 
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stores. 


7th, for stealing from each other, or killing anoe 


thee without just cause. 

8th, when entering a city, all soldiers and 
patriots are at liberty to kill all Japanese without 
further orders, but they must mot sacrifice the 
tights of their companious or view their own 
personal advantage. Upon coming to a Japanese 
store-louse or merchant’s shop, these places are 
to be sealed up that the goods and valuables may 
be afterwards divided up equally among us all. 

Given on the 16th day of rith month of arst 
yeac of Kwang Hsu. 

I, Ko, futuce Governor, etc., etc., etc., give the 
following order of protection :—= 

England, Germany, Russia, France, America, 
and the Phillipines, being triendly nations and 
having promised us aid, now I, obeying orders of 
the great General Liu will exterminate the 
Japanese, have great fear that our army, in the 
excitement of the fighting, will kill some of the 
people or missionaries of these friendly nations. 
Therefore I give order to defend strongly these 
foreigners. 

I wish all military and merchant people of Tai- 
peh, Teckcham, and Maoli districts to know that 
our enemy is only the Japanese, and we have 
nothing to do with other nations except to protect 
their subjects. 

So our people must not cause the foreignets 
any damage or deceive them under any circume 
stances. If soldiers or any other people kill these 
friends, missionaries, consuls, or merchants, injure 
their property, or burn down the churches, the 
culprits will be decapitated and theic property 
seized. This order is given with a determined 
spirit, and every man be aware and obey strictly. 

Given on 16th day rith month of 2tst year of 
Kwang-Hsu. 

In general orders issued for the organization of 
force at Gilan and Sanchao, [ note the troops are 
devided into two armies, the north and south, with 
officers as given below :— 

NORTH. 

Lineshing in Command Civil and Military Ad- 
ministration. Stationed west of Gilan. 

Chief of Camps, Leessei, Ling-tai-hok; with an 
adjutant Captain and Lieutenant as assistants ; 


three Captains, three Lieutenants, and two ad- 
jutants gre mentioned as concluding the list of 
officers. 


SOUTH. 
Hae-bun-ti, in charge of Civil Administration and 
Stationed East of Gilan. 
General Chin-enesan, with a staff consisting of 
two officers, no rank given. ‘Two Colonels (flag- 


officers), four Captains, and two adjutants com. 


plete the southern official list. 
SAN CHAO. 
General in Chief, Lin-leeesiun ; three Generals, 


two Chiefs of Camp, rank given. 


Chief Guide, Teung tungechinng. This man is 


the leading beggar of Gilan and knows everything 
about the city. 


SOME DEFECTS IN MODERN 
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Mr. PR&SIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—It is un- 


questionably a delicate and by no means an easy 
task to come before you with such a theme as that 


which I have ventured to-day to choose. And 
yet I do so impelled by a sense of the necessity 
for just such remarks as those to which I am 
about to call your attention. But let me state, at 
the outset, that Lam an American, long resident 
in Japan—and these very words include the fact 
that IT am one of Japan’s warmest admirers, 
sincerest friends; heartiest well-wishers. With my 
country, I am proud to hail Japan and her people 
as my compeers. And may I tever do or say 
ought which will sot redound to the credit and 
fame of this my foster-land ! 

IT hold that it is not the part of a true, an honest 
friend, to be forever praising, without a word of 
critical comment. And I know, moreover, that 
the Japanese people have ever shown themselves 
more appreciative of kindly criticism than of ful- 
some and unmeasured flattery. Even the sun has 
dark spots on its brilliant sphere of light, which 
astronomers tell us are caused by huge storms in 
that distant centre of our system. Are we then 
to suppose that the Rising Sun of Japan is without 
any spot whatever? It would be unnatural, not 
in accordance with the laws of human experience, 
were this the case. And surely he is the truer 
friend who, when he sees such spots, does not 
hesitate to speak of them: rather than he who 
refuses to see any such spots at all. ‘ Faithfull 


are the wounds of a friend,” says one of the Pro- 
And so, if I do not speak as 


verbs of Solomon. 


and Berlin, sont me by former pupils. 


shield my old pupils in the late war! 
battle-fields letters came to me; as they started ; 
on their voyage. Having thus learned to love the 
students of Japan and to appreciate their many 
sterling qualities; I venture to bring my subject 
to your attention to-day; in the hope that my 


way of preface! 


evils which 


a flatterer to-day, if I say anything that may dis- 
please you, attribute this, I beg, rather to my zeal 
as au honest friend than to the superficial criticism 
of a foreigner, 

Noc am I wholly without experience in educa- 
tional matters in your Empire. I have visited 
schools, from primary rank to those of Higher 
Middle Class, in vatious parts of Japan: from 
Fukushima in the north to Osaka in the 
south. I have taught in nearly a dozen private 
schools: all of large size, while the number of 
Japanese students that have been, at various 
times, under my instruction, has this year reach- 
ed the large figure of 16,000. For the last seven 
or eight years I have been in daily, almost hourly, 


contact with Japanese students; have learned to 


appreciate their good qualities, their patient per- 
severance, their desire for something good and 
noble and true. And let me here say that I have 
never met with more diligent, more temperate, 
more grateful students than those of this country. 
I have studied in many foreign lands, yet, taken 
asaclass, I consider the students of Japan fully 
the peers of those of any other land. And this 
I can say truly. They ate quick to lean, 
lave excellent memories, and are eager to 
profit by instruction. There are, of course, 
exceptions to every rule, and this is also true of 
Japan, I am not speaking of isolated individuals, 
but of the students of Japan as aclass. And I 
have ever found them affectionate towards myself, 
With what honest pride do I yet receive letters 
from New York, Chicago, San Francisco, London, 
And with 
what fervour did I pray Heaven to protect and 
From the 


weak efforts may result in some direct profit here- 
after to the tising generation. Aud so much by 
Education, gentlemen, is the 
real maker of history. The life of every nation 
is a stcuggle for existence with ignorance and the 
follow in its tain. The question 
whether this or that form of civilized govern 


ment can be maintained is, after all, nothing but 
a question of education. 
civilized government demands a so much higher 
degree of knowledge and virtue among its people. 
The great problems of tumanity cau ouly be 
solved gradually and by wo other means than that 
of national education. 


And this because a 


For this reason the means 
and methods of popular instruction should be the 


one constant care of all institutions of learning: 


from the primary school to the Imperial University. 
All science begins with simple facts: facts so 
simple that a little child can grasp them; and all 
sciences advance through successive grades and 
forins of positive truth until they reach the confines 
of philosophical speculation. But between these 
two extremes lies the whole life of man, his history, 
his intellectual development, and his influence on 
posterity. The history of nations, of kingdoms, 
empires, and republics, is dependent upon the 
intellectual development and moral standard of 
theic citizens. I.et that development be sluggish or 
retarded, let that standard be low—and the nation 
is irrecoverably doomed. The nations of the 
world, now more than ever, must have great know- 


ledge and supreme inherent power in order to 
keep pace with the mighty onward movement of 
civilization. 
and bigoted, must go to the wall. 


The weak and feeble, the ignorant 
How true this 
is, the history of the past year has clearly demone 


strated. 


Every man owes a duty to his fellow-beings; the 


duty of making them better, happier, wiser, so far 
as in him lies. 
duty to those with whom it has interests in come 


And every nation owes the same 


mou. The free must help the imprisoned; the 


strong the weak ; one for each, and each for all! 


Nearly three decades have passed away since 


Japan solved perhaps the greatest educational 
problem ever brought beforeany nation. Itwasa 
question upon which Japan’s existence rested as 


an independent nation; one which included not 
only a total revolution in the realm of thought, 
but also mighty changes in the administration of 
the government. The question was simply this :— 
Was Japan to follow in the track of China, to 
maintain an anti-foreign spirit of conservatism, 
and to progress wo further in science than her 
neighbours the Koreans and Chinese; or should 
she throw off the intellectual fetters that had bound 
her for so many centuries, free herself from the 
narrow limits of all other oriental nations, and 
devote her whole energy to the adoption and cul- 
tivation of Western civilization and learning P 
Happily, most happily, for this great Empire, tha 
latter alternative was chosen, And now, through 
having had to combat with many and enormous 
difficulties; she alone of all Asiatic lands has 
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not only become an ardent advocate and ex- 
ponent of Western science, but has proved to the 
world, in what I may truly call a “ striking '? mane 
ner, that she is the compeer of the most advanced 
nations of Europe and America. History can 
offer no parallel jnstance of swift national develop- 
ment. Never have the efforts of any people been 
attended with such wonderful and instant success. 
The fact that certain Western powers were so long 
unwilling to acknowledge Japan as of like rank 
with themselves is uot, I believe, so much due to 
any feeling of national exclusiveness, based on a 
contempt for Asiatic countries in general, as it is 
attributable to the fact that the West could mot 
credst the vastness of that reformation which made 
Japan what she isto-day. What the Reformation 
was to Germany, what the Protectorate to Eng- 
land, and the Declaration of Independence to 
America, has the Restoration been to Japan. The 
fact is that the Powers of Europe could not and 
would not credit that Japan had done in less than 
thirty years, what it had taken them centuries to 
perform. They forgot, too readily, that, at the 
time of the Restoration, Japan was in a position 
very different from theirs, say, in days of Luther 
and Gutenberg. They forgot that Japan had a high 
grade of independent civilization long before the 
first foreign ships reached her coasts. And they 
overlooked the fact that a mighty impulse had been 
hastening the growth of this country; thata national 
spirit, of the fiery ardouc of which they even now 
have at best an inadequate conception, was steadily 
at work. And then they saw, with wonder and 
alarm; the Dragon of China writhe in impotent 
humiliation before the effulgent rays of the Rising 
Sun; they learned that a Great Power had risen 
anew from the blue waves of the Pacific Ocean— 
and now Japan’s friendship is eagerly sought, her 
eumity as eagerly avoided, Strange that in this 
1gth century, about the glories of which we have 
all read and heard so much, it should need a 
fierce war to compel the awed respect of “ civi- 
lized’ Europe! Strange that Japan should have 
had to arouse the sleeping est not by the 
marvels of her national progress, but by the 
thunder of her victorious cannon! What a world 
of contradictions it is, where brute force still com- 
mands more instant respect than the peaceful, far 
more glorious victories of science ! 


But are not the triumphs of Japan due to the 
education of her people? And—I ask it with 
diffidence—is she not to some extent still under 
the influence of Chinese educational ideas? And 
here is defect number one, at least what I think, 
and what I wish to prove to you, is really a defect 
in Modern Japanese Education. 


Let me, first of all, speak from my own experi- 
ence. I do not rely on statistics, though I have 
been authoritatively informed that statistics will 
bear out what I say. Speaking then from personal 
experience, Ihave woticed with pained surprise 
the steady increase in the number of young men 
wearing spectacles, or, in other words, the gradual 
weakening of eyesight among Japanese students. 
Iam told, moreover, that the present generation, 
at least the student generation, is physically in- 
f etior to the last; than an actual deterioration is 
lamentably noticeable, Again, from personal exe 
perience I remark the constant appearance of 
brain troubles, and the fact that Japanese stu- 
dents are becoming less physically capable to cope 
with the enlarging cucciculum. Nearly every 
year, I might almost say nearly every six mouths, 
sees some new study taken up, or some older study 
widened and made an object of more thorough re- 
search, Asa natural consequence it follows that 
some studies must be gone through in a very 
superficial manner; that the students are often 
driven at break-neck speed over ground which 
they do not really understand. I have, for ex- 
ample, found in the fifth year classes uf Ordinary 
Middle Schools, students who were painfully 
ignorant of even the elements of English, whose 
grammar and spelling were beneath criticism, and 
yet they were being taught such difficult books 
as Macaulay’s Essays, “ Human Intercourse ” 
and Irving’s ‘'Sketch Book.’ How could they 
be expected to understand P Aud if this over- 
taxing of the student’s mental strength, this over- 
crowding of his still undeveloped mind, does not 
end in “confusion worse confounded ;”” if indeed 
the student manages to keep pace with his 
studies, enters the University with flying colours 
and graduates with honour, what, Task you gentle- 
men, is too often the result? Some local disease, 
too often alas! consumption, a few brief years of 
fame, a bright promise of a brighter future—and 
then a long funeral train and an obituary in the 
columns of the metropolitan press mourning the 
youthful decease of so promising a scholar. If 
you should take up the files of any Tokyo paper for 
the last four or five years you would be surprised 
atthe high rate of mortality among the brilliant 
graduates of the Impeiial University, An early 


Google 


death—cut off before their utility to the State has 
hardly more than begun—is the rule rather than 
the exception, 

Gentlemen ! this must not be. japan has need 
of all her scholars; she has need of all her famous 
men! Moreover, the welfare of the next and future 
generations, must not be endangered. If phiysi- 
cal strength means so much in what we term 
“modem civilization ’’—and the late war has 
proved its value—do not neglect the bodies of 
your young men at the expense of their minds; 
do not store up in the present, future weakness 
for Great Japan! At the beginning of this year 
essayists were busy the Empire over with the theme 
of ** Education after the War,” the general cons 
sensus appearing to be that the scope of educa- 
tion in Japan must needs be broadened; its aims 
made higher: its methods ameliorated. With all 
this Tam in harmony and can only signify my 
hearty assent to such humanitarian propositions. 

If Japan is really to figureas the leader and in- 
structress of Asia, if not of a still broader field, her 
educational standaid must be made as perfect as 
time, money, and earnest effort can make it. And 
just here let me, as a foreign onlooker, disclaim 
against the short-sighted policy of the Lower House 
in curtailing the outlay of the Educational Depart- 
ment. For, above all others, [ hold this Department 
Is important. The idea of doing away with such an 
establishment as, for instance, the Ueno Academy 
of Music, is, from a foreign standpoint, supreme 
ly absurd. Rather take from any other source; 
rather propose retrenchments in any other Dee 
partment, than in that of Education. It is like 
clipping the wings of a young bid. Having 
taught your falcon to fly, would you, members of 
Parliament, rob it of any of its fair pinions ? 
Rather increase the strength of the noble bird ! 
Teach it to soar ever higher, more boldly, with a 
freer sweep of the strong young wing ! 


Vet while I can epplaud the idea of broad- 
ening the scope of education in Japan, [| 
would most seriously deprecate any altempt to 
increase the burden already on the shoulders of 
your students. They are sinking under it as itis. 
The fact is that the condition of students at present 
imperatively demands a decrease in the studies 
they areengagedin. No amount of fictitious aids 
will brings about the desired result until this de- 
crease is made. You must strike boldly at the 
root of this evil, or else, like some insidious and 
gaily coloured parasite, it will creep over and 
choke your fair tree of knowledge. And where is 
this dectease to be made? In whatdirection? | 
do uot hold with a recent Minister of Education 
that the study of foreign languages need not be 
obligatory. I believe that it should be obligatory, 
that every Japanese student should be conversant 
with at least one foreipn tongue. For Japanis no 
longer an isolated Archipelago in the Pacific, she 
is one of the great Powers of the world. Her 
victorious arms have compelled the adinication of 
the Occident, her scientists have won world-wide 
fame. For, speaking as a scholar, I would rather be 
a citizen of a nation that could produce a Kitazato, 
than I would be of a nation that had done nothing 
more than inflict a crushing defeat on a colossal 
but feeble people like the Chinese. The glory of 
humanitarian science is the true, the best glory. 
Fame that leaves bloody footsteps behitd it, that 
is accompanied by the wails of widows and or- 
phans, that brings with it burning towns and deeds 
of carnage—such fame, I repeat, is not true fame, 
But the fame that is surrounded by the gratitude 
of all, that is encircled, like a cloud of sweet in- 
cense, with the blessings of those whom it has 
benefited—such fame is true, is lasting! Na- 
poleon was a great man in his day, and many 
doubtless envied him. But he is remembered to- 
day only as a military genius who carried untold 
misery to millions upon millions of péople. 
The flames of Moscow and the carnage at 
Waterloo forever extinguished the glory of that 
unhappy mao, But such men as Darwin, Lister, 
Koch, Kitazato, Pasteur, Edison, Gordon—-such 
names are imperishable, They have won true 
fame, they have earned a crown of glory whose 
tadiauce can never be dimmed while the world 
stands. And so, now that Japan is the world’s 
nation, she must be able to communicate with her 
foreign friends and allies. Her young men will 
travel abroad, as they do now ; and ever-increas- 
ing numbers of Occidentals will come to visit this 
fair land. A knowledge of one, or even two foreign 
tongues, is thus from every standpoint, vitally 
essential. With all this, I do not for an instant 
mean that Japan should lose one jot of her national 
characteristics. I never wish to see her blindly 
imitate a Western custom. Though a foreigner, 
I wish to see Japan as Japan and notas a copy of 
either Europe or America. Keep your national 
characteristics : they are many, and nearly all are 
good. Diess your women in the sweet, picturesque 
garb of their ancestors; educate your children to 


that refinement of courtesy which is one of Japan’s 
most pleasing features. As far as possible, keep 
your dwellings, your furniture, your habit, and 
above all your language, Japanese! I would 
not have it otherwise. Yet remember that you 
now owe a ditty to the world at large; people 
will not interest themselves in you woless you ine 
terest yourselves in them. People will not try to 
learn Japanese, unless your young men learn their 
languages. But for the love of Heaven, get sid of 
the Chinese graphic system. 

A word as to the Chinese language and its sys- 
tem of writing in general, 

The Japanese language is not of Chinese ori- 
gin, although a host of words have been borrowed 
from China: most unmelodious ones very often: 
for who would hesitate to chose between the yut- 
tural Kak’koku and the harmonious ono-ono duns? 
between sitchoku and makoto ni tadashis? Be- 
tween junshoku and susumaseruP Yet for cen- 
turies past the Chinese language and graphic 
system have been the classic vehicles of Japanese 
thought, Of course, one cannot expect to wean 
a nation from such time honoured customs in a 
day; and yet I cortend that Japan can never en- 
joy the full development of her intellectual power 
until she is entirely free from the last vestige of 
Chinese thought and science. And while I say 
this, ] would have you note that I know the Chi- 
nese graphic system to be most admirably adapted 
for the expression of scientific, philosophic, and 
abstruse thought. It is terse, pithy, pregnant with 
meaning. But it is not of such transcendent value 
that your young men must acquire it. If the 
great minds of Europe and America have been 
able to write their bucning, wonderful thought, 
theories and discoveries with 26 letters only, surely 
there is no need for Young Japan to spend years in 
the acquisition of 200 times as many complicated 
ideographs. 

What does the book learning of China amount 
to? We can condense the matter in a very few 
words, The Chinese have one beaten track along 
which exch and every student must laboriously 
pursue his way. Thete is no roam for, or pos- 
sibility of, innovation ; nothing is optional; and 
consequently there are no alternative courses 
adapted to individual tastes or abilities. The 
ethical, social, and political dogmas of their early 
sages have no reference to the changed sucround- 
ings of modern times. They are regarded as 
some divine legacy of wisdom, infallible in doctrine, 
which can not be improved upon by the ‘ degee 
necate race” of to-day. For the Chinese do not 
believe in the “ sucvival of the fittest ;” like Con- 
fucius, himself they live in the glory of their past 
renown, and hold that the future, however bright, 
can wever be as fair as was the past. It is true 
that Mencius expressly wanted his countrymen to 
strive to live in harmony with the spirit of the 
age in which they might chance to be born, But 
this invaluable precept has always been over- 
looked, and greater prominence given to others 
couched in a less liberal and less practical tone. 
And so it comes that the Chinese are now, in the 
midst of the hurry and excitement of this great 
century, very nearly on the same spot as they were 
hundreds or thousands of years ago. From first 
to last, the educational system of China is a severe 
and constant strain upon the memory. Nothing 
could be more dreary than the labours of the 
scholar’s early years. He comes to school, as one 
of his own books tells him, a “tough gem that 
requires polishing,” and this process is both slow 
and painful. His very books are written in a dead 
language; for in every part of the Empire the 
style of literary composition is so far removed from 
that of the vernacular diction that the books, when 
read aloud, are unintelligible to the ear even of 
the educated, while the sounds of the ideographs 


‘convey absolutely no meaning to the mind of the 


beginner. Asa general rule, no effort is made to 
give the ideographs life by imparting glimpses 
into their signification. In other lands, ateacher, 
even in primary schools, finds room for fact and 
originality in his explanations, But in China 
there is nothing of this; it is the land of eternal 
uniformity, The pupils all tiead the path trodden 
by their ancestors of two thousand years ago ; nor 
has this path grown smoother by the constant 
pacing of so many weary feet ! 


In Chinese books we find the most absurd state- 
ments very often made with a gravity worthy a 
better cause. The Classic Books are replete with 
scientific untruths and impossibilities. And yet, 
with all the amazing absurdities taught in their 
schools, Chinese scholars look down upon Euro- 
peans with feelings akin to good-humoured cou. 
tempt. And they express the same for their latest 
conquerors, the Japanese, because, forsooth, the 
Japanese have dared to step beyond the narrow 
limits of the Canonical Books. A foreigner 
in China is now tooked upon as a barbarian 
intruder, though an uncommonly clever mechae 
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nic. The foreigner understands all about building 
ships and casting cannon—unfortunately he also 
knows cather too well how to fire the latter. But, 
after residing in China for ten long years, among 
the learned class I never found any respect for 
Western intellect or intellectual systems. 

Ouly a few years ago, comparatively speaking, 
Japan's educational system was based on the 
bock-learning of the Chinese; and even to-day 
there are many vestiges of Chinese lore still to 
be found in Japanese schools. But I know you 
will agree with me when I say that Chinese know- 
ledge should no longer hold an important position 
in the Japanese curriculum. This country bas 
advanced too far to need retain so clumsy and 
illogical a system. Chinese  book-learning, 
Chinese lore and modes of thought, are not 
adequate to the exigencies of modern times; 
not is the Chinese graphic system capable 
of fulfilling the constantly increasing needs 
of Japanese intelligence. The Chinese language 
is, [do wot care to deny it, of importance to the 
Japanese student; but I would have it relegated to 
the position occupied by Latinin Westen schools. 
The first requisite is that every one should know 
his or her mother-tongue, but not by means of 
such an awkward and illogical graphic system as 
that of China. It gives me pain whenever I see 
a Japanese student treading a book written entirely 
in Chinese, though printed in Japan. His eyes 
surely must grow weary, travelling back and for. 
waids, down, then up again, from one end of a 
column to another in order to grasp the meaning 
of a simple sentence. And far too many years are 
spent io acquiring the thousands of strange louk- 
ing ideographs Chinese scholars so delight in. It 
is tuo great a stiain upon the memory, loo severe 
atax upon the eyes, the hand, the mind. The 
time spent in learning the system is unjustly taken 
from other studies of incomparably greater im- 
portance. Here is the weak spot of your educa- 
tion, You would know all that Europe and 
America can teach yous you would learn it in 
the saine wumber of years; and yet, to this gigan- 
tic task you add the unjustifiable load of a 
graphic system of the most complex, the most 
brain-liring nature! No wonder your students 
grow weak; no wonder their lives are cut short 
before the blossom has sipened into the fruit. The 
graphic systems of China and the Occident re- 
present two different worlds: having learnt one, 
itis a task of the greatest and most forbidding 
magnitude to strive to comprehend the other. 
Do you know how many different ideographs 
there are in the Nine Classic Books of the Chin- 
ese? Just 4,600! How many characters is a 
Chinese scholar expected to know? Over ten 
thousand! In Williams’ Dictionary of the Chine 
ese Language, no less than 12,567 separate 
characters an explained. How many letters are 
there in your Kana? Just 48! And bow many 
letters are there in the Euglish language? Only 
26! Surely, in the face of these simple facts the 
most rampant admirers of the Chinese graphic 
system) cannot speak of its superiority over the 
Kana of Japan or the alphabets of the Occident ! 
Finally, the use of such a system of writing makes 
too sharp a distinction between those of learning 
and those whose education has not gone sofar. Au 
illiterate person is too easily detected ; an uninter- 
ested man too liable to be condemned because of 
his want of skill in writing, though he may be an 
expert in some other branch of science. For these 
reasons—and I could adduce a host of others 
equally weighty—I think every true friend of 
Japan should discourage the use of the Chinese 
graphic system. Iam neither an advocate of the 
Kanano Kwai or Romaji Kwai, though were La 
Japanese, I should incline to the former from 
patriotic motives. I know moreover, that many 
familiar Chinese expressions cannot be teadily 
distinguished in either Kana or Romafi. In 
point of fact, I think that the propef graphic 
system for Japan is a compromise between Xana 
and the Chinese ideographs; and I am longing to 
see some genius come forth who will propose an 
acceptable system; sucha one, for example, as 
would not require the learning of more than three 
or four hundred characters. The fewer the better! 
At all events, gentlemen, I predict with the cere 
tainty of a firm believer in the theories of Darwin, 
that the evolution of thought in this country will 
within the life of some of us here to-day, lead to a 
positive and final discarding of the Chinese ideo- 
graphs. Heaven speed the day! 


I would now touch upon another point, and one 
which I deem of the utmost importance, as it di- 
rectly affects the physical well-being of students 
in general. Japan ts generally spoken of as being 
a country far less wealthy than her European and 
American allies, and this despite her wonderful 
natural resources and incomparable manufac- 
tures, It is true that a small sum of money— 
small, 1 mean, in the opinion of foreigners—-goes 


much farther in Japan and can command better 
service than in almost any other land. But every 
year sees this Empire wealthier than before. 
Every year sees fresh maikets discovered and the 
successful competition of various Japanese com- 
modities wlth Western manfactures of like nature. 
In twenty years from now I see no reason why 
Japan should not be known as a tich, rather than 
as a poor, nation. But is this the real reason 
why Japanese schools are of such unsatisfactory 
a nature architecturally and sanitary: why Japan. 
ese school-teachers are nearly always underpaid 
or forced to live on starvation wages? I do not 
think so. I think all this is due to want of ap- 
preciation of the true value of education. How 
many times have I entered primary, aye, or 
middle schools, to be shocked at the actual un- 
cleanliness of the place! The bioken-down, an 
cient desks, walls and windows that had not 
experienced a cleansing for years, it may be; 
and the general air of poverty and desolation 
prevailing. Ihave been in middle schools where 
the benches and desks were out of all proportion 
to the size of the students: fitted rather for little 
children than young men nearing theic maturity. 
Aud where can we find a warm class-room in 
winter? Only in the best, wealthiest, and finest 
Government and private schools, the number of 
which is extremely limited. Sometimes, but not 
often, a huge hibachi is placed in the cor- 
ridor or some large room, where the favoured 
and = stalwart few can warm their benum- 
bed hands for a few brief minutes during 
the hours of instruction; while the majority 
are left to warm themselves as best they may 
away from the insufficient heat of the brazier. I 
have myself taught in classerooms the temperature 
of which was nothing short of arctic. Yet etti- 
quette forbids one wearing a short overcoat at 
such times; and,I have been nearly frozen while 
Ttaught, my heart beating in sympathy with the 
benumbed students who were attempting to follow 
my chilly remarks. I surely think something 
might be done to effect an improvement in this 
direction. At all events, I feel certain that a good 
many round shoulders, bent backs, and hollow 
chests are the result of defective desks and 
benches. I would have, were this possible, every 
Government school so arranged that physical dis- 
comfort, if not actual injury, should be impossible; 
I would have the teachers see that, where there is 
a wooden flooring, their little pupils are not made 
to take off theic foot-gear and made to walk bare- 
foot on the cold boards in winter. I would have 
every class-room brought to at least a bearable 
temperature, in which the young bodies and lungs 
were not running the risk of rheumatism, influenza, 
and inflammation. 


Coming to the instruction itself, Imust say a 
word with regard to the teaching of English. 
Here I have found many really unqualified people 
holding tesponsible posts. Now, I know, the 
examinations for a teacher's license in Middle 
Schools—as conducted by my friends Professors 
Toyama and Kandamare everything that can be 
desired; yet until, I believe one, oc possibly 
two years ago, holders of diplomas from third or 
fourth-erate American Colleges were permitted 
on the strength of these diplomas alone to receive 
licenses to teach, And I know from personal 
observation that many of these ‘‘ graduates” were 
really unfitted for their posts; that their instruc- 
tion was very faulty and their pupils nearly 
always dissatisfied with them. Apart from this 
consideration, I hold that the method of teaching 
English in nearly every school, is a most mistaken 
one. The textbooks being intended, almost 
without exception, for foreign students, either 
English or American, they are wholly unsuited to 
the needs of Japanese students of English. There 
is a burning need of proper text-books in this 
direction, Moreover, the instruction as at present 
is far from being practical. Graduates of Middle 
Schools are sometimes able to read rather difficult 
books; but I have not found half-a-dozen who 
could carry on an ordinary conversation in easy 
English. On meeting with foreigners they blush 
and stammer and usually appear unable to under- 
stand the simplest questions. As for their letter- 
writing in English, theless said the better. Ihave 
received scores of notes which would be wholly 
unintelligible to anyone who had not, like myself, 
been teaching English to Japanese students for 
several years. Some of the phrases used were 
downright insulting—yet I knew perfectly well 
that no insult was intended ; that the writers were 
on the contrary, trying to write in the most refined 
and polished style. But what, pray, is the value of 
English instruction, indeed of any instruction, if 
it isnotto be put to practical uses and made fit for 
practical life? This is a great, in my eyes a very 
serious, defect. The chokuyaku system is another 
sore point withme. [wouldhave this wholly abo» 
lished ; for what could be more confusing that after 
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translating, “ He should have gone,” with kare ga 
stta de aro, to learn that this phrase really means 
kare ga yuku hasu deshita, oc sono hito ga yukeba 
yokatta P There are quantities of similar sentences 
I could quote; but I think that the argument 
needs no further emphasis. In order to obtain a 
quick practical knowledge of English, even though 
that knowledge be of limited extent, it is neces- 
sary to cender the English phrases as far as pos- 
sible into colloquial Japanese, and thus accustom 
the student to think of English as a spoken tongue, 
not as a dead letter. 

Then in the matter of geography. Here I have 
often cegcetted to find Japanese students really 
painfully deficient. I do not mean Primary 
school-boys, but the pupils of Middle and Higher 
Middle Schools. The Philippine Islands are cere 
tainly important as being Japan’s next-door neigh- 
bours; yet I doubt if one student in a thousand 
could answer if asked for the names of the three 
largest of these islands. Here again, [ find a 
painful want of practical geographical knowledge. 
Japanese students are undeniably well-versed in 
the topography of this Empire, and this is as it 
should be; but the great majority know very 
littlelittle, I mean, in comparison with western 
students of the same age—of the geugraphy of 
the world. But as a maritime and commercial 
nation, surely such practical knowledge is essen- 
tial to the Japanese. Why, I have met with 
young men who were uncertain about the loca- 
tion of Madagascar, and who could name only 
one river—the Nile—in Africa; who confounded 
the Andes with the Apennines; and made Brazil 
a neighbour of Patagonia! [am not prepared 
to say what the reason of this very wide-spread 
ignorance is—whether it lies with the teachers or 
with theic pupils—but that it really exists, gentle- 
men, I can assure you. I have yet to meet with a 
Japanese student able to sketch at once an out- 
line map of any country except his own. Yet you 
will not find such inability in any American or 
European school above primary rank, Perhaps 
a good deal might be improved in this direction by 
the use of such sketch-maps as those issued by 
Messis. Longmans & Co. for the use of English 
schools. I have been told that similar maps are 
sometimes used in Japan, but have never met with 
aspecimen, These as you see, are mere out- 
lines, with only the most important names given ; 
but the young student is made to copy and recopy 
them so often that he becomes absolutely familiar 
with them. At all events, I believe it is of the 
first importance that the study of geography 
should be made more thorough, so that your young 
men will not appear ignorant of, or as if they had 
quite forgotten, things with which every foreign 
child is familiar. Only yesterday, in speaking to 
a large class of young men, whose age averaged 
20 and above, I found that no one could give me 
the names of the Kings of Italy and Sweden, no 
one knew the name of the President of France, 
only one knew the name of the President of the 
United States, and only 2 out of 30 were sure that 
Austria was south, instead of north of Germany ! 
This is a degree of ignorance with simple facts 
which to my mind, is really disgraceful. It is, in 
my opinion far more important that students 
should be acquainted with the political and com- 
mercial geography of Japan’s western allies, (han 
that they should spend years in the acquisi- 
tion of other less practical sciences. I was once 
asked if it were not possible to travel in a sleigh 
from America to Europe in winter time, the ques- 
tioner’s idea evidently being that the Atlantic 
Ocean froze over in parts, if not completely, 
during the winter months! Of course, such ignore 
ance is exceptional. _ 3 

In this connection I would also say something 
with regard to theteaching of Natural History. I 
have never yet met a Japanese student who, unless 
a specialist, was really familiar with the fauna and 
flora of his own country. I may be mistaken, but 
speaking from personal experience only, I believe 
that Natural Science is not taught in so attractive 
a manner as to make the student desire to fami- 
liacize himself with the bicds, beasts, and flowers of 
his own country. Japan is scientifically a most 
interesting country in all that regards her fauna 
and flora, assuch writers as Wallace and Blakiston 
have sepeatedly pointed out. For this reason, if for 
no other, Japanese students should be thoroughly 
grounded in the natural history of their own land. 

Aud this leads me again to the question of 
history. Hee I find no serious defect; Japanese 
students appear invariably well versed in the 
history of their own land, though I have often met 
with a lamentable ignorance with regard to the 
history of the ‘outer world,” especially dates. If 
once asked a class when they supposed Lord 
Macaulay died. Silence followed, but, after 
some thought, one ventured the statement that 
the great essayist flourished shortly after the time 
of Shakespeare! If so, I should rival Takenouchi 
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no Sukune, for Lord Macaulay was still alive 
when [was born, I could cite hosts of instances, 
which have fallen under my own personal ole 
servation, to prove that the knowledge of Uni- 
versal History possessed by most Japanesestudents 
is iudeed most shallow. But this is not the defect 
of which Lintend to speak. We shall often find 
as great ignorance of universal history in fos 
reign schools as in those of Japan. What I wish 
to emphasize is not this point, but the fact that 
the chronology of Japan is not scientifically 


arranged. We speak, say, of the great period 
of Genroku, the Elizabethan Age of Japanese 
literature. But take an ordinary class in any 


school and ask them how many years ago this 
period wasP And I will venture to wager that 
not one out of fifty students will make an 
exactly correct reply. Or let us talk of Hachi- 
mantaro or Benkei, and not one out of twenty 
students is able to tell me how many years ago 
these personages flourished, On once asking 
what was the name ot the Emperor under whom 
the great scholar Kobo Daishi flourished, only 
thiee out of sixty young men gave mea correct 
atiswer. Of course, | know that a great deal of 
this apparent ignorance is due to the counting by 
periods (mengo). But you have an excellent start- 
ing point : the accession of Jimmu Tenno. Accord- 
ing to that, the present year is 2555. Why should 
not students be taught that the ascendancy of 
Hideyoshi was from the year——— to the year —— 
Or the attempted invasion of the Mongols occurred 
in the year ——=? It would very greatly simplify 
matters, and make students able to give intelli- 
ible and intelligent replies. As matters now stand, 
L have found nothing but confusion in the minds of 
the majority of your young men. They seem, for 
the most part, well acquainted with facts, but 
their dates are in a sad way. 

In the few facts that I have brought to your at- 
tention, I have endeavonred to state my opinion 
honestly and frankly, and without a thought of 
anything but the amelioration of education and 
educational methods in your great Empire. I have 
not spoken, I trust, in a hyperctitical or carping 
manner, for Lam very fully aware of the great pros 
gress made by education in this country and the 
inestimable blessing it has proved to all classes. 
What I desire is to see it of more practical profit. 
And here I would say a word in praise of those 
institutions, modelled after the Chantauquan As- 
sociation of the United States, which seek to bring 
learning to young people who have had but little 
schooling. Ivefer in particular to the Dai Nippon 
Chugak’ Kwai, of which H.I.H. Prince Kitashira- 
kawa isthe distinguished patron, There is need of 
such work and such workers, for how many tens of 
thousands of young men and young women ate for- 
ced, by adverse circumstances, to give up school- 
ing before matiiculating for a Middle School, o 
even graduating from a Higher Primary School ! 
These young people, gentleman, have intellectual 
needs as great as your children and mine, They 
must be taught great scientific Wuths in some 
way or another, and learn to look understandjngly 
on the world about them and its problems. And so 
I laud the work of the Chugak’Kwai whose ex- 
cellent publications are destined to reach just such 
eager hearts and brains. 

Allow me, in conclusion, to thank you most 
heartily for the kind attention you have paid to 
my remarks, and to hope, with you and for you, 
that the Rising Sun of Japan may ever grow more 
glorious, brighter and higher, ull it reaches the 
meridian and zenith of national glory. 


-— 








LETTER FROM PEKING. 


——_—_—_——__—__—_—_ 
(From our CorRRBSPONDENT.) 


Peking, Jan. 27th, 1896. 
For several months the a ee Conainienen 
Li Hung-chang, and the Japanese Minister in 
Peking, have had under their consideration the 
commercial treaty between the two countries, but 
with slight prospect of a speedy settlement, There 
have only been two formal conferences from the 
start. The draft of the treaty as presented by 
the Japanese Minister was subject to many 
changes on the pact of Li, who incorporated not 
only his own ideas but all which came from the 
Ministers and secretaries of the Foreign Office, 
and also many which came from the aggressive 
Viceroy, Chang Chih-tung. The treaty as thus 
modified was sent back to the Japanese Mini- 
ster, and in a short time the reply came that the 
first draft must be accepted. Since then the 
Chinese have been hard at work preparing argu- 
ments against this positive method of dealing 
with the question, The main dispute is over the 
taxation of poods mauufactuced in China, which 
the Japanese according to the treaty already 
ratified, desire to exempt from any special impost. 


Google 


‘The Chinese officials, however, fear a decrease in 
the import of foreign goods and a loss of revenue. 
































yiess is impossible to diagnose. 
that change is imminent, 
decided reactionary policy. 


tsin and a bridge some 10 miles south of the 
capital, and also permitting merchants to build a 
tailroad to Hankow, 
of all reformers, but even these practical measures 
are looked upon with abhorence by many. The 
matter of saising money presents difficullies more 
than the actual building of the toad, 


sulted every few days by the 
supposed to mean the downfall of the party of the 


sented progress, but thus far there have been no 


P] Central China. Judging from the past, there is 
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‘The attitude of the Government respecting pro- 
Some acts show 
aud others indicate a 
The edict of the 
Emperor permitting the railroad between Tien- 


sticred hopes in the breasts 


The renewed connection of the limpress- Dowager 
with affairs of State, Her Majesty being now con- 
imperor, was at first 


{imperial Tutor, Wang Tung-ho, who bas gene- 
tally represented conservatism as Li has repre- 


real signs of a desire for progress on her pact. 
She has her own favourites, but not necessarily 
men who love true reform, 

The Viceroy Liu Kun-yi has been ordered to 
return to his post at Nanking, and this has been 
largely the act of the Empress-Dowager. It is, 
however, doubted whether this Viceroy will do as 
much as Chang Chihetung in matters of pressing 
need for the development of the provinces in 


ittle likelihood of much being done, except in the 
line of making money and spending part of it on 
useful persons in Pekin. 

The most surprising act within many a month 
has been the suppression of a Reform Club and 
its daily paper. ‘This club startled out with 
the purpose of acquiring more of western learning 
and methods, and thereby bringing about the 
prosperity of the nation. Two foreigners, both 
missionaties, Messis. Richard and Reid, had 
been especially consulted and well veceived by 
them. ‘The leading officials in Peking, such as 
Weng Tung-ho, Li Hung-tsao, Li Hung-chang, 
and Sun Chiaenai, had been conferred with in 
tun and jromised aid. The Viceroys Chang 
Chih-tung and Wang Weneshao, had each con. 
tributed 5,000 tael¥, Prominent Censors and 
Hanlin had joined the movement, Head-qua:ters 
were established, and the club was a reality. 
Unexpectedly a new Censor memorialized against 
it as a method of extorting money, subverting un- 
biased judgment on official acts, and so working 
injury to the government, The Censor asked that 
the place be sealed, the club prohibited, and the 
leaders handed overtothe Board of Punishments. 
All except the last clause was ordered by the Im- 
perial Rescript, and so this enthusiastic reform 
movement, which has made so much stir, is a 
thing of the past. As the Manchus had not been 
consulted, they were probably opposed to it. Some 
of the Censors may send in a counter-memorial, 
but little need be expected. 








H.B.M. COURT FOR FAPAN. 


a il 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq., Judge. 
Tuesday, February 25th, 1896. 


NATIONAL BANK OF CHINA, LTD. ¥. BDWARD 
WHITTALL. 
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CLAIM ON A PROMISSORY NOTE. 


Mr. Litchfield appeared for the plaintiffs, while 
Mr. Scidmore represented the defendant, 
The pleadings in the case were as follow :— 


The Plaintiffs petition cead — 


1. The said Plaintiffs carries on business as bankers at 
Yokohama and other places. 

2. The said Defendant is a merchant carrying on busi- 
ness at Yokohama. 

3. On the 7th day of June, 1893, the Defendant made 
and gave to the Plaintiffs his promissory note in the words 
and figures following :— 

O : demand I promise to pay to the National Bank of China, 
1’td, the sum of $3,742.8 local currency together with interest 
at the rate of 7 per cent., per annum from the date hereof until 
payment. For value received. 

E. WaiIrrate. 

Dated the 7th day of June, 1893, Y¥ckohama. 

$3,742.08. 

4. he Defendant has paid to the Plaintiffs certain sums 
on account of his indebtedness to the said Plaintiffs and 
there is now due and payable by the said Defendant to the 
said Plaintiffs the sum of $622.97 as by account hereto 
annexed appears. 

Ihe Plaintiffs therefore pray, 

1. That an account be taken of what is owing by the 
Defendant to the Plaintiffs. 

a. ‘That the Defendant be decreed to pay to the Plaintiffs 
the said sum of $422.97, With costs of this suit. 

3 That t laintiffs may have such further relief as the 
nature of the case may require. 


The Defendant’s answer was as follows :— 


1. 1 admit all the allegations in the said petition, but in 
answer to the third paragraph I further say— 
2. That the promissory note therein mentioned was 


made by 


26th day of Janua 
F, D. 
exchange was thereafter 
Walker, and for and i 
bill of exchange should be returned to me by the Plantiff 
for the purposes of recourse against the said F. D. Walker. 


£488.19.10 has been returned to us from Honolulu. 
acceptor, Capt. &. D. Walker, 
bill, | have to ask you to retirethe same. A memo. of 
charges, &c., will be sent to you later on. 


now beg to send you annexed a memo. 
amount due to us on account tae. unpaid Bill 
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me for and in consideration of an advance of £488 
10s. tod. upon a bill of exchange dated on or about the 
, 1893, drawn by me and accepted by 
payable at Honolulu, which bill of 
dishonoured by the said &. D. 
in further consideration that the said 


alker an 


3. The Plaintiff has not returned said bill of exchange 


to me. 


I therefore pray that the said petition be dismissed and 


that the Plaintiffs be ordered to pay the costs of this cause. 
or that the Plaintiffs be ordered to deliver to me the said 
bill of exchange, and that I may have such further or other 
relief as the nature of the case may require. 


Mr. Litchfield said this was an action in whicls 


the National Bank of China, Ltds, were plaintiffs 
and Edward Whittall was defendant. 
had been brought upon a promissory note as stat- 
ed in the third paragraph of the petition, The 
defendant had paid certain sums on account, leave 
ing a balance stil due 
interest on the loan. 

loan and the signing of the promissory note, as 
stated in paragraphs 2 and 3 of the answer. 
Counsel submitted that on the pleadings the onus 
of proof lay upon the defendant that the Bill of 
Exchange was not ceturned by plaintiffs to de- 
fendant at the time specified or some other time. 
He proposed to put in the promissory note and 


The action 


of $622.97 for principal and 
The defendant admits the 


letters from plaintiff to defendant at the time the 


Bill was returned. Counsel then read the follow- 


ing letter from plaintiffs to defendant :— 


Dear Sir,—I beg to inform you that your Bill a 
6 
having failed to meet the 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) D. Fraser, Manager. 
His Honour quite agreed with Mr. Litchfield 


that the onus of proof lay with the defendant. 


Counsel then read a letter sent on the 7th June 


as follows :— 


Dear Sir,—Referring to our letter of the 2oth ult. we 
showing the 
on Capt. 
FE. D. Walker, Honolulu, for £488.10.10. We enclose 
promissory note for the amount which kindly sign and ce- 


turn to us. 


I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 
P.C. Potts, Accountant. 


His Honour—So that the promissory note was 
made in :espect of the dishonoured Bill. 

Mr. LitchfieldYes, that is so, 

Mi. Scidmore rematked that being so, he 
would have to make a further averment in the 
answer. Plaintiff's would have to produce the Bill 
or prove its loss. It was in the hands of plain- 
tiffs. Without it defendant naturally would be 
without the means of recouping himself. Iu 
applying the tule, it should be noted that he who 
asks equity must have equity irrespective of the 
cules of court, and he would in consequence ask 
that the case be dismissed. 


His Honour understood Mr. Scidmore placed 
his case on the fact that the Bill had never 
been returned. 

Mr. Scidinore~And the further fact that the 
return of the Bill was one of the considerations 
on which the original nole was given. 

The defendant was then called— 

Edwatd Whittall, sworn, said—I am the de- 
fendant in this case. The note handed me 
is the note in the case. This note was made 
by me in consequence of a Bill of £488.10.10 
which was dishonoured on presentation at 
Honolulu by Captain F. D. Walker. I have 
never seen the Bill, don’t know whether drawu 
by me or drawn by the Bank and endorsed 
by me. [ believe I] drew the Bill, but am not sure 
whether I signed or endorsed the Bill. My posi- 
tion, however, was practically that of the drawer 
of the Bill, The Bill was dated about 26 January, 
1893, and payable in Honolulu. The bank bought 
the Bill from Captain Walker and sent it for col- 
lection to Honolulu. Captain Walker was in 
Yokohama at the time and accepted it when 
here. [I am ot sure at what usance it was. 
I have wever seem it since, and the Bank, 
to whom I applied, have been unable to give 
it me or any information about it, I got no 
money on the Bill from the Bank, and I obtaine 
ed no money from Captain Walker. They bought 
the bill against documents on a shipment to Hono- 
lulu. Iwas not indebted to Captain Watker. I 
received on 25th May, 1893, a letter from Mr. 
Fraser, the Manager. I made no reply to this 
letter as far as I know. I did not reply because 
there was a dependency outstanding between the 
Bank and wyself sufficient to cover the amount 
of the Bill. The dependency against the Bill 
was the insurance on the cargo of the schooner 
Norma, which was covered by two policies. A fur- 
ther letter was dated 7th June. The promissory 
note was enclosed in it, which I signed and re- 
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turned. No offer of the dishonoured note was 
made to me. I signed the promissory note because 
a Bill of mine had been unpaid. Nothing passed 
between us at that time. To the best of my 
knowledge I supposed the dishonoured Bill was 
in the Bank. I made no application for the Bill, 
because I thought it was safer in the Bank than 
in ny hands until called upon to pay the money. 
Mr. Fraser and [I came to the understanding that 
the insurance would cover the amount of the 
dishonoured Bill, Unless an acrangement had 
been come to the Bank would wever have al- 
lowed me to write a Promissory Note; they would 
have demanded the money upon the Bill being 
dishonoured. Captain Walker came and asked 
me if I would advance him $4,000 on the schooner 
Norma. 1 refused. Me. Fraser, the then Mana- 
ger of the Bank, came to me and asked why I 
would not advance the money. Itold him I refused 
to do so on ships as they were not good security, 
and the schooner could not be insured. I said to 
Mr, Fraser if be could insure the cargo so as to 
cover ship and cargo I would advance the $4,000. 
He said he would see what could be done and 
subsequently wrote me that he had effected an in- 
surance for $10,000, He would show me the policy 
whew he got it from the underwriters. “The letter 
was to following effect :-— 
(Private). ; 
My Dear Whittall,—The insurance is in order for 
about $10,000. I shall give exact amount when I get the 
policies, which I expect at any moment, that covers the 
value of ship and cargo. Herewith cheque for §s00 coms 
mission from Walker. 
(Signed), 


Witness continuing —This remuneration of $500 
was for making the loan. When this $500 
was received | had loaned nothing. I have 
never seen the policies. Captain Walker then 
brought mea Bill of Exchange which I signed o1 
endorsed, I don’tremember which. If Il endorsed 
the Bill, the Bank must tave drawn it, 

His Honouc remarked that in the natural course 
of business the Bill would be signed by the man 
who obtained the money. 

Witness continuing—Captain Walker left and 
reached Honolulu after a bad voyage, damaging 
most of her cargo. Fraser said “this is a bad 
business, Whittall, it would have been better if she 
had youe to the bottom.” IT said it was all right, 
that it constituted a total loss. He then went 
away and on returning said he had seen Garfit, 
who said it was all right. Subsequently he told 
me one of the insurance offices would pay, but 
that the other, a German one, refused payment. 
I paid certain amounts against the promissory 
note. Oneciay meeting Mr. Shand I asked him 
why he had not paid the insurance. He replied 
he had paid, as well as the German company to 
the plaintiffs, I was about to pay when informed 
of this, and then refused to pay the balance. 

His Honour reinarked this answer was not set 
up in the pleadings. 

Ci osseexamined—No interview took place be- 
tween us between 25th May and 7th June, only 
the two letters passed. I signed the note be- 
cause there was a dependency. This I sub- 
sequently learned had been paid and when I 
made enquiries the payment was denied. At the 
time the transaction was entered into I did not 
know that Fraser was advancing the money as a 
private venture. I advanced against the schooner 
and not thecargo. Theschooner got to Honolulu, 
but the cargo was all damaged. 

Re-examined—=My endorsement of the Bill was 
on the security of the policies of insurance. The 
schooner was a further security, but I did not 
advance on the vessel, 

M:. Litchfield, in addressing the Court, submit- 
ted that the plaintiffs were entitled to recover on 
the promissory note. It had been clearly shown 
‘that the Billin the hands of the Bank had been 
handed over to Whittall at the time of the 
signing of the promissory note. It was Whittall’s 
duty to see the Bill was sent to him, and not 
having done so it was his own fault. By sign- 
ing the promissory note he had waived the sight 
to have the Bills presented or given to him. Be- 
tween 25th May and 7th June, he had received 
delivery of the dishonoured Bill or had waived 
the right to have the Bill delivered to him by 
means of the promissory note. The letters sub- 
inittied were beside the question. No payment 
of the Bill or promissory uote had been put 
upon the record. If the Bill had been paid, 
then the Bank would have been called upon to 
rebut the allegation, but no allegation had been 
made that the Promissary Note was paid or satis. 
fied in any way. The evidence further showed 
that Whittall received commission for placing his 
name to the back of the Bill. The allegation 
that there was an agreement to insure the cargo 
to an amount of $10,000 would be ovet-insurance 
of some $3,500 which could not possibly be re- 
covered ot: the policies. Ifsuch a transaction had 


D. Fraser, 


been attempted, they could have secovered noth- 
ing except the actual value of the cargo. The insur- 
ance wa@beside the question. Defendant could 
not recover the excess on the amount of the cargo. 

His Honour gave judgment for the plaintiffs 
with costs. He said— When the bill in question 
was teturned dishonoured notice was given to the 
defendant and he was called upon simply to retire 
the bill. To that he made no reply. The inference 
I draw is that he had no reply tomake. He sup- 
posed he was liable; and I do not know that any- 
thing has occurred since to alter his position. He 
could not reply, because he considered the Bank 
might pay themselves out of some money that they 
might get of his. Ifthey did get it they might 
pay. But on 7th June, having received no reply, 
they write again to him and enclose a promissory 
note for the amount of the bill, and the charges 
upon it, and that he signs and returns. If there 
had been any condition which he chose to attach 
to this note he ought to have made it then and 
there. He is sued upon the note, and if he wanted 
to make a condition he might have refused to sign 
it, or returned it with the condition attached. 
After au interval of three years, to put a condition 
of this kind is a thing which cannot be allowed. 
Moveover, his plea is not proved. He said in his 
pleadiugs that the condition was that the bill 
should be returned to him, but there is nota word 
to that effect in his evidence. He was content to 
leave it with them; he did not ask for it, and then 
payment goes on. Deferdant recognises his 
liability until as late asthe date of his last pay- 
ment on account, which was on July 18th, 1894, 
thitteen months after signing the promissory note 
on which he is sued. That was a payment on 
this particular promissory note. He has got 
to explain why he went on paying. He says: 
“1 learned from someone else that the Bank 
had been paid the money.” If that is his answer 
it should have been set up in his pleadings. It 
is a totally new ground of defence and cannot 
be allowed to be set up now. If that is the 
position it may be that the defendant may be able 
to recover from the plaintiffs money received by 
them; but that is the only form, it seems to me, 
in which the question could be raised. ‘The de- 
fendant must accept the position in which he has 
placed himself by his promissory note and the 
subsequent payments on account. It seems to me 
there was no condition attached to it; and I find 
no evidence of it. Defendant must pay. the 
amount claimed and costs. 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—_—_—_@—______. 
(Reutsr’s ‘Japan Mart” Speciat Services.) 


London, February 21. 
The German mail steamer Xansler has gone 
aground in the Suez Canal and is now unload- 
ing. Twenty-six steamers are blocked. 


London, February 22. 
Sir Nicholas O’Conor has been created a 
Privy Councillor and has been decorated with 
the Order of the Grand Cross of St. Michael 
and St. George. 


The Government has approved the nomina- 
tion of Earl Grey as Administrator of Rhodesia 
in conjunction with Mr. Cecil Rhodes. 


London, February 27. 
Negotiations are proceeding between the Go- 
vernments of Great Britain and France regard- 
ing Egypt. The French press eagerly discuss 
the question, and urge a Franco-English en/enste 
to effect a settlement based on the British eva- 
cuation of Egypt. 








(Reurer’s YOKOHAMA SERVICE OF T&ELEGRAMS.) 





London, February 19. 

Replying to a question in the House of Com- 
mons, Mr. Curzon, Parliamentary Secretary 
to the Foreign Office, said he could make no 
statement regarding the duration of a Russian 
occupation of Korea because there was no 
reason to believe that such occupation exists. 
He further added that no representations had 
been made to Russia on this question. 

All the Powers have formally recognized 
Prince Ferdinand as ruler of Bulgaria. 


London, February 20. 
Replying to a further question as toa Russian 
occupation of Korea, Mr. Carzon informed the 
House that the Government considers the pledge 
given by Russia not to occupy any part of Korea 
as still binding. 


Google 


London, February 332. 
Sir Frank Lockwood, Mr. Carson, and Mr. 
Gill have been retained to assist Sir Edward 
Clark in the defence of Dr. Jameson. 
Exchange on London at Paris............ 25.32% 
Exchange on London at New York .,. 4.88 
(Tel. Trans.) 


London, Feb. 24. 

Mr. John Morley has been elected member 
of Parliament for Montrose by a majority of two 
thousand votes over the Unionist candidate. 

Italy is sending ten battalions of fresh troops 
to Abyssinia. 

Dr. Jameson and his officers have arrived at 
Devonport. - 

It is declared in St. Petersburg that Russia 
does not intend to occupy Korea but that she is 
entitled to guarantee the complete autonomy of 
the Peninsula. 





(‘‘SprctaL” TereGram to “ Jaran Main,’ 


Hakodate, February 24, 7.50 a.m. 
At 2 a.m. on Sunday a short, sharp shock of 
earthquake was experienced here. 
A fire broke out here at 10 p.m. last evening 
and 20 houses were consumed before the firemen 
obtained control. 


Hakodate, February 28. 

A fire broke out in the suburbs of this town 
this morning at 3 a.m., and before it was ex- 
tinguished twelve houses were burned and some 
stables and three horses destroyed. 


(From tan “N.C. Dairy News.) 
London, February 12. 

The Queen’s Speech at the opening of Par- 
liament states that the principal object of the 
Anglo-French Treaty re Siam is to render 
more secure the establishment of the independ- 
ence of the kingdom of Siam. 

The Government of the United States has 
expressed a wish to cé-operate in terminating 
the difference between Great Britain and 
Venezuela. 

The Speech refers to Armenia, the Transvaal, 
Ashantee, and Chitral, and says that the ex- 
tension and improvement of our naval defences 
is the most important subject to which the 
efforts of Parliament can be directed. 

The House of Lords has voted the Address 
in reply to the Speech from the Throne. 

Lord Salisbury defended the Siam Treaty, 
which, he said, removed any possible danger 
of a French occupation of Siam. He believed 
that a compromise would be found to the 
chances of a conflict between Great Britain and 
Venezuela. With regard to Armenia he said it 
was useless to threaten warlike measures which 
it would be impossible to enforce. 


London, Feb. 17. 

The Transvaal Government has cabled to 
Europe ordering two more batteries of big guns 
from French and German firms. 

A dispatch from Lord Salisbury to the Hon. 
Thomas F. Bayard, Ambassador for the United 
States in London, promises to place at the dis- 
posal of President Cleveland all documents re- 
lating to the Venezuela difficulty. 

London, Feb. 14. 

In a debate in the Reichstag the German 
Minister for Foreign Affairs declared that Pre- 
sident Kruger had never asked for German 
intervention, and he praised the correctness of 
the attitude of Mr. Chamberlain. He stated that 
the relations between Germany and Great Britain 
remained throughout friendly, and that the 
reports of German designs against the Tran- 
svaal were baseless. 

President Kruger, in his reply to Mr. Cham- 
berlain, deplores that the premature publication 
of his dispatch has compelled him to state that 
he cannot suffer interference with the internal 
affairs of the South African Republic, and that 
the efforts of the Transvaal to secure an entente 
are endangered by the fresh excitement of the 
minds of the public. 

London, February 15. 

In a debate on the Transvaal Question, Mr. 
Chamberlain stated that he believed that Mr. 
Cecil Rhodes, .Sir Hercules Robinson, the 
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Johannesburg Reform Committee, and Presid- 
ent Kruger were equally ignorant of Dr. Jame- 
son’s intentions, It was not to be desired that 
they should insist on the autonomy of the Rand, 
and he hoped that, if President Kruger disliked 
the British Government's proposals, he would 
submit others. 
London, February 21. 

A dynamite explosion has occurred at Johan- 
nesburg, causing the loss of one hundred lives, 
and the wounding of several hundreds. 


(From tHe “Saicon Papsrs.’’) 


Paris, February 8. 
The British Court of Appeal has decided that 
Arton must be extradited. 
Paris, February 10. 
The Chamber of Deputies adopted the Ton- 
kin loan with the changes introduced by the 
Senate. 
Paris, February 10: 
The Italians and Abyssinians preserve their 
respective positions without advancing and with- 
out fighting. 
Further reinforcements are being prepared 
for dispatch from Italy. 


(From “ Ec Commercio.’’) 
Madrid, February ro. 
Maceo and his followers have been defeated 
for the third time in Pozo Hondo, leaving 
eight dead on the field. 


(From tum Jaraneea Parers.) 
Kumamoto, February 26. 
The election of a parliamentary represeuta- 
tive for the Second District of this Prefecture 
has resulted in the success of Mr. Murakami 
Ichiro. 
Fusan, Feb. 27. 
In consequence of a report that some 400 
rioters were assembling at Suikai Castle for the 
purpose of attacking An-po, 25 Japanese in the 
latter town proceeded to deal with the rebels at 
the castle, and accomplished their object. Five 
insurgents were killed and one Japanese in- 
jured. The castle was burnt during the en- 
gagement as it afforded good heard-quarters for 
the rebels. 


Captain Saito, a Staff officer of the Imperial 
Military Head-quarters, arrived here from Nin- 
sen yesterday, and left for Gensan to-day. 


Two British men-of-war are at Port Hamilton, 


Nagasaki, Feb. 27. 

The Kongo left for Kobe yesterday. One U.S. 

man-of-war has arrived here from Shanghai, 
and another war-ship has left for Foochow, 


Sapporo, Feb. 27. 
An explosion of gas took place in the Yubari 
coal mine yesterday morning, and eight persons 
were killed. 
Ujina, Feb. 27, 
The Shibata Maru, with Governor-General 
Count Kabayama and suéfe from Formosa, 
arrived here to-day. She was escorted by the 
TIisukuhima. A large number of civil and 
military officers received the party. 


Shimonoseki, February 27. 

Three Russian, one American, one French, 
and two British men-of-war are at Ninsen. It 
is said that thirty-five foreign war-ships are 
now off the coast of Korea. 

Fusan, Feb. 27. 

About 500 rebels, who assembled at a place 
aboul 7 miles to the south of Mun-gydng, 
reached Kaseimen on the 26th inst. The in- 
habitants and the Korean soldiers at Mun-gydng 
joined them. The Headman of the district is 
now staying at Sang-ju. The rebels have 
obtained weapons from the latter town. Some 
of their leaders are said to be at Mun-gydng. 
Three have been arrested, and are being ex- 
amined. The rebels have circulated a mani- 
festo, in which they announce that they will 
kill all persons who assisted the Japanese. Few 
coolies can be obtained in the district. Tele- 
graphic communication between Nak- dong and 
Keun-gy6ng was interrupted since this morning. 
The wire no doubt is cut. 
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(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuses Rorron.) 


a handsome, courteous, and pleasant-manuered 
English gentleman, with a small habit of blinking 
when in deep thought, has turned his advantage 
of the exchange into a clear piece with an easy 
end-game, which he is playing rapidly against B, 


CHESS. 
—— 4 










The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
lo II p.m, 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


SoLurion oF PrRoBLeM No. 216. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1—O to KR6 i—Krto Kt 3 
2—O to K R sq. 2—Q takes O 


3—Kt to R 3, mate. 
Other vasiations obvious. 
Correct answers from W.D.C., Shogi, W.H.S., 
Digamma, T.Mcl., J.D., E.J.K., and W.d.H. 


SoLuTion oF ProBLeM No, 217. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1—Kt to K 6 1—B takes Kt 
2—Q to O 3, mate eattyiies 
2—Kt to O 4, mate edits Sek 
2—Kt (R 3) to Kt 5, mate i Rieten 


2—Q to O sq, mate, 
Shogi, T.MclI., Sigma W.H.S., and E.J.K. 


ProBLem No. 218. 
By V. Marin. 


BLACK. 
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White to play and mate in two moves. 


The three great requisites in the construction of 
a problem (says the Dublin Warder) are sywme- 
try, naturalness, and economy of force. Symmetry 


is simply the form of the problem on the board 
and the due balanciny of the powers of the pieces. 
They should be diffused, and as much freedom 
given to their movements as the position will 
allow. ‘This will also add to the difficulty of the 
solution, Though attistical form is to be admired, 
yet a clumsy-looking position frequently evolves 
itself into diversified and brilliant variations, 
Naturalness is the due regard to the laws of the 
game, and the possibility of the position. For 
instance, suppose all the white forces were on the 
board, and black had double pawns, it would be 
au “impossible’’ position, as none of white’s forces 
have been captured, Three knights, three bishops, 
&c., of one colour, though quite posstble to obtain 
through promotion of pawns in a game, are to be 
discarded as in bad taste. Economy of force is 
one of the chief beauties in a problem, Kvery 
piece should be of use, and its powers evoked as 
fac as its position will allow. Superiority of force 
ou white’s side is of uo consequence, bearing in 
mind this quality of economy of material. Thus 
black’s defences may be very subtle, and an ap- 
parently overwhelming force is required to mate. 


Curss CEecLeBritTires. 


The B. C. M. gives the following personal 
descriptions of some of the leading playets in the 
late Hastings Congress :—Gunsberg, of moderate 
height and fairly rotund figure, a very round head 
—a characteristic of most of the players—placid, 
quiet, and courteous in manner, and whose jour 
valistic work has been a serious handicap to 
success, sils with arms folded upon the table, 
earnestly considering his game; vis-a-vis to C. 
v. Bardeleben, a very reserved gentleman, with 
somewhat weatied look, probably fromm ill-health; 
fragile fipure, suggestive of highly strung nervous 
lemperament, with hat upon head—he yenerally 
wore ii—in his favourite attitude, right elbow upon 
the table, and hand supporting his face oo thatside. 

J. Mieses, a youny German of about 30, who 
speaks English well, and would readily pass for 


Correct answers fiom W.D.C., Digamma, J.D., 








Veigani, a thorough Italian, good looking, deep 
olive complexion, luminous dark eyes, but, unfor- 
tunately, a cripple using crutches. He does not 
smoke, as do many of the players, and for refresh. 
ment has a glass of water; he is outclassed in 
play, but meets defeat with great good humour, 
and a brilliant smile ittadiates his face at even 
the success of a draw. 

A. Burn, of spare figure, moderate height, and 
of most retiring quiet manners, with seat a little 
turned, right arm hanging over corner of chair 
back, left side of chin on his fingers supported by 
elbow ow the table, right leg thrown across left 
knee, is nonchalantly studying his game. Helas 
been hard pressed by R. Teichmann, a square set 
young mau, with good features squarish forehead 
of English type, age 26—born the same day as 
Lasker—an excellent linguist and of gentlemanly 
manners, with a slight habit of twirfing his mous- 
tache when in thought. 

W.H. K. Pollock, a tallish good-looking fellow, 
courteous and pleasant, with poetic fancies both 
in chess and words, and who sits far back with 
arms resting on bis kuees aud face almost touch- 
ing the board, so that it seemed hardly possible 
for him to view the whole, is faced by M. ‘I'schi- 
gorin, the Russian master, of moderate height, 
well-knit frame, dark alive complexion, high round 
forehead, jet black hair and most penetrating eyes, 
very quiet and affable in manner, with hands 
clasped and the fore part of the arms resting on 
the table, and whose slight trembling of the cight 
leg vesting on the toes indicates the excitement of 
mind, 

D. Janowski, a dark complexioned good-looking 
gentleman from Paris, but of Polish birth, a shrewd 
and impetuous player, was pressing his attack on 
C. Schlechter, of Vienna, the youngest of the 
masters, age 21, slim of figuie, with a clever and 
attistic head, and a habit ot walking round tu view 
the wames of others, or make cigarettes, or read a 
paper between his moves; but now, with hands 
loosely locked and extended over his knees, head 
bowed closely over the board, and an occasional puff 
of smoke between the pieces, is intent on his game. 

G. Marco, a finely built Roumanian, tall and 
military in catriage, courteous, genial, and excit- 
able, voted a jolly fellow by all, has been making 
a fine fight with the veteran W. Steinitz, who, 
stall of stature, somewhat delicate in body, need- 
ing the assistance of a stick in walking, hasa 
massive head, indicative of great mental power, 
brownish hair, and light brown luminous eyes, of 
a lively social disposition, with good powers of 
repaitee and much courtesy, a rather nervous tens, 
dency when at play, producing an insistance on 
silence, near-sighted, and frequently consulting 
both clock and score sheet, and when working out 
deep combinations both hands are slightly upheld, 
the index finger of the left hand gently marking 
the mental moves, 

A. Walbrodt, a gentleman of small person and 
exceedingly youthful appearance, although in his 
24th year, sits, with feet upon the chair rung, and 
arms folded on the table, carefully considering his 
game, which is very difficult. A. Albin is his op- 
ponent, a rugged Bohemian style of gentleman, 
genial and humorous, with loose neckerchief and 
a decided taste for music and artistic things, a 
habit of resting his chin upon his hands and rapidly 
moving his right foot when considering his move. 


J. H. Blackburne—our English blindfold cham- 
pion, a tall, strongly built man, of rather rough 
visage, with great powers: of combination and 
memory, much given to smoking a pipe during 
play, but who has not done himself justice in this 
tourney, especially the early part. J. Mason, 
another leading English chess player, of Irish 
birth, a small, slight man, with a worn expression 
of countenance, and given 4o walking round the 
room with his hands in his pockets at intervals 
during his game. ; 

H. E. Bird, the Nestor of chess masters, having 
played in all the important chess tournaments 
from 1851, has thorough English features. In his 
eatly days he must have been a tall, well-built 
man, but vow he suffers from partial paralysis, 
and walks with difficulty, leaning heavily upon a 
stick; his chess play is, however, as inspired as 
ever, and bristles with ingenious ideas. 

E. Schiffers, a splendid specimen of ripe man- 
hood, tall, well-proportioned, with a fine head and 
a shock of iron-grey hair, large but beautifully 
shaped hands, a constant smoker of cigarettes 


through a long cane tube, courteous and pleasant, 


of deep-toned voice, and who might without of- 
fence be likened to a civilised lions; a trembling of 
the left knee bettayed a busy excited mind. 

Dr. S, Tarrasch, of moderate stature, a perfect 


Original from 
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massive head, indicative of great mental power, 
brownish hair, and light brown luminous eyes, of 
a lively social disposition, with good powers of 


16—Kt to QO 2 16—Kt to K 4 


.» . A great object is to safeguard the imprisoned Knights. 
Many curious things might happen about here. For one, 17—K 
to Ktsq., KttoKts; 18—-QtoK B3, QtoK 6ch.; and the 


repartee and much courtesy, a rather nervous ten-| Knight will not fall in vain. 


dency when at play, producing an insistance on 
silence, near-sighted, and frequently consulting 
both clock and score sheet, and when working out 
deep combinations both hands are slightly upheld, 
the index finger of the left hand gently marking 
the mental moves. 


A. Walbrodt, a gentleman of small person and 
exceedingly youthful appearance, although in his 
24th year, sits, with feet upon the chair rung, and 
arms folded ou tie table, carefully considering his 
game, which is very difficult. A. Albin is bis op- 
ponent, a rugged Bohemian style of gentleman, 
genial and humorous, with loose neckerchief and 
a decided taste for music and artistic things, a 
habit of resting his chin upon his hands and rapidly 
moving nis right foot when considering his move. 


J. H. Blackburne—our English blindfold cham- 
pion, a tall, strongly built man, of rather rough 
visage, with great powers of combination and 
memory, much given to smoking a pipe during 
play, but who has not done himself justice in this 
tourney, especially the early part, J. Mason, 
another leading English chess player, of ish 
bith, a small, slight mao, with a worn expression 
of countenance, and given to walking tound the 
room with his hands in his pockets at intervals 
during his game. 
gentleman of very quiet demeanour, with very 
datk hair and brown beard and moustache, a 
pleasant face and forehead indicating a man of 
laste and great energy, usually with arms upon 
the table and hands lightly laid upon each other, 
every touch or movement being quiet but decisive. 
E, Lasker, of small figure, with a handsome, 
somewhat Jewish cast of face, the skin and every 
feature of almost perfect type, a fine head show. 
ing great, critical, constructive, and mental abili- 
ties; exceedingly reserved and almost hanghtly in 
manner, avd giving very little indication of ex- 
citement in play. 


H. N. Pillsbury, the young American expert, 
22 years of age, of fair height and wiry figure, with 
well-cut features of the true type, clear eyes, aud 
straight, darkish hair, quick to grasp a situation, 
free and easy in mauuer, an inveterate smoker, 
frequently consuming 12 to 15 cigars during a 
game, pleasant and chatty in play, leaning on his 
folded arms while considering, with an occasional 
puff of smoke among the pieces, and as soon as 
his move is made tilting back and gently swinging 
his chair as though it was atocker, and puffing 
away with the greatest vigour. S. Tinsley, a tallish 
gentleman with iron-grey beard and hair, round, 
well-developed forehead, given occasionally to a 
little “ chaffing,”’ and sometimes accompanied by 
a huge shillalah, which he deposits under the table, 
as though to warn his antagonist to beware, but I 
am quite sure he is too tender-hearted ever to use 
the weapon, except as a walking-stick. 


St. PeterspurG (THirp Rounp). 
Gams No. 445. 
Notes by James Mason, 
PETROFF’S DEFENCE. 


WHITE. BLACK, 

Steinitz. Pillsbury. 
1—PtoK4 i—PtoK4 
2—K Kt to B3 a—K Kt to B3 
3—-P 10 O04 


The Petrof has been looking up of late, and is thought not to 
be quite so much of a defence as it used to be: thanks to recent 
investigations by some of the leading American players. 


3—P takes P 
4—PtoK5 4—Ktto K5 
5—Q to K2 5—B to Kt § ch. 
ivins secs Sisseee Kt to B 4 does not do very well. Formerly the 


check was condemned, on account of the exposed situation of 
the B, and the necessity of so riskily backing up the Kt after 
6—K to Q sq. as in the text. For, of course, if 6,,,... Ktto B 


sq.? then 7—P to Q R 3, etc., wins. 
6—K to QO sq. 6—P to 4 
7—P takes P (e.p.) 7—PtoK By 
8—Ktto Kt 5 8—Castles 


This is a point supposed recently established, that Black can 
thus Castle, with attack in full compensation for the piece, 
should his adversary choose to take it. 


9—Q to Bg ch. 9—K to R sq. 
10—O takes B 

As now, by exchanging Knight, S, he may easily do. Rather 
than this, however, White himself makes a sacrifice, and an ex- 
traordinary complicated, difficult, and interesting contest results, 


10—Kt to QO B 3? 


ssseene TOP to Bg is worthy of regard, if the text move 
cannot be proved satisfactory. If 2,.,.. Kt takes Kt; then 


12—P takes P. 
11—O to R3! 11— Kt takes P ch. 
12—K to K sq. 12—Kt takes R 
13—P takes P 13—Q to K sq. ch. 
14--B to K 2 14—PtoB5 
15—K to B sq. 1I5—-B to Q 2 
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17—O Kt to B 3 
18—B to 
19—B takes R P 


17—Kt to Kt 5 
18—Ki (R 8) wo BZ 
19—B to Kt 4 ch. 


20—K to Kt sq. 20—O to K7 
21—B to O2 21—KttoQ8 
22—B to O3 

BLACK—PILLSBURY. 





WHITE~ STEINITZ. 
22—B takes B 


Strange how the tide of battle sets against Black from this 


point onward! He must beware of the passed Pawn; and dan- 
ger to his King and Queen is not small. Suppose az...,.., Q to 
B7ch.; 23—K to R $d Kt (Kt s) to K 6; 24—B takes Kt, Kt 
takes B; a5—R to K Kt 8q., B to B3; 26—Q to Q 6 threatening 
RY to Kt 6, and with excellent general prospects. But 27— 

t to R 3 would not catch the Queen, except for much worth. 
takes Kt! Much of the remaining play is 
requires little comment. 


because of 987...... 
virtually forced, an 


23—O takes B 23—O takes % 

24—P takes O 24—Kt takes Kt P 

25—R to Kt sq. 25—Kt takes Q P 

26—R takes P .26—Kt to B4 

27--R to Kt 5 27—Ktto R38 

28—Kt to K 6 28—R to B 3 

29—Ki (B 3) takes P = 29—Rto K sq. 

Mr. Pillsbury has still some notion of winning, may be a9.,,.., 
R to Q 8 sq., seems far better. With the exchange, and, in 


certain circumstances, a minor piece at his disposal, a draw 
should be the first thing possible, if desired. 
30—R to R5ch. 
3I—R to K Ki 5 
32—K takes Kt P 
33—Kt to K 6 dis. ch, 


30—K to Kt sq. 
31—Kt-to K 6 
32—R to OB sq. 
33—K to K sq. 


34-—-Bto R5 34—R to B2 
35—Kt to K 2 35—Rto B4 
36—B to B 3 ch. 30—K to R2 
37—R to Kt 7 ch. 37—K to RZ3 
38—Kt (K 2) takes P 38—Kt takes B P 
39—R to Kt 6 ch. 39—K to R2 


4o—Kt to Kt 5 ch, 
-41—R takes R 


40—R takes Kt 
41—Kt to K sq. 


42—BtoQ4 42—Kt to O 8 
43—R to R §ch. 43——-K to Kt sq. 
44—R to R 8ch. 44—K to B2 
45—Rto R7ch. 45—K to Kt sq. 
46—R to K7 46—R to O sq. 
47—Kt to K 6 47—R to O B sq. 
48—PtoK R4 48—Kt to B6 
49—B takes Kt 49—R takes B 
50—R takes Kt ch. 50—K to B2 
51I—RtoO RS 51—K takes Kt 
52—R takes P 52—K to B4 
53—-R to R4 53—R to B 7 
54—K to R2 54—R to O7 
55—K to R3 55—R to O6 ch. 
56—P to Kt 3 56—Rto O B6 
57—R to R§ ch. 57—K to Kt 3 
58—PtoOR4 58—R to 9 Bs 
59—R to R 6ch. 59—K ta R4 
60—P to Kt 4 ch, 6o—Resigns. 


St. PererssurG (FourtH Rounp). 
Game No. 446. 
Notes by James Mason, 
QP OPENING, 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Steinitz. Lasker. 
1—PtcoQO4 i—P to O04 
2—-PtoQ B4 2—P to K3 
3—Kt to OB3 3—Kt to K B 3 


4—B to B4 : 
As second move in the Q P opening, this play of the Bishop is 


unexceptionable. But where the Gambit has been offered as 
here. the move necessary, Kt to K B 5 should come first. 


4—B to K2 
5—Pto K3 5—Castles 
6—R to O B sq. 6—PtoQ B4 
aneseere . There is boldness in thus caring nought for the isolated 


pawn ; or, rather in trusting it to take care of itself, 


7—O P takes P 7—B takes P 
8—P takes P 8—P takes P 
g—Ktto KB 3 
Why not now Kt takes P, or on the next move? Well there 
would be (among other things) g...... Q to R 4ch., and owing to 


the disparity of development, he would probably be unable to 
retain the pawn; while much worse might casily happen. 


9—Kt toQ B3 
1o—PtoQ 5! 
11—Kt takes P 


10—B to O 3 
11—P takes P 
12—Castles 
Over-speculation, It would be better to avoid the “ pin,"* by 
12—Kt takes Kt. The subsequent play is exceptionally intricate 


and worthy of attention, 
12—BtoK Kt5 


13—KttoO Kt 5 13—B takes Kt 


14—P takes B 14—Kt to K 3 
I5—BtoKs5 1I5—Ktto R4 
16—K to R sq. 16—Q to Kt 4 
17—B to Ki 3 


The alternative would be to face all the consequences of the 
shattered King’s wing te retiring Bto B3, in the hope of 
attack through R to K Kt sq., etc. 


17—O R to O sq. 
18—O to B2 18— Rat 
19—O R to QO sq. 19—R to B sq. 
20—O to KS 20—Pt0o OR3ZY 
21—Kt to B 3 2i—KttoO5 
22—O takes Kt P 22—K1 takes Bch. 
23—P takes Kt 23—R to Kt sq. 


24—Q takes R P 24—R to Kt 3 


Black’s attack is quite a winning one; when he gets Rook at 
the 7th it is virtually all over. See diagram, 


BLACK—LASKER. 
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WHITE—STEINITZ, 
25—O to B4 25—R takes P 
26—PtoK R4 26—B to R 2 
27—BtoK4 27—O to O 3! 

28—P to B4 28—O to O 2! 

29—B to Kt 2 29—-O to K Kt 5 
30— to 03 

if 30—R takes Kt, then 30...... Q takes Kt P, etc.; Black 


having in every way a winning advantage. 


30—Kit to B 4! 
31—Kt to Kt 5 31—B to K6 
32—R to B3 32—R takes B 


sosssenee Lhe rest is a natural procession. 


33—K takes R 33—Kt takes R P ch. 


34—K to R2 34—Kt takes R ch. 
35—K to Kt 2 35—Kt to R 5 ch. 
36—K to R2 36—Kt to Bg 
37—R to O Kt sq. 37—P to R4 
38—R to Kt 4 38—RtoR oi ! 
39—P to R3 39 —R takes P! 
40—Resigus, 

HonGKONG. 


We clip the following from a Crown Colony 
journal recently received :—At the Chess Club’s 
rooms Mr. Da Souza (of Mr. V. H. Deacon’s 
office) played Colonel The O'Gorman, and won 
the match, thus taking from the gallant Colonel 
the Championship and the Cup recently presented 
by the Hon. H, E, Pollock. 


YoKoHAMA CHAMPIONSHIP. 

This remains in suspense. On Thursday last 
only one game was played, which, after a dreary 
time of 34 hours, ended in favour of Tennant, 
Present score :—Griffin 2, Tennant 1: Play will 
be resumed next week, 








MAIL STEAMERS. 
Se 


THE NEXT MAIL IS Due 
From America .., per P. M.Co. Saturday, Feb, agtlh.* 
Tuesday, Mar, grd.t 


From America .,,, 





From Hongkong ...... per ®. M, Co, Monday, Mar. and. 
trom America ........ per P. M. Co. . Sunday, Mar. 15th. 
From Hongkong ,,.... per P.& O.Co. Sunday, Mar, 8th. 
Krom Europe, via 

Hongkong .......6006 per M. M. Co. Monday, Mar. gth.- 
From Canada, &c..,.... per C. P. KR. Co, Monday, Mar. 16th. 
From Europe, via 

Hongkong ..... vee per N. D. Lioyd Wed'day, Mar. 28th, 
From Hongkong ..... . perc. P.R.Co. Thursday, Mar, a6th. 





* City of Rio de Janeiro left San Francisco on February 6th. 
t Gaelic left Sav Francisco on February 1gsth. % Peru lett Hong- 
kong on February a3rd. 4 City of Peking left San Francisco via 
Honolulu on February agth. The English mail is on board the 
steamer Frigga; 


THE NEXT MAIL 


tEaAveas 

For Victoria, B.C...,.... per O. R. & N.Co. Tuesday, Mar, grd, 
For AMETICA wisseesseees per P. M, Co, Wed’day, Mar, qth. 
For Europe, via Shang- 

hai pe a eeesooesees per M. M. Co, Sunday, Mar. 8th. 
for America ..... pereere POE OU, & O.Co, Friday, Mar, agth. 
For Hongkong wu... per P.& O.Co, Saturday, Mar, rgth. 
For Hongkong... per C. P.R. Co, Monday, Mar. x6th, 
‘ e, vid Hong: 

Ga See cal eneues it per N. 1D. Lloyd Saturday, Mar, aret. 
For Victoria, H.C..,,.. . per N, P. Co. Saturday. Mar. aist. 
Bort Canada, &c. ..... perC.P,R.Co, Eriday, Mar. e7th. 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
———__—_—__—-. 


ARRIVALS. 


Senta, German steamer, 2,500, Volts, 23:d Feb- 
ruary,—Hamburg vid Hongkong, General.— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Meiji Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,010, Nakao Ma- 
sakiyo, 24th February,—Kobe 220d February. 
—Lighthouse Department. 

Hankow, British steamer, 2,359, Orr, a5th Febsu- 
ary,—Tacoma, Wash, viA Victoria, B.C., 7th 
February, Mails and General,—Dodwell, Carlill 
& Co. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 
25th February,—Otaru via ports, 21st February, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tantalus, British steamer, 2,199, Hannah, 26th 
February,—London vid ports, General.—But- 
terfield & Swire. 

Boston (12), U.S, cruiser, Captain F. Wilde, 26th 
February,—San Francisco 19th January, vid 
Honolulu 7th February. 

Concord (6), U.S. gunboat, Commander J. E. 
Craig, 26th February,—Nagasaki, vid Kobe 25th 
February. 

Ernest Simons, French steamer, 3,370, Delacroix, 
26th Februar y,—Marseilles roth January, Hong- 
kong 17th February, Shanghai aist, and Kobe 
25th, Mails and General.—Messageries Mari- 
times Co. 

Rhosina, British steamer, 1,692, Herriman, 26th 
February,—Portland, Or., 25th January, vid 
Victoria, B.C., 27th, General.—Samuel Samuel 
& Co, 

Yeijo Maru, Japauese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
26th) Februaty—VYokkaichi 25th February, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Glenavon, British steamer, 1,911, Norman, 27th 
Februaty,—London vid ports, Genetal.—Jar- 
dine, Matheson & Co. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
27th Febriary,—Hoigkoip vid ports, roth Feb- 
suary, Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific 
Railway Co. 

Omi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,525, C. Young, 
27th February,—Otaru vid ports, 23rd February, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sorachi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,108, Hayashi, 
27th February,—Mororan 25th February, Coal. 
—Tanaka Shoten. 

Bombay, British steamer, 2,047, Sleeman, 27th 
February,—London vid ports, General.—P, & 
O.S.N. Co. 

Tokio Maru, Japauese steamer, 1,350, R. Tipple, 


28th February,—Shanghai vid ports, 22nd 
February, Mails and General.—Nippou Yusen 
Kaisha. 


Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, J. B. 
McMillan, 28th February,—Kobe27th February, 
General.—Nippon Vusen Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Sagami Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
220d ‘February,—Otaru vid ports, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, aznd 
February,—Victoria, B.C., aud Tacoma, Wash., 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Inchdune, Britis, steamer, 1,893, Purse, 220d 
February,—Moji vid Kobe, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Admiral Nakhimoff (18), Russian cruiser, Captain 
Kacherininoff, 23¢d February,—Yokosuka, 

Florida, Norwegian steamer, 5,300, Hansen, 29rd 
February,—Moji for coal, Lumber. — 

Melbourne, French steamer, 3,400, Bourdon, a3rd 
Februaty,—Shanglhai vid Rope’ Mails and Ge- 
neral.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, J. B. 
MacMillan, 23rd February,—Kobe, General,— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

t= Maru, japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 24th 

ene aaasak, Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi 

la. . 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, Haswell, 
25th Bebruary,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 

éeneral.—Nippow Yusen Kaisha. 

Ixion, British steamer, 2,299, Nish, 26th February, 
—Londow vid ports, General.—Butte:field & 

™ Swire. 

Satsuma Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, Sommer, 
26th February,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaislia. 

Senta, German steamer, 2,500, Voss, 28th Feb- 
tuary,~-Marseilles, Havre, and Hamburg vid 
poits, General.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
28th > February,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and 
Getieral.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Yeijo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
28th FBebruary,—Otaru vid ports, General,— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 




























PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Hankow, from Tacoma, 
Wash., viA Victoria, B.C. :—Mrs. Calderwood in 
cabin. For Shanghai:—6 passengers in cabin. 
For Hongkong :—3 passengers in cabin. 

Per French steamer Ernest Simons, from Mar- 
seilles vid ports :—Messrs. de Kerhrberg, A. Seux, 
Francois Alphonse, Sr, Pattie Grian, Sr. Candide 
Barallon, Messts. Careme, C, Terrati, J. Eber- 
wein, Miss C. Eberwein, Mr. and Mus. Rossler, 
Mr. Mottet, Mr. and Mrs. Olivier, Messrs, Marcet 
Olivier, J. L. Patton, V. N. Gill, Levy, John 
Cameron, Zvekoff, and Yancieff in cabin; and 2 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, from 
Hongkovg vid ports :—Miss Foster, Miss Miller, 
Mr, Jamieson, Mr. A. Kong, Mr, C. Lehman, 
Mr. W. E. Hunt, Mr. Ahronsohu, Mr. R. Lewis, 
Mrs. Schwanck, Mr. A. McConnell, Mr. J, Hers 
mann, Mr. G. Sale, Mis. G. Sale, Miss Sale, Mr. 
T. Kimura, and Mc. K. Midzusawa in cabio, 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, from Shang- 
hai vid ports:—Engineer Lieut, Hirano, Messis. 
F. Thiel, Daniels, and L. C. Pareto in cabin; 
Messrs. Y. Noto and K. Ohtake in second class, 
and 25 passengers in steerage. 


DEPARTED. 


Per French steamer Melbourne, for Shanghai 
viA Kobe :—Mrs. A. Gielen, Mr, James Hutton, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. Greaves, Mr. and Mrs, Wad- 
dell, Mes. G. Stewart and amah, Mr. Revest, Mr. 
J. N. Alstou, Mrs. David and child, Mr. V, Pollak, 
Mr. Ng Yee Chang, aud Me. Ng Chat He in cabin, 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports: —Misses Mary Funk, Amy Brown, Rose 
Pinch, Mr, and Mrs, Healing, Captain Crichton, 
Colonel de Wogack, Messrs. C, C. Collier, B. 
Alexander, C. Shields, F. Brown, T. W. Hellyer, 
J. H. Parsons, H. J. Davison, and H. L, Bostwick 
in cabin; Miss Matsue, Mes. Ljichi, Mis. Tomt- 
naga, and Mr. T, Baker in second class, and 29 
passengers in steerage. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, for Vau- 
couver, B.C.:—Me. Alironsolin, Lieutenant A. C, 
]. Campbell, Miss Foster, Mr. T. Fujii, Mr. H. 
Hilton, Mrs. Hilton, Miss Gladys Hilton, Mr. Z. 
Horikoshi, Mr. W. E. Hunt, Captain Wim. H. 
Jacques, U.S.N.R., and valet, Mr. C. Lehman, 
Mr. R. Lewis, Miss L. E. Miller, Mr. J. Towers, 
and Mrs. Tsutsumi in cabin, 


CARGOES. 


Per British steamer Victoria, 
Wash., vid Victoria, B.C. :— 


TEA. 


for Tacoma, 


CHICAGO NEW YORK PACIFIC 
H CANADA. AND WEST. AND BAST. CAOBT. TOLAL 
YORO one severe - 247 - _ 247 
Yokohama .. — -- -— 176 176 
Am0y....c6e — 6,661 — 6,665 
Total ...... — 247 6,661 176 §=7,084 
SILK, 
H k NW YORK. SAN FRANCISCO, TOTAL. 
on ong eee eee eee eee 45 anv 4§ 
Yokokagra sos wseneins = iT “ncsovere _ 97 
i. | er tenon 142 see ee eee — 142 
RATES. 


Tee cocss ces cesceeceeeeetvereeeee COME Gold per Ib. gross. 
Silk oo. ccccee senses eee ceeeee steers 3 Comts Gold per Ib, gross. 
Measurement........-......... $11 Gold per ton. 

Pec French steamer Melbourne, for Shanghai 
vid _Kobe:—Raw Silk for Europe, 1,184 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 56 bales. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, for Van 
couver, B.C. :— 


TEA. 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 


CANADA, AND AND PACIFICOILMER TUTAL. 
west. RAST, COAST. CITIEC&. 
Amoy - — 8,645 - — 8,645 
Foochow ...... a _ — 130 _- 532 
Shanghai ...... mt -- _ _ = mn 
Colombo aso —_ _ 20 —- 270 
Calcutta ...... - -- — 224 _ 224 
Total..... 363 — 8,645 374 — 9,382 
SILK. 

NEW YORK. OTHER CITIES, TOIAL 

SRAMGNG ccosdirasiivise CYB.  sesreaace ee TTT 132 

VOWARGREE . crcscvtterse GBB iseccsies _ 422 


Total eee eae i ete tee tee 





LATEST COMMEKCIAT. 
——_——_——_>—_——__ 
IMPORTS. 


Holders have made slight concessions in price, 
aud a little business has in consequence been 
done in Fancy Cottons, 
ings are still deplocably lifeless, although some 
trifling sales have been made. oollens have 
been comparatively lively, and Clotli, Blankets, 
etc., have moved to a faic extent. Generally 


Digitized by Google 





Grey Yarn and Shiit-} 





oases buyers hold back, hoping that the high 
x 


rate of 
further. 
corrot 


change will induce holders to give way 


PIECK GOODS, 


Pam riece,. 
Gaey Shisctings-—84mb, shh yds. syinches $2.30 to 2.90 
Grey Shirtings—olb, 384 yds. qsinches 2.75 to 3.30 
rs Cloth—71b, a4 yards, y2inches...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yaids, gginches,. §.90 to 2.40 
Printe—Assorted,24 yards, yoinches,, 200 to 4.75 


Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Mack, 
G0 FeaCOW 00 cosiies sveces sovcon gee ine sés-000 


Velvets—Ulack, 35 yards, aainches ... 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-4 inches,, 
TurkeyReds—a.o to 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 


ran VAN. 


0 16 to 0.22 


ren viece, 


8.10 to 10,00 
075 '® o.g0 


9 COBIED. 060 008 gee see 00 006 davscciene cots 1.60 to 14.75 
Turkey Reds—a.8 to 3th, 24/25 yards, 

$0 INCHES 20. .crsersecssercessrsrseeerseeee 8.85 to 2,00 
Turkey Reds—}.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 

$2 FOCHES 52. ccrccs ree rccssovescerececserse BBG ta 9.65 
Turkey Reds—4.8 to 5th, 24/25 yards, 

32 1MCHOB oo. cee rersercercerseeetee sesreee BOLO 3.30 


WOOLTLHNS, 
PUI is 6 bie tr win. Sadicanden tev jiahinee! Op aay cin 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 42 inches hest 
Italien Cloth, go yards, 32 inches 
UU ~ wosnas cocans atta «ak nerssecaties 
ttalian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 


rer FAMD, 


$0.40 te o.47t 
0.45 to o.4t 


3 go tv o,yad 


COIN cab ccdtisrherretisinviinns 0.98 16.6,008 
Moussoline do Laine—Crape, 24 yardlae, 

SO WOR OB ciiscnctstecwtaivsmiesiicnns 6.08 to a08 
Clotha—Pilots, 5; @ sSinches ......... 0.49§ to o.50 
Clotha—Presidents, 54 @ sSinches ... 0.60 to o.45 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ $6 inches ......... 0.40 16 9.70 
Rlanketa—Scarlet and Green, gto sth, 

WOT Dy ier isices sl aecceites pasetcotien 0 60 tn 0.75 

COTTON Yarns, van ricut. 
Mow, 16/24, Singles wis. $ 98-00 to 40.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles wscssusee 42.0060 44.50 
Nos. 38/42, Single® sess 44-§0 tO 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles assesses 45-000 46.50]: 
Nos. 42, Doubles succes §8.00to 53.00] 
Noe, 8/60, Plaitiisscsrecersseese 20.0040 7400°)"S 
Nos, 2/80, P ndbsie proces sen chdues, 0G8O' Ge, .Ohiae 8 
Nor, a/1o0, Plain ............s06 105.00 to 108.00 | = 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed .......... se 79.00 to 82.00 
Nos, 280, Gassed........... 4 9§.00 tO 99.00 


. a/no0, Gassed ......... 00. 
MILTALS. 
A fair business at quotations, 


120.00 to 125.00 


Deliveries good, 


with a prospect of further purchases right away, 


COG ETO BL eerereremperrrer en 
Pidk Bates 6! UW ccs nccuka bedecbideive 
Round and squme upto gineh ......... 


Ioan Plates, nesOrledd oo. seccceescorceecsece 
NHGRE NOI, Gis aapasncishaentdsdetsadindebeweess 
Galvanized Irom sheets io. ccc ccc cccceecenes 
Wire Naila, amsarted ... 10. ccc ccs cee cee coe ee 
Dim PUatem, wae Mew! Nice ick cs c6e sb ste vanes 
Pig Iron, No. g ... 


KEKROSKENE, 


rer Fiaut, 


- $3.20 to 3.25 


$3.25 to 3.50 
3.20 to 3.40 


Holders have gone to pieces and prices are 


down. 


Market depressed, and buyers have it all 
‘|their own way apparently. Still they do uot opes 


rate, expecting still better things in the near future, 


PAGAN > fas sce seasnbsecescats 
PRMGMNAU aiscks 05d des 000 bl sce edn.eck 2 b& 


SUGAR. 


Brown—Good business and plenty 
rise in values. 


seecerereerecee $2.19 tO 2.95 
sedecsese §=0590 


of sales ata 


White—Dull and drooping with 


lower quotations, which, however, do not induce 


much business. 


Hrown Takao ........... 
Brown Manilla) ... 10.00.00. 66.0. eee cee 
Brown Daitong (New) ...........4 
Dreeran CaO teih Beiiac ceases cecsca sci ccs asaid’s 
White Java and Penang ................ 
White Kefined... .......... 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


rar ricut, 


ttt eteeeere $4.30'tO 4,40 


4.90 ta §.to 
4.00 to 4.10 
4.00 to 4.70 
6.70 to 6.80 
5-90 to.9.15 


The rise in exchange has checked. buying. 
Holders will not reduce quotations as yel, so that 
business has been restricted 10 a few purchases to 


complete orders in hand. Market closés 


guiet, 


Stock reduced'to 15,000 piculs, biit Spiting ceel- 


ings will be arriving preseiitly when holders ma 
easily overstand the market if not cavetuh” i ; 


ome 


consumption is relieving us of common qualities, 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 


Filatures—Ixtre o's1, 10/12 den,.., Nom. 
Filatuces—Extra 14/15, 14/16 den,..Nom, 


Filatures—No. t, 60/13 denionmes sess 
Filatures—No. 4, 14/tg, 14/16 den,... 
Filatures—-No. 14, 10/14 deniers ...... 
Filatures—No, she 13/16, 14/e7en. 

Filattres—No-e a, ro/0s deniers... i... 


Bio to , 
a to Ps 


tee eae 789 0 800 
seeeee 75 ) o 760 
» 75§0.to 760 

- 720 to 730 
Filatures-No, 3.14/18 deniers... 3.08, ni A SAL 


700 to 710 


Re-reela—No, 1, 13/05, 14/16 deu..,.Nom. 720 to 740 


Re-reelsa—No. 1 
Re-reela—No. 2, 14/18 deniers ccc sccess 


Re-reels—No. a4, 04/18 deniers io... oc. 


Re-reela—No. 
Kahedas—Ratce clo ccc cee cee 
Kakedds—No. t (nce cic cec cee cce ces 
Kealeedas——No. 06 occ cis ies ces coecaccce ees once 
Kakedas—No. 2d iis ccc ccc cer cee ene 
Kakedas—No, ag ..ccc. ccc ccccse 
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4, 14/16, Hatz denieums us 


$5.9.4/20 Memier. ss .or sar sse ves 


700 to 710 
680 
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WASTE SILK. through in the earlier part of the week, and that for RUSSO-CHINESE BANK 


Stillin the doldeums, Holders make vague offers | most stocks the matket closed ficm with an upward 
of concessions, but shippers are quietly waiting for | tendency, 




































































some substantial reduction, It is rumoured the National Bank of China will —_--——— 
sania net TIONS tna oii aa ake ee ae pays om fund: ORGANIZED UNDER IMPERIAL DECREE OF 
NORM Mature, Wome oo... cc ccc see cee sees SUE ; . 
Noshi—Filature, Gond ........ ss 108 torso | currently repoited the Company will show very 10TH DECEMBER, 1895. 
Noshi—Oshu, Mest... ttetecseseeeeee DIS tO 120 good accounts, Shares are on the move at pre- 
Noshi—Oshu, CHO sepssdserscninesvesincds ans 406. 0 15 sent and higher tates are expected. Forward sales 
ere i a teteeecteeeccrssesseecee HOO CO 105 of H.C, & M. Steamboats have again taken place CAPITAL > 
Nokiogknue ni” a a si Ze at ata tales, viz.: $37 to $37.75 for 31st 
Neshi~Besha. Heat... ia ai March and $38 for 30th April. On presentation 
Mackicitciba’ Good iitthes i asedpustes iced aa i: a of scrip, the Company will return $5 per share of 6,000,000 GOLD ROUBLES=£960,000. 
Noshi—Bushu, Medina 2... .....sc0rrscens 800 €0 105 the Capital, The rough cleaning up at the Raub 
he le ge amg trtsteateececepearseseerees 60 a xe Mines on the 3rd instant produced 1,350 ounces FOUNDERS: 
CNT CUE tee cseces cas seseresseenree $5 10 $9 of amalgam from an output of 1,134 tons of stone, | 
XihisomFinnne mei peas g mi ae This is about 480 ounces of gold. The Wanchai PRINCE HESPERE OUKHTOMSKY. 


ss Warehouse Co. has paid 8 per ceut. as a dividend 
TEA. for 1895. Hongkong Hotels are firmer and sales 

A few small parcels of Old leaf have found | have been effected at $21, $22, and $22.50. The 
buyers at quotations. But the business is hacdly | report and accounts of the Green Island Cement 
worthy of the name. The change in the weather Co. have been published, showing a balance at 
should produce “buds” at an early date. credit of Profit and Loss account. of $12,444.18, 


, PER PICUL, which the Directors recommend to carry to new 
SPUN siiniditha ncadiousesupnsesctelcivetcccctud, $30 to $32 


RENE BRICE, Administrator, Credit Lyon- 
nais. 


J. GotpstTanp, Administrator, St. Peters- 
burg International Commercial Bank. 


BARON RODOLPHE HOTTINGUER, Banker, 


PRM civectcta ik ee account. Watsons are stronger, business having . 

Fas ocarnartant 2 1S 3 | been done at $inag and $rrgo, acd are wate] Pacis 

— 5 Pe ee OS Other stocks have also been dealt with at last ERNEST DENORMANDIE, President, Comp- 
OO DEOGIAM si cie vic ssvsnsccssesoeivestesceiere 4 40 23 quotations. . - ’ . 

Medium 10.0 sescssceesesces seeeseens zo to a Business has again been done locally in Grands toir National d Escompte de Paris. 


Good MMM ce a 18 to 4g : : 
Common CO C00 Oe Foe FOF O08 Coe 000 cee S00 808 Bee 105 Hho eee 16 to 17 at $145 and Orientais at $125. 


EDOUARD NOETZLIN, Administrator, Ban- 
que Nationale du Mexique. 


ADOLPHE ROTHSTEIN, Administrator, St. 
Petersburg International Commercial 
Bank, 


JACQUES STERN, Administrator, Banque 
de Paris et des Pays Bas. 


February 27th, 
a Business after the Chinese New Year holidays 
EXCHANGE. has been very satisfactorily resumed, and, as was 
confidently expected, higher rates now rule the 
China market. Thete is every indication that the 
top has not yet been reached, as will be observed 
from the following quotations, telegraphically tee 
ported tous to-day from Hongkong ; viz:—H. & S. 
Banks 173 per cent, premium Buyers ; Hongkong 





Exchange has been fairly steady during the 
week, the tendency being upwards almost daily 
with a general firmness in tates and considerable 
improvement on the week, 


Sterling—Bank Tak: Fee eee eee ese eeeeee 2/2} 













— — Bills 4 Sean teteets 2/2} ee Buyers; China Fires $88 Buyers; H. 

_ — 4 months’ sight ...,.. 2/222 & W. Docks 140 per cent. premium ex the dividend ‘ 

nt Private 4 months’ ht Sade i ‘of 8 per cent, and bonus of 4 per cent. paid on the HEAD OFFICE: 

i —  Gniouths’ sight...... 2/3 | 25th instant, Buyers. H. & K. Wharfs $45:50, Buy. ST. PETERSBURG. 


ers; Douglasses $52.50, Buyers; H.C. & M. Steain 
boats $32.75 ex $5 return of Capital, Sellers; 
Punjoms $6 Sales; Raubs $4.30, Sellers; Balmorals 
$1.75, Nominal; Nationals $27, Sellers; Indos 
$62.50, Buyers; Straits $25.50 Buyers; Unions 
$195, Buyers; Traders $76, Buyers, and Buyers of 
Hongkong Fires at $297.50. 

Mail advices fram Cinna under dates of the 
18th, 1gth, 21st and 22nd instant, give, in addition 
to what had already been reported by us, the fol- 
lowing infor mation, 

Shanghai reports business in Farnuhams at Tis. 
190 and 191 for cash and for end of the present 
month, and Ts. 192.50 for Aprils S. & H. Wharfs' 
Tis. 105; Yangtszes at $122.50 cash and $125 for 
April, and are wanted; Sheridans Tis, 2.50 ; 
Jelebus $5; Peraks Tis. 38 and 40; Shanghai 
Lands fully paid up shares at T'ls. 80 ex dividend 
and at the same rate to Hongkong and Yoko- 
hama; Ewo Cottons Tis. 65; Shanghai Gas Tis. 
260, Liewellyns $70 and are wanted ; North Chinas 
Tis. 225 ; Caryo Boats Tls, 220, and E Loan Bonds 
at Ts. 275. 

From Hongkong we hear Hongkong Hotels 
have been placed at $24; Watsons at $11.50, and 


On Paris—Bank sight 00.0.0... see cesses 2.78 
On Lyons—Private 4 mouths’ sight ,,, 2.83 
On Hongkong—Bank sight............ $ °/, p. 
— Private rodays’sight, 3°, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ............ 71% 
— Private 10 days’ sight, 723 
On India—Bank sight seeceeccesecsseese 180 
— _ Private 30 days’ sight....., 1824 
Ou America—Bank Bills on demand.. 534@4 
— Private 4 mouths’ sight 56 @} 
Ou Germany—Bank SIRE sae wades 2.25 
— Private 4 months’ sight... 2.29 
Bat Silver CEO OI vice Pesce cues cad 314 
eae Stee eee ee Sh 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, February 24th, 
The following quotations have been telegraphed 
to us from Hongkong :—H. & S. Banks 173 per 
cent. premium ex dividend, Buye:s; Hongkong 
Lands $72, Sales; China Fires $88 ex dividend, 
Buyers; H. & W. Docks 151 per cent. premium, 
Buyers; H. & K. Wharfs $44.50 ex dividend, 


N OTICE is hereby given that this 
Bank will OPEN a BRANCH in SHANG- 
HAI on the 13th of February, in the pre- 
mises now occupied by the CompToIR 
NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE DE Paris, whose 
Business it will take over on that date. 

The SHANGHAI BRANCH of the RUSSO- 
CHINESE BANK will do a General Bank- 
ing Business. 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK: 


SHANGHAI BRANCH. 


BANKERS : 
London—GLYN, MILLS, CURRIE & Co. 
Paris—COMPTOIR NATIQNAL D’ESCOMPTE 


ants hi tape $52.50, Buyers; - C. & M. | Hongkong Ices at $97. Other stocks have also DE PARIS. 
teamboats $37.50, Buyers; Punjoms 5 50, Sales; | been dealt in, but with no change in quotations. 
Raubs $4.30, Buyers; Balmorals $1.75, Buyers; The Report and Accounts of the H. & W. BANQUE DE PARIS ET DES Pays 
tgs 27, noe Indos $60.50, Sales; Straits | Dock Company have been circulated, from es BAS. 
25-50, Sales; Unions $195, Sellers and Traders | the following is a summary:—Tie net profit P 
$76, Buyers. amounts to $402,713.90, out of the total re. Berlin—MENDELSSOHN & Co. 
It will be noticed a steady advance in all the | ceipts $1,252,282.24, ihe balance of $85,260.40 S. BLEICHRODER. - 


from last account not being included. After 
deducting Directors’ and Auditors’ Fess amount- 
to $4,000, the bulance is recommended to be thus 
employed: A dividend of 8 per cent. for the half 
year, which will absorb $125,000; a bonus of 4 
per cent. to Shareholders, equal to $62,500; a 
bonus to Contributing Shareholders of $20,000; 
$22,000 to the European Staff of the Company ; 
$200,000 to Reserve Fund, and the balance, $54,- 
475-30, {0 4 new account. 

rand Hotels have again been placed locally at 


above stocks has taken place. We would call ate 
tention to one opinion in ou report of the 25th 
ultimo, in which we expressed a belief that a rise 
in all stocks at or about this time might be con- 
fidently expected. ‘ 

Grands have been placed locally at $145 and 
Orientals at $125. 


Hamburg—M. M. WaARBuRG & Co. 


Amsterdam—LIPPMANN, ROSENTHAL & 
COMPANY. 


Vienna—K. K. pPRiv. OFSTERR CREDIT 


February 25th. ANSTALT FUR HANDEL & GEWERBS. 


Mail advices from Hongkong dated the rth 
instant report that the Chinese New Year Holidays 
have interfered with business, but that a compara- 
lively fair amount of transactions have been put | $145. 


ee ———S = 
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Interest allowed on Current Account at 2 
per cent. on Daily Balances. 


Interest allowed on Fixed Deposits ac- 
cording to arrangement. 


LOCAL BILLS DISCOUNTED. 


Foreign Exchange on the principal Cities 
of the World, brought and sold. 




















nee pee) The Physician’s Cure 
iB} for Gout, Rheumatic 


i Gout and Gravel; the 
The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 


| Safestand most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
‘ Bilious Affections. 





males, and the Sict» 


Children, Delicate Fe- 
ness of Pregnancy. 









Special facilities for Russian Exchange. 
F. BINCELOT, erro 


aA SS STERIL, ld Throughout the World, 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA, 
Feb, 29th, 1896. 





oo Le Sadi in China. 


1y. Shanghai, roth Feb., 1896. 
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“A.CHARMING, SCENT.” 


| 
R.H. The Duchess of York. | 


WHITE ROSE. 


‘*The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF Te es 


AT K i N Ss Oo IN’ Ss ONLY “GENUINE. 


Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 

Sachets, & all other specialities with this 

“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond S8t., London. 

EEUU EEE 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 





London, England. 
sox scinchdialaea 
Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 

Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 
Indents of afl kinds executed: 
Al and ABC ¢ Codes. 


Telegraphic Address: ‘*Brookgrant, London.” 





THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


|e ates suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samusgt Barer, in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘‘I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 
short time I had many Seetenains to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs. bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds, [t acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Me. J. T. Coorgr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘' | had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured i in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl andany quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “stock,’ 


Sold by ull Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughon; 
world. May tst, 1890. 


BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


ISSH.G. BRITTAN, 2,Bluff, Yokohama. 

will be happy to receive and accommo- 

date Missionaries and others during their stay 
in Yokohama. 





Trrms:—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 
Missionaries, 

August oth, 1895. 
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June 14th, 1895. 





MILKMAID 


CONDE NSED MILK 


e “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
senate all the cream of the original milk. 


a water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
i cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 





September 14th, 1895. 


Apollinaris 


‘THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 











“First in Purity.” 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


“Has a charm which makers’ of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 
dream of.’—MORNING ADVERTISER. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREIBIAD & 
YOKOHAMA. 


SWikR +s, 


August 3rd, 1895. 
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And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
- MEAT-FLAVOURING 

STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUGES. 





Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
T» be had of ali Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


~ LJEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., td., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Oxrorp has beaten Cambridge in the Inter- 
University Football Match. 


Tue father of Marquis Ito, the Premier, is said 
to be régaining strength. 


Tue Earl of Dunraven has been expelled from 
the New York Yacht Club. 


Str Craupe Macponaxp, the New British Mini- 
ster to Pekin, has sailed for China. 


Tue Fiji Shimpo is now printed on a rotatory 
Hoe printing machine, purchased in England. 


( Yoxouama now hasa Japanese population of 
“s.- 179,204 individuals, who inhabit 30,124 houses. 


ARQUIS YAMAGATA has contracted influenza, 
and it is feared that bis departure for Europe 
may be postponed. 


An American named Andrew Foster committe 
suicide at Nakamura on Sunday morning, while 
of unsound mind. 


H.1.H. Prince Kwacuo Hiroyasu, who pro- 
ceeded to Formosa on offic:al business, returned 
to Tokyo on the rst inst, 


Tue Nippon Yusen Kaisha removed to its new 
office at Yoyesucho, Kojimachi, Tokyo, on the 
28th ult. The company will give a banquet at 
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the new office on the 8th instant to celebrate 
the completion of the work. 


FAREWELL entertainments have been given 
during the week to Prince Fushimi and suite 
_ by several organizations and high officials. 







































HE Vashima Kan, one of Japan’s big battle- 
ships, has been successful launched from Lord 
Armstrong’s ship-building yard at Elswick, 

A TENEMENT house, No 81, Settlement, in the 
occupation of Chinese, Japanese, and foreigners, 
was burnt to the ground on Monday morning. 





Tue Club Concordia at Kobe was entirely de- 
stroyed by fire, along with its valuable library 
valued at over $10,000, on Tuesday morning. 


THOUGH the weather has been cold and rainy, 
with bitter northerly winds, no snow has fallen 
this week in Yokohama. At Kobe a heavy fall 
took place. 


RINDERPEST has been stamped out round Yoko- 
hama. Throughout the Empire last month 
459 cattle were slaughtered in consequence of 
this disease. 


Tue building of the Yokohama Silk Inspection 
Office will not be completed until June next, 
and the business of the Office will be conduct- 
ed at the Kencho from April rst. 





A CONGRATULATORY banquet will be given by 
the Nippon -Vusen Kaisha on the rrth inst. on 
board the Zosa Maru at Yokohama, to cele- 
brate the opening of the European route. 


Some Osaka residents are contemplating the 
establishment of a steel factory, on the advice 
of Count Matsukata. The latter is determined 
to give all possible assistance to the project. 


Mr. K. F. Crawsorp is the uew Honorary 
Secretary of the Y.C. and A.C. A ten-mile 
bicycle-race took place on the ground to-day. 
The Athletic Meeting takes place in May, 


Tue foreign employés on board the Ayrhosan 
Maru, of the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, have re- 
ceived decorations and gifts of money for meri- 
torious services during the late war. 


Tux Japanese Government issued on the 2nd 
inst. a certificate acknowledging the appoint- 
ment of Viscount de Bondy, ex-Secretary of the 
French Legation, as French Consul in Formosa. 


HE gifis to be presented by Marshal Marquis 
Yamagata to the Czar of Russia will consist of 
enamels by Namikawa Sosuke, embroideries by 
Nishimura Soyemon, and gold and silver articles. 


Tue Sikh troops in Nyassaland have gained 
two brilliant victories over the remaining slave- 
dealing Arabs, whom they have utterly routed ; 
aud the trade route to the interior is now open. 


Messrs. Den, Chief of the Correspondence 
Bureau, and Matsunaga, private secretary to 
the Minister of Communications, will procceed 
abroad on April 4th to attend the International 
Telegraph Convention. 


rt 


HK House of Peers has passed the Budget as 
amended by the Lower House, after two secret 
sessions, and some open debate. The Honse 
of Representative during the week has been 
mostly devoted to Committee work. 


Tue British Naval estimates submitied to Par- 
liament by Mr. Goschen ask for an additional 
expenditure of £14,000,000 lo provide for an 
increase of 5,000 men to the effective strength 
and a large increase of warships. Mr. Goschen 
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said the estimates were not intended to be pro- 
vocative but only defensive, 


FARTHER questions on the Korean crisis having 
been put to the British Government, and Mr. 
Curzon, Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, stated 
in the House of Commons, that a Russian oc- 
cupation of Séul, or of any other place in Korea, 
has not occurred and is not apprehended. 


SPEAKING in the French Chamber of Deputies 
in the discussion on the Siam Treaty, M. Ber- 
thelot, Minister for Foreign Affairs, said that the 
negotiations were conducted in a spirit of con- 
ciliation,and he boped that the same spirit would 
lead to the arrangement of other questions, 


As the Canadian authorities intend to limit 


the number of Japanese emigrants entering the 


Dominion, the Foreign Department has in- 
structed the Prefects to stop, as far as possible, 
the issue of passports to Japanese wishing to 
proceed to Canada. 


Tue Black Plague has broken out in the west- 
ern districts of the colony of Hongkong. During 
the past month daily cases varied from two to 
seven. The Sanitary Authorities are now adopt. 
ing extra precautions to detect the disease and 
remove patients promptly. The port is not yet 
declared infected. 


Dr. Jameson and his officers were landed 
secretly at Purfleet and conveyed by a circuit- 
ous roule to Bow Street Police Station, London, 
where they were charged with having organised 
a military expedition against a friendly State. 
Sir John Bridge, the Magistrate, sternly rebuked 
the cheering in Court, which he stated would 
bring England intocontempt. He emphasised 
the extreme gravity of the case, and warned 
the prisoners to maintain a discreet behaviour 
during the adjournment, The Law officers of 
the Crown are to undertake the prosecution, 


Tue U.S. Senate has passed a resolution to 
recognise the Cuban insurgents and requesting 
President Cleveland to invite Spain to recognise 
the autonomy of Cuba. The U.S. House of 
Representatives has passed a resolution similar 
to the resolution adopted by the Senate, re- 
cognizing the Cuban insurgents as belligerents, 
Popular excitement has been aroused in Madrid, 
where the American Legation is now guarded, 
and the Government has forbidden all public 
demonstrations. A fresh expedition numbering 
25,000 troops has been ordered to be ready to 
sail for Cuba, and orders have also been issued 
for a training squadron to be got ready, 


—_— 


Turre is no great change in the Import trade, 
a prominent feature being the caution of buyers, 
who are afraid to operate to the extent they 
might do on account of exchange, which has 
been on the upward grade, Consequently the 
business in Yarn and Shirtings is not what it 
might have been, and this may be said of cer- 
tain other commodities. In Metals a fair 
amount of trade is passing, and there is good 
enquiry in several lines, the only drawback being 
the matter of exchange. The same may be 
said of the Kerosene trade, the deliveries in 
which continue on a good scale. There have 
been moderate transactions in Brown Sugar, 
but White sorts are slow of sale. There has 
been so little done in the Raw Silk market that 
quotations are more or less nominal. The 
Waste Silk business is also quiet, and as the 
season advances certain large holders show 
some anxiety to be moving, but buyers make 
no sign. There is nothing to report in Tea. 
Exchange has fluctuated but slightly, and rates 
are moving upwards. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
—»~—__——_ 


The principal events that happened this week 
outside the Diet were the birth of the Amalga- 
mated Opposition, the Shimpo-to, and the 
return of Admiral Count Kabayama from For- 
mosa. The numerical strength of the Shimpo- 
fo within the House of Representatives is put 
at 103, and is likely to be increased to 104, as 
the seat vacated in Kanda Ward, Tokyo, owing 
to the retirement of Mr. Tsunoda Shimpei, is 
expected to fall to Mr. Matsuda Hideo, a pro- 
Shimpo-to politician. Mr. Kashiwada and two 
others have definitely severed their connexion 
with the National Unionists, but it is still un- 
known whether they will join the new Party. 
Strange to say, though the National Unionists 
are in a decidedly disorganized state in conse- 
quence of their late sudden change of front 
towards the Government, they have gained two 
new parliamentary members, seceders from the 
Liberal Party. Hence, their numerical strength 
in the House is unchanged. As to the Liberals, 
since the seat vacated in Ehime Ken, owing to 
the death of Mr. Suyehiro Shigeyasn (Progres- 
sionist) has been won by their candidate, they 
have suffered no particular arithmetical loss. 
It is said that the obloquy and indignation 
directed against the Unionists owing to their 
thoughtless action, have so deeply affected Mr. 


- Sassa, their leader in the House, that he has 


CaS 


been obliged to fly to Hakone, to hide himself 
for pure shame. At any rate, he has not at- 
tended in the House since that memorable day. 


& e 

Count Kabayama has been welcomed home 
by what we may call the pro-Satsuma military 
party, with great enthusiasm. Viscount Taka- 
shima, Vice-Governor-General of Formosa, and 
Messrs. Yasuba and Kashiwada, members of 
the Upper and Lower House respectively, went 
down as far as Kobe to meet the Count, and, 
as rumour says, to inspire him with certain 
opinions of their own. In short, a section 
of the Opposition are rejoiced over his return, 
thinking that they have secured a powerful 
ally. He does not seem likely to retire to his 
Mative province, at least not so soon as was 
originally believed, but that he will not go back 
to Formosa, seems certain. As to his succes- 
sor, there is still some uncertainty. Ether 
Marquis Saigo, Minister of the Navy, or Lieut.- 
Gen. Viscount Sakuma, Commander. in- Chief 
of the Occupied Districts, is now regarded as 
the most likely candidate. 

® 


* * 

Outside politics, reference may be made to 
the floating of the third and, it is believed, the 
last War Loan by the Government. The stock 
market has been slightly affected by the issue, 
but the F717 and other journals say that this will 
be only temporary, as the issue of a ten-million 
yen Joan cannot produce any serious results in 
the field of public finance. 

* 


® & 

The substance and issue of the new Progres- 
sive Party have evoked various comments from 
the Metropolitan journals. Naturally such 
papers as the Mainichi and Kokumin speak 
of the Party’s prospects in roseate terms: The 
latter journal declares that the birth of the Party 
marks a new epoch in the political history of 
Japan, and the former observes that an asso- 
ciation created by the urgent necessity of the 
time must prosper. Strange to say, the re- 
marks that the Vippon makes about the event 
are not entirely eulogistic. It says :—'‘ We 
have not yet had time to examine the platform 
or peruse the manifesto of the new Party, nor 
can we guarantee its stability. Yet the fact 
that those sections which are now fused into 
one body, have been despised by the Govern- 
ment, taunted by the Liberals, and betrayed by 
the Unionists—this fact alone suffices to evoke 
the sympathy of sanguine persons like our- 
selves. Moreover, the pitiable failures made 
by these sections in the past constitufe a further 
claim on our kindly feeling.” 
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The Nichi Néché takes the trouble to severely 
criticize the Manifesto of the Party. It strongly 
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condemns as deliberate libels the statements 
that “the Miuisters adhered to old-fashioned 
methods,” and ‘‘ arbitrarily dissolved the House 
of Representatives.” In point of fact, the Mini- 
sters of the Crown are not competent to arbi- 
trarily resign their seats so long as they enjoy 
the confidence of the Sovereign, and as for the 
right of dissolving the Lower House, it belongs 
to the Prerogatives of the Emperor and can 
never be abused by his Ministers. The Wiché 


Niché marvels how the Ministers can be 
charged with adhering to old-fashioned 
methods. The manifesto seems to (ry to prove 


its charge by an absured allegation that free- 
dom of speech and public meeting is inter- 
fered with. Does not the Constitution expressly 
provide that the people are entitled to enjoy 
freedom of speech and public meeting within 
the limits fixed by law? Are not the Authori- 
ties bound to control such abuses of speech and 
public meeting as are calculated to affect or in- 
jure public peace and good morals? Leaving 
aside the question of the Press Laws, was not the 
Luw of Political Associations and Public Meet- 
ing enacted with the approval of the Diet? The 
very fact that the new Party has been organized 
without encountering any obstacle on the part 
of the Authorities, and is permitted to freely 
manifest its views, conclusively proves the ab- 
surdity of its contention. In short, the phrase, 
“adhering to old-fashioned methods,” must be 
taken as applying to the Party itself. Lastly, in 
answer lo the vague accusation that by blunders 
in foreign policy the Ministers have forfeited 
confidence both at home and broad, there is 
conclusive evidence to the contrary at home, 
for the Address to the Throne impeaching the 
Cabinet, and the non-confidence Resolution, 
alike signally failed to pass the House. Nor 
is there any evidence to show that the Cabinet 
has lost confidence abroad. Altogether, the 
manifesto, superficial and flippant, is unworthy 
of serious consideration. 


” 
C « 

The recent attitude assumed by the Opposi- 
tion in the House of Peers, namely, that the 
discussion of the Budget should be suspended 
until the Minister of Finance and also the Pre- 
mier were personally present to answer ques- 
tions, is strongly criticized by tho Nicht Nichi 
as not only detrimental to the interests of the 
State, but also highly unbecoming to the dignity 
of the House itself. Our contemporary is un- 
able to discover what necessity existed for the 
personal attendance of these Ministers, seeing 
that the titled malcontents who so loudly de- 
manded their presence, had been members of 
the Budget Committee, and therefore had en- 
joyed ample opportunities, during the sessions 
of the Committee, to put questions to the 
Minister and delegates of the Finance Depart- 
ment and to have their queries satisfactorily 
answered. The fact was that they aimed rather 
at obstructing the Government’s Budget than 
at having their doubts resolved, for they invari- 
ably concluded their protests—protests, be it 
observed, not questions—with positive declara- 
tions of opposition to the Budget. In other 
words, what they called doubts remained un- 
erlightened quite independently of any answers 
obtained or not obtained from the Government 
Delegates, who simply repeated what they had 
already stated at the deliberations of the Com- 
mittee. As to their pretext that the discussion 
of the Budget should be deferred till the new 
taxation measures were decided upon, it was 
simply a specious argument, appropriate only 
in the mouths of men blind to the urgent neces- 
sities of the State or bent merely on interfer- 
ing with the progress of public affairs of vital 
importance. The Nichi Michs is not surprised 
to see such persons acting in that irresponsible 
way, for it learns that the Opposition in the 
House of Peers have secretly associated them- 
selves with their fellow-thinkers in the Lower 
House and that their actions are inspired by 
the latter. Nothing could be more regrettable 
from the point of view of the dignity of the 
House of Peers. 


The above proceeding on the part of the Op- 
position in the Upper House does not receive 
the approval even of the Opposition organs, On 
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the contrary, itis severely criticised by the Vomi- 
uri, which journal is disappointed to see that 
the Opposition in the House of Peers, having 
assumed the fierce attitude of the tiger on one 
day, were converted on the next into mere rats 
so soon as they came face to face with the Mini- 
ster of Finance and. the Premier. Everybody 
expected, from the overbearing tone adopted by 
by Generals Tani and Soga at the outset, that 
when the Premier and the Minister of Finance 
attended in the House,in acquiescence with their 
request, a lively and interesting debate would 
ensue between them and the Cabinet Mini- 
sters. Nothing of the kind happened. Vis- 
count Tani confined himself to a very insigni- 
ficant question, namely, whether the Government 
had considered the representation submitted 
by the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce, while 
his colleague merely held a short dialogue 
with the Minister of Finance on the ratio be- 
tween the State Income and the Military Ex- 
penditures. What necessity was there, asks the 
Fomiuri, to call so imperiously for the attend- 
ance of the Cabinet Ministers when the questions 
they were asked to answer were of such a trifl- 
ing nature? Further, when the debate on the 
Budget was regularly commenced, and when 
the estimates for the Department of War caine 
up for discussion, the recalcitrant members, 
having previously insisted emphatically on the 
necessity of reducing the appropriation for the 
Department, absolutely shut their mouths, aud 
made not the least attempt to ventilate their 
arguments. They may have thought that, the 
majority being against them, it would be useless 
to discuss the point. That was wrong, for by 
whatever hostile majority they were faced they 
should have endeavoured to lay before the public 
at large their own views and to appeal to the 
judgment of the nation. Their procedure is open 
to the charge of fickleness and inconsistency. 


e 
s ® 


The Zokyo Shimbun is of course dissatisfied 
with the doings of the Opposition in the House 
of Representatives. It especially condcmnas the 
tardiness of the House’s proceedings. Coant- 
ing from the 6th inst., there only remain 15 
working days in the session, and yet, on the 
6th of the month, there were more than 50 
Bills, many of them of the gravest import- 
ance, wailing to be discussed. The delay is pri- 
marily attributable to the irresponsible conduct 
of the Opposition, who were bent upon wasting 
valuable time by introducing such a selfish 
measure as the Address to the Throne, and 
extending support to the no-confidence resolu- 
tion rather than upon discussing urgent affairs 
of State. They, too, are responsible for the 
suspension of the Diet for a period of 10 days. 
Far from endeavouring to expedite by increas- 
ed diligence the proceedings of the House so 
as to make good the time they have caused to 
be wasted, they now, when all their hostile 
efforts against the Government have failed, de- 
vote themselves to the amalgamation of their 
own sections, absenting themselves for that 
purpose from the deliberations of the Commit- 
tees to which they belong. 


Two important business topics are taken up 
by the Shogyo, one the abolition of import 
duties on wool, the other, the special opening of 
new ports for purposes of foreign commerce, 
Woollen fabrics are now an important item in 
the import commerce of Japan. They aggre- 
gated above 10 million yen last year. The 
woollen indusiry is still comparatively backward 
in Japan, due primarily to two reasons, namely, 
want of material and want of technical skill. 
The latter difficulty, however, is no longer 
serious. Woollen fabrics for garments, as 
serge, flannel, and so forth, can be manufac- 
tured ; and quite recently new companies were 
started in Tokyo and Osaka for the manufacture 
of mousseline de laine. Thus what has already 
been achieved in this direction, coupled with 
the cheapness of Jabour in Japan, promises 
well for the future of this industry. Europe 
depends for its supply of wool chiefly 
on Australia. In this respect, therefore, 
it must be said to be more disadvantageonsly 
situated than Japan, which is nearer to the 
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largest wool centre of the world. But the 
Japanese manufacturers are obliged to pay 5 
per cent. duty on the wool they use, and that 
enhances the price of the fabrics they produce. 
The duty must be abolished, so that the manu- 
facturers may compete successfully with West- 
ern producers. The measure would not affect 
the Revenue to any great extent, as the import 
of wool will fall far below that of raw cotton. 
Farther, the introduction of foreign wool could 
not injure home producers, for wool is not pro- 
duced to any appreciable extent in Japan. A 
Representation has been introduced by Messrs. 
Taguchi, Wada, and others in the House of Re- 
presentatives recommending the abolition of 
the import duty on wool. 


As tothe second topic, the Shogyo writes that 
at present there are three kinds of ports in 
Japan used for purposes of foreign commerce, 
viz., Treaty Ports, Special Ports, and Special 
Ports of Export. Susami, Kami, and Miyazu 
are ports of the second kind, where steamers 
flying the Japanese flag are permitted to load or 
unload cargo destined for or coming from cer- 
tain specified places, as Korea and Vladivostock. 
The third kind of harbour is for the export of 
rice, wheat, wheat flour, sulphur, and coal, all 
of which are free from duty. There are r1 
ports of the kind, as Shimonoseki, Hakata, 
Kuchinotsu, Otaru, Yokkaichi, and so forth. 
These limited facilities are insufficient for 
purposes of export and import alike, and while 
harbours available for the former must be in- 
creased so as to encourage the development of 
national industry, steps must also be taken so 
that steamers calling to load special articles may 
come in freighted with goods needed in 
the vicinity of such ports. The chief rea- 
son why Special Export Harbours can not be 
of more essential service, is because steamers 
are not allowed to import simultaneously with 
exporting. The Shogyo is glad to see the in- 
troduction of a Government Bill relating to 
Speciat Open Ports Bill and strongly hopes that 
the measure will be carried through. It is now 
in the hands of a Special Committee of the 
House of Representatives, and it provides that 
the ports to be specially opened for purposes 
of foreign commerce are to be determined by 
Imperial Ordinance. This reservation, instead 
of specifying the ports from the first, is also 
highly commended by the same journal. 


“ China’s Fate” is one of the topics discuss- 

ied by the ¥:7¢ during the week. Our contem- 
porary can see no gleam of hope whatever in 
the future of the Celestial Empire, but is led 

to believe that either it must be absorbed by 
foreign Powers or broken up into several dis- 
distinct sections. This is the age of nationalism, 

or the civilization of knowledge, not of moral- 
ism, or the civilization of morality. Any nation 
that does not move with the prevailing tendency 

of the world, but isolates itself from the rest, 
must sooner or later suffer destruction, just as 

{ in the process of crystallization any foreign 
matters are excluded and are not suffered to 
form part of the crystal. At present Turkey and 
4 China are, so to say, foreign matters, fated to be 
excluded from the crystallized comity of civiliza- 
tion. It is utterly beyond hope that China should 
be induced to place less implicit faith in the an- 

- Cient code of morals, and to regard Western 
knowledge with sufficient respect to avail her- 
self of it for the better administration of her 
vast dominions. Were that possible; were 
China to awake from her present lethargy and 
begin to actively make use of the beneficial 
fruits of Western civilization, would that im- 

_ Prove the prospects of the reigning dynasty? 
. By no means. Improved facilities of communi- 
cation and the importation of Occidental know- 
ledge would simply hasten the disintegration of 
the empire. Just as a finid gives off its latent 

{ heat when converted into a solid body, so 
« the light of civilization suddenly turned to illu- 
- inate the profound darkness of the Chinese 
would be followed by a violent ebullition 
terminating in the destruction of the Manchu 
dynasty. In Japan the Shogunate became the 


a 2 


mark against which this same agitation of the 
public mind Was directed. The Tokugawa fell, 
making way for the restoration of the Court and 
the rightful and original ruler of the realm. But 
China has no Shogunate to bear the brunt of 
public_ discontent, which must therefore be 
directed against the Court in Pekin, to the latter’s 


overthrow. 


The same journal reverts to the question of 
Japan’s Korean policy. Briefly stated, the 
Fiji's contention is this? Japan's sole motive 
towards Korea is to reform her administration 
with the view of leading her out of dark- 
ness, so that the resources of the peninsula 
may be utilized for the benefit of the na- 
tion and also of Japan. Considered from 
every point of view, Japan is entitled to reap 
the lion’s share of the commercial transactions 
of Korea. Finally, Japan is ready to combine 
with any other Power for the reform of the pen- 
insula, so long as that great object be attained. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


MARSHAL YAMAGATA’S POLITICAL INFLUENCE. 


A note in the Fit Shimpo throws considerable 
light upon the causes that led to the National 
Unionists withdrawing their want-of-confidence 
resolution. The F:7é says the step was taken 
owing to influence exerted by Marshal Yama- 
gata. When Viscount Shinagawa, the leader 
of the Party, met the Marshal a few days 
before the reopening of the session, the latter 
pointed out, among other things, the many 
difficulties confronting the country in con- 
sequence of the complicated state of political 
affairs both at home and abroad, and observed 
that the Ministers of State must already be 
sufficiently burdened with vexatious troubles, 
without the Diet’s adding to their burdens un- 
necessarily. The Marshal was therefore griev- 
ed to see politicians acting in so irrespon- 
sible manner at such a juncture, as if merely 
intent on winning transient public applause. 
He further remarked that he had been 
ordered by the Emperor to undertake the re- 
sponsible duty of Special Ambassador to Russia, 
and though apprehensive of the strain upon 
his health and: strength, he being an old man, 
he was resolved to devote all his energies to 
the task, being persuaded that grave affairs 
of State must not be avoided merely on ac- 
count of age. He was extremely concerned 
at all the irresponsible chatter of loud-tongued 
publicists, who apparently were indifferent to 
the gravity of State affairs. The remarks of 
Marshal Yamagata are said to have caused a 
deep impression on the Viscount. He resolved 
to withdraw the Resolution even at the risk of 
sacrificing his Party’s fair fame, and he therefore 
convened an extraordinary meeting of the Party 
on the 24th February. 


The Xokumin prints a mysterious note in 
connexion with the visit of Marshal Yamagata 
to Russia. It says that the day after his ap- 
pointment to the mission, he, Marquis Ito, 
and Count Inouye held an extremely important 
conference, at which they discusssed the Korean 
policy of Japan. Though debarred by diplo- 
matic considerations from giving information 
as. the nature and issue of this secret con- 
ference, the Kokumin says it may state that it 
was seriously proposed that Korea should be 
placed under the joint protection of Japan and 
Russia, and that Marshal Yamagata is to go 
Russia with this knowledge, in order to ascertain 
Russia’s opinion on the matter. Whether Russia 
will consent to the proposal is extremely doubt- 
ful, but at any rate, probably in consequence of 
this conference, Korean problems will be dealt 
with, for the time being, in a spirit of peace and 
conciliation, and instructions will be given to 
the Japanese Representative in Sdul not to take 
any step that would be likely to provoke Russia. 


CONTEMPLATED ENTERPRISES. 
Trams propelled by power supplied by gas is 
the latest project on foot in Tukyo, and Messrs. 
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Shibusawa Eiichi, Asano Soichiro, and Watanabe 
Jiyemon, are associated with thescheme. The 
trams will start from the open space in front of 
Dobashi, Shiba, and run to the foot of Kudan, 
the route being mostly along the moats. The 
capital of the projected company is to be a quarter 
of a million yen, divided into 5,000 shares of 
soyeneach. The projectors estimate the profits 
at 31,000 yen a year, approximately, ora 13.4 
per cent. gross return on capital. After de- 
ducting about 10,000 yen, by way of reserves 
and rewards to officers, dividends of 8 per cent. 
may be expected. 
e e 

The manager and an expert of the Spin- 
ning Factory which the Mitsui Firm de- 
cided some months ago to start in Shang- 
hai, have returned to Japan and present a 
favourable report as to the prospects of the 
enterprise. Similar projects set afoot in Shang- 
hai by English, American, and Chinese capital- 
ists are said not to be so popular as the enter- 
prise projected by the Japanese. The alleged 
reason for this is that English people and 
Americans require greater outlays on account 
of their standard of living being so much 
higher than Japanese, while the Chinese will 
always effect a ‘‘ squeeze” at the expense of 
shareholders, from all which defects the Japan- 
ese may be considered free. It is therefore 
believed that, other things being equal, the 
Japanese Company will be able to make about 
5 per cent. more profit than its Western com- 
petitors, and from 2 to 3 per cent. more than the 
Chinese. These considerations have induced 
quite a number of foreign capitalists in Shang- 
hai to express a wish to subscribe to the stock 
of the Shanghai Spinning Factory undertaken 
by the Mitsui Company. Apprehensive that 
land and plant would increase in value, the 
Mitsui Company concluded contracts and 
placed orders before the project obtained Go- 
vernment sanction. Their anticipations have 
been realized, so much so that the firm has 
practically gained already about 30,000 yen on 
land and about 60,000 on plant. 


THE MARITIME FUTURE OF JAPAN. 

Tue following is a résumé of a lecture deli- 
vered by Mr. Tsukahara, ex-chief of the Ship 
Control Bureau, before the Toho Kyokai (Ori- 
ental Association) on the subject of ‘‘ Japan’s 
Maritime Future.” At the outset the speaker 
referred to the history of the development of 
maritime business in Japan. At the fall of the 
Shogunate, between 40 and §0 steamers were 
owned either by the’ Regeney-vr~ bY Various 
powerful feudal barons, and about thirty of 
these were transferred to the Imperial Govern- 
ment. Subsequent increments were due chiefly: 
to domestic or foreign troubles. Thus the ex- 
pedition to Formosa in 1874 resulted in the pur- ; 
chase by the Government of 12 steamers of ; 
16,000 tons displacement ; the Satsuma rebel-{ 
lion that broke out three years later was the 
cause of adding 7 or 8 steamers to the list; . 
while the series of disturbances inKorea between 
1882 and 1884 caused Japan to purchase about 
13 steamers, of a total displacement of 18,000 ~_ 
tons approximately. In the late Japan-China 
war more than 70 vessels were purchased. | 
Thus it will be seen that as most of the steamers 
now owned by Japanese have generally been 
purchased through stress of State necessities, 
and not from commercial exigencies, it has not 
been possible to minutely examine their sea- 
worthiness. Asto whether ship-building can 
be successfully carried on in Japan, the lec- 
turer observed that cheapness of labour, abun- 
dance of coal, and absence of competitors, alike 
indicate a hopeful future for this industry in 
Japan. Thetiext topic dealt with was-the 
encouragement of navigation. The lecturer 
expressed himself satisfied at seeing maritime 
business so far developed in Japan as to entirely 
exclude steamers flying foreign flags from the 
coasting trade. But that is not sufficient, as 
indeed was signally proved by the late war, when 
the requirements of the coasting trade were 
barely met by chartering over 40 foreign 
steamers, Japan must develop her maritime 
business so that she may not be obliged to 
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_ of the harbour of Tokyo. 


_ ping business of the East. 
; returns show a total of 27 million tonsa year 
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depend on foreign countries in emergencies, 
for it will not always be possible to rely on aid 
from abroad. Mr. Tsukahara approved, on 
the whole, of the Navigation Encouragement 
Bill, but reserved judgment on some details. 
Thus he regretted to see no distinction made be- 
tween foreign-built vessels and those constructed 
in home dockyards, in the matter of subsidy, 
while the limit of capacity, 1,000 tons, ought 
to be lowered to ships above 300 tons. Again, 
he could not understand why provisions were not 
made as to competition at home, for competition 
not infrequently lead to disastrous conse- 
quences. Absence of a fixed period as to the 
enforcement of the law is another serious de- 
fect, for it deters the starting of various honest 
maritime undertakings. Mr. Tsukahara is 
of opinion that vessels aggregating more than 
10,000 tons will be bufft as a result of the 
present law. The training of seamen was 
next touched upon by the lecturer. He 
was not satisfied with the existing methods for 
training officers and sailors. The Tokyo 
Shosen Gakko, the only place for the former, 
and the Nippon Kai-in Yekisai-kai, a society 
for affording aid to satlors, for the other. Both 
Institutions must be considerably enlarged. 
He is of opinion that the work done by 
Japanese captains during the war must have 
considerably elevated their seamanship in the 
eyes of foreigners. Protection at sea is still 
defective, there being only about 90 lighthouses 
along the entire coasts of Japan. Again, Mr. 
Tsukahara cannot understand the Ship Inspec- 
tion Law thus far enforced only against sailing 
vessels and steainers: it should be amended so 
as to include Japanese junks. Inspection 
carried out only once every three years could 
be of no value. He apprehends that the effect 
of inspecting junks, which, by a natural ten- 
dency, are gradually decreasing, will be followed 
by an increase in their number. The relief of 
distressed seamen should be a State affair, as ts 
the case in most Western countries. In con- 
clusion, the lecturer briefly alluded to the ship- 
In China, shipping 


16 millions in Hongkong, and 4,600,000 tons 
in Japan. Japan must strive to develop her 
shipping and, at the saine time, gather in her 
own hands the transport trade of the Orient 
and the South Seas. The result of the enact- 
ment of various navigation laws, some of 
which have secured the approval of the 
Diet, and the subsequent expansion of Japan's 
maritime business, will be to affect the re- 
sources of Hongkong, then a gradual trans- 
ference of the right of coasting in China and 
Japan will follow, and after this regular services 
to the South Seas will be undertaken by Japan. 
One point he wanted to refer to in this context, 
namely, the future site of Japan’s greatest com- 
mercial centre. Some people are disposed to 
regard Kobe as destined to enjoy this influential 
position, but the lecturer is of opinion that 
Tokyo would be the place, and he can not but 
marvel that the citizens are apparently indifferent 
to the important question of the reconstruction 
We may observe in 
this eennexion that the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
has decided to commence its European service 
on the 15th March, the Zosa Afaru (Capt. Ifé- 
Millan) being thefirst steamer to undertake the 
voyage. As the steamers ordered from abroad 
with the purpose of running on this line can not 
be lauached for some time, the gap will be filled 
y chartergd foreign steamers. Six gieamers will 

e run on the fine, providing a monthly service. 


THE FIRE AT THE CLUB CONCORDIA, KOBE. 
Tue whole of the library at the Club Concordia 
was destroyed in Tuesday’s conflagration. Not 
a book was saved. This is the most serious 
loss that the Club has sustained, as, besides 
other departments, it possessed a remarkably 
extensive collection of works on Japan, and 
many of these it will be impossible now to re- 

lace. The library is roughly estimated as 
eing worth at least 10,000 dollars. The 
fire had obtained such complete hold upon 
the building when it was discovered that 
scarcely anything of importance was saved, so 
that the insurance companies will obtain ¢x- 
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ceedingly little out of the salvage. Very 
great credit is due to the foreign and Japan- 
ese brigades for saving the surrounding pro- 


operation from the beginning of the month. 
Simultaneously with this improvement in the 
printing department, the F7# introduces a new 


perty; fortunately there was a good supply | feature in its literary make-up that promises to be 


of water obtained from one of the fire wells, 


of a great in‘erest, namely, a series of essays by 


and this was sufficient to keep the surrounding|Mr. Fukuzawa, dealing with topics all and 
buildings drenched, so that, there being little}sundry. Mr. Fukuzawa prefaces these essays 


or no wind, there was no difficulty in pre- 
venting the destruction which threatened them. 


with the following note:—‘‘ During the 40 years 
since the opening of the country, its civilization 


The Committee of the English Club have in-|has made remarkable progress. The essence 


vited the members of the Club Concordia to 
make use of their premises for the time being. 
— Chronicle. 


THE TRANSVAAL INCIDENT. 
Tue new Poet Laureate’s verses on the Transvaal 
incident have a noble ring :— 
JAMESON’S RIDE. 
1 


“Wrong! Is it wrong? Well, may be! 
But I’m going, boys, all the same. 
Do they think me a Burgher’s baby, 
To be scared by a scolding name P 
They may argue, and prate, and order ; 
Go, tell them to save their breath : 
Then, over the Transvaal border, 
And gallop for life or death | 
Il. 
‘* Let lawyers and statesmen addile 
Their pates over points of law: 
If sound be our sword, and saddle, 
And gun-gear, who cares one straw ? 
When men of our own blood pray us 
To side to their kinsfolk’s aid, 
Not heaven itself shall stay us 
From the rescue they call a raid. 


i. 
‘There are pitls in the goldereef city, 
There are mothers and children too! 
And they cry, ‘Hurry up! for pity!’ 
So what can a brave man do? 
If even we win, they'll blaine us: 
If we fail, they will howl and hiss, 
But there’s many a man lives famous 
For daring a wrowg like this!” 


lv. 
So we forded and galloped forward, 
As hard as our beasts could pelt, 
First eastward, then trending norward, 
- -- — Right over the rolling veldt ; 
Till we came on the Burghers lying 
In a hollow with bills behind, 
And their bullets came hissing, flying, 
Like hail on an Arctic wind ! 


v. 
Right sweet is the marksman’s rattle, 
And sweeter the cannon’s roar. 
But ‘tis bitterly bad to battle, 
Beleaguered, and one to four, 
I can tell you, it wasn’t a trifle 
To swarm over Krugersdorp glen, 
As they plied us with round and rifle, 
And ploughed us again and again. 


vi, 
Then we made for the goldereef city, 
Retreating, but not in rout, 
They had called to us ‘ Quick ! for pity!’ 
And He said, * They will sally out; 
They will hear us and come. Who doubts it?’ 
But how if they don’t, what then P 
* Well, worry no more about it, 
But fight to the death, like atest.’ 


vil. 
Not a soul had or supped or slumbered 
Since the Borderland stream was cleft; 
But we fought, ever more outnumbered, 
Till we had vot a cartridge left. 
We're not very soft or tender, 
Or given to weep for woe, 
But it breaks one to have to render 
One’s sword to the strongest foe. 
VIII. 
I suppose we were wrong, were madmen, 
Still I think at the Judgment Day. 
When God sifts the good from the bad men, 
There'll be something more to say. 
We were wrong, but we aren’t half sorry, 
And, as one of the baffled band, 
I would rather have had that fora 


Than the crushings of all the Rand.—TZimes. 


THB ‘'JIJI SHINPO.” 
Tus F¥1j1 Shimpo has set up a Hoe printing 


of refinement is not merely confined to externals, 
therefore the knowledge and virtue of the nation 
have unconsciously advanced. It is in that 
way only thal the basis of any independent 
country can be firmly established. Since my 
boyhood I have been fond of social inter- 
course and the circle of my acquaintances Is 
very wide. In the course of conversation 
with my visitors, I have often been attracted to 
topics of which I had but the slightest acquaint- 
ance, but other subjects have drawn from me 
many observations that passed away from my 
mind upon the departure of my guests. Sub- 
sequently it occurred to me that it would be 
worth while to put on record these observations 
of mine; and since last year In my leisure time 
I began to commit thena to paper from memory. 
I have now accumulated about one hundred 
essays on different topica, and have decided to 
publish them, twice or thrice a week, in 
the columns of the $:j¢ Shimpo, from the 
Ist of March. It will be a source of great 
gratification to me if these sketches succeed in 
conveying some impression of my _ senti- 
ments to my readers; and if they are instru- 
mental in smoothing, even to a small extent, 
the amenities of domestic life and social inter- 
course, or strengthening the independence of an 
individual or a family, I shall feel repaid.” The 
first topic of the Fuku-5 hiaku wa (‘One 
Hundred Topics by Aged Fukugawa”) appeared 
on Sunday. It deala with the Universe, its 
vasiness, splendour, and perfection, and then 
passes on to the theories of theologists regard- 
ing the Creation of the Universe through the 
power or God ot Buddia. Whether God @& 
Buddha is the Creator, the essayist leaves te 
other folk to decide, he himself is simply 
amazed when he contemplates the unfathomable, 
mysterious, yet most splendid phenomena of 
the universe, and becomes more than ever bowed 
down by the conviction of the insignifieanee of 
human knowledge. 


REPRESENTATION OF THE TOKYO CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. 
Tue Special Committee of the Tokyo Cham- 
ber of Commerce bas decided to submit a re- 
presentation on national economics to the Go- 
vernment. At the outset the Commitice dwells 
on the necessity of avoiding any sudden change 
in the re-adjustment of the national finance, and 
proceeds to observe that the Government seems 
not to have kept this important point in view in 
framing the financial measures now awaiting the 
approval of the Diet. The Budget for the 
coming fiscal year, as compared wish that of the 
present year, shows an addition of 47,876,000 
yes in the revenue and of 62,795,000 yen in 
expenditures. The estimates of revenue and 
expenditures for the 10 years between the 
2gth and 38th fiscal year show larger in- 
creases. Beginning directly after the goth 
fiscal year, the figures are over 179 mil- 
lions and 180 snillions in revenue and ex- 
penditures respectively, From the 36th year 
onward to the 38ih, the tendency is rather te- 
wards a decrease, and yet, as compared with 
the Budget of the 28th fiscal year, the revenue 
always shows an increment of above 50 million 
yen, and the Expenditures of more than 40 
millions. Such a sudden addition to the na- 
tional burdens can not fail to gravely affect 
the economics of the country. The State rae 
venue during the five years between the 34th 
and 28th fiscal years ranged between 78 millions 
and 92 millions approximately, but taking it at 


machine, capable, it is said, of printing 24,000/90 million yes, the burden per head of the 


copies per hour. The $#ji will hereafter be 
able to go to press much later than its 
present hour, and thus be in «a position 
to supply the Jatest news of the capital 
aud provinces. The new plant was sct iu 


population—which the latest census put at 
41,388,311—was 2.18 yes. If then, the State 
revenue is to be increased by as much as 50 
million yen, then the burden per head rises to 
about 3.40 you. In other words, tbe people are 
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to pay within the short interval of one or two 
years 50 per cent. more taxes than before. Is 
not this an astonishing alteration in national 
burdens? And are the schemes propounded by 
the Government proper ways of arranging the 
national finance, even if the people are able to 
bear the additional burden? The Chamber can 
never believe ‘that the people’s resources are so 
far developed as to warrant the imposition of 
taxes 50 per cent. over those formerly raised. 
There is a certain limit in the development of 
national resources beyond which a_ nation 
cannot go, and when the burden imposed 
exceeds this limit the result is a serious crip- 
pling of those resources. Turning to the actual 
condition of Japan’s foreign commerce be- 
tween the 24th and 28th years, the Committee 
find that the grand total of exports and imports, 
which stood in the first year at 142,450,000 yen, 
rose in the 27th (1894) year to 230,720,000 
yen; and to 265,370,000 yen in the 28th (1895) 
year. Remarkable as this progress may seem at 
first sight, its ratio does not exceed 30 per cent. 
per year on the minimum, while even in 1894, 
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the ‘Harzardous Occupation Table.” 
question was thoroughly fought out; and in the 
course of the argument it was contended that, 
unless a man in foreign service were entitled to 
receive the benefits of the Order, his Lodge 
should not accept his contributions ; but against 
this argument it was explained that many mem. 
bers preferred to forego any benefits to which 
they might be entitled, so long as they could re- 
main a member of the Lodge, and so provide 
for the event of a future return to England. 
Upon a vote being taken, it was resolved that 
the rule remain as at present. 


CUSTOMS RETURNS, 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for January, showing the foreign trade 
of the Empire for the month :— 


WEEKLY MAIL. 


The 


1896, 


SILVER Ven, 


Exports sessseseseeel 2,704, 158.9Q6++0s0:008 7,742, 





CUSTOMS DUTIR«e 


942.390 


862,419.680..+.+0+4. 14,272,188 440 





22,015,150.790 
6,529,226.090 


when the country’s progress was most significant, | Exports ..ccssssssscessesseseseecesseseescecesse 102,236.2§3 
the ratio did not reach 30 per cent. As to the TMPOTts ...scercesse revere scoconersssecceserscnene 455 ,480.806 
development of national production at large, it | Miscellaneous ...scscscseseesseseeseees cesses w+ §=18,252.183 


is not possible to arrive at any precise figures, 
but that it must be far less rapid than that of 
commerce can be affirmed without hesitation. 
Can it be said then, that the imposition of 50 
per cent. additional taxes from the 2gth year is 
commensurate with the national capacities? 
Some folks are of opinion that the steadily in- 
creasing activity in industrial and business 
affairs in recent years in Japan was not parti- 
cularly affected by the War, and taking thatasa 
clear proof of a marked development in national 
resources, argue that no apprehensions need he 
entertained as to the effect of so largely increas- 
ing the national taxation. The Chamber thinks 
that the marked commercial activity of Japan 
during the past two years is principally due to 
the fallin the gold price of silver. The influence 
of this depreciation of silver is comparable to that 
of adepreciationof paper currency, and therefore 
when the ratio between gold and silver is restored 
fo a normal figure, Japan may be plunged into 
just such a terrible depression as followed when 
the paper carrencyrecovered its relative value and 
became at par with silver,now some 11 years ago. 
Again the main reason why Japan’s industry and 
commerce were not materially affected by the 
War, was that a large portion of the money dis- 
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370,cat.c§0 
3°1,708,360 


1,060.950 
9:931.970 
219.450 
224.000 
630,213.890 


45 O00 
2,442,695.000 


125, 209.100 
1§0,75° 
28,422.490 
28,993.890 
34,604.650 


Imports, 
Silver Yen. 
1,908,§29.210 

7O1,722.990 
1,400,45 §.§90 

581,641.160 


288,595.560 
24,742.150 


481,733.510 
1,282,390.850 
23$1,069.300 
127,392.030 
37,049.320 
1,038.200 
2,642.5 
4324-5 
2,208.400 
43.200 
+220 
159.130 
88.000 


8,483,966.s20 
2,970,760 
nee 
198,862.78 


66,646.990 





7,$23,326.170 %4,272,188.440 





Teh scasecsscctasdcescasvaccce teteeeseseee 575,968.642 


TOTAL VALUE OF BXPORTs TO AND IMPORTS FROM VARIOUS FOREION 
COUNTRI&S, 


Total. 
Silver Yen, 
9,494,603 600 
#,19%,556.370 
¥,770,476.620 

883,349.5#0 


189,656.510 
34:664.120 
$,002.830 
1,482.160 
6,197,612.c1ro 
%:608,631.850 
74395,990.330 
231,069.300 
118,994,130 
113,855.490 
34,008,200 
26,443.110 
5,755-880 
2.933.400 
3,107.209 
220 

350.120 
133.000 
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21,795,514.610 
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41300,987.000 6,435,595.720 10,726,583.720 





bursed as war outlays was again drawn into aa ca NGM E LS ag st Aah ae esr ae 
the interior, and the augmentation of the ts sane a nee ome 
volume of currency enabled the market to pre-|shimonoseki....”, 278,575.88 —84,$s0460_368,9a6 too 
sent for a while a lively aspect. The Chamber | Mo) i ceencwnn 258)897-500 ‘es Rg Apna 
can not regard these signs as really indicative | Idzugahara.................. 481.630 —16,288.2f0 16,669.80 
of the development of the national resources, |Siuna ee Rlg | HESATS Mane 
and must hold that it is extremely dangerons to | Muroran.vvvsvssswsssen 41373.260 = 4+373.260 
base the future financial adjustmenis of the coun- | C8 adie i 379547.000 
, J ‘ ‘ Exports...ssecseeee 4,567,008.200 

try on a foundation of temporary phenomena. | Specie and Bullion { Imports... 61,183,650 
HONGKONG AND THE PLAGUE. DOHA sisdieswsinc edhousaaies reseees 4,628,191.850 

Tuer Hongkong papers are doing their best to| Excess of exports .sssssssessecseesseveeeeens 4,505,824.550 


prevent a panic in connection with the reported 
outbreak of the plague. Says the morning 
journal :—Alarmist reports appear to be in cir- 
culation outside the colony with reference to 
the plague. It may be well to state, therefore, 
that only sporadic cases are occurring and that 
the disease is notepidemic. The total number 
of deaths since the beginning of the year is 154, 
giving an average of three per day. No alarm 
is felt by the authorities, but every precaution 
is of course being taken to prevent the spread 
of the disease. 


birds. 





ee a ee ee Hiroshige. 
AN INTERESTING DECISION, 

AT the Southampton District meeting of the 
Manchester Unity of Oddfellows, recently held 
at Eastleigh, there was an interesting discussion 
upon a point raised by P.P.G.M. Naylor (of the 
Lord Lennox Lodge, Portsmouth), A member 
of that Lodge, it seemed, entered the Chinese 
Navy, and was one of those killed in the recent 
war with Japan. As he was serving in the ser- 
vice of a foreign State, the Rules of the Order 
would not permit of his relatives receiving the 
usual death allowance. The initiator of the de- 
bate sought to have the rules so amended as to 
allow members in foreign services to pay under 


find themselves. 


ron from Korea. 


visit home. 
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VALUR OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY JAPANESR MaRCMANTS AND 


( Exports ..,,... $918:413-790 
U Imports ...... 4,971, 


82.480 
48,858.650 


JAPANKSE PRINTS IN 1.ONDON. 
Durine January a collection of Japanese colour- 
ed prints was opened at the Goupil Gallery. 
It is professedly confined to landscape subjects, 
and includes some fine flower pieces and a few 
The flower pieces are admirable—an 
iris especially. Nearly all the work is that of 
‘Lhe speciality, perhaps, of this 
particular collection, says a metropolitan paper, 
is the extraordinary condition in which the prints 


They might, for the most part, 


MR. DE SPEYER. 
H.ILR.M. cruiser Zadiaka has made a quick 


have issued from the press but yesterday, 


She conveyed M. de Speyer, 


HONGKONG RACES. 
Mr. ‘‘Joun Pest” was the most successful 
owner at the Hongkong races. 


the Russian Minister, who takes charge of the 
Russian Legation at Tokyo during M. Hitrovo’s 


He was six 
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times first, seven times second, four times third, 
and thirteen times unplaced. Next to him was 
Mr. “ Buxey” with 6, 6, 5, and 12. Among 
the jockeys was Mr. Gresson, of Yokohama. 
He had 13 mounts, but only won one race, 
Mr. Master's record (the top of the list) was, 
29 mounts, 9g firsts, 8 seconds, 3 thirds, and g 
unplaced, 


MR. MORTIMER MENPRS. 

Mr. Mortimer Menpss, the well-known artist, 
is coming up from Hongkong on the P. & O. 
steamer Verona. He is accompanied by his 
wife and children, Mr. Menpes will make an- 
other sketching tour through Japau—it is eight 
years ago since he was here—and intends 
devoting himself more particularly to the 
cherry-blooms. 





DISASTROUS RXPLOSION AT KIANGYIN, 
Tue China Gasetfe of the 26th ult. says it was 
reported among the Chinese that day that the 
powder-magazine at Kiangyin forts exploded 
with disastrous results, 200 of the garrison be- 
ing killed. 


A NEW ISSUE OF WAR BONDS. 
nara vats 


Our readers are aware that for some time 
there has been talk of a new issue of War 
Bonds, the sum mentioned being 30. million 
yen. The necessity for such a step is easily 
understood when we come to examine the ex- 
penditures incurred in connection with the war. 
It must be premised, however, that exact figures 
are not yet forthcoming: approximations only 
areathand. Up to the end of the present 
fiscal year, that is, up to March 31st, the total 
war expenditures were recently estimated at 
225 million yen. That estimate having been 
made, however, before the latest insurrection 
broke out in Formosa, we shall probably be 
nearer the mark if we set down the expenditure 
at 230 millions. To meet this outlay the fol- 
lowing sums have been actually available :— 

Yen. 


Surplus Revenue up to March, 1895... 35,090,000 
War Loan (portion actually raised).. 81,800,000 





Voluntar y Contributions to War 
Fund eteeree DAP eT ee 2 3,880,000 
120,770,000 


This leaves, roughly speaking, 110 million yen 
to be provided, and the proposed method of 
providing it has hitherto been expected to be 
an appropriation of 80 millions from the Chinese 
indemnity, supplemented by a further issue of 
War Bonds to the extent of 30 millions. The 
issue is now announced, but its total is 35 mil- 
lions, not 30 millions. The whole amount, 
however, is not tobe raised by public subscrip- 
tion, Twenty-five millions worth of the Bonds 
are to be handed to the Bank of Japan in part 
payment of the Government debt (414 millions) 
to it, and 10 millions only are to be offered in 
the open market, the rate of interest being 5 
percent., and the minimum selling price of 
the Bonds, 100 yen, namely, their face value. 
Tenders are invited at the Bank of Japan and 
its branches or agencies from the 16th to the 
21stinstant, ten yes per Bond being required to 
accompany the application. By the 31st instant 
the sums assigned to the various tenderers will 
be announced through the Bank of Japan, and it 
will then be necessary that any premium offered 
by the successful tenderers, over and above 
the face value of the Bonds, should be paid at 
once, the ten yew sent in at the time of tender 
being retained as the first installment. The 
various installments and times of payment are 
as follow :— 


1st Installment... ro Yen...... By March ist, 1896. 
and Installment... 10 gy ...... Between April 26th and goth, 1896. 
3rd Installment... 20 ,, « Between May 6th and goth, 1896. 


4th Installment... . +e Between June 16th and 30th, 1896, 


sth Installment... 10 4) «4... Between July 16th and gzst, 1896. 
6th Installment .,, 20 ,, « Hetween Aug. 27th an gist, 1896. 
nth Installment... 10 45 ...00 Between Sept. 26th and 30th, 1896, 
8th Installment... fo 4, «..... Between Oct. 16th and goth, 1896, 


This issue is watched with some curiosity. 
The old War Bonds are now quoted at 100, 
though over two months’ interest is due upon 
them. Thus their true market value is only 
99 approximately. It seems doubtful, under 
such circumstances, whether the public will be 
willing to purchase the new Bonds at 100. 
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FAPAN'S NEW TREA T¥ WITH 
CHINA. 
——_—_—_——_>- 





His Excellency Earl Li having been ordered 


to proceed to Russia as China’s Representative 
on the occasion of the Czar’s Coronation, has 
of course been obliged to give up his appoint- 
ment of. Plenipotentiary for negotiating the new 
The celebrat- 
ed and once all-powerful Viceroy has been re- 
placed In the latter post by His Excellency 
Chang, formerly Chinese Representative in 


Commercial Treaty with Japan. 


Washington, and well known in the East as the 


Envoy despatched by the Middle Kingdom to 
Hiroshima in February, 1895, for the purpose 
of opening a peace conference—a purpose de- 
feated by the imperfect character of his cre- 
dentials. It might be supposed that this change 
of Plenipotentiaries would impede the progress 
of the Commercial Treaty’s negotiation, but no 
such apprehension appears to be entertained 
in Tokyo. Chang, it is said, will take up the 
conference at the point to which has sagt 

8 
for the Treaty, though much dissatisfaction has 
been expressed by politicians of the Opposition 
on account of the delay attending its con- 
clusion, the progress thus far made does not 
deserve such criticism. About one half of the 
articles have been discussed, and while no de- 
finite agreement has been reached on some 
points, the interval separating the negotiators 


carried by his illustrious predecessor. 


is believed to be capable of bridging without 


difficulty. We can not tell whether Japan will 
be able to obtain any concessions over and above 
She 
will naturally endeavour to do 80, and if she 
succeeds, all the Treaty Powers will benefit 
equally with herself. Meanwhile, the impatience 
evinced by some of her people to have the new 
Treaty concluded is not practically justified. 
Pending its conclusion, her subjects are en- 
titled—according to the Shimonoseki Treaty of 
Peace—to receive most-favoured-nation treat- 
ment, and they can scarcely hope that the 


those embodied in the existing treaties. 


privileges secured to them by the new Treaty 


will be greater than those enjoyed under that 
It has been complained, indeed, 

y turbulent members of the House of Re- 
presentatives that China is not keeping faith with 
Japan, and that, instead of excepting from duty 
certain Japanese staples that are admitted duty- 
free when imported by foreigners, she continues 
to levy upon them the same rates as she did prior 
to the conclusion of the Shimonoseki Treaty. 
We believe that such was the case for a time, but 
the Japanese merchants were themselves to 
blame for not protesting against the discrimina- 
tion. For example, foreign wines, tobacco, and 
cigarettes pass into China duty-free, whereas an 
import duty used to be levied upon correspond- 
ing products sent from Japan, The Chinese 
Customs at Shanghai continued to follow the 
rules of the old tariff—innocently enough, no 
doubt—for some time after the conclusion of 
the Shimonoseki Treaty, and the Japanese im- 
porters were blind enough to make no protest to 
their Consul. When they did protest, a telegram 
from Tokyo to Pekin set the matter right at once. 


agate 





| F i UNCH OF THE “' YASHIMA KAN.” 


a 


One of Japan’s two new line-of-battle ships, 
the Vashima, was launched successfully from 
Lord Armstrong and Company’s yard on the 
The order for this fine vessel] did 
not, we believe, reach the Armstrong Company 
until after the order for the sister ship, the 
Fuji-yama was given to the Thames Iron Works 
Lord Armstrong and Company 
have therefore again demonstrated the rapidity 


28th ultimo. 


Company. 


of their work. The Vashimea will probably be 
ready to come eastward in about a year. 


get through the Suez Canal. Yashima, we may 
mention, is the name of a place in the province 
of Sanuki, where sto 
the Taira in their final struggle with the Mina- 
toto clan. Munemori was driven from Yashi- 
ma by Yoshitsune, and a little later the Hei men 
fought their concluding fight at Dan-no-ura. 
a 












Her 
draught being only 27} feet, she can doubtless 


y | the world do not admit of the separate organl- 
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THE SHIMPO-TO. 


———-_—$<»——_— 


The opening ceremony of the much talked of 
amalgamated Opposition, the Shémpo-to (‘‘ Pro- 
gressive Party.”), was held at last on the rst 
More than 
300 persons, of whom 72 were members of 
Mr. 
Kusumoto, President of the House of Repre- 
Drafts 
embodying the platform, the by-laws, and the 
Manifesto of the Party were then discussed and 
adopted with the unanimous appoval of those 
present. Mr. Taguchiread the following Mani- 
festo amid enthusiastic cheers by the audience: 
—‘ The state of affairs both at home and abroad 
In 
holding its opening ceremony, we think it ex- 
pedient to announce to the public at large, and 
especially to our compatriots, the causes that 
Our party intends to 
inaugarate the system of Responsible Cabinets 
by steady pursuit of progressive principles; lo 
assert the national rights by remodelling the 
empire’s foreign policy; and to manage the 
such a manner as to 
encourage the development of popular in- 
dustry and commerce,—intends, in short, 
to attain the reality of Constitutional Govern- 
ment, thus completing the grand work of the 


inst, at the Atago-kan in Tokyo. 


Parliament, attended the ceremony. 


sentatives, was installed in the Chair. 


has led us to set up a new political party. 


uaoderlie this movement. 


national finance in 


Restoration, enhancing the dignity of the Im- 
perial Court, and promoting the rights and wel- 


fare of the people. In other words, the Party aims 
at perfecting the civilization of the whole realm. 


‘*At the commencement of the Restoration 


period, the Emperor firmly fixed the great policy 
of the State, and proclaimed throughout his 


realm that, assembling men of ability and know- 
ledge, he should cause national affairs to be 
determined by public discussion. Three de- 


cades have elapsed since then, and in the 


meanwhile the Constitution has been promul- 


gated, setting forth in clear, precise terms the 


limits of the Imperial Prerogatives, the re- 
sponsibility of the Cabinet Ministers, and the 
rights of the people. 
Crown, still adhering to old-fashioned methods, 
interfere with freedom of speech and public 
meeting, and set restraints upon the manifesta- 
tion of public opinion ; while, by arbitrarily dis- 
solving the House of Representatives, and fre- 
quently committing blunders in foreigu policy, 
they have lost credit and influence both at home 


and abroad. How can His Majesty’s subjects 
witness such a state of affairs with indifference? 


Therefore, this Party aims at reforming the 
Government and amending the laws of tax- 
ation, so as to retrench superflous expendi- 
tures and to appropriate the savings thus effect- 
ed to important State outlays; to the end that, 


by keeping perpetually in view the virtues of 


thrift and simplicity, the spirit of progress and 
enterprise may be awakened, and the admini- 
atrative principles of the Empire improved. 

“This Party is of opinion that in order to 
complete the grand work commenced at the 
Restoration, and to successfully further the Im- 
perial policy of opening up resources that lie 
even beyond the seas, the nation’s foreign policy 
must primarily be remodelled and the empire’s 
prestige extended. The foreign policy hitherto 
pursued by the Government has been of a 
nature calculated toimpair the prestigeand glory 
of the State, especially that adopted at the end 
of the war against China and also towards Korea. 
Affairs in the Far East are now going from bad 
to worse. Dangers that impend over neigh- 
bouring countries grow daily more imminent. 
How, then, is it possible to preserve the coun- 
try against disasters from abroad unless the 
nation be roused to such energy as shall suffice to 
hold in check the angriest waves? In consider- 
ation of no accidental causes, therefore, does 
this Party maintain a policy of expanding 
diplomacy and resolve to carry it out. 

‘Seeing that the actual state of affairs in this 
Empire and the general tendency throughout 


zation of small political sections, the vari- 
ous branches of the Opposition have been 
dissolved for the purpose of being fused into 
one great party. The result is the birth of the 
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Yet the Ministers of the 
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Shimpo-to. It has enunciated its platform, 
has proclaimed its manifesto, strong in its pur- 
pose of furthering the consummation of the 
grand work of the second Restoration. Let 
patriots that share the views here enunciated 
come forth and join the undertaking.” 

The reading of the manifesto concladed, Mr. 
Shimada Saburo delivered a short speech ap- 
propriate to the occasion. In achieving any- 
thing, he said, it is necessary to work in con- 
formity with the natural course of events 
and the trend of public opinion. The success- 
ful formation of the Shimpo-¢o, though mainly 
attributable to the earnest efforts of the projec- 
tors, must be partly due to the fact that it is in 
harmony with the natural course of events and 
the trend of public opinion. The corruption 
and surrender of the Liberals make the consum- 
mation of Responsible Cabinets still more urgent, 
while the backwardness of the country’s foreign 
policy renders self-assertive diplomacy still 
more essential. On these two principles a great 
political party has been organized, and the 
organization must, therefore, be considered con- 
sonant with the dictates of the natural course 
of events. 

The Standing Committee (30) and managers 
(3) were then nominated by Mr. Kusumoto, 
the former consisting of Messrs. Inukai Ki, 
Ozaki Yukio, Huseba Junko, Hatoyama Kazuo, 
Ohigashi Gitetsu, Taguchi Ukichi, Shiga Shige- 
taka, and so forth, in all 27, leaving 3 to be 
subsequently nominated. 
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PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND MILITARY 
SERVICE. 


ee. 2 aie 

According to a decision of the Department of 
Education arrived at some time ago, pupils that 
have studied and graduated in private elemen- 
tary schools are allowed to enter Government 
Middle Class Schools without being required to 
pass an examination. The proprietors of the 
chief private schools of the capital are now en- 
deavouring to obtain another privilege, namely, 
exemption from military service as granted to 
students in Government schools. Asis perhaps 
known to our readers, such students are not 
entirely exempt fromservice. They are required 
to serve for a year in order to fit them for form- 
ing part of the Reserve. The reason for the 
action of the private schools in this matter is to 
be sought in a recent decision of the Government 
bearing on the enlargement of the Army. Re- 
cruits for the additions to be made to the existing 
force will be largely drawn from the ranks of 
private schools students. It is argued by the 
promoters of the movement that, in a matter 
where the country’s honour and protection are 
concerned, no invidious distinctions between 
students of Government and private schools 
should be made. This seems a reasonable 
view. While it is no doubt the duty of the 
Department of Education to insist on a certain 
standard being reached by private schools, it 
is most desirable that in every respect such 
schools should enjoy the same privileges as are 
granted to Government institutions. 
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MARQUIS VFAMAGATA. 
——____————__— 

His Excellency Marquis Yamagata has been 
attacked by influenza, and there seeins to be 
little expectation of his being able to start for 
Europe on the 8th instant, as originally intend- 
ed. It is hoped, however, that the postpone- 
ment will not be longer than the 15th instant. 











FAPAN EXPECTED. 
ease es a 

The British residents of Chungking seem ¢ 
be waiting anxiously for the actual opening o 
the port by the Japanese. At present the re- 
strictions placed upon the transaction of busi- 
ness by vexatious Custoins regulations are of a 
most baffling character, and there is apparently 
no prospect of any improvement until new re- 
gulations are required by the Japanese. 
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A that the disgraceful disorders occurring in the 
\peninsula should mark an epoch when the ad- 
aministration of Korean affairs is conducted from 
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RUSSIA AND FAPAN IN KOREA. 
>_> 

Eleven peaceful Japanese subjects, including 
one woman, have been foully murdered by 
Korean rioters since the coup d'é/d¢ of February 
t1th. The Tokyo Government is showing re- 
solute patience in the presence of these outrages. 
It appreciates the powerless of the Korean exe- 
cutive to deal with the anarchy now prevailing 
in the peninsula, and refraina from preferring 
demands that must tend only to precipitate a 
more acate crisis. It is unfortunate for Russia 


‘within the walls of the Russian Legation. MM. 
ide Speyer and Waeber, the Representatives of 
fhe Great Northern Power in Korea—who, of 

ourse, acted without the anthority of the 
Fabia in St. Petersbarg—cannot have ap- 
preciated the extreme difficulties that had beset 
Japan’s unobtrusive efforts to maintain order 
and inaugurate progress, or they would not have 
lightly lent the authority of their country's flag 
to a cabal bent upon upsetting all that had been 


or strength to build anything stable on the ruins. 
It must at least be said to Japan’s credit that 
she never incurred the danger of provoking 
disorders without making provision of means 
to quell them. But Russia’s agents appear 
to have thought that a hundred marines and 
one field-piece, to guard the enclosure of a 
foreign Legation where the King and his Cabi- 
net were hiding from a nation that they dare 
not attempt to govern openly, would suffice to 
meet the wants of a situation amounting to 
7something very like anarchy. That is not 
Russia’s wonted way of doing things; she is 
nothing if not thorough. But in truth she 
labours under disadvantages cognate with those 
that impeded Japan’s efforts to civilize the 
peninsula. Even if she were prepared to at- 
tempt anything immediately against the inde- 
pendence of Korea—prepared, in other words, 
to assume the control of administrative affairs 
there, she is barred by her pledge given when 
England evacuated Port Hamilton in 1886, and 
still more by her association with Germany and 
France, who joined her in forcing Japan out of 
Lioatung on the explicit ground of preserving 
Korean independence. Her interference in 
Korea must partake, therefore, of the impo- 
tence for conclusive results that has crippled 
Japan also. Japan, however, has one bright 
page in her record. Throughout the whole 
time of Count Inouye’s residence in SSul, Korea 
remained comparatively tranquil. There were 
no political émeutes in the capital, and the re- 
maining disturbances of the Tonghaks in the 
provinces were steadily and successfully quel- 
led. Count Inouye showed that Japan was 
competent to solve the Korean problem were 
she suffered to pursue the undertaking without 
jealous interruption from abroad. But Count 
Inouye’s conception of the real inwardness of 
the situation, his conviction that only by a gene- 
ral agreement on the part of the Western Powers 
could a complete remedy be applied, was not 
at that time shared by the Tokyo Cabinet. He 


4 returned to Japan, only to hear of disorder suc- 


8, 


ceeding disorder in his absence, and to see his 
foresight confirmed by events that now neces- 
sitate the course he then advocated. 
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MORAL EDUCATION. 


nA nn canoe 

In an article entitled ‘‘ The Education of the 
Young,” the F177 Shimpo discusses the present 
method of teaching morality in Japan. We re- 
produce the article in our own words for the 
sake of the information it furnishes, though wé 
are by no means able to endorse some of the 
statements which it contains. 

There are cases when the teaching of the 
Confucian morality, and the inculcation of such 
virtues as loyally, benevolence, and justice may 
be carried on in a way that does more harm 
than good. It is customary with most people 
to lay great stress on verbal instruction in morals 
and to argue as though the characters of young 


order to wreak a more crushing vengeance the 


virtue. 





people depend entirely on the moral theories and 
lessons which are placed before them at school. 
Such is not our opinion. The proverb which 
avers that ‘‘ it is better to see once than hear a 
hundred times,” is specially true of morals. One 
virtuous action seen makes more impression on 
the mind than one hundred actions that are 
merely heard of. Thus it comes to pass that 
however eloquent may be the moral lectures of 
the school teacher, the effect produced entirely 
depends on his conduct in every day life, as 
pupils take far more notice of what he does 
than of what he says. But though theoretical 
teaching excercises only a limited amount of 
influence, it is most desirable that when it 
is undertaken it should be something different 
from what is common in our elementary schools ; 
where the usual practice is to hold up as models 
for the young the musty lives of old Chinese 
sages, whose whole character is out of touch 
with the spirit of modern days; or even worse, 
to draw attention to the conduct of noted an- 
cients who were drunkards or madmen, and 
endeavour to make them standards of virtue to 
youths of the present generation. This kind of 
teaching never effects good results. If any 
moral stimulus were to be obtained by a study 
of the lives of Chinese sages, surely the Chinese 
of the present day would show some signs of 
being benefited by such a stimulus. The good 
deeds of their ancestors have been drummed 
into the ears of generations of Chinese students 
bsolutely to no purpose. The present race of 
hinese are a degenerate set. Absence of 
irtue (fugt futoku) may be said to be their 
ational characteristic. In plausibility of spirit 
nd manner, in the concealment of feeling in 


descendants of Confucius and Mencius are not 
to be surpassed. It would seem as though all 
the different forms of wickedness known in the 
world were collected here; as though China 
were of all places under heaven the very den of 
inquity. And yet thisis the country from which 
mosf of one teachers derive their models of 


There are some who contend that, though 
verbal instruction in morals may not be suffi- 
cient unless backed by living examples of 
virtue, it nevertheless effects no little good in 
enabling men to distinguish between what is 
right and what is wrong. When the thief who 
is asked whether thieving is right replies in the 
negative, he does so by means of theoretical 
knowledge of right and wrong which has been 
imparted to him in his youth, There is some 
truth in this remark. Butit does not go very 
far. The knowledge acquired by the thief 
referred to is of no use to him, except it be to 
impress on him the importance of keeping up 
appearances, of the necessity of seeming to be 
virtuous in order to be respectable in a world 
where the name if not the thing called virtue is 
held in high regard. Theoretical knowledge 
unaccompanied by other influences manufac- 
tures hypocrites. 


There are teachers who argue that the ques- 
tion of sincerity or insincerity, of the consist- 
ency or inconsistency of teachers does not 
make it less a duty to place before the young 
a high standard of virtue. Even though the 
standard be in practice unattainable, it furnishes 
a model anda guide to those who otherwise 
would have nothing but their own inclinations to 
follow. This cannot be denied. But to our 
minds it appears that there are no men who do 
so much harm to morals generally as the 
eloquent hypocrites who extol virtue while 
they practise vice. Of all bad men they 
are the most contemptible. In the criminal who 
confesses his crime there is something which we 
can respect. The amount of harm which such 
a man does is limited. He appears what he 
is and deceives no one. But the man who by 
plausible speeches and by appearing in the garb 
of virtue wins confidence and respect of his 
fellow-men in order the better to carry out his 
sinister purposes, is the most hateful of all 
humour beings. 

Since the results of all moral verbal teaching 
are so poor, as acknowledged on all sides, it is 
somewhat surprising that no steps are taken to 
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substitute some more useful branch of know- 
ledge in ourschools. Butin this asin so many 
other things men are not free to act as they 
please. Habit is second nature. While there 
are numbers of school teachers and others who 
agree with most of what we have said about the 
defects and uselessness of the ethical instruction 
now imparted, they are too much the slaves of 
tradition and the worshippers of precedent to 
advocate a change. The subject we should 
like to see substituted for moral teaching is 
health—the care and management of the body, 
a subject concerning which there is a lament- 
able amount of ignorance, especially among 
the lower classes. It is most common for 
people of this class to linger between life and 
death for days and weeks without any proper 
treatment. They rely on quack medicines, 
charms, and prayers to the gods, and thus 
too often destroy lives which might have been 
saved. The popularity of quack medicines 
is proved by the number of advertisements one 
sees every day. There is no complaint that 
these wonderful specifics cannot cure. There is 
a medicine prescribed for lovers whose affec- 
tions towards each other have waned and for 
married couples who are wearied of: each other's 
company. There are restoratives for the weak, 
eye lotions for the blind, ‘‘soul restoring ” pills 
for the dying. We are told by the vendors of 
these mixtures that compound of red dragon 
fly is a sure cure forthe croup, and that soot 
taken from the bottom of a saucepan and 
placed on the lips of a child who is in the habit 
of howling in the night will effectually prevent 
the recurrence of this hateful practice. It isto 
education that we must look for the enlighten- 
ment of the lower orders in respect to the 
preservation of hearth and the treatment of dis- 
ease. It is because so little is known about 
physiology and kindred subjects that the 
specifics of charlatans are so highly thought of. 
Nothing gives us more pleasure than to see how 
Sanitary Associations are springing up every- 
where and how great is the attention being paid 
to sanitary precautions by the leading residents 
of numerous towns. But to make sanitary re- 
form thorough it is necessary to teach the ele- 
ments of sanitary science in our common 
schools and this might well take the place of 
the dry and unless moral discourses which some 
teachers are in the habit of delivering. 


* 

It is perhaps almost unnecessary to point 
out that many of the statements of this article 
are gross exaggerations. Nothing could be 
more unjust and further from the truth than 
the remarks referring to the Chinese. The 
Fifi Shimpo has of late shown little of its 
usual fairness and impartiality when writing 
of the Chinese. No one who has studied the 
works of men who have spent all their lives in 
China can have any doubt as to the Chinese 
being endowed with a number of excellent 
moral qualities. The views of many Japanese 
writers, we observe, have undergone a great 
transformation in reference to Confucian teach- 
ing since the war. Such writers seem inclined 
to blame China’s moral code for the cowardice 
displayed in the baltleheld last year. To us 
there seems to be no connection whatever be- 
tween China's moral standard and her action «& 
during the war. It is, moreover, untrue to say 
that the Chinese are inherently and necessarily 
cowards. They fought well enough in ancient 
times and even in comparatively modern times, 
under Gordon. Their great want has in recent 
years been plucky leaders and somethiag to y 
fight for. With a government so hated as the 
present Chinese government it is not surprising 
that the true military spirit is non-existent. That 
all moral teaching should be banished from the 
schools because certain instructors are resort- 
ing to ineffective methods of inculcating moral 
lessons is not an argument likely to carry 
weight with the majority of the Féi’s readers. 
There is no doubt room for great improvement 
in the manner of teaching ethics to the young. 
But that the subject can be made both interest- 
ing and instructive has been proved by not a 
few successful teachers engaged in this branch 
of education. 
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A SHANGHAI JOURNAL ON THE 


EASTERN QUESTION. 
——_—_—____—_- 


E cannot but admire the tenacity of 

the N.-C. Datly News in seeking to 
prejudice public opinion against Japan. 
The Shanghai journal is evidently re- 
solved to cling to its extraordinary notion 
that the Tokyo Cabinet sent Viscount 
Miura to Korea expressly for the purpose 
of murdering the QUEEN, and substituting 
a policy of violence and bloodshed for the 
conciliatory and prudent course pursued 
by his distinguished predecessor, Count 
INOUYE. It is much to be original in 


these times, and the M.-C. Daily News 


may claim the distinction of being the first 
newspaper in the wide world to allege 
that a government can be considered to 


have directed and approved acts for 
taking part in which it recalls its Re- 


presentative, deprives him of office, and 
prosecutes him before a criminal court. 
With the exception of the Editor of the 
N.-C. Daily News, we doubt whether 
a single intelligent foreigner in the 
Far East believes that a Japanese Cabinet 
presided over by Marquis ITO, entrusting 
the general conduct of its foreign policy 
to Count MuTsu, and deriving its special 
inspiration about Korean affairs from 
Count INOUYE, would plan such a wild, 
disastrous, and disgraceful freak as that 
perpetrated by Viscount Miura. The 
veriest tyro in international affairs must 
have well understood that a coup like 
that of October 8th was calculated above 
all things to paralyze Japan’s hands in 
Korea and to promote the results that she 
most desired to avert. The N.-C. Daily 
News further persists in asserting that the 
Hiroshima Court acted under instructions 
from the Cabinet in Tokyo when it releas- 
ed Viscount MiuRA. Nothing is easier 
than to formulate such suspicions. Evil 
motives and illegal actions being unfor- 
tunately common in all human societies, 
the privilege of being sometimes right 
must of necessity be enjoyed by critics 
whose rule is to take the worst possible 
view of everything. Their constantly 
baseless slanders do not entail discredit 
proportionate to the applause elicited by 
their occasionally successful criticisms. 
We should have thought, however, that the 
leading Shanghai journal would not be con- 
tent to play the ré/e of an angler for acci- 
dental truths in a sea of promiscuous libels. 
But in saying that we admire its tenacity, 
we did not refer to the MiuRA scandal 
only, but also to our contemporary’s 
persistent perversion of the history of 
the recent war. “If Japan,” it says in an 
issue just to hand, ‘‘had not wanted a 
war in 1894, she could have come to an 
arrangement with China for the super- 
vision of the Government of Korea.” 
What on earth is to be said of such an 
assertion? If there is one thing more 
clearly established than another by the 
correspondence that passed between the 
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two Governments—cerrespondence pub- 
lished more than a year ago—it is that 
Japan asked China to come to precisely 
such an arrangement, and that China’s 
refusal to do so was the proximate cause 
of hostilities between the two empires. 
In fact, Japan did exactly what she is 
accused of not doing by the Shanghai 
journal, and China declined to do what 
she is credited with having done. There 
is no limit to the theories that can be for- 
mulated by twisting data into whatever 
form the theorists find convenient for the 
purposes of their argument. Similar just- 
ice and consistency distinguislrthe Shang- 
hai journal’s review of Japan’s procedure 
in Korea. Every mistake that has been 
made there since China was driven out, 
every political crime that has been com- 
mitted, every blundering or premature 
reform that has been altempted, is laid at 
Japan’s door. But so soon as Russia steps 
in, the breath of criticism is bated. ‘‘ What 
the Korean unaided could not do,” we are 
told, ‘‘the Russians have now done for 
them. They have taken the KING and 
the Crown Prince from the power of his 
enemies and put them in safety under the 
Russian flag. They have taken the Tal- 
WON-KUN and his grandson Li CHAI-MEN, 
and hold them securely. They have sent 
the usurping Cabinet packing, two of the 
Ministers having been killed in the tumult, 
and the others having the death penalty 
hanging over them if they are found. 
* * * Of this Cabinet then, two mem- 
bers are killed and the rest are fugitives ; 
but it is doubtful whether they will be able 
to make good their escape. * * * * 
A new Cabinet has now been formed 
under Russian protection. Weknow that 
it is the conviction of Mr. WAEBER, the 
Russian Chargé at Séul, that the Koreans 
can govern themselves successfully if they 
are let alone. The best thing to be hoped 
now for the country is, that there will be 
no more interference on the part of Japan 
or any other Power, but that the KING 
and his new Cabinet will be left for a little 
while to see it they can rule Korea; and 
that the Western Powers will agree to 
secure them a fair field and no favour.” 
There is an unmistakable ring of applause 
in all this. The brutal murder of two 
Ministers of State is spoken of as an in- 
cident to be exulted over. The fact that 
the other members of the Cabinet have the 
death penalty hanging over them, is re- 
garded as joyful intelligence, and the 
probability of their being unable to escape 
is mentioned as capping the pleasant 
story. The Japanese are called ‘ene- 
mies” of the KING and Crown Prince 
of Korea. The Kim Cabinet, the Cabinet 
of reform, which had been in power with 
due recognition since October last, is 
dubbed a “usurping Cabinet,” and the 
Cabinet that has been “formed under 
Russian protection,” formed by assassi- 
nating as many members of the previous 
Cabinet as could be captured, and con- 


demning the others to death without trial 
of any kind, is written of as a legitimate 
and proper Ministry. As for Russia, she 
is accredited with having managed the 
whole coup a’étdt, or at any rate supplied 
the force that made it feasible, yet the 
savageries that accompanied it are not re- 
ferred to as reflecting any blame what- 
ever on her. Is it within the range of 
human capacities to be more flagrantly 
partial? No critic of Russia’s attitude in 
this affair has damned her so thoroughly 
as her Shanghai admirer’s naive assump- 
tion that she contrived and controlled 
the whole business, and that it must con- 
sequently have been a good business. 
But the crowning comicality of the Shang- 
hai journal’s views is contained in the 
closing clauses, where we read that ‘Mr. 
WAEBER, the Russian Chargéat Séul, iscon- 
vinced that the Koreans can govern them- 
selves successfully if they are let alone,” 
which conviction induced him to effect 
a change of Ministry by the aid of Russian 
troops, ‘‘to take the KING and the Crown 
Prince and place them in safety under 
the Russian flag;’’ to seize the Prince- 
Parent and his grandson and “hold them 
securely ;’’ ‘‘to send the Cabinet pack- 
ing,” with the swords of assassins in pur- 
suit; to ‘form a new Cabinet under Rus- 
sian protection,” and to have the admini- 
stration of the State conducted from the 
Russian Legation. Thatis about as funny 
a method as could be conceived of “ Jet. 
ting the Koreans alone to govern thein- 
selves.” And it will be observed that the 
paragraph enunciating this noble scheme 
for proving the Koreans’ autonomic capa- 
cities, sets out by saying that “ what the 
Koreans unaided could not do, the Rus- 
sians have now done for them.” For 
Russia’s sake we do not believe all these 
deeds accredited to her by the leading 
Shanghai journal, but we do find that the 
Koreans governing themselves from the 
Russian Legation is a spectacle with 
novelty at least to recommend it. 





THE OPPOSITION IN THE HOUSE 
OF PEERS. 


eee eae 
RESOLUTE attempt was made by © 
the Opposition in the House of Peers 
on the 29th ultimo, to pass a measure that 
would very probably have prevented the 
Budget from “coming into existence,” 
that is to say, from obtaining the appro- 
val of the Upper House before the end of 
the Session. A very obvious difficulty 
attaches to the present Budget, namely, 
that while expenditures aggregating over 
150 million yes are included, the income 
from which they are to be defrayed is ap- 
proximately 14 millions short of that figure. 
To vote the Budget, then, without any 
clear perception of the source whence the 
necessary revenue is to be obtained, 
seems, at first sight, an improvident and 
unstatesmanlike proceeding. That was 
the point seized upon by the Opposition. 
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They claimed that the taxation measures 
proposed by the Government to meet the 
deficit on the revenue side, may not 
obtain the consent of the Diet, and in 
that event, should the Budget have al- 
ready come into existence, the Govern- 
ment would be placed in the anomalous 
position of being authorized to spend 
money that it did not possess. Hence 
the Opposition proposed that the House 
should defer the consideration of the 
Budget until it could simultaneously con- 
sider the correlated taxation Bills. It 
appears, from the remarks made by the 
Minister of Finance in the House, that the 
Government’s view of the matter deprives 
the Opposition’s objection of any force. 
For the Government contend that the 
proper sequence of deliberation on the 
part of the Legislature is to decide, first, 
what expenditures are absolutely indis- 
pensable in the national interests, and, 
afterwards, to examine what steps shall 
be taken to defray the outlay. That the 
Cabinet’s project may not obtain the 
approval of the Houses is admitted. But 
the Minister of Finance justly claimed 
that if the Representatives, having pas- 
sed the appropriations set forth in the 
Budget, refuse subsequently to endorse 
the Cabinet’s plan for raising funds, they 
will be bound, as responsible legislators, 
to devise some alternative sources of 
revenue. That is precisely what the Re- 
presentatives themselves evidently think, 
for although they show a disposition to 
reject certain of the Government’s tax- 
ation schemes, their investigations are 
busily directed to discovering some less 
objectionable means of augmenting the 
revenue. The Opposition in the Upper 
House, however, want to be placed ina 
much more favourable situation than the 
Representatives were, for they insist upon 
debating the Budget and the sources of 
new revenue simultaneously. Now it 
happens that not one of the Taxation Bills 
has yet reached its Second Reading in the 
Lower House. Consequently, if the Peers 
postponed debating the Budget until all 
the Taxation Bills came up to them from 
the Representatives, they could not pos- 
sibly get through the whole mass of fiscal 
legislation before the regular time for 
closing the session. On the other hand, 
to prolong the session beyond the regular 
time (March 29th) would not remove the 
difficulty, since the Budget .goes into 
Operation from April ist. It was sup- 
posed that, however reluctant the extreme 
wing of the Opposition might be to show 
confidence in the Cabinet by voting the 
Budget, no politician would venture to 
incur the unpopularity of postponing the 
adoption of measures for increasing the 
country’s armaments and promoting in- 
dustrial progress. Viscount TANI, how- 
ever, who is nothing if not outspoken, 
frankly admitted in the House’s session | pardon of his murderer by the Korean Go-|let her have full credit for good faith until 
on the 2gth ultimo, that he saw no reason | vernment, after the corpse and the assassin|she shows herself untrustworthy. But 
for proceeding with those measures at had been conveyed to Korea in aChinese appearances are so tessibly against ber 


man-of-war, preceded by a few months 
the outbreak of the war between China 
and Japan, and that the Tonghak rebel- 
lion was the proximate cause of the war? 
In truth Korea, ever since her opening 
to foreign intercourse, has been a stage 
for perpetually recurring “ excursions and 
alarums.’’ There is no reason to doubt 
that if Japan had been suffered to direct 
and control the reforms on account of 
which she fought a victorious war, she 
would have succeeded in establishing 
order in the peninsular kingdom and in 
turning its people into the paths of pro- 
gress. Herown record is sufficient evidence 
of her capacity to accomplish such things. 
But from the moment of the three Powers’ 
interference, her effective strength was 
crippled. A high court of appeal from 
all heractions and decisions in the East was 
established in Europe, and Russia, Ger- 
many, and France became ultimately re- 
sponsible for maintaining Korea’s inde- 
pendence, on behalf of which they had 
avowedly checked Japan’s career of con- 
quest. The outcome of the complicated 
situation thus created is now before us. 
Never have Korea’s domestic affairs been 
in such hopeless confusion. The sove- 
reignty of her KING has no existence 
beyond the shadow of a foreign flag; her 
affairs are administered by a Cabinet that 
owes its tenure of power to sanguinary 
usurpation; her Executive is without 
troops that it can venture to employ; her 
people are in a state of insurrection un- 
restrained except by alien soldiery ; her 
Ministry pervert their power to barbar- 
ously maltreat their political opponents ; 
her finances, which Japanese experts had 
almost placed on a sound basis, are again 
totally deranged; her police are em- 
ployed to persecute the advocates of 
progress; her subjects are encouraged 
to murder the friends of reform. It 1s 
a wretched picture. The Far East has 


once, and that they might very well be 
deferred until next year. The public 
certainly will not endorse that view, and 
fortunately the House refused to adopt 
it. We may therefore expect that the 
Budget will pass through the House at 
once, but it will require much expedition 
on the part of the Peers to discuss and 
decide the various Taxation Bills within 
the limits of the session. 










































































































KOREA. 
——__. 
ERTAINLY at no time since Korea 


was thrown open to foreign inter- 
course have her affairs presented an aspect 
of such confusion as they do at present. 
The motive of the Viceroy L’s policy in in- 
troducing her to the outer world was to 
make her the object of interests so various 
that in their conflict she might find secu- 
rity. In one sense it was a short-sighted 
policy, for the peninsula’s position plainly 
indicated that the interests of two Powers 
must soon dominate those of all the others: 
Korea’s fate concerns Russia and Japan 
to a préeminent degree. But in another 
sense the course pursued by the Great 
Viceroy was probably the only one open 
tohim. Unless China were prepared to 
accept the responsibilities of Korea’s iso- 
lation, and to defend her against its con- 
sequences, the contingency was already 
within sight that the integrity of the help- 
less litthke Kingdom must suffer at the 
hands of some Western Power. To 
avert, or at any rate postpone, that 
unwelcome result, China, not having 
courage or capacity to take the penin- 
sula openly under her own wing, was 
temporarily wise in contriving that it 
should become the arena of many rival- 
ries, But truly the chapter of history 
thus opened for Korea was destined to be 
written in blood. Absorbed by the im- 
minence and magnitude of the eventuali- 
ties brought into sight since Japan and 
Russia came face to face in Korea, people 
are apt to forget the story of the penin- 
sula’s affairs prior to the war of 1894-5. 
‘China may have exercised an unprogres- 
sive influence in Korea,” they say, ‘ but 
at all events the little Kingdom enjoyed a 
greater measure of tranquillity under her 
suzerainty than it has enjoyed since she 
was eliminated from the scene.” Is that 
strictly true? Do such commentators 
forget that during the period between 
1882 and 1893, the Japanese Minister was 
twice driven from his Legation in Séul by 
mobs of soldiers and civilians; that 
several effective or abortive coups a’ état 
took place; that the Prince-Parent had 
to be carried into captivity; that the 
people were harrassed with insurrections, 
that statesmen were assassinated again 
aud again; that the murder of Kim OK- 
KYUN, the mutilation of his body, and the 


consolation: the very disgrace of the situ- 
ation may compel some definite action on 


and Russia are not likely to fight about 
Korea, under existing circumstances. It 
may be taken for granted that Russia does 
not wish to precipitate a conflict or Japan 
to invite it. They can find a modus 
vivend: that will not conflict seriously with 
the interests ofeither. As to the attitudes 
of France and Germany, there should be 
no difficulty in forecasting them. Having 
joined Russia to drive Japan from her 
position of vantage on the plea that to 
leave her in possession of it would render 
the independence of Korea illusory, they 
are now, by all the rules of good faith, 
bound to preserve that independence 
against the machinations préeminently of 
their own partner. We do not accuse 
Russia of any machinations. By all means 
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in Korea that it were silly to over- 
_ look obtrusive possibilities. What Eng- 
Nand will do is the question of most in- 
“terest to us. No Englishman, we 
; think, need give himself much concern 
1 about his country’s so-called “isolation.” 
As a recent writer has well put it, there is 
#a note of childishness in thecry that an 
{ empire big as the combined areas of Rus- 
3. sia, the United States, Germany, France, 
+ Austria, and Italy, and having 379% mil- 
lions of subjects against their aggregate 
populations of 3824 millions, can be 
spoken of as “isolated” under any cir- 
¥ cumstances. But we can not regard with 
complacency any policy of self-effacement 
on Great Britain’s part in the Orient. 
She has hitherto been the dictator of the 
East. If she stood aloof a year ago; if, 
for the first time in history, an important 
international step was taken by European 
States in the East without her initiative 
and leadership, it was because the occasion 
amply justified such a course. She could 
not have desired anything better than that 
Russia, Germany, and France should 
openly interfere in the cause of Korean 
independence; she saw plainly that the 
result of their interference would be to 
strengthen Japan, first by spurring her to 
renewed efforts, secondly, by causing 
her to retreat from a_ position that she 
was not yet strong enough to hold, and 
that she must have fatally dissipated her 
strength in attempting to hold; and she 
understood perfectly that whatever plans 
the three Powers might form, whether 
military or financial, the arbitrament of 
the situation must ultimately rest with 
herself. That kind of abstention was wise 
statesmanship. But England is too great 
in the East to allow the Korean problem 
to be solved without her consent. That 
? Russia should obtaii her long desired exit 
to the Pacific is a contingency variously 
viewed. None, however, will deny that 
England’s position entitles her to share 
in any such re-adjustment of relative ad- 
vantages, or that it would be the acme of 
imprudence on her part to drive Japan 
finally into Russia’s arms. There is no 
question, so far as we can see, of hostile 
, actions or interactions. It is essentially 
jan opportunity for a council of Powers'to 
evolve, by friendly deliberation, some 
means of removing a menace to the peace 
of the whole world, and of saving a nation 
from the miseries of anarchy, corruption, 
and uncivilized stagnation. 


The Japan Photographic Society gave a fare- 
well entertainment on the 3rd instant to Marquis 
Tokugawa, President of the Society, who shortly 
Jeaves for Russia. The Italian Society also 
gave a farewell banquet to the Marquis the 
saine day. 


The following is a return of the ravages of 
the six epidemics in the country during Jast 
year :—Cholera, 53,999 cases and 38,500 
deaths ; typhoid fever, 36,678 and 8,331 dy- 
sentry, 50,977 and 12,018; diphtheria, 6,100 
and 3.036; eruptive typhus, 184 and 49 ; small- 
pox, 1,387 and 268 ; total, 149,225 aud 62,602, 
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THE HYOGO LEASE CASE. 


Rae ee seen 

HE question of the Hyogo land lease 

has already given rise to some con- 
troversy, but the real issues do not appear 
to be yet understood. It is evident, 
however, that the journal chiefly conspi- 
cuous for its attack upon the Japanese 
Law Courts and upon the Fapan Mazl, 
finds its arguments exhausted, since it has 
recourse to the vulgar vituperation so 
often substituted for logic by writers in 
the local foreign press. Referring to this 
subject in a recent issue, we gave an 
exact translation of the lease, showing 
that it was in no sense a perpetual lease, 
from the point of view of European law, 
but was simply an agreement binding the 
signatories for one year and one year only. 
In England or America neither the lessor 
nor the lessee would be obliged to observe 
the conditions of such a contract for more 
than a twelvemonth: either would termi- 
nate it at a year’s notice. It is well that 
a clear perception on that point should be 
established, because the critics of the 


Hyogo Court have affirmed, and continue 


to affirm, that ‘the Japanese Law Officers 
look not at things as the Law Officers of 
the West would regard them, but calmly 
ignore some of the most fundamental prin- 
ciples of justice.” In point of fact, had 
a European or an American Law Court 
been required to deal with this question, 
its judgment would have been much more 
summary than that of the Japanese tribu- 
nal, for it would simply have ruled that 
the tenant, having only a year’s claim to 
the land, must either surrender it or accept 
whatever change of rent the landlord de- 
sired to impose. 

So much for the question when con- 
sidered by the light of Western jurisprud- 
ence. But we are in Japan, and it becomes 
necessary to determiue whether the case 
is altered by any special circumstances 
existing here. In the first place, it is to 
be the noted that the land in dispute lies 
without the limits of the original foreign 
Settlement of Kobe, and within an area 
where, according to a communication 
made by the Governor of Kobe to the 
Foreign Consuls at that port, in 1868, 
foreigners and Japanese are permitted 
“to make agreements between themselves 
and at their own convenience to lease 
land or houses.” It appears to be con- 
tended by the critics of the Hyogo Court 
that the extralimitary area referred to in 
the above communication may be classed 
as part of the foreign settlement for the 
purposes specified. That is a misconcep- 
tion. ‘The third clause of the same com- 
munication contains the following explicit 
reservation:— ‘From this arrangement, 
however, must be excepted the Conces- 
sion ground prepared under the Conven- 
tion of May, 1867, for the use of fo- 
reigners.” Now, in the year 1870, Mr. 
JOSEPH MASCARENHAS, a Portuguese, 


made an agreement with a Japanese. 
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subject to lease a plot of land in Ote- 
machi, that is to say, within the extra- 
limitary area mentioned above. There 
ought to have been no difficulty whatever 
in drafting a perpetual lease, had such 
a document been contemplated. Mr. 
JOSEPH MASCARENHAS had only to follow 
the form prescribed and published in the 
‘Conditions of the Public Sale of the 
Leases of Land in Foreign Settlements at 
Hyogo and Osaka.” That form runs 
thus :— 


In consideration of the sum of * * * Bus, 
the payment whereof is hereby acknowledged, the 
undersigned * * ® = hereby leases in perpetuity 
to * * * his heirs and assigns the lot of land 
uumbered aud described, &c., on the following con- 
ditions :—Firstly that the said © ® *® shall pay 
inadvance *® * © thesumof * * ® 

The 


But that form was not followed. 


lease drafted and signed ran thus :— 


The above mentioned land, situated in Otee 
machi, Kobe, is by this present agreement rented 
to Joseph Mascarenhas, an American citizen, and 
his heirs; at a yearly rent of 4 ryo; itbeing apreed 
that the said yearly rent shall be paid in ad- 
vance; and that, in the ever.t of failure to make 
such payment in advance, the land shall be 
vacated. 


There is a radical difference between the 
twe forms: the officially prescribed draft 
contains the words “in perpetuity ;” the 
lease obtained by Mr. MASCARENHAS con- 
tains no such words, nor any equivalent 
for them. It is simply a yearly lease. 
We note this point because the Kode 
Herald, which journal has conspicuously 
undertaken to denounce the procedure of 
the Japanese legal authorities, says, with 
reference to the agreement of Mr. Mas- 
CARENHAS :— 


It is important to bear in mind that this agree- 
ment was the only valid way in which Mr. Mas- 
carenhas could secure the title to the property 
(land and buildings) which he had purchased. 
Foreigners could not actually buy land, but they 
were allowed to buy a perpetual right to land, a 
tight secured to theasselves, their heits, executors 
and assigns, so long as they continued to pay the 
yearly rental, 


We need scarcely point out the inaccu- 
racies of these assertions. It is true that 
foreigners were entitled to buy a per- 
petual right to land within the Foreign 
Settlement, but the official communica- 
tion referring to the area outside the fo- 
reign settlement confers no such special 
right : agreements made under that com- 
munication were to conform with the or- 
dinary provisions of Japanese law. More- 
over, even assuming that Mr. MASCAREN- 
HAS concluded his contract on the sup- 
posed basis of the treaty right existing 
within the Settlement, it was incumbent 
on him to adopt the prescribed form of 
perpetual lease, instead of employing a 
form that gave him an annual tenure only. 
Having rented land beyond the limits 
within which alone perpetuity of tenure 
is recognised by Treaty, and having rent- 
ed it under a yearly lease containing no 
textual reference whatever to perpetuity, 
he cannot possibly lay claim to the special 
privilege enjoyed by land-holders in the 
settlement. 

There remains one other point. Al- 
though the lease in question possesses no 
element of perpetuity, cither textually or 
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constructively, according to English law 
or according to the Treaties, Japanese 
Law Courts do consider such leases per- 
petual, in the sense that the lessor is 
not competent to turn out the lessee 
unless it can be shown, first, that by the 
latter’s continued tenure the former suf- 
fers an injustice ; secondly, that the lessee 
has declined to remedy the injustice. In 
a recent article we referred briefly to 
this peculiarity of Japanese law, but it 
seems to be still misunderstood. The 
evident intention is to provide against the 
hardship so often suffered by tenants in 
Western countries, where improvements 
effected by the lessee, or intangible in- 
terests that often become associated with 
a piece of land after long occupation, 
serve the landlord as a pretext for increas- 
ing the rent. Japanese law does not 
recognise any such right on the part of 
the landlord. It rules, as we understand, 
that a lease in whick no limit of time is 
fixed secures the lessee against every 
increasé of rent based upon improvements 
made by himself ; or, speaking more broad- 
ly, against every increase of rent based 
upon considerations peculiar to the land 
in question and not common to all the 
surrounding land. But it does not safe- 
guard the tenant only. It provides, also, 
that if, in the course of years, the market 
value of land in the district including the 
leased portion appreciates to any con- 
siderable extent, then the lessor, as well 
as the lessee, is entitled to benefit by that 
appreciation. Under ordinary circum- 
stances, changes of rent due to such a 
cause would be matters for private ar- 
rangement between the parties to the 
lease, but if an agreement can not be 
reached in that way, the Courts must be 
appealed to, and only in the event of their 
decision being rejected by the tenant 
can the latter be evicted. Hence it will 
be seen that the Hyogo lease possessed 
in the eyes of the Japanese Court an ele- 
ment of perpetuity that would not have 
been recognised by a British tribunal, 
and that if the Court ordered the lessee to 
pay a rent proportionate to the letting 
value of all the surrounding land, it acted 
in accordance with a principle of justice 
patent to the commonest intelligence and 
recognised by all modern Occidental 
Jurists. Mr. MASCARENHAS may have 
imagined originally that he had acquired 
a perpetual title to the land and that he 
was secured for all time against any in- 
crease of his rent. But he could have 
easily ascertained, first, that the lease 
signed by the owner of the land did not 
conform with the officially prescribed 
draft of perpetual leases; secondly, that 
it was not a perpetual lease at all 
according to European law; and thirdly 
that it could not be recognised as a per- 
petual lease by Japanese law except on 
condition that the rent was liable to alter- 
ation so as to be always in fair proportion 
with the rent of neighbouring lands. The 


general question of such leases suggests 
many interesting considerations into which 
Space does not permit us to enter at pre- 
sent. To one point, however, we may 
refer; namely, the contention that the 
actions of the Hyogo Court amounts to 
an unjustified interference with the right 
of private contract; that, in short, the 
Court denied the competence of any 
land-owner to let, or of any tenant to 
lease, a parcel of land at an invariable 
rent for all time. Apart from the ques- 
tion whether such transactions ought to 
be permitted—a question answered in 
the negative by many of the most emin- 
ent jurists of our day—and apart also 
from the general principle that liberty of 
private contract must be duly controlled, 
as all human liberty has to be, we note 
that the judgment of the Hyogo Court 
is not open to such a criticism. Here is 
a translation of the judgment, as pub- 
lished by the Kobe Herald :— 


In a general way in the matter of a perpetual 
lease, and if this lease does not prohibit an ulterior 
increase or decrease of the rent, when the amount 
of rent agreed to is no longer in fair proportion to 
the rents paid on the neighbouring lands owing to 
a general increase due to changes of citcum- 
stances, it is in conformity with reason that there 
should be a possibility of altering the rent soas to 
briny it to the level of the sates of the time. In 
effect, it it were not so, whilst the property would 
be taxed with charges higher than the rent 
brought by it, it would be impossible to ever ins 
crease the rent as well as to ever expel the lessee, 
and the equilibrium not existing any more the 
landlord would lose all profit from the leasing of 
his land. In the present instance the rent of the 
land at issue is fixed at yeu 4 per year and the 
alleged special agreement according to which the 
amount of the rent was never to be altered tests 
only on the testimony of the witness Yamada 
Sahei, but the original lease was made between 
the appellant and Kamoda Heishiro, the said 
witness having no part whalever in it, Moreover, 
the testimony of the witness is merely a repetition 
of what he states he heard from Heishiro, and his 
testimony therefore cannot be considered as con- 
stituting an absolute proof. Consequently the 
existence of a prohibition forbidding any increase 
or decrease of the rent not being proved, it is 
right, as the tespondents claim, to now taise the 
amount of the rent to the level of the present rates 
in conformity with the above reasoning. On the 
other hand, the appellant contests the legitimacy 
of the increase of the rent, arguing that with the 
intention of acquiring the ownership of the land 
he actually paid to the original landlord a certain 
sum of money, but as the appellant himself ac- 
knowledges the law of the country debars fo- 
reignersfromowning landed property and the pay- 
ment which he may have made can therefore have 
no influence whatever on the lease, and he is not 
justified in refusing to comply with the request for 
au increase of rent. 


It appears from the above that had the 
lease embodied, or been accompanied by, 
any agreement binding the landlord never 
to raise the rent, the Court could not have 
sanctioned the proposed increase: the 
lease would have been perpetual and immu- 
table. In short, the right of private con- 
tract is not at all impaired by the judg- 
ment. What results is simply this—that 
persons concluding agreements which they 
desire to possess a certain value must 
take care to conform with the correspond- 
ing legal requirements. That would be 
the case anywhere. No quantity of mud 
thrown at the Fapan Afaz! can obscure 
the fact. 
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MR: HERBERT SPENCER ON MR. 
BALFOUR'S DIALECTICS. 


-— ---—- --~}>-—--—- 
(COMMUNICATED.) 


T is a subject for extreme regret that 

Professor HUXLEY did not live to con- 
clude the series of articles he com- 
menced on Mr. BALFour’s ‘' Foundations 
of Belief,” a work which displays re- 
markable talent and is regarded in certain 
quarters as the best defence of belief in a 
supernatural power that has been publish- 
ed in recent years, but which, at the same 
time, is characterised by defects serious 
enough to invalidate the whole argument 
advanced in favour of belief in a Ruling 
Power such as that which the current 
creed asserts. The late hour at which 
Mr. HERBERT SPENCER enters the.arena 
against Mr. BALFOUR is perhaps to be ac- 
counted for by the supposition that Mr. 
SPENCER was well content to leave the 
defence of Agnosticism against this new 
assailant to the most powerful of modern 
Theological controversialists, as long as he 
lived, but that now, rather than that the 
cause should suffer from the want of an 
advocate, Mr. SPENCER, as he tells us in 
the article that suggests these remarks, 
reluctantly leaves more congenial work 
for the sake of testing Mr. BALFouR’S 
foundations of belief. Mr. SPENCER’S 
article, of which we propose giving a ré- 
sumé, appeared in the ‘‘Popular Science 
Monthly” a few months ago. ‘The 
gods,” says Mr. SPENCER, ‘‘in early stages 
of progress, conceived as man-like in so 
many other respects, are conceived as 
man-like in their credulity: deceptions 
being consequently practised upon them. 
Animals dressed as human beings were im- 
molated. The Chine se make paper models 
of properties, utensils, and money, and burn 
them to propitiate the beings worshipped. 
The relevance of this practice to what is 
constantly occurring in our midst I will now 
proceed to explain. The modern deity, 
the apotheosized Public, is deluded with no 
less ease them the year-god of the Chinese. 
It does not distinguish between a sem- 
blance and a reality. When then the 
process of destroying the former is witnes- 
sed, it shows by its demonstrations of 
delight that it thinks that the latter has 
been destroyed.” A case in point was the 
effect produced by an observation made 
by Lord SALISBURY when delivering a 
Presidential address before the British 
Association last year. After stating what 
he conceived to be the hypothesis of 
‘‘ Natural Selection,” Lord SALISBURY, by 
the use of an amusing simile, apparently 
thrust it through and let out its life-blood. 
Whereupon the press accorded rounds of 


applause and there was a general throwing 
up of caps and laughter at the fallacy 
detected throughout England. The sub- 
ject became the theme of comic verses, 
The doctrine which Mr. DARWIN had spent 
a life in elaborating and which had been 
under discussion and examination by the 
whole biological world for a generation, 
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priests first recorded eclipses down to 
the present time astronomical knowledge 
has been growing more and more accurate 
so that now a transit of Venus or an oc- 
cultation of Jupiter by the moon fulfils 
expectation to the minute. Soisitin other 
branches of knowledge. ‘“ The previsions 
of the chemist have reached such a stage 
that, foreseeing the possibility of an un- 
known compound which must have cer- 
tain properties, he proceeds to form it, 
and creates a _ substance which has 
never before existed, answering to his 
anticipations. Led by science, man- 
kind have progressed from boomerangs 
to 100-ton guns, from dug-out canoes 
to Atlantic liners, from picture writing 
on skins to morning journals printed 
20,000 per hour.” an it be said 
that the authority of Theology has been 
thus strengthened by the progress of 
events and the passing of time. Assyrian 
and Egyptian records have confirmed 
certain statements in the Bible but furnish 
no proof of the alleged supernatural 
origin of many parts of the narrative. 
The records discovered no more verify 
Hebrew religion than they do the religions 
of the ancient Egyptians and Assyrians. 
The tendency of modern advanced theo- 
logical scholarship is allin the direction of 
rendering doubtful that part of the Bibli- 
cal narrative which constitutes its theo- 
logy. One illustration among many may 
be quoted. The Academy, of April 27th, 
1895, contains the following observations 
by the Rev. Professor CHEYNE, a learned 
Biblical critic: ‘ There is, indeed, no 
reason, since the Tell-el-Amarun dis- 
coveries, to doubt that religious myths of 
Babylonian origin found their way into 
Canaan long before the entrance of the 
Israelites, and were adopted by the Israel- 
itish conquerors; but it may be reason- 
ably held (1) that the creation myth in 
that early age was less developed than 
that which lies at the root of Gen. I.; (2) 
that some of its elements had lost much 
of their life by the time of AMOS; (3) that 
renewed intercourse with Assyria and 
Babylonia resulted in the revival of the 
old myth, perhaps with new elements; 
and (4) that religious teachers adopted 
and adapted this and other myths,” 

Confidence in the religion that claims to 
be supernational is not increased by an 
examination of the lives and acts of its 
professors. 

The doctrine of revenge is still insisted 
on; the practice of revenge is “‘life for 
life ;” that of Christian nations when deal- 
ing with weak peoples is ‘For one life 
many lives.” In anticipation of the ob- 
jection that the above observations leave 
out of the account the good accomplished 
by Christianity, Mr. SPENCER replies that 
undoubtedly some good effects have been 
produced, but that these are not as great 
as is usually supposed may be proved by 
a reference to his account of the virtues 
found among peoyle classed as heathens. 
Principles of Sociology §§ 324,327,330- 
2,437,573-4; Principles of Ethics §§ 128,- 
141,155,159,191. 

Mr. BALFOUR’S assault on the funda- 
mental position held by Mr. SPENCER 
heads these :—"‘ But he has failed to see 
whither such speculations must inevitably 
lend him. He has failed to see that if 
the certitudes of science lose themselves 
in depths of unfathomable mystery, it may 
be well that out of these same depths 
there should emerge the certitudes of re- 
ligion ; and that if the dependence of the 
“knowable’’ upon the “unknowable” 


of that primitive view which regards the 
whole world as arranged for human benefit 
—the sun to rule by day and the moon by 
night, animals and plants provided for 
food and the seasons all adjusted to men’s 
welfare. But this anthropocentric view 
can only be entertained by those who 
approach the study of nature with fore- 
gone conclusions. When the long period 
through which the earth was exclusively 
inhabited by inferior animals, when the 
enormous area covered. by water and the 
extent of uninhabitable regions, when the 
poisons, the parasites, the epidemics 
which nature produces and -transmits are 
considered, the idea that all has been 
arranged to suit our needs can no longer 
be entertained. 

“ The ordered system of phenomena,” 
says Mr. BALFouR, ‘‘asks for a cause; 
our knowledge of that system is inexplic- 
able unless we assume for it a rational 
Author. . . . . Wecan not, for ex- 
ample, form, I will not say any adequate, 
but even any tolerable, idea of the mode 
in which GoD is related to, and acts on 
the world of phenomena. That He creat- 
ed it, that He sustains it, we are driven to 
believe. How He created it, how He 
sustains it, it is impossible for us to 
imagine.” 

This is equivalent to saying that while 
‘fone ultimate difficulty can not be allow- 
ed to remain without solution another may 
be allowed to so remain.” Why should 
one part of the mystery of things re- 
ceive an explanation, while other parts 
are pronounced to be inexplicable? Is 
it not far more logical to hold that the 
whole of nature is full of inexplicable 
mysteries; that to whatever subject we 
turn when knowledge is analysed to the 
bottom we find components that refuse to 
be analysed that entirely elude the grasp 
of thought. There is not the slightest 
ground for the belief that while the ordi- 
nary mysteries of nature baffle us, we are 
able to provide an explanation of the most 
transcendent mystery of all, the primary 
origin of the universe. 

A considerable portion of “ the Found- 
alions of Belief’’ is occupied by a dis- 
cussion of the relative claims of Authority 
and Reason. This part of Mr. BALFQUR’S 
work is characterised by ‘ philosophic 
grasp, clear discrimination, and unusual 
lucidity of statement.” With the general 
remark that life would be impossible if all 
our beliefs had to be formed by Reason 
without the aid of Authority, lagree. But 
it is important to bear in mind that in 
such matters as these now under dis- 
cussion we cannot go entirely behind 
Reason ; for Authority can only be raised 
to the throne by Reason. In matters of 
immediate knowledge through perception, 
Reason voluntarily abdicates. She realises 
that it is not her province to discredit 
the intuitions which yield the conscious- 
ness of external existence. But where 
immediate knowledge is concerned, as in 
the case now under consideration, Rea- 
son is superior to authority in that to her 
is entrusted the choice of authorities. 
She has to test their trustworthiness, and 
when, as frequently is the case, they are 
men, to compare their statements with 
facts. In the question which Mr. BAL- 
FOUR is discussing the authorities from 
which we have to choose are those which 
uphold Theology and Science respec- 
tively. Let us now endeavour “to test 
their relative values as we test the rela- 
tive values of individual authorities.” 

From the days when the Chaldean 










































was supposed to have been disposed of by 
‘a scholar’s mate.’”’ The scientific world 
treated the attack willsupremeindifference. 
‘Neither in the recent controversy be- 
tween Dr. WALLACE and Professor HEN- 
SLOW, nor in the criticism of Mr. BATE- 
SQN’S late work, nor in the discussion before 
the Royal Society on Professor WELDON’S 
Experiments and Views—all of them con- 
cerned with aspects of natural selection— 
is there the slightest sign that Lord 
SALISBURY’S attack had produced any 
impression whatever: a serene disregard 
showing that its irrelevance was tacitly 
recognised by all.” 

“ But the slaying of effigies sometimes 
presents itself asa duty that cannot be 
shelved. -In the instance of Mr. BAL- 
FOUR’S attack on me, it might not occur 
to people to attribute my silence to ill- 
health, preoccupation, or to the belief that 
controversy on such a subject will prove 
futile: It is not unlikely that my silence 
would be misinterpreted and as the issue 
raised by Mr. BALFOUR is important, I 
reluctantly decide to accept his challenge.” 

‘‘ Before entering on the main question 
raised by Mr. BALFOUR, it may be well to 
examine one or two of his assumptions. 
Referring to the inadequacy of reason- 
ing based upon ordinary experience to 
enable us to break out of the naturalistic 
prison-house, Mr. BALFOUR asks ‘what 
remedy remains? One such remedy con- 
sists in simply setting up side by side 
with the creed of natural science another 
and supplementary set of beliefs, which 
may minister to needs and aspirations 
which science can not meet.’ Then, con- 
cerning a certain ‘patch work scheme 
of belief,’ he says, ‘If and in so far as it 
really meets theic needs I have nothing 
to say ay ele pe it, and can hold out small 
hope of bettering it. It is much more 
satisfactory as regards its content than 
Naturalism.’ Is not this an indirect beg- 
ging of the question at issue? The title 
of Mr. BALFOUR’S work, ‘ Foundations of 
Belief,’ is evidently to be interpreted as 
referring to belief in a Supreme Power 
that has pre-arranged the world so that it 
shall minister to men’s needs and aspira- 
tions. The existence of such a Power is 
tacitly assumed by Mr. BALFOuR in the 
arguments urged in proof of it. Hence 
his reasoning becomes circular. Apart 
from the theory that there exists a Being 
who has made man the centre of the 
Universe, there is no reason to expect the 
order of the Universe to be one which 
provides for men’s mental ‘needs and 
aspirations.’ When other creeds are 
under discussion men’s needs and aspira- 
tions are declared to be no tests of truth 
and error. When the North American 
Indian objects to Christianity on the 
ground that it does not satisfy those needs 
and aspirations of his which relate to a 
‘happy hunting-ground after death,’ he 
is told that there is no such place as that 
which he hopes to inhabit, and that his 
desires and aspirations count for nothing 
as tests of truth and error. The same 
argument is used to the Mahommedan 
whose idea of the satisfaction his needs 
and aspirations require involves an un- 
limited supply of fouris to be hereafter 
provided. That the needs and aspirations 
to which Mr. BALFourR refers are of 
a higher order than those now allud- 
ed to does not alter the issue, the 
question being, whether the comforting 
character of a belief is an adequate reason 
for entertaining it ? 

Mr. BALFour's view is a refined form 
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embarrasses us not in the one case, no 
reason can he assigned why it should 


embarras us in the other. 
Mr. SPENCER, in short, has avoided the 


error of dividing all reality into a per- 


ceivable which concerns us and an un- 
perceivable which, if it exists at all, 
concerns us not. Agnosticism, so under- 
stood, he explicitly repudiates by his 
theory, if not by his practice. But he has 
not seen that, if this simple-minded creed 
be once abandoned, there is no convenient 
halting place till we haye swung round to 
a theory of things which is its precise 
opposite: a theory which, through it 
shrinks on its speculative side from no 
severity of critical analysis, yet on its 
practical side finds the source of its con- 
structive energy in the deepest need of 
- man, and thus recognizes alike in science, 
in ethics, in beauty, religion, the halting 
expression of a reality beyond our reach, 
the half-seen vision of transcendent 
Truth.” (p. 288-9.) 

To this Mr. SPENCER replies that Mr. 
BALFOUR has entirely misrepresented his 
views. ‘' Nowhere, says Mr. SPENCER,” 
have I either dizectly or indirectly denied 
that out of the “depths of unfathomable 
mystery these may emerge the certitudes 
of religion.” In July, 1884 an article by 
Mr. SPENCER published in the Mineteenth 
Century contained the following passage, 
which Mr. SPENCER now quotes: ‘‘ Though 
I have argued that, in ascribing to the 
Unknowable Cause of things such human 
attributes as emotion, will, andintelligence, 
we are using words which, when thus ap- 

lied, have no corresponding ideas ; yet 
t have also argued that we are just as 
much debarred jfrom desying as we are 
from afirming such attributes: since, as 
ultimate analysis brings us everywhere to 
alternative impossibilities of thought, we 
are shown that beyond the phenomenal 
order of things, our ideas of possible and 
eee are irrelevant.” 

r. SPENCER claims that he is not only 
unhurt but also untouched by Mr. BAL- 
Four’s thrust. Mr. BALFouR, has speared 
an effigy of his own making. But the 
attack has called forth a counter-attack 
from Mr. SPENCER. While not denying 
that there may emerge the certitudes of 
religion, to Mr. BALFouR’S assertion that 
there do emerge these certitudes he has 
the strongest objection ; which we now 
proceed to state in acurtailed form. Clear 
thinking implies mental representation of 
things and processes named. Nearly all 
incorrect thinkingis duetoimperfect mental 
representation or to non-representation. 


If a person adequately instructed be in- 


formed that the sides of a parabola will 
obviously meet sooner than the sides of a 
hyperbola, he may believe the statement 
to be true, though it is erroneous, because 
he fails to figure in thought the characters 
of the two curves. To apply this argu- 
menttothe question under discugsion, if the 
thought of a “ rational author” has emer- 
ged out of the ‘depths of unfathomable 
mystery,” it must have some definable 
characters. Now which of the multitudi- 
nous conceptions of gods that the 
multitudinous races of men have enter- 
tained is to be deemed trustworthy. To 
refer only to those ideas with which we 
are most familiar. The contrast between 
the conceptions of GOD current in early 
HEBREW times and those current in 
Christian times, the difference between 
the GOD worshipped in medizval days 
and the Being worshipped in the nine- 
teenth century, ta say nothing of the 








of Mr. SPENCER’S essay. They state 
briefly, but correctly, the feeling and the 
views of all true Agnostics:—" The dif- 
ference between Mr. 
sciousness of that which lies behind Ap- 
pearance, and the Consciousness of those 
he opposes 
he persists in supposing himself to have 
thoughts when, under close examination, 
all the components of thoughts have 
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difference between the Divinity contem- 
plated by Roman Catholics ‘and that 
worshipped by Protestants, fairly puzzle 
his 
definite conception of a 


any one desirous of in 
mind one 
Supreme Being. For a being to be 
mentally representable, it must 


representable traits. 


fixing 


tions of human attributes existing unlo- 
calized and multiplied by infinity,” and 
hence are unthinkable. 
sertion of their existence reduces itself to 
the blank form of a thought, that is, 


expresses a present-idea. 


The same conclusion is reached if, not 


content with the word “emerge,” we try 


to imagine a process by which an exist- 
ence previously concealed gradually ap- 
pears. It has been proved that in the 
minds of deaf-mutes who have received 
no religious instruction, no idea of Gop 


exists (Mr. SPENCER’S Ecclesiastical In- 
stitutions, chapter I.) 
of the Deity to which Mr. BALFour refers 
have au historical origin. 
in the manner he describes, they would 
have 
through the vague to the distinct, where- 
as the actual 
@istinct (the 
of Eden) through the more and more uggue 
to the imperceptible, or rather to the 
scarcely conceivable. 


The current ideas 
If they emerged 


passed from the smperceptidle, 
rogress has been from the 
OD walking in the Garden 


The following are the concluding words 


BALFouR’S Con- 


is that whereas 


vanished, they candidly admit that with the 
vanishing of such components all thoughts 
have ceased ; leaving only a consciousness 
which can not be put into any form. But 
not only have they dropped these early 
conceptions which imply that the Power 
manifested in thirty millions of suns 
made a bargain with ABRAHAM—not only 
have they ceased to believe that such 
inferior passions as jealousy, anger, and 
revenge can be felt by an energy which 
pervades infinity, but they have surrender- 
ed themselves to the final conclusion that 
not even the highest mental attributes 
conceivable by us, can be predicated of 
that existence which fills all space for all 
time. It is not that they wish to do this, 
but that they must: self-deception is the 
alternative. There is no pleasure in the 
consciousness of being an infinitesimal 
bubble on a globe that is itself infinitesi- 
mal compared with the totality of things. 
Those on whom the unpitying rush of 
Changes inflicts sufferings which are often 
without remedy, find no consolation in the 
fact that they are at the mercy of forces 
which cause, indifferently, now the de- 
struction of a sun and now the death of 
an animalcule. Contemplation of a Uni- 
verse which is without conceivable begin- 
ning or imaginable end and without in- 
telligible purpose yields no satisfaction. 
The desire to kaow what it all means is 
no less strong in the agnostic than in 
others, and raises sympathy with them. 
Failing utterly to find any interpretation 
himself, he feels a regretful inability to 


accept the interpretation they offer.” 
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have 
The attributes as- 
cribed to this Being are mere “ abstrac- 


So that the as- 

















IMPERIAL DIET. 
—_—_—_—________. 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH. 
HOUSB OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.50 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


3.—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating t t 
Account for Occasional War Expenditures. ie eiaick 

s—Second Reading of the Government Bill for the ecial 

Expiration of their 


Disposal of National Banks before the 
Hamdard Py tthe Ge 

§.—Second Reading of the vernment Bill for amendi 
Fifteenth Article of the Financial Law relating to the Ree 


demption of the Notes of National Banks that have been 
closed. 


4—Second Readiog of the Government Bill fgs Encouraging 
Navigation. 


polio of the Government Bill for Enceuraging 

Mr. Funakoshi Mamoru, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, briefly reported in favour 
of the First Bill, which was passed at once 
through both Readings. (Vide Proceedings of 
Lower House, January 14th.) 

Viscount Yuri Kinmasa, President of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Bill for the Special Disposal of National Banks 
——(vide Proceedings of Lower House, January 
13th)—but said that the Committee recommend- 
ed an amendment of the sth Article in the 
sense of providing that interest must be paid 
on money due by the Banks until the day of re- 
turning itto its owners, instead of until the 
termination of the original agreement, 

The House voted the Second Reading and 
procetded with it at once, adopting the Com- 
mittee’s amendment of the sth Article. 

Viscount Yuri Kiamaga sgid that as thie 
amendment necessitated a conference with the 
House of Representatives, the discussion of the 
Third Bill on the Order had better be postpon- 
ed ag the same point occarred in each Bill, 

The House agreed. 

Mr. Takei Morimasa, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bil] En. 
couraging Navigation, and explained that the 
Committee recommended the addition of a 
clause (to the 15th Article, providing that the 
encouragement money granted to ships be in- 
creased by one-tenth in the case of vessels built 
in Japan, Other slight amendments of phrase. 
ology were also suggested. 

Prince Konoye observed that encouragement 
money was to be granted without reference to 
the speed of the ship. Would not that tend to 
encourage low apeeds? 

Mr. Takei replied that the Committee had 
considered that poiat very casefully. Among 
all the steamers owned by Japanese subjects, 
only twenty-seven had a speed of 10 miles aad 
upwards: the rest could not steam more than 6 
or 7 miles an hour. It did not appear that the 
speed would be lowered by granting encourage- 
ment money to such vessels. Besides, it was to 
be noted that the higher the speed, the greater 
the allowances made. 

The Government Delegate explained that the 
expenditure involved in carrying out the Bill 
was estimated at §£90,000 yer annually, and that 
it would probably increase at the rate of about 
20 per cent, annually. 

Mr. Isobe Kaneyoshi opposed the Bill. In 
the West only three countries, Italy, Austria, and 
Frauce, granied subsidies tu ordinary sleamers. 
England, after extensive experience, limited 
such grants to vessels capable of being used for 


purposes of military transport. In France such 
vessels were required to have a minimum speed 
of 13 knots; in England the minimum was 17 
or 18 knots. But the Bill before them praposed 
to subsidize steamers of 10 knots; that is to 
say, steamers such as could not serve for trans- 
port purposes. He moved that the question of 
speed he omitted from the Bill, and that dis- 
placement be made the sole basis of subsidizing. 

After some further debate the House decided 
to increase the number of the Special Com- 
mitee from g to 15, and to re-commit tbe Bill 
for more careful examination. 

Mr. Takei, representing the Special Commit- 
tee, reported favourably on the Bill for encourag- 
ing ship-building, with slight amendments, the 
principal of which was that encouragement 
money should be granted even when a ship's 
machinery alone was constructed in Japgn. 
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(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, January 
14th.) 

Mr. Mitsukuri Rinsho considered that such 
an amendment would render old ships with new 
machinery eligible for a subsidy. 

The Government Delegate said that the ex- 
pense involved in carrying out the Bill was esti- 
mated at 250,000 yen, but that one half of that 
amount would probably suffice for the first year. 

On the motion of Mr. Yamazawa Ko, the 
Bill was treated like the preceding one, 

The House rose at 2.17 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House of met at 1.20 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being :— 
3.—Bill for amending the Railway Law, as amended and sent 
down from the House of Peers. 
s.--Supplementary Budget for the s8th Fiscal Year, as amended 
and sent down from the Upper House. 

3-—Supplementary Budget fur the sgth Wiscal Year. 

4-—First Reading of a Government for the Protection of Emi- 
grants. 

Mr. Shigeoka Kungoro opposed as illegal the 
amendment made by the Upper House in the 
Amended Railway Bill, namely, the restoration 
of the Government's scheme for extending the 
State Central Line from Hachiwoji to Kana- 
gawa. 

The House rejected the amendment, and 
entrusted to the President the duty of selecting 
Managers to confer with the Upper House. 


The Supplementary Budget for the 28th 
fiscal year as amended by the Upper House 
was then taken, and led to some discussion, 
several members contending that the amend- 
ment of the Upper House was _ illegal— 
namely, the restoration of the appropriation 
expunged by the Lower House on account of 
extending the State Central Line from Hachi- 
woji to Kanagawa. Finally, the House unani- 
mously rejected the Upper Houses’s amendment 
and decided that the conference with the Upper 
House be conducted by the Managers entrusted 
with that duty in the case of the last Bill. 

The Supplementary Budget for the z9th 
Fiscal Year was then passed without dissent. 
It has been originally submitted as for the 28th 
Fiscal Year, and was now presented for the 
2gth year, according to a vote of the House. 

Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
introduced the Bill for the Protection of Emi- 
grants. He explained that from 1876 to 1877, 
the number of Japanese emigrating had been 
only 400 annually ; from 1878 to 1881, it had 
grown to 12,000 ; between 1885 to 1890, it had 
been from 20,000 to 30,000, and between 1891 
and 1894, the last figures had been doubled. 
These emigrants had suffered various hardships 
abroad and the Government had enacted re- 
gulations with regard to them, but, a more com- 
prehensive system being found necessary, the 
present Bill had been compiled. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee with orders to report within a week. 

The House rose at 2.35 p.m. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 29TH. 
THE HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


3.—The Budget for the agth Fiscal Year of Meiji. 

@.—The Budget of Expenditures, arising out of obligations 
devolving upon the Treasury over aud above the items in 
the Budget. 


Mr. Kato Hiroyuki presented a second Ques- 
tion with regard to a High Council of Education. 

The House proceeded to elect Managers to 
confer with the Lower House on the subject of 
the Railway Law Amendment Bill. 

Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Budget Com- 
mittee, reported that full explanations of the 
various items had been offered by the Ministers 
of State and Government Delegates. Viscount 
Tani had raised objections with reference to the 
increment of the national armament, and had 
urged that the Government should withdraw 
the Budget and amend it. His proposition had 
found supporters, but the Government had de- 
Clined to admit that any amendment was neces- 
sary, and the Committee bad concluded that to 
prefer such a demand to the Government was 
beyond its competence. Therefore the Budget 
was recommended for adoption as it stood. 

Baron Date noted that the expenditures in 


Google 


the Budget exceeded the revenue by over 14 
million yen, and that it was proposed to meet 
the deficiency by taxation measures to be here- 
after discussed. In the event of those measures 
failing to obtain the consent of the Diet, what 
course was to be pursued ? 

Prince Konoye having replied that the point 
had not been specially considered by the Com- 
mittee, 

H.E. Viscount Watanabe, Minister of State 
for Finance, said that, as the House of Repre- 
sentatives was disposed to approve the taxation 
measures, the contingency referred to by Baron 
Date did not seem likely to arise. 

Mr. Nishimura Ryokichi said that the taxa- 
tion measures in question might be found in 
practice to have a seriously crippling effect upon 
the development of the country’s commerce and 
manufactures. They consequently needed the 
most careful deliberation. It was undoubtedly 
true, as the Minister of State for Finance had 
stated to the Budget Committee, that the Lower 
House having passed the increased expendi- 
tures included in the Budget, would either 
give its assent to the measures proposed for 
meeting these expenditures, or would provide 
some other means. But the two questions of 
the expenditure and the manner of meeting them 
were so closely connected that he moved, as an 
urgency proposition, that the discussion of the 
Budget be postponed until the taxation Bills 
could be considered at the same time. 

Mr. Hirayama Shigeno reminded Mr. Nishi- 
mura that it would scarcely be possible to bring 
the Budget into existence before the end of the 
session if such a course were adopted. 


H.E. Viscount Watanabe pointed out that the 
proper order, in his opinion, was to determine 
whether such and such expenditures were ob- 
solutely essential from a national point of view, 
and afterwards to consider the means of pro- 
curing funds. He presumed that the Badget 
Committee had proceeded on that principle. 


Prince Konoye said that the Committee had 
not taken that view. It might naturally be 
supposed that in recommending increased 
expenditures they would consider also the 
means of defraying them, and thence deduce 
their natural suitability and necessity. Bat 
the Committee had to prepare its report within 
a certain time, and the number of days at its 
disposal did not permit of such extensive in- 
quiries, 

H.E. Viscount Watanabe could not imagine 
that he had misinterpreted the Committee’s 
view. They had recommended the Budget 
unconditionally, and it must be assumed that 
they endorsed the national necessity of the ex- 
penditures contemplated. 

Viscount Tani supported Mr, Nishimura’s 
motion. He thought that the financial problem 
now demanding solution was of such excep- 
tional magnitude and importance that the 
House should not pledge itself to the general 
outlines without examining the full details. The 
former Minister of Finance, Count Matsukata, 
was understood to have held that view, and to 
have advocated the convening of a special Ses- 
sion so that the matter might receive ample 
consideration, There was no imperative neces- 
sity for starting these great undertakings at 
once, Yhe Budget of last year might very well 
be put into operation for the next fiscal year, so 
as to offer sufficient leisure to discuss the pro- 
blems exhaustively. 

After some desultory discussion, 

Mr. Yamagawa Ko moved to amend Mr. 
Nishimura’s proposition in the sense that the 
consideration of the Budget by the Upper House 
be deferred, not until the taxation Bills could 
be simultaneously discussed, but until the taxa- 
tion Bills had passed the Lower House. 

Mr. Nishimura accepted the amendment. 

The House rejected the motion by 69 to 68. 

Viscount Soga preferred some questions. He 
observed that a sum of 81 million yen was in- 
cluded in the Naval Estimates, to be expended 
during 7 years, for ship-building and arma- 
ments. He desired to know how many ships 
were (o be built with that money, and what 
would be their total displacement. Farther, 
were all the ships to be built abroad, and, if not, 


what portion of them were to be constructed in 
Japan? Again, a certain sum was set down 
for building expenditures at Maizuru Naval 
Station. Was that for the purpose of repair- 
ing the buildings already existing there? He 
wished to be informed, also, about the fifth 
Naval Station, to be formed, it was general- 
ly understood, at Muroran. No reference to 
this appeared in the Budget, from which he 
inferred that the Government did not propose 
to take any steps about it for 7 years. Finally, 
it was desirable that some information be given 
as to the Government's intentions about For- 
mosa. Was there to be no Naval Station there ? 


The Government Delegate replied that the 
number of vessels of war was 7, aud that torpedo 
boats were also included. As to a fifth Naval 
Station, the Government recognised the need of 
it, but had not yet conducted sufficiently ac- 
curate investigations to form the basis of a dis- 
tinct proposal. The same was true of a Naval 
Station in Formosa. If detailed information 
were needed, a secret session must be held. 

In answer to further questions, the Delegate 
said that foreign men of-war were allowed to 
use Japanese Docks as a matter of courtesy, 
but that permission was never given when 
inconvenience would be entailed upon Japan- 
ese shipping. 
~ The Minister of State for Finance said that 
materials for forming an estimate of the finances 
of Formosa were not yet to hand. The Go. 
vernment would be obliged to embody the ex- 
penditures and income of Formosa in a sup- 
plementary Budget for presentation next.session. 

The House went into secret session at 3.30 
p.m. and rose at 4.35 p.m. . 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVBS. 


The House met at 1.23 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z.—First Reading of a Government Bill embodying varioue 
ges in local boundaries. 
s—First Reading of a Bill (private) for granting State Aid to 
Agricultural Experimental Stations. 
g-~Representation for establishing a Consulate in Siam. 


The Vice-Minister of Home Affairs explained 
the first Bill. The changes contemplated had 
been considered necessary for some time with 
reference to the establishment of local auto- 
nomy. At present the number of Divisions in 
the empire was 709, but it would be reduced to 
532 if the projected ratifications of boundaries 
were Carried out. 


Mr. Shiba Somkuro moved, in view of the 
importance of the measure, that sixty of the | 
districts affected be divided into six sections 
and that the duty of examining and reporting 
upon each section be entrusted toa Special 
Committee of 18, 


Mr. Horikoshi Kansake thought that such a 
number of Commiitee-men—108 in all would 
be excessive. He moved that the Committee 
consist of 36, of whom 31 should be chosen so 
as to represent the 31 Cities and Prefectures 
where the changes were to be made, and 5 
should be independent. 

The House rejected the amendment and pass- 
ed Mr. Shiba’s motion. 

The changes in Kagoshima Prefecture were 
taken separately, and after various questions, 
this section was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee of 9. 


Mr. Yasuda Masutaro introduced the Bill for 
granting aid to Agricultural Experimental Sta- 
tions. The total yearly grant was not to exceed 
150,000 yen, and the Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce. was to be entrasted 
with the duty of granting permission for the 
establishment of such Stations in whatever 
places seemed suitable. The amount to be 
granted to a Station was not to exceed the 
amount subscribed by the projectors of the 
Station ; the grant was to be for 5 years, and the 
projectors were to be responsible for furnishing 
their share of the expenses during that period. 


After some questions, the Bill was entrusted 
to a Special Committee of 9, 

Mr. Yamashta Chioo introduced the Repre- 
sentation for establishing a Consulate in Siam. 
A treaty of Commerce had existed between 
Japan and Siam for 9 years, yet no steps had 
yet been taken to follow the example of all 
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other countries by appointing a Consul to look 
after the interests of Japanese subjects visiling 
or residing in Siam, and much inconvenience 
had been caused by entrusting the duty to the 
Consuls of France or Holland. 

The House adopted the Representation with- 
out debate, and rose at 3.20 p.m. 


MONDAY, MARCH 2ND. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House met at 10.30 a.m., and con- 
tinued the Secret Session of the preceding day, 
rising at §.30 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


‘the House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
s.—Second Reading of the Government Bill for Preventing the 

oreeee of Noxious Insects. (Sent down from House of 
a.—First Reading of three Government Bills (sent down from 

the House of Peers) relating to the Inspection of Ships, 
their Complement of Officers, and the (Control of the latter. 
3.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Amalga- 
mation of Ban 
4-—~First Reading of a Government Bill relating to Operations 
of Foreign Trade outside the Open Ports. 
$—First Reading of a Bill (private, for opening Tesuruga and 
meres other Ports in Fukui and other Prefectures to Foreign 
6.—First Reading of a Bill (private) relating to Cpen Ports. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, President of the Budget 
Committee, reported favourably on two Supple- 
mentary Budgets for the 28th and 2gth Fiscal 
years, providing sums of 13,072.42 yen and 
95,820,45 yew respectively, to be appropriated 
from the surplus revenue of the 27th fiscal year, 
to meet the expenses of despatching a Special 
Ambassador to Russia in connection with the 
Coronation of the Czar. 

The House passed the Badgets. 

The Special Committee having reported 
favourably onthe Bill for preventing the Ravages 
of Noxious Insects, as sent down from the 
Upper House, it was passed through its Second 
and Third Readings at once. 

The three Bills relating to the Inspection of 
Ships, &c., having been explained by the Go- 
vernment Delegate in terms similar to those 
employed in the Upper House, were entrusted 
to a Special Committee. 

Mr. aa beta Hae Government Delegate, 
explained the Bill relating to the Amalgamation 
of Banks, and it was handed to a Special Com- 
Milttee. 

The Bill relating to Operations of Foreign 
Trade outside the Open Ports was read as 
follows :— 

A:t. L.—For purposes of Foreign Trade outside 
the Open Ports it shall be competent to fix by 
Imperial Ordinance places where vessels owned 
by Japanese subjects may enter and clear, and 
where goods may be imported and exported. 

Act. [L—With cegard to the vessels and imports 
and exports mentioned in the preceding Article, 
the present Tariff Law and Regulations shall be 
applicable. 

Ait. IIL.—Io the event of closing any of the ports 
designated above, six months’ previous notice 
will be given by Imperial Ordinance. 

Art. [IV —This Law shall go into operation from 
the rst day of the 4th month of the 2gth year of 
Meiji (April rst, 1896). 

No Government Delegate offered any ex- 
planation of the Bill, and though some mem- 
bers desired to put questions, there was no 
means of obtaining a reply. The Bill was 
entrasted to a Special Committee. 

Mr. Obata Iwajiro introduced the next Bill. 
It provided that the undermentioned ports in 
Fukui and other Prefectures should be opened 
to Japanese owned vessels for purposes of trade 
with Korea, China, India, Russian littoral dis- 
tricts, and Saghalien, subject to existing Customs 
Regulations, namely :—Tsuruga, in Echizen 
(Fukui Prefecture); Sakai, in Hoki (Tottori 
Prefecture); Hamada, in Iwami (Shimane Pre- 
fecture); Shimonoseki, in Nagato (Yamaguchi 
Prefecture); Hakata, in Chikuzen (Fukuoka 
Prefecture); Moji,. in Buzen (Fukuoka Prefec- 
ture) Karatsu, Hizen (Nagasaki Prefecture); 
Awomori, in Mutsu (Awomori Prefecture). 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Suto Tokiichiro introduced the last Bill, 
It provided for the opening, by Imperial Ordi- 
nance, of the following ports to foreign trade :— 
Tokyo, in M&sashi; Shimidzu, in Suruga; 


Yokkaichi, in Ise; Shimonoseki, in Nagato; 
Moji, in Bazen ; Awomori, in Mutsu ; Tsuruga, 
in Echizen; Kagoshima, in Saitama; and 
Otaru in Shiribeshi. 

The Bill was handed to the same Committee 
as that entrusted with the examination of the 
last, and the House rose at 2.36 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH 3RD. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.40 a.m.,, the Order of 
the Day being— 


1—Supplementary Budgets for the s8th and sgth Fiscal Year. 
2.—Genera! Budget for the sgth Fiscal Year. 
3-—Correlated Budgets for the agth Fiscal Year. 


Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Budget Com- 
mittee, having reported in favour of the Supple- 
mentary Budgets, the object of which was to 
provide funds for the despatch of an Envoy to 
represent Japan at the Coronation of the Czar, 
the House passed the Budgets without debate. 


Viscount Soga said that he wished to puta 
question to the Minister of State for Finance 
with regard to the general Budget, and that he 
trusted His Excellency would attend the cham- 
ber at once. 

The President said that the Minister was not 
in the House. 

Viscount Soga explained that his question re- 
ferred to an expression used by the Minister 
during a conference of the Budget Committee. 
If any of the Government Delegates would 
undertake to reply, he should be satisfied. 
Viscount Soga said that he wished to know 
the ratio between the total income of the State 
and the sum considered appropriate to expend 
for military and naval purposes. 

Mr. Matsuo, Government Delegate, replied 
that the ratio originally had been 24.97 per cent. 
of the ordinary revenue, and 44 per cent. of the 
extraordinary revenue. 


Viscount Soga declared himself unable to 
comprehend some expressions used by the 
Minister with regard to that point. It was 
natural that the Delegate should not be able to 
confidently interpret the Minister's language. 
The attendance of -the latter in person was 
necessary to explain why, in reply toa comment 
by Viscount Tani, tirat the military expenditures 
amounted to nearly one half of the revénue. 
His Excellency had observed that such an 
allegation was calculated merely to perturb the 
public. 

The President said that he should apply for 
(the Minister’s attendance, but whether the ap- 
plication would be successful was, of course 
uncertain. Meanwhile the debate on the Budget 
should proceed. 

Several members urged that the particulars of 

the Budget could not be discussed without the 
Minister’s reply. 
* Viscount Tani angrily exclaimed that not 
only the Minister of Finance but also the Mini- 
ster President should attend on such an occasion. 
He moved that the debate be adjourned until 
they attended. ‘- 


A desultory discussion ensued. Viscount 
Soga insisted that it was most inconvenient and 
unbecoming that not a single Minister of State 
was present in the House when a matter of such 
importance as the Budget was about to be dis- 
cussed. 

The Government Delegate said that he 
thought he could answer any questions put by 
members, but Viscount Tani declared that 
explanations from him would not suffice. 

Several members urged that a recess be taken 
until the Ministers attended. 


The President said that he could not adopt 
that course without taking the sense of the 
House. 

Mr. Uzawa Takeo thought that the President 
had competence to decide without referring to 
the House. 

Viscount Soga supported the last speaker. 
Supposing that the House voted to take a recess 
and that the Ministers failed to attend day 
after day, the President would be powerless to 
call the House together. 

Some members pointed out that if such a 
precedent were established as that of taking a 
recess and postponing a debate until a Minister : 
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of State attended, the business of the House 
might be perpetually interrupted. 

The President maintained his point that since 
the House had no power to compel the attend- 
ance of a Minister, it could only prefer a request 
and then proceed with its debates. 

Viscount Soga explained that there was no 
question of making it a rule that any and every 
Bill should require the presence of a Minister. 
Whenever a Gércriwent Delegate'’s explana- 
tions were explicit and intelligible, they would 
suffice. But where only a Minister could answer 
the House’s questions, a Minister might fairly 
be expected (o attend. 

The President said that, under any circum- 
stances, he shoald adjourn the House for that 
day. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4TH. 


The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the day being the Budgets for the 29th Fiscal 
Year. The Vice-President occupied the chair. 

Viscount Soga addressed to the Minister 
of State his questions of the preceding day, 
namely, that the Minister had stated, at a con- 
ference of the Budget Committee, that the mili- 
tary and naval expenditures would not amount 
to more than 34 per cent. of the revenue, where- 
as, according to the speaker’s calculation, if 
the expenditures in Formosa and those required 
for building two new naval stations were in- 
cluded, the total would be nearly one half of the 
ordinary revenue. Further, he understood that 
during the course of the mext 15 years, the 
military and naval outlays would increase gradu- 
ally up to 70 or 80 million yen. Was that so? 
Finally, what percentage of the national expen- 
ditures would these outlays hereafter represent ? 


The Minister explained, with regard to the 
first point, that in replying to Viscount Tani in 
the Budget Committee’s conference, he had not 
included naval and military expenditures that 
would be defrayed out of the Indemnity Fund, 
or by means of Loan Bonds. As to the second 
question, the Government did not anticipate 
that the military and naval expenditures would 
amount to one-half of the ordinary expenditure. 
They would probably be 34 per cent. of that ex- 
penditure in the 32nd year of Meiji, and after 
that would probably not be more than 30 per cent. 


Viscount Soga understood that during the 
next period of 7 years, 70 millions were to be 
spent.on the increase of the Army and go mil- 
lions on that of the Navy. Roughly speaking, 
an outlay of 200 yess was contemplated. With 
regard to the means of meeting that outlay, he 
presumed that by “‘revenue™’ the proceeds of taxa- 
tion were alone referred to. Did the Minister in- 
clude the proceeds of loan bonds in the revenue? 


The Minister said that the Government did 
include the proceeds of bonds in revenue ap- 
plied for such purposes. If the proceeds of 
taxes alone were available to meet military out- 
lays, it was plain that the country’s ability to 
assume a belligerent attitude in any emergency 
would be fatally crippled. 

Viscount Soga replied that to issue bonds was 
to contract a loan, and since both the principal 
and interest of a loan must be paid, he failed 
to see how funds thus borrowed could be in- 
cluded in revenue. 

The Minister replied that all monies entering 
the Treasury had to be shown as income. 

Viscount Soga insisted that if the expendi- 
tures on account of Formosa were included, the 
outlay for next year would be 50 million yen. 
Was not that disproportionate to the country’s 
resources ? 

The Minister answered that Viscount Soga 
was dealing with future contingencies, whereas 
the House was asked simply to discuss the 
Budget now before it. 

Viscount Soga retorted that 40 millions of 
people were deeply interested in this question 
of Formosa. Was it not an arbitrary statement 
on the part of the Minister to dismiss such a 
question with a mere remark that it was not now 
under consideration. 

The Minister replied that he had repeatedly 
explained that the Formosa military expendi- 
tures were still in process of computation and 
that there were as yet no sufficient data for 
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discussing them. If anything were arbitrary, it 
seemed to be Viscount Soga’s insistence in the 
face of such an explanation. 

Mr. Yamagawa Ko wished to hear what the 
Minister President had to say about the Budget. 

Marquis Ito said that he had already made 
a statement before the Budget Committee, 
and the House had doubtless read it jn 
_ the stenographic report. The Budget differ- 
ed from an ordinary project of law. It 
was divided into several indepéndent sections, 
each of which underwent careful revision 
at the hands of a part of the Budget Com- 
mittee. That revision was now completed. 
Question after question had been asked and 
answered during a period of many days, and 
the Budget had now reached the stage of being 
finally discussed by the House. He trusted 
that, in the interests of the State, all possible 
expedition would be employed in passing it. 

Viscount Tani asked the Government's in- 
tentions with regard to a memorial from the 
Chambers of Commerce on the subject of the 
Business Tax. 

Marquis Ito had seen such a memorial in the 
newspapers but it had not reached the Govern- 
ment’s hands. At any rate, it could not be 
favourably received, after the financial pro- 
gramme had been finally elaborated and embo- 
died in the Budget. The same remark applied 
to any representation, however able. It was too 
late for any representation to affect the Budget. 
But they might be submitted for purposes of 
comparison. 

Mr. Nishimura Byokichi preferred several 

uestions with the object of ascextaining the 
Governments views about the probable yearly 
increase or otherwise of the revenues and ex- 
penditures of the State, but the Minister of State 
or Finance declined to make any definite state- 
ment except that both would doubtless increase, 
though not in such a manner as to set up an 
inconvenient ratio, and that the Government 
had no intention of meeting deficiencies by 
issuing convertible notes. 

‘After some more questions, the discussion of 
the Budget was commenced, and the whole of 
the Expenditures and Revenues In the General 
Budget were passed as amended by the Lower 
House. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

The House met for Committee business only 

on the 3rd and 4th instant. 


THURSDAY, MARCH §TH. ' 
HOUSE OF PRERS. 
The House met at 10.40 a.m. the Order of 
the Day being— . 


s.—General. Supplementary, and Special Budgets for the agth 
Fiscal Year. 

9.—Second Reading of Public Peace Police Bill. 

3-—First Reading of the Bill relating to Noxious Insects. 


The House resumed its discussion of the 
Budgets and passed them without amendment; 
as sent up from the Lower House. 

Baron Uyemura Masanao, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the Pub- 
lic Peace Police Bill, with several amendments 
of a minor character. The proposed law was to 
take the place of the Peace Preservation Re- 
gulations and the Premonition Regulations. 
(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, January 
2oth.) 

Various questions were asked and answered. 

The House, on re-assembling after the mid- 
day recess, was counted out. | 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.30 p.m., the Order of 

the Day being— . 


2.—Consideration of the Upper House’s Amendments of the 
Bill relating to the Special Wisposal of National Banke be- 
fore the Expiration of their charters. 

s.—Second Reading of the Income Tax Bill. 

g-—Second Reading of the Tobacco Mono 

4-—Second Redding of the Business Tax 

§.—Petitions. 


Mr. Eto Shinsaku presented a Question re- 
lating to the protection of Japanese life and 
property in Korea. He said that since the 11th 
ultimo many Japanese had met violent deaths 
at the hands of the Korean insurgents, and 
many had lost much, if not the whole, of their 
property. Moreover, the King of Korea had 
Issued a proclamation in which the insurgents 
were spoken of in laudatory terms. It was al- 
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most as though a state of war existed between 
Japan and Korea. Yet the Japanese Govern- 
ment was understood to have instructed its 
Representative to avoid collisions—an injunc- 
tion evidently referring to Russia. There could 
be no doubt that Russia's proceedings in the 
peninsula were open to grave censure. What 
steps was the Government taking to protect 
Japanese life and property? Neither the Minister 
in Séul not the guards stationed there seemed 
to be giving themselves any concern about the 
matter. 

(The House then proceeded to consider the 
Taxation Bills. We hold over the report until 
our next issue.) 





KOREAN NEWS. 


ERE eee 
March, 2. 


We gather the following from the latest cor- 
respondence sent to the various Metropolitan 
papers, from Sdul, the letters covering events 
up to the 23rd ultimo :-— 


The banishment of the two Min leaders by 
the new Cabinet for a term of 10 years, a mea- 
sure denounced as a flagrant breach of official 
faith, is explained in various ways by the cor- 
respondents, some ascribing it to the new Mini- 
stry’s selfish greed for power, others conjectur- 
ing that the sentence was simply a farce and 
that the Min will be restored to power. The 
former explanation is believed to be more con. 
sonant with the character of the Koreans, 
who are notoriously suspicious of others, 
and also insatiable for power. The Cabinet 
does not enjoy even the semblance of stability. 
As already predicted by high anthorities 
on Korea, Li Pém-chin, and the brothers 
Li, namely, Li Yun-yong and Li Won-yang, 
have begun to look askance at one other, each 
suspecting the other of mancéuvring to obtain 
the lion’s share of authority. Whatever may 
be the reason, Li Pém-chin appears to be more 
influential at present than the two brothers, 
judging from the fact that he bas succeeded in 
securing, in addition to the portfolio of Justice, 
another office of equat importance, namely 
the presidency of the Police Board, formerly 
occupied by An Kyong-su. The assumption 
of the latter post by Pém-chin proved the signal 
for the arrest of many influential members of 
the overthrown Government in quick succession. 
Already eight ex- officials have been seized, two of 
whom are brothers of Woo Pom-sun and Kon 
Yong-chu, former Cabinet Ministers proscribed 
by the new Government. It is feared that these 
arrests must be interpreted as indicating a bar- 
barous intention on the part of the new Chief of 
Police to hold these men responsible for offences 
alleged to have been committed by their brothers. 

Among countless irregular proceedings that 
disgrace the new Government, the treatment ex- 
tended to the Vice-Minister of Justice in the 
Kim Cabinet is a good example. After the 
subversion of the Cabinet, he was at first suffer- 
ed to retaig his position, but was subsequently 
appointed a member of the Privy Council, only 
to be degraded and arrested a few hours later. 

The anti-Japanese sentiment is more rampant 
than ever in Korea since the coup d'état of the 
11th ultimo. Already rt Japanese have been 
murdered in various localities, 7 of whom were 
killed in Y6-ju. This antipathy against the 
Japanese has naturally extended to the Koreans 
employed by them. On the roth ult., a Korean 
in the service of the Legation was seized and 
cruelly handled. He succeeded in making his 
excape and laid a complaint before the Japan- 
ese Police. Four the roughs were forthwith 
arrested and examined. They finally confessed 
that they had been charged by certain members 
of the Police Bureau and the War Department 
to put to death more than 300 Koreans em- 
ployed by the Japanese and also to set Japanese 
dwellings on fire. Itis said that on the strength 
of the above confession, the Japanese Legation 
has opened strong negotiations with the Korean 
Government. 

A course in the Russian Language has been 
opened in the Japanese-Korean School, and so 
completely does Russian influence now over- 
shadow that of Japan that most of the Korean 


students hitherto learning the Japanese lan- 
guage have expressed their desire to abandon 
the study in favour of the newcourse. But itis 
said that owing to the remonstrance of the vice- 
Minister of Education, many of them have been 
induced to give up their intention. 

A strange rumour ig mentioned by all the 
correspondents to the effect that the Govern- 
ment contemplates floating a loan of one mil- 
lion yes in Russia on the security of Phydng- 
ando and Ham-gy6éng-do. 

The provincial insurrections are far from 
being quieted. Royal Edicts and Government 
notifications are wholly inefficacious to quell 
them. On the contrary, those documents are 
said to have had the effect of inspiring the 
rebels with new courage, their doings having 
been extolled as patriotic in the Government's 
proclamations. In some localities the people 
are reported to be planning an insurrection be- 
cause the King still remains in the Russian 
Legation. Since His Majesty removed to that 
Legation, abont 300 Court ladies have been 
released from service. They are said to be 
rather pleased with the change, many of them 
are endeavouring to get married. 

Painful intelligence is given about the widows 
of the ex-Premier and the ex-Minister of Agri- 
culture and Commerce, who were murdered in 
a shocking manner by the Police of the new 
Government. The widow of the Premier had 
been confined to bed for more than three years 
before the assassination of her husband. Since 
that shocking incident, her disease has develop- 
ed rapidly, and there is now little hope of her 
recovery. Moreover, the ex-Premier having 
been a statesman of strict integrity, his fami- 
ly have no means of subsistence. It is al- 
leged that, partly out of sorrow for the marder 
of the Premier, and partly owing to the piteous 
condition of the family, Kim’s younger brother 
who was Vice-Minister of Education in the 
former Cabinet, is determined to commit 
suicide. More pathetic isthe fate of the widow 
of the ex-Minister of Agriculture and Commerce. 
She had no child to console ber for the loss of 
her husband, and in the phrensy of grief she 
committed suicide on the 19th ult. 

So incessant is the issue of Royal Edicis, 
many of them highly incongruous and con- 
tradictory, that the Cabinet is dubbed the 
‘‘Royal Edicts Cabinet.” The King—as is 
perhaps natural in view of the state of affairs— 
is said to be entirely ignorant of the edicts 
issued in his name. 


The following two telegrams reached Head- 
quarters on the 29th ult. from the officers in 
command of the Commissariat Station at 
Fusan :—‘“ A report from of Capt. Miake, trans- 
mitted from Ka-heung, under date of the 26th 
ult., says that, having received information from 
Chang how5du that the Insurgents showed signs 
of invading that place, he proceeded thither at 
the head of 45 men. The insurgents were 
quartered in the vicinity, but they showed no 
sign of advancing. On the a3rd, a body of 140 
Koreans and 20 Japanese aoldiers degided to 
attack Yd-ju. They reached a place some 
§ miles from Chang-howdu, which was de- 
fended by the rebels, numbering about 600. 
After two hours’ fighting, the invaders were ob- 
liged to beat « retreat to Chang-howdn. At 4 
p.tn. on that the day, the insurgents advanced to 
that place and besiezed it, but after desultory 
fighting for about 24 hours, the besieged mada 
a sortie and completely beat back the besiegers, 
who left some 40 or 50 dead ou the field, while 
or the part of the besieged only two were 
wounded. The main body of the enemy re- 
treated toward W6-ju. The engagement in- 
volved the destruction of the suburba of Chang- 
bow6n by fire. A party of 30 Japanese soldiers 
finally gucceeded in reaching Y6-ju and oo- 
cupying it. Nine of the rebela were killed 
and there were no casualities on the Japanese 
side. Y6-ju was destroyed by fire in the 
engagement. It is said that no rebels are now 
found in the vicinity of Y6-ju or Changhowdn. 

While part of a company that had been sent 
in the direction of Kaheung were halted af 
Mumky6ng, in consequence of alarming news 
received from the former plaga, they learned 
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that a body of rebels had assembled to the] fics for himself—ag 0-ani-san, 0-ototo-san, &c.— | from Buddhist writings, this being very often 
south of [Lumkyéng and cut the telegraph wire. | but he certainly ought to be informed that such | done by Theosophists and others who sought 
Lieut. Sakai, at the head of 27 men, marched] words exist as anigo-san, ototogo-san. For|to minimise the value of the Christian Scrip- 
out to reconnoitre the neighbourhood, and |‘ mother,” again, he gives only “ Aahka’ and |tures. The question thereupon arose, Were 
came into collision with the rebel’s scouts at a} “ okkasan,” and for uncle the polite form ojfsan | these precepts to be found in the earlier Bud- 
place some two miles from Chinnanmum.| alone appears, whereas “aunt” is set down as| dhist wrilings, and, if not Original, whence were 
The insurgents retreated and the Japan-|‘ oda” without any honorific at all. The whole of they derived? A careful examination of the 
ese followed them to Chinnanmum, where|this section of the vocabniarly needs revising, | Buddhist writings, and of the Old Testament 
about 1,000 insurgents were found in position.} but our readers will readily understand that| showed that every valuable moral precept incul- 
The Japanese boldly attacked them, and suc-| where points of criticism are so few, the general] cated by Buddha or his followers was freely 
ceded in driving them out of the place, without | verdict must be very laudatory. In fact we re- taught by Moses and the Prophets centuries 
any casualties on the side of the assailants and| gard this little work as the best available for before Buddha existed: and this was scarcely 


a loss of more than 20 men on that of the as-| tourists or students in the early stages of their|to be wondered at, considering the light which 
sailed. The majority of the rebels retreated 


study, _Read simultaneously with one of the|had been thrown of late on the extent to which 

towards the north-west. The Japanese, there-| standard volumes on grammer and syntax, it} nations in earlier days held intercommunication, 
fore, set about repairing the wire from the] will satisfy the ambition of all reasonable folks. | The Ethics of Buddhism were evidently deriv- 
morning of the 28th ultimo. Intelligence from ed from those nations with whom the inhabi- 
Taku (on the Yalu) says that about 1,000 rebels tants of India had commercial and other 
are reported to have assembled at Autung. relations, including the Jewish ; which was in 
its greatest prosperity 500 years before Buddha 
was said to have existed ; and also later, when 
the Captivity took place, and there was a 
tendency towards the dispersal of that people. 
Attention was drawn to the evidence given by 
subscribers, we have employed only the head-| Strabo and other ancient writers to the great com- 
ing “Reuters Yokohama Service of Tele-| mercial intercourse existing in the tenth century 
grams.” We imagine, though such a supposi-|B.c, between India, Persia, Parthia, Media, and 
tion can scarcely be entertained, that the ¥apan | the countries south of the Euxine, as well as the 
Gasette expects to have its own columns re-|ancient traffic by sea which recent research had 
cognised as the sole source of these telegrams. | shown to have existed, and had been referred to 
We should have no objection whatever to mak- | at a recent meeting of the Institute as carried on 
ing such an acknowledgment, were it fair. But|from India round Ceylon and up the Red Sea, 
inasmuch as the Yokohama and Tokyo com-| the ships being mostly manned by those in- 
munities subscribe, on account of the service, trepid mariners, the Phoenicians. At the close 
more than three times as much as the F apan| of the evening it was announced that one of the 
Gasette subscribes, we do not see how the latter | Institute’s Committee, Mr. T. G. Pinches, of 
can be entitled to any monopoly of recognition. | the Department of Oriental Antiquities, at the 
It is our desire, of course, to do whatever is just | British Museum, had discovered and decipheréd 
in this matter, and since the heading hitherto]some new and remarkable inscriptions. These 
adopted by us is complained of, the best methud | were of special interest to the biblical student 
we can see 1s to use the formula, “ Reuter's|and would shortly be published for the informa- 
Service of Telegrams, supplied to the Fapan|tion of all the members, Many applications 
Herald, the Japan Gasette, and other sub-| from persons desiring to support the Institute 
scribers in Tokyo and Yokohama.” as members or associates having been received 
As to the value of the service for which the] from places in England, America, India and the 
above subscribers pay $4,800, and the Fapan Colonies, the applicants were elected and the 


Mail pays $2,400 annually, we are entirely at meeting adjourned.— Communicated. 
one with the opinion expressed by an evening : 


contemporary, namely, that many of the tele- 
grams forwarded from Shanghai are not worth| THE CAPTAIN OF THE FOKOHAMA 
a dollar per code-word—that is what they cost CRICRET CLUB. 
approximately when the Agency’s commission ee eens 

is added—or even a fraction of a dollar per Owing, it would seem, to incorrect appreci- 
word. Shanghai gets them from Hongkong 80] ation of Mr. Walford’s remarks at the Annual 
cheaply that the quality of the messages be- Meeting of the Yokohama Cricket and Athletic 
comes a secondary consideration. But it has|Ciyb on the 28th ultimo, he has been reported 
to be remembered that a time may at any mo-|in our columns as emphatically declining to 
ment arrive when telegrams from Europe will | serve for another year in the capacity of Captain 
be of immense interest, and then, perhaps, the] of the Cricket Club, and yet immediately ac- 
present extravagant arrangement will be parti- cepting the nomination when it was made by 
ally compensated. The communities of Yoko-|yote, The position really taken by Mr. Walford 
hama and Tokyo were already the most]in his speech, as we now gather, was that he 
heavily taxed people in the world on account|had asked the Committee to look out for an- 
of newspapers, and now they are incom-| other Captain, stating his reasons for desiring to 
parably the most heavily taxed people in| withdraw, but that, being informed by the Com- 
the world on account of telegrams al80.| mittee of its inability to find any one willing, . 
Considering what they pay for their newspapers, competent, and able to take the post, he con- 
it appears to us that they might reasonably | sented to retain it, should the members vote in 
expect the newspapers to provide telegraphic|ihat sense. Under the circumstances, he did 


news without any further charge. However, | jot conceive any idea of refusing to serve. 
that is the business of subscribers. If they | —— 
think that they get their money’s worth, they 
are not be commiserated with. A, number of 
Yokohama folk once perpetrated the quaintest Saree eae as 
fiasco on record by a newspaper speculation} Here is the most succient account we have yet 
connected with the Fapan Gasefte. They have} seen of the origin of the Monroe doctrine, from 
now associated themselves with the same journal | the pen of Professor J. W. Burgers, of the Chair 
in a romantic telegraphic enterprise. Wedoubt|of Political Science, Columbia College, New 
whether the second venture will prove more] York :— 
gratifying than the first did, though happily the} The Monroe doctrine, as understood by those 
pecuniary contingencies are less considerable. | who originated it, had reference to a certain poli- 
tical situation, and was intended to meet that 
situation. Briefly that situation was as follows :— 
THE WISDOM OF 2HE EAST. After the overthrow of Napoleon and his European 
———————-—_—_ imperial idea, and the restoration of the princes 
The subject of ‘‘ The Dertvattorrof the Ethics 7H continental eens to theie rdoears shea . 
1 ” 1 H these rinces, cCliier amon them the zar oO 
of Buddhism” was investigated and carefully Russia. tie Emperor of Aine, and the King of 
discussed at the first meeting for the new year Prussia, entered into a league, called the Holy 
of the Victoria Institute of London, England i} Alliance, which, among other things, pledged all 
its consideration being introduced in a brieflto assist each in putting down popular insurrece 
paper, the author of which called attention to] tions in the dominions of each respectively. 
the frequency with which moral precepts, often| That is, the systeay here established for cone 
similar to those in Holy Writ, were quoted as tinental Euope was a league of absolute monar- 















































































REUTER'S SERVICE OF 
TELEGRAMS. 
—__——_———_____. 

The Fapan Gasetfe complains that in re- 
publishing Reuter’s telegrams as supplied to 
the (wo evening papers and a number of other 
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“ KELLY & WALSH'S HANDBOOK OF 
THE $ APANESE LANGUAGE.” 


———_—_ ___—_ 

It is not possible to go very far in the Japan- 
ese language without deeper study than hand- 
books of phrases furnish, but for those that 
desire to acquire merely a current knowledge 
of the colloquial, we have seen no better book 
than that published by Messrs. Kelly & Walsh. 
The author’s name is not given. In a very 
modest preface he tells us that his aim is to 
assist persons desirous of acquiring some ac- 
quaintance with the vernacular without making 
a laborious study of the language, and that he 
has drawn largely upon the standard works al- 
ready compiled for a wider purpose than his 
own. But apart from the fact that the works 
in question may be better suited for systematic 
learners, the handbook now before us seems to 
bear comparison with the best of them, and to 
extend to a larger sphere of usefulness. At 
the commencement we find a few essential para- 
digms of verbs, lists of numerals, vocabularies, 
words, and phrases in commonest use, auxillary 
numerals, years, days, &c., currency, measures, 
and so forth. These foundations of necessary 
information being laid, the author takes us 
through a number of dialogues on special sub- 
jects or under every-day circumstances, and 
concludes with an excellent English-Japanese 
vocabulary. We cannot say that all the sen- 
tences are constructed precisely in the form 
usually heard in the politest society, but those 
to which such a criticism applies are few and 
far between. Sometimes we find phrases that 
could scarcely be employed without risk of 
ridicule by a speaker whose knowledge is limit- 
ed to the contents of the handbook. For ex- 
ample, unless a curio-hunter is prepared to be 
thought a namaiki na yalsu, he had better not 
Jannch into such very erudite and idiomatic 
language as “ Sore ya omae wa fisen-teki de 
akinat wa shimasu, na.” A Japanese bric-a- 
brac dealer generally knows how to get his 
hand into the pocket of a customer that apes 
the sarcastic pedant. However, that is a matter 
of individual fancy. Very much more import- 
antis the author’s lack of uniformity in deal- 
ing with the equivalents for such word as 
* brother,” “ sister,” “‘son,” &c. These always 
present much difficulty to a foreigner speaking 
Japanese. The Japanese themselves, in re- 
ferring to their own relatives, use words so to- 
tally different from the terms that have to be 
employed by another to designate the same 
persons, and, on the other hand, have com- 
paratively so little occasion to talk to a fo- 
reigner of his brother, sister, niece, aunt, and so 
forth, that the student is often terribly puzzled 
to avoid the use of discourteous terms. A 
severe but satisfactory test of a phrase-book’s 
completeness is furnished by its manner of 
treating this part of its subject, and while we 
observe that the author of the little book befor 
us has recognised the difficulty, we cannot gdy 
that he has fully overcome it. For exanfple, 
his equivalents for ‘‘ brother ” are £yddai, ant 
‘(eldest brother), ofofo (younger brother), none 
of which words could be used in speaking of 
another’s brother. Here, however, the perplexity 
is not so great, for the student can add honori- 
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chies, upon the principle of intervention, to aid 
each other in suppressing all movements for con- 
stitutional government and civil liberty in either. 
The restored Bourbon King of France joined the 
Alliance shortly after its original establishment, 
as did all the other powers of continental Europe, 
except the Papal States. On the other hand, 
England held aloof from it, refused to join it, and 
condemned its principles. 

The Alliance first applied its principles of 
intervention in the Neapolitan question in 1821, 
andrestored King Ferdinand IV. It next applied 
it in restoring King Ferdinand VIL. in Spain and 
suppressing the Spanish revolution of 1822-23. 

It was thought and feared thoughout England 
and the United States that the Alliance intended 
to lend its power to King Ferdinand in restoring 
his authority over his rebellious provinces in 
Mexico and South America. 

It was under these circumstances, and to meet 
this exigency, that England and the United States 
took counsel with each other, and resolved to 
intervene against this intervention of the Holy 
Alliance Powers, and demand that the question 
between Spain and her rebellious colonies be left 
to themselves, as a purely internal matter, with 
which outside Powers should not middle. Thatis, 
England and the United States resolved to assert 
the doctrine of non-intervention in the purely 
internal affairs of a state by any other other state 
as a principle of international law, and to make 
the principle of won-intervention effective by inter- 
vening against intervention. 

This was the Monroe doctrine as understood 
by its originators, nothing more and nothing 
less. . . - 

It is true thatin an entirely different part of 
Mr. Monroe’s famous message there occurs the 
declaration that the American continent was, at 
that time, all occupied by sovereignties capable 
of governing the entice teiitory of it, and that 
nothing more was open to occupation by auy 
Power as a new discovery. But this was not then 
considered as any part of the Monroe doctrine, 
nor for many years afterward, although generally 
conceded. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


———___—<@—__—__—— 

{Our readers must distinctly understand that we ere in no 
eense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
apondents, for the accuracy ef their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.} 





A CONTRADICTION. 


Sir,—May I ask the favour of a few lines in 
your paper, to contradict a story in circulation, 
which if true would be a serious reflection on my 
administration as the Leader of the Salvation 
Army in this country? It is stated that I cast two 
officers adrift, destitute and penniless, here, 12,000 
miles from home. No doubt the gentleman who 
unde:took to raise by subscription enough money 
to return them to England, would have found it 
difficult to do so without the story: nevertheless, I 
must emphatically deny its truthfulness. I laid 
the whole question, in the presence of the officers 
interested, before the British ViceeConsul in Tokyo, 
who gave it as his opinion that the offer made to 
them by the Salvation Army was a very generous 
one and that they ought to be thankful and accept 
it. 





— Thanking you in anticipation, [ remain yours 
respectfully, E. WRIGHT, 
ColoneleCommanding. 

Head-quarters of the Salvation Army, Tokyo, 
February 29th, 1896. 





A CHINESE BUDDHIST. 


To tHe Epiror oF THE “ JAPAN Malt.” 
Sir,—A few days ago, while looking over a 
Buddhist paper published in Nagoya, I came 
across atranslation of a letter written by a Chine 
ese, who calls himself, Major Hinchon, to an Ine 
dian Buddhist magazine. Granting authenticity, 
a cettain degree of interest is necessarily attached 
tothe article. The writer begins by saying that 
he has visited the holy places of Buddhism in 
India, and being a reader of the Indian magazine, 
wishes to contribute, but does not wiile simply 
from a desisve to have his production appear in 
public. Continuing, he says: ‘* What concerns 
me is a telegram by Reuter, and the attitude of 
Europeans toward China, The English are say- 
ing every day, ‘Capture the high officials and 
send them to Europe,’ the reason for which is 
that some Christians have been killed. Now, 
what kind of persons are they (the Cliistians) ? 
The idea that Chinese have of Christ is that he was 
aA man who, though woking miracles, was uot 


able to lead the wise and rich . . . -« 
not being able to perform 
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of 5 per cent. as formerly. In connection with 
the improvement of the ground, the Directors 
of the Kirin Beer Company had very generously 
offered to present the kiosk that the Company used 
at the Kyoto Exhibition last year, free of cost 
to the Club. The outgoing Committee, however, 
had not definitely accepted their kind offer, owing 
to a difficulty in selecting a site for the kiosk, 
but the matter would be submitted to the new 
Committee, who would doubtless accept the gift 
for the Club. In connection with Cricket, the 
most important item on the year’s programme 
was the Cricket Week, which had passed off very 
successfully, The MKirin Challenge Cup, for the 
best batting average, had been won by Crawford 
with an average of 49.11, nearly 50.—(Applause.) 
They might feel sure that the trophy had gone 
into good hands, and that Crawford would do his 
best to keep the Cup in those hands.—(A pplause.) 
They had not been so successful in football this 
year, and were defeated by Kobe in the interpoct 
match, but the best thanks of the Club were due 
tothe young blood that had gone down to Kobe 
and battled so bravely for the Club.—(Hear, lear.) 
But hopes were bright for the future; they had seve- 
ral promising youngsters coming on, and in the 
course of the next two years they ought to have again 
a good football team.—(Hear, hear.) They had 
had a successful Athletic meeting in the Autumn, 
but it seemed the general opinion that a meeting 
could be much better arranged in the Spring, so 
the outgoing Committee proposed an amendment 
to Rule 11, which, if passed, would allow of an 
Athletic Meeting being arranged in the Spring.— 
(Hear, hear.) At present the ground was closed 
in March and April according to theic rules. [m- 
provements had been made in their running 
track, in accordance with the wishes of bicyling 
members when they joined the Club—for bicyling 
was another sport which the Club now fostered— 
and he hoped that the meinbers would feel satis- 
fied with what had been done, the Committee 
having done the best they could to improve it. 
In connection with Lawn Tennis, the Club was 
greatly indebted to Mr. Dickinson==(hear, hear) 
—who had arranged a successful double handi- 
cap under the title of ‘Profession Pairs,” and 
had got up the handsome silver cup that they 
saw on the table, for a single handicap. He 
would move that a special vote of thanks be ac- 
corded to Mr. Dickinson for the trouble and pains 
he had taken in securing the handsome cup.— 
(Applause.) In regard to Baseball, there was 
vot much to say beyond the fact that several games 
had taken place on the ground in the course of 
the year. The Treasurer reminded him that one 
reason for their large outlay last year was the 
expense of the Cricket Week: the Club had 
given $300 out of its funds towards the cost of 
the Cricket Week, and thanks should. be accord- 
ed to members and their friends who so generously 
came forward at that time and helped to entertain 
their Shanghai and Kobe visitors. 

On the motion of Mr. G. M. Stir Line, second- 
ed by Mr. TaNNgR, the report and accounts were 
passed. : 


and 
miracles when he 
ought, he could not save his own life. Foolish 
people call this man, Christ, and his apostles are 
the Christians, ‘and, though not revealing their 
truth, yet their discussions are sufficient to show 
their own ignorance. This is the cause of end- 
less disputes, and hence it is no great wonder that 
it comes to killing the opposers of the country of 
China, the assaulters of her religion. Though we 
fall into hell we will not believe Cluistianity ; 
because of this, if the Christian propagandists 
wish to save themseives, they cannot save China. 
However, take notice of the actions of the Eu- 
ropeans. If they wish to fight, though all of 
Europe should rise and come, we have the cour- 
age tofight. If we say we will stop the opium 
traffic with India at no distant date, how you will 
feel in the end I do not know, but our feelings 
toward Indians will never change, they will al- 
ways be kind. Are not your country’s people, 
our weighbouring Asiatics? Are you not our 
friends and brothers? Therelation of Buddhists 
and Hindoos cannot be compared to Protestants 
and Catholics. Hence we, like you, lonour 
Brahma and his God. Your country being our 
Palestine, we must say that all Asia is the friend 
of India. Iam about to go to Bombay, and hope 
to return by way of Ceylon, and after returning 
I will speak to all people of the warm hospitality 
received in your country, and, with sorrow, I will 
say that the present India is not the India of 
which the ancients spoke.” 

Poor, dear crocodiles! they do not get any 
little babies to eat now. 

Yours, &c., G. M. 

February 26th, 1896. 
















































VYOROHAMA CRICKET & ATHLETIC 
CLUB. 


Soo a —_——»p—_--—-_--—- 

The annual meeting of members of the Yoko- 
hama Cricket and Athletic Club was held on Fri- 
day afternoon in Kiel’s Building. Mr. J. P. 
Mollison, President, was in the chair, There 
were also present, Messrs. W. W. Campbell, 
E, J. Easton, H. R. Mair, F. C. McWilliams, 
F. H. Tanner, H. V. Dickinson, A. B. Walford, 
E. H. lrwine, A. H. Dare, P. A. Angier, Jas. 
Stewart, W. Tucker, A. McLaren, A. C. Read, 
E. W. Tilden, W. Y. Showler, S. D. Hepburn, 
C. Gibbens, Col. Hill, E. H. Tuska, F. E. White, 
E. Flint Kilby, W. H. R. Carew, H. E. Campbell, 
B. Mason, H. E. Allcock, H. MacArthur, E. Adet, 
H. M. Arnould, W. J. S. Shand, E. Corti, are 
Sharp, R. M. Stirling, H. E. Harries, G. C. 
Murray, H. A. Fraser, J. Colem, F. H. Bugbird, 
G. J. H. Schurr, F. J. Lias, E. R. Morriss, F. C. 
K. Johnston, G. Macondray, F. H. Hooper, G. C. 
Allcock, and many others. 


The CuairMan said the meeting had been 
called in accordance with the cules for the pre- 
sentation of the Committee’s report and the 
adoption of the Treasurer’s accounts. He would 
ask the Honorary Secretary to read the notice 
convening the meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. E. O. Kenyon) 
having read the advertisement, 

The CHAIRMAN said the report and accounts 
had been before the members for some time and 
were so clear that they scarcely required any 
comment, but he thought that some remarks that 
he had to make upon them would prove inter- 
esting. With a membership of abont 200 upon 
the roll, which meant an income for the ensuing 
year of $2,000, he thought the Club could look for- 
ward with confidence to the future.—(Hear, hear.) 
They would have to face some heavy expenditure 
within the next twelve months, however, as was 
mentioned in the report, and the out-going 
Committee had obtained estimates as to the cost 
of anew fence—that was absolutely necessary— 
and they found that at the lowest it would cost 
$600 or $560 for a fence 4ft. 2in. high, or $625 for a 
fence of 5ft. 2in. This was a matter which would 
come before the incoming Committee for consid- 
eration. In connection with the ground, they 
would see that the Committee had had to call in the 
services of an expert at the end of the season, and 
acting upon his advice had spent some $175 upon 
improving it: some further sum of $75 might be 
required to be spent upon it ere the cricketing 
season opened, but be trusted that the result would 
be found to justify the expenditure. Before leav- 
ing the accounts, the Chairman pointed out that 
the sum of $300 on fixed deposit with the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank had been removed to the 
credit of current account, and it would be for the 
new Committee to decide whether that sum should 
again be placed on fixed deposit or not: if it 
was, members must bear in mind that they would 
only receive 4 per cent, for their money instead 


REPORT. 


GENTLEMEN,—Your Committee has much pleasure 

in laying before you the present report and congratu- 

eth the members on the continued prosperity of the 
lub. 


Accounts show that the Club has to its credit 
the sum of $398.11. With this balance and a largely 
increased membership, it is anticipated that there will 
be ample funds during the ensuing year. Agaiost 
this balance must be considered the cost of a fence, 
about $600. which is a matter that cannot be much 
longer delayed. 


Tue Grounp at the beginning of the season was, 
as usual, very devoid of grass and only one or two 
pitches in the centre were practicable. During the 
autumn a great improvement was noticed and fair 
wickets were obtained. At the end of the season an 
expert was consulted as to the state of the turf io 
general and he reported that weeding and fertilizing 
were absolutely necessary. ‘Ihe Committee have 
acted upon his advice at a cost of about $250, of which 
$175 is included in this year’s accounts, and, having 
algo confined Football to a portion only of the centre 
. ground, they are hopeful that good results will 
ollow. 


CrickeT.—The most interesting period of the past 
season was the Cricket Week, in which we were able 
to welcome and do battle with teams from Kobe and 
Shanghai, ‘Thanks to the enthusiastic support which 
the Committee received from the members and to the 
kindly help of many ladies, the week passed very 
pleasantly and the only want of success was in the 
cricket itself. Kobe established a victory over Shang. 
hai, but unfortunately owing to bad weather and limit 
of time both our matches were drawn. : 

During the season we met and defeated The Fleet 
three times, and we also won a match against a com. 
bined team from H.M.S. Undaunted and Leander. 
‘Phe second XI, defeated 11.M.5. Peacock, aud made 
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a draw with the Willard Opera Co., but lost a match 
egainst the P. & O. ships Siam and Verona, 

In the ordinary Club games we had to rely more 
than usual upon our own members, and the cricket 
was hardly up to the level of the previous two or three 
years. We felt the loss of W. D. S. Edwards, but 
amongst the new comers we fortunately found a 
eee bowler in Murray, whilst E. B. S. Edwards, 

ias, Philip, and Denne at times rendered most useful 
service. ‘Ihe Kirin Challenge Cup for the highest 
batting average passes from White to Crawford, whose 
average is 49.11, White’s having fallen to 34.11, 
though he made the only century recorded (113 against 
the Fleet on the 21st Sept.). 

FoorBALL.—Owing to the postponement of the 
Sports, the season opened later than usual, the first 
game being played on Dec. 14th. Two matches v. 
H.M.S. Edgar were arranged, each side winning one. 
The annual interport contest took place in Kobe on 
Feb. 15th, when the Club’s representatives were defeat- 
ed by four goals to one, but the game was much mar- 
red by a severe snow storm which lasted throughout 
the match. The practice games have been but poorly 
attended owing to some of the older members of the 
Club dropping out, but their place will gradually be 
filled by members’ sons, who this season were most 
useful in filling vacancies, An interesting game of 
American Rugby was played against the U.SS. 
Olympia, and was won somewhat easily by the naval 
men, whose combination was much superior to that 
of the shore team, most of whose members had never 
played the game before. 

ATHLETICS.—The Autumn Meeting took place on 
gth December and was favoured by fine weather, 
though a high wind blowing prevented the possibility 
of good times being made. The various events were 
well contested and more interest was exhibited in this 
branch of sport both as regards competitors and specta- 
tors than has latterly been the case, A new feature 
at this meeting was the two miles Bicycle Race, which 
was evidently very popular, and these contests should 

rove a considerable source of interest in future. 
veral prizes were presented by members and others. 
There is no doubt that these Jate Autumn Meetings 
do not bring forward the same chance of training as 
would a Spring Meeting, and the retiring Committee 
recommend an addition to Rule XI, which will render 
a Spring Meeting possible. The path is not in good 
order, and now Cycling has increased our membership 
the desirability of practically remaking the path to 
suit both foot and bicycle racing must be taken into 
consideration. 


Lawn Tennis—The usual Singles Handicap took 
place in the Spring and was won by Mr. E. R. Morriss., 
A Double Handicap under the title of '‘ Profession 
Pairs” was also played in which great interest was 
taken, Messrs. Gillett and Sutter, representing the 
Merchants, finally winning. The “ Silver Challenge 
Cup,” which members were asked to subscribe for has 
been purchased, and though, owing chiefly to the fact 
that the Handicap for this was arranged too late in 
the year, the competition fell through, it isto be hoped 
that a ‘' Single Limit Handicap” for this Cup, and the 
‘* Profession Pairs " Handicap, will become permanent 
features of the Lawn Tennis on the Cricket Ground. 

BASEBALL.—Four matches have been played, three 
against representatives of the U.S. Navy and one 
against a local team, the latter being won by the Cinb. 
The ground was also lent on several occasions to 
teams from the U.S, Navy. ‘lhe various games were 
well attended and proved interesting to numerous 
spectators. 

E. O. Kenyon, Hon, Secretary. 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS—SBASON 1895-6. 
Tue Honorary TREASURER IN ACCOUNT 
wiTH THE Y. C. & A. C. 


} Rxcgirrs. $9 
anuary gzs8t. 2895. 
To Balance Brought Forward .. ca $ 258.59 
To Fixed Deposit with H. & S. Banking Gore 

poration transferred to Current Account ... .00 
To Entrance Fees ... iat eee ae eee 455.00 
Yo Subscriptions rst Half of Season ... $ 795.00 
_To Subscriptions and Half of Season .., %,000.00 
To Subscriptions Tokyo Members we = 4§-00 
To Subecriptions Visitors and Fleet ... ses = 87GOO —9.04,00 
To Gear Account—Sale of Bats, Tennis 

Balls, &c. ... abe aa nee _ ate rr 
To Fire Insurance Account—Return premium 3 
To Athletic Meeting—Entrance Fees and 

Subscriptions, &c. ae ie aes ae 03.00 
To Interest Account—Interest on C/A. at H. 

&S.B.C.... sas iss saa: “pase iss 6.63 
To Interest on F. Dep. $300.00, s year at § 

percent. ... tae _ ove aoe me 1§.00 33.63 

January set, 1896. ——— $3,887.52 

To Balance carried Forward... soe eve Y 3Q8.E8 

Examined with vouchers and found correct. 

G. C. Murray : 
Parcy A. asin } Auditors. 


ExpgQypitures. 


nses—Wages to Momban 
eeding, Turfing, Water Rate 
cee +00 $2,042.83 


340.35 $ 
$2.00 $2,234.17 
"are 


By Working Ex 
and Coolles, 
and Sundries one 

By Repairs to Pavilio ose 

By Scoring and Reporters’ Box ... 

By Match Expenses... sae ese tee ses 

By Gear Account—Purchase of Cricket, Lawn 


eoe ese 


Tennis, Baseball Gear, &c. 491.06 
By Fire Insurance Account 34.59 
By Ground Rent... eee des ves 328.02 
By Athletic Meeting ue eee eee 349-56 
By Balance, in C/A. at H. &. S. B. Cc, ooo ooo 398.22 





$3,287.52 
E. R. Moraiss, Hon. Tseasuses. 


BATTING AVERAGES.—EIGHT OR MORE INNINGS. 


No. Total ‘Times Highest 
of of oot in an 

Name, Innings. Runs; out. Innings. Average. 
Crawford ......0. 13 442 4 77 49.11 
White ....c000 IE 307. 2 113 34-01 
Dickinson,,,...... 13 329 2 75" 29.90 
Walford v.00. 13 258 1 56 21-50 
Denne vroccoee 13 238 ~«21 98 19.83 
Bugbird .,......... 10 109 4 36* 18.16 
Johnson....ccee TH ISl 3 29 15.58 
Murray ..ccccccsses 100 1 67* 14.28 
MOorsiss ....ccceceee Il 96 2 22 10.67 
Kenyon ....ccoe 14 102 4 34% 10.20 
Rev. IT. S. Tyng 11 88 1 20 8.80 
LAGS: cisseasacsessins -°O 48 o 23 6.00 
Dre. Todd ......... 9 33 =O 16 4.12 
PHU pPiviccccscctscccee 30 33 «=O 10 3.30 
Kingdon ....sc0006 10 19 1 8* 2.08 

LESS THAN BIGHT INNINGS. 

Harries ..sseceee 6 vee 135 vee vee 84 vee 33°75 
Libeaud ..csecoee 5S vee 50 ove vee 24 vee 12.50 
Murdoch,...cc000 Tosee 16 ae we 16... 16.00 
Goddard,,...c000 Tovee- TS see O vee IS vee 15-00 
Dr. Wheeler eee eee 44 eee eve 30 eee JI.OO 
Cocksedge ...... 4 ses 39 ov vee IQ vee 75 
Braess...ccccecces eee 24 eee eee 8* eee 8.00 
Edwards,...sccone O «ee 47 0 ww. 16 4. 7.83 
Kei Yisisccsssesa-Q cee BT ses 10g: 82 awe “F200 
Healing sesccosee © ves 38 ose we 18 §=6.33 
Black iscisciscive 2 cce 10 cas vcs WS ee «5033 
Allcock .cssocvee G ve 2E vee vee TZ vee 525 
Palloc@-ccasscvee- 9: sas E25: see IO vee 4.00 
Dodds....cccsecee J cee 24 0 osc 10 tes 3043 
Drummond ... 5 w. 16 ve ae eee 63:20 
Gariit: sscacivccses ee BY wei aa vee 3,00 
Eeastotiscccccccsess eee 5 ee eee eee 2.50 
Dliowlet scssecsee S sce -1O> sre sas + =2.50 
Ds Tytig iiccsinien 2-05 ies “ » 2.50 


YOUNG. rcscccceees 
Mollison ...... sas 
Gillett eeeeeeteesead 


Walter, N.....60 3 eee Pe + 3.00 
Campbell, H.E. “9 3 +. «1450 
Stokes ..cccccsesoe ces ~ se. ~=1.00 
Collum ..rcoveee 2 ove wf wee «1.00 


Summers .scsee 6 ace ; , see =1,00 
Irwine Ceeecencvece eee eee ee . 75 
Hooper sssccvee 4 vee eas ies wee = 50 
Cruickshank ... 2 ... - + see = 50 
Mate’ sesssssesecc Bosc cue ; 


Sutter cicceccecece 
Kilby ...cccccecee 
Dewelte veccscses 
Pearson ..cosovee 


COC mM NWWH HE QAO DHOOM 
COCOCCFTOONOCCOCOOCOOCOR=OCOOoO GA oOoOOeONOOOOb 


Va =m RNERAKN Hw WANE HUNHNYUINWEPW AD ONDA 


eee 


O ves 
© Signifies not out. 
BOWLING ANALYSIS. 


Name. Balls. Runs, Mds. Wickets. Wides. Average. 
Edwards... 588 167 49 24 ) 6.96 
Braess...... 256 112 17 14 o 8.00 
Murray ... 1037 361 67 44 2 8.20 
Denne...... 563 318 29 33 7 9.64 
Philip ...... 547 237 27 24 2 9.88 
White ...... 243 114 13 II 3 10.36 
Walford ... 651 270 48 24 oO 11.25 
Lias wu. 719 358 35 29 o 12.34 
Bugbird ... 100 98 3 6 o 12.50 
Morriss ... 198 94 8 6 o 15.83 
Johnson ,.. 377. 186 14 12 3 15.50 
H.Goddard 30 16 1 I I 16.00 


The meeting then proceeded with the election 
of officers, Messrs. Shand and Read being ap- 
pointed scrutineers. 

Mr. WatrorpD said he would like to express 
the hearty thanks of the Club to those ladies and 
gentlemen who had so generously come forward 
and contributed in a special manner to their funds 
aud also to the entertaining of their guests from 
Shanghai and Kobe during the Cricket Week.— 
(Hear, hear.) He would, before sitting down, like 
to mention that he was not standing for the position 
of Captain of Cricket this year. The duties of the 
office involved so much work and required so much 
time that he had found it impossible to undertake 
itagain. One of the reasons why the duties of the 
Captain of Cricket were so laborious, he might say 
onerous, was the behaviour of cricketing niem- 
bers themselves. If they would only show a little 
more consideration it would tend to inake the work 
of the captain far easier. Of course he knew that 
a member did not always know, when first asked, 
whether he could play or not, but he thought that 
as the Saturday came round, the least he could 
do was to let the captain know definitely, one way 
or other, that morning.—(Hear, hear.) As last 
season had progressed many matches had to be 
postponed from half an hour to an hour, while 
several had had to be entirely rearranged, so great 
was the uncertainly of knowing who was going to 
play. The result of it was that he eventually 
declined to go on with the work any longer, and 
members were indebted to Mr. Kenyon and Mr. 
White for most of their cricket after the first two 
months. 
stand that he could not take the office again. 
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He therefore wished members to under 


The CHAIRMAN said that members fully under- 
stood and appreciated all that Mr. Walford had 
said. But they would all be sorry to lose him ; 
and he hoped members would vote Mr. Walford 
back unanimously to the position of Vice-President 
aud Captain of ick (Laud applause.) 

The election of President was then announced, 
the choice having fallen on Mr. J. P. Mollison 
again, 

The CHAIRMAN briefly thanked the members 
present for this evidence of their confidence in 
him. He promised to look after their ine 
terests in the future as faithfully as in the past. 

Before the voting for ViceePresident and Captain 
of Cricket took place, the Chairman remarked 
that he thought members would do their best to 


support the new Captain throughout the season.— 


(Hear, hear.) 

A Memser asked if Mr, Walford would consent 
to serve again. 

Mr. WaLrorp—If I am elected I shall do my 
best for the Club.—(Applause.) 

The ballot was then taken, and Mr. Walford 
was cecelected unanimously with fifty-one votes. 

Mr. WALFORD said he was greatly obliged for 
the honour conferred; he promised to do his best 
if the cricketing members would assist bim.— 
(Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the next busi- 


ess was the election of a Committee of seven. He 


regretted to announce that Mr. Kenyon and Mr. 
Stone retived and did not offer themselves for re- 


election, While the scrutineers were recording the 
vote, le would submit to the meeting the proposed 
alteration in Rule t1, enabling them to arrange an 
Athletic Meeting in the Spring. At present the 
ground was closed from the rst of March to the 
ist May. 


The rule now read as follows :—= 


11.——That the Club ground be open every day, from 
1st May to 1st March, unless the Committee shall 


close the same for some special reason by an order to 
be posted at the Pavilion. 


To this it was proposed to add :— 


‘ But this rule shall not prevent the Committee 
from opening the running path and such portions of 


the ground as they may think necessary for the purpose 
of a Spring Athletic Meeting.” 


The amendment to the rule was carried by 


acclamation. 


The CHAIRMAN then said he would ask the Club 


to endorse the action of the outgoing Committee 
in the resolution of regret that they passed on 
hearing of the death of their old friend, Mr. Pinn, 


Mr. Pinn had been associated with the Club from 
1869-70 to the time of his death, and was ever 
enthusiastic in its interest. For many years 
he was there regular scorer, and even down 
to the last year of his life never missed the 
matches on Queen’s Birthday, the 4th Juiy, and 
the Mikado’s Birthday. On all these occasions 
he was ever cheery and good-hearted, helping 
forward the pleasures of the day. A committee 
meeting had been called on the day of his death, 
and before beginning the business he (the Chairc- 
man) moved a resolution of regret. It was this 
resolution he would ask the meeting toendorse. It 
read as follows :=—= 

Before opening the business of the meeting, Mr. 
Mollison asked that an expression of regret for the 
death of Mr, Julian F. Pinn, which took place this 
day, be recorded in the Minute Book, as he had for 
the last 26 years identified himself closely with the 
Club, and that a wreath be sent from the members, 
This was unanimously agreed to. 

The meeting carried the resolution unanimously. 

The new Committee were then declared elect- 
ed as follows :—E. Flint Kilby, F. E. White, E. 
R. Morriss, F. H. Tanner, K. F. Crawford, F. J. 
Lias, and L. H. Abel. 

The Cuatrman said that they were always 
ready to welcome new blood, but the retiring 
members of the Committee should not be forgot- 
ten. He referred to Mr. Kenyon—(Loud and 
continuous applause)—their late Honorary Secre- 
tary. Noone outside the Committee could know 
how hard he had worked in the interests of the 
Club, and to him was greatly due the success 
of their Cricket Week.—(Hear, hear.) He 
would ask the meeting to pass a hearty and 
cordial vote of thanks to the retiring Secretary for 
the work he had done for the Yokohama Cricket 
and Athletic Club.—(Loud applause.) 

Mr. Kenyon, in thanking the meeting for the 
vote, expressed the regret he felt in retiring from 
the Committee. Other duties, however, were 
pressing thick upon him, and he felt that the best 
thing for him to do in the interests of the Club 
was to resign, so that they could appoint a man 
with more time. Heagain thanked them for the 
vote of thanks. 

A vote of thanks to the Chair, moved by Mr. 
A.C. Reap and seconded by Mr. TILD8wN, cons 
cluded the meeting. 
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employment by Japanese competition, but they 
would be able to ‘* do something else,” whilst their 
wages, in consequence of the cheapening of com- 


packed population, and a suitable outlet for the 
surplus is one of its essential needs. Now we do 
not desire that this diversion shall be in the direc- 


LETTER FROM FORMOSA. 


--— - > - 


(FRoM ouR SpgeciaL CORRESPONDENT WITH 
THe JAPANSSE ARMY.) 


Taipehfu, Formosa, February 20th, 1896. 


Four days ago the Masatoyo Maru, a steam 
transport of about 700 tons burden, arrived off 
Tamsui late in the afternoon, but owing to her 
draught—being heavily loaded—she was unable 
to cross the bar, so the ship’s master decided to 
airchor outside, remain over night, and then pro- 
ceed to Kelung in the morning. During the night, 
a slight wind arose and the ship’s cable parted ; 
the vessel drifted shorewards, eventually going 
aground on the sands, For some unaccountable 
reason the fires had been allowed to go down, so 
that when the cable parted, it was impossible to 
raise enough steam to turn the screw. That a 


ship should be without steam on the northern 
coast of Formosa, which is so subject to sudden 
















tion of Australia. The Japanese may. be credited 
with all the favourable characteristics which 
observers have discovered in this intelligent and 
energetic race, but it cannot be said there is any 
likelihood of assimilation with the Caucasian type. 


If they came amongst us it would be as a people 


alien in ideas, in habits, and in intentions. Their 


ways would not be our ways, nor their thoughts 
our thoughts. Is it wise under these circumstances 


to abandon our right to regulate any immigration 


which may appear asa peril to national existence? 
We should be doing so by joining in this treaty, for 


one of its provisions gives fullliberty to enter, travel, 


or reside in any part of the dominions and posses- 


sions of the other contracting party, To withdraw 
this privilege after it has once been conceded 


might be construed as a national affront, but we are 
well within our rights in holding aloof altogether.” 


modities resulting from the competition, would go 
considerably further than under the protective 
system. If that reasoning is sound the offer from 
Japan to allow this province to come into the 
operation of the treaty made between that country 
and Great Britain should be accepted without the 
slightest hesitation. And even if it resulted in a 
large influx of Japanese operatives and labourers 
it should still meet with tho approval of the free- 
trade party. For there is no difference in principle 
between cheap labour and cheap goods. Indeed, 
it would be more advantageous to the province to 
have goods made on the spot by cheap Japanese 
labour than to import those goods, provided, of 
course, that the men were law-abiding, or did not 
resort to the immoral practices attributed to the 
majority of the Chinese residents.” Of course, all 
this, as Artemus Waid would observe, “is wrote 
sarkastik;” but it largely represents Australian 


The Sydney Daily Telegraph, alter explaining 
the nature of the treaty, remarks that— The 
main question for the conference to consider will 
be whether any or all of the Australian colonies 
should agree to adopt the treaty in view of the 
fact that acceptance of it means opening up the 
assenting country to Japanese settlement. So 
little is really known about the Japanese that this 
is likely also to be the most difficult question to 
decide. We hear of them as an intelligent, in- 
dustrious, and receptive nation, whose adapt- 
ability to modern ways has ce:tainly been proved 
with striking force. We also hear of them as mere 
dexterous imitators, who learn handicrafts quick- 
ly, and are likely to practise them for the benefit 
of the sweater. Whiat is to be ascertained is whe- 
ther they are likely to be amenable to colonising 
influences—whether they have freed themselves 
from the Mongolian patriotism which induces its 
victim to scrape together all he can make in a 
foreign country, with a view to going home with 
his wealth as soon ay possible. Iminiyrants of 
that soit are undesirable, because they never ace 
tually become part and parcel of the national life 
they intrude upon. They are industrial mercen- 
aries, who stand apart from industrial, political, 
and social progiess, and have no more interest in 
the land they temporarily live in than that of 
jealously scraping up fortunes. From this point 
of view the Japanese iminigrant must be seriously 
considered, because in Japan 40,000,000 of people 
are packed on to 147,000 square iniles of territory, 
and the time is very near when they will need 
outlets, Perfect freedom is given to the colonies 
in deciding whether or not they will follow Great 
Britain’s lead, and treat the Japanese as they 
have been treating Americans, Germans, French- 
men, and immigrants of other nationalities. The 
treaty only binds Great Britain, and specifically 
exempts her colonies, though it provides that any 
of them may come under it on giving notice with 
in two years of last August of their intention to do 
so. Therefore, each colony is at liberty to adopt 
or reject the treaty. To New South Wales the 
matter is one of special importance, because the 
commerce of this colony has been freed from re- 
strictions by the enforcement of a freestrade policy. 
Clearly we can offer much more advantageous 
conditions to Japan thai the other colonies can, 
which adhere to the protective policy, and cannot 
possibly put a desirable customer on any better 
terms than the hostile ones they are now dictating 
to Great Britain. The question is simply one of 
advantages against disadvantages. In view of 
the fact that a Japanese influx might follow adop- 
tion of the treaty, are the Japanese desirable 
people to be admitted to the country without 
check? As to the possibilities of trade, they are 
also doubtful, the only certainty in that connection 
being that owing to the enterprise of the Japanese 
agent in Australia, and to the strong, enlightened 
desire of leading Japanese commercial men, there 
is a manifest inclination to build up business rela- 
tions between the two countries. Japan is an im- 
mense wool-user, and might, in that respect, be a 
profitable business ally. All these questions will 
have to be carefully weighed by the conference in 
the light of whatever information is obtainable.” 

The Australian Star, another Sydney paper, the 
organ of the protectionist party in New South 
Wales, says :—" Regarded from the free-trade 
point of view there appears to be no reason why 
New South Wales at any rate should not enter 
into this treaty, The principal object in establish- 
ing free-trade was to enable the citizens to obtain 
cheap goods. It was pointed out by the free-trade 
press in Sydney that the destiny of New South 
Wales was to produce raw material, and send it 
to the cheap labour countries to be manufactured, 
This policy, it has frequently been asserted would 
be highly advantageous to our producers, and 
particularly to the working classes. ‘Thousands of 
lucal workinen might indeed be thrown out of their 


and unexpected storms, shows such utter ignor- 
ance on the part of the Captain that one is not 
surprised to hear that his other anchor was not 
dropped when the cable of the first parte’, for 
reasons unknown. Possibly it was not in position. 

Governor Count Kabayama departs for Japan 
on the 24th, in compliance with the command of 
the Emperor, who is solicitous for His Excellency’s 
health, H.E. having been confined to his bed 
several days ago with a slight attack of Tamsui 
fever. The departure is not due to his having 
resigned his post as Governor of Formosa owing 
to ill-health, as stated in the Japanese papers and 
afterwards copied into the foreign journals. 

Quite a party accompanies the Governor, several 
to take the opportunity of a few weeks vacation 
i: Japan. Among them are Admiral Tsunoda 
and two of his staff, Dr. Okubo, and Captain 
Takagawa, I.J.N. About twenty prominent Chi- 
nese of the north of the island will be shown the 
sights of Japan, and for their convenience quite a 
host of servants, interpreters, etc., are included 
in the party. Owing to the kind invitation of His 
Excellency, I will take this opportunity also of 
returning to Japan, to enjoy a month’s rest and 
change of climate, for, during the last month we 
have had unceasing rain with nota cay of sunlight. 
Cold, wet, and gloomy days without an exception, 
while the mosquitos which bloom all the year 
round in Formosa, turn my evenings into come 
bats and early drive me to my fortress—the 
niosquito Curtain==the most essential article of 
equipment for life in Formosa. 























































labouring-class opinion, which constitutes an im- 
portant factor in Colonial politics. 

Mr. Alexander Macks has returned to his post 
not a day too early, and has been duly interviewed 
by the representative of the Sydney Daily Tele- 
graph, aud his remarks have naturally attracte 
ed much attention. Referring to the proposed 
establishment of increased steam communica- 
tion between Japan and Australia, Mr. Macks 
expressed his opinion that Sydney would be 
the Australian terminal point. ‘The Japa- 
nese Government,” he said, are keenly alive to 
the fact of Sydney being free-trade. ‘* What we 
want,” said the Minister to me, “is reciprocity. 
We don’t want you to charge us 40 per cent. on 
our goods in Australia, while we are charging 5 
per cent. on your goods here.” Sofar as the pre- 
sent § percent duty on Australiat! wool as raw 
material goes, the Chamber of Commerce have 
already, in accordance with my scheme, petitioned 
to have ittaken off, so as to encourage the woollen 
industry, The Government is well posted with 
regard to the trade outlook in Australia, and 
know which colony is friendly to Japan. From 
what the Minister told me, I have little doubt 
that Sydney will be the head-quarters of the mail 
line, i consequence of the heavy port dues in 
Melbourne. It was my duty to lay the respective 
tariffs of the Australian colonies before the Mini- 
ster, and while I was there the news was cabled 
from London that Mr. Reid had declared for freee 
trade in New South Wales.” Alluding to -the 
Japanese Treaty, Mr. Marks observed—"I am 
afraid that Australian statesmen are chiefly local 
politicians, who do not really understand whata 
treaty with a foreign nation means, Japan, let 
me tell you, has her eyes open to the mutual ad- 
vantages of any treaty, and it would be a great 
misfortune if Australia did not join in the Japae 
nese treaty for the sake of her wool, hides, and 
numerous other articles now exported to Japan 
If Australia declined to take advantage of any 
treaty, possibly the Japanese Government might 
turn nasty, and it would be a great pity if they 
imposed a 20 per cent. duty on Australian wool, 
hides, etc. The Japanese people are willing to 
trade, but if Australia declines their reciprocity 
proposals, they will simply retaliate by erecting a 
wall of tariffs against Australian exports. They 
know that they can buy wool from Argentina as 
advantageously as from Australia, distance mak- 
ing no difference in the matter of freight.” Aske 
ed how Japan’s efforts to develop the Australian 
trade would effect the position of the consulate in 
Melbourne, Mr. Macks said he was undecided 
whether to settle in Melbourne oc Sydney. Every- 
thing depended on circumstances, butsix months 
would probably decide whether the consulate 
should remain to Melbourne or be removed to 
Sydney. ‘ Of one thing I am perfectly certain,” 
said Mr. Marks, as the reporter was leaving, “and 
that is that New South Wales has a great future 
before her, and when asked point blank by the 
Japanese Government as to the most suitable 
terminal port for the Australian mail service, took- 
ing atthe advantages your freetrade taciff offers, 
I had to speak for Sydney,” 


The Melbourne Age, to which the free trade 
Proclivities of Mr. Macks are exceedingly dis- 
tasteful, seeks to cast cold water on his ideas. 
“Tt is not,” says the Age, “by any means certain 
that Australia would gain by an agreement of 
reciprocity, even if estimated solely from a com- 
mercial standpoint. Japan wishes to sell rather 
than buy, and the advantages appear altogether 
upon its side. The rate of wages among the 
Japanese is fixed upon a scale which ensures 
cheapness of production beyond the white man’s 
competition. As they are quick to obtain all the 
latest developments of machinery, it is found that 
they can nroduce as well and much more cheaply 
than the European manufacturer. ‘The cesult has 





















































AUSTRALIA AND JAPAN. 
—__—_—_@—_______. 
BY JOHN PLUMMER, M.J.S. 





Sydney, January 20th, 1896. 

The question of the Aveqin es eae is 
beginning to seriously engage public attention in 
Australia, but it is difficult to ascertain in what 
light it is generally viewed. If it were not for 
the prevalent fear that if the provisions of the 
treaty were endorsed by the vatious colonies, an 
extensive Japanese immigration into Australia 
would inevitably follow, all would be plain sailing. 
Mr, Marks, the Japanese Consul for Australia, 
has emphatically declared that there is no occasion 
for any such fear; and his views have been en- 
dorsed by other individuals having an interest in 
the development of commercial relations between 
Australia and Japan, but it may be said of the 
average Australian that he is not to be convinced 
against his will, The popular impression will 
Prove an important factor in the approaching cone 
ference of Australian premiers on the subject. 
The conference was to have been held within the 
next few days, but the absence of Mr. Nelson, 
the Queensland Premier, in Hawaii, in search of 
health, has necessitated its Postponement, Mr, 
Holder, the South Australian Colonial Treasurer. 
who is at present in Sydney, states that his colony 
is by no means anxious to become a patty to the 
treaty; and it is believed that Victoria, Queens- 
land, and Tasmania take the same view. So 
far, the leading Australian papers have refrained 
from committing themselves to any definite ex- 
pression of opinion in the matter, aud are appa- 
rently waiting to see which way the winds blows, 
The Melbourne Age says:—‘* As far as Great 
Britain is concerned the matter is simply one of 
commercial interest, but Australia from its proxi- 
mity of situation, is compelled to look upon the 
question in another aspect. In dread of the pos- 
sibility of a Chinese influx we have adopted pro- 
hibitive regulations for the purpose of preventing 
any danger of this kind. Is not need of precaue 
tionary measures equally great in regard to the 
tisk of an overflowiug Japanese immigtation P 
Japan has a Comparatively limited diea with a 
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been that the Japanese have not only been able to 
supply the requirements of their own country, but 
have become very dangerous competitors in mat 
kets abroad where hitherto the supremacy of the 
British producer was unquestioned. Within the 
last few years phenomenal advances have been 
nade in many branches of trade, and Japan, 
through cheapness of production, has been able to 
wrest from England and other European counties 
the command of the Eastern trade. What oppote 
tunity would Australian woskmen be likely to re. 
tain against a race which can live on a few handfuls 
of tice per day, and whose clothes for a whole year 
may be paid for by a few dollars? This state of 
things may realise freeetrade conceptions, but the 
prospect is not an inviting one for those who are 
asked to descend to this level. Allthat the Japan 
ese will offer in return for a monopoly of Aus- 
tralian markets isa possible opening for Australian 
wool and hides, The conference should give due 
weight to all phases of the question before coming 
to a hasty decision.” 

_The same paper also devotes a lengthy article 
to the discussion of the relative industrial prospects 
of Japan and the western nations, and ex- 
presses its opinion that the establishment of trade 
telations between Japan and Australia contains 
an element of danger, so far as the latter country 
is concerned, The Age says :—'* Whatever may 
be said and written against Western luxury, there 
is not the slightest likelihood that a people who 
have once tasted its comforts and enjoyments will 
resign it for the simpler life of the Japanese. We 
have therefore to face the permanent fact that the 
Caucasian producer is handicapped by modes of 
living which render it impossible that he can work 
ow even terms with a cace which lives on a few 
handfuls of rice per day, and whose clothes fora 
whole year may be paid for by a few dollars, 
In the ordinary course of a competitive trade such 
a people must strike a staggering blow at British 
exportation; and they may also become keen 
competitors against Australia. To go no further 
than the coat trade, Japanese coal mines are now 
being developed free from all fear of strikes or 
minimum wages: and Singapore, which, as a 
coaling station used to receive supplies from New 
South Wales, finds Japanese coal merchants able 
to undersell all competitors. As soon as Sydney 
has established its fame as a ‘‘ free port,’’ that, too, 
may offer a tempting market for the new trade 
which Mr. Marks desires to establish. It may 
readily be admitted that if the Japanese could be 
educated to the weating of wool instead of cotton, 
Australia might find a market for its fleeces, these 
to be made up in Japanese mills; but beyond this 
it is difficult to see what we have to offer that the 
subjects of the Mikado desire to accept. It may 
suit the purposes of free trade Sydney to have a 
line of Japanese steamers making Port Jackson 
their terminus; but the knowledge that the yellow 
man with the white money is showing his capacity 
to underlive and undersell the white producers of 
Europe will make protectionist Victoria still more 
tigidly determined not to admit to her markets a 
competitor on such terms. People are in the habit 
of speaking of trade expansion in the cant of the 
day as necessarily synonymous with mutual ad- 
vantage. The world is full of historical instances 
in which nations have been as quickly ruined by 
trade invasions as by military ones. This pro- 
posed trade with Japan may have some elements 
of reciprocal profit in it; but it requires cautious 
investigation before any definite steps are taken.” 

The South Australian Register, in an article on 
** The coming of Japan,” expresses its conviction 
that there exists a great future for Japanese com- 
merce and industry. The products of Japanese 
art are in growing demand, and the skill of Japane 
ese artists has long been the admiration of the 
world. But while under this stimulus there has 
been a great development in those industries which 
appeal to the zsthetic sense, this has not been at- 
tended, as it so often is, by a deterioration in the 
wares produced. Beauty of form and colour is al- 
most an instinct with the Japanese, and though their 
designers have to meet an eversincreasing demand, 
and their craftsmen have to keep pace with the de- 
signers, the race has lost nothing of its c: eative origi- 
nality, and has not been seduced into vulgarising 
art, or satisfying itself with the imitation of inferior 
inodels. To withstand temptations such as these, 
which neither Europe nor America has been able 
to resist, speaks volumes for the national character. 
Imitativeness, or perhaps more correctly speaking 
power to assimilate, is a potent feature in the 
Japanese character, While from China and 
Korea they learned their lessons in art, with most 
un-Oriental receptivity of Western ideas they have 
imbibed allthat Europe and America could teach 
them in the industrial arts and sciences, as con- 
trasted with the esthetic, and have improved upon 
theic teachers. Lancashire and Bombay have 
found in Japan a successful rival in cotton spins 


in his eye, and it was with considerable diffi- 
culty that witness got him to consent to go home. 
However, he took witness by the hand and thauke 
ed him, and then started for home. ‘This was 
about half-past two o’clock on Friday. Witness 
had seen nothing further of the mau. 


Mr. Johu Hamilton Boag, sworn, said—I am chief 
accountant at the American Trading Company. I 
knew Audrew Foster; latterly he was employed 
under ine==since last November. I last saw him 
in the office on Friday, the tqth February. There 
was nothing wrong about him then. I knew no- 
thing about him outside the office. He was a 
good clerk, and was never absent. He asked 
for leave on the 14th for the following day (Satur- 
day), but on Monday he sent a note asking for fur- 
ther leave giving ill health as areason. Isaw him 
in the Consulate talking to Mr. Scidmore on Fri- 
day last. He did not appear quite right mentally 
then. I had no conversation with him. I had 
never seen him in that condition before. 

Mrs. Masa Foster (a Japanese) sworn said—! 
live at 1543, Nakamura, and am the celict of An- 
drew Foster, deceased. I was in the next room 
when he died. He was allright at eight o’clock 
on the morning of the Ist inst., and at nine I 
found him dead. I awoke about six o'clock. Foster 
was then awake. He got up and took a child in 
bis arms: the other children were outside at play, 
I went into the next room, and began to work. 
At nine o’clock I went back to the bedroom aud 
found Foster dead. Foster had asked me to clean 
up the next room that day, as he expected 
that some one in the company’s employ would 
come up that day to see him. From that 
time till I heard the baby cry I did not see 
deceased. Hearing the baby cry, I went into 
the bedroom and found deceased hanging 
down from the bed with a cope around his neck. 
I was very surprised and called to my mother, 
who was washing in the kitchen, to fetch a neighe 
bour. Whilst my mother was going for this neigh. 
bour I touched the deceased body, and found it 
was warm. Then I tried to unfasten the rope, 
and failing, got a knife from the kitchen and cut 
the cod. The night before the occurrence he 
had not been drinking, and I saw no difference 
in him. He drank four bottles of beer on 
Satucday. Previous to Saturday deceased had 
been away from home for two days, from the 24th 
and the 26th February. I came to the Consulate 
on the 28th and asked if the officials could find 
Foster. After he came back on the 26th, he 
went away again the same day, not returning 
till 2 o’clock on the morning of the 28th. I 
was married to Foster in July three years ago. 
He told we that he was 42 years old this year. We 
had three children, one daughter and two sons, the 
eldest will be 6 years old this October, the second 
two years old in September, and the youngest was 
born on the 24th December last. I have another 
daughter registered as a Japanese, but she is not 
Foster’s daughter. The three I have mentioned 
are Foster’s children. The rope that I found 
round deceased’s neck was made of hemp. 

Kanai Ryu, mother-in-law, of the deceased, 
deposed. I saw the deceased on Saturday, we 
lived in the same house together. I did not under- 
stand his language and therefore did not speak 
tohim. I did not see him on Sunday before his 
death. I was washing the children’s clothes when 
my daughter called to me to run for a neighbour. 

Murohara Okishige said he knew the decesaed. 
He was called into the house by the last witness 
about g o’clock on Saturday morning. She said, 
“Please come quick, Foster is hung.” I went 
quickly, and saw the body of deceased on the 
bed. There was a rope rouud his neck. Mes. 
Foster said she found her husband hanging 
by his neck to the bed, and she cut the rope 
and got him down. The body was still warm—a 
very little. He tried to restore life, but was un- 
successful, A message was sent at once to Dr. 
Rokkaku, and he came shortly before 11 o'clock. 
Dr. Rokkaku said that he had been to the Cone 
sulate and also to the Police-station and the mes- 
sage was late. Witness had heard that Foster 
had been ill lately, but was unaware of his mental 
or physical being. 

Dr. Rokkaku, Police-Surgeon, deposed—I was 
called to see Foster at his house on Sunday morne 
ing. His body was lying beside the bed: there 
were marks of a rope round theneck. Death was 
occasioned through asphyxiation caused by sufe 
focation, Life had been extinct for about an hour 
though the body was still a trifle warm, I 
arrived at my conclusion regarding the manuer of 
death after examination. I had called on the 
way at the Police-station and warned the police. 
The rope used was of hemp, about the size of a 
pencil. It had been doubled round the neck, 
from the appearance of the marks. 

Police-Inspector Bando Eizo said he was called 
to the house of the deceased about 11 o’clock on 


ning. Iu the manufacture of all textile fabrics, in 
furnituce, in all household requisites, in material 
and equipments of war, in mathematical, optical, 
scientific, and surgical apparatus, in musical ih- 
struments, in the manufacture of chemicals, Japan 
has nothing to learn from her original teachers, 
while she has steadily, so far, kept her workman. 
ship on a level with her designing power. Shoddy 
material and bad workmanship are as yet in the 
future, and there is no need for either. ‘‘ Cheap 
and good ” is still the motto of Japan. ‘ Com. 
petition,” said Sir Robert Peel, ‘is the soul of 
business.” But competition has swelled to such 
dimensions that it threatens the life and soul of 
the business of the competing nations. And une 
questionably the most formidable competitor to 
Western nations and America are the Japanese. 
While this remarkable people have peculiar ad- 
vantages in the race of commerce, industry, and 
art, they have developed an ambition to meet and 
beat the Western nations in their own fields, 
which outrages all old ideas of Oriental repose, 
not to say inertia. But apparently the most 
easterly of the Easterns differ considerably from 
the most Western. Of course, apart from artistic 
aptitude, the great factors in their favour is the 
low price at which the Japanese can produce. 
If the labourer can subsist, and is content to sub- 
sist, on the cheapest system of diet, and is satisfied 
with 33. 3d. a week for wages, other things being 
equal, he is bound to drive the European out of the 
same field as himself. But other things so far 
from being equal are still more in favour of the 
O:lental rival. The fall in the value of silver has 
in wo way affected in Japan the cost of the neces- 
saries of life. Therefore while the wages bill has 
not risen it stands in relation to that of the 
Western manufacturer at only half its original 
figure. Moreover, the Japanese provides himself 
with his own coal at a cost infinitely below that of 
English coal. Silver countries have practically their 
industries protected, as against gold countries, 
by the depreciation of silver. It may be that 
contact with Western nations may raise the 
standard of life in Japan, and consequently bring 
about higher wages to meet the increased cost of 
living in accordance with Western ideas of com- 
fort. But on these lines the Oriental will move at 
a much slower rate of progress than he has on 
those which have brought him into trade competi- 
tion with the West. The future certainly is one 
calculated to raise anxieties.” 



































































27HE SUICIDE AT NAKAMURA. 
—~—————_- 


INQUEST, 


An Inquest was held at the American Consulate 
on Monday afternoon by the American Consul- 
General, W. N. Mclvor, Esq. sitting with the Rev. 
E. S. Booth, and Mr. C. F. Pope, into the circum- 
stances attending the death of Andrew Foster, 
an American citizen, which occurred on Sunday 
morning last. 

Mr. Geo. H. Scidmore, sworn, declared that 
he was acquainted with the deceased. He had 
known him for three years, and in August, 1893, 
he was registered at the Consulate as an American 
citizen. He was born in New York in 1856, and 
arrived in Japan in December, 18go. hen he 
appeared at the Consulate to register he was a 
school-teacher at Toyama. Since then he has been 
in the employ of the American Trading Company, 
Deceased called at the American Consulate on 
Friday and had a long conversation with witness. 
He appeared to be suffering from severe mental 
excitement; his conversation was disconnected and 
such as to convince witness that the man’s mind 
wasnot clear, There were no signs of intoxication, 
but his mind appeared affected. The man at this 
time wanted to borrow money. Inadvertently he 
showed that he had some money in his possession, 
exhibiting some five dollar notes. At first witness 
was disposed to give him money as he had always 
known him to be a truthful and honourable man. 
But after watching him witness grew suspicious 
and asked for his reason for wishing to borrow 
money. He gave a very incoherent reply: said 
he had not been home for two days, that he owed 
money to a Japanese restaurant, and further 
that he feared if he went home the restaurant- 
keeper would follow and annoy his family. Wit- 
ness tried to persuade him that he was very 
foolish, and should go home at once. Then 
witness refused to lend the money and deceased 
left, apparently to go home. ‘Two house later 
deceased called at the Consulate again, Witness 
took him aside and talked to him very earnestly, 
telling him that he ought to go home without de- 
lay, as he was causing a great deal of anxiety 
to his family, and he did not want the Consul- 
General or his friends to see him or know about 
his trouble. The man’s manner was very ex- 
cited. He had a very wild and unusual look 
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Sunday morning, by Dr. Rokkaku. He found the 
body in the bed-room. He considered that death 
was due to strangulation, and that it was a case 
of suicide from the state of the marks upon the 
neck. He did not know whether the neck was 
broken or not, as no autopsy was held. 

Dr. Rokkaku, recalled, said that the neck was 
not broken; death was due to strangulation, 
Death had been sudden in his opinion. There 
was no marks by which to see whether the man 
had been in pain before death. 

The Consul-General said that the finding of the 
Court of Inquiry was that Andrew Foster, a citi- 
zen of the United States, aged about 40 yeats, 
came by his death in Yokohama, Japan, on the 
morning of March 1st, 1896, by strangulation, 
self inflicted, while suffering from temporary 
insanity. 





THE GENIUS OF APANESE 


CIVILIZATION. 
—_——___g——_____ 
I. 


Without losing a single ship or a single battle, 
Japan broke down the power of China, enlarged 
her own territory, and changed the whole 
political face of the East. Astonishing as 
this has seemed politically, it is much more as- 
tonishing psychologically; for it represents the 
result of a vast play of capacities with which 
the race had never been credited abroad, and 
capacities of a very high order. The psychologist 
knows that the so-called ‘‘ adoption of Western 
civilization” within a time of thirty years cannot 
mean the addition to the Japanese brain of any 
organs or powers previously absent from it. He 
knows that it cannot mean any sudden change 
in the mental or moral character of the race. 
Such changes are not made in a generation, 
Transmitted civilization works much more slowly, 
requiring even hundreds of years to produce cer- 
tain permanent psychological results. 


It is in this light that Japan appears the most 
extraordinary country in the world; and the most 
wonderful thing in the whole episode of her ‘* Oce 
cidentalization ” is that the race brain could bear 
so heavy a shock. Nevertheless, though the fact 
be unique in human history, what does it really 
mean? Nothing more than reacrangement of a 
ae of the préexisting machinery of thought. 
ven that, for thousands of brave young minds, 
was death. The adoption of Western civilization 
was not nearly such an easy matter as unthinking 
persons imagined. And it is quite evident that 
the mental readjustments, effected at a cost which 
remains to be told, have given good results 
only along directions in which the cace had 
always shown capacities of special kinds. Thus, 
the appliances of Western industrial invention 
have worked admirably in Japanese hands,—have 
produced excellent results in those crafts at which 
the nation had been skillful, in other and quainter 
ways, forages. Theréhas been no transformation, 
snothing more than the turning of old abilities 
into new and larger channels. The scientific pro- 
fessions tell the same story. For certain forms of 
science, such as medicine, surgery (there are no 
better surgeons in the world than the Japanese), 
chemistry, microscopy, the Japanese genius is 
naturally adapted; and in all these it has done 
work already heard of round the world. In war 
and statecraft it has shown wonderful power; but 
throughout their history the Japanese have been 
. Characterized by great military and political capa- 
city. Nothing remarkable has been done, how- 
ever, in directions foreign to the national genius, 
In the study, for example, of Western music, 
Western art, Western literature, time would seem 
to have been simply wasted. These things make 
appeal extraordinary to emotional life with us; 
they make no such appeal to Japanese emotional 
life. Every serious thinker knows that emotional 
transformation of the individual through education 
is impossible. To imagine that the emotional 
character of an Oriental race could be transformed 
in the short space of thirty years, by the contact 
of Occidental ideas, is absurd. Emotional life, 
which is older than intellectual life, and deeper, 
can no more be altered suddenly by a change of 
meifiew than the surface of a mitror can be changed 
by passing reflections. All that Japan has been 
able to do so miraculously well has been done 
without any self-transformation ; and those who 
imagine her emotionally closer to us to-day than 
she may have been thirty years ago ignor facts of 
science which admit of no argument. 

Sympathy is limited by comprehension. We 
may sympathize to the same degree that we une 
derstand. One may imagine that he sympathize 
with a Japanese or a Chinese; but the sympathy 
can never be real to more than a small extent out- 
side of the simplest phases of common emotional 


life—those phases in which child and man are at 
one. The more complex feelings of the Oriental 
have been composed by combinations of ex- 
e:iences, ancestral and individual, which have 
vad no really precise correspondence in Western 
lite, and which we can therefore not fully know. 
For converse reasons, the Japanese cannot, even 
though they would, give Europeans their best 
sympathy. 

But while it remains impossible for the man of 
the West to discern the true colour of Japanese 
life, either intellectual or emotional (since the one 
is woven into other), it is equally impossible for 
him to escape the conviction that, compared with 
his awn, it is very small, It is dainty; it holds 
delicate potentialities of rarest interest and value; 
but it is otherwise so small that Western life, by 
contrast with it, seems almost supernatural. For 
we must judge visible and measurable manifesta- 
tions. So judging, what a contrast between the 
emotional and intellectual worlds of West and 
East! Far less stiiking that between the frail 
wooden streets of the Japanese capital and the 
tremendous solidity of a thoroughfare in Paris or 
London. When one compares utterances which 
West and East have given to their dreams, their 
aspirations, their sensations, a Gothic cathedral 
with a Shinto temple, an opera by Verdi ora 
trilogy by Wagner with a performance of geisha, 
a European epic with a Japanese poem, low in- 
calculable the difference in emotional volume, in 
imaginative power, in artistic synthesis! True, 
our music is an essentially modern art; but in 
looking back through all our past the difference 
in creative forc® is scarcely fess marked,—not 
surely in the petiod of Roman magnificence, of 
marble amphitheatres and of aqueducts spanning 
provinces, nor in the Greek period of the divine 
in sculpture and of the supreme in literary art. 

And this leads to the subject of another wondet- 
ful fact in the sudden development of Japanese 
power, Where are the outward material signs of 
that immense new force she has been showing 
both in productivity aud in war? Nowhere! 
That which we miss in her emotional and intel- 
lectual life is missing also from her industrial and 
commerccial life,—largeness! The land remains 
what it was before; its face has scarcely been 
modified by all the changes of Meiji. The 
miniature railways and telegraph poles, the 
bridges and tunnels, might almost escape notice 
in the ancient green of the landscapes. In allthe 
cities, with the exception of the open ports and 
their little foreign settlements, there exists hardly 
a street vista suggesting the teaching of Western 
ideas. You might journey two hundred miles 
through the interior of the country, looking in vain 
for large manifestations of the new civilization, 
In no place do you find commerce exhibiting its 
ambition in gigantic warehouses, oc industry ex- 
panding its machinery under acres of roofing. A 
Japanese city is still, as it was ten centuries ago, 
little more than a wilderness of wooden sheds,— 
picturesque, indeed, as paper lanterns are, but 
scarcely less frail. And there is no great stir and 
noise anywhere,-no heavy traffic, no booming 
and rumbling, no furious haste. In Tékyd itself 
you may enjoy, if you wish, the peace of a country 
village. This want of visible or audible signs of 
the new-found force which is now menacing the 
markets of the West and changing the maps of 
the far East gives one a queer, I might even say a 
weird feeling. It is almost the sensation received 
when, after climbing through miles of silence to 
reach some Shinto shrine, you find voidness only 
and solitude, an elfish, empty little wooden 
structure, mouldering in shadows a thousand 
years old. The strength of Japan, like the 
strength of her ancient faith, needs little material 
display: both exist where the deepest real power 
of any great people exists,—in the Race Ghost. 


II. 

As I muse, the remembrance of a great city 
comes back to me,—a city walled up to the sky 
and soaring like the sea. The memory of that 
toar returns firsts then the vision defines: a 
chasm, which is a street, between mountains, 
which are houses. I am tired, because I have 
walked many miles between those precipices of 
masonry, and have trodden no earth,—only 
slabs of tock,—and have heard nothing but 
thunder of tumult. Deep below those huge pave- 
ments, I know there is a cavernous world tremend- 
ous: systems underlying systems of ways cone 
trived for water and steam and fire. On either 
hand tower fagades pierced by scores of tiers of 
windows,—cliffs of architecture shutting out the 
sun, Above, the pale blue streak of sky is cut by 
amaze of spidery liness—an infinite cobweb of 
electtic wires. In that block on the right there 
dwell nine thousand souls; the tenants af the edi- 
fice facing it pay the annual tent of a million 
dollars. Seven millions scarcely covered the cost 
of those bulks overshadowing the square beyond, 
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and there are miles of such. Stairways of steel 
and cement, of brass and stone, with costliest 
balustrades, ascend through the decades and 
double-decades of stories; but no foot treads 
them. By waterspower, by steam, by electri- 
city, men go up and down; the heights are 
too dizzy, the distances too great, for the use 
of the limbs. My friend who pays rent of five 
thousand dollars for his rooms in the fourteenth 
story of a monstrosity not far off has never trod- 
den his stairway. I am walking for curiosity. 
alone; with a serious purpose I should not walk, 
—the spaces are too broad, the time is too pre- 
cious, for such slow exertion ;—men travel from 
district to district, from house to office, by steam. 
Heights are too great for the voice to traverse; 
orders are given and obeyed by machinery. By 
electricity far away doors are opened; with one 
touch a hund:ed rooms are lighted or heated. 

And all this enormity is hard, grim, dumb ; it 
is the enormity of mathematical power applied to 
utilitarian ends of solidity and durability. These 
leagues of palaces, of warehouses, of business 
structures, of buildings describable and indescrib- 
able, ace wot beautiful, but sinister. One feels 
depressed by the mere sensation of the enormous 
life which created them, life without sympathy ; 
of their prodigious manifestation of power, power 
without pity. They are the architectural utter- 
ance of the new industcial age. And there is no 
halt in the thunder of wheels, in the storming of 
hoofs and of human feet. To ask a question, one 
must shout into the ear of the questioned; to see, 
to understand, to move in that high-pressure mee 
dium, needs experience. The unaccustomed feels 
the sensation of being in a panic, in a tempest, in 
acyclone. Yet all this is order. 

The monster streets leap rivers, span seaways, 
with bridges of stone, bridges of steel. Far asthe 
eye can reach, a bewilderment of masts, a web- 
work of rigging, conceals the shores, which are 
cliffs of masonry. Trees in a forest stand less 
closely, than the masts and spars of that immea- 
surable maze. Yet all is order. 
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Generally speaking, we construct for endurance, 
the Japanese for impermanency. Few things for 
common use are made in Japan with a view to 
durability. The straw sandals worn out and re- 
placed at each stage of a journey; the robe cone 
sisting of a few simple widths loosely stitched to- 
gether for wearing, and unstitched again for 
washing ; the fresh chop-sticks served to each new 
guest at a hotel; the light shofi frames serving at 
once for windows and walls, and repapered twice 
a year; the mattings renewed every autumn,—all 
these are but random illustrations of countless 
small things in daily life that illustrate the national 
contentment with impermanency. 

What is the story of a common Japanese dwell- 
ing? Leaving my home in the morning, I ob- 
serve, as I pass the corner of the next street cross- 
ing mine, some men setting up kamboo poles on 
a vacant lot there. Returning after five hours’ 
absence, I find on the same lot the skeletou of a 
two-storey house. Next forenoon I see that the 
walls are nearly finished already,—mud and 
wattles. By sun-down the roof has been come 
pletely tiled. On the following morning I observe 
that the mattings have been put down, and the 
inside plastering has been finished. In five days 
the house iscompleted. This, of course, is a cheap 
building; a fine one would take much longer to 
put up and finish, But Japanese cities are for the 
most part composed of such common buildings. 
They are as cheap as they are simple. 


I cannot now remember where I first met with 
the observation that the curve of the Chinese roof 
might preserve the memory of the nomad tent. 
The idea haunted me long after I had ungrate- 
fully forgotten the book in which I found it; and 


‘when I first saw, in Izumo, the singular structure 


of the old Shint6 temples, with queer crosseprojece 
tions at their gableeends and upon their roof- 
ridges, the suggestion of the forgotten essayist 
about the possible origin of much less ancient 
forms returned to me with great force. But there is 
much in Japan besides primitive architectural tra- 
ditions to indicate a nomadic ancestry for the race. 
Always and everywhere there is a total absence of 
what we would call solidity, and the characteristics 
of impermanence seem to mark almost everything 
in the exterior life of the people, except, indeed, 
the immemorial costume of the peasant, and the 
shape of the implements of his toil. Not to dwell 
upon the fact that even during the comparatively 
biief period of her written history Japan has had 
more than sixty capitals, of which the greater 
number have completely disappeared, it may be 
broadly stated that every Japanese city is rebuilt 
within the time of a generation. Some temples 
and a few colossal fortresses offer exceptions; but, 
as a general rule, the Japanese city changes its 
substance, if not its form, in the lifetime of aman. 
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Fires, earthquakes, and many other causes partly 
account for this; the chief reason, however, is that 
houses are not built to last. The common people 
‘have no ancestral homes. The dearest spot to all 
is, not the place of birth, but the place of burial; 
and there is little that is permanent save the rest- 
ingeplaces of the dead and the sites of the ancient 
shrines, 

The land itself is a land of impermanence. 
River shift their courses, coasts their outline, 
plains their level; volcanic peaks heighten or 
crumble; valleys are blocked by lava floods or 
landslides; lakes appear and disappear. Even 
the matchless shape of Fuji, that snowy miracle 
which has been the inspiration of innumerable 
artists for centuries, has been changed since my 
advent to the country, and not a few other moun. 
tains have in the same shot time been changed 
much more. Only the general lines of the land, the 
general aspects of its nature, the general character 
of the seasons, remain fixed. Even the very beauty 
of the landscapes is largely illusive,—a beauty of 
shifting colours and moving mists. Only he to 
whom those landscapes are familiar can know how 
their mountain vapours make mockery of real 
changes which have been, and ghostly predictions 
of other change yet to be, in the history of the 
archipelago, 

The gods, indeed, remain, haunt their homes 
upon the hills, diffuse a soft religions awe 
through the twilight of their groves, perhaps be- 
cause they are without form and substance. Their 
shrines seldom pass utterly into oblivion, like the 
dwellings of men. But every Shintd temple is 
necessarily rebuilt at more or less brief intervals ; 
and the holiest,<=the sliine of Ise,—in obedience 
to immemorial custom, must be demolished every 
twenty years, and its timbers cut into thousands 
of tiny charms, which are distributed to pilgrims. 


From Aryan India, through China, came Bud- 
dhism, with its vast doctrine of impermanency. 
The builders of the first Buddhist temples in Japan 
—architects of another race—built well; witness 
the Chinese structures at Kamakura that have 
survived so many centuries, while of the great 
city which once surrounded them not a trace re- 
mains. But the psychical influence of Buddhism 
could in no land impel minds to the love of 
material stability. Theteaching that the universe 
is an illusion; that life is but one momentary 
halt upon an infinite journey; that all attach. 
ment to persons, to places, or to things must 
be fraught with sorrow; that only through sup- 
pression of every desire—even the desire of Nir- 
vana itself—can humanity reach the eternal peace, 
ce:tainly harmonized with the older racial feel- 
ing. Though the people never much occupied 
themselves with the profounder philosophy of the 
foreign faith, its doctrine of impermanency must, 
in course of time, have profoundly influenced nae 
tional character. It explained and consoled; it 
imparted new capacity to bear all things bravely ; 
it strengthened that patience which is a trait of 
the race. Even in Japanese art—developed, if 
not actually created, npon Buddhist influence— 
the doctrine of impermanency has left its traces. 
Buddhism taught that nature was a dream, an 
illusion, a phantasmagoria; but it also taught men 
how to seize the fleeting impressions of that 
dream, and how to interpret them in relation to 
the highest truth. And they learned well. In the 
flushed splendour of the blossom-bursts of spring, 
in the coming and the going of the cicada, in the 
dying crimson of autunin foliage, in the ghostly 
beauty of snow, in the delusive motion of wave or 
cloud, they saw old parables of perpetual meaning. 
Even their calamities—fire, flood, earthquake; 
pestilence—interpreted to them unceasingly the 
doctrine of the eternal Vanishing. 

” All things which exist in Time must ish. The 
Sorests, the mountains,—all things thus exist. In Time 
are born all things having desire. 

The Sun aud Atoon, Sakra himself, with all the multi- 
tude of his attendants, will all, without exception, perish ; 
anes Hat one that or ee a ies ; 

" CLinntn tngs Were Ca; tn again 
they seharate: diferent combinations cause hertab. 
stance ; for in nature there is no uniform and constant 

nciple. 

Pra component things must grow old; impermanent 
ave all component things. Even untoa gratn of sesa- 
mum seed thereisno such thing as a compound which 
is permanent. All are transient ; all have the inherent 
quality of dissolution. 

All component things, without exception, are imper- 
manent, unstable, despicable, sure to depart, disintegrat- 
ing ; all are temporary as a mirage, as a phantom, or as 
foam, . . . Evenas all earthern vessels made by the 
potter end in being broken, so end the lives of men. 

And a beliefin matter itself is unmentionable and 
inexpressible,—it is neither a thing nor no-thing: and 
this is known even by children and ignorant persons. 

IV. 


Now it is worth while to inquire if there be not 
some compensatory value attaching to this ims 
permanency and this smallness in the national life. 

Nothing is more characteristice of that life than 
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its extreme fluidity. The Japanese population 
represents a medium whose particles are in per- 
petual circulation. The motion is in itself pecu- 
liar, Ie is larger and more eccentric than the 
motion of Occidental population, though feebler 
between points. It is also much more natural,— 
so natural that it could not exist in Western civili- 
The relative mobility of a European 
population and the Japanese population might be 
expressed by a comparison between certain high 
velocities of vibration and certain low ones. But 
the high velocities would represent, in such com- 
parison, the consequence of artificial force applied ; 
the slower vibrations would not. And this differ- 
ence of kind would mean more than surface 
indications could announce. In one sense, Ame- 
ricans may be right in thinking themselves great 
travellers. In another, they are certainly wrong ; 
the man of the people in America cannot compare, 
as a traveller, with the man of the people in Japan. 
Aud of course, in considering relative mobility of 
populations, one must consider chiefly the great 
masses, the wo:kers,—0t merely the small class 


a highly civilized man for at least a thousand 
yee Hence his present capacity to threaten 
estern manufacturers. 

We have been too much accustomed to asso- 
ciate this kind of independent mobility with the 
life of our own beggars and tramps, tu have any 
just conception of its intrinsic meaning. We have 
thought of it also in connection with unpleasant 
things, —uncleanliness and bad smells. But, as 
Professor Chamberlain has well said, “a Japanese 
crowd is the sweetest in the world.”” Your Japa- 
nese tramp takes his hot bath daily, if he has a 
fraction of a cent to pay for it, or his cold bath, if 
he has not. In his litle bundle, there are combs, 
tooth-picks, razors, toothbrushes. He never ale 
lows himself to become unpleasant. Reaching his 
destination, he can transform himself into a visitor 
of very nice manners, and faultless though simple 
attire. 

Ability to live without furniture, without impedi- 
menta, with the least possible amount of neat 
clothing, shows more than the advantage held by 
this Japanese race in the struggle of life; it shows 
also the real character of some weakness in our 
own civilization. It forces reflection upon the 
useless multiplicity of our daily wants. e must 
have meat and bread and butter; glass windows 
and fire; hats, white shirts, and wuollen under- 
wear ; boots and shoes; trunks, bags, and boxes; 
bedsteads, mattresses, sheets, and blankets: all of 
which a Japanese can do without, and is really 
better off without. Think for a moment how ime 
portant an article of Occidental attire is the single 
costly item of white shirts! Yet even the linen 
shirt, the soecalled “ badge of a gentleman,” is in 
itself a useless garment. It gives neither warmth 
vor comfort. It represents in our fashions the 
survival of something once a luxurious class dis- 
tinction, but toeday meaningless and useless as the 
buttons sewn on the outside of coat-sleeves, 


v. 


The absence of any huge signs of the really huge 
things that Japan has done bears witness to the 
very peculiac way in which her her civilization has 
bten working. It cannot forever so work; but it 
has so wotked thus far with amazing success. 
Japan is producing without capital, in our grim 
sense of the word. She has become industrial 
without becoming essentially mechanical and arti- 
ficial. The vast rice crop is raised upon millions 
of tiny, tiny farms; the silk crop, in millions 
of small poor homes; the tea crop, on countless 
little patches of soil. If you visit Kyoto to order 
something from one of the greatest porcelain- 
makers in the world, one whose products are known 
better in London and in Paris than even in Japan, 
you will find the factory to be a wooden cottage, 
in which no American farmer would live. The 
greatest maker of clofsonné vases, who may ask 
you two hundced dollars for something five inches 
high, produces his miracles behind a two-storey 
frame dwelling containing perhaps six smalt rooms 
The best girdles of silk made in Japan, andjfamous 
throughout the Empire, are woven in a house that 
cost scarcely five hundred dollars to build. The 
work is, of course, hand-woven, But the factories 
weaving by machinery—and weaving so well as to 
ruin foreign industries lof far vaster capacity— 
are hardly more imposing, with very few excep- 
tions. Long, light, low one-storey or two-storey 
sheds they are, about as costly to erect asa row of 
wooden stables with us. Yet sheds like these 
turn out silks that sell allround the world. Some- 
times only by inquiry, or by the humming of the 
machinery, can you distinguish a factory from an 
old yashiki, or an old-fashioned Japanese school 
building, unless indeed you can read the Chinese 
characters over the garden gate. Some big brick 
factories and breweries exist; but they are few, 
and even when close to the foreign settlements they 
seem incongruities in the landscape. 

Our own architectural monstrosities and our 
Babels of machinery have been brought into ex- 
istence by vast integrations of industrial capital. 
But such integrations do not exist in the Far 
East; indeed, the capital to make them does not 
exist. And supposing that in the course of a 
few generations there should form in Japan 
corresponding combinations of money power, 
it is not easy to suppose correspondences in 
architectural construction. Even two-storey edi- 
fices of brick have given bad results in the 
leading commercial centre; and earthquakes 
seems to condemn Japan to perpetual simplicity 
in building. The very land revolts against the 
imposition of Western architecture, and occasion- 
ally even opposes the new course of traffic by 
pushing railroad lines out of level and out of shape. 

Not industry alone still remains thus uninteg- 
rated; povernment itself exhibits a like condi- 
tion. Nothing is fixed except the Throne, Per 
petual change is identical with State policy. 
Ministers, governors, superintendents, inspectors, 
all high civil and military officials, are shifted at 


the greatest travellers of any civilized people. 
They are the greatest travellers because, even in a 
land composed mainly of mountain chains, they 
recognize no obstacles to tgavel. The Japanese 
who travels most is not the man who needs rail- 
ways or steamers to carry him. 

Now, with us, the common worker is incomparae 
bly less free than the common worker in Japan. He 
is less free be cause of the more complicated mech- 
anism of Occidental societies, whuse forces tend to 
agglomeration and solid integration. He is less 
free because the social and industrial machinery 
on which he must depend reshapes him to its 
own particular requirements, and always so as to 
evolve some special and artificial capacity at the 
cost of other inherent capacity. He is less free 
because he must live at a standard making it 
impossible for him to win financial independence 
by mere thrift. To achieve any such independ. 
ence, he must possess exceptional faculties greater 


tors equally eager to escape from the same thrall- 
dom. In belief then, he is less independent be- 
cause the special character of his civilization 
numbs his natural power to live without the help 
of machinery or large capital. To live thus arti- 
ficially means to lose, sooner or later, the power 
of independent movement. Before a Western 
man can move he has many things to consider. 
Before a Japanese moves he has nothing to cone 
sider. He simply leaves the place he dislikes, and 
goes to the place he wishes, without any trouble. 
There is nothing to prevent him. Poverty is not 
an obstacle, but a stimulus. Impedimenta he 
has none, or only such as he can dispose of ina 
few minutes. Distances have no significance for 
him. Nature has given him perfect feet that can 
carry him over fifty miles a day without pain; 
a stomach whose chemistiy can extract ample 
nourishment from food on which no European 
could live; and a constitution that scorns heat, 
cold, and damp alike, because still unimpaired 
by unhealthy clothing, by supe:fluous comforts, 
by the habit of seeking warmth from grates and 
stoves, and by the habit of wearing leather shoes. 


It seems to me that the character of our footgear 
signifies more than is commonly supposed. That 
footgear represents in itself a check upon individe 
ual freedom. It signifies this even in costliness ; 
but in form it signifies infinitely more. It has 
distorted the Western foot out of the original 
shape, and rendered it incapable of the work for 
which it was evolved. The physical results are 
not limited to the foot. Whatever acts as a check, 
directly or indirectly, upon the organs of locomo- 
tion must extend its effects to the whole physical 
constitution. Does the evil stop even there? 
Perhaps we submit to conventions the most absurd 
of any existing in any civilization because we have 
too long submitted to the tyranny of shoemake:s. 
Thece may be defects in ouc politics, in our social 
ethics, in our religious system, more or less related 
to the habit of wearing leather shoes. Submission 
to the cramping of the body must certainly aid in 
developing submission to the cramping of the mind, 


The Japanese man of the people—the skilled 
labourer able to underbid without effort any 
Western artisan in the same line of industry— 
remains happily independent of both shoemakers 
and tailors. His feet are good to look at, his body 
is healthy, and his heart is free. If he desire to 
travel a thousand miles, he can get ready for his 
journey in five minutes. His whole outfit need 
not cost seventy-five cents; and all his baggage 
can be put into a handkerchief. On ten dollars 
he can travel fer a year without work, or he can 
travel simply on his ability to work, or he can 
travel as a pilgrim. You may reply that any 
savage can do the same thing. Yes, but any 
civilized man cannot; aud the Japanese has been 
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no society and no education,—not, at least,| Exchange on London at Paris .........00. 25:32 


irregular and surprisingly short intervals, and 
hosts of smaller officials scatter each time with 
the whirl. The province in which I passed the 
first twelvemonth of my residence in Japan has 
had four different governors in five years. During 
my stay at Kumamoto, and before the war had 
begun, the military command of that important 
post was three times changed. The government 
college had in three years three directors, In 
educational circles, especially, the rapidity of such 
changes has been phenomenal, ‘There have been 
five different Ministers of Education in my own 
time, and more than five different educational 
policies. The twenty-six thousand public schools 
are so related in their management to the local 
assemblies that, even were no other influences at 
work, constant change would be inevitable be- 
cause of the changes in the assemblies. Directors 
and teachers keep circling fromm post to post; 
there are men little more than thirty years old 
who have taught in almost every province of the 
country. That any educational system could have 
produced any grand results under these conditions 
seems nothing short of miraculous. 

We are accustomed to think that some degree 
of stability is necessary to all real progress, all 

reat development. But Japan has given proof 
irrefutable that enormous development is possible 
without any stability at all, The explanation is in 
the race character,—-a race character in more ways 
than one the very opposite of our own. Uniformly 
mobile, and thus uniformly impressionable, the 
nation has moved unitedly in the direction of great 
ends; submitting the whole volume of its forty 
millions to be moulded by the ideas of its rulers, 
even as sand or as water is shaped by wind, And 
this submissiveness to reshaping belongs to the 
old conditions of its soul life,—old conditions of 
rare unselfishness and perfect faith, ‘The relative 
absence from the national character of egotistical 
individualism has been the saving of an empire ; 
has enabled a great people to preserve its inde- 
pendence against prodigious odds. Wherefore 
Japan may well be grateful to her two great te- 
ligions, the creators and the preservers of her mor at 
power: to Shintd, which taught the individual to 
think of his Emperor and of his country before 
thinking either of his own family or of himself ; 
and to Buddhism, which trained him to master 
regret, to endure pain, and to accept as eternal 
law the vanishing of things loved and the tyranny 
of things hated. 

To-day there is visible a tendency to hardening, 
—a danger of changes leading to the integration 
of just an officialism as that which has proved the 
curse and the weakness of China, The moral 
results of the new education have not been worthy 
of the material results, The charge of want of 
“individuality,” in the accepted sense of pure 
selfishness, will scarcely be made against the 
Japanese of the next generation. Even the com- 
positions of students already reflect the new cone 
ception of intellectual strength only as a weapon 
of offence, and the new sentiment of aggressive 
egotism. ‘Impermanency,’ writes one, with a 
fading memory of Buddhism is mind, “is the nae 
ture of our life. We see often persons who were 
rich yesterday, and are poor to-day. This is the 
result of human competition, according to the law 
of evolution. We are exposed to that competition. 
We must fight each other, even if we are not in- 
clined to do so. With what sword shall we fight P 
With the sword of knowledge, forged by educa- 
tion.’ 

Well, there are two forms of the cultivation of 
Self. One leads to the exceptional development 
of the qualities which are noble, and the other 
signifies something about which the less said the 
better. But itis not the former which the New 
Japan is now beginning to study, I confess to 
being one of those who believe that the human 
heart, even in the history of a race, may be 
worth infinitely more than the human intellect, 
and that it will sooner or later prove itself infinitely 
better able to answer all the cruel engimas of the 
weird Sphinx of Life. 1 still believe that the old 
Japanese were nearer to the solution of those 
engimas than are we, just because they secognized 
moral beauty as greater than intellectual beauty. 
And by way of conclusion, I may venture to quote 
from an article on education by Ferdinand Braun. 
etiére, which I found in the Révue des Deux 
Mondes :— 


* All our educational measures will prove vain, 
if there be no effort to force into the mind, and to 
deeply impress upon it, the sense of those fine 
words of Lamennais: ‘Human soctety is based 
upon mutual giving or upon the sacrifice of man 
for man, or of each man for all other men ; and 
sacrifice is the very essence of all true society.’ It 
isthis that we have been unlearning for nearly a 
century; and if we have to put ourselves 40 school 
afresh, it will be in order that we may learn it 
again. Without such knowledge there can be 
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if the object of education be to form man for 
society. Individualism is to-day the enemy of 
education, as itis also the enemy of social order. 
It has not been so always; but it has so become, 
It will not be so forever: but it is so now. And 
without striving to destroy it—which would mean 
to fall from one extreme into another—-we must 
recognize that, no matter what we wish to do for 
the family, for society, for education, and for the 
country, itis against individualism that the wok 
will have to be done.”"—LaFcapDio HiBARN in the 
Atlantic Monthly. 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—_———_—_@— 
(Reorter’s “Japan Mait” Spgeciat Service.) 





London, February 28. 

Mr. Goschen, First Lord of the Admiralty, 
speaking at Lewes yesterday, said that the re- 
lations between England and Germany were 
now excellent. 

London, March 2. 

The U.S. Senate has passed a resolution to 
recognise the Cuban fasurgents and requesting 
President Cleveland to invite Spain to recognise 
the autonomy of Cuba. 

Popular excitement has been aroused in 
Madrid, where the American Legation is now 
guarded, and the Government has forbidden all 
public demonstrations. 


A fresh expedition numbering 25,000 troops 
has been ordered to be ready to sail for Cuba, 
and orders have also been issued for a training 
squadron to be got ready. 

London, March 5. 

Anti-Government demonstrations have taken 
place throughout Italy. The Ministry has 
resigned. 


—_—— 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘‘ Japan 
Herald,” the *‘ Japan Gazette,’’ anu other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, Feb. 28. 

Mr. Curzon, replying to a question in the 
House of Commons, last night, stated that no 
foreign Government had submitted proposals 
recently involving an early evacuation of Egypt 
by Great Britain. 

The French Chamber of Deputies has ap- 
proved the policy of the Government in respect 
to the agreement concluded with Great Britain 
in the Siamese boundary question. 


London, Feb. 28. 
Exchange on London at Paris...,........ 25.22% 
” » New York ,,. 4.88 
(Tel. Trans.) 


London, Feb. 29. 
The Earl of Dunraven has been expelled 
from the New York Yacht Club. 


Farther questions on the Korean crisis having 
been put to the Government, Mr. Curzon, 
Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, stated yester- 
day in the House of Commons, that a Russian 
occupation of Sdul, or of any other place in 
Korea, has not occurred and is not appre- 
hended. 


Sir Claude Macdonald, the new British Mini- 
ster to Pekin, has sailed for China. . 


London, March 3. 
The U. S. House of Representatives has 
passed a resolution similar to the resolution 
adopted by the Senate, recognizing the Cuban 
insurgents as belligerents. 


The Naval estimates submitted to Parliament 
by Mr. Goschen last night ask for an additional 
expenditure of £14,000,000 to provide for an 
increase of 5,000 men to the effective strength 
and a large increase of warships. Mr. Goschen 
said the estimates were not intended to be pro- 
vocative but only defensive. 


London, March 4. 

Despatches from Abyssinia report that King 
Menelek’s army has repulsed a combined at- 
tack of the Italian troops, who were forced to 
retreat, losing sixty guns. Three Generals are 
missing and one is wounded. It is also re- 
ported that General Baratieri committed suicide. 
Large reinforcements are being sent from Italy 
and the command of the army has been en- 
trusted to General Baldissera. 


9 ”? 


» oy New York... 
(Tel. Trans.) 


4.88 





[‘SpsciaL ” TgLeGRam vo ‘ Jaran Mal_.’’] 


Kobe, March 3. 
The Club Concordia was completely de- 
stroyed by fire which broke out this morning at 
half-past five. The building was insured for 
about thirty thousand dollars. The Oriental 
Hotel adjoining was but little damaged. 


(From tam “ N.eC. Daity News.) 


London, February 25. 
Speaking in the French Chamber of Deputies 
in the discussion on the Siam Treaty, M. Ber- 
thelot, Minister for Foreign Affairs, said that 
the negotiations were conducted in a spirit of 
conciliation, and he hoped that the same spirit 
would lead to the arrangement of other questions. 


London, February 26. 

Dr. Jameson and his officers were landed 
secretly at Purfleet and conveyed by a circuit- 
ous route to Bow Street Police Station, where 
they were charged with having organised a 
military expedition against a friendly State. 

Sir John Bridge sternly rebuked the cheering 
in Court, which he stated would bring England 
into contempt. He emphasised the extreme 
gravity of the case, and warned the prisoners to 
maintain a discreet behaviour during the ad- 
journment. 


The Law Officers of the Crown are to under- 
take the prosecution. 
London, Feb. 25. 
Dr. Jameson and his officers were released 
on bail for two thousand pounds each, and 
their case was adjourned for a fortnight. 
Hongkong, Feb. 37. 
Singapore is imposing quarantine on vessels 
arriving from Hongkong. 


(From Saicon Papgars). 
Paris, Feb: 12. 
The Chamber, after eight days’ discussion, 
has rejected the motion of M. Millerand de- 
manding the prosecution of M. Raynal as the 
author of the Convention with the Southern 
Railways of France. The Senate blames the 
Cabinet with having changed the Judge charged 
to enquire into the Railway affair. 
Paris, Feb. 13. 
A Radical Deputy has questioned the Mini- 
stry on the Southern Railways affair in order to 
bring before the Chamber a vote of confidence 
in the Cabinet and thus efface the blame thrown 
upon it by the Senate. 
Paris, Feb. 14. 
In the Chamber a vote of confidence in the 
Cabinet was passed by 336 votes to 43. 
Paris, Feb. 16. 
In spite of the stigma thrown upon the Cabi- 
net by the Senate, the Ministers have decided 
to retain office, inasmuch as they retain the 
confidence of the Chamber. 
Paris, February 13. 
Auguste (Charles Louis Ambroise ?) Thomas, 
Director of the Conservatoire de Musique, is 
dead. 
Paris, February 15. 
M. Rousseau and family, and M. Lecoz, left 
this morning and will embark on board the 
Varra at Marseilles to-morrow. Numerous 
friends accompanied the party Lo the station. 


(From rue ** BANGKox Timaus.’’) 
London, February 7. 
The Sikh troops in Nyassaland have gained 
two brilliant victories over the remaining slave- 
dealing Arabs, whom they have utterly routed ; 
and the trade route to the far interior is now 
open, 


(from tHe “ Suanonst Mercury.) 
Hongkong, Feb. 24. 
The plague exists mostly in the western dis- 
tricts of the colony. During the past month 
daily cases vary from two or seven. The Sani- 
tary Authorities are now adopting extra precau- 
tions to detect the disease and remove patients 
promptly. The port is not yet declared infected. 
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CHESS, 
———>__—- 


(All Communications to be addressed to the (meee Epiton ) 


The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day ane Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
lo 11 p.m. 


Visitors to Yokohama and Officers of ships 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are 
Chess-players, ave welcome to use the Club dur- 
ing their stay in this port. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


SotuTion or Prosiem No. 218. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
i—Kito KBs 1—Kt takes O 
2—Kt to B7 ch, 2—Kto B4 
3—P to Kt 4, mate 

1—K takes Kt 


2—O takes P ch, 2—K takes Kt 


3—-Q takes B, mate 

1I—B takes Kt 
2—O to B5 ch. 2—K takes Kt 
Sr, takes P, mate 

I—B takes P 
2—O to O8 ch. 2—K takes Kt 
3—Kt lo Kt 7, mate 

Ii—PtoKk 5 
AS toO4ch. 2—K takes Kt 
3—Kt to Kt 7, mate. 


Correct answers fiom Digamma, W.D.C., Shogi, 
J.D., and E.J.K. 

Nore.—The last week’s problem by Marin was 
incorrectly numbered; it should have been No. 
219, and we trust our readers will kindly note the 
correction. 


ProB_Lem No. 220. 
By O. Nemo, Viewna. 


SLACK, 





WHiITs, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


St. PerersspurG Marcu. 


Our good friend Mr. A. L. Jordan, of Nagasaki, 
sends us the correct final result (for which we ten- 
der him our best thanks) as under :— 


ee reenter I! Pillsbury eet eteree 8 
SHONATLE oss dence Tschigorin ,..... 7 


We continue our publication of the games, with 
James Mason’s fine notes thereon. 


Game No. 447 (Fourtu Rovunp). 
QP OPENING, 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Pillsbury Tschigorin, 
1i—P 0 O4 1I—P to O4 
2—-PtoO B4 Bea Boa 
'3—-Ktto K B3 3—B to tS 
4—P takes P 4—B takes Kt 
5—P takes Kt 5—B takes P (B 3) 
6—Ki to B3 6—P to K 
7—Ptv K4 7—Kt to B3 
8—PtoK B3 
White obtains the superior development. Mr. Tschigorin’s 
manner of conducting the defence from move a is peculiar and 
not to be commended. 
8—B to K2 
9—B to K 3 g—Castles 
10o—B to O03 10—P to 0 Kt 3 
11—Castles 11—Bto Ki 2 
12—Q to B2 12—K to R sq. 


vsseerese Good moves are already scarce. If, however, 13—P to 
K §. KttoQ4; 14—Kt takes Kt, B takes Kt; 153—B takes P, 
Pto Kt3; per the Bishop for three pawns—which would be 
& comparatively fair stroke of business. 


13—R to O B sq. * 
But the adversary does not agree; pursuing hia advantage 


elsewhere in preference, 
13—R to O B sq. 

14—Kt to Kt 5! 14—-P toOB4 

seescsce . Loss of force is hardly avoidable. If 24...... PtoQR3 
m—Kt toR 7, Rto Rsq.; 16—Kt to B6, B takes Kt; 17 
takes Kt to If sq., etc., the defence would be too abject to 
suc intheend. But if r4...... PtoQ R93: 1§—Kt takes P? 
Kt to K #q.!; 16—Bto K Bg, Kt takes Kt; 17—R to Kt sq, O 
toQsi aud White would ve hard put to it to hold his owa. 
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On the whole, 14... .. P to R 3 seems best; the complications 
ensuing upon the actual play proving speedily and decisively 
unfavourable, 


15—Kt takes R P 15—R to R sq. 
16—Ktto Kts 16—P takes p 
17—B takes P 17—R takes P 
18—K Rto Qsq.! 18—Kt to Q2 
19—Kt to B 3 I9—R to R2 


20—B to Ki 5 
Gaining something or other, whatever the adverse precautions, 


20—B to R 3 


Sobducegs This loses the exchange at least; ora piece as it hap-| al 


pens. 
the threatening check is too grievous a burden. : 
R sq. then probably, #1—Q to li a or ai—Kito R4, and the 
doom of the pawn would be sexled, 


21—R to R sq.! 21—Q to Bsq. 
22—R takes B! 22—K takes R 
23—B takes Kt 23—O to B2 
24—B to Kt 5 24—K toR4 
25—O to B2! 25—R to Qsq.? 
26—B takes P 26—R takes Rh. 
27--Ki takes R 27—Q to BB 
28—-B to K 2 


Of course, not 28—B takes R>? 
OG. cies B to B 4 ch. wins @ Hishop. 


BLACK~—TSCHIGORIN. 


And if 38—Q to K a? then 


YH 
$ v/ 4 
UY, 
UY 


GAIA 
Z srpmman, oa a 
WILLD LD 
, ASSL 








WHITE—PILLSBURY, 

28—R to R 8 
29—O to Ki 3! 29—P to R 3 
30—B to O4 30—P to B 3 
31—Q Io K sq. 3I—BtoB4 
32—B takes B 32—O takes Bch. 
33—K to B <q. 33—-QtoO5 
34—-P to O Ki 4! 34—RtoO Ke 8 
35—Pto Kt 5 35—K to Kt sq. 
36—P to K Kt 3 30—K to Ba 
37—K to Kt 2 37—P to Kt 4 
38—P toR3 38—P to K 4 
39—Q to B3 
bing is a mere matter of care and time. Yet the modus 

operandi is most entertaining and instructive, 

39—K to Kt 3! 
40—O to B2 40—R io R8 
41—O to Kt 3! 4I—K to Ki 2 
42—P w Kt 6 42—R to R sq. 
43—P to Kt 7 43—R to Kt sq. 
44—Kt to K 3 44—0 to Q2 
45—Kt to B 5 ch. 45—K to Kt 3 
46—B to R6 46—O to O7 ch. 
47—K to B sq. 47—O to B 8 ch. 
48—K to K 2 48—O te Bg 
49—P to R4! 49—P takes P 
50—P takes P 50—PtoR4 
5I—OQ to K 3! 5t—Q to B77 ch, 
52— og ie §52—O w B4 
53—Kk to B sq. 


If Queen checks, King reaches K 3, with prob&ble prolong- 
ation of the agony. The object of this is to get the King to Kt 
a; when as Black stands, checks wirh Qand B would be fatal. 


53—Q to B sq. 
54—O0 to O6 54—K to B2 
55—5 to Bg ch, 55—K to Kt 
56—O takes 56—R takes QO? 


57—Kt to K 7 ch. 57—Resigns. 


' Yokouama Cuess Crus. 

The championship contest was brought to a 
close on Monday, the 2nd instant; when Griffin 
secured the final game from Tennant, playing a 
French defence and winning the game in 14 hours. 
So Griffin is both President and Champion of the 
Club for the present seasou. We learn that the 
Committee at once sent off three propositions to 
the Tokyo Chess Club; and are confident that we 
shall now see some kind of a meeting between 
representatives of the two Clubs. It is two years 
since the last match; and in our opinion these 
friendly contests should be‘much more frequent. 





Game No. 448. 

Played at the top board in a Club match, 14th 
Dec., 1895, between Birmingham and Manchester. 
EVANS GAMBIT DECLINED, 

(Notes by A. J, Mackenzie.) 
BLACK. 
A. J. Mackenzie (B.) 
Ii—-Ptwu Kk 4 


WHITR, 
W. C, Palmer (M,) 
1i—-Pw K4 


maining with easil 
with it as actually t 


2—Kito KB3 
3—B to Bg 
4—PtoQ Ki4 
5—Castles 
6—P to B3 
7—PtoQ4 


Risky. P to Q 3 is more usual. 


8—Bto K Kis 
QO—B takes Kt 


10—PtoO5 
11—Kt to K sq. 
12—Ktto Qa 
13—P takes P 
14—K to R sa. 
15—O Kt to 8 3 
16—Pio K R3 
17—K to Kt sq. 
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2—KitoOB3 
3—B to a, 
4—Bw Ki3 
5—Ptr.Q 3 
6—Kt te Bg 


7—Castles 
8—PtoK R3 


Weak, and in conjunction with his next move P to 
oo one sufficient to lose the game. The idea 
The masked attack upon the Queen, in ae Bee with | pla 


t 
p teboch I Toes to 


y P to B 4 as soon as sible, opening the R on the Q, but 
feo ... Bto| Black is first in the Tr Ne re ® 


9—Q takes B 
1o—Ki to K 2 


11—Q to Kt 3! 
12—PioK Bg 
13—B takes P 
14—Rto B3 
1I§5—Bto Kis 
16—O to R 4 


BLACK—MACKENZIR. 


tt 


Vilthlis 
ws 





WHITE—PALMER. 


18—P takes B 


17—B takes R P! 
18—Q takes P 


Coe scenes Threatening mate in two moves. 


19—Ktto R 2 


20—0 lo 
If Q to 


19—Q Rto K Bsq. 


2 Ree 6 ch., followed by R takes P wins. 
20—R takes P! 


sescenee » Black's idea was, if the Q were taken, to win back al! 


21—O takes 


lf R 


wins. 


22—IX to Kt 2 
23—K to Kt 3 
24—Kt to Kt 2 


eadsetens The crowning touch, 


25—Resigus. 


22—Q 


the material sacrificed in the next seven or eight moves re- 
y winning Pawns; and was so engrossed 
0 overlook mate on the move at move as. 


3R, Btakes Rch.; aa—K to R sq., Bto Kt 6 and 
21—R takes R 


double ch. 
Rto B7ch. 
23—K to Kt 8 ch. 
24—Kt to Bach. 


Because if (A) Q takes Kt, KE R takes Kt ch.; 26~K to R % 


R takes Kt clv.; a7— 
B » ch.; 


K to Kt 3, R takes Q; a8—K takes 
29—K to Kt 3, R to K 7 and wins; or (4) as—K to Kt 
: K R takes Kt ch.; 26—Q takes R (if K moves 


R, Rto 


or R mates), 


tto K6ch.!; ar—K to R 3, R takes Q and wins. All other 


variations wins as completely. 


We take the following fine game and comments 
from the St. Fames’s Budget. 

The game between Pillsbury and Lasker played 
on the 4th inst. (Jan.) was the fourth contested 


between the two players. 


As will be remembered, 


the previous games had resulted in Pillsbury win- 


ning two and one being drawn, 


The game given 


below was won by Lasker in a manner which will 
forcibly remind the chess world that the player 
who conquered Steinitz must be a man possessed 


of extraordinary chess talents. 


He beat Pillsbury 


at his own Queen's side opening. Lasker tho- 
roughly out-manceuvred his opponent in the open- 


ing strategy. 
side. 


Pillsbury, castled on the Queen's 
Lasker assailed his opponent with a series 


of very brilliant moves, and forced a mating posi« 
tion by sacrificing two rooks, 
Game No. 449. 
QUEEN’S GAMBIT ACCEPTED. 


Pillsbury 
llsbury. 
1—P to 4 
2—P to ws 
—O KtioB3 
“2, to B3 
5—B to Kt 5 (a) 
6—O takes P 
7—OQto R4 
8—Castles (c) 
PtoK3 
ipl to Kt sq. (d) 
11—P takes P (e) 
12—KttoQ4 
13—B takes Kt 
144—-O wow RS 
15—P takes Kt 
16—P to B 4 (g) 
17—P to B5 (h) 
18—P takes B (k) 


Original from 


BLACK. 
Lasker. 


I—P to e 4 

2—P to 3 
3—K Kt to B3 
4—PtoB4 

5—B P takes P 
6—Kt to B 3 (b) 
7—BtoK2 

8—OQ to R4 
9—BtoQ2 
10—P to ie R3 
11—P takes P 
12—Castles K R (fF) 
13—B takes B 
14—K it takes Kt 
1I5—Bto K3 

16—O RK to B sq. 
17—RK takes Kt (i) 
18—R w OQ KR 6 (I) 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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19—P takes P (ch) 1g—R takes B P 


20—P takes R 20—Q to Kt 3 (chi.) 
21—B to Kt § (m) 21—Q takes B (ch.) 
22—K to R sq. 22—R to B2 
23—RtoQ2 23—R to B5 () 
a4—K Rito Qsq. (0) 24—Rto BG 

25—-Q to BS 25—Q to B5 

26—K to Kt 2 (p) 26—KX takes P 

27—Q to Kt 6 (ch.) 27—K to R2 

28—K takes R (r) 28—Q to B 6 (ch.) 
29—K to R4 29 —P to Kt 4 (ch) 
3o—K takes P 30—Q to B 5 (ch.) 


Resigns (s) 

(a) White had the option of playing s-—-Q P takes P, B takes 
P,6—P takes P, P takes P, thereby isolating Black’s pawn. 

(b) Well conceived. Black gains important time for a 
vigorous development. 

(c) Prompted to rashness by his difficulties. 

d) He must get out of the way of Black’s move of R to B sq. 

e) White had hardly a good move wherewith to meet the 
coming attack. If 1:—B to B 4, Kt to K g follows. 

f) This well-timed move completes Black’s ascendency. 

) He cannot play #3 toQ 3, and if he tad played Bto Kt § 
Black would have replied as in the text with R to B sq. 

(h) White could not play 17—R to Q ss for then Black would 
have replied with P to Kt 3, followed by Bto B 4 winning the 
exchange. White, therefore, played 27—-P to B 
R to Q 3 possible. Acautious player might per 
ferred to play Q to B 3. 

(i) This leads to a se:sationaél combination. 

(k) lf :8—P takes R, Q takes B P, 19—P takes B, Q to Kt § 
(ch), so—K to R sq, R to B =f or B takes P(ch) ar—R takes 

. Q takes R (ch), a3—K to Kt sq, P takes P, to be folluwed by 
R to B 7, and wins. 

(1!) Wonderfal play, but of course the continuation of the same 


dea. 
ord White played to prevent Black taking the Q P with a 


¢ ec e 

(n) I€ R to B 7, 24—R to _Q Kt sq, Q to B 5, 2s—R takes R, 
2 takes R, 26—Q takes P (ch). with a somewhat better de- 
ence for White. 


o) If White now plays #4—R to Q Kt sq., Black replies R 
taker P, ss—R tales, ¢, R to Q Me gs (ch and mate in two 
moves. 

(p) This is wrong. 26—K to Kt sq., R to Kt 6 (ch) would 
probably lead to a draw. 

fr} If e&8—K to Kt q., Black replies with B takes P. 

s) If gx Kto Rg, B to Q 8q., (ch) mates next move. 


80 as to make 
have pre- 


_ 











MAIL STEANERS. 


—_————_—_o——_—_—_—_- 
THE NEXT MALL IS DUA 

Brom America ws.c0. per P.M.Co. Saturday, Mar. gth.* 
trom America ......... per P. M. Co. Sunday, Mar. 15th.3 
From Hongkong ...... pec P.&O.Co. Sunday, Mar. 8th.) 
from Europe, vii 

Hongkong .....c.c0008 per M. M. Co. Tuesday, Mar. zoth.| 
From Canada, &c..,.... per C. P.R. Co. Monday, Mar. 16th 4 
From Europe, via 

HOmgRON .reccocseses per N. D. Lloyd Wed’day, Mar. 28th 
From Hongkong ..... » perc. P.R.Co. Thursday, Mar. s6th. 





* City of Ria de Jansire left San Francisco on February ‘6th. 
2 City of Peking left San Francisco via Honolulu on Februar 
grb. 1 Merona lett Nagasaki on March 4th. | Salanie (wit 

rench mail) left Shanghai on March qth. 4 Empress of China left 
Vancouver on March and: 


THE NEXT MAIL EBAVES 
for Europe, vid Shang- 
hai 


sak seassaes tecccoecseves per i, M. Co, Sunday, Mar, 8th. 
Gor America .....ccce00 perQO,& O.Co. Friday, Mar. 23th. 
For Hongkong .......0 per P, & ©. Co. Saturday, Mar. s4th 
For Hongkong ......... per C.®@.R.Co. Monday, Mar. s6th. 
Tor Europe, vid Hong: 

WONT ccsssccescraccsccacer per N,1). Lloyd Saturday, Mar, sret. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per N. FP. Co. on orabont sist Mar. 
For America ....ccscseee per P, M. Co. Sunday, Mar. send 
for Canada, &c. ..... per ©. P,R.Co. Eridav, Mar. syih. 
Vor Victoria, B.C...... . per O.R. & N.Co. Saturday, Mar. e8th, 











LATEST SHIPPING. 
——__<———__—- 
ARRIVALS. 


Diana, British schooner, 64, A. Neilson, 2gth Feb- 
ruary,—Victoria, B.C., 27th December, Sealing 
Gear.—Captain. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, 1st 
March,—Hongkong vid ports, 23rd February, 
Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Wesiwater, British steamer, 1,800, Stevens, Ist 
March,—Middlesborough, Pig Irou.—Samuel 
Samnel & Co. 

Radnorshire, British steamer, 1,889, F. Davies, 
R.N.R., 2nd March,—London vid ports, Gene- 
ral.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

M.M. Morrill, Amevicaw schooner, 43, Ed. Cate 
tillion, 3rd March,—Seattle 2nd January, Seal- 
ing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

Willard Ainsworth, American schooner, 40, E. 
Crockett, 3rd March,—Seattle and Jauuary, vid 
Honolulu 30th, Sealing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

EZ. 8. Marvin, British schooner, 96, Harris, 3rd 
March,—Victoria, B.C., 2nd January, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

Telena, British steamer, 5,100, 4th March, 
Hamburg, Oil.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Mount Lebanon, British steamer, 1,555, McLean, 
4th) Macch,—Hongkong vid ports, 25th Febru- 
ary, Mails and General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Tsinan, British steamer, 2,406, Ramsey, 4th March, 
—Australia and New Zealand vid Hongkong, 
Sugar.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Frigga, German steatner, 1,400, Voss, 4th March, 
—Hamburg vid ports, and Hongkong 25th Feb. 
ruary, General.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Geneva, British schooner, 98, Wm. O'Leary, 4th 
March,—Vi toia, BC., aud January, Sealing 
Geatr.—T. M. Laffio. 
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Nestor, British steamer, 1,658, Asquith, 4th March, 
—Liverpool vid ports, General.—Butterfield & 
Swire. 

Elsie, American schooner, 60, Fred. Currie, 5th 

4:March,—Port Townsend 11th January, Sealing 
Gear.—Captain. 

Ashdown, British steamer, 1,893, Jas. Cowie, sn 
March,—Cardiff, Coal.—-W. M. Strachan & Co. 

Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
derson, 6th March,—Kobe 4th March. 

Pigue (8), British cruiser, Captain H. C. Biggs, 
bit March,—Kobe 4th March. 

Zabiaka (1), Russian gunboat, Captain Domojiroff, 
6th March,—-Nagasaki 2nd March. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 6th 
March,—San Francisco 15th Febrnary, Mails 
and Gene:al.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 





DEPARTURES. 

Tantalus, British steamer, 2,199, Hannah, 2gth 
February,—London vid ports, General.—But- 
terfield & Swire. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
tst March,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Benmohr, British steamer, 1,935, Le Boutillier, 
ist March,—Hongkong vid ports, General.— 
Cornes & Co. 

Glenavon, British steamer, 1,911, Norman, Ist 
March,—London vid ports, Genecal.—Jardine, 
Matheson & Co, 

Rhosina, British steamer, 1,692, Herriman, tst 
March,—Hongkong via ports, General.< 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

St. Paul, American ship, 1,893, I.awrence, Ist 
March,—lIloile, Ballast. —Standard Oil Co. 

Tokio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, R. Tipple, 
3rd March,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
General.— Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Bombay, Britis) steamer, 2,047, Sleeman, 4th 
March, —London vid purts, Mails and General. 
—P, & O. S.N. Co. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, 4th 
March,—San Francisco, Mails and General. 
P. M. S.S. Co. 

Boston (12), U.S. cruiser, Captain F. Wilde, 4th 
March,—Nagasaki vid Kobe. 

Mount Lebanon, British steamer, 1,555, McLean, 
5th March,—Victoria, B.C., and Portland, Or., 
viA Honolulu, Mails and General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per American steamer Peru, from Hongkong 
vid ports:—Mr. G. R. Nicoll, Mr. I. Hubey, Mr. 
Victor L. Bolck, Mr. and Mrs. Healing, and Mr. 
Ikutaro Araki in cabin. 

Per British steamer Gaelic, from San Frane 
cisco :=1I):. Geo. L. Tait, Mrs. Geo. L. Tait, Mr. 
L. C. Patnam, Mr. Heury Portal, Mr. Peirce 
Roussillier, Mr. Francis B. Peabody,gMr. Augus- 
tus F. Peabody, Mr. Edwin P. Bradbury, and 
Mr. Goro Mori in cabin, Foe Shanghai:—Mr, 
Feindel, Kaisetlicher Kousul, Dr. Lucy H. Hoag, 
Miss Laura A. Haygood, and Miss Millie Munroe 
in cabin. For Hongkong :—Mr. E. J. Bates, Me. 
E. R. Vail, Rev. Lewis Quick, and Captain Felipe 
S. Meza in cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per Brittsh steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Mrs. KX. S. Okura, Mr. Galstoun, Mr. 
R. N. McConnell, Mr. and Mrs. Hess, Mr. R. A. 
Jaffrage, Rev. N. F. Rusten, Mr. G. Newbert, 
Mc. Bethell, Mr. T. Kimura, Mr. H. B. Collins, 
Mr, J. B. Norman, Mrs. Wong Kee Chan, Mrs. 
Wong Ah Mok, infant, and amah, Mr. La Chan 
Yan, and Mrs. Wm. Calderwood in cabin; 26 
Chinese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports:—Miss Westgarth, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Burgess, Captain J. W. Wilson, Paymaster TI, 
Kawano, Mr. C. M. Benzeman, Mr. F. J. Lowder, 
and Mr. Worbs in cabin; Mr., Mes., and Miss 
Koana and 3 childcen, and Mr. Luther in second 
class, and 44 passengers in steerage. 

Per British steamer Bombay, for London via 
ports :—Mr. W. R. H. Carew and Mr. and Mis. 
H. 1. Chope in cabin. 

Per American steamer Peru; for San Francisco: 
—Messrs. A. S. Mackenzie, L. R. L. Squire, and 
D. O'Callaghan in cabin. 





CARGOES. 
Per British steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Silk, 446 bales; Waste Silk, 222 bales. 
Pec American steamer Peru, for San Francisco:— 
SAN NEW oe st. MON> OTHER 
PHANCIECO, YORKSCHICAGO. Oe eee rr ce ge 


Shanghai... 86 — _ — _ - 

Yokohama, 1,070 _ _-_ = _ — 1,070 

Hongkong. 80 _ _ _-_ - = 80 
Total ... 1,296 — ~— — —_ — 1,236 


Google 
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Stina. 
aan uw 
MRANCIBCE. TORR, MARTPORD. Crt an, 
Shanghai .......... 0 = 3 _ 3 
Vokohama ......... 3 225 97 255 
Votal nc cccccceee 3 228 27 358 


Per Japanese steamer Tokio Maru, for Shanghai 


vid ports :— Treasure, $1,500.00, 


LATEST COMMERCIAT. 
—————_o__ 


IMPORTS. 


No special change to wote.in this market. 


There is some business doing; but trade is by no 
means buoyant. 
buyers very cautions. 


The cising exchange makes 


COTTON PIECIO GOOUS., 


Pew rigee. 
Grey Shistings—84 mh, 38d yds. syinches $2.30 to 2.90 
Grey Shirtings—olh, yn yds. qginches 2.75 to 3.30 
r. Cloth—7i6, 24 yards, yzinches ...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, gginches,. %.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, so inches,. 200 t> 3.7§ 
PER VAR. 


Catton—Italians and Satteenn Black, 
$9 TNCHOS ... ceeceesescee sects sseeteere sss 0.16 tO 0 22 
rem riper, 
8.0 f0 80,00 


9.75 to o.y0 


Velvets—Hlack, 35 yards, a2zinches ... 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3 inches,. 
furkeyReds—2z.oto 2.4th, 24/275 yards, 
GO INCHES 2c... cee cee cece cee ceeaee cee cee 
Turkey Reds—z.8 to 3th, 24/25 yards, 
GO TCHS 0. cee cer see cee cen see eee cee cer ene 
Turkey Reds— 3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 
32 INCHES 00. .c. cee cee cee cee ees cee cee eneees 
Turkey Reds—4.8 to 5¥, 24/25 yards, 
BI HMCH|NB .....ccer cee ser scr see eeee euee eee 
WOOLE HHS. 


1.60 to 875 


8.85 to 2,10 


2.35 to 2.65 


2goto g§ 40 


eek VAKD, 
Phamanel..... ccc cee ccs cee cee cee cereceace evesses, SO§O lu 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches hast 0.35 to 0.48 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
Medium silsaneleassncabaulean cen 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 
Cen saa danas céeecacavceeeci se0sensee 
Mousseline de f.aine—Crape, 24 yards, 
SEM OS on seonek sos senchneinessseaens ene 
Cloths—Pilota, 54 @ SSinches ..,...... 
Clotha—-Presidents, 54 @ $6 inches ., 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ 56 inches ......... 
Alankets—Scariat and Green, 3to 5h, 
CORTON VARTIS, 
us. 16.24, Singles ...........4.-8 
. 28/32, Singles ...... 66. .seaes 
. 38/42, Singles ...........00 
+ 32, Doubles... cece see see ees 
Nos. 42, Doubles... ...eee see see ees 
Nog, 2:60, Plait... ccc seeceesceceeene 
Nas. 2'80, P 
Nos. 2/100, Plain 
Nos. 2/60, Gass 


930 tv 0.324 


0.25 to 0.274 


tw uaz ~ 
to 0.50 
to 0.45 
to 0.70 


0.08 
0.95 
0.60 
0.40 


0.60 tu o.7g 


PER PICU. 
38-00 to 40.0c 
42.00 tO 43.50 
44.50 to 45.50 
45.00 to 46.50 
51.00 to §3.00 
70.00 tu 74.00 
srawe . 84.00 to 86.00 
seetesesssseeesess $05.00 to 108.00 

79.00 to 82.00 

Nos, 2/80, Gassed... 0.10.00 asses 95200 tO 99.00 

Nos. 2/800, Gassed ............4.. $20.00 t0 $25.00 

METALS. 

Market fairly satisfactory. Holders would like 
arise, and buyers. would like a drop in prices. 
But the truth is that neither of them has much 
cause to be dissatisfied with present quotations ; 
and a good business should continue on the pre- 
sent basis. 


Nominal. 


PER PICUL, 
Chat ae, 4 ined... ce ces cease ces cnecseeee 83.20 tO 3.35 
Flat ace, dimch... i... cee cse cee cee seeees 3-35 (0 3.30 
Round and square upto Pinch ...... 3.20 [0 3.30 
fron Plates, assorted .......0..:.cccceeeesees 3,50 CO 3.65 
Sheet From cccccscseccecee casscnsaccensteseeees 4.30 £0 4.50 
Galvanized from sheets .........cc.eee 900 (09.50 
Wire Nails, assorted) ........cccccseeeecereee §-40 tO 5.80 
lin Ulates, per box 5-60 to §-90 
Pig Iran, Mo. 4... 1.60 to 1.65 


KIROSHNE. 
Market reported still in the same state; but 
there must be some saisho transactions, for deli- 
veries and consumption continues. The high cate 
of exchange enable holders to sell at lower figures 
without real detriment to theic Profit and Loss 
account. 
AMEFiCAM ciccesssccee csc ccn cence cee cercrecevess $8.99 10 3.85 
RUSSO ie. cercrecnereecee sector see cnseesseerss 2620 
SUGAR, 
Brown—Fair business at late sates. 
unchanged with a feeble market. — 


White 


pPeRm PiCUL, 
seeeseeee $4.30 tO 4.40 
4-90 to §.to 


Herown Takao .........0.. 
Brown Manila ....... 





Brown Daitong (New) sssssvess ee 4.00 to 4.10 
Brown Canton .i.ccecccsecssecesssecesseressaee 4,00 60 4.70 
White Java and Penang ...sseree, 6.70 to 6.80 
White Refined... sce ces ccs ccecsercsserverees §.90009.8§ 
EXPORTS. 
RAW SII. 


Market quiet. Holders protest against reason- 
able reductions in price and the orders from 
Homeeside are few and far between, Quotations 
unchanged but more or less nominal. 

QUOTATIONS.--(NEW SILK.) 

Filatures—Uxtra 9/19, to/s2 den,...Nom. $810 to 820 

Filatures—[xtra «3/15, 14:16 den...Nom. 800 to 810 

Bilatuses—No. t, 60/0 lanier... scene 780 ta 800 . 

Filatuses——No. 5, 23/15, 04/16 Metter 750 tO 260 
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Filatures—=-No. 04, 10/14 deniers ..........0 750 to 760 
Filatuces—No. 04, 13/04, tgitzelen. ...... 730 to 730 
Filatuces—No. 3. 10/15 Matiers.......e.eee 720 CO 730 
Filatuces—-No. 2, 64/08 deniors .... cece 5 700 to 710 
Re-reels—No. 1, 63/15, 2¢/s6len....Nom. 720 to 730 
Re-reelsa—No: 4, 63/66, 14/07 deniers... .. 700 to 710 
Re-reels—No. 2, 64/88 deniers ............... 680 to 690 
Re-reels—-No. 2d, tats deniers «... 660 to 670 
Re-reels—Nu. 3, 04/20 denier... cece 640 to 650 
Kakedas—Ixieu .. .. Nom. — 

Kakedas—No.: ... sess ae eeee Nom. — 

Knkedas—No. the. ec  . ccceseaw eee 690 to 700 
Sukedas—No.a oo. ., « 670 to 680 
Knwedas—flu. a0... ..., -_ 


WASTE SILK. 
Holders are beginning to show their anxiety, 
but they will have to take less money if they wish 
to induce business worthy of the name. 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 


Noshi—Filature, Best oo... ee GEN§ to 920 
Noshi—Filature, Good 00.0... 808 to 110 
NoshimOshu, Westin. cesses ONS to 120 
NoshimOshu, Good w...cc.c.ccescessessecee eee EO tO 105 
Noshi—Oshu, Medium ........c..cscsee $00 to 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best 2.000.000 oo _ 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good ....0. 00. 00... 65 lo 70 
Noshi—Bushu, Best .....0..0..00....... sees 220 bo 125 
Noshi—Bushu, Good tev seeseceseceseonnes $10 10 595 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... . 00. Tou... 100 to 105 
Noshi—loshu, Good 0.000000. cee 60 to 65 
NoshimJoshu, Pate oo aeeee 65 LO 574 
Kibiso—Wilature, West... eee QS to 100 
Kibisu—Filature, Seconds ...... 2.0.0.0... 85 t» go 

TEA. 


Market quiet with a feeble trade in Old leaf, 
The season is virtually closed but there will pro- 
bably be some retail transactions during the inter- 
regnum. No special advices yet about New crop. 


PER PICUL, 
Choicest oo. sicseereeseecescerseeeescsrttertsetecersee $30 0 $32 
CHOICE 00. secs see ceeree ee ceeeseceseeeresssessesseess 28 C0 29 
F088: oss scsccensscsacastnnges cess 26 to 27 
HIME 0.0... ce cerseessesesceccencee -seee ses aseees secs 24 00 28 
Good Medium oo... .sssssescessssstrsessssensees 92 £0 23 
Medium .........scccccssccee secstscccecesscescensee 20 tO 21 
Good Common ......ses ss cercssescsscsecresseere 18 0 0G 
Commo ... .rrceessecessevececserssssesssscecsssseese 160 47 





EXCHANGE. 
Exchange has fluctuated very little, and the 
tendency of rates is upward. 
Sterling—Bank T.T,  ....ccsscsccceene 3/24 
Bille on demand.,,,... 2/a§ 
4 months’ sight ...,.. 2/233 
Private 4 months’ sight,.,... 2/3 
6 months’ sight...... 2/3 
On Patis—Bank sight ......... 000 ceeece 2.Bo 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight .., 2.84 
On Hongkong—Bank sight..........06. $°7/>P- 
Private 1odays’sight. 3°/, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ........060. 7b 
Private 10 days’ sight, 72} 
On India—Bank sight .......ccsecccs0eee. 180 
Private 30 days’ sight,.,.., 1823 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 54@+ 
Private 4 months’ sight 563 
Ou Germany—Bank sight ......0cc000 2.36 


Private 4 months’ sight... 2.29 
Bar Silver (London)... ..ccsccesessseove 31 qe 


— ss 
— 

_ oe 
= 
on 
—z 





BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 
Yokohama, March and. 
We hear by wire H. & K. Wharfs have cisen to 
$47, there being no sellers under $48; H. & W. 
Docks are wanted at 144 per cent. premium ex 
dividend, and Hongkong Lands at $74. Hong. 


kong Ropes have boomed; shares which were 
firinly held for some months past—buyers ruling 
the market then at $150, whilst sellers were not in 
the market—ate now wanted at $175. 

Mail advices from’ Hongkong report a limited 
business during the week ended 22nd ultimo, the 
Race holidays being responsible for this, but for 
almost all stocks higher prices had to be paid. 

The rise in Indo-Chinas seems to be due to the 
fact that Shanghai has been a large and steady 
purchaser, and holders are sanguine higher prices 
will be paid. The last quotation by wite was 







RUSSO-CHINESE BANK. 


ORGANIZED UNDER IMPERIAL DECREE OF 
10TH DECEMBER, 1895. 


CAPITAL: 








$64.50 Buyers. The rise in Punjoms may be at- 


tributed to the scarcity of shares in the market; 


shares being very firmly leld. 


H. & W. Docks have been taken off the market 


at 150 per cent. and I51 per cent. premium for 
cash, and at 155 per cent. for goth April. In con- 
nection with this Company’s Accounts, the follow. 
ing extract from our Hongkong Agent’s Circular 
may be interesting :— Although the Accounts 
still show “Sundry Creditors” with $233,863.32, 
I may mention that all loans, except the Admiralty 


_ Loan, have been paid off in the early part of this 


year, and that Interest, which appears with 
$10,967.71, will consequently disappear entirely 
in future accounts.” 

Grand Hotels have again been disposed of at 
$145. H. & S. Banks have changed proprietorship 
at 173 percent, premium locally, and H. & K. 


Wharts at $46. Shanghai Land 5 per cent. De- 


bentures been have purchased from Shanghai at 
pac; H. & K. Wharfs at $47.50 from Hongkong, 
and Hongkoug Lands at $72.50 have been sold to 
the same destination, 


March sth, 


Mail advices from Shanghai report the follow- 
ing movements and changes in the Share market 
for the week ended the 28th ult. :— 


Indo-Chinas have been freely dealt in at Ts. 45 
and Tls. 46 for cash, Tls. 47.50 for April and Tis. 
49 for June. Boyds are wanted at Tis. 200 for 
gist instant, A few shares can be had locally for 
cash at this rate. Farnhams have been sold at 
Tls. 190 for cash and Tls. 192.50 for March and 
April. Straits are wanted at $25.50 but holders 
demand higher rates, as an exceptionally good 
account is expected to be issued. S. & H. Wharfs 
have been placed at Tis. 107.50 and Tis. 110. 
Shanghai Tugs are wanted. Cargo Boats have 
changed hands at Tis. 220 and Co-operatives at 
Tls. 200. Peraks have been in strong demand, 
resulting in business at Ts. 40 to Tis. 43, but at 
the close Tls. 42 has been accepted for shares. 
Shanghai Lands, Tis. 30 paid up, have changed 
proprietorship at Tls. 57; fully paid up shares 
have been parted with at Tls. 80, at which rate 
shares are now on offer, International Cottons 
have been booked for Tis. 50 (par); Shanghai 
Gas, T!s. 260; Lankats at Tis. 275 cash and Tis, 
295 for June; Horse Bazaars at Tis. 53, at which 
they are in demand ; Llewellyns at $75 for April; 
Hall & Holtzs at $30 cash and $31 for April; E 
Loan Bonds at Tls. 275; and Waterworks Deben- 
tures locally and in Shangliai at Tls. 112.50. 

Oriental Hotels are wanted at $125; $200 is 
now offered for Founders’ Shares in the same con- 
cern, Club Hotels have strengthened, there being 
now buyers at $60. In other local stocks there are 
no changes to be reported. 

Business have been done in H. & K. Wharfs 
from the South at $48; China Mutual Preference 
£10 paid up shares at £8.10 and £5. Ordinary 
at Pai6: and Grand Hotels have again been 
placed at $145. 





Trade Mark «-. 





acfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


‘SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” ! 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESORIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIRS, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS, 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS. 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 


March 7, 1896. 


0.a.m.Iy. 


Google 










6,000,000 GOLD ROUBLES—£960,000. 


FOUNDERS: 
PRINCE HESPRRE OUKHTOMSKY. 


RenE Brice, Administrator, Credit Lyon- 
nais. 

J. GOLDSTAND, Administrator, St. Peters. 
burg International Commercial Bank. 


BARON RODOLPHE HOTTINGUER, Banker, 
Paris. 


ERNEST DENORMANDIE, President, Comp- 
toir National d’Escompte de Paris. 


EDOUARD NOETZLIN, Administrator, Ban- 
que Nationale du Mexique. 


ADOLPHE ROTHSTEIN, Administrator, St. 


Petersburg International Commercial 
Bank, 


JACQUES STERN, Administrator, Banque 
de Paris et des Pays Bas. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
ST. PETERSBURG. 


OTICE is hereby given that this 
Bank will OPEN a BRANCH in SHANG- 
HAI on the 13th of February, in the pre- 
mises now occupied by the COMPTOIR 
NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE DE PARIS, whose 
Business it will take over on that date. 
The SHANGHAI BRANCH of the RUSSO- 
CHINESE BANK will do a General Bank- 


ing Business. 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK: 


SHANGHAI BRANCH. 
BANKERS: 
London—GLYN, MILLS, CurRRIE & Co. 


Paris—COMPTOIR NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE 
DE PARIS. 


BANQUE DE PARIS &T DES Pays 
BAS. 


Berlin—MENDELSSOHN & Co. 
S. BLEICHRODER. 


Hamburg—M. M. WaRBuRG & Co. 


Amsterdam—LIPPMANN, ROSENTHAL & 
COMPANY. 


Vienna—K. K. PRIV. OESTERR CREDIT 
ANSTALT FUR HANDEL & GEWERBS. 


Interest allowed on Current Account at 2 
per cent. on Daily Balances. 


Interest allowed on Fixed Deposits ac- 
cording to arrangement. 


LOCAL BILLS DISCOUNTED. 


Foreign Exchange on the principal Cities 
of the World, brought and sold. 


Special facilities for Russian Exchange. 


F. BINCELOT, peo mensgem 


D. POKOTILOW, in China. 


A. WERTH, 
Shanghai, roth Feb., 1896. 
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A. WERNICKE, © 


HALLE A SAALE, 
GERMANY. 


MACHINE WORKS, 


FIRST-RATE FOR 


ALCOHOL & SUGAR MACHINERY, 


wishes to be represented by qualified 
Engineers. 


March 7th, 1896. 2ins, 
ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. 
———— 
CAUTION! 
Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON warn 
their customers against the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 


nasty, and from a hygienic point of view 
their use is to he strongly deprecated. 


ATKINSON'S ‘‘ NATURAL” PERFUMES 


ma from flowers, and possess all their 
ot Bas resh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
passed either in delicacy or strength. 


ATKINSON'S “WHITE ROSE.” 
“A charming Scent.” —H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 


J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old | Bond Street, London. 




















Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 

Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 
Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic ibsieni Mhicticeredi London.” 











THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and iis 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 





Sirk Samuet Bansr,in his work entitled * The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,”” says—‘' | ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. Inl 
short time I had many gic to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
ofa llkinds, It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. |. T, Coorga, in his accomnt: of his extraordinary travels 
in China, pub “lished in 1971, says—** I had with me a quantity of 
Hulloway’s Ointment. | gave some to the people, and Peat 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, uvtil at las ta tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of pea 
and the demand became 50 great that | ways obli wed. to lock “ 
the smal! remaining ‘‘stock,’” 


Sold by sll Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
orld, y x6t, 2 


~ Digitized by Cor gle ~~ 
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MILKMAI]) 


CONDENSED MILK 


The ‘“‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
a water is removed, nothing but the best 
reiined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 























gzae| The Physician’s Cure 
yifor Gout, Rheumatic 
“eS. Gout and Gravel; the 
fe) safestand most gentle 

ae eee gee ie. wa\ Wedicine for Infants, 
The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the sees Hy iy Realy ag 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ee a clheomig 

Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 


DINN EFORDS 





MAGNESIA 


___N.B.—ASK_FOR_ FOR DINNEFORD'S _MAGNESIA. | 


A ‘pollinaris 














‘THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 








“Incomparable in Popularity as 


in Purity.”—BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHRFEIBHLD & SWIRHG, 
YOKOHAMA. 






And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig's 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

. ~ MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 





Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on | Application to Office of this Paper. 
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Yonouama: SATURDAY, Marcu 14TH, 1896. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Mr. Uvrno Senrcut has been appointed Japan- 
ese Consul at Amoy. 


Tax Government's new taxation Bills are being 
passed by the Lower House. 


Tue new buildings of the Italian. Legation in 
Tokyo. will be completed in May next. 


THe military transports Zenshin Maru and 
Saikio Maru were released on the Sth inst. 


Tur Shimpo-to partisans outside the Diet pro- 
pose organizing asocial association in thecapital. 


Tue whole of the Odawara-Atami jinrikisha 
Railway will be opened for traffic on the 12th 
inst. 
Ture Masonic Ball given at Yokohama on 
Thursday night was a very brilliant and success- 
fitl affair. —_—_—_—_— . 

Puince Fusximi, the Emperor’s Special Am- 
bassador to Russia, and M. Hitrovo, the Russian 

















Mr. H. Marsupa, who obtained 199 votes, has 
been successful in the parliamentary election in 
the Seventh District of Tokyo. 





Rumour has it that Mr. Shirane, Minister of 
Communications, will resign in order to settle 
the difficulties of the National Unionists. 





A SHOOTING affray occurred in Yokohama on 
Tuesday, a French publican shooting an Eng- 
lish naval stoker in the feet and legs. 


Tue Tanko Railway Co. has declared a divi- 
dend of 12 per cent. per annum, and carried 
forward yer 32,220 to the new account. 


It is generally believed that the Italian defeat 
in Abyssinia will weaken the Triple Alliance 
and will lead to a regrouping of the European 
Powers. 





Tue Nanboku Chuo Tetsudo Kaisha and Mo. 
yetsu Tetsudo Kaisha have been amalgamated. 
The latter name has been given to the combin- 
ed companies, 


Marswat Marquis Yamacata, Japan’s Special 
Ambassador to Russia, is making remarkable 
progress towards recovery, and will leave on the 
15th inst. for Russia. 





THe Home Department is busy making arrange- 


ments to open the Quarantine Station at Naga- 
hama to prevent the importation of the plague 
now prevalent at Hongkong. 


Counr GotucHowsg:, Austrian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, has arrived in Berlin to confer 
with Prince Hohenlohe on the situation, es- 
pecially as it relates to Italy. 





Mr. Yosuipa Yosaxu, Secretary of the Japan- 
ese Legation in Germany, has been appointed 
Private Secretary to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs upon his return to Tokyo. 


Mr. Esaxr Hirosn1, M.P., was attacked bya 
soshi on the gth inst. while proceeding from 
his residence to the office of the National Union. 
He escaped with a few bruises. 


GeNzRAL Baxpissera, the commander of the 
Italian forces in Abyssinia, has cabled that the 
situation is not desperate and that he has up- 
wards of 30,000 men under his commaud., 


Latety Mr. Ito Juzu, father of Marquis Ito, 
the Premier, was seriously ill, and now the 
Premicr’s mother and Marchioness [ty are 
indisposed, and confined to their residence. 


THE total number of fires (including those of 
incendiary origin), that occurred in Tokyo 
during last year, was 550, of which 283 broke 
out in urban divisions, and 267 in rural districts. 


A new Ministry has been formed in Italy with 
Signor Rudini as President, General Ricotti 
taking the portfolio of Minister of War, and 
Signor Brin that of Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


ADMIRAL ALExtEFF, Commander-in- Chief of the 
Russian Asiatic Squadron, and the Captain of 
the Russian ships at Yokohama, inspected the 
Gun and Arms Factory at Akabaue, Tokvo, on 
the oth inst. 
In the House of Commons on the roth instant, 
Mr. Goschen, First Lord of the British; Ad- 
niralty, stated that Great Britain had now 
nearly as many ships in commission as all 
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on the new European service, was thrown open 
for inspection in Yokohama on Sunday. Over 
One thousand persons attended the lunch. 


A MEssAGE dispatched by the Japanese Re- 
presentative in France on the oth inst. and 
received at the Foreign Department says that 
the Marquis of Tetuan is once again Minister 
of Foreign Affairs in Spain. 


In the debate on the British Navy estimates, 
Sir William Harcourt, Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, said he felt bound to accept the assurance 
of the Government that the gravity of the pre- 
sent siluation required increased expenditure. 


Mr. Mrtsunasur Nosuxata, ex-Secretary of 
Kanagawa Prefecture, and now Councillor of 
the Foreign Department, has been promoted to 
the Fifth Class of Merit and receives the Order 
of the Double Rising Sun, with an annual pen- 
sion of yer 120 for services rendered during 
the late war. 


Firtexn Italian battalions were engaged in the 
late battle in Abyssinia, under the command of 
General Baratieri. The Shoans completely out- 
manceured the Italians and finally charged 
amidst their ranks, firing on the officers point 
blank. The Italian retreat was an utter rout; 
their losses are not stated, and a whole brigade 
is missing. —_——. 

Ture is little alteration in the Import trade, 
and only spasmodic deals have taken place in 
Yarns—“ singles” and “‘ gassed.” In Shirtings 
there have been a few small transactions in 
“spot” goods, though some good contracts 
have been put through for future arrival. There 
is something doing in the Metal trade—es- 
pecially in Plate and Galvanized Iron, which are 
without alteration in value; also in Tin Plates 
at late rates. Pigs and Bars are dull. The 
Kerosene market is weak, and though holders 
have shown signs of a further inclination to take 
less money, buyers are still shy, and are wait- 
ing for yet lower prices. The Sugar trade has 
revived to some extent in tone, though free ar- 
rivals from Manila and China have induced a 
slight weakness in these sorts. A cargo of 
Takao has arrived, and though part of it was 
sold floating, the balance is well held for more 
money. For White refined there is a demand 
which has induced holders to ask a stiff 
rise, and this will probably have to be paid 
before any quantity is parted with. As might 
have been expected, a considerable drop 
in the value of Raw Silk has at length come 
about, this being mainly due to owners holding 
on too long to parcels that might have been 
sold long since at prices which are now im- 
possible, There is no immediate prospect of 
any improvement in the present situation, as 
the stock is still very heavy, there is no great 
demand either from Europe or America, and 
there can be no doubt whatever that there 
isa certain number of holders of Silk at present 
in very tight places. In the Waste Silk trade, 
holders seem at last to have faced the in- 
evitable, and to have made concessions tha} 
have ended in considerable business. They 
also declare their readiness to go on at current 
rales, and it is hoped that the demand may 
continue whereby the present large stock will 
be still further reduced. There is nothing to 
report in the Tea trade. Exchange was firm at 
unaltered rates in the beginning of the week, 
advanced during two days later on, and hag since 
remained firm on the last rise. 
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pro-Russian policy would be fruitless and out- 
of-date for Japan. The Tokyo journal wants 
to know what step the Salisbury Cabinet and 
the Ito Cabinet are going to take at this junc- 
ture. 


of opinion that a secret rapprochement is taking 
place between the two countries, but that the 
Shanghai journal’s exposition of its details is too 
ingenious. It is not unlikely, writes the F ii, 
that with regard to two or three of the provisions 
set forth in the alleged Secret Treaty a tacit 
understanding may exist between the two coun- 
tries, but with regard to the actual existence of 
such a treaty that must be mainly a matter of 
conjecture. In the firet place, it is not compre- 
hensible why Port Arthurshould have been seléct- 
ed instead of Kiao-chow Bay, which is the most 
important strategical harbour in the China Sea ; 
and in the!second, the clause providing for the 
action to be taken by China in the event of any 
foreign Power's objecting, is too discreditable 
to have been embodied in a Treaty signed by 
Russia. Moreover the latter’s foreign policy, 
whether in respect of the Balkan peninsula, or 
Persia, or Turkey, or Korea, is generally con- 
ducted on the basis of undefined obligations: 
that is to say, obligations conferred but not 
conventionally recognised, their recognition 
being left in the lap of the future. The action 
now assigned to her with respect to China is 
inconsistent with that traditional policy. It 
marks a departure too new to be credible. Fur- 
ther, the provision that Russia should render 
armed aid to China in the event of the latter's be- 
coming involved in war with any foreign country, 
would be the acme of temerity on Russia's part, 
inasmuch as, having regard to China’s recent 
relations with England, America, France, and 
so forth, she may at any moment be plunged in 
war with those countries. However, there is no 
smoke without fire. Possibly the relations be- 
tween Russia and China may develop into the 
realization of what is now attributed to them by 
the Shanghai journal, and a Treaty of Alliance 
in some such sense may, on some future occa- 
sion, be concluded between the two. The 
Japanese people, however, must not be moved 
by any such rumours, but must energetically 
strive to nourish their own resources, so that 
every emergency shall find them ready and 
equal to meet it. A nation efficiently prepared 
against all contigencies may complacently re- 
gard the plans devised by others. Japan must 
depend on her own strength and not on the 
weakness of others. 





































































































































THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 


_—_—__—__—_————_——_ 

This has béen a comparatively dull week 
journalistically. No topics of particular interest 
enlivened the discussions of the press. The 
departure of H.I.H. Prince Fushimi on the 8th 
inst. to attend the Coronation Ceremony of the 
Czar as the Emperor's Delegate, was editorially 
taken notice of by several papers. The Prince 
is a Major-General and Commander of the First 
Brigade. During the War, he fought in Shan- 
tung and subsequently in Formosa at the head 
of the Fourth Brigade. 7 


a 
so « 

With regard to the iterated no confidence 
resolutions of the Tokyo Municipal Assembly 
against Governor Miura, the Asahs holds that 
it was not strictly proper for the Assembly to 
have adopted such a resolution on the water-pipe 
case, for the Governor, far from being guilty of 
want of vigilance, was instrumental in detecting 
thatnotorious fraud. Still, the very fact that 
such resolutions have been repeatedly adopted 
with practically no dissenting voice, conclusive- 
ly proves thatthe Governor enjoys no confidence 
whatever among the cilizens under his jurisdic- 
tion, and be is therefore moralty bound to resign 
his office. His refusal to do so, will impede 
the progress of Municipal affairs, and must 
impair his own reputation. 


The Kokumin offers curious advice to the 
members of the Municipal Assembly. It saya 
that the principal reason why their efforts have 
thus far proved fruitless, is because they have 
confined themselves to subsidiary affairs and 
did not extend their discussion to the root of 
the matter. In other words, they directed their 
attack against the Governor alone, and left un- 
touched the Home Minister, with whom the 
chief responsibility rests. Did they reverse the 
procedure, their object could be easily attained, 
But the Kokumin offers no solution of this 
enigma. 


* Sa 

The trouble in the Tokyo Municipal As- 
sembly has assumed very serious dimensions. 
The cause of the difficulty, as previously noted 
in these columns, is the unpopularity of the 
Governor, primarily because of his sudden 
change of attitude in the House of Peers after 
he had been nominated Governor, When the 
water-pipe-fraud case presented itself the As- 
sembly, simply waiting for a weapon to attack 
the Governor, at once charged him with neglect 
of duty—an obvious pretext—and then passed a 
vote of want of confidencein-rhim. The Assem- 
bly was forthwith dissolved. The same fate befell 
a new Assembly, convened a few weeks ago. It 
repeated the vole and was dissolved inturn. On 
the roth instant a third Assembly met, and 
once more the old scene was re-enacted. In 
this last instance the Assembly behaved in a 
childish manner. Mr. Sudo Jiichiro, member 
of the Diet for a section of Tokyo, was elected 
Chairman, Thereupon he informed his fellow- 
members that he himself was strongly in fa- 
your of a vote of want of confidence, but, that, 
having visited the Minister of Home Affairs 
and urged the advisability of speedily removing 
the unpopular Governor, Mr. Miura, he had 
received an assurance that the Home Office 
would satisfy the Assembly’s wishes within 
two weeks. Under these circumstances, the 
Chairman advised the Assembly (o refrain from 
passing a want-of-confidence resolution, and 
to proceed promptly with the discussion of the 
Budget for the approaching fiscal year. The 
Chairman’s suggestion was endorsed by Mr. 
Koizuka Ryu, M.P., a member of the Municipal 
Assembly. But their discreet advice was over- 
ruled by a clamorous majority, and the want-of- 
confidence measure was introduced and passed, 
after which the Assembly adjourned, to be duly 
dissolved by the Home Minister on the 12th 
instant. But in this instance the members had 
been very acute and very undignified. Know- 
that the Assembly must be again dissolved, 
they had resigned their membership imme- 
diately after the adjournment on the 10th inst. 
Thus the Assembly had practically no exist- 
ence when the Home Minister's sentence was 
pronounced. 


« a 

The usual rejection of the Amended Press 
Bill by the House of Peers naturally evokes a 
storm of indignation from the metropolitan 
journals. The Yomiuri writes in an excited 
tone that the root of the trouble being in the 
composition of the House itself namely, in 
the plurality of pro-Government members, 
attention should hereafter be chiefly direot- 
ed to changing the members. No time should 
be lost about the matter, for should it be 
neglected, there is every probability that, on 
the occasion of the general re-election next 
year, the members of the pro-Government 
Party, namely, the Kenkyu-kas, will be returned 
in as great numbers asever. It is owing to the 
presence of these party men in the House that 
such measures as the Press Law Bill and the 
Special Municipality Abolition Bill, though 
passed in the Lower House almost unanimous- 
ly, are always rejected by the Upper. The press 
and the citizens of the three Municipalities are 
enjoined by the Vomiuré to endeavour to eradi- 
cate the obstacle that prevents them from attain- 
ing their long cherished project, though how 
they are to do that is, as usual, left untold. 
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The Mainichi makes similar observations on 
the subject. It says that since the impotence of 
China was thrown into high relief by her miser- 
able collapse in the late War, Russia's ever- 
present ambition has been considerably whetted, 
Her intervention, resulting in the recovery of 
Liaotung for China, and the friendly assistance 
rendered by her in providing funds for the pay- 
ment of the indemnity, were acts that aimed at in- 
gratiating herself with China, The War has made 
Japan an object of hatred and dread to China, 
and as these sentiments impel the latter to seek 
help in some other quarter, her willingness to 
conclude a treaty of alliance with her benefactor, 
Russia, would not be unnatural. But as to the 
actual conclusion of euch a treaty, and as to its 
text—that is another question. The Maintchi 
is of opinion that- the so-called Secret Treaty 
was fabricated by persons who, chagrined at de- 
tecting signs of gradual increasing rapproche- 
ment between the two Powers, and consequent 
indications of material changes in the situation 
in the Far East, seek to warn the public at large 
by embodying that tendency in a written treaty. 
Does not the alleged treaty of alliance faithfully 
reflect the prevailing sentiment of Englishmen 
living in northern China? Our contemporary 
concludes its article by observing that to place 
credence in the published Treaty would be a 
very shallow view, but that, on the other hand, 
it is two late to deny that any understanding 
exists between Russia and China. 


Marshal Marquis Yamagata is believed in 
certain circles to advocate a Russo-Japanese 
Alliance, for which reason he has been accre- 
dited with the mission to St. Petersburg. The 
Kokumin, while granting that at no very dis- 
tant date some treaty, on the lines indicated by 
the Shanghai journal, must be concluded be- 
tween Russia and China, declares that a 
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The Zokyo Shimbun (Liberal Organ) also 
strongly protests against the implacable hostility 
of the House of Peers towards the Press Law 
Bill. Itindignantly avers that as public opinion 
is strongly in favour of complete liberty of the 
press, and as that spirit is growing more pro- 
nounced than ever and can not be daunted, 
whatever obstruction it meets at the hands of 
the House of Peers, it must inevitably assert 
itself sooner or late. 
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The Formosan problem continues to attract 
journalistic attention. The Kokumin writes on 
the subject in its usual strain, namely, censur- 
ing the Government for inability to deal with 
the question in a manner sufficiently summary 
to please the Kokumin. 


The 7ifi discusses the same question, and 
advises the Government not to be betrayed into 
adopting any magnanimous policy towards 
Japan’s new subjects, for that would simply 
make them more unruly than before. Another 
practical point dwelt on by the same journal is 
the necessity of resolutely inaugurating a change 
in the burial customs of Formosa. The wooden 
coffin used by the natives of the island is oves 
6 feet long and of proportionate width. Ifa 
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Counts Matsukata and Kabayama, about 
whom the Opposition journals sought to raise 
so much political interest before they returned to 
Tokyo, have been little heard of since then. The 
latest intelligence about thém is that the former 
will again retire to his villa at Mikage, as soon 
as the marriage of his second son is concluded, 
and that the Governor-General of Formosa does 
not intend to go to his native province or to 
quit the Government, though to what post he 
will be removed is still uncertain. 


In the field of commerce and industry, we 
may mention the resolution of the Specie Bank 
of Yokohama to increase its capital from 6 
million to 12 million yes. The new shares are 
to be distributed among the holders of the old, 
and as they areto be allotted at their face 
value, 100 yen per share, whereas the Bank’s old 
shares are now quoted at 333 yen, the transac- 
tion will be very profitable to the shareholders. 
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Though not attaching credence to the text of 
the so-called Treaty of Secret Alliance between 
Russia and China, published by the Worth 
China Daily News, the Metropolitan journals 
are inclined to believe in its spirit. They are 
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buried at a depth of only 2 or 3 feet, and 
earth is then heaped over it. Tumuli are 
also carried to the right and left of the 
mound, so that the space occupied by the 
sepulchre covers some 30 or 40 fsubo (1,080 to 
1,440 square feet). Further, the ground chosen 
for cemeteries being of the best quality, it results 
that all the good land in the vicinity of the towns 
is nearly used up, and farms are being turned 
into burial places. Such absurd waste must be 
promptly stopped. Now isthe best time to take 
the step, while the actions of the authorities are 
not restrained by any private considerations. 
® 
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The Xokuméin has articles on Korea, For- 
mosa, and sundry other topics. As to the 
murders of Japanese in Korea, already 22 have 
been reported, and our contemporary asserts 
that as they are the victims of Japan’s over- 
conciliatory policy in Korea, and asthe Foreign 
Office must have been prepared to see a number 
of Japanese victimized when it resolved to 
assume ils new attitude towards Korea, there- 
fore the Cabinet, while taking steps to procure 
the punishment of the murderers, ought to obtain 
pecuniary compersation for the survivors from 


the Court. 


The same journal’s opinion on the floating of 
another loan by China in England and Ger- 
many, is unusually rational. It is glad to see 
China obtaining funds from creditors so little 
dangerous as these two countries, whose ambi- 
tion in thus accommodating the Middle King- 
dom is of a peaceful kind, namely, the promo- 
tion of their commercial interests in the East ; 
whereas, in conferring a similar favour, Russia 
and France had much more serious objects in 
view. The Kokumin advises China to raise 
other loans in such countries as England and 
Germany, so that she may liquidate the sum she 
owes to France and Russia, and thus free her- 
self from their bondage. 

e' 

The Shogyo raises an interesting point with 
reference to the fixed complement of engineers 
in coasting steamers, between 200 and 500 tons 
displacement; that is to say, the number fixed 
by the Government Bill that has just passed the 
Upper House. The Bill provides that even so 
small a vessel must have two engineers, and 
this provision is considered by the Shogyo not 
only unpractical, in view of the present state of 
maritime affairs in Japan, but also quite un- 
necessary. At present there are 115 steamers 
of the displacement in question, and as they 
employ only one engineer each, 115 more en- 
gineers will be required according to the new 
Law. Further, some 30 steamers of the same 
size are in the process of construction at 
Japanese dockyards, or are about to be pur- 
chased. So there will be a demand for 
175 engineers in all. Whence are they to 
he obtained? No licensed nautical engineer 
is now unemployed. Every one is engaged 
by some ship-owner or other, and it is out of 
question for a little steamer to employ a high- 
salaried foreign engineer: the want must be 
supplied at home. In 1894 and 1895, the 
number of engineers newly licensed through- 
out Japan was 6 and 48, respectively, that is 
to say, an average of 27 annually. As six 
years are requisite to fully train an engineer, 
it is evident that along time must elapse before 
all the above small steamers can be furnished 
with the legal number of engineers. In the 
interval, several of the vessels must lie idle. 
Nothing conld be more unreasonable. Every- 
thing should be based on actual requirements. 
At present only one licensed engineer is em- 
ployed in a steamer of 500 tons or less, an oil- 
man serving generally asan assistant. Butina 
large steamer navigating the high seas, though 
the fixed establishment of engineers, according 
to the same Bill is also two, three are gene- 
rally employed when the vessel is over 2,000 
tons displacement, and four in ships of above 
3,000 tons, The Shogyo earnestly hopes that 


was sent down a few days ago from the Peers, 
will give more thought to this point, and will 
effect suitable and reasonable amendments, 
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MR. SHIBA SHIRO AND OFFICIAL DOCUMENTS. 
Tue Niché Nichi entertains a strong suspicion 
as (o thesources whence Mr. Shiba Shiro, M.P., 
obtained the official documents pertaining to the 
Korean émeute of October 8th, which he read 
before the House on the 25th ult. It seems 
a vain task, however, to inquire deeply into the 
matter, as Mr. Shiba, even though he read the 
documents without obtaining the consent of 
the Government, can not be held responsible 
for what he bas done in the House; while tc 
charge the ex-Japanese Minister to Korea, 
Viscount Miura—supposing thatthe documents 
in question emanated from him—with a breach 
of official trust, would be uselesss, as Viscount 
Miura is already dismissed from office by way 
of disciplinary punishment. Be the matter as 
it may, it would have been very difficult for 
any person but the Viscount to have furnished 
the documents, while to credit him with 
observing his trust honorably involves a strong 
suspicion of the authenticity of the docu- 
ments that Mr. Shiba read. The Michs Nichi 
discovers many points in Mr. Shiba’s statement 
that are at variance with currently received 
information regarding the doings of that day. 
As to the charge that the Government placed 
greater credence in the reports of outsiders 
than in the Minister's, the Wiché Nichi ex- 
plains that, whereas the émeute was actually 
consummated at dawn on the morning of 
October 8th, no message was received from 
Viscount Miura at the Foreign Office dur- 
ing the forenoon. A telegram, sent from a 
certain military a¢/aché of the Japanese Lega- 
tion to Central Head-quarters, was the first 
intelligence that reached Tokyo. Marquis 
Saionji, Acting Foreign Minister, therefore 
wired at once to Minister Miura requesting him 
to promptly furnish information as to the 
event. The Marquis specially enjoined Vis- 
count Miura to send precise information as to 
the whereabouts of the Queen, and whether any 
Japanese wese implicated in the affair. This 
instruction was wired at I p.m. on the 8th, and 
some half an hour later a message from the 
Minister arrived, stating, in a few bald sentences, 
thatthe Tai W6n-kun had entered the Palaceand 
that a collision had occurred between the rival 
troops of Korea. He also announced the quel- 
ling of the disturbance by the Japanese troops, 
but not a hint was given as to the complicity 
of the Japanese Legation with the trouble. At 
9:40 p.m. on that day a second telegram, des- 
patched by the Minister at 3.30 p.m., reach- 
ed the Foreign Office. It ran thus :—** The 
Queen is probably murdered and her whereabouts 
is not yet clear. Inquiries are now being 
carried on as to whether Japanese were implicat- 
ed in the affair.” The Michi Nichi says that 
it has obtained special permission from the 
Government to publish the official messages 
mentioned in this article. Thenathird message, 
dated 10.32 p.m., reached Tokyo at 1.05 a.m 
on the oth, running as follows :—‘‘ Instructions 
to inquire whether Japanese are involved in this 
affair to hand. Though outwardly it is the 
work of Koreans, Japanese are secretly im- 
plicated in it. To confess the truth, I myself 
connived at it,” &c., &c. The message farther 
stated that it was inevilable that the Japanese 
Minister should play the part he did. Thus, 
for the first time, the Tokyo Government was 
apprised of the fact that the Minister had sanc- 
tioned the emeute, and had been cognizant of it 
from its inception. Alive to the gravity of the 
situation, the Government despatched Mr. 
Komura, then Chief of the Political Bureau of 
the Foreign Office, to Korea, and only when 
reports had been received from him did the 
Government take definite steps in connexion 
with the matter. Thus the Government was 
guided from the first by the reports of the Mini- 
ster, But when it discovered that he had con- 
cealed the true facts, it despatched a competent 
official to prosecute inquiries into the actual state 
of affairs—a step which was butreasonable. A 
letter from Minister Miura to the Premier was 
read, among others, by Mr. Shiba. It was 
dated Oct. 14th, and was duly received by Count 
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Tokyo. 
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Ito. The following passages are said to have 
occurred in the letter :—“ Ag the soshd who en- 
tered the Palace as attendants on the Tai Wén- 
kun have been tacitly acknowledged and, as it 
were, secretly employed by me, it would not be 
strictly just to hold them alone responsible foe 
the deed that was done * ® ®, In short, the 
present affair was not very adroitly conducted, 
but is open to the charge of awkward Llundering, 
I having failed to effectively conceal its bad side. 
Suill this was unavoidable.” Ti ese passages are 
found in the immediate sequel of what Mr. Shiba 
read, and yet, from certain unaccountable rea- 
sons, he omitted them. At any rate, it is clear- 
ly established that the Minister complacently 
transmitted false information, and was obliged 
to acknowledge the facts only when he had been 
threatened by the Home Government. As tothe 
second pointraised by Mr. Shiba, namely, that 
the Governmentdid notgive definite instructions, 
though its Minister had asked for them before 
he departed for his post, the explanation is that 
as the policy inaugurated by Count Inouye was 
not to be changed, and as Count Inouye was 
still in Korea, acting under definite instrac- 
tions from the Cabinet, the Government gave 
the Viscount to understand that as it saw no 
necessily to change its policy, he had simply 
to take-up and follow the duties laid down by 
his pre:lecessor. 


KORBANS IN TOKYO. 


Tue Korean political refugees in Tokyo, Mr. 


Cho Wi-yéng, ex-War Minister, and his party, 
numbering about 20 altogether, seem to be con- 
fronted with the difficulties that beset the late 
Kim Ok-kyun and Pak Yong-koi—want of 
means of subsistence. With a view to reduc- 
ing their expenses to the utmost they have leas- 
ed the house not far from Sukiyabashi, Kyo- 
bashi-ku, in which Pak and the late Kim 
Ok-kyun lived together for some while. The 
Mainichi appeals in their behalf to the sym- 
pathy of the benevolent public. But Cho and 
his party are not the only Koreans staying in 
On the contrary, about 200 Korean 
students are studying iu Mr. Fukuzawa’s 
School, and their future appears quite as dis- 
mal as Cho’s. The money with which the late 
Korean Government furnished them will only 
last to the end of the current month, and it 
is morally impossible for them to expect remit- 
tances from the new Government. It is said 
that Mr, Fukuzawa is endeavouring to obtain 
means (to enable the Korean youths to continue 
their studies in Tokyo, independently of their 
own Government’s support. In the meantime, 
six of these students secretly took passage on 


board the Empress of India, that left Yoko- 


hama for Vancouver at the end of last month, 
One of the fugitives was the accountant of the 
Korean Club in Tokyo, and it is gathered that 


which had been deposited at the Mitsui Bank io 
his name on behalf of the club. Inquiries con- 
ducted by the Xefogijiku lave revealed that the 
youths were assisied iu their flight by a foreigner 
engaged in a certain missionary school in To- 
kyo, and that this gentleman booked their pas- 
sages himself, calling personally at the agency 
oftheC.P.R. Company. As the fugitives are 
said to have worn foreign clothes and new boots, 
they must have received pecuniary help from 
this gentleman, The reason of their flight is 
altributed by the Managers of the School toa 


perhaps to the idea that henceforth Japan’s in- 
fluence must wane in the peninsula, and that the 
acquirement of Western knowledge had better 
be sought at original sources than in Japan. 





DESPRRATE QUARREL AMONG GAMBLERS. 

A pEsPpeRATE gambling quarrel occurred on the 
afternoon of the 6th inst. in front of the Shim. 
mei Shrine, Shiba, resulting in the more or less 
serious wounding of twelve men. The quarrel 
arose between two rival bands of gamblers in 
Shiba, followers of ‘‘ Kataichi,” who lives near 
the gate of the Zojo Temple, Shiba, and 
followers of “ Kushitoku,” living in Karasuimuri- 
cho, in the same ward. ‘‘ Kitaichi,” whose real 
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he carried away with him a little over 400 yer .. 


common defect in the Korean character, namely, ; 
want of constancy and definite views, and also ¢ 
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name is Yamamoto Tokujiro, is an ex-head of 
the fire brigade of Katamonzen.cho, Shiba, and 
being a man of great influence among the asodé- 
nin (idlers), by which term gamblers are known 
in Tokyo, is generally admitted to be the oya- 
bun, “father,” of that portion of Shiba. His busi- 
ness, as is usually the case with the oya-dun, is 
simply to supervise his followers, to look after 
them generally, and to act as arbitrator or me- 
diator in any dispute arising among them or be- 
tween them and ordinary citizens. For these ser- 
vices he is entitled to charge a percentage on all 
the gambling that is carried on within the boands 
of his “province.” ‘ Kushitoku” (Kushida 
Tokujiro), is a native of Shidzuoka and came 
up toTokyo some ten years ago. Though a 
provincial, he gradually succeeded in securing 
obedience among the asodi-nén in the vicinity of 
Karasumori, and was eventually recognised as 
the chief of the gamblers in that section of Shiba, 
extending from Shimbashi to Rogetsucho. But 
‘‘ Kushitoku,” being ambitious, was not content 
with this. He aspired to get the whole ward of 
Shiba under his control. His first step was to lay 
claim to the percentage levied on gambling by 
**Kataichi,” which claim the latter firmly de- 
clined to recognise, At the same time, the latter 
intimated to ‘‘Kushitoku” that, should he 
persist in his claim, he must establish his title 
by duel. ‘‘Kataichi” therefore prepared to 
receive the challenge according to the rules of 
the ofokodate, ‘‘ Knight-commoners,” whom 
the gamblers arrogantly claim to represent in 
the present era. But the other did not care 
to observe this etiquette, and about 3 p.m. 
on Friday last, six followers of ‘‘ Kushitoku ” 
proceeded to ‘ Kataichi’s ” ‘house, each 
armed with a sword-cane. A desperate at- 
tack was made, and though Kataichi’s men 
were under the disadvantage of not being 
armed they succeeded in driving off the intru- 
ders. As the defeated gamblers were retiring, 
they suddenly encountered, in front of the 
Shimmei Shrine, another band of ‘‘ Kataichi's” 
followers. Thereupon they hastened back to 
their head-quarters with all celerity. The others 
followed, and a severe skirmish took place 
lasting for about a quarter of an hour, with the 
result that nearly all of the combatants were more 
or less seriously wounded. When the Police 
arrived on the spot the gamblers had gone, with 
the exception of one of ‘ Kushitoku’s” men, who 
was found prostrate on the ground. The Police 
have since arrested several of ‘‘ Kushitoku’s” 
men as well as their leader, while others of the 
gang have voluntarily appeared at the Police 
Office. One of ‘‘ Kataichi’s” men was. so 
seriously wounded that his recovery is despaired 
of, ‘* Kataichi”’ himself was away from home on 
the day of the affray. 


PROBABLE SOCIALISTIC MOVEMENTS IN JAPAN. 


Tue latest issue of the Msppon-yin contains an 
article on probable socialistic movements in 
Japan. Our contemporary warns capitalists to 
take suitable steps by prevent themselves from 
being involved in grave trouble in later years 
through the breaking out of socialist agitation 
in Japan. Male and female artizans employed 
in workshops, it says, must now exceed 300,000, 
while if to these are added artizans carrying 
on independent trades, and unskilled labourers, 
_the total will not fall below two millions, These 
classes are at present exempt fromany socialistic 
agitation and are not yet alive to the labour ques- 
tions disturbing the West, while the increasing 
prosperity of the country, especially since the 
war, has enabled them to obtain better wages 
than before. But this state of things can not be 
expected to last for ever, and as the knowledge 
of the labouring classes advances, and they 
begin to realise some of the principles of social- 
ism, theic eyes will be opened to what they may 
justly consider injustice and illegitimate sweat- 
ing. When that time arrives it is exceedingly 
probable that the labouring classes will break 
out into a regular socialistic agitation, following 
somewhat on the lines pursued in Western 
countries. Already there are grievances enough 
against which working people may justly com- 
plain. The compact of the spinning factories 
not to allow mechanics employed by them to 








































yen; paid up capital, 81,558,457.050 yen, un- 
called capital 45,544,055.100 yen. Vhe number 
of companies that started between May rst, 
1895—the day on which the Treaty of Peace 
wasconcluded—and January 318t, 1896, totalled 
97, with capital invested as follow :—Nominal 
capital, 13,575,900.000 yen; paid up capital, 
2,475,720.000 yen; capilal not called up 
11,100,180,000 yen. The number of Railway 
Companies is not given, but the amount of 
money invested in them is as follows:—Nominal 
capital, 110,408,000 yen; paid up capital, 
72,645,310 yen; uncalled capital, 37,762,690 
yen. Of the above, the capital of those charter- 
ed between May rst and January 318t is:— 
Nominal capital, 10,615,000 yen; paid up, 
694,360 yen; uncalled capital, 9,920,640 yen. 
Banks, inclusive of joint-stock, firms, and part- 
nerships, existing at the close of 1895, were 
1,048, the nominal capital aggregating 169,241,- 
789 yen. Between July, 1895, to the end of 
the year, 98 banks were started, their nominal 
capital totalling 35,753,940 yen. At the end of 
the first half of the preceding year there 
were 950 banks, and their nominal capital was 
133,487,849 yen ; paid up, 106,740,174 yen; 
uncalled capital, 26,747,675 yen. Summing 
up, we find that investments in mercantile con- 
cerns, banks, and railways were, as follow : No- 
minal capital, 370,998,361.150 yer; paid up 
capital, 260.943.941.051 yen; uncalled capital, 
110,054,420.300 yen. 


remove to another factory with the prospect of 
better pay, without the consent of their em- 
ployers, is in itself a serious grievance. This 
unjust restraint is not confined to spinners, but 
is similarly in vogue in printing and weaving 
works, and other trades. The regular working 
hours in Japan are generally 12 per day, but 
this limit is never strictly observed, so that 
young and old alike are obliged to overtax 
their nerves and energies; for nearly every 
factory runs for 15 or 16 hours a day. Capi- 
talists defend themselves by saying that for 
extra, or night work, they pay their employés 
double the usual rate. But it must be remein- 
bered that what is called night work generally 
means all night work, and is therefore a practice 
that considerate and benevelolent persons 
should never resort to. The writer of the article 
fears that if these causes of just complaint are not 
promptly removed, and factories and workshops 
are not conducted in conformity with the prin- 
ciples of justice and humanity, the present 
mild-mannered and good-tempered mechanics 
will be converted into desperate soshi who will 
inflict serious trouble and cause heavy losses to 
their employers. 


SPECULATION IN RAILWAY STOCKS. 
Exciusrvg of the stock of the Nippon Railway, 
which, though regularly quoted, seldom changes 
hands on ’Change, it is not impossible, says the 
Shogyo, for a rich and daring speculator to 
obtain control of the majority of railway shares 
daily passing through the books of brokers on 
the Tokyo Stock Exchanges. These stocks are 
as follow :— 


DJIBOUTIL. 


THE Océanien was the first of the French mail 
steamers to Call at the port of Djiboutil, the new 


core Namber of | port of call in the Red Sea, and one of her pas- 

Ryoiiie: Raillway-cac 1,500,000 30,000 | Sengers, remarks the V.-C. Darly News, tells a 
Sanyo Railway ...... 13,000,000 260,000 | Ceylon paper, that the port is a very pretty one, 
Kwansai Kailway ... 6,500,000 +» 130,000/and a far better place for sight-seeing than 
Old ... 150,000} Aden or Suez, the land being relieved by some 
Kyushin Railway — ...11,000,000 iy ene meee little vegetation, though there is not very much 
bu Railways celien aasolbos- New * 9 500 of this. He says it is a natural harbour almost 


Old ... 20,000 completely land-locked. There is no artificial 





Chiku-Ho Railway ... 3,700,000 New ... 30,000 breakwater, the sand banks furnishing all that 
Tanko Railway ...... 6,500,000 ws» 130,600 | i8 required of this sort. The harbour is larger 
Old ... 110,000] than either Aden or Colombo, and a long way 
Sangoo Railway ...... 1,100,000 New... 110,000}out gives good anchorage for a number of 
del et aes : naeaua Pte ships. The Océanien lay about half-an-hour’s 
.. one ® 3 eee ,000 H M4 H 
Hoshin; Railay cc. 5 686 bos 46606 Lea mae, A landing quay is being 
So-Bu Railway ...... 1,200,000 "24,000 4 . e town proper consists of one street 
Bo-So Railway......... 1,200,000 9,200 anked by low huts occupied by Frenchmen, 
aed —_..___| Greeks, and other Europeans, and the rest is 
Total ..cccccccsce 50,350,000 1,008,200 | 2 pettak swarming with Somalis. There is one 


hotel (a single-story building in the main street) 
run bya former agent of the M.M. Company, and 
there is another hotel which gives the fillip of 
competition. The principal house is the Go- 
vernor's, the Governor being M. La Garde, who 
was formerly Governor of Obock, which isa 
few miles away. The M.M. agent at Djiboutil 
was also formerly stationed at Obock. The 


The gross capital alone amounts to over 50 
million yen, and at least twice that amount 
would be needed to actually buy all the shares 
at their quoted prices. But if a speculator 
simply intends to get possession of the market, 
the capital needed is very small, the security 
deposit per share being as follows :— 


Yen. Yen. 
Ryomo vee eee 4-000 = Ko bur a ve 8000 | M.M. Company are building coal-sheds there, 
Sanyo..eccscecseeses 3-000 New (ditto) ... 8.0ooofand the Océanien brought out some of the 
Kwansai sce 3-000 Chiku-ho ....., 6.000 | materials for these. There are noexports from 
Kyushitt..ceccseess 3.000 =—§New (ditto) .., 4.000] the place, save curiosities, and in the disposal 
— (ditto) .4..., 2.000 Tanko v.ereeee 7-000 | of these the natives of the place are said to be 
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SUDDEN DEATH OF BISHOP VASSELON. 


WE regret to learn (says the Kobe Chronicle) 
from Petre Chatron that Monseigneur Henri 
Vasselon, Bishop of Osaka, expired suddenly 
on Saturday evening at 8 o'clock. The 
Bishop, just previously to the apoplectic 
fit with which he was seized, had been giving 
instruction to a young father in Japanese 
and complained of dizziness in the head, so 
much so that he abruptly terminated the lesson. 
Shortly after the young Father had left the 
room, he heard the Bishop fall, and returned 
to his assistance. It was then about half-past 
six, and the Bishop passed away at eight 
o’clock. The deceased was born at Crapone, 
in the Department of Haute Loire, and was 
only 42 years of age. He came to Japan in 
1877 as a missionary, and laboured in the in- 
terior, principally at Okayama, He was after- 
wards appointed to Kyoto, and subsequently 
to the Bishopric of Osaka, so that the Bishop 
was fairly well known in the country. Toosay, 


The total security deposit needed is thus only 
3,804,800 yen. Itis not at all unlikely, when 
the Revised Treaties come into force, that a rich 
foreign speculator, or syndicate, will enter the 
railway stock market of Japan and, with a supply 
of ready capital, will obtain control of the market 
and in the end reap a rich profit. Such is the 
Shogyo's forecast. But we fail to see why that 
contingency should be more likely after the 
revised treaties come into force than it is at 
present. Besides, there are plenty of Japanese 
capitalists quile capable, from a financial point 
of view, of doing as our contemporary suggests. 





COMPANIES AND BANKS IN JAPAN. 


AccorDING to the Shogyo Shimpo, mercantile 
concerns—firms or private partnership com- 
panies excluded—and joint stock companies 
existing in Japanon January 31st, totalled 1,140; 
capital invested and the relation between 
paid up and uncalled capital being as 
follows :—Nominal capital, 127,102,521.150 
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nol a very strong man, there had been no 
suspicion among the Fathers that his end 
would be so painfully sudden. 


THE GERMAN PRESS ON THE TRANSVAAL AFFAIR. 
As was to be expected, the German press for 
several weeks in January was chiefly occupied 
with the recent events in South Africa. In the 
following we give a brief résumé of the views 
expressed by several of the leading papers which 
substantially set forth the sentiments of the 
entire press of Germany. ‘The Echo, Berlin, 
in summing up the situation says :—The alti- 
tude of Germany no doubt greatly strengthened 
the Transvaal Republic in the stand against 
English greed. The prompt diplomatic repre- 
sentation from Berlin to London has already 
been noted. The entire German press, this 
time without the least exception, from the So- 
cialist Vorwaerts to the highly Conservative 
Kreuts-seitung, sided with the Boers against the 
brutal invasion on the part of the English. 
Various organizations sent telegrams tc the 
Emperor and Prince Holhenlohe sympathizing 
with the Boers, and at the same time a large 
sum of money was contributed toward the sup- 
port of the wounded Boers. Meanwhile, Jame- 
son is prisoner, Rhodes has been overthrown at 
the Cape, the English Colonial Office has been 
exposed, and the British Government is serious- 
ly compromised ata juncture when it had its 
hands, fully taxed with the Armenian affair and 
the Venezuela trouble. At the same time, the 
crazy talk of the English papers, which acted as 
though John Bull could literally eat up the 
Germans whenever he chose to do so, has 
already had the effect of producing tumul- 
tuous scenes in London, where Germans 
and Hollanders have been openly insulted 
and the windows of German business houses 
have been demolished. The Wational-seitung 
says: Cecil Rhodes and his followers, as well 
as the English press, have endeavoured to make 
it appear as though the English alone were en- 
titled to concern themselves about the affairs of 
the Repablic, inasmuch as the preponderating 
interests of the English, over against those of 
all other Uitlanders, are of such a magnitude 
that the latter do not come into consideration, 
and that those of Germany, in particular, are 
not worth mentioning. These falschoods com- 
pletely fit into the programme which has, for a 
long time, been carefully worked out and circu- 
lated abroad in order to throw a false light on 
the situation. The sham could mislead no one 
in Germany. The German interests are far 
greater than one might infer from the number 
of German residents in the Republic. How- 
ever, the number of Germans living there is by 
no means small, although they do not come up to 
the numbers of Englishmen. If we bear in mind 
that it is only within the last decade that Johan- 
nesburg has risen to its present importance, and 
that this city has become the gathering place of 
ten thousand unmarried English adventurers, 
from the neighbouring Cape-Colony, it is cer- 
tainly worth mentioning that there are three 
thousand German settlers in the Transvaal 
Republic who are not “ birds of passage ” that 
will hastily leave the country, and but a very 
few are ordinary labourers in the mines. 
The overwhelming majority are skilled work- 
men, who marry, establish homes, and 
settle down to stay. In the industrial enter- 
prises the Germans take the lead. Edward 
Lippert of Hamburg has established immense 
factories; a forest laid out by him has been a 
great improvement to the country. He has 
lived in the Transvaal since 1886. In company 
with him, Siemens & Halske have erected the 
largest electric plant in the world of more than 
4,000 horse-power. Representatives of German 
financial interests occupy prominent positions. 
The Delagoa Railway was built with German 
and Dutch capital. The large mettalurgic 
institute was built chiefly with German money. 
Lhe indispensible gold and silver refinery was 
also built by German capitalists, whose head- 
quarters are at Frankfort-on-the-Main ; German 
ware-houses possess the finest buildings iu 
Johannesburg. The warehouses of Rolefs and 
Nebel, and Koenigsberg, of Hamburg, practically 
control the business of the place. When the 

























traitorous. 
of this foreign agitation? They are the agents 
uf Mr. Rhodes, paid lawyers and professional 
agitators. Their promises are without weight 


recent trouble broke out the latter firm appealed 
for protection againstthe English, to the Fo- 
reign Office in Berlin, and in so doing referred 
to the fact that their house alone had import- 
ed five million mark’s worth of goods during 
the past year. More than fifty million of 
German capital is invested in mines. With their 
Dutch neighbours the German sustain very 
cordial relations, as has been demonstrated 
on various public occasions and now again in 
the present trouble. The Xélnische Zettung 
treats the subject of granting the Uitlanders 
civil rights in the following manner:— 
To whom did the Boers refuse political rights ? 
A fluctuating population of Englishmen, 
Americans, Germans, Russians, Capeland- 
ers, and Hollanders, who came to seek gold 
and fortunes, whose community of interests 
continues just as long as this seeking lasts. 
As soon as they have satisfied their desire for 
gold and fortune it is their ostensible purpose 
to return ‘‘ home,” that is to go back to Europe. 
When a few years ago a law was made that 
every foreigner that wished (o acquire political 
tights should first be registered and naturalized 
in Transvaal and give the oath of allegiance to 
the Republic, only a few hundred of the big 
noisy crowd applied for registration. The Eng- 
lish had the audacity to demand equal rights 
with the Boers and at the same time remains 
“loyal subjects of our Queen.” Where are, 
to-day, many of these fortune-seekers? Where 
are the Robinsons, Beit, Barnato, Newman, the 
meinbers of the Rhodes family ? Where? They 
reside in London, from where they stir the fire. 
Where are the thousands of miners that earned 
more in Transvaal within four years than else- 
where in a lifetime? Back to their Welsh homes 
have they returned, from whence they are send- 
ing new recruits to the Transvaal mines. Whefe 
do those American mining engineers, with 
their princely salaries remain? They say it 
openly, that as soon as their (ime expires they 
will return to America. To all those people 


Transvaal is to give equal political rights with 


the native Boers. For the sake of these fo- 
reigners the native language is to be crowded 
out of the schools, Government offices and 
courts, and English, which two-thirds of the 


Boers do not understand, is to be substituted. 
As to the political rights, it might be said that 
the foreigners are equally interested in good 
Government and in the wellfare of the country 
and that it would seem best to grant them poli- 
tical rights without further delay. 
be correct were it only to involve a moderate 


This would 


measure of rights. In the latter case an under- 


standing would have been reached, no doubt, 
long ago. But the demands of the foreigners 


involves the overthrow of the present constitu- 


tion and of President Kruger with the object in 
view of having the Transvaal annexed to Cape 
Colony. 


Any Government in Transvaal that 
would concede anything of the kind would be 
And who are the men at the head 


and cannot be trusted. The great body of the 


commercial community take little interest in the 


agitation, and the miners, who constitute the 


largest numbers of the Uitlanders, are indiffer- 
ent. As for the Germans, outside of the few 


that are financially associated with the English, 
they take a firm stand for the Transvaal Govern- 
ment. We are confident the German Go- 
vernment will know how to protect our interests 
in South Africa, wherefore our countrymen 
there need not fear. 


BXPANDED ARMAMENTS. 


THE question put by Mr. Otake Kwanichi and 
other M.P.s identified with the Opposition In 
connection with the expansion of the national 
armament, though disfigured by violent and 
abusive expressions, is not withoutsome interest. 
It is intended to elicit answers from the Go- 
vernment as to the projected measures neces- 
sitated by the expansion of the national defences 
and also various other contemplated State 
undertakings. The total outlays involved in 
the expansion programme during the coming 
decade, are 440 million yen, namely, 310 millions 


Google 


in the first period, and 130 millions in the 
second period. ‘[o these sums another large 
amount, 349 million yen, representing the prin- 
cipal and interest of War Loans, pensions and 
annuities, and various administrative expenses, 
to be defrayed during the same period, must be 
added. In other words, the grand total of the 
increased outlays of the Government, amounts 
to 719 million yen, The Government seems to 
contemplate meeting this additional expenditure 
by recourse to domestic loans and to increased 
taxes, intending to reserve the remaining in- 
stallments of the war indemnity as an Emer- 
gency Fund. The questioners can not believe in 
the sufficiency of these resources to meet the pur- 
posesin view. They contend that the rise in the 
market values of commodities inseparable from 
the expansion of national economics, must con- 
siderably affect the Armament Expansion Fund, 
and that, supposing the rise to be 30 per cent., 
a deficit of 120 million yen must appear in that 
Fund alone. And then, even supposing the new 
taxation measures are carried through in the 
form contemplated by the Government, the 
actual return will not much exceed one half of 
the original estimates, so another deficit of 150 
million yen will occur during the specified 
period. Lastly, the effect of the appreciation of 
prices will produce another deficit of 200 mil- 
lion yen or 80. Thus it will be seen, on adding 
there deficits together, the total reaches an 
enormous figure. The questioners calculate 
that the people will hereafter be obliged to 
pay 3.90 yen per head on account of the new 
taxation measures, while the deficits will cause 
the imposition of another 3.30 yes per head. 
The bearing of such a heavy burden brings 
no consolation to the people, for, as set out 
above, the Revenue is far from covering the 
Expenditures during the decade. The ques- 
tioners propose, in order to avert this grave 
contingency, the following programme :— 
1.—The expansion of the Army should be cut 
down to half of that contemplated by the Govern- 
ment, and the money thus saved should be 
appropriated for the 2nd period outlay of the 
Navy. 2.—The existing conscription service of 
3 years should be altered to 2 years. 3.—Eco- 
nomy of expenses should be carried out both 
in military and in general administrative 
affairs, the latter’s expenditure being retrenched 
by 10 per cent. 


A SHOOTING AFPFRAY. 

Davip Corpk Lt, a stoker on H.M.S. Edgar, is 
now an inmate of the British Naval Hospital, in 
consequence of wishing to act as mediator in 
a dispute between the proprietors of two grog- 
shops at 106, Honmura-road. The grog- 
shop keepers are goseph Lenneville (Café 
de l’'Orient) a Frenchman, and Victor Law- 
rence (Chester House) a British West Indian. 
Lenneville owed Lawrence money for rent, and 
a quarrel arose over the matter. Late on Tues- 
day evening, when the dispute was atits height, 
Cordell came in for a drink, and interposed 
as peacemaker. The matter seemed arranged, 
when Lenneville picked a quarrel with Cordell, 
and without warning drew outa revolver. He 
discharged several shots at Cordell, and wound- 
ed him in both feet, besides sending bullets 
through the man’s right and left legs. Cor- 
dell’s injuries will confine him to the sick-bay 
for some long time. The French Consulate 
is inquiring into the affair, the Japanese police 
having detained Lenneville at his own house. 








TEA CBREMONIAL AND WESTERN ETIQUETTE. 
THE vernacular papers give some interesting 
observations by Surgeon-General Baron Ishi- 
guro on the identity of the principles underlying 
the Japanese tea ceremonial and western 
etiquette. Etiquette, says the Surgeon-General, 
is not conventional, but is based on physiological 
principles. Consequently, whether in the West 
or in ths East, it is governed by similar Jaws. 
Japanese etiquette is seen in greatest perfection 
in the tea ceremonial, which, though condemned 
by men of this generation as being too rigid 
and monotonous, presents many points of 
resemblance to western etiquette, showing 
how decorum of life is naturally founded on the 
physiological needs of the human body. Thus 
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in the “« Cha-no-yu,” when the host issues invila- 
tions, one who accepts the invitation is expected 
so send an answer to that effect, and to inquire 
at the same time who are the other guests. 
When he finds himself honoured with the seat 
of jyo-Riaku (principal guest), then he is to 
repair to the place of meeting a little before the 
appointed time; but when he is simply a guest 
of lower degree he must be there before the 
“guest” of the day arrives. This is very much 
like foreign dinner etiquette. The Surgeon- 
General regrets to see this good custom entirely 
disregarded now-a-days, 80 that it is very rare 
to find guests invited to a feast arriving io time. 
When dinner begins, shirw is served before 
boiled rice; while cake comes after lea, and 
then tea again, corresponding to the serving of 
soup first and coffee after cake, in western 
style. Etiquette conforming with natural laws 
and necessities, the Surgeon-General regrets 
to see it disregarded by most people of the 
present day. 


eee ea mice 
OKINAWA KEN. 

Tus Government issued six Imperial Ordi- 
nances on Saturday relating to the re-organi- 
gation of Okinawa Ken. According to these 
Ordinances, the area coming within the 
jurisdiction of the Xenret ure to be subdivided 
into 2 urban and 5 rural Districts. Nawa and 
Shuri are to be the urban Districts. The Head- 
men of the urban Districts are not to be specially 
nominated : the posts will be filled by the Head- 
men of Shimajiri District and Nakazu District, 
in which the two towns of Nawa and Shui are 
situated. Again, the pasts of Headman of Miyako 
District and Yayeyama District are to be filled by 
the Headmen of thesetwogroupsofislands. With 
respect to the right of citizenship, the System of 
Urban Districts does not materially differ from 
the Urban and Rural Government System now 
enforced in the interior. In consequence of 
the present amendment, the fixed number of 
hanntn officials throughout the local offices has 
been increased by thirty, so that the total official 
list now amounts to 7,000. The Headmen of 
Shimajiri and Nakazu Districts are to receive a 
salary of 800 yen perannum, those of Yaye- 
yama and Miyako 700 yen, and the others 600 
yen, The date of the enforcement of the 
amended regulations is not specified, but it is 
believed that they will come into operation from 
the beginning of the coming fiscal year. 





DISSASE OF MULBERRY TREES. 


SILK, says a representation introduced in the 
Diet by Mr. Kogure Batayu and three others, is 
the most important staple of Japanese export 
and the out-put of the silk-crop is vitally related 
to the economy of the Empire. It follows, as a 
matter of course, that the relative health of mul- 
berry trees and the abundance of their leaf sup- 
ply are of supreme importance to the prosperity 
of sericulturists. Lately a certain disease, caus- 
ing a crumpling of the leaves of the mul- 
berry, due to some noxious insect, has made its 
appearance and has spread to such an extent 
that now few mulberry plantations are free from 
it. Yet the precise nature of the disease is still 
not clearly known, and a method of combatting 
and exterminating the evil has not yet been 
discovered, to the great uneasiness of sericul- 
tucists. The House expects that the Govern- 
ment will promptly take suitable steps in the 
matter and endeavour to find a remedy. 





IMPORTANT TO SHIPMASTERS. 

Captatn Mantmann, Harbour Master, writes 
to the Kobe papers as follows :—‘‘ Captain R. 
F. Andresen has reported at the Harbour 
Master’s Office that, while piloting the steamer 
Verona on the sth instant, and when passing 
Isaki, at the eastern entrance to Shimonoseki 
Strait, he noticed a schooner floating bottom 
up; seemingly with her anchors down. The 
schooner’s position is S. 73° E., distant 14 miles 
from the Isaki lighthouse, and it is a danger to 
ca bound to or leaving the Shimonoseki 

traits.” 





SCIENTIFIC RESULTS OF BALLOON ASCENTS. 
Tue scientific results of forty-seven balloon 
ascents made in Germany between June, 1888, 
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and February, 1895, are now being studied. 
In some of these voyages the greatest heights 
yet reached were recorded. Among the facts 
discovered are: that the air-temperature above 
4,000 metres (about 24 miles) is considerably 
lower than had been assumed ; that, contrary to 
previous belief, the decrease is fairly uniform 


with increasing height, and the isotherm of 
freezing point is found between 3,600 and 
3,800 metres ; that the variation of temperatare 


with the seasons is very small above 6,000 
temperature 
during winter, and at night, up toa height of 


metres; that the inversion of 
1,000 metres, appears to be a regular pheno- 


menon; and that the aqueous vapour is unex- 


pectedly small in regions even moderately high. 


FIRE IN KOBR SETTLEMENT. 
On Thursday afternoon about two o'clock an 
alarm of fire was raised in Kobe Settlement. 


The outbreak was upon the premises of Messrs. 
The Municipal Fire 


Greppi & Co., No. 22. 
Brigade, under the superintendence of Mr. Sim, 


was smartly turned out, and some of the Japan- 
ese brigades followed quickly to the scene. 
The fire, it appeared, bad broken out in one of 
the rooms of the upper storey and was quickly 


communicated to the roof. The hydrant from 
which the engines were fed was situated some 
considerable distance from the burning pre- 
mises, and this fact adds to the credit of the 
brigades that they were able to confine the 
flames to very narrow limits. 





THE “' ESMERALDA.” 


From a telegram that has been received by 
the Esmeralda’s agents in Yokohama, Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co., it appears that Capt. 
Harrison’s taut little schooner met with exceed- 


ingly bad weather on her voyage up from 


Guam, but had got within ninety miles of Tokyo 
This was on 
She evidently ran before 
the storm for Hongkong under jury-masts, and 
Capt. Harrison is to be congratulated at the suc- 
cessful termination of the adventurous voyage. 


Bay when she was dismasted. 
the 6th of January. 


_— 


A KOBE BIGYCLE HANDICAP. 


Tue Kobe Cycling Association are arranging for 
a handicap race from Osaka to Nara on Good 
Friday, open only to members of the Associa- 
tion. The first prize will be a ‘‘ Sayonara ” cup, 
valued at $50, presented by Mr. W. F. Mitchell 
(of Messrs. Samuel Samuel & Co., Yokohama), 
who is shortly leaving for Europe; the second 
prize is a cup valued at $30, presented by Mr. 
R. Hughes; and the Association will give a 


gold medal as a third prize. 





THE CLUB CONCORDIA, KOBB. 


Tu Chronicle understands that the Club Con- 
cordia, Kobe has obtained a lease of the pre- 
mises at No. 81, now occupied by the Charter- 
ed Bank, and the Club will take up its quarters 
there pending the erection of a new club-house. 
The Bank is expected to remove to their new 


premises some time next month. 





THE ROYAL ACADEMY. 


Ir was announced in the Sfandard on Feb. 


rath, that Sir John Millais, that thoroughly 
English of all the Royal Academicians, would 
succeed to the Presidentship of the Royal 


Academy, rendered vacant through the death of 
Mr. Soloman J. Soloman has 
just been elected an Associate, in company 


Lord Leighton. 


with Mr. Edwin A. Abbey, an Americau artist 
long resident in England. 


LOST AT SRA. 
Tue sealing schooner Vera (Capt. W. Shields), 
atrived in harbour from Victoria, B.C., on 
Tuesday. When nine days out from Yoko- 
hamaa sailor was washed off the main boom,and 
although every attempt was made to rescue 
him, he was lost. 





MARRIAGE. 

Mr. C. H. Licutroort, the well known Kobe 
athlete, was united in the bonds of matrimony 
to Miss G. F. Nankivell atthe Union Church, 
Kobe, on Saturday. 


JAPANESE CONSULATE AT TOWNSVILLE. 
Mr. T. NaxaGawa, a Japanese Consul, telo- 


graphs that he has arrived at Townsville, Queens- 
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land, Australia, to which port he is accredited, 
and has opened a provisional Consulate at the 
Queen's Hotel there. = 


THE ‘' KOHBL KAN.” 
Tux tops of the masts of the Japanese cruiser 
Kohet Kan, which foundered a few months 
ago near the Pescadores, are stated to be above 
water. The position of the wreck is given as 
32° 40’ N. and 22° 20’ E. An attempt will be 
made to raise her. 


ne 
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THE OPIUM QUESTION IN 
FORMOSA. 


——_—___—_—_——_—__—_- 

Baron Surgeon-General Ishiguro has con- 
tributed an article on the above subject to the 
Kokumin Shimbun. He dwells at first on the 
grave evils attending opium smoking and on 
the imperative necessity of putting an end to 
the vicious practice in Formosa. Arguing that 
if it be really impossible to achieve that great 
object, Japan is in the position of one having 
received a present of poisoned cakes, and had 
better renounce her title to Formosa at once, 80 
that her own people may be preserved from the 
contamination of the pernicious habit, he de- 
clares himself an ardent advocate of the strict 
prohibition of opium smoking in Formosa, and 
would not hesitate to enforce the prohibition even 
though extermination, or a complete exodus, 
of the natives were involved. If, however, as 
a matter of policy, it is thought impossible to 
enforce so drastic a measure, strict control 
must be exercised over the sale of the drug 
by instituting a monopoly, To achieve 
that end effectually, the Authorities must be 
prepared to defray a Jarge sum of money and 
to confront great difficulties. They must 
establish an official opium manufactory, must 
appoint competent physicians to examine per- 
sons applying for licenses to purchase, in order 
to determine whether they are habitual smokers, 
and they must institute strict control over 
opium sellers and opium-smoking establish- 
ments. It will be necessary to organize a 
special force of police for the purpose, so that 
the regulations pertaining to opium smoking 
may be rigidly enforced. Especially essential 
will it be that the police should be strictly on 
their guard against the smuggling of the drug 
from the opposite coast of China. In licens- 
ing the use of opium under such special con- 
ditions, the Authorities will naturally encounter 
immense difficulties and complications; but, 
supposing the programme to be practicable, it 
should not be difficult to manage matters in 
such a way as to lessen the number of licensed 
smokers year by year until they disappear alto- 
gether after the lapse of about three decades. 
Some may argue that even if a restrictive system 
of the nature here described be practical, its 
enforcement will involve such a°large outlay as 
to render it practically prohibitive from the 
point of view of public finance. Baron Ishi- 
guro can not share that opinion. At present 
the import of opium yields a sum of about 3 
million yes to the Customs of Formosa, and it 
it is believed that when the sale is monopolized 
by the Government, the total revenue accruing 
to the State will not be less than 3 million yen. 
That sum is sufficient to meet the expenses that 
the enforcement of the proposed regulations 
will involve. The revenue from the drug must 
be liberally applied for the control of its use. 
Should it be appropriated for other purposes, 
Japan will be acting like a man who sells a 
poisonous substance to others at a high price 
and pockets the profits. One other point re- 
mains to be discussed; namely, whether the 
selling price of the drug and the charge for a 
license should be fixed at a comparatively high 
rate or ata low one. The Surgeon-General is 
inclined to recommend the latter plan, his 
contention being that should a high selling 
price he fixed, great inducement will be offered 
to smugglers, while the exaction of a heavy 
license fee would induce the Chinese to evade 
the law by every possible means. Therefore 
the price should be made rather lower than tbat 
ruling on the opposite coast of China, and the 
charge for a license should be low, the process 
of obtaining it being also simple. i 
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LHE DIET. 


-——————_— —- -—--- 


Contrary to general expectation the Govern. 
ment’s new taxation’ measures are evidently 


about to pass through the Diet without en- 
countering any determined opposition. 


demned, the former as likely to retard com- 


mercial development, the latter asa measure 


not only detrimental to many private interests, 
buat also by no means certain of producing 
the revenue estimated by the Government. 
Indeed, the Special Committee of the Lower 
House, entrasted with the duty of examining and 
reporting on the Bill, advised the House to re- 
ject it, their chief objections being that, whereas 
a large initial outlay (some 8 million yen) would 
be required, the Government’s estimate of a 
production of 27 million yen worth of tobacco 
annually would probably prove 10 or 12 
millions in excess of the reality, so soon 
as the increased impost entailed by the 
monopoly system began to be felt. There 
was also an apprehension that since, under the 
existing treaties, foreign tobacco could not be 
taxed more than § per cent. it might come into 
destructive competition with the heavily taxed 
domestic product. However, since the mono- 
poly system will not be actually in force until 
April 1898, that is to say, 15 months before the 
Revised Treaties go into operation, there need 
not be any great fear on the latter head; and 
as for the apprehension that the production 
of Japanese tobacco will diminish some 40 
per cent. by the working of the monopoly, 
the fact that the production of saké did 
not suffer owing to a largely increased im- 
post seems to have weighed materially with 
the supporters of the Bill. Contrary to its 
custom, the House disregarded the unfavour- 
able report of the Special Committee and pass- 
ed the Bill. The new Registration Law and 
the Revised Trades Tax Law have also 
been passed, the Special Committees recom- 
mending them, and it may therefore be taken 
for granted that the Government's financial pro- 
gramme will be endorsed by the Diet without 
any considerable change. 

It is interesting to observe the attitude of the 
Upper House towards the project of law in- 
troduced by the Government in lieu of the Peace 
Preservation'and Premonition Regulations. Ses- 
sion after session the Lower House has passed 
‘a Bill for rescinding these most unpopular mea- 
sures, and session after session the Upper House 
has rejected the Bill. Bat it would seem that the 
Peers, though not prepared to abolish.the Ro- 
gulations, are equally reluctant to take upon 
themselves the responsibility of endorsing them 
in the more stable form of a law. They there- 
fore threw out the Government’s Bill, Viscount 
‘Yani and his supporters protesting that, though 
no hope existed of getting the obnoxious Re- 
gulations rescinded at present, they were more 
vulnerable as Regulations than they would be 
asalaw. Indeed, had the Upper House passed 
the new law, it would have been pledged to reject 
any proposals sent up from the Representatives 
for abolishing the Regulations, and it is as well 
that the two Houses should not assume an 
Attitude of such radical antagonism. 

The House of Representatives has passed 
two Bills, neither of which would be likely to 
obtained the Government’s sanction, even 
though they were endorsed by the Upper 
House, which is most improbable. . The fist 
embodies two important amendments of the 
Public Meeting and Political Association Law 
——a law enacted three years ago with the ap- 
proval of the House. 
stables, dressed in uniform, are empowered to 
attend public meetings, and to suspend them 
should the proceedings assume a character cal. 
culated to endanger public peace or good, order. 
It is plain that the exercise of such discretionary 
authority by comparatively uneducated officials 
must often prove terribly irksome to politicians, 
and the desire to deprive the police of this power 
is very natural. The Representatives have voted 
in that sense, and have further voted to rescind a 
provision in the Law of Political Associations, 
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It was 
supposed that the new Trades Tax and the 
Tobacco Monopoly Bill would be specially con- 





At present, police con-' 


forbidding the cdoperation of two or more such 
associations. No feature of Japanese legislation 
has been more misundeistood by foreign critics 
than this veto, so contrary to the ideas and prac- 
tice of politicians in Great Britain, for example. 
But it must be remembered that in England a 
political party exists in name only: it has no 
officially recognised existence. In Japan, on 
the contrary, a party can not have a uame 
until it is duty registered and licensed. The 
Japanese law, then, forbids any temporary com- 
bination of political parties independently 
licensed. In order to combine, they must 
abandon their separate organizations and their 
distinguishing appellations. The object of this 
interdict is to prevent destructive politics. If 
politicians can not agree sufficiently to stand 
permanently on one platform for purposes of 
constructive statesmenship, they should not be 
suffered to join forces momentarily for the 
mere purpose of pulling down a Cabinet. That 
is the idea of Japanese statesmen. It supplies 
a test of political Integrity, and that test, as we 
know, recently proved very severe in the 
case of the numerous coteries constituting the 
Opposition. They united in the Diet to vote 
against the Government, but ontside the Diet 
they could not, for a long time, trust each 
other sufficiently to sacrifice their independ- 
ence on the altar of a common cause. Their 
difficulty is illustrated by the language of 
their manifesto just issued. It outlines a 
platform of two principal planks. One is 
the realization of the system of Party Cabi- 
nets; the other, the inauguration of a self- 
assertive foreign policy. Since the whole 
nation is already tending towards the former 
consummation, and long ago cast its vote in 
favour of the latter, the platform of the Opposi- 
tion offers a place to everybody. Evidently the 
little sections of heterogeneous politicians could 
scarcely agree among themselves sufficiently 
to disagree with any one else. Yet, since 
they have now abandoned their independent 
organizations and coalesced into one party, the 
raison détre of the law has disappeared, and 
the Representatives are naturally glad to be in 
a position to rescind it. 

-The second remarkable measure passed by 
the Lower House is a large extension of the 
franchise. It reduces the age qualification for 
electors from 25 to 20 years, and that for per- 
sons eligible for election from 30 to 25 years, 
and it lowers the property qualification of elec- 
tors from 15 to 5 yen per annum of direct taxes. 
This is a sweeping change. There is little 
chance of its becoming law, though some com- 
promise may possibly be elaborated at a Con. 
ference of Managers from the two Houses. - 

Two Representations for changing the gauge 
on Japanese railways from 3 ft. 6 in. to 4 ft. 84 
in., have been introduced, and are now in the 
hands of a Special Committee of the Lower 
House, They will certainly be adopted. The 
sooner Japan abandous the narrow gauge, the 
better. She has built about one-tenth of the 
mileage to which her railways will ultimately 
extend, and it is absurd to suppose that because 
a vicious system has been followed in the con- 
struction of such a small fraction, it must be 
adhered to in building the whole. The only 
argument we have ever heard advanced against 
changing to the medium gauge is that the nar- 
row is quile good enough for Japan, though not 
good enough for any Western country. There 
can not be much Seriousness about such a 
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* SOSHI” AGAIN. 


; ———_@—___ 
The Soshs have not all emi rated to-Korea, 
gone on the stage, or vapeuted. One of then 
attacked Mr. Yezaki, a member of the House 
of Representatives, as he was setting out from 
his residence en route for the Diet, at 9 a.m. on 
the oth instant. An interchange of blows with 
sticks took place, and then the soskhgran. Mr. 
Yezaki received a slight injury on the back of 
his head, but it did not prevent him from at- 
tending the House. He is one of two members 
that recently seceded from the Liberal Party 
and joined the National Unionists. That is 
supposed to have been the cause of his mishap. 
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THE SECOND HIGHER SCHOOL. 
——_+—___—_. 


The Secand Higher School, in Sendai, which, 
under the management of its principal, Mr. Yoshi- 
mura, enjoys a high reputation, has just been 
the scene of an untortunate incident, some de- 
tails of which are copied by Tokyo newspapers 
from the Sendai local journals. The eleventh 
of February being the anniversary of the Em- 
peror’s succession and of the Promulgation of 
the Constitution, was celebrated throughout the 
country as anational holiday. During the f@te 
Organized at the Sendal School in honour of the 
occasion, the usual salute of the Emperor's 
picture was among the incidents of the day. 
It is not clear from the published accounts how 
many of the foreign teachers were present. All 
might have absented themselves and employed 
the holiday elsewhere had they been so minded. 
One teacher, Mr. C. Carrothers, attended the 
ceremony, and failed to bow to the pictnres of 
the Emperor and Empress, No notice of the 
omission was taken at the time, but the matter 
seems to have rankled in the minds of the 
students, and, subsequently, a class that Mr. 
Carrothers was engaged in teaching, made 
some reference to the subject. Exactly what 
Mr. Carrothers replied, the students alone know, 
but the gist of his answer was that religious 
scruples forbade him lo incline his head to the 
pictures. Thereat the students took offence, 
and refused to attend Mr. Carrothers’ classes. 
The affair gradually assumed larger proportions, 
until at last the whole School was involved, and 
Mr. Carrothers had to leave. Itisa regrettable 
business, the more so that Mr. Carrother’s 
doubtless believes in the propriety of his 
scruples, and even those that differ from him 
must be sorry to see a man suffer for adhering 
to opinions that he associates with his creed. A 
great dealt of discussion has already centered 
upon this question of bowing to the Emperor's 
picture. For our own part, we can conceive 
nothing more unreasonably bigotted than the 
idea that to pay to a portrait some part of the 
respect one would readily pay to the original, 
isan act of idolatory. The Japanese themselves 
do not connect the proceeding with any notion 
of religion. It is simply an expression. of 
loyalty and respect. The Old Testament’s in- 
junctions against bowing down to graven images 
and so forth were certainly never intended to 
apply to the conventionalities of simple courtesy, 
and it seems to us that Christianity, so far from 
winning reverence for such exhibitions of 
formal prejudice, runs a risk of being brought 
into contempt. Jesus himself bids us “ honour 
the King,” and in Japan one way of honouring 
the Sovereign is to make an obeisance to his 
picture on State occasions when he is not pre- 
sent himself. In England we have a precisely 
cognate habit: whenever ‘God Save tho 
Queen” is played, we stand up and uncover 
ourheads. A man that failed to remove his hat 
while the national anthem was being played, 
would fare ill atthe hands of a British crowd, 
and a foreign teacher that remained sitting 
in an English school under similar circum- 
stances would not be likely to retain his post 
long. If it were required of any foreign 
teacher in Japan to take part in a religious 
ceremony involving worship of the Emperor’s 
portrait all would agree in endorsing the 
teacher’s objection. But there is not the least 
element of religion in this habit of bowing to 
the Emperor's picture, any more than there is 
taking off one’s hat, or standing up, when ‘‘ God 
save the Queen” is played. In few countries 
is fuller liberty of conscience enjoyed than in 
Japan. When a foreigner is engaged to dis- 
charge the duties of teacher at a school, no ques- 
tion of any sort is asked about his creed. He 
may be a Mohammedan, a Protestant, a Jew, a 
Buddhist, anything he pleases. He is not re- 
quired to do anything inconsistent with strict 
obedience to whatever faith he follows. Mr. 
Carrothers need not have attended the cere- 
mony at the Sendai School on the t1rth ultimo. 
He might have amused himself elsewhere, as 
other teachers did. But he chose to be present, 
and having so chosen, he ought to have observ- 
ed the rules of etiquette prescribed for the 
occasion. 
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FORMOSANS THAT ACCOMPANIED 


COUNT KABAYAMA TO FAPAN. 
—_—___-—+—_—_&_—__——_- 

In the suite of the Governor-General of 
Formosa, 10 residents of that new dominion 
of Japan, natives of Tataochang, have arrived 
in Tokyo. They are Li Chun-shang, his 3 
grandsons, 3 other boys of his kinsmen, one 
servant, and two other youths. Li, aged 60, 
is one of the wealthiest citizens of the above 
named town, or rather of Taipeh. He came 
from his native place, Amoy, more than 40 
years ago. At first avery poor man, his di- 
ligence and thrift soon produced the results 
always attending such qualities, and his 
wealth is now reputed to be between 300,000 
to 500,000 taels. He was one of the natives 
of Taipeh that took the lead in submitting 
to the new rulers, and moreover, he at- 
tracted special notice by his meritorious deeds 
on the occasion of the fresh outbreak of in- 
surrection this year. In recognition of these 
service, he has been rewarded with a decoration 
of the Rising Sun (6th class). He brings 6 
boys with the view of having them educated in 
Japan. Li deals in camphor and sugur, and 
employs more than 30 men and women servants. 
The other two youths, both 24 years old, are 
students of the pioneer school that the Govern- 
ment established at Chilan, where 6 Japanese 
teachers were murdered by the rebels. They 
are said to be very proficient in caligraphy and 
also in the art of versification. 

The following is an account of an interview 
thata representative of the Michi Miché had with 
Li, who is now staying at the Imperial Hotel. 

As to the cause of the late outbreak of insur- 
rection in the island, Li said that the two months 
of November and December (lunar calender) 
being the season when the people of Formosa 
have least work to do, are always considered 
opportune for raising disturbances. There are 
in Taipeh, Kelung, and Tataochang local 
centres of the Hakkas, while in Takuhien, 
Sankiohyung, Taotszyuen, and other hamlets, 
branches of those people are found. When the 
Guards were engaged in the task of subjugat- 
ing the disturbances in the island, the law- 
less Hakkas, after having vainly attempted 
to offer resistance to the Imperial troops, 
were obliged to hide in various out of 
the way places. Subsequently they secretly 
came back to their old haunts and plot- 
ted revenge against the invaders, declaring 
that the opportunity to undertake a patriotic 
movement against the Japanese had arrived, 
and that any body joining them should be 
paid so much per day. They commenced by 
subjecting law-abidding natives to blackmail, 
and they distributed the rice and money thus 
obtained among those that first rallied to their 
flag. Many idle folks and loafers were thus 
attracted, and ultimately a force sufficient to 
take the field was organized. Some are of 
opinion that, judging from the simultaneous 
ontbreak of insurrections at different places, 
there must have been a common chief who 
directed the movement. Li does not share that 
Opinion. He says that as there were actually 
a number of leaders, each heading a body 
of from 50 to 100 men, they doubtless com- 
municated with each other so as to make a 
simultaneous movement. Questioned by the 
interviewer as to why the Peace Preservation 
Bureau and law-abiding people could not ob- 
tain information beforehand, Li replied that the 
Bureau was precluded from obtaining intelli- 
gence because its officers could not easily hold 
communication with the islanders, while peace- 
ful folks were deterred from furnishing informa- 
tion through fear of the vengeance of the rioters. 

With regard to the alleged instigation of 
some powerful persons living on the oppo- 
site coast, Li shook his hand and said that 
he could not believe it. The Emperor and 
officers of State are extremely solicitous for 
their own safety and welfare, but do not care 
much for preserving the life of common people, 
and the sole idea of wealthy Chinese is to 
keep their own belongings secure. It is 
therefore extremely doubtful whether the rich 
islanders that fled to Amoy or Fuchow were 


so forgetful of their ruling principle as to em- 
bark in any attempt to recover Formosa by 
furnishing funds out of their hard-earned ac- 
cumulations. Any such action would be entirely 
at variance with the accustomed ways. More- 
over, the supposition that influential personages 
instigated the insurrection, is not congruous 
with the actual facts; for, had such been the 
case, the rebels would have better armed and 
their movements more regularly conducted. 
The rebel leaders probably made use of 
the names of great men for the purpose 
of recommending their project, but it is not 
probable that they had any authority for doing 
so. Some of the insurgents were doubtless 
patriots, others were bent upon revenge, but the 
majority were vagrants who joined chiefly for 
the sake of the depredations they hoped to com- 
mit upon wealthy folks. There was not much 
probability of a renewal of such trouble. Last 
year, although drastic steps were taken by the 
new rulers of the island to get rid of the Hakkas 
living along the river Takohien, that object 
could not be satisfactorily attained, for the 
majority of the Hakkas fled before the arrival 
of the troops, and the houses burned and natives 
killed did not affect the rebels. A similar 
undertaking carried out this year had been more 
successful, and asa strict search was made into 
the secret haunts of the rebels, many of whom 
were put to death, the island will probably re- 
main free henceforth from insurrections and 
riots, What Li cannot but regard with regret 
is the fact that the Japanese civil and military 
functionaries being unable to hold free converse 
with the islanders, are liable to confuse law- 
abiding folks and rebels. This source of serious 
trouble would be practically removed were 
peaceful people endued with more or less exe- 
cutive authority. 








DEPARTURE OF H.I.H. PRINCE 
FUSHIMI. 
SET Sra 

H.I.H. Prince Fushimi set out on his tour to 
Russia on Sunday, leaving Shimbashi by a 
special train at 9.40a.m. From about 8 o'clock 
a large number of officials, political partisans, 
residents, and school-boys began to assemble 
around and in the neighbourhood of the Station 
to see him off, and when, at a quarter past 9 
o’clock, His Highness arrived, a scene of great 
enthusiasm followed. The Prince wore the 
uniform of a Major-General. Having bidden 
farewell to the members of the Imperial family, 
Ministers of State, and other high civil and mili- 
tary Officers in the waiting-room, he took his 
seat in the train and left the station amid loud 
shouts of ‘‘ Banzai.” The Emperor dispatched 
Viscount Nishi-Yotsutsuji, a Chamberlain, to 
Shimbashi to bid farewell to Prince Fushimi, 
and a message was also sent him by the Em. 
press. Among those present at Shimbashi 
were T.I.H. Princes Komatsu (senior and 
junior), Kanin, and Yamashina, Count Hijikata, 
Marshal Marquis. Oyama, Admiral Marquis 
Saigo, Viscount Enomoto, Viscount Watanabe, 
Mr. Yoshikawa, Mr. Shirane, Count Kuroda, 
Marshal Count Nozu, Lieut.-General Viscount 
Yamaji, Vice-Admiral Viscount Ito, Baron Ito, 
Baron Suyematsu, members of the Diplomatic 
Corps, the Imperial Diet, and the Privy Coun- 
cil, and high officials of various Departments. 
The Imperial Party reached Yokohama at 20 
minutes past 10 o'clock, and was welcomed at 
the Station by Mr. Nakano, Governor of Kana- 
gawa, and a few hundreds other local officials 
and citizens, When the Prince’s train drew into 
the station fireworks were discharged from 
Uchidacho. In company with H.LH. Prince 
Arisugawa, the Imperial Ambassador drove 
to the Hatoba, from whence they walked to 
the pier,—at the entrance to which an arch 
of honour composed of ever-greens and bear- 
ing an inscription had been erected,—and 
embarked on board the French mail steamer 
Ernest Simons. All the roads were throng- 
ed with people from the station to the Pier, 
but the best of good humour prevailed, while 
enthusiasm ran high. As the Ernest Simons 
passed through the shipping, the Russian flag- 
ship Pamiat Asoova fired a salute. 





Google ; 


THE WAR LOAN. 
—_—_-_—_—__-@—__—-—_——- 

The floating of the War Loan, writes the 
Shogyo, will not end with the present issue, for 
there still remains a sum of 5,960,000 yert to be 
paid out as rewards to combatants and non- 
combatants for meritorious services during the 
War, and that sum will-have to be covered by 
a corresponding issue of Bonds, Consequently 
the total War Loan will ultimately reach 125 


million yen, thus :— 
Yen. 


Ist and 2nd issues of the Loan.,....... . 80,000,000 
Issue of War Bonds for rewards al- 

CEAGY PIVEN cicccesescveceeee ssudenei eeeee 4,040,000 
New Issue now notified.........00. tesese 35,000,000 
Issue of Bonds for rewards not yet 

ZIVEN ceeceeee isiawaseastaabasventeyecncaunes 5,960,000 


In accordance with Law No. 25 (1894) and 
Law No. 8 (1895), the Government is entitled 
to float 200 million yes by way of War Loan, 
but there being no occasion to raise more 
than the sum above given, the remaining 75 
million yen will not be issued. The latest issue 
of 35 millions is for the purpose of settling the 
Special War Account, and it is therefore im- 
portant to be informed at this juncture of the 
main features of that Account. 

{The Shogyo then publishes figures showing the various 
amounts already available for meeting the War Expenditures. 
These figures having already appeared io our colomns, need not 
be repeated now.} 

Still there remains a sum of 44,870,000 yen 
to be liquidated In one way or another, and a 
further sum of 5,960,000 yen needed for re- 
warding military and civil officers. It is true 
that some money is available from the surplas 
of the 27th fiscal year, but that amount being 
comparatively small, there can be no question 
that unless recourse be had to floating a further 
instalment of the War Loan, it will be impos- 
sible to settle the accounts. Hence the final 
issue of 35 million yes War bonds, by which the 
great sum expended on account of the foreign 
War is to be settled. As to the question how 
far the market will be affected by the floating 
of the new Loan, the Shogyo is of opinion that 
no perceptible influence will be felt, seeing that _ 
the amount to be actually floated is only to 
millions, and the payment is spread over 8 in- 
statIments. Even if the market be tightened 
to any perceptible extent, that will be only tem- 
porary, while the benefit accruing from the 
better adjustment of the national finances, in 
consequence of the cessation of any issue of 
convertible notes over and above the ordinary 
limit, will not be small. But it will not be 
easy to realize a result so satisfactory as 
that attending the first and second issues of 
the Loan. The demand for money is not, in- 
deed, particularly brisk at present, nor is the 
supply scarce. But the fact.is that (he pro- 
spect of such an investment is not particularly 
attractive. The old War Bonds barely main- 
tain their face value, not infrequently falling 
below that level, Capitalists will therefore 
hesitate more or less to subscribe. Even 
though they have money lying idle, their incli- 
nation will rather be to purchase the Bonds 
when they fall below par. Some are of opinion, 
therefore, that the subscriptions will not exceed 
more than one half the sum required. The 
Government, however, has a powerful ally be- 
hind it, namely, the Nippon Ginko, which will 
exercise its inflaence to have the whole duly 
subscribed, and will even undertake itself to 
subscribe any deficit in the general contributions. 
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DEPARTURE OF THE RUSSIAN 


REPRESENTATIVE. 
—_—___@—______- 

His Excellency M. Hitrovo, Russian Re- 
presentative, left Tokyo on Sunday morning by 
the special train carrying His Imperial High- 
ness Prince Fushimi and suite. M. Hitrovo 
will not be absent for many months, and his 
return to Japan will be welcomed by all nation- 
alities. He has proved himself as able in the 
field of diplomacy as he popular in society. 
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“AGITATED FAPAN*.” 


_—_———o>—_—_——- 


Naosuke, Baron Ii Kamon no Kami, might 
have been born expressly to illustrate the noble 


saying, 
They are slaves that will not be 
In the right with two or three. 


From the outset to the close of his official 


career, he found himself constantly in opposition 
to a majority so large that only a man of the 
most unflinching courage and high convictions 
could have ventured to defy it. Very shortly 
after his unexpected succession to the title and 
estates of the Hikone fief, he was called upon, 
in common with all the other feudal chieftains 
in the empire, to express ar opinion about fo- 
reign intercourse. Personally sharing the pre- 
judices of his era against aliens and their ways, 
Naosuke might have been expected to give an 
answer unequivocally hostile to the opening of 
the country. He summoned a conference of 
his retainers, and found that the whole body, 
with the solitary exception of Nakagawa Roknro 
were thorough-paced supporters of a policy of 
i seclusion. Nakagawa’s name has not often 
been mentioned by writers of Japan’s modern 
history. Yet from him emanated the intellectual 
impulse, the strength of prescience, that swayed 
his chief to measures without which Japan 
might have wasted on internecine or foreign war 
the forces that have raised her from insigni- 

i ficance to the verge of greatness. Naosuke made 
answer to the Shogun that the tendency of the 
time forbade isolation; that Japan must face 

« her destiny, and that, while admitting foreign 
intercourse, she must supply herself with a navy 
powerful enough to guarantee her against the 
menaces of Western Powers. His last piece of 
advice evinces remarkable foresight on the part 
of a politician whose country had for two cen- 
turies submitted quietly to a prohibition against 
the building of any vessel capable of sailing 
the high seas. ; 
That question to which Naosuke gave such 

a unique reply was in truth an earnest of the 
Shogunate’s downfull. Never previously had 
the Tokugawa Regents sought connsel beyond 
the precincts of their own Court. Nominally, 
certain administrative sanctions had to be ob- 
tained from the Emperor in Kyoto. Practically, 
the granting of those sanctions signified mere 
compliance with courteous conventionalities. 
Iyeyasu never thought of consulting Kyoto 
when he concluded commercial conventions 
with the Dutch and the Portuguese, or when he 
threw open the whole of Japan to British trade. 
But Iyesada, two and a half centuries later, 
hampered, on the one hand, by traditions that 
had no existence in his ancestor's days, and 
harrassed, on the other, by American demands 
conveyed through the medium of war-vessels, 
found himself and his senators equally feeble 
to solve the problem of foreign intercourse. He 
referred it to the Imperial Council in Kyoto and 
to the Barons, thus virtually abdicating the ex- 
eculive autocracy that owed much of its public 
recognition to unflinching exercise. Inthe mul- 
titude of Councillors there is wisdom. But 
thereisalso confusion. Asher constitutional era 
approaches maturity, Japan is rapidly learning 
the pain of political friction. Atthe dawn of that 
era, forty-two years ago, she garnered her first 
experience of government by the peaple when, 
owing to the suicide of absolutism, the seitle- 
ment of a great national qnestian passed from 
the sole contro! of the Shogun and his Senate 
into an arena of clashing opinions and divided 
views. Referrred to a tribunal of chieftains 
and courtiers, all equally victims of a prejudice 
that they could indulge without immediate re- 
sponsibility, the opening of the country was uni- 
versallyvetoed. YettheShogunand his Senators 
saw themselves confronted by a force more im- 
perative than the dictates of tradition. Thiee 
years Jater, the insistent foreigner once more 
clamouring at the gate of Japan, they sent the 
chief Senator to Kyoto, bearer of a represent- 
.ation setting forth the hopelessness of exclusion. 
But the Conservatives, strengthened by the 
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and bravery are splendid allies. 
stances of Japan’s most crucial time had not 
created such a man to deal with them, her his- 


suke fell under the assassin’s sword. 
almost inevitable that he should fare so in such 
an era. 
country irrevocably beyond the parting of the 
ways. 


the friendship that Japan feels for them.  Suill 


Shimada defends him 





appeal was made to the Imperial Court. 


sada being childless. 


Shogun. 


of the Kishu House. The Conservatives, how- 


ever, headed by the celebrated Rekko, exerted all 


their influence in favour of Prince Hitotsubashi 


of Mito, and the Shogun dared not openly op- 


pose them. It was at this juncture that Nao- 


suke, summoned by Iyesada, assumed the prime 
direction of affairs in Yedo. He did not hesitatea 


moment. Convinced that the country must be 
opened, he signed the American Treaty without 
attempling to observe the injunction already 
received from the Imperial Court; and, a loyal 
believer in the Shogun’g absolute right to choose 
his own heir, he announced the selection of the 
young prince of Kishiu. It isa singular story. 
Few statesmen have ever so thoroughly display- 
ed the courage of their convictions. When 
Naosuke became Zafro, it seemed impossible 
that he could successfully face the tremendous 
odds against him. But unflinching resolution 
If the circum- 


tory would be written to-day in blood and her 
place would be low among the nations. Nao- 
It was 


But before his death he bad carried his 


We write fresh from the perusal of an excellent 


translation and epitome of Mr. Shimada Saburo’ 
Kathoku Shimatsu. 
Sato, now a Secretary of the Cabinet, and his 
work has been revised by Mr. W.S. Griffis. 


The transla'or is Mr. H. 


With prefaces and an introductory chapter, the 


whole forms a little volume of thrilling interest 
to every sincere student of Japan’s story in the 
days of her emergence from the old to the new. 
Mr. Sato calls his book ‘Agitated Japan.” 
With a preface by Colonel Cockerill and an in- 
troduction by Mr. Grillis, the pro-American 
bias of both author and translator naturally be- 
comes prominent. 


But we do not quarrel with 
that. The people of the United States deserve all 


we may be permitted to draw amused attention 


to Mr. Shimada’s ‘‘ whitewashing” of Mr. Town. 
send Harris’ 
Japanese that a big British fleet was coming 
over from China to pound them into liberalism, 
and that their only chance was to make a treaty 
with America who would then stand between 
them and the impending peril. Poor England! 
It was a little hard that she should be convert- 
ed into a factor so ugly, and Mr. Townsend 


methods. Mr. Harris told the 


Harris has naturally been denied the crown of 
diplomatic morality in that particular transac- 
tion. Undoubtedly he wsed vicarious and 
not altogether truthful compulsion. But Mr. 
thus :—‘‘ A diplomat 
who should carry out the instructions of his 


Government, could not be blamed for avail- 


ing himself of any occurrence that might 
help him to forward the cause of his mis- 
sion. When, moreover, it is clear that what- 
saever the United States Representative said 
was based on a friendly feeling, there is little 
room for criticism of Mr. Harris's attitude to- 
ward the then Government of Dai Nippon.” 
We adinire the good-will that dictates such an 
excuse. But in very truth the phalanx of 
Western Powers that imposed their will on Japan 
for s0 many years, were cemented by a friendly 
feeling: they knew that against such a combi- 


ation she dare not struggle, and must conse- 


quently adopt the right paths without suicidal 


resistance. Will Mr. Shimada allow his principle 


to be thus extended? 


gle 


Shogun’s virtual abdication of executive auto- 
cracy, persuaded the Emperor to order renewed 
reference to the feudal chiefs before any final 
To 
obey that instruction meant at least a year's 
delay, and the Shogun had only a month to 
prepare for the final advent of the foreign ships. 
Seldom has a ruler been placed in such a pre- 
dicament. Another problem, also of the greatest 
delicacy and difficulty, called for quick solution 
—the choice of an heir to the Shogunate, Iye- 
Theoretically the power 
to make a selection rested absolutely with the 
He desired to nominate a boy prince 










CUSTOM'S REPORT FOR THE YEAR 
1895. 
—_—_—_——_—__g—______- 

According to investigations conducted by the 
Department of Finance, writes the Aeisas 
Zasshi, the custom's returns for Jast year us 
compared with those for the three preceding 
years, are as follow :— 


Differance 

pelwees Ess 

rte and Im 

Exports, Yen. Imports, Yen. TT neta, 

3BOS ore.csseensseee ee 7',326,079,50 t+ 29,776,674.25 
1893 ...coe-sscceses 89,712,864.59 88,a570072.71 ft 1,485,693.88 
3804 oeceecee cree 333,246,c86 rq 127,4581,955.46 — 4:35,869.9 
BBQS reseccrcscceces 336,213,377.92 129,200,578.88 ft 6,351,699. 


Even making due allowance for the apprecia- 
tion of gold, the development that Japan’s fo- 
reign commerce has steadily shown must be 
considered striking. The chief reason why the 
balance was in favour of imports in the single 
year, 1894, must be attributed to the Japan- 
China War. Distributed among the respective 
continents, the figures for Exports and Imports 
are as follow :— 

Exports, Yen. Imports, Yen. Total, Yen. 











ABI8.........000008 37.156,464.450 §2,308,669.330 89,365,133 770 
Europe .sessseee 1200-140 66,949,80%.190 104,854,872 $90 
America......... $6,092,299.770  9,293,4 65,315.748.850 
Others 3,032-931.5@3  1,604,861.710 3,641,793.230 
Totals ........ 133,516,985.880 329,860,578.280 263,777,564.160 


Compaiing the various countries with refer- 
ence to exports, they stand in the fallawing 
order :—the United States of America, France, 
Hongkong, China, and England; while with 
respect to imports the order is England, China, 


Germany, India, and the United States of 
America. 


Subjoined is a table showing the 
exports and imports by Japanese merchants 
direct for the last four years :— 


Direct Exports. Direct Imports. Total, 
Yen. ven. Yen. 
TBQZ....ceseoees 23,395 ,8I0.47 vcvees Pere p~d voeeee 26,457,$42.82 
6,60 
1893.0... 00.01.23 654,984.52 oe. + sansa aoe 33,008,963-29 
396. 
te 20,490,979-38 «00.08 Rae 4 06 + 00 $4:5962480.46 
8,829,338.48 
180 cesseeseeses 36,328,816.49 ...... Pout Bg cesses 67-587,888.74 
Note.—The figures marked thus (t) represent imports by the 


Government. 


Divided by continents, the figures in this sec- 
tion for last year are as follow :— 














Direct Fxports. Direct Imports. Total. 

Yen. Yen. Yen, 
AGIA... ccccseeee reciept aeeres 26429 ,459-980 crores 28,77 41599-590 
Europe ... 393 991980.6Q0 woes 315353,330.280 ...... 34,463,310.$70 

America...... 20,302, 403.260 ...... 2,007,780.120 ...... 12,909,183 
Others ...... 672,293-530 ...... 5,038,50%.970 ...... 3,7%°,795-S00 
Total 26,328,816. 420 ...... 4°,829,07 10320 ....05 67,1§7,888.740 


Again the amounts of specie exported and im- 
ported during the year 1895, and 1894, and the 
amounts divided according to countries, are as 
follow :— 


Imports, Yen. 
22,883,756.94 


Exports, Yen. 
1892... 9,729,753-07 


Difference, Yea. 


13,154,003.87 











1893...12,282,188.15 11,186,486.71  1,102,701.44 
1894...345379,111.24 26,783,652.75  7,5951458.49 
1895...27,301,698-64 5,874,264.43 21,427,534.21 
Exports, Yeu. Imports, Yen. 
British India ......... 18,341,614.960 1,316.343.480 
Hongkong ........0665 3.135,596.900 — 304,499.950 
England ......cseeeees 2,791,777 830 1,593.721.g00 
Kr et: ccccccccccascecess 1,360,800.000 1,615,247 880 
CUA siasciasrseeedines 1 ,241,153.330 73,685.090 
"TONQUIN Wccceeeseeneee 300,000 000 400,000.000 
Germary .rscsccseees 127,389.890 — 
Hawaii cecccccsccceses 2,660.000 _— 
tla: 2:5. cecekenaers 36 660 _ 
United States of 
America.....ccccee 344970  483.779.930 
Austtalia v.cseccccees — 89,886.200 
Total v...cece 27,301,698.640 5,874,164.430 








SAFE Y OF CAPT. HARRISON. 
> 


The many friends of Captain John Turner 
Harrison, of the schooner Esmeralda, now more 
than two months overdue from Guam, of the 
Carolines Group, will be pleased to hear that 
en Monday his wife received a telegram from 
Hongkong saying :— All well, Jack.” The 
news has brought great relief to Mrs, Harrison, 
for the anxiety of the last ten weeks has been 
almost more than she could bear. 














It is stated that the Authorities will dissolve 
the Tokyo City Assembly, which passed a vote 
of want of confidence in Governor Miura, and 
atthe same time remove Mr. Miura from Tokyo. 
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MARITIME NEWS. 
_-—---—_>__-—_— 

The vernacular papers publish a comparative 
table of passenger's fares as charged by the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha and foreign steamship 
companies for the voyage between Japan and 
London :— 


From Yokohama. 
To Hongkong 


Nippon Yusen Kaisha. Yen. 
Miacseannsedns 1st class ,..100 


2nd class... 75 
3rd class... 17 
Ist class ,..115 
2nd class... 80 
grd class... 35 
‘tind taventanesens Ist class ...150 
2nd class,..110 
31d class... 50 
To Port Satd sicsessccvcssesses Ist class ,..315 
; aud class...22§ 
3id class... go 
Ist class ...350 
and class,, 250 
3rd class...100 
P. & O. Steamship Company. 


To Singapore ....ccsseuseees 


‘To Colombo 


To London or Antwerp ... 


From London. 
To Port Said 
To Bombay ..... enewucuasdeaine eesmpis 
To Colomb0,,.....ccccccsesesseeseesee $57 105. 
To Singapore virsscccscecssesceceeees 
To Hongkony or Yokohama ...£73 143. 


A pound sterling being equivalent at present to 
353 yen in Japanese currency, the fare of the 
eninsula and Oriental Steamship Company 

from London to Yokohawa amounts to about 

700 yen, against 350 yen charged by the Yusen 

Kaisha. A return ticket by the Japanese steamers 

will cost only 475 yer, 80 that the double voyage 

may be made for less than three-fourths of the 
single fare by the English Company’ssteamers. 

That is certainly a very striking comparison. 


Many steamers hitherto employed for Go- 
vernment service having been released, and 
their repairs completed, freighis have gone down 
considerably. The subjoined table gives some 
idea of the fall :— 

Between Niigata, Sakata, and Tokyo (per 100 
hkoku of tice) at the beginning of January 
last, 50 yen; at pesent. 30 yer ; fall, 20 yen. 

Between Fushiki and Tokyo (per 100 koks of rice) 
at the beginning of January last, 55 yer; at 
present, 32 yen ; fall, 23 yen. 2 

Between Hyogo and Tokyo (per 100 koku of rice) 
at the beginning of January last, 25 yer; at 
present, 15 yen; fall, 10 yen. 


The fall is thus a little over 40 per cent. Com- 
pared with the corresponding period of last 
year, the decline of freights is more than 100 
per cent. 


The Authorities have caused the Osaka Sho- 
sen Kwatsha to prosecute inquiries with re- 
ference to a steamship service between Japan 
and the island of Formosa. The result of the 
inquiries is embodied in the subjoined table :— 


Three services between Kobe and Kelung.—Three 
steamers of 3,500 tons displacement wanted ; 
cost of each 300,000 yen. 

Between Kobe and Kelung via Moji, Nagasaki, 
&c.—Three steamers of 1,200 tons displacement ; 
cost of each 156,000 yen 

Between Kelung and Taku.—Two steamers of 
1,200 tons displacement ; cost of each 130,000 
yen. 

Between Tamsui and Hongkong.—Two steamers 
of 1,200 tons displacement; cost of each 192,000 
yen. 


Thus, for the construction of the steamers requir- 
ed, asum of 2,112,000 yen is needed, and if two 
steamers are to be added: by way of reserve, the 
figure will swell to about 24 million yen. Atpre- 
sent the number of passengers and the quantity 
of goods to be carried to Formosa are consider- 
able. But the trouble is the absence of freight 
forthe return voyage. A steamer of, say, 2,000 
tons displacement, that undertakes a voyage to 
the island at present incurs the risk of losing 
about 1,000 yer per trip. The result is that 
though the service was started by some ship- 
owners, they gave it up after one or two trials, 
The Osaka Steamship Company is therefore of 
Opinion that the Government must be prepared 
to grant a suitable amount of subsidy if they 
wish to have a regular service established be- 
tween Formosa and Japan. 


We may note in this context that the subsidy 
which the Zosa Maru will receive from the 


Government on the European route, in accord- 
ance with the Navigation Encouragement Bill 
shortly to become law, will be about g0,000 yen 
per voyage. The sum will suffice to cover the 
expense of the coal consumed. The Manager 
and Assistant Manager of the Company's London 
Branch Office are Messrs. Ogawa Zenichi and 
Negishi Renjiro, respectively. The former is 
already in Europe. Five clerks are also to pro- 
ceed to the Branch Office. 


— ee re re 


THE YOKOHAMA SPECIE BANK. 
—_—_———_}-_—_ —_- - 

The Yokohama Specie Bank held its semi- 
annual general meeting on the roth inst. A 
hundred and fifty shareholders attended, and the 
chair was taken by Mr. Sonoda Kokichi, Pre- 
sident of the Bank. ‘The business report for 
the latter half ot the preceding year, and also 
the profit and loss account, were read by a clerk, 
and the dividend was fixed at 15 per cent. as 
proposed by the President. 














Prorit AND Loss ACCOUNT. Yen. 
Profit for the halfeyear ....ccccccecsseees 508,389.525 
Brought forward from the previous 
ACCOM chccicassdiesesdecarecvvrsemsriawes 36,369.073 
TOG ci cansareevugewdesaccheses i 634.758.598 
Reserves for outstanding loans... 50,000.000 
Reserve (general) ...ccccccseccoeseees see 110,000.000 
Rewards and Allowances to Officers. 32,900.000 
Dividend sivcciscsvectactecssvesviassecsesses 337,500.000 
Reserve for new Building Fund ...... | 50,000.000 
Carried forward to next Account,..... 54,358-598 
TOUS sisastjecuk ieriesnse soa sueceaste 634,758.598 


The election of Directors and Auditors was 
then carried out. The old Directors, whose 
term had expired, were re-elected, and Mr. 
Takahashi Korekiyo was added to the number, 
the auditors chosen being Messrs. Watanabe 
Fukusaburo and Tajima Shinobu. 

The speech delivered by Mr. Sonoda dwelt 
briefly on the salient features of the home and 
foreign markets during last year. His remarks 
on the former did not materially differ in 
drift from the speech of the President of the 
Nippon Ginko on the occasion of its last re- 
gular general meeting. With respect to foreign 
markets, Mr. Sonoda alluded to the prevalence 
of speculation in Europe in the gold mines of 
Africa, to the reaction that followed, and to the 
panic that the Venezuelan complication between 
England and the United States of America had 
caused in the market of the latter country. 
Turning to the commerce of Japan, he said that 
it showed steady progress, both in imports and 
exports, and that as exchange was compara- 
tively free from sharp fluctuations, the Bank was 
able to carry on its busines without encountering 
any serious .difficulties, so that the result of its 
operations had been practically the same as 
that of preceding years. He then proceeded 
to discuss the future of the Bank. Now that 
the foreign commerce of Japan was steadily 
making great progress, it was obvious that the 
scope of the Bank’s transactions must be ex- 
panded. In truth, the growth of the nation’s 
commerce made itself very appreciably apparent 
in the business of the Bank, so that, in recent 
years, the insufficiency of available funds had 
been markedly experienced. To mitigate that 
drawback, the Bank had endeavoured as far as 
possible to reduce the funds devoted to do- 
mestic transactions and to augment those ap- 
plicable to foreign business. Some time ago, 
it had been decided to call up some of the capi- 
tal due on the new shares. But that step did 
not suffice to meet the situation or to provide 
for the desired expansion of the Bank’s business. 
Hence the President was induced to submit a 
proposal for increasing the capital of the Bank. 
He trusted that the proposal would secure the 
approbation of the shareholders, who must be 
well aware of the expanding tendency of Japan’s 
foreign commerce and the changes consequent. 
ly necessitated in the transactions of the Bank, 
One thing to which he must specially call the 
attention of shareholders was that the Bank 
had been entrusted by the Nippon Ginko with 
the management of the Government Funds in 
London, which duty had been placed under 
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the control of the Nippon Ginko. The Bank 
should be proud of that great honour, and must 
strive to discharge the trust with credit. In 
conclusion, the President referred to the deco- 
ration and grant of money with which he had 
been rewarded by the Government in recogni- 
tion of the service rendered by the Bank to the 
State in connection with the War. 

The regular meeting, being ended, an ex- 
(raordinary meeting was at once held to discuss 
the question of increasing the Bank’s capital. 
The proposal made by the President was to 
double the capital, making it 12 millions instead 
of six. The draft scheme was this :—Though the 
remaining portion of the capital of the Bank is to 
be called in by October of the current year, yetin 
view of the fact that the funds thus accruing will 
be still insufficient to satisfactorily meet the re- 
quirements of the Bank’s business, it is deemed 
necessary to augment the capital of the Bank 
with the object of expanding its transactions of 
foreign trade and promoting its credit. In par- 
pursuance of that object, the capital should be 
doubled, that is, should be increased to 12 
million yeu, by issuing 60,000 new shares of 
100 yen each. These shares should be dis- 
tributed among the holders of old shares, as 
recorded in the books of the Bank on Septem- 
ber rst of the current year, the rate of distribu- 
tion to be one new share for each old one, and 
the price being the face value. Shareholders 
should therefore send in applications accom- 
panied by one yen security per share, on a date 
to be specified by the Bank. Of the new capi- . 
tal, one quarter, that is, 25 yen per share, must 
be paid up between January 4-10, 1897; an- 
other quarter, between October 1-5, 1897; and 
the period for paying the remaining portion 
will be determined as necessity arises, and by 
a resolution of the shareholders. This draft 
was unanimously approved. 





MANUFACTURED NEWS. 
it ati 

The methods resorted to by manufacturers 
of news in Yokohama are occasionally worth 
noting. On Saturday morning we published 
a paragraph to the effect that, according to tele- 
graphic intelligence received in Tokyo, the 
British Government’s shipbuilding programme 
for the year is five line-of-battle ships, thirteen 
cruisers, and twenty-eight torpedo-destroyers. 
We added that some persons were disposed to 
doubt the correctness of Reuter’s recent tele- 
gram as to 14 million pounds sterling being the 
appropriation asked for by the Admiralty, their 
idea being that the amount was probably larger. 
The Fapan Gaselte, without a word of acknow- 
ledgement, takes this paragraph, and reproduces 
it thus :—‘‘ Information has been received by 
the Japanese Government that England will 
build five new battle-ships, thirteen cruisers, and 
twenty-eight torpedo-destroyers. The Japanese 
are reported as discrediting Reuter’s announce- 
ment of an appropriation of fourteen millions, 
believing it to be much larger.” In addition to 
copying an important item of telegraphic news 
from these columns without the slightest ac- 
knowledgement, the Japan Gasette embellishes 
it with two falsehoods ; first, that the information 
in question was received by the Japanese Go- 
vernment, and secondly, that the Japanese are 
reported as discrediting Reuter’s telegram about 
the 14 millions. The facts ace that the tele- 
gram relating to the ships was a private wire, 
received by a foreigner and kindly communicat- 
ed to us; and that the doubts about the amount 
of the apprcpriation were entertained by En- 
glishmen and never emanated from, or were 
discussed by, the Japanese. That is a quaint 
species of journalism—purloining news from 
another paper and concocting a lie about its 
source in order to avoid the irksome necessity 
of acknowledging a contemporary’s prior in- 
formation. The thing is entirely trivial, so far 
as we are concerned, but we note it as a good 
illustration of the trustworthiness of the Fapan 
Gasette. 


ID 
a et tain came eee 
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FUDICIAL CONSERVATISM. 
————_e 
HIEF JUSTICE Sir N. J. HANNEN 


has been called upon to record one 
more judgment with respect to that old 
question, can a Japanese or Chinese sub- 
ject, when bringing suit against a British 
subject in Japan or China, be required to 
file a written consent to the jurisdiction of 
the Court as a preliminary essential to the 
hearing of his case? Not only when the 
Order in Council prescribing that pro- 
cedure appeared in 1886, but also on 
several subsequent occasions, we pointed 
out that to oblige a Japanese suitor to give 
a documentary pledge of willingness to 
submit to the jurisdiction of a British 
tribunal was, in the first place, futile, after 
he has already given a much stronger 
pledge of willingness by bringing his suit 
before that tribunal ; and in the second 
place, improper, since he is entitled by 
treaty to have his suit heard by the tri- 
bunal under any circumstances. Not 
unnaturally, however, the Courts arranged 
their procedure in conformity with the 
Order in Council, their argument being 
that, whatever might be the nature of the 
power acquired by HER MAJESTY under 
the Treaties, British Courts in Japan 
derive their jurisdictional authority from 
the Orders in Council only, and must 
necessarily comply with the terms of the 
latter. Of course the whole importance 
of the question depends on the signifi- 
cance of such written consent. If, by 
filing his consent, the suitor is under- 
stood to give a promise that he will 
submit to the ruling of the Court in 
any cross action that may be brought 
against him, then the Court, by exacting 
such a promise, distinctly exceeds the 
limits of jurisdiction conferred on it by 
treaty, for the treaty confines the Court’s 
competence to cases in which a Japanese 
or Chinese subject is plaintiff, and rules 
that all cases in which he is defendant— 
as he would be in a cross suit of the kind 
alluded to above—must be heard by 
Japanese or Chinese tribunals. If, on the 
other hand, written consent has no re- 
ference to cross suits, then it becomes a 
needless superfluity. This obvious view 
did not fail to be appreciated by the 
Courts. They concluded that the written 
consent indicated by the Order in Council 
signified a consent extending to cross ac- 
tions, and thus the theoretical principle 
was established that, in order to enjoy a 
treaty right to which he was uncondi- 
tionally entitled—the right of bringing 
suit in a British Court against a British 
subject—a Japanese or Chinese must ac- 
cept the arbitrarily imposed condition of 
surrendering another treaty right—that 
of never appearing as defendant in any 
tribunal other than a Japanese or Chinese. 
This point was finally tested in the 
Chishima-Ravenna case. Appeal from 
the Shanghai Supreme Court having been 
made to the Privy Council, the Lord 
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Chancellor said, in the course of his judg- 
ment :— 

I can understand a man submitting to the jurisdiction 
against him and jurisdiction being exercised, who can 
refuse to have his case heard in that Court or can agree to 
have it heard in that Court. That is submitting to the 
jurisdiction; but a man who invokes the only jurisdiction 
which he can have as his remedy, can hardly be said to 
submit tothe jurisdiction. * ° * It seems to me to be 
rather grotesque ° * to say that where a foreigner 
desires to institute a suit against a British subject the 
Supreme Court may entertain the suit, provided that the 
foreigner first files in the Court his consent to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Court. Now to require a man who is bound 
to go into that Court, and who has a eight to go into that 
Court, to file first a consent to the jurisdiction of the Court, 
seems to me to he about as grotesque a proceeding as you 
canimagine. It is perfectly intelligible in the other case, 
where a foreigner is being sued, of course. 


The compilers of the Order in Council 
doubtless apprehended all this just as 
clearly as the Lord Chancellor did, and as 
any ordinarily intelligent person must. 
Their purpose evidently was to introduce 
a system under which the jurisdiction of 
a British Court in China or Japan should 
extend to every issue connected with 
a case coming before it. We_ our- 
selves are unequivocally persuaded that 
the ends of justice would be _ best 
served by such a system, and that cross 
actions should not be excluded from the 
purview of the court having jurisdiction 
in the main suit. But unfortunately the 
treaties must be observed, and, after the 
ruling of HER MAJESTY’S Privy Council 
in the Chishima-Ravenna Appeal, there 
can no longer be any doubt that the 
treaties are violated when a Japanese or 
Chinese suitor in a British Court is re- 
quired to give a written consent to the 
jurisdiction, if such consent be interpreted 
as extending to cross actions. Recently 
the Viceroy CHANG, of Nanking, brought 
suit against Messrs. Louis SpITZEL & 
Co., in the Supreme Court at Shanghai, 
but failed to accompany the petition with 
a written consent to the Court’s jurisdic- 
tion. The defendants thereupon applied 
to have the petition struck off the file of 
the Court, on the ground that without 
such written consent the Court could not 
exercise jurisdiction, and the Chief Justice 
granted the application, at the same time 
ordering the plaintiff to pay the defen- 
dants’ costs in connection with the peti- 
tion. Sir N. J. HANNEN’S reasoning had 
at any rate the merit of conservatism. 
Referring to the Privy Council’s judgment 
in the Cétshima-Ravenna suit, he said: 
“ The ratio decidendt undoubtedly of that 
case was that the Court assumed a juris- 
diction which by the Treaty it could not 
have, whether the Order in Council gave 
it that jurisdiction or not.” In other 
words, the Chief Justice admitted that it 
would be a violation of the Treaty did the 
Court attempt to extend its jurisdiction 
to a cross action in which the Chinese 
suitor would occupy the position of de- 
fendant. He then went on to say :— 


In the present case it is said, and everybody admits, 
that when the plaintiff comes into this Court he does by 
that submit himself to the jurisdictien of the Court. Now 
what is it our Rule says? Our Rule says that a consent 
in writing shall be filed. Itdoes nut seem to me that can 
possibly be against the I'reaty, and it is in accordance 
with the Order in Council as it has been interpreted. 
Whether that intervretation was sight or wrong, I do not 
consider I have a right now to enter into. It is fora 
higher Court to decide that, if it is to be decided. There 
does not appear to me to be anything very unreasonable 
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in asking a plaintiff to put in writing what in effect he 
does, and therefore [ think we must maintain the Rule 
which has prevailed in this (Court. 
Thus Chief Justice HANNEN felt himself 
bound to maintain a procedure which the 
Lord Chief Justice of England had de- 
nounced as “abont as grotesque as you 
can imagine.” It was a harmless sort of 
thing, any how, the Chief Justice pleaded. 
Truly there was “ nothing very unreason- 
able” in asking a plaintiff to consent in 
writing after he had already consented 
irrevocably in practice: asking him to 
consent to seek redress in a certain way, 
when he had already sought it in that 
way, and when no other way was open 
to him. The unfortunate Chinese plain- 
tiff, however, may perhaps find it a 
little unreasonable that his petition should 
be struck off the file of the Court where 
by the Treaty he is entitled to place it, 
and that he should be fined $50 for not 
observing a perfectly useless formality 
which the highest legal authority in Eng- 
land has pronounced to be about as gro- 
tesque as anything imaginable. We can 
not but think that Chief Justice Sir N. J. 
HANNEN is over-tightly bound by red tape, 
and over-awed by the sacro-sanctity of 
the Orders in Council. After all, his duty 
towards meaningless and worthless forms, 
by whatever authority prescribed, should 
not over-ride his duty to preserve the 
Supreme Court’s procedure against be- 
coming an object of ridicule. 
THE OPIUM QUESTION IN 
FORMOSA. 
ee eae: 
HE attitude taken by the Japanese 
Government towards the opium ques- 
tion in Formosa seems to be greatly mis- 
understood in some quarters. In the 
leading Shanghai journal, for example, we 
find a statement that the Japanese have 
entirely abandoned their original inten- 
tion of interdicting the use of the drug, 
and have resorted to the ignoble alter- 
native of establishing an official monopoly 
of its sale. Our contemporary calls this 
a volte face, and describes it as “‘ the some- 
what precipitate descent of Japan from 
the high moral pedestal upon which the 
anti-opiumites had placed her.” Indeed, 
so egregiously erroneous is the concep- 
tion entertained by the V.-C. Daily News 
that it speaks of even Japanese labourers 
in Formosa being henceforth free to use 
opium, and regrets that there will conse- 
quently be no opportunity of determining 
whether, without opium, the new owners 
of the island could have resisted its mala- 
rial exhalations, against which the Chi- 
nese have hitherto declared opium to be 
the sole antidote. But the Japanese 
Authorities have not by any means aban- 
doned their intention of interdicting the 
opium habit. Upon that point they are 
just as resolute as ever, we understand. 
A great difficulty, however, confronts 
them in the fact that prohibitive measures 
have to be enforced against a population 
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including people who, in many cases, be- 
ing habitual opium-smokers, can not be 
suddenly deprived of the drug without 
serious injury to their health, or even 
danger to their lives. This imperative 
obstacle to any heroic legislation has been 
strongly set forth by the Japanese sanitary 
authorities, and of necessity the Govern- 
ment has resolved to adapt its procedure 
to the circumstances of the situation. The 
programme, so far as we can gather, is to 
interdict the sale of opium to any person 
not provided with acertificate. The issue 
of these certificates will be limited to men 
who, after examination by competent 
medical experts, are pronounced habitual 
opium-smokers. There is no difficulty 
whatever, we believe, in detecting the 
symptoms that arise from habitual use of 
the drug. Further, the general sale of 
opium will be forbidden ; a few carefully 
selected tradesmen only being licensed to 
deal in the drug, under some system of 
official checks. As for the Japanese them- 
selves, the law prohibiting their use of 
opium in Japan proper will be operative 
to a precisely similar degree in the new 
dominion: that is to say, they will be for- 
bidden, under heavy penalties, to use 
opium in any form unless prescribed as 
medicine. If this programme can be car- 
ried out successfully, it is evident that the 
vice of opium-smoking will ultimately be 
eradicated in Formosa, for the only per- 
sons eligible to receive certificates being 
middle-aged, and old, men of the present 
generation, the number of certificate- 
holders must gradually diminish, and in 
30 of 40 years, at most, the opium- 
smoking section of the inhabitants will 
have died out. Evidently to carry out 
such a system thoroughly will demand 
great administrative skill and official dili- 
gence. Twenty difficulties can be detected 
on the threshold. But there is no alter- 
native. To promulgate radical prohibi- 
tions fram the outset, and enforce them 
by severe penalties, would be exceedingly 
cruel. That would be one way of going to 
work if the Japanese wanted to drive out 
the Chinese population altogether. We 
ourselves believe that their wisest plan 
would be to employ every legitimate 
means of driving the Chinese out, and 
certainly to extend to Formosa the 
anti-opium laws operative in Japan 
would be a legitimate means, though 
lacking the quality of mercy. How- 
ever, the Japanese Authorities seem 
to have made up their minds, from the 
first, to treat the Formosan Chinese with 
the utmost lenieucy and consideration. 
They are determined to eradicate the 
opium vice, if possible, but in doing so 
they propose to inflict a minimum of 
suffering, and not to excite needless anti- 
pathies. If that programme exhibits 
* moral indifferentism ’’ or can be called 
a ‘‘precipitate descent from the high 
moral pedestal upon which the anti- 
opiumities have placed Japan,” new 
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principles of criticism will have to be 
adopted. We make no reference here to 
the general question whether the use of 
opium gught to be penalized, or whether 
it should be placed in the same category 
with the use of alcohol. The Japanese, 
at all events, regard the drug as destruc- 
tive of moral virility and a foe to physical 
vigour. They are determined to treat it 
as they treat a pestilence, but in the case 
of Formosa they do not propose that their 
eradication of the evil shall be so precipi- 
tate as to augment the suffering that they 
aim at removing altagether. 


THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA. 


HERE appears to be much misappre- 

hension about the action taken by 
the two Houses of Congress in the Cuban 
affair. Local English journals in this 
Settlement and in Kobe write as though 
the Cuban insurrectionists had actually 
been recognised, or were on the point of 
being recognised, as belligerents by the 
United States Government. One journal 
(the fapan Gazette)talksofthe PRESIDENT’S 
veto, of the improbability of his imposing 
it, and of the contingency that the veto 
might be over-ruled by a two-thirds vote 
of Congress. But the truth is that there 
is noquestion whatever of the PRESIDENT’S 
veto, and that the situation as regards 
America’s attitude towards Cuba may re- 
main unchanged for any length of time, 
or for all time. The PRESIDENT’S power 
of veto is exercisable in the case of a law 
passed by both Houses of Congress. In 
the present instance no law has been en- 
acted. What the Houses have done is to 
pass a resolution—not even a joint re- 
solution, but an independent resolution, 
A resolution has no binding force except 
on the House that passes it. The PRE- 
SIDENT need not concern himself about it. 
It need not even be specially communi- 
cated to him. As to his vetoing it, that 
is out of the question. He is at liberty 
to take no notice whatever of it, and in 
the present instance we think it very pro- 
bable that such will be his course. It will 
be seen, therefore, that any official re- 
cognition of Cuba's belligerency by the 
United States may still be very far distant. 
And even though such recognition did 
take place, it does not follow that the 
momentous consequences foretold by the 
journalists in question would ensue. 
Doubtless much ill-feeling would be pro- 
duced between Spain and America, but ill- 
feeling need not involve fighting, and 
would be most unlikely to involve it. 
Certain writers appear to think that so 
soon as Cuba’s belligerent condition was 
recognised, American citizens might freely 
flock to the Cuban standard, or convey 
ammunition and arms to the island. It is 
strange that the commonest principles of 
international law should be so greatly 
misunderstood. At the present moment 
there is nothing to prevent American 


citizens from taking active part on the 
side of the insurgents, or assisting them 
with warlike material. They do so, 
however, at their own risk, and at the 
cost of being placed beyond the pale of 
American law and protection if detected 
and seized by the Spanish Authorities. 
Were Cuba recognised as a belligerent, 
the only difference to such adven- 
turers would be that their own country 
would issue a proclamation forbidding 
them to give aid to the Cubans, and it is 
difficult to see how that would facilitate 
lawlessness. Inconvenience might be en- 
tailed for Spain, since the harbours of the 
United States would no longer be open to 
her men-of-war for coaling purposes, or 
the docks for purposes of repair. But 
since the struggle is chiefly confined to 
land operations, that embargo could not 
greatly matter. We may further note that 
recognition of the Cuban rebels by the 
United States would not be such an un- 
usual or reprehensible proceeding as many 
people seem to think. The right of a 
colony to secede from the mother country 
is considered by not a few international 
jurists to need no demonstration except 
ability on the’ part of the colonists to 


assert it. 
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THE PRESS LA W. 
Senate ee 

“HE two Houses of the Diet have again 
come to a deadlock with reference to 

the Press Law, and on this occasion there 
seems to be very little hope of a compro- 
mise. Hitherto the House of Representa- 
tives has attempted, on its own motion, 
to revise the existing Law, and invariably 
the changes proposed by it have been 
treated by the Peers in a conciliatory 
spirit; that is to say, not rejected but 
modified. That, of course, led to a con- 
ference of the Houses, but it was never 
found possible to convince the Representa- 
tives that half a loaf is better than no 
bread. They always stood out for virtu- 
ally the whole ornone. Thus, no basis of 
agreement being discoverable, the Law 
has remained in force as before, and the 
cause of liberty of the press has not been 
practically advanced. This session the 
order of procedure underwent a variation. 
The Government introduced a new pro- 
ject of press law, striking a vid media 
between the provisions of the present 
regulation and the drastic amendments 
hitherto projected by the Lower House. 
The principal improvements proposed 
were: first that the right of becoming 
publisher, editor, or printer of a journal 
should be extended to women in the case 
of periodicals devoted to science, art, 
statistics, Government announcements or 
market reports, whereas, under the exist- 
ing Regulations, women are not allowed 
to publish, print, or edit journals of any 
kind whatever. Secondly, that whereas, 
under the existing Regulations, official 


documents of every kind must not be 
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published in journals unless by the special 
permission from the respective authorities, 
such restriction should be limited to docu- 
ments relating to diplomatic and military 
affairs. Thirdly, in punitive provisions, 
reductions in the amount of fines and 
periods of imprisonment were introduced 
in several cases. For example, the maxi- 
mum limit of fine for violation of Articles 
I, Il, 1, IV., etc, at present 100 yen, 
was reduced to 50 yen. The maximum 
length of imprisonment in case of non-ob- 
servance of the War or Naval Minister’s 
special injunctions against the publication 
of matters relating to movements of 
troops or warships or to strategic secrets, 
at presént 2 years, was reduced to 1 year. 
Fourthly, and most important of all, was 
an ameidment with reference to suspen- 
sion. Under the present system, the 
Minister of State is empowered to order 
the suspension of any newspaper or maga- 
zine for any length of time and without 
specifying the particular matter on ac- 
count of which the step is taken. Accord- 
ing to the proposed Law, suspension was 
not to exceed a week in the case of daily 
publications, or a period covering. three 
issues in the case of a magazine; and the 
offending matter must be’ specified. 

These modifications certainly repre- 
sented an important change in the direc- 
tion of increased liberty. It is above all 
things irksome and arbitrary that a jour- 
nal should be liable to suspension at any 
moment without the slightest intimation 
of the offence on account of which it is 
condemned. Generally, there can be no 
hesitation if detecting the objectionable 
matter. But such’ is not always the case, 
especially when the sin has been of an 
enumerative character, and when sentence 
is passed rather as a measure of preven- 
tion than by way of penalty—which latter 
exercise of authority is really the most 
useful application of the Executive’s 
power, though, at the same time, con- 
spicuously open to abuse. The Lower 
House, however, showed itself almost con- 
temptuously dissatisfied with the Govern- 
ment’s Bill, and procéeded to subject it 
to sweeping amendments, or rather to 
recast it on new lines. Speaking broadly, 
the salient difference between the new 
Bill, passed by the House, and the Go- 
vernment Bill was that suspension and 
security money were abolished in ‘oto. 
Particularizing, the chief changes made in 
the Government Bill were :—(1) That 5 
days’ previous notice need not be given to 
the Home Department by persons about to 
publish a newspaper: immediate notice 
should suffice. (2) That the names of 
the publisher aud of the place of pub- 
lication need not accompany the notice. 
(3) That in the event of the death of a 
publisher, another publisher need not be 
chosen and reported within a week, nor 
need any locum tenens be appointed in the 
interval. (4) That women might engage 
in newspaper etterprise of any kind. 
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(5) That the duties of editor and publisher 
might becombined. (6) That no security 
money should be required, and that all the 
provisions relating to it be expunged. 
(7) That newspapers, after being defend- 
ants in a case at law, need not on the 
demand of the Public Procurator or the 
plaintiff, publish the full text of the Court’s 
judgment. (8) That the Minister of State 
for Home Affairs should not possess the 
power of suspending or surpressing a 
paper, but should only be competent to 
prohibit and prevent its sale. (9) That 
under any circumstances whatever, the 
detendant in a suit for libel brought against 
a newspaper should be competent to 
speak in his own defence. (10) That the 
penalty for not reporting the intention of 
starting a paper be reduced from §0 to 
5 yen. 

When this new Bill went up to the Peers 
on the 27th of January, they handed it, as 
is usual, to a Special Committee, which, 
proceeding very deliberately with its work 
of examination, did not present its report 
until March roth. The recommendation 
of the Committee was that, out of the ten 
changes inserted by the Lower House, 
nine should be rejected and one only 
adopted. But the one to be adopted was 
the cardinal issue, namely, that relating 
to suspension and suppression. No power 
either to suspend or to suppress was to 
be vested in the Executive: the sale only 
of an offending journal might be forbidden 
and prevented. Against the Committee’s 
report a strong protest was entered by 
the Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
who denied stoutly that the Japanese press 
has yet proved itself qualified for such a 
full measure of liberty, and declared em- 
phatically that, even though both Houses 
passed the Bill thus amended, the Go- 
vernment’s sanction must be withheld. 
The House showed no inclination to 
adopt the Committee’s report. By a vote 
of 71 (really 73, for two irregularly 
cast ballots were ‘‘noes’’) to 49, it reject- 
ed the Committee’s proposal. Thus the 
Government’s original Bill was restored in 
its entirety, and all the changes introduced 
by the Lower House were expunged. 
There seems to be no room for a compro- 
mise ; which is to be regretted, for though 
we can not persuade ourselves to think 
that the press of Japan deserves all that it 
claims, we do believe that its progress 
warrants some legislative recognition. 


THE SUPPOSED SECRET TREATY 
BETWEEN RUSSIA AND CHINA. 
a ee 

N anonymous correspondent of the 

North-China Daily News—apparently 
a Chinese—sends to that journal a docu- 
meat purporting to be an exact copy of 
a secret treaty concluded, some months 
apo, between China and Russia ; the same 
treaty, intelligence of which having been 
sent originally from Nagasaki (!) to Hong- 
kong, was wired from the latter place to 
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The Times, not by the great journal’s 
correspondent in Hongkong, but by some 
person whose name remains unknown to 
the public. Here is our Shanghai con- 
temporary’s translation of the treaty :— 


The Great Chinese Emperor being exceed- 
ingly grateful at the friendly acts of the Russian 
Emperor in forcing the Japanese to retrocede 
Liaotung with its several tens of cities, and for 
being the first to lend money to China to pay her 
war indemnity to Japan, his Majesty the Chinese 
Emperor is therefore anxious to display his grati- 
tude by seeking methods wherein he might assist 
Russia, and for this reasan his Majesty is willing 
to conclude a treaty of alliance with Russia. This 
being the case, if Russia should have any difficul- 
ties with any other Power in Asia, it is but right 
that China should exert ber utmost endeavours to 
assist in every way her ally. To which end China 
allows Russia to use any of her harbours along the 
maritime coasts of China, to enter them at pleasure 
or leave at any time orto mobilise her fleet therein 
or foc the purpose of repairs or to take in supplies, 
buy coal, etc. If there be any critical dawper for 
Russia, China allows Russia to secretly recruit 
her forces in Chinese territory, to buy horses or 
to get coolies, etc. This is of course to be done 
quietly and isto be considered as secret assistance 
given to Russia. Should it so happen that re- 
monstrances be made to China in the above 
matter, China is,to reply that Russia being the 
stronger and Cifina the weaker of the two she 
has no help but to allow Russia to do as she 
pleased. If, however, China is desiious of 
manifesting further hee friendship for Russia by 
openly aiding the latter country and attacking 
Russia’s enemies in concert with her, this shall 
also be permissible, but it should be done as cir- 
cumstances allow and must be the subject of 
further discussion. 

At present the harbours of Russia although 
plentiful in number still labour under the disad- 
vantage of being liable to be frozen up several 
feet during the winter months, hence Russian ships 
can not enter or leave them at will. The harm 
this will lead to in time of war would therefore be 
disastrous to Russia to a great degree: and this 
goes without saying. His Majesty the Emperor 
of China being therefore grateful to Russia for 
her friendly help is willing to devise methods to 
assist his ally in this matter and now per- 
mits Russia to use Port Arthur to anchor her 
fleet and to accommodate her troops there. If, 
however, in order to avoid complications with 
other Powers it be deemed inadvisable to use 
Port Arthir as stated, then Russia shall be 
permitted to use the harbour of Kiaochou Bay, 
in Shantung province; there Russia shall be 
at liberty to enter or leave the harbour at will; to 
canton her troops; and she shall also be allowed 
to build barracks for her land troops and coal 
sheds, etc., in order to fill an urgent want on the 
part of Russia. If, again, Kiaochou be not suit- 
able then Russia shall be permitted to choose any 
port or harbour on the maritime coasts of Kiang- 
su and Chékiang for her purpose. This is a fur- 
ther proof of the desire of China to strengthen the 
friendship she feels for Russia. It being, how- 
ever, feared that the local authorities of the places 
visited by the Russian fleet, being ignorant of the 
understanding made with Russia, may make op- 

osilion, a secret decree shall, on the one hand, 

e sent to the various Viceroys and Governors 
notifying them: of the case, and these shall on 
their part advise their subordinates not to prevent 
or obstruct the movements of the Russians, while 
on the other hand the Tsung-li Yamén shall be 
instructed to appoint three interpreters who shall 
proceed to Shanghai with all haste and report to 
the Russiat) Admiral for service with his ships. It 
shall be the duty of these interpreters to assist the 
Russian and Chinese officials in their mutual in- 
tercourse and also to transmit to the latter his 
Imperial Majesty’s wishes in the matter. 

If China on her part shall have any difficulties 
with other Powers, Russia shall use her endea- 
vours to arrange the said difficulties; but if these 
good offices be of no effect it shall be the duty of 
Russia to give her help to China before other 
Powers, thereby binding firmly the alliance bee 
tween the two countries. 

China is also willing to permit Russian officers 
freedom of movement in the eastern frontiers of 
her possessions of Féugtien and Kirin and to 
navigate the Yalu river with its several affluents 
along these provinces, either for the purpose of 
trade or to assist China to police the frontiers of 
the respective countries: 

When the Siberian Railway shall have been 
completed joining the eastern and western limits 
of Russia then China shall permit Russia to bisild 
a branch line through Heilungchiang, Kirin, and 
Manchuria down to Talienhuan in Féngtien; or 
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any other point to be chosen by Russia. The 
power over this branch line shall be held jointly 
by Russia and China, but after fifteen years when 
China shall have shown her ability to do so alone 
then it shall be permissible for her to buy the 
Russian share of the line at cost price, and she 
shall thenceforth have the sole control over the 
lines within her own territories. 

To provide against harm to the said line on the 
partof the Powers actuated by jealousy, China 
shall permit Russia to hold one of the islands near 
Talienhuan and opposite that port for the purpose 
of making is a vendesvous for Russian ships and 
land troops and also to fortify the same in order to 
protect the said Talienhuan terminus and provide 
against disasters. 

The country about Vliadivostock is of the 
utmost importance to Russia in this part of Asia. 
The Siberian Railway having been completed 
it will be wecessary that Russia shall pro- 
tect the line against the jealousy aud _ hos- 
tile intentions of other countries. China there- 
fore shall permit Russia to choosé some points 
on the southern side of Hanch'un [Chinese city 
opposite Viadivostock] to be fortified and for the 
purpose of storing supplies and troops, thereby 
forming mutual supports to the forts on the 
noithern side [Viadivostock]. In this way the 
Russian cities there shall be freed from anxiety. 
This is really helping a neighbouring country to 
solidify her base and is au instance of the deep 
and lasting friendship China entertains towards 
Russia. . 

If in the future, owing to Korea, Russia and 
Japan should come to blows, China shall grant 
permission to Russia to attack the western fron- 
tiers of Korea by way of the Yalu river. 

The Siberian Railway will also be of great 
benefit to China, China is therefore willing to 
open markets for the sale of Russian goods and 
piece-goods and assist Russian trade in every way 
in order that unobstructed Russian manufactures 
may come into China in a ceaseless stream similar 
to the present condition of trade in Chinese 
Turkestan, 

In the present crisis the military organisation of 
China is the most important to that country. 
China will therefore request of Russia the loan of 
several hundred officers to drill about 100,000 
Chinese troops. Commencement shall be made 
in the three eastern provinces [s.e., Fangtien, 
Kirin, and Heilungchiang], and if this be suc- 
cessful then the system shall be extended to the 
northern five provinces [¢.e., Chihli, Shangtung, 
Shansi, Shensi, and Kansuj]. This shall be one 
way of strengthening China’s power. 


This treaty certainly deserves the credit 
of being the naivest international docu- 
ment ever signed. China’s duties are set 
forth in the most charmingly impressive 
manner. As Russia’s grateful ally, she 
must exert her utmost endeavours to 
assist in every way” the great Northern 
Power should the latter ‘‘ have difficulties 
with any Power in Asia,” aud one valuable 
form of assistance is that Russia, if she 
find herself ‘in any critical danger,” 
shall be allowed “to secretly recruit her 
forces in China.” Whata god-send for 
Russia! To be permitted to secretly 
enlist Chinese braves for her succour in a 
time of crucial peril. Moreover, the ex- 
treme cleverness of the arrangement, the 
forethought exercised in mapping out the 
details, are so conspicuous. Russia is to 
procure these invaluable braves quite 
quietly, and if any troublesome foreign 
State should “happen to remonstrate,”’ 
the ingenuous Pekin Government is to 
escape all complications by answering 
that really in view of Russia’s comparative 
omnipotence—though she does happen to 
be ‘in critical danger’’—the poor weak 
Chinese have no choice but to let her 
do as she pleases. Lest, however, such 
@ passive position should hurt China’s self- 
respect, she is promised the great pleasure 
and satisfaction of being “ permitted to 


openly attack her ally’s enemies” should 
she be ‘‘desirous” of doing so. Is not 
that nice for China? Readers will note, 
too, that the treaty shows very noble 
magnanimity on Russia’s part. She pro- 
mises to help China in the event of the 
latter’s having any difficulties with other 
Powers : to help her, not merely by friend- 
ly offices, but by force of arms. Not the 
least remarkable clauses are those relating 
to the Siberian Railway. ‘ When it is 
finished ’—not now, nor a year hence, but 
when the line is finished, say five years 
hence—then Russia is to be permitted to 
build a branch line right through Man- 
churia to Talien, “or to any other point 
chosen by her” —Taku, for example—and 
if after 15 years China shall have ‘shown 
her ability” to manage the branch line 
alone, she is to be permitted to buy it at 
cost price, Russia meanwhile holding one 
of the islands near Talien as a means of 
protecting the line. Many other provi- 
sions almost equally incredible are in- 
serted. And it is all to be done secretly 
—the building of railways, the occupation 
and fortification of islands, and so forth. 
Besides, China is to have the advantage 
of the services of several hundred Russian 
officers to drill her Manchurian forces, and 
Russia, per contra, is to be allowed to 
send her “ officers” travelling up the Yalu 
and in the eastern frontiers of her Man- 
churian provinces ‘either for purposes 
of trade or-to assist China to police the 
frontiers of the respective countries.’’ 
Can any serious reader credit that such a 
treaty has been concluded? If China 
were actually iv. extvemis, if she saw no 
chance of saving a part of her empire 
except by surrendering the other part to 
Russia, it is just conceivable that she 
might have made these extraordinary con- 
cessions. But there was no question of 
necessity. It was simply a matter of grati- 
tude. For endorsing China’s drafts upon 
France in the matter of a paltry sum that 
England offered to provide uncondition- 
ally, China gives her whole empire to Rus- 
sia as a basis of military operations ; and 
for forcing Japan out of Liaotung—an 
operation in which Germany and France 
took an equal part, with the avowed object 
of guarantecing Korea’s independence 
—Russia is practically presented, not 
merely with the Liaotung Peninsula, but 
with the whole of Manchuria, and is fur- 
ther promised permission to attack the 
Western frontiers (a geographical im- 
possibility) of Korea by the Yalu. When 
the first canard was circulated about this 
treaty, we expressed complete scepticism 
for reasons connected with the alleged 
time of its conclusion, and because it 
seemed impossible that Russia should 
have played a game so thoroughly in- 
sincere towards her allies, Germany and 
France. Now that the supposed text of 
the document is published, we conclude 
that the whole thing is one of the clumsiest 


hoaxes ever attempted. 
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THE RELATION OF FAPANESE TO TARTAR 
LANGUAGES. 
—_—__@—_—_ — 

I.—PROOF OF THE CONNEXION. 


The relationship of Japanese to Tar- 
tar languages has been proved by at 
least four writers on philological sub- 
jects. Professor Max Muller says that 
Professor Boller of Vienna proved it. 
I myself proved it in China’s place in 
philology. Previously, in 1857, Hoffmann 
proved it in his edition of Donker Cur- 
tius’ Japanese Grammar. The proof rests 
on two things, identity of words. Ex- 
amples of both are too numerous to be 
doubted or denied. Onas koto is a very 
common Japanese phrase for “the same 
thing.” Onashi is adeli in Mongol and 
Manchu, oto is hereg in Mongol. The 
meanings are the same in the languages 
compared. A Mongol would learn Japan- 
ese with great ease. Thus Aatasht is to 
finish, the Mongol is dara, finish. Not fini- 
shed isbarade. AMongol puts thedeafter a 
verb as the Japanese does, who says hatade 
for “not finished.” The letter changes 
here involved are clear and beyond doubt. 
His b,risé# De is the same in both 
languages. The vowels also are the same 
in both languages. Yet the Japanese have 
been separated from their cousins, the 
Mongols, for three thousand years and 
more. It is most remarkable and intcrest- 
ing to find that it occupies about that time 
to change 4 to & in Japanese, d to r in 
Mongol, and d@tofin Japanese. These are 
some of the results to be drawn from the 
facts before us. Another result is that, for 
instance, the Ural Altaic system extended 
from Finland to Japan more than 3,000 
years ago, just as we know it existed in 
Accad 6,000 years ago. 


2.—DR. LANGE’S ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE 
CONNEXION DISCUSSED. 


These things being clear and certain, 
it is very singular that Dr. Rudolf 
Lange, German Professor of Japanese in 
Berlin.at present, should; in his new 


grammatical work, published in 1890, say ., 


that the question of the nearer connec- 
tion of Japanese with other languages is 
yet unsolved. In saying this, I think, he 
misleads his pupils. Further, he says: 
“The attempt to show the connection of 
Japanese with the Aryan languages must 
be viewed as unsuccessful, because pro- 
nouns and numerals are different from 
the Aryan, and also the number of 
like or similar words is too small to 
derive from them any conclusions as to 
a common origin.’ These statements 
Dr. Lange cannot sustain, if letter 
changes and the separation of at least 
three thousand years are taken into 
account. For instance, in Japanese midsu- 
karaismyself. Midsuis in older Japanese 
mid or mit, and our ‘‘me” is met in 
egomet,1,myself. Here we have the same 
pronoun. The last of the Shoguns was 
Hitotsbashi, ‘‘ one bridge.” Hitots, one, 
is d:¢, and hashi (Latin fons) is bat. In 
Latin the word primus and in English 
‘first’ are to be compared with the Tur- 
kish 4¢y one, and the Japanese ito. Dr. 
Lange may be reminded that the Aryan 
languages have three roots for the nume- 
ral one, and that one of these found 
in mwa, and férst, agrees with Japanese 
and Turkish. Another, found in és (sis 
or sit), and in umus and ein, is the same 
with the Chinese chz¢ “ one,” in the Amoy 
dialact, while the third, the Sanscrit e&, is 
the Mongol nig, one. The evidence 


from Greck is very important here. For 


ert we A are .S 


ne 
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&s ua éy, read into archaic form become 
tett, mia, ten, teaching us that our “ one,” 
long ago, was ¢on. 

If we take the second of the numerals, 
two, both, a pair, a couple,a brace, second, 
we have some four roots at least, all em- 
ployed now in the wide spread Indo- 
European languages and all meaning fwo. 
Is it safe to deny that the Japanese fyéats 
from a root dé, is identical with d0¢4 or a 
pair? If Dr. Lange doubts it, let him at 
least put both sides before his readers, 
and leave the decision with them. As to 
denying it, that cannot be done. 

A market is a place where numerals 
are used in bargaining. People of differ. 
ent races meet there. They are obliged 
to agree on some common names for num- 
ber. Loan words came into use among 
all the people frequenting the market. It 
was in this way that the Japanese in their 
early wanderings in northern Asia came 
to have the same words for ‘‘one” and 
“two” with the Europeans. As to mits, 
“three,” yots “four,” I can not yet learn 
where the Japanese got them, but yots may 
be [PY si, four, in Chinese. As to nanats 
‘seven,’ it is good Korean and Mongol, 
for the Koreans and Mongols say nf and 
dolon for seven. The rest give some 
trouble. The truth regarding the names 
of numbers is that, on account of market 
loans of these words, to which migrating 
people are peculiarly subject, they are an 
unsafe test of kindred in language. No 
professor should lay it down as arule that 
differences in the names of numbers prove 
difference in race. The Tibetan names of 
numbers are all disguised Chinese words. 
Chinese names of numbers entered all the 
way from the Chinese frontier of Tibet to 
Ladak. The reason is that the Chinese 
are a more commercial people than the 
Tibetans ; race does not determine what 
numerals shall be current in a nation’s 
markets. 

The reason why the Indo-European 
numerals are most of them very much 
alike in the languages of that group, is 
that through their joint occupation of a por- 
tion of what is now Russian territory the 
races speaking those languages marketed 
together; and further, that by intellectual 
force they overpowered the names of 
number used by other races. That these 
causes were not entirely successful is 
clear, because e& for ‘‘ one,” dzr for “one,” 
nt for ‘‘two,” vot for two, are all found 
alike in the Indo-European languages and 
in the eastern Asiatic languages. The 
word for “ten” is usually a root mean- 
ing to bind, because in markets articles 
are exchanged in bundles of ten for con- 
venience. This is the origin of decem 
“ten,” and of skip “‘ten” in Chinese. If 
then decem for ten is not found in 
eastern Asiatic speech, the root word ark 
to “bind” is there. If in Europe we do 
not say ship or avaban for “ten,” we have 
the root vad, to bind, in strap, tape, rope, 
robe, drape, and other words in which, 
though mixed with other senses, the idea 
of binding is still present. 

Nomad races must absorb new names 
of number during their wandering on 
the earth’s broad surface. The more 
widely extended are the markets where 
people sell their field produce and 
manufactures, the more numerous will be 
their names for number, if they meet 
people of races different from their own. 
Thus the Sanscrit e& would, it is very 
likely, be borrowed from the Mongols, and 
the root of frst and primus from the 
Turks. The Japanese learned roko, ‘' six” 
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from the Chinese, but some of them call it 


doko. (To-day, August 21st, 1895, I heard 


a Buddhist priest in Nagasaki so pro- 


nounce it.) It is really the same word 


with our “six.” This is another fact for 


Dr. Lange to explain. 


As to the pronouns of the Japanese 


language, neither sore, nor dare, nor kono, 


need awaken doubt in any one’s mind as 


to their identity with our ¢his, that, who, 


what. Dochiva is plain enough. Doko 


caused me some searching, but I believe it 
is a contraction for do ¢okoro. Thus the & is 
explained. /kuraisguot, “howmany.” The 


Mongol for ikura is heden (Chinese # 


i, kt¢), and this is an excellent midway 


link between Japanese and Latin. Are 


and ano are the Mongol ene and inu, both 


of them common demonstratives. Hence 
there is really no difficulty about the pro- 


nouns whether in identifying them with 


the Ural Altaic pronouns or with the 


European pronouns. I suppose Dr. 


Lange to be the first author to have 
stated in print that these identifications 
cannot be made. How he would proceed 
to prove his thesis except by falling back 
on his theory I do not understand. Sove 


and our word ¢haé, are derived from one 
mother root. J/s, ea, td, come from the 


same mother root as are and ano. So 


with the whole group of pronouns with- 


out one exception. Comparison shows that 


identification is admissible. Eve, thts in 


Manchu, ¢ere, ¢hat in Mongol, are the 


Japanese are, sore, etc. 


The letter changes in Mongol are for- 
tunately open to observation through dia- 


lectic forms and phrases the Mongols began 
to write six hundred years ago. The book 
forms are the Court Mongol of Genghis 
Khan, the dialectic forms are the new col- 
loquial. A bird is called shodo in the great 


grassy plateau of Mongolia now. In books 


it is sktba-gun. It is the Japanese 4057 to 
fly, for skz is evolved from ¢ in all eastern 


Asiatic languages. Noboru, ascend, is 


akin to ¢od¢. In etymology, founded on 
letter changes, ¢, m, and d, with 7 and J, 
run into one another so much as to be 
indistinguishable because\the tip of the 
tongue is employed in forming them 
all. From this circumstance we see the 
great value of Japanese in all those 
parts of it which are archaic. We know 
the letter changes of Japanese for 1,200 
years. There has been time enough for 
Chinese loan words to arrange themselves 
in several strata, e.g. fude* and Aitsu both 
mean ‘writing brush.” But more than 
this the negative in verbs nu, nat, de, su, 
are the/same negative element modified, 
and we can increase the number of our 
identifications by including the me and 
non of Latin with our own aot. The 
Mongol has only de because the Greek 
ou is, as a Mongol word, much used in 
the form uges and ugwef. The Mongol 
imperative negative is du, the Greek yn, 
and the Chinese A put and Z mut. 
Consequently all philologists that have 
preconceived and pre-Darwinian ideas 
about the isolated growth of languages 
and the impossibility of unity in words 
spoken in Ireland and in Japan, should 
reconsider the whole matter. The true 
treasures. of philology lie neglected at 
their feet, and they content themselves 
instead with the vanishing phantoms of 
the past. The Mongol negatives have a 
great value. The Japanese negatives as 
an implement of discovery have a still 


* Ecroneously said to be derived from fums to 
write and # hand, and to be abridged from funde. 
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greater value. They tell us that the Japan- 
ese is a branch of the Ural Altaic system, 
which itself is mother to many portions of 
the Indo-European systems. This we can 
understand, because now we know that 
the Indo-European races acquired their 
superiority in intellect by the union of 
dolichokephalic and brachykephalic races. 
In this way the brain grew larger, fuller, 
and more complete. Migration with horses, 
camels, and mules gave the Europeans 
superiority in war. Thus it was that about 
three thousand years ago the Homeric 
poems came to be composed, the first 
brilliant flower of the literature of Europe. 


3:—-EXAMPLE OF THE CONNEXTION OF 
JAPANESE MYTHOLOGY WITH THAT 
OF THE ASIATIC CONTINENT. 


The influence of the Babylonian civili- 
zation which was deeply pervaded by re- 
ligion and by science, was so great that it 
forced its way into all the Asiatic and 
European communities. Astronomy led 
to the worship of the sun. In atemple of 
the Shingon sect, a few days ago, I read in 
one of their books the name Amaterasu. 
It stood as the fourth in a series of ten 
divinities. The god of fire was Agiyara 
(Agni); Indra Shakra was spelled’ In- 
dara. The sun was Anichiya; Brahma 
was Borakanma. No.1 was the founder 
of the monastery, No. 2 % sj pp, the sun. 
No. 4 is BHEK MAKES Amate- 
rasu. No. 8 R AK Km, the great 
fire god of Japan. Evidently the well 
known god in Vedic mythology, Mitra, is 
intended by Amaterasu, and it is plain 
that the Buddhists had much to do.in the 
encouragement of the worship of Ama- 
terasu. The account given of the Shingon 
by Bunyiu Nanjio shows that the Buddhist 
initiation into the mysteries of Mithras 
with its mandras, its magic circles, and 
Squares, was borrowed extensively from 
the Persian form of the worship. It is 
adapted to a more refined philosophy than 
that of the Persians, and Buddha is su- 
preme. But while this is remembered, it 
must be concluded that the Shingon sect 
has unconsciously spread the sun worship 
of Western Asia in Japan with its magic 
symbols, mystic rites, and vows, because 
of its fondness for the Yoga symbolism. 
Further, the Jodo sect would help in the 
same lending of encouragement to sun 
worship, because the Buddha of the 
Western heaven is an enlargement of the 
philosophical theory of Buddhism, by 
teaching that men have a future state of 
existence in a western locality instead 
of a subterranean locality. The hot 
springs of Unzen and Hakone have 
from the first been used by the Bud- 
dhists to support their theory of a sub- 
terranean hell. Myths and mytholo- 
gical personages are a part of langu- 
age and every complete dictionary will 
include the names of gods and goddesses. 


4.—LIST OF SOME JAPANESE WORDS. 


mitsu honey, mel, mead. Heb. malats, 
to be sweet, mathak wassweet. Meltsar 
(Dan. I., 2) the sweetener of the wines 
for the King of Babylon. 


shiyo (tibo) salt, Mongol dadoso. 

haru, far, is our far. 

hashira (bat), is our post, pillar. 

motomeru, seek, Latin peto, Mong. bede 
rehu, seek. 

tort, bird, Mo nssehu to fly. Lat., volstare. 
to fly about, Heb. dat to fly, ¢stts, wing. 

musubu fasten, make firm, mo dazo, firm. 
In the sense bear fruit musudu is our bear 


R, bar, dhar. 


304 








hito, man, Accadian dr man, scholar. 
To say that 4 changes to 5 for euphony 
in Aetobito is bad teaching ; the pupil should 
be told that 4 is the old initial saved 
from danger by its sheltered situation. 

musugo, musume, boy, girl, puer, ras, 
boy, puella. 

mame, bean, Latin faba, Sct. bobu, Ohd. 
pond, old Pruss. dado. 

hane, wing, penna, feather. 

aida, interval, between, is adida, that is 
the Heb. Jes between. For x is d. 

6t, great, is obu, Tibetan and Hebrew 
rab. The initial ¢ is dropped, but retain- 
edin %& ¢a, da, dap ; of (067) nephew, Sans. 
napat, grandson, Lat. nepos. 

hacht, bee, G. diene (hachs is bat). 

hako, small chest, box. 

_Rotoi, bull. Here 4o is, I suppose, male 
JX, toi is Mongol, shor, ox, Lat. taurus. 
Korean so. 

kami, hair, coma, nado, remainder, éas- 
sen ta leave, let, remain. 

matsu is our fir and pine. 

nado, sign of plural, is the Turkish Jar 
for the plural. 

tatamt, mat. This word means that 
which people siton. Korean fot, Tibetan 
dod, “‘mat,” sedeo, sit. Kor. tot-chart. 

shirushi, to write Korean, ssol, §§ cht 
tit, a mark, or sign. Every chin Chinese 
is from¢. Japanese also has shittatame, to 
write. Shiru=tshsta, writing, was a Baby- 
lonian invention. The Hebrew shztar is 
write; shotévim were the scribes or 
officers of the Children of Israel under 
Pharaoh’s taskmasters, as described in 
Exodus, chapter 5. 
and the Syriac, shoter, officer, is rendered 
ypapparevs, and sopro, which shows that 
they were scribes. Then also the Arabs 
use satar for drawing limes and describ- 
ing, and saday for president. The Tibetan 


has dri for write, and the Manchus say 


arambi and ara for write. Also in Mon- 
golia av is a mark or sign. Now writing 
is a civilized art which spread through 
Asia with the other elements of national 
progress. 


the surface of wood with a knife. Skeat 
derives it from wav, ‘‘to tear.” But I 
would rather say it went to the Teutonic 


people from Western Asia with the days 


of the week and other civilized ideas. 
In Turkish, yas? is ‘ writing,” and yasmak 
‘“towrite.” Shzrusht and shtéatame come 


down from the time when a style was 


used, while aks is “write with a brush.” 
In modern Japan the brush is the only 
‘writing implement. The best view to 


adopt is to suppose that the root of 


write is vit, which is both vetssen and 
tear, as Skeat says, and also a loan word 
from Asia. The Welsh, German, Greek, 
and Latin have ypagw or scrtbo. 
and Scandinavia took their word from 
some form of Asiatic speech. Without 
such a theory as this, how Is it possible to 
explain in what way the Japanese, Chi- 
nese, Korean, Tibetan, Manchu, and Tur- 
kish words for writing came to be so like, 
as they undoubtedly are, to the Arabic and 
Hebrew words? Then, too, it should be 
remembered that the scribes became the 
literati and the officers of government in 
the countries here referredto. The duties 
that the Shofevim of the Hebrews dis- 
charged under Pharaoh in Egypt and 
under Moses in the Wilderness they were 
able to undertake because they could write. 
They could count the people, make re- 
ports, write out the laws, issue edicts in 
the name of the ruler, and undertake the 
government of the people in subordinate 


situations. 
Asiatic countries do much the same things 
down to the present time. Note that the 










In the Septuagint 


Our own word write, we are 
told, comes from scoring and scratching 


England Manchu, Korean, and Japanese grammar 
‘are in strict sisterly relationship. To as- 


‘sert this would not have been considered 
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The literary class in all the 


Manchu and Mongol ar, ‘mark,’ are 
for say,—as the Korean and Japanese 
words show, the Chinese % ste, ‘‘ write,” 


BF shu “write,” “book,” + shi shi for 
shat(?) ‘scribe,’ “ officer,” may possibly 
all belong to the same root. 


5.—-PRINCIPLES OF COMPARISQN. 
1. These examples are all selected on 


the principle that old forms are to be pre- 


ferred, because all the words compared 


are at least three thousand years old. 


2. The Japanese 4 is never to be identi- 


fied with our 4 in any word whatever. 
The Japanese representative of an 4 is k, 
but the Japanese & is also our & Thus 
koto is our cause, Korean est, and Mon- 
gol, herveg, thing. 


3. Neither 7 nor s are, as consonants, 


so old as @ and é, nor is initial dr so old as 
v: 


thus ¢su&, ‘moon,’ is really una, 
“moon,” because /uaa has been proved 
to be /ucna; so also Atkari, bright, and 
higashi, “‘east,’’ are our bright. This is 
not because of superficial resemblance, 
but because.of radical resemblance. AZ in 


.| bright is not radical. 
4. The Japanese » corresponds to our / 


and #in very many words. Thus, hava 
plain, planus, is our plain, and # is a 
European lengthening of the word. But 
yin Japanese is also our ». Thus when 
our r is radical, as in barren, it is 7 in the 
Japanese kara, tke ‘‘a dried up lake.” | 


saw one lately at Unzen, and this is what a 


native called it. 

5. Let no etymologist waste his time 
in excogitating fanciful resemblances. 
Irregular work is of no use in etymology. 
If the student acquires a knowledge of the 


archaic vowels and consonants, resem- 


blances exist in thousands. If this he 
neglected, I think it will be found that the 
Japanese language furnishes few. For ex- 
ample, hon, ‘‘a book,” cannot be identified 
with any foreign word for book that I can 
thinkof. If Abe changed to p the equivalent 
occurs at once in the language of China. 
The comparative absence of resemblances 
taken hapazard (2.e. without attention 
to letter changes) proves that the enor- 
mous number of resemblances found when 
letter changes are taken into account are 
not fanciful but real. 


6.—OPINIONS OF STUDENTS IN COMPARA- 
TIVE GRAMMAR. 

If there had been a Mongol or Manchu 
Chair in the Tokyo University, all stu- 
dents in Japan would probably have been 
fully aware that zkuva, “how many,” is in 


‘Mongol keden. It would have been re- 


cognized by all that Turkish, Mongol, 


in any way uncertain. But there has been 
in Tokyo no professor of Tartar languages. 
It would be well, therefore, for the opinion 
of those who have studied these languages 
and Japanese to be accepted. Mr. J. 
Scott says in his Korean Manual, p. xviii., 
when speaking of Japan, ‘‘In support of 
identity of origin there stands out as a 
clear and distinct proof that remarkable 
parallelism of grammatical construction 
and syntax between the Korean and Japan- 
ese languages as at present spoken, which 
can only be explained by unity of race 
in prehistoric ages.” Mr. Aston says :— 
‘“ As is the case in all languages of the 
Altaic family, every word in Japanese 
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invariably precedes it. Thus the adjec- 
tive precedes the noun, the adverb the 
verb, the genitive the word that governs 
it, the objective case the verb, and the 
word governed by a preposition the pre- 
position. The nominative case stands at 
the beginning of a sentence and the verb 
at the end.” ‘Nouns have, properly 
speaking, no declension. Number and 
case are rarely expressed ; but when they 
are, they are indicated by means of cer- 
tain particles placed after the words 
which themselves suffer no change. In- 
stead of a passive voice, verbs have de- 
rivative verbs with a conjugation re- 
sembling that of active verbs. Mood 
and tense are indicated by sufftxes.” 
Bishop Caldwell, in his ‘“‘ Comparative 
Grammar of the Dravidian Languages,” 
remarks on this description of Japanese 
grammar by Mr. Aston. “ It might have 
been supposed that the writer intended to 
describe the structure of the Dravidian 
languages.” (Second Edition, p. 56.) Bi- 
shop Caldwell, in his own setting forth 
of the characteristics of the Dravidian 
languages, fully recognizes that they are 
the same as those of Mongol, Manchu, 
and Turkish, and in the remark which I 
have just copied he claims that the same 
is true of the Japanese. Bishop Cald- 
well was regarded in his time as the most 
learned of the philologists of India, and 
these are his opinions. His second edition 
was published in 1875. He defends my 
view, stated in “China’s Place in Philology 
in regard to Sanscrit Prose,” that it has 
been under Turanian influence in a marked 
manner. He represents this as. being 
certainly true of the vernaculars developed 
out of the old colloquial Sanscrit, but as 
not being true in all respects of the 
Sanscrit of literature. In Sanscrit prose 
and in prosaic verse related sentences 
precede and the finite verb generally 
comes last. He adds that if the theory 1s 
carried out to its full extent it may ‘‘ be- 
come necessary to hold that Latin syntax 
is more Turanian that Greek, and German 
more Turanian than English.” This is 
exactly what I believe, and the late Bishop 
Caldwell’s championship is of great 
weight, he being the best authority we 
have on the Dravidian languages, and 
being extremely cautious and candid; con- 
sequently any writer who, like Dr. Lange, 
represents that Japanese is not proved to 
be a language of the Altaic family, is not 
in accord with the present state of philo- 
logy. Those that have studied the sub- 
ject all appear to be agreed. Professor 
Sayce, in his introduction to the ‘‘ Science 
of Language,” 1883, a very copious and 
able work, keeps the name Ural Altatc 
for Fins, Huns, and Tartars without admit- 
ting Dravidian into the circle embraced by 
this name. He does not even allude to 
the Japanese or Korean languages in any 
way. Those that have compared the 
grammars maintain their remarkable simi- | 
larity. Those that have not attended to; 
the subject do not. : 


The principles for which I contend in 
this article may be deduced from the ad- 
mission of Professor Max Miiller, who 
says: ‘In most languages traces can be 
discovered which show that the isolating, 
the agglutinative, and the inflectional 
principle has at one time been at work in 
it. Some one of the three principles pre- 
ponderates in a language, and by that pre- 
ponderance its general character is suffi- 
ciently fixed.’ (See Letter to Bunsen 
on the classification of the Turanian Lan- 


which serves to define another word guages, p. 22.) 
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Now this is the view I hold. The English 
tongue his passed through the isolating, the 
agglutinative, and the inflexional stage, 
and its syntax is that of the agglutinative 
languages. The Chinese is in the isolating 
stage, the words, the solid contents, of 
each language are the same in all the 
languages. Words were first made in the 
earliest ages. Each word runs through an 
endless course of letter changes. Syntax 
is liable to great variations through the 
vicissitudes of nomad life. For every 
change In syntax there is a sufficient cause 
in the habit of life of a nation. A very 
powerful factor is change of residence, 
another is conquest, and joint occupation 
of territory, which is a consequence of 
conquest. Commerce may lead to the 
establishment in a foreign country of a 
colony of traders. The sons of these 
traders all speak two languages. The 
syntax of these languages may vary 
greatly. Both forms of grammatical con- 
struction are alike natural to the speaker 
of two languages. In such acase Wil- 
liam von Humboldt’s_ principle that 
there can be no historical transition be- 
tween any two of the three kinds of 
language is disproved. This author had 
a wonderful influence on German philo- 
logy. The greatest reluctance has been 
shown by German philologists since his 
time to assert that an inflectional language 
can grow out of an agglutinative language, 
or an agglutinative language out of an 
isolating language. Yet this is what 
we, who live in Japan and China, are 
compelled by the facts to maintain. 
According to Max Miller, Humboldt’s 
position is this: He does not venture to 
assert the possibility of historical transi- 
tion between the three classes of language. 
This ‘‘ not venturing to assert”’ is all the 
difficulty. Can we find reasons for believ- 
ing in the transition? Can we find, in 
the Darwinian manner, unsuspected agen- 
cies powerful enough to effect the transi- 
tion from the monosyllable to the poly- 
syllable, and from the agglutinative stage 
to the inflected stage? My belief is that 
we can. 


In Chinese agglutination is an acknow- 
ledged principle. Yet Chinese is the best 
type we possess of an isolating language. 
The difference then is not essential be- 
tween an isolating and an agglutinative 
language. Every foreigner who speaks 
Chinese is conscious that he practises 
agglutination. There is no doubt on the 
point if the meaning of the verb agglu- 
tinate is clear, viz., joining words in a 
certain order to make namesand sentences. 
Further, can we bridge the chasm be- 
tween agglutinative and inflected langu- 
ages quite as easily? I answer that we 
may appeal to Latin and Greek. Celstus, 
“from heaven,” contains the syllable tus 
serving to mark an ablative case. In a 
later age it was & celo, or a celo, where 
o marks the ablative assisted by a pre- 
position. This shows that Latin was an 
agglutinative language and that it became 
an inflected language. Here the trans- 
ition is actually made. So, in English, 
we have inflections still, though the num- 
ber is diminishing, but we have also a 
very large number of agglutinative forms, 
such as “I shall love.” Thus the rule 
that agglutination and inflection belong to 
different systems which always remain 
separate, fails entirely when applied to 
actual spoken language. 


The way is then open for us to con- 

















































Tartar languages. 
the other features mentioned by Mr. 


sider whether roots are not permanent, 
during the period required for the isolat- 
ing, agglutinating, and inflectional changes 
through which the same language may pass. 
I feel sure myself that it cannot be other- 
wise, because words have nothing to do 
with formative elements except to origi- 
nate them. Wordsand roots are the same 
thing if formative elements are deducted 
fromthe words. The changes which occur 
in the transition of a language from the 
isolating stage to the agglutinating, and 
from the agglutinating stage to the inflec- 
tional, do not aftect the roots. 
is an original Japanese word for time. 
is the Mongol chag, time. 
Chinese Jf shi, time, hour. 
nunciation 
dag. The same word is found in an iso- 
lating and in two agglutinating languages. 
The pronouns and numbers may be com- 
pared. The Chinese demonstratives with 
initial £ and final ¢ are the same with the 
corresponding Japanese demonstrative in 
&. The Chinese pronouns with initials ¢, 
ch, s, and sh, which are evolved all from 
ad, are the same with the Japanese pro- 
nouns in s and d. 
‘one,’ 
have been #:¢, which is also Greek for one, 
és. 
demonstrative origin. The Japanese word 
hito, “‘ one,” for dit is the European prt- 
mus, first ; this would also be of demonstra- 
tive origin. 
“two,” for dut. 
in the par, comparo, both, beide. 
say it grew up from the act of comparison 
(Chinese Jf pz, compare) we may do so. 
It we say it grew from the demonstrative 
in 
More forces than one are at work in lend- 
ing permanence to words. 


Thus ¢oki 
It 
It is also the 
The old pro- 


in Chinese is sk¢ for dak or 


The Chinese yh, 


? is shown by the Amoy form to 


’ 


This roor ¢zt, ‘ one,’’ was probably of 


So with the Japanese futats, 
It is easily recognizable 
If we 


or 4 ultimately, we may also do so. 


Such examples show that we are in fact 


dealing with the same words or roots when 
discussing the languages of China, of 
Japan, and civilized Europe, while the 
languages themselves belong to Hum- 
boldt’s three classes, the isolating, the 
agglutinating, and the inflectional. 


Nomad life led to the first great trans- 


position by which the verb was relegated 
to the end of the sentence. 
the up-growth of the Tartar languages of 


This led to 


which Japanese was one of the early types. 


This position of the verb is the basis of 
the polysyllable and of the postposition. 


These constitute the characteristics of the 
To these may be added 


Aston and Bishop Caldwell as specially 


belonging to Japanese and to the Dravi- 


dian languages. 


My theory embraces the whole original 
language of Japan. Dero, deru, mean 
‘go out,” dashi ‘ put out,” ‘‘ cause to go 
out.’ The root is der, made causative 
in this example by asht. Yori, “from,” 
is the same word used as a postposition. 
In Chinese }§ chu or ¢ot is the verb. As 
a preposition itis Fj, sz, de¢. Here it is 
sonant as in Japanese. In Mongol, the 
verb is tasoldaho, ‘ go out,” the postposi- 
tion is asa, eche, ese. In Turkish dan is 
the post position. This is 6c, in the Greek 
évpavobev ‘‘from heaven,” and our adverbial 
suffix se, in hence, thence. Deru has be- 
come yort, because of the energy which 
placed the verb at the end of the sentence. 
D became y through this transposition. 
De as a verb ‘go out” is isolated 
just like a Chinese verb, that is to say, 
just like its equivalent Hi chué “‘ go out.” 
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BH, and P tsi, yi, and hid. 





When it becomes yor, it is already trans- 
ferred to the last place in the sentence. 
An example like this shows that Japanese 
has once been an isolating language like 
Chinese. It passed through the Tartar 
crucible and assumed the Turanian type. 
This was before the Mongol and Manchu 
languages had been developed in their 
present form. 


If we trace in this way, guided by the 
light of the new philosophy, the successive 
steps in the development of Japanese 


gratimar, we must learn to regard kara, 


de, yort, made, ni, nite, and other post- 
positions as having the forms of an ob- 
solete Japanese conjugation and declen- 
sion. In Homer de is a case particle for 
to; Oev is a case particle for from. They 
differ from the regular accusative and 
ablative suffixes. So it has been in 
Japanese. The post positions 2, nite, are 
in fact tru, enter zreru, the initial # is lost 
in iru, sreru. No grammar can be pro- 
perly treated till the strata of its forma- 
tion are distinguished, like the strata of 
the earth’s crust, with the help of modern 
science. By proceeding thus we may 
discover the obsolete form of the verb. 
It should be noticed that yors, de, and 


kara are verbs used as postpositions, but 


that they are not conjugated, as the verb 
is conjugated in the current Japanese 
speech. The Chinese equivalents are G, 
They were 
and are monosyllables in Chinese. They 
are dissyllables in Japanese as the effect 
of nomadism which succeeded a more 
settled mode of life. 


If we do not look on Japanese speech 


as based on a monosy labic, isolating 
language which preceded it, how can we 
account for its origin? No other theory 
has any pretensions to acceptance. 


Koto, 
“thing,” is formed from &of by adding a 
vowel. TZosht, “‘ year,” is formed from ¢os 
by adding s. By letter change the word 
is suz JR, ‘‘year,” the Chinese word for 
sot, the savos or sos of the Accadians, 
which means a circle, and may be 60 or 
3,600. The Chinese astronomy is Baby- 
lonian. The early Japanese having this 
root for ‘‘ year” would also receive it like 
China from those who fixed the year for 
all the Asiatic nations. Civilization helps 
philology, and the aid is mutual. No 
great progress is likely to be made 
in Japan in philology or ethnology 
until the dream of isolated origin and in- 
dependent dinguistic growth is abandoned. 
Japan received one element of know- 
ledge from one of her neighbours and 
another element from another. Persia. 
China, India, have all sent her gifts, 
The nation had a prehistoric life in 
northern Asia otherwise its grammar 
would have been quite different from what 
itis. With atheory such as this we can 
account for the language and for the 
nation in a reasonable way, and our phil- 
ology is in accordance with that same 
evolutionary philosophy which has stimu- 
lated discovery so remarkably in the 
zoological and botanical sciences during 
the last thirty years. Armed men with 
spear, sword, and helmet, do not spring 
out of the ground ready for the fight. 
There must be preparation. So it was 
with the Japanese language. The com- 
plex came from the simple and the poly- 
syllable from the monosyllable, and at 
last after many years it assumed its pre- 
sent form. A few examples of identical 
words in Korean and Japanese will be 
in place here. 
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Korgan. JAPANESE. ment might be 50 per cent. less than was 
ourt we ware expected. On the other hand, an initial outlay 
poul fire hi of from 5 to 8 million yes would be required. 
moul water midsu On the whole, the Committee regarded the 
chip house iye for tpe project as very risky, and inasmuch as two 

years must elapse before the monopoly could 
te ae oe be established they had suggested that the 
hewu . oer se . Government withdraw the Bill, and either sub- 
chiukts few shos . stitute a measure making the tax on tobacco 
OD. 2 all ead assessable by weight, or devote fuller considera- 
hot, kest thing koto | tion to the matter. The Government had declined 
nopket high nobort, ascend |to do so, however, and nothing remained but to 
totchart mat tatamt recommend the rejection of the Bill. 
or see mire Mr. Tsunematsa Rinkei, on behalf of the 
fe toro back again shirizsoku j& tut} minority of the Special Committee, presented a 
mire before mayent report in favour of the Bill. He said that the Com- 
soket inside nakans mittee had been equally divided, and that the 
utku male osu President’s casting vote had given the majority 
as little sukoshi, a little to the ‘‘noes.” But, on the whole, the Com- 
ant no at ep ie ae oe the patra 
: . they had only thought that fuller investigation 
ie ad fe de ia we iequiade On the other hand, the House 
oe ‘ eat must remember that having voted certain ex- 
niveukt read sarayeru(beru) penditures in the Budget, they were bound to 
sotara pore deru provide means of defraying those expenditures, 
naldt to fly tort, bird and that to reject the plans proposed by the 
parul fetters hodasht Government without suggesting sny substitute 
tert temple tera would be to fail in the discharge of their legis- 
ttoti ood ' yorosht lative duty. 
kom Se Antes R hiung Mr. Kavashinn Jun understood that one of 


It will be noticed here that the labials 
p, f, m tun into one another and that x, /, 
d, t, s, sh are etymologically one letter or 
Initial 
o and y in Japanese often represent a lost 


consonant. The Japanese 4 is p. 


s or é¢. 


I have heard it said that Japanese words 
are all different from Korean words, while 
the grammer is the same. Research shows 
that many of the words are really identical. 
The reason why identical words seem to 
any observer to be few, is that the sounds 
This is 


change while the sense remains. 


the effect of a-separation lasting for three 
thousand years, 


ed and allowance made for them. 
JOSEPH EDKINS. 











IMPERIAL DIET. 


a 
THURSDAY, MARCH 5TH. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The Government Delegate, in reply to a 


question, said that if both Houses approved the 


changes made by the House of Peers in the Bill 


for the Special Disposal of National Banks be- 
fore the Expiration of their Charters, the Go- 
vernment would have no objection. 

The House adopted the changes. 

Mr. Imai Isoichiro, on behalf of the Special 


Committee, reported that the Bill relating to 


the Amendment of the Registration Tax had 
cost the Committee much labour, but finally 
they had agreed to recommend the Bill with 
one modification, namely, the 15th Article, 
that imposing the payment of registration 
fees, from 50 sen to 2 yen, for registration 
of personal matters, as changes of social status 
or of name, divorces, setting up separate fami- 
lies, succession, marriage, etc. The committee 
considered that, as such matters did not involve 
any question of money, their registration should 
not be charged for, The loss of revenue re- 
sulting from this change would be about 1,600,- 
000 yen. (Vide Proceedings of Lower House, 
January 11th.) 

The House voted the Second Reading, but 
decided not to proceed with it until the regular 
interval had elapsed. 

Mr. Sato Tokichiro, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported unfavourably to the To- 
bacco Monopoly Bill. The views of the tobacco. 
growers differed greatly from those of the Go- 
verument as to the income likely to be derived 
from the measure. Indeed, it was not improb- 
able that the revenue estimated by the Govern- 
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or nearly that time. 
Japanese words in large numbers become 
like Korean words, when, and only when, 
the changes of sound are carefully weigh- 































the Committee’s reasons for reporting unfavour- 
ably to the Bill was the question of foreign 
tobacco. Under the existing treaties the duty 
leviable on imported tobacco was small and 
limited. Hence it was obvious that this mono- 
poly scheme would greatly handicap the home 
leaf in competition with the foreign, and might 
even materially check the production of the 
former. Questioned upon this subject, the Go- 
vernment Delegate had informed them some 
time ago that a Bill to solve the difficulty would 
be presented to the House, but as yet no signs 
of such a Bill coming before them were ap- 
parent. He further desired to know what course 
was contemplated with respect to Formosan 
tobacco. 

Mr. Megata, Government Delegate, replied 
that the Government purposed introducing a 
project of law in due time. As to Formosan 
tobacco, however, nothing definite could yet 
be said. 

Mr. Kawashima Jun opposed the Bill. He 
spoke at considerable length, but the gist of 
his argument was that better meaus existed for 
raising revenue by ordinary processes of tax- 
ation, and that the State should endeavour, as 
far as possible, not to interfere with private 
business. He asserted, moreover, that whereas 
the Government estimated the annual production 
of leaf tobacco at 27 million yen, his own in- 
vestigations indicated 15 millions as a more 
probable figure. On the whole, the monopoly 
scheme did not appear tohave received suffi- 
ciently accurate consideration, and the House 
would be acting imprudently and precipitately 
in adopting it. 

Mr. Yoda Michinaga supported the Bill. He 
contended that even if imported tobacco did 
increase by 10 or 20 per cent., no noticeable 
effect would be produced on the production of 
the Japanese leaf. As to the argument that the 
quantity of tobacco produced would be materi- 
ally diminished by the additional taxation con- 
sequent on the monopoly scheme, he pointed 
out that similar predictions about the manu- 
facture of saké had not been verified by ex- 
perience. Some members complained that in- 
convenience would be caused to private indivi- 
duals by the proposed system as it stood, but 
that contention merely meant thatthe details of 
the measure should be amended. 

The closure having been put and carried, 

The House voted for the Second Reading of 
the Bill. (Vide Proceedings of Lower House, 
January rrth.) 

Mr. Kawashima Jun, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
Reviving the Trade Tax. He said that of all 
the taxation measures projected by the Go- 
vernment, this required the most careful 
investigation, the incidence of the business 
tax being of manifest importance in respect of 


















[March 14, 1896. 


the development of trade. ‘The Committee had 
devoted their best attention to the Bill, and now 
recommended its adoption, coupled with a@ 
hope that in arranging the details of operation 
the Government would exercise the utmost 
care and discretion. 

The House voted for the Second Reading, 
and, taking it at once, passed the Bill. 

Two Petitions for increased Customs accom- 
modations at Kobe were then submitted by the 
President of the Petitions Committee. The 
petitioners pointed out that whereas the volame 
of goods handled at the Kobe Custom House 
had increased enormously, the Customs accom- 
modation remained exactly what it had always 
been, and it resulted that not only great incon- 
venience was caused but heavy losses also 
were entailed by the exposure of goods to rain 
and storm when piled up without any cover on 
the shore. Moreover, the very limited area of 
the hatoba had the effect of greatly delaying 
the landing of goods, thus involving much 
loss of valuable time. ‘he petitioners prayed 
that the Customs accommodation shall be in- 
creased at once and that a new hatoba should 
be built. 

The House deciined to adopt the Petitions 
on the ground that the objects sought were 
already attained, provision having been made 
in the Budget for the desired improvements. 

The House rose at 3.34 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 6TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 11 a.m., ‘the Order of the 
Day being— 


z.—Report of the President of the Petitions Committee. 

3.—Second Reading of the Public Peace Police Law. 

3-—First Reading of a Bill fur Preventing the Ravages of Noxi- 
ous Insects. 

4-—Petitions. 


Viscount Yuri, on behalf of Petitions Com- 
mittee, reported that the Committee had re- 
ceived 180 petitions since the 13th of February, 
and now recommended 79 of them for adoption, 
these being petitions already presented in pre- 
vious sessions, 

The Second Reading of the Public Peace 
Police Law was then taken. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu opposed the measure. 
He said that a question addressed to the Govern- 
ment Delegates during the session of the Special 
Committee had elicited the fact that the Go- 
vernment had no particular reason for introduc- 
ing such a project of law, but were merely desir- 
ous of putting an end to the perpetual and trou- 
blesome attempts of the Lower House to rescind 
the Peace Preservation Regulations, and the 
Premonition Regulations, which the new law 
was intended to replace. Those two sets of Re- 
gulations had been hastily compiled to meet 
emergencies, and could be as quickly repealed. 
But they were now asked to embody their pro- 
visions inapermanent law. Such a step would 
be most regrettable. Besides, even if the Upper 
House passed the Bill, the Lower would un- 
doubtedly reject it. 

Mr. Suyematsu Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, denied that the statements made by the 
Government Delegates to the Special Committee 
admitted any such construction as Mr. Murata 
had put upon them. No mention whatever 
had been made of troublesome attempts on the 
part of the Lower House to abolish the Regula- 
tions for which the proposed law was to be 
substituted. There were some provisions of 
the Regulations that could no longer be regard- 
ed as essential, but on the whole it was ab- 
solutely essential that a law in the sense 
of that now submited should exist. The 
Government, in introducing the project, were 
influenced solely by a conviction of its need- 
fulness, and not at all by the attitude of 
the Lower House in previous sessions. Mr. 
Murata had spoken of the Peace Preservation 
Regulations and the Premonition Regulations 
as abolishable at a moment's notice. That was 
a misconception. Though promulgated origi- 
nally by Imperial Ordinance, the Regulations 
were now the law of the land, and could not be 
rescinded without recourse to the steps prescrib- 


ed for altering or abolishing any law. 


Baron Watanabe severely criticised the pro- 


posed law as conferring upon the Authorities 
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power that could be arbitrarily and unjustly 
exercised, and called upon the House to reject 
the Bill. 


Viscount Tani had always been opposed to 
the Peace Preservation Regulations and to the 
Premonition Regulations, but he feared that 
under the circumstances of the present time it 
would be impossible to contrive their abolition. 
As for the Bill now before them, however, 
they ought undoubtedly to reject it. Mr. 
Murata had fallen into a grave misconcep- 
tion when he said that the Bill, even 
though passed by the Upper House, would cer- 
tainly be rejected by the Lower. It would not 
be rejected. It would pass. The Government 
and the Liberals were now allies. But the latter 
had always taken the lead in agitating and 
voting for the rescission of the Peace Preser- 
vation and Premonition Regulations, and it was 
impossible for them to abandon that attitude 
now with inconsistency so flagrant as to be ridi- 
culous. It was precisely because of their 
difficulty that the present Bill had been in- 
troduced. They were willing to swallow the 
bitter pill provided that its colour were changed. 
However strongly opposed to the provisions of 
the obnoxious Regulations, they would accept 
the same provisions in thé guise of a law. On 
the other hand, if the Regulations were now 
converted into alaw, not only would they ac- 
quire an element of permanency not possessed 
by the Regulations, but also the discredit of 
having enacted such a measure would be in- 
curred by the House. It would be much better 
to reject the project of law and fall back upon 
the Regulations, against which some successful 
mode or convenient opportunity of fighting 
would doubtless present itself. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu considered that the step 
taken by the Government in introducing this 
Bill was simply putting an angel’s face upon a 
demon. Did the Government really desire the 
Bill to pass, or would they be quile content that 
it should be rejected, and that the Peace Pre- 
servation and Premonition Regulations should 
remain in force. 

Mr. Suyematsn Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, replied that if the Government had not 
wanted the Bill to pass, they would not have 
introduced it. 

A motion to re-commit the Bill was made 
but withdrawn, and the House voted against the 
Second Reading of the Bill. 

The Bill relating to Noxious Insects was 
briefly explained by the Government Delegates, 
and, some questions having been asked and 
answered, the Bill was entrusted to a Special 
Committee. 

The House then adopted eleven petitions 
for presentation to the Government, and rose 
at 12.20 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
2.—Government Bill relating to Payments from the Reserves 

for the 27th Fiscal Year. 
a.—Government Bill relating to Payments from the Surplus Re- 

igi at bul relating toPs ment from the Reserves for 
athe asth Fiscal Year on aacoune of the Tokyo and Osaka 

Arsenals. 
4.—Governmenf Bill relating to Expenditures for the 27th Biscal 


Year in the Special Account and over and above the Budget- 
ary Items. , 
g—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Railway Law. 
6.—Second Reading of a Bill for rescinding portions of the law 
of Public Meeting and Political Association. 
y.—Representatiou relating to the Protection of Life and Pro- 
perty at Sea. ; 
8.—lepresentation for estabilshing a Shinto Department. 


The first four Bills were entrusted to a Special 
Committee without discussion or question. 

Mr. Mochizuki Unai, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
amending the Railway Construction Law, with 
some trifling changes. (Vide Proceedings of 
Lower House, January 15th.) 

The Government Delegate said that since 
the amendments proposed would have the effect 
of augmenting the expenditures for first-period 
railways from 65 million yen to 105 millions, the 
Government considered the measure perilous 
from the point of view of the national finances, 
and must withhold their consent. The con- 
struction of the lines in question did not call 
for such expedition. 

Mr. Hatano Denzaburo pointed out that the 
































a question of degree. 
enumerated in the Bill did not seem to fall 


mittee’s 
ance of preserving the provisions in question. 
He said that some police control must be uni- 
versally admitted to be necessary in the case of 
public meetings, and if such control were ever 
to be exercised, it must be when’ public peace 
and good order were threatened by the proceed- 
ings at a meeting. He agreed, however, that 
the 26th article of the Political Association Law 
should be rescinded; namely, the article for- 
bidding the temporary cOoperation of political 
associations independently registered. 


Government had always associated improved 
transport facilities with increased armaments in 
discussing the country’s defences. Why was it 
now held that the consummation of the former 


essential might be deferred ? 


The Government Delegate replied that it was 
Several of the lines 


within the category of transport facilities closely 


connected with national defences. 


After some further questions, the House voted 


the Second Reading of the Bill, and passed the 
Bill at once. 
House, January 14th.) 


(Vide Proceedings of Lower 


Mr. Hosoi Kiushiro, on behalf of the Special 


Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
rescinding a portion of the Public Meeting and 
Political Association Law, namely, the clause 
empowering the Police to altend at political 
meetings and suspend the meetings if the dis- 
cussion assumed a character calculated to dis- 
turb the public peace, as well as the clause for- 
bidding cdoperation between political associa- 
tions. 


A report presented by the minority of the 


Committee opposed the projected changes, on 
the ground that such provisions were needed, 
and that occasional abuse of a Jaw on the part 
of the police constituted no valid reason for re- 
scinding the law. 


The Government Delegate urged that without 


these provisions the public peace could not be 
preserved. 


Some members pressed the Delegate to say 


whether no abuses of authority had taken place 
on the part of the police, but he declined to 
answer without reference to, and full inquiry 
into, special cases. 


Mr. Kusakari Shimmei opposed the Com- 
report, pointing out the import. 


Mr. Konishi Junnosuke spoke in a similar 


sense, but dwelt more strongly on the un- 
constitutionality of forbidding political parties 
to combine. 


The closure having been put and carried, the 


House voted the Second Reading of the Bill, 
and after a brief discussion passed the Bill 
through both the Second and Third Readings. 


Mr. Sakurai Tsutomu, on behalf of the Special 


Committee, reported in favour of the Represen- 
tion relating to the protection of life and pro- 


perty at sea. The Representation, after briefly 
setting forth the story of modern navigation in 


Japan, the opening of the ports, the build- 


ing of light-houses and the buoying of the 
coast, went on to say that, according to 
statistics, the number of vessels of and above 
50 koku capacity lost in Japanese waters dur- 
ing the past 10 years was 5,124, and the number 
of lives 2,575. Charitable persons, moved by 
this terrible record, had founded a society, pur- 
chased life-boats, and established life-saving 
stations at some ten places, the result being that 
assistance had heen rendered to 205 ships, 
Japanese and foreign, and 893 lives had been 
saved. But the resources procurable from 
private channels for such a purpose were quite 
inadequate. State aid was urgently called for. 
It fell as plainly within the duties of the Ad- 
ministration to provide means of protecting life 
and property within the empire’s territorial 
waters as it did to organize a police force of 
the same purpose on shore. The Government 
lad adopted the recommendations made by the 
Diet in former years as to the advisability of 
encouraging ship-building and navigation. A 
natural corollary of that action was the provid- 
ing of means to save life and property at sea. 

The House adopted the Representation. 

Mr. Kitahara Nobutsuna introduced the Re- 
presentation for the re-establishment of a De- 
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partment(Xwan) for the management of Shinéo 
Affairs. In ancient times an office of that nature 
had stood at the head of all the Departments of 
State, but when the country fell under military 
rule, the office had gradually sunk to a condi- 
tion of insignificance. Yet the Shinfo creed 
was the foundation of the empire and the basis 
of the Imperial Authority. The Sovereign 
himself, to the admiration of the nation, main- 
tained the old forms of worship in sincere in- 
legrity, but the people at large had become 
reprehensively remiss. The only apparent 
means of applying a remedy was to re-esta- 
blish a Shinto Department (Fingt-Kwan). 
It was true that an Ecclesiastical Bureau already 
existed in the Home Department, but it dealt 
with Shinto and Buddhist affairs indiscrimin- 
ately, and could not serve the purpose con- 
templated by the Representation. 

Mr. Hayakawa Ryosuke supported the Re- 
presentation. At present the rank of the various 
Shrines, Kwampet, Kokuhet, and so forth, as 
well as the ceremonials pertaining to them were 
fixed by a Bureau of the Home Office. Con- 
sidering that the matter involved such high 
issues, such an arrangement seemed most in- 
adequate. The worship of the Kams according 
to the SAinéo cult was not a matter of religion: 
it had relation solely to the virtues of loyalty, 
fidelity, and filial piety. The existence and 
practice of such a cult was an honour to the 
country. Hence the necessity for the proposed 
Department. It ought to be presided over by 
the Emperor himself, or by one of the Princes 
of the Blood. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro opposed the Repre- 
sentation. The project embodied was alto- 
gether too vagne, and the language employed 
did not seem becoming. Apparently the idea 
was to re-establish a Department such had 
existed in the early days of the Mesj: era, a 
Department charged with the conduct of ad- 
ministrative and religious duties indiscrimin- 
ately. Such a measure could not be approved. 

The House was counted out at this juncture 
(4.42 p.m.). 


SATURDAY, MARCH 7TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 


The House met at 10,58 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


t.—Supplementary Budget for the agth Fiscal Year. 

a.—Second Reading of a Bill for amending the Law relating to 
the Redemption of Na:ional Bank Notes. 

g.—Second Reading of the Hokkaido Railway Bill. 

4.-—Representation relating to the Establishment of a Museum, 

g.— Representation relating to the Saving of Life at Sea. 


The Supplementary Budget, providing for 
an appropriation of 250,000 yen to purchase 
Articles for use on State Railways, was passed 
without debate. 

The second Bill, having been favourably re- 
ported on by the Special Committee with slight 
amendments, was passed through the Second 
and Third Readings unanimously. (Vide Pro- 
ceeding of Lower House, January 13th.) 

Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, teported in favour of the Hokkaido 
Railway Bill—(osde Proceedings of Upper 
House, February 13th)—the addition of lines 
from Ribetsu in Tokatsa to Nemuro, from 
Atsushi in Kushiro to Nemuro, and from Urio- 
barain Ishikari to Masumo in Teshiwo. 

The House passed the Bill. 

Mr. Tanaka Yoshiwo briefly introduced the 
Representation urging that steps be immediately 
taken for establishing a large museum, at 
which specimens could be permanently shown 
of all the country’s productions and manufac- 
tures. The museums already existing were for 
special purposes and did not satisfy the 
nation’s needs. 

The House passed the Representation. 

A Representation, similar to that adopted on 
the previous day in the House of Representa- 
tives for the preserving of life and property at 
sea, was introduced by Prince Konoye, and 
adopted without debate. 

The House rose at 11.35 a.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES | 
The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


Second Reading of the Registration Tax Bill. 
a.—Second Reading of the Tobacco Monopoly Bill. 
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Representation for establishing a Shinte Department. 
e scnd Reading of a Hill to amend the Law of Election for 
the Lower House. ’ 
§.~ Representation relating to the Guage of Railways. 
6.—Representation relating to the Broad Guage on Railways. 
qe—Representation for establishing # School for Japanese 
Learning at the Public Fxpense. i 
8.—Bill for changing the Boundaries of Provinces. 
9.—~Bill for changing the Boundaries of Osaka City ant Hyogo 
Prefecture. 
Bill 


The Registration Tax was passed 
through its Second and Third Readings as 
amended by the Special Committee, with one 
slight amendment proposed by Mr, Takahashi 
Yasvujji. 

The Tobacco Monopoly Bill was passed 
through its Second and Third Readings, with 
a few amendments. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro concluded his speech 
in opposition to the Representation for esta- 
blishing a Shinto Department. 

Mr. Hayakawa Ryosuke said that Mr. Ko- 
muro was probably the only Japanese that did 
not understand and sympathise with the pro- 
posal contained in the Representation. There 
was no question of religious controversy, still 
less‘of politics. Ths simple object was to es- 
tablish the source of the national virtues, loyalty, 
fidelity, and filial piety. 

The closure having been put and carried, the 
House passed the Representation. 

The Bill for amending the Law of Election 
of Members of the Lower House—(a/de Proceed- 
ings of Lower House, January 1oth)—having 
been favourably reported on by the Special 
Committee, 

Mr. Konishi Tannosuke moved an. amend. 
ment substituting open ballots for closed a. 
elections, the former method being more con 
dusive to absolute freedom of opinion. 

This amendment found no supporters, and 
the House passed the Bill through its Second 
and Third Readings. 

Mr. Nishiyama Shicho introduced the Re- 
presentation relating to the wide guage on rail- 
ways. He said that the question between the 
narrow and the wide guage had long occupied 
the attention of experts in Western countries, 
but all were now aonanimously in favour of the 
broad guage, namely, the 4 ft. 84 inch guage. 
Nevertheless; Japan preserved the 3 ft. 6 in. 
guage, suffering thereby five disadvantages ; first, 
reduced speed; secondly, inferior traction 
power of engines ; thirdly, diminished capacity 
for carrying goods; fourthly, no comparative 
reduction of construction expenses ; and fifthly, 
comparalive increase of working expenses. 
Japan now possessed about 2,200 miles 
of railways. In. the matter of passengers 
and goods traffic her record was still below that 
of England, Belgium, Germany, and Russia, 
but was superior to the records of all other 
European countries. Further, considered from 


the point of view of population and move-|' 


ment of commodites, it was plain that over 
twenty thousand miles of roads would ultimately 
bereqtired. To preserve a faulty system in con- 
structing the remaining 18,000 miles because it 
already existed in the case of 2,000 miles, must 
be called a most shortsighted policy. The 
doubling of the Tokaido line on the narrow 
giiage was about to be undertaken. If this policy 
were maintained, it would surely bea source of 
future regret. Calculations showed that an 
additional outlay of abont 4,600 yen per mile 
would suffice for constructing a line on the 
broad guage. The State Railways measured 580 
miles, approximately ; the private lines 1,530 
miles. The cost of converting them into the 
broad guage would be 12,000 yew per mile, in 
round figures ; that is to say, a total outlay of 
25,600.000 yen approximately. The conver- 
sion could be undertaken gradually, according 
to Convenience, but not another mile of railway 
on the narrow guage should be laid down in 
Japan, and estimates should be prepared and 
presented for the gradual conversion of the 
State roads. 

This Representation, together with the next 
on the same subject, were handed to a Special 
Committee. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro introduced the Re- 
presentation for establishing a School of Japan- 
ese Learning. He claimed that the study of 
the national literature was falling into disuse, 
and that steps must be taken to reviveit. The 


sth 


cost of the proposed measure would be only 
ten thousand yen annually. 

Mr. Saito Ryosuke introduced the next Bill 
the object of which was to transfer the District 
of Akumi from Ugo province to Uzen. 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Nakano Hirotaro introduced the last 
Bill, for transferring the Higashitaui Division 
of Hyogo to the Yoshikawa Division of Osaka. 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 


The House rose at 4.30 p.m. 


MONDAY, MARCH QTH. 
HOUSE OF PRBRS. 
The House met at 10 a.m., the Order of the 
Day being— 
z.—First Reading of the Trades Tax Bill; sent up from Lower 
u e. 
Be Secons Reading of the Bill for the Encouragement of Navi- 
ation. 
3.—Second Reading of the Bill for the Encouragement of Ship- 
building. 
4-—Second Reading of the Bill for granting State Aid to in- 
crease the Salaries of Teachers in Local Schools after long 
service. 


s-—~Second Reading of the Bill relating to Retiring Allowances 
for officials in Public Schools. 


The Minister of State for Finance having 
briefly explained the Trades Tax Bill, it was 
handed to a Special Committee of 15, after 
some questions had been asked and answered. 

Mr. Takei Morimasa, representing the Special 
Committee on the Navigation Encouragement 
Bill, reported that the Committee, though ap- 
proving of the proposal made previously in the 
House, that an increased subsidy be granted to 
ships in Japan, had decided not to insert that 
amendinent lest the resulting necessity of open- 
ing a conference with the Lower House should 
prevent the Bill from being finally enacted dur- 
ing the few days that remained of the session. 
If necessary, the desired amendment could be 
made ina future session. The great point at 
present was that the Bill should become law. 
Hence the Committee recommended it for 
adoption exactly as transmitted from the Lower 
House, 

A long and desultory discassion ensued as to 
the real views of the Committee and the pro- 
priety of omitting au amendment for the reason 
stated, but ultimately the House passed the 
Second and Third Reading of the Bill. (Vide 
Proceedings of Lower House, January 14th.) 

The Bill for the Encouragement of Ship- 
building was also passed through its Second 
and Third Readings, exactly in the form sent up 
from the Lower House. (Vide Proceedings of 
Lower House, January 14th.) 

The House was counted out at 2.12 p.m. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.30 p.m. the Order of 

the Day being— 


rv—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to O; era- 
tions of Foreign Trade outside the Treaty Ports. 
Second Reading of various Government Bills relating to 
changes of Divisional Boundaries. 
#.—Second Reading of Government Bill relating to Officials’ 
Rene Allowances and Gratuities to Families of Decease 
icials. 


The President reported that Mr. Yezaki 
Hitoshi, on his way to the House, had been 
assaulted and received: an injury on the head, 
and that Mr. Hiyakuman Umeji, after a long 
illness, had died. 

The Special Committee reported favourably 
on the Bill relating to Operations of Foreign 
Trade outside the Treaty Ports, and urged the 
House to pass it through its Second and Third 
Readings at once. (Vide Proceedings of House 
of Representatives, March 2nd.) 

Some opposition was made to the Bill on the 
grounds, first, that it involved a transfer of a 
part of the Legislature’s power to the Executive ; 
secondly, that the opening and closing of a 
port for foreign trade involved operations of too 
considerable a character to be thus lightly dealt 
with; thirdly, that the opening of new ports at 
the present juncture might tend to promote 
foreign competition in the coastwise trade ; and 
fourthly that, as the Revised Treaties would 
come into operation in three years, there was 
no occasion to entrust any special port-opening 


competence to the Government at the present 


Google 


time, 


1 | foreign policy. 


The House passed the Second and Third 
Readings of the Bill. 

The Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries having then been dealt with, 

The Bill relating to Retiring Allowances for 
Officials, &c., was then passed without Debate, a 
slight amendment recommended by the Special 
Committee having been adopted. 

The House rose at 2.25 p.m. 


TUESDAY, MARCH IOTH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.15 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—Second Reading of a Government Bill for granting Sta'e 
Aid toincrease the Salaries of Teachers in Local Schools, &c. 

s.—Second Readiny of the Bill relating to Retiring Allowances 
for Officials of Public Schools. 

3.—Second Reading of Bill relating to the Press Law. (Sent up 
from Lower House.) 

4.-—Government Bill for amending the Local School Regula- 
tions; First Reading 

g.—Second Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Special 
Municipal System in Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto. 

6.—Second Reading of Bill for supplementing the Local Go- 
verninent System. 

g—\irst Reading of Bill for amending the Railway Construc- 
tion Law; sent up from Lower House. 

8.—First Reading of Bill for rescinding portious of the Law of 
Public Meeting and Political Association. 


The first Bill led to some discussion, several 
members contending that the Special Commit- 
tee’s investigations had not been sufficient, but 
the House voted the Second and Third Read- 
ings, passing the Bill at once. (Vide Proceed- 
ings of Lower House, January 24th.) 

The Bill relating to Retiring Allowances for 
Officials of Private Schools was passed through 
its Second and Third Readings without discus- 
sion. 

Viscount Yuri, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported that the majority of the Com- 
mittee had voted against all the amendments of 
the Press Law proposed by the Lower House, 
except the abolition of the power of suspension 
and suppression now vested in the Executive. 
The Minister of State for Home A ffairs would thus 
possess competence only to forbid and prevent 
the sale of a journal whose contents were deem- 
ed prejudicial to public peace or good order, 

Mr. Yoshikawa, Acting Minister of State for 
Home Affairs, protested against the complete 
abolition of the power of suspension. He fully 
admitted the value of the press as a vehicle of 
public opinion, but unfortunately it could 
not be claimed for Japanese newspapers that 
they were yet qualified to enjoy complete 
liberty. Speaking from the point of view of 
good order, morality, or foreign relations, 
some newspapers published matter highly de- 
trimental. Often their contents were unfit for 
perusal in the domestic circle; often they invaded 
the realm of private life, violating rights that it 
should be their duty to guard ; often they circa- 
lated gross libels; often they published matter 
incentive to violence or breaches of the peace; 
often they deliberately misled their readers, 
creating a spirit of discontent’ and uneasiness ; 
often they published diplomatic secrets, or 
discussed international questions in a manner 
calculated to serionsly embarrass the empire's: 
The Government desired to 
grant all reasonable liberty, bat its adininistra- 
tive responsibility demanded that it should have 
power to control such abuses. Its policy was 
to proceed gradually in enfranchising the press ; 
to make the liberty enjoyed by journals propor- 
tionate to their established qualifications forsnch 
aprivilege. In obedience to that principlethey . 
had proposed to modify the power of suspension, 
limiting the period to one week, aud providing 
that the cause must always be clearly enunciated. 
But the Lower House, not content with that 
reasonable compromise, had voted to abolish 
the power of suspension altogether. The Go- 
vernment were persuaded that public opinion did 
not endorse such a drastic change, and he now 
learned with regret and surprisé that a majority 
of the Upper House’s Special Committee en- 
dorsed the view of the Lower House in this 
special respect. But even if both Houses voted 
the change, the Government, stariding firm by 
its estimate of its duty, must withhold sanction 
from the law so altered. 

Mr. Watanabe Kyoshi opposed the Com- 
mittee’s report and Mr. Watari Masumoto sup- 
ported it, contending that as the time of sus- 
pension at present did not average mote than 
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a week, the Government's proposal amounted 
to nothing. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu objected strongly to the 
Minister of State’s declaration that under no 
circumstances would the Government consent 
to the total abolition of suspension. He said 
that such a statement was a threat to the House. 

The Minister repudiated all intention of 
making a threat. He had simply felt it his 
duty to inform the House that in submitting 
the Bill for the Emperor's sanction, the Go- 
vernment would feel obliged to accompany it 
with a declaration of their own opinion. 

Mr. Yasuba Howa regretted greatly that this 
solitary provision of law should constitute a 
perpetual source of friction between the two 
Houses, and between the Diet and the Govern- 
ment. There ought to be some means of pre- 
serving public peace without recourse to such 
an unpopular expedient. 

A closed ballot was taken, when 49 votes 
were cast for the amended Bill and 71 against 
it. (Two.members who had their tickets writ- 
ten by the Secretary were ruled to have voted 
illegally, and their votes were not counted.) 

The Bill for amending the Local School Re- 
gulations—a measure relating to the finances 
of the schools—was handed to a Special Com- 
mittee, 

Mr, Yasuba, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported that the Committee once more 
felt obliged to recommend the rejection of the 
Bill for abolishing the Special System of 
Municipal Gavernment in the Three Cities. 
The Lower House voted this Bill session after 
session, on the ground that the system now in 
operation was far from perfect. Doubtless that 
contention was correct. But it seemed to the 
Committee that the situation could not be re- 
solved simply by abolishing the imperfect system. 
What they wanted was a law embodying such 
amendments of the system as would render it 
not only satisfactory to the citizens of the Three 
‘Cities, but also suited to their special circum- 
tances. Constructive legislation must accom- 
pany destructive. 

The House was counted outat this point—3.07 

m0. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The House met at 1.16 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.——Government Bill relating to the Control of Rivers. 

a.—Second Reading of four Government Bills relating to the 
Amending of the Saké Tax Regulations. 

g--Second Reading of the Government Bill for abolishing the 
Tax on the Sale of Cattle and Horses, &c. 
econd Reading of Government Bills for amending the 
Tobacco and Soy Regulations. 

ond Reading of a Bill for abolishing the Import Duty 

on Raw Cotton. 

6.—Second Reading of a Bill for amending the Aleohol Trade 
Tax Regulations. 


The first Bill, a long measure containing over 
70 articles, was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

The Second Reading of the four Government 
Bills relating to the Amendment of the Saké 
Tax Regulations were passed with little debate. 
(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, January 
11th, Numbers 2, 3, 4, and § on the Order of 
the Day.) 

The 3rd and 4th items on the Order, being 
necessitated by the new Taxation measures 
already voted, were passed without debate. 

The Bill for abolishing the Import Duty on 
Raw Cotton was opposed by Mr. Higashiwo 
Heitaro on the ground that it would involve a 
loss of revenue amounting to 530,000 yen an- 
nually ; that the cotton-spinning business was 
already in a highly prosperous condition, and 
that if the Japanese mills could not compete 
with the new Shanghai factories unless this 
paltry concession in the matter of import duties 
were made, they had better abandon the at- 
tempt. 

The House voted for the Second Reading of 
the Bill. 

Mr. Taguchi Ukichi was discussing last Bill 
on the Order (vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, February 5th), when the House was 
counted out at 5.07 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH IITH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 
The House met at 11.10 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 

























defrayed by the City, Town, or Village. 
amount expended, however, shall be charged to 
the cultivators of such fields, and in collecting 
the same, Article CII. of the Municipal Regula- 
tions, and Article CHI. of the Town and Village 


insects, or their appearance being apprehended 
in places not under cultivation, the Prefect or 


tion mentioned in the preceding article, the Pre- 


‘THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


1.—Second Reading of the Bill for Preventing the Ravages of 


Noxious Insects. 


a.—Second Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Special Sys- 


tem of Municipal Government In Tokyo, Osaka and Kyoto. 


3-—-Second Reading of the Bill for supplementing the City Go- 


vernment Law 


4-—First Reading ‘of the Bill for amending the Railway Con- 


struction Law; sent up from the Lower House. 


§-—First Reading of the Bill for rescinding a portion of the 


Public Meeting and Political Association Law. 


6.—Bill relating to Retiring Allowances to Officials, &c., as 


amended by the Lower House. 


The first Bill on the Order was passed through 


its Second and Third Readings, without debate, 
as sent up from the Lower House. 


Prossect or Law Fror DkgSTRUCTION AND 
PREVENTION or Noxious Insgcrs, 
Art. I.—By noxious insects are meant various 
kinds and species of insects that damage agricul- 


tural products. 


Art. IL.—The species of insects deemed neces- 


sary to be either destroyed or prevented from 
doing harm, and the methods required for dealing 


with the same, shall be determined by the Prefect 


or Governor of the locality, subject to the approval 
of the Minister of State for Agriculture and Com- 
merce. 
sects not previously specified, which require the 
adoption of immediate and prompt measures, the 


In case of the appearance of noxious ine 


Prefect or Governor will have power to arrange 


and enforce such temporary measure as is deem- 
ed wecessary for their destruction or prevention. 


In such cases the Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Commerce shall be immediately acquainted 
with the step taken by the Governor. 

Art. III.—In cases of noxious insects appear- 
ing in any field under cultivation, or when their 
appearance is apprehended, the Prefect or Go- 
vernor shall fix beforehand a period during which 
the cullivators shall be required to take measures 
for the destruction or prevention of damage by 


such insects. 


Should the cultivators fail to take these measures, 


the Prefect or Governor may order preventive or 


destructive measures to be taken and the expenses 


The 


Regulations shall apply. 
Art, [V.—In case of damage being done by 


Governor shall take steps for their destruction or 
prevention, and defray the expenses out of the 
City, Town, or Village funds. 

Ait. V.~In ordering the des(ruction or prevene 


fect or Governor may cause the City, Town, or 
Village to make the cultivators or owners con- 
cerned, or a portion thereof, supply the labour 
necessary for the work. 

The supply of labour for the work shall be re- 
guilated by the circumstances of each case. 

The supply of labour for the work shall be in 
proportion to the size of the field under cultivation, 
or to the taxable value of the same. 

The providing of labour for the work may be 
borne, in respective proportion, by the labourers, 
or tenant cultivators, or the owners of the land.. 

In cases coming under this Article, Article 
CXIII. of the Municipal Regulations, and Art. 
CXXVII. of the Town and Village Regulations 
shall not apply. 

Art. VI.—Whien it is deemed necessary that de- 
structive or preventive of measures be taken, the 
Prefect or Governor may require ditches to be dug 
at the expense of the City, Town, or Village, and 
he may cause agricultural products, straw stacks, 
stumps, and weeds to be either removed or burnt. 

In cases coming under this Article, the provi- 
sion of Art. V. shall apply. 

Act. VII.—Sufferers by damage occasioned 
through the necessary measures adopted for pre- 
vention or destruction of noxious insects shall not 
be entitled to recover the sate. 

Act. VIIL—Neither the owners, caretakers, 
nor the users of the land are entitled to refuse 
entrance to their land either by Government 
officials, or by those acting under their instructions, 
for the purpose of applying destructive and pre- 
ventive measures sanctioned by this Law. 

Art. [X.—In case of necessity the Prefect, Gos 
vernor, oc Chief of the Division, may provide a 
portion of the expenses incurred under Arts. IPI, 
[V., and VI. out of the City or Prefectural Taxes 
(Local Taxes) or the Divisional Expenses, or 
supply instruments necessary for the purpose. 

Art. X.—The Prefect or Governor can apply 
this law, subject to the approval of the Minister 
of State for Agriculture and Commerce, to 
creatures other than noxious insects which are 
proved to be injurious or are likely to cause 
damage, to Agricultural products. 

Act. XI.—=When Act. III. of this Law is ap- 
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plied, persons that fail to obey the instructions of 
the Prefect or Governor, shall be liable to a fine of 
not less than five sen and not exceeding one yen 
ninety-five sen, or a penalty of detention of not less 
than one day and not more than ten days. 

Aut. XI1.—Persons that offer obstruction to the 
actions of Government officials, or persons acting 
under their instcuctions, as provided in Arts. VI. 
and VIII. of this Law, shall be liable to a fine of 
wot less than two yes and not exceeding twenty 
yen, or to major imprisonment of not less than 
eleven days and not more than twenty days. 

Ait. XIIL—This Law shall not be enforced in 
the Hokkaido, Okinawa Prefecture, and islands 
where the Municipal Regulations and Town and 
Village Regulations are not in force. Special 
decrees shall be issued for such places. 

Art. XIV.—This Law shall come into force on 
and after the 1st day of the 4th month of the 29th 
year of Mes7s (April 1st, 1896). 

The discussion of the Bill for abolishing the 
Special Municipal System in the Three Cities, 
was resumed from the preceding day, and the 
House, without further debate, voted against the 
Second Reading. The third Bill on the Order, 
being a corollary to the above, was also rejected. 

Mr. Yamawaki Gen moved that the Bill for 
amending the Railway Construction Law be 
struck off the Order. This was a private Bill, 
but a Government Bill on the same subject 
was still under consideration by the two Houses, 
and the Standing Orders forbad that a Bill 
should be introduced in either House while any 
cognate measure was under discussion by the 
other. 

Some discussion ensued on this point, certain 
members advising that the matter be left in the 
hands of the President; others that not only 
should the Bill be struck off, but also a remon- 
strance be addressed to the Lower House for 
sending it up. 

The House voted for striking off the Bill. 

The Bill for rescinding portions of the Public 
Meeting and Political Association Law was 
handed to a Special Committee. 

The House agreed to the amendments made 


by the Representatives in the Bill relating to 
Retiring Allowances of Officials, &c., and rose 


at 12,05 p.m. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.15 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z~Government Bill for altering the Railway Construction 
Law as amended by the Upper House. 

3.~—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Examin. 
ation of Horses. 

g.—Second Reading of the four Saké Tax Bills, and the core 
related Hill for amending Imperial Crdinance No. 6: of the 
rgth year of Afeizi. : 

4-—Second Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Import Duty 
on Raw Cotton. 

g—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Industrial En- 
couragement Bank of Japan. 

6.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to an Agriculture and 
Manufactures Bank. ; 

ye=Second Reading of the Bill relating to Aid to the Bank of 
Agriculture and Manufactures. 

8,—Second Reading of a Bill relating to alterations in the 

urisdiction of District Courts. 

g—Second Readings of various Bills relating to changes of 
Divisional Boundaries. 

10.~Second Reading of the Alcohol Trade Tax Bill. 


The Managers of the House reported that the 
Conference of the two Houses, by a majority of 
1, had rejected the amendments of the Peers 
and adopted those of the Representatives in the 
Government Bill for changing the Railway 
Construction Law. (Vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, January 14th.) 

The House endorsed the decision of the Con- 
feréncé, thus rejecting the Government pro- 
posal to extend the Central State Line from 
Hachiwoji to Kanagawa. 

The Billrelating to the Examination of Horses 
was introduced by a Government Delegate. 
Its object was to make better provision for the 
supply of Horses for military purposes. Exami- 
nation of horses was to be made once each year, 
in the first place by Headmen of Urban and 
Rural Districts and Divisions; in the second, 
by Government officials. Persons possessing 
horses suitable for military service were to report 
the fact to the local officials, and were to 
bring the horses for inspection when required, 
due allowance being made to them for the out- 
lay incurred, and certificates being given to 
owners of horses unfit for service. Provision 
was also made as to the officials charged with 
the duty of inspection under various circum- 
stances, and the Law was to go into force from 


April rst, 1897. 
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_ placards in various parts of that district, saying 
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an appointment, but that should the King give 
the order from his own Palace, obedience might 
be counted on. S6 is one of the most progres- 
sive statesmen in Korea, to which he return- 
ed only last year from a long stay in America. 
He is on very friendly terms with the American 
Minister, by whom he is protected. He is, more- 
over, one of the most influential members of 
what is called the ‘‘ English Language Party,’ 
a faction that may also be designated the “ pro- 
American Party.” Through the medium of his 
patron, the American Minister, S6 has repeatedly 
remonstrated with the Cabinet on account of 
its glaring abuse of power, as well as its unjust 
and sanguinary proceedings against its rivals. A 
few days ago, when S6 was received in audience 
by the King, he boldly submitted his views as to 
the urgent necessity for his Sovereign’s departure 
from the Russian Legation, and when the ‘three 
Li” opposed his representation, S6 excitedly 
asked whether they could sincerely consider it 
an act of loyalty to approve of the King’s taking 
refuge in a foreign Legation; and whether they 
did not think it a matter of imperative neces- 
sity that the anxiety of faithful subjects about 
the safety of their Sovereign should be relieved 
as quickly as possible. S6 then left the pre- 
sence of the King, and is said to have refrained 
from visiting the Legation again. It is alleged 
that the ‘three Li” are secretly incensed 
against S6, but that, in deference to the Ameri- 
can Minister, they cannot deal with him as they 
desire. In fact, after a short while, the Go- 
vernment faction will be deprived of the pretext 
that they advance asanexcuse forthe King’s con- 
tinued refuge under the roof of the Russian Lega- 
tion, Their pretext is that the King must not live 
in the Palace so long as Japanese troops are 
quartered in front of it. It was in compliance 
with the special request of the Korean Govern- 
ment of the time that part of the Japanese troops 
in Séul were quartered in close proximity to 
the Palace. However, Japan having neither 
inclination nor occasion to have any of her 
troops quartered near the Palace, there was 
talk, even in Count Inouye'’s time, of the ad- 


The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

The Saké Tax Bills were passed through 
their Second and Third Readings with some 
amendments. 

The Bill for abolishing the Import Duty on 
Raw Cotton was passed without further debate. 

The House was counted out at 5.30 p.m. 
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KOREAN NEWS. 
iaininn 
March 12. 

Another batch of correspondence from S6ul 
appears in the vernacular press, the letters 
covering events up to the 3rd instant. 

The opinion that the King must be escort- 
ed back to the Palace, is growing more and 
more confirmed in influential circles. Several 
literati have already addressed a petition to 
the King to that effect, and another far more 
influential body, namely, the leading citizens 
of Séul, are discussing the advisability of tak- 
ing a similar step. All advocates of the 
King’s speedy return to his own palace 
contend that a foreign Legation being beyond 
the pale of the jurisdiction of the country, 
the residence of the King in the Russian Lega- 
tion practically amounts to his absence fiom 
his own dominions. But however just such an 
idea may be, when its originators posted a notice 
to that effect in the various parts of the city, 
with the object of appealing to the patriutic 
sentiments of the public, they were arrested 
and taken to the Police Board, there to be 
treated in a most unusual manner. For, after 
supplying them with refreshments, the Police 
inspectors explained that their action had 
caused the Government considerable embar- 
rassment, and urged them to refrain from any- 
thing of the kind in future. This singular 
appeal on the part of the Police did not produce 
much effect. The leading citizens of S6ul are 
said to have despatched delegates to the Russian 
Legation to pray for the King’s return. The 
Coart and the Government can scarcely afford to 
neglect the appeal of these wealthy citizens who 
are habitually expected to supply funds in times 
of official need. At the present juncture, it is 
especially important for the Government to 
keep on good terms with the Sdul merchants, 
for to collect taxes in the provinces being out 
of the question on account of the prevailing 
disturbances, the Treasury will be obliged, 
sooner or later, to have recourse to the citizens. 
The Government are at a loss now to exorcise 
the evil spirits they have conjured, and are 
moreover greatly embarrassed by the tumult 
that their so-called ‘‘ patriotic soldiers” are 
crealing in the provinces, despile the sooth- 
ing proclamations issued in quick succession 
by the ‘Royal Rescript Cabinet.” The van 
of the insurgents that have their head-quarters 
established at Y6-ju, has pushed forward as 
far as Ho-yang, some 10 miles north of the 
capital. The rebels are said to have posted 


other place, and rumour says that the change 
will now be made, the position chosen being the 
vicinity of Ni-Y6ng, where the residence of the 
Prince-Parent is situated. It can not be pre- 
dicted with any certainty whether the removal 
of the Japanese troops from their present 
quarters will be followed by the return of the 
King to the Palace, asthe three Li pretend ; but 
it is expected that the re-entry of the King into 
the Palace will be the signal for the downfall 
of the present Cabinet, and for a radical change 
in the political situation generally. 


A strange and wholly incredible statement is 
made in connection with the residence of the 
King in the Russian Legation, namely, that the 
Korean Government is under agreement to pay 
arent of 8 yen per diem for the rooms occupied 
by the King and the Cabinet Ministers. 


he American Minister is employing his 
eat influence in the cause of clemency and 
right. The ex-Vice Minister of Justice and 
twelve others lately arrested on a_ charge 
of complicity with the affair of October 8th 
were brought up for preliminary examination 
on the 27th ult. The presiding judge being the 
Vice- Minister of Justice, for Li Pom-chin, though 
he ought to have presided at the examination, 
did not venture to leave his asylum in the Russian 
Legation. Having regard to the barbarous and 
lawless proceedings of the present Cabinet 
against its political enemies, the American 
Minister asked the Government to allow Mr. 
Greathouse to take part in the proceedings. 
Though this was conceded, the bratality of the 
judges is said to have been as marked as usual. 
The correspondent of the Poméiurt gives a 
shocking account of the treatment to which 
the accused were subjected at the hands of 
their judges. One, two, or three defendants 
i generally examined at the same time, and 


that the removal of the King to a foreign Lega- 
tion is a grave national disgrace, and that, there- 
fore, the Government officials responsible for 
persuading the Sovereign to enter the Russian 
Legation should be put to death; after which 
all foreigners must be driven from the country. 
That the Government are considerably perturbed 
by this sudden change of attitude on the part of 
the rebels, goes without saying, for they cannot 
depend upon the regular soldiers, these being 
attached by strong tiesto the overthrown Cabinet. 
The entry of the insurgents into the capital 
would probably be followed by the down-fall of 
the unstable Government. Kiia Pydng-Si, S6 
Tai-phil, a Privy Councillor, and the Vice-Mini- 
ster of Education, strongly urge the necessity of 
the King’s return, Kim still persists in keep- 
ing out of the Cabinet, though he has been re- 
pealedly urged by the “ three Li” to assume the 
Premiership. The other day, when the King 
sent for him and personally pressed him to ac- 
cept the offered seat, the aged statesman courte- 
ously but emphatically declined. He further 
observed that a foreign Legation was not the 
place where the King ought to appoint a Mini- 
ster, or where a Minister ought to accept such 


‘When, to a question put by the judges, they give 
negative reply, their feet are twisted in stocks, 
nd the jailers simultaneously beat them on 
‘Nhe neck and cheeks with iron rods. It is still 
orse when an accused person ventures to pro- 


Google 


visability of removing the barracks to some]: 


test against a query addressed to him by his 
examiners. The jailers then thrust an iron 
rod into his month, and twist it about so as to 
cause copious bleeding and even the break- 
ing of teeth. The same correspondent says 
that already one, some say two, of the unfor- 
tunate defendants have died in prison from the 
brutality to which they have been subjected, and 
that should the present cruel mode of examina- 
tion be continued for any long while all the 
rest will share the same fate. But though this 
account is said to have been supplied by an 
eye-witness it seems to be greatly exaggerated. 

The arrival of British men-of-war in Port 
Hamilton is reported by certain correspondents 
as an actual fact. They say that two of the 
squadron lying in Nagasaki proceeded to that is- 
land on the 14th ultimo, and that, while one of 
the two is anchored there, the other is busily 
occupied sounding the coast, and obtaining 
water and fuel. 

Mr. McLeavy Brown, an English gentleman 
formerly employed by the Korean Government 
at its Ninsen Customs Office, was appointed 
Adviser to the Department of Finance on the 1st 
inst.,and such power is said be vested in him that 
his consent is an essential preliminary to any 
outlay from or receipt into the Treasury. It 
is indeed high time to take suitable steps for the 
re-adjusiment of the little Kingdom’s finances. 
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Brought into a state of cosmos from chaos by the | 


strenuous efforts of the lamented ex-Minister of 
Finance and his able Japanese adviser, Mr. 
Nio, the national economy has been again 
thrown into confusion by the new Government. 
It is said that when the latter came into power, 
they found above a million yen surplus in the 
central Treasury, but the money has now totally 
disappeared. 
at present 5 Japanese advisers of the Korean 
Government, 16 assistants, and 25 employés. 
Shortly after the downfall of the Kim Cabinet, 
all these Japanese consutled as to whether they 


It may be noted here there are / 


ought to resign or to continue in the Korean ; 
g , 


service as before, and by a small majority they ° 
decided to adopt the latter course. 

In a letter from Séul, translated in these 
columns a few weeks ago, reference was made 
toa detachment of 9 Japanese soldiers and tele- 
graph coolies who set out from head-quarters in 
W6nsan to inspect the condition of the telegraph 
in the neighbourhood of thattown. One of the 
coolies returned some days afterwards in a ter- 
ribly emaciated condition, and reported that 
the detachment had encountered an overwhelm- 
ing force of insurgents. A party thereupon set 
out under Sub-Lieutenant Tani and discovered 
the mutilated remains of the other eight in a 
mountain pass at Chhdl-yéng, Kang-w6n-do. 
The Sub-Lieutenant’s detachment also fell in 
with considerable number of rebels, but by skil- 
ful manceuvering succeeded in routing them 
without firing a shot. 


CHINA NEWS. 


March rrth. 

The statement, for which the W.-C. Daily 
News was responsible, that expectant Taotai Lo 
Féng-lo had been impeached, and that the Em- 
peror had sent emissaries to make inquiries 
on the spot, turns out to be quite incorrect. 
Mr. Lo, one of the ex-Viceroy L.i’s greatest 
favourites and a man of exceptional ability, 
could scarcely have fallen under the displeasure 
of the Throne while Li retained any influence. 
Hence the Shanghai journal's news would have 
had much vicarious importance, if true. Hap- 
pily it is false. Mr. Lo has been appointed 
First Secretary of the Mission to Russia. 

There seems to be some chance of the re- 
suscitation of the Reform Club in Pekin. 
Denounced by one of the Censors, it was 
broken up by the Emperor's order. But an- 
other Censor has memorialized in its favour, and 
it may now be taken under the wing of official- 
dom, with a grant of ten thousand taels yearly. 
People are beginning to ask whether reform was 
its genuine object. The leading members are 
said to have been middle-aged scholars, living 
on small incomes, seeing virtually no prospect 
of officialemployment, restless and discontented. 
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Change was probably what they sought, not re- 
form. Everything pointing to improvement in 
China is welcomed with enthusiasm by foreign 
observers. But the same end awaits ail efforts. 
They prove ansubstantial, or fail for lack of 
support. 

Little is heard now of the Mohammedan in- 
surrection in Kansu, but certainly it is not 
quelled. Such rumours as find their way to 
the outside world by the arduous routes of com- 
munication from the interior of the huge Chi- 
nese empire in winter, tell of great suffering 
among the people, and the massing of large 
bodies of Government troops in the province. 
The coming of spring will probably renew the 
combat. 

The use of the hypodermic needle for inject. 
ing morphia is said to be coming into wide 
vogue in China. Quack doctors lead the people 
to believe that the old fashioned opium habit 
can be cured by this new manner of using the 
drug. Thus one noxious custom is replaced 
by another, even more hurtful. Great profits 
are realized by selling needles and bottles of 
the liquid drug to wealthy but ignorant folks, 

“ The Pekin Government has conferred the 
Order of the Double Dragon upon the surgeons 
and others that took active part in Red-Cross 
work in Tientsin, Newchwang, and Chefoo, 
during the War with Japan. The lady physi- 
cians and Sisters of, Mercy have been rewarded 
with Imperial Complimentary Tablets. Among 


ATTEMPTED MURDER ON THE 


BLUFF. 
———_——_____ 

A shocking affair occurred at No. 179, Bluff, 
Yokohama (in the occupation of Mrs. Gray), 
about half-past seven o’clock on the evening of 
the roth inst. A Japanese woman, named Ta- 
naka Taka, 33 years of age, is in the employ of 
Mrs. Gray, but previous to entering her service 
she married Tsujiyama Kyubei, 51 years of age, 
of Odawara, Owing to poverty they agreed to 
separate, and the woman has since lived at No. 
179, and the man at Hanasakicho. Lately Tsuji- 
yama proposed that they should resume their 
marital relations, but Taka declined. Several 
times these proposals were renewed, but without 
success, and the rebuffs so constantly received 
greatly angered the man. On Tuesday the crisis 
wasreached. Tsujiyama went, early in the even- 
ing to No. 179, and found his wife in the kitchen. 
He called her outside and then, without any pre- 
liminary warning, cut at her with a deba-bocho (a 
long knife) which he had evidently brought 
with him for the purpose. The poor woman 
was cut thirteen times on the left arm, five 
times on the back of her head, once on the face, 
and once on the right arm. Faint and bleed- 
ing profusely, she sank to the ground, and 
the man thinking that he had obtained his 
object—her death—left the premises and made 
his way to the Bluff Police Station. Here 
he confessed to his crime and constables and 




















































ACCIDENT ON BOARD A FAPANESE 
MAN-OF-WAR. 
—___+—_@—______. 

On the 3rd inst., owing to an explosion of 
turpentine on board the I.J.S. Jsum:, now moor- 
ed off Shinagawa, one officer and one sailor 
were killed, and six sailors were seriously 
wonnded. Turpentine carried by men-of-war 
is generallygstored in a room on the upper 
deck ; but in the Jsums Kan, when she came 
over from Chili, the substance was kept on the 
lower deck, no accommodation existing for it 
onthe upper. This being thought dangerous, 
the necessity of rearrangement was often 
discussed by the Captain. The dockyards, 
however, being occupied with other urgent re- 
pairs, the position of the turpentine store-room 
remained unchanged. On the morning of the 
accident ten sailors, under the command of 
Sub-Lieut, Tanaka, were engaged cleaning the 
vessel. The room where the turpentine cans 
and the apparatus used for painting were kept, 
was also cleaned, and, as the party was going out, 
one of the cans exploded with a loud detonation, 
owing, probably, to the heat of a safety lamp 
carried by a seaman. The crew off duty were 
thrown into great confusion, as it was at first 
feared that the powder magazine had exploded, 
so loud was the sound. The alarm having 
been given by a sailor who happened to be near 
the place of the explosion, the crew off duty 
hastened to the spot. They found the officer 


the so-called ‘‘ Red-Cross” recipieuts of the 
Double Dragon are the two doctors that attend- 
ed the Viceroy Li at Shimonoseki. It was 


necessary to make the Red Cross a pretext, for 


the name ‘“Shimonoseki” sounded ill in Pekin 
ears. 
It is alleged that Li Hung-chang’s visit to 


Russia will be made the occasion for carrying 


on negotialions with reference to the surrender 
of Kiaochow Bay to Russia for 20 years asa 
naval station. 

A correspondent of the W.-C. Daily News 
makes a curious and scarcely credible state- 
ment about Mukden. He says that when mem- 
bers of the Imperial Family in Pekin commit a 
crime—are there so many members and do 
they so frequently become criminal ?—they 
are banished to Mukden and an allow- 
ance of some four taels per month is made 
to them. In order eke out this totally 
insufficient pittance, they become pawn- 
bookers for the poorer classes, who can obtain 
no accommodation at the regular pawn-shops. 
The exiles, being members of the Imperial 
Family, can defy the law which fixes 3 per 
cent. monthly as the limit of interests on loans. 
They charge interest at the rate of goo per cent. 
annually, and the articles lodged as security 
become forfeited in two months. 

Liu Kun-yi has arrived at Nanking and taken 
over the Viceregal seals. The great Chang 
Chih-tung, hitherto Viceroy, proceeds to 
Wuchang. 

An apparently genuine effort to organize a 
serviceable army is being made in one part of 
China, at any rate. Twenty-five thousand re- 
cruits are invited to join in the province of 
Shangtung. They must satisfy ordinary physi- 
cal tests, must not smoke opium, and must be 
guaranteed by responsible neighbours to be of 
good character, They are offered fairly good 
pay and a furlough of 3 months on full pay 
after 3 years’ service. Further, if aman dies in 
barracks, an allowance of ro taels will be made 
for his funeral expenses, and if he dies on 
the field of battle, 2 years’ full pay will be 
given to his family. The wounded are to be 
cared for, and given allowances for their 
wounds, and desertion and looting are to be 
punished by death. If such a programme be 
carried out, and competent drill instructors 
be employed, there is no reason why China 
should not have a good army. 
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judicial authorities were at once despatched to 
the scene of the outrage. They found that the 
woman had been already succoured by the 
inmates of No. 179. She still remains there, 
but her recovery is despaired of. The man was 
sent to the Chiho Saibansho. 
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“FIN DU SIECLE” HOUSEBREAKING. 
——__—____ 


A very refined fashion of burglary has just 
been attempted in Tokyo. A smartly dressed 
and apparently cultured Japanese, wearing, 
inter alia, a particularly up-to-date ulster, 
called at the house of a certain well-known re- 
sident of Tokyo, and informed the servant that 
he had come by appointment to meet a certain 
other well-known resident of Tokyo, whose 
advent might be expected at an hour then very 
near. He was admitted without suspicion, and 
being shown into a study, quickly possessed 
himself of a clock, a pair of gloves, (!) and 
some other trifles. Having waited for a time, 
he intimated a fear that some mistake had been 
made about the rendezvous, and took his de- 
parture. But by chance the absence of the 
clock attracted the servant’s attention before the 
visitor had passed out of reach. He was 
seized, conducted back, and the purloined 
articles being found in his possession—though 
with great adroitness he managed to thrust the 
clock under a chair—the servants gratified their 
private pique by administering to him a sound 
drubbing pending the arrival of the police. A 
pretty feature of the incident is that the well- 
known foreign resident indicated as the vis-d- 
vis in the imaginary appointment had been 
relieved of one or two new ulsters during the 
previous twelvemonth, and it is naturally con- 
jectured that his pretended interviewer wore one 
of the missing garments when he made the 
clock-lifting essay. 


apparently dead, and the body of a third-class 
marine converted into a charred mass, his 
head shattered to pieces, as if by the impact of 
some hard substance. Six others were lying 
terribly burned. The officer had been thrown 
with such force against the upper deck, that the 
seams of his clothes had produced distinct im- 
pressions on the surface of the wood. The lower 
half of his body was completely charred, and 
his legs were smashed in five or six places. He 
and the six wounded men were carried to the 
charity Hospital at Atagoshita and received 
every attention, But the Lieutenant’s case was 
hopeless. He expired about 12 hours afterwards, 
As he lay dying, he expressed bitter regret that 
he had not perished in the battle of the Yellow 
Sea, where he greatly distinguished himself, 











THE BRITISH NAVAL PROGRAMME, 
+> 


A telegram received on the 6th instant from 
London says that the new war vessels which the 
British Admiralty proposes to build are :— 

5 Line-of-battle ships. 
13 Cruisers. 
28 Torpedo-boat Destroyers. 


It is added that the new Naval armament is 
estimated to cost 2} millions sterling. It has 
been rumoured in Japan that the naval ap- 
propriation of 14 millions sterling demanded, 
according to Reuter, for the incoming fiscal 
year, is anerror, the amount asked for being 
really much larger. Of course the list of ships 
given above is not sufficiently detailed to enable 
us to form any definite estimate of their cost, 
but, speaking roughly, they seem to represent 
just such an addition to the Navy as would be 
consistent with the appropriation mentioned by 
Reuter. Moreover, we fail to see any probability 
of Reuter’s being mistaken in such a matter. 




















BALL IN TOKYO. 
aes LOSS OF A‘ SHELL" LINE STEAMER. 


——_—_———_@—_-____ 


We are informed by the Agents, Messrs. 
Samuel Samuel & Co., that they have received 
telegraphic intelligence of the total loss, on 
Cape Varela, of the ‘‘ Shell” steamer Spondilus. 
All the crew are safe. This vessel left here on 
the 16th ult., bound for London and Hamburg, 
vid ports. Cape Varela, on which there is no 
light, isthe most prominent point on the coast 
of Siam lying directly south of the island of 
Hainan. The neighbourhood of this cape is 
well known as a stormy place and is subject to 
fogs. The Spondilus was a vessel 4,200 tons, 
and was in command of Captain Edwards. 


Marquis and Marchioness Tokugawa, who 
are on the eve of starting for Europe to attend 
the Coronation of the Czar, gave a farewell ball 
at the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, on the 5th inst. 
His Imperial Highness Prince Fushimi was 
present, as were several of the Ministers of 
State, the members of the Foreign Corps Di- 
plomatique, and a number of high Japanese 
officials, as well as the leading foreign residents 
of Tokyo. The programme of dancés was not 
long, and the grand salon of the Hotel afforded 
ample space for the somewhat small number of 
dancers. Supper was served at half-past eleven, 
and theparty broke up an hour later after a most 
enjoyable evening. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


—_—_¢—__—_- 

{Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 

sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre 

spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 





COLONEL WRIGHT’S CONTRADICTION 


To THE Epiror oF THE “‘ JAPAN Mai.” 

S1r,—In your issue of the 4th instant a letter is 
published from Mr. E. Weight, the colonel com- 
manding the Salvation Army in Japan, defending 
himself from the alleged charge of having ‘‘ cast 
two officers adrift, destitute and penniless, here 
12,000 miles from home.” 

In a private communication to me, Mr. Weight 
asserts that he holds me mainly responsible for 
the circulation of this ‘serious reflection on lis 
administration as the Leader of the Salvation 
Army in this conatry.” 

Ihave no desire to say anything in disparage- 
ment of the orgatization which Mr, Wright se- 
presents, or to criticise his methods of manage- 
ment in any way ; but since he has chosen to bring 
the subject before the public, I shall be excused 
for requesting you to insert the enclosed state- 
ment of the case prepared by the person chiefly 
concerned, and countersigned by two of his com- 
panious who have likewise been compelled to 
sever their relations with the Salvation Army in 
Japan. 

I may further observe that in the endeavour to 
relieve Mr.and Mrs. Goslin I did not act alone, 
His first appeal was to me, but no steps were 
taken until after the question had been investipated 
by a number of persons whose view of the matter 
so far differed from that of the British Vice-Consul 
that they concluded to collect a sufficient sum of 
money to pay the passage of Mr. Goslin and his 
wife to England. 


The leading facts contained in the statement 
which I offer herewith, were submitted to Mr. 
Wright, who acknowledged that the declarations 
in respect to the occupation of a six mat room by 
two married couples anda child, the pecuniary 
allowances to his subordinates, and his own per- 
sonal expenditure were entirely correct. Neither 
I nor any of my associates helping Mr. and Mrs, 
Goslin had, or have, the slightest intention of con- 
cerning ourselves with the troubles or trials of 
the Salvation Acmy. We were asked to relieve q 
case of distress, and extricate two unfortunate 
persons from a painful position; and we consider- 
ed it our duty not to reject the appeal. We could 
not, however, have performed this act of charity 
without the generous codperation of many kindly 
disposed members of the Yokohama and Tokyo 
communities, among whom, it is proper to’mention 
was the British Vice-Consul referred to in Mr. 
Wiiglw’s letter, 

As regards the imputation that I have circulat- 
ed a fictitious “story” to the discredit of Mr. 
Wright, oc his administration, I have only to 
remark that the contributors to the ‘relief 
fund,” with whom alone I have conversed on the 
subject, can testify that it is absolutely without 
foundation. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

W. JNO. WHITE. 


6, Tsukiji, Tokyo, March 5th, 1896. 


Tokyo, February 17th, 1896. 

Just over five months ago we landed in Tokyo in 
company with nine other Salvation Army officers, with 
Colonel Wright as leader. Only one small house was 
taken in Tsukiji, in consequence of which, Ensign 
and Mrs. Payne, with their little boy, and my wife 
and I, were compelled to sleep in one small room of 
six mats. Added to this degradation was the wretch- 
ed and insufficient food provided for us, a poor, thin, 
unsubstantial stew made with a little meat, potatoes, 
and onions with servings of rice, meal after meal, was 
the chief and almost only article of diet obtainable. 
Fortunately, however, we had at this time a few yen of 
our own, the Paynes had even a few more than our. 
selves, and we were able thus to have one or two 
clandestine meals per day, whilst the money lasted, 
not daring to make this fact known lest we should be 
put down immediately as ‘ lacking in consecration.” 
‘The inevitable, however, to this mode of living, came 
on acertain day about 3 weeks after our arrival, when 
Mrs. Colonel Wright and I were stricken down with 
cholera. Although I was only in the room above that 
in which Mrs. Wright lay, Dr. McDonald had called 
three times before his attention was directed to me, 
and even then it was my own wife who sought him to 
attend tome, Col. Wright knew all this and yet he 
did not come upstairs to see me or make any enquiries 
for 3 days. ‘This attack left me very weak internally, 
so that ever since, more or less, I have suffered ac- 
cutely from neuralgia in the abdomen. A few days 
after my recovery, we started our first meetings in a 
mall Music Hall, in Shiba, but apart from this, there 
was practically nothing being done to take hold of the 
country, and Col. Wright seemed so utterly unable 















yen each per week, for food and clothes.) 





either to do anything himself or to suggest something 
of an aggressive character for us to do ; moreover, he 
so isolated himself from us and failed to take counsel 


with us, that one night the climax was reached, 
when .every member of the party, begged Ensign 
Payne and myself to lay before the Colonel our 
feelings and to ask him if we could. assist him 
in any way. This he resented, and from that mo- 
ment both Ensign Payne, and I were treated with 
the utmost coldness and officiality, which Colonel 
Wright himself, a few days ago, when I reminded 
him of it, admitted it was the showing forth of his 
“ official displeasure.” After living together for a 
month or more, as a party, part of which time, Mrs. 
Wright was kindly entertained by one of the Mission- 
aries (whilst we were forbidden to associate with 
them), we were sent to live in separate Japanese 
houses, with an allowance of slightly over 2 yen per 
week. (It has now been definitely decided to allow 2 
This we 
found.we could not possibly live upon, and for this and 
other important reasons, we asked to be recalled to 
England. We were refused this, although in coming, 
we were told that if we did not like the people, to ask 
for arecall. And wewere told we must goto Aus- 
tralia and there by many years service ‘* Wipe out our 
discreditable failure in this country.” We were also 
asked to give a written assurance to do this, so that 
if once we landed there under this ban, there would 
be no escape from the yoke whatever. ‘This we re- 
fused to do, and were told there was no further help or 
assistance for us, and that all we could do now was to 
resign, With sad hearts we were compelled to send 
in our resignation, as for many years we have been 
both happy and useful in the Salvation Army, 

All this is said not to reflect on the Salvation Army, 
but to show forth the coldehearted officialism and 
high-handedness of Colonel Wright, and I may add 
his inconsistancy, for whilst he has striven to force the 
above conditions of life upon us, he himself is living 
on European lines and is paying his cook 10 yer per 
month. 

Ensign and Mrs, Payne who, unable to stand such 
treatment, left 3 months ago, can corroborate these 


things. 
(Signed) 
(Countersigned) 


WaAttsrR GOSLIN. 


Tuos, PAYNE, 
EveLyng Payng, 





THE TRUE SCIENCE OF LIVING. 


To THe Epitor oF THE ‘‘ JAPAN Matt.” 

Sir,—I have not only been benefited myself, 
but have seen the good effects in others of the 
method which is expounded in Dr. Dewey’s * True 
Science of Living,’’ so that I venture to send you 
a condensation of the introduction to the book by 
Dr. Geo. F. Pentecost of London. Dr. Pentecost 
gives this account of himself. 

‘ For forty years [ have been a miserable vic- 
tim of sick headache, induced by a kind of indi- 
gestion, by a torpid liver, by this and that, as I 
have been told by many physicians” * * * # 
“T have tried dieting, that is, not eating so 
heartily, not eating certain kinds of foods, 
not drinking coffee, etc. I have tried exercise of 
various kinds. I have tried preventive remedies, 
in the form of sodas of various kinds, antipyrine, 
antifebrin, blue pills, bromides of various kinds, 
etc. I have tried Turkish baths and massage. 
All these things have given me more or less tem- 
porary relief, but the real trouble was untonched. 
In addition to this bilious habit, with its dread 
accompaniment of headaches, I have been stead- 
ily gaining in weight for twenty years past, until 
I had reached the great weight for a man of my 
height (5 feet g inches) of 250 Ibs. This has of 
course inconvenienced me, and brought on a 
certain shortness of Lreath upon the most moderate 
exertion either in walking or cunning, especially 
in cunning and going up-stairs. I would not like 
to give the idea to any reader that I have been in 
any wise a sick man, for I have never, with the 
exception of the times when for a day or two I 
have been laid aside with sick headaches, been in 
bed a week in my life of fifty years, with any kind 
of sickness or disease, according to the ordinary 
acceptation of these words. Indeed, I have been 
all my life a man of extraordinary health and 
strength, doing tremendous work in the line of 
my calling, preaching daily for months or years 
logether to great crowds of people in every part of 
the world. Atthesame time I have been conscious 
of the fact that there was serious trouble behind 
this great store of health and strength, and espe- 
cially has the steady accummulation of fat in my 
system been a course of anxiety as well as discom- 
fort to me. The tendency to vertigo and a flush 
ed face, and at times great lassitude which I could 
only overcome by great effort of will, has also 
caused me anxiety. I have been warned more 
than once by my doctors that I ought to be very 
careful not to make any great or violent exertion, 
as I was liable to suffer at any time from suffusion 
of blood upon the brain. 

‘Well, some months ago, I chanced through 
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a friend, who I had known to be an ine 
valid for years, and whom I then saw in 
seeming perfect health, to hear of Dr. Dewey, 
and his method of right living. I found that 
not only my friend, but every member of his 
family, including aun invalid wife, a delicate 
daughter, two splendid young collegians, and a 
young boy of twelve had all given up eating their 
breakfasts; and that they were all greatly improv- 
ed in health and strengthened mentally as well as 
physically. I was introduced by my friend to 
several other persons in his city who had adopted 
the “nighteliving ’ method, and with one accord 
they all testified to the same great benefits ex- 
perienced. I called on one or two business men 
of my acquaintance who had adopted this method 
of living, and being men of my own type, they 
testified that they had, one and all, lost their tore 
menting sick headaches, lost a great deal of 
superficial fat and tissue, and were in every way 
greatly improved in health, in spirits, and in their 
capacity for work. I called upon an eminent 
physician whom I had known and who had on one 
or two occasions prescribed for me. I asked him 
if he knew of Dr. Dewey's method of treatment 
and living. He said he did, and strongly recome 
mended me to adopt the anti-breakfast régime 
and confessed, sub rosa, that he himself had 
adopted it, and was greatly the better for it. I 
learned of friends in my own calling who had 
suffered for years on Monday with fearful 
headaches as a result of physical and nervous ex- 
haustion incident on their Sunday’s work, who, 
having given up their breakfasts, had recovered 
enticely from the dieadful Monday prostrations 
and were enabled to do more and better work than 
ever before both in their studies and in their pulpits. 

* Taking the theory upon which this. system of 
living is based into account (and even to my lay 
mind it seemed most reasonable), and the testi- 
mony which I personally received from both men 
and women, delicate and biliously strong, working- 
men, merchants, doctors and preachers, delicate 
ladies for years invalided and in a state of collapse, 
and some who hed never been ill, but who were one 
hundred per cent. better for living without breake 
fast, I resolved to give up my breakfast. I pleaded 
at first that it might be my lunch instead, for I 
have all my life enjoyed my breakfast more than 
any other meal. But no, it was the breakfast 
that must go. So on a certain fine Monday 
morning 1 bade farewell to the breakfast-room. 
For a day or two I suffered slight headaches 
from what seemed to me was the want of food; 
but I soon found that they were just the dyin 
pains of a bad habit. After a week had passed 
never thought of wanting breakfast; and though 
I was often present in the breakfasteroom of 
friends with whom I was visiting, and every 
tempting luxury of the breakfast was spread 
before me, I did not desire food at all, feeling no 
suggestion of hunger. Indeed now, after a few 
months, the thought of breakfast never occurs to 
me. 1 am ceady for my lunch (or breakfast if 
you please) at one o'clock, but am never hungry 
before that hour. ‘‘As for the results of this 
method of living I can only relate them as I have 
presonally experienced them.” 


1.—I have not had the first suggestion of a sick 
headache since I gave up my breakfast. * © ® 

2.—I have gradually lost a large portion of my 
surplusfat. * * ® ; g 

3.—I find that my skin is improving in tex 
ture. * * * 

4.—I experience no fullness or unpleasantness 
after eating as I so often did before. As a matter 
of fact, though I enjoy my meals (and I eat any- 
thing my appetite and taste call for) as never 
before, eating with zest, Ido wot think f eat as 
much as I used to do; but I am conscious of better 
digestion; my food does not lie so long on my 
stomach, and that useful organ seem to have gone 
out of the gas-produciny business. . 

5.—I am conscious of a lighter step and a more 
elastic spring in all my limbs, * * * ~ 

6.—I go to my study and to my pulpit on an 
empty stomach without any sense of loss of strength 
mentally or physically—on the other hand with 
freshness and vigour which is delightful. * ® & 

“Why friends have almost without exception, 
noted and remarked upon the great improvement 
in my general health and appearance; and almost 
invatiably said something like this :— 

‘How well you are looking.’ ‘ Your (holiday 
has done you a world of good,’ ‘ Why, what have 
you been doing with yourself this summer? You 
are looking better than I ever saw you.’ ‘You 
must have been visiting the fountain of youth this 
summer, Tell me where it is and I will make a 
pilgrimage !’ 

“To these and similac remarks I have simply 
replied: ‘Oh, I have discovered a better way of 
living ’ and been following it; and to that alone 
I attribute my general improvement.’ 
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‘What is it? Do tell me, for really I am so dull 
and tired that life is sometimes a burden to me.’ 


(This remark is literally quoted.) 
‘Well it is very simple. 
your breakfast.’ 


without breakfast.’ 
o'clock.’ 
through the morning without it.’ 


I could never manage it! 


** These are specimen answers, quoted literally; 
to which I have replied invariably by a brief state- 
ment of the anti-breakfast theory and then ex- 
pounded; beginning with, Restful sleep is not 
a hunger-causing process and going on to sug- 


gest that the breakfast they eat cannot furnish 
strength for them to do their morning work upon, 
as in no case does food give strength until it is 
converted into blood; that we all do our work to- 
day largely if not entirely on the blood extracted 
from the food of yesterday. Then I have ques- 


tioned them as to their habits and state of health, 


and in wine cases out of ten I have found that 
these friends of mine, the more healthy ones as 
well as the delicate ones, all suffer in some de- 
gree from some one of the many forms of in- 
digestion. Headaches, palpitation, fullness of 
habit, neuralgia, accummulation of gas in the 
stomache, pimples on the face or some other form 
of eczema arising from and due to poor blood. 
These conversations have always awakened in. 
terest, and even the most sceptical have again 
returned to the discussion of the matter, through 
its very mention had produced conviction. 

"In at least a score of cases my friends have 
adopted the right living method, and testify to 
their great delight in it. In one or two cases 
where dyspepsia has been a veritable fiend, and 
health and strength almost gone, with depres- 
sion of mind and even decay of will, the im- 
provement has been most marked, and these 
friends are on the high road to health again. I 
could fill pages of interesting details coming 
under my own observation and resulting from 
the adoption of the rule, on the strength of my 
simple expositions, which would be surprising. 

‘“* I am often asked if it is possible that I preach 
on Sundays, that is, in the morning without any 
food, as though that were a feat almost incredible. 
To which I am able not only to say, ‘ Yes, 
of course,’ but more than that, ‘I go to my pulpit 
fresher in body and mind, and come out of it 
fresher after the sermon, than T ever did in the old 
breakfast-eating days’ “* * * Here is a man 
with a theory for ‘better living,’ which he is pre- 
pared to defend on scientific principles, and to 
demonstrate by actual experimental evidence. 
Here is a theory of ‘better living ' which I and 
scores of others have tried, so simple, so full of 
common sense, and withal one which we have de- 
monstrated by a simple experimental test. The 
theory may not be indorsed by the medical pro- 
fession nor widely acted upon by practitioners, but 
since ‘it works well’ with all sorts and conditions 
of patients, we are bound to say with the third man, 
modifying his words a little, ‘why here is a mar- 
velous thing, that ye know not whence this ‘ better 
way of living’ comes from, yet it giveth better 
health, and enables nature to cure innumerable 
diseases that have in other patients proved fatal, 
simply by letting her take her own course and not 
worrying her by over-feeding a diseased stomach 
and lashing it as a cabby does his tired and 
jaded horse. ® * * & must seriously and 
heartily recommend that one and all of the 
readers of this book give up eating breakfast 
and they will know for themselves in less than two 
months, whether the doctrine be based on sound 
principles or whether it be the vagary of a quack. 
*The proof of the pudding is in the eating’ [or 
better ‘in the digesting’]. It certainly will do no 
one any harm to leave off the breakfast for three 
months, and itis equally almost certain that before 
that time has elapsed any one so doing will need 
no further argument.” 

Yours truly, B.L. 





THE SALVATION ARMY IN JAPAN, 


To THe EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ JaPAN MAIL.” . 

S1r,—I observe, in your issue of the 7th inst., 
that the Rev. W. J. White has published a reply 
to my letter in your issue of the 4th inst. in re- 
ference to Mr, and Mrs. Goslin, late Officers of 
of the Salvation Army in Japan. May I now 
trouble you to publish the following, setting the 
the facts in their true light ? 

Let me at the outset remark :-1. That the 
course of action pursued by Mr. and Mrs. Goslin 
(as also that pursued by Mr, and Mrs. Payne, 
















Just give up eating 
‘What give up my breakfast !’ 
*Why I would rather give up any other meal in 
the day.’ ‘ Besides I could never do my work 
‘I should faint before ten 
‘It is quite true that I eat very little 
breakfast, but Iam sure that I could never get 
‘Oh, that may 
do very well for a great healthy man like you, but 


whose names appear at the foot of the former’s 
slatement) has met with the unanimous disap- 
proval of all the other members of the party, eight 
2. That the Rev. Mr. White, by his 
unfortunate interference, has, as I must show, en- 
couraged Mr. and Mrs, Goslin in a course which 
they probably otherwise would not have taken and 
I must first 
deal as briefly as possible with the questions of fact 


in number, 


which we fear they will soon regret. 


alleged in Mr. White’s letter and in the docu- 
ment he publishes. 1. The rooms allotted to Mr. 
and Mrs. G. and Mr. and Mrs. P. were divided 
by sliding partitions, usual in Japanese houses. 
The area of these floors was not six mats but 
eight. 
tioned, for the first time, by Mr. White, in his 
interview with me, and could not reply until I 
had enquired as to the facts. I did mot admit 
that what was then said was true. 2. That Dr. 
McDonald called three times to see Mrs. Wright 
before he went to see Mr. Goslin is explained by 
the facts that Mrs. Weight was taken ill before 
him. The Doctor was called in to Mr, Goslin 
immediately it was found that he was seriously 
ill. Twas and have always been as solicitous of 
his welfare as of any other member of the party. 
3- I myself, in the weeks referred to, sat down to 
meals with the rest of the party daily and ate 
only such food as they all did. 4. The officers 
remaining in the country are indignant that Mr. 
Goslin should say, that “they begged him and 
Mr. Payne to lay their feelings before the Colonel.”’ 
They did not. 5. Our attitude towards the mis- 
sionaries, which it has been endeavoured in vati- 
ous quarters lately to misrepresent, has never 
been anything but friendly. 6. I most emphati- 
cally deny Mr. White’s statement that I admitted 
that the “declarations” in respect to my own 
** personal expenditure’ were entirely correct. I 
showed Mr. White, in Dr. Alexander’s presence, 
that I was at that very time living on Jess than Mr. 
and Mrs, Goslin. I also showed him :—t1. That 
Mr. and Mrs, G. has been receiving more than 
the sum that they had stated they could keep 
their household upon. 2. That they were allowed 
aservani. 3. That, because they had expressed 
a wish to do so, I had agreed to their living in 
the Shintomicho house, where Mrs. Wright and I 
lived previous to-removing to our present house. 
I must now, at some length, explain the circum. 
stances, connected with the proposed transfer to 
Australia. 1. Our policy, and the circumstances 
under which these officers would have to live here, 
had been explained to them before leaving Eng- 
land, 2. It is reasonable that the Army should 
not wish to return these Officers immediately to 
the country which had just sent them out; and 
we venture to say that few Missionary Societies 
would be found willing to do such a thing. 
3. When we wrote tothe General proposing their 
transfer to England, Australia, or America, the 
Goslins assured me, most emphatically, though 
they would prefer to go to England, yet that if the 
General wished them to go Australia or America 
they would be willing. 5. Before a reply to this 
letter was received, Mr. and Mrs. G. had made 
the acquaintance of Mr. White and had so repre- 
sented their case, that when the General’s letter 
arrived saying that a transfer to Australia was 
arranged, Mr; White was already committed to 
helping them on their journeyto London. These 
negotiations were carried on by Mr. White 
while Mr, Goslin was still an Officer, without any 
reference to us, and without any attempt to learn 
from us whether his statements were true. 6. 
There was never any idea of these officers being 
sent to Australia ‘Sunder a ban,” exiled from 
England, or fixed toa “‘ yoke” from which there 
would be “‘no escape.” In Australia the work is 
well established and they would there have had to 
face none of the inconveniences peculiar to S. A. 
pioneer work, but might, if they had only remained 
good, sooner there than anywhere else, have risen 
to a position of great usefulness. We found, how- 
ever, that they were merely considering the ques- 
tion of going to Australia, in order as soon as 
possible to make theic way therefrom to England. 
Under these circumstances, I could not think of 
buying passages for them without an assurance 
that they were going to give at least some reason- 
able return for the expenditure. 7. When these 
officers severed their connection with us they were 
nof told that “that there was no further help or 
assistance for them ;”” on the contrary, I was pre- 
pared to have supported them, for a month or more, 
until they could make some provision for themselves, 
and write home for some money which had just fal- 
len to them, L also gave them, unasked, toward their 
expenses on embarking, a gift which, considering 
the slender funds at my disposal, would, I think, 
be considered liberal, The British Vice-Consul’s 
personal gift was, by the way, no more an expres- 
sion of approval of their conduct, than was my 
own. 8, Of the “number of persons” of whom 
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I heard the complaint referred to mene 


Mr. White speaks” who “investigated” this 
case, only one approached us, viz., Dr. Alexander, 
who accompanied Mr. White in his one interview 
with me. It was, by the way, on the advice of 
the gentlemen whom Dr. Alexander represented, 
that Mc. White, on the day of Mr. Goslin’s ree 
signation, at last approached us. We do not 
question the kindness of Mr. White’s motive in 
wishing to help two people who appeared to be in 
distress, but I do complain:—r1. That Mc. White 
only came to see us upon the matter when the mis- 
chief had been done, 2. That his offering to assist 
aman, while still a member of our organization, 
to pursue a course directly opposed to the wishes 
of his leaders, was wholly unjustifiable. 3. That 
to accept the statements made, without reference, 
(o us was most indiscreet. 4. That after we had 
proved to Mr. White the worthlessness of the 
statements made, he spent one whole week relat- 
ing these things to “kindly disposed members of 
the Yokohama and Tokyo communities,” with the 
view of getting them to contribute tothe “ Relief 
Fund,” and that he has now published these state- 
ments in the Press, I cannot but regret most 
seriously the harm that may be done to the cause 
of Christianity at large by this gentleman’s indis- 
creet action. All this trouble, both to himself and 
us, might have been saved if he had sought an 
interview with me when Mr. Goslin first approache 
edhim. I may add that I have allowed no per: 
sonal feeling to influence me in my action toward 
Mr. Goslin, who, by the way, on lzaving express- 
ed a wish still to correspond with me on a friendly 
footing. Apologising for troubling your readers 
at such length, and, hoping that I may not be 
called upon further toencroach upon your columns 
with reference to this matter, 


I remain, yours faithfully, 
E. WRIGHT, 
Leader of the S.A. in Japan. 
P.S.—I need scarcely add that the above, in so 


far as it concerns any members of my party, is 
endorsed by them. 








RECEPTION ON 1HE “\TOSA MARU.’ 
—_—_—_@—____— 
INAUGURATION OF THE N.Y.K. BUROPBAN LINE. 


On Sunday afternoon the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
threw open the Zosa Maru to the general inspec- 
tion of the public previous to her making the 
inaugural trip of the Company’s new service to 
Europe. The day was bright with sunshine, the 
weather being just such as conduces to make a 
205” opensair reception a pleasant way of 
whiling away an afternoon. Over one thousand 
invitations were issued in Yokohama and Tokyo 
and fully that number of persons must have 
visited the Zosa Maru during theafternoon. The 
mercantile community of Yokohama was fully re- 
presented, the heads of every house being present, 
while the British Judge, the British, American 
French, Belgian, and other Consuls all putin an 
appearance. The Zosa Maru formerly the Islam, 
is a fine twin-screw steamer of the Harland and 
Wolff type. She can carry fully 9,000 tons of cargo, 
though her net tonnage is put down at 3,506. Her 
length is 445 ft., beam 39 [t., depth of hold 37 feet: 
her engines indicate 3,000 horse-power. She can 
steam at 14-knots speed with ease. It is in- 
tended to run the Tosa Afaru, both out and home, 
with Japanese coal, and she will therefore carry a 
very large cargo of the mineral to England. In 
England she will be docked and rolling-chocks 
will be fitted upon her bilges. Ou Sunday she was 
decked from stem to stern with bunting, - flowers, 
and foliage—as was alsothe N.Y.K. steamer [kai 
Maru (Capt. Sakai) lying on the opposite side of 
the Pier. On both vessels tables were laid along 
the whole length of the upper and promenade 
decks upon which was spread an ornate luncheon, 
supplied by Mr. W. N. Wright, of Wright's 
Hotel. The viands wece tastily laid out and 
lacked nothing in quality and quantity, while 
wine, champagne in particular, flowed like water. 
Shortly after two o’clock Mr. Kondo Rempei, Pre- 
sident of the Company, standing on the deck of 
the Ikai Maru spoke as follows :— 


Your Excellencies and Gentlemen,—I thank you 
very sincecelyon behalf of the Company’s Directors 
for the hearty response you have been so good as to 
accord to our invitation to celebrate the occasion 
on which our steamer Zosa Maru is about to start 
for her initial voyage of our Japan European Line 
of steamers under the Japanese flag, and doing 
us the honour of having come so far to be present 
here on this occasion. Before proceeding to give 
you a short outline of the circumstances under 
which this line of steamers comes to be establish- 
ed, I shall here briefly speak with regard to this 
steamer, The steamer Zosa Maru was built at 
Belfast, Ireland, in December, 1892 (the a5th 
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year of Mei), and was origitally called the 
[sLam, and we purchased her in the 27th year of 
Meiji ; her gross tonnage is 5,789 and nett tonnage 
3,589 ler length 450 feet 7 inches, breadth 48 feet 
2 ches, and maximum depth 29 feet 6 inches. 
Her engines are on the triple expansion system, 
and she is propelled by double screws, her 
maximum speed being about 14 knots per 
hour and the average about 12 knots. Built 
asa cargo boat originally, her capacity for pas- 
sengets is limited, as she can only carry about 10 
first, 8 second, and about 100 stee:age passengers, 
but when required, she could be fitted up to accome 
modate over 2,000 soldiers or emigrants quite 
easily. For cargo, however, her capacity is some- 
thing very considerable, being able to carry about 
7,500 tons of dead-weight or 9,000 tons of mea- 
surement goods. The original object and purpose 
of our acquiring this steamer was to employ her 
for the emigration trade, as the emigration busi- 
ness has gradually increased of late, and our ships 
are found inadequate for the purpose. This being 
the case, the Tosa Maru was altered so as to 
render her suitable for such trade, and the means 
of ventilation, etc., were amply provided for. In 
the summer of 1894, when this steamer was com- 
pleted and about to sail for Japan after finishing 
the repairs, the war with China was being carried 
on in earnest. The British Government there- 
upon thinking the Tosa Maru was to be utilized 
for the transport service and wishing to observe 
strict neutrality, refused to give her despatch for 
Japan. Our Government, however, gave the 
British) Government the required guarantee 
as to her not being used for such purpose, 
and she was at last allowed to leave a British 
port, and eventually arrived at this country in 
safety. The name of the Tosa Maru was then 
given to this steamer, as the late Mr. Yataro Iwa- 
saki, the pioneer of Japan’s shipping commerce, 
was born in the province of Tosa. When the 
establishment of the Japan and Europe line of 
steamers was decided on, it was also arranged to 
build six wew steamers for this purpose, for 
which business one of the Company’s Directors, 
Mr. Heigoro Shoda, some time ago proceeded 
to Europe, and is now engaged in supervising 
the affair. The type of the new steamers to 
be built will be somewhat identical with that 
of Tosa Maru except that they will be con- 
structed on wuewer and more improved plans in 
some ‘respects, and their cacrying capacity will ex- 
ceed that of the Zosa Magn by about 500 or 600 
tons. I may also state here that one of these new 
steamers will be built at the Mitsu Bishi Dock 
Yard in Nagasaki, They all be finished by the 
end of this year or by the beginning of next. We 
trust the establishment of this line will greatly 
inceease our foreign commerce. Although the 
Japanese are a maritime people, hitherto the spirit 
of enterprise has not been so strong as it should 
be, the chief reason we assume being that they 
have been dependant upon foreign steamers to 
convey them to foreign countries. Thus, being 
entirely dependant upon foreign assistance, to 
speak foreign languages, and to submit to fo- 
reign customs has naturally made Japanese travel- 
lers reluctant to venture far from their own land. 
Thus the want of a spirit of adventure is hardly 
to be wondered at. But when the time arrives 
that they can rely on their own steamers this 
feeling of reluctance will no tonger exist and they 
will feel from the time of embarking in Japanese 
waters until arriving on a foreign shore as if they 
were athome in their own country. In opening 
this European line, which is a great under. 
taking for us, we are well aware that great 
difficulties must be contended with until it is 
firmly established, but once begun it is our 
firm determination to continue to the end. We 
firmly believe that the Japanese nation will surely 
second us in this enterprise and assist the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, and do all in their power to streng- 
then the Company. It is only 30 years since 
Japan awakened from her long dream, but her 
Civilisation has now progressed extensively and 
may stand side by side with any Civilised country 
in the world. This is the result of the energy and 
perseverance of our people, but we must thank the 
more advanced western nations for their kind 
help, especially of our numerous shipping friends, 
For instance, we, the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, are 
greatly indebted to the benefit we derived from 
the assistance of our foreign friends and also 
foreign countries in attaining the present state by 
which we are enabled to open this European line. 
I sincerely hope and trust that the many influen. 
‘tial foreign shipping merchants of European 
powers will render us their kind assistance and 
friendship in the future in promoting the welfare 
of the new undertaking, as the have hitherto 
done. We shall then have the support of our own 
people at home, united with the aid of our Western 
supporters, It is our great desire that the proe 


sperity of our foreign trade shall increase more 
and more thereby cementing our friendship with 
foreign nations. In conclusion, your Excellencies 
and Gentlemen, I again beg to thank you for your 
kind response to our invitation by yonr presence 
here to-day and trust you will join me in drinking 
to the prosperity of Nippon Vien Kaisha and 
our steamer ZJosa Maru. Allow me finally to wish 
you all every prosperity and happiness. 

After this, loud cheers were raised for the 
N.Y.K., its officers, personne/, and ships, aud 
then the majorily of the guests attacked the 
luncheon tables, many being the healths proposed 
and drunk in the course of the subsequent pro- 
ceedings. The Imperial Marine Band was in 
attendance and played a stirring selection of 
music, and during the afternoon many day-fire- 
works were discharged. 


TEN-MILE BICYCLE RACE. 
-_—_—_-—@ 
On Saturday afternoon the ro-mile bicycle race 
for a Silver Cup presented by Mr. W. S. Stone, 
took place on the Cricket-ground, Yokohama, 
There was a very large attendance of members of 
the Y.C. and A.C., and ladies, but to spectators 
and competitors alike the clouds of dust raised by 
the stiff south-westerly breeze were very dis- 
agreeable, besides being a hindrance to good 
racing. Otherwise the day was warm and 
sunshiny, with a suspicion of spring in the air. 
There were nine competitors, viz., W. R. Matte. 
son, who rode a Columbia machine of 2albs.; 
G. Corti (Columbia, 22Ibs.); H. Goldman (Day- 
ton, 22lbs.); R. Dubuffet (Rambler, 2olbs.); R. 
C.K. Johnson (Columbia, 22lbs.) ; R. Scott (Day- 
ton, 22lbs.); H. A. Poole (Columbia, 22lbs.); 
E. Adet (Rambler, 2olbs.) ; and C. H. Bain (Day 
ton, iglb.). Most of the competitois were the 
badge of the Ramblers C.C., a Club that has 
lately been organized in Yokohama by devotees 
of the wheel. Owing to their number and the 
narrowness of the track, the competitors wore 
started in batches of threes, 10 yards dividing 
each. Mr. Tilden started them, and at the end 
of the first round Matteson was leading, with 
Goldman and Dubuffet second and third, the 
others close up ina bunch. Going up the back 
straight on the second round, Dubuffet passed 
Goldman and Matteson and took the lead, the 
rest still being greatly bunched tegether, with 
Johnson in the rear. Half-way through the 
wext round Dubuffet fell, and Goldman went to 
the front, while Adet and Bain improved 
thete positions, Scott meanwhile’ had gradu- 
ally drawn out and at the close of the fourth lap 
was leading. Adet then drew into second posi- 
tion with Bain third and Corti fourth, the others 
straggling irregularly behind. [nthe next round 
Goldman fell and tetired fromthe race. The 
sixth round still saw Scott ahead, with Adet and 
Bain in close attendance, and in the succeeding 
lap the positions remained nnchanged, save that 
the tail of the team had bunched again. In the 
next round Adet spurted when half way down the 
straight leading from the Pavilion, and passing 
the leader held the premier position. But it 
was not for long, as at the corner nearest the 
Settlement his machine skided and he fell 
tight across the track. Bain and Scott man- 
aged to escape the obstacle, but Poole, Corti, 
Dubuffet, and Johnson were tot so fortunate, as 
all toppled over the fallen machine. Poole sprain. 
ed his wrist, Corti cut his eye, Dubuffet was badly 
hurt, and Johnstone was bruised more or less, the 
front wheel of Corti’s bicycle was also smashed. 
All the men, however, mounted again, with the 
exception of Dubuffet and Poole. Meanwhile, 
Bain had passed Scott and was a good part of a 
lap to the good. In the twelfth round, the posi- 
tions remained very much the same as last stated, 
and Johnson changed to another machine. 
When five mites had been covered the positions 
were, Bain, 1: Scott, 2; Adet, 3; and Jotn- 
ston, 4. From the 16th to the 21st round no 
alteration took place, but in the next round Bain 
increased his lead to over a lapanda half. Sonte 
interesting racing for third position had mean- 
while been indulged in by Adet and Johnston, the 
latter doing his best to pass the former, but with- 
out success. The pace, however, began to tell, 
and in the 29th round Adetretired. The men now 
left in were Bain, Scott, Johnson, ‘and Corti, but 
all was over save the shouting. Bain eventually 
won with about 50 yards to spare off Scott, who 
was a lap ahead of Jolinson, who was a lap ahead 
of Corti. The winner's time was 32m. 54 secs.— 
not a very striking performance. Mr. White was 
time-keeper, and Mr. Tannerand Mr. McWilliams 
were judges, 
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THE MASONIC BALL. 
——_—_—-. 4 

Seldom in the annals of Yokohama has the 
stranger within the gates witnessed a gayer or 
more brilliant spectacle than was presented at the 
Public Hall on Thursday evening when the Ma- 
sonic Ball was at its height. The naval uniforms 
of England and Russia seemed inconspicuous bee 
side the rich and ornate full-dress regalia of the 
officers of the District Grand Lodge of Japan—most 
of whom were present=—the gay paraphernalia of 
the Knight Templars, the bright trappings of the 
Knights of the Rose Croix, the handsome collars 
and sashes of the Companions of the H.R.A., and 
the emblems of other high orders of Masonry. 
And in excellent contrast to this wealth of bullion 
and colour were the smart frocks of fair women, 
that vied with the pretty aprons of light blue, white 
and silver, or light blue, maroon, and white—worn 
by Mark and other Master Masons of lesser tank 
—in producing a decidedly charming and piquant 
effect. Invitations had been issued with a lavish 
hand, and the acceptances considerably exceeded 
the limits of half a thousand, Tokyosending a large 
contingent of the Corps Diplomatique, with their 
wives and daughters. Owing to a previous en- 
gagement of long standing—a banquet to the Im- 
perial Princes—the British Minister, Sie Ernest 
Satow, was unable to be present, but most of the 
other Legations were represented by Ministers 
or Chief Secretaries. H.M.S. Edgar and Pique, 
H.1.R.M.S. Pamiat Asova, Admiral Nathimoff, 
Gaydamak, and Zabiaka contributed a large quota 
of officers, as did also the Japanese local civil 
service. Governor Nakano, who was prevented 
from attending through indisposition, sent his 
private secretary. The large attendance was a 
decided compliment to the hosts, for the weather 
was most inclement, Starting in the morning 
with fine rain, that developed into sleet as the day 
advanced, snow eventually fell and continued till 
about midnight; while the cold was bitter. This 
notwithstanding, the Ball may be characterised as 
the most successful and enjoyable ever given hese. 

Shortly before nine o'clock the guests began to 
assemble, They were met at the eutsance by the 
reception committee, who conducted the ladiés into 
the ball-room under the Arch of Steel—formed by 
the up-lifted swords of Masonic Knights, undec 
the command of Dr. Eldridge. The ladies were 
then introduced to Wor. Bros. C. D. Moss, E. 
Flint Kilby and H. W. Lea, the present Masters 
of the Otentosama, Yokohama, and Star in the 
East Lodges. After the reception, dancing com- 
menced to the strains of the Town Band. The 
floor was excellent, and notwithstanding the num- 
bers present the dancers were not seriously incon- 
venienced. The following was the programme :—= 

Dancas. bi 

Overture, “ God bless the Prince of Wales.’’ 


r.—Waltz écseacxe Ceeccncescescece WYTTTTTTITITITITTT CTT TTT Tel rr -Thine Alone. 
8.—Walts Ooeeeenceestececes-+: 008 eedeccee PTTTITITI PTET TTL Trt ie tkado. 
Bom Polkea......, ceccsescserccscoseececsevonscceceeres ooecceseesececs Eo J ramwai. 
Ge LON CCUG Bibi. vcccceicecasscccssccacedsveseesdtosssoace.“sssscecadciess Latana. 
s.—~Barn Dance Schottische.., PReeet ced seeeeeese eeresenceenesed: ee — 
Gu Waltz 01.10. ...0:cccsccsscensese esscoscrscesssnsoccssecseees Dawn of Day. 
Joma WalltS nrcrcorcccorcsccercenccesscscoscecsovacassascscosesosesescscees See-Saw. 
8.—Highland Schottische eeccocoes Cee cereeerercere Oe cere eeeccccece - 
aca New Cesssontans sscconsnssecenesossasceecnectessoceceesss ae oe 
e a tz Cereatenocasves + 0 Ceaser Peteessogesscvvceres @eoosee > v e 
see The Walts seve cies avait datel serine ask Onli, 
WO— Waltz ..rccccee . ceccece TT ITITTITILELIT ITIL LTT eTeer ry ee Queen. 
21—Wallts........c000 seanasesvccsedcos ssee When the Robins Nest Acala. 
33.—LANcers......cceee Wiesogaddvcueddeisesevsdbeseesicecssssecdsseseseébecsade Eckert. 
23.—Waltz Oe ceeverccscesesseeeeree Cece caceceeseressesecesece Covceces Daisy Bell, 
34.—Barn Dance Schottiache .............c00 Sreecccceeseseccececse “ 
z5.—Waltz eereceroson Bvegeeces @ouces Geocce Geese Sceceaseoesece @rovee anecce Swie Lt & 
36.— POM .....s:ccccrerssescccseneces eosescces pocabecncsoadnesneeies La Grifferie. 
St eeeverce Ore sreceree Pneeeerseccevesscctven 00 -eccesccere Aoeonee Oyakasae. 
x = 


—Walts and mera re 
*Go 


i'save the Gueea.* 

As was the case last year, the hall and retiring 
rooms were profusely decorated. Wor. Bro. Lea 
was the head of this Committee and he and his as- 
sistants— Wor, Bro. Sharp, and Bros. C. F. Pope 
and A. W. Crombie—did their work thoroughly 
and well. The ladies’ room was on the right hand 
side on entering the smaller hall, and exactly op- 
posite was'a comfortable sitting-out apartment 
that was greatly patronized during the evening. 
Passing into the vestibule, wherein the Band was 
placed, a large floral square and compasses, en- 
closing a large G, encountered the eye, being at- 
tached to the wall; on either side it was flanked 
by pillars bearing terrestial globes. The dancing 
salon was very effectively treated. Under the 
proscenium arch was suspended a huge scroll bear- 
ing the words ‘Brotherly Love,”’ done in floral 
work, Over the entrance doors were suspends 
ed the emblazoned shields of the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland, and the District Grand Lodge of 
Japan. Between these was hung the Shield of 
the Grand Lodge of England, beneath which ap- 
peared a large portrait of the Grand Master of 
English Freemasons, H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales, K.G, Portraits of Wor. Bro. General 
George Washington, and Gen. Pyke, late head of 
the 33°, were also hung upon the wall at this end 
of the hall. Two corners of the room were oce 
cupied with estrades, having roofs of Pampas 
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grass, while “cosy corners” were arranged on each 
side of the stage. The stage itself was transformed 
into a handsome drawing-room with comfortable 
lounges and settees, while skin rugs were placed 
upon the floor. Masonic banners, emblems, and 
strange-looking implements were arranged in 
various devices here and there, while from the roof 
hung festoous of evergreens and double cherry blos- 
soms, and twelve lovely baskets of flowers. Among 
these pendants were distributed several electric 
lights that considerably enhanced the pleasing 
effect. Indeed the lighting was all that could be 
desired, a special installation of the electric light 
supplementing the system in vogue at the Public 
Hall. The windows and side doors were hung 
with flags and bunting, while two Union Jacks 
draped the portrait of H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales. The gentlemen’s smoking atid card rooms 
were upstairs, and here the Brethren dispensed 
with liberal hands some well selected “creature 
comforts.” Supper was served in the rooms be- 
hind the stage at 11.30, being supplied by Mr. 
W.N. Wright, of Wright’s Hotel, There was a 
capital spread all the delicacies imaginable being 
on the menu. 

The following comprised the Committee and 
Stewards:—R. W. Bro. W. H. Stone, D.G.M., 
President; Wor. Bro. E. Flint Kilby, Wor. Bro. C. 
D. Moss, Wor. Bro. E. P. Pallister, Wor. Bro. H. 
W. Lea, Vice- Presidents; Wor. Bro. H. J. Sharp, 
Hon. Treasurer; Bro. H. I. Chope, Master of 
Ceremonies ; Bro. A. B. Brown, Hon. Secretary ; 
Wor. Bro. Geo. Booth, War. Bro. R. Home-Cook, 
Wor. Bro. Stuart Eldridge, M.D.; Wor. Bro. 
George Hodges, Wor. Bio. R. N. St. John, Bro. 
J. B. Barrett, Bro. V. Blad, Bro. A. W. Crombie, 
Bro. F. C. Herb, Bro. F. Coghill Jackson, Bro. 
H. Klingen, Bro. P. Launay, Bro. F. J. Lias, Bro. 
J. F. Lowder, Bro. H. J. Neville, Bro. H. G. 
Parlett, Bro. J.S, Robinson, Bro. W. S. Stone, 
Bro. S. E. Unite, Bro. E. Wheeler, M.D. 








HAKODAT7E. 
a 
(From oUR CoRRESPONDENT.) 


March 3rd, 1896. 

Mr. A. Olsen, of Shanghai, has arrived here to 
enforce the sale of a full cargo of salt landed from 
the steamer Peik. The circumstances of the case 
are as follow:—In November last the steamer 
Peih was chartered by a certain Japanese of 
Hyogo from Messrs. Olsen & Co., of Shanghai, for 
a period of six weeks and the vessel was to load a 
cargo of salt at a port in the Inland Sea and pro- 
ceed to Sakata on the West Coast, but owing to 
boisterous weather she was unable to land the 
cargo, and under instructions from the charterer 
the cargo was brought on to Hakodate and landed 
and stored in Messrs. Howell and Company’s 
godowns. In the meantime, the charterer having 
failed to pay the charter money which had 
fallen due, Messrs. Olsen and Co. seized the cargo 
and waited for the charterer to pay up; but as the 
money did not seem to be forthcoming, Messrs. 
Olsen and Co., under the advice and with the 
approval of the Norwegian Consul-General at 
Shanghai, have determined to submit the cargo, 
consisting of about 18,800 bales of salt, to public 
auction on the 4th inst. Tenders had been called 
for through the local vernacular papers, but the 
Japanese are trying to boycott the sale. 

March 5. 

The salt I referred to in any last letter was 
offered by tender yesterday. Only one Japanese 
tendered, and he got it. 








SOUTH CHINA. 
———_@————_—— 
(From ouR OWN CoRRESPONDENT.) 





Hongkong, February 2and, 1896. 

The friction to which I referred in my last 
letter, between the Government and the Tung Wah 
Hospital authorities, on the anomalous position 
of the institution and the dangers already proved 
to constantly arise therefrom, has led to the ap- 
pointment of a commission to investigate the 
whole question in all aspects. Commissions of 
Inquiry are not always anything better than waste 
of time, collecting indeed much valuable infor- 
mation but doing nothing with it when collected, 
There is no end of interesting material to hand in 
this case, material of a sort already dealt with in 
Japan, to a very great extent, with wouderful 
ability and undoubted success as far as it has had 
time to show in the few years of Japan’s regener- 
ation. That is to say, the broad general problem 
of grafting a new and distasteful hygiene on an 
old and prejudiced nation, for Japan in its early 
days of awakening was as bitterly opposed to 


European innovations as China, though more 


Chinese in spite of themselves in 












































are being taken to check its growth. 
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open and active in its methods of opposition and 
not given to showing its dislike in “ ways that are 
daik and tricks that are vain.” For instead of 
secret conspiracies to covertly construct while pro- 
fessing the reverse, the old-school Japanese took up 
theic swords bravely and honestly in what they 
thought was the right cause: and when fairly 
shown to be mistaken, frankly adopted the 
better course and learned the lesson so well that 
they have now been able to teach their instructors, 
thanks to the ability of Professors Kitazato and 
Aoyama and others. The task of benefiting the 
matters of 
infinitely more difficult, 


medical science is 


because the opposition to itis of a character so 
unreasoning and perversely dishonest, 
that difference, the problem has a good deal of 
resemblance, and it would help the ‘Tung-Wah 
Commission if the history of modern science in 
Japan could be studied a little. 
of flattery or ‘gush’? that IT say no country on 
earth has such a record, so admirably adopted for 
emulation in China. 
most glaring evils here is the prevalence of native 
quack-doctors; the difficulty is to get rid of them 
aud obtain men fit to take their place. To deprive 
a large class of its means of livelihood is a danger- 
ous task, and cannot be accomplished quickly ; it 
take years to weed them out. 
equally large class of properly educated natives is 
equally a matter of time. 
has been done in either direction, and now that 
the problem is receiving attention the suggestions 
so far put forward are naturally open to criticism. 
The Medical Officer of Health, a new-comer to 
the East, has made a proposal which is not yet 
well received; but I fancy that is only because he 
has not yet explained it sufficiently in detail. 


But with 


It isin no spirit 


For instance, one of the 


To build up an 


Hitherto nothing at all 


His 


idea is to have a register of all natives who are at 


present making a living out of ‘‘ medicine,” old or 
new : that is feasible enough, and after due notice 


it should not be difficult to suppress unregistered 


practitioners. Then each practitioner’s record is 
to be kept, so that when occasion arises the more 
dangerous practitioners may be ruled off the regi- 
ster. 
work, but should not by any means be impractic. 
able; but care will have to be taken not to appre- 
ciably reduce the total number practising, as that 
would simply amount to establishing a monopoly, 
Incompetent men should not be ruled off until 
competent men are ready to replace them. The 
old-style men should be given careful instructions 
when to call in modecn science to aid them, on 
pain of being disqualified if they undertake cases 
beyond their ability, the death-register being held 
over their heads as a test. 
for the gradual extinction of uneducated practi+ 
tioners without the danger of sudden interference 
with established interests : let them go on dealing 
with simple cases and herbal remedies, avoiding 
the responsibility of such cases as can only be dealt 
with by better men. Side by side witty this process 
there must be a scheme of the nature so strenuous- 
ly advocated by the public-spirited gentlemen who 
founded and supported the Chinese College of 
Medicine for the training of natives in Western 
science: the natives will not take to European 
doctors generally even if they had money enough 
to get over the difficulty of fees, and this is essen- 
tially a question in which any attempt at forcing 
the natives by direct pressure would be entirely 
defeated by the trickiness of the Celestial. 
the debates which have taken piace recently on 
the proposals of the Health Officer it is plain that 
the debators do not know as much about Japan as 
they should, especially since the greatest triumph 
of Japanese doctors was in Hongkong itself at the 
time of the plague in 1894. 


This will involve a large amount of careful 


That would provide 


Krom 


The plague has broken out in Canton, and 


there have been more cases of it in Hongkong 
than there ought to have been, though not enough 


to create any serious alarm, and energetic steps 
It is almost 
incredible that the Government should have allow- 
ed the buildings condenined as impregnated with 
disease to be taken down and the materials used 
over again: but that is what has actually taken 
place. The disinfection could not of course and 
did not completely remove the danger, and the 
result is that the seeds of infection brought anew 
from Canton have found a ready home and 
a favourable nursery in the very spot where 
the old building material has been used again. 
Here is a splendid object-lesson, which will 
interest your eminent Japanese bacteriologists, 
for they most emphatically recommended the 
burning of the buildings on the spot, so that not 
only should everything above ground be totally 
destroyed but also the soil itself should be purified 


by fire. The Hongkong Government, after soli- 


citing this expression of their opinion, did them 
the honour of ignoring it, in deference to the 


wishes of the property-owners, and now Nemesis 
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iscome. If the present outbreak does turn out 
serious, the deatheroll will at any rate have its use 
in pointing the moral. 

In the same connection there is another vital 
question in which this Colony could perhaps take 
a leaf out of the Japanese book—the question of 
infantile mortality among the natives. A recent 
return shows that it amounts to 26 per cent., as 
compared with 8 per cent. in London—a ghastly 
comparisen. I donot know how the percentage 
runs in Japan, but I do know that it used 
to be high and has been steadily reduced by the 


wise and judicious popularisation of Western 
science, and the method might advantageously 


be studied in detail. Itis all in a piece with the 


stupid adherence of the Chinese to their hideous 
aud loathsome superstition which take the place of 
medical and hygienic practices. 
the cauterising of newly-born infants’ breastsand all 
the rest should be abolished as soon as posssible. 
It may not ultimately be possible to avoid a certain 
amount of interference with Chinese domestic life 
and habits, but by rigorously excluding the native 
mid-wives and quack doctors who are found most 
harmful, and by simultaneously building up a 
better class to take their patients over, and un- 
obstiusively popularising the rational school of 
medicine, it can be done without causing too much 
friction: and the theory that native manners and 
customs are not to be interfered with is all fudge. 


Such customs as 


Infanticide is a native custom, and so is the 


abandonment of dying persons. 


There is, as had been anticipated, a distressing 


amount of sickness this spring, among Europeans 
as well as natives, owing no doubt in some degree 
to the abnormal dryness of last year, which 
threatened a water famine before next May. 
Fortunately, after being on a miserably short al- 
lowance of water all the winter, we have now lad 
an unprecedented rainfall for February, which 
has saved us, though causing at first more sick- 
ness than ever, as a first rain. 


In a recent letter I mentioned the Commission 


of Inquiry into the causes of British trade being 
displaced by foreign competition in the East, and 
I pointed out two serious obstacles to the success 
of the inquiry; first, that people who have a good 
thing are not likely to proclaim their trade secrets 
on the housetops, and secondly, that the Confer- 
ence shipowners and agents are not likely to de- 
nounce the system of high freights. 
instance of a Conference steamship loading Bel- 
gian steel at Antwerp and carrying it to England 
and back to Antwerp before filling up for the 
voyage to Hongkong, and then the Belgian steel 
cost the customer five shillings less per ton in 
freight than similar British goods. 
a Commission of Inquiry to find out what is the 
result of this sort of dealing. A Commission com- 
posed of such shipowners would probably suggest 
that the cause of British commercial decadence is 
gold monometallism or some such rubbist. 
rency may affect the matter, but freight is more 
to the point. 
Commission has had to be reconstituted—perhaps 
for this or perhaps some other reason, 1 cannot 
say. 
of conflicing interests in any constitution of the 
Commission. Some day the thing will right itself 
in the course of nature through competition, but 
in the meantime as long as the pool exists there 
is nothing but harm resulting, and the harm may 
get beyond remedy soon. 


I know an 


No need fo 


Cure 


It now appears that the Hongkong 


But I do not think it possible to steer clear 


During the Hongkong Race Week a number of 


visitors came from Shanghai, as usual, and among 
them were certain Imuris Shareholders, whom the 


Liquidator of that unhappy mining company wish- 
ed to drop on in respect of certain unpaid calls. 
Mr. Stevens, solicitor to the Liquidator, a most 
worthy and estimable gentleman but not over- 
popular, happened to be in the Club when these 
visitors arrived, and he one by one ‘‘ roped them 
in,” to the great disgust of the victims, But they 
had their revenge. As soon as they got fairly 
hold of the situation, they put up a “ plant” on 
Mr. Stevens. There was one shareholder in par- 
ticular who held largely and was therefore largely 
liable. I need not repeat the story of these 
Imuris calls and the fight about them. This 
large holder, say, Mr. Bigge, had not yet come 
to Hongkong; but was sure to be in time for 
the races, and so Mr. Stevens got out the summons, 
or writ, or whatever he calls it, and lay in wait, 
hanging about the Club with a smile on his face 
anda “bit of paper” up his sleeve. Ina casual 
way he would ask somebody now and then if Mr. 
Bigge had come down, and what sort of man he 
was, how he could be identified in fact. So this was 
the opportunity; they brought in every strangec 
they could get hold of, lugged every one in, one by 
one of course; with a different sponsor each time, to 
introduce to Mr. Stevens ‘* My friend Mr. Bigge.”’ 
After a score or so of bogus Bigges has been palmed 
on him in this way, Mr. Stevens began to suspect 
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that something was wrong, and gradually he grew 
incredulous when another Bigge was inflicted on 
him. At last the real Bigge, who had arrived 
when the game was in full swing and had been a 
highly interested spectator from a handy corner, 
was introduced in the usual way to the man with 
the writ, who imperturbably reptied, ‘‘ Oh, yes, 
Mr. Bigge, of course, but what is your real 
name?” And when Mr. Bigge insisted that he 
was the only tue Bigge, none genuine without 
the trade mark, Mr. Stevens was politely indignant 
that they should expect him to take that sort of 
thing any more. After the races, Mr. Bigge went 
away, leaving in the Club card-rack a P.P.C. card 
for Mr. Stevens, who was not present of course, 
but was informed that there was ‘something 
for him,” and duly went to get it; and the gang 
of picked conspirators assembled to escort hina to 
that card-rack and watch him in the act of taking 
down the card. There has been naturally an 
energetic protest from Shanghai at the kind of 
hospitality extended by the Hongkong Club to 
its visitors—serving them with writs! As a 
matter of law nothing can be done to prevent it, 
but the Club can do several things. 
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LETTER FROM PHILADELPHIA. 
—_—_—__ 
(From our CorresPonDenrtT.) 


Philadelphia, Jan. 25, 1896. 

The most important event in recent months, in 
Philadelphia, has been the streeterailway strike. 
As I wrote you some time ago, all the street- 
railways, save one, were consolidated into one 
Company. This company re-arranged fates and 
routes in such a fashion that a great deal of public 
indignation was aroused. That Councillors who 
made the union of the companies possible were 
severely condemned, and at indignation meetings 
the company itself was taken severely to task, 
Just in the midst of this wrathful feeling toward 
the Traction Company came a new trouble con- 
fronting them. The motor-men and conductors 
have been long feeling that they were not receiv- 
ing sufficient wages or sufficient protection from 
the weather, and that their hours were too long, 
Taking advantage of the antipathy to the Trac- 
tion Company they precipated a strike right in 
the very midst of holiday buying. The public 
was greatly inconvenienced during the strike. 
But all sorts of vehicles, omnibusses, waggons, 
carry-alls,and everything you ever heard of or ever 
saw, except the jinrikisha, were called into service, 
and the people good-naturedly used them in get- 
ting to and fro. One of the troubles in America 
is the confederation of the labour interests in as- 
sociations and tradeseunions. There are certain 
men who might be called agitators, whose busi- 
ness it is to stir up strikes, and so justify their 
holding office as “walking delegates,” etc. 
These came to Philadelphia just at the bepin- 
ning of the strike and completed the organization 
of the street-railway employés into an associa- 
tion, Then the officers of this association, some 
of whom were not employés of the Traction Com. 
pany, waited upon the Traction Company seeking 
cedress for their grievances, but, of course, the 
Traction Company could not recognize any such 
organization and refused to listen to them, offer. 
ing, however, to have a conference with a commitee 
consisting of the employés only. The employés, 
on their part, declared that without an organizae 
tion they could not get their claims before the 
Traction Company or the public with any likeli- 
hood of being attended to. They say that as ine 
dividuals they have neither the faculty of address 
nor sufficient personal influence to secure a just 
hearing, and that they can only do it through 
men who are capable of making strong statements. 
After the strike was declared, violence almost im- 
mediately began. Cars were smashed, "scabs ”’ 
(t.e. men who had taken the places of the strikers) 
were stoned and beaten, and a generally riotous 
spirit was let loose. The strikers declared that 
those who were guilty of this turbulence were not 
employés, but hoodlums that prevail in every city 
in such a case as this. However, among those who 
were arrested every now and then were employés, 
so their statement is not wholly within the lines of 
truth, The rioting occurring in so many and so dis- 
tant parts of the city at the same time, made it 
necessary for Mayor Warwick to draftinto service 
hundreds of men on special police duty, Citizens, 
more especially clergymen and a few prominent 
business men, joined together in trying to secure 
an adjustment of the difficulties, and finally, 
partially succeeded, and jhe men resumed work. 
But it was found that the management of the 
Traction Company were inclined to hold that 
they had won a victory and were not inclined to 
make concessions which the employés had exe 
pected, and so the talk began again, a few days 


~~ 


ago, of a new strike. 
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A citizen’s committee was 
hastily formed that managed to secure a hearing 
before both the Traction Company’s directors and 


a large committee of the employés, and as the re- 


sult of their persuasions the Traction Company 
made certain promises and agreements, and the 
employés promised to accept these, and so the 
strike was over, a: least for the time being. Ii 
was a queer sight, in this city of brotherly love— 
in this city where the principles of William Penn 
and peaceful Quakers prevail so generally, to see 
such riotous proceedings as we had during those 
days. We acre glad they are past and hope never 
to see them again. It was just one degree short 
of the terrors of war time. 

We in Philadelphia are very much interested 
in the possible adjustment of the map of the world 
during this present year. The tidings from 
Europe concerning us; the troubles in which Great 
Britain is placed in regard to Germany and Russia 
and the United States; the Transvaal difficulties; 
the Venezuelan boundary dispute; the horrors in 
Turkey; the still unsettled dispute between Spain 
and Cuba, all these things ace full of presage of 
change. Butthere is not much warelike talk here. 
We dread war which, in this closing decade of the 
century, must be a more dreadful thing than the 
wold has ever seen in the past, and throughout 
our city there is constantly going the cry to our 
own Legislators in Washington and even to the 
Queen of Great Britain, that peaceful counsels 
may prevails. 

Business with us is still very flat. The unsettled 
condition of affairs in Congress; the force of a 
reaclionary movement in politics, and the gene- 
rally disturbed state of finances, altogether tend 
to keep business back. The stores are advertising 
bargains, bargains, bargains. Whether it be 
really true that goods are being sold especially 
lower than in former years, or whether this is only 
another way of drumming up better business, one 
cannot tell, but bank directors and others eminent 
in finance have told me over and again that we 
are nol improving in the business situation. 


In the literary world nothing of any great note 
has recently appeared. Jan Maclaren’s “ Bonnie 
Brier Bush” has still a wonderful sale. It has 
been issued in a pirated edition and the authorized 
publisher has met it by publishing a beautiful 
twenty-five cent, edition which has had a marvel- 


dous Circulation, 


Dr. W. A. P. Martin, president of the Tung- 
Wen Kwan of Peking, is just about to issue a 
new book entitled “ A Cycle of Cathay.” It is to 
treat of events in China in the last quarter of a 
century or so. Dr. Martin is an eminent scholar, 
and all he has written on China in the past has 
proved the carefulness with which he writes. When 
are we to liave a new book on Japan? Multitudes 
of books have been written about Japan, but there 
ip’still space for a book which will do for Japan 
hat S. Wells Williams’ “The Middle King- 
om,” did foc China. Griffis’ ‘‘Mikado Em. 
ire” is both patch-worky and was written in his 
uuripe state, and is not up to date; even with the 

ppendixes inserted in recent years. Why may 
rot Mr. Chamberlain or some one like him, give 
us a thorough good book on Japan? Lamcertain 
there is a market for such a book in the United 
States. 

Philadelphia is just now very much wrought up 
teligiously, over the visit of evangelist Dwight L. 
Moody. He has been with us some weeks now, 
leading meetings in the great Y.M.C.A. Hall and 
in the largest church building in Philadelphia, the 
Baptist ‘‘Grace Temple.” Here thousands 
gather daily listening to the great preacher, 
Moody has lost none of his fire, none of his fervou, 
none of his directness, none of his pungency, none 
of his great spiritual strength, and he is doing the 
cily a great deal of good. Apart from this, things 
are quiet in the churches. The missionary societies 
are affected still by the financial depression and 
ace looking dubiously toward the end of their 
financial year, The return of the deputation of 
the American Board has awakened a great deal 
of interest in religious wotk in Japan. Their 
conclusions ave not yet made public, but one can 
guess at them from the letters and articles of Dr. 
Bradford in the Qutlook. The church people 
have a warm sympathy for the Christians of Japan 
and are eager for their development into the highe 
est type of religious life. 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
——__.»——_____.. 
(Reutsr’s “Japan Matt” Spactat Service.) 


London, March 6. 
It is generally believed that the Italian de- 


feat in Abyssinia will weaken the Triple Alliance 
and will lead to a regrouping of the Powers. 


Stormy scenes occurred in Rome at the open- 
ing of Parliament, demonstrations being held 
in the streets of the capital. The impeachment 
of Signor Crispi, the Premier, is demanded. 


London, March g. 

Further details of the defeat of the Italian 
forces in Abyssinia augment the gravity of the 
disaster. One brigade was annihilated after a 
determined resistance. The enemy numbered 
one hundred thousand. 

General Baldissera is unable to relieve Adi- 
grat, which is surrounded on all sides and is 
garrisoned by four thousand troops with one 
month’s supplies. 

London, March 11. 

In the House of Commons last night, Mr. 
Goschen, First Lord of the Admiralty, stated 
that Great Britain had now nearly as many 
ships in commission as all Europe together. 
The policy of the Government, he said, was to 
have a force sufficient to protect the interests of 
the Empire in all parts of the globe. 


London, March 13. 
It is believed in Washington that a peaceful 
settlement of the Venezuela question is now 
certain. 
(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘* Japan 


Herald,” the ** Jaoan Gasette,”’ anw other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, March 6. 

In the debate on the Navy estimates, Sir Wil- 
liam Harcourt, Leader of the Opposition, said 
he felt bound to accept the assurance of the Go- 
vernment that the gravity of the present situ- 
ation required increased expenditure. 

London, March 7, 

Serious demonstrations continue to be made 
in Rome of a republican tendency, all directed 
against the continuance of the operations in . 
Abyssinia. Demonstrations are also being re- 
newed in the chief cities of Italy. 

China has refused the offer of a French syndi- 
cate’s loan, although the loan was backed by 
the French Government. Negotiations by an 
Anglo-German syndicate for placing a loan are 
proceeding. 

London, March roth. 

General Baldissera, the commander of the 
Italian forces in Abyssinia, has cabled that the 
situation is not desperate and that he has upwards 
of 30,000 men under his command. 

The Russian journal Movoe Vremya has open- 
ed a fund in aid of the wounded of King 
Menelek’s army. 

A new Ministry has been formed in Italy with 
Signor Rudini as President, General Ricotti 
taking the portfolio of Minister of War, and 
Signor Brin that of Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

Count Goluchowski, Austrian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, has arrived in Berlin to confer 
with Prince Hohenlohe on the situation, es- 
pecially as it relates to Italy. 

London, March 11. 

Signor Brin now takes the portfolio of Mini- 
ster of Marine in the new Italian Ministry, the 
Duke de Lermoneta becoming Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and Signor Branca Minister of 
Finance. 

The hearing of the charges against Dr. 
Jameson has been resumed at the Bow Street 
Police Conrt, Sir Richard Webster, Attorney 
General, and Sir Robert Finlay, Solicitor Gene- 
ral, conducting the prosecution. 

Exchange on London at Paris ............ 25.31 
» New York ...... 4.88 
London, March 12. 

The U.S. Congress is disposed to drop the 
proposal to insist upon the recognition of the 
belligerent rights of the Cuban insurgents. 

The Times correspondent at Odessa tele- 
graphs that the despatch of troops from Russia to 
the Far East still continues though the Russian 
orces in Eastern Siberia already exceed 90,000 
men, 

Count Goluchowski, the Austrian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, at present on a visit to 
Berlin to confer with Prince Hohenlohe, has 
had two private interviews with the Emperor 
William. 

A resolution has-ben passed by the House 
of Commons in favour of opening the Museums 
and Public Galleries on Sundays, 
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Tl 
(From tana " N.-C. Daity News.’’) 
London, March 2. 

A systematic agitation has commenced in 
Germany for a large increase in the Navy. 

London, March 4, 

The army of King Menelik of Abyssinia has 
repulsed a combined attack of the Italian forces. 
After a desperate battle the Italians retreated. 
They lost sixty guns, and three Generals are 
reported missing, and one wounded. It is re- 
ported that General Baratieri has committed 
suicide. 

There is intense excitement in Italy and some 
garrisons have been confined to barracks. 

The reserves of 1872 have been called out, 
and reinforcements of six batteries of artillery 
and ten thousand men have been ordered for 
service. 

General Baldissera has assumed command 
in Erythrea, 





and the rattle of chess Pawns. In the time of the 
Tching «lynasty, as the story goes, a wood-cutter 
who had gone to the top of a mountain for a day's 
wotk found two young men there playing chess, 
He stopped to look on, and presently became ine 
tecested, and after a while one of the players 
gave him a piece of candied fruit toeat. The 
game grew more and more exciting. The wood- 
culter forgot his work, and sat hour after hour with 
his eyes on the board. At last he happened to 
look at hisaxe. The handle of it had rotted away. 
That frightened him, He jumped up, and has- 
tened down the mountain to the village. Alas, 
among all the people in the street he recognised 
votone, and he found on inquiry that several cen- 
turies had passed since he started out with his axe, 


Hastings Congress, Dr, Tarrasch says of Herr 
Schlechter that he was an honourable representa- 
tive of the Vienna school. He lost four games 
only, but he drew no less than 12. ‘Still we 
should do him an injustice if we classed him as 
playing for draws. A great many of his games 
were played with great boldness and elegance; 
only sometimes he missed the winning continua- 
tion, or discarded it in favour of more complicated 
attacks, which, finally, did not succeed. Besides, 
nearly all of his drawn games were played in the 
first half of the tourney, while in the second half 
he left only two games undecided. He is still 
very young—only twenty-one years of age—the 
youngest chess-inaster in the tourney, and his 
further development will be watched with interest. 
It is not likely to be in the drawing direction.” 
‘The Standard gives the following brilliant game 
as supplying evidence of the injustice of attaching 
to Herr Schlechter the sobriquet of the “ Drawing- 
Master.” It was won whew he was only eighteen 
years of age from Herr B. Fleissig, one of the 
best of the amateurs of Vienna :— 


Game No. 450. 
IRREGULAR OPENING. 
















































PILLSBURY. 


Pillsbury’s American friends are hopeful that 
his want of success in the St. Petersburg tourna- 
ment will have the effect of spurring him to further 
effort; his youth is all in his favour and it is not 
difficult to predict that ere many years elapse he 
will attain a position in the chess world equal if 
not superior to that of his present rival, Lasker. 


London, March 5. 
Fifteen Italian battalions were engaged in 
the late battle, under the command of General 














B wurts. gttAck ai 
aratieri. eissig. chlechter. G N 
The Shoans completely out-manceuvred the 1—P to EQ Kt 4 (a) Ii—P to K 3 sacle es it 
, . 2—Bto Kt 2 2—KttoK B3 PETROFF S DBFENCE. 
Italians and finally charged amidst their ranks, 3—-P 100 R3 fed? te Bhd cieectl ro selpey 
firing on the officers point blank. 4—P to Ke 5 (b) 4—P 1004 S: Lipschitz, J. W. Showalter. 
The Italian retreat was an utter rout; their 5—P to O4 5—Q to R 5 ch. ee re ay te in 
losses are not stated, and a whole brigade is 6—Kt to B 3 (c) 6—Kt to K 5 obi (a) EY teh p 3 
missing. 7-QO%wQO3 7—P takes P 3 24 3 
aC te ie — &—GtakesP - 8—B to B4 ae ed ea be ae 
9— QO takes Kt P g—B takes P ch, ae Qs rr 2 Kt 5 ch. (b) 
CHESS. 10—K to O sq. 10—P to O5 —P takes Pe —P . B 
~~ 11—Q takes Rh. 11—K to K 2 7 = 7 4 
8—K. to Kt 5 (c) 8—Castles 
(A8 Coromonications to be addressed to the (mass Roiton.) 12—O takes B 12—P takes Kt K kes Kt (d P takes K 
en 13—B to B sq. 13—KttoQ2. . ie kee af ) oe te R : 
The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon-| 14—O takes R (d) 14—O takes Kt P 10— ok a o ca o K sq- ' 
day aud Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m.] 15—Bto B 4 1I5—O to O 4 ch. bas - K. Pe ra : 3 ; 
to If p.m, 16—K to B sq. 16—B to K 6 ch. Kk takes B eK to B 3 ‘al 
Visitors to Yokohama and Officers of ships Shia rye Fleissi rcusus tan 14—Q to K sq. (e) 14—Q takes P 
(whethér Navy or Merchant service) who are ad B 7 15—K to O sq. 15—O R to K sq. 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club diu- (uy tnkeadcil tp w tae 16—P to O Kt 3 16—P to K6 
ing their stay in this port. of Beater ab ig abe +4 we f 7 17—B to R 3 (f) 17—Otw Bs 
a tc) Or ica netling nenr duos to soba to the loss of the 18—B takes R (g) 18—P to K 7 ch. 
The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel | Knight's Pawn by 6—B to B 3, ? takes Kt P, 7—P to Q 3, &c. 19—-Q takes P 19—R takes O 
every Friday from 1 p.m, to 7 p.m. {3} fee ace nkes Kt ue 18—K to Kt a: tek matesin| 20—K takes R 20—P to O 6 ch. 
Ss i SRR N three moves. 21—K takes P 21—V lo Sch. 
OLUTION OF PROBLEM NO, 219. Game No. 451. 22—K to Ka 22—O takes R 
bhyley ois The following is a rematkable game :—The oe i @ B3 oe 3 
i—O to O B7 1—P takes Kt Times Weekly says :—Decidedly one of the bright- <6 delle ie R al — tak Py 
a—Q takes P, mate est and most original games of the tournament. aS K te B> a ; ae p- a 
1—B to Kt 6 ch, White by 2—P to K 5 goes dead against modern a —_p te R nh 720 Me B 
2—Kt takes B, mate theory, for that move has long been discarded of a pe Ke 163. le R 
1—Q takes R by authorities. Nevertheless he gets a crushing| ? RK to R. sq; : As g 4 
2—Q to K B 4, mate attack and every movetells. At the finish Black’s a 7 Kv. ie 7 7 
1—P takes R only resource seems to be K to K sq., and then 3°" B to B 3 30—¥Y to of 
2—Kt to O 3, dis. mate follows perhaps Btakes P ch. and RtoQ sq., a Lo ear 31— eZ f ch. 
1—K takes B pinning the Knight, which threatens a disagree- aoe - 5 aie R 
2—R to R 4, mate able check at B 6. oa oe om ae 5 B : h. (1 
1—-B takes B FRENCH DRFRNCE. 34— KK to KB sq. 34—Kt to B 5 ch. (1) 
2—Q takes Kt, mate WHITE. BLACK. Resigns. 
1—P to Kt 4 W. H. K. Pollock. Dr. Tarrasch. (a) Authorities differ upon the treatment of this opening by 
a—Kt t i—PtoK4 Ii—P to K 3 White. 3—Kt takes P, however, is generally preferred, 
~— o Q 3, mate, (b) Supposed to be inferior. Showalter, however, adopts an 
C Di wh: Si - 2—Pwo K 5 2—Pw KB 3 ingenious sacrificing combination, favoured by Pillsbury, and 
orrect answers from Digamma, W.D.C., Shogi, 3-—P to O4 3—P to B4 Lipschutz falls into the trap, as shown later on. 
W.H:S., E.].K., j.D., aud W.d.H. 4—B to 3 4—P to B 4 Ae che pee SP araiet on is ral aaee fa — 72 oe 
° . 8 g! n e preference. ’ 
W.d.H.—Your “cook” isa failure. Look at 5—P to Kt 4 5—P takes OP the rey leads to an jatislor ** book # variation favourable to 
the position of White King after Black has taken 6—P takes P 6—O to R4ch. Black. ; a : 
Knight with Bishop and perpend ! 7—P ww B3 7—Q takes K P ch. (¢) a ee Moe a — oe naga “on 
Your second try is no better; but your third 8—Kt to K 2 8—Ktto O 183 1o— takes P no~Kt takes P. ch. 
attempt is all sight, andas the latter atrived be- g—Castles 9—Bto B4 ae ction Sh et, he Tea 
fore we go to press you are duly credited as above. 10o—R to ae 10o—O : B3 13—K to Kt sq. 13—-Q takes B, and wise 
—_— 11—Ki to O2 11—K P takes B See rere 
Propiem No. 221. aced bakes & 12—B to K 2 xb best under the circumstances. If 24—Q takes 
By C. A. Giczere. 13—Ki to K B 3 13—K to Q sq. 15-0 takes Kt of-<) tabee ch; 
BLACK. 14—Btwo K Kt 5 14—O to B2 10 -K to Q sq. 16—() takes P 
is— akes ch, 'iSs= tsq.) lakes z7—R to K sq. 17—() to s, ch. 
5—B takes Bet 5 \((Ktsq.) takes B Riot 7-0 to Kt $, ch 
—KtoQa z o B 7, ch, 
a fork, A Se hehe a v 19 t to Re ai a por dh * pode 
—_— _ s L »asan ° 
18—P takes Kt 18—P to Kt 3 od it BP hed Bo; then i Pio Ks, ch. wins the queen ; 
sachet B oat = and, if 18—P takes P, then 38....., R takes P wins equally. 
19 t to 4 19 to Kt 2 (h) An easy victory for Mr. Showalter, as he had only to re- 
20—Bw Ki 5 20—Ki to B3 member a variation with which Mr. Lipschitz was not ac- 
21—P to K6 21—-O to K 2 quainted, Another plea for the study of the openings. 
22—Kt to Kt 6 22—O to Kt 4ch. E95 
23—O takes O ch. 23—P takes Q Dr. Tarrasch gives the following explanation of 
24—Kt takes R 24—Kt to O05 his comparative failure at the Hastings Congress: 


— ‘It was the sea that undid me. For the first 
time I was at a sea-bathing resort; and fatigued 
by professional duties, I thought to combine re- 
creation and chess. Every morning I went to the 
seaeshore till shortly before the time for play and 
enjoyed in full measure the charm of the sea and 
the rapture of life on the strand. But scarcely 
had I breathed the balmy sea air for half an hour 
when I found myself benumbed, as if lulled to 
sleep; and the more I felt bodily rejuvenated the 
more I felt incapacitated for intense mental effort. 
In this condition instances of chess-blindness hap- 
pened to meat the board such as never could have 
occurred in the normal state of my mental facul- 


25—P to K7 ch. 
? and White wins, 


Cuinese Cuess, 

A Chinese writer, Tcheng Ki-tong, describes 
Chinese chess as a game of patience. It is played 
with 361 Pawns, and the player sometimes deli- 
berates half an hour before moving one of them. 
Literary men and ladies are said to be fond of it, 
and what sounds more likely, ‘‘ people who have 
LS retired from business.” There are three sounds, 
Herr Scuvecurer. the writer says, which help to turn one’s thoughts 

Commenting in the Frankfort General Anseiger| toward what is pure and delicate; the sound of 
ow the play of the several competitors at the! failing water, the murmur of wind in the trees, 





wuhits, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


_ Original from 
Digitized by Google CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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vid Kobe:—H.I.H. Prince Fushimi, H.E. Hitrovo, 
Viscount T. Kiyooka, Marquis A. Tokugawa, 
Colonel Ikeda, Colonel Tojio, Count Hisamatsu, 
Count Asada, Baron Madenokoji, Mr. H. Fukuba, 
Mr. U. Ito, Mr. ¥. Tokugawa, Colonel Ouyehara, 
Captain Sakamoto, Mr. Kamada, Mr. André 
Hitrovo, Mrs. Munter, Mc. Nirayama, Mr. Y. 
Goto, Mr. S. Tokioka, Mc. U. Saito. Mr. Koshima, 
Captain Inouye, Dr. Iwai, Mr. T. Toly, Mr. E. 
Thiel, Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Haskell, Messrs. E. J. 
Bates, E. Orth, L. C. Putnam, W. C. Forbes and 
boy, W. E. Southcott, S. Nishimura, Suzuki 
Massa, Mrs. Lucy H. Hoog, Miss Laura A. 
Haygoat, Mr. E. Bernard, Mr. and Mis. Black, 
Messrs. O. P. Benson, Poo Chun Lan, Do Shun 
Hing, Cheong Wing Fat, and S. A. Zaher in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai via ports .—Miss L. A. Haigood, Miss 
M. Munroe, Mr. Feindel, Kaiserliche Konsul, 
Dr. L. H. Hoag, Mrs. Ogawa, Messrs. W. J- 
Robertson, C. Robertson, RF J. Quin, E. Becker, 
J. Hands, John Graham, W. Daniels, H.C. von 
Glahn, and S. N. Yeno in cabin; Messrs. J- 
Creaney, S. Wakamatsu, W. Wiese, Kaneda, 
Tsuda, and Hara in second class, and 2 passen- 
gers in steerage. ' 


naa 


CARGOES. 

Per French steamer Ernest Simons, for Shang 
hai vid Kobe :—Raw Silk for Europe, 128 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 141 bales. 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports :—Treasure, $429,000.00. 


Nee ae 


Iolanthe, American schooner, 103, Mansfield, roth 
March,—Guam and Caroline Islands 13th Feb- 
ruary, Copra.—Captain. 

Dorothea Rickmers, Ge:man steamer, 2,460, Pape, 
roth March,—Antwerp vid ports, General. 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Vera, British schooner, 62, W. Shields, roth 
March,—Victoria, B.C., 14th January, Sealing 
Gear.—Captain Cox. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 11th 
March,—Nagasaki 7th March, Coal.—Mitsu 
Bishi Sha. 

Fortuna, British schooner, 97, O'Leary, rath 
March,—Victoria, B.C., 2nd January, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffiu. 

Agnes MacDonald, British schooner, 107, M. Cut- 
ler, 13th March,—Victoria, B.C., 15th January, 
Sealing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 


ties. At last, but not Lill too late, I discovered 
where the change in my game originated. [then 
remained at home every morning till the time of 
play, with the result that I won every remaining 
game—unfortunately only six. 







“Asarule,” says the chess editor of the Géas- 

ow Weekly Citizen, ‘chess amateurs do not suf- 

Fciently realise the deadly nature of the common 
chess malady Queen’s-Pawn-at-home.” 



















Dr. Benjamin Marshall, of San Francisco, re- 
cently wrote from Paris to inform the chess editor 
of the San Francisco Chronicle that while he was 
in London he had met Lasker, Lee, Steinitz, and 
other leading chess-players. He stated that all o 
the chess masters with whom he had come in con- 
tact were much interested in Pillsbury, whom they 
regarded as “‘a sort of phenomenon, with great 
possibilities,” but whose “status” they thought 
“had not yet been fixed, and could not be fixed 
until he had tested his powers against Lasker and 
Tschigorin singly.” 


DEPARTURES. 


Westwater, British steamer, 1,800, Stevens, 6th 
March,—Kobe and Hongkong, General.— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Diana, British schooner, 64, A. Neilsou, 6th March, 
—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Captain. 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, N. Ono, 
7th March,—-Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 8th 
March,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Ernest Simons, French steamer, 3,370, Delacroix, 
8th March,—Shanghai via Kobe, Mails and 
General.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Frigga, German steamer, 1,400, Voss, 8th March, 
—Hamburg via ports, General.—Simon, Evers 


It is stated in the Mew Orleans Times Democrat 
that during a visit which Blackburne recently paid 
to London, hisumbrella and lis overcoat were stolen 
from the hotel in which he was staying. To the 
veteran the loss was a specially annoying one, bes 
cause one of the pockets of his overcoat contained 
the scores of his congress games at Hastings, to- 

ether with the manuscript annotations which he 
fad prepared for the Congress Book. 



















The Tokyo Chess Club have accepted one of 
the propositions of the Yokohama Chess Club, and 
a friendly match is arranged, as under :— 





REPORTS. 












Toyko. Yokohama. & Co. The British steamer Strathnests, Captain Pattie, 
Walz. versus Griffin. Tsinan, British steamer, 2,406, Ramsay, 8th March, reports -—Left Tacoma, Wash., the 14th February 
Mason, versus Tennant. —Australia and New Zealand viA Kobe and at 4 a.m.;3 experienced a succession of stormy 
Du::. versus Wollheim. Hongkong, General.—Butterfield & Swire. westerly winds until making Japan coast. Are 
Krug. versus Davieson. Anaconda, American schooner, 40, A. Lawson, 8th rived at Yokohama the 6th March at noon. 


March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Captain. 

Golden Fleece, American schooner, 131, Funkle, 
8th March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—J. 
Kernan. 


It is hoped and expected that the contest will 
take place in Tokyo on Friday next, March 2oth. 
SSS 
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LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
—_—__—____——_—_—_ 















MAIL STEAMERS. Koreets ( . p 
7), Russian gunboat, Captain IItich, gth i 
_—____«#———_ March,—Sagami. . IMPORTS. 
YHE NEXT MAIL IS bus Nestor, British steamer, 1,658, Asquith, oth March, . nome what sia in pi market. Some 
From America s.c.ceee per P. M.Co. Monday, Mar. 16th.* —Liverpool vid ports Genera .—Butterfield & usiness has been done in rey Varn (16/24 
trom Amerie gin pete: Mi C0... Gtonday. Mace vets t | | Swite- ans Singles and 2/80’s gassed) at irsegular and lower 
ie alcgier siseeens perO.%&0O.Co. Sunday, Mar. aand.\ | Diana, American achooner, 74, Petersen, roth | prices. Shirtings—Considerable contracts have 
rom Europe, ¥t ‘ March,—North Pacific, Sealin Gear.—Captain, | been made for summer arrival but ** spot ” caigo 
Hongkong sss a per N.D. Lloyd Wed'day, Mar. 38th ’ “4 aptain. |” ’ ee ae 3 
from Hongkosy pee Gee P. & O. Co. ssi re Queen Elisabeth, British. ship, 1,700, Fulton, roth | 's neglected. Retail sales in l.-Cloths, Turkey 


Brom Europe, via 





Reds, Velvets, and Italian Cloth complete the list. 
All else somnolent. 


COTTON PIECK GOUNS. 
: Pr 


Hongkong wosesese . per M. M. Co. Wed'day, Mar.agth. March,—Hongkong, Ballast.—Flint, Kilby & 


From Hongkong ...... per C. P. R. Co. Thursday, Mar. 26th. 







O. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 11th March,—Shanghai via ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Progress, German steamer, 746, Brandt, rath 
March,—Takao, General.—Butter field & Swire. 

Telena, British steamer, 5,100, Scott, 12th March, 


® City of Rio de Janeiro left San Francisco on February 6th. 
t City of Peking left San Francisco via Honolulu on February 
agth. % Empress of China left Vancouver on March and: § Doric 
left San Francisco on March sth. I Hohennollera lett Hongkong 
on March 33th. , 


BR Pigces. 

Urey Stilstings>84 tm, 384 yds. syinches $2.30 to 2.90 
| Shirtings—glh, 386 yds. qsinches 2.75 to 3.30 
br. Cloth—-7b, 24 vale g2inches..... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings-—12 yards, 44 inches.. %.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted,24 yards, 30 inches, 200 to 3.7§ 





THE weEXT MAIL I BAVES 














Bor AMerica ..ccccceeose erQ,& O.Coe. Sunday, Mar. agth. a ; aL Cotton—Italians and Satteens Mlacle pe KAMD 
For Hongkong ......00 ner P. & 0. Co. sanasy, Mar. 3th & ee vane saenetal samuel Samus! a inches Oe eat tes 0.16 to 0.23 
For Hongkong .......0 perC. ®.R.Co. Monday, Mar, z6th. N, . M . ren riece, 
eee vik Hong: jee N D 1 to _ Gctirds alae wiat agoya aru, Japanese steamer, 1,739 Cottier, Velvets—Black, 35 yards, a2 inches oe 8.00 to «0,00 
rettacikis HaR Rc’ Sarkaa | Auten Kathe. General —| Vict ieee ciceaBsaesverdiy 
or Europe, vid Shang- . oes 4b, , 
al sansansaseennsterinietens perM.M.Co, Sunday, Mar. aand. | Oolong British steamer, 1,970, Conradi, t2th §O TMCNES csesesseeene av cee cns see cnseneces 1.60 to 0.73 
For A {CR seovcerecves P. M. Co, Sunday, ; da. , 2 ie ) 9 ’ ‘ a 
for Canada, Bes nes per GP. RCo. drt March,—Liverpool, via ports, General.—W. M. deine fire ae ne sm 34185 080 1.85 to 8,10 
PASSENG ‘. 33 melee Se cara, 2.35 to 2.65 
LATEST SHIPPING. ocala re ae laches A eee fs a.goto 3.30 
— My 
Per Japanese steamer Yokohame Maru, from WOOLLEENS. rat YARD. 


ARRIVALS. 


Sikh, British steamer, 2,735, Rowley, 6th March, 
—Hongkong vid Kobe, 25th February, General. 
—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Strathnevis, British steamer, 1,863, Pattie, 6th 
March,—Tacoma, Wash., 14th February, Mails 
and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 6th March,—Shanghai vid ports, 2gth 
February, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 


Flamed .ccce. cos see see coe cen coe cee ane ene ste eee nee $0.30 to 0.470 
Italian Cloth, yo yasds, 32 inehes best 0.35 ta 0.41 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 

Me disinr ecce. ce ceecee eee center see nee eee 
Italian Cloth, 430 yards, 32 inches 

ChOmimadd coc cec cee cee cee ene cee eee cee ene eee 
Mousseline de J.nine—Crape, 24 yards, 

QU TCH EB... cee cee ce es cee cee te eee eee te 0.9§ tu v.33 
Cloths—Pilots, 54 @ 5Sinches ........ 0.9§ (00.50 
Cloths—Presidonts, §4@ 56 inches ... 0.6@ to 0.65 
Clothe—Union, 54 @ 56 inches ........ 0-40 to 0.70 
Manketa—Scartet and Green, 3 to 5th, 


Shanghai:—Miss Clara Collier, Mr. L. G: Steven- 
son, Mr. John Graham, Mr. W.F. Mitchell in 
cabin; Mr. Wm. Moore in second class, and one 
Chinese in steerage. From Nagasaki :—Mr. 
Glikoff, Mc. Atexandwosky, and Mr. Yezaki in 
cabin; Mr. and Mrs. Muraoka, Mr. Ito, and Mr. 
Idzuki in second class, and 8 Japanese in steerage. 
From Kobe:—Mrs. Henderson and Mr. Kluss tn 
cabin; Mrs. C. Tominaga and Mr. Ridley in 
second class, and 37 Japanese and 3 Europeans 


0 30 to 0.330 





0325 to 0.27% 




















Kaisha. in steerage. per cccccutesctssasetsecsecscese 0.60 (00.75 
Admiral Nakhimoff (18), Russian cruiser, Captain Per British steamer Verona, from Hongkong COTTON YARNS ; 
Kasherininoff, 7th March,—Yokosuka 7th March. vid ports :—Sub-Lieut. Stevenson, Captain J. W.] stun. 16,24, Singles .... ee ee ee 
Oolong, British steamer, 1,970, Couradi, 7th Lee, Mis. Willcombe, Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson, Nos, 28/32 Singles anti 
March,—Liverpool vid ports, General.—W. M.| Mc. W. H. Carew, Mr. and Mrs. Irwine and Nos. 38/42, Singles... sesssssssser ens eer anesnssnenen sen ges 
Strachan & Co. servant, Mr. J: F. Lowder, Mr. C. H. Fearon, Nos. 47, Doubles seorercesccccnecnaten sr nas ope suena coe ore Pa 
Progress, German steamer, 746, Brandt, gih| Mr. Low Yim, Mr. Wong Chee, and Mr. and Breda — ansiesoriegeseniansenaneiay < Stereercitr® = 
March,— Takao, Sugar.—Butterfield & Swire. | Mrs. H. 1. Chope in cabin; one Chinese on deck. Nes, tae. Br Deca aseaanmia | 
‘Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, Per French steamer Sadaste, from Marseilles Nos. 2/100, sis Wa SPP Sve NESE = 


viA ports:—Mr. Sulzew, Mr. Okubo, Mrs. Lan- 
guellien,; Mrs. Valincon, Mr, Foster, Mr. Raffray, 
Mrs. Raffray and 3 children, Mr. Sarrazin, Mr. 
Lourdon, Mr. Werge, Mes. Werge, Miss Rick- 
mers, Miss Rickmers, Mr. C. Hoffman, Mr. 
Konow, Mr. and Mis. Heill, M:. Rickmers, Mr. 
Kuhn, Mrs. Colombo and 2 children, Me. 
Colombo, Mr. and Mis. Gielen, Mr. E. Becker, 
Mrs. Komor, and Mr. Wagner iv cabin. 


DEPARTED. 
Per French steamer Ernest Simons, for Shanghai 


8th March,— Hongkong via ports, 28th February, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Koreets (7), Russian gunboat, Captain Iitich, oth 
March,—Sagami gth March. 

Salasie, French steamer, 4,016, A. Paul, oth 
March,—Marseilles and Febrnary, Hongkong 
ist March, Shanghai 4th, and Kobe 8th, Mails 
and General.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Borealis, British schooner, 37, Washpelt, roth 
March,—Victoria, B.C., 2and December, Seal- 
ing Gear.—Captain. 


Nos. a/60, Gassed TIRTINII Mei eee eee Bee res bee 

Nos. 2/80, Gassed... eee eee pee see eee C8 68s ARAe eee oseeee see 

Nos. 2/ too, Gassed see cee cen woe set Gee eee C8 gen eee eee ser oce 
. MICEALS. 


Quotations unchanged. There is some enquiry 
for Plates and Galvanized, but the rise at home 
causes holders to be very ficem. Other Iron dull 3 
especially Wire Nails, which seem to feel the 
competition of American made goods. Something 
doing in Tin Plates, as is natus al at the approach 
of the New Tea season. 










Google 
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Par ricuL, 


Phat Maing b Siliis sii ssiccescaciccn «- $3.20 to 3.25 
Phat Hare, § biachr... cc ccrssessocseccsssssevses 9-39 10 3.30 
Roued and square upto Pinel... .. 3.20 lo 3.30 
Iron Plates, assorted .........00.ccccccc 9.50 LO 4.65 
RUE CGI sxc kis cndcegdateskee ecasipttonraps AQ0.10 40D 
Galvanized Irom sheets .................... 9.00 to 9.50 
Wire Nails, assorted oo... 5.40 to 5 8o 
Tin Platex, per box sidials 5.60 to §-90 
Piy Iron, bie. ac hestias teseees 1.60 to 1.65 


KMROSMNK 

Holders have shown themselves to be unaccount- 
ably weak, and prices are down again. Buyers 
are still sly, waiting for yet further concessions, 

PPRORSEBD osc deaiccs ten emcsitanieen nen tanta re ion’ S000 10 BS 

SER ONON Sesion debsoneenveiy serssatneete 2.10 

Langkat Corer IeT OTT eller ee rt er et eee =r 

SUGAR. 

Brown—Fair arrivals of Manila and China 
sorts, and prices for the lower grades thereof have 
receded. Takao—A good cargo of new sugar has 
arrived per Zaiwan, of which about two-thirds were 
previously sold to arrive. The balance is on the 
inarket at full rates. White Refined—More en- 
guity, and holders are trying for a substantial 
advance in price. 

reR PICUL, 


etre Fa OG a isiias coticss secsteadsisitecencow 9440 86.4:80 


Brown Manila ............s.0csccsssescseseesee 4:90 C0 §.10 
Brown Daitong (New) ......... ccc 3,80 tO 3.85 
OW TGR aro tes cnseinercocimouciens 400 to 4.70 
White Java and Penang .................. 6.70 to 6.80 
White Refined oo. oe cceee 6 vo t© g.ag 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 
A smart drop in quotations, which, however, has 
not induced much business, and it is said that 
failures are imminent among the smaller Japan- 
ese merchants whose present and prospective 
losses are more than they can stand. A rising 
exchange makes the situation and outlook still 
more acute. Stock remains at £5,000 piculs. 
QUOTA TIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 
Tilatures—lxtra gts, 1o!s2 den,,,.Nom. 


Filatures—Extra 3/15, 14/16 den,..Nom. $730 
Filatures—No, t, 10/03 lemiers... cscs 740 tO 750 


Tilatures——No. a, 13/15, 14/16 ten... cue 700 to 710 
Filatures—No. «4, to/:4 deniers . see 710 tO 720 
Filatuses—No, 14, 13/16, cy/tysten, ...... 680 to 690 
Filatuces—No, a, 16/15 demierh .....s0+00064 680 tO 6g0 
Filatuces—No. 2, 1 4/ti deniers .............. 650 to 660 
Re-reelsa—No. 6, 09/15, ty/t6den,...Nom. 680 
Re-reels—No. th, 13/16, 14/07 deniers...... 650 to 660 
Re-veelsa—No. 2, 64/18 deniers ...... Nom. 640 
Re-reels—No. 24, 14/08 deniers Nom, 630 
Re-reclam Noa. 4, tyiau deniers,,.... Nom. 620 
Kakedas—Extew 0.0.00... Nom —_— 
ae 6 css sca dns: festa cad ed ecdtacasn 700 to 710 
Mabe aR tU 06.1.4 oes sk ine cicen s'nta ces denescce cia COOKS 670 
Kakedas—-No. 2 oo... cee cesses cesses cesses 640 C0 650 


K meced ae NO. 34.0. .c0 ccc cce sce ces cee cons 

WASTE SIL&. 

At last buyers have secured the long-desired 

reduction, and considerable business has been 

done on the basis of our present quotations, 

Sellers profess themselves current now, and anxi+ 
ous to goon, Stock reduced to 11,000 piculs, 

QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 


«» 620 to 630 


Noshi—Filature, Best 0.0.0... ..............810§ to 110 
Noshi—Filature, Good ....................... 100 to 105 
Noshi—Oshu, Hest... 00... ....0-cccessescoseee 010 C0595 
NoshimOshu, Good c..cccccseecssceeesec eee 105 tO TNO 
Noshi—Oshu, Medism .........cccceceeees GO tO 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ....... aeaucteeaes - 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good ............... « S55 te. oe 
Noshi—Bushu, West ... 0.0. ....0..ccececereseeee 10§ tO 410 
Noshi—Bushu, Good oo... ce eases QS) 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... 00... ...seseseseeee 90 to Q2h 
Noshi—]oshu, Good ...... 00. .400..cc0 ces eevee 60 to 65 
Washi Josh, Cate sésiisicsisveisscsctwe.e $5 te §9h 
XibisomVilature, est .....cccccccceeereeeeee B85 to QO 
Kihiso—Filature, Seconds ................ 75 tu 80 


TEA. 
No trade in Old leaf, and all quotations with. 
drawn, With the advent of Spring we should 
soon learn something of the New crop. 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, March 7th. 
As tepoited yesterday, H. & W. Docks have 
risen to 155 per cent, premium, ex dividend of 8 





per cent., and a bonus of 4 per ceut.; to-day they] 


have further improved, there being buyers at 158 
per cent. premium, at which cate shares have been 
sold locally to the Colony. Hongkong Ropes, 
which advanced from $150 to $175 on the 28th 
ultimo, have buyers to-day in Hongkong at $190, 
and at this rate shares were sold locally. 

Local stocks are also strengthening. After 
being enquired for at $135 yesterday morning, 
$140 was refused for Yokohama E. & I. Works. 
Langfeldts are on enquiry and a firm offer of 
shares may result iv business. 

March gth. 

Mail advices from China bear dates of the 29th 
ultimo and 4th instant. 
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Hongkong repoits:—North Chinas have been 
placed at Ils. 222.50; Yangtszes at $123; Cantons 
at $190; Punjoms at $6 for ordinary and $2 for 
Preference shares; Fenwicks at $22.50; Ices $97/99 
and Tramways at$85. Other stocks have also been 
dealt in at last quotations, Shanghai reports :— 
Boyds have been done at Tls. 200; Indas at Tls. 47 
and $67 from Hongkong for May delivery ; Steam. 
boats at $32; Straits at $26 and $27 for cash and 
$28 for March ; Hongkew Wharfs at Tis. 110 ; Co- 
operatives at Tls. 200; Peraks at Tls. 41; China 
Sugars at $118 for June; Shanghai Lands at Ts. 
60 for Tls. 30 paid up shares ; Ewo Cottons at Tls. 
65 and are wanted; Soey Chee Cottons at Tls. 
200; Lankats at Tis. 305/310; Sumatras at Tls. 
310 cash, and Tls. 320 for April and May, and 
Country Club Debentures 7 per cent, at Ts. 105. 

The weakness in the uracket for Sleamboags 
is attributed to sales of shares by Shanghai and 
in Hongkong, holders feeling wneasy that the 
plague will handicap the earnings of the Com. 
pany; butit is reported that up to the present 
there is no ground for anxiety and that the Com- 
pany is doing splendidly. On the basis of the 
last dividend this stock returns to investors 8 per 
cent. per annum at present rates. The rise in 
Indo-China is supposed to be due to short sales 
in Shanghai. Private advices from the Straits 
Settlements have caused an improvement in Pun- 
joms. The boom in Hongkong Ropes is due to 
proposal of the General Managers to capitalize 
the 1895 earnings (about $90,000) and part of the 
Reserve Fund, by the creation of 2,000 vew shares 
of $50 each to be given to shareholders, iv lieu of 
a dividend, in the proportion of 2 new to 3 old 
shares. Tha meeting to decide this proposition 
took place on the 2gth ultimo, and as the market 
has further improved, we assume the proposal lias 
been approved of. 

We hear the following is the result of the Straits 
Insurance Company’s working during 1895 :-—Net 
premium $1,110,000; balance at working account 
$550,000; balance at profit and loss Account 
$100,000; to be added to reserve fund $20,000 
aud a dividend of 1o percent. perannum. Hong- 
kong Lands, we hear by wire, are a little weaker ; 
there being buyers only al $73, at which rate shares 
have been sold locally to Hongkong and are 
offering. 

Local stocks unchanged. Langfelds, Ciub 
Hotels, and Debentures of all kinds are enquired 
for. A few Grand Hotels are obtainable at quot- 
ations. 

March 13th. 

Hongkong repotts by wire that H. & S. Banks 
have further risen, there Deing buyers there to-day 
at 185 per cent. premium. We attribute the rise 
to the floating of the loan of £16,000,000 to the 
Chinese Government. 

H. C. & M. Steamboats have been parted with 
locally to Hongkong at $33. 

Grand Hotels have again been sold at $145, at 
which rate a few shares can be had. Iron Works 
continue in demand, and $145 can be had for 
shares. Langfeldts are still enquired for, 

Since writing the above the following quotations 
have been wired to us fiom Hongkong :— 

H. & S. Banks 190 per cent. premium Buyers; 
Hongkong Lands $84 Sellers; China Fires $92.50 
Sales; H. & W. Docks 160 per cent. premium 
Buyers; H. & K. Wharfs $48 Sales; Douglasses 
$52.50 Sellers; Punjoms $7 Sellers ; Raubs $4.30 
Sellers ; Balmorals $1.75 Nominal; National 
Banks $26 Neminal; Indos $64.50 Sellers; Straits 
$29 Buyers ; Unions $200 Buyers ; China Traders 
$78.50 Buyers and Buyers, of Hongkong Fires 
at $312.50. 


EXCHANGE. 


Rates of Exchange were steady at the beginning 
of the week, advanced during two days, and have 
remained firm since. 

Sletling——Baek Tit. ciéccasaccccassese 
Bills on demand,,,... 
4 months’ sight ,..... 
Private 4 months’ sight....., 
6 months’ sight,..... 
On Paris—Bank sight .........-cecceees 
Ou Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ,,, 
On Hongkong—Bank sight.........0.. 
Private rodays’sight. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ........00 
Private 10 days’ sight. 
On India—Bank sight .......ccceeseeeee 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 
On America— Bank Bills on demand., 
Private 4 months’ sight 
On Germany—Bank sight ............ 
Private 4 months’ sight... 
Bar Silver PL MTOR) bcstisicincas nani wn 


2/2} 
2/2} 
2/375 
2/3 
2/3% 
2,824 
2.864 
wre 
°/,d. 
71% 
72% 
180 
1824 
544 
563 
2.28 
2.31 


31y% 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK. 


ORGANIZED UNDER IMPERIAL DECREE OF 
10TH DECEMBER, 1895. 


CAPITAL: 
6,000,000 GOLD ROUBLES=£960,000, 


FOUNDERS: 
PRINCE HESPERE OUKHTOMSKY. 


RENE BRICE, Administrator, Credit Lyon- 
nais. 


J. GOLDSTAND, Administrator, St. Peters- 
burg International Commercial Bank. 


BARON RODOLPHE HOTTINGUER, Banker, 
Paris. 


ERNEST DENORMANDIE, President, Comp- 
toic National d’Escompte de Paris. 


EDOUARD NOETZLIN, Administrator, Ban- 
que Nationale du Mexique. 


ADOLPHE ROTHSTEIN, Administrator, St. 
Petersburg International Commercial 
Bank. 


JACQUES STERN, Administrator, Banque 
de Paris et des Pays Bas. 


' HEAD OFFICE: 
ST. PETERSBURG. 


OTICE is hereby given that this 
Bank will OPEN a BRANCH in SHANG- 
HAI on the 13th of February, in the pre- 
mises now occupied by the COMPTOIR 
NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE DE PARIS, whose 
Business it will take over on that date. 
The SHANGHAI BRANCH of the RUSSO- 
CHINESE BANK will do a General Bank- 
ing Business. 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK: 


SHANGHAI BRANCH. 


BANKERS : 
London—GLYN, MILLS, CURRIE & Co. 


Paris—COMPTOIR NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE 
DE PARIS. 


BANQUE DE PARIS ET DES PAYS 
BAS. 


Berlin—MENDELSSOHN & Co. 
S. BLEICHRODER. 


Hamburg—M. M. WarsBuRG & Co. 
Amsterdam—LIPPMANN, ROSENTHAL & 
COMPANY. 


Vienna—K. K. PRiv. OESTERR CREDIT 
ANSTALT FUR HANDEL & GEWERBS. 

Interest allowed on Current Account at 2 
per cent. on Daily Balances. 





Interest allowed on Fixed Deposits ac- 
cording to arrangement. 


LOCAL BILLS DISCOUNTED. 


Foreign Exchange on the principal Cities 
of the World, brought and sold. 


Special facilities for Russian Exchange. 


F. BINCELOT, 
D. POKOTILOW, 
A. WERTH, 


Shanghai, 1oth Feb., 1896. 


Co-Managers 
in China. 
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A. WERNICKE, 


HALLE A SAALE, 
GERMANY. 


MACHINE WORKS, 


FIRST-RATE FOR 


ALCOHOL & SUGAR MACHINERY, 


wishes to be represented by qualified 
Engineers. 


March 7th, 1896. 2ins, 





NOT “MADE IN GERMANY”! | 
a\! NSO Xv. 
THE FINEST 
e ENGLISH MAKE. S 


EAU DE COLOGNE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 

than the German kinds, 

use ATKINSON'S ONLY, 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 

Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 
Label and usual * Wuirr Rose’? Trade Mark. Qf 
all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 
J. & BE. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


a 


Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 

Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 
Indents od ail Kinds executed: 

Al and A BC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 





THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


peek suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samuet Baker, in his work entitled ** The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘'! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis, In I 
short time | had many applicants. to whom I served out a 
quantity of Hoiloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of alikinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inammations, 

Me. J. T, Course, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—'* I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway's Ointment. 1 gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and,in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured i in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fow! and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘stock,’ 


Sold by all Chemista and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World, May 1st, 1890. 
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MILKMAID 


ONDENSED MILK 


e ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
leeas all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

1 Avoid low-priced brands from which the 

cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 











we) The Physician’s Cure 


Ep) The Physician's Cure 
1 for Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
1 safest and most gentle 
: Le waa, Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sic& 


ness of esbnlarasers 





The ae Universst sal Remedy for Acidity ee the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 


DINNEFORDS 
|MAGNESIA |i: nite FERS Y | 
"tte Sold chreusndl the World. 


" NLB.-ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. __ 
p i ) ) 


“THE QUEEN sda TABLE WATERS.” 











“More wholesome than = any 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 
THE TIMES. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHRFEFINiUD & SWIRH, 
YOKOHAMA. 











/ voshfle 
OR ae tr f 


FINEST AND GHEAPEST 
e MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES ANI AND SAUCES. 
Invaluable asan Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
Tv be had of alt Storekeepers and Dealers length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd. , 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 





And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Str. Patricr’s Day, the 17th March, passed off 
very quietly in Yokohama. 


Count Mutsu, Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
proceeded to Oiso on the r4th inst. 


Mr. Yoxo-o Yaicut has been nominated by the 
Emperor a member of the House of Peers. 


Mr. Saxnomiya, Grand Master of Ceremonies, 
is confined to his residence through influenza. 


It is believed in Washington that a peaceful 
settlement of the Venezuela question is now 
Certain. 
Mr. Sonopa Koxicut fias been elected by the 
Directors President of the Yokohama Specie 
Bank. ———— 

Tue death is announced of Mr. Masuda, a 
member of the House of Peers, which took 
place on the 14th instant. 


Marquis Kuea, the new Governor of Tokyo, 




















Mr. Miura formally transferred the business to 
his successor. —_—_—— 


Tne total quantity of rice produced in the coun- 


try during last year was 39,878,629 koku (one 
hokw = 5.13 bushels). 


«| H.1.M. tHe Empress-Dowacer, who has been 


staying at Hayama for some time, returned to 
Tokyo on the 16th instant. 


Tue Nippon Yusen Kaisha has decided to build 
a steamer of 9.000 tons at the Mitsubishi ship- 
building-yard at Nagasaki. 


A RESOLUTION has been passed by the House 
of Commons in favour of opening the Museums 
and Public Galleries on Sundays. 


Jupex Mryosut, President of the Supreme Court, 
who is suffering from influenza, has gone io 
Zushi for the benefit of his health. 


H.1I.H. Prince Komatsu, entertained on the 
14th inst, seventeen military officers who lately 
graduated at the Military Academy. 


Mr. Mryacui Kenkicui and five other promo- 
ters have applied for official permission to con- 
structan electric railway between Oiso and Kozu. 


ITaLy has opened negotiations for peace with 
King Menelek, and the departure of the Italian 
reinforcements for Abyssinia has been post- 
poned. eee 

H.M.S. Ldgar leaves Yokohama on Monday 
to receive Lord Spencer, late First Lord of the 
British Admiralty, who is making an unofficial 
tour of inspection. 


Tue Nippon Ginko has published an elaborate 
series of tabulated statements in-support of its 
contention that to impose a tax upon its busi- 
ness would be manifestly unfair. 


The Times correspondent at Odessa telegraphs 
that the despatch of troops from Russia to the 
Far East still continues, thongh the Russian 
forces in Eastern Siberia already exceed 90,000 





me 

(ounce has been arranged between Mr. 
atsukata Shosaku, the sec Count 

Matsykets, and a daughter of Mr. Iwasaki 

Yanosu The wedding will shortly take 

lace in Tokyo. 


HR Government Bills are meeting with very 
slight opposition in the Houses of the Diet; the 
sittings of the Diet will probably be prolonged 
till the end of the month in order to allow of all 
the projected measures becoming law this year. 


Mr. Asano Sorcuiro has sold the Ban koku 
Maru, Kanagawa Maru; and Hinode Maru 
to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha for yen 210,000. 
The company will spend about yen 100,000 
in repairing them. 


Korgais greatly unsettled, the rioters having 
spread over many provinces. Several Japanese 
have been murdered, and warships have been 
dispatched to all the principal ports for the pro- 
lection of Japanese life and property. 


Marquis HACcHIsuKA, President of the House of 
Peers, gave a garden party yesterday at his re- 
sidence at Mita to celebrate the marriage of his 
son, Mr. Hachisuka Maso aki, with the Princess 
Fudeko, fourth daughter of Prince Tokugawa 
Keiki. 
H.E. the British Minister entertained H.I.H. 
Prince Komatsu, Marquis Ito, the Premier; 
Marquis Saionji, ‘Temporary Minister of Fo- 
reign Affairs; Viscount Enomoto, Minister of 
Agriculture and Comnterce; Lieut.-General 
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Ito, and the American, German, Italian, and 
Chinese Representatives, on the evening of the 
12th inst. at the British Legation. 


Tue interviews that have taken place at Berlin 
between Count Goluchowski, Austrian Foreign 
Minister, and His Majesty Emperor William 
have confirmed the existing accord between 
Austria and Germany on all points. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, English Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, has appointed Sir Richard 
Martin Commandant-General of Bechuanaland 
and Rhodesia and Deputy Commissioner for 
South Africa. The appointment is regarded as 
one that will seriously curtail the privileges of 
the Chartered Company. 


An Egyptian expedition was to be sent to Don- 
gola on Friday, numbering eight thousand 
men of all arms under the command of Gene- 
ral Kitchener. The Staffordshire Regiment has 
also been ordered to Wady-halfa. It is stated 
that Lord Cromer has informed the Egyptian 
Cabinet that one thousand British reinforce- 
ments will start for Egypt on the eighteenth 
instant. Mr. Curzon, in reply to a question by 
Sir William Harcourt, stated in the House of 
Commons that in consequence of the threaten- 
ing attitude of the Dervishes it had been de- 
cided to advance the troops in Egypt to 
Akasheh (Central Dongola) and possibly they 
would ultimately go to Dongola, but it was not 
expedient at present to disclose the plans of the 
Government. The decision of the British Go- 
vernment to send an expedition to Dongola has 
caused surprise and irritation in Paris. Ina 
communication to the press it is stated that M. 
Berthelot, Minister of Foreign Affairs, has point- 
ed out to Lord Dufferin the serious consequences 
thereof. 


Ture is very little to be said about the Im- 
port trade, Yarns, Shirtings, and Fancy Cot- 
tons only commanding small attention. The 
same may be said of Woollens of all kinds. 
Sellers, however, are looking forward to the 
change of season to induce some movement 
among buyers, though the latter appear to be 
lying close and doing osly a hand-to-mouth 
business in order to take advantage of ex- 
change as it fluctuates from day to day. The 
Metal market is in much the same condilion as 
the trade in fabrics, and the Kerosene business is 
not much different, The Sugar market is un- 
changed. There is no improvement in the 
condition of the principal Export, the Silk buai- 
ness being generally in a bad way, and the 
allusion made last week to the condition of 
many holders of Silk has been confirmed. 
Quotations are more or less vominal, though 
some enquiry has been made about certain 
good parcels of Filatures, but only low prices 
have been offered with no result. Probably the 
worst is yet to come in the Silk trade, for there 
is no sign of a good demand either from the 
European or American market, and it is certain 
that the immense stock on hand here will shortly 
be further augmented by spring reelings to the 
extent of several thousand piculs. There is a 
very small business in Waste, through holders 
are current and anxious to go on al late rates. 
There is nothing now doing in the Tea trade. 
The weather has been all that is necessary for 
a good new crop, and that is about all that can 
be said. If the temperature of the past few 
days continues there will soon be a strong 
“flush,” and we shall shortly hear of hand 
musters, but last night there was a cold blow, 
though this may be only local. Exchange has 
fluctuated daily, and there is not much sta- 
a in rates. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
—___—_~—_—__————- 

The week has been a significant period, 
viewed froin the standpoint of national industry. 
The departure of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
steamer Zosa Maru ou the pioneer voyage of 
the new service to Europe may be regarded as 
the first evidence of the expansion of Japanese 
maritime enterprise. We are told by the verna- 
cular papers that the goods shipped by her 
were unexpectedly numerous, many of the re- 
sident merchants of Yokohama patronizing her, 
and as she was to receive additional freight at 
Kobe, her cargo probably reached the limit of 
her capacity. a 

On the other hand, the state of the silk 
market is now very critical, and possibly the 
situation may culminate in a panic. A petition 
from the wholesale silk-merchants of Yoko- 
hama asking aid from the Government, 
as well as from the Bank of Japan and the 
Specie Bank, seems to have been fruitless, The 
causes of the trouble are the depressed condi- 
tion of the American and European markets, 
owing to Venezuelan and other political com- 
plications, and also a marked appreciation of 
the gold-price of silver. The result is most 
serious for Japan. Goods that could be sold 
easily last year for goo yen, find no purchasers 
now even at 650 yes. In Yokuohama alone 
about 30,000 bales are accumulated, for which 
no buyers are forthcoming. It is said that 
when the interest on money advanced, storage, 
commission, and miscellaneous charges are 
added up, the loss per bale, supposing the sell- 
ing price to be 650 yen, will be not less 
than 100 yen, on which hypothesis the 
total loss likely to be incurred on the stocks 
in hand reaches the great figure of three million 
yen. We read inthe Shogyo that among more 
than 30 wholesale merchants in Yokohama 
about a dozen are reduced to the verge of bank- 
ruptcy, while about 20 per cent. of all the-seri- 
-culturists in the country are prectically ruined. 


column with expressions of discontent against 
the Government in connection with the anti- 
Japanese conduct of the Koreans. All three 
complain bitterly that mo efficient steps are 
taken to secure the lives and property of the 
ten thousand Japanese now residing in the 
various districts of Korea. Is the Cabinet in- 
competent, asks the Mainich#, even to pursue 
a negative line of policy in Korea? Can it not 
even provide means to save its nationals from 
assassination and spoliation? The Kokumin 
repeats its old contention that all these acts of 
violence against the persons and property of 
Japanese are the outcome of Japan's over-con- 
ciliatory policy towards Korea, It urges the 
Government to exact an indemnity from Korea, 
on behalf of the survivors of the unfortunate 
fishermen and others similarly done to death. 
But the Mippon’s article on this topic is the 
most radical. Utterly despairing of any effec- 
ive step on the Government’s part lo ensure 
he safety of Japanese subjects in the peninsula, 
ur contemporary suggests the Japanese patriots 
hould organize a volunteer expedition under 
fie little of the Cherry Bloom Corps,” and that 
this tiagrantly named ariiiy shount proceed to 
the penmsula to rescue brothers and sisters in 
peril of their lives. To better recommeud 
this quaint scheme to the approval of the public, 
the Wippon goes back to the era of the Crusades, 
and quoles a page from the history those romiitftic 
and chivalrous undertakings. In two gravely 
phrased articles precise details are set forth 
putting the programme into practice, space be- 
ing devoted, en passant, to the obstacles now 
provided by law against indiscriminate travel to 
Korea, and also to the competence of Japanese 
Consuls in the peninsula to deport persons 
coming with such an object. These two bar- 
tiers must be first destroyed by the projectors 
of the‘‘ Cherry Bloom” expedition, but, as usual, 
the destructive process is not defined. Neither 
does the Mippon indicate any provision for clos- 
jing the doors of lunatic asylums to distraught 
bditors. 


* e 

Nor is the general financial outlook much * 
brighter. The tension in the money market, 
writes the 7s, remains without any perceptible 
alleviation, as can easily be inferred from the 
prospects of the new issue of the War Loan. 
It is the general opinion of bankers that the to- 
tal subscription will not exceed two million yen, 
and that the Treasury will be obliged to have 
recourse to some special contrivance for raising 
the remaining eight millions. It must either 
revoke the issue, or reduce the minimum selling 
price of the bonds. 


a oo] 

The Nichi Nicht observes that although there 
can be no question of the zeal and vigour 
shown by the Japanese troops in Korea to 
protect the lives and property of their nationals, 
the fact that the disturbances are going on in 
so many different places and that the Japanese 
residents are so widely scattered, must prove 
serious obstacles to the efficient discharge of 
the duty of protection, The unfortunate case 
of the 24 fishermen is to be keenly regretted. 
But there is at least one consolation ; namely, 
that the Government has despatched the war 
vessel Zakao, to Korea, so that the force avail- 
able for protective purposes will be materially 
increased. Should one war-vessel be deemed 
insufficient, the Government will send addi- 
tional ships and troops. 


The $17 writes in a most congratulatory strain 
about the sailing of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
steamer Zosa Maru as pioneer of the new 
European serviéé. This it regards as a signal 
indication of the enterprising spirit of the Japan- 
ese people. Only four.decades have passed 
since the people saw steamships. far ..thefisst 
time, on the ogcasion of the arrival of Com- 
modore Perry at Uraga, Yet, it must not be 
supposed that the spectacle of the “ black 
vessels” astounded all the Japanese. There 
was already asmall coterie of Dutch scholare 
who knew by the descriptions contained in books 
what kind of thing a steamboat was. Chiefly 
through the representations of those Dutch 
scholars, the Tokugawa Court was induced to 
send a number of promising young men to 
Nagasaki, to study the art of navigation under 
Duichexperts. After the short interval of three 
or four years, these students had acquired suf- 
ficient knowledge and training to navigate 
teamships without the help of foreigners. That 
he Japanese are endowed with daring and an 
nlerprising spirit is sufficiently proved by the 
act that only eight years after the arrival of the 
merican mission, a party of Japanese boldly 


* 
‘In the field of politics we may mention the 
departure of Marshal Marquis Yamagata to 
Russia to attend the Coronation of the Czar, and 
the removal of Mr. Miura from the governor- 
ship of Tokyo to the sinecure of Court Coun. 
cillor, his successor in the former post being 
Marquis Kuga. A statement reproduced from 
the vernacular press in our last summary that 
the members of the Tokyo Assembly had r 
signed en masse immediately after passing the 
no-confidence resolution, proves to have been 
exaggerated. We now learn that only Mr. 
Sudo, the Chairman, and one other member, 
resigned. Mr. Sudo was probably chagrined 
because his prudent advice was overruled by 
the violent majority. 


* © 

The situation of the Japanese in Korea is be- 
coming more and more perilous. Alarming 
intelligence is received day after day about the 
assault or murder of Japanese subjects by 
Korean fanatics. Only a week ago, 15 Japan. 
ese fishermen were murdered off the coast 
of Ky6ng-sang-do, and 9g others, seriously 
wounded, had to fly for their lives Asa sign 
of the times, we may note here that even the 
Nippon, formerly notorious for its anti- Russian 
bias, has now performed a complete pirouette. 
It devotes five or six leading articles in succes- 
sion to prove that Japan must seek to establish 
cordial relations with the great Northern Power. 

* 


* 
Each of the three prominent journals re- 
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presenting the Opposition, namely the Koku- undertook a voyage across the Pacific and 
min, the Mainichi, and the Mippon fills a|safely reached San Francisco. 


* 
Sd] 

Concerning the departure of Field-Marshal 
Marquis Yamagata to Russia, the Michi Nichi 
says that though diplomacy is not in his line, 
the fact need not interfere at all with the suc- 
cess of his migsion, for its primary object is to 
offer the nation’s congratuiations in connection 
with the ceremony of the coronation of the Czar, 
and to promote friendly relations between the 
two empires. ‘There is no doubt that as the 
jlitary system of the empire, 
tbe inaugurator of the Local SelfGoverument 
Systeih, the “reformer of jue. Judiciary, aod, 
lastly, the elabovator of the campaign in 
Manchuria, the Marstrttr tiie of the fittest re- 
presentalives that Japan could have chosen. 
He ought to receive an enthusiastic welcome in 
Russia. Some ascribe a diplomatic import to 
His Excellency’s mission ; but that is mere can- 
jecture. It is true that the Marquis is generally 
believed toente:tain gaa Russian yiews, and there 
is a strong probability that his presence at the 
appreaching ceremony will further cement the 
cordial relations between Russia and Japan. 
But the rumour that his mission has a diplomatic 
purpose is entirely wide of the mark. 


—, 


td 
* @ 

The Fiji enterlains a strong common-sense 
and characteristic view as to the notion of 
taxing the Bank of Japan. It once advanced 
a similar proposal itself, but its idea was nat 
based on private considerations such as those 
apparently actuating the introducers of the pro- 
ject in the House of Representatives. The Fsy's 
opinion was that the relations between the Go- 
vernment and the Bank were too intimate and 
complicated: they resembled relations of con- 
sanguinity. Such a connection might be highly 
mischievous. It ought to be terminated by 
placing the attitude of each towards the other 
on a strictly business footing, to which ond the 
imposition of a tax seemed calculated to cou- 
tribute. The Bank now avers that the net pro- 
fit accruing to it from its nole-iasuing privileges 
is less than thirty thousand yew annually ; .in 
return for which it is obliged to discharge 
various official business free of charge, not 
to speak of other disadvantages, as, for in- 
stance, the necessity of obtaining the sanc- 
tion of the Finance Minister before altering 
the rate of discount. This plea of the Bank's 
sounds very strange. It is entisely foreign to 
a strict business undertaking, for business, 
properly so called, does not contemplate any- 
thing in the nature of suffering loss owing to 
romantic notions of altruism. The ys 
marvels why, if the Bank really incurs a loss of 
200,000 yen by managing the State finances, it 
does not call upon the Government to amend 
its charter. Another strange thing is the 
gratuitous discharge of various other official 
functions by the same concern. Why not de- 
mand fair remuneration for all this work? 
Should the Government refuse to entertain 
a reasonable proposal in that sense, then 
the Bank had better sever the connection 
altogether, and remodel its business system. 
A bank with such an enormous capital as 32 
million ye could not fail to command 
supreme influence in the world of economy. 
Without pushing things to that extreme, how- 
ever, the Fis declares emphatically that the 
relations existing between the Bank and the 
Government are out of date, and that they 
became incongruions on the day of the promul- 
gation of the Constitution. It is because such 
an inexplicable connection exists between the 
two that an equally inexplicable project, like 
that now before the House of Representatives, 
has been formed. The Bank must decidedly 
change the mode of its transactions by placing 
them ona strictly business footing. 

<3 

The YFomiuri discusses the same question. 
Its contention is that rather than be called upon 
to pay a tax, as proposed by certain members 
of the Lower House, the Bank should be re- 
quired to increase the number of its branch 
offices. The growth of manufactaring enter- 
prise is now unusually rapid in Japan, and,,a@ 
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an inevitable consequence, there is a keen de- 
mand for ready money and a tightening of the 
market. Due provision must be made by the 
Bank to meet this state of affairs. The main 
reasons why note-issuing privileges are con- 
ferred on the Bank are to facilitate the circula- 
tion of convertible paper throughout the realm, 
and also to open channels for the floating of 
capital. The Yomiuri thinks that these two 
objects are still far from being satisfactorily 
attained. Old inconvertible notes continue to 
circulate in large quantities in the provinces, 
and only in a few districts where Branch Offices 
of the Bank of Japan are established—as 
Tokyo, Osaka, and Shimonoseki—is the rate of 
interest tolerably low. Instead of seeking 
to derive a paltry revenue for the State, the 
Bank must be asked to increase the number 
of its branch offices, so that the objects for the 
attainment of which specific privileges were 
originally conferred upon it may be more satis- 
factorily realized. The present tendency in 
financial and industrial circles in Japan im- 
parts urgency to these considerations. The 
Fomiuri suggests that branch offices be esta- 
blished in Hakodate, Sendai, Nagoya, Kana- 
zawa, Hiroshima, Kumamoto, and also in 


Korea and China. 


e 
* * 


The Mainichi writes in exaggerated terms 
about the Government's concession in changing 
the Governor of Tokyo. The trouble in the 
Municipality, says that journal, was not a com- 
plication between Mr. Miura and the As- 
sembly. It was in truth a trial of strength 
vetween the Assembly and the Central Govern- 
ment, When Mr. Miura originally signified 
his intention of resigning his office, he was 
dissuaded {rom doing so by the Home Office, 
the latter being of opinion that the Governor, 
much more the Governor of such an im- 
portant place as Tokyo, must not be easily 
driven from office by hostile agitation on the part 
of the citizens Owing to that intervention on 
the part of the Home Office, in the interests 
of its nominee, the nature of the quarrel was 
changed. Instead of being Governor Miura 
against the Municipal Assembly, it became the 
Municipal Assembly against the Department of 
State for Home Affairs. The Assembly finally 
won the day, a result that the Mainichi classes 
ag altriumph of constitutionalism over autocracy. 


The Opposition papers seem to think that in 
the contemplated establishment of a Colonial De- 
partment they have found a weapon to attack the 
Government. Apparently they dread theincreas. 
ed stability that the Cabinet will enjoy by the 
addition of a new Department, and the acces- 
sion of statesman like Count Kabayama or 
Viscount Takashima, whom they have hitherto 
regarded as possible allies of their own. Jour- 
nals of extreme views, like the Mrppon, the 
Mainichi, and Kokumin, are very clamorous 
against the establishment of the proposed De- 
partment. The Véppon holds that the project 
is dictated simply by private considerations, 
the main object being to preserve the balance of 
power between the Choshu and Sasshiu states. 
men, The Civil Party of the former and the 
‘Military of the latter have never been cordially 
united. Proofs of an absence of ensente 
between the two were furnished by the 
Japan-China War. The MVippon learns that 
the despatch of the Mixed Brigade to Korea 
previously to the outbreak of the war, 
the battle of Phung-do, and the annexa- 
‘tion of Liaotung were ‘all due to the insist- 
ence of the statesmen of the Military Party, 
in apposition to the views of the Civil Party. 
Even the annexation of Formosa is attributed 
by the Mippon to the same influence. Under 
the circumstances, each party has to be strictly 
On its guard against any undue assumption of 
power by the other. That is the primary cause 
of the creation of the new Department. The 
Home Office is the most important stronghold 
of the Choshiu statesmen, while the Army and 
‘Navy are the camps of their rivals. There can 
‘be no denying that Formosan affairs might, 
with perfect efficiency, be managed by the 
‘Home Office, by the Army, or by the Navy. 
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But that would introduce a preponderating ele- 
ment on the side of one party or the other. 
Hence the decision to place Formosa beyond 
the control of either of the rival clans. But to 
establish a Department of State for Formosa 
alone would be too glaring an anomaly, and 
consequently Hokkaido is to be detached from 
the jurisdiction of the Home Office and trans. 
ferred to that of the new Colonial Department, 
which will thus be born to the inherilance of 
something like Departmental functions. The 
Nippon concludes by observing that the future 
of a Government office owing its origin to such 
a strange Cause can be easily predicted. 


a 

The Mainichi, following in the wake of the 
Nippon is also strongly opposed to the contem- 
plated plan. It contends that to place under 
the control of one office districts so far divided 
and so differently circumstanced as are Hok- 
kaido and Formosa is an unstatesman-like pro- 
ceeding, calculated to seriously interfere with 
the full action of the Governor or of the new 


dominion and to retard its orderly administra-. 


tion as well as the development of its resources. 
The popular belief that a Satsuma statesman will 
be nominated as chief of the new Department, 
constilutes another reason why this Opposition 
journal can not bring itself to countenance the 
measure. Hokkaido was once under the con- 
trol of the Satsuma men, and their failure to 
open up the island is notorious. Already For- 
mosa swarms with men of the same extraction, 
and if a Satsuma statesman is to be placed over 
the new Department, the Mafniché fears that the 
Hokkaido fiasco will be repeated in the southern 
dominion. 
oe 

The Xokumin’s opinion as to the scope of the 
expansion of the Army has undergone a change. 
Instead of raising an outcry against the in- 
crease in the number of Military Divisions, it 
comments favourably on the scheme. The plan 
of the Military authorities, says our contem- 
porary, namely, the stationing of a Division each 
at Sapporo, Hirosaki, Kanazawa, &c., must be 
considered entirely satisfactory from a strategi- 
cal standpoint, for the distribution of the six 
Military Divisions hitherto forming the Army 
was more or less defective as a measure of 
national defence. What the Kokumin next ex- 
pects from the Army is that the troops should be 
trained in accordance with an aggressive and 
continental policy, whatever that may mean. 
Another important point is to exercise vigilant 
care in filling etaff appointments and choosing 
officers. Japanese soldiers are docile aud faith- 
ful. They obey the orders of their superiors, 
even atthe risk of theirlives. But though thus 
admirably qualified to form a highly efficient 
army, they can effect nothing so long as the 
Officers that direct them ase not capable and 
brave, The proper choice of the Commander of 
a Division is a matter of paramount importance. 
There is still another matter which the naive 
editor of the journal would bring to the con- 
sideration of the Military Authorities. It is 
the urgent necessity of establishing railway com- 
munications between the Divisions, so that one 
may render prompt assistance to another in 
times of emergency. Not only railways, but also 
ships, bridges, and all things of vital service for 
purposes of mobilization must be fully provided 
in time of peace. Such in the Kokumin’s sen- 
tenlious sermon, 





THE JAPANGSE HABUTAYE JNDUSTRY. 
A TELEGRAM dispatched by the Japanese Consul 
in France states that the Government has de- 
termined to impose a 6-frane duty on bleached 
habutaye silk. Thatisa very sérioustiatier, but 
the message is 80 meagre that it is not possible 
to obtain a clear idea of the case. The Nich: 
Michi thinks that the step taken by the French 
Government must be attributed to either of the 
following motives, viz., (1) to encourage the 
weaving of habusaye in France ; or (2) to restrict 
the import of bleached Aadutaye with a view 
to undertake its bleaching in France, and :to 
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confine the import to unbleached Aadusaye silk 
alone. The Nichi Nichi is inclined to give more 
Credence to the latter alternative, seeing that 
bleached Aadusaye is specified, and because 
also it will be difficult to start the weaving 
industry in France to compete successfully with 
Japan. Still, considered from another stand- 
point, and admitting that bleaching is de- 
fective in Japan, no satisfactory reasons can 
be adduced to justify the imposition of duties 
on Japanese bleached Aadbul/aye ; neither can 
the Micht Nichi bring itself to think that the 
defects in bleaching are so grave as to necessi- 
tale the imposition of a restrictive tariff, or the 
bleaching industry so important as to need 
artificial encouragement. The export of un- 
bleached Aabutaye is attended by many incon- 
veniences, so that out of a habusaye export of 
about 10 million ye annually, the greater por- 
tion consists of bleached Aabusaye. If the worst 
be true about the new impos, the Japanese 
weavers must strive lo improve the quality of their 
work, reduce the cost of production, and secure 
a firmer hold of the American market, where 
the larger part of the Japanese Aadutaye ultima- 
tely goes. But if the cause lies in the bleaching 
explanation, then the weavers must exert them- 
selves to improve their dyeing and place them- 
selves in touch with the latest fashions. Their 
aim must be to dispense with France as a me- 
dium for furnishing their goods to America ; 
for it is a well-known fact that Aadbusaye sent 
to France mostly goes to America after having 
gone through certain decorative processes there. 
What is to be apprehended from the imposi- 
tion of a restrictive tariff in France is not 
so much the disappearance of Japanese 4abu- 


| faye from the French market, as that it will 


be forced out of America, The reason why 
Japanese Aabutaye must pass through France 
before reaching America, is that France being 
the centre of fashion is also the world’s best 
dyer. It is on this account that superior silks 
always pass through the hands of French artists 
before reaching the real consumers. Japan 
must strive to improve in the art of dyeing, 
bringing it up to the standard of the French, 
and, by taking care to keep abreast of the pre- 
vailing fashion, she will be able to develop the 
habutaye industry and satisfy the demauds.and 
meet the tastes of her American customers. 





RELIGIONS IN JAPAN. 


Fe ae ora the staff of the Wichs 
Nichs, contributes an article in a recent num- 
ber of the TZafyo upon the above topic. He 
was Originally a Buddhist priest of the Shin 
Sect, but afterwards became a Unitarian, and 
his writings on religious subjects are worthy 
of attention. He regrets to see that, while 
politics, education, business enterprises, and 80 
forth are budding vigorously, impelled by the 
impulse of the late war, the religious world alone 
is not only devoid of vigour, but even appears to 
be retrograding. Itis true that, during the war, 
Buddhist, Shinto, and Christian priests went to 
the seat of war to administer consolation to 
the soldiers, but that was simply a practical ap- 
plication of theirreligion, and can not be regard- 
ed as an indication of the general invigoration 
of the religious world. Frankly speaking, re- 
ligion in Japan must be considered as sadly de- 
fective in power and influence. The essayist 
proceeds to show why he holds this opinion. 
In the first place, religion is growing more 
and more conventional in Japan. Buddhism is 
certainly open to this charge. Observe how 
the tiongwan sect is pe:meated with the spirit 
of conventionalism. It conducts its affairs just.as 
the Central Government does; convenes meet- 
ings by way of securing lJegislative regula- 
tions, issues proclamations, and determines the 
grades of its priests, etc. Then, although the 


rules of morality and justice are often evaded : 


and these breaches connived at, any departure 
from artificial convention is severely punished. 
Eager to enforce it conventionalities, it neglects 
its spiritual side. Nor is Sbinto or Christi- 
anity free from this defect. In the latter, 
while freedom of thought and of faith is loudly 
maintained, the policy practically pursued aud 
observed is so contradictory lo the profession 
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that amy pastors or believers who express 
opinions deemed contrary to the Orthodox 
faith are severely critized and expelled. Se- 
condly, in Japan religion ig staionciy. The 
reason for this is the excessive veneration in 
which the evangelists are held, so that Kobo, 
Denkyo, Nichiren, Shinran, and others are 
esteemed more highly than Buddha, while in 
Christianity Augustine, Calvin, Luther, and the 
Twelve Apostles are all held in undue respect. 
But it is specially noticeable with Buddhism, and 
rence as a religious force it is more inert than 
hristianity. Yet, perhaps, the public are partly 
responsible for this state of affairs. They re- 
gard religion as a mere mechanism useful only 
as a means of preserving public morality, and 
they never take any trouble to discover the 
intrinsic worth of religious tenets; the result 
being that a professor of strict morals is 
esteemed as a model, while no attention is 
bestowed on his religious ideas or faith. 
With such religious ideals before them it is 
hardly strange that the Japanese are gradually 
losing vitality and virility in religious matters. 
Thirdly, religion is becoming conciliatory, and 
losing its aggressive character, The character- 
istics of Christianity consist in the worship of 
one God, the supremacy of divine right over 
human will, the adoption of monogamy, and a 
self-assertive and aggressive spirit; while 
Buddhistic teaching is distinguished for its 
doctr -umpexmanency of things, the 
rejection of social distinction, the aspiration for 
entering upon Nirvana, and its abhorrence of a 
combative spirit, and love of patient endurance. 
While these two religions are thus distinct from 
one another in the matter of their doctrine, they 
do not now care to fight strenuously for the pos- 
session of ground won from one other in earlier 
conflict. When, therefore, Christianity charges 
the other religion With being pessimistic, the 
latter, instead of defending itself, endeavours to 
prove that it is not so, while when the former is 
attacked on the ground that its monotheistic 
rinciple is inconsistent with the nationality of 
Japan, it protests against the aspersion and has 
recourse to various far-fetched arguments. In 
short, these religions are fighting each other 
with non-religious weapons applicable to both, 
and not on religious principles. Thus Bud- 
dhists are eager to attack Christianity with the 
weapons of nationality and science, blind to 
the fact that any triumphs, supposing they 
were possible, that are gained over ils rival, are 
really triumphs over themselves. It is easily 
conceivable that warfare carried on in this 
fashion will debase both religions in the eyes 
of a non-theological nation. There is one other 
. serious evil which attends this controversy, 
namely its absorption of the energy that should 
be devoted to a better cause, the result being 
such vicious quagi-religious enthusiasm as the 
Tenri-kyo and the Renmon-kyo are spreading 
on éVery side, corrupting the minds of the 
nation and perverting morality. The essayist 
ppeals to the rising’ généfmtion of Christians 
nd Buddhists to strive for a regeneration and 
evival of true religious zeal. 


SKILLED ARTISANS AND THE NAVY. 


Tue following question was put to the Govern- 
ment in the Upper House by Mr. Takagi 
Masatoshi:—The enlargement of the Navy 
must be based on the development of naval 
architecture. But the Government’s scheme 
in this respect is very limited in scope and 
insufficient in detail. Why is this so? In 
making preparations for contingencies arising 
out of the development of naval architecture, 
that which requires the longest time is the 
training of the workmen. But why does not 
the Government take measures for preparing 
men for such work? The training of workmen 
does not end in teaching. They must be given 
opportunities for the practical application of 
their knowledge. But according to the regula- 
tions of the Navy Yard, a limit is placed on the 
period of service, and when a workmen reaches 
this limit he is dismissed, despite his superiority, 
skill, and experience. Consequently appren- 
‘tices, after finishing their training course, 
serve only for a short time in the Navy and are 


then taken into private employment to the detri- 
ment of Naval interests. Why does not the Go- 
vernment desire to keep such skilled workinen 
in their employ by devising measures providing 
for longer service? To this question, Marquis 
Saigo, Minister of the Navy, has replied :— 
The first paragraph of the question lacks 
clearness, and therefore it is impossible to 
answer it. In reference to the second para- 
graph, the Government are prepared to state that 
ey by no means neglect skilled workmen, and 

o secure their services wherever possible. In 
reference to the third paragraph, the age-limit 
for workmen is placed at fifty-five years; butino 
case of men possessing special ability, they are 
usually employed after this age, the limit being 
extended. Hence it is not correct that work- 
men are dismissed in spite uf their superiority 
in skill and experience to younger men. The 
necessity for encouraging skilled workmen to 
continue in the service of the Navy, has already 
received attention, and suitable measures are 
under investigation. 


FINANCIAL, 


Since the beginning of the year, says the Shogyo, 
the difference between exports and imports has 
been significant, the latter exceeding the former 
in January by 6% million yes. In February 
also, this discrepancy continued. The result 
should appear in a diminution of the specie 
reserve of the Nippon Ginko. Strange to say, 
the very reverse took place, for the last returns, 
as compared with the previous week, are as 
follow :— 

March 3-7. Feb. s4-29. 

Yen. Yen. 

Gold coin and bullion... 31,609,800 31,609,800 
Silver coin and bullion ... 23,161,975 22,896,845 


54,771,776 54,506,645 


The increase was not large, but as it took 
place in direct contradiction to what ought 
to have occurred, it deserves attention. The 
Shogyo surmises that the Government, as re- 
peatedly rumoured, may have converted part 
of the installments of the indemnity in London 
into silver and, by availing itself of the facilities 
offered by exchange, taken steps to bring a por- 
tion of the money to Japan with a view to liqui- 
dating its debt to the Nippon Ginko. At any 
rate, the amount of the Government's indebt- 
edness to the Bank must have been paid off 
to a certain extent, as is indicated by the two 
last weekly returns :— 


March ae. Feb. 24-29. 
Yen. Yen. 
Exchequer notes .....60. sss 59,000,000 62,000,000 


The diminution of three million yen in Ex- 

chequer notes, which previously had been on 

the increase, must be regarded as a significant 
fact. The third point to be considered is the 
diminution in the volume of convertible notes 
issued over and above the ordinary limit :-— 
March 2-7. Bia aa Diminution 

en. 


en. en. 

38,998 OIL oecseoeee 43-382,180....cesecees 4,383,569 
Needless to say, this diminution must have 
been chiefly due to the liquidation of the Go- 


vernment’s debts to the Bank. 


RAILWAYS. 


Tue inspection of western railway systems 
being considered of urgent importance, the 
Government sought the consent of the Diet for 
the necessary expenses. The progress that 
railway enterprise has made in the West is 
indeed remarkable. Unfortunately, says a 
vernacular contemporary, Japan is not 
in a position to fully enjoy the fruits of this 
improvement, chiefly because Japanese or 
foreign experts who are occupying leading 
positions in this country are unable to keep 
in close touch with the latest ideas of the West. 
It is true that Japanese experts are men of 
considerable experience and have been mostly 
educated in the West, but many of them return- 
ed to this country more than 14 years ago, 
while any knowledge they received of subse- 
quent improvements has generally been acquired 
through the medium of books or periodicals. 
Nor is the case of the foreign experts any better, 
In tact, most of the foreign advisers came to 
Japan in the early part of the AMegyi era and 
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their knowledge is now rather antiquated. This 
state of things must be regarded with extreme 
reget and should be remedied, especially when 
railway enterprise is expanding on every hand 
in this country. Even on Government lines 
alone a sum of over 10 million yen is to be yearly 
spent on construction, and among the works 
to be undertaken, are a tunnel three miles long 
to be excavated through Sasago-toge in Koshiu, 
while a bridge has to be thrown over the 
Straits of Shimonoseki sooner or later. The 
supervision of private railway enterprises is also 
an affair that must be more thoroughly pro- 
vided for than at present. The inspection of 
railway affairs in the West by Japanese experts 
is regarded by the Government as a matter of 
urgent importance, and hereafter’steps will be 
taken to despatch abroad an expert or two 
every year with that end in view, The fund 
appropriated by the Government for this pur- 
pose in the new Budget, is 30,000 yer as travel- 
ling expenses for one chokunin and two sonin 
officials, There are at present only two 
Japanese experts of the former rank, namely, 
Messrs. Matsumoto Sozaburo, Chief of the 
Railway Bureau, and Haraguchi Kaname, 
chief expert of the same Bureau. It is not yet 
determined, says the Hochks, whom we have 
been quoting, which of the two will go to Europe 
and America. The same journal also gives 
information as to the classes of passengers 
patronizing state lines. The following is said 
to be the ratio on the Tokaido trunk line per 
car per mile :— 

zst class, average 1 passenger... .. 80 3en fares (3 sen per head) 
and class, average 8 passengers .,. 26 sen fares (s sen per head 
3rd class, average so passengers ... § sen fares ‘ sen per head) 
There is a considerable difference in the con- 
struction expense of the three classes of cars :— 
Ist class, cost 3,000 yen; 2nd class, 2,500 yen; 
3rd class, 1,500 yen. Itis apparent thatin Japan, 
at least, third class passengers are the best cus- 
tomers of railways. We may note in this con- 
text that the much-talked-of project of starting 
a special express train once a day between 
Tokyo and Kobe to enable passengers to cover 
the distance in 13 or 14 hours instead of 20 as 
at present, is not likely to be carried out from 
April next, as had been prognosticated. This 
is Chiefly due to the line’s being still single, and 
if the express was started the conveyance of 
goods would be still more subject to detention 
and delay than is the case at present. When 
the line is doubled the special through train 
will be feasible. 


DEPARTURE OF MARQUIS YAMAGATA. 
MarsHat Marquis YamaGATa, Japan’s Special 
Ambassador to attend the Coronation of the 
Czar of Russia, left the capital on Sunday by 
the 8.50 a.m. train. Over two dhausend par 
sons, including Ministers of State, the Foreign 
Representatives, and leading civil and military 
officers, assembled at Shimbashi to see him off. 
Among the persons who accompanied him to 
Yokohama, were Marquis Ito, Admiral Marquis 
Saigo, Marshal Marquis Oyama, Marquis Sai- 
onji, and Lieut.-General Viscount Yamaji. At 
Yokohama he was received by Governor Naka- 
no, and other leading officials and residents, 
and was conveyed to the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
wharf, whence he embarked on board the O. & 
O. steamer Coptic. The Town Band struck 
up as the steamer left port. During the after- 
noon the Ministers of State and theit suites 
visited the plum-groves of Sugita. 


TREATY RUMOURS. 
Tur Zokyo Shimbun says that the comparae 
tive tardiness attending the negotiation of the 
new Treaty of Commerce and Navigation be- 
tween Japan and China must partly be due (to 
the gravity of its nature and partly to the notori- 
ous dilatoriness of Chinese officials. At any 
rate, the Japanese Authorities must be subject- 
ed to considerable trouble in the matter. The 
other day, on the occasion of a certain banquet, 
the Chinese Representative in Tokyo, who was 
present, is said to have averred that the difficulty 
attending the negotiation was not attributable 
to negligence on China’s part, but really to the 
gravity of the issue involved ; for, in virtue of 
the most favoured nation clause, the Treaty 
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Powers. must be perinitted to participate in the 
benefits accruing to Japan from the new Treaty. 
This being the case, it may not be possible to 
conclude the negotiations until May. Again, 
the Japanese Representative in Pekin is report- 
ed to have remarked to some one that the de- 
parture of the Viceroy Li to Russia considerably 
impeded the progress of the negotiation. 
Chang, who has been appointed China’s re- 
presentative in the negotiation, does not enjoy 
the confidence of the Court of Pekin to any 
considerable extent, and, though he may have 
been fully accredited, circumstances will not 
permit of his dealing with matters according to 
hisown judgment. Baron Hayashi can not pre- 
dict with any certainty when he will he able to 
conclude the negotiation, and he fears that he 
may be obliged to await the return of Li Hung- 
chang from Russia. 
* 
We (Japan Mail) consider that much of the 
above is very misleading. The statement at- 
tributed to the Chinese Representative is scarcely 
credible. If Japan were seeking to obtain from 
China any large concessions likely to affect 
foreign trade in general, it would be conceivable 
that the negotiations should be protracted and 
difficult. Such, however, is not understood to 
be the case. It is indeed true that the Chinese 
Plenipotentiary showed, from the outset, a some- 
what singular disposition to misconstrue the 
pledges given by his country in the Shimono. 
seki Treaty; but ultimately he became more 
‘‘ current,” and on the whole the progress made 
has been fair. Meanwhile, what strikes us as 
strange is the apparent anxiety shown by Japan- 
ese journals on the subject. They seem to 
think that the conclusion of the Treaty is a 
matter of vital importance, and that all delay is 
detrimental to their country’s interests. Do 
they ignore the fact that, pending the signing 
of the Treaty and the exchange of ratifications, 
their nationals stand on the most-favoured-na- 
tion footing in all dealings with China? That 
privilege was secured to them by the Shimono- 
seki Treaty. Unless, therefore, the new treaty, 
now under negotiation in Pekin, be destined to 
materially extend the privileges enjoyed by 
foreigners in China, it will not improve matters 
for the Japanese: they are as well off now as 
they will be after the treaty goes into operation. 


SILK MBRCHANTS IN TROUBLE. 

Tue Vomiuré announces that over 30,000 bales 
of silk are stocked in Yokohama for which 
no buyers are forthcoming. Wholesale silk 
merchants are experiencing considerable trouble 
owing to depression in trade and the steady fall 
in prices since the beginning of the season. Be- 
sides this, local middlemen are unable to recover 
the sums advanced by them to silk producers 
to help them to carry on until the stock was 


disposed of ; and the middlemen themselves are | & 


being pressed by their bankers to liquidate their 
own overdrafts and advances on silk. The 
prospect is anything but cheering, for at present 
business with America is entirely suspended, 
while the demand from Europe is very meagre. 
Wholesale merchants are therefore placed ina 
very difficult dilemma, for should they force local 
producers to refund the money advanced on 
crops they will practically bring them to the 
verge of bankrupty and probably ruin the silk 
industry for years. Many conferences have re- 
cently been held onthe subject, and as a result the 
Yokohama silk dealers have decided to appeal to 
the Government and also to bankers for help. 
On the 16th inst. Messrs. Wakao Ikuzo, Mogi 


_ Sobei, and Ono Kokei called on the President 
’ of the Specie Bank of Yokohama and petitioned 


for help, while on the same day Messrs. Ono Ko- 
kei and Jijima Yuzo went up Tokyo and waited 
on the Minister of State for Agriculture and 
Commerce before whom they laid a plain state- 
ment of affairs, and then appealed for his help. 
The two gentlemen next visited the Nippon 
Ginko upon the same matter. 


THs BXPANS JAPAN’S NAVY. 
INFORMATION concerning the expansion of 
Japan’s Navy has been frequently published in 
these columns, but the following succinct ac- 
count taken from the Chuo may be of interest. 


The scheme for expanding the Navy, writes the 
Chuo, is divided into a 1st period programme and 
a 2nd period programme. The Expansion Fund 
given in the Budget for the coming fiscal year 
provides that the first period programme shall 
be completed in seven years. Consequently, of 
the ships and vessels included in the 1st pro- 
gramme, some may be afloat by the 33nd fiscal 
year, while even those requiring the longest time 
will be completed by March of the 35th year 
(1992). Ships and vessels included in this 
programme total 54, with an aggregate displace- 
ment of 45,890 tons. The two programmes, 
tabulated are as follow :— 


1st Pro- and Pro- Total. 


Description. 


gtamme. gramme. 
Iron-clads ......, sccheuseseanee I 3 4 
Ist class ChuisetsS .eseoeses ue 2 2 4 
20d Class CHUISEUS.ccceccecees 3 _ 3 
3rd class cruisers ...sccceeees — 2 2 
Lorpedo-gunboats s.escceee I 2 3 
Torpedo-tenders oe seccosees — I I 
Torpedo-destroyers ......06 8 3 It 
Ist class torpedo-boats ... § 18 23 
2nd class torpedo-boats ,.. 28 3 31 
3rd class torpedo-boats ... 6 29 35 


Vessels included in the 2nd programme are 
to be completed by the 38th fiscal year (1905), 
and the whole programme is to be realized 
by April, 1906. Still, in view of the steady 
development of the art and science of naval 
architecture, and moreover, as a Foundry is to 
be established in Japan while dock-yards are to 
be enlarged, it is hoped that the period of com- 
pletion may be hastened more or less, and that 
subsequent to 1992 the strength of the Japanese 
Navy will be most materially increased, The 
vessels to be built at home and abroad as as 


follow :— 

Description. Built athome. Built abroad, 
Leo Clad 5c eevee gasevcseeea I 3 
Ist Class Crusisers....ccceeees 2 2 
2ud class Crniseis ......... 2 l 
3rd class Cruisets.,....sc000 2 = 
Torpedo-gunboats  ......665 2 I 
Torpedostendeis ...secceseee — 1 
Tos pedo-destroyed ......... 7 4 
ist class Torpedo-boats.., I 4 
2nd class Tor pedo-boats.. ened elaeas 
3d class Tot pedo-boats... 35 35 


The figures given for 3rd class torpedo-boats 
are evidently incorrect as the total to be built 
is only 35. The total displacement of the 
and programme aggregates 69,895 tons, and 
the combined totals are 115,780 tons. In this 
grand total, the two iron-clads Vashime and 
Fugi built in England, and others now building 
in home dock-yards, are not included. 


SPAIN, CUBA, AND THE UNIIED STATES. 


Tue Manila papers are full of telegrams relat- 
ing to Cuba and the action recently taken by 
the Senate and the Lower Honse of the United 
States in reference to the status of the insur- 
ents. On February 28th 2! Commercio pub- 
lished the following telegram from Madrid :— 
Both branches of the American Congress have 
accepted without debate resolutions in favour of 
granting the Cuban insurgents belligerent rights. 
It is believed that, whatever may be the result, 
Mr. Cleveland, the President, will oppose his 
veto to the resolution. On the rst March a 
cablegram from Madrid was printed to the fol- 
lowing effect :—The speeches made in the Ame. 
rican Congress, which were rather aggressive 
and offensive to Spain, have excited public 
opinion in an alarming manner. The press re- 
commends the people to keep calm. Crowds 
perambulated the streets of Madrid cheering 
for Spain and the army. The police are guard- 
ing the United States Legation and dispersing 
the crowds of demonstrators. In Barcelona the 
crowds of demonstrators numbered about ten 
thousand persons, who protested against the 
offensive utterances in the American Congress, 
and stoned the United States Consulate. In 
Madrid there has been no disturbance of the 
public peace. On the 2nd of March news 
was received that by the middle of the 
month the Spanish men-of-war Pelayo, Oguendo, 
Infanta Maria Teresa, Alfonso XIIl., De- 
structor,and two torpedo boats would leave Spain 
to be stationed in the Bahamas Channel, The 
European press, says the telegram, sympathises 
with Spain and censures the conduct of the 
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United States. The Spanish Representative to 
the United States has presented a note to the 
United States Government with reference to the 
speeches made in the Senate. The next day, 
Madrid cabled Manila:—The Madrid press 
counsels prudence and calin in face of the ex- 
citement caused by the idea that the United 
Government considers as not received the diplo- 
matic note presented by the Spanish represen- 
tative, Sefior Dupuy de L6me. In case of a 
conflict with America each province of Spain 
will fit out a privateer. The French press, in 
view of the present situation, advocates a Euro- 
pean coalition against the extreme application of 
the Monroe doctrine by the United States. On 
4th March, it was stated that “ the Marquis da 
Consillas has placed at the disposal of the Go- 
vernment all the vessels of the Company he re- 
presents, and eight of them of high speed have 
been accepted. The Council of Ministers has 
passed the necessary credit for their armament 
and the decree will be issued to-morrow. These 
eight vessels will leave for Cuba at the end of the 
month. The men who were not drawn at the 
two last conscription drawings have been called 
out for active service with the army. This will 
add 30,000 men to theline. All the European 
Powers sympathise with Spain and incase of a 
conflict will support her.” 








THE VOYAGE OF THE “Rlo,”’ 


THE City of Rio de Faneiro came into port 
yesterday from Honolulu. Nothing in the ship’s 
report throws any light upon the cause of the 
vessel’s visit to the Hawaiian Islands, but it is 
believed to have been due to the shortness of 
fuel brought about by unusually strong and 
constant adverse gales. The course taken 
by Captain Russell appears to have been ap- 
proved by the passengers, one of whom has 
addressed a letter to Mr. B. C. Howard, 
agent of the P.M. Co. in Yokohama, from 
which the following is an extract :—‘ We 
desire to express our appreciation of the 
efficiency and judgment displayed by Captain 
Russell and the executive officers of the steam- 
ship in the emergency which arose during 
this trip. That their jadgment was correct 
in turning around and running away from their 
destination was sustained by the fact that al- 
most up to the hour of reaching Honolulu the 
winds were against continuing to Yokohama.” 


DEATH OF STAFF-SURGEON HUNTER, R.N. 


Ir is with regret that we record the death of Staff- 
Surgeon Hunter, of H.M.S. Edgar, the sad 
event occurring at the British Naval Hospital, 
Yokohama, on Sunday morning. Shortly be- 
fore the Edgar left for her last cruise to Naga- 
saki Dr. Hunter was sent ashore and entered 
the hospital, owing to a severe attack of asthma. 
He seemed to improve, and on Saturday was 
brightand cheery. His end was therefore totally 
unexpected, and it has come as a severe shock 
to his shipmates. Aneurism was the cause of 
death. 


= * 

The mortal remains of the late Staff-Surgeon 
Hunter, R.N., were interred in Yokohama 
Cemetery with full naval honours on Tuesday. 
The first part of the burial service of the 
Church of England was performed at the British 
Naval Hospital by the Rev. E. H:. Good, of 
H.M.S. £dgar—to which ship deceased be- 
longed—and then the procession was formed 
for the Cemetery. It comprised officers and 
men from H.M.S. Edgar and Pique, officers of 
the U.S.S. Concord, Rear-Admiral Alexeieff and 
Staff, and the officers from the ships of the Rus- 
sian Navy now in harbour. The firing party con- 
sisted of marines from the H.M.S. Edgar under 
the command of Major Kysh. The coffin bore a 
magnificent wreath from the officers of the Ras- 
sian fleet, and wreaths from Capt. Henderson and 
Officers, the wardroom and gun-room officers 
of the U.S.S. Concord, Dr. and Mrs. Todd, of 
H.B.M. Naval Hospital, and others. The 
ceremonies were very impressive. 

SILVBR’S DOWNFALL. 
TWENTY years ago, says the Daily Press, the 
dollar was worth four shillings and investments 
in Hongkong yielded ten per cent. or thereabouts. 
Consequently a man possessed of $50,000 
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might retire with the comfortable income of 
£1,000 sterling. Nowadays the dollar is worth 
little more than two shillings and the current rate 


of interest is six per cent, On this basis $50,000 
.What a falling off was 


yields only £300. 
there! To secure an equivalent income a man 


must save or make more than three times the 


amount required twenty years ago. 





PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF JAPAN. 
A CAMERA field-day is to be held in the District 
of Chiba, Chiba Ken (out of treaty-limits) on 
PSunday, March 22nd. Train (from Honjo 
station, Tokyo), may be taken either to Maku- 
hari or Chiba, between which places there is 
fine sea-coast scenery. 
trains from Honjo, are 6.30, 9 and 11.30 o'clock, 


the journey to Makuhari occupying a little under 
Members 
will meet for lunch at the Kai-ki-kwan, near 
Food either in Japanese or 


av hour, that to Chiba a little over. 


. Makuhari at 12.30. 
foreign stylecan be obtained. Trains leave Maku- 
hari for Tokyo at 2.50, 5.20, and 7.50 p.m. 


A SPORTING ANNUAL FOR 1896. 


Te quarterly issue of the Police Gasetie’s Sport- 
ing Annual for January to March, just received, 
is one of the most complete works of its kind. 
Its chronology of athletics, aquatics, cricket, and 
other sports, in addition to billiards, yachting, 


bicycling, and baseball, includes ail the world’ 


records up to December jist, 1895. The re- 
cords of last year’s sport are equally replete 
with information, and the portraits of leading 
men in amateur and professional circles are 
about the clearest we have seen in a book of 


this description, 


THE “AFRIDI.” 


It is reported in the latest Hongkong papers 
that the steamship 4/ridf was seized on Satur- 
day the agth ult. by the Marshal of the Admiralty 
Court é# re an action brought by the owners of 
a junk against that steamer for $4,500 damages 
alleged to have been caused by a collision on 


the roth ult. 


H.M.S. ‘“BDGAR.” 


Her Barrannic Mayjgsty’s first class cruiser 
Edgar \eaves Yokohama on Monday next (23rd 
inst.) for Kobe, where she is due to meet Earl 


Spencer and party on the 25th March. Earl 


Spencer in making a tour of Naval inspection in 


the Far East, we understand. 


bd THK PLAGUE. 


THe number of cases of plague reported in 
Hongkong from the beginning of the year up to 
In January the number re- 
ported was 51; February, 122; and during the 


March 7th, is 208. 


last seven days, 35. 





H.MS. “CENTURION.” 


Tue materials for H.M.S. Cenfurion’s bilge 


keels having arrived from England, says the 


China Mail, the vessel will probably be placed 


in Dock soon for the purpose of having them 
placed in position. 


THE PRIMATE OF ALL IRELAND. 


} Tue Rt. Rev. Wm. Alexander, D.D., Lord 
Bishop of Derry and Raphoe, has been elected 


Lord Archbishop of Armagh, Primate of all 
Ireland, in succession to the Most Rev. Robert 
Samuel Gregg, D.D. . 


ADMIRAL TING’S WIDOW. 
Tue widow of the late Admiral Ting of the ill- 
fated Peiyang fleet, committed suicide on the 
16th ultimo at Hofei, Antui, on the occasion 


iy es ere of the late Admiral's remains. 
—lV.-C. Daily News. 


SIR JOHN PENDER. . 
A TELEGRAM received in Shanghai and forward- 
ed to-this port in reference to the health of Sir 
John Pender, who was recently dangerously ill, 
says :—‘ There is very little improvement.” 


DISTINGUISHED TOURISTS. 
Earx and Countess Spencer and Earl Cairns 
arrived in Hongkong on March gth, per the 
Kaiser-i-hind. They are coming up to Japan. 


‘DEATH OF BILL NYE. 
Bitz Nyg, the famous American humourist, 
died at Asheville, N.C., on February sand. 


The times of morning 
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THE KOREAN KING IMPOSED UPON 


BY HIS INTERPRETER. 
Shortly after the coup d’é/d¢ of the 11th of 
February, says the Fi, Sin Koi-s6u and Li Do- 


gai, influential conservative politicians, advised 


the King to restore the old mode of hair-dress- 


ing. This advice the King positively rejected. 
Some time subsequently, it was observed that 
His Majesty’s cotffure looked very peculiar. 
His hair, which was still short—having been cut 
to set an example—was gathered into a very 
respectable top-knot, and he wore on his head 
the gear that had been customary before the 
issue of the hair-cutting edict. This retrogres- 
sive action on the King’s part was noticed by 
S6 Tai-phil, a Privy Councillor and influential 
‘pro-American ” politician, on the occasion 
of an audience with the King. S6 ask ed 
His Majesty why he had resumed the top- 
knot style after so short an interval, and the 
King replied that the change to the old style 
was against his will, He thought that after 
having proclaimed throughout his realm the 
advisability of cutting the hair after the foreign 
fashion, and after having proclaimed that he 
would set the example himself, it would be 
derogatory to his honour and dignity to tie up 
he hair again. Siill, as the Russian Minister 
had advised him that a nation ought not to alter 
its customs lightly, lest its character for stability 
be impaired, and that, therefore, the King 
should revert t6 the old fashion of hair- 
dressing, he had reluctantly done so. S6, 
unconvinced by this explanation, and thinking 
he whole matter very strange, addressed him- 
elf to the Russian Minister to verify the story. 
he Minister was surprised to learn that his 
attitude had been entirely misunderstood. He 
had simply furnished accommodation to the 
King in compliance with His Majesty’s re- 
quest, and when asked his opinion abeut the 
personnel of the Government or the domestic 
administration, he had declined to meddle 
in any way. Not only had he not interfered 
in the matter of the King’s hair, but, in 
point of fact, his own view, were he required 
to express il, was entirely at one with the 
advocates of the new style. After this conver- 
sation—which was held in English—S6 returned 
lo the King and repeated in detail the Russian 
Minister's remarks, The cause of the strange 
misunderstanding was soon made clear. A 
few days before S6’s audience with the King, 
the latter had seen the Russian Minister, Kim 
Heung-yuk acting as interpreter, and had been 
informed that the Minister recommended the 
restoration of the old custom. On learning this 
from His Majesty, SO caused Kim to be sum- 
moned and examined, when Kim finally confess- 
ed that, taking advantage of the King’s ignorance 
of the Russian language and the Minister's 
ignorance of Korean, he had deceived them both. 
It appears that Kim is one of the tools of Li Pém- 
chin and that, on account of his proficiency 
in Russian, he had been employed as means of 


communication between the Russian Minister 


and others. There is strong probability that his 
deceptions were not confined to this affair alone. 
Be that as it may, the misunderstanding having 
been cleared up, the King is said:to have at once 
untied his hair. What a story, to be sure! 
Could anything be more suggestive of the ad- 
ministrative contusion that must prevail in a 
ountry where even the Sovereign’s coiffure is 


ffected.by.every..wind of doctrine ? 


AN INTERVIEW WITH MR. SPEVER. 


-_ 

A representative of the Chuo called on Mr. 
Speyer, the Russian Chargé d' Affaires, in To- 
kyo, and requested his opinions on Korean 
questions. Questioned as to the flight of the 
King to the Russian Legation, Mr. Speyer 
strongly contradicted one rumour, viz., that the 
King had been induced to take the step by the 
Russian Minister. He observed that when the 
King came to the Legation seeking protection, it 
was but natural for the Minister to comply with 
his request. With regard to Korean problems, 
he continued, had Russia adopted from the first 
a policy of céoperation with Japan, and hadnever 
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taken a course hostile to the latter Power. 
There was no special need therefore to now 
arrange a further understanding with Japan on 
Korean affairs. Under the circumstances, Mr. 
Speyer could not understand why Japanese 
public opinion was strongly set against Russia. 
When the interviewer urged that this was owing 
to the people’s lack of knowledge regarding 
the sentiments of Russia, and because of the 
sudden change in Japan’s Korean policy, the 
Russian Minister observed that Japan's failure 
in Korea could not be denied. When ques- 
tioned as to the return of the King to the Palace, 
the Minister declined: to give a reply. He 
pointed out that Russia, though desirous of cé- 
operating with Japan in Korea, kept her policy 
undisclosed because she never discussed such 
things in public. Japan, however, ought to 
come forward and make overtures to Russia and 
the present was a suitable opportunity. On the 
question being put as to the probable opinions 
of other Powers upon this céoperation of Japan 
and Russia, Mr. Speyer replied that as all the 
other Powers were earnestly desirous of securing 
the tranquillity of the peninsula, they would not 
object. Even if they did, there was no necessity 
to pay heed to their objections. We (fFapan 
Mail) reproduced this for what it may be worth. 
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RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE ARMY. 


—--——- —— }—-- — -— --- 


The re-organization of the Army has been 
Officially announced. The number of Divi- 
sions, hitherto six, has been increased to twelve, 
exclusive of the Imperial Body-guard, which 
forms a distinct Division. In consequence of 
this expansion, the total number of Regiments 
becomes §2 instead of 28, or, in other words, is 
nearly doubled. The localities of the additional 
six Divisions are not yet specified, but it is con- 
fidently believed by the press that the 7th Divi- 
sion will be located at Hirosaki, the 8th at Kana- 
zawa, the gth at Fukuchiyama, the roth at 
Marugame, and the rith at Kokura. Another 
change is a new way of recruiting the Body- 
guard. Hitherto it has been formed of picked 
men sent from all parts of the Empire except 
Hokkaido and certain islands. Hereafter its 
ranks will be recruited from a portion of Tokyo 
City, and from the Prefectures of Saitama, To- 
chigi, Chiba, and Ibaraki. 


MAKQUIS KUGA. 


—_—____@—_—_____——_- 
Marquis Kuga, whohas been appointed Go- | 
vernor of Tokyo in succession to Mr. Miura 
Yasu, is one of the old Court Nobles (Xuge). At 
the commencement of the Afeié era, he was 
appointed a Councillor, and subsequently pro- 
moted tothe post of Dainagon. In 1869, he was 
entrusted with the command of the Imperial 
troops despatched to subdue the Tokugawa se- 
ceders in Hakodate, and for his services on that 
occasion, he received a life pension of 200 hoku 
of rice, and was raised to the rank of Major- 
General. Afterwards he became Vice-Minister 
of War, from which post he was removed to tho 
Retired List. In 1882, he returned to official life 
as Junior Secretary of the Cabinet, and in the 
following year was nominated a Senator. On 
the abolition of the Senate, he became a Court 
Councillor, in which position he remained until 
his appointment to be Governor of Tokyo. 


OFFICIAL REWARDS TO THE PRE- 
SIDENTS & VICE-PRESIDENTS OF 
THE TWO HOUSES. 


—_————_e————_—-- 

The Emperor has bestowed the First Class 
Order of Merit and the First Class Order of 
the Sacred Treasure on the Presidents of the two 
Houses of the Diet, Marquis Hachisuka and 
Mr. Kusumoto Masataka. The Vice-President 
of the Upper House, Marquis Kuroda, has re- 
ceived the Fourth Class Order of Merit and the 
Fourth Class of the Rising Sun; and Mr. 
Shimada Saburo, Vice-President of the Lower 
House, the Fourth Class Order of Merit and 
the Fourth Class of the Sacred Treasure. Mr. 
Nakane Juichi, Secretary of the House of Peers, 
is also honoured with the Fourth Class Order of 
Merit and the Fourth Class of the Rising Sun. 
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THE AMENDED CIVIL CODE. 
—_——_>— 

On the 13th inst., when the Special Com. 
mitice of the House of Representatives on the 
Amended Civil Code held their last sitting, 
Marquis Ito, the President of the Cabinet, de- 
livered a speech, the substance of which was 
as foflows :—The Code Investigation Committee 


was made up of Government employés and 
private eXperts. At first, the meeting of the 
Committee had been lreld once or twice a week, 
but subsequently the conferences became more 
frequent, taking place every alternate day, ap- 
proximately. In that way the deliberations 
on the general provisions, on the provisions 
relating to the rights of persons, and so 
forth, had been concluded. Being of opinion 
that it was proper to enact and enforce portions 
of the Code thus duly subjected to revision, the 
Government had placed them before the Diet 
to obtain its approval. The Government be- 
lieved themselves under obligation to have the 
amended portions enacted into law within the 
Jimit of time fixed for deferring the opera- 
tion of the Code originally laid before the Diet, 
and were therefore gratefully sensible of the 
diligence shown by the Committee of the House 
in examining the Bill (for its Committee's de- 
liberations are said to have concluded and it is 
expected that their report will be immediately 
laid before the House). The close of the ses- 
sion was drawing near, and the Government 
hoped that the discussion of the Bill by the two 
Houses would be concluded, if at all possible, 
before the date of adjournment, and that no 
occasion for further postponement wonld arise. 
When the Premier had concluded his speech, 
a certain member of the committee asked His 
Excelleucy whether he purposed having the 
period of the session protracted so as lo secure 
the passage of the Bill. The Premier replied 
that as matters relating to the prolonging or 
closing of the Diet came within the Prerogatives 
of the Emperor, he could not give any definite 
information on that point. He could only say 
that he was resolved to have the Bill passed, if 
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MESSRS. T. FIRTH & SONS, £17°D. 
. —_—___»—_____— 

The projectors of the Japanese Steel Foundry, 
so long talked of and now, at last, likely to be- 
come a reality, must be interested in the records 
of such an enterprise at the Norfolk Works of 
Messrs. Thos. Firth and Sons, Sheffield. Only 
fifty years have elapsed since the founding of 
these works, yet they are now among the largest 
and best known steel firmsin the United Kingdom. 
The factory covers an area of twenty-two acres, 
enmrploys two thousand men, and turns out from 
4,000 to 5,000 tons of Firth’s crucible steel 
every year. It was there that the material for 
the celebrated ‘ Woolwich Infant” was made, 
and goo crucibles were needed to cast the ingot 
out of which the monster was manufactured. 
Nothing shows more forcibly the extraordinary 
development, to which the steel-hardening pro- 
cess has been carried than the fact that one can 
see at these works shells from 6 inches to 13} 
inches that have penetrated compound plates 
from 9 inches to 24 inches thick, and suffered so 
lietle in the performance as to be capable of being 
firedaguin. Thatis certainly a notable triamph 
of the projectile over the target, In the face of 
such evidence one is prepared to hear that 
armour-piercing shell are among the specialties 
for which the firm is renowned. These huge 
factories, the splendid work they turn out, and 
the profusely illustrated volumes of description 
that they issae by way of advertisement, are 
typical of the mechanical greatmess of the 
age. Hammers of 30 tons each, cranes lifting 
100 tons, 3,000 tons hydraulic presses, oil- 
hardening tanks 75 feet deep and holding 
15,000 gallons of oil—reading of such things 
one begins to form a conception of the mam- 
moth factory that has grown up under the direc- 
tion of the Firth family. Willit be possible, we 
wonder, to speak of a Japanese foundry in 
similar terms twenty or thirty years hence? 
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THE BUDGET FOR FORMOSA. 
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According to a Supplementary Budget for 
the approaching fiscal year, just placed by the 
Government before the House of Representa- 
lives, the estimated revenue of Formosa is 
6,682,236 yen, and the Civil Expenditures 
amount to 6,031,715 ye, those for the military 
and gendarmes being 6,323,449 yen, all in round 
numbers. The latter total will be increased 
from the 3oth fiscal year €1897-8) and subse- 
quently to 6,566,983 yen. The Revenue is as 
follows :— 


Yen. 
RAN OU TANG ca docavniscansanevcisncacanss 879.086.997 
VAN OO. TOG -iaiesscsasvcastasncecsns ua 208,750 000 
DAKO: SUGQAC -oysskinciscdaoapadenasease 126.245.800 
TAK 00, Cain phor vai cicavesticcehexsacnes 395,470.000 
Pak O10 LWGIB 04 iisciiece(abecorasdiecins 7,500 000 
Tax on Ships and Boats....cccccceeees 20,000.000 
Tax on Vehicles ..ccccsecsessseeers sesee 5.000.000 
Export Duties v.ccccccccsesscseeeeecerees 141,512.765 
Import Duties w..ccccceseecees shuceaeuaye 380,595.95! 
Miscellaneous Customs Receipts... 22,088.000 
Registration Pees... .....cecseereesesees 100,000 000 
Gold-washing Licenses 50,000.000 
Rent of State Land vo... .cccccces seen 70,000.000 
Charges for the use of Government 
PROPCUUOS scssclisscncatnceverneesxe esas 5,000 000 
Post and Telegraph Receipts.......0. 520,173-350 
Miscellaneous Licenses and Charges 50.000 
Penalties and Confiscations ......... 2,000,000 
Hospital Receipts wc. .cccccicesseseeues 59,275 000 
Tne asniAications ...cccceccceseeseveveees 600 000 
Miscellaneous Receipts ....ccceeceeeee 300.000 
Sale of Opis ....cccccccesce cecceceeeces 3.557,827.000 
Sales of Government Properties .., 20,000 0v0 
Payments on account of Pensions to 
Sutvivors of Government Officers. 10,028.340 
Contijbution to the War-vessel Con- 
steuction Fund vis.cccccceeces in siieve 100,28 3.340 
Total Cee eseetaeneseseses one eee 6,682, 236.603 


The items, ‘contributions to the war-vessel 
construction fund,” and ‘‘ sales of Governinent 
properties” being of an extraordinary nature, 
most be deducted in estimating the normal 
revenue that the new dominion yields. These 
two items being subtracted from the total, 
there remain 6,591,950 yen, representing the 
actual revenue of the island at present. Of 
course, when better order is introduced into 
financial and administrative affairs, the income 
derived will be much larger. 

The Expenditures are as follow, the rst clause 
representing the Ordinary Expenditures, and 
the and Extracrdinary :— 














Ven. 
1. Civil Administeation Expenses... 3,171,638.561 
2. CUSNGIIS:-. Gvseisdauiasties o Sake saubing 199,857.815 
3. Commumications....cccccccececseeees 767,388.347 
4. Opium Manufacturing .....cccces 1,854,431.000 
5: Secret Service Fund .......ecccceee 38,400.000 
DOUOU asebscevenuiiats tachieagees sue 6,031,715:723 
I.—Government Undertaking Fund 4,697,400.272 
1. Repairs and Construction,..:.. 4,558,828.352 
2. Investigation Expenses......... 52,352-220 
3. Sanitary and Civil Works In. 
vesligation.....c.e. susveaeeswenes 26,219.700 
4. Aids to Navigation,.......c.00008 60,000.000 
Grand Total v......ccceeeee +04 10,729,115.995 


Besides the above items, the service of the 
three Departments of the Navy, Finance, and 
Communications has involved additional outlay 
in connection with the annexation of the island. 
These additional expenses added to the appro- 
priations for the troops and gendarmes to be 
stationed in Formosa and the Pescadores aggre- 
gate above 7,771,000 yer in the 2gth fiscal year. 








GOVERNOR MIURA. 
4 

The Government have removed Mr. Miura 
from the position of Governor of Tokyo, nomi- 
nating him a Court Councillor and appointing 
Marquis Kuga Michitaka, hitherto a Court 
Councillor, to be Governor of Tokyo. This 
step terminates the contest that has gone on 
for such a long time between the Governor and 
the Municipal Assembly. According to the 
Special System of Municipal Government exist- 
ing in Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto—the system 
that many persons, especially the majority of the 
House of Representatives, are anxious to abolish 
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—the Governor of the city is, ex officio, its 
Mayoralso. That means thatthe Mayor, in the 
case of the three principal cities, is an official 
nominee, whereas, in other towns, the office is 
elective. How much of Governor Miura’s un- 
popularity was due to the fact that he represented 
a system objectionable in the eyes of a number 
of the citizens, we do not know; probably very 
little, for the Japanese are not wholesale haters: 
they do not allow their dislike of the priest to 
extend to his stole, as their own proverb puts it. 
There is a story told in some quarters that Mr. 
Miura was distrusted originally because he had 
suffered his political opinions to be swayed by his 
personal prospects: while simply a member of 
the Hlouse of Peers, he had showed a spirit of 
Opposition that the sweets of a Governor's office 
speedily softened. But this is scarcely credible. 
On the other hand, the weapon of attack em- 
ployed against him by the Municipal Assembty 
—namely, responsibility for the water-works 
fraud—was plainly a subterfuge, for the Mayor 
could not possibly have been expected to exer- 
cise such supervision as to prevent frauds of 
the kind, and moreover, Mr. Miura himself had 
been instrumental In exposing the dishonesty. 
We can not solve the riddle, but the facts are 
that the Municipal Assembly three times pass- 
a vote of want of confidence in Mr. Miura, as 
Mayor ; three times refused to proceed with the 
fiscal business of the city until he was removed 
from office, and was three times dissolved. At 
the present moment, indeed, there is no Muni- 
cipal Assembly, the members, after their last 
vote of want of confidence, having anticipated 
dissolation by resigning en masse. It should 
be noted, however, that the Government did 
not dissolve the Assembly simply because | 
it voted no confidence in Mr. Miura. Dis- 
solution was ordered because the Assembly, 
as is usual in such cases, refused to proceed 
with its functions, thus leaving the business of 
the city entirely undischarged. Under any cir- 
cumstances an embarrassing dilemma must be 
created when such an Assembly undertakes to 
insist upon the removal of a Government official 
whose tenure of office depends entirely on the 
Emperor's will. It is scarcely possible for the 
Government to bow to a dictum of that kind. 
But, on the other hand, a local assembly has 
always power to Create an rmpasse by proceed- 
ing in the manner adopted by the Tokyo As- 
sembly on this occasion. The Government 
had to choose between removing the unpopular 
official, or subjecting the whole cily to great in- 
convenience. As for Mr. Miura himself, we 
can well appreciate his unwillingness to resign, 
since he would thereby have constructively ac- 
knowledged himself responsible for the water- 
works fraud, an affair that could not, with any 
show of reason, be laid to his charge. 


PROLONGATION OF THE DIET'S 


SESSION. 
Snare nese eee eee 

It is asserted in well-informed circles that the 
session of the Diet will be prolonged five days 
in order to give time for the passage of several 
important measures which would fail to become 
law did the House rise at the regularly appointed 
time, namely, on the 25th instant. There re- 
main now only four working days, and the 
necessity of adding to them will be understood 
when we note that the House of Peers read for 
the first time on the 18th instant the Bill em- 
bodying the revised portions of the Civil Code, 
the Bill for establishing the Industrial Bank 
of Japan, and the Bull tor establishing the 
Agriculture and Manufactures Bank. By ex- 
tending the session to the 30th, ten working 
days will available from the roth instant in- 
clusive, and in ten days a good deal of 
legislation may be accomplished, especially 
since the extremists in the Lower House appear 
to have abandoned their vexatious tactics of 
preferring Questions merely for the purpose of 
finding an opportunity to deliver long tirades 
against the Government. 
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first, that, as a general rule, the Japanese been definitely arranged. This council 


would take their success modestly andjnot having been general, but only par- 
quietly ; and secondly, that the conscious-|ticipated in by a portion of the share- 
ness of having won a title to Occidental | holders, the Company will convene a 
respect would soothe their morbid anxiety | general extraordinary meeting of its 
to prove themselves worthy of something | shareholders at which a definite propost- 
better than supercilious patronage. We tion will be voted upon. 

think that we may claim the credit of hav- Commenting on this news, the Oriental 
ing judged correctly, and that the attitude | Economist says that since last Fall, when 
of the House of Representatives on Satur-| public and Governmental opinion was 
day goes far to confirm our views. In| firmly determined that Japanese merchants 
reply to Mr. KAMASHIMA’S proposal, the should not lose the opportunity of extend- 
Vice-Minister of Finance, in his capacity |ing their commercial influence in China, 
of Government Delegate, stood up and various enterprises have been mooted, the 
boldly declared that the time was past for| most important being the starting of spin- 
ning factories there. The establishment 












THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES. 


a 
OTHING could more forcibly il- 
lustrate the altered temper of the 
Japanese nation towards foreigners than 
the acticn taken on the 13th instant by the 
House of Representatives with regard to 
the Industrial Encouragement Bank Bill. 
The measure is of considerable magnitude. 
Its import was fully set forth in our columns 
(Jan. 17th) at the time of the Bill’s intro- 
duction in the Lower House. We need 
only explain, therefore, that the Bank is to 
be a joint stock institution, having for its 











object the furnishing of accommodation to 
agriculturists and manufacturers, and that 
its capital is to be ten million yen, in fifty 
thousand shares of two hundred yen each. 
When the House came to read the Bill a 
second time, an influential member (Mr. 
KAWASHIMA JUN) pointed out that where- 
as, in the Regulations of the Bank of Japan, 
a provision appeared interdicting the pur- 
chase of shares by foreigners, no such pro- 
vision had been inserted in the constitu- 
tion of the Industrial Bank, and it would 
consequently be possible for foreigners 
not only to acquire the shares, but even t 
obtain control of the Bank. Four years 
ago, when the ‘ Strict-enforcement ” 
movement was at its height, could there 
have been any doubt as to the Representa- 
tives’ attitude towards such a question? 
We think not. They would certainly have 
amended the Bill in the sense suggested 
by Mr. KAWASHIMA. Indeed, the tendency 
of the Diet in past years was always to 
exclude foreigners from any direct share 
in Japanese enterprises, and of course that 
tendency was immensely accentuated at 
the time when people cried out forstrict en- 
forcement of the Treaties, and even for the 
introduction of a law penalizing any covert 
assistance lent by Japanese subjects to- 
wards the acquisition of fixed property by 
foreigners. We have often analysed the 
sentiment mistaken by superficial observers 
for anti-foreign feeling in Japan, and have 
insisted that it was nothing more than a 
somewhat morbid desire of self-assertion ; 
a species of not unnatural protest against 
the de-haut-en-bas treatment extended to 
the Japanese generally by Occidentals. 
Our readers may also remember that, ac- 
cording to our view, the strict-enforcement 
agitation itself produced an antidote to 
that feeling, inasmuch as the doctrine, by 
findinga prominent place in the platform 
of the extreme wing of the Opposition, na- 
turally became a point of attack to the Mo- 
derates, and thus, for the first time since 
1886, a great political party—the Liberals 
(Fiéyu-to)—~stood forward as champions of 
unrestricted foreign intercourse. Again, 
when Japan was winning her victories 
over China, and when certain writers were 
predicting that the nation would become 
so “stuck up” as to render foreign re- 
sidence intolerable, we foretold precisely 
the opposite result, our conviction being, 












exclusive legislation against foreigners. 


It had been prudent, doubtless, said Baron 


TajiRi, to interdict foreign ownership of 
the Bank of Japan’s shares at the epoch 


(1882) of that institution’s establishment, 
but since then the country had progressed 
so far that to exclude foreigners from an 
enterprise like that under consideration 
by the House was no longer desirable or 
possible. The House divided on the ques- 
tion, 86 voting against, and 77 for, the 
interdict proposed by Mr. KAWASHIMA. 
It will be agreed, we imagine, that such a 
vote is a most healthy sign of the temper 
of the time. The Japanese are learning 
to see that they should encourage, instead 
f deterring, the investment of foreign 
dapital in the country. 








ABANDONMENT or JAPAN'S SPIN- 
NING ENTERPRISE AT SHANGHAI. 


oo 
NLY a few days ago the vernacular 


press were extolling the roseate 
prospects of the spinning enterprise of 
Japanese capitalists in Shanghai. Now 
we are told that the scheme has collapsed. 
The news was first published by the 
Nippon, but was disfigured by the usual 
abusive phrases directed against what the 
Nippon terms the incompetence of the 
Government. Now the Oriental Econo- 
mist comes forward and gives, in its latest 
issue, similar news. This periodical says 
that the Shanghai Spinning Company (the 
Mitsui’s undertaking) held a council on 
the oth instant to decide whether, in 
view of the present delay in the negotia- 
tion of the new Treaty of Commerce be- 
tween Japan and China, the enterprise 
should be continued. The Directors re- 
ported that the negotiation of the new 
Treaty had not yet been concluded, nor 
was it possible to predict with any cer- 
tainty when it would be. Under the 
circumstances, they thought it rather too 
risky to establish a factory at Shanghai. 
The shareholders present endorsed the 
Directors’ views, and most of them were 
of opinion that it would be prudent to 
abandon the Shanghai undertaking for 
awhile, and that, by reducing the original 
30,000 spindles to 20,000, the enterprise 
could much better be started at home, as 
it would not be too late to establish a 
factory at Shanghai after the Treaty had 
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of two spinning factories was decided 


upon, one being projected by the Mitsui 
Firm and the other by the capitalists of 
Osaka. Both purchased land at Shanghai, 
sent to England. for plant, and have, 
moreover, designed the buildings. In the 
meantime, however, the negotiation of 
the new Treaty progressed very tardily, 
while, at the same time, the situation in 
the Far East assumed an ominous aspect. 
The result is that the spinning enterprise 
undertaken with so much alacrity has to 
be abandoned. It is true that nothing has 
yet been heard as to the fate of the sister 
enterprise projected by Osaka capitalists, 
but it is extremely probable that they will 
follow the example of the Mitsui and 
abandon their Shanghai scheme, for the 
time being. At any rate, concludes the 
Oriental Economist, one must entet- 
tain serious apprehensions as to the real 
benefits of a War on which above 300 
million yen were spent and which caused 
the death of about 10,000 men on Japan’s 
side alone. 

It is certainly strange that such mis- 
conceptions should exist as those enter- 
tained by the vernacular journals quoted 
above. The delay in concluding the new 
commercial treaty between China and 
Japan has nothing whatever to do with the 
abandonment of Japanese cotton-spinning 
projects in Shanghai. The difficulty lies 
in quite another direction. It was fully 
explained in these columns more than two 
months ago. The Chinese are at present 
in a position to impose any taxes they 
please on cotton carried from the interior 
to an open port for the purpose of being 
there manufactured into goods intended 
for consumption in China. Were the 
goods destined for export abroad, it is 
possible that raw cotton for their manu- 
facture might be allowed to reach the 
mills on payment only of the transit 
duties conventionally leviable in the case 
of exports. But since the manufactures are 
to remain in China, their raw material can 
not claim any of the exceptions accorded 
specifically to exports. Under such cir- 
cumstances, itis plainly within the com- 
petence of the Chinese local authorities to 
impose prohibitive taxes on cotton travel- 
ling from the place of production to foreign 
factories in Shanghai. Two obvious rea- 
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sons might operate to encourage the 
imposition of such transit duties. One is 
that, though bound by the provisions of 
the Shimonoseki Treaty to permit foreign 
manufacturing enterprises in the settle- 
ments, the Chinese are distinctly opposed 
to such an innovation, and would be glad 
to prevent it by interfering with the sup- 
ply of raw material. The other is that 
certain influential Chinese in high posi- 
tions are pecuniarily interested in secur- 
ing their own cotton-spinning enterprises 
against local foreign competition. It 
would be over-sanguine, and altogether 
contrary to experience of Chinese ways, 
to anticipate spontaneous liberal action in 
this matter. Japanese capitalists seem, 
therefore, to be adopting a prudent course 
when they refrain from erecting factories 
and setting up costly plants of machinery 
before they know whether a supply of raw] prise at this stage. The machinery ordered 
material will be procurable on reasonable}{from England can be set up in Kiushu, 
terms. As for the commercial treaty nowjwhere there is ample room for another 
in process of tedious negotiation in Pekin, factory, and the land acquired in Shanghai 
its provisions will certainly have no effect |€an be sold for more than it cost. 

in solving the difficulty. The Japanese 
Government are not entitled to ask for any 
concessions other than those specified in 
the Shimonoseki Treaty. They certainly 
cannot ask to have their subjects in China 
placed on a more favourable footing than 
Chinese subjects for purposes of manu- 
facturing enterprise. Even if they were 
entitled, we greatly doubt whether they 
would now be disposed to advance any 
such proposal. Their experience has been 
deterrent. It is not conducive to Japan’s 
interests that European and American 
capitalists should set up cotton-spinning 
factories in Shanghai. Her own cotton 
yarns would thereby be exposed to almost 
fatal competition in. Chinese markets. 
Thoroughly sensible of that fact, her 
statesmen nevertheless caused. to be in- 
cluded in the Shimonoseki Treaty a pro- 
vision legalizing foreign manufacturing 
enterprise in the settlements in China, 
their object being to show the world 
that they did not seek to reap any 
selfish or exclusive commercial benefit 
from their country’s victories, but that 
they desired to utilize the occasion 
for the general good of all nations. Their 
action received no manner of recogni- 
tion. On the contrary, the proprietors of 
the first foreign cotton mill in Shanghai 
announced, in their prospectus, that the 
inception of the undertaking had been 
rendered possible by the exertions of the 
British Minister in Pekin, and foreign 
critics generally tried to convince the 
public that Japan—Japan whose education 
in the matter of the most-favoured-nation 
clause had been so long and painful— 
sought to reap an exclusive benefit for her 
own nationals when she inserted that 
particular provision in the Shimonoseki 
Treaty, and was intensely chagrined to 


men of this empire that egoism is the one 
safe principle of international dealings 
now-a-days, and even had they any shadow 
of right to include in the new commercial 
treaty a clause exempting raw cotton 
from heavy transit dues. en voute for 
Shanghai, they would scarcely negotiate 
in such a. sense. What assurance Euro- 
pean and American projectors of Shanghai 
mills have as to supplies of cotton, we do 
not know. If they can procure the raw 
material at a reasonable price, so can the 
Japanese, for the latter now enjoy most- 
favoured-nation treatment in China. But 
certainly before sinking large sums of 
money in buildings and machinery, it 
seems prudent to ascertain definitely 
whether the difficulty about transit dues 
an be overcome. The Japanese projectors 
lose nothing by suspending their enter- 


tion that a self-respecting Government 
would textually pledge itself to be party 
to any puerile fraud of the kind, could not 
fail to be apparent to every intelligent 
reader of the document, and the fabrica; 
tors must have perceived the invalidating 
effect of that, provision. Does it not seem 
probable, therefore, that they addressed 
themselves chiefly to a Chinese audience ? 
The so-called “treaty,” as it appears in 
the columns of the V.-C. Daily News, is 
plainly a translation. In fact, the editor 
says that he received it in a Chinese letter. 
A Chinese reader, we imagine, would be 
quite content. to accept the document as 
authentic. None of its glaring improba- 
bilities would be likely to present them- 
selves to him. The impression left upon 
his mind, the impression that the writer 
of the covering letter takes care to em- 
phasize, would be simply that the Manchu 
usurpers in Pekin were bartering away 
the empire’s independence, five provinces 
at atime. If there be a scintilla of patriot- 
ism lingering in the hearts of the Chinese, 
they must be griviously humiliated and 
pained by the results of the recent war, 
and if the shrewdness that marks their 
conduct of commercial transactions. be in 
any degree serviceable in the field of 
politics, they can not but see that so long 
as the Manchu Dynasty remains in power, 
all hope of avoiding a repetition of these 
national disgraces must be abandoned. 
Nearly.a year ago, we published in these 
columns an essay by a Japanese who pro- 
bably knows more about China than any 
foreigner living. His verdict was unquali- 
fied: so long as the Manchu occupy the 
Dragon Throne China will not emerge 
from the rut of conservation. From a 
superficial point of view the Pekin Go- 
vernment have survived the shock of per- 
haps the most disgraceful national collapse 
ever witnessed by the world of history. 
But who can tell whether they have really 
survived it; whether forces have not been 
called into existence which, though little 
noticeable in embryo, will be overwhelm- 
ingly powerful when they reach maturity ? 
We are not of those that believe in any 
great potentialities for the Chinese race. 
Never yet have there been two meridians 
in the path of any people. China’s sun 
climbed to its zenith long ago, and has 
been irrevocably declining ever since. 
But the race must still possess some 
vitality, some elements of national energy, 
and it is strange that those who first dis- 
covered its emasculation when they saw 
the crushing defeats inflicted on it by 
Japan, have not perceived how much more 
significant would be the lesson taught by 
its tame acquiesence in those defeats. 
Not all peoples are so excitable and pre- 
cipitate as the French and Italians, who 
fall into something like a revolutionary 
fever at the first intelligence of disgrace 
to their country’s arms. But if the Chi- 
nese stolidly relapse into a state of moral 
lethargy after such terrible humiliations 








THE SECRET TREATY. 


ee” Caer rae ee 

T can not be denied that the attitude 
of the vernacular press towards the 
so-called ‘‘ Secret Treaty ” between China 
and Russia has been far more discriminat- 
ing than the attitude of the local foreign 
press. We have not yet seen one local: 
English newspaper, published in the East, 
that ventures.to deny the. authenticity of 
the ridiculous document. On the other 
hand, we have not seen one leading Japan- 
ese paper that attaches any credit: to it. 
That the compiler, or compilers, of the 
Treaty showed some adroitness cannot be 
denied. But, on the whole, the element 
of clumsiness predominates in their work. 
As. the Mainicht Shimbun shrewdly ob- 
serves, they have embodied in the Treaty 
the ideas that Englishmen entertain con- 
cerning what Russia might be disposed 
to ask from the Chinese if the Manchu 
Government put into her hands a wishing 
box, and if heaven visited her with the 
dementia that precedes destruction. Rus- 
sia’s enemies might be well pleased to 
think that she had been so hopelessly 
tactless as. to set her name to such a 
covenant. But, for ourselves, we doubt 
whether the document was concocted 
primarily for the purpose of either excit- 
ing suspicions against Russia or awaken- 
ing British distrust. We do not think 
that the forgers hoped to deceive the fo- 
reign public, or even aimed seriously at 
doing so. They must have appreciated 
the palpable silliness of the clause provid- 
ing that if China were taken to task by 
foreign Powers for allowing her empire to 
be converted into a basis of Russian mili- 
tary operations, she was to reply that 
really she couldn’t help it, she being so 
find that all the Powers would share| weak and Russia so strong. The supreme 
equally with herself. That experience, | absurdity of inserting such a provision in 
we. fear, has effectually taught the ‘states- a treaty, and the extravagance of the no- 
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as they have undergone, then truly every 
ember of patriotism must be dead in the 
nation. That is hardly conceivable, and 
the alternative is that some efforts are 
in progress to accentuate the unpopularity 
brought on the Manchu rulers by the war. 
To the average Chinaman it would not 
seem at all peculiar that his country should 
conventionally undertake to pretext de- 
bility by way of excuse for wholesale 
differentiation in favour of a Power like 
Russia. He would probably think that a 
fair diplomatic device. But, however 
ignorant he might be of international 
usages or intercourse, he could not fail to 
perceive that a Government content to 
saddle it breaches of faith on the open 
pretence of weakness, deserves the appro- 
brium of every patriot. It was to promote 
the growth of some such idea, we suspect, 
that the so-called “secret treaty” was 
manufactured, and submitted to the world 
through the easy medium of the North 
China Datly News. The forgers may con- 
gratulate themselves on their success, for 
if they have gulled so many perspicacious 
and even prescient (!) foreign editors, they 
must have obtained for their canard wide 
credenee among their own countrymen. 








VICE-ADMIRAL FREMANTLE ON 
THE WAR. 
~ + 
S to the interest of Vice-Admiral FRE- 
MANTLE’S essay in the Forum, there 
can be no second opinion. He doesnot tell 
us much that is new, indeed. All the les- 
sons that he deduces from the story of the 
war andallhis descriptionsof the incidents 
had already been published. We ourselves 
may claims that what he writes in the 
Forum might have been’ collected from 
our own columns, and that in no single 
instance do his facts differ from those re- 
lated by this journal at the time. That, 
of course, is a matter of little consequence, 
and does not call for any lengthy exposi- 
tion. What chiefly lends interest to the 
essay is the expert authority of the writer, 
as well as his clear and decisive method 
of dealing with facts. 

After the battle of the Yalu it was 
the fashion with many English local jour- 
nals published in the East to insist that 
the victory had been really with the Chi- 
nese, and that the Japanese had been 
compelled to draw off, leaving the enemy’s 
ships to pursue their homeward way un- 
molested. This view was taken notably 
by the leading Shanghai journal, as well 
as by journals in Japan to which we need 
not refer specifically. We, however, 
pointed out that the unquestionable issue 
of the fight had been a great success for 
the Japanese, since the Peiyang Squadron 
was so crippled and demoralized as to be 
thenceforth wholly incapable of venturing 
out to meet the Japanese, who thus obtain- 
ed complete command of the sea. Ad- 
miral FREMANTLE’S verdict is:—‘ The 
victory was complete, and from the 17th 





of September the Pei-yang fleet, as a 
fighting squadron capable of meeting the 
Japanese fleet on equal terms, had ceased 
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own ability to beat the Pei-yang Squad- 
ron. They were ready to fight it where- 
ever they met it, but they would have been 
glad, we think, to preface the combat by a 
daring stroke—such as that contemplated 
by Admiral ITO on his first visit to Weihai- 
wei—which would have placed some of the 
Chinese vessels hors de combat. The 
public has still to learn what motives 
underlay the naval strategy of the Japa- 
nese before the battle of the Yalu. Did 
they simply blunder in not using their 
ships more freely for vidette, or even 
offensive, purposes; or did they wish to 
score some signal military success in 
Korea before risking a naval fight the 
result of which might have injured the 
morale of both services? We can not 
tell. It seems as though their idea was 
to attack the Chinese by the easiest 
routes, and gradually but surely to push 
them into a position from which there 
would be no escape. Port Arthur taken, 
either the fate of the Pei-yang Squadron 
would be virtually sealed, since every 
wound thenceforth inflicted on it must 
be permanently crippling ; or else it must 
have escaped southward, leaving the 
Gulf of Pechili free for Japanese ope- 
rations. We are not yet competent to 
decide this point: the Japanese them- 
selves must speak. But Admiral FRrRg- 
MANTLE is mistaken in supposing that 
there existed in Japan before the war 
any estimate so confident as he describes. 

Another remarkable utterance in the 
same essay is this:—‘‘Few can now 
doubt that for some three years before 
the war broke out, the Japanese had been 
preparing for it in their usual silent, 
systematic manner.” What, we wonder, 
is the ‘‘usual silent, systematic manner” 
of the Japanese? Have we sufficient in- 
formation about their methods, or sufficient 
experience of them in any way to apply 
such adjectives? Here, also, Sir EDMUND 
FREMANTLE seems to extend to undue re- 
trospective limits the knowledge that fol- 
lows the event. Be that as it may, however, 
he plainly indicates that the Japanese had 
long been getting ready for war. But he 
does not follow the shallow critics who 
confound preparation with design. Great 
Britain is preparing for war. Every year 
she spends huge sums on her fleet, and 
the heavier her outlay, the higher her 
people throw their caps into the air. Yet 
nobody imagines that her intention is to 
fight. She obeys rather the old dictum 
st vis pacem para bellum. It was so in 
Japan’s case also, with this difference, 
that for several years she had probably 
foreseen the impossibility of averting war. 
Korea was the crux. How to deal with 
that perpetual source of friction was a 
problem perplexing and dividing Japanese 
statesmen from 1873 to 1894. If Japan 
had been ready to strike a blow in 1881, 
she would have done so. If she had been 
ready in 1884,,she would have done so. 
But though, in the interval between those 























to exist. It might still be a fleet in being, 
but so crushed and humiliated, as well as 
reduced in numbers as to be of little 
value.” 

The Admiral’s essay contains little 
that invites comment. Where he speaks 
as an expert, his views are, of course, 
beyond criticism. But we do not think 
that he is quite correct in his estimate of 
the ideas entertained by the Japanese 
themselves about their naval-position vs- 
a-vis China when the war commenced. 
Sir EDMUND, while admitting that the 
Japanese tactics were “admirable in 
all cases,” finds some fault with their 
strategy. He justly observes that they 
failed to keep touch with the Chinese 
fleet, preferring to secure their own 
military bases instead of making every 
endeavour to find their opponents and 
bring them to action. Any one acquaint- 
ed with Vice-Admiral Sir EDMUND R. 
FREMANTLE will appreciate the spirit of 
such a criticism. |t is impossible to con- 
ceive any shadow of hesitation to find his 
foe and do battle with him on the part of 
that thoroughly British officer, who pro- 
bably carried away from the Far East a 
lasting chagrin that he had been obliged 
to witness a war without taking part in it. 
Moreover, with the fast cruisers that they 
possessed, the failure of the Japanese to 
preserve constant touch with the Peiyang 
Squadron, throughout the interval when 
flotillas of Japanese transports were carry- 
ing corps d’armée across the Sea of Japan 
and the Yellow Sea, is comparable to the 
act of a General on shore who should 
march his battalions past an enemy’s flank 
without throwing out videttes to watch 
the latter’s movements. But Admiral 
FREMANTLE founds his views on the 
hypothesis not only that the preponder- 
ance at sea was with the Japanese, but 
also that they understood as much. ‘ For 
all practical purposes,” he says, ‘the 
Japanese were the more powerful and 
better able to command the sea. The 
Japanese knew that they would have to 
do with the Pei-yang Squadron, and they 
had guaged it at its true value.’ Now 
that is exactly what the Japanese had not 
done, and we are surprised that Admiral 
FREMANTLE should suppose them to have 
done it. For he himself admits that the 
question of fighting value as between iron- 
clads and fast cruisers remains unanswered 
to the present day, even after the battle 
of the Yalu and even in the judgment of 
the greatest naval experts of the West. 
How, then, can he imagine that the 
Japanese had answered it to their own 
satisfaction before the war commenced? 
They had not answered it. The two 
powerful iron-clads, the Zing-yuen and 
the Chen-yuen, represented a factor of 
quite undefined importance. The Japan- 
ese officers had no confidence in their 
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years, preparations were vigorously under- 
taken—preparations in which may be in- 
cluded the establishing of the Kyodo 
Unyu Kaisha—she was not ready. Even 
in 1894 she was not fully prepared. She 
had to divert nearly all her available 
steamers from the coastwise trade, and to 
purchase others, so little suited for future 
special requirements that té sink or break 


at of 


up the majority of them would probably 


be her most economical plan now that the 
war is over. No one watching the situa- 
tion closely had the least hope that the 
Korean problem could be solved without 
war. The memory of the biased critic is 
proverbially bad, otherwise it would not 
be forgotten that the very journalist who 
accused Japan of fighting for the pure 
lust of the thing, had been for years pre- 
dicting that, sooner or later, she must 
cross swords with Chinain Korea. Japan 
would have been insane had she failed to 
get ready for a catastrophe that every one 
considered inevitable. But if it is to be 
inferred that she wanted war because she 
prepared for it, then all Europe wants 
war, for most assuredly all Europe is pre- 
paring for it. Besides, there is one in- 
controvertible fact, not to be ignored by 
the most prejudiced writer. It is that 
China had two courses distinctly placed 
before her—either to join Japan in re- 
forming the Korean administration and 
leading the Korean people into the path 
of progress, or to stand aside altogether. 
She was perfectly free to choose either 
alternative, and had she chosen either, 
there would have been no war. But, while 
declining to do more than tender friendly 
counsels to Korea with respect to reform, 
she clung so desperately to her shadowy 
and impractical theory of suzerainty, that, 
despite Japan’s explicit warning, she per- 
sisted in sending troops to the peninsula. 
Sir EDMUND FREMANTLE appears to think 
that the Japanese attach importance to the 
: question of which side fired the first shot in 
' the first naval engagement, on the 25th of 
July. But it really matters very little which 
: side began the actual firing. What matters 


~ 


?incomparably more is that the Chinese 
’were attempting to land fresh troops in 
4 Korea, after they had been informed by 
f Japan, that, under the circumstances— 
*that is to say, in view of the fact that 
d japaii’s proposals for joint action had 
' been refused—the despatch of troops 
> must be regarded as a hostile act. In 
, truth, the wretched collapse of the mon- 
- ster empire tended to obscure men’s judg- 
ments, and to betray them into thinking 
that since the result of the quarrel was so 
signally fortunate for Japan, she must have 
deliberately forced it on her unwilling and 
unready neighbour. They forget that no 
such result was foreseen at the outset. 
Far from it. The general verdict was that 
though Japan might gain some initial 
success, she would fiually be dashed to 
pieces upon the rockeof China’s illimitable 
“ resources and vast staying power. 
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world was astonished by the finale, yet, 
for the sake of proving Japan a wanton 
aggressor, her critics ask us to believe 
that she had far keener sight than the 
world. That, we think, is giving her too 
much credit. At all events she has the 
satisfaction of knowing that to establish 
her truculence, a very high compliment 
must be paid to her perspicacity. 


Mr. Numata Ugenda, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill re- 
lating to alterations in the Jurisdiction of Dis- 
trict Courts—(oéde Proceedings of Lower House, 
February 6th)—but before the Second Reading 
could be discussed, the House was counted 
out at 5.05 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MARCH I3TH. 
HOUSE OF PEERS. 


The House met at 11.10 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


3.—First Reading of the Registration Tax Bill. 
the Lower House.) 

2.—First Reading of the ‘Tobacco Monopcly Bill. (Sent up from 
the Lower House.) > 

3.—First Reading of Government Bill relating to Transactions 
of Foreign Trade outside the present Open Ports. (Sent up 
from l.ower House.) 

4-—Firet Reading of a private Bill for amending the Election 
Law of the House uf Representatives. (Sent up from 
Lower House.) 


Viscount Soga asked to have the Order of 
the Day changed for the purpose of considering 
the decision arrived at by the Conference of the 
two Houses in respect of the Railway Construc- 
tion Law Amendment Bill. 


(Sent up from 


IMPERIAL DIET. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 12TH 
HOUSE OF PEBERS. 

The House met for Committee business 
only. 

HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVBS. 

The House met at 1.30 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
t.—Second Reading of the Government Bill relating to a Pub- 

lic Unertakings Loan. 
3.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Industrial En- 

couragement Bank of Japan. 
g-—Second Reading of the Bill relating to an Agriculture and 

Manufactures Bank. 
4-—Second Reading of the Bill relating to Aid tothe Bank of 

Agriculture and Manufactures. 

§.—Second Reading of a Bill relating to alterations in the 

Jurisdiction of District Courts. 
6.—Second Readings of various Bills relating to changes of 

Divisional Boundaries. 
7.—Second Reading of the Alcohol Trade Tax Bill. 

Mr. Kudo Kokan made a long and angry 
speech, charging the Government with being a 
nerveless and amorphous body because it had 
not made any answer to the Question preferred 
by himself and others on the 21st of January 
with regard to Korean affairs. 


Mr. Takagi Seinen presented two Questions 
to the Government, one relating tothe alleged 
secret treaty between Russia and China, as 
published by the V.-C. Datly News; the other 
with reference to the fact that a statement of the 
Government’s naval programme had appeared 
ina French newspaper, although the Govern- 
ment had not submitted any explicit account of 
the programme even to the House. 


The Government Bill relating to a Pablic Un- 
dertakings Loan was reported upon favourably 
by the Special Committee, and passed through 
its Second and Third Readings. It provides 
that a loan of 135,000,000 yew be raised in 
several parts, according as need arises, for the 
purpose of improvements on the existing State 
railways, the construction of railways in Hok- 
kaido, the creation of a Steel Foundry, the ex- 
tension of the telephone service, the creation of 
a fund for the Tobacco Leaf Monopoly, and the 
defences of the country. The rate of interest is 
to be 5 per cent. per annum or less, to be fixed 
each time by the Minister of Finance. 

The Bill for establishing an Industrial En- 
couragement Bank—(vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, January 16th)—was recommended by 
the Special Committee, with a few amendments. 
Many questions were asked, and answered by 
the Chairman of the Special Committee or the 
Government Delegate. 

Mr. Taguchi Ukichi spoke strongly in op- 
position to the Bill, which he denounced as a 
measure amounting to the establishment of a 
large lottery system. 


The Government Delegate replied, traversing 
Mr. Taguchi’s arguments. 


Mr. Kawashima Jun spoke at considerable 
length, supporting the general purpose of the 
Bill, but condemning so many of its provisions 
and attacking the Government Delegate so bit- 
terly that his speech was virtually in opposition. 

The closure having been put and carried, the 
House voted in tavour of the Second Reading. 

The next two Bills were taken together— (vide 
Proceedings of Lower House, January 16th)— 
the Special Committee’s report being favourable. 

Mr. Taguchi again opposed the Bills, and 
again Mr. Kawashima delivered a speech pro- 
fessing to be in support of the Bills, but so 
violent in parts that he was several times invit- 
ed to declare whether he appeared as an op- 
ponent or a supporter. Finally the Second 
Readings of both Bills were voted. 


The House having consented to the change, 
Viscount Soga reported that the Conterence, by 
a majorily of 1, had rejected the amendments 
of the Upper House and approved those of the 
Lower House. With regard to this decision, 
one point must be carefully noted. ‘The reason 
assigned by the majority of the Conference had 
been based, not upon the relative advantages or 
disadvantages of the two schemes from a prac- 
tical point of view, but chiefly on the hypothesis 
that the amendments of the House of Peers 
were unconstitutional. If, then, the Peers en- 
dorsed the decision of the majority of the Con- 
ference, they would be virtually passing a vote 
of censure on themselves by declaring that their 
previous resolution had been unconstitutional, 


On putting to the vote the decision of the 
Conference, not a single member rose in his 
place. 


The first, second, and third Bill on the Order, 
having been explained by the Minister of State 
for Finance, and various questions having been 
asked and answered with reference to them, 
were handed to Special Committees. 


The last Bill was similarly treated, without 
explanation or question. 
The House rose at 12.28 p.m. 


HOUSE OF RBPRBSBNTATIVRS, 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
z-—Second Reading of the Bill for changing the Jurisdiction 

etc. of certain Courts of Law. : 
9.—Second Readings of Bills for chang'ng various Divisional 

Boundaries. 
3—Second Redding of the Kill relating to the Industrial En- 

courdgement Bank of Japan. 
4-—Second Reading of the Bill relating to an Agriculture and 
’ Manufactures Bank. 
g.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to Aid to the Bank of 

Agriculture and Manufactures. 
6.—Second Reading of the Hill for preventing Diseases of 

Animals. 
7—Second Reading of the Colonists Protection Bill. 

Mr. Soyema Mimpu preferred Questions with 
regard to Formosa. First it was stated that 
while the island was in Chinese possession, 
certain concessions with regard to camphor had 
been made by the Chinese Authorities to Ger- 
man subjects, and that the German Representa- 
tive in Tokyo was pressing to have these con- 
cessions confirmed by Japan. Was that the 
case? Secondly, before Formosa came into 
Japan’s possession the right of owning real pro- 
perty there had been conceded to a number of 
foreigners. What steps had the Government 
taken with regard to that, or what steps did it 
propose to take? If the right of owning real 
property was not granted to foreigners in Japan 
proper, obviously it should not begranted in an 
island forming part of Japan’s dominions. How- 
ever weak the Government’s foreign policy 
might be, there could scarcely be any idea of 
ceding a point duly recognised in Japan’s old 
treaties, as well as in her revised treaties. 

Mr. Numata Ugenda preferred a Question 
with regard to the Séul coup d'étdt of October 
8th. The House was well aware that the Go- 
vernment had been thrown into a state of great 
perturbation by that affair, and it was under- 


Google 


334 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. [March a1, 1896. 


SA a Ee nr eC Ee Ee a ae a ee raparnnraaeDmred 
TS 


stood that the Japanese Representative in St. 
Petersburg had been instructed to inform the 
Russian Government that the Japanese Govern- 
ment entirely disavowed the acts of Minister 
Miura and intended to punish him severely 
for them. To that communication the Fo- 
reign Office in St. Petersburg had replied that 
it had no concern with the severity or leni- 
ency of the penalties imposed upon Japanese 
subjects under Japanese laws, but that it had 
its own views as to what was appropriate on its 
own part. Asked by Minister Nishi to state 
those views, the Russian Government had de- 
clined to do sp, saying that it did not disclose 
its foreign policy to other Powers. Meanwhile, 
Viscount Miura had been placed under arrest, 
and penal proceedings had been taken against 
him. But when, in the course of the judicial 
inquiry, it was seen that the various phases and 
failures of Japanese policy in Korea would 
come to be made public, the Government 
had suddenly relaxed the severity of its 
prosecution, and the Preliminary Court had 
delivered an extraordinary judgment. It was 
desirable that some explanation should be 
given of these things. Further, by what power 
had the Government despatched Public Pro- 
curator Ando to Korea to make inquiries ? Such 
a course did not appear to be consistent with 
any Japanese law or regulation. And why had 
Viscount Miura been tried at Hiroshima? 
There were indications that the Executive had 
interfered with the Judiciary in this matter. 
Was that the case? 

Mr. Yoshimoto Eikichi moved that, as the 
session was drawing to its close, and many 
measures of the greatest importance remained 
to be discussed, speeches explanatory of Ques- 
tions, if their delivery was really necessary, 
should be delivered after the business on the 
Order had been disposed of, not before. 

The President asked whether Mr. Yoshimoto 
desired to change the practice hitherto pursued. 

Mr. Yoshimoto did not press his motion, but 
urged that the President should employ every 
means to shorten such speeches. 

The first Bill, and the series of Bills standing 
second, on the Order were passed with little 


discussion. (With regard to the first Bill, vide 


Proceedings of Lower House, February 6th.) 
On taking the Second Reading of the Indus- 
trial Encouragement Bank Bill, Mr. Kawashima 
Jun, moved that, following the precedent of the 
Bank of Japan’s Regulations, a clause should 
be added interdicting the ownership of the 
Bank’s shares by foreigners. Unless such a 
step were taken, foreigners might become the 
principal shareholders, and might even get the 
management of the Bank into their hands. 


Mr. Miyazki Eiji moved to add the words 
‘Fishing Industry” to the first article of the 


Bill, instead of confining the proposed en- 
couragement to agriculture and manufactures. 


Baron Tajiri, Government Delegate, referring 


to Mr. Kawashima’s motion, said that as bank 
shares were movable propeity, it did not appear 


necessary lo interdict their ownership by fo- 
reigners. As to Mr. Miyazaki’s suggestion that 
the fishing indastry be added, it must be noted 
that the proposed law contemplated the en- 
couragement of enterprises connected with the 
ownership of fixed property. Fishing did not 
come within that category, and to introduce it 
would impair the general nature of the measure, 


Mr. Kawashima Jun asked why the shares of 
the Bank of Japan could not be held by fo- 
reigners, if the shares of the Industrial En- 
couragement Bank could be so held. Wh 
should not the same interdict apply to both? 

The Government Delegate answered that the 
Bank of Japan had been organized in 1882, 
when the condition of the country seemed to 
call for such an interdict. But things were 
changed now, and in view of the progress made 
by the nation, no illiberal veto of the kind seemed 
necessary. 


Mr. Iwajiro pointed out that while no pro- 
vision was inserted as to the ownerships of shares 
of the Industrial Encouragement Bank, the pro- 
ject of law forthe Agriculture and Manufac- 
tures Bank, standing next on the Order, con- 
tained a clause providing that the shares could 
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as possible. It was provided in the 5th Chap- 
ter that, 80 soon as one-fourth of the Bank’s. 
capital was paid up, it might issue credit Bonds 
(Saiken) to the extent of ten times the paid up 
capital. If that system were pursued, the Bonds 
might ultimately reach the large figure af 100. 
million yer, and serious economical disturb- 
ance must ensue. He moved that the words 
“ten times” be changed to “three times.” 

The Government Delegate explained that 
this provision had been drafted with careful 
regard to the actual conditions of industry in 
in Japan, and that the Government could not 
endorse any alteration. 

The House rejected the amendment. 

The sixty-four articles were fisally passed 
after various minor amendments had been pro- 
posed and rejected, and the Third Reading was 
passed bya large majority. (Vide proceedings 
of Lower House, January 16th). 

The Second Reading of the Agriculture and 
Manufactures Bank was then taken. Some of 
its provisions led to considerable discussion, it 
being contended that party considerations bad 
influenced the Special Committee’s amendments, 
but the Bill was finally passed through its Se- 
cond and Third Readings. (Vide Proceedings 
of Lower House, Jan. 16th.) 

The third Bill on the Order, for granting State 
Aid to the extent of 10 million yen to the Agri- 
culture and Manufactures Bank, was passed 
through its Second and Third Readings with- 
out debate or dissent. 

Mr. Yumoto Yoshinori, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported: in favour of the 
Rivers Control Bill, and the House voted for 
the Second Reading, taking it at once and 
passing the Third Reading also, the only ob- 
jector being Mr. Kudo Kokan, who urged that 
the Bill was not drafted with sufficient care to 
become law. 

‘Vhe House rose at 6.13 p.m. 


not be owned by any one unless he were re- 
gistered and lived in the district where the Bank 
or one of its branches stood. Would it not be 
specially easy for foreigners to purchase shares 
of the latter Bank, registration and residence 
being the qualifications? 

The Government Delegate reminded Mr. 
Obata that only Japanese subjects could be 
registered. His point was therefore of no 
value, even if the exclusion of foreigners were. 
a desirable object. 


The House rejected Mr. Miyazaki’s motion 
by show of hands, and Mr. Kawashima’s mo- 
tion by an open ballot, 77 voting for the motion 
and 86 against. 


The Second Reading having been carried as 
far as the 34th Article, the House was counted 
out at 6.05 p.m. (Vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, January 16th.) 


SATURDAY, MARCH I4TH. 
HOUSE OF P&BRS, 


The House met at 11.20 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—First Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Tax upon Uxen, 
Horses, &c. (Sent up from Lower House.) 

a.—First Reading of the Bill for amending the Tobacco Tax 
Law. (Sent up from Lower House.) 

3-—First Reading of the Bill for amending a portion of the Soy 
Reg: lations, (Sent up from Lower House. 

4-—First Readings of various Bills relating to changes of Divi- 
sional Boundaries. 


The first three Bills were entrusted to the 
Special Committees already charged with the 
duty of examining the princidal measures of 
which these were corollaries. 

The Minister of State for Home Affairs ex- 
plained that the Bills relating to changes of 
Divisional Boundaries had their origin in the 
Government’s desire to establish a system of 
local autonomy. ‘These measures had been 
presented in part in previous sessions, but had 
failed to become law for various reasons, and the 
Government, after due investigation, had now 
embodied them in Bills which the Lower House 
had passed and which he trusted that the Peers 
would also approve. 

The Bills were entrusied to a Committee of 
15, and the House rose at 11.55 a.m. 


* MONDAY, MARCH 16TH. 
HOUSE OF PEBRS, 
The House met at 10.55 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Local School 
Regulations. 

a—First Reading of Saké Tax Mill, and correlated Measures. 
Sent up from the Lower Heose,) 

$—~First Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Import !uty on 
Raw Cotton. (Sent up from the Lower House. 

4.—First Reading of the Bill relating toe Public Undertakings 
Loan. (Sent up from the Lower House). 


The President announced that Mr. Masuda 
Hanko, a member of the House, had died ou 
the 14th instant, and that the usual message of 
condolence had been sent to his family in the 
name of the House. 

Marquis Hosokawa, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the first Bill, 
relating to certain changes in the management 
of Local Schoo! finances, and the House pass- 
ed the Bill without debate. 

On taking the Saké Tax Bill, the Govern- 
ment Delegate, in reply to questions, explained 
that even after levying the increased tax con- 
templated by the Bill, a profit of 12 per cent. 
would remain to brewers of saké; and, furthes, 
that by a slight increase of the excise staff, the 
Government hope to be able to prevent any 
illicit distillation that might otherwise be en- 
couraged. 

The Bill, together with its correlated mea- 
sures, were all entrusted to the same Special 
Committee. 

The Minister of State for Finance, having 
briefly explained the Bill for abolishing the Im- 
port Duty on Raw Cotton, it was entrusted to a 
Special Committee, as was also the Public 
Undertakings Loan Bill. 

The President suggested that as. the session 
was drawing to a close and many important 
Bills had come up from the Lower House, it 
seemed advisable to place their Second Read- 
ings on the Order, without leaving the fixed 
interval of time. 

The House assented, and rose at 11.40 a.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVRS. 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
I-Second Reading of the Bill] embodying. Revised Portions 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
s.—Second Reading of the Japan Industrial Encouragement 

Rank Bill. 
ee Reading of the Agriculture and Manufactures Bank 
econ eee bata a Ly granting Ai to the Agricul- 
4-—~Second Reading of the Rivers Control Bill. 

The President informed the House that the 
Emperor had graciously conferred on him the 
First Order of Merit and the First Class Order 
of the Sacred Treasure in consideration of 
services rendered during the 27th and 28th 
years of Mei. He recognised that this dis- 
tinction was not due to his own labours, but to 
the proceedings of the House as representing 
the Japanese nation, and he begged to return 
his sincere thanks. 

Mr. Koizuka Ryo presented a Question seek- 
ing an explanation of the Government’s action 
in dissolving the Tokyo Municipal Assembly. 
time after time, so that at present the city was. 
virtually without any municipal government. 
He referred to the water-works fraud as a suffi. 
cient reason for the citizens’ loss of confidence 
in Gowernor Miura, and said that, asthe Trea- 
sury granted 150,000 annually on account of 
the water-works, it was the House’s duty to in- 
quire into such a matter, The Government's 


home. That order ought to be reversed. (At 
this point Mr. Koizuka’s attention having been 
called to the fact that Mr. Miura had been trans- 
ferred from the governership of Tokyo to the 
Court Council, he said that he need not con- 
tinue his speech, and had only to congratulate 
the people.) 

The House then proceeded with the. Second 
Reading of the Industrial Bank Bill, commenc- 
ing from the 2gth Article. 

Mr. Taguchi Ukichi moved an amendment. 
He said that his efforts to arrest the passage of 
the Bill having proved fruitless, nothing re-| of the Civil Code. 
mained but to make its provisions as innocuous | Srtt Readin vate Comcenien te cousuext Watwopete: 
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peace in the List of Lines contemplated by the Railway 


3—First Readings of Government Bills relating to changes of 

Divisional Boundaries in Tokyo and Kyoto. 
4.—First Reading of a Government Hill relating to a Capital 

Fund for the Tobacco Monopoly System. 
$—Second Reading of Government Bill for the prevention of 

Diseases of Animals. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, President of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill em- 
bodying Amended Portions of the Civil Code. 
The Committee had made a few minor altera- 
tions and additions which had been in the hands 
of the House for some days. It was not to be 
expected that such a large body of laws would 
be perfect from beginning to end, but the parts 
of the Code now before them seemed to have 
been purged of all errors cognizable by pre- 
science, and any future correction mast be in- 
dicated by practice. 


Mr. Kimura Kannosuke opposed the Bill on 
the ground that it was extravagant to ask the 
House to devote due consideration to a mea- 
sure of such magnitude at this late period of 
the session. The matter must be postponed, 
and no method of postponement existed except 
to throw ont the Bill. He granted that the 
utmost possible celerity was desirable in putting 
the Code into operation, but not such a degree 
of celerity as would amount to rashness. 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei was astonished to 
hear such a motion introduced by Mr. Kimura, 
who had himself been a member of the Special 
Committee, who had taken his full share in 
examining and asking questions about each 
article of the Bill, and who had united with the 
rest of the Committee in recommending the 
measure for the Honse’s adoption. Moreover, 
it was misleading to talk of the few days re- 
maining in the session for the discussion of this 
Bill. The new Civil Code had been before the 
public since 1890. If six years did not suffice 
to familiarize the members with its contents and 
to clarify their opinions as to its merits and de- 
fects, could even a whole session of six months 
he expected to do so? Such objections must 
be regarded as frivolous. 

The closure was put and carried, and the 
House voted for the Second Reading, which 
was taken at once. The Second and Third 
Readings were passed, one of the Special Com- 
mittee’s amendments having been struck out, 
and some discussion having taken place on the 
same ground as that taken by Mr. Kimura 
Kannosuke. 

The Six Railway Bills were entrusted to a 
Special Committee, the railways in question 
being :— 


1.—A line from Kofu in Yamanashi Prefecture to Iwa- 






























connected with establishring the Monopoly should 
be (treated in a Special Account for annual sub- 
mission to the Diet, simultaneously with the 
General Budget, this law to come into opera- 
tion from January rst, 1898. 

The Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, no explanation being given nor any 
questions asked. 


The Special Committee having reported in 


favour of the Bill for preventing Diseases of 


Animals, as sent down from the Upper House, 
the measure was passed without debate. 


The term “animals” in this Bill is meant 
to include cattle, horses, sheep, swine, and 
dogs, while by ‘‘ plague ” is meant the follow- 
ing diseases:—Rinderpest, anthrax, ranch- 
brand, glanders and farcy, contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia, epizootic apptha, sheep-pox, hog 
cholera, hog measles, erysipelas, and rabies. 


The owner or caretaker of an animal affected 


by plague, or suspected of having been affected, 


or that has been pronounced affected by a 


veterinary surgeon, must at once send notice to 
the Police or the District or Divisional Office ; 


the diseased animal must either be sepa- 
rated from the healthy or be killed, in ac- 
cordance with the instructions of the Police 
or other competent authorities. The remains of 
the slaughtered animal must either be burnt or 
buried, in accordance with the directions of 
competent officers. The authorities are au- 
thorized to cause articles tainted, or suspected 
of being tainted, by disease, to be burnt, buried, 
or disinfected. In such cases the Local 
Governor will appoint appraisers (not less than 
three in number) who will adjust claims on 
the following basis, subject, however, to re- 
appraisement by another set of appraisers 
should the first appraisement be disputed :— 
Animals killed in consequence of being affec- 
ted by rinderpest, glanders, contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia, hog measles, erysipelas, or swine 
fever, ¢ of the appraised value. Animals killed 
with a view of ascertaining the nature of a 
suspected disease, # of the appraised value. 
Cattle or sheep killed in consequence of their 
being suspected of being affected by rin- 
derpest, ¢ of the appraised value. Articles 
burnt or buried, 4 of the appraised value. In 
the first case, however, the allowance cannot 
exceed 60 yen per head ; in the second 150 yen 
per head; in the 3rd, 200 yen per head ; and in 
the 4th the total cannot exceed 10 yen. For dogs 
affected by rabies and killed, and articles burnt 
or buried on account of suspicion of being 


tainted by disease, no allowance will be given, 



















Committee, reported briefly in favour of the 
Trades Tax Biil. 


Mr. Marakami Keisuke asked whether the 
Government did not apprehend that the deve- 


| lopment of enterprise would be checked by the 


increased imposts upon trades. He made a long 
speech in preferring the question, and was an- 
swered shortly by the Minister of State for 
Finance, who explained that the Government 
did not entertain any such apprehension. 

Mr. Yasuba Howa thought that, in view of the 


important bearings of the measure, it had not 


received sufficient attention from the Special 
Committee, and should be re-submitted for 
further examination. (This proposal found no 
seconder.) 

The House voted in favour of the Second 
Reading of the Bill. 

The three Bills relating to the Board of Audit 
were then introduced. They related to the 
Board’s routine of work, the discipjinary punish- 
ment of its members, and other matters of no 


general interest. 


The three Bills were entrusted to a Special 


Committee. 


Mr. Yoshikawa, Minister of State for Home 
Affairs, introduced the River Control Bill, ex- 
plaining that no orderly and consistent system 


was now in force, and (hat something oniform 
and adapted to the needs of the time must be 
enacted. 


The Government Delegate, in reply to ques- 


tions, said that, as far as official investigations 
had been carried, there were 135 rivers in the 
empire in need of engineering work, but the 
most urgent numbered 44. 


After some further questions, the Bill was 


entrusted to a Special Committee of 15. 


The remaining Bills on the Order were all 


submitted to Special Committees without ques- 
tion, and the House rose at 1.10 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.30 p.m., the Order of 


the Day being— 
1.—First Reading of Bill relating to the Operation of Laws in 


Formosa. 


a.—First Reading of Bill relating to Pensions and Gratuities of 


Employés of the Formosa Governor-General’s Bureau. 


3.—Second Reading of Bill relating to the Amalgamation of 


Banks. 


4@-—Second Reading of the Emigrants Protection Bill. 
§.—Second Reading of Three Bills relating to changes of Divi- 


sional Boundaries. 


6.—First Reading of the Hokkaido Railway Construction Bill 


(sent down from Upper House). 


4.—Second Reading of the Alcohol Business Tax Law Amend- 


ment Bill. 


8.—Second Reading of Bill relating to changes of Divisional 


Boundaries in Yamagata Prefecture. 


9e-—Second Reading of Bill for amending the District Govern- 


ment Law. 
Mr. Sato Shozo, Chairman of the Petitions 








, buchi in Shizuoka Prefecture. 
A line from Soga-machi in Chiba Prefecture to Kisa- 
radzu, connecting with the Choshi-Kisaradzu 
_ branch of the Uyeno-Sakura Railway. 
A line from Maizuru in Kyoto to Tsuraga vid Obama 
_ in Fukui Prefecture. 
Aline from Himeji in Hyogo to Sonobe in Kyoto vid 
Sasayama. 
A line from ‘adotsu in Kagawa Prefecture to Matsu- 
yama vid Imabari in Himeji Prefecture, 
A line from Yanaga-ura in Oita Prefecture to Oita to 
connect with the Kokura-Oita and Miyazaki- 
_ Kagoshima Railway. 

2.—A line from Ishinomoki in Miyagi Prefecture to Kaji- 

yazawa connecting with Ishinomaki-tunakata- 
_ machi Railway. 

3.—A line from Wadayama in Hyogo to Yashima, con- 
necting with the Maizuru-l oyooka and Tottori- 
Yamaguchi Railways. 

4.—A line from Yoneko in Tottori Prefecture to Imaichi in 
Shimane Prefecture, connecting with the Maizuru 
—Toyooka and Tottori-Yamaguchi Railroads. 

5.~<A line from Kumamoto to Otsu, connecting with the 
Kumamoto-Oita Kailway, : 

6.—A line from Yamadanochi in Kochi Prefecture to 
Susaki, connecting with the Kotohira-Susaki 
Railway. 

A line from Tokushima in Tokushima Prefecture to 
Kawata, connecting with the Kotohira-Susaki 
Railway. 


To Bills (2), (3), (4), (5), and (6) provision 
was appended guaranteeing against any failure 
on the part of the Company to complete the 
construction of the line, or lines in question, so 
as not to impede the programme of State Rail- 
way Construction. 

The Bills relating to changes of Divisional 


Commitiee, reported that the Committee re- 
commended two petitions for adoption by the 
House ; 37 for transmission to the Government 
for purposes of comparison ; and 21 for trans- 
mission to the Upper House for purposes of 
comparison ; and found 18 not requiring con- 
sideration and 3 to be rejected. 

The Government Delegate, introducing the 
first Bill, explained that owing to the marked 
difference between the conditions existing in 
Formosa and in Japan proper, a special system 
of legislation was required forthe former. The 
Bill proposed, therefore, that the Orders issued 
by the Governor-General of Formosa should 
have the force of law within the district under his 
jurisdiction ; that, however, the compilation and 
issue of such Orders should be effected in con- 
junction with a Council to be organized in the 
Governor-General’s Bureau, and should receive 
the sanction of the Minister of State for the 
Colonies (7akushoku Datjin), except in urgent 
cases, when the above routine might be dis- 
pensed with and Orders might be issued at once 
by the Governor-General, provided that Orders 
so issued were sanctioned as soon as possible 
by the Emperor and reported to the Council ; 
and finally, that, in extending to Formosa the 
operation of laws already existing or hereafter 
enacted, the machinery of an Imperial Ordi- 


as also for animals or articles that have not 
been subject to the procedure detailed above. 
With a view to providing against the spread 
of plague, Local Governors may interdict, by 
fixing the limit of districts and the species of 
animals, the passing of animals or articles from 
such districts. They may suspend the business 
of slaughtering establishments, or of workshops 
where animal substances are dealt with, or 
order inspection of suspected animals. Local 
Governors may also order inspection of healthy 
animals, or animals or articles coming from 
infected districts, and the importation of cattle 
or articles from an infected district. Breaches 
of this law are liable to be punished by the im- 
position of a fine ranging from 2 to 100 yen, 
according to the gravily of the offence, and of- 
fenders may also be punished in accordance with 
the provisions of the Criminal Code. The law 
is to come into force from April rst, 1897. 


The House was counted out at 3.35 p.m. 








TUESDAY, MARCH 17TH. 
HOUSE OF PRERS. 


The House met at 10.55 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


r—Second Reading of the Trades Tax Bill. F 

2.—Firet Reading of three Government Bills for amending the 
Law of the Board of Audit, &c, 

3e—~First Reading of the River Control Bill. (Sent up from 


Boundaries in Tokyo and Kyoto were handed 
to a Special Committee without explanation or 
question. 

The Bill relating to a capital Fund for the 
Tobacco Monopoly System was then read. Its 


gist was to provide that all financial operations 





Lower House.) 

4-—First Reading of the Bill for changing the localities and 
aeons of certain Law Courts. (Sent up from Lower 

ouse.) 

5.—First Reading of Bills relating to Changes of Divisional 
Boundaries. 

6.—First Reading of Bill for amendlog the Law of Railway 
Construction. (Sent up from Lower House.) 


Prince Tokugawa, on behalf of the Special 


Google 


nance should be employed. 

Various questions were put and answered 
by the Government Delegate, who explained 
that owing to the hetereogenous character of 
the people inhabiting Formosa, it was impos- 
sible, at present, to form any definite plan for 
giving them a share in the administration of the 
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island’s affairs, but an office already existed the 
purpose of which was to utilize the local know- 
ledge and ability of the better classes of the 
inhabitants. 

This Bill, together with the Bill for extend- 
ing the provisions of the Pensions and Gratui- 
ties Law to employés of the Governor-General’s 
Office in Formosa, were entrusted to a Special 
Committee. 

Mr. Kozaka Zenosuke, on behalf of the Spe- 
cial Committee, reported in favour of the Bill 
relating to the Amalgamation of Banks, with 
two amendments, and the House voted the 
Second Reading. The Third Reading was also 
passed immediately. 

The Kudo Kokan, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Emigrants 
Protection Bill, which was passed through its 
Second and Third Readings without debate. 


The Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries having heen passed as amended by 
the Committee, the Bill for the Construction of 
Railways in Hokkaido—(vide Proceedings of 
Upper House, February t3th)-—was entrusted to 
a Special Committee. 

The Bill for amending the Alcohol Business 
Tax Law, which had been reported on favourably 
by the Special Committee on the roth instant, 
but which had not been debated owing to the 
House's being counted out, was then taken. 
(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, February 
5th.) 

Mr. Suzuki Jubi moved the rejection of the 
Bill, as calculated merely to embarass medical 
practitioners. 


Mr. Nakano Buyei asked whether the provi- 
sions would not conflict with the Treaties. 


The Government Delegate that such would 
be the case with respect to the clause that no 
person must procure alcohol, or any mixture of 
alcohol, without recourse to a licensed dealer. 
At all events, there did not appear to be any 
practical necessity for the proposed measure. 

Mr. Taguchi Ukichi said that persons pur- 
chasing alcohol for purposes of medicine or 
manufacture would certainly be more or less 
embarrassed by the Bill, but it was absolutely 

_ essential to close all routes by which untaxed 
alcohol might find its way into the country. 
Otherwise foreign alcohol would altimately take 
the place of the highly taxed sa&é produced in 
the country. 


Mr. Nakano Buyei contended that untaxed 
alcohol did not find its way into general con- 
sumption through the intermediary of physi- 
cians or manufacturers. The true source of 
the trouble must be sought in the fact that pur- 
chases of alcohol from foreign importers could 
not be subjected to any efficient control. A 
Japanese merchant might obtain alcohol in any 
quantities he pleased, and might escape the 
payment of all taxes except on a very small por- 
tion of it, if only the collusion of the foreign im- 
porter were obtained. So long as that was the 
case, no good purpose could be served by 
meddling with the transactions of druggists and 
manufacturers. Moreover, there was no evi- 
dence that these latter took unlawful advantage 
of the privileges enjoyed by them. 

The House rejected the Second Reading of 
of the Bill. | 


The Bill relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries in Yamagata Prefecture was then 
passed. 


The Special Committee on the Bill for amend- 
ing the District Government Law reported that 
hitherto the Government had opposed the pro- 
jected amendments, but now they assented on 
the whole. The principal changes were that 
the office District Headman was to become 
elective, instead of being filled by an official 
nominee, to which change, however, the Go- 
vernment ‘objected, and that the franchise for 
electors and candidates in District Assemblies 
was to be lowered to the payment of taxes 
amounting to 3 yen. 


The House voted the Second and Third Read- 
ings of the Bill, and rose at 5.47 p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH I8TH. 
HOUSB OF PEBRS. 
The House met at 10.50 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—First Reading of the Bill embodying amended Portions of 
the Civil (ode. (Sent up from the Lower House.) 
3.—Consideration of the Lower House’s Ameudments of the 
Bill for preventing Diseases of Animals. — ; 
3.—First Reading of the Bill for establishing an Industrial 
Bank of Japan. (Sent up from the Lower House.) 
First Reading of the Bill for establishing &® Bank of Agricul- 
ture and Manufactures. (Sent up from the Lower House.) 
§.—First Reading of Hill providing State Aid for the Agriculture 
and Manufactures Bank. (Sent up from Lower House.) 
6.—Petitions. 


The Minister President of State explained 
that, in accordance with a resolution passed by 
the Imperial Diet in 1892, the duty of revising 
the new Civil Code had been entrusted to a 
Committee, in March, 1895. The Committee 
had been composed of legal experts and men 
of practical experience, as well as scholars of 
reputation, chosen from within and without 
officialdom, and he himself had had the honour 
to be appointed President. In conducting the 
work of revision, the fullest attention had been 
paid to the customs and laws of Japan, and the 
laws of other countries had also been consulted 
for purposes of comparison. On behalf of the 
Revision Committee he was thus in a position 
to say that the body of laws now submitted for 
the House’s approval was not excerpted from 
the laws of any foreign country, but represented 
a careful adaptation of modern legal principles 
to the customs and traditions of Japan. The 
House might rest assured that the enforcement 
of these laws in their revised form would not 
entail any inconvenience or embarrasment to 
the people. He trusted, therefore, that the Bill 
would receive approval, and above all he trusted 
that, in view of the pressing necessity for put- 
ting into operation a code of well digested laws 
suited to the conditions of modern Japan, the 
House would use all possible expedition in 
dealing with the Bill, so as to pass it through 
its various stages before the end of the session, 
now rapidly drawing to its close. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu, having been closely 
connected with the work of compiling the code 
from its initiation, begged to say a few words. 
The House would remember that he had strenu- 
ously opposed the Code when il was submitted 
four years ago, his conviction being that due 
attention had not been paid by the compilers to 
the immemorial customs and special conditions 
existing in Japan, and that dangerously slavish 
subservience to foreign laws could be traced in 
many of the provisions. The Diet had prac- 
tially endorsed that view by voting that the 
operation of the Code should be postponed for 
purposes of revision. He was happy to nole 
that the Revising Committee had consisted 
solely of Japanese, no foreigner being consulted. 
Further, he found, on comparison, that nearly 
all the objectionable features of the Code, as 
originally compiled, had been removed, and he 
considered that the body of laws now before 
them might be put into operation without ap- 
prehension. 

The President explained that in allowing Mr. 
Murata to speak at this juncture, he had de- 
parted from the usual routine in deference to 
special request, and because such a course 
seemed useful. 

Mr. Watari Musamoto asked leave to intro- 
duce an urgency motion that the examination of 
the Bill be entrusted to a Continuing Com- 
mittee. Only a week of the Session remained, 
and it was hopeless to attempt any intelligent 
treatment of a body of laws containing over 700 
articles within so brief a period. The dignity 
of the House would be impaired by such pre- 
cipitious procedure. 

The House declined to grant Jeave to intro- 
duce the motion. 

a Bill was handed to a Special Committee 
of 15. 

The Government Delegate having stated that 
the Government offered no objection to the 
amendments made by the Lower House in the 
Bill for preventing Diseases of Animals, the 
House endorsed the amendments. 

The third, fourth, and fifth Bills on the Order 
were handed to a Special Committee of 15 
without debate, after a brief explanation by the 
Minister of State for Finance. 
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The House then adopted 7 petitions for pre- 
sentation to the Government, and rose at 
12.05 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.28 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1—Second Reading of the Ship Inspection Bill. 

a.—Second Reading of the Ships’ Officers Bill. 

g.—Second Reading of the Ships” Officers Disciplinary Bill. 
4.-—Second Reading of the House Investigation and Inspection 


Bill. ; 
s.—Second Reading of the Bill for changing Provincial Bound- 
aries. 
6.—Second Reading of the Bil! providing State Aid to Agricul 
tural Experimental Stations in Cities and Prefectures. 
7.—First Reading of a Bill for amending part of the Commercial 


rk Reading of a Supplementary Bill for amending the 

Irrigation Associations Regulations, 
g.—First Reading of Bill for Taxing the Bank of Japan. 
10.—Virst Reading of a Bill for amending the Bank of Japan’s 

Regulations. ; 
xz —First Reading of a Bill relating to Meritorious Service 

Incomes. 7 

Mr. Fujita Tatsuyoshi presented a Question. 
seeking to ascertain the reasons of the Govern- 
ment’s failure to take any step in accordance 
with a Representation passed by the House in 
its 8th Session on the subject of water dis- 
tribution. 

Mr. Naka Kajuro presented a Question with 
reference to Sea Otter and Seal Hunting. 

The first three Bills were taken together, the 
Special Committee reporting favourably on them 
with one amendment, namely, that steamers of 
500 tons and under, navigating Japanese seas, 
and steamers of 200 tons and under, engaged 
in the coastwise trade, should nat be required to 
carry morethan oneengineer. The Committee 
considered that to impose upon such vessels 
the obligation of carrying two engineers would 
needlessly interfere with their trade. 

The Bills were passed through their Second 
and Third Readings, as amended, without 
debate. 

The Bill relating to Horses—(vide Proceed- 
ings of Lower House, March r1th)—and the 
Bill relating to a change of Provincial Bounda- 
ries— (vide Proceedings of Lower House, March 
7th)-—were reported upon by the same Com- 
mittee, the formerfavourably, the latter unfavour- 
ably. The former was passed through its 
Second and Third Readings without debate, and 
the latter was thrown out. 

The Special Committee entrusted with the 
examination of the Bill for granting State Aid 
to Agricultural Experiment Stations were divided 
in their views, the majority supporting the pro- 
posal, and recommending that an annual sum 
of 150,000 yen be allowed for the purpose ; the 
minority opposing it on the grounds that if State 
aid were granted for such a purpose, a dan- 
gerous precedent would be established, and that 
ifexperiment stations were really needed, the 
people themselves should establish them with- 
out waiting for official assistance. 


After a brief debate, in the course of which 
the Government Delegate said that very useful 
results might be anticipated if such stations were 
established, the closure was put and carried, 
and the House voted for the Second Reading 
by 83 to 77—(vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, Feb. 29th)—but on taking the clauses 
one by one, it was finally decided to re-commit 
the Bill to a new Committee of 9. 


The Bill for amending a portion of the Com- 
mercial Code was then read. It referred to the 
face value of shares in joint stock companies. 
The 175th Article of the Code, as it now stands, 
provides that no share shall have a face value 
of less than 20 yen, and that when the capital 
of a company is 100,000 yen or upwards, the 
shares must not be less than 50 yen each. The 
amendment proposed was that the portion of 
the article relating to the 50 yer Jimit be ex- 
punged. Mr. Komura Shigehiro, introducing 
the Bill, said that the object of the law was evi- 
dently to prevent such a subdivision of a com- 
pany’s capital as might lead to confusion. But 
in practice it worked the other way, for since no 
provision, except the 50-yen limit, existed in 
the case of companies whose capital exceeded 
a hundred thousand yen, a company with a 
capital of a million yen might bave twenty 
thousand shares, and a company with a 
capital of ten million yes might have the 
enormous number of two hundred thousand 
shares. On thé other hand, in order to 
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avail itself of the 20 yen limit, a company 
might fix its capital at some amount just be- 
low a hundred thousand yen, thus introducing 
on the side of the capital the very element of 
confasion that the restriction as to the face 
value of the shares was intended to avert. Such 
instances were to be seen, as were also in- 
stances of companies which, since the promul- 
gation of the Code, had reduced the face value 
of their shares from 100 yen to 50 yer, but in 
no case had the face value of the shares been 
raised. Under the circumstances, the wisest 
plan seemed to be that the inferior limit (20 
yen) alone should be fixed, and that, for the 
rest, companies should be left to determine their 
shares for themselves in whatever way might 
be most convenient. 

The Government Delegate failed to follow 
Mr. Komura’s argument. Apparently the House 
was asked to remove a useful restriction in the 
interest of persons disposed to elude it. The 
effect of the projected amendment would be to 
leave companies free to subdivide their capital 
as they pleased, so long as their shares were 
over 20 yen, a plainly inadequate figure in the 
case of a company having a capital of over 
100,000 yen. It appeared that Mr. Komura 
invited the House to legislate in behalf of license. 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei opposed the Bill, and 
the House rejected it, 

The Bill for amending the Regulations of the 


Irrigation Associations had for its object the: 


determination of due rules as to the election of 
the Associations’ Councillors. It has already 
been passed by the Lower House in its 8th 
session. The Bill was entrusted to a Special 
Committee. 

The Bill for taxing the Bank of Japan was 
introduced by Mr. Ishida Kannosuke. k pro- 
vided that when the Bank’s net profits exceeded 
5 per cent. of its paid-up capital, the excess, after 
deducting from itthe appropriation for the reserve 
and the amount carried over from the previous 
account, should be divided into two equal parts, 
of which one should be paid into the Treasury 
and the other should be available for a further 
dividend. The Bill also provided that the above 
payment to the Treasury should be semi-annual, 
the dates of payment being the 31st of August 
and the 28th of February. Mr. Ishida con- 
tended that the profits of the Bank at present 
were excessive, and that, in view of the special 
privileges it enjoyed, and of the general ob- 
ligation devolving upon all classes of the 
people to pay additional taxes at this juncture 
of the empire’s history, some impost upon its 
earnings was only just and proper. 

Mr. Kagami Kohei opposed the Bill. If an 
institution like the Bank of Japan discharged 
certain services on behalf of the State, it must 
be appropriately remunerated for the work. 
Just at present, when the question of general 
finance offered many complications, it was 
essential not to interfere with the stability of 
the pivot of that finance, namely, the Bank of 
Japan. Moreover, the Bank’s profits were by no 
means excessive when compared with those of 
similar enterprises throughout the country. 

The Bill for amending the Regulations of 
the Bank of Japan was brought up for debate 
at this stage, on a motion by Mr. Hagashiwo 
Heitaro. Its object was to amend the roth 
Article of the Regulations so as to read :— 
‘“‘ After deducting from the net profits of the 
Bank the dividend to the shareholders, not less 
than one-tenth and not more than three-tenths 
of the remainder shall be appropriated to (1) 
the reserve to make up losses of capital, and 
(2) the reserve for equalizing dividends.” In 
the article as it now stands the inferior limit 
(one-tenth) alone is fixed, but in view of taxing 
the Bank’s profits, a superior limit also must be 
fixed. 

Both Bills were entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

The last Bill was entrusted to a Special Com- 
mittee, and the House rose at 6.09 p.m. 


The promoters of the Silk Export Co. at 
Kobe will shortly present an application for 
official permission to start the company with a 
capital of yen 5,000,000. 
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FOKORHAMA IMPERIAL HYGIENIC 
LABORATORY. 


———— @»~_____ 

The Yokohama Imperial Hygienic Laboratory 
has been established some twenty years and is 
now housed in the Gothic church-like structure 
standing at No. 73, Honcho-dori, Gochome. 
On Saturday it was thrown open to the inspec- 
tion of the general public. The Laboratory is 
exceptionally well supplied with scientific in- 
struments of the latest construction and de- 
gree of accuracy, and its operating rooms are 
well-lighted, spacious, and lofty. On Satuar- 
day, visitors were first of all taken into a room 
where bacteria of choleraand tuberculosis were 
confined under powerful microscopes. From 
this it was but a step to instruments designed 
principally for the cultivation of these micros- 
copic pests of humanity, and it was gratifying to 
find that extensive supplies of agar-agar, glue, 
and other articles much beloved by bacteria 
are at the disposal of scientific investigators 
along this line of research. In another room 
were seen steam and dry-air sterilising and dis- 
infecting machines. Passing on, one cametoa 
room where foods-stuffs, drugs, and wines are 
analyzed. A complete equipment of instru- 
ments for analyzing ‘‘exhibits” in criminal 
cases was next shown; and from thence the 
visitor passed on to the scales room. One of 
these instruments is so delicately poised that it 
is possible to determine with it the 10,000th 
part of a millimetre. Near this room is an 
apartment where experiments are conducted 
in the properties of light prisms and the flash- 
ing points of oils, mineral and_ otherwise. 
Some interesting experiments were being carri- 
ed on during Saturday morning in regard to 
the purity of water supplied to Yokohama, 
either from the Water-works or wells, traces 
of chlorine, ammonia, and lime being the prin- 
cipal chemicals sought for. Upstairs the 
Laboratory possesses a capital little museum 
containing examples of drugs principally found 
in the Far East ; the woods, products, minerals, 
etc., of Japan and China; a well selected library 
of works on scientific chemistry; and a well 
arranged set of fossils and rocks. In the recep- 
tion room upstairs hangs a copy of the memorial 
standing in Uyeno Park to the memory of Dr. 
C. J.C. Geerts, the pioneer of pharmacy and 
chemistry in Japan, which was erected by his 
pupils. 





TOTAL WRECK OF THE “ MATTIE 
I. DYER.” 
—_——_~»——____—. 

The sealing schooner Mattie Z. Dyer isa 
total wreck on the French Frigate Shoals, Ha- 
waiian Islands. She was under the command 
of Captain Mockler, and had a crew of 22 
hands. The Mattie T. Dyer struck the 
shoal on the morning of the 22nd February, 
and in eight minutes she filled and sank, 
leaving only the masts in sight. The crew 
managed to get four boats away, but the only 
provisions in them were 24 tins of peaches 
and not a drop of water. The men accordingly 
landed on an adjacent islet and dug for water, 
but without success. The wind being favour- 
able, the boats were headed for Honolulu, which 
place was made in four days, four hours, by the 
captain’s and the mate’s boats: the other two 
took eight days. The shipwrecked men were 
in a bad way when they reached Honolulu, but 
at date of latest advices were doing well. Only 
one tin of peaches for six men per day was 
allowed, and considering that no other food or 
water was available the men must be consider- 
ed to have had a fortunate escape. Three went 
crazy before Honolulu was nade. The Mattie 
Z. Dyer was built in the Eastern States by Cap- 
tain Dyer, a large ship-owner, and named after 
his daughter, who is an artist of some note in 
the United States. Captain Mockler bought 
the vessel in 1889 and brought her around to 
the Pacific Coast. He was sole owner of the 
craft. This was the fourth trip of the schooner 
to the sealing grounds. The vessel was of 103 
tons, and was valued at $15,000, but there was 
only $2,000 of insurance on her. 


THE ROADS OF THE UNITED 


STATES. 
———___—_>-—_—___—__ 

The question is often asked me, ‘‘ What are 
some of the great changes that have taken place 
in the United States within the last ten years?” 
In the great advances that have taken place in 
every department of life one of the most con- 
spicuous improvements is in roads, especially 
through the Eastern States and in the neigh- 
bourhood of all cities and towns everywhere. 

We have often been severely criticized for 
our miserable roads that were deep in mud in 
times of rain, and equally deep in dust and ruts 
at other times. The American Commonwealth 
has been far behind Europe in road construc- 
tion, simply because our comparatively new 
country is so vast and the population so sparse 
that it was a financial impossibility to traverse 
the distances with well constructed roads. In 
the early days of our history the road commis- 
sioners of Boston were instructed to make a 
road in the primeval forest towards the west as 
far as, in their judgment, would ever be need- 
ed. They completed their work and reported 
a road of thirteen miles out west, that is, a road 
from which the tree stumps had been removed 
so that a cart could be driven over it. In that 
same direction there has just been completed 
a magnificent boulevard about 125 feet wide, 
with a double track electric line in the middle, 
the whole costing about $25,000 per mile. This 
is an index of the new movement in the direc- 
tion of good roads. 

Up to about ten years ago, our country's needs 
—political, commercial, and agricultural—de- 
manded railroads even more than wagon roads, 
so that railroads were pushed through thousands 
of miles of unoccupied land, even before waggon 
roads were opened there. The wealth of the 
nation was largely put to use in this way, re- 
sulting in the construction of 180,000 miles of 
railway over 50,000 miles of sidings and double 
tracks. But this development reached a climax 
about ten years ago, since which time a marked 
change for the better is seen in the improvement 
of city and country roads, Zhe Independent, 
of New York, has recently published twelve 
articles on American roads, from which I take 
a few statistics. 

There are now about 1,300,000 miles of 
common roads which cost the public over 
$15,000,000 annually. The rage for improve- 
ment is greatest in New England and New 
York. The three States, Massachusetts, New 
York, and New Jersey, spent in the year 1894, 
$4,415,000. The macadam, telford, and asphalt 
are all used, and their average cost is about 
$5,000 per mile. The introduction of asphalt 
began in the broad streets of Washington in 1876, 
and already over 1,500 miles of this expensive 
style have been opened in various places. As- 
phalt roads are an immense blessing in crowd- 
ed cities, where the noise of the horses and 
carts on the stone pavements is almost unendur- 
able, especially for people of weak nerves. It 
was impossible to converse with open windows 
in rooms fronting stone pavements, but with 
the asphalt the defeaning clatter and rumble 
are three-quarters done away with. The drivers 
of horses, however, have to be very careful on 
the slippery asphalt, and horses have to be shod 
twice a month instead of once when stone paved 
roads are converted into asphalt. These roads 
are so noiseless that they are in special use 
near hospitals, schools, and churches. 


Bicycles have given a great impulse to road 
improvements, The boulevards and parks are 
full of them. Lovers on tandems, mothers 
coasting with their children, old people and 
young riders bent on business or pleasure— 
everybody rides. The League of American 
Wheelmen has spent over $100,000 in getting 
road improvements before State Legislatures 
and the proper authorities of towns and cities. 
An elevated bicycle road of a hundred miles, 
from Chicago to Wilwunkee, is said to be in 
construction. For ten cents any one may have 
the privilege of the road for any distance he 
may choose. 

The horseless carriage is coming along soon, 
and this will necessitate the construction of 
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mudless roads all through the country. These 
Carriages now cost $1,500 each, and as yet they 
are few and far between. But the demand for 
them wiil soon bring down the price, and horses 
in the near future will largely disappear from the 
work of the cities. The omnibus, drays, delivery 
carriages, and all kinds of vehicles will be 
supplied with motors, and the noble horse that 
has done so much to advance civilization will 
have a long rest. 

Of course electric roads have multiplied 
everywhere, driving horse-cars almost out of 
existence and supplanting even the cable-cars. 
Electric lines have already put a stop to the. 
growth of congested cities, and are adding 
wide suburbs to all the cities. They are 
paralleling the railroads in the neighbourhood: 
of cities, and thus are perceptibly diminishing the. 
latter's passenger traffic. They connect even: 
distant towns, run to picnic grounds, and open. 
hew routes through forests to the lakes and 
seashore. Trolley parties are quite the style 
and an hour’s ride for a “ nickel” can be had: 
through beautiful suburban scenery. But these 
cars are very murderous it: some cities. Over 
one hundred and thirty people have been killed 
by them in Brooklyn. In other cities, Boston 
for instance, hardly a run-over is reported. So 
dependent has the public become on these 
trolley lines that a strike, like the one in Brook- 
lyn a year ago, brings disaster to many a busi- 
ness house, and entails wide suffering. To 
prevent such a sudden’stop on transportation the 
Government has put mail cars on these lines, 
and whoever stops them becomes a criminal. 

The United States of to-day, with its et work 
of railroads, of new trolley lines, and of boule- 
vards, with the bicycle and horseless carriage, 


THE NEW FRENCH CONSULATE. 


————_@—______ 

The new French Consulate (Chancellerie). 
stands on undoubtedly the finest site in Yoko- 
bama, the foot of the Camp Hill, directly facing 
the Creek, and possesses an extensive view of 
the harbour and bay from the site of the old 
French Camp. But for the tardiness of the 
French Chambers in voting the funds, this superb 
position would have been utilised years ago. 
Yet, better late than never, the first work in con- 
nection with it was commenced in 1894, under 
the superintendence of M. Paul Sarda. The 
foundations of the stately building rest on a thick 
layer of concrete, and the basement walls are 
three bricks thick. These walls have a dressing of 
porphyry, the stone being brought from Hakone. 
This dressing is carried up to the ground floor, 
on the two principal elevations, while on the 
sides facing the hill and the bay, a very fine- 
gtained gneiss is used. From the ground-floor 
to the roof, sandstone obtained from Hakone 
has been used. We may mention that the 
bricks used in the building were supplied by 
the Fukagawa Brickworks, near Tokyo. The 
Consular offices, Court-room, etc., are on the 
ground floor, the Consul’s private room be- 
ing situate in the south-west corner of the build- 
ing. All are light spacious, and airy apart- 
ments. The flooring is partly of keaks and 
partly of Oregon pine—the latter being by far 
the better wearing at present. The stairs and 
staircase are of &eak:, and the joinery work 
comprises keaki, hinoki, and sugs woods. The 
entrance hall is paved with polished marble and 
granite in pleasing design. All the ironmongery 
fittings were supplied from France, except the 
hammered iron entrance gates and palings on 


isin marked contrast with the United States of |the wall, which are really fine specimens of 


tein years ago. H.D. 


MR. E. W. BROOKE'S EXHIBIT1ON OF 
PICTURES. 
—__»_____—- 

Some two years have elapsed since Mr. E. W. 
Brooke gave his first exhibition of pictures in 
Yokohama, and visitorsto Kiel’s Building during 
yesterday and to-day find that his brush has been 
very busy in the interval. The present exhibition 
is composed solely of pictures dealing with 
Japan. Mr. Brooke has a dainty touch and a 
keen discrimination for colour effects, and in all 
the forty and odd works hung on the screens 
he succeeds in impressing these distinguish- 
ing characteristics of his individuality. His 
landscapes indeed are far and away supe- 
rior to his figure subjects, his brush losing its 
felicity of expression when attempting to 
portray the human form divine. The best 
balanced picture of the present exhibition 
is No. 1, “Plum Blossoms at Kawasaki,” though 
in point of restfulness and depth of effect it has 
to yield to No. 18, ‘“‘ Avenue of Trees leading 
to Shogun’s Tombs, Uyeno.” This is a delight- 
ful composition: A very pretty picture is No. 
6, ‘‘ Kozu.” A bit of the old crytomeria-lined 
Tokaido occupies the foreground, and the rest 
of the picture deals solely with sea and sky. 
The time is afternoon in midsummer, and 
a dreamy haze hangs o’er land and sea: the 
very atmosphere seems to have been caught 
and transferred to the artist's canvas. Mr. 
Brooke has a sensitive appreciation of nature’s 
varying moods, ‘‘half smiles, half tears,” 
and faithfully he follows his mistress in all 
her waywardness. A _ pleasing example ‘of 
this phase of his artis shown in No. 14, ‘“ Lake 
Hakone,” taken at a point just before entering 
Moto-Hakone, and Iooking towards the Ashi- 
noyu hills. Half of the landscape is bathed 
in the sunlight of a July day, the other is fleck- 
ed with the shadows thrown by shower-distill- 
ing clouds. No, 21, “ Fuajiyama from Omiya 
Hills” is a tender pourtrayal ofa pretty view of 
the lordly mount. A clever atmospheric effect 
is obtained in No. 31, “ Zushi,’”’ but perhaps 
more taking is No. 13, ‘* Wistaria, Kameido.” 
In the opinion of many visitors on Friday this 
latter is the most pleasing picture in the whole 
eee: It certainly shows the artist at his 
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blacksmith’s work. These were made by Japa- 
nese from designs supplied by the architect and 
approved in Paris by the Foreign Office. In 
this, as in other artistic details, the French 
Consul-General M. Klobukowski, afforded 
scholarly aid, his fine taste being apparent 
everywhere. It may be of interest to note that 
the roof, 2 la mansarde, is covered with Sendai 
slates, the flat portions being leaded, the rest 
having French tiles. The mortar employed 
throughout is composed of pure, sharp river 
sand, Tosa lime, and cement. The Consular 
staff are provided with quarters in the first storey 
of the building, buta fine residence is being 
erected on the top of the hill for the Consul- 
General. This when finished will be the hand- 
somest house in Yokohama. As spring advances 
the beauties of the French Consulate grounds 
well be more fully revealed. Even at this dry 
season they present a very pleasing appearance, 
having been laid ont with water-falls, rockeries, 
cascades, etc., in really good taste. 





FINANCIAL MEASURES. 


—————~»~—___—_— 

The Department of Finance announces that 
the following Public Loan Bonds will be re- 
deemed by lot during the present month :— 

Y 
New Four Petecents ........cccsscseee 
Five Per-ceut. Pension Bonds ....... 186,000 
Five Pes-cent. Naval Bouds,,........ 


Five Per-cent. Consolidated Bonds 10,000 





Total... eeeseevesace 


sesecescecsesss 3,289,000 





TEN CELEBRITIES. 


—_-_—_—_»——— 

A periodical called the SAsnshonen has just 
asked its subscribers to nominate by vote the 
ten men, whether foreign or Japanese, in an- 
cient or modern times, most looked up to 
by youthful persons. Seventeen hundred and 
ea votes were cast, with the following re- 
sults :-— 


Votes. 
Kusunoki Masashige....ccsessssssscsseaves E512 
Sugawara Michizane ...cccccccesceeeee seesee 15440 
Wake-noeKyomaro ...cccsceeees socvcevocees Ugh 52 
Napoleon the First... ..ccccscssecsorees euesin 1,116 
Colitis: capesecdsscavsenceantsxesstascessseng 13040 
Toyotomi Hideyoshi (the Zasko) ...... 968 
Washington ..ccccsccssccssssssscsessserecees 836 
Saigo Takamori .........cccsscsesssssereceees 791 
Tokugawa lyeyasu., Seeoseovespenooseaesseage 720 
Shaka POCO C COR DCR TCR rEReeseonenanegescgeeonesed 720 


gle 


THE KOREAN INSURGENTS. 
ete ea” ae ete 

According to the Wicht Nichs, the Korean 
insurgents, though quelled in the districts be- 
tween Soul and Fusan, still show much activity 
in the neighbourhood of Gensan, where over 
ten Japanese, fisherman and telegraph opera- 
tors, have been killed. The Zakao,a steel and 
iron cruiser of 1,778 tons, has been sent to 
Gensan, and the Chokas, recently undergoing 

repairs at Saseho, is to follow immediately. 








THE LOSS OF 7HE “ SPONDILUS.” 
—__— 

The steamer Holstein (Captain Bruhn), which 
arrived at Hongkong on March roth, reported 
the loss of the steamer Spondilus on Cape 
Varela. The Spondilus left Hongkong on the 
3rd March, along with the Mertfe, bound for 
Singapore. She had very little cargo on 
board, and what she had was from Japan. 
Captain Brulin sighted the distressed steamer 
on the 6th, and stood by till she was 
abandoned by the crew. She was in a very 
bad position and not likely to be got off. 
The Datly Press says:—The Spondilus was 
seen on the rocks on Friday evening (6th inst.). 
The Holstein was then about two ships’ lengths 
off and it could be painly seen that the vessel 
had been abandoned by the crew as the boats 
had gone, and the boat ropes were hanging over 
the side, indicating that the boats had been 
lowered. There was then no ensign on the 
vessel but two signals were flying, name- 
ly, ‘‘ Assistance necessary,” and ‘‘Can you 
tow me off?” It was in consequence of 
these signals that the captain of the Holstein 
went close up to the wreck, but when he saw that 
the crew had left and that it was impossible for 
him to tow the vessel off the rocks on account 
of the rough sea, he resumed his voyage, leav- 
ing the Spondilus in a very critical condition 
with her stern low in the water and her stem high 
out of the water. Before reaching Cape Varela 
the first officer while on watch saw a mattress 
and some blankets floating in the water, and 
later he saw several pieces of wood. He re- 
marked to the captain that there had evidently 
been a wreck, and a sharp look-out was con- 
sequently kept. It is satisfactory to learn, how- 
ever, that the crew of the Spund#lus have arrived 
at Singapore. The steamer Germania, which 
arrived from Saigon on the roth, saw them pick- 
ed up by the P & O. steamer Borneo, and tele- 
graphic advice of their arrival at Singapore has 
been received. 





MR. JEROME DYER. 
————~>—_-—__—_- 

We observe that Mr. Jerome Dyer, who visit- 
ed Japan some time ago, is now making a 
commercial trip to Siam. For the information 
of the Chuo Shimbun, which recently published 
a villainously libellous paragraph about Mr. 
Dyer, we re-produce the following portions of 
an interview between that gentleman and a 
representative of the Bangkok Zimes :— 


You must understand first of all, said Mr. Dyer, that 
my visit to Siam is part of a tour made with a double 
object. First, I have been requested by the Government 
to see what openings there are in the Far East for markets 
fer Australian products: and, second, I am ambitious 
enough to have taken up the idea of writing a book dealing 
with the same subject, for which I am now gathering 
materials. 

Oh! no; I am not a government official, in the ordinary 
sense of the term; I am a member of E. Jerome Dyer & 
Co., a Melbourne and Sydney firm of merchants, and the 
Government remembering that I had once made twu 
journeys through the East and Far East, one on behalf of 
our firm and representing the two leading daily newspapers 
and on one occasion the Government, and that I was com- 
ing again, asked me to represent them in any inquiries J 
might make. But perhaps you had better see my 
credentials, 

These, signed by the Premier of Victoria, Mr George 
Turner, and fully sealed, set forth that Mr. t»yer was mak- 
ing certain inquiries for the Government, with regard to 
agricultural matters and establishment of Victorian pro- 
duce, and that the Government of Victoria would be glad 
to reciprocate any assistance rendered him, whenever an 
opportunity occurred, 


We wonder whether the Chuo Shimbun ever 
saw the work compiled by Mr. Dyer at the re- 
quest of the Victorian Government? namely, 
“ Victoria and its Resources.” 
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KOREAN NEWS. CHINA NEWS. 

————_—___—— ——____»—____—_- 

March 19. 

Reports from the Kucheng district indicate 
thatthesevere measures adopted against the Vege- 
tarians in the sequal of the Whasang massacre 
have produced a marked effect upon the people. 
A strong disposition is shown to embrace Chiris- 
lianity, or, at any rate, to become affiliated with 
the Christian church, and the number of ap- 
plicants for admission to English-teaching 
schools has also increased greatly. lt seems that 
the average Chinaman begins to believe that the 
future is with the foreigner, a conviction materi- 
ally strengthened by Japan’s successes in the 
recent war. 

The Pekin Gasette of December roth con- 
tains an Imperial Decree embodying a report 
furnished by Tung Fu-hsiang, Commander-in- 
chief of the forces employed against the Moham- 
medan rebels in Kansu. It is not always safe 
to place implicit reliance in reports of their own 
doings compiled by Chinese Generals, but at 
present we have no means of verifying or con- 
tradicting Tung’s story. Its gist is that, in a 
compaign lasting twenty days, Tung’s army 
fought six sanguinary battles, and executed 
a series of brilliant manceuvres, ending in 
the relief of the provincial capital and the 
complete rout of the insurgents beleaguer- 
ing it. One feature of the operation was 
the capture of the rebel chief Ma Shih-jun 
and his decapitation before the walls of a 
stronghold from which he had sallied to repulse 
the Imperial troops. To General Tung belongs 
the credit of a new device for keeping his men 
quiet during a night march planned to surprise 
the enemy. He made every soldier hold a 
pebble in his mouth throughout the movement. 
How the thing was managed there are unfor- 
tunately no details, but presumably the braves’ 
consciences revolted against the mechanical 
crime of spitting out the pebble. The desperate 
fights, the valorous-storming of fortresses, the 
rapid tactics, the masterly strategy of this 
twenty days’ campaign constitute a curious 
marginal commentory to the war with Japan. 

Anti-foreign feeling is beginning to show 
itself again in Chéng-tu. Violently worded 
placards are posted on the walls of the city and 
petty acts of hostility against the Canadian mis- 
sion are once more recorded. 


The people of Shanghai are about to erect 
furnaces to burn the refuse of the Settlement— 
the first instance of the method’s employment 
in the Far East. Hitherto the garbage of the 
Shanghai settlement has been deposited on a 
piece of ground beside the Soochow Creek, to 
be carried thence by boats to a distance of at 
least three miles beyond the settlement. But the 
system has now proved inefficient to meet the 
growth of the foreign population. The creek 
itself as well as its banks are in an offensive con- 
dition. A fire destructor is therefore to be built 
in Hongkew at a cost of 52,000 Tls., and it is 
expected that the 52,367 cart-loads of refuse 
now annually collected can be burned at an 
average outlay of 8} tael cents per cart. 


on the Company’s loans, while a large sum had 
been written off for bad debts contracted prior 
to 1895. The business of the hotel was now 
conducted on a cash basis, the chit system hav- 
ing been abolished. Continuing, be remarked. 
—The actual credit balance, after these deduc- 
tions, is only $8,175.38, but when compared 
with $576.92, the sum shown at credit in the 
same half of 1894, and a very substantial debit 
balance in the corresponding six months of 1893, 
it is at least something to be thankful for. We 
have grounds for hope for the future, when we 
shall see our indebtedness diminished and be 
able to count on dividends. We have already 
crossed the morass of impecuniosity, and though 
we have not yet reached the solid rock of pro- 
sperity there is every reason to believe we are 
on the way thither. 


There is a likelihood of a Hongkong Football 
Association being formed, with the idea of 
obtaining a permanent trophy. H.M.S. Cen- 
turion’s record in the late Hongkong Football 
competition is as follows:—First Round.—A 
bye. Second Round.—2nd January v. 35th 
Company, S.D., R.A.,; drawn, 0-0. 4th Jan. 
(replayed tie).—v. 35th Company; won by 3 
goals to 2 after playing extra time. Third 
Round.—18th January, 7, C Company, R.B.; 
won, 1-0. Semi-Final.—6th February, v. Hong- 
kong F.C. ; drawn, 0-0, after playing extra time. 
17th Feb. (replayed tie), v. Hongkong F.C. ; 
won, 2-0. Final.—7th March v. Kowloon F.C. ; 
lost, 0-3. 

We do not know whether the officers of the 
Vladimir Monomach have so far shown any 
fondness for the Singapore forts, but, yesterday 
(says the Straits Times of the 27th Feb.) a few 
of their men were observed round the S. V. A. 
Drill Hall, intently watching the cheap defenders 
of our island against foreign invasion stampeding 
round a Maxim gun. We hope they saw the 
other Maxims also. 


The following is the Chairman’s speech at 
the fifth ordinary annual general meeting of the 
shareholders of the National Bank of China, 
held in Hongkong on March 7th :—Gentlemen, 
your Directors, in submitting to you the Ac- 
counts and Report for the past-half year, are 
happy to continue presenting to you satisfac- 
tory evidence of the Bank’s progress. The 
accounts have been in your hands some weeks, 
and you will-have seen that besides paying the 
same Dividend as before, #.¢., 2/6 per share, 
your Directors propose placing $20,000 to Re- 
serve, and carrying forward $4,218.84 to next 
account. Although the year 1895 could not be 
called by any means a good year for Banking 
profits, your Directors have every reason to be 
satisfied with the position of the Bank. On 
comparing the itemsin the accounts you will 
see steady progress has been made—Fixed 
Deposit, Current, and other accounts show an 
increase during the twelve months of $600,000, 
and Bills Receivable, Loans and Advances, 
an increase of over 1% million dollars, or a 
total of $6,437,000, of which Loans and 
Advances are only $986,500, thus showing 
that our funds are kept in a very liquid condi- 
tion. Furniture, stationery, and stamps show a 
small increase, principally owing to our having 
moved into new Offices in Yokohama where we 
had to build a Treasury, &c., for ourselves. Our 
Note Issue though limited and small, is evi- 
dently appreciated, as over 5%ths of our total 
issue is constantly in the hands of the public. 
Speculation in the Silver Market in London has 
had some effect in raising the price of Silver, and 
consequently of our Eastern Exchanges, but 
apart from these more or less spasmodic in- 
fluences, the increasing out-put of Gold in Africa 
and West Australia must be exercising a certain 
real effect in checking the appreciation of Gold 
which had been steadily going on for the last 
twenty years, and therefore we may confidently 
hope that we shall never again see the dollar at 
such a low level as it touched in the year 1894. 
As we only meet here yearly, your Directors do 
not think it necessary to continue the interme- 
diate half-yearly statement, but will in future 
issue one statement for the whole twelve 
months. With these remarks, gentlemen, I now 
beg to move that the Accounts and Report be 





































































;March 16. 

The latest correspondence from Sdul, pub- 
lished by the Metropolitan journals, contains 
no news of particular importance. 

The letters say that dissensions in the Cabinet 
grow more and more pronounced, the chief 
cause being the arrogant arbitrariness of the 
three Li. Tho Ministers of Finance and of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Industry; the 
Vice-Ministers of Justice and of Education, and 
even the new Chief of the Police Board are 
counted among the malcontents. It is believed 
that should affairs continue to run in their pre- 
sent groove, these politicians will sooner or Jater 
sever their connection with the Cabinet. The 
two dissatisfied Ministers do not attend Councils 
of State, but remain at home pleading indispo- 
sition. Since the assassination of the Queen, a 
worthy successor has appeared in the person of 
Jady Om-sang, who is said to enjoy great 
favour with the King. So long as the Queen 
lived, her jealousy obliged the lady Om-sang to 
remain aloof from the court, where she is now 
the influential person. It was she that man- 
aged the secret flight of the King from the 
Palace, and it is she that now directs his actions 
from behind the curtain. The weak-minded 
monarch is said to be just as subject to- her 
sway as he was to that of his late Consort. 

At what time the King will return to the 
Palace is still problematical. The latest rumour 
mentioned by the Soul correspondents is that 
His Majesty's removal from the Russian Lega- 
tion to the KyGng-un-kung, a detached palace 
close by, is likely to take place at no distant date. 

Local disturbances are as rampant as ever. It 
is said that the number of Japanese murdered, 
as reported to the Japanese Consulate at Sdul, 
amounts already to above 40. Korean officials 
have fared no better. Upto the time of dis- 
patching the correspondence from which we 
quote, namely, the 7th inst., 9 Provincial or 
District Governors had been assassinated and 
3 others had been obliged to fly for life from 
the places under their charge. Before’ the 
political changes incidental to the fall of the 
Kim Cabinet, the number of places that had 
been devastated by the insurgents was only 
five, in the districts of Ky6éng-kwi-do, Kydng- 
sang-do, Kang-w6n-do, and Chhéng-do. Since 
that event, rioters have appeared in no less 
-than 19 places located in 6 different districts, 
The insurgents no longer receive’ from the 
Cabinet the title of ‘‘ patriotic,” they are now 
spoken of in official despatches as ‘“ re- 
bels.” A few days ago, three ringleaders of a 
band of rioters appeared before the War Office 
to claim a reward for the “‘ patriotic ” movement 
they had undertaken. Instead of reward, they 
were forthwith arrested and thrown into prison. 
Some time previously, the assassins of the late 
Minister of Finance also audaciously came 
forward to claim a reward. They were treated 
in the same summary manner. It is stated, but 
evidently without any truth, that the new Go- 
vernment are paying a special daily allowance 
of 1 yen to each Russian marine in the Capital. 
Of these marines, there are said to be 
about 170 in Sdul, and the total number 
of Korean soldiers and constables in the 
capital is put at 700, who receive extra pay 
to the amount of 20 sen per diem. To further 
propitiate the foreign and native guardians of 
the peace, the Government, it is reported, pro- 
vide refreshments for them daily. The cor- 
respondents add, of course, that all this proves 
a serious drain to the Treasury, and that much 
difficulty is experienced in procuring funds. 
We note that the correspondents take the trouble 
tocontradict the absurd statements recently made 
by them as to the rent paid by the King for his 
rooms in the Russian Legation, They seem to 
imagine some one may have credited such silli- 
ness, and at the same time they gravely advance 
the equally ludicrous pretence that the Russian 
marines are paid by the King. 

The widow of the unhappy Premier has fol- 
lowed her murdered husband to the grave. 





























































NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
———___~»—_____—_ 

A plague of caterpillars has infested the trees in 
Kowloon. Four or five tons of these insects have 
already been collected. The fir trees at Kow- 
loon, particularly at the Watershed, have suffered 
severely. Strange to say, remarks the China 
Mail, the pest is only at Kowloon, none of the 
caterpillarshaving been seen on the Island as yet. 


The difficulty of improving the personnel of 
the Bangkok police force is said to be shown by 
the fact that of the Indians enrolled some time 
ago, several have resigned because some of their 
comrades have been severely dealt with for as- 
saults and larceny. 


At the ordinary half-yearly meeting of the 
Hongkong Hotel Company, Ltd., the Chair- 
man said the profit on the working account for 
the six months was $24,259.56 as compared 
with $5,714.06 for the like period of 1894, 
being an incsease of $18,545.50. A good deal 
of a profit had been swallowed up by interest 
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adopted and thata Dividend of 2/6 per share 
be paid.—The report and accounts were passed. 

A regretable accident occurred during the 
progress of a fire in Hongkong on March 8th. 
Two men were hauling a meat cart containing 
half a ton of pork from the Western Market, 
when coming down West Street the men lost con- 
trol of the cart, which dashed into Queen’s Road 
and struck a small boy who was witnessing the 
fire, killing him on the spot. The boy’s back 
was broken. 

H.M.S. Grafton arrived at Port Said from 
Hongkong on the 2nd February, and left on the 
following day for England. The Mercury left 
Port Said on the 4th February for Plymouth. 
The hired transport Zeucer arrived at South- 
ampton on the 6th February with 9 officers, 
272 men of all ranks, 14 women and 27 children. 
Captain M‘Carthy, R.E., was in command. 


Writing on the subject of Tonkin, the Paris 
Figaro says :—‘ Apropos of pirates, one of our 
own correspondents sends us curious details 
regarding the bandits who abducted the Lyaudet 
family and kept them in captivity until General 
Son, obedient to orders from Peking, obtained 
their deliverance. The abduction of 
officials and colonists, if M. Rousseau does 
not put Tonkin in good order, will become 
a commerical operation greatly advantage- 
ous for the Chinese banks in Hongkong.” 
The correspondent does not explain how the 
Hongkong banks are to benefit from the 
piratical raids in Tonkin. Does he wish to 
iii the impression in the easily-inflamed Pari- 

ian mind that Hongkong, a British Colony, in 
some occult manuer, is mixed up with the pirates 
of Tonkin and the residents, as a British Colony, 
profit by their depredations! The Courrier 
@’ Haiphong says that the English papers, those 
of Hongkong especially, are never tired of hold- 
ing forth on the ‘ piracy” in Tonkin. Whether 
there be more or less piratical incidents these 
journals always make out that we are in the midst 
of blood and fire. All such items are received 
as gospel truth, and then we hear the cry raised 
that the French are unable to colonise. ‘‘IJf 
we, English,” imply these journals, ‘ were 
in Tonkin the ‘Golden age’ would flourish 
in that colony, and the pirates would long ago 
have disappeared.” Afterall, says the Courrier, 
we ought not to take them too seriously; in 
Tonkin we shrug our shoulders at such ‘ fan- 
faronnades.” We are glad, says the China 
Mail, that the Courrter has awakened toa sense 
of the ridiculous. So far as our recollection 
goes of Hongkong comment on Tonkin piracy, 
the tendency of the English papers is merely to 
faithfully reproduce what is chronicled in French 
papers; no inference is made that Britain would 
govern Tokin better than the French, but if 
our French brethren wish to know British opi- 
nion it may be readily ascertained by a visit to 
Hongkong. There is no reason why weshould 
shelter behind inferences. We have no hesi- 
tation in saying that if the British were in Ton- 
kin—which they have no desire to be—they 
would give the French yet another lesson in 
“how to colonise.” 


Earl Spencer has been visiting all the docks 
at Hongkong and going thoroughly into the 
question of docking, and ship-building, and re- 
pairing facilities in the Colony. 


A Chinaman arrived at Samarang the other 
day from Singapore with twenty guilders in his 
possession which looked so new as to arouse 
suspicion of their spuriousness. Experts, called 
in by the police, found that eleven of the pieces 
were false, upon which they were marked as 
such and returned to the owner. The silver in 
this counterfeit coin was not only good, but 
even better in quality than that of the genuine 
article. The coiner failed only in counterfeiting 
the locks of hair on the King’s image. 

Refrerring to the high death rate at Singa- 
pore the Free Press of the 26th February says: 
—Although the weather has been hot and op- 
pressive for the past few days the death rate for 
’ last week is down to 55.07 per mill per annum. 
A fortnight ago it was as much as 61.78. There 
are no signs of any special reason for the rate 
being over normal, though possibly, where there 
1g 80 much overcrowding iu coolie barracks and 
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the ordinary class of Chinese houses, any high 
grade of temperature, if maintained, is pretty 
sure to tell its tale in the increase of the death 
rate. 














of bank notes in circulation and of specie in 
reserve in Hongkong, during the month ended 
29th February, as certified by the Managers of 
the respective Banks, are published :— 






The following returns of the average amount 


Banks. Average Specie in 








amount. reserve. 
Chartered Bank of India, 
Australia, and China 1,992,112 1,000,000 
Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation ,.. 6,172,288 2,500,000 
National Bank of China, 
Limited ..... sc cash waned tation 438,437 212,000 
Total 8,602,837 3,712,000 


Some gruesome tales are in circulation, says 
the Daily Press, with reference to the occa- 
sional disposal of the bodies of persons who 
have died of plague. The following appears to 
be authentic. Last Sunday week a box, care- 
fully matted, was put on board a steamer al 
Hongkong, the contents being declared as 
sharkfins. On arrival at Canton a female pas- 
senger claimed it and declared the contents lo 
be her dead son, a boy of thirteen or fourteen, 
a victim of the plague. The box was of course 
released at once and the Customs made no dif- 
ficulty about its removal without going through 
the form of examining the contents. On the 
previous Saturday the contents of a new com- 
phor-wood box taken on board another steamer 
by a passenger were found to be a dead man, 
another victim of the plague. In this case, it 
is said, the man was alive when put in the box. 
After the steamer lett the wharf the box was 
opened, but the man was then dead. On arzi- 
val at Canton an inquisitive and not easily 
satisfied Customs officer examined the box and 
found the contents to be a dead man as stated. 
In both these cases there is little doubt the box 
and case will be used again to pack clothes or 
goods in, and may form a deadly instrument in 
spreading the plague. 


THE ADVENTURES OF THE “ BSMERALDA.” 


The British schooner Lsmeralda arrived in 
Hongkong on the morning of March gth after 
a most sensational voyage, during which pro- 
visions ran short and the crew were literally 
starving. The Esmeralda, says the Daily Press, 
which we are quoting, trades between the Mari- 
anna Islands and Yokohama, and on this par- 
ticular voyage she was taking a cargo of copra 
to Yokohama for Messrs, Jardine, Matheson & 
Co. The last place of call was Pagan Island, 
which was left on December 27th, and the 
course was made direct for Yokohama. Light 
variable winds blew and very fair weather was 
experienced until January 6th, when the wind 
blew with tremendous force, and the small 
vessel was continually diving into the heavy 
confused sea. On that day Yokohama was 
within twenty-four hours’ sail, but as events 
proved the vessel was not destined to get there. 
The storm increased in fury, and about eleven 
o'clock in the morning a huge sea struck the 
craft, lurching her over and shaking the foretop- 
mast out. The mast was hurled about the boat 
with every roll, but the fore-stay and the jumper- 
stay prevented it from going overboard and the 
crew were in great danger of being struck, as it 
was impossible then to get the loose mast under 
control. To make matters worse the main top- 
mast snapped and in its fall smashed through 
the hatch, but happily the damage was not very 
serious, and then the main boom gave way and 
was carried afl, and in its career itsmashed the 
spokes of the steering wheel. After much excit- 
ing work the crew managed to get both the fore- 
mast and main mast overboard, as this was 
deemed the wisest course to adopt as the sides 
of the vessel were threatened every minute with 
destruction. The boat was now quite disinasted, 
the gale continued, and the sea was altogether 
too rough to admit of the rowing boat being 
lowered. It was also impossible that day to put 
up jury masts, and the vessel drifted before a 
westerly wind. On the following morning the 
weather calmed somewhat, and the crew manag- 


















ed to erect a jury foremast and a jury fore yard 
out of the wreckage, and to make a square sail, 
but even then the gale was too strong for them 
to make headway against it, and they were 
driven further out to sea. 
before the crew were enabled to rig a jory main- 
mast, and in the interval they had been travel- 


A week passed by 


ling further and further away from land. The 

make-shift masts and sails were practically use- 
less tothem as the wind continued to blow hard 
from the west and the vessel drifted before it in an 
easterly direction and it was impossible for the 
crew to have any other but very gloomy fore- 
bodings for their future fate. Altogether there 
were eleven in the crew, consisting of the cap- 
tain, Mr. J. T. Harrison, the first mate, Mr. 
D. H. Potter, the second mate, a cabin boy, six 
Japanese sailors, and one Chinese cook. When 
they left the Marianna Islands they had with 
them as provisions two piculs of rice, one bag 
of corn for some chickens, one bag of flour, and 
afew cans of meat. ‘I'his stock had dwindled 
down very considerably and yet they were still 
drifting further and further away from land and 
quite out of the track of vessels. On they went, 
with sure starvation staring them in the face, 
and with no prospect of meeting another vessel, 
and themselves in a helpless condition. The 
crew hoped against hope that aid would at last 
come to them, but it was that hope deferred that 
makes the heart sick. The crew were forced to 
live on short rations, and for many a long weary 
day they had to exist on about forty nuts for 
breakfast, a tablespoontul of tinned meat for 
dinner, and a few more nats fortea. The supply 
of tinned meat was soon exhausted and the crew 
had to eat the cargo. Copra is about the most 
sickly kind of food, for even a starving man. It 
consists simply of,cocoanuts cut up into chunks, 
and is valuable for the oil that is extracted from 
it. The copra that these poor fellows had 
to eat was evil smelling stuff, and age had 

turned it rotten; even a starving pig on board 

refused to put his snout to it some days before 

the crew were driven to it themselves. The 
sufferings of the crew were indeed heartrending. 
They were ina half famished condition, they 
suffered the agonising pain caused by an in- 
sufficiency of food, and death from hunger 
appeared certain. They had some fresh water 
on board, but of this they could only obtain a 
cupfull a day. 


It was not until the rst February that they 
got an east wind, and their hopes, which were 
then almost at vanishing point, became higher. 
The jury masts and sails at last proved useful, 
but there was an immense space between them 
and Hongkong, for which port they resolved to 
shape their course, as they had been drifting on 
an average fifty miles a day. The wind was a 
very fair one, and on the morning of the 6th 
February they saw land for the first time since 
the awful gale; but the larid was only an unin- 
habited island—Uraccas Island, and it was 
useless to make a call there. The vessel came 
straight on to Hongkong and it was with feel- 
ings of immense joy that the crew took on 
board a pilot, on Sunday morning, who had 
brought with him a quantity of rice and three 
or four fish, The food was ravenously devour- 
ed, but not in a large quantity; the crew had 
been so weakened by their sufferings that 
they found it impossible to eat without experienc- 
ing much pain, and one or two of them were so 
emaciated that the food made them sick. Alto- 
gether the Zsmeralda covered 3,365 miles, the 
furthest point they drifted to was about 2,000 
miles from Hongkong, and not a single vessel 
was sighted for sixty-two days. The voyage 
was certainly one of the most adventurous we 
have had to record in these parts, and it may 
be taken for granted that the crew are deeply 
thankful for their providential escape. ~ 








The names of Counts Kabayama and Kuroda 
and Viscounts Takashima and Enomoto are 
mentioned in connection with the appointment 
of Minister of Colonial Affairs. On the 17th 
inst, a telegram was dispatched by the Govern- 
ment to Viscount Takashima at Kobe, and the 
Viscount will shortly return to Tokyo in conse- 
quence. 


March ar, 1896.] 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
———_>—___—_—_- 


(Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
eense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


THE OPIUM QUESTION IN FORMOSA. 


To THe Epitor oF THE ‘‘ JAPAN MAIL,” 


S1r,—I have read your essay respecting the 
opium question in Formosa with great interest, 
and beg to express my cordial sympathy with your 
noble opinion. It has long been my wish to aid 
in any reasonable scheme that may be started to 
remove this enormous evil, which has undermined 
and almost destroyed the very life and strength 
of the people of Formosa and China. Acchdeacon 
Wolfe, an English gentleman, in 1888, wrote :— 

“The devil could not have invented a more per- 
nicions vice for the destruction of soul and body 
than this of Opium-smoking, and woe to the 
man who by word and deed gives any support or 
encouragement to the hell-born traffic! Men 
openly and without shame prostitute their wives 
in order to procure for themselves the means of 
indulging in Opium-smoking. Little children are 
sold as slaves and turned away from the embrace 
of their helpless mothers in order that their de- 
gtaded fathers may have money to buy opium. 
All this and munch more may be told of the 
effects of opium-smoking on the miserable 
people; yet professing Christians in England see 
no harm in it, and openly advocate the abomin- 
able traffic, which makes it possible and compara- 
tively easy for the people of Formosa and China 
to ruin themselves and theic wives and children 
for time and for eternity!” 

Ob! the pity of it! The opium vice is not only 
a crime, but a concentration of all crimes! And 
how is it possible to promote the civilisation and 
the happiness of the people of Formosa and China 
unless such soul and body destroying poison is 
completely exterminated! Buta considerable num- 
ber of men earnestly insisted that opium was a very 
valuable preventive or prophylactic for the mala- 
rial fever, and they had a firm belief in it and 
took it very extensively for the purpose of ward- 
ing off the attacks of this fever. Even the famous 
Viceroy of Tientsien, in the fourth interview with 
Marquis Ito, in the peace negotiations at Shimono- 
seki, said that Formous is very malarious, and 
most of the Formosans smoke opium in order to 
counteract the effect of malaria. 

Now, what are the facts about this use of opium 
for malarial fever ? 

To help people understand this question, I think 
it best to mention bere an extract of the speech 
delivered by Mr. Henry J. Wilson, M.P., at the 
annual meeting of the Society for the suppression 
of the Opium Trade, held at Westminster Town 
Hall, 31st May, 1895, Sic Joseph Pease, Bart., 
M.P., aschampionof the Antt-opium movement in 
the English patliament, presiding. He said :— 
** The facts are that, until comparatively lately, 
nobody had ever heard of its being used for this 
purpose. As far as I am able to form an opinion, 
it is a doctrine invented of late years. This doc- 
trine has been strongly pushed since it became 
necessary to produce some fresh argument to 
bolster up the opium traffic, There was this curious 
thing. Some of these very men who came and 
gave the strongest evidence on this subject in re- 
ference to its value did not use it themselves. 

‘They did not recommend it to their own 
patients. They say, “It is an excellent thing,” 
but when they are asked, “ Do you use it or 
recommend it?” They say, “No.” And ane 
other thing is very remarkable, that a great 
many other doctors, and a great many natives 
of India, and a great many missionaries, say 
that they never heard of its being used for 
such a purpose; that the people do not use it 
for this purpose; that in vast districts, and 
some of the most malarions districts of India, 
the thing has never been heard of until lately. I 
could give you case after case, but it really comes 
to this—that a great many of those doctors who 
recommend it never use it, and that other doctors 
deny altogether that it has this property, and say 
that it is scientifically weong and impossible that 
it could have this kind of property of warding off 
malarial fever. It is notin the nature of the stuff 
to doit. Quite a large number of witnesses agree 
in saying that the natives have no belief in it in 
that way. 

But there is other evidence as to its uselessness. 
Sic Joseph Pease has given some from the Govern- 
ment of Madras, showing that they were trying to 
wean people from the use of opium. But there 
is another. I do not know how many lists of 
questions the authorities in India issued to their 
subordinates and to other people in ceference te 
the Royal Commission and in reference to the 
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kind of evidence that they were to give, but we 
have in the report of the Royal Commission sent out 
to Iudia to enquire about the growth of the poppy 
and the sale of opium there, proof that at least 
three sets of questions were issued in three differ- 
ent provinces; and if this opium is so important 
for malaria for warding off this disagreeable and 
painful disease from the people, one would think 
that that would be a particularly prominent ques- 
tion which would be put, and upon which they 
would want evidence. In the three sets of ques- 
tions for one province there is a slight passing in- 
cidental reference ta malaria as to whether the drug 
it has any effect. In the other two provinces there 
is not the slightest allusion to malaria. Not the 
slightest allusion. And yet we are expected to 
believe that the people would hardly be able to 
exist if it were not for this opium. So they told 
us in reference to Assam. ‘The Commissioner of 
Excise in Assam came and gave us the strongest 
evidence that whole tracts would be ‘‘ depopulat- 
ed” by malaria if they could not get opium ; and 
the natives of Assam came and said, on the con- 
trary, that it was the opium that was killing the 
people, and they wished that they were cid of it; 
they were a great deal worse off with it than they 
were without it, There was this other very strike 
ing thing, which occurred over and over again. 
Witness after witness was brought forward by the 
Government, and came and gave all sorts of evi- 
dence in favour of opium; and when he had finished 
I put the question :— 

“Will you tell me this. Is it a good thing for 
a young man in health to take opium?” And 
with one accord they said, almost indiguantly— 

‘© No, why should he? If he has nothing the 
matter with him why should he take opium P ” 

Do you wot think that if he was exposed to 
attacks of malarial fever it would be a good thing 
to take as a preventive, whether he was in health 
or not? But there was scarcely one of them that 
believed anything of the kind. 


But the mast striking evidence, perhaps, is that, 
of Sir William Roberts, the Medical Commissioner. 
He labours through this malarial question, and 
through this use of opium, for two or three pages, 
and then at the end sums up the whole business 
practically by saying that the difficulty about it is 
this, that you cannot produce much effect with 
opium in cases of fever for this purpose, unless you 
give such doses that you are in very serious danger 
of killing your patients off hand. Well, when a 
prominent man like Sic William Roberts, trying 
to make out the best case he can, is obliged to come 
to that point, I think it does not amount to much, 

I want to give you one bit of advice (I cane 
not stop to give you half of all that is procurable) 
from these books in reference to a well-known and 
distinguished Indian medical man, Dai Tal Ma- 
dhub Mookergee Bahadur, L.M.S. He was the 
first Indian President of the Calcutta Medical 
School, and now he is a very prominent man in 
Calcutta, and a Presidency Magistrate. This gen- 
tleman is entirely free from any taint whatever of 
connection with the missionaries, because he is 
described as a ‘*Hindoo of Hindoos, and a 
Brahmin of Brahmins,” so thathe cannot be found 
fault with on missionary grounds. 

I put this question to him :— 

‘*We have had a great deal of discussion in this 
room as to whether opium is or is not a preventive 
or prophylactic asagainstfever: Will you tell us 
your view on that subject P” 

And this is his reply :— 

“It is to my mind a uew theory. Since the 
opium question has been discussed among the 
Indian public I have heard of such a theory being 
propounded, but it is not a theory that I knew otf 
while I was a student of medicine or as a practi- 
tioner in medicine for so many years.” 

Then I said :— 

** You mean it is anew theory to urge that opium 
is a prophylactic against fever P--That is my 
view.” ‘You were not taught in college ?—No. 
Can you tell us whether the medical works with 
which you are acquainted recommend opium for 
that purpose ?”’ 

And he mentioned one, the latest book then 
published, ‘‘ Hygiene and Diseases in Warm 
Climates,” in which he said that it was dismissed 
in two lines by saying :— 

‘ft is doubtful if the habit of opium eating 
tends to increase the liability to or the danger of 
the disease.” 

This latest book says that there is even a risk 
that it may increase the liability to the disease. 

** Some even hold it to be a prophylactic.” Then 
I put further questions to him :— 

* You have spoken of the use of opium as a pro- 
phylactic against malaria; can you tell us any- 
thing of its use as a remedy in cases of fever ?” 

He said :— 

** I do not think it is a remedy for fever.” 

“ Do you say that that is also a new dociine? 
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—I do not believe it; Ido not think it is a reme- 
dy in fever.” ‘ Do you think it is commonly used 
as aremedy in fever? And he said it was not. 
Then I put this question to him :— 

“ Probably you do not know whether these 
gentlemen ”’ (those who had been giving evidence 
before us) “in their lectures in the college in 
Calcutta, use opium as a prophylactic P” 

He said :—"' I have had consultation practice 
with nearly all of them, and-in my consultations 
with them, and from the information that we 
generally get by exchange of views in medical 
intercourse, I have never heard that they have 
prescribed opium asa medicine, or as a prophy- 
lactic for malaria.” 

I might give you a great deal more of that. I 
have them here, case after case; a dozen cases are 
here, and there are scores of them in the Reports 
of the Royal Commission. Here is another eminent 
man, Nil Ratan Sircar, M.A., M.D., Lecturer on 
Forensic Medicine in the Calcutta Medical School. 
He is a native of the district, and has relatives and 
friends in Eastern Bengal, He was asked :-— 

‘*What do you say in regard to any popular 
opinion as to opium being a protection against 
fever?” 

He says :—"'I do not think that the public have 
the idea that opium is a protection against fever.” 
“Do you think that it is?—No, Ido not. There 
is no evidence to prove the supposed propliylactic 
action of opium against fever.” ‘Is the use of 
onium specially useful in malarious districts P— 
I do not think it has ever been used as a useful 
medicine in malarious districts, either as a pro- 
phylactic against fever, or as aw anti-periodical in 
the course of the fever.” 

I might go on with case after case of these men, 
soine of them, you must bear in mind, who really 
were called pro-opium witnesses—that is to say, 
they had no particular objection—no conscientious 
objection, to the use of opium. They thought it 
might do good in some ways, but they distinctly 
disclaimed the idea that it was useful for this par- 
particular and special purpose. I must mention 
this one. There was a Surgeon-Colonel Cleg- 
horn; he is a great man—The Inspector-Gene- 
ral of Civil Hospitals in the Punjab—and I 
call him a distinctly pro-opium witness, and he 
had never used opium as a prophylactic, and 
never heard of it as prophylactic. He said that 
quinine was much better. A doctor from a native 
state, Dr. Jagemath, medical officer to His High- 
ness the Maharaja of Cashmere, who was educated 
in the Lahore Medical School, said :— 

‘*T have never seen that opium has anything to 
do with malarial fevers, oc anything of the sort; 
I never tried it.” 

There is the Assistant-Surgeon to this Excel- 
lency, the Viceroy, when he goes to Poona.* You 
would think that the Viceroy ought to have the 
best allention. He says that :— 

“‘It (opium) does not seem to be used as a 
prophylactic for any disease in the district of 
Poona,” 

And they go on making these statements, till 
I think that we may dismiss opium as a prophy- 
lactic against fever. 

Now, Mc. Chairman, Ihave taken some pains 
upon that, because this malarial fever theory 
is the sheet anchor of our opponents, ‘They say 
that it would be an act of gross cruelty to deprive 
the poor people of opium which is their “ only 
remedy.’ We do not want to deprive them of 
any remedy at all. What we want to deprive 
them of is the habitual use of adrug which does 
them a great deal of harm when they are well and 
have nothing the matter with them.” 

Much to the same effect, is the opinion of Dr. 
J. R. Wallace, M.D., who had 14 years’ experience 
in Calcutta, both in Government and private pra- 
ctice. He said :— 

“Thave never seen or heard of any physician 
in Calcutta or elsewhere who prescribes the use of 
opium for the prevention or cure of malarial fever. 
I have recently read of the good effects of opium 
in preventing and even curing malarial fever. I 
have given the theory a fair and honest trial 
during the past 10 or 12 months, and I am tho- 
roughly convinced that beyond relieving the bodily 
pains and aches of malarial fever, it in no way 
prevents or shortens its paroxysms. I firmly believe 
that the action of opium in malarial disorders, in 
which there is such a strong tendency to congestion 
of the liver, spleen, and kidneys, is not only dis- 
tinctly contra-indicated, but its administration in 
many cases would be undoubtedly harmful.” “I 
have frequently found serious complications fol- 
low the use of opium when given as a sedative, in 
cases where the liverhad undergone inflammatory 
or degenerative change from any cause. I base 
this opinion further upon the teaching and prac- 
tice of many able and experienced Indian physi- 
cians, such meu as Nocman Chever, David B. 
Smith, Coates, Harvey, and M’Connell, men 
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whose lectures and practice I have attended and 
seen; and from whom I never heard a word of 
commendation for the use of opium in malarial 
fever ; men who, as far as my recollection serves 
me, have always condemned the use of opium in 
congested conditions of the liver=-a condition 
which, sooner or later, complicates every case of 
malarial fever.” ; 

Now, it is plain that the malarial fever theory 
has no value at all. Formosa, now being a do- 
minion of Japan, is it not desirable that the fair 
island may soon become free from the curse of 
opium ? . 

According to recent statistics, we notice that an 
average of seventy-seven per cent. of all the im- 
ports for the last ten years has been opium. 
Would the most pronounced pro-opium agitator 
maintain that this sum could not and would not 
have been better spent and the people of that is- 
land have been immeasurably better off if opium 
had been interdicted from the first? No doubt 
it was opium even more than patriotism which 
caused the Formosans to dread the coming of the 
Japanese. But if we, all honour to Japan, do not 
completely exterminate this noxious opium, the 
glory of immortal victory that our army has 
achieved during the late war, will only be that we 
brought under our control a half dead people who 
are pleased with opium more than with patriotism. 
Truly we are incurring a terrible responsibility, 
and therefore we must fight this question for the 
honour of Japan, or rather in faith in God, and 
God will ultimately give us the victory. 

Believe me, dear Sir, yours very faithfully, 


KOZO NAGANO. 
Tokyo, March rrth, 1896. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “‘ JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sizr,—Permit me to add my humble testimony 
to the energetic presentation by Dr. Kozo Nagano 
of the reasons for commending your judgment 
that the right policy of the Japanese Government 
would be the absolute prohibition of the use of 
opium, otherwise than on the certified presc:iption 
of physicians in Formosa. It is encouraging to 
observe that a similar opinion has been expressed 
by so distinguished and influential a medical 
authority as Surgeon-General Baron Ishiguro. 

Malaria is a very frequent and serious cause of 
disease in many parts of the United States of 
America. In some localities in the Southern 
States malarial fever is often dangerous to life. 
During my service for many years as a practi- 
tioner of medicine and a teacher of medical stu- 
dents, and for ten years as Professor of Hygiene in 
the University of Pennsylvania, it was my duty 
to become acquainted with the experience of 
physicians in all parts of my country in regard to 
the prevention as well as the treatment of malarial 
fevers; and I never heard of the suggestion in 
America of the use of opium as a preventive of 
such fevers, or of any malarial disease. 

The report of the Opium Commission sent to 
India by the British Government is condemned 
by many of the best people in England, as making 
the most of manufactured ex parte evidence, under 
the direction of officials, many of whom were in- 
terested in maintaining the raising and selling of 
opium. Yet it contains many facts which tell 
strongly against the use of opium, and help to 
Prove its destructive effects upon a population 
where it is habitually taken. 

The apprehension of danger to life from aban- 
doning the opium habit is, I believe, greatly ex- 
aggerated. Probably not one in a thousand of 
those who are compelled to relinguish the habit 
will have more than a week or two of actual 
distress from the change, if their strength is sup- 
ported by proper uourishment. Such persons 
should, of course, be subjects of medical care. 
But to set such individual possibilities against the 
incalculable injury to the Japanese as well as 
Chinese inhabitants of Formosa, sure to result if 
the prohibition is even partially withdrawn, will 
be a disastrously mistaken policy. Better far will 
it be to cause the removal of every Chinaman, 
even at the expense of the Japanese Government, 
from Formosa, than to endanger the infliction 
upon the Empire of Japan what is well called the 
opium curse of China. 

Yours respectfully, 


HENRY HARTTHORNE. 
Tokyo, March 14th, 1896. 





JAPAN AND HER FIFTY PER CENT. 
INCREASE IN TAXES. 


To Tue Epiror of THe “ JAPAN Matt,” 
S1R,~=This sudden and great inctease in the 
taxes of Japan is calculated to startle the people 
and make them ask for the least burdensome way 
of raising revenue. I desire to contribute my 
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little in answering the question. The canons of 
taxation are very clear when one gets the right 
point of view. 

























sumption, exchange, or production. Taxes should 
not be shiftable. ; 
of common property like land, franchises, etc. 


are left idle. 


and turn latent into actual wealth, 
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If possible, taxes should not interfere with con- 
Taxes should be the income 


There are other canons, but this does not purport 
to be an exhaustive letter. Wherein does Japan 
fail to carry out correct rules of taxation? The 
most glaring failure is, in having vast tracts of 
land, capable of bringing in great revenues, which 
All of the National Domain (the 
Kwanchi) should be surveyed and laid out into 
suitable plots and leased to the highest bidders for 
a term of years. What effect would this have? 
First' it would throw unused resources into use 
This would 
be a great gain. It would be increasing the 
demand for labour, and would raise wages. The 
wages of a country are the only true standard of 
a country’s civilization, Blessed is the country 
where wages are high. It will be the envy of 
every other country! Japan should tax her city 
lands higher also, and if she would be very wise, the 
Business Tax, House Tax, Import and Export 
duties whould all be abolished. Private taxation 
is the curse of every country, because the Govern- 
ment—the people—do not propeily tax land, the 
landlords come in and levy most mercilessly on 
the tenant class. Who taxes the tenant farmer in 
Japan? The landlord taxes him thirty pec cent. 

f all he produces. 

he product of the tenant’s labour is divided, 

substantially, as follows:—He produces, say 100 
bags of tice; the landlord takes 30, the govern- 
ment takes 3, the tenant gets 67. It would 
be much better and much more just and honest 
(if these last qualities are cared for) to divide 
something like this:—Let the Governmentt take 
roJlet the landlord take 10, let the tenant take 80. 
A tax on the value of land isnot shiftable, and 
istead of interfering with production, it stimulates. 
Land could not be profitably held idle under the 
single tax. Landlords are wothing more or 
less than parasites on the body politic, and their 
existence ought to disgrace a country, just as a 
man is disgraced by the sch. ‘The itchis a para- 
site on the body ! 

The single tax is the only solution of the 
delemma that confronts Japan ! 

CHAS. E, GARST. 
16, Tsukiji, Tokyo, March rath. 


THE SALVATION ARMY IN JAPAN. 


To THE Epitor oF THE “‘ JAPAN Mat.” 
S1R,—It is not desirable for meto engage in a 
prolonged controversy with Mr. E, Wright on the 
subject of the relief recently afforded to Mr. and 
Mrs. Goslin, and after requesting you to insert 
the following statement, I shall hopeto withdraw 
enticely from the discussion. 

Mr. Wright’s second letter consists chiefly of 
direct contradictions of my previous assections. 
I can best meet these by repeating what I origine 
ally wrote, and appending the confirmation of Dr. 
Alexander, who accompanied me in my visit to 
Mr. Wright. 

The leader of the Salvation Army unquestion- 
ably admitted that the first allowance to Mr.Goslin, 
his wife and their two companions was two yen a 
week each for their living expenses, and that 
on Mr. Goslin’s protest against the insufficiency 
of the sum he offered to raise it to three yen a 
week. He also ddmitted that he was paying his 
own cook ten yen per month. 

As cegards the quarters allowed the Goslins and 
the Paynes, Mr. Wright was asked explicitly if 
it was true that they all slept in a six maz room. 
His answer was that “ this could not be helped ”’ 
He said nothing about a dividing partition, nor 
did he claim that the size of the room was eight 
mats instead of six. I am not aware that we 
should have been much impressed by the differ- 
ence in the dimension even if he had mentioned it. 

These are the only declarations referred to in 
iny earlier letter as having been acknowledged as 
correct by Mc. Wright. I leave it to your readers 
to decide whether they will accept the testimony 
of Dc. Alexander and myself regarding them, or 
that of the gentleman who seeks to invalidate our 
assertions. 


my associates and myself in extending aid to Mr. 
and Mrs. Goslin, had nothing to do with the cir- 
cumstance that they had been attached to any 
particular organization. 

They appealed to us simply as sufferers from 
great hardship, and we endeavoured to relieve 
their distress solely because we believed they were 
entitled to compassion. There was no intention 
to interfere with the Salvation Army or to enter 
upon a conflict with its local director. 








It is proper to remark that the action taken by |. 
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But for his determination to give notoriety to 


the affair and his personal declaration that he 
held me ‘ mainly responsible ”’ for the circulation 
of reports defamatory to himself, no word on the 
subject would have been published by te. 


The value of his complaint that, after he had 


proved the worthlessness of Mr. Goslin’s accusa- 
tions, 1 spent “ One whole week relating these 
things” in Yokohama and Tokyo, may be shown 


by a simple citation of dates. ; 
The first time that I ever met Mr. Goslin was 


on Friday, February 14th, when he called at my 


house. { then heard his story and advised hitn to 
consult Mr. Longford, the British Vice-Consnl, 
He came to me again the same evening with the 
information that the Vice-Consul was unable to — 
help him, and earnestly begged me to find some 
way of getting him and his wife back to England. 

f took no step whatever, until Monday the 171th 
when I laid the matter, before several friends, at 
whose suggestion Dr. Alexander and I called upon 
Mr. Weight, with the results heretofore described, 
and upon hearing our report these friends, seven 
in number, decided that the case was deserving 
of sympathy, and an effort should be made to 
comply with Mr. Goslin’s urgent entreaty. On 
Tuesday, the 18th, I went to Yokohama and col- 
lected a portion of the money needed, while three 
of the gentlemen associated with me were kindly 
securing contributions in Tokyo. The total amount 
required was provided in less than ten hours. So 
much for Mr. Weight’s allegation that I devoted 
one whole week to the task of discreditiug him 
befose the Yokohama and Tokyo communities. 
On Thursday, the 2oth, the Goslins took final 
leave of Tolcyo, six days after my first interview 
with Mr, Goslin. 

I beg to offer Dr. Alexander’s corroborative 
note, and consider myself exempt from further 
consideration of the matter. 

I am, Sir, yours faithfully, 

W. JNO. WHITE. 

6, Tsukiji, March 13th 1896. 

Dear Mr. White,—I have carefully read your communi- 
cation tothe ¥apan Mail of this date, and desire to say 
that re statements respecting the interview which you 
and I held with Mr. E, Wright, on Monday, February 
17th, ave correct in every particular. 

Yours truly, T. T. ALEXANDER. 


Tote Epitor oF THe “ JAPAN Mait.” 

Sir,—I must once more trouble your readers, 
with reference to the question, about which the Rev. 
W. J. White again writes, in your issue of the 16th. 

The points which Dr. Alexander is asked to 
corroborate prove nothing, as I will show. 

s.—ve-Allowances to Mr. and Mrs. Goslin. 

I have never denied, that the sum of * slightly 
over 2 Yen”? a week per head was the amount 
which was at first allowed to the Goslins. (2 Yen 
aweck was the sum that the other households, 
had found by experiment they could mauage 
upon.) This fact, however, ought not to be men- 
tioned, without at the same time, stating : 

a. That we provided these officers with all the 
clothing they needed in these weeks, including 
complete new sets of Japanese clothing. 64. That 
we paid theic house-rent, 

c. That they received, in addition, some special 
grants of money. 

2.—ve-My “ personal expenditure.” 

To imply, by an ambiguous sentence in one 
letter, that certain declarations, in reference to my 
personal expenditure were admltted, and later to 
state that only oe item of that expenditure was 
referred to, is not a fair mode of argument, and 
occasions an unnecessary amount of explanation, 

What I emphatically denied, and still deny, 
under this heading, is the general charge that I 
was living on “* European-lines ” while compelling 
my officers to live in Japanese style. 

1.—I showed Mr. White, in Dr. Alexander’s 
presence, that I was actually spending less on 
housekeeping than Mr. and Mrs. Goslin. This 
point Mr. White suppresses. ; 

2.—I live in a Japanese house at 8 yen a month, 

5.—We sleep on the floor, and otherwise con- 
duct our household, as far as possible, on Japa- 
nese lines. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. White have visited my 

home, and have observed the arrangements of my 
household, yet he publishes Mr. Goslin’s states 
ment that Lam “living on European lines.” 
In this connection, and, seeing that Mr. White 
lays so much stress upon the point that I havea 
cook, and pay him 10 yes a month, I must point 
oul :— 

a. This cook is a married man and maintains 
a separate household; his salary therefore is only 
a reasonable sum. 

6. I have found it necessary lo engage them, 
seeing that Mrs. Wright has been practically an 
invalid ever since she landed, and I have three 
growing children to be cared for. 
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¢. F think Mr. White would very strongly ree 
sent it, if I should be so ungentlemanly as to make 
enquiries of him with regard to his private finan- 
cial matters, as he did of me in my office. 
 etetiad alleged ‘‘ six mat” room. 
have stated that I was not in a position to reply 
definitely about this at the time of the interview, 


I think it stands to reason, that I, as a foreigner, 


should not remember the exact size is mats of 
two rooms, in a house occupied by us, on landing 


6 mouths before, and which I had never had oc- 


casion to measure. Enquiries made by a third 
person, before penning my last letter, elicited the 
fact, that the area of the room was 8 mats. 


I only mentioned this in order to show the 
general unreliability of the alleged facts upon 
which Mr. White had founded his judgment of 
the case. 

The whole venom of this matter, however, lies 
in the charge, that, by my arrangement, some 
impropriety was made necessary. This I did not 
admit. If either Mr. White or Dr. Alexander 
understood me to the contrary, they were entirely 
mistaken. 

A simple :eference to some of my officers im- 


mediatelyconfirmed, what indeed I never doubted, | 


viz., that the apartments were divided by the 
ordinary partitions. 

What I acknowledged “could not be helped ” 
was that these officers slept for a few nights in such 
small apartments. Though I am wot sure that 
everyone would consider 8 mats for two couples 
and a little boy, such very close quarters. We 
arrived in Tokyo on the oth September and by 
the 21st, all inconvenience in this direction ceased 
by our being able to secure two other houses. The 
period was thus 12 days, Mr. Goslin’s statement 
says ‘four months or more.” 

My officers inform me that no one at the time 
laughed more heartily about the above temporary 
inconveniences than did Mr. and Mrs. Goslin 
themselves. 

The house was, by the way, one of 7 rooms, so 
that if my complaint had been made to me, an- 
other arrangement could easily have been come to. 
No complaint was ever made to me on the matter 
—except by Mr. White. 

Brigadier Powell was present at the interview 
with Mr. White and Dr. Alexander, and knows 
that the above is the correct explanation of all 
that passed. 

I must now add with regard to Mr. Goslin’s 
statement published by Mr. White :— 


a, It was not written, till the evening, of the 
day Mr. Goslin resigned; and then only because 
it was requested, doubtless in o:der to facilitate 
the raising of the money. It is important to 
notice, that this statement was written after and 
not before Mr. White’s interviews with us. 

b. It contained several important charges 
which had not been mentioned in my interview 
with Mr. White. Nevertheless, it was used and 
published without being submitted to me, to know 
if those charges were true, 


¢c. It will be observed, that nearly all the alleged 
“hardships” belong to September last. In Feb- 
vuary of this year (5 months after) when Mr, 
White interfered, Mr. and Mrs. Goslin had been 
then for some months living in a house of their 
own choice; had a sesvant, were receiving rather 
move than the amount. they had stated to us in 
writing that they could keep their house upon, and 
we were arranging to transfer them to a couutry re- 
quiring less self sacrifice than they would have had 
to face here. Mr. White had read in my office the 
written statement of the money they would require. 

d. In the light of the facts I have given, this 
document is proved to be worthless; it entirely 
fails to make out a case of “ distress ” and ‘‘ hard- 
ship” orto give any valid reason why Mr. and 
Mrs. Goslin’s passages to England should have 
been raised by a“ Relief Fund.” With regard to 
my statement, re—the time devoted by Mr. White 
to this matter, the facts are :—a. on the 14th Feb- 
ruary Mec. Goslin approached Mr. White for the 
first time. 56. The next morning Mr. Goslin sent 
me a note, saying that he “ declined to proceed to 
Australia,” but that “through the generosity of a 
few Christian friends ‘ he would be " going short- 
ly to London.” c¢. on the atst they left the country, 

Mr. White was thus already from the first inter. 
view (on the 14th) committed to helping these 
people and was busy more or less with their affairs 
until the arst. ‘ 

The length of time it took Mr. While to actually 
collect the money is not my point. What I stated, 
was simply a repetition of what he himself said to 
me, incidentally, on the morning of the 3rd March, 
when he called to see me on other business viz.; 
that this matter had “taken a whole week” of 
his “time.” Brigadier Powell was present and 
also heard this remark. I do not think Mr, White 
would: urge that outside that “10 hours” on Tues- 















he would go. The Proposal was rejected, as in- 
dignantly as the kind nature of the offer would 


of our party, as far as possible. 









THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


day the 18th he spent no time in bringing this 


case before the attention of his friends. 

I am sorry to say that I cannot accept the state- 
ment, at least in so far as it concerns Mr. White, 
that the “extending aid to Mc. and Mrs. Goslin, 
had nothing to do with the circumstance that 
they had been attached to any particular organi- 
zation.” On the contrary, I have been forced, by 
Mr. White’s attitude throughout and by some of 
his recent actions, to conclude that what he 
has done in this case, has been very largely go- 
veined by a feeling of hostility toward the organi- 
zation I represent. 

a. He accepted the statements made to him on 
the 14th, and without taking the trouble to seek an 
explanation from us, committed himself, straight 
off, to the judgment that we were in the wrong. 

5. He offered Mr. Goslin advice and aid in pure 
suing a course contrary to our wishes, while he 
was still a member of our organization. Such a 
course of action, if pursued, with regard toa paid 
agent of any of the other Christian bodies in this 
country would meet with their unanimous disap- 
proval, as on the same grounds the present case 
must do. 

c. Late on the evening of the 17th February, 
Mr. Brand visited our Shintomicho house, on be- 


‘half of Mr. White and his friend, to inform Mr. 


aud Mrs. Goslin of the decision that had been 
arrived at. While there this gentleman made, 
wholly unasked, an offer to another of our officers, 
to pay his travelling expenses back to England, if 


allow. No other conclusion can be formed from 
this than that it was desired to reduce the number 


d. Mr. White a few weeks ago made use of 
words, to another of our officers, to the effect that 
the Salvation Army would not get much more 
financial help in Yokohama after the publication 
of his fetter, This remark was made in a way 
that left this officer no room to doubt this. gentler 
man’s real feelings toward us. 

If Mr. White objects to our policy, or does not 
approve of our style of living, he is entitled to his 
own view on such matters, and we shal! not dis. 
pute with him about them. It is hard, however, if 
in a Heathen country he cannot manifest toward 
us a little of the spirit of Christ, and allow us to go 
our own way. unmolested. 

I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully, 


E. WRIGHT, 
Leader of the S.A. in Japan. 





COLONEL COCKERILL AND FOREIGN 
MISSIONS IN JAPAN. 


To THe Evitor oF THE “JAPAN Matt,” 
S1r,—I have no desire, nor, I think, there is 
any desirability, of replying to Colonel Cockerill’s 
rejoinder to my letter. Indeed, I would be fore 


ever ashamed of myself if I answered a produc- 


tion worthy the pen of the most unpolished of 
Texas Cowboys, All I wish of your intelligent 
readers is that they would kindly put the two 
letters—Colonel Cockerill’s and mine—side by 
side, then dismiss the disputant of “loud noise 
and bad smell” with contempt. 


I am, yours most obedient obedent Servant, 
ISAAC DOOMAN. 
New York City, Jan. 31st, 1896. 





“THE TRIUMPHS OF SCEPTICISM.” 


To THe Epitor oF THE !‘ JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,“ When scepticism triumphs in any 
heart, the hope of immortality is banished. It 
crowns the tyrant Death forever on his throne, and 
seals tha conquests of the grave over the whole 
human race. 
ness, and suffers not one particle of the remains 
of the great, the wise, and the good of all ages, 
to see the light of eternity; but consigns, by an 
irreversible doom, all that was admired, loved, 
and revered in man, to perpetual annihilation, It 
identifies human existence with the vilest reptile, 
and levels man to the grade of the meanest weed, 
whose utility is yet undiscovered. Man’s origin 
and his destiny are to its ken alike fortuitous, 
unimportant, and uninteresting. Having robbed 
him of everything which could make him dear to 
himself and proud of his existence, it murders all 
his hopes of future being and future bliss. It 
cuts the cable and casts away the golden an- 
chor; it sets man adrift on the mighty, unfathom- 
able, and unexplored ocean of uncertainty, to be- 
come the sport of the wind and waves of animal 
passion and appetite; until, at last, in some tre: 
mendous gust, he sinks to everlasting ruin. Say, 
then, proud reasoner, of what utility is your philo- 
sophy? What your boast P 
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It wraps the tomb in eternal dark- 
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“You boast that you have made man ignorant 
of his origin and a stranger to himself. You 
boast that you have deprived him of any real su- 
periority over the bee, the bat, or the beaver ; that 
you have divested him of the highest inducements 
to a virtuous life, by taking away the knowledge 
of God and the hope of heaven. You boast that 
you have made Death triumphant, not only over 
the body, but the intellectual dignity of man; and 
that you have buried his soul and body in the 

rave of an eternal sleep, never to.see the light of 
ife again! ©O scepticism! is this thy philo- 
sopliy—is this thy boasted victory over the Bible? 
And for this extinguishment—of light and life 
eternal—what dost thou teach and what bestow ? 
Thou teachest us to live according to our appe- 
tiles and lusts, promisest us that in thy millennium 
maw shall live in a Paradise of colonies, almost 


as industrious, as independent, and as social as 


bees. Well then dost thou preach with zeal, and 


exert thy energies, for thy heaven is worthy of 
thy efforts, and the manner of thy life is just 
adapted to the high hopes of eternal annihilation.” 


May I not ask those who are inclined to dis- 


believe the Bible to calmly consider the force of 
the above selection ? 
thing is gained; if false every thing is lost ! 


If the Bible be true every 


W. M. McCALEB, 
Tokyo, March 14th. 


LLL a eee 
ee 


MESSRS. BRETT AND COMPANY. 
LIMITED, 


———_>--_——__— 
The seventh semi-annual general meeting of 


shareholders in Messrs. Brett and Company, 
Limited, was held in Kiel’s Building at's o’clock 
on Saturday afternoon, 
John Hamilton Boag, in the Chair, Messrs. E. H. 
Sharp, G. Blundell, H. MacArthur, A. T. Watson, 
G. Charlesworth, and L. Stornebrink, with C. Best, 
Secretary. 


There was present, Mr. 


Minutes of the last general and extraordinary 


general meetings having been read, the Chairman 


moved the adoption of the report. He supposed 


that the meeting would take it as read. 


Mr. WaTson—I regret that I cannot accept that. 
The Cuainman—Excuse me, there is no motion 


before the meeting at present. 


Mr. Watson—I beg your pardon, I thought 
you asked that the report should be accepted. 

The CuHaiRMAN said he only suggested that the 
report be taken as read. In moving the adoption 
of the report he would like to omit the words :— 
“In acco: dance with the resolution passed at the 
last half-yearly meeting, the late manager was dise 
missed; and that the paragraph read:—Mr, F. 
W. Thomas has been appointed manager, and has 
given, under very ardous circumstances, every 
satisfaction.”’ He now moved that the adoption 
of the report with that alteration. He regretted 
the ecror that had been made.—(Hear,hear.) In 
moving the adoption of the report, he would state 
that shortly after taking office, on the advice of 
the Advisory Committee, he called in Mr. Brower, 
Manager of the drug department of the China 
and Japan Trading Company, and asked him to 
make a valuation of their stock. Mr. Brower did 
so, and gave a rough estimate placing the stock at 
about $18,000. This they had taken as the esti- 
mated value of the stock, It reduced the value as 
the stock stood in theic books on the 30th June by 
the sum of $6,400. Shareholders had doubtless 
noticed that the overdraft on the National Bank 
of China had been reduced from $11,471 to 
$7,681. They had found that the Company could 
not get on without an Assistant, and for the time 
it would take to send for one from England 
he requested the National Bank of China to 
send to Messrs. Watson and Co., of Hongkong, to 
ask them if they could temporarily furnish their 
company with an assistant. A telegram in those 
terms was dispatched to Hongkong and ultimate- 
ly a gentleman, Mr. Nobbs, arrived in Yoko- 
hama, but on his arrival they found that he had 
come for a totally different purpose from that 
of serving as an assistant. Their Company 
therefore declined to accept his services, and the 
Bank called on them to make reparation to Mr. 
Nobbs, expenses, etc. This they declined to do. 
Then the Bank called in its overdraft, which was 
liquidated by debentures being raised in the early 
pact of January. They therefore had no over- 
draft now. ' 

Mr. Sarr asked how many debentures had 
been sold ? 

The CHatnman—About $13,000, subsequent to 
the 31st December. It was impossible to give a 
statement of affairs without having stock taken, 
and with only one man such a proceeding would 
be very difficult. We are only able to estimate 
stock at the end of the year. 

Mr. Watson said it was impossible, and also 
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useless, to take stock twice a year. Once a year 
was sufficient, and the result should be reported at 
the annual meeting. 


The CHAIRMAN said the other items were simply 
taken from the ledgers. It would be seen that 
under profit and loss account, the balance at debit 
has been reduced to $4,341:65. He would like to 
state that the Advisory Committee had worked 
very bard in the shareholders’ interests and its as- 
sistance had been very valuable. ; 

Mr. MacARTHUR observed that no suggestion 
was. made in the report regarding working ex- 
penses. 

The CHAIRMAN said that all expenses had been 
lumped together. ; 

Mr. MacArTHur urged that nothing was 
shown for expenses. : 

The CHAIRMAN—Not for this half-year. We 
Gid not put it in. 

Mr. MacArTHuR asked why not. 

‘The CHAIRMAN said that they could not show 
a profit and loss account without taking stock and 
showing details. 


Mr. MacArTaur asked how the expenses and 
_ working account had come out during the past 
half-year. 

The CHAIRMAN said he thought it showed on 
the whole very favourably. 

Mr. MacARTHuR observed that something must 
show favourably because stock had been reduced 
considerably and the debt had not been reduced 
materially. ‘Ihe stock had been reduced by $6,000, 


The CHAIRMAN thought that if the reports were 
compared it would be seen that the debt had been 
reduced materially. 

Mr. MacArruur then compared the reports, 
and remarked that the Chairman was right. 

Mr. SHARP seconded the adoption of the report 
and accounts. ‘The debt to the Bank was cleared 
off. Jt appeared on December 31st as $7,000. 
How much of that had been raised by debentures? 

The CHAIRMAN—The whole. Upto the time the 
Bank closed our account the whole of our receipts 
went into the Bank. 

Mr. SHARP—Since that time something like two 
months and a half— 

The CHalRMAN=But that is outside this te- 
port: the business before this meeting takes us up 
to the 31st December. 

Mr. SHaRP—Then any question as to probable 
profits om gross receipts since that report must not 
be put at this meeting ? 

The CHAIRMAN replied in the negative. 

Mr. Saare thought that any question would 
be relevant up to that time. 

‘The CoarnrmMan—No. 


Mr. MacArTuurR said there was nothing in the 
repoit showing receipts up to the end of the year. 

Mr. Smarp observed that he wanted to get at 
what the gross receipts had been for the last six 
months. 

Mr. Bast teplied that the sales amounted to be- 
tween $13,000 and $14,500 for the last six months 
of the year; that is the gross sales. 

Mr. Suarr wanted something definite, then they 
could form an estimate in their own minds as to 
what the probable profits were. 

Mr. Bgst said he would ascertain the gross re- 
ceipts. 


The CaHatRMaN remarked that there had been 
some considerable expenses, while the Bank had 
put them to a great deal of expense. 

Mr. MacArtuur ask if the had Bank closed so 
far as they were concerned, 

The CuarrMan—That is a question. 
deaft is paid. 

Mr. MacArruur asked if the Bank was har- 
rassing them any further. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said that as the re- 
porters were present he thought it would not be 
advisable to discuss this question. 

Mr. Best remarked that the gross receipts for 
the past six months of the year amounted to 
$12,700. 

Mc. SHARP—Rouglhily speaking, that is $2,000 
a month, May I ask whether you believe the 
gross receipts for the three months that have 
nearly expired are about the same? 

Mr. Bast said the receipts were somewhat less, 
because in the summer months business was a 
little brisker. 

Mr. SHARP put a question as to the price at 
which drugs were taken into stock. Were they 
taken at cost price, or at tlre list price of some 
other firm, or at the cost at which they could be 
replaced P 

The CuatRMAN thought the values were taken 
at purchase price and charges - the laid down cost. 
He thought that in future it would be better for 
them totake it at a fair value at date of stock- 
taking, 

Mr. MacArtuur did wot agree with that; 
Profit and Loss account would adjust it, 


The over- 


which had been in hand for several years. 
$18,000. 

will have to be verified. 
to take stock again that shareholders will be satis- 
fied with the way in which itis done. The stock 
will be put at a fair valuation, 

had been over-valued. 


erred he had erred on the right side. 


counts were then adopted. 


ending the 31st of December, 






anyone had them. 
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The CHatrMaw said that they had old stock 
Mr. MacArtTHUR=You have got it down to 


The CuHaiRman—But that is estimated, and 
I think when we come 


Mr. MACARTHUR did not think that the stock 
The CHAIRMAN thought that if Mr. Brower had 


Without further discussion the report and ac- 


REPORT. 
The statement of Assets and Liabilities for the half-year 
1895, accompanies this Report. 
Business for the past six months has been fairly satis- 


factory. 


In accordance with the resolution passed at the last half- 


yearly meeting, the late manager was dismissed and Mr. 
«. W. Thomas has been app«inted in his stead, who has 
given, under very arduous circumstances, every satisfaction. 


An assistant has been engaged in London and is expect- 


ed to arrive shortly. 


The tvational Bank of China called in their overdraft, 


and I am pleased to say, although this does not appear in 
the statement, Debentures were taken up and the over- 
draft paid off. 


Jon. H. Boa, Managing Director. 
March 6th, 1896. 


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS—3IST DECEMBER, 1895. 
LIABILITIES. 


Capital— ‘ 
3,800 Shares (fully paid up) $10 p. &. . $ 28,000 
Less in hands of Company ... oe g,000 


. 9 . 
a $33,000.00 


National Bank of China, Limited— 


Overdraft in current account... 7,682.28 


Debentures— 


8 Debentures at $100 .., 


$36,481.33 
Assets. neeewarnn ee 


Stock— 
Value of Stock (estimated) ... $28,000.00 
Aerated Water Stock ... 0. 1,196.36 


Goodwill 


Value of Goodwill as per Prospectus of the 


Company, goth June, 1893 ... 41$00.00 


Plant, Furniture, and Fixtures— 


Value per Inventory of Aerated Water 
Plant and Fixtures ... sai ve see $35343-59 
Store and Godown Burniture and Fixtures §,895-96 eer 


425-39 


Cash— 


Cash in hand eee one ear ooo ove 


Sundry Debtora— 





Sales Ledger _ sas 9,527.07 
Aerated Water Ledger... wae $47.41 
Kelly and Walsh, Hongkong 4.00 
Profit and Loss— 
Balance at Debit 4184165 
$36,483.93 


Mr. Saarp then said that although they had 
not much data to go upon, it would be graceful 
and just to express their obligation tothe Manag- 
ing Director and Advisory Committee for their 
efforts in bringing the Company round. He pro- 
posed a vote of thanks to them. 

Mr. STORNEBRINK seconded, and the motion 
was carried. 

The CHarrMAN briefly expressed his thanks for 
the compliment that had been paid. 

Mr. SHaRP—You know what our gratitude is— 
a sense of favours to come. 

The CuairMan said that he would like to 
put the Company on a better footing if possible ; 
and he thought the shareholders would agree that 
the puodwill stood too high, as well as the value of 
store and godown furniture and fixtures, and the 
aérated water plant and fixtures. He would 
sugyest that they should strike off $1,500 from 
the goodwill, leaving the goodwill at $3,000; 
$895.96 off the store and godown furniture and 
fixtures; and $243.59 off the aérated water-plant 
and fixtures. 

Mr. MacArRTHUR was in favour of the gradual 
absorption of the goodwill. 

The CHAIRMAN said that if the reductions he 
suggested were made they would reduce the value 
of the estimated assets, but they must get bottom. 

Mr. MacArTHur then moved that the value of 
the goodwill ($4,500) be reduced by $1,500; the 
store and godown furniture and fittings ($3,895.96) 
by $895.96; and the aé:ated water plant and fix- 
tures ($1,243.59) by $243.59. 

Mr. SHARP, im seconding the motion, said that 
hitherto the shareholders had beew buoyed up by 
unfounded hopes: and if they eventually found 
that they had placed the valuation too low, so 
much the bette. What they wanted was not for 
the company to appear good, but for it to be good. 
He would be glad to take debentures at pac if 


The motion was duly carried and the meeting 
dispersed. 
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held at the Parish Building, 
on Wednesday, ; 
sident, Sir Ernest M. Satow, occupied the chair. 
After the minutes had been read and approved 
and various business announcements had been 
made, the President called upon the Secretary, 
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THE ASIATIC SOCIETY OF FAPAN. 


———————-—>———_ 
A general meeting of the ey Sook 


March 11th, at g4p.m. The Pre- 


Mr. 
to read his lecture upon Some Old 
Economic Theories in the light of 
Modern Theories. 

Mr. Droppers then read his lecture as follows :— 

Mr. PRESIDENT aud GENTLEMEN, — Every 
society, in proportion as it is civilized, is based 
upon some theory of human relations. The theo- 
retical foundations are seldom understood by 
the ordinary observer and may be even invisible 
to any member of the society; yet they exist, and 
when the scientific interest is awakened they will 
be acknowledged. Physical environment indeed 
plays a not unimportant part in the development 
of society. Even accident and caprice have a 
certain influence.on the destinies of nations as well 
as of individuals. But these are minor influences. 
What gives any society its properly: distinctive }y 
character, what really changes the organization 
otf society from time to time and affects the well! 
being of its members, is the social theory that 
consciously or unconsciously affects the members 
of society. Rightly studied, the history of the na- 
tions of Europe and Ametica is a continuous meg 
folding of various political and religious theories. 
Nearly every revolution during the last 1,000 
years in Occidental nations was preceded by 
a well defined conflict of ideas, and the successful 
partly invariably attempted to order society ate 
its own theoretical conception of what a right society 
should be. 

Nothing could be more interesting than the 
study of the social-economic theories of old Japan, 
especially during the Tokugawa period, and the 
structure of its society in the light of those theories. 
But in order to carty out such an investigation 
thoroughly a very great amount of research is 
necessary. Care must be taken that representa- 
tive writers only should be selected, as it often 
happens that acute thinkers are entitely out of 
harmony with their times and exercise little or no 
influence upon their contemporaries or successots. 
Of tepresentative wrilers certain parts of their 
speculations are often useless for the same reason. 
The difficulties in the way of such an investigation 
have led me to postpone my inquiries into the 
social and political theories of ancient Japanese 
writers and to consider only speculations of the 
strictly economic.heoyists. It must be borne mind, 
however, that no economic speculation, uo matter 
how narrow conceived, can be entirely dissociated 
from social and political elements. The economic 
life of a nation is only a phase of its total life, and 
for this reason all investigation touching the 
wealth of a country must more or less bear upon 
the other forms of activity in society.’ Any severe 
separation therefore between the economic and 
the other social sciences must be held to be radi- 
cally vicious and lead to barren results. 

The ancient order of society in Japan is now 
pretty well understood. Outside of the noble 
ruling class, the people were divided into foys 
main orders, of whom the highest was the samu- 
rai, the next farmers, the third artizans, and the 
lowest the merchant class. ‘This order dates pro- 
bably from theearliest beginning of Japanese civili-,_ 
zation, Itis in fact a necessary outcome of a fey- 
dal aristocracy, exclusive and living for the most 
part onthe land, Eachclas» wasor ganized through- = 
out quite rigidly into a caste. Tt was not permit. \ 
ted for anyone either to raise or degrade himself 
to another caste, and in general the son continued 
the occupation of his father, though this rule onal 
not without its exceptions. While this system of 
society existed in a way from the earliest Limes, it 
was greatly perfected and organized by the early ~ 
Tokugawa rulers; and aceeratagty we find it at 
no time so perfectly developed as in the most ~ 
historical period of Japan. Whether this system 
of society ever caused hostile feelings or roused 
criticism, we do not know. Certainly such feel- 
ings and criticisms were never likely to see the , 
light, as the Tokugawa Government took care ~ 
that only those who favoured their particular form ~ 
of government should get the ear of the public.~ 
But probably this o:der of society seemed perfect- 
ly natural and right to everyone, with perhaps a 
very rare exception at long intervals of lime. 
Even in western countries soci ical ceticiam t 
has always been much scarcer than political cri- 
ticism, and in Japan the former seldom arose be- 
cause of the absolute want of intellectual contact 
with the outside world. For instance Dazai Shune- 
dai,—an economist who was born in 1680 and died 
in 1747,—makes a very strong argument against 
the principles of free industry. ‘he caste system, 
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ecentucy with very slight exceptions. 
{serve to moderate our pride in Occidental econo- 
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he declares, is necessary to the safety of the state. 
* Agriculture,” he says, “is the foundation of all 
other productivity, All classes are fed by the 
farmer. When artisans and merchants increase, 
they merely stimulate the luxury of the people 
because they produce useless commodities. As the 
labour of the farmer, however, is essentially dis- 
agreeable, farmers are generally anxious to get 
out of their kind of work. This must be strictly 
- forbidden by law, else the production of the neces- 
sities of life will fall below the amount required.” 

At the present day such opinions strike most 
people as exceedingly primitive, but to anyone 
who is at all acquainted with the historical deve- 
lopment of economics and economic theories in 
Eu opean countries, it need not be said that these 
ideas expressed by a Japanese economist in the 
17th century were quite up to the times. Noe 
thing is more astonishing tn students of economics 
than the capacity of the average intellectual Euro- 
pean or American to forget his owy_past. Take 
for instance the casté systeni. It existed for the 
great majority of people in the central and wes- 
tern states of Europe even at the beginning of the 
1gth century. In Germany, until the reforms of 
Stein in 1807, the great mass of the peasants 


contravene any economic law that a government 
should store rice in times of plenty and disburse it 
in times of scarcity, or why this should not be ful- 
filling the law of demand and supply as much as 
if individuals should do it on their own account, is 
what I cannot understand. A more approximate 
form of the truth is that there is a good system of 
regulation and a bad system of regulation. Two 
or three centuries ayo there was in Europe so 
much useless, tyrannical, and uneconomical inter- 
ference on the part of the government with the 
affairs of the people that a natural reaction arose 
aud allintecference was thought equally injurious. 
But that the new ideal of absolute freedom from 
every kind of regulation was as impracticable as 
the old senseless absolutism is proved by the fact 
(Wat in England, where the theory of economic 
laisses fatve has been more preached in the 
thomn-books of political economy than anywhere 
lelse, there is to-day more legislative interference 

f a protective character in industry than perhaps 
any other country of the world. 


his leads me to the consideration of a most im- 
portant distinction in economic theory, viz., whe- 
ther economic interest can be identified with what 
is known as self-interest. I need not explain that 
wodecn political economy is founded on the prin- 
ciple of self-interest—not necessarily selfishness— 
but self-interest, thatis, the interest of each one for 
himself with as much foresight as is possible and 
as much regard for the interest of others as is ab- 
solutely required. One of the reasons why the 
wmercantile classes were despised in old Japan 
4s precisely because they were supposed to 
wwork for their own int 

ai and governing classes 
e free from this attribute. Many people who 
scoff at these ideas as antiquated probably 
‘forget that less than a hundred years ago the 
same point of view prevailed in Europe gene- 
ally, at least in most of the countries of the con- 
tinent. Even to-day the merchant class have a 
somewhat lower rank in the countries of Europe 
than the military and official class. Japan there- 
fore was wot behind other countries in the 17th 
century, but rather on a par withthem. Yet I 
find one distinction in an old Japanese economist 
which (Kumazawa Banzan, 1619-1691) shows 
acumen. He says there a difference between self 
interest and economic interest. The former 
depends upon each one gaining as much as pos- 
sible for himself whether this involves loss to others 
or not, but the economic interest, he declares ad- 
vances the interest of each and all without proving 
aloss to anyone, This distiyction has been made 
in the West in late years under a samewhat 
different name, viz., the social interest. As an 
example we may take the post office. ~ It is not 
primarily run for the sake of the revenue of the 
government, though many governments desire a 
revenue from it. Nor is the price of postage pro- 
portioned to the cost of carrying any particular 
letter. One letter is cartied along distance, an- 
other a short distance for the same charge. In 
brief, the post office is run on the social-economic 
principle, that of giving to society at large the 
great benefit of a certain important kind of com- 
munication with the slightest amount of expense. 
his principle was not generally or accurately 
understood in the feudal times of Japan, but that it 
as enunciated at all in a time when there was so 
ie opportunity for its application compared 

ith the present day is a great tribute to the 
acuteness of one economic writer. From another 
point of view, Ninomiya Santoku, the well-known 
Japanese reformer, may be said to have held a 
similar belief. 

fa question were asked with what system of 

onomic thought in Europe the old Japanese eco- 
nomic ideas had most. similarity, the answer, it 
seems to me, would be thesystemof thePhysiocrats. 
You are aware that the Physiocratic school started 
in France about the middle of the last century; 
Quesnay, the father of the system, publisted 
his first work about 1755 and he was followed by 
a large number of brilliant writers, the elder Mira- 
beau, Mercier de la Rieviére, Turgot, and others. 

he fundamental doctrine of this system of 
conomics was that all wealth originates in the 
and of acountry. In the case of industry upon 
land, they declared nature COoperates with man, 
while in other industries man works without the 
assistance of nature. Accordingly; it is only in 
agriciiltural industry that we have anet product 
or rent, which is the measure of the assistance of 
nature. Thus agriculture, they said, was a pro- 
ductive industry, while manufactures and com- 
merce were sterile, because there was no net 
surplus. Or, to put it another way, in manufac- 


changing either their status or their occupation. 
As a tule no individual of any class could change 
his industry. And land was scarcely more trans- 
ferable than it was in Japan. In England there 
were all sorts of prohsbitory regulations in the 
early part of this century. Skilled artisans were 
forbidden to emigrate and the export of machinery 
was prohibited. The penalty for selling English 
wool abroad was death for the second offence. In 
fact the principles of free emigration or of free 
trade have never been recognized by any civilized 
country of modein times previous to the present 
It should 


were supposed to 


mic theories, therefore, to remember that scarcely 
a century ago they were on very nearly the same 
level with those of Japan. 

In these later days the argument, against all re- 
strictive laws and legislation is based on the prin- 
ciple of free demand and supply. I know of no 
two words in the English language which are 
supposed to open greater stores of economic 
wisdom than demand and supply. They are in 
every body’s mouth, yet my own experience is that 
few people who consider these words the “ open 
sesame” of economic lore have anything but a 
vague idea of their meaning. Unrestricted de- 
mand and supply is defended to-day generally on 
the ground of the supposed economic harmony be- 
tween the interests of the individual and society. 
Everyone is supposed to know his own business 
better than the state or society can know it for 
him. Hence if every individual consults his own 
interests, and there is free competition, there will 
be the most equitable distribution of commodities 
in society that we can realize in this faulty world 
of ours. The doctrine then of supply and demand 
is based on the freedom of the individual and 
the supposed desire’ of each to get as much as 
possible for as little exertion as possible. 

As a matter of fact, however, self-interest and 
freedom are very insufficient forces to account for 
the modern distribution of wealth. The truth is 
that it was quite as natural for people in the 17th 
and 18th centuries in Japan to believe in restric- 
tion as for us to believe in freedom. In those days 
Jaisses faire, or what Adam Smith calls the ** simple 
and obvious system of actual liberty,” would not 
have'‘done perliaps as well as the excessively re- 
strictive measures of the age. In our own day, 
for instance, if there happens to be a short crop in 
any country, we can generally trust to private 
initiation for the importation of a sufficient amount 
from abroad, and accordingly famines are not 
likely to exist to-day in any civilized country. But 


tisk a foreign supply to make good a deficit at 
home itself depends on quick and cheap transport- 
ation, communication, and, to a Certain extent, 
insurance. In the Japan of the 17th century, 
transportation was comparatively costly and con- 
fined to local districts of the country. Hence they 
did not and could not believe in free competition 
as a regulator of demand and supply. On the 
contrary, the theory was that the Government was 


For instance, it was a rule that the Government 
of each daimyate should buy rice when it was cheap 
and sell it when the price was dear. The rule was 
honoured more in the breach than in the observ- 
ance. Nevertheless it was practised in some parts 
of the country. To-day I fancy tew ideas are more 
dead than that governments should in this way 
regulate thesupplies of the necessities of life. Some 
mighteven go so faras tosay it would be acting con- 
trary to the laws of Political Economy—not know- 
ing exactly what they meant. But why it should 


in commerce it is transferred from one place to 
another, while in agriculture there is a definite 
increase of commodities, a real production by 
which the wealth of society is increased. From this 
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tures the form of the commodity only js changed, 


fundamental idea of the productivity of land, 
and the sterility of manufactures and commerce, 
the physiocrats derived their celebrated canon of 
taxation, viz., Zimpot unique ou territorial, the t-\- 
single tax——a tax to be levied upon the land in’ 
proportion to its productivity. This tax was levied 
on the fand owners, not to burden the agricultu: al 
population. On the contrary, the object of the phy- 
siocrats was to introducea reform on thisvery point, 
It was, however, in harmony with the physiocratic 
theory that all taxes nomatter howlevied, inevitably 
lercmipated in the land and therefore all indirect 
taxes were only disguised land taxes, falling un- 
equally it is true, but still terminating on the 
land. A single land tax was the only just form of 
taxation, because in this case the incidence of the 
tax could be clearly traced. It fell upon the owner 
of the net surplus—the only thing which really 
could bear a tax according to the Physiocrats. 
This theory of the French school did not, strictly 
speaking, originate in the middle of the 18th 
century, but it was scientifically developed then x 
for the first time. The germ of the Physiocratic 
theory we find expressed in many writers before ~ 
this time. Indeed Locke, who is often classed ~ 
with the liberal mercantilists, also says that every — 
tax terminates in the land. 


Now I do not mean to say that in old Japanthe _ 
economic theorists had any well defined scientific 
theory like the Physiocrats. The Physiocratic 
system of economics was one of the most clearly 
defined systems the world had ever seen, while in 
Japan there never was a clearly defined system 
indigenous to the country, It is in fact a very 
unusual phenomenon for any country to elaborate 
a definite system of thought which is distinguished 
by the name of ascience. Even in Europe and 
America a science is developed only after years of 
difficult groping by many men of manynationalities. W 
Itis therefore almost impossible to hope that the 
Japanese, secluded from the world in their island- ‘5 
home, could have ever, unaided, constructed a 
system of economic thought. But. so far as they 
went, in a somewhalvague and unsystemised form, 
they held a theory of economics broadly similar to/ 
that of the physiocrats. For instance, Dazaiz 
Shundai makes a distinction between agiicul-(" 
tural products and the other forms of wealth. 
Moreover, the same writer declares that the land 
of acountry is the source of wealth and all pro- 
ductivity finally depends upon the productive- 
ness ofthe soil. A similar emphasis is laid upon , 
the land by another Japanese economist, Sato ‘ 
Shinen (1773-1854). He declares that political 
economy is the science which studies the method 
of extracting useful products from the land. All 
the studies therefore that enlighten man in his 
efforts to secure a greater product from the soil— 
what we should call the technology of agriculture 
—are to him part of the science of economnics. 
Again, just as Quesnay had a practical object in 
developing his science, viz., of enlarging the 
revenues of the Sovereign, so the Japanese econo- 
mists constantly introduce as the most important 
part of their science those measures which increase 
the income of the lord. That every tax falls upon 
the land was not only expressly stated by some 
economists of Japan, e.g. Dazai Shundai, but I 
suppose was regarded as too axiomatic to'require 
demonstration. Accordingly, if taxes were paid 
out of the produce of the land, the only method 
of increasing the revenue of the Sovereign was 
to promote measures of agricultural improvement. 

In other words, the famous maxim of Quesnay,/ 
“ Pauvres paysans, paurre royaume, pauvre roy- — 
aume, pauvre roi,” would have exactly expressed 
the economic ideas of the most enlightened Japan- 
ese economists. Possibly the truth contained in 
the maxim would have seemed so self-evident to 
them as hardly to excite notice. 


For the same reason that physiocratic ideas 
prevailed so widely among the economists of old 
Japan, mercantile notions were conspicuous by 
their absence. The speculations of the Tokugawa 
period on the subject of money never went to any, 
real depth, but so far as they went they were re- 
mactkably free from errors. For instance, Dazai 
Shundai in his work Keisat Roku states that 
© money does not have any utility as a commodity, 
but only because it is exchangeable for what people 
want.” Likewise he was strongly opposed to any “ 
debasement of the coinage—a popular measure in 
his day which he condemned in most forcible lane ~ 
guage. He even went so far as to say that money 
should be perfectly pure, not perhaps recognizing 
the utility of a certain amount of alloy in gold 
and silver to preserve them better from loss by ~ 
abrasion. In one of his chapters he lays it 
down as an historical fact that when an ine, 
ferior coin was issued the good coin disap- 
peared—proving that he had a definite concep-| 
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tion of what is known as Gresham’s Law. He was 
the consistent enemy of all forms of paper money, 
as he affirmed that all money must posssess in- 
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too often sinned in conceiving that the ends of 
political economy were entirely served, if only it 
were shown, how under certain hypothetical con- 
ditions, say of free competition, self-interest, free 
contract, and a minimum of government (anarchy 
plus the police constable, as Carlyle has it) wealth 
were produced and distributed. From these so 
called economic laws certain deductions were 
made as to the best method of increasing the 
wealth of a nation, and then by another vault of 
reasoning the inference was drawn that these de- 
ductions were invariably correct and applicable. 
Now this whole structure of the supposed scieuti- 
fic system of economies rests on a very shaky 
basis. The foundation is entirely hypothetical, 
and scarcely an economist to-day would dare to 
say that it is otherwise or that it corresponds ac- 
curately with the conditions of life. Moreover, 
even if the preliminary hypothesis did corre- 
spond with fact, yet the conclusion though true 
might not be acceptable to us for practical 
purposes. We might indeed find the so-called 
laws of political economy highly useful and in- 
teresting, not however to follow implicity but ra- 
ther to train our judgment or even if necessary to 
warn as a danger signal. It does not follow be- 
cause we know how to increase the wealth of a 
nation that we at all times and places should seek 
to increase it. We may even at times demand 
that the perpetual desire for more wealth be mo- 
derated, or that other powers of a nation be streng- 
thened at the expense of wealth. In substance, 
the difficulty under which the orthodox economists 
have laboured is this; they have not understood 
man is by nature a variable, progressive or, if you 
wish, a moral individual. You cannot define 
mau wholly as a wealth producing animal, be- 
cause he constantly sacrifices wealth for other ob- 
jects, better and worse, and therefore the whole 
idea of the narrow orthodox school of basing 
economic laws on certain rigid hypothesis is an 
emasculating process which can only redound to 
the injury of economics and society. I[t is im- 
portant to note at this point that the greatest 
writers on political economy have never in fact con- 
fined themselves to the narrow point of view here 
described. Almost without exception all the 
leaders of economic science, Adam Smith, Mal- 
thus, Jean Baptiste Say, even Ricardo discussed 
practical matters in their scientific books. John 
Stuart Millin his great work on Political Econo- 
my goes out of his way to examine all sorts of 
questions not directly concerned with the increase 
or decréase of wealth; land tenure in various 
countries, the moral foundations of private pro- 
perty, poor laws, education, emigration, etc. 
But the disciples of the founders were men 
of a différent stamp. They assumed a type 
of man devoted to the single object of accumu- 
lating as much wealth as posible at as 
little expense of effort and sacrifice as possible. 
Sometimes they would add that the desire of im- 
mediate wealth must be tempered by a certain 
amount of foresight, that is, immediate interests 
might be postponed to remoter interests, but fur- 
ther than this they rarely went. Now, compared 
with this view of economics, the indefinite and 
shifting view of the old Japanese economists seems 
to me preferable. Both are indeed wrong. The 
Japanese were hazy, but the orthodox Western 
economists were too often doctrinaire and ruthless. 
The real difficulty with the Japanese economists 
is that they never conceived of a definite economic 
point of view, and by this I do not mean the 
economic man of Western Orthodoxy, but a real 
man with economic interests sometimes paramount 
but also sometimes subordinate to other interests. 
The Japanese economists never succeeded pro- 
petly in giving economics a definite status in 
the social sciences, which is only another way 
of saying that they did not try to give any orderly 
thonght to man’s economic activily in relation to 
all his other social interests. They made scaiter- 
ing discoveries of value, but did not construct any 
fruitful definite system of thought. The orthodox 
ester system of economics is a skeleton of 
an, a beautiful machine, well knit together and 
pleasing to the scientific mind because of its con- 
sistency and articulation. The Japanese concep- 
ion of enonomics may be compared to one of the 
artistic yet rudimentary sketches of man, so often 
seen in the popular Japanese picture books—a 
uggestion lrere and there but nota man. 


Whiat attracts one most in reading the specu- 
lations of the old Japanese economists is not so 
much their special theories of wealth or their doce 
trines of money as what they think is so self 
evident as not to need explanation. Their silence 
is more eloquent at times than thefr utterances, 
For in those days to affirm what may be called 
almost the popular truisms of to-day would have 
been the greatest heresy. One of the ruling ideas 
of old Japan was that to live for one’s self was ig- 
noble=-and because the Samurai lived wholly and 


trinsic value. Of the laws regulating the value of 
+ papec money he seem to have had no definite 
‘ perception, perliaps for the reason that he thought 
‘even the slightest issue of paper notes a form of 
ishonesty. 
: Tie abeenca of mercantile ideas in Old Japan 
does not seem to me difficult to explain, In Europe 
the popularity of mercantilism 1s attributable to 
the sudden development of international trade and 
the influx of treasure from the newly discovered 
American mines in the 16th century and the con- 
. sequent prestige of Spain. The glamour that hung 
over Spain and the fabulous reports of her wealth 
“T and power had the effect of an illusion. All of the 
countries of Europe were attacked by a desire for 
treasure and framed laws and fought battles for 
the balance of trade. But in Japan all these ele- 
ments were wanting. She had no foreign trade 
~ of any importance. She did not rely on foreign 
commerce to secure treasure, having gold and 
silver mines within the country in abundance for 
her own needs. 

Furthermore, Japan was free from the necessity 
of securing large hoards of the precious metals in 
order to carry on wars with her neighbours, For 

+ centuries she lived i seclusion, and both in her 
external relations and in her internal affairs peace 
| ruled as it never did in any other age or country. 

Finally, it must be pointed out that in nearly all 
the country districts of Old Japan money transac- 
tions were carried on only toa very limited extent. 
The farmer paid his taxes in kind. The raw 
materials of the food and clothing of his family 
were raised on the immediate land and prepared 
within the household. The practice of barter 
was extremely common. It is therefore not dif- 
ficult to understand why mercantile ideas never 
found lodgement in Japan. As Bagehot points 
out in one of his books, the very simplicity of 
the earlier stages of economic society is cal- 
culated to give to the people of those times 
clearer economic ideas in some respects than pre- 
vail in modern times. At present the complexity 
of economic phenomena produces errors that only 
the most careful scientific investigation can dispel. 

We see only the surface of the phenomena and 
are thus much more easily misled by them. 

In regard to the scope of political economy the 
old Japanese writers took both a wider and nar- 
rower view than modern economists. Wider in 
the sense that they included many topics which 

/ would to-day be included under separate sciences, 
auch as politics or technology, but narrow in the 
sense that they excluded some of the most im- 
portant branches of distribution and exchange, 
On the deepest problem of political economy, viz., 
that of value, they seem scarcely to have touched 
at afl, For instance, Sato Shinen defines the 
science of political economy as the science which 
treats of the production of material wealth from the 
land. He divides the subject into four parts, 
First, that which treats of the necessary prelimi- 
naties of production, the organization of society 
and qualifications of the sovereign, and the cha- 
racter of the people. Under this head he discusses 
the moral elements entering into the science. 
Second, he inquires into the natusal resources of 
the country; the distribution of animal and vege- 
table life, and the extent of the mineral resources. 
Third, he investigated the special aids to produc- 
tion, such as communication, education, etc., and 
¥ Fourth, measures of preservation, especially sav- 
li institulians, called Giso, said to have been 
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invented by him. While this classification is not 
wholly scientific, yet itdoes not lack useful ele- 
ments which, had they been developed, might have 
led to fruitful results. One of the greatest mis- 
fortunes of the old economists in Japan was that 
they did not found a school which could develope 
and rectify scientific speculation. All systema- 
tic inquiry was lacking, and each man start- 
ed anew, thus hampering very largely any 
organic progress of the science. Dazai Shundai, 
a prior economist, had ever a more general con- 
ception of the science than Shinen. He defines 
political economy as follows: ‘ The science that 
treats of government, and its relation to the 
people, or the best system of administrating a 
country. The object of economic study is the re- 
finement of the character of the people and of 
advancing civilization.” In this definition the 
proper object of political economy in the modern 
sense of the term is almost lost sight of, and 
the production of wealth being only one of the 
objects of government, would hold a very sub- 
ordinate place in the science of economics ac- 
cording to the ideas of old Japanese economists. 
What has been called the art or application of 
economic social principles to govesument and 
society seemed to them much more important 
than the mere explanation of economic phenomena. 

Aud yet there was an important grain of 
truth in their point of view. What is called 
the orthodox or classical school of economics has 
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entirely devoid of any desire to advance his sen 
interest in any e i nse he was honoured — 
above otliér Aassas: Henry Finck in his preface 

to ** Lotus Time in Japan,” says: ‘ I have tried to 
show that the Japanese have as much to teach us 

as we have to teach them, and that what they can 
offer us is, on the whole, of a higher and nobler 
order than what we can offer them. Japanese 
civilization is based on altruism, ours on egotism.” 

If the preceding words were true I should be glad 

to defend the state of society and the social and 
economic ideas of the Old Japan against the com- 
petition theories of to-day. But it seems to met 
that Henry Finck exaggerates. True, the Japan- 
ese honoured loyalty a _ self-interest, and 

so far they had~“a moral ideal superior to” 
ours, at least in our economic life. But ith 
was a narrow loyalty—confined not only toa 
small locality, but to particular classes. The 
merchants and artizans were despised and down- 
trodden. It was not Nationa] and Social. The 
Japanese, moreover, never rose to the idea of 
progressive amelioration in thé old dayse-an idea Y 
(iat is worth more to us than any amount of 
theories of greed and aggrandisement. In truth, 

our actual life is much better than our economic / 
theories—while in aa actual life was perhaps _ 
somewhat worse. As Ruskin points out, this is the 
first century in which we hold an economic theory 

of life absolutely and entirely inconsistent with 

our religious life. In economics it is each one for / 
himself. The lust for gain is sanctioned by the 
most approved authorities—while our religious 
teachers preach the law of self-denial and interest 

in others, This is the source of oue 19th century 
hypocrisy I suppose. Isthere not danger that if we 
continue on the Same lines as at present we shall 
soon look ateach other as the Roman augurs did ? 


The old Japanese watchword was stability, and 
nothing more. And they thought that thetr form 
of society would last forever. How many attempts 
by other nations were made to open the country 
and to come into contact with the people during 
the Tokugawa régime? But every attempt until 
the middle of our century was met by a stern re- / 
fusal. In effect every envoy was told that Japan 
refused to admit strangers, because it was contrary 
to her ancient polity. From time immemorial, 
they were told, the State and society had been 
established on certain unalterable principles, that 
these principles were wise and good, and could 
not be improved, that under them the people were 
contented and peaceful, and foreigners entering the 
country would serve only to destroy the ancient 
perfection of the State. This, or something like 
this, would have been the reply to any attempt to 
open the country. 

And this system, so ancient, so seemingly ims 
mutable, has utterly broken down and is scarcely 
more than a regretful memory in the minds of 
a new and eager generation, Public opinion in 
Japan to-day regards the ancient doctrine of ex- 
clusion as a huge mistake, and many believe that 
had Japan been open to trade and travel the spirit 
of euterprise and adventure,that has always cha- 
racterized the people would have grown fully as 
rapidly as in any Western nation. 

The watchword of the West has been progress 
oc amelioration rather than stability, and a eobla | 
watchword it is. It will take us far if we only 
truly study it and obey its rules. But is our pre- 
sent interpretation of ittrue? Does it accept all 
the elements of our life that make fora really 
civilized society? Will our present interpret- 
ation of social amelioration last P Will the present 
striving for wealth and the heaping up of posses- 
sions remain for ever? Will it be said of us that 
we used our highest intellectual efforts to swell 
our personal revenues even if thereby we robbed 
our neighbour of his daily bread? Many thee 
are who think so—who hope for ever to live under 
the savage cule of competition and thus evolve 
cheaper and more luxurious commodities until 
the world is sated. But the moral sense working 
in time tells us no. Our present social conditions 
would have been regarded with contempt by the 
ardent reformers who lived a hundred or more 
years ago, just as their conditions would have 
been despised by those who lived in the middle 
ages. Each era lives for itself and forgets the 
promises of its childhood. 

A manuscript work, entitled the ‘* Wonders of 
Nature,” is preserved in the Royal Library at 
Paris, by an Arabian writer, Mohammed Kaz. 
wini, who flourished in the seventh century of the 
Hegira, or at the close of the thirteenth century of 
our era. Besides several curious remarks on 
zroliles, earthquakes, and the successive changes 
of position which the land and sea have under- 
gone, we meet with the following beautiful pas- 
sage which is given as the narrative of Kidhz, 
an allegorical personage :—I passed one day by 
a very ancient and wonderfully populous city, and 
asked one of its inhabitants how long it had been 
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founded. “Itis indeed a mighty city,” replied 
he; ‘we know not how long it has existed, and 
our ancestors were on this subject as ignorant as 
ourselves.” Five centuries afterwards, as I passed 
bythe same place, I could not perceive the slightest 
vestige of the city. I demanded of a peasant, 
who was gathering herbs upon its former site, 
how long it had been destroyed. “In sooth, a 
strange question!” replied he ‘‘the ground here 
has never been different from what you now be. 
hold it.’— Was there not of old,” said I, ‘a 
splendid city here? ’"—‘* Never,” answered he, 
** so far as we have seen, and never did our 
fathers speak to us of any such.” On my re- 
turn there 500 years afterwards, I found the 
sea in the same place and on its shores were 
a party of fishermen of whom I inquired how 
long the land had been covered by the waters? 
"Is this a question,” said they, ‘for a man 
like youP” ‘this spot has always been what 
it is now.” I again returned 500 years aftei- 
wards and the sea had disappeared. LT inquired of 
a man, who stood alone on the spot, how long 
ago this change had taken place, and he gave me 
the same answer as I had received before. Lastly, 
on coming back again after an equal lapse of 
time, I found there a flourishing city more populous 
and more rich in beautiful buildings that the city 
1 had seen the first time, and when I would fain 
have informed myself concerning its origin, the 
inhabitants answered me, “ Its rise is lost in remote 
antiquity ; we are ignorant how long it has exist. 
ed, and our fathers were on this subject as igno- 
rant as ourselves.” 

At the close of the lecture the Chairman stated 
that the subject was one of great interest in many 
ways, and hoped that a full discussion might be 
given to it. The question of the influence of al- 
truistic motives in the economic life of a people 
was just al present before the public, and he would 
like to have expressions of opinion on this point. 

Mr. J. Carey Hall spoke at length, giving an 
excellent account of the rise and decline of the 
so-called orthodox English school of economics. 
He contended that it had been scientifically de- 
monstrated that altruistic motives were as much 
a part of human nature as the selfish ones. He 
thought Adam Smith and John Stuart Mill com- 
paratively free from the vices of the orthodox 
economists, but he did not agree with the state- 
ment of the lecturer that Ricardo was free from 
blame. Ricardo, Malthus, Senior, Fawcett, and 
Jevons had all contributed to this economic nar- 
rowness. But as foretold by Auguste Comte, 
many years before, the school had declined, and 
the historian of Political Economy in the new 
Edition of the ‘* Cyclopedia Britannica” was Mr. J. 
K. Ingram, a strong opponent of the old egotistic 
school of economics. 


The Rev. T. S. Tyng stated that the lecturer had 
used the plirase “ economic point of view ”’ and he 
thought that meant that you could separate the 
economic man from the religious or moral or poli- 
tical man. He thought the old economists studied 
man as they found him not as they would like him 
tobe. They studied the real forces and best con- 
ditions of the production and distribution of wealth, 
and he thought this the right way rather than to 
mix up ecenomic interests with morals, relipion, 
etc. He telt certain that hunger and poverty were 
the great incentives to the production of wealth, 
and if this stimulus were taken away society would 
rejapse into misery and poverty. 

Rev. C. E. Garst spoke of the origin of the tax 
on agricultural land in Japan. He showed that it 
was a great mistake of the feudal period in Japan 
to tax only agricultural land, and not all land that 
had value. [un the United States it was estimated 
that the value of agricultural land was only one- 
tenth of the total land value of the country. He 
explained the indifference of the samurai and 
ruling classes of Old Japan to money matters be- 
cause they lived on the wealth produced by others. 
- They were a species of parasites. 


Mr. Clay MacCauley said that he thought the 
best test of the value of old Japanese theories and 
modern theories of economies was to be found in 
their results. The wealth of Europe and America 
as compared with Japan was an answer to which 
was the better system. Hedidnot say that free 
competition was an ideal theory, but it had been 
an enormous force in developing the wealth of the 
West. 

The President called upon the lecturer to make 
some concluding remarks. 

Mr. Droppers said that substantially he agreed 
with the cemarks of Mr. Hall. He did not 
wish to exonerate Ricardo from all blame, but 
he did not believe that Ricardo was as bad as 
some of his successors in limiting the economic 
interests of man to pure selfish motives. He fur- 
ther expressed his strong disagreement with the 
views advanced by Mr. Tyng. The latter had 


used the phrase the ‘dest conditions of pro- 
ducing and distributing wealth.’ That was the 
pricisely the question under discussion. What were 
the “best conditions? ” It was impossible to 
conceive of the conditions of wealth without in. 
troducing the moral qualities and social relations 
of man. It was equally impossible to speak of the 
“actual man’ of the economic world because 
there were all classes of men, and man was not a 
being with unchangeable attributes, but was of a 
progressive character. The question was what kind 
of conditions or what kind of man did Mr. Tyng 
select. Mr. Garst’s contention that the Samurai 
and noble classes in Old Japan were indifferent to 
money matters because they were unproductive— 
living on the wealth produced by others—Mr. 
Droppers did not wholly agree with. The Samu- 
vai were no more unproductive than any other body 
of similar men in the West, eg. the standing 
armies of European countries. 


The President thanked the lecturer for his paper 
and declared the meeting adjourned, 












































































NAVAL ASPECTS OF THE FAPAN- 


CHINA WAR. 
——___-—_-_>__-- -— 
Extracts from an Article by Sit Epmunp Fre: 
MANTLE in the Forum. 


Is there anything to be learned from the recent 
war between China and Japan? This is a ques- 
tion which I have frequently been asked since my 
return to England last July, and the matters on 
which I am most usually questioned are as to the 
relative value of ironclads, fast cruisers, quick- 
firing guns, torpedoes, and modern naval imple- 
ments of warfare generally. Public attention is 
directed mainly to the technical points at issue, 
which it was naturally hoped would receive illustra- 
lion from the action of well-equipped fleets repre- 
senting the newest developments of naval warfare. 
In speaking of “ well-equipped ”’ fleets, Iam only 
referring generally to the fact of ships of both 
Powers being fairly up to date, though on the 
Chinese side there was much to be desired in points 
of detail. There was, however, no such broad 
distinction between the material of the fleets of 
China and Japan as to invalidate the lessons to 
be drawn from actual naval conflict; yet from this 
point of view the waval operations ate singulasly 
barren of results, and reasons for this must be 
looked for elsewhere, 

What, then, are the lessons of the war? The 
principal reason is obviously a moral one, and it 
lies deep in the traditions and temperaments of 
the two nations. The warlike, go-ahead Japanese 
have won all along the line, while the peaceable, 
conservative Chinese have disastrously failed to 
make any respectable defence of their hearths and 
homes. I leave to others the task of developing 
this theme as fully as it deserves, my object in this 
article being rather to deal with facts than to dwell 
on the causes of the war or the characteristics of 
the two nations, But the differences to which I 
have alluded must be constantly bome in mind as 
the most important factor in the whole problem of 
how it was that the 400,000,000 of Chinese could 
make no-head against the 40,000,000 ‘* Wojen ” 
(dwarfs)—the term by which the Chinese inso- 
lently described their Japanese conquerors. 


Though it is not my task to deal fully with the 
important point here raised, it needs more than a 
passing mention, and [ cannot leave the subject 
without some further remarks. Itis as true now 
as in former ages, that, if a nation is to altain to 
power or to retain it, it must not only be as “the 
strong man armed,” but it must inculcate in its 
citizens the manly virtues of- patriotism, loyalty, 
and heroism, Though Bacon tells us that ‘no 
nation need expect to be great unless it makes 
the study of arms its principal honour and occupa- 
tion,” this axiom has not received general accept- 
ance of recent years, In England, in the British 
colonies, and to some extent in America, it became 
the fashion some years since to talk of wars as 
improbable, to eulogize the theoretical merits of 
arbitration, and to advocate the substitution of a 
cosmopolitan altruism for Old World patriotism. 
In England, the peace at any price party and 
the Cobden school urged that energies should be 
directed to the arts of peace and money making; 
and though recent events in America and Europe 
have shown that wars are still the last arguments 
not only of kings, but of peoples, the teachings of 
the free-trade league still remain with us as pious 
opinions to be accepted at least in theory. 

/ The Chinese have acted consistently on these 
principles, and have afforded us an object-lesson 
of the value of the theary, It is true that after 
the French war in 1883-84 they erected batteries 
on theie coastline, bought ships in Europe, and 
even built a few in their own dockyaids, whee 
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their arsenals were improved so as to be equal to 
the supply of heavy guns and moden arms of 
precision: but these activities were mainly for 
show, to impress the foreigners; aud the man- 
datins and /iferati who tule the country thought 
that nothing further was required, That any ate 
tention should be piven to the adaptation of these 
war materials to war seemed to them unnecessary, 
and was not appreciated by the all-preduminant 
civilian element. War, in the opinion of the rul- 
ing classes, was a most improbable event, and the 
war (raining of both officers and men was ignored, 
or was conducted in the most perfunctory manner. 
The examinations for officers in the army still, as 
from time immemorial, consisted in firing from a 
bowon horseback and in lifting heavy weights,while 
the greater number of their soldiers were still 
armed with bows and arrows, and with huge spears 
resembling pitchforks. Their main trust, even in 
the recent war, was in the heavy “gingall,” a 
brass piece held on the shoulders of two men, amd 
firing a ball of about half a pound weight. That 
this should be ‘possible while their arsenals at 
Kiangnan, Nanking, or Tientsin were capable of 
turning oul 4.7” quick-fiiing guns, Maxims, im- 
proved Lee-Metford, and other cifles in use in mo- 
dern armies, shows clearly that no attempt had 
been madetlograsp the meaning of modern warfare. 

I have spoken of the mandacins as being hope- 
lessly ignorant of war, and I propose to illustrate 
this by an example. In the middle of the war, 
when the Japanese had crossed the Yalu, defeating 
the Chinese General Sung in several engagements, 
with Port Arthur about to fall, and when even 
Shan-hai-kwan, only 120 miles from Peking, was 
threatened, it was evident, even to the mandarins 
composing the Tsung-li Yamén, that © something 
must be done,” and the first step was to finda 
capable general. In this emergency it would be 
supposed that they would have endeavoured to 
select a man in the prime of life, with at least some 
knowledge of war as conducted by foreigners, at- 
taching to his staff men like General von Hanne 


ken, with other foreign officers; but this would {_,_ 


have been common sense, and consequently it} 


was not the Chinese view. Von Hanneken was 
an able military officer wlio had served in the 
German army, had been indeed appointed as 
assistant to Admiral Ting, and did yeoman’s 
service in the Zing Yuen at the Yalu fight, 
though he was naturally ignorant of naval 
matters. Later, about a month before the fall of 
Weihaiwei, Ting had another assistant in the 
person of ‘* Admiral” *McClure, a Scotch tug- 
captain; but throughout tbe war it seems to have 
been impossible for the Chinese mind to grasp the 
simple fact of the necessity for expert training so 
pithily expressed in the old adage of ‘the cobbler 
to his last.” But this digression is interesting 
only as showing that even when the Chinese did 
condescend to employ foreigners they placed them 
in positions for which they were not fitted by 
previous training. In the case now under con- 
sideration, the man selected to be the saviour of 
his country must, they thought, bea Chinaman 
of high rank, and he was found in the Victory of 
Nanking, Liw Kun-yi, a mandarin of about 
seventy years of age, a confirmed opium- 
smoker, and so infirm that he was incapable of 
ascending a staircase. Conscious of his physical 
incapacity, and of his absolute ignorance of war, he 
attempted to decline the honour thrust upon him ; 
but the appointment had been approved by the 
Emperor, and the Viceroy had perforce to accept 
the responsibility, though he took care not to go 
within a hundred miles of the front. 


The reason. 


—_ 


for the appointment is to be found in the fact that | * 
Liu Kun-yi was a Hunan man, and the Hunanese . 


are universally credited in China with being a 
fighting race, though their reputation is founded 
cather on their turbulence, and on theic invincible 
hostility to the “foreign devils,” than on any 
proved courage in the field. 

I have said enough, and more than enough, to 
prove the absolute ignorance of warfare shown 
by the Chinese. Of generals and admirals in the 
modern seuse they bad done, and the necessity for 
experts in war was deliberately ignored. [am 
inclined to think that the view of the accomplished 
Chinese mandarin is that war is a dirty business, 
in which only the worst characters would take 
part; and that the most noted swashbuckler and 
rowdy is the general. The warlike virtues, manly 
exercises, and the use of arms form no part of a 
Chinese mandarin's education, and are looked 
upon as derogatory. Foreign instructors in Chi- 
nese naval colleges have told me that it was a fac 
harder task to get their pupils to take part in 
gymnastic or calisthenic exercises than to attain 
proficiency in scientific knowledge. ; 

This, then, being the Chinese view, how are we 
to account for the fact that undoubtedly the Chi- 





1 [ have in all cases given the nominal rank of officers 
serving in the Chinese service in quotation-marks. 
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of sticks which goes by the name of “ international 
law,” of which it may be reasonable to say, in St. 
Paul’s words, that, though all things may be law- 
ful, all things may not be expedient. As regards 
the manner in which it was done I cannot forbear 
pointing out that though 44 Chinese were taken off 
the masts of the sunken vessel by the French gun- 
boat Liom on the morning following her destruction 
neither here, nor at Yasan, Yalu, or Wei-hai-wei 
was, so far as I heard, a single Chinese life saved 
by their Japanese opponents; so that, kindly aud 
amiable as the latter are by nature, they have 
much to learn as regards common humanity in 
war. 

The war then began in earnest with the sinking 
of the Kowshing, and the attack on the Chinese 
camp at Yasan which immediately followed. I 
must leave the military operations to others, but 
it will now be advisable to make a general com- 
parison of the naval forces of the two Powers. 
They were not unequal. On paper, indeed, the 
Chinese were superior in number and tonnage; 
but this assumed that the Chinese auxiliary squa- 
drons were available and efficient, which I tave 
shown not to be the case; and for all practical 
purposes the Japanese were the more powerful 
and better akle to command the sea. The Japa- 
nese knew that they would have to do with the 
Pei-yang Squadron, and they had guaged it at 
its true value. 

Let us now examine the material force of the 
two fleets, and for the moment take no note of the 
morate. In tonnage, in number of men,* in quick. 
fing guns, and above all in speed, the Japanese 
fleet under Vice-Admisal Ito was superior. It 
was also more homogeneous, as, omitting the 
Akagt, the ships varied in sizé only from 2,200 to 
4,200 tons, and were more modern. In all these 
respects the Chinese fleet was inferior, but it had 
one advantage in two second-class battle-ships, 
the Zing Yuen and Chen Yuen, of 7,400 tous; but 
the next in size were the King Yuen and Tai Yuen, 
—weak ships, though nominally “ armoured crui- 
sers’’ of 2,900 tons; and when we come to the 
last three ships we find that they were all sloops 
of 1,300 tons. It might well have puzzled a more 
experienced sailor than Admiral Ting to man. 
ceuvee such an odd lot of ships together. But we 
are not now considering the Yalu battle, to which 
I shall again refer, but I have taken the ships en- 
gaged in it as sufficient for a comparison of the 
two fleets. 

Clearly the Japanese considered that they could 
successfully command the sea, and in no war has 
the ‘influence of sea power,” so admirably work- 
ed out in Captain Mahaw's able volumes, been 
more distinctly shown. “A quot peut servir une 
marine?" asks the French Admiral Jurien de la 
Gravidce. His reply to his question is “A occuper 
les grandes voies maritimes; " and, to quote Bacon 
again, ‘he who has command of the sea can take 
as much or as little of the war as he pleases.” 
The Japanese, having determined to turn the Chi- 
nese out of Korea, required the command of the 
sea to enable their troops to be brought across 
from Japan, and to maintain them when there; 
but had they heen defeated by land, they could 
then have re-embarked their troops and have 
taken ‘‘as little of the war as they pleased,” as- 
suming that they retained their naval superi- 
Oriority. 

The sea was also the shortest route for the 
Chinese as we have seen in the case of the Kow- 
shing; but after the war broke out they were un- 
willing to risk their fleet, and, until the landing of 
troops at Takushan, which brought on the Yalu 
fight on the 17th of September, they accepted the 
serious disadvantage of having to send their 
troops into Korea by the long land route. 


Was the whole advantage of sea power, how- 
ever, fully understood in either country? This 
seems doubtful, as in the early pact of the war 
the Japanese fleet was mainly. employed in 
convoying troops; while the Chinese, although 
Cruising freely in the Gulf of Pechili, were it 
is said under orders not to ctuise to the east- 
ward of a line drawn from: the Shantung 
promontory tothe Yalu. In both countries the 
vaval force seems to have been used in sub- 
ordination to the military requirements and for 
secondary purposes—a misapprehension of sea 
power which, as Captain Mahan shows, was too 
frequently the bane of the French navies in their 
wars with Great Britain, This is a question of 
strategy not entirely in the hands of the naval 
commander-in-chief, and one must hesitate to 
make Vice-Admiral Ito, who in other respects 
showed himself to be a most able commander, re- 
sponsible for it ; but in his lecture, towhich I have 
before referred, he appears to accept the :dle as 
the natural one, 







































































































































with Japan, he sacrificed much in the interests of 
peace, though the treaty he then made with Count 
Ito proved to have in it the seeds of the recent 
war; and I am convinced that he would have 
given way at all points and have averted the war 
had he been entirely master of the situation. In 
the negotiations for peace, held between Li Hung- 
chang and Count Ito at Shimonoseki in Apzsil 
last, he is reported to have said to the latter :— 
‘*What you have done for Japan I wauted to 
imitatein China. Had you been in my place, you 
would know the unspeakable difficulties met with 
in China.” 

Ihave dwelt long on China's corruption, unpre- 
paredness for war, and the incapacity shown by 
her rulers to appreciate modern warfare, as it is 
the crux of the problem. Let us now turn to Japan, 
and the contrast is enormous. In China, as we 
have seen, peace and the arts of peace are held up 
as models, while war and the heroic virtues are 
habitually ignored. In Japan, on the contrary, 
while art is held in high esteem, and the industry 
and enterprise of the people lead them to be active 
traders and producers, it is the warlike virtues of 
patriotism and devotion to death for a cause, 
which alone are deemed warthy of public recogni- 
tion, Thateverything should give way to this— 
domestic affection, nay, even ordinary morality— 
is the accepted creed, if we may judge by that 
popular Japanese legend of “ The Forty-seven 
Ronins,” whose graves may be seen in Tokyo to 
this day, decked with “ votos ” from fervent Japan- 
ese admirers. The story should be read to be ap- 
preciated. [t telates the heroic conduct of the 
forty-seven ‘f Ronins,” or retainers, in avenging 
the murder of their Daimyo bya rival,—the strat- 
agems and deceits necessary to accomplish the 
object in view being tepresented as not only exe 
cusable, but commendable. 

Japan has been so much written about, especi- 
ally in America, that I feel that it is unnecessary 
for me to say more about this quick-witted, cour- 
teous, and patriotic people. That they are as 
watlike as the Chinese are the reverse, I have 
endeavoured to show, and when once they 
had been coerced or persuaded to open their 
country to foreigners they proceeded to or- 
ganize their navy and army on European models, 
availing themselves of the best European instruce 
tors, and proving themselves to be apt pupils. 
Captain Ingles, of the British Navy, who for many 
years was their naval adviser, had expressed his 
opinion, long before the war, that the Japanese 
navy was fully up to the European standard 3 and 
similar reports had been made by distinguished 
military officers concerning their army. Few can 
now doubt that for some three years before the 
war broke out they had been preparing for it in 
their usual silent, systematic manner, and when 
the Tonghak rebellion gave rise to the Korean im. 
broglio they were fully prepared for action. 

Were they anxious to “flesh the spears” of 
their new navy and army 2 /a Cetewayo ?—or was 
the war mainly due to political exigencies of home 
politics ?—or were they simply drawn into the war 
by the evident leaning of the Korean monarch 
and people toward China, to the exclusion of 
Japanese influence? All these may have had 
their effect, but to one who was in Japan at the 
time it was no secret that the Japanese to a man 
where as anxious for war as their opponents were 
lo avert it; and though it may be a pious opinion, 
to be held by the Japanese, that on the a5th of 
July, 1894, the Chinese cruiser 7si Yuen had the 
temerity to fire the first shot against a very 
supetior Japanese force, it is so contrary to nature 
that on this point at least we must be permitted to 
believe the Chinese version of the collision which 
practically began the war. 


Well, the war broke out, as we have seen, with 
the. engagement above referred to; the Chinese 
ships being the Zs Vuenr and Kwang Yih, a 
torpedo-cruiser of 1,600 tons; and the Japanese 
First Squadron consisting of the Yoshino, flying 
the flag of Rear Admiral Tsuboi, the Akitsushima, 
Naniwa aud Takachtho. The Chinese ships had 
left Yasan that morning, and the Japanese ships 
were the advanced squadron of Adiniral Ito’s fleet 
making for Chemulpo. In this engagement the 
Kwang Yih was driven ashore and destroyed ; the 
Tst Yuen though inferior in speed and force to all 
the four Japanese ships, escaping to Wei-hai-wei 
much damaged. It was a few hous after this 
that the Chinose gunboat Zsao Kiang was cap- 
tured, and the British transport Kowshing, with 
“General” Von Hanneken and picked Chinese 
troops on board, was sunk by the Naniwa, Cap- 
tain (now Reat-Admiral) Togo, after what Ad- 
mival Ito, in a recent address delivered at Tokyo, 
terms ‘several hours of useless parleyings.”’ 

For obvious reasons I am precluded from touch- 
ing on the legal aspect of the sinking of the Xow- 
shing, which has, it appears to me only afforded a 
fresh instance of the want of cohesion in the bundle 


nese had made some progress in inodern armament 
and equipment. Their army generally, as I have 
shown was no doubt inefficient; there was no 
cohesion between the various branches of which it 
was composed; and it may be doubted whether 
the Chinese could ever be said to have had an 
army at all in the modern sense. Yet there was 
a drilled body supposed to consist of 30,000 men, 
though probably really numbering about 15,000, 
who were well armed with Krupp guns and maga- 
zine rifles; while in the Pei-yang or Northern 
Squadron, which had been trained by Captain 
Lang, a British naval officer, it was known that 
they had a waval force of modern ships, built 
in England or Germany, which cruised much 
at sea, visiting Japan and Singapore, and so 
far as oulward appearances went, formed an 
efficient fighting squadron, What became of 
these trained soldiers was always a mmiystery. 
Some, at least, went down with the unfortunate 
K8wshing ow the 25th of July; 1894, while many 
of the Krupp guns were captured at Ping 
Yang on the 16th of September; but either the 
number of trained soldiers was much exaggerat- 
ed, or alarge proportion were kept in reserve 
in the vicinity of the Viceroy’s Yamén at Tien- 
tsin, which would be quite in accordance with the 
half-hearted way in which the Chinese are ac- 
customed to conduct warlike operations. 

In speaking of their navy, I have alluded to the 
Pei-yang Squadron as being apparently efficient. 
Here I must explain that there were other squad- 
rons under vatious viceroys,—-the Nangyang or 
Nanking Squadron, the Foochow and Canton 
squadrons ; bul the weakness of the central govern- 
ment was such that there was no cohesion between 
the forces paid for by the viceroys of the different 
provinces of the empire, and only an old ship or 
two from any of the three squadrons referred to 
ever took part in the war. In fact they were 
never supposed to be more than “ show” ships. 
This could not be said of the Pei-yang Squad- 
rou. It is true that Captain Lang had been 
gotten rid of by a cabal some three years previous 
to the outbreak of the war, and there were sinister 
rumours of a rapid deterioration in discipline * 
since his guiding hand had been withdrawn, while 
tio one believed that the necessary stores and re- 
serves were kept up. Still, they were well naviga- 
ted; they kept station fainly when in company; 
they fired well at a mark, both with guns and tor 
pedoes; they exchanged semaphores with each 
other in English: and they were certainly nota 
** negligéable quantity.” That they were lacking 
in other ways admits of no question. Officers had 
had allowances to enable them to supply various 
stores, and thus the canker of peculation and dis- 
honesty had eaten deep into the vitals of the 
efficiency of the squadron, There was little zeal, 
no real esprit de corps, and the most successful 
captain was the man who could make most money. 
Of Admiral ‘Ting,? who commanded the Pei 
Yang Squadron, I would speak with respectful 
sympathy. He was a gallant, patriotic man, but 
he had been a cavalry officer, who had taken to 
sea service in middle age; and, deficient as he 
was in technical knowledge, he was much in the 
hands of Commodore Lew-po-chin,® his flag- 
captain in the Zing Yuen. 

The credit for such efficiency as the Pei-yang 
Squadron and the foreign-drilled troops possessed 
is entirely due to one man, the famous Viceroy of 
Chihli, Li Hung-chang undoubtedly the foremost 
if not the only statesman in China. Hehasa world- 
wide reputation and has been called "the Chinese 
Bismarck.” I do not propose to describe him, but 
his manly presence and hearty shake of the hand 
show that he is no mere mandarin, while in spite 
of his more than seventy years he has still a fund 
of energy sufficient to enable him to make labouri- 
ous inspections of his troops and ships, as he did 
in May, 1894, two months before the outbreak: of 
war, This war has to some extent disciedited 
him; he is probably not free from the vice to 
which old men are supposed to be especially 
liable; and it is certain that many deficiencies 
and failures in munitions of war were directly 
due to the determination to exact “ squeezes ” 
from those nearly related to him, while no 
doubt his military knowledge was small. But he 
had no delusions on the subject of China’s military 
power ; he knew the hollowness of all the seeming 
show; and I feel certain that he was always anxious 
for peace. In 1884 he arranged the treaty of 
peace with France; in 1885, when war wasimminent 











? Astory, for the truth of which I cannot vouch, was 
current in the clubs at Hongkong and Shanghai, that, a 
short time after « Admiral”? Lang’s dismissal, an English- 
man going on board the Zing Yuen unexpectedly, found 
the Admiral playing “ fan-tan ”’ with the sentry over his 
cabin door. 

® After making terms with Admiral Ito for the surrender 


of the remaining shi dtheis! 0 
these officers committed ‘suicide. and of Liu-Kung-tau both 








* I have been unable to ascertain the correct number of 
men in the Chinese ships; but many of them were short of 
their complement. 
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It is possible that the Japanese were aware of 
the orders given to the Chinese ships, and that 
they did not wish to force a naval action till they 
had secured their military bases; but the policy 
would have been a dangerous one in the face of 
an active enemy ; and well supplied as they were 
with fast cruisersesuch as the Yoshino, Nantwa, 
Takachtho, Chiyoda, and others—the neglect to 
keep touch with the Chinese fleet argues a failure 
to appreciate sea power in its true aspects. Asa 
matter of fact, the Chinese fleet, even after the 
Yalu battle, was so far left unwatched that Admiral 
Ting remained at Port Arthur a fortnight after the 
landing of the Japanese troops at Pitzswo on the 
24th of October for the purpose of attacking the 
fortress. Admiral Ito being content to cruise for 
the protection of his transports, and allowing the 
Chinese squadron to proceed unmolested to Wei- 
haiwei. It is clear that there was no altempt here 
at blockade, or even masking, though the two 
fleets were within seventy miles of each other for 
at least a fortnight, and it would have been easy 
to have sealed the Chinese ships up in Port Arthur, 
where they could have done little or nothing for 
the defence of the place, and where they must have 
been taken when the position fell. 

On the roth of August, again, at the beginning 
of the war, Admiral Ito appeared off Wei-hai-wei 
with a fleet of twenty-two ships in all and ex- 
changed a few shots with the batteries, but the 
Chinese squadron was not in the port, nor I be- 
lieve at Port Arthur, so that it was naturally ex- 
pected that the Japanese Admi:al would have 
endeavoured to find his opponents and bring them 
to action—Port Arthur and Wei-hai-wei being the 
only fortified harbours the Chinese had in the 
north; but he was content to proceed south the next 
day, leaving Admiral Ting free to cruise as he 
pleased, and Chinese transports to cross the Gulf 
of Pechili without tisk of capture. Ting was, I 
believe, off the Yalu at the time to which I refer, 
and it would ces:tainly have simplified matters for 
the Japanese had the naval action taken place, say 
on the rith of August, with similar results to that 
of the 17th of September, more than a month later. 

I have now dealt with the naval strategy of the 
war, and I have endeavoured to show that the 
Japanese did not make full use of theie naval pre- 
dominance; and I now turn to their tactics, which 
were admirable in all cases, The way in which 
Marshal Yamagata’s force was convoyed to 
Chemulpo by Admiral Ito, with his look-out ships 
and advanced squadron covering the main body 
of the fleet, which was concentrated in steadiness 
to repel any hostile attack, showed a full appre- 
ciation of the necessities of the case; while at 
Pitzswo, before the attack on Port Arthur, and 
at Yung-ching Bay, when attacking Wei-hai-wei, 
the systematic cruising to prevent surprise, and in 
the latter case to keep touch with the enemy, 
which was done in great part by torpedo-boats, 
showed that the Japanese had little to learn from 
older navies. The torpedo-boat cruising off Wei- 
hai-wei in January and February, with the thermo- 
meter often little above zero, and with frequent 
gales, was first-rate; the officers and men showing 
wonderful spirit as well as good seamanship in 
cairying out this most trying service. I doubt if 
any European navy could have done it as well. 
In other respects, too, the Japanese navy showed 
how thoroughly the problems of modern naval 
requirements had been mastered. - The ships kept 
wonderfully efficient, being attended by their 
colliers, hospital and ammunition ships, and 
** nurses ”’ for the torpedo-boats ; the coaling being 
carried on almost continuously, when at anchor, 
by their own boats, which carried the coal in grass 
bags containing about half a hundredweight each. 
The landing of the troops was carried on mainly 
by sampans, and by coolies admirably organized ; 
the navy remaining prepared for service, an in- 
shore squadron only assisting with steamboats. 

But now to return to the naval battle of the 
Yalu. The very accurate account of the battle 
given (in the Century Magasine for August, 
1895) by ‘‘ Commander” McGiffin, a former 
American naval officer, makes it unnecessary for 
me to give it in detail; and Captain Mahan’s re- 
marks in the same magazine are so much to the 
point that I need only refer to a few circumstances, 
and to the matters on which I have been so fre- 
quently questioned, as set forth in the opening 
paragraph of this article. 

Let us look at the tactics of the two admirals. 
The Chinese fleet, which had been at anchor 
when the Japanese were sighted, immediately 
weighed and attempted to adopt a fighting for- 
mation said to have been advocated by Cap- 
tain Lang. It consisted in the ships acting in 
pairs in quarter line, the fleet thus forming a 
sort of indented line abreast; but it would be 
more properly described technically as ‘' sub- 
divisions (of 2 ships) in quarter line in line 
abreast,” the leaders of subdivisions being only 


two cables apart. In arranging the pairs, sister 
ships worked together: thus the Zing Yuen and 
Chen Yuen formed a pair; the Chao Yung and 
Yang Wei formed another pair; and soon, The 
atrangement has much to cecommend it, but it 
essentially demands specially well-trained officers 
accustomed to manceuvre in this formation, Under 
the ciscumstances it was a fatal error, Aa matter 
of fact the formation was never completed, and if 
it was right to station the two big ships in the 
centre, it was certainly wrong to put the two 
weakest, the Chao Yung and Yang Wei, as wing 
ships. These latter were tailing astern, as were 
others, so that to the approaching Japanese (the 
Chinese appear to be formed in a wedge or Vshape. 

The Chinese formation being as above, the 
Japanese attack was delivered in line abead, and 
Captain Mahan justly criticises both admitals,— 
the Chinese for having placed his weakest ships 
on the wings, andthe Japanese for moving dia- 
gonally across the front of the enemy to pass 
around his tight wing. But though this might 
be dangerous against a well-diilled squadron of 
equal force, we must remember that to Ito the 
Chinese appeared to be formed in a sort of wedge, 
and he reasonably trusted to the better speed of 
his ships and to the unwieldy formation of his 
enemy to avert ill effects. Like Nelson’s at Tra- 
falgar, the formation might not be theoretically 
perfect, but it was sufficiently good to lead up to 
victory, and perhaps after all was practically the 
best under the circumstances. In the lecture be- 
before referred to, Admiral Ito says :—" I ordered 
the First Squadron to attack the right wing of the 
enemy, and then come in upon his rear, utilizing 
for this purpose the great speed of the First 
Squadron.” He then states now by this attack 
the Chao Yung was quickly disabled and set on 
fire, and that Admiral Ting— concentrated his 
chief attack upon my Principal Squadron. I 
managed to keep as far away from him as pos- 
sible, with a view to attacking him from both sides 
—front and rear—when the First Squadron got 
astern of him.” This fully explains the intention 
of the Japanese Admiral, who decided to take ad- 
vantage of his better speed to give full effect to his 
strength in quick-firing guns, 

I may here remark that though the nominal 
speed of the Japanese ships only averaged some 
three knots more than that of the Chinese squad- 
ron, owing to theic being newer and betler cared 
for, I have reason to believe that five knots would 
more fairly represent the real difference, the Chao 
Yung and Yang Wed, for instance—nominally 
sixteen-knolts ships—being incapable of steaming 
more than seven knots. Practically, after the first 
collision, the Chinese lost all order, and’ contented 
themselves with a vain endeavour to keep bows on 
to their enemy—an impossible problem which the 
advocates of bow-fire quand méme should note, 
The Japanese, on the other hand, were always 
under control, and manceuvred effectually together 
in compliance with signal. Indeed it was not till 
the two Chinese ironclads were left alone, that the 
latter seem to have recovered any initiative, and 
the only wonder is that the Japanese did not 
succeed in destroying the whole of the rest of the 
squadron. 


Before leaving the Yalu battle I should like to 
refer tosome instances of special gallantry on both 
sides. Ou the Chinese side the captain of the 
Chen Yuen is stated to have fought his ship with 
great determination: she was pushed forward to- 
ward the Japanese fleet in an altempttoram, and 
was sunk by a storm of shot, though she continu- 
ed firing to the last. The Zai Yuen, on fire sp 
badly that the whole of her after part was literally 
burned out, was saved by the gallantry of her first 
lieutenant and broughtto Port Arthur, It is stat- 
ed that the captain proposed torun the ship ashore, 
but that the first lieutenant, who was down at the 
fire, persisted that it could be got under, and ow- 
ing to his noble example this was eventually done. 

In the Japanese squadron all seem to have be- 
haved well. The Hiyes and little Akag?t, having 
been left behind owing to their slow speed, were 
practically cut off from the remainder of their fleet, 
and had to run the gauntlet through the whole of 
the Chinese fleet, narrowly escaping destruction. 
Both ships were so much damaged as to be put out 
of action, the Akagi having her captain killed and 
her foremast shot away. The most notable in- 
stance of heroism, however, is stated to have oc- 
curred in the Matsushima. A shell from the Chen 
Yuen had exploded three of the heavy charges for 
the thirteen-inch guns, which had imprudently 
been allowed to accumulate in an exposed position, 
causing a loss of fifty killed and wounded, and 
there was imminent danger of the ship being 
blown up. Itis stated that this would have hap- 
pened but for the heroism of a petty officer 
stationed in the handing-room, who with great 
presence of mind instantly closed the door of the 
magaziue, placing his back against it. It is satise 
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factory to hear that this man’s life was saved 
though he was badly burned. 

I do not propose to follow the Yalu battle 
further, The Japanese only destroyed the four 
ships, King Yuen, Chih Yuen, Chao Yung, and 
Yang Wet,—the Kwan Chia being wrecked the 
same wight off Talienwan Bay; and the two 
Chinese iconclads made such a good defence that 
toward nightfall Admiral Ito withdrew. But the 
victory was complete, and from the 17th of Sep- 
tember the Pei-yang fleet, as a fighting squadron 
capable of meeting the Japanese fleet on equal 
lecms, had ceased to exist. It might still bea 
“ fleet in being,” but so crushed and humiliated, ‘as 
well as reduced in numbers, as to be of little value. 

The obvious lessons to be drawn from the fight 
are as follows :— 

1. The necessity for keeping a fleet under command. 

2. The advantage of the offensive. 

3. The advantage of speed. 
4. The advantage of quick-firing guns. 


5. The necessity of special precautions against fire, and 
of semoving all woodwork. 


6. ‘The uselessness (or worse) of thin screens or shields 
to guns. 


7. The necessity for not having accumulations of heavy- 
gun charges in exposed positions. 

On the two last points only is it necessary to 
make any remarks. As regards the sixth lessan 
the conclusion is drawn rather from the action of 
the 25th of July, and from the attack on Weibhai- 
wei, than from the Yalu battle. On the 25th of 
July the shield of the Z7sé Vuen’s starboard eight- 
inch gun was struck by a shot, causing some loss 
to the gun’s crew, and sending a shower of 
splinters across the deck, which killed or wound- 
ed neatly the whole crew of the opposite gun of 
similar calibre. As the result of this experience 
the Chinese had landed all their gun-shields be- 
fore the Yalu fight. The second instance is one 
drawn from Weihaiwei, when a shot from the 
Chinese batteries struck the shield of a machine- 
gun of the Yoshino, causing a loss of two killed and 
seven wounded, none of whom would have been 
touched but for the protecting (?) shield. 

With reference to the seventh lesson, the danger 
of the accumulation of powder is not a new one, 
and, as Captain Mahan argues, it is probably 
better to run some risk of explosion than for am- 
munition to be unavailable at a critical period. 

On the above points there can be little differ- 
ence of opinion; but there are others more debat- 
able, such as the relative value of belts versus deck- 
plating. On this point constructors may remark 
with satisfaction that, if we except the Satkio Maru 
transport, no ship in either fleet had her motive 
power or steering-gear injured. It is also clear 
that the forty-five Japanese quick-firing guns 
practically got the better of the eight protected 
heavy guns in the Chinese ironclads. On the 
other hand, it is claimed that the loss of life in the 
latter was comparatively small,-and that their 
plating was never pierced by the Japanese pro- 
jectiles, even though struck several times by the 
thirteen-inch guns of the Matsushima and her two 
sisters. It must be remembered, too, that the 
Chinese ironclads were thirteen years old, and 
that their guns were not of the newest pattern or 
supplied with «a sufficient number of common 
shell,§ so that the Yalu battle leaves the great 
question of armour protection and of cruisers 
versus ironclads much where it was. 

What, then, of torpedoes? The Japanese cer- 
tainly never fired any, and nevec intentionally 
closed to within fair torpedorange. The Chinese 
ships fired two or three, but as I gathered, rather 
to get rid of them in view of the danger of theie . 
being struck by a shot than with any expectation 
of damaging the enemy. I think we may say, 
then, that the Yalu battle bas proved that at least 
in a general action above-water torpedo discharges 
are useless. 

I now leave the Yalu battle, and I have only 
space for a few lines on the lessons to be derived 
from the operations which ended in the capture of 
Wei-hai-wei. These are not numerous, and 
they convey nothing new to us. It is evident that 
a mere passive defence is useless, and generally 
the Chinese ships refrained from offensive action 
and became helpless as the net closed around 
them. It is probable that after the mainland bat- 
teries had fallen into the Japanese hands their fleet 
might have entered the harbour and taken the 
Chinese ships, demoralized as they were; but no 
doubt possible submarine torpedoes acted as a 
deterrent, and Admiral Ito might well feel that 
his prey could not escape him. 

As to the successful torpedo attacks made by 
the Japanese, by which the Zing Yuen, Lat Yuen, 
and West Yuen were destroyed, whilst appreciating 


a 

81 thiok it was ‘‘ Commander’’ McGiffin who said, 
referring to the scarcity of common shell for the twelve- 
inch guns of the Chen Yuen, that when one came up from 
the shell-eroom during the action, “they nursed that shell, 
sit, like a hot-house plant.” 
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fully the dash and gallantry of the Japanese of- 
ficers, as well as their splendid devotion and sea- 
mauship to which I have already alluded, we must 
remember that one end of the boom defending the 
harbour was in Japanese hands, and that the Chi- 
nese ships were huddled together as close under 
the island of Liu-kung-tau as possible, to escape 
from the fire of the Japanese batteries, making no 
attempt to defend themselves by an inner boom or 
other obstructions. The boats accordingly had 
every advantage, and no doubt the Chinese, as 
usual, were “surprised” at the attack being de- 
livered from the southwest when they knew that 
the Japanese torpedo-boats must enter the bay in 
which they were lying from the east. Still the 
first attack was a failure, the boats being spitted 
on the boom, and in the first successful attack one 
boat gota shot through her boiler and one was 
wrecked, though subsequently got off again. 

One episode of Wei-hai-wei deserves a passing 
notice. On the 31st of January the Japanese 
carried all the eastern Chinese forts on the main- 
land, and as the attempts of the Chinese to blow 
up the batteries or to disable the guns had been 
only partially successful, the majority of the guns 
were serviceable, aud, the forts being manned by 
seamen gunners from the fleet, the guns were 
quickly turned on the Chinese ships aud the 
batteries on the island. Seeing this, the Ting Yuen 
got under way that afternoon, and, taking up a 
position .so as partially to enfilade them, she 
attacked two of the forts armined with twenty-one 
and twenty-four six-inch Keupp guns. The at- 
tempt was gallantly made, and one gun at least 
had its muzzle shot off by the ironclads’ gunners ; 
but an inspection of the fort—a fine modern one 
built under Von Hauneken’s superintendence— 
showed the practical invulnerability of modern 
sea forts against naval attack, though possibly 
they might be temporarily silenced by a storm of 
projectiles from quick-firing and machine guns. 

Iu reviewing the naval operations one must 
constantly read between the lines, and differentiate 
between Japanese and Chinese; as unless this is 
done, they can be made to prove anything. At 
Wei-hai-wei, for instance, we have seen the 
success of the Japanese torpedo-boats; but the 
Chinese had twelve torpedo-boats there, and they 
did nothing, making no attempts to harass the 
Japanese cruisers or to engage the fourteen jJapan- 
ese boats. ‘Their career was indeed inglorious. 
On the 8th of February, during a bombardinent 
of the island of Liu-kung-tau by the Japanese 
fleet, the twelve Chinese boats altempted to escape 
to the westward, making for Chefoo. ‘They were 
immediately chased by the Yoshino and other 
fast cruisers, and were all driven ashore, captured, 
or destroyed. With twa exceptions, they were old 
boats which certainly could not steam fifteen 
knots; probably twelve would be nearer the mark, 

I began this article with the question as to 
whether there was anything to be learned from 
the war which | have been considering, and | 
have endeavoured to answer it; but as I pro- 
ceeded I have become more and more impressed 
with what an old, old story it is. A wation 
imbued with courage, skill, and national spiri, 
has triumphed over one which lacked those quali- 
ties, trusting to half measures and blind chance ; 
each individual, with rare exceptions, being maint 
ly intent only on saving his own life and his in- 
dividual interests. Nevertheless, several instances- 
even in this war, have shown that the Chinese, 
when well led, are not wanting in courage, and 
with good organization they may yet become 
formidable. 

From the naval point of view one is struck with 
the fact of the eternity of general principles in 
strategy, and even in tactics, modern appliances 
notwithstanding ; and only shallow observers will 
fail to see the lessons which can be leariied from 
the campaigns of a Nelson, a Rodney, or a Suffren, 
if care is taken to adapt them to the circumstances 
of our own times. 
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LETTER FROM ST. LOUIS. 
—~--—__—_——__—_____-- 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT), 


St. Louis, February 14th. 

A suit is pending in the Courts of this city in 
which a Japanese and a Chinaman figure in a 
very sensational roll. There ace hundreds of 
Chinamen here, but only a half dozen Japanese. 
Mainly the Chinamen are laundry men, while the 
Japanese follow mercantile pursuits. Among the 
Celestials is one Fung Dig; who, unlike his fellows, 
is proprietor of a sture on Olive Street called by 
him “The Japanese Bazaar.” Iv this store is a 
lady clerk by the name of Maudie Gray who comes 
of a poor, but respectable St. Louis family, A year 
4go it was announced that Miss Gray was engaged 
to the Chinese proprietor, Fung Dig. The report 
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was denied at the time by Miss Gray’s parents, 
and things passed on until one day last week, 
when a Japanese, by name Gideon Kawamata, 
called at Fung Dig’s stove and was abruptly 
ordered out by the Celestial. Kawamata consulted 
an attorney, a police summons was issued against 
Fung Dig for disturbing the peace of Kawamata, 
and a story of love and romance was uneatthed of 
very sensational proportions. The case came up 
in the First District Police Court and was hotly 
contested by both parties. Ex-police Judge Morris, 
and Judge Spencec appeared for the Chinaman, 
and Attorney James M. Rollins represented the 
Japanese. The Japanese won the case, and the 
Chinaman was fined $5 and costs, from which deci- 
sion an appeal to a higher Court was taken. 

It developed during the proceedings that Mr. 
Kawamata was engaged to be married to Miss 
Gray, and that probably Mc. Fung Dig was aspir- 
ing in the same directions, and was in consequence 
jealous of Kawamata’s attentions to Miss Gray. 
Kawamata put witnesses on the stand to prove 


that on the day in question he went to the China- 


man’s store to purchase 3,000 Japanese napkins, 
and while in conversation with Miss. Gray who 
waited on him, Fung Dig insulted him and drove 
him from the store. Miss Gray was a promi- 
nent witness, and rather took sides with her 


Celestial proprietor, which has caused an ‘ erup- 


tion ” of feelings between herself and Kawamata, 


resulting in breaking up of the existing engage- 


ment, butrumour has it her intentions may now be 
toward Fung Dig. She istather a pretty gitl of 


19 years, and her entanglement with the Orientals 


has caused wide-spread talk and comment. 

Since my last letter the famous millionaire and 
double-murderer, Dr. Arthue Dustrow, has been 
tried again for his crime and convicted of 
murder in the first degree. 
backed by his millions will press the case through 
all the Courts of the land, even into the United 


States Supreme Court, seeking a reversal of the 


sentence of death passed upon him by the verdict, 
and it may be years before the law is avenged. 


Dustrow murdered his wife and child two years 


ago in a drunken frenzy after being out with a 
lewd woman the night previous. 

Late press reports in this country have it that 
Japan is still figuring on acquiring Hawaii as its 
territory. I believe it is an unwritten understand. 
ing here that in event of the next administration 
being 


not be doubted that the Harrison administration 
favoured annexation, and the Republican pasty 


will doubtless again favour it. In any event, since 


Japan proved herself such a formidable Power in 
her late war with China, her every action is now 
looked upon more of less of seriously. 





LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


— -----— 
(Reuter'’s “Japan Matt” Spgciat Service.) 


London, March 16. 


An Egyptian expedition will be sent to Don- 
gola on Friday next, numbering eight thousand 


men of all arms under the command of Gene- 
ral Kitchener. 
has also been ordered to Wady-halfa. 


It is stated that Lord Cromer has informed 
the Egyptian-Cabinet that one thousand British 
reinforcements will start for Egypt on the 
eighteenth instant. 

London, March 18, 

The decision of the British Government to 
send an expedition to Dongola has caused sur- 
prise and irritation in Paris. 


The Communique Press states that M. Ber- 
thelot, Minister of Foreign Affairs, has pointed 
out to Lord Dufferin the serious consequences 
thereof. 





Nagasaki, March 14. 
Captain Meyer, of the steamer Chow-Chow- 
foo is dead. 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ** Japan 
Herald,” the " Jaoan Gasette,”’ anu other Subscribers 
in Yokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, March 14. 

Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, has appointed Sir Richard Martin 
Commandant-General of Bechuanaland and 
Rhodesia and Deputy Commissioner for South 
Africa. The appointment is regarded as one 
that will seriously curtail the privileges of the 
Chartered Company. 








His able counsel, 


Republican instead of Democratic, then Ha- 
waii is to be annexed tothe United States. It can- 


The Steffordshire Regiment 


(“Specian” Tececram To “Japan Matu.’’] | 


London, March 14. 

Italy has opened negotiations for peace with 
King Menelek, and the departure of the Italian 
reinforcements for Abyssinia has been post- 
poned. 

The interviews that have taken place at Berlin 
between Count Goluchowski, Austrian Foreign 
Minister, and His Majesty Emperor William 
have confirmed the existing accord between 
Austria and Germany on all points. 


Exchange on London at Paris ......00+0025-31 
»> ov New York...... 4.88% 
(Tel. Trans.) 
London, March 17. 

Mr. Curzon, in reply to a question by Sir 
William Harcourt, stated in the House of Com- 
mons that in consequence of the threatening 
attitude of the Dervishes it had been decided | 
to advance the troops in Egypt to Akasheh 
(Central Dongola) and possibly they would 
ultimately go to Dongola, but it was not ex- 
pedient at present to disclose the plans of the 
Government. 


London, March 19. 

A despatch from Egypt states that the Der- 
vishes are within two hours’ march of Kassala 
and are awaiting the arrival of Osman Digna 
before attacking. 
Exchange on London at Paris... ......00000085-32 
Exchange on London at New York ......4.884¢ 
(Tel. Trans.) 


(From Tonxin Parzrs.) 
Paris, March 4. 
M. Faure was cheered at Nice. 
He received a visit from the Czarewitch. 
The interview was cordial, 
Paris, March 5. 
The Emperor of Austria paid a visit to M. 
Faure at Mentone. M. Faure returned the visit 
to the Emperor and Empress at Cap Martin. 
The interviews were very cordial. Political 
questions were not touched upon. 
Paris, March Ss. 
The Italian Chambers have been prorogued 
pending the receipt of General Baratieri’s report. 





Fasan, March 17. 

The Commander of a detachment of the 
Royal Guards, dispatched to deal with the in- 
surgents in Kwang-ju, has sent a letter to the 
leader of the rebels asking for his reasons in 
offering resistance to the Royal troops, and has 
informed him that if he continues {o resist a 
severe attack will be made upon him. The 
leader has replied that the rebels are not plot- 
ting against the Royal Troops, but wish to 
expel the Japanese, who murdered the Queen. 
The leader has requested the Guards to return to 
the capital, The Commander has sent another 
message informing the rebels that they are mis- 
taken in thinking the Japanese are Korea's 
enemies. To this no reply has been made, and 
the messenger has not yet returned to head- 
quarters. It is, therefore, considered that he 
has been detained by the rebels. 


Shanghai, March 17. 
Mr. Horiguchi, the new, Japanese Consul at 
Shasi, left here to-day for his post. 


Shimonoseki, March 18. 

A Soul correspondent under date the 13th 
inst. states that a steamer sent to Chin-nan-pho 
to bring back the Japanese residents at Phyong- 
yang has returned without effecting her purpose, 
her progress being interrupted by ice. It is 
expected that the ice will melt ina few days, 
and the steamer will then proceed to the port. 


Nagasaki, March 18. 
The British cruiser Porpoise bas arrived from 
Chefoo. 
Nagoya, March rg. 
Over six hundred soldiers left here for For- 
mosa to-day. 
About half-past eight o’clock this morning an 
explosion of powder took place in the barracks, 
and three soldiers were badly injured. 


Fusan, March 18. 

A report has reached here that a Japanese 
residing in the neighbourhood of Gensan, has 
been killed while attempting to escape with his 
child to Gensan. — 
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CHESS. 
—>--—----—— - 


(Ale Qumunticationg to be addressed to the (luees Koren ) 








The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day ane Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
to 11 p.m, 


Visitors to Yokohama aud Officers of ships 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club dur- 
ing thei stay in this port. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets al the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


So.uTion oF Prosiem No, 220. 


WHITE. BLACK, 
1—Pto Ktg 1—P takes B 
a—Kt to Kt 6 ch, 2—KwQ4 
3—K 1 takes P, mate 

1—K to 
2—Ktto O Bach. 2—K to BE: 
3—B to O 5, mate 

1—Kt takes P 
2—Kt to QO 5 dis ch. 2—K takes B 
3—Kt to B 7, mate 

1—P to O04 
2—Kt to Kt 6 double ch. 2—K takes B 
3—Kt to B 8, mate 

I—PtoBs 
2—Kt takes P ch, a—KtoK 5 


3—B to O5, mate. 
Correct answers from Shogi, W.D.C., Digamma, 
W.HLS., E.J.K., J.D., and W.d.H. 
Prosiem No. 222. 
By Messrs. CuocoLous and Dosrusky. 


BLACK. 


VY Z 





wHits, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


Honexone Cuess Crus, 
We have received a letter from Mr. T. H. Reid, 
4 distinguished member of the above club, which we 
print below; and are sure that our readers will be 
glad to have more light on the Tennison Gambit. 
We aie glad to learn that Chess flourishes in 
the Crown Colony and that there is a prospect of a 
Chess column in the China Mail at an early date. 


Sir,—Some mouths ago in publishing Game 
404 (Linden v, Ridley) which opens :— 


WHITE. BLACK, 
i—K Kt to B3 1i—P to Q4 
2—P to K 4 (a) 2—P takes P 
3—Ki to Kts 3—-BtoB4 


you appended the note (a) “If this sacrifice is 
new—and we do not remember seeing it before— 
we must christen it the *Linden Gambit.’ ‘The 
opening is not without met.” The opening was 
familiar to me, and I have played it frequently 
within recent months, but on different lines from 
those adopted by Mr. Linden, It is no new open- 
ing. It appeared some seven or eight years ago 
in the Mew Orleans Times Democrat. As the play 
arising ont of the opening may be new to you and 
your readeis, perhaps you may not be avetse to 
reproducing Game No, 4u4 with the following 
addendum :— 

Tue Tennison GamBit (or Biack Rook’s 

GAMBIT). 

“This isa wew opening lately brought before 
the chess public by the New Orleans Times Demo- 
crats, and the invention of a strong member of the 
local club, by name O. M. Tennison. Ln his letter 
to the Times Democrat, the inventor gives asa 
specimen of the new opening the following gamelet, 
and suggests that the opening might be called the 


BLACK ROOK’S GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK. 

Mr. T. Mr. B. 
1—Kt to KB3 1—P 10 04 
a—Pto K 4 2—P takes P 
3—Ktto Kt5 3—PtoK B4 


4—Bto Bg 4—Ktito K R3 
5—Kt takes R P! 5—R takes Kt 

6—Q to R 5ch. 6—K to Q 2 

7—O to Kt 6 7—R to R sq. 

8—B to K 6 ch. 8-KtoB3 

9o—B takes B dis, ch. s—Q 10 O03 

10—O to K 8 ch. 10—K to Kt 3 

11—Q to R4! and Black resigns, for if 11...... 


toB3; 12—Qto Kigzch, KtoR3; 13—Kt 
2 B 3, any; 14—B takes P ch. And if 11—P to 
KX 3 then 12—P to O R 3, &c. 


“The Chess Editor of the 7%mes Democrat 
adds:—* Add to this the likelihood of such lively 
aud ingenious play as is shown in Mr. Tennison’s 
pretty little gamelet given above, and the new 
gambit would certainly seem well worthy of the 
attention both of the player and the analyst.’ 

“In a further letter Mr. Tennison gives the 
following :— 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Mr, T. Mr. X. 

1i—Ktto K B3 1—P to O04 
2—Pto K4 2—P takes P 
3—Kt to Kt 5 3-BtoB4 
4—QO to K 2! 4—K Kt to B3 
5—O to Kt 5 ch. 5—B to < 2 
6—O takes P 6—B to B 3 
7—Bto Kt 5! 7—QO 10 O04 


8—B takes Bch.! and White won speedily. 

“At the sides match, Over Forty v. Under 
Forty, played at the Manchester Chess Club, on 
Saturday the following game was played between 
the two leaders, the younger player springing the 
vew opening on the unsuspecting veteran, It will 

e seen that this game is identical with the first 
one quoted above, as far as the 11th move:— 


TENNISON GAMBIT, 


WHITE. BLACK. 

N. T, Miniato. Mr. Jones. 
I—Kito K B3 1—P to 
2—PtoK 4 2—P takes P 
3—Ki to Kt 5 3--PtoK Bg 
4—Bto Bg 4—Kito KR 3 
5—Kt takes R P 5—R takes Kt 
6—O to R §chi. 6—K to 2 2 
7—V to Ki 6 7—R to R sq. 
8—BK to K 6 ch. 8—K io B3 
Q—B takes B dis. ch, 9-0 0 03 

10—Q to K 8 ch. 1o—K to Kt 3 
11—-PtwoOR4G 11—P w R 3 
12—P 10 03 12—Pto B 4 
13—Kit to ° 2 13--K to B2 
14—Kt to B 4 14—Q to O sq. 
1I5s—BtoK B4gch. 15—K takes B (a) 


16—Kt to K 6 mate. 


(a) This move was, of course, made instead of resigning, as 
after 15...... Rto K 4; 26—B takes P ch., P to Q3; 27—B takes 
B ch., Q takes B; 18—Q takes R, Black isa Ruok behind and 
nothing to play for.’” 


In sending you the above quotation from the 
Haslingdean Guardian, let me express my appre- 
ciation of your Chess Column, 

Yours faithfully, Tuos. H. Rem. 

Hongkong, February 29th, 1896. 


We clip the following from the China Mail and 
the games will give some idea of Mr. Reid’s powers 
as a player over the board. 


Mr. Thos, H. Reid, one of the first-class players 
of the Hongkong Chess Club, gave an exhibition 
of simultaneous play in the Club Rooms. There 
was a small attendance of members, but some in- 
teresting games were played. Play commenced 
about 9.20, and finished five minutes before mid- 
night. For simultaneons play, the games pro- 
gressed with reasonable rapidity, on several occa- 
sions Mr. Reid having to pass on to another 
board because his opponents wee not prepared 
to make their moves in turn, The simultaneous 
player had nine opponents, and a calculation at 
the close of play gave his average at about 120 
moves per hour. The first game was scored by 
Mr. Reid shortly after the start, his victim being 
Mr. Solly. A pretty combination proved fatal to 
Mr. Setna, who might have won a pierce eatly in 
the game, but overlooked the chance in his haste 
to develop. Then Mr, Reid sesigued to Mr, 
Moses. In this game both were left with Rook 
and Bishop, but Mr. Moses had a decided super- 
jority of pawns and playing carefully, as he always 
does, he was bound to win as soon as he forced 
the game. Mr. Cowen played weakly in a French 
Defence (game given below), and should have 
been checkmated two moves sooner than he was 
in actual play. The draws with Mr. Hooper and 
Mr. Batlow were faitly even. Mec. Hooper was 
left with two Rooks and two pawns (on opposite 
sides of the board) against Rook and Bishop and 
five pawns; and with care Mr. Reid might have 
placed a win to his credit, but there was no time 
to finish the game, a remark which applies to Mr, 
Barlow’s, the prettiest game of the evening. It is 
also given below, with notes by Mr. Barlow. The 


Digitized by (oc gle 


of want of time to finish. In Mr. Danenberg’s 
game M:. Reid was a piece up, with a good posi- 
tion; Mr. Solley had lost two pieces and could 
not have saved the game. 
The following are two of the games :— 
Game No. 453. 
FRENCH DEFKNCE. 


WHITE, BLACK. 

Reid. wen, 
I—PtoK 4 I—P to K3 
2—Pt0Q4 2—PtoQO4 
3—KitoO B3 3—B to Kt 5 
4~—P a 5) . ae takes Kt? 
5—P takes 5—P toO Bg (b). 
6—Ki to B3 6—Kt oe 2 
7—-BioK Kts 7—Ktto B3 
8—Bio Kts5 8—!t ito O2 
o—B takes Kt 9—B takes B 

to—Castles 10—O to R4 
11—B takes Kt 11—K takes B 
sii to g 2 12—P to B 5 (c) 
13—K to K sq. 13—Q Rito K B sq. 
14—P to Bg 14—B to fe 2 
Is—Ktito B3 I5—PtoK R3 
16—K R to O Kt sq. 16—O to B2 
17—O Ito sq. 17—PtoO Kt 3 
18—Pi ORG 1i8—PtoOR4 
19—O to K 3.ch. 19—K to O sq. 
20—Q to 0 6 (d) 20—O takes 
21—P takes 3 21—B to B 3 (e) 
22—R takes 22—BtoQ2 
23—-R to R6P 23—P to B3 
24—-R takes P 24—Rto B2 
25—RtoR8ch. 25—B to B sq. 
26—R to Kt sq. 26—K to O2 
27—R to Kt 8 27—R (B 2) to B sq. 
28—R to R7 ch. 28—K takes P 
29—K to R 4 (fF) 29—R (R sq.) to Ki sq. 
30—PioR5 30—P to Kt 3 
31—R to Kt 6 mate. 

NOTES. 


a) B toQ 3 or P takes P more usual. 
nS Mr. Cowen’s favourite way of continuing. An essential 
move of the Defence in all the better known variations. 
c) Seldom good. He should clear the Q B file for hie pieces, 
otherwise he retards his chances ot attack. 
(4d) The object of the peripatetic player is to simplify the 


game. 


Black even if he does not exchange loses a pawn on the 


Q side and White is enabled to push forward. 


e) A wasted move. 


Black does not play this Bishop well. 


f) Overlooking the mate e9—R to Kt 


Game No. 454. 
IRREGULAR OPENING. 


WHITE BLACK. 
Reid. Barlow. 

i—K:i to KB3 I—P to K 3 
tie it 2—-P 004 
3—P tw K3 3—Kt to 9 B3 
4—-PtoQ B4 4—P takes P 
5—K: 10 0 B3 5—Bio Kt5 
6—B takes P 6—K Kt to K2 
7—PtoOR3Z3 7—Bi0 03 
8—PwOKt4 8—Castles 

—BtoQO 3 9—-BtoQ2 
mon to B2 10o—Kt 33 4 (a) 
11—P to Kt 4 11—R to K sq. 
12—P takes Kt 12—P takes P 
13—B takes P 13—B takes B 
14—O takes B 14—Pto. KR3 
I53—PtoKR4 15—P to K Kt3 
10-2 t0oO3 16-O to B3 
17—PtoK 4 17—-Bio BS 
18—KitoQ 5 183—O to B4 
19—B takes B (b) 19—O takes Kt 


20—K to O 2 


20—K takes P 


21—B to K3 21—Q R to O sq. 
22—R to R3 22—K to O sq. 
23—K to B3 23—Ktto Ka 
24—O 0 B4 24—0 to 03 
25—K to Kt 3 25—Kt to 04 
26—R to K sq. 26—Kt ve) t 3 
27—-U to O03 27—O toOqch. 
aR lo 8: 28—Ktto R 5 ch. 
29—K to ¢ 2 29—Kt to Kt 7 
30—O to B3 30—O to R 7 
31—K to Bsq. 31—Kr to B 5 (c) 


NOTES, 
(a) A mistake. White comes out a piece ahead in the ex- 


change that follows. 


b) This error breaks up White’s attack completely. 


c) Winnin 
draw at midnight. 


The following was the full score :— 


W. C. Barlow 


B. L. Batliwata..secscsseeses O 
T, COW sevcceccresecescsscssies O 
M. J]. Danenberg .......0.0006. 0 
J. HOOPer suscseccstcescesees oeeee 

EB. J» Moses ..ccsccccvccccesccsee E cones 
G,. Piercy, Juttassssrssssaevssace O 
S. D. Seta cresccccrccsccscceces O 


W. J. Solly 


eee eee eet teeter eeeeeee Oo 


a pawn at least. The game was abandoned as a 


Reid, 


N= = O oe me et ms op 


Won 7, drawn 2, lost 1. 


Tokyo versus YOKOHAMA. 
The small match between teams from the above 


games with Mr. Danenberg and Mr. Piercy and| clubs was played at the Tokyo Hotel yesterday : 
Mr. Solly’s second game, were given up because’ resulling in a tie, each side securing 4 games. 
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At three o’clock play commenced, Tokyo winning 
the toss and securing first move. At board one, 
the Club champions met, but the Yokohama man 
failed to come off against his powerful antagonist. 
The first game was a French defence which 
opened in Griffin’s favour, but he soon spoiled his 
chance by giving away his Queen for absolutely 
nothing: and, although he kept up a Sayers-like 
fight for an hour and a half could wot secure the 
victory. The second game at this table lasted two 
hours. It was a Q. P. vpening and after a good 
steady battle was won by Mr. Walz on its merits, 

At the second board Tennant and Mason cone 
tended. The first: game was a Queen’s gambit 
declined which, after some vicissitudes, resulted in 
a victory for the Yokohama side. The second 
game was a Sicilian defence which did not avail 


against White’s steady attack, and Mr. Tennant: 


gradually pressed his opponent to a surrender. 

At board No. 3. “Their Excellencies” main- 
tained a very equal combat, each player winning 
one game: Tokyo the first, and Yokohama the 
second. 

At board No. 4. Davieson won the first game 
in excellent style, but collapsed in the second, 
giving Krug an easy victory therein, 

We are delighted to hear that arrangements are 
in progress for having the return match in Yoko- 
hama during the early part of April. These 
friendly réunstors do a would of good and should 
be encouraped. 

The Yokohama team were the guests at dinner 
last evening of the Tokyo Chess Club; and after 
a pleasant hour at table the company adjourned to 
the Chess 1:oom to witness the conclusion of the 
play at No. 2board. We give the complete score. 
sheet below :-— 


Tokyo. Yokohama. 
Walz ....... vaigdvedvcdadee. 2 [COTIMING svevecveestentcsee. © 
Masottc.csccscssccscccsepes Of LEMMANL ciccoscccessees 2 
Dutiicccccccccccccccceseseee I | Wollbieiom....cosccesenee I 
Krug ceccossecsscsnesseeee If Davies vecccsecsseeees I 
4 4 








MALL STEANERS. 


—_———_——__— 
THE NKXT MALE tS Duk 

From America oi... perO.&Q.Co, Sunday, Mar. 2and * 
From Hongkong ...... per P. & O.Co Sunday, Mar. 2and.¢ 
From America... per P. M. Co. Tuesday, Mar. gtst.! 
From Hongkong ...... perC. P.R. Co. Thureday, Mar. 26th.) 
Brom Europe, via 

Hongkong .sccscceveee per M. M. Co. Wed’day, Mar.agth, 
From Canada, &c..,.... per ©. P. R. Co. Sunday, April sau. 
From Europe, vit 

Hongkong .iecccesecee per N. D. \.loyd Wed’day, Aprilsgth 





* Doric left San Francisco on March sth. t Ancona left Naga- 
sakion March igth. % China left San Francisco on March 14th. 
¢ Empress of Japan left Hongkong on March 18th. 


Tee NEXT MALL I BAVes 
sr Europe, vid Hong: 
n 


ON] ccccecccscccereceoees pecN. 1. Lloyd Saturday, Mar. erst, 
For Europe, via Shang- 

Ha’ weeccessesseevecevseenes ver M. M. Co, Sunday, Mar. aand, 
for Victoria, B.C....... per N, bP. Co. Tuesday, Mar. agth. 
For America ........000 per P, M.Co. Tuesday, Mar. sgth. 
For Canada, &c. ..... perC.P.R. Co, Friday, Mar. agen. 
Bor Hongkong .....cc0 ver P.& 1). Co. Saturday, Marc. aBth, 
For Victoria, B.C....... rer O.R.& N.Co. saturday, Mar. s8th. 
for America ............ perQ,&O.Co, Tuesday, Mar. gst. 
for Hongkong ......... per CO. PLR. Co, Monday, April 13th. 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
— ——_—_@—_____ 

ARRIVALS. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,940, Inman Sealby, 13th 


March,—Hongkong vid ports, 6th Match, Mails 


and General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Petitcodiac, Norwegian barque, 654, E. Evensen, 
14th March,—Rangoon 6th December, Teak 
Wood.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Altmore, British steamer, 1,297, Watson, 15th 
March,—Porttand, Or., via Honolulu, 14th Feb- 
tuary, General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

City of Peking, Ameriean steamer, 3,128, J. T. 

mith, 5th March,—San Francisco 25th Feb- 
tuary, via Honolulu 30d March, Mails and 
‘General:—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Keemun, British steamer, 1,985, Geo. L. Castle, 
t5th Maich,—New York via Glasgow and 
Birkenhead, General.——-W. M. Strachan & Co. 

Kriemhild, German steamer, 1,870, Fosch, 15th 
March,—Hamburg vid ports, General.—Simon, 
Evers & Co. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- 
bald, 16th March,—Vancouver,B.C., 2nd March, 
igs and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway 

oO. 

Caseo, British schooner, 63, Le Blanc, 16th March, 
—Victoria, B.C., 16th January, Sealing Gear.— 
lr. M. Laffiu. 

Umbrina, British schooner, 98, Campbell, 16th 
March,—Victoria, B.C., rith January, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

Katherine, British schooner, 60, J. E. Fulton, 17th 








Aglaia, 
Allie T. Algar, British schooner, 80, C. E. Locke, 


Sadie Turpel, British schooner, 56, A. Crane, 18th 


Dardanus, British steamer, 2,507, Gregory, 18th 


Glenogil, British ship, 2,300, Stevenson, 18th 


Strathesk, British steamer, 1,454, Taylor, c4th 





March,—Victoria, B.C., 2nd January, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

German steamer, 1,666, Madsen, 17th 
March,— Hamburg vid potts, General,—Simon, 
Evers & Co. 


18th March,—Victoria, B.C., 2nd Jatsuary, 
Sealing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 


March,—Victoria, B.C., vid Queen Charlotte 
Island, and Masatts Island 17th January, Seal- 
ing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 


March,—Liverpool vid ports, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 


March,—New York 19th September, 93,500 
cases Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 


Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 


18th March,—Hongkong 12th March, Mails 
and General.—H. Ahrens & Co., Nachf. 

Glenorchy, British steamer, 1,822, Sommer, roth 
March, —London vid ports, General.—Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Otto, British schooner, 86, McLeod, roth March, 
—Victoria, B.C., 8th January, Sealing Gear.— 
T. M. Laffin. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
W. J. Russell, roth March,—San Francisco 6th 
February, viA Honolulu 5th March, Mails and 
General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Benalder, British steamer, 1,294, Thomson, roth 
March,—Hongkong vid ports, and Kobe 18th 
March, General.—Cornes & Co. 

Triumph, British schooner, 98, C. Cox, 19th 
March,—Victoria, B.C., 8th January, Sealing 
Gear.—Captain J. G. Cox. 


DEPARTURES. 

Strathnevis, British steamer, 1,863, Pattie, 13th 
March,—Hongkong vid ports, General.—Dod- 
well, Ca:lill & Co. 

Vera, British schooner, 62, W. Shields, 13th 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Captain 


Cox. 

M.M. Morrill, American schooner, 43, Ed. Cau- 
tillion, 13th March,—North Pacific, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

Sikh, Beitish steamer, 2,735, Rowley, r4th March, 
—Hongkong vid Kobe, General.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 


March,—Hongkong vid Otaru, Ballast.—Dod- 
well, Carlill & Co. 

Willard Ainsworth, American schooner, 4o, E. 
Crockett, 14th March,—North Pacific, Sealing 
Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
15th March,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

ae British steamer, 2,940, Inman Sealby, 15th 

arch,—San Francisco, Mails and General.— 
O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Elsie, American schooner, 60, Fred. Currie, 15th 
March,—Noith Pacific, Sealing Gear—T. M. 
Laffin. 

Lucile, American ship, 1,329, Ballard, 16th March, 
—Hongkong, Ballast.—T. M. Laffin. 

Radnorshire, British steamer, 1,889, F. Davies, 
R.N.R., 16th March,—New York vid Suez 
Canal, General._—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi 
bald, 16th March,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Altmore, British steamer, 1,297, Watson, 17th 
March,—Hongkong vid ports, General. 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Geneva, British schooner, 98, Wm. O'Leary, 17th 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. M. 
Laffin, 

Kriemhild, German steamer, 1,870, Foerck, 19th 
March,—Havre and Hamburg via ports, Gene. 
ral.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Casco, British schooner, 63, Le Blanc, roth March, 
—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. M. Laffin, 
Allie T. Algar, British schooner, 80, C. E. Locke, 
19th March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. 

M. Laffin. 

Koreets (7), Russian gunboat, Captain Linda- 

strome, 1gth March,—-Chemulpo. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 

Per Abdterican steamer City of Peking, from 
San Francisco vid Honolulu:s—Dr. and Mrs. G 
O. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Mundy, Mr. and 
Mrs. F. L. Loomis, Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Baird, 
Mr.and Mes. A. FE. Chamot, Mrs. A. E. Ovden, 
Mr. W. A. Mosscrop, Mc. A. J. H. Calill, Me. E. 
Lincoln, Consul E, Von Dockum, Mr. C. Wilson 
Porter, Mr. W. T. Sylvester, Mr. and Mes. C. 
Jeusen, Mc. and Mis. J. M. Davand, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. F. O'Fallon, Mr. G. W. Dickie and son, 
Mr. E. W. Ogden, Mr. J.S. Creamer, Dr. Schmidt 


Google 



















Vancouver; B.C 


Doherty, Mr. J. E. Dubois, Rev. Mc. Fenwick, 










Leda and servant, Mr. F. W. Hopps, Jus., Mr. 
L. Packer, Mr. J. Fischer, and Mr. J. A. Thomp- 
son and family in cabin. 
aud Mrs. Chas. Reed and Miss M. Sutheiland ia 
cabin. 


For Hongkong :-—=Mr. 


Pec British steamer Empress of China, from 
Mr. A. C. Bowes, Mr. W. 


Mr. Geo. Flood, Mr. S. ¥. French, Mr. Chas. A. 


Graham, Mr. J. Griffiths, Mrs. S. Haywood, Mr. 


Edward Hutchison, Dr. E. H. Horsey, Mr. H. 


Kennedy, Mr. J.C. l.you, Mr. J. M. Mussen, Me, 
W. J. Morse, Mr, and Mis. A. W. Vosburg, Mr. 
W.S. Ward, Mr. Walter S. Young, and Mr. G 
S. Beebe in cabin; 3 passengers in second class, 
and 15 Japanese and 61 Chinese in steerage. 


DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco :—= 
Mr. H. Abegg, Miss Belinfante, Mr. G. J. Camp- 
bell, Miss C. Collier, Di. L. A. Conner, Mr. and 
Mrs. Geo. B. Cooksey, Mr. W. B. Edminster, 
Dr. J. H. Gaines, Captain Hagino, Dr. Hirai, 
Médécin Majeuc de 2ud Classe, Attaché a l’Am- 
bassadeur, Mr. S. Kadji, Attaché a Ambassadeur, 
Mr. Kawasaki, Secretaiie au Ministre des 
Affaires Etrangéres, Attaché a Ambassadeur, 
Madame V. Languellier, Mr, Lang Lung Fong 
aud servant, Mi. K. Mochizuki, Mr. Hegishi, 
Captain Oshima, Attaché a Ambassadeur, Mr. 
G. Porter, Mr. J. Shannon, Mr. J. W. Shannon, 
Mr. L. G. Stevenson, Mr. Terazaki, Attaché a 
VAmbassadeur, Mr. Tsudzuki, Directeur-Generale 
and Attaché, Mr. E. R. Vail, Madame M. de 
Valpincon, Mr. Alvert Wagner, Mr. D. S. Wate 
son, and Marshal Marquis Yamagata, Ambassa- 
deur Exteaordinaire en Mission Speciale de la 
Majesté |'Empereur du Japon, in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of China, for Hong- 
kong vid ports:—Mr, H. Mutsu, Mr. and Mis. T. 
S. Baker, Miss Eldiidge, Miss Fanny Eldridge, 
Mc. S. D. Hepburn, Major Jameson, Mr. Craw- 
ford, Mr. A. J. H. Carlill, Mr. Danckwerts, Mr. 
E. Learned, Des ard Mrs. G. O. Taylor, Mr. and 
Mrs, J. R. Hoyle, Mr. C. S. Averill, Me. Juno. W. 
Cain, and Mrs. J. R. Robinson in cabin; Mr. T. 
Yoshida in second class, and Mr. Chin Yun Yon 
in steerage. 








LATESY COMMERCIAL. 
———__-> 
IMPORTS. 


Market quiet with small sales. With the 
spring approaching there should soon be a fair 
demand for Lawns and light-weight Fancies, but 
dealers do not seem lo be in any great hurry. 


COTTOU PHECIC GOOUS. 
PER rieca. 
Grey Shistings—84 th, s8¢ yds. gyinches $2.30 to 2.90 
Grey Shirtings—oln, 38) yds. asinches 2.75 to 3.30 
I. Cloth—-7)b, 24 yards, s2inches...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, qginches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, 3oinches,, 200 to 3.75 
Cotton—-Italians and Satteens Mack, PEM YARD. 
99 INCHES... cee ceeeee ee eeeaeeceereeeee 0.16 (0 0.22 
: PER riecs, 
Velvets—Black, 35 yards, aainches ... 8.c0 to §0,00 
Victoria Lawns, t2 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.7§ to 0.90 
Turkey Reds—a.oto 2.41b,24/25 yards, 
JOINCHES ccecesceeae ceceesseeerseeeeeeee 1,60 FO 0.75 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 31h, 24/25 yards, 
GO INCHES crrseecsrceerescosecsceeneesoneee, 8-85 te 3,00 
Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 
32 INCHES virccsseeceeseecsesesoeeeseaeeres 9B G LO 2.65 
Vurkey Reds—4.8 to sib, 24/25 yards, 
R2TACH OS 0. ... cee seececceseverten crreere ZBQOLO 3.30 
WOOLLMHES. PER YARD, 


Flaamed..... wc ccc ccc ccc cee cases ceeeee eoesese, $0.90 tu 0.476 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches hest 0.35 to o.4t 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 


Medinm dgeaass yeahs aussanva ane v.30 to 0.324 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 

Common vi. ccccceccecee cee seeeeeceeseneee O<.95 tee 0,274 
Mousseline de J.aine—Crapo, 24 yards, 

QU PCH EB... ee eee eee eee ese cee eeeeee OES lu v.22 
Cluths—Pilots, §; @ 5S inches ........ 0.95 ‘to 0.50 
Cloths—Presidonts, 54 @ SG inches ... 0.60 t0 0.65 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ 56 inctes ......... 0.40 190.70 
Rieuketn—Scarlet and Green, 3to sth, 

Per MW oo. cece cee ee eee ee eee 0,60 tn 0.75 

COTTON VARS, PER PICUL, 
Huw. 16.94, Singles 00.0.0... 20... cerere cee eae cee coe ope =e. 
Nes. 28/32, Singles ...............cc0cee cee cee caneee sosees 
Nos. 38/42, Singles 0. ..5..0 cee soe vss con ceeseees 
Nos. 32, Doubles ............cce eee es ~ 
Nos. 42, Doubles ........ i dshisud a¥neatangetauccsiewe oo 
NOB, 2/60, Plait. iccec ccc cece ee ene sects eeeaneene PP 
Nos. 2/80, Pp TO eTIeT er Serer TeTIRTIOTIOCrerie Tei er rery i] 
Now, 2/100, Plain .icsccccccecccecee cesses ces geveeteencee eee | & 
N08; 4°60, GaSROG .scsci few o cgessnkSinsiue dea nedaesew ane 
Ning. 2°80, Gassed .o5: 5555 5s. cece de sdk deen ves eavaseres 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed .. | ..ssccee see eee secon sen eee aoe ene = 

AIICT ALS. 


_ Nogreat change'in the situation, Holders firm 
in sympathy with home-side prices ; and exchange 
seems to be turning in their favour also. 

Pen VICUL, 
$3.20 to 3.25 
4.25 (0.3.30 
3.20 to 3.30 


hat mam, fiche cee cece ce cee eee 
Flat Ware, & Gncbe ic. sce cce ccs csesse see ccs seen 
Round and square upto Pinch oo... 
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BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Iron Plates, apsorted .......6. cc. cce cee ceeces 4.50 to 4.65 


ECOGE CHE siasscteaigecid dewsei act danse 4.30 10 4.50 ahah Ail 
G | i I RRR ee ee eee hee eee . e ® * arch I th. 

Wire Maile en ped nits iaaays es a“ e30 Latest mail advices from Shanghai bear the date 
lin Platen, per bozo... 5.60 to §-90 of the 6th instant and report the following changes 
Phe Bei, PAW H.sce cnr sac sce 1.60 to 1.65 in the share market ,x—Indo-Chinas have improved 


KMROSUNE, ' 

No change. Fresh arrivals help to keep up 

the stock and confirm buyers in their “handsto- 
mouth ” policy. 

AGBNCRD sii ddiurrnnes 

NDUEEEE: yaiiscies cos teesseabevaveteaaees 

MAMI OE cicisnd esac tivase kev'ecisideake aes 

SUGAK, 
Browo—Market fair with unchanged quotations. 
White—Prospects of business are good; the stocks 


among dealers and consumers cunning low, 
YER PICUL, 


«+ $4.40 tO 4.50 


hai Sumatras Tis. 99 to ‘Ils. 105; Lankats Tis. 
275 to Tls. 310; Horse Bazaars Ts, 53 to Tis. 
57-50, and Hall & Holtzs $30 to $32. 

Fo: ward sales consist of Indo-Chinas at T's. 48 
and $66 from Hongkong for Apzil clearance, at 
Tls. 49 for May, and Tls. 50.50 for July; Farn- 
hams at Tls. 192.50 for 31st March; Straits at $28 
for March, $29 for April, and $30.25 for May; 
China Sugars at $118.50 for March aud $118 and 
$125 for Tule Lankats at Tls. 320 for April and 
May; and Horse Bazaars at T'ls. 55 for April. 


sreseteesecee $2.00 10 2.55 
2.10 


Brown Takao ........... 





pale Pues eet ny rs a Before the result of the working of the China 
Brown Camtom cscssiices scvscososssscessevcre 4.00 to 4.70 Mutual S, N. Co, leaked out, T'ls, 52.50 was ac. 

White Java and Penang ..............4. 6.70 to 6.80 cepted for Preference and ls. 14 for ordinary 
White Refined 2.0.0... cece eteteee eee 6 OOLO 9.98 shares, but there are now buyers at higher rates. 

Saher sOneew hasnt ‘| The following synopsis of the result of the work- 

EXPORTS. ings for the Taku Tug & Lighter Co,, Shanghai 


Cargo Boat Co., Co-operative Cargo Boat Co., 
aud of the Shanghai-Sumatia Tobacco Co., may 
be interesting, Taku—The Balance of Working 
Account is equal to 30.81 per cent. of the Capital; 
the gross earnings exceed those of 1894 by 
$52,021.40; and the net profit is equal to 22.36 
| per cent. of the Capital, which has been disbursed 
} in the payment of a dividend of 10 per cent. (final 
making 17 per cent. for the year), $28,571.43 to 
Reserve Fund, $1,000 to Reserve for Equalization 
of Dividend, and $18,482.04 carried forward. 
Shanghai Cargo—The net profits amount to ‘T'ls, 

72,803.80, equal to 36.40 per cent. on the Capital. 

A final dividend of 10 per cent, has been paid, 
shareholders receiving 18 per cent. for the year. 


RAW SILK. 

The situation is bad and dealers feel the crisis 
very acutely. With 16,000 piculs in stock and 
another 5,000 piculs of Spring reelings wear at 
hand holders are feeling very sick. There is some | 
enquiry for Good Filatures at low prices, but it 
does nut amount to any great thing and all quota- 
lions are nominal: the native merchants getting 
demoralised and not knowing which way to turn. 


ALL QUOTATIONS NOMINAL. 
WASTE SILK. 


Some business continues at quotations: and 
buyers are busy sorting and packing their recent 
purchases, Holders current and anxious to go on, 


QUOTATIONS.—-(NEW WASTE.) Loss is Tls. 29,667.78, from which after deducting 


Noshi—Filature, Best 2.00. ..csesscceeee $105 tO 180 Tis. 7,000 as an imerim dividend of 7 per cent., 
Noshi~Filature, Good ......c.cceceseeess 100 to 108 |a final dividend of g per cent. has jbeen paid. 
ee a aang sone i ideal es = i | SumatrasThe balance of 1895 shows a credit of 
NoshinOehe, Midi ok as, a to 105 Ts. 144,032.23, from which has to be deducted 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ......... seed ams the interim dividends of 50 per cent, paid in July, 
Noshi—Shinshu, Good woe 55 to 65 aud 15 per cent. paid in December, after which it 
Noshi—Bushu, Best ........e cee ceseee + 10g toto is proposed to pay a final dividend of 25 per cent., 
Noshi—Bushu, Good ttereecenceeceeteneee QOS 10 100 making go per cent. for the year, besides making 
pat Sg Ye a ie nelariaaet eghc's eicbiae . 7 974 further provisions liberally. 

NoshiJoshu, Fai. cca §§ te sab | ,pHongkong Lands have been sold locally to 
Kibiso—Filature, Rig etsy ac ieee BE bo DO Hongkong at $73; shares are offering locally at 
Kibiso—Filature, Seconds .............00. 75 to 80 this rate. H.& S. Banks and Shanghai Lands 


Grand Hotels 


TEA have sellers locally at quotations, 
; laced at $145. 

The recent mild weather seems to be a har- have been placed.at 945 
binger of spring, and repoits come in from the 
country that the plants are beginning to make 


March roth. 
growth, The dealers have sent their envoys into 
| 


Mail advices from Hongkong dated the 71h and 
Toth instant report the following business:—A 
sale of China Traders at $78.50 is reported ; higher 
rates are looked for. Straits touched $29.50. 
China Sugars are offering at $120. Luzons have 
been sold at $61 and $62; Kowloon Lands at 
$16.50 and Humphreys at $9.25. H.& W. Docks, 
after being purchased from this port at 158 per 
cent. premium, rose rapidly and 162 per cent. was 
paid. Business has since resulted at 161 per cent. 
premium, Hongkong Ropes have fetched as high 
as $205 but have since fallen to $190, at which 


the producing districts, and if the mild growing 
weather coulinues we shall be soon having rumours 
anent hand-musters and new “ tips.” 


EXCHANGE. 
Slight fluctuations in exchange have taken place 
during the week, rates up one day and down an- 
other, and there is not much stability at the close, 





Sterling —Bank T.T.  ..ccssccscsseesene 2/24 rate shares are wanted. Watson’s have been 
ite — Bills on demand.,,,... 2/24 placed and have buyers at-$12.50. . Holders of 
ine — 4 months’ sight ...... 2/222 | North China and Yangtszes seem to consider 
sit Private 4 months’ sight,..... 2/3 present quotations rather low, as offers for shares 
_ — 6months’sight,.,... 2/34 are not entertained. Wanchais are strongly re- 

On PatieBank sieht 2.79 commended for investment. A telegram from the 

. 8 Gutln* aah’... '8 Punjom Mines, reading “ The Mill during Febru- 

On Lyons—Private 4 TORENT: FEET ne _—e ary ran 26 days, crushing 1,000 tons of ore, yield- 

On Hongkong—Bank Sig lil... see sen ens tio P+ | ing 448 ounces of smelted gold; twelve tons of con- 

oes Private rodays’sight. $°/,d. | centrates have been calcined, yielding 52 ounces 

On Shanghai—Bank sight .......0088 714 of gold,” caused an improvement in quotations, 

— Private 10 days’ sight. 72} both for Ordinary and Preference shares. Forwaid 

On India—Bank sight ......ccccseveseee 1824 contracts consist of H. & S, Banks at 183 per cent. 

— Private 30 days’ sight....., 185 premium for gist _— Aas C.& M. eee al 
On America—Bank Bills on demand., 54 $33:50 ei Juve; In > ‘shar al $05.50 ‘0 Ts 
=~ Private 4 months’ sight 56} PR anes te Sete Ter jhe SES: Juss: Wis 
, W. Docks at 164 per cent. for April. 
On Germany—Bank sight ee ese eee eas 2.26 Business has been done in H. & S. Banks to the 
— Private 4 months’ sight... 2.30 ‘Colony at 187 per cent. premium; Straits at $26 
Bar Silver (London).........sscccsceeoee 3IP ex dividend ;and Grand Hotels locally at $145. 
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safest and most gentle 
‘| Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sich» 
ness of Pregnancy. 


mamma pumas) The Physician’s Cure 


B) S i for Gout, Rheumatio 


G FE © Gout and Gravel; the 





DINN: 











The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 
= = —— = at ica aE. i 








‘ 3 
ee ee 
DLE ELE 


~ ghout World, 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
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from Tls. 43 to Tls. 47.50; Major Bias. Tls. 28 to 
Tls. 30; Soy Chee Cottons Tls. 200 to Ts. 300; 
Shanghai Waterworks Ts, 200 to T'ls. 205 ; Shang- 


Co-operatives—The amount at credit of Profit and’! 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK 


ORGANIZED UNDER IMPERIAL DECREE OF 
10TH DECEMBER, 1895. 


CAPITAL: 
6,000,000 GOLD ROUBLES~£960,000. 


FOUNDERS: 
PRINCE HESPERE OUKHTOMSKY. 


RENE BRICE, Administrator, Credit Lyon- 
nais. 


J. GOLDSTAND, Administrator, St. Peters- 
burg International Commercial Bank. 


BARON RODOLPHE HOTTINGUER, Banker, 
Paris. 

ERNEST DENORMANDIE, President, Comp- 
toir National d’Escompte de Paris. 

EDOUARD NOETZLIN, Administrator, Ban- 
que Nationale du Mexique. 


ADOLPHE ROTHSTEIN, Administrator, St. 


Petersburg International Commercial 
Bank, 


JACQUES STERN, Administrator, Banque 
de Paris et des Pays Bas. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
ST. PETERSBURG. 


OTICE is hereby given that this 
Bank will 8pEN a BRANCH in SHANG- 
HAI on the 13th of February, in the pre- 
mises now occupied by the COMPTOIR 
NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE DE Paris, whose 
Business it will take over on that date. 
The SHANGHAI BRANCH of the RUSSO- 
CHINESE BANK will do a General Bank- 
ing Business. 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK: 


SHANGHAI BRANCH. 


BANKERS: 
London—GLYN, MILLS, CURRIE & Co. 


Paris—COMPTOIR NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE 
DE PARIS. 


BANQUE DE PARIS ET DES Pays 
BAS. 


Berlin—MENDELSSOHN & Co. 
S. BLEICHRODER. 


Hamburg—M. M. WARBURG & Co. 


Amsterdam—LIPPMANN, ROSENTHAL & 
COMPANY. 


Vienna—K. K. PRIV. OESTERR CREDIT 
ANSTALT FUR HANDEL & GEWERBS. 


Interest allowed on Current Account at 2 
per cent. on Daily Balances. 


Interest allowed on Fixed Deposits ac- 
cording to arrangement. 


LOCAL BILLS DISCOUNTED. 


Foreign Exchange on the principal Cities 
of the World, brought and sold. 


Special facilities for Russian Exchange. 


F. BINCELOT, 
D. POKOTILOW, 
A. WERTH, 


Shanghai, roth Feb., 1896. 


Co-Managers 
in China. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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“A GHASMING SCENT.” 


H.R.H. The Duchess of York. 


pstKins Ow, 
WHITE ROSE. 


‘*The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF = hgaheate or 


AT i t N S Oo iN’ Ss ONLY “GENUINE. 


Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 

Sachets, & all other specialities with this 

“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 

acl dct mse ica opr Bact inti es ER NA 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 














asics 
Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 


Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


pi: suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The bloodis the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir SaMvugei Baker, in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Ab geo 3 * says—‘'I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In! 
short time I had many gee to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’ 





SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all infammation- 

Mr. ]. T. Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘*I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fow!s, 
butter, and horse feed poured in. upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘‘stock,”’ 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World. May tst, 1890 





BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


ISS H.G. BRITTAN, 2, Bluff, Yokohama. 


willbe happy to receive and accommo- 
date Missionaries and others during their stay 
in Yokohama. 
Terms :—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 
Missionaries. 


August oth, 1895 





June tath, 1895. 
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MILKMAID 


BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
Sthe “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 








September 14th, 1895. 


Apollinarts 


‘THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 











“First in Purity.’ 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


“Has a charm which makers of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 


dream of.’—MORNING ADVERTISER. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREIBILD & SWIiRH, 


YOKOHAMA. 
August 31d, 1895. 









MPAX 


And see that each Jar bears Justus von siale 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


y WHR ' 
FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

* MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 





Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
Tv be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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DEATH. 


At the German Hospital, at 7 a.m., Thursday, 26th 
of March, Mr. Bernuarpt Scumackgs, of Shanghai. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
een anna 
Tue amended Civil Code has passed both 
Houses of the Diet. 


Tue opening of the Rowing Season in Yoko- 
hama is fixed for Wednesday next. 


Tux foreign population of Yokohama, exclusive 
of Chinese, is nearly 2,000 souls. 





Tre Italian Chamber of Deputies has approved 
a vote of 140,000,000 for Abyssinia. 


Wiruin a year it is hoped that the Yokohama 
Waterworks will be able to extend ils system to 
the Bluff. ; 

Durine the hearing of the charge against Dr. 
Jameson, a witness deposed to handing Major 








rates of fire insurance on the Bluff, Yokohama. 


Ligut.-GRNERAL ViscouNnT KAWAKAMI has been 
attacked by influenza, and is now confined to 
his residence. . 


AxouT six hundred iron pipes to be used for 
the Yokohama Water-works arrived from Eng- 
land a few days ago. 


Tne funeral of Mr. Ito Juzo, father of the Pre- 
mier, took place in Tokyo on Wednesday, and 
was largely attended. 


THE palatial new premises of the Bank of Japan 
were inspected by nearly five thousand invited 
guests on Sunday last. ‘ 


Taz Yokohama General Cemetery have now a 
credit balance of $6,061.73 at the Hongkong 
and Shanghai Bank. 


Tue annual general conference of Prefects, 
hitherto held in Tokyo in April, has this year 
been postponed indefinitely. 


PopuLaRr excitement has been renewed in Spain, 
and the newspapers declare for war rather than 
America shoald interfere in Cuba. 


Tue Standing Committee of the Kanagawa Pre- 
fectural Assembly has selected Tobe, Yokohama, 
as the site of the Prefectural Middle School. 


Tue expedition under General Kitchener has 
occupied Akasheh without being opposed. Two 
thousand five hundred British troops have reach- 
ed Assouan. ——- 


It is stated that the Authorities propose im- 
proving the organization of the General Staff 
Board, by dividing the office into six depart- 
ments. 
Tue death-rate among the foreign population 
of Yokohama during 1895 was 11.000 per 
mille, or an average 14.332 per mélle for the 
past five years. 


Two cows were attacked by rinderpest at Ota, 
Yokohama, on the 22nd inst. The animals 
were destroyed, but there are signs of a further 
spread of the epidemic. 





— ee 


Ir is said that the authorities have resolved to 
put the Ship Inspection Regulations in force at 
Yokohama, Kobe, Shimonoseki, and Nagasaki 
from April rst. 


Cuev. pe WAEPENAERT, Belgian Vice-Consul 
at Yokohama, has been promoted to the rank 
of Consul, and the promotion has been officially 
recognized by the Japanese Government. 


IMPROVEMENTS in the School for Non-comission- 
ed Officers will soon be made, and the riding 
and firing classes will be established at Nara- 
shino. Work will shortly be commenced. 


Mr. Curzon, Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, 
replying to a question in the House of Com- 
mons, said it was premature to consider a pro- 
posal to appoint a commercial attaché to the 
British Legation at Tokyo. 


—— 





Tue Diet concludes the work of the session to- 
day. The amount of legislation passed through 
both Houses and the number of Budgets ap- 
proved is phenomenal in its parliamentary 
records. 
A SENTENCE of six months’ imprisonment has 
been passed on Joseph Lenneville, by the French 
Consular Court, for shooting an English blue- 
jacket in the feet and legs. Under the provi- 
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Baron Ozawa, Mr. Ozaki Tadaharn, and others 
are contemplating the organization of a railway 
company with a capital of yes 2,500,000 for the 
purpose of constructing a line between Kori- 
yama and Mito, a distance of 65 miles. 


THE project of building a bridge over the 
Shimonoseki Straits, to connect Shimonoseki 
with Moji, has been abandoned. and the mili- 
lary authorities are now contemplating the pos- 
sibility of constructing a submarine tunnel. 


Eart Spencer, late First Lord of the British 
Admiralty, has arrived in Japan. He visited 
the naval port of Sasebo in H.M.S. Por poise, 
and the fortified station of Kure in H.M.S. 
Edgar. The Countess accompanies her hus- 
band on his tour. 


Tue Kansai Railway Coompany received yen 
18,474.070, a daily average income of yen 


22.485 per mile, during the ten days ended the 


2oth inst., in which period the Sangu Railway 
Co. obtained yen 6,770.665, a daily average 
income of yen 28.211 per mile. 


Mr. Tanaka SuHozo, “ the unruly,” was expel- 
led from the Lower House on Wednesday in 
consequence of his unseenly conduct and use 
of opprobrious epithets towards a Vice-Minister 
of State. He afterwards withdrew the remarks 
and was allowed to resume his seat. 


A Britisx Jury acquitted Percy Edward Whit- 
tall of the charge of obtaining goods at a 
Japanese restaurant under false pretences. 
Next day he was brought up before the British 
Assistant-Judge, charged with a similar offence. 
Owing to insufficiency of evidence the charge 
was dismissed. 


Mr. Curzon has informed the British House 
of Commons that the Government was making 
representations to China regarding the terminal 
tax on British goods in the southern provinces 
of China, and was pressing upon the Chinese 
authorities the necessity for the strict observance 
of the treaty of 1858. The Government was also 
negotiating for ports of call and for ports where 
Consuls may reside on the West River. 


Some improvement in the Import trade, espe- 
cially in Yarns, Grey Cloth, and Shirtings, 
large quantities of the latter (glbs.) for future 
delivery having been sold ; 83ibs. goods have 
also been taken, and T-cloths in faisly good 
parcels. The Metal trade is dull and prices 
weak. Buyers have been compelled to come 
into the Kerosene market at last, and stocks 
have become so low that buyers have had to 
purchase freely, so that prices are up again and 
holders are strong. The Sugar trade has im- 
proved considerably, sales have exceeded 
arrivals of Brown, and prices have hardened. 
White sorts are also taken in small quantities 
for which more money has to be paid. There 
is no improvement in the Silk trade, values 
tending downwards for all grades, and the low 
prices tempt no buyers. Stocks are said to be 
only 14,000 piculs, but there are large quantities 
to come in if wanted. A fair amount of busi- 
ness has been done in Waste, and the stock is 
being reduced, but much of the best is said to 
be kept back, the assortment on offer being 
poor. There is nothing to report in the Tea 
Trade. Exchange has fluctuated daily, but 
slightly, and rates are about the same as those 
of a week ago. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
————_@__ —- 

Apparently an economic reaction has set in in 
Japan. Causes may be found both at home 
and abroad; as for example, the too sudden 
activity of business enterprise in Japan, on the 
one hand, and, on the other, the depression of 
foreign commerce, due to political complications 
in Europe and America, and also to the appre- 
ciation of silver. The failure of the attempt 
to float a third installment of the War Loan is a 
significant evidence of the change that has over- 
taken financial circles. The total subscription 
for the ten million yes issue was five millions, 
of which more than 3,400,000 yen represents 
the sum subseribed by the Nippon Ginko 
alone. In Tokyo and Osaka the amount taken 
by the general public were only 200,000 yen 
and 20,000 yen respectively. Another equally 
marked sign of the times is that many newly 
created companies, as the Muslin Company of 
Osaka, the Spinning Factory of Izumi, and a 
few others, also in the vicinity of Osaka, have 
decided to suspend their projects for the pre- 
sent. 

oe 

The Government's failure in the matter of 
floating the War Loan is, of course, employed 
as a weapon of attack by the Opposition papers. 
The Mainiché avers that the failare is entirely 
altributable to a lack of discernment on the part 
of the Government. Official financiers should 
have comprehended the state of business affairs 
and the tendency of the market. In the ap- 
proaching fiscal year the Treasury has to issue 
the Public Undertakings Loan, the Railway 
Loan, and so forth. Is there any probability 
of successfully floating those loans at the con- 
templated interest of 5 per cent.? If not, 
if a higher rate of interest has to be offered, 
then the policy hitherto pursued, namely, the 
redemption of Bonds bearing high interest with 
Consols bearing low interest, will have to be 
abandoned, and there is danger that the bases 
of various financial measures will prove un- 
sound before the measures can be carried into 
practice. The financial outlook in Japan can 
not but inspire deep solicitude. | 


’ The Michi Nichi undertakes torebut the charge 
preferred by the Opposition papers against the 
House of Peers, namely, that the Peers have pass- 
ed various important measures, as the amended 
Civil Code, the Budget, and so forth, without 
bestowing upon them any deliberate attention. 
With respect to the Civil Code, the Miché Michi 
explains that, inasmuch as one-third of the Com- 
missioners appointed a few years ago for the 
investigation and amendment of the original 
Code, consisted of Members of the Upper 
House, and inasmuch as the Code Investigation 
Committee might be regarded in practice as a 
continuing Committee of the House, it was per- 
fectly proper for the Peers to place entire 
confidence in the Committee’s amendments, 
and to carry the Bill through its readings in a 
comparatively short space of time. As to other 
measures, it must be remembered that the 
members had acquired full knowledge of their 
details before the Bills were formally submitted 
for discussion in the House, and that they con- 
sequently approached the consideration of the 
various projects with judgments more or less 
matured. Hence, the shortness of time devoted 
to actual discussion is not by any means an 
evidence of precipitancy or crude conceptions. 


The Bill relating to the exemption of the im- 
port duties upon raw cotton, before it passed 
its final reading in the House of Peers, received 
due attention from both the 7:/i and the Sho- 
gyo. The two papers equally desired the pass- 
ing of the Bill. The Ff indicated the ab- 
surdity of the contention advanced by the anti- 
exemption party, namely, the necessity of 
protecting the cultivation of Japanese cotton 
and the unwisdom of cutting off a source of 
revenue amounting to over half a million yen. 
As to the first point, our contemporary observes 
that the price of cotton being now regulated 


at the principal seats of its growth and consump- 
tion, as Bombay and Liverpool, the presence or 
absence of imported cotton can exercise no in- 
fluence whatever on the price of home-grown 
cotton, while, on the other hand, the abolition 
of the duty on imported cotton, instead of les- 
sening the receipts of the Treasury, will aug- 
ment them by promoting the development of 
the spinning industry. The Shegyo also notes 
that the chief reason why home grown Cotton is 
not employed by spinners is because its fibre 
is not suited for the purpose, and that the gra- 
dual decline of the plant’s cultivation in Japan 
is mainly due to its being less profitable than 
the raising of other crops. ‘Phe introduction 
of foreign cotton has nothing to do with the 
maiter. 
© 4 e 

The Choya is surprised to see such an anti- 
quated question as the re-adjustment of Pen- 
sion Bonds debated and passed by the House 
of Representatives. Retrospective legislation 
of that character—the question under considera- 
tion referred to events that happened more than 
two decades ago—must be condemned as quite 
opposed to the principles underlying the 
management of State business. Moreover, the 
contention that it was not fair to take the ra- 
tions allowed to the shisoku at the time as a 
basis for estimating the amount of pension 
bonds to which they were entitled, is inadmis- 
sible. The amount of the bonds was deter- 
mined in 1873, bat the Government issued a 
notification fixing a period of three years, with- 
in which any shisokw who considered himself 
wronged by the estimate, might appeal for a 
fresh computation as a matter of principle and 
practice alike, the Bill that the Lower House 
suffered to pass must be considered altogether 
improper. The same subject is discussed in 
asimilar strain by the Fi7é Skimpo. 

® 


* « 

On the eve of his departure for Russia to 
attend the Coronation Ceremony, as,the re- 
presentative of the Japanese press, Mr. Asahina, 
Editor of the Ascht Nicht, inserted a farewell 
article in that journal. With considerable per- 
turbation does the writer depart, he says, on 


such a responsible mission, for, being still |. 


young and inexperienced, he cannot but be 
filled with deep anxiety about his ability to 
properly bear himself among the veteran jour- 
nalists of Europe and America. As to matters 
connected with the interests of the Empire, 
he assures his fellow-writers that he is 
ready to apply himself to the utmost of his 
capacity, and that he will strive to make 
Japan and Russia better understand each other 
and regard each other with increased amity. 
He left for his destination to-day. 
e”«@ 

The evil of party-spirit is thrown into high 
relief by the rble that the Mainichi stoops to 
take in the defence of Mr. Tanaka Shozo’s dis- 
orderly action in the House of Representatives, 
action that led to his temporary expulsion from 
the Chamber. In fact, our contemporary’s 
article was not a defence of Mr. Tanaka, 
but a repetition of his violent and unjust 
attack on Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. After writing copiously against what 
it calls a “‘ contemptuous smile for the murder 
of fellow subjects,” the Mainschi concludes its 
tirade with a fitting peroration. ‘‘It is quite 
natural that the foreign policy of the Empire 
should be in such a backward state when we 
remember that a person like Mr. Hara, who re- 
gards the murder of his fellow-nationals with a 
contemptuous smile, is installed in an important 
position at the Foreign Office.” 

e a eo 

The Fit is indefatigable in insisting upon 
the strict prohibition of opium in Formosa. It 
entertains strong doubts whether the restrictive 
policy adopted by the Authorities can be 
rigidly maintained, and whether the use of the 
noxious drug can be eradicated, as the Govern- 
ment expects, within the space of three decades. 
The population of Formosa is generally estim- 
ated at only three millions. But considerable 
difficulties stand in the way of obtaining an exact 
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census. Will it not prove far more difficult 
to medically examine each opium-smoker, than 
to adopt and enforce strict measures against the 
smuggling of the drug? Female opium-smokers 
are more numerous in proportion than male. 
Will it be feasible to subject the former to 
medical examination when immemorial custom 
obliges them to confine themselves to their 
houses and not to see visitors? They would 
prefer death to such examination. Again, quite 
a large proportion of the islanders have no fixed 
abodes, but wander hither and thither, subsisting 
on the wages they earn by labour. The Police 
must keep a keen watch on these nomads to 
discover whether they possess a license or 
not. Habitual smoking, like hubitual drink- 
ing, is necessarily attended by the consump- 
tion of increasing quantities of the drng, 
and it is exeedingly doubtful whether the For- 
mosans will be content with doses doled out 
by the medical authorities. A Chinaman regards 
it as a point of etiquette to offer opium to « 
visitor. Is it conceivable that a host, being 
himself a licensed smoker, will refuse a pipe to 
his guest because the latter has no license? 
Such things are out of the question. The Chi- 
nese are so incorrigbly addicted to the vicious 
practice and so far deaf to reason that they will 
not mend their ways, though perfectly cognizant 
that the drug is detrimental to their health and 
fatal to their prosperity. If selfish considera- 
tions do not deter them, will executive measures 
have more effect? Even with a strict prohibi- 
tion policy, the F#ji doubts whether the suppsea- 
sion of the vice can be attained, and m the 
proposed restrictive policy it can foresee no 
Other issue except the spread of the practice 
and increased smuggling of the drug. The 
Government explains that to totelly forbid the 
use of opium in the case of confirmed smokers 
would simply hasten their death, and that some 
measure of leniency must be extended to them. 
The $77i regards that as erroneous magnan- 
imity, since it amounts to protecting moribuad 
patients at the risk of inflicting serious injuries 
on healthy persons. In large administrative 
measures, the lesser evil must be preferred to 
the greater. 
oe 

It is believed that the situation in Korea is 
steadily approaching another crisis, involving 
the downfull of Li Pém-chin and his faction. 
According to a prediction of the $71, the 
most trustworthy authority on Korean affairs, 
if the growing unpopularity of Li culminate 
in his flight to Rassia, as rumoured in 
various quarters, ostensibly in the capacity 
of Korean Ambassador to attend the Corona- 
tion of the Czar, the question arises, whom will 
the King choose to advise and assist him in 
affairs of State, assuming that His Majesty has 
any voice in the matter. The 7éff learns~hat 
the King will be obliged to recail Pak Yong-ho 
from America, and to place him at the head of 
the Cabinet. Pak’s enemity to the Court was 
primarily due to the bitter rivalry between him 
and the ex-Queen. He was not in any way 
disliked by the King himself. Further, the 
fact that he is a prince, one of his im- 
mediate ancestors having been affianced to 
a Royal Princess, constitutes a strong point 
in his favour, consanguinity possessing 
much weight in Korea. Some even say that 
the King has already despatched a message to 
Pak. Be that as it may, the future develop- 
ment of Korean politics deserves to be watched 
with keen attention. While giving this informa- 
tion, the 7#j¢ endeavours to dispel the delusion 
under which the public labour as to the real 
relation between the King and the Russian Re- 
presentative, and as to the altitude of Russia 
towards the peninsula. Our contemporary is 
informed that the flight of the King to the 
Russian Legation was entirely due to the machi- 
nations of Li Pém-chin, who deceived both 
sides; the King by a cleverly fabricated story 
that the Russian Representative was highly 
desirous of His Majesty's secret removal to the 
Legation, so that he might escape the fate of 
his late Consort, and the Russian Representa- 
tive by an equally ingenious pretence that tbe 
King eagerly wished to seek asylum undeg the 
raof of the Russian Legation against musderous 
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projects on the part of the Japanese. Both were 
imposed upon, and thus the affair of Feb. the 
Irth took place. The Fif# avers positively that 
the Russian Minister, in extending protection 
to the King, had no diplomatic object in view. 
In point of fact, the only messages that the Re- 
presentative transmilied to his home Govern- 
ment in connection with the affair were two; 
one to the effect that owing to the requirements 
of the moment, a party of marines had been 
landed ; the other, that the King himself had 
come to the Legation. No other details were 
reported to the Government in St. Petersburg, 
nor did any previous understanding exist be- 
tween it and its Representative in Korea. On 
these points the #/i offers its emphatic as- 
surances. It is true that, as matters stand at 
present, the King is entirely at the mercy of 
Rossia, and can be madetocomply with whatever 
behest she dictates. Russian diplomats would 
scorn any such ignominious procedure, and 
Japan may rest assured no danger of the kind 
impends. oe 

On another question, namely the suppression 
of the insurrection in Korea, the same paper 
has some significant remarks. It may be 
thought strange that, in view of many Japanese 
subjects having been murdered by the rebels— 
the number thus far killed amounts to 38, be- 
sides 5 missing—the Japanese Government has 
not taken steps to despatch troops for the pur- 
pose of suppressing the insurrection and provid- 
ing for the safety of Japanese life and property. 
But it must be remembered that diplomatic 
questions require very delicate handling. 
There was a probability that should the cir- 
cumstances resulting in the murder of those 
unfortunate Japanese be minutely required 
into, various complications might have been 
disclosed such as would have hampered Japan 
in calling to account the Authorities ostensibly 
responsible for the cruel incidents. The Fé 
succeeded in getting at the overt and covert 
sides of the affair, and refrained from publishing 
a suggestion that it wanted to make in connec- 
tion with the dangers besetting Japanese in 
Korea, its reticence having been dictated by 
considerations of diplomacy. Now that the 
diplomatic complication has been removed, how-. 
ever, and now that all suspicions have been dis- 
pelled, no hesitation need be shown by Japan. 
Troops sufficient to deal with the emergency 
should be despatched to each important place, 
especially since it is reported that the insurgents 
are growing more and more formidable and 
are qgven menacing the Japanese settlements. 
The Government, as an extraordinary measure 
of legitimate defence, may assume the offensive, 
and direct Japanese forces against the head- 
quarters of the rebels. The time has come for 
a decisive step. 


information to infer that the step had been de- 
vised several months before. However, Mr. 
Komura was of opinion that, judging from the 
state of things in Sdul it was inevitable that 
such an affair should have taken place sooner 
or later. As to the attitude taken by the Re- 
presentatives of various Powers and by the 
Russian Minister, the latter, continued Mr. 
Komura, simply confined himself to the bare 
statement that the King had taken shelter 
at the Russian Legation, while the others 
merely looked on and did nothing whatever. 
Not so the mass of the Korean people. They 
are ignorant as to the cause of their King tak- 
ing shelter in a foreign legalion, and by peti- 
lions and other means are endeavouring to 
induce him to return to his own residence. 
Only a few members of the Cabinet are oppos- 
ed to the King’s return, and they have taken up 
this ground for obvious reasons, as it admits of 
no doubt that once the King leaves the Russian 
Legation, the Cabinet will collapse. Should 
the Russian Representative lend the Cabinet 
a guard of 50 or 60 Russian marines, they 
might assent to the removal of the King, but 
such an offer could not be made by a foreign 
Minister Resident. Under the circumstances, 
it cannot be predicted with any certainty when 
the King will return to the Palace, especially 
when it is considered that the Russian Minister 
is disinclined to urge sucha step. Up to the 
present, the other foreign Ministers maintain 
absolute silence on the matter, but should Rus- 
sia make any farther advance, as, for instance, 
the construction of a fort, or the increase of its 
guard at Séul, or the sending up of supplies of 
ammunition, they could scarcely maintain 
their present attitude. Should trouble break 
out in the Orieat, it stands to reason that Rus- 
sia and China will combine for defensive and 
offensive purposes. 


ADAMANTINB ORDERS. 

Tuer China Maz? tells the following amusing 
tale of police methods in Hongkong :—‘‘ The 
story is in circulation in town, that two well- 
known local medicos were placed in quarantine 
yesterday (11th inst.) at Pokfulam. They had 
paid a visit to the Dairy Farm to make some 
personal inquiries regarding the disease that has 
broken out in a portion of the herd of cattle. 
This was early in the afternoon. When they 
aitempted to leave the Farm an hour or so later 
they were detained by Sikh constables and in- 
formed that they would not be allowed to leave. 
It transpired that the Sanitary Board, in order 
to prevent the spread of the disease, had 
established a cordon of Sikh constables round 
the Farm. ‘lhe orders of the men were very 
precise—they were not to allow anyone (o leave 
the Farm precincts. They had no instructions 
as to any one entering the Farm; it was Arte- 
mus Ward’s joke reversed—anyone could go 
in without paying but no one could come out 
again, not if the noble Sikhs knew anything 
about it. The imprisoned doctors set the tele- 
phone in motion. The Sanitary Board officials 
could do nothing for them ; the Captain Super- 
intendent of Police—a busy man—could not be 
found, so there was no help for it but to wait 
for written order of release from Government 
House! This arrived some time after seven 
o'clock.” 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


MR. KOMURA ON THE LATE KOREAN AFFAIR. 
Tue correspondent of the Alainichs in Soul has 
interviewed Mr. Komura, Japanese Chargé 
@’A ffaires, in connection with the recent Korean 
trouble. Mr. Komura observed that the 
affair was so promptly and cleverly executed 
that not only the residents at the Palace, but 
the Tai W6n-kun and his son Li Tai-myo, the 
Minister of the Household at that time, learnt 
of the King’s departure only after the event. 
He corroborated information previously given by 
the correspondents of the Japanese papers, that 
the two Court ladies who enjoyed the favour 
of the King were secretly in league with 
Li Pém-chin and his confederates, and that 
it was chiefly at the instigation of these 
ladies that the King was at last prevailed 
upon to secretly repair to the Russian Lega- 
tion. When, on thepretence of guarding the 
Legation—insurrectiof having broken out in 
various localities of the peninsula—a detachment 
of 107 Russian marines arrived at Sdul, Mr. 
Komura thought the proceeding very strange. 
Still, he did not suspect that such a grave pro- 
ject as the departure of the King to the Russian 
Legation was on foot. It was only after the 
King’s departure that he could obtain sufficient 


SHIPPING DISASTERS. 

DurInG a dense fog the steamship Ailsa was 
run down and sunk in the Narrows, New York 
harbour, by the French Mail steamer Za 
Bourgogne, on February 29th. The Ailsa now 
lies sunk to her lower yards and is on a hard 
bottom off Fort Hamilton. The crew numbered 
thirty-seven men, including Captain Morria. It 
was composed of Spaniards, Cubansand Italians. 
The Azlsa is a British screw steamer, 200 feet 
in length, beam 34.2 feet, depth 23.9, tonnage 
1,331, built at Glasgow and owned by the Atlas 
Steamship Company. In interviews with the 
passengers of the ill-fated vessel it was learned 
that the crew of the Ailsa behaved in a most 
cowardly manner. It is asserted that when Za 
Bourgogne struck the At/sa the crew, instead of 
trying to assist, seemed to be inspired with only 
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the desire to save themselves. They seized the 


only available boat, which they quickly lowered, 


and jumping into it pushed off, leaving the pas- 
sengerstotheir fate. This is denied by the ship’s 


officers. There were fourteen cabin passengers 


on the As/sa, among them several women.—On 
the same day the Mew York, of the Ameri- 
can line, grounded in New York harbour, 
midway between Sandy Hook and Staten Is- 
land. This is not her first accident. She went 
ashore in the lower bay on October roth, 1889, 
while she was the City of New Fork and flying 


the British flag. It was three days before she 
was got off. The Mew Fors ran into the steam- 
ship Delano near Nantucket, Maass., oa June 
20th, 1894. The Delanv's bow was badly stove, 
but she did not founder. The Mew Fork was 
only slightly injured. 


WAR AND EDUCATION. 


Tuxrg is no denying that the Japan-China War 


has given a great impetus to education in Japan. 
Previous to the War, writes the ¥1fi—although 


in consequence of the policy of compulsory edu- 
cation the number of pupils attending com- 


mon schools was proportionately large—it could 
not be gainsaid that poor parents were not easily 
persuaded to send their children to school. 
At best many were induced to educate their 
children chiefly because of the urgent advice of 


district officials, or by reason of the example of 


their neighbours’ children being sent to school. 
While the War was still progressing parents 
who had reluctantly sent their children to 


school were forcibly convinced of the neces- 


sity of education, for the village school was 
the chief place for gaining news of the cam- 
paign ; and the fact that children daily brought 
back the latest war intelligence produced a 
deep impression on the minds of their parents. 
This forcible object lesson has caused a number 
of poor parents to send their children to school 
with the result that the total number of children 
attending has considerably increased throughout 
the country. 








THE HONMURA ROAD SHOOTING CASE. 
Tue trial of Joseph Lenneville, the grop-shop 
keeper, of Honmura-road, for shooting David 
Marshall, of H.M.S. Zdger on the 8th inst., 
was heard at the French Consulate on Tuesday 
morning. Messrs. Levy and Dourille were the 
Assessors. After hearing the testimony of 
several witnesses, which was of a very conflict- 
ing nature, the Court found the accused guilty, 
and sentenced him to six months’ imprisonment 
and a fine of 50 francs. The Court in view of 
the evidence lead, decided to exercise the provi- 
sions of the Beranger Law, under which the judg- 
ment is indefinitely postponed. Should the man 
undergo conviction at some subsequent date, he 
will have to serve the sentence imposed on 
Tuesday. M. Launay defended Lenneville. 


TROUBLE ON THE ‘‘ MACY.” | 


Tue American ship William H. Macy, from 
New York, arrived in Yokohama harbour, ‘says 
the Byogo News, only after a serious collision 
with the Brittish steamer Js#s and a stay on the 
beach at Tateyama. Litigation ensued and is 
still pending. There were some troubles also 
with members of the crew ; charges of deserting 
being laid, and several changesin personnel have 
taken place. Among the latter may be specified 
at the moment the promotion of William West 
from boatswain to be Second Officer, and the 
engagement of eight men discharged from the 
British ship Dunfermline. The Macy arrived 
in Kobe on February 20th, and very soon there- 
after Mr. Connelly, the American Consul, was 
engaged investigating the charges. Four of 
the new men deserted, and were arrested in the 
woods near the Waterfall, where they were en- 
deavouring to form a small camping-ground. 
Before they were brought to trial more deser- 
tions occurred, and in the end the total swelled 
to ten. Eight of them are already in prison, 
and of these no less than six are men from the 
Dunfermline. In noticing the trial of the first 
four it was reported that they complained of ill- 
treatment by the Second Officer and abusive 
language, and that they uttered loud threats as 
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to what would happen if they were ever put 
back on board. Similar complaints were made 
by those subsequently charged and Mr. Con- 
nelly deemed it his duty to investigate them. 
He therefore instituted a prosecution against 


William West, charging him with ill-treatment 
of several members of the crew of the ship Wm. 
H.. Macy while within the jurisdiction of the 
U.S. Consular Court for Hiogo and Osaka. The 


case came to a hearing on Tuesday afternoon 
and was adjourned, with the defendant, who 
pleaded not guilty, in custody, until Wednesday. 
The Mate West was eventually convicted and 
fined $10. John Oliver, Aart Groenfild and 


Julius Saiman, members of the crew were after- 


wards changed with disobeying the lawful 
commands of Captain Amesbury, and they were 
tried yesterday. 


YOKOHAMA LITERARY SOCIBTY. 


In spite of the inclement weather, about seventy- 
five members were present at last evening's 
meeting of the Yokohama Literary Society. 
The paper of the evening was by Miss Hall, 
daughter of H.B.M.’s Consul, and was most 
excellent in matter, style, composition, and de- 
livery. Indeed, many practised speakers and 
writers of double the age of the fair essayist 
could not have done half so well. Mr. Wil- 
kins’ reading in the second part was delight- 
fully comic, being based upon the way which 
pedagogues suffer at the hands of pupils, 
parents, and guardians. The following was the 
Programme :—Pianoforte duet, ‘‘ Le reveil du 
Lion” (de Kontski), Misses M. and A. Sale; 


Original Paper, “Socrates,” Miss Lillie Hall ; | * 
‘‘ Promenade 4 Chatalard ” 


Pianoforte duet, 
(Bendel), Miss Moulton; Song, ‘“‘ The Sands 


of Dee,” Mrs. Carew ; Reading, ‘‘ The troubles | Siam 


of our Teachers” (Anon), Mr. A. J. Wilkin ; 
‘Cello Solo, ‘‘ Two Nocturnes” (Burgmiller), 


Mr. W. A. Crane; Song, ‘‘Out on the deep,” 


Mr. Whitefield; Trio, Gebet (‘‘Der Freis- 
chutz ”)—Weber—Messrs. Crane, Whitefield 
and Griffin. 


THE LOSS OF THE " HUMBER.” 


Tre Amoy Gasefte gives the following report of 
the finding of the Naval Court held at Amoy on 
the 11th instant, to enquire into the loss of the 
steamer Humber on Sand Island, in the Pesca- 


dores :— 


The Court having carefully enquired into the circum- 
stances attending the stranding of the Humber, find that 
it was occasioned by the master relying on an erroneous 
chart, at the same time it cunsiders that on 2nd March 
after sighting land, the master altered the course too soon, | x 


and steered imprudently too close to the rocks. 


This imprudence, though calling for notice does not 


call for further action. 


The Court therefore orders that the master’s certificate 


be returned to him. 


The first and second officers behaved well, and their 


certificates are also returned to them. 


After the stranding, all possible measures were taken by 


the master, officers, and crew for the safety of the vessel. 
This is signed by Mr. Cur. IT. Garpngr, H.B.M. Con- 

sul; SPENCER DE Horszgy, Lieutenant and Commander 

H.M.S. Plover; Joszen Pearce, Master, s.s. Zamsui. 


THE MENDRBLSSOHN CONCERT. 


Next Wednesday’s concert, to be given in the 
Public Hall by the combined Choral and Phil- 
harmonic Societies, is one of the most ambitious 
things attempted by resident amateurs in the 
farther East. We do not remember ever read- 
ing or hearing of the rendering of a classical 
work with full orchestra, soli, and chorus 
under these circumstances in any of the Treaty 
ports of China and Japan. We may be mis- 
taken in our impression, but our faith i 
secure in this, that the concert will be one of 
the finest ever given in Japan. We hope to 
see a large contingent of Tokyo visitors on the 
occasion. Messrs. Lane, Crawford & Co. are 
attending to the booking of seats. 


THE * poRIC,” 


Tue O. & O. steamer Doric has been complete- 
ly renovated for her service on the Pacific. She 
is 440 feet long (ten feet more than the Copéic), 
44-feet beam and 31 feet in depth. Her gross 
tonnage is 4,784, more than that of her sister 
ship by 336 tons. The engines are triple ex- 
pansion, of 3,500 horse-power, fitted with How- 
don’s forced draught. Her new boilers have 










been tested at 180 pounds steam pressure. The 
Doric is commanded by Captain Harry Smith, 
a brother of the old captain of the Oceansc. 
He holds the commission of lieutenant in the 
Royal Naval Reserve. First Officer A. Ham- 
bleton is also an officer in the Reserve. Tho 
other officers are: C. E. Starck, second ; B. F. 
Lawlor, third; C. H. Cross, fourth; W. Allen, 
chief engineer; J. Gaston, first assistant; J. 
Reid, second ; David McKinnon, third; Tho- 
mas Tomlinson, fourth; William Crawford, 
fifth; Thomas Hellon, boiler-maker. Chief 
Steward W. Wheat is acting purser. Chief 
Engineer Allen, First Assistant Geston, and 
Third Assistant McKinnon are old O. and O. 
engineers and well-known in the Far East. 


ANNUAL CUSTOMS RETURNS. 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for the year 1395, showing the foreign 


trade of the Empire for the twelvemonth :— 

: SILVER YBN, 
Exports .cocscsccsscceores soccecceccesececeseeel 30,118, 277.920 
[MPOTts crocccccersrcceccccrevcccccssecvevsesee l 39,200, 578.280 








Total exports and imports..o.ceseveeeses265,372,750-200 


Excess of imports .....c.cereee covcsceccees « ~=6,851,599. 
CUSTOMS DUTIES. 
Exports ..ccccsceseee dinGasnungerewachereeaaens 2,273,101.67¢ 
TapOrts ceccccccccccccccceccocccsccccsccosesces 4,238 842.300 
Miscellaneous ..... Pecccoccss skeseeetecsaaee 173,638.726 
Total .cccccccscsece cboteeees seaeseeeas 6,684 ,582.696 


TOTAL VALUB OF EXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM VARIOUS FOREIGN 


COUNTRIES, 


Exports, Imports, Total. 
Gh Silver fan Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
TB crsccccccccrccrcencveces 335,108. 28,985,344.470 $3,120, 353.130 
Hongkong......csscee. vee ih sts 805:pn0 8.078, 189.530 26,440,992.440 


British India 45359,235.cOO 18,003,810.§30 16, 361,046.530 


3:831,476.960 2,925,399-730 6,756,876.690 
27,$$4-740 3,382,672.660 3,402,327.400 


eeeeecercces 


Annam & otner French 
India 


Russian Asia ...........- 1,247,$33-070 1,37%,618:450 2,639,135.§20 
Philippine Islands...... 394,833.660 1,820,744.550 3,415,$76.910 
SiR aa csseresecerereerreeces 7293°-440 243,095 .420 315,035.860 
Great Britain ..........0 7,883,091.240 45,372,310.880 $$,055,208.190 
Prance cicccscceccseneseecs: 22,006,386.030 5§,380,134.760 27,186,580.790 
Germany ......ccrrcreceeee $,340,0%3.750 12,233,158.880 15,573,273-630 
Dtal ys ccscvedaccscsdseessose $-550,73$-950 1%48,465.180 3,699,201."§0 
Belyitm.....cccccesceceseees 330,944.250 8,006,244.780 2,3%98,188.980 
Switserland...........008 467,718.120 3,040,813.§30 %,507,939.690 
MUBEEID oo. eee ce ceeeeceee 430,625.70 3§,%22.380 475:746.7S0 
Holland... . .....s..csec0ee 283,388.890 61,535.280 344,918.370 
Sweden & Norway ... 18s.0co)}=—_- @08 ,3 3.20 208,§20.230 
Russia cirrcsces cesceereces 7$,222.§50 45,045.970 331,868.530 
Bpmin .......sesccccseeresses 48,428.690  47,148.090 952570.060 
Turkey ©28t8-790 zs 289° 67,800.180 
pose essadaeceseacedses 5.347.280 319.950 23,667.930 
Ortugal .......seccsseseee _ 275.240 375. 
Ontee States of Ame- ” . : es a 
PICA 00... .ccccrsccserereeas 8,9§0.200 9,2 $$ 63,805,320. 
Canada & other Bithh sd ae re eae ar 
AMEFICB aec.sssescooese 3,986,169.930 23,717.770 %,999,887.000 
Per 5.55 sicccesieaca cic 7,'80,340 $.877-940 20,558.280 
Australia seacsecessesaness « 3,882,103.920 £,0§2,72§.050 8,312,828.960 
HOwW8il ......ccccsscescoreee 393,689.040 2,%63.440 395,852,480 
Other Countries......... 858,2%38-570  574,97§-820 933,311,790 


Total ... 0... 2$3,516,985.880 229,960,578.280 263,9777,§64.260 
TOTAL VALUE OF BXPOR1S AND IMPORTS FROM AND TO aACH PORT 
Yokohama. .......100 84,791,633.§t0 §6,095,829.780 240,887,463.290 

ODE ceccccsessescceccesee $81307:984-53° 63,095,420.700 103,406,§81.830 
Osak®........cccccccccecee 3,334,099.5' 2,62%,261.490 $,75§,961.070 
Nagasaki ....cccccserses £044,197 B90 se ce 10,65 7-340 
Hakodate ..........0.008 748.388.4650  160,361.880 908.750.340 
Niigata .....cersererseee 23,810,980 —_ 3$4429-090 $7,240.070 
Shimonoseki .....,... 8,795.89%-440  7438,20§.g80  $,539,094.760 

OFLU .iicccesceeccereceee 3y989,01 _ 1,387,018.900 
Hakata woc........ cooeee 9 899.610 29,203.080 37,101 690 
Karatsu....... .csssseees 285,572.600 _ 385,573.600 
Kuchinotsu ........ teee  19986,243.500 _ 2,986,242.S00 
Idzugaltara ......cc00 r tC) 36,534.330 62,923.420 
Shishimi ..........cc00 19.395.420 29,683.0%0 ,080.4 
Sasuna ...rcccoscresseres 7294 6,621.870 24,568.760 
Fushiki ......0c0-c00-e 30,969820 37,$65.940 68,335.760 
Muroran  ........ccccc08 182,976.490 -_ 182,976.49 > 
OBES se asiseasvissssneseses 1§2,890.310 767.840 339,857.750 

P ‘ Exports..cccoceveee 27,301 ,698.640 

Specie and Bullion 9 fri ports.ccssseeee 5,874,164-430 

Total ccccosccccees paisaieekeukie¥ sisees 33,175 863.070 

Excess Of Exports cscccercsssscececcroecncecs 21 ,427,534.810 

VALUE OF BXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY JAPANESR MERCHANTS AND 
GOVERNMENI. 


Exports onvere 26,328,81 6.420 


Imports ......38,829,338.480 
Imported by Government ..scccoeees ‘devas 1,999,733-840 


By Japanese Merchants { 


A POISONOUS SNAKE. 


Prors. Miura Moriuaru and Morijima Kurata, 
of the College of Medicine of the Imperial 
University, have submitted to President Hamao 
a detailed report upon a poisonous snake found 
in Oshima, and known as the Aadu. The is- 
land is infested with this reptile, and it is so poi- 
sonous that, according to statistics for 1893 and 
1894, about 30 persons die per year from the 
effects of its bite, while the number of persons 
wounded is about ten times that total. The 
presence of the reptile is said to prevent the 
islanders from bringing under culttvation all 
the arable parts of the island, and it obliges 
them to go to the fields late in the morning and 
to return before sunset, as the reptile is noc- 
turnal in its habits. The inhabitants accord- 
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ingly seldom venture out of doors after dark, 
but when necessity compels them, they arm 
themselves with stout sticks and torches. A 
habu with young is particularly dangerous. 
Fowls, of course, fall easy victims to this snake, 
but as an illustration of the strength of its jaws 
it is said that its fangs are known to penetrate 
thick boots and thus to wound a pedestrian’s 
feet. It is an admirable example of the just 
equipoise of nature that even this venomous rep- 
tile has a foe that it dreads, namely, the wild hog. 
The hog appears almost innocuous to its poison. 
The report under discussion gives an interest- 
ing account of an experiment that the Pro- 
fessors conducted at Oshima in regard to the 
facility which the hog has acqaired in killing 
the snake. They secured a wild hog in a yard, 
and then set loose a large Aadu in its vicinity. 
The snake at first crawled toward the hog, 
which was tied toa stake. Suddenly the 4adu 
was seen to beat a precipitate retreat. Then 
the hog sprang toward it, and uttering a pierc- 
ing and prolonged cry seized the reptile by its 
abdomen. After violently shaking its head later- 
ally twice or thrice, it threw the snake for a dis- 
tance of some 2 or 3 feet. The wounded habu 
tried to crawl away, but was prevented. Then 
the hog seized it as before, and shook it to 
death. Another snake was then introduced into 
the yard, and taking the hog by surprise, 
managed to bite the animal on the ankle of the 
left fore leg. The hog, however, shook off 
the snake, and ultimately killed it, but died it- 
self that evening. The Aabu generally feeds on 
field rats, that invest the sugar-cane plantations. 
The Aadbu is also found in certain islands of the 
Loochoo group. The largest attains a size of 
192 centimetres and weighs 990 grammes. 


HUMBBR CYCLES. 


Tue writer of the Financial Notes in Trush 
says :—‘‘I hear that the Humber Cycle Com- 
pany is overwhelmed with orders, which, in 
fact, amount to 100 cycles per week more than 
it can execute ; but with the new plant nearly 
complete, arrears will soon be disposed of. In 
the meantime, it is stated that the Company 
has sold its Japanese rights for a considerable 
sum. I suppose that the Japanese are up-to- 
date in cycling, as they are in all other Euro- 
pean matters, in which case there should bea 
considerable demand for them. It is understood 
that by the end of June the Company will have 
turned out 15,000 cycles, the profits on which 
are estimated at 80 per cent. on the capital 
of £75,000.” Cycling has developed very 
greatly in Japan, and several manufactoried have 
been in working order both in Tokyo and 
Yokohama during the past two years. But it 
cannot yet be acknowledged that the quality of 
the machines compares at all favourably with 
those of home-make. As to the rumour of the 
Humber concessions, we believe there is little 


8°] foundation for 7rush’s statement. 


THE KYOTO TRAMWAY COLLISION CASE. 
JupGMENT was given in the Kyoto Local Court 
on Monday, says the Chronicle, in the suit 
brought against Mr. Takagi, the president of 
the Kyoto Electric Tramway Company. The 
action was brought by the relatives of the late 
Ikenaga Masuhichi, who was killed in the col- 
lision between a tramcar and a train last No- 
vember. Damages were laid at 4,000 yen. The 
Court in its judgment ordered the defendant to 
pay 151 yen 71 sen 8 rin, the funeral expenses 
of the deceased, and 1,530 yen in addition, 
general damages. The Court refused to allow 
any extra claim upon the defendant for the 
education of the deceased’s children, but or- 
dered him to pay the costs of the case. The 
defendant has decided to appeal against the 
decision, and so also has the driver of the car, 
who was fined by the Local Court 200 yen. 


YY. 


THAT STRANGE STORY. 
Our Nagasaki contemporary, with reference to 
the story of the visit of two Russian torpedo- 
boats to the Gotos, says that it learns upon the 
best of authority, that the statement has abso- 
lutely no foundation in fact. The Ossouré and 
Sungaré were near the island of Fukaye at the 
lime, but the weather was 80 rough: that it was 
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impossible to have effected a landing, even had 
it been desired to do so. Not a Japanese tor- 
pedo boat was seen, and the whole story evi- 
dently emanated from the disordered fancy of a 
Japanese correspondent (real or imaginary) on 
the Goto Islands. 





PURTHER REINFORCEMENTS. 

Tur Hongkong correspondent of the W.-C. 
Daily News says that three ships are to be 
added to the British Squadron in these waters. 
The Powerfui, which, however, was still in the 
hands of the builders at Barrow in January last, 
is a rst-class twin-screw cruiser of 14,200 tons, 
25,000 indicated horse-power, and 14 guns; 
the Australia isa 1st-class twin-screw cruiser 
of 5,600 tons, 5,500 indicated horse-power and 
12 guns; and the Orlando is a 1st-class twin- 
screw Cruiser, armoured, of the same tonnage, etc., 
as the Agstra/ia, and is af present the flagship 
of Admiral Bridge on the Australian station. 





THB SINKING OF THE ‘' BDGAR’S” PINNACE. 
A Lonpon telegram appearing in an Australian 
paper says that the Court of Inquiry—presum- 
ably sitting at the Admiralty—into the sinking 
of a steam-launch belonging to H.M.S. Edgar, 
off the coast of Korea, in consequence of which 
a number of lives were lost, has been conclud- 
ed. The Court found that the launch was 
overladen and badly managed. 





THE ‘’ RIO'S”? RECENT VOYAGE. 


Crams having been made by certain con- 
signees in regard to the delay in receiving freight 
shipped by the P.M. steamer City of Rio de 
Janeiro, Captain Russell and some of his 
officers swore a statement in the American Con- 
sulate on Tuesday, detailing the circumstances 
of the voyage, and stating that the late arrival 
was in consequence of bad weather and the 
lack of fuel, and was not due to want of skill ‘in 
navigation, 


FIRB AT SAGA. 


Ir has been stated in the vernacular papers 
that the Normal School, Saga, with six adjoin- 
ing buildings, was burned last week. This a 
mistake. The main building of the Middle 
School, not yet a year old, was burned, with a 
total loss of some five thousand yen. The fire 
originated in the room of the teacher whose 
duty it was to be on guard at the time, but who 
was absent. : 


FIRE. 
On Thursday evening, shortly before half-past 
five o'clock, an incipient fire was discovered in 
a chimney of the premises in the occupation of 
Mr. John W. Hall at 58, Main-street, Yoko- 
hama. The chimney abuts on the street lead- 
ing down to the Club Hotel, and as soon as 
the fire was suspected the Fire Brigade were 
sent for. They at once attacked the seat of the 
outbreak, pulling down the wall of the chimney. 
Within a few minates all danger was at an end. 





FATAL ACCIDENT AT SBA. 


A TELEGRAM was received from Hakodate yester- 
day stating that a Japanese steamer had spoken 
the sealing schooner Golden Fleece, which re- 
ported a catch of 43 seals and the drowning of 
FP. Bremend (a hunter) and his boat’s crew of 
two men. The overturned boat was recovered. 


CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA AND 
CHINA. 

TrevecraPuHic advice has been received by the 
local agent to the effect that at the approaching 
meeting of shareholders in London of the Bank, 
the directors will recommend a dividend at the 
rate of g per cent. per annum for the past half- 
year. They wilt likewise recommend that 
£25,000 he carried to the reserve fund, which 
will then amount to £350,000. 


SAPPORO. 
A ngavy fall of snow occurred at Sapporo on 
the roth inst., the general depth of the snow 
there now being five feet. 


STORMY WEATHER. 
Tar steamer Vulcan (Captain Andersen) which 
atrived at Kobe on Monday, reports that on 
leaving Shanghai last week she experienced 
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very thick weather and had to lay by for twenty- 
four hours. This was followed by heavy weather 
and high seas which washed the decks and 
carried away a number of sheep and geese. 





CHBE-SAN. 

Mr. Cregz-san, the Chinese printer of No. 56, 
Main Street, Yokohama, has been released on 
bail from Tobe prison. He was arrested on a 
charge of having forged a patent label on a 
Japanese match-box, for purposes of export in 
large quantities to Hongkong. 





THE NEW CHINESE LOAR. 
Tue ‘hina Mail says that the new Chinese 
loan is for £16,000,000 Sterling, and it is con- 
cluded between the Chinese Government and 
the English and German Syndicate represented 
by the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank and the 
Deutsche Asiatic Bank of Berlin. 








27HE DIET. 
—_—_—_@—_______ 

At the eleventh hour it was announced that 
the Diet’s session would be prolonged two days, 
in order to afford time for debating certain im- 
portant measures. The proximate cause of this 
resolve seems (o be a Supplementary Budget in- 
troduced by the Government in the Lower House 
yesterday. There have been an exceptional 
number of Supplementary Budgets this session, 
and readers of the Diet’s proceedings are pro- 
bably bewildered in the matter of finance. We 
purpose publishing all the supplementary 
Budgets together, 80 as to remove this source 
of perplexity. 











THE OPPOSITION’S RESOLVES. 
Oo ——— 

The new amalgamated Party, the Shimpo-to, 
have resolved upon the line of action to be im- 
mediately taken by them in the Diet. Their 
Committee held a meeting on the 2oth inst. for 
the purpose of mapping oul a ptogramme, and 
the conclusion come to was, first, that the Party 
would advocate an increase of the number of 
the Japanese Guards in Soul; secondly, that 
they should agree to the scheme of military de- 
fences for Formosa; thirdly, that they should 
oppose the establishment of the projected Colo- 
nial Department ; fourthly, that they should vote 
against making an appropriation from the sur- 
plus reventte, on acconnt of expenditures in 
Formosa; fifthly, that they should agitate for 
the complete suppression of the opium traffic in 
Formosa; and sixthfy, that so soon as the Diet 
rose, the Party’s delegates should make political 
tours through the provinces. It does not greatly 
matter, so far as the present session of the Diet 
is concerned, what resolutions the Shimpo-to 
may form, for they are hopelessly outnumbered 
by the Government’s supporters in both Houses. 
Still some interest attaches to their programme 
of policy. 


a 


COUNT MUTSU. 
——__—_—___- 

It is not true, though asserted by more that 
one vernacular journal, that the health of Count 
Mutsu was so seriously injured by his recent 
sojourn in Tokyo as to necessitate his resig- 
nation at an early date. It is not true, in- 
deed, that his malady was sensibly ag- 
gravated at all, though, during his residence 
in the capital, he devoted himself perpetually 
to work with all his accustomed ardour. His 
return to QOiso ‘is attributable merely to 
the fact that until the close of the present 
month no affair of sufficient gravity to demand 
his attendance at the Foreign Office is appa- 
rently on the /ap#s, and his physicians are na- 
turally anxious that he should expose hittfself as 
little as possible to the proverbially changeable 
weather of Tokyo during the early days of 
Spring. There can be no doubt, however, that 
retirement from the cares of office, and absolute 
rest under suitable climatic conditions, would 
materially promote the chances of His Excel- 
lency’s entire restoration to health. His phy- 
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siciang, we believe, have advised him in that 
sense and have also recommended a sea voyage, 
but what degree of attention the Count will 
pay to advice involving such sacrifices it is im- 
possible now to predict. Those that know him 
best look forward to his return to Tokyo in the 
beginning of April. 


——ECETOTOHTFSsOo.+i1I+C_._‘°-  -----—-—————— 
te eseEesieNrereree oe 


MR. TANAKA SHOZO. 
Sie ee --——<& — ori Pee 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo who, by his own unaided 
efforts, has done more injury to the repntation of 
the Japanese House of Representatives than it 
has suffered at the hands of the whole body of 
extremists, was yesterday removed from the 
House by order of the President in obedience 
to the clamorous demand of the greater part of 
the members. Mr. Tanaka is the unfortunate 
possessor of & disposition distinctly unique 
among the Japanese: he absolutely lacks con- 
trol of lis temper in public, and, flying into « 
violent passion at the smallest provocation, re- 
sorts freely to a well furnished vocabulary of ex- 
pressions foreign to the amenities of any civilized 
assembly. He appears, indeed, to lose at such 
moments whatever fragmentary conception he 
may entertain m his sober hours as to the dig- 
nity of the Howse of Representatives and the 
dictates of common courtesy. At the very ont- 
stt-of the Diet’s career we had the pleasure of 
seeing him standing defiant in the rostrum, his 
cheeks paffed out with the breath of indigna- 
tion, his face rubicund with wrath, vehemently 
declaring that he meant to say his say even if 
the operation involved his remaining iu the 
rostrum anti) the following morning, and menac- 
ingly watning the House that the more it 
interrupted him the longer it would have 
to listen to him. Evidently a reputation 
already acquired in local assemblies or at 
political meetings had preceded him to the 
Legislature, for from the first the House showed 
a disposition to bait him rather than to take 
him seriously, On Wednesday his ire way 
roused by an incident that he wholly misinter- 
preted. During a debate with reference to the 
maintenance of a military force in Korea, he 
asked for information as to the number of 
Japanese that had been assassinated since 
the daté of the latest coup d'é/d?. Two or three 
times already he had shown symptoms of 
special irascibility and readiness to drop into 
strong epithets. Hence Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, smiled as he rose to answer 
the question, Immediately Mr. Tanaka flew 
into a towering passion, and hurled at the 
Delegate’s head a atring of names, such ag 
“traitor,” ‘‘ maggot,” ‘ beast,” “fool,” and so 
forth,, pouring out the phials of his wrath 
with such vehemence that nothing could 
restrain him, until even his fiery vehemence 
was lost in the din of sazyo (‘‘ expel him”) thas 
swelled from all the benches. The Presidem, 
Mr. Kusumote Masataka, who possesses at 
Teast the gift of facitig with imperturbable calm- 
ness whatever storms his own errors may raise, 
and whose rebuttance to enforce the discipline 
of debate does more credit to his temper than 
to his efficiency, could not pass over such an 
exhibition. He had previously allowed Mr: 
Tanaka to call Mr. Kusakati Shimmei an. 
“ignorant, brainless fellow” (mugaku mommo 
ma mono), and to address several members 
as ‘“‘manuke-mono,’ but he wow ordered 
him to leave the chamber, and Mr. Tanaka 
enjoyed the distinction of being condacted 
from his place by two guards. That wes 
certainly as it should be, but our readers will 
be surprised to learn that within half an hour 
the grossly offending member was permitted te 
resume his séat, without even apologising to the 
official whom he had so outrageously insulted. 
It sufficed that he merely “ withdrew” his re 
marks. We can not but think that such teni- 
ency will nots tend to conserve the dignity of 
the House of Representatives. Suspension 
until the end of the session would have been a 
comparatively light sentence. Mr. Tanaka 
Shozo is ssid to be a most estimable and 
straightforward person, but the excitement of 
parliamentary debate is altogether too mereh 
ber hie nerves. 
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¥yAPANESE AND AUSTRALIAN COM- 
MERCE. 


> 

In the last number of the Zoyo Keisas 
(Oriental Economist) Mr. Kanematsu Fusa- 
jiro, a well known Kobe merchant, who 
been engaged for many years in the Australian 
trade, writes on the above topic. He also 
seeks to demonstrate the nature of the obsta- 
clesnow hampering the development of trade 
between the two countries. Mr. Kanematsu 
devotes himself chiefly to detailing the dis- 
advantages to which Japanese merchants are 
subjected in consequence of the lack of banking 
facilities, disadvantages from which, he says, fo- 
reign merchants are entirely free. Lack of bank- 
ing facilities is one of the main causes why Japan- 
ese merchants cannot succeed in commercial 
transactions with Australia. When a foreign 
merchant exports goods to the southern hemi- 
sphere, he doesnot sell abill payable in Australia 
but one drawn on London. A consignee in 
Australia buys the bill payable in London, 
which he sends to England, and thus goods 
sent to Australia by a foreign merchant in Japan 
are paid for in London. This facility can not 
be enjoyed by a Japanese merchant engaged 
in the same business. He is obliged to sella 
bill payable in Australia. Tho effects of this 
arrangement are far reaching. In the first 
place, Japanese are obliged to incur losses 
through exchange from which their foreign 
competitors are wholly free. The exchange on 
Australia is always higher than on London, 
the quotations for March 7th, 1895, being :— 
Exchange on London at 4 months’ sight per 
yen, 28.; exchange on Australia at 4 months’ 
sight per yen, 38. 13d. Supposing the English 
penny to be equivalent to 7 Japanese sen, Japa- 
nese merchants lose 7 yen per 100 yen. In other 
words, Japanese merchants lose 7 per cent. on 
goods exported to Australia as compared with 
foreign merchants. There is another obstacle 
of a similar nature confronting Japanese mer- 
chants. Suppose a Japanese and a [foreign 
exporter ask a foreign bank for an advance of 
10,000 yen on goods; the foreign merchant can 
obtain that sum by hypothecating the goods at 
one-fifth of their value, while the Japanese must 
produce goods worth the full sum, besides pay- 


ing -£; for obtaining the backing of other banke 


and also paying the telegraphic transfer fee from 
Australia. These advantages tell considerably 
against the development of a direct business with 
Australia by Japanese exporters. In point of 
fact, whereas a capital of 30,000 yen enables 
the foreigner to take up a transaction of 100,000 
yen, the Japanese must have a capital equivalent 
to the full amount of any such transaction. Sup- 
posing that both the foreign and Japanese export- 
ers carry on business with a capital of 10,000 
yen each, their exact positions will be somewhat 


as follows :— 
Amount of goods Supposing proe 
thatcan be fit of soo yen per Difference. 
exported. £00,000 yen, total profit. 


Japanese mer- YEN. YEN. YEN. 
ChANL ..rcccees 10,000 ssseee 500 ceccee 
Foreign = mer- 
Chant, ..ceceee 30,000  vessee 1,500 ...... 1,000 


The difference in the relative credits of fo- 
reign and Japanese exporters to Australia is 
therefore striking. In fact, Japanese credit 
may be said to be almost #s/ in the markets of 
Australia. Needlessto say this matter of credit 
is an obstacle to the development of Aus- 
tralian trade by Japanese merchants. Suppose 
goods worth 30,000 yen are sold, in three equal 
portions, payment for the first being due at 60 
days, the second at go days, and the third at 120 
days. Now, while a Japanese merchant has to 
pay in cheques for the 30,000 yen at once, the fo- 
reign merchant can easily procure accommoda- 
tion from the banks, and instead of settling right 
away, can utilize his capital for other purposes. 
Nor are import transactions with Australia free 
from other serious disadvantages. Whereas the 
foreign importer can obtain 2 per cent. profit 
when he sells his goods, the Japanese has to 
incur a loss of 50 sen per 100 yen if he sells at} 
the same rate as the foreigner. Steps must be 
taken to relieve the Japanese trader of the dis- 
advantages at present hampering business with 
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Australia if the extension of Japanese influence in 
Australian markets is desired. 


The primary 
cause, as stated above, is the absence of bank- 
ing facilities for Japanese merchants, and 80 
long as they suffer from this disavantage the 
opening of a direct steam service to Australia 
by Japanese firms will simply benefit the foreign 
merchants. The following are the exports to 
and from Australia for the last two years :-— 
STAPLES EXPORTED FROM JAPAN TO AUSTRALIA, 
Fancy Ramboo Flower Lacquer Safety 


Rice. goods. Wares, &c. Fish oil. mats. ware. macthes. 

Bags. Case. Bundles. Casks. Rolls. Cases, Cases. 
1894... 83,680......3,87%......8,0§8...... 3,858...  ,887...... 694....+ r 
BBQS ...231, 7870.01 OFBree eZ ot SS severe 1,$63..... 15GS Secor BOT... 442 


STAPLES EXPORTED FROM AUSTRALIA TO JAPAN. 





Wool. Hoops. Bones. Lead. 
Package. Bundles. Cases. Tons. 
1EQ4 arccercreceeees 1,471 148 241 800 
TBQS  ccccecserecnens 2,540 — 2 _ 
RAILWAYS. 
& 








The changes proposed to be made in the 
Railway Construction Law by a Bill now await- 
ing discussion in the Upper House, having al- 
ready passed the Lower, are so extensive that 
considerable public interest attaches to them. 
According to the original scheme of railway 
construction, enacted in 1892, it was deter- 
mined that a certain number of State lines 
should be built in the Fi:st Period, it being, 
however, provided that among the toads thus 
fixed, the building of some might be handed 
over to private enterprise with the consent of 
the Diet. The First Construction Period ex- 
tended over 12 years, commencing from April 
ist, 1892, and the sum to be expended in that 
time was set down as 60 million yen, which the 
Treasury was entitled to raise by issuing Rail- 
way Bonds. A programme of construction 
for a Second Period was framed at the same 
time, the lines included in it being such 
as appeared comparatively unimportant. The 
proposal now before the Diet aims at in- 
creasing the number of lines to be con- 
structed in the First Period, lengthening the 
period from 12 to 15 years, and augmenting 
the total expenditure to 130 million yen. In 
other words, the idea is that the State’s yearly 
outlay under this heading should be exactly 
doubled, for since four years of the original 
First Period have elapsed, and twenty million 
yen have presumably been expended—the rate 
being 5 million ye annually—there remain 11 
years of the new fifteen-year period, and 110 
million yes out of the total of 130 millions, 
The lines to be included in the First Construc- 
tion Period, by way of addition to the original 
programme, are as follow :— 

1.—A line from Kotohira in Kagawa Prefecture 
to Susaki vid Kochi in Kochi Prefecture. 
2.—A line from Tokushima in Tokushima Prefec- 
ture to Yahatahama, vf4 Kochi in Kochi Pre- 
fecture and Matsuyama in Ehime Prefecture. 

3.—A branch of the last line to Susakiin Kochi 
Prefecture. 

4.—A line from Takamatsu in Kagawa Prefecture 
forming a junction with line No. 2, 

5.—A line from Hososhima in Miyazaki Prefece 
ture to Kagoshima in Kagoshima Prefecture 
vid Miyagi. 

6.—A line from Maizuru in Kyoto City to Tottori 
in Tottori Prefecture vté Toyooka in Hyogo 
Prefecture. 

7.—A line from Yoneko in Tottori Prefecture to 
Matsuye in Shimane Prefecture. 

8.—A line from Toyama in Toyama Prefecture to 
Naoyetsu in Niigata Prefecture. 

g.—A line from Shibata in Niigata Prefecture to 
Yonezawa in Yamagata. Prefecture. 

10.—A line from Kurosawa-jici or Hanamaki in 
Iwate Prefecture to Yokote in Akita Prefec- 
lure. 

rr.—A line from Chiba in Chiba Prefecture to 
Kisarazu. 

12.—A line from Kofu in Yamane Prefecture to 
Iwabuchi in Shizuoka Prefecture. 
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THE WAR LOAN. 


—_—_—__————_— 
The Treasury has been uniquely unsuccess- 
ful in the matter of the last issue of the War 
Loan. Out of the total issue of thirty-five 
million yen, the sum offered for subscription by 
the public at large was only ten millions, twenty- 
five millions being taken by the Bank of Japan. 
At the time of the issue, the five-per-cent. Bonds 
already in circulation were selling at par, in- 
clusive of nearly three mouths’ interest then due. 
Hence it appeared extremely unlikely that the 


#6| Bonds of the new issue would find purchasers 


at their full face-value, which was announced 
as the minimum selling price. Further, the 
state of the money market was not by ahy 
means favourable for floating such aloan. The 
spirit of enterprise is strongly stirred at present, 
and so many opportunities offer for speculative 
operations that capitalists do not look for in- | 
vestments lacking any apparent margin of profit. 
It does not appear probable that five-per-cent. 
Bonds will sell for more than their face-value 
during the next few months. Indeed, they are 
more likely to fall below that figure. Hence 
there has been no avidity to acquire the new 
securities, The 21st was the last day for sub- 
mitting applications, and we readin the Shogyo 
Shimpo that, although the reports from the 
various branch offices of the Bank of Japan 
have not yet reached Tokyo, sufficient informa- 
tion is forthcoming to make it clear that the 
total subscriptions to the loan will not greatly 
exceed three million yen. Under the circum- 
stances, it is thought probable that the remain- 
ing six or seven million yer worth of Bonds will 
be handed to the Bank of Japan, which will 
presumably be allowed to issue convertible notes 
on the security of the Bonds. 








TAXING THE NIPPON GINKO. 
---~<+>—__-——-- 

With a view to warding off the serious danger 
inpending over the Nippon Ginko, namely the 
project for imposing a tax on the Bank’s buti- 
ness, submitted to the Diet by certain members 
of the House of Representatives, the Bank has 
compiled along document setting forth its re- 
lations to.the business of the nation, Discus- 
sions are now very persistent, say the com- 
pilers of the document, as to the advisability 
of imposing a tax on the Nippon Ginko. The 
question is resolvable at this point; namely, 
whether the benefits that the Bank enjoys from its 
note-issuing privileges are duly balanced by the 
responsibility and obligation that it discharges to 
the Government and the nation at large. The 
Bank is naturally desirous of taking the public 
into its confidence so asto clear up the point 
at issue. Below is a table setting forth the 
state of the Bank’s affairs by virtue of its nole- 
issuing privileges :— 





Yen. 

Total of notes issued covered by Specie 

Reserves, Securities, AC. .secesececeeess 

Sum at disposal of the Govermment 

free of interest, in accordance with 

the Convertible Notes Regulations... 22,000,000 
Sum to be issued subsequently to the 


85,000,000 


redemption of the Bank’s Notes...... 19,616,274 
Sum to be applied for discounting Fo- 

reign Bills svccceseeceesescosceessccesseeces 10,000,000 
Balance, representing wotes for or 


dinary circulation Cec ececorcccvenececsnane 33»383.720 


As shown above, the volume of convertible 
notes to be applied for ordinary purposes is a 
little over 33 million yen. But it must be 
borne in mind that it very rarely reaches that 
limit. On the contrary, when the market 
is dull and the demand for money slow, it is 
not infrequent to find as much as 10 or even 30 
million yen lying unemployed in the strong-room 
of the Bank. In fact, since the Convertible 
Notes Regulations were put into operation in 
1890, the actual issue of notes by the Bank has 
not exceeded, on an average, 22,770,000 yen @ 
year approximately. At present the rate of 
interest is about 7 per cent., but this being due 
to the policy of providing against the circulation 
of superflous money incidental to the victorious 
issue of the war, the proper rate, judging from 
previous experiences, must be put at 6 per cent. 
Six per cent. interest on the sum given above 
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amounts to 1,366,200 yen. To this another 
sum of interest of 140,000 yen, accruing 
from the average amount of foreign bills dis- 
counted by the Specie Bank, must be added, 
the amount lent to the Specie Bank for that 
specific purpose being 7 million yes, at 2 per 
cent. interest per annum. The two items ag- 
gregate 1,506,200 yen approximately, and that 
is the profit accruing to the Nippon Ginko in 
virtue of its note-issuing privilege. As a set- 
off, the losing side of the transaction must be 
dealt with:— 


the face value of the shares. In consequence of 
this appropriation, however, the profits for the 
latter half of the preceding year fell to 13 per 
cent., while the actual payment to shareholders 
did not exceed 13.7 percent. Comparing this 
total of the capital and reserves of the Bank, 
namely, 31,925,000 yen, with the actual price 
paid for the shares, the ratio stood at about 9.3 
percent. Can such a profit be deemed unduly 
high? ‘he point will at once be made clear 
if a comparison be instituted with the profits 
enjoyed by other national banks in Tokyo and 


mental essays evidently struck some of the mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives as strange, 
forin the course of the deliberations of the Budget 
Committee, questions were put as to the reason 
of such tardiness, The Government Delegate 
replied that the delay was unavoidable, because 
of the novelty of the business in Japan, and be- 
cause very few experienced experts are as yet 
procurable. The reason why two years are to be 
allowed for the travels of the experts despatched 
abroad to purchase plant, is to enable them to 
inspect the leading foundries in the West and 





ee ¥en Yokohama. Subjoined is a table showing the|to train themselves thoroughly before they come 
peu? oe a Bank incidental to man- average rate of profit and dividend of Banks} back to undertake the work of the Foundry. 
ging Government funds ,....csccceee 200,000 
Expenses connected with the manufac- between 1887-1895 :— In the third year after the arrangement and 
Bisco low wcuied uy ike Haken Retgot age atest, ydendia. | ne Japanese experts will return rome to ane 
alance loss tucurre y le ank on Oo Cap ividen apita : 
; Reserves. Capital. Reserve : A ; 
aecoint ot Belge deposed ue NipseyiGiikorieda tag) seo tattics EO | Corres expermmenlal mauntaciars in conjanc: 
: y eae 1st National Bank... 13:63... 14-dfissece 8.36 | HON With the experts. 1e Fifi gives no in- 
issued, the Bonds bearing interest and National Bank.. 15-41 16.78.....,10.03 | formation how much the plant is to cost. 
of 5 per cent. Aa aia al palais 9 grd National Bank.. 16-04... ... 10.22....., 9.62 ee eoeoeoeoeow=s=$“$=$@oouMooooooroeTwyTwms, 
per SEO: can ve had int perme! el, Isth National Bank. 15.34...... 11.94.00... 9.42 ; 
the ik of oom thus deposited be- gg | 74th National Bank. 13.63. 10.88 8 so DEA1TH OF MARQUIS ITO'S FATHER. 
ie AS47207 ee Dee ae pee Fe 110770099 | Tooth National Bank 16.02...... 14.22 .cc00s 8.17 oe ; 
The profit and loss account being balanced, the] ryoth National Bank 13.26...... 5.7 N cssee 4.94 We regret to have to announce that Marquis 
result is as follows :— Specie Bank.......0000 13-5 ..0600- F589 saseus 8.71 |Ito’s father expired on the roth instant at half- 


Profit accruing to Bank on account of 

specific privileges ssssecsssscssesssesseess 15506,200 
Loss incussed by Bank on account of 

specific privileges Coreen ee nse sen eeeeeseee 1,477,088 





Balance ccvccascsessccecscvssesons 29,112 


It will thus be seen that the net profit made by 


the Bank from the issue of convertible notes does 
not exceed 30 thousand yen. But there are other 


duties which the Bank is bound to discharge to- 
wards the Government and the nation om account 
of its note-issuing privileges. 


ment money, for which three branch-offices and 


about fifty agencies are established throughout 
the country, while the Bank is held responsible 
(2) Ithas to deat 


for any loss that may occur. 
with matters relating to Government Loans. 


(3) It has to deal with matters relating to the ex- 
change of damaged notes and also the redemp- 
(4) It has to deal with 
matters relating to the keeping, &c. of bonds 
Originally deposited with the Finance Depart- 
ment. (5) It has to deal with matters relating 
to the employment of money deposited with 
(6) It has to deal 
with matters relating to the distribution of Go- 
vernment money in the respective localities. 


tion of bank notes. 


the Finance Department. 


(7) The rate of interest charged by the Nippon 
Ginko always serves to facilitate the circulation 
of currency. (8) In altering the rate of interest 
the Bank must first obtain the sanction of the 
Minister of Finance. 
sacrifice its own interests to those of the State. 
All these duties which the Bank is bound to 
discharge have to be considered as compensa- 
ted by a profit of less than 30,000 yen 
which the Bank derives from its note- 
issuing privilege! Further, some publicists 
consider the comparatively high rate of divi- 
dend declared by the Bank as a reason for 
imposing the contemplated tax. The dividend 
is usually declared at the rate of 15 per cent. per 
annum, and there is therefore some plausibility 
in the contention, But the average dividend does 
notreally amountto this figure. 
has the rate been setat 15 per cent., having been 
gradually increased from the original 10 per 
cent. The average, calculated from the start- 
ing of the Bank’s business, does not exceed 
12.7 per cent. It must also be borne in 
mind tbat the shares were originally subscribed 
for at their face value, but when, in 1887, 
additional shares were placed on the market, 
they were subscribed for at the rate of 170 yen 
per share of 100 yen face value. The 
actual payment per share therefore averages 
137.50 yen. Consequently, even the dividend 
of 15 per cent. paid in the first half of last year 
actually corresponds to only 10.9 percent. In 
August of last year, with a view of refunding the 
subscription over and above face value, the Bank 
appropriated a sum of 5 million yew accruing 
from profits made in exchange. This was de- 
voted to equalizing the value of the new and old 
shares. Consequently the subscriptions actually 
paid by the shareholders gradually approached 
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The Bank must 
(1) Undertake the management of Govern- 


Finally, the Bank must 







Only since 1890 





The document next proceeds to recount the 
part played by the Bank during the Japan-China. 
These services have already been recorded in 


our columns and need not be recapitulated. 





THE IRON FOUNDRY. 


a. 
As specified in the Budget for the approach- 


ing fiscal year, which, having been approved by 
the Imperial Diet, was announced through the 
Official Gasette on the 14th inst., the appropri- 
ation for initiating a State Iron Foundry is 
The 


4,095,793.40 yen, spread over four years. 
establishment of the Foundry is to be conclud- 


ed by March, 1899, and work will be regularly 
The staff 


started from April of the same year. 
is to consist of a President (salary, 4,000 yen 
per annum; rank, Chokunsn); one chief ex- 
pert (salary, 3,000 yen; rank, Chokunin) ; two 


managers (2,000 yen each; rank Sonin) ; eight 
experts (average 1,200 yen; Sonin), and lastly 


30 clerks and 4o assistant experts, atan average 
salary of 30 yeneach permensum. (We quote 


from the F174.) The aggregate number of the 


staff will be 82 officials of various official grades, 
and the total of their salaries, 45,800 yen per 
annum. For employés, mechanics, &c. a sum 
of 6,070 yen is set down for each year. 
the item of salary alone amounts in 4 years to 
207,480 yen, exclusive of that of two foreign 
experts to be engaged from April of the cur- 
rent year, for a period of four years. The lo- 
calities where the work-shops are to be establish- 
ed are not announced. The Government's 
estimate for the purchase of ground is 300,000 
yen, and that for the preparation of the site is 
100,000, both of which items are to be dis- 
bursed in the 2gth fiscal year (1896-7). For 
building expenses, a total of 560,500 yen, spread 
over four years in various proportions, is appro- 
priated. Experts are to be specially despatched 
abroad to purchase plant, and travelling ex- 
penses of about 40,000 yen, spread over two 
years (1896 and 1897) are allowed for them. 
The erection of the machinery is to be com- 
menced from about April, 1897, and in the suc- 
ceeding year part of the machinery will be put 
into operation under the supervision of the 
foreign experts. The estimated out-put of the 
Foundry is 60,000 tons at first, to be gradually 
increased with the development of the business. 
The 60,000 tons will consist of 35,000 tons of 
Bessemer steel, 20,000 tons of Martin steel, 
4,500 tons of wrought iron, and 500 tons of 
crucible iron. But this output can not be at- 
tained until after the foundry has been fully 
organized. In the 3tst fiscal year (1898-9), for 
instance, only wrought iron is to be manufac- 
tured, and the estimated cost of production is 
110,000 yen. In the next fiscal year the two 
kinds of steel, viz., Bessemer (estimated cost 
of production 135,000 yen), and Martin (cost 
162,660 yen) will be manufactpred. Not until 
April of 1,900 will the foundry be completely in 
working order. That such a lengthy period 
should be devoted to construction and experi- 
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past eight in theevening. He had reached the 
ripe age of 82, according to the Japanese mode 
of calculation, and for some time past it was 
generally understood that his health was in a 
very precarious condition. But during the six 
or seven days immediately preceding his demise 
he improved steadily, so that, in the end, the 
sad event caime quite suddenly. The cause of 
death was disease of thelungs. The funeral of Mr. 
Ito Juzo took place on Wednesday. The cor- 
tége started from the residence of the deceased at 
Isarago shortly before 1 o'clock in the afternoon, 
but as the hour publicly fixed had been 1, and 
as a pretty general idea had prevailed that punc- 
tuality could scarcely be achieved on such an 
occasion, many friends arrived too late to visit 
the house and were obliged to join the proces- 
sion atonce. It need scarcely be stated that 
an immense throng, including all the leading 
residents of the capital, both Japanese and fo- 
reign, accompanied the remains to the grave. 
At the head of the cortége marched two lines 
of Buddhist priests robed in the magnificent 
vestments of that Church, the chief priests 
being in carriages. Behind the catafalque, a 
beautifully carved structure of milk-white pine, 
walked the chief mourner, Marquis Ito, attended 
by a number of relatives and guarded by a small 
body of police, and after them followed an ap- 
parently endless line of carriages and finrtkisha. 
Few flowers were carried in the procession, the 
great bulk of those presented being sent in ad- 
vance tothe cemetery. Shortly before 2 o'clock the 
temple was reached, and after the mourners had 
taken their places, an impressive service was per- 
formed according tothe Buddhist ritual, Great 
crowds of people were packed along both sides 
of the entire route from Isarago to Shirokane, 
and in the vicinity of the temple gates the throng 
of vehicles and pedestrians threatened at one 
time to involve perilous confusion, but the sense 
of order that always pervades an assemblage of 
Japanese happily asserted itself in the end. 
Delegates from Their Majesties the Emperor, 
the Empress, and the Empress Dowager, al- 
tended ; the House of Peers sent one member 
from each of its Sections, and many of the 
principal members of the House of Representa- 
tives were also present, though a still greater 
number were prevented from coming by the 
necessity of discharging important legislative 
duties on the eve of the session’s closing. We 
need scarcely say that all the Foreign Repre- 
sentatives now in Tokyo and the staffs of the 
various Legations followed the procession or 
assisted at the ceremony in the temple. 

The late Mr. Ito Juzo was born in Chukani- 
mura, Nomo-gori, inthe Province of Suwo, and 
was the eldest son of Hayashi Sukeyemon. At 
the age of 31, in company with his wife and 
their only child, then nine years old—the pre- 
sent Marquis Ito—he went to Hagi, the seat of 
the Lord of Choshin. Having succeeded to the 
heirship of the house of Ito Yayemon, a re- 


tainer of the fief of Choshin, he changed his 


name to Ito. Eleven years afterwards, Mr. Ito 
went to Kyoto in the suite of the Choshiu clans- 





men, at that time charged with the duty of guard- 
ing the Imperial Couit. Matters relating to the 
commissariat and finance of the guards came 
within his control, and when, a few months after 
his arrival at Kyoto, the Choshiu clan was re- 
lieved of the duty of mounting guard, Mr. Ito 
participated inthe flight of the ‘Seven Court 
Nobles” to Choshiu. Shortly afterwards, in com- 
pany with the well-known Kusaka Michitake, he 
secretly went up to Kyoto to observe the state 
of affairs in the Imperial city. Their mission 
completed, they returned home to report. Two 
months afterwards, the deceased again arrived 
at Kyoto with Kusaka, at the head of a detach- 


ment of Choshiu clansmen, and the manage-|q 


meot of the commissariat and finance—the 
quarter-master-generalship—was again entru- 
sted to Mr. Ito. After the skirmishes between 
the Shogun’s forces and the Choshiu men 
—which resulted in the death of Kusaka—the 
Choshiu men retreated to their fief. In company 
with other compatriots Mr. Itothen organized the 
Nandan battalion. Though 50 years old at this 
time, he stoutly took the part of the rising gene- 
ration in the clan, and was instrumental to no 
small extent in ovérthrowing the rival faction 
that was for maintaining the isolation of Japan. 
Thas to no inconsiderable degree was he useful 
in paving the way for the inaaguration of the new 
régime. In the meantime, his illustrious son, 
the present Marquis Ito, had become one of the 
most influential upholders of the Imperial cause, 
and, in company with Takasugi Shinsaku, 
Inouye Bunda (now Count Inouye) and others, 
tdok an active purt in the anti-Tokugawa move- 
ment. The deceased gentleman never held any 
official position after the new order of things was 
established, but lived a retired life, pursaing 
his favourite occupation of gardening. He was 
of robust constitution, and though morethan once 
attacked by serious illness, his vigour up to the 
last was very remarkable. On Feb. 11th, 1889, 
on the promalgation of the Constitution, the 
honorary title of the rst gradé of the 4th rank 
was conferred upon him. The deceased is 
survived by his spouse, a matron of 78 years. 





THE SILK MERCHANTS TROUBLES. 
—_—__—____—_ 

The alarming condition of the silk market of 
Japan is attracting the serious attention of the 
vernacular press and the general public, and 
leading papers in Tokyo and the provinces are 
devoting columns a day to the situation. As 
has already been stated in this journal, the 
wholesale silk-merchants of Yokohama have 
petitioned the Wéppon Ginko for an advance of 
10 million yen, if possible free of interest, to 
enable them to tide over the difficulty. Leaving 
aside the feasibility of their scheme, it is doubt- 
ful whether any such artificial aid can enable the 
silk merchants and brokers to weather the storm. 
The chief cause of the trouble is the depressions 
in trade brought about by political complication 
in Europe and America. This has occasioned 
an excess of supply over demand. The following 
is a table showing the export of silk from Yoko- 
hama and Shanghai during the last six years :— 


From Yokohama. From Shanghai. Total. 

Bales. Bales. Bales. 

1890 sissies sscecase: 21,539 seve 46,993 100. 68,532 
BOOU scdcsinssateiee: SO\557 | cricss 50,034 ... 89,591 
WO0 2 iivecssscccsves 42,775 vere 59,068 ...... 101,843 
1863 ecisnssceve 660 355502 - xcces » 48,454 ...... 82,016 
ISOS secisivesies AS I32: esses 53.246 ...... 96,978 
1905p cicesssscevacs 46,158 ...... 57 :AG3 cseeas 103,591 


Last year the export from Yokohama and 
Shanghai to Europe and American was 7,000 
bales more than the preceding year. The 
forecast that the yield of silk in Italy last 
year would be about 30 per cent. less than 
the average was not justified, the diminution 
being only 15 per cent. On the other hand, 
the yield in Japan was considerably augmented ; 
some writers putting the increase al as much as 
30 per cent. at least, while the increment in 
China was about 20 percent. Another factor 
is the change in fashions in the higher circles 
of America, which has tended to a reduction in 
the quantity of silk required for ladies’ use. 
All these things have combined in bringing about 
the present trouble in the silk markets, not only 
of Japan, but of the world. The stock in ware- 
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houses at Yokohama now exceeds 30,000 bales. 
Attheend of February last year, the stock in Yoko- 
hama was less than 13,000 bales, while a month 
later it wasreduced to about 5,000 bales. In ordi- 
nary times, March is one of the busiest months 
of the year : but this year nothing but depression 
prevails. Such a dismal outlook has not been 
seen since Yokohama was opened to foreign 
trade. Itis estimated by trustworthy anthorities 
that there must be fully 10,000 bales ntore in 
the interior, thus bringing up the stock of 
silk in Japan to 40,000 bales. Supposing that 
one-third is used at home, there still remain 
25,000 bales or 80 to be disposed of abroad. The 
uestion now arises, how does Shanghai fare? 
The 74 informs us that chiefly owing to the 
Chinese silk merchants clearing off most of 
their stocké fast year, they are far less encum- 
bered thai their Japanese confréres. Even in 
Japan it is chiefly the wholesale merchants of 
Yokohama that are experiencing embarrass- 
ment, for the country merchants wear a compla- 
cent aspect. In one sense, the Yokohama 
merchant is himself solely to blame for the 
distress he is now suffering. Peculiar relations 
have subsisted for many years between Yoko- 
hama merchants and the country sericulturists, 
The former, eager to obtain as much silk as 
possible, generally consented to advance money 
on goods or crop prospects to the fullest ex- 
tent. Last year the wholesale merchant stipu- 
lated that these advances should be limited to 
70 per cent. of the ruling price for silk, and 
50 per cent. for waste silk. In  conse- 
quence of competition, however, these figures 
were pushed above 80 per cent., or even go per 
cent. Now the country merchahts cat not be 
persuaded to refund the balance between the 
advance ahd the actual selling price of their 
goods, while the wholesale merchants are 
under obligation to make good the money 
that they borrowed from the banks on the 
security of the future crop. Under the circum- 
stances, many sober-minded silk merchants of 
Yokohama are said to be secretly dissatisfied 
with the endeavours of their colleagues to ap- 
peal to the sympathy of the Government and the 
Nippon Ginko. Supposing that the petition of the 
Yokohama merchants is granted and the Nippon 
Ginko consents—though this is extremely doubt- 
ful—to advance the 10 million yen, strong 
objection must be entertained against the 
Bank of Japan’s affording such aid to silk 
brokers. It would cause grave difficulty to 
direct exporters of silk, such as the Doshin 
Kaisha and the Chokuyu Kaisha, the latter of 
which was started only last year. Considered 
from a practical standpoint direct exporters are 
reconnoitering agents for home merchants and 
producers. They are therefore more entitled 
to protection than are any of the Yokohama 
merchants now appealing frantically for aid. 
Moreover, tradal depression is a contingency to 
which every business is more or less liable, 
and it is beyond the power of any Government 
or Bank to prevent. Yokohama merchants must 
summon courage to face the inevitable, and 
exercise more rigid caution in future. They 
must strive to maintain their position to the 
utmost of their capacity, and arrange to work 
off the stock now in hand whenever opor. 
tunity offers. In point of fact, the American 
silk market is not so hopeless as when silver was 
at its lowest. American merchants are simply 
refraining from purchasing silk in the hope that 
the prices will further fall. One thing to which 
special attention must be paid at the juncture, is 
the prospect of the yield of silk this year. Both 
in Japah aud China the industry is steadily in- 
creasing, and in the former the growth is un- 
deniable, the total yield last year being estimat- 
ed at between 170,000 and 180,000 bales. The 
yield must be expected to be greater this year. 
In Chita, too, where filatures have recently made 
considerable development, chiefly through the 
efforts of foreign capitalists, a large yield may 
be expected. These points murst all be kept in 
view by silk merchants and producers in con- 
ducting their business during the ensuing year, 
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THE SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET. 
—_—__—~»——___ —— 

The Government sent three Supplementary 
Budgets to the Honse of Representatives on the 
14th Match. The first measare is forthe purpose 
of covering the deficit of over 14 million yen ap- 
pearing in the Budget forthe approaching year. 
The Government intends to meet this deficit by 
recourse ta new taxes and public loans. The 
Bill runs as follows :—Expenditure : 1,602,157.- 
O4I yen; revenue, 19,578,762.236 yen; leaving 
a balance of about 18 million yes ih favour of 
revenue. The second item represents expenses 
needed for the enforcement of the ship-build- 
ing and navigation encouragement laws, the 
establishment of the new Colonial Department, 
and so forth. This expenditure amounts fo 
2,670,159.737 yen. The third item repre- 
sents expenses needed for the Formosan pro- 
gramme and amounts to 38,413,507.841 yen. 
The vernacular press states, with respect to this 
last item, that of that total about 20 million yen 
is to be appropriated from the Extraordinary 
War Fund, and the remaining 10 millions from 
the surplus of the 27th fiscal year. For the 
Three Mixed Brigades recently established in 
Formosa a sum of 4,900,000 yew is required. 

Since writing the above, we have recelved 
official documents embodying the Supple- 
mentary Budget. We therefore give further 
details of the Supplementary Revetue and Ex- 
penditures, which are as follow :— 


SUPPLEMENTARY Ravenug. rer. 
Regist ation Tax... .ccsccssccscseesecees 6,423,.993.000 
Interest on money deposited with 
Bank of Japan in accordance 
with Law 16 (1894) and Law 6 
(1896) ss sen 
Sum jiaid in with regatd to Pen 
sions to Survivors of Government 
Officials and contributivus to the 
War-vessel Constraction Fumd 
accruing fiom the increased 
number of Government Eme 
DIOVES~ cisiscsscssacenvenvesticye shane 
Appropriated from Surplus of 27th 
fiscal year....cccscccees wenecaesunesveus 
Public Undertakings Loan, to be 
floated in the 29th fiscal years... 


3,115,750.000 


13,166.000 
1,651,352.000 
8,374,500.000 
remem mormncsanatestoetodany 


POU wy cscesiercieciise seees 19,578, 762,000 


SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURBS. 
Fund for collecting new or amend- 


Cd Taxes w.rsccccsscccocssceresseesesss  248,742.000 
Interest aud charges incidental to 
floating Public Undertakings 
LOaih s ccsssssiaesacasecuavasseveunses ws. —_:180,798.000 
Manufacture of Bonds for said 
Loan .....00 edean snags sevins sndeauaededs 42,366.000 
Fund incidental to Enforcement of 
Tobacco Monopoly Law ......... 1,130,250 000 
eC 


Total ..cseccsssscssssesese-ee  1,602,556.000 





Balance... ...ssesesseesesees 175976,609.000 





Sum to be added to Revenue of 

Budget for 29th year...........006. 14,;204,609.000 
Sum to be deducted from Revenue 

of Budget for 29th year........0.6. 3.701,230.000 
This sum will be deducted as follow :— 
Diminution 6f old Registration 

fees incidental to enforcement of 


Registration Tax,......cccccsscsceees I, 0.000 
Diminutiow of old Licenses in- amet? 

cidental to Amendment of Saké 

DAN  isdisencescsvinssasisguvessesevesses 430,510.000 
Abolition of Veast Tax....ccccsseceee 32,010.000 
Abolition of Tobacco Tax.......... a 186,300.000 
Abolition of Soy Tax.......cccescseses ? 
Abolition of Confectionary Tax ... 147,244.000 
Abolition of Vehicles Tax.........00 399,899.000 
Abolition of Fees for transactions 

in Cattle and Horses ........... vee 37.154.000 
Abolition of Import Duties on Raw 

CONG csiciccccigcess saeeanniee teeeees 530,320,000 
Sum to be deducted incidental ‘to 

expunging items of appropriation 

from the Indemnity entered in 

Budget for 2gth fiscal year ...... 70,765.000 





Mr. Kiyooka Kuninosnke, the newly ap- 
pointed manager of the Hongkong branch of 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, left for Hongkong 
on the 24th inet. Mr. Terami Kiichi, the new 
manager of the Viadivostock branch, will pro- 
ceed to his post on the 28th inst, 
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THE TRUE REASON OF FOREIGN 


ANTIPATHY TO TREATY 
REVISION. 


SATE Oh RODE 

T is very interesting to learn from the 

Fapan Gasette that while the foreign 
residents have hitherto based their ob- 
jections to Treaty Revision on want of 
confidence in Japanese jurisdiction, their 
real reason has been reluctance to be ex- 
posed to the temptation of ‘‘ stepping in 
and taking possession of a very beautiful 
country owned by an exceedingly docile 
and patient people.” We remember that 
some earnest of this desire not to be 
led into temptation was given, several 
years ago, by a highly respectable British 
_ merchant, who, speaking at the annual 
general meeting of the Yokohama Chamber 
of Commerce, pleaded that were we all 
brought under Japanese jurisdiction, we 
should be able to divorce our wives at a 
moment’s notice. The force of that peril 
did not immediately appeal to husbands 
whose fancy for remaining united with 
their wives had its root in causes other 
than the provisions of law. But there is 
no difficulty in understanding the dreadful 
moral trial to which foreigners will be ex- 
posed when they obtain free access to the 
interior of Japan. They will commence 
by exploiting the courts of law. These, 
it used to be foolishly supposed, were 
objects of dread to the unhappy alien 
deprived of the protection of his na- 
tional jurisdiction. But, on the con- 
trary, they will serve as one of the 
instruments to promote his ambitious 
aims. ‘A very large number of the 
Japanese judges being venal, it will be 
possible to manipulate many of the 
courts of law.” Instead of suffering from 
the alleged incompetence and partiality 
of the Japanese judiciary, the subtle, 
fin-du-siécle foreigner will buy the judges 
and pervert them into tools for working 
injustice in his own interests. How 
silly we all were to be timorous of such 
a chimera! While we were justice- 
able by officials of our own nationality 
that could not be bought and sold, it was 
necessary to submit to some restraints of 
morality in our dealings with the Japanese 
lest they should hale us before the candid 
Consul and expose us to ugly penalties. 
But with the disappearance of Consular 
Jurisdiction that evil contingency will 
disappear also. . We shatl be able 
to play fast and loose in our dealings 
with Japanese, the Judges being in our 
pay. So, too, ofthe Diet. There used to 
-be a most stupid dread lest the Japanese 
Legislature should incline to anti-foreign 
discrimination when its enactments be- 
came binding on the stranger within the 
gates. That notion was as fatuous as the 
other. ‘The notorious corruption of the 
legislators of the Diet, suggests how 
wealthy and unscrupulous men may lay 
hold of the reins of power.” We shall 
buy the members of both Houses, com- 
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SOVEREIGN to sanction such laws, and we 
shall have to buy the SOVEREIGN himself. 


fold by getting ‘ possession of a very 
beautiful country owned by an exceeding- 
ly docile and patient people.” Yet again, 
it used to be most superficially maintained 
that the opening of the interior would 
benefit the foreigner very little, if at all. 
That, too, was merely a ruse to deceive 
the Japanese. There will be a “swift 
inrush of foreign capital.” ‘In mining, 
in manufacturing, and in wharves and 
decks, the foreign capitalist will be omni- 
potent.” ‘Stealthily and by devious 
paths he will soon command all that money 
can purchase, .and all the power that the 
masterfulness of the European can assert 
aver the less virile Asiatic.” A dreadful 
era, pregnant with destruction for Japan’s 
independence and with immoral gain for 
the foreigner is about todawn. Not for 
the sake of the foreign residents’ attach- 
ment to their own laws and reluctance to 
submit to the jurisdiction of an Oriental 
Power, was such stout opposition shown 
towards Treaty Revision during so many 
years. The real motives of the conserva- 
tives were a lingering sentiment of pity 
for Japan, and aconscience-smitten shrink- 
ing from the temptations to which the 
opening of the country would expose 
themselves. We trust that when the evil 
day comes for Japan, when her judges, 
her legislators, her mines, her docks, her 
wharves, and her factories all begin 
to pass into the foreigner’s pocket, 
her resentment will at least be miti- 
gated by a recollection of the length 
of time that the alien hesitated before 
opening the drama of colossal peculation. 
We trust, also, that she will forget how 
many bad names he called her for seem- 
ing occasionally to distrust him, and how 
he sneered at her fitful displays of dislike 
























her wholesale. 





moners and peers, and make them pass 
laws placing all the good things in the 
country at the foreigner’s disposal. We 
shall have to buy the Cabinet at the same 
time, in order that it may recommend the 


unscrupulous use of wealth, he will him- 
self ‘hold the reins of power;” and 
finally, to the fact that he will have to sub- 
mit to ‘the tender mercies of that erratic 
hybrid known as Japanese law” admini- 
stered by courts which he will himself 
manipulate. No one can criticise the 
frankness of that programme, for no o#e 
can possibly understand it. And if any 
imagine that he can, let him proceed to 
solve this conundrum, that while, on the 
one hand, the revision of the treaties will 
enable “foreign capitalists to step in and 
take possession of this very beautiful 
Japan ” and her “‘ exceedingly docile and 
patient people,” on the other, the revi- 
sion of the treaties is an evidence of ‘the 
adroitness of Japanese statesmen and the 
blundering stupidity of English diplo- 
mats.” 


















































But it will be all quite easy, and the ex- 
pense involved will be repaid a thousand 








THE CIVIL CODE. 


—_ 


eee See 

HE revised portions of the Civil Code 

were passed by the House of Peers 
on the 23rd instant, with the amendments 
introduced by the Lower House, and will 
therefore become law at an early date. 
They represent the bulk of the Code, 
which may now, therefore, be regarded as 
secure against the dangers that threatened 
it a few years ago. In view of the im- 
portance of this incident, we may recall 
some facts connected with the Code. 
Promulgated by the Government in 1891, 
it was to have goue into operation from 
January rst, 1893. But a strong agitation 
was organized against it, chiefly on the 
grounds that sufficient care and time had 
not been devoted to its compilation ; that 
many of its provisions did needless vio- 
lence to the established customs and im- 
memorial traditions of Japan; that it was 
virtually nothing more than a transcript of 
foreign laws; that its provisions were so 
complicated and so confusedly drafted as 
to be scarcely intelligible, and, finally, that 
its purpose was to pave the way for Treaty 
Revision, ratherthan to minister tothe legis- 
lative wants ofthenation. Thelast ofthese 
charges undoubtedly embodied the gist of 
the Codes unpopularity. The nation still 
laboured under an angry impression that 
the Government had attempted to pur- 
chase the compliance of foreign Powers 
in the matter of Treaty Revision by offer- 
ing concessions injurious to the dignity of 
the empire, and when a cry was raised 
that the Civil Code owed its premature 
promulgation to the same spirit of sub- 
missive conciliation, every one was ready 
to pick a hole in the new laws. A reso- 
lution was passed in both the Upper 
and the Lower Houses of the Diet, 
to the effect that the Code could not 
be put into operation without revision, 
and that an interval of five years 
must be allowed for that purpose. It 
seemed to many persons that all hope of 
obtaining the Diet’s consent to the Code 
must then be finally abandoned. At- 


towards folks who were preparing to rob 


There is cause to sympathise with the 
love of truth that drove the Japan Gazette 
to make this most indiscreet confession. 
But lest all our fellow-residents should not 
be equally placable when they see their 
giant designs prematurely unmasked, we 
desire to point out that our contemporary 
has made a most adroit effort to abscure 
the situation. In the same article where 
Japan’s passage into foreign pockets is 
so graphically described, the wily alien is 
warned that he must “ now resign himself 
to the fact that he is to be handed over 
to the onerous burden of taxation” im- 
posed by a legislature which he is about 
to corrupt to his own ends ; also to the 
fact that he “ will be deserted by his own 
Government” in a country where, by an 
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tempts made in Western countries— 
Germany and England, for example— 
to codify the civil laws of the land have 
ended in complete failure, and when a 
Diet decides that revision occupying 5 
years is required by a Code to the com- 
pilation of which some 17 years have al- 
ready been devoted, apprehensions are 
naturally suggested that the Code’s fate 
is sealed. That opinion, freely expressed 
at the time, was combatted by us on the 
grounds that Japan must have an intel- 
ligible body of civilized laws suited to 
her altered conditions, aud that laws 
being imperatively needed—not one or 
two, but a volume—the form in which they 
are promulgated became a_ secondary 
consideration. It was replied, however, 
that, instead of attempting to compile 
and promulgate a complete code, the 
better plan would be to devote legislative 
effort, in the first place, to such branches 
of law as were specially needed, leaving 
the rest for future consideration, and the 
opponents of codification showed a strong 
disposition to support that view. At the 
last moment the situation was partially 
saved: the advocates of codification 
succeeded in adding to the Diet’s re- 
solution a clause providing that so soon 
_as the revision of any portions of the 
Code was completed, such portions 
might be put into immediate opera- 
tion, after obtaining the Diet’s con- 
sent. The Government thereupon ap- 
pointed a Committee of Revision. It con- 
sisted of 33 members, comprising many of 
Japan’s best jurists and several’ practical 
business men, the whole presided over by 
Marquis ITO himself, the Vice-President 
being Marquis SAIONJI. By steady work 
the Committee succeeded in revising the 
greater part of the code before the end of 
last year, and the revised laws, numbering 
723, were laid before the Lower House 
on the 25th of February. Only a month 
of the session then remained. It was 
obvious that if either House wished to at- 
tempt any exhaustive examination of such 
a body of laws, so brief an interval could 
not possibly suffice: the Bill would have tobe 
entrusted toa continuing committee—that 
is to Say, a committee sitting after the 
conclusion of the session—and the appro- 
val of the Diet could not be obtained be- 
fore the ensuing session. It was further 
obvious that if either House adopted that 
course, the ultimate passing of the Code 
must be very problematical, for although 
the enactment of special laws on parti- 
cular subjects may be accomplished 
with tolerable celerity by a legislative 
machine so unwieldy us a Diet of two 
Houses, the minute discussion and adop- 
tion of a whole code by such a crowd 
of legislators would be a Sisyphean 
task. Hence the attitude of the Houses 
was watched with much anxiety. The 
Representatives, on receiving the Bill, 
entrusted it at once toa Special Com- 
mittee of 27, under the presidency of Mr. 
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THE “ THALES” CASE. 


——j>_—_—_ —_ ‘ 
T is plain that the case of the Zhales 


is destined to take its place among 
the instances of ‘“ weak foreign policy ” 
laid to the charge of the ITo Cabinet by the 
Opposition. Reference has been made to 
it in both Houses of the Diet, and a Pro- 
fessor of the Imperial University has de- 
livered a lecture, intended to show that 
the Japanese Government might with pro- 
priety have sustained the proceedings 
taken by their naval officers, instead of dis- 
avowing and apologizing for them. We 
purpose to show here that not only the 
particular act on account of which repar- 
ation and apology were offered by the 
Japanese Government, but also the initial 
step taken by Japanese naval officers, and 
not subsequently challenged, were al- 
together opposed to the Law of Nations, 
as now recognised and enforced. 

The British steamer Zhales, lying an- 
chored in the Formosan port of Anping, 
preparatory to starting for Amoy, between 
which place and Formosa she plied re- 
gularly, was boarded and searched by 
Japanese officials on the afternoon of 
October 2oth, it being supposed that Liu, 
Chief of the Formosa insurgents, was con- 
cealed on board. Liv not being found on 
the ship, she was suffered to leave the 
port. Subsequently, however, the Japan- 
ese Authorities, having reason to think 
that the rebel chief had eluded their 
search and was still hidden in the steamer, 
sent a swift man-of-war in pursuit, and 
the latter, overhauling the Zhales on the 
high seas, some fifteen nautical miles 
from Amoy, stopped her, renewed the 
search, demanded the surrender of 7 of 
her passengers, and finally allowed her to 
proceed on condition that two Japanese 
officers should be placed in charge of the 
7 passengers, and that the latter should 
be handed over to the Japanese Consul in 
Amoy on the steamer’s arrival there. 
The surrender of the passengers was, of 
course, immediately demanded by the 
British Consul in Amoy, and the visitation 
of the Zhales on the high seas havjng 
been made a subject of complaint by 
Great Britain, the Japanese Government 
recoguised that its officials had violated 
the law of nations, offered due apology 
and tendered reparation to the Thales. 


HOSHI TORU, and after 19 days the Com- 
mittee presented its report. Several 
amendments of a minor nature were re- 
commended, but, on the whole, the report 
was favourable, and the House, recognis- 
ing that it must either take a great deal 
on trust, or condemn the Code to another 
long delay, passed the Bill at once. It 
might then have been supposed that all 
serious difficulties were at an end. But 
such was not the case. Among the mem- 
bers of the Upper House are included a 
number of legal experts and ex-Senators, 
and from them chiefly might opposition 
be expected, if the spirit of opposition were 
abroad. There apprehensions happily 
proved groundless. On March the 18th, 
the Bill came up for its first reading by the 
Peers. An unusual incident then occurred. 
According to the ordinary routine of pro- 
cedure, a Government Bill, when first read 
by either House, must be submitted with- 
out debate to a special committee, the 
members being permitted to ask questions 
only. But on this occasion, Mr. MURATA 
TAMOTSU, hitherto the leader of the CoJle’s 
enemies in the Upper House, obtained 
permission to depart from the usual order, 
and entering the rostrum, announced that 
he found the amended laws satisfactory, 
and that the revisions effected since March 
1893, had deprived him of any cause of 
complaint. The Bill was then handed to 
a Special Committee of 15, and having 
been favourably reported on five days 
later, was passed without difficulty, the 
date for putting the Code into operation 
being left for settlement by Imperial Or- 
dinance. The Law of Persons and the 
Law of Evidence remain still to be sub- 
mitted to the Diet, but it may now be 
assumed, with tolerable certainty, that the 
operation of the whole Civil Code will not 
be delayed much longer. For foreigners 
the importance of all this lies in its 
bearing on Treaty Revision. That an 
intelligible body of civil laws, adapted to 
modern requirements, should be in force 
in Japan, is a preliminary essential to the 
operation of the revised Treaties. Pend- 
ing that consummation, the Japanese Go- 
vernment could not safely accept the re- 
sponsibility of assuming jurisdiction over 
foreigners. There has been much talk of 
late about the chances of a further post- 
ponement of Treaty Revision owing to 
the exaction, by France or Germany, of 
terms unacceptable to Japan. In our 
Opinion, the chance really lay in the fate 
of the Civil Code. Had that body of law 
failed to pass the Diet, the abolition of 
Consular jurisdiction might have been re- 
legated to a very distant future. Neither 
Germany nor France, rumour zon obstante, 
has yet concluded a revised treaty with 
Japan, but the remaining obstacles are 
not serious, and never were at any time 
comparable with the possible and pro- 
bable difficulty of getting the Japanese 
Civil Code enacted and put into operation. 
——————————— 
















































There are here two distinct acts, name- 
ly, the boarding and search of the Thales 
as she lay in a Formosan port, and her 
subsequent stoppage and visitation on the 
high seas. The second of these acts alone 
has hitherto come under diplomatic and 
public consideration, and has been upheld 
by Professor TERAO, as well as by politi- 
cians of the Opposition in both Houses of 
the Japanese Diet. Having already dis- 
cussed that act in these columns, and shown 
it to be irreconcilable with any acknow- 
ledged tenet of international law, we 
shall not now pursue the subject further 
than Lo quote some conclusive verdicts. 
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eee neeteengee ene natn aa ae 
Extract from instructions issued by the French] avowed the act of their Minister in Guate- 

Government to French Ships-of-War, in 1859. mala and deprived him of his post. 

2.—In virtue of the independence of its national : 
flag, a merchant ship, navigating the high seas, Here, then, was an instance of a Go- 
is wot subject lo any foreign jurisdiction except vernment’s seeking to arrest one of their 
under the authority of a treaty. A vessel-of-war ou es . 
can not, therefore, visit, detain, arrest, or seize any | OWN citizens within their own waters, on 
merchant vessel unless such vessel be recognised | board a foreign merchant steamer. Itisto 
to be of the same nationality as the vessel-of-war. : 

anes: | be observed, in the first place, that the act 
Extract from instructions issued by the British 

Government to British Ships-of-War, in 1859. |was preceded by due reference to the 

In virtue of the immunity of national flags, vol United States Minister in Guatemala, and 
merchant-vessel navigating the high seas is sub- . ‘ 
ject to any foreign jurisdiction. A vessel-of-war that, without his consent, no steps to 

effect the arrest would have been taken. 
This point had better be disposed of at 
once.. CALVO, in his ‘Le Droit Inter- 
national,” says :— 


cannot, therefore, visit, detain, arrest, or seize 
(except under Treaty), any merchant-vessel not 
recognized as belonging to her own nation. 
DECREE OF THE PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT. 
(TRANSLATION. ] 

Palace of the Necessidates, As regards merchant vessels, for all crimes or 
offences committed by seamen, either on board or 
ashore, against foreigners, or in such a way as to 
disturb public order or to affect the interests of the 
country in whose waters the vessel is at anchor, as 
well as for matters in which the parties interested 


February 29, 1848. 
It having become a question whether cruizers, 
ask, of their own accord, the aid and support of 
the local authorities, the police of the country have 


having commenced a chase, in Portugueee ports 

or waters, of foreign vessels supposed to be there 
an absolute right to pursue the guilty party even 
on board of the vessel to which he belongs, if he 

















































surrender political offenders,” says Mr. Marcy, 
‘is nota duty, but, on the contrary, compliance 
with such a demand would be considered a dis- 
honorable subserviency to a foreign Power and 
an act meriling the reprobation of mankind.” ® 
* # The causes that have operated to foster the 
maintenance of an asylum for political offenders 
in legations have contributed, perhaps even more 
powerfully, to secure a place of refuge for them 
on foreign vessels. * ® * Iu 1849, the British 
Admiralty consulted the Foreign Office touching 
the disorders then prevailing in Naples. On the 
4th of August in that year, Mr, Addington, the 
Under-Secretary of State, replied as follows :— 
“ Viscount Palmerston directs me to request that 
you will acquaint the Board of Admiralty that his 
Lordship is of opinion that it would wot be right 
to receive and harbour on board of a British man- 
of-war any person flying from justice on a criminal 
charge, or who was escaping from the sentence of 
a court of law. But a British man-of-war has 
always and everywhere been considered a safe 
refuge for persons of whatever country or party 
who have sought shelter under the British flag 
from persecution on account of their political con- 
duct or opinions.” 


Finally, in order to show how the princi- 
ples enunciated above are carried into 
practice, we extract another paragraph 
from Mr. BLAINE’S despatch :— 


A case occurred in Guatemala in September, 
1884, when an oral request was made by Sefior 
Cruz, then Minister for Foreign Affairs, of Mr. 
H. Remson Whitehouse, the Consul-General of 
the United States, looking to his concurrence in 
the proposed detention of two men, Modesto 
Huerte and Francisco Ruiz Sandoval, who were 
alleged to have taken active part in the then recent 
insurrection on the Mexican frontier, and who 
were passengers in transit on the Pacific Mail 
steamer Clyde, then lying in the port of San José, 
Mr. Whitehouse, with commendable discretion, 
answered Sefior Cruzin writing that he did not 
consider himself authorized to act in the matter; 
and the arrest was not effected. 


It is thus abundantly clear that the ac- 
tion taken by the Japanese officials with 
regard to the British steamer 7ha/es, as 
she lay in Anping harbour, was contrary 
to the law and usages of nations. Even 
if Liu YuNG-Fu, the Black Flag leader, 
had been a common criminal, his pursuit 
should not have been carried on board 
the Zhales without the concurrence of the 
British Consular authorities ; and since he 
was not acommon criminal, but a politi- 
cal offender possessing an undoubted 
right of asylum under the shadow of 
the British flag, that concurrence could 
never have been obtained. Perhaps it 
may be expedient to add that a state of 
war did not exist at the time. The ex- 
istence of an actual state of war warrants 
the visitation and search of a foreign 
vessel for contraband of war without the 
concurrence of the Consular Authorities of 
her nationality. But no state of war exist- 
ed when the Zales was visited in search 
of Liu YUNG-FU. Peace had been con- 
cluded with China many months pre- 
viously. Hence the whole procedure of 
the Japanese, whether in the port of An- 
ping or on the high sea near Amoy, finds 
no justification in international law. 

There renfains one point to be noted. 
We have dealt above with the tenets of 
international law as generally acknow- 
ledge and practised. But it has been 
claimed in defence of the action taken by 
the Japanese Naval Authorities in stop-, 
ping the Thales on the high seas, that 
international law is a progressive science, 
and that the detention of the steamer was 
in accordance with the latest dictum of 





















































No attention, however, has hitherto been 
publicly paid to the first act, namely, 
the boarding and search of the Thales 
in the port of Anping. Yet, in that 
proceeding also, the Japanese officials 
undoubtedly transgressed international 
law. There is no need to search the pages 
of text books for authorities: a strictly 
analogous case is on record. In August 
1890, General J. MARTIN BARRUNDINA, 
who had been an aspirant for the Pre- 
sidency of Guatemala, and had endea- 
voured to advance his pretensions by re- 
volutionary movements, fron: the conse- 
quences of which he was now a fugitive, 
took passage in the S.S. Acapulco, flying 
the flag of the United States. He em- 
barked from a Mexican port, but the vessel 
touched, en route, at San José in Guate- 
mala, and the Guatemalan Government, 
having obtained the consent of the Ame- 
rican Minister in Guatemala, sent a party 
of constables on board the ship to effect 
the fugitive’s arrest, but he, resisting with 


infiinging the laws of the country, can in one 
continuous pursuit carry on the chase, visit, and 
capture such vessels, beyond the recognized limits 
(liecha de respeito) of the said ports and waters, 
in the event of the suspicions which gave rise to 
that act proving well founded ; and the law officer | jas succeeded in taking refuge there, provided tn 
of the Crown having been consulted on this sub-| 425. jatter case they come to an understanding 
ject, and having thereon given his opinion of the] a s44 the Consul of the nation concerned.* 
gth instant, as well as the Ministry of Foreign ; , 
Affairs, as appears from the despatch fromm that Further, in a despatch from the Ameri- 
department, dated also the 22nd instant; the!can Secretary of State, Mr. J. G. BLAINE, 
Queen orders a communication to be made to the ‘ 
ajor-General of the Navy; for his information,} On the subject of the Acapulco case, we 
as for its due effect, through the Ministry of| find these statements :— 
Marine, that neither by any special law, nor by In ordinary cases of arrest of criminals under 
the principles of maritime international right, can lepal process, such concurrent action (i.e. of 
Portuguese men-of-war pursue, visit, and capture, re Cansolac avd the local authot ities) las been 
in time of peace, beyond the territorial waters, esvcendial- practice. °. © = bam anawate st 
the ships of any foreign nation which may have any reported case in which the arrest was made 
anleinged (he lawsiol inet Isingeom every ough or the demand enforced in the event of a refusal 
the Sapa giae have eee within those on the part of a representative of the nation to 
waters and been continuously kept up beyond ; 
them, so long as no right of search and capture on Se erie co Gisiee waste Regieslecinn dil 
the high seas shall exist by express Treaty. cords of this Department afford séveral compara- 
AgostinHo ALBANO Da Sitvgrio PINTO. |tively recent instances of the arrest of alleged 
; offenders on American vessels in Spanish ports. 
These references establish, beyond all Ti. (idee Gadée: the consular oc diplomatic office: 
doubt, the principle of international law | has invariably been applied to for his consent, and 
recognised and practised by France, ee aA vane in authentic legal form, 
° . ( « 
Great Britain, and Portugal. Even had the Both the Spanish publicist and the Ame- 
Thales herself been guilty aban infraction, rican Secretary of State refer, in the above 
and even had her pursuit been continuous extracts, to offenders against criminal 
—neither of which conditions was fulfilled ae Sedinary malefactots.. Netseren in 
—her detention and visitation on the high their case, any attempt to effect a avrnst 
. ’ 
seas was contrary to the law. of nations. on board a foreign ship must be preceded 
by application to the Consular authorities 
of the country whose flag the vessel flies. 
No such application was made by the 
Japanese officials before visiting the Thales 
in the port of Anping. 

The chief of the Black Flags was not a 
criminal, however. He was a political 
offender. That fact materially changes 
the aspect of the case. A fugitive from 
ordinary criminal justice may be pursued 
on board a foreign ship within the terri- 
torial waters of the nation whose penal 
laws he has violated, provided that the 
Consular authorities of the nation to which 
the ship belongs are consenting parties. 
But fugitives from prosecution for poli- 
tical acts, can never be thus pursued. In 
support of this assertion the following very 
pertinent declarations may be adduced 
from Mr. BLAINE’S despatch referred to 
above :— 

By many writers it is asserted to be the duty of 
nations to assist in the recovery of fugitives from 
justice, but even those that maintain the most ex- 
treme doctrine on that subject, hold that itis a 

arms, was shot in the struggle that ensued. | part of veka Linens earns en sevet ee ty 

i ‘ t f 
When intelligence of these events reached | <2 Riau! B°y thiele’ palitical a a. arash 
the Government in Washington, they dis- * Our italics. 
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Western publicists, namely, the Resolu- 
tion adopted by the Institute of Inter- 
national Law at Paris in 1894. Here is 


the Resolution :— 

Resolution relative to the definition and iegula- 
tion of territorial waters, adapted by the Institute 
of International law, at Paris, March 31, 1894. 

Art. 8 * * * The Riverain State has the 
right to continue upow the high seas a pursuit 
commenced within territorial waters, and lo arrest 
and to judge the ship which may have committed 
an infraction within the limits of its territorial 
waters. Incase of capture upon the high seas, the 
fact shall, however, be notified without delay to 
the State whose flag the ship carries. * * 


But eventhough this Resolution had been 
accepted—whichit has not—by the nations, 
as embodying a principle to be hereafter 
observed in practice, it could have no 
application to the case under review. For 
it refers to a ship that has committed an 
infraction, and assuredly, even if there 
had been proof that the Thales had wit- 
tingly received the Black Flag leader, 
and was endeavouring to abet his escape, 
no infraction could have been charged 
against her, since such an act would have 
been nothing more than a part of what 
is described as “every nation’s inde- 
pendence and sovereignty,” namely, the 
granting of asylum to political refugees. 
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DIET. 


THURSDAY, MARCH IQgTH. 
HOUSE OF PBBRS. 


The House met at 10.52 a.m.,, the Order of 
the Day being— 


semSecond Reading of the Government Bill relating to Opera- 
tions of Foreign ‘Vrade outside the Open Ports. (Sent up 
from Lowes House.) 
e.—Second Readings of 8 Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
oundaries. 
3.—First Reading of Bill relating to the Amalgamation of 
Banks. (Sent up from Lower House,) 


q-—First Reading of the Enigrants Protection Bill. (Sent up 
from Lower Houee. 
g.—~Firet Reading of 6 Bills relating to Changes of Divisional 
Boundaries, 
oo} cercennceion relating to the Protection of Marjne Pro» 
ucta. 


Tho first Bill was passed through its Second 
and Third Readings without debate, as were 
also the 8 Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries. 

The Bill relating to the Amalgamation of 
Banks was then read. It isa measure consist- 
ing of 32 articles, and contains various provi- 
sions to be observed by Banks desiring to 
amalgamate. Baron Tajiri, Government Dele- 
gate, explained that banking enterprise having 
now extended throughout the empire, several 
of the small banks showed a tendency to com- 
bine into larger and more solid institutions. The 
provisions of law already existing were not 
sufficient for the smooth conduct of such opera- 
tions, and the Government had consequently 
compiled and presented the Bill now before 
them. 

Some questions having been asked ag to the 
amendinents made in the Bill by the Lower 
Hause, it was finally handed to a Special Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
briefly explained the Bill for the protection of 
Emigrants, and it was handed to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

The six Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries were entrusted to a Special Com- 
mitte without question or debate. 

The Representation relating to the Protection 
of Marine Products was introduced by Mr. Mu- 
rata Tamotsu. After dwelling upon the facts that 
Japan possessed an exceptionally extended line of 
. eea-coast, and that her wealth of marine products 
was very great, the document went on to com- 

lain, that owing to want of capital for purchas- 
ing stout boats and improved gear, the fisher- 
men were obliged to be content with obtaining 


a few Gsh near the shore and could not extend 
their operations to the deep sea. They were 
compelled, therefore, 
reigners came in good vessels hs 
modern appliances and carried away quantities 
of valuable marine products from waters within 
sight of Japan. 
behoved the State to stretch outa helping han 
by providing capital to develop this splendid 
source of national wealth. 
that he had introduced this Representation in 
the third session of the Diet, but it had re- 
mined without practical results. 
that foreigners had carried away about fifty 
million yen worth of sea otters and seals from 
Japanese waters; that they caught about 90 
whales annually, and that great quantities of 
other kinds of fish also fell into their hands 
owing to the financial incapacity of Japanese 
fishermen. 
annually from the Treasury would suffice to 
correct the situation. 
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to stand idly by while fo- 
furnished with all 


Under these circumstances, it 
hand 


Mr. Murata said 


He alleged 


A grant of 100,000 or 150,000 yen 


Mr. Tanaka Toshio having spoken in sup- 


port of the Resolution, it was passed by the 


House. 

The President said that as the Session was 
drawing rapidly to a close, he would, with the 
House's permission, add one or two Bills to 
the Order. 

The Lower House’s amendments of the Bill 
relating to Ship’s Officers were then considered, 
and the Bill relating to the Inspection of Horses 
(sent up from the Lower House) was read for 
the first time and handed to a Special Com- 
mittee. 

The House rose at 12.25 p.m. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
a.—Firet Reading of the Bill for amending the Local School 

Regulations. (Sent down from the Peers.) 
s.—Second Reading of two Bills relating to Changes of Divie 

sional Boundaries. 
3-—First Reading of Bill for amending Law No. 20 of the azth 

a of Misi. 

:— Hes Reading of a Bill for abolishing the Import Duty on 
ool. 
g-—Second Rea:iing of a Bill for changing the Boundaries of 

Osaka and Hyugo. 
6—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Control of 

Temple and Shrine Forest Lands. 


Mr. Makino, Vice-Minister of Education, said 
that he should offer full explanations of the first 
Bill when the Special Committee came to ex- 
amine it, and the Bill was handed to a Special 
Committee. 


The Bills relating to Changes of Divisional 
Boundaries were passed at once. 

The Bill for amending Law No. 20 of 1894, 
had reference to a matter of pensions for meri- 
torious services. It was handed to the Special 
Committee already entrusted with the examina- 
tion of a cognate measure. The object of the 
Bill was to extend the operation of the general 
pardon granted by the Sovereign in 1894, by 
which grant the incomes of Shisotu who had 
been deprived of their status subsequently to 
the 3rd year of Afeifi, were restored. The Bill 
provided that the same privilege be granted 
from the beginning of the Meij# era. The Go- 
vernment Delegate asked the House to note that 
the proposal could not be carried out without 
very great difficulty, and that the Government 
must refuse to consent to it. 

Mr. Matsuo Kanzo introduced the Bill for 
abolishing the import duty on wool. He said 
that manufacturing enterprise must be the great 
aim of Japan. At present the import of wool- 
len manufactured goods amounted to some ten 
million yes annually, and undoubtedly these 
could be produced at home if circumstances 
were a little more favourable. The woollen 
manufacturing industry was just beginning to 
develop, and would be greatly stimulated if the 
raw material were relieved from a tax of § per 
cent. The immediate loss to the Treasury 
would be only 50,000 yew. The change was to 
come into operation from April rst, 1896. 

The House passed the Bill without debate. 

The Bill for changing the Boundaries of 
Osaka and Hyogo was rejected, after some 
debate. 

Mr. Saito Ryosuke, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill relat- 
ing to the Control of Temple and Shrine Forest 
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Lands, with various amendments. 
ceedings of Lower House, February 26th.) 


[March 28, 1896. 


(Vide Pro- 


The Government Delegate traversed the 


amendments proposed by the Committee. The 
Government was not opposed to the general 
object of the Bill, but its provisions, especially 
as amended by the Committee, 
objectionable points. 


presented many 


After a brief debate, the House voted for the 


Second Reading and proceeded with it at once, 
but before all the articles had been considered 
the House was counted out at 5.25 p.m. 


SATURDAY, MARCH 2IST. 
HOUSE OF PBBRS. 
The Committees alone assembled. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
The House met at 1.19 p.m., the Order of 


the Day being— 


s.—Second Reading of the Forestry Law 
@.—Second Reading of the 


Bill relating to the Finance of the 
Tobacco Monopol 


g.—Second Reading of the Bill for changing Divisional Bound- 


aries in Kyoto. 


q—Second Reading of the Bill for entrusting to Private Con- 


struction certain Railways included in the Scheme of Gene- 
ral Construction. 


g.—Second Neate of the Bill relating to the Cootrol of 
rin 


Temple andS e Forest Lands. ; 
6.—First Reading of two Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries. 


Mr. Sakurai Tsutomu, on behalf of the Spe- 
cial Committee, reported at considerable length 
on the Forestry Bill, a compendious measure 
containing 102 articles. The report was favour- 
able on the whole, but various amendments had 
been introduced by the Committee, many of 
them in the sense of lightening the restrictions 
of the Government's programme. 

A great number of questions were asked and 
answered, occupying much time, but the debate 
that ensued was very brief. 

The House voted for the Second Reading of 
the Bill, and decided to proceed with it on the 
following day. 

Mr. Hamano Shimpei, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
Bill relating to the Finance of the Tobacco 
Monopoly Syatem, and the House passed it 
without debate. (Vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, March 16th.) 

The Bill for amalgamating certain Divisions 
in Kyoto was reported on unfavorably by the 
Special Committee, and despite the support of 
the Government Delegate, was rejected. 

Mr. Mochizuki Unai, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
entrusting the construction of a number of rail- 
ways to private companies. He explained that 
the proposal bad no connection with the gene- 
ral question of State versus private construction. 
It was merely a point of convenience. Govern- 
ment was already charged with the conduct of 
heavy railway works, and unless recourse were 
had to private enterprise, as originally contem- 
plated in the Railway Construction Law, it 
would be impossible to have all the important 
roads built within the time prescribed by public 
necessily. 

Considerable discussion ensued, but the 
House finally passed the Bill through its Second 
and Third Readings. (Vide Proceedings of 
Lower House, March 16th.) 

The Special Committee reported in favour of 
the Bill for the Control of Temple and Shrine 
Lands, with some amendments, but before the 
Second Reading could be pm to the vote, the 
House was counted out at 4,48 p.m. 


MONDAY, MARCH 23RD. 


HOUSE OF PBERS. 
The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z—=Second Reading of the Bill embodying portions of the Re- 
vised Civil Code. 

a.—Second Reading of the Trades Tax Revised Law. 

g.-—Second Reading of the Tobacco Menon? Bill, 

4—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Tobacco Tax 
Regulations. 

g.—Second Reading of the Saké Tax Bills. 

6.—Second Reading of the Registration Bill. 

aE ened Reading of the Industrial Bonds Bill. 

.— Second Reading of the River Control Bill. 

g—Second Readivg of the Bill for amending the Board of 
Audit Law. 

xo.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Retirement of 
Officials of the Board of Audit. 

aieRerond Reading of the Bill relating to the Examination, etc., 
o orses 

22.—Second Reading of the Bil for changing the Position and 
Jurisdiction of certain Courts of Lawi 
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13.—First Reading of the Bill for amending the Divisional Go- 
vernment System 


garb Reading of ‘the Bill for abolishing the Import Duty on wrecked vessels. 
ool, 


Marquis Kuroda, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that the revised code, as 
now submitted, shows three district superiorities 
to the original; it was more succient, more 
easily understood, and no longer a mere trans- 
cript of foreign law, but compiled with due 
regard to Japanese traditions andcustoms. As 
fora minute examination of such a large body 
of law, that would be out of the question, even 
had the Special Committee been able to devote 
three months to the task, instead of something 
like three days. The only feasible course was 
to place credit in the competence of the Revis- 
ing Committee, and such was the course he 


Committe, the Third Reading was voted at once. 


and one Supplementary Budgets providing an 


of Appeal and a Local Court in Osaka, the 
expenditure to be spread over 4 years. The 
Committee had reduced the outlay during the 
first year from 113,920 yen to 90,000 yen, ap- 
prominately, a reduction of 20 per cent. He 


lating to protection of navigation and aid to 


The remaining articles of the Forest Law 
having been passed as amended by the Special 


(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, Jan. 24th). 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, reported in favour of two Supple- 
mentary Budgets for the 28th fiscal year; six 
Supplementary Budgets for the 29th fiscal year, 


appropriation of 313,650 yen for building a Court 


now had the honour to recommend. 


Mr. Hozumi, Government Delegate, in 
answer to questions, gave a detailed but high- 
ly technical explanation of the improvements 
effected in the revised code. The Government 
did not object to the amendments introduced 
by the Lower House, with one exception, 


Article 149, in which the original provision 
seemed preferable. 


Mr. Mitsukuri Rinsho, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, said that, although the 
Lower House had introduced numerous amend- 
ments, they were not of a vital character, and 
did not seem to call for special objection on the 
Committee's part. 

Without further debate, the House passed 
the Bill through its Second and Third Readings. 


The Trades Tax Bill was similarly passed, 
an important amendment introduced by Mr. 
Tomita Tetsunosuke, in the sense of reducing 
the tax on Banks, &c., having been rejected. 
(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, January 
11th.) 

Viscount Soga, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported that the greatest care had been 
exercised by the Committee in examining the 
Tobacco Monopoly Bill. The Committee 
found that the gross revenue accruing from the 
system would be 10,310,000 yes; the cost of 
collecting, 1,700,000 yen, and the loss resulting 
from the abolition of the present stamp duty, 
2,570,009 yen, so that the net gain to the Trea- 
sury would be six million yer approximately. 
The Bill had not seemed entirely satisfactory to 
the Committee, but in view of the short time 
remaining at the House's disposal, they recom- 
mended its adoption. 


Prince Konoye said that, as the measure con- 
templated by the Bill was entirely novel in Japan, 
and as the Special Committee were not entirely 
satisfied with its provisions, he would move 
that it be handed to a continuing Committee, 
especially as the revenue accruing from the 
new system would not be available before 1898. 


The House rejected the proposal. 

After a debate of some length, the Bill was 
passed through its Second and Third Readings 
—(vide Proceedings of Lower House, January 
11th)—as was also the correlated Bill relating to 
theamendment of the Tobacco Tax Regulations. 

The four Bills relating to the amendment of 
the .Saké Tax and the Registration Bill were 
passed after some debate. (Vide Proceedings 
of Lower House, January rrth.) 

Marquis Kuroda, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that as the various objects 
to be promoted by the Industrial Bonds Bill 
had already been approved by the House, the 
passing of the Bill seemed,a matter of course. 

The Bill was passed without debate. (Véde 
Proceedings of Lower House, January rith.) 

The House rose at 6.55 p.m. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVBS. 


The House met at 1.27 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to forest Law Bill 
continued). 

acSccena Reading of the Bill relating to the Control of Temple 
and Shrine Forests. : 

3-—First Readings of the Bills relating to Changes of Local 
Boundaries. 


4-—First Reading of a Bill relating to Silk-worm’s Eggs Inspec- 


tion. 


5 —First Reading of a Bill relating to the Inspection of Habutaye 


for Export. 
6.—First Reading of a Bill relating to the Control of Japanese 
subjects in China and Korea, 


Mr. Oshima Shun presented a Question re- 








measure could not be carried out as proposed. 





Mr. Komuro Shigehiro was explaining the 
next Bill. 


30.—Second Reading of 19 Bills relating to Changes of livi- 


through their Second and Third Readings with- 
out debate. 


moved that the Order be changed in order to 


take these Budgets at once, and the House con- 


senting, passed all the Budgets, including the 


Committee’s amendment of the last. 
The Second and Third Readings of the Bill 
relating to Temple and Shrine Forest Lands were 


passed, after a brief debate, and the two Bills 


standing third on the Order were entrusted toa 
Special Committee. 

Mr. Asakura Chikatani introduced the Bill 
relating to the Inspection of Silk Worm’s Eggs. 
He explained that such a measure was gener- 
ally desired by sericulturists. 

The Government Delegate said that while 
agreeing as to the necessity of the proposed in- 


spection, the Government could not endorse the 


Bill now before the House. 
The Bill was handed toa Special Committee, 
Mr. Obata Iwajiro introduced the Bill relat- 
ing to the Inspection of Habutaye for Export. 


Its provisions were :-— 


(1) A place for inspecting Habsstaye for export shall 


be established in Yokohama and Kobe. 


(2) Every person, whether Japanese or foreign, de- 


siring to export Hadutaye manufactured in Japan, 
must have it inspected at one of the above places. 
The inspection shall be free of charge. 


(3) The Habutaye Inspection Offices shal! be under 


the control of the Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Commerce, who will issue Regulations for giving 
effect to this Law. 

(4) This Law shall gointo force from April rst. 1896. 


The Government Delegate said that such a 


The Bill was handed to a Special Committee. 
The House was counted out at 4.50 p.m., as 


TUESDAY, MARCH 24TH. 

HOUSE OF PKERS. 
The House met at 10.55 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


x.—Second Reading of the Bill abolishing the Tax on Horses, 
Oxen, etc 


a.—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Saké Tax 
Regulations. 

.—Second Reading of the River Control Bill. 

4.—Second Reading of the Bill for changing the Position and 
Jurisdiction of certain Local Courts. 

g.—Second Reading cf the Pill for amending the Board of 
Audit Law. 


6.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Reti 
Board of Audit Officials. . rement of 


9.—-Second Reading of the Bill relating to Disciplinary Punish- 
ments of Hoard of Audit Officials. g ip y Puois 


8.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Inspection and 
Examination of Horses. 


9-—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Amalgamation 
of | anks. 


sional Boundaries. 
The first two Bills on the Order were passed 


Count Ohara Shigetomo, on behalf of the 
Special Committee, reported in favour of the 
River Control Bill. Various amendments had 
been proposed in Committee, but the Com- 
mittee had decided to recommend the measure 
as it stood. 

Mr. Mitsukuri Rinsho said that he had ad- 
dressed a number of questions to the Go- 
vernment Delegate in Committee, but had failed 
to obtain satisfactory replies. It seemed to 
him that the compilers of the Bill had con- 
sidered the rivers only and had paid no atten- 
tion to the persons interested. Besides, the 
Bill could scarcely be called a law, so numer- 
ous were the cases in which its provisions would 
have to be supplemented by official orders. 
Speaking briefly, it entrusted to the Minister of 
Home Affairs and the Local Governors a degree 
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of administrative authority not properly belong- 
ing to them under a constitutional form of Go- 
vernment. There were no less than 41 of such 
cases in the measure. He further adduced, by 
way of example, one or two instances of the 
Bill’s imperfections as regarded the rights of 
persons, and finally moved that it be re-intrust- 
ed to a Special Committee, there being no im- 
perative necessity for its immediate enactment. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu supported the proposal, 
adding that the Committee be instructed to 
present their report by noon on the 26th instant. 

Mr. Matsuoka, Government Delegate, 
traversed Mr. Mitsukuri's argament and showed 
that the rights of individuals were not in any 
way violated by the provisions of the Bill. As 
to the contention that the measure was an in- 
complete law, and that it left too much to the 
administrative orders of officials, that was, in 
some respecis, a mere question of drafting, and 
might have been covered by a clause empowering 
the Minister of State for Home Affairs to fix the 
time for the measure’s operation. For the rest, 
it was inevitable that in matters connected with 
the exceedingly complicated problem of river 
control and irrigation, no law could be laid 
down with hard and fast provisions to cover 
every case. A certain degree of discretion muat 
be left to those charged with the duty of apply- 
ing the law to the varied conditions existing. 
He assured the House that the measure was 
imperatively needed, and urged that the Bill 
be passed agit stood. To re-commit for pur- 
poses of amendment would be to postpone it 
for a year. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu begged leave to alter 
his motion in the sense that the new Committee, 
if appointed, should present its report during 
the 25th inst. 

Some other members having supported the 
motion, the House finally voted that the Bill 
be re-intrusted to the Special Committee, the 
latter's number having increased by six, and 
that the Committee be instructed to present ita 
report during the 25th instant. 

The Bill relating to a change in the Position 
and Jurisdiction of Local Courts, and the Bill 
for amending the Board of Audit Law, were 
passed through their Second and Third Read- 
ings without debate. 

The Special Committee having reported in 
favour of the Bill relating to the Retirement of 
Board of Audit Officials, 

Mr. Murata Tamoteuinquired whether the Bill 
was intended to meet cases that might hereafter 
arise, or whether the object was to retire officials 
now holding posts on the Board of Audit. 

Mr. Suyematsu Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, replied that the chief purpose of the Bill 
was prospective, but as to its immediate appli- 
cation he was not authorized to speak. If in- 
formation were sought upon such a point, a 
regular Question must be submitted. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu opposed the Bill on the 
ground that its provisions must impair the in- 
dependence of the officials concerned, since 
their dismissal from office might at any moment 
be ordered if their superiors chose to consider 
them physically or morally unfiltted fur their 
work. It was plain from the reluctance of the 
Government Delegate to speak clearly on thal 
point that something of the kind was now con- 
templated. 

Mr. Suyematsu Kencho pointed out that the 
retirement of officials under this Bill would be 
determined, not by the Government, but by the 
members of the Board of Audit themselves, who 
were to meet and consult on the question, and 
whose verdict alone would carry weight. It was 
not reasonable to claim thatthe independence of 
officials would be impaired by the measure, for 
precisely a similar measure was already appli- 
cable in the case of judicial officers, whose ap- 
pointments were for life. Mr. Murata had 
hinted that some sinister intention underlay the 
Bill. To that he gave his emphatic denial. It 
was precisely because the members of the Board 
of Audit held life appointments that some 
provision must be made to secure the public 
service against injury by their clinging to office 
after they had ceased to be capable of discharg- 
ing its fnnctions. 

The House adopted the Second Reading by 
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a vote of 59 to 54, and passed the Third Read- 
ing at once. 

The Order of the Day was changed, at this 
point, for the purpose of considering the result 
of the conference of the two Houses with re- 
gard to the Budget accompanying the scheme 
of State-Railway construction. 

Viscount Soga, on behalf of the Managers of 
the House, reported that, in consequence of the 
determination of each House to abide by its 
decision in the matter of the Hachiwoji-Kana- 
gawa line, that part of the Government’s pro- 
posal had necessarily failed to obtain consent. 
The original Budget had stood thus :-— 





Yen 
A Line from Fukushima to Aomoti ...... 150,000 
A Line from Tsuruga to Toyama ......... 250,000 
A Line from Kanagawa to Nagoya via 
Hachiwoji ...ccsceeees see eeeeeessesenseseeenes 350,000 
A Line from Shinno-no-ye to Shiojt ... 250,000 
Total ssisinssesceasiaes cuciounaweememecs 1,000,000 


The Government’s general Budget for Railway 
Construction in the First Period had been 61 
million yen, inclusive of the above. But the 
Lower House, declining to admit the necessity 
of the State’s undertaking the building of the 
Hachiwoji-Kanagawa Line, had rejected the 
Bill containing that line and had consequently 
reduced the Budget to 60 million yen. The re- 
storation of the item had led to a conference of 
the Houses with the regard to the Supplement- 
ary Budget, and it had been agreed in the con- 
ference that only the Kanagawa-Nagoya line 
should be rejected, the remainder being passed 
as proposed by the Government. 

Mr. Shirane, Minister of State for Com- 
munications, signified that the Government 
were willing to accept the proposed change, 
and the House voted in that sense. 

The Bill relating to the Disciplinary Punish- 
ment of Board of Audit Officials was favourably 
reported on by the Special Committee with 
some amendments, but having been opposed 
by Mr. Murata and Mr. Mitsukuri, was rejected 
by the House. 

The Bill relating to the Examination, &c., of 
Horses, and the Bill relating to the Amalga- 
mation of Banks were passed through their 
Second and Third Readings without debate. 

The Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries were then taken and passed with 
some amendments. 

The House was counted out at 5.55 p.m. 


HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


2—Second Reading of the Bill relating tothe Operation of Ad- 
ministrative Orders in Formosa. 

a.~Second Reading of the Bill relating to Retiring Allowances 
for Employés of the Governor-General’s Office in Formosa. 

g.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to Payments from the 
Reserve in the aj7th Fiscal Year. 

4—Second Reading of the Bill for defraying Expenditures in the 
a7th Fiscal Year over and above the Budgetary Items by 
Appropriations from the Surplus Revenue, 

g-—Second Reading of the Hill relating to the Special Account 
of Expenditures at the Tokyo and Osaka Arsenals in the 
s7th Fiscal Year. ‘ 

6.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to Expenditures in the 
Special Accounts for the; a7th Fiscal Year over and above 
the Budgetary Items. 

4.—Second Reading of the Bill for the better Control of Japan- 
ese residing in China and$Korea. 

@.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to Pensions for Meri- 
torious Services. 


The decision come to by the managers of the 
two Houses in Conference, with respect to the 
Government's Railway Bill and the correspond- 
ing Budget, having been reported in the sense 
already announced in the House of Peers, was 
adopted by the House, the Order of the Day 
having been changed for the purpose. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, presented a report on the fifth Sup- 
plementary Budget, namely, that relating to 
Formosa. The Committee had made various 
changes. They had decided that, instead of 
providing food for officials of the Governor- 
General’s Office in Formosa, an allowance of 
30 per cent. of their salaries should be made 
on that account. The change produced a re- 
duction of over 100,000 yen. Further reductions 
had been made; namely, 192,600 yer in the 
ordinary military expenditure, and 3,780,000 yen 
in the extraordinary ; 1,000 yen in the Finance 
Department Section, and 230,000 yen in the 
naval expenditure; making a total reduction of 
4,303,600 yen. 
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The Order of the Day was changed in order 
to discuss the above. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo objected strongly to the 
course pursued with regard to this Sup: 
plementary Budget. The Government had 
submitted it to the Diet within three days of 
the close of the session, and the Budget Com- 
mittee had examined it and reported upon it in 
the space of one day. Was the Government to 
be al liberty to present Budgets to the House at 
any period of the Session? The Law of the 
House provided that the Budget Committee 
should have fifteen days to examine a Budget 
before submitting its report. How could the 
Law be observed if a Budget were put into the 
hands of the House only three days before the 
end of the session, and how could any Com- 
mittee, however talented, satisfactorily discharge 
its duties under such circumstances ? 

The President replied that the House had 
taken its own view of the subject, and under 
exceptional circumstances had adopted an ex- 
ceptional course. 

Mr. Tanaka wanted to know whether it was 
a bad course, and if it was, desired that it 
should be altered. (Mr. Kusakari Shimmei 
urged Mr. Tanaka to desist, whereupon the latter 
lost his temper and retorted, “An ignorant, 
stupid fellow like you can not be expected to 
understand these matters.”’) 


Mr. Eto Shinsaku moved that the provision 
relating to opium-smoking in Formosa be ex- 
punged from the Budget. If the Government 
intended to suppress the use of the drug,. now 
was the time to do so. Let the vice be once 
sanctioned as the Authorities now proposed, 
and it would become ineradicable. Marquis 
Ito had solemnly assured Earl Li at the Shimo- 
noseki conference that the Government intend- 
ed to put anend to the use of opium among 
the Chinese in Formosa. Why was the policy 
enunciated to be changed now? If this thing 
were allowed among the Chinese in Formosa, 
the evil would assuredly spread to Japan little 
by little. 

Mr. Nakajima Yuhachi spoke in the same 
sense. 

Mr. Mizuno, Government Delegate, said the 
Government’s purpose to suppress the opium 
vice in Formosa had not changed in any way. 
But it was necessary to proceed by degrees. 
Drastic measures would entail evils as great as 
those that it wassought to eliminate. The first 
thing was to limit the abuse, after which its aboli- 
tion would be gradually effected. To prohibit 
its import altogether would be a futile measure 
at present, since means did not exist to prevent 
smuggling throughout the long line of Formosa 
coast. Referring to the change made by the 
Committee with regard to supplies of food for 
civil officials of the Governor-General’s Office, 
he pointed out that, as such provision was 
already made in the case of military officers, 
the distinction proposed by the Committee 
would be exceedingly invidious. 

Mr. Osaki Yukio moved a further reduction 
of 770,000 yen in the military expenditure, It 
appeared from the Government programme that 
the troops garrisoning Formosa were to consist of 
a Division and a half over and above the 12 
Divisions forming the Japanese Army under 
the new Scheme of Military Development. 
Thus, including the Imperial Guards, the Army 
would comprise 144 Divisions in all. Such a 
force seemed excessive. The House was asked 
to believe that the Formosan Garrison would 
not be required after 7 years, but that did not 
appear credible. It would be better, therefore, 
at once to take the troops for the Garrison from 
the 12 Divisions of the regular army. Ten 
Divisions would amply suffice in Japan proper. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo asked whether it was true 
that a certain Ishida had purchased some 7 
acres of land inside and outside the Castle of 
Taipeh. 

The Government Delegate had heard such a 
rumour, but the transaction, if it had taken 
place, was of a purely private character, 

Mr. Tanaka attempted to put some further 
questions, but was called to order by several 
members and warned by the President. He 
insisted, however, that the acquisition of land 


Google 


[March 28, 1806. 


inside and outside a military stronghold had a 
distinct connection with the passing of the mili- 
tary estimates, and he bade the members inter- 
rupting him not to talk nonsense. 

Mr. Wada Hikojiro opposed Mr. Ozaki’s 
motion. The House must remember that the 
programme of increasing the strength of the 
Army to 12 Divisions existed only on paper at 
present. When it was completed in 7 years 
there would doubtless be no difficully in sup- 
plying from the increased Army a sufficient 
garrison for the new dominion, but in the mean- 
while the Government’s proposal was plainly 
unavoidable. 

Mr. Kurihara Riyoichi spoke in the same 
sense, urging that if a Division and a half were 
now sent to Formosa, steps must be taken to fill 
the vacancy in the home Army with all celerity. 

Mr. Tanaka again attempted to put some 
angry questions, but the House would not listen 
to him. 

The amendments of Mr. Ito and Mr. Ozaki 
were rejected and the House passed the Or- 
dinary Budget as amended by the Committee. 

On taking the Extraordinary Budget, Mr. 
Ozaki Yukio moved that the military expendi- 
ture be increased by 320,000 yen approximately, 
in order to enable the Government to send two 
battalions of troops to Korea. The forces there 
were evidently inadequate to protect Japanese 
life and property. | 

Mr. Hoshi Toru asked what Mr. Ozaki pur- 
posed doing with the two battalions. 

Mr. Ozaki replied that they should be sta- 
tioned in the Japanese settlements orf sent to 
subdue the insurgents. 

The Government Delegate explained that it 
was intended to replace by gendarmes the troops 
withdrawn from Korea, in so far as the efficient 
protection of life and properly was concerned. 

Mr. Nakamura Yaroku understood that a 
certain State had asked the Japanese Govern- 
ment what force they intended to keep in Korea 
after the conclusion of the War, and had been 
answered by the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
that two battalions would be stationed in the 
peninsula, It was said that this answer had 
been given without consulting the War Depart- 
ment, and that much friction had ensued be- 
tween the two Departments in consequence. 
Was that true? 

Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
said that he had failed to follow Mr. Naka- 
mura’s query. Mr. Nakamura having repeated 
his question in a very loud voice with an angry 
request that the Government Delegate would 
keep his ears open, Mr. Hara answered that 
nothing of the kfnd had occurred. 

Major-General Terauchi, Government Dele- 
gate, in reply to Mr. Yamada Taizo, said that 
there were now two battallions of Japanese 
troops in Korea; one in Sodnl, the other en- 
gaged in guarding the telegraph line to Fusan. 
The battalion in Sul proved sufficient for the 
protection of life and property, and the Go- 
vernment had adopted measures to obviate, as 
far as possible, any further outrages against 
Japanese subjects. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo, in an excited tone, de- 
manded how many Japanese had been killed 
in Korea. 

Mr. Hara, who smiled as he rose to reply, 
answered that the exact number was not yet 
known, but the casualties appeared to have ag- 
gregated twenty. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo shouted a violent protest 
against the Delegate for smiling at such a matter, 
He called him a ‘“‘traitor” (kokusoku), a 
“maggot” (ugimusht), a “ good-for-nothing ” 
(gokutsubushi), a “beast” (chikusho), and a 
“fool” (dakayaro). Several members rose to 
order, and the House cried tumultuously for 
Mr. Tanaka's expulsion. The President order- 
ed that he should be expelled, and he was re- 
moved by the guards at 4.40 p.m. 

Mr. Ozaki’s amendment was rejected by 119 
to 81, but the House approved an amendment 
introduced by Matsuda Kichisaburo for in- 
creasing the extraordinary expenditures of the 
Naval Departinent by 775,200 yen, in order to 
provide greater facilities of maritime transport 
to Korea. The rest of the Budget was passed 
as amended by the Committee. 
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The President announced that the first Bill on 
the Order had been withdrawn by the Govern. 
ment. 

The next two Bills were passed without 
debate. 

It was moved at this point that Mr. Tanaka 
Shozo be allowed to resume his seat. The 
President consented, and on Mr. Tanaka’s re- 
suming his seat, the President directed him to 
withdraw the expressions previously employed 
by him, which he did. 

The 4th, 5th, and 6th Bills were 
little debate. 

The Government Delegate announced that, 
with regard to the Bill for the Control of Japan- 
ese subjects in China and Korea, if the 3rd, 
4th, Sth, and 6th articles were amended the 
Government would have no objection to the Bill. 

Mr. Komuro Shigehiro introduced the desir- 
ed amendments, and the House passed them as 
well as the Bill. 

The House was counted out at 6.20 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25TH. 
HOUSB OF PEERS. 

The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 

the Day being— 


1.— Report of the President of the Petitions Committee. 

2.—Second Reading of Bills relating to Changes of Divisional 
Boundaries. ; 

3-—Second Reading of Bill relating to the Tobacco Monopoly 
Capital Bund. 

@—Second Reading of the Emigrants Protection Bill, 

$.—Second Reading of six Hills for entrusting to Private Com- 
panies the Construction of certain Railways included in 
the First Construction Period. ; 

6.—First Reading of the Forest Control Bill. (Sent up from 
Lower House.) 

y.—Second Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Import Duty 
on Wool, 

8.—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Railway Law. 
(Sent up from the Lower House.) 

g——Second Reading of the Bill for excising a Portion of the 
Public Meet:ng and Political Parties Law. 

10.— First Reading of the Temple and Shrine l‘orest Land Bill. 
(Sent up from Lower House. 

31.— Representation relating to ihe National Census. 


Before proceeding to the Order of the Day, 
the House decided that the Budget Committee 
should prepare and present its report on the 
Supplementary Budgets (Formosa, &c.) by 10 
a.m. onthe following day. The Budgets had 
been forwarded from the Lower House on the 
preceding evening. 

Prince Nijo, President of the Petitions Com- 
mittee, reported that 300 petitions had been 
received since hé recently presented a report, 
and that the Committee recommended 57 of 
them for adoption. 

The first two Bills on the Order were passed 
without debate. 

Marquis Hosokawa, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill for 
the Protection of Emigrants, and urged the 
necessity of the measure in view of the greatand 
growing increase of Japanese subjects going 
abroad. . 

The House voted for the Second Reading of 
the Bill and passed it without debate. 

The six Railway Bills were similarly passed. 

The Forest Control Bill having been read, 
a motion was introduced that as il was 
useless to altempt the discussion of such 
a voluminous measure in the brief period 
remaining at the House’s disposal, and as 
the Bill was of great national importance, it 
should be entrusted to a continuing Committee. 
The House, however, rejected the motion, and 
handed the Bill to a Special Committee of 9, in 
the ordinary routine. 

Marquis Kuroda, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, said that the Bill for abolishing the 
Import Duty on Cotton had been unanimously 
approved by the Committee, who considered 
the measure vitally important in view of the 
country’s industrial development. The loss to 
the Treasury would be only 56,000 yen annually. 

The Bill was passed through its Second and 
Third Readings. 

After the mid-day recess, the Order was 
changed to take the Bill relating to Retiring 
Allowances, &c., for Employés of the Governor- 
General’s Office in Formosa, and the Bill was 
handed to a Special Committee. 

The Supplementary Budgets sent up from the 
Lower House on the preceding day were also 
handed to a Sepecial Committee. 

The Special Committee entrusted with the 
duty of examining the River Control Bill a 


passed with 


second time, then presented a report recom- 
mending the passing of the Bill witha few 
amendments. 

The House voted for the Second Reading, 
and the Bill was passed as amended. 

Viscount Soga, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, said that the Committee recommended 
the rejection es bloc of the amendments pro- 
posed by the Lower House in the Railway Con- 
struction Law. (Vide Proceedings of Lower 
House, March 16th.) The additional expen- 
diture involved by the proposed changes was 
seventy million yen, and the lines in question 
affected almost every part of the empire. The 
Committee had been informed by the Minister 
of State for Finance that the national debt 
would aggregate 500 million yen in the 37th 
year of Mess, and that a sum of some 80 million 
yen would be needed in the immediate future 
for ircigation improvements, for Hokkaido 
railways, and for railways and other public 
works in Formosa. In view of these facts, 
the Committee could not approve of the great 
expenditure contemplated by the Bill. Fur- 
ther, the railways originally included in the 
First Construction Period were lines likely 
to give a profit on their working, but the eight 
roads that the Bill proposed to add would 
not be profitable. In short, they were asked to 
change the original scheme from an expenditure 
of 60 million yen in 12 years to an expenditure 
of 130 million yer in 15 years, and the national 
finances did not seem capable of enduring such 
a burden. Finally, the Committee had failed 
to discover any adequate reason for this large 
expansion of the original railway scheme, and 
they further found it somewhat strange that the 
Lower House, while rejecting the Government's 
proposal to build a line from Hachiwoji to 
Kanagawa, had passed a Bill directing the Go- 
vernment lo construct eight new lines in other 
places. 

On the Second Reading being put, nota 
single member voted for the Bill. 

On the motion of Baron Ozawa, the Order 
was changed for the purpose of taking the 
Second Reading of the Bill for establishing an 
Industrial Bank of Japan. 

Count Matsuura, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported in favour of the Bill with 
a slight amendment; and then, speaking in his 
private capacity as a member of the House, 
moved that the Bill be entrusted to a Continu- 
ing Committee. 


Mr. Watanabe Jinkichi asked whether the 
Government really desired that this Bill should 
become law. There was a report that thé mea- 
sure had been introduced merely by way of 
set-off to the new Taxation Bills, and that the 
Government would be pleased to see it rejected. 


The Government Delegate replied that the 
report was wholly groundless. The Bill had 
been introduced in obedience to Imperial com- 
mand, and was regarded by the Government as 
most essential to the industrial progress of the 
country. Desiring that it should become law, 
the Government had not raised serious objection 
even to amendments with which they could not 
fully agree. 

After a brief debate, Count Matsuura’s mo- 
tion was rejected, and the Bill was passed 
through its Second and Third Readings as 
amended by the Committee. 

On the motion of Baron Ozawa, the Bill for 
establishing the Agriculture and Manufactures 
Banks was then taken, and passed through the 
Second and Third Readings, as amended by 
the Special Committee. 

The Bill relating to State Aid for the above 
Banks was then introduced, and passed. 

The Order being then resumed, Mr. Kato 
Hiroyuki, on behalf of the Special Committee, 
briefly reported that the Committee were op- 
posed to the Bill for amending the Law of 
Public Meeting and Political Associations ; and 
on the Second Reading being put to the vote, it 
found no supporter. (Vide Proceedings of 
Lower House, February 27th.) 

At the suggestion of the President, the Order 
was again changed for the purpose of consider- 
ing the ten Supplementary Budgets entrusted 
to the Budget Committee that morning and 
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on the preceding evening, with the exception of 
Nos. 6 and 8. 

The Budgets were passed without debate or 
amendment. 

The President announced the receipt, at that 
moment, of four other Supplementary Budgets 
from the Lower House, and they were handed 
to the Budget Committee, with instructions to re- 
port on them by 9g a.m. the following morning. 

The last Bill on the Order was then read for 
the firsttime, and handed to a Special Committee. 

Mr. Funakoshi Mamorn introduced the Re- 
presentation relating to a national census. It 
set forth that nothing was more important than 
accurate statistical knowledge, and that all 
Western States, recognising that fact, had de- 
vised more or less perfect systems for collect- 
ing precise information as to every detail in the 
life of the nation, whereas Japan was conspi- 
cuously backward in the matter. It would 
therefore be advisable that the Government 
should fix the 33rd year of Afesji as the begin- 
ning of the first census period, and should 
thenceforth arrange for taking a complete and 
exhaustive Census every ten years. 

The House was counted out at 4.20 p.m. 


HOUSE OF RBPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 1.25 p.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


z—-Second Readiog of the Bill for amending the Local School 

Regulations. 
9.—First Reading of a Bill relating to Extraordinary Engineer- 

ing Expenditures in Prefectures, &c. 
3.—First fteading of a Government Bill relating to Combina- 

tions of Fellow-dealers in Important Staples of Export. 
4-—Second Reading of the Hokkaido Railway Bill. 
$.—Second Reading of the Bill relating to Pensions for Meri- 

torious Services. 
6.—Second Reading of the Bill for amending a portion of Law 

No. go of the a7th year of Aisi. 
tees entice relating to the Establishment of an Imperial 
GcRenrenentation relating to Expenses for encouraging Im- 

provements in Cotton-growing. 
g.—Representation relating to Vaccine Lymph. ; 
10.—Representation relating to the Protection of Silk Fabrics. 
1x—Representation relating to the Establishment of Places for 

giving Insteuction in Marine Products. 
13.—Representatiou relating to Meteorological Observatories, 
13.—Representation relating to the Publication of Meteorologi- 
cal Information. 
34.— Representation relating to the Status of Upper Schools. 
z5.—Representation relating to a Volunteer Force 
i conamesentation relating to a State Shrine In Formosa. 

Mr. Tanaka Shozo was about to speak ona 
Question presented by him to the Government, 
but several members urged that at this period 
of the Session the House’s time should not be 
occupied with such speeches, and that it would 
suffice to read the Question. But the President 
allowed Mr. Tanaka to proceed. He said that 
he had 12 questions to propound. It was not 
simply his purpose to attack the Government, 
though on attack was often useful and ought 
not to be resented because it was an attack. 
The attacks made by the House against the ad- 
ministration of the Army and Navy had pro- 
duced the successes achieved in the recent war. 
Japan was the object of close and possibly hos- 
tile scrutiny abroad ; at home, she was rotten, 
Her condition was very unhappy. Many im- 
portant problems had to be solved, and his 
questions ranked with them. He then pro- 
ceeded to propound a number of queries, 
appending to each a violent altack upon 
the Government. The questions related to 
the retrocession of Liaotung; the failure to 
fix the responsibility for the Yokohama 
Harbour-Works blunder; the poisonous out- 
flow of the Ashiwo Copper Mine; the Hok- 
kaido Tanko Railway Company ; the Kumamoto 
forest exchange; the Kogane land affair; the 
tenure of office by Count Mutsu; the arrest of 
Mr. Hamano Shigeru ; the appointment of Mr. 
Miura Yasu to be a Councillor; the deportation 
of Japanese subjects from Korea, and ao forth. 

Mr. Hoshi Toru, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, reported in favour of four Supple- 
mentary Budgets, and the House passed them 
without discussion. 

The First Bill on the Order was passed 
through the Second and Third Readings with- 
out opposition. (Vide Proceedings of Upper 
House, March roth.) 

The second and third Bills were entrusted to 
Special Committees without explanation or 
question. 

The Order was then changed for the purpose 
of taking the Bill for amending the City and 
Prefecture Local Government System, which 
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was passed through its Second and Third 
Readings. 

The Hokkaido Railway Bill was passed as 
sent down from the Upper House, with the ex- 
ception of one amendment. (Vide Proceedings 
of Upper House, Feb. 13th.) 

The Bill relating to the Restoration of Pen- 
sions was passed, in spite of the opposition of 
the Government Delegate. The Bill involvesa 
fresh issue of Pension Bonds to the value of 
some fifty thousand yen. 

The Bill for amending Law 20 was also 
passed, the Government Delegate protesting. 
(Vide Proceedings of Lower House, March 
1gth. 

aA rhe point the President announced that 
the Upper House had retarned the Industriat 
Bank Bill, the Agriculture and Manufactures 
Bank Bill, and the River Control Bill, with cer- 
tain amendments. 

On the motion of Mr. Yumoto Yoshinori, the 
the Peers’ amendments of the River Control 
Bill were at once debated and accepted by the 
House. 

The following Representations were then 
adopted :— 

1.—A Representation urging the necessity of 
establishing in Tokyo an Imperial Japanese Li- 
brary on a much laryer scale than that of the pre- 
sent Tokyo Library. 


2.—A Representation urging that, inasmuch as: 


the Government, having in the 7th year of Meszi 
undertaken the preparation of vaccine lymph as 
an official industry, and having abandoned it to 
private enterprise in the 19th year of Mes#i, had 
now, in accordance wih a law presented to, and 
duly approved by, the Diet, replaced the prepara- 
tion under official direetion, as was, indeed, right 
and proper, suitable steps should be taken 
to compensate private individuals for the loss 
inflicted on them by this unexpected change. 

3.—A Representation setting forth that, where- 
as the export of Japanese silk fabrics had, at one 
time, made immense strides and promised to be- 

‘come a principal source of national wealth, its 
prospects had been seriously impaired during the 
past two years by dishonest manufacturers, who 
resorted to all kinds of fraudulent devices to give 
a false “face” to the silk and to increase its 
weight. Since the spring of last year these evil 
practices had been detected by consumers abroad, 
and many exporters had been obliged to with- 
draw orders given to Japanese producers. Unless 
this promising trade were to be ruined, it behaved 
the Government to enact some law for the exami- 
nation of silk textile fabrics and for combinations 
among the producers. 

4.—A Representation urging that private enter- 
prise having proved incompetent to establish and 
support proper places for giving instruction in 
marine products, the Government should under- 
take the task. 

5.—A Representation urging that, in the ine 
terests of Agriculture and Navigation, the number 
of meteorological observatories in Japan should be 
increased to a hundred, and that the cost of 
establishing and supporting them should be borne 
by the Treasury, and notimposed on the localities. 

6.—A Representation urging that as the intelli- 
gence published by the Central Meteorological 
Observatory reached the citizens of Tokyo almost 
exclusively, through the columns of the metropo- 
litan journals, and did not find its way to the 
nation at large, arrangements should be made for 
telegraphing such information to all the local offi- 
ces throughout the empire, there to be duly posted 
up. The expenditure involved in carrying out 
such a useful measure would probably not exceed 
50,000 ye annually. 

7.—A Representation setting forth the numer 
ous changes of policy adopted by the Educational 
Department, under 16 different Ministers of Educe 
ation, since the 4th year of Messi, and urging 
that, as a matter of such vital importance as 
education ought wot to be subject to the vicissi- 
tudes of the Executive, the Upper Schools should 
be placed on an independent basis, with filting en- 
dowments granted ont of the Chinese Indemnity. 

8.—A Representation urging that the Territorial 
Army should be reinforced by Volunteers, and 
that subscriptions be invited from public-spirited 
men to provide for its organization and regular 
training, 

9.-—A Representation urging that a Shinto 
Shrine be erected in Formosa to the memory of His 
Imperial Highness Prince Kitashirakawa, 

10.—A Representation urging that steps be 
taken to carry out a complete survey of all the 
harbours and toadsteads in the country, for the 
Rurpose of adopting a settled and_ intelligent 

policy of harbour improvement and tradal facilities. 


Japan’s coal supplies to meet the wants of her 
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PROSPECTS OF 1HE SAKAYE RUG 


INDUSTRY. 
———_.——————— 

The rug manufacturers of Sakaye are passing 
through the severe depression that invariably 
follows the production of shoddy goods. The 
United States of America, says the Néchs Nichi, 
from which we are quoting, was the best cus- 
tomer for Sakaye rugs. Cheapness was a strong 
attraction, for whereas a square of Turkish or 
Persian carpet was worth some 40 dollars, the 
same sized rug made at Sakaye could be bought 
at about 7 dollars. Still, the profit realized by 
exporters of Sakaye rugs was at one lime very 
considerable. Nor was the profit of the producers 
small, for the cost of production did not exceed 
one yen per rug. Consequently, even ifthe goods © 
were sold at 1.30 yen a piece, a profit of 30 per 
cent. was made and one loom could turn out one 
mat per diem, enabling its proprietor in proeper- 
oustimes to make a profit of about 10 yen per 
mensem. The fixed capital required per loom 
was only 15 yer, with a floating capital of 20 yen, 
in all 35 yen. It follows that with a capital of 
less than 400 yer one could obtain a net gain of 
100 ye per mensem. Moreover, asthe weavers 
are mostly women, no difficulties were ex-.. 
perienced in keeping them in thorough control. 
No wonder that large and small capitalists vied 
with each other in starting weaving shops. The 
steady increase in the output of the Sakaye 
looms did not, however, affect the profits of the _ 
industry, for the consumers being chiefly of 
the middle and lower classes of America. . 
the demand steadily increased. But the 
Japan-China War entirely upset this profitable 
industry. The larger portion of the hemp used .-. 
in the manufacture of Sakaye rugs came from 
China and India, and the war practically put a 
stop to the import of the raw material. The 
weavers consequently applied to various hemp 
factories in the interior for a supply of raw mate- 
rial, but as most of them were occupied in turning 
out articles requiréd by the troops and fleet they 
could not meet the demand of the rug manu- 
facturers. Raw material consequently rose in 
price, but foreign exporters, though asked by 
the manufactures to consent to the raising 
of the price of the finished article, persistent- 
ly refused to entertain the idea. The manu- 
facturers then took a step that for the mo- 
ment has blighted the prospects of the industry. 
Merely intent on fulfilling orders and entirely 
regardless of the quality of the material em- 
ployed, they used fibre from old hempen cord, 
stuff totally unfit for the purpose, and from 
this they went on to mixing straw with the 
hemp. Then the artizans were told to weave 
as quickly as possible and not to trouble about 
the quality or make-up of the rugs, and in (his 
way they finished in a day or two work which 
formerly required three days. The rugs thus 
manufactured were duly delivered to the foreign 
merchants who exported them to America. 
Then came the reaction. American merchants 
first complained bitterly of the tremendous dif- 
ference in the quality of the new and old stock, 
and then stopped their orders altogether: in turn 
the foreign merchants in the treaty ports gave 
up dealing in the rugs. The result is that the 
rug manufacturers of Sakaye having sown the 
storm are now reaping the whirlwind. To re- 
cover their fair fame they must produce goods 
of a superior quality to those originally made. 
But to improve the quality of the rugs above the 
Original standard involves a great outlay and 
therefore augments the cost of production. 
Yet this is a point of which the foreign 
merchants will not take any account, The 
best thing that can be done is to com- 
mence direct export and to dispense with the 
medium of the foreign merchants. If this is 
not practicable, a joint stock company of rug 
men should be organized who would exerta 
vigilant control over the quality of the rugs- 
produced, while the condition of the foreign 
markets might be carefully inspected. The 
Nichi Nichi advises the Sakaye weavers not to 
be content with producing goods of an inferior 
sort alone. They should strive for far higher 
standards. There are some inherent excel- 
lencies in Japanese carpets, for whereas Tur- 


11.—A Representation urging that, in view of 
the doubts entertained as to the sufficiency of 





























growing manufactures and navigation, steps 
should be taken to carry out a thorough suryey 
of all the coalebearing areas in the country. 

12.—A Representation urging that light-houses 
be erected on Sagaenosseki in Bungo and Sado- 
nosseki in Tyo, which were known as the ‘ Sea- 
gates” of Japan. 

13.~A Representation urging that arrange- 
ments be made for a ten-yearly Census of Japan. 

The House rejected a Representation urging 
that a sum of five thousand yer be appropriated 
for improving the cultivation of cotton. 

The Bill relating to Fire Brigades and 
Inundation Brigades was then read a second 
time and passed. 

The House adopted three petitions: 

The first, relating to a change of Division- 
al Boundaries in Yamagata Prefecture. The 
second, praying that a sum of 40,000 yen an- 
nually be granted by the Treasury for the 
restoration of the Nikko Temples; or, if the 
State finances did not permit a grant, then 
that the money be lent, the whole of the Nikko 
Preservation Society’s capital fund being taken 
as security, and the liquidation of the debt 
effected gradually after the close of twenty years 
by the sale of timber and by the interest on the 
bonds purchased ;with the said capital fund. 
The third, setting forth that whereas the 212 
shrines and 139 temples in Yamato constitut- 
ed the chief art objects and scenic adornments 
in the empire, they had fallen into a deplorable 
condition since the Restration owing to want of 
funds. It was therefore prayed that a grant be 
made from the Treasury for the preservation of 
the 45 principal temples and shrines in that 
province. 

The Representation submitted to the House 
on the 7th of March, urging the adoption of the 
broad guage on Japanese railways, was adopted 
without debate. 

A Bill for amending Law No. 19 of the 2and 
year of Meizi was then submitted to a Special 
Committee. The object of the Bill was to 
separate the profession of physician and druggist. 

A Bill for amalgamating the district Courts in 
Kyobashi, Shiba, Kojimachi, Shitaya, and Hon- 
go into one Court to be called the Tokyo Dis- 
trict Court, was read for the first time and passed 
finally without debate. 

The Bill for abolishing the Peace Preservation 
Regulations was also passed without debate. 

The Bill relating to operations of trade out- 
side the present Upen Ports, as submitted to 
the House on March 2nd, was reported against 
by the Special Committee. 

Mr. Takagi Seinen spoke against the Com- 
mittee’s report, urging that the power of opening 
fresh ports to foreign commerce ought to be 
vested in the Executive, as the interests of trade 
would thus be best consulted. 

The House voted against the Second Reading 
of the Bill. 

The Bill relating to Agricultural Stations, as 
submitted to the House on the 28th of February, 
was rejected, 

The House adopted a petition praying that 
sluice gates be built at the junction of the Kiso 
and Ibi Rivers, and rose at 5.30 p.m. 





ERRORS. 
————— »~———_—-. 

A Japanese newspaper publishes some curi- 
ously erroneous statements; namely, that the 
United States Representative and Mr. M. Kirk- 
wood, Legal Adviser to the Japanese Govern- 
ment, will leave Yokohama by the Empress of 
Fapan; that Mr. Kirkwood's term of service 
has expired; and that Mr. J. R. Herod, Secre- 
tary of the United States Legation, with his 
daughter, will leave by the same steamer. Not 
one of the three gentlemen goes by the Empress 
of Fapan; Mr. Herod left Tokyo last year and 
is expected back very shortly, and Mr. Kirke 
wood's term of service has not expired. 


The contract for the construction of a rail- 
way between Kyoto and Saga on the Kyoto 
Railway Co.’s line has been placed at a cost of 
yen 141,670, 
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kish and Persian carpets are irregular both 
in design and finish of the edges, Japanese 
rugs are free from these defects. Japanese rug- 
weavers should not merely confine themselves to 
copying the designs of what are termed Oriental 
carpets, bat should endeavour to stamp their 
goods with artistic designs characteristic of their 
country. At present weavers seem ignorant or 
indifferent about making their colours perma- 
nent, nor do they seem capable of associating 
the coloured materials as pleasingly as they 
might. The Rug Guild of Osaka Prefecture has 
a special institution, at which certain branches 
of technical education can be imparted to 
artizans, and it behoves carpet manufactarers, 
says our comtemporary, not to confine their 
artizans’ education to the primary course. 














SAKAYVE-DANSU., 
—_——_-—_->— 

In a Review of the Trade of Kobe for 1895, 
compiled by the Committee of the Osaka and 
Hyogo Chamber of Commerce, we find the 
following reference to the well known Sakaye- 
dansu, or cotton rugs manufactured at Sakai, 
near Osaka :— 

These. goods, manufactured principally at Sakaye in 
the neighbourhood of Osaka, have recently assumed 
a prominent position in the trade of Kobe, and the 
export for last year is valued at $1,600,000, being an 
increase of nearly $500,000 as compared with 1894. 
‘They were at first made entirely of cotton, but of late 
jute or hemp has largely superseded this material in 
their fabrication, the designs moreover being generally 
supplied from European patterns. Their chief attrac- 
tion is the exceeding cheapness at which they can be 
supplied, but consumers have begun to discover that 
this scarcely compensates for their want of durability, 
and the demand has recently begun very decidedly to 
fall off. Manufacturers unfortunately are trying to 
retain their hold upon the foreign market by turning 
out still cheaper goods at a further sacrifice of quality, 
and it is to be feared that this promising industry will 
in future be seriously curtailed. 

Lack of durability was always the fault of 
these carpets, but, on the other hand, the manu- 
facture has certainly made great progress during 
recent years. Very beautiful specimens were 
shown at the Kyoto Exhibition and at the 
Autumn Bazaar in Uyeno Park. One of the 
chief charms of the carpets has always been the 
novelty of their designs—novelty, that is to 
say, from a Western point of view. But the 
Report quoted above seems to indicate that in 
carpets destined for export, European patterns 
are now chiefly employed, the article thus los- 
ing its distinctive character. Butin truth un- 
less the quality of durability can be attained, 
there can not be much future for the Sakaye- 
dansu. People that can afford to buy a velvet- 
pile, Brussels, or Turkey carpet will always 
prefer to do so—unless, indeed, the Sakaye- 
dansu undergoes some very great change—and 
people that can not afford to have a fine article, 
are eminently particular to procure a durable 
one al any rate. 
——————————————— 

GARDEN PARTY IN TOKYO. 
= -+—— +> cme ee ‘ 

Yesterday afternoon Marquis and Marchion- 
ess Hachisuka gave a garden party at their 
residence in Mita, Tokyo, to celebrate the mar- 
riage of their eldest son and Princess Fude, 
fourth daughter of Prince Tokugawa Keiki, the 
last of the Shoguns. The wedding had actu- 
ally taken place some days previously, but it is 
the custom in Japan (to postpone to a later date 
the ceremonial introduction (O-hirome) of the 
bride and bridegrom to their friends. The 
weather yesterday, being cloudy and chilly, 
was not propitious for a garden party, bat where 
the host is at once one of the leading noblemen 
of Japan and President of the House of Peers, 
and where the bride is of snch_ illustrious 
lineage, it may well be supposed that an im. 
mense concourse of friends assembled to do 
honour to the occasion. Among those present 
were His Imperial Highness Prince Kanin ; 
Their Excellencies Marquis Saigo, Marquis 
Oyama, Count Inouye, Viscount Enomoto, Mr. 
Yoshikawa, and Viscount Hijikata; Sir Ernest 
Satow, Baron d’Anethan, Count Pourtalés, Mr. 
de Speyer, and many other members of the Fo- 
reign Corps Diplomatique. Outside the Lega- 








lions only a few foreigners had been invited, but 
the number of guests did not fall far short of six 
or seven hundred. The house, which, with its 
beautiful garden, is among the celebrities of 
Tokyo, contains a room of noble dimensions 
expressly fitted up for histrionic purposes. 
Here a programme of admirable Japanese 
dancing and music was performed from half- 
past two until half-past four, the chief danseuses 
being the two daughters of the celebrated actor 
Ichikawa Danjuro. Meanwhile, the Imperial 
Band played in the garden, forthe benefit of 
those—foreigners only, it need scarcely be ob- 
served—that preferred a promenade with music 
to the altractions of the Japanese dance. Tho 
bridal presents, magnificent silks and lacquers, 
wore displayed in three rooms of a separate 
building, and in the foreign wing, to which two 
spacious marquees had been added for the oc- 
casion, a sumptuous collation was spread. The 
guests took their leave at five o'clock, after a 
most enjoyable afternoon. 


THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA. 
Pew eee eee ete 

It has been well observed by some American 
journals that as the protection of its own interests 
must always be the prime consideration impel- 
ling a nation to recognise the belligerency of a 
people in rebellion, the Washington Govern- 
ment will have to reflect very seriously before 
translating into action the resolutions passed by 
the Senate and House of Representatives on the 
subject of Cuba. When England and France 
recognised the Confederate States in 1861, they 
were actuated, in great part, by the necessity of 
eslablishing a basis of responsibility for any 
Outrages against the lives, or depredations upon 
the property, of British and French subjects 
within the Confederate lines. But if the bel- 
Ilgerency of the Cuban insurgents be recog- 
nised, no such advantage would accrue, for 
whereas Spain is now responsible for any wrong 
committed upon the persons or property of Ame- 
rican citizens throughout the length and breadth 
of Cuba, she would be completely released 
from any such obligation gvere the Cuban rebels 
recognised, and assuredly the competence of 
the latter to bear the shifted weight of responsi- 
bility is more than doubtful. The insurgents 
can not be said to have satisfied the funda- 
mental principle justifying such recognition, 
namely, ‘established their separate existence 
so far as to possess a fixed terrilory within 
which an organized government rules in civil 
fashion, commanding the obedience of its 
citizens and speaking with authority on their 
behalf in dealings with other states.” They may 
have seemed to be within measurable distance 
of attaining such a sfaéus at the time when 
Congress passed its resolutions, but their con- 
dition is now very different, for Captain-General 
Weyler, whether by new strategy of his own or by 
pursuing the programme of his predecessor, 
Campos, seems to have achieved the fatal coup of 
driving his forces, wedge-fashion, into the 
centre of the insurgents’ army in a peninsula, the 
neck of which he holds against their es- 
cape, and the cape against their re-union. 
Sympathising as they do with the struggles of 
all peoples seeking to shake themselves free 
from monarchical rule and adopt a republican 
polity, the American public, speaking through 
the Senate and the House of Representatives, 
naturally raised their voices in favour of the 
Cuban insurgents. But their resolutions did 
not, and could not, bind the Executive in any 
way, and it is evidently fortunate that such was 
the case. The Cubans have made a _ stout 
struggle. Everyone must hope that Captain- 
General Weyler’s reputation for iron-handed 
mercilessness will not be confirmed by his de- 
meanour toward the adherents of Gomez and 
Maceo. On the other hand, when we remem- 
bers what it cost Spain to quell the insurrection 
in 1876-78, and that she has despatched no less 
than 130,000 troops, from first to last, against 
the present rebels, we can not be surprised if 
she adopts measures such as will guarantee her 
against a repetition of such exhausting efforts. 


Google 


MURDER OF FIFTEEN FISHERMEN. 
i cra Nag ae ae 

Particulars of the murder of fifteen Japanese 
fishermen at Nyéug-hai, Kyéng-sang-do, are to 
hand, the information being based on a report 
made by one of the nine survivors of the party 
to the Japanese Police at Fusan. ‘The fisher- 
men were engaged in procuring sea-cucumber, 
and landed at Nydng-hai. Here they rented 
a Korean house and then proceeded to pro- 
cure fresh provisions. While occupied in 
making preparations for the next day’s fishing, 
some 300 Korean rioters suddenly surrounded 
them. Each was armed with eithera bludgeon 
or a spear. So sudden was the descent of the 
Koreans that the inmates of the house had no 
time to defend themselves, and fifteen of them 
were soon stretched lifeless on the ground. 
The nine survivors were all, with one ex- 
ception, seriously wounded, but by deseperate 
efforts they succeeded in making a way 
through the ranks of the besiegers. The 
latter pursued the fugitives tothe shore. Ar- 
rived there the fishermen plungtd into the water 
and swam for their lives to their junk, moored 
a little distance off the beach. Fortunately, the 
pursuers did not attempt to continue the chase, 
and the nine men escaped the fate that befel 
their comrades. 

It appears that a similar, though less serious 
disaster, overtook some other Japanese fisher- 
men on the 8th inst., at Thong-Chhon, Kang- 
won-do. ‘These fishermen were engaged in 
whaling, and had bought at Thong-chhon 
10,000 catties of whale-blubber from a Russian 
whaler, As the Japanese were about to push 
off to their ship, hundreds of Koreans came 
down to the beach and surrounding the Japan- 
ese attempted to deprive them of their purchase. 
A severe skirmish ensued, but the Japanese 
succeeded In driving the mob away, not without 
loss, however, for five of their number were killed. 
The survivors hastily pushed off to their ship, 
but discovered afterwards that more than half of 
the whale-blubber had been lost during the fray. 
Arrived at Wénsan, they transhipped the re- 
maining blubber to the Shinagawa Maru, which 
reached Nagasaki some days ago. 

Between March and September numbers of 
Kyushiu fishermen go to the coast of Korea to pro- 
cure sea-cucumber and other marine products. 
It is feared, therefore, that unless due protection 
be extended by the Japanese naval authorities 
disasters such as are described above may be 
frequently repeated. The value of marine 
products procured by Japanese fishermen an- 
nually off the coast of Korea is said to total 
more than two million yen. 





A COMMERCIAL AITACHE. 
——_—___—~»—____—. 

The Fapan Gasefte's idea of a commercial 
atlaché is very nalve, but it serves that journal 
as a peg whereon to hang a great deal of flat- 
tery of the British merchant and the British 
Minister in Tokyo. It may be gratifying to the 
British merchant to be told that he is ‘‘ a hardy 
son of the motherland,” that he ‘‘ scorns official 
exploitation,” and that he ‘“‘needs no official 
nursing.” It may also be gratifying to H.B.M.’s 
Representative to learn that he has been “ train- 
ed in the best of diplomatic schools,” that he 
“expends on trade and commerce all the 
thoughtfulness and attention his nationals de- 
sire a Minister should devote,” and that ‘the 
merchants are satisfied that in his hands 
their interests will not suffer.” But all that 
has no more connection with the question 
of a commercial afiaché than common sense 
has with the writings of the Fapan Gasetie. 
We presume that the British merchants in Rus- 
sia and in France ure also hardy sons of the 
mother-land, and that they need no more official 
nursing than the British merchants in Japan 
do. We presume, further, that Her Majesty’s 
Ambassadors in Paris and St. Petersburg have 
been trained in good diplomatic schools, that 
they expend on trade and commerce due 
thoughtfulness and attention, and that they 
enjoy the confidence of their nationals. Yet 
there is a British Commercial Asf/aché in Paris 
and a British Commercial Secretary at the 
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Embassy in St. Petersburg, 


regard the presence of these gentlemen as 
a reflection on their commercial competence, 
or object to them as “ official nurses.” Ap- 
parently—though it must be confessed that the 
point is terribly obscure—the Fapan Gasette 
imagines that the functions of a commercial 
atfaché are to instruct merchants in the methods 
of trade, to guide them into the paths of greatest 
profit, and to put them ‘‘up to the ropes” 
generally. That, of course, is a silly mis- 
conception. The duty of the commercial 
attaché is, in the first place, to serve as 
a means of collecting and conveying use- 
ful information to Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, and, in the second, to act as a channel 
of expert communication between British dip- 
lomats and British merchants. His appoint- 
ment, so far from being in any sense a reflection 
.on the ability of merchants to take care of them- 
selves, is a recognition of the fact so often insisted 
on by them, namely, that no man without special 
training is qualified to discuss commercial 
eubjects intelligently and exhaustively, and that 
the average official has no business to meddle 
with such matters at all. However able a 
diplomat may be, it would be unreasonable to 
expect that he should have full knowledge of 
commerce in all its modern refinements. To 
be master of such a subject special and ex- 
clusive study is needed, and the fact that 
a commercial affaché or secretary is added 
to the staff of an embassy or a legation, 
means simply that when an ambassador or a 
minister is required to consider a question 
connected with trade, he can count on the 
assistance of a specialist, just as when legal 
questions come under his notice, he has a law 
officer whom he can consult. Her Majesty’s 
Government do not think—according to Rea- 
 ter’s telegram—that the time has yet come to 
appoint a commercial a//acké to the Legations 
in Japan and China. In our opinion the time 
has come, and we are much mistaken if British 
merchants in the Far East would not welcome 


the appointment. 





THE SHIPWRECK AT THE PESCA- 
DORES. 


—————_———___— 

The steamer Humber, of the Mercantile 
Steamship Company, London, was wrecked, 
says the vernacular press, on the morning of the 
2nd instant ata place about 6 or 7 leagues to 
the north of the Pescadores. Bound for Aus- 
tralia, and carrying a cargo of 3,000 bales of 
rice, the property of the Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, 
she ran on a sanken rock, hitherto unknown, 
and sank about noon on the following day, the 
crew, 24 in all, fortunately effecting their escape. 
At about 6 p.m. on the and instant, intelligence 
reached the Japanese officials in the island that 
a foreign steamer was in distress, and the 
Governor at once despatched the Chief of Police 
with about a dozen constables to the scene, 
on board a small steamer towing a boat. 
Some two hours subsequently, Mr. Hopkins, 
the First Mate of the sunken vessel, and one 
sailor reached the island, bearing a better of in- 
troduction written by the captain of the English 
man-of-war Plover, then anchored in the har- 
bour of the island. The mate informed the 
Governor that he and a sailor, with the view of 
obtaining succour, had left the steamer, and 
after more than 6 hours’ rowing, had at last 
succeeded in reaching the lighthouse erected 
on the coast of Fisher Island. ‘They had then 
entered a junk and started for Mekong, where 
they found an English man-of-war, and receiving 
a letter from her commander, had come on to 
procure assisiance. They were suffering from 
hunger, as they had not eaten anything since the 
morning. While they were supplied with food, 
the Police Inspector and constables came back, 
the wind and waves rendering it impossible for 
their small steamer to put tosea. However, as 
no time was to be lost, they were told to proceed 
again to the rescue, and once more they started, 
now accompanied by the mate and the sailor. 
At about noon of the next day the village head- 
mau of one of the small islands composing the 
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Mate, the Third Engineer, and a sailor of 
the wrecked steamer. These men explained 
that Captain Barcham and 18 others, em- 
barking in three boats, had left the steamer 
at 11 a.m. on the preceding day and reached 
the island where the Headman, now acting as 
guide, resided. They had there been kindly 
treated. In the meanwhile, the party of police 
despatched to the rescue reached the steamer 
at about 6 in the morning, and found her al- 
ready beginning to sink. They also found her 
surrounded by a large number of boats that had 
come to plunder her cargo. These boats were 
quickly dispersed, but the police were at a loss 
where to look for the crew of the steamer. By 
that time the English war-vessel Plover had 
arrived upon the scene, and the mate and 
sailor was transferred to her. There being no 
hope of saving the steamer, the police retained. 
On the 5th instant, the Captain and the rest of 
the crew were conducted to the same place, and 
on the 7th, they were taken on board the Eng- 
lish man-of-war, which started for Amoy on 
the oth. The Japanese man-of-war Chiyoda 
also came to Mekong on the 5th instant, having 
been informed of the occurrence, and Lieut.- 
General Baron Nogi, commander of the 2nd 
Division stationed in Tainan, telegraphed a 
message of condolence. The captain of the 
sunken steamer is said to have been much 
gratified at the hospitable treatment extended 
to him and his men by the, Japanese military 
and civil officers. : 





PRIVATE RELIEF TO THE FAMI- 
LIES OF SOLDIERS KILLED 
IN THE WAR. 


——————— >— - —- 
The following statement has been handed to 
us for publication :—Subscriptions received for 
relieving the distressed families of soldiers 
killed in the war. Total amount up to January 
1896 :—Pen 3,137.067. Distribution has been 
made as follows, up to date, March tst.—Tokyo, 
yen 168.86 ; Kyoto, 24; Osaka, 24; Kanagawa 
Ken, 124; Hiogo, 25; Nagasaki. 41; Niigata, 
54; Saitama, 135; Gumma, 59; Chiba, 38; 
Ibaraki, 65 ; Tochigi, 26; Nara, 16; Miye, 72; 
Aichi, 141; Shizuoka, 124; Yamanashi, 85 ; 
Kagoshima, 21; Yamaguchi, 89; Shiga, 25 ; 
Gifu, 110; Nagano, 111; Miyane, 9; Fuku- 
shima, 14; Iwate, 20; Aomori, 13; Yamagata, 
10; Akita, 10; Fukui, 51; Ishikawa, 44; To- 
yama, 36; Tottori, 10; Shimane, 89; Okayama, 
69; Hiroshima, 197; Wakayama, 11; Toku- 
shima, 69; Kagawa, 81; Ehime, 94; Kochi, 
g8 ; Fukuoka, 272 ; Oita 38 ; Saga, 134; Kuma- 
moto, 38; and Miyasaki, 39: total, 3,013.860. 





—--—-——_> — 
Visitors to any of the Japanese domestic ex- 
hibitions since 1890 must have been struck by 
the specimens of matting displayed—really 
beautiful objects, many of them a revelation 
to the foreign resident who, strange to say, 
seldom if ever finds such matting on sale in the 
shops. It is characteristic of Japanese tradal 
methods at present that no resolute effort is 
made to bring within reach of would be pur- 
chasers the best products of the artisan’s skill. 
The producer, or the middleman, seems to 
think that his duty is performed if, on some 
rare occasion, he exhibits a striking object, and 
that to invite custom is a secondary considera- 
tion. Thereisan element of high art in such a 
conception, it must be admitted, but high art in 
that sense is a little out of place where an article 
like floor matting is concerned. However, the 
main point is that matting of the most elaborate, 
highly finished, and decorative character is made 
in Japan, and that it finds a market through the 
energy and enterprise of the. foreign exporter, 
who is always keenly on the watch to open up 
some new channel of trade. Concerning this 
matting, we take the following paragraph from 
the Report of the Hyogo and Osaka Chamber 
of Commerce for 1895 :— 
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‘This important industry has increased from 277,515 
Rolls valued at $1,955,924 in 1894, to 454,409 Rolls 
valued at $3,451,407 in 1895. Such an expansion of 
trade has naturally given rise to some difficulties 
between producers and exporters, and latter have had 
many complaints to make with regard to breaches of 
contract and delay in delivery. Dealers, on the other 
hand, are said to have been hampered by the action 
of native speculators, who bought up large quantities 
of Rush early in the season and held it for a profit, in 
consequence of which manufacturers found great dif- 
ficulty in providing themselves with a sufficient quan- 
tity of the raw material, 

Although small quantities of Matting are exported 
to Europe, Australia, and China, the United States 
still afford by much the larger market for this produce. 

Recent shipments are reported to show a falling off 
in the excellent quality, which hitherto has given 
Japanese Matting so high a character as compared 
with that manufactured in China. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 


<= 


{Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 





JAPANESE RAILWAYS. 


To tHe EpiTor OF THE “ JAPAN Matt.” 

Str,—The remarks on railways appearing in 
your issue of the 17th inst., taken froma vervaculac 
journal, appear to me to strike rather hard on the 
foreign experts engaged in tailway work in Japan. 
No one would, I think, be inclined to dispute the 
wisdom of the Japanese Government’s policy in 
sending experts abroad to inspect Western tail- 
way systems, especially now there is likely to be 
such an expansion of the Japanese Railway System. 
Still, to characterise the foreign experts resident in 
Japan as antiquated is, I think, somewhat severe. 
Itis by experience that men become great engi- 
neers. Ateally good engineer never stands still; 
but is continuously increasing his knowledge, and 
it is not, [ think, a difficult matter for a good prac- 
tical engineer to keep pace with modern develop- 
ments, and tovreadily grasp the details of inven- 
tions and improvements in his own branch of 
engineering, by reading alone, It follows, as a 
matter of course, that the experts who have been 
brought to Japan must, from the mere fact of their 
selection, have been men of more than average 
ability. Indeed, it would not be difficult to men- 
tion vatious instances where suggestions eman- 
ating from foreign experts in Japan have been 
adopted in different departments of tailway 
engineering in Eugland. 

As ove who has not long left England and has 
for several years Leen in clase touch with British 
engineering, I can recall several papers sent from 
Japan to England on engineering, and im- 
provements having been adopted there which had 
their origin in Japan, One case in particular oc- 
curs to me, that of Mr. McDonald, who has for 
many years been engaged on the Imperial Go- 
vernment Railways. It was either in 1890 or 1891 
that he was awarded that prize so greatly coveted 
by Engineers, “ The Telford Premium,” by the 
Lustitute of Civil Engineers. Any one acquainted 
with that institution—the first engineering society 
in the world—knows that the Telford Premium is 
only awarded for exceptional merit in some branch 
of Engineering. That to Mr. McDonald was 
awarded for services rendered to engineering by 
improvements in locomotive construction, and [am 
able to testify that the improvements suggested in 
that paper have been largely adopted by the lead- 
ing railways and locomotive builders in England. 
It is therefore scarcely fais to the foreign experts 
in Japan to stigmatise them as antiquated. 

I enclose my card, and beg to remain, yours 


faithfully, LOOKER-ON. 
March 19th, #896. 


THE OPIUM QUESTION IN FORMOSA. 


TotHe Epitox oF THe ‘ Japan Matt.” 


Sir,—Permit me add my sincere thanks to the 
noble testimony by Prof. Henry Hartthorne of his 
experience that he never heard of the suggestion 
in America of the use of opium as a preventive of 
malarial fevers. What the Brilish nation com- 
prehends is the deficit of Revenue that would hap- 
pen from the suppression of the opium trade, but 
they admit that no doubt the excessive use of 
opium is a very great evil and a great vice. The 
more I investigate the subject, the more plain and 
clear is the evil and vice of the opium trade: 
The Christian Chuiches said so, political economy 
said so, morality and ethics said so, and all the 
peuple of the world say that the opium trade 
should be seppressed. 

With regard to the opium abolition in Formosa; 
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the Japanese Government will of course take the 
strong view, as Marquis Ito, assured the Vice- 
roy of Tientsien, in the fourth interview in the 
peace negotiations at Shimonoseki, in the strongest 
terms his determination to enforce the prohibition 
law of Japan, and added that nothing should be 


Spaced lo carry out its strict enforcement. There- 


fore, the question of the present day is not whe- 
ther the Japanese Government will enforce the 
strict prohibition law or not, but how to prohibit 
the importation of opium. 


Happily the opiumimported to Formosa is chiefly 
produced in Persia, and not in British India, and 
the annual net profit gained by the British mer- 
chants is not more than half a million dollars. By 
abolishing the importation of Opium to For mosa, 
does it follow that the British merchants will not 
be able to profit a half million dollars in the other 
branches of commerce? No, I think not. The 
abolition of Opium, will naturally increase the 
wealth and purchasing power of the people of For. 
mosa, and consequently, the British merchants will 
be able to profit twice ‘or thrice more than they 
gain from the trade of Opium at the present day. 

Again, there is an opinion among the British, 
that if this government 
tion of Opium to Foimosa, its will have to 
pay ati enormous compensation to the merchant, 
It does wot need to pay a heavy compensation 
to the merchants. It does not need to pay a 
heavy compensation to merchants for stopping 
them from engaging ina trade in which they do 
not want loengage. What has been done with re. 
ference to compensation in the marvellous city of 
London where the opium trade is prohibited? In 
no part of London has a penny of compensation 
ever been paid to anybody for compelling them 
to give up the trade of opium. [tis not necessary 
to do it when it is only a question of commercial 
interest, 


The argument that if the opium now imported 
be stopped, Formosa may supply herself, or may 
obtain her supplies from other countries, is one 
advanced with some force. But itis plain that 
Japan has no right to do that which is wrong, if it is 
wrong, because somebody else is going to do wrong. 
Let the British Government and nation be assured 
that henceforth Great Britain will in no way inter- 
fere with our perfect freedom of action; that we 
prohibit opium as we please. In the end, I beg 
to introduce, for the benefit of your readers, a 
letter from Sir Joseph W. Pease., Bart., M.P., in 
order to see what the champion of the anti-opium 
movement in England thought of the subject, 

I remain, dear Sir, yours respectfully, 


KOZO NAGANO. 
Tokyo, roth March, 1896. 





Hutton Hall, Gisborough, Yorks. 
Noy. 2oth, 1895, 

Dear Sik,—I am in receipt of your letter of Oct. and, 
and I thank you for sending mea copy of your essay on 
the opium traffic, which I have read with interest. 

I am glad to think that the Japanese Government takes 
the strong view that it does of the evils attending the 
consumption of Opium. 

I am sending you another copy of the debate. I fear 
that the first one f sect must have miscarried or been lost 
in the post. I hope this one will reach you safely, 

I have asked that a copy of the ‘‘Friend of China,’’ 
which is the paper published by the Society for the sup- 
pression of the Opium trade, may be sent to you from time 
to time, as I think you will ne interested in seeing what is 
being done in this country by the friends of the cause. 

Yours faithfully, JOSEPH W. PEASE. 

Kozo Nagano, Esq. 


* WHEN THE GOSPEL TRIUMPHS. 


To THE Epitor oF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,—I invite a calm and candid reading of 
the following :—‘‘ A true believer and practitioner 
of the Christian religion, is completely and per- 
fectly divested of a guilty conscience, and the 
Consequent fear of death. 
tention of God being manifest in the flesh, in 
the person of Jesus our Saviour, was to deliver 
them, ‘who fear of death, were all their lifetime 
subject to slavery.’ Jesus has done this. He has 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality 
to light. He has given strength to his disciples to 
vanquish death, and make them triumph over the 
grave; so that a living or a dying Christian can 
with truth say,” O death, where now thy sting | 
O grave, where now thy victory! He conquered 
both, and by faith in him we conquer both. This 
is the greatest victory ever obtained. To see 
a Christian conquer him who had for ages con- 
quered all, is the sublimest scene ever witnessed 
by human eyes. And this may be seen as often 
as we see a true Christian die. I know that a 
perverted system of Christianity inspires its vota- 
cies with the fear of death, because it makes doubts 
and fears Christian virtues. But this religion is 
mot of God. His Son died that we might not fear 
to die; and he went down to the grave lo show us 
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the path up to life again, and thus to make us 
victotious over the king of tyrants, and to the 
tyrant over kings, 
ligion, who are not triumphant over those guilty 
feats. The guilty only can fear, and the guilty 
are not acquainted with the character, mission, 
and achievements of Jesus our life. No one 


taught of God can fear these horrors of the wicke 


ed. Jesus Christ made no covenant with death, 
he signed no articles of capitulation with the 
hortible destroyer. He took his armour away, he 
bound him in an invincible chain, and taught only 
to open the door of immortality to all his friends. 

“A Christian then, must triumph and always 
rejoice. Our gloomy systems say, Rejoice not 
always but afflict your souls: whereas the Apos- 
tles say, Rejoice in the Lord always; and again 
we say, rejoice. ‘The Gospel, as defined by the 
angels of God, is, glad tidings of great joy; and 
who can believe glad tidings of great Joy, aud wot 
rejoice? Deists and Atheists, and the whole host 
of sceptics may doubt, for this is their whole Sys: 
tem; but how a Christian, knowing the Lord, 
believing the promises, and confiding in the 
achievements of the Saviour, can doubt or fear 
as respects death or the grave, is inconceivable. 


Thanks be to God who gives us the victory ! 


**Some persons may doubt whether they are 
Christians ; and some may fear the pain of dying 


as they would the toothache, or a dislocated joint; 


but that a Christian should fear either death or 
the grave, is out of character altogether, For 


and doubts have much reason to fear and doubt 
whether ever they have known or believed the 
truth, the gospel of salvation. Buta Christian in 
fact, or one who deserves the Naine, is made to 
rejoice and triumph in the prospects of death and 
Not to know this, is to be ignorant 
of the favour of God: not to believe this, is to 
doubt the philanthropy of God; not to rejoice in 
this, is to reject the gospel, and to judge ourselves 
unworthy of eternal life. But the Christian re. 
ligion is not to be reproached because of the 
ignorance or unbelief of those who profess it. All 
rivers do not more naturally run down the declivi- 
ties and wind their course to the ocean, than the 
Christian religion leads its followe:sto the sure, and 
certain, and triumphant hope of immortality.” 

The only truly bappy man is he that hath the 
hope of immortality. The only system that, upon 
any basis of reason, offers such a hope is the 
gospel. The only life that gives assurance of such 
a hope and peace within is the life of the Christian. 

Your truly, J. M. McCALEB. 

12, Tsukiji, Tokyo, 

March 2ist, 1895. 


(We are unwilling to refuse a place to err [oe ee 


but we greatly doubt their utility. —Ep. 7. 





ENGLISH TEACHING IN JAPAN. 


To THe Epitor oF THe !‘ JAPAN Malt.” 
S1R,—The Sun of Feb. 20th contains au excel- 





‘lent article by Prof. Naibu Kanda on “ English in 


Middle Schools,” which I have been hoping would 
be reproduced in the columns of the Maid. It is 
written in first class English, and sets forth cleasly 
some of the obstacles that confront a Japanese who 
desires to acquire in Middle Schools a good know- 
ledge of that language. As the article comes from 
one who has had experience, not only in learning, 
but also in teaching, the English language, its 
criticisms ought to have considerable weight with 
the educational authorities in Japan. I may per- 
haps be pardoned if I quote the closing para- 
graphs of this article, and make a few comments 
thereon to support some of thuse opinions :— 


Let me now indicate what principles our teacher should 
hold to in seeking to secure the best results with his class, 
since it is the same principle on which alone he can work 
for his own improvement. 

Sauveur, Ollendorf, Prendergast, and others each 
claims for his ‘‘ system” ability to accomplish wonders in 
a miraculously short period of time. Wut they are dealing 
with grown up persons, and not with school-boys, who 
have not yet a perfect command of the will, whose atten- 
tion is divided over a dozen subjects or more, and who are, 
moreover, rarely troubled with over-fondness for study. 
Our teacher should therefore, be satisfied if, not in six 
weeks or six months, but in so many years, he should 
succeed in turning out a class with a faic amount of the 
practical viardelups 2 of English, 

The masters of linguistic teaching above referred to, 
though differing in their systems, all agree in laying stress 
on the thoroughness of the elementary drill, in progressing 
very giedually from the simple to the complex. This is 
one of the points which cannot be insisted upon too much, 
especially in young and inexperienced teachers. The 
temptation is often very strong to dumbfound and subdue ; 
in other words, to appear great. He will then select as 
text books something which his pupils find themselves 
unable to study with interest ; he will read his text with a 
lightning speed, with an utter disregard of accent, eim- 
phasis, inflection, or pause. With simple text books, like 


the ‘“ Mombusho Conversational Readers,” or Mr. Saki- 
yama’s excellent little book for beginners, called ‘ Eigo 
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They understand not his res 


in the first year or two the teacher sho 
in mind that one of the ultimate ends aimed at is the 
cultivation of the habit of Direct Reading. At first from 
text-books and gradually from other books, passages 
should be read to the class, 
meaning tested by requiring 
in Japanese and, 
is superior to Conversation carried on generally on ran- 
dom topics, 
few is apt to be engaged. The part played 
in this exercise is like 
frequent temptation to follow the phraseology of the text 
before their eyes. 


that placing difficult text-books 
is out of the question, 
ary stage, easy histories, biographies, books of traval, &c., 
books which they can read with interest, should be made 
the means of their progress in Conversation, Composition, 
and Direct Reading. 
English can be attained only by this method, and not b 
tussling with a dictionary. The vocabulary which a stud- 
ent acquires by this natural 
habit of direct reading is truly his own. 
their symbols are one in his mind. When he has reached 
this stage then he may read poetry with 
have mentioned nothing so far about Grammar. 

natural method above recommended regular grammar 
suey has no place as such. 

spea 

course as he sees fit. 
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Kyojusho ’’ an ingeninus teacher will devise all sorts of 
ways to drill his pupils in pronunciation, reading, writing, 
speaking, &c. He will make discoveries which will suggest 
further devices. He will, for instance, find that when the 
spelling does not puzzle the eye the tougne is fa: more 
flexible than when it does, showing the importance of 
mere imitation in teaching Pronunciation, e will find 
that his pupils invariably throw the accent too far back in 
the word ; which is, no doubt, one of ihe chief reasons why 
the pronunciation of French is said to come so easy to 
the Japanese. 
hile this elementary drill is being fone through with- 
uld constantly keep 


and their ability to grasp the 
: ig them to give the pist, at first, 
little by little, in English. ‘his practice 


because in the latter the attention of only a 
by the pupils 


araphrasing, without the too 


Now, in this plan of teaching it goes without saying 
in the hands of the pupils 
As they advance from the element- 


The real mastery of idiomatic 


method of cultivating the 
Thoughts and 


advantage. ee 
n the 


1 The student is expected to 
and write ‘grammatical knowledge throughout the 


I think that foreigners engaged in teaching 


Euglish in Japan will agree, in the main, if not 
entirely, with Prof. Kanda’s suggestions, and I 
have quoted extensively from the article, in order 
that the practical suggestions in it might have a 
wider circulation than among the constituency of 


The Sun. 
In another part of that article he severely cri- 


licizes a very common practice of dividing up the 
instruction in English into one hour “for mere 
reading, another for translation, a third for com. 
position, a fourth for conversation, and so on.” 


He insists that “one teacher should have the 


charge of the whole class in all these subjects, or 
rather in the one subject of English.” 
sees to me that the ideal plan is to have two 


Now it 


teachers, one a Japanese and the other a foreigner, 
to give the former translation and possibly gram- 
mar (theoretical) and the latter all the other 
“branches” of English. But I realize that it is 
not possible for all Japanese schools to employ the 
valuable services of a foreigner; and that most 
schools must get along with the often imperfect 
service of only Japanese teachers of English. This 
is to be deplored, because thoroughly capable 
Japanese teachers of English are not yet sufficient- 
ly numerous to fill the demand. But if this con- 
dition can not be avoided, then it is wise to make 
the best of it and not scatter the English work 
among several disproportionately qualified in- 
structors. I mean, of course, not that all the Eng- 
lish of a school should be in the bands of a single 
teacher, because that would be a physical impos- 
sibility; but that no class should have more than 
one teacher of English. 

Especially do I wish to commend and emphasize 
Prof. Kanda’s caution to go slowly and “very 
gradually from the simple to the complex” and to 
lay stress ‘on the thoroughness of the elementary 
drill.” Most decidedly is it true that “haste 
makes waste” in the study of a foreign language, 
especially in the foundation work; and the truth 
of this maxim itis particularly difficult to impress 
on the bright and ambitious Japanese. They are 
in a high fever to pet “big English,” and and can 
not feel satisfied to get “small English’ well. It 
always seemed to me completely ludicrous to have 
pupils in the fourth, or even in the fifth, year of 
of a Jinjo Cin Gakko translating, or trying to 
translate, Macauley’s Essays, and perhaps begging 
for Shakespeare! Prof. Kanda evidently appre- 
ciates this condition of affairs, for he decries the 
use of “difficult text-books,” which the " pupils 
find themselves unable to study with interest,” 
and insists upon the use of “simple text-books ”’ 
at first, with gradual advance to “easy histories, 
biographies, books of travel,”* and other books 
that can be read “ with interest,” and can furnish 
natural topics for conversation and composition. 

One great trouble has always been that the 
Readers in common use were made to suit the 
needs of children to whom English is the native 
tongue, and were ill-adapled in many ways to 
foreign, especially Oriental, students of English. 
The “ Mombusho Conversational Readers’ were 
made, I believe, with a special view to filling that 
need ; but, I must acknowledge, they do not seem 
to me lo overcome all the difficulties. 
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The initial obstacle that Japanese meet in the 
study of English is, of course, the matter of pros 
nunciation. It is no wonder that they are cone 
fused by the fact, that many a letter has several 
sounds, and that a sound may be represented by 
several letters or combinations of letters. This 
is sufficiently difficult for children whose native 
tongue is English, and unusually confusing to 
Japanese whose language errs but little in this 
respect. on 

In America an attempt has been made to mini- 
mize this difficulty, and has been embodied in 
«A Reformed Primer” by Louis Heilprinn. The 
principle of that book is, that, at first, children be 
taught only what may be called the ‘watural”’ 
sounds of the letters, or the sounds which corre- 
spond almost exactly to the names of the letters, 
so that the reading of a word corresponds as 
much as possible to the spelling ; and that later 
the “irregular” sounds be introduced gradually 
and systematically. I[t is, of course, unavoidable 
that such common, though “irregular,” words as 
an, and, the, in, on, at, etc., be introduced rather 
early for the sake of sentence-building ; but they 
may be taught as words, the pronunciation of 
which must for a while be taken on faith, but will 
afterwards be explained. In fact, in all cases, as 
sounds are more important than words, phonetic 
spelling is preferable to literal or nominal spelling. 

When I had seen only the outline of that plan, 
and had not yet seen the book, it occurred to me, 
that such a method, followed out even more 
strictly, would be beneficial to Japanese students 
of English. f prepared, therefore, on that general 
plan elementary lessons in English; and, having 
recently given them a practical test with satisfac 
tory results, [ am about to publish the same, and 
shall duly advertise in the Fapar Mas? and verna- 
cular journals. In these lessons the word 
“double” is discarded in spelling, and the 
doubled letter is simply repeated; and the artifi- 
cial names of &and w are dropped, and the more 
naturalenames of he and we are adopted to cor- 
respond with be, pe, ve, etc. These changes are 
not made for the sake of presenting something 
new and odd, but merely in order to simplify 
and minimize difficulties. Ata later period of the 
pupil's study, when he has made sufficient advance. 
ment, it is possible, without confusion, lo restore 
the common names of those letters. 

Aud ight here I wish to enter a protest against 
the pernicious custom of representing the names 
and sounds of Roman letters by Japanese kana. 
Where there is an exact equivalent, this practice 
may be harmless; but in the great majority of 
cases it is positively detrimental. [I am inclined 
to think, moreover, that itis absolutely unneces- 
sary; and I wish that teachers of English, especially 
foreigners, would unite, if possible, in prohibiting 
itin classes under their charge. I may be wrong, 
but I am inclined to think that it is not impossible 
to confine pupils to the Roman characters with 
their dijagritical signs, and that such a course 
will lead to good results. Certainly, in teaching 
the sound of a letter, it is often absolutely in- 
correct to employ 4ana; but itis always correct 
to explain to the pupils the relative positions of 
the lips, tongue, teeth, etc., the quantity and 
gaa of the breath, and such essential matters. 

hope that I am not establishing an ideal too 
high to reach; and JT am at least certain that 
no harm can result from trying to do without so- 
called equivalents in dana. Now that there is a 
renewed interest in the study of English, and 
there will soon be a greater necessity for a good 
practical knowledge of that important language, 
it behoves us teachers of English to be very 


strict and careful. 
ERNEST W. CLEMENT. 
Tokyo, March 2oth, 1896. 


MR. McCALEB AND DEITY. 


. To THe Epitor or tHe “ JAPAN Mait,” 


Sir,—I sadly fear that Mr. McCaleb is on the 
down grade. He sends an anonymous “ selec- 
tion ” on immortality to the Fapan Mail, and asks 
its consideration by every one inclined to dis- 
believe the Bible. But does Mr. McCaleb himself 
believe the Bible? I fear not. Inthe “ selection ” 
printed—one shudders to think what the rest must 
be like if this is a “selection ’’—it is declared that 
to abandon the doctrine of immortality is to identi- 
fy human existence with “the vilest reptile” and 
to Jevel nian to the grade of the ‘ meanest weed, 
whose utility is yet undiscovered.” Does Mr. 
McCaleb know that in publishing these words he 
is guilty of blasphemy? If he will turn to the first 
chapter of Genesis, and the 25th verse, he will 
find these words: ‘* And God made the beast of 
the earth after his kind, and cattle after their kind, 
and every thing that creepeth upon the earth 
after his kind : aad God saw that it was good.” 
Again, in the 12th verse of the same chapter it 1s 
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him doubting the desigu argument. 
should not the mean reptiles and vile weeds, if 
their creation was “good” and they serve a 
wise purpose, not share immortality with Mr. 
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the accounts of the Yokohama General Cemetery, 
was held at Kiel’s Building on Wednesday after- 
noon. 
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hai Bank,” bearing interest at the rate of five per cent. 
per annum. 


The total expenditure for account of the Cemetery 
during 1895 exceeded that of 1894 by about $100. 
This, was owing mainly, to the outlay incurred 
for relaying the paths and gutters, and the cost of the 
new stone steps which have been placed ia the main 
path, leading through the Cemetery, For the rest, 
the separate items in the Treasurer’s statement of ac- 
count speak for themselves, and call for no further 
special observation on the part of the Committee. 

The present Committee, consisting of Messrs. James 
Dodds, J. A. Fraser, H. Grauert, Rev. E. C. Irwine, 
N. F. Smith and B. Gillett, beg to tender their re- 
signations, 

Since writing the above Report, the Cemetery Com. 
mittee have ascertained that the figures representing 
the number of Foreign Residents in Yokohama, as 
given by the several Foreign Consuls do not include, 
either residents who have not registered themselves at 
their respective Consulates, or the subjects of coun- 
tries not having treaty rights with Japan, but who 
nevertheless are Foreign residents of Yokohama. - If 
these are added. it is estimated that the foreign 
population of Yokohama, will reach something like 
2,000 instead of 1,752 in which case, the death rate 
for 1895 would be 11.000 per mille instead of 12.557. 


YoKoHAMA GENERAL CEMETERY 


IN ACCOUNT WITH B. GILLETT, HON. TREASURER, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST DEC., 1895. 


stated: “ And the earth brought forth grass, and 
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree 
yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself after his 
kind: and God saw that if was good.” 

Thus in quoting with approbation a pacagraph 
which speaks of ‘‘ vilest reptile” and “ meanest 
weeds,” while Scripture states that ‘God saw 
everything that he had made, and, behold, it was 
very good” (Gen. i. 3t), Mr. McCaleb shows that 
he himself doubts the Bible from the first page, 
and he also lays himself open to an action under 
the common law for blasphemous libel. Let him 
pause before it is too late, else we shall next find 
Why, indeed, 


McCaleb ? 
Yours faithfully, 
Kobe, March 20, 1896. 


—— 


ROBERT YOUNG. 





FOROHAMA GENERAL CEMETERY. 
een sey thease 
The annnal public meeting for the reception of 


There were present, Mr. J. C. Hall 
(H.B.M.’s Consul), in the chair, Messrs. J. Dodds, 


W. B. Walter, C. D. Moss, N. F. Smith, G. He} tow. Jarmain for Salary 12 eos 











Allcock, E. Whittall, J. A. Fraser, the Rev. E. C.] ,, Labour account za months ...... ihn ' oor 08 $ 412.08 
Irwine, and B. Gillett, Secretary and Treasurer. | ” Pritt wee canes TON es sevenenevncencosens 93.89 
The CHAIRMAN having aunounced that the at Tayidg a Gieupd : Relaying Paths, sai 
business of the meeting was to receive the Com- Gutters, &c., Making up Banks and 
mittee’s report and Treasuret’s accounts for the ae Grerets she re eae aioe 
past year, elc., - Books, Stationery, Advertisements, &c., 5.00 
The Hon. Secretary and TREASURER read| » ag and ghar ver seovaere -evecoeeee S.72 
ilis:tollowing-<— a Fire Insurance on Buildings ........0.0006 9.co 
YOKOHAMA GENERAL CEMETERY REPORT. , Amount on fixed devosit with Hong- # 595.76 
The Committee of the Yokohama General Ceme- kong and Shangbai Bank at § per cent. 
tery, beg to lay before the community, the Annual . Dalene la the hand Br gpa iy $6,900.00 
eport and Treasurer's statement of account for the gist December, 89S......000-ssserss0e sesecrse = ORG 6 62.7 
year which ended on 31st December, 1895. a 
The total number of Inter- 1894. 1893. 1893. 2895 Cr. 95,687-49 
ments during 1895 was..52 against 48 36 39 54] By Balance brought down from previous 
Visitors ....cseeececceeeeeeed = do 10 5 5 8 account gzst December, 3894 secceseerseree $5,287.49 
Seamen from Vessels lying ” La cag fees 12 months ere srsege 688.00 
. PP rerecting Stones and enclosing 
pee in the moe Mec AE: Graves eee sons s cgucabcletoalcosssamanbiass 420.00 
peecetos Oo Peccccveseseseons oo eoccecrovccecessceneeccece+ tee 8.00 3,310.00 
Unclassifiable .....c0eee 3 do 2232=— 4 H ae 
: +» Hongkong and Shanghai Bank for is 
sahara Renae de, Seueaeicaa a : qoaths nterest on jie oirieiise jaldaatsouas 60.00 
The several nationalities, from which the aboves| Jan, x, 2896. fella 
ee $2 interments have been made, are as follows ; | By Balance brought down ws.ccsssses sssersssseeses 6,061.93 
Fitish ..040- seeeesceeeee 13. as against in 1894 15 peeiCeE 
Americans 8 do 15 --' | Gaamealig eee aiees ea aud pemen tor 
French iissccoveiscccacss 26 do J Credit Of MEW BCCOUNL....cr.crrsserereecrssceeee $ 62.00 
er séaioundencevaie--O oy 4 E. & O. E 
USSIAN cacccecscecceve oO | 
Portuguese ...... soveee ? do 4 wokaberns; Jenner 20 B. Gittstt, Hon. Treasurer. 
Dutch ccccccscccessceses 2 do 2 I have examined this accaunt, with the veuchers relating 
r= eS ine aaa” do 6 thereto, and found the same correct. tu. W. Bau. 
iia to 2 | The Cuarrman, after allowing an interval for 
Sie a ue _ the consideration of the report and agcounts, said 
Brawls fics 0 do ; he took it that no one present desired to make any 
Dekieh. oe a : remarks upon them, The report and accounts 
~“ _ {were highly satisfactory. One al that struck 
52 48 | him as worthy of remark was the death-rate of 
ie  {Yokohama, 12 or 11 per mille, This, he thavght, 


was ay exceedingly low average for a place 
of the population of Yokohama, It was not 
always so low, however, for only sa shart 
a while back as 1891 the average was 21 
per mille. He thought he would not be fac 
wrong in thinking that this alteration and lower; 
ing of the death-rate was due to the greatly im- 
proved water-supply of Yokohama. Ang this 
would be more forcibly borne in mind by those who 


Of the 22 Interments during the past year from 
bond-fide residents of Yokohama, 4 have been of 
children under a year old, 2 of persons between the 
ages of 1 and 20, 7 between 20 and 50, and 9 over 50 

ears of age. Of the respective nationalities there 
ave been 
6 British....0.s.88 against veered in 1894. 
§ American ... ” 
3 French cess 


coesenD ys 


ecoverd .T) 


— qante, cap aehene took advantage, the other day, to pay a visit to the 
a Duich occ are) oe Yokohama Imperial Hygienic Laboratory. One 
: Portuguese... sie Se, of the exhibits there was some specimens of water 
I ladfan ccc a6 es a taken from wells, and some from the Yokohama 
Pasnew aie: -a Water-works. They were being tested for traces 


of bacillze. In the two specimens of well water— 
and very good specimens they were, he was in- 
formed by the Director—abundant colonies of 
bacillze were found; but in the water supplied 
by the Yokohama Water-works there was hardly, 
if any, trace. He thought that the water sup- 
plied to Yokohama by the Water-works, was 
even better than that supplied to London by 
the big water-companies. Unfortunately, the pri- 
vilege of this good water supply was at present 
only enjoyed by those living in the Settlement. It 
was no doubt a drawback that it did not reach 
the Bluff. But he had been informed by the Go- 
vernor that at no distant date, possibly next 
year, they would be able to extend the system to 
the Bluff. To do this they intended obtaining 
the water from a higher and a better source even 
than that now employed: when this was done 
the Bluff as well as the Settlement would be in the 
enjoyment of an excellent water-supply. 

r, ALLCOCK proposed that the accounts and 


Oo Danish eeesee ” 
Oo Spanish eeeree ” 


eooceek a) 
cooceel i} 


Through the courtesy of the Foreign Consuls of the 
several nationalities the Committee have learned, that 
there existed at the end of the year 1805 a resident 
foreign population of 1752 in Yokohama (exclusive of 
Chinese). ‘Taking these figures as a basis and 22 as 
the number representing the deaths from the foreign 
community we arrive at a death.rate of say 12.557 per 
mille, as against 

1894. 2893. r89a. 189r. 
13.639 eerocenres 9.932 eetese 13.854 eeeone 21.628 
or say 14.332 per mille, as the average death-rate for 
the past five years :— 


From the Treasurer's statement of Account, annexed 
to this Report, it will be seen, that at the close of the 
past year, there stood a balance of $6,061.73 to the 
credit of the Cemetery funds; of which amount 86,000 
is on fixed deposit, with the ' Hongkong and Shang- 
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report be passed ; and Mr. C. D. Moss seconded. 

Mr. Fraser said that before the resolution was 
put to the meeting, heshould like to pul one ques- 
tion. The Chairman had referred to the favour- 
able death-rate; perhaps he had in ntind the death. 
rate in foreign countries when he spoke. Did he 
know what was the death-rate at Kobe? It 
would be interesting to compate the vital 
statistics of the two communities, Kobe aud 
Yokohama. Kobe had once enjoyed a good re- 
putation for health, but it seemsd to him that of 
late years it had not beenso good. If some statis- 
tics were available on the subject, the compari- 
son shauld prove interesting. 

Thee CaainMan—I regret that Ido not know 
the death rate of Kobe. When I said that a death 
rate of 11 or 12 per mille was very low, I was bear- 
ing in mind the average of European countries. 
The average death-rate there is 18 and 19 per 
mille and upwards. When it falls below those 
figures, or is 19 even, it is usually thought that the 
locality is in a highly sanitary condition. 

The report and accounts were carried nem con. 

The CrairMan then drew attention to the next 
business before the meeting, the election of a Com- 
mittee. It was supposed, he said, that there was 
great vittue in popular election; and there may 
be when a question arises of great emergency and 
requiting immediate discussion. But here they 
had a great public trust, and, speaking from re- 
collection, he could say that a more capable com- 
mittee than that which had had the management 
of the Cemetery for many years past would be dif- 
ficultto find. Indeed a better selection could not 
be made.—(Hear, hear.) The duty was not oner- 
ous, but it was an important public trust that had 
to be continued: he hoped the old committee 
would consent to serve again.—(Applause.) He 
would move that the old committee be réelected 
on bloc. 

This was carried unanimously. 

In the course of some remarks of a semi-private 
nature, the Chairman expressed a hope, that now 
the Committee had a substantial balance at the 
bank, they would devote some of their income to 
beautifying and adorning the Cemetery. Among 
other suggestions was the replacing of the present 
unsightly palings with a strong but more ornate 
fence, or railing. 

The Rev, E. C, Inwing, in commending the 
suggestions that had fallen from the Chair, paid a 
high tribute to the services rendered to the com- 
munity by Mr. Gillett in taking such excellent 
care of the Cemetery. 

After a little discussion, votes of thanks to the 
Chair and to Mr, Gillett were passed. 

Mr. GILLETT proposed, and Mr. J. A. FRASER 
seconded, that a vote of thanks be accorded to 
Mr. Kiel for the use of the room. 

a was carried and the proceedings termi- 
nated, 


QUESTIONS ASKED IN THE LOWER 
HOUSE AND THE GOVERNMENT'S 
REPLIES. 
> 
THE HOKKAIDO RAILWAYS. 


In reference to the building of railways in Hok- 
kaido, the Government’s policy is subject to great 
changes and appears very vague and indefinite. 
The line of the Tanko (Mining) Railway Joint- 
stock Company lacks in many ways the requisites 
for insuring the safety of human life, and the 
following information is sought :— 

Why is it that the Government, in spite of having 
sold im the 22nd year of Meiji (1889) the Hok. 
kaido Horonai Railroad to the Hokkaido Tanko 
(Mining) Railway Joint Stock Company at an 
excessively low price, and in spite of the fact that 
ft accepts payment in yearly instalments without 
interest, yet intends to build a new line of railroad 
in the Hokkaido ? 


The said Tanko Railway Company in spite of a 
liberal subsidy from the Government is very neg- 
ligent in the matter of making necessary repairs ; 
the permanent way is very inferior when come 
pared with other lines of the Empire; and no care 
is taken for securing the safety of passengers. The 
road should be annually inspected by officials of 
the Railway Burean. The questioners would like 
to inspect the reports of these officials. 

All the bridges on this railroad, except those 
originally built by the Government, are of wood. 
We have good reason to think that railroad bridges 
in other parts of the Empire are all built of iron. 
Why is it that wooden bridges are permitted in 
Hokkaido alone to the detriment and risk of 
passengers? 

We are given to understand that when the 
Company was established the bridges were design- 
ed to be built of iron. The reason for allowing the 
building of wooden bridges is requested, 


On the Muroran and Yibari lines wooden 
bridges are most numerous, and the number of 
dangerous places is very great. 


1.—Between Zenibako and Asari the Com- 
pany’s line runs for several miles along the sea- 
coast which abounds in cliffs and precipices. Not 
to speak of dangers to the train itself, many fami- 
lies dwell along the way, their habitations having 
been built before the line was opened; The train 
passes close to these houses, and the inhabitants 
ate exposed to no small danger. Besides, the 
public thoroughfare being narrow, it is impossible 
for horses and carriages to proceed when trains 
are running, even a man scarcely finding space 
enough to stand aside while a train passes. In 
the winter, when much snow accumulates, the 
danger is still greater and many lives are lost or 
endangered. Neither the Government nor the 
Company has hitherto taken any step to ameliorate 
these conditions, but the unfortunate position of the 
people of the locality deserves attention. Although 
their distress has often been represented to the 
Authorities, no measures have been taken to re- 
lieve them and we should like to know what the 
intentions of the Government are as regards the 
control of these things. 

2.—Again, these residents depend for their live- 
lihood on the herring fishery, but as their catch 
diminishes year by year they are reduced to 
great poverty and distress, so that many quit 
their native villages and wander to other lo- 
calities. It seems that their distress is about 
approaching its climax. Thatis mainly due tothe 
fact that, as trains runs too near the sea and their 
passage is very frequent, herrings are fightened 
from approaching the shore. Thus the fishing- 
grounds and their lands, possessed by their fore- 
fathers from time immemorial, are being depleted 
and rendered of no account. They have often 
represented to the Aathorities and the Company 
the extent of the injury they are sustaining and 
have asked for some remedial measures, but 
without success. From sheer necessity they had 
recourse to every conceivable methods of alleviat- 
ing theic distress. For instance, they asked for an 
alteration in the timesof despatching trains and also 
for the lessening of the sound of the steam-whistles, 
which be et were both disregarded. Why does 
not the Government take some measures to ame- 
liorate the distress of these unfortunate people? 
Moreover, the line crosses the most flourishing 
part of the town of Otaru, and to the inconveni- 
ence and loss of every body earth-works have been 
raised there. It is clear that communication be- 
tween different streets is thereby greatly hampered 
and the exposure to danger is great while com- 
mercial interests are seriously iujured. Yet the 
Government has hitherto taken no steps to induce 
tho Company to remedy these inconveniences. 


We hope the responsible Minister will give a 
satisfactory explanation, 


THE GOVERNMENT'S REPLY. 


t.<-The Government transferred the Horonai 
line to private ownership out of consideration for 
the national economy, it being the firm belief of 
the Government that thestep would conduce to the 
benefit of the State. As to the policy which the Goe 
vernment intends to take in future regarding the 
construction of railways in Hokkaido, explanations 
have already been given in the present session, in 
reply to a question presented by Prince Konoye in 
the House of Peers. 

2.—Concerning the line between Zenibako and 
Asari, the Government is aware of the necessity 
for constructing a new road to insure public safety, 
and is already making the necessary investigations. 


3.—The diminution in the yield of the fisheries 
is felt generally all over the island. It may be 
acknowledged that the opening of the island and 
the improvement in the means of communica- 
tion, have not apparently conduced to the interests 
of the fisheries. It can not in fairness be urged 
that the Zenibako and Asari line is alone detri- 
mental to fishing enterprise, especially if it be 
remembered that the spring of last year proved 
one of the most prosperous seasons for fishing 
along that coast. 

4.—Cases where railways cross the streets of a 
town are very numerous, and public safety must 
be secured by vigilant care on the part of the 
Police. As to the line at Otaru, however, the 
Company has already formed a plan to thoroughly 
ensure the safety of the public, though that plan 
has not yet been put into execution, 


THE FRENCH INTERNATIONAL BXPOSITION. 


An international exposition is to be held in Paris 
in the 33rd year of Me#js (s.¢., 1900), at the com- 
mencement of the 20th century. It promises to 
afford an important opportunity for comparing 
the industrial and commercial superiority of 
the various nations of the world. It is reported 
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that the French Government is already making 
necessary arrangements to this end. 


We should like to know if the French Govern- 
ment has asked Japan to join in the Exhibition, 
and if our Government is making any prepara- 
tions for the purpose ? 


THE GOVERNMENT’S REPLY. 


The French Government will hold an Interna- 
tional Exhibition in the year 1tgoo, and asked 
Japan to co-operate with iton November 3oth of 
last year, The Government is making all neces- 
sary inquiries as to the course to be adopted in 
the matier, 


THE BANK OF JAPAN. 
i 
RECEPTION AT THE NEW OFFICRES. 


In one of the most recent of his many charming 
essays on Japan, Mr. Lafcadio Hearn declares 
that impermanency is a chief, if not the most pro- 
minent, characteristic of the Japanesé nation. 
This theory he propounds in all seriousness after 
several pages of most delightful reasoning—for 
Mr. Hearn wields an extraordinarily graceful 
pen. Yet long before one has reached the end of 
the article the conviction is forcibly borne in upon 
the mind that the gifted essayist has yet to make 
the acquaintance of industrial and commercial 
Japan: that Japan in fact that comes into such 
close and direct contact with the daily life of the 
merchants and residents of the Treaty Ports. 
Surely the palatial new offices of the Bank of 
Japan (Nippon Ginko) with their miles of strong 
rooms, bullion vaults, accountants’ bureaux, and 
public apartments are a strange outcome of “im- 
permanency.” Rather are they the manifestation 
of the coming-of-age of industrial permanency. 
On Sunday, at the invitation of Baron Kawata, 
President of the Bank, some five thousand persons 
visited and inspected the buildings. The visitors 
comprised the heads of the political, commercial, 
industrial, military, naval, scientific, and govern- 
mental groups in the capital, as well as Yokohama 
and the adjacent provinces. The Managers 
of the principal foreign and Japanese banks 
in Yokohama were naturally present, besides 
the heads of several foreign firms it this 
Settlement! The day was bright with sun. 
shine, though the air was keen, and this tended 
greatly to the success of the function. Three huge 
arches of evergreens, connected with a light and 
graceful colonnade constructed of similiar mate- 
rials, were erected outside the Bank, and under 
these the guests drove to the principal entrance, 
Before teaching the wide flight of steps that leads 
to the vestibule of the central building each guest 
received a dainty boutonnidre of imitation cherry 
bloom, to which was attached a small square block 
of gilt material, to representa piece of gold bullion 
—an appropriate device in every particular. It 
would sequire more space than is at our dis- 
posal to describe in detail Mr. Tatsuno Kinzo’s 
noble structure. Suffice it to say that the base- 
ment is occupied solely with bullion vaults of mas- 
sive construction, fire, flood, and burglar proof. 
A wide fire-proof corridor runs completely round 
the vauits. Bullion hoists of the latest design 
connect the vaults with the rooms above. The 
ground floor is principally taken up by huge 
public offices, the chief of which is lighted by an 
immense double glassdome. Here the public will 
find ample space for paying in or drawing-out, 
depositing bonds, securities, etc., and all the mis- 
cellaneous work that belongs to the routine of bank- 
ing business. On this floor there are several fine 
strong-rooms for the reception of documents and 
bonds. ‘The next floor is devoted to the staff, where 
the Governor, Secretaries, Directors, and others 
have spacious and well lighted apartments. The 
floors above are also subdivided into offices for ac- 
countants, clerks, and secretaries. It was very 
difficult on Sunday, however, in wandering through 
suite after suite of spacious rooms, and _ strolling 
along whatseemed miles of corridors and passages, 
to form an adequate idea of the completeness of the 
whole. But the impression of grim stolidity, 
fine proportion, and completeness of detail, 
was most profound. The system of steam heat- 
ing is very perfect, as is also the electric lighting. 

The work of construction commenced on Octo- 
ber 1st, 1890, and the building was completed on 
the agth of last month, the cost being estimated at 
aboft yen 1,200,000. Mr. Tatsuno Kinzo, one of 
the first graduates of the College of Engineering, 
was the principal architect. The building consists 
of a main block, with two wings, the central build- 
ing being four stories in height, the wings 
three stories. The main offices have an area of 
1,014 tsubo (one tsubo 6 ft. sq.) the wings cover 
178 tsubo; the whole range of buildings, engine- 
roem, kitchens, and detached offices covering a 
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space of 1,713 tsubo. We might mention that the 
treasury in the Finance Department of the United 
States has been taken as a model in designing 
the treasury of the Bank of Japan. Special pre- 
cautions have been adopted against earthquake 
damage, bank construction in Italy in particular 
having been carefully studied. The foundations 
of the building, 20 feet below the surface of the 
ground, have a base of pebbles two feet thick upon 
which are placed concrete blocks of 8} feet in 
thickness. The walls are of brick with a casing 
of white stone. In their thickest part they are 
nine feet through. Over 8,924,000 bricks were 
used in the construction, fully 800,000 of which are 
fire-proof; and 28,800 casks uf cement, 400lbs. 
per cask, were also used. 
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HAKODATE. 


—_——_—_— 
(FRoM ouR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


March arst, 1896. 
Mr. Olsen, the gentleman who came here from 
Shanghai to enforce the sale of a cargo of salt 
landed per steamer Peik, on account of non- 
payment of charter-money, departed after the salt 
had been sold, and now comes the trouble. As 
soot as tenders were called for, the sale was boy- 
cotted, and the public were advised by one of the 
local papers not to bid for the salt as it would be 
seized immediately it came out of the godowus, 
The result was, as I stated in a former letter, that 
only one tender was put in and that tenderer got 
it at an exceedingly low figure. The tenderer was 
a Mr. Suzuki; who, I believe, is acting as agent for 
the owner of the salt. Findjng Messrs. Olsen & 
Co.’s claim to be in order, and noting also that the 
sale was being carried out under the advice and 
approval of the Norwegian Consul-General at 
Shanghai, Mr. Suzuki took the advice tendered by 
the Japanese papers for what it was worth and 
bid for the salt, and his bid was accepted. The 
money was paid and the salt transferred to his 
name. The owner of the salt who has been here 
all the time and who has been trying to get his 
Government to stop the sale, comes forward aud 
offers Mr. Suzuki 5,000 dollars (the amount of his 
tender) for the salt, with an additional 300 dollars 
ascommission, which he alleges had previously 
been verbally arranged between them. Mr. Suzuki 
denies this, and will not agree to il, saying he can 
sell the salt for 7,800 dollars, and sees no reason for 
accepting the paltry sum of 300 dollars for his 
bargain, The case promises to go into Court, if 
an amicable settlement cannot be come to by 
the parties. Messrs. Olsen and Company will no 
doubt be surprised to see how quickly their salt 
has risen in value immediately it changed hands. 

A few days ago we were tempted to the belief 
that the first days of Spring had come. Every 
level road was a ditch and the roads down from 
the hill were roaring torrents on account of the 
melting of the snow. But since the day before 
yesterday the aspect has entirely changed, and we 
are now suowed up and frozen in again. On the 
night of the 2oth g inches of snow fell, and on the 
21st 7 inches, and toeday it has been snowing 
and freezing hard all day. The ice gatherers can 
now easily get in another crop of ice if they only 
knew what to do with it. 


A local paper states that Mr. Bonar, our new 
Consul, will arrive here on the rst of next month, 
and that Mr. Chalmers will then proceed to Kobe. 

A tramway will be laid down here as soon as 
permission is received from the Central Go- 
vernment, 








LETTER FROM ST. LOUIS. 
a eee 
(FRoM OUR OWN CoRRESPONDENT), 


St. Louis, Mo., ‘February 24th. 

James Fitzgerald was hanged here last Thurs- 
day for the murder of his sweetheart, Annie 
Niessen, two years ago. The execution proved 
to be one of the greatest civil horrors that ever 
happened in the United States. The case was 
taken through all the courts of the State, but none 
would interfere with the verdict of the jury of 
the lower cout. Then strong pressure was 
brought to hear upon Governor Stone to have 
Fitzgerald’s sentence changed to life imprison- 
ment. This the Governor refused to do, and the 
execution was to have taken place in thé City 
Jail enclosure at 6 o'clock a.m. on Thursday 
last. A few hours before that time the murdered 
girl’s parents were induced to sign an appeal 
to the Governor for the commutation of Fitz- 
gerald’s sentence. Governor Stone telegraphed 
the sheriff at midnight to delay the execution until 
10 o'clock the next day. This wasdone. Atten 
o'clock another telegram was received stating that 
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he, the Governor, refused to interfere, and come 
manding the sheriff to ‘do his duty.” This left 
every hope gone, and within a few moments the 
death warrant was read to the condemned man, 
and he was marched to the scaffold. The next 
instant, the trap was sprung and Fitzgerald’s body 
To the horror of 
the 300 peuple who stood by, the rope broke and 
the man fell with a sickening thud upon the rock 
floor. Tnere was no other rope on haud and every- 
thing was thrown into confusion. Several deputy 
sheriffs carried the man into the morgue adjoin- 
ing. Notwithstanding the awful jek given his 
neck and the fall, the man was still alive and 
He spoke and said, ‘‘ My God, please 
He asked for 
water and repeated prayers after the priest who 
For one long hour the doomed 
man lay with the black cap over his head 
with his hands pinioned,—on a rude glass table 
used for post mortem examinations. The priest 
was s0 wrought up that he cried out, ‘* Who is in 
authority here?—do what you are going to do 


darted through the trap door. 


conscious. 
loose the rope from my neck.” 


attended him. 


quickly and don’t crucify the man.” Another 


rope was purchased from a down town store 


and again the death trap was made ready. 
Fitzgerald was cariied by four ableebodied 
men, head foremost, and the noose placed 
around his weck. The second fall did the 
work, and the man twice hung was pronounced 
“dead.” Such an awful piece of work was never 
done by any hangman before, yet no fault could be 
found with any one save in the way the knot was 
tied. The rope broke at a large knot where the 
rope was fastened to the scaffold. ‘I'he knot act- 
ed as asaw when Fitzgerald’s body fell against it. 
On account of the delay in the execution there 
has arisen a question as to whether the hanging 
wasa legalone. The sentence of the Court was 
that Fitzgerald was to be hanged between the 
hours of 6 and 11 a.m. The last trap was sprung 
at 11.02. But eminent lawyers interviewed say 
that as the hanging began before 11 a.m. and the 


sentence was that he should hang “until he was 


dead,”’ therefore the execution was legal. 


There is a sentiment among many people of this 


country against capital punishment, and the hor- 


rors of last Thursday will result in giving impetus to 


this sentiment, but however terrible, it is not likely 


that the extreme punishment will ever be abolish- 


ed in this country. 








THE PRESENT STATE OF EUROPE. 


ie cn 
By Georce Wasueurn, D.D., President of 
Robert College, Constantinople. 


The events of contemporary history can never 
be fully understood by those who take part in 
them, aud no statesman can foretell with certainty 


but I believe that there is a general impression 


proaching a great crisis in the world’s history. It 
is certainly within the bounds of possibility that 
this year may see the great Christian nations eu- 
gaged in a universal war. [I am by nature and 
choice an optimist. I like to find out the good 
rather than the evil in men and in nations; but a 
man must either shut his eye or fall back upon an 
unwarranted faith in God to be an optimist in 
Europe toeday—so far as the immediate future is 
concerned. There is wealth and culture here as 
well as meanness. There are servants of God 
as well as slaves of Mammon; but taking the na- 
tions as whole, with their rulers, judging them in 
the light of their national life and their public 
policy, nothing could be more hopeless than the 
present state of Murcope. A year ago we might 
well have hesitated before using such strong 
language; but now God, in his providence, has 
tried and tested these nations by a call so clear 
and unmistakable that their answer to it was of 
necessity a choice between God and Mammon=—a 
determination 'of their own character; just such 
a call as comes to every man who hears the words 
of Christ, and, in accepting or rejecting him, 
determines for himself his position in the spiritual 
world, 

The events which have taken place in Turkey 
during the past year have forced each one of the 
great Powers to decide whether it would act in 
view of its own selfish, political interests or of the 
demands of humanity, justice, and Christian 
sympathy. There was no doubt about the facts, 
or the responsibility, or the duty. There was no 
question of ability. Yet they each and all chose 
to saccifice haif a million of their fellow-Christians 
to their own selfish interests. Has the world ever 
seen such a spectacle before? 

They are not all equally guilty. It may not be 
possible to determine the exact responsibility of 
each of the Powers, but certain facts are clear. 
















































what course they will take in the immediate future ; 


among thinking men in- Europe that we are ap- 








So far as the people are concerned, it is only in 
England that there bas been any general interest 
in the fate of the Armenians or any recognition of 
any responsibility for what was going on in 
Turkey. With rare exceptions, the newspapers 
on the Continent have either ignored the subject, 
or defended the Turks, or made it an occasion 
for abusing England. ‘The speculation in South 
Aftican gold mines has excited ten times as much 
interest as the Armenian massacres; and, as fac 
as we see, it would not have roused any excite- 
ment if the whole Christian population had been 
either killed or forced to become Moslems. If 
Nordau had written his book a little later he 
would have needed no other evidence thar this of 
the degeneration of European people and the 
general prevalence of egomania. This is alsoa 
happy illustration of the “ altruism” which sciens 
tific unbelief has substituted for Christianity as 
the basis of personal and national morality, which 
practically means that everybody should make 
sacrifices for us and that we should make sacti- 
fices for nobody, It is perfectly plain that the 
civilization of Europe is rotten to the core; and if 
we can learn anything from the lessons of history, 
it must pass through throes of death before it can 
rise again toa new and higher life. Ifit were 
only the Governments which were corrupt the 
people might rise in their strength and overthrow 
them; but with a degenerate people there is no 
hope. 

The action of the different Governments at 
Constantinople, except in the case of England, 
has not been influenced in any way by public 
Opinion at home, The most despicable of all bas 
been the policy of Germany, which has been 
ostentatiously opposed to all intervention, ‘The 
Emperor’s sympathies have apparently been alto- 
gether on the sideof the Sultan, although it is prob- 
able that his real motive has been the desire to 
win the favour and alliance of Russia. His whole 
policy at home and abroad seem to be directed to 
this end, and his diseased mind leads him to out- 
Herod Herod in doing what he thinks will be the 
wish of Russia. He even runs before he is called, 
as he has in this case, for Russia has all along 
made a pretence of acting with Ehglaud. Had 
she acted in real and hearty sympathy with her 
for one week the massacres of October and No 
vember would never have happened. She has 
ostensibly condemned the Turks, but of late has 
given England to understand that if she attempted 
to force the Dardanelles she would find the Rus- 
sian fleet acting with Turkey. Her object has 
been, first of all, to prevent an English or general 
European occupation of Constantinople, and if 
possible to get the Powers to consent to a Russian 
occupation. France has had no independent 
policy in the East for several years, and in all 
cases follows Russia as a blind man does his dog. 
She has, in this case, abandoned the policy of 
centuries and allowed thousands of Catholics to 
be plundered and massacred without lifting a 
finger to defend them, Austria would have been 
willing to act in concert with the Powers and 
favoured such action, but would run no risks of 
offending Germany and Russia, oc of endanger- 
ing her claim to Macedonia. Italy was anxious 
to intervene and ready to act with England alone; 
but she made no secret of the fact that it would 
be in her own interest and not because she cared 
forthe Armenians, It would be with a view to 
securing a slice of the Ottoman Empire. 


The English Government, a year ago, after the 
Sassfin massacres, fully recognized the fact that, 
more than any other Power, it was responsible for 
the good treatment of the Christian subjects of 
the Sultan, who owed his throne to its repeated 
intervention in his behalf. It invited Russia and 
France, as the two Powers most interested in Asia- 
tic Turkey, to join in securing the fulfilment of 
the promises made at Berlin for the introduction 
of reforms in Armenia. From that day to this Eng- 
land has played fair and done what she believed 
to be her best to defend the rights of the Armeni-« 
ans. She has given up her traditional policy and 
been ready to dethrone the Sultan or to divide up 
the Empire if necessary ; and she has sought for 
no compensation, She has been ready to act 
with Russia and France, or with all the Powers, 
alone, if the other Powers consented. Yet she 
has done nothing to help the Armenian. What 
she has done has been a curse tothem. What 
she has lacked has not been goodwill but the 
courage to face all Europe with no ally but Italy. 
The Liberal Government was a weak and divided 
one, and it died a natural death at the moment 
when the English fleet, which was lying just out- 
side the Dardanelles, ought to have been sent to 
Constantinople. Then came an interregnum, and 
the opportunity was lost, never to return, Whee 
ther Lord Rosebery would have had the courage 
to act alone, if he had semained in power, isa 
question which can never be answered. 
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— The Conservative Government took up the ques- 
tion and pushed it with vigour until, in October, the 
time came again for decisive action. I believe 
that Lord Salisbury had intended to improve this 
opportunity to act either with o¢ without Russia 
and France. Had he done so I believe that he 
would have saved the Armenians, reformed the 
Government of Turkey, and raised England to a 
higher position of influence than she has held for 
forty years; but he might have lost some ships, 
and he might have brought on a general European 
war. It was a call of honour and duty; but he 
did wot dare to face the dangers involved, and 
took refuge in a European concert to do nothing. 
Since that time it has been practically impossible 
for England to do anything. No doubt he will 
explain and defend his inaction when Parliament 
assembles. What we know already is that he had 
to face the difficulty with the United States, which 
had not then reached an acute form; that he knew 
of the desire of the Emperor of Germany to pick a 
quarrel with England, and that France and Russia 
would protest and might take sides with Turkey. 
The dangers were real and serious; but with the 
call of duty on one side and danger on the other, 
if there had been faith in God and the Right he 
would not have hesitated to go forward. The 
moral influence of such action as this upon the 
people of England would have been incalculable, 
and to some extent at least it would have reacted on 
Europe. That it has been lost is probably a greater 
calamity to the world than the destruction of the 
Armenians. 


That Europe will suffer as much or more than 
Turkey for this great crime there can be do doubt, 
And like all God’s judgments, it will come in a 
natural way, in a conflict of those selfish interests 
which the nations worship, and great wars, or in 
the rapid degeneration of the people and internal 
stiife, or perhaps both together. If it were not for 
the vital force which there is in Christianity we 
might expect a gradual relapse into baibarism ; 
but there is an invisible kingdom of God in Europe, 
which can never die, and out of it there will come 
some day a new and better Europe, which will 
worship God and not Mammon. 


The present hope of the world is in America ; but 
we have more reason to fear than to boast. I 
know both countries very well, and I should not 
like to say that the standard of morality and 
Christian living is any higher in America than in 
England, or that the worship of Mammon is more 
frantic in London than in Chicago, or that our 
courts administer justice more fairly and surely 
than here, or that our moneyed aristocracy is of 
purer morals or more unselfish spirit than her he- 
reditary nobility. But we are freest to chouse our 
own way. We are not bound to Europe to sin 
with her and suffer with her. We have no 
millstone of a vast colonial empire tied about our 
necks. We have no traditional ambition to rule 
the world. We have less temptation to do 
evil. We feel the influence of the degenerate 
civilization of Europe and her blind revolt against 
Christianity, We have not escaped some taint 
of it ourselves, but as a nation we have made no 
final choice of evil. I thought we had a month 
ago when I read the President’s Message and 
heard of the enthusiastic cheers which went up 
all over the land at the prospect of war. That a 
war between England and America would lead at 
once to universal wac no one can doubt who 
knows the present relations of the European 
States; and that'we should kindle the flame that 
was to biing destruction upon Europe and plunge 
into it ourselves to share her fate, seemed to me 
the end of all hope for the present generation 
and for many generations to come. 


Iam glad to belive that I was mistaken, that 
the President did not mean what he seemed to 
say, that the cheers for war were only an unhappy 
way of expressing our patsiotisin, and that we are 
still free to purify and ennoble our own civili- 
zation and to take up and carry through the world 
the torch which has been thrown aside by Europe, 
with the message of peace and goodwill to men.— 
The Independent. 








H.B.M. COURT FOR FAPAN. 
ee eee ee 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq., Judge, and a 
Jury.—Tuesday, March 24th. 


CHARGB OF OBTAINING GOODS UNDER 
FALSE PRETENCSS. 


This moimning Percy Edward Whittall, of uo 
fixed place of abode, was charged that on the 
2gth February, 1896, at a house of entertain- 
meut kept by one Mimura Kinzo, in Yokohama, 
to induce Mimura Kinzo to supply to him, the 
said Percy Edward Whittall, certain cefreshinents 
and liquors unlawfully, knowingly and design- 


edly, did falsely pretend that he was then an 
officer in the naval service of the United States 
of America, serving on board the United States 
ship Concord, then in the port of Yokohama, by 
means of which false pretence he did unlawfully 
obtain thirty-one glasses of spiritous liquor, valued 
at three yes ten sen, and other refreshments con- 
sisting of eggs, cakes, and tobacco valued at 50 
sen, whereas he was not then an officer in the 
naval service of the United States, nor serving on 
board the U.S.S. Concord. 

Prisoner pleaded not guilty. 

The following jury were then empanelled :— 
A. W. Crombie (foreman), R. B. McKinnell, 
Henry W. Lea, Lessey Pollard, and F. R. Daniel. 

Me. Litchfield, Crown Prosecutor, said—A 
man who, by making a representation of an exist- 
ing fact which is false and induces another to part 
with his goods, commits the offence with which 
the prisoner at the bar is charged to-day. The 
pretence which the prisoner is alleged to have 
made, is that he was an officer of the United 
States Naval Service, and on the strength of this 
representation he induced the keeper of a restau- 
tant to supply him with food and liquor. What 
the prosecution has to substantiate is that the 
prisoner induced the proprietor of the restau- 
rant to supply him with goods through the 
production of a photograph of himself in a naval 
uniform. Induced by the sight of this photo- 
graph to believe that the accused occupied a 
good position, the proprietor of the restaurant 
supplied the man with goods, which before the 
production of the photograph he had objected to 
supply him with. In order to substantiate these 
statements and prove the case, the prosecution 
would bring evidence to prove that the prisoner 
was not an officer of the United States Navy, and 
that he obtained the goods by making astatement 
thathe was. Upon the evidence adduced the jury 
would have to render their verdict. 


Samue! Lawrence Heap, sworn, deposed=I am 
a Passed-Assistant Paymaster in the United 
States Navy, stationed at the U.S..Naval Hos- 
pital, Yokohama. The U.S.S. Concord is a ship 
of war of the U.S. Navy. The Concord arrived 
here, I believe, at the beginning of March; and 
she is in port now. I am acquainted with the 
officers of the Concord. Ihave never seen accused 
before: he is not an officer of the Concord. There 
is no such name as Percy Edward Whittall on the 
records of the U.S. Navy. The sleeve of the coat 
shown in the photograph produced is like the sleeve 
of a naval uniform coat: the coat, however, is not 
correct; it is partly a petty officer’s coat and partly 
a commissioned officer’s coat. It is, however, 
sufficiently like an Ensign’s uniform to deceive a 
landsman. It would not deceive an expert or a 
naval officer. The gold braid on the sleeve is that 
of an Ensign’s. 

The accused had no question to ask the witness, 

Mimura Kenzo was next called and cautioned. 
He said his business was that of a money-lender, 
He lived at No. 173, Nichome, Hanazakicho. 
About the end of February the accused came 
to the house of Fujimoto Bun at Fukushima-cho. 

Continuing he said—This house is a restaurant, 
and I go there when my work is finished to assist 
Fujimoto, as I am a relation of hers. Accused 
asked for liquor and I supplied him. When the 
account reached a certain amount I presented the 
bill and asked for payment. Accused did not pay 
the bill, but said in English, ‘I belong to the 
officers of the American man-of-war Concord; so 
don’t be afraid.” I said, “I don’t care, I want 
my money.” He said, " Do you think I speak a 
lie, look at my photograph.” Then he produced a 
photograph. [Photograph produced and identi- 
fied.] After that I believed that the man be- 
longed to the American man-of-war. I let him 
have more liquor on the strength of this be- 
belief. I gave him whiskey, brandy, and Ameti- 
can cigarettes. I presented a bill for the whole 
at the finish. The value of the goods supplied 
alter the production of the photograph was $3.60. 
The accused did not pay for any of the items sup- 
plied, and I sent for the police. 


Cross-examined by the accused=At the pre- 
vious examination I did not say I was a restau- 
rant-keeper; I came here in the stead of Fujimoto 
Bun, whom I said was a restaurantekeeper. The 
full amount of the bill was $6.80: ro cents alone 
was for food, eggs, and cakes; all the rest was for 
drinks. I charged 10 cents per glass for drink. 
You were at the restaurant from about 5 till half- 
pastg. It was not dark when youcame. The 
accused was drunk when he left. I was in the 
accused’s company all the time, but accused alone 
did the diinking. The accused was drinking 
steadily all along. I charge ro cents per glass, 
whether the glass is full or not, so some of the 61 
glasses with which you are charged may not have 
been full. I received you when you came. One 
waitress, my daughter, serves in the house. She 
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does not dance for the delectation of the guests. 
Fujimoto Bun is a woman, Foreigners often fre- 
quent the house. I did see the photograph of 
yourself after I tad presented the first bill, 

Hasegawa Yusho, a police-constable, deposed 
to being called to the house of the last witness 
and advising the accused, whom he found in an 
upstairs room, to pay the landlord’s bill. Eventu- 
ally the man was taken to the police station. 

To the Accused=—I noticed on the table of the 
room in which you were sitting, several bottles 
and glasses: I did not notice theic number, 

Mr. Litchfield said that this was the case for 
the prosecution. He did not intend to address 
any remarks to the jury. 

In answer to his Prsucae: the prisoner said he 
should lke to make some remarks to the jury. 
Having obtained permission, he said that he 
should like the jury to hear from him how the affair 
really liappened. He wasa little in liquor at the 
time and went to the house under the guidance of a 
rickshaw coolie. The coolie said that he knew 
where he could have plenty of fun, and having only 
about $3 in his (prisoner’s) pocket he said, ‘ Al- 
tight, go ahead. Artived at the house he was 
met by three girls, Hedid not know any of them, 
but they invited him to go upstairs, Here they 
asked him if wanted any drink, and ‘as he was 
thirsty he asked for brandy, which they gave him. 
Then they asked if he would not treat them to a 
drink, so he said yes, and the gitls had a glass of 
port wine each. Upon his saying that he was 
hungry the gicls brought him some eggs and cake. 
Then another, and an old, woman appeared 
on the scene: this was after supper, as it were. 
She asked if he would like to see the girls danc- 
ing. He said he didn’t mind and the gitls began 
dancing. When they had finished he gave one 
of them $3 and some odd cents that he had in his 
pocket, and told her to square up “ the damage,” 
which he thought was about $3, and he added 
that she was to keep the change himself. Much 
to his surprise, a short time after this, the girls 
having gone downstairs, the landlord came up 
and presented a bill for $6.80, which he said was 
the cost of the entertainment. I said, continued 
the prisoner, that I had already given three 
dollars to one of the girls, which would amply 
pay for the deinks and the food I had had. The 
man said that what I had given the girl had 
nothing to do with him. P said I would not 
pay anything more. Then he began to talk 
loudly and became abusive. I was alittle gone 
in drink, and I am afraid I got abusive too. It 
was then that I pulled out the photograph, and I 
said to him that if he wanted to know who I was 
he could take the photograph to the Chief of the 
Police, who would know who I was, and then he 
could prosecute me for the money he said I owed 
him. ‘The man said, ‘I see it is an officer,” and 
I said, “I suppose it is, but you can go to the 
Chief of Police and he will tell you all about it,’”’ 
as the Chief of Police had seen me in the 
uniform and knew all about me. The man 
went out and ten minutes afterwards, as I was 
sitting smoking quietly by myself, a policeman 
came up. He said that the proprietor of the 
house had stated that I had been making a noise 
and causing a disturbance. I told the policeman 
that I was willing to go to the police station at 
once, and explain things. He said that be would 
see the proprietor and induce him to lessen his 
bill, He came back and said the man would take 
$5. I refused to pay that or anything else, and he 
went away again, He again came back and said 
the proprietor would take $4. I said that it would 
be better if I went to the station, and the next thin 
I knew was that I was brought here and slinrged 
with obtaining goods under false pretences. In 
the first place, gentlemen, the photograph was 
never shown till all the drinking and dancing 
and supper was finished. The man supplied me 
with drinks right along, and at the end I paid $3 
and some odd cents to one of the girls. I was not 
drinking alone. It does not stand to reason that 
I could alone drink 61 glasses of inferior spirits in 
two hours ; it is almost an impossibility. All Ican 
say is that thestatement I have now made I[ would 
make under oath. The prosecutor has made two 
or three misstatements in his evidence: his evidence 
differs from that which he gave upon the first ex- 
amination. Hethought [ was a “new chum ” in 
this city, and that he saw a way to getling money 
out of me by frightening me with the police. Once 
at the police-station and having to make a state- 
ment he had to carry the thing through. This is 
all I have to say, but I would repeat it on oath. 


His Honour, in summing up lo the jury, said that 
the definition of the offence with which the prisoner 
was charged, had been clearly laid down by the 
Counsel for the prosecution. The prosecution had 
three things to prove in making out their case: the 
first was that accused was not an officer on the 
American ship-of-war Concord; secondly that he 
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had stated that he was a naval officer of the U.S. 
service; and thirdly that it was mm consequence of 
this statement that the prosecution supplied him 
with goods. The prosecution had _ to establish all 
these points before the jury could find a verdict of 
guilty; if the prosecution had not made then out 
then they would have to return a verdict of not 
guilty. The only point at all doubtful—or rather 
two points—was whethec or not the prisoner repre- 
sented himself to be an officer of the man-of-war, 
and whether on the strength of that representation 
he was supplied with the goods. Did he get the 
goods before he made the representation which the 
prosecutor said he made? ‘The prosecution must 
satisfy you that it was on the strength of an 
untrue statement that the restaurant keeper was 
induced to part with his goods: the decision of 
this point rests with you. Ifthe accused never 
said that he was an officer of the U.S. Navy, then 
that puts an end to the case. Secondly, after 
showing the photograph if you believe the prisone:’s 
statement that he never got any goods, that 
equally puts an end of the prosecution. The ques- 
tion is, which statement are you to believe, that 
of the Japanese, or that of the accused? The pro- 
secutor’s story is very explicit and circumstantial. 
His Honour then reviewed the evidence given by 
the principal Japanese witness, aud continuing 
said—If you believe the prosecutor's story you 
have no other course but to convict. On the other 
hand, if you believe the aceused’s story you 
must acquit him. He admits the production of 
the photograph, but he says that it was by way 
of enabling the prosecutor to obtain his name and 
address, {f he had been asked his name and ad- 
dress it would have been quite as easy to have 
given the man his name and address at once, 
Instead of doing so, the prisoner presented a 
photograph of himself in some sort of uniform. 
In regard to the statement of the prosecution 
that the prisoner named a ship, the Concord, ac- 
cused in his statement just now, does not explain 
the matter or refer to it at all. You will there. 
fore have to consider whether it was an inven- 
tion or after thought of the prosecutor’s or not. 
But this is only a part of the case. The other 
part of the case for you to consider is whether 
he got the goods after the photograph, was pro- 
duced. If you believe that he did not obtain them 
after the production of the photograph then the 
only course open to you is to acquithim, You 
have only the stalement of one man against the 
other. The accused has said that he would make 
Wis statement an oath. But le is not required to 
do so under the present state of the law. By 
making the statement as he did, he is not liable 
to cross-examination—that is .an advantage 
he hae under the law. The prosecution must 
have established ail the facts necessary for con- 
viction before you can return a verdict for 
thems; they must satisfy you that he made a 
false representation, and that after that he was 
supplied with goods: if they have satisfied you on 
that then you will return a verdict of guilty; if not 
then you will find the accused wot guilty. The 
production of the photograph is a statement in 
itself that it represents him as a member of the 
crewofaship. The production of that photograph 
was sufficient to induce that belief as much as if 
he had said, I belong to aship’s crew. Having 
again laid down the propositions for and against, 
His Honour asked the jury if they wished to 
relire to consider their verdict, 

Mr. Pollard said he would like to know whether 
the accuséd was wearing a uniform when he went to 
the restaurant, 

Mimura Kenzo, recalled, said he could not re- 
member what clothes the man wore. 

The jury then retired. Upon their return, the 
foreman, Mr. A. W. Crombie, in answer to the 
formal question, said they had found the prisoner 
not guilty. 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 








(Reuter’s ‘ Jaran Matt” Spaciar Service.) 


London, March 25. 
Two thousand fivé hundred troops have 
reached Assouan. 


During the hearing of the charge against Dr. 
. Jameson, a witness deposed to handing Major 
Willoughby despatches recalling the expedition 
which Dr, Jameson declined to receive. 





[‘‘Seectac ” TsceGcram to “ Jaran Matu.’’] 


Nagasaki, March 24. 
Earl Spencer has left this port on board Her 
Majesty's ship Porpoise for Sasebo on a visit of 
inspection, 















(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘* Japan 
Herald,” the “ Jaoan Gagette,’’ anu other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, March 21. 
Mr. Curzon, Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, 


replying to a question in the House of Com- 
mons last night, said it was premature to 
consider a proposal to appoint a commercial 


attaché to the British Legation at Tokyo. 


Mr. Curzon also informed the House that 
the Government was making representations to 


China regarding the terminal tax on British 
goods in the southern provinces of China, and 


was pressing upon the Chinese authorities the 
necessity for the strict observance of the treaty 
of 1858. The Government was also negotiat- 
ing for ports of call and for ports where Consuls 
may reside on the West River. 


Exchange on London at Parls .......0006025-33¢ 
” ”9 * 9” New York ...... 4.88 
(Tel. Trans.) 


London, March 33. 
The Italian Chamber of Deputies has ap- 
proved a vote of 140,000,000 lire for Abyssinia, 
General Kitchener has started for Wady-halfa. 
London March 24. 
The expedition under General Kitchener has 
occupied Akasheh without being opposed. 
Popular excitement has been renewed in 
Spain, and the newspapers declare for war 
rather than America should interfere in Cuba. 





(From tHe *'N.-C. Dairy Naews.’”) 
London, March 13. 

The troops engaged in the recent operations 
in Ashanti are to receive a donation of one 
month’s pay. 

The Emperor of Austria is prolonging his 
stay at the Riviera, to visit H.M. the Queen. 
It is reported that he desires to promote a recon- 
ciliation between Great Britain and Germany. 


The Sultan has conferred the order of Med- 
jidie on Cotnt Nelidoff, and this is regarded 
as cementing a tacit Russo-Turkish agreement. 

The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, Colonial 
Secretary, states that no reply from President 
Kruger has been received to his despatch of 
the fourth of February. 

London, March 14. 


Egyptian troops will advance without delay 
to occupy Dongola, the representations pre- 
viously made to the British Government show- 
ing that an armed demonstration is desirable 
owing to the restless ness of the Dervishes. The 
defeat of the Italians has hastened matters. 


The Chinese Loan Contract provides that thé 
Chinese Customs service remains unaltered. 


has improved the relations between France and 
Italy. - 

The Emperor of Austria has visited H.M. the 
Queen at Nice, and Vienna papers regard the 
interview ag being an important one. 

Speaking in the House of Commons on the 
Army Estimates, the Hon. W. St. J. Brodrick, 
Parliamentary Secretary of the War Office, 
stated that England’s readiness for war had 
recently greatly improved, plans were prepared 
for every emergency, and we could rapidly 
mobilise a fleet with an army to co-operate. 

London, March 16, 

The Egyptian Cabinet asks from the Com- 
mission of the Debt a sum of two and a half 
million francs for the expedition, but it is be- 
lieved that France, as guarantor for the bond- 
holders, will refuse her consent. 

Scotland has beaten England, and Ireland 
has beaten Wales, in the International Rugby 
Football competition. 

London, March 17, 

An edict has been signed at Pekin which 
sanctions the opening of the West River, but 
the actual opening awaits an agreement as to 
the Yunnan Frontier. 

A motion by Mr, Labouchere for the adjourn- 
ment of the House of Commons in order to dis- 
cuss the Egyptian expedition was rejected by a 
majority of one hundred and forty-two. 


Google 





London, March 18. 
The unexpected decision as to the Dongola 


expedition has caused surprise and irritation in 


Paris. An active interchange of views is taking 
place between Paris and St. Petersburg. 


Speaking in the House of Lords, Lord Salis- 


bury stated that the advance had been under- 


taken after communication with the Egyptian 
and Italian Cabinets, and that the former urged 
the the danger of an advance by the Dervishes, 

The Marquis di Rudini, Italian Premier, 
speaking in the Chamber, said that the Italian 
Government would reject any proposals for 
peace which were not compatible with the 
dignity of the country, and meanwhile will 
continue hostilities and do nothing to weaken 
the position of Italyin Europe. He also asked 
for a credit of one hundred and forty million 
lire (£5,600,000 sterling). 

H.M. the Queen has appointed H.M. the 
Emperor of Austria Colonel of the King’s 
Dragoon Guards. 


(Prom tHe © Suanona! Mercury.) 
Hongkong, March 11. 


The Hongkong and Shanghai Bank shares 
jumped to-day from $175 to $185 per cent. 
premium. 


(From * Tongin Pargns.’’) 


Paris, March 6. 
The Italian Chamber applauded the intima- 
tion of Signor Crispi’s resignation. Alarming 
demonstrations have taken place in Rome; and 
the general feeling throughout the whole of 
Italy is against the continuance of the war in 
Africa. 


(From Tam Jaranees Parats.) 
Osaka, March 26. 
The Second Mixed Brigade for Formosa 
leave here on the 28th and 29th inst. 


Shizuoka, March 26. 
The Zakachiho arrived at Shimizu yesterday. 
The marines on board the Foshi#o, now at 
Shimizu, formed a landing party on the 24th 
inst., and marched to this town for practice, 
returning to the ship the following day. 


Kobe, March 26. 
Earl Spencer, who arrived here yesterday by 


the Empress of Fapan, went on board the British 
.cruiser Edgar this morning, and left for Kure 
‘at8aum. He will then visit Ujina, returning to 
this port on the 29th inst. 
to Yokohama. 


He next proceeds 
It is said that he has obtained 
special permission from the Japanese Govern- 


‘ment to visit the Kure mititary and naval port. 
It is believed in Paris that the advent of} 
Marquis di Rudini to power as Italian Premier | 


Pekin, March 25. 
Negotiations in reference to the new Treaty 
between Japan and China have made remark- 
able progress, but it appears that it will be some. 
time yet before the negotiations are concluded. 


Kanazawa, March: 26. 
The result of the election in the Fourth Dia- 
trict of Ishikawa Prefecture was as follows :— 
Mr. Takenouchi, Fiyu-to, 441 votes; Mr. Aki- 
moto, Shimpo-/o, 378 votes. 








VAIL STEAMERS. 
-—_______@—-—___—- 


tuHK NEXT MATL IS DUB 
From Artterica ......... per P.M. Co. Tuesday, Mar. gret.* 
From Hongkong ..... perO.&O. Co. saturday, Mar. 28th, 
Brom Europe, via 

Hongkong ..ssscccceee per M. M. Co. Moriday, Mar. goth.\ 
From America ........: perO.&Q.Co. Thursiay, April oth. 
From Hongkong ...... per P.& O.Co. Sanday, Aprit seh. 
From Canada, &c.,..... per ©. P. R. Co. Sunday. April rath. 
From Europe, vi8 

HOM@RONG ....scseeees per N.D. Liogd Wed'day, April rgth 


From Hongkong per. PL. R.Co. Thursday, April 16th. 


* China left San Francisco on March rgth. 2% Gaelie lett Kobe 
on March ayth. | Yarra (with French mail) left Shanghai on 
March agth; @ Belgic left San Francisco on March sist. 





THE NEAT MALL (BRAVES 


for Hongkong rer ¥, #0. Co. Saturday, Mar. @th 


‘or America wu... per, & oO. Co Tuesdav, Mar. 318t.. 
Fur Victoria, B.C....... ver O. R.& N.Co. Thureday, April end! 
For Europe, via Shang- ; 

WAL cisiscnsedsosoocseasvcee per M. M. Co, Sundav, April gth 
Yor AMeTICA ....ccceeeee per P, M. Co, Friday, April aoth. 
for Hongkong ......... rer) Plt. ©o. Monday, April sgth, 
Kor Canada, &c. ..... pers Vie Co. Fridde, April 17th. 
for Europe, vid Hong: 

WONG... ceesecesveeeces per N. 1). Llogd Saturday, April 18th. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per N, P. Co. Tueaday, April 18th. 
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CHESS. 
—————_- —>>—_ ———. 


All Commanications to be addressed to the (wass Morron.) 


The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day ane Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
to If p.m. 


Visitors to Yokohama and Officers of ships 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club dur- 
ing their stay in this port. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday fiom 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


So.uTiIon or PRoBiem No. 221. 
WHITE. BLACK. 
1—K to K 4 I—R takes Kt ch. 


2—Q takes R, mate 
I—R to K Sch. 


2—Q takes KR, mate 
I—-B to B 3 ch. 
2—Kt takes B, mate 
1—Auy other move 
a—Kt to O 5, mate. 
Correct auswers from Digamma, ].D., Shogi, 
W.HLS., W.D.C., T Mcl., E.J.K., and W.d.H. 


ProBiem No. 223. 
By Max J. Meyer. 


BLACK. 





WHITE, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


Tokyo versus YOKOHAMA. 

Definite arrangements have not yet been con- 
cluded as to the date of the return match. Itis ex- 
pected that it will be played in Yokohama early in 
April on some day which will suit the visiting team 
from the Capital. We publish the following :— 

To THe Cuess Epiror oF THE “ JAPAN Mait,” 

Siz,—In the late match at Tokyo one of the 
players contended that a Bishop could draw 
against three pawns supported by their King, but 
the concensus of opinion amongst those present 
was against him. [now beg to submit an instruc- 
tive position by H. F. L. Meyer in which White 
has the move but can only draw, There are 
various lines of play, all leading, however, to the 


same result. 
Yours truly, W.B.M. 


Tokyo, March 24th, 1896. 
Enp-Game No. 32. 
By H. F. L. Meyer. 
BLACK. 
WO 
Wi _ ll 
Yyy 





j Yj 
4 Uf 
Wh 


YZ y Yi 
Yi: Vl 
2 2 
Yi; Uy 


ha 


YZ 
“yy 4 
Ys A=W) 


a of 
ZC e 
a 


Yj 
Wy 
7. 


Wy 
7 Ves 
WHITE, 


Uy, 
Vd 
White to move, and can only draw. 


Ue 


Ly wat F 
Yi, 





Y 


YZ 





Cuess In AMERICA. 

We see that Showalter, after defeating Lip- 
schutz, is now playing Kemeny at Philadelphia 
for the Championship of the United States and a 
stake of $750 (gold) a side. The first two games 
resulted in a win for Showalter and a draw, 
Kemeny failing to score. We understand that 
the match is one of seven games up, draws not 
counting. 


The telegraphic contest between Brooklyn and 
the St. George’s Chess Club of London was fixed 
for the 13th and 14th instant, We hope to have 
news of the result by next incoming mail. 


A master-tourney is projected for Nuremburg 
this summer. “ Efforts are being made to induce 
the big St. Petersburg quartet to Compete. Dr. 
Tarrasch, the leading spirit in the movement, will, 
of course, enter.” 


Game No. 455. 
A notable game, in which Mr. Steinitz displays 
much genius, 
QUREN’S GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
W. Steinitz. E. Lasker. 
i—PtoO4 I—P to g 4 
2—PtoOB4 2—Pta K3 
3—Ki to O BZ 3—Ktto K B3 
4—-Bto By 4—B to K 2 
5-PwK3 5—Castles 
6—PtoBs5 6—Kt to K 5 
7—Kt takes Kt 7—P takes Kt 
8—Q to B 2 8—PtoK 4 
9—Bto B4 9—Kt to B3 
1o—P toO R3 10—B to B 3 
11—-Castles (QO R) 11—K to R sq. 
12—P to B3 12—O to K2 
13—B to K Kt 3 13—PtoB5 
14—O takes P 14—P takes B 
15—P takes P 15—P to K Kt3 
16—O takes Kt P 16—BtoQ2 
17—-P to B4 17—R to B2 
18—P to O Kt 4 18—R to Kt2 
19—O to KR 6 19—R takes P 
20—B to O03 20—R to Kt 2 
21—Kt to B 3 21—O to B2 
22—P to K Kt 4 22—QO Rto K Kt sq. 
23—=P to Kt 5 23—B to O sq. 
24—R to R2 24—R to Kt 3 
25—O toR5 25—R (Kt 3) to Kt 2 
26—O R to R sq. 26—O takes O 
27— 2 27—K to Bsq. 
28—R takes P chi. 28—R takes R 
29—R takes R ch. 29—K to Kt sq. 
30—R takes B 30—R to B 2 
31—B to B4 31—Resigus. 


Game No. 456. 


Played in the Hastings meeting. 
are by Mr. Pollock. 


QUEEN’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 


The notes 


WHITE. BLACK. 

Pillsbury. Schlechter. 
1—PtoQ4 Sed b: 
2—PtoQB4 2—P to K 3 
3-2 Ktto B3 3—K Kt to B3 
4—B to Kt 5 4—B to K2 
5—Kt to B3 5—O Kt we 2 
6—PtwK3 6—P to 13 
7—R to B sq. a 7—Bto Kt 2 
8—P takes PS 8—-P takes P 
g9—B to O 3 9—Casiles 
10—Castles 10—P to Bg 
1t—B to O Kt sq. mi—KtitoK 5 
12—B to B4 12—Kt takes Kt 
13—R takes Kt ¢ 13—PtwBs5 
14—Ktto K 5 14—P to Bad 
15—K to R sq. e 15—Kt takes Kt 
16—B takes Kt 16—-B to O03 
17—P toB4 17—B to B sq. f 
1i8—OioRs es Fok bE, 
19—R to KB3 19—R to R2 
20—RtoK R3 20—P to Kt 3 
21—O to R6 21—B takes B 


22—B P takes B 22—R to K Kt 2 


23—Rto K B3 23—P to 9 Ki 4 
24—R to O B sq. 24—O to K2 
25—O Rto K Bsgq. 25—R (Bsq.) to Bag 
26—P to KR 4h 26—B to K 3 
27—P to K Kt 42 27—QO to 02 
28—P takes P 28—P takes P 
29—-O to R57 29—R to Kt 3 
30—B takes P 30—B takes B 
31—R takes B 31—R takes R 
32—R takes R 32—P to Kt 5 
33—0 to B3 33—P w B 6 
34—P takes P 34—P takes P 
35—R to B 8 ch. 35—K to Kt 2 
36—R to O Kr 8 36—O to K2k 
37-0 to B4 37—PtoK R4 
38—P to K67 38 —R takes P 
39—R to OB8 396—Rto K 5 
40—Rto B7 m 40—R takes O 
41—R takes O ch. 4I—R to B2 2» 
42—RtoK5 42—P to B7 
43—R to Kt 5 ch. 43—K to R3 
44—R to Kt sq. 44—R toQ Kt 2 


and wins, 


a Steinitz claims to have been the first to have introduced 
this move, which is now so generally played, in his first 
match with ['schigorin, contested in 1887, at Havana, 

6 It is doubtful whether this early exchange of the centre 

awns is altogether to White’s advantage as Black there- 


strength of 
his game. 

¢ PB takes Kt would be better. If then Black continues 
with 11—,P to B 5, White could play 14,—P to K 4!P 
takes P; 15,—Kt to Q 2 with advantage. 

d P to P 3 would be bad, on account of 15;—Q to R 5 &c, 

e Preparing for an attack with P to K Kt4, and Rto Kt sq. 

Ff To prevent P to K Kt 4. 

_& Necessary, as White again threatened to advance the 
king’s knight’s pawn. 

h This move causes White later on a good deal of trouble. 

t Highly ingenious, for, if P takes P, the continuation 
could be 16—K to B 6! followed by Pto R 5! &c. 

j He now wins a pawn, but Sl the game, owing to 
Biack’s superior pawn position on the queen’s side. 

& The weakness of White's 27th move, P to K R 4, be- 
comes now painfully apparent. 

i This also is very ingenious, for if Black were rashly 
tempted into playing R to Kt 5. White would immediately 
turn the tables with 39,—QO to K 5 ch. &c. 

m He has nothing better. 

n The young Austrian master played the whole ending 


with the most excellent judgment and precision. 


which is forcibly demonstrated in the ending of 


Game No. 457. 
A lively finish to the Showalter-Lipschiitz match. 
QUEEN’S GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
J. W, Showalter. S. Lipschuts. 
1—PtoO4 I—Pw O4 
2—PtoOB4 2—P to 
ee fad 3—Ktto KB 3 
4—Ktto B3 4—B to K2 
5—B to B4 5—Castles 
6—O to B 2 6—PwOR3Z3 
7—P to K3 7—P to O Kt 3 
8—P takes P 8—P takes P 
9—BtoO 3 9—B to Kt 2 
1o—Kt to Kt 5 10—P to Kt 3 
1—PtoKR4 11—KttoR4 
12—Kt to K 2 12—-PtoQOB4 
13—P to K Kt 4 13—Kt takes B 
14—Kt takes Ke 14—PtoBs 
15—B takes Kt P I5—R P takes B 
16—Kt takes Kt P 16—P to K B4 
17—Kt to K 6 17—B to Kt 5 ch. 
18—K to K 2 18—O to B3 
19o—Kt (Kt 6) takes R 19—B takes Kt 
20—P takes P 20—Kt to B 3 
oa Rto K Kt sq.ch. 21—K to B2 
22—R to Kt 6 22—Q to R sq. 
23—PtoR5 23—Kito Kis 
24—O toR4 24—P to Ki 4 
25—-Q wo R5 25—R to K sq. 


White mates in two moves. 


Game No. 4s8. 
A lively game by Tschigotin. 


RUY LOPEZ. 
WHITE. BLACK. 
M., I. Tschigorin. H.N. Pillsbury. 
I—P to K 1—P to K4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—O Kt to B3 
3—B to Kt 5 3—Pto K Kt 3a 
4—Ktto B3 4—B to Kt 2 
5—P to 2 3 5—K Kt to K 2 
6—Bto Kt 5 6—P to B3 
I—-Bto K3 7—PtoO R3 
8—BtoR4 8—PtoO Kt4 
g—B to Kt 3 9—Kt to R4 
10—Q to QO 2 10—Kt takes R 
11—R P takes Kt 11—Bto Kt 2 
12—Bto R6 12—Castles 
13—P toR4 13—P to O03 & 
14—Castles (Q R) 14—P toOB4 
15—P to K Kt 4 15—P to Kt 5 
16—Kt to O Kt sq. 16—Pto R 4 
17-9 R to Kt sq. 17—PtoR5 
18—P takes P 18—R takes P 
19—-O to K3¢ 19—Kt to B3 
20—B takes B 20—K takes B 
2i—P to Kts 2i—KttoO5 


22—K takes Ke 
23—Kt takes R 
24—K takes B P 
25—K to K3 e 
26—K to g 2 


22—PtoR5 
23—R P takes Pd 
24—P takes P ch, 
25—P takes P 
26—R takes Kt 


27--O to R 3 ch. 27—K to B3 
28—O to K 6 28—R to O RK sq. 
29—K to Kt 7 29—K to Kt 3_ 
30—Kt to R 3 30—Bto R 37 
31—R to 07 31—O takes R 
32—Q takes 32—O R to 934: 
33—O0 to K Kt 7 33—P takes Kt 
34—P takes P 34—-Pto B5 
35—P to 4 35—R takes P 
36—P to R 8 (Q) 30—R takes O 
37—O takes R 37—R to B 8 ch. 
38—K to Kt 2 38—P takes P 
39—O to P ch. 39—K to B2 
40—P toR4 40—Rto B2 
41—PtoR5 41—K to B sq. 
42—O takes O P _ 42—R to Kt 2 ch, 
43—K to B3 43—-B to Kt 4 
44—P to R 6 44—R to O B2 
45—P to R7 and White wins, 


a A favourite defence of Mr. Pillsbury’s, and up to a 


y retains a majority of pawns on the queen's side, the certain poiat—move 1a On each side—the game is identical 
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with one between Mr. Pillsbury and a leading !hiladelphia 


Pto K Kt4: 15. B takes 
B, K takes B: 16 Kt takes Kt P, P takes Kt; 17. Q takes 


layer, 1893. 
ard . 9 


fiz... ..PtoQa4i 4. 


P ch, the king’s pawn being also undefended. 
c To give the king an escape 


then R takes Kt ch and RtoQ R sq. &c 


d@ It is not at all clear why M. Tschigorin proceeds thus. 
The natural move seems to be O takes Kt simply, and if 


then P takes P. Oto R 3. 
e Obviously if 25. . . 
ch, K to Rsq; 27. Oto Kt 3 and forces mate. 


win. He could have drawn by K to B 2. &c. 


J Me. villsbury was here pressed for time, otherwise 30 
33 32. 
Kt to B q ch. K to R 3 ap- 
If in the 
to Kt 3, then P to 
if 32. R to Kt 8, O takes R: 33. P takes Q (a 
Kt to B 
+ 37. Kto Kt 


Sepecaus to B 3; 3:. Q to Kt 8, R to KR 
QtoB7 BtoB 33 33 

ars to win for Black with careful play. 
oregoing White continues—31. 

4; an 
queen), R takes O: 34, Ptakes P, % takes P: 45. 
ach. K to Basie, PtoQ5ch. K toQ 
sq. Rto Kt 8 ch; 38. K to R 2,R(B 7) to B 8 and wins. 


Norges AND CLIPPINGS. 


It was announced some time ago that the Hast- 
ings and St. Leonards Chess Club had offered to 


guarantee £300 for a match either between Pills. 


bury and Lasker, or between Pillsbury aud Stein- 


itz. It ts now reported that, with the avowed 


object of stopping too many challenges, Lasker 
has suggested that, in the event of the arvange- 
ment of a match betwen him and Pillsbury for 
the chess championship of the world, the stake 


shall be 2,600 dollars a-side. 

In sport, says Pillsbury, “ there is nothing nobler 
or more intellectual than chess. It calls out 
qualities of character, of the heart as well as the 
head. 
taught in the schools, 
tion of thought upon a given subject as no other 
study I know of. In England its value as an 
educatfonal influence for women is beginning to 
be understood; and I hope the day will soon come 
when American women will stayd abreast of their 
English sisters in chess skill.” 

From a translation of an article it the Frankfort 
General Anseiger, made for the New Orleans 
Times-Democrat by Mr. H. Ernst, we learn that 
in the opinion of Tarrasch, Lasker proved at the 
Hastings Congress for the first time that he is a 
very strong player—all his previous pe: formances 
having bean “ magnified beyond treason’ by 
means of an unprecedented system of advertising, 

In his speech at the Brooklyn Chess Club ban- 
quet Mr. Pillsbury said that we American would 
admit that the intellect of other nations is keener 
or more developed than that of his own, ‘ Chess 
is more than a mere game. It is a contest for a 
mastery between two intellects,” in which the 
stronger must prevail. He did not regard his 
success at Hastings at all in the light of a per- 
sonal matter. He took it simply as a preof that 
in Chess America could : aise up native Americans 
equal—if not superior— to the best foreign talent. 

A few weeks ago the Novoe Vremya, of St. 
Petersburg, referred to a rumour as being in cir- 
culation that money was used to buy from Guns. 
berg the game by winning which Pillsbury secured 
the first prize at the Hastings Congress. The 
paragraph appeared during the time at which 
Tschigorin, the chess editor of the journal, was 
absent from St. Petersburg. When he returned 
to Russia he was prompt in disavowing the mean 
insinuation. He said that, personally, he had 
placed no credence in the rumour, and he explains 
ed that when the paragraph was published the 
position of chess editor of the Novoe Vremya was 
temporarily occupied by an acting substitute. 

In referring to the indignation felt by the other 
competitors at the Hastings Congress with Von 
Bardeleben because of the singular way in which 
he surrendered lost games, Tarrasch says that he 
followed the advice given in a German chess 
couplet which may be freely translated as 
follows :— 

** If altogether hopeless be the game you play, 

’Tis time to run away and stay away.” 

Von Bardeleben ‘simply vanished, and left the 
committee to declare the game lost by time limit, 
Thereby he acquired the merit of adding one 
more to the many analogies between chess and 
war—the flight hefore the enemy.” 

The Westminster Gasette quotes fiom the Débats 
aceally delightful story of the Pope as a chess 
player. It appeats that Leo XIII. is a great 
player, and his favourite opponeut is Father Guila, 
with witem he used to play when he was Cardinal 
Pecci. Wheuhe became Pontiff, te summoned 
Father Guila from Florence, and gave him rooms 
in the Vatican. Father Guila is said to be a 
master of the game, but to have a very violent 
temper, and sometimes during play he bursts out 
into an ungovernable fitof rage. When this hap- 
pens, the Pope immediately interrupts the battle; 
aud delivers a little homily on the virtues.of Chris- 
‘Man resignation and self-control. “That is a 
























uare Black threatens to 
institute an attack by R to R 8 and Q to R 4, threatening 


K to Kt 2: 26. R takes Kt 
; Black, how- 
ever, may have misjudged the position in attempting to 


I have often wondered why chess is not 
It brings about concentra- 


really charming picture of the two old friends,” 
adds the Spectator. It may be inferred that the 
outbursts occur when Father Guila blunders. At 
such atime it is great relief to open the safely 
valve, even at the expense of being scolded by an 
opponent to whom the mistake gives the game. 

Another anecdote, told by the Prince of Ming- 
relia is that in the latter part of last century, when 
Joseph If. of Austria was in Paris, he used to go 
incognito to play chess at the Calé de la Régence. 
One day, having lost a game, he demanded his 
revenge. His adversary teplied:—‘ 1 cannot 
play; Tam on the point of setting out for the 
theatre to see the Emperor.” “Are you going 
solely to see the Eusperor P” * Yes, certainly.” 
‘Well, he is but a man fashioned like otler men.” 
‘“Heisan emperor, and I intend to see him.” 
“Well, then, since you are determined to see the 
Emperor, you must not refuse me my revenge, 
Joseph IL. is the person who now speaks to you; 
and [ shall not go to the theatee till after the 
game.” 


Dr. Tarcrasch says that Marco’s performance 
at the Hastings Congress affords evidence as to 
how “exterior influences nay prevent the applica- 
tion of chess strength.” Previously te had dis- 
tinguished himself in every tourney in which he 
had taken part, and but a little while ago he was 
the winner of the first prize in a tourney at the 
Vienna Chess Club, in which Englisch, Schlechter, 
and Weiss were amoung the competitors. Why, 
then, did he play so poorly at Hastings? The 
following is the explanation as given by himself ; 
—" Att o'clock play began, at 12 0’ctock [ dined. 
After dinuer I was, approximately, in the state of 
a satiated hoa constrictor, Under such condi- 
tions how was it possible for one to ploy? ” 


—_—- SS 


———_— 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
--—— ——~>___—_——- 
ARRIVALS. 


Formosa, British steamer, 2,616, E. P. Baishop, 
20th March,——London via potts, General.—P. 
& O. S.N. Co. 

Ocean Belle, British schooner, 82, A. B. Whidden, 
20th March,—Victoria, B.C., 28th December, 
Sealing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 21st 
March,—Hougkong vid ports, 13th March, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, J. R. Crawford, 
21st Mareb,—Victoria, B.C., 1st March, Mails 
and General.—Dodweil, Carlill & Co. 


Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, R.N.R,, | 
2tst March,—San Fiancisco 5th March, Mails: 


and General.—O, & O.S.S. Co. 
Petrel (6), U.S. gunboat, Captain Emory, 2and 
March,—Napasaki, vid Kobe 19th March. 
Strathleven, British steamer, 1,588, Moar, 22nd 
March,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and Gene- 
ral.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 


St. Lawrence, American schooner, 39, Todd, 24th 


March, —Seattle 8th January, Sealing Gear.— 
T. M. Laffin. 


Priam, British steamer, 1,802, Jackson, asth 


March,—London vid ports, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Salvadova, Spanish steamer, 978, Ramon, sth 
March,—Manila, Sugar.—Browne & Co. 

Carmarthenshire, British steamer, 1,775, Sincock, 
26th March,—Londow vid ports, Getreral.— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, 27th March,—Hongkong vid ports, 18th 
March, Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific 
Railway Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Dorothea Rickmers, German steamer, 2,460, Pape, 
20th March,—Antwerp and Hamburg viA ports, 
Geueral,—Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
2ist March,—Hoogkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—H. Ahrens & Co., Nachf. 

Buvealis, British schooner, 37, Washberg, 2ist 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Captain, 

Glenorchy, British steamer, 1,822, Sommer, 21st 
March,—Hongkong vid Moji, GeneratJar- 
dine, Matheson & Co. 

Keemun, British steamer, 1,985, Geo. L. Castle, 
2tst Match,—fLondon vid ports, General.—W. 
M. Strachan & Co. 

Charmer, American ship, 1,776, Holmes, 22nd 
March,—New York vid Kobe, Ore and General. 
—Standard Oil Co. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, 2and March,—-Hongkong vid Nagasaki, 
Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co.. 


Salaste, French steamer, 4,016, Chevalier, 2and 


March,—Shanghai vid Kobe, Mails and Gene. 
ral.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

















Fortuna, 


Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hens 


derson, 23rd March,—Kobe. 

Umbrina, British schooner, 98, Campbell, 23rd 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. M. 
Laffin. 


Otto, British schooner, 86, McLeod, 23:d March, 


—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. M. Laffin. 


Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, R.N.R., 


24th March,-Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails 
and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Biitish schooner, 97, O'Leary, 24th 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. M. 
Laffin. 


Strathleven, British steamer, 1,588, Moar, 24th 


March,—Victoria, B.C., and Tacoma, Wash., 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Aglaia, German steamer, 1,666, Madsen, 24th 
March,—Hamburg vid ports, General.—Simon, 
Evers & Co. 


Dardanus, British steamer, 2,507, Gregory, 24th 


March,—London vid ports, General,—Butter- 
field & Swire. 


Sadie Turpel, British schooner, 56, A. Crane, 24th 


March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T. M. 
La ffin. 

Strathlyon, British steamer, 1,511, Phillip, 24th 
March,—New York, General.—Dodwell, Carlill 
& Co. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, W. 
Crichton, 24th March,—Shanghai vid posts, 
Mails aud Genéral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
W. J. Russell, 25th March,—San Francisco, 
Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Formosa, British steamer, 2,616, E. P. Bishop, 
25th March,—-London vid ports, General.—P. 
& O.S.N. Co. 

Agnes MacDonald, British schooner, 107, M. Cut- 
ler, 26h March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear. 
—T. M. Laffin, 

Triumph, British schooner, 98, C. N. Cox, 26th 
March, —North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Captain 
J. G. Cox. 

Soracht Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,208, Hayashi, 
aA March, — Mororan, Ballast. ~ Tanaka 

hoten. 





——— 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 


Per British steamer Ancona, from Hongkong 
vid ports:—Ladies Nesta and Eva Fitzgerald, 
Rev. and Mrs. Campbell, Mr. and Mrs. Robertson, 
Dr. and Mrs. Novikoff, Misses Schwann (2), Miss 
Douglas, Mrs. Tocque, child, and amah, Messrs. 
A. E. Smith, E.R.A., Porch, Baird, Gowthorpe, 
Lestier and servant, C. J. Whitney, Leu Chen 
Yuen, and H. Hunter in cabin; 3 passengers on 
deck, 

Per British steamer Zacoma, from Victoria, 
B.C.:—Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Bagnall, Mr. M. 
Kogi, and Miss E. Bjorklam in cabin; 16 passen- 
gers in steerage. 

Per British steamer Doric, from San Francisco: 
—Rev. Geo. Braithwaite and valet, Mr. E. W. 
Richardson, Mrs, Richardson, Mr. J. C. Oswald, 
Mr. Pak Yong Kivu, Mr. Wm. Keeusch, Mr. C. 
P. Low, Mr. Wm. P. Palmer, Mr. J..W. Mac- 
Bride, Mrs. MacBride, Miss Mary MacBride, 
Mr. A. L. Bryer, Mc. Chester tlolcombe, Mr. E. 
R. Smith, Mr. G. Rosenthal, and Mr. James 
Andersonincabin, For Hongkong :—Mr. Neville 
Noakes, Miss Kate Burns, Miss Stella James, 
Mr. Theo, E: Smith, Mr. Isaac H. Cary, Mr. 
Wm. Scheckendieck, Mr. Samuel N. Hoyt, Mr. 
William B, Jones, and Mr. G. Stafford Northcote 
in cabin, 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, from 
Hongkong vid ports teal Pati de 
Solomko, Mr. Rayph, Captain and Mrs. Shipley, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. G. Pierce, Mr. Low Yat Fong, 
Mr. Shaw, Mr. E. B. Webster, Mr. Shute, Mes. 
Johnson, Mr. A. Wobigemuth, Miss Huguenin, 
Mis. Bayliss and maid, Mrs. Amesbury, Dr. 
Motley, Mc. J. R. Morse, Mr. Pow Fang Chew, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. A. Trevor, Mc. C. Hin and child, 
Mr. A. Turner, Major and Mrs. Lloyd, Masters 
Lloyd (2), Mr. Frank Leyburn, Me. A C. Bonar, 
Mrs. J. C. Abell, Miss B. Abell, Mr. [ihes, Mr. B. 
Roth, and Mes. R. Russell and infant in cabin, 
For Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr. J. M. Wood, Miss 
M. Perkins, Mrs. Betl, Rev. V. C. Hart, Baron 
Speck von Sternburg, Mr. P. Bukow, Mr. N. P. 
Brown, Mr. K. Kikuchi, Masters Curtis (2), Miss 
G. Curtis, Miss B. Smith, Mr. Harrison, Lieut.- 
Commander J. P. Merrell, Rev. and Mrs. Lowry, 
Miss Lowry, Miss M. Lowy, Capt. G. B. Apple- 
ton, Rev. F. S. Curtis, and Mrs. Curtis, in cabin; 
14 passengers in 2nd class, and 382 passengers 
in steerage, 

DEPARTED, 


Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong via ports :—Lieut. T. H. James, Mrs. T. H. 


James and family, Miss Ella M. Tuck, Mr, G. 
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Neubert, Mr. W. G. Bayne, Mrs. J. T. Harrison, 
Mr. Roth, and Mr. Th. Meyerdiks fu cabin; 
Messrs. Ferguson, A. Brown, Majima, R. Kusa- 
shi, J. M. Gillam, Berger, K. Shang Zoong, and 
Ng Kain Chan in second class, and 7 Chinese 
and 2children on deck. 

Per French steamer Salaste, for Shanghai vid 
Kobe :—Miss Denten, Mr. Puig, Mr. Frederic 
Burrough, Mr. Alfred Barnes, Captain E. L. 
Zalinski, Mr. and Mss. Chamot, Mr. |. H. Sharp, 
M:. J. Kuhn, Me. J. Eberwein, Miss C. Eberwein, 
Mr. C. Chantre, Mr. Munter, Mr. and Mrs, C. 
W. Ure, Madame Revon, 2 children, and amah, 
Mr. Tsuyuki, Mr. Loo Man, Mr. Harry Houston, 
and Mc. Hatanaka in cabin, 

Per American steamer City of Peking, for 
Hongkong vid Nagasaki:—Mr. K. W. Cumming, 
Mis. H. Seabrook, and Mr. E. J. Bates in cabin, 

Per British steamec Doric, for Hongkong vid 
Nagasaki :—Mr. J. Anderson, Mr. K. Kiyooka, 
Mr. J. C. Oswald, and Mr. E. R. Hunt in cabin. 

Per British steamer Formosa, for London vid 
ports :=—=Miss W. Webb, Captain C. Hendry, and 
Mr. H. Smith in cabin. 





CARGOES. 


Per British steamer Strathleven, for Tacoma, 
Wash., vid Victoria, B.C. :— 


TEA. 


CHICAGO NEW YORE PACIFIC 
CANADA. AND WEST. AND BAST. CAOST. TUTAL, 
Hyogo ....... ~ 714 = 35 739 
Yokohama ... _ 402 — 5 407 
Hongkong..... = _ _ 60 60 
Total ...... — 9,916 _ go 1,206 


Per American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
for San Francisco :— 
THA. 
san NEW 8T. MON- OTHER 
eH ANCIBCO, VORKSCHICAGO, LOUIS. TREALCITIRSSTUTAL, 


Yokohama. 64 ~_ - - _ _ 64 
Votal ... 64 = — ~ - - 64 
StuK. 
aAN “Bw 

*HANCIBCHO, TORE, BARTFORD., tuocan, 

Vokohama ......... atm 42 -_ 33 
SRE eee eee setae RATE 

Total — 32 —_ 32 








LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
a en 


IMPORTS. 


More doing i» Grey Yarns aud Grey Cloth. 
Yarns—Plain (Singles and the fuller counts of 
Doubles) meeting with some enquiry, and a fair 
amount of business has been done at quotations. 
The five counts in Doubles, both Plain and Gass- 
ed, remain quiet and nominal, Fancy Cottons and 
Woollens generally are dull: but Grey Shirctings 
have sold well—large quantities of glb. meeting 
with ceady sale in “ futures "—while something 
has also been done in Spb. and T-Cloths. 


COTTON PRECIO GOOtsS. 

PaR Viace. 
Uisoy Shietings—84 mh, 38) yds. syinches $2.40 to 2.80 
Grey Shirtings—olh, 38) yds. gsinches 2.70 to 3.25 
I. Cloth—=-70h, a4 yards, g2inches ...... 1.79 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—s2 yards, q4inches,. §.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted,24 yards, yoinches,. 200 to 3.7§ 

Cotton—Jtalians and Satteens Black, PRM YARD. 
92 Unchies ... ..cccc sce ceesceereceeseeeee eee 0.96 (0 0.22 

ear viece, 
Velvetsa—Hlack, 35 yards, azinches ... 8.co0 to 0,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, ga-3inches,. 0.75 to 0.90 

TurkeyReds—z.o to 2.41, 24/25 yards, 

JOUNCHES ...... ccc cee cecee cessor esecenees 8-60 C0 1.75 
Tuckey Reds—2.8 to 3b, 24/25 yards, < 

90 TACHES o...cc see cesceecseseeceerereeetee  §- BS tO 9,00 é 
‘Tuckey Redo 3,8 to 4ib, 24/35 yards, # 

32 INCHES ...cccccecesccersecerceresreeesee 2635 tO 2.65 . 
Vurkey Reds—4.8 to 51, 24/25 yards, 

32 LACHES ... ..cccecee cee ccctscees seseeee BQOCO §.30. 

WOOLLKNS. ven YARD, 
Hf ammed noc. cee ccc cesses cee cecteceeeces eossece $O.4O tu 0.478 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 3a inches hest 0.35 to 0.48 
Italian Cloth, go yards, 32 inches 

Medium ‘seeds esedavsboctecsisarcnn” 0 90. 00 O.9ah 
italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches ° 

Common wiciccccececccsene cee cesceseeecee 0.98 (0 0,978 
Mouwsseline de f.aine—Crape, 2¢ yards, 

G0 Fmchew... cee cee eee teens O05 te vad 
Cloths—Pilotn, 5) @ SS iaches ........ 0.95 (00.50 
Cloths—Proenidents, 54 @ S6inches ... 0.60 to 0.65 
ClothsUnion, 54 1 55 inches......... 9.40 '© 070 
Hlanketa—Scaztet aad (irear, 3 to 5th, 

DOE Wise crsctenctiens ctsasccapiacatscncces OF 100.95 

CADE EGMTE YARRA, PSR FICUL. 

dua. 16 34, Singles ..........06.. ceeceeene $97-00 tO 38.00 
Nos. 28/32, Simgles .......6...... eee g@.00 tO 41.00 
Nos. 38/42, Singles ........cc cee GGe§0 tO 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles wie. ees = 44-00 CO 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ........cce eee 472OtQ 48.90 
MON 6 8/60, PIAIG vii ses sen ces cecsevzcassenavens 

Meet 2/80, ye ot eerie ete eee tos ees pee ane 

08. 2/100, PHA oo. cc..ce cee see coe ae nee ° 

Nos. 2/60, Gassed 0.0.0.0... cscee cee Nominal. 

Nos, a/fio, Gassed...sssccccee cc ces sees 

Nos. 2/400, Gassed 000 bee cae ces cee pes eee ve 


‘buyers there. 


MICTALS., 


Market dull and quotations weak. Buyers are 
fully oceupied in taking delivery of former con- 
tracts, and they seem to be loaded up with stocks, 
so there is no very bright outlook here at the 
moment. On the other hand, prices en the home 
side continue to advance, still hofders would like 
to be moving something. American Nails still 
interfere with the good old German make. 

PRN PICUL, 


Chat ase, 9 iatcle... ccc... ccc ccc ccc cee cer eee eee $3.20 lo 3.2§ 
Plat Bare, bimcl... cc cesssceeseeseeeee 3-29 O 3.90 
Round and square upto Pinel oo... 3.20 to 3.30 
Iron Plates, assorted w.... cc csseeseeere 3640 (0 3.50 
Sheet rom sicesesssceecssssecssesesseeeress 4,00 LO 4.70 
Galvanized Irom sheets .............5068 9.00 tO 9.50 
Wire Nails, ansorted .....cssseseueee,  §-§0 tO 5,60 
Vin Plates, per Dox woe. seeeesseeee 5-30 £0 §-40 
Piy lean, No. ........ 1.60 to 1.65 


KIKROSINE. 

At last the turn has come. Buyers were forced 
into the market to replenish their depleted stocks ; 
and holders have the upper hand once more. 
Prices up, as per quotations given below. 

AMEFICAM oo. sce see cee cse ces cas cee seeceesse cas $2608 (0 8.80 

RUSSIAN ieee cee ccccse cence ces ctetecescectesere 2.10 C0 2055 

RMB VAG Ga sscciinss sieves vsiSanani sensi adhe cdesnices ~ 

SUGAR. 

Better trade all round. BrowneeSales exceed 
atvivals and the stock is much reduced. Prices 
up accordingly. White—Holders strong, and al- 
though buyers do not operate freely they have to 
pay an advance for what they do tale. 


POR PicutL, 
Brown Vakao oc. ce csenee ce ceeeeeees $4egs CO 4.55 
Brown Manila 0.2... ccc ceceeeesecseseeess  GeQO tO 5.20 
Brown Daitong (New) ......... cesses 3-90 £0 3.95 
Brown Canton .........ccceeeseeesetessees 3-80 C0 4.90 
White Java and Penang .................. 6.70 to 6.80 
White Wetined .. 2.0. ccc cee cee ceees 6.35 to 9.40 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


Prices down all along the line: but shippers 
are wary. There is a little enquiry for Europe at 
quotations: and the American market appears 
to be dormant; low prices here do not tempt 
Stock here is now said to be down 
to 14,000 piculs, but there is plesty more Silk at 
hand if demand should arise. 

QUOTATIONS. —(NEW 6T5XK.) 
Filatures—Ixtra g/tt, 10/52 den,...Nom. $750 to 760 
Filatures—Extra 14/15, 14/16 den...Nom. —_ 
Filaturas—No. 8, to/ty denieta.........000.0 740 tO 750 
Filatures—No. 2, 14/15, 14/16 den.......4. 680 to 690 
Filatures—No. 14, 0/14 deniers ............ 680 to 700 
Filaturos—No. 1§, 13/94, sa/s7den. ...... 6490 to 650 
Filatures——No. 2, 10/1§ dattiaeb.......sseue 640 tO 650 
Filatures—No. 2, 14/18 deniers.............. 680 to 630 
Re-reelsa—No. 1, 63/15, 84/16 den....Nom. 650 to 660 
Re-reels—=No. 1), 19/16, t4/t7 deniere...... 630 to 640 
Re-reels—No. 2, 64/18 deniers ...... Nom. 610 to 620 
Re-reels—-No,. a4, 14/18 deniers ... Nom, §90 to 600 
Re-reels—-No. 5, 14/20 deniers...... Nom. 560 to 570 
Kakedas—Extéa oo... .cc cee cceceeceeee Nom. 
Kakedas—No. 0 .c...ecccscesesseeseeeee Nome 680 
Kakedas—No. t4....0..- cscs, Nom. 650 to 660 
Raleedas—NO. 2 wesc cccccseccsscessee ves seeees 630 £0 640 
Kamedas—NoO. Bh......cscccescessssecsens seseees 620 tO 625 

WASTE SILK. 

Market continues active with unchanged prices. 
Stock is reduced to 10,000 piculs and buyers come 
plain that the assortment is poor, some of the de. 
sirable grades not being forthcoming at their 
request. 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 
Noshi—Filature, Best o.oo... ccc cee cee cee 2 GLOSS 
NoshimFilature, Good ...........0....c0 senses 100 
Noshi—Oshu, Homt.c........ccccs ccc cosececseese 320 
Noshi—Oshu, Goad .cccsccccccecsersseer eee 105 
Noshi—Oshu, Medians 0... ..cccecsecseessese 200 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best .......0. .. ccc cce eee ees 
Noshi—Shinshir, Good wc ..c.c. cece ce cee ces 
Noshi—Bushu, Bast .............cc000 cee eee eee 
NoshimBushu, God ooo. cee cee cee cce ene coe 
Noshi—Bushu, Meditnn..........0.scccescoecee 
Noshim—Joshit, Good 00, 01. ccc cee ces cee cee cee oes 
Noshim—Joshwe, Fate oo... cc ccc cee cccses cee ees 
Kiliao—Filatiure, Bost .....cccecsc cesses ceases 
Kihiso—Filature, Seconds ............ 00.008 


TEA. 
Old season practically finished; yet Chinese 
continue to operate on a small scale at irregular 


prices. Nothing very decided yet as to prospects 
of the New Crop. 


BISSET & URB’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokehama, March asth, 
A wire from Hongkong quotes the following :— 
Hi. & S. Banks 189 per cent. premium Buyers; 
Hongkong Lands $71.50 Buyers; China Fires $1 
Buyers; H. & W. Docks 170 per cent. premium 
Buyers ; H. & K. Wharfs $47.50 Sellers; Doug 
lasaes $52 Sollevs; Siaammboats $33 Sales; Pum- 
jows $7.50 Sellers; Raubs $4 Sales: Balmorals 
Sates; Nationa Banks $37 Buyers; Iudo- 
Chinas $70 Sales; Straits $26.25 Sellers; Unions 
$205 Sales; Traders $79 Sellers; Fenwicks $23.50 
Buyers ex the dividend of 10 per cent, 
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H. & S. Banks might be had at 195 per cent. 
premium for delivery in May. 

Business has been done between this and Hong- 
kong in H.C. & M. Steamboats at $34 for May 
delivery; China Mutual Ordinary £5 paid up at 
$3 for cash; H. & K. Wharfs at $47.50. 

It is rumoured in Hongkong that Douglas 
Steamship Co. willnot declare any interim dividend, 

Local stocks remain unchanged. 

March 26th. 

A wire from Hongkong to-day quotes Sellers of 
Hongkong Lands at $73.50 and of Indo-Chinas at 
$68.50, the former being a rise, whereas the latter 
is a decline on yesterday’s quotation of $70 Buyers. 
Sales of Fenwicks are also reported at $23.50. 


H. & K. Wharfs cau be bad locally at $48, 
being a trifle cheaper than the present selling rate 
in Hongkong. Lands are wanted locally for for- 
ward delivery and Indo-Chinas might be had for 
15th May delivery. 

Mail: advices from Shanghai dated the 2oth inst. 
report that the share market is much firmer, rates 
in many cases having hardened. Indo-Chinas 
have risen from Tls. 47.50 to Tis. 48.25; Yangtszes 
$132 to $140; S. & H. Wharfs Tis. 112.50 cum to 


‘| Tis. 115 ex dividend ; Shanghai Tugs Tis. 175 to 


Ts. 180; Peraks Tls. 40 to Tis. 42; Luzons $70 
to $72 ; Ewo Cottons Tis. 65 to Tis. 72.50; Shang- 
hai Waterworks Tis. 205 cum to Tis. 200 ex 
dividend; and Hall and Holtzs $32 to $35. 

Forward clearances consist of H. & S. Banks at 
195 per cent., 193.50 per cent., and 190 per cent. 
for the end of this month, 196.50 per cent. and 
191 per cent. for April; and 195 per cent. for 
June ; Indo-Chinas’ Tis. 48 and 49 for both March 
and April; Ts. 48.50/50 for June and Tis. 50.g0 
for July; Yangtszes at $135 for March and 
$135/137.50 for April; Straits at $29.50/31.50 for 
May; S. & H. Wharfs at Tis. 115-50 for March 
and Tis. 117.50 for June; China Sugars at $125 
for June; Lankats at Tls. 325 for April; and Hall 
and Holtzs at $33/36 for March. 

Local Stocks remain unchanged. 


March 27th. 

Mail advices from China bear dates of the 17th 
and 20th instant, from which we extract the fol- 
lowing. 

The low rate prevailing in the London Stock 
Exchange for H. & S. Banks, which have been 
for some time quoted at £41.10, coupled with 
rumeucs of the unsettled state of politics in 
European circles, impedes the rise which other- 
wise this leading stock would experience, in 
consequence of the successful settlement of the 
Loan to the Chinese Government. The mare 
ket, however, is very steadily governed and 
shares are very firmly held. A_ satisfactory 
solution of political complications must enhance 
the value of these shares considarably. 

The following advances in prices have to be 
noted :—Hongkong Fires from §315 to $318; 
China Fires $92.50 to $93; Unions $200 to 202.50, 
Traders $78.50 to $80; Cantons $190 to $200; 
YVangtszes $132 to $140; Indo-Chinas $63.50 to 
$65; Punjoms $6.75 to $7; Balmorals $1.70 to 
$1.80; Raubs $4.25 to $4.30; H. & W. Docks 
166 per cent. to 173 per cent. premium; Kowloon 
Lands $16.75 to $17.50; Hongkong Hotels $23.50 
to $18; Hongkong Ropes $190 to $195; Fenwicks 
$25 10 $26; Hongkong Ices $100 to $ror; 
and Tramways $87.50 to $92.50. The only 
decline is in Dairy Farms at $2, at which rate 
shares are on demand. 

Time transactions consist of H. & S. Banks at 
174 per cent: prem. for 31st March and at 178 per 
cent. for Saag, athe ; 

Wanchai Warehouses have been purchased 
locally from the Colony to-day for cash at $39. 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange has fluctuated slightly almost daily, 
and rates close pretty much as those of a week ago. 
Sterling——-Bank T.T.  ,..cccccocsccsccee 2/239 

Bills on demand..,... 2/3¢ 

4 months’ sight ...... 2/2¢¢ 
Private 4 months’ sight...... 2/3 

6 months’ sight...... 2/3> 
On Paris—Bank sight ...........2.00 2.79@80 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ,.. 2.84 
On Hongkong—Bank sight... 3°/, p. @ par. 
Private rodays’sight. $°/, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ......... 714@73 
Private 10 days’ sight. 722@73 
On India—Bank sight ......ss0ssseseeee 183 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 185% 
On America—Bank Billson demand... 54@% 
Private 4 months’ sight 56} 
On Germany—Bank sight .......0000.2.836@$ 
Private 4 months’ sight,..3.30 
Bar Silver (London) 000 one 208 000 200 008 O00 313 
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ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. 
CAUTION! 


Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON wam 
their customers against the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 
nasty, and from a hygienic point of view 
their use is to be strongly deprecated. 


ATKINSON'S “NATURAL” PERFUMES 


are made from flowers, and possess all their 
natural fresh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
passed either in delicacy or stren 


ATKINSON'S “WHITE ROSE.” 
‘A charming Scent.” —H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 


J. & E ATKINSON, 24, Old E Bond Street, London. 


Mattinenn i & Grant, 
s3, Wathrook, 


London, England. 











Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 


Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


pene suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 

Sir Samuart Barner, in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,”” says—‘'I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I wasa Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In! 
short time I had many a/c to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Coopsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 18471, says—‘' I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothin, 
could exceed their gratitude; and,in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became 80 great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘‘stock,”’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
pan May tat, Be ccna Sana 


THE PROCEEDINGS 


O¥ THE 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIET 


IN Boox Form. 


HE ‘‘ Proceedings” include EPITOMISED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of 
the Government, and the Legislauve Work of 


the Session, 
PRICE Si 
To be obtained at the Office of the Fapan 
Mail, No. 51, Main Street. 


Digitized by Cox gle 





MILKMAI]) 


CONDENSED MILK 


The ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
contain all the cream of the original milk. 
37 in the process of manufacture nothing but 
7 water is removed, nothing but the best 
aii refined sugar added. 
| Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
w@the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 











|} The Physician’s Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 
|, Gout and Gravel; the 
Z| safestand most gentle 
J ance ', ; "ae, Medicine for Infants, 
whe ‘Waiverent war for y ee the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ales, and the Sic 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 








PR aT a BIAS Sold Throughout the World 
___N.B.-ASK FOR D) FOR DINNEFORD’S _MAGNESIA, _ 


A sollinaris 


“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 








“Incomparable in Popularity as 
in Purity.”—BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREINILD & SWIRE, 


YOKOHAMA. 






And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
* MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOGK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fencharch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application 1 to Office of this Paper. 
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and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
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all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER. 
and Cheques be made payableto same: and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EDITOR. 








YoKouaMA: SATURDAY, APRIL 4TH, 1896. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 








Smau-Pox is said to be increasing in Tokyo. 


Oxrorp for the 30th time has won the Univer- 
sity Boat-race. 





Frve hundred and fifty Japanese emigrants left 
Yokohama for Hawaii by the Gaelic. 


Ear Spencer is to be the guest of the British 
Minister during his stay in the capital. 


‘CHE troubles of the silk-brokers and middiemen 
in Yokohama still remain in an acute stage. 


IT is stated that Lieut.-General Viscount Taka- 
shima will be appointed Minister of the 









Colonies, and Baron Jto, Chief Secretary of the 
Cabinet, Minister of Home Affairs. 


OwInG to the rising of the Matabeles, the Rt. 
Hon. Cecil Rhodes is hastening to Buluwayo. 


INFLUENZA is at present very prevalent among 
the foreign residents of Tokyo and Yokohama. 


A Russian Volunteer ship called at Nagasaki on 
the 26th March with 2,500 soldiers from Odessa. 





Mr. Watanabe FuxusaBuro, President of the 
Yokohama Silk Merchants Bank, has resigned. 


Baron Hayashi is spoken of as the probable 
successor of Viscount Mutsu at the Foreign 
Office. —_——_—_ 

Tanata Station, between Uyeno and Oji on the 
Japan Railway Co.’s line, was opened on April 
Ist. —_—__ 

Marguts Iro resumed his official duties on the 
Ist inst., the time of his mourning for his father 
having expired. : 


Messrs. Apacu1 Mororaro and Imanishi Nao- 
jiro have been appointed to the Yokohama Silk 
Inspection Office. 


Tue Kobe Cricket Club have changed their 
colours from black and red, to dark blue, 
chocolate, and orange. 


Mr. Saxural HEIKICHI, an inventor of smoke- 
less powder, will establish a factory at Hosokawa- 
mura District, Osaka. 


IMPERIAL Ordinances have been issued stating 
that import duties on cotton and wool are abo- 
lished from the rst inst. 


Tue membership of the Yokohama General 
Chamber of Commerce is now 61, and the 
balance in hand is over $200. 


Ir is said that Captain Hashimoto will be 
appointed to the Suma, which will shortly be 
completed at Yokosuka. 


Tue Minister of Finance sanctioned, on the 
26th March, the addition by the Yokohama 
Specie Bank of yen 6,000,000 to its capital. 


A rosBER broke into the Kure branch of the 
Mitsui Bank on the 26th inst., and after intimi- 
dating the men on guard made off with yen 


20,338. 


YoKoHAMA cannot find any official or resident 
willing to take the office of mayor, and the elec- 
tion of a new mayor is therefore indefinitely 
postponed. 








THe work of constructing the Shimonoseki- 
Mitojiri section of the Sanyo Railway Co. will 
shortly be commenced. Itis to be completed 
in two years. 


Mr. James WALTER has been réelected Chair- 
man of the Yokohama General Chamber of 
Commerce, with Mr. E. Flint Kilby as Vice- 
Chairman, — 

Tue Second Concert of the Yokohama Choral 
and Philharmonic Societies took place in the 
Public Hall on Wednesday, and was attended 
by fair success. 





THE commission appointed to bring home the 
Fuji from England will leave by the N. Y. K. 
steamer Jsumi Maru. It is expected that the 
Fugé wiil arrive in Japan in February next. 


THE rowing season was duly inangurated on 
Thursday by a procession of boats and some 
scratch races among the members of the Yoko- 
hama Amateur Rowing Club. Mr. Rickett, the 
reliring Captain, was the recipient of a hand- 
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some souvenir upon his approaching departure 
from Japan. —_—— 


Messrs. ASANO Soicuiro, Ozaki Sakuzo, and 
others are promoting the, establishment of a 
kerosene oil godown company in Tokyo, with 
a capital of yen 180,000. 


Tue training ship Kongo will leave about the 
roth inst. for Formosa, Manila, Hongkong, the 
west coast of China, and Vladivostock with 
graduates of the Naval Academy. 


THe mourning of Marquis Ito for his father 
expired on the rst inst., and Count Kuroda, 
Acting Premier, was released from the duties of 
Premier that day. 


‘LHe Diet was formally closed on Sunday. The 
Emperor has presented a set of three silver cups 
to each member of both houses. The members 
of the Privy Council have received sets of gold 
cups. _ 

Pusric Procurator Ozaki! has been ordered to 
conduct the Tokyo iron pipe case, as Public 
Procurator Mori, who formerly had the case in 
hand, is now under arrest on suspicion of bri- 
bery. —_——-— 

Mr. Curzon, speaking in the Honse of Com- 
mons, said that the difficulties with South Africa 
and America still required vigilance and careful 
steering, but the Government were hopeful of 
weathering the storm. 


A CHiInaMAN who came to Yokohama from 
Hongkong on the steamer Gaelsc, died of the 
plague on the 3rst, ult. Stringent precautions 
are being taken to prevent the disease from 
spreading. 
A COLLISION occurred between the Xogane 
Maru, of the Kyoritsu Kisen Kaisha, and the 
Toku Maru, off Okinoshima, Kishu, about 3 
a.m.onthe 26th March. The Zohu Maru sank 
off Takawa, Senshu, but the Kogane Maru 
arrived safely at Kobe the same evening. 





Tue British Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, 
Mr. Curzon, replying to questions in the House 
of Commons, stated that the Government has 
no intention of sending a British Expedition 
to the Soudan in the autumn, nor of asking for 
a vote of credit for the present expedition. 


Tur Import trade is quieter, probably due to 
the Easter holidays, but signs are said to be 
visible of a revival as Spring progresses, and a 
fair all round demand is expected, for all bat 
winter goods. In Yarns and Shirtings there is 
but a quiet market, and Fancy Cottons are not 
in great request. The Metal trade is dull 
after recent operations, buyers seemingly being 
“filled up” for the time ; values are unaltered 
and holders moderately strong. The Kerosene 
market is healthy, and buyers are still taking 
Oil, so low had stock become in the interior; 
but they do not like going on at present prices ; 
holders, however, are pretty firm. In the 
Sugar market a fair demand continues at 
late rates for Brown sorts, while Whites, 
though not in great demand,-are firmly held 
for full figures. The Silk trade is not by any 
means brisk, but a moderate daily trade has 
been done at prices somewhat in favour of 
buyers. Given that most of the present stock 
in Yokohama remains on the market until the 
crops of Europe and Asia can be definitely 
guaged and that the outturn of these be up to the 
average, the turn in prices will—unless the de- 
mand becomes abnormal, of which there is no 
likelitood—be very-much more in bayers’ favour 
than they are at present. Waste Silk unchang- 
ed. Nothing yet reported about the new Tea 
crop. Exchange has only fluctuated very 
slightly during the week, and rates are about 
the same. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
—_—_——___—_ 

The closing of the session has elicited various 
comments. The Wicks Méché highly commends 
the part played by the Diet, about one hundred 
Projects of Law alone having been duly dis- 
cussed and passed. The indefatigable diligence 
that the two Houses of Legislature brought to 
bear on their duties, is the more praiseworthy 
when we remember that although the term 
prescribed by the Constitution for an ordinary 
session is 9O days, the actual number of work- 
ing days in the oth session was 45 for the Upper, 
and 48 for the Lower, House, even if the two 
extra days of prolongation be taken into account. 
The Diet was never so freritful in its labours 
since the date of its inauguration. In the rst 
session, the total number of laws, inclusive of 
the Budget, passed through both Houses was 
less than 10. In the and, none at all passed, 
the Lower House being dissolved soon after it 
met. In the 3rd, some 10 measures were 
successful, and in the 4th, about 20. Dissolu- 

tion again overtook the House in its 5th session, 
after a few Bills had been passed ; and in the 


next the saine fate befell it after some 29 Bills 


had been discussed and voted. The 7th was an 


extraordinary session, during which only a small 


number of Bills were presented. The 8th 
session lasted for the prescribed three months, 


yet only some 30 Bills received the approval of 


both Houses. 


Of course the Opposition papers have many 
disagreeable things to say against the Govern- 
ment and their allies the Liberals, and against 
They are 
all charged by these papers with having servilely 
surrendered to the Government, and cast blind 
votes in favour of all official measures, at the 


the other pro-Government members. 


risk of impairing the real interests of the 
people, and of involving the country in serious 
troubles. These truculent party organs aver 
that sooner or later a day of judgment will dawn, 


when the Government and its blind followers 


will be called to account for their misdeeds. 


The Fiji Shimpo's comments may be taken 
as representing the views of impartial outsiders. 
It observes that the success attending the Go- 
vernment’s measures during the session was 
partly because public opinion, be the reason 
what it may, was favourably disposed towards 


the new laws necessitated by the war, and 
mainly because the Government, having effect- 


ed an ialliance with the Liberals, could thus 
Of course 
the F# finds in so many measures nol a few 


command a majority in the House. 


points that it cannot approve, but compared 
with the dead-lock that previously existed be- 


tween the Executive and and the Legislature, 
the Government’s 


the success that attended 
efforts this session deserves all the applause that 
can be bestowed upon it. The question now to 
be answered is what compensation the Govern- 
ment will give to its friends in the House. 
On this last point the Liberal Organ, the 
Tokyo Shimbun, states that the rumour actively 
circulated so soon after the prorogation of the 
Diet, namely, that the Party would have its re- 
presentatives silting in the Councils of the State, 
seems rather premature. Still, if the relation 
between the Government and the Liberals has 
really become closer after the prorogation than 
it was before, the time may not be far distant 
when that rumour will be realized. The Party 
isnot greedy of political power, but when itsideas 
and aims are shared by the Government, there 
is nO reason whatever why its leaders may not 
have a due share of Administrative posts. 
& 


« ] 

/ The alleged murder of Mr. Akayama Shiro- 
saburo, a clerk of the Nanyo Shokai, on Feb. 
roth, on one of the South Sea Islands, by a 
brother of the chief, affords to the Maétnichi 
and the Xokumin a text for preaching for the 
Government’s benefit, a sermon on what they 
call ‘ expansive foreign policy.” The latter 
aper remarks that anthropologically the Japan- 
se bear a closer resemblance to the Javanese 


‘than to the Chinese, and that therefore the 


' Empire is destined by nature to expand. south- 
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wards. Such expansion, with Formosa as the 
base of operations, will prove an easy task. 
The above murder of a Japanese subject fur- 
nishes an excellent opportunity to advance a 
step towards the realization of that programme. 
Besides demanding a full indemnity for the 
murder from the Spanish Government, to which 
the island belongs, measures should also be 
adopted to secure the life and property of Japa- 
nese residing in the South Sea Islands by im- 
pressing on the minds ofthe Islanders the great- 
ness of Japan. For that purpose nothing would 
e better than to degpatch promptly a war-vessel 
r two to the scene of the incident. One of the 
geressive journals fears, however, that the 
‘ self-effacing foreign policy ” of the Ito Cabinet 
ill shrink from any such strong line of action. 
he Mainiché also avers that unless some 
vigh-handed policy he adopted at this juncture, 
he Japanese now engaged in the South Sea 
trade may be exposed to much danger, and the 
great programme of southern expansion may 
be permanently frustrated. 
+ . . 

The Fifi's idea on the education policy to be 
adopted in Formosa is very much to the point. 
It expresses astonishment that the educational 
Authorities, apprehensive lest the extension to 
Formosa of the ordinary mode of instruction 
pursued in Japan should prove too sudden a 
change, and thereby create various difficulties, 
have decided to maintain, for the present, the 
system of instruction hitherto adopted in the 
island, and to teach the Formosan lads the 
Chinese classics. The chief reason why the 
islanders are so much averse to coming under 
the new regimen is because, being originally 
part and parcel of the Chinese, they share the 
prejudices of that nation ; are arrogant and self- 
conceited, and labour under the fatal delusion 
that China stands head and shoulders above all 
lands in everything excellent. The system of 
education that the Authorities intend to adopt 
in Formosa will help to convince the ignorant 
natives more firmly than ever of the justice of 
their self-sufficiency. They will say that Japan 
is strong in physical power only, and that she 
ranks far below China in point of mental cul- 
ture. Their reasoning will be natural, if the 
works of Chinese philosophers be held by Japan 
in such esteem as to constitute text books for in- 
structing the youth of Formosa. The fact that 
leniency often tends to estrange, rather than to 
conciliale, newly acquired subjects, was signi- 
ficantly proved in the case of Riukiu (Loochoo), 
At first, when the Government adopted a strong 
policy toward the islanders, they rapidly as- 
similated the customs prevalentin Japan. But 
when, subsequently, that high-handed policy 
was moderated, and they were left free to 
pursue their old ways, they began to show a 
reaction even to the extent of emigrating in 
large numbers to China. The Formosans 
are far more untractable and stout-hearted 
than the inhabitants of the little Riukiu 
group, and therefore if, at this important 
stage, any fallacious policy be adopted, grave 
consequences will assuredly ensue. In point 
of fact, the attitude of public sentiment in For- 
mosa being still unsettled, things must be man- 
aged in conformity with the spirit of coercion. 


* 
* * 


The Mainichi conveys a warning to the busi- 
ness world. It alleges that signs of a panic are 
observable. Such a sign is the depression in 
the silk market, where about 30,000 bales idly 
await purchasers in Yokohama. Supposing 
one bale to be worth 700 yen, the accumulation 
of so much stock means that the large sum above 
20 million yen is withdrawn from circulation. 
Another ominous phenomena is the constant ex- 
cess of imports over exports since the beginning of 
the year. In January the excess reached as much 
as 6} millions, but it fell to less than 14 millions 
in February. The balance of trade for March 
is not yet known, but, judging from the state of 
affairs, the excess must have amounted to at 
least 2 to 3 millions. In other words, in the 
short space of only three months, the balance 
of trade was against this country by as much as 
10 million yen. That fact is not due to an actual 
diminution of exports (as compared with for- 


Google 


fApril 4, 1896. 


mer years), but to the influence of special cir- 
cumstances in the matter of imports. The 
purchasing power of the country is consider- 
ably augmented, chiefly because of the issue of 
convertible notes over and above the ordinary 
limit. As the case stands, the prospects of 
the foreign trade are decidedly gloomy, 
for if things continue in their present groove, the 
country will be depleted of specie. The great 
activity of industrial and other undertakings 
also deserves attention in thiscontext. Indeed, 
so excessive is the spirit of enterprise that 
numerous companies have either been expand- 
ed or newly created since Jast year, involving 
the investment af above 4co million yer in all. 
Supposing that these companics cail up even 
one-third of their subscriptions, and supposing 
that a considerable part of these payments be 
fixed in the shape of machines, ‘railways, and 
so forth, the specie drained from the country 
must reach an enormous figure. Lastly, the 
increase of the people's burdens by as much as 
40 per cent. is another cause of trouble in the 
matket. Some plausibly observe that the 
Government’s various undestakings, military, 
industrial, and so forth, by diffusing money 
through the country will serve to counterbalance 
the factors above enumerated. The Mainichi 
replies that, even should those undertakings be 
potent as a check, they can not come in time 
to save the market from the panic that is ap- 
parently imminent. 


The Government Bill relating to the force 
of Administrative Ordera in Formosa, which, 
with the approval of the Diet, has been duly 
enacted into Law, is the theme of ar interest: 
ing discussion between the Opposition papers 
and the Vichi Nicht. The Mainichi and the 
Nippon write strongly against the Law, which, 
they contend, is calculated to set av naught the: 
sacred provisions of the Imperial Constitution. 
‘Fhe former of the two journals observes that the 
power vested in the Governor-General of For- 
mosa by the law, a power subject to no restraint 
except the necessity of obtaining Imperial Sane- 
tion, is of such extent that a parallel to it can 
not be found even among the Prerogatives of 
the Emperor. It is true that the condi- 
tions existing in Formosa are widely dif- 
ferent from those in Japan proper, and that 
the two can not be placed under the same 
laws. Still, it is wo less true. that with the ex- 
ception of such an extraordinary event as the: 
outbreak of an insarrection, no occasion should 
arise necessitating the issue of a Governor- 
General's Order having the force of law. Yet the 
new enactment, while empowering him to issue 
such extraordinary orders, imposes no condi- 
tions as to occasion orcase. Thatis more than 
unconstitutional; it is a proceeding that tram- 
ples upon the provisions of the Constitution. If, 
because of the special circumstances existing 
in Formosa, there is a necessity, as everybody 
must admit, to enforce special rules, why not 
require the Governor-General to seek the sub- 
sequent approval of the Diet for.any urgent 
measures enacted by him in the territory under 
his charge? The Law, as framed by the Go- 
vernment, places Formosa entirely beyond the 
pale of the Diet’s authority. Nor can it be 
claimed that the procedure adopted by the 
Government in submitting the Bill to the Diet, 
showed any semblance of consideration for tbe 
latter. On the 24th ull., when the Special 
Committee had concluded its examination of 
the Bill and was about to make its report to the 
House, the Government suddenly withdrew the 
measure, only to re-introduce it the very next 
day, appending a request that it should be dis- 
cussed as a matter of argency. No method 
could have been more inconsiderate towards 
the Diet. re 


The Wippors, writing on the same subject in 
a similar strain, asks why, if circumstances 
exist in Formosa that do not permit the enforce- 
ment of laws in strict conformity with the pro- 
visions of the Imperial Constitution, the Go- 
vernment did not first proceed to effect the 
necessary alterations of the Constitution, before 
introducing such an extraordinary Bill; and why, 
for that purpose, did it not place the mtatter be- 
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fore the Diet at the commencement of the 
session, instead of asking for the Legislature's 
approval as a matter of urgency on the eve of 


the session’s close, _ 


The Nicht Nichi defends the procedure of 
the Government. It devotes three articles in 
succession (o the subject. The first emphasises 
the point that the Constitution, containing no 
provisions whatsoever as to newly acquired 
dominons, can not apply to the present case. 
Such is also the fact with regard to European 
Constitutions, as numerous precedents show. 
Under the circumstances, it is only natural that 
with regard to several points distinctly set forth 
in the Constitution, as for example, the ob- 
ligation to pay taxes, the liberty of abode and 
ot changing the same, and so forth, no course 
is open in the case of Formosa except to 
specially enact provisions independently of the 
Constitution, Those that find fault with the 
Law in question, while admitting the impossi- 
bility of placing Formosa under the Constitution, 
betray a singular lack of practicality and con- 
sistency. They labour under such gross mis- 
conceptions because they erroneously think 
that the Law has invested the Executive with 
special legislative powers independently of the 
Constitution. Now the competence that the 
new Law confers on the Governor-General is 
entirely distinct in nature from the Imperial 
Prerogative set forth in Art. VIII. of the Con- 
stitution. The latter consists in the issue of Im- 
perial Ordinances of urgent necessity, for main- 
taining publicsafety or to avert publiccalamities, 
and is chiefly preventive in operative character, 
whereas the former applies also and mainly to 
functions of distinctly positive character, namely, 
measures tending to promote public benefit. It 
is perfectly legitimate thatan order, issued under 
the contemplated circumstances in virtue of 
authority specially delegated by law, should 
have the same validity as the law itself. Any 
agreement that calls in question the validity of 
such an Order mustin the same way call in 
question the validity of the Law. The Con- 
stitution must be considered sacred and in- 
violable, as far as possible, for instead of being 
so limited in its application as to call for 
amendment under any change of circumstances, 
it is a perfect and comprehensive body of laws. 
The present special enactment for Formosa 
may, for instance, be considered an outcome of 
the legislative power mentioned in Art. V. of 
the Constitution. Any writer that maintains 
the necessity of altering the sacro-sanct national 
charter for the sake of a case like that of For- 
mosa, must be denounced as criminal towards 
the Constitution. 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 








FUNBRAIL OF MR. SCHMACKER. 


On Saturday morning the remains of the late 
Mr. Bernhardt Schmacker, who died of cancer 
of the liver at the German Hospital on Thurs- 
day morning. were interred in the Yokohama 
Cemetery. The deceased, who was compara- 
tively a young man, was a partner of Messrs. 
Carlowitz and Company, of Hongkong, Canton, 
Peking, and Shanghai, and intended return. 
ing to Germany shortly with his youthful bride 
when he was struck down by the fell disease. 
The sad ceremony on Saturday was conducted 
by the Rev. Dr. Christlieb both at the German 
Hospital and at the Cemetery. Among those 
who took part in the mournful service were the 
widow, and Madame Creutz, Dr. Runkwitz, 
Messrs. Unger, Baehr, Wismer, Hofmann, Orth, 
Dumelin, Grdsser, Bergmann, H. Koch, Danck- 
werts, Inspector Cruetz, and the Marquis 
Nembrini de Gonzaga. Wreaths were sent by 
the following :—Mesers. Ph. Arnhold, Henry 
Baehr, O. Bergmann and C. Beurmann, In. 
spector and Mrs. E. Creutz, Messrs. P. J. 
Hellendaal, A. Hofmann, H. Koch, Ferdinand 
Danckwerts, Arnold Dumelin, and C. Jinger- 
mann, Capt. D. A. Mirre, Messrs. Eugen Orth, 
Max Raspe, Alfred Unger, Jacob Winckler, and 
Emil Wismerof Yokohama. Messrs. Carlowitz 
& Co., F. Gebhardt, H. Grin, H. Hoyer, P. 


U 





Kesky, G. D. Koening, T. Lembke, M. March, 
Chr. Rayner, Carl Schmidt, K. Schmidt, Ad. 
Schomburg, A. O. Schuffenhauer, and W. 
Wiederhold of Shanghai. 


KOBE AND THK YAKN TRADE. 
THE quantity of yarns lately purchased by Chi- 
nese and other foreign merchants at Osaka 
reached the unprecedented figure of 20,000 
bales, the price per bale ranging between 95 to 
95.50 yen. These yarns were mostly of No. 16. 


The sudden demand for Japanese yarns is ex- 


plained in various ways, but the most probable 


seems to be, according to the F778, the preference 
shown for machine yarns over hand-spun, a taste 


that was first manifested about 13 years ago, 


and also to the unpopularity of Bombay yarns, 


which are somewhat brownish in colour. The 


yarns turned out by the Shanghai Spinning 


factory, which is under the supervision of 


Earl Li, and the other factory managed by 
Chang-tsz-dong are best adapted to Chinese 
taste, and are in great demand. 
for these yarns once rose to a8 much as 110 
yer per bale, that is, 15 yen per bale higher 
than Bombay yarns. 
factories being small they can not satisfy the 
enormous demand of China. 
merchants in Kobe and Osaka did not fail to 
discern this, and have bought up all the Japanese 
yarns they could get. 
at 93 yen or so per bale and sold at 105 yen, 
they must have realized a large profit. 
sent the market at Shanghai ranges between 


Quotations 


But the output of the two 


Shrewd Chinese 


As they at first brought 
At pre- 


100 Lo 102 yes per bale, but even at this quota- 


tion the export of Japanese yarns must show 
a profit. 


RUSSIAN WAR-VBSSELS ON FORBIGN STATIONS. 


Tuer December number of the official Morskot 
Sbornik publishes a statement of the comple- 
ments of Russian war-ships on foreign stations 
at the end of November. 
battleship, with 31 officers and 510 men; four 
first-class cruisers, with from 23 to 31 officers 
and 450 to 600 men ; two second-class cruisers, 
severally with 16 and 17 officers and 140 and 


In the Pacific:—A 


177 men; two torpedo-cruisers, with seven 


officers and 53 men each; five gun-boats, with 
from rr to 42 Officers and 150 to 175 men; 
and two torpedo-boats, each with three officers 
and 18 men, 
and the first-class cruisers are the Admiral Nak- 
himoff, Pamtiat Asova, Vladimir Monomach, 
and Admiral Korniloff. Tle second-clasa crui- 


The battleship is the Micolaé Z., 


sers are presumably the Arefsser and Zabiaka; 
and the torpedo-cruisers may be identified with 
the armoured gun-boats Gremiatchy and Of- 
vajny. Among the unarmoured gun-boats on 
the station are the Bobre, Koreels, Sivoutch, 
and Mandjour. The sea-going torpedo-boat 
Sveaborg went out to the Pacific in Jauuary 
1895, in company with the Gremiasichy, and the 
Borgo and Revel followed in February, con. 
voyed by the Ofvajny. Other torpedo-boats are 
at Viadivostock, but apparently not in commis- 
sion. The Morskot Sbornik gives the establish- 
ments on other stations at the date mentioned, 
as follows :—Atlantic—A first-class cruiser, with 
34 officers and51g men. Mediterranean—Three 
first-class cruisers, with from 24 to 38 officers 
and from 340 to 600 men; one second-class 
cruiser, with 16 officers and 172 men; and one 


gun-boat, with 12 officers and 167 men.—TZhe 


Times. 


NAVAL NEWS. 


Tur China Mail of Thursday, March rgth, 
says :—The Linne?f has left Tientsin, and pro- 
ceeds on a fourteen-days’ cruise, returning to 
Taku. H.M.S. Swift has gone into dock for 
examination of under-water fittings, etc. H.M.S. 
Narcissus is to go out for gun and torpedo 
practice on the 24th, returning again ina few 
days, and after fitting up with stores, coals, etc., 
will proceed north for the summer; and the 
Centurion will dock at noon on the 24th. 
H.M.S. Centurion is \o gu into Dock No, 1 at 
Hung-hom. During the period she is in dock 
the Admiral will transfer his flag to the Alacri/y. 
The officers and crew of the Alacri/y went over 
(o their ship this morning from the Victor E'ma- 
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nuel The Pigmy proceeds on a week's cruise 
immediately, and on her return will be taken in 
hand to prepare for new commission. It is 
understood that when H.M.S. Pigmy returns to 
Harbour she will be sent to Canton to relieve 
H.M.S. Archer, which will in all probability go 
into dock. The Redpole willcarry out trials at 
moorings to-morrow. The Plover was expect- 
ed to arrive to-day. 





THE DROWNING OF THREE SBALERS. 


Some information is to hand regarding the loss of 
a boat's crew belonging to the sealing schooner 
Golden Fleece, reported last week by telegram 
from Hakodate. It appears that the boats left 
the vessel at six o'clock in the morning in 
searclr of seals, and about seveno’clock turned 
to run for the schooner. One boat, in which 
was Frank Bremend, a hunter, and James Cal- 
laghan and J. Hawes, boat-pullers, was caught 
in a tide-rip, and a stiff breeze striking the 
sail, she overturned. The hunter in another 
boat missing the sail of Bremend’s vessel, put 
about and found the craft floating bottom-up- 
ward, and no trace of its former occupants. 
Diligent search was made, but without success 
and the overturned boat was eventually towed 
back to the Golden Fleece. Theaccident hap- 
pened some 18 miles off Kinkasan. Seals are 
reported to be scarce up to the present. 





THK ARIMA CONFERENCE. 


Tux Committee appointed to prepare the pro- 


gramme for the next meeting of the above 
Conference in August have arranged for the 
following list of subjects to be presented and - 
discussed :— 


Parpgr.—"* How lo foster and encourage the esta- 
blishment of hanre aud social life among the 
Japanese.” 

BiBLe ReADING.—“ Chiist in the Historical Books 
of the Old Testament.” 

Paper." The Union of Christ with the Believer.” 

Parpger.—" Character and results of Educational 
Works in China.” 

BiBLe ReaDInG.—" Christ in the Poetical Booka 
of the Old Testament.” 

PapEr.—" The Providence of God in Modern 


Missions,’’ 

Paper.—‘St. Paul and the planting of the 
Chuaich,’’ 

Biptg ReaDIne." Christ in the Prophetical 


Books of the Old ‘Testament.” 
Some of the best men available have been invit- 
ed to prepare the above papers and readings, 
and as the subjects are all of great interest a 
good Conference is looked for. A full list of 
names of those who are expected to take part 
will be published early in June. 


RARL SPENCER AND A JAPANESB INTERVIBWER. 


It cannot be said, remarks the Kobe Chronicle, 
that Ear] Spencer devoted much time to the 
beauties of Kobe. We doubt whether be even 
had sufficient time to visit our Waterfall, which 
shows that he must have been in a great hurry 
indeed, Short as has been his stay here, how- 
ever, he was nevertheless discovered by a Japan- 
ese reporter with the object of learning his 
views on Japan and the Far East generally. 
But, as events turned out, it was the Japanese 
reporter who was interviewed, not the foreign 
statesman. Earl Spencer was found in the 
Sannomiya Station on the Sunday afternoon, 
just about leaving for Kyoto, Securing an 
introduction to him through an official of 
the Hyogo Kencho, the reporter, who repre- 
sented the Osaka Mainichi, was well received, 
and the Earl expressed pleasure at meet- 
ing him. The train just at this moment 
came up, and the reporter entered the same 
compartment as the Easl and proceeded to 
heckle the latest noted visitor to Japan. But 
it was the Earl who first had many questions to 
ask of the reporter, and as the train proceeded 
he inquired concerning the dress and hair of 
Japanese women ; the trees, the plants, and the 
vegetables of the country, its crops of rice and 
so forth—everything, in fact, that claimed 
attention as the train sped on towards Osaka. 
At last the interviewer succeeded in asking 
whether it was true, as reported, that the tour 
of the Earl was with the object of investigating 
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the naval progress of Oriental countries. The 
Earl laughed much at the suggestion, and said 
his visit to Japan was simply one of pleasure, 
and had no official character whatever. Asked 
what he thought of the naval station at Kure, 
his lordship replied that as a naval dep6t the 
place exceeded his anticipations. Everything 
appeared conducted with regularity and preci- 
sion. He was, moreover, greatly pleased at the 
cordial reception he had met with, not only in 
the Naval College which he visited, but every- 
where else. He did not know whether he would 
visit Yokosuka, as his stay in Japan was very 
brief, and would not exceed three weeks at the 
outside. Then the reporter came to what he 
doubtless considered the most important part 
of the interview, and inquired as to his lord- 
ship’s views on the political problems agitat- 
ing the Far East. But Earl Spencer was 
not to be caught. He replied that great in- 
terest was taken in Far Eastern questions in 
England, and this accounted in some measure 
for the increasing number of tourists who visit- 
ed Japan. His lordship then skilfully changed 
the subject, and asked a number of questions 
about the Osaka Mainichi—what its daily cir- 
culation was, whether it took any side in politi- 
cal matters, and so forth. The reporter had to 
reply to these questions, and was just about to 
return to the altack when the train arrived 
at Osaka, and the Earl was released from the 
ordeal by interview, having succeeded in parry- 
ing every question of importance. The reporter 
describes the Earl as presenting, with his long 
grey beard, a striking appearance. He wore, 
he says, a long Scottish overcoat—whatever that 
“may be—over his frock-coat, and talked with 
animation. 


KOBR& CRICKET CLUB. 
Tue Kobe Cricket Club has just held its annual 
general meeting. Dr. Thornicrcaft has been re- 
elected President: Mr. G. C. Pakenham is the 
new Captain, vice Mr. C. M. Duff; and Messrs. 


H. Lucas, W. D. S. Edwards, J. Marshall, |, 


Lightfoot, Abbott, and Gibbens the Committee. 
Mr. E. W. Tate and Mr. W. D. S. Edwards 
were awarded the “batting” and “ bowling ” 
bats respectively, and Mr. H. C. K. Lucas also 
received a bat for good all round service in the 
cricket-field. The accounts show a balance in 
hand of $159.71. The Club have decided upon 
new colours’ to wit, dark blue, chocolate, and 
orange. What is the esthetic principle that 
prompts Club-men, cricketers and footballers in 
particular, in their choice of colours? 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORTS. 


A REPRESENTATION has been passed in the 
Lower House of the Diet advocating an exten- 
sion in the number of Meteorological Observa- 
tory stations in Japan. The reports sent out 
from the Meteorological Observatory at Tokyo 
are splendid examples of what can be done in 
scientific Japan of to-day, their accuracy of de- 
tail and well-deduced prognostications having 
obtained the warm approval of all ship-masters 
on the coasts of Japan. But a further improve- 
ment might be made with very little trouble. If 
Professor Wada could arrange to have the obser- 
vations taken by his Tokyo staff at 6a.m., posted 
the same day in a prominent place at the Yoko- 
hama Customs House, and the shipping offices 
of the Yusen Kaisha, and British and American 
Consulates, he would be conferring a great boon 
upon the whole maritime community of this port. 


THE YOKOHAMA SP&CIE BANK, LIMITED. 


Tue Bank has issued the following Circular :-— 
‘* Owing to the steady expansion of the Bank's 
business, the Directors notified the Shareholders 
on 22nd January, 1896, that the whole of the 
remaining call upon the New Shares should be 
paid in September and October, 1896. It was 
further decided at an Extraordinary General 
meeting of Shareholders, held on roth March, 
1896, that the Capital of the Bank should be 
increased by yen 6,000,000, thus making the 
Subscribed Capital yen 12,000,000; and that 
such New Shares be allotted, of the face value of 
yen 100 each, to the Shareholders on the Register 
on rst September, 1896; that on each of these 


Shares yen 50 be paid in January and October, 
1897, and that the balance be called up when 
necessary and by the decision of a» General 
Meeting of the Shareholders. 


THE “ALGER” AND “ ISLY.” 


Tux French ironclad Alger arrived at Hong- 
kong froma cruise on March rath, says the 
Nagasaki paper. The present position of her 
sister ship, the Js/y, is at present causing a good 
deal of doubt. She left here last for Chemulpo 
on the 7th ult., and since then her loss has been 
reported in several Japanese papers. We hear 
that there was no foundation for this report. 
Her exact whereabouts at present, however, is 
a mystery. 


MONTHLY CUSTOMS RETURNS. 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for February, showing the foreign trade 


of the Empire for the month :— 

SILVER YEN, 
Exports peer recede eeeorereeseeers aeretasererees 10,061,21 1,060 
[mpOrts crocesseccoes De ccnccccscccccossencesses 11 ,268,665.160 








Total exports and imports........000... 21.329,876.220 





Excess of imports .....cccerssceccscsccseeees 1 ,207,454.100 
CUSTOMS NUTIRG 
Exports ..... osee cee ceeesesessee ses ceeesecenoes 136,832.939 
Imports «oes ce csesceseoss Oecaweccreseacascce 382,412.630 
Miscellaneous soscccscecscsccceseveessesees 14,271.674 
Total .ccccecsccceccecccccsceccvesseens 533.417.243 
TOTAL VALUB OF BXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM VARIOUS FOREIGN 
COUNTRI&E, 
Exports, Imports, Total. 
Silver Yen. Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
Hongkong.n..scsecce one £,79907%3-520  607,383.640 &,407,097.260 
CHIMR ... ceccccseceeserceneee 3,06%,8923.980  963,623.870 3,035,216.790 
British India ............ 908, 447.290 1,036,695.z 3,328,149.§80 
Rored.....cccsseccecseseceeee 173,843.70  $68,536.940 §40,080.310 
Russian AGia .........00 - 263,936:580 363,236.580 
Philippine Islands...... 87,75§.300  120,098.460 148.681 .o60 
Annam & other French 
Tmdia ....cccscsccsessceees 845.640 13,903.470 34,977.110 
TAM... .csccsceescroee sen oes 83.000 ee 406.850 
Great Britain .......c0606 852,193.790 3,619,864.800 4,471,057.590 
Frame .ec.sccccccseeeeee s+ 8,772,007850 407,673.660 3,179,681.¢10 
Germany .......scrccreeeee 186,096.960 1,362,357.840 15547,454.200 
Belyium.....c..ccceeeesoeeee 42327-340 3%4,055.500 938,38 1.840 
Switserland..,........000 62,4%9.620 103,307.040  164,726.660 
Ftmly ...cccsecsesccressseeves 104,327.300 49:994-830  154,322.050 
AUSEIIO .....cccccc ses eeeeee 65,88:. 4232%.920 40, 205.720 
Russia ooccccsce seceoveeeee 3.041.900 65,962.470 69,¢03.370 
Parke y ..crecscssee-ssceeees 20, _ 30,0¢8.800 
Holland... ...ccsscscoseseee 3,$83.680 8,063.960 9:647.440 
Spain .....cscccccseereerovees -~ 723 40.$00 73%0.500 
Portugal ....ccsccccsseseee - £,036.040 3,036.040 
Denmark ..c.ccccccescsovee 32@.000 ef | led 417.920 
Sweden & Norway ... - 986.840 386.540 
United States of Ame- ‘8 £44,856.8 
TICA 0... cesscssscccceoseceos 9,091,387.120 1,844,856.830 
Canada & other British $:936:943-940 
AMMEFIC® cescscseseeeees 45,585.860 3,580,380 47,%0§.580 
de sees oe isieestes eh - 250.390 230.320 
USTLALIA ....ccseccceecenes 832,133. 243,300.390 954,333 
Hawaii ......ccccoreeeconees sefor 880 22.000 AS He 
Other Countries......... $4,206.00 6z,594.510 135,800,530 
Total .....c.08 oe coves 9:859,%29.710 £1,968,66§.360 31,%27,794.870 


TOTAL VALUER OF BXPOR18 AND IMPORTA FROM AND TO BACH PORT. 


Yokohama. ........s008 $$%3,049.670 §,065,687.270 30,378,686 

KObe cccececsscceseecesees $,065,605.510 §,%08,958.450 8,774,563 
Osaka........cc00.- csceee §2,378.250  9233,673.900 #85,050.350 
Nagasaki .......cc.s0.06 232,096.400 77%5734-460 ,003,830.800 
Shimonoseki ......... $78,672 530 1,907.650 44°,$80.180 
md cuecccoveceeneesacens 2§2,884.500 _ 832,384,500 
Hakatar ..ccccces.. coeses 357-7§0 4,7°.000 $,187.7§0 
Karatsu....... csceccceee 80,3%7.000 _ 20,317.000 
Kuchinotsu ......000.00 364,828.000 _ 264,828 coo 
Idsugahara ......ce000. 862.450 35,738.240 16,600.590 
Shishimi ..........cece 578.280 4,:904.850 $.482.630 
Sasune ..rcccccosscrcesss 180.730 9,343-100 2,§23.820 
P ; Exports....ccsceee 856,497.010 
Specie and Bullion { Imports...sse0eeee  402,235.410 
Totalhrasscccccrccersace seedbeceasieces ass 1 ,258,732.420 
Excess of exports ..cccscseseccsececcevsceees 454,261.600 
VALUE OP SXPORTG AND IMPORTS BY JAPANWESR MERCHANTS AND 


GQOVERNMENt. 


By Japanese Merchants { FxPOnS sw 9)267,696-520 


Imported by Government ...... wie oapeeesae 23,085.820 


JAPAN AND THE AMERICAN BOARD. 


THE committee sent by the American Board of 
Foreign Missions to investigate the condition 
of their workin Japan has completed its labours 
and published its report. In substance it advises 
that the Board shall continue its labours in Japan, 
but not tosend new labourers there except under 
extraordinary circumstances. This means the 
ultimate withdrawal of the missionaries after a 
term of years. The committee found the reports 
as to the spread of heterodox views greatly ex- 
aggerated. The number of pastors and teachers 
who have departed from the orthodox faith can 
be counted on the fingers of one hand, and these 
have all been partly educated in Europe and 
America.—Ziterary Digest. 


THE ORIENTAL BCONOMIST. 


Tue Joyo Keisat Shimpo complains that our 
translation of its title, namely, ‘‘ Oriental Econo- 
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mist,” is liable to create confusion between it 
and the Zokyo Keisai Zasshi, or ‘ Tokyo 
Economist.” We can not appreciate the justice 
of the complaint, for surely no ordinarily care- 
ful reader would confound the two appellations. 
It seems to us that to use the Japanese originals 
would be much more likely to produce the 
effect apprehended by our contemporary. How- 
ever, we are quite willing to adopt any distinc- 
tive ttle that the Zoyo Ketsai Shimpo suggests. 


THR UNION CHURCH. 
Tue Rev. Dr. Meacham will preach in the 
Union Church on Easter Day: his subject will 
be, “ Risen with Christ.” The following is the 
order of service:—Hymn, ‘Jesus Christ is 
risen to-day,’ Carey (Lyra Davidica, 1702) ; 
Chant, “ Christ our Passover,” Elvey; Hymn, 
“Hallelujah,” Sullivan; Anthem, ‘ Christ is 
Risen,” m. Arnold; Hymn, ‘Christ the 
Lord is risen to-day,” Elvey. A cordial invita- 
tion is extended to all. 





— 


TOKYO TRAMWAYS. 


Tue Tokyo ‘Tramway Company received yer 
13,366.183 during the eleven days ended the 31st 
ult., the total income during March last being yen 
35,465.720. The receipts from the commence- 
ment of the year amounted to yen 98,815.314. 
An electric tramway car was derailed in Kyoto 
onthe zgth ult. It collided with a house, but no 
passengers were injured. 


THE EGYPTIAN QUESTION, 
Tue following isa little fuller version of Reuter’s 
telegram of the 26th ult. :—The Porte is irritated 
against the Khedive and against England be- 
cause Turkey was not consulted regarding the 
expedition to Dongola. The Porte has appealed 
to France and Russia to intervene, and has 
asked for the good offices of Germany. It is 
believed that the action of the Porte is due to 
the counsels of Russia aud France. 


THR NORTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY. 

Tue Noithern Pacific Steamship Company has 
purchased two new steamers in Scotland for 
its Tacoma-China line. The first one, re-named 
the Olympic, is now en route to Hongkong from 
Glasgow. The second one, to be named the 
Columbia, will arrive in China in time to carry 
over one of the first cargoes of the new crop of 
tea. These steamers will increase the number 
on the line to five. 


DEATH OF A FRRNCH CONSUL. 

M. Jorz re Savourgux, French Consul at 
Singapore, died there of fever and other com- 
plications on March roth. The deceased had 
only been resident in Singapore two months 
and ten days when the fatal illness attacked 
him. Previously he had held Consular office 
at Tamatave (1886), Bulgaria, and Scotland. 
He was a most accomplished linguist and 
scholar. 


THE LATE MR. ISIDORO DBLL’ORO. 

Mass was celebrated on Saturday morning at 
the Catholic Church, for the repose of the soul 
of the late Mr. Isidoro Dell’Oro, who died in 
Italy the other day. The service was attended 
by Count Orfini and the staff of the Italian 
Legation, besides many of the Italian residents 
of Tokyo and Yokohama. 


SMALL POX. 

Tue Chief Officer of the American ship Zassly 
Reed, that has just arrived at Kobe from Hong: 
kong, has been attacked with small-pox. Dr. 
Graham is attending him. 








. THE FRENCH CABINET. 

Mr. Sone Arasuxg, Japanese Minister to 
France, telegraphed on the 3oth ult., that M. 
Berthelet, Minister for Foreign Affairs in the 
French Cabinet, has resigned, and M. Bourgeois, 
Premier, has taken the vacant portfolio. 


THE “ FUFI.” 


——____ 

The second of Japan’s new line-of-battle 
ships, the Fufs, was to have been launched at 
the Thames Iron Works on the 31st ultimo. 


April 4, 1896.] 


CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE DIET. 
o——_—_ 

On the 2gth instant the ceremony of closing 
the seventh session of the Imperial Diet was per- 
formed in House the of Peers, where the mem- 
bers of both Houses assembled at rz a.m. All 
the Ministers of State were present on the dais, 
and the Acting Minister President read the 
following Imperial Message :— 

We hereby declare the Imperial Diet's session 
closed. 

My Lords and Gentlemen—Throughout the 
whole session you have well and diligently dis- 
charged your urgent duties to the State, and it 
has given Us satisfaction to note the assiduity dis- 
played by you in deliberating on all the important 
ineasures submitted for your consideration. Your 
genuine patriotism, your devotion to the public 
interests, and the admirable harmony of your 
efforts to advance the country’s weal and promote 
its successful progress, have been to Us a source 
of genuine pleasure, and We hope, at a future 
day, to have the benefit of your further assistance 
in inaugurating and completing great measures 
of large national importance. 

My J.ords and Gentlemen—In recognition of 
your labours ducing the seventh session of the 
Imperial Diet, We present to each member of 
each House a set (tlhiree) of silver cups. 


In the afternoon, the members of both Houses 
were entertained by all the Ministers of State at 
the Shiba Detached Palace. 











TROOPS FOR FORMOSA. 
—_----- -->-- - 


According to information supplied by Go- 
vernment delegates to the Committee of the 
House of Representatives that examined 
the 5th Supplementary Budget a day or so ago, 
_ the object of stationing troops in Formosa 
is chiefly to suppress agitation there. The 
funds asked for by the Government are 
for troops to be quartered in the island for that 
purpose. The troops are to be distributed in 
the north-east, centre, and south-west districts 
of the island. A Mixed Brigade is to be 
stationed at each place, a force considered 
sufficient for independent action. Each Bri- 
gade is organized on a peace footing, and is 
to be relieved in about two years. Troops will 
be draftedinto the Mixed Brigade of Formosa 
after having served one year with the colours 
athome. They are to be disbanded and draft- 
ed into the rst Reserve when they return to 
Japan at the expiration of the two years’ ser- 
vice, Special arrangements are to be made so 
that the soldiers shall be exposed as little as 
possible to the unhealthy climate of the island. 
The Brigades now in course of despatch 
to Formosa are composed of recruits of 
1894, and must be relieved at the end of the 
year. This short period of service is excep- 
tional. Subsequently, after two years service, 
the garrisons of Formosa will be relieved at the 
beginning of November of the second year, and 
will then be conveyed home and disbanded. 
A Mixed Brigade willbe organized of two regi- 
ments of Infantry, with companies of Cavalry, 
Artillery, and Engineers. The rst Brigade 
will be organized with men selected from the 
Body-guard, the rst and the and Military Divi- 
sion; the 2nd from the 3rd and 4th Divisions ; 
and the 5th from the 5th and 6th Divisions, 
These selections will be made by companies, 
and the gaps thus caused are to be filled by 
recruits. The troops detailed for the defence 
of Formosa are therefore extraneous to the 
strength provided in the contemplated expan- 
sion of the Army, and are distinct from the 
forces in Japan. Judging from the present 
state of the island, no definite statement can 
yet be made as to the probable date when con- 
scription will be enforced in Formosa, and the 
Government can see no better alternative for se- 
curingthe defence and maintaining the tranquil- 
lity of the new dominion than that now proposed. 
When the Supplementary Budget is approved by 
the Diet, the Government will undertake to 
despatch a Mixed Brigade to take the place of 
the Second Division and of the 7th Brigade now 
in Formosa. The former is to be disbanded in 
May, and the latter transferred to the Osaka 
Division, of which they form a part. These 
details aretaken from the Féjé Shimpo. 
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THE LOWER HOUSES RECORD. 
a a ae ie = 

The record of business done by the Lower 
House during the session just closed is distinctly 
noteworthy. The number of Government Bills 
presented to the House was 135 in all, of which 
129 were passed, 3 were rejected, I was with- 
drawn, and 2 did not come up for discussion. 
The number of Bills introduced in the Upper 
House and sent down to the Lower was 32, 
which were both passed. The number of 
Private Bills presented was 55; of which 17 
were passed ; 8 were withdrawn ; 4 were com- 
bined with others of similar import; 13 were 
rejected, and 13 did not come up for dis- 
cussion. The number of Addresses to the 
Throne was 2, of which one was passed, 
the other rejected. The number of Repre- 
sentations to the Government was 32 ; of which 
28 were adopted ; 1 was rejected ; 2 having been 
submitted to Special Committees simultaneously 
with similar measures, were rejected, and 1 did 
not come up for discussion. Finally, 1 Resolu- 
tion was introduced and rejected. Combining 
the above, it results that the total number of mea- 
sures—independently of petitions—presented 
to the House was 227; of which 177 were pass- 
ed; 14 were thrown ont; 5 were withdrawn; 
15, being cognate with other measures, 
were submitted to the Committees charged 
with examination of the latter, and were 
rejected, and 16 did not come up for dis- 
cussion. In addition to these, three Bills of 
Settled Accounts were debated and passed. 
With regard to petitions, 661 were presented in 
all. Of these, 192 were adopted for presentation 
to the Government;y were either set aside as 
not adoptable, or not discussed on account of 
being duplicates of other measures; 310 were 
placed on record for purposes of comparison by 
the House or the Government, and 150 were re- 
jected or not discussed. 

With regard to finance, the Fiji Shimpo 
says that the total expenditures, ordinary, ex- 
traordinary, and continuing, sanctioned by the 
Diet for the incoming fiscal year were 
193,425,716.552 yer, and that the income 
from all sources aggregated 197,197,712.105 
yen, the excess of revenue over expenditure 
being 3,771,995.55 yen. This estimate, evi- 
dently includes all the Supplementary Budgets. 


THE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


——$_—_—_>____—_—_—__ 

The Zokyo Shimpo, which ought to be well 
informed on such a subject, speaks confidently 
of the approaching retirement of Count Mutsu 
from official life. His Excellency, we read, had 
he been guided by his state of health, would 
have given up the portfolio months ago, but 
retained it, at the urgent instance of his col- 
leagues, until the close of the Diet’s session, 
and until the work of Treaty Revision had been 
brought within sightof conclusion. Now, how- 
ever, the important legislative and financial 
measures necessary in the sequel of the war 
having been successfully passed through the 
Diet, and Treaty Revision having been practi- 
cally achieved, thé Cabinet are not so resolutely 
opposed as they were to Count Mutsu’s retire. 
ment, and it is probable that he will take the 
much needed spell of rest. Baron Nishi, who 
now represents Japan in St. Petersburg, is 
spoken of as the Count’s successor. 

This intelligence seems likely to be correct. 
We believe that Count Mutsu has been promised 
complete restoration to health if he gives up all 
work for a time and makes a sea voyage, where- 
as, if he continues to devote himself to his 
official duties with the zeal that always charac- 
terizes his discharge of them, he can scarcely 
hope to be free from suffering. But even with 
such alternatives before him, it is difficult to 
predict his final choice, for devotion to work 
is something more than a mere sentiment in 
his case. 
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RAILWAY ROLLING-STOCK WORK- 
SHOPS. 


-_ > — 

Prince Mori and Messrs. Iwasaki Yanosuke, 
Shibusawa Eiichi, Fujita Denzaburo and several 
others, with Viscount Inouye Masaru, ex-Chief 
of the Railway Board, are said to be contemplat- 
ing the establishment in Japan of a factory for 
turning out the rolling-stock required for Japan- 
ese railways. Judging from the experience of 
English railroads, one locomotive per three 
miles, one and a half passenger car per mile, 
and ten goods cars per mile are required. Now 
the total railway mileage in operation in Japan 
in 1893 was 1,906 miles, and calculating 
upon the above standard there was a de- 
ficiency of 275 locomotives, 1,390 passenger 
cars, and 15,950 waggons. Supposing 
that within the next ten years the mileage in 
Operation increases to 20,000 miles, and sup- 
posing, also that one locomotive is required per 
four miles and one passenger and five goods cars 
are respectively necessary per mile, then 500 
locomotives, 2,000 passenger and 10,000 goods 
cars must be provided. If these locomotives 
and rolling stock generally are to be purchased 
abroad, the total investment, at an exchange of 
one yen per 2/t, will reach fully 15 millions of yen. 
If to this funds for the purchase of other ma- 
terial, rails, bridges, etc., are added, the exodus 
of money from Japan will aggregate an enormous 
total. The danger may be warded off, however, 
if at this juncture, arrangements are made to es- 
tablish workshops for the making of locomotives 
and cars at home, sending abroad for the raw 
materials, which will be worked up here. The 
capital that the proprietors deem sufficient for 
establishing the enterprise is 510,000 yen for 
a period of 50 years, to be increased, accord- 
ing to circumstances, by another 350,000 yen. 
Workshops would be established in Tokyo and 
Osaka, and 12 locomotives, 50 passenger and 
200 goods cars would be turned out per annum, 
Of the original capital of 510.000 yen, 330,000 
yen would be applied for building and plant, 
50,000 yer for ground, 30,000 yen for store- 
houses, 50,000 yen for superintendence of work- 
shops and other miscellaneous expenses, and 
the remaining 50,000 yen for working expenses. 
The Hochi, writing on the subject, says that in 
1893 a four-wheeled locomotive purchased by 
the Railway Bureau in Glasgow cost 19,499 yen. 
If this locomotive had been constructed at home 
with material purchased from abroad, the cost 
would have been 13,369 yen, a difference of 
6,130 yen. Again, a locomotive together with 
its tank and coal-box purchased in the same 
year by the Nippon Railway Company at the 
same place, cost 21,524 yer, while its cost if 
constructed at home would not have exceeded 
14,748 yen, a decrease of 6,776 yen. The 
working of the Kobe Workshops has demon- 
strated that a four-wheeled engine can be con- 
structed at home some 6,000 yen cheaper on the 
average than its cost if imported. A home 
made engine, in other words, is fully 45 per 
cent. cheaper than the imported article. This 
is not strange when one considers that labour is 
five times better paid in England than in Japan. 
Another advantage resulting from the construc- 
tion of cars at home, would be that they can be 
fitted up to suit the requirements of Japan. It 
should be remembered that the scheme project- 
ed by Tokyo and Osaka capitalists has been 
anticipated by some Nagoya men who have 
actually started a similar company on a capital 
of balf a million yen. 





EARL SPENCER. 
—_—_—_—__———————_—_ 
Earl Spencer is expected to arrive in Tokyo 

on the roth instant, where he will be the guest 

of Her Majesty’s Minister. He will probably 
remain in the capital until the 17th. We under- 
stand that he has accepted an invitation to dine 
with the Oriental Society on the rith, when, 
doubtless, an opportunity will be afforded him 
of hearing something about Japan’s national 
ambitions. The Earl has been the first fo- 
reigner to make a thorough inspection of Japan’s 
arsenals and dockyards. He will carry home 
a pretty clear idea of the country’s capacities. 
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SILVER PRICES IN FAPAN. 
i itil lle res 

Mr. W.B. Walter’s point, when speaking at 
the meeting of the Chamber of Commerce, is de- 
cidedly interesting, but does not seem to possess 
conclusive force. Mr. Walter apparently con- 
tends that in view of the general appreciation 
recently observed in the silver price of Japanese 
commodities, the contention of bimetallists must 
be abandoned, namely, that silver, despite its 
depreciation vis-2-o7s gold, retains its purchasing 
power vés-d-vis commodities in silver-using 
countries. Now it is beyond question that prices 
have greatly risen in Japan, and it seems to us 
equally certain that the appreciation of gold, 
by encouraging exports, giving the Japanese 
producer a larger price for his staples, and 
thereby increasing the general prosperity of the 
nation, has contributed to raise the scale 
of living, or, in other words, to enhance 
the price of commodities. But there have 
been so many other powerful factors at work 
that to differentiate their effects, to determine 
how much of the appreciation of the market 
prices of commodities is due to them, how 
much to the reduced purchasing power of silver, 
is an almost hopelessly difficult problem. Even 
though silver had not been arbitrarily divorced 
from its old connection with gold, even though 
no marked appreciation of the latter metal had 
taken place, the greatly altered circumstances 
of the Japanese nation since the Restoration 
_ must have involved a corresponding change in 
the costof labour andcommodities. That goes 
without saying. Then, to accentuate the dis- 
turbance, we have the war with China and all 
its far-reaching consequences. In the tnere 
matter of labour—and labour, after all, is the 
prime factor in determining the price of human 
productions—it is easy to sce howimmense must 
have been the influence of a campaign that 
diverted to military uses a large fraction of the 
working classes, whether as coolies or soldiers. 
Further, as manufacturing enterprise develops, 
as hundreds of cotton mills, silk weaving fac- 
tories, docks, arsenals, paper mills, and so forth 
spring up all over the country, the demand for 
labour becomes so keen that the remuneration 
it commands necessarily rises, and the effect is 
felt in every department of production. It 
would be extravagant, we think, to expect that 
a metal which has lost forty or fifty per cent, of 
its purchasing power in the West should always 
retain that power unimpaired in the East. Bat 
it would be equally extravagant to Infer that the 
appreciation of gold is chiefly responsible for 
the enhanced silver-prices of labour and com- 
modities in a country like Japan where in- 
fluences independent of exchange and far more 
potent, have been and continue to be at work. 
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THE FAPANESE ARMY OF THE 
FUTURE. 
nnn Cee ees 

The clearest statement we have yet seen of 
the projected increase of the Japanese Army is 
published by the Fi Shimpo. The new or- 
ganization will be completed inten years time 
that is to say, by March 31st, Tgs0- wien ike 
numbers of the peace establishment will stand 
as follow :— 








Present Number 

Number. in 1906. 

Officers (Commissioned) ... 3.492 6,870 
Non-commissioned Officers 7,260 14,887 
Rank and File .......ccccuees 63,189 122,313 
Totals ccscoaccssscreeses we =73,941 144,070 

TA Or 865 sss sssnsccsecdviccecnces » 8,857 19,650 


The Reserves and Territorial Army will aggre- 


gate five hupdred thousand at the end of ten 


years. 


THE SPRING FINE ART EXHIBITION. 
—_—__4—_—_ 

The usual Spring Fine Art Exhibition opens 
in Uyeno Park on Wednesday, and will continue 
open until May zoth. It is stated that the Im- 
perial Court has lent some very beautiful and 
rare objects, and that the display of new works 
of art is exceptionally large. 
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THE QUESTION OF fAPAN'S SHANG. 
HAI SPINNING ENTERPRISE. 


———_—@—_—_____———- 

The latest number of the Oréental Econo- 
mist contains two articles on the subject of 
cotton-spinning enterprise in Shanghai, one 
from the pen of a Director of the Mitsui’s pro- 
jected undertaking ; the other from that of Mr. 
Ariga Nagabumi, a Councillor in the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Commerce, who re- 
cently made a tour of inspection through the 
Chinese districts newly opened to foreign com- 
merce by the Shimonoseki Treaty. The former 
dweHs on the necessity of suspending the enter- 
prise for the present; the latter, on the ad- 
visability of proceeding with it. 

The Mitsui Director observes that not until 
exhaustive Investigations had been made with re- 
gard to the prospects of such an enterprise, was 
the scheme of erecting cotton-spinning mills in 
Shanghai decided upon. Carefully prepared es- 
timates showed that such an enterprise in Japa- 
nese hands might reasonably hope to compete 
successfully with other factories carried on by 
Chinese or Europeans, Butthe tardy progress of 
the negotiations for a new Treaty of Commerce 
between Japan and China has blighted the pro- 
spects of the undertaking. It may, indeed, be 
contended that since the privilege of engaging 
in industries in China has been secured to 
Japanese capitalists by the Shimonoseki Treaty, 
the delay in the conclusion of the new Commer- 
cial Treaty need not constitute an obstacle. But 
the Tokyo projectors of the Shanghai Spinning 
Factory cannot share that opinion. They con- 
jecture that the principal reason of China’s re- 
luctance to conclude the new commercial 
Treaty is an apprehension lest the receipts from 
her Customs should be affected. Her only 
trustworthy source of revenue is the Customs, 
and the Government is consequently opposed 
to the development of manufacturing enterprise 
at home, whether in foreign or native hands, 
the notion being that domestic products might 
then take the place of imports. Incontrover- 
tible as is the privilege secured by the Shimo- 
noseki Treaty in the matter of industrial under- 
takings, there is good reason (to apprehend that 
the Pekin Government, taking advantage of the 
fact that no details have been fixed, may render 
the privilege nugatory by imposing heavy in- 
land taxes on the raw material. That the 
tendency of the Chinese is to hamper trade in 
that fashion has been amply proved by experi- 
ence. It was precisely such a breach of faith on 
China’s part thatled to the Anglo-French attack 
upon Pekin thirty odd yearsago. The privilege 
of starting factories in China being participated 
in by all the Treaty Powers, in virtue of the 
most-favoured-nation clause, many Western 
capitalists have decided to open cotton mills in 
Shanghai. The Japanese projectors of a simi- 
lar scheme approached these foreign capitalists, 
suggesting that it might be prudent to ascer- 
tain, by combined action on the part of all the 
companies, what intentions the Chinese Go- 
vernment entertained. But the European and 
American projectors declined to adopt the sug- 
gestion. They declared that even though 
China had recourse to her proverbial policy of 
obstruction, they should ‘not be obliged to pay 
any unjust imposts, and it would be time enough 
toactas suggested when China attempted to em- 
barrass the manufacturers by prohibitive taxes. 
In short, the European and American projectors 
seemed to rely on some powerful backing. In 
the case of Japanese subjects also, any unjustly 
restrictive measures that China might attempt 
to adopt towards manufacturing enterprise 
might, of course, be met diplomatically or by 
force. Hence, had the Shanghai project of the 
Mitsui firm been undertaken with the expecta- 
tion of encountering difficultiesand making sacri- 
fices as a pioneer on behalf of others, no hesita- 
tion should have been felt about proceeding. But 
the scheme was started by subscriptions from 
quite a large number of capitalists who looked 
solely to finding a profitable means of investing 
their money. No undue risks can, therefore, 
be taken, and the Company has resolved to 
utilize its newly acquired plant of machinery by 
setting up mills at home. 


Google 


(April 4, 1896. 


Such is the explanation offered by the Mitsui 
Director as to the abandonment of the Shanghai 
scheme. 

Mr. Ariga, on the other hand, regrets ex- 
ceedingly that such a faint-hearted policy 
should have been adopted, and charges the 
Japanese projectors with relying too much on 
officialdom instead of trusting to their own in- 
vestigations. The prime cause of China's 
tardiness in concluding a new Commercial 
Treaty with Japan is evidently her desire to 
obtain better terms than those guaranteed by 
the Shimonoseki Treaty. It is clear that 
no new treaty of commerce between the two 
Powers can be expected to secure greater 
benefits to Japan than those already secured 
by the Shimonoseki agreement, which places 
Japan on the same footing as the most 
favoured Western nation. Hence it is !m- 
possible to understand why Japanese pro- 
jectors should attach so much importance to the 
conclusion of the new treaty now in process 
of negotiation. Further, whatever diplomatic 
ability be employed for the purpose of 
making a treaty, the practical energy and enter- 
prise of individuals should be depended on 
much more thanconventional stipulations, where 
a country so inchoate and irresponsible as 
China is concerned. Travelling in China on 
an official tour of inspection, Mr. Ariga says that 
he was surprised to find even a functionary so 
important as a Taotai entirely without knowledge 
of the Shimonoseki Treaty. Promoters of Japan- 
ese business enterprise ought notto pursue any 
timid or retiring policy, but should push boldly 
forward, relying on their country to secure ac- 
knowledgmentforaccomplished facts. Mr. Ariga 
is highly satisfied to learn that the Osaka projec- 
tors have decided to adopt a course diametric- 
ally opposed to that of their Tokyo confieres, 
They are determined to adhere to their original 
programme, and have dispatched to Shanghai 
an experinced spinning expert and an ex-expert 
of the Noshomusho specially engaged for the 
purpose. That is entirely consonant with what 
Western people would do in a similar situa- 
tion. In point of fact, the Europeanand American 
capitalists that have invested their money in the 
cotton-spinning enterprise in Shanghai, did not 
wait until the way had been paved by diplomatic 
efforts. Guided by experience, they actively 
pushed on their arrangeinents, regardless of 
the Chinese Government’s possible intentions, 
and should official obstacles be thrown in the 
path of their undertaking they will protest that, 
having been allowed to proceed so far, they can 
not possibly abandon the enterprise. The Chi- 
nese Government will then be obliged to open 
negotiation with Foreign Governments, and in 
that way full freedom for obtaining raw material 
and meeting all the wants of the factories will 
be secured. Are Japanese capitalists so lacking 
in the spirit of enterprise as to be unable to 
follow the. example set by their foreign 
competition? The latter, on their side, are said 
to be very uneasy about Japanese competition 
in Shanghai and to be devising measures against 
that contingency. Will the Japanese be con- 
tent to suffer their foreign rivals to monopolize 
all the profits accruing from the spinning in- 
dustry in Shanghai, and will they experience no 
chagrin when their retreat from the arena be- 
comes a subject of mirthful satisfaction to 
Europeans and Americans? 


Such is Mr. Ariga’s contention. His courage 
is to be admired rather than his prudence. 
At the same time, it is impossible to sup- 
pose that the shrewd business men of Shang: 
hai would have invested their money in 
cotton mills unless they perceived some 
means of securing supplies of the raw mate- 
rial at reasonable rates. Probably their con- 
tention will be that the permission publicly 
conceded by China to carry on manufacturing 
enterprise within her dominions, must be inter- 
preted as extending to all the operations legi- 
timately connected with such enterprises, and 
that when the Pekin Government agreed to let 
cotton-spinning machinery be landed and erect- 
ed in Shanghai, they can not have intended to 
render the mills useless by imposing probibitive 
transport taxes on raw cotton. Bat negotiations 
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on such a basis might prove very long and 
tedious. We know how much timeand trouble 
were required to reduce the Jikén abuse to its 
present dimensions, and if the Shanghai cotton 
mills have to stand idle until a farther adjust- 
ment of that vexed question is effected, heavy 
losses may be entailed. 

With regard to the contention of the Director 
of the Mitsui enterprise, quoted above, namely, 
that China would lose a portion of her Customs 
revenue in the event of goods now imported 
being replaced by goods produced at foreign 
factories in the settlements, it is a misconcep- 
tion. The second clause of the 4th Article of 
the Shimonoseki Treaty says :—‘ All articles 
manufactured by Japanese subjects in China, 
shall, in respect of inland transit and internal 
taxes, duties, charges, and exactions of all 
kinds * ® ® stand upon exactly the same 
footing and enjoy the same privileges and ex- 
emptions as merchandise imported by Japanese 
subjects into China.” In other words, goods 
manufactured in the Settlements will have to 
pay the same customs duties as similar goods 
imported from abroad. 


—, 





JAPAN'S SCIENTIFIC WORLD OF 
TO-DAF. 


—_@-—______-- 

In a recent issue the Mainichs states that 
Science has undoubtedly made considerable pro- 
gress in Japan of late years. Not many years ago, 
awriter that quoted Western authorities was re- 
garded with admiration, and indeed a scientific 
or philosophical essay that did not contain ex- 
tracts from the writings of foreign savants gene- 
- rally failed to attract readers. The fashion has 
~ well-nigh disappeared to-day, and a writer has 

to possess originality if his essays are to com- 
mand attention. In zsthetics Dr. Mori Rintaro, 
a noted military surgeon, is declared to be the 
most prominent figure. He introduced the works 
of Schultz and Hartman to Japan, but although 
“one or two scholars have since devoted them- 
selves to the science of the beautiful it must be 
acknowledged that it still in its infancy in 
Japan. Mental science is a little better off, 
especially since the return of Prof. Motora from 
America. Before his ‘‘ Mental Science” was 
published, all the works On the subject were 
either translations or compilations. The close 
connexion that this science bears to educa- 
tion is one of the principal causes of its wide 
diffusion in Japan. The recent creation in 
Tokyo of a society for investigating the mental 
condition of children is a significant indication 
of the growing popularity of that science. 
Prof. Motora, who, by the way, isa disciple 
of Ladd and Vund, is at present the leader 
in this field of research, and has quite a 
number of younger scholars in his following. 
In regard to pure philosophy, practically no 
specialist has yet appeared in this country. 
Sociology was once a favourite study for those 
who wished to vaunt their learning ; and most 

f the Japanese professors of Sociology imagine 

hemselve Spencers in miniature. At present, 
Dr. Kato, an ex-President of the Imperial 

University, now a member of the House of 
Peers, is perhaps the best versed in this science. 
Mr. Ariga Nagao, of the Occupied District 
Office, is credited with possessing excellent 
ability for sociology. He has not, however, 
taken it ap as a living, preferring the surer 
walks of officialdom. Anthropology is com- 
paratively well advanced, Prof. Tsuboi, of the 
Imperial University, being the acknowledged, 
header in this field. Though from the nature 
of the science the number of specialists is 
necessarity limited, they already possess a 
periodical of their own, and they have 
established a society having for its object 
anthropological researches among the For- 
mosans. Last year one of their number went 
to the Liaotung Peninsula for the purpose of 
conducting investigations there. Prof. Jinbo 
of the University has undertaken the anthro- 
pological study of the Ainu race following 
the lines mapped ont by the Rev. J. Batchelor. 
Even such a far off locality as O-U has an an- 
thropological society of its own. Lectures and 





some of its principles is very wide. 


to the same pursuit. 
magazines, and statistics of education, sanitation, 








essays on cave-dwellings, shell-mounds, and so 
forth, are now attended or read with interest by 
the general public. Political science studies are 
at present very shallow, though the diffusion of 
The so- 
called students of politics are numerous and a 


special course has been established in each of 


the five or six private law institutions in Tokyo. 
It is well attended by aspiring young men. 
Political Economy and Law are among the 


branches of the new knowledge that have at- 


tained earliest development, and works upon 


these sabjects and societies for their investiga- 


tion are numerous. Still the number that study 


Japanese law historically is extremely few, in 
striking contrast to the number of lawyers that 


have studied Western jurisprudence from its 
practical aspect. Only Prof. Miyazaki, of the 


Imperial University, and two or three others 
can be credited with any deep research into 
ancient Japanese law. 
apply to the present state of political economy 


These remarks also 


in Japan. The practical application of the 
science of statistics is very greatly advanced. 
In every large Government Office there is a 


special section for the compilation of statistics, 


and the Cabinet has a special bureau devoted 
There are two statistical 


police, and so forth are issued every year. Lastly, 


comprehensive annual statistics are issued by the 


Government. While the practical application of 


statistics is so well advanced, itis curious to see 
the scientific part of the art virtually monopoliz- 
ed by Mr. Kure Banso. Mr. Kure has published 
several works in his own name, but they are 
either translations or compilations. 
as xscience, are decidedly in an embryonic stage 
in Japan. 
of the new and imported knowledge at large, 
the success thus far attained augurs well for the 
future. 
other sciences, has altained great development 
both theoretically and practically. 
earnest of better things to come that the number 
of students devoting themselves to the various 
branches of mechanical, electrical, 
engineering are steadily increasing. Already a 
good many of the less elaborate forms of 
machinery are made in Japan. 
natural sciences thatthe number of specialists 
and the results attained are yet comparatively 
insignificant, 


Statistics, 


Turning to the practical application 


Medicine, introduced in advance of all 


It is an 


and civil 


It is in the 





ECONOMIC TOPICS. 
a 
The market price of commodities has begun 
to show a marked tendency to decline. Wit- 


ness the following table :— 


Decline compared with 

prices ruling at the bee 

ginning of the current 
year. 


Per cent. 

White cotton piece goods .......s.cceeee 14.7 
Waste Silk (mawata) v.ccccccccccccecosere 5.5 
Guinea cotton ...... (abGieyedanaukwocddacies 1.1 
Imported yartis....cccsccssccescscecscssvenes 11.7 
Shirtings........ daphesdniedeadey cevebavewedneas 5.1 
RGLOSENG © cedsadisviesiiwcixancetbaevdcrcaener 14.7 
Rape-seed oil...... geveahanboacantvccastaiesss 560 
Soy iGiDbeasonbeued sesenauesuasanavadususecseucne 16.2 

WON. cas cesnrnonceRvesseaiceapeneasacechuntane 0.3 
Ia S eccacaeensckeaviasenretisenecds Kevadnwies ee 
Coal {sanivedsageiprseaset janceseax.- 70 
Copper .rscccoees sawieasesanactetsiadanes evsee 39 
NAS. csstaveswedsessiaes wasanueaviikanias bie TASS 


Miscellaneous VAL soincscevevns cnxeaness 1.1 


It is true that several other commodities, as 
table-salt, wheat-flour, saké, timber, manures, 
and so forth, show quite a contrary tendency to 
the above. But, roughly speaking, the market 
price of commodities may be said to have en- 
tered the downward grade. In the case of gold- 
using countries, the fall may be more or less 
due to the appreciation of silver. But the change 
in the gold price of the white metal seems 
too recent to be counted a strong factor in 
this question. A far portent cause is the exces- 
sive quantity of stocks in hand, the result of an 
expectation on the part of merchants and pro- 
ducers that the demand for their commodities 
must increase rapidly after the war. The Shogyo 
explains that the comparative inactivity of 
demand at present may be ascribed, first, to 


Google 


the general depression prevailing among the 
the people in consequence of the retrocession 
of the Liaotung Peninsula, and in the view of 
the constant recurrence of troubles in Korea ; 
secondly, to the feeling of caution naturally 
inspired by the prospect of increased burdens 
of taxation; and, lastly, to the comparatively 
low prices ruling in the rice market, which 
have affected the purchasing power of the agri- 
cultural class. As matters stand at present the 
declining tendency of prices will probably he 
continued, especially if the appreciation of the 
gold-price of silver does not stop. 

The trying ordeal through which the Japan- 
ese cotton-spinners have passed without suffer- 
ing the serious loss apprehended at first, should 
furnish encouragement to the silk-men of Yoko- 
hama. During the war with China, the spin- 
ners, particularly those of Osaka, had to face a 
state of affairs not unlike that now confronting 
the dealers of Yokohama as well as the sericul- 
turists of certain districts. The Osaka spinners 
‘also applied to the Nippon Ginko for relief, but 
without saccess, and they ultimately succeeded 
in tiding over the emergency. Sericulturists 
and silk-brokers have enjoyed such prosperity 
for years that they must not be dismayed by a 
temporary change of fortune now. 

Though the reaction from the strict frugality 
practised by the people during the War has 
been considerably checked by the various com- 
plications that have overtaken Japan since the 
conclusion of peace, none the less a tendency 
toward luxury seems to be growing persistent- 
ly. The chief.cause appears to be the passage 
of large sums of money into the hands of the 
people. How much wealthier the middle and 
lower class grew during the war may be partially 
inferred from the fact that about six million yen 
was transmitted through the post by officers and 
men to their families at home. It results, that 
the purchasing power of a section of the people 
has been considerably increased, though the 
low price of rice exercises an opposite effect in 
the case of agriculturists. From the Customs 
returns it appears that the import of articles 
belonging to the category of luxuries shows 
marked increase. 

The reason that led the French Government 
to impose an import duty of 6 francs on Japan- 
ese bleached Aadbutaye, is interpreted by the 
F i¢ to be simply a desire to protect the home 
industry. Fashion in France has of late turned 
to the lighter variety of hadusaye in preference 
to the heavier. But the production of light 
woven silk is exceedingly difficult in France, 
where the work is chiefly done by machinery, 
and, moreover, in point of price the French 
fabric cannot compete with the Japanese. 
Hence the Government’s resolve to resort to 
artificial protection for the sake of developing 
the home industry of hadufsaye. Already the 
step taken by France has affected the Japanese 
industry to a considerable extent, the market 
price of habusaye having fallen by as much as 
18 per cent. Further, the anxiety of exporters © 
to get goods into France before the date for the 
imposition of new daty, has caused the staple 
to be sent in extraordinary quantities to Yoko- 
hama, where more than 100,000 pieces are now 
in store. The producers of the article and the 
merchants dealing in it are reported to be 
deliberating as to the wisest course under the 
circumstances. 





THE REGISTRAR OF H.B.M.'s COURT 
FOR FAPAN. 
———————_»@—____— 





Mr. A. E. Wileman has has been appointed 
Registrar and Interpreter to H.B.M.'s Court for 
Japan, and will shortly leave Tokyo to take up 
the duties of the post. 


RETURNING RESIDENTS. 
> —_—— 

The exodus of popular residents from which 
Tokyo has suffered so mach of late is now 
happily compensated in some degree by the 
return of the Right Reverend Bishop Bicker- 
sleth and Mrs. Bickersteth, and the Venerable 
Archdeacon Shaw and Mrs, Shaw. 


388 


POLITICAL ITEMS. 
———_——_——_—__-— 

Lieut.-General Viscount Takashima Tomono- 
suke has been appointed to the portfolio of the 
new Colonial Department, which rejoices in the 
decidedly cacophonous appelation of Zaku- 
shoku-mu-sho. In consequence of the Em- 
peror’s indisposition—His Majesty is suffering 
from influenza—the ceremony of investing the 
new Minister could not be performed at the 
Palace, and the Viscount’s patent of office had 
to be conveyed to him by a Private Secretary 
of the Minister President of State. It is ex- 
pected that Mr. Kitagaki Kunimichi, now Chief 
of the Hokkaido Administratiun, will be appoint- 

ed Vice-Minister of the Department. 


The rumours recently current as to the retire- 
ment of Count Mutsu from the Cabinet, and 


the succession of Count Kabayama, or Count 


Matsukata, or Baron Ito Miyoji, or Baron Suye- 


matsu Kencho, or Baron Hayashi, to the port- 


folio of Foreign Affairs or of Home Affairs, 


are contradicted by the Michi Michi Shimbun. 
As to Count Mutsu, our contemporary alleges 
that he is determined to remain at the Foreign 
Office ; that his return to Tokyo is imminent, 
and that unless he be very strongly urged by 
his colleagues to retire for the sake of his 
health, he will not give up his portfolio. 
Thus, the new Colonial Department having 
received its chief in the person of Viscount 


Takashima, there remains only the Home De- 


partment to be disposed of. Concerning the 
latter, no decision, we are informed, has yet 
There is talk of Count Itagaki’s 
being given the portfolio, and there is also talk 
of the present Acting Minister being confirmed 
This second course would leave 
Nothing can 


been taken. 


in the post. 
the portfolio of Justice vacant. 
yet be confidently predicted. 


On the subject of the wild slanders uttered 


against the Liberals, National Unionists, and 


Independents that supported the Government 
in the recent session of the Diet, the Michi 


Nichi justly remarks that falsehoods so obvious- 
ly malignant scarcely merit serious notice, and 
is astounded that a foreign local journal should 


reproduce them with words of credence. Yet 


the Nichi Niché should not be surprised. 
Where there is question of a libel injurious to 
Japanese reputation, the journal referred to Is 
not the only foreign newspaper that never at- 
tempts to discriminate, but greedily seizes upon 
the story and publishes it as another proof of 
Japanese depravity. No thoughtful person 
could really believe for one instant that, in con- 
sideration of the services rendered by them in 
the Diet, the Liberals should demand a sum of 
a hundred thousand, or two hundred thousand, 
yen from the Government. Where on earth 
could the Government find such an amount 
for such a purpose? The canard is of a piece 
with the constantly advanced charge that the 
Liberals have shamelessly sold themselves to 
the Government and betrayed the interests 
of the nation. One would suppose that the 
present Cabinet Ministers were arch traitors, 
worthy of national execration, instead of being 
men to whom their country owes a deep debt 
of gratitude; men that have proved themselves 
thoroughly capable and upright administrators. 
Nothing could be more extravagant and ridicu- 
lous than to call politicians corrupt renegades 
because they extend their support to such a 
Cabinet. The Michi Nich? further denies most 
unequivocally that there is any dissatisfaction on 
the part of the Liberals, or that any conditions 
were attached to their friendly attitude towards 
the Government in the recent session. Our con- 
temporary very frankly admits, however, thatin 
view of the en/enée essential to future cOopera- 
tion between the Government and the Liberals, 
the former proposed Count Itagaki’s admission 
to the Cabinet. The Count refused at first, but 
being strongly urged by his Party to accept, is 
now disposed to do so. It is understood, how- 
ever, that unanimity does not exist among the 
Cabinet Ministers as to the appointment, and 
the issue is consequently uncertain. Bat cer- 
tainly nothing could be more natural, or more 
consistent with the system that the Opposition 


themselves profess to desire, than the admission 
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into the Cabinet of the leader of the political 
party from which the Government derives ils 
That isa custom 


adopted in all constitutionally governed Wes- 


principal strength in the Diet. 


tern States. 


2 
OOOO ————oer—-_—aoavo 


GRADUATION CEREMONY. 


——_—_—_—@——__- ——_ 


Last Saturday the Seisoku Jinjo Chugakko 
held its graduating exercises and athletic sports 
in its spacious and well laid out grounds in 
As has been the case with al- 


Shiba Park. 
most every educational institution in the coun- 


try, the school has had a very successful 
year, and is in a very prosperous condition. 
There are more than three hundred pupils 
in attendance, and their progress during 
the year has been highly satisfactory. A new 
and spacious structure has been added to the 
other buildings on the grounds, and the citi- 
zens of Shiba have not slackened in the interest 
they take ina school which, to a very greal ex- 
tent, owes its very existence to their initiative 
and zeal in the cause of education. The 
number of graduates, thirty-five, is the largest 
that ever graduated from the school. Appro- 
priate addresses were delivered by the Princi- 
N. Kanda, by Prof. Toyama, and 
The occasion 
was honoured by the presence of the Vice- 
Ministers of State for Education and Communi- 
cations, Messrs. Makino and Suzuki, and Messrs. 
Motoyama Zen, Magoshi Kyohel, Magaki Jocho, 
as well as by a large number of Japanese and 
foreign gentlemen, especially parents and rela- 
tions of the graduates and students in attendance 
at the school. The athletic sports in the after- 
noon, always a special and highly popular feature 
of the commencement exercises of the Seisoku 
Jinjo Chugakko, proved even more altractive 
About three thousand spectators 
were counted on the fine slope of the school 
grounds, and all took a great interest in the 
sports going on in the arena below, while the 
singing of the boys and the strains of the City 


cipal, Prof. 
by Baron Suyematsu Kencho. 


than last year. 


Band added to the pleasures of the day. 


—_— 





IMPORTING THE PLAGUE FROM 
HONGKONG. 
-_—__-____$—_—_ -———- 

DEATH OF A PLAGUEB-STRICKEN CHINAMAN IN 

YOKOHAMA. 


The dreaded plague has made its appearance 
in Yokohama, having been imported by a 
A 
Chinese lad named Li Kyo (Japanese pronun- 


Chinaman lately resident in Hongkong. 


ciation), aged 17, was among the 600 odd China- 


men that came up from Hongkong on the Gaelic. 


He was bound for Calfornia, where he intended 


joining his father. Three days out from Hong- 


kong he began to feel unwell, and gradually 


grew worse ; 80 much so that he decided to 


land at Yokohama, where he had friends. The 


Gaelic arrived here on the 29th of March. The 


lad on arrival did not present any unusual 


appearance, nor was he so ill as to fail to pass 


the inspection of the Water Police. With 
the aid of his friends he landed, and at once went 
to No. 145, where a Chinaman named Ah Chin 
resides. He had been there about half-an-hour 
when a decided bubonic swelling was seen in 
his neck, and upon the advice of Ah Chin he 
went off to the Chinese hospital at Ishikawa, 
where he received treatment at the hands of 
a Chinese physician. Other swellings of a 
bubonic nature were now apparent in other parts 
of the man’s body, and the Chinese doctor 
called in Dr. Nakayama Rinsen, of Honcho- 
dori. Before the real nature of the patient's 
malady had been diagnosed, the lad died, 
death taking place about 2 o'clock on the morn- 
ing of the rst inst., the end being chiefly brought 
about by suffocation. Dr. Nakayama, feeling 
sure that the disease must be of a malignant 
character, reported the matter to the Japanese 
authorities, and Dr. Takagi, who was one of the 
gallant band of Japanese physicians that ac- 
companiéd Prof. Kitazato and Prof. Aoyama to 


Hongkong to investigate the nature of the 
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He at once came 


Plague, was telegraphed for. 
company with Dr. 


down from Tokyo, and in 
Sato, of the Jizen Hospital, proceeded to make 
a thorough investigation. The body had al- 
ready been interred in the Chinese Cemetery at 
Aizawa, but it wasexhumed. Dr. Takagi, upon 
examining the swelling in the neck, discovered it 
to be swarming with the bacilli of the “ Black 
Death” that had been discovered in Hongkong 
in the cases of the plague-stricken, 

Every precaution has been taken by the 
Health Authorities to prevent the dread plague 
from spreading. Every person who came into 
contact with the deceased has been disinfected 
and segregated, while every article of clothing or 
furniture which in way became associated with the 
case has been destroyed. No unnecessary alarm 
need be occasioned if the ordinary precautions 
of health and sanitation are observed, and now 
that one case has occurred increased vigilance 
will be observed by everybody. The other open 
ports have been communicated with regarding 
the matter, and Mr. Mclvor, Consul-General 
for the United States, has cabled Washington, 
and Dr. Eldridge, through the Hawaiian Mini- 
ster in Tokyo, San Francisco, and if possible 
the warning will be conveyed to Honolulu ahead 
of the Gaeléc’s arrival there. This vessel car- 
ried over 500 Japanese emigrants to Hawaii, 
there being fully 1,300 people on board her 
when she left this harbour. It seems an unfortu- 
nate circumstance that the Quarantine Regula- 
tions have not yet been re-enacted in Japan, 
though preliminary preparations have been 
made at Nagaura and other stations. Drs. 
Wheeler and Eldridge urged the reopening of 
the Quarantine stations fully a month ago, and 
the Sanitary Board endorsed their recommend- 
ations, but some unaccountable hitch has 
occurred somewhere in the Department con- 
cerned. The closing of the Chinese Hospital 
at Ishikawa should be immediately enforced. 
It has long been a source of danger—the me- 
thods pursued there constitute it a centre of 
infection for small-pox and similar diseases. 
Dr. Sprague, of the Gaelic, when he examined 
the Chinese on board soon after leaving Hong- 


:}kong, did not detect anything wrong in the 


appearance of any of them, and reported them 
all clean to Dr. Eldridge. Ifthe man was taken 
ill during the voyage, as alleged, then his fellow 
passengers must have leagued together to con- 
ceal the fact, in which concert they were only 
too successful. 





A CASE ON THE “ CHITTAGONG.” 

A case of plague has been found on the 
steamer Chitiagong, just arrived from Hong- 
kong. The patient is a Chinese passenger. Drs. 
Eldridge, Wheeler, Kitazato, Hirose, and Rok- 
kaku have just gone aboard the ship to decide 
what steps shall be taken in regard to the future 
movements of the vessel. 
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COMMERCIAL ATTACHES. 


—____—___@——_—_—_———_—- 


The Hon. G. Curzon, Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, speaking at the an- 
nual dinner of the Wolverhampton Chamber of 
Commerce on January 15th, said that he should 
be “disappointed if the Government did not 
appoint a commercial attaché in Germany, and 
he hoped they would increase the force of these 
officials in other directions.” That is a black 
prospect for the British merchants in Germany 
and other places, if the commercial attaché be 
such a grandmotherly, superflaous, meddlesome 
creature as our calamity contemporary, the 
Japan Gasette, imagines. But perhaps it does 
not much matter, for should a tithe of the same 
journal’s prognostications be verified by facts, 
the countries of Europe will have pulverized 
each other before there can be any further 
question of commercial attachés. 
ee 





Hagiwara Seijiro, a japancee employé of a 
silk firm at No. 179, Yokohama Settlement, 
decamped on the 3oth ult, with yes 3,000 be- 
longing to his employers. The man has not yet 
been arrested.—Boycké Shimbun, 
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THE EGYPTIAN RESERVE. to say, technically legitimate—opposition 
of France and Russia, and it would seem 
that the only course open to her is to 
pay the expenses of the expedition her- 
self, in so far as they exceed other avail- 
able Egyptian resources. If Egyptian 
troops are employed in the expedition, as 
they are, this restriction with regard to 
the means of paying them has little im- 
portance, except as demonstrating the 
spirit that animates France and Russia 
towards England. It is not to be suppos- 
ed that the advance against the Dervishes 
will be curtailed in any degree by the 
attitude of the two Powers. The only 
difference will be that the fruits of an 
expedition paid for with English money 
will belong primarily to England. Italy’s 
disasters in Abyssinia have greatly im- 
paired her value as a factor of the Triple 
Alliance, though it must always be re- 
membered that in Abyssinia the Italians 
have been required to essay the most 
difficult of all military operations, namely, 
a campaign beyond the seas. The mishaps 
that befell Italy’s troops in their move- 
ment against MENELEK seem to have been 
due, in great part, to defects that would 
scarcely be present were Europe the field 
of battle. Be that as it may, however, 
the tendency of things at present is to 
convert the Triple Alliance into a Quad- 
ruple Alliance, Great Britain being the 
fourth member of the union. That would 
suit Germany’s purpose at least as well 
as any understanding with Russia, and 
we may therefore be on the eve of a re- 
grouping of the European Powers. 


in addition to the continuance of the work, 
already commenced on the Hoku-riku and 
O-U lines, included various projects for 
roads in Shinano, the Central Districts, 
and Kiushiu, as well as a scheme for 
doubling the Tokaido Line and effecting 
other improvements on State railways 
already open to traffic. That the Bill 
would encounter any serious opposition 
in either House, did not seem in the least 
likely. The constituencies were all anxi- 
ous that it should be passed, for the people 
in the provincial districts have learned, on 
the whole, to appreciate the immense ad- 
vantages of railways. But an unexpected 
difficulty arose. The Government’s pro- 
gramme contained a line from Hachiwoji, 
in the Central system, to Kanagawa, in 
the Tokaido system, the idea being to 
bring the two systems into connection, a 
perfectly natural plan and obviously re- 
commended by financial considerations. 
It appears, however,- that private in- 
terests were involved in this business. 
The Hachiwoji-Kanagawa line is confi- 
dently expected to yield a clear profit of 
7 per cent. on the funds invested, and 
must prove still more lucrative if used to 
transport materials for the construction of 
the central roads. Hence, several associa- 
tions of capitalists are desirous of obtain- 
ing the concession, and itis said that their 
influence was strenuously employed to 
induce the Representatives to exclude the 
road from the State-built category. At all 
events, the Lower House expunged the 
Hachiwoji-Kanagawa line, together with 
the appropriations required for making 
it, and sent the Bill to the Peers with that 
amendment. The Peers, of course, not 
being accessible to considerations such as 
had swayed the Representatives, and 
perceiving the manifest advantages of 
connecting the two systems, rejected the 
amendment and restored the item. Inthe 
Lower House this action evoked some 
excitement. Once more the question was 
raised whether the Peers possess con- 
stitutional competence to resuscitate an 
appropriation that has been expunged by 
the Representatives, and the contention 
being greatly embittered by the introduc- 
tion of that argument, it seemed for a 
time that any agreement between the 
Houses was hopeless, and that the whole 
Bill might be wrecked. The consequence 
of such a result would have been that the 
works of railway construction which the 
Government contemplated commencing 
from April, must be abandoned, and that 
building operations would have to be con- 
fined to the O-U and Hokuriku roads, 
with a paltry fund of about 14 million yen. 
Moreover, it had been found that the ex- 
pense involved in constructing those roads 
would greatly exceed the estimates ;° 
that it would amount, in fact, to fifty 
thousand yen a mile, and that the cost of 
cial move on the part of the two Powers.} until the session just closed could a com-|excavating the Itaya tunnel would be 
England can not employ the Caisse re- plete measure of railway building be con-|200,000 per mile. Under such circum- 
serve in the face of the legitimate—that is sidered by the two Houses, That measure, stances, a fund of 1 million yen—=the 


pee SS oe 
T appears almost certain that the tele- 
gram published by us on Saturday with 
reference to the protest of Russia and 
France against the employment of the 
Egyptian Reserve for the purposes of the 
Dongola Expedition, does not possess 
such ominous import as we were at first 
inclined to attribute to it. The “ reserve” 
referred to is doubtless the monetary re- 
serve in the Caisse, not the military “ re- 
serves,” as seemed to be the natural inter- 
pretation of the message. The money 
now lying in the Caisse amounts to a very 
considerable sum. Last year £340,000 
were added to the steady accumulations 
of previous years, and it would seem a 
perfectly natural and proper course that 
the expense of a military operation under- 
taken for the protection of Egypt, should 
be paid out of this reserve. But it is in 
jhe matter of finance that the Government 
in Paris has always sought to assert its 
influence in Egypt. Our readers probably 
remember that during several years France 
has stoutly opposed England’s pro- 
gramme of converting the Egyptian debt, 
the scrip of which, owing to the skilful 
management of the British experts that 
‘have regulated Egypt’s finances since 
England assumed supreme control there, 
might long ago have been replaced by 
bonds bearing a lower rate of interest. 
There can be little doubt, indeed, that 
had England’s hands been free, the Egyp- 
tian debt would have been nearly extin- 
guished by this time. But nothing of 
that kind would suit the views of France, 
who finds in the debt her sole channel for 
making her voice heard in Egyptian 
affairs. She has always declined to agree 
to a step that would deprive her of that 
channel, unless she received, by way of 
equivalent, a definite engagement from 
England with regard to evacuation. We 
can not be surprised that she should adopt 
such an attitude, or that she and her ally 
Russia should endeavour to work the 
same financial lever to Great Britain’s 
embarrassment at the present juncture. 
No abnormal step has been necessary. 
Each of the interested Powers is repre- 
sented by a Commissioner of the Caisse in 
Egypt, and it is within the competence of 
one or more of the Commissioners to enter 
such a protest as that now attributed to 
Russia and France. The step would not 
carry much menace, and when we remem- 
ber that, in view of the approaching Coro- 
nation Ceremony in St. Petersburg, Rus- 
sia must be anxious to preserve peace for 
the present at all events, the telegram 
ceases to inspire alarm. Meanwhile, the 
Expedition having started, and being now 
far on the way to its destination, can not 
possibly be recalled. But the situation is 
unquestionably complicated by this finan- 





RAILWAYS. 


———_—_——_——— 
OR a moment, during the session of 
the Diet just concluded, the progress 
of railway construction in Japan stood in 
danger of serious interruption. According 
to a law passed by the Diet in the session 
of 1891-2, it was decided that the building 
of certain lines should be undertaken by 
the State, and concluded within the course 
of 12 years the “‘first construction period.” 
Investigations as to the roads whose im- 
portance qualified them for inclusion in 
that period, had not yet been exhaustive, 
but the limits of choice had been suffi- 
ciently fixed to warrant the compilation of 
a list of comparative lines, from among 
which ultimate selection should be made. 
Thus, only the Hokuriku (Wakasa, Echi- 
zen, Kaga, &c.) and O-U (Oshiu, Ugo, 
&c.) roads could be commenced at once, 
the construction of the remainder being 
deferred until another Bill could be sub- 
mitted to the Diet. But the career of the 
Diet in its subsequent sessions was so 
checquered that the war intervened before 
the programme of first-construction-period 
lines received the endorsement of the 
Legislature, and it thus fell out that not 
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whole sum at the Government’s disposal—| for a private Bill passed by the House of 


could not suffice for a year’s operations, 
and the work, already much delayed dur- 
ing the fiscal year ending in April, would 
probably have had to be suspended al- 
together during the next year. When 
news of this deadlock reached the 
people of O-U, Hokuriku, and Shinano, 
and when they learned that their own re- 
presentatives were among the obstructors, 
they caused a very strong expression of 
their sentiments to be conveyed to the 
capital. Hence, as the session drew towards 
its close, a spirit of conciliation began to 
sway the members of the Lower House, 
while the Peers, on their side, though ad- 
hering firmly totheir original opinion, were 
not unwilling to sacrifice something in the 
interests of the Bill as a whole. The 
result was that, on March 23rd, when 
apparently only three days of the session 
remained, the Managers of both Houses, 
meeting in conference, agreed to strike 
out the Hachiwoji-Kanagawa road, and to 
reduce the total expenditure for all the 
lines in the first period of construction to 
59,921,663 yen. Of that total, a sum of 
4,560,000 yen had been expended and ac- 
counted for up to March 31st, 1895, so that 
from April 1st, 1895, to March 31st, 1904, 
the sum to be devoted to the construction 
of State Railways is 55,361,663 yen. The 
details of the programme are as follow, 
the year periods being from April 1st to 
March 31st in each case :— 









































Lins. 6. . . 
Fukushima-Awo- Ven ‘ yey. Y BN. 
MOTI wveceseereeseee 951,708 1,200,000 1,800,000 
Tsuruga-Toyama.. 968,192 1,900,000 1,627,333 
Hachiwoji-Nagoya 350,000 1,400,000 1,900,000 
Shinnonoi Shiojiri. 250,000 900,000 900,000 
Kaidaichi-Kure ... «+ — _ 150,000 
Yatsushiro-Kago- 
ShHIMA .ecsees eeese — _ 400,000 
Himeji-Sakai ...... = = — 
Totals Yes ... 2,520,000 4,500,000 6,777,333 
Linz. 1898-9. 2899-1900. 3900-r. 
Fukushima-Awo- Yen. EN. Yen. 
MNOT! ...csereceeeves 2,200,000 2,100,000 2,043,747 
Tsuruga-Toyama.., ~ — — 
HachiwojieNagoya 2,900,000 4,600,000 4,600,000 
ShinnonoieShiojiri. 1,547,470 — a 
Kaidaichi-Kure ... 600,000 547,707 — 
Yatsushiro-Kago- ‘ 
SHIM .seceeseseee 1,700,000 1,600,000 1,500,000 
Himeji-Sakai ...... -- —_ ' 600,000 
Totals Yen ... 8,947,470 8,847,607 8,743,747 
Ling. T-2. z . x : 
Fukushima-Awo- EN. Yen YEN 
mot eee ceteeneccees = — _ 
Tsuruga-Toyama.. — — = 
HachiwojieNagoya 4,650,000 — — 
Shintionoi-Shiojici, = — _ — 
KaidaichieKure ...°0  — — — 
| Vatsuehiso-Kago- 
Shima ..ccee, seoes 1,500,000 1,526,792 _ 
Himeji-Sakai ...... 2,000,000 2,500,000 2,848,714 
Totals Yer ... 8,150,000 4,026,792 2,848,714 


These figures are independent of 4% mil- 
lion yen, in round numbers, voted for 
doubling the Tokyo-Kobe, and effecting 
other improvements. 

If the Peers, in order to save the Go- 
" yvernment’s Bill from failing altogether to 
become law, consented to expunge the 
Hachiwoji-Kanagawa line, which, accord- 
to every consideration of economy and 
convenience, ought to have been includ- 
ed, they, in turn, showed very little respect 
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yen of revenue; and that to offer such en- 


Representatives, having for its object the 
addition of a number of lines to the list of 
First-Period roads, the increase of the 
total expenditure to 130 million ye, and 
the extension of the period to 15 years. 
The Peers, doubtless acting in sympathy 
with official views, decided that such a 
large augmentation of outlay could not be 
sanctioned, having regard to the heavy 
expenditures already confronting the State 
on other accounts during the next ten 
years. 
Special Committee charged with the duty 
of reporting on the Bill sent up from the 
Lower House, stated, on behalf of the 
Committee, that when the Representatives 
struck out, with one hand, a line of such 


Moreover, the President of the 


manifest importance as that between 
Hachiwoji and Kanagawa, and inserted, 
with the other, eight additional lines of 
comparatively minor importance, they 
adopted a course that did not commend 


itself for consistency. 








IMPERIAE DIET. 


bide, Sages ewe: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 26TH. 
HOUSE OF PEEBRS. 
The House met at 10.45 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1—Second Reading of the Bill for abolishing the Import Duty 


on Raw Cotton. 
a—Second Readings of Bills relating to changes of Divisional 
Boundaries. 


g—Second Reading of Bill relating to Retiring Allowances to 


Employés of the Governor-General’s Office in Formosa, &c. 
4—Supplenentary Budgets for the agth Fiscal Year. 


g—First Rexding of a Bill relating to the Control of japanese 


Subjects in China and Korea. 


6—Consideration of the Lower House’s Amendments in Hok- 


kaido Railway Bill. 
4y—Representation relating to a decennial Census. 
8—Representation relating tothe Establishment of an Agri- 

cultural, Commercial, and Industrial Association. 
oF cpr ccntnnlon relating tothe Establishment of a Shinto 
11—Petitions. 

At the suggestion of the President, the Order 
of the Day was changed for the purpose of con- 
sidering a Government Bill relating to the esta- 
blishment of a Bureau of Formosa Finance. 

Viscount Soga said that before proceeding to 
the regular business of the day, he wished to 
ask why the Final Accounts for the 26th Fiscal 
Year, the Final Accounts Committee’s report 
upon which was understood to have been placed 
in the President’s hands on the 14th instant, 
had not yet been printed and distributed among 
the members. 

The President replied that, in the case of a 
mere report, the time for placing it on the Order 
was a mere matter of convenience. 

Two or three members having spoken briefly 
in favour of bringing on the Accounts at once, 
and the House having voted in that sense, the 
Accounts were placed on the Order. 

No Government delegate being in allendance, 
the consideration of the Bill relating to a Bu- 
reau of Formosan Finance was postponed. 

Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Budget 
Committee, having announced that the Com- 
mittee was prepared to make ils report at once 
on the Supplementary Budgets for the 29th 
Fiscal year, the House agreed to take them at 
once, and passed the six Budgets without debale. 

Prince Konoye, on behalf of the Special Com- 
mittee, reported that the Committee recom- 
mended closer scrutiny of matters relating to the 
abolition of the import duty on raw cotton, be- 
fore passing the Bill in that sense. It was 
urged by thaopponents of the Bill that the cotton- 
spinning factories were already too prosperous 
to need any assistance of the kind ; that in these 
times of large national expenditure, the Trea- 
gury could not afford to forego half a million 


couragement to the import of foreign cotton 
would greatly check the growth of the staple at 





zo—Representation relating to State aid for a School of Japanese. 
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home. On the other hand, the supporters of 
the Bill contended that Japanese cotton could 
never be cultivated so as to be suitable for ute 
at the factories, and that the abolition of the 
import duty would greatly help Japanese manu- 
facturérs to compete with foreign yarns in ‘the 
Clrinese markets. 

Mr. Tanaka Yoshio opposed the Bill, declar- 
ing that it would injure Japanese colton-grow- 
ers for the sake of assisting industrials thet 
stood In need of no such aid; and that it would 
deprive the Treasury of a considerable and 
growing item of revenne. 

Mr. Obata Tokujiro spoke in the opposite 
sense, and the House passed the Second and 
Third Readings of the Bill. 

The Bill for establishing a Financial Bureau 
in Formosa was then taken, as a matter of 
urgency, and passed without being submitted 
to a Committee. 

On the motion of Prince Konoye, two fur- 
ther Supplementary Budgets for the zgth Fiscal 
year were debated without being referred to 
the Budget Committee, and the Elouse passed 
them both, 

The President announced the receipt of an 
Imperial Rescript, prolonging the session until 
the 28th instant. 

The Bill for abolishing Kagawa Division iu 
Tokyo, and the Bill for extending to Em- 
ployés of the Governor-General's Office in 
Formosa the provision of the Law of Officials 
Retiring Allowances, &c., were. passed without 
debate. 

The Final Accounts for the 26th Fiscal Year 
were then taken, and were favourably reported 
on by the Committee, but several questions 
having been raised by members, the discussion 
of the Accounts was postponed by vote. 

The Bill relating to the Control of Japanese 
residing in China and Korea was entrusted toa 
Special Committee. 

Prince Konoye reported that the amendments 
made by the Lower House in the Hokkaido 
Railway Bill did not seem particularly impert- 
ant or commendable, but to reject them at this 
stage of the session would be to destroy the 
Bill’s chance of becoming law for another year. 
It was therefore recommended that they be 
endorsed. 

The House consented to the amendments 
and the Bal was finally passed. 

The four Representations standing 7th, 8th, 
gth, and roth on the Order were passed without 
opposition, and the House having adopted 9 
petitions for presentation to the Government, 
rose at 4.55 p.m. 


HOUSB OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The House met at 10.30 a.m., the Order of 
Day being— 
1—-Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Operation of Ad- 


ministrative Regulations in Formosa. 
a—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Board of Audit 


we 

3—Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Retirement of 
Officials of the Board of Audit. 

4—Consideration of Amendments made by the Upper House in 
the Bills for establishing an Industrial Bank of Japan and 
Banks of Agriculture and Manufactures. 

g--Consideration of the Upper House’s Amendments in 6 Bills 
relating to Changes of Divisional Boundaries. 

6—Settled Accounts for the 26th Fiscal Year. 

g—First Reading of a Bill foramending Law No. 106 of the asrd 
Baal of Meiji. 

8—First Reading of a Bill for amending the Railway Law. _ 

g~—Representation relating to the Destruction of Poisonoas 
Snakes {n Okinawa Prefecture. 

to—Represeftation relating to a change in the Constraction of 
the Yanagase Tunnel. 

1z—Representation relating to the adoption of the Broad Guage 
on Japanese Railway. 

za—Representation relating to Grants in Aid of the Families of 
Persons that perished by Disease in the War. 

139—Petitions. 


Mr. Numata Ugenda complained that the 
Government had made no answer to a Ques- 
tion presented by him. He therefore present- 
ed the Question again. 

Mr. Koizuka Ryo moved, as a matter of ur- 
gency, that the House decline to consider the 
first Bill on the Order. The Government had 
withdrawn it two days ago when the House was 
about to discuss it, and now it was presented 
again with a request for haste. 

This proposal led to an excited debate, and 
Mr. Koizuka finally declared that his purpose 
was merely to warn the Government against a 
repetition of procedure showing such a want 
of consideration for the House’s dignity. 

The President-said that ag a precedent ‘exist- 
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ed for the line taken by Mr. Koizuka, he should 
ask the House to decide whether urgency be 
granted for Mr. Koizuka’s motion. 

The House declined to grant urgency. 

The President explained that the Government 
had accompanied the first three Bills on the 
Order with a request that they be considered 
urgent, and debated without reference to Special 
Committees. 

Several questions having been asked with re- 
ference to the first Bill—(vide Proceedings of 
Lower House, March 17th)— 

Mr. Kusakari Shimmei moved that the Bill 
be handed toa Special Committee, 

The President pointed out that such a course 
was impossible, in view of ye Government’s re- 
quest accompanying the Bill. 

Mr. Kono Hironaka said that the measure 
being of great importance should not be lightly 
treated. Moreover, he desired to move an 
amendment, bat was not prepared to do so at 
the moment. He asked, therefore, that the de- 
bate on the Bill be postponed to a later hour. 

Various conflicting opinions having been ex- 
pressed, and the House showing some excite- 
ment, 

The Government Delegate asked the mem- 
bers to reflect quietly what possible means ex- 
isted for governing Formosa unless this Bill 
were passed. 

The President said that two questions were 
before the House, first should the Bill be en- 
trusted to aSpecial Committee; secondly, should 
its place on the Order be changed. 

Mr. Kono Hironaka had understood the Pre- 
sident to rule that the Special Committee ques- 
tion was impossible, and in consequence of that 
ruling, he had proposed to change the place of 
the Bill on the Order. 

The President, without further parley, asked 
the House to vote whether the Bill should be 
entrusted to a Special Committee, and the 
House voted in the affirmative. 

The Bills relating to the Board of Audit were 
passed without debate. 


approved of the Bill for giving the force of law 
to administrative orders issued in Formosa, but 
recommended that a provision be added, limit- 
ing the operation of such orders to 3 years. 

After some discussion, the House passed the 
Bill as amended by the Committee. 

The President having announced the receipt 
of an Imperial Rescript prolonging the session 
until the 28th inst., the House rose at 3.30 p.m. 


In answer to a question, the Government 
Delegate said that the Government wished the 
Bill to pass, but he admitted that its advantages 
or disadvantages were still open to question. 

This led to several questions. Mr. Mitsukuri 
Rinsho declared that whereas the Government 
opposed, on the one hand, the abolition of the 
Special Municipal System in the Three Cities, 
they now professed approval of a measure greatly 
extending localautonomy. Evidently the policy 
of the Cabinet in the matter of Local Govern- 
ment was unstable. Mr. Yasuba Hoan asked 
whether the Government contemplated putting 
the Bill into operation as a mere experiinent. 
Viscount Soga said that the Bill seemed to have 
emanated from the Liberals, and Mr. Murata 
Tamotsu asked whether, at this rate, the public 
elections of District Headmen would not be an 
accomplished fact next year. 

Viscount Soga regarded the Government's 
attitude towards the Bill as one of indifference. 
They neither wanted it to pass, nor wished it 
to be rejected. In fact, they appeared to regard 
it as the result of an unwelcome but necessary 
political surrender. He should vote for the 
rejection of the Bill. 

Not a single member voted for the Second 
Reading of the Bill. 

Count Ogimachi, on behalf of the Special 
Committee, reported that the views of the Com- 
mittee had been somewhat divided with regard 
to the Bill for amending the Law of Election. 
The object of the Bill was to extend the fran- 
chise. It proposed to lower the age of candi- 
dates and electors, and to reduce the qualifica- 
tions for the franchise. It was possible that‘a 
broader system might result in the election of 
better representatives, but no grounds yet ex- 
isted for entertaining that hope, and the 
majority of the Committee seriously questioned 
the advisability of placing political power in the 
hands of very young men. Moreover, the in- 
creased taxation now about to be imposed 
would, of itself, have the effect of extending the 
franchise, and it did not seem advisable under 
such circumstances to pass a measure of the kind 
now proposed. Therefore the Committee re- 
commended the rejection of the Bill. 

Mr. Suyematsu Kencho, Government Dele- 
gate, in reply to a question, said that, while the 
Government did not approve of the Bill in its 
present form, they desired that it should be 
passed with amendments. The Law of Elec- 
tion, being an appendix to the Constitution, 
ought to share the latter's general immutability, 
but must be mutable if necessary. The main 
object of the Bill was to reduce the qualifica- 
tions for the franchise. Accordittg to the pre- 
sent limit, namely 15 yes annual payment of 
national taxes, the franchise was limited to some 
460,000 or 470,000 persons, and in some of the 
small towns the number of qualified electors 
was exceedingly small. On the whole, the re- 
duction of the qualification to § yes appeared 
about suitable. Were the Bill amended in some 
respects, the Government could support it. 

Some questions were asked and answered, 
but only one member voted for the Second 
Reading. 

Mr. Sone, Government Delegate, briefly ex- 
plained the Government's objectiofis to the Bill 
relating to Pensions. The measure proposed to 
re-open a question that had been disposed of 
More than twenty years ago, and to disturb 
arrangements that had been made with all due 
precautions against unfairness or cause of legi- 
timate complaint. 

The Bill was handed toa Special Committee, 
to which was also entrusted the next Bill on the 
Order, 

The Bill for amalgamating five of the Tokyo 
District Courts into one, was handed to a 
Special Committee, and the House rose at 
3.10 p.m. 


FRIDAY, MARCH 27TH. 
HOUSE OF PBERS. 
The House met at 11.05 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 


1.—First Reading of the Bill relating to the Operation of Ad- 
ministrative Crders in Formoss. 

a.—First Reading of a Government Bill relating to the Issue of 
Loan Bonds by Local Communes on account of Extraordi- 
nary Engineering Expenditures, etc. 

3-~—Second Reading of the Bill seeking post-fasto approval of 
Disbursements from the Reserves in the 27th year of Dfcisi. 

4-—Second Reading of the four Bills seeking post-facto approval 
of Disbursements from the Surplus Revenue on account of 
Expenditures over and above the Kudgetary Items in the 
agth year of MeiZi; Approval of Disbursements from the 
Reserve on account of Expenditures in the Special Accou:t 
of the Tokyo-Osaka Arsenals for the agth year of DMeigi ; etc, 

s.—Second Reading of thc Settled Accounts for the 26th Fiscal 


Year. 

6.—Second Reading of the Bill for amending the Local Go- 
vernment System. 

g—Second tteading of the Bill for amending the Law of Elec- 
tion for the tiouse of Representatives 

8.—Firet Reading of the Bill relating to Pensions for Merito- 
rious Services. 

9.-—First Reading of the Bill for amending Law No. 80 of the 


agth year of ji. 
10.—First Reading of the Bill relating to the Jurisdiction of 
Law Courts. 

‘The President having announced that the 
Government desired urgency for the first Bill 
on the Order, and the Government Delegate 
having explained that the repeated disturbances 
in Formosa, which had now at length been re- 
duced to a state of tranquillity, necessitated the 
investing of Administrative Orders with the 
force of Law, some questions were asked and 
{ answered, and the Bill was entrusted to a Spe- 
cial Committee with instructions to report on it 
in the course of the day. 

The Government Delegate, introducing the 
Second Bill, explained that the power of 
raising money for public works by issuing loan 


. , bonds was already vested in communes where 

On the motion of Mr. Hoshi Toru, the Order 
was changed for the purpose of debating a Sup- ni mc madanoinacted air peer at nd 
plementary Budget for the 29th Fiscal Year, | ‘OfC* Our Was "4 po ie ee a . 
and the Budget was passed. the necessity for such a course might be 

Mr. Nakano Buyei asked whether reasonable equally ara) een eet apa advisable 
hope could be entertained of the Government’s| '° ag nail 2 re ve ar ames 
Industrial Bonds being subscribed, in view of]. Eee een ere Neer eee Oe ges 
the recent failure to float a third installment of gare Bill ki val f 
‘lie Warloan: e four 55 see ng a la yee a 

The Government Delegate replied that the ipa ak me searaheg Ney shad saan 
two cases were very different. Mr. Nakano must SYOOMG C3 tL IDE 2 70M ERC OF res, Were 
be aware that many special considerations had passed without discussion, Having Deen faxour: 
effected the last issue of the War Bonds. ably reported on by the Budget Committee. 

The House endorsed the amendments made On taking the Settled Accounts for the 26th 
by the Peers in the Bills standing 4th and 5th hdal Year, capone ge ala Br 
on the Order. clothing for officials in the Yokohama, Post 
ov rite ee ion ee ae Fiscal Office. It appeared that tenders for the cloth- 

The Bill for amendin Law No. 106 of the|img were invited and duly submitted, but the 
azrd year of Meiji was sejaclad: and the Bill for Government, alleging that there bad been — 

ding the Railway Law was withdrawn. omission in the conditions of tender originally 
rh a h + ihe following “Re: imposed, had called for a second tender. Such 

oes ee He: Pease ae 8 procedure was illegal, and had already been so 
presemstone a adjudged by the House. He also pointed out 
a textual error in the accounts. 

Mr. Murata Tamotsu explained that, as a 
member of the Settled Accounts Committee, he 
had questioned the Government Delegate -on 
the point adduced by Mr. Mitsukuri, and had 
been informed that the custom of calling for 
tenders a second time had been limited to the 
Communications Department, and had been 
forbidden by the Government in 1892, not, 
however, by openly proclaimed Ordinance, 
since the circumstances did not seem to require 
such acourse. Unfortunately, the veto did not 
receive complete recognition, and the Yoko- 
hama Post Office Authorities had fallen into 
‘the same error in 1893. Steps were then taken 
to render impossible any repetition of the ir- 
regularity. 

” The House passed the Accounts. 

Prince Tokugawa, on behalf of the Special 
Commitee. reported that the Committee were 
unanimous in recommending the rejection of 
the Bill for amending the Local Government 
System. (Vide Proceedings of Lower House, 
January 17th.) 


1.—A Representation urging that steps be taken 
to make medical inquiry into the question of 
poisonous snake bites in Okinawa Prefecture, 
and to promote the destruction of the reptiles. 

2.—A Representation urging that the broad gnage 
be substituted for the narrow on Japanese 
railways. : 

3.—A Representation urging that the families of 
men who lost their fives through sickness 
contracted in the field during the war, should 
be aided in the same way as the families of 
men killed in battle. 


The House decided to submit to a Special 
Committee a Representation urging that the 
Yanagase Tunnel be re-constructed at its 
southern exil, so as to prevent a repetition of 
the disasters suffered three years ago, when it 
became a channel for carrying into Echizen the 
water of an inundation that should have flowed 
in Omi; and further urging that due compensa- 
tion be given to the sufferers by that catastrophe. 

The House then adopted 8 petitions for pre- 
sentation to the Government, and rejected 3. 

Mr. Hatoyama Kazuo, on behalf of the Spe- 
cial Committee, reported that the Committee 


SATURDAY, MARCH 28TH. 
HOUSK OF PEERS. 
The House met at 10.55 a.m., the Order of 
the Day being— 
Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Operation of Ad- 


ministrative Orders ia Formosa 


s.—First Reading of the Bill for amending the Local Govern- 
ment System. 


$-—Eirst Reading of a Bill for the Protection of Fire Brigades. 
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4-—First Reading of a Bill relating ito Divisional Changes. part of producers and consequent inferiority in | arrival of the news of the He of Inouye, 
Sco cteessatacion relating to the Protection of Cotton-growing, | the quality of the goods produced. To correct | Japanese Police were despatched, ee noes 
The Presid need that the closing | ‘bat defect, combinations among the traders| with native constables, to the scene of the mur- 
palit pte Pera ld take pl es concerned was the most effectual measure.|der. There they discovered that the native 
eat niet rte eee nee ae Experience had showed, however, that purely | Police hei on the erg - ay riot 
: : : ivate guilds or associations lacked compet-|not only made no attempt to extend pro- 
Viscount Soga, on preeee the tie ae shee e achieve anything. It appeared a tection to the Japanese resident, but had never 
mittee, reported bat: tie nrormation tarnisie sential that some measure of official authority | taken any steps to ascertain the circumstances 
sone Commilice bye perce eee should be given to the proceedings of such an] attending the incident or to arrest the offenders. 
in reply to questions, nad satiated Ap — ahi association, and though that course might] Under the circumstances, the Japanese Police 
advisability Ob the: course eaotempiate J ri seem more or less opposed to complete freedom | could do nothing but arrest the offenders them- 
Bill, The reat ng at ry agente ti * | of trade, the Committee held that the lesser] selves and convey them to Séul. The culprits 
clause added by the fae eae ernie ee evil must be accepted for the sake of correcting | were handed over to the native Authorities, as 
the operation of rey Fort id ee he: v2 i the greater. They therefore recommended the] provided in the Treaty, but the latter, without 
soomec iia oe ea eae th nae ie Bill with some amendments. subjecting them to examination, set them free 
on the sane ge sa pats bei ee ‘call Mr. Kusakari Shimmei strongly opposed the| the very next day. The second case was the 
within thattime. But the pear em eaald Bill, characterizing it as a measure calculated | murder of Tanaka Waichi, in Soul, on the rith 
ee eee noe + There. | to seriously impair individual freedom. February. On that occasion many Korean 
SORT ORA aiabaeh pe Pasreece al me it a Mr. Kaneko Kentaro, Vice-Minister Agri-| Police were lounging in the vicinily of the spot 
aah : aang lene ING eechae ee Third | Culture and Commerce, admitted that the mea-| where the man was being subjected to the vio- 
Readings a eeeisaledy: ° sure might interfere slightly with individual free-| lence rte mob, and ae aera witnessed 
' dom, but urged that when liberty was perverted |it, yet they never interfered, or look any steps 
aaa rte ade sre set tkgnehe el into ieceen (6 the general detriment of the|to arrest the offenders. Nothing has yet been 
Bill i re Ag abet ate The report was wholly country’s progress, its ceased to deserve un-|heard as to the arrest of the persons who caused 
f ie to the Bill. and after some discus-|CO™Mpromising respect. The merchants were | the death of Tanaka. The number of Japanese 
sitet kaiete ah rejected all desirous of having this measure enacted, and marcecy by oe _ the oe districts 
: the Government consequently approved the Bill. | of the peninsula totals about 30, and yet, up to 
Bd sire bn see el hes pe ie Dill for Mr. Kurihara Ryoichi sbinted: out that as it] this day, the Korean Government has not arrest- 
of wi ing t Co t 8 | bonds would be optional for merchants {o join the|ed one suspected murderer. A rumour is even 
sathonene se ie eee cotditiee cealecesi: Association, no impairment of personal liberty | circulated that, so far from taking steps to arrest 
liane a Pahedce havine syaperied could take place. the murderers of the Japanese, some Koreans 
favourably. he Bill wae passed. The House passed the Bill. are 80 depraved as to instigate the people to 
The Bill for amalgamating five District} The Order was changed for the purpose of|issult and assault every Japanese they ee 
Courts in Tokyo into one, to be called the | Considering the Upper House’s amendments The case at Ma-pho did not differ from that in 
Tokyo District. Court ean: then taken and| Of the Bill for the control of Japanese subjects | Sdul, and was due tothe criminal negligence of the 
ued . : China and Korea, and the House endorsed oe ier ae news ae the Japan- 
; : +a] | the amendments. ese Consulate thata Japanese had been mortally 
Pah a hap three Bills were entrusted to Special The Bill for the inspection of on Worm wounded rear es re Pe 
WE : Eggs led to some debate. e Government | conveying the intelligence to the Police Board, 
in Cline andtuete salto tle ec a Delesals said that the Government could not| caused several Japanese Police to hasten to the 
was passed within slight amendments. assent to it. spot. The constables despatched by the Korean 
The Order was changed for the purpose of| At this point the President announced that Police Board simply looked idly on and neither 
reading the Bill sent up from the Lower House | the Upper Honse having been counted out, it inquired into the circumstances nor set about ar- 
for abolishing the Peace Preservation Regula-| W48 useless to proceed with the debate. resting the man’s assailants. The Japanese 
tions, and the Bill was handed to a Special The President congratulated the House on| Police, therefore, undertook the necessary steps, 
Coaimiltes the results of has prediee It — side . Se8- — Rubs erage Seah persons suspected 

: i . | sion of exceptional importance, the Diet being | of taking part in the wounding. 

a sian derral acon esse ue wneohe required to deal with the state of national affairs} Persuaded by bitter experience that the Police 
1.—A Representation urging that as the accu- after the war. They had passed a Budget in-| Board would not extend its protection to Japan- 
mulated stock of raw silk in Yokohama amounted | Volving an expenditare of 150 million yen, and | ese residents, and apprehensive that the hand- 
to 27,000 bales, and sericulturists and silkebrokers | they had considered no less than 426 measures. | ing over of the suspected Koreans arrested by 
were reduced (o a state of great distress, appro-| Whatever had been the fate of these measures, | Japanese Police to the Police Board, would, as 
priate measures to assist them should be taken by | he could not but applaud the diligence required] in the case of the murderers of Inouye Seino- 
the’ Department of State concerned, in accordance | to discharge such legislative work within the suke, end in their being set free, the Consul, 
eit shediciaies.o\ national ethane | t short period of 48 days. ; was obliged to carry out the examination him- 
agar ct ona Japan Guinwanced pis Mr. Kudo Kokan complained bitterly that self. Asa result of the examination, and after 
years ago, had been in a flourishing condition |*he Government's answers to many questions causing the headman of the village of Ma-pho 
until the Afeifi era, it had subsequently fallen into | Submitted by members had been made en masse | to forward a written pledge that he would never 
a state of decay, its place being taken by imported | at the very end of the session, He denounced | suffer a repetition of such an outrage on Japan- 
cotton, and the Government's attempts, made 16 | such procedure as totally opposed to the princi- | ese—in addition to a promise that he would 
years ago, to resuscitate the industry had poved | ples of constitutional Government, and as most| arrest and bring to trial all suspected criminals 
unsuccessful. Now, further, the home growers | inconsiderate towards the House. —the Koreans arrested by the Japanese Police 
ee La The House rose at 2.55 p.m. j were set free. Such is the actual state of 
another serious blow on their industry. But if the affairs, and though the Consul 8 action Is more 
country came to depend entirely on foreign cotton, or less open to the charge of being at variance 
great distress might be caused should anything with the provisions of the Treaty, he felt that he 
affect the supply. The Government was therefore was constrained to take such steps, in order to 
extend efficient protection to his nationals, He 
hoped that, should the American Minister hap- 
pen to see the responsible Korean officials, the 


urged to take steps for promoting the home cul- 
tivation of cotton, importing American seed for 

Minister would advise them to exercise proper 
vigilance in protecting Japanese. 


use in Japan, and otherwise assisting the industry, || : 
Poteeeutats ought to be promoted in Formosa |journals, that the Government has been negli- 
The correspondent learned that on the gth 
inst. the American Minister called upon the 


also, gent in providing for the safety of Japanese life 
The President announced the receipt from |2"d property in Korea, At the beginning of 
the Lower House of two measures, but the| March, says a correspondent of the Vomiuri, 
House was counted out at 2.40 p.m. the American Representative in Séul inquired pon | 

of the Japanese Consul as to the authenticity of | Japanese Consul and declared that, it being 

BUSS OEE Seer ener out of the question that affairs in Korea could 

at present be conducted according to the 

routine of ordinary times, he could not but ap- 

prove the steps taken by the Japanese Consul. 


a rumour that, on the occasion of some outrage- 
th et oe met at 1.20 p.m., the Order of ous treament of a Japanese subject by Koreans 
e Day being— 
The same correspondent says that the Japanese 
Chargé d Affaires in Séul is reported to have 


at Ma-pho, Japanese Police were immediately 
x.—Consideration of the Peers’ amendments in the Bill for a 
change of Divisional Boundary in Kagawa Prefecture. depatched to the scene, where they arrested 
a.—Second Reading of the Bill for amending Law No. r0 of the | several suspected Koreans ; and that these 
received instructions from the home Government 
to open negotiations with the Korean Govern- 
ment demanding an indemnity for the survi- 


f Meifi. : 
.Second Reading of the Bill relating to the Inspection of Silk | Koreans have since been kept in custody at the 
Japanese Consulate. This action, the questioner 

vors of Japanese murdered by Koreans, and 
also compensation for damages done to 


Worm Eggs. 
said, was contrary to the provisions of the Japan- 
Japanese residents. According to his inform- 


Korea Treaty. The Consul replied that the 
statements given in the note were anthentic, but 
that he was obliged to take such steps after the 
coup d'état of Feb. 11. He then proceeded to 

ation, the indemnity to be demanded for every 
Japanese murdered is said to be 5,000 yen. 
Already about 30 Japanese have been murdered 
and if this report is trustworthy, the indemnity 


explain the reasons why his action was neces- 
will total nearly a quarter of a million yer. 




































































































KOREAN POLICE AND FAPANESE 
RESIDENTS. 


i oo — 
The latest correspondence from Sdul com- 
pletely refutes the contention of the Opposition 





The House declined to endorse the Peers’ 
amendments in the first Bill. 

The Second Bill was withdrawn. 

The Order was changed for the purpose of 
hearing the Special Committee’s report on the 
Bill for extending State Protection to Associa- 
tions of Merchants engaged in the Export of 
Principal Staples. The Committee's report was 
to the effect that the great obstacle to the growth 
of Japan’s export trade was carelessness on the 


sary and inevitable. The Consul first referred 
to the murder of Inouye Seinosuke in Che- 
chhon, the first of the victims to suffer from the 
brutal behaviour of a Korean mob. On the 
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CHINA NEWS. 
—_—__@—___—_- 

A writer in the V.-C. Daily ews proposes 
a scheme for the regeneration of China. It is 
simply this :—That a liberal and adequate scale 
of official salaries should be adopted, so as to 
obviate the necessity of extortion, which is now 
freely employed to compensate for insufficient 
remuneration. That the severest penalties be 
enacted and enforced for bribery and squeezing. 
That a free newspaper press be established ; 
and that representative government be intro- 
duced. Anything more? 

The Reform Society has been re-established 
in Pekin. The Emperor’s present tutor, who 
appears to be a persona grata with foreigners, 
is appointed head of the Society. 

The new Governor of Kwangtung is Hsu 
Cheng-yi, a man of 70 years, but said to be 
very vigorous. It is expected that he will in- 
slilule sweeping measures to suppress the brig- 
andage that has of late disgraced the south of 
China and harrassed its inhabitants, 

The new Viceroy of Nanking, who was not 
always an advocate of foreign military tactics 
and organization, appears to have been convert- 
ed to more liberal ideas by his experience in 
the recent war. It was feared that on his as- 
sumption of the duties of the Viceroyalty, he 
might discountenance the arrangements made 
by his predecessor for organizing a German- 
drilled corps d'armée in Nanking. But, on the 
contrary, he has taken the matter up with en- 
thusiasm, given a banquet to the entire corps of 
foreign-drilled officers and instructors, thanked 
them for their diligence, and urged them to con- 
tinue their efforts for the creation of an efficient 
and trustworthy army. 


The Corps Diplomatique in Pekin have been 
greatly exercised recently about the choice of 
a language for use in their official intercourse 
with the Chinese. English used always to be 
employed, but a set has been made against it. 
On the occasion of the Imperial Audience 
at the Chinese New Year, the Doyen of the 
Corps Diplomatique made his speech in 
English. The reply was interpreted into 
English, whereupon the Ministers of Russia 
and France called upon the interpreter to 
render it into their respective languages, which 
wasdone. Happily, all the other Ministers pre- 
sent did not insist upon similar consideration 
for their various tongues. Subsequently the 
diplomatic body held a conference to determine 
which language should be thereafter employed, 
and English gained the day by one vote. But 
the matter was not allowed to rest there. Fur- 
ther meetings took place and circulars were sent 
round advocating the use of French. At the 
Imperial banquet French was exclusively em- 
ployed, the United States Representative, who 
is Doyen of the Corps, having, for some inex- 
. plicable reason, consented to the veto against 

English. 

One difficulty against which railways in China 
have to contend is that owing to the privileges 
enjoyed by officials large numbers of persons 
travel free. Soldiers are special sinners in this 
respect. A svldier, when he journeys, is al- 
ways entitled to take a servant with him, and he 
utilises this right to obtain for himself a half, or 
two-thirds, fare from some countryman, whom 
he franks over the journey. Sometimes a whole 
train on the Tientsin-Taku line is loaded with 
these dead-heads. 


Some of the German officers engaged in or- 
ganizing and drilling the new army in Nanking 
have been roughly handled by a Chinese mob. 
Before his departure from the city, the former 
Viceroy, Chang Chih-tung, purchased a piece of 
ground and set preparations on foot to build 
there a military school, barracks, and houses for 
the foreign officers. The situation is said to be 
particulary choice as to its scenic surroundings. 
On March 16th, several of the German officers-— 
there are 35 in Nanking—went to look at the 
progress of the work. They did not ride to- 
gether, having no suspicion of peril. The first 
to arrive, Major Baron Reitzenstein, was im- 
mediately set on by two or three hundred yelling 
Chinese, and received a nasty beating with 
poles and clubs before he succeeded in oxtri- 
















































































































cating himself and riding away. Several of his 
brother-officers, coming subsequently, were 
similarly treated, but happily all escaped with- 
out serious wounds. It is supposed that the 
mol believed the new Viceroy, Liu Kun-yi, to 
be hostile to the foreign-drilled army scheme, 
and were anxious to give practical effect to their 
belief. The Viceroy has issued orders for the 
arrest of the rioters. 

After all the talk about the re-appointment of 
the Black-Flag chief, Lin Yung-fa, to his for- 
mer post of Brigadier-General in Kwangtung 
—an appointment that would have signified the 
Chinese Government’s approval of Liu’s op- 
position to the Japanese in Formosa—the place 
has been given to another official, which means 
that Liu has been dismissed from the Chinese 
service. 

A phrase employed in a proclamation issued 
by the local authorities in Tientsin is significant. 
Hitherto the private manufacture of fire-arms, 
swords, and so forth has been strictly interdict- 
ed in that city. The proclamation in question 
legalizes such manufacture, alleging that it is 
permitted in Western countries, and that ‘it is 
our desire to emulate whatever is good in the 
West.” 

The sudden rise of twenty points in the 
market price of the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank's shares, owing to the success of that Bank 
in securing, in conjunction with the German- 
Asiatic Bank, the new Chinese loan for sixteen 
millions sterling, is stated by some to have 
reached Hongkong first, and is even more con- 
fidently affirmed by others to have been known in 
Shanghai a day earlier than In Hongkong. Pro- 
bably speculators in both places profited. 
Among all the competition for the loan, the 
English and German banks alone seem to have 
attached no conditions irksome to the Chinese. 
The loan is at 5 per cent. and the Banks obtain 
the bonds at 95. 

There is a strong agitation in Shanghai for a 
servants’ registry as the only apparent means of 
securing good domestics. It is an interesting 
fact that the bulk of the Yokohama residents 
have always objected to the extension of the 
Japanese registration system to the Settlement. 
It is also interesting that Yokohama residents 
employ the worst type of servants in Japan. 

The foreign’ community of Tientsin gave a 
banquet to Li Hung-chang as he passed through 
the settlement en rowfe for Russia. It was a 
ost enthusiastic affair. All nationalities unit- 
ed in the demonstration, and there was no mis- 
taking the genuine delight inspired by the re- 
nowned statesman’s restoration to all his old 
honours. Li’s reply to an eloquent speech pro- 
posing his health, ran thus :-— 


once more the cordial relations already existing 
between my country and foreign nations. I leave 
Tientsin, which has been my cesidence for so many 
years, with the earnest desire for its progress, and 
couple with that the welfare of the foreign com- 
munity represented in this Hall, that evokes in 
me so many pleasant associations.——(Cheers.) 
Gentlemen, the prosperity and welfare of the fo- 
reign community of Tientsin | 

From Newchwang correspondence it appears 
that the military works executed by the Japan- 
ese for the defence of Haicheng were of a most 
extensive character. They blasted and cut into 
the solid rock, constructing large semi-subter- 
ranean barracks, and they built forts on all the 
hill-tops commanding the place, so that it would 
have been untenable if captured by an enemy. 





—— 





THE SITUATION IN EUROPE. 
———_——e—-—_——_ 

It is the unexpected that always happens in 
politics. No one could have foretold the extra- 
ordinary disasters that have overtaken the Italian 
armsinAbyssinia. That wholly improbableevent 
occurred, nevertheless, and one of its effects, 
apparently, was to arouse among the Soudan 
Dervishes such a truculent mood that an expedi- 
tion had to be sent from Egypt to anticipate 
and prevent any movement on their part down 
the Valley of the Nile. It seemed, at first, that 
a full understanding existed between the Go- 
vernments in London and Constantinople with 
regard to the settlement of Egyptian affairs. A 
telegram dated at London on the 21st of Feb- 
ruary, said :—‘ Zhe Times’ correspondent at 
Constantinople states that the Saltan has instruct- 
ed the Turkish Ambassador in London to invite 
Great Britain to regulate the situation in Egypt 
with the suzerain power on the basis that it 
guarantees the security of communications be- 
tween India and England.” But if the Sultan 
really sent such instructions to his Ambassador 
in London, he evidently changed his mind very 
soon, for immediately on the despatch of 
the above expedition by Great Britain, he 
complained that he had not been consulted, 
and he further appealed to Russia and France 
to intervene, a course presumably suggested to 
him by those Powers. On the 18th of March, 
the telegraph informed us that ‘ Lord Salis- 
bury, speaking in the House of Lords, stated 
that the expedition had been undertaken after 
communication with the Egyptian and Italian 
Cabinets, and that the former urged the danger 
of an advance by the Dervishes.” Immediately 
afterwards came news of ‘‘an active interchange 
of views between Paris and St. Petersburg,” and 
then a statement that ‘‘M. Berthelet had 
pointed out to Lord Dufferin the serious 
consequences of the Dongola Expedition.” 
And now we have the startling intelligence 
that ‘France and Russia have finally declin- 
ed to assent to the employment of the 
Egyptian reserve in the Nile Expedition.” 
There is no disguising the fact that if this tele- 
gram be correct, the situation is about as strain- 
ed as it well could be. England can not pos- 
sibly bow to the dictation of Russia and France 
in such a matter. So lomg as she remains in 
Egypt, she is responsible for the safety of that 
country, and if she deems it necessary to adopt 
precautions againstan invasion of the Dervishes, 
France and Russia have no conceivable right 
to interfere. Their attempt to do so must be 
construed simply as a plan to humiliate Eng- 
land, or to engage her in war. It is difficult 
to perceive any honorable exit from such a 
situation. The Dongola Expedition is already 
far on its way. To recall it now, even suppos- 
ing that anything of the kind were diplomatic- 
ally possible could scarcely fail to throw the 
whole Soudan into a ferment, and would be the 
inevitable prelude to England’s evacuation of 
Egypt. We do not care to speculate upon the 
contingencies that the telegram suggests, but at 
no time since 1878 has war seemed so immin- 
I am now above to undertake will bring me to the ent pies nae sae ma pa eae sate 
various nations represented here to-night to wil- ing it. xdad they care a0 as me 5 ae 
ness with my own eyes the fruits of the modern of public opinion, they would have chosen a 
Western civilisation and progress of which I have different pretext, but it would appear that they 
always been the advocate and tried to introduce | are content to pursue their object by any route. 
into China—(cheers)—-and to cultivate the friend- ON Rien Oe 
ship of their prominent statesmen for cementing ——— 


With pleasure and gratification I have taken 
cognisance of the Chairman’s speech and beg to 
tender my best thanks to the foreign communily 
for their approval of the sentiments expressed on 
this occasion. During my long official residence in 
Tientsin, in my relations with the foreign commu- 
nity L have always had occasion to experience and 
admire their pood qualities and perfect courtesy. 
lt is therefore most gratifying to me that on the 
eve of my setting out on a distant journey, which, 
undertaken at my age, is uot a task embarked 
upon without some risk oc danger, to find myself 
among such a gathering of old friends and ac- 
guaintances, and accept their assurances and good 
wishes for a safe return to my native land.— 
(Cheers.) My feelings of apprehension of danger 
are overcome by the earnest desire to be useful to 
my sovereign and country, and by the securing to 
them the peace, the preservation of which, al- 
though perhaps contrary to the current of the time 
we are living in, has always been the ideal of the 
Chinese people and the ultimate object of the 
Chinese statesman.—(Great applause.) It is 
pleasant and encouraging to hear and see—as we 
do to-night—that whatever good I did in establish- 
ing harmony between my country and foreign 
nations has met with approval and appreciation— 
(cheers)—-and that Iam expected to do some more 
good in that direction.—-(Applause.) I also look 
forward with pleasure that the long journey which 
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THE RACE OF CHARIOT WHEELS. 
—_———_>—_—_—_ . 


(COMMUNICATED.) 

Concerning the matters set forth in your 
journal and the tales you tell both about the 
Fapan Gasette and the Fapan Herald, whether 
they be true or whether they be false, behold 
there is a rod laid in pickle for you in the 
House of Hades. 

Now forasmuch as the Gods of the House 
of Hades were concerned to know the verity in 
the matter of a report concerning a certain race 
on chariot-wheels in the island of Zipangu, 
beyond the land of Ynde, and because more- 
over it seemed to them a strange thing that men 
‘should be able to ride faster than the air, not 
being drawn by asses or liorses or elephants, it 
was determined that I, who, notwithstanding 
what hath been said concerning me.by a certain 
priest in the city of the Ford of the Ox, ama 
true man and not the Prince of Liars, should 
set forth to this Island of the Ocean Sea to make 
search.in every manner concerning the truth of 
this report. 

For. it hath not been the custom in the 
House of Hades. to listen to the histories 
which are told by the Fapan Maiti, the Fapan 
Gaseile, and the Fapan Herald, both con- 
cerning one another and concerning other men ; 
and the reason is this, that they who came 
to the House of Hades from this Island of 
Zipangu were disposed to dispute nota little, 
but a great deal as to whether the tales you 
told were true or whether they were false. Con- 
cerning this it bath even been told me that 
Charon refused to ferry them from Zipangu 
across the river of Styx, for it often fell out that 
they fell.out in the crossing, disputing among 
themselves on strange matters called ‘“ Treaty 
Revision” and. ‘‘Reuter’s Telegrams "—if in- 
deed there be such things as ‘‘ Treaty Revision” 
and ‘‘ Reuter’s Telegrams "—and the end of the 
dispute was that one of them who disputed fell 
out of the boat—whereby Charon lost his obol. 


However, of this enough. Cancerning then 
my coming to this Island of Zipangu. Behold, I 
stepped out of my ship ata river called the river. 
of Sumida, which is a great river and a labori- 
ous, but not to be likened tothe river of Egypte. 
The people of the town which is on this river, 
when I inquired of them concerning the race of 
chariot wheels, looked on me with amazement, 
going straightway about their business, the which 
is to discover how little they may accomplish in 
the course of one day. 


Wherefore I, being concerned to witness this 
contest, and being moreover much troubled by 
many small children. who cried out strange 
names to me—namely ‘“Tojin” and “ Ijin 
pappa,” the meaning of which I did not ander- 
stand, but conceived to be something strange 
and barbarian, hastened my footsteps towards 
a lofty castle, which was situated on a hill in 
the centre of the town. | 

Now while I stood gazing at this castle, I 
became aware of a great clamour which was 
raised by many men in the distance. And 
though it hath been said of me that I never 
caught a crocodile with cold pig, and that I 
never did visit Assyria, or Babylon, or Ele- 
phantine, yet assuredly have I been in this land 
and what I say is true. This then is what I 
said, namely, many men and women folk of the 
country gathered open-mouthed, and in amaze- 
ment, about others whom I perceived at 
a glance to be people of the Cimmerians, 
which dwell beyond the pillars of Her- 
rales, holding with their hands small chariot 
wheels. And among them, though here again 
men will call me a beguiler and say that I am 
making game and sport, was a woman. Now 
why women should ride these chariot wheels I 
know not, for assuredly there is nothing beauti- 
ful in the manner of going, save indeed its 
swiftness. Yet is it the truth, even as the 
story of the phosnix bird is true, and some 
men say that they do it because in the chief 
city of the country of the Cimmerians the 
daughters of the nobles and of the rich men have 
made it a fashion, while, again, othérs say that 
a new sex is arising among men, which is 
neither male nor. female but half and half, a 


sorry set indeed, wearing ‘‘spats,” whom the 
Barbarians call ‘the Sexless Woman.” But 
this is manifestly a lie, told me by cunning 
and deceitful men, for how can a woman 
be half a man and half a woman, and I declare 
I cannot believe it. 

Then I spoke to one of them which held 
chariot wheels and was followed by a dog of 
savage aspect, and he, at my desire, discoursed 
of these things, interpreting to me the manner 
of going. But as to this latter I know no- 
thing, neither could I understand when he 
spoke to me of “‘tyres” and ‘‘ pedals” and 
‘‘ bykes ” and “ road-scorchers” and ‘‘ monkey 
screws, and many other magical instruments 
which are connected with these chariots. 
Therefore besought I him to discourse no 
further of these same chariot wheels but to tell 
me instead, of himself and who he was. And he 
told me this, namely, that he was a priest and 
that he had learnt to ‘“‘bike” ina month. But 
of the meaning of “ bike” I know nothing or, 
rather, prefer not to tell. Concerning the 
‘ bike,” then, let this be sufficient. Moreover, of 
the meaning of the dog I could tell nothing. 

Now it seemed to me that the priest aforesaid 
regarded me as a poor creature, inasmuch as I 
appeared to know nothing of ‘‘ bikes.” There- 
fore I spoke again to him and said that he and 
his dog brought to my mind a strange and for- 
gotten sight which I had seen in the old days 
in Greece—namely, the chief priest of the 
temple of Pallas Athene tearing down the steep 
slope of the Acropolis, from the feeding of the 
sacred fire, swifter than the wind, and after him 
his dog. Concerning this dog, I am of opinion 
that the dog blew the chariot-wheels, seeing that 
the chief priest had cocked his legs over the 
tiller and was therefore not able to propel the 
machine. 

But when the barbarian priest heard that I 
was named Herodotus of Halicarnassus, he 
refused any longer to regard my story. Now, 
while we were discoursing, they who were to run 
in this race of chariot wheels appeared, and 
they were men of the red-haired barbarians, two 
in number, and of surpassing height and cir- 
cumference. Now I would fain have inquired 
more closely into their circumference, for it 
hath been declared against me that when I 
travelled I knew none of the Fat ones of the 
Egyptains, and these twain were manifestly more 
fat than even the fat ones of the Egyptains. 
Then I inquired of one of them which stood by, 
and he cried “ three parasangs.” Now whether 
he meant that the race was one parasang”™ or the 
men one parasang, I know not, but leave it to 
every man to form his own opinion. 

Having come forth into the street, these twain 
were lifted on to a small leathern seat between 
two wheels by strong men and held tight lest 
they should fall. Then, ata given signal, like 
unto that which was given at the Olympic games, 
they started, working hard with both feet upon 
what these men called ‘ pedals,” the nature of 
which I now know bat for a sacred reason can- 
not tell. And the priest who received me courte- 
ously and discoursed long, also joined in the 
race, though he was not of the competitors, 
which seemed a passing strange thing, for why 
should a man race if it be not to win a prize of 
20 yen or an olive crown. Nevertheless, this 
priest raced and his dog raced after him, blow- 
ing hard. And when they had compassed one 
parasang, this priest was ahead of the other two 
fat ones, and after him his dog. Now the 
least fat of these three fat ones was the last in 
the race, and the most fat was the first, name- 
ly, the priest with the dog. But to any one con- 
sidering it this lumps with my story of the 
Chief Priest of Pallas Athene. Namely, that the 
dog was the reason of the fast going. For he 
on whom the dog blew went fastest and with 
good reason, while he who blew on the dog, 
being near to him, came second, and the last 
fat one, who if there had been no dog in this tale 
should have gained the twenty yen, came last, 
being farthest from the benign influence of the 
dog. 

Concerning then this race, which seemeth 
to me more a matter of the dog than the man, 


* A parasang is alittle over 2,000 yards, 
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let this be sufficient. Having thus witness- 
ed the contest, I was departing on. my way 
when a young man of them which stood by 
came and spoke to me and besought me to learn 
‘one frue story,” for such was his rude man- 
ner of speech, which I might tell the gods 
of Hades concerning a learned man in this 
city, who teaches the science of the making 
of aqueducts and cloaca. For it seemeth that 
this learned man being on a journey ran over a 
cock which was hurrying to a neighbouring 
byre, yet the cock was not hurt but only the 
learned man, who did grievous harm both to 
himself and to his Chariot wheels. But whie- 
ther this be the truth or not, not having seen 
it, I cannot say; for itis not pleasant to me 
to speak things concerning which I know 
not the truth, and as to whether the cock ran 
over the learned man or the learned man ran 
over the cock, not knowing, I prefer not to say. - 
But to me it seems that the cock ran over the 
learned man, or the learned man ran over 
the cock. 

Concerning the matter of the young man, the 
learned man and the cock, then let this be 
sufficient. 

For I departed here from the young man and 
passed into the house called the Club, where 
sat the the two fat ones drinking drinks cun- 
ningly mixed, and of these the best is that they 
call the Cocktail, but why a ‘‘ Cocktail” I know 
not, unless indeed it hath aught to do with the 
learned man and the cock. But concerning 
this matter of the learned man and the cock, 
let this then be sufficient. And I wish you 
farewell and good be with you, valiant strategos, 
for whether a rod bein pickle for you in the 
House of Hades or pickle be in the rod, or both, 
I know not, having not seen them and because 
itis not pleasant to me to speak certainly of 
things which I have not seen. 


SNOW. 
ee eer a Cee Re 
(COMMUNICATED) 

What, snow again? How reluctantly winter 
yields to spring! Just so last autumn contended 
stoutly every inch of the way against the en- 
croachments of winter. Gradually the days 
were shortened and the nights lengthened. 
Gradually the sun, which in midsummer climb- 
ed so high, reached the meridian at a much 
lower elevation. Gradually the fervency of his 
beams diminished. And thus gradually we were 
prepared to endure the bitter cold. 

Every season is beautiful in its way. Amida 
chorus of songs, spring comes forth dressed in 
festal green. Summer in flowery robes gay 
with brightest colours. Autumn in sober hues 
addressing herself to harvesting the golden 
grain and luscious fruit. And last of all Winter 
appears in Northern lands in a robe of purest 
white, radiant with sparkling gems, delighting ° 
the eye with her delicate yet splendid array. 
Winter scenery has a charm of its own. What 
a depth of colouring the sky sometimes has! 
What a soft and glowing atmosphere rests upon 
the earth! How beautiful the pink and mauve 
and purple along the horizon on the distant 
hills! How the leafless trees reveal the wonder- 
ful beauty and exquisite tracery of their branches 
against the sky! And then the snow— 

Oh the snow, the beautiful snow, 

Pilling the sky and the earth below, 

Over the housetops, over the street, 

Over the heads of the people you meet. 

Dancing, flirting, skimming along ; 

Beautiful snow, it can do no wrong, 

Flying to kiss a fair lady’s cheek, 

Clinging to lips in frolicsome freak. 

Beautiful snow, from heaven above, 

Pure as an angel, gentle as love ! 

Winter without snow is like summer without 
flowers. Without it she lacks her crowning 
glory. Than it “earth has no sight more fair.” 
And yet from clouds black as night fall those 
flakes pure as whitest lily. Sometimes indeed 
the snow appears red, not merely on the surface, 
as when we see the effect of the morning or 
evening rays of the sun falling on the snow on 
mountain slopes, but on and below the surface 
for several feet. This is caused by the presence 
of a microscopic plant of the order A/ge@, which, 


Apri) 4, 1896.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 395 


ener SSS hs Ss si 


when mature, is a brilliant globule like a fine 
garnet. Sometimes it is said that on account 
of the reflection of rosy hues in the Western 
heavens, Mount Blanc appears ‘like an enor- 
mous, intensely illuminated, crimson flower 
held up in nature’s white fingers for the sun’s 
dying blessing,” and sometimes ‘the stupend- 
ous precipices and lofty spires of rock or tower- 
ing dome of everlasting snow catch the radiance 
of ruby, topaz, and amethyst from the gates of 
heaven.” These rich colours, however, quickly 
pags away ‘‘like fading hues of even;” but in 
the crevasses may be seen all day long “ fairy 
palaces of sapphire; the walls of ice being of 
the loveliest and most vivid blue colour radiat- 
ing a soft cerulean light.” Yet it is to be re- 
membered that the normal colour of snow is 
white, albeit the tiny crystals of which each 
flake is composed, are of all colours of the rain- 
bow, beautiful as the plumage of rare foreign 
birds, so skilfully combined according to the 
well-known law as to form the purest white, the 
air admitted into the pores of the flakes intensi- 
fying the whiteness. This afternoon it is 
falling, 
‘Transforming the rock into downiest pillow, 
Cresting the hill-top as foam decks the billow. 

If this lasts till to-morrow and the sun bursts 
forth, every leaf and spray will be adorned with 
glittering diamonds and pearls. What curious 
chemistry it must be that high up in the atmo- 
sphere constructs out of subtle vapours these 
lovely crystals? Examine them under the mi- 
croscope and you find a great variety of the 
rarest and most exquisitely beautiful forms. 
Surely here as elsewhere science is the hand- 
maid of devotion ; for as we gaze at these fragile 
forms of beauty, which science reveals to our 
view, our thoughts are lifted up to Him who 
“giveth snow like wool,” every flake of which 
he fashions into perfect loveliness. 

Alas! how little does this portion of Japan 
know of snow. How brief a visit has she an- 
nyally from this lovely stranger! You wake 
some morning to find nature dressed in one of 
her loveliest garbs, like a bride for the altar. 
Bat played upon by sunbeams, or exposed to 
effects of humid mild air, in a few short hours 
scarcely a trace is left behind. Here we see 
little of the beauty and reap almost none of 
the advantages of snow. 

As in other matters, so with regard to snow, 
God makes beauty merely the flower of utility. 
Snow by the Psalmist is compared with wool. 
Like wool it gives warmth. Though cold in it- 
self, yet being a very bad conductor of heat, it 
is to the earth as wool that keeps the body 
warm. Dr. Kane in ‘ Arctic Expeditions,” 
says he found many plants in perfect condition 
underthe snow, which could not have lived 
uncovered. He adds: ‘‘ Few of us athome can 
realize the protecting value of the warm coverlet 
of snow. No eiderdown in the cradle of an infant 
is tucked in more kindly than the sleeping dress 
of winter about this feeble flower life.” Quietly 
sleeping under this soft covering, sheltered from 
freezing winds and terrible frosts, the branch is 
preserved in.the bud, the plant in the seed, and 
the embryo in the egg, while thousands of 
delicate plants and animals pass the winter 
safely, ready to issue forth in the spring. And 
the colour of this covering of grain and plants 
was not chogen capriciously, but as every one 


knows white garments are coolest in summer. 


and warmest in winter. 

Snow is also a fertilizer. Frost like a ploug- 
share serves to disintegrate the soil. 
penetrates beneath the surface and supplies a 
good degree of moisture. When it melts it 
washes away from seeds and plants anything 
that might prevent or injure their growth. And 
the late snows of spring collecting from the 
air ammonia, an important element of the 
food of plants, deposits it ‘upon the springing 
crops. If to plants snow is not unwholesome 
it is of equal benefitto man. We are told that 
in regions where it is not found diseases are 
much more frequent than elsewhere. Travellers 
tells us that in Greenland the air is very salubri- 
ous, pure, and light, and the death-rate low. 
The strong pure breath of winter purges the 
air of pestilential vapours. 


Snow. 


























It would be interesting to notice the many 
kinds of provision for the protection of animal 
life against the terrible severity of the winters of 
the north. Suffice it that He who took care 
when the world was drowned to preserve of both 
clean and unclean beasts, who opens His hands 
and satisfieth the wants of every living thing, does 
not failthem intime of need. ‘ Thy righteous- 
ness is like the great mountains ; thy judgments 
are a great deep; O Lord, thou preservest man 
and beast.” 

Thus are we led to answer the question found 
in Job: ‘The hoary frost of heaven, who hath 
gendered it?” Our idiomatic phrases, ‘it 
rains,” “it freezes,” “it snows,” are pantheistic, 
if not atheistic. So the Hebrews did not think 
or speak. They saw the hand of God in the 
cold splendours of winter, and in the growing 
living charms and fruitful beauty of summer. 
The wind with them was the breath of the Lord. 
“He saith to the snow, Be thou upon the 
earth.” ‘He giveth snow like wool.” He gave 
us rain from heaven and fruitful’ seasons.” 
‘“‘Thou hast made summer and winter.” David 
enumerates among God’s servitors that fulfil His 
word—* fire and hail, snow and vapours, stormy 
winds.” Jehovah Himself put Job to shame 
by questions, among which we find: ‘‘ Hast 
then entered into the treasures of snow? Or hast 
then seen treasures of the hail, which I have 
reserved against the time of trouble, against 
the day of battle and war? Hath the rain a 
father? Or who hath begotten the drops of dew? 
Out of whose womb came the ice? And the 
heavy frost of heaven who hath gendered it?” 

Nor is it difficult for us to see manifold proofs 
of wisdom and benevolence and skill in the 
production of snow; in the formation of ice; in 
the suspension at the freezing point of the law 
that cold always contracts, for at that point ex- 
pansion takes places, which increases the water’s 
volume and makes it lighter than water; in the 
obliquity of the earth’s axis with the plane of its 
orbit; in the instincts of the lower orders of 
being, which prompt them to hide in safe 
retreats, to store up food, to migrate to other 
climes; and in their change of dress as winter 
approaches. Thus it would seem to all but 
the perversely blind an undoubted evidence of 
the existence of an all-powerful and merciful 
Creator, before whom it becomes us to kneel in 
lowliest adoration. M. 
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‘Miscellaneous Formule;” ‘‘ Weights and 
Measures ;” ‘‘ Photographic Literature.” Sach 
a collection of essays seems exhaustive, but it 
is right to note that the preface warns us against 
that conclusion. It tells us that the book is not 
intended to do more than prepare the way for 
the use of such well-known text books as 
Burton’s ‘‘ Modern Photography,” Chapman 
Jones’ ‘Introduction to the Science and 
Practice of Photography,” and Captain D. 
Abney’s ‘Instruction in Photography.” It is 
worthy of notice that out of 132 volumes cata- 
logued as the literature of photography, Messrs. 
Birch and Company specially recommend Pro- 
fessor Burton’s “Modern Photography.” We 
need scarcely add that ‘‘ Photography, its 
Materials and Appliances,” contains minute 
and clearly priced lists of all the articles need- 
ed for photographic purposes, with directions as 
to the manner of ordering them. 


COTTON SPINNING IN SHANGHAI. 
————_e—___——_— 

The London and China Eapress makes a 
comment that seems to us greatly wanting in 
discrimination. Referring to correspondence 
in the Zhe Times, where the possibly prohibi- 
tive effect of transit dues in the case of raw 
cotton carried from the interior of China to 
Shanghai, is discussed, the Londun and China 
Express writes:--“‘ The Shanghai cotton mill 
was going strong when it was destroyed by fire, 
and after that disaster was reconstructed on a 
scale twice as large as its previous existence. 
This one fact virtually disproves and disposes 
of the whole argument of the correspondent, if 
this be the main contention.” Is our contem- 
porary unaware that the Shanghai cotton mill 
was a purel¥Chinese enterprise, and that 
powerful Chinese officials were interested in its 
prosperity? Raw cotton for use at such a mill 
is not exposed to any of the dangers besetting 
the staple when its destination is a foreign mill. 
It is precisely because discrimination of that kind 
has to be feared that the future of a foreign- 
owned cotton mill in Shanghai looks doubtful. 
The London and China Express misses the 
pointaltogether. The projectors of the numer- 
ous mills started in Shanghai since the conclu- 
sion of the Shimonoseki Treaty, expect, we pre- 
sume, that they will be able, through the medium 
of Chinese compradores, or even Chinese part- 
ners, to procure all the raw cotton they need, with- 
out being compelled to pay ruinous transit dues. 
We sincerely hope that their forecast may be 
justified in practice, but there is no denying 
that the Chinese Government has the situation 
in its hands. If confronted with the contention 
that to permit the starting of industries and 
then to virtually cut off their means of existence 
is an act of bad faith, the Pekin statesmen may 
reasonably reply that they have accepted no re- 
sponsibility for the success of the industries, 
and that the projectors of the cotton mills should 
have considered the question of raw material 
beforehand. 


PHOTOGRAPHY, 1TS MATERIALS 
AND APPLIANCES. 


Sere tten) cae e ee 

For any one practising photography, whether 
as an amateur or as a professional, a book just 
published by Messrs. John Birch and Company 
must prove of very great service. The original 
motive of the volume is evidently to advertise 
the variaus photographic materials and ap- 
pliances that may be procured through the 
agency of the well-known firm. But every part 
of the book is calculated to impart valuable in- 
formation, and the first half, containing 128 
octavo pages, is devoted exclusively ta a series 
of essays comprising, so far as we can judge, 
a complete account of the whole art of photo- 
graphy and all its modern developments, The 
titles of the chapters in this section are: ‘‘ Pre- 
sent Day Applications of Photography ;” ‘“‘ On 
the choice of Cameras and Lenses ;” “‘ Oatfit ;” 
“Hints on Lighting ;”’ “ Rules for Exposures ;” 
“Introduction to the Art;” ‘* First Attempts at 
Exposure and Development; ” ‘‘ Characteristics 
of Developers;”’ “Speed of Plates;” ‘ Print- 
ing Processes;” ‘‘ The Platinotype Process; ” 
“P.O. P.;” ‘ Printing on Bromide Paper with 
Hints on Enlarging by Artificial Light;” “A 
Simple Method of Enlarging ;” ‘‘ Cloud Print- 
ing;” ‘‘ Hints and Wrinkles;” ‘On Photo- 
graphing Machinery ;” ‘ Architecture; ” “On 
the Artistic Value of Photography;” “A new 
Telescopic-Photographic Lens;” ‘‘A Com- 
pound Tele-photographic Lens;” ‘‘ Lenses 
simply Explained ;” ‘“ Photography applied to 
Engineering ;” ‘“‘ Hints on Instantaneous Photo- 
graphy;” “ Developing Formule;” ‘ Direc- 
tions for Use of Sulpho-Pyrogalle; ” Instruc- 
tions for Working the various Printing Papers ;” 





MR. AND MRS. A. C. READ. 
—_——&—_____—- 

The outgoing American mail carries away 
two residents who will be immensely missed in 
this Setthhoment—Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Read. 
They proceed for a year’s excursion in America 
and Europe. Mr. and Mrs. Read have both 
played a prominent part in lightening our some- 
what sombre life in the Far East. They share 
with Mr. Bayne the reputation of being the stars 
of the Yokohama stage. Among all the réles 
that they have taken, not one has fallen short 
of absolute success, and our readers scarcely 
need to be reminded how much they have con- 
tributed to other enjoyments, or how thoroughly 
they are associated with whatever is bright and 
artistic in Yokohama’s social annals. We wish 
them the pleasantest of trips, and trust that the 
delights of the old country may not induce them 
to postpone their return to a. community that 
owes them so much. 
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ON A NEW KIND OF RAY. 
— ——+ 

Exaggerated reports and wild speculations 
have been published in the newspapers about 
the discovery of Prof. Réntgen of the University 
of Warzberg, and now, though we are still in 
the dark as to the nature of the rays concerned, 
wo have complete accounts of the experiments 
and of the results so far obtained. In brief the 
discovery is this. There are certain rays, to 
which Prof. Réntgen gives tentatively the name 
of X-rays, which are invisible to the eye buat 
which pass through paper, wood, and thin sheets 
of metal, and affect ordinary photographic plates. 
In this way if the shutter of the dark slide of a 
camera is not removed and an opaque object is 
placed between it and the X-rays, the shadow 
of the object is printed on the plate. The 
photograph is a shadow therefore, but with 
the important difference that the thicker parts 
cast a deeper shadow. Thus in a shadow 
photograph taken of an aluminum medal, the 
lettering was visible, and in a photograph of a 
living hand the skeleton shows in deep shadow 
and the flesh in lighter shades. It was pro- 
bably the account of this photograph of a hand 
that suggested the speculation as to the use of 
the discovery in surgery. 

Turning next to the experiments themselves 
we havea detailed account of the many ex- 
periments tried by Prof. Rontgen. 

If a strong electric discharge is passed 
through a tube from which the air has been 
exhausted, and the tube is covered with black 
paper Impervious to any known rays of light, 
certain rays, the X-rays, pass through this paper 
and affect an ordinary dry plate or film, or 
excite fluorescence on paper covered with 
barium platino-cyanide. The eye sees ab- 
solutely nothing of the rays. A _ book of 
a thousand pages or a board an inch thick 
offer but little resistance to the passage of 
the rays. A shadow photograph was taken of 
an ordinary door, the tube, the source of the X- 
rays, being on one side of the door and the 
camera on the other. 

With metals the resistance offered to the rays 
varies with the density in general, but no law of 
resistance has been discovered. With all bodies 
the resistance increases with the thickness. The 
rays pass easily through fluids and through 
powdered substances, and they seem to suffer 
neither refraction nor reflection by a magnet. 
Rays of lightare refracted and reflected and the 
so-called kathode rays proceeding from the nega- 
tive pole—the kathode—of the above mentioned 
exhausted tube are deflected by a magnet, but 
these X-rays go straight on. There is, however, 
still some doubt on this point. 

These raya are, like the kathode rays, able to 
pass through a vacuum. All substances are 
more transparent to the X-rays than to the 
kathode rays. 

Coming next to the theory of these rays, Prof. 
Réntgen advances a hypothesis with some hesita- 
tion. Since these rays excite fluorescence and 
have chemical action, it might bs supposed that 
they are rays from beyond the violet rays of the 
spectram invisible to the eye but similar to the 
well known ultra-violet rays, or, in other words, 
rays of short wave length. The fact that these X- 
rays cannot be refracted, reflected, or polarized, 
forbids this hypothesis, Prof. Réntgen thinks. 
His own theory he advances in these words: 
‘‘A kind of relationship between the new rays 
and light rays seems to exist; at least the for- 
mation of shadows, fluorescence, and the pro- 
duction of chemical action point in this 
direction. Now it has been known for a long 
time, that besides the transverse vibrations 
which account forthe phenomena of light, it 
is possible that longitudinal vibrations should 
exist in the ether, and, according to the view of 
some physicists, must exist. It is granted that 
their existence has not yet been made clear and 
their properties are not experimentally demon- 
strated. Should not the new rays be ascribed 
to longitudinal waves in the ether?” 

In England and in America the telegraphic 
reports of the discovery gave sufficient inform- 
ation to enable several persons to obtain similar 
results. In Vaéure there are two weird pictures, 


silence, at the close of the fourth sheet, ina 
postcript, appended the words, ‘‘ Perhaps to 
save the postman trouble, I ought to tell you 
that I have changed my name. I was married 
some months ago.” 

A Melbourne journal applies to the bellicose 
action of the Kaiser on the Transwal question 
the boast of Mark Twain, that ‘“‘ where the 
honour of his country was concerned he was 
prepared to fight on—so long as there remained 
one drop of blood in any of his wife’s rela- 
tions;” his grandmother's subjects just now 
being the objects of royal indignation with the 
Emperor William. 

Racing between horses and bicycles is getting 
to be very common in Australia. The demand 
for horseflesh, owing to the bicycle craze, is 
not what it was, and the admirers of the noble 
animal are endeavouring to restore it to its 
wonted préeminence by pitting it against its 
ugly rival, with varying results, according to the 
quality of the animal as a trotter. 


NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN TOPICS. 

ee 

According to late statistics, Western Austra- 
lia, though still attracting thousands of miners, 
has as yet by no means justified the expecta- 
tions of the capitalists who have invested heavily 
in Coolgardie and the surrounding districts. 
Up to the present there has been more promise 
than performance. Compared with other colo- 
nies, Western Australia occupies a low rank as 
a gold producing country. She is surpass- 
ed by New Zealand, Queensland, and New 
South Wales, and her total output does not 
reach one-third of the number of ounces found 
in Victoria. Of course the Western Australian 
mines are in an early stage of development, and 
progress is very slow on account of insufficiency 
of water. There is nothing so far to warrant 
the large influx of population in Coolgardie and 
its vicinity and from some districts men who 
have spent their little all in a fruitless enter- 
prise are working back to the colonies from 
which they came. 

The month of January this year will long be 
remembered in the Australian colonies on ac- 
count of the terrific heat experienced every- 
where. In some parts of New South Wales the 
maximum register was 122 in the shade, while 
in other colonies the thermometer ranged from 
110 to 120. Even in high and healthy moun- 
tain resorts like Healesville, the seekers for 
health and recreation had to put up with 105 
degrees of heat. 

Owing to the drought, the general com- 
mercial depression, and, according to some 
experts, to a deal of mismanagement, Vic- 
torian Railways have been losing heavily, 
but there is one bright page in the history of 
their work during the past year, and that, to the 
chagrin of all sabbatarians, is the record con- 
cerning Sunday excursion trains. For 2/- an 
inhabitant of Melbourne can visit such lovely 
spots as Healesville and Fern Tree Gully, 
covering a distance of some 80 miles, including 
the return journey. The Sunday Excursion 
trains week after week are crowded with large 
picnic parties, who bustle away from the stations 
where they alight laden with baskets full of 
the good things of life, and return in the evening 
with magnificent bouquets of wild flowers. It is 
the thought of these excursions that makes 
life worth living to Melbourne shop-keepers'and 
workmen. The Australians are not surpassed 
even by the French in their knowledge of the art 
of enjoyment; and it is this ability to relax that 
enables them to stand the strain of hard every- 
day work and remain cheerful under circum- 
stances that would crush people of a less sunny 
disposition. 

One of the stock stories of Melbourne in the 
journalistic line has just been traced to its source 
or confronted with a formidable rival. A dis- 
tinguished American writer that visited Mel- 
bourne some years ago is said to have been 
appropriated by an enterprising journal for the 
purpose of contributing an article on the famous 
Cup Day. The writer knew more of philosophy 
than races, so after producing a brilliant dis- 
quisition on things in general, he alluded to 
the great event of the year in some such words 
as these :—‘‘ I believe there are to-day races in 
the vicinity of Melbourne which engender a 
vast deal of popular excitement.” The Austra- 
lians are as fond of a joke asthe Americans, 
and hence forgave the slight cast upon their 
favourite pastime. In the autobiographical 
records of the late Mr. G, A. Sala, a story is told 
to the effect that the well-known journalist was 
offered a handsome remuneration if he would 
write an article of sixteen pages on Niagara. 
What can I possibly tell your people about the 
falls that they don’t know?” asked Sala. ‘‘ You 
can tell how they impressed you,” was the re- 
ply. ‘* Our people are never tired of hearing 
how our great sights make you strangers sit up.” 
Sala wrote with a free pen and exceeded the 
required quantity without mentioning Niagara. 
He added as P.S. “I ought to have men- 
tioned that there are some very remarkable 
natural waterworks in the neighbourhood.” The 
story teminds us of the eccentricity of a lady 
who, in writing to a sister after several years of: 








































THE SALVATION ARMY. 
—_—_—_ > 

The secession of Mr. Ballington Booth, com- 
monly called Commander Ballington Booth, 
from the Salvation Army, has created a sensa- 
tion that serves to measure, in some degree, the 
influence and reputation of that remarkable 
Organisation. Ballington Booth is the eldest 
son of General William Booth. Until his 
secession he was chiefly in command of the 
United States branch of the Army. It is not 
yet known exactly how the discussion arose that 
culminated in his retirement. Apparently he 
objected to his father’s methods of administra- 
tion, and formulated his objections in writing. 
Thereupon the General summoned him to 
London, but he declined to go unless his wife 
were left in charge during his absence, he him- 
self detained in London only one week, and his 
brother, Herbert Booth, now commanding in 
Canada, forbidden to enter the United States 
during his absence. These conditions speak 
for themselves. They indicate an apprehension 
on the part of Ballington Booth that if he once 
left his branch of the Army, without due security 
for returning to it, he must at the same time 
abandon all hope of getting back. They indi- 
cate, in short, emphatic mutiny against the 
authority of the commander-in-chief. General 
Booth declining to accept such conditions, the 
matter ended in Ballington Booth’s enforced 
resignation. It is noteworthy, however, that he 
retains the property of the Army, which is vest- 
ed in his name. The particular orders against 
and which he rebelled seem to have been issued 
to 21 other commanders and commissioners of 
the Army in various parts of the world, and to 
have been accepted by all without expostulation. 
It appears to be generally thought, on the one 
hand, that while General Booth has vindicated 
his strict impartiality by sacrificing his own son 
to the system of military discipline hitherto 
found essential to the very existence of the 
Army, Ballington Booth can justify his secession 
only by proving that similar results can be 
achieved under another system. To outsiders 
the idea is strongly suggested that conscience 
has not been the sole factor at work in this 
business. The growth of the Salvation Army 
in the United States has been remarkable. 
There are now 650 corps or societies and 2,100 
Officers. General Booth doubtless wishes to 
retain control of this great branch of the Army, 
whereas Mr. Ballington Booth thinks that its 
development is chiefly due to himself, Pro- 
bably the principal embarrassment connected 
with his secession will relate to the title under 
which the property of the Army is held. 
Hitherto, for reasons easily appreciated, the 
property has all been held in the name of some 
member of the Booth family. But the organiza- 
tion having outgrown that method, recourse to 
the corporate system seems inevitable, and Bal- 
lington Booth’s action may result in that change. 
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the shadow photographs of a hand. The photo- 
graph—though it is probably not truly a photo- 
graph—by Prof. Réutgen shows the bones in 
the thick part of the hand, while the English 
photograph, which was exposed for twenty 
minutes, shows only the bones of the fingers. 

Prof. Trowbridge of Harvard thinks that no 
shadow photograph of the abdominal parts of the 
body can be obtained on account of the thickness 
of the flesh and the distortion produced in the 
parts farther from theplate. He thinks, how- 
ever, that the discovery will be useful in surgery 
and that the advance in pure science will be 
immense. He quotes Maxwell, who, in his dis- 
cussion of the electro-magnetic theory of light, 
shows that there will be a pressure in the medium 
perpendicular to the front of the advancing 
wave. Prof. Trowbridge is not certain that the 
X-rays are different from the kathode rays. 

The nature of the kathode rays is not yet 
known: Some hold that they are due to vibra- 
tions of the ether, while others regard them as 
a material radiation negatively charged. 

The discovery of Réntgen is not absolutely 
new. Lenard, in researches published two years 
ago, showed that the kathode rays affected a 
photographic plate, but R6ntgen has investigat- 
ed the matter closely and his shadow photograph 
of the living hand has taken the popular fancy. 


WASHINGTON 'S PRIVATE 
ACCOUNT'S. 


—_—_——_——_>— 

The number of men that keep an account of 
their personal expenditure is not very large. If 
order is the parent of integrity and independence, 
and if, according to Cicero, economy is of itself 
a great revenue, the wisdom of keeping a per- 
sonal expenditure account cannot be denied. 
In the days of Poor Richard men seem to have 
practised what they preached more willingly than 
to-day, and nobody is surprised to hear that 
George Washington kept personal account 
books, and kept them well. Few people have 
seen them—they are in fact kept under lock and 
key in the secret archives of the State Depart- 
ment—but nobody at all aware of the evidence 
a man’s personal expenditure affords as to his 
character, can fail to be interested in the items of 
Washington’s account books. Mr. F. W. Hin- 
man wasfortunate enough, some time ago, (o get 
a glimpse at these books, and what he reports 
fully confirms what has been said of Washington’s 
straightforward honesty. There is no conceal- 
ment anywhere, The ‘“‘play account,” for 
instance, shows that during March and the first 
half of April, 1772, the writer lost no less than 
twenty pounds through play at Williamsbury 
and at the house of the Rev. Mr. Boucher. To 
the latter gentleman Washington had loaned 
~ gmall sums of money at different times, and we 
find later, the following item, ‘‘ By loss, Rev. 
Mr, Boucher having removed to England. -« : - 
£4 108.” There is also an account with the 
Right Hon. Lord Sterling for selling sixty 
Delaware lottery tickets at ten dollars each, with 
a commission to Washington of one dollar per 
ticket sold ; but the latter took out his commis- 
sion in tickets. Hehad his nsual Iuck of course, 
and won nothing. One item, “Cash lost at 
play £3 58,” is followed immediately by 
“‘ Copy of Churchill's Sermons 7s. 6d."" ‘‘ Cash 
to my wife,” and “Cash to my mother” are 
of frequent occurrence and show that he was 
a good husband and son, while other items 
testify to his solicitade for Mr. and Miss Custis. 
Items under ‘‘ Charity” and “ Given away” 
are often met with also ‘By loss,” which 
generally means bad debts. There are not a 
few items similar to the following, ‘‘ Paid for 
toddy for self, Walker, and others at a little 
jamboree near the Drummond Lake outlet, 
£5.” It would be interesting to know how 
many “‘ the others” were, for twenty-five dollars 
then would buy a stiff supply of toddy indeed. 
Nowadays, we fear, such expenditure might 
in some cases come under the head of ‘‘ Medi- 
cal Expenses,” or ‘‘ Preventive Medicine,” for 
are not the Dismal Swamp fever and rattle- 
snake bites ever present dangers in the Lake 
Drummond region, and is not an ounce of 





prevention better than a pound of cure? With 
reference to this item Mr. Hinman very pro- 
perly remaiks: ‘In his capacity as his own 
book-keeper Washington was evidently actuated 
by the same principle that governed him in tell- 
ing his father that he hacked down the cherry 
tree with his little hatchet. Wher he spent 
money for ‘toddy’ or lost it at cards he said so, 
instead of seeking to hide the items under that 
broad mantle ‘sundries’ or ‘contingent ex- 
penses’—which in these latter days covers a 
multitude of sins on the part of individuals as 
well as congressional and municipal junketing 
committees.’ During political campaign when 
he was a candidate for the House of Burgesses 
(1769), losses at cards and atthe races are very 
frequent; there are items for strong beer and ale 
for what would now becalled the ‘ bhoys,” for 
cakes at the election, and for many other elec- 
tioneering expenses. Itis plain that Washington 
was a child of his time, and only ignorance or 
bigotry can condemn him for doing what was 
the universal custom of his day both in England 
and in hercolonies. One thing is rather amus- 
ing, and that is, that ‘‘ the father of his country” 
could never balance his accounts at the end of 
the year, a fact that will prove a source of com- 
fort to such as should try to imitate his illustri- 
ous example. Do what he could, there was 
always that ‘‘deficiency.”’ In 1772 there were 
but four pounds unaccounted for, but in the 
very next year £144 had disappeared and 
Washington did not know what had become of it. 
It was not in his nature, however, to cry over 
spilt milk or to throw up keeping accounts in 
despair. He faced the situation, made a fresh 
start, probably even madea new resolution with 
the new year, and put down “ By cash, either 
lost, stolen or neglected to charge £144 8s. 
11d." His income, chiefly from the sale of 
flour and tobacco and the receipt of rents, 
varied between £3,500 and £5,000 a year. 
When at the head of the Continental army, 
Washington left his accounts to others: they 
are in a different hand, are kept less accurately, 
and present no special feature of general interest. 


—— - 


1HE SPELLING OF ENGLISH. 
——————_e-____—_- 

A few months ago a discussion of consider- 
able interest on the above subject was carried 
on in the columns of The Zimes. It was started 
by the action of the “London Association of 
Correctors for the Press.” The Association con- 
ceived the idea of trying to introduce a uniform 
method of spelling doubtful words. Proof- 
readers have hitherto been a law unto them- 
selves to a great extent. Mr. Randall, the 
treasurer of the above-named Association, in a 
letter to The Zimes on proof correcting and 
methods of spelling, gives, as an instance of 
the haphazard way in which difficulties are got 
over, the case of a member of the Association 
who quietly informed him that, ‘‘ When he found 
that words frequently occurring were different- 
ly spelt or printed in a sheet of a work, he made 
them alike on the two. pages that faced each 
other, So as to avoid the necessity of altering a 
large number of instances and at the same 
to obtain the appearance of uniformity.” The 
Association maintain that there is urgent need 
for the work which they have undertaken, 
namely, the preparation of a list of doubt- 
ful words, with suggestions as to a how they 
should be spelt. Whether the recommenda- 
tions of the Association will be adopted de- 
pends on the views of master-printers, authors, 
and publishers on the subject, which as yet 
have not been made known. The advantages 
of uniformity are so numerous that it is pro- 
bable that printers and publishers will give a 
favourable hearing to the Spelling Committee 
appointed to confer with them. But if we 
mistake not, authors will be far more difficult 
to win over to the new creed. They usually 
swear by their favourite dictionaries and are 
extremely attached to certain traditional usages 
in language. Dean Stanley always wrote 
“groupe,” and Mr. George Grote always wrote 
“judgement,” a spelling which, notwithstanding 
the warm defence that it has received in the 
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correspondence columns of Zhe Zimes, one 
seldom sees in any modem book. The Ox- 
ford Clarendon Piess has its rules for spelling, 
and on the recommendation of Dr. Murray it 
has now adopted the following spelling of four 
words over which there has been a great dis- 
pute :—* abridgement,” “judgement,” “ lodge- 
ment,” ‘‘acknowledgement.” The modern 
method of spelling these words is, says Dr. 
Murray, against all analogy, etymology, and 
orthoepy, since elsewhere ‘‘g” is hard in Eng- 
lish when not followed by “e” or “i.” To 
which a writer signing himself, ‘An Articled 

Clerk,” replies that he should like to hear Dr. 
Murray pronounce the word “ mortgagor” or 
‘‘pledgor.” In reply to Dr. Murray’s dogma- 

tism, Dr. Abbott, Professor Earle, and others 
have much to say. Dr. Abbott states that a 
lord who was trying to pass the Royal Navy 
examination was once plucked for spelling 

judgment with ane. He protests against re- 

quiring rigid uniformity at examinations. ‘'1 

ought to write ‘connexion’ instead of con- 
nection,” observes Dr. Abbott, ‘but I do 
not and do not intend to. You, Sir, ought 
to write ‘analyse’ instead of ‘analyze,’ but 

you do not, and I dare say do not intend to, 
though you would not like to write ‘‘ paralyze” 
or paralyzis ‘‘or even analyzis.” There is no 
denying that great inconsistency of spelling 
exists in all quarters. Take the substantives 
derived from the verb to “draw.” We write 

a ‘ draught” of water or air, but the ‘ draft” 
ofadocument. For the joint production of the 

mind and hand, in the case of an architectural 

drawing we speak of the person who executes 

it as a *‘ draughtsman,” but the man who draws 

up a deed of setthement is described as a 

“draftsman.” In reviewing the discussion, Zhe 
Times maintains that a case for ‘‘ moderate 

latitudinarianism ” has been made out. The 
general feeling is anti-purist. Professor Earle, 

who is quoted by 7he Zémes, contends that the 

extreme fixity of our current orthography is 

contrary to nature, which abhors fixity. But the 

great London journal is opposed to anything 

like free licence being given to writers to spell 

asthey please. There must be a standard, even 

though it be flexible: the Jaisser faire and 

laisser passer in spelling would soon lead to 
anarchy. If this principle were allowed, it 

might be applied by Englishmen to the spelling 
of French and German as well, resulting in . 
hopeless confusion. Itis worthy of note that 

the phonetic system of spelling, so strongly 

advocated by a certain class of writers, finds no 

favour whatever withthe majority of The Zimes’ 

correspondents. 


CHINA SUGAR REFINING Co., L'TD. 
———_—_—_—_______ 

The following is the report presented to the 
shareholders at the eighteenth annual general 
meeting held at the offices of the general] agents 
(Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co.), on Friday, 
27th of March, 1896 :— 


The General Agents beg to submit to the Share- 
bolders their report on the Company’s business 
for the year 1895 with a statement of accounts to 
31st of December last. The depression which, in 
consequence of over production, existed during the 
latter part of the year 1894 in the sugar trade of 
the world, continued during the succeeding twelve 
months, and as supplies everywhere in the East 
exceeded demand, the value of sugar remained at 
a very low level. This level being unfortunately 
much below the prices ruling when some of the 
Company's stocks of Java raw sugar were Con- 
tracted for, the usual margin on cefining did not 
exist, and it was impossible during several months 
to sell in the principal consuming markets except 
ataloss. The laying down cost of a considerable 
portion of the raw sugac was also adversely effect- 
ed by the fall in sterling exchange in the early 
part of the year. The usual demand for the Re- 
finery’s sugar locally was interfered with by the 
war between China and Japan, and in the latter 
country by sales at very low prices of beet sugar 
imported from Europe. The dry weather duting 
the spring curtailed the water supply at the works, 
causing a large reduction in the output and in- 
volving heavy loss of interest owing to the accumu- 
lation of stocks of raw sugar. Under the circum- 
stances, the business of the year unfortunately 
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resulted in the substantial loss of $244,332.45, after 
allowance had been made for a sum of $50,000 
couceded by the General Agents. In view of the 
unfavourable prospects of the year, and consequent 
necessity for curtailing expenditure as much as 
possible, the General Agents and Consulting 
Committee decided in July last to suspend opera- 
tions for the time being upon the Soukumpoo 
scheme, but other arrangements lave been made 
which will give a sufficient supply of water for the 
present requirements of the two refineries. The 
expenditure in the above connection will, it ts 
estimated, not exceed $22,500, and as the amount 
standing at credit of new water supply in the state- 
ment of accounts dated 5th of March last was 
$162,500, there will remain a sum for disposal of 
$140,000, which, with the consent of the share- 
holders, the General Agents and Consulting Com- 
mittee propose to write back to credit of. profit 
and less account. 


LS 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


———_@__—_——_- 
[Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
ndents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 








A MARTYR STATESMAN. 


To THe EpiTor OF THE ‘‘ JAPAN MAIL.”” 

Sir,—In a lecture recently delivered in Boston, 
Dr. Griffis is quoted as saying, ‘* Japan has come 
to hec inheritance throngh sore trial and labour. 
There were martyrs for the Christian faith before 
ever the missionaries came, and the first mau who 
dared to plead for freedom of religious belief in 
their Parliament was assassinated within three 
hours by euffians who did not want Christianity.” 
Will the Fapan Mat? kindly inform me who this 
martyr statesman was, and when the incident oc- 
curred, and greatly oblige ? 


Very truly, 
March 3oth, 1896. 


{The incident never occurred. Freedom of religious belief was 
never pleaded for in the Japanese Parliament secing that it is 
guaranteed by the Gonstitution, nor has any member of either 
House of the Diet been assassinated. Dr. Griffis has been 
singularly misled —Ev. /. 44.) 


M. 


THE GERMAN EMPEROR'S TELEGRAM. 


To tue Epiror of THe “ JAPAN MAIL.” 


S1x,—You will greatly oblige me if you extend 
your usual hospitality to the following document, 
which may serve (o clear some misunderstandings. 
It is a translation, which, I am afraid, is perhaps 
more literal than beautiful, of the telegram sent 
by \Freiherr von Marschall to the German Am. 
bassador in London, Graf Hatzfelds. It seems to 
me to-state best the mistake into which, to the 
great astonishment of Germany, the average of the 

apers in England have fallen, which was also 

de da found in your paper. 

The telegram runs as follows :— 


** Berlin, 6. Januar. 

I spoke to-day with Sir Frank Lascelles ou the 
impression caused upon public opinion in England 
by the telegram of H.M. the Emperor to President 
Ktiiger, and among other things I remarked that 
I felt bound to protest against the view of the 
English newspapers, that this telegram showed 
hostility against England and contained an en- 
croachment upon English cights. The Germans, 
I added, are very sensitive in questions of tight, 
aud neither accustomed nor willing to attack 
foreign rights; but, on the other hand, they insist 
upon the demand that their own rights are also 
left untouched, It is impossible to find hostility 
against England in the fact that the German Em. 
peror congratulates the head of a friendly Power 
on account ofa victory that he has won over armed 
bands of men who had by force entered his 
territory against international law and who have 
been declared, by the English Government ttself, 
to stand outside of the law.—Marschall.” 


DR. M. CHRISTLIEB. 
Tokyo, March 2gth, 1896. 


(All that is quite true. But we ask our correspondent to con- 
sider how he himself, as a German, would have felt, had five 
hundred Germans made a gallant effort to succour a number 
of their countrymen and countrywomen whom they believed 
to be in danger, and had the Queen of England hastened tu 
despatch a telegram congratulating the chief magistrate of 
the people at whose hands the five hundred had suffered 
defeat with terrible loss of life. These are not questions that 
fall within the contro! of abstract reasoning. What English- 
men remember before all things isthat Jameson and his men 
were Englishmen. Would not the same thought present it- 
self with overwhelming force to Germans, mutatis mutandis ? 
ierer Ganon jie were imperilled? We have 

¢ ar at it is the act of a friend to re 
disasiers of friends.—Ed. ¥.J¢.] ae oye ne 
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FOKOHAMA GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE. 


—_———_——— 
ANNUAL MBBTING. 

The annual meeting of the members of the 
Yokohama General Chamber of Commerce was 
held in thesChamber (Keil’s Building), on Tues- 
day afternoon. There were present, Mr. Jas. 
Walter, in the chair, Messrs. J. P. Mollison, Ww. 
Ross, W. B. Walter, J. D. Hutchinson, C. V. Sale, 
J. P. Reid, W. Rogets, M. T. B. Macpherson, E. 
Flint Kilby, Jas. Dodds, M. Kaufmann, A. O 
Gay, H. P. Wadman, and O. Keil, Secretary. 

The CHAIRMAN having called the meeting to 
order, 

The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting, 

On the motion of Mr. Kitsy, seconded by Mr. 
MACPHERSON, the minutes of the last annual gene- 
ral ineeting of the Chamber were taken as read, 
and confirmed. 

The CuairMan then submitted the accounts for 
the past year as follows :— 

STATEMENT OF RECBIPTS AND EXPENDITURE 

FOR THE YEAR 1895. 








ReceiPrs. 
To Balance from 1894 .....sccoscccesscreseeeecen scone Aedvevneeetonsan 8 196.62 
Members’ Subscriptions ........... 61 ©HIS  nercercccsecces By E3S.00 
Circulars’ sold :— 

To Members ....sccsssessosscees 14,025 for... $2,995.06 

To Non-members a......0cceree aesefor... 377-38 
9,373.44 
Half-yearly Statistics sold ...... $70 FOF... .cecssescerecoee 104.89 
Sundry Publications sold..........cscssccssesscreoeestecserseeenes 20.10 
[nterest allowed by H. & S. Bank on Current Account 8.60 
$4,837.64 
Balance, Cash in hand.........cscsssscssesscncecesenesonans $ 266.64 

EXP&NDITURE. 

Salary of Secretary and Staff ......ceccoseosssssrosceson sevens $3,700.00 
Printing Circulars, Statistics, Reports, &&c............000 893.69 
Advertising, and subscriptions to local newspapers ... 69.00 
Returns of Imports and Exports ccossecscccesecceeee-see serene 168,00 
Statiomery ...... cc cccceescncecccecseaee + sasssseearscmoceeesonees 37-5$ 
Books Of reference crc...cccecccveccecse sseesceccecssoceceaceesouens 8.93 
Fire INSULANCE .....ccceccesesscscscoeasesveccsseverscoouceeceenesoeeens 34.35 

Petty disbursements, fuel, lighting, collector’s fees, 
postages, aNd SUNATIES 0, | crsscseceessreccsseeraenenssseaeecs 199.60 
; $4,572.90 
Balance, carried to MEW ACCOUNE ...cceceesesecseeeennees 266.64 
$4,837.64 

E. & O. E. 
Examined and found correct, stst March, 1896. 
. BaninGron, . 
H, P. WavMman, } Auditor. 


, O. Kui, Secretary. 
Yokohama, sist March, 1896. 


He said he should be ylad to hear any remarks 
that the members might wish to make upon the ac- 
counts. He would like, iu presenting the accounts, 
lo point out that with a view to meeting a defici- 
ency that was anticipated last year, the Committee 
were authorized to charge an extra subscription 
of $10 per member. This the Committee had 
done, with the result that the Chamber had been 
able to pay its way and the accounts showed a 
balance of $266.64 cash in hand against $196.61 on 
the same date last year. 

Mr. Motuison moved, and Mr. Hutcaison 
seconded, that the accounts be accepted.—Carried. 

The CaarrMan then read the following :-— 


REPORT. 


In reviewing the foreign trade of Yokohama for 
the year 1895, it is satisfactory to be able to record a 
continued development, though the increase in value 
has not been so marked as in the years immediately 

receding 1893. Still the total figures of the trade 

or the past year are nearly $17,400,000 in excess of 
those of 1894. This increase has been mainly derived 
from the export of Raw and Waste Silk and Silk 
Fabrics, the gain in value from those sources amount- 
ing to about $12,700,000. 

EXPORTS, 

Raw SILK.—The total export from Yokohama to 
Europe and the United States for the year 1895 shows 
a fair increase in quantity, about 6 per cent., but a 
very great increase in value, being no less than 15 
per cent. on the figures of the previous year. 

The respective figures are as follow :— 

Average price. 
For 1894... 53,194 bales, valued at $39,267,500= 

$738 per bale. 
For 1895... 56,503 bales, valued at $47,866,300—= 

$847 per bale. 

‘The crop produced in the summer of this year was 
the largest ever known since the opening of Japan to 
Foreign trade, the visible supply in Yokohama on the 
gist December being 60,500 piculs; this, with further 
probable supplies of 8,500 piculs to the end of June 
1896, when the silk season closes, would give the 
enormous total of 69,000 piculs. 

The whole of this quantity, however, is not available 
for export, as Japanese silk weavers have drawn their 
supplies very largely from the Yokohama market in 
recent years. 

The Exports to foreign countries were :— 


Other 
To America, France, Countries. England. 
bales, bales. bales, bales. 
1895 .eeseeeee 32pZGQ crosses 20202 serves 3,875 seeeee 192 


1894 crveeveee JO;ZOS coves 19,156 evvsve 3,098 scree 135 
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From the above comparative table of shipments it 
will be seen that America continues by far the lorgest 
market for Japanese Silk, and in connection with this 
trade it may be well to mention here that there are 
now two Japanese Companies, with agencies in New 
York, engaged in the direct export trade, whose total 
shipments for 1895 were 9,172 bales as against 5,000 
bales in 1894. 

Prices.—The year opened with a good demand from 
Europe chiefly, but owing to the new year holidays no 
large transactions could be effected, and when business 
was resumed sellers immediately raised their prices. 
The following table shows the course of prices for 


‘I the year, from which it will be seen that the heaviest 


fluctuation in value occurred in June, when the new 
season’s silk began to arrive, for which an advance of 
$80 to $100 per picul was paid on the closing prices of 
May. ‘The markets in Europe and America, as well 
as in Japan, had run bare of stocks, and just at the 
time of the new crop, manufacturers being in receipt 
of lacge orders for silk piece-goods, found themselves 
compelled to buy in China and Japan, and orders 
arriving here before stocks had time to accumulate 
Japanese silk-dealers were enabled to obtain almost 
whatever prices they chose to ask, and they practically 
ruled the market until the close of the year. 


2895. Filatures No.x. Filatures No.z, Re-reels. 
Fiue sizes. Coarse sises. Q. Ie 
January Ist... $790 er $800.0 $785 
February.....++0- B40 weeree 850 eesere 80 
March...... euwen 830 weeee 835... 805 
April s.cccccsceee 770 veveee =. BO srevee = 7400 

May pecscccecese 780 coerce 779° eeocce nom. 

JUNE ISt ..coceree TOM, soooee MOMs ceveee NOM. 
June goth seoce e 870 eccece 880 eoecee 840 
uly ecves @eccce eoes 860 eoce 835 eeons . 830 
August cscccooes 925 ceoere QBS seve - 860 
September ...... 940 seers, 950 ee 860 
October .....s00 GOO eevee BQO seers 840 
November ..... »  Q3O evacse $865 ceeeee = 8 5 
December ws... 880 ssoree 850 oesere 8315 


For the Japanese silk producers, this has been a 
record year ; the prices realized upon a large propor- 
tion of the silk sold between July and September are 
known to have left a profit of between $100 and $200 
per picul. The foreign buyer was completely in the 
hands of the seller, but the latter by his unwilling- 
ness to sell freely and at a fair profit, when the dee 
mand was at its greatest, has over-reached himself, 
the year closing with a stock of over 19,000 piculs, 
which it will be difficult to dispose of unless at a seri- 
ous decline on the closing rates of the year. 


S1tx ConpiITIONING House.—This institution, it is 
understood, is in course of construction by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture and Commerce on the site of the 
old Kencho buildings, and may prove a boon to the 
foreign silk buyers in giving some official declaration 
as to the sizing of Filature silks offered for sale ; but 
so far no regulations have yet been made public as to 
the working of this new institution, which it is ree 
ported, will come into operation in July next. 

Waste Sitk.—The trade in this staple, although 
somewhat better than in the previous year, canuot be 
called very satisfactory. Reports from home markets 
were generally unfavourable and manufacturers would 
not rise above a hand-to-mouth trade, simply cover- 
ing their current demand. 

The year commenced with a stock of 18,300 piculs, 
and a price basis of $123 per picul for Oshu Noshi- 
ito, $61 for Joshu Noshiito, and $92 for good Kibiso 
Filatures, at an exchange of fcs. 2.55 6 m/s. on Paris, 
and 2/o}d, on London, and closed with a stock of 
12,300 piculs and quotations of $127, $63, and $93 
respectively for the above quoted kinds at an ex- 
change of fcs, 2.73 aod 2/2$d., an increase in cost for 
home consumers of about 10 per cent. 

‘The trade in Pierced Cocoons has again decreased, 
native spinners having bought them up in the in- 
terior at high prices, and arrivals were slow and small. 
In October some transactions took place on the basis 
of $108 to $110 per picul of 75 pec cent. silk. Since 
then hardly anything has been done in this article, 
although it is believed that there are yet considerable 
stocks in the interior. 

The export for the year amounts to 13,464 bales, 
viz.s—Noshi 5,291 bales, Kibiso 6.387 bales, Mawata 
38 bales, Pierced Cocoons 699 bales, and Carded 
Waste 1,049 bales, for the Serpent 3 destinations :— 
Marseilles 4,959 bales, Irieste 1,637 bales. Genoa 
2,379 bales, London 1,855 bales, New York 523 bales, 
Sundries 2,111 bales. 


MaNuFactureD S1Lk Goops—A very marked 
increase in the export of both Piece Goods and Hand- 
kerchiefs has again to be recorded, the total value of 
this year’s shipments exceeding that of 1894 by over 
27% per cent. , 


‘There was a strong demand at the beginning of the 
year for Kai&i and other fancy silks which taxed the 
producing capacity of the weaving districts to the 
utmost. The quality of the output, however, was far 
from satisfactory, and considerable injury was done to 
the name of this class of silk at the consuming 
centres, much of which, it is to be feared, will be 
permanent, Plain White Silks were steady through- 
out the year. The market rose gradually from 
the beginning and reached its highest point dur 
ing August and September, Much praise is due to 
the efficiency with which the examination in the 
Fukui district is carried on, and the standard of the 
goods produced there has been considerably raised. 
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In the Kiriu district, on the other hand, the old me- 
tbods are still followed and the goods consequently 
are as unreliable as ever. A number of other districts 
have commenced producing Habutae, but the product 
has hardly reached marketable dimensions. 


The Handkerchief trade presents no new features 


except that. compared with previous years, a rather 
large proportion of fancy goods has been made up for 
the European market. Some difficulty was experi- 
enbed earlier in the year owing to the lack of workers 
on these goods, but this soon abated, 

Taa.—The market for new Teas opened about the 
24th April, aud a large business was done during 
May, June, and July. Prices opened at $3 to $4 per 
picul above those of the corresponding period in 1894 
and averaged from $2 to $3 per picul higher during 
the entire year. ; 

The quality of the crop did not compare favourably 
with that of the previous year, the preparation of the 
leaf being much poorer, making the teas much more 
ragged in appearance. ‘Ihe export of 1895 from this 
port exceeded that of 1894 by about one million pounds. 

Correr —The production and export during 1895 
have been somewhat curtailed in consequence of the 
difficulties experienced in the Ashiwo mines to get rid 
of the intruding water caused by the last big earth. 
quake, Otherwise the business was a satisfactory one ; 
prices varied little, being throughout the year $20 to 
$21 for slabs and $21 to $22 for tiles and ingots. 

Fis O1L.—A small catch of herrings in April-May 
sand total failure of the sardine catch in October-No- 
vember are the reasons of the considerable falling-off 
Gn the figure of exports. Dealers succeeded in forcing 
up prices to $5.10 @ $5.20 per picul, but complain, 
notwithstanding this high figure, of the bad result of 
the year, as they lose heavily on all the cases sent up 

north for the sardine catch. Shipments per tank 
steamer have not developed further and hardly inter- 
fered with the business in cases. 


1MPORTS. 

SuGar.—The trade in 1895 again shows a consider- 
able increase over that of the previous year, the 
imports being Browns 903,600 piculs and White 
606,447 piculs against 820,309 piculs and 495,109 piculs 
respectively. Values, as entered in the customs, 
however, have not kept pace with these figures, as for 
the fully to per cent, increase of imports in Browns 
the value has hardly increased 2 per cent. and for the 
quantitative increase of over 20 per cent. in White the 
values have declined about 11 per cent. Specially 
noticeable are the facts that direct importation of 
Brown Sugars from Manila has considerably increased 
in addition to the importation via Hongkong, and that 
about 55,000 piculs of White Beet Sugar were im- 
ported from Germany, the low prices ruling there 
enabling importers to compete with the sugars from 
nearer markets. 

Brown Formosa SuGcar.—The latter end of the 
season was interfered with by the unsettled state of 
the Island consequent on its cession to Japan, but the 
total import was about normal and fair prices were 
obtained. Formosa now being a Japanese possession, 
Sugar for this country is relieved of both Export and 
Imports duties, which practically gives it a bonus of 4o 
cents per picul over former years, and must gradually 
tend to the development of its Sugar Estates and give 
an inducement for the whole of the crop to find its 
way hereto. 

Raw Corron —Although this staple is but of slight 
importance for Yokohama as compared with the sister 
port of Kobe, in the neighbourhood of which most of 
the jipsnes Spinning mills are situated, yet it is 
satisfactory to record that the import has increased 
some 30 per cent. over that of 1894. 

As showing the increasing manufacture of Cotton 
Yarn and Piece Goods, it is worth notice that for 
Yokohama the Raw Cotton imported is valued at 
$3,297,000 as against value of Cotton Yarn and all Cot- 
ton Piece Goods of $7,650,000, whilst for the whole of 
Japan the relative values are Raw Cotton $24,820,000, 
yarns and all Cotton Goods $14,220,000, showing that 
the Japanese now import, considering the difference 
in value of the raw as against the manufactured 
material, more than twice as much raw material as 
manufactured, 

An agitation for the repeal of the Duty on Raw 
Cotton (as also on Wool) is most likely to lead to 
these duties being taken off at an early date and will 
give an additional incentive to Japanese manufactures. 

Cotton Yarn.—The import of this staple shows a 
falling off of 6,434 piculs against the preceding year, 
being 71,293 piculs in 1895 and 77,727 piculs in 1894. 
The bulk of the import consisted of two-fold 32s. and 
42s. and gassed and fine plain yarns, which are nearly 
75 per cent. of the entire quantity, whilst the coarser 
yarns are gradually disappearing, as Bombays have 
already done, these being now almost exclusively made 
by Japanese factories. 

Two mills for the spinning of gassed yarns are re. 
ported to be in course of erection at Tokyo and Osaka, 
but, as these yarns are made entirely from Egyptain 
cotton, Lancashire may be enabled to hold its own 
against Japanese competition. ‘he trade forthe year 
1895 has been satisfactory to both importers and dealers. 

The import of Grey Goods has, on the other hand, 
materially increased, the figures of imports of Grey 
Shirtings of all lengths, but taken at the old standard 
of 384 yds. per piece, being 604,295 pieces in 1895 


against 538,694 pieces in 1894 ; and of 1’. Cloths 78,990 


pieces against 60,800 pieces. A noticeable feature in 
this branch of trade is the increasing demand for long 


to the increased movement of goods by rail and 
steamer, which has Jed the country people to appre- 





length goods—from 46 to 48 yards per piece—apainst 
the formerly almost exclusively imported ordinary 


length of 384 yards per piece, 
Fancy CoTTON AND WooLLENS.—The trade gener. 


ally forthe past year has been a profitable one to those 
interested, ‘lhe presence of full supplies at the begin- 
ning of the year militated against heavy speculative 
buying by importers, and Prints, Velvets, Cotton and 


Woollen Italians show a considerable deficiency 
when compared with the imports of 1894. 
are much in excess, and met with ready delivery. 
Turkey Reds, although materially interfered with 
by the large production of cheap nativeedyed goods, 
have more than doubled compared with the previous 
ear, 
MerTals.—The metal trade again shows develop- 
ment, but the year cannot be considered a satisfactory 
one for the importers, who have suffered from ex. 
cessive competition with each other. ’ 
Imports from Belgium and Germany continue to in- 
crease, but the concession of more equitable rates of 
freight from England renders it likely that some of the 
trade may revert to its former channels, although it 
must be noted that the quality and finish of Conti- 
nental Iron and Steel is very often superior to that of 
English make nominally of the same class 


The Import of Pig Iron amounted to about 15,000 
tons, whilst five years ago it was but about 2,200 tons. 
The great and constant increase is attributable to the 
growth of native industries. Machinery and hardware 
ace being increasingly manufactured, and in some 
Cases, where foreign skill and experience are needed, 
portions of machinery are imported, but the heavier 
and less complex parts are made in Japan. The demise 
of the Tokyo Cast Iron Company, formerly engaged 
in the manufacture of water-pipes for the Tokyo 
Municipality, will, on the other hand, tend to reduce 
the import of this article, of which they were heavy 
buyers. Scotch Pig Iron, hitherto mainly imported 
on Government account, is likely to be superseded 
by the product of the Kamaishi mines. which possess 
much the same qualities and can be laid down about 


20 per cent. cheaper. 


Bar and Rod !ron show an increase of 70 per cent. 
over 1894, but much of the extra quantity has been 
forced on an unwilling market at unsatisfactory prices. 

PLATE AND SHEET IRON.—The increase of about 20 
per cent. in these is probably accounted for by the 
more extensive use of mild steel plates, imported 
under this heading, for ship and bridge building, 
boilers, chimneys, etc. 

Hoop Iron is coming into more general use, owing 


ciate the need of more economical modes of packing. 


GALVANIZED [RON AND WiRg Naits both show 
decreases as compared with the previous year. This 
is due to the carrying forward of heavy stocks from 
1894. As soon as these were reduced trade resumed 
its normal healthy condition. A noteworthy departure 
has been the importation of American Wire Nails from 
the Pacific Coast. It is difficult to believe they can 
oust the German makers whose cheap labour has 
hitherto insured them the monopoly of our market. 

Tin PLatss show a steady increase, Large quantities 
are used forcanning Petroleum imported in bulk, 


KkROSENE OIL.—The year under review has been 
a good one for importers, prices showing an average 
advance %f 50 cents per case. 

Early in March last year the American production 
was stated to be falling off considerably, which caused 
a strong upward movement, the highest price 
touched being $2.75 per case at the end of April, 
after which vajues gradually. receded. 

Another spurt took place in November, when it 
was announced that the Railway track between Baku 
and Batoum had been destroyed by floods, and that 
shipments would consequently be delayed. High prices 
were thereby maintained until the close of the year. 

Consumption of Russian oil shows a considerable 
increase over that of 1894, demand being for a time 
in excess of supplies, owing to small arrivals of the 
American article. “A small shipment of Langkat was 
put on the market, but didjnot meet with a ready sale: 
the oil was good but packing unsatisfactory. 


SILVER AND ExXCHANGE.—The most noticeable has 
been the steady rise in silver from 2734. on January rst 
to 30fd. on December gist. During January and 
February silver was fairly steady at 27} to 27§d., and 
exchange kept ona parity. The declaration of the 
armistice in March caused an immediate rise in silver, 
Viz. :-—27%,d. on the first to 294d. on the last of that 
month, a rise of twu pence or about 7} per cent. 
From that time to the end of the year exchange 
rates kept much below those of silver, Bank Demand 
being sometimes as much as two and even three per 
cent, under the laying-down cost of the white metal, 

TREATY KEVISION.—It looks as if Japan’s proposed 
Treaties with Germany and France were on the eve of a 
settlement, and when these are signed the new Tariff must 
soon come into force and the treaties already signed by 
other Powers become operative on July 16th 1899, unless 
one of the other Powers stipulates for a later date, 

THE INTERNATIONAL TELEGRAPH Copk.—A joint 
memorial of the Hongkong, Shanghai, Kobe and Yoko- 
hama Chambers was sent to the London Chamber of 
Commerce in 1894, protesting against the restriction of the 
International Telegraph Companies in limiting senders of 
telegrams to the use of the words contained therein. On 
the advice of the London Chamber of Commerce, a further 
joint protest of the above named Chamber has been ad- 
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dressed to the International Telegraph Bureau at Herne, 
and it is to be hoped that the overwhelming numbers of 
protests will have the salutary effect of doing away with 
this arbitrary limitation, 

RaiLwayS.—The extension of the Railway system 
throughout the country is steadily on the increase. and at 
the end of 1&5 the number of miles in operation was 
2,243, of which 1,430 miles belong to private companies. 

Numerous grants for further lines have been made to 
private c.mpanies, and the end of 1896 should show a fur- 
ther marked increase in the mileage. 

An appropriation of 10 million yen has been made by 
the Government, of which one half is to be applied towards 
doubling the ‘fokaido line, while the othec half will be 
used tor further extension of the Government Railway 
system. 

Harsour WoRKS AND BR&AKWATER.—Although some- 
thing has been done to repair the Breakwater, it is still far 
from completion. 

HaToBa.—The increasing trade of the port accentuates 
the fact already frequently referred to of the insufficient 
space at the command of the Customs authorities, In this 
connection, the Superintendent of Customs propcses to do 
away with certain facilities hitherto afforaed for re-sorting 
and re-weighing of cargo sold for Hatoba delivery, but 
has promised to allot a space of about 300 tsubos to be 
eventually covered in and specially appropriated to Iron, 
which with Sugar has hitherto contributed so greatly to 
the blocking of the Hatoba. ‘hese concessions will as- 
sist, but will not do away with the present difficulties of 
want of space, and it is urgently hoped that further land 
may be reclaimed so asto give the Customs at least twice 
as much room as they have at present, a matter that 
would not appear to present much difficulty or cause an 
unreasonaable expenditure, 

YoKoHamMa Dock Co.—A long felt want is at last to be 
realised, the Yokohama Dock Co. building, at an expendi- 
ture of $1,500,000, three Dry tsocks of which one will be 
ready to receive vessels at an early date whilst the re- 
Maining two are to be finished later on. 

‘he absence of suitable docking facilities has been 


severely felt by those interested in shipping, especially dur- 
ing the la.t two years when the Yokosuka and Nagasaki 
Docks were but seldom availtle for merchant shipping, and 
this new undertaking will certainly prove a great !enefit 
to this port. 


JAPANESE CoTToN SPINNING INDUSTRY,—Again a con’ 


siderable increase in mills and spindles has to be recorded. 
Whilst the year 1894 closed with 49 mills and 523,696 
spindles in operation, the Cotton Spinners’ Union’s Re- 
turn for 1895 gives s8 mills and 632,130 spindles at work 
on the 31st December, 1895. 
these 58 mills intend to increase their works by 251,344 
spindles, and 6 new companies are projected with 101.083 
spindles. Besides these there are several mills, mostly 


During the current year 


newly organised, that have not joined the Cotton spinner’s 
Union. These would bring the total number of spindles 


to nearly 1,120,000. 


The ANNUAL AccounrTS are submitted herewith. In 


order to meet the deficiency as predictcd at the last annual 
General Meeting, an extra subscription of $10 per member 
has been called up which has enabled the Chamber to pay 
its way and leave a cash balance of $265.64 on December 


31st,against $:96.61 on the same date in 1894. Thanks 
are due to Messrs. A. Babington and H. P. Wadman for 
auditing these accounts. 

James WaLTsR, Chairman. 


On the motion of Mc. MACPHERSON seconded 
by Mr. Rerp the report was adopted nem con. 

The CHAIRMAN said that before proceeding 
with the next business—the election of officers— 
it would be necessary to confirm the authority 


given to the outgoing Committee to raise the 


subscription by $10, as was done last year. It 
had been found quite impossible to carry on the 
work of the Chamber on the old basis of tariff. 


Mr. W. B. Water suggested that as the au- 
thority to raise the subscription had been given 
last year, it was unnecessary to pass a resolution 
upon the matter this year—the authority still 
continuing. The original subscription was $50, 
but this was reduced to $25, at which figure it re- 
maitied for a long while; then it was found neces- 
sary to raise it to $35. He would suggest that the 
subscription having been once raised to $35, it 
should remain without alteration until altered by 
a resolution introduced at some future meeting. 


The CoatnMaANn—Am I to take it that you put 
that as a motion ? 


Mr. Warter—I think that the subscription 
having once been taised it remains unaltered, 
and is not raised simply for one year.—[Mr. 
Dodds here made some remarks to the speaker and 
after ashort colloquy Mr. Walter said that he had 
been mistaken in his ideas in the subject, the matter 
of raising the subscription having last year been 
simply left to the discretion of the Committee.J— 
He now proposed that the subscription to the 
Chamber, owing to the increasing needs of the in- 
stitulion, remain at $35 per annum per member 
until further notice. 


The CatarMan—That meets the difficulty. 

Mr. A. O. Gay—Is that sum large enough P 

The CoainMan—Well, we have a balance of 
$266 odd in hand against $196.61 at the same time 
last year. I think that it will be sufficient. 

Mr. Gay—I see the item for ‘' Books of Re- 
ference” is only $8.93: that is very small. 

The Secretary pointed out that this item 
referred to Hong Lists, etc. Books of reference 
they had, but when any new ones were added, they 
were bought privately and did not appear in the 
accounts. 
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Mr. Gay thought that more should be spent on 
Books of Reference. 

The Cuarnman—Our Secretary tells me that 
the sum is sufficient. 

Mr. Gay—It seems working the thing very 
closely. I should like to see the old subscription 
of $50 a year restored. 

The CuatRMAN—The membership is not increas- 
ing. Perhaps if we raised our subscription to the 
original fee of $50, it would cause some members 
to withdraw theic subscription. But it is for yon. 
gentlemen, to decide. I think, however, that if 
we do raise the subscription to $50 there may bea 
little risk of losing some of our members. 

Mr. Mo.tiison—I believe that when we lowered 
our subscription to $25, Mr. Chairman, it had the 
effect of increasing our membership, and I agree 
with you that if we caise it now to the original 
figure the effect may be the other way. 

Mr. Dopps—It might deter new firms from 
joining the Chamber. Many new firms have 
been established during the past two years, and 
if we keep our subscription low we may increase 
our numbers, 


Me. Gay then moved, as an amendment, that the 
subscription be caised to the original fee of $50 
per year per member. He could not see that $5 
or $10 would make any difference to merchants 
who wanted to join the Chamber of Commerce. 
He noticed the item of rent was very small. 

Mr. Donps seconded Mr. Walter’s resolution, 
that the subscription be raised to $35. 

Mr. Kaurmawn asked Mr, Gay what he pro- 
posed to do with the surplus that would remain 
over—some $1,000—if the subscription was raised 
to $50? If he would explain, then they might un- 
derstand his proposal. 

Mr. Gar—At present we have not funds avail- 
able for purchasing more books of reference, and 
weeshould have such books. Then the item of 
stationery, we do not cover the expense of that; 
the item of rent is too small—$480—it should be 
raised, I think. 
















































other Ports 


would receive the attention of the incoming Com- 
mittee. The matter had been raised in Committee, 
but it was thought too early yet to include in the 
report. There was no doubt that the higher prices 
of labour and food-products in Japan werea matter 
of great importance, and it would receive attention 
in the report for the present year. 
that the higher rate of wages now prevailing 
would result in reducing the production of raw 
silk, to mention only one staple of export. 





wee '74449 9050 


$129,260.578 $127,481,955 
















































1895. 
Quantity. 


He feared 


Value. 


Raw Cotton... ... pis. 
Cotton Yarn, in- 





in the Chamber’s 

Circular... = a 
Grey Shirtings, al 

weights at 38} 


6,109,367 9855793 


$22,778,623 
65,108 








Customs 


34.269 


Table showing Luciease and Decrease in the prin- 
cipal articles of Import at the part of Yoko- 
hama in 1895, as compared with 1894. 


Imports (Re-exports deducted). 


2894. 


Customs 


Quantity. Value. 
906,247 83,397048 146,619 $0,543,999 


The Committee were then announced as follows i hea 
— Messrs. J. Dodds, H. Baelir, a A. Fraser, J. in heChambec's 
D. Hutchison, J. P. Mollison, W, W. Till, and] Circular... ...pls. 72,998 3,859,813 77,737 4.359:¢73 
M. T. B. Macpherson Grey Shirtin nee 
: weights a 
Mr. MACPHERSON proposed a rote of thanks to wae per piece...pcs. 604,89$ 2,654,801 $38,694 1,629,959 
the Chair. Lv ana ere a 78,990 166,119 60,839 £25,559 
The CHAIRMAN in acknowledging the compli-| 'Silesias ind 
ment paid ahigh tribute to Mr. Keil for the work] Twills  ..._ ...pes. a8, 60,483 93,400 108,965 
he had done during the past year, and more] Erinte ii. gee $6 214407 395194 = 874s 
particularly for the tables that accompanied the}  Sateens .... ...pcs. 23,130 123,124 75,838 g80,03° 
report. The Annual Customs Returns were only Nl pops igo which pee sues gen 
issued on the 23rd he believed, and it had been Victoria Lawns...pee. 76,880 59,833 34.330 36-854 
rather arush to get the tables compiled in time | Silk-faced Satins..pce. wore Raced 474 14SsTSE 
for the meeting.—(Hear, hear.) Se ici Stee he 425,960 a8 600 oe ake 
The Sgcretary having acknowledged the vote, Mousselines ge 
i ine(at s¢ yds. 
the meeting separated. Seen cc: genase: en a ‘seinen -agbiens 
Cloth... ... «+ PCS. $3,980 89. 203,201 
Hlankets allkinds.pairs §40,01§ 2,349,861 920,422 48sho5 
Value of Exports and Imports for all Japan dure] Iron, all denomi- 
: nations quoted..pls. 836,332 2,099,060 680,708 sey +7 
ing the Years 1895 and 1894, Iron Wire ails...ple. 329,500 644,385 249.826 798, 
Increase of ye Plates ..,  ...bxs. Preise eine 2 Rey Se : Heed 
T 5 a . erosene cases 8 i. 0518, 23109! 
vosues a cat Pcie $ fone Pe he Sugar, Brown ple. 90,609 34873/040 820,309 3.129184 
Kobe and Osaka... .... +=: 39.442,654 30,808,482 = 9,940.8 73 Sugar, White Re- - 
Nagasaki, Hakodate, and fined ... spies 606,447 $28642420 495. 3,992,905 
other Ports .. 33,877,890 30,087,927 1,849,963 | Window Glass ...bxs. S$0134 = 247,167 = 381793 = 990734 
236,212,2 rm 246 33 93 Increase. ‘é Decrease. 
aed i area a Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 
Total value of Imports. 1895. 1894. Imports, | Raw Cotton... | ...pls. 53.598 8 753.046 — = 
poxchane oe $ $6,095 83° $ $0r441,878 $ 5,648,458 oe hin 
obe and Osa see ces = 650729, 3 0794s 
Nagasaki, Hakodate, and rail ie 4079403781 Yarns not quoted 


6.434 8 499,262 





q ds. per piece ...pcs, — — 
There being no seconder of Mr. Gay’s amend-] Total Kaborts ea icone aie ret, TJCloths... ..pes. = Syst S67 
ment, the original proposal was put tothe meeting | Total increase of the trade of 1895. wu. 8 340046715 nas ee 
and carried. ‘ —_———— Twills . i ang 64nqo 35,484 
Mr. Kilby and Mr. Hutchinson were then ap-| Comparative Table of Deliveries and Stocks of igh lccsel ERO ge = i 
P Cotton Italians & 
pointed scrutineers of the ballot. The ballot for the Principal I ts at Yokohaina durin Sateeia.. kc. uk s. on = §2,708 256,906 
President resulted as follows:—Jas. Walter, 7; P miperts @ ° UTIOR | turkey Reds ...pes. 83,686 128,195 -_ _ 
J. Dodds, 2; E. F. Kilby, 2; and J. P. Reid, t. the Years 1895 and 1894. ven rata rea gc 39,909 a 47:97 
_ The Cuairman said he had not intended stand- Increase or Increase or | Silk-faced Satins. cs. ~ _" $,.8aa = 133,733 
ing for President again, as owing to his partner’s ____ Decrease of Decrease of abe vs eee PCBe 36,06$ 396,178 pa ms 
going home, he bad more work thrown upon him Beall aha abs i aes Metaite cage a 7790 ST4SDS 
than usual. But he had received so much help | paw Cotton.pis. 200,047 146,646 53,5998 — — = | Laine (at 24 yds. 
from the Vice-President and the members of the| Cottos Yarns— chi ee. = _— Pb ts 
Committee during the past year, that he was ape ple 41,529 soe t 41963 $532 4:999* O88) Eiaoketsallkinds pairs 309,604 863,450 sad Z 
moved to accept their nomination with pleasure. | Grey sit Iron, all genet - 
—(Hear, hear.) He thanked them for the honour. | _ ings... ...pcs. 497-420 388,110 °109,270 $8,800 96,$00 2 25,700 nations quoted..pls. 285,630 $3648 : 
zi : 2 4 T. Cloth cs. 81 62,800 * 10,7 8 000 ¢ Iron Wire Nails... Is. 37,316 354,48 
Mr. E. Flint Kilby was elected as Vice-Presi-| icaigosbinte are eee aS SO} Tin Plates ... ..bx8 9.783 — 5,167 
dent, and in returning thanks said that he would pint ete...pes. 41,960 02,900 t 61,640 9,600 s2,S00 ¢ 13,900 Basen Brown ee Bs,092 55.856 442,893 386,089 
do his best for the Chamber rints.... ...pes. 103,160 176,950 t 74,790 7,709 323,000 T 15,300] < , Wh ae 
hg . Cotton Ita- NEOs ite Re 
Mr: W. B. Water, while the election of Come] tisns... ' fined ... ... w pls. 118,339 - 428,905 
auPhe o ie : we PCS. 41,670 68,690 T 80,980 $,4§0 28,00 t 18,550 a = 
mittee was proceeding, said the Chamber were Turkey Reds.pcs. 82,800 17,860 * 10,949 $5,900 azjo00 * a6,g00 | Window Glass ...bxs, — aaig4t___ 48,035 
greatly indebted to their Chairman for the excel- verre 1 PCB. 28,970 28,590* 380 2,950 go t 435° Total,..§2,886.617 Total...$2,969,409 
lent and exhaustive report that he had presented | Lawns ...pcs. 81,390 46,820® 34,$00 3,000 7,900 41500 SpaScececess 
to them that afternoon upon the trade of Japan | Silk-faced 
: Ins pes. 2,6 t 
and Yokohama in particular.—(Hear, hear.) It gare sp iy nabs oes Pos Bt et pi Table showing dneresxe arid: Dectsass.. 40 bg 
was very salisfactory to see the increase in this | Italian Cloth.pes- 7 30 134.600 t $8,270 12,900 25,000 ¢ 321500 principal articles of Export from Japan in 
country’s trade, an increase that might be expect- cieth epee. 43g 10804 fetes 140 ee aie 1895, as compared with 1894. 
ed to grow greater and greater as time goes on.| Blankets  ...prs. §§1,800 247,130 ®304,670 13,200 25,000 ¢ zs J00 
4 4 ind g & , EXPORTS. 
But there was one thing that had not been noted Mee atoec ale 836,376 612,137 "224,039 12,974 130004 46 1894 
ri the ceport, and that should, he thought, be re-| Wire pelle pu 121,140 242,510 t 20,376 18, (oO 12,000% 1,400 eon "Caalbias 
erred to at that meeting: that was thé great) Tin Plates...bxs. $7,073 4983 +2 S.g00t = 700 i 3 
change that had taken plecs in Japan MA ie Kerosene,cases 2,315,370 9,332,883 t 1/163 248-570 4830004 Si4oess ee anit 
Re. P y sapan, O} Sugar... ...pls. ,3999528 16298,890 ‘102,228 157,600 47,068 *110,$32 | Raw Silk . pi. $8,100 $47,866,959 54.84% $39,353,156 
doubt in all other Eastern countries, in regard to Window " : sess eives : Warts Silk an ashi. gukenes wos8 sigs 
the cost of articles produced in the country itself,| Glee ---Dx8: S5:834_ 35.093 19" 8 pee. OROONS, APB eae : via : 
: = i Toa ic. se ooopls. $2,768,882 8,879,842 $0,057,980 749500354 
It was a matter that constantly engaged the atten- *=Increase. t=Decrease of Deliveries and Stocks. Copper an so BOR §6187,007 254,007 419000184 
tion of distinguished bimetallists at home, and . ; Ppa fon Pla. et Bo 5 $ peipeae jocoe 
they were constantly making the statement, that Table showing Increase and Decrease in the Rie rie. 1,798,983 709,756 1,425,780 §,805,398 
articles produced in these Eastern Countries main- tincipal atticles of Export from the port of | Fish-Oil ... ..pls. 326,243 $23,879 166,032 665,808 
tained the same level of prices steadily throughout a as 4 Vegetable Wax.ple. 87.993 3S4H47 440 Seat 
dhe” P y throughou Yokohoma in 1895, as compared with 1894. | Tobacco (Leaf).pls. 90,400 986,083 39,938 259,675 
the years of silver’s downfall. Now this was not Silk Handker- 
the case, at any rate during the last twelve crab SNeER cee a: SETA: (SEIS 1435674 $1608,199 
months, It was in the recollection of all, as coming 1895. 4 ee a a atatac end, 
within the range of their daily experience, that the Quantit seeelace, Quantity, Value. | others)... «pes. 681.847  91907,548 "$68,160 By39e494 
cost of labour, and the cost of living in all ways had] silk... ... pla. $8,086 $47,866,300 $4,729 $39,867,$00 | Coal . tons. 1,844,858 7,604,788 3,701,130 6,578,408 
greatly increased. Take one special staple of} Waste Silk an ‘ Increase: Decrease. 
Japan, tice, the selling price of which was said to eo 8 senna: ppd 29,827,408 pelt Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, 
regulate the cost of living in Japan. The cost of Tobscro pls. 6,888 731900 ee ya ipod Raw re ae 3,259 $8,513,101 = = 
¢ ‘ Py e i Prey) eee) ° 202 * e 
tice had doubled within the past six years. It was | rish Oil pat 106.958 jpbaos 154,379 617,800 Cocoons.. pls. - 83524779184 
in the recollection of all present that they paid for Copper. vpls. 129,09§ 8,578,800 337,040 245494800 Tea... ae Pls. 1,710,963 ae is oo 
i . Sil al ere 0' r eee eooP 8. — t) , 4 aia 
saa rice, a he years ago, from $2.20 to $2.30 per | ores ..doz. 1,825,906 51255400 1,418,973 3,588,358 Antimony pls, 35,674 23,699 = 
picu : now A is rice costs $4 per picul. And, as Silk Pce-goods...pcs. 640,977 91798,400 434,266 703471$50 Cémphor ae pls. 1,670 503,676 on = 
the cost ofsice and other staple articles had risen, Increase. Decrease. Rice oa eee 5730203 2,614,358 49,888 143 sa 
so had the cost of labour. During the last twelve Quantity. Vane Quantity. Value. octbic Weneles. = - 16,089 «3375 
months wages liad almost doubled in Japan, while See wil ce 31366 $8,598,800 Tobacco... PIs. 478 - a 43,062 
the cost of living not only for foreigners but for | Cocoons ple 1,794 - - $139,350 | Silk Handker- ; 
dri { Tea ile tthe. 993,927 $37,300 —_ _ chiefs ... me og 479,900 3,771,826 “~ — 
Japanese as well had risen from 25 to 30 percents} rcpaccg 1) i le = 39,700 9.886 $1,900 | Silk. Piece Goods 
This change was no doubt apparent in other | Rice ... wl INpla. aus wad 37,450 63,200] (Habutae and hay Siaekicis a = 
Eastern countries beside Japan, and the subject { Fish Oil ... ...pls, = <= one 338,800 Poh bila ka pe er 1688 7096.39 - _ 
was therefore one that should be mentioned in their | SOP fanakern ~ cs om ng EP 
Chamber. chiefs .., ..doz. 406,953 1,673,400 = am Total $56,208,425 Si at 
The CratrMan thanked Mr. Walter for the| Silk Pce-goods...pls. 206,811 2,550,850 — oe ce. 
suggestions that had fallen from him; they Total $13,270,050 «= Total $ 492,850 
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Table showing Increase and Decrease in the prin. 
cipal articles of Import into Japan in 1895, 


as compared with 1894. 
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Table showing the value of Silk Handkerchiefs and 
Silk piece-goods (habutae and others) export- 
ed during the years. 


Table showing the value of Imports into the port 
of Yokohama during the years 1895 and 1894. 


Arms, Clocks, Watches, ” 











Machine Instru- 
Imports (Re-exports deducted.) ments, Veanate, a $7,722,141 ~ $9,577,547 Sille Handkerchiefs. _Silk Piece Goods. 
1895. 1894. set vig fet ent 879,842 1.35405 be All Japan. Yokohama. “All Japan, Yokohama. 
Cust ° one 29,03! §14,0 
Qantity. “Valoer” Quantity, “Qate™*| Clothing and Apparel |. 4037536 254,581 | 1997+ $1,146,280 $1,127,005 $135,224 $ 52,305 


Raw Cotton —...pl8. 1,551,422 $24,820,304 1,198,977 $19,004,605 


Cotten Yarn, in- 
cluding Fine 
Yarns not quoted 
in the Chamber’s 


Circular ... ... pis, 145,539 7,072,078 759,093 7,964,363 


Grey Shirtings, all 
weights at #4 


yds per piece,..pcs. 1,192, 3,©56,790 1,071,0r5 2,918,286 






























1888.. 1,233,927 1,214,942 258,033 186,705 
1889.. 2,104,459 2,061,450 623,456 557,384 
1890.. 2,516,946 2,482,219 1,167,868 1,040,780 
1891.. 2,811,820 ph 1,763,716 1,646,270 
1892.. 3,494,417 3,460,168 4,434,078 4,369,965 
1893.. 3,899,046 3,861,673 4074,993 4,017,211 
1894.. 3.628,128 3,582,007 8,399,494 8,257,874 


vues é patent and 
CMICAS 2. .eesereeecevese 2y505,089 1,533,026 
Dyes and Paints ...... ..... 1,692,815 ck ts 
Glass and Glass Ware ... 200,485 1375545 
Grain and Seeds ............ $63,462 1,717,308 
Hair, Horn, Ivory, Skins, 


MEGA sivciunaridbiivwscsscsce fe 221,20 8 
Metals and Metal Manu. * 9 975733 








9, Cubes % ae 
lndigo Shiriines, a Se Se Hy Oil and Wax:— si i 5,080,411 | 1895.. 5,399,955 5,255,388 91997,846 9,798,369 
Silesias, an Kerosene .. $1,926,091 4,312,07 omar yee 
ONS: eee, aes pes. 41,052 86,304 145,6 : 2920, $2,312,079 ? 
Sateens ... ... pes. 153,474 730,356 254,855 1 24,7 Sugar $4 P00 bG0 ved ded cun vanleed one 6,805:797 7,161 070 18 4. 1895. 
Turkey Reds ...pes. 217,500 pty oa 66,516 gf ef ee COUROD ois heist Secccesss 197,128 ‘ ‘ 
Velvets.., 20 o pes. 63,118 485.874 82,988 eases Raw Wool ...... ........... ho 9 19 as bs. 3 Ibs. t 
Victoria Tawns...pes. —— —— 104.965 83.416] Raw Silk, Cocoons, and 4 ty pean :+16,526,290 440,905 2,591,164 174,186 
Silk-faced Satins.pes. 2 36,693 11,465 235,279] Floss.Silk 2 8.316 6 which to 
Flannel all kinds.pes. 84,641 957,969 = 26,512 8 ; ‘. *) sev rene 23943! 100,209 
Ce aa a ad Li => eins 7 ikl io le a 
tee eeeees ’ . 
peaked 24 ye Sebo ‘ “" — eee see 794 73,055 pg 2 
ico ces PCRs * 3632.3 7930335 3.750, SHE a Sepa ass j 
saad = he ott att eee ai] Hemp cc onal wkyg | Table showing the Import of Kerosene, both from 
pen ar ae ’ , 245,613 561,099! Sundries mixed "457,933 , 328,786 America and Russia, during the years 1895 
nations quoted..pls. 1,641,38 3 1346, m ———w = 16, eet | &48 
Iron Wire Nails...pls. 249,820 ease ne etn Tobacco, Cigars, ete. ...... erase te and 1894. 
Tin Plates ... .. bxs. 481564 25%,13t 53.544 296,168 | Wines and Liquors......... 554,289 405,062 YOKOHAMA. 1895. 1894. 
Savane Brows “pe Sassy, fopsony Sings? Seutsez| Sundries (nel. Keclmports) 2.430.199 Fei a 
Sun r, White Re- : : / , ‘ : ; ‘ arpa ee From Aimet Sik ibdsadiveunddetatic 8 2 8 I 68.406 
rah ry rad pls. 1,290,539 7,605,568 1,089,140 8,653,333 Total rrr say ere see coe one 856,0959830 $5904.47+372 From Russia SOCCEEED Fee eee Pi ee — 830 
Window Glass .,,bxs. 108,392 300,783 77,916 242.3 a . ——pimees eas calves Countrine pe ’ ’ 
fasts eer Vable showing the value of Exports from Japan eopereny* 51005 = 
- Qantity. Value. Quantity, Valea: during the years 1895 and 1894. ; 
bomraligg moi ie 3525445 $ $815,699 = = Books and 1895. 1894. otal OCR ee tenet eee 2,075,344 2,518,236 
cluding Fine Paper ... $ 488,358 $ 362,067 ALL JAPAN. 1895. 1894. 
age on enone’ Drugs, Medicine, Dyes and Paints :— pn Can. 
Ewediae abe = = 136454 8 Bones Camphor.$ 1,526,332 $1,023,956 Brom Americassesseessssessee 25379100 3,595,404 
Grey Shirtings, al , Others ae 1,85',525 3,078,357 1,437,676 2,461,632 From Russia con can cid eudaaeuce 2,005,784 1,968,968 
bey Seratiahcaks, 121,945 138 ‘alt ea Grain, Beverages and Provisions :— From other Countries,..../... 39,357 — 
T. Cloths ... ... pcs. Bobs 8,82) ~ = Rice ...... $ 7,209,756 $5,595,398 ao _ isnnnsteen 
Indigo Shirtings Others .... 5,514,0'5 12,723,775 5,217,799 10,813,197 , 
Silesias and — ea eae Total OOOO eee tweens eee 4,415,241 5:504,372 


Twills oe «pcs, a= —_ 


FINES... cee ove _ — 


8 pes. 
Cotton Italians and 
Sateens ... 


«PCs. a 
Turkey Reds ...pes. 150,984 235,892 


Velvets sess ves pes, 


Victoria Lawns..pcs 63,245 41,685 


Silv-faced Satins pes. 


Flannel all kinds.pcs. 58,229 652,29% 


Italian Cloth ...pes, 
Mousselines de 












Metal :— 
Copper .. $ 5,157,667 $4,900,754 
Others ... #.380,553 6,538,220 1,120,618 6,030,372 


Oil and Wax :— 


104,598 205,848 
57,007 137,82 


101,381 = 451,384 


Less Re-export, origin not 
GERIBUALER. * icccrananasdcndie 47,210 75,017 


39,670 24777) Kish Oil $ 523,279 $ 665,808 Net total ...,..s:0008 4,368,031 5,488,755 
8,773 198,586| Vegetable 
pi pale Wax... 334,847 562,935 ———_ 


109,264 833,744] Others ... 67,630 925,756 51,248 1,279,191 


Import of Raw Cotton into Japan daring the 


Laine (at 24 yds. Silk, Waste, etc :— 

per piece) ...pcs. 53,65 482,027 — - Raw ......$47:366-257 $3903530156 five years 1891 to 1895. 
Blankets na Bik pains 389, $ i200 38 S90 501389) Waste and 1891, 189s. 
fron, all denomi- sie 9 _Cocoons 3:060,957 3+538,080 a Quantity. Value, Quantity. Value. 

nations quoted.pls, 294,99 816,358 — ‘ans Silk Worm Piculs. Yen, Piculs, Yen. 
Iron Wire Nails..ols. _ _ 11,631 50,983 Eggs .. 14226 01928,440 NS'5 426892759 | India 265,641 3,382,061 362,257 4,692,2 
Tin Plates oe) pes pis. - ae 4,980 45,037 = - ae Bae eT eke ’ ’ , ‘ 4; , 45 
Kerosene ... .. cases — _ 1,120,124 804,588 | Skins, Hairs Shells, Horns, China — ...459,960 3,697,042 661,826 6,063,918 
Sugar, Brown ...pls, 39 — — 19.274 475,295 etc...... 506,076 3159452] America... 53,044 1,011,518 91,853 1,435,862 
Suger, White a am mea TOS scssscsse ‘i perce 719309987 | Korea... 4,718 18,297 915 4.333 
Window Giass...bxs. 30475 $8,397 — 7 ga pte oc ia ian Other Coun- 

chiefs..$ 52399955 $ 3,628,128 tries...... 17,478 90,333 16,631 + —-128, 296 


Total...$9,263,063 —_‘Totall...$5,449,809 





Table showing value of Exports from the port of 

























—__ 


Total ..,.800,841 8,199,251 1,133,482 12,324,654 


Silk Piece 
Goods.. 9:997,846 85390,494 
Others ... 6779-325 22,177,626 §,707,866 17,735,488 


Tobacco (Leaf and 





1893. 1894. 
India ..,....365,924 6,052,048 446,203 8,144,264 





























Yokohama during the years 1895 and 1894. manuf.) 379743 343.274 
Call since. _ 795045788 645781461 | China ...713,364 8,622,335 621,400 8,561,935 
1895, 1894-  f Porcelain, Curios and Sundries (incl. Re- America .. 61,603 1,273,421 120,568 2,680,671 
‘nacse grt aol $ 320,829 $ 248,980 Exports) 215381,808 166499114] Koren..... 1,101 5,199 144 685 
, nes, ; Other Coun- 
Dyes and Paints. 605,402 805,812 Total... $136>8125178 $1 035246,086 

Grain, Beverages. —— ; tries,..., 16,326 198,567 10,662 217,485 
and Provisions. 1,510,595 1,818,258] Table showing value of Imports into Japan din- A == Gu, 

Metals :— ra ing eo? 1895 and 1894. Total..1,158,318 16,151,570 1,198,977 19,605,040 
Cc sssee$ 2,578,818 »540. Arms, Clocks, Watches, ’ ‘ 

Ot 4 — aun 3,012 - : 2 8a. 2,875,942| Machinery, Instruments - es aes 1898; 
peed SON ee Vessels, ets... »-;.;++--8 14.874.929 $ 15,908,608] India ....ccccsesssssssersessseesees 5295437 8,220,617 
2 a teices at Beverages and Provisions. 1,489,201 1,688,687 China "688 I aie. 02 
Oil and Wax - Books and Stationery...... t, 124,188 889, 196 A F OR OORESCRSOEES Seeeeecorerens thes 4, rg 
on Oil BOO v56 478,277 617,! 14 — tot arog 572,454 328,049 aed STEER OCR Ree eee eee eee a Po eae 
h oe ee 8 88, 6 ; 6 rugs, ediciness See sesacoserconccvoocoeccaeone 
ers 9 49 4 12 mt 43! 28 545 Peanivala By ee Ppa 4,912,806 3,545,261 Other Counts WSS seceve eeteeterenee 5,938 91,766 
. Dyes and Paint .........0. 2,802,908 1,934,025 

Silk, Waste, etc. :— Glass and Glass Wa 426,258 363,050 
Raw ............47,966,257 39,267,487 Grains and Seeds............ 7,517,996 11,695,040 Total tetaseeneveceessereeeveely 551,527 24,822,097 
Waste and Hair, Choris DN oo 2,868,553 1,802,607 
Cocoons _..2,720;770 3,287,961 Metals and Metal Manu- aia aca 
Silk Worm Eggs. 1,226 50,588,253 : 1,515 42,556,963 BS gn Beigua . 149106,026 '0,855°755| Table of total value of Exports to various Coun- 

——S— —— ee cae an a “a . . 

Skins, Hair, Shells Kerosene ...$ 4:303,926 $ 5,002,457 tries during the Years 1895 and 1894. 
Horns, etc... 211,286 122,013 Others .vsoasee 70D 780,897 5,084,829 550,847 595531004 Yokohama. All Japan. 

ID sa psincne. cones $1236:913 4,943,608 RAE ass. 0: bus aise0s ses sivcve 19S 9000S 13,286,054 1895. 1894. 1895. 

Textile Fabrics and Clothing :— Raw Cotton .........sssee08 24,822,097 19,605,040 | 1° United States $44,06:,819 $36,002,897 $54,028,950 #son9-s39 
Silk Handker- Raw Wool ........ccsecereee 19 196,958 £97,197 - peat ven — pie int pers = 1 
__chiefs ...... 1255.388 3.582.007 Raw Silk Cocoons and To China ig ve "567,98 ,413.632 9,135,109 8,813,087 
Silie Piece Goods CUROTEE accch scouts sts 529,264 1529426 | ToGreat Britain 4,273,021 Re 79883,09 —-§,.950,1 

(Habutae and . | Textile Fabrics :— Tolndia ... ... 1,785,903 1,565,925 435908 See: 9 
others) ... 9,798,359 8,257,874 Cotton .. ...$14,307,264 £14,927,93! To Canada... ,,. 2,188,609 1,438,150  —1,986,11 2.335 
Sundries...... 1,897,047 161951404 2+300,239 14,140,120] Woollen ......11,643,375 75374.035 To Italy w+ ... 34630844 2842,087 5,550,736 2,900,309 

oe ee Sie sccn antes ants [Fo Gemaiy Siena Gonest Seats ee 

Tobacco (Leaf and Hemp we..ess 15733,933 806,448 To Australia .,, 166,914 96,718 wae 1,098,066 
Manuf’d 6 227,520} sundriesmixed 783,077 551,468 To Russia... ... 185,173 112,095 1,322.7. ly 

anuf’d.)... 75909 7S —28,886,1149— 24,013,398 | To Austria... .., 34-07 284,943 4 465,209 

Sundries (Porcelain, Tobacco Ci ars etc 1,048 ; 365 173 To Switzerland... 466,11 702,635 9718 703,021 

, Curios. etc., includ- - 647.917 | Wines and “pra ga a teh 497,220 To rebate nese + 9359374 806,608 393,689 a oo 
ing Re-Exports). wetted arne7 97 Sundries (incl. Re-lmports)5,993.597 424325195 To other Countries ‘gen,a¢7 R S775 =e 
Total ...... $84,791,534 $73,015,678 Total so. ses sores see vneB12Q,260,5 78 $117)431,955 Total 1. s+ $84179%/634 $73,015,678 $236,122,278 $113,246,086 
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Table of total value of Imports from vatious 
Countries during the Years 1895 and 1894. 


dager All Japan, 
From Great Bri- 1895. 1894. Se I 
tein ... 0 ue vee $25,622,650 $22,990,475 $45,172,112 $42,189,874 


From China =... 5,408,847 
586 


From India... ... 2, 


From Hongkong. 357385116 


From Germany... 6,905,598 


From United States 4,046,497 


From France ... 27438.213 
From Korea (9,%12 
From Russia... 815,533 
From Kelgium... 154972146 


Prom Switserland 833.579 


Frow Philippine 


Islands ... ... 76,004 
From Australia... 763,885 


From Annam, 


Tonkin, efc... 379.113 
From other Countries 496,972 


ee ES 


Total... ... $56,095,830 $50,497,372 $129,860,578 $117:451,955 


Table showing total value of the Trade of Japan 
with various Countries during 1895 and 1894. 
Yokohama. All Japan. 


With United 





1895. 


1895. 1894. 
seseea-eveee $48,122,376 $40,867,883 $63,305,310 $54.306,126 


4,082,523 292,985.144 = 17.5'1,507 
2,415 712 12,008,811 10,560,448 
4,010,799 8,078,190 8,999,718 
535.295 12,233,159 71909 1542 
4x6 4,086 9,276,360 10,982.558 
2,181,232 5,180,135 45348045 
1,089 3,925,400 2, 183.313 
63x.390 = s-8,487 058141735774 
786,292 2,060,245 1,201,121 
528,950 1,040,932 629,208 


982,327 3,220,745 1,698,819 
355.769 3,033,785 534,763 


442 3.392,673 6,204,147 
,085 1,249,010 9,355,125 





1894. 


States .. 2 

With Great Britain 29,885,671 29.53.3588 $3,055,202 48,140,072 
6,269,836 6,096,156 33,120,253 26,325,494 
With France......... 23,494,824 20,960,953 27,786,821 93,846,824 
79783.620 8,018,087 26,440,093 2641991799 
49472,579 3,987,637 16.361,047 14,248,607 
8,609,270 § 010,546 15,573-272 9,427,091 


With China ......00 


With Hongkong... 
With India .......0 
With Germany ... 
With Korea......... 
With Italy... .. 
With Annam, Ton- 
Kein, CtC.....cc000 0 
With Russia ...... 
With Australia ... 
With Belgium .... 
With Canada ..... 
With Switzerland. 
With Philippine Is- 
lands .......sccceses 
With Austria ...... 
With Hawaii ...... 
With Holland...... 
With Sweden and 
Norway —..sccoses 
With Siam ......... 
With other Coun- 
UPLB cacresceesevees 


8x ,461 


38,572 6,756,877 4,548,425 


3,582,877 2,9472900  3099,30r 3 070.729 


1,000, 


394,733 1,052,045 3,400,228 6,228,670 
686 


743,485 2,740,404 2,19 4.123 


930.799 452.487 2,312,429 1,632,829 


3,235:297 
1,195319 
1,299,697 


816,125 


794,739 2,198,189 1,220,600 
1433-899 1.999,887 2,257,082 
1,231,535 1,507,930 1,332,239 


1,023,665  15415,577 11919,406 
; ‘ 485,006 


335293 303.452 = 475-747 
236,723 205.190 395,853 320,¢ 56 


$0.094 41,854 3442978 167,045 
15,738 16.988 208,520 29,199 
99? 20,973 151,028 621,823 
2093-786 I,022,758 3,723,974 9 369275437 


—— eel 
Total ... 140,887,454 123,463,050 265,372,756 230,788,°41 





Table showing the total value of Specie and 


Bullion Exported from and Imported into 
Japan during the years 1895 and 1894. 


Export. 
1895. 
British lndia= 


$18,341,615 $25,697,535 $ 1,316,343 $ 400,000 


China— 


1,241,153 3,780,120 70.685 1,273,617 


Great Biitatn— 


2,791,778  3:146,790 1.593.772 *4,688,479 


Hongkonp— 


3,135,596 1,061,387 304,500 488,431 


Kotea— 
1,360,800 
Germany— 


127,390 
United States— 


3 
Other Countstes= 


303,022 





1894. 


531,214 1,615,249 682,429 


106,122 see 


Import. 
1895 1894. 


483,780 9,113,755 


55.943 489,885 136,942 


— EE A 





$27,301,699 $34.379.111 $ 5,874,164 $26,783,653 





Vokohama— 


—- ee 








$13,878,217 $13,228,450 $ 1,926,822 $ 1,678,972 


Kobe and Osaka— 


13,020,809 20,800,440 4,470,184 24,847,397 
Nagasaki and other Ports— 


350,221 4771158 257,284 
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$27,301,699 $34,379,111 $ 5,874,164 $26,783,053 
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Table showing the fluctuations in the Rates for 
Sterling Bills on London during the years 


1893 to 1895. 


January vvrceceee 
February vo... 
Marcls,,..cccavees 
Poti! sssatsevese 


Altigpusl .ersccuee 
—September....... 
October ....3. bes 
“Wovember ...... 
December ...... 


Bank Sight. 


_ 1895+ _ 1894. 7893. 
* e e ved a Pe 
a o e 2 eo @ 
 £ S82 & & & 
ed x =] 3 mr «OS 


1/1rd 1/11% 2/34 2/28 2/83 2/88 
1/t1p 1/11 2/2% 2/0% 2/8% 2/83 
r/11§ 2/1 2/o% 1/112 2/8% 2/84 
aie 2/1¢ 2/1% 2/oh 2/8} 2/83 
2/1% 2/2 2/18 2/08 2/9 2/8% 
2/1d 2/28 2/1$ 2/08 2/8% 2/63 
afie 2/18 2/1} 2/og 2/68 2/4 

aftkh 2/24 2/28 2/1 2/5% 2/5% 
2/2 2/24 2/24 2/2 2/53 2/5 

2/24 2/24 2/2 2/1$ 2/53 2/4% 
2/2 2/24 2/1} ee 2/4% 2/54 
2/t 2/1 2/o% 1/11¥ 2/43 2/34 
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| the compensation being adequate: so they made 
all manner of suggestions to avoid it, and at last 
it was agreed that the building matevial should 
be sold by auction in reduction of the ex: 
pense of pulling down. And the rotten old tim- 
bers were bought and cut up for firewood, the 


Credits 4 m/s. 


January ......... af ob sae ai alt 279% 
February ...... 1/11f 2/0 2/3§ 2/0 2/98 2/9% 
March......s0088 U/L1E 2/18 2/1 2/o§ 2/94 2/83 


April vicccccccoee 2/18 2/2$ 2/24 2/1 2/9% 2/9 































































May seseseseeeseers 2/ig 2/2% 2/24 2/14 2/94 2/88] orocess liberatin erms enough to start a fresh 
Junescceere ooecee 2/02 2/33 2/1 2/1 2/9§ 2/78 epidemic; The  eeiilt is that now Hongkong is 
JUly serececereerens 2/2 2/24 2/18 2/1§ 2/74 2/52] suffering from quarantine declared against it in 
AUgUSE ceseeess - 2/2 he 2/38 2/1 2/0% 2/68] some ports, and instead of blaming their own 
September ...... 2/2 2/24 2/33 2/2§ 2/63 2/58 short-sightedness the Hongkong people are abuse 


October .wu.e...e 2/28 2/3¢ 2/28 2/18 2/6 2/4% 
November ...... 2/24 2/2 2/2 2/o§ 2/5$ 2/42 
December ...... 2/14 2/23 2/o% 2/0 2/5 2/34 


ing the people of the other ports for being 
anxious to keep on the safe side. Another result 
it a pretty comedy in connection with the Sanitary 
Board; the property-owners at first favoured the 
official plan to destroy the unofficial majority on 
the Board; for the Civil Service has always 
looked askance at our osly ,* glimmers of repre- 
sentative government,” and it was now thought 
that an official majority on the Board would be 
less drastic in dealing with infected property. But 
for some tithe past the unofficial members have 
been absetit from the Board, having resigned (all 
but one, who was away from the colony) overa 
dispute in reference to the status of the Health 
Officers, and tlre official residue of the Board has 
not flattered the property p@ners unduly. So now 
the influential members of the community hardly 
know what:to do; they have pledged themselves 
to support a reconstruction of the Board on offi- 
cial lines, and they find it is exchange of King 
Log for King Stork. It was an anomaly in the 
first place for the alteged representatives of the 
ratepayers, namely the non-official members of 
the Legislative Council, to countenance an attack 
on the representative principle in te Board, and 
now they are in a parlous state. It serves them 
right. And it shows that “ ratepayers’ re- 
resentatives ” in a small community like this are 
-so:much mixed up with private interests that their 
decisions are not always for the best. [tis a sad 
conclusion to come to, that popular government it 
liable to do more harm than good in certain cir- 
cumstances, but it is inevitable. 

You will-have seen that the report of a secret 
treaty between Russia and China is revived, with 
more circumstantial detail than ever; but with no 
authority yet. {tis only “‘a correspondent” who 
speaks of having seen “a document,” which may 
be genuine.and yet be nothing but a memoradum 
setting forth what arrangements certain persons 
might wish to make. Or it may be all invention 
—China is a land of liars. And whew it is ‘all 
there, gcanting that a treaty in those terms is an 
accomplished fact, it amounts to nothing more 
than a consummation of plans that have been 
known to be in progress for many a long day, and 
bound to mature sooner or later. It is not an 
event, it is a mere incident, if it is anything at all. 

You will also have seen that the missionaries 
have been celebrating tlteir centenary, and mak- 
ing voluminous speeches. One enthusiastic gentle- 
man asserted that the Chinese have ‘‘no religion 
atall.” It is probably useless to inform him that 
they have a really beautiful and noble religion, 
which only needs to be followed faithfully. There 
is, for instance, a little book in English on " The 
Imitation of Buddha,” a compilation of gems from 
Buddhist writings, jast as the great Thomas 4 
Kempis compiled his “ Imitation of Christ”? from 
Christian writings, and if the Buddhist work is 
not quite as fine as'the other (which is a matter of 
opinion) it is at least good enough to give this 
reverend maniac the lie direct. And even if there 
had been not a word to be said in favour of the 
Chinese religion, it is not only bad taste but bad 
policy for missionaries to constantly say such 
things. Shakspeare’s lesson in elementary elocu- 
tion, through the mouth of the astute Mark 
Antony, is wasted on these propagandists, 


In connection with the missionary question, -it 
is significant to note that nothiug has yet been 
done with the Viceroy or other high officials 
responsible for the Kucheng outrage, though the 
infinitely less atrocious Chéng-tu riots were 
promptly avenged by the downfall of the pro- 
vincial satcap. Butin Szechuen there were French 
subjects attacked; in Moilim Germans; and 
whether it is or is not a case of post hoc, propter 
hoc, it at least looks bad. In Fatshan a few 








SOUTH CHINA. 


— 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDBHT.) 


Hongkong, March 14th, 

Hongkong has always had a bad reputation, 
whether deserved or not, in the matter of health, 
and just now it is doing its very best to justify 
the worst that has ever been said of it. Notcon- 
lent with “drainage throats? and indications in 
the direction of typhoid and diphtheria, incipient 
revivals of bubonic plague, and numerous other 
trifles, the Colony is now in the throes of a cattle 
epidemic which bids fair to annihilate the print 
cipal dairy farm in a short space of time. Wha- 
particular disease it is, nobody knows, for the 
wily bacillus has studied the Civil Service me- 
thods so successfully as to drop in at a time when 
the Colonial Vet. is thousands of miles away. This 
sort of irregularity ought to be stopped ; microbes 
and others ought to be notified that there must be 
a “close time’ when cattle may not be attacked 
and veterinary surgeons may have a rest. All 
the doctors in the Colony have tried to diagnose the 
disease, but without-result. Some fancy anthrax, 
some tinderpest, but the cattle go on dying and 
nothing can be done. There isa milk famine, for 
the dairies unattacked are inadequate to supply 
the deficiency. The authorities have drawn a 
close cordon round the affected district, and allow 
no person or thing to come out, for fear of carry- 
ing the mysterious incognito germ into the outer 
world: and some of the doctors who went to the 
farm to examine the animals were surprised to 
find themselves made prisoners. They had never 
thought of quarantine in that light before! Of 
course it is reasonable to maintain that if 
there is to be any attempt at isolation it must 
be regardless of peasons, for the bacteria will 
not make any exception, and so mone can 
be made by the people who combat the bac 
teria. But having arrived at the conclusion 
that all persons who enter the infected area 
must stay in or be disinfected before returns 
ing to the outer world, arrangements should be 
made accoidingly to accommodate those who 
are to be imprisoned and to disinfect those who 
are not. Iustead, with the usual brilliant facility 
at blundering, the Hongkong authorities shut in 
the doctors and managed so that nobody could 
be found to release them and a large gang of 
coolies were also shut in without food. The doc- 
tors escaped by petition to the Governor, and the 
coolies by bolting in the night, all undisinfected. 

Only a short while ago the Dairy Farm Com- 
pany held its aunual meeting, which was made 
remarkable by a curious speech of the Chairman, 
an incongruous mixture of piety and business, 
not usually considered-quite the best taste for a 
commercial concern. He mentioned with une- 
tion that the shareholders had “much to be 
thankful for under God’s good providence in 
guarding the cows from the diseases which had 
been so rife in the north.’ Heused to take away 
the men from their work on the Farm on Sun- 
days in order that they could attend his prayer- 
meetings, conducted with the aid of an interpreter. 
Iam not saying anything agains this peculiar 
method of doing business. I am merely record- 
ing history. 

As to the recurrence of bubonic plague, all I 
have lo say is that nothing less could have been 
reasonably expected. There were scores and 
hundreds ot fearfully filthy hovels, reeking with|months ago a hospital was attacked, and the 
pestilential horrors ; every impartial authority was | foreigners took theie complaint, not through the 
emphatic on the necessity of burning up the rub-| usual diplomatic channels, but to the Chinese offi- 
bish, the ‘‘ houses,” as they were called by|cials direct, and had it settled with wonderful 
courtesy. I see the Hongkong authorities are} despatch, ‘he British Consul may be so much 
quoting certain remarks of Professor Kitasato and|the more pleased to be saved the trouble, or ine 
are trying to twist his meaning against burning.|may feel hurt at being passed over, but it is 
Now, I had the pleasure of meeting him myself] apparently a mere waste of time to wait for 
and heating what he said, and there was absolute-} British Officialdom to do anything effective. 
ly no room for doubt or argument as to the} French, German, American, or any other Consuls 
meaning of what he said in my hearing—burn by | get straight to business, but not ours. It pains 
all means and nothing else will do. But the pro-| me to have to say such things to the discredit of 
perty-owners are powerful, and did not care to! England, but if faults are never pointed out they 
have their houses destroyed and run the risk of 'are never rectified. And speaking of faults, it is 
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a great pity that Zhe Témes annual summary, 
which ranks as a historical work of undoubted 
authority, made such a gross blunder as to say 
that Liu Ping.chang, the degraded Viceroy, was 
the Fokien Viceroy and was so punished for the 
Kucheng massacre. He was the Szechuet man 
of course, and the scoundrel of Fokien has never 
been punished, but has rather profited by the 
murders in the way of further extortions, 








EETTER FROM AMERICA. 
—_——_—__@——_____ 
(From our CorreSPonDENT.) 


La Crosse, Wis.,; March 3rd. 

Popular interest in the plueky wation at the 
gateway to the morning land still continues in the 
States. There is genuine admiration felt for the 
sagacity, energy, and military prowess displayed 
by Japan. 

Manufacturers here often ask the question : will 
Japanese manufacturers soon return to America to 
compete with our own, seeing they can manufac- 
ture clocks, bicycles, and the like so much more 
cheaply than we? So much ware of Japanese 
make is finding its way to other countries that the 
above query is quite logical. 

In many of the smaller cities are to be 
found stores or departments devoted exclusively 
to “things Japanese.” And they are often sold 
at afternoon and evening auctions, when multi- 
tudes gather, especially of the gentler sex, and 
with rapture listen as the auctioneer pleasantly 
discourses on the virtues and superior excellencies 
of the porcelain and silk goods. Feeling runs 
still higher as he pathetically cries out; ‘ Ah! 
h@re is what will interest you. This is what the 
poor ‘heathen Chinese’ bows down before and 
worships,” and he holds up a little Japanese doll ! ! 

So in many ways do people mix Chinese and 
Japanese. But everybody knows that Japan was 
the victor in the recent unpleasantness. As one 
rambles about the cities and calls here and there 
on well-to-do families, he finds specimens of Japan- 
ese artin the form of an imitation temple bell, a 
kakemono, @ vase, or screen, to show that Japan 
stands in good credit here. One very seldom 
finds Chinese ware. 

A lecture on Japan is generally sure to draw an 
audience, especially if illustrated with the stere- 
opticon. The magnificent scenery, the gorgeous 
temples, beautiful landscapes, the quaint manners 
of the dwellers in the Land of the Sunrise leave 
pleasing impressions, 

In a recent lecture on ‘The Coming Nation ” 
the speaker, representing two wrestlers on the 
screen brought into an apparently amorous prox. 
imity to each other, * brought down ” the house 
by remarking that they were not Japanese overs, 
but wrestlers, The ‘funny pillow ” is the wonder 
of Americans who are accustomed to repose on 
downy pillows. The wonder is how any one can 
rest. The little chop-sticks, too, are every inch a 
marvel, especially if an unskilled hand attempts 
to manipulate them. 

Representations and descriptions of their ma- 
jesties, the Emperor and Empress, are always 
greeted with enthusiasm. The reputation of the 
Emperor for sagacity, and that of the Empress for 
benevolence has been wafted across the seas, 

China’s Viceroy, to whom the then Count, now 
Marquis, Ito was in a position to dictate such 
close terms of peace at the conclusion of the recent 
war, was lately included in a ‘write up” of * six 
rich men,” in an American Journal. Li Hung- 
chang led the list, with Rockefeller, the Duke of 
Westminster, Wot Qua, the Cantonese tea 
Croesus, and others following. Li is said to be 
the owner of great rice fields and innumerable 
very profitable pawnshops and to possess five 
hundred millions. No doubt His Excellency 
Marquis Ito was aware of this. 

The excitement in the States at present relates 
mainly to the Cuban question. The people be- 
lieve the insurgents should -be recognized as belli- 
gerents. Voices are heard everywhere to this 
effect. But it places the President in an awkward 
position. Favour it he cannot and oppose it he 
dare not. The party might suffer and election is 
within sight. 

A new electric postal car is now under construc- 
tion, ordered by the postal department. It is to 
be propelled by electricity and arranged within on 
the plan of mail cars. It is hoped that thereby 
the distribution and delivery of mail will be greatly 
facilitated in the larger cities. If they area suc- 
cess it will not be long before they will bein gene- 
ral use=perhaps even in Japan. 


CONCERT AT THE PUBLIC HALL. 


——————_ > ———_—_—_ 

The second Concert of the season of the Yoko- 
hama Choral and Philharmonic Societies was 
given at the Public Hall on Wednesday even- 
ing before a fairly good house. The whole of 
the evening was devoted to selections from the 
works of Mendelssohn, and for the first time in 
Yokohama the cantata, “ Lauda Sion,” was ac- 
companied by a full orchestra of string, wind, 
and brass. Owing to the prevalence of influenza 
in our community, and partly no doubt on account 
of the very inclement nature of the weather on 
Wednesday evening, the chorus was seriously de- 
pleted, not half the number being present. There 
were but few absentees among the orchestra, how- 
ever, which was made up as follows :—First Violins, 
Miss A. Page, Miss K. Page, Miss Helena Page, 
Mr. Kaufmann, Mr. H.A. Poole, and Mr. Bonar 
(absent) ; Second Violins, Mrs. Carew, Miss Mary 
Crane, Miss Annie I. Moss, Miss Irene Scott, 
Mr. Staniland, Mr. F. S. Booth, and Mr. 
Noel Page; Violas, Mr. J. Danenberg and Dr. 
N. G. Munro (absent); Violoncellos, Mr. R 
Schmid, Mr. Th. Bunge; Double-Basses, Mr. 
A. B. Walford, Mr. W. A. Crane, and Mr. J. G. 


Doering (absent); Clarionets, Mr. J. Archer, 
and Mr, J. L. Pereira; Flutes, Mr. de Micheaux, 
and Mr. E. Andriess Cornet, Mr. H. B. Darnell; 


Tenor Trombone, Mr. P. Launay; Piccolo, Mr: 
N. A. Walter (absent); Euphonium, Mr. C. 
Griffin; Percussion, Mr. A. A. Loureiro; Piano- 
forte, Miss Ethel Griffin and Miss A. Vincent. 
The soloists in “ Lauda Sion " were Mrs. W. W. 
Campbell, soprano; Miss Burdett Leach, contralto; 
Mr. F. Gillett, tenor; and Mr. A. B. Walford, 
bass. Both ladies gave a most expressive render- 
ing of the parts allotted them, and in the 
pater a'charming effect was obtained. Mrs. 
ampbell’s singing of ‘* Lord, at all times I will 
bless thee,” was warmly applauded. The choruses 
went very well, being better balanced than on 
some previous octasions, and the orchestral ac- 
companiment was a decided success. 

It was in the latter half of the programme that 
disappointment was first experienced. The 
‘* Meeresstille” overture opened well, but ere the 
second movement was well underweigh signs of 
nervousness were apparent, and it took all Mr. 
Griffin’s tact and ingenuity to bring the wavering 
musicians into a proper mood again, Butthecon- 
cluding movement compensated for this slight de- 
fect. Mrs. W.W. Campbell’s rendering of “ Hear 
ye! Israel,” was above all praise. Phrasing, modula- 
tion, and expression were perfect, and at the close 
the singer was greeted with rounds of applause. 
The house recalled Mrs. Campbell, but she would 
only bow her thanks. Two of Mendelssohn’s de- 
licious Songs without Words, the “Trauermarsch,”’ 
and the lovely, rippling “Spring Song,” were 
next given by the Philharmonic Society, but it 
must be acknowledged that neither was a success: 
indeed these must be recorded as the first public 
failures of the Philharmonic Society. The string 
instruments were in perfect accord, but at the 
most critical points the trombone failed to come 
up to time, and something went wrong among the 
reeds. After a song, ‘‘Suleika,” by Mrs. F. C. 
Herb, the Philharmonics gave a capital recital of 
the March of the Priests, from ‘* Athalie,” bring- 
ing the Concert to a close. 

The last Concert of the season is fixed for Wed- 
nesday, May 6th, when Cumming’s pretty Cantata, 
‘©The Fairy Ring,’ will be produced. The pro- 
posed programme of the Philharmonic Society 
comprises some dainty pieces. 





EMIGRANT PROTECTION LAW. 
a 

Art. 1L—The term “ Emigrants” used in this 
Law applies to persons that emigrate to foreign 
countries for the purpose of fabour, or to their 
families who either accompany them or are about 
to emigrate to the places where an emigrant is 
staying. 

The nature of the labour specified in the pre- 
ceding clause shall be determined by special order, 


Art. II1.—An emigrant may not emigrate to a 
foreign country until he or she (or they) have 
received a license from the competent Admini- 
strative Office. This license shall be null and void 
unless the recipient leaves for his destination with- 
in six months from the date of its issue. 

Act. IIL.—An emigrant going abroad without 
the medium of an emigrant agent may be requir- 
ed, according to the conditions prevailing at the 
place, to appoint competent sureties consisting of 
not less than two persons, 

In case an emigrant is sick or is otherwise in 
distress, his sureties must extend help to him or 
efse must cause him to return home; or in case the 
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Administrative Office grants relief or causes him to 
return home, the sureties must refund the expenses, 

Ait. [V.-The competent Administrative Office 
May postpone the departure of an emigrant or 
revoke a license, when such proceeding is deemed 
necessary for the protection of emigrants, or for 
the maintenance of public sen i or through 
international considerations. The period of such 
postponement will not be taken into consideration 
in connection with the and clause of Art. II. 

Art. V.—The term '' Emigrant Agent’ in this 
Law applies to a person who, under any pretext 
make it business to secure emigrants or make ar- 
rangements for their emigration, 

Art. VI.—Any person who desires to be an 
emigrant agent must obtain permission from the 
competent Administrative Office. Such permis- 
sion shall be null and void in the event of the 
business not being started within six months from 
the date of granting the permissioti, 

Art. VII.—Licenses for starting Emigrant 
Agencies shall only be granted to a Japanese 
subject or a mercantile corporation whose staff is 
exclusively composed of Japanese subjects, or 
whose shareholders are exclusively Japanese, and 
whose main office is located within the Empire. 

Other qualifications necessary for an emigrant 
agent shall be determined by special order. 

Art. VIIL—In case an emigrant agent con- 
ducts his business in violation of law and order, or 
his actions are deemed prejudicious for the main- 
tenance of public tranquillity, or fails to promptly 
deposit security, bis business may either be suspen- 
ded or the license cancelled. 

Act. IX.—In case an emigrant agent is sus 
pended from continuing his business or he has 
himself temporarily discontinued it, he is not ex- 
empt from discharging the obligations toward 
emigrants who have proceeded abroad under his 
auspices. 

Art. X.—In case an emigrant agent desires that 
another person should to act for him in the dis- 
charge of his business, he must apply for permis- 
sion from the competent administrative office 
according to procedure hereafter to be laid down, 

Act. XI:—An emigrant agent must not send 
emigrants to a place where aclerk in charge of 
his particular business, or a director, or a duly 
appointed agent is not resident. 

Art. XII.—No emigrant agent will be allowed 
to collect persons or make arrangements for their 
emigration unless such persons are to emigrate as 
emigrants. 

Art. XIII.—In case an emigrant agent secures 
emigrants or make arrangements for their emigrae 
tion, a written contact must be entered into bee 
tween himseif and the emigrant, subject to the 
approval of the competent administrative office. 

The terms essential for the wording of these 
contracts will be determined hereafter, 

Art. XIV.—An emigrant agent shalfnot receive, 
besides the fees or chargés specified in the con- 
tract, at'y money or articles, or other benefits, 
under any pretext from an emigrant. 


Art. XV.—When an emigrant agent collects 
a batch of emigrants their departure must be duly 
notified, and in case an emigrant agent neglects 
without adequate reasons to make suitable 
arrangements necessary for their embarking, the 
expenses in which the emigrants are involved on 
account of any delay in their departure, must be 
borne by the agent. 

Art. XVI.—An emigrant agent can not com- 
mence business until he has deposited security 
with the competent office. The deposit shall not 
be less than 10,000 yer, but will be determined by 
the competent office. 

Act. XVIL—When deemed necessary the Com- 
petent Administrative Office may alter the 
amount of the deposit, within the limit specified 
in the preceding article. 

Act. XVIII.—When the Administrative Office 
deems that an emigrant agent has neglected to 
fulfil the contract entered into with an emigrant, 
it may disburse the necessary outlays, taking the 
money from the deposit, and may extend other 
help or cause him to return. 

Art, XIX.—In case a business is discontinued 
owing to the death of the emigrant agent, the dis- 
solution of the mercantile corporation, or any 
other cause, the Administrative Office, so long as 
it deems the step necessary, will not hand over the 
whole or any portion of the deposit uutil all obli- 
gations are dischanged. 

Act. XX.—In case the Administrative Office 
deems it necessary to retain the deposit during 
continuation of the business or under circume- 
stances specified in the preceding article, except 
those cases in which an emigrant or his heir asserts 
his right in virtue of the contract recognized by 
the law, no persons are allowed to claim a cre- 
ditor’s right to the deposit. 

Art. XXI,—Persons who emigrated without 
obtaining permission, or by misrepresénting the 
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place of their emigration, or in violation of proli- 
bitory orders, shall be liable to a fine ranging be- 
tween 5 to 50 yen. 

Art. XXII1.—An emigrant agent or his proxy 
who is guilty of the offence of making arrange- 
ments for the emigration of persons whose emigra- 
tion is in violation of the law or of special orders, 
or who make arrangements for the emigration of 
emigrants whose emigration is suspended, shall 
be liable to a fine ranging between 50 to 500 yer. 

Act. XXIII.—Any person who, under any pre- 
tect whatsoever, ca:ries on the business of an 
emigrant agent without first obtaining the sanction 
of the competent Office, or who collects emigrants 
during the suspension of his business, or makes 
arrangements for their emigration, shall be liable 
to a fine ranging between 2uU0 to 1,000 yen. 

Art. XXIV.—An emigrant agent who causes a 
proxy not recognized by the competent office to 
transact emigration business, and the proxy also, 
shall be liable to a fine ranging between 20 to 
200 yen. 

Art. XXV.—An emigrant agent or his proxy 
who acts at variance with Arts. XI, XID, XIUIL, 
XV., and clause 1., Art. XVI, shall be liable to a 
fine ranging between 50 to 500 yen. 

Act. XXVI.—An Emigrant agent or his proxy 
who collects emigrants or makes arrangements for 
their emigration by using fraudulent means, shall 
be liable to major confinement for a period of not 
less than one month and not more than one year, 

Ait. XXVIL.—In the case of a mercantile cor- 
poration, the penalties specified in this law shall 
apply to the member who is in charge of the busi- 
ness, or to the managing director, who is guilly of 
committing any act specified in the above proe 
visions. 

Art. XXVIIL—Petsons who are pursuing 
emigration business under official sanction pre. 
vious to the enforcement of the present Law, need 
not, when this law goes into force, apply for a 
fresh license, but may continue business in accord- 
ance with the provisions of this Law. Provided 
that when the business is to be discontinued, the 
deposit already held by the authorities shall be 
dealt with in accordance with the present Law. 

Act. XX1IX.—The present Law shall not apply 
to emigrants who emigrate in virtue of a special 
treated concluded by Japan with another country, 
or to emigrant agents thereof. 

Art. XXX.—Detailed Regulations in connection 
with this Law will be hereafter determined. 

Art. XXX1I.—The present Law will come into 
force on June 1, 1895. The Emigration Regula- 
tions, Imperial Ordinance 42, 1894, shall be null 
and void from the day of the euforcement of the 
present Law. 


PROFELEGI OF LAW FOR 71HE INSPEC- 


TION OF SILKWORM EGGS. 
————_—_.¢—____—__ 

Art. I.—Silk-worm eggs mentioned in this Law 
mean eggs set aside for the purpose of propaga- 
tion, and eggs for the production of silk that ace 
kept over the year. 


Art. II.—The Law shall be applicable to per- 
sons who raise silk-woim eggs either for sale or for 
home consumption, except in cases where eggs 
for the production of silk are raised for home use 
and number less than five sheets. 


Art. I[].—The inspection of eggs shall be car- 
tied out by orders of the Local Governors. 


Art. I1V.—After clearly distinguishing between 
eggs for sale and eggs for home consumption, the 
raisers of eggs must report by the 28th February 
of every year to the Local Governor in whose 
jucisdiction they live; the report stating the num- 
ber of worms they intend to hatch, and the esti- 
mated number of egg sheets to be raised. The 
report must be renewed whenever any alterations 
are subsequently made. 

Art. Vie=The hatcheries will undergo inspection 
as follows :—For eggs set aside for purposes of 
propagation—1. Cocoons, 2. Eggs, 3. Female 
moths, 4. Cocoons from which moths have emerg- 
ed. For eggs set apart for the production of silk 
thread—1. Cocoons, 2. Eggs, 3. Cocoons from 
which the moths have emerged, 


Att. VI.—Silkworm eggs must not be produced 
from the following cocoons; (1.) Double cocoons. 
(2.) Cocoons that are not of uniform thickness and 
shape. (3.) Cocoons that ase so thin that the 
weight of film does not exceed 8 per cent. of the 
whole. Summer and Autumn cocoons are except- 
ed. (4) When the total yield of cocoons obtained 
from the eggs of 100 motlis does not amount, after 
the cocoons specified in the 1st and 3rd clauses 
have been deducted, to 6 #0. Autumn cocoons are 
excepted. (5.) When the number of worms or 
pupz dying of disease amount to over 15 per 
cent. of the whole. 


Art. VIL.—Otriginal silkworm eggs must be laid 
out on frames (Pasteut’s method). 

Act. VIIL—Silk worm eggs must not be deve- 
loped from cocoons not produced from original 
eggs. 

ats 1X.—Cocoons specified in clauses 1, 2, and 
3 of Art. VI. must be preserved until after the 
gathered cocoons are inspected, while pupzless 
cocoons and female moths set aside for the pro- 
duction of original eggs, and also the pupzless 
cocoons used in the manufacture of silk thread, 
mentioned in Art. V., must be preserved till the 
inspection of eggs is concluded. 

Art. X.—Silkworm egg producers must record 
on sheets on which eggs are to be deposited, the 
following particulars, before the eggs are laid. 1, 
spring, summer, or autumn variety, and the name 
of the same. 2. Date of hatching, and the name 
and residence of the producer. 

Art. XI.—Silkworm eggs that fail to pass in- 
spection must uot be sold or transferred to others. 

Act. XII.—Silkworm eggs that pass inspection 
in accordance with the present Law need not be 
inspected a second time. 

Art. XII].—Local Governors shall appoint In- 
spection Committees to carry out the inspection. 
The qualification of such commissioners shall be 
determined by the Minister of State for Agricul- 
ture and Commerce. 

Art. X1V.—Commissioners must produce a 
certificate when exercising their official functions. 

Act. XV.—During the sericultural season the 
Commissioners must inspect all worms that are 
being fed, the condition of their growth, and the 
presence or absence of diseased worms, visiting 
every establishment. A producer of silkworm 
eggs cannot refuse to have his stock inspected. 

Art. XVIL—The Commissioners must not inspect 
eggs the property of themselves or their families. 

Act. XVIL.—The expenses of inspection shall 
be defrayed from the central treasury. 

Act. XVIII.—Persons violating the provisions 
of Arts. V., VI., VIII; and XL are liable to a 
penalty of not less than 2 yes and wot more than 
100 yen, while the eggs produced by them shall 
be confiscated. 

Art. X[IX.—Persons violating provisions speci- 
fied in Arts. 1V., IX., and XV. shall be liable 
toa penalty ranging between 50 se# and 1.95 yen. 

Art. XX.—Detailed vules relating to the prac- 
tical operation of the present Law shall be deter- 
mined by the Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Commerce. 

APPENDIX, 

Art. XXL—The Law shall come into force from 
Jan. 1, 1897. 

Art. XXII.—Persons engaged in the produc- 
tion of eggs for scientific experiment and who 
obtain the sanction of Local Governors, do not 
come within the provisions of the present Law. 
Such eggs must not be sold. 

Art. XXIII.—The procedure in regard to the 
inspection of eggs that are not kept over the year 
shall, in accordance with the circumstances of the 
respective localities, be determined by Local Go. 
verniors, subject to the sanction of the Minister of 
State for Agriculture and Commerce. 

Art. XXIV.—Old Rules auh Regulations at 
variance with the present Law shall be null and 
void on andfafter the day on which this Law is 
promulgated. 





OPENING OF THE YOKOHAMA ROW- 
ING SEASON. 
a sa 


PartTine Girt To THB BX-CAPTAIN OF THE 
Y.A.R.C. 


The rowing season for the present year of grace 
was duly opened on Thursday afternoon—after 
two postponements—and passed off very success- 
fully. The procession got tunderweigh at the 
hour named, 3.30 p.m., but after that, time was 
lavishly wasted, though this was hardly the fault 
of the officials, Messrs. J. H. Boag (Captain), F. 
J. Hall, and C. K. M. Martin, but was rather 
duetotheretiring disposition of the oarsmen whoare 
proverbially shy in displaying their prowess while 
still untrained, and therefore back out of scratch 
matches. The procession was composed of four 
fours, a sixeoar, one skiff, and a_ single-sculls. 
Alter parading the harbour, the fours lined up at 
the Breakwater end and raced home. White led 
away and won by two lengths; Blue secured second 
position by a bare nose. The crews of these boats 
were :— 


Wuire—t. 
Bow.—A. Krayer. 
2. W. Young. 
3. M. Schellenberg. 
Stroke.—H. S. Goddard. A. L Mottu. 
Cox.—J. Drummond. A. Kingdon, 
A single-sculls race followed after a liberal interval 


BLug=2. 
W. Goddard. 
C. Manuel, 
W. Carst. 
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of time. There were three entries—Mottu, Hood, 
and W. Goddard. Mottu lead from the start and 
won easily,Goddard got cramp in the arm and gave 
up. Then two queerly assorted Pairs were made 
up, L. Salabelle and H. Irwine, rowing against M. 
Schellenberg and W. Carst. It was a case of a 
“big un” and “little un” in both boats, and the 
first pair won, though the losers had hard luck in 
being run into by a heavy cargo-boat, The last 
race was between three Skiffs. J. Eyton, steered 
by Harold Irwine, W. Young, steered by Teddie 
Moss, and H. Goddard steered by Willie Carst, 
competing. This was a good race, and the winner, 
Goddard, only had a nose to the good when the 
gun fired, the third, Eyton, hugging Young just 
as closely. 

An adjournment was next made to the upper 
portion of the Boat-house, where dancing had 
proceeded during most of the afternoon. Upon 
silence being called, Mr. J. H. Boag, Captain of 
the Club, asked Mr. Rickett, the exeCaptain, who 
leaves for England at the beginning of next 
month, to step up to the table whereon lay a hand- 
some lacquer-backed album. Mr. Boag said that 
a general wish had been expressed to present Mr. 
Rickett with some memento of his long connection 
with the Y. A. R. C., and in accordance with this 
wish a list had been circulated among the mem- 
bers. He was happy to be able to announce that 
afternoon that this list had been signed by nearly 
all the members in Yokohama, while many old 
members who have changed their place of resi- 
dence and were now in Kobe had signed it too.— 
(Applause.) The time at their disposal had been 
too short for them to obtain in Yokohama an object 
that they considered in any way suitable as an ex- 
pression of their regard, but they were procuring 
such a gift and would send it to London, where he 
hoped Mr. Rickett would do them the honour to ac- 
ceptit. In the meantime, they thought that they 
would like to present to Mr. Rickett some souvenir 
that would be more intimately associated with the 
Club, and would appeal more forcibly by its as- 
sociations than any mere work of art could do; so 
they had procured the album now before them, 
It contained photographs of their present boat. 
house and of the old boathouse at Benten, and 
reproductions of the groups that now adorned 
the walls of the Boathouse. In turning over the 
leaves of this album in future years, Mr. Rickett 
would see that he was prominently connected 
with the great majority of the photographs, 
they being mementos of many a race in which 
he had steered his boat’s crew to victory.—(Hear, 
hear.) Hehoped that Mr. Rickett would often 
turn over the album’s leaves, for they would ree 
mind him of many a hard fought race, many a 
close finish, and mauy a pleasant hour in which 
he had participated.—(Hear, hear.) The plea- 
sure that it gave them in presenting Mr. Rickett 
with this souvenir of the Rowing Club, was 
mingled with regret that he was about to leave 
them. Mr. Rickett had been one of the props, 
or pillars, or, seeing that they were nautical men, 
the mainstay and sheet anchor of the Club, and 
all the members realised that he was the most 
difficult one to do without.—(Applause.) They had 
early learned to like and esteem Mr. Rickett for his 
kindness, his geniality, and evenness of temper, a 
temperahat he had kept many a time under try- 
ing circumstances—(laughter)—and in losing him 
they all felt that they were losing a friend. Ashe 
had just remarked, the pleasure of presenting the 
memento to Mr. Rickett was tempered with regret 
at having to say farewell—a word that had too often 
to be said by friends to friends out here. But Mr. 
Rickett would bear away with him the knowledge 
that he was leaving behind many friends who would 
always take a keen interest in his future prosperity 
and welfare. These valedictory remarks would 
be incomplete, however, if they did not contain 
reference to Mrs. Rickett and her charming family. 
—(Hear, hear.) Happily Mr. Rickett was leaving 
two of them behind.—(Laughter and applause.) 
They had frequently graced the Boat-house ver- 
andah on occasions of the Club’s cegattas and 
sports, and their presence without doubt had spure 
red many aman on to victory—(cheers)—while 
they were always ready to soothe any soreness that 
sometimes accompanies defeat.—(Hear, hear.) 
He thespeaker, had great pleasure in handing to 
Mr. Rickett on behalf of the members of the 
Y.A.R.C., the small mememto, which they hoped 
he would accept as a small token of their esteem 
and goodwill.—(Loud applause.) 

Mc. Rickett, who was greatly moved, said that 
he was too unprepared to make a speech. He 
could assure all the members of the Y.A.R.C., 
that he valued their gift very highly, and the 
thanks he so inadequately expressed came from 
the bottom of his heact.—(Hear, hear.) The 
album would indeed often remind him of the 
happy times he had spent out here. In regard to 
the kind expressions that had fallen from Mr. 
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Boag in reference to his family, he could only 
say that they had always enjoyed the pleasant 
afernoons spent atthe Boat-house. He had been a 
member of the Club from its start, five and twenty 
years ago, being one of the promoters, and what- 
ever he had done for it had been a labour of love. 
—(Cheers.) The duties of the office of Captain 
had always been lightened by his associates on 
the Committee and by the members themselves, 
and to them, one and all, he returned his warm- 
estthanks. He deeply appreciated the spirit that 
prompted the gift they bestowed on him that day, 
it was that which appealed to himso greatly. On 
behalf of himself and family he wished the Club 
a long and prosperous career.—(Loud applause.) 

On the proposition of Mr. Boag, three ringing 
cheers were given for Mrs. Rickett, and then 
dancing was resumed. 


THE FOREIGN TRADE OF FAPAN. 
—_—_—————_>___——— 

Sir E. Satow forwards to the Marquis of Salis- 
bury, under date Tokyo, Nov. 29th, 1895, a Report 
that has been drawn up by Mr. Longford on the 
Foreign Trade of Japan for the quarter ended 
Sept. 30th last, together with a postscript on the 
Trade of October. In forwarding this report Sir 
Ernest Satow states :—" The early date at which 
the returns are now published by the Japanese 
Government gives facilities for thus anticipating 
the ordinary Annual Trade Summary, and the re- 
markable expansion of the Commerce of Japan is 
a good ground for bringing the figures without 
delay to the notice of the public. 


ConDITION OF TRADB.—=The marked advance 
in the value of the foreign trade of Japan noted 
in the returns for the year 1894 and for the first 
half of the’ current year, which have been already 
published in previous reports, has not only been 
maintained, hut substantially increased during 
the period of 3 months from July 1 to Sept. 30 
last. Both imports and exports during this period 
compare favourably with those of the correspond. 
ing quarter in the previous as well as of the two 
preceding quaiters in the current year, and 
amply justify not only the predictions expressed 
in the previous reports, but the confident anticipa- 
tion that the present improvement is an earnest of 
a greater one to come, and that for several years 
yet a steadily increasing and profitable trade may 
be looked for both by Japan and by foreign count- 
ties dealing with her. 


RgvivaL oF TRADB.—Speedily following on the 
complete restoration of peace and the prospect of 
the tranquilisation of the newly acquired colony 
of Formosa, a marked revival of trade took place 
throughout the whole country. The prospect of 
an abundant harvest, as to which long-continued 
ill-eweather in the early part of the summer at first 
gave rise to very serious apprehension, induced 
the farming classes to become large purchasers of 
almost all commodities, including not only neces- 
saries, but many luxuries of life, causing thereby 
a very marked appreciation of prices in Tokyo 
and other principal distributing centres. 


RAILWAY AFD STEAMSHIP TRAFFIC.—Thetrans- 
port of freight over the great railway lines and by 
the coasting steamers of the principal shipping 
companies was largely increased, and is still grow- 
ing. Deposits, both in the banks and the Go- 
vernment postal savings banks, showed large 
advances, and a marked fall ensued in the rates 
of interest on loans, which are at the present 
moment lower than they have ever been at any 
previous period in the commercial history of Japan. 
Shares in numerous newly-projected joint-stock 
companies, railways, docks, cotton-spinning fac- 
tories, sugar refineries, banks, &c., were so large- 
ly applied for that, while in all cases they com- 
manded substantial premiums immediately on 
allotment, in many payments were made for the 
right only to subscribe for shares when the com- 
pany was still in its initial stage of projection. 
Passenger traffic on the railways has also in- 
creased, and while the marked prospevity of, and 
the high dividends paid by some railways, must 
be ascribed in a large measure to the profits 
gained by the transport of troops and war material, 
both prosperity and high dividends are at the 
same time too general to admit of any other ex- 
planation than that of increased trade and indus- 
try. The returns of the Tokyo stock exchange 
show almost invariably an immense advance in 
the quotations of the shares of all companies, in- 
cluding not only banks and railways, but indus- 
trial undertakings of every kind, and especially the 
principal cottonsspinning factories. ; 

Corton Spinnine InpustrRy.—So hopeful is 
the future of this industry considered, that, not- 
withstanding the prospective blight hereafter noted 
that has come upon it, nearly 90,000 new spindles 
for factories already in existence in Japan have 
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been ordered from England during the months of 
March-August of the present year through one 
Tokyo firm alune, while the establistiment of face 
tories by Japanese capitalists under Japanese 
management in Shanghai, under the provisions of 
the new treaty, is strongly advocated. And not 
only in this industry but in that also of shipping 
does Japan now propose to go beyond the limits 
of her own enpire. 

The cost of running regular lines of mail steamers 
to Australia, across the Pacific to the United States, 
and to England is freely discussed, and it is argu- 
ed that Government subsidies would now be well 
devoted to helping the Japanese shipping com- 
panies to bear the loss which, in early years at 
any rate, must attend the carrying out of such 
aca 

OMMERCIAL AMBITION OF JAPANBSE.—=Gene- 
rally speaking, the Japanese people appear hope- 
ful, and not unreasonably so, that they may win 
for gee as preat a commerical position in 
the dyes of the world as the military one to which 
they have already attained, and that they may 
soon emulate in trade the greatest triumplis they 
have won in war. 

Commercial and industrial questions are now 
almost as popular subjects of treatment, both in 
the Press and by public speakers, as the most 
urgent political questions, whether foreign or do- 
mestic. Among then are such matters as the ex- 
tension of existing steam routes; the results of 
treaty revision on trade; insurances establishment 
of technical and commercial schools; the training 
of officers and men for the mercantile marine, im- 
provement of chambers of commerce and of the 
existing system of trade guilds; the despatch of 
commissioners to study commercial conditions 
abroad ; placing Japanese in commercial houses 
and factories in foreign countries in order to learn 
thoroughly their system of business; the establish- 
ment of a floating exhibition of Japanese products; 
the effects on the trade of Japan of the opening of 
the Siberian Railway and Nicaragua Canal, when 
Japa may become one of the greatest commer- 
cial centres of the world, &c. Among public 
speakers are found not only officials whose special 
province is trade and agriculture, merchants, and 
bankers, but even a naval officer of high 
rank has considered it not beneath his dignity to 
tell his countrymen that they can only become a 
great nation by development of trade, and that 
trade is as worthy of their best efforts as war. 

Abundant evidence is given almost daily that 
the attention of the thinking classes is being 
seriously devoted to the above and kindred sub- 
jects: and when it is remembered that a single 
generation ago trade in any form was considered 
the most degrading of pursuits, and that all en- 
gaged in it were, in the social scale, the lowest of 
the low, the present spicit of the people seems not 
to be the least of the many great changes that 
have come over them. It may also be considered 
to afford a hope that ere another generation passes 
the low standard of commercial morality which 
still prevails as an unfortunate relic of the past 
among the mass of traders, and which must, while 
it lasts, be always an obstacle to the existence of a 
widespread system of the commercial credit, will 
have as completely disappeared as has now the 
former social degradation. 


TRADE IN SEPTEMBER QUARTER. 


The value of the foreign trade of Japan in the 
period now under review was: 


Imports... 1895 $32,673,261 ... 1894 $30,651,371 
Exports... 39,852,467 ... »» 29,057,605 


Total ...... $72,525,728 $59,708,976 


There was thus an increase of nearly 7 per cent. 
in the value of the imports, of over 37 per cent. in 
that of the exports, and of 21 per cent, in that of 
the total trade, during the third quarter of the 
year 1895, as compared with the same period in 
1894. Adding the above amounts to those for the 
first half of each of the two years, given in a pree 
vious report, it is found that the values for the first 
nine months of each year amount to :— 

Imports... 1895 $92,633,616 ... 1894 $87,260,839 
Exports... 98,798,927 «.. 78,746,135 
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Total ....00 $191,432,543 $166,006,974 


The increase amounting to 6 per cent. in the case 
of imports, to 25 per cent. in that of exports, and 
to 15 per cent. in that of the total trade. In none 
of the above are included the values of articles 
of foreign production re-exported or of Japanese 
production re-imported. 

Without repeating at length details of the values 
of the trade in years previous to 1895, which have 
been so often given in previous reports, it will be 
sufficient to remark here, in order that the signi- 
ficance of the above figures may be fully realised, 
that the value of the foreign trade of 1894 far sure 








passed that of any previous year, and was more 
than threesandea-half fold that of 1885. In fact, 
the value of the trade in the third quarter only of 
the year 1895, in silver, very nearly approaches 
that of the whole year 1885. 

The distribution of the trade during the three 
months among the foreign countries which princi- 
pally shared in it was as follows :— 
i Exports. ay 


1,218,222 12,961,649 


Country. 
Great Britain... 11,743,427 


British India... 3,751,179 896,054 4,647,233 
Hongkong...... 2,283,383 4,392,829 6,676,212 
Australia se... 193,093 440,094 633,187 
Canada ....ss00e 3,714 829,199 832,913 
Total British ——— —————-__- »__7. 
Empire ... 17,974,796 7,776,398 25.751-194 





United States.. 
France ..ccecses 
Germany ...... 
Chrinna v..cscseceee 


1,823,118 16,746,332 18,569,450 
1,385,262 8,117,087 9,502,349 
3»247:592 692,463 3,940,055 
3.945729 247541316 6,700,045 


Comparing these figures with the totals previ- 
ously given, it will be found that British trade has 
done more than maintain its previous share in the 
whole, and has fully participated in the increase. 
Of the whole foreign trade over 35 per cent. was 
with the British Empire, and neatly 18 per cent. 
with Great Britain. Of the imports only, the value 
of those obtained from Great Britain was neatly 36 
per cent. of the whole, British India 11 per cent,, 
and from the British Empire over 55 per cent. 

The monthly returns published by the Japanese 
Department of Finance, from which these figures 
are, as usual, taken, do not contain the particulars 
as to the values of the cargoes carried by the 
shipping of various nationalities which are fucni- 
shed in the annual return, so it is impossible to 
state here the value of Great Britain’s share in the 
carrying trade, but there was a great preponder- 
ance of British tonnage over that of all other 
wationalities, and it may therefore be assumed 
that Great Britain had an equally predominating 
share in the profit derived from the carrying trade. 

Of the several items in the above table, the 
most worthy of note are those of the imports from 
Great Britain and British India, and from Ger- 
many, which is Great Britain’s chief competitor 
in the supply of manufactured articles to Japan, 
Adding the totals in the above table to those for 
the first six months of the present year, it is found 
that the value of the imports during the first nine 
months of 1895 is :— 


1895. 1894. 1893. 
Great Britain,..... $33,748 ... $42,190 ... $27,930 
British India...... 9,343 ».. 10,560... 8,679 
Germatty .ecscccrsee 8,580 «2 7,910. ©7318 
1892 1891. 


Great Britain ...ccese: $20,789 se $19,996 


British India ..,...... 7,062... 5,014 
Germany oe sersrereeees 6,375 «+ 5137 


000 omitted. 


The silver value of the imports from Great Bri- 
tain from January to September, 1895, therefore 
exceeded those of the whole year 1891 by 69 per 
cent., while the increase in the case of those from 
Germany amounted to 67 per cent. In neither 
case would there be even a remote approach to 
this increase if the figures were given in sterling, 
but it is satisfactory to find that the ratio of 
increase in the aggregate value of purely Bri- 
tish imports exceeds that in the value of the 
imports from Germany, and that Great Britain 
has had her fairsshare of the largely increasing 
number of silver dollars which Japan is able to 
disburse abroad, The fall in silver has not affected 
Indian to the same extent as European trade with 
Japan, and the increase in the value of the imports 
from British India since 1891, notwithstanding that 
during the interval Bombay has wholly ceased to 
be a supplier of cotton yarn to Japan, is therefore 
in reality more marked than that of the increase of 
European imports. In 1894 the value was, it will 
be seen, nearly double that in 1891, and it bids 
fair to be much more than double in 1895. 

Raw Corron FRoM BRITISH INDIA AND CHIMA. 
—The principal import from British India is that 
of rawcolton, and if, as seems possible, the spin- 
ning industry is started to any considerable extent 
in China and China’s supply of raw cotton absorb- 
ed within her own limits, Japan, whose production 
is fac below her requirements, will be more and 
more driven to India to supply the deficiency. 
The present value of the annual import of raw 
cotton from China is about $8,500,000, and British 
India may well look forward to succeed in obtain- 
ing the whole of this trade. 

AUSTRALIAN TRADER. 

The value of imports from Australia is still 
very insignificant, amounting to only $193,000 in 
the quarter under review, and to $520,000 for 
the nine months of the current year. Insignificant 
though it is, however, it has been a sleadily-in- 
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creasing one since 1891, but neither this increase 
nor anything in the present or prospective require- 


ments of Japan warrants the extravagant hopes, 
which now seem to be entertained in Australia, 


as to very speedily finding or creating a profit- 


able and extensive market for her productions 
here. That a considerable trade may be deve- 
loped between the countries is possible, but if so, 
its main feature will be that of exports from 
Japan to Australia. Many Japanese productions, 
which are peculiarly her own, will no doubt find 
a large sale in Australia. Rice has already been 
exported in considerable quantities, and silk 
piece-goods and handkerchiefs, cotton carpets, 
and fancy piece-goods, the beautiful and service- 
able floor matting which has already become so 
popular in the United States, bronze, porcelain, 
and lacquer work, fans and screens might also 
all be extensively and profitably exported. And 
if the people of Australia seek cheapness without 
being particular as to durability, Japan can also 
soon supply them with a hundred articles, which 
they either now make for themselves or import 
from England or Germany, matches, boots, sad- 
dlery, harness, poitmanteaux, hats, &c., all of 
which Japan could furnish to them at less than 
half the prices which they would have to pay for 
European prototypes. 

Japan has, on the other hand, at present ab- 


solutely no requirements that Australia could sup- 


ply which are not already satisfactorily met by the 
much nearer United States, and it is improbable 
that, unless tempted by lower prices, Japanese 
buyers, who are, it is to be remarked, strongly ate 
tracted to the people of the United States by 
sentimental reasons, and also by the further con- 
sideration that they are by ‘far Japan’s best 
customer for all the great staples of her export 
trade, will ever seek in Australia articles which 
they can obtain in less time and equally good 
from the States. Among these are flour, leather, 
preserved provisions and fruits, wine, biscuits, 
butter, lard, beef, &c. For several of these the 
demand is at present utterly insignificant, but for 
‘some of them it may in a very few years be largely 
increased, as in the case, e.g., of frozen beef. The 
supply of cattle in Japan is not increasing, while 
the consumption of beef is, and it is the opinion of 
most butchers that ere long recourse for it must 
be had to either the United States or Australia. 
Some discussion is now taking place as to improw 
ing the breed of horses in Japan, and though 
much has already been done towards this end in 
past years, it ts not unlikely that further steps may 
‘soon be taken. If so Australian stallions and brood 
“mares may be imported, but even in that case it 
will be onhy by the Government toa limited extent 


and experimentally. Of a wholesale import ot: 


Austcabian horses for general use there is wot the 
smatlest prospect. 


And almost the same may be sgid as to wool 
and mutton, two of their principal productions, 
concerning which Anstralians seem to entertain 
very sangitme hopes of finding alarge market in 
Japan. Before raw wool can be imported in large 
quantities, factories in which it can be manufac. 
tured must be established, and though the present 
eagerness of Japanese capitalists to embark in in- 
dustrial undertakings is almost feverish, there are 
too many fields open to them for supplying well- 
defined wants among their countrymen to leave 
the least temptation to them to venture on those 
which must be purely speculative. 


Two woollen factories at present exist in Tokyo. 
‘One is a Government undertaking, and all its 
output is absorbed by Government requirements 
for the army and navy. The second, which was 
originated a few years ago on avery small scale 
by a Japanese, who had studied the wool manu- 
facture in Germany, and has only very recently 
been converted into a company, manufactures 
shawls and blankets for general sale. Its out- 
put cannot as yet be on a large scale, and it 
may be said, therefore, that for all woollen goods 
used by them the Japanese have heretofore been 
entirely dependent on foreipn imports. 

The values of these imports since 1891 have 
been 

Lit L891... cecrscccssescessscscsscssessasess £913,056 

1803: caiecsscnstivaiints esssevessesense 1,043,000 
TSQZ rcarsorcrraccsasseoscesoesersescosees 1,002,800 


811,095 


In the present year there has been a large in- 
crease Caused to some extent by purchases on 
Government account to replace reserve stores 
which were entirely exhausted during the late war. 
Such imports as the above by a nation of nearly 
forty two million people, large though they may 
appear, cannot argue any extensive or wide- 
spread demand for woollen manufactures among 
tlre people as a whole, and it is unlikely that 
the Japanese universally can be speedily induced 
to change their habit, which is of many centuries 
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growth, of using only cotton and sill both for 
wearing and bedding purposes. 

Australian wool producers, who now glibly talk 
of teaching the Japanese to discard cotton for 
wool, might also remember that, if they succeed 
in their proposed effort, for every pound of wool 
sent to Japan 1lb. less must be sent to England 
oc Germany, which, failing the manufacture 
in Japan, will continue to supply all the latter’s 
requirements. 

AuTrtTon.—It has been stated in a leading coloe 
nial journal, which purpo:ted to quote from one 
of the greatest London daily newspapers, “that 
the Japanese are just beginning to awake to the 
joys of eating mutton, that the Japanese Minister 
for Agriculture was thrown into an ecstasy by 
learning that mutton could be produced at 14d. 
per Ib., and that the Japanese regard mutton as 
one of their greatest luxuries.” More inconceiv- 
able nonsense could scarcely have been written. 
Sentimentally speaking, a Japanese wot as 
soon think of eating mutton as a respectable 
English mechanic would of eating horse-flesh, 
and while I have not heard that cooked horse- 
flesh has any particular odour, that of mutton 
is to the ordinary Japanese intolerably offen- 
sive. All the mutton now imported into Japan 
is consumed exclusively by the foreign cesi- 
dents, and were the present quantity increased 
a hundred-fold, it could still be easily provided 
from China at a cost that would compete even 
with the 13d. per Ib. at the Producing districts in 
Australia. Though retailed in Yokohama at about 
Is, pec lb., the wholesale cost landed there from 
China is said to be less than 3d. for the fresh 
carcase, and it is not probable that the frozen 
meat could be landed and stored here from 
Australia for subsequent retailing at less than this 
cost. These words may never be read in Australia, 
but as two of the leading colonies have recently 
despatched commissioners to investigate trade 
openings in Japan, and as both seem to have taken 
views of a very sanguine wature, it may not be 
amiss to let their fellow colonists have at least the 
chance of knowing the opinions held by residents 
of long experience in Japan. 


IMPORTS. 

The increase in the value of imports during the 
first nine months of the current year amounts to 
over $5,000,000, and in the quarter now under 
review to over $2,000,000, as compared with the 
corresponding periods in 1894. Raw cotton, cotton 
manufactures, sugar, machinery, and instruments 
show a decreased importin value during the quar- 
ter, in the latter case caused only by the cessation 
of the exceptional purchases of steamers to meet 
the transport requirements of the late war. 

In Sugar there was a largely increased import 
in quantity but a decrease in value, owing to 
lower prices consequent on a decrease in the cost 
of production of white sugar in the Hongkong 
refineries. 

Cotton Yarn shows a slightly increased import 
in quantity but a falling-off in value, probably 
owing solely to the appreciation of silver. 

All Cotton Piece-Goods, with the exception of 
Turkey-reds and miscellaneous, show more or 
less considerable decreases both in quantities and 
values, but the import for the first nine months 


of the year compares not so unfavourably as. 


that of the third quarter only with the corre- 
sponding periods in 1894. 
The import of Raw Cotton during the quarter 


remains nearly the same in quantity asin 


1894, ‘but there is a decrease in value of over 
$847,000. When, however, the figures for nine 
months are taken there ‘are very substantial 
increases in both quantity and value, 98,000,000 
catties,; valued at $16,000,000, having been im- 
ported between January and September, 1895, 
against 85,500,000 catties. valued at neatly 
$15,500,000, during the same period in 1894. 

All other imports show marked advances on 
those of 1894. 

Woo.L_en MANUFACTURES.=The increase in 
the value of woollen manufactures alone amounts 


neatly $1,500,000 for the quarter, and to consider- 


ably over $3,000,000 for nine months. In fact the 
import for wine months only of 1895 already ex- 
ceeds the whole import of 1894, the only decrease 
being in the item of Italian cloth. A part of the. 
increase must; however, for the reason previously 
stated, be considered as exceptional. In nearly 
all other items of the trade there has been an ine 
creased import, in some instances a very marked 
one, and in the few in which the reverse appears, 
the decreases would be largely modified, if they 
did not altogether disappear, were the figures for 
the whole peciod of nine months taken instead of 
only for the last quarter. 


BXPORTS, 
The continued tow rate of exchange, notwith- 


‘standing some appreciation in the value of silver, 


ermal 


has stimulated the export trade of Japan, and 
combined, it must be supposed, with greatly in- 
creased industrial capacity on the part of the 
people, brought its value to a figure which has - 
never been equalled heretofore. It will be seen 
by reference to the appended table that, with the 
exception of marine products, for which China is 
the sole market, and which, therefore, derived no 
benefit from low silver rates, all staples contributed 
to the increase. 

Iu Raw Silk there was an increase of over 
$7,500,000; in Tes, of over $1,000,000; and in 
Manufactured Products of nearly $1,200,000. As 
an instance of how Japanese manufactured pro- 
ducts which compete with European manufactures 
are pushing further afield, it may be mentioned 
that safety matches have now reached as far as 
Constantinople. 

There was a falling-off in the export of Cotton 
Yarn, and it must now be realised by spinners 
in Japan that, as one of the results of the 
provision in this Shimonoseki Treaty, securing to 
foreigners the cight to establish factories in China, 
the China market for their yarn will soon be 
virtually closed to them. Preparations are already 
being made by foreigners to establish several 
spinning factories in Shanghai, and Japanese 
capitalists have, as has been already stated in 
this report, entered in the same field. Factories 
in Japan have no prospect whatsoever of being 
able to compete in the China market with 
those properly conducted in Shanghai. The 
latter have always at hand an abundant sup- 
ply of raw material, which the Japanese have 
to procure from abroad. ‘They will also be free 
from the burdens of freight, marine insurance, and 
duty—duty which way have to be twice paid—on 
the export of the raw material from China, and on 
the import of the yarn into China. And they will 
also have at command an even more abundant 
supply of labour at least as cheap as the cheapest 
in Japan, inferior to the latter in intelligence, per- 
haps, but superior in strength, docility, faith in 
observing agreements, and perhaps in endurance. 
With these advantages, added to the almost equal- 
ly important one of experienced and economical 
foreign management, factories in Shanghai can 
afford to laugh at competition from spinners in 
Japan; and the golden visions so warwily cherished 
only a year ago by the latter of the speedy coming 
of the day when they should supply all China with 
yarn are now entirely gone. Nor is it likely that 
much consolation will be afforded by the success 
of the Japanese companies that may be established 
in Shanghai. Expensive management isa weak 
point in nearly all Japanese commercial andere 
takings, and all other things being equal, this 
alone will give European a very substantial ad- 
vantage over Japanese owned companies in 
China. There may be room for all at first, 
but if the industry suceeds, more European 
capital will speedily be devoted to it, and untess 
the Japanese improve their system of management 
s0 as to make it less expensive than European, 
they may in the end have to give way, or at least 
be satisfied with smaller returns on their invested 


capital than they expect, and can easily obtain 
in their own-country. 


GENERAL, 

Future or Britisu Trapg.—Hope for the 
immediate future of British trade lies principally, 
in metals and machinery, and looking at the pro- 
spects of these trades in Japan no fears need be 
entertained of any falling off iu the aggregate 
value of British imports. What may be and is 
yearly being more and more lost to Lancashire 
will be fully recouped by gains to Sheffield and 
Birmingham and by large contributions to the 
shipbuilding industries of the Thames, Tyne, and 
Clyde. 

PrRosectep INDusTrRiaL ComPANiEs.—Entire. 
ly apart from the valuable Government business 
an estimate of the opportunities in the way of 
Private business may be formed by the list, a long 
one, of companies either newly projected within 
the pastthree months, or that are now increasing 
their capital and machinery. 

Among these may be mentioned :— 

Cotton mill at Shanghai with 20,000 spindles, 


$1,000,000. - 

Cotton mill at Takata (Yamato), capital 
$600,000. 

Asahi cotton mill (Osaka), increase of 15,000 
spindles. , 

Docks at Uraga, Yokohama, Moji, Awaji, Ha- 
kodate, and Sakai ; that at Mojito be capable 


of receiving ships of 3,000 tons, and that at 
Awaji of 7,000 tons. 

Dock at Yokohama, capital increased from 
$2,000,000 to $3,000,000. 

Nineteen lines of railways in various parts of 
the country with capital varying from $3,200,- 
000 to $200,000. 


Electric railway to connect new docks at Uraga 
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with existing railway system commencing at 
Yokosuka. 

Sugar refineries at Osaka and Fukugawa. The 
capital of the first to be $1,500,000, and the 
refinery to be capable at first of turning out 
12,000 tons of sugar annually, and to be gra- 
dually increased, Experts to be sent to Europe 
to purchase best plant procurable. 

Iron foundsy at Hakodate. 

Electric light company at Nagoya, capital in- 
creased from $160,000 to $1,000,000. 

Rice cleaning mill at Tokyo, capital $500,000. 

Extension of telephone system so as to connect 
all leading commercial centres in the empire. 
(This is a Government undes taking.) 

FINANCIAL UNDERTAKINGS.—Among projected 
financial undertakings may be mentioned :— 

National Commercial Bank at Hyogo. Capi- 
tal originally fixed at $1,000,000, of which 
$850,000 was at once subscribed by projectors 
and $150,000 by leading business men. Ap- 
plications from the public having been 
received for over $500,000, tle original capital 
is to be increased. 

National Industrial Bank at Tokyo, with 
branches in all provincial agricultural centres. 

Sitk Traders’ Bank at Yokohama, 

Paper Export Company at Hyogo. 

Formosa Trading Company at Tokyo. 

The above jist has been compiled only frem oc- 
casional paragraphs and articles that have ap- 
peared within the last three months in the 
principal economic papers, and is far from being 
an exhaustive one. 

POSTSCRIPT. 


Since the foregoing report was completed, the 
monthly Customs Returns for October have been 
published, and the review of the foreign trade of 
Japan during the current year may therefore be 
carried one step further, The value of the Octo- 
ber trade which, with the exception of the month 
of August in the current year, reached the highest 
total ever heretofore attained in any one month 
by Japan was :— 

Imports ...ccsccsccsserseccessesessceces $12,030,656 

Exports ccssecsccsercecsctveescesecee oes 13,612,442 





Total ..sssssccscseesceseseesevees $25,043,098 
Adding these totals to those previously given for 
the first nine months, the value of the whole trade 
of the year 1895, down to the 31st of October, is 
shown to be :— ' 


TMPOCts .ocscccevccceceeccescseceeseess+ 104,004,272 
FERDOIES , cicevcacsdassenssceesensscesaces 222;411,900 


Ee 


TOU ssccccccasctesccsseserdnesesaee@217,075,041 
The principal Imports in October were :-— 


Raw Coutony ccsicsccssscseasivccesseasiessese0s:@9i2 30443 
Cotton Vans crrccoccccscsecseccesessscescsses 512,480 
Cotton Piece Goods eee reevarevecccccecegens 495.476 
Woollen Manufactures ....sccccsscsssveecee 1,493,722 
Moelals . siscsscssavccesscisesavscsesesesceseseces °949,373 
Machinery, Instruments, War Material 


Cll i cesscastastorertibsiiceasiveasinsaven 045,450 
Drugs (all kinds)  .....,cccscsssererscesesens 280,314 
Dyes and Paints .....cscscccsscserscesssceseee 194,179 
Sugar. .rccrcccrccscscorccesseccesesececcsccsscssee 905,180 


244,776 
742,573 

Of these items raw cotton and woollen manufac- 
tures show a great increase pro vata on the total 
imports of the year; cotton yarn and piece goods 
a continued decline, there being, however, an in- 
crease in the values of cotton drills, white shirt- 
ings, T-cloths, and Turkey-reds; and metals, 
machinery, &c., drugs and dyes at least maintain 
the average of the whole year. 

The rapidly-growing importance of the two 
principal ports in Japan, Yokohama and Hyogo, 
advancing, as it is, both ports to the position of 
being among the chief centres of trade in the Far 
East, is strongly illustrated by the values of the 
trade of each during the four months ended on 
Oct. 31. These were :— 

Imports, 


Kerosene Oil 


Grains PORCH REDE HORDE HEH aenEEEReCee DOF EeOHEEOES 


Exports. Total. 


3 
Yokohama ...... 19,660,374 35:840,922 55,501,296 
Hyogo (inclad- 
ing Osaka)... 22,602,751 13,862,236 36,464,987 


Ten, or perhaps even five, years ago it would 
not have entered into anyone’s comprehension to 
compare the direct foreign trade of either port 
with that carried on at any of the principal ports 
in China, still less to venture on either hope or 
prophecy that the time would come, and come 
speedily, when the comparison might be made 
greatly tothe advantage of the Japanese ports. 
The quarterly returns of the Chinese customs state 
only quantities, not values, and no comparison of 
the above figures can therefore as yet be made 
with those of the Chinese trade for the current 
year. But taking the annual returns for the year 


1894 as a basis, and calculating the Haikwan tael 
as equal to $14 of Japanese currency, it is found 
that the average value of the direct foreign trade 
Carried on at six principal ports in China during 
each period of four months in 1894 was :— 
Imports. Exports. Total. 
Shanghai... $48,330,960 $29,210.914 $77,541,874 


Canton...... 6,870,900 7,888,914 14,759,814 
Amoy ...... 3,186,156 3,318,741 6,504,897 
Swatow......  4:300,098 1,125,279 5,425,377 
Tientsin ... 2,275,587 3,302,998 5,578,585 
Foochow ... 2,205,707 2,382,859 4,588,566 


How largely the trade of both Yokohama and 
Hyogo surpasses that of all ports in China, with 
the exception of Shanghai, will be seen from the 
above figures. That of Yokohama, in fact, fat 
surpasses, and that of Hyogo almost equals, the 
aggregate values of the whole five ports, while the 
imports at Hyogo alone, which are very largely of 
British or British-Indian origin, exceed by over 
$3,760,000 the aggregate values of those of the 
five Chinese ports. Ought not the above figures 
and others throughout this report to show that the 
growing commercial importance of Japan merits 
a fair share of attention on the part of Great 
Britain ? 


THE MISSIONARY MEMORIAL. 
eee eee Ce aoe 

The Protestant missionaries feeling that the 
Chinese government grievously misunderstood the 
the aims of Christian missions, at their general 
Conference in 1890 appointed a Committee con- 
sisting of the Revs. Y. J. Allen, p.p., uu.p.; G. 
John, p.p.; Rt. Rev. Bishop Moule, Revs. W. 
Ashmore, D.D.; J. Wherry ; H. Blodget, D.p.; and 
T. Richard to draw up a document for presenta- 
tion to the Chinese government. It was to be a 
statement of Christianity—the principles, aims and 
practices of the Christian church—showing that the 
missionaries endeavoured to help China in every 
way they could, pointing out that there was a large 
amount of disgraceful literature circulating the 
most infamous slanders about Christian missions 
in China, and that they believed that the circula- 
tion of this literature was fraught with the gravest 
dangers. Before the Committee had completed 
their work, the anti-Christian tiots had already 
begun, and the Foreign Ministers had to deal with 
general and very serious outbreaks. But when 
their efforts had proved ineffectual and the sudden 
outburst of fresh riots in Szechuan and the terrible 
massacre of Kucheng shocked the world again in 
1895, it was felt that a briefer and a more im- 
mediately practical memorial was needed, conse. 
quently one was drawn up and signed by twenty 
missionaries—mostly senior bishops or superin- 
tendents of the various missionary societies. The 
Committee with this extra support from the senior 
missionaries decided to present the shorter one as 
the memorial proper, and the longer one as a 
book or apologia along with it which would deal 
with the same subject at greater length. In this 
shorter memorial the Chinese government was 
asked, besides conferring with the missionaries in 
order to thoroughly understand their work, to 
grant three things, viz. :— 

1—That all Chinese literature slandeiing 
Christian mission should be really suppressed 
everywhere. 

2.— That real freedom be given to the mandarins 
as well as the common people to become Christians 
if they desice it. 

3-—That the local mandarins and gentry be in- 
structed not to regard missionaries any more with 
suspicion as having any motives to injuce China, 
but on the contrary to regard them as friends, as 
they desired nothing but the good of China. 

One of the foreign Ministers in Pekin told us 
that in these we were not asking for anything 
new, but only the execution of what is our Treaty 
right, therefore he would uphold us. 

The Rev. John Wherry, p.p., of Pekin and 
myself were deputed to present this to the Chinese 


‘ government. 


We called upon the British and American 
Ministers in Pekin and asked them to introduce 
us to the T'sung-li Yamén so that we might present 
the documents ourselves and make any explana- 
tions in person that might be necessary. This 
they readily agreed to and at once sent a despatch 
to the Yamén on the subject. Col. Denby showed 
us the additional kindness of going with us him- 
self on the day of the first interview, Nov. 14. We 
had also called upon the German Minister to ask 
his co-operation, but he did not see his way to do so. 

The members of the Yamén were divided in 
regard to the subject, but the stronger party was 
in favour of granting our request. The result was 
that the Throne instructed the Yamén at once to 
confer with the missionaries, and the missionaries 


in order to put the matter on a more satisfactory 
basis. 

By the beginning of December two of the mem- 
bers of the Yaméu called at the British and 
American Legations and said that an Edict would 
be issued in a day or two granting the missionary 
request. 

But two things happened which prevented this. 
The first was the unexpected Edict the next day 
degrading Wang Ming-hiian, one of the strongest 
supporters of the missionaries inthe Yamén. This 
weakened the pro-missionary party. The other 
thing was that the French Minister, according to 
one of the very highest Chinese Ministers in 
Pekin, objected to granting anything to the mis- 
sionaries, as this was bringing up again the ques- 
tion of the right of missionaries to deal with the 
Chinese government direct, which the French go- 
vernment got the Pope to withdraw a few years 
apo. Notwithstanding this, the Yaméu continued 
to have inte: views with us, and further documents 
on the subjects of religious liberty were at their re- 
quest put before them. 

In view of the technical difficulty raised by the 
French Minister, the Rev. H. H. Lowery, v.p., 
who after Dr. Wherry’s departure took his place, 
and myself, having given all the explanations that 
the Tsung-li Yamén asked for, once more called 
upon the British and American Representatives, 

The French Minister had been very indefatig- 
able in the interests of the Roman Catholics during 
the last year. Besides attending to the settlement 
of missionary troubles in Szechuan and elsewhere, 
he had secured two very important documents from 
the Chinese government in order to remove the 
cause of thesetroubles. The first was the Berthé- 
lemy Convention got in the spring of 1895, by which 
property can be secured by the Roman Catholics 
without obtaining the consent of the mandarins 
first; and thé second was the Gérard Arrange- 
ment, got in the autumn, by which the statute 
law of China is henceforth to be published in ac- 
cordance with the treaties of religious liberty and 
not with the old law forbidding Chinese to become 
Christians printed in them, 

We told the two Legations what we had been 
doing in the Tsung-li Yamén and what was report- 
ed of the French Minister. We placed 10 copies 
of the memorial in Chinese in the hands of each 
of these Ministers and expressed the hope that 
they would press the Tsung-li Yaméu to geant 
the three points requested in the memorial. We 
further asked them to add another request, viz., 
to get an agreement that henceforth whatever 
privileges are granted tothe Roman Catholics are 
to be granted to the Protestants at the same time, 
so as to avoid the necessity of fresh requests each 
time such occasions present themselves. 


Before our departure from Pekin, Col. Denby 
wrote us that he had addressed the Yamén urging 
them to grant our requests as contained in the 
memotial, and to have this made known through- 
outtheempire. Mr. Beauclerk told us thathe had 
written, “ approved ” on the despatch prepared by 
Col. Denby. But this was just before the Chinese 
New Year holidays, when they do not transact 
any business but such as is of the most urgent 
character. 


The day before our Jeaving, on the 24th of 
February, His Excellency Wénug Tung-ho called 
upon us and talked for along time both on the 
question of religious liberty and on general re- 
form, and apologised for his inability to grant 
what we desired, as he once intended to do, owing 
to the opposition of his superiors and colleagues. 
But the slanderous literature should be suppressed, 
and the local authorities instructed to be more 
friendly. Asto permission given the mandarins 
to become Christians that had never been refused. 


What we now hope is that with the explanation 
given to the Tsung-li Yamén in the nine interviews 
we had with its members, the verbal promises 
made Wéng Tung-ho will be soon embodied in 
action when the Yamén is pressed to do it by the 
British and American ministers. I say ‘‘ pressed’ 
as only a minority in it, I am sorry to say, are 
prepared to act fairly without pressure in regard 
to this matter concerning which they are so ignore 
ant and so full of long-standing prejudice. It will 
be the greatest kindness to China to force hee 
to do the rightthing, just as it is the greatest 
kindness to a boy at school to force him to learn 
lis lessons properly. We are daily expecting the 
Tsung-li Yamén’s reply to the American Minister. 
The settlement of these riots can never be con- 
sidered final till the slanderous literature which 
daily and hourly even now goes on sowing the 
seeds of hatred and murder be stamped out. This 
suppression of slander is the very least that can 
be expected, and which even savages in their calm 
moments would readily agree to. It seoms to 
one that if the Chinese method of putting things 


were told that they might go tothe Yamén when-| through were insisted on, viz., the fixing of a cer- 


ever they liked as they would be glad to see them 


Google 


tain date after which if any of this AntieChristian 
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slander shall be found in circulation anywhere, 
the mandarins high and low in all the provinces 
shall be at once degraded and replaced by those 
who will do right, then these difficulties will 
soon vanish as if by magic and will save all parties 
concerned endless worries. 

If the kind promises of Col. Denby are fulfilled 
and if the British Government will also insist that 
her law-abiding and philanthropic subjects shall 
not be any more slandered and misrepresented, 
but treated as they deserve to be treated on pain 
of swift retribution, then the honour of removing 
the chief cause of missionary riots will not be due 
to the efforts of the French Minister alone; and 
even the Chinese Government, as well as the mis- 
sionaries, will in the end be grateful to these Powers 
for compelling the ignorant minority to do the 
right thing, which if not done will, along with other 
causes, endanger her national independence. 

TimotTHy RICHARD- 
toth March. 


—N.-C. Daily News. 


a a 


LATEST TELEGRAMS. 








——————_ @»——- 
(ReutTer’s “Japan Mai” SPgciaL SERVICE.) 


London, March 3t. 
Mr. Curzon, speaking in the House of Com- 
mons yesterday, said that the difficulties with 
South Africa and America still required vigi- 
lance and careful steering, but the Government 
were hopeful of weathering the storm. 


London, April 2. 
The Chartered Company has asked the Go- 
vernment to send five hundred troops from the 
Cape to reinforce the defenders of Buluwayo. 
It is stated that the Government intend to send 
five thousand additional troops to the Cape as 
soon as possible to provide for every emergency. 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘ Japan 
Herald,” the ‘‘ Japan Gaszette,”” anu other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, March 28. 
Owing to the rising of the Matabeles the Rt. 
Hon. Cecil Rhodes is hastening to Buluwayo. 
The Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, Mr. 
Curzon, replying to questions in the House of 
Commons, stated that the Government had no 
intention of sending a British Expedition to the 
Soudan in the autumn, nor of asking for a vote 
of credit for the present expedition. 


Exchange on London at Paris.......00008 25.214 
si », New York .., 4.88% 
(Tel. Trans.) 
San Francisco, March 28. 
Marshal Marquis Yamagata and suite arrived 
here safely yesterday. 


London, March 30. 

The University boat race, rowed on Saturday, 
was won by Oxford. 

The situation in Matabeleland is of the gravest 
character. All the whites in the Filibusi district 
have been murdered and their bodies mutilated. 

London, April 1. 

The position at Buluwayo is most serious, a 
general rising of the native tribes being feared. 
The defenders of Buluwayo are short of arms 
and have only a month’s supplies, whilst the 
Matabele have plenty of arms. 

The Dervishes are preparing to resist the ad- 
vance of the Egyptian forces. 

M. Berthelot, French Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, has resigned and has been succeeded 
by M. Bourgeois. 

Exchange on London at Paris ......... 25-21 
Exchange on London at New York .., 4.88% 
(Tel. trans.) 


(From Tam Jaranes@ Parers.) 
Ninsen, March 31. 
One officer and forty-one marines of the 
Russian gun-boat Xoree/s were yesterday dis- 
patched to Séul, and two officers and ninefy- 
four marines of the Russian cruiser Admiral 
Kornilof, who have been staying in Soul, 
returned to this port, and embarked on board 
the cruiser to-day. The Admiral Kornilof 
left here for Nagasaki at 10 a.m. to-day. 
Sénl, March 31. 
A Nagasaki man, named Tsuchida Josuke, is 
said to have been killed by a Korean named 
Jitsupho, Hwang-hai-do, early this month. 


Digitized by Cox gle 
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Game No. 459. 
VIENNA OPENING. 


Fusan, April 1. 
Yamaguchi Kyujiro, of Nagasaki, and three 
















others were attacked by Korean robbers on the WHITE. BLACK. 
22nd ult. while passing Young-am, Chdl-lado,| ©: HH MoGee (Ottawa). ee 
in two Japanese boats on their way to Ninsen. alts ki Y nad Math eB P 
The whereabouts of two of the Japanese are] 4 pig KB 3—B to Kt 5 
unknown, but two escaped with their lives aud} 4 ptoQ3 4—Kt to 0 B3 
are hiding in the district. 5—Ktto K B3 5—Pt0 O3 
The Chokat, which was dispatched some 6—B to K 2 6—PtoK R3 
time ago to Chuk-pyén Bay, will shortly be dis- 7—PtoQO R3 7—BtoQB4 
patched to investigate matters connected with 8—KrtoOR4 8—P to Kt 3 | ie 
the murder of the Japanese at Mak-pho. — takes B — eae t 
Niigata, April 2. | TOTEAastes | =a cr 
A destructive fire broke out at Nishibori] {> oe se—_ iio 1 : 
shortly before 2 o'clock this morning, and 75 ae} a3 Kt P 13—P takes Kt 
houses, 3 godowns, and 2 sheds were reduced| 14—B takes P 14—R to R2 
to ashes, 5 other houses being damaged. =: takes Kt 15—Q to 9 
Séul, March 30. 1 toK B4 16—Kt to K 4 
The newly appointed Korean Minister to) 17— R to K B sq. 17—Castles 
Japan will leave for his mission on April 6th by 18—P to OQ B3 18—K to Kt sq. 
the Higo Maru 19—P to O4 19—P takes P 
ead : 20—P takes P 20—Kt to Kt 3 
The following London telegram reached the Yokohama 21—R takes Kt 21—P takes R 
Specie Bank on the snd inst. aa acit inks Te a er aay 
MR Chinese loan has been covered four times Saas 0B a aK to Rog 
4 ‘ ‘ 24—O takes — 
lida, April 2. — to B 3 25—P to B 4 
Three strong earthquakes were felt here this} 26—P takes P 26—P takes P 
morning. 27—R to Q B sg. 27—R to Q Bq. 


es 


CHESS. 


—_—_——_—_—_— 
(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuess EKviron.) 


i lL 


White wins. 
The following is one of the consultation games 
played at St. Petersburg at the close of the tourna- 
ment i— 






























Game No. 460. 
The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- VIENNA OPENING. 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from § p.m. Bh sia vido Paral 
to II p.m. — Sin ee 
Visitors to Yokohama and Officers of ships I—F toN 4 =, on4 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are my to By 3) i ohey K B 3 (a) 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club dur- 3~p te 4 3p te 8 4 
ing their stay in this port. os eK P -—Kt B’3 
The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel oe 3 oR a e kt 5 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, a P takes K P at takes me 
—Kt takes B o—Kt takes Kt 
SoLuTion or ProBLem No. 222. cae toR4ch. 10—P to B 3 
zi WHITE. Pray 11—Kt takes P 11— Kt “es 4 
I—K toQ2 I—K to 12—Bto K3 12—O0 to R § ch. 
2—O to OR 8 2—P to Kt 8 (Qor Kt) 13—K to Q 2 13—Kt to [Xt 6 
g—Ktto B2,mate 14—P takes Kt (c) 14—Q takes R 
ifa—K to Kt 8 15—Q to Kt 4 15—K to O sq. 
3—Q to R sq., imate owas 16—O takes P ERE oe “ 
1—K to 17—QO to B7 17— to K sq. 
2—QO to he ch. 2—K to Kt 8 = ae to Kt 4 aa to t 4 
3——-Q to B sq., mate 19—-O to RS 19—P to 4 
1i—Rto R 8 7 to BS 20—P takes P 
2—O 10 O Kt 8 2—Any 21— ere P 21—K to “ sq. (d) 
3—Q to Kt sq., mate. 22—R to K sq. 22—0 to R7 
Correct answers from Shogi, W.D.C., Digamma, 23—K to B2 23— RS (Kt 6) 
J.D., T.Mcl., E.J.K., and W.d.H. ae : a ea ee 
Solvers will note the finesse, which prevents the a sca A 2 _R takes P 
Key-move of Kto K2 giving a asthe solution, 27--Q takes B P (e) 27—R (K sq.) to KB 
when the Black pawn becomes a Kuight. -— 28—6 to K 4 28—Kt to Kt3 [sq. 
Pe 29— » Ks a ee 
Prosiem No. 224. 30—Q to Kt 4 30—Q0 to B7 
' ja). 1—P to B 31—K (Bsq-) to Ksq. 
By Dr. Jan eee (Bohemia) canis s aK 33 -RtoK 5 
| PAG 7 WY, Ws a . OB 3 + eke 
Y YY G 34— 0 7 
SRV. : Yi, 35—Q takes 35—R takes O 
YY ern _ ‘ ; 
O2QOevZ Beds eae 
WY mW WA+ WT 38—R to R7 38—Kt to B 5 
WY ata Mi a vat Kt ay ast OP 
WY, Cah Ge WZ 4o—P takes o— akes 
Wd Wu ae VU, 41—B to B3 4I—R (0 4) to 02 
Wy ZY & YG Uj 42—B takes P ch. 42—K to Kt sq. 
(hdd dda , 43—R takes R 43—R takes R 
YH YEG, 44—B to R6 44—K to B2 
ye YOY, Ys 45—P to 5 a to 6 sq. 
), 46—K to B3 40—K\ to O sq’ 
. lldddue - > as 47—K to B4 a to . 2 
Vy y Yy YY), = _ 
YY YY, WY, GY | 48—K to B5 e— - 2 2 
WA. ___Vita WU 49—P toR4 45 obS 
5so—B to K3 5s0—Pto K Rq4 
WHITR, 51—K to Q 5 51—K to Kt 2 
White to play and mate in three moves. 52—K to KR 4 52—R to K3 ch. 


53—Resigns (f). 
(a) KttoQ B3 and BtoB4 are also good and 
lead to interesting games. 


(b) Bio B4isa form of the Berlin Opening, and 
Kt to K B 3 is a variation in the Petroff Defence, 


(c) White conld have got a good enough game 
by 14—R to K Kt sq,, but they evidently thought 
they would get compensation for the sacrifice in 
the disadvantageous position of the Black Queen. 

(a) White threatened to win the Black Queen 


Cuess in CanaDA. 
‘lwo matches were peri played by telegraph 
t 


between the Montreal and Ottawa Clubs, the first 
with six and the second with ten players a side. 
The results were 3} to 2} and 6} to 33 games, both 
in favour of Ottawa. The following is one of the 
games played and won by the late Secretary of 
the Tokyo Chess Club. It ought to be added that 
Mr. McGee forced the final exchanges in order 
to simplify the duty of the adjudicator. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


April 4, 1896.) 
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————s=—ssas$mSaoO)—— eee 


by 22—B to B4ch., Kt takes Bch. ; 23—Q takes 


Kt ch. 
(©) OF course Black cannot capture the Queen 
R takes B, Black captures the 


on account of R takes R ch, 
(1) After 53...... 
White Pawns with his King, and wins with his 
solitary Pawn—a very nariow victory, 
The following is the other consultation game 
played at St. Petersburg at the close of the recent 


Tournament -— 


Game No. 461. 
EVANS GAMBIT. 


WHITR. BLACK. 
Lasker and Steinitz and 
Pillsbury. Tschigorin. 

i—PioK4 I—P tw O4 
2—Kito K B3 2—Kt a B3 
3—Bto Bg 3—Blo Bg 
4—P to Ki 4 4—B takes Kt P 
5—-Pt0 B3 5—BtoR4 
6—P to O04 6—P takes P 
7—Castles 7—P10Q3 
8—P takes P 8—Kt to B 3 (a) 
9—Q to R 4 (b) 9—BtoQ2 
1o—P to O § (c) 10—Kti to K 4 


t11—O takes B 11—Kt takes B 


12—O to Kt 4 12—Kit to Kt 3 
143—P toOR4q 13—PtoQO R4 
14—9 io O4 14——Castles 
15—Kt to B 3 (d) 15—Kt to K sq. 
16—B to Kt 2 16—Kt to B sq. 
17—Kt oe 2 17—P tw QOB3 
18—Kt to B 4 18—R to R3 
19—O RK to Kt sq. 19—Kt to K 2 (e) 
‘20—BtoR3 20—P takes P 
21—P takes P 21—Ktto Bg 
22—O to B4 22—B to B sq. 


23—Kt to B3 


23—-K R to O sq. 
2 24—Ktto R4 


24—Kt to Kis 


25—Q to 9? 25—O to B3 
26—Kt to B 7 26—O to Ki 3 
27—P to B 3 (f) 27—Ktto R5 
28—K to R sq. 28—B to R 6 (g) 
29—P takes I 29—O to B4 
30—-O to K B2 30—QO takes R P 
3i—Kt takes R 31—Resigns. 


(a) An old defence played by Steinitz in several 
recent important games, Bto Kt 3, reverting to 
the normal position is preferable, The other defence 
Bipaes QO to K 2 is bad for Black on account of g—P 
toQ 5, Ktto K 4; 10—Kt takes Ki, O takes Kt; 
ned to R4ch, BtoQ 2; 12—Q takes K B, O 
takes R; 13—Kt to B 3 and win. 

(b) White may also play with advantage—g—_P 
to K 5, P takes P; 10o—Q to Kt 3 [or 10—BtoR 
3,Bto K3) Oto K2; 11—P takes P 

(c) In the sixth round of the St Petersburg 
Tournament, Tschigorin continued, against Stei- 
nitz, with 1o—Q to R 3, Bto Kt 3; 11—P to K 5, 
P takes P; and the game was won by Black, but 
might have been drawn, 

(d) The last game in the St Petersburg Tourna- 
ment between Tschigorin and Steinitz was similar 
up tothis point. Tschigorin played Bto Kt 5 and 
drew. 

(ce) If here 19...... Kt to Kt 3; 20—Kt takes O 
P, Kt takes Ki; 21—B to R 3, with an excellent 
position. ‘ 

(f) A necessary move, otherwise White would 
lose his Queen. 

(zg) In forlorn hope that some resource might 
spring from it, but Black’s game is irretrievably 
lost. 28...... Rto R2 would permit 29 R to Kt 6 
and the collapse of Black’s game. 


LASKER, STKEINITZ, AND PILLSBURY. 

Mr. Pillsbury on his road home to America gave 
an exhibition of simultaneous play at the Hastings 
Chess Club against thirty-four opponents. Play 
began at 7.30 P.M. and ended at midnight. The 
single player won 30 games and the remaining 4 
were drawn. 

A match for the world’s championship between 
Lasker and Steinitz, either at Hastings or Moscow, 
or at both places, on an early date, is probable. 
In reply to an inquiry from the Hastings Com- 
mittee whether he would play a match against 
Lasker at Hastings in May Me. Steinitz replied 
that the proposal would be considered but that 
in the meantime they have accepted a proposal 
to play a match at Moscow. 


Cuess 1n Inpia. 
(CorRESPoNDsNCK) Game No. 462. 


RUY LOPEZ. 
ae ct 
Facicseret’ ate on 
1—Pto K4 1—Pto K4 
2a—K Kt to B3 2-O Kt to B3 
3—Bto Kis 3—-PwQR3 
4—B to R 4 4—Kt to B 3 
eines 5—Bto Bg 
6—P to K R 3 (a) 6—P w O Kt 4 
7—B to Kt 3 7—Castles 





8—Kt io B3 8—P to 2 3 
9—P to R 3 (b) 9—-Bto K3 
10—B to R 2 (c) 10—P to Kt § 
11i—KttoOR4g 11—B to R2 
12—P takes P 12—K takes Kt P 
13—B to Kt sq. 13—PtoQ 4 
14—P to B3 14—Kt to B3 
15—Bto B2 15—Q to QO 2 (d) 
16—P toO Kg 16—K R to O sq. 
17—Kt to Kt 2 17—O to K 2 
18—O to K2 18—B to B sq. 
19—R to R 4 19—B to O 2 
20—R to R sq. 20—P takes P 
21—P takes . 21—Kt to Kt sq: 


22—B wo R 4 (e) 


22—B to Kt 4 (f) 
23—B takes B 


23—P takes B 


24—O R to Kt sq. 24—O Ki toQ 2 
25—KitoQ 3 aa to B ” 
26—Castles 26—P to B5 
27—O Kt to K sq. 27—Kt to R4 
28—K to R sq. 28—O Kt to B 3 (g) 
29—Kt to R2 29—O to Kt 2 (h) 
30—Bto Kis 30—O takes P 
31—Q takes 1—Kt takes Q 
32—P to Kt 4 (i) 32—Kt takes B 
33—P takes Kt 33—Kt takes R P 
Resigns. 


(a) There is no occasion for this move, as Kt to 
K Kt 5 need not be feared. Black’s move of B 
to B 4 should at once suggest P to B 3, with P to 
Q 4 to follow, and providing also a convenient 
point of retreat for the Bishop on B 2 in case 
Black plays P to O Kt 4. 

(b) 9—B to K Kt 5 would be preferable, for if 
Black then replies B to K 3, then tom—Kt to O5 
could follow. 


(c) 10—Kt to O 5 is preferable, for if then B 
takes Kt, 11:—P takes B, Kt to K 2, 1o—B to Kt 5. 

(d) Q to K 2 would allow Black to occupy the 
queen’s file with his rooks without delay. 

(e) The struggle for position is rather interest- 
ing. White could have met Black’s intention of 
playing B to Kt 4 by the superior move of 22—B 
to Q 3, which would have enabled him to castle 
next move, or to play Kt to B 4 with advantage, 
while retaining his bishop for offensive aud defen- 
sive purposes with a better game. 

(f) Rather good play, as Black gets rid of his 
isolated pawn by inducing White to exchange 
bishops. 

(g) While Black is getting all his pieces well 
into play and has two open tooks file, White can 
hardly make use of his rooks, White ought to 
have played 28—K to R 2, as that would have 
enabled him to play P to Kt3 asa protection 
ayainst the evil-intentioned knights. 

('\) A very effective move. With the raking 
B.ack bishop on R 2, White dare not play P to B 
3, 50 that there is really no way of defending the 
king’s pawn. 

(1) White’s play is forced. The position is 
rather interesting, and conveys a very good idea 
of the effectiveness of an opponent’s bishop posted 
on R 2, also of the disadvantage attaching to the 
move of Kt to R 2, which, as a cule, deprives the 
king of much wecessary elbow-room. If White 
had played 32—Btakes R, Black would have 
mated in four moves, beginning with Kt to Kt 6 
(ch.); 33—K to Ktsq., Kt to K 7 (ch.) 5 34—K to 
R sq.; the other Kt to Kt 6 (ch.), and mates. 


A LeGacy. 

The late Dr. Spence bequeathed £300 and half 
of the residue of his estate to the Chess Club at 
Dundee, Scotland, to enable the members to meet 
rent free. In all, the club’s legacy comes to £2,500, 
7 — ee 


MAIL STEAMERS. 
——_—__—_ ——____ 
tae NEXT MAIL IS DUE 
From Europe, via 





Hongkong ........0005 per M. M. Co, Tuesday, April 7th,* 
From America ......... perO.%&O.Co, Thursday, April gth.t 
From Hongkong ,,..... per ®.& O.Co. Sunday, April sth.: 
from America ....,,, per P. M. Co. Thursday, April 16th. 
From Canada, &c....... perC.P Ro Ce Monday, April agth § 
From Honekone ....., per FP. M. Co, Wed'day, April 9th.q 
From Europe, vii 

Hongkong vissecceeces per N. D. Lloyt Wed'day, April rgth 


From Hongkong ... 


oe perc. PR, Co. Thursday, April 16th. 
SS eS SE EOE SP RS a LES 
* Saghalien (with French mail) will leave Shanghai on April 
and. ? Belgie left San Francisco on March eist. t Verona left 
Nagasaki on Aprilist. 4 Peru left San Francisco on March geth, 
| Empress of India \eft Vancouver on March yoth. Y City of Peking 
left Hongkong on April ist. 


_ 
THE NEXT MAIL t Ravan 


vacsacscasen ccs ssscccene pee MI. M. Go, Sunday, April sth 
For America... per #. M.Co. Friday, April roth. 
For Hongkong ......... per P.& O.Co. Saturday, April rth 
For Hongkong ......... per LR. Co. Monday. April 13th. 
For Canada, &c. ..,.., perC ®,R. Co. Friday, April yth. 
for Europe, vid Hong- 
MOU sssissevearshiacerss per N. 1), lioyd Satueday, April 8th. 
For America ............ perO,& O.Co, Saturday, April 18th 
For Victoria, B.C...,... per N, P. Uo. Thursday, April egrd, 


Digitized by Coc gle 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
_— —- ——_>_—_—— 
ARRIVALS. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, Swain, 
27th March,—Shanghai vid ports, 21st March, 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 
28th March,—San Francisco 14th March, Mails 
and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Benlarig, British steamer, 11453 
March,—London vid ports, 

& Co. 

Pingsuey, British steamer, 1,988, Davis, 28th 
March,—London vid ports, General.—W. M. 
Strachan & Co. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 2oth 
Marc!,—Hongkong via ports, 21st March, Mails 
and General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Shanghai, British steamer, 1,672, J. Cowie, 30th 
Maich,—London vid ports, General.—P. & O. 
S.N. Co. 

Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
derson, 30th March,—Kobe 28th March. 

4. Bischoff, German ship, 2,708, Schwarting, 30th 
Marclhi,—San Diego 5th February, Ballast 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Yarra, French steamer, 2,126, de Maubeuge, 30th 
March,—Marseilles 16: February, Hongkong 
22nd March, Shanghai 25th, and Kobe 2gth, 
Mails and General,—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Cormoran, Geiman gunboat, Captain Brindmann, 
3tst March,—Chemulpo. 

Glenshiel, British steamer, 2,240, R. D. Jones, rst 
April,—London via poits, and Kobe 31st March, 
Gene: al.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Niobe, German steamer, 1,666, Pfaff, 1st April,— 
Hamburg via ports, General.—Simon, Evers & 
Co. 

Swatow, German steamer, 631, Biodstein, ard 
April,—Manila 19th March, Sugar.—Cheong 
Wo Tye & Co. 


Wallace, 28th 
eneral.—Cornes 


DEPARTURES. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, 28th March,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and 
General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
28th March,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—P. & O. S.N, Co. 

Priam, British steamer, 1,802, Jackson, 28th 
March,—London vid ports, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Petrel (6), U.S. gunboat, Lieut.-Commander 
Emory, 28th March,—San Francisco vid Hono- 
lulu, 

Pointer (late Arctic), British schooner, 40, Snow, 
28th March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear,.— 
Captain. | 

Salvadora, Spanish steamer, 978, Ramon, 29th 
March,—Manila, General,—Browne & Co. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W, B. Seabury, 3oth 
March,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Concord (6), U.S. gunboat, Commander J. E. 
Craig, 30th March,—San Francisco vid Hono- 
lulu. 

E. B. Marvin, British schooner, 96, Harris, 3oth 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Captain 
J. G. Cox. 

Ocean Belle, British schooner, 82, A. B. Whidden, 

oth March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.— 
t. M. Laffin. 

St. Lawrence, American schooner, 39, J. Todd, 
goth March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear,— 
T. M. Laffin. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 
31st March,—San Francisco vid Honolulu, Mails 
and General,—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 31st March,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisiva. 

Carmarthenshire, British steamer, 1,775, Sincock, 
gist March,—London vid ports, General.— 
Samuel Samnel & Co. 

Katherine, British schooner, 60, J. E. Fulton, 31st 
March,—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—T, M. 
La ffin. 

Benlarig, British steamer, 1,452, Wallace, 1st 
April, -London vid ports, General.—Cornes & 

o. 

Benalder, British steamer, 1,294, Thomson, and 
April,—New York vid Suez Canal, General.— 
Cornes & Co. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED, 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, from 
Shanghai vid ports :—Major Jolhusow, Messrs. E. 
Evans, Malm, Galland, Hudzins, Roche, Hinds, 
Chung, Mrs. Going, Dr. Kashimura, Mr. Hama- 
da, and Captain Pyne in cabin; Messrs. J. P. 
Olsen, J. Burns, O. J. Anderson, and Wong in 
second class, and 30 Japanese, 2 Europeans, and 
13 Chinese in steerage, 
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J. Rayp, Miss Hamilton, Mr. Yokoyama, and Mr. {to some extent and the future looks brighter for 
Soyeda in cabin; Mr. Sano and Mr. Ono in second importers, 
class, and 52 passengers in steerage. AMEFICAN oes cee se cee cee cos cen cee soe ssconsteees GMs 


a. 
RUSSO oec ccc sce cen cee cnetce cos cee see ceeceneee ens eee 
CARGOES. Langkat ......ccscsscecsseccoceseee see ees ee eeeaee 
Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for SUGAR. 
Vancouver, B.C. :— 


Per British steamer China, from San Francisco: 
—Mr.and Mrs. Jos. R. Herod, child, and servant, 
Hon. R. P. Porter and family, General and Mrs. 
Geo. B. Williams, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. W. Farn- 
ham, Rev. Jacob Poppen and family, Mr. and 
Mrs. V. E. Macy and 2 servants, Mr, and Mrs, 
A. Greaf, Mr. and Mrs, Gilbert W. Lee, Mr. Nas 


8.20 
2.t 


So 


Brown—A fair demand continues at last week’s 





Nabekra and family, Mrs. G. J. Blocklinger, Miss TRA. aha White—Situation aneiaees but there is 

Lizzie Ballagh, Mr. And:é Lazard, Mr. EF. S ae a capitan me edna! ikely to be more business ere long. sen 

James, Mr. Y. Murota, Mr. Max Lazard, and WEOT, EAST. COAST. CITIEB. Brown Takao $4.45 to 4.55 

Mr. J. H. Rosenthal in cabin. For Shanghai :—| Hongkong ... 5 ~ - _ 3! SOU RenGe Mantle (ons an os 4.90 to 5.20 

a a he J H. aaa ee M. ea rit Pe A aaa sie all 3:708 a _ 4338 eons pales (NOW) ccc sesceesceseeeeeene 3.90 to 3.95 
rs. L. Hamilton, Mrs. C. Ferris, an r. J.| Colombo ...... , a ~~ rOWN CAntON w.sc.ceecseceerer cesses 3-80 £0 4.90 

Samson in cabin. For Hongkong :—Mr. A. EF. i atNee a a4 ae os -_ 316 White Java and Penang wn... 6.70 to 6.80 

Carrick and Mc. Hugh M. Coulson in cabin. ees es |) VU NS ene aaa seticounrrirss 6.35 to 9.40 
Per British steamer Gaelic, from Hongkong via Total..... 191 868 3,718 2 3! 4,803 

ports:—Rev. and ae Thomson, Mr. M. F. “SILK. EXPORTS. 

Weber, Mrs, E. S. Dundy, Jun., Miss M. M. : NEWYORK. OTHERCITIRG. = TOTAL. RAW SILK. 

Dundy, Bishop and Mrs. Bickersteth, Mr. Weng ste She pte mu ening = Se, st A moderate daily business at unchanged rates 

: Yokohama cetdenne, 270° sey 7 _ bus 
Yuk San, Mr. M. Fitzgerald, Mr. H. J. Bostwick, — —- — |but with prices tending in favour of buyers. No 
Miss Bostwick, Mr. G. Blundell, Mrs, E. Morri- Total .o..c. 6. cccceesee S27 ceevee ce MP tev eee one 527, | very brisk demand cau be expected in the near 


future unless something goes wrong with new 
crop either in Europe or Asia. 
QUUTATIONS.—=-(NEW SILK.) 
Filatures—Uxtra g'1t, 10/12 den,..,.Nom. $750 to 760 
Filatures—EExtra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom. _ 


Per British steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Silk, 305 bales; Waste Silk, 151 bales. 

Per British steamer Gaelic, for Sau Francisco 
vid Honolulu :— 


son, Mrs. E. S. Dundy, Judge E. S. Dundy, Mr. 
M. L. Murray, Captain J. H. Ward, Lieut. H. de 
Fabre, Captain W. H. Forbes, Miss Stanley, Mrs. 
Headland, and Miss M. Davis in cabin. For 
San Francisco:—Mr. H. G. Trowbridge, Lieut. 


TKA. 
A. de Mello Gueno, Lieut. V. da Silva, and Mr. aan NEW ST. MON- OTHER Elatacees to: 1, 10/83 leila Sa svsanses iu 740 to 750 
i Chong in cabin. PMANCICO, YORK, CHICAGO. LOUIS, TREAL.CITIRG. TOTAL, ilatures—No. 2, 13/15, 14/06 den........ 680 to 690 
Lai C B Yokohama. 21 -- — — — _ as Filatures—No. 14, 10/14 deniers ............ 680 to 700 


Per French steamer Yarra, from Marseilles vid 


ports:—Mr. Wirenins, Mc. and Mrs. Fukuda and One N NE Bi eI 


Pilatuses——-No. 16, 13/06, eg/t7slen. ..... 640 to 650 
Filatutes—No. 2, 10/15 deniers... ...s000008 640 tO 650 





child, Mr, Kasahara, Baron de Bux Hoeveden,| ‘Total... a1 — —= = = 334  '55]  Filatures—No. 2, 14/18 deniers............. 630 to 630 
Mr. Bompas, Mr. J. W. Bacon, Mr. J. S. Crogin, SILK. Re-reelsa—No. 1, ¢3/15, 14/#6den....Nom. 650 to 660 
Mr, and Mrs. Morgan, Mr, Ride, Mr. and Mrs. sake tka es Setar, Nica Re-reels—No. th, 13/86, 14/7 deniers... ... 630 to 640 
Graham, Mrs. Georgie Herraut and amah, Mr.] yokohama ......... — 163 —_ 368. Re-reels—No. 2, 64/18 deniers... Nom. 610 to 620 _- 
Flipo, Mr. Mulleus, Mr. Vaepier, Mr. J. A. —_—— —— babar ae ‘a Non: 246 ree 
Campbell, Mr. Gibb, Mr. Martino Leccia, Mr. Total ........ — 168 = 168 Kakedas—Butcs San ai Nom. : a 


Thiollier, Mrs. Elton, Mrs. Okkasawa Matsu and 
amah, and Mr. Sarolidis in cabin; 2 Chinese in 
steerage. 

Per British sttamer Glenshiel, from London :— 
Mr. Ogden in cabin. From Singapore :—Mr, and 
Mrs. W. Kinsey and Miss Fa:low in cabin. 

DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for Vane 
couver; B.C.:—Mr. T. Adachi, Mr. S. Akusawa, 
Captain G. B. Appletow, Mr. C. Asahina, Mr. C. 
H. Bailey, Mrs. C. H. Bailey, Mr. N. P. Brown, 
Mc. Franklin Brooks, Mc. S. L. Brunton, Mr. P. 
Bukow, Mr. Crawford, Rev. Ii. Crunimy, Mrs. E. 
Crummy and 2 children, Rev. F. S. Curtis, Mrs. 
F. S. Curtis and child, Master A. P. Curtis, 
Master R. R. Curtis, Miss G. C. Curtis, Mr. M. 
J. Fischer, Mr. T. Haga, Me. Harrison, Rev, V. 
C. Hart, Mr. T. Hiraoka, Mr. E. V. Hull, Mrs. 
E. V. Hull, Mr. K. Kikuchi, Mrs. J. W. tee, 
Miss Jennie Lee, Rev. H. H. Lowry, Mrs. H. H. 
Lowry, Misses Lowry (2) Mr. A. McLaggan, 
Lieut.-Commander J. P. Merrell, U.S.N., Mr. S. 
Mimura, Mr. L. B. Packer, Mr. L. C. Pareto, 
Miss M. R. Perkins, Mr. C. W. Porter, Mr. Scott, 


Kakedas—No. t ....ccssscecseesseceesee Nom. 680 

Kakedas——-No. 04 ses.cccsscoscsscesseesee NOm. 650 to 660 
K alkedas—No. 2 ...cssseccesceeseeseeccenseseeses 630 to 640 
K aicedas—-NO. 2b... .c.sscsecsssccesssseesenessees 620 to E25 


WASTE SILK. 


Situation unchanged. Shippers are willing to 
go on, to some extent, at quotations, and pro- 
bably the business recently done will attract fresh 
supplies from the country. 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 
Noshi—Filature, Best .........sccsseceeeee ee $105 tO 510 
Noshi—Filature, Good ................s0000088 100 to 10s 
Noshi—Oshu, West... ...ccsesccrccceereessseeee #10 tO 18S 
Noshi—Oshir, Good  ......cccssscseserereevecee LOS &O 510 
Noshi—Oshu, Mediunt ..........c:ccesseeeevee BOO. €0 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ............ cc ccc eee ee _~ 
Noshi—Shinshir, Good ............000-seceeeee §§ to 65 
Noshi—Bushit, ast ..........cccsccescsseeneee 80S €0 810 
Noshi—Bushu, Good v...ccccccee see een senses QS 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medlin... 0... sssseeeeese 9O to Q2h 
Noshi—lJosh, Good ...scceesereeseereesseee 60 to 65 
Noshi—Joshu, Fate .......cccccsseeeereeeee §5 tO 574 
KibisomlFilatuce, Hest ......secccccesssereeee 85 tO 90 
KibisomFilature, Seconds .............00. 7§ to 80 

TEA, 
Nothing doing in Old leaf; and no samples of 


Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports :—Treasure, $1,700.00. 


IS 
ee OOOO ————_— eee” 


LATESY COMMERCIAL. 
a  ——$__$_$— 
IMPORTS. 


Market quieter, and the Easter holidays appear 
to interfere somewhat with trade. With the ad- 
vauce of Spring a fair demand all round is pro- 
bable with the exception of Cloths, Blankets, and 
other Winter Goods. 

COTTOTE PLECI GOOUDS, 

Pak riaces. 
Girey Shlatings—84 Ih, 38) yds. syinches $2.40 to 2.80 
Grey Shirtings—olh, s8b yds. asinches 2.70 to 3.25 
[. Cloth—7)h, 24 yards, g2inches....... 8.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shictings—s2 yards, gyinches,. §.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yatds, 30 inches,, 2.00 to 3.75 

Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Blacie, PRA YARD. 
$9 INCHOS ... cece ceeeeeceecenceeeneree eee 0.16 0 0.22 

PER VIRCR, 
Velveta—Black, 35 yards, azinches ... 8.60 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,, 0.7§ to 0.90 

SurkeyReds—z.oto 2.4!b, 24/25 yards, 


Mrs. Scott, Miss Blanche Smith, Mr. Wm. Geo. Lurtoy Redancs.6 to $B, o4/os yards, 160 to 4-75) | New teas yet arvived. 
Smith, Mr. A. E. Spender, Baron Speck von 30 INCHES wissceseserecreseerereeeeeeeseees 0.85 LO 2,10 r 
Sternberg, Mr. Alb. Sussmann, Mr. Aug. Suss-} Turkey Reiss to 4uh, 24/25 yards, ‘ ‘E EXCHANGE. 

Mr. W. F. Sylvester, Mr. F. Whitleck, Ms. 2 INCHES ....cssseesesercseerssersereseeee 2635 CO 2.65] 9 yi ‘ re z 
ag Wee. ed — Saiecuclt eee - vaieey Radice 8 ta th, o6]08 yocds, > , Very sgt saree appear in rates of ex 
Wosiida in Gabi: : QDINCHES cecceceecceceeeeenes cveseee 2QOLO 8.30 change during te week, 

WOOLLIENS. pak YaMDs Sterling—Bank T.T.  ,..ccosescscoee 2/24 @ ye 


Per Brtitsh steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 


ports :—Lady Eva Fitzgerald, Lady Nesta Fitz- Flannel..... siathasioreie teeth aah ied $0.30 of 0.474 —_— — Bills on demand... 2/24 @y 
OC ealde Rev, ‘De “and” Mra.-Campuell’: Me S Ihetay Cle ceynieqrieais ae — 4 months’ sight ... 2/223@# 
Hara, Mr. and Mrs. Weinberger, 3 children, and Medium ccccccccsseseeeeccsnerceeseeeee 9 30 10 0,324 = Private 4 months’ sight... 2/2¢@H 
maid. Mr. A. Wohlgemach, Mr. Mumm, Mr. | !talian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches — _ 6 months’ sight... 2/3@zs 


Commons ooc eee cee cec cece see ees cae ceecee 
Mousseline de Laine—Crape, ay yards, 
gt inches........... wee O85 tt 0.82 


Acthue Bergner, Mis. S. Rickmers, Mrs. R. 0.25 to 0.274 


is— k i 208 cen vee eee ses , 8 
Rickmers, Mrs. M. Hoffmann, Mrs. Rickmei’s ie aes et 


On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight 2.83 @$ 


man servant, Mr, Coe, Mr. Shu Wing, and Mr. ¢ —Pi iacled cc. a . ° 
and Mrs. C. Kwong Chee and child i cabin; 9 Ceri e caine aoh fligkan oon ate On Hongkong, oo i yep [oP @ par. 
Chinese and 1 child, one Japanese and infant, and | Cloths—Union, 54 @ 56 inches w...ee 0.40 190.70 ae sale tocays sight. ¢°/,d. 
one Indian in steerage. Blanketn—Scaclet and Green, 3 to 5th, On Shanghai—Bank sight eee cecene 714@72 
Per British steamer Gaelic, for San Francisco via DOT Wc cer see ceeeeeene 0.60 10 0.95 — Private 10 days’ sight. 722@73 
Honolulu :—Mr. and Mrs. ]. Chapman Anderson . COTTON Yatris, PER PICUL. On India—Bank sight 000 800 O08 88 Bee ees 183 
and maid, Mr. E. Asada, Mr. G. Vanden Arend, che 16/24, sieeies teresa secon seesseces §$7-00 to 98.00 — Private 30 days’ sight...... 185% 
Colonel and Mrs. Ironside Bax, Mr. H. J. Bost- Noe. a Siieies eReoeeees ae ic ae On America—Bank Bills on demand..532@s4 
wicks Mia Bostwick, Me, MLW, Carleton M.] Noe 3 Boatig sco eos aboe | Private 4 month’ sight 56 @ 4 
. . ry . ° » ‘; ’ Wee Vee eaIcew Ee Kee Gene weaer ‘ ‘ x ae 1 
Lieut. de Fabre; Mr. P. F. Emery, Mr. E. Evans, Nos. 2/60, Pla lthciscisihictdageike aheocoes a sae On Germany ‘Bank sight see eevee 2.854 @6 
Mr. A. Foine, Rev. Wm, Feistkocn, Mr. H.| N08. 2/80, Po ssssscssesse ses cesssssssnsen _— Private 4 months sight 2.29@¢ 
Lindsay Fitzpatrick, Mc. C. Gallond, Lieut. C. ee pe Bar Silver (London) ..s.seessssseeeeeeeee 314 


Nominal. 





A. de Mello Greno, Mrs. Headland, Mr. A. W. a08 


wo Ga BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 
Yokohama, 30th March, 1896. 

Mail advices from Hongkong bear dates of the 
16th and ast inst., from which the following 
changes havetohenoted. China Sugars have ad- 
vanced from $119 to $1223; Luzons $70 to $73; 
Punjom Preference $2 to $2.10; Balmorals $1.80 
to $1.90; Raubs $4.30 to $4.75; Watsons $12.75 
to $13 3; and Hongkong Ices from $ror to $102. 

Forward transactions comprise H. & S. Banks 
at 190 per cent. for March, 191 per cent. for April, 
193 for May and 196 per cent. for June; H.C. & M. 
Steamboats $33.50 for April and $33.75 for May; 
Douglasses $53 tor April; and H. & W. Docks at 
175 per cent. for Match and at 178 per cent. for 
June. 

The rise in Fire Insurance shares is attcibuted 


Hinds, Rev. Y. Honda, Mr. J. M. Hudgins, Rev. 
G. K. Irie, Mr. C. A. Koning, Mis. M. L. Lee, 
Me. Lan Chong, Mr. Ligawaras Man, Mr. J. B. 
Malon, Mr. J. R. Nicoll, Mr. W. E. Purser, Mr. 
Geo. Philip, Mr. and Mrs. L. Pulford and son, 
Mr: and Mis. A. C. Read, son, and maid, Mr, 
and Mrs. E. W. Richardson, Mr. G. W. Roche, 
U.S.N., Lieut. B. X. V. da Silva, Miss Stanley, 
Mr. H. G. Trowbsidge, Mr. A. L. Tuska, Dr. H. 
Weipect, Mr. W. Wolff, De. Carl Zapp, and Mr. 
G. Zapp in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vi& ports:—Miss F. Schalzthan, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Silver Hall, Mc. A. Kraemer, Mr. B. 
Pocklington, Miss Berninger, Mr. and Mrs, Facn- 
ham, Miss Ferris, Mr. J, Samson, Mr. McBride, 
Mr. Bryer, Mc. C. Kerr, Mr. J. Conningham, Mr. 


MICETALS. 
Nothing very bright in this market. Buyers 
appear to have as much as they can digest for the 
present. Quotations nominally unchanged aud 
holders fairly firm. 
PBR PICUL, 
lat Wee, fiche... cc ee cee cee eee nee eee 83,20 10 3.25 
Plat Baca, imc... ccc cee eee csesee eee 3625 LO 3.30 
Round and square upto dinch w..... 3.20 lo 3.30 
Iron Plates, assorted ..............cceesenees 3-40 (0 3.50 
Sheet [rom oc. .cssecseeee cece ccceetee ese eee 6-60 €0 4.70 
Galvanized Tron sheets ...........0.0-6 9.00 to 9.§0 
Wire Nuila, assorted .......cc cere. §0§0 LO 5,60 
Tin Plates, per Dow veces coecse sensestesees §-30 10 5-40 
Pig Vea, NOL y coc cce cece cee eee 1.60 to 1.65 
— AIEROSIONE, 
Market strong. Buyers are obliged to operate 


Google 


April: 4, 1896.] 


to a rumour of a conference, shortly to be held by 
Fire Insurance Companies, whereby a proposal of 
a further increase in rates of premiums will be pre- 
sented, 

In view of the probability of the Company secur- 
ing large contracts from Formosa and North 
China, Green Islands are firm at $18. Higher 
rates are looked for, 

The report of Luzon Sugar Refining Co. for 1895 
shows that the Company netted $59,524.53, ex- 
clusive of $10,202.65 brought forward from 1894 
account. With both these amounts, it is proposed 
te deal as follows :—$25,000 towards reduction of 
Property Account, a dividend of $5 per share and 
to carry forward to new account $9,727.18. 

The New Amoy Dock Co’s receipts during 1895 
amount lo $33,505.33; and the net profit, after 
paying all expenses, is $10,079.08, exclusive of 
$4,416.96 brought forward fiom last year’s ac- 
count. After deducting $2,015.80 for Commission 
to General Manager, Manager, and Consulting 
Committee, a dividend of 10 per cent. has been 
declared and the balance $6,480.24 is carried for- 
ward to this year’s account. 

Offers for China Mutual Ordinary £5 paid up 
shares, and H. & K. Wharfs are wanted locally, 
Grand Hotels continue in demand. Breweries 
and Oriental Hotels are enquired for. 


Yokohama, April rst. 

A wire to-day from Hongkong gives the follow. 
ing quotations:—H. & S. Banks 191 per cent. 
premium Sellers; Hongkong Lands $73 50 Sellers; 
China Fires $90 Sales; H. & W. Docks 175 per 
cent. Buyers; H. & K. Wharfs $47.50 Sales; 
Douglasses $52 Sellers; H. C. & M. Steamboats 
$33-75 Sales; Punjoms $8.75 Sales; Raubs $4.30 
Buyers; Balmorals $3 Sales; National Banks 
$27 Sales; Indo-Chinas $67.50 Nominal; Straits 
$26 Weak; Unions $210 Sales; and Traders 
$78.50 Sales. 

Humphreys Estates have been placed locally 
from Hongkong to-day at $9 75. 

Grand Hotels have been placed at $145 and are 
wanted. Offers of Oriental Hotels, Breweries, 
Langfeldts, and Debentures of all kindsare wanted, 


Yokohama, April and. 
Latest mail advices from Hongkong are dated 
the 24th ult., and from Shanghai the 27th ult, 
The following improvement in the Shanghai 
share market has to be noted. Indo-Chinas have 
further tisen from Tis. 48.25 to T's. 50, China 
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BABIES 


And Tired 
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A warm bath with CUTICURA SOAP, and a 
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THERUSSO-CHINESE BANK. 


ORGANIZED UNDER IMPERIAL DECREE OF 
10TH DECEMBER, 1895. 


Mutual Ordinary £5 paid up shares from ‘Tis. 
17.84 to £3.1.6, Yangtszes $140 to $145, Cantons 
$197.25 to $202, Taku, Tugs T's. 75 cum, to 'I'ls., 
103.50 ex, dividend, China Sugars $122 to $128, 
Shanghai Waterworks Tis, 200 to Tis. 220, 
Lankats Tls. 320 to Tls. 325, Horse Bazaars Tis. 
220 to Ts. 65 and Hall & Holtzs $35 to $38. 


Forward clearances consist of H. & S. Banks 




































IQI per cent. for = he May; Indo-Chinas Tis. 51 
for March, Tis. 51/52 for April, Tis. 51/4 for June . 
=e Tis. 53/45 for July; bo ype for CAPITAL ; 
arch and $141 for April; Straits $28.50 for _ 
April; Peraks at Tls. 43 for mid-April; China 6,000,000 GOLD ROUBLES £960,000. 
Sugars at $136 for June; Luzons at $37 for ETRE 
April and $47 for May, and S. & H. Wharfs at FOUNDERS: 


Tis, 118.25 for June. 


-The re-action in H. & S. Banks last week is said 
to be due to the delay in the issue of the Imperial 
Edict authorising the loan from England and 
Germany. The loan was placed on the London 
and Berlin markets on the 31st ult., subscriptions 
closing yesterday. 

The rise in National Banks is attributed to a 
tumour that the Bank itself was a subscriber to the 
Chinese loan to a large extent, and that it is ex- 
pected the venture will turn out a profitable in- 
vestment. 

The advance in Indo-Chinas. is attributable to 
rumours, which, however, have not been authenti- 
cated, that the Company will issue a splendid 
Report and that a better dividend will be paid. 

The satisfactory nature of the Report, issued by 
the Manager of the Raub Australian Gold Mining 
Company, Limited, has enhanced the value of 
shares. Our Singapore Agent to-day wires us 
that there are no sellers under $5.50, which means 
a rise of 28 per cent. on the last quotation. 

In some quarters some surprise is expressed at 
the low rates at which New Amoy Docks, Hum. 
phreys Estates, Kowloon Lands, and Fenwicks 
are kept. The return to investors is too good 
comparing with present rates. <A study of the 
above Companies’ accounts will clearly demon- 
strate the business done must be considered very 

ood. 

, Locally, H. & K. Wharfs can be had at $48. 
Offers for China Mutuals and Kowloon Lands are 
wauted, Grand Hotels are still in demand at 
$145, and Breweries, Oriental Hotels, and Lang- 
feldts at quotations. A small line of Bretts might 
be obtained at $7. 


PRINCE HESPERE OUKHTOMSKY. 


RENE BRICE, Administrator, Credit Lyon- 
nais. 


J. GOLDSTAND, Administrator, St. Peters- 
burg International Commercial Bank. 


BARON RODOLPHE HOTTINGUER, Banker, 
Paris. 


ERNEST DENORMANDIE, President, Comp- 
toir National d’Escompte de Paris. 


EDOUARD NOETZLIN, Administrator, Ban- 
que Nationale du Mexique. 


ADOLPHE ROTHSTEIN, Administrator, St. 


Petersburg International Commercial 
Bank. 


JACQUES STERN, Administrator, Banque 
de Paris et des Pays Bas. 


HEAD OFFICE: 
ST. PETERSBURG. 


OTICE is hereby given that this 
Bank will OPEN a BRANCH in SHANG- 
HAI on the 13th of February, in the pre- 
mises now occupied by the COMPTOIR 
NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE DE PArIs, whose 
Business it will take over on that date. 
The SHANGHAI BRANCH of the RUSSO- 
CHINESE BANK will do a General Bank- 
ing Business. 


RUSSO-CHINESE BANK: 


SHANGHAI BRANCH. 


BANKERS : 
London—GLYN, MILLS, CURRIE & Co. 


Paris—COMPTOIR NATIONAL D’ESCOMPTE 
DE PARIS. 


BANQUE DE PARIS ET DES Pays 
BAS. 


Berlin—MENDELSSOHN & Co. 
S. BLEICHRODER. 


Hamburg—M. M. WARBURG & Co. 


Amsterdam—LIPPMANN, ROSENTHAL & 
COMPANY. 


Vienna—K. K. PRIV. OESTERR CREDIT 
ANSTALT FUR HANDEL & GEWERBS. 








Interest allowed on Current Account at 2 
per cent. on Daily Balances. 


Interest allowed on Fixed Deposits ac- 
cording to arrangement. 


LOCAL BILLS DISCOUNTED. 


Foreign Exchange on the principal Cities 





single application of CUTICURA (ointment), the great skin 
cure, followed by mild doses of CUTICURA RESOLVENT, the 
new blood purifier, wiil afford instant relief, permit rest and 
sleep, and point to a speedy, permanent, and economical cure 
of the most distressing of itching, burning, bleeding, scaly and 
crusted skin and scalp diseases, when alli other methods fail. 


throughout the world. British depot: F. Newsear & Sons, 1, King Edward-st., London. Porras 
bees arp CHEMICAL Conrosation. 8ale, Proprietors, Boston, U. 8. A.” . 
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of the World, brought and sold. 





Special facilities for Russian Exchange. 


F. BINCELOT, ety ag 


D. POKOTILOW, in ‘China. 


A. WERTH, 
Shanghai, roth Feb., 1896. 
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RLEMENTARY LESSONS. IN ENGLISH. 


By ERNEST W. CLEMENT, A.M., of the 
Tokyo Baptist Academy. 


A NEW and PRACTICAL METHOD, 
ESPECIALLY SUITED TO JAPANESE STUDENTS. 
PRICE, 12 sen; POSTAGE 3 sen. 

Now Ready, and for sale by the Methodist 
Publishing House, Ginza, Tokyo; and by the 
Author, 43, Tsukiji, Tokyo. 

Tokyo, April 4th, 1896. O. 








KINSo, 
> THE FINEST Vis 


ENGLISH MAKE, 


EAU DE COLOGHE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds, 


USE ATKINSON'S onty, 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 

Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 

Label and usual “ Wurte Rose”? Trade Mark. Qf 

all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 











Matheson & Grant, 
13; Walbrook, 
London, England. 
cAaespaiiggilimnin 
Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 

Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 


Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 


Al and ABC Codes. 








Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 
THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’'S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The bloodis the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sin Samugt Baxer,in his work entitled ** The Nile Tribué 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—*'! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In I 
short time I had many fg to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfes 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds, It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Coorsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—'‘ 1 had with me a quantity of 
Holloway'’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “stock.”’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World, May tat, 1890. 
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CONDENSED MILK 


e “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 


ee) contain all the cream of the original milk. 
SCONDENSED MILSY In the process of manufacture nothing but 


i water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
ithe “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 








a) The Physician’s Cure 
ly for Gout, Rheumatic 
ys 5! Gout and Gravel; the 

& Z| safest and most gentle 

maint SASL LL cia é ee "74\ Medicine for Infants, 
The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, ge rasageeybry agg Fe- 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, males, and the Sic 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 
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= Seed HS “Sold Throughout the W rid. 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA, 
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- Apollinarts 


“Tue QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 





—— 


“More wholesome than = any 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 


THE TIMES. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTERFINID & SWIikds, 


YOKOHAMA. 
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And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s TEM) R. AK ap i] 


Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. ypu HN f 
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FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
& MEAT-FLAVOURING . 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 
Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIERIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books ou Application to Office of this Paper. 
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and Cheques be made payableto same; and that literary 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Tue revised Treaty with Germany has been 
signed. —_—_—— 

.g THE composer of the Japanese National air, the 
S Kinigayo, died in Tokyo this week. 


MARSHAL Marquis YAMAGATA and suite arrived 
at San Francisco on March 28. 


H.I.M. tae Emperor, who has been suffering 
from influenza, is now very much better. 


Mr. Oxa Kr has been appointed Acting Chief 
of the Yokohama Silk Inspection Office. 





Pror. WHITNRY’s recitals at the Public Hall on 
Wednesday were very sparsely attended. 


Tue work of laying telephone wires between 
Tokyo and Osaka is to be completed next year. 


H.I.H. Paincx Komatsu, who was recently 
attacked by influenza, has recovered his ordi- 
nary health. 


THe suspected case of plague on the Chitiagong 
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turned out to be something far less serious, and 
after two days’ quarantine the vessel cleared for 
Portland, Oregon. 


HE Mixed Brigade organised to garrison For- 
mosa has reached the island safely. 


THE annual commencement exercises of the 
Ferris Seminary was held in Van Schaick Hall 
on Tuesday evening. 


Mr. Kitacaxi, Governor of Hokkaido, has 
been appointed Vice-Minister of the Colonial 
Office. 


ENGLAND is sending some Astronomers to 
Muroran to take observations of the eclipse of 
the sun in August next. 





T.I.H. Princesses Tsune and Kane, who have 
been staying at Hakone for some time, returned 
to Tokyo on the 7th instant. 


Eart and Countess Spencer have visited Miya- 
noshita and Nikko during the week. They 
leave Japan on the 17th inst. 


Counr Angnoxoj1, Secretary of the Japanese 
Legation in Italy, returned to Tokyo on the 7th 
inst. for the henefit of his health. 


A HEavy gale swept over Japan on Tuesday and 
much damage was done in places through the 
overflowing of rivers and land-slips. 


Tue Helyen arrived at Shinagawa on the 4th 
instant from Kobe. She is the first captured 
Chinese ship that has entered Shinagawa Bay. 


Durine last month the Osaka Mint struck 
coins to the following amount:—5 yen gold 
pieces, yen 95,000; one yen silver pieces, yen 
1,280,000. 
Mr. Arra Gensuicat and some other promoters 
have applied for official permission to construct 
a railway between Omiya and Koza, a distance 
of 50 miles. 
Tue Genbu Maru encountered so much ice 
while on the voyage from Hakodate to a more 
northerly port, that after four days she gave up 
the task and put back to Hokkaido. 








A GREAT forest fire occurred on Komeizan, 
Iwata District, Enshu Province, on the 4th inst, 
at8a.m., and continued to burn nntil g p.m. 


Five miles square of forest were destroyed. 


Tux directors of the Imperial Life Insurance 
Co. propose to increase the present capital of 
yé% 300,000 to yen 1,009,000. The matter will] 


be discussed at a special general meeling of 


shareholders. 


Tue robber who forced an entry into the Kure 
branch of the Mitsui Bank the other day and 
stole yen 20,400, was arrested at Matsuyama, 
lyo Province, on the rst inst. He is named 
Sugiura Junichiro. 


Drs. S. Hirosz, M. Miyajima, K. Rokkaku, Y. 
Komiya, and B. Enomoto have been engaged 
by the Kanagawa Kencho as medical inspectors 
to carry out the Regulations for Medical In- 
spection of Ships. 


Tue French Senate has adopted a vote of 
want of confidence in the Government in_ its 
foreign policy and has also deferred voting the 
Madagascar credit. The Cabinet, however, 
has resolved to hold office. 











TuHEre has been considerable discussion during 
the week as to the admission of Count Itagaki 
into the Cabinet, but it is believed that such a 
step will not be taken until the return of Marshal 
Marquis Yamagata from Europe. 


Reutsr wires :—A despatch to Zhe 7 imes states 
that the Matabele have massacred altogether two 
hundred whites. The United States House of 
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Representatives, by a large majority, has approv- 
ed the report of the mixed committee in favour 
of the resolution adopted by the Senate urging 
the recognition of the Cuban insurgents as belli- 
gerents. The Italian garrison at Kassala has re- 
pelled an attack of 5,000 Dervishes, the loss to the 
Italians being inconsiderable. 


The Times states that the despatch forwarded 
by Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, to President Kruger, is friendly but 
firm, and insists on the redress of the Uit- 
landers’ grievances, and affirming Great Britain's 
right to interfere. ° 


THE English Parliamentary Foreign Secretary, 
Mr. Curzon, replying to questions in the House 
of Commons, stated that the Governmert had 
no intention of sending a British Expedition to 
the Soudan in the autumn, nor of asking fora 
vole of credit for the present expedition. 


Fire broke out on the 3rd inst. in one of the 
buildings of the shipbuilding department in the 
Kure Admiralty Station. The flames were con- 
fined to the building where they Originated, but 
a large amount of ship building materials, 
valued at about yen 50,000, was destroyed. 


Tus Chinese’ Minister entertained Marshal 
Marquis Oyama, Admiral Marquis Saigu, Vis- 
count Watanabe, Vice-Admiral Viscount Ito, 
Lieut.-General Viscount Kawakami, Mr. Hana- 
busa, Chief of the Imperial Auditors’ Bureau, 
and others, on the 6th inst. at the Chinese Lega- 
lion. 
Tue British Chartered Company of South 
Africa has asked the Government to send five 
hundred troops from the Cape to reinforce the 
defenders of Buluwayo. It is stated that the 
Government intend to send five thousand addi- 
tional troops to the Cape as soon ag possible to 
to provide for every emergency. 





THe condition of the Import trade is much 
about the same as last reported. There has 
been a fair demand for Yarns, but the sales of 
Shirtings have been exceedingly small, while 
Fancy Cottons are only in moderate request, 
and Woollens, with the exception of Blankets, 
are entirely neglected. Metals are not so well 
held as they might be, owners being somewhat 
weak, though there is but little inclination to 
part at present quotations. Kerosene sales 
have been small, but this is due to holders, who 
are strong, buyers doing but a hand-to-mouth 
business in the hope of getting cheaper Oil. 
Stocks are very short inland, and buyers will 
be bound to come into the market more ex- 
tensively almost immediately. The Sugar trade 
is quiet but healthy, quotations being fairly well 
maintained in the business done. In the prin- 
cipal Export there has been a moderate busi- 
ness which has extended over most qualities of 
Silk, and prices are lower all round, with the 
exception of fine-sized Filatures, which are 
firmly held. The stock is still heavy, spring 
reelings are now coming in, and there is talk 
of new crop—probably only sample skeins— 
being ready before the end of next month, In 
the Waste Silk trade a large amount of business 
has been put through, and holders, having at 
length discovered that they must sell, are will- 
ing to go on at late rates. There is still a 
stock of 8,000 piculs, though probably some of 
this is not very desirable stuff. The only thing 
to be said about Tea is that the weather is 
favouruble, that there is generally a strong 
“flush” of leaf, and that hand musters may be 
looked for immediately. Rates of exchange 
have only been subject to very slight fluctua- 
tions, the latest position being one of marked 
steadiness. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 


eee eee 

Politically the week has been one of great 
interest. The entry of Viscount Lieut.-General 
Takashima into the Cabinet as Minister of the 
new Colonial Department, and several subor- 
dinate changes that have taken place in official 
tanks in consequence of the establishment of 
that Department, are the’ chief events of the 
week. For the moment, however, the altention 
of the political world is virtually absorbed by 
the strong demand that the Liberals are pre- 
ferring to the Government for the admission of 
their Leader into the Cabinet, as Minister of 
Home Affairs. No less than thirteen leading 
articles, bearing directly or indirectly on the sub- 
ject, have appeared in the columns of the lead- 
ing papers of Tokyo. 


* 
* * ’ 

The Liberal organ, the Zokyo Shimbun, is 
significantly reticent. It confines itself to 
guarded and general comments, nor has it ful- 
filled the promise it made last week that full 
particulars should be published early this week. 
The Tokyo papers surmise that the opinion of 
the Cabinet must be divided about the Liberals’ 
proposal. The Satsuma statesmen are supposed 
to be the chief opponents of Count Itagaki’s 
admission to the Cabinet. The latest informa- 
tion is that the Ministry have asked their allies 
to postpone a final settlement until the return of 
Field-Marshal Marquis Yamagata. Whether 
that be true or false, it is plain that both sides 
are in a difficult dilemma, especially the 
Liberals, for already their provincial supporters 
consider the question practically settled, and 
are rejoicing at Count Itagaki’s return to office 
after 26 years of private life. 


Viscount Takashima’s entry into the Cabinet 
has greatly disappointed the Opposition. They 
had regarded him as a sort of distant ally, and 
their organs now pour upon his head the phials 
of chagrined invective, forgetting how recently 
they courted him, and with what assiduily. 
‘hough only a Viscount, and though of 
doubtful capacity as a statesman,” writes the 
Fomiuri,” his weight counts for a good deal in 
the balance of power between the Choshiu and 
Sashiu leaders, for had he not consented to 
enter the Cabinet, his friend Count Kabayama 
would have left the Government, in which event 
these two statesmen, combined with Count 
Matsukata, would have constituted a powerful 
Satsuma clique hostile to the present Cabinet. 
Hence the solicitude of Marquis Jto to procure 
the Viscount’s cOoperation in directing State 
affairs.” The Xokumin and the Mainichi also 


write in a similar strain. 


We need scarcely say that the comments of 
the Zokyo Shimbun on the same subject are 
wholly different from the above. It expresses 
hearty satisfaction at what has taken place, 
partly because of the discomfiture that the event 
has produced in the ranks of the Opposition. 
Naturally, observes the Liberal journal, many 
would-be satellites are attracted by planets of 
such influence and magnitude as Counts Matsu- 
kata and Kabayama, and Viscount Taka- 
shima, and, equally as a matter of course, 
the greedy politicians that sought to pull down 
the Ito Cabinet by opposing its measures in 
the sequel of the War, left no means untried to 
secure the support of the three statesmen for the 
anti-Cabinet campaign. Emboldened by the 
apparent success that they achieved last year 
with Count Matsukata, these unscrupulous poli- 
ticians essayed a similar move in the case of 
Count Kabayama and Viscount Takashima, 
when the two officers returned from Formosa. 
But the Admiral and the General know too much 
about strategy to be caught by such wiles. One 
can readily conceive how keen must be the de- 
spair of the Opposition at seeing the Viscount 
enter the Cabinet and the Count remaining in 
office, despite the rumours and assertions that 
they had soassiduously fabricated and circulated. 


* 
* 2 


The Mainichi, assuming a highly moral 


in office rather than in the people. 
Government and its allies, acting in that way, 
will sooner or later find cause to regret their 
lack of prudence and forethought. 
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tone, declares that the best way of acquiring 


influence in the world of politics is to practice 
righteousness and obey the natural course of 


events. The expedient too frequently resorted 


too now-a-days, namely, reliance on distinguish- 
ed personalities, is utterly to be condemned. 
Trust must be placed entirely in the people. 
The Liberals have evidently forgotten that im- 
portant point in their eagerness to acquire 
power. They put their trust in the statesmen 
Both the 


a * « 


will be similarly injurious. 
generation devoid of shame and anxious only 
to evade the tenets of law and of moral oblig4- 
tions. 
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article. It predicts that the enforcement of the 
new civil code and of the Revised Treaty, with 


the resulting intermixture of foreigners and 
Japanese, will prove a means of deteriorating 
the public morality. The matter is not clearly 


discussed. Our contemporary contents itself 


with a general statement that closer intercourse 


with foreigners will work a change in the na- 
tional sentiment, and that the code of civil law 
There will result a 


# 
a * 


The Fii thinks that the distress prevailing 





situation of the Liberals towards the Cabinet, in 


a characteristic feature of that journal. 
observes that the agitation conducted by Count 


Hayashi, Kono, and Matsuda, necessarily lacks 
strength and promptitude. 







among the natives of Formosa furnishes an 
excellent opportunity to win their attach- 
ment. A large exodus of farmers sup- 
plemented by the death of many, as well as 
an abnormally heavy rain-fall have so far 
affected agricultural work that numbers of 
the poorer Formosans are reported to be suffer- 
ing from starvation. The occasion should be 
fully availed of to distribute clothes, food, and 
other necessaries of life, as Liu, the millionaire 


The Kokumin makes several comments on the 


short articles that have appeared in succession, 
It 


Itagaki and his immediate associates, as Messrs. 


Mr. Hoshi alone is 
capable of making a determined movement. If 





he, at the head of his Party and with the as- 
sistance rendered by Count Mutsu from within, 
organizes vigorous measures, everything can be 
effected easily and satisfactorily. It is a pity 
that he is at present a sort of free-lance in the 
Party, without the privilege of sharing its direc- 
torate. But the Liberals have already missed 
their opportunity. They ought to have brought 
pressure to bear on the Government while the 
session was still in progress. The primary 
cause of the Cabinet's hesitation about 
giving a definite answer to the demand of ils 
allies is the difficulty of preserving the balance 
of power between the statesmen of Satsuma 
and those of Choshin, for the entry of the 
Liberal Leader into the Cabinet would give 
undue preponderance to the Choshiu influence. 
The connecting link between the Government 
and the Liberals is Count Mutsu. His resolu- 
tion to stick to his post may be attributed 
principally to a desire to assist the Liberals. 


The Fiji also devotes some space to this, the 
most interesting topic of the day. The drift of 
its remarks is that since it is perfectly natural, 
human beings being human, that men render- 
ing services to others should look for compensa- 
tion, the Government should not hesitate to 
satisfy the demand of the Liberals, Otherwise 
the latter, considering themselves betrayed by 
the Cabinet, will attack it hereafter with im- 
placable virulence. The entry of a representa. 
tive of the Liberals into the Cabinet would 
prove an excellent means of imparting a healthy 
tone to the world of politics, for the relations 
between those in office and those outside would 
then be viewed by the light not of sentiment, as 
has hitherto been the case, but of simple politi- 
cal considerations. The custom thus far pre- 
valent of heaping abuse upon all supporters of 
the Government as inevitably depraved, and 
lauding its opponents as necessarily righteous, 
can not possibly conduce to the promotion of 
national interests or to the development of 
political parties. Questions must be discussed 
from the standpoint of their political merits and 
demerits, advantage or disadvantage. 


+ 
* * 


It is curious to note that the Osaka Asaht 


differs from all its contemporaries. It con- 
siders that the entry of Count Itagaki into the 
Cabinet would not lead to the initiation of 
party government. This view is based on the 
argument that, judging from the total failure of 
the Liberal’s personal-rights measures to obtain 
the approval of House of Peers, and therefore 
indirectly of the Government, the admission of 
their Leader into the Cabinet would be tant- 
amount to complete surrender. Nothing could 
be easier for a statesmen than to obtain office 
in that servile manner. It is entirely absurd to 
think that what the Liberals failed to achieve 
while they had no representative within the Go- 
vernmeut, can be accomplished so soon as their 
leader takes part in the affairs of State. 


The Tokyo Asahi has a very pessimistic 





of northern Formosa, used to do in the case of 
his 
should send grain and other things for sale in the 
Formosa market. 
Formosa, as the tea, sugar, or camphor busi- 
ness, should also seize the opportunity to carry 
their schemes into practice. 
relief to the destitute, all such undertakings 
would achieve the excellent purpose of demon- 
strating the advantages and facilities of Japa- 
nese Civilization. 


tenants. Further, Japanese merchants 


Projectors of enterprises in 


Besides bringing © 


* 
* * 


The same journal tenders advice to people 


in Korea who seem disposed to lean upon Ame- 
rica rather than upon Japan for aid in con- 
summating 


the reform of the Peninsula. 
Such a notion is criticized as very shal- 
low, and certain to end in bitter disappoint- 
ment. Things might go very well so long 
as the Kingdom enjoyed peace, but no practi- 
cal help could be expected from America in 
the event of trouble or war. The Koreans 
labour under the gravest misconceptions with 
regard to the aims of Japan. The latter's pur- 
pose does not extend beyond commercial limits. 
The primary reason of Japan's anxiety for the 
better government of the Peninsula, is that the 
restoration of order and the development of the 


country's resources must bring to Japan bene- 
fits larger than those accruing to any other 
nation. 
the true motive of Japan’s conduct towards 
them, and should they continue to barbour. 
enmity so persistent as to exhaust her patience, 
she may completely change her policy and fol- 
low the guidance of considerations other than 
those of national economy and finance. 


Should the Koreans fail to appreciate 


* 
# * 


Reuter’s telegram about the Revised Treaty 


with Germany has thrown the Kokumin into 
something very like a fit of hysteria. It declares 


that, judging from the persistently self-effacing 
foreign policy of the Ito Cabinet, the conces- 
sions reported to have been made to Germany 
excite no surprise; and it cries out that the 
people who were thrown into a state of indig- 
nant grief over the retrocession of the Liao- 
tung Peninsula, over the official pledges given in 
connexion with the possession of Formosa, and 
over the Korean coup d'éidt of Feb. 11th; and 
who offered determined opposition to the draft of 
Count Okuma’s revised Treaty, must not tamely 
submit to the unfair arrangement said to have 
been effected between Japan and Germany. It 
holds that to preserve the extraterritorial clause 
in the Treaty with Germany, after its excision 
from the Treaties with Americe, England, 
Russia, and Italy, would be totally inadinissible 
from the standpoint of justice and of combly. 
There is no difficulty in perceiving that for the 
sake of uttering some vindictive libels against the 
Government, the Kokumin professes lo believe 
a story carrying untrustworthiness on its face. 


a ee 
ae 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 





GOSSIP. 


fs Japanese people share fully with other 


nations the propensity for believing in the efficacy 
of supereticious customs, and more parti- 
cularly in those that relate to the warding off 
of illnesses, smajl-pox, and so forth. It was, 
and still is, a common ¢tistom, when a cold is 


; feared, to paste a piece of paper over the en- 





trance to the house, the paper bearing ideo- 
graphs signifying that Kato Kiyomasa or some 
other old Japanese hero is at present lodging 
there. The demon that would otherwise visit 
the house is so frightened at reading the an- 
nouncement that he precipitately flees away. 
OF course the demon is supposed to be so far 
educated as to be able to read the ideographs, 
but not so intelligent as to detect the evident 
ubsurdily of the whole thing. In some cases 
an entirely different device is resorted to, the 
announcement being made of the absence of a 
Certain personage instead of a dead and gone 
hero's presence. It seems that a certain kind 
of cold called ‘‘ O-some kaze” was once very 
prevalent at a time when the well known 
Osome-san flourished in the land. She had 
a lover named Hisamatsu. Whenever the cold 
made its appearance, therefore, the notice 
‘‘Hisamatsu not at this house,” was pasted 
on the doorway, so that the spirit of the cold 
might not come in and subject itself to the 
trouble of preferring a useless and rather obnox- 
ious inquiry. Now that influenza is again rife 
some folks have given it the name of the “ For- 
mosan cold.” Of course the most potent charm 
to drive away the ‘‘Formusan cold” must be 
Admiral Count Kabayama, and his name is 
therefore freely made use of. But what can one 
do wtth regard to the dreadful pest that has 
been imported from Chi Why there is Dr. 
Kitazato, the discoverer of the plague bacillus. 
The ¥347é accordingly prints a suggestive picture 
of the black plague, in the form of a Chinaman 
fexpressng signs of considerable fright at read- 
ving the ideograph of the famous bacteriologist. 
* 


* # 

A funny story appears in the vernacalar papers 
concering the marriage and subsequent separa- 
tion of Mr. Hiyama, ex-M.P., now an offi- 
cial in Formosa. He recently bethrothed the 
daughter of one of the native chiefs. But 
his connubial bliss seems to have been of 
short duration. Within a few days of her 
marriage the young, untutored bride became 
considerably alarmed at the continued ticking 
of a little time-piece. The persistency of the 
ticking and the monotony of ils sound, suggest- 
ed to her mind that the instrument must be 
possessed of an evil spirit. Hiyama explained 
again and again the nature of his time-piece. 
But his explanations brought no reassurance in 
their train, and, waiting her opportunity, the 
bride escaped to the primeval forest, preferring 
the solitudes of nature to residence in the con- 
tinual society of a ticking demon. 


WEDDING AT CHRIST CHURCH. 


A very pretty wedding took place at Christ 
Church, Yokohama, on Wednesday, when were 
solemnised the nuptials of Mr. William Young 
Showler (of Messrs. Cornes & Co.), and Miss 
Amy Grace Rickett, daughter of Mr. J. Rickett, 
the popular agent in this port of the P. & O. 
Company. The Church was decorated with 
white plum blossom, bamboos, and Lent lillies. 
The bridegroom, accompanied by his best man, 
Mr. P. C. Potts, awaited the coming of the 
bridal procession at the altar rails. With charm- 
ing punctuality the bride entered the Church 
leaning on the arm of her father, who sub- 
sequently gave heraway. She was accompanied 
by her bridesmaids, Miss Alice, Miss Nellie, 
and Miss Mabel Rickett (her sisters), Miss 
Wheeler, Miss Rice, and Miss Varnum, who 
were attended by the groomsmen, Messrs. 
F. E. White, C. A. Black, R. M. Sterling, J. 
Mackintosh, and F. J. Hall. The bride wore a 
handsome dress of Chinese brocade, with deco- 
rations of horse-shoe flowers, and draped with 
rare old Irish lace. On her head was a wreath 
of orange blossoms, over which a tulle veil was 
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flung. She carried a lovely shower-bouquet. 
The bridesmaids were attired in dresses of Japan- 
ese pale green figured silk, and wore maple- 
leaf brooches, the gifts of the bridegroom ; with 
Leghorn hats trimmed with white feathers, and 
bouquets of daffodils. The Rector, the Rev. 
E. Champneys Irwine, M.A, officiated, and 
Mr. Griffin, was atthe organ. He gave Handel's 
Occasional Oratorio, as the bridal party entered 
the church; the Bride’s March from ‘‘ Lohen- 
grien,” while the registers were being signed, 
and Mendelssotin’s Wedding March as the 
happy couple left the church. A reception was 
afterwards held at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Rickett, where the numerous and ornate wed- 
ding presents were on view. The honeymoon 
will be spent at Ijima. In honour of the event 
the P. & O. Veronaand the Y.A.R.C. Boat-house 
were gaily bedecked with flags. 





FERRIS SEMINARY. 
On Tuesday evening the Annual Commence- 
ment exercises of the Ferris Seminary took place 
and passed off very satisfactorily despite the ex- 
ceptionally severe storm that raged outside. The 
upper school-room was well filled by relatives 
and friends of the lady pupils, and many fo- 
reigners who are interested in the noble work 
carried on in this institution. The programme 
was as follows:—Duett for two Pianos, ‘ Vic- 
tory March,” Otto Fox, Miss Tetsu Sato, and 
Miss Sada Hayashi; Salutatory, Miss Tomo 
Hirota, Japanese Essay, ‘‘ One Aim,” Miss 
Tomo Hirota; Chorus, ‘‘ Praise Ye the Lord,” 
Danks ; Japanese Essay “' Friend,” Miss Hama 
Seki; Organ Solo (a) Slumber Song, Delbruck, 
(b) Gavotte, Bach, Miss Ei Sugita; English 
Essay, ‘‘The Harvest is Plenteous,” Miss Ei 
Imura ; Vocal Duett, ‘“ Mark ye how the Violets 
Blow,” Lafferty, by Miss Sada Hashi and Miss 
Take Kawamura; Japanese Essay, “Character,” 
Miss Yae Hashimoto; Piano and Organ Duett, 
“ Gondelfahrt,” Koppelhofer, by Miss Michi 
Sugita and Miss Tomo Hirota; English Recita- 
tion, ‘“The Legend of Fleur de Lis,” Miss 
Ei Sugita; Vocal Trio (a) ‘‘ Come Away,” Per- 
kins (b) “Night Sinks on the Wave,” Smart, 
Miss Sada Hayashi, Miss Take Kawamura, and 
Miss Haruyo Hattori ; Japanese Essay, ‘‘ Man 
and Religion,” Miss Sei Watanabe; English 
Essay, ‘‘Taste,” Miss Take Kawamura ; 
Organ Solo, ‘Song without Words,” Miss Ko 
Hoshino. All the items were very successfully 
rendered. The girls have made marked improve- 
mentinvocal music, while both the Japaneseand 
English essays were very touching and extreme- 
ly well delivered. The number of pictures hung 
on the walls was less than last year, and no 
striking progress is apparent in this department. 
Graduation certificates were distributed by the 
Rev. Eugene S. Booth, M.A., the Principal, who 
also gave a very instructive address to the reci- 
pients. The following ladies are to be con- 
gratulated on having attained the honours of 
graduation:—Academic Department, Yamaa 
Hisa, Togi Take, Watanabe Sei (1895), Kawa- 
mura Take, Hashimoto Yae, Imura Yei, and 
Sugita Yei (1896); Grammar Department. 
Hirota Tomo, Sugita Michi, Imai Sode, and 
Matsui Yasu ; Special Department, Irene Scott. 


ITALY AND THE BTHIOPIANS. 


In an interview, published in the Meue Zuer- 
cher Zettung, Mr. Ilg, an engineer, who was 
for many years an adviser of King Menelik, 
and who is unusually well informed ou Abys- 
sinian affairs, gave it as his opinion that in the 
present war between the Italians and Ethiopians 
King Menelik will pursue a Fabian warfare and 
will not undertake a decisive battle. Continu- 
ing, he said, Menelik is a shrewd and cautious 
man who knows that illies in his interest to keep 
on until the strength of the Italians is exhausted. 
Menelik can easily afford to pursue a Fabian 
course, while every day added to the campaign 
costs the Italians enormous sums. The Italians 
will never gain permanent success over the 
Abyssinians. Menelik will never allow the 
least infringment on his independence, nor ever 
consent to an Italian protectorate. The people 
of Abyssinia are very sensitive on this subject, 
and whatever differences there may be among 


them on other matters, when their independence 
is at stake they are a unit and will stoutly stand 
by Menelik to support him through thick and 
thin. The Italians have obviously miscalculat- 
ed the character of the people in this respect. 
The most recent events in Abyssinia, the 
terrible defeat of the Italian troops, substanti- 
ates the correctness of Mr. Ilg’s views. The 
Ethiopians are not negroes. They belong to 
the Caucasian race. The fond tradition that 
their kings are lineal descendants of Solo- 
mon and the Queen of Sheba may be an idle 
dream, but ithas not been without vital influence 
on the national character. For more than 
fifteen hundred years they have been a professed 
Christian people. Christianity came to them 
by way of the Greeks of Alexandria about the 
middle of the fourth century, Frumentius, 
their first Bishop, received his ordination per- 
haps from the famous theologian Athanasius. 
There is no other distinct nationality in the 
world which has for so long a time maintained 
its Christian integrity. For centuries they have 
been an isolated people. Gibbon says of them, 
‘‘Encompassed by the enemies of their re- 
ligion, the Ethiopians slept for near a 
thousand years, forgetful of the world by 
whom they were forgotten.” The effect was, 
as in all other similar cases of extreme isolation, 
that custom and traditionalism petrified their en- 
tire stock of ideas. The spiritual vitality of their 
religion gradually vanished and utter formalism 
took its place. Early in the present century 
some English missionaries found their way into 
Abyssinia, among whom was Bishop Gobat. 
Through these and other men whom the Eng- 
lish, at the King’s special request, sent to teach 
them some of the practical arts, the King and 
the people learned something about the outside 
world and got hold of some new ideas. In re- 
cent years the Ethiopians have greatly deve- 
loped their natural resources and improved their 
military system. Their Church is nearest of 
kin to the Greek Church. During the past year 
the King, wishing to get his national church into 
some kind of recognized fellowship with the 
Greek Church, sent envoys to the Czar of 
Russia. This may in part account for the sym- 
pathy shown by Russia towards Abyssinia. 


BICYCLE RACB FROM OSAKA TO NARA. 


Tue Kobe Chronicle gives a very readable ac- 
count of the bicycle race from Osaka to Nara 
which took place on Easter Monday. The roads 
were At, it says, but there was a strong head 
wind against the competitors most of the way, 
notwithstanding which the times were very good, 
the winner, Mancini, beating the record. Seven 
men started, their handicaps and times being 
as under :-— 


Left Kiyo- Arrived. Time. 

bashi, Osaka. Nara. h.m. 

Hughes (20 MINS.) ...scersseeees g-08&m., 1.02pm. 3 $4 
Curtis (20 MInB.)........s00eceee 9.08 », = - 
Clarke (10 mins.) ...cosseccee--+ QoIB go —_ _ 
Summers (ro minB.) .....s000+08 9.18 ,, %3,40p.m. 3 22 

- Mancini (3 mins.) ..ccccressccees 995 » 2.33pm, 2 56 
“Tata (3 MIn.)... ceccsseseccessvees 9:25 a - _ 
Shepherd (scratch) .....sccceceees 9.28 4 %23,39p.m. 3 12 


Mancini thus proved the winner, his time of 
2h. 56m. breaking the best previous record, 
which ‘stood at 3h. 8m. for the course from 
Osaka to Nara. Shepherd was second, Sum- 
mers third, and Hughes fourth. Clarke punctur- 
ed his tyre when ten miles out from Osaka, and 
took jinrikisha to Ibaraki for Kobe. Curtis fol- 
lowed the riders to Nara at leisure, arriving at 
2.30 p.m. Tata did not finish. Mancini’s 
record shows very well indeed, as he wins the 
race without time allowance, and the time of 
2h. 56m. for a run of 44 miles over Japanese 
roads is an excellent performance. 


INCIDENTS OF TRAVBL. 

A CORRESPONDENT just arrived from the north, 
writes :—On the night of the 7th it blew a fright- 
ful gale in the Straits of Tsugaru, and the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s mail packet Sesyo 
Maru, which left Hakodate at 11 p.m. for 
Aomori, encountered the storm. She could 
make no headway against it, and after three hours’ 
hard fighting gave up the struggle and put back 
for Hakodate. In the morning, the passengers, 
expecting to find themselves in Aomori Bay, 
were not agreeabl y surprised to see themselves 
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back again in Hakodate. Yet another trial 
awaited the through passengers for Tokyo, who, 
coming on the next day from Hakodate by 
the same steamer, found, on arriving at Ao- 
mori, that the train had been derailed the 
night previous at Noheji station, about 50 miles 
from Aomori, by a land slip which threw the 
engine and tender off the line. The train was 
in motion at the time, and though the driver 
saw the embankment coming down, and tried 
to pull up, yet was unable to prevent the engine 
mounting the désris, which threw it off the 
line. The accident happened at 3 p.m., 
but fortunately no damage was done and no 
one hurt. The railway staff were quickly on 
the spot, and rendered every assistance to the 
passengers. Traffic was resumed after 23 
hours’ detention, and the train which should 
have arrived at Aomori at 4 p.m. on the 8th 
got there at 3 p.m. on the oth. Leaving at 
once, the train arrived at Uyeno 7 hours late. 
Mr. Chalmers, H.B.M.’s Consul at Hakodate, 
and bound for Kobe, vid Yokohama, was among 
the passengers. 


THE AMERICAN NAVY. 
A WasuHINGTON telegram, under date, March 
17, that appears in Vancouver papers, says :— 
The United States Naval appropriation bill for 
the next fiscal year will contain the most liberal 
allowance for the increase of the Navy carried 
by any bill since the war. Four battleships 
and fifteen torpedo boats was the decision of 
the committee on the question of new vessels, 
which had been the principal point of discussion 
in many meetings. The Democrats fought hard 
to-day to secure six battleships, but the Re- 
publicans stood well together and carried their 
point. The motion for six battleships was made 
by Mr. Cummings, of New York, and was lost 
by a vote of 6 to 7, but one Republican, Mr. 
Hanley, of Indiana, voting for it. The four 
battleships will be of 11,000 tons each, and the 
costis not to exceed $3,750,000 each, exclusive 
of armament, which is thought to be an ample 
provision, as other ships of the same class have 
been built in recent years well within that figure. 
Five of the torpedo boats are to have a speed of 
twenty-six knots, and to cost about $850,000 
each ; the other ten are to have a speed of 20 
knots, and their cost limit is $800,000 each. 
The new craft will be built by contract, and the 
Navy Department is left free to expend as much 
of the appropriations as it needs in the next 
fiscal year. The next largest provision for a new 
Navy was made in the Fifty-first Congress, 
when the appropriation carried three battleships. 


NEW INVESTMENTS, 
THE total new investments of capital during the 
month of March, according to information 
furnished by the “Oriental Economist,” is 
51,483,500 yen, of which railways represent 
17,020,000 yen, banks 20,140,000 yen, and 
other corporations the remaining 13,720,000 yen. 
These figures added to those of investments 
announced from January of last year to Febru- 
ary of this, make a grand total of 591,810,000 


yen i— 








‘an. 1895 to 

March, 1896. arch 1896. Total. 

Yen. Yen. Yen. 
RailwayS..........0 17,620,000 88,650,000 105,685,000 
HANKS ....ccceseeseeeee 20,140,000 305,5800290 325,720,290 
Other Companies... 13,723,500 146,988,000 160,411,500 
— eee 
Total ..... s+ $15483,500 540,918,290 591,816,790 


Divided by months, it appears that the average 
investment per month is about 40,000,000 yer, 
Astonishing as this may seem at first sight, the 
phenomenon need not create any feeling of sur- 
prise if it is remembered that such “ booms ” are 
common the world over, as witness the rush for 
African shares in Europe Jast year. What is 
to be noted in this connection is the change in 
the nature of investment. Railways were the 
favourite stock as soon as peace was declared. 
This was partly due to the fact that whereas 
numerous technical enterprises started about 
1889, such as sugar refining, iron-founding and 
so forth, experienced considerable disasters, rail- 
ways, from the nature of theenterprise, weathered 
every financial crisis without encountering any 
particular troubles. This induced a feeling of 
comparative security and, joined with theactivily 
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that set in after the declaration of peace, altract- 
ed capitalists from every province to invest. 
Since last fall the mania for railway investment 
has considerably weakened, giving place to bank- 
ing enterprises. The fact that banking facili- 
ties bear a close relation to the prosperity of 
mercantile and industrial enterprises has gra- 
dually taken a firm hold on the minds of busi- 
ness men, and the establishment of banking 
corporations on joint stock account constituted 
one of the most distinguishing features of the 
financial world towards the close of the year. 
Banking schemes having reached their climax, 
industrial and manufacturing projects are 
now the favourite form of investment. The fol- 
lowing table gives a list of companies that were 
either newly started or expanded last month, 
whose capital is over half a million yen :— 
Company, Ca io 

Tokushima-Iwane Railway Co., new ... 60,000 
Boseki (Suwo-Iwami) Railway Co., new 1,500,000 


Kazusa Railway Co., new... cereee 00,000 
Saikai (Shikoku) ...-...scseseseees esead esives » 7,500,000 
Sakuto (Eastern Mimasaku) Railway 

Co., EW. se ceeee ssdeiwatamescesweuans saevaaie . 7,600,000 
Tan-Ban Railway Co., new c.ccccccesesees 1,000,000 
Bujen Railway Co., new —v.ccccseees sedeues 600,000 
South Musashi Railway Co., new,........ 1,520,000 
Hiroshima Industrial Bank, new,..sccee 500,000 
Aichi Baik, ew ccccccssccccccccccccccccccceos 2,000,000 
Chiba Industrial Bank, new... ,cccccseeees 500,000 
Hokkaido Commercial Bank, new ...... 500,000 
Nippon Waretouse Bank (Hokkaido), 

EWE 0a ec ceed eat<easweesbhaduoacins siuuseawaens 500,000 
Nippon Commercial Bank (Kyoto), new 500,000 
Yamato Spinning Co. (Nara), new...... 500,000 
Unojima Hatbour Constinction Co. 

(Kyoto), new  ..ccccccosccccesceccvcvccseves 500,000 
Tosa Spinning Co., new.rsccccersccesecerees 500,000 
Nagoya [romeworks, 1€W secsecsesceeveneee 500,000 
Okayama Rup Co., 0ew  cciccsccsseeeees « 500,000 
Coasting Trade Co. (Hiroshima), new 500,000 
Nippow Floor Mats Co. (Kobe); new... 600,000 


Nippon Spinning Co. (Kobe), new.,.... 900,000 
Kabuki Co. (Osaka), iew....cecscscseeenes 500,000 
Rolling Stock Co. (Osaka), new ......66. 500,000 


Kyoto Money Accommodation Co., new 500,000 
Kohe Domestic and Foreign Trade 

CO NOW si rcccccaacswinies cacsekenasesss diseuex 1,000,000 
Osaka Gaseworks, NOW ciccccseccsereeseeees 500,000 
Bukkyo Life Insurance Co., new,.....00. 500,000 
Osaka Building Cor, new v..scccsssessosess 500,000 





WORKING HOURS IN OSAKA FACTORIES. 


Tue Osaka Sanitary Society has obtained some 
very useful information in regard to the hours 
of labour of Osaka artisans and factory girls. 
The Society’s researches have been carried on 
since the Fall of the year before last, and in- 
clude all the spinning factories in Osaka, where 
6,207 male and 16,785 female operatives are 
employed, as as well as the working hours of 
other mechanics. The hours of labour in the 
spinning mills is tabulated as follows :— 


Age Number Average number 
~ of operatives. of hours. 
Above 60 cescccces 50 cesvovveeeee ITH. 7. 
Above 20 seccccees 9 BES cixvecsoscys 1th. 15m. 
Above 5 ccocccees 5.743 sviecpae FAD 
Above 12 ... BEGTS vscccucedins ith. 
AbDOVE TO cecccesee 573 cacvevone vee ATH. tom, 
Below 10 vececseee UZL seceenceces . ith, 15m. 


Eleven hours of work for children of 10 years 
and under can not fail to seriously arrest their 
growth and impair their health. In match 
factories it was found that the average working 
hours of persons above 60 are roh. 40m., while 
persons below that age work 11h. 45m. The 
sanitary authorities are said tobe much exer- 
cised at this excessive duration of the working 
day, and especially at finding children sub- 
jected to such continous overwork. Em- 
ployers are bound to set a limit to the hours of 
labour, for, tempted by offers of extra wages, 
ignorant labourers will work on, paying no heed 
to the ultimate effects upon their health. In 
England the Government long since stepped in 
and regulated the length of the working day: 
it is high time that Japan did the same thing 
for its artizan classes. 





A QUARANTINE STORY. 
Tur Globe tells the following amusing yarn, but 
does not, we notice, vouch for its absolute truth- 
fulness :—The original annexation by the Bar- 
racouta of the islet of Trinidad, which we are 
now disputing over with Brazil, was rather a 
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curious ceremony. It was found impossible to 
land a boat, so the whole party swam to the shore 
carrying on their heads the Union Jack, flagstaff, 
sardine-tins for papers, kodak, and the other 
usual appurtenances of people about to take 
formal possession of new land. Naturally, the 
utmost amount of uniform worn by anybody 
upon this interesting occasion was a pair of 
bathing drawers, and it is believed that never 
before was the formal ceremony of annexation 
performed by a party so lightly and airily ac- 
coutred. Whatever harm the annexation may 
have done to Brazil, it was extremely useful to 
the Barracouta. She was proceeding from Rio, 
which was infected with yellow fever, to Monte 
Video, when she annexed the islet, and every- 
one expected she would have to undergo the 
usual ten days’ quarantine. Her astute captain, 
however, made one of the warrant officers Go- 
vernor of Trinidad, and the Ship’s Doctor 
Medical Officer of the Port. Their patents were 
as imposing as he could make them, and when 
this magnificent Governor and unimpeachable 
Medical Officer certified that Trinidad, which 
was, of course, the Barracousa's last place of 
call, was ‘“‘absolutely free from all infectious 
diseases whatever,” the Monte Video authorities 
had no choice except to admit her to ** pratique ” 
at once. 


HONOUR WHERE HONOUR IS DUE. 


Tue Committee of Lloyds’ have presented their 
medal for meritorious service to Captain James 
Pattie and Chief Engineer Rose, of the British 
steamer Sfrathnevts, which lost her propeller on 
October 20th last; and drifted about the Pacific 
in a most erratic way until December 18th, when 
she was taken in tow by the Miowera. The 
marine companies also, and Lloyds’, will pre- 
sent a testimonial, and more than £300, to the 
captain and officers. 


THE TOKYO LECTURE ASSOCIATION. 
Henry Hartsuorne, M.D., LL.D., of Phila- 
delphia, will deliver a lecture in the Union 
Church, Tsukiji, on Wednesday, April 15, at 
4 p.m. Subject :—‘' Christianity and Problem 
of Modern Thought.” Special topics: Agnos- 
licism ; Religion and Science; The Vicarious 
Sacrifice; The Future State ; Higher Criticism. 
Secretary’s report and election of officers. The 
general public are cordially invited to attend. 





THE LITERARY SOCIETY. 


Prorgssorn Cray McCautey's paper on his ex- 
periences in Libby Prison at the time of the 
great American War, secured a large atendance 
at the fortnightly meeting of the Yokohama 
Literary Society, at Van Schaick Hall last even- 
ing. The paper was written with all the grace of 
literary expression which Mr. McCauley always 
bestows upon his subjects, and the stirring in- 
cidents of his prison life were most entertain- 
ingly described. The musical portion of the 
programme was also greatly enjoyed. 





STRANDED SBALERS.- 

Turee Americans, says the Wich Nicht, drift- 
ed in a boat on to the shore of Ayazate-mura, 
Kisen-gun, Iwate Prefecture, on the 4th inst. 
They at once proceeded to the Iwate Kencho, 
and asked to be sentto Yokohama. The local 
authorities have asked the Foreign Department 
for advice on the matter. No particulars have 
yet been ascertained in regard to them, but it not 
is supposed that their ship has been wrecked in 
the vicinity. In all probability the men have 
been put on a passing sealing-schooner. 





MR. J, J. BE SOUZA IN BANGKOK. 


We are destined to hear a good deal more of 
the late Manager of the Japan-Siam Trading 
Corporation, in liquidation, says the Stam Free 
Press. It will be fresh in the minds of residents 
that Mr. de Souza was arrested for obtaining 
money under false pretences, and was locked 
up in the Portuguese Consular gaol pending 
inquiries in Japan, Hongkong, and London. 
He was reported ill in gaol, but of Jate appears 
to have been well and to have regularly received 
the visits of his Portuguese friends. Mr. An- 
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tonio was with him on Sunday afternoon, and 
de Souza was then apparently in ordinary spirits 
and took an interest in outside affairs, At 8 
o'clock last night (March 15) de Souza asked 
the gaoler to fetch him some beer, which re- 
quest the man hastened to comply with. He 
locked the door but appears to have forgotten 
the key. The next step is not very clear, but 
it seems a carriage drove up to the Portuguese 
Consulate, and the accused entered it and was 
driven away. The Portuguese Consular gaoler 
isan old servant, and it is considered impro- 
bable thathe has been bribed. De Souza had 
not been rearrested at date of latest advices. 
According to the Bangkok journal from which 
we quole, de Souza went to Bangkok two years 
ago in answer to an advertisement for a re- 
porter for the Siam Free Press. He had been 
engaged for a short time in the office of the 
Daily Telegraph, London, and in Singapore 
had been reporting for the S¢rasts Times. From 
both of these offices he had excellent testimo- 
nials, besides a number of very flattering letters 
from Hongkong residents, among which was 
one from Sir J. Pope Hennessey, the late Go- 
vernor, and another from the Chief Justice. He 
evidently did not ask the Board of Directors of 
Messrs. Deakin Bros., of Yokohama, for a testi- 
monial; he left them in too great a hurry. 





LI HUNG*CHANG AND HONGKONG, 


A TELEGRAM in the North China Daily News 
first apprised us that Li Hung-chang declined to 
land at Hongkong when passing through the Co- 
lony on the Zrnest Sémons. In reference to this 
the Shanghai journal remarked :—It might be 
thought that the refusal of Li H.E. Hung-chang 
to land in Hongkong is due to some feeling on 
his part against visiting an island which China 
was virtually forced to cede to Great Britain, or 
possibly to a desire on the part of the authorities 
of the nation in whose mail steamer he is travel- 
ling that the first foreign soil he puts his foot 
on should be the French colony of Saigon. We 
know that M. Gérard and Count Cassini did 
everything in their power to prevent his taking 
an English medical adviser, Dr. Irwin, with 
him, and endeavoured to pursuade him to take 
a French doctor; but Li’s confidence in Dr. 
Irwin was proof against all their advice. We 
believe, however, that it was understood before 
the Ernest Stmons left here that H.E. would 
not land in Hongkong. It was represented to 
him that the Ernest Simons would not be 
quarantined at Singapore if no Chinese were 
admitted on board her at Hongkong, and it 
was arranged that the steamer should be moored 
during her stay at Hongkong at some distance 
from the town. H.E. readily consented to this, 
by which means he would not only avoid the 
onerous duty of an official reception, but also 
the visits of the innumerable native officials 
in Kuangtung who would naturally want to pay 
their respects to him. We believe it will be 
found that it was mainly this consideration, 
whose force is easily understood when we re- 
member His Excellency’s age and infirmities, 
that induced him to fall in so readily with the 
suggestion made to him that he should remain 
quietly on the steamer during her enforced stay 
in the waters of the colony. 


It had been intended in Hongkong, accord- 
ing to the local papers, that should Li Hung- 
chang land and call at Government House, he 
would be entertained at tiffin at the Mount 
Austin Hotel, and then be present at a review of 
the naval and military forces in Happy Valley. 
There was some doubt as to the fulfilment of 
the programme, however, and the arrangements 
made by the authorities were only of a tentative 
character. The troops were duly notified and 
paraded, guards of honour were set apart, 
and Capt. Sterling, H.E: Sir William Robin- 
son’s aide-de-camp, went on board the Lrnes/ 
Simons upon her arrival to ascertain if H.E. 
Li Hung-chang intended to land. Only then 
was it learned that the aged statesman was 
afraid to incur the fatigue of the proposed pro- 
gramine on shore. The troops were thereupon 
marched back to their Barracks, and the guards 
of honour were withdrawn. Later in the day, 


Admiral Buller, who is acquainted with Li 
Hung-chang, paid a visit to him on board the 
French mail steamer, and H.M.S. Zmmortalite, 
the nearest British cruiser, fired a salute in Li 
Hung-chang’s honour. The visit was returned 
in the course of the atternoon, Li Hung-chang 
going on board the Alacrity, Another salute 
was fired when the Envoy returned to the mail 
steamer. 





THE BRITISH FLEKT ON THE CHINA STATION. 

During the next few weeks, says the China 
Mail, considerable changes will take place in 
the disposal of the British Naval ships on this 
station. The Narcissus will leave Hongkong 
for Chemulpo to relieve the Porpotse about the 
7th of April. She is now taking in stores and 
provisions, The Jmmortalité leaves about the 
end of next week for coast ports en route to 
Japan. She is taking in provisions to-day and 
will coal to-morrow (Wednesday, April Ist). 
The Admiral's despatch boat Alacrify leaves 
with Admiral Buller and his staff next week for 
the north. The Archer is expected from Can- 
ton to-night or to-morrow morning, and will 
most likely go into dock. She is relieved at 
Canton by the Pigmy. The storeship Humber 
sails for the north about 7th April with stores 
for various ships. The guardship Wivern will 
be brought over to the Hongkong side to-mor- 
row, and will shortly be commissioned for 
temporary service. The troopship Zamar will 
shortly be taken in hand by the Dockyard staff 
to be fitted up to replace the old Victor Ema- 
nuel as receiving ship. The Rainbow, at pre- 
sent in the north, is expected to arrive in Hong- 
kong soon. Instructions were received at 
Devonport on February 21st that the Algerine 
and the Phenix, sloops, are to be provided 
with stores and fittings for service on the China 
Station. It is believed that they will take the 
place of the obsolete gunboats Zs&, Lieutenant- 
Commander H. P. Barton, and 7weed, Lieute- 
nant-Commander G. A.C. Ward, which are 
principally employed for river service in the 
vicinity of Hongkong. 








H.M.S. “ GLADIATOR.” 

THe Gladiator, recently laid down on No. 5 
building slip at Portsmouth Dockyard, is to be 
the first British fighting ship fitted with appara- 
tus for burning liquid fuel. It is to be carried 
in tanks, but, as has before been said, the 
advantages of burning oil must be overwhelm- 
ing before we give up our South Wales coal for 
fuel that will have to be obtained, not without 
risk, from the Black Sea or America. The 
Gladiator is to have larger coal capacity than 
the Eclipse class, and is to have her bow spe- 
cially strengthened for ramming purposes. If 
the Langkat and other Sumatra oil fields de- 
velope as largely as anticipated, Singapore may 
provide, in another capacity than that of a coal- 
ing station, fuel for a new type of vessels in Her 
Majesty's Navy.— Free Press. 





ADVERTISING IN BXCELSIS. 
Tuerg has been a circus clash at Madras, says 
the Singapore Free Press, Harmston’s and 
Willison’s being there together, and great has 
been the rivalry in advertising ingenuity. ‘‘ Col. 
Hicks,” advertising the Harmston affair, in one 
sheet announced that “ the cyclone approaches,” 
and adds that ‘‘ Unborn Millions in dim and 
distant future ages will recall with as much 
pleasure as we do to-day the most Illustrious 
Amusement Enterprise the world has ever séen,” 
to which Mr. Bert Willison replies in the ad- 
joining column ; ‘“‘ Grasp the solid substance of 
to-day ; avoid the misty shadows of the future ; 
the great show is with you and performs to- 
night.” Probably India has never witnessed a 
greater advertising struggle | 
STORM IN YOKOHAMA. 

A VERY severe storm of wind and rain, from the 
south-west, prevailed in Yokohama on Tues- 
day night, its greatest violence culminating 
between 10 and 12 o'clock. Wirth’s Circus 
tent succumbed to the fury of the elements 
about 10.30 p.m., but fortunately sustained 
litle serious damage. Five or six cherry 
trees were blown down in the Public Gar- 
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dens, and on the Bluff fences and garden 
trees suffered to some extent. The glory of the 
peach trees, camelias, and magnolias, now in 
full bloom in many gardens, has been consi- 
derably diminished, many presenting a sorry 
sight this morning. No damage is reported 
to the shipping in the harbour, and in the Settle- 
ment the only accident was the snapping of an 
electric light wire in front of No. 193. 


SPEED ON RAILWAYS. 


To sceptics—and there are some in our midst 
—on the subject of railway speed, we com- 
mend the following :— , 


Mr. Rous-Marten, the well known railway expert, in a 
further review uf the Race to Aberdeen last summer, 
states that cn several occasions on both East and West 
coast routes he timed a mile in 42 seconds, i.¢., the velo- 
city was 85.7 miles per hour, and he quotes this as the 
maximum speed over a distance of 1,760 yards under good 
conditions of level permanent-way and weight of train 
(between 150 and 200 tons) Mr. Rous-Marten is ex- 
tremely sceptical over the maxima given by American 
railway officials; the latter maintain that their engines 
have developed speeds of 102 and 112 wiles per hour. 

A late report of the Brooks Locamotive company 
goes far beyond Mr. Rous-Marten’s modest claim, In a/ 
run from Chicago to Buffalo, on the Lake shore Railway, 
which teok place on October 2gth, 1895, this firm claims 
that one of their engines (No. 564), attained a speed of 
97.2 miles per hour: this was only a momentary maximum, 
but their scheduled analysis states that — 


1 mile was made at the rate of 92.3 miles per hour. 


8 do do lo 85.4 do 
43 do do do 80.6 do 
86 do do do 72.9 do 

18: do do do 69 7 do 
570 do do do 65.03 do 


The train weighed 136 tons, exclusive of the engine and 
tender. Such phenomenal running as this transcends 
even that of the New Yor Central Champion, No. 999. 
It is of course the outcome of the British racing of last 
summer, and wonderful as it is, will doubtless soon be 
beaten. 


STREET LIGHTING REPORT. 


Tue following statement of receipts and ex- 
penditures for the past year is published by 
the Gas Committee for the information of 
Subscribers :— 














RacEiPTs, : 
Subscriptions from March, 1895 to February, 1896...... $ 3,6st.27 
Interest on Bank deposit, $750 .rc...sesssscsecosscvssencreesens 37.50 
688. 
Balance from last year sc..csscsecsesceessscee ss rigbneOsosinccavenee . 3086.24 
$ 4,775.40 
EXPenDITURK, 
Payments for Gas 12 months per 139 lamps 
at $agg Each 0... 01. ..ccsccoseesee-sseceserveones $ 2,993.76 
Secretary’s Salary @ $30 per month ......... 300 co 
SCACON OLY: 50> deiccncs seccassascessecéeeseesseesevcodccoes 24.00 
= $ 3,377.76 
Balance on hand .......cc.ccsec csssscuccaccsececeseceeces $ 1,397.64 
(Signed) A. Dumauin, Hon. Treasurer. 


Yokohama, March 4th, 1896. 


Amount collected for the year ending February, 3895. § 3,557.10 





Amount collected for tlie year ending February, 1896. 3,651.27 
IMCTEASE .....ssesceevereeesee ee Jaeeivevedseosavecians wuessovs Wenevasacecae $ 94.27 
Expenditure for the year ending Febrnary, 1895......... $ 3,377.76 
Expenditure for the year ending February, 1896......... 55377-96 





The Committee :-—A, O. Gay (Chairman), A. Dumelin (Hon. 
Treasurer), J. H. Brooke, W. B. Walter, Henry Baehr, R. A. 
Mees (Secretary), 

Yokohama, April end, 1896. 


H.M.S. ‘ CENTURION.” 

THERE was considerable speculation locally, 
says the China Mail, regarding the movement 
—or, to be more precise, the immobility—of 
H.M.S. Cent/urion. Admiral Buller’s flagship 
has been in port now for some time, her new 
bilge keels have arrived from England, and it 
was expected she would have been in dock at 
Kowloon by this time having the new keels 
fixed in position. Delay has followed delay, 
however, and the flagship remains at her moor- 
ings. Can it be that the delay is in consequence 
of European political complications, or has it 
any political signification at all? Thus far, the 
signs of the times, and the speculations thereon, 
up to to-day (March 24th), when we learn the 
flagship goes into dock to-morrow! Now peace 
is assumed to be secured for several weeks to 
come. 


PROFESSOR WHITNBY AT THE PUBLIC HALL. 
A mere handful of persons, not reaching fifty in 
all, gathered at the Public Hall on Wednesday 
evening on the occasion of Prof. C. J. Whitney’s 
humourous recital, from which it would appear 
that Yokohama does not greatly care for this 
form of entertainment. The pieces mentioned 
in our notice of yesterday were all ably given 
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by Professor Whitney, the first, ‘The Debatin’ 
Society” being his best performance. Messrs. 
Griffin, Poole, Whitefield and Bunge contributed 
some instrumental music: Messrs. Loureiro 
and Schweyer mandolin and guitar selections 
and melodies ; Mr. Lewis and Mrs. Whitefield 
sang Balfe’s ‘‘ Excelsior,” and the former also 
gave ‘‘ My Queen,” and as an encore, ‘‘ The 
Minstrel Boy.” 


THE HOLIDAYS: 
Batmy spring weather has prevailed all during 
the holidays, and many residents took the op- 
portunity of making extended excursions into 
the country. Miyanoshita, Atami, and Nikko 
were full of visitors. On Saturday a large 
muster of the Reliance Wheelmen—who by the 
way are shortly opening a country-club and 
bathing-house at Honmoku—rode out to Tono- 
sawa, staying there overnight. Notwithstanding 
the exodus from Yokohama, the services at the 
Churches on Easter Day were more largely at- 
tended than usual. Christ Church was very 
prettily decorated with Lent lillies and cheery- 
blossoms. 


AN IMPERIAL DRPUTATION, 

Prince Kujo, Chief Ritualist; Mr. Iwakura 
Tomotsuna, a Ritualist ; Viscount Higashizono, 
a Chamberlain, and Prince Iwakura Tomosada, 
Chief of the Peerage Bureau, have been dis- 
patched respectively to the Shrines at Ise, the 
sepulchres of the Emperor oe and of the 
Emperor Komei, and of H.I.H. Prince Arisu- 
gawa, to perform a ceremony in connection with 
the closing of the Imperial Military Head- 
quarters. 


MESSRS. KELLY AND WALSH’S NEW PREMISES. 
Messrs. Kerry & WatsH opened their new 
premises at No. 60, Main Street, Yokohama, 
on Easter Monday. This handsome building, 
which stands atthe corner of Mayebashi-cho 
and Main Street is distinctly an ornament to the 
Settlement. It comprises a spacious store, 
printing office, godowns, and other offices, with 
two storeys above. Red brick with white stone 
facings has been used throughout the building. 


THE COMING BCLIPSE OF THE SUN. 
Mr. Curistig, the Astronomer Royal, Colonel 
Abney, C.B. and Mr. H. H. Tarner, Professor 
of Astronomy at Oxford, leave London for 
Japan in July to observe the eclipse of the sun. 
On arrival there they will proceed to Kushiro 
(the sulphur export port), in Yezo, which site 
has been selected for them by Professor John 
Milne as being most suitable for the purpose. 


“DRINK BOYS, DRINK.” 

AT the Tientsin Banquet to Li Hung-chang, 
covers were laid for 121 persons. They con- 
sumed 189 bottles of wine, of which 126 were 
champague. Each man, therefore, drank more 
than 14 bottles. Dilution was not the order of 
the day: only 48 bottles of Apollinaris were 
needed. The: liquor alone cost $635, or over 
$5.25 per head. Civilization is a fine thing. 


QUARANTINE. 


By reference to our advertising columns it will 
be seen that the Japanese Government have 
put into force the quarantine regulations in re- 
gard to all ships coming from Hongkong or 
ports on the China coast, in consequence of 
the outbreak of pest. The quarantine disin- 
fecting stations are the same as those set apart 
last year. 


THE “ISLY.” 

Aut doubts about the safety of the /s/y are now 
dispelled, the vessel being telegraphed as hav- 
ing arrived at Nagasaki. It is plain, however, 
from the fact that our correspondent wires the 
information, that rumours of her being missing 
have been current in Nagasaki as well as in this 
port and other places. 


SIR NICHOLAS O'CONOR. 
THE Queen has been pleased to approve the 
appointment of Sir Nicholas O’Conor, C.B., 
C.M.G., to be a Member of Her Majesty’s Most 
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Honourable Privy Council, and to be a Knight 
Grand Cross of the Order of St. Michael and 
St. George. These distinctions are in recogni- 
tion of his services while British Minister at 
Pekin during the troublous period of the Chino- 
Japanese War and the massacre of English 
missionaries in China. Sir Nicholas, as is well 
known, was lately promoted to the important 
position of Ambassador at St. Petersburg. 





EASTER SUNDAY AT UNION CHURCH. 
A LARGE congregation attended the Union 
Church on Sunday morning, when was well ren- 
dered one of the finest Choral Services ever given 
in Yokohama. In the Anthem, “ Christ has 
risen,” Miss Sale very ably sang the solo, and was 
supported by a mixed choir of 20 voices. Mr. 
Whitefield presided at the organ, and the pastor, 
Rev. Dr. Meacham, preached a se:mon well be- 
fitting the occasion. 


THE SINGULAR CASE OF FRAUD. 


TupGe TAKAHASHI, of the Yokohama Chiho 
Saibansho, on Saturday morning, found Alex- 
andros Spiros, a Greek, guilty of fraudulently 
obtaining 270 yen from a Russian marine of 
the Koreess, and sentenced him to six months’ 
major confinement, inflicted a fine of 10 yen, 
with police supervision for six months. The 
Greek will appeal. 








ADDING TO THE P. AND O. FLEBT. 

Tue Directors of the P. & O. Co. have con- 
tracted with Messrs. Caird & Co., of Greenock, 
and Palmer’s Shipbuilding Co., Jarrow, for two 
new twin-screw steamers with a measurement 
capacity of about 9,000 tons each. These 
vessels will probably be employed in the Aus- 
tralian trade, and will carry no passengers. 


BUROPBAN CHILD SUCCUMBS TO PLAGUR. 
Tue China Mail of April rst says :—Yesterday 
two European children, of the family of Mr. 
Gidley, warder of Victoria Gaol, developed 
symptoms of the plague. One of the children 
died this morning. The family resided in 
Queen’s Road East, and it is thought the dis- 
ease has been contracted from some of the Chi- 
nese children in the neighbourhood. 


THE. ‘SAUCY SAIKYO.” 


Tue Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s steamer Saihyo 
Maru, having been thoroughly overhauled 
and renovated after her service with the Navy 
Department, will again take her place on the 
Company’s Shanghai line, sailing hence at noon 
next Tuesday, the rath, for Shanghai vid ports. 


THK “ LUTIN.” 
Tue French gunboat Zutin damaged her shaft 
as she was picking up her moorings on arrival 
at Hongkong recently. The damage was re- 
paired during her stay in harbour. The Zusin 
is to be replaced on the China Station by the 
new gunboat Surprise, a larger vessel. 


MR. KOMURA JUTARO. 
Tue Nicht Nichi Shimbun says that Mr. J. 
Komura, Japanese Minister Resident in Korea, 
has been promoted to the rank of Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary. 


CAPITAL INVESV1ED IN NEW 
ENTEKPRISES. 


page ator 

According to a vernacular contemporary, the 
capital nominally invested in new enterprises in 
Japan during the 15 months ending March 





31st, was as follows :— 
Yen. 
Railways (private) ......ccccceseeees 105,685,000 
Banks Poe rer rn rsa rncessreeereeeeevessecens 325,720,290 
Various Companies,....ccccccescsees 160,411,500 
TOUAl sistas aA ete iidenceiestane 591,816,790 


It is added that, at the commencement of the 
period under review, railways were the most 
favourite form of enterprise, but from last 
autumn investors turned to banks, commercial 
and industrial banking institutions being pro- 
jected in various localities. Most of the pro- 
mising railway routes have already been taken 
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up, and the tendency now seems to be towards 
manufacturing and industrial enterprises, as 
cotton spinning, factories for building railway 
rolling stock, woollen-fabric mills, docks, and 
so forth. 


a nT Se 


PHYSICA! EDUCATION IN FAPAN. 
-—- > 

Dr. Mishima Michiyoshi, of the Department 
of Education, delivered, a few days ago, an in- 
teresting lecture on the necessity of physical 
education in this country, before the Japan 
Physical Education Society. He dwelt atlength 
on the urgent necessity for physical culture in 
Japan side by side with the expansion of her 
armaments, and stated with regret that just as 
the military surgeons complained of physical 
deformity among recruits to an extent of 8 
and 9 out of every 10, so he found that the 
majority of students and pupils he medically 
examined were either sickly or physically de- 
formed. The speaker next alluded to the uni- 
versal cultivation of athletics in Europe and 
America, and to the great importance this has 
in the development of Western boys and 
girls. Comparing the constitution of German 
boys and girls between the ages of 6 and 14 
with Japanese boys and girls of the same ages, 
he discovered that in stature the Japanese boy 
is on an average, shorter by 1.9 sun (sun vs of 
a shaku: shaku 11.9 inches), while his sister is 
1.8 sun shorter than a German girl. As to 
weiglit, the German boy excels the Japanese by 
534 momme (momme 58 grains Troy), and the 
German girl by 587 momme. It is evident that 
these relative differences must increase with 
growth. The European again is not considered 
to have reached his fullest vigour until the period 
that intervenes between 35 and 45, but the 
Japanese, being a precocious race, attains his 
fullest development at 30, at which age growth 
is arrested and retrogression commences. The 
adult male in the West measures on an average 
5.54 shaku, the Japanese of corresponding age 
only 5.25 shaku,a difference of 2% shaku. The 
European adult female measures 5:21 against 
4.84 of the Japanese; in other words, there is 
a difference of 33, shaku in the relative stature 
of the two. It is generally observed that the 
European female and the Japanese male do not 
differ much in stature; but whereas the adult 
European male weighs 17.3 Awamme (kwamme, 
8tibs. av.) the Japanese weighs only 15 kwamme. 
There is a difference of 2.6 kwamme in weight 
between European women and their sisters in 
Japan, the former weighing 15.6 Awamme and 
the latter 13 Awamme. The comparative mea- 
surement and weight of the two races as applied 
to military classification are in accord with the 
foregoing facts. The English and German sol- 
diers measure 5.58 shaku, the Russian 5.57, and 
the French 5.55. The average of the Japanese 
soldier for the last 10 years is 5.42 shaku, 
which, as compared to the English and German, 
is less by 1.6 sun, and 1.3 sun less when com- 
pared with the French average. 

The difference between Japanese and Chi- 
ese in respect to physical constitution is also 
striking. Acertain medical expert examined 
during the late War some 400 males and females 
at Shinking. The lecturer selected the result of 
examinations of Chinese males between the ages 
of 35 to 45, and discovered that they average in 
stature 5.58 skaku, which is higher than the 
average stature of Japanese soldiers by 1.6 sun. 
In China, again, the average stature is above 5.3 
shaku and men above 5.6 skaku are extremely 
numerous, but men of such height are exceed- 
ingly rare in Japan, where the average is under 
5.3 shaku. In Japan the ratio of persons above 
5.6 shaku is only .98 per cent., while in China 
the ratio is as much as 17.81 per cent. The 
question that the Japanese nation has to 
consider is the effect that athletic exercise, as 
understood in the West, will have upon the race. 
The lecturer thinks that as the average stature 
of soldiers during the period of 10 years has in- 
creased to 5.42 shaku, the people possess an 
inherent capacity to increase in height, and that 
the sooner physical culture is raised to the posi- 
tion it holds in the West, the better will it be 
for Japan. 
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POLIZTICAL TOPICS. 
_————_@—____ 

The entry of Viscount Takashima into the 
Cabinet, as Minister of the new Department of 
State for Colonial Affairs, seems to have been 
attended by considerable difficulty, the Viscount 
being very reluctant to accept the portfolio. 
Marquises Saigo and Oyama and Count Kaba- 
yamu more than once pressed their distinguish- 


ed friend to give his consent, but without ob- 
taining any definite reply. In the meanwhile, 
the date for issuing an Imperial Ordinance 
embodying the Organization of the new De- 
partment could no longer be deferred, and on 
the latest day of March, the two Marquises paid 
a special visit to the Viscount to urge him to 
consent, Next day Marquis Saigo called on 
the Viscount, conveying the Emperor's wish 
that he should enter the Cabinet, and Field- 
Marshal Count Nozu, a relative of the Vis- 
count’s, also brought his influence to bear 
in the same sense. All this persuasion bare- 
ly effected its purpose, we are told by 
the vernacular press. Two vacant posts, those 
of Chief of the Northern (Hokkaido) and 
Southern (Formosa) Bureau in the Department, 
have yet io be filled. It is believed that Mr. 
Tokito, Governor of Aichi, will be installed in 
the former, and that either Mr. Furucho or Mr. 
Maki, both of whom are now Governors in the 
southern island, will be appointed to the latter. 

With respect to Count Itagaki’s entry into 
the Cabinet, the Liberal Organ, the TZodyo 
Shimbun, says that, in order to settle the ques- 
tion, one more Cabinet Council must be held, 
and that information as to the steps that brought 
about the affair will be given on the 17th inst. 
Does this mean that the Count’s entry may be 
expected immediately ? 


After having been repeatedly told with as- 
surance by the vernacular press that Admiral 
Count Kabayama would resign the post of 
Governor-General of Formosa as soon as he 
reached home, we are now informed, by the 
journals that he will continue in that office for 
the present, returning to his post about the mid- 
dle of the month. 


The Nationalists are gradually recovering 
their old position and influence. As we noted 
in these columns on the occasion, two seceders 
from the Liberal Party were affiliated into the 
camp of the Unionists a short time ago ; and now 
they have three more new members, two of whom 
were Independents, and the other a member of 
the Ote Club. Altogether, then, the strength 
of the Unionists within the House will be greater 
than it was before the trouble that cost it two 
or three secessions. 


The robber who forced anentry intothe Kure 
branch of the Mitsui Bank the other day and 
stole yen 20,400, was arrested at Matsuyama, 
Iyo Province, on the 1st inst. He is named 
Sugiura Junichiro. 





COUNT MUTSU,. 
—_—____——————— 

Count Mutsu returned to Tokyo on the after- 
noon of the 4th instant, and has resumed his 
post at the Foreign Office. The Michi Nicht 
Shimbun represents His Excellency as stating 
that, if he saw any real prospect of recovering 
his health by abstaining from work, or if it were 
certain, as predicted by some, that the sea air 
would benefit him greatly, he should not hesitate 
to rest, and make a voyage to Hawaii, or some 
other suitable place. But as he himself has 
litle hope that any permanent improvement 
could be effected in that way, his intention is to 
continue discharging his duties until he finds 
himself absolutely incapacitated. He is un- 
doubtedly stronger than he was, but whether 
his physique is sufficiently recruited to support 
the fatigue of really hard work, remains an 
open question. It is probable, however, that to 
aman so completely engrossed by anxiety on 
behalf of public interests, a sentence of idleness 
would prove almost intolerable, and certainly 
the country could ill afford to dispense with 
Count Mutsu’s services at the present juncture. 
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RAIL WAFS. 
—_—_—_-_>--—___—_-—- 

The result of the Railway Council's recent 
deliberations was made known on the 4th inst. 
The Council recommends that permanent char- 
ters be granted for the construction of the 
following lines :-— 

The Joka Railway—From Kitsu to Shijo. 


The Bantan Railway—From Ikuno to Wada- 
yama. 


The Koya Railway—From Sakai to Hashimoto 
in Wakayama Prefecture. 


The Council decided further that temporary 
charters should be granted to the following :— 
The Yagan Railway—From Imaichi to Waka- 
yama. 
The Keiki Railway—From Himeji to Kameoka 
vid Sasayama. 
The Taisha Railway—Friom Shimokitsuki to 
Youeko vid Matsuye. 


The Ryosan Railway—From Hiroshima to 
Matsuye. 

The Shikoku Railway—From Matsuyama to 
Tadotsu. 

The Tango Railway—Fiom Miyatsu to Shima- 
zaki. 


The Shunko Railway—Fiom Iwaoka to Kofu. 

The Toyokawa Railway—Change from Shitachi- 
machi to Hanada (in the original project). 

The Joyetsts Railway—From Mayebashi 
Nagaoka in Niigata Prefecture. 

The Chikngo Railway—From Kuroki to Okawa. 

The Tsukushi Coal Railway—From Kiyase to 
to Kurosaki. 

The Fuvakoshi Railway—From Funakoshi to 
lizuka, 

The Hamazaki Railway—From Hamazaki in 
Sopa Prefecture to Imari. 

The Bushu Railway—From Nara to Shimo- 
yamada. 

The Kanabe Railway—From Kokura to Ku- 
mada, 

The Chikuho Railway—From Kanada to Ita; 
from Kanada to Itoda; and fiom Shimo- 
yamada to Kamiyamada. 

Among the above, the Taisha and Ryosan lines 
are to be united under the same charter. 

Six other lines were submitted for the ap- 
proval of the Council, but failed to obtain 
charters. They were:—the Kaharu Railway, 
from Kanada in Fukuokato Kaharu oid Hoshii ; 
the Hichiku Railway, from Yamamoto-tsuki to 
Imari, and from Hamazaki to Hakata; the 
Izumo Railway, from Shimokitsuki to Yoneko 
vid Matsuye; the Yokohama Railway, from 
Yokohama in Fukuoka to Dazai-fu; the Ryomo 
Railway, from Mayebashi to Shibukawa; and 
the Chikubo Railway, from Kinsen-mura to 
Kaharu. 


It is understood that the Railway Council 
will not assemble again for some time. In 
order, therefore, to complete the list of private 
lines to be finally surveyed with a view to their 
immediate construction, we add here the list of 
roads recommended by the Council on the 30th 
ultimo for temporary charters :— 

The Kiri: Railway—From Hiratsuka to Kiri- 

hara, 

The Bustu Railway—From Hachiwoji, to Taka- 

saki with a branch from Tino to Kawagoye. 

The Tobu Railway—From Kumagaya to Omi- 


to 


ago. 

The Buso-Chuo Railway—From Sendagaya (in 
Tokyo) to Odawara. 

The Mabu Railway—Fiom Kumagaya in Ashi- 
kaga Prefecture to Tomizaki-cho in the Koi- 
shikawa district of Tokyo. 

The Tobu Railway—Fiom Senju to Ashikaga, 

The Funagura (or Senso) Railway—From Funa- 
bashi to Sakura, 

The Joso Railway-—From Torite to Utsunomiya, 
and from Iwase to Hoso, 

Simultaneously with the above decision, twenty- 
five other lines were rejected; namely, the 
Kwanto, the Kanto, the Ryomo (extension), the 
Kawagoye (extension), the Chubu, the Bugo, 
the Saitama, the Senju, the Nippon (two exten- 
sions), the Kumagaya, the Kitasaitama, the 
Kawamata, the Buso, the Yokohama, the 
Nambu, the Joso (two roads), the Hokuso, the 
Budo, the Narita (extension), the Koto, the 
Sakura, the Tamagawa, and Keihin (electric). 





THE LAIEST ISSUE OF THE 


WAR LOAN. 
—___@—____—. 

The Treasury’s offer of ten millions worth of 
War Bonds, constituting the third issue, pro- 
duced subscriptions amounting to only 1,600,000 
yen. Thatresult was pretty generally predicted. 
When the issue was announced, we explained, 
as our readers may remember, that inasmuch 
as the war bonds already issued were quoted 
at par, with three months interest due on them, 
it was not to be expected that the new bonds 
would sell, from the outset, at their full face 
value, which was the minimum figure fixed by 
the Government. In point of fact, the old 
bonds being procurable at 98 immediately after 
payment of the half-yearly interest, it follows 
that to purchase the new at 100 would be throw- 
ing away 2 percent. That subscribers were 
found to buy 1,600,000 yes worth on such 
terms is regarded, by the Fist Shimpo, as a 
proof that ignorant provincials alone came for- 
ward. In short, the Treasury chose its time 
badly, but whether official financiers were led 
astray by the brilliant success of their previous 
operations, or whether their programme neces- 
sitated the steps, remains an unanswered ques- 
tion, Itis stated that the Treasury, under the 
circumstances, has decided to become itself 
the purchaser of five millions worth of the Bonds, 
and that the Bank of Japan takes the remain- 
ing 3,400,000 yen’ worth. That means that 
the Bank of Japan incurs a loss 68,000 yen. 
The Fiji Shimpo naturally asks why such a 
burden should be imposed on the Bank, and 
reverts to its old contention that the relations 
between the Bank and the Treasury ought to be 
placed on a purely business footing, and ought 
not to be influenced by sentimental consider- 
ation, as seems to be the case at present. 


THE LIBERALS. 
> 

It is pretty plain that upon Count Itagaki’s 
admission to, or exclusion from, the Cabinet 
depends the Liberal Party’s continued support 
of, or separation from, the Government. The 
Nicht Nichi Shimbun admits as much, and adds 
that it finds the attitude of the Liberals quite na- 
tural: they have been instramental in passing 
many measures of immense national importance, 
and in view of the grave responsibility thus in- 
curred, their desire to have a voice in the direc- 
tion of those measures can not be called in the 
slightest degree unreasonable. It will not suffice, 
apparently, that Count Itagaki should receive — 
any fortfolio whatever: that of Home Affairs is 
whathis Party expect for him. It seems to be 
understood, at (he same time, that although the 
great majority of the Cabinet Ministers are in 
favour of admitting Count Itagaki, one, at, any 
rate, is strongly opposed to such a step, and 
whether his opposition can be overcome without 
a rupture is not yet certain, Meanwhile, the 
Liberal members of the Diet, who have remained 
in the capital in order to see this question solved, 
are said to be growing impatient at the delay. 

The Fist Shimpo, referring to the attitude 
of the Liberals, alleges that they also ask 
to have some of their leading members ap- 
pointed to local governorships, and that, in 
all probability, the first evidence of the Govern- 
ment’s consent will be furnished by the case of 
Mr. Nomura, Governor of Tottori Prefecture, 
who is to be removed to another post, his place 
being given to Mr. Misaki Kamenosake. Our 
contemporary predicts that other examples will 
follow by degrees. 








THE TREATY BETWEEN GERMANY 
AND FAPAN. 


SaaS ore 

The Fiji Shimpo learns that a Berlin tele- 
gram, dispatched by Viscount Aoki, Japanese 
Minister to Germany, on the 4th inst., and re- 
ceived by the Tokyo Government, states that 
the revised Treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
between Germany and Japan was signed by the 
commissioners of the two Powers on the day 
of the dispatch of the telegram. 
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THE LIBERALS AND THE GOVERN. 


MENT. 
—_———_o—__—_ 

The question of the Liberal leader's admmis- 
sion to the Cabinet is evidently a subject of 
discussion in official circles. The Michi Nichi’s 
tone suggests that something like a political 
crisis may possibly grow out of the problem. 
With the exception of the Liberals, all the pro- 
vincial members of the House of Representa- 
tives are said to have left Tokyo, and the con- 
tinued presence of the Liberals suggests that 
they foresee the contingency of being obliged 
to confer about some important step. Their 
idea is that, having assisted the Government to 
secure the Diet’s approval of various measures 
expedient in the sequel of the war, they ought 
now to have a voice in the carrying out of 
those measures. That could be accomplished 
only by the admission of Count Itagaki, or some 
other Liberal leader, into the Cabinet, and it 
does not appear that the statesmen now in power 
are unanimous in their approval of such a step. 
The Michs Néché hints that the matter may 
perhaps involve a split between the Liberals and 
the Government. If so, it would probably in- 
volve, at the same time, a disruption of the 
Cabinet, for assuredly all the Ministers in power 
are not opposed to administrative association 
with a Party between which and themselves 
such close legislative union existed during the 
last session of the Diet. 

The hesitation shown by the Government in 
admitting Count Itagaki to the Cabinet elicits 
a very plain-spoken and pertinent article from 
the F174 Shigpo. Noting the general belief 
that the porfolio of Home Affairs would be at 
once given to the Liberal leader had not oppo- 
sition to such a step been developed among the 
members of the Cabinet, and that, in couse- 
quence of the delay, a rupture is about to take 
place, or has actually taken place, between the 
Government and the Liberals, our contem- 
porary declares itself greatly surprised at the 
situation. ‘‘To us,” the $4é says, ‘it is a 
matter of indifference what form the relation 
between the Government and the Liberals 
finally assumes. If the Government finds it- 
self embarrassed in dealing with the situation, 
it has only itself to thank for bringing it 
about. Outsiders need not trouble themselves 
about that. But from the point of view of 
political progress and of the growth of the peo- 
ple’s share in the government of the country, a 
word must be said. Without discussing the 
relative merits of party cabinets or independent 
Cabinets, we may safely assert that if adinini- 
stralive affairs are to be carried on tranquilly 
under a parliamentary system, the assistance of 
a political party must be invoked by the Go- 
vernment as a matter of imperative necessity. 
That the leader of a party occupying such a 
position should be admitted to the Cabinet and 
should exercise some supervision over affairs of 
State, follows as an inevitable consequence. 
Having made arrangements to secure the cd- 
operation of the Liberals, which in itself was a 
perfectly natural step, the bestowal of a portfolio 
on the Liberal leader becomes equally natural. 
If the Cabinet Ministers consented, at the out- 
set, to make use of the Liberals, it is quite 
unreasonable that they should now object to 
rewarding their allies. The Government can 
not have expected to oblain the services of the 
F iyu-to gratis, Some critics would have us be- 
lieve that the Liberals should be satisfied with 
a trifling contribution to their electioneering 
expenses. But that could not be called a re- 
cognition of their services, and is a paltry affair 
at best. It is much to be desired that the 
political relations between those in office and 
those out of it should be changed so as to stand 
on a moral basis. What difference is there 
between allying oneself with the Government 
and allying oneself with a party not in power? 
Nothing can be more illogical than to pretend 
that it is proper to aid the people’s party and 
improper to aid the Government's. Were that 
distinction carried into practice, the national 
interests must be perpetually sacrified. More- 
over, the ‘‘ outs” should remember what em- 
barrassment they may be preparing for them- 


selves by insisting on the doctrine that to 
espouse the Government’s cause is always im- 
moral, When their own time comes for 
wielding political power, how will they relish 
the application of such a principle? 








DEATR OF THE QUEEN. 
—_—-_———- —_o___-__— 

We re-produce elsewhere, from the Xorean 
Repository, an official report on the subject of 
the Korean Queen’s death. The report was 
prepared by a Vice-Minister of Justice and is 
addressed to the Minister of Law. The in- 
vestigations on which the document is founded, 
were conducted in the presence of Mr. C. R, 
Greathouse, Foreign Adviser to the King, and 
were not disfigured by recourse to torture. It 
is impossible, however, for any reader of the 
report lo mistake the purpose influencing its 
compilers. Their plain object is to incriminate 
the Japanese as far as possible. They have 
taken every care to make it appear that the whole 
responsibility for the murder of the Queen rests 
with Japanese soldiers and sosh#, and that the 
part taken by Koreans was quite subordinate. 
People may well be perplexed about the real 
facts. On one day, we have a Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and a Minister of War 
officially declaring that a battalion of Korean 
troops disguised themselves in foreign costume 
for the purposes of the coup d'éfdf ; on the next, 
a Vice-Minister of Justice assures us that the 
two Ministers have lied egregiously. But, after 
all, itis now virtually hopeless to attempt any 
exact discrimination between the guilty parties. 
The Japanese were certainly participators, in 
whatever degree, and when a strong man c6 
operates with a weak lo effecta deed of violence, 
public opinion does not hesitate to lay the chief 
burden of blame on the former's shoulders. If, 
however, the compilers of the report under 
review had done their work more skilfully they 
would command greater credence. Their par- 
tiality in such a matter may be excused but 
can not be ignored. In a document covering 
22 pages, they devote 1 page only to the part 
taken by Koreans in the coup dé/dt. In that 
very brief section of their account, we find it 
stated that the Korean soldiers were called out 
during the night, and were marched into the 
precincts of the Palace, one detachment pro- 
ceeding into the court-yard in front of the build- 
ing where the outrages were committed. Yet 
it is claimed that the troops were entirely inno- 
cent of collusion in the coup d'éfdt, and that 
they believed themselves to be guarding the 
Palace. Itis plain that this story needs dis- 
counting, but we can scarcely hope that suffici- 
ent evidence will ever be forthcoming to appor- 
tion accuralely the guilt of the crime of October 
8th. Had the Hiroshima tribunal committed 
Viscount Miura and his associates for trial, the 
labyrinth would doubtless have been fully ex- 
plored. But the Court dismissed the prisoners, 
finding the testimony insufficient. We may 
note, en passant, that the Korean official report, 
though correctly quoting the verdict of the 
Hiroshima tribunal, epitomises it thus :—‘' The 
persons arrested were tried by the Japanese 
courts in Japan sitting at Hiroshima and duly 
acquitted and discharged as innocent of any 
crime.” That is an exceedingly incorrect state- 
ment. Viscount Miura and his associates were 
not ‘acquitted as innocent of any crime,” 
They were discharged on the ground of insuf- 
ficient evidence. The two results are radically 
different. In order to prove that Viscount Miura 
or the other Japanese were vicariously guilty 
of the Queen’s murder, it was necessary to de- 
monstrate that Her Majesty suffered at the hands 
of some person or persons actually instigated by 
the accused. It was there that the evidence 
failed. The link connecting the actual assas- 
sins of the Queen with the recipients of Viscount 
Miura’s instigation was not visible. We have 
already expressed our opinion very distinctly 
about the procedure of the Hiroshima tribunal, 
and we have not now the slightest intention of 
allempting to extenuate either the action of the 
Judge and Public Procurator, or the part played 
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by Viscount Miura and his associates. But 
when the Korean official report deliberately 
asserts that the Hiroshima tribunal ‘‘ duly 
acquitted and discharged” the Viscount and 
and the rest ‘as innocent of any crime,” we are 
driven to conclude that if the compilers of the 
report were incapable of avoiding such serious 
misrepresentation in the case of a verdict ac- 
tually lying before them, their competence to 
weigh and sift evidence of a much more intri- 
cate and perplexing character, can not be credit- 
ed. It is necessary to await the result of some 
much abler and more exhaustive investigation, 
The general public, however, know as much 
about the affair as is needed to form a roughly 
accurate judgment. 








DR. NAKAYAMA AND THE PLAGUE 
PATIENT. 
—_->--—-—---— 

Dr. Nakayama is justly eulogized by the 
vernacular press. But for his wise action in 
notifying the Japanese authorities, the case of 
bubonic plague at the Chinese Hospital in 
Yokohama would have passed unnoticed. Dr. 
Nakayama, it will be remembered, was called in 
to see the patient in consultation. He seems 
not to have diagnosed the disease conclusively, 
ag was natural enough, no case of the pest hav- 
ing come under his observation, but his convic- 
tion of the malady’s malignant character was so 
strong, that he made a report in that sense to the 
Kanagawa officials, the result being the speedy 
despatch of an expert—Dr. Takagi—from 
Tokyo, the exhumation of the corpse, and the 
discovery of the deadly bacillus. In default of 
Dr. Nakayama’s action, the danger to which 
Japan is exposed must have been greatly aug- 
mented. As for the medical folks at the Chi- 
nese Hospital, they appear to have remained 
unsuspecting or indifferent. It becomes a 
practical question whether the Chinese Hospital 
should be suffered to continue the enjoyment 
of its present licence. 








A COMMUNITY OF BEGGARS. 
—<$>—___—_—_ 

The Kokumin gives an interesting account of 
a certain beggar community living in a secluded 
State forest at Hada-mura, Higashi Tsukuma- 
gori, Nagano Prefecture, a forest that extends 
for 5 miles or so from east to west and about a 
mile and a half from north to south. This beggar 
“Kingdom,” containing above 300 souls, was 
founded in the forest more than three decades 
ago. The ‘ King” is named “ Bushyu Matsu.” 
He an old man of above 60 years of age, and was 
originally a gambler living at Kumagaye, Musa- 
shi Province. After a peculiarly checkered life, 
he fled to Shinano and from some cause or other 
established his head-quartars in the Hada-mura 
Forest. Little by little his followers increased till 
they now include more than three hundred per- 
gons, comprising men, women, and children. 
They all follow begging as a professional pursuit 
and now and then supplement their incomes by 
theft. They confine their operations to a radius 
of a few miles of the forest, and at the close of 
every day return to their al fresco fire-sides. 
When rain or snow does not fall they eat, talk, 
and sleepin the open air, but when bad weather 
sets in they betake themselves to the shelter of 
tents made of oiled paper (shibu-kamt). They 
are Up and stirring before the day has dawned, 
and pack everything they possess in boxes or 
wrappers, and then they take great pains to ob- 
literate all traces of the evening’s rendezvous so 
as to avoid arousing the suspicions of wood- 
men or forest guards. This is one of the most im- 
portant featuresin the unwritten Code that “King 
Bushyun Matsu” enforces with great severity 
upon his “subjects.” The writer of the article 
from which we are quoting says that, until lately, 
not only the Police and the forest guards, but 
even the inhabitants of Hata-mura were entirely 
ignorant of the existence of this beggar com- 
munity living almost in their midst. The only 
evidence that the beggars furnish of their ex- 
istence to the outer world, is an occasional 
gleam of fire that the villagers have observed 
from a distance, while of course there are traces 
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of burnt out fires that forest guards or hunters 
have stumbled across in the course of their ram- 
bles. ‘‘ King” Bushyu Matsu does not live 
upon the labours of his ‘‘ subjects ;” but himself 
shares in their work and daily goes forth to beg 
orsteal. Each beggar is under strict obligation 
to pick up daily enough wherewith to sustain 
himself, and, upon returning to the rendezvous, 
he or she must gather faggots for making the 
fires on which they cook their food, or at which 
they warm themselves. This fixed routine 
Bushyu Matsu himself observes with the greatest 
strictness. 

The beggars own almost every necessary 
culinary and domestic utensil, but these are of 
sach a handy size that all can be packed within 
a sinall box or wrapper and so are easily trans- 
ported. Oiled paper is an invaluable material 
the beggars, and is put to purposes not dreang® 
of by ordinary folk. They useiteven for aM@mh. 
First they dig a suitable hole in the g@fund, 
which is next lined with a large sheet of paper. 
Into the receptacle water is poured: then, after 
the manner of primitive man, they heat a large 
number of pebbles, and plunge them into the 
water. By this means they eventually obtain a 
bath heated to an agreeable temperature. Oiled 
paper is also indispensable for their beds. A 
quantity of grass is burnt to ashes and upon the 
ashes fresh green grass is stiewn, over whicha 
sheet of shidu-kamiis afterwards spread. The 
sleeper requires but a thin covering, the heat of 
the ashes keeping him comfortably warm. 
When rain falls a tent is erected and inside a 
fire is kindled upon a large stone ; around which 
they huddle. The beggars are said to indulge in 
quite a luxurious diet, patronizing various shops 
where they can obtain soy, miso, and other ne- 
cessites, either in exchange for money or rice. 
They prepare mochi (rice cakes) and udon (mac- 
caroni) and partake of these luxuries pretty fre- 
quently, Many members of the community are, 
comparatively speaking, well off, many hoard- 
ing enough to sustain them for a year without 
working. The ‘ King” is, of course, the richest 
of all, and is said to be able at any moment to 
spend as much as 300 yen. Many also possess 
quite a number of valuable articles of a portable 
nature. For instance, the well-to-do among them 
generally possess mosquito nets made of wild 
silk worm threads. Many are married andhave 
a number of children. Children, however, con- 
stitute an important source of income as they 
can generally collect on an average more than 
an adult. Consequently those who can boast 
of the greatest number of little ones, are the 
best off; bachelors being generally the poorest 
units of the community. The ‘ Kingdom” 
has ,also diplomatic relations, for such a com- 
munity is not confined to this particular corner 
of Shinano: similar. coteries are found in Gum- 
ma, Saitama, Fukushima, Hida, Echigo, and 
other places. The ‘‘ Kings” entertain most 
cordial relations, and fraternal messages are fre- 
quently exchanged. These messages involve 
the despatch of a special messenger, following 
the style of a feudal lord in pre-Restoration days. 
It is needless to say that the majority of “ King” 
Buashyu Matsu’s subjects are gamblers or crimi- 
nals:that have fled society. The introduction of 
a new comer is attended by a peculiar cere- 
mony. When the initiate and Bushyu Mutsu 
meet for the firsttime, they both repeat, a dozen 
times or Bo, the plirase Ohtkaye nasare,—whi 
means that the other should forbear from narrat- 
ing his personal history, Thatis merelya matter 
‘of courtesy, for itis an ancient usage among such 
communities for a junior to narrate his history 
toasenior. After this formality has been gone 
through, the newcomer commences to relate his 
life-story. If the King is satisfied, the aspirant 
is admitted into the community with due cere- 
mony. If he is rejected, then money is given him 
and he has to turn away. The authority that 
Bushyu Matsu wields is despotic. 
severe punishment, and even pronounces sen- 
tence of death, ona.convicted criminal. The re- 
mains of a deceased member of the community 
are concealed with scrupulous care sothat no trace 
is left behind. Of the many wonderful unwritten 
laws that are rigidly enforced by Bushyu Matsu, 
one that will particularly impress the general 
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public is a strict injunction against the beg- 
gars seeking pleasures among dwellers of the 
outer world, and they may not haunt brothels 
or restaurants, under pain of severe punishment, 
It is said that as the members of this community 
owe much to the villagers of Hata-mura, they, 
as compensation for favours shown, secure 
the village from being infested by thieves. The 
writer of this strange story says that it emanated 
from a friend of his who was thrown Jast sum- 
mer into prison at Matsumoto, Nagano Prefec- 
ture. This unfortunate man was confined in 
the same cell with a notorious gambler who had 
for some while escaped the pursuit of the law 
throp@lyatie protection of Bashyu Matsu. 
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GASAKI AS THE CRADLE OF 
WESTERN LEARNING. 


teri Saas 

Mr. Fukuchi Genichiro delivered a very in- 
teresting lecture in the Y.M.C.A. Hall, Kanda, 
Tokyo, the other day, on Nagasaki as the Cradle 
of Western Learning. It was just 41 years ago, 
said the speaker, when I, a lad of 15 years, 
was first initiated into a knowledge of a 
Western language. It was the Dutch tongue. 
My native place, Nagasaki, was in fact the 
cradle of Western languages, and therefore of 
the tew-civitizatton of Japan. I am a little 


proud of that fact.” About 340 years ago, in 
he days of Ota Nobumepe-SeShiste Pattnpucer, 
mnd Dutch vessels first came to Nagasaki and 
hereby indirectly paved the way for the new 
Mearning in our Empire ; and the arrival of a party 
bf Jesuits was primarily instrumental in pro- 
agating Occidental studies in Japan. The 
Msalsof David were translated into the Japan- 
yese tongue, and the rendering was so excellent 
that it would seem that Japanese must have been 
emplayedin the work. This“shows that from an 
early day Western languages must have been 
i secueUy sludied-.bycertajn .of our countrymen. 
During the Regency of the Eighth Shogun, the 
Government appointed official interpreters of 
the Dutch tongue, who acted as intermedi- 
aries in any verbal communication that took 
place between foreigners and Japanese officials. 
It is curious to recollect that their interpreta- 
tion was strictly gral, the employment of. writ- 
ten communications having been rigidly forbid- 
den. -1 once saw -an:-officiat-record beating on 
foreign affairs, which bore the date of 1636 
A.D. ihe translation was 
was evidently ‘the work of one whose know- 
ledge of the Western language was very 
profound. The strange injunction against 
the use of wriften foreign communications 
was removed tiearly a century afterwards, in con- 
sequence of some dispute regarding dates. 
Japanese almanacs had been drawn up for 
centuries by professional Court almanac com- 
pilers belonging to the house of Tsuchimikado. 
The almanac for the year in which the prohibi- 
tion was removed erroneously mentioned the 
lunar eclipse for the solar eclipse, while its dates 
were anything but exact. Nor was the Chinese 
4 almanacfor that yearmore precise, Hlowever, the 
date of the eclipse was exactly stated in a foreign 
almanac, and the real merits of the Occidental 
knowledge were so strikingly manifested, thatat 
last the conservatives were obliged to remove 
theban. This happened in 1723. But western 
s must have been secretly studied much 
earlier, one of the proofs for this assumption 
being furnished by the fact that only five years 
hafterwards Suzuki Ryuho translated a treatise on 
Seclusion written by Kempfer. During the 
Bunsei era (1818-1829) Wayland’s Grammar 
was for the first time brought to Japan, Yoshio 
Sounosuke having procured the book from a 
Dutch urader.f/The news that a grammar had 
eached Nagasaki and that Yoshio would start 
2 Grammar-school was received with great joy 
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my the small coterie of pro-foreign scholars in 
Dapan. #uch distinguished Dutch scholars of 
the timt as Sugita Genzui, Udazawa Genshiu, 


and Otsuki Shunshi expressly came down from 
Yedo to Nagasaki, covering the distance of 900 
miles on foot. Many weré the earnest students 
who Hocked to Nagasaki from Kyushiu, Kyoto, 
Shikoku, and other districts. I remember the 
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late Mr. Aoki Shusuke, father of Viscount Aoki, 
Minister to Germany, who came down from 
Hagi to Nagasaki. I was one of those that 
attended Yoshio’s grammar lessons, and was the 
youngest, being only 15 years old. It wasa 
most trying task, for we were (aught nothing in 
regard to spelling but were made to attack the © 
Grammar phonetically right away. I remember, 
and am very proud of my retentive memory, 
how we were non-plussed by the phrase ‘‘In . 
net algenci (?)” which we were taught to pound at 
in the very beginning. When I went to Yedo 
some years afterwards and told Viscount Eno- 
moto of the trouble I had had with the phrase, he 
let drop a very useful suggestion. ‘‘ That was 
because you took the matter literally; take it 
symbolically as Pu ni hattte arukenes, and you 
can get along quite easily.” Enomoto was very + 
clever, and a genuine Yeddokko. This inci- 
dent took place more than 40 years ago. The 
senior Aoki used to tell me of the almost in- 
superable difficulties that he and others had to 
surmount in the days when there was no foreign 
grammar in Japan. They wrote down Japanese ~ 
equivalents, word for word, in a Dutch book, . 
and then proceeded to ponder over them for 
the meaning of the passage, gazing at it some- _ 
times for man } before a glimpse was 
vouchsafed. After I came np to Tokyo I ~ 
began to learn English.- At that time Mori- 
yama in Koishikawa and Nakahara Manjiro in - 
Shiba, both taught English. I consulted with 
Fukuzawa and we began English in real earnest. 
This was more than 34 years ago, but the pic- 
ture of Fukuzawa in a Aakama much the worse 
for hard wear and with foot-gear not much 
better in condition, is even now vividly present ;¥ 
in my mind's eye. From that time onward 
the study of English and other languages 
grew steadily, culminating in its present wide 
diffusion. To Yoshiwo.must be accorded the 
honour of being the.father of the study pf ._ 
foreign—languages. When we first began to 
learn Western tongues, our books were almost 
exclusively treatises on grammar, natural philo- 
sophy, anatomy,and history. Anything relating 
to ethics or theology were unknown at that date. 
ghithat the West was aplace 
where practical knowledge and appliancesalone 
were valued, and that ethics and morals must 
be considered of no account. This idea was 
apparemly inconsistent with the wide diffusion of . 
Christianity in Japan in the early days of the | 
Tokugawa Shogunate, that culminated in the « 
shocking tragedy of Amakusa. The policy of 
persecution which the Government of the time 
adopted for exterminating Christianity wag of a 
very terrible character. It was for that purpose 
that the three tenets of Shintoism, Buddhism, 
and Confucianism were artificially encouraged 
in Nagasaki and its vicinity. As a resuft’of this 
persecution, the State-aided sects momentarily 
triumphed ; then rivalry began between the 
Confugian votaries and Buddhist priests, the 
former greatly despising the latter. The fol- 
lowers of Confucius in Japan have gradually be- 
come estranged from any religious observances 
and have developadinio jalisia, and atthe . 
present moment materialistic ideas are prac-* 
tically supreme in Japan. 


NEW FAPANESE CONSULATES. 
Se 
The Ofictal Gasette announces that Japanese 
Consulates were opened at the following places 
on the dates appended :—Shashi in China 
(March 29th) ; Amoy in China (30th of March); 
and Hanchow in China (March 31st). 





THE “ CHIT1 AGONG." 


—_—_¢@—_____ 

The action of the Captain of the steamship 
Chittagong in applying to have his ship dis- 
infected before the Sanitary Regulations had 
been actually put into force, is strongly applaud- 
ed by the Michi Nichi Shimbun. Were all 
foreign shipmasters equally amenable to the 
dictates of reason, says our contemporary, things 
would move very smoothly. 


— 
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COMMERCIAL INFORMATION. 
—_——-- -—— > — ————— 


R. BYRON BRENAN’S visit to 

the treaty ports of China, Korea, 

and Japan for the purpose of report- 
ing on the state of British trade, has 
been more than once mentioned in the 
House of Commons. As an evidence 
of the Government’s desire to obtain 
accurate information on tradal questions, 
the fact is doubtless worthy of note, but 
from a practical point of view, it seems to 
us an inexplicable measure. Great Britain 
is already represented by Consuls at all 
the treaty ports in the Far East; men 
that make it their business to collect facts 
and statistics bearing on trade, and to 
embody them in annual reports which, 
owing not merely to their comprehensive- 
ness but also to the greatly accelerated 
date of their compilation and publication, 
now rank high among commercial docu- 
ments. They are also supplemented by 
essays on special subjects compiled every 
year by HER MAJESTY’S Secretaries of 
Legation—essays that frequently leave 
nothing to be desired in point of thorough- 
ness and arrangement. If there be need 
of information that does not fall within the 
general sphere of these officials’ inquiries, 
special instructions alone are required 
to make them extend their researches 
to the desired limits. It is scarcely 
necessary to point out that, speaking 
generally, British Consuls are eminently 
qualified to undertake the task, having 
long familiarity with local conditions, 
friendly touch with British merchants on 
the spot, and knowledge of the country’s 
language. That Mr. BYRON BRBNAN is 
a man of remarkable ability is well known 
in the East, and it is pleasant to see that 
the Foreign Office understands his value. 
But why send him to Japan? So far as 
we know, he has only once been in this 
country—a flying visit paid some twenty 
years ago, while e route for San Fran- 
cisco. It can not be pretended that his 
qualifications to speak about Japanese 
tradal affairs will bear comparison with 
those of the British Consuls in Japan; 
men like Messrs. HALL and LONGFORD, 
for example. The same might be said 
of Korea; but we are not immediately 
concerned about Korea. There are suf- 
ficient grounds for surprise in Japan’s case 
alone. Undoubtedly, the écéat attaching 
to a special commissioner may have the 
effect of attracting information. It is con- 
ceivable that British local merchants, ap- 
preciating the exceptional weight that 
such an official’s reports must carry, should 
exert themselves to post him upon points 
meriting public notice. But that consi- 
deration applies, in our opinion, to a very 
limited field. The local Consul is always 
in reach of such points, and whenever 
official notice is really desirable, the 
British merchant seldom fails to invite it, 
whatever channel be immediately avail- 
able for the purpose. Courtesy to HER 


MAJESTY’S Consuls in Japan and justice 
to Mr. BRENAN himself are not conspicu- 
ous in his appointment, for it suggests a 
very plain hint of the former’s insuffici- 
ency, and imposes upon the latter the duty 
of making discoveries in a field that has 
been thoroughly exploited already by his 
own colleagues. 


The case of a commercial attaché is very 
different. Living in the country and de- 
voting his whole time and attention to 
tradal affairs, he acquires such an insight 
into these questions as can not reasonably 
be looked for in Consular or Diplomatic 
officials, whose multitudinous duties in 
other directions render it almost impossible 
for them to become commercial specialists, 
and who are of course unable to establish 
with all the industrial and trading classes 
among their nationals the close and con- 
stant intercourse that it is the duty of 
a commercial attaché to maintain. Mr. 
CURZON, in reply to a question recently 
addressed to him in the House of Com- 
mons, with reference to the advisability 
of sending a commercial attaché to Pekin, 
said that HER MAJESTy’S Government 
were waiting to receive the results of Mr. 
BYRON BRENAN’S official tour to the 
treaty portsof China, Japan, and Korea. So 
far as Japan is concerned, it is extremely 
difficult to understand how Mr. BRENAN, 
on a visit of two or three months, can be 
expected to procure any information that 
has not already been collected and con- 
veyed to the Foreign Office by Consuls 
and Diplomats ¢% /oco, and when we are 
told that HER MAJeEsTy’s Government, 
already furnished with Diplomatic and 
Consular reports, are awaiting Mr. BREN- 
AN’S statement, we seem to be confronted 
by either a work of supererrogation ora 
device for temporizing. 





MR. LONGFORD'S TRADE REPORT. 
—————_—_&_—_-_---— 


NEW rank has been taken by British 

Consular Trade Reports from Japan. 
Some years ago these reports used 
not to appear until the statistics they 
contained had ceased to be of much im- 
mediate interest. The delay was not due 
to any perfunctoriness on the part of the 
Consuls. Previously to the issue of the 
Customs Trade Returns in their present 
exhaustive form, great difficulties attended 
the collection of trustworthy figures relat- 
ing to the country’s foreign commerce, 
and however diligent a Consul might be, 
he could scarcely compile his report before 
May or June. It was then the custom to 
publish these reports first in the columns 
of the ¥apan Mail, and subsequently to 
forward printed copies to the Foreign 
Office. But by degrees, as the scope of 
the writers’ comments grew wider, as 
celerity acquired greater value, and as 
materials became more accessible, the re- 
ports were sent in during the first three 
months of the year, and, ceasing to be 
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mere arithmetical records, were converted 
into media for expressing clever and 
often original ideas. Men like Mr. 
J. C. HALL, Mr. J. H. Lonarorp, Mr. 
ENSLIE, and the late Mr. RUSSELL ROBERT- 
SON, inspired by their own zeal not less 
than by new instructions from head- 
quarters, carried the reports far beyond 
their original limits, and invested them 
with interest, not solely for persons en- 
gaged in trade, but also for students of 
Japan’s progress and modern history. 
Naturally, thesummary of the whole trade, 
prepared always in Tokyo, possesses much 
greater interest than any report froma 
particular Settlement, and since of late 
years the preparation of the summary has 
devolved upon a very able and energetic 
official, Mr. J. H. LONGFORD, public atten- 
tion has been proportionately attracted. 
Mr. LONGFORD has so thorouglily realized 
the value of expedition that his report of 
last year’s trade was forwarded to London 
in February, we believe; that is to say, 
fully'a month before the publication of 
the Japanese Customs Annual Return. 
To him, also, is due the idea of preparing 
quarterly returns, the first of which, for 
the quarter ended Sept. 3oth, 1895, has 
been very widely re-produced and discus- 
sed. Our readers have had an opportunity 
of perusing the report and of appreciating 
its excellence. Attention may profitably 
be drawn, however, to one or two points. 

Mr. LONGFORD notes, it will be observ- 
ed, that the great development of Japan- 
ese trade during recent years now justifies 
a comparison never thought of formerly ; 
namely, a comparison with the foreign 
trade of China. He shows that, Shanghai 
excepted, not one of the five principal 
open ports in China has anything like the 
record of either Yokohama or Kobe, and 
that, in point of fact, the trade of Yoko- 
hama far exceeds, and that of Kobe near- 
ly equals, the aggregate for those five 
ports. Superficial readers of figures are 
apt to misinterpret subdivisions such as 
these given by Mr. LONGFORD. It may 
be well, therefore, to supplement the in- 
formation then accessible to him by say- 
that the foreign trade of Shanghai in 1894 
was 183 million dollars, and that the trades 
of Yokohama and Kobe in 1895 were 1403 
and rorg million dollars, respectively. 
It is evident from these figures that 
Yokohama’s foreign commerce must still 
develop largely before it equals that of 
Shanghai, though the approximation is 
already sufficiently close to be striking. It 
is worth while to observe, at the same time, 
that ten years ago (1885), the foreign com- 
merce of Shanghai—that is to say, the 
commerce with foreign countries only— 
totalled 1304 million dollars, or 10} mil- 
lions less than the commerce of Yokohama 
to-day. From a tradal point of view, Yoko- 
hama is, therefore, a more important place 
now than Shanghai was a decade ago. 

One paragraph of Mr. LONGFORD’S 
Report invites criticism i=— 
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There was a falling-off in the export of Cotton 
Yarn, and it must now be realized by spinners in 
Japan that, as one of the results of the provision 
in the Shimonoseki Treaty, securing to foreigners 
the right to establish factories in China, the China 
market for their yarn will soon be virtually closed 
tothem. Preparations are already being made by 
foreigners to establish several spinning factories 
in Shanghai, and Japanese capitalists have, as 
has been already stated in this report, entered in 
the same field. Factories in Japan have no prose 
pect whatsoever of being able to compete in the 
China market with those properly conducted in 
Shanghai. The latter have always at hand an 
abundant supply of raw material, which the Japan- 
ese have to procure from abroad. ‘They will also 
be free from the burdens of freight, marine in- 
surance, and duty—duty which may have to be 
twice paid, on the export of the raw material from 
China, and on the import of the yarn into China. 
And they will also have at command an even 
more abundant supply of labour at least as cheap 
as the cheapest in Japan, inferior to the latter in 
intelligence, perhaps, but superior in strength, 
docility, faith in observing agreements, and per- 
haps in endurance. With these advantages, 
added to the almost equally important one of ex- 

e:ienced and economical foreign management, 
actories in Shanghai can afford to laugh at com- 
petition from spinners in Japan, and the golden 
visions so warmly cherished only a year ago by 
the latter of the speedy coming of the day when 
they should supply all China with yarn are now 
entirely gone. Nor is it likely that much consola- 
tion will be afforded by the success of the Japan- 
ese companies that may be established in Shang- 
hai. Expensive management is a weak point in 
nearly all Japanese commercial undertakings, and 
all other things being equal, this alone will give 
European, a very substantial advantage over 
Japanese, owned companies in China. ‘There may 
be room for all at first, but if the industry succeeds, 
more European capital will speedily be dovoted to 
it, and unless the Japanese improve their system 
of management so as to make it less expensive 
than European, they may in the end have to give 
way, or at least be satisfied with smaller returns 
on their invested capital than they expect and can 
easily obtain in their own country. 


The opening sentences of the above 
suggest that Japan’s exports of cotton 
yarns suffered diminution in the quarter- 
ly period ended last October, owing to 
the competition, actual or prospective, 
of mills established in China. Mr. LoNG- 
FORD can not have intended to say 
that, since he is well aware that the 
mills referred to in his Report had not 
begun to work at the time under review, 
and are not even yet in operation. But 
he certainly suggests that conclusion. 
Moreover, to avoid misapprehension, it 
must be noted that although Japan’s exports 
of cotton yarns to China showed a decrease 
in 1895 as compared with the preceding 
year, Korea’s augmented purchases more 
than covered the difference. This depart- 
ment of the country’s export trade is so 
interesting that we quote the figures for 
the past three years :— 


EXPORT OF COTTON YARNS FROM JAPAN, 
1896. 





. Catties. Yen. 
CMB i cicisaviaaserscixes 25,419,760 w.sseeaee 683,087 
| i, 1,080,942 ..recesee 343,578 
Hongkong 90,502 ssceresss 7,620 
Other counteies wc. see eee aes 193 

Totals...resseseee 35329893 seceveeee 1,034,478 
1394. 
Crista ccccscsorscsssscocee 3p27O,500 seovssecs 876,808 
Korea ...scsssesceveees 231,733 eseeeee 68,693 
Hongkong v.issseeeees $5,900 sscdiades 9,811 
Other countries ...... OTE wcisennes 220 
Totals...scsceoeee 3,538,868 cescecees 955,529 
1893. 
China....... japatearconean 265.117 eieevany 48,491 
ISGCOR:. iccicesscasiusives 26,962 .csceves 6,302 
Hongkong  wiceccseeeee ZZQUA sevcceces 4,382 
Other countries ...... _ beeansans _ 
Totals..ccccccseee 315,993 csseeeees 59,175 


It will be seen from the above that, while 


the trade made an immense leap in 1894, 
it suffered a slight diminution in quantity, 
though an increase in value, in 1895, 
owing, doubtless, to overstocking of the 
China market in the former year. At all 
events, since the Shanghai mills spoken 
of by Mr. LONGFORD have not yet turned 
out a bale of varn, we are unable to follow 
his reasoning when he says :—‘' Spinners 
in Japan must now have realized that, as 
one of the results of the provision in the 
Shimonoseki Treaty, securing to foreign- 
ers the right to establish factories in 
China, the China market for their yarns 
will soon be virtually closed them.” No 
opportunity to realize anything of the 
kind has yet been offered to them, and, 
so far as we can learn, they are very 
hopeful of being able to compete success- 
fully even with yarns manufactured in 
Shanghai. Nothing could be more posi- 
tive than Mr. LONGFORD’S prediction 
on that point. ‘‘Factories in Japan,” 
he writes, ‘have no prospect whatever 
of being able to compete in the China 
market with those properly conducted in 
Shanghai.” We should place greater 
faith in that conclusion if the premises 
were less open to question. But Mr. 
LONGFORD’S first argument awaits the 
demonstration of practice. The Shanghai 
factories, according to him, ‘‘ have always 
at hand an abundant supply of raw mate- 
rial, which the Japanese have to procure 
from abroad.” Is that really so? Is it 
not true, on the contrary, as recently 
shown in these columns, that the accessi- 
bility of raw material at non-prohibitive 
rates depends entirely on the goodwill of 
Chinese local officials ? On cotton for ex- 
port abroad—e.g. for use in Japan—their 
exactions in the form of transit dues are 
limited by Convention, but on cotton car- 
ried to Shanghai, to be used there for 
manufacturing goods destined for sale in 
China, they may impose whatever rates of 
likin they please. That evident danger 
has induced the Mitsui projectors of a 
cotton mill in Shanghai to desist from 
their undertaking, after land had actually 
been purchased and machinery ordered. 
It remains to be seen whether Chinese 
officialdom will voluntarily diverge from 
its traditional policy of obstruction so far 
as to place ‘‘an abundant supply of raw 
material”? at the disposal of factories 
against the establishment of which the 
Government in Pekin has always strug- 
gled. Mr. LONGFORD further speaks of 
duty having to be paid twice by Japanese 
spinners; namely, export duty on raw 
cotton leaving China, and import duty 
when the cotton returns in the form of 
yarn. He has apparently failed to per- 
ceive that, according to the Shimonoseki 
Treaty, cotton yarns manufactered in 
Shanghai will have to pay import duty 
just as though they had come from abroad. 
As matters stand at present, Japanese 
manufacturers will have to disburse about 
14 per cent. in duty and cost of transport 
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either way before they can convert Chin-, 
ese cotton into yarn and carry it to’a 
Chinese port—viz., export duty 3 per 
cent.; J:&in, 14 per cent.; transport from 
and to China, 94 per cent. Is there any 
reasonable hope that raw cotton coming to 
Shanghai for the use of foreign-owned 
mills will reach its destination without pay- 
ment of transit dues exceeding 14 per cent.? 
It would have been most interesting had 
Mr. LONGFORD dealt with this phase of 
the question. In another direction, too 
we must join issue with him. He alleges 
that foreign mill-owners in Shanghai will 
“have at command an even more abund- 
ant supply of labour at least as cheap as 
the cheapest in Japan, inferior to the 
latter in intelligence, perhaps, but supe- 
rior in strength, docility, faith in observing 
agreements, and, perhaps in endurance.” 
On what evidence are these conclusions 
based? With regard to cheapness, it has 
to be remembered that female labour is 
largely available for factory purposes in 
Japan, whereas it is not available at all in 
China. There, at once, we have an im- 
portant difference. For the rest, it has 
never been shown that labour is cheaper 
in China than in Japan. The hire of a 
coolie is much the same in both countries. 
As to “docility” and “faith in observing 
agreements,” there has been one, and 
only one, conspicuous opportunity of 
judging, namely, on the sugar plantations 
in Hawaii. It was precisely because Chin- 
ese labourers were found lacking in 
‘docility”’ and “ faith in observing agree- 
ments” that the Hawaiian planters turned 
to Japan for substitutes, and against those 
substitutes, after several years’ experience, 
no complaint has ever been preferred on 
either score. Mr. LONGFORD appears to 
imagine that faithlessness and want of 
docility are characteristic of all classes in 
Japan, and that, in this respect, all 
classes in China are superior. We venture 
to think that he would hesitate before 
pronouncing such a verdict did he reflect 
on the record achieved by Chinese official- 
dom in the matter of observing treaty 
obligations; on the record achieved by 
the bulk of the Chinese nation in the 
matter of integrity ; on the record achiev- 
ed by the people in their attitude towards 
foreigners, and on the record achieved by 
Chinese emigrants whereverthey come into 
contact with Western communities. Our 
own belief is that in very few countries can 


more faithful and docile labourers and arti- 
sans be found thatin Japan. The defects of 
the mercantile element we fully appreciate, 
but experience has taught us to form an 
opinion exactly the opposite of Mr. LoNG- 
FORD’S as to the character of the labour- 
ing classes. That we differ from him in 
these respects does not detract, how- 
ever, from our admiration for the general 
excellence of his work, or from our ap- 
preciation of the part he has played in 
elevating Consular trade reports from 
the position of jejeune, belated docu- 
ments to the rank of timely and valuable 
monographs. 
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THE REVISED TREATY WITH 
GERMANY. 
ie ree: 

EUTER sends some very misleading 
information with regard to the Re- 

vised Treaty now at length concluded be- 
tween Germany and Japan, and signed 
in Berlin on the 4th instant. He tells us 
that, ‘‘by the terms of the new Treaty, 
extraterritoriality is not wholly abolished, 
and that German imports obtain numer- 
ous reductions of the tariff.’’ It is obvi- 
ous that the drafter of this telegram does 
not possess any very intimate knowledge 
of treaties and such matters. He has 
confounded a Consular Convention with 
the new Treaty, and has, moreover, failed 
to observe that the provisions of the Con- 
sular Convention negotiated simultane- 
ously with the German Treaty, bear no 
relation whatever to extraterritorial juris- 
diction, as the term is interpreted in the 
Far East. A Consular Convention is 
primarily a document determining and 
securing the personal privileges enjoyed 
by the Consuls of the contracting parties 
within each other’s territories. European 
States usually form such contracts, Great 
Britain, however, being an exception. 
Among the provisions of modern Consular 
Conventions there are some that concern a 
Consul’s nationalsas wellas the Consul him- 
self. For example, it is provided that in 
case of disputes occurring on board a ship 
of the Consul’s nationality lying in a port 
of the country where he officiates, he shall 
have competence to decide the question 
so long as the public peace on shore or in 
the port is not disturbed. Similar power, 
with a similar restriction, is vested in him 
with regard to disagreements arising out 
of the ship’s business, but in all cases 
falling within these categories his own 
nationals alone must be concerned. Again, 
he is competent to record births and 
deaths, perform marriage ceremonies, ad- 
minister estates, and discharge other 
notarial or registration functions within 


What the amount of such taxation may be 
we can not tell, but seeing that /zkin 
exactions generally amount to some fifteen 
per cent. of the value of the goods in 
transit, there is a strong probability that 
the Shanghai mill-owner may find himself 
handicapped to the extent of 5 or 6 per 
cent. in his competition with yarns manu- 
factured in Japan. 

Reverting to another point upon which 
Mr. LONGFORD lays much emphasis, 
namely, expensive Japanese management, 
we are unable to find any practical con- 
firmation of his theory. Has it ever come 
to his knowledge, we wonder, that Japan- 
ese cotton mills turn out double the 
quantity of yarn per spindle that is turned 
out in England, and thirty to forty per 
cent. more than is turned out in Bombay ? 
The Japanese operatives work 114 hours, 
and with one shift the mills are kept 
active for 23 hours out of every 24. Will 
Chinese hands do better than that, or will 
the management of foreign-owned mills 
in Shanghai show a better record? We 
greatly doubt it. In the early days of 
Japan’s spinning industry, it used to be 
suspected that the fine dividends de- 
clared were taken in part from capital 
funds. But as year follows year with- 
out any change, unless it be still 
larger dividends, we are constrained to 
admit that the mills are thoroughly suc- 
cessful. Including the import duty hitherto 
levied on raw cotton entering Japan, the 
manufacturers had to pay 7% per cent. 
more for their raw material than mills 
working in India under foreign manage- 
ment. In other words, the Indian cotton 
spinners had a margin of 7} per cent. to 
meet the cost of shipping their produce 
to Japan and defraying import duty. That 
ought to have been more than sufficient. 
Yet the Japanese spinners have beaten 
the Indian almost out of the field. Witness 
the following table of imports from British 
India during the past five years :— 
Imports oF Cotton Yarn FRoM BritisuH [np1a. 


COTTON MILLS IN CHINA AND 
: . FAPAN. 
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UR comments on Mr. J. H. LONG- 
| FORD’S comparison of the prospects 
of Shanghai and Japanese cotton mills re- 
quire modification in one respect. We 
said that yarns manufactured in Shanghai 
would have to pay import duty before 
being placed on the Chinese market; a 
conclusion based on the second clquse of 
the 6th Article of the Shimonoseki Treaty, 
which reads :—“ All articles manufactured 
by Japanese subjects in China, in respect 
of inland transit and internal taxes, du- 
ties, charges, and exactions of all kinds, 
and also in respect of warehousing and 
storage facilities in the interior of China, 
stand upon exactly the same footing and 
enjoy the same privileges and exemptions 
as merchandise imported by Japanese sub- 
jects into China.” It did not appear to 
us in reading this clause, not does it now 
appear, that exemption from import duty 
is provided for the articles in question. 
But we learn that such is the proper inter- 
pretation, and that cotton yarns, for ex- 
ample, manufactured by foreigners in 
Shanghai, will not have to pay ‘import 
duty before being placed on the Chinese 
markets. Mr. LONGFORD is correct, 
therefore, in saying that Japanese manu- 
facturers in Japan, if they use raw cotton 
from China, will have to pay export duty 
on the cotton and import duty on the 
yarn, or some six per cent. in all, to which 
must be added the /:Ain—one half of the 
export duty—bringing the total to 7} per 
cent. We are further informed that the 
expense of carriage to and from Shanghai 
is less than the figure taken in our calcu- 
lation, and that to per cent. fully covers 
the difference in first cost, on all accounts 
—duties, /ikin, carriage, &c.,—between 
yarns manufactured in Japan and yarns 
manufactured in China, Chinese cotton be- 
ing employed in both cases and all other 
things being equal. This estimate takes no 


account of any charges to which raw cotton | gor ......... Fae 8 ocg aah Lrgs.asg, certain limits. These arrangements are 
may be subjected before reaching the} 1892 ............ 8,258,369 ...ccccccree 1,814,393 | Strictly reciprocal, Japanese Consuls, for 
Shanghai mills, and itis there that the crux | jgg3 7777 Sge5:g40 wv: 1243-182 finstance, possessing exactly the same 
lies. For, even supposing that the Chinese | 1895 «..-.....500 1,341,691 .ecreecceeee 392,631 {privileges and immunities in Germany 


that German Consuls will possess in 
Japan. It will be at once apparent that 
there is here no question whatever of 
extraterritoriality, as people in the East 
interpret the word. Still less correct 
is it to imagine that Germany has-secured 
for her subjects in Japan any immunities 
or privileges over and above those provid- 
ed for British subjects in the British 
Revised Treaty. The British Treaty is 
not accompanied by a Consular Conven- 
tion for the simple reason that it is not 
Great Britain’s custom to negotiate such 
doctrines. Perhaps she does without them 
because she is not prepared to concede 
absolute reciprocity as Germany does. 
But however that may be, she could have 
a Consular Convention with Japan at any 
moment, were she so disposed, on precise- 


If the mill-owners in India, with 7} per 
cent. in hand to pay the cost of trans- 
porting their yarns to Japan and the duty 
(3 per cent.) on getting them into Japan, 
have not been able to compete with Japa- 
nese mill-owners, we do not see how any 
“substantial advantage ” can be claimed 
for foreign management over Japanese. 
It is well to look these things squarely in 
the face. In the infancy of Japan’s cotton- 
spinning industry, we stood alone in our 
estimate of the serious effects impending 
over the import trade. Other local writers 
foresaw only a fiasco for the Japanese. 
So, to-day, we can not persuade ourselves 
that either defective management or in- 
ferior operatives can be trusted to secure 
foreign-owned mills in Shanghai against 
the competition of Japanese yarns. 


Government had divested themselves of 
their old prejudices against manufacturing 
industries conducted by foreigners in 
China, they are now confronted by the 
prospect of losing all their revenue upon 
imported cotton yarns. That is a very 
important consideration, not at all likely 
to be lost sight of; since, of all sources of 
revenue, the Chinese Government rely 
most implicitly on customs dues. It is 
stated on good authority that the matter 
has already attracted much attention in 
Pekin, and inasmuch as the provisions of 
the Shimonoseki Treaty—quoted above— 
preclude any possibility of recovering the 
lost revenue by imports placed on the 
yarns after their manufacture, it is plain 
that the only possible recourse is to tax 
the raw cotton on its way to the mills. 
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ly the lines of the German Consular Con-|these numbers upon pipes that had failed 
vention. Thus Reuter blunders flagrantly | to pass the tests. Deception by that device 
when he asserts that the abolition of ex-| was easy, for so long as the numerals on 
traterritorial jurisdiction, is in any way| pipes coming to the works tallied with the 
deferred or modified by the new German | numerals recorded at the place of inspec- 
Treaty. The British Treaty and the|tion, no ground for suspicion seemed to 
German Treaty are understood to dealjexist. In short, the system opened a way 
with the extraterritorial problem in ex-jto fraud, though the inspection itself was 
actly the same manner; and as for the|sufficiently thorough. But it would now 
Consular Convention that Germany has|appear that in the extravagant access of 
concluded, its provisions, mutatis mu-|zeal inspired by that fraud, the methods of 
tandis, are the counterpart of the pro-|inspection have become so severe as to be 
visions of her Consular Conventions with| flagrantly unpractical and unjust. With 
Italy and Russia. our readers’ permission we will enter 

In the matter of the Tariff, we are not}somewhat into details. The pipes are 
in a position to speak with absolute ac-|carried by trams to the weighing scales, 
curacy. Our readers are aware that, under|}where they undergo their first ordeal. 
the new system, certain articles of import |Should they be found short of the pre- 
are included in a Conventional Tariff, the|scribed weight by even so much as one 
rest belonging to the General Tariff.|kilo, they are rejected. Having passed 
The former definitely fixes the rate of}this test, the pipe is rolled on skids to the 
duty in each case; the latter leaves the | place of an official armed with callipers. 
rate to be fixed by Japan. -It is easily | These, by means of a lever about four feet 
conceivable that each Western Power|long and an index, show the slightest 
should desire to obtain the best possible| difference in the thickness of the metal. 
terms for articles in which its nationals| Each pipe is callipered at eight different 
are specially interested, and, with that}points of its surface. Its whole bore is 
object, should seek to include such articles| then tested with templates, after which the 
in the Conventional Tariff, or to obtain]|inside diameter of the socket and outside 
reductions of duty on them if already in-| diameter of the spigot are subjected to a 
cluded in a Conventional Tariff between |similar trial. The limit of error is so small 
Japan and some other Power. Germany,|that even a pipe of 42 inches bore is re- 
we believe, has succeeded in obtaining} jected if it departs from the prescribed 
some concessions of that nature, but when | measurement by one-sixteenth of an inch. 
reduced to arithmetic they are found to|Imagine the accuracy of manufacture, the 
confer greater benefit on British than on|close calculations for shrinkage, required 
German trade. © to satisfy such conditions, and remember 

In a word, Reuter’s agent, in Berlin or|that the sole function to be discharged by 
London, has been egregiously misled.|the pipe is to carry water underground. 
The one truth conveyed by his telegram is|Let us suppose that a pipe has endured 
that a revised Treaty has been concluded | these ordeals successfully. It then passes 
with Germany, and of that fact the public|into the hands of men provided with tools 
had been already apprised. suitable for a watch-maker, and is ham- 
a E mered, gouged, and pricked to discover 
whether some minute hole or flaw has not 
been developed in the casting. Every 
hole as big as a pin’s head is marked with 
red paint, anda hole neither larger nor 
deeper than a match-head suffices to secure 
the pipe’s condemnation. Evidently it is 
impossible that ordinary operations of 
casting should produce perfection of the 
kind demanded by the Tokyo experts. 
The pipe is then subjected to hydraulic 
pressure, and beaten violently with 
heavy hammers while under pressure. 
To illustrate the severity of the inspecting 
officials, we may note the case of two 
pipes that had been rejected on account 
of flaws or cracks invisible even with the 
aid of amagnifying glass. The importer’s. 
agent asked to have one of these pipes 
tested again under pressure, and as no 
leak could be detected at the contract 
limit of 235 lIbs., he desired to have the 
pressure increased. At 300 lbs. the pipe 
was beaten over the suspected part, but 
not a sign of leak or flaw showed. Yet 
the pipe was rejected, after all. Observ- 
ing that, in actual practice, nothing is re- 
quired except that two pipes should fit 


into each other, making a joint capable 
of resisting the pressure of a certain head 
of water, one imagines that, after the 
above tests, the ordeal should be over. 
Not so, however. The pipe is again pick- 
ed and probed for flaws, and if any be 
found, it is, after all, rejected. To what 
extravagant lengths the system is carried 
will be understood when we say that pipes 
with similar numbers cast on them are not 
taken unless the seller agrees to a reduc- 
tion of 24, per cent., and that pipes hav- 
ing the numbers cast upside down, or re- 
cessed instead of being in relief, suffer the 
same reduction. The pipes thus treated 
are from well known Belgian and Scotch 
makers, and every pipe before shipment 
has been inspected’ by an independent 
expert. But that fact evidently carries no 
weight in Japan. It need scarcely be 
observed that the staft of officials and 
workmen engaged in the Tokyo testing 
operations is immense; _ sufficient, in 
truth, to undertake the moulding and cast- 
ing of the pipes, instead of their mere 
examination. Naturally the number of 
rejections has been immense. Each of 
the contracting firms has had to rent from 
the Government large tracts of land to 
store their so-called ‘defective’ pipes. 
Acres of area are covered with the un- 
happy manufactures, fully one half of the 
pipes imported being consigned to these 
grave-yards. What expectation the City 
Fathers can entertain of seeing the Water- 
works finished, we cannot conceive, and 
how they can reconcile themselves to this 
huge, superfluous outlay, is equally enig- 
matical, for a moiety of the money spent 
on inspection, would produce, were it 
capitalized, interest more than sufficient to 
pay for renewing broken pipes throughout 
the whole existence of the Water-works. 
What with the difficulties that attend the 
manufacture of pipes in Japan, and the 
extravagantly rigid inspection and whole- 
sale rejection of pipes procured from 
abroad, it looks as though many years 
must pass before the citizens of Tokyo 
will be able to enjoy the blessing of a 
proper water supply. Most certainly 
foreign manufacturers will not supply 
pipes to be rejected wholesale. In view 
of keen competition, neither of the two 
importing firms can have looked for more 
than a small profit under the most favour- 
able circumstances, and the present system 
of inspection must subject them to heavy 
loss. We hear that the Tokyo Munici- 
pality is calling for tenders for 8,000 tons 
more pipes, but unless methods of testing 
and rejecting be adopted in something 
like accord with those practised in Europe 
and America, it is most improbable that 
any foreign firm will be rash enough to 
accept a contract involving certain loss. 
Japanese experts will become a laugh- 
ing stock in the West, and the progress 
of the much needed Water-works will be 
indefinitely obstructed. 





THE TOKYO WATERWORKS’ 
ENGINEERS AND THEIR 
METHODS. 

—> 

UMOUR having been very busy of 

late with the Tokyo Waterworks and 
the extraordinary methods of inspection 
adopted by the engineers in charge, 
methods that threaten to bring Japanese 
technical experts into ridicule and to 
impede all transactions with manufactur- 
ing firms in Europe or America, we have 
made special inquiries into the matter, 
and find that the facts fully bear out the 
stories in circulation, Considering the 
recent disastrous experiences of the 
Tokyo Municipality in the matter of iron 
pipes, it is not unnatural that extra vigil- 
ance should be exercised by the inspec- 
tors in the immediate sequel of that affair. 
Still, it must be remembered that the 
fault lay primarily with the Japanese firm 
(Chiutetsu Kaisha) that contracted to 
supply pipes for the Waterworks. Their 
method was to cut off the numbers cast 
upon pipes that had successfully endured 
the various tests of quality, and to solder 
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KOREAN NEWS. 
-_-—_--—-- } ai i oe 2S 
April 8. 

On the rgth ult. at the dead of night, some 
servants in the household of the Prince- Parent 
were awakened by the sound, apparently, of 
foot-steps coming from the direction of the 
yard close by the sleeping chamber of the 
Prince. They followed the direction of the 
sound and found a man of large stature con- 
cealed by the gate. Seized and examined, he 
was found to be armed with a sharp dagger. 
Strict inquiry as to the purpose of his intention 
could not elicit any definite explanation from 
him. While the servants were engaged ques- 
tioning him, a dozen policemen arrived, and 
briefly stating that the man must be examined 
at the Police Bureau, led nim away. As noone 
had given any alarm to the Bureau, and as, 
moreover, no policeman had been near the pre- 
mises at the time of the discovery, it was sur- 
mised that the whole affair must have been pre- 
viously arranged at the Bureau. It is supposed 
that Li Wan-yong sent the man to assassinate 
the aged ‘statesman, the relations between them 
being bitterly hostile. 

Pak Chéng-yang, the Acting Premier, a tool 
of Li Pém-chin and a mere stop-gap in the 
Cabinet, tendered his resignation a few days ago 
on very trivial grounds. Mr. Takehisa, Japan- 
ese Adviser to the Korean Police, having given 
up his post, Pak, in compliance with a repre- 
sentation from the Chief of the Police Board, 
consented that a reward of 1,000 yen be given 
to Mr. Takehisa, in consideration of the meii- 
torious services rendered by him in organizing 
and perfecting the Police System of the coun- 
try. This was objected to by other and more 
influential men, as Li Pém-chin, and so forth. 
They declared that one half of the sui would 
suffice. But after having obtained the Royal 
sanction, Pak thought it derogatory to his 
dignity to make any change, and so to “ save 
his face” he tendered his resignation. Of course 
the King took steps to soothe his wounded 
pride, and he was persuaded to reconsider his 
resolution. The reward, however, was cut down 
to 500 yen. 

The number of Japanese in the Korean Go- 
vernment’s service is still comparatively large, 
for of the advisers and their assistants that 
totalled at one time twenty-one, sixteen remain. 

At last, more than 80 Japanese merchants, 
residents of Phydéng-yang, about whose safety 
considerable perturbation had been felt, reached 
Ninsen safely on the 28th ult., under the escort 
of a number of Japanese policemen. It seems 
that they were not subjected to any real danger 
atall. Probably because of the object lessons 
shown to the Koreans by the Japanese the year 
before last, and partly because the Korean 
troops quartered ,in Phydng-yang had once 
been under the instruction of Japanese officers 
and were therefore very friendly to the latter's 
nationals, the town and its environs remained 
very quiel, no insurgents venturing to approach. 
Under the circumstances, the opinion of the 
residents was divided, some desiring to con- 
tinue their stay and others voting for departure. 
However, seeing that, on receipt of the news 
of February 11th, they had sold off their stock 
in trade at less than a third of cost price and 
were consequently without commodities to con- 
tinue business they had no choice but to leave 
the place. 

The ostensible cause of the King’s not re- 
turning to his Palace, namely the presence 
of the Japanese troops in front of the gate, 
no longer exists: the troops removed at 
the close of last month, to the former resi- 
dence of the ex-War Minister, Cho Wi-yuen. 
The King, or rather those that keep him in 
confinement, the three Li, still ehow no signs 
of leaving the Legation. 

Negotiations in connection with the murder 
of Japanese appear to be in progress between 
the Japanese Representative and the Korean 
Government. On the 27th ult. Mr. Komura, 
Chargé d@ Affairs in Sdul, went to the Foreign 
Office, and next day, Li Wan-yong, Foreign 
Minister, called at the Japanese Legation. This 
was the first time since Feb. 11th that Won-yong 
had left the “asylum.” Up to the 28th ult. the 
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total of Japanese citizens murdered or wounded 
by Korean insurgents was 40, excluding sol- 
diers, of whom 17 were killed. 

The rebels entrenched within the castle in 
Kwang-ju, situated not very far from Sdul, were 
dispersed by Korean troops on the 22nd ult, 
They left more than 100 men dead, and about 
a score or so were taken prisoner. If seems 
that the dissensions 80 common among rebel 
mobs were the prime cause of the insurgents dis. 
comfiture. They lad been regarded with mach 
apprehension by the Government in Sdul. Re- 
port says that provisions sufficient to support the 
rebels for a year were found in the stronghold. 








NEWSPAPER ALCOHOLISM. 
—_————___—_@——_——- 

There must be a sickness of the nature of 
journalistic delirium fremess. It has not yet 
been scientifically diagnosed, but that it exists 
we have daily evidence. For, just as the victim 
of alcoholic poison conjures up monstrous 
reptiles that keep him in a perpetual tremble of 
awful trepidation, so we find editors shrieking 
endlessly over imminent catastrophes that have 
no existence outside their own diseased imagin- 
ation. The world would have been in ruins long 
ago if only a tithe of the cataclysms predicted 
by our local Davy Jones were translated into 
fact. But the tempestuous individual, obstin- 
ately unconscious of the tininess of his tea-pot, 
goes on puffing out his tremendous prophecies 
and shaking over his chimerical horrors without 
the least intermission. The eternal sameness of 
the thing would be oppressive were it not occa- 
sionally relieved by inconceivable extravagance. 
That stupendous calamity, the abolition of Con- 
sular Jurisdiction, is the latest case in point. 
We learn that, owing to Germany’s rush to the 
rescue, the situation is saved for unhappy 
Britishers, and ‘‘hope has revived in their 
breasts.” ‘‘ Lord Kimberly yielded to the 
threats of the Japanese "—those truculent Ben 
Bolts of the Orient at whose frown the Anglican 
Alice trembled with fear—‘‘ and conceded 
terms that no European Power could have ex- 
torted.” But the great German Emperor, in 
his wisdom and atrength, ‘“‘took a resolute 
stand,” and saved Englishmen from the con. 
sequences of their statesmen’s wretched pusil- 
lanimity. What a debt of gratitude they owe 
to the clear-sighted and fearless potentate! 
Only think that while their countrymen and 
countrywomen in the Transvaal were cry- 
ing out against Germany, Englishmen in 
the Far East should be showering bless- 
ings on her head! Only think that just 
as ‘‘ the Transvaal would long ago have been 
a British colony had not Mr. Gladstone been 
a criminal in 1884,” so “if Lord Kimberly, in 
1894, had given ear to the just petitions of his 
nationals, Englishmen would have received 
from their own Government what now they owe 
to the wisdom of the German Emperor!” 
Only think of it! And only think, too, that 
the German Emperor has done exactly what 
Lord Kimberly did; that his ‘resolute stand ” 
is all a myth; that his “ wisdom” has been 
demonstrated by following England’s example ; 
that he has not ‘saved the situation” in any 
way ; that the swarm of horrors, Japanese police, 
Japanese judges, Japanese laws, Japanese 
courts, are all as tremendously visible as ever, 
and that spuriously revived hope must die again 
in the breasts of foreign residents. The rapid 
alternations of horrified shakes and hysterical 
exultation exhibited to readers of the Yoko- 
hama press are too realistic to be simulated : it 
is a genuine malady, journalistic delirium 
tremens. Common humanity bids us look for- 
ward with sympathy to the shock that must be 
imparted when the patienslearns that Germany 
did not play the deus ex machina for the worth 
of a copper cash, and that Reuter on.the brain, 
not the Kaiser in the breach, is the real version 
of the situation. 








Some British merchants are contemplating 
importing salt from England, the value of salt 
in Japan having greatly risen of late-—Chuo 
Shimbun. 
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EASTER. 
enn 
(coMMUNICATED.) 

Easter is a festival of joy. This joy is no 
mere sentimental emotion, nomere exhilaration 
of mind because the winter is over and gone, and 
the time of blooming flowers and singing birds 
has come. It is becuuse a real sorrow and terror 
has been slain by a real and joyous conviction 
that ‘The Lord is risen from the dead.” 

More than 1800 years have passed away since 
the great event, and still on the recurrence of 
the annual festival, in obedience to the command 
of the angel, a large representation of the whole 
world, draws near to ‘‘see the place where the 
Lord lay.” The eyes of those who are in high 
places and in low, princes and peasants, are 
directed toward it. All through Europe multi- 
tudes of men and women are thinking of that 
“new tomb hewn out in the rock,” of the 
sacred body of their crucified Lord which there 
was laid, of the great stone rolled to the door, of 
the seal that was impressed and the watch that 
was sel—and thinking too, with exullation, of 
the broken seal, the rock rolled away, the ter- 
rified guards, and the risen Lord. Nor through 
Europe only, but through almost every part 
of Asia and Africa and the isles of the 
seas and the great West, from ocean to 
ocean, there are untold multitudes who contem- 
plate with gladness and rejoicing the Resuar- 
rection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Through all 
the centuries of our era, the noblest and purest 
men and women of the civilized world have been 
accustomed, on the day the church celebrated 
as the anniversary of His Resurrection, to regard 
his grave as the open door that led into the im- 
measurable joys of immortality. Thus it comes 
about that of all the bright Sabbaths of the year 
and of all the Christian festivals, there is none 
which stirs the heart of Christian people so 
much as the one which celebrates Christ’s victory 
over death and the grave. ‘The earth itself 
keeps Easter day!” says the Easter song, while 
all nature ‘‘ quick and burating into life,” joins 
in the chorus and reiterates the truth. 

In the Authorized Version of the Holy Scrip- 
tures the word Easter occurred but once (Acts 
12: 4). But since the Revised Version sub- 
stituted for it the correct translation, the Pass- 
over, the word has disappeared from the Bible. 
Itis a genuine pagan word, and is the name of a 
heathen goddess. Theancient Germans cele- 
brated the festtval of the goddess Ostara, or 
Eosire, the goddess of the spring, with peculiar 
solemnity; and it is from her name that we 
have the word Easter. 


As to the day on which the Resurrection of 
Christ should be observed, the Eastern and 
Western churches were divided. The Eastern 
church képt the feast on the same day as the 
Jews kept the Passover, which happened on the 
fourteenth day of the Passover moon atevening, 
and Easter [allowed without regard (o the day of 
the week, The Western church kept the day 
on Sunday. This state of things continued for 
nearly 200 years, until in a.D. 325 the Council 
of Nice decreed that the observance of Easter 
should be on the first Sunday after the full mooa 
immediately succeeding the time of the vernal 
equinox. It is therefore a movable feast and may 
come soon after March 318t or as late as April 
25th. Whatever may be our convictions as to 
this controversy, it is well to agree upon one day 
in the year to emphasize this glorious truth of 
the resurrection and present the ground of oar 
belief afresh before this unbeliving age. Well 
that Easter bells should sound out a merry 
peal from church spires, Easter flowers fill the 
house of God with their sweet incense, Easter 
anthems be sung with rapturous joy, and Easter 
sermons proclaim with fervour that ‘ now is 
Christ risen from the dead and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept.” 


It is not possible for us to forget for any 
length of time the certainty of death. Every- 
thing about us which bas iu it the prin- 
ciple of growth is doomed sooner or later 
to die. The supreme question is, ‘If a man 
die, shall he live again?” For through fear 
of death men ali their life time are subject 
to bondage. The Easter festival brings in a 
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new hope because it proclaims to us Him 
who is the Resurrection and the Life. Against 
the fact that he rose from the dead, destructive 
criticism has spent its strength in vain. This 
is the one satisfactory proof of our immortality. 
All other evidences are shadowy and unsub- 
stantial, They may show a probability. This 
conveys an absolute assurance. ‘‘ He that be- 
liveth in me though he were dead, yet shall he 
live; and he that believeth in me shall never 
die.” Already the believer has eternal life. 
Gécthe’s Easter song in Faust concludes thus: 
Christ has arisen 
Out of corruption's womb! 
Burst every prison ! 
Vanish death's gloom ! 

Active in charity, Praise Him in verity ! 

His feast, prepareit ye! Hiis message bear it ye! 

Then is the Master near, Then is He here. 

Faith in Christ as the Resurrection and the 
Life changes the whole aspect of life. Our 
bodies are not ourselves; they an only the in- 
swathement of our inner being, our true self, 
as the shell encloses the seed. When we think 
of death and the grave it should be as of sleep 
and bed, from which we shall presently arise 
refreshed and prepared for the tasks that await 
us. When we think of our friends who are gone 
—the dear little babe that nestled for a while in 
our bosom and then faded away, and the dear 
one of the lovely face, which now beamed with 
intelligence, now grew radiant with love, twin 
soul of our own, gone from mortal vision—we 
have a balm for every sorrow in the thought of 
the glorious Easter morning by-and-by, when 
we shall meet in the glad reunion of the skies. 
Meanwhile, we know they are living and trium- 
phant in glory everlasting. We do not forget 
them, and we cannot believe that they have for- 
gotien us. 

Is it any wonder, then, that the disciples were 
glad when they saw the Lord? If He arose 
from the dead this great truth cannot stand 
alone. Then is He the Christ, the Son of the 
living God, a Divine teacher sent from God, 
whose words are spirit and life. Then He is 
exalied to give repentance unto Israel and 
the remission of sins. Then He is able to save 
to the utlermost them who come unto God by 
Him. In short, this great doctrine vindicates 
and attests the whole system of Gospel truth. 


a 


GARDEN PARTY IN TOKYO. 


a 


On the 4th instant, a garden party was given: 


by Count and Countess Matsukata at their re- 
sidence in Mita, Tokyo, to celebrate the mar- 
riage of the Count’s second son, Mr. S. Matsu- 
kata, and Miss Shigeko, eldest daughter of Mr. 
Iwasaki Yanosuke. The spacious grounds 
were crowded with guests, many of the notables 
in Tokyo being present, including Marquis 


and Marchioness Oyama, Field-Marshal Nodzu,. 


_Admiral Ito, the Representatives of Great 
Britain, the United States, and Hawaii, Countess 
Kuroda, and a number of officials, naval and 
military officers, and leading merchants. The 
foreign element was not largely represented, 
only the personal friends of Count Matsukata 
and Mr. Iwasaki being present. Two bands 
were in attendance, and at 4 o'clock a cold col- 
lation was served al fresco by the side of a 
picturesque lake. The wedding presents, nu- 
merous and sumptuous, were displayed in the 
central part of the building, where they attract- 
ed much attention. Our readers understand, 
presumably, that wedding presents in Japan 
differ radically from wedding presents in the 
West. Costly jewelry, silver or gold plate, rich 
lace, and such things do not figure among the 
acquisitions of a Japanese bride. Her’s is 
essentially a useful, rather than an ornamental 


equipment—rolls of silk and crape, masses of 


silk-wadding, cabinets, lacquer utensils, and so 
forth. Theimpression conveyed by a profusion 
of such articles, piled ceiling high as was the 
-case on the 4th instant, is essentially practical. 





THE “‘GENBU MARU" MISSING. 
—_—__—_»—_-_ — — 

The Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s steamer Gendu 
Maru (Captain Oda Ichijiro), left Hako- 
date on the grst ult., and was expected to 
arrive at Hanasaki the following day, but a 
report of her arrival had not been received 
at Hakodate up to the sth inst. A Nemuro 
telegram received by the Hakodate branch of 
the Yusen Kaisha, however, ran :—‘' Postpone 
departure of /se Maru as glaciers are moving 
seawards.” It would seem from the above mes- 
sage that glaciers are causing serious mischief 
between Hakodate and Nemuro, and the Gendu 
is supposed to have escaped the danger by 
taking shelter in some harbour. Telegraphic 
inquiries have since been made at Kiritappu, 
Atsugishi, and Kushiro regarding the missing 
steamer, but her whereabouts have not been as- 
certained. a 


Since the above was in type, the Gendu has 


returned to Hakodate, on account of meeting 
with so mach ice. 


FIRE ON 7HE BLUFF. 


—_—_—___@_______. 
The two-storied house standing on 243-8, 


Bluff, in the occupation of Captain Ekstrand, 


commander of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
steamer Saékyo Maru, was totally destroyed by 
fire on Wednesday afternoon. The fire broke 
out at 10 minutes to six o'clock in a bedroom 
in the upper storey, and within a very short time 
the whole building was in a blaze. Supt. 


Morgin, of the Y.F.B., was quickly on the spot’ 


with two small engines, fire-hooks, and hose- 
reels. But, as is always the case on the Bluff, 
there was hardly any water to be had, and the 
building was doomed from the outset. Still, 
the firemen of the Yokohama Brigade, the 
Bluff Police Brigades, and a fire detachment 
from the Russian cruiser Zadiaka, worked with 
a will to save what they could. To their 
exertions is due the saving of the servant's 
quarters. The premises and contents were in- 
sured, but Captain Ekstrand’s loss must be 
great, a8 many articles were destroyed that can 
never be replaced. 


THE REVOLT AT TAKU. 


a 
Mutinies among Chinese troops are so fre- 


think much of them. A rather serious case 
occurred in one of the celebrated Taku forts, 
on the Peiho river. It commenced on March 
17th, and went on for three days. The au- 
thorities say that it had its originin a gambling 
affray, but probably the old cause—official 
squeezing—was chiefly responsible. The muti- 
neers, using swords, killed five officers on the 
first day. Had they possessed rifles they would 
probably have done much greater mischief, but 
they had been deprived of their rifles and were 
awailing transports to carry them south for dis- 
bandment. The General commanding a neigh- 
bouring fort, marched up his men, and gave 
the mutineers a volley that killed three of their 
number. Two companies of the Viceroy’s 
body- guards, arriving subsequently from Tien- 
tsin, with machine guns, settled the business. 
The mutinous garrison were driven on board a 
transport, twenty lives having been sacrificed 
in all. 


ZHE SUSPECTED PLAGUE ON THE 
“ CHITTAGONG.” 


microscopical examination conducted by Dr. 
Kitazato and others into the case of the Chinese 
passenger on the Chisfagéng, suspected of being 
attacked with the plague, the learned savan? 
finds that the plague bacillus is entirely absent, 
and, though the case is very suspicious, the 
man is suffering froma far less serious com- 
plaint. He is recovering health rapidly. The 
Chitlagong goes down to the Nagaura Qua- 
rantine station for seven or nine days. The 
Quarantine station has not yet been formally 
opened, as the Cabinet has not issued orders 
to that effect; until it does the local authorities 
are helpless. 


Google 


quent that the outside world has ceased to} 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


oe __ 

{Our readers must distinctly understand that we are In po 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
Rpondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.} 


TRIPPING. 


To tHe Epitor oF THe “ JAPAN Matt.” 

Sirn,—It is evident that your Hongkong coice- 
spondent has not been reading his ‘ Thomas 4 
Kempis” lately. His last and very interesting 
letter contains the following :— There is a little 
book in English on The Imitation of Buddha, a 
compilation of gems from Buddhist writings, just 
as the g'eat Thomas 4 Kempis composed his Imi- 
tation af Christ from Christian writings.” 

If this book of Buddhist gems proves the person 
of whom the correspondent is writing to be a 
reverend maniac,” what adjective or noun should 
be used to characterize the person who thus de- 
scribes the Kempen Mystic’» book ? 

The matter would not be worth refering to, 
were it not one more instance of the lack of rever- 
ent care and Knowledge of the subject in hand 


when that which is most sacred in life is ap- 
proached. 
Your, &c., * 


April 6th, 1896. 


AN EASTER SERVICE. 


To THe EpItor OF THE ‘' JAPAN \IAIL.” 

S1r,—Seeing in the columns of yesterday’s Mas 
accounts of the Easter Services in both Cilnist 
Chuich and Union Church, Yokohama, I beg to 
seud you a short account of our services in Trinity 
Cathedral, Tokyo. ‘The interior of the Cathedral, 
which you no doubt know is one of the most 
beautiful in Tokyo, was handsomely decorated 
with white plum blossoms, combined with white 
camellias. The Anthem, ‘ Cheist, our Pass- 
over,” was excellently rendered by a choir, com- 
plising 15 soprani, together with alto, bassi, and 
lenori, the principal solos being taken by Mis. 
Longford and the Rev. J. M. Francis. The atten- 
dance was unusually large, most of the visitors 
from the Imperial and other hotels being present. 
The service was conducted by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
McKim, assisted by the Revs. T.S. Tyng and 
J. M. Francis. The Evening Choral Service was 
equally well attended, most of the congregations 
from the other churches being present. Thanking 
you in advance, for your kind insertion of this in 
your columns. 

Tremain, Sir, your faithfully, 


A CHORISTER. 
Tsukiji, Tokyo, April 71b, 1896. 


SOURCE OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


To tHe Epitor oF THE " JAPAN MAIL.” 

S1r,—That a book commonly called the Bible 
exists cannot be questioned. ‘That it is a very old 
book is equally undeniable. We are not to thank 
even infidels for the admission of these facts. 
Taking these universally admitted facts I proceed 
to the question as to the oripin of this book, for 
every book must have an origin. Prilgiim’s Pros 
gress could not have existed without a Bunyan, 
nor Paradise Lost without a Milton 3 neither could 
the Bible have come into existence without an 
Author. Who ishe? Not the Devil, nor demons, 
wor angels. Nobody believes that. Christian 
and sceptic alike ase united ia the common be- 
lief that the Bible was written by new. We then 
proceed at once to the point of inquiry. bi a 
kind of men wrote the Bible. Were they bad 
men? ‘This can hardly be, since :— 

1. It is all against bad men. Bad men don’t 
write books condemning themselves. It would 
certainly be as great a miracle as those claimed 
in this Book, for a bad man to publish to the wold 
a system of morals thoroughly antagonistic to 
bimself, and which consigned him to everlasting 
punishment in theend! But thisis exactly what 
the Bible does for bad men. 

2. Bad men cannot write a good book. As 
blood dues not come from turnips, neither do good 
books come from bad men ? “A yood tree cannot 
bring forth evil fruit; neither can as evil tree bring 
forth good fruit.” But as we shall not likely meet 
with much opposition thus far, I proceed to the 
common and otily objection left. 

‘The Bible was written by good men, but only 
men who were deceived. Were these men de- 
ceived as to what they wrote? Take for example 
a random selection from an abundance of the 
same kind, of these * witnesses.” ‘ That which 
we have heard, that which we have seen with our 
eyes, that which we beheld, and om hands hand- 
led, concerning the word of life (and the life was 
manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, 
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and declare unto you the life, the eternal life, 
which was with the Father, aud was manifested 
unto us); that which we have seen and heard de- 
clare we unto you also, that ye also may have fel- 
lowship with us: yea and our fellowship is with 
the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ: and 
these things we write that your joy may ke ful- 
filled.” 1 Jolin r.1-4, This witness plainly declares 
that he heard, saw, and felt that about which he 
writes. ‘To say this man was deceived is to reason 
contrary to all experience. It annihilates every 
historic fact the world has ever known. But we 
are not left to a number of the senses of only one 
wilness, but a number of the senses of hundreds 
of witnesses, all testifying to the same facts. 
Let him that rejects each testimony prove by 
any other that he was ever born, or who his 
parents are. How does he know that he came 
into the wold by birth, and she whom he calls 
mother is really so? Somebody told him so. 
Suppose he questions this, is there any other means 
of knowing? None whatever. Such an one must 
be content to grope his way in the dark, and for- 
ever be ignorant as to who is his father and mother, 
or whether really he has any at all, or sprang up 
from the earth like a toad-stool, But let me 
emphasize the fact that alt such testimony is re- 
ceived without the slightest questioning. What 
kind of testimony is it? Seeing, hearing, and 
feeling. The parents feel, see, and hear that ona 
certain time a child was born unto them; and 
afterwards they tell little Julonie about it or he 
could never have known of such an event: never ! 
Johnote never thinks to question such evidence for 
one moment, but goes through life believing it just 
as though it were really true: but when he grows 
to be a man, upon precisely the same kind of 
evidence, increased aun hundred-fold, he denies 
the existence of his Creator and his Redeemer. 

If, then, these witnesses were not deceived, God 
spoke of old time “unto the fathers in the pro- 
phets,” and ‘hath at the end of these days spoken 
unto us in his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also he made the worlds ; 
who being the effulgence of his glory, and the very 
image of his substance, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had made 
purifications for sins, sat down on the cight hand 
of the Majesty on high.” ‘ And” too ordained 
that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name unto all the nations, begin- 
ning at Jerusalem.” [tis a notable fact that these 
witnesses to the facts of the gospel did not go to 
some dark and superstitious corner of the earth, 
but began their testimony right where the facts 
occurred, aud while they were yet fresh in the minds 
of the people. No contemporary witness of an 
opposite view has ever seen fit to give a plausible 
refutation of these facts. The men themselves 
could not have been deceived from reasons already 
given; nor were they bad men trying to practice 
deception for’ reasons equally apparent. But 
these men confidently affirmed that Jesus arose 
from the dead, that they saw him, handled him, and 
heard him, that he ascended into heaven and em- 
powered them by the Holy Spirit to speak the 
things which they proclaimed. But Jesus received 
all he taught the apostles from the Father. We 
therefore conclude that this book, commonly called 
the Bible, came from God. And the contents of 
the book are worthy just such a Being as we con- 


ceive him to be. 
; J. M. McCALEB. 
April 4th, 1896. 


THE KING OF KOREA’S TOP.KNOT. 


To THE Enitor oF THE " JAPAN Malt.” 
Sirn,—The Fapan Mail of the 16th of March 


contained an article under the caption of " The 
Korean King imposed upon by his Interpreter,” 
in which you have quoted fiom the Fizz that Sd 
Tai-phil, a Privy Councillor, and mfluential pro- 
American politician,” who was supposed to have 
detected the deception played by the Russian 
Interpreter Kim Hong Yeuk, while he was inter- 
preting for the King and the Russian Minister on 
the matter of the King’s coiffure. I suppose this 
**S6 Tai-phil’’ was meant for myself, so [ take the 
liberty to write you, and ask you to correct the 
misrepresentation of the facts in the case. In 
the first place, His Majesty the King never had 
his top-knot on since the 11th of Feb., and second. 
ly Mr. Kim never told His Majesty to put the 
top-knoton. At least, I never had the knowledge 
of these facts. ‘The story is very erroneous to the 
last degree, and it does an extreme injustice to His 
Majesty as well as to Mr. Kim Hong Yeuk. The 
King is as progressive in his ideas and actions as 
any monarch in the Orient, and I do not believe 
that he will ever go back to the old fashion in the 
matter of his hair dressing. Mr. Kim is a trusted 
interpreter of the Russian legation, and he is a 
man of great ability and honour. I never liketo be 
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represented as an accuser of His Majesty for un- 
progressiveness; and I would not slander Mr. 
Kim for deception while I am ignorant of the facts 
in the matter, Please insert this letter at early 
date to right the wrong that has been done to 
His Majesty and Mr. Kim Hong Yeuk. 


Yours truly, PHILIP JAISOHN. 
Séul, Korea, March 30, 1896. 








AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
—___—___.—___—__——. 
By Joun Prummer, M.J.S. 


Sydney, February rath. 

At present wothing has been done by the 
Australian colonies with respect to the Anglo- 
Japanese Treaty, and although there has been 
considerable talle of a conference of Colonial 
premiers, nothing has been made public respect- 
ing the probable date or place of meeting. Inthe 
meantime, the subject continues to form a theme 
for newspaper discussion from various points of 
view, aud it is easy to perceive that Australian 
public opinion is strongly adverse to the colonies 
availing themselves of the provisions of the treaty. 
Perhaps the popular feeling in Australia is most 
emphatically expressed in a somewhat lengthy 
atlicle in a recent issue of the Brisbane Courter, 
in which it is observed that ‘the obvious advan. 
tages to be derived from joining in the treaty 
are great, for it offers the colonies new opportu- 
nities of extending their export trade,” but, at the 
same time, “there seems to be one serious dis- 
advantage in the danger that under the provisions 
of the treaty there might be a peaceful invasion of 
Australia, and especially of Queensland, by un- 
governable multitudes of Japanese subjects.”’ This 
is the real secret of the difficulty. The possibility 
of extensive Japanese or any other Asiatic im. 
migration is quite sufficient to arouse the hostility 
of the labouring class population in the colonies, 
whose favourite cry is ‘‘ Australia for the Austra- 
lians,” and there is no colonial ministry, 
however strong, that would venture to place 
itself in opposition to public sentiment. The 
Brisbane Courier says :—‘ When Me. Parsous 
assures us that the Japanese show a ‘una- 
tional alertness, quickness, and definess that 
augur success,’ aud Mr. Marks tells us that 
if Australia did not take advantage of the 
treaty ‘ possibly the Japanese Government might 
turn nasty, and retaliate by a wall of tariffs’ against 
Australian exports—that ‘Japan is becoming a 
mighty nation, that her people feel it, and are not 
to be played with any more’—and that as a naval 
power Japan is ‘the Great Britain of the East’ 
—we cannot easily limit the expansive enterprise 
of that country. Already complaints have been 
heard that not only are Japanese divers em- 
ployed in the Torres Straits pearl fisheries, but 
that the vessels engaged in them are passing into 
the hands of Japanese owners who are gradully 
wresting the pearling industry and trade out of 
British hands. And, although if may be pleaded 
that the new treaty confers no right upon 
the Japanese to fish in British waters or mine 
in British soil, but merely to travel, trade, and 
reside in any part of the British dominions 
to which the treaty applies, it may be urged that 
when Formosa has been subdued and occupied, 
the Japanese may look farther afield, and swoop 
down upon Australia in irresistible numbers. 
Perhaps, however, Messrs. Parsons, Alexander, 
Marks, and Satow are right, and that the Japan- 
ese will not—as they now do not although at liberty 
to come of they wish—invade the colonies in em- 
barrassing numbers. But the apprehension is 
vot unfounded that they may ultimately extend 
their enterprises too far in our direction. Weare 
told that woollen factories are being established 
in Japan on alarge scale. Would it not be con- 
ceivable, then, that the raw materials required for 
them should be saised in Torres Straits, by Ja- 
panese as peatl-shell has already been raised in 
Torres Straits, by Japanese labour, employed by 
Japanese station-owners? Or, might not some 
of our sugur plantations, or even our gold mining 
plants, pass into Japanese hands, and be worked, 
exclusively by Japanese labour, skilled and un- 
skilled P Queensland settlement is yet in the em- 
bryonic stage; our country is an ‘investment 
colony ” whose property, real and personal, is 
largely in the hands of absentees. Might not some 
of our absentee proprietary institutions, trading 
and other, find it to the advantage of the sharehold- 
ers to transfer at present inconvertible properties to 
Japanese purchasers commanding the capital re- 
quisite for the improvements necessary to make 
the properties pay with the aid of comparatively 
cheap Japanese labour P Such enterprises would 
result in the establishment in various parts of the 
country of Asiatic communities conducting their 
affairs in their own peculiar manner, largely sup- 


plying theic own food and clothing necessities, and 
living their own different lives—-transplanting in 
fact, bits of Japan to eligible spots in Queensland, 
and possibly obscuring our European civilisation ? 
Who can forecast the scope of Japanese enterprise 
twenty years hence? Two years ago the attack 
upon China with ten times the population, was 
held to be presumptuous, but to-day Japan is re- 
cognised as the paramount naval power of the 
Orient, and one which, but for Russian interven- 
tion, would ere now be administering the govern- 
ment of the Chinese Empire. Moreover, Japan 
is a thickly populated country, and the probabllity 
is that as the spirit of adventure develops immi- 
gration will be found as indispensable to Japan as 
ithas been to England. And it is quite certain 
that the uninhabited spaces of Australia will even- 
tually be largely peopled by immigration from 
beyond the sea. We cannot exclude population, 
but we may choose our immigrants. With the 
new treaty in force there would apparently be no 
such choice, and therefore it belhoves our govern- 
ments to inquire whether some reservation of right 
in respectol Japanese immigration should not be 
made prior to sanction being given to the exten- 
sion to Australia of the provisions of the treaty. 
If it be granted that the Japanese may under con- 
ceivable ci:tcumstances be attracted to the country 
in embarrasing multitudes, it must surely be ad- 
mitted that timely safeguards should be taken 
against that contingency.” 

In the foregoing lengthy quotation from the 
Queensland journal are foreshadowed the objec- 
tions that will be urged at the approaching confer- 
ence tothe colonies availing themselves of the pro- 
visions of the treaty. It is pointed out that there is 
no middle course left open to the colonies. They 
must say either “yes”? or no’; and their deci- 
sion must be made known in Tokyo before the 
25th August next. After that date their oppor- 
tunity will belost. Mr. Alexander Marks says that 
the Japanese Government is prepared to make 
a separate treaty with the colonies; but, remarks 
the Brisbane Courter, ‘‘ that is impossible. Trea- 
ties can only be made by ‘high contracting 
Powers,’ and not by dependencies. And if any 
colony once allows the treaty to come into force 
within its jurisdiction it can only obtain its revi- 
sion, if required, through the British Government. 
We already know how difficult this is to accom- 
plish, as one or more of the British treaties with 
Continental Powers impose disabilities upon Aus- 
tralian products; and we have been informed that 
norediess can be obtained short of ‘denouncing ’ 
the treaties, the effects of which are too serious 
for the Imperial Government to encounter,” 

The Coursey also observes that it may be re- 
matked that the new treaty is vot truly re- 
ciprocal, in that there will still be ‘closed ports” 
in Japan, and that it will not apply to the coasting 
trade of either country. The protocol accompany- 
ing the treaty provides a tariff, which is already 
in operation upon British goods imported into 
Japan, by which duties varying from § to 10 per 
cent, are imposed upon specified commodities, not 
one of which includes any Australian product. 
All other imports bear the duties according to the 
“General Statutory Tariff of Japan,” and will be 
unaffected by the treaty. It is apparent, there- 
fore, that some Australian products at least ought 
to be placed on the special list before the provi- 
sions of the treaty are extended to this country. 
With Australian interests thus safeguarded ap- 
plication of the treaty would probably be a great 
and unmixed good. But we are not sanguine of 
any advantage to be directly realised from the 
forthcoming Conference. A federal authority is 
obviously wanted to deal with questions like this, 
and the application of the treaty should be made 
under conditions previously approved by a Fede- 
cal Parliament. We doubt whether the Con. 
ference will assume the responsibility of recom- 
mending the application of the treaty at present, 
if only because such recommendation could hardly 
be unanimous. But it is quite possible that one 
or more colonies may determine to force the hands 
of the others by individually adopting the treaty, 
which course might prove a public misfortune.” 

In New South Wales the Western Herald, 
published inthe Riverina district, and one of the 
most impartial and independent papers in the 
colony, remarks that the treaty is essentially a 
commercial one, securing to the contracting parties 
certain distinct advantages in each other’s ports 
and markets. ‘ From the English point of view 
itis doubtless a very advantageous arrangement, 
and none theless so because it is equally beneficial 
to the other party to the bargains Even to Aus- 
tralia, if only the trade aspect is considered, it is 
more than probable the acceptance of the treaty 
would be followed by good results. But there are 
other things to consider than the procuring of 
markets for our produce or the opening up of fresh 
avenues of trade, desirable though all this may be 
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and is. But the nation that in a desire for profit- 
able barter is prepared to sink all those other and 
higher factors which so largely influence the cur- 
rent of national life, would soon be overtaken by 
the nemesis of its folly. Britain may perhaps with 
every confidence and safety enter into the closest 
trade relationship with Japan or any other Asi- 
atic people, even though—as in the present case— 
there is a stipulation for the free entry of the 
people of either power into the tertitories of the 
other. But England is placed in one set of cir- 
cumstances, and Australia in another. England 
is distant from Japan; Australia is almost con. 
tiguous thereto. England is a densely populated 
country, looking continuously for fresh fields for 
her emigrants, instead of offering attractions to 
immigrants coming from other lands. In Aus- 
tralia the position is reversed. With vast areas, 
undeveloped resources, and a sparse population, 
this continent offers opportunities which a clever, 
pushing people like the Japanese would be prompt 
to seize as the pressure of their own increasing 
numbers begins to force them abroad.” 

The Western Herald admits all the good qualities 
of Japanese people, but remarks that the fact of 
the Japanese worker being a paragon of in- 
dustrial virtue does not enable Australia ‘to 
answer the question,—is an admixture of Japanese 
blood with that of the Anglo-Saxon a desirable 
experiment to carry outin Australia? If the Japa- 
nese are permilted to come to these shores they 
will of necessity do one of twothings. They will 
either labour here for a uumber of years, hoarding 
what they can, with a view to an ultimate return 
to their own land, or they will come to stay and 
by intermarriage absorb, or become absorbed 
in, the people among whom they have settled. 
Neither of these alteratives is to be contemplated 
with equanimity. ‘The first is a distinct economic 
and industrial evil which we may well be spared, 
The latter is a more serious danger to guard 
against which every possible precaution ought to 
be exercised. The Australian who would incur 
this risk would be either lamentabiy ignorant of 
the possible consequences, or woefully deficient in 
that patriotism which above all else must desire to 
maintain the British type free from the vitiating 
influences of any extraneous and inferior element.” 

In Tasmania, the Launceston Examiner, re- 
viewing the utterances of the Australian press, 
seems inclined to make light of the objections 
raised. It says—'‘ Queensland is not inclined to 
avail herself of the treaty; the South Australian 
Treasurer stated in Sydney that that colony was not 
particularly anxious either, but would follow the 
lead of other colonies. Sydney as the propos- 
ed centre of the new subsided Japanese line of 
trading steamers will doubtless lend a favourable 
ear to the scheme, but the ‘cheap labour’ seuti- 
ment will be worked for all it is worth. We have 
become so accustomed to State paternalism in 
these colonies that we are in danger of becoming 
frightened at our own shadow. The discussion on 
the Federal Bill demonstrates that we are mutu- 
ally afraid of one another, and if this element is 
prominent when the Japanese treaty comes on for 
discussion there is little prospect of any great trade 
being done with that country.” 


In connection with these expressions of Aus- 
tralasian newspaper press opinion may be taken 
some remarks by Mr. T. J. Byrnes, Queensland’s 
Attorney-General, who, together with the Queens- 
land Premier and the Queensland Minister for 
Works and Railways, has just arrived in Sydney 
after a visit to Hawaii. Mr. Byrnes professes to 
have seen in that island some of the possible effects 
ofextensive Japanese immigration, and to have 
found in them a strong argument against the 
Australian colonies becoming parties to the Anglo- 
Japanese treaty. After describing the state of 
political affairs in the islands, Mr. Byrnes events 
on to say—"' I consider that one of the future pro- 
blems of Hawaii is the presence of the Japanese 
there. There are more than 25,000 there, who are 
principally men, and many of them have been 
trained in the army. There are about 40,000 
Hawaiians and half-castes, about 13,000 Portu- 
guese, about the same number of Chinese, and 
the remainder of the population, which is only a 
very small part of it, consists of Americans and 
Europeans. With the Hawaiians left out of the 
government of the country the Japanese would be 
the largest element here, and they have demanded 
the franchise. I do not see how the Republic of 
Hawaii, if it lasts in its present form, can refuse 
it tothem. They are intelligent and industrious, 
and they have gone there to stay. The monarchi- 
cal Government might be justified in continuing 
to treat them as aliens—a monarchical Govern- 
ment that merely continued the old native domina- 
tion of the islands. But how can a republic refuse 
the franchise to the Japanese who are settlers 
there when they base their institutions on the 
American system, which absolutely gave the 


franchise to American wegro slaves? If the 
Japanese get the franchise they will cule the is- 
lands, and the Hawaiian group will really become 
a dependency of Japan, That isa very serious 
problem, not only for us but also for America and 
England, because the result would be a large 
Japanese settlement comparatively close to Ame- 
rica andright between Canada—that is, the West- 
ern States of Canada—and our own country.” 

These observations of Mr. Byrnes have attracted 
much attention, and it is understool that one result 
has been a formal interview between Mr. Reich, 
the New South Wales premier, and the Queensland 
Ministers, at which the provisions of the treaty 
were touched upon, with a view to the intended 
intercolonial conference, which is arranged shall 
take place early next month, probably in Syd. 
ney, when Mc. Want, the New South Wales 
Attorney-General, will have returned from his 
visitlo Japan. Lately the Sydney papers published 
the following extract from a letter sent by “ a resi- 
dent in Japan” toa friend in Sydney—“ If writers 
in Australia have any consideration for the repu- 
tation of themselves and their countrymen as sane 
people, they should cease to send such apparent 
evidence of the Australian writers, and public 
speakers being pitiably ignorant. Such utter, 
unspeakable trash as the enclosed, and other 
speeches and publications which I have lately 
read, pass man’s understanding. They all wholly 
miscomprehend the situation. As for the wonder- 
ful development and expansion of trade with 
Australia or elsewhere, it is pure imagination. 
There is to be no change whatever in the commer- 
cial relations of Japan to the rest of the world, 
except the imposition of increased import duties: 
absolutely no other change from what is and has 
prevailed hitherto. Iu many respects, China is 
and has been much more liberal towards foreigners 
than Japan, notwithstanding the impressions to 
the contcary which prevail. For instance, mis- 
sionaries are allowed to go into the interior of 
China, but they have never been allowed to go 
beyond the confines of the ‘Tieaty Ports in Japan; 
the Cluistian religion has been tolerated, but 
never recognised by the Government of Japan.” 

Mr. W. J. Lyne, the leader of the New South 
Wales parliamentary Opposition, in the course of 
a lecture delivered in Sydney last night, said that 
in regard to the Australian boot trade, the Japan- 
ese, who had during the past four years learned 
all they could from the British in this industry, 
were to-day working in their own country in the 
boot trade for 3s. 3d. per week, and were thus 
enabled to land boots and shoes in Syduey at 5s. 
6d. per pair. The same article with our present 
rate of wages could not be made in the colony 
under 12s. of 13s. perpair. It was madness to try 
to compete with the Japanese under such condi- 
tions. The only remedy was to give assistance to 
those who were being dragged down. In one of 
of the largest buildings in Sydney he had that day 
been shown a pattern of a venetian blind: it was 
intended to use the same description of blinds 
right throughout the building. These blinds were 
to be imported from Japan. That might seem to 
be a small matter; but, as a Japanese woolbuyer 
had well remarked, ‘‘ Australians were asleep, 
and the Japanese would swallow them before they 
knew where they were.” Referring to these re- 
marks the Sydney Daily Telegraph states that 
while its reporter was talking to the boot em- 
ployés the same night, in connection with 
the dispute in their trade, these very statements 
were laughed at, and it was shown that in Japan 
the common article of foot-wear was a sandal, 
which lasted only a few days, but which was so 
inexpensive that a person’s total expenditure in 
this direction amounted only to about 5s. annu- 
ally. There was only one small factory where 
leather boots were made in Japan, and this was 
started by a Frenchman, who was subsequently 
bought out by a native, and the output was so 
small that he had his whole work cut out to sup- 
ply orders from the Mikado and his suite, as well 
as the foreign residents. 
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CHANTABOON. 
eaRCn ene” wee eee 


We take the following from the Siam Free 
Press of March 11th :— 


We have received information from reliable 
sources of severe fighting in Chantaboon and 
neighbourhood between Chinese Secret Soceities 
and Annamites. The Siamese authorities are al- 
leged to be helpless before the formidable nature 
of the outbreak, and the Governor has implored 
the French to render him assistance in suppressing 
the disorders in the province, We are informed 
that the French authorities have refused to inter- 
fere. It is feared the disorder will spread and that 
the thousands of native miners at Pailin may take 
sides in the quarrel. 


Google 


It is commented upon as somewhat a curious 
coincidence that disorders should have broken out 
almost simultaneously at Chantaboon and Battam- 
bong. The situation in the provinces of the 
South-West is considered extremely grave. 

We give the above information with all reserve, 
though our sources of information are unimpeach- 
able. It is somewhat curious to note—though we 
aitach no importance to the fact—that the Chan- 
taboon line should have broken down after this 
news arrived in Bangkok. The Havas wire came 
through, and then the line was “interrupted.” 
We have attempted to send two wires to Chanta- 
boon, but have not succeeded owing to this sudden 
interruption, . 

Some time ago we were informed that the head 
of a Chinese Secret Society at Chantaboon had 
been to Bangkok, and had reported himself in 
ce:itain high Siamese quarters. It was also 
brought to our attention that on his return the 
members of his Society assumed a very dominate 
ing manner, and caused a great deal of annoy- 
ance to Christians in the town, In that case we 
believe the French military authorities also refused 
to interfere and referred complaints to the civil 
power. As far as can be learned, it seems the 
provinces are in a state of great unrest and the 
immediate future of that portion of Siam is full of 
startling possibilities. 

From other sources we learn that a severe fight 
between two Chinese factions took place a few 
week ago. Whether the Siamese governor then 
asked the French to interfere is not known. Ac- 
cording to this authority, any serious fighting 
between the natives and Annanities at Chanta- 
boon was extremely unlikely, and that if such 
were the case the French forces would probably 
interfere to maintain order. 


SUPPLEMENTARF BUDGETS FOR 
THE 29T FISCAL YEAR. 


-—----. 


A. 
SUPPLEMENTARY SPECIAL ACCOUNT. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy. 
YoxnosuKA ADMIRALTY SHIP-BUILDING Funp. 
REVENUE, 


I.—Receipts from Yoko- Governuant Amenpen 
suka Admiralty for Estimate, Estimate. 
Ship-building Ma- 
terials .....csseseeeese 196,Q00.000 — 


EXPENDITURE. 
I.—Purchase of Ad- 
miralty Ship-build- 
ing Materials ,..... 220,000.000 
Kurg ADMIRALTY SHIP-BUILDING FunpD. 
REVENUE. 
I.—Receipts from Kure 
Admiralty for Ship- 
building Materials. 64,482.000 


EXPENDITURE. 
I.—Purchase of Ad- 
miralty Ship: build- 
ing Materials ,..... 209,482.000 
SasgBo ADMIRALTY SHIP-BUILDING Funp. 
REVENUE. 
I.—Receipts from Sasebo 
Admiralty for Ship- 
building Materials. 59,400,000 
EXPENDITURE. 
I1—Purchase of Ad- 
miralty Ship-build- 
ing Materials .,.... 154,000.000 
DgraRTMENT OF EpucarIon. 
IMPERIAL UNIVERSITY. 


EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 
VI.—Receipts for Scientific 
Exploration Fund. 5,383.732 
EXTRAORDINARY EBXPENDITURE. 
IV.—Scientific Exploration 
Fund (Formosa)... 5,383.732 


B. 
(Adjustment of Deficits in Ordinary Budget.) 


SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET. 


(No. I.) 
ORDINARY REVENUE, 
II. Receipts from Regis- 
tration & Stamps. 6,423,993.525 
1. Receipts from 


Registration ...... 340,614.715 _ 
2. Receipts from 

Stamps .....0s0000+ 6,083,378.810 — 

IV.—Miscellaneous 

Receipts ...sccsevers 1,196.g10 — 
5. Payments for Relief 

of families of Go- 

vernment Officers 1,196,910 _ 





Total ..¢+0. 6,425,190.435 


[April 11, 1806. 
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: = iscellaneous 
EXTRAORDINARY REVENUB. 6. Travelling Expenses 2,000.000 6, Misce 
IV Miscellaneous 7. Miscellaneous Al- Allowances and Se 
: Recent a lowance Expenses.. 3,600.000 _ Expenses ..ssesseees : »009.500 =s, 
PES sseseseeevee 31215,750.000 X1.—Hokkaido Admi- 7. Purchase of Breeding 
3+ Tnterest... sees 3s115+750-000 = i Horses & Feeding.. 50,698.263 — 

Vi. —Coniributions to wistration Board ,,, 11,481.163 _ & ’ 

War-vessel Con. 2. Office Expenses ... 332.823 a DgPaRTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS. 
struction Fund,,, —11,969.100 — 7. Conscription Ex. I.—Depariment proper 9,720.470 = 

IX.—Appropriated from PEASES seceesseee sees 8,117,093 i 1. Salaries and 

Previous Year’s 14. Travelling Expenses 1,510-670 ms Allowances .......6. 4,500,000 _ 
Account 1,651,352.691 — 15- Miscellaneous 2. Office Expenses... 1,248.135 — 
X.—G iment Loans Allowances = and 7. Travelling Expenses 2,749.670 — 
wT Goaind Renae 8,374,500.000 — XI a Sa 7a 1,520.580 oF 8. Miscellaneous ; 
ececcresecce 3 = —Fuan en All . an 
~ Fotal ......135153,571-791 — (Conscription Ex- Hcpaniaee <cesene 1,222.665 — 
Grand Total...19,578,762.226 — PENSES) vrseveeeserere 34,017-160 ms 11,—Communication 
arr Pe ge Expenses .......s000+ 142,920-309 — 
ORDINARY BXPENDITURE. Total... §1,218.326 =e eo Galacies gad 
DeraRtMeNnT OF Home AFFAIRS. DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, Allowances veccccece 21,796.000 = 
XI.—Hokkaido Admi- I.—Department Proper 23,694.460 — a. Office Expenses... 8,164.465 _ 
nistration Board... 3,630.000 — 1. Salaries and Allow- 3. Repairs seeneeeeeene 700.000 — 
1. Salaries & Allow- ANCES. .....secesseeeeee 1I,180.000 ~ 6. Communication 
ANCES eccece eetesses eee 3,000,000 — 2. Office Expeuses... 2,092.595 —— business eencsecsenves 79,023-376 = 
14. Travelling Expenses 630.000 — 8. Travelling Expenses 6,390.200 = 8. Repayments ...... 5,018.760 — 
DgPARTMENT OF FINANCE. ee ‘ = Webel eee 10,866,510 _— 
—National owances an ; 8 
iy mecca fee Expenses .....sccsee 4,031.665 _ Allowances = and 
harges) tee " 180 798.063 _ I1I.—Pensions and An- Expenses ...cceove 17)351-198 a 
Mill.—fex Collection nuities (Special Au- I1f.—Nautical Signals, 22,092.134 = 
in Unterior.......ce000 245,112+545 _ NUILES) sesreveees sence 300.000 — 1. Salaries and 
i. Salacies: & Allows XII.—Customs ......... 16,462.000 _ Allowances ....000 51520.000 ee 
“ahees 116,691.000 cont 1. Salaries and Allow- 5: Nautical Signal 
: Olfice Expenses. 2.244.414 _ BIICES...ccscces Re eeree 5.040.000 omnis business ececcenccose 12,022.134 —_ 
3. Expenses connected ; 2. Office Expenses... 2,757.000 — 7. Travelling ........  1,837.300 _ 
with stamps, &c.... 11,349.13! — 4. Repairs wesw 657.000 = By Nalacellaveans 
g. Travelling Expenses 50,688.000 _ 7. Travelling Expenses 1,367.000 = Allowances = and 
10. Miscellaneous Al. ~ 8. Miscellaneous Expenses w..... demeg) Aaphas{ 00 a 
lowances and Ex- Allowances = and Grand Total of 
penses .. 64,140.000 ae Expenses .......0... 6,641,000 — Ordinary eee 
Total of Ordi- ae, ae wegen | &V.—Management of Expenditures,..1,081,882.965 = 
nary Expenditure.. 429,540.608 — Money (Formosan EXTRAORDINARY BXPENDITURES, 
EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE. XV eDenortanent 703,041,015 DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. of Colonization ... 141,320,000 — V.—New Construction, 420.000 — 

II ].—Expenses of manu- 1. Salaries and Allow- VII.—Management of 
facture and issue of ANCES. sessscessessesses 83,095,000 — War Indemnity ... 77,156.660 —_ 
Government Bonds 2. Office Expenses... 18,540.000 _ VIII.—-Rewards, Deco- 

(Public Undertakings 3 Repaits ..scccrsceee 3,000,000 =m rations, BC. 66... 931385.000 sons 
Loan) ..... seesseeee — 42,366.633 = 4. Allowances for 1X.—Colonial Depart. 

V.—Repairs and Con- Casisalities ...ccccce 5.000 mae ment Fittings ...... 5,000,000 — 
struction (Esta- §. Indemnities and DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy. 
blishment of Leaf- Law-suits ...sscseeeee 25,000 ~ X.—Admiralty  Ship- 
tobacco Stations).1,130,250.000 — 6, Travelling Ex- building Fund...... 345,534.284 _— 

Grand Total of Lx- iV tier piel sect; 4 bak / 51000 = DeraRTMENT oF Epucarion. 
penditures ......, ea — 7° oa I.—New Coustruction.. 16,841.480 ome 
oir Expetises ...... seases 15,480.000 — IL—Fitting Expenses 

Leaf cee Manage- inden seca (Observatory)......  1,246.780 — 

agth Fiseal yoatssctetgeagocos UMass RATS) aia ee 
3oth Fiscal year......3,083, 300.000 ; DgPARTMENT oF War. ploration Fund .,.  5,383.732 — 

C I].—Military Expenses 322,078.541 _ bsserrased of vie 

: 2. Miscellaneous cine at Kyoto (new 
(E i Svar ei cde Allowances ......... 20,453.840 construction) ,..... 88,465.000 hos 

tstablishment of Colonial Department and 4. Provisions wie 49,154.823 
other Measures.) 5. Clothing ..ccccsscces 75:446.548 DEEAREME NY OF Aas lCOlTU Re oe 
(No. 1.) 6. Acms and Ammu- VI.—New Construction aa 

ORDINARY REVENUR. 8 a 40,145.170 = (Breeding Paddocks 

I.—'l'ax (Customs Duties) 5,870.790 _ ErcisSes wiessceeseee 18,044,500 a, VII ae eure ag Pres 66,990.000 aa 

II.—Receipts from 9. Medical Expenses 1,244,467 _ "Prod Exhibiti 
Government En- 10. Office Expenses... 95,394.593 — aT roducts Exhibition 53,395.370 a 
terprise Propecty. 128,736.579 =, 11. Barcack Necessities 2,143.340 — V ae International 

2. Miscellaneous 17. Travelling Expenses 20,051.260 — : Cee Expenses pee ee a 
° . e ce x ses... ’ .Q70 — 
5. Receipts from Post di II.—Naval Expenses (Sala- 3. Miscellaneous 
and Telegraphs... 118,484.829 a ties & Allowances). 7,032.600 — Allowances and 
1V.— Miscellaneous DgPARTMENT OF EpucaTION. Expenses v.s.essseee 13,103.350 
P oe a 1,449.160 = I1I.—Central Observa- DEPARTMENT OF CoMMUNICATIONS. 
Ce ee tory wa. tisesseseesss — 39502,680 — 1.—Subsidies ............ 675,327,446 = 
of Survivors of Go- i‘; Salaries aud “Alec ‘ Navigation ee 75»327.44 
vernment Officers 1,449-160 aoe lowances Ceovereccocs 720.000 cas sion Funnd..cscccccees 283,278.895 =<, 
Se ee 2. Office Expeuses.., 560.500 — Navigation En- 
T +. : 4, & 
olal ...... 136,056.528 _ 6. Travelling Expenses 1,210,980 = couragement Fund. 292,048.55: — 
EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 7- Miscellaneous 5. Shipsbuilding En- 

VI.—Contributions to Allowances = and couragement Fund. 100,000.000 _ 
War-vessel Cone FEXPeNseS ....00-ce00e 1,011.200 —_— 11.—Consteuctions and 
sttuction Fund .,.  15,158.860 — VIL—Common School Repairs....ssseesee0e+ 138,995-290 — 

1X.—Appropriated Education Aid ... 96,874.350 Te 12, New Construction 35,797.250 — 
from Previous 1. Additional Salacies 14+ Repairs ssereree — 24454.400 

. Year's Account,..2,518,944.348 to Teachers for 15. Purchase of Ships 
Grand Total of long services _ 


Revenues ,..2,670,159.737 _ 
ORDINARY EXPENDITURE, 
DEPARTMENT OF ForgEIGN AFFAIRS. 
Il.—Legations and Con. 
sulates Aboard, Man- 
agement of Korean 
Settlement ......... 44,460.000 — 
DepaRTMEeNT oF Home APFaIRs. 
II1.—Office Proper .., 5:720:000 — 
2. Office Expenses... 120,000 _ 


~ Google 


96,874.350 


DgPpaRTMENT OF AGRICULTURB AND COMMERCE. 


IX.—Horse Improve- 


ment ..... paniense sees 97,166.080 
1. Salaries and 

Allowances ......... 12,200.000 
2. Office Expenses... 16,156.217 
3. Allowances _—_ for 

Casualties... ssccccsse 30.000 
4. Indemnities and 

lawesuits ......8. veie 60.000 


5. Travelling Expenses 9,153,100 


1 | 


and Boats.........,.. 100,743.640 — 
Total of Extra 
OPIN ALY EX. ee ees ee 
penditures ...1,588,276.772 
Grand total of Ex- 
penditures ,.....2,670,159.737 
(No. 2.) 
Second Marine Products Ex- 
hibition Expenses.. 159,800.000 
2gth fiscal year ,..... 53,395.370 
goth fiscal year ,,,,., 100,654.630 
3tst fiscal yearswene  55750.000 


April 11, 1896.] 
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Purchase of Training 
Ships for Mecchant 


Matine School.,..... 181,934-995 “s 
2gth fiscal year .,..., 100,743-640 8 
goth fiscal year ,..... 81,191-355 = 

D. 


(Coronation of the Czar.) 
EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE, 
IX.—Approptiated from 
Previous Year's 
Account ...... seeeee Q5»820.450 
EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF ForeiGn AFFAIRS. 
IIl.—Expenses for At- 
tending Coronation 
Ceremony,....sseee0e 95,820.450 
E 


(Troops at Weihaiwei, Formosan Affairs, and 
Extraordinary War Fund Affairs still to be dis- 
posed of.) 
SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET. 

ORDINARY REVENUE, 
VI.—Revenue from 
Formosa ,,,.,....6,682,236.603 
EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 
IX.—Appropriated 
from previous 
yeat’s Account..12,170,787.220 11,807,574.211 
X1.—Extraordinary 
War Fund ...... 19,560,484.019 16,602,858.763 
1. Appropriated 
from Surplus of 
Extraordinary 
War Fund Spe. 
cial Account ..,13,607,984.019 10,650,358.76 
2. War Loans Ap- ? meer 
plied for Extraor- 
dinary Rewards 5,952,500.000 
Total of 
Revenue ...38,413,507.842 35,092,669.577 
ORDINARY EXPBNDITURE. 


DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 
X1IX.—Formosan 





SF TT 


Expenses,.,..... » 6,031,715.72 928,705.22 
1. Civil Admini- Sere ey 
. StrAtion ....cer + 3:171,638.561 3,114,501.561 
ag eT eee 199,857.815 184,927.815 
3- Communications 767,388.347 737,823,847 
4. Opium Manu- 
FACLOTY... 6.600008 1,854,431-000 1,853,052.000 
5. Secret Service 
Bid savccsssecs »  38,400.000 — 
DgePaRTMENT OF War. 
Il—Military Ex. 
PENSES .....4004+.. 6,378,271.136 6,080,659.264 
1. Salaries and 
Allowances...... 938,893.826 _ 
2. Miscellaneous 
Allowances..,... 77:475-188 — 
4. Provisions...... 2,349,205.517 2,197,391.425 
5. Clothing......... 1,291,404.981 1,219,102.735 
6. Arms and Am- 
MUNILION w.,.006. 273,41 1.209 —_ 
7. Horses ......... 248,808.037 231,928.452 
8. Reviews and 
Exercises...... _ 12,883.200 — 
9g. Medical Expenses 149,193.48! 143,916.148 
10. Office Expenses 96,531.976 94,640.588 
11, Necessities for 
TeOOPGsissessesee »  90,926.108 83,487.610 
82. Repairs ..1...... 83,333.472 -- 
13. Allowances for 
Casualities ...... 7,625.000 — 
15. Convicts ...... 9,803.872 7,014.569 
16. Indemnities and 
Lawssuits ...... 300.000 —_ 
17. Travelling,..... 332,740.995 — 
18. Miscellaneous 
Allowances and 
Expenses... 3915594274 352,434.847 
a1. Secret Service 
Fund eereeeeeteen 26,300.000 ati 
I11,—Gendarmes 
Expenses......0. 1,516,231.151 1,400,416.372 
1. Salaries and 
Allowances..,,.. 391,183.040 a 
2. Miscellaneous 
Allowances,.....  38,201.170 
3. Clothing ...,.. 231,278,081 177,535:809 
4. Arms and Am- 
MUNILION,.ceceres 36,202.454 — 
5. Horses o.ie. 143,459,002 129,597.209 
6. Office Expenses 33,266.932 — 
8. Allowances for 
Casualties seeeee 4,235.000 a 
Q. Convicts... 1,540.440 = 
11. Travelling ...... | 37,495-770 _ 
12. Miscellaneous 
Allowances and 
Expensesisseree. 161,674.233 145,500,810 


Digitized by Gox gle 


13- Secret Service 











EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 





Fund . svasdebense 6,150.000 = VI.—Contributions to the 
14. Provisions...... 4315544.969  399,501.738 War-vessel Construc- 
. WHOS MINE cis cxoncacsasnane 83-333 — 
Total ssosee 7,894,502.287 7,481,075.636 1X.—Appropriated from the 
DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy. Previous Year's Account 27,620.042 _ 
II.—Naval Expenses 229,405.541 — a 
1. Salaries : and 9.495 :54 Total of Revenue... 27,711.708 -- 
Allowances......  48,608.241 — ORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
2. Miscellaneous DePARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
Allowances eeeee ' 10,522.048 — Il L G 6 6 
5. Provisions...... 19,016.562 — eStore “eae ra = " nen = 
6. Clothing ...... 2,157,984 Josh I. older owances oo ial 
10. Convicts ...... 2,830 400 — “~ T Sa sea" gg rhe ny 
11. Office Expenses 27,296,600 — 9- bade be i hips 99.940 _- 
12. Naval Stations, een “d Exp nid 3 
Mi Gaccsnnns eigen a ances and Expenses .,. 214.980 _ 
13. Repairs of War- EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
Vessels ...secees 53,572.39! _ DgPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. 
14. Repairs ......++. 14,911.554 = IL—Repairs and Construce 
15: Allowances for lies 25,105.484 = 
Casualities...... wwe -| if, —~ = a a ak Se peg tees 
20. Travelling...... 15,938.760 . : va 
ae Mlieccttacenen Total of Expenditure 27,7f1.708 
Allowances and H. 
Expenses ...... 7,865,101 — Construction or Osaka Appgat Courr. 
23. Secret Service EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 
POG: cssiccnsices 2,400.000 oo 1X.—Appropriated 





Total of Ordinary 
Expenditure ...14,155,623.551 13,639,186.400 
EXTAORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 
X.—Formosan Un. 
deitakings Ex- 
PCHSES....0sceee 4,697,400.272 4,692,802.972 
V.—Coustruction and = 
Initial Equip- 


ment Fund,,,... 157,921.492 


DeraARTMENT OF War. 
IX.—Extraordinary 
Military Fund..18,603,937.241 15,819,562.241 
DEPARTMENT OF THE Navy. 
X1I—Extraordinary 
Naval Fund ... 956,546.778 783,296,522 


_ 





Total of Extrao:di- 


nary Expenditure.24,257,884.291 21,453,483.1 
Giand Total of Ex- 9 53:493-177 


pendilures ......+..38,413,507-842 35,092,669.577 
F. 
(Relating to the repairs of the tivers under- 
mentioned,) 
ORDINARY RBVENUE, 
1V.— Miscellaneous 


Receipts..... nase 201.600 


5. Payments in Relief of 
Survivors of Govern- 
ment Officers... 201.600 _ 


EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 


V1I.—Coutributionsto 
War-vessel Con- 
struction Fund.. 

IX.—Approptiated 
from Previous 
Vear’s Account 

XII.—Expenuses to 
be borne by Lo- 
cal Office s...... 

Grand Total 
Revenue ..... sees 15358,613.585 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF Home AFFAIRS, 


2,016.000 


995,095.985 


361,300,000 


IV.—Civil Woks 
Expenses ...... 1,358,613.585 _ 
1. Salaries and 
Allowances,..... 20,160,000 — 
2. Office Expenses 4.787.495 == 
4: Travelling...... 22,007.840 — 
5- Miscellaneous 
Allowances and 
Expenses........ ; 9,776.250 — 
6. Repairs and 
Construction .., 582.000 _ 
12. Repairs of River 
PeliOievcnccecsives 150,000,000 —_Z 
24: Repairs of River 
TOON . bivsianresas 1,001,300,000 — 
25. Repairs of River 
Chikugo....... 150,000,000 - 
G 


SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET. 
(Law Courts in Hokkaido.) 
ORDINARY REVENUE, 


IV.—Miscellaneous Receipts 
(Relief Fund of Sur- 
vivors) Chddvepvererecngeeres 


8,333 


from Previous 
year’s account.. 91,200.000 
EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE, 
‘ (No. 2.) 
Total Construction 
Date <ivskbacneis 
2gth Fiscal year... 
goth Fiscal year... 
gist Fiscal year,., 
32nd Fiscal year., 


242,923.800 
gI,200.000 
89,787.000 
46,241.000 

, 15,695.800 


DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE (Specitat Funp), 
KEVENWE, 

I. —Receipts for Spe- 

cial Fund (In- 
demnily)....000 85,416,006.755 

EXPENDITURK. 

I1.—Outlays — froin 

Special Fund... 40,093,388.676 
J. 


ORDINARY REVENUE, 


IV.—Miscellaneous Receipts 
(Payments to Relief 
Fund of families of 


Government Officers) 26.880 





EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE, 
Vi.—Contributions to 
ar-vessel con- 
struction Fund,,.... 268.800 _— 
IX.—Appropriated from 
previous yeat’s ac- 
COUNE rcccccsnccceconeye 11,155-875 — 
Grand Total of es 
Revenue arcccccesers 11,451.555 — 
ORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 
I—Department Proper 5,094.770 es 
1. Salaries and Allow- 
ANICES ceccccccsccccvones 2,688.000 _ 
2. Office Expenses... 639.895 — 


8. Travelling Expenses 806.000 


g. Miscellaneous Sala- 
ries and Expenses.. 960.875 — : 


EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 
XI.—Establishment of 





Central Industrial 
Bank -ccsieass vveeseevee 6,356.785 — 
Grand Total o cnn 
Expenditures ...... 11,451.555 — 
K. 


EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 
IX.—Appropriated from 
previous year’s ac- . 

COUNL roceccccrecsserecs 4,656.261 

ORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF EpucaTION. 
IV.—Schools & Library 
(Imperial University) 4,656,261 
L. 
ORDINARY REVENUE. 


IV.—Miscellaneous Receipts 
(Payments to Relief 
Fund of Survivors of 


Government Officers) 148.710 ~ 
EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 
VI.—Contributions to 
War-vessel —con- 
struction Fund,,.... 1,487.100 _ 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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case, but in the meantime, I have sufficient evi- 
dence to make this general report, and in doing 
so will endeavour to state the facts as briefly as 
possible. 

When, on July 23rd, 1894, and just before the 
commencement of the Japanese-Chinese war, the 
Korean Palace at Sdul was taken possession of 
and occupied by the Japanese troops under the 
orders of Mr, Otori, then the Japanese Minister 
accredited to the Korean Government, the exten- 


1X.—Appropriated from 
previous year’s ac- 
count eoveseeeeeeseoenee 19,461.992 








Total ,.....s0e008 21,097-802 
ORDINARY &XPENDITURE. 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE, 


VIII.—Board of Audit. 21,097.802 
1. Salaries and Allow- 


ANCESsisssssessssesreee 14,871,000 _ sive Korean soldier barracks situated at the corner 
2. Office expenses ... 1,534.71! ~~ of the streets near the front and principal gate of 
3. Repairs scene 500:000 a the Palace grounds and not more than thirty 
4. Travelling... 1,671.760 — paces from the gate, were also taken possession of 
5. Miscellaneous Sala- and occupied by Japanese troops. 

ries and Expenses.. 2,520.33! = Before this time these barracks, which in fact 


command the chief entrance to the Palace grounds 
(such grounds being surrounded by walls from 
fifteen to twenty-five feet high), had been used by 
the Korean Palace guard. In August, 1894, the 
Japanese troops were withdrawn from the Palace, 
but they continued to occupy these very important 
barracks and have continued so to do until the 
present time. 

The Japanese Minister, Mr. Otori, was recalled 
and Count Inouye appointed in his place, and 


ORDINARY REVENUE. 

IV.—-Miscelianeous Receipts 

(Payments to Relief 

Fund for Survivors of 

Government Officers.) 767.360 

EXTRAORDINARY REVENUE. 

V1.—Contribufions to War- 

vessel Construction 


Fund soneeaseneceeoones 7:673.600 = some time afterwards the latter was also recalled 
1X.—Appropriated from and Viscount Miura appointed Minister, and he 
previous years ac- took official charge of the Japanese Legation in 
count Ceoencarece eevences 4,450.723 eae Séul on September 3rd, 1895. 
Total of Revenue ... 12,891 .683 — At no time had there been war between Korea 


DBgPARTMENT OF FINANCE. 

I1I].—Manufacture and 

Issue of Government 
Bound wicccsseceee 


and Japan, and indeed it was supposed that the 
relations between the two Governments were ex- 
ceedingly amicable; the Japanese Ministers exei- 
cised much influence in Korean affairs and advis- 
ed and brought about many changes in the Go- 
verument and laws. Alarge number of Japanese 
instructors and advisets were employed and paid 
by the Korean Government, especially inthe War, 
Police, and Law Departments. 

After the attack on the Palace on October 8th 
last, when it was reported that the Japanese 
troops had led in this attack and that a numerous 
band of Japanese, usually called Soshs, had gone 
with them into the Palace and, under their pro- 
tection and by theic aid, murdered the Queen and 
burnt her body, Viscount Miura was recalled by 
the Japanese Government and Mr. Sugimwa, 
Secretary of the Japanese Legation at Sdul, as 
well as more than forty other Japanese sent by 
the Japanese Government from Séul to Japan, 
were arrested for participation in said affair and 
tried by the Japanese courts in Japan sitting at 
Hiroshima and duly acquitted and discharged as 
innocent of any crime. 

The judgment of that court has been published ; 
and as it stales very many facts and as in quol- 
ing it, I can not be said to misrepresent the facts 
if [ adopt them from the judgment of the Japan- 
ese court, I here give a copy of that judgment 


12,891.683 


(Spectat Account.) 
DgPARTMENT OF EpucaTIion (IMPERIAL 
UNIVERSITY). 
ORDINARY REVENUE. 
I.—Imperial University 
(Government Out- 
lays) eeteeesecece 4,656.261 
ORDINARY EXPENDITURE. 
I.—Imperial University 
(Salaries and Al- 
lowances to Foreign 
Employés .... 


§:722.927 


(SpgciaL Account.) 
DEPARTMENTS OF FINANCE & COMMUNICATIONS. 
RAILWAY LOAN. 

Revenug (DgraRTMENT OF FINANCE.) 
I. —Railway Loan... 2,980,000.000 


ExpenDiITuRe (DepaRTMENT oF Com- 
MUNICATIONS.) 


I.—Railway Construc- 


tion Fund ...... _2,980,000.000 _ in full, 
I. Fukushima-Ao- (Here follows the judgment in question. Having already ap- 
mori Railway... 398,292.000 —_ peared in these columns, it need not be re-produced here.J 
2. T'suruga-Toyama : , * * 
Railway ..,...... | 281,708.000 sa It will be noticed that the judgment of the Japa- 
3. Hachioji-Nagoya nese Hiroshima Court, after stating that ‘ about 
Railway .......- .  1,400,000.000 es dawn the whole party” (viz., Japanese soldiers, 
4. Shinoroi-Shiojici soshs, and others) ‘entered the Palace through 
Railway ......... 900,000,000 i the Kwang Hwa Gate” (the front gate which 


we mentioned above) ‘“‘and at once proceeded to 
the inney chambers,” stops abruptly in its state- 
ment of facts, but says, ‘ Notwithstanding these 
facts there is not sufficient evidence to prove tliat 
any of the accused actually committed the crime 
originally meditated by them.” 

It now becomes my unpleasant duty to supply 
some facts and to report what was done by “this 
party ” when they arcived at the { inner cham- 
bers” of the Palace. 

The grounds of the Royal Palace are spacious, 
comprising many acres, surrounded, as I have 
said; by high walls. There are many detached and 
different buildings within these outer walls, and 
in most cases these buildings are surrounded by 
lower walls with strongly barred gates. The 
building occupied by Their Majesties, the King 
and Queen, on this eventful morning, basa narrow 
court-yard in front and is about a quarter of a 
mile from the front gate. 

The Japanese soldiers, entering at this front 
gate, proceeded rapidly to this building, and to 
other points of the Palace grounds, meeting on the 
way some of the Korean soldiers who composed 
the Palace guard, aad here some of these latter 
were killed. They made, however, an ineffectual 
resistance and the Japanese soldiers went on. 

When the Japanese arrived at the building 
occupied by Their Majesties, some of them formed 
in military order, under command of their officers, 
around the small court-yard and only a few paces 
from the building itself and also guarded the gates 
of the court-yard and thus protected the soshé and 
other Japanese who had come with them in their 
awful work of searching for and killing Her Ma- 
jesty the Queen, 


The Government is authorized to engage a Fo- 
reign Professor to lecture and demonstrate on 
Metallurgy in the College of Engineering of the 
Imperial University between August rst, 1896, and 
July 31st, 1899, at the monthly salary of 500 yen 
(silver) and with a furnished house provided. In 

scase a house is not provided a sum of 40 yen (sil- 
ver) is to be granted in /iew of rent. At the expira- 
tion of the term of service a sum of 600 yen (silver) 
will be paid by way of travelling expenses. Should 
gold have appreciated at the time when the travel- 
ling expenses are paid one-half of the salary and 
the whole of the travelling expenses shall be paid 


at an exchange of one yen for three shilli 
(English). 8 y e shillings 








OFFICIAL REPORT 


on MATTERS CONNECTED WITH THE EVENTS OF 
OctoBER 8TH, 1895, AND THE Dgaru or THB 


QueEN. 
. era ee 

His Excellency Y1 Pom Cuin, Minister of Law. 

Your Excellency.—Having been ordered to ex- 
amine and report respecting the attack on the 
Palace and the murder of Her Majesty the Queen 
and others on the 8th day of October last, as well 
as into the affairs connected therewith, I beg to 
Say, thatwe have examined many witnesses and 
papers and have also partially tried a number of 
Koreans who are charged with participation in said 
affair. Each of these persons is being accorded 
a fair and full trial, and as soon as all the evidence 
is taken I will submit to you a full report in each 
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[April 11, 1896. 


These Japanese soshs, numbering thirty o: more, 
under the leadership of a head Japanese, rushed 
with drawn swords into the building, searching 
the private cooms, seizing all the Palace women 
they could catch, dragging them round by the hair 
and beating them and demanding where the 
Queen was. This was seen by many, including 
Mr. Sabatin, a foreigner connected with His 
Majesty’s guard, who was in this court-yard for a 
short time. He saw the Japanese officers in the 
court-yard in command of the Japanese troops, 
saw the outrages committed on the Korean court 
ladies, and was himself asked often by the Japan- 
ese where the Queen was, and was threatened and 
put in danger of his life because he could mot tell. 

His statement shows conclusively that officers of 
the Japanese troops were in the court-yard and 
knew all that was being done by the Japanese 
sosht, and that Japanese soldiers were surrounding 
the court-yard and in fact guarding the court-yard 
gates while the soshs were doing their murderous 
work. 


After searching the various rooms, the soske 
found the Queen in one of the side rooms where 
she was attempting to hide, and catching hold of 
her cut her down with their swords. 

It is not certain whether, although so grievously 
wounded, she was then actually dead: but she 
was laid upon a plank, wrapped up with a silk 
comfort (used as hed-clothing) and taken out ito 
the court-yard. Very soon afterwards, undec the 
direction of the Japanese soshi, the body was taken 
from the court-yard to a grove of trees not far 
distant, in the deer park, and there kerosene oil 
was poured over the body and faggots of wood 
piled around and all set on fire. 


It appears from the evidence that only a few 
bones remained unconsumed. It also appears that 
these Japanese soshi who had been charged with 
the horrible duty of murdering Her Majesty the 
Queen, in order to make sure that they had done 
their work as ordered, took several of the women 
of the Court to the hody and compelled them to 
identify it as thatof Her Majesty, It also appears 
that every precaution had been taken by the 
Japanese and the Korean traitors who were assist- 
ing them, to prevent Her Majesty the Queen from 
escaping. 

It was thus that our beloved and venerated 
Queen of Korea and mother of His Royal High- 
vess, the Crown Prince, was cruelly assassinated 
and her body hurned to destroy the evidence of 
the crime. 


After the Korean Household Guard had been 
dispersed and the Japanese had arrived in the 
courteyard and were entering the building. His 
Majesty, hoping to divert their attention and to 
enable Her Majesty to hide or flee away, if pos- 
sible, came from the inner rooms of the building 
to a front room which had large doors opening out 
upon the court-yard and stvod where he conld be 
plainly seen by the Japanese. Maypy of the Japan- 
ese soshi cushed into the room brandishing their 
swords, and other Japanese also came in and pas- 
sed into the other rooms—some of them being 
officers of the Japanese army in uniform. A ser- 
vant standing by His Majesty announced from 
Lime to time that this was His Majesty, but, not- 
withstanding that, His Majesty was subjected to 
many indignities. One of the Japanese caught 
him by the shoulder and pulled him a little dis- 
tance, pistols were also fired in the room close to 
him ; some of the Palace ladies were beaten and 
pulled and dragged by the hair in his presence, 
and Vi Kiung Chik™ (of noble blood and then 
Minister of the Royal Household), who had been 
attacked and badly wounded in another room, but 
who managed to crawl along the verandah, was 
followed aud killed with swords by the Japanese in 
His Majesty's presence. 

His Royal Highness, the Crown Prince, who 
was it) one of the inner rooms, was seized, his hat 
torn off and broken, and he was pulled about by 
the hair and otherwise maltreated; the Japanese 
doing this at the same time demanded of him 
where the Queen was, and threatened him with 
their swords; but he managed to get into the 
front toom where His Majesty was without serious 
injury, and remained with him. 


The part taken by Koreans in this business will 
be mentioned later in this report. 


Before daybreak of October 8th, His Majesty, . 


having heard that additional Japanese troops had 
just been marched into the barracks at the front 
gate, and some other alarming rumours, sent a 
messenger to Viscount Miura to inquire into the 
matter. 

Although the messenger arrived at this very 
eatly hour, he found Viscount Miura, his secre- 
tary, Mr. Sugimura, and an interpreter who spoke 
Korean, fully dressed and also three chairs wait- 
ing at the door. 





* Called in the judgment of the Japanese Court Li Koshoku. 


- 
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Viscount Miura told him that he had heard 
from a Japanese colonel that additional troops 
had been marched into the barracks, but that he 
(Miura) did not know why this was done, While 
they were talking, firing was heard from the 
direction of the Palace and Miura told the mes- 
senger to return at once and he would go to the 
Palace immediately. 

Viscount Miura, Mr. Sugimura, and their inter- 
preter soon proceeded to the Palace. On their 
arrival the Japanese were still in the Palace 
grounds on guard, and most, if not all, the soshi 
and others who had murdered the Queen were still 
there; but after Viscount Miura’s arrival no more 
murders or outrages were committed, and soon 
the Japanese soshs dispersed. On his arrival at 
the Palace, he sought and obtained an audience 
with His Majesty who, for that purpose, had left 
the room where he had been standing, as detailed 
above, during the terrible troubles, and had gone 
to the adjoining building called Chang An Tang. 

At this audience, not only Mr. Sugimura and 
the interpreter accompanied Viscount Miura and 
were present, but also acertain Japanese who had 
come to the Palace with the soske and had appar- 
ently been their leader and had been seen by His 
Majesty as an-active participant in their work. 
The Tai Wdn-kun, who had come to the Palace 
with the Japanese troops, was also present. Here, 
at this audience, three documents were prepared 
by those present and presented to His Majesty 
for signature, one of them being, in substance, 
that the Cabinet should thereafter manage the 
affairs of the country; another, appointing Prince 
Yi Chai Miuw, who had accompanied the Tai 
WoOn-kun on his entrance into the Palace, Mini- 
ster of the Royal Household in place of Yi, who 
had been killed scarcely more than an hour be- 
fore, and the other appointing a Vice-Minister of 
the Royal Household. 

His Majesty signed all these documents. 

The Japanese troops were then withdrawn from 
the Palace, and Korean soldiers (.e., troops dril- 
led by Japanese instructats and generally known 
as Kunrentat) were left on guard. 


Later in the day, the Ministers of the War and 
Police Departments were dismissed, and Cho Hui 
Yen was made Minister of War and Acting-Mini- 
ster of Police, and, on the roth, Kwang Yung 
Chin was made full Minister of Police. Both ‘of 
these men were and are supposed to be privy to 
the plot to attack the Palace, and both were re- 
cently denounced (on February rith) by the Pro- 
clamation of His Majesty and have fled to parts 
unknown. In this way, all the armed forces of 
the Korean Government, and even the personal 
attendants of His Majesty, wece put under the 
control and orders of officials who had been more 
or less connected with the attack on the Palace. 


Within an hour or two after Viscount Miura’s 


audience, and while he still remained in a build-]: 


ing near the audience chamber, His Excellency 
Mr. Waeber, Russian Chargé d’Affatves and Dr. 
Allen, Chargé d'Affaires (ad interim) of the United 
States, came tothe Palace and saw Yi Chai Miun, 
the recently appointed Minister of the Royal 
Household, who informed them that His Majesty 
was very much excited and could not recelve 
them. Mr. Waeber called attention to the fact 
that the Japanese Minister’s chair was in front of 
the audience chamber, and that he knew no reason 
why the Representatives of the United States and 
Russia should not also be given an audience. The 
Minister of the Royal Household retired from the 
wailing room, went away to consult, and, after 
some delay, came back and said that an audience 
would be given to the Representatives of these 
two countries. At the audience, His Majesty, 
who had not then been apprised of the killing of 
the Queen, said be understood that an attempt 
had been made to capture and harm the Queen, 
but that he still had hopes that she had escaped 
and at the same time asked thie friendly offices of 
these Representatives (to prevent any further 
violence or outrage. 

Later in the day Representatives of other Powers 
went to the Palace and were received in audience 
by His Majesty. 

At first it was evidently the intention of those 
who were privy to the plot to throw the whole 
blame of the attack on the Palace and the out- 
rages committed there upon the Koreans and en- 
tirely to exonerate the Japanese from any partici- 
pation therein, except to state that they had gone 
in after the disturbances had conmenced and had 
suppressed them. Iv an official dispatch from 
Viscount Miura to the Korean Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, dated October oth, after stating that early 
on the morning of the 8th a messenger from His 
Majesty had come to the Legation requesting him 
to proceed to the Palace to maintain order, the 
Viscount says, among other things— 


On receiving the message I promptly proceeded 


thither, but our garrison [Japanese troops] had already 
gone to suppress the disturbance, with the result that 
quiet was at once restored. 

I gathered that the origin of the émeuse was a con- 
flict between the drilled [Korean] troops, who desired 
to lay a complaint in the Palace, and the guards and 
police who prevented their entrance. 


The next day Viscount Miura addressed another 
dispatch to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, of 
which the following is a full copy :— 


TRANSLATION. 
October roth, 1895. 

Sir,—I have earlier done myself the honour to ac- 
knowledge receipt of your despatch explaining the 
origin of the military émeute of the day before yester. 
day. There has, however, been abroad of late a story 
that when at daybreak on the 8th inst., the drilled 
troops made their sudden entrance into the Palace to 
state theis grievances, a number of Japanese in plain 
clothes were observed to be mingled with them and 
to be taking part in the riotous proceedings within the 
Palace. I am aware that this story is a fabrication 
based on hearsay and unworthy of credence; but as 
the matter is of considerable importance | cannot pass 
it altogether by. Your Excellency will, I presume, 
by now have ascertained the true facts of the late 
military émeute. I am therefore doing myself the 
honour to request that you will be good enough to 
determine whether the story in question is or is not 
correct, and to favour me with a speedy reply. 

I have, &c., 

Signature and Seal of Viscount Miura, 


Two days later the Korean Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, in answer to the above despatch of Vis- 
count Miura, replied as follows :— 


TRANSLATION, 
October 12th, 1895. 

Sir.—I have to honour to acknowledge receipt of 
your Excellency’s despatch (here quotes the foregoing), 

I communicated the matter to the Minister for War 
in order that he might institute a thorough enquiry into 
the circumstances. I am now in receipt of his reply, 
which is to the following effect :— 

The battalion reports that when at dawn on the day 
in question they were about to proceed and complain, 
they were apprehensive that if they met with the 
guards, in the flurry and impossibility of discriminat- 
ing. there was every chance of a collison. So they 
dressed themselves out in foreign clothes, in the hope 
of avoiding anything so disastrous as having to cross 
swords, ‘hey made their leading men imitate the 
Japanese civilian dress, with the idea of letting it 
appear that they were not soldiery ; but as a matter of 
fact not a single Japanese was present. 

That the battalion, fearing lest there should be a 
collision, temporarily adopted this expedient is an 
absolute fact. In communicating the circumstance to 
you I have the honour to request that you will favour 
me with an acknowledgment. 

I replied to the Minister of War as he desired, and 
I now beg to request the same honour from Your 
Excellency, 

I have &c., (Seal.) 


It will be noticed that the statements of the 
Foreign Minister are based upon the report of 
Cho Hui Yen, the Minister of War, who had been 
appointed, as I have said, the day Her Majesty 
was murdered, and his readiness to furnish an 
official report for Viscount: Miura’s use, so utterly 
variant from the actual facts and so damaging to 
his own Korean troops and so completely exonera- 
ting the Japanese from any connection with the 
business, clearly shows his complicity and the part 
he had taken and was willing to take in the con- 
spiracy. The judgment of the Hiroshima Japanese 
Court, quoted above, distinctly states that Vis- 
count Miura 


held at the Legation a conference with Sugimura 
Fukashi and Okamoto Ryunosuke, on the 3rd of 
October last, ‘Ihe decision arrived at on that occa- 
sion was that assistance should be rendered to the 
Tai Wé6n-kun’s entry into the Palace by making use 
of the urentai who, being hated by the Court, 
felt themselves in danger, and of the young men 
who deeply lamented the course of events, and also 
by causing the Japanese troops stationed in Séul 
to offer their support to the enterprise. It was 
further resolved that this opportunity should be avail- 
ed of for taking the life of the Queen, who exercised 
overwhelming influence in the Court, 


The judgment further states that Viscount 
Miura, on the 7th of October, 


further issued instructions to Umayabara Muhon, Com- 
mander of the Japanese Battalion in Séul, ordering 
him to facilitate the Tai Wé6n-kun’s entry into the 
Palace by directing the disposition of the Kunrentai 
troops, and by the calling out the Imperial force for 
their support. Miura also summoned the accused Ada- 
chi Kenzo and Kunitomo Shigeakira, and requested 
them to collect their friends, meeting Okamoto at 
Yongsan, and act as the Tai Wén-kun’s bodyguard on 
the occasion of His Highness’s entrance into the 
Palace. Miura told them that on the success of the 
eaterprise depended the eradication of the evils that 
had done so much mischief to the Kingdom for the 
past twenty years, and instigated them to despatch the 
Queen when they entered the Palace. Miura ordered 
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the accused Ogiwara Hidejiro to proceed to Yong- 
san, at the head of the police force under him, and 
after consultation with Okamoto, to take such steps 
as might be necessary to expedite the Tai Wén-kun’s 
entry into the Palace. 

The Judgment also shows that the whole party, 
Japanese troops, soshi, and others, went into the 
Palace grounds about dawn and proceeded to the 
inner chambers, and yet the Korean Minister ol 
War says “that asa matter of fact not a single 
Japanese was present at the disturbance ”’! 

It is not known what use Viscount Miura made 
of this correspondence, but its purpose is evident. 

As a part of the history of the events, I give 
below extracts from a despatch sent by Count 
Inouye to this Government while he was the Mini- 
ster at Soul. These extracts were recently read in 
the Japanese Parliament and published in the 
newspapers. Count Inouye, referring to au inter= 
view with the Queen, says :— 


On one occasion, the Queen observed to me :—= 
During the disturbance in the Royal Palace last year 
the Japanese troops unexpectedly escorted to the 
Palace the Tai W6n-kun, who regards Japan from the 
first as his enemy. He resumed the control of the 
Government, the King becoming only a nominal 
tuler. In ashort time, however, the Tai W6n-kun had 
to resign the reins of government to the King through 
your influence, and so things were restored to their 
former state. The new Cabinet, subsequently framed 
rules and regulations, making its power despotic. 
The Kingdom was a mere tool, approving all matters 
submitted by the Cabinet. It is a matter of extreme 
regret to me (the Queen) that the overtures made by 
me towards Japan were rejected. The ‘Iai Wén-kun, 
on the other hand (who showed his unfriendliness to. 
wards Japan) was assisted by the Japanese Minister 
to rise in power. * * * I [Count Inouye] gave ag 
far as I could an explanation of these things to the 
Queen, and after allaying her suspicions, I further 
explained that it was the true, the sincere desire of 
the Emperor and Government of Japan to place the 
independence of Korea on a firm basis and in the 
meantime to strengthen the Royal House of Korea. 
In the event of any member of the Royal family, or in- 
deed any Korean, therefore, attempting treason against 
the Royal House, I gave the assurance that the $apan- 
ese Government would mot fail to protect the Royal 
House even by force of arms and so secure the safety 
of the Kingdom. These remarks of mine seemed to 
have moved the King and Queen, and their anxiety 
for the future appeared to be relieved. 


This audience took place not long before Count 
Inouye was relieved by Viscount Miura, which 
was alittle more than a month before Her Majesty 
was murdered. Their Majesties had a right to 
reply upon these unequivocal assurances, made in 
the name of the Emperor and the Government 
of Japan, by the Minister, one of the most emin- 
ent and distinguished statesmen of Japan, whose 
record through along series of years inspires con- 
fidence and respect, and no doubt Their Majesties, 
relying no these assurances, failed to take precau- 
lions which otherwise would have been adopted. 


How completely Viscount Miura departed from 
the policy and failed to keep the promises of his 
eminent predecessor fully appears from the Hiro- 
shima judgment. There can be no doubt that 
Count Inouye’s despatch containing the assurance 
made to Their Majesties was on file in the Japa- 
nese Legation at Séul and had been read to o 
by Viscount Miura. . 

As was seen above, the people in the Palace 
were alarmed and had notice that unusual occur- 
rences were taking place some time before the 
attack was made. Chung Pyng Ha, then Vice- 
Minister of Agriculture and a man whom Their 
Majesties had raised from a comparatively hum- 
ble position and loaded with favours, and in whom 
the had they greatest confidence, was in the 
Palace diting the night of 7th and the moming 
of the 8th of October. We have much evidence 
now, however, that he was then a traitor and en- 
gaged in the conspiracy, and that he had gone 
to the Palace for the purpose of watching Her 
Majesly and preventing her trom escaping. It 
appears from the evidence that, after the alarm 
had been given and before any entrance to the 
Palace had been made, he went to Her Majesty 
and assured her that he knew something of what 
was going on, that Japanese troops were coming 
into the Palace, but that they would protect her 
and she need fear no harm. He advised her not 
to hide, and kept himself constantly informed of 
all her movements. It is fair to infer that Her 
Majesty, having the assurances above mentioned 
of such a distinguished and honest official as 
Count Inouye listened all the more readily to this 
traitorous advice uf Chung Pyung Ha and made 
no effort to escape when she could probably have 
done sc. Unfortunately, she remained in the 
building until it was surrounded and all egress 
effectually barred. Chung Pyung Ha was arrests 
ed on the r1th of February, but was killed during 
the tumult of that day. 
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As soon, on the morning of the 8th, as His 
Majesty was induced to sign a decree transferring 
the business of the nation to the Cabinet, that 
Cabinet managed everything, and it is certain 
that at least for a time Viscount Miura was ap- 
prised of all they were doing and influenced their 
action. On October 11th there was published in 
the Official Gasette a so-called Royal Edict with 
respect to Her Majesty the Queen, of which the 
following is a copy. : 

It is now thirty-years since We ascended the throne 
but Our ruling influence has not extended wide. The 
Queen Min introduced her relatives to the court and 
placed them about Our person, whereby she made 
dull Our senses, exposed the people to extortion, put 
Our Government in disorder, selling offices and titles. 
Hence tyranny prevailed all over the country and 
robbers arose in all quarters. Under these circum- 
stances the foundation of Our dynasty was in imminent 
peril. We knew the extreme of her wickedness, but 
could not dismiss and punish her because of help- 
lessness and fear of her party. 

We desire to stop and suppress her influence. In 
the twelfth moon of last year we took an oath at Our 
Ancestral Shrine that the Queen and her relatives 
and Ours shonld never again be allowed to interfere 
in State affairs. We hoped this would lead the Min 
faction to mend their ways. But the Queen did not 
give up her wickedness, but with her party aided a 
crowd of low fellows to rise up about Us and so 
managed as to prevent the Ministers of State from 
consulting Us. Moreover, they have forged Our 
signature to a decree to disband Our loyal soldiers, 
thereby instigating and raising a disturbance, and when 
it occurred she escaped as in the ImO year. We 
have endeavoured to discover her whereabouts, but as 
she does not come forth and appear We are convinced 
that she is not only unfitted and unworthy of the 
Queen’s rank, but also that her guilt is excessive and 
brimfull; Therefore with her We may not succeed to 
the glory of the Royal Ancestry. So We _ hereby 
depose her from the rank of Queen and reduce her 
to the level of the lowest class. 

Signed by 
Y1 Cuar Myona, 
Minister of the Royal Household. 
Kim Hone Culp, 
Prime Minister. 
Kim YUNG SIK, 
Minister of Foreign Affaire. 
Pak CHONG YANG, 
Minister of tiome Affairs. 
Sum SANG Hun, 
Minister of Finance. 
Cuno Heui Yon, 
Minister of War. 
So Kwanc Pom, 
Minister of Justice. 
So Kwanc Pom, 
Minister of Education. 
CuonG Pyone Ha, .. 
Vice-Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, 


It grieves me to have even to mention this in- 
famous matter, but a report upon the case would 
be incomplete without it. That Edict was fraudu- 
lent; no one has ever supposed that it came from 
His Majesty. It purports to have been signed by 
all the Ministers, when, in point of fact, Shim Sang 
Hun, Minister of Finance, had left the Cabinet, 
was a fugitive from Sdul and knew nothing about 
it, and Pak Chong Yang, Minister for Home 
Affairs, refused to have anything to do with the 
nefarious business, never signed the Edict but 
resigned his office. 


The fact that such an edict was issued shows 
what extraordinary and wicked measures the 
controlling members of the Cabinet were prepared 
to force and carry out, and also to what extreme 
lengths they were willing to go in throwing ob- 
loquy upon their great and good Queen and in 
misstating the facts as to her cruel tate. 


After falsely accusing her of many crimes and 
declaring that she had forged His Majesty’s sig- 
nature to a decree dishanding the loyal soldiers, 
“thereby instigating and raising a disturbance,” 
they say that she ‘escaped ” (as upon a former 
occasion), that they have endeavoured to discover 
her whereabouts, but ‘as she does not come forth 
and appear,” they “are convinced that she is not 
only unfitted and unworthy of the Queen’s rank, 
but also that her guilt is excessive and brimfull.”’ 
For these reasons she was deposed from the rank 
of Queen and reduced “to the level of the lowest 
class.” And yet these people knew full well that 
so far from escaping she had been foully mur- 
dered and so far from wilfully keeping out of she 
the way her body had been actually burned. 


On the ith, the Cabinet caused an official 
letter to be sent to all the Foreign Representatives 
resident in Séul in which a copy of this edict was 
set forth in full, and in addition the statement 
**that His Majesty had decided to take the steps 
mentioned in that decree purely for regard for his 
royal line and the well-being of his people ”’ 

On the next day, in answer to the Circular 






















































letter, Viscount Miura made to the Korean Office 
the following ceply— 


TRANSLATION. 
October rath, 1895. 

Sir,—I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of 
Your Excellency’s communication No, 21 of the 11th 
inst., informing me that His Majesty had been oblig- 
ed to degrade the Queen Min Yi to the level of the 
lowest caste on account of her failure to perform her 
exalted duties, 

This intelligence has profoundly shocked and dis- 
tressed me, I am aware that the August determin- 
ation of His Majesty has proceeded from a thoughtful 
regard for his Royal line and the well-being of his 
people, Still, in so unfortunate an event | cannot re- 
frain from expressing my sympathy and sorrow for 
Your Excellency’s country. 

I have reported by tetegraph the news to my go- 
vernment and have the honour to be, &c., 


(Seat) 


Dr. Allen, the Representative of the United 
States, replied in a single sentence, 

I cannot recognise this decree as coming from His 
Majesty ; 
and all the other Foreign Representatives, with 
one exception, wrote to the Foreign Minister in 
substantially identical terms. 


veroment was fully apprised of the events of 8th 
October, it recalled its :epresentative, Viscount 
Miura, Mv. Sugimura, Secretary of Legation, 
several military officers and many others, who, on 
their arrival in Japan were arrested and charged 
with complicity in said affai:, as is shown above. 
Two of the Korean military officers fled, but the 
Cabinet continued to transact the business of the 
vation and to deprive His Majesty of all control. 
Many decrees were promulgated and measures 
taken or proposed which caused great dissatisfac- 
tion. Although all classes of the Koreans—and 
all the Foreign Representatives in explicit des- 
patches—were demanding that the occurrences of 
the 8th should be investigated and the murderers 
of the Queen brought to trial, nothing was done, 
but the fiction was still kept up that she had 
escaped and was in hiding. The position became 
so strained that, even to the Cabinet, it was mani- 
fest that something must be done, and according- 
ly, on the 26th of November, 1895, the Foreign 
Representatives and many other foreigners and 


announced in the presence of His Majesty that 
Cho Hui Yen, Minister of War, and Kwan, Mini- 
ster of Police, were dismissed; that the so-called 
edict degrading Her Majesty was set aside and 
treated as void from the beginning ; that the facts 
connected with the attack on the Palace were to 
be investigated by the Department of Justice and 
all guilty persons arrested, tried, and punished. 
At the same time the death of Her Majesty was 
formally announced, 

It was supposed by some that these measures 

would allay the popular discontent, but before 
daybreak on the morning of 28th November, a 
number of Koreans, disappointed that nothing 
more was done and incensed at the prospect of 
the obnoxious members of the Cabinet still remain- 
ing in control of affairs and in virtual possession 
of the King’s person, made an attempt to enter the 
Palace, claiming that they were loyal to His 
Majesty and intended to rescue and restore him 
to his hereditary power. The attempt was ill 
managed and proved abortive. While many 
persons went to the gates and round the walls 
with much noise, none got into the Palace grounds 
proper, but a few did penetrate to the Quagga 
(Examination) grounds at the rear of the Palace, 
but were easily dispersed and several of them 
captured. No one was injured, aud so far as can 
be ascertained no foreigner, Japanese, or West- 
erner, was engaged in the affair which, compared 
with that of 8th October, was quite insignificant 
and trivial. 
The Cabinet, however, pretended to regard 
the matter as very serious, and subsequently a 
number of persons were arrested. At the same 
time three other persons were arrested for alleg- 
ed connection with the murder of Her Majesty. 
It is certain that there was no disposition on 
the part of the Cabinet and especially on that 
of the Department of Justice, to investigate fully 
the offence of October 8th or to detect and 
punish the real offenders. But something had to 
be done, the more because it was the intention to 
punish a number for the second attack, which had 
been directed against the Cabinet itself. All the 
three who were arrested for the Queen’s murder 
were executed, but it is certain that two were 
innocent. 


One of the three, Pak Sen by name, was scarcely 
more than a boy, and was already in prison 
charged with a miuor offence, at the time of his 
arrest on the more serious charge. It is in evi- 
dence that a high official of the Law Department 
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Some ten days later, when the Japanese Go- 


others were asked to go to the Palace, and it was 





went to the prison and asked to see the prisoners, 
Alter inspecting them, he picked out and called 
attention to Pak Sen. It is fair to infer that that 
official, who since February 11th has been a fugi- 
tive, went to the prison for the purpose of finding 
some poor fellow on whom the crime could be 
fastened. The fiction that the deed had been 
committed by Koreans disguised as Japanese was 
still to be kept up, and Pak Sen answered this 
purpose because, being a Fusan man, he had 
associated much with Japanese and spoke their 
language, had cut off his top-knot and generally 
dressed in Japanese or western clothes. He seems 
to have been a drunken, irresponsible character, 
without friends. ‘The evidence upon which he was 
convicted is before us, and consists entirely of a 
statement made by a woman who said that some- 
tine in November last, being anxious to enforce 
the collection of some money due her from a 
Korean, she was advised to get the assistance of 
some one who had influence with the Japanese. 
Pak Sen was brought to her. He told her that at 
any time he could get fifty Japanese soldiers and 
fifty Japanese policemen to help him to collect 
debts. In point of fact he did get some of the 
money, but of course without the help of soldiers 
or police. When the money, amounting to about 
60,000 cash was collected, he demanded and 
received half of it, and afterw&rds, while drunk, 
went to the woman’s house to get the balance 
and other receipts of money from her, and for 
this purpose threatened her with a sword, told 
her, as she said, that he was a great man, had 
killed many people and women a hundred times 
higher than she, and would kill her unless she 
gave him the money. He further told her that on 
the night of 7th October, he had gone down to the 
residence of the Tai W6n-kun [near Yong-san, 
some three miles from Sdul] and there advised 
the Tai Wdn-kun as to the state of the nation and 
what he ought to do, and that next morning he 
went to the Palace gate, cut down and killed 
General Hong with a sword [General Hong, in 
in point of fact, was shot] and had then gone into 
the Palace, seized the Queen, killed her and 
burned the body. It is possible that in his drunken 
efforts to make this Korean woman give him 
some money he may have told her this improb- 
able tale. But uo officer of law could possibly 
have believed it, and it is evident that the Depart- 
ment of Justice did not do so. Pak Sen denied 
the whole story, and said that on the night of the 
7th he was drunk and had slept at a house a long 
distance from the Palace, was there the next 
morning when the people were awakened by the 
ficing at the Palace and had stayed at that house 
until late in the day. He named the people of the 
house and demanded that they be sent for, which 
was done, and they fully confirmed his story in 
every particular and showed conclusively that he 
could not have been at the Palace. There was 
wot the slightest suspicion of collusion between 
him and them, because he had no means of con- 
municating with them befure they were question- 
ed. When his innocence of that crime had been 
so completely established, the Minister of Law, 
Chang, although told by the trial judge that he was | 
innocent, ordered that he be tortured until he con- 
fessed his guilt ; and the trial judge states that if 
he had in fact catried out fully the order of 
Chang, the man would have died under the 
torture. As it was, Pak Sen was twice subject- 
ed to horrible torture but all the time asserted his 
innocence and no confession of guilt could be 
extorted from him. Nevertheless, Chang rendered 
a judgment, declaring that the prisoner killed 
General Hong and then, going into the Palace, 
murdered the Queen and burned her body. 


The case of Yun Suk Wu was, if possible, even 
more remaikable. There was no evidence taken 
by the Court except his own statement, and that 
conclusively showed that he had not been guilty of 
any wrong-doing. He was a Lieutenant of the 
Kunrentai, aud long before dawn on the morning 
of the 8th was ordered by his Colonel to march 
his soldiers from their barracks to a place some 
distance in the rear of the Palace, the explanation 
being given him that they intended to have a 
night-drill as had been done before. He obeyed 
the orders, and a Japanese military instructor ac- 
companied the troops. Afterwards, the gates 
being then open, one of the Colonels (since fled) 
ordered him to take his troops through the Quagga 
ground into the Palace grounds, which he did, 
and they arrived after the disturbance was over. 
He was then ordered to station guards at several 
gates within the Palace grounds, and on going his 
rounds for that purpose saw a body being burned 
and on inquiry was told that it was the body of a 
wailingemaid. Late the mext day he told his 
Colonel, Woo Pom Sun, that a body had been 
burned close to where His Majesty was staying 
and that it was bad (0 have the remains so close to 
him. His Colonel ordered him to clean up the 
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place, and it he found any bones unconsumed to 
throw them into the artificial lake near by. This 
Colonel, it is now known, was one of the conspira- 
tors and has fled. Yun Suk Wu went to the place 
and found some bones, but instead of throwing 
them into the lake, as ordered by his Colonel, he 
revecently wrapped them up and buried them at 
a distant spot in the Palace. He said at the trial 
that he had heard on that day that Her Majesty 
was missing, but that all he knew was that these 
were the bones of some lady connected with the 
Palace and that he did not like to cast them away. 
Upon this evidence, Chang, the Minister of Law, 
condemned him and he was executed. Chang’s 
judgment concludes as follows :=—= 

There is much that excites suspicion in his con- 
duct. Moreover, it was an act of great impudence 
and impropriety on his part to have dared to move 
the sacred corpse which he knew to be whose it was. 

From the evidence before us, it may be fairly 
inferred that this prisoner was condemned to 
death not for disturbing the bones but because he 
devoutly buried instead of throwing them into the 
lake as ordered by his traitorous Colonel. The 
questions pul to him indicate that he was under 
suspicion of having preserved the bones with the 
object of showing them to western foreigners 
and thus furnishing evidence of the horrible crime 
that had been committed. While there were mili- 
tary officers whom the Cabinet knew to be traitors 
and in complicity with the events of the 8th (who 
were not arrested), this man was clearly innocent. 

The third person convicted, Yi Ju Hoi, was 
formerly a Vice-President of the War Depart- 
ment. From evidence we have ourselves taken, 
we believe that he§was really guilty of complicity 
in the affairs of the 8th, but the evidence taken by 
the Court which condemned him certainly does 
not establish his guilt, and there was nothing be- 
fore that Court which justified his condemnation, 
That Court took no evidence except the statement 
of the prisoner, and according to his account he 
went into the Palace from purely patriotic mo- 
tives and while there performed several meritori- 
ous acts. But he intimated that the Cabinet 
people know all about the affair, and by name 
mentions Chung Pyung Ha. 

It is believed that Yi was elected by the Cabinet 
for condemnation not because he was guilty, for 
there were others even more deeply involved than 
he, but (1) because, although he had been a Vice- 
Minister, the relations with him had become very 
hostile and they were bitter enemies, and they also 
feared that he might be induced to expose the 
whole plot; (2) because realizing that the other 
two persons, Pak and Yun, were of little or no 
importance, the one being an irresponsible vaga- 
bond and the other a mere Lieutenant in the army, 
they recognised that it was necessary, for the sake 
of appearances and in order to shield the higher 
officials, to convict and execute some one of rank 
and reputation. 

Although, as I have said, only three persons were 
arrested for complicity in the attack on the Palace 
and the murder of Her Majesty on the 8th of 
October, thirty-three persons were arrested for the 
trivial affair of 28th November, which, however, 
was directed against the Cabinetitself. The trials 
in both cases proceeded simultaneously and were 
concluded in the latter part of December. Of those 
arrested for the laler affair, two were sentenced 
to death, four to exile for life, and four to three 
years’ imprisonment, and of these ten all but three 
were subjected to torture during the trials. 


Among the convicted was Yi Chai Sun, a cousin 
and faithful adherent of the King, a man in whom 
His Majesty reposed the greatest confidence, and 
who since 11th February has been Minister of the 
Royal Household. The evidence upon which he 
was convicted shows that early in November a 
Korean named Im called upon him and showed 
him two edicts purporting to come from the King. 
Prince Yi managed to get hold of the papers and 
showed them to His Majesty, who at once pro- 
nounced them false and directed him to burn them. 
This be did and thereafter refused to have any- 
thing to do with Im. The judgment rendered by 
Chang, Minister of Justice, finds that Prince Yi 
was guilty “because he kept a secret which he 
should at once have divulged fo the proper au- 
thoriteis,” (1!) and sentenced him on that ground 
to three years’ imprisonment. In other words, 
this faithful confidant and near relation of His 
Majesty was sentenced to three years’ imprison- 
ment because he had consulted with His Majesty, 
had shown him the papers, had obeyed his orders 
in burning them but had wot taken them to the 
Cabinet. 

The proof before us shows that all the evidence 
and proceedings in all the above-mentioned cases 
were, from time to time, submitted to the consi- 
deration of the Cabinet, and that they had full 
knowledge of all that had been done before the 
final judgments were rendered. 


knots. 
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During December, January, and the early part 
of February, several far-reaching measures were 
taken by the Cabinet, among them the issuance of 
an edict ordering the people to cut off their top- 
This proved most unpopular. The whole 
country was violently agitated, and in many places 
rebellions broke out. All this time His Majesty 
had no power to control affairs. His Palace guard 
was under command of Yi Chin Ho [denounced 
in the Proclamation of 11th Feb.], a man entirely 
subservient to the Cabinet and ready at any 
time to do their bidding ; those who possessed his 
confidence, and others supposed to be in his in- 
terest, had been, like Prince Yi, expelled from the 
Palace grounds, and he was surrounded by per- 
sons who were not only the tools of his enemies 
the Cabinet, but some of them directly concerned 
in the assassination of his royal Consort. Among 
these latter was Chung Pyung Ha, who had not 
only, as stated above, traitorously prevented Her 
Majesty from escaping, but was also very active 
in the matter of the edict which degraded her to 
the lowest class, This man, on December 30th, 
was appointed a full Minister of the Cabinet, 
Cho, who had been dismissed from office under 
circumstances which are also narrated above, was 
on January joth reinstated Minister of War, and 
thus put in command of all the troops and it was 
undecstood that Kwan, the dismissed Minister of 
Police, then absent in Japan, would be reappointed 
Minister of Police. 

The Hiroshima judgment in Japan, acquitting 
the Japanese whom the judgment itself showed 
were guilty of connection with the conspiracy of 
October 8th, had been rendered and published, 
and it was openly stated that one or more of these 
Japanese would be brought back to Korea and 
given important advisory positions in the Korean 
Government. 

The people were rising in insurrection on all 
sides; had killed officials in several places and 
were threatening to march upon the Capital, Un- 
der these circumstances His Majesty, finding the 
situation intolerable both for himself and for the 
nation, and having reason to believe that a plot 
was then on foot which threatened his personal 
safety as well as that of the Crown Prince, deter- 
mined to take decisive steps, and on February 11th 
left the Palace and went to the Russian Legation. 


His Majesty confided his intention to no official 
in the Palace nor to any one connnected with the 
Cabinet, and although closely watched, managed, 
early in the morning, to go out through the East 
Gate of the Palace in aclosed chair such as is used 
by the Palace women. The Crown Prince accom- 
panied him in a similar chair. It had been custo- 
mary for ladies of the Court and the women con- 
nected with the Palace to pass in and out of this 
gate in such chairs, and the guards, supposing that 
they contained women, permitted them to pass 
without question. 


His Majesty and the Crown Prince had no 
escort, and the people in the Palace, supposing 
that they were asleep, did not discover for some 
time that they had left. They proceeded at once 
to the Russian Legation, where they arrived about 
twenty minutes past seven, and at once summon- 
ed a number of Koreans whom His Majesty knew 
to be faithful to himself, and issued edicts dismis- 
sing most of the members of the old Cabinet, ap- 
pointing others in their place, and denouncing six 
persons, viz., Cho Hui Yen, Minister of War; 
Woo Pom Sun, Yi Tu Hwang and Yi Pom Nai, 
Colonels in the army and connected with the 
attack on the Palace of October 8th; Kwan Yong 
Chin, the ex-Minister of Police; and Yi Chin Ho, 
wlio, up to the issuiig of the Edicts, had been in 
command of the Palace guards. Three of these 
persons, Woo Pum Sun, Vi" 

Yong Chin, were at the time absent from Sdul 
and supposed to be in Japan. Cho, the Minister 
of War, and the two others immediately fled. All 
the soldiers and all the police with their officers 
rallied to the support of His Majesty as soon as 
they learned what had been done. The Prime 
Minister of the old Cabinet, Kim Hong Chip, and 
the Minister for Agriculture, Chung Pyung Ha, 
although not denounced in any proclamation, were 
arrested by the police, and in the tumult and ex- 
citement were killed and their bodies exposed 
upon the street, where they were stoned and other- 
wise maltreated by the infuriated populace. No 
one else was arrested or killed on that day except 
a young Japanese who had gone with others to 
view the dead bodies, got into an altercation and 
was stoned, dying shortly afterwards. In thecity, 
order and quiet was almost immediately restored. 

As to the part taken by Koreans other than 
those I have mentioned, in the occurrences of 
October 8th, I have to seport. That where the 
plot originated and by whom it was carried out 
appears from the Hiroshima judgment given 
above. 
plot, involving, as it did, the death of Her Ma- 


























































jesty and such radical changes in the affairs of the 
nation, had got abroad, it would have been easily 
frustrated, and therefore few persons were en- 
trusted with the secret and brought into the con- 
spiracy. It appears that none of the Korean com- 
mon soldiers and but few of their officers had any 
idea of what was intended or what use was to be 
made of them. Woo Pom Sun and Yi Tu Hwang, 
who were Colonels and in immediate command of 
the soldiers in the barracks, were among the few 
involved, and they gave orders long before dawn 
ov the morning of the 8th for the soldiers to be 
called out for night drill; and under such orders, 
which had been given on one or two previous oc- 
casions, the soldiers were marched to various 
points—in some instances accompanied by their 
Japanese military instructors. Some of them were 
marched into the Palace through the front gate, 
behind the advance guard of the Japanese troops, 
and others were afterwards marched in through 
other gates and placed on duty ostensibly, and so 
far us they knew, to protect the Palace. There is 
no evidence that any of them engaged in any 
fighting or committed any outrages. It is true 
that a very sinall detachment were marched into 
the court-yard in front of the building in which 
the outrages were committed, but it was noticed 
that Japanese soldiers were mixed with them, and 
it is supposed that they were taken there in order 
that it might be stated that Korean soldiers were 
present. Thestory, afterwards so industriously 
circulated, that they went to the Palace to venti- 
late their grievances before His Majesty and that 
many of them dispuised themselves as Japanese, 
is entirely without foundation. The Koreans, 
like the Japanese subalterus and their soldiers, 
were under strict discipline, and in marching with 
the Japanese into the Palace, like them, simply 
obeyed the orders of their superior officers. 

It appears that there were Korean civilians, 
some of them high officials, connected with the 
conspiracy. Unfortunately for the ends of justice, 
maiy of these have fled and are now supposed to 
be in a foreign country. We are making a full 
investigation of all their cases, and shall report 
further to your Excellency. 


In the foregoing ceport we have not undertaken 
to state all the outrages committed in the Palace. 
And of the Japanese, dressed in plain clothes and 
armed with swords and pistols, who were directly 
engaged in the affair, there were many who pro- 
bably are not ordinarily classed as sosht, soine of 
them being Japanese advisers to the Korean Go- 
vernment and in its pay, and others Japanese 
policemen connected with the Japanese Legation. 
These, together with the soshz, and exclusive of 
the Japanese soldiers, who went into the Palace, 
numbered about sixty persons. 


Seal of Court. Ko Teung Chai Pan-So. 
Supreme Court. 


A SINGULAR CASE OF FRAUD. 
ee 

On Thursday morning in the Yokohama Chiho 
Saibansho, Alexandro Spiros, a Greek; who keeps 
a grog-shop at No. 151, Yokohama, was charged 
with having defrauded Alexander Pariakoff, a 
marine serving on board the Russian man-of-war 
Koreetz, of 270 yen. A Japanese advocate was 
deputed by the Court to defend the accused, while 
the Public Procurator led for the prosecution. 


In his opening cemarks, the Public Pro- 
curator stated that the case was very peculiar, 
the incidents being of a rather unusual character. 
The accused was charged with defrauding a 
Russian marine, who had deserted from the 
Koreets, of the sum of yen 270, which money the 
marine had himself stolen from the man-of-war. 
This macine, the nominal complainant in the 
case, had decamped with the stolen money 
to Yokohama. Here he met the accused and 
related to him the circumstances of his deser- 
tion. The accused then advised the marine to 
entrust him with the money, while he effected an 
escape to Kobe. Upon the marine’s arrival in 
that port, he promised to remit him $170, which 
he would draw from a certain bank there, while 
the remaining $100 would be sent down to Kobe 
by the Tacoma. To this the Russian agreed, but 
the Greek failed to carry out his promises. Subse- 
quently the marine was arrested and thrown into 
gaol at Yokohama. While in gaol he confessed 
to the theft of the money, and further stated that 
he had left it in the hands of the accused for safe 
keeping. The Greek when asked to restore the 
money denied all knowledge of the transaction. 

Evidence was then led in support of the pro- 
secution, and at the close the Public Procurator 
urged that the accused’s guilt having been clearly 
proved he should be sentenced to one year’s major 
confinement, fined 10 yen, and be subject to police 
supervision for six months, 


Tu Hwang, and Kwan 


If any suggestion or suspicion of such a 


436 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[April rr, 1896. 


ee een aE SRR Ta le A a SIL ST TR 
rr SA 


The Accused’s advocate, in reply, urged that the 
Greek was not guilty. ‘The evidence in regard to 
the alleged fraud was very flimsy, and the whole 
prosecution by its weakness demonstrated the un- 
soundness of the charge. The Greek, he declared, 
did not understand one word of Russian, and be- 
sides he was an entire stranger to the marine. 
Considering that the men could not communicate 
theic ideas in a language common to both, it was 
absurd to suppose that they could enter into any 
secret understanding with oneanother. Thecharge 
was admittedly based on an alleged confession of 
the Russian’s while in prison, but considering the 
bad character and disposition of the marine, such 
a confession was of little worth. Indeed, it might 
be considered as a falsehood invented on the spur 
of the moment to assist the Russian in getting 
through a bad scrape. Ra 

The Court then adjourned, it being announced 
that judgment would be given to-day. 





ANTI-FOREIGN FEELING AT 


CANTON. 
—_——____—-—_—___——_ 

A correspondent of the China Masi, writing from 
Canton, under date March 30, says:—There is 
just now a very strong anti-foreign and anti-man- 
darin feeling in the miuds of a large section of the 
hoating population of Canton. It is difficult to get 
* at all the facts of the case and one has to rely for 
the most part on rumours. But in this instance 
these rumours are apparently well-founded. ‘That 
unsigned placards were posted up in some parts 
of the City on Saturday night, urging those who 
are able to attack Shameen, and cut off as many 
foreigners’ heads as possible—rather devils heads’ 
—for each of which the :eward of $100 would be 
paid, shows that such angry feeling exists. The 
ebullition of animosity towards foreigners appears 
to be remotely, if at all, connected with the clearing 
of the Canal. Other reasons are sufficient to ex- 
plain it. Moreover, the small boats are not directly 
interested. Those concerned are the large passage 
and house-boats which run regularly from Canton 
to the neighbouring country towns. It is true that 
for months past, many of these clumsy boats have 
been in the habit of coming into the Canal, and 
therein, on the Sha Ki, discharging their passengers 
and cargo. It may be that those who formerly 
came into the Canal in large numbers, being now 
prohibited, have caused a crush at their old land- 
ing place. Be that as it may, the authorities have 
decided to prohibit all passage boats the use of 
theic old stage and have notified them to this 
effect and have assigned them other spots further 
down the river, 

This interference with old privileges the boatmen 
naturally object to, and will, they assert, resent 
and thwait. Those concerned believe that the 
Customs Authorities, both foreign and native, are 
the prime movers of this—to them—monst:ous 
invasion of their rights, and with characteristic sus- 
picion of and animosity towards foreigners, charge 
the foreigners with all the blame, and direct against 
them no small share of their rage. 

The people say, and probably with some reason, 
that any landing place further down the river will 
greatly mtecfere with their business. The west is 
the centre of all commercial activity in Canton at 
present, and the farther the boats are sent away 
from this centre the more inconvenient it will be for 
all concerned. Passengers will object to the trouble 
of extra travel; shopkeepers will object to the 
extra expense of conveying to and fro baggage 
and cargo. Moreover, the boatmen, judging no 
doubt from a wide experience, assert that the 
whole move is only a ruse on the part of the mane 
darins to impose add@itional taxes on a business 
already taxed heavily enough. Atany rate, thus 
they speak, and hence discontent and bitterness. 

The “ proclamation ” to the people, which was 
unsigned, composed apparently, if we may judge 
from its composition, by one of their number, reads 
as follows :— 

"Just now the barbatians are turbulent, and, 
the mandarins joining them, are provoking the 
populace to revolt and disorder. Ou the eigh- 
teenth of the present mouth, all the passage and 
other boats will be prohibited from anchoring at 
their usual anchorage. This will involve those 
concerned in great distress, and make it difficult 
to the last degree to carry on the usual business. 
We, the people, have decided, therefore, that on 
the 25th of the mouth, all of us who are able- 
bodied men will uuite and attack the Shameen, 
and behead the devils, and a reward of $100 is 
offered for each head.” 

The Chinese of the above was transcribed to 
me from memory, but may be accepted as fairly 
accurate, Of course this movement does not 
amount to anything, as far as the Shameen is 
concerned, but will probably issue in a big strike. 
The placard, however, shows the animus of the 


Google 


people against foreigners, whom they readily 
make the scape-goat of their anger, and proves 
that bitterness against them still exists, though for 
some time it has been comparatively quiescent. 





LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—_—__—_¢—_—_—__ 
(ReuTer’s “Japan Mait’’ Spgcitat Service.) 


London, April 7. 
A despatch to Zhe Zimes states that the 
Matabele have massacred altogether two hun- 
dred whites. 


The United States House of Representatives, 
by a large majority, has approved the report of 
the mixed committee in favour of the resolution 
adopted by the Senate urging the recognition 
of the Cuban insurgents as belligerents. 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe *' Japan 
Herald,” the ‘* Japan Gasette,’’ anu other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, April 2od. 

The New Chinese loan has been fully cover- 
ed both in London and Berlin. 

London, April 3rd. 

After an excited debate in the French Cham- 
ber of Deputies yesterday, on the Egyptian 
question, a vote of confidence in the Govern- 
ment was adopted by a majority of ninety-six 
votes. 

The Chartered Company are raising a force 
of five hundred men at Mafeking (Bechuana- 
land) to succour the defenders of Buluwayo. 

London, April 4. 

The French Senaté has adopted a vote of want 
of confidence in the Government in its foreign 
policy and has also deferred voting the Mada- 
gascar credit. The Cabinet, however, has re- 
solved to hold office. 

The Times states that the despatch forwarded 
by Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, to President Kruger, is friendly but 
firm, and insists on the redress of the Uitlanders’ 
grievances, affirming Great Britain’s right to 


interfere. 
London, April 6. 

Commercial and Consular treaties between 
Germany and Japan have been signed in Berlin. 
By the terms of the new treaties extra-territori- 
ality is not wholly abolished, and German 
imports obtain numerous reductions of the tariff. 

T 4e Italian garrison at Kassala has repelled 
an attack of 5,000 Dervishes, the loss to the 
Italians being inconsiderable. 


(From tax “ Dairy Paxes.’’) 
Takow, March 31, 3.10 p.m. 
Wholesale arrests of foreign compradores in 
the camphor districts are being made. Hongs 
are being closed, the contents confiscated, and 
the books seized by the Japanese authorities. 
Great excitement prevails. 


(From Tongin Excuanons.) 
Paris, March 21. 
The Russian press disapprove of the Don- 
gola Expedition, which, it is said, is only a 
pretext of Great Britain for the perpetual oc- 
cupation of Egypt. 
Paris, March 23. 
The advance guard of the Egyptian troops 
has occupied Akashe without resistance. 
Paris, March 22, 
The Italian Chamber has voted the credits 
of 140,000,000 lire for the Abyssinia campaign 
by 214 voles to 57. 
Paris, March 23. 
Emperor Menelik has demanded 250,000,000 
lire from Italy. In view of this demand the 
conclusion of peace is less probable. 


Paris, March 25. 
In the Lebaudy blackmailing case, Ulrich de 
Civry and de Cesti have been sentenced to 
three months’ imprisonment and a fine of 500 
francs. Joseph de Civry, Saint-Cére Chiorisolo, 
Carle des Perritres, and Labruyére were ac- 
quitted. 


(From tux " Diario pz Manita.”) 


Madrid, March 21. 
General Weyler has published in the Gaceta 


de la Habana a proclamation in which he states 
that he has come to Cuba to stop the war ; that 
he knows the loyalty that animates all true 
Spaniards both at home and abroad; that he 
knows they will make any and every sacrifice 
for ‘‘ La Patria;” that he will recognise such 
patriotism as it deserves and on the other hand 
will severely punish all who rebel against the 
Government. He concludes by exhorting the 
people to be more reasonable and take heed 
while yet there is time, for there is no desire on 
the part of the home Government to carry on 
the war to the bitter end. 


(Frou THR Jarpanes® Papaas.) 
Nagasaki, April 7. 

The U.S. cruiser Machias has arrived here. 

Hakodate, April 7. 

Mr. H. A.C. Bonar, the newly appointed 
British Consul, has reached here. 

Sakata, April 7. 

A strong shock of earthquake was felt here at 
9.50 a.m, to-day, and the inhabitants left their 
dwellings in fright. 

Sdul, April 4. 

In order to meet the deficiency in the Treasury 
some Ministers have proposed to impose new 
taxes, but the proposition has been thrown out, 
and it has been decided to allow Local Governors 
to accept bribes, a portion of which are to be 
transmitted to the Central Government. 

Mr. Komura, Japanese Minister Resident, 
has called on the Minister of Forereign Affairs. 

The newly appointed Korean Minister to 
Japan left for his mission to-day. 

Fasan, April 7. 

The contract for the construction of a rail- 
way between Sdul and Ninsen will, it is said, 
be given to Mr. Norris, an American resident 
of Yokohama, and the work will shortly be 
started. The agreement, it is said, permits of 
the Peninsular Government acquiring the rail- 
way after fifteen years. 

A telegram from An-po states that telegraphic 
communication having been interrupted, seven 
scouts were dispatched to Cho-ry6éng on the 
4thinst. The party met the rebels at 10.30a.m., 
and drove them back, the Japanese reaching 
Cho-ry6ng and Kosari at 3 p.m. without any 
loss. The number of casualties among the 
enemy is uncertain. Two Japanese postmen 
were attacked by insurgents at Cho-rydng, but 
were rescued by the Japanese scouts. 

Nagano, April 8. 

A heavy rain fell at Naoyetsu last night, and 
much damage was done there. Railway com- 
munication between Naoyetsu and Takata was 
interrupted in consequence. 

Yokkaichi, April 8. 

The Kansai Railway was slightly damaged 
by last night's severe rain, but was soon repair- 
ed, and communication was not interrupted. 

Toyama, April 8. 

Owing to the persistent rains of the past few 
days the Shintsu river overflowed ; the embank- 
ments of the Joganji-gawa were broken. 

Niigata, April 8. 

The Shinano-gawa overflowed yesterday, and 
houses along its banks were inundated. 

Gifu, April 8. 

Heavy rains have prevailed for the past two 
days, and the river is greatly swollen. Two 
bridges have been washed away. 

Fusan, April 9. 

The new Korean Minister to Japan arrived 
here to-day by the Aigo Maru, and at once 
left for Japan. 

Nemuro, April 9. 

The ice-floes have drifted sufficiently clear of 
the land to allow the Jse Maru to reach here 
to-day. She brought 4,000 foku of rice, and 
residents gladly welcomed her, 

Aomori, April 9. 

A down-train from Tokyo was derailed in 
the neighbourhood of Nobechi Station yesterday 
afternoon, and the locomotive was damaged. 
Communication has since been interrupted. 

Shizuoka, April 9. 

The Jsxmi has arrived at Shimizu. 

Nagasaki, April 9. 

The French flagship Bayard arrived here 
from Shanghai to-day. 
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(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuess Koiton) 


The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mou- 
day ane Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 


to II p.m, 


Visitors to Yokohama and Officers of ships 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club dur- 


ing their stay in this port. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 


every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m, 


SoLuTIon oF 
WHITE. 
Ii—RtwK5 
2—R takes R, mate 
2—Q takes B, mate 


2—O to B 6, mate 


PROBLEM No, 223. 
BLACK, 
I—B takes O 


I—R or P takes R 


1—K takes R 
I—K to Bg 


2—O to K Kt sq., mate 


2—Kt to B 6, mate 


2—R to K 4, mate. 


Correct answers from Shogi, W.D.C., Digammia, 


1—R takes P 
I—Rto Bg 


J.D., W.HLS., E.J.K., and W.d.H. 


Prosi 


EM No. 225. 


By Louis Ktagg. 


BLACK. 





WHits, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


Game No. 463. 


WHITE. 
E. M, Jackson. 


i—PtoK4 
2—K Ktto B3 
3—Bto Bg 
4—P to f 3 
5-BtoK3 
6—P to B 3 (b) 
7—QO KttoQ2 
8—Kt to B sq. 
9—Ktto Ki 3 
1to—Kt to B 5 (c) 
11—P takes B 
12—B takes B (d) 


13—P toQ4 
14—Kt to R4 
15—Bto K 2 


16—P to K Kt 4 


17——P takes P (en pas) 


18—Kt to Kt 2 
1I9—Pto KR3 
20—O to " 2 

21—O to B4 

22—Kt takes O 
23—K to O 2 
24—P to K R 4 (f) 
25—K to K 3 (2) 
206—Kt takes Kt 


28—P to 


BLACK. 
R. Teichmann. 
I—P to K4 
2—O Kt to B3 
3—Bto Bg 
4—Ktto B3 
5—B to Kt 3 (a) 
6—P to 
7—Ktto K 2 
8—Kt to Kt 3 
9—B to K3 
10—B takes [Xt 
11r—Kt to K 2 
12—R P takes B 
13—PtoK5 


14—PtoQO4 
15—V lo 2 
16—P to K Kt 4 


18—O to e3 


19—K to 

20—O to K B3 
21—Q takes O 
22—Kt to Ki 4 
23—~K to 92 
24—Kt to 2 
25—P to 4 
26—K asd Ke 
27—Pto Bg 


to direct his play with a view to exercising pressure in that 
direetion. 


the gradual advance in Biack’s centre. 


gulation of championships,” which has been drawn 
up—apparently in tesponse to a commission from 
the Manhattan Chess Club of New York—by 
Senor A. C. Vasquez, the chess champion of 
Cuba. 
hattan Club shall invite subscriptions to a prize 
fund for a contest that shall determine the Grand 
Champion and Champion of the World.” 
scene of this proposed contest is to be the City of 


competitors are to be the winners of the five chief 
have won a first or second prize in any of the in- 
January, 1891; players to whom such masters 


of whom one shall be sent to New York by the 






17—R P takes P (e) 












































(f) He mus: advance the pawn in order to liberate his Kt, but 
he never gets rid of the weakness of it. 

(zg) On the whole, Kt to Kt a was better. 

(h) Rather risky, but Whi e had to make an attempt to prevent 





Tuer Vasauvez Cuampionsuie Cope. 


The British Chess Magasine wanslates from the 
Diario de le Familia of Havana a “ code for the re- 


It begins with a provision that the Man- 


The 
New York; and those that are to be eligible as 
prizes at the Hastings Congress; masters who 
ternational tourneys that have been held since 
have lost individual matches; and ‘ champions,” 


principal club of each country. The “ grand 
champion of the world ” and the “ second cham- 
pion of the world” shall be determined by a tour- 
ney of two rounds; and the Vasquez code provides 
that “besides the grand champion and the second 
champion of the world, there shall be in every 
nation a champion and a vice-champion, with ap- 
pointments by the president of the most ttumerous 
club of the capital of each nation to aspire, after 
the necessary tourneys, to those posts.’ These 
champions and vice-champions are alone to be 
admitted in general congresses of masters; but if 
the grand champion and the second champion 
should desire to take part in any such contest they 
are to be at liberty to ask permission to do so. 
At every official meeting of chess-players, the 
managers are to correspond with the grand cham- 
pions “At his direction they shall receive the 
entry of the second champion, and afterwards 
shall follow the champions of each nation, in order 
of age, giving the preference to the oldest. Next 
to them shall come the vice-champions in the 
order of age.” ‘The code makes provision for the 
acceptance of challenges of the grand champion, 
who ‘thas to be always ready for acontest. If, 
however, on account of chronic ill-health, or seri- 
ous occupations, duly proved, he is unable to 
accept a challenge for the championship in the 
space of four months, he shall substitute the 
second champion,” whose successor, in the event 
of defaults such as have been already described in 
the case of the grand champion, shall be ‘the 
winner of the last international tourney.” The 
Vasquez code provides further that in contests 
for the post of grand champion or second cham. 
pion the practice of scoring half a game to each 
combatant for a drawn game shall be abolished. 
It is necessary to accustom chess-players to ener- 
gelic games, to endeavour to win and to rout 
their opponents, in order that chess may not be 
converted into a kind of game of drauglits, mono- 
tonous and tiresome.” The Vasquez code is to 
be circulated by the Manhattan Club “ among all 
the chess clubs and periodicals of the world, ask- 
ing for their acquiescence,” and arrangements 
are to be made for holding the contest for the 
“ Universal Championship of Chess” at an early 
date, the code suggesting that it shall be “com- 
pletely finished” either by June 22nd, 1896 (the 
59th anita chatty of the birth of Paul Morphy), 
or else by September 7th, 1896 (the 170th anni- 
versary of the birth of Philidor), 


Game No. 464. 

The following was the ninth game of the recent 
Showalter-Lipschiitz match for the chess cham- 
pionship of the United States. It was played at 
the Manhattan Chess Club in New York on 
November 22nd, 1895, the opening being on the 
lines subsequently followed by Steinitz and Pills- 
bury in a game of the third round of the St. 
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13—K takes B 13—Kt to B 3 
14—Q to K sq. (c) 14—O takes P 
15—K to O sq. 15—QO Rto K sq. 
16—P to QO Kt 3 16—P to K 6 
17—B to R 3 17—Q to K B 5 (d) 
BLACK—SHOWALTER. 





WHITE~—LIPSCHUTZ. 


18—B takes 2 Aniad to K7 ch, 
I takes 19—R takes 
snesl takes R 20—P to uh, 
21—K takes P 21—O toO 5 ch. 
22—K to K2 22—Q takes R (e) 
23—PtwOB3 a3—F toO Kt 3 
24—R to K sq. 24—KX to Kt sq. 
25—B to R3 25—Q takes R P ch, 
26—K to Bsq. 26—O takes Kt P 
27—P to R3 27—K to B2 
28—K to Kt sq. 28—P to 2 R 4 
29—K to R2 29—O to R7 
30—K to Kt 3 30-—O 0 O4 
31—B to B sq. 31—O to O Och, 
32—Bito K 3 32—PtoRS5 
33—R to O Bsq.- 33—Kt to R4 
34—R to K sq. 34—Kt to B5 

And Lipschutz resigned. (f) 

NOTES. 


(From the New Orleans Times-Democrat, condensed.) 

(a) The attack advocated by Steinits. 

(b) “ A seductive move,” says Steinitz in his Modern Chess 
Instructor, which wins a piece, but subjects White to an irresis- 
tible attack.”’ 

(c) Even more eocachy disastrous is 14 Q takes Kt P, For 
then r4...... Q to B55 15 9 Cokes Et © idhes 8 P che 26 K to 
Q sq, Q takes Kt P: 17 R to K sq. Qto Kt sch; 18 K toQa,R 
toR 7 ch; 19 Rto K 2, Q takes R, mate. 

(d) The combination involved in this and in Black’s preceding 
move is likely to form a standard branch henceforth of this varia- 
tion of the Petroff. 

(e) The game is over. 

(f) White cannot stay the advance of the adverse R P, and 
this will cost White another piece. 


CHESS IN PHILADELPHIA. 
The following game was played by Mr. Pills- 
bury upon a visit to the Franklin Chess Club, 
Philadelphia, Me, Kemenyi being a strong Hun- 


garian amateur, residing in Philadelphia. 


Game No. 465. 
EVANS GAMBIT. 


WHITE. 
Mr. E. Kemenyi. 


I—PtoK4 
2—Kito K B3 
3--B to B4 
4—P to 0 Kt 4 
5—P to B3 
6—P to Q4 
7—Castles (b) 
8—QO Kt to Q2 
BtoO 3 
sGankkt oB 4 
11— Kt to K 3 (e) 


BLACK. 
Mr. H.N. Pillsbury. 
i—PtoK4 
2—Ktto QO B3 
3—Bio B4 
4—B takes Kt P 
5—B to Q 3 (a) 
6—Kt to B3 
7—Castles 
8—OtoK2 
9—Kt to KK sq. (c) 

10—P to B 3 (d) 
11—-P to K Kt 3 


27—P to & B 4 (h) 
3 


28—P takes P (ch.) Petersburg tourney, which was wou by Steinitz:— 


oe Ey = BoP wo SG THE PETROFF COUNTER ATTACK. 
EF a WHITE. BLACK. 
31—K to B 4 Awd SO Rto kK B sq. Lipschiitz, Showalter. 
' = 1—Pto K4 I—P to K 4 
Ph ay B is to be preferred, as the White centre pawns are 2—Ktto KB 3 a—KitoKB 3 
B h ble Whit k h h —_ == 

Q\slde- We do no thish there le any videtie tiene) | Sod Fa ee 
unless White succeeds in cdstling on the queen’s side at an early 4 oe 5 4—- bo 5 
stage of the game. 5—O to K2 5—BtoO Kt 5 ch. 

(c) This may almost be pronounced as the losing move. Black 6—K to O sq. 6—P to 4 
now takes this knight, obtains a strong centre, and weakens 23 
White’s pawns on the king’s side to a considerable extent. 7—P takes P en pas 7—P to B4 
White would have done much better by (10) B takes B, P takes 8—Kt to Kt 5 (b) S—Castles 


B (1x) Q to Kt 3, which would again give White a chance of 


castling on the O'R ble side, with a better — Kt takes Kt 


Qo—P takes Kt 





(d) The open Q R file is an advantage to Black, but B takes B 10—O to B 4 chi, 10—K to R sq. 
was ey as a means of supporting the precariously placed 11—O takes B 11I—B to Kt 5 ch. 
(c) Black now obtains the open K R file also, aud proceeds 12—Bto K2 12—B takes Bch. 


Digitized by Google 





12—KttoO5 12—Q to O sq. 
13—B to es 13—1 to Re: 
14—Kt are 2 14—P toO 
15—PtoK Bg ‘I5—Ktto Kt 2 
16—P to BS 16—Pto K Kt4 
17—-PtoK R4 17—P takes P (f) 
18—QO to Kt 4 18—K to R sq. 
19—Q takes P 19—O to O 2 (g) 
20—K to B2 20—H to O sq. 
21—R to R sq. 21—Kt to K sq. 
22—R to R3 22—Kt to R 4 (hb) 
23—O R to R sq. (i) 23—R to B2 
24—B to K 2 (j) 24—R to Kt 2 
25—BtoR5 25—K to Kt sq. 
26—B takes Kt 26— — 0 
27--O takes Pch.(k)  27—K takes QO. 
= takes R 28—B pegny P 

29—P takes B 290—Q to B sq. 
att to R 8 ch. Pe to B2 
31—O Rto R7 ch. 31—O to Kt 2 
32—B to R6 32—Q takes R 


33—KK to Kt sq. 
34—K to R sq. 
Resigns (1). 


—R takes Och. 
i to Kt 7 ch. 
35—Ktto K 4 


(2) Pillsbury’s favourite defence, which he adopted success: 
fully at Hastings on two occasions—against Bird and Schiffers ; 
but neither of them conducted the attack correctly, so that the 
result cannot be taken as @ test of the sounduess of the defence. 
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Kt to Kt s, which wins the exchange, but “7 ‘ . SSENGERS. 
Pee dee meee fare ilaa 48 equivalent in pawns, and a better MAIL STEAMERS. nee aes 

















































































ition besides. : 
© ae? sesees P takes Lh ag pera takes P, hea ee aie hannne ena Per French steame: Saghasien, from Marseilles 
tto K &q.; 12—Kt to B 4, threatening B takes P ch., &c, rete NEXT PATE 1S ber ‘ mies : vg : 
Oa) 0 occee . P ta es P now would be more unfavourable still, From America ....cc00 pec P. M. Co. Thursday, April 16th.* via por (s ®: Vicomte de ondy, 3 any a A 3 
because of z1—P to K 5, followed by P takes P ch. _ +. | Brom Canada, &c....... per G. POR, Ca, Monday, April igh t | Servants, Comte Amenokoji, Mt. Bramwell, Mr. 
(e) This threatening knight’s move gives White a winning | from Hongkong ...... per. v. R. Co. Thucaday, April t6th.t E. Foxwell, Mr. J. Blum, r. E. Blum, Captain 
ttack. From Hongkong ...... er O. & O. Co. ursday, April 16th. ; ; ; ‘ ; ve 
a (f) ‘Too risky. Perhaps Mr. Pilisbury had hopes of a counter | from Rate Pune ca O.%& O.Co, Saturday, April asth § Camovooti, M re Mitsuoki Kasahara, Mi. E. Caillot, 
attack on the open knight's file; but he has no time for it, a8| From Europe, vith Mrs. and Miss Hyde, Mr. C. W, Banks, Me. T. 
the sequel shows. 17.4... P to It R 3 should have been played. Hongkong oc... per N. 0. Lloyd  Wed'day, April rgth Iuoa, Me. G, O'Farrell, Mr. S. Dannenberg, 
(g) A most uncomfortable position. He has to provide against | from Hongkong ...... per P. & U.Co. Sunday, April xgth. hla cee Saath D Mies K 
go Many dangers. White having only the embarrassment of | From Kurope, vis Mrs. Espeisse, Mr. H. D. Reymont, iss Kars- 
choice in the attack. If 19...... P takes P, then so—P takes P,| Hongkong 0... 1 per M. M. Co. Wed’ay, April and. | Jake, Miss Kekewich and maid, Mr. A. Chater, 





followed by Kt to K B 4, and wins. f 
(h) In order to dislodge the powerful knight at Q §. 
(i) An irresistible attack. Threatening s4—Q takes P ch at 
oO rtune moment. 
wi) the right course. As soon as the defending Kt at K sq is 
off Black’s game must fall to pieces. _ 
(k) Very pretty, and a fine termination to a well-played game 
(1) Mate in two moves with Kt takes B P cannot be prevented. 


Mc. Hung Kai Shu, and Mr. Yu King Dong in 
cabin; one Indian in steerage. 

Pe: British steamer Belgic, from San Francisco : 
—Mr. C. R. Dilworth, Mrs. Dilworth, Mr. Otis 
A. Poole, Mis. N. M. Huster, Me. Titus B. Meigs, 
Mis. Meigs, Captain Geo. W. Conner, Miss Alice 
Hapgood, Mr. W. A. Wilson, Me. F. H. Olmstead, 
Miss M. Averill, Mr. F. H. Loring, Mrs. Locing, 


* Peru left Jan Francisco on March 3eth. ¢ Empress of India left 
Vancouver on March joth. t Empress of China left Hongkong on 
April 811) « Doric (with Fnylish mail) left Hongkong on April 
8th. | Coptic left Sau Meancisco on April 8th. 


THR NKXT MATL UBAVAS 
for Hongkong ......... per PLR Co. Monday, April 13th. 
For Canada, &c...... per() PLR Ce Friday, April 27th. 
For Europe, vid Hong- 





Gams No. 466. 














. WOME ceseceseseecareceees pec No W. dloyd Saturday, April 18th. J 
A particularly fine Evans Gambit secently | or america ............ nev. XO Co Saturday, April 8th | Mc, E. Schoeninger, Mrs. Schoeninger, Mr. H. 
played in Australia :— eh rte vid Shang- Si eed as, Sundav, April rth Simpkins, Mr. H. P. Bowie, M:. M. H.R. Harris, 
WHITE. BLACK. For Victoria, 1 -Cess.e pec N. &. to Thursday, Aprilegrd.| Me. F. Hellyer, Mes. Hellyer, Miss Mation 
M. Heaver. }. 8. Stanley. For Hongkong ........ per P.& O. Co, Saturday, April agth | Hellyer, Mr. G. M. Solomonsen, and Mr. A. 
1—PtoK4 1—Pto K4 for Victoria, BO bee 0. R.& N.Co. Sister, cat Jespersen in cabin. For Nagasaki :—Commodore 
2a—Ktto KB 3 a—KitoOB3 P. de Lemascheffsky in cabin. For Shanghat:— 
3—B to B4 3—B to B4 Mr. E. H. Kenney and Mis. Kenney and 2 
4—P toQO Kt 4 4—B takes P LATEST SHIPPING. children in cabin. Foc Hongkong :—Mr. Otto 
5—P to O B3 5—Bto B4 Se Richter and Mr. E. Shaipin cabin. Brom Hono- 
6—P toO4 6—P takes P ARRIVALS. lulu:—Mr. G. H. Wells, Mr. A. Paget, Mr. 
7—Castles 7—P to 0 3 Kaiser (15), German flagship, Captain Faeschke, Fletcher, Mrs. Birnie, Mr. and Mrs. Winam, and 
8—P takes P 8—B to Kt 3 2nd April,—Nagasaki 30th March, Colonel E. Bridges in cabin. 
g—KtrioQ B3 9o—Bto K Kt 5 Irene (22), German cruiser, Captain von Dresby, DEPARTED. 
10—B to O Kt 5 10—B to Q 2 2nd April,—Kabe Ist April. Per British steamer Shanghai, for London via 
m—PtoK 5 11—P takes P Chittagong, British steamer, 1,241, O. Davey, 3'd} ports :—Mr. P. da Silva in cabin. 
12—Pw Q 5 12—KttoQ R4 April,—Hongkong vid pots, and Kobe Ist} Per French steamer Yarra, for Shanghai via 
13—B takes Bch. 13—Q takes B April, General,—Samuel Samuel & Co. Kobe:—Mr. A. Thiollier, Mc. Ocaindorge, Mrs. 
14—Kt takes P 14—O to K B4 Teenkat, British steamer, 3,016, G. W. Long, 31d] Lemars, Mrs. Schimacker, Mis. Ri Howard and 
15—Q to R 4 ch. 15—I< to O sq. April, —Liver poal vid ports, and Kobe 20d Apzil, | amah, Mr. Ga, Me. K. Den, Mr. K. Tanaka, Me. 
16—B to Kt 5 ch. (a) 16—Ktto K B 3 General.—W. M. Strachan & Co. A. R. Mortis, Me. J. Kuhn, Mr. Van Dockum, 
17—B takes Ketch. 17—K to B sq. (b) Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque,} Mrs. A. Sum, Mr. Do Lo Sing, Mr. Hep Cok Co, 
18—B takes P 18—B to K Kt sq. 5th April,—Hongkong vid ports, 27th March, /and Mr. ‘f. Matsunaga in cabin. : 
19—P to Kt 4 19—O to Ktg Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 
20—Kt to IX 4 20—Q takes B Menelaus, British steamer, 2,466, Powell, 6th April, BSS Ee ete, OTe, eee eg 
21—Kt to Q6ch. 2i—Ptakes KX —London vid ports, and Kobe 5th April, Gene- LATEST COMMERCIAT. 
22—QO Rto Beh. (c) 22—BioB4 cal.—Butterfield & Swire. Sey ae 
23—0 t0 O7 ch. 23—KX to Kt sq. Prinsess Wilhelm (22), German cruiser, Captain IMPORTS 
24—QO takes P ch. 24—B takes O Holtzendorff, 61h April,—Nagasaki 3rd April. mea 


Trade cather mixed. Yarnus—Some life at 
quotations. Grey Cloth subsided. Fancies dull 
with very few sales. Woollens—A blank with 
the exception of 5,000 pais Blankets. General 
outlook is not particularly bright at the moment, 

COTTON PREC GOODS, 
Par viace. 
Urey Shistings—84M, 384 yds. syinches $240 to 2.80 
Grey Shirtinga—olh, 38) yds. 4sinches 2.70 to 3.25 
I. Cloth~7)h, 24 yards, y2inches...... t.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings--12 yards, qyinches,. §.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assarted,24 yards, yoinches,, 200 to 3.75 
Cotton—lItalians and Satteens UWlacte, PRR VAUD. 
32 1NChES Lee ccecee eeeeeeseeeeese eee 0.16 t00.22 
PER Piece, 
Velvets—Black, 96 yards, azinches ... 8-0 to 60,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.75 to 0.90 
lurkeyReds—z.o to 2.41b, 24/25 yards, 
JOTACHES wc cee cereee ce cee ere cee sen cee cee 
Turkey Reds—z.8 to 3b, 24/25 yards, 
JO TCHES ...eecee cee sen sen cee cee see ene ces 
Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4]b, 24/25 yards, 
32 TOCHES 000... cee cee se cer eee ces vensance 
Tuckey Reds—4.8 to 5lb, 24/25 yards, 
32 TCHS oo cecccnceecsecerececeee vernere 2 70t0 3.50 
WOOLLEMHITS, re YARD, 
Flamed ..... ccccee ssc cscese conces senses eveeens, $0030 la 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, gaz inches best 0.35 too.gt 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
Median cece cceccncen ees ceerr eee eeeeee 9 30 000.324 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
COMMON: ievsesaseccncsvenrvieineseeccens 
Mounsoline de J.aine—Criape, 24 yards, 
RU TNC EB reece cee ctsceeeeseee ceeeneees O.9§ (0.22 
Cloths—Pilotn, §4 @ 56 inches oo... 0.35 too.50 
Cloths—Prenidents, 54 @ SGinches ... 0.60 to 0.65 


Saghatien, French steamer, 2,580, Le Gall, zih 
Apiil, —Marseilles Ist March, Hongkong 2gth, 
Shanghai and April, and Kobe 6th, Mails and 
General.—Messageries Maritimes Co, 

Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, 8th 
April,—Victoria, B.C., and Tacoma, Wash., 
2tst March, Mails and General.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 

Cassius, German steamer, 1,830, Unruh, gh April, 
—Hamburg wA ports, General.—Simon, Evers 


& Co. 


25—Kt to QO 7 mate. 


(a) The real complications begin at this point. Of course the 
bishop cannot be captured except at the expense of immediate 
mate at Q 7. In any case, White must win something by the 
move he makes. 

(b) It P takes #, Kt takes P ch gives White also a winning 


game. 
(c) Ihis splendid continuation stamps the game as quite out 
of the common order. The finish is simply magnificent, 


ENGLAND VERSUS AMERICA. 

The cable chess match between the British 
Chess Club of London, representing chess players | cyty of Peking, American steamer, 3,128 T 
of Great Britain, and the Brooklyn Chess Club, ee gth Pape Hnnpkone ee rst 
representing Amesican players, commenced on the} = Anril, Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 
13th March in Brooklyn and at the Cannon-street| Bejgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, gth 
Hotel in London, A start was made promptly at) April,—San Francisco vid Honolulu, 2tst March, 
10 a.m. and play was carried on until 6.30 p.m., Mails and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 
at which time, as none of the games had been | 4sjoun, Heitish steamer, 1,620, Murray, roth April, 
finished, the players were directed to seal their —Portland, Or., 15th March, vid Honolulu 25th, 


moves. Play was resumed Saturday morning, Mails and General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 
and in spite of the fact that Pillsbury bad 


made the prediction that the English team 
would carry off the honours of the contest, 
as they appeared to have the best of the game 
at the close of Friday’s play, the Americans soon 
demonstrated theic superiority, finally succeeding 
in carcying off three games to their opponents’ 
two, the remaining games being drawn. Barry 
and Burtille, who bail from Boston, and Showalter, 
were the successful contestants, while Hodges, 
Hymes, and Delmar divided their honours with 
the Britons. The score of the match stands :— 


1.50 to 1 65 
1.70 tu 3.90 


2.0 to 2.§0 


Nominal. 





DEPARTURES. 

Pingsuey, British steamer, 1,988, Davis, 3rd 
Aptil,—London vid ports, General——-W. M. 
Strachan & Co. 

Shanghai, British steamer, 1,672, J. Cowie, 3rd 
April, —London vid ports, General.—P. & O. 
S.N. Co. & 

Swatow, German steamer, 631, Brodstein, 5th 
April,—Manila, Ballast.—Cheong Wo Tyek Co. 

Yarra, French steamer, 2,126, de Maubeuge, 5th 


025 to 0,274 


oe April,—Shanghai vid Kobe, Mails and General. | Cioths—Union, §4 @ 55 inches .....4. 0.40 t0 0.70 
Board a pian Result. aye Result. Moves — Messageries Maritimes Co. © --cc Manuleta—Scarlet and Green, 3 to 5th, 
. yers. yers. - Bloves. Chittagong, British steamer, 1,241, O. Davey, 7th Dee We oe. ee car coe cee sos c0e vee soe see se 0.60 ty 0.975 


Io.eePillsbury .....0 Blackbutne......1 ......66 
Dreeeeedbowalter secsesk — BurtrisccsccrecceeesO see eesO4 
SecveeeBbureitle coccccered Bird serscccccsceves® sovseeGS 


April,—Victoria, B.C., and Portland, Or., vid 


; COP UTOT YARIS, a 
Honolulu, Mails and General.—Samuel Samuel shake demas 


Nun. 16,24, Singles ....:....ss0ee esseeeeee $37-00 to 38.00 


acest eveeeeeacaan Ti | eeerasetran & Co. ee . Nos, 28/32, Singles eee es ney rece woe 40.00 to 41.60 
4 Lode I a ed O .. 67 Ashdown, British steamer, 1,893, Jas. Cowie, 8th | Nos. 38/42, Singles wc... cceceeee coeeee 4 46§0 tO 45.50 
ae Hodges eeaceeere Mille Ceeciwiene eee . $... oF April,—Kobe, Ballast.—W. M. Strachan & Co. Nos. 32, co TT RTTRITOTIRT TTI PTT 44.00 to 4§.00 

crate etesecees H sesensseeses Gaeene 4 Niobe, Gerinan steamer, 1,666, Plaff, 8th Aptil,— oe OUDIES eee eee teens §7-00 tO 48.50 
Zeveee DDOUMAl sesseeeee 3 UKUDS cerceeseene o GeeeeeeG I Waste aid. “tauhuas iA -poce,. Genel | os, 2 60, Plait... sees cee senGecestees : 

Biivig DOI Sian siecdinn o Jackson ... 1... I sescoed3 Sica apenas g p ’ . eg 2 'Bo, PIR sear netO outa Nominal. 
es 2) Rae »s Evers . NOB. 2/100, Plat ccccsecccccscccces seveeces 
é ah Pingsuey, British steamer, 1 988, Davis, gth April, | Nos. 2/60, Gassed..cuensssereees 75000 80.00 
Total seseeeGd Total pes seae wenadda ont — Yokosuka, Goneral-W. M. Strachan & Co. Nos, 2 Bo, Geassed ... ces cee ces aeens Be Ce ae 90.00 to 95.00 


The following openings were played: Queen’s 
gambit, Queen’s gambit declined, P to Q4, Queen’s 
gambit declined, Ruy Lopez, Ruy Lopez, P to Q4, 
Giuoco piano. 


The Americans had first move on the odd-num- 
bered boards. 

The London Times, commenting upon the match, 
says :—An early challenge for acetusn match may 
be anticipated. The present contest will do ex: 
cellent service in calling pointed attention to the 
fact that the English players are out of practice. 
The conditions were too exciting to produce the best 
play. The principal games were long andfaulty. 


Nos. 2/100, Gassed ..,...sssceeesreeeeee ve H1§60 tO 125.00 
MICTALS. 

Market weak and feeble. Iw spite of strength 
on the home side, holders have had to let go; but 
they are not inclined to sell much at present quo- 
tations. Galvanized has suffered most, being 
overstocked, 


Pamiat Asova (14), Russian flagship, Captain J. 
Tchubnine, oth April,—Nagasaki via Kobe. 
Admiral Nakhimoff (18), Russian cruiser, Captain 

Kasherininoff, 9th April,—Nagasaki vid Kobe. 
Zabiaka (1), Russian gunboat, Captain Domojiroff, 
gth April,—Nagasaki vid Kobe. 
Gaydamak, Russiaw torpedo-cruiser, Commander 
Stemman, gth April,—Nagasaki vid Kobe. 
Vsadnik, Russian torpedo-cruiser, Commander 
Greve, oth April,—Nagasaki vid Kobe, 
Glenshiel, British steamer, 2,240, R. D. Jones, roth 
April, —Marseilles and London vid ports, Gene- 
ral.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 


Pett PICUL. 
What aes, fg inclercssccecss cee cessecccecss ete $3.20 (0 3.25 
Bhat Bate, bitch .ce see cccccesseceeceneee cesses 3625 (0 3.30 
Round and square upto Pinch c..c08 3-20 lO 3.30 
fron Plates, asSOrted weoesecssccesseceeeescee 3-40 10 3.50 
Sheet From v.cscessssseer cesses ceesseseesseess 4:00 10 4.70 
Galvanized Tron sheets ....cscccsscersseens 8.50 tO 9.00 


Google 
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Wire Nails, assorted ..........:c0ccceees  §.5§0 tO §.60 
Vin Plates, pet Box ....c..cssssscssssrees §.30 10 §-40 
Pig Team, MGs & ree ccscessces .- 1,60 to 1.65 


KEROSENE, 
Small business at quotations. Dealers are bare 
of stock and are obliged to operate to some extent, 
but they “ kick” against present prices. No use; 
holders have the upper hand and know that the 
other side must have Oil, 
AMETICED oes ces .20 ces cen rercenere ces sesccrsee cee $2.05 10 2.20 


ROMO. sed cig eth vesets ein deioiiacicntiins MIO 2.55 
Langkat SOO ER NEO ee ERE ee eR eR Ree tee eee eh ee nee = 


SUGAR. 


Brown—Quiet, after the business ofilast month, 
and prices are no better than our quotations. 
White—Unusnally quiet for the time of year; but 
holders are fairly seed the top quotation only 
being ‘cut’’ to about 1 per cent. 

PER PICUL, 


Brown Pakeao oo. cccsecccecesseesee cs easeerces $4.g5 CO 4.85 


EON BERGA: sia scnecissesicsecndessvcaie 4-90 to 5.20 
Brown Daitong (NeW) w..cseeeseeeses 3.90 tO 3.95 
BOO CARIN 000 sciast xc ivnviacssce cs 3.80 to 4.90 
White Java and Penang ............ 6.70 to 6.80 
White Refined... 00... eee eee 6.45 to 9.30 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 

A moderate business has been done at quota- 
tions, which show a further decrease all round; 
with the exception of fine-sized Filatures, for 
which dealers make a show of strength. Sporting 
bids come in for good quality which are not ac. 
cepted at present. Stock heavy and spring reel. 


ings coming in. Indeed some “ essais precets 7 
of new crop are expected by the 2oth of next 
month from the Hachioji districts ! 
QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 
Filatures—Ixtra g/11, 10/82 den,,.,.Nom. — 


Rilatures—Extra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom. 
Filatures—No. 1, 10/13 deniers... .......00 $740 to 750 
Filatures—No. 0, 13/85, 14/16 den......... 665 to 675 
Filatures—-No. 14, 10/14 deniers ............ 680 to 700 
Filatures—No. of. 13/16, t4/tz7den. ...... 635 to 645 
Filatures—No. 2, 60/85 deniers... sees 640 tO 650 
Filatures—No. 2, 14/18 deniers............... 610 to 620 
Re-reels—_No. 1, 13/15, 14/16 den....Nom. 630 

Re-reels——No. 14, 13/16, 14/t7 deniers....., 610 to 620 
Re-reela—No, 2, 64/18 Meniers wi. .ssseersee 580 tO 590 
Re-reels—No. 2}, 14/18 deniers .,..., 570 to 575 


Re-reels—No. 3, 14/20 deniers,,,... Nom. 550 to 560 
Kakedas—Extca ... 0... ccc cce eee Nom, maid 
Kakedas—No. to... ss Nom. _ 


Kakedas—No, 20 ..sssscsssesssssesseseesessee-es 620 to 625 
K alcedas—NoO,. 2 ois cescesceeserserssesseccsseeees 600 tO 610 
Kamedas—No. 24 .........csssessesseesers seeveee 590 CO 595 


WASTE SILK. 


Holders have been ready sellers at quotations 
and a large business has been done. Dealers 
are willing to go on at the same rates. Stock is 
reduced below 8,000 piculs. 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW WASTE.) 


Noshi—Filature, Best 0.2.1... ccc 000 cee see ee GLOS§ 
Noshi—Filature, Good .......06.00 see ese ceeeee 1OO 
Noshi—Oshu, Hest... ... cc cccceeceeeee ene eeeces ENO 
Noshi—Oshu, Good TIeTIeTIe IOI eli ei a ett 105 
NoshimOshu, Medi ..........csceecseceeere 1OO 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ............ ce ceceee eee 
Noshi—Shinshi, Good 04.0... ce cee cen cee ot 
Noshi—Bushu, Best .,..........c00eee eer eee ces 
NoshimBushir, Good ooo... ccc cec cee cee sen eee 
Noshi—Bushu, Mediwan... .........sccceeeeeeee 
Noshi—Joshu, Good ............ 
Noshi—Joshu, Fair FOO ee Pee ee eee eee ee oon 
Kibiso—Filature, Best PTrerirlinii a Te tietiet) 
KibisomFilature, Seconds ... ce sce cee cee eee 


TEA. 

No business to record. We note that the 
Belgic brought back some of the “ swallows” in 
readiness for the New season. The present fine 
weather should be favourable for the coming crop. 






EXCHANGE, 


Rates of exchange have only been subject to 
very slight fluctuations during the week. 

Sterling—Bank T.T.  ...csccesseeseeeee 2/3y% 
Bills on demand.,,,... 2/23% 
4 months’ sight ..,... 2/2% 
Private 4 months’ sight...... 2/248 
6 months’ sight...... 2/35 
On Paris—Banh sight .....ccceceeeseeee 2-79 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight... 2.83 
On Hongkong—Bank sight......3°/. p. to par. 
Private rodays' sight. 2°/0 d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ............ 72 to} 
Private 10 days’ sight... 73 to 
On India—Bank sight .......ccceeseeeee 1844 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 1864 
On America—Bank Bills on demand., 53$to} 
Private 4 months’ sight 56 


On Germany—Bank sight ......... 2.254106 


Private 4 months’ sight,., 2.29 
Bar Silver (London) ssc scoscesessesevense 31 4%5 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 
Yokohama, April 7th, 

Latest mail advices from Hongkong are dated 
the 24th and 28th ultimo, from which the following 
changes and movements in the share market have 
to be noted, 

H. & S. Banks have further advanced from 186 
per cent. premium to 191 per cent, premium; 
Nationals $27 to $31; Unions $202.50 to $207.50; 
Noth Chinas Tls. 225 to Tis. 230; VYangtszes 
$135 to $140; Cantons $200 to $202.50; Hong- 
kong Fires $315 to $325; China Fires $92 to $93; 
H.C. & M. Steamboats $33.25 to $33.75; Indo- 
Chinas $65.50 to $67.50; Cina Mutual Prefer- 
ence shares £8.10 to £9, and £5 Ordinary from 
H2.1§ to £3.1.6; China Sugars $122 to $127; 
Luzons $73 cum, to $69 ex dividend of $5; Pun- 
jom Ordinaries $7 to $8.75; and Ordinary $2.10 
to $2.30; Balmorals $1.90 to $2; Jelebus $2.75 to 
$3; Raubs $4.75 to $550; H. & W. Docks 171 
percent. to 173 per cent. premium; Hongkong 
Lands $73 to $73.50; West Points $18 to $18.50; 
Hongkong Hotels $24 to $24.50; Fenwicks $24 to 
$25; Hongkong Ices $102 to $103 ; Dairy Farms 
$2 to $2.50, and Watsons from $13 Sellers to the 
same rate with buyers. 


The following declines are reported :—Straits 














from $26.50 to $26.25; Douglasses $52.50 to $<2: 
and Green Islands he $18 is ae The a 
of the fallin the latter is due to the demand for 
the Company’s products from Formosa and North 
China having ceased, what supply that was re- 
quired having all been satisfied; but this does not 
seem # satisfactory explanation as the Company 
has profited by the sale. By dividend paying 
lime it is expected rates will rule firmer. 


Fo:ward sales comprise:—H. & S. Banks at 
195 and 196 per cent, for June; H. C. & M. Steam- 
boats at $34 for May; China Sugars on the basis 
of a cash quotation of $125 to $130 for June and 
July; and Lists at $75 for May. 

Grand Hotels continue in demand locally. 
Breweries, Oriental Hotels, both Ordinary and 
Founders’, Iron Works, and Langfeldis are en- 
quired for. A few Y. U. Club Debentures might 
be had at quotations. 


Yokohama, April 8th. 


The following quotations have been wired to us 
from Hongkong this moming :—H. & S. Banks 
190 per cent. premium Sales; Hongkong Lands 
$73.50 Sellers; China Fires $92 Sales; H. & W. 
Docks 178 per cent. premium Sales; H. & K. 
Whatls $47.50 Sales; Douglasses $51.50 Sellers; 
H. C. & M. Steamboats $34 Sellers; Punjoms $9 
Sales; Raubs $5.50 Sales; Balmorals $3 Buyers; 
Nationals $32 Bies: Indo-Chinas $70 Sales; 
Suaits $27 Buyers; Unions $210 Sales; Tiaders 
$78.50 Buyers, and Dairy Farms $3 Buyers. 


Local stocks continue enquired for, H. & K. 
Whiarfs have been placed locally at $48. 
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The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 


Bilious Affections. 
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N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


wi The Physician’s Cure 
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Children, Delicate Fe- 
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= ANAND SCENT” MI LKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


> ty 
WHITE ROSE. 

e “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 

sate all the cream of the original milk. 


‘*The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
ATKINSON’S ONLY GENUINE. 
acs “ aes 
Se ke Ae (7 In the process of manufacture nothing but 
4 water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 
Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 


Sachets, & all other specialities with this 
“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 

the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 





the World & of the Manufacturers— 
J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 
NT 





Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 





September 14th, 1895. 


Apollinarts 


“THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 








Indents of all kinds executed, 
Al and A BC Codes. 


Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 
THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 


purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 
Sir Samus. Baker, in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘'! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 


to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 


short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out 4 SOLE A GENTS zi 

quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 

plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they BUTTER PIHTD & S W TT RB} 
? 

YOKOHAMA. 


“First in Purity.” 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


“Blas a charm which makers of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 





dream of.’—MOoRNING ADVERTISER. 


create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr, J. T. Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published i in 1871, says—** | had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’ s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
- butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “‘stock,’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World. May rst, 1890 


BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


ISS H.G. BRITTAN, 2,Bluff, Yokohama, 

will be happy to receive and accommo- 

date Missionaries and others during their stay 
in Yokohama. 

Txrms:—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or longer, and to 
Missionaries. 

August gth, 1895. 


August 3:d, 1895. 
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And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

* MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

MADE DISHES AND SAUGES. 





Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all casee of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
T» be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIC'’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
June ath, 1895. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Two gas companies are being promoted in 
Osaka. —_—__ 

It is said that another battleship is to be built 
in England for Japan. 


THREE second-class cruisers, it is said, will be 
built in America for Japan. 
Fin kes 6 Re 


Tue “ Reformers” have been committed for 
trial at Pretoria on the charge of treason. 


Ear and Countess Spencer were received at 
Court by the Empress on Monday. 


Tue cable steamer Okinawa Maru was to 
leave Glasgow for Japan on the r4th inst, 


THE week has been very rainy, and reports of 
floods come from many parts of the interior. 


Tue Emperor’s indisposition still prevents him 
from attending the ordinary ceremonies of State. 


Tue Bank of Japan commenced business in 
the new offices, near the Tokiwa Bridge, on the 
Toth inst. —__——. 


Tur Imperial University Regatta was held on 
the Sumida-gawa, Tokyo, on Saturday amid 
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propitious surroundings. The College of En- 
gineering again won the Championship of the 


river, 





Tue material for a narrow-gauge railway be- 
tween Suakin and Tambuk is being prepared at 


Woolwich. 
A CONFERENCE of the Superintendents of Cus- 


toms throughout the Empire will shortly take 


place in Tokyo. 


It has been arranged to exchange the ratifica- 
tions of the revised Treaty between Japan and 
Germany at Berlin. 


THE repairs to the Zakachiho and AB&itsusu 
have been completed to Yokosuka, and the 
ships will shortly proceed in Sasebo. 


Tue Chinese Minister gave a banguet to the 
Russian Chargé d'Affaires and Mrs. Speyer on 
the 8th inst. at the Chinese Legation. 


Count ItTaGak1, the leader of the Liberals, after 
twenty years ‘‘in the cold shades of opposition ” 

as entered the Cabinet as Minister for Home 
Affairs. 
eee. s 
Mr. Mirsunasni Nosuxata, a Councillor of the 
Foreign Department, has received the additional 


appointment of Private Secretary to the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, 





Heavy fogs on the China coast during the past 
ten days have led to the stranding of a good 
many coasting steamers and delays in arrivals 
of mails in Japan. 





Tue fourteenth annual meeting of the Japan 
Sanitary Association was held at the Aioi 


Theatre, Kobe, on the ruth inst., and over 


2,000 persons were present. 


A FAREWELL banquet is to be given about the 
18th inst. to Mr. Ando, Chief Public Procurator 
of the Yokohama Local Court, who has been 
appointed Governor of Toyama. 


Six JoHn Poynper, M.P., and Mr. E. W. 
Beckett, M.P., accompanied by Mr. Zumoto, 
Private Secretary of the Premier, inspected the 
Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, on the 13th inst. 


Tue Emperor William has had a cordial meet- 
ing with the Emperor Francis Joseph at Vienna, 
and it is generally understood that as a result of 
the meeting the Triple Alliance will be renewed. 


HE following naval. architects have been 
ordered abroad :~Messrs. Sakurai Shozo and 
Takakura Sakutaro to the United States, Oki 
Jikichi and Obata Yoshiaki and Kondo Mo- 
toki to England. 


Tue China racing pony Matador had to be 
killed on Thursday in consequence of an at- 
tack of tetanus, through picking up a nail which 
severely injured the inner frog of one of his 
hind feet. 





Mr. Fuxano, Governor of Kagawa, has been 
appointed to Tottori, his previous position being 
given to Mr. Tokuhisa, Governor of Toyama, 
who has been succeeded by Mr. Ando Kensuke, 
a Public Procurator, 


Durine the week Earl Spencer was entertained 
atthe British Legation, the Koyokan, visited 
Yokosuka Admiralty, Schools, Barracks, and 
Prisons, was received by the Ministers of State ; 
and left for Canada for the Empress packet on 
Friday. 


A Group of Egyptian capitalists are legally op. 
posing the action of the French bondholders, 
affirming that the grant ot tunds by the Caisse 
is justified by the necessity for the Nile Expedi- 
tion. In the House of Commons, Mr. Curzon, 


replying to a question by Sir E. Ashmead-Bar- 


Google 
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Ulett, said the Government had not entered into 
an engagement with any of the Powers to ad- 
vance beyond Dongolaland, 


AT the dinner given to the Rt. Hon. Earl Spencer 
by the Oriental Society, Tokyo, on Saturday 
last, his lordship pointed out the necessity of a 
strong navy and an efficient army for the proper 
development of the commercial and_ political 
interests of an island Empire. 


The Times states that a despatch has been sent 
by the Right Hon. J. Chamberiain, Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, to President Kruger 
which is friendly but firm, and insists upon the 
redress of the grievances of the Uitlanders, and 
affirms Britain’s right of interference. It re- 
quests a reply to the invitation sent to President 
Kriager to visit England, 


_ 


Tue whole of the Matabele nation has risen 
against the Whites and the transport service to 
Buluwayo has collapsed. Matabeles attacked 
and surrounded a force about 130 miles from 
Buluwayo and, after stubborn fighting, the 
British, having exhausted their ammunition, 
cul their way through the Matabeles and meta 
relief column. The Joss on the British side 
was small, Gifford’s Horse had an engagement 
with the Matabele, who made three fierce 
onslaughts, but were finally repulsed, a hun- 
dred of their number being killed. More fight- 
ing is expected. 





Tue Import trade remains much as last re- 
ported, but there is less doing in Yarns. Grey 
goods are dull, and the enquiry for Shirtings is 
greater than actual business. Fancy Cottons 
continue to be neglected, and Woollens are 
hardly looked at. There is a fair enquiry in 
the Metal market, but with no great result, as 
dealers are offering less money than stock can 
be laid down for at present home prices, and, as 
arrivals have fallen off, holders are strong and 
are looking for an improvement in the terms 
offered. The position in the Kerosene trade 
is unchanged; buyers continue to operate, 
though only to the extent of filling pressing 
necessities, but owners of Oil have rather the 
best of the situation, and it is more likely than 
not that a moderate demand could only be exe- 
cuted at something above present quotations. 
The Sugar trade is quiet, only a little business 
moving in Browns, China sorts being somewhat 
lower in value and Formosa nominal. For White 
sorts there is a small demand at recent rates. 
There is a better feeling in the Silk trade, and 
a moderate daily business has been done. 
Values have not changed, except, perhaps, for 
Certain parcels of Filatures whose origin ob- 
tained for them a small consideration in price, 
It is astonishing how regular and persistent 
is the annual “.scare” attempted to be raised 
by the Japanese in the Silk and Tea trades, 
especially when the devices employed are so 
exceedingly “thin” in nine cases out of ten. 
This time, referring to the Silk crop, a Tokyo 
vernacular journal, writing early in April, talks 
about the “scarcity of leaf” (Auwa), and the 
consequent probable shortage of Silk! The 
writer might just as well have prophesied a 
short crop of mulberry on the first January 
as on the first of April for all the  indica- 
tions that then appear, having regard to the 
reason given, namely, that the season was 
a few days late, though there is some- 
thing significant about the latter date. The 
Silk Waste trade has collapsed. There is no- 
thing to report in Tea but a few hand musters 
that mean little if anything, and- the usual 


canard about the crop may be looked for shortly, 
Exchange has again fluctuated, but the fall in 
rates at the commencement of the week has 
been recovered at the close. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 


—_—__-- --> -—_ 


x As might be expected, the press has been 80 
much absorbed during the week in discussing 
the entry of Count Itagaki into the Cabinet, that 
little has been said on other topics. 
chiefly attracts the attention of the public, 
especially the Opposition, is the apparent in- 
consistency between the actual, and the -etrtici- 
nw, .] o,f 
pated, result. The Opposition papers declare 
themselves exceedingly disappointed that Count 
Itagaki has been admitted into the Cabinet, not 


in the capacity of the Leader of the Liberals, 


but merely ag a distinguished statesman, The 
disappointment is supplemented by a more posi- 
tive kind of sentiment. Bitter invectives are 
showered upon the Liberals. They are taunted 
with having converted subserviency into un- 
conditional surrender. Apart from that, there 
is an apparent inconsistency between the state- 
ments of the Michi Nicht Shimbun and those 
of the Liberal organ with respect to the vital 
question whether Count [tagaki’s admission t 
the Cabinet may be taken as a proof that th 
system of party Government has been carried 
cfoser to inauguration. 


* 
ad « 


The Xokumin, the Yomiuri, and the Mainschi 
write strongly against what they call the uncondi- 
tional entry of Count Itagaki. ‘“ We are much 
perplexed,” observes the Masntchs, “by the 
glaring disagreement between the Michs Nichi 
Shimbun, and the Zokyo Shimbun with respect 
to the political significance of the Liberal 
Leader’s admission into the Cabinet. If he 
has entered with the ideas expressed by the 
Organ of the Party, while the Cabinet has ad- 
mitted him in another and diametrically op- 
posite sense, as enunciated by the Nicht Nicht, 
it is evident that no uniformity of sentiment 
can be expected between him and his colleagues 
in the Government, and that his entry, though 
boasted of by the Liberal Organ, will contribute 
nothing towards carrying out the important ad- 
ministrative measures undertaken in the sequel 
of the War, or towards realizing the long cher- 
ished hope of the people, especially of the 
Liberals, with regard to questions of personal 
rights. The Count is not credited with posses- 
sing any particular intellectual vigour, such as 
might help him to surmount the various diffi- 
culties that will beset him in the discharge of 
his new and difficult functions. A statesman 
unable even to control his own partisans can 
not be expected to distinguish himself in the 
Home Office, a Department notorious for the 

arbitrary independence of subordinate officers.” 
ee eee %. 

The same paper is indignant that the entry 
of Count Itagaki into the Cabinet should be 
spoken of by the Opposition papers and others 
as the compensation given by the Government 
to the Liberals in consideration of the distin- 
guished services rendered by the latter during 
the last session of the Diet, just as though poli- 
tical views or proceedings were to be sold and 
bought like merchandise. It declares that as 
the views of the Liberals in alliance with the 
Government commended themselves to the 
majority in the Jast session of the Diet, with the 
result that nearly all the officially introduced 
Bills were passed, therefore, considered from 
the standpoint of party Government, it is per- 
fectly natural for one or more representatives of 
the Party to enter the Government and take part 
in the management of the administration. The 
Liberals were a genuine Government party 
when the gth session of the Diet was held. They 
are still a genuine Government party, and there 
is nothing strange in the fact that one of their 
members should enter its own Cabinet, so to 
speak. Nothing could be sillier or more illo- 
gical than the ouctry that such a step signifies 


unconditional surrender. 


+ 
* * 


The Kokumin explains that, although the 
Nicht Nichi describes the Cabinet as persistently 
faithful to the non-party system of administra- 
tion, Marquis Ito’s real inclination must be in 
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favour of the principle of party politics, especi- 
ally when itis remembered that the admission 
ofCount Itagaki into the Government is entirely 
different from that of Count Okuma several 
years ago, for the Liberal Leader has been 
admitted not because he is personally wanted 
in the Cabinet, but principally because he is the 
chief of a party on which the Government de- 
pended, and still depends, for the successful 
enactment of its measures, The pretence that 
the Cabinet adheres to its old policy of non- 
party politics, is simply a ruse intended to throw 
dust in the eyes of the Satsuma statesmen. But 
the latter are too shrewd not to see through 
such a specious subterfuge. If they keep 
silence, it is because they foresee that this in- 
cident gives them a fair pretext for demanding 
he return to power of Counts Matsukata and 
kuma and for organizing a special kind of 
Genkun Natkaku (Cabinet of all the talents). 
f Marquis Ito is faiitful to his own interests, 
he bad better discard all circumlocations and 
boldly organize an Ito-Itagaki Cabinet on the 
basis of genuine paily government even at the 
risk of estranging some of his old colleagues. 
Otherwise he ought to resign his position at 
once, rather than be compelled to retire with 
ignominy on the eve of the organization of a 
pro-Satsuma Genkun Naikaku. 


* 
* co 


As to this question of a Genkun Natkaku, 
the Organ of the Liberals has much to say. It 
points to the failure that overtook the latest 
Cabinet of that kind, about nine years ago, when, 
under the premiership of Count Kuroda, Counts 
Okuma and Goto were given seats in the Mini- 
stry. Once again it sets forth the grave and 
difficult aspect assumed by national affairs 
in the sequel of the War, and points out how 
the Ito Cabinet showed itself magnanimous 
enough to frankly lay open its ideas even to 
outsiders, and how that conciliatory mood won 
the heart of the Liberals, so that a cordial 
entente resulted between them and the Govern- 
ment. That entente having been the outcome 
of coincidence of views, it is plain that the 
Ministry has abandoned its old policy of stand- 
ing aloof from party politics, and is resolved to 
proceed in conformity with the principle of 
party government. Under the circumstances, 
any attempt to draw into the State Councils men 
entertaining views entirely antagonistic to those 
gf the Cabinet, for the purpose-of constructing a 
so-called Genkun Natkaku, must be condemned 
as totally at variance with the spirit of the con- 
stitulion and the policy that the present Ministry 
has determined to pursue in future. Swayed 
simply by the sentiment of party rivalry and 
jealousy, the Opposition seem to have overlooked 
an important point, namely, that the course they 
suggest is precisely what their so loudly assert- 
ed principle of Government cannot possibly 


sanction. 


+ 
+ * 


The declared resolutions of the Liberal 
Party that they shall not, either directly 
or indirectly, endeavour to promote their 


own personal interests through the influence of 
their chief in his new capacity of [Minister of 
State for Home Affairs, justly evokes the ap- 
plause of the Michi Nichi Shimbun. Itassures 
the public that any apprehension they may have 
entertained as to the paramount influence of the 
Liberals either in officialdom or in the world of 
business may,be confidently dispelled. At the 
same time, it tells the Liberals that should they 
in any respect behave inconsistently with their 
pledge now publicly given, the Michi Mech: will 
be the first to denounce them. 


The Mippon is to be applauded for the 
earnestness with which it discusses questions re- 
lating to the efficiency of the Japanese Navy. It 
has published a long series of articles, intend- 
ed to demonstrate the relative strength of the 
Navies of the world, and now it devotes an 
article to recent changes in age limits for officers 
on the active list. The new limits are as fol- 
low: Vice-Admiral, 65; Rear-Admiral, 60; 
Captain, 55; Commander, 50; Lieutenant, 
45; Sub-lieutenant, 40. 


ages of 


arduous duties of their posts. 


struction abbreviated. 





[April 18, 1896. 


oad 


have been directly based on those prescribed in 
the British Navy. Itis not wrong for Japan to 
model her naval organization afler that of 
England, but there is one thing the Japanese 
authorities must always keep in view, namely, 
the precocity of the race, and its consequent § 
tendency to mature earlier. At present, the 
hig naval officers in Japan on active 
service does not nearly reach the limits give 
above. The oldest Admiral of the Fleet is only 
58; the senior Vice-Admiral 56; the senior 
Rear-Admiral 51; the senior Captain 50, and 
the senior Commander 48. Therefore though the 


system be based on that of the English Navy, 


it appears that the case of Germany would be 


much more apposite. A decade hence, how- { 


ever, all these comparatively young naval offi- 
cers of high rank will reach the limit of age, and 


it is open to more or less doubt whether, judging 
from general experience, they will not have pre- 


viously become incompetent to discharge the © 
acompe 


* 
* * 


The $i has two articles about the arma- 
ment of Japan, In one it notes that, influenced 
by the habit of centuries, the nation is apt to 
pay great attention to the perfecjion and expan- 
sion of the Army, and to attach to the question 
of the Navy less importance than it deserves. 
That partiality is apparent even in the present 
scheme of National Defence Expansion, for 
while the strength of the Army is to be increased 
to above half a million in about a decade, only 
some 40 million yes is appropriated for the. 
Navy. Itis true the Government is believed to 
have in contemplation a second naval construc- 
tion programme, but it is also true that either for . 
the building of ships or the training of officers 
and men a considerable lapse of time is re- 
quired. Such a marked difference in the re- 


lative equipment and expansion of the two: 


branches of national defence must be attribut- 
able to the fact that the images of old warriors 
in helmets and armour are apt to present thein- 
selves to the minds of the people whenever 
warlike questions are discussed. Thus they 


fail to devote due attention to the problem of 


the Navy. The ¥i#/ suggests that the scope of 


the so-called second-period programme should 


be considerably enlarged, and the time for con- 
Our contemporary’s 
second article aims at bringing to the notice of 
the Authorities the fact that in time of peace, 
the Naval Squadrons must be used to pro- 
tect Japan’s commercial enterprise abroad. 
Hitherto, that puint does not seem to have been 


jduly kept in view, for Japanese merchants 


carrying on commercial transactions in foreign 
countries have rarely, if ever, enjoyed the pro- 
tection of their country’s men-of-war. If the » 
Fleet be required merely to wait for a war that 
may not come until scores of years have elaps- 
ed, if it be miaintained for that purpose alone, 
the nation need not bear the burden involved. 
Observe what the British Navy is always doing iN 
in time of peace, and whenever an occasion, as 
for instance the reported murder of a Japanese 
subject in the South Sea, calls for the despatch 
of war-vessels, let them proceed thither at once. 
* . * 

The presence of Earl Spencer in Tokyo fur- |*¥ 
nishes a theme to the Kokumin. England has 
never succeeded in comprehending the real 
situation in the Far East, but has always been 
at the mercy of agitators, prone {o fabricate 
alarming intelligence. Thus, though the last 
disturbance in S6ul is said to have evoked from 
several English papers opinions of a decided vA 
character, the papers are evidently unimformed 
as to the real aspect of the affair, and the ~ 
arrival of Earl Spencer furnishes an excellent” 
occasion to convey the facts to the aa sh 
people. The observations of the former First 
Lord of the Admiralty on Japan are likely to have 
a considerable effect in changing the Oriental 
policy of the party with which he is identified, 
and will also serve to impart new know- . 
ledge to the English people with regard to 
Eastern affairs. The great English states- 
man must be made to understand that the 
Japanese, though supposed at present to be 


These limits must'a race devoid of pluck, are really full of 
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been almost human. 
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courage, chivalry, and patriotism, so that 
they cannot easily forget wrongs sustained at 
the hands of other peoples. The Earl should 
be taughtto comprehend that, though thorough- 
ly trustworthy as friends, the Japanese are dan- 
gerous foes. The Xokuméin does not believe that 
the self-effacing-policy of the Cabinet now in 
power is competent to successfully perform such 
atask. Hence it urges publicists, journalists, 
and other representatives of the genuine senti- 
ment of the people, to come forward and in- 
struct the Earl. To extend hospitality to a dis- 
tinguished foreign visitor is not the only thing 
that a country honoured by the visit has to do. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


A ‘MAGNIFICENT ” PRBT’S DEATH. 


Tue pet bear of H.M.S. Magnificent is dead. 
She had only taken up her quarters on that 
battleship a few weeks ago, and (says the Dasly 
Graphic) died on the 20th March. ‘“ Juno” 
was brought home from the Pacific by Admiral 
Heneage in H.M.S. Swftsure in 1890. She 
was captured in Juneau Island when only two 
months old. From the Swftsure she was 
presented to H.M.S. Anson, second flagship of 
the Channel Squadron. Thence she was trans- 
ferred to the Empress of India. In December, 
1895, when the Ampress was paid off as flagship 
at Chatham, “ Juno ” took up her quarters on 
board the Magnificent. She was mostly fed by 
her keeper—Stoker A. Ward—on condensed 
milk. os 

An officer now serving on board H.M.S. 
Edgar tells some amusing stories of this sailor- 
man’s pet, and as they have never appeared in 
print we give them with all reserve. When 
captured “Juno” was the size of a small 
dog, and used to be nursed and fondled as 
such, while her kittenish gambols afforded un- 
stinted amusement to everyone. After a few 
weeks on the Szw7/tsure, she was perfectly at 
home and had discovered many little conveni- 
eaces for rendering life tolerably happy. Among 
other things she found out where the mess-man 
put the officers’ supply of rum, afler he had 
received it from the cask and before distribut- 
ing it to the Mess. Finding the taste of the 
sweet fluid to her liking, ‘‘ Juno” watched 
warily every serving day for the rum-kettle. 
Then, when no one was looking, she would 
take a ‘‘tot.” For some time the officers won- 
dered why their rum was always short, and at 
last they determined to seta watch. The dis- 
covery of the culprit caused great hilarity, and 
thenceforth “Juno” regularly received her tot 
without having to levy toll on the mess-kettle. 
‘‘Juno” was a very playful animal and made 
friends with everyone on board the various 
ships to which she was accredited. But she 
would stand no indignity. One day a cat on 
board one of H.M. vessels scratched ‘ Juno’s ” 
nose and then fled swiftly to a place of refuge. 
‘‘Juno” accordingly bided her time, and, as 
everything comes to those that wait, she ob- 
tained her revenge. On a fine sunshiny after- 
noon the cat was taking a sfesta near an open 
ventilator shaft leading down to the stoke-hole, 
when “Juno” observed her. With a gentle pat 
of one of her big paws “‘ Juno” swept her enemy 
down that ventilator, and little more was heard 
or seen of pussy from thattime forth. The 
look of gratified. revenge mingled with comic 
amusement in ‘‘Juno’s” eyes is said by an 
on-looker, from whom we have the story, to have 
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FRIENDLY GATHERING OF LIBERALS. 


A pay or two after the rising of the Diet the 
Liberals held a friendly gathering at the 
Maple Club, Shiba. In the course of the ban- 
quet, Count Itagaki, the Leader of the Party, 
rose and addressed his followers on the part 
taken by them in the session just closed. ‘‘ The 
Session,” he observed, ‘‘ was one fraught with 
the gravest import, the questions discussed aris- 
ing principally about measures necessitated by the 
triumphal conclusion of the War. The expan- 
sion of the national armaments, judging from the 
state of affairs in the Orient, being a matter of 




























Paramount importance, an increase in State ex- 
penditures must naturally result. The people’s 
burdens must consequently increase. ‘‘ He 
thanked his followers both within and without 
Parliament for having striven so strenuously to 
ensure the passage of the important measures 
proposed by the Government. There was one 
thing, however, which he could not bring himself 
to pass, without comment, namely the attitude 
that the House of Peers assumed towards mea- 
sures affecting personal right, submitted by their 
Party. Hecould not but regret that the Peers, 
who, from their position, ought not to have 
been swayed by sentiment, had acted in direct 
opposition to the wishes of the people. That 
was no doubt owing to the Peers being ignorant 
of the wide diffusion of knowledge and morals 
among the masses in these later days. The 
Party must endeavour to secure the passage of 
these Bills in the Diet’s roth session. Though 
the Party consented to the new additional tax- 
ation measures, it did not mean that they ap- 
proved ta foto the Government’s behaviour and 
work, The Party was not ignorant of the mis- 
management that attended the working of the 
Departments of State, but it condoned these 
defects because, owing to the alliance be- 
tween the Party and the Government having 
been rather hastily concluded, there was no 
time to hold a conference on the subject. The 
next great object which the Party should strive 
to atlain must be an improvement in the work- 
ing of the Executive. The persoral rights 
Bills alluded to by Count Itagaki were the 
Amended Local Self-Government measures, 
which, though passed by the Lower House by 
a large majority, were rejected by the Peers. 
Considerable importance was attached by the 
Liberals to this Bill, for whose passage some 
understanding was even supposed to have been 
arrived at between the Party and the Govern- 
ment, in return for the suppport that the for- 
mer extended to the latter in the Diet. 





RIVER CONTROL. 

WITH respect to the matter of river control a 
Representation introduced in the Lower House 
by Mr. Yumoto and 139 others, says the Go- 
vernment, in compliance with repeated repre- 
sentations of the House of Representatives 
since the second session, steadily carried out 
necessary arrangements, though in the years 1894 
and 1895, owing to the many pressing affairs 
of the time, all new business was necessarily 
suspended. Now that peace has been restored 
and various domestic arrangements of import- 
ance are to be promptly attended to, river con- 
trol must be again vigorously taken up. Yet 
the Government has simply asked the appro- 
bation of the Diet for the reconstruction and 
repair of the river Oi and a few other improve- 
ments originally introduced in the §th session. 
This is decidedly inadequate, for among many 
other streams whose control is necessary, the 
Yodo, Kiso, and Chikugo rivers specially require 
prompt attention, The Government should 
therefore introduce in the present session a 
Budget setting out the expense of repairing the 
banks of these rivers, so that the work may be 
undertaken in the coming fiscal year. Again, 
the twelve rivers of Tone, Ara, Kuzuryo, Hii, 
Takahashi, Kino, Yahagi, Midori, Iwaki, Tama, 
Oga, and Obutsu have all important water 
courses, and it is expected that the Government 
will commence reconstruction works upon them 
from the 30th fiscal year. The River Control 
Bill introduced by the Government covers the 
ground of this Representation, 








SAD DEATH OF DR, RENVERS. 


Dr. Renvers, Fleet-Surgeon of the German 
Asiatic squadron, died on board the Flagship 
Kaiser in Yokohama harbour on Saturday. It 
seems that in the early hours of the morning, 
having occasion to take some medicine, Dr, 
Renvers inadvertently poured out some corro- 
sive sublimate in solution and drank it off. He 
immediate applied a stomach-pump, but it was 
of no avail, and death speedily supervened. 
The sad and sudden death caused deep regret 
on board and throughout the fleet on the news 
becoming known. Flags were half-masted on 
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allthe shipping in the harbour on Saturday. 
On Sunday morning the remains were interred 
in Yokohama Cemetery, being accorded full 
naval honoyrs. The coffin was covered with 
lovely wreaths, and some officers and men from 
H.M.S. Edgar followed in the procession. 


DISTINGUISHED DBAD. 


Tue news is confirmed unofficially of the death 
of President Hippolyte of the Haytian Republic. 
Mr. William Q. Judge, head of the Theosophical 
Society in America, died in New York on 
March 21st. Zhe Times announces the death 
of Senor Pereira, a Portuguese vineyard owner, 
who leaves a fortune of £2,000,c00 and of 
Joseph Spath, the Austrian gynaecologist. Mrs. 
Elizabeth Charles, the authoress of many his- 
torical novels characterized by deep religious 
feeling, is dead. Among her novels are ‘‘ The 
Draytons and Davenants,” ‘* The Chronicles of 
the Schonberg-Cotta Family,’ The Diary of 
Mrs. Kitty Trevylyan” and ‘“ Joan the Maid.” 


DEPARTURE OF BARL SPENCER. 

Eart and Countess Spencer left Tokyo yester- 
day by the 9.20 a.m. train for Yokohama. 
Admiral Marquis Saigo, Minister of the Navy ; 
Vice-Admiral Viscount Ito, Chief of the Bureau 
of Naval Command; Major-General Terauchi, 
Mr. Sannomiya, Count Soyeshima, | Prince 
Konoye, Sir Ernest Satow, the British Minister, 
Baron von Gutschmid, the German Minister, 
Mr. de Speyer, the Russian Chargé d' Affaires, 
and others, assembled at Shimhbashi to see them 
off. Arriving at Yokohama they at once went 
on board the Empress of China, which left 
port punctually at noon for Vancouver. 


NBW TRAMWAY COMPANY. 


Some Tokyo capitalists are contemplating the 
establishment of a tramway company, The 
promoters intend to construct a tramway from 
Azumabashi to various famous places at Muko- 
jima. The line will start near Azuma Bridge, 
and proceed vid Kawaramachi to Yanagishima- 
cho, where the line will be divided into two 
sections, one extending to Taiheicho, and the 
other to Senju after passing Ukechimura, Tera- 
shima-mura, and Sumida-mura, The project 
will afford great convenience to visitors to the 
banks of the Sumida. 


THE ‘‘ OSBORN.” 


WE are requested to draw attention to the alter- 
ation in the sailing date of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha’s chartered steamer Osdorn for Bom- 
bay. This steamer does not come on to Yoko- 
hama, but sails from Kobe on the 26th instant, 
calling at Shimonoseki to take on board the 
Kirkhill’s cargo direct from that steamer, and 
thus avoid more handling than is absolutely 
necessary. 


COMMANDER WARRENDER. 

THe China Mail \earns that Commander 
Warrender of H.M.S. Centurion has been ap- 
pointed to the Royal Yacht Victoria and Albert. 
It is expected he will leave the East shortly to 
take up his new appointment. The Deputy- 
Inspector of Naval Hospitals, Dr. Knott, has 
been invalided home and passed through Yoko- 
hama by the Empress of China. 


NBW TBA. 

A SMALL quantity of new seasons leaf arrived 
at the Akashi Shoten, Yokohama, from Enshu 
on the 16th inst. The leaf is very promising. 
Last year the first samples were received here 
on April r5th. Tokyo received the first parcel 
of new season leaf on the 17th instant from 
Shizuoka. 


OL) SHRINBS AND TEMPLES. 
Mr. Mrsakt Kamenosuke and eight others in- 
troduced a representation in the Lower House 
relating to the preservation of old Shrines and 
Temples. The development of national refine- 
ment is everywhere deeply connected with reli- 
gion, say the introducers. In Japan the fine arts 
were largely indebted to Shintoism and Budd- 
hism for their development, In fact, itis through 
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the architectual beauties of shrines and temples, 
the prefection of sculpture shown in Shintoist 
or Buddhist images, and tbe paintings kept in 
shrines or temples, that Japanese religious 
edifices are still so highly venerated. Needless 
to say a certain definite system should be esta- 
blished for their preservation. In order to 
satisfactorily attain this important object, the 
selection of the most suitable edifices to be pre- 
served, the order and mode of such preserva- 
tion, the cost of preservation, and so forth, must 
be accarately inquired into. Experts of long 
experience should undertake these duties. In 
short, the House is convinced of the urgent 
necessity for the State to establish an organi- 
zation that might be called an ‘‘ Old Shrines 
and Temples Preservation Association,’ and it 
hopes that the Government, adopting this idea, 
will promptly ask the consent of the Diet for any 
expenses incidental to the matter. 


THE ASSAULT ON CAPTAIN BARRY, OF KOBE. 


Tue jinrikisha puller who badly assaulted 
Captain Barry, the Pier Master, a fortnight ago 
near Ikuta Temple, is now in the custody of 
the police, and itis to be hoped that he will 
secure the punishment he richly deserves. 
Captain Barry, who is close upon eighty years 
of age, took a jinrikisha from the Club rank on 
the 25th of March to the hill residence of a 
friend just above Ikuta, The coolie was not 
satished with his legal fare and tried to hold 
Captain Barry. Eventually blows were struck, 
but fortunately Captain Barry was able to get 
clear of the crowd by presenting a pipe as 
though it were a revolver. But as he was walk- 
ing along, the man now in custody came 
steathily behind him and threw him heavily to 
the ground. Captain Barry pitched upon his 
head and right shoulder. Blood flowed freely 
from) a wound over the eye, and for a few 
minutes he lay unconscious. When he got 
into his friend’s house, Captain Barry informed 
Mr. Warbuton of the occurrence, and the latter 
ran after the man, but failed tocatch him. The 
police at the Pier interested themselves in the 
case, and detectives were employed to search 
for the man, who, after the hue and cry was 
raised, left Kobe for a time, but returned on 
Tuesday, and was immediately arrested. He 
has admitted that he is the man wanted, and 
has made a statement which in some important 
respects agrees with Captain Barry’s. We re- 
gret to say that Captain Barry now feels the 
effect of the assault more than he did imme- 
diately after it occurred.— Chronicle. 





METALS. 


Messrs. S. W. Royse & Co. in their report 
dated February 29th, say :—The improvement 
in the Pig Iron trade which we were able to re- 
cord in our Jast has been maintained during the 
current month. Prices of Pig Iron at present 
are not actually higher than at the beginning of 
the present month, the fluctuations in fact having 
only been trifling during the last four weeks. 
A steady business has, however, been passing, 
and although at the moment matters are some- 
what quiet, still makers are well sold ahead, and 
are not anxious about fresh business. Ship- 
ments from Middlesbrough up to the 21st inst. 
are returned as some 25,000 tons heavier than 
during the corresponding period of last year. 
Copper has attracted much attention, and large 
sales have been made, the price being now some 
42. 108. higher than at the beginning of this 
month, and tending further upwards. Tin also 
has secured an advance of about 20s. and is 
steady. Spelter has advanced a little, but has 
now an easing tendency. Lead is a little dearer, 
and is firm. 


SOME NEW BOATS. 
WITH a generosity most commendable, the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, when apportioning 
the huge bonus earned for services during 
the late war, set aside $1,000 with which 
to build and equip three 6-oared gigs for 
the use, exercise, and entertainment of thé 
younger members of its shore staff in Tokyo 
and Yokohama. Mr. Fujishima, the chief 
draughtsman in the Yokohama office—a 
gtaduate of the Imperial University, and an old 


pupil of Prof. C. D. West—set to work to de- 
sign the craft, and has achieved a great success. 
The boats are the most graceful specimens 
of boat-building we have seen in the East. 
They are 35 feet long, 4 ft. 6 in. beam, with a 
depth from gunwale to keel of 1 ft. 10 in. 
They draw very little water, and taper towards 
the bow almost as finely as a Thames racing- 
boat. Teak was used in the frame, mahogany 
for seats, gunwales, and gratings, and white 
hinoké for the lighter fittings, while twelve brass 
swivel rowlocks are fitted in the thwarts. The 
boats are calver-built below the water and 
clinker-built above. Two of these dainty craft 
have been sent to Tokyo, where they have met 
with universal approbation, the remaining one 
will stay in Yokohama. We should like to see a 
crew from Y. A. R.C. go out in her, just to test 
her speed, comfort, and thorough seaworthiness. 


THE ‘‘GLENLOCHY.” 


THE London and Glasgow Engineering and 
Iron Ship Building Company, Limited, Govan, 
have launched the first of the two large steel 
screw steamers recently announced as building 
to the order of Messrs. McGregor, Gow and 
Co., London, for the Glen Line of steamers. 
The vessel, named Glenlochy, is 400 ft. by 49 
ft. by 31 ft. moulded, with a gross tonnage of 
about 4,850 tons, and will have a deadweight 
carrying capacity of 7,000 tons, Cargo capacity 
about 8,750 tons, and water ballast tanks in 
double bottom for about 840 tons. The vessel 
has seven water-tight bulkheads extending to 
the upper deck, having a water-tight door be- 
tween decks in each to facilitate the transfer of 
cargo. To enable the vessel to load or dis- 
charge cargo speedily, the derricks are stepped 
on specially constructed columns so placed that 
cargo can be worked from both sides of the 
ship simultaneously. There are ten large steam 
winches. The propelling machinery (being 
supplied by the builders) consists of one set 
of triple expansion engines having cylinders 29 
in., 47 in., and 77 in, in diameter, all having a 
piston stroke of 54 in., and capable of working 
up to 3,500 horse-power. Steam is supplied by 
three single-ended boilers constructed for a 
working pressure of 170 lbs. per square inch, and 
fitted with Howden’s system of forced draught. 


U.S. CONSULAR FEBS. 


Over the signature of the United States Consul- 
General, dated April 13th, 1896, the following 
notice has been issued :— 

Until further wotice the following tariff is 
established for the collection of fees at this office. 
Invoices should be made out in Silver yer, which, 
for the purpose of this notice, are estimated as 
eguivalent to fifty-three and two-tenths ($0.532) 


cents. U.S. Currency, Yen. 
For Invoice Chante, eesaedateesennd: 4.70 
For Extra Copy of Invoice.....ccscscsseeeee 3°76 
For Currency Certificate,.....secsssssssssees 1687 
For Landing Certificate .....ccceccessscceees 4.70 
For Bill of Healthi......00 scccccsccsecscescsece 4.70 
For Endorsement to Bill of Health ...... 94 
For Personal Effects Certificate ......... 94 
For Emigration Manifest .....cccccscsecees 047 


To avoid delay in transacting business at this 
office, persons paying fees are requested to present 
the exact change. 





THE D&PTH OF THE PACIFIC. 
Rear-ApmMiraL WuHartTon, the Hydrographer of 
the Navy, says:—“H.M.S. Penguin, Com- 
mander A. F. Balfour, R.N., has found in the 
Pacific Ocean deeper water than any yet known, 
in lat. 23.40 S., long 175.10 W., but had failed 
to reach the bottom owing to breakage of the 
wire at 4,900 fathoms. Captain Balfour has 
been enabled to try again, and I have just re- 
ceived the announcement of his obtaining three 
satisfactory soundings of over 5,000 fathoms. 
The deepest trustworthy sounding heretofore 
known is 4,655 fathoms near Japan, obtained 
by the U.S.S. Zuscarora, in 1874, The deepest 
of the Penguin's casts is 5,155 fathoms, or 500 
fathoms (3,000 feet) deeper.” 


A MYSTERY OF THE SBA. 
Tue Captain of a grain steamer from Liverpool 
to Adelaide, says an Australian paper, describes 
a ghastly experience on the voyage. He put 
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in at Prince Edward’s Island for fresh water, 
and found the inhabitants terrified over the con- 
tinual washing ashore of remnants of human 
bodies, arms, legs, trunks, heads, some of 
women, some of men, and all fearfully bloated 
and distended as if by gas. On putting to sea 
again the captain discovered the fearful secret. 
When two days out he saw what seemed to be 
a ship, on which a series of explosions were 
taking place. The vessel seemed ata red heat. 
For ten minutes or 80 the flames would hover 
low along the bulwarks; then would come a 
dull report. Like a spurt from a volcano the 
blaze would then leap skyward, only again to 
subside and lick along the rails and up the 
masts. ‘In each flashing blaze that followed 
the explosions aboard the derelict we could see 
hurled aloft strange shapes and fragments unlike 
anything I had ever seen stowed in a vessel’s 
hold as cargo. The swath of the sea as thé 
ship pitched drowned any sound the objects 
made in falling back into the sea, and we had 
about given up learning what possible cargo 
the derelict had in her hold when, with a thud, 
a man’s leg fell on the quarter deck at our very 
feet. Then came another awful flash, and our 
vessel, fore and aft, was spattered with the 
swollen remains of human beings, the disten- 
tion of the fragments being horrible. Who she 
was or where she sailed from we never learned, 
but itis my idea she was a Russian ship bound 
for the BraziJs, her lower hold filled with coal 
and petroleum, and her between decks loaded 
with emigrants. The cargo had probably taken 
fire, generating a gas that had suffocated the 
closely packed passengers in the hold, and 
causing the awful bloat I have spoken of. After 
the fire had reached a certain limit, the ex- 
plosions began, following as rapidly as the gas 
would form, and with their terrific force rending 
the bodies limb from limb.” 


THE CHORAL AND PHILHARMONIC SOCIETIES. 


IT has been decided to abandon the Concert in- 
informally announced to be given by the com- 
bined Choral and Philharmonic Societies, at the 
Public Hall on the 6th of May. We would sug- 
gest, with all due deference to the ennobling 
influence of classical music, that before another 
season comes round these Societies should con- 
sider the feasibility of giving some lighter forms 
of choral and instrumental music than they have 
presented these last few years. With their in- 
creasing numbers they should find no difficulty 
in staging and presenting one of Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s lighter operas, or even the ever sweet 
‘‘ Dorothy.” Shanghai can go to the length of 
giving ‘The Gondoliers,” and then make fun 
of themselves with a travesty, ‘‘ The Bundoliers.” 
Yokohama surely can do something in the for- 
mer line by now, leaving local ‘ skits” to the 
distant future. The departure would be most 
popular with the public while the Societies them- 
selves, we venture to. think, would considerably 
benefit. 


A BIG SUMP. 
A GRIFFIN, whose entries were all paid on the 
4th inst., was being trotted round the Shanghai 
Course on the morning of the 5th April when, 
catching sight of his stables at the Horse Bazaar, 
he bucked, threw the jockey who was riding him, 
and jumped the ditch. In doing this, says the 
NV.-C. Datly News, he broke his back and had 
to be shot; but though only measuring 12 hands 
2 inches, he made what is believed to be the 
“record” jump fora China pony, 23 feet 4 
inches by actual measurement. The China 
Gasetie laughs at this statement and says :— 
The fact is there is no record about the per- 
formance at all. 
in the Spring Races of 1889, Maloja, with ost. 
6lbs. in the saddle, cleared 24 feet 6 ipches 
without breaking his back. | 


GROUNDING OF THE STBAMBR “ KIRKHILL.” 
Tue N.Y.K. chartered steamer Xirkhill, after 
having slightly touched the ground, during a 
dense fog, on her passage to Kobe, was examined 
on her arrival at Shimonoseki, and it has been 
decided to dock the ship at Nagasaki although 
the damage is believed to be very slight. Mr. 
Kaya was the pilotin charge. It has been de- 
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cided to dischage and warehouse the whole of 
her cargo, transhipping same to the company’s 
chartered steamer Osborn sailing hence for 
Bombay via ports on the 22nd inst. 


DEATH OF MATADOR. P 


Tue well-known Chinese pony Matador was 
destroyed on Thursday evening in consequence 
of a severe attack of tetanus, due to a rusty 
nail having been driven clean through the frog 
of his near hind leg while walking from his 
stable a week since. The pony was progress- 
ing favourably until 10.30 a.m. yesterday, when 
acute tetanus set in, and nctwithstanding all 
efforts to combat the malady, the pony’s con- 
dition grew worse and the poor beast had to be 
put out of its sufferings. The loss sustained 
by the Cavallette stable will make a considerable 
difference in the result of some of the races, 
where the pony had a good chance. 


THE APPROACHING DEPARTURB OF MR. RICKETT. 
AT a meeting held at Keil’s Building on Mon- 
day afternoon, a large and representative Coim- 
mittee was appointed to determine what form a 
valedictory entertainment to Mr. and Mrs. 
Rickett and family shall take on the eve of thejr 
departure from Japan. This Committee will 
take charge of all details connected with the 
function, which promises to”be very popular 
and wide-spread. Mr. Rickett leaves Japan on 
the oth of May. | 


U.S. SQUADRON ORDER. = 
Squapron Crircurar, Number 32, of the U.S. 
Flagship Olympia, dated at Woosung, China, 
April 4th, 1896, and issued over the signature 
of Rear-Admiral McNair, states :— 

By authority of the Honorable the Secretary of the 
Navy, the following values are announced for the quarter 
ending June, 30th, 1896 :— 

Imperial Japanese yer, Silver ... 


: sseresce. cee GO.5 92 
Mexican Dollar ........ eres 


0.536 
ANOTHER STKAMER ASHORE. 
A TELEGRAM dispatched from Hongkong to the 
China Gasette on the gth iust., states that the 
steamer Exe is ashore 15 miles east of Hong- 
kong. The telegram also announced that the 
Indo-China steamer Suisang, which was six 
days out from Shanghai, had not yet arrived. 


~ 





KOB&'S ATHL&TIC SPORTS. 
Kosa was favoured with delightful weather for 
the Athletic Sports on Saturday. The events 
were all keenly contested and Lightfoot won 
the Champion Challenge cup for the 100 yards 
—for the fourth time in sucession—in 10} secs., 
the record time in Japan we believe. 


TOKYO LEGTURE ASSOCITION. 
Tue lecture that should have been given on 
Wednesday, April rsth, in the Union Church, 
Tsukiji, by Dr. Hartshorne, on “ Christianity 
and Problems of Modern Thought,” was post- 
poned, on account of the inclemency of the wea- 
ther, till Wednesday, April 22nd, at 4 p.m,, in 
the same place. 


A SEAMAN MISSING, 
A SEAMAN was missed from the British steamer 
Glenfalloch on Tuesday as she was coming up 
the Inland Sea to Kobe. It is believed that he 
jumped overboard. A Board of Trade Inquiry 
is to be held at the British Consulate, Kobe, 
concerning the matter. 


CONSULAR CHANGRS, 


Mr. E. A. Grirritus of H.B.M.’s Consulate at 
Kobe, left for his new post at Anping on Mon- 
day. Mr. Chalmers, of Hakodate, goes to Kobe 
to fill the vacancy. 





H.M.S. ‘*UNDAUNTED ”’ TOUCHES A ROCK. 
Tue Singapore Fress Press of the 31st March 
says :—While near Labuan, as is already known, 
H.M.S. Undaunted grazed a pinnacle rock, 
hitherto undiscovered, at a point where the lead 
gave eight fathoms on each side of the ship. 
The material appears to have been coral and the 
top of the pinnacle has been crushed off, doing 
little damage to the Undaunted's bottom, save 


in audience by H.I.M. the Empress. 
the Emperor was unable to receive them owing 
to indisposition, 
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opening out a seam between her plates and 
letting into one of the double bottom compatrt- 
ments a matter of twelve tons of water. She 
will dock at Hongkong. 


IMPRRIAL AUDIENCE. 

Eari AND CounTEss SPENCRR, introduced by Sir 
Ernest Satow, the British Minister, proceeded to 
the Palace on the 13th inst., and were received 


H.1.M. 


THE PLAGUE IN HONGKONG. 


Honexone is beginning to feel a little alarmed 
at the spread of the plague. 
have been recorded in one day—the top score 
as yet—and the total to April 6th was 383. 
Canton the disease is very prevalent. 


Eighteen cases 


In 











CURRENT TOPICS. 
>-—-—------— 
The evil of party rivalry has reached a climax 





in a village called Shokawa-mura, Chiisa-gata 
District, Nagano Prefecture. 


The inhabitants 
of the village have long been divided into 
Liberals and Progressionists. The rivalry be- 
tween the two, always of a violent description, 
was einbittered at the beginning of this month 
in connection with the réelection of the village 
assembly, It seems that the Liberals gained 
the upper hand, and the Progressionists were so 
filled with umbrage that, causing their children 
to leave the village school, which is under the 
auspices of the Liberal village office, they or- 
ganized a school of their own in the same vil- 
lage. Nor did their extravagance stop there. 
They actually instigated their sons and brothers 
to interfere with the school-going of their op- 
ponents’ children, and a majority of the latter 
were obliged to suspend their attendance attheir 
own school. On the 8th instant, the teachers 
resignediu a bodyand left the place. The Head- 
man of the village then convened an extraordi- 


nary ineeting of the village assembly to discuss 


school affairs, but only one member obeyed 
the summons. The Headman and all his sub- 
ordinates had therefore no alternative but to 
resign, which they did the same day. 

The presence of Korean students in Mr. 
Fukuzawa’s college is a cause of constant 
trouble. Some time ago the ex-Chargé d’Af- 


faires of Korea went to the College and told 


one of the staff that he had received instruc- 
tions from the Home Government to leave only 
50 Korean lads there and to cause all the rest 
to return home. The Faculty of the College 
positively declined to comply with this proposal, 
the youths having been entrusted to the care of 
the College by special request of the Korean 
Government. The Korean Representative, find- 
ing himself thus rebuffed, ordered the students 
to refrain from attending their class till the 
matter could be definitely arranged with the 
Home Government, on pain of being treated as 
traitors. This absurd injunction was reluctantly 
obeyed by most of the students. In the mean- 
while, however, the new Minister to Tokyo 
having been appointed, the Chargé d’Affaires 
was recalled. Before starting for home a few 
days ago, he went to the Keiogijiku, and told the 
students that they must attend their class as 
before. The lads declined to obey such incon- 
gruous orders. They declared that they should 
take no step until the new Minister was there to 
guarantee them against being accounted traitors. 
Thus the Chargé d'Affatres was obliged ot 
leave without settling the trouble. The origin 
of the singular affair seéms to be traceable to 
the fact that some students whom the faculty 
of the College, deeming them incapable of 
scholarly attainments, caused to return home, 
according to previous arrangement with the 
Korean Government, had spread a_ spiteful 
rumour that it was useless for Korean lads to 
prosecute their studies in Tokyo, and this silly 
slander being credited by the ignorant Korean 
Government, it conveyed instructions to its 
Representative in Tokyo to send back all the 
students with the exception of 50 who had been 
pursuing their studies for some yeats and were 
judged lo be promising youths, 


Google 


every part of the empire. 
fifteen years, each Minister of Home Affairs 
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POLITICAL TOPICS. 
—_——___-___—~ 

The Michi Nichi Shimbun, on the authority, 
it is true, of the Japan News Agency, but none 
the less with every semblance of credence, 
publishes an emphatic denial by Count Mutsu 
of the various rumours assigning to him the 
r6le of mediator between the Government and 
the Fiyu-fo, when the latter agreed to give their 
support to the former in the Diet. Count 
Mutsu declares that he had nothing to do with 
that affair, and that he was equally uncon- 
nected with the arrangements relating to Count 
Itagaki’s entry into the Cabinet. He assigns 
the whole credit to Baron Ito (Myoji), on the 
Government's side, and to Mr. Hayashi Yuzo, 
on the side of the Liberals. 


* The Liberals appear resolved to exercise all 
their great influence in the interests of their 
leader’s successful administration as Minister of 
State for Home Affairs, On the r5th instant, 
niveteen of their principal members, represent- 
ing the districts known as Tokai, Kiushiu, 
Kwanto, Hokushin, Tohoku, Chiugoku, Kinki, 
and Shikoku, held a meeting at the Tokyo 
office, and resolved to address instructions to 
their fellow-members throughout the empire in 
the general sense of rendering every assistance 
to their leader in his new capacity. Their 
organ, the Zokyo Shimpo, publishes the particu- 
lars of these instructions ; namely, that trouble- 
some requests for assistance or interference in 
the matter of official appointments or with re- 
gard to public or private affairs should not be 
addressed to the Count; that every Liberal 
should endeavour to adopt towards local officials 
and other persons a demeanour doubly con- 
siderate and unassuming in consequence of the 
Count’s entry into the Cabinet; that the utmost 
care should be taken to avoid making the 
Count’s assumption of the control of Home 
Affairs a reason for heroic reforms, except in 
cases of flagrant abuses, but that, on the con- 
trary, the Party’s original policy be pursued 
quietly and steadily ; and, finally, that it should 
be an object to avert, as for as possible, all 
retirements of officials connected with the Home 
Department, whether serving with the Central 
Government or discharging functions in the 
provincial localities. 


Certainly Count Itagaki will derive immense 
administrative advantage from the fact that 
his political followers are dominant in almost 
During the past 


has been confronted by the embarrassment that 
whatever ‘measures he took had to run the 
gauntlet of critics determined to be hostile, and 
had to be enforced among men who desired 
nothing better than to demonstrate the Minister’s 
incompetence. There is scarcely a Town, Vil- 
lage, or District Assembly throughout the empire 
that does not obey a Liberal majority, and many 
atime we have wondered, not that collisions 
frequently took place between such assemblies 
and the local representatives of central official- 
dom, but rather that, considering the inveterate 
hostility of the Liberals to the Cabinet, cOopera- 
tion between the Assemblies and the Prefectural 
authorities proved, on the whole, practically 
possible. Count Itagaki is confronted by a task 
very much lighter than thal presenting itself to 
any of his predecessors. His tenure of office 
should be marked by exceptional tranquillity 
and good order throughout the provinces. 

It is noticeable that in the instructions said 
to have been prepared by the prominent men 
of the Liberal Party for the guidance of their 
fellow members throughout the empire, Count 
Itagaki is everywhere referred to as the ‘ Presi- 
dent of the Party.’’ Our readers are aware that 
in many quarters the Count is represented as 
having severed, or as being about to sever, his 
connection with the Party, the Government de- 
clining to consent to the tenure of an admini- 
strative portfolio by the avowed leader of a 
political association. But if there is one thing 
more inconceivable than another in the field of 
Japanese politics, it is that the Liberals should 
consider themselves freed from allegiance to 
their honoured and beloved leader, When 
Count Okuma entered the Cabinet in 1888, 
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he was the leader of the Progressionists—never, 
indeed, a leader whose position received such 
open acknowledgment as that of Count Itagaki 
has always received, but the head of the Party 
all the same. He, too, was theoretically sup- 
posed to have stepped out of the Kaishin-to 
ranks when he entered the Cabinet, but through- 
out the whole of his tenure of office the 
Katshin-to continued to regard him as their 
chief, and to render him the most loyal unswerv- 
ing support. It will be so even in a greater 
degree in the case of Count Itagaki. Whatever 
theoretical re-adjustment of his relations to the 
Fiyu-to may take place, he will remain their 
President in fact, if not in name. 


The ii Shimpo quotes some remarks ad- 
dressed by Count Itagaki to its representative :— 
‘‘I did not desire to enter the Cabinet. But 
seeing that Marquis Ito, Count Mutsu, and other 
Ministers of State entertained (he same political 
views as myself, and that these views would con- 
sequently be carried into practice, the Cabinet, 
though not Liberal in name, was evidently 
Liberal in fact. Therefore I have acted in unison 
with the Cabinet since last year. ThatI should 
enter it now was not essential, nor indeed was [ at 
all concerned todo so. But the members of my 
Party brought such pressure to bear on me that 
I agreed to accept a portfolio. It is reported that 
among the Satsuma Ministers of State and 
among the Local Governors, there are some 
who express dissatisfaction at my admission to 
the Cabinet. Apparently apprehension exists 
that Itagaki will show partiality towards his 
political friends. But I am in a position to 
assert that not a single Satsuma Minister of 
State, nor yet a single Local Governor has 
uttered a word of discontent on the subject up 
to the present moment. Sensible of the pecu- 
liar circumstances under which I join the Go- 
vernment, I appreciate the advisability of manag- 
ing things peacefully, and the almost inevitable 
disadvantages that must resultfrom hasty re- 
forms. ButI shall carefully observe the course 
of events, and should I detect cause for criticism, 
it shall be my endeavour to correct the evil. 
Moreover, since the Government has hitherto 
conformed its procedure to the provisions of 
laws and regulations, there is nothing calling 
for immediate change. Finally, I trust my 
political associates to abstain from selfish con- 
duct. What we have all to desire are absolute 
fairness and justice.” 


THE STATE'S CONTINUING 
EXPENDITURES. 
- a -o > - 2 ee ae 

A statistician, writing in the columns of the 
Fist Shimpo, las calculated the total of the 
continuing expenditures—in other words the ex- 
penditures spread over a number of years— 
voted by the Diet in its last session on account of 
new undertakings and improvements. He puts 
the figure at 267,457,714 yen, and says that it is 
spread over a period of 1m years, commencing 
with the fiscal year 1895-96 (?) and ending with 
the year 1905-6, inclusive. The largest item is 
on account of naval increase, namely, 94,776,245 
yen, and the next in magnitude is the railway 
construction outlay, namely, 58,341,663 per. 
He goes on lo observe that the Chinese indem- 
nity of 200 million taels represents 309 million 
yen approximately, and that it would more than 
suffice to cover the above total. But he seems 
to forget that 40 millions have already been 
taken from the indemnity to meet the war ex- 
penditures, so that 269 million only are available 
for other purposes. Of course, it is not con- 
templated to apply the Chinese indemnity for 
the purpose of directly meeting the above ex- 
penditures: several of them are to be met by 
bond issues, that is to say, domestic loans. In 
one way or another, however, the indemnity will 
pass into the public revenue, and as an extra- 
ordinary source of income resulting from the 
war it may, therefore, be fairly set against 
extraordinary outlays necessitated in the sequel 
of the war. 


a 
—_— Ss 


THE PRESS ON THE ENTRY OF 
COUNT ITAGAKI INTO THE 
CABINET. 


—_———&—_——— 

The entry of Count Itagaki into the Cabinet 
as Home Minister does not evoke any particu- 
lar comment from the Opposition papers, for 
though the Kokumin and the Voméuré devote a 
column to the discussion of this event, the 
other two, the Mainichi and the ippon, speak 
of it without their usual virulence. Journalistic 
opinion is somewhat divided on the important 
point whether or not the Count was admitted 
into the Cabinet in the capacity of Leader of the 
Liberals. The dominant belief, however, is 
that be owes his appointment to distinguished 
services rather than to party influence, ‘ihe 
Nichi Nichi is explicit on this point, It ce- 
clares that the Count will shortly sever his con- 
nection with the Liberals, and that his name 
will be struck off the roll of the Party. The 
question, writes the Xokumin, whether or not 
the Count should be admitted into the Cabinet 
in the capacity of a Party Leader, constituted 
one of the difficulties that prevented a prompt 
settlement of the negotiations between the 
Ministers and the Liberals. ‘The latter, it is 
needless to say, strongly urged the Count’s ad- 
mission in that capacity ; while the former were 
equally opposed to such a measure. - The fact 
is that Marquis Ito, even supposing he were 
willing to admit the avowed Leader of the 
Liberals into the Cabinet, could not have done 
so, for the Satsuma statesmen were absolutely 
hostile to anything of the kind. They said, 
however, that were Count Itagaki admitted into 
the Cabinet simply on the ground of the dis- 
tinguished services rendered by him at the time 
of the Restoration, they might give their consent 
to the measure, the same treatment being, of 
course, extended in due time to other promi- 
nent personages belonging to the same category, 
as Counts Matsukata and Okuma, and Vis- 
count Shinagawa, The Premier, with his usual 
adroitness, took advantage of the position as- 
sumed by his Satsuma colleagues, and by 
obliging the latter as well as the Liberals to 
yield a step, succeeded in composing the diffi- 
culty. Thus Count Itagaki received the port- 
folio, not in the capacity.of Liberal leader, but 
for reasons that are neither distinct nor worthy 
of exceptional recognition at this period. 

The Zokyo Shimbun, the organ of the Liberal 
Party, does not give us any particularly definite 
information. It holds that to simply secure the 
passage of all the important measures neces- 
sitated by the War, and abandon their practical 
enforcement to the Government, would have 
been an act deficient in the sense of responsi- 
bility. Hence the Liberals were obliged to ask 
for a share in the administration as well as in 
the legislature, in order that the reality of their 
alliance with the Government might be establish- 
ed, Ourcontemporary furtherinforms the public 
that though the Count will never change the 
principles faithfully and indefatigably upheld 
by him during two decades, yet, as an adviser of 
the Emperor in affairs of State, he will naturally 
be free from partiality, and will regard both his 
own followers and other politicians with strict 
justice. The public may expect to see in the 
future actions of the Count a model of party 
Government. 

The NMiché Nichi writes that the absence of 
conditions between the Government and the 
Liberals in respect of their alliance, though 
construed by the Opposition as a sign of un- 
conditional surrender on the part of the Libe- 
rals, must really be taken as an indication of 
cordiality and absence of all suspicion between 
the two. In point of fact, as the Ministers have 
to andertake the management of State affairs 
in accordance with the orders of the Sovereign, 
it is beyond their competence to conclude any 
compact with outsiders. Hence, when in 1888, 
Count Okuma received the portfolio of Foreign 
Affairs, his entry into the Cabinet was absolutely 
unconditional. Similarly, Count Itagaki’s ad- 
mission to the Cabinet will not be followed by 
any change in the policy of the Government or 
of its allies, the Liberals. The policy of the 
two is common and indivisible, as the proceed- 
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ings of the last session of the Diet con. 
clusively show. The Cabinet deeming that 
Government by party is not necessary in 
the interests of the empire, have admitted the 
Count in the capacity of a distinguished and 
meritorious statesman, not in thatofthe Leader 
of the Liberals. ‘I'he distinction does not in 
any way affect the cordial relations between the 
two, for though the Count’s name may be struck 
off of the register of the Party, he will enjoy the 
same influence as before. Some persons seem 
to entertain a notion that the Count’s appoint- 
ment will be followed by considerable changes 
both in the administrative procedure and the 
personnel of the Home Department. Such 
ideas are entirely baseless, for the identity of 
policy between the Count and the Government 
dispenses with any need of change in adimini- 
strative procedure, and as to changes of Local 
Governors, they can not be regulated by the 
Chief of the Department alone. Moreover, 
judging from the characteristic magnanimity, 
justice, and loyalty of the Count, any reasonable 
change in the personnel of his subordinates is 
the last thing to be expected from him. 

The Fé, while regarding the Count’s installa- 
tion in the chair of the Home Office as perfect- 
ly natural, has heard, in this conlext, a rumour 
that it can not pass by in silence; namely, 
that as official posts can not be given to many 
of the Count’s partizans, the Government, as 
a temporary expedient, intends to find for them 
positions in the business world. This step the 
F ijt would oppose positively. The evil of the so- 
called ‘official merchants” is notorious, Indeed 
the existence of such a special class of business 
men has impaired the development of Japanese 
commerce toa greater extent than any other 
cause. Thatevil, already serious enough when 
the favoured merchants were mere tradesmen, 
unconnected with any party, will be greatly ag- 
gravated if, as rumour predicts, a number of 
Liberals are to be placed in the business circle 
with Governmental backing. The records of 
Tammany Hall in the United States, and the 
implication of certain members of the Tokyo 
City Assembly in the water-pipe scandal, are 
good object lessons that the Government ought 
to keep always before its eyes. Any troubles 
in which the Cabinet finds itself involved as a 
result of its alliance with the Liberals are of 
the Ministry’s own making. The people of the 
country have no concern with such things, and 
must not be required to participate in them, 

The supposition that the entry of the Count 
into the Cabinet will be followed by the decline 
of the Liberals’ influence and by a split in the 
ranks of the Genon (distinguished statesmen), 
is contradicted by the Vzppon, which holds that 
the incident rather conduces to the prospertiy 
of the Party, and that the empire’s great states- 
men can not become estranged from each other 
because Count Itagaki, originally one of their 
number, returns to their circle. Divided along 
the lines of Sat-cho prestige, Counts Matsukata 
and Kuroda stand on one side, and Marquises 
Ito and Yamagata on the other. Divided along 
the so-called, ‘‘ civil” and ‘‘ military” lines, the 
Premier stands foremost on the one side and 
Field-Marshal Marquis Yamagata on the other. 
Count Itagaki may properly be considered as 
belonging to the party led by the Premier. But 
he is on cordial terms with Count Kuroda, 
President of the Privy Council, and a most in- 
fluential member of the “ Military Party.” 
Therefore he can not be considered in any way 
inimical to the Satsuma statesmen or to the 
‘* Military Party.” In other words, he may 
preserve friendly relations with Marquis Yama- 
gata through the medium of Marquis Ito, and 


with Count Matsukata through the President“ 


of the Council. Moreover, the presumption 
credited in certain circles that the Premier and 
the Field-Marshal, and also the Premier and 
Count Matsukata, are on bad terms, is a great 
exaggeration. 








The troops belonging to the Second Army 
Division that have garrisoned Formosa began 
to leave for home on the rith inst., and some 
of them are expected to arrive at Ujina on the 
16th inst. 
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POLITICAL PARTF. 
———o>—____—_- 

In the pages of the Zasyo, Mr. Nakanishi 
Ushiro discusses the circumstances that led 
to the organisation of the ‘‘ Party of Progress ” 
and the policy that the body has determined 
to pursue. We give in our own words the gist 
of Mr. Nakanishi’s remarks. 


The cause of the new political combination 
is to be traced tothe action of the Fryu-so vis- 
a-ofs the Government. As long as the Liberal 
Party remained neutral, it was possible that by 
a combination of this body with the Progres- 
sionists a powerful Opposition might have 
things their own way in the Diet. But the 
Liberals having joined the Government, a 
new combination became necessary. The 
programme of the new party, according to 
its own showing, consists of two paits; one 
being the inauguration of an independent 
foreign policy; the other, the creation of a re- 
sponsible Cabinet. But this programme is too 
comprehensive and vague to be regarded as a 
basis of operations or as an amalgamating 
power. The terms used as the watchwords of 
the new party are of vague import. Not only 
is the meaning to be attached to the words, 
‘“‘ Independent foreign policy ” and responsible 
Cabinet” left undetermined, but the public is 
kept in the dark as to the means proposed for 
the attainment of the professed objects of 
the New Association. To us the alleged pro- 
gramme of the Partly has no_ significance 
whatever. When politicians divide on some 
such question as protection and free-trade, 
as they do in England and America, and 
when both parties profess, as they may 
with sincerity, that they have the interests of 
the State at heart, the situation is perfectly na- 
tural and intelligible. It is a case in which the 
end of both parties is the same, the enrichment 
of the State, but in which there is wide differ- 
ence of opinionjas to the proper means to be 
employed to attain that end. But here in 
Japan we have a new party called into existence 
that contents itself with parading its allegiance 
to principles the truth of which the politicians 
whom it wishes to supplant do not for a mo- 
ment deny. An independent foreign pblicy 
and the existence of a Cabinet that shall be re- 
sponsible to the nation are considered both by 
the Féyu-fo and the Government to be desirable 
ends. Where there is difference of opinion is 
in reference to the best means of attaining the 
above objects. It is precisely on this very 
point that the new Party has nothing de- 
finite and decided to say. Within the Party 
there exists a great variety of opinion on the 
subject, and the new body cannot be said to 
show a united front, and hence lacks the for- 
midableness of a set of politicians bent on 
accomplishing a great object about which every 
member of the party is alike enthusiastic, 

But there are those who argue that the success 
of a party does not always depend on the 
policy it adopts, Its triumph is nfore fre- 
quently secured by the character and pre- 
stige of its leading spirits, and there is 
no denying that the ‘Party of Progress” 
is supported by some extremely able men. It 
ig true that in Japan great political leaders like 
Okuma, Itagaki, and Viscount Shinagawa wield 
au immense influence over the minds of their 
followers. The veneration felt for such states- 
men is a feeling that has been transmitted 
from feudalism. It has always been a surprise 
to us how men who receive such homage as 
that accorded to the leaders we have mentioned 
can undertake to reform the abuses of clan 
government, because the affinities which exist 
between such statesmen as Count Okuma, 
Count Itagaki, and Viscount Shinagawa and 
their adherents differ nothing in principle from 
those underlying Cabinet combinations. The 
tendency to worship men rather than principles 
is, however, a characteristic of the age, and pro- 
minent politicians make an adroit use of it. The 
rank and file of the Kaishin-to, the Fiyu-to, 
and the Kokumin Xyokat have been held toge- 
ther largely by the personality of the heads of 
these parties., That fact leads us to inquire 
how itis that the SAémpo-fo, or Party of Pro- 


THE NEW 


Google 


gress, has not thought fit to choose a head. It 
is said that Count Okuma is practically its 
head, but that for many reasous he is not able 
to espouse the cause of the new party openly. 
But this kind of thing must prove fatal to the 
success of the party. If Count Okuma were 
proclaimed its President and Count Matsukata, 
its Vice-President, and Count Goto, Viscount 
Tani and Mr. Miuraand other such men its chief 
supporters, the party would soon become a 
powerful body. But Count Okuma’s connection 
with the KXaishin-fo renders the mostdmportant 
item of this programme impossible, and so it 
comes about that, unlike all other contemporary 
political combinations, the SAzmpo-fo stands to- 
day a headless trunk. 

The members of the Kashin-to, Kakushin-to, 
and Zaisei-kakushin-fo who have joined the 
new party have done so with the object of carry- 
ing out their own special views; and since these 
views are by no means compatible with each 
other, there is as yet little sign of the pasty 
consolidating into a compact body. The new 
watchwords that have heen adopted have little 
in them to evoke enthusiasm. The party pro- 
poses to unite against clan guvernment. But 
has that war-cry any longer any significance? 
Who is there in the ranks of the Government 
that does not recognise that it is highly undesir- 
able that clan influence should be paramount 
in State affairs? The men that have exercised 
the greatest influence over the events of the 
past few years owe the positions they occupy 
to personal merit and are strongly opposed to 
any kind of clan despotism. Do the new party 
think to make political capital out of the re- 
trocession of the Liaotung peninsula? That is 
avain hope. The event is past and done with, 
and nothing said now in reference to it will have 
much effect. Does the new party contemplate 
attacking the foreign policy of the Govern- 
ment, with special reference to the course adopt- 
ed in Korea or its method of treating Russia? 
If the party can come to some definite conclu- 
sion as to the proper policy to be followed in 
dealing with Korea and Russia and are pre- 
pared to show a united front on that question, 
there is a chance of their effecting something ; 
but it is plain that no new party was needed 
for the purpose of bringing vague charges of in- 
competency and failure against the Government. 
Existing organizations have repeatedly shown 
themselves capable of accomplishing that task. 

Among the various political parties that exist 
those only that have a history possess any 
real value. The Liberals and Progressionists 
are associated in our minds with the develop. 
nent of the constitution, with the establishment 
of representative Government, The same may 
be said to a limited extent of several other po- 
litical bodies. Where a political party repre- 
sents some deep feeling or strong tendency in 
men’s minds, if properly organized and man- 
aged, it is almost sureto succeed. The history 
of such a party is a record of the development 
of the idea that called it into existence. If 
the men that have joined the new party are 
acting under the impulse of sentiments and 
ideas that are more worthy of esteem than any 
they have hitherto entertained, we can well 
understand how it is they are prepared to 
renounce old associations. But that does 
not seem to us to be the case. There is 
no guid pro quoin the present instance. The 
time has not come for the successful establish- 
ment of any new and comprehensive political 
party. The only real reason for the organiza- 
tion of the new body is the action of the Libe- 
rals in joining forces with the Government; and 
that that is an inadequate reason must be patent 
to every thoughtful person. 

We sum up the results of our discussion thus ; 
(1) the organisation of a new political party is 
ill-timed ; (2) the new party possesses nothing 
to bind it together in the way of a fixed and 
intelligible policy ; (3) the new body is without 
aleader. Under there circumstances, it is only 
safe lo say thal we are without any guarantee of 
the success of this political movement, 





A NEW STEAMSHIP COMPANY. 
———————~»——___ 


The project of starting a new steamship com- 
pany, mooted by such well-kuown capitalists as 
Messrs. Asano Soichiro, Abe Hikotaro, Shibu- 
sawa Eiichi, Yasuda Zenjiro, and other men of 
means in Tokyo, Osaka, and Yokohama, witha 
capital of 3,700,000, is said to be in a fair way 
towards realization, the application having been 
submitted to the Authorities on the 7th inst. The 
scheme contemplated is to open two routes, one 
to New York and the other to Batoum. The 
former will include service to Portland, Phila- 
delphia and other ports, and the latter will call 
at London, Hamburg, and European ports 
commercially connected with Japan. The dis- 
tance between Japan and New York is over 
30,000 nautical miles there and back, while the 
other route is about 25,000 miles. The primary 
object in view in opening the service to New 
York is to facilitate the export of sulphur, silk 
goods, and other commodities now exported in 
large quantities to America from Japan. Batoum 
being a world-famous centre of the petroleum 
industry, transportation of the oil alone would 
give sufficient work to a number of steamers ply- 
ing between Japan and Batoum. Eight steamers 
of 5,000 tons Capacity or so will be built, and four 
will be placed on each line. There will con- 
sequently be two services a year per ship on each 
line. Though the capital is nov fixed at 3,700,000 
yen, the projectors contemplate increasing it to 
five millions, according to the requirements of 
the business. The capital can be easily raised 
by private subscription. The leading pro- 
jectors are Messrs. Asano and Abe, and they 
offer half a million each, while a million is 
promised by the Tokyo supporters of the 
undertaking, 600,000 by the Yokohama capital- 
ists, and 400,000 by provincial men. 

The F#i, our authority for this information, 
explains in another article the reasons for be- 
lieving in the feasibility of the enterprise. At first 
sight, it says, the enterprise may appear to be 
lackiug in prudence, seeing that even the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha has, only after long and matare 
deliberation, opened a service to Europe, leaving 
untouched the more difficult American service. 
But when one comes to consider the help that 
the Navigation Encouragement Bill lately 
passed by the Diet will confer on Japanese 
shipping enterprise, the scheme assumes prac- 
tical proportions, According to the provisions 
of the Law, the bounty for a steamer of 5,000 
tons capacity possessing a 12-knot speed, 
engaged on a voyage to New York, would 
amount for one service to over 80,000 yen. 
Therefore the total bounty for eight steamers 
engaged on the two routes would aggregate as 
much a8 1,200,000 yes per annum. In addi- 
tion to this benefit must be considered the com- 
paratively low salaries that Japanese officers and 
sailors will work for, and the cheapness of Japan- 
ese coal. When Japanese navigators have de- 
veloped their skill to the standard of European 
and American seamen, everything will be per- 
fect, and it will not be difficult to challenge 
foreign steamers for success. Japanese shippers 
and sailors have already ousted their foreign 
rivals on the Bombay line, for though the latter 
at first showed a disposition to carry on a cut- 
throat competition and actually lowered freights 
for a while, they eventually discontinued this 
policy, so that the field was practically left to 
the monopoly of Japanese steamers. An ap- 
prehension seems to be entertained in connexion 
with the Encouragement Law, namely, that the 
Government and Diet may discontinue or con- 
siderably reduce the rate of bounty, should an 
unexpectedly large sum of money be required 
to carry out the provisions of the measure. The 
estimates for this half-year are less than half a 
million yex, but that is chiefly for steamers of the 
Yusen Kaisha, ‘The new company’s share in the 
bounty will not fall short of 2 millions a year, with 
a prospect of further increase in the near future. 
The Fé considers that the Government and 
the Diet will not be so careless of their dignity 
or so unmindful of the interest of shipping com- 
panies as to discontinue the bounties now they 
have once been enacted by law. The position 
of the head offices of the new company has not 
yet been determined. 


448 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


{April 18, 1896. 








THE LIBERALS & THE CABINET. 


ae ee ee 

HE chief difficulty about Count [Ta- 

GAKI’S admission to the Cabinet seems 
to be connected, not with the fact of his 
entry, but with the portfolio to be entrust- 
ed to him. His followers contend that 
he should be placed at the head of the 
Home Department. The Minister of 
Home Affairs, however, is one of the 
most important members of the Cabinet. 
That is especially true of the present 
time, when the enforcement of the new 
local government system involves the 
exercise of very extensive discretion on 
the part of the official presiding over 
Home Affairs. Moreover, it happens that 
several large reforms desired by the Libe- 
rals fall within the sphere of local Govern- 
ment. A pretty distinct idea of the re- 
forms in question could have been acquir- 
ed by readers of these columns during 
the past four sessions of the Diet, but, for 
the sake of clearness, we may here indi- 
cate the principal points. 

For purposes of local administration, 
Japan is divided into cities, districts, 
towns, and villages. Against the system 
promulgated in 1888 for all these divisions 
a common objection is advanced by the 
Liberals, namely, that the rights of pro- 
perty receive excessive consideration. 
For example, it is laid down that every 
Japanese subject shall enjoy the suffrage 
in any of the above administrative divi- 
sions, even though he be not a resident 
or a tax-payer in the division, provided 
only that he be paying, in some part of 
the empire, direct taxes greater in amount 
than the sum paid by any one of the 
three largest tax-payers in the division 
concerned. That means that every con- 
siderable owner of taxable property pos- 
sesses the franchise, for purposes of local 
administration, in every city, district, town, 
village throughout the empire. Further, 
franchise-holders in each administrative 
division are divided into three classes; 
the first class consisting of the highest 
tax-payers, whose united taxes aggregate 
one-third of the total taxes collected ; 
the second consisting of the next highest 
tax-payers, with a similar aggregate, and 
soon. Each class elects one-third of the 
local assembly’s members, and it may thus 
happen that in a town of, say 20,000 
inhabitants, ten out of the 30 members 
forming the Town Assembly are elected 
by half a dozen of the leading resi- 
dents. Such extreme cases are rare, 
of course, and it must be conceded that 
the recognition extended to the rights 
of property by the Japanese system is 
natural and proper.. Democracy, how- 
ever, does not like such limits, and the 
Liberals in Japan have a touch of the de- 
mocratic spirit. Another ground of attack 
is the manner of appointing District Head- 
men (Gun-cho). In towns and villages the 
Headmen are elected by the local as- 
sembly ; in districts (Gum) they are ap- 
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pointed by the Central Government, the 
reason of the distinction being that there 
devolve upon District Headmen registra- 
tion duties of such importance as to neces- 
sitate a careful selection of competent and 
trustworthy persons. The Liberals, how- 
ever, object to the distinction and would 
abolishit. Yet another source of disagree- 
ment isjhe dual election system. Mem- 
bers of District Assemblies are not elected 
directly by the people: a certain number 
of persons are, in the first place, duly 
elected by general ballot, and these then 
choose from among themselves the mem- 
bers of the District Assembly. The 
Liberals advocate abolition of the dual 
system. Finally, they wish to rescind the 
law under which a special municipal sys- 
tem is applied to Tokyo, Osaka, and 
Kyoto. Of course, it is not within the 
competence of a Minister of Home Affairs 
to make changes’in such matters: the 
consent of the Diet has to be invoked. 
But Count ITAGAKI’s acceptance of the 
portfolio would probably be coupled 
with some stipulations pledging the Go. 
vernment to adopt the Liberals’ pro- 
gramme of reform, in part or zm ¢oto, and 
the Government, according to the $i 
Shimpo, is not proposed to go to that 
length, at any rate without the con- 
currence of Marquis YAMAGATA and 
Count INOUYE, who are prominently iden- 
tified with the system of local administra- 
tion now in force. Hence the hesitation 
that has taken place in acceding to the 
Liberals’ proposal. The $27 Shimpo 
alleges that a compromise was suggested ; 
namely, to transfer the present Minister 
of Communications, Mr. SHIRANE, to the 
Home Department, and to give his port- 
folio to Count ITAGAK!I. To that, how- 
ever, the Liberals would not agree, neither 
would Mr. SHIRANE, if our contemporary 
be rightly informed. Another idea was 
to make Count ITAGAKI Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, sending the 
present Minister, Viscount ENOMOTO, 
to Formosa in the capacity of Governor- 
General. But trustworthy as the $22 
Shimpo usually is, we doubt whether its 
information on these points is quite 
correct, for the Nicht Micht Shimbun 
denies that there can be any question of 
either the portfolio of Communications or 
the portfolio of Agriculture and Com- 
merce, and says that the Liberals will be 
content with the Home Office only. Count 
ITAGAKI, we read, was not at all disposed 
to enter the Cabinet. His _ political 
followers had great difficulty in persuading 
him to endorse their project. But his hesi- 
tation was entirely of a personal character. 
He strongly shares the view asserted by 
the Liberals, that their alliance with the 
Government can not be limited to parlia- 
mentary céoperation, and that their re- 
sponsibility for measures enacted through 
their agency does not cease so soon as they 
have cast their votes in the Diet. Their 
attitude, therefore, is resolute, and it would 
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seem that one of two events is imminent, 
Count ITAGAKI’s assumption of the port- 
foilo of Home Affairs or a rupture between 
the Liberals and the Government. For 
our own part, we can not feel much sym- 
pathy with the Cabinet’s hesitation. It 
seems to us quite unpractical. The Mini- 
sters of State ought to have clearly re- 
cognised that when they stepped down 
from their pedestal of independence and 
enlisted the legislative aid of a great poli- 
tical party, they conld not pussibly isolate 
themselves again so soon as the immediate 
need of assistance ceased to be pressing. 
It redounds greatly to the credit of the 
Liberals that at a crisis in the nation’s 
career they rendered leal service to the 
Government without exacting conditions 
as to subsequent recognition. But if that 
recognition be now deliberately withheld, 
they will have just cause for reseritment 
against a Cabinet that used their assist- 
ance and abused their confidence. Unless 
they now secure a reasonable sltare of 
representation in the councils of State, 
their position in the eyes of the constitu- 
encies will be most humiliating, and they 
will have received, at the hands of a 
Cabinet which would have been legisla- 
tively impotent without their aid, a blow 
fatal to their reputation for political sa- 
gacity and fatal to their prospects as a 
political party. Surely, the men now in 
power must understand the great issues de- 
pending on their decision at this juncture. 








THE TWO HOUSES OF THE DIET, 


———_>—_-—_—__ 
HE difference between the attitudes of 


the two Houses of the Diet towards 
questions of domestic policy was very 
marked in the session just concluded. At 
four distinct points collision occurred. The 
first was the Newspaper Regulations. 
The Lower House sought to abolish the 
power of suspension altogether and ot 
remove the somewhat onerous conditions 
that have to be observed by persons de- 
sirous of starting a journal. The Upper 
House refused to do more than modify the 
present system, in the sense of limiting 
the period of suspension to one week, and 
requiring that the offending matter must 
be distinctly indicated simultaneously with 
the sentence of suspension. A conference 
of the Houses failed to discover any middle 
way out of the difficulty, and the result 
was that the existing Regulations remain- 
ed unaltered. The second point of colli- 
sion was in connection with the Public 
Meeting and Political Association Regula- 
tions. These, as they now stand, were 
enacted by the Houses of Representatives 
itself. But there has always been a desire 
to deprive the police of competence to 
suspend a speech or to dissolve a meeting, 
and the Representatives, in the session 
just closed, passed a Bill with that object, 
which measure the Peers rejected incon- 
tinently. Thirdly,®a conflict of views took 
place with regard to the extension of the 
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franchise. The qualifications for electors 
under the present system are that they 
must be at least 25 years of age; that 
they must have actually resided in the 
election district for not less than one 
year; that they must be permanently re- 
gistered as residents in that district, and 
that they must have paid national taxes 
of not less than 15 yen during at least a 
year, or three years in the case of income 
tax. The qualifications of a candidate for 
election are the same, except that there is 
no residence qualification, and the mini- 
mum age is 30. A Bill approved by the 
Lower House provided that the property 
qualification should be lawered to the pay- 
ment of 5 yen taxes, and the inferior limit 
of age to 25 years in the case of candidates 
for election and 20 years in the case of 
electors. Those amendments, also, the 
Peers rejected, although the Government 
Delegate explained that the Government 
was not averse to the proposed reduction 
of the property qualification, seeing that 
the number of persons possessing the 
franchise under the present system does 
not exceed seven hundred thousand. 
Finally, a measure passed by the Lower 
House for extending the autonomic prin- 
ciple in the Local Government System, 
found not a single supporter among the 
Peers when it came up for its second 
reading. We can not greatly wonder that 
the organs of Japanese radicalism begin 
to express dissatisfaction with the work- 
ing of the bicameral system, though in the 
true interests of the nation the check im- 
posed by the House of Peers can scarcely 
fail to be salutary. . 


of both. Several foreigners obtained from 
the Chinese Administration in Formosa 
licenses to extract and refine camphor in 
certain districts. Others appear to have 
entered into private arrangements for 
supplies of the article, lending money on 
the security of the plant used in the 
processes of extraction and refinement, 
or even on the forest-lands themselves. 
Such security being illegal, agreements 
based on it have no binding force. We 
are not sure, however, whether that 
part of the question has been practically 
approached by the Japanese Authorities. 
We know only that what they did at a re- 
cent date was to interdict all cutting of 
trees in Government forests except by 
persons who could exhibit a Government 
licence, and to call upon all persons 
engaged in such cutting to exhibit their 
licences. The order was accompanied by 
penal clauses referring to its infraction, 
and doubtless under these clauses the 
arrests reported by telegraph were made. 
Acquainted with the temper of the Japan- 
ese, and their earnest wish to proceed im- 
partially, we can not imagine that any 
hardship has been suffered by persons 
lawfully engaged in the industry, and with 
those unlawfully engaged in it there 
need be nosympathy. Intelligence of the 
arrest of two Chinamen, who had been 
felling trees in State forests without any 
permit, reached Tokyo some days before 
we re-published a telegram on the subject 
from the Hongkong Daily Press. We are 
inclined to suspect, therefore, that our 
colonial contemporary’s information is 
more or less disfigured by exaggeration. 
At all events, it may be safely assumed 
that no legitimate rights of foreigners 
have been assailed by any deliberate act 
of the Japanese Administration. 


the SULTAN’S only relation to the Armenian 
massacres is that of a ruler too weak to 
rule; that the outrages were largely 
brought on by a fear on the part of the Ma- 
hommedans in Asia Minor that Christian 
Europe was about to set the Christians of 
Armenia in authority, and it is said, fur- 
ther, that forcible British interference at 
Constantinople would have been regarded 
as confirming this view and would have 
been the signal for a general uprising of 
Islam in Asia Minor, and perhaps even in 
India. If this view were correct, no remedy 
short of a military occupation of Armenia 
would suffice to check the disorders, and 
for such an occupation England (which, 
though the greatest naval Power in the 
world, is far from being a great military 
Power), has not the necessary force. On 
this view British interference would have 
been ineffectual, and no course could have 
been more disastrous. 

Between these rival views it is idle for 
those that dwell so far from the scene of 
action and intrigue to attempt to decide ; 
nor will it profit us to say sapiently 77 
medio tutissimus this, that the truth must 
lie somewhere betwixt and _ between. 
One thing, however, must be obvious 
to all, that both extreme views cannot 
alike be true, and that English states- 
manship, which, in the person of its 
Prime Minister, blew hot and threatened 
ABDUL HamID a few months ago, only to 
blow cold and condole with ABDUL HAMID 
now, cuts a very sorry figure before the 
world. 

Putting aside the question of England’s 
responsibilities, and how far she has failed 
to fulfil them, there is one passage in the 
article from Zhe Independent to which 
we especially wish to allude, After 
speaking of the callous indifference of 
Europe in face of the Armenian massacres, 
the writer says :—‘‘ This is also a happy, 
illustration of the ‘altruism’ which scien- 
tific unbelief has substituted for Chris- 
tianity as the basis of personal and national 
morality, which practically means that 
everybody should make sacrifices fcrus and 
that we should make sacrifices for nobody.” 
We need say nothing of the sneer at sci- 
ence, for science needs no defenders. But 
the implication of the passage quoted ap- 
pears to be that had Christianity still been 
a power in Europe, the Christian nations 
would have united as one man to put a stop 
to the cruelties of the Mahommedans in 
Asia Minor. The writer was probably 
thinking of the Crusades, which indeed 
form, next to the rapid spread of Maho- 
medanism from India to Spain, the most 
striking instance in history of the potency 
of religious fanaticism. But a much closer 
historical parallel to the present state of 
affairs may be found, and it is one that 
completely invalidates the writer's con- 
tention. 

The dawn of “scientific unbelief” dates 
from the Italian Renascence and from the 
Protestant Reformation. One of the 








THE CAMPHOR TROUBLE IN 
FORMOSA. 
ote As 

HE news that troubles have arisen 

in Formosa in connection with the 
camphor industry, and that several Chi- 
nese compradores, employed by fo- 
reigners, have been placed under arrest, 
does not come unexpectedly. It could 
scarcely have been hoped that the Japan- 
ese Authorities, when they set themselves 
too evolve order out of the disorder into 
which the affairs of that important busi- 
ness had fallen, would succeed in avoiding 
all friction. We have the best warrant 
for saying that from the first there has 
been the strongest possible desire on the 
Japanese side to extend full recogni- 
tion to every legitimate foreign claim. 
But of course the interests of this coun- 
try, not less than of foreigners law- 
fully engaged in the camphor industry, 
require that recognition should be with- 
held from all illegitimate claims. The 
area covered by the camphor forests of 
Formosa is immense: there are trees 
enough to supply the wants of the whole 
world for an indefinite period. But the 
liberality of nature does not constitute 
any excuse for wastefulness or dishonesty, 
and there seems to have been a good deal 














THE PRESENT STATE OF EUROPE. 


O Englishman can have read without 
interest the article on ‘‘ The Present 
State of Europe” reprinted from Zhe /n- 
dependent in our issue of the 27th ult. And 
if the facts were exactly as stated in that 
article, no Englishman could read it with- 
out a sense of shame. It is be regretted 
that the question of England’s duty to- 
wards Armenia has now become one of 
party politics, and that, in consequence, 
two irreconcilably opposing views are on 
either hand brought forward as the whole 
truth of the matter. One view is that the 
Armenian outrages are instigated from 
Constantinople; that the SULTAN could if 
he chose at once put a stop to them, and 
that an English naval demonstration a 
year ago would have forced the SULTAN to 
make up his mind, and have terminated 
once for all the massacres. If this view 
were correct, the naval demonstration 
ought to have been made, and Constanti- 
nople, if necessary, occupied, even at the 
risk of a European war. 
But on the other hand, we are told that 
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mainsprings of the Renascence was the 
fall of Constantinople, which occurred 
thirty years before the birth of LUTHER. 
Perhaps at no time was the power of 
Christianity greater than in the middle of 
the fifteenth century. What the Arme- 
nians to-day suffer from the Turks, the 
Greeks of Constantinople suffered then ; 
yet Christendom made no movement to 
save the city, and was powerless to avenge 
its fall. And why? Let AENEAS SYLVIUS 
answer the question in his own words. 
“Christendom,” he writes, ‘‘is a body with- 
out ahead; arepublic without laws or ma- 
gistrates. The PoPE and the EMPEROR may 
shineas lofty titles, as splendid images ; but 
they are unable to command, and none are 
willing to obey : every State. has a separate 
prince, and every prince has a separate 
interest. What eloquence could unite so 
many discordant and hostile Powers under 
the same standard? Could they be as- 
sembled in arms, who would dare to as- 
sume the office of general? Who would 
undertake to feed such an enormous 
multitude ? Who would understand their 
various languages, or direct their strange 
and incompatible manners? What mortal 
could reconcile the English with the 
French, Genoa with Arragon, the Germans 
with the natives of Hungary and Bohemia? 
If a small number enlisted in the holy 
war, they must be overthrown by the 
infidels; if many, by their own weight 
and confusion.” 

_ We see that in 1453 as in 1896, the 
divergent interests and the mutual jeal- 
ousies of the different Powers made a 
European Concert impossible. But just 
as it would be grossly unfair to attribute 
to Christianity the difficulty of that time, 
so is it grossly unfair to attribute to 
scientific unbelief the difficulty of the 
present. Modes of thought have changed 
- with the centuries, but in the sphere of 
practice the moral advance of our own 
century is unexampled in history. What 
has been accomplished is as nothing to 
what remains to do, though the growth of 
nineteenth century Humanism will remain 
as a landmark in the moral progress of 
alltime. But the most difficult of all social 
relations are the international, and on 
these the influence of modern Humanism 
has as-yet been comparatively slight. If 
the Papacy, with the clearly defined moral 
code of Christianity to guide it, and the 
enormous force of centuries of superstition 
to support it, was unable to constitute 
itself an international court for the settle- 
ment of differences and the direction of 
combined action, we can hardly be 
surprised that the spirit of modern 
Humanism has not yet succeded in put- 


ting a stop to international jealousies and 
suspicions. But even here Humanism has 
its victories, and the manner in which, in 
the recent Anglo-American difficulty, the 
thoughtful men of both nations refused 
utterly to countenance the idea of war, is 


but an earnest of the good things that are 
to come. 
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FORGERIES. 
ee Pe eee 
HE tourist season having commenced, 


we desire to warn lovers of art and 
collectors of Japanese art objects, that the 
business ot forging pictures after the style, 
and bearing the signatures, of WATANABE 
SEITEI and KWASON is now carried on 
very extensively. WATANABE’S work has 
attained great vogue in England—greater 
vogue than it deserves, we think, though 
undoubtedly some of his happiest efforts 
show very remarkable merits. He pro- 
bably owes much of his popularity to the 
fact that he chooses subjects eminently 
suited to foreign-taste, birds, flowers, and 
subsidiary landscapes. Strength of line 
he certainly possesses, and also great de- 
licacy of touch, but Japanese connoisseurs 
do not accord to him the high place that 
he enjoys in foreign esteem. Success has 
naturally made him less accessible than he 
was a few years ago. He looks for re- 
muneration much larger than his contem- 
porary artists expect, and as his time is 
pretty well occupied executing orders, few 
of his pictures come into the open market. 
Yet there are plenty of so-called ‘‘ Wata- 
nabes’”’ to be had, the great bulk of them 
being copies made by inferior artists from 
some of the pictures in the artist’s well 
known books, Bizutsu Sekai and Watanabe 
Gwafu. It is scarcely necessary to say 
that WATANABE himself would be most 
unlikely to re-produce, on an enlarged 
scale and in elaborated style, sketches made 
for book illustrations many years ago. 
Hence the mere fact that a drawing, pro- 
fessing to be from his brush, corresponds 
with one of these illustrations should 
suffice to arouse suspicion. ‘The books 
may be had easily for a trifling outlay, 
and, apart from their own value, they will 
prove useful to the collector as aids to 
identification. KWASON’S work lends it- 
self more readily to imitation than WATA- 
NABE’S. His lines are feebler and less 
direct; he tries to supply by multipli- 
cation of soft touches what he lacks in 
vigour, and he has never completely 
weaned himself from the unpardonable 
error, so common in Japanese painting, of 
indicating by outlines what nature indi- 
cates by modelling. He owes his vogue 
to tender, pretty effects, that pass muster 
with indulgent or superficial collectors. 
Incomparably a greater artist is GEKKO, 
who remains, none the less, little known 
to foreigners, probably because his forte 
lies in the direction of figures. One of 
these days, GEKKO’S works will be eagerly 
sought after. KAWABATA GYOKUSHO also 
ranks much higher than KWASON, and, in 
our opinion, higher than WATANABE him- 
self, as a master of the Shz7o school. He 
has immense power of brush, and though 
not so happy as WATANABE in choice of 
subjects, his rapid sketches are admirably 
vigorous, often rivalling those of KYOSAI 
or even HOKUSAI. As to KYOSAI, too, a 
word of caution is advisable. Appreciation 


of his great talent has grown rapidly since 
his death, and innumerable forgeries 
bearing his name are now offered by 
bric-a-brac merchants. But prolific as his 
brush was, genuine paintings by him are 
exceedingly difficult to procure, a fact 
that justifies the doubts so often sug- 
gested by the mere arithmetic of the 
multitude of drawings confidently attribut- 
ed to artists like TANIU, HOKUSAI, TSUNE- 
NOBU, and so forth. If these men really 
bequeathed such a number of pictures to 
posterity, how does it happen that works 
by a draughtsman so rapid and versatile 
as KYOSAI are already rare, though he 
died only five years ago ? 





KOREAN CIVILIZATION. 


ia a a en de 
OWELL, in his ‘‘ Land of the Morn- 
ing Calm,” tells of an Etruscan King . 
whose exhumed mummy reminded him of ° 
Korean civilization. When exposed to 
the light, it gradually fell to pieces, drop- ; 
ping off here and there ; so Korea’s political : 
and social mummy, that has lain buried ; 
through these same ages, when at last ex-' 
humed, like the Etruscan King, is fast fal- ; 
ling to pieces, ashes toashes, dust to dust. , 
Toamere onlooker, Korea’s civilization 
is a mass of unintelligible corruption, the 
existence of which he is unable to account 
for. It seems to have no redeeming 
feature, unless we except its musty age. 
That is why LOWELL dubs it an Etruscan 
mummy, and so tries to relieve it of some 
of its ghastliness by a historic simile. 
Those acquainted with the Korean 
people, know that they are not an inferior 
race. In intelligence, they seem to be 
quite equal to any, providing the condi- 
tions of life be the same. Hence, we 
conclude, that some most powerful force 
must have been at work to bring them to 
their present condition. We need not go 
far inland to find this force: it exists 
everywhere throughout the peninsula, and 
is called in the native tongue p’ungsok, 
and translated into English—established 
custom. Before beginningto enumerate 
the evils that this word has entailed, men- 
tion must be made of one remarkable re- 
sult. It has become established custom for 
property to be distributed evenly through- 
out Korea. The poor may come and feed 
off the rich till matters adjust themselvesto 
a common level. Servants make what use; 
they choose of their master’s property. 
We call it squeezing and sponging and : 
condemn the practice unconditionally, but ! 
not so the Korean. The host must feed 
all comers, free if necessary, until he is 
reduced to a condition of like poverty, 
then he goes and lives off some one else. 
That has become a part of their life; no 
one is surprised at it and no one lifts his . 
voice in condemnation of the practice 
Such being the case, if we find no rich, 
we certainly find no beggars in Korea. 
All are well clothed, well fed, and work 
less than in any other country in the 


/ 


Sr ned 








Se ee 


ee, 


ending vista of ages. 


April 18, 1896.3 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MaAIL. 


451 
== mammmmmmmemmmmmmemmmmmemse ese comme nese ee 


world ; an idgal-eystem we should think 
for single-taxers and communists, for the 
people partake of the blessings of Gop 
evenly, no one daring to interfere with 
this ancient and much respected custom. 
One would naturally conclude that the 
indolence of Korea is a result of this 
practice ; but we fail to see that Koreans 
act from an indirect cause at anytime. 
All pertaining to the native, even to his 
indolence, which is an active condition 


rather than a passive one, conforms to. 


some sacred rule, Not that it is the 


result of any other custom or of physical 
or mental defects in the race, but rather 
an active conforming with an ideal ac- 
cepted by all classes. Every Korean, 
even to the coolie, tries as far as possible 
to liye out. wis... Confucian notions, to 
sit as the centre of a circle of influence, 
talking, rather than working, for the sum 
of Confucian teaching in Korea is—sit as 
the ancients sat, and talk as the ancients, 
talked. Manual _ labour, of an kind, is| in an 


et 


utterly ruinous to their ideas.of the. fit- 


ness of things. Hence the indolence an 
indifference of Korea, condemned by th 
! outside world, are not the diseased result 
of another condition, but an effort on the 
, part of the natives to fulfil their high ideal. 
They are charged with having no idea 
of the value of time. Within our small 
Span of seventy years we are ina con- 
stant rush to do if possible an eternit 
of work, while the Korean sits com- 
posedly, and talks and talks, and leaves 
what he has to do till to-morrow. Why? 
Because he has so many more to-morrows 
than we. Death does not énd” earthly 
life with him. He lives on in the tablet, 
joins the family circle at each gathering, 
inhales the sacrificial food and presides 
over occasions of importance just as when 
he lived. Such being the case, what 
meaning would there be to him in hurry- 
ing? Life on earth is not limited to 
seventy years but has before it an un- 


omy 


er ied 


But behold the hovels they live in, say 
another: not a trace is left of the architec- 
tural skill they once possessed. How has 
it come about? Through the influence of 
custom, we answer. Not that they lack 
the skill possessed by their forefathers, for 
only a few years ago they built the present 
palace, with its enclosing wall, which 
speaks for itself; but it is unfilial for 
Korean to live in conditions superior to 

those. of. his parents. Itis an unpropitious 
omen when the sons of a clan make or 
spend more than their forefathers, and 
so, faithful sons as faithfully see their 
homes and surroundings go to decay, as 
children in the West feel it their duty to 
improve all that their fathers leave them. 
With this thought in mind, the arts and 
sciences, of which we find traces still in 
Japan, have been purposely laid aside, 
sacrificed to the desire to be deferential to 
parents. But how filthy they are! People 
at home as filthy in their habits would be 
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is sodded and resodded, 


exiled, from all decent society and rightly 
so, but the Korean is not a free agent 
like people of the West. He must swal- 
low even filth when offered him by the 
iron hand of custom. The mourner gro- 
vels in the dust and goes unwashed as a 
mark of his degradation, for a man con- 


isiders it a personal sin that his parents 
should die. 


The more faithful he i is, the 
more will be seen the uncleanness that 
marks his humiliation. As the faithful 
son is the very highest ideal of Korean 


life, need we wonder that a certain 


modicum of squalor has mixed. with all 


their ways. 

How unpatriotic they seem says another. 
When any other nation would rise toa 
man in defence of his country, the Korean 
sits and talks of other things, or perhaps, 
if no eavesdropper is about, speaks in low 
whispers of the fate of his country. All 
mouths are gagged, all hands are tied_by 
custom, which says that no subject shall 
in any way. by word or -action inter- 
ere with affairs of State, neither shall 
the KING leave his palace, and enter 
the homes,, or, in any unofficial way, 
take an interest in the affairs, of his peo- 
It_is a capital offence for a subject 
lo address those about him on the politics 
f the day. The Korean shows his devo- 
tion to his KING by silence in matters 
that in other countries would arouse men 
to action. The government of the country 
e leaves to the KING and officials, who 
are permitted to squeeze their revenue 
from him up toa certain point, a point, 
we may say, as clearly defined as is any 
law on our statute books. They in their 
turn equalize matters by feeding off him, 
as they feed off one another, so that con- 
ditions arrange and rearrange themselves, 
until they find a proper level where all 
live on comfortably and do practically 
vothing. 

Neither is there any home-life in Korea ; 
no circling about one spot under the 
ancestal roof, where interests are common. 
A rigid line of separation runs between 
the inner and outer apartments and divides 
them as widely as two different hemi- 
pheres. And yet there is a focus in life 
around which their interests circle as much 
2s do ours about the home; namely, 
round the ancestal grave, which is mea- 
sured off, and cut and dug with exactitude, 
is raked and 
combed and brushed, is bowed over, spread 
with food, sprinkled with tears, enter- 
tained with wailings, made long pilgrim- 
ages to, treated as sacred, in fact is a 
much dearer spot to the household than 
is our family fireside. 

Over and above all this, broods an atmos- 
phere of ancestal spirits, demons, . and 
goblins, all of whom have to be propitiat- 
ed and kept in good humour, else there is 
an end to earthly prosperity. Thus cus- 
tom like some hypnotic spell holds the 
country fast. Break the spell, and you 
have as energetic, as diligent, as clean, as 
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intelligent, a people as are to be found 
anywhere. Behold them when the spell 
is on, and you have the most hopeless 
race alive. We trust that the present 
commotions will not end till they have 
shaken the nation free from a civilization 
in bondage to the terrible word p'ungsok. 
JAS. S. GALE. 


THE SUGAR INDUSTRY IN 
FORMOSA. 


——_—_—_q—___—__ 
THE GROWING OF CANB AND MANUFACTURE OF 


SUGAR. 





The cultivation of the Sugar Cane is entirely 
confined to the Southern and Western-Central 
parts of Formosa. The district is divided into 
(wo divisions, where the two tradal varieties, 
viz., ‘Takow” and ‘Taiwanfu” sugars are 
produced. The land generally in the South 
is held by the cultivators under Metayer tenure. 
In the Northern, or ‘‘ Taiwanfu ”-Division, the 
people seem to be more independent, and there- 
fore well-to-do, than those in the more Southern, 

or ‘‘ Takow” District; at least, that is true of 
the cane-planters who in the latter district have 
for a long time allowed themselves to drift into 
a deplorable and apparently irremediable state 
of debt to a few capitalists. Indeed, as matters 
now stand, they are little better than serfs work- 
ing for bare subsistence, and, being extremely 
illiterate, are incapable of understanding, much 
less keeping, accounts, and thus have fallen a 


ready prey to the money-lenders, who may be 
said to command the whole of the ‘‘Takow” 
crop. During the past eight or ten years the 
chief usurer has become so powerful that he may 
be said to have established a ‘corner ” for him- 
self in ‘* Takow ” sugar, regulating the planting, 
and therefore the total crop, to suit his financial 
manceuvres on the ultimate market (Japan). 
By a system of compound and usurious interest, 
ranging from 18 per cent. to 36 per cent., debts 
beginning at from $50 to $100 very rapidly 
spring up to amounts utterly beyond the 
capacity of the debtors to discharge, and at last 
they become desperate and careless. In the 
‘ Taiwanfu’”’ District, however, this evil has 
not assumed the same magnitude, and therefore 
competition amongst the growers having freer 
scope, brings about a more natural ratio between 
price and actual value of product. While de- 
ploring the system prevailing in the ‘‘Takow ” 
District, one cannot help admiring the wonder- 
ful organisation and administrative ability dis- 
played in watching over the unfortunate victims 
and their fields. A complete service of field- 
bailiffs is established, who, at regular intervals, 
estimate and bring in reports to their chief. As 
soon as the new cane begins to show above 
ground, advances are made on the estimated 
value of the prospective crop, a wide margin 
being allowed for possible loss or deterio- 
ration from floods, wind, or other risks. 
After the rainy-season, another valuation is 
made, and further advances given; when the 
cane is cul and Its sugar extracted, the final 
installments are paid. It need scarcely be said 
that these doles are as stall as they can pos. 
sibly be made compatible with the ‘hand-to- 
mouth” existence of the recipients. These 
latter declare that even in the best years, the 
capitalists rarely pay more than from $r to 
$1.20 a picul! Of course, the amount thus 
credited makes but a small hole in the debt, 
which is increased not only by the accumulating 
interest, but also by the unfair manipulation 
and charges which are invariably added. It 
may be remarked, however, that the lenders, 
for obvious reasons, do not look for the payment 
of the debt, the greater part of which is fictitious 
and the result of gross imposition, but which 
nevertheless is a perpetual source of most 
profitable returns on what is only a very 
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small outlay of actual capital. To illustrate 
this it may be mentioned that when these 
capitalists dispose, at the port, of the sugar 
thus got, they would never dream of accepting 
less than something between $2.50 and $3, 
which, even allowing for the cost of transport 
from the mills, shows an immediate profit of at 
least 100 percent.! The soil in the different 
districts, and indeed in various parts of the 
same Divisions, differs considerably in ils sugar. 
producing properties. Thus, although no more 
care in cultivation of the cane or treatment of 
the juice is shown in the “ Takow” District 
than in the ‘ Taiwanfu” Department, the pro- 
ducts of the former are much richer in crystal- 
lizable sugar, and consequently, grade for grade, 
of higher commercial value. 

The species of plant grown is that known as 
the “Chinese Cane,” which locally the growers 
distinguish into three varieties based on the 
thickness and colour of the skin. It has been 
stated that the Sorghum, or Sugar-grass, is 
Cultivated in Formosa, but so far, as I know, 
that is not the case in the Southern part of the 
island at least. Through negligence in cultiva- 
tion, the cane here dwindles to a very small 
size, the joints only averaging from one to one 
and a half inches in circumference, and little 
or no attention seems to be devoted to the plant 
beyond putting it in the ground. Even for 
irrigation, which during the periods of small 
rain-fall or drought would be of material ad- 
vantage, no means whatever are provided. 
Plantings are made from cuttings about once 
in three years. These are first soaked in water 
for about twenty days, until the buds begin to 
sprout. They are then placed obliquely in the 
ground, more or less in a line, with one end 
protruding, the furrow for their reception being 
scraped with the hands. A litthe manure is 
placed over them, but beyond this, with perhaps 
an exceptional and occasional weeding by some 
of the more careful growers, nothing further 
is done. The crops for the intervening two 
years are raised from ‘‘ Ratoons,” and at the end 
of the third year the roots are dug out and 
burned. Cane crushing is_effected by stone 
mills, worked by two, and sometimes three, 
buffaloes. These mills are generally set up and 
owned in the “ Takow” District by agents of 
the usurers. A certain number, usually 12, of 
the producers share a right to, or rather are ex- 
pected to, bring their cane to this mill, to which 
is also attached the boiling-house, Each par- 
ticipant must provide two buffaloes if he wishes 
only to be charged 7 per cent. of the produce 
from his cane, as the cost of manufacture. In 
the more southern parts of the Island, the 
buffaloes are supplied by the mills, when the 
unhappy growers are mulcted from 30 per cent. 
to 40 per cent. of their prodact! These mills 
are erected at the beginning of each season, 
usually early in December, and are dismantled 
at its conclusion, the stones being buried in the 
earth for their preservation. The animals work 
in spells of from an hour to anhour and a half, 
according to the time taken to extract say about 
two piculs of juice. There are, as a rule, four 
boiler men and four attendants on the mill, 
working in day and night shifts, besides ‘‘ cow- 
men,” 

The following is a description of the mills in 
use in Formosa, which shows how very far short 
they come of fulfilling even ordinary require- 
ments, a fact that leads to much logs of pro- 
duct. The granite rollers, 25 inches in dia- 
meter by 30 inches in height, are placed in 
Opposition, At the top of each roller a 
row ot depressions is cut, into which are 
fitted hardwood cogs. By means of the latter, 
the motion is imparted to the right-hand 
stone from the left-hand one. Wooden 
spindles are let into the centre of each 
stone at top and bottom respectively. By 
the lower of these the stones fit into a granite 
or sometimes wooden bed-plate, while the top 
ones project through a transverse wooden bind- 
ing-beam, the left-hand upper spindle being 
prolonged so as to afford attachment for the 
lever, at the farther end of which the buffaloes 
are yoked. The opposition of the rollers to 
each other is secured and judged according to 
the ability of the millwright; and as the wooden 
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possible, 
through the mill, but as the following experi- 


a foreign machine, got his canes crushed in the 








binding-beam in constantly wearing, and thus 
the distance between the rollers always varying, 
the pressure on the cane, only roughly set at 
first, is most irregular in its application all 
through. To modify the effects of this as far as 
the natives pass the cane thrice 


ments show, the results obtained are by no 
means perfect. Then again, the frequent 
stoppages for readjustment and repairing the 
mills are also a constant trouble and drawback. 


The wooden cogs,have also frequenily to be re- 
placed, as, indeed, is the case with all the other 
wooden parts of the machine; causing the mill- 
Owner a never ceasing outlay. The minimum 
first cost of one of these mills, not connting 
the house, is $150, and besides that, at the 
commencement of each season, renewing the 
wooden fittings, erecting the shed, and setting 
up the mill amounts to at least $100; and 
then there is the ever recurring cost of repairs 
during the whole time the mill is running. By 
careful experiments made alongside several 
native mills with those of foreign manufacture, 
it was found that for every 100 Ibs. of cane 
thrice pressed by the Chinese mill, 60 Ibs. 


weight of juice was extracted from the cane, as 
against 68 Ibs. got by passage once through 
the iron mills ; showing a gain in favour of the 
foreign mill of 18 per cent. per weight of cane: 


The native boiler-men all admitted that the 
juice got either directly from the cane by the 


foreign mill, or from the begass that they dis- 
charged from their own mill, was as good, if not 
better, than that obtained by their own methods. 


Calculating out what this means on even the 


limited crop from the Takow districts to 
which the usurers have of late years reduced it, 
say 300,000 piculs, it being further remem- 
bered that this only comprehends that which is 
shipped in foreign bottoms, we find that 
37,600,000 Ibs. of juice are burnt up every 
year in the begass. This would give 108,000 
piculs of sugar if manufactured, which at only 
$2.50 per picul, shows a total loss in money 
consequent on the imperfections of their mills, 


of $270,000, asum which would leave an ample 


margin of profit if every cane-grower purchased 


ordinary way by the Chinese mills, merely 
contenting himself with using his machine for 
crushing the begass as it came out from the 
native establishment. In other words, the cost 
of their fuel is very nearly eqnal to one-third 
of the total amount realized on the whole crop of 
300,000 piculs. To try and improve this con- 
dition amongst the people, Dr. Myers, an 
authority on the industry, drew up a simple 
“Primer” on the cultivation of cane and mana- 
facture of raw sugar, which was translated into 
Chinese by the Acting Commissioner of 
Customs’; but even those whose interests would 
seem most likely to prompt them to study the 
question, aud whose comparative educational 
advantages easily enabled them to read what 
had been written (é.e. the dominating money- 
lenders and their lieutenants, the mill-owners), 
could not be got to take much interest in the 
subject, and, indeed, seemed only to fear lest 
any innovations, either from instruction or me- 
chanical aids, might interfere with the arrange- 
ments, which they said were, ‘‘as far as they 
were concerned, sufficiently remunerative to 
themselves.” The surroundings of these mills 
are dirty in the extreme, and the juice flows 
from the rollers by means of a leaky bamboo 
pipe, led under a filthy buffalo walk, until it 
arrives at the first pan, or what ought to be the 
clarifying receptacle. In the “ Takow ” districts, 
the cane tops are ignited, and thus burnt off 
while the plants are still standing. More or 
less charred material thus adheres to the cans, 
discolouring the exposed juice until it is literally 
as black as ink. There is here also a complete 
absence of any altempt at cleanliness; the 
filthiest hands are dipped and even washed in 
the juice ; and while large pieces of trash, satu- 
rated with the fluid they have absorbed, are 
roughly taken out and thrown away, no efforts 
are made to get rid of the smaller fragments 
(‘‘cush-cush ”). In the clarification of juice, 
beyond stating that lime is added according to 


the discretion of the boiler-men, exercised in 







very rough and ready fashion, there is little to 
be further described. The unslaked lime used 
is kept in a corner of a very dirty room, 
constantly exposed to the atmosphere, and 
in full of dirt and other extraneous matter, 
There is no attempt at filtration, as the juice 
is ladled from the receiving pan into the first 
“tache.” The boiling ‘‘ battery” consists, as 
a rule, of from four to five ‘‘ taches,’’ and 
under each one is a furnace. As the boiler- 
man, by some rule which it seems impossible 
to discover, thinks a sufficient amount of con- 
centration has been arrived atin one ‘‘ tache,” 
he ladles the contents into another, and so on, 
It is quite possible at any given time that the 
fires beneath the lower pans are burning less 
briskly than those under the upper ones ; and 
although the liquor thrown into the first pans 
shown alow percentage of “ invert,” by the time 
it has reached the ‘striking tache,” this has 
probably been trebled. In the Northern dis- 
tricts, where special efforts are made to ‘‘ grain 
large,” the result is accompanied by a very great 
loss from inversion. The object of this latter 
allempt is to get ‘‘laotsai,” the raw material 
from which, so-called ‘‘ white,” is produced by 
means of claying. 


With reference to the other brown varieties of 
sugar made in Formosa, it has not been dis- 
covered that other than mere chance, perbaps 
regulated to some slight extent by rough ex- 
perience, determined either the grain of the pro- 
duct, or the amount of crystallisation which 
happens to survive the crude treatment the 
liquor has been subjected to allthrough. Clayed 
or ‘* White’ sugar, as before explained, is got 
from “lao-tsai.” Each jar holds from 1334 
Ibs. to 200 Ibs. ‘The clay or mud placed at the 
top of the jars in that scraped from the bottom 
of sewers, canals or ponds; and the natives 
about Taiwanfu, assert that that got from the 
bottom of the canal, just outside the city walls, 
which is in fact nothing but a gigantic sewer, 
produces sugar with the best taste. This may 
be due to the fact that the canal, being com- 
nected with the sea, always contains more OF 
less salt water, which Jatter may impart the im- 
proved taste. 


The following are the proportions of different 
grades of while sugar got from one picul of 
“Jao-tsai.” The top layer of all, equal in 
amount to 5 per cent. of the whole, is known 
as ‘‘No. 1” white; the second layer (15 per 
cent.) is known as ‘No. 2” white; the third 
layer (25 per cent.) is kuown as ‘No, 3” 
white ; the fourth layer (25 per cent.) is known 
as ‘‘No. 4” white; while 39 per cent. of mo- 
lasses drains out. The last is reboiled, and 
about 60 per cent. of sugar procured from it. 
This is kaqwn as ‘“cha-soa,” and is in some 
demand in North China. 


From the foregoing necessarily brief descrip- 
tion of the methods used in Formosa for pro- 
ducing sugar, and the quality of the product 
obtained, itis hoped that some idea may be con- 
veyed as to the extremely backward condition of 
the industry, and it must distinctly be under- 
stood that all here stated only refers, and only 
can refer, to Formosa as ithas been. Now that 
the Japanese have come. as rulers, no doubt 
they will, by introducing machinery, and im- 
proving methods both of cultivation and manu- 
facture, very soon set up a different condition of 
affairs. One great change that is sure to be 
made is with regard to the usurers and their 
oppression. As most of their power for evil and 
tyranny was due to the aid they could always 
purchase from the corrupt officials around them, 
and as this support has of course gone now, it is 
not unlikely that the extortioners will find it 
best to disappear also. 


A spirit (“ samshu ”) is very roughly distilled 
from molasses that cannot be further utilized at 
the boiling houses ; but the distillation is carried 
on indiscriminately over the country by any per- 
son who cares to buy the molasses. The skim- 
ings at the mills and other saccharine refuse, 
are generally given to pigs, and the idea of using 
them for the ground seems to be unthought of. 
The general waste from this neglect alone is as 
great as it is deplorable. . 
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MARKET RELATIONS WITH THE FORMOSAN SUGAR 
TRADB. 

As before stated, there are two sugar districts 
in Soath Formosa, namely :—‘ Takow,” pro- 
ducing in the best year 530,000 piculs, and the 
Taiwanfu Division, producing 310,000 piculs. 
‘‘Taiwanfu ” is the name of the Southern Pre- 
fecture of Formosa as known to trade, the new 
official designation of ‘“Tainanfu” not yet 
having come into general use. These figures 
denoting the yield of sugar obtained in the best 
known years, are only approximate. Both in 
the “‘ Takow” and ‘ Taiwanfu” Divisions raw 
sugar is manufactured, this being the only de- 
scription exported from Formosa. Takow 
sugar is an ordinary brown variety, that is to 
say, itis the raw, undrained article, exported as 
it comes from the boiling pans. The only mo- 
difications in quality known to the trade are 
those either consequent on an excess of molas- 
ses (é.e. inversion, owing to deficiencies in the 
mode of manufacture), or on a superfluity of 
moisture, due to atmospheric conditions, vary- 
ing with the period of the year at which the 
sugar is exported. Technically speaking, and 
in spite of the numerous drawbacks which its 
crude method of preparation presents, so rich is 
the quality of the cane, and so suitable the soil, 
that ‘‘Takow Brown” at any time contains a 
proportion of crystallizable sugar which compares 
most satisfactorily with varieties produced else- 
where and under much more favourable condi- 
tions. Looking at this sugar merely as a sac- 
charine material, Western refineries would be 
glad to get it, but by reason of its gross 
adulteration with coarse extraneous matter, it is 
said not to be well adapted to the machinery in 
ordinary use, and this to some extent modifies 
the advantages its composition would seem at 
first sight to offer. Forthis reason, and the fact 
that the average cost price in Formosa has been 
much above that which might tempt foreign 
buyers, an outlet through Western and Ameri- 
can markets has been practically closed for 
several years, 

From the foregoing and certain local con- 
siderations, the only two markets open for South 
Formosasugarsare Japanand North China. Now 
in both these places, the popular taste is much 
behind that which obtains in other parts of the 
world. Itis, so to speak, at the same low stand- 
ard that prevailed in Europe in early times. The 
mass of the consumers do not care for, in fact 
will not have, refined sugar, or, what is the same 
thing otherwise expressed, crystallizable sugar, 
entirely deprived of its concomitant molasses. 
The Chinese taste in this respect, however, 
must be rated higher than that of the Japanese, 
for although they both agree in rejecting ‘ re- 
fined sugar,” still it cannot be doubted that in 
North China, at least, great numbers of the 
consumers, while adhering to the preference for 
sugar containing some molasses, are not only 
willing, but in many cases demand, that this 
latter be reduced to the minimum compatible 
with what is, in tradal language, known as 
‘‘raw,”’ as distinguished from “refined.” 
Hence in North China, South Formosa sugar 
that has been considerably drained of its molas- 
ses by means of the rough method known as 
“claying,” finds a ready market; while in 
Japan there isno demand whatever for it. The 
Japanese, on the other hand, advancing towards, 
but not reaching the Chinese standard, ask for 
a “brown” sugar, as light in colour certainly 
as is compatible with that description, but ab- 
solutely refuse to touch anv that has been drain- 
ed even to the extent of bringing it up to the 
class known as ‘“ Taiwanfn White.” In other 
words, the Japanese, and also, though to a lesser 
extent, the Chinese palates, have not as yet 
been sufficiently educated (6 control their preju- 
dice in accordance with the real requirements 
of the animal system. To gratify what is only 
a fancy, these people demand a greater pro- 
portion of something (molasses), thus in itself 
undesirable as a food, and more or less limit the 
quantity of that which, from a purely dietetic 
point of view, is really essential, viz., crystalliz- 
able sugar. Takow Sugar, containing the greatest 
proportion of crystallizable matter, in con- 
junction with the demanded amount of molas- 
ses, commends ilself, oven to the rejection of 


the brown varieties produced in the ‘“ Taiwan- 
fu” District, to the Japanese, because they 
instinctively, though perhaps unconsciously, 
recognize its superiority over the qualities less 
possessed of this substantial merit. To supply 
the Japanese demand the whole of the crop 
at present produced in the ‘* Takow” District 
is inadequate; and in consequence of this 
ready outlet, together with the causes previously 
detailed, prices at the source of production are 
kept at a figure prohibitive of export to foreign 
countries for purposes of “refinement.” This 
will also explain why no local refinery, in the 
European sense of the term, could be profitably 
worked in Formosa; and even if the foreign 
markets to which its outturn would be practically 
confined were sufficiently attractive, competi- 
tion elsewhere must in the end prove too strong. 
Again, supposing it were worth while to treat 
the raw material on the spot, instead of selling 
it for refinement abroad, the whole crop in 
South Formosa is, at least under present con- 
ditions, so small that this fact alone would pro- 
bably be deemed a sufficient bar to any such 
enterprise. No doubt both in China and Japan, 
there may be a comparatively small and well- 
to-do class to whom the attractive appearance 
of refined sugar proves effective as an induce- 
ment for purchase, but their patronage must be 
very limited when compared with that of 
the mass of consuiners, and therefore, how- 
ever interesting to the philanthrophist, who 
looks to the future education and cultiva- 
tion of the popular taste for sentimental re- 
ward, it is not likely that such opportunity 
would commend itself to the commercial 
mind, more prone to consider immediate 
prospects of benefit than those which would, if 
ever realized, necessarily fall to the lot of 
posterity, It may be mentioned that the re- 
fineries in Hongkong make strenuous, and per- 
haps not unsuccessful, attempts to induce this 
class to take their products. Limited though this 
outlet, comparatively speaking, is, still as these 
establishments depend on Australia and other 
foreign places, and in fact practically exist for 
these markets, it may pay them to cultivate even 
the restricted opening afforded by the luxurious 
tendencies of the well-to-do in China and Japan. 
But save as an off-means for disposing of surplus 
production, the demand is much too insignifi- 
cant to warrant refineries being started solely to 
support it. As our object, however, at this time 
is merely to show what opportunities for trade 
Formosa sugar offers, and to discover, if pos- 
sible, from the investigation whether openings 
exist sufficiently profitable to tempt foreigners to 
engage in it, confined as they must be by the 
limits that we have attempted to define, we will 
go on to describe such particulars of this 
trade as may afford necessary data for forming 
the desired conclusions. Four kinds or grades 
of sugar are produced in the ‘‘ Taiwanfu” Dis. 
trict, one of which (“' lao-tsai ”) is not exported, 
but solely used for the production of so-called 
‘white ” sugar; while from the molasses drain- 
ed therefrom in this process, a fifth variety is got 
by re-boiling, and known as ‘ Cha-soa.” The 
other three kinds of brown sugar produced in 
these districts are known respectively as 
“ Sheung-tao,” “ Tiong-tay,” and ‘ Ka-pan” or 
“Shipo.” They differ from each other by the 
care taken in manufacture, thus producing better 
graining with less amount of ‘‘ invert sugar,” 
and are classed in order of merit and price as 
above given, from the clean, fine-grained, dry 
“Sheung-tao” down to the irregularly cry- 
stallized ‘“‘ Ka-pan” with its superabundance of 
molasses. Practically the sole markets to which 
the Taiwanfu sugars, both white and brown, 
go are those supplied by the coast ports, be- 
beginning at or about Foochow, or Wenchow, 
in the South, and extending up to Tientsin and 
Newchwang in the North. Shanghai, Chefoo, 
and Tientsin are the places through which the 
greatest bulk of the crop appears to be ab- 
sorbed; but it must be noted that while the 
figures given in the Customs Returns referentire- 
ly to sugar shipped in foreign bottoms, a cer- 
tain and not inconfsiderable amount is also 
carried away by native craft to places all along 
the coast line indicated. It is extremely diffi- 
calt to get even an approximate estimate ef 
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what quantity does go away in junks, sailing, as 
these vessels do, trom several small ports on 
the West coast of Formosa not open to foreign 
trade. The native-borne cargoes from Takow 
are comparatively small, no doubt, because of 
the very much grealer demand for this sugar in 
Japan, to which place it is carried entirely in 
foreign ships. Owing tothe determined action 
of the various sugar-guilds in China, and the 
pertinacity which they show in “ boycotting ” 
any foreign vendors who venture to engage in 
the trade, the latter have for several years, and 
after losing considerably by the attempt to over- 
come the opposition, completely refrained from 
further efforts ; hence it comes about that the 
only chance they have of touching sugar in For- 
mosa is for the Japanese market, and from the 
Takow Districts. Even here their connection 
with the trade, besides being somewhat pre- 
carious, is completely limited by, and depen- 
dent on, the good-will of one or two native 
capitalists, who for reasons previously de- 
tailed may be said to possess full command 
of the whole ‘ Takow” crop. In this latter 
district, one rich Chinese ‘‘ Hong” boast 
that they hold in their hands at least half of 
this year’s produce, and that, by reason of their 
wealth and position, they can, to a considerable 
extent, control the disposal of the other moiety. 
Making every allowance for native vanity, it 
must be admitted that the assertion is not very 
far off the truth; for asa fact, there is but one 
other native merchant who can, or at any rate 
does, make any show of acting independently 
of the firm alluded to. There can be no doubt 
that the great majority of foreign merchants 
are compelled to resort to this Hong for assist- 
ance in buying sugar, or settling steamer 
freights from the port. At first sight, it seems 
strange that this firm should concern themselves 
at all with foreigners, seeing that they ship 
largely to Yokohama on their own account, 
where they havea branch establishment. As 
their own working expenses are necessarily in- 
finitely less than those of foreigners, to say 
nothing of the much lower prime cost at which 
they obtain their cargoes, they must always hold 
a commanding position in the competition, 
which, moreover, it would appear they can put 
an end to at any lime they feel so disposed. It 
will be obvious from this that the openings 
available to foreign enterprise, even in the 
Takow sugar districts, have been as limited as 
their tenure is uncertain, and year by year, the 
cooperation of foreigners has been lessening, 
and there does not seem much reason for hope 
that, so long as matters remain as they are, 
foreign merchants can look for a fairer and 
more reliable share of the business. Although 
ithas been shown that refineries, properly so 
called, would probably be a mistake, still a 
practical question remains, which may be stated 
as follows :—Can persons with superior means 
at their disposal accept the crude material, as 
at present obtainable in the island, and, by 
certain simple manipulations, produce an 
article suftable (o the peculiar requirements of 
hoth the Chinese and Japanese markets, which 
will, by its higher merits, take precedence of 
anything the native merchants can offer? It 
would seem that without going to any such 
very inadmissible extreme as is implied by the 
term ‘‘refinery ” in its actual or ordinary tech- 
nical acceptation, such a‘ plan of campaign ” 
offers very reasonable prospects of success. It 
may be urged that the same reasons which at 
present limit the supply of the raw material for 
export by foreigners, would prove obstructive to 
its possession for the treatment suggested, but 
in reply to this, it can be said that in the Tai- 
wanfu Districts (the main products of which 
offer a tempting field for enterprise if only 
means could be dévised for overcoming the 
artificial barriers set up against foreign partici- 
pation by native brokers on the ullimate markets), 
there does not exist that limited native control 
of original material shown to be obtained 
in the Takow Division ; and thus the difficulty 
of supply does not arise. Therefore, those who 
can by rapidity of improved out-turn command 
a supply of the latter at its source, would create 
a state of matters which would, in face of the 
demand abroad that tas te be met, render fo- 
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ever, entirely convinced him of the truth of Mr. 
Masuda’s assertion. A short time ago, in Ha- 
kodate, Mr. Murata was exceedingly scandalized 
to discover that one-third of the dried cod-fish 
sent from Akkeshi was absolutely rotten, due 
to imperfect curing, and had to be thrown 
way, While the rest was so poor in quality 
Ss to necessitate re-curing. It is therefore 
asily conceivable why the Chinese have gradu- 
lly abandoned the use of Japanese marine pro- 
ucts. Under the circumstances, prices in 
China are exceedingly low, much lower than 
the ruling price in the interior of Japan. The 
total export of marine products to China was 
about 5,200,000 yen in 1894, yet, judging from 
the quantity, they should have sold at about 
four times the price they fetched. The only 
marine products that seem to be comparatively 
well cured are dried cuttle fish from the island 
of Oki, and this article enjoys the confidence 
hinese customers. The vigilance that 

he Tokugawa Regency exercisetTi” inain. 
taining the fame of Japan’s marine, and in- 
eed almost every others national, product, is 

worthy of highest praise. One of the chief 
causes why marine products formerly enjoyed so 
nuch credit in China, was the rigid inspec- 
i) tion to which the ‘‘ Bales Inspection Office” 
at Nagasaki subjected every commodity 
done up in bales to be shipped from that 
rt. All were opened and the contents care- 
fully inspected, and those that did not come up 
to standard were rejected. Every bale that pass. 
ed inspection bore the mark of the examining 
official and was generally bought by the Chinese 
merchants on the strength of this mark. The 
total yield of Japanese marine products did not 
exceed halfa million yen at the beginning of the 
era. It has steadily increased, so that at present 
the export stands at above 5 millions. Yet this 
oulput cannot be considered satisfactory if 
one considers the length of Japan’s coast line. 
Mr. Murata then turned his attention to sealing, 
aud said that it should be one of the most Tih- 
portant of Japanese industries. It is said that 


the sea otters caught by-foreigners in Japanese 
territorial waters during the past 20 years do not 


fall below so million yes in value... Mr. Orita 
Heinai, a member of the House of Peers, and a 
high authority on Hokkaido, once told Mr. Murata 
hat otters were so numerous at one time that a 
arty of poachers could very frequently catch 
n the Kuriles as many as 300 head in one 
orning, and it was easy work for one vessel 
0 catch 2,900 otter r. That was because 
otters frequently came up on the shore and were 
easily clubbed to death. They never approach 
the shore now-a-days, and are but infrequently 
sighted at sea. Sea-otters must have consider- 
ably decreased throughout the world, for the 
total catch in 1895 was only 350. The value 
of the fur has consequently risen, as much as 
1,800 dollaxs...being.-paid -per--ekin, Otter. 
hunters come in large numbers to the coasts of 
the Kuriles, but so decreased is the number of 
otters that the most fortunate catch does not now 
exceed 20 head ayear. The sperm whale, ow- 
ing to the operations of foreign whalers, is be. 
coming so scarce that not an animal of the kind 
is captured now-a-days by the Japanese. The 
fact is that foreign whalers are more experienced 
than Japanese, and can pursue their prey on 
the open-ocean, while our countrymen, through 
not being furnished with proper implements 
and outfits, can not undertake the work with 
success unless the animals approach the shore, 
Cod. fishing is attracting the attention of foreign 
fishermen, and of late years several vessels 
have arrived on this coast jon 
rica to engage in this pursuit, for Hokkaido is 
one of the most noted cod-fishing grounds in 
the world. But the most important business 
that foreigners engage in near the coast of 
Japan is the hunting of the fur seal. The 
sealing vessels that come to Hokkaido are often 
not less than 100 every year, and their aggre- 
gate capture exceeds a million yen in value. In 
1893, 38,137 seal skins were landed at Hako- 

ate by foreign sealers for shipment abroad. 
As one skin is worth 50 yer, foreign sealers 
must have captured that year furs of the ag- 
gregate value of between three and four million 
en, for the vessels that put into Hakodate only 


reigners nearly independent of any coalitions 
against them by rival mainland vendors. The 
allusion here made is chiefly to the grades of 
so-called ‘‘Taiwanfa white” sugar from ‘“lao- 
tsai,” and it must be understood that the pro- 
cess suggested does in no way affect compliance 
with the aforesaid requirements of the con- 
sumers, or render the produce liable to be 
ranked as other than a drained variety of raw 
sugar, exactly similar in all details, save in 
superiority of quality, to what is at present 
imperfectly, and very slowly, got by ‘‘clay- 
ing.’ In ‘ Takow,” however, though there 
would have been under the old régime neces- 
sarily more local difficulty in commanding 
the supply of original material for improved 
treatment than there is now, apart from the great 
demand for improved ‘ Takow brown” in 
Japan, and as the principal local obstructionist 
is so far aware of this as to have himself at- 
tempt a partial, though rough, compliance with 
the demand, by making laborious and limited 
selections which have already established a name 
for their mark (“‘ H.H.”), there is good reason 
to believe that, under this pressure, he would be 
more ready to cooperate further with foreigners 
in this direction than he would have dreamt of 
doing in the semi-competitive line he lately per 
mitted them to take up. The sole reason, of 
course, for this complaisance would be that by 
it a greater profit might be anticipated than that 
which the most successful limitation, or even 
suppression, of foreign competition could 
under present conditions secure. Seeing that 
now his influence and control over the pro- 
ducers, has been completely overcome, and 
thus any power remaining to him, for good 
or evil, must simply depend on his standing 
asa capitalist, it would seem that by means 
of the above alternative, of which the space at 
command only permits a hint in out-line, parti- 
cipation in the Taiwanfu sugar trade, and also 
connection with that of the Takow District, may 
be obtained, and this without any radical re- 
volution either in the original methods of growth 
and production, or by setting up advanced 
establishments for producing sugars which, 
however much posterity may appreciate them, 
would most certainly not be accepted by the 
present generation of consumers, whose wants 
and desires surely make it worth while (to all 
but the purely philanthropic), to cater for their 
patronage on the terms and with the material 
they solely require. 





FAPAN MARINE PRODUCTS. 
—_—_—__—_—____ 


The Chuo gives an account of an interview 
that its representative had with Mr. Murala 
Tamotsu, Member of the House of Peers, on 
the Condition of marine products in Japan. Mr. 
Murata enjoys the distinction of being called 
the “‘ King of the Marine Industry in Japan.” 
Fisheries in Japan, observed Mr. Murata, are 
still far from being satisfactorily developed. So 
J backward are they in fact, that the average yearly 
4 income of a Japanese fishermen does not exceed 


31 yen, in times.of good catches. When the 
Seasons are bad, Car 


this sum fafls io as little as 
eight, seven, greven.faur, yen. The standard 
6f‘a fisherman’s living may therefore be easily 
imagined. Their dwelling-houses are practically 
no bigger than kennels, and their staple article 
of food is sweet potatoes. The value of 
marine products largely depends on the 
excellence of the mode of cyzing, but in this 
important branch of marine industry retrogres- 
sign rather than progress has taken place since 
the Restoration. During the reign of the Toku- 
gawa, strict care was paid to the process of 
curing, and marine products exported to China 
were ulways of excellent quality, and enjoyed 
the confidence of consumers. Mr. Murata is 
grieved to see that owing to the reckless mode 
of curing now prevalent confidence has been 
lost, and the credit of Japanese marine products 
is practically 2:7 in China. When, some time 
ago, Mr. Murata heard from Mr. Masuda, of the 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha, that the Chinese consider- 
ed Japanese marine products exceedingly danger: 
ous things tohandle, he could not place credence 
in the story, Subsequent experience, how- 
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numbered about 50. The cost of a sealing vessel 
and her equipment amounts to about 20,000 yen, 
and as one vessel captures on an average 3,000 
seals, the venture must prove highly profitable. 
It is extraordinary that the Japanese did not for 
a long time know anything about the value of 
the fur seal, Itis only four years since they | 
began to pay any alféii{fon to that important | 
source of marine industry. It is satisfactory to 
find that the number of Japanese sealing vessels 
is steadily increasing. The root of the trouble 
is that the Japanese have hitherto confined 
themselves to work on the coast, and have not 


undertaken the more profitable pelagic sealing. .- 


That is the chief reason why Japanese fishing 
villages are decaying in prospeiiy. The total 
of Japanese fishermen may be put at about 
920,000, and the average value of their yearly 
cate es not exceed 31 yen. Thereisa great 
difference in their relative earnings according 
to districts. Fishermen living in certain north- 
eastern portions of Japan proper get about 80 
yen on the average; while, at the other ex- 
tremily, those in certain districts of Kwansai 
do not get more than 4 or 5 yen. Those that 
venture to the coast of Korea, however, got in — 
1894 as much as 60,000 yen between 600 fisher- — 
men, that is to say, an average of 100 yen per * 
man. Those that were fortunate and diligent 
are said to bave caught fish to the value of 260. 
yen per man. That this fishing is far more 
profitable than coast fishing may be illustrated 
by the significant fact that, whereas a fishing 
village called Tamaye, in Yamaguchi Prefecture, 
was formerly inhabited by poor fishermen, the 
village has now become so prosperous Since its 
inhabitants began to venture to the coast of 
Korea that each family has saved 300 yen at 
least. Japanese fishing gear needs considerable . 
improvement, and already some alterations in \ 
this respect have been accomplished. One is 

a discovery that the hempen net is not so good 
asa cotton one, the latter proving more durable, ~ 
the hempen net being quicker to rot. And for . 
catching such fish as bonito, that are possessed 

of sharp teeth, the hempen net is more often 
damaged than that made of cotton. 


THE LAW OF LIBEL. 
—_-—_->-—_—————_ 

Last month the Sinwanpao, a Chinese paper 
published in Shanghai and edited by Mr. F.F. 
Ferris, a British subject, undertook to discredit 
the American firm of Spitzel and Company, by 
alleging that it had illegal dealings with the ex- 
Viceroy Li, and that it was guilty of deliberate 
dishonesty. Mr. Spitzel proceeded to the office 
of the Sinwanpao, and, meeting Mr. Ferris, 
made some remonstrances, to which Mr. Ferris 
replied that the other was not telling the truth, 
whereupon Mr. Spitzel delivered two blows that 
gave the editor a nastv black eye. Action for 
libel being brought in the United States Court, 
Consul-General Jernigan delivered the follow- 
ing verdict, which deserves wide circulation :— 


Tie Court decides first, that the evidence shows that at! 
the conversation in his office Mr. Spitzel did complain of 
these attacks. Mr. Ferris says Mr. Spitzel did not com- 
plain, but substantiates the fact that the attack was alluded 
to, and the circumstances show that it was natural fur Mr. 
Spitzelto complain, and thathe gave Mr, Ferris notice not 
to attack him any more in the paper. The Cc urt further 
holds that Mr. Ferris «new he was attacking Spitzel & Co., 
that he meant to attack them, and that it was his purpose 
to disparage the firm, and that he investigated the private 
affairs of that firm as far as he could for the purpose «of 
injuring them. The (Court holds that that is not the legiti- 
mate sphere of a journalist. It turther holds that it was 
natural for Mr. spitzel to goto Mr. Ferris’ office for the 

urpose of protesting against these continued attacks. 
Mr. Ferris says that Mr. >pitzel made the attack upon him 
there at his office when he was not on his guard. Mr, 
Spitzel says he approached Mr. Ferris and protested, and 
requested him to desist from these attacks, whereupon Mr. 
Ferris stated that he was not telling the truth Then it 
was Mr. Spitzel gave him the blow. To say that a man 
is a liar makes him equally guilty with the man who re- 
sents the lie by a blow. hatis the law. The Court has 
no jurisdiction over Mr Ferris, and it holds that Mr. Ferris 
was as guilty in provoking the blow, as Mr. Spitzel in 
giving the blow. The Courtis disposed to be governed 
by the view taken by the doctor, that is, that it is an affair 
which should have been settled outside. As it is brought 
before the Court, I will decide it. I fine Mc. Spitzel une 
dollar, and costs. 
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KOREAN NEWS. 
-_-——— 





April 13. 
The anti-Japanese feeling recently so strong 
“-" J among the Koreans is said to be undergoing a 
change. Apparently the facts that the Russian 

Minister does not, give the new Cabinet such 

marked help as was expected at the time of the 

former Cabinet’s overthrow, and that the Rus- 
sian Minister has of late abstained from taking 
any step without previously consulting the 

Japanese Representative, have convinced those 

now in power of the unwisdom of estranging 

ithe goodwill of Japan. Hence the Korean 
‘statesmen are now endeavouring to recover 
Japan's friendship. In the achievement of that 
end, the chief obstacle is Li P6m-chin, who is 
reported to be disliked and dreaded by all his 
colleagues. Personally, Li possessed no quali- 
ties calculated to attract much attention, but 
he provokes jealousy by undertaking all the 
important affairs of State himself; and by 
being constantly in the presence of the King; 
and he is feared because, in his capacity 
of Minister of Justice, he can arrest any 
of his colleagues whom he supposes to be 
hostile to his tenure of office or to his policy. 
Meanwhile, complaints that nothing can be 
effected in the matter of administrative reform 
are growing louder and louder, alike within and 
: without the ranks of officialdom. Li, however, 
» has the King under his thumb, and is careful 
never to release his hold of the royal puppet. 
A project to get rid of Li by despatching him 
to Russia in the capacity of Korea’s ambassador 
on the occasion of the Czar's Coronation, has fail- 
ed, and he resolutely rejects any proposal from 
his colleagues to accept the position. Hence at 
present the other Ministers are obliged to watch 
for a favourable opportnnity, which is expected 
to arrive at no distant date. The King is longing 
to return to the Palace, even P6m-chin’s advice 
being powerless to 1@concile His Majesty to his 
present position. The only obstacle that stands 
in the way, is the want of proper guards for the 
Palace. The King does not place much con- 
fidence in his own soldiers, and, under existing 
circumstances, it is not possible to obtain the 
services of Russian Marines, as was originally 
projected. Were that difficulty disposed of, 
the King would leave his “‘ Asylum ” at once, 
and Li Pém-chin would be confronted by an 
evil crisis. 
a” The new Government is considerably embar- 
7 rased by its chronic trouble, emptiness of the 
Reserves, amounting to over 5 mil- 
lion yen, accumulated by the strenuous efforts 
of the Jate unfortunate Finance Minister and 
his able Japanese adviser, Mr. Nio—a financial 
result unprecedented in the history of the pre- 
sent Dynasty—have already been dissipated. 
The Cabinet, out of sheer necessity, has decided 
to cut down the salaries of Chokunsn officers by 
one half, that of the next class by one third, 
and that of the lowest by one-fifth. 

Witb reference to the proposed reduction of 
official salaries in Korea, we may note that the 
monthly salary of a Minister of State at present 

_is 300 yen, less 20 per cent. Consequently, 
when the new scale is applied, he will receive 
120 yer only. 

Ming Yong-hwan and the ex-Vice-Minister 
of Education started on their mission to Russia 
on the 1st inst. At Ninsen a Russian man.of- 
war was in wailing to carry the party to Shang- 
hai, whence they were to leave for their destina- 
tion bythe next mail. The new Korean Minister 
to Japan, Li Ha-yong, unlike his predecessors, 
took his family with him, and of course curious 
folk detect a hidden significance in that new 
departure. 

A project to start a newspaper in Soul, under 
the auspices of the Government is believed to 
be seriously mooted. The most earnest advo- 
cate of the scheme is SO Tai-pbil, a promi- 
nently influential “ pro-American” statesmen, 
and a member of the Privy Council. In fact 
the scheme had been definitely arranged before 
the overthrow of Kim Cabinet, for, with the 
sanction of the King, the late unfortunate Pre- 
mier handed S6 a sum of 5,000 yen for the 
purpose. That was on February roth, namely, 
the day preceding Kim’s assassination. 
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new Cabinet did not at first like the idea of 
publishing a newspaper under the direct control 
of S6, whom they regard as neutral at best. 
Their idea was to entrust the matter to the 
ex-Vice-Minister of Education, but the latter 
having started for Russia, there is no alternative 
other than to leave the business in S6’s hands, 
for, ignorant as the Cabinet Ministers are, they 
do not seem disposed to underrate the im- 
portance of that so-called ‘‘ essential organ of 
civilization,” the press. 

One of the two police-sergeants that assassi- 
nated the late Premier and the late Minister of 
Agriculture and Commerce, in compliance with 
secret orders from certain Cabinet Ministers, 
has been dismissed for alleged bad behaviour, 
and the other has been reprimanded on the 
same grounds. Further, one of the 12 prisoners 
of State arrested on various pretexts by Li Pén- 
chin, has been acquitted, the charge preferred 
agains*him having been shown to be unfounded. 
He is an elder brother of W6n, ex-Chief of the 
Police Board, who was among the men pro- 
claimed for slaughter by the edict issued on the 
day of the downfall of the Kim Cabinet, and 
who is now living in Tokyo as a political re- 
fugee. It would appear that the pressure 
brought to bear by Japan and other Treaty 
Powers on the Korean Government, in the cause 
of justice and humanity, is producing beneficial 
effects. 


---— —__—— 


THE ABOLISHED COTION DUTIES. 
"enc TAIN TO nes ane se bi 
The Fiji Shimpo recently published an ar- 
ticle eulogizing the action taken by the Diet in 
ishing the import duties_on raw cotton. 
This step, it says, must prove of immense bene- 
fit to the spinning industry in Japan, and will 
impart a powerful impetus to the export of 
Japanese yarns. It prints a table showing the 
original relatives values of Bombay and Japanese 
yarns as laid down in Shanghai, in support of 


its contention :— 
(Per bale of 
20 hanks.) 


JAPANBSE YARNS. Yen. 


Raw material... eovccee eovvcces Pereciaseseovaces eose 
Cost of production eeceeseseeeeeeeesseescsees ee 


Packing ....cccscscescccccceccceccesserecsesssereeses 1.030 
Lighterage between Osaka and! Kobe...... 500 
Import duly Of rAW COLON viescceessersereeeeee 14400 
Commission for purchasing Cotton.......00. 481 


Interest on money invested in purchasing 
cotton, storage, BC. cere 
Insurance on import of cotton and export 


1.857 


OF VAIS ciccecccccccscececccccensccccessscosaccces .803 
Freight between Kobe and Shanghai ...... | .700 
Freight between Bombay and Kobe...... ww. 1.666 
Import duties at Shanghai Customs........ » 3-209 
Whar fage, storage, brokerage, &C. wu... 1.013 





Tahal: seccasivcasscaeivsscaveexesseasnsdes O3:099 
BOMBAY YARNS OF THE SAME SIZE. 

Raw miatevial,...ccscccccsseceesenee ddatioeandueds 70.000 
Cost of production and packing .....00 weve 164263 
Freight between Bombay and Shanghai... — .g03 
Tirstrt ance ...ccececcceeeece  eddhesmeariicireiiens.. 0440 
Cost of laslings ...ccssseccesecccsvores per are 452 
Import duties at Shanghai Customs........ . 3.249 
Wharfape vscccsceeees Seausasaseuitivaiscaniesrieus -042 
Fire tsutance ccsscssesceees Sevicdeesdseevvsnsweaee .069 
Storage... d ieety sink otedicbake Vaal set eeaeiwaaaons 125 
Brokerage, Commission, 8c. .....66 vuebaive ewe 1.777 

Total ...... sin ledevcccccwauadiietiieiasée O91 G40 


It will be seen from this table that Bombay 
yarns used to undersell Japanese by .353 yen. 
The late import duties on raw Cotton were .399 
yen per 100 piculs, and supposing that 350 
piculs were needed in producing one bale of 


be able to place their goods on the Shanghai 
market at 1.40 yer per bale cheaper than before. 
In other words, whereas their goods were formerly 
dearer than Bombay by .353 yen per bule, they 
can hereafter undersell Bombay by as much as 
1.047 yen per bale. Already the benefit of the 
abolition of the impost has been illustrated 
significantly. Transactionsin yarus for Chinese 
export are now so active that the Kanegafuchi 
Spinning Factory has its output of export yarns 
till May entirely taken up. Many spinning 
factories at Osaka have also secured big orders. 
Usually the three or four months beginning from 
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yarn of a given size, Japanese spinners will now) (CM 


May aie the most inactive of the year, but it is 
confidently expected this year thatthese months 
will be quite as brisk, if not more so, than other 
portions of the year. Owing to this unusual 
activity in the spinning factories, and also owing 
to the very satisfactory cotton crop in India last 
year, the import of cotton from Bombay is un- 
usually large this season. Some 40,000 bales, 
costing about 2 million yen, have been imported, 
while three or four steamers Jaden with cotton 
are expected this month. The Shogyo has 
drawn up a table in which it seeks to prove how 
each spinning factory in Japan will benefit by 
the abolition of the duties :— 


Yearly consumption Benefit 

of cotton. accruing, 

Catties. Yen. 

Osaka Spinning Factory ...19,923,840......79.695 
Settsu do +00 12,718,080...44. 56,872 
Temma do wee §,503,680......22,015 
Naniwa do ..» 8,874,880......35,500 
Hirano do wes 9,953,280....-.39,813 
Kanai.in do w+» 6,352,000......26,208 
Sensiu do see 6,935,040.00...275740 
Asahi do «+ 59372,040......31,490 
Fukushima do w+ 4,172,400......16,690 
Kishiwada do ws» 4,008,960......16,036 
Dojima do + 3,674,880...... 14,700 
Okayama dq + 6,943,080...... 27,775 
Tamashima = do ves 45324,320......17,297 
Kurashili do w+» 5»540,400......22,162 
Kanayafuchi do -0615,454,080......61,816 
‘Tokyo do .-» 8,314,560......33,258 
Owati do ws 5,656,320...... 22,625 
Nagoya do w+» 5.040,000.,.,..20,160 
Amagasiki do wes 95732-960...... 38,932 
Miiye do wes 71404,960...... 29,860 
Kurume do ves 3:644,720...00 14,579 
Miye do .-.18,506,880......74,028 
Wakuyaina do s+» 3,970,060......15,880 


The quantity of cotton consumed was deter- 
mined by the number of spindles in operation 
at the respective factories, one spindle being 
calculated to consume 1.2 pounds per diem. 








KAMAKURA AND TOURISTS. 
—_—_——__>____-—-_- 

An item of information, interesting to tour- 
ists is given by the Nippon, namely, that “from 
the roth to the 22nd instant, the art-treasures of 
the four chief temples at Kamakura, namely, 
Kencho-ji, Enkaku-ji, Komyo-ji, and Yugyo-ji, 
will be exposed for public inspection, on pay- 
ment, presumably, of a small fee. In repro- 
ducing this notice we ought to add that many 
of the objects in question have antiquarian 
rather than artistic interests, but among ‘the 
pictures, illuminations, armour, and arms there 
are many heirlooms well worthy of study not 
alone for their own sakes but also because of 
their historic associations. Porcelains and 
bronzes are very poorly represented, but con- 
noisseurs should not fail to see the fine examples 
of Lunchuan-yao—large céladon vases, with 
decorative designs in high relief—presented to 
the temples by Hideyoshi (the Zaiko) at the 
close of the sixteenth century. These vases 
must be classed among the best products of the 
Chinese potters, in the line of céladon, during 
the years immediately preceding the decadence 
of the keramic art under the Zing Emperors. 








THE “ NIHONGL.” 


—____¢@——___—_— 
The Japan Society issues the following notice 
to members :— 


We have the pleasure to inform you that the first volume 
of the translation of the ‘* Nihongi,” .r ‘‘ Chronicles of 

apan.’”’ to which you are entitled asa Member of the 

apan Society, is now ready for distribution. ‘The publica- 
tion of this celebrated Japanese work has been rendered 
possible through the liberality of Mr. W. G. Aston, 

°.M.G., Honorary Memrer of this Society, and late 
Japanese Secretary of the British Legation in Tokiv, who 
offered the MSS. of his translation and commentaries to 
the Scciety. and through the monetary assistance of those 
Members of the pociety who guaranteed an amount sufhi- 
cient to pay one-half of the cost uf publication, which will 
not be less than £400. 

The first volume can now be obtained on personal ap- 
plication at the Society’s address between the hours of 12 
and 3 daily, or will be sent upon receipt of one shilling to 
defray the cost of packing and postage, if delivery is to be 
in the United Kingdom, and of two shillings if the delivery 
is to be abroad. 

A certain number of extra copies of the work are for 
sale at a cost of one guinea for the two volumes. 
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THE SLAVE TRADE IN MANCHORIA. 
es oe ->— 

The Chuo reproduces an interesting ac- 
count of the slave traffic carried on in the 
vicinity of Yingkow (Manchuria), the inform- 
ation emanating from a Japanese bean 
merchant who recently returned home. 
Farmers comprise the great majority of re- 
sidents in Manchuria, and the late Japan- 
China War interfered so seriously with their 
agricultural operations that many are suffering 
from famine. One of the direct consequences 
of this calamity is an aggravation of the slave 
trade, more particularly the selling of children, 
an evil, even in ordinary times, always prevalent 
to a more or less extent in various parts of 
China. Thé children, it must be acknow- 
ledged, are not sold by their parents until the 
latter are absolutely driven to it by dire starva- 
tion. Buyers collect the poor little fellows, just 
as keepers of registry offices in Tokyo collect 
coolies, and either gell them to a middleman or 
trade them directly with intending purchasers. 
The merchant, who gives this statement, saw at 
Yingkow an old woman leading a batch of five 
or six children whose ages ranged from between 
5 to 12 years. It was a pitiful sight to see 
these innocent boys and girls clothed in the 
least possible amount of rags and bare of foot, 
trooping after an old hag who traded in human 
beings. Theé price of a child ranges betweeh 
14 to 2 yen, should it be attractive or intelligent 
looking, but 6therwise the price is a few cents. 
The middleman generally buys a batch at the 
rate of 30 to §0sén per child, and the slave-broker 
invariable give a guarantee to the purchaser that 
parents will never again acknowledge or claim 
their children. The Japanese merchant said 
that he once lodged in a house at Yingkow, where 
a family of children lived that had all been 
bought from slave dealers. One little girl’s body 
was entirely covered with marks of ill-treatment, 
and her master told his guest that the girl had 
been given to a slave-broker by her parents as she 
was too ugly to fetch even a cash. Owing 
to her lack of natural gracés of face and person 
the poor child was passed of from broker to 
broker and her life in consequence was one of 
blows and kicks, her brutal masters grudging her 
the food she ate. The Japanese bean merchant 
took pity upon the child and bought her for 
a small sum and intends to make a free servant 
of her when she grows up. The terrible 
experiences that befall children at the hands 
of traders cause the unfortunate beings to live 
in intense dread of their owners, so that when- 
ever they are a little naughty or disobedient the 
threat that they will be handed back to the 
brokers is sufficient to at once render them do- 
cile. Slave-brokers in Manchuria thus appear 
in the guise of ogres to wretched and destitute 
boys and girls. The after lives of these chil- 
dren are very varied. Female slaves are kept 
till they are of age to become mistresses, or 
are sold again to brothel-keepers, or, if ugly, 
kept to perform the most menial of tasks. With 
boys their careers are slightly more attractive. 
Almost as much kindness is bestowed upon 
them as upon the children of the house. They 
are educated in the same way as the others, and 
are kept apart from the servants. This seems 
very strange at first sight, but the mystery is 
soon cleared up, and in a sense reveals why 
Chinese are so successful in mercantile transac- 
tions. Everybody knows that a Chinese mer- 
chant of means owns a number of branch 
establishments and that he seldom incurs any 
loss from the faithlessness of the managers of 
his branch shops. This success is largely due 
to boy slaves. When a boy has reached the 
years of adolescence his master obtains for him 
a wife. When achild or two have been born to 
the couple the slave is put in charge of a branch 
shop ata distant town, The relations between 
the merchant and his managér being so very 
close, in fact an indissoluble bond, it is 
not wonderfal that, even when the former 
does not exercise any particular vigilance, 
the distant branches are conducted with as 
much diligence and faithfulness as if the owner 
was personally in charge of the business. No 
clerk educated at a Commercial College can 
surpass a slave thus trained in respect to dili- 
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gence and conscientiousness. Herein, accord- 
ing to the Chuo, lies the secret of a Chinaman’s 
regard for the education and bringing up of 
boy slaves, while it also affords a clue to the 
reason fora Chinese merchant’s peculiar success 
in commercial undertakings. 





PERILOUS ADVENTURES OF THREE 
SEALERS. 


Hans Isaacsen, a hunter, Victor Carlsen, a 
boat-steerer, and Frederick Bartlett, a boat- 
puller, have arrived in Yokohama after passing 
through some perilous adventures iu the North 
Pacific. They are members of the crew of the 
American sealing schooner Ad/on, a craft of 94 
tons burden, under the command of Capt. 
George Wester (late of the Bonansa), that left 
San Francisco on the 22nd December last year. 
After securing a hundred skins on the Ameri- 
can coast, the vessel was brought over to the 
Japan side of the Pacific. On the 30th March, 
about 7.30 o'clock in the morning, when the 
schooner was about 50 miles off the coast, the 
captain ordered the boats away to search for 
seals. The three men mentioned above got into 
a 20-foot boat, and started on their quest. By 
the afternoon they were some miles to the east- 
ward of their vessel, when saddenly a fog came 
down, completely shutting them in. They lay-to 
for the rest of the day and the following night. 
By morning a half gale from the N.W. set in 
and a heavy sea sprung up, filling the boat with 
water to its gunwales. A current drifted them 
further and further to sea, until they must have 
been fully 150 miles from shore. For two days 
they were at the mercy of the storm, and with 
all food and drinking-water exhausted they 
were in a pitable plight. When they left the 
ship they had buta gallon and a half of water and 
provisions for a day on board. Gradually the 
storm abated and on the third day they began 
to row towards the west, hoping to see land 
before long. Fortunately they struck a cur- 
rent that greatly assisted them, and on the 
fourth of April, the sixth day from leaving 
the ship, they saw the coast of Japan. They 
managed to attract the attention of some 
fishermen who were fishing from a boat, and 
with their assistance made the land. Their 
condition was dreadful in the extreme: lips 
black from lack of water and food, and suffer- 
ing from a raging and consuming thirst, with 
parched throats and dried up mouths; while 
their hands and arms were raw from the effects 
of the salt water. Frederick Bartlett, whose 
feet had been frost-bitlers on a previous oc- 
casion, was in even a worse state, so swollen 
were his netherlimbs. The good-natured fisher- 
men readily gave the slarving men rice and 
water from their own scanty stock, and then sent 
messengers inland for a doctor and the police. 
The place where they landed was Kisengori, 
Iwate Ken. Here medical and other assistance 
was afforded them, and at the end of a week they 
were sufficiently recovered to mount horses and 
ride for 60 miles to the nearest post-town. Then 
a ride of 35 miles in jinrikishas followed, and 
after that a day and a halfin the train. They 
are profoundly grateful for the kindness shown 
them by the Japanese people, both civilians and 
officials, and for their providential escape. They 
have brought three seal-skins and two guns with 
them to Yokohama, but their boat with its 
compasses and fittings are at Kisengori still. 
Bartlett it is feared must enter hospital here. 





PERSONAL, 
Si 


Mr. Schevitch, formerly Russian Representa- 
tive in Tokyo, has been appointed Russian 
Ambassador in Madrid. 

Mr. Polianovsky, student Interpreter of the 
Russian Legation in Tokyo, has been transferred 
to Sou), whether he proceeded on the gth instant 
in the Admiral Nachimof. 

Mr. Li Hayong, the new Korean Represen- 
tive at (he Japanese Court, arrived at Nagasaki 
on the roth instant, en route for Tokyo. Mr. 
Li was at one time attached to the Korean Mini- 
ster in Washington, and subsequently served as 
a local official in Korea. 


MR. CONSUL LONGFORD. 
—____—_@——__—- 

Mr. J. H. Longford left Tokyo on Sunday, 
en route for Formosa, whither he proceeds to 
take up his duties as British Consul. Mr. Long- 
ford travels overland to Kobe, there to embark 
in the P. & O. steamer Verona for Hongkong. 
From the latter place he will be carried to For- 
mosa by a British man-of-war, Their Excel- 
lencies Marquis Ito, Minister President of State, 
and Count Mutsu, Minister of State for Fo- 
reign Affairs, who visited Mr. Longford on 
the day preceding his departure from Tokyo, 
and conversed with him at length on affairs 
in Formosa, were desirous that he should 
be received in audience at the Palace before 
setting out, but the Emperor being a suf- 
ferer from influenza, and the Empress’s time 
being exceptionally occupied in consequence, 
this project could not be achieved. It must be 
pleasant for Mr. Longford to have received these 
signal marks of Japanese esteem and confidence 
on the eve of entering upon his new functions. 
He will doubtless be required to deal with many 
complicated questions in Formosa, but that he 
will handle them ably his official career has 
already furnished ample proof. Capable offi- 
cials welcome rather than shrink from oppor- 
tunities to distinguish themselves, and Mr. 
Longford has the further satisfaction of know- 
ing thatan extensive field now offers for the 
exercise of the investigating faculty that he has 
already so conspicuously displayed. 


SILVER AND GOLD. 
nearer amet 

It has always been asserted by monometallists 
that the dominant cause of the depreciation of 
silver in terms of gold was the excessive output 
of the white metal. If that argument have any 
practical value, fits truth should now be mani- 
fested in the opposite direction, for during the 
five-year period 1891-95, the production of gold 
increased by 40 per cent. as compared with the 
five-year period 1871-75; and taking singlé 
years, the production of gold in 1895 was 94 
per cent, greater than in 1881. Moreover, it 
appears from statistics that the comparatively 
stable rate of annual production claimed for 
gald by the monometallists, is not justified by 
the records of the past twenty years any more 
than by the records of the whole century. For 
whereas the maximum variation in the produc- 
tion of silver for any two years did-not exceed 
g6 per cent., the maximum variation in the 
production of gold was 94 per cent. 

PRODUCTION OF GOLD THROUGHOUT THB WORLD. 
Single Years. Five-year periods. 


IB7T e000 25,531,436 1871975 .c0006 119,051,026 
1876...... 22,541,805 1876-80...... 111,025,512 
1881...... 21,141,216 1881-85...... 104,358,885 
1886...... 21,427,445 1886 90...... 113,008,820 
1891...... 26,602,669 18Q1-95. +0005 166,988,415 
1895.. ... 41,004,876 

PRUDUCTION OF SILVER THROUGHOUT THR WORLD, 

Single Years. Five-year periods. 
ty} eee 13,210,788 1871975 .c00e 72,296,816 
1876,..... 13.964.959 1876-80...... 78,178,711 
ISSL vccace 17,502,459 1881-85...... 92,294,082 
1886...... 18,051,582 1886-90...... 103,863,441 
18Q1....6. 25,900,276 1891-95...... 116,754,011 
1895...40 20,601,302 





BIG FIRE AT ASAKUSA, 
— -—---—_—_ > —-____—— 

About 40 minutes past noon on Friday a 
destructive fire broke out in Asakusa Park, 
Tokyo. The fire began ina house of amuse- 
ment, and being fanned by a violent wind 
soon spread in all directions. Nearly the whole 
of the houses known as ‘“‘theatre-row” were 
destroyed, with the exception of the War 
panorama, and a few dwelling-houses. At the 
time of the outbreak every show was crowded 
by a large audience, and the sightseers were 
slightly panic-stricken when the ominous cry of 
“fire” was raised. Much difficully was ex- 
perienced in rescuing various animals on ex- 
hibition here, circus horses, @tce. Over 120 
buildings ‘Were destroyed, five or six others 


He speaks English. “Being badly damaged. 
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FAPANESE GARDENS IN AMERICA. 
—— 

Two big gardens are in process of construc- 
Lid MPA EMHCay one at Atlanta, New Jersey, 
and the other within the Park at Philadelphia. 
The first is an undertaking by two Japanese 
gentlemen, long resident in America, Messrs. 
Kushibiki Yumito and Nii Saburo. The latter 
once lived in Atlanta and constructed a purely 
Japanese landscape garden in the grounds of the 
house he leased there. This attracted consider- 
able attention, and he laid out several like it for 
two or three wealthy gentlemen of the town, 
which have since become widely celebrated in 
the neighbourhood. Mr. Nii conceived the 
idea that by taking advantage of the great re- 
spect that Japan now enjoys in America and 
elsewhere, he should strive to bring to the 
notice of the people of the United States a dond- 
fide representation of Japanese arts, manners, 
and customs. He found in Mr, Kushibiki an 
ardent supporter, and the two decided to carry 
the project into execution. Mr. Kusbibiki re- 
mained in America while the other returned to 
Japan to expedite matters as much as possible, 
Mr. Kushibiki succeeded in leasing in Atlanta a 
piece of ground 3% cho square for 30,000 yen 
for a period of 4 years. Gardeners, designers, 
and carpenters were then engaged in Japan, 
and, with the help of over 100 negroes, the 
wotk of laying out a purely Japanese Gar- 
den was started at the middle of last De- 
cember. The whole scheme was completed 
on the 14th ultimo, and, in order to carry 
out everything in genuine Japanese fashion, 
pounded rice (mocht) was given to visitors on 
the finishing day. The total expense connected 
with the enterprise amounts to 60,000 yen. The 
garden is to be opened on June 5th. The 
project of starting such a garden in the Park of 
Philadelphia, was taken up by the City Council, 
with the result that it was decided to construct 
it at an estimated cost of 400,000 yen. The 
Council made overtures to Mr. Kushibiki and 
he readily consented to undertake the work. 
He returned home last month, with a view 
to consult his coadjutor about the opening 
of the Atlanta Garden and the carrying out 
of the proposal made by the Philadelphia Coun- 
cil. The Central Tea Guild is so taken up 
with the project that it held a special meeting 
at which it was decided to extend all possible 
help to the projectors, and Mr. Nomura Shin, 
a wealthy merchant of Hakodate, and Mr. No- 
mura Teigo, a rich land owner in Nobechi, have 
come up to Tokyo to render what aid they can. 
Similar earnestness is manifested by many 
wealthy capitalists in Tokyo. 


The Hochi, from which we quote this article, 
gives a picture of the Atlanta Garden. The 
entrance gate is modelled after the Yomei-mon 
gate of Nikko, while within are erected replicas 
of the Yatsuhashi of Okazaki, Taikobashi of 
Kameido, Ginkaku Temple, the Tainai-kuguri 
(grotto on the side of Mount Fuji), and several 
other celebrated objects in Japan. Booths are 
dotted here and there where tea-sellers, cloisonné 
artists, keramists, Japanese haberdashers, etc., 
sell their goods. Of course due attention is to 
be paid to the famous Japanese Geisha-ya. Two 
buildings modelled after tea houses in the Tokyo 
Yoshiwara, have been built for the purpose. A 
lantern will be suspended before each geisha- 
house, upon which the names of celebrated dam- 
sels in Shinbashi are written. In fact the show 
will bea glorified replica of the Japanese village 
/hat drew all London to Knightsbridge some 
7 Years ago. It should prove a profitable concern. 





THE NEW HOME MINISTER. 
a ree 


Count Itagaki, leader of the Liberal Party, 
was summoned to the Palace on the 14th inst. 
at I p.m., and was appointed Minister of Home 
Affairs, Mr. Yoshikawa, Minister of Justice, 
being released from the additional appointment. 
H.I.M. the Emperor was unable, owing to indis- 
position, to personally attend the ceremony of 
appointing the Home Minister, and Marquis Ito 
conveyed the Imperial message to the Count. 
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EARL SPENCER AT THE IMPERIAL 


HOTEL. 
—_——_—__>_—_— 
JAPAN’S MILITARY, NAVAL, AND COMMBRCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 


On Saturday evening Ea:l Spencer, K.G., First 
Lord of the Admiralty in the last English Admi- 
nistration, and a former Viceroy of Ireland, was 
entertained at the Imperial Hotel, Tokyo, by the 
Oriental Society of Japan. The banquet was held 
in the handsome dining-hall of the hotel, covers 
being laid for 130. Masquis Hachisuka, Presi- 
dent of the House of Peers, wasin the chair, being 
supported on the right and left by Earl Spencer 
and Sir Ernest Satow, K.C.M.G., Her Britannic 
Majesty’s representative at the Court of Japan. 
Theie were also present:—Sie John Poynder, 
M.P., Mr. E. W. Beckett, M.P., Mr. Gerald Low. 
ther, Secretary of H.B.M. Legation, Vice-Admiral 
Viscount Ito, Chief of the Bureau of Naval 
Command; Viscount Totio, Mr. Hosokawa, and 
Viscount Kawase, Privy Councillors ; Count Soye- 
shima, Vice-President of the Oriental Society ; 
Major-General Baron Tachimi, Major-General 
Tecauchi, Reat-Admiral Togo, Viscount Wata- 
nabe, President of the Bureau for Inspection of 
Accounts ; Captains Ijuin and Kawahara, Prince 
Tokugawa, Marquis Kido, Messrs. Kataoka, 
Nishiyama, Minoura, Kawashima, Kashiwada, 
and Suzuki, Members of the House of Representa- 
tives: Messrs. Shibusawa Eiichi, Umeura Seiichi, 
Marquis Kuga, Governor of Tokyo; Marquis 
Matsudaira, Mr. Oishi Masami, Marquis Date, 
Li Chun Yok, Viscount Yamanouchi, Commander 
Shimamura, Captain Kimotsuki, Mr. Hayashi 
Tamio and Mr, Asada Masabumi, of the Nippon 
Vusen Kaisha; Mr. Akizuki, Councillor of the 
Educational Department ; Mr. Suzuki, Councillor 
of the Department of Agriculture and Commerce; 
Mr. Hayakawa, Private Secretary of the Minister 
of Finance ; Mr. Nakabashi, Secretary of the Com- 
munications Department, and other distinguished 
officials. 

At the close of dinner, the CHaIRMAN rose and 
said—I rise to drink to the health of her gracious 
Majesty Queen Victoria, Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland Empress 
of Iudia, and ask you to join me in the toast.— 
(Cheers.) 

Sir Ernest Satow proposed the health of the 
Emperor of Japan, speaking in the Japanese 
language, and the toast was warmly received. 

Count SoygsHiMa, Vice-President of the Orien- 
tal Society, next rose and said—The Rt. Hon. Eacl 
Spencer, Sir Ernest Satow, and gentlemen: It is 
with the greatest pleasure that we have the honour 
of your Lordship’s presence this evening. The 
Japan of to-day is not the Japan of yesterday. 
Social improvement, political reforms, the adop- 
tion of the most advanced ideas in science—these 
three elements of civilization form the tripod upon 
which stands the progressive Japan of to-day. 
But it has always been customary with Japan to 
hold to the principles of justice and humanity as 
the fundamental motives of action; and she has 
ever aimed to fulfil her mission in acca: dance with 
these principles. What more natural, what more 
easy than to assimilate these elements of civiliza- 
tion in the spirit of justice and humanity ? Japan 
hesitates not a momeut in pursuing this course. 
Looked at from this point of view, the Japan of 
to-day is, after all, the Japan of yesterday. If 
the.whole world adopted justice and humanity as 
the ruling principles and sought to utilize these 
elements of civilization, what nations, what saces 
would not be bound in the ties if fraternal amity ? 
It is with this spirit that Japan would endeavour 
to urge her near neighbours to adopt a course 
similar to her own, and was soendeavouring. If 
now, on the occasion of your lordship’s opportune 
visit to the East, you would favour us with the re- 
sult of your wide observation and experience, we 
should feel most grateful. I beg to propose the 
health of your lordship.—(Loud applause.) 

ReaR-ADMIRAL ViscounT I[To, who on tising 
was warmly greeted, said—It is a great pleasure 
to me, as well as to all of us, that we have the Rt. 
Hon. Earl Spencer’s presence amongst us this 
evening. He was, as you, gentlemen, doubtless 
remember, England’s First Lord of the Admiralty 
only a year ago, and I need therefore hardly crave 
your permissiow—for I know you will readily grant 
it==to express my hearty thanks to our distinguish- 
ed guest for the honour he has done the Oriental 
Society by accepting its invitation. Your lord- 
ship has travelled over 10,000 miles to make us a 
visit and we have nothing but words of thanks to 
return you for it. We fear the accommodation for 
travelling in his country may have given you much 
inconvenience. We hope, however, your impres- 
sions of ** things Japanese” will bear fruit in in- 
creasing the intimacy between the peoples of 
England and Japan. Notwithstanding the in- 


fant stage of our Navy, your careful examination 
of the harbours of Sasebo and Kure and other 
places soon after your arrival was specially grati- 
fying to us. Nor was it without reason, It was 
to England we first looked for instruction in naval 
affairs, It is due to the untiring efforts of those 
English naval professors that the Navy of Japan 
has atlained its present state, and that it ts still 
progressing. For these past favours I beg to 
express my sincere thanks on behalf of our 
Navy. In closing, let me say that I feel this 
beautiful season of the year peculiarly appro- 
priate to receive you in. The beauty of nature 
which surrounds us is a fit symbol of our welcome. 
May your stay with us be long and pleasant: 
with these few words I beg to join in diinking the 
health of your lordship.—(Loud cheers.) 


Marauis Kuaa, Prefect and Mayor of Tokyo, 
next rose and said—~At this beautiful season of 
the year, when the smiling face of wature seems 
to draw all mankind closer together, it is with the 
greatest pleasure that we welcome your lordship, 
our most distinguished guest, to these shores. I 
deein it a very great honour to be present at this 
brilliant assembly and to be permitted to take part 
in the expression of the feelings of mutual friend- 
ship. With these few words, I beg to drink to your 
continued health and prospesity.—(Cheers.) 


Mr. SHIBUSAWA E1scut was the next speaker. 
He said—Geutlemen: I gives me great pleasure 
as a member of this Society to be permitted to be 
present at this gathering held in honour of the 
Right Honourable Earl Spencer who has held such 
high office under Her Majesty the Queen of Eng- 
land. He has been at various times ier Lord Pre- 
sident of the Council, Viceroy of Ireland, and First 
Lord of the Admiralty, besides filling other high 
offices of State. Permit me to say a few words on 
this rare occasion. The statesman, the warrior, 
the educationalist, indeed men of every profession 
would be eager to hear the noble Earl’s opinion 
on the questions concerning the Eastern world. 
But asa representative of the commercial and 
industcial world, I am specially happy to have this 
opportunity of expressing my thanks; for in 
these branches of life, Japan has benefitted by 
the teachings of Europe and America, and that 
she has attained her present condition is largely 
due to the help she teceived from England. Now 
when our distinguished guest from that country 
observes the actual state of things here and tells 
us what he thinks about it, we experience a feeling 
not unlike that of a pupil before his master on the 
day of examination. At the risk of being tedious, 
let me first briefly refer to the condition of com- 
merce and industry before the Restoration. I con- 
fess that Iam not able to state my views with the 
authority of either a student of commercial history 
or of a learned author: you will therefore pardon 
my lack of grace or style. That the development 
of commerce and industry in this country was 
comparatively slow is mainly due to the fact 
that the cultivation of a military spirit was 
the predominant idea in Japan from the most 
ancient times. Especially under the feudal 
system of the Shogunate, the government, as well 
as the feudal princes collected taxes in the form of 
real commodities, undertook themselves the carry- 
ing business of the country, and left the merchants 
mere retail dealers. Moreover, foreign trade was 
strictly prohibited from the time of the Third 
Shogun, and the sphere of commerce was limited 
to this little island. In the industrial sphere, the 
scarcity of inventions and improvements made the 
life of persons in this line littl above a hand-to- 
mouth existence. Such being the case, society 
looked down upon commercial life, and the 
merchants themselves had a mean conception of 
their own calling. Education, moral and intel- 
lectual, was neglected, and men of ability never 
dreamed of pursuing a commercial life. Since 
the dawning of the Afezé era men’s eyes have been . 
opened to the necessity of developing commerce 
and industry, but the time-honoured prejudice 
has been hard to root out. The revolution of 
Meiji was carried out by men in power under the 
feudal system; hence men of parts all looked to 
official life as the means of gaining influence, and 
few indeed, and fac between, were those who felt 
anxious to develope our commerce and industry. 
But what is right and necessary in this world will 
never be put down, and gradually advocates of 
the cause of commerce and industry have increas- 
ed in number. The sphere has been widened; it 
has come to be regarded with more honour, and 
these professions, these lines of life, once so despis- 
ed, have come tobe recruited from the ranks of 
men of education. Special schools too, have been 
established for giving to aspiring young men com- 
mercial and industrial education. When I loot 
back on the rapidity of advancement in this re- 
spect, I am filled with astonistiment.-Let me refer 
to a fewexamples. The law for the establishment 
of national banks was promulgated in the filth 
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nations continue, and if Japan’s advancement is 
based on those principles which one of your 
eloquent speakers this evening assured us it did— 
justice and humanity—then I feel sure that a great 
future awaits her, and may the friendship of Eng- 
land and Japan long remain.—(Loud and continu- 
ed applause.) 


ViscounT WaranaBg, alter an interlude by the 
Band, said—Right Honourable Sir :—On behalf of 
the gentlemen present I beg to tender my sincere 
thanks to you, not only for having given us the 
honour of your presence this evening, but also for 
the very interesting and instructive observations 
we have just had the pleasure of listening to. The 
memory of this evening, ils pleasures as well as its 
insteuction, will long cemain in ouc hearts. We 
sincerely hope that you also will carry home the 
memory of the beauties of nature and the goodwill 
of the people of this Empire, as a souvenic to the 
people of Great Britain.—(Cheers.) 


The Band then played ‘God save the Queen” 
and the Kimigayo (the Japanese National Anthem), 
the assembly standing the while. 


Mr. W. E. Bacxettr, M.P., proposed the 
the health of the Chairman. He said he had 
been called upon at a moment’s notice to make 
a speech, and he found there were so many 
topics upon which to dilate, that it was diffi- 
cult to know what to say and what to leave un- 
said. However, in proposing the toast of the 
Chaitman be could not do much wrong. At ban- 
quets at home it was customary at the end of the 
toasts, to propose the health of the Chair, and one 
consequently fell into a familiar groove. But he 
could not help feeling that proposing such a toast 
in Japan and proposing it at home were two 
different things. What might be appropriate at 
home might be inappropilate in Japan, and 
he was therefore tempted to put the tpast to 
them: without comment of any kind. He should 
undoubtedly have done so did he not recognise 
that it might be considered discourteous for an 
English Member of Parliament who had travelled 
half way round the world to see their country, not 
to make some comment on what he bad seen. He 
felt sure that it was highly gratifying lo see the 
President of the House of Peers take the chair on 
this occasion, which might be taken as a banquet of 
amity between the peoples of the British Empire 
and Japan, The tendering of this banquet to 
Lord Spencer and the other Englishmen present 
was no doubt sought by theic hosts asa fitting op- 
portunity of testifying to the existence of this 
friendship, and be hoped that the sentiment of 
friendship to Great Britain might long cetain a 
place in the hearts of Japanese. Though on the 
opposite side of politics to the noble Eatl, he could 
assure them that Eat! Spencer was a Minister 
of whom England was very proud. Last year 
he inaugurated a naval programme the benefit 
of which England would feel for many years 
to come. He might say in passing that Lord 
Spencer was glad to have had occasion to testify 
in Japan to the feelings of friendship entertained 
for hec by the great country to which he belonged. 
He knew that it was the ambition of Japan to be 
in the East what England was in the West, or 
rather al the other side of the world. He hoped 
that they would not think him unduly proud of 
his country if he expressed the hope that it 
would not be long before Japan was in the 
East what England was in the West. Japan was 
going the right way about it if this was her ambi- 
lion. She was determined to succeed, and in all 
probability she would succeed. He had been told 
that her people were prepared to make any sacti- 
fice in order to attain her desires; and of course 
sacrifices would have to be made if she wished to 
maintain her present position: this no Japanese 
would deny. ‘The outcome of the war had been a 
great increase in her prestige, and she was deter- 
mined, he understood, to live up to the reputation 
she had made. Depend upon it, whatever sacrifices 
she made now, she would find one day repaid: it 
might not be to-day or to-morrow, but undoubtedly 
she would reap her reward. ‘The success of ler 
atms would lead to a spread of her arts and an 
increase of her commerce. He had wandered 
somewhat from his topic, but he trusted they 
would pardon him. He proposed the toast of 
their Chains etCheed) 


Marquis HacuisuKa bowed his thanks, and 
an adjournment was made to the drawing-room, 
where Earl Spencer held a reception for some little 
time, the last of the guests departing about 
11 o'clock. 


year of Meifi (1872). To-day there are 950 banks 
with the aggregate capital of 133,000,000 yen. The 
amount of our exports in 1895 was over 265,000,000 
yen, being four times greater than what it wasten 
yeaisago. The aggregate tonnage of the mer- 
cantile marine after the sudden increase last year 
was over 360,000 tons. The railways show the 
total mileage of over 2,250 miles, being six times of 
what it was ten years ago. Incotton spinning, au 
industry started 16 years ago, there were tp lo last 
year 980,000 spindles : being 15 times greater than 
it was ten years ago. I have mentioned these 
figures simply as an example of what a small na- 
tion in the East has achieved in the stort space of 
ten years or so. Far from feeling any pride in 
these achievements, we are not by any means 
satisfied with these small results. As our geo- 
graphical position is similiar to that of England, 
we feel that a wide field awaits us in the lines of 
commercial activity. Our aim should be first to 
develope the carrying trade of the country, and to 
promote industrial enterprises. We should not 
aim to enrich ourselves at the expense of others. 
We do not want to make a great beginning and 
a small ending. Our plan should be to ad. 
vance slowly but surely. I have one more 
thing to say. It ts the common experience of 
mankind that when pupils are under the instruc- 
lion of their teachers feelings of veneration and 
affection subsist between them, but when the 
pupils go out into the world and set up for them- 
selves, often in the same lines as their preceptors, 
their relations not unfrequently become cold 
even hostile. This is a most unfortunate pheno- 
menon. The relations between England and 
Japan may offer instances similar to this, but 
I earnestly hope that with the generosity and libe 
- ral ideas of the English people, good understand- 
ing and goodwill will cule througtout ail our com. 
mercial transactions to the mutual benefit of 
England and Japan.—(Loud applause.) 


Eare Spencer, upon rising to respond, was re- 
ceived with loud applause. He said—My lord 
Marquis, my lords, and gentlemen—I[t is with 
very great pleasure that I rise to thank you for 
the manner in which you have received the toast of 
my health, and to thank you for the kind welcome 
to Japan that you have accorded me aud the Eng- 
lish gentlemen who are present with me thisevening. 
I feel altogether unworthy to receive this honour 
from such a representative and patriotic assembly 
as is gathered here to-night. There are others 
who represent constituencies in England present 
here this evening, but I suppose it is as the eldest of 
the visitors now with you that you wish to do me the 
honour of regarding me as their representative as 
well as a subject of Her Majesty the Queen. 
I have had the honour of serving Her Majesty, and 
have held high office under her, and therefore it 

ives me additional pleasure to return in the name 
of all the Englishmen present here this evening 
our thanks for the cordial and splendid reception 
you have given us, and for the welcome we all 
received on arriving in Japan, One of the speakers 
this evening has asked me to favour you with 
some remarks upon your country and what I 
have seen since 1 came here. I certainly 
cannot, I assure you, take the position which 
one eloquent speaker this evening wished me 
to assume,—that of teacher: in many respects I 
feel that I am the pupil, and that you and your 
progressive countrymen are the teachers. But I 
certainly will attempt to lay before you some 
of the ideas I have farmed regarding your 
country since I came here. I[tis new, I know, 
for so many Europeans and Americans to visit 
you. [tis new for us as for you. The strides you 
have made in modern civilization, the position 
which you intend to attain in the world attract 
us: But soon, by reason of the demands of com- 
mercial enterprise, fast and new steamers will 
lessen the distance that now separates our Coun. 
tries from yours. Soon that gap in the electric 
chain that now almost girdles the crust of this 
earth will be filled up by the laying of a cable 
under the Pacific Ocean, and then you will be 
brought, if not face to face, at least thought to 
thought with the men on the other side, These 
things will bring to your shores men more and 
more, great in number, and all eager to make ac- 
quaintance with the new Power arising in the East. 
If youcontinueto extend the great kindness you now 
show your foreign visitors you will in the future be 
almost overwhelmed by their numbers; gnd you 
will be crowded out of many of those lovely spots 
which you admire so greatly in Japan in conse- 
quence of the immense influx of foreigners 
here. You have asked me for some of the 
impressions I have formed on what I have 
seen here. I am more than surprised with the 
marvellous beauties of nature I have seen, beau- 
ties so rare elsewhere, so plentiful in Japan, 
beauties wot to be encountered, perhaps, else- 
where on this eacth, How can I describe the beau- 


ties of the Inland Sea of Japan, where, in a series 
of sea-water lakes the largest ships can sail with 
perfect safety: studded with fir-clad islands and 
gemined with lovely bays, and whereon ten thou- 
sand sails of fishing boats are to be seen gleaming 
in the sun. [wonder at your temples crowded with 
specimens of your ancientart, and almost always 
set in groves and parks of trees of a beauty the 
like of which is not to be seen in our country. I 
admire your art of inlaid work, of carving, of em- 
broidery, with the marvellous designs in metal 
which you execute: I am lost in admiration of the 
marvels of that ancient art that prevailed ata time 
when we knew nothing of art in our country, and of 
the modern art that rivals the ancient art of which 
you are so proud. Whatcan I say of your agti- 
cultural industry, of that skill which utilises this 
rich land of yours so that not a crevice, nola ledge 
where cultivation can be pursued is left sterile? 
If statistics were at hand I doubt not that we 
should find that your agriculturists produce per 
acre more than many countries in the wold. All 
this I have seen and admired, and now I will turn 
for a moment to other matters. We in England 
have watched with interest the great advances 
which you have made in civilization, the marvel- 
lous strides you have made in the administration of 
justice, in the establishment by your Government 
of representative institutions, which, if not exactly 
similar to our own, yet give us cause for satis- 
faction in demonstrating what a constitution, a 
government, may be. A year ago I tad the 
honour of replying to the toast of Her Ma- 
jesty’s Navy at a great banquet given in 
Loudon, and I spoke of the necessity of main- 
taining au efficient army and a strong navy. 

well remember saying, and I think that my re- 
marks met with the strong approval of the repre- 
sentative assembly I was addressing, that we had 
just had an example presented to us of another 
island, situated in the Far East, that had effec: 
tively proved the importance and necessity of 
sea power in preserving its commerce free from 
any attack. I referred to Japan. All your 
marvellous movements duting the late cam- 
paign we followed closely, keenly observing 
the conduct of your soldiers who fought so 
bravely, and matrvelling at your organisation 
that wits so perfect in all its parts; indeed, many 
an Englishman envied that perfect organization 
and said that it rivalled what we could have done 
ourselves. Our interest was intense in all that 
tegaided your Navy. I count it # fortunate cit- 
cumstance that we have among us this evening 
that distinguished Admiral, Vice-Admisal Ito, who 
rendered such metitorious service at the battle 
of the Yellow Sea. We admired in England 
what your Navy did; the bravery of your sailors, 
the skill of your officers, the manner of your man- 
ceuvres. Since I have been here [ have received 
most kind attention from the Admiralty of your 
Emperor, and, from the Admirals of the ports, im- 
mense kindness when personally visi:ing your 
dockyards, and to them [return my best thanks, 
I think what Ihave seen on these visits is typical 
of what is going on in other branches of industry 
throughout this country. Ihave seen dockyards 
in other patts of the East in all stages of de- 
velopment, where the work was done by alive 
artizans, who have been invariably supervised by 
European foremen. Here it is exactly the con- 
trary. Instead of small additions to a dockyard, 
the building of one ship or so, I find whole 
arsenals and dockyards rising, as it were, at once. 
Expensive and elaborate machinery for the mak- 
ing of guns in arsenals [ saw put together by 
Japanese. Japanese workmen in Japanese employ 
were doing all the work supervised by one skilled 
Japanese officer, perhaps, who had spent one 
year or so in factories abroad. Everywhere I 
saw instances of this skill, and it struck me 
forcibly that au island race that is not slow 
in creating its Navy will not be slow in deve- 
loping its commerce and other matters. I know 
that you appreciate the value and importance 
of sea-power; and I trust that you will continue 
in this mind, for I feel sure that for an island 
Power nothing can be better than to have a strong 
Navy. A strong Navy and an efficient army does 
not mean offence or aggression: they mean de. 
fence of eur interests if attacked. Develope your 
commerce and civilization along the lines that one 
of your speakers this evening has indicated, back- 
ed with the moral support afforded by your sailors 
and soldiers, and you will retain the regard and 
esteem of everybody. I wish again to thank 
thank you for your kindness to me during my 
stay in your country and to express the deep sym- 
pathy and interest which we, your guests this 
evening, feet in all around us, I drink to the 
success of the fullest development of justice, mo- 
rality, and art, combined with the support given 
by a strong navy and an efficient army; and long 
may the friendship that now exists between our 
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- ASIATIC SOCIETY OF FAPAN. 


> 

A general meeting of the Asiatic Society was 
held io the Parish Building, No. 54, Tsukiji, 
Wednesday, April 8th, at 4 p.m. The Vice- 
President, Rev. D. C. Greene, occupied the chair. 
Alter the preliminary business of the meeting was 
settled, Dr. Greene called upon Mr, E. W. Cle- 
ment to read his paper on “ 


Colinese Refugees ot 
the y7th Century in Mito,” of which we give the 
ollowing abs : 


It is a trite, but none the less true, saying, that 
‘history repeats itself.” The capture of Constan- 
linople by the Turks in the fifteenth century scat- 
tered the learned men of the East and their learn- 
ing over the West, and produced throughout 
Europe a Renaissance, whose vast influence has 
never yet been accurately measured, and which 
was undoubtedly one of the chief elements in 
modern civilization, It was Tartar hordes again, 
which, about 200 years later, overthrew the teign- 
ing native dynasty of China, and unwittingly pro- 
duced in the neighbouring land of Japan a Re- 
naissance, which led ultimately to the Revolution 
of 1868, and was evidently one of the chief ele. 
ments in the civilization of New Japan, For, as 
the Greek scholars, fleeing from Constantinople, 
took refuge in vatious other countries of Europe, 
likewise many patriotic Chinese scholars fled from 
their native land and took refuge in Japan, 
Again, as the fugitive Greek scholars stirred up 
throughout Western Europe a revival of learning, 
in like manner the fugitive Chinese scholars 
aroused in Japan a deeper interest in native 
and foreign learning. Since, moreover, Mitsu- 
kuni (Gik6), a grandson of Tyeyasu, and the 
second Tokugawa Prince of Mito, was a great 
patron of literature, he invited two of these fugi- 
tives to Mito. One was named Shu Shunsui, the 
other was called Shinyetsu; these two are now to 
be the subjects of biographical sketches, which, on 
account of the lack of materials must be brief. 

* fe * * 


Shu Shiyu, more popularly known as Shu Shun- 
sui, was born in Sekko (Che-kiang) province in 
the 28th year of Manreki (of the Chinese year- 
periods), or in 1600 of the Christian era, Both his 
grandfather and his father were honoured officials 
of the Ming dynasty. In his youth he studied 
earnestly, and ‘completely digested” the prin- 
ciples of all Chinese philosophy. When he was 
still young, he had the honour of becoming an 
“honorary student’? of hiscounty. He cherished 
good political ideas, go that it was expected that 
he would become a high officer of the government. 
But, as the power of the central government ha 
already begun to decline, the whole empire wa 
involved in abuses and injustice. Shu Shunsui 
consequently gave up his intention of entering the 
Government service, and used to say to his family 
that, if he should be honoured by being made the 
governor of a province and should become very 
popular, he would certainly be destroyed by envy. 
As Cesar chose rather to be chief in a small vil- 
lage than to be second in Rome, so Shu Shunsui 
was coutent to be the leader of his village and the 
central figure of a small circle of friends : because, 
as he said, ‘‘a rose smells more sweetly on a 
small bush than in a fine garden.’ Nota few 
times he received invitations to accept office from 
the local authorities and from the central Gover 
ment; but he invariably declined. 


Finally, Shu Shunsui, accused as “a disobedient: 
flee by night to the sea-shore.} 
Here he embarked in a ship and came to Japan, : 


fellow,” had to 


whence he sailed for Annam. But after a short 
time he returned to Shusan (Chusan) Island, 
where there was an army under the command of 
an officer named Koketsu. This man, in spite 
of Shu Shunsui’s repeated refusals, compelled the 
latter to fill several important offices. In the 5th 
year of the (Chinese) period Eiriaku [1651] the 
generals and captains in Chusan became su- 
spicious of each other; and an immense army of 
Manchurians, having already brought half of the 
Empire under its sway, was rapidly sweeping 
down from the north. 


Thus once more was Shu Shunsui obliged to leave: 


his native land, and tried to go again to Annam; 
but, being prevented by a storm, he landed at 
Nagasaki. Though he had disliked to serve in 
the Government, he could never give up the idea 
of restoring the declining power of the Ming 
dynasty. His most intimate friend, with whom 
he consulted concerning the plan of the restora- 
tion, wasa brave and loyal general, named Oku, 
who, with a small army, gained many splendid 
jvictories over “the Northern barbarians.” Shu 
‘Shunsui had come to Japan with the purpose of 
obtaining aid from the Japanese government, 

ut unfortunately he failed to oblain any assist- 

nce. After a little while, the brave general Oku 

ied acaptive. The news of this sad event reached 
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Shu Shunsui very late, and was received by him 
with bitter regret. He did not know the date of 
his friend’s death; but he appointed the fifteenth 
f the eighth month (0.c.) as a memorial day. 
‘From that time till he closed his melancholy life 
in this remote island, he had no moon-festival 
‘(¢ésukims).”’ That same night of every year, while 
others were singing gaily, and ‘drinking in the 
silvery flood of the autumn moon,” he closed his 
gate, declined to receive guests, and engaged in 
silent contemplation. 


“As the Japanese Government was not generous 
enough to shelter even such a poor fugitive,’’ he 
was obliged, “though he had lost his way home,” 
to venture to sail back to Chusan. Here, as 
Prince Ro6 had made a temporary palace on that 
island, he fortunately found himself still under the 
Ming dyvasty. ‘The officials of “this miserable 
government’’ requested his services: but he de- 
clined as before. One day, when he was on board 
aship about to sail, he was captured by soldiers 
of the Shing [T»’ing] dynasty, who, with drawn 
swords, threatened to kill him, if he did not swear 
allegiance. His life was in great danger, and was 
saved only by his calm attitude, which the Man- 
churian warriors admired. 

The wext year he went to Annam by way 
of Japan, for navigation from China directly to 
the former country was impossible. Inthe gth 
year of the (Chinese) period Eiraku [1655] Prince 
Rood sent to him a special letter of invitation, 
which ‘contained words so touching that Shu 
Shunsui wept on reading it,” and at once deter- 
mined to sail back and seive under the Prince, 


But a few days before the date he had chosen 
foc his departure, a new calamity occurred. The 
King of Annam, wishing to keep and employ Chi- 
nese scholars in his country, seized Shu Shunsui, 
with the purpose of compelling him to write letters 
and poems, Thelatter objected, on the ground that 
“his heart was distutbed by anxiety for his country 
and his family.” Notwithstanding this reasonable 
apology, he was brought into the presence of the 
King, but refused to bow to the monarch. The 
latter, very angry, ordered him to be killed; but 
again Shu Shunsui, by his wonted calmness, gain- 
ed the victory. The courtiers and the King dis- 
covered that he was not a common man ; and, 
beginning to admire him, spared his life, but still 
declined to release him. Shu Shunsui, however, 
wiotealetter, which plainly set forth bis misfortunes 
and his plans, and finally gained for himself per- 
mission to leave Annam., 


But, as before, direct communication with China 
was interrupted ; so that he had to come to Naga- 
saki, and thence sailed to the island (Chusan), 

Upon his asrival, he discovered, to his bitter dis- 
appointment, that, during his absence, the island 
had been captured by the enemy; that his inti. 
mate friends, such as Shu Eiya and Go Shéran, 
were dead, and that there was no more hope of 
restoration, ‘‘He considered it beneath the 
dignity of a patriot and a loyalist to follow all the 
fashions and customs of the semi-civilized em- 
peror” of the new dynasty. Therefore, in the 
next year [1656], he came again to Japan, ‘ where 
he intended to preserve and enjoy the old customs 
and manners of the conquered dynasty.” 


‘ere was at that time in the Yanagawa han a 
samurai nawned And6é Shuyaku, who, having met 
Shu Shunsui several times, had become a great 
admirer of the latter’s character. And6, with 
some friends, petitioned the governor of Nagasaki 
to allow this learned Chinaman to stay there, and 
gained the desired permission. The savant, 
having been a cover for so long a time, had lost a 
large amount of money, and had no way left for 
supporting himself. But the generous Ando pro- 
mised to share with him half his own meagre 
salary of only 80 kokw? Shu Shunsui felt under 
igreat obligation to his benefactor, always treat- 
sed the latter very kindly, and, when Ando, in his 
leisure came to Nagasaki, gave him good instruc- 
tion in Chinese, etc. Ando, on the other hand, felt 
so much anxiety for his teacher, that, “ whenever 
there was a high wind or a heavy rain, he sent 
to ask after Shu Shunsui’s welfare.” 


1665 Mitsukuni (GikG), the famous Prince of 
Mito, sent a messenger to invite Shu Shunsui to 
come to the East (Kwant6). The latter, who had 
already heard of the fame of this prince, willingly 
accepted the invitation. ‘He served asa friend, 
an adviser, a secretary, a father; he worked 
kindly, loyally, earnestly. Sometimes he discussed 
Listory, sometimes philosophy, with the prince: 
one day poetry and another day politics.” He 
-wrote an inscription on the large bell, ‘ which, still 
striking every hour, reminds us [the people of 
Mito] of him and his master ;” also the history of 
Kochintei, a country-seat of the prince. The 
latter, on his part, respected the learned man ; 
treated him with kindness and generosity, and 
built for him a very cosy residence in Komagome 


gle 


in Yedo. On Shu Shunsui’s seventieth birthday 
the prince gave him a generous entertainment; 
and, although Shu Shunsui wished to leave for 
Nagasaki, refused to permit him to go away. 

Shu Shunsui also nade several models of Con- 
fucian temples and the schools which are attached 
to the temples, and of the utensils used in the wore 
ship of the Chinese sage and philosopher. These 
models are well-inade, accurate, elegant, and truly 
wonderful, and are still kept in the Shokékwan 
(Library) in Mito. It is said, that His Majesty, 
the Emperor, during his visit to Mito (October 
26-29, 1890), saw these models and expressed 
great admiration for them. 

A few years before Shu Shunsui’s death, the 
prince persuaded him to make inquiries about his 
family. When the letter reached them, they 
thought, on the first reading, that it was nothing 
buta dream. After several readings, they finally 
realized, that the person long forgotten and 
mourned as dead was still on the earth,—in the 
neighbouring country. ‘' Rapture moistened with 
tears were the only consequences.” Then, to 
examine the matter as carefully as possible, they 
sent to Japa aman named Y6k6. But, although 
he came as far as Nagasaki, he was, on his way 
home captured by an officer of his native country 
and made to serve asa soldier for several years, 


Shu Shunsui’s first son, Taisei, had ended his 
life as a retired teacher ; the second son had died 
without child ; but there remained a son of Taisei. 
He was named Ikujin, and two years after YOk6 
had made his vain tip, this grandson came to 
Nagasaki, but, being prohibited by the law, could 
not go to Yedo. Shun Shunsui, moreover, was so 
old, that he could not goto Nagasaki. ‘ Whata 
grievous thing! The affectionate grandson and 
the lonely grandfather, though they were in the 
same land, could not embrace each other! There 
was 10 chance of their meeting on this side of the 
grave; but it is certain that their dreams every 
night floated out of their beds and wandered be- 
tween the western port and the capital.’* 

Prince Mitsukuni was very much moved by this 
incomparable misfortune, and tried to have the 
grandson come to Yedo to live with his grandfather, 
But [kujin, on the ground that he ought to return 
at once and report the facts to his mother, brother, 
and other relations, declined. Shu Shunsui sent 
letters to him, and asked many questions abont the 
political changes, and about his old friends, He 
also advised his grandson to engage in any profes- 
sion, except that of an officer of the Shing [Ts’ing] 
dynasty. Ikujin then, with letters from Shu Shun- 
sui and costly presents from the Prince of Mito, 
sailed for his native country. There a war soon 
broke out, so that he could not come again, as he 
wished, to Japan. 

On Shu Shunsui’s eightieth birthday the Prince | 
with his son went to the teacher’s house and con- | 
gratulated him. The learned refugee died in his ; 
eighty-thicd year in the fourth month of the second 
yeac of Tenwa [1682], and was honoured with a 
burial in Zuirya, the family cemetery of the Mito 
princes. He had, a few years before, in accordance 
with the custom of his native land, made his own 
coffin and shroud. The inscription on the face of; ’ 
his tomb reads as follows :— The tomb of Shu,'' 
an invited gentleman of the Ming [dynasty].” °° 

Shu Shunsui was “kind and honest; had no 
mean passions; in his daily conduct he was 
very regular. His humility is proved by the fact 
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that he never showed to others the letter of ine 


vitation from Prince Rod; it was found, after his 
death, in a tight box which was kept in the bot- 
tom of his trunk, He liked guests, loved his 
friends, and guided his pupils very kindly. His 
memory was exceedingly strong; he had a 
rich imagination, and also a good power of gene- ‘ 
alization.” His learning was profound and ac- 
curate. He was at once mechanic, engineer, 
statesman, poet, and savant. 


During his service under the Prince of Mito, he 
was so economical that by the time of his death 
he had accumulated about 3,000 gold ryo, This 
money, it is said, he intended for the expense of 
anew uprising against the invaders of his native 
land; but he finally left it to the Prince of Mito. 
After he came to Yedo, he several times sent ele- 
gant presents to his old student and benefactor, 
And6, to repay the latter for his kindness. But 
Ando would not accept them, and was content 
that his old master was receiving an incompatr- 
able favour from the wisest prince of the age. 

a * * * 


The other Chinese refugee who found a welcome 
in the Mito kan must be called, as his true name 
is unknown, by his priestly name, Shinyetsu. * * 
In 1677, by the advice of a Japanese merchant in 
China, he came to Nagasaki. * * ® The next 
year, the Prince of Mito sent to him a letter of 
invitation, which Shinyetsu answered favourably. 
*. * In 1683 he entered Mito for the first 
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scholars that these refugees from China did make 
a material contribution to the imperialist: move- 
ment with which the House of Mito has been 
identified. ‘hey were clearly men of great 
weight of character. This is evinced by the 
impression which they made upon the Japanese 
associated with them and the cheerful recognition 
of the value of their services. It was no small 
token of respect, for example, that one of them 
should have been asked to write the famous epi- 
pli of Kusunoki Masashige to be seen on the 
onument near the Minatogawa in Hiogo. The 
ssayist hag called attention to other services, not 
lecessarily impottant in themselves, but note- 
worthy because they help us to understand the 
position which these exiles had won in the land 
of their adoption. Tt certainly was a most honour- 
able position. Still current opinion regarding 
the part they played in preparing for the Re- 
storation of 1868, as well as with regard to the im- 
perialist movement itself, is based_upon_a_yiew of 
that movement which later and more. impartial 
students will hardly be able lo accept. That the 
wok 6f the House of Mito was of great import- 
ance cannot be doubted, but it is by no means 
certain that it would have been successful had not 
the opening of the country to foreign intercourse 
served to develop a new type of patriotism and 
a keener seuse of the necessity of national unity. 

may further be questtered whether the men 
who stood forth, in the struggles immediately pre- 
ceding the Restoration, as the leaders of popular 
opinion were at heart friendly ta the movement 
which they pialessed to represent; whether the goal 
they set before themselves was ceally the Restota- 
tion of the Imperial House. A Japanese scholar, 
§ profound student of the Pure Shinto, many years 
go compated the southern princes to a man, vain 
f his horsemanship, who finding himself mount- 
dupon an unruly steed after fruitless efforts to 
sseit his lordship, finally yields to the inevitable 
nd pretends that he is really guiding lis bolting 
ichatge along his chosen path. In other words, 
they squght to use the work and the influence of 
the apostles of the Pure Shinto to serve their own 
ambitious schemes. They found, however, not, I 
am persuaded, that these apostles were too strong 
for them, but that the exigencies of foreign inter. 
course had set im motion a new system of in- 
fluences making for unity whit@tre-prince nor 
coalition of princes could dominate. But for foreign 
nlegcourse, the outcome of the struggle would 
robably have been a new Shogunate. However, 
discount as we may the popular estimate of the 
worls of the Princes of Mito, we can but appreciate 
the efforts which Prof. Clement has made to gather 
up the meagre stock of information now acces- 
sible regarding certain of their noted coadjutors. 
Tam sure I represent the feelings of all present 
when I extend to him the thanks of the Society for 
his valuable paper. 


time and visited the tomb of his countryman, Shu 
Shunsui, * * © In the—year of Gemoku [1688. 
1703], Mitsukuni erected in Mito a temple called 
Gionji which he purposed to make the head 
temple of the Sotd branch of the Zen sect of Bud- 
dhism. * * * In 1694 Shinyetsu showed signs 
of illness, and the next year passed away at the 
age of 57. Helies buried within the precincts of 
the Gion temple, under a plain tomb, bearing the 
inscription :—‘' The tomb of the great priest, Shu 
[posthumously called] Jushd, openec of the moun- 
tain [temple].” 
* = * * * @ 

The influence exerted by the learned Chinese 
refugees, especially by Shu Shunsui, was consider- 
able. Besides their direct and indirect literary 
work, we must not lose sight of the deeper interest 
which was naturally aroused in the study of Chi- 
nese literature and philosophy by their presence. 
The teachings of Confucianism and the personal in- 
fluence of the men stimulated the feeling of loyalty 
to Prince and to Emperor. It is, of course, a 
difficult matter to trace clearly the extent of such 
influence, but it is generally admitted by those 
who have studied the matter, that the presence of 
Chinese literati in Japan did give a greater ime 
pulse to learning. 

* * 

Now, the very fact of the association of Shu 
Shunsui with Mitsukuni, Prince of Mito, illustrates 
the two or three lines along which the Japanes 
were gradually led to renewed political or admini 
stralive unity, that is, to Imperialism. One lin 
was Confucianism, which tanght loyalty; anothe 
line was historical research, which exhibited th 
Shégun as a usurper; and a third was the reviva 
of Pure Shint6, which necessarily and spontane- 
Sously accompanied or followed the second. 

[At this point, in cotroboration of that thought, 
guotations were made from the writings of Prof 
B. H. Chamberlain, Rev. Dr. W. E. Griffis, Mr. 
Haya, and Naviaki (Rekko), Prince of Mito. Of 
these, Prof. Chamberlain emphasized the influ. 
ence of histqrical research; while the others direct- 
ed attention to the union of Chinese philosophy 
with Shint6 teaching and historical study in pro- 
ducing a new state of affairs. Mr. Haga says: 
‘For some time before the restoration these 
[Mito] scholars exercised great influence on the 
minds of the Samuyval, and indirectly did much to 
bring about the revolution.”] 

It would seem, therefore, as if Shint6 and Con- 
fucianism, although in many respects antagonistic 
(simply from the fact that one was Japanese while 
the other was Chinese), were made, like Herod 
and Pilate on one occasion, friends in a common 
cause, The Japanese during the Tokugawa era 
seem to have been led along three roads to Im- 
perialism, There was the sieaight highway of 
historical research; on the right side, generally 
\ parallel with the main road, and often running 
into it, was the path of Shinto; on the opposite 
side, making frequently a wide detour to the left, 
was the road of Confucianism: but all these soads 


led. to Busto. 
n corroboration of this view, Mr. Nitobe says: 


—‘The revival of Chinese classics, consequent 
upon the migration of the Chinese savants in- the 
17th and 18th centuries, reminded anew the 
scholars of Japan that they owed allegiance solely 
and singly to the Tenno (Emperor). ‘The simul- 
taneous revival of Pure Shintoism, which incul- 
cated the divine right and descent of the Emperor, 

Iso conveyed the same polsticul evangel.” It 
seems, therefore, as if, with the aid of Chinese 
savants, Mitsukuni, “the Japanese Mzecenas,’”’ a 
scholar himself and the patron of scholars, set on 
foot a renaissance in literature, learning, and poli- 
tics, and has most appropriately been styled by 
Sir Ernest M. Satow ‘the real author of the move- 
ment which culminated in the Revolution of 1868.” 

At the close of the reading the CuatrMan called 
upon the members for expressions of opinion on 
the various points ol the paper. 

Mr. Lioyp stated that the name of Ingen was 
mentioned in the paper, as one of the Chinese re- 
fugees. He explained that Ingen had established 
a sub-sect of the Zen, called the Obalku sect. He 
went to Kyoto, where he founded a temple in 
which the contemplative tenets of the Zen were up- 
held, with, however, certain differences. The 
priests of this suts-sect still wore ceitain Chinese 
articles of apparel and retained certain Chinese 
customs. 

Sir Ernest Satow stated that this temple was 
situated between Fushimi and Uji. It was a fine 
temple and in good condition when he last saw it. 
The priests wore the Chinese hat and shoes, but 
such as were worn in the Court. 

Dr. D. C. Greene, on rising, said — The 
subject which Professor Clement has treated in 
his very interesting paper certainly deserved a 
place in the transactions of this Society. The 
Opinion is widely prevalent among Japanese 
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There are places whose names are remembered 
in history as synonymous with extremes of human 
cruelty and suffering. No one, for example, can 
read the records of the dungeons of the Spanish 
Inquisition, of the Venice Ducal Palace, the Tower 
of London, Nurnberg Castle, or the Bastille of 
Paris, and their like, without a sense of repulsion 
and, indeed, of horror, Man’s inhumanity to 
man, and man’s power to endure, found culmi- 
nation in those places of terrible memory. There 
are gradations, of course, in the degrees of torture 
and pain. The Tower of London, for example, 
stands ata far remove from the Black Hole of Cal- 
cutta. Vel, ccuelly is cruelty; and whether the tragic 
results follow in only one hour, or through a lapse 
of months and years, the deeds of cruelty are 
grouped together in man’s memory in one 
isolated catalogue. In this catalogue we have 
been obliged to enroll in recent years the names of 
the American Andersonville and Libby Prisons, the 
chief among the places in which the soldiers of the 
armies of the Union, taken in battle during the 
great civil war of thitty years ago, were confined. 

To-night, in answer to your invitation, Tam to 
tell you somewhat of Libby Prison sa far as per- 
sonal knowledge of it extends. I am not here to 
Rivea history of the prison throughout the four and 
more years of its existence. Nor am 1 to pass 
judgment upon those under whose charge, willing- 
ly or through the force of circumstances, Libby 
Prison became a place of forbidding reminis- 
cence, Nor yet have I a tale of horrors to tell of it. 
Personally there is but little for me to recall 
that might not have occurred under possibly 
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well intentioned but embarrased superintendency. 
My expetience as a prisoner of war was pate 
sed through before the Confederate States had 
suffered severely from the great conflict, and 
before the wotse passions of the men who 
had command of Andersonville and the Rich- 
mond prisons were aroused by the widespread 
disaster and poverty that at length fell upon the 
States in rebellion. I was confined in Libby Pri- 
son in the spring of 1863. The real inhumanities 
of the place were not developed until a year later, 
when, with Andersonville it became guilty of the 
deaths, and of the life-long disease of thousands 
of the soldiers of the Union. Of Andersonville, for 
instance, itis true that during the year 1864, forty- 
five thousand prisoners of war were teceived 
there, and that of these, thirteen thousand died of 
starvation and want of care, and the great majos- 
ity of those who remained alive were returned to 
theie homes, actually hardly more than living 
skeletons; practically all incurable invalids. It is 
not to be wondered at, therefore, that Henry Wirz, 
Superintendent of the Andersonville torture-pen 
was executed by the Federal Government for his 
cruelty. Also during the same yeac Libby Prison 
under charge of the nototious “ Dick ” Turner 
followed close upon Andersonville in imposed suf- 
fering and consequent mortality. But, as I have 
said, in the year 1863, little that has classed this 
wate-prison with the world’s great scenes of 
cruelty and pain had come to pass. I cau tell of 
kindlier things. So then to my story. 


When I last stood here I closed what I said to 
to you, with these words about the company of 
captured soldiers in which I was matched down 
the streets of Richmond, Virginia, on the 8th day 
of May, 1863:—'' We were halted in front of a 
large three-storied brick building. Looking up 
we sawa great white sign extended across the 
side-walk, from the west wall to acolumn. On it 
were painted these memorable words, * Libby 
and Son, ‘Ship-chandlers and Grocers,’ By ‘file 
right,’ we then passed by that, and entered a 
broad, low-ceiled hall-way. We halted. Our 
journey was ended, We had come from ‘Chan- 
cellorsville to Libby Prison.’” 


As it happened I was well for ward in the column 
and was soon brought face to face with the prison 
officials. ‘“ Here you, strip!’ was the first word of 
gieeting I received. It came from a tall, sallow- 
faced, but rather good-looking young fellow, uni- 
formed in well fitting gray as an officer of a tank 
I did not then know. {Here you, strip! Phat’s 
a good sword belt you havey lieutenant. Sergeaut, 
take off that belt.” These words I heard in quick 
succession, and before I quite knew what was. 
being done my sward-belt was unbuckled and laid 
aside; my ragged coat was opened and its inner 
pockets searched. As you may remember from 
my former story, we were a miserable crowd, 
neatly eighty in number, and had been for six 
days practically foodless. I cared little conse- 
quently for what was being done to me, except, 
indeed, for the loss of my prized and handsome 
belt, a present from some home-friends. [| 
had dearly wished to keep that as a memento of 
my army service. I had refused a goodly sum of 
money for it at the front the day after [had been 
taken prisoner, The major who had offered to pur- 
chase it had said, “ Better let me haveit. Those 
home-guaid skunks in Richmond will rob you of 
it, sure.” The sword, I had given up on the battle 
field. That was afortuneofwar. But the sword- 
belt which should have remained my own, waked 
the greed of that young officer. As it turned out, 
he appropriated it for himself. Thoughout my stay 
in the prison T was compelled to see him daily at 
roll-call girdled with my precious property. A 
small grievance, perhaps one may say, yet to me it 
wasan outrage. However, in groups of half dozen 
we were rapidly searched, and in the search were 
deprived of all sums of money beyond the small cut- 
rency we happened to have. Indeed we were receiv- 
ed into that war-prison very much as though we 
were common criminals. The search over, a re- 
gistration was made of our names, positions and so 
on, and we were taken to our place of confine- 
meut. Twas among the first who were freed fram 
the personal indignities of the search and sent to 
quarters. I yet remember well the weary climb- 
ing of two flights of steps and my being put into 
the great room which covered the eastern third of 
the third floor, and my going hastily to an empty 
bunk standing against the east wall and throwing 
myself down upon the hard boards, in utter exhaus- 
tion and with sickness at heart. There was some 
feeling of relief, of course, from the fearful strain 
of the march and of the rail journey from Chancel- 
lorsville, but the miserable fatigue and discourage- 
ment of that first hour in the Richmond prison I 
can never forget solong as memory shall hold her 
own. [heard my companions come in, group by 
group, and find places for themselves. ‘Ihe room 
had seemed well filled when I entered it, but be- 
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early, big fires had been kindled. About the 
time of our awakening, quantities of bread, bacon, 
and beans had been brought and piled up on two 
long pine tables which stood near the stoves, and 
from these were given to each applicant, in por- 
tions, say, of six ounces of bread, two of bacon, 
and a cupefull of beans, his day's rations. I was 
content to eat my bread with some slices of :aw 
bacon and to await the course of events. My im. 
mediate neighbour and I at length resolved to 
have a feast. We therefore sent out for eggs 
which cost us $1.65 a dozen, and for sugar 
for which we paid $1.50 a pound. With these 
gains he and I during that morning had a lus- 
cious and extravagant omelette, mixed with boiled 
beansand sugar and fried with bacon. Before 
noon, however, the chief discomfort of our room 
increased to excess. The two stoves were kept 
in operation without pause. ‘Two hundred men 
to two stoves was a relation out of all reasonable 
proportion, The stoves consequently were so hard 
wotked that they overheated the room. Besides, 
the low roof being covered with tin, the fierce heat 
of the southern sun beat though that and added 
intensity to the sweltering atmosphere. Before 
the noon hour had come nearly all of us were 
stripped to the waist, were bare footed and were 
trying to find some cooling air for our fevered 
bodies. Really, it was a sorry sight, that crowd 
of active, energetic men, hemmed in, cramped, 
each by his neighbours, none of them teally 
nourished by food, all fatigued by severe antece- 
dent hardships and then suffering from = that 
doubly intensified heat. This scene was continued 
through each day of the five wretched days many 
of us spent in that furnace-like loft. ‘The windows 
at the ends of the room were hardly more than 
three feet in height rising directly from the floor ; 
the windows of the east wall were hardly much 
better placed. In fact, so ill was the ventilation 
that there was but very little escape for the super- 
heated air. It filled and remained in the low 
angle of the wide roof over our heads. Along 
and near the floor, fresh though heated breezes 
often moved, but above was suspended a stagnant, 
fetid mass whose poisonous fumes again and again 
descended upon us. 

I have just read through some notes of that 
memorable week, written on the steamer on which 
I was carried away from the south. They tell 
hardly anything of exceptional interest happening 
to vary the monotony of the cheerless experience 
I have just recalled. For most of the time there 
was simply a rigid endurance on our part of our 
loss of personal freedom, our inability to move 
around except by interference with the movements 
of others, our deprivation of good and palatable 
food and, through a large part of each day, our 
real suffering from a heat such as one seldom any- 
where is compelled to undergo. Yet, a few inci- 
dents of special memory will bear repetition. On 
Sunday, May roth, a chaplain who had been 
taken prisoner, because, contrary to popular fame 
about chaplains, he had gone to the front, even 
into the battle line, with ‘his boys," as he called 
the members of his regiment, and there had met 
with the misfortune of capture,—=this chaplain in- 
vited us to join with him in divine -worship. A 
captain conducted the introductory services of 
reading and prayer, and the chaplain preached 
from the text—-one of the most difficult of all texts 
under the circumstances, I think,—*Seek ye 
those things which are above.” An exhortation 
hard to heed by men whose whole thought was, 
for the time, almost necessarily fixed upon things 
which are below, and very much of the present 
moment. But the sermon was excellent, and even 
gave some dignity and hope to life, forlorn and 
hopeless though it then seemed. However, 
to the sermon there were strong contrasts. Some 
of the men had cariied cards in their breast 
pockets, instead of the testament, commonly 
the American volunteer’s vade mecum; indeed 
some men has not hesitated to carry both cards 
and Bible about their persons. On that Sunday 
consequently there was card playing as well as 
church-going, side by side on the crowded floor. 
OF literature there was scarcely any among us 
other than that which appeared in the poverty- 
stricken looking newspapers brought by the privi- 
leged wewspapersseller, Then, excepting the 
incoming of a few confederate officials and pro- 
minent citizens of Richmond, nothing else occiu- 
red to break the monotony of that Sunday. But, 
it wasa remarkable evidence of the unnatural- 
ness of the American civil war—was it not P— 
that several of these visitors came for the purpose 
of finding out whether any friends or relatives of 
theirs were among us, or whether any of us might 
have news of persons in the north with whom they 
were connected by ties of friendship or family. 

On Monday morning, however, came a genuine- 
ly exciting bit of news. Our vevetile was again 
the negto’s musical call of ‘* Great news in de 


fore long Thad a sense of being in the midst of 
amass of humankind. The room was at length 
over-crowded, More than two hundred men as I 
found out afterwards had been made occupants of 
this space of, say, seventy by forty feet in area. 
Naturally, beds, even such as mine, were not 
there for all. Many had to take places for them- 
selves on the floor, and show proprietorship by 
spreading there the blanket which each of us 
soon received from our warders. About night- 
fall baskets of bread were brought into the 
room atd given to us in quarter-loaf pieces. 
That was all the food we seceived the first 
night. We were told, however, that we should have 
regular rations the next morning, aud that if any 
of us wished to purchase extra food we should have 
the privilege of doing so from the amounts of 
money standing to our credits on the prison books. 
Well, my bread having been eaten and some water 
drunk, I wrapped myself in my blanket, careless 
of what any one else did, or of the noise of the 
crowd settling itself for the night. Soon I was 
lost in a sleep of which I remember nothing except 
that nothing at all was remembered. My bed was 
but boards; my clothing was as brambles, logs, 
swamps, tain, and the filth of the-cars had made 
it; ny food had, of course, stayed hunger, but it 
had not done any more; yet [ slept that night 
through as though to exist were only to sleep. 

A queer reveille we had the next morning. I 
was suddenly called to consciousness by a loud 
musical voice crying, “ Great news in de papers! 
news from Mississippi; news from Alabama; 
news from: Tennesee; great news in de papers. 
Good mornin’, gemmen!” At once the dead silence 
of the room was broken. We were all awake, and 
nearly all in speech, I sat up, for the moment 
dazed; my eyes dazzled by the sun’s rays shin- 
ning fullacross my bed; my ears confused by the 
sudden clamour and shouts of the two hundred and 
more men who covered the floor ofjthat big grocery- 
house loft. Above all the other noises, however, 
rang out the musical call, ‘‘Great news in de 
papers.” It came, I soon saw, from a_ big 
mulatto, who stood near the step-way holding in 
his hands a bundle of Richmond’s morning 
papers. The American’s passion for news soon 
made Babel even in that miserable mass of men, 
for from every side their arose confused answering 
yells, of which I remember, ‘ Here, Uncle’! 
“This way, General!’ “ What you got, Pete?” 
and like welcoming demands. Rapidly the darkey 
picked his way around the room followed by a 
rustling of the opening journals and, very soon, 
Examiners,” ‘ Tuquirers”? and “ Whigs” by 
the score, transformed the scene, from where I 
sat, as intoa festival with waving banners. Lead- 
ing items about the fluctuations of the war 
over the thousands of miles of the battle lines 
between Union and Confederate forces were 
shouted from one to another, But, gradually 
a comparative quiet fell upon us. The mulatto 
had gone away, and the unwelcome realities 
of the situation were quickly obtrusive. I then 
began to busy myself with trying to put some 
comfort into my surroundings. Meanwhile, I 
gradually became aware of what the place was, 
that had become our enforced home. The room 
was directly under a roof which arose from the 
side walls of the building about four feet from 
the floor, to a ridge say fifteen feet above us, 
exposing the roof’s timbers. We were in fact 
in the loft of a big river-side business house, 
used before the war by a Mr. Libby as a ship- 
chandlery and wholesale grocery, afterwards 
appropriated by the Confederate government 
along with several neighbouring buildings 
for the confinement of captured soldiers, There 
were three rooms like ours on each of the second 
and third floors of the house. On the lowermost 
floor there was a large hospital, and in the cellar 
there was, among other things, a dungeon for the 
confinement of men adjudged to be, or treated as 
criminals. Indeed, I learned that the day after 
my release from the prison, the men remaining in 
the room in which I had been confined, were com- 
pelled to draw lots for two of their number to be 
hanged. ‘This was done as retaliation for cere 
tain acts of Union soldiers in a distant part of 
the country. These two men were not hanged, as 
it turned out, because of fear of worse reprisal on 
the part of the Federal Government, but they were 
thrown into that cellar-dungeon, and were kept 
there for six wretched months. To return to the 
happenings of that oth of May. In the south-east 
corner of the 1oom were two large cooking- 
stoves. Probably something to eat was the very 
first consideration of importance that morning in 
the minds of .all that ragged, half-famished 
crowd; certainly that was true at least of the 
four score new arsivals of the wight before. It 
is not to be wondered at therefore that very soon 
there was a large group of men, each man im- 
patiently awaiting his turn, at the stoves in which, 


papers.” But, hardly had he passed the inner 
sentinel and ,made his first sale, before a vuice 
cried out, ‘Hello! boys, Stonewall Jackson is 
dead.” That was news! We had known that 
the greatest of the corps-leaders of the southern 
army was wounded and would probably die; 
nevertheless news of his death was a startling 
surprise. By his splendid strategy and daring 
the defeat of our army at Chancellorsville 
had been accomplished. Because of the atlack 
of his corps upon our army's unprotected tight, 
must of us were there as prisoners. It is 
Not to be wondered at then that we did not 
grieve to hear of his death; however much we 
might tonour and revere his memory as a brave 
and gocd soldier. There is, from this point of view, 
then, no apology necessary for the little incident 
that took place at the foot of my neighbour's bunk, 
as the sewsman stopped there for a moment. It 
teveals a feeling common then to the southern 
slaves: “Say Uncle,”’ whispered my ueighbour. 
** Ain’t you glad that Stonewall Jackson is dead P”’ 
The man at first would not answer; but toa repe- 
tition of the question he replied rapidly and al- 
most inaudibly, “ Of course I is,’’ shouting out 
immediately his regular cry, “ Great news in 
de papers.” Another item;—that afternoon I 
almost lost my life for doing what in the 
following year would certainly have caused me to 
be shot. The flay of the Cenfederacy was at hall- 
mast on the capital building, to show respect for 
the dead hero. It could be seen from our north- 
windows, I heard. Ignorant of any rule to the 
contrary, I leaned far out of one of the windows 
that I might got a good view, when suddenly I 
heard the command, ‘' Take in your head there, 
youblank Yank!’ At first I did not understand, 
but looking downwards I saw that one of the 
patrol was aiming his musket directly at me from 
the sideewalk. I didnot continue looking. In 
1864, several men were shot for doing less than I 
had done. Close proximity to a window was, a 
year later, sufficient cause for murder. After the 
now celebrated escape by tunnel from the prison 
had been made, the authorities suspecting the use 
of signals to outside helpers forbade the approach 
of the confined soldiersto the windows. Again, on 
that same day we were all considerably stiired by 
an item in the papers to the effect that Robert Ould, 
the confederate commissioner for exchange of 
prisoners, had gone to City Point to make an ar- 
rangement for a large exchange of our men for 
Southern soldiers who were on the way thither from 
the north in flag-of-truce vessels. City Point lay 
more than thirty-five miles away near Petersburg, 
in) whose seige, begun the next year, the war was 
brought to a close in 1865. With this news about 
Commissioner Ould at once arose the question, 
‘* Are we indeed going home so soon?” and * Who 
will be the lucky ones?’ Monday night came. 
It passed without special event. A wide spread 
complaint of the appearance of vermin had arisen 
during the day. The building, notwithstand- 
ing the fresh white-wash that brightened the 
walls, was infested. Also, several of our company 
had fallen ill from the heat, from poor food, and 
from reaction from the exposure of the week before. 
They had been removed to the hospital-room. 
One of oue comrades had apparently become 
insane, Hehad for hours paced up and down the 
length of the room wringing his hands and sing- 
ing at short intervals, When this ccuel war is 
over.” The guards that evening took him away, 
But dusing Monday night nothing noteworthy 
occurred. As Tuesday morning came we were 
again aroused by the newsvendors call of “ Great 
ews in de papers.” Yet, howsoon the prison life 
had made its evil influence felt! There was that 
morning very little of the brave fun-making of 
Saturday and Sunday. Most of the men were 
dull and gloomy. The intense heat continued. 
We were becoming wiretchedly tired of one another, 
We were altogether too many. We had entirely 
too little with which to occupy heads and hands. 
Probably because the Confederate authorities 
knew that they would very soon send most of us 
away on parole they supposed it no cruelty to 
cram so many men into that loft. Possibly too, 
accommodation for such large numbers was not 
available. The private soldiers were in some 
respects far worse off than we were. At that time 
Belle Isle in the river at Richmonud—place of 
beautiful name but already of appalling fame,— 
was almost crowded with private soldiers, un- 
sheltered except by small fieldtents, But why 
was it, you may ask, were the prisoners at Rich- 
mond so many? Well, when it is remembered 
that an army of a million men was in the field; 
that battles were more than one even each day ; 
and that battles were lost and gained then not 
so much by long distance strategy as by close 
position and at -times hand to hand conflict, 
by charge and by assault, one need not question 
facther. For this reason it was that the mortality 
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of the American battle field was extraordinarily 
great. For this reason it was that when in action, 
on one side ammunition was spent, a fresh charging 
force of the enemy from a near distance could easily 
kill or capture; and the American soldier would 
not kill the helpless. Moreover, to Richmond 
early in the war most captured men were taken 
and there held in charge. 

To continue my story. Tuesday morning 
dawned in that bot, overcrowded room, to men 
already tired out and disheartened. Buton that 
day to ninety-six of them came deliverance. 
‘Towards noon, through one of our guards, we heard 
that some of us—how many he could not tell— 
were to go to City Point, and at about noon offi- 
cial confirmation of the report came. Little com- 
fort, however, was there for me in the official 
orders. All officers, so we were told, above the 
grade of second lieutenant, upon giving their 
“parole of honour” not to take arms against the 
Confederate forces until they should have been 
tegularly and legally exchanged would be marched 
to City Point and there delivered into the care 
of officers of the Federal army. At this an- 
nouncement I was as thoroughly miserable as I 
suppose my companions of superior rank were 
elated. Should those flag-of-truce boats return 
to the north without me, I lamented, what should 
I do? The prospect was unbearably dark. I 
saw that among the fortunate many all had be- 
come bustle and preparation. There was hardly 
any preparation for them to make to be sure; the 
rolling up of a blanket with a few articles of per- 
sonal use in it, perhaps; yet, there was much ado 
among them about even this nothing. There 
were messages too from those left behind to those 
who were going, to be sent to the dear ones al 
home, that they might know that husbands, and 
brothers, and sons were not dead. So, the noon 
hours passed. But I was on the alert. I was de- 
termined to get into that lucky detail, if there were 
the slightest way open for it. I felt a touch of 
encouragement from the fact that a white-haired 
second lieutenant had been excepted from the ex- 
cluded number. The line I saw was not to be drawn 
absolutely atrank. Besides, when at last the hour 
for departure came and the names of the fortunate 
ones were called, I noticed that a first lieutenant 
did not go out in answer to the summons. He 
had become so ill that he could not move. What 
ministering spirit helped me, Ido not know, but 
there flashed throngh my busy brain the thought, 
** Suppose after all, that the number in the detail, 
is to be kept full even though that first lieutenant 
can not go.” Acting upon this inspiration I put 
myself near the door as the chosen ones passed 
out. The coll call atlength came to an end, ‘The 
summoning officer following the last released pri- 
soner; the door was slammed shut, leaving only 
the guard standing there learning upou his musket. 
‘‘Ts there no chance?” thought I. None, so it 
seemed. But still for some reason I stayed just 
where I had been waiting. That door was like a 
gate to heaven in my longing eyes. And it was as 
though some voice were saying to me, ‘' Stay 
here!’ I lingered there, one, two, five minutes, 
perhaps, when—for a fact—the door was flung 
open; the officer had returned; and, scarcely 
could I believe my ears, I heard him shouting out, 
what meant a summons for another man. I 
sprang for the opened door, Hands, how many 
I never saw, clutched at me. Part of my coat I 
left in some one’s clutch, and through that door I 
plunged. As I passed it a sentry slapped me on the 
back, greeting me with, “ Bully for you, you little 
Yank.” I was free, The numher, not the tank only 
was in demand. In the hall-way below I gave 
my parole iu the midst of congratulations. And 
why should not I be congratulated? Congratula- 
tion was there for any one who might have come. 
Besides I had been the youngest inmate in the offi: 
cers’ quarters. [ had entered the prison on just 
the day I became twenty. How happy I was! 

We led a long column of officers and privates 
gathered from I know wot where. The afternoon 
was excessively hot. But what cared we for that 
heat! We were off for home, for home. ‘That 
thought lightened everything else; fatigue, rags, 
sultry air. We spoke as we went of the men 
left behind, but we could not sorrow for them, 
so jubilant were we at our own deliverance. No 
martial music led our column; but we needed 
none. We were off for home. 

However, we were not yet at home; uot yet 
even, truly free. We had yet a night before us 
the worst, I ever passed through; a night that 
brought suffering to last for a long time to many ; 
and that brought death, I believe, to several of my 
home going companions before the next day came. 
Our column began to move at about four o'clock, 
under guard of a squadron of mounted men, the 
** 31st Virginia Battalion.” The sun was intensely 
hot; the air oppressive to an extreme. Wecrossed 
the James River on a bridge into Manchester oppo- 
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site, and turned southward towards Petersburg. 
The bridge lay over Belle Isle. As we marched [ 
saw the shadeless, filthy, openeair camp of the 
Union prisoners there. Yet, though its misery was 
laid bare; its wretchedness did not appealto me so 
much then as inthe memory of it in happier after 
years. We soon made our way through Man- 
chester, and entered the main road towards our 
destination. It was not long before heat and ill 
preparation for the march began to show their 
effects. Breathing was tormented by the dense 
clouds of dust that arose from our tramping. Soon, 
too, the feet of our cavalry and field officers began 
to scald and blister. Besides, Lieut. Dedrich, who 
commanded our portion of the column, kept the 
horses of his men going ata pace which, though it 
was only a walk, compelled us who were leading to 
move rather rapidly, and soon forced those at the 
rear into frequent running. Before nightfall 
even, the rear of the column was straggling badly. 
Our road lay through several lines of entrench- 
ments,—there were five or more of these lines— 
constituting part of the defences of the Confede- 
rate capital. I saw on various elevations some of 
the fortifications which had been madeto hold back 
the armies of the Yorktown peninsula threatening 
Richmond the year before. Steadily we kept on 
in our march halting only when the straggling 
compelled a halt. Then came night. With night- 
fall the sky, which had been clouding before the 
setting of the sun, began to grow darker from an 
oncoming storm. Just when the storm hroke I do 
not know. But at lengti it broke upon us with 
the tertific force that tempests in the American 
southern states often show. Rain came down as 
a wind-driven torrent, Soon the dusty rood was 
turned into a ditch of flowing mud. But our 
column did not even then come to a halt for test. 
We were urged on through the violence of the 
storm. At about ten o'clock the tempest was at it 
wildest. The lighting was almost ceaseless and 
the thunder was a constant succession of crash 
aud deafening tumult. So black was the night 
that, except for the lightning, I could not see the 
man at my side. How it fared with the rear of 
the column I could not tell. But as we heard no 
command to stop we kept on, plunging through 
the stream that the road had become. At mid- 
night, the worst of the storm had passed and had 
left only a steady downpour of gentle rain. The 
lighting flashes then were darting along the dis- 
tant eastern sky and the colling of the thunder 
came from far away. But not until about two 
o'clock were we brought to a long halt. At that 
time all pretence of order was gone. What had 
become of our column no one knew. When I 
learned that we were really stopped I pushed my 
way into the woods at the side of the road, threw 
myself down upon the soaking ground and soon 
was fast asleep. How long I slept Ido not know, 
but a terrific burst of thunder close by, awoke me, 
Another tempest had falled upon us. In my stupor 
I scrambled out upon the :oad-side, threw myself 
down into the mud there, and there slept until 
daybreak. 

When I awoke again, the sky had cleared; the 
dawn was coming; a bright day was in full 
promise. But what was the condition of that 
hapless detachment of returning war prisoners ? 
It had been scattered along a distance of seve- 
ral miles. During the march in the storm it 
had lost all semblance of cohesion. The first 
work of the guard therefore as day broke, was 
to bring the disintegrated mass into something 
like the shape it had the day before. That was 
hard work. And it was cruel work. The sabre 
with the voice was often used to hasten lagging fuot- 
steps; andin that morning hour word was passed 
along the lines of deaths, and of men dying. We 
believed then, and I yet believe, that four Unidn 
soldiers that night and morning, from fatigue, 
from exposure to the storm and from the cruelty 
of the guards lost their lives. 

Our column was at last in shape again and we 
were pushing ou ouc way towards Petersburg. 
The road lay near the railway. What then did 
we see pass on the railway, that morning, but a 
train of twenty-two empty cars rushing by in the 
same direction as that in which we were sttuggling 
on foot. Cars enough to have carried us all. As 
we neared Petersburg, our driver, Dedrich, tried to 
force us into a four-rank order. Inability to obey 
his command made him furious. Near me rode a 
guard—Hudson by name—who among other kind 
acts had dismounted to allow one of the badly 
exhausted officers toride, When Dedrich saw 
what Hudson had done he ferociously cursed the 
man and threatened him with the guard-house in 
Petersburg if he attempted that thing again, 
Near nine o'clock we teached Petersburg, about 
twenty-three miles from Richmond. The first 
stage of that memorable march, 

Kiom Petersburg our road lay north eastwards 
towards City Point, thirteen miles away. Those 


miles were at length passed. Yet, while there was 
the certainty to sustain us that at the end of those 
miles lay freedom, comfort, and friends, many who 
passed over that road that day have never forgot- 
ten the torture of the weary hours. I was young, 
strong, and was at -infantry officer, But there 
were cavalry officers and worn-out men and men 
of mature years with me. I need not repeat all 
I know of what some of them endured, but I 
know of men who walked that morning, for 
miles, with the soles of their feet bared of 
skin by the breaking of large blisters raised by 
the march in the dust atrd mud of the night be- 
fore. I was tired enough, but there were many far 
worse off than I was. I will not, however keep 
you longer on this painful part of my story. At 
last, between one and two o'clock, freedom really 
came. Ido not dare to try to tell you of my 
feelings, as reaching the crest of a low hill over 
which the road passed, I saw not far away the 
flag of the Union fluttering from a steamer’s 
mastin the noon sun-light. That flag—delight 
as it is to patriotic eyes in a strange or far 
off Jand—-that May 14th, awoke in us almost 
the joy that deliverance from death and hell 
brings to the soul. To step from under the 
“Stars and Bars” of the Confederacy, across the 
sleamer’s gangway, into the shadow of the “ Stars 
and Stripes” of the Union, was for the moment, 
perhaps the greatest gladness I could have known. 
There had been but little delay after we reached 
the railway pier. For perhaps half-an-hour we 
had lain upon the pier. And to our amazement 
we had been halted at the side of the same train 
of cars that had rushed by us in the early morn- 
ing. There, at City Point it had been filled with 
returning Confederate war-prisoners who had had 
easy transportation on the cars and steamers of 
the north to the very wharf on which this recep- 
tion-train stood. Why that awful night march 
was enforced upon us when we could all 
have been easily carried by rail to our flag- 
of-truce boat I never knew. Satisfying reasons 
however, may be easily guessed at. And it is 
true that we were transferred to our government 
a famished, exhausted, crippled, and seriously 
injured body of men; that in our stead were sent 
back to Richmond, to all appearances, a well-fed 
and vigorous reinforcement for the armies of the 
rebellion. 

Here my story might end. But allow mea 
few words more to tell of the home.coming. From 
City Point on we teceived nothing but comforts 
for our deprivations. The first meal on the good 
steamer S. FR. Spaulding was a feast rather 
than a dinner. Some of our number it is true, 
were confined to bed and were, all the way to the 
noth, under medicalcare. [recovered rapidly from 
the fatigue and depression. I made a luxury of 
life even before we reached Annapolis, Maryland, 
three days later. Baths, food, and sleep did not 
cleanse or mend ragged clothing, but they did ree 
fresh the young body. And freedom, with the 
hope of soon seeing home, made the bright skies 
brighter, and wrought for every hour a jubilee. 
Steaming down James River, as I sat at the stern 
of the steamer, for once having been feasted; and 
enjoying one of the fine cigars—a Havanna at that! 
—which had liberally been given to each one at 
table,—-at table mind you !—with our wine and 
coffee,—-pardon the memory !—I was entertained 
by seeing from a lounging deck-chair many places 
made famous by the Peninsula Campaign of the 
year before. At Fortress Monroe, far within 
the Union fines, our white flag-of-truce furled 
and stowed away, I felt again really free to fol- 
low my own will. I began to remember the past 
fortnight as only a horrid dream. At Annapolis 
by good fortune I obtained some money, having 
spent in prison all I had had, and was soon sent 
to Harsisburg, Pennsylvania, where my regiment 
was awaiting discharge. 

On the 20th day of May I téentered my come 
pany’s camp and was welcomed as one returned 
from the dead. Returned from the dead, I say, 
for as one brought back to life from death I was 
greeted everywhere. It falls to the lot of but few 
persons to read their own obituaries. Yet this lot 
was mine. Credible word had been sent home that 
I had been killed. In consequence, the valedicto- 
rian of my college class, and my parish minister had 
prepared memorials,—not spoken as it happened 
however,—of the close of my young life. But in 
the Princeton College magazine there appeared, 
simultaneously with a visit I soon made to the 
College, an obitary which opened with telling of 
how, ‘'a few hours before the expiration of his 
term of enlistment, Clay MacCauley fell nobly 
fighting for the cause of Liberty.” The special 
personal tribute following, I need wot repeat, 
I quote farther only that, ‘fon the beautiful banks 
of the Rappahannock he is gently sleeping the 
sweet sleep of the Hero and Patriot— testifying 
from the silent land beyond thiough the echoing 
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halls of memory, how sweet it is to die for one’s 
country.’”’ So, you see, Iam one of the few who 
have been privileged to enjoy the praise which 
men are so chary of giving us while we live, but 
which they lavish upon our memories when we are 
dead. As to the writer of my obituary in the 
College magazine, I think that he really meant 
what he had published, and this, notwithstanding 
the fact that under the guying he had to take 
when I came back in person to refute his declara- 
tion about ‘sleeping the hero’s sleep” on the 
battle-field, he did say, “I wish MacCauley were 
dead.” 

Our regiment remained in Harrisburg only two 
days after I rejoined it. As our term of enlist- 
ment had expired we were immediately mustered 
out of service. ‘Then the real home-coming took 


place. A few words about that must close this 
personal recital to which you have so generously 
listened. 


Freed from rags, well clothed, and well nurtured 
I marched down the Main Street of my native 
place, Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, on the 23d 
day of May, accompanying the comrades who 
remained of the companies that had gone thence to 
the war in the summer of the year before. That day 
was the gladdest of all days in that memorable year. 
With great bells ringing; the streets lined with 
proud and happy fathers, mothers, wives, sisters, 
and sweethearts; the Franklin Hall doors stand- 
ing wide open in welcome, we marched along the de- 
corated streets and through those opened doors.— 
There, after glad words of welcome and feasting, 
we separated free to go to our homes civilian, not 
soldier, citizens. Then the best pleasure of all, but 
hidden from the world’s sight, came, that of wel- 
come from the dear ones in the home, At the 
sacred threshold of the home let this recital have 
an end. 
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FORMOSA. 
Pea Se ae 
(From our Formosa CoRRESPONDENT.) 





Tokyo, April 1ath, 1896. 


There has been so many reports circulated in 
the vernacular press, to the effect that H.E. Count 
Kabayama had resigned, or was about to resign 
his post of Governor-General of Formosa, that I 
wish to state that His Excellency never entertained 
any such intention, and although it is true that he 
was incapacitated for a few days in Formosa witha 
slight attack of fever, the illness was uot such as 
would lead him to believe that he was endanger- 
ing his life by residence in the island. Of course, 
if the Government of Japan sees fit to engage his 
services otherwise, he would necessarily comply, 
but until such occurs, he will continue in his pre- 
sent capacity of Governor of Formosa, for which 
he is so well fitted, This will be agreeable news 
to his many Formosa friends, who feel that the 
Prosperity of the island is so much dependent 
upon those who are pe:fectly familiar with the 
peculiar conditions existing there. 


I notice in the Fapan Mail a telegram to the 
Hongkong Daily Press from Takao, dated March 
31st, in which it is stated that wholesafe arrests of 
foreign compradores in the camphor districts of 
Formosa are being made, etc. While unfamiliar 
with the details, I have been informed that the only 
arrests made, were of those Chinese who totally 
disregarded the camphor regulations. 

During last November, the Japanese authorities 
framed regulations and published proclamations 
calling on all persons who had stills or the right 
to cut trees, to send in an account of the same, 
together with such documents as had been issued 
by the Chinese Government proving their owner- 
ship or authority to work the same, 


Foreign merchants were deeply interested in the 
camphor business and had a good deal of money 
invested. ‘The two large firms in the north both 
had the necessary papers, clear and indisputable, 
but for some reason unknown to the writer, the 
firms in the South were not so provided, although 
undoubtably agreements for going up-country and 
working this industry had been entered into 
with the Chinese Officials. Now came the diffi- 
culty. It would be an injustice to those foreign 
fiims who after years of labour had built up the 
industry and whose money was invested in the 
trade, to be turned out of the field without con- 


pensation, and it would be equally an injustice to 


allow vew firms to enter the trade inasmuch as 
Japanese themselves were barred. It was to deal 
with both impartially that the new regulations 
were issued. But cases arose, particularly in the 
south, where foreigners who previously had no 
connection whatsoever with the camphor industry, 


took advantage of the state of affairs and com- 


rick, of the Catholic Church, 
on March 4. He had passed 
and ten, and for several years had been in ill 


age, and a long time before his death he was 
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menced the trade without permission. Notifica- 
lions were then issued that after three months, 
vuly such persons as held the Necessary papers 
from the Chinese Government, would be allowed 
lo cairy on the industry. The time expired 
sometime during Matche=I have not the exact 
datemthe Chinese Compradores mentioned in the 
above telegram did not see fit to comply and the 
result was that they were arrested, It is specially 
unfortunate that the two or three large and 
reliable firms of Anping should be subject to such 
hardship, but, without proof of their former cam- 
phor rights, it is impossible to separate them 
from the few irresponsible parties who sought to 
enter the trade alter the island had been ceded 
to Japan. jJ.W.D. 


[We do not believe that Admiral Count Kabayama will return 
to Formosa in the capacity of Governor-General.—Ep 7 .M.J 
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one of the best things that can befall a man is to 
have the papers “roast” him, People here seem 
lo think thereis “big game” or else so much 
ammunition would not be wasted. Your corre. 
spondent will be tight on the scene, and will keep 
your readers posted about the great convention, 
which is sure to nominate the next President of 
this great nation. 

As was predicted, we are to have a New Salva- 
tion Army. Commander Ballington Booth has 
determined to organize and start a vew branch of 
the Army. Every great religious movement in the 
past has been marked by secessions and branches. 
The Methodists have a dozen different off-shoots, 
and so have the Baptists and Presbyterians, but 
not until now have we heard of two denominations 
of the Salvation Army. The latest announce. 
ments are to the effect that Ballington Booth’s 
new army is to be organized more closely on the 


lines of the regular Army of the Nation, bein 
LETTER FROM ST. LOUIS. strict to cetain all the features of the U.S. Artiy 
—————>—__—_ notintact in the old Salvation Army, But up lo 
(From our CoRRBSPONDENT.) date no name has been announced for the new 


venture. New York is to be made the Eastern 
centre of the new organization, and Chicago the 
Western head-quarters. Cable dispatches state 
that General William Booth has returned from 
India to London, where he is watching the new 
move on the part of his son with intense interest. 
In his message to American comrades received 
here last week, the old General deplores the act of 
his son, Ballington Booth, and refers to him as 
being in the mazes of temptation and flattery, 
He affirms that his purposes were not in showering 
favours on his own children, but all for the 
Glory of God, and in seing his son take the steps 
he has he felt that his 30 years’ ambition for 
him had been thwarted. Just how much of the 
army will follow the new move remains to be 
seen, but it is sure to work more or less division. 

This week I made aroll of the Japanese re- 
sidents of St. Louis and found that we have 
seven) in our midst. They are S. Mihashi; of 
Osaka ; ‘I’. Benaka, of Osaka ; S. Z. Akamatsu, of 
Osaka ; and R. Amakata of Tokyo, all engaged in 
mercantile pursuits; S, Saki and family, and 
Gideon Kawamata, manufacturers of bamboo 
novelties, etc., Rev. Thomas Nishikawa, who has 
been in Central College at Fayette, Mo., will 
graduate in June and next Fall return to Japan, 
He comes from Osaka. 

Following the organization of a new branch of 
the Salvation Army by Ballington Booth, a new 
and startling development in that line bas been 
announced, The Episcopal Church has organized 
similar work. Canon C. M. Davis, of Christ 
Church Cathedral, visited this city last week, in 
connection with a number of the Brotherhood of 
St. Andrew, went out upon the public streets and 
held services, Their priestly robes and golden cross 
were in marked contrast to similar gatherings. 
Christ Church Cathedral is one of the most fas hion- 
able churches of the city and the new movement 
created wo little stir. Similar efforts bave been 
inaugurated in the East during Lent, but from 
present indicatious the old fashionable Episcopal 
Church will have a regular army of outdoor ser- 
vices similar to the Salvation Army. In an editorial 
comment, a leading St. Louis daily paper had this 
(o say yesterday :— 

It is to be hoped that the proper authorities will 
give full sanction to the work of Canon Davis and the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew in their endeavour to reach 
the forsaken and the wayfarer, by going out into the 
‘‘ highways and hedges,” and preaching the Father« 
‘hood of God and the Brotherhood of Man. 

This is no new departure in the methods of the 
Episcopal Church. From time to time in its history, 
enthusiastic and self-sacrificing men have become true 
evangelists, and have gone after those ‘‘lost sheep ” 
who have wandered too far from the flock to find their 
way into the places set apart for Christian worship. 
Nor is if necessary that such work should result like 
that of Whitefield in founding a new sect. It is work 
that is strictly within the lines of Episcopalian methods, 
and has been frequently followed with gratifying 
results in the large cities. 

It is strange and sad that such work should be 
condemned by Christian people. The founder of 
Christianity nearly always taught the people in the 
openair. He knew that was where those most needing 
his teaching would be found. It is recorded that he 
entered the Temple at Jerusalem but once after reach. 
ing manhood, and on that occasion he did so to cast 
out the money-changers and rebuke the spirit of greed 
that had crept in. 

If the message the Church has been entrusted with 
is really necessary for the permanent benefit of man- 
kind, surely it is narrow and uncharitable to condemn 
any means of bringing that message to the knowledge 
of all people. The heathen at home are as much 
entitled to hear it as the heathen abroad. 


St. Louis, U.S.A., March 16. 


The venerable Archbishop Peter Richard Ken- 
died in this city 

his three score 
health, His once powerful mind gave way in 
simply a child in intellect. The funeral took 
place on Wednesday, March 11, in the old Catholic 
Cathedral on Third Street, the remains being 
buried in Calvary Cemetery. The funeral was 
one of the most pompous and splendid ever con- 
ducted in this country, and was attended by 150 
Archbishops, Bishops, priests, and monastic orders. 
Cardinal Gibbons was present and pronounced the 
benediction, Archbishop Ryan, of Philadelphia, 
preached the sermon, which was very eloquent. 
The funeral procession was about two miles 
long. It was headed by fifty mounted police, 
followed by a militasy company in uniform, 
and by dium corps; then came the hearse drawn 
by four black horses covered in mourning, 
Archbishop Kentick gained a world-wide fame 
by the prominent part he took in the Vatican 
Council at Rome in 1870. In the council which 
declared the Pope to be infallible, Kenrick 
bitterly opposed the dogma and printed a speech 
putting forth his views. In this speech he said :— 
‘“*God only is infallible. Of the church the most 
we can assert is that it does noterr in teaching 
the doctrines of faith, which Christ has committed 
to its chargé, because the gates of hell are not to 
prevail against it. Therefore infallibility; absolute 
and complete, can not be predicated of it— ° ++ 
If papal infallibility is a personal grace, or 
chatism, as the Archbishop of Westminster calls 
it, it demands miraculous intervention of God that 
the Pope, when he means to define anything 
of faith or morals, may be kept from error,” 
The great oration failed of its purpose, as the 
final vote on the subject resulted in 88 noes, 61 
qualified ayes, and or Bishops in Rome who 
abstained from voting. But the schisms which 
followed in France and Germany upon the pro- 
mulgation of the dogma showed the foresight and 
wisdom of the now dead Kenrick, 

Preparations have already begun here for the 
entertainment of the National Republican Con- 
vention in June. A new hall is being built 
at Thirteenth Street and Clark Avenue at a cost 
of $60,000 exclusively for the Convention. It will 
be torn down when the Convention is over, but 
will be built with every convenience, and beauty. 
It will seat 15,000 people. Every indication now 
points to the nomination of McKinley. Of the 
delegates chosen up to date in the different States 
fully"one-half have been instructed for McKinley 
or are understood to be for him. ‘The same propor- 
tion will doubtless exist when all the delegates shall 
have been chosen. McKinley is by all odds the 
choice of the country for the Presidency, and if he 
is defeated for the nomination it will be by a com. 
bination of all the strength of the other candidates. 
This was Blaine’s fate at one time and may be Mc- 
Kinley’s, but it looks now as if he will be nominated 
by acclamation. Personally, McKinley is a clean 
man—an American in the best sense. He is said 
to be a steward and leader in the Methodist 
Church, and will be supported by the American 
Protective Association which will have many votes 
in the convention. His high tariff ideas made 
him what he is, Wears ago every paper in the 
country was either devoting a large part of its 
space to condemning or praising him. Most of it 
was Criticism, and true to an old prediction made 
at that time, ‘ Unless they let up on McKinley 
they will make him President,” the tables have 
turned his way. 

So free is public speech in this country, and 
so fully is this freedom taken advantage of, that 
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TRIAL TRIP OF THE ‘“' SAIKYO 
MARU.” 


—__——————— 


The N.Y.K. mail steamer Satkio Maru has 
obtained a prominent place on Japan’s bead-roll 
of fame. From her bridge Admiral Viscount 
Kabayama, witnessed the battle of the Yalu, and 
from a position abaft ber chart-room Chief En- 
gineer Shimidzu took those photographs of the 
hattle that have since become so widely known. 
The exploits of the Saikto Maru during the war, 
however, would take up more space than we have 
at our disposal to-day. All traces of her encoun- 
ters with the Chinese gunners have now been 
removed: the wrecked cabins, the smashed steam 
steering gear, and decks have been rebuilt and 
refitted; five new plates have been put on her sides 
in place of those destroyed by the three shell that 
made their way through her at the Yalu fight ; the 
battered funnel and upper-works have also been 
set right, reflecting great credit on Mr. W. Bartie, 
Supt. Engineer, and Capt. W. H. Forbes, Supt. 
Captain of the N.Y-K., who supervised the 
work. On Saturday the steamer took a Uial- 
trip down the Bay and behaved splendidly, 
doing 14% knots against wind and tide, and 
15 back to the harbour. An amusing part 
of the trip was the detention at the quarantine 
station on the return voyage, the sanitary officials 
signalling a peremptory “ Heaveeto,” just as she 
was passing. Within 1 minutes, though going at 
full speed when signalled, her way was stopped—a 
splendid performance. The Saikio Mare is 320 
feet long, 42{ft. beam, and has a capacity 
of 2,000 nett. She is to be put on her old 
mail run — Yokohama-Shanghai —on Tuesday, 
under the command of Captain Ekstrand. 
Her officers are, Mr. Whitton, chief; Mr. Engel. 
hart, second; Mr. Krause, third; Mr. Ogata, 
Purser. Engineers: Mr. Gallagher, chief; Mr. 
Strang, second; Mr. Risk, third; and Mr. Good. 
rich, fourth. On Saturday the party on board 
included Lieuts. Wadagaki and Akashi, of the 
Vokosnka Admiralty; Mr. Fukichi and Mr. Shi- 
bata, of the Teishinsho; and Messrs. Hayashi, 
Suda, Tanaka, and Shimidzu (the Yalu hero), of 
the N.Y.K., with Mr. Barrie, Captain Forbes, 
Mr. Stein, and Mr. Griffiths, of Portland, Oregon. 
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LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
-_-—--—___—_->-—_——- -——_ 
(Reuter’s “ JAPAN Mati’! Spgcian SERVICB.) 


London, April ro. 
In the House of Commons last evening, Mr. 
Curzon, replying toa question by Sir Ashmead- 
Bartlett, said the Government had not entered 
into an engagement with any of the Powers to 
advance beyond Dongolaland. 


The “ Reformers” have been committed for 
trial at Pretoria on the charge of treason. 
London, April 14. 
Mr. Cecil Rhodes proposes to start from 
Salisbury with a strong column to relieve 
Buluwayo. 


Sir Hercules Robinson, High Commissioner 
of the Cape, is sending five hundred cavalry to 
Matabeteland. 

A group of Egyptian capitalists are legally 
opposing the action of the French bondholders, 
affirming that the grant of funds by the Caisse 
is justified by the necessity for the Nile Ex- 
pedition. 





(‘Special TerecRraM TO THE “ JAPAN MAtL.”) 
nn & 


Hakodate, April 12. 

A fire broke out in a theatre at Masagocho 

at 9.30 o'clock this morning, 28 houses being 

destroyed, and a few persons were slightly 
injured. 





(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe Japan 
Herald,” the ‘Japan Gagette,”’ anv other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, April 9. 
It is not expected that President Cleveland 
will act upon the Cuban resolution which has 
incurred the resentment of Spain. 


The Italian garrison at Kasnala on the 3rd 
inst, attacked and partially captured the Dervish 
forts at Tucruff, but General Baldissera has since 
ordered the garrison to evacuate Kassala and 
retire to Agordat. 


A late despatch states that the Dervishes have 
appeared at Tamanieb near Suakin. The Italian 


loss at Kassala was (en officers and three hun- 
dred men. 


Exchange on London at Paris ....+++0040025-20 


Matabele, who made three fierce onslaughts, 
but were finally repulsed, a hundred of their 
umber being killed. More fighting is expected. 


Venice to meet the Emperor William. 


Dufferin, British Ambassador to France, has 


Exchange on London at New York ...... 4.89% 


Emperor William was of the most cordial cha- 


Joss, the Italian luss being slight. 
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gress proposes that the Cuban rebels should be 
recognised as belligerents and that Mr. Cleve- 
land should propose separation. | 






































South African advices report that Gifford’s 
Horse have repulsed the Matabele with a loss 


to the latter of one hundred killed. Enos Salaam: BAree9 


Paris, March 28. 
General Dodds has embarked at Toulon. 


Exchange on London at New York...... 4.882 | te was warmly cheered. 


(Tel. Trans ) 
London, April 9. 
Gifford’s Horse had an engagement with the 


Paris, March 28. 

M. Bertholet resigned on account of reasons 
connected with the health of his family. 

M. Bourgeois accepts the office of Minister 
of Foreign Affairs and it is believed M. Larsieu 
will take that of Minister of the Interior. 

Paris, March 31. 

M..Larrieu has been appointed Minister of 
the Interior. 


London, April 11. 
King Humbert, attended by Marquis Rudini 
and the Duke de Sermoneta, has arrived at 
Paris, March 30. 
The Cabinet will be inte:pellated to-morrow 
in the Chamber and Senate on its foreign policy. 
Paris, March 31. 
The Chamber has postponed until Thursday 
the debate on foreign policy. 
Paris, March 31. 
The Russian press'repeats that France may 
rely absolutely on the support of Russia in the 
Dongola question. 


A French communique announces that Lord 


returned to Paris and that negotiations relating 
to Egypt have been resumed. 


Exchange on London at Paris ssumaneeyensS5slos 


(Tel. Trans.) 


London, April 13. 
The meeting between King Humbert and the 





(From THe Japanese Parers.) 
Soul, April 11. 
Sei Ki-un, previously telegraphed as having 
left for Chefoo, will proceed to Shanghai, where 
he joins the suite of Korea’s special Ambassador 
to Russia. It is gathered on good authority 
that the object of Sei Ki-un’s departure is to 
raise a loan of yen 8,000,000 in Russia. - 
Séul, April 12. 
Sei Ki-un was accompanied by Shu Cho- 
ben, a Councillor of the Royal Household 
Department, and Min Kwan-shoku, an In- 
structor of the Crown Prince. Sei conveyed a 
Royal Manuscript concerning the loan of some 
money. Itis said that Ham-gyéng-do will be 
hypothecated as security. 


It has been decided by the Japanese Govern. 
ment to demand from the Korean Government 
yen 5,000 per head for all Japanese murdered 
in that country. 


racter. 

The column under General 
arrived at Kassala with supplies. 

‘The whole of the Matabele nation has risen 
against the Whites and the transport service to 
Buluwayo has collapsed. Matabeles attacked 
and surrounded a force about 130 miles from 
Buluwayo and, after stubborn fighting, the 
British, having exhausted their ammunition, 
cut their way through the Matabeles and met a 
relief column. The loss on the British side 
was small. 


Stevanis has 


London, April 15. 
The Emperor William has hada cordial meet- 
ing with the Emperor Francis Joseph at Vienna, 
and it is generally understood that as a result of 
the meetings the Triple Alliance will be renewed. 








(From tam “ N.-C. Dairy News.) 
London, April 10. 

The material for a narrow-gauge railway 
between Suakin and Tambuk is being prepared 
at Woolwich. 

The Times states that a despatch has been sent 
by the Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, to President Kruger 
which is friendly but firm, and insists upon the 
redress of the grievances of the Uiuanders, and 
affirms Britain's right of interference. 

It requests a reply to the invitation sent to 
President Kidtiger to visit England. 

The Italian garrison at Kassala has made a 
sortie to the aid of an outpost and has defeated 
five thousand Dervishes who sustained a heavy 
The Der- 
vishes have advanced to within twenty miles of 
Akasheh. 

Gifford’s party have returned to Baluwayo. 
They were hotly engaged twenty miles to the 
north of that place when reliefs reached them. 


Kobe, April 16. 
Marshal Marquis Oyama arrived here from 
Osaka this morning. He leaves for Shimono- 
seki by the Satkio Maru this afternoon. 
Marquis Saionji arrived here this morning. 
He will leave for Tokushima to-morrow. 
Matsuye, April 16. 
Seventy Normal School boys have left the 
institution in a body. 
The greater portion of the fishermen, reported 
missing yesterday, have returned safely. 
Nagano, April 16. 
The Liberals electors have advised Mr. Mori- 
moto Seiichiro, M.P., to resign. 
Shimonoseki, April 16. 
The Zakachiho passed here this morning for 
the West. 
Kobe, April 16. 
Asmall package of sample tea arrived here 
to-day from Tosa. This is the first arrival of 
new season leaf. 





(From Tonoxin Papgrs.) 
Paris, March 27. 
The Chamber of Deputies, after a long and 
lively discussion, adhered, by 286 votes to 270, 
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MAIL STEAMERS, 


———___~ 

to the principle of an income tax, in spite of the tan NEXT MAIL IS Due 

opposition of the Commission on the Budget. | from Hongkong ...... per O. & O. Co. Friday, April syth.* 

The Cabinet retains the confidence of the] rom aad Aledo eee Apes 

Chamber. he Eee, ia teases P : ; o, un a pri ive 
At Cairo, the Commission on the Egyptian | gicteeens, ge" We cori Go. Mondane May ath 

debt, notwithstanding the opposition of Russia | prom Amecea s-- Mee eee ae Tuesday. May sth. 

and France, has decided to support the new ex- Fania aca eaeee die Liam aa 

pedition to Dongola from the reserve fund. HONGKONG .ccsecceeeee per N. 1D. Lloyd Wed'day, May rgth 


rs 

* Doric left Kobe on April 26th. t Coptic left San Francisco on 
April 8th. % Ansona will leave Kobe on April rqth  ¢ Sydney 
(with French mail) left Hongkong on April 1gth. 


(From Banoxog Pargrs.) 
London, March 28. 
Prince Ferdinand has arrived in Constan- 


tinople aud been accorded a splendid reception. SEES SY ea te ee 





Ror Canada, &c. ..... per ©. R Co. Friday, A ril wth. 
London, March 30. ror Europe, vid Hong: ats 
Canada has offered a Hussar Regiment for] .x0n® cece pee, Ue A ddest, | -Satueday, Apel 58h. 
: . : Hor AMeriCA ...cee-es eee per, & O. Ce Saturdoy, April 28th 
service Ih the Soudan, Yor Rurope, vid Shane- 
a ot ; an seueubs ay per MLM. Co, Sunder, April roth 
uv o “or Victoria, 13.C....... per No &. Co Friday, April egth. 
(¥Rom tHe Comenell» ) for Hongkong ......... ver’, & Od. Co, Satitiat. Are agth 
Madrid, PMaich 27. sor America csv per BM. Co. Sunday, April a6th. 
° . : _ + BE ctor a OF e IK. . nae ’ e 
The Joint Committee of the America Con-! ror Hongkong paces nica arraeraame reir heigl ig 


seeeearee 


Monday, May 4th. 
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CHESS, 
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(All Communications to he addressed to the Cuass EKniton) 





The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day and Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
lo II p.m. 


Visitors to Yokohama and Officers of ships 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club dur- 
ing their stay in this port, 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday fiom 1 p.m. to 7 p.in, 


SotuTion of Prospiem No. 224. 

WHITE. BLACK, 
1—K to R sq. 1—Kt takes B 
2—Kt to Kt 4 ch. 2—K takes P 
3—Q to B 2, mate 


if 2—K to 

3—P to K 5, mate 23 

1—B takes P 
2—Kt to Kt 4 ch. 2—K tw QO4 
3—Q to K Kv 8, mate 

i—KttoQs 
2-00 O7 2—B takes P 
3—~-Kt to Kt 4, mate. 

etc., etc. 


Correct answers from Shogi, W.D.C., W.H.S., 
J.D., E.J.K., and W.d.H. 

Correct solution of Problem No. 223 1eceived 
from W.B., 


PROBLEM No. 226. 
By A. F. Mackenzie. 


SLACK. 
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wuHuits, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


A. F. Mackenzig. 

Our solvers will be sorry to learn that this pro. 
blem-master (who has for many years lived in 
Jamaica) is afflicted with blindness. Under date 
of 2gth January he says :—"‘I can no longer conceal 
from myselfthat the time has come when I must 
inform you that loss of sight has compelled the 
cessation of my Chess work in the Gleaner.” *® 
* * “T am practically out of the chess-world 
now.” Every one who has received pleasure from 
the fine problems of this excellent composer, must 
join us in wishing and hoping that the loss of sight 
may be but partial; and not beyond recovery. 


Cart SCHLECHTER. 

The Chess Month/y for December contains por- 
trait, biographical sketch, and selection of games 
of Me. Carl Schlechter, who made such a credit- 
able appearance in the recent International Chess 
Tournament at Hastings. He was born in 
Viewna, 2nd March, 1874, and was intended for 
a commercial career, but the fascinatious of chess, 
which he learned at the age of 16, induced him to 
adopt the game as a profession, Whether the 
game or the man will bevefit more by the selection 
remains to be seen, but certain it is that a very 
promising master has been added to the ranks of 
the professionals. In 1892 he joined the New 
Vienna Chess Club, and won the first prize in a 
tournament among the three other leading players 
and himself, ‘The most noticeable feature in his 
play is the large proportion of draws which occur, 
and which called attention to him at Hastings as 
the * Drawing Master.” Out of 21 games played, 
he won 5, lost 4, and drew 12. A match with 
Marco, played at Vienna about three years ago, 
resulted in a draw, the whole games played—i1o 
eehaving been drawn. As an illustration of his 
forcible play, the Chess Monthly gives the fol- 
lowing game (with notes) against the eminent 
player, Mr. James Mason, in the 20th round at 
Hastings :— 

Game No. 467. 
IRREGULAR OPENING. 


WHITE. BLACK. 

Mason, Schlechter. 
1—P to K 3, 1—P to R 4 
2a—PtoOB4 2—PtoK3 


Digitized by Goc gle 
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3—Ki to K B3 
4—-PtwoO Kt 3 
5—B to Kt 2 


6—Bto K2 
7—Castles 
8—Ktto K 5 


9—P to B 4 (a) 
10—PtoQ4 
11—K P takes P 
12—Bto KB3 
13—P takes P 
14—O to K 2 
15—Kt to Q2 
16—R takes B 
17—O R to B sq. 
18—K to K R 3 (c) 
19—P to Kt 4 (d) 
20—Rto K B3 
21—RtoO Kt 3 


22—RtoO RZ 
23—R to O Kt 3 
24—P to OB5 
25—Kt (O02) Ww B4 
26—P takes P 
27—R to K sq. 


28—Kt takes B 
29—R takes P (f) 
30—O to K 4 
t—K to Kt 
alee to : 
33—K to sq: 
34—-K to Kt sq. 
35—K to B sq. 
36—Q to R sq. 
37—K to K 2 
38—K takes R 


39—K to O sq. 


3—Kt to K B 3 
4—-PwOkKr3 
5—B to Kt 2 
6—B to K 2 
7—Casiles 

8—O Ktto O2 
ate B - 
10—O P takes P 
1i—Ktto K 5 
12—P takes P (b) 
133—Q to B 2 
14—Ktto Q3 
15—B takes B 
16—O Rto B sq. 
17—K Rto Osgq. 
18—Kt to B sq. 
19—B to B 3 
20o—O to Kt 2 
21—Oto R3 
22—O to Ki 2 
23—K to B 2 (e) 
24—Kt to K sq. 
25-0 0 O4 
23 B ice P 
27—B takes Kt 
28—R (Q sq.) to Bsq. 


29—R to B 7 

30—O to R4 

31—O t0 O7 

32—O takes R P ch. 
33—O to R 6 ch, 
34—O to Kt 6 ch, 


35—Kt to B3 
36—Kt takes P 
37—R takes R 

38 —Rto B7 ch. 
3g6—Ktto K 6 mate (g) 


a) Premature. 9 P to Q 4 was the right move. 
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33—B takes P 


—BtoK 
34—B takes Bch. 3 . 


34—R takes B 


35—Rto BS 35—Keto Kt 2 
36—R to B6 36—PtoK Rg 
37—R takes R 37—~Kt takes R 


38—Kt to B 6 ch. 
39—Kt takes O P 
40—R to K B sq. 
41—Rto BZ 
42—Kt to B6 
43—K to Ki 3 
44—R takes B P 
45—PtoK R4 
46—KX to Kt 2 


38—K to R sq. 
39--Ki to O5 

. 40—R to K sq. 
41—R takes P 
42—Kt to B6ch. 
43—Kt to Kt 4 
44—Rto B4 
45—R to B6ch. 
460—R takes Kt 


47—P takes Kt 47—Rto B4 
48—P to Kt 6 48—PtoR 4 
49—K to R3 49—R to B 6 ch. 
50—K to R4 50—R to B 6 
51—K to Kt 5 51—Resigns. 


THE Hon. Epwin Dun. 

Our microcosm will sustain a loss in the depar- 
ture of the U.S. Minister who leaves for home per 
steamer China. He has the heaitiest and best 
wishes of every chess-player for a pleasant visit to 
his native land; and we hope to have his genial 
presence again with us, on his return to Japan a 
few months hence. 


St. PeTersBure. 
Game No. 469. 

The encounter between Messrs. Steinitz and 
Pillsbury, in Game 28, produced one of the best 
games of the tournament, notwithstanding that 
Pillsbury hardly made the best defences and ulti- 
mately had to give up his queen to save the game. 
Notes by Messrs. Steinitz and Pillsbury. 

PETROI'F DEFENCE. 


WHITE. BLACK. 


b) The right continuation, as the two centre Pawns which 
White gets are difficult to defend, and Black fastens on im- 
mediately to the Q B P. 

(c) Attempting a counter attack on the King’s side, but Black’s 
Kt to B sq. secures his King’s position perfectly. 

(4) Compromising his King’s position. Hehad nothing better 
now than a waiting policy, and to bring the K R over to the 
Queen’s side. 

(e) In order to double Rooks eventually. he two Queen’s 
moves were only made to gain time to work out the pretty final 
combination that follows, Herr Schlechter must have looked 
pretty far ahead, since he had to risk a valuable Pawn by his 
venture. 

_(f) Played by Mr Mason under pressure of time, the better con- 
tinuation being ;— 


29—R to Kts 29—Q takes RP 
30—K to R sq. 30—Q takes R ch. 
3t—B takes 3 31—R to B8 ch. 
32—-K to Ba 32—R (B sq) to B7 
33—H to Kt a 33—R takes Q ch. 
34—K takes R 34—-RtoK RS 
35—R takes s—R takes P ch 


P 35 a 
36—K to B 3, and although a Pawn behind he has stilla 
defensible game, 
(x) The whole of this pretty finish is forced. 


YOKOHAMA VERSUS ToKYOo. 

We are sorry to learn that all attempts to bring 
off the return-match between picked teams from 
these two Clubs have ended in failure. We 
understand that the President and Secretary of 
the Yokohama Club have done all in their power 
to arrange a meeting; but the final dictum of the 
Tokyo committee is that they cannot play again 
before autumn, so we must “ possess our souls in 
patience ” until then. 


Game No. 468. 
Fifth game in the Lipschutz-Showalter match, 


RUY LOPEZ. 
WHITE. BLACK. 

S. Lipschitz. J. W. Showalter. 
Ii—PtoK4 I—Pto K4 
2—Kito K B3 2—KttoQ B3 
3—B to Kt 5 3—Kt to B3 
4—Castles 4—P 0 O38 
5—-PwQ4 5—P takes P 
6—Kt takes P 6—B to Q2 
7—Kt takes Kt 7—P takes Kt 
8—B to 03 8—B to K2 
g9—Kt to B3 g—Casiles 
1o—P to K B4 10—R to K sq. 
11—O to B3 11—R to Kt sq. 
12—P to 0 Ki 3 12—P toQ 4 
13—PtoK5 13—B to B 4 ch. 
14—K to R sq. 14—Kt to Kt 5 
15—O to Kt 3 1I5—BtoQ5 
sth Set” 16—Pto K Bg 
I7—P to K RZ 17—Kt to R3 
18—O R to K sq. 18—Rto K 3 
19—Kt to K 2 19—B to Kt 3 
20—Bto K3 20—R to K Kt 3 
21—-O to K B3 2ai—Q to R5 
22—Bto K B2 22—B takes B 
23—O0 takes B 23—O takes O 
24—R.takes O 24—Pto Bg 
25—K to Kt sq. 25—K Rto Kt3 
26—Kt to B3 26—Kt to B2 
27—Kt to R2 27—P to Kt 3 


28—-P to K Kt 4 
29—P takes P 
30—Kt to Kt4 
31—K to R2 
32—P 0 BS 


28—Kt to R 3 
29—Kt takes P 
30—Kt to Kt 6 ch. 
3I—KttoR4q4 
32—=P takes P 


W. Steinitz. 
Ii—PtoK4 
2—Kt to K B3 


3—P 10 O4 
4—P to R 5 


H. N. Pillsbury. 
1—Pto K4 
2—Ktto K B3 
3—P takes P 


4—Kt to K 5 

5—OQ takes P 5—-PwQ4 

6—P takes Pe.p. 6—Kt takes O P 
7—Bto K Kt5 7—PwK BZ 
8—BtoK B4g 8—Ktto B3 
9-9 0 02 9—-BtoBy4 
10—b to K 2 10—O to K 2 
11—Castles 11— Castles 
12—R to K sq. 12—Kt to K § (a) 
13—Q to B sq. 13—P to K Kt 4 (b) 
14—BtoO3 14—BioR 3 
15—Kt to B 3 (c) 15—P takes B 


16—B takes Kt 


16—B takes B 


17—R takes B 17—O to Kt 2 
18—O to B sq. 18—K Rto Kt sq. 
19—O Rto K sq. 19—Q to Kt 5 
20—K to Rsq. 20—B to B sq. 
21—Rto K 8 21—Bto Kis 
22—R takes R ch. 22—Kt takes R 
23—P to K R 3(d) 23—Q to Kt 3 
24—Kt toO5 24—BtoO3 
25—Pw Bg 25—Kt to B 3 
26—R to K 6 26—R to B sq. 
27--O to K2 27—K to be 2 
28—PtoBs 28—O to Kt 8 ch, 
29—KX to R2 29—-0 to Bg 
30—Kt takes P ch, 30—K takes Kt 
31—R takes R 31—Q takes R 
32—P takes B 32—P takes P 
33-0 to Kt 5 33—K to B2 
34—P toO Kt 3 34—P to e R4 
357-0 0 O38 35—P to R 3 
36—O to O2 30—P to Kt 4 
37 -Pw ORG 37—P to Kt 5 
38—O to O5 38—O to Kt 7 
39—K to Kt sq. 39—O0 to B8 ch. 
40—K to R2 40—O to Kt 7 
41—K to Kt sq. 41—O to B8 ch. 
42—K to R2 42—O0 to Kt 7 
—KttoQ2 43—-V 0 O5 
> ee to ie ch. 44—K to Re 3 (e) 
45—Ktto B4ch. 45—K to B4 
46—O to B 46—Q takes Kt (f) 


7 
47—P takes 0 and White wins. 


(a) Mr. Pillsbury regarded this afterwards as premature. In- 
stead 12..,... QtoB2; 13 to Bsq. P to K Kt4 was more cor- 
rect and in accord with Black's attack against the castled king. 

(b) It appears from White’s excellent reply that this also was 
premature. Black was too anxious to force the game. Q to B 
a was far better. 

(c) Should White now attempt to win the piece by 15—B to Kt 
3, then might naturally occur the following variation :-—15—B 
to Kt 3, Q to Kt 2; 16—R8 takes Kt, B takes B; 17—R takes B, 
P to B 4; 18—R to K 6 (if 13—B to K ¢, Kt takes B; 19—R takes 
Kt, P to Kt sand should win), P to B 5 with a fine attack, 

(d) After 23—Kt toQs, B takes R; 24—Kt takes P (B 3), Q to 
K 3; as—Kt takes R, Q takes Kt; 25—Q takes B, Q tukes P, 
the game is about equal 

(ce) Missing an easy draw by K to Ktsq. It then 45—Kt to 
B 4, Q takes P; when the Black knight cannot be captured with 
ch, and if otherwise taken Black draws by perpetual check. 
Black should not, of course, have ventured to go to Kt 3, where 
the knight came into play with such effect. 

(f) This desperate resource was adopted possibly in the faint 
hope of getting a rawn to queen in spite of the inferiority of 
knight versus queen, But Black wasina hopeless position any- 
how, and it will be found has no real resource against the attack 
of White, who threatens much by Q to Kt 6 ch; &cs after oneor 
two waiting moves. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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HonGKONG. 


The Championship of the Hongkoug Chess 
Club has again changed hands, Mr. P.C. Souza, 
who defeated Colonel The O'Gorman about two 
months ago, baving in turn been defeated by the 
Hon. H. E. Pollock, the donor of the Champion- 
ship Cup. Four games were played, and play 
was very close in three of the games. The first 
resulted in a draw, the second was won by Mr. 
Pollock and the thicd by Mr. Souza. In the fourth 
and deciding game, Mr. Souza lost a knight by 
an unfortunate oversight when he was two pawns 
to the good with a strung position, The contest 
for Colonel The O’Gorman’s Handicap Cup has 
reached the semi final stage, the four players left 
in being Messes. C. A. M. de Jesus, P. C. Souza, 
H. M. Basto, and Colonel The O'Gorman, The 
draw is as follows :—De Jesus v. The O'Gorman ; 


P. C. Souza v. Basto. 


STEINITZ VERSUS LASKER. 


This match which was to have been played in 
Moscow next month has been postponed till the 
Autumn on account of the pending Coronation at 
the ancient capital of all the Russias. 


Chingtu, British steamer, 1,369, Engles, 16th 
April,—Hongkong 7th April, Sugat.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
16th April,—Hongkong 11th April, Mails and 
General.—H. Ahrens & Co., Nachf. 


Per British steamer Doric, from Hougkouy via 
pots :—Madame La Roux, 3 children and amah, 
Rev. W. ‘IT. Austen, and Mr. McMillan in cabin. 


DEPARTBD. 
Per American steamer City of Peking, for San 
. “tist Archi. | Francisco :—Messrs. E. W. Oliver, C. P. Tracy 

a Araneae Oe elk K. Unno, T. Matsumoto, W. Scott Potter, Albert 
April, Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific Nebelung, Eugene Nebelung, P, Favre, J. A. 
Railway Co. Campbell, and J. H. Scrogin in cabin. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, 17th Per British steamer Empress of China, tor 
April,—San Francisco goth March, Mails and Vancouver, B.C. :—Rev. G. E. Albrecht, Mrs. 
General.—P. M. S.S. Co. G. E. Albrecht, Miss Albrecht, Major Alt, Miss 

Moreton, British steamer, goo, Smith, 17th April, Arbuckle, Mis. N. E. Baylies, Mrs, Bennett, Lieut, 
—Australia 20th March, Ballast.—Dodwell,} Bertin, Lieut. Blanchon, Major Campbell, Mr, 
Carlill 8 Co. A. J. H. Caclill, Miss Daniels, Rev. Eakin, Mrs. 

Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 17th Eakin, Hon, M. W. Elphinstone, Mr. Ewing, 
April,—Hougkong vid ports, gth April, Mails Mrs. Ewing, Mr. G. Fenwick, Mr. V. Flipo, Miss 
and General:—O. & O. SS: Co. French, Mr. Gerlach, Mr. and Mrs. D. Gilmour, 

Cowrie, British steamer, 3,155, S. Parsons, 18th} Rev. and Mis, Graham and infant, Mr. R. M, 
Aptil, — Novorossisk, vid Kobe 16th April, Gray, Mrs. R. M. Gray, maid, and child, Miss 
Petroleum.—Samuel Samuel & Co. Huguenin, Captain Ingenohl, Rev, Cameron 

Energia, Britis steamer, 2,063, Saw, 18th April, Jotinson, Mr. P. Y¥. Kushibiki, Mr. Lacy and 
—London vid ports, General.—-Dodwell, Carlill | family, Captain Hon. Lascelles, Major Lloyd, Mrs. 
& Co. Lloyd, Masters Lloyd (2), Miss Mackenzie, Mr. 

H. Mandl, Mis. H. Mandl, Mr. D. J. Meldrum, 

Mr. Min, Mrs. Mortison, Mr. and Mis. Neale 

and child, Mr. G. J. Ore, Captain Owens, Hon. 

Justice Parker, Miss Plian, Sir John D. Poy uder, 

Mr. R. F. Rondel, Miss B. Routke, Mc. Shaw, 

Miss Kate Shaw, Earl Spencer, Countess Spencer, 


DEPARTURES. 
Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, roth 
April,—Hoopkong vid ports, Mails and Gene- 
ral.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 


Game -No. 470. 
A pretly encounter between two leaders at the 
Surrey and Hants match :— 
FRENCH DBFENCE. 











WHITE. BI.ACK. Cit Peking, r, 3,128, J. T. ; ; 
\ it: Blake: , Ps eco de he a anal hae pera maid and valet, Mr. E. Stein, Mr. W. Vou Uffel, 
= aoe pe < d » Dre. s, Mc. H,. W. Wickens, 
I a K 4 i A K 3 General.—P. M.S.S. Co. Pa ht a ae Lie H Ww Wickens 
2—-PwQ4 2—P to Q 4 Menelaus, British steamer, 2,465, Powell, rith| 7s fp sons ane lt. Kun ia cabin, ; 
3—0 Ki to BZ 3—K Ki to B 3 a ; of abs Per British steamer Canton, for London vid 
4—PtoK 5 4—K Kito Q2 April, —London via ports, General, —Butter field ports:—Mr. and Mis. Eaile and Mr. J. Altschul 
5—P to Bg 5—P to. QB4 Feces with steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque in cabin. 
6—P rakes P 6—Kt takes 13 P (a) T1th “Apiil —Hon sleeu y vedi "ports Mails and 
7—Ki to B 3 7—PwQR3 General.—P. & O.S.N. Co. CARGOES. 
is to Q se ae takes B ch, Asloun, British steamer, 1,620, Murray, rath Per British steamer Empress of China, for 
: fi Sidon ay 9—B to Kt § (b) April,— Hongkong vid ports, General, —Samuel | Vancouver, B,C. :— 
10—Castles oe takes KXt Samuel te :Co TRA. 
11—P takes B 11—Castles Em re Bee CHICAGU NSW YORE 
press of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, ink cae pe ; 
12—B to R3 ons to K sq. 3th April,—Hougkony vid ports, Mails and Oni ean: OER icoaee, Corte. oe 
a Sa Ska aes 13—P to B 4 General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. Hongkong ... 10 — aid 85 '5 to 
14—P takes P e.p. 14—Q takes P Cassius, German steamer, 1,830, Unruh, r3th| Calcutta ...... _ — _ ‘ ~ \ 
15—Q R to K sq. 1I5—Kt to B3 April,—Moji, Ballast.—M. Raspe & Co. , Yokohama... : ae = oe aa 8 
ie 5 ae Se ae Teenkat, British steamer, 3,016, G. W. Long, 16th Total..... 18 eet 5 es 86 15 619 
7 3 7 Q Kr4 April,—London vid ports, General.—W. M. SILK. 
18—P to O 4 18—R to R 2 Strachaw & Co. : NEW YORK. OTHER CITIES. TOTAL. 
1I9—R to Ki 3 19—Ktto Bg Pique (8), British cruiser, Captain H. C. Bigge, Shanghai .......c.ccec. ETE cceeee eee a iceeeeee O78 
20—~R to R 3 20—P to Kt 3 i6th Apsil,—Cheam!po. Vokohama ........556. 0 78 ee eee eee eee i pakesees 78 
aaa : Be EN . Ua : Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- lotal “ean ae ; ae 
a ak bald, 17th April,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and] - iis aera shee ois Eas eae 
23— 3 ew ; aa a 9 4. General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 
ae - KR 35—O to Kt fs Canton, British steamer, 3,171, A. G. Cubitt, LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
5 4 5 o R.N.R., 18th April,—London vid ports, Mails Sanaa Sy nee eee 
26—-P to Kt 5 26—Kt to Q 3 and General.—P. & O.S.N. Co. ie 
27—B takes Kt 27—R takes B IMPORTS. 
28—PtoR5 28—P takes P ; : Sig a 
29—P to BS 29—R to K B2 PASSENGERS. Market quiet all round. Yarns Demand has 
P to Kt6 P takes P ARRIVED. fallen away to small proportions. Grey Cloth— 
Jo R a Kt P ee : B Per British steamer Empress of India, from] Dull, some few enquiries for Shirtings, but without 
Oe ialees R a oRGsigua. Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Ames,} much real trade, Fancy Cottons and Woollens 


Miss M. C. Ames, Miss C. M. Ames, Mr. M. 
Baggallay, Mr. M. F. Burns, Mr. L. H. Cohen, 
Mr. P. A. Crosthwaite, Mr. J.C. Eaton, Me. J.S. 
Fearon, Mc. and Mrs, F.C. Fernald, Mr. George 
Fernald, Mr. Oscar Grafenburp, Mi. and Mrs. 
“‘W. Graham, Mr. J. A. Howes, Me. H. A. Macray, 
Mr. and Mis. C. Overbeck, Mr. and Mrs. B. H. 
Pearson, Mr. J. A.C. Poole, Mr. Crawford W. 
Powie, Mr. Reginald Prentice, Mc. and Mis. E. 
yaaa aa Miss Helen S. Quackenbush, Miss 

my W. Quackenbush, Miss Laura B. Quacken- 
bush, Mr. and Mrs. W.S. Root, Mrs. C. Richards, 


quite {tfeless. 
COTTON PLECIO GOODS, 
Pak rixnce, 
Licy Shictings—84tb, yh yds. qyinches $2.40 to 2.80 
Grey Shirtings—olb, 384 yds. gginches 2.70 to 3.25 
I. Clath—7)h, 2g yards, g2inches ....., 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shictings—12 yards, qyinches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Ansorted, a4 yards, soinches,, 200 t> 3.75 
Cotton—ltalians and Satteens Wack, ree YARD. 
92 TOCHES ... ec cee cee eee ee aeereeeeeeee cee O16 00 0.22 


(a) There is no hurry to make this capture. The pawn cannot 
be retained, so Kt toQ B 3 has advantages at the moment. 

(b) It ways against the principles to exchange the | owerful 
defensive B for the Kt, leaving the Q B of White free to operate 
by way of R 3. To this the loss of the game may, in fact, be 
largely attributed. 


In Praise or CuHEss. 


It is one of the characteritics of chess, that it 
takes firm root in every soil where it is once esta- 
blished. It found its keen and zealous votaries, 
not only in the splendid palaces of Chosroes, of 
Harun, and of Timur, but in the mde and primi- 


PER vince, 
Velvets—HHlack, 35 yards, azinches ... 8.40 to 40,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,, 0.75 to 0.90 
SurkeyReds—z.oto 2.4b, 24/25 yards, 


tive tents of the pastoral Calmuc, the roving | Mr. O. E. Smith, Mc. T. W. Styan, Mr. Geo. T. ZOINCHES vesevesecee ceceeseteereeenees 1.50 LO 1.65 

Tartar, and the Bedouin Arab. We are not aware] Veitch, Mr. R. Windisch, Mc. A. Sheffield, and | Tuckey Reds—2.8 to 3ib, 24/25 yards, ] 
of a single instance of any people, worthy of the| Mr. G. Clark in cabin. ; oo” fe 8 to 41h, 24/25 yards, i ads | 
name and designation, of human beings, that once| Per ‘British steamer Empress of China, from| Twitey Rede—s.8 to 4M, sais yates Vg 
got a kuowledge of this mimic warfare and after- Hongkong vid ports:—Rev. Mr. Buchanan avd] Turkey Reds—4.8 to stb, 24/25 yards, z 


wards either forgot or neglected so attractive an 
acguisition, From the luxurious court of Byzan- 
tium, to the sterile rocks of the Hebrides, ana the 
ice bound region of the Ultima Thule, the game 
appears to have spread with the tapidity of light, 


family, Mr. and Mrs. L. Von Loeper, Miss E. 
Caldwell, Mrs. M. Allan, Messrs. A. P. Pennell, L. 
Jephson, R.C. Hope, E. Striickmeyer, Michaelson, 
Moutague, W. H. Ray, A. R. A. Heath, F. P. 
Woodward, H. U. Jeffries, F. G. Harrington, C. 


2.7utoO 3.10 


WOOLLHENS., per vanp, 
Banned ..... cccsecceceeceeceeceeseeee erases. $0.30 bu 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches best 0.35 to o.4t 
Italian Cloth, 30 yasds, 32 inches 


32inches ....... 


and to have flourished with vigour, without ever| K, Harrington, Miss Watt, Miss Wilson, Mrs. Medium eae ane en % 30 to 0.32h 
losing ground, for nearly the space of a millen- J. H. Wilson and infant, Me. and Mrs. Budd, ahr Sense See erg 0.25 tw 0.274 
nium.—Staunton. Rev. H.S. Graham and family, Miss Eldiidge, : Pai 





Mowgsseline de I.aine—Crape, 24 yada, 
Bt Ih eB... ce cee cee eseceeeee cet eeeeeeees OtS§ lO U.22 
Cloths—Pilots, 54 @ 5G inches ......... 0.35 00.50 
Clothe—Presidents, 54 @ 56 inches ... 0.60 to 0.45 
Cloths —Union, §4 @ 56 inches ......... 0.40 (00.70 
Blanketa—Scarliet and Green, 3 to 5th, 
WOT TH oo. cn cee wee coe con cee nee cee see cee eee 





and Miss F. Eldridge in cabin; 3 passengers in 
second class, and one passenger in steerage. For 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Dr. J. F. Walls, Messrs. W. 
Von Uffel, W. H. Wicken, E. Stein, Mun Yun, 
D. Owens, D. H. Meldrum, A. E. H. Carlile, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. M. Gray and family, Mr. BH. 
Male and family, Rev. Mr. Acken and family, 
Miss N. Plian, Mrs. Bennett, Rev. W. H. Lacy 
and family, Miss Mackenzie, Miss French, Mr. 
aud Mrs. D. Gilmour, Rev. Cameron Johnston, 
and Miss N. C. Asbuckle in cabin 5 13 passengers 
in second class, and 4gt passengers in steerage. 
Per American steamer Peru, from San Fran- 
cisco :—Mr. and Mrs, J. Nikano, Mr. M, Yoshida, | yo5" 3/60, Gassed .. ccc, sssvessseeee 75.00 t0 80.00 
and Mr, R. Okamoto in cabin ; and 14 Japanese | Nos. 2'80, Gassed.cccssceses cess sees os 90.00 tO 95.00 
in steerage. Nos. 2/100, Gassed sicssssesssscssesseee ov EES.00 C0 125.00 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
SRE a URE RCE 


ARRIVALS. 


Canton, British steamer, 3,171, A. G. Cubitt, 
R.N.R., rth April,—London vid ports, Gene- 
ral.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Australia, German steamer, Barber, 12th April, 
—VTakao, Sugar.—H. Alnens & Co. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
13th April, — Vancouver, B.C., 30th March, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Trene, German steamer, 1,630, R. Schueder, 14th 
April, ~Hambury vid ports, and Hongkong 7th 
April, Genecal.—Simon, Evers & Co. 


0.60 tu 0.7§ 


COTTON YARIS, PER PICUL, 
Mos. 16/24, Singles we... cee sesseeereans $37-00 to 38.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles w..-cscserseres 40,00 tO 41.00 
Nos. 38/42, Singles Coe ese ret sae ces eee see eet 44.50 to 45-§0 
Nos. 32, Doubles ....ccccesccesseeee serene 00 tO 45.00 
Nos, 42, Doubles ......cccccereeeerereee §7:00 C0 48.50 
Nos. 2160, Plait... ccc cccreccscssccee res sesene J 

Nos, 2/Ro, Plain... cc... see ceeeseeeeseeeee » NOminal, 

Nog. 2/100, Plait ...ccesc-ccreedase sanseees 


Google = 
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NMMEALS. 


Rather more enquiry, but dealers offer much 
less than the price at which present stocks could 
be :eplaced fiom home. Artivals now are not so 
plentiful, and importers have considerable hopes 
of a better market in future. 

pat PICUL, 


Mlat Ware, 4g imech $3.20 to 3.25 
Plat Bars, bimeh 5.25 to 3.40 
Rownd and squace up te Qineh 0... 3.20 to 3.30 
tron Plates, assorted ......... 3.40 to 3.50 
Sheet Iron se see eee teeees cesssstecesene G60 tO 4.70 
Galvanized Iron sheets ........0............ 8.50 to 9.60 
Wire Nails, assorted .......0000., 5.50 to §.60 
liu Plates, per box 5.30 to 5-40 
Pigg Team, Ma. ccc cee cee cee cee cee cee cee. 1.60 to 1.65 
IMR SLE, 


Market unchanged. Buyers filling their ab- 
solute requirements at quotations, Holders stiong 
and inclined to ask moce money on the report of 
a fresh stoppage of the output in Russia. 

American ...... 00. ee cee cee eee seeseeees $2.05 10 2.20 

Rumsian oo... cece ees 2.10 to 2.15 

CRG PURE vessicisidiaiecd ivpssdardeidcisvec - 

SUGAR, 

Brown—Quiet, with prices lower for China sorts, 
Formosa bas arrived in large quantities, part only 
being sold, and the market for this is nominal at 
quotations. White—Uschanged, with not many 


sales just now. 
oe FEM PICUL, 


Brown Takao .....0....... . $4.50 to 4.60 
Brown Manila ........0 0.0... ..0.0005. 4.90 to §.20 
Brown Daitony (New) .......... ...... 3.80 to 3.90 
Brown Canton 00... 2 cece eee 3.70 to 4.80 
White Java and Penang .................. 6.70 to 6.80 


White Refined ......... 6 35 to 9.30 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


There is a better feeling in this market anda 
moderate business from day to day. A few 
parcels of Filatures, favourite chops, are said to 
have been sold at a small advance in price, but the 
majority of quotations are unchanged. Japanese 
have already commenced to circulate tumours 
about “scarcity of leaf!” and bad growth of the 
Mulberry trees this spring! But we imagine the 
tune would soon be changed if they. could move 
freely the heavy incumbrance of stock. which now 
afflicts them, 

QUOTATIONS.—-(NEW SILK.) 
Filatures—Mxtra g't8, tu/ia den,.,.Nom. 
Filatures—lixtra 13/25, 14/16 den...Nom. 
Filatures—No. , 10/13 deniein.........006 $740 tO 750 
Filatures—No. 0, 13/15, 14/16 den......... 665 to 675 
Filaturesm~-No. 14, to/t4 deniers ............ 680 to 700 
FilaturesNo. 14, 13/16, s4/tzeden. 0... 635 to 645 
Filatures—No. 2, 10/15 deniers..........006046 640 tO 650 
Filatures—No. 2, ty/t8 deniers... .....00... 610 to 620 
Re-reelsa—No, 6, 63/15, t4/t6dlen....Nom, 630 


Re-reelsa—No, 4, 04/06, 1g/t7 deniers... ... 610 to 620 
Re-reela—No. 2, 04jth deniers .......c00.0. §80 tO §90 
Re-reels—No, 2), 14a denicrs .......... 570 to $75 
Re-reels—No. 3, eg/au sleniers... .. Nom. 550 to 560 
Kakedas—lixtea oo... eee, Nom. — 
Kakedas—-No.i 0... eee. Nom. _ 


Kakedas—No. t( ccc sec cce cee cee cee cee es 
Kakedas—No. 2... eee seseseseseses 000 to 610 
Kanedas—No. 24.......... ee seseres 590 CO 595 


WASTE SILK. 
Market has relapsed into the doldrums. 
nominally unchanged: Stock 7,800 piculs. 
QUOTATIONS.——(NEW WASTE.) 


cesses 620 to 625 


Prices 


Noshi—Filature, Best .........cccscsee eee ee $105 ¢O 810 
NoshiFilature, Good ... 0... ccc cee seeeee 100 £0 105 
NoshimOshu, Best... ...... ccc secceseeeceeeee CFO C0 295 
NoshimOshit, Good ......-..ceseseseseesee ees 105 C0 F10 
Noshi—Oshu, Medium ... m ve $00 to 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best 00.0.0... 00... ccc ee ene ~ 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good w.........c eee 55 to 65 
Noshi—Bushu, Best 00.0.0... ccc seers 105 to 110 
Noshi—Busha, Good sestesceessesseses Q5 !0 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium..............0u008. 90 to gz} 
Noshi—Joshu, Good wo... eee 60 to 65 
NoshimJosbu, Fair wc. eee §5 tO 574 
Kibisu—Vilature, West .....0... cere = 85 to QO 
KibisomFilature, Seconds ................. 7§ to 80 

TEA. 


Nothing doing; market closed. ‘Total settle- 
ments for the expiring season are 232,500 piculs 
against 229,000 last year. Advance musters of 
new leaf are late this spring. 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, 13th April, 1896. 

We have to report a rise in Straits. There were 
buyers on the rth instant at $27.50, at which rate 
this port was a seller. To-day $28.50 has been 
offered for local shares, and this offer has been 
accepted. Douglasses have improved their posi- 
tion, the market having been for some time past 
very weak. On the itth, a spontaneous demand 
set in, sesulting in business. locally to the Colony 
at $51. Humphreys Estatesand Raub Mines have 
heen purchased from Hongkong, the former at 
$9.75 and the latter at present market quotations, 

Local shares are all in demand, quotations being 
unchanged, Offers of Grand Hotels are wanted. 


Yokohama, April 14th, 

There is little or no change in the China share 
market, Easter holidays having interfered with 
business. We omitted to report that it was cur- 
rently kuown locally a few days since, that Punjom 
Mines have boomed to $13. This rise must have 
been due to a wire received by the Manager of 
the Company in Hongkong, stating that the 
Cyanide process at the Mines was started on the 
2nd instant. On the 4th instant, shares changed 
hands at $11 in Hongkong, and on the 7th instant, 
at $14—the latter quotation being wired to us 
from Hongkong. 

H. & K. Wharfs have been placed locally from 
Hongkong to-day at $47.50 and Douglasses have 
again been sold to the Colony to-day at $51. 

Japan Breweries have changed hands, shares 
being imported from an outport, at $145 and 
lucally at $150. Guiand Hotels are now wanted at 
$148-$147 having failed to fetch shares. 

Yokohama, April 1sth. 

Grand Hotels are wanted locally at $148, Club 
Hotels at $130, Icon Works at $150, Bretts at $6, 
and Debentures of all kinds at quotations. 

Yokohama, April 17th. 

Mail advices from Hongkong, with dates to 
the 16th inst., report the following changes in the 
share matket. China Traders have improved 
from $78.50 to $80; Straits $27 to $28; China 
Mutual Preference £8.10 to £8.15; Ordinary 
£10 paid up from £7.10 to £7.15 ; Punjoms $8.75 
'o $13.25, closing weale at $12; Punjom Preference 
$2.40 to $3.10 but resuming their old rate at the 
close; Jelebus $3 to $3.75; Raubs $5.50 to $5.75; 
H. & W. Docks 175 per cenl, to 178 per cent.; H. 
& K. Wharfs $47 to $47.50; New Amoy Docks 
$10 to $10.25; Hongkong Hotels $24.50 to $25, 
and Dairy Farms from $3 to $5. The following, 
however, have weakened their position :—Doug- 
lasses from $52 to $51; Hongkong lands $73.50 
to $73 and Green Islands from $16.50 to $16. 

Forward sales only comprise Steamboats at 
$34.50 for April; $34.75 for May, $35 for June 
and.$35.50 for July. 

Rumows to the effect that there is a prospect 
of the Balmoral Gold Mining Company, Limited, 
being sold to a London Syndicate, have enhanced 
the value of shares. The Raub Mining Co. will 
pay a dividend at the rate of 6d. per share. It is 
rumoured that the earnings of the Company 
amount to a solid sum, but shares are nol as strong 
as they would be were it wot for a rumour to the 
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effect that the Directors will tecommend the em- 
ployment of a large sum, £400,000 it is said, to- 
ward) purchase necessary implements fur the 
better working of the Mines, for 80 heads of 
Stamps, and for electric installation, As this 
might mean a call of 5 shillings within 4 months, 
shares weakened. With an enormously increas- 
ed power it is only natural to assume big divid- 
ends are in store for the future. The Directors of 
the Daisy Farm Company, Limited. have called 
a meeting, which was to be held on the rth inst, 
for the purpose of obtaining shareholders’ views 
as to the advisability of winding up the Company 
and reconstructing it, or of liquidating the concern. 
The result of the meeting has not so far been re- 
ported. 

Punjoms have been placed from the South to- 
day at $13,25, at which rate shares are in demand 
locally, 

In addition to the various stocks wanted locally, 
H. & S. Banks are also in demand -at-190 per 
cent. premium. 

We tepret to note a printer’s error in our report 
of the r§th inst., in which Club Hotels were report- 
ed an being in-demand at $130—$60 was meant. 





EXCHANGE. 
Rates have again fluctuated, though not to a 
great extent, the dcop early in the week having 
been recovered in the last two days. 


Ster-ing—Bank TT. oi. ccc cee ccs con eee 
Bills on demand.,..... 
4 months’ sight 006 
Private 4 months’ sight...... 
6 months’ sight...... 
Patis—Bank sight .......scccscssese 2:78 
T.yong—Private 4 months’ sight... 2.83 
longkong—Bank sight...,..par to $°/,d. 
Private rodays'sight. 1°/, d. 
Shanghai—Bank sight ........000. 72 to} 
Private 10 days’ sight... 73 
India—Bank sight ...,..sseccesseece 187 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 189 
America—Bank Bills on demand.. 53} to# 
Private 4.1nonths’ sight 5521056 
(sermany—Bank sight ......sece00 2.85 
Private 4 months’ sight...2.29to$ 
Silver (London) .......ccccescecceese ZOF5 
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To cleanse, purify, and beautify the skin, scalp, and hair, to allay itch- 

Ing and irritation, to heal chafings, excorilations, and ulcerative weaknesses, 

to. speedily cure the first symptoms of torturing, disfiguring skin and scalp 

humors, nothing so pure, so sweet, so wholesome, so speedily effective as 

warm baths with CUTICURA SOAP, gentle applications of CUTICURA 
(ointment), and mild doses of CUTICURA RESOLVENT. 

Sold throughout the world. cP ot Bore Oa re Sons, 1, King Edward-ct., London. Porrsr Davo 
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ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. 
CAUTION ! 


Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON warn 
their customers again’t the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 
nasty, and from a hygienic point of view 
their use is to be strongly deprecated. 


ATKINSON'S “NATURAL” PERFUMES 


are made from flowers, and possess all their 
natural fresh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
passed either in delicacy or streng 


ATKINSON'S “WHITE ROSE.” 
A charming Scent.” —H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 


J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond Street, London. 








Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 






Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and A BC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


|S enatat he suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘“‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 
Sir Samugt Baxer,in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu- 


taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘'| ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 





medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In] 
short time I had many igo to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of altkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T, Cooper, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—* I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothin 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘‘stock,”’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
orld May rst, Tigo 


THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE Di? 


in Boox Form. 


HE “ Proceedings” include EPITOMISED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of 


the Session. 
PRICE Sil. 


To be obtained at the Otfice o( the Fapan 
Mail, No. 51, Main Street. 


Digitized by Cox gle 











ILKMATD 


CONDENSED MILK 


he ‘“‘ Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 








4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 


In the process of manufacture nothing but 
q water is removed, nothing but the best 
refinec sugar added. 


Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘“‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 


zze| The Physician’s Cure 
~ai for Gout, Rheumatio 
| Gout and Gravel; the 
| safest and most gentle 
‘| Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sich 
ness of Pregnancy. 


The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 


DINNEFORDS 
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Apollinaris 


“TUE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 








“Incomparable in Popularity as 


in Purity.”—sRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTBREIMLD & 
YOKOHAMA. 


SWinREk, 
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And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 





FINEST AND GHEAPEST 
e MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 
Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 


Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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DEATHS. 


At Prince’s Bay, S.]., N.Y., March 12, 1896, Captain 
Ropert KrrBy, in his 8oth year; formerly of North 
Shields, England. 


At Tokyo, on Saturday, April 18th, at 8.30 p.m., 

Mrs. M. T. I'Rug, of the 'suno Hazu Sanitarium. 
MARRIAGE. 

Evans-THoMAS —On April a3rd, at Trinity (ethedral, 
Tokyo, by the Rev. J. M. francis, 'B.D., assisted by the 
Rev EE. R. Woodman, Lena, youngest daughter of 
Captain Joseph !homas, to the Rev. CHARLES HoSKINS 
Evans of Boston, Mass., U.5.A. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tue deaths are announced of M. Leon Say and 
Baron Hirsch. 
Tue Irish Land Bill has been introduced in 
the House of Commons. 





Mr. Kato Masvo has been appointed Secretary 
of the Japanese Legation in Sul. 


Mr. Sonopa Kokicut, President of the Yoko- 
hama Specie Bank, leaves for England on the 
16th May. . 
Tux sealers along the Japan coast are reporting 
poor catches this year. Already four boats’ 





crews have drifted away from their vessels, and, 
after sustaining severe privations, have reached 
the Japanese coasts. 


H.1.H. tHe Crown Prince, who has been staying 
at Numazu for some time, returns to Tokyo on 
the 26th inst. 


Tue officers appointed to bring home the Fuji 
left by the Jsumi Maru on the 18th inst. tor 
England. —_——— 


Tue Imperial Garden Party, to view the cherry- 


blossoms, was given in very fine weather on 
Thursday. —_—— 





An entfenlé has been established between Japan 
and Russia tor the preservation of order in 


7% | Korea. 


A VERY enjoyable “at home ” was given by the 
Captain and officers of H.M.S. £dgar on 
Saturday, ——_— 

Tue Athletic sports of the Y.C. and A.C. will 
take place on Saturday next, the entries closing 
on the agth April. 
Tue Spring meeting of the Nippon Race Club 


will begin on Wednesday. Everything promises 
a most successful gathering. 





THE first consignment of new season’s teas will 
leave for San Francisco on the P.M. steamer 
China, sailing on the 26th inst. 





Tue Tokyo Musical and Dramatic Association 
gave their inilial performance in the hall of the 
Sho-rei-kai on Thursday evening. 


Tue Russian man-of-war Rur#k, one of the 
largest cruisers afloat, has arrived at Nagasaki, 
in company with the Déiméftri Donskoi. 


Tue Commissioner of Customs at Yokohama 
and Mrs. Okoshi give an ‘at home” at the 
Customs House on Tuesday next, 


Fire broke out at Kamezawacho, Honjo, Tokyo, 
on the 17th instant, destroying 18 houses and 
one shed, 9 others being damaged. 


Marquis YAMAGATA has left New York for Paris. 
Prince Fushimi has arrived at the latter capital, 
and Li Hung-chang is approaching Port Said. 


Tue Japanese tea dealers at Yokohama will give 
a banquet to the foreign tea merchantson the 29th 
inst, at the Maple Hall, Shiba Park, Tokyo. 


T.I.M. the Emperor and Empress have granted 
yen 1,200 for the relief of sufferers in the great 
conflagration at Katsuyama, Ono District, Fukui 
Prefecture. 


Tue King of Korea has stopped Prince Wi- 
hwa’s allowance, and the young vobleman is 
now obtaining pecuniary aid from Japanese 
friends. _ —_——_- 

Mr. Hosut Tory, it is said, will shortly be ap- 
pointed Japanese Minister to the United States, 
Mr. Kurino, at present at Washington, being 
accredited to Italy. 





Crosexy following on the appointment of Count 
Itagaki to the Home Office come the bestowal 
of decorations on local governors for services 
given during the China-Japan war. 





|} THR natives in the Northern Transvaal are rest- 
less and a rising is feared. A Zitmes telegram 
from Johannesburg published in London on 
April 18th, states that the Transvaal is arming 
to the teeth. 


Tue 1st Battalion Middlesex Regiment (27th 
Foot) and a detachment of Mounted Infantry 
are going to the Cape, the authorities having 
resolved to increase the permanent garrison at 
the Cape. SSE 

SIXTREN more British officers are to start for 
Egypt at once. A despatch from Cairo states 


Google 


that the forces under Osman Digna have been 
reinforced, Stevani’s column has recently ar- 
rived at Kassala with supplies, and has been 
ordered to remain temporarily. 


Tue Hon. G.N. Curzon, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary for Foreign Affairs, replying to Mr. Labou- 
chere, stated that if it was necessary to employ 
British troops beyond Wady Halfa, the cost 
would be a matter for discussion between Eng- 
land and Egypt. 


Tue French Representative intimated to the 
Foreign Department on the 16th inst. that Mr, 
A. Klobukowski, French Consul-General at 
Yokohama, has been appointed to the French 
Consulate-General at Calcutta, his successor 
being Mr. Pemnet, French Consol at Bombay, 
who is expected to arrive at Yokohama by the 
end of May. M. Andié has been appointed a 
Student Interpreter in the French Legation. 


A Times telegram from Washington states that 
the Venezuelan question remains in a danger- 
Ous stage, the effect of the British Bluebook 
having proved far less favourable than was ex- 
pected. The despatch also adds that negoti- 
ations are ata standstill between Great Britain 
and the United States. 


A TELEGRAPHIC despatch from the Cape, states 
that fourteen thousand Matabeles, now within 
three miles of Buluwayo, threaten to attack 
that place, which is defended by a force of 
about six hundred. The defenders are con- 
fident of holding their position. The main 
body of the Matabele are seeking to cut the 
communication between Buluwayo with the 


South and to effect a junction of the whole of 


the Matabele at the Matoppo Hills. 


In the Import trade there is no improvement to 
note, Textiles generally being very quiet with 
but little doing in Yarns. Some sales of Shirt- 
ings have been made for future delivery, but 
Fancy Cottons and Woollens are very dull, 
There has been more enquiry in the Metal 
market and there is a better feeling in the trade, 
but the situation is much as reported last week, 
present cost being above quotations. Owners, 
consequently, areinclined tohold on. As indi- 
cated last week, a demand for Kerosene has 
induced a hardening of prices, and present 
conditions are more likely to accentuate than 
otherwise, the amount of Oil in Japanese hands 
being next to nothing. There has been a fair 
amount of business in Sugar, Browns being 
generally somewhat easier, though Formosa 
sorts have commanded full rates both for 
“spot” and ‘to arrive.” White kinds are in 
more request at an advance for Java, and 
holders of Refined are strong. There has 
been a moderate daily business in the prin- 
cipal Export, and fine-sized Silk has fetched 
more money, but holders immediately damped 
the ardour of buyers by clapping on the price. 
In the full-sizes something has been dune at re- 
cent quotations, said to be the operation of a 
local speculator. There is still a lot of Silk to 
be sold or carried over on top of the new crop. 
There hus been a good demand for Waste Silk, 
and the assortment is now beginning to lack 
variety in good parcels, In the Tea trade there 
is nothing worth mention. The hand musters 
shown round look very nice, but nothing posi- 
tive can be said as to quantity or quality, though 
the weather has been more favourable to steady 
growth—which means strength of ‘‘cup “—than 
in some recent years, and quality is expected to 
be a feature this year in most districts. Silver 
has been rematkably steady during the week, 
with the result that rates of exchange have 
remained unaltered. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEER. 
——_——_o>___—__ — 

The excitement caused by the entry of Count 
Itagaki into the Cabinet still influences the writ- 
ing of the vernacular press. Nota day passes 
without a leader or editorial note on the subject. 
Attention is now chiefly directed to the questions 
whether the Count can succeed in maintaining 
order in the Home Department, notorious as it 
is for the arbitrary independence of subordinates ; 
whether the Local Governors will quietly obey 
the commands of the ex- Leader of the Liberals ; 
and, above all, whether the enforced admission 
of the Count into the Cabinet will not ultimately 
create a collision between him and his new col- 
leagues. Governors credited with notably ob- 
durate vertebra are those of Kumamoto and 
Kyoto, and it is curious to observe that while the 
latter is rumoured to have sent in his resigna- 
lion, the Liberals in Kumatoto, where they 
are thrown into the shade by the overwhelming 
majority of the National Unionists, are said 
to have started an agitation to have the 
Governor removed, as he is supposed to be 
partial to their rivals. With regard to the last 
point, the Fz77 gives what seems to us a very 
fair explanation of the situation, It observes 
that a conflict of ideas between the new Home 
Minister and the other members of the Cabinet 
is not likely to occur, It is true that the rivalry 
between the Government and the Liberals was 
long and bitter. It was not actuated by selfish 
motives, however, but by a laudable desire to 
promote the interests of the country. Therefore 
when once the partition separating the two was 
broken down, as it has been, and when both 
sides determined to go hand in hand in ad- 
ministrating the affairs of the State, the absence 
of any cause of dissension became virtually 
assured. Moreover, Count Itagaki is one of the 
‘builders ” of the new regimen, and his entry 
into the Cabinet being, as it were, a return to his 
old home, there is no reason whatever to object to 
his participation in administrative affairs. The 
politicsof Japan have undergone considerable 
changes during the last two decades, and asthe 
Liberals are no longer committed to the extreme 
views that formerly distinguished them, the 
Government has grown correspondingly mag- 
nanimous towards political parties. There- 

. fore the yielding of one or two points by the 
Government and the Liberals will suffice to pre- 
serve cordiality of relations. 


r. Jameson of the Transvaal complication is 





count Miura, Japan’s former Representative to 
Korea. The popularity that the gallant English- 
man is enjoying among his countrymen fur. 
nishes a theme tothe Mainichi. It says that if 
partiality towards everything nationai may be 
considered a proof of patriotism, then the Eng- 
lish people must be the most patriotic in the 
world. Japan comes far below England in this 
respect, for she did not grow indignant over the 
retrocession of the Liaotung Peninsula, and does 
not seem much concerned though the prac- 
tical benefits of the Treaty of Peace are 
atill very far from being realized. The Mas- 
niché surmises that the Japanese people attach 
too much value to impartiality, and urges them 
to abandon that habit of mind, and be partial 
as Englishmen are. The hypocritical mien 
that Japanese statesmen and Japanese people 
_ assume is highly detrimental to the national in- 
: terests and the national rights. 
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The Chugat Shogyo is satisfied with the ap- 
propriation granted by the Diet last session for 
the purposes of the Second Domestic Fishery 
Exhibition. The first was held thirteen years 
ago. Compared with the great length of the em- 
pire’s coast line, the fishing industry of Japan is 
still in a very backward state. In 1894, the total 
catch amounted to 19,760,000 yen, and the 
marine products aggregated 18,460,000 yen ; a 
grand total of 38,220,000 yen. The annual ex- 
port of marine products during the 5 years end- 
ing 1894, did not average more than 4,200,000 
yen, a very trifling amount considering the cir- 


Japan. 








and Japanese men-of- war. 


of commodities caused 


compared by the vernacular papers to Vis- 


cumstances of the country. Fishery, therefore, 
Stands in need of radical- improvements. 


* 
+ * 


The Fi7# wishes to call the attention of the 
Government and the public to the advisability 
of increasing the salaries of officers and men on 
board Japanese men-of-war. Our contemporary 
compares the rates of pay of naval and military 
folk in other countries with those granted in 
Here are the tables :— 
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Engineer .0.......cesceeceeceseneees 137...880... S40. 0. ee 
rst Warrant-Officer ....00...... ST ice en 255...240.4. = ee 
xst class Marine ...... Sicsceiises 32.4988... 76.0220... — ... 
Field Marshal and Admiral 

OF the Fleet cccccccecceeceeee oes 1,825 ., —...6 em _ 
Captains. siccicscdesss. & seeateese 6023... = ...9,499...— _ — 
Lieutenant cic..c.csccecscccseneee BSS.c. moe 896... _ 
Lieut.-General and  Vicee 

Admiral see ae nee eeneeseeeeeeredces — ~r~ ooo = 14,9000 ...4,000 
Lieuw'.General and =  Rear- 

Admiral .......cccocccscscvesecees — ai —_ +00 32T §0...3,300 
Coloveland(a:tain  ...... i ce ne On 89 9G 2- 12490 
Major and Commander ...... —~ aa ee weee¥gBS2...1,277 
Captain and i ieutenant ,,.... — _- A. _ 708... 876 
Sub-Lieutenant seeeetcavoeesene oo ee ee oe see 396... 450 


The Fi contends that though the cost of 


living is higher in Europe and America than in 


Japan, the difference is practically ni] in the 
case of foreign men-of war stationed in the East 
For the latter are 
often despatched abroad and are obliged, even 
when cruising in Japanese waters, to pay high 
prices, owing to the not unfrequent appreciaticn 
in a small sea-port 
town by the entry of a man-of-war. More 
over, foreign naval officers receive, over and 
above their fixed salary, large sums by way 
of allowances, and even contrive to pay their 
mess expenses and defray other outlays by the 
commissions that they obtain in purchasing 
necessaries for their ships, whereas the strict 
forbearance of Japanese officers from such 
transactions makes their position still more dif- 
ficult compared with that of foreign officers. 
There is a considerable difference between the 
Army and Navy in respect of difficulty of train- 
ing, gravily of responsibility, and the strain to 
which naval duties subject officers atsea. When 
these points are duly taken into account, the 
Fiji is constrained to hold that the pay now 
allowed to Japanese naval officers is too low. 
It apprehends that the Navy, under existing 
conditions, may not attract men of ability, and 
that the Government will one day find itself 
confronted by the serious embarrassment of 
lacking officers and men to man the country’s 
war-vessels, steadily increasing in number year 
by year. 


Count Mutsa, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, must have been edified by an article that 
the Kokumin specially addressed to His Excel- 
lency. It was highly complimentary. That 
versalile journal credits the Count with virtually 
holding the helm of State. The apparent stability 
that the Ito Cabinet now enjoys is principally 
due to the alliance cemented between it and the 
powerful Liberals, and it was-Couni Mutsu that 
contrived that alliance. It was he that, from 
the beginning of 1893, held the Liberals under 
his spell, and directed them in this way or in 
that, showing now a firm front, now a yielding, 
just as a skilled rider guides the movements of 
arestive horse. The result was that the Liberals, 
at one time an unbroken steed of fiery temper, 
were brought into training and became as 
docile and tractable as an ass. The work of 
breaking in the ‘wild Liberals” having been 
completed through the Count’s tools, first Mr. 
Hoshi, and then, as that gentleman’s influence 
with the party began to wane, Messrs. Hayashi, 
Matsuda, and Kono, and the Government hav- 


‘ing emerged triumphant from the crucial ordeal 


of last Session, the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
next turned his attention to bringing another 
kind of ‘‘wild horse” under his irresistible 
spell. The statesmen generally termed the 
‘military party,” thatis to say, the Satsuma men, 
have never been favourably disposed towards 
the Count and the Liberals. Yet he, now cajol- 
ing, now threatening, so deftly managed these 
personages that he finally succeeded in muz- 
zling them, and making them silently look on 
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while the Liberal leader entered the Cabinet. 
Thus the long-cherished idea of the Count hag 
been successfully consummated and his fame 
has reached its zenith. The Kokumin, however, 
cannot bring itself to serve up this complimen- 
lary comment without some bitter seasoning 
and without some struggle to preserve its own 
consistency, It emphatically condemns the 
conduct of the same statesman in his capacity 
of Foreign Minister, declares that his career in 
that field is full of blunders; accuses him of 
lacking firmness, pronounces him incapable of 
far-reaching projects, and judges him not 
shrewd enough to comprehend all the bearings 
of any large question. The article concludes 
with the kind advice that if the Count really 
consults his own interest it will be better for 
him to leave the Cabinet while his influence in 
it Is still paramount, Otherwise he will be 
condemned to bear the brunt of the public 
accusations and complaints that will surely be 
vehemently and strongly preferred so soon as 
the Cabinet and its allies the Liberals stumble 
over some obstacle, which contingency the 
Kokumin confidently anticipates at no very dis- 
tant date. 
® 
. « 

The Zokyo Shimbun undertakes to refute the 
comparision that the Opposition Journals have 
recently drawn ad nauseam between Japan and 
Italy in the matter of national finance, and 
to discredit their prediction that, in a few years, 
Japan's finances will be thrown into just such 
confusion as those of Italy now exhibit. That 
prophesy has been solemnly inserted in the 
manifesto issued by the Progressive Parity. The 
Liberal Organ gives two comparative tables, one 
setting forth the tradal conditions of the two 
countries; the other showing their State Ex- 
penditures and Revenues. From the first table 
itis found that, during the five years ending 
1891, while jn Japan the imports exceeded the 
exports in one year only, in Italy the balance 
was invarably unfavourable. The ratio of 
State receipts and disbursements in the two 
countries also displays similar discrepancy, 
for whereas in Italy, during the seven 
years ending 1892-93, the expenditure exceeded 
the revenue in four years, in Japan the re- 
venue has always exceeded the expenditure dur- 
ing the last ten years. The fact is that the 
Japanese people can bear their public burdens 
more easily than the Italians, and it is apparent 
that, even if one or two new taxes be imposed 
in Japan, the people's resources are sufficient 
to meet the strain without hardship. When all 
the important programmes elaborated in the 
sequel of the War, as navigation, shipbuilding, 
and so forth, come to bear fruit, and when com- 
merce and industry show more activity, it is 
plain that Japan’s exports will be far larger 
than they are to-day. Moreover, the new domi- 
nion of Formosa will, in a few years, prove a 
source of considerable revenue to the Treasury. 


* 
* * 


The recently circulated report that a certain 
American syndicate has succeeded in obtaining 
a concession from the Korean Government for 
laying a railway between Ninsen and Sdul, has 
stirred the umbrage of the Mainichi, which 
declares that, as Japan possesses the right of 
prescription in this affair, she ought to make 
representations to the Korean Government and 
compel the latter to give the contract to her 
people before any others. Inthe year before 
last, while the war between Japan and China 
was still at its height, the Japanese Govern- 
ment sent one of its railway experts to Korea 
and with the consent of the Korean Go- 
vernment, caused him to survey the route be- 
tween the capital and Ninsen. In the sequel, 
a contract was concluded between the two Go- 
vernments. It transpired, however, that the 
Korean’ Government contemplated giving the 
concession to a certain English gentleman in 
consideration ofa sum of money that he under- 
took to lend to. the impecunigus Kingdom, 
The negotiations about this financial trans- 
action ended in’a fiasco, and Japan was con- 
sequently left in sole possession of the right. 
From one cause or other, the Japanese Govern- 
ment did not proceed to carry into practice the 
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provisions of the contract, and more than a year 
has elapsed since that time. None the less the 
contract, not having been annulled, remains as 
valid as ever, and by it the prescriptive right of 
Japan in the matter of constructing a railway 
between the two places is established. If, there- 
fore, Japan is resolved to undertake the work 
of construction, it goes without saying that she 
has an unquestionable title to secure exactly the 
same privileges as the American syndicate is 
said to have secured. The Jfainichi con- 
temptuously asks wheter the Government has 
spirit enough to prefer such a demand. 


= 
* * 


The Zokyo Shimbun wonders why the Op- 
position should show such excessive sensi- 
tiveness abont everything connected, either 
directly or indirectly, with the foreign policy of 
the Empire. Their nerves are so highly strung 
in that respect that what is really no larger 
than a pin assumes, in their eyes, the dime 
sions of a beam. The last piece of ne 
from S6éul, that the Korean Government has 
despatched Séng Ki-un to Russia, with the 
primary object of borrowing a sum of money, 
affords fresh fuel to set the Opposition’s brains 
seething. The thing is supremely silly. In 
point of fact, so far as the Liberal Organ can 
gather, Japan and Russia are approaching each 
other in a cordial spirit of entenée, and it would 
seem that the two Powers have agreed to main- 
tain the independence of Korea by their com- 
bined efforts. In other words, as everything 
pertaining to Korea is to be settled by the two 
empires in conference, neither can make any 
arbitrary move. Itis, therefore, plainly impos- 
sible that the Korean Government should des- 
patch a special messenger to St. Petersburg for 
the alleged purpose of borrowing money, even 
supposing that Government inclined to do so. 
The Zokyo Shimbun advises the Opposition to 
be more cautious and to discuss matters of fo- 
reign policy in a larger spirit. 


* 
* * 


Doubtless the curious assertion made by the 
Fomiurt with regard to demanding an in- 
demnily from Korea on account of the Japan- 
ese subjects killed by Korean insurgents was 
among the causes that moved the Zofyo Shim- 
bun to pen the above article. The Vomiurs 
said that, since the Korean Government, even if 
forced to promise a payment of 5,000 yen for 
each Pg beara assassinated, could not be ex- 
pected to fulfil the engagement, it must be 
required to pledge some tangible object. Th 


Sreapation ol Rory tamilton:Dy Jspan pending ‘certaining one of the most childish of all the 


Korea’s payment of the indemnity, was recom- 
mended by the Fomiurs, in consideration of 
the rumour that Korea intended to obtain a loan 
of 8 million yen from Russia on the security of 
Han-w6n-do. a“ * 


As to the agreement between Japan and 
Russia, the Kokumin, supposing the rumour 
about it to be well-founded, construes it as 
might have been expected from such a 
journal. It avers that the conclusion of any 
agreement of the kind simply constitutes a 
proof of the time-serving tendency of the Ito 
Cabinet in matters of foreign policy. The re- 
cent condition of Korea shows that the Penin- 
sula is practically under the protection of 
Russia. Japan’s influence in the country has 
entirely disappeared in consequence of the 
affair of Feb. 11, and any pretensions that she 
may advance arereallyempty. Ifshe has spirit 
to act like a man, she ought not to hanker after 
the influence that she once enjoyed, but re- 
cognising the reality, should lay aside her 
shadowy claims. Any attempt to preserve 
even the semblance of her former power, with 
the object of keeping up a specious show to- 
wards the public must be denounced as a 
time-serving policy. Even supposing that a 
compact of delusive appearance can be conclud- 
ed with Russia, it could not be depended upon, 
for Russia can break it at any time. 
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The Rev. Alfred Gurney Goldsinith, seamen’s 
chaplain at Hongkong, has been appuinted vicar 
of Appledore, North Devon—patron, the Vicar of 
Northam, Bideford, 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


THE YEKOCIN,... 
FAMILIAR to nearly all visitors to Japan is the 
Yeko-in, principally on account of the great 
seiyenaual wrestiing-matches held. on the 
ground, But few are acqualnted with the fact 
that the Yeko-in is the oldest monastery in the 
metropolis, having been originally built in a.p. 
656 (3rd year of the Meireki period), in com- 
memoration of the great fire which, in that year, 
devastated the city, no less than 108,000 people 
perishing in the flames. The monastery was 
at one time in a most prosperous condition, 
due in part to the number of booths, raree- 
shows, etc., which were permitted to rent part 


of the ground, very much as is the case in the 
4 Asakusa temple-park at the present day. The 


prosperity enjoined by the Yeko-in,was shared by 
the whole vicinity, especially the neighbourhood 
of the historic Ryogoku Bridge. After the shows 
had been closed and exhibitions of any sort 
except wrestling forbidden, a school was 
opened on the ancient site. This establish- 
ment did not, however, meet with popular fa- 
vour, and the Yeko-in has, in consequence, 
been going steadily from bad to worse. The 
Honjo residents are now agitating for the re- 
moval of the school and the opening of a 
private park in the former monastery grounds. 


They hold that any prosperity connected with 


the park will be beneficial to themselves and 
all dwellers in that district. Mr. Murota, 
Chief of the Honjo Police, has given his hearty 


consent to the proposal, which will shortly be 


carried oul. 


” THE _TBENRI-KYO'S DEFRAT. 
owarps the end of last month some adherents 
f the Tenri sect held a meeting in Fukushima 
Prefecture for the purpose of discussing some 
f the moot points of their creed with a num. 
er of prominent Buddhist controversialists. 
After a long discussion and much profound 
reasoning, the Tenri-kyo sectarians confessed 
themselves completely worsted iu argument, 
and recanted. At the suggestion of the trium- 
yhant Buddhists, they drew up the following 
tatement :—‘ After due discussion of those 

atters in which we have hitherto believed, we 
nd that they are not true and not comparable 

ith the doctrine advanced by pure Buddhism. 
For these reasons we herewith declare ourselves 
10 longer of the Tenri faith, but believers in 
the tenets of Buddha.” Itis perhaps well that 
his step has been taken, for the Tenri-kyo is 
many degenerated creeds to be found in the 
The Buddhist journals are natarally 
jubilant over the result of the controversy. 


AMUSING BUT SCARCELY PROBABLE. 
A NAVAL correspondent of a home paper tells 
this excellent yarn :—For an example of cani- 
ness commend me to the following delightful 
piece of procedure on the part of the Admiralty. 
Some time ago the Russian Government was 
having certain armour plates constracted at 
Sheffield. The Admiralty was interested and 
curious. Said the representative of the Russian 
Government, ‘‘ Perhaps you would like to have 
one of these plates for trial at Portsmouth ?” 
“* By all means,” replied the Admiralty; “ send 
your plate along.” And so the plate was sent, 


‘* By the way,” said Russia, ‘‘we should be 
glad to hear how that plate of ours fared.” ‘‘ My 
dear sirs,” quoth the unabashed Admiralty, 
“have you never heard of the Official Secrets 
Act? Weare awfully obliged to you; but we 
really dare not, for the lives of us, breathe a 
a word to you on the subject of the behaviour 
of your plate. We are so extremely sorry.” 


DISTRESSED SEALBRS. 
Tue two boats’ crews of the sealing schooner 
Mascotte, reported as having drifled ashore 
between Inuboye and Kinkasan, arrived in 
Yokohama this morning. Their names are 
John H. Hakke, George Merriman, J. McGreary, 
D. Kerr, James Mur, and John Hill. The men 
say that they left their vessel about half-past six 
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and experimented with on board the Weéfle- 





safe for a few months at the very least. 


o'clock on the morning of the roth inst., this 
being their second “lower” since arriving off the 
coast of Japan. They lost sight of their vessel 
at noonday and lay-to all the ensuing night 
hoping to see a flare or other signal through 
the darkness. No such welcome _ sight, 
greeted them, and when morning dawned 
they searched the sea in vain for the Mascofte. 
They were now about 200 miles off the coast, 
and it was determined to row in. Their scanty 
stock of provisions, consisting merely of a day's 
lunch, was doled out sparingly, but was exhaust- 
ed long before they sighted land, on the third 
day. So weak were they from exhaustion, ex- 
posure, and lack of food that they had not 
strength to beach their boats. A party of twenty 
villagers seeing their distress accordingly put off 
in a big sampan and brought them in. They 
had five skins in cone boat and four in another 
when disaster fell upon them. The men are 
now staying at Kernan’s boarding-house. 





THE BRONZE STATUE OF KUSUNOKI 


uasasuion. YR 
THE great bronze equestrian statue of Kusunoki 
Masashige, Japan’s prototype of unswerving 
loyalty, is now finished and will shortly be set 
up justin front of the Imperial Palace (Niju- 
Bashi). Work was commenced on the statue Q@ye 
years ago, the whole being designed, cast and 
completed in the Tokyo School of Fine Arts;/ 
at Uyeno. The statue, which is on exhibition 
in the casting-room of the School, is acknow- 
ledgd to be one of the finest and most aia 
piece of metal-work thathas ever yet been prodac- 
edin this country. It stands 15 feet.high, and 
the total length of the beautifully modelled steed 
the old loyalist is bestriding, is also 15 feet. 
The horse is represented as walking, the near 
fore-leg being lifted from the ground. Kusu- 
noki, clad in full armour, is grasping the reins 
with his left hand, the hand itself being just 
above the pommel of the saddle. The right 
hand is held slightly behind, the whole position 
being strikingly significant of dignified force. 
Altogether the statue is impressive and well / 
conceived. The original wooden model of 
Kusunoki was made by Messrs. Takamura Ko- | 
un, Yamada Kisai, and Ishikawa Komei, while 
Mr. Goto Sadayuki is responsible for the war- 
horse. The casting of the statue in its now 
finished form, was done under the supervision * 
of Mr. Okazaki Sessai. Allofthe above names ,; 
represent artists of more than local fame. 


‘ 
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THE IMPBRIAL GARDEN PARTY, 

GLorious spring weather favoured the Imperial 
Garden Party to view the cherry-blossoms, 
given at the Hama Detached Palace on Thurs- 
day. Among the guests were members of the 


Imperial family, Ministers of State, Privy 
Councillors, Marshal Count Nozu, Lieut.- 
General Viscount Kawakami, Vice-Admiral 


Viscount Ito, Marquis Hachisuka, Marquis 
Kuga, Governor of Tokyo, the Foreign Re- 
presentatives and their wives and daugh- 
ters, Secretaries, and other members of the 
Foreign Legations, and officers of the foreign 
men-of-war at Yokohama. H.I.M. the Em- 
peror was not able to attend, owing to his 
recent disposition, but H.I.M. the Empress left ¥ 
the Palace at 2.30 p.m., and proceeded to the 
Detached Palace where she had a warm recep- 
tion. She gave audience to the distinguished 
guests, and afterwards walked through the 
spacious grounds to view the cherry blossoms, 
which were at their best. Her Majesty then 
partook of refreshments with her guests, and 
left for the Palace at 3.45 p.m. 





THE END OF THK TETHER. 

On the night of the 17th instant the Christian 
Endeavour Seamen’s Home at Nagasaki was 
broken into, and a watch, the property of one of 
the boarders, stolen. The two notorious beach- 
combers Murphy and Wilson, says the Jvaga- 


saki Shipping List, were arrested for it and 


confessed to the police that they, in company 
with another man, were the guilty parties. Both 
of these nuisances have been arrested and 
locked-up by the police several times but al- 
lowed to go theit own sweet way afterwards, 
but we understand that this time they will be 
Wilson, 


~ 
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well, Mr. Whittall, Mr. Noel, Mr. Brushfield, 
Mr. E. T. Bethel, Mr. F. W. Hill, Mr. F. 
Grimble, Mr. J. Scrymegeour; Mrs. Skinner, 
Mrs. F. W. Hill, and Miss Shepherd; Mr. H. 
Grimble being at the piano. 


5.180, or little more than a fourth of the dis- 
tance. Her dimensions are, length 396 feet 6 
in., beam 67 feet and draught 26 feet. If fully 
coaled the Rurik could steam from Cronstadt 
to Viadivostockat 10 knots, without stopping any- 
where en route. 


by-the-way is ‘wanted ” by the British Court 
in Yokohama: Murphy is the insolent drunkard 
that, some time ago, proved a veritable terror 
to ladies and children passing along Main- 
street in Yokohama. 


THE N&W MINISTER FOR THE NETHERLANDS. 
Tue new Minister for the Netherlands at the 
Court of Tokyo, Chevalier M. Testa, arrived at 
Yokohama on Wednesday afternoon by the 
M.M. steamer Sydney. A deputation consist- 
ing of Messrs. Leon van der Polder, Chargé 
d’ Affaires, L. Ph. von Hemert, H. von Hemert, 
R. Mees, H. Klingen, and L. Stornebrink, board- 
ed the vessel on arrival, and Mr. Mees, as the 
senior Dutch resident in this part of Japan, 
welcomed the new Minister in a brief speech 
on behalf of his fellow nationals. The Che- 
valier feelingly replied, and then drove off to the 
Legation. 


FATAL ACCIDENTS IN YOKOHAMA. 


A JAPANESE coolie named Yamaguchi Shotaro 
(29 years of age), while working on board the 
British steamer Chingéu on the 17th inst., fell 
from the upper to the lower deck, and broke 
his neck, Death was instantaneous. Saka- 
moto Yasokichi, a carpenter employed by the 
Yokohama Light House Bureau, sustained a 
fatal injury on Saturday last. He was on board 
a new steam launch, that was being towed by 
another, and while passing under the Benten 
Bridge—the approach to which he had not 
noticed—he struck the back of his head against 
a pillar, receiving severe injuries, He was 
taken to the Juzen Hospital for medical treat- 
ment but died the same day. 


A SHOAL DISCOVERED. 
Tue Nagasaki Shipping List saya:—A shoal 
has been discovered in the Gulf of Tokushima, 
to the west of Kiushiu, just outside Omura Bay. 
The report of the Commandant of the Saseho 
Submarine Mining Depot states that it is some 
200 metres west of Magura-shima, one of the 
Tsukumo-shima group, latitude 33° 8’ 25” N., 
longitude 129° 38’ 53” E. 


THY CHEVALIER DE KONTSKI. 

Tue venerable Chevalier de Kontski, the Court 
Pianist to the Emperor of Germany, has return- 
ed to Singapore, highly delighted with his tour 
in Java, which has been, he declares, a succes- 
sion of triumphs. He is quite in love with the 
country : one long beautiful garden, he calls it; 
the scenery was exquisite and the people all 
charming. After giving concerts at Batavia the 
Chevalier proceeded to Sourabaya where he gave 
two most successful concerts. The audience 
were very enthusiastic, the ladies throwing 
bouquets at the Chevalier’s feet, and presenting 
him with laurels. 


CARRIAGE ACCIDBNT. 


An unfortunate accident occurred on the Yato- 
zaka bridge on Monday morning. A runaway 
carriage and pair belonging to Messrs. Cobb & 
Co., collided with a trap in which Mrs. Varnum 
and her daughter were seated. The ladies were 
thrown out and Miss Varnum was slightly in- 
jured in the side, Mrs. Varnum escaping with 
ashock. The des/o of Cobb’s vehicle was badly 
cut on the head. 





CHESS IN SINGAPORE. 


Mr. P. A. Reutens won the Singapore Chess 
Championship. Play commenced on 3rd March 
and concluded on rst April. Mr. Reutens won 
15 games; Mr. R. W. Hullett 14; Mr. P. Mc- 
Intyre 123, and Mr. T. K. Nicles 11; the rest 
were several points tothe bad. The Hongkong 
Telegraph asks why could not a match be 
arranged between the champions of the Straits, 
Japan, Shanghai, and Hongkong? 


SKALS. 
A Haxopats paper reports that the Xato Maru 
(late Henry Denis), which féft Yokohama about 
the beginning of March, arrived at Muroran on 
the 3rd inst. with 350 seals. The same Com- . 
pany’s grd Chishima Maru has touched at the 
port of Kuwagasaki, Nambu, with 280 sealskins. 


RECLAMATION UNDER THB BLUFF. 

Tue Fife Shimpo states that the ground to be 
reclaimed from the sea between Honmoku and 
the Grand Hotel will comprise about 830 ken 
(one en==6 ft.) in length and over 136 ken in 
breadth, making an area of 101,092 fsubo (84 
acres). The expenses are estimated at yen 
577,248.625, and the work is to be completed 
in eight years. 





N.D.L. CAPTAINS. 


CapTAIN HARRAssow!Tz, who brought out the 
N.D.L. Ludbeck, is to take command of the Com- 
pany’s Hokensollern on her arrival in Hong- 
kong. Captain Wettin goes home to fill a new 
appointment, as captain of the N.D.L. Xarser 
Wilhelm I1., running between Genoa and New 
York. He was formerly her Chief Officer. 





LI HUNG-CHANG AT SINGAPORE. 


Li HuNnG-CHANG was entertained at Junch by 
the Governor on his arrival at Singapore. ‘After- 
wards he held a reception at which a large num- 
ber of the rich Singapore Chinese attended. In 
noting the arrival at Singapore of the Russian 
cruisers Divitri Donskot and Rurik, the Free 
Press says:—Was it only by coincidence that 
the Russian cruisers dawdled gently along from 
Colombo so as to allow them to arrive in the 
roads simultaneously with the French mail con- 
taining H.E. Li Hung-chang? If a coincidence 
the incident is interesting ; if designed, as we 
think it to be, the incident is rather more so, 
and the attention to our visitor is as astute as it 
is significant. 





THE ALLEGED DISCOVERY OF THB NORTH POLE. 
Tue story that Dr. Nansen had discovered the 
North Pole, says an American journal of re- 
pute, was based on nothing more tangible than 
the sighting of a ship, with Europeans on board, 
off some of the Siberian islands. There was no 
communication between the vessel and the 
shore, and for all any one knows tothe con- 
trary she might have been a passing whaler. 


THE FORTHCOMING REGATTA. 
On Saturday afternoon several “ fours ”’ went 
out for practice and general paddling, with the 
intention of giving the Committee of the Y.A. 
R.C., some idea of the form and style of mem- 
bers generally and so enable them to make a 
fitting selection for the interport crews. 


DEATH OF BARON MAKIMURA. 

Baron Maqimura, President of the Administra- 
tive Court of Law, succumbed to a severe 
attack of brain disease on the 2oth inst. The 
funeral will take place on the 24th instant at 1 
p.m., when the cortége will leave the house of 
the deceased at No. 33, Shimonibancho, Kojji- 
machi, Tokyo. 


NAVAL NOTES. 


On the r1th inst., the China Mail announced 
that H.M.S. Peacock was coming on to Hong- 
kong from Singapore via Bangkok. The Swift 
left on the r1th for Yokohama en route for the 
sealing grounds in the Behring Sea. The Pigmy 
was to arrive from Canton on the 14th inst., and 
will prepare for carrying out similar duty as the 
Swift. The Redpole will be inspected by 
Capt. Chichester on Monday, and will then 
proceed on a fifteen days’ cruise, returning to 
Hongkong, calling at Amoy, Foochow, Makung 
(Pescadores), and Takow (Formosa). 


CHINA’S PROPOSED POSTAL SYSTEM. 

Tue real author of the new Chinese Postal 
scheme, announces the WV.C.-Daztly Mews, is 
Mr. F. Corsten, civil engineer, of Nanking and 
Shanghai. He suggested the scheme to H.E. 
Chang Chih-tung in August last, and was in- 
strncted by the Viceroy to draw up regulations 
for a service for the three provinces under H.E, 
Chang’s jurisdiction, The scheme has since 
been extended to the whole Empire, and Sir 
Robert Hart, Bart., has been put at the head of 
it by the Emperor. 


AN AMUSING DILEMMA. 


Kose ordered its invitation cards for St. George’s 
Ball from England, but although the affair must 
take place next Thursday (St. George’s Day) 
the cards have not yet arrived, and the Com- 
mittee are hoping against hope that they may 
_4 NEW SHOAL. be on the incoming French mail. 
Captain Cowik, of the P. and O. steamer 
Shanghai, reports that on the voyage from 
Kobe to Shanghai on the roth inst. at noon, in 
lat. 30° o1’ N., long. 125° og E. (approximate), 
ship going 5 knots, two casts of the patent lead, 
with ten minutes’ interval between the casts, 
showed 9 fathoms, black mud, where the chart 
shows from 28 to 30 fathoms. The ship was 
stopped and ten minutes afterwards the deep 
sea lead was used and 24 fathoms, black mud, 
obtained. 


SBALING RETURNS. 
CarTaAIn Baker, of the schooner Péoneer, ina 
letter dated 15th inst. at Yamada, reports a 
catch of 180 seals for his own vessel, while the 
Katherine, also at Yamada, had only 10. The 
Viva, which had 186 skins, had spoken the 
following vessels :—the Borealis, on April 13th, 
with a catch of 115; the Ad/on, on the oth, with 
190; the Golden Fleecc on the 7th, with 93 
(later returns have been received from the 
latter); and the Mary Taylor, on the Sth, 
with 24 skins. 


ASJATIC SOCIBTY OF JAPAN. 

A SpacitaL GENERAL Mgegtine will be held in 
the Society’s Rooms, No. 54, Tsukiji, on Thurs- 
day, April 3oth, at 4 p.m. The following 
Paper will be read :—‘‘ Ainu words, as illustra- 
tive of Ainu customs,” by Rev. John Batchelor, 
F.R.G.S. The meeting is open, and visitors are 
invited. 





ACMIRAL BULLER. 
ADMIRAL BULLER, who is on a tour of inspection 
in the northern China treaty ports and Japan, 
is expected to arrive in the Alacrity at Naga- 
saki on the 3oth instant. He will then come 
on the Kobe and Yokohama, reaching here on 
the r1th May. 








CAPTAIN HASWELL. 
On Wednesday afternoon, Captain E. W. Has- 
well, commander of the N.Y.K. steamer Kode 
Maru, who is shortly leaving for home, was 
entertained at a farewell lunch, given by many 
of his friends in Kobe, at the Oriental Hotel. 


THB ‘* RENOWN.” 
THERE is some talk in the home papers of 
H.M.S. Renown, 12,350 tons, coming out to the 
East, in which case Great Britain will again be in 
the position of having the largest boat on this 
station. At present the Rurzé holds that place. 
Compared with the Cénturion, which is shortly 
to be recommissioned for further service on the 
China station, the Rurié has a displacement of 
10,923 tons as against 10,500, machinery of 
13,250 horse-power as against 13,214, a coal 
capacily of 2,200 tons as against 1,240, and 
can steam 20,000 knots at 10 knols as against 


THE Y.A.R.C, REGATTA. 


Many will be interested to know, remarks the 
Hiogo News, that a good “ four’ can be counted 
upon to represent Kobe in the Yokohama 
Regatta next month. No definite selection has 
yet been made, but among the probables are 
Messrs. Moore, Sorhagen, Kerr, and Richardson. 


‘‘THE WEDDING MARCH.” 
Tue performance of Gilbert’s well-known farce, 
‘The Wedding March,” given by Kobe ama- 
teurs on Friday evening, seems to have been 
very successful. The players were Mr. A. L. 
Robinson, Mr. G. W. Barton, Mr. H. J. Roth- 
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COUNT MATSUKATA'S SPEECH. 
-~ ?--- - = 

On the 16th instant, the Five-two Staples 
Association held a general meeting in Kyoto. 
Count Matsukata and Viscount Enomoto deliver- 
ed speeches. The gist of what the Count said 
was as follows :— 


The steady advance of Japan’s industry 
strikes one with amazement. Yet it is true, at 
the same time, that the goal still lies far ahead, 
and that, although she has been admitted into 
the comity of nations, she can not really enter 
the race with Western Powers until her record 
of attainments is much fuller. Her situation 
now is hopeful and prosperous, but unfortun- 
alely, owing to many complications and difficul- 
lies at home and abroad she can not fully 
realize benefits that have been brought within 
her reach. As one of the results of her war 
with China, for instance, she ought to have 
acquired ascendency in the Chinese markets, 
and yet even the negotiation of the new Com. 
mercial Treaty is still unconcluded, the result 
being that several important enterprises pro- 
jected by Japanese capitalists in Shanghai and 
elsewhere are encountering serious obstacles. 
Again, not only has Japan’s commercial influence 
in Korea, after promising to develop great 
activity, received such a set-back as to be once 
‘more seriously impaired, but also even her 
enterprising men who crossed the sea to engage 
in mercantile pursuits in the peninsula are 
pitilessly abandoned to the murderous assaulis 
of Korean fanatics. The attention of Western 
Powers is centred upon the Far East, and Japan 
has been dragged into the vortex of all the 
complications and ominous difficulties that 
impend over the East, so that her relations with 
Occidental States are destined to become more 
and more delicate. If her future may be inferred 
from the history of those Powers, her national 
defences must be still more strengthened, and 
her diplomatic affairs must be managed with 
much greater promptitude and adroitness. All 
these things involve considerably increased ex- 
penditures. In view of such a prospect the 
Diet, which for years had clamoured loudly for 
a reduction of the land tax, had to change its 
attitude completely last session, and was com- 
pelled by the situation to vole largely increased 
expenditures, with, of course, a corresponding 
addition to the people’s burdens. Moreover, 
the present condition of Japan’s foreign trade 
is truly deplorable. The exports are steadily 
exceeded by the imports; which means that 
Japan is suffering a marked defeat in the blood- 
less yet none the less important campaign of 
commerce, Should this process of defeat con- 
tinue any longer, the result will be too serious 
for calm contemplation. Some people seem 
to be of opinion that the various important 
measures necessitated in the sequel of the 
War, may be paid for by means of the War 
Indemnity. That is a superficial view, for it is 
evident that the expansion of the national arm. 
aments will swallow up the whole of the ap- 
propriation of the Indemnity, leaving nothing for. 
other undertakings. Moreover, the Indemnity 
is of limited amount; it can not meet the 
continuing expenditures of the State. For the 
Jatter purpose reliance must be placed up-n 
the resources of the realm. A nation that has 
no resources to be depended upon is virtually. 
lifeless. Thus it follows that to develop with 


all possible rapidity the country’s commerce 


and industry is the most urgent need of the 


secure against military disasters, 


Viscount Enomoto’s speech was brief and of 
a purely formal character. 





THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
—_———_—_>—__--—-- — 

It has been officially decided that the new 
Department of State, which bears the somewhat 
difficult name of “ Zakushokumu sho,” shall 
be translated in English by “ Department of 
Colonization.” We have hitherto called it the 
“Colonial Department,” but in future shall 
adopt the officially indicated nomenclature, 


MESSRS. MISAKI AND KURIHARA. 
———_>___——_——_ 

Some time ago it was generally reported that 
Mr. Misaki, a prominent member of the Liberal 
Party, was about to be appointed Governor of 
Tottori Prefecture. There can be no doubt 
that the post was offered to Mr. Misaki, but he 
declined it, his reason, as explained by the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun, being that, as the cdope- 
tion between his Party and the Government was 
not yet an unquestionable fact, that appoint- 
ment of one of its members to the office of Go- 
vernor of a Prefecture would involve embarrass- 
ment. But Count Itagaki having now become 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, the coalition 
between the Ftyu-/o and the Ito Cabinet may 
be regarded as complete, and it is said that ag 
soon as a vacancy occurs, Mr. Misaki will 
receive an important post. Mr. Kurihara Ryo- 
ichi, another distinguished member of the Panty, 
is also expected to receive the office of Private 
Secretary. 


Mr. Misaki, before he abandoned official life 
to embrace the career of politics, held a good 
post in the Foreign Office, but was not regard- 
ed, we believe, as a man likely to attain promi- 
nent rank. His change of profession, therefore, 
proved very wise, for from the outset te distin- 
guished himself in the Diet. He cannot be 
called an eloquent speaker, but he possesses 
the admirable quality of seeming thoroughly 
earnest and straightforward, and he has a re- 
markably clear, incisive way of enunciating his 
ideas. The House, even in its most excited 
moments, never failed to listen to him, and 
though, in the first session, he took the lead in 
advocating the compromise ultimately effected 
between the Matsukata Cabinet andthe House of 
Representatives with respect to the Budget, not 
the slightest suspicion of pro-official bias ever at- 
tached to him. Had he remained in the Foreign 
Office, his public position to-day could not have 
been nearly so distinguished as it is. A similar 
change of career has not always led to similarly 
happy results. 








REPORT OF THE PROGRESSIVE 


PARTY. 
——@»____ 

The following is an epitome of the Report 
that the Opposition has issued in .connection 
with its work in the last session of the Diet. 
With respect to the Address to the Throne, the 
document says that the retrocession of the Liao- 
tung Peninsula being an event that seriously 
impaired the dignity of the Empire, while the 
Korean Affair of Feb. 11 similarly affected its 
interest, the Party, after repeated conferences 
with other politicians on the subject, intro. 
duced the motion, which, owing to the Opposi- 
tion of the Liberals and National Unionists, 
failed to be carried. If, on any future occasion, 
the country suffers through this self-effacing fo. 
reign policy of the Government, the Liberals and 
National Unionists mustbeheld accountable. As 
to the ordinary Budget for 1896, the total of the 
ordinary and supplementary Budgets for the cur- 
rent fiscal year amounts to about 200 millions. 
Such an enormous increase effected so 
suddenly must be regarded with extreme con- 
cern, as in previous years the Budget generally 
did not exceed 80 millions. ‘The various 
sections of the Opposition amalgamated in the 
Shimpo-to, therefore, endeavoured to lessen the 


: : ‘ . expenditures as much as possib 
time, if Japan is to be hold her own in the arena: ! pte Snect 8 


i i tition hain} oo. . : 
of international competition, and to ren ain) ministrative Expenses, to reduce the proposed 


retrenchment of 


TO per cent. in the Ad- 
augmentation of the Army by one half of that 
planned by the Authorities; but to double the 
Extraordinary Expenses appropriated for the 
Expansion of the Navy. That a retrenchment of 
IO per cent. in administrative expenses would 
be an easy task is conclusively proved by what 
happened in the 5th session, when the Libe- 
rals proposed to cut down the Administrative 
Expenses to an extent of about 3,300,000 yen, 
The Government objected to this retrenchment, 
dissolved the House, and was obliged to be 
be content with the Budget of the preced- 
ing fiscal year, This very Government that 
would not assent to a retrenchment of 3,300,000 
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yen, was nevertheless able to obtain a surplus 
of 7,700,000 yen, so that in 1894 that surplus 
together with another surplus for the next year 
produced a total of a little less than 20 mil- 
lion yen. Taxes have that hitherto stood at 
73,793,890 yer are now lo be augmented by 26 
million yen, new taxes, are to be imposed and the 
burdens of the people will be increased by 35 
per cent. To impose additional burdens on 
the people alone and leave the servants of the 
State untouched would be inadmissible, con- 
sidered from every point of view. The re- 
trenchment of 10 per cent. in Admini- 
strative Expenses must be deemed even 
too low compared with the additional 
burden of 35 per cent. placed upon the people. 
Nothing could be more astonishing than the 
action of the Liberals that oppose the 10 per 
cent. retrenchment scheme. Opinions not 
being unanimous as to the expansion of the 
Army, this question was left to the free decision 
of each member identified with the Shémpo fo. 
Two courses were kept in view in the proposal 
of the Party to double the Naval Funds, viz., 
the hastening of the second-period construction 
and the removal of the whole of the Navy Ex. 
pansion Programme beyond the danger of being 
involved in any future dissolution of the House, 
which might invalidate the Budget of the year, 
Therefore the Party desired that the money for 
the so-called second-period programme should 
be voted in the last session in the form of con- 
tinuing éxpenditures. Supplementary Budgets 
are indicative of a want of precision or blunders 
on the part of the Authorities, and in the last ses- 
sion within two months after the discussion of 
the Ordinary Budget, no less than 12 Supple- 
mentary Budgets: were put before the Diet by 
the Government. With regard to these Supple- 
mentary Budgets the opinion of the Party was, 
that the expenses appropriated for the creation 
of the Colonial Department must be expunged ; 
that the Opium manufacturing expenses should 
be similarly dealt with ; that the expenses of the 
Formosan troops should be struck out, as troops 
for Formosa might be furnished by detaching a 
portion of the troops in Japan and that the troops 
stationed in Korea must not be decreased in 
number, while the expensesasked by the Govern- 
ment for them must be augumented. With re- 
spect to Opium manufacturing, according to the 
notes appended to the Supplementary Budgets, 
the Authorities estimate the amount of opium to 
be sold to confirmed smokers at 195.485 catties, 
out of a total import of 390,970 catties. The 
Authorities intend to buy opium at ro yer per 
catty and to sell it at 18.20 yen, the net profit 
accruing from the transaction being 8 yen per 
catty. Itis evident that the Authorities intend 
to turn this opium business into a source of 
revenue. As the gaps produced in the 1espec- 
live military Divisions in consequence of sending 
detachments to Formosa are to be filled by fresh 
levies, according to the explanation of the Au- 
thorities, and as one Division and a half are to 
be stationed in Formosa, it follows that the 
total number of Divisions throughout the Empire 
will soon be fourteen and a half. Such expansion 
is much too great, and the Party, therefore, held 
that the sum appropriated for filling the gaps 
should be expunged. The totalnumber Japanese 
troops al-present stationed in Koreais 2,107, and 
the Governmenthas decided to withdraw all but 
870. The Party maintained that the strength of 
the Japanese troops in Korea should not be re- 
duced, in fact it should be further increased, and 
that additional funds of over 320,co> yen should 
be appropriated ‘for the purpose. The Govern- 
ment, however, objected, for notwithstanding re- 
portafter report being received of the murder of 
Japanese subjects in Korea, the matter was mere- 
ly regarded with a “‘ contemptuous smile’ by the 
Authorities, and the latter now proper, after 
having undertaken a gigantic movement against 
China with the view of extending help to Korea, 
to retire from the field, shrinking from appre- 
hended danger of foreign complications. The 
Report next proceeds to discuss Japanese finance 
of the present and future, and states that the 
total retrenchment that the Liberals and other 
pro-Government members effected out of an 
aggregate estimate of about zoo million, wasonly 
alittle above3 million yen, The contrastbetween 
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the Budget of the current year and that of the 

preceding is very significant. 

Ordinary Ex- 1896. 1893. 
penditure.. 104,246,621 75,240,691 


Extraordinary 
Expenditure 89,176,095 16,401,312 72,777:783 


ae CD ee SED 


Balance, excess 


29,005,929 


Total...... 193:425:716 91,642,004 101,783,712 

In addition to the above, there is another 

enormous sum, aggregating no less than than 

240 million yes, representing the total of all 

the continuing expenses voted in the last session, 

together with over 33 millions approved in the 
previous session. 

ConTINUING EXPENSRS. 


Fiscal year. 
Army Expansion ..ssccoes 42,842,659.169 to 34th. 
Navy Expansion sssecese 95,050,055-164 to 35th. 
Improvement of State 


, 26,553,000.000 to 34th. 


Railways ..... 
12,802,106.731 to 35th. 


Expansion of Telephones 
Establishment of Iron 
Foundry eee recceceetecenes 
Establishment of Leaf To- 
bacco Control Offices 
Repaic and re-Construc- 
tion of Rivers...scccocees 
Expansion of Communi- 
cations 
Construction of Railways 
in Hokkaido, &c. ...... 
Establishment of Kyoto 
University, 87C. ...secoee 
Second Fishery Exhibi- 
LION) seaverccnsccseceeses i 
Construction of 
Courts eveccccccccscoesecrns 
Continuing Expenses pre- 
viously fixed ...cccseseee 33,5322098-311 


Navigation Encourage- 
2,549,510.047 to 33rd. 


ment... specseseeetesereeseeses 


4:095,793.400 to 320d. 
4,213,500.000 to 30th, 
1§,350,972-685 to 38th. 
cbeiocccddccsessouses 1,000,210.002 to 3Ist. 
£:206,441:000 to 31st. 

703,980.500 to 38th. 

158,800,000 to 31st. 


242,923.800 to 32nd. 





Total ..cscccceceeceeses240,301,990.809 
The following are the principal items constitut- 
ing newadditions to the Administrative Expendi- 


tures of the Government. 
Yen. 


Ordinary additional Expenditure of 

the Army cccscccsnsccccsceecceseccceceanes 13,800,000 
Ordinary additional Expenditure of 

the Navy.cecocsecscseseee 
Sum needed for maintaining a Navy 

Of 200,000 CONS, essecsersrsrsevessscessees 10,000,000 
Additional Expenditure for liquidating 

Principal and Interest of State Loans 15,200,000 
Formosan Administrative Expenses ... 5,900,000 
Formosa). Ordinary Military and 

Naval Expenses...ssssssercereeeesseseeee 6,000,000 
Expenses incidental to Expansion of 

Government Business c.sccccseeseeees 
Pensions and Annuities... 
Additional expenses for collecting 


7,800,000 


6,000,000 
1,290,000 
1,450,000 


Taxes 





Total ccccossecssssscscscceressessesses 074440,000 
If to these the expenses for improving arma- 
ments and opening up the resources of Formosa 
and so forth be added, the figures exceed 70 
million yen. Against this increase of Expendi- 
ture, the' increased of Revenue, according to 


Government estimates, is as follows :— 
Yen. 


Net proceeds from new additional 

"TAMES > siecsccecsassovevscatvassetnisecsnueans 26,400,000 
Receipts from Formosa ....+. (eneneneaes 6,680,000 
Additional teceipts from Customs 3,300,000 
Receipts from Government Under- 


Lak INgS.ccrccccces eeeoeeeeecesoresesesseoeosese 


Total cccsceccccssscacsacsdsavesseseese 30)300,000 
Thus the deficit in the Revenue does not fall 
below 30 million yen, even on a rough estimate. 
But this deficit will amount toa much. larger 
sum when the various disbursements come to be 
actually made. Already the Government has 
found that out. It was at first estimated that 
the expenses for Formosa and Weihaiwei would 
be 6 million yen. But it was subsequently dis- 
covered that even for Formosa alone no less than 
17 million yen must be appropriated ; and, at the 
beginning of this year, the Government's idea 
was to limit the appropriation from the surplus 
to 11 million yen. The intention of the Go- 
vernment in newly enacting or revising the Re- 
-gistration Tax, the Saké Tax, the Tobacco 
Monopoly, and in arranging for the transfer of 
certain business from the control of Local Offices 
to that of the Central Government, was to add 
some 34 million yen to the Revenue. 
_ The Report then enumerates in detail the steps 


3,000,000 





that the Party took with regard to the above 
measures when they were discussed in the House 
of Representatives. The Registration Tax the 
Party approved in the main, but coming to, 
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THE ORIENTAL ASSOCIATION S BAN. 
QUET TO EARL SPENCER. 
— ~~» 

The WVippon has an article, apparently inspir- 
ed, with reference to the banquet recently given 
to Earl Spencer by the Oriental Society. On 
that occasion the Japanese and foreigners that 
attended, including newspaper representatives, 
were required to payasum of 2} yen by way of 
contribution to the expenses of the affair. In- 
vitations were addressed to (wo of the English 
newspapers published in Yokohama, and by one 
of these, as well as by a journal to which the 
courtesy of an invitation was notextended, some 
severe comments were penned. The Oriental 
Society was charged with ignorance of the treat- 
ment due to the press, and with inhospitable 
stinginess in levying payment from the ¢norfés, 
the newspaper that did not receive an in- 
vitation showing, further, some chagrin at 
the omission. As to the last point, the Vippon 
explains that the Oriental Society, being ig- 
norant of the existence of the journal in ques- 
tion, naturally did not send it an invitation. 
As to the contribution of 24 yes, our Tokyo 
contemporary says that, with the exception 
of the guests of the evening, some six in 
number, every one attending was asked to 
assist to the above extent; that several repre- 
sentatives of Japanese newspapers paid their 
quota, and that no objection whatever, 
either at the time or subsequently, was mude 
in any quarter except in the columns of 
the two Yukohama newspapers. Another point, 
not noticed by the Mippon, though of prime 
importance in this context, is that an announce- 
ment of the payment of 2% yen was made in 
Japanese on the card of invitation. Hence 
every one taking advantage of the invitation, 
must have done so with perfect cognisance of 
what was to be expected, and it becomes alto- 
gether entravagant that complaints should be 
preferred afterwards. In fact, people were in- 
vited not as the guests of the Oriental Society, 
but as joint contributors with the Society for 
the purpose of welcoming Earl Spencer, the 
British Representative, and others. To accept 
the invitation meant to agree to become a sub- 
scriber, and if men, having pledged themse Ives 
to subscribe, consider that they are hardly used 
because they are asked for their subscriptions, 
they can scarcely expect ordinary folks to sym- 
pathise with them. 

























details were opposed to all the clauses relating 
to census registration. Though the opinion of 
the Party on the revised saké'Tax measure was 
not unanimous, the majority maintained that an 
increase of the rate to 6 yen per koku would 
suffice to obtain from this source the additional 
revenue contemplated by the Government. The 
measures to tax the brewing of saké for home 
consumption (2 yen per &oku), and to impose 
on retail-dealers in alcohol and shochu the same 
rate as the tax on pure saké, were condemned 
as being not only inefficacious but also as tending 
to fosterey a deceitful among the people by offer- 
ing such a large inducement to evade the obliga- 
tion of paying the tax. The objections offered by 
members identified with the Party were over- 
ruled, and the tax on pure sa&é, for example, was 
raised to 7 yen. The result will be the encourage- 
ment of the import of foreign alcohol and liquors 
and a reduction of the quantity of saké brewed 
in Japan. Asto the Tobacco Leaf Monopoly, 
the Party thought that to expect, as the Govern- 
ment did, to derive 10 million yew from the tax 
was absurd, and, on the other hand, 4 mil- 
lion yes was required to erect the build- 
ings for the purpose of curing and storing to- 
bacco. Where the revenue from this source 
would come from was dubious, unless the Govern- 
ment, by abusing the power of monopolists, 
forced the cultivators to sell their tobacco leaf at 
very low prices. Be that asit may, as the measure 
was not to be enforced until the 31st fiscal year, 
the Party, from a desire to carry out more thor- 
ough researches, proposed to reject the Bill, but 
without success. The transfer of the Busi- 
ness Tax to the control of the Treasury was 
approved in the main by the Party, though they 
were of opinion that it would be out of the ques- 
tion to ascertain the amount of sales effected at 
each shop, the amount of capital invested by 
private individuals, and so forth, and that the Bill 
in these points needed amendment. In short, 
as the expectations of the Government in con- 
nection with the new or revised taxation 
measures, can not be realized, the Party ap- 
prehend that the state of things under which 
Italy is now groaning will overtake Japan. 
As to the Resolution introduced and sub- 
sequently withdrawn by the National Union- 
ists, the Party severely upbraid the action of 
that Party as not only totally devoid of a sense 
of shame, but as impairing the dignity of the 
House itself. In conclusion, the Report dwells 
at considerable length on the work done in the 
last session, avers that in no other session were 
so many measures of grave importance discussed 
in such a slovenly and precipitate manner, and 
that this was because the Liberals were so servilely 
obedient to the Government. The latter, there- 
fore, was simply bent on securing the passage 
of its measures and contrived the rejection of 
Bills bearing on questions of personal right, as 
the Press Law, the Political Association Law, &c., 
all of which the Liberals, in conjunction with 
other political parties, have been advocating for 
many years. 


A SPEECH BY TRE NEW MINISTER 


OF STATE FOR HOME AFFAIRS. 
—_——_—______——_ 

On the 2oth instant Count Itagaki, in his 
capacity of Minister of State for Home Affairs, 
addressed a meeting of Police Inspectors as 
follows :—‘ On the 14th of this month I had 
the honour of being appointed to my present 
position. The assembly of Police Inspectors 
was opened the following day, and | should have 
attended, but was prevented by a cold. So 
long as there is no abolition or amendment of 
existing laws and regulations, it is the duty of 
the police to enforce them with all possible 
fairness and moderation. In case of emergency 
their functions are virtually those of soldiers, 
and I trust that hereafter they will show even 
greater diligence than before in the discharge 
of their duties. As for myself, the fact that I 
have been associated with a political party may 
inspire some doubts about me, but so tong as 
I hold my present office I shall make imparti- 
ality my prime object, and you may rest assured, 
gentlemen, that I shall never be found treating 
my friends with favour and my opponents with 
severity.” 











——— 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 
——__—_—_—_—_—_—— 

The Official Gazeffe announces that Mr. 
Misaki Kamenosuke, a prominent member of 
the Liberal Party, who recently declined the 
post of Governor of Tottori Prefecture, has been 
appointed Head of the Local Administration 
Bureau in the Home Department. It is further 
announced that Mr. Kurihara Ryoichi, another 
leading member of the same Party, receives the 
appointment of Private Secretary to Count Ita- 
gaki, the new Minister of Home Affairs. Mr. 
Misaki’s predecessor at the Local Administra. 
tion Bureau was Mr. Yegi Senshi, and Mr. 
Kurihara presumably succeeds Mr. Tsuzuki 
Keiroku, who resigned his post immediately 
after the retirement of Viscount Nomura. 








IMPORT DUTY ON HABUTAFE. 
eee eee ree, 

It is now officially announced that from the v 
rst of May an import duty of six francs per 
kilogram will be levied upon Japanese Habu- 
faye entering France. White Habutaye, un- 
bleached and without any colouring, will remain 
duty-free as before, but all other kinds will be 
taxed at the above rate. 








Pa 
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MR. HOSHI TORU. 
———————_>____-_-- 
ys We read in the Michi Nichi Shimbun that 
“Mr. Hoshi Toru, thewalLknown Liberal leadar, 
will shortly be appointed a [Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary, and will be accredited to the Government 
of the United States. Our contemporary em- 
phatically denies a rumour circulated in con- 
nection with this appointment to the effect that 
it is one of the results of the compact entered 
into between the Liberals and the Government. 
When Mr. Hoshi returned from Korea, he ex- 
pressed a strong desire to receive such an 
appointment, and it was then decided that his 
wish should be gratified. Our readers may 
vossibly be ignorant that Mr. Hoshi was the 
means of conveying to the Government in Tokyo 
full information of the coup d'éfdé that involved 
_~the murder of the Queen of Korea. Viscount 
_ Miura’s telegrams were of a_yilfully misleading 
character at first, and it was only onthe’ arrival 
of Mr. Hoshi in Tokyo, whither he had hastened 
from Séul, that the facts of the affair became 
clear. No one that has followed Mr. Hoshi’s 
career since he entered the Diet in 18g can 
have any doubt of his eminent fitness to dis- 
charge the functions of animportant post. He 
was incomparably the best President that 
has hitherto ruled the House of Representa- 
; tives, and the miserable intrigue by which he 
was driven from that office constitutes the 
chief blot on the escutcheon of the Lower 
House. Altogether Mr. Hoshi’s career has been 
decidedly chequered. He was Commissioner 
of Customs in Yokohama when the celebrated 
complicatlon occurred, very many years ago, 
about private landing places. For the better 
exercise of Customs supervision, it was con- 
sidered expedient—and it certainly was within 
the right of the Japanese—to prohibit all land- 
ing and embarking except at fixed jetties. But 
in enforcing the restriction, some want of dis- 
cretion, or some discourtesy, was shown, and a 
sharp controversy ensued. The despatches 
emanating from the Commissioner of Customs 
were in English, the Customs having just then 
acquired the services of a member of the British 
Consular staff, now a well known barrister in 
Yokohama. Her Britannic Majesty's Minister 
objected to receive them in that language, and 
finally intimated that unless gent in Japanese 
they should be returned. Mr. Hoshi’s official 
career was subsequently wrecked on a techni- 
cality that need not be recalled, and on his 
return to the administration he will certainly 
discover a sharp contrast between the state of 
affairs now existing and those of the early 
seventies. 





FAPANESE CLAIMS IN KOREA. 


Sensational journalism is assisting to create 
an impression that Japan has preferred large 
claims upon the Korean Government by way 
of indemnity for the lives of Japanese subjects 
slaughtered by Korean insurgents, and for the 
property destroyed or indirect losses suffered. 
A rumour has also been spread that the Sdul 
Government, confronted by these embarrassing 
demands, has applied to Russia for pecuniary 
aid, offering, as security, the Korean province 
immediately beyond the Russian frontier. To 
give the story a further semblance of truth, 
figures are added, namely, that 5,000 yer has 
been demanded for every Japanese killed, and 
130,000 yen on account of the losses incurred 
by the little Japanese communily in Pyéng- 
yang, so that a total of over a quarter of a 
million is reached... There appears to be a great 
deal of exaggeration in allthis. The Wéchi 
Nichi Shimbun has a note where it is asserted 
that the sum to be claimed on account of lives 
lost is still undetermined, and that, in point of 
fact, the question has not yet reached the stage 
of diplomatic discussion, being still under 
examination by the Consular Authorities, Doubt- 
less some reparation will have to be made by 
Korea, but Japan has always treated the little 
Kingdom with so much consideration in such 
matters, that nothing of an exorbitant nature 
need be looked for on this occasion. 


THE LIBERAL LEADER AS HOME 
MINISTER. 


2 + 

If the following statements that appear in 
the Zokyo Asahi be trustworthy, the apparent 
difference of opinion between the Government 
and the Liberals as to the political significance 
of the entry of Count Itagaki into the Cabinet 
created more or less trouble. At an extraordi- 
nary Cabinet Council held on the 13th inst. it 
was decided to admit Count Itagaki to office, 
and the Premier declared positively that the 
main motive for the step was not to inaugurate 
any change in the policy of the Government; 
nor was Count Itagaki’s admission a result of 
the enfente between the Government and the 
Liberals. The fact of the matter was that the 
Cabinet, judging from the general situation of 
the time, thought the entry of the Count most 
propitious, he being a distinguished statesman 
whose opinions coincided with the Govern- 
ment’s present policy. Next day the Count 
met the Cabinet, and, by way of greeting, 
announced that he felt gratified at being 
admitted into the Cabinet as the result of 
the alliance between his Party and the Go- 
vernment: then he began to talk about the 
genuine features of representative government 
that had thus received acknowledgment in Japan. 
Before the new Home Minister had finished 
speaking, Marquis Saionji, Minister of Educa- 
tion, interrupted him and said that he (the 
Marquis) was surprised to hear such statements, 
for, as a matter of fact, the Count had been in- 
stalled in office by the Emperor in recognition 
of the distinguished services he had rendered to 
the State. Atthis point Count Kuroda, President 
of the Council, whispered something into the ear 
of the Minister of Education, and the latter did 
not continue his remarks. This difference of 
opinion between the Cabinet and the new Home 
Minister has made itself felt in the Department. 
The Premier and his colleagues are said to 
have told the Local Governors and Local Chiefs 
of Police who were lately summoned to Tokyo, 
that as Count Itagaki had been admitted into 
the Cabinet in the capacity of a distinguished 
statesman, he would resign the leadership of the 


Liberals, and his name would also be struck off 


the register of the Party. The new Minister they 
declared would conductallaffairs of State coming 
within his care with strict impartiality. This 
assertion of the Premier's was in direct opposi- 
tion to what the new Home Minister is reported 
to have orally aunounced to his immediate sub- 
ordinates. He is said to have remarked that 
although, owing to the stress of official duties, 
te had resigned the leadership of the Liberal 
Party, he did not sever his connexion with it, 
but would undertake his official functions from 
the point of view of a member of the Liberal 
Party. Unger the circumstances, the officers 
of the Department and also the Governors and 
Chiefs of Police are entirely ata loss to under- 
stand the political significance of the appoint- 
ment of the Home Minister. 


The precedents created by the nomination 
of several members of the National Unionists to 
various posts in the Government differ entirely 
from the present case. When Mr. Sone Arasuke, 
Japanese Minister to France, and Messrs. Furu- 
sho Kamon and Maki Bokushin, Governors of 
Formosan Local Offices, were appointed, it 
was on the understanding that they severed 
their connection with the Party altogether. The 
Cabinet was so strict on this point that a 
Police officer was despatched to the office of 
the Party to examine the register and ascertain 
whether the new officials had faithfully carried 
oul their promise. 

The above statements, we believe, are grossly 
exaggerated, Count Itagaki resigned the leader- 
ship of the Liberal Party on the 16th instant, 
and this has been followed by his formal resigna- 
tion of membership. 





The first train from Saga Station on the Kiu- 
shiu Railway collided on the 18th inst. with a 
luggage train at Norisu Station. The locomo- 
tive of the former was damaged, and a guard and 
a fireman were more or less severely wounded. 


Google 









MARQUIS IT0'S PROFECTS. 
- 2. d>-- 
The Hocht Shimbun, now nominally an 
independent journal, bot still retaining its 
Kaishin-fo proclivities, says that Marquis Ito’s 
object in admitting Count Itagaki to the Cabinet 
is not to facilitate the advent of party Govern- 
ment, but to carry out his favourite scheme 
of forming a coalition Cabinet, including all 
the prominent statesmen of the Afesjrera. Quite 
recently, according to the Afochs, Marquis Ito 
was desirous of quitting office in favour of Marquis 
Yamagata, and bringing into a Cabinet headed 
by the latter Count Matsukata as Minister of 
Finance and Count Okuma as Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Marquis Ito himself acting as 
the power behind the Throne. But each of 
the three statesmen declined to fall in with 
the Minister President’s proposal, and he was 
compelled to abandon the idea, temporarily at 
events. By and by, however, an opportunity 
offered for bringing into tie Cabinet Viscount 
Takashima, who is a strong advocate of the 
Koshin mora (combination of distinguished 
statesmen) policy, and this being followed by 
Count Itagaki’s receipt of a portfolio, the 
Premier sees himself once more en rouse for his 
favourite goal. So soon as vacancies occur, he 
will bring Count Okuma and Count Matsukata 
also into the Cabinet. 


We do not believe that the Hochké is right in 
iis rendering of the situation. The time is 
irrevocably past for a Cabinet of all the talents, 
It is impossible to imagine an Administration 
directed by Count Okuma and Count Itagaki 
in combination. There is still some want of 
distinctness about the lines of cleavage in Japan- 
ese politics, but if anything may be regarded 
as certain, itis thatthe Xarshin-éo and the Fiyu- 
fo can never coalesce. Of course our readers 
are aware thatthe Aafshin-/o no longer exists 
in name: it has been absorbed into the amal- 
gamated opposition, the SAimpo-¢o. But though 
several political coteries have been united 
to form the SAizmpo-to, it may safely be 
asserted that they have all gravitated to the 
Katshin-to, and that the spirit of the latter do- 
minates the newly formed coalition. The shock 
of some great national crisis might partially 
break up either the Fsyu fo or the Shéimpo-to, 
and cause a secession from the ranks of one to, 
those of the other. But speaking generally, the 
(wo great parties are now as wide as the poles 
apart, and however strong may be Marquis Ito's 
propensity to compromise, he cannot have de- 
liberately conceived the hopeless project of 
bringing the two into the same camp. If it 
was desirable in the interests of the country— 
and we have not the smallest doubt that it was 
desirable—to postpone to the latest possible 
date the introduction of party Government, the 
one effective plan was that the statesmen by 
whom the affairs of the State were managed in 
the early years of the Afesjé era, should hold 
firmly together. Inthe face of a genuine union 
of these men, popular agitation would have been 
helpless, But they did not hold together, and 
they can never be brought together again. 
Marquis Ito is not likely to waste his strength 
upon such a chimera. It has often been stated 
in these columns that the one event essential to 
the introduction of Government by party, was a 
definite split among the A/ez7/ statesmen, follow- 
ed by the gravitation of their sections to each of 
the two great political parties of the time. That 
event has not yet fully come about, but it is 
almost within sight. 


CEREMONY IN HONOUR OF MEN 
KILLED IN WAR. 
——- —.---- 


At the instance of His Excellency Count 
Kabayama, Governor-General of Formosa, a 
religious ceremony ona large scale is to be held 
in Uyeno Park on the 25th instant, in memory 
of the officers and soldiers that lost their lives 
in their conquestof Formosa and the Pescadores. 
Shinto and Buddhist rituals will be performed, 
the former by about 170, the latter by 750, 
priests in full canonicals, 7” 
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SUGAR AND CAMPHOR IN 
FORMOSA. 
——_—_—__—_—_—_———_ 


E find the following correspondence 


in the Hongkong Daily Press :— 
Tainanfu, 6th April. 

You will, no doubt, long ere this have received 
my wire of the 31st ultimo, concerning the ex- 
traordinary action of the Japanese in arresting 
foreign compradores, confiscating camphor, and 
seizing all the books. The unfortunate foreign 
employés had to march a distance of fifteen miles, 
their captors refusing to allow them to have chairs. 
The greatest excitement prevailed, as may be 
supposed, and trade was brought to a complete 
standstill. Urgent telegrams to both Taipel and 
Tokyo have resulted in getting the release of the 
prisoners, but not until they had been mulcted in 
the sum of $300 each, We have sot yet heard as 
to whether the embargo has been taken off the 
foreign premises and the camphor restored. Since 
then we have heard that foreign camphor, on it¢ 
way to the port, has been seized, and yesterday a 
wite came from Chip Chip stating that the cam- 
phor business there had been broken up. The 
conduct of the Japanese authorities seems inex- 
plicable; indeed, uo exact precedent for it can be 
found even in the worst Chinese days. 

A most peculiar and unintelligible set of rules 
and regulations regarding sugar (which if carried 
out amounts, practically, to prohibiting, or at least 
very materially restricting the produce) has just 
been issued. The old lekin stations are being 
furbished up and are to be in full swing on or after 
the rth inst. The Treaty port is surrounded by 
these; and in fact a condition of affairs closely 
approaching that attempted by Liu Ming-chuan 
some years ago seems on the point of being once 
more instituted. Foreigners have tried hard to 
make every allowance for the Japanese as new- 
comers, but it now seems only too evident that 
they have, at heart, a desire to obstruct and, if 
possible, drive foreign trade out of the island. 
We are confidently relying, however, that the 
efforts our respective representives at Tokyo are 
making will, in the end, bring about a state 
much more in keeping with justice and that con- 
dition of civilized amity which the Japanese so 
earnestly profess. It is perhaps only fair to admit 
there seems some season to believe that much is 
due to the unbounded arrogance and ignorance 
of the smaller official fry, who appear to have 
been given a brief authority and power which no 
country unpossessed of the bureaucratic despotism 
so rampant in Japan would be capable of afford- 
ing. To show the extent to which Japanese are 
capable of going I append a translation of 
the ‘Sugar Regulation,” the originals of which 
have been forwarded to the Foreign Consuls 
and, of course, purport to refer to foreigners as 
well as others. 

(TRANSLALION,) 
REGULATIONS FOR TAXATION OF SUGAR. 

Rule 1.—The manufacturer, the intermediary, 
and the merchant shall all be considered persons 
ingaged in the sugar trade. 

Rule 2.—-Any one proposing to deal in sugar 
must first apply to the proper authorities for a 
licence; if the same person starts business al seve- 
ral places he must receive a licence for each place. 

Rule 3.—20 cents must be paid in advance for 
each licence. . 

Rule 4.—Should the licence be lost or spoilt, or 
should another succeed to the business or the 
licensee change his name or habitation, in all such 
cases the matter must be reported tothe authori- 
ties, with a request for the issue of a new licence, 
fees to be paid according to the above rate. 

Rule 5.—If business be given up, the circum- 
stance must be reported and the licence sur- 
rendered and cancelled. Should there still be any 
sugar in stock on which duty has not been paid, 
it must pay the proper amount of duty. 

Rule 6.—The licences must not be borrowed, 
bought, or sold, and must not be carelessly parted 
with. 

Rule 7.—Every sugar mill must pay $3 a year. 
Should the number of mills be increased, the tax 
must be paid for the current year on the increased 
number. Ifa fresh manufactory be started, the 
mill tax on such for the current year must be paid 
at the time the licence is applied for. 

Rule 8.—The year during which a licence is 
good expires on the 31st January. 

Rule 9.—The duty on sugar is as follows t= 

On white sugar 35 cents per picul. 
On brown sugar 35 cents per picul. 

Rule 10.—Taxes of whatever nature may be paid 
either by the manufacturer, agent, or merchant. 

Rule 11. —Should any sugar merchant desire to 
transport to the coast duty paid sugar for export, 
he must apply to the Tax Office for a transit pass; 
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and the goods whilst en route to the coast must be 
accompanied by such pass for inspection, 

Transit passes will be granted in accordance 
with the number applied for. 

Rule 12.—At the time of export the merchant 
must report and point out the sugar to the examis 
nation office and pay the duties in accordance with 
the weight. 

Rule 13.—If a dealer in sugar disposes of any 
to aretailer or appropriates a small quantity for 
his private use he must keep a note of the quantity 
and must on the fifth of every month make up a 
return of all small quantities disposed of in this 
way during the preceding month and pay duty in 
accordance with the gth regulation. If he closes 
business or removes elsewhere, he must at once 
report the quantity disposed of and pay duty. 

Rule 14.—Officers provided with proper cre- 
dentials shall from time to time inspect the godown, 
shops, mills, all the account books, and also the 
sugar manufactured, 

Rule 15.—Transit passes shall be valid for 
three months from date of issue. 

Rule 16.—Sugar intended for export must (with 
the exception of such as is intended for Japan) be 
examined and pay duty atthe Custom-house and 
on atrival at its destination the Customs duty, re- 
ceipts, and other evidence may be presented for the 
inspection and stamp of the Japanese Consul. 
Should any sugar be brought back to Formosa 
and satisfactory proof be tendered, a proportionate 
amount of duty will be refunded by the local 
Custom-house in the form of drawback certificates, 
which shall be valid for three years. 

Rule 17.—Persons illegally engaging in the 
sugar business without a licence shall be liable to 
a fine of from $5 to $50 and confiscation of the 
sugar manufactured and also of the sugar sold. 

Rule 18.—Persons resisting the inspection stipu- 
lated for by the r2th and 14th rales will be liable 
to fines of from $5 to $50. 

Rule 19.—Any persons committing a breach of 
the rith rule and clandestinely conveying sugar 
to the coast for export without a Transit pass 
shall be liable to a fine of from $10 to $100 and 
the sugar confiscated. 

Rule 20.—Breach of the 6th regulation shall be 
visited by a fine of from $2 to $20. 

Rule 21.—Persons committing breaches of 4th, 
sth, or 13th rule by neglecting to report to the 
authorities shall be visited by fines of from $1 to 


5. 

Rule 22.—Anyone aiding and abetting the eva- 
sion of duty shall be fined from $3 to $30. 

Rule 23.—Duty must be paid by the dealer in 
accordance with the gth rule on all sugar in pos- 
session on the day ant.ounced for the enforcement 
of these rules. 


Reference has already been made to the 
camphor question in thus columns. The 
long and short of the matter is that the 
Japanese Authorities have required all 
persons engaged in the camphor in- 
dustry to produce their licences, and have 
insisted that those not furnished with 
licences shall cease to cut trees and 
extract camphor. It was never lawful, at 
any time, that people should step in and 
appropriate the products of the island 
without the permission of its owners. 
Against persons holding licences duly 
obtained from the Chinese authorities, the 
Japanese have not instituted any restric- 
tive measures, as we understand. They 
have merely taken steps to distinguish 
between licensed and unlicensed indus- 
trials; in other words, have adopted pre- 
cautions to restrain practices amounting 
virtually to robbery. It is possible that 
some unnecessary harshness may have 
attended the enforcement of these pre- 
cautions. Upon that point we have no 
information. But surely there is nothing 
“inexplicable” in an effort to place this 
important industry upon an honest and 
lawful footing. If certain Chinese have 
been felling camphor trees and manufac- 
turing camphor without any right what- 
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ever to do so, and if they have treated 
with absolute indifference the mandate of 
the Japanese requiring them to produce 
their licences, they must expect to be 
counted transgressors of the law. We 
are informed, on the best authority, that 
persons holding licences have not been 
interfered with in any way, and that it is 
the earnest desire of the Japanese Go- 
vernment to extend the fullest recognition 
to every legitimate foreign interest. 


With regard to the Sugar Regulations, 
which the correspondent calls “ peculiar 


and unintelligible,” and which, he says, 


“Gf carried out, amount practically to 
prohibiting, or at least very materially 
restricting, the produce,” one need only 
read them to appreciate the extravagance 
of such a criticism. They may be stated 
in a very few words :—No one can engage 
in the sugar business without a licence, 
the cost of which is 20 cents per annum. 
On each sugar mill a yearly tax of $3 is to 
be paid. When it is desired to transport 
sugar to the coast for export, a transit 
pass, good for three months but costing 
nothing, must be obtained. Finally, duty 
at a fixed rate for each of the grades of 
sugar has to be paid, except, of course, in 
the case of sugar shipped for Japan. 
Could anything be simpler? We fail to 
discover anything “ peculiar or unintelli- 
gible’? about such a system, or to see how 


Jit will “ prohibit or very materially restrict 


the production” of sugar. As to the 
‘Cold likin stations,’’ which, the corre- 
spondent says, “‘are being furbished up and 
are to be in full swing on and after April 
11th,” and which lead him to declare that 
‘© a condition of affairs closely approaching 
that attempted by Liv MING-CHUAN some 
years ago, seems on the point of being 
once more instituted,” the question 
naturally suggests itself, what hardship is 
involved in passing a /kin station if no 
tax be levied there. Transit passes are 
to be granted free of cost, and it is evident, 
therefore, that the object of establishing 
stations on the routes leading to the treaty 
ports must be merely to better control the 
trade. Clear information is not yet forth- 
coming on these points, but we can be 
very certain that the Foreign Consuls and 
Representatives would quickly interfere 
if obstacles, such as those described by 
this correspondent, were wantonly placed 
in the path of trade. We can also be 
certain that the Japanese Government are 
entirely opposed to any obstructive pro- 
cedure of the kind, and it seems fair to 
infer that the Tainan correspondent’s ideas 
about the fiscal system adopted with 
regard to sugar in Formosa are not much 
clearer than his ideas about the “ bureau- 
cratic despotism so rampant in Japan.’’ 


a a 


Messrs. K. Toyohara, S. Ito, T. Yamagata, 
T. Shimura, J. Yoshimura, K. Horimi, Y. Hiri- 
kawa, S. Ohama, G. Ogura, B. Mita, T. Sano, 
R. Yamamoto, K. Kuri, T. Furuya, T. Sawada, 
and K. Kitahara have been appointed Directors 
of Post and Telegraph Offices in Formosa. — 
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THE EMPEROR'S GIFUS TO MRS. 
GRESHAM. 


i 

It does not appear that the presents sent by 
the Emperor of Japan to Mrs. Gresham have 
yet reached their destination. In consideration 
of the good offices performed by the Hon. Mr. 
Gresham on Japan’s account during the War 
with China, the Emperor expressed his desire to 
send some objects of Japanese art to Mrs. 
Gresham. Mr. Kurino, Japanese Representative 
in Washington, was entrusted with the duty of 
presenting the articles. He left Washington 
for Chicago, where Mrs. Gresham was residing, 
but did not take the gifts in the train by which 
he travelled, it being considered advisable, on 
account of their bulk, to send them by the freight 
cars. Mr. Kurino waited several days for their 
arrival in Chicago, and was finally obliged to 
return to Washington, giving them up for lost. 
Doubtless the carrier company to which they 


were entrusted can be held responsible for the 


loss, but that is small consolation in the case of 
art objects that can not possibly be replaced. 








VHE NATIONAL UNIONISTS AND 
COUNT ITAGAKTI. 


—-+—- -— }& —_- —_ —— 

The adhesion of the Liberals to the Govern- 
ment’s cause in the last session of the Diet would 
not have produced a working majority had not 
the National Unionists voted on the same side. 
Hence there has been some curiosily to know 
how the entrance of Count Itagaki into the 
Cabinet would affect the National Unionists. 
The Nichi Nichi Shimbun writes very coufident- 
ly on the subject. 
have no reason whatever, and can not con- 


sistently have any reason, to resent the Count’s 


return to office. Their own party has supplied 
several leading members of the Administration, 
Marquis Saigo, Mr. Shirane, Count Kabayama, 
and Viscount Takashima. To the same 
category may be added the names of Messrs. 
Furusho, Maki, and Sokabe, who have all re- 
ceived official appointments in Formosa. The 
National Unionists can not be offended becanse 
the consideration enjoyed by themselves is ex- 
tended to their recent allies. 


wee 





ce re me 


PRESENT CONDITION OF CHRISTI. 
Ly ANITY IN FAPAN. 


é See ee 


At the present moment the Chiristian com- 
munities of Japan seem to be in a very quies- 
cent state, remarks a vernacular contemporary. 
That is principally due to the tendency they 
have developed to avoid mere theoretical discus- 
sion, coupled with a desire to demonstrate the 
truth of their faith by the active practice of their 
most cherished principles. Not that polemic 
controversies have been entirely suspended 
through sheer weariness, for such prominent 
Japanese Christians as Messrs: Harada Suke, 
Kishimoto Nobuta, Konishi Masutaro, and so 
forth are regularly holding meetings, at which 

. they freely exchange ideas with adherents of 
_ other creeds. Be that as it may, the practical 
\¥ | side of Christianity is assuming larger propor- 
* | tions than before, as, for example, the agitation 
against the sanction of licensed prostitution in 
Formosa, the question of Korean education, 
and so forth. In this respect the grand meeting 

of Christians held at Nara last year aud the 
manifesto they subsequently issued are said to 
have led to important results. The manifesto, 
which has been highly applauded by a noted 
Japanese Professor in the Doshisha University 
fas being by far the most influential document 
/ vot issued by Christians in Japan, consists of 
4 five articles, as follow :-— 

Art. L.--To repent of sins and be obedient lo 
rahe Heavently Father through our Lord Jesus 

livist, 

Ait. I1].—Mankind being the childrei of God, 
the great principles of love and sympathy must 
be upheld among thei. 

Art. ILL.—To maintain the principle of strict 
ionogamy, to purify domestic relations, and to 
observe the ties that bind pacents and children, 


Google 


‘of dogmatism or theocratic tendency, and of the 















ahan that. 






It declares that the Unionists 












































































and that exist between brothers and sisters, one 
with the other. 

Act. 1V.—To assert nationality and promote the 
happiness of men. 

Aut. V.—To cling fast to the permanent hape of 
a fuluce reward through loyalty and righteousness, 
! The same anthority declares that ‘ viewed 
from the stand point of conciseness, of absence 


As one of the Governors, and as Convener of the 
“Calendar” Committee, I have naturally been able 
to exercise very considerable influence in moulding 
the arrangements of that College in the direction in- 
dicated in my paper, and now very complete courses 
of instruction are given in all the departments I there. 
in named, It is rather a curious fact in the history of 
education, that these courses ure almost identical 
with those which I had previously arfanged for the 
Imperial College of Engineering, Japan, and which 
now forms part of the Imperial University. My pro- 
posals, at first, met with considerable opposition from 
men whose names were well known in the educational 
world, who said that it was a mistake to specialise in 
a college or university course of engineering, and that 
all the students should go through practically the 
same curriculum. When they said this they forgot 
that modern engineering is not a single profession, 
but a group of allied professions, all, no doubt, 
having a common basis, but differing entirely in the 
nature of the preparation required for their special 
work. ‘The subjects are almost of equal value, from 
an educational point of view, and it surely will be 
admitted that it is only reasonable that the students 
should be allowed to select those which are most use- 
ful in the departments of engineering which they have 
chosen, as it is quite impossible to do justice to the 
whole of them, 


With our readers’ permission we shall make one 
other extract from the same essay, because it 


seems to us well worth the perusal of every one 
connected with education :— 


rominence given to morals and ethics based 
on the personal instructions of Christ, the in- 
struciions forniiig “the basis of this creed 
must be considered as the best of their 
kind since the establishment of the Christian 
church in Japan.” The issue of such a mani- 
esto, a contemporary avers, may indeed be 
aken as a sign of the gradual Japonicization of 
hristianity. This tendency has shown itself 
even in theological controversy, dogmatic and 
abstract theology giving place to social and 
ethical theology. In other words, Christianity 
is gradually approaching the ideas embodied 
in Confucianism. Mr. Harada says that the 
comment of some folk that Christianity and 
Buddhism are gradually approaching each other, 
is beside the mark. Christianity is not specu- 
lative in the sense that Buddhism is: in points 
of practicality and social morality it rather re- 
sembles Confucianism. 

This Japonicization of Christianity is reflect- 
ed in the current Christian periodicals. The 
Kirisutokyo Shimbun regrets to see the lonely, 
forsaken state of Christian literature. ‘* Periodi- 
cals treating of Christianity,” says that journal, 
“exceed 40, but not one of them has a circula- 
tion above 499 copigs, and the majority sell less 
Under the circumstances, a Chris- 
ian journal that enjoys any established influence 
in society must be very rare, if indeed any such 
xists. Why isthat?”’ The Waseda Bungaku, 
from which we are quoting, explains that the 
thingis due tothe fact that the thoughts contained 
in the articles published in these magazines are 
very ill-digested, while the literal translations from 

estern periodicals are badly phrased; in 
other words they are not Japonicized. There- 
fore these magazines are not considered 
worthy of being read. Mr. Harada also says 
that ‘the sale of books treating of Christian 
literature or theology has considerably fallen. 
Hereafter all such publications will fail to at- 
tract public notice unless undertaken by com- 
petent Japanese Christiaii scholars.” Christian 
literature in Japan is thus destined to enter a 
second epoch. Opinion as to the advisability 
Trevising the Japanese version of the Book of 
Psalms is growing more and more influential ; 
while many are said to hold that the translation 


I have frequently in recent years expressed the wish 
that the term '‘ technical education” had never been 
invented, or that a legislative enactment could be 
devised which would for ever put it out of existence. 
The ideas of many who write and talk about it do not 
seem to rise above mere mechanical manipulation in 
workshops, or the collection of formal information on 
a variety of more or less useful subjects, but which 
would do little or nothing for the education of the 
scholars, and would only serve to sharpen the tools 
with which the ever-increasing competition of the 
world is carried on, and which has driven almost all 
the pleasure out of life. 

I do not believe that strict attention to what is 
generally considered mere utility, or the wretched 
policy of making so much study the measure of so 
much profit In money, ever yet produced one really 
educated man. A man’s usefulness depends much 
more on what he is, than on what he knows; and 
industry, courage, endurance, and integrity are much 
more valuable qualities than the ability to pass 
examinations in general or technical subjects, 
Technical training by itself may make useful ap- 
pendages to machines, but it will never make leaders 
of men who are qualified by their trained intelligence 
and liberal education to organise and guide the great 
industrial undertakings of the world, not only 
through their technical], but also through their econo- 
mic difficulties, It is quite evident that the problems 
of the future which will require the greatest amount 
of attention will be of an economic, and not simply of 
a mechanical, nature, and they will require for their 
solution men who have been educated in a most 
thorough manner, and fitted to understand all the 
factors of which they are composed. 

Even from a practical point of view, it is evident 
that success in any trade or profession does not 
depend so much on the amount of information which 
has been crammed into the learners’ heads as is often 
supposed. It depends incomparably more upon their 
capacity for useful action than their acquirements in 
knowledge; and, therefore, in the education of the 
young, attention should be directed to the develop- 
ment of faculties and valuable qualities rather than to 
the acquisition of knowledge, which may be deferred 
to a more mature age, If we wish our country to 
retain its position among the foremost countries of 
the world, we must recognise that neither techni- 
cal skill nor scientific knowledge will avail much 
unless they are combined with breadth of economic 
and political vision, and with depth of social feeling 
on the part of the citizens. All experience and history 
show us that the spiritual is the parent and first cause 
of the practical, and that an ounce of manly pride and 
enthusiasm has always been worth a pound of technical 
skill. It is, therefore, evident that the internal culture 
of the individual is among the prime necessities of 
human well being, and that exclusive importance 
should not be attached either to the ordering of out. 
ward circumstances or to training for practical work. 


Since Mr. Dyer left Japan, a considerable 
part of his time seems to have been taken up 
with the study of the deeper problems connect- 
ed with Western civilization, not only in Great 
Britain but also in Europe and America. He 
has published a volume on the subject, and we 
learn that he has collected materials for other 
works in the same line. The book is entitled 
‘‘ The Euoleten- ,”> and among 32 
journalistic notices now lying before us, not one 
has anything but praise for the volume. We 
quote one :— 

Dr. Dyer has laid out for us a programme that will 


engage the highest powers of several generations ; has 
pointed us forward to noble achievements, while not 


ers) 





MR. HENRY DYER'S WORK IN 

SCOTLAND. 

—__>—_——_ 
Mr. Henry Dyer, formerly Principal of the 
Japanese Engineering College—perhaps the 
most successful educational institution ever or- 
ganised in Japan—has read, before the Philoso- 
phical Society of Glasgow, a paper, now issued 
in pamphlet form, on “ Technical Education 
in Glasgow and the West of Scotland.” Mr. 
Dyer is Life Governor of the Glasgow and West 
of Scotland Technical College, and his au- 
thority as an educationist in widely recognised. 
The lecture shows remarkable breadth of view 
combined with practicality in detail. Mr. Dyer 
has had a memorable experience. Thirteen 
years ago, he read before the same Philosophical 
Society a paper on “ Technical Education with 
special reference to the requirements of Glas- 
gow and the West of Scotland.” Much atten- 
tion was aroused by the paper, and many com- 
ments were evoked, all favourable in one sense, 
but many unfavourable in another, namely, that 
Mr. Dyer was half a century a-head of his time, 
and that his high ideals were not within the 
range of practical efforts. Nevertheless, three 
years later, Mr. Dyer has the satisfaction of 
seeing his views endorsed in the most marked 
manner, for, by order of the Queen in Council, 
there was founded the Glasgow and West of 
Scotland Technical College, and Mr. Dyer 
says in his last communication to the Philoso- 
phical Society :-— 
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upon his best belief and was privileged. He 
had a right, he asserted, to inform the 
members of his family in order to protect 
them from associating with a woman who, in 
his opinion, was unfit for their society. After 
a four days’ trial, in the course of which much 
expert evidence was given as to professional 
etiquette and custom, Judge Hawkins summed 
up. His charge, although leaving the ques- 
tions both of fact and privilege to the jury, 
was strongly in favour of the plaintiff. Admit- 
ting, he said, the necessity of protecting his 
family against a woman whom he believed to 
be unchaste, there were also several courses 
open. It would have been quite sufficient to 
request his wife not to be intimate with Mrs. 
Kitson, who had herself written him saying 
that she would not cross his threshold until 
she had cleared herself. She wrote him a piti- 
ful latter saying that the matter concerned 
only their two selves and asked: ‘‘ Why did 
you not let my unhappy life go? Iam hunt- 
ed out like the veriest outcast. Do, for God's 
sake, err on the side of mercy and be my 
friend.” His reply was that he must close 
the correspondence, and that he would in- 
form his wife the next morning. The Judge 
dwelt on these and other pathetic details, but it 
was not necessary as far as the jury was con- 
cerned. They retired and returned presently, 
with probably the heaviest verdict ever rendered 
in a slander case. They awarded the plaintiff 
$60,000 (U.S. gold) damages. The announce- 
ment was received with cheers, which even 
the Judge made no attempt to suppress for some 
moments. Mrs. Kitson fainted, and it was an 
hour before she recovered consciousness. The 
Judge refused to allow an appeal on legal ques- 
tions of privilege, saying that the verdict implied 
express malice. He also refused at first to stay 
execution on the ground of excessive damages, 
but decided to defer judgment for two days. 

The Times, in commenting on the case, says: 
We cannot think there was any imperative need 
for Dr. Playfair to tell his wife the opinion he 
had formed about Mrs. Kitson’s behaviour. Ags 
for his further statement to Sir James Kitson, it 
is difficult to imagine how he could have thought 
himself justified in making it. Our only satis- 
faction in the case is that it teaches the lesson 
that if a medical man reveals a professionally 
gained secret he does so athis peril. The Dasly 
ews remarks:—If professional confidence is not 
binding among relatives, no doctor should pre- 
scribe for his wife’s connections or his own. 
The most painful part of this trial is the revela- 
tion of the manner in which doctors may explain 
away the duty of silence. We trust that upon 
this supremely vital subject there may comea 
reassuring statement from the highest quarter. 
The Pall Ma Gasetie writes:—Justice Hawkins 
did not consider the verdict excessive, and his 
view will commend itself to every sane intel- 
ligence. Had the trial resulted otherwise, the 
consulting-room would have lost its character 
irretrievably. Therefore we rejoice that the les- 
son dealt out to Dr. Playfair has been sharp and 
severe. The St. fames Gasette says :—It would 
be intolerable that a doctor should regard him- 
self as a moral censor and be permitted to punish 
by exposure and defamation sins which he has 
discovered, or believes he has discovered. A 
doctor who has suspicions, though they be strong 
enough in his mind to amount to proof, that a 
lady patient has been unchaste, must keep his 
opinions and inferences to himself. 


forgetting the ciude and confused material on which 
we have to work; has blended in an admirable unity 
the exactness of science with the enthusiasm of 
humanity. Amid the crowd of books that offer guidance 
through our social maze there is no other to which we 
could award the whole-hearted commendation that is 
due to ' The Evolution of Industry.’ ” 


A CORRUPT FUDGE. 


S  EEEEEEEEEEEEon _anREEEEEEe! 

The Tokyo Local Court has pronounced sen- 
tence upon Mr. Yamamoto Hatsuo, ex-judge 
of the Tokyo Court of Appeal, who was charged 
with fraudulent misappropriation of money. 
The suin involved was only 230 yen, but the 
Court fittingly deemed the offence to be of a most 
grave character and sentenced the culprit to 3 
years’ major confinement with a fine of 20 yen 
and police surveillance for a period of one year. 
The defendant was a graduate of the cé-devant 
College of Law that was for a time under the 
control of the Department of Justice, but sub- 
sequently amalgamated with the Law College 
of the Imperial University. He was a man of 
loose morals, habitually spending more than 
his income, frequently mixed up in transac- 
tions with usurers, keeping a mistress, and in 
consequence of his infatuation becoming more 
deeply involved in pecuniary embarrassments. 
On Sept. 7th of last year, his college mate, at 
that time a member of the Tokyo bar, Mr. 
Imamura, called upon him and asked whether 
he could procure a sum of about 3,000 yen in 
behalf of Mr. Kawanishi, a client, a well- 
known dealer in sewing needles in the Ginza, 
Tokyo. Then ensued a series of transactions 
difficult to understand and tedious to follow, 
he upshot being that the Judge, having appro- 
priated part of the loan as it passed through 
his hands, forged a document for the purpose 
of concealing his fraud, an act that led to 
speedy disclosure. 








PROFESSIONAL SECRETS. 
——~<»—____—_. 





A very sensational slander case has just been 
decided in London that solves the question whe- 
ther a physician has a right to betray the sectets 
of his patients. The case was that of Kitson 
against Playfair. The plaintiff is a daughter- 
in-law of Sir James Kitson, the head of a pro- 
minent English family, and the defendant is an 
eminent physician of London and the brother 
of Lord Playfair. He is also the brother-in-law 
of the plaintiff. At the outset of the trial, Judge 
Hawkins, before whom it came, made an earnest 
endeavour to secure a settlement out of court 
on account of the painful nature of the case, 
but the defendant refused to make the simple 
statement that he might have been mis- 
taken in the judgment he had formed, an 
admission that would have ended the dispute 
and restored the plaintiff's reputation, which 
was the real point at issue. The case went on 
and the undisputed facts developed were these: 
—Mrs. Kitson was seriously ill in London about 
ayearago. Her husband was then in Australia, 
and she had not seen him for more thana year. 
She was attended by Dr. Williams, who, when 
the case came up, suggested a consultation. 
The plaintiff agreed to call Dr. Playfair, who is 
a specialist. She submitted to an examination 
and also an operation, which was performed 
by Dr. Playfair, who became convinced that 
Mrs. Kitson was not a faithful wife. She 
protested her innocence and begged for an op- 
portunity to explain, and besought him to with- 
draw hisimputation. Dr. Playfair refused to do 
so unless she would say that her husband had 
beenin England within afew months. She was 
unable to do this, but begged Dr. Playfair not 
to execute his threat to denounce her to his wife 
and Sir James Kitson until her husband could 
be sent for. Dr. Playfair declined to see her or 
entertain her request, but made known his belief 
to the two persons mentioned. Sir James there- 
upon cut off the annuity of $25,000 which he 
had allowed Mrs. Kitson. ‘She also found her- 
self socially ostracized. Then she sent for her 
husband, who staunchly believes in her honour, 
aud brought suit to vindicate her character, 
Dr. Playfair, instead of pleading the truth of his 
Statement of alleged facts, said it was based 


MARRIAGE IN TOKYO. 


————_—_—_—_____ 

Yesterday afternoon the Rev. Charles Hos- 
kins Evans and Miss Lena Thomas were 
married in Trinity Cathedral, Tokyo, the Rev. 
J. M. Francis, assisted by the Rev. E. R. 
Dodman, performing the ceremony. The 
Cathedral was prettily decorated, and a large 
number of friends assembled to witness the 
ceremony. The bride’s dress was of white 
crape trimmed with white moiré silk, and she 
wore an embroidered tulle veil. She was given 
away by Mr. J. Gardiner, in the unavoidable 
absence of her brother-in-law, Mr. Kirby. 
After the ceremony, a reception was held at the 
Hotel Métropole, Tsukiji. 


Google 
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THE BICYCLE ACCIDENT. 
OO 

The Fé Shimpo contains some particulars 
of the accident that befel the Rev. J. B. Porter 
on the 14th instant. It appears that the place 
of the occurrence was near Motohida, on the 
road between Busho and Tsuruga. How the 
bicycle got out of control is not explained, but 
the precipice over which the unfortunate gentle- 
man fell is described as several hundred feet 
high, a figure of speech, we presume. The sea 
washes the base of the cliff, but happily Mr. 
Porter did not fall to the bottom. His body 
was Caught on a tree about mid-way, and there 
he lay unconscious. A postman coming by 
shortly afterwards, saw what had happened 
and hastened to give the alarm. A num- 
ber of the inhabitants of Motohida, accom- 
panied by the police, proceeded to the spot. 
They divided into two parties, one going 
by the sea, the other by the cliff road. Mr. 
Porter was lowered from his perilous position, 
placed in a boat, and carried to aninn in Moto- 
hida, where medical assistance was quickly pro- 
cured. He had several wounds on his head 
and his left arm was broken. Notice having 
been sent to his friends in Kobe and Osaka, he 
was removed by their desire to the hospital in 
Tsuruga, where he now lies. .A telegram re- 
ceived by us from Kobe this morning conveys 
a hope of the reverend gentleman’s recovery. 





MR. MORTIMER MENPES. J 


4 


—_-—_—______——_ 

There are few men now living who have done 
so much to enable the stay-at-home English- 
man to realise thé Tife and art of Japanras has the 
man whose name gives fhe title to this article, 

is Japanese pictures exhibited in Bond Street 
eight years ago came as an absolute revelation 
to the whole of London, London that is, social 
literary, scientific, quite as much as Loydon 
aztistic. For to those who visited that beauti- 

ul exhibition, and who did not? was revealed 
the dream-land of the East in all its delicate 
purity and beauty. The romance of which they 
had heard and read so much, but had scarcely 
realised, became for the first time to them a real 
and tangible thing, and t iti 

land of the Rising Sun, its blue skies, its flower- 
strewn avenues, its graceful women, became ac- 
tualised to many a wearied soul in the splendid 
gloom of the great Babylon of the West. 

Once again Mortimer Menpes is at work in 
the land he knows and loves so well, and the 
beauty of which he has so well rendered in his 
paintings in the past. And to one, who has 
been favoured with a glimpse of the work that 
is now being produced by him in Tokyo, comes 
the assurance that the London Exhibition of 
next April, will be even more striking than its 
predecessor eight years ago. For his scheme 
of work is as original as it is picturesque and 
interesting. Heis endeavouring to render upon 
his canvas, in a series of brilliant paintings and 
drawings, Japan by night as well as Japan by 
day; the child-life of the streets as well as the 
actor’s life upon the stage; the life of the worker 
in metal upon his bench as completely as the 
life of the artist in his studio: outdoor life 
and indoor life, the gaiety and vigour and 
“go” of the streets; the dim, beautiful silence 
of the ancient temples; the starry beauty of the 
blossom, the ripple of the stream beneath the 
sun and wind; city life and county life, art, 
and work, and play; Japan, in all its varied 
phases and in every aspect of its beauty, will be 
placed before the eyes of the great metropolis 
of the world. 


Not only on canvas will Mr. Menpes carry 
away his reminiscences of Japan. It is well 
known that he has built himself a house in 
England, much of the furniture and decoration 
of which is now being prepared in Kyoto. Some 
of the embroidered work which he has pur- 
chased in Japan is of the very finest description, 
and the house when finished will be one of the 
most beautiful of the many beautiful artist’s 
homes in the whole of England. 
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THE SILK DEADLOCK. 
anes Cenelaaaee 

Among foreigners some ridicule has been 
excited by the petition of the Yokohama silk- 
merchants that, in consideration of the almost 
unprecedented block in the silk trade, the Go- 
verninent should lend a sum of four million yea 
without interest. The programme of the peti- 
lioners, according to the vernacular press, was 
that a million yes should be expended in pur- 
chasing silk at 100 yen per bale above the rate 
now ruling, and that the silk purchased should 
be held until it could be sold ata profit. Mean- 
while, the remaining three million yes were to 
be banked, and the interest was to be applied 
to liquidating the debt to the Government, or 
rather to the Bank of Japan or the Specie Bank, 
for the plan was that one or both of those banks 
should finance the operation. Presumably 
the petitioners understood exactly what they 
meant to do, but certainly they did not succeed 
in conveying their meaning to others. There 
are now some 1,500 piculs of silk lying 
in Yokohama, the market price being about 
$600 per picul. A million yen would purchase 
1,500 piculs, approximately, at $700, and if that 
quantity, after being held for a year, were ulti- 
mately sold at $600, the loss would just be 
covered by the interest on three million yes at 
5 percent. But the programme being that the 
silk should be held until it could be disposed 
of at $700 per picul, there would be no loss 
except the interest on the million yen expended 
in purchasing the 1,500 piculs. Thus, the 
scheme ultimately assumes the shape of a pro- 
posal to appropriate the interest on three million 
yen for the purpose of defraying the interest on 
one million—a sufficiently bizarre idea. We read 
in the Keigat Zashé that the Authorities, while 
not unwilling to assist the silk-men in their 
dilemma, found their proposals too vague, and 
accordingly returned the petition, recommend. 
ing that it be amended so as to assume an in- 
telligible shape. The suggestion was adopted, 
and the petition baving been altered—in what 
manner we are not told—at an extraordinary 
meeting of the silk merchants, was forwarded 
once more to the Government on the roth in- 
stant, though the Governor of Kanagawa. The 
Keiza: is confident that the Government will 
now agree to lend 4 million yen free of interest. 


THE MISSING LINK. 
- —- > 

The trouble about finding the “ missing link ” 
—we speak as disciples of Darwinism—is that 
researches can not easily be conducted in de- 
/’ posits prior to the age when human beings are 
known to have existed. Until the Pliocene and 

_ Miocene strata can be delved into, it will not 
| be reasonable to look for the discovery of re- 









































































mains distinctly belonging to the transition 
period when the Simian merged into the human. 
The ten thousand years represented by our 
superficial post-glacial deposits are altogether 
too modern. It is to the cranium that scientists 

4 look for the chief distinction between man and 

tape. The average brain capacity of human 
beings is 1g02 cubic centimetres, while the 
highest skull of an anthropoid ape, hitherto 
discovered, measures only 500 cubic centi- 
metres. Remains have been found, it is true, 
pointing to a very low organization. The 
Neanderthel skull, for example, with its low 
cranial arch, depressed frontal area, narrow 
forehead, and immense superciliary ridge, might 
have been identified as that of an ape had it not 
possessed a brain capacily of 1,200 cubic centi- 
metres—itoo much for a monkey, too little for a 
man, and yet not fairly bridging the interval be- 
tween the two. Eugéne Dubois, however, re- 
cently discovered something very like the mis- 
sing link. He found itin Sava, on the southern 
slope of the Kendeng Hills, where deposits fair- 
ly referrable to the Pleistocene era have been 
examined. The remains consist of a cranium, 
two molar teeth, and a left thigh bone. The 
skull indicated a brain capacity of 1,000 cubic 
centimetres, and its various dimensions were 
similarly intermediate between those of ape and 
man, The teeth, from their great size, indicat- 
ed protruding jaws; a snouty appearance of 
face, and a monkey-like set of head on the 
vertebral column. The thigh bone indicat- 
ed a human being, walking erect, and 
having a stature of abont 5 feet 5 inches. 
Dubois calls this singular being ‘“‘ Pithe- 
canthropus erectus,” or an erect ape-man, 
It must be observed, however, that anthro- 
pologists are not yet unanimous in their verdict 
about these remains. The Germans are dis- 
posed to consider that the teeth are those of an 
ape; that the skull belonged to a gibbon, and 
that the thigh bone was that of aman. But by 
degrees these conclusions have been traversed, 
especially by the Dublin Royal Society and the 
Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and 
Ireland, and on the whole it appears to be be-| 
lieved in the scientific world that the discovery 
of Dubois is highly significant. Prince Krapot- 
kin, whose essay in the WMineleenth Century 
ably sums up the evidence, says that ‘‘ the 
fossils discovered by Dubois contain some very 
precious indications as to the lines upon which 
evolution was going during the latest periods of 
the earth’s history.” 


ENGLAND ON THE SEA. 
—-- >----- -_—-— = 

Admiral Sir R. Vesey Hamilton, in an essay 
exposing the extravagance of the invasion 
scares and panics that so offen disturb the Bri- 
istemind shows that never yet did any foreign 
‘Power seriously contemplate an invasion of 
‘England without some strong expectation of 
finding aid among the Ejgtish themeelves. 
That is true even of the Spanish Armada— 
which great aggressive effort, by the way, is 
now shown (to have been prompted by purely 
commercial motives, not merely by military 
ambition. The Admiral also shows that the 
British Navy has scarcely ever sustained a de- 
feat—never acrushing one. Its severest disaster 
vas that of Beachy Head in 1690, when an 
allied squadron sath aglishacd Jutch vessels 
were beatep by 80..French. Even then only 
one English vessel was captured, though eight 
were destroyed by order of the British Com- 
mander to escape capture during the pursuit to 
the Nore. Six weeks later most of the fleet 
was ready again for action, and at no time was 
the command of the Channel in the enemy's 
ands. It must be admitted that the record of 
the British Navy isunique. No other European 
avy, nor any European army, can show such a 
sistory. For the information of pessimists who 
hold that the personnel of the Navy is inferior 
to what it was in the old times, we may quote 
this dictum of Sir Vesey Hamilton’s :—" Speak- 





_—-. 


THE SOUL-FUSAN TELEGRAPH. 


— —— a em ars 


The Korean correspondent of the .Vorth 
China Daily News, a remarkable person at all 
times, writes thus, in his latest letter, about 
the Sdul-Fusan Telegraph :—‘‘ Why should 
Japan send a squad of men to repair the tele- 
graph, accompanied by a number of soldiers, 
into another country to repair and protect a 
line which they have no right to own at the 
present moment? ‘Might is Right’ here more 
than in any other country. Itis asked here: 
‘Why does not the King ask the representa- 
tive of other Treaty nations to protect him in 
the matter.’ I may answer that he cannot 
trust them, even if he had the sense to apply 
to them, for I can honestly say that, so far as 
Korean politics go in Sdéul, not two of the 
Ministers agree on a single question.” This|jng after fifty-one years’ connection with the 
writer is apparently ignorant that the Sdéul-|pctive naval service, I have no hesitation in 
Fusan line of telegraph belongs to Japan, {gaying that the rising generation is the finest I 
having been laid by her with the consent of the |iave known in that time, and I believe it is the 
Korean Government, and that, since the latter |hest we have ever had.” 
is incompetent to protect the telegraph, Japan 
has to perform that duty herself. 
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“Al HOME” ON THE “ EDGAR.” 
—————_——_—______. 

On Saturday afternoon Captain Henderson 
and the officers of Her Majesty's cruiser Edgar 
entertained a large party of the Tokyo and 
Yokohama residents, including several Japan- 
ese and German naval officers. Boats to carry 
the guests were in waiting at the English Hatoba 
from 2.45 p.m., and as the German men-of-war 
in port lent their assistance in this part of the 
arrangements, things were s0 managed that 
each group of guests, however small, was able 
to leave the hatoba without a moment’s delay. 
The whole of the after part of the ship was roof- 
ed with an awning of flags of all nations, and 
at the stern, backed by a star of sword bayonets, 
a platform afforded space for Japanese con- 
jurers, who performed many excellent feats of 
legerdemain throughout the afternoon. Dan- 
cing, commencing at a little after 3 o'clock, 
was kept up until nearly 7, and amusements of 
amore sportsmanlike character were furnished 
on the forward deck, where a puff-dart gallery 
with moving elephants and tigers for targets, 
and other contrivances for the exercise of talent 
and skill were extensively patronized: while on 
the main deck a shooting gallery for naval 
carbines was set up. The huge guns were 
bedecked with flowers, and the dancers glid- 
ing about among these tremendous engines 
of destruction offered contrasts sufficiently strik- 
ing to make a moralist eloquent. But these 
spectacles are not needed to remind us that 
Englishmen owe the pleasures of peace to 
the protection of such magnificent fighting 
machines as Her Majesty’s ship Edgar. Lovely 
weather, sunny yet crisp, enhanced the delights 
of a most hospitable and perfectly managed 
entertainment. 


A BIG RECLAMATION. 


—— 

An extensive scheme of reclamation has 
just been completed in Mikawa Province, the 
area reclaimed from the sea covering more 
than 1,100 cho—(one cho 23% acres). The 
undertaking was first projected by a wealthy 
gentleman of Yamaguchi, and after experi- 
encing considerable difficulty he suceeded in 
1891, in completing most of the scheme. Ty- 
phoous and a disastrous earthquake in the fall of 
1892 did so much damage to the works, how- 
ever, that a loss was incurred of over half a mil- 
lion yen. To restore the reclamation works to 
their original condition was beyond the original 
projector’s powers, and in April of the next year 
the whole were transferred to Mr. Kamino 
Kinnosuke, a wealthy landowner of Mikawa. 
Mr. Kamino placed the business of reclama- 
tion under the superintendence of Mr, Hattori 
Chohichi. Within three years it was com- 
plete, and Viscount Enomoto, Minister for 
Agriculture and Commerce, accompanied by 
Mr. Hayakawa Tetsuya, a Private Secretary of 
the Department, left Tokyo a few days ago to 
take part in the formal opening ceremony. 
The reclamation just concluded isa triumph 


for hydraulic engineering. aay CS 
wese—taken—as_guldes, and Mr. Kamino, 
taught by the failure of his predecessor, made 
the works as durable as possible. In place of 
wooden piles that the original projector had used 
in the dykes, he employed cement, and increased 
the height of the dykes from 18 ft. to 24 ft. 
Though the total area reclaimed exceeds 1,100 
cho (2,750 acres), 80 much space is taken up 
by dykes, drains, roads, and so forth that 
only 1,000 cho (2,500 acres) can be placed 
under cultivation. Already over 700 cho had 
been opened up by farmers, and this year 
the acreage is expected to be increased to above 
800 cho. The expense involved has been 
above 400,000 yen, or about 400 yen per cho. It 
is confidently believed, however, that now that 
the price of land is steadily tending upwards, the 
reclaimed area must be worth at least 13 million 
yen. In other words, Mr, Kamiya’s enterprise 
has secured him a net profit of over one million 
yenin the short space of three years. Light- 
tenths of the reclaimed groutid are to be applied 
ta the cultivation of rice. The remaining portion 
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will be used for the cultivation of vegetables, and 
so forth, and for building purposes. At present 
more than 1,600 families of tenant farmers are 


1 cultivating the new land, and of these 1,300 
’ families live in adjacent villages, the others 


being recent: settlers. The water supply is 
procured from the Toyokawa River. The main 
canal is some 20 miles in length, and serves 
many important purposes. It is to be used for 
floating down timber, abundantly produced 
in the remote parts of Mikawa, and is also in- 
tended for generating power for the Toyohashi 
Electric-Light Company, while along its course 
mills for cleaning rice, for flour-making, and so 
forth, are in course of erection. The canal will 
also be used as a highway to and from Toyo- 
hashi Station. Muro-mura, Atsumi-gun, is the 
name of the village where this large reclamation 


t scheme has been so success{tilly carried out. 





A FOREIGNER'S IDEA OF FAPAN. 
> 

The Fiji Shimpo has a singular article with 
reference to some statements said to have 
been made by a foreigner at a meeting in 
Yokohama. No report of the meeting has been 
published, nor does our contemporary indicate 
the source of its authority. The foreigner is 
represented as having said that Japan had no 
business to be elated about the successes achi- 
eved in her war with China, and that, although 
her foreign policy showed some signs of civili- 
zation, at heart she remained as unenlightened 
asever. In proof of this assertion the speaker 
declared that Marquis Ito’s procedure in the war 
with China had been determined in accord- 
ance with the divinations of a soothsayer 
named Takashima. Strange to say, the Fé/é 
Shimpo treats this matter seriously, 
sume that our contemporary has good au- 
thority for ascribing such language to a fo- 
reigner, but for ourselves we find it difficult 
to believe that the alleged statements were 
ever made, Nevertheless, some of the asser- 
lions that appear in the local English press 
about Japanese affairs are sufficiently extra- 
ordinary to be quoted in the context of this 
soothsaying story, and when we remember how 








largely the astrologer figured in European poli 


tics two centuries ago, we find some excuse for 
the alleged Yokohama canard. But the Féi 
Shimpo need not be at all distressed about the 
threat said to have been made by the foreigner, 
namely, that on his return home he should 
quote the Prime Minister’s recourse to a diviner 
in proof of Japan’s benighted condition. If 
there be any one in Yokohama—which we 
doubt—silly enough to believe that kind of 
thing, it certainly will not commend itself to 
European or American credence. Marquis Ito 
is too well known abroad to be a fitting subject 
for such calumnies. 


The Zimes, writing about the well-known 
Japanese article of food, ¢o-fu—which the great 
journal erroneously call /o-fa—says that it ‘‘ is 
a Japanese extract from the soy bean; and is 
a proteid with excellent alimentary and diges- 
tive qualities.  Itis freshly made every day and is 
sold in snow- white tablets of the consistency and 
taste of the precitutated cassein of milk.” Re- 
ferring to this, the Peking and Zientsin Times 
writes :— 


The above reads like a description of the well-known 
Chinese beancurd, the bonne bouche which they call T’ou 
Fuh, though curiously enough the Celestials differ on the 
question of its digestibility, ‘She yellow Newchwang bean 
after being soaked in water and reduced to pulp by stones 
is squeezed through a cloth: the thick residue is given to 
the pig producing the Floweryland equivalent of dairy- 
fed-pork. The filtrate is then boiled with some of the 
ferment Shih-kau and some salt is added. Lefttosimmer, 
a thick skin, like Devcnshire cream, comes a-top; this is 
deftly removed and sold in strips as To Fuh P’ir (Bean Curd 
Cream), and is greatly affected by the vegetarians asa fine 
makeshift for flesh foods. The skimmed liquid is poured 
into flat rectangular shapes and pressed after the manner 
of cheese in the West. Cut into small squares, it is sold 
for 1 or 2cash. The Southerners patronize the food more 
than the Northerners; they ascribe to it great cooling 
properties. Northerners fight a little bit shy of it for this 
season ;—Shih-Kau is an ingredient of Chinese febrifuges 
and its well known congealing porperties make them think 
that it tends to curdle and stagnate the blood: hence its 
reputed indigestibility. 
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BRITISH INVESTORS AND $APAN- 


ESE SECURITIES. 
eee ees 

There is no doubt thatthe Fiji Shimpo is 
correct whien it alleges that considerable sums 
have been invested by British subjects in Japan- 
ese securities. It is not easy to find elsewhere 
an absolutely safe investment paying interest at 
the rate of five per cent., and did not the silver 
question stand in the way, many capitalists of 
Europe and America would become purchasers 
of Japanese public loan bonds. But however 
high the rate of interest may be, every one for- 
tunate enough to have money in the Occident 
must hesitate to convert it into a metal bearing 
no fixed ratio to the gold unit. Of course that 
obstacle does not embarrass banking institutions 
or residents in the East, whose capital has 
already been converted into silver, and our 
Tokyo contemporary says that Japanese securi- 
ties are largely held by British subjects in the 
Far Eastand inIndia. There has naturally been 
a desire on the part of the Japanese Government 
to discover the aggregate amount of the securi- 
ties thus held, and investigations have been 
made by the Specie Bank as well as the Bank 
of Japan, with that object, But since the bonds 
do not necessarily carry the name of their 
holders, there is at present no way of forming 
an accurate estimate. Since, however, arrange- 
ments are now in progress for paying the in- 
terest on bonds, not in Japan alone, but also in 
Shanghai, Singapore, Hongkong and London, 
it is expected that means of information will 
soon be forthcoming. 


SPURIOUS BELIEFS. 
etisalat cet taid 


The rapid spread in Tokyo of the now notori- 
ous doctrines promulgated by the Renmon-kyo 
(the creed of the Lotus-gate) and the Zenri-Ryo 
(the creed of the Heavenly Law) is greatly 
exercising public moralists in the capital. 
Curiously enough, the founders of these new 
creeds were both ignorant women. Onestill lives, 
Abe originator of the Renmon-kyo. This quasi- 
creed was lately attacked in a brutal manner by 
the YVorosu Choho, and Shimazu Mitsu, the 
founder of the system, sued the paper for slander. 
Somehow or other she failed to win her case and 
}mMoreover was obliged to resign the headship of 
her sect. Consequent on this, the popularity that 
ier creed enjoyed among the ignorant and super- 
titious declined considerably. Still, the sums 
that she can extort from her adherents enables 
her to continue her propagandism, and she 
maintains several imposing edifices in various 
parts of the capital. The trouble through which 
the ‘‘ Creed of the Lotus-gate ” is now passing is 
of no particular moment, but its issue will prove 
interesting; inasmuch as a court of law has 
been called upon to pronounce on the authen- 
ticity of certain charms sold by its founder to one 
of her adherents. The case has been brought 
before the Tokyo Local Court, the plaintiff being 
a residentof Hokkaido. The petition states that 
the plaintiff purchased two charms in 1894 for 
(wo yen a piece, the charms being alleged to 
contain autographs of Shimazu Mitsu. After 
the slander case brought against the Forosy 
Choho had failed, the plaintiff’s suspicions were 
aroused, and against the advice given him at 
the time when he bought the charins, he open- 
ed them. Then he discovered that one auto- 
graph was spurious, though the other seemed 
authentic. He accordingly applied to the branch 
Office of the sect in Hokkaido and the head 
office in Tokyo to have the forged autograph 
exchanged for a genuine, but without success. 
The authenticity of a “divine charm” is of 
vital importance to the plaintiff's ease of mind, 
as he isa staunch believer in the new creed, 
and he therefore applies forthe help of the Law 
Courts to assist him in obtaining the genuine 
article. 

The troubles of the Zenri-2yo are more se- 
rious. The Head Office is in Yamato Province, 
so that the sect enjoys greater popularity 
in the country than in Tokyo. Its adherents. 
are now said to number over five millions, 
and so constant is the influx of pilgrims to the 
Head Office that the construction of a special 
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railway, to be called ‘‘ Tenri-kyo Railway,” is on 
the /apis. The first appearance of adherents of 
the creed in Tokyo is of later date than the 
establishment of the Aenmon-kyo, but it enjoys 
quite as much influence as the other. Practically 
there is no difference between the rites and 
practice of both. The adherents pretend to 
cure every disease by reciting various formule 
of worship and by the use of “ divine water ” 
doled out at so much per bottle to ignorant fana- 
tics. Both sects hold nightly vigils in which the 
proportion of young men and girls is said 
to greatly exceed that of the aged, and these 
Meetings are supposed to effectually sap the 
virtue and morals of both sexes. The ‘ Creed 
of the Heavenly Law” owes a good deal of its 
fascination, its detractors allege, to the fact that 
these vigils are accompanied by mixed danc- 
ing of men and women. This has attracted the 
attention of the Metropolitan Police Officials, 
who in addition to warning the citizens of 
Tokyo to be on their guard against the vicious 
and dangerous influence, have ordered some in- 
spectors to carry out minute inquiries into the 
internal working of the Zenri-kyo. Upon the 
result of these inquiries will depend the con- 
tinued existence or dissolution of both sects. 
If all one hears of both forms of superstition be 
true, the sooner they are dissolved the better. 


THE TOKYO DRAMATIC AND MUST- 


CAL SOCIETY. 
> .---—— 

The Tokyo Dramatic and Musical Society 
gave its first performance on Thursday evening 
to acrowded house. The place selected was the 
Shorei-kai Hall, which, kindly lent for the oc- 
casion, had been metamorphosed from a dingy 
and uninviting chamber into a bright and pictur- 
esque (theatre, under the direction and from the 
designs of Mr. J. Conder. To the same gentle- 
man belongs the credit of having painted: the 
drop scene, an admirably conceived and cleverly 
executed view of Hakone Lake, with Fuji-yama 
in the distance. The decoration of the pro- 
scenium and the arrangement of the scenery 
and furniture, excellent in all points, were also 
the work of Mr. Conder, assisted ably and zeal- 
ously by Count de Pourtalés, and by the Com- 
mittee of the Society, who musthavelaboured, one 
and all, with very earnest industry to secure results 
so entirely free from defect of any kind. The 
performance, which, owing to the unpunctuality 
of the audience, did not commence until 
8.45—a delay that-would have been tedious but 
for the overture played by Miss Mair—opened 
with the one-act comedy ‘‘ Aprésle Bal.” Mdlle. 
de Pourtalés, who took the part of Henriette 
Dumonteil, won the hearts of her audience at 
once by the artless grace of her acting, and 
M. Leon van der Polder (Caudebec), an 
old favourite, who invests every rdle with 
humorous originality, enhanced his already high 
reputation. After this piece, which evoked a 
storm of applause, the musical part of the per- 
formance took place. It opened and closed 
with a song by M. Braccialini, whose grand 
voice as usual delighted his audience and pro- 
voked vociferous demands for an encore; but 
as the programme had been arranged with pre- 
cise regard to the time at the disposal of the 
Yokohama visitors, M. Braccialini did not re- 
spond. A song by Miss Divers stood second 
on the list. We believe that this lady had not 
previously sung a solo in public. Her voice, 
though not powerful, is so sweet and sympathetic 
that probably no item on the programme gave 
greater pleasure. Dr. von Koeber followed 
with a fanfaisée of Bach’s. Of this gentleman’s 
playing we need not speak. He is certainly 
the greatest pianist that has ever visited Japan. 
Curiosity, which had been keenly aroused 
to hear Mrs. Davison sing, was more than 
satisfied by the result, for to a pure and rich 
mezzo-soprano voice, she adds a highly edu- 
cated style. The one-act farce, ‘“‘ A Case for 
Eviction” concluded the performance. Miss 
Lowther played the part of Dora, Miss von 
Fallot that of Mary, and Mr. Bayne that of 
Frank. A piece entirely without situations 
calls for very finished acting, but we shall not be 
contradicted if we say that ‘“ A Case for Evic- 
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tion” can scarcely have fared better on any BIMETALLISY. 
stage than it did on the Shorei-kai Hall. Miss 
Lowther’s tribulation about the domestic in- 
cubus that her husband’s easy good-nature has 
inflicted on their little ménage; Mr. Bayne’s 
admirably natural pourtrayal of the conflict be- 
tween hospitable instincts and exhausted pati- 
ence, and Miss von Fallot’s plaintive services 
and pleasant sufferings, were all quite excel- 
lent. We have never, we think, seen Mr. 
Bayne act better; but then, his talent has the 
rare quality of meriting fresh plaudits at each 
exercise. The Dramatic and Musical Society 
is to be heartily congratulated on the success 
of its début. We hope that its next effort is 
not far distant. 


Reuter having informed us that Mr. H. 
Whiteley’s motion in favour of bimetallism has 
passed the House of Commons, the following 
extracts from the Zondon and China Express 
are interesting :— 

As evidence of the interest with which the attitude 
of English politicians on the Currency question is fol- 
lowed in Germany, a correspondent mentions that Ger. 
man bimetallists have already been calculating the pro 
bable results of the division in the House of Commons, 
on which they will make their own course of action 
depend. Should the bimetallist resolution be carried 
in the British Parliament they are perfectly confident 
of having a large majority in the Reichstag for their 
own motion, which has already been backed by the 
leaders of the Conservative, the National Liberal, and, 
still more important, the Clerical Parties. ‘The motion 
will be much stronger in its terms than that of last 
Session, and its success, combined with the success of 
bimetallist action in the House of Commons and the 
French Chamber, would bring the triumph of the 
bimetallist cause within an appreciable distance of 
time, 

Writing under the title ‘’ Peoples of Europe. Guard 

your most Sacred Possessions !” which, it will be re- 
membered, was what the Kaiser subscribed to his 
picture, Dr. Otto Arendt states, as translated by the 
Bimetallist :—We have no need to be afraid of the 
yellow money. But we shall never strive successfully 
against the yellow man who uses the white money, 
unless we restore the white money to honour in our 
own countries, For it is only thus that we can get 
rid of the difference in our disfavour. ‘The economic 
salvation of Europe requires that the peoples of Europe 
join hands in the fight against alien systems. But 
how are we to fight, if we put a weapon in our rivals’ 
hands for our own undoing? The first act of united 
Europe should be to equalise the conditions of pro- 
duction ; and the most important condition of produc- 
tion is the monetary standard. 
Some of the contributions made in Yokohama 
to the lilerature of the standards does not help 
lo elucidate a difficult subject. A writer call- 
ing himself ‘Cent. per Cent.” for example, 
though very persistent in his defence of mono- 
metallism, seems to attach much more value to 
slight verbal victories than to the fundamental 
principles of the problem. He makes a habit 
of traversing the views expressed in the columns 
of the Fapan Afail, but he never addresses 
the Fapan Mail direct, nor ever abandons 
the concealment of a nom de phune. That 
is a curious method of procedure where the 
point at issue isa monetary question. Tastes 
differ, however. ‘‘Cent. per Cent.’s” latest 
dictum is this :—‘‘ It has always been asserted 
by bimetallists that the dominant cause of the 
depreciation of silver in terms of gold was the 
insufficient output of the yellow metal, and the 
certain exhaustion of all further source of 
supply.” If ‘Cent. per Cent.” really believes 
what he here states; if he honestly thinks that 
bimetallists attribute the depreciation of the 
gold-price of silver to insufficiency in the world’s 
output of gold, either he must be quite incapable 
of understanding the plainest English, or he 
has never taken the trouble to read any repre- 
sentative statement of the bimetallic doctrine. 
In either case we appreciate his reluctance to 
emerge from the shelter of an anonym. 





SIR CLAUDE MACDONALD. 
—_—_—_——____ 

It is at once interesting and amusing lo note the 
econiums evoked in the Far East by the speeches 
of Sir Claude Macdonald in Hongkong and 
Shanghai. The new Minister uses brave words ; 
words that certainly echo the sentiments of his 
nationals in this quarter of the globe. But they 
echo, with equal truth, the sentiments of every 
British Cabinet, and that is precisely what seems 
to be forgotten by journalists who shout applause 
at Sir Claude’s virile eloquence. Itis not to be 
denied, of course, that the character of the man 
charged with the duty of guarding British in- 
lerests in China counts for something. But 
none the less certain is the fact that the 
British Minister in Pekin is simply the mouth- 
piece of the Foreign Office in London, and 
though he may delight the patriotic instincts 
of British residents in the East by language 
stout enough to satisfy any Jingo, his im- 
pulses, whether they be military or diplomatic, 
are absolutely ruled by the telegraph. The 
Englishman in the East is apt to have his sense 
of proportion disturbed by the closeness of the 
events in which he is an actor. The whole 
vista of his moral perception becomes occapied 
by his immediate environment; and he loses 
sight of the fact that he and his affairs consti- 
tute only a very small fraction of the cares of 
an immense empire, and must be managed with 
due regard to their relative, not their actual, 
importance. Thus he is never content with his 
country’s representatives, forgetting that what- 
ever may be their impulses as individuals, they 
have to strictly obey instructions holding them 
in line with the general interests of the British 
empire. British Cabinets and British subjects 
do not differ one whit in the matter of zeal to 
maintain, and if possible increase, the heritage 
that the enterprise and courage of their ancestors 
have won. But the ways of the subject are not 
always the ways of the Cabinet, especially when 
the subject is a newspaper editor knowing little, 
if anything, of the problems that he undertakes 
to discuss, and driven by the exigencies of his 
position to substitute blind patriotism for calm 
reasoning. In truth, no spectacle can be more 
amazingly illogical and revolting to common 
sense than that afforded by men who arrogate 
competence to denounce the conduct of Mini- 
sters and Ambassadors in matters every detail 
of which is familiar to the incriminated officials, 
while only the barest outlines are known to their 
critics. Such displays have their use, of course: 

“they serve to indicate the temper of whatever 
section of the public the newspapers represent. 
But they are the very antipodes of just judg- 
ments. It is safe to predict that the new 
British Representative at the Chinese Court will 
not enjoy a freer hand than did his predecessor, 
who, although much local depreciation of his 
ability is implied by the great expectations pen- 
ned about his successor, earned the unqualifie 
approval of Her Majesty’s Government, and has 
been conspicuously rewarded for services that 
his nationals in the East do not seem to perceive 
or understand. 











KOREAN NEWS. 
——_—_—__@—______ 
April. 20th. 

Correspondents of Tokyo papers send from 
Séul some particulars of the alleged agreement 
to be shortly concluded between the Korean 
Government and an American firm with re- 
ference to the building of a railway between 
Ninsen and Séul. The main features of the 
agreement are said to be as follow :— 


“The work must be commenced within 3 
months from the day of signing the agreement, 
and must be completed within a period of 3 
years, also computed from the day of signing. 

For a period of 15 years the American lessees 
are to operate the line entirely in their own in- 
terests, and on the expiration of that term, the 
orean Government will become entitled to 
y the road at the original cost. 
Should the lessees fail to obtain a reasonable 
profit during that term, their right of ownership 
may be prolonged for 7 years. 

It is thus evident that the right of possession 
will remain permanently in the hands of the 
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lessees, for the Korean Government will never 
be in a position to buy back the line. There is 
much interest in the fact that while the Japan- 
China War was in progress, certain Japanese 
railways experts were despatched by projectors 
in Japan to survey the route between Sdul and 
Ninsen, whereupon objections were raised on 
the side of the foreign Representatives in Sdul 
that it would not be fair to give the concession 
to Japanese aloné, since other nationals might 
reasonably claim a right to be allowed to bid 


for it. The American Minister was conspicuous ° 


among the objectors, and loudest in protesting 
against what he called a Japanese monopoly of 
privileges. Yet now he endorses exactly the same 
procedure toward his own nationals. The corre- 
spondents add that the construction of a bridge 
over theriver Han will prove the most difficult 
part of the work, for though the river dwindles 
into a small channel in the dry season, its swells 
into a large and turbulent stream when rain falls 
heavily, and its channel undergoes constant 
changes. When the Japanese projected the 
work, their plan was to leave the construction 
of the bridge to some future time, and to run 
the railway along the right bank of the river, 
within a very short distance of Soul. 

At last, on the 7th instant, S6 Tai-phil 
issued the rst number of the Korean Indepen- 
dent. It publishes both vernacular and Hnglish 
versions of news, and is to be issued trieweekly, 
at a cost of only one sen per copy. 

The Japanese telegraph between Fusan and 
Kaheung was restored to working order some 
time ago, and a party of telegraph operators 
have now been despatched from S6ul to work 
the line, the rebels in the vicinity of Kaheung 
having dispersed. Thus telegraphic communi- 
cation between Soul and Tokyo will soon be re- 
established. 


The number of police despatched from Japan 
for the protection of Japanese subjects in Korea, 
has reached g sergeants and 125 constables. 
It is said that 3 sergeants with 50 men, 2 ser- 
gents with 25 men, and 2 sergents with 20 men, 
are to be detailed to Sdéul, Ninsen, and Fusan, 
respectively. The rest will proceed to Gensan, 


The new Government appears to be still im- 
placable against the members of the overthrown 
Kim Cabinet. It is said that, at the begin- 
ning of this month, a Korean Police Inspector 
with 20 constables, suddenly entered a private 
house at the dead of night, and subjected to a 
vigorous examination the family, consisting of 
two women and their servants, the object being 
to obtain information about the hiding places 
of the ex-Home Minister and the ex-Minister 
of Justice. One of the women, who had been 
in the service of the latter, was taken to the 
Police Board. A few days later, the two states- 
men are said to have sought a new retreat. 


Japanese merchants that suffered loss in con- 
sequence of the outrages of Korean insurgents 
are sending in claims to the Japanese Consulate. 
The total loss incurred by the merchants en- 
gaged in trade in PhyOng-yang is estimated at 
120,000 yen approximately. 

April, 24th. 

The departure of Séng Ki-un for Europe, 
accompanied by two Korean officials, has re- 
vived a rumour that the Korean Government 
intends to borrow a large sum from Russia on 
the security of Kang-wong-do, unless Russia be 
willing to lend the money—said to be 8 million 
yen—on the security of Customs receipts. Be- 
fore SGng departed for Russia, which event 
took place on the roth instant, he is reported 
to have confidentially told certain of his intimate 
friends that he was extremely perturbed as to 
the issue of the mission, for should he fail he 
would certainly incur the high displeasure of Li 
Pém-chin and his associates, while if he suc- 
ceeded, he would not be in much better case, 
since he would be denounced by his nationals 
asa traitor. Some explain that the object of 
S6ng’s mysterious mission is to proceed to 
Pekin on certain business entrusted to him by 
Li Pom-chin, and that the other two officials 
only are bound for Russia. We give the news 
for what it may be worth. 


A census of the Japanese living in Sdéul and 
Ninsen at the beginning of the month shows, 
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in Soul, 608 families counting 1,635 héads ; in 
Ninsen, 723 families and 4,273 individuals. 
These figures, as compared with those for the 
preceding month, do not show any particular 
diminution, doubtless because they include 
several persons who, having abandoned their 
business in the interior, retired to Soul and 
Ninsen. 

The Japanese in Korea are now in a decid- 
edly unfortunate condition. The political in- 
fluence they once enjoyed has passed to Rus- 
sians, and Americans and Chinese are supplant- 
ing them in the field of commerce. They are 
condemned to look on helplessly at the rising 
prosperity of other nationals. 


Lieut.- Colonel Kawamura, who started from 
Sdul at the beginning of the month for Fusan, 
proceeding overland, so as to inspect the state 
of the telegraph line, has twice been attacked 
by bands of rebels in the vicinity of Ka-heung. 
One skirmish lasted about two hours, resulting 
in the death of one Japanese soldier and the 
wounding of®two others. The enemy left 8 
dead on the field. The other fight lasted for 
one hour only, with no particular casualities on 
either side. 


CHINESE NOTES. 
——————_»——_—_— 
Apvil. 23rd. 

China’s chances of acquiring a good postal 
service have, of course, been immensely im- 
proved by the appointment of Sir Robert Hart 
to be Postmaster-General of the Empire. But 
it remains to be seen what resources are placed 
at his disposal for organizing the service. He 
cannot hope to make it pay for several years, 
and whether the Pekin Government will con- 
sent to appropriate large sums for such a pur- 
pose may reasonably be doubted. Sir Robert, 
however, is too shrewd to put his hand to any 
great undertaking without seeing a clear path to 
its consummation. In this case his success 
means a great deal for China. Centralization 
of administrative power, though not always de- 
sirable, must precede any radically progressive 
movement in China, and the most powerful 
factors of centralization are telegraphs, railways, 
and a good postal service. 


Tientsin has bid a hospitable and hearty fare- 
well to Mr. and Mrs. Detring, who are proceed- 
to Europe on leave. Like all men of note, Mr. 
Detring has had his detractors, bat his great 
abilities, his cosmopolitan liberality, and his 
public spirit cannot be denied even by his 
most jealous enemies. He has served China 
splendidly, and promoted German interests in 
China with notlessassiduity and tact. Happily 
for himself, both sides appear to appreciate him. 


Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Company have 
secured the first contract in connection with 
Chinese railway construction—ten thousand 
casks of Portland Cement and 2,200 tons of steel 
rails and fastenings. Japan ought to be able to 
undersell Europe in the matter of cement, but 
probably the Chinese railway-contractors did not 
give her a chance. 

The altention of foreign merchants in China 
has been drawn to the fact that whereas the 
Japanese in Formosa collect only $1.12 export 
duty per picul on tea, Chinese tea exported from 
Amoy has to pay $3.84 per picul. Shippers of 
Oolong from Amoy are very closely touched by 
this difference, which must eventually tell 
materially in favour of the Formosan product. 


Efforts are being made to introduce sericul- 
ture in the district surrounding Kiukiang. The 
inhabitants of that cily or its neighbourhood 
have been in a comparatively impoverished state 
ever since the Taiping rebellion, when the whole 
country was devastated by the insurgents. Their 
condition has improved of late, owing to the 
development of foreign commerce, and the 
establishment of mulberry plantations would 
doubtless prove a great boon. 

The North China Insurance Company an- 
nounces a dividend of 10 per cent. on the paid- 
up capital and a bonus of 10 per cent. on con- 
tributory premia for 1895. 

The new French Consul and Madame Haas, 
on their way up the river to Chungking, had a 


vivid experience of the dangers of Yangtze 
navigation. A boat carrying some 60 people 
foundered in full view, and only 20 were rescued 
from the swift current. 

The members of the American Commission 
sent from from Tientsin to Szechuan last year, 
have now returned from their long and tedious 
excursion. They speak in the highest terms of 
the courtesy and kindness shown toward them 
by all the Chinese officials along their route. 

It is noted in Pekin that the Emperor of 
China has not resumed his English studies, 
which were interrupted by the war with Japan, 

A significant and terrible incident is reported 
from Pekin. Recently a young eunuch named 
Kan, who had graduated at the Tientsin College, 
prepared a memorial, setting forth in strong 
terms the faults of the Emperor and the Em- 
press Dowager. He presented it to the latter, 
and the Imperial lady, having received his as- 
surance that the document emanated from him- 
self, and having seen him endorse it, ordered 
him to be bound and executed. The youth’s 
only fault was that he desired lo’ see abuses 
corrected. He is not likely to find imitators. 


Hopes are not high asto the beneficent in- 
fluence of the re-established Reform Society in 
Pekin. Its head and founder, Mr. Wén Jing- 
shih, has been banished from the capital and 
permanently disqualified for holding office. 
That he had given injudicious licence to his 
tongue there can be no doubt, but an idea pre- 
vails that the gravamen of his offence was 
anxiety for reform. 


Like the Japanese in feudal times, the various 
Chinese communities throughout the empire 
manage their affairs in such a way as to avoid, 
to the ulmost possible extent, all reference 
to officialdom. The village authorities collect 
subscriptions to be spent for public purposes, 
adjudicate disputes, and preserve order in 
minor matters, leaving to officialdom the 
business of levying taxes, hearing law-suits, and 
maintaining the public peace. Converts to 
Christianity constitute an obstructive element 
in the working of the village autonomy. They 
object to payjng contributions some part of 
which goes to purposes that they regard as idola- 
trous, and they are prone to appeal to the mis- 
sionaries in cases of dispute that would other- 
wise be settled by the village elders. It further 
appears that since to be a Christian is to enjoy 
the prestige of foreign protection, Chinese about 
to engage in important law-suits, or apprehen- 
sive of collision with’ the Authorities, often 
embrace Christianity ina hurry, their motives 
not being too closely scanned by the mission- 
ary. To meet these embarrassments, the 
Chinese magistrate in Hokchiang, with the 
approval of the Foochow Viceroy, has ordered 
that all disputes between Christians and non- 
christians shall be referred to a committee of 
twelve appointed by the leading men in the 
district, and including two Protestant native 
Ministers and a native Roman Catholic Priest. 
This innovation is regarded with great interest. 
If it works successfully, it may furnish the model 
of a system calculated to remove one of the 
most serious sources of friction between Chi- 
nese and foreigners. 

The Viceroy of the Liangkiang has contract- 
ed with the Shanghai firm of Buchheister & Co. 
for the erection of a mint at Nanking, inside 
the city, for silverand copper coinage. Accord- 
ing to accounts published in Shanghai, the mint 
will be capable of tarning outa hundred thousand 
silver coins and one million copper cash a day. 
The silver coins will be dollars exactly equiva- 
lent to Mexicans, and fractional currency, and 
the dollars will not have on them the statement 
that they represent .717 of a tael; and this fact 
points to the dollar gradually superseding the 
tael as the unit of Chinese currency. At the 
present price in silver of copper and spelter, 
one thousand cash of the ordinary size cost con- 
siderably more than one dollar, and the size of 
the new cash will be accordingly reduced. It 
is stipulated that a foreign assayer is to be per- 
manently employed, so that there may be no 
doubt of the purity of the silver coinage. The 
machinery is to come from the most eminent 
makers of minting machinery in the world, 
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Messrs. Heaton, of Birmingham, for whom 
Messrs. Buchheister & Co. are agents. 


In Shantung the results of the war with Japan 
are depicted in roughly sketched pictures, re- 
Presenting signal successes for the Chinese 
arms. Among the prisoners led along, with 
ropes about their necks by the victorious Celes- 
tials, Englishmen and Frenchmen, labelled as 
such, usually figure. 


UNITED STATES WASHINGTON 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Be ; 
Washington, March 24th. 

The cry raised against the importation of 
manufactures from Japan, started at first in the 
United States Senate in December of last year, 
seems to have echoed all over this country, 
and to-day we have a veritable Japan-phobia 
among the labouring classes. The free-coinage- 
of-silver advocates in Congress ascribe all pre- 
sentills, actual and imaginary, to the absence of 
free coinage of silver. Self interest on the part of 
these owners of silver-producing mines and the 
enormous profits that would accrue to them were 
they allowed to coin silver dollars without limit, 
have already brought about almost a deadlock 
in our national legislature here in Washington, 
The tariff bill which passed the House of Re- 
presentatives in December of last year, was 
referred in the Senate to the Committee on 
Finance. In turn, the majority in this Com- 
mittee, being free-coinage-of-silver advocates, 
struck out everything after the enacting clause 
and inserted in place of the tariff a free-coinage- 
of-silveramendment. Considering that only three 
days previously the very identical words were 
enacted and passed by a respectable majority 
of votes in the Senate in an out and-out free- 
coinage-of-silver bill, the course taken by 
the Committee was folly in the extreme. In- 
credible as it seems to outsiders that such 
absurd action could be brought forward, being 
the outcome of a handful of Senators who 
openly proclaimed upon the floor of the Senate 
that on every important measure of legislation 
which should pass the House of Kepresenta- 
lives they would insist on striking out every- 
thing after the enacting clause and insert an 
amendment for the free coinage of silver, such 
has been actually the case, to the disgrace of all 
concerned in the same. 


Self interest and pecuniary benefits underlie 
this movement. Silver, according to the return 
of the last census of 1890, has been produced 
upon the average of 37 cents per ounce fine 
silver in the United States ; this, therefore, gives 
the true value of silver in the dollar at about 28 
cents, leaving a margin of profit of 72 cents on 
each piece of silver stamped one dollar; a profit 
worth fighting for. The product not alone of our 
silver mines, but also of those of Mexico, if free 
coinage of silver should become law, would be 
dumped into our lap. According to the official 
returns laid before the British Royal Commis- 
sion, the cost of production of silver in Mexico 
was in 1889 18. 6d. per ounce pure silver. 


For inaction and obstruction, the present 
Congress, especially the Senate, has never been 
approached. 


In the House of Representatives the Speaker, 
Thomas R. Reed, of Maine, has the presidential 
bee buzzing in his bonnet: for fear giving of- 
fence to somebody, the aggressive Reed, Speaker 
of the 52nd Congress, has become the most con- 
servative and humble person. He, who by his 
rather too aggressive actions only a few years 
ago was nick-named Czar Reed, is to-day as 
meek as Moses, as docile as an infant, and sub- 
missive to a degree bordering on servility. 


In the Senate, Allison, of Iowa, also afflicted 
with the prevailing anxiely towards presidential 
honours, has likewise become very conservative 
anda most humble servant of the people. Vice- 
President Stevenson, also suffering from an over 
desire for presidency, is so careful in his rulings 
as presiding officer of the Senate that it is posi- 
tively painful to witness his meekness. In fact, 
what with the prevailing mania for the presi- 
dency, election for which comes off in Novem- 
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ber next, the timidity of the prospective can- 
didates and their fear of giving offence, the 
present inaction in House and Senate is not only 
painful to witness, but humiliating in its effect. 


Instead of reducing our national debt, we 
have since the present administration came 
into power in 1893, increased our debt by 
about 262 million dollars, and have further 
to face a deficiency in revenue month after 
month. Twice we have borrowed money 
at home and abroad within the past two 
years, This embarrassing position of the 
Treasury has been brought to the attention of 
Congress by the President on several occasions 
lately, but no heed has been taken, for the 
reason that the President is a Democrat and the 
House and Senate Republican, and that is what 
they please to call statesmanlike politics. 


In order not to touch the tariff, the Venezu- 
elan boundary question was called prominently 
before the people by the President in his mes- 
sage to Congress. It brought forth ‘“ jin- 
goism ” without stint, it flashed for a while all 
over the country, but sober second thought 
induced indifference ; it was a nine-days won- 
der. After that fiasco, the Cuban war ques- 
tion was brought forward prominently in the 
Senate, fiery speeches were made, the spread 
eagle was made to scream, and at last, by a 
large majority, a resolution was passed directing 
the President to proclaim belligerent rights to 
the Cubans. The House rejected the Senate's 
resolution and passed its own, sent them both 
back to the Senate, and to-day we are discuss- 
ing in the Senate abstract questions respecting 
Cuba’s belligerency. Even if passed, with 
amendments of compromise by both branches, 
the President will reject the same and send a 
message to House and Senate which will be 
humiliating to all concerned, and thus will end 


the Cuban fiasco. 
IVAN C. MICHELS. 


YOKOHAMA GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
ene ea” ene EEN 


A meeting was convened—but subsequently 
postponed—for Thursday afternoon by the 
Committee of the Yokohama General Hospital 
at which the following business was to have been 
discussed and voted upon :—To act upon a pro- 
posal submitted by Dr. Mécre to continue in 
possession of the Hospital premises for a num- 
ber of years, in consideration of which he would 
erect new buildings. 


From information kindly placed at our dis- 
posal, we learn that Dr. Mécre agrees to erect 
newand suitable hospital buildings on the ground 
now occupied by the Yokohama General Hos- 
pital in consideration of his receiving a lease of 
the premises for 15 years. He will engage an 
English-speaking physician toattend all English- 
speaking patients, while he agrees to allow 
patients, residents of the community, to be at- 
tended and prescribed: for by their own private 
medical man should they so desire. Atthe end 
of the fitteen years the whole of the buildings 
become the property of the Yokohama com- 
munity, Dr. Mécre handing them over unreser- 
vedly. Such in brief is the outline of the new 
arrangement, and we feel sure that the com- 
munity when in meeting assembled next Mon- 
day, will endorse it. The scheme will remove 
all the objections against the present General 
Hospital and should work excellently well. 








COUNT I1AGAKI AND THE 
LIBERALS. 


—_—_—_———_——_—_oe_——_ 

Although Count Itagaki has resigned the pre- 
sidency of the Fiyz-to, in consequence of his 
appointment to the post of Minister of State for 
Home Affairs, he appears to be still a member 
of the party, and opinions are divided as to 
the necessity of his severing the connection 
in toto. We really can not see that the question 
is of much importance. Whether the Count's 
name be borne on the party’s roll or be erased 
from it, ke will unquestionably continue to be 
a member. 


NEW SEASON'S 1EA. 

eae Gr 

The few hand-musters of new leaf that have 
arrived give indications that this year’s crop of 
Japan tea will most probably be superior to that 
of last season in lustre and flavour. Manufac- 
turers, however, must be careful to maintain the 
standard, and not try to compensate for the in- 
crease of wages and the low prices that may 
prevail in the Yokohama market by swelling 
the output with inferior grades. The first ship- 
ment of new season’s tea took place on the 19th 
of April last year, but owing to the backward- 
ness of the tea plantations this year, due to 
inclement winter, the CArna, sailing on the 
26th, will convey the first shipment to Ame- 
tica. At present the local foreign merchants agree 
that they cannot commence operations unless 
at rates 20 to 25 per cent. below the prices given 
last year, but the Japanese dealers aver that such 
proposals cannot be entertained by them owing 
to the great rise in the market price of all com- 
modities, food-stuffsin particular. They allege 
that they have had to spend more this year in pro- 
duction than ever before. A brisk market, under 
the circumstances, cannot therefore be expected 
at the beginning of this seaon. The most pressing 
question, however, is the grade of leaf that Ame- 
rica will require this year. It is known that the 
United States and Canada are overstocked with 
fine grades, and coarser sorts may command 
more attention, owing to a more general taste 
for dark- Japanese tea in America, and the con. 
sequent depletion of stocks. The Tokyo market 
has opened with very low prices : tea that brought 
more than 40 yen per picul last year, not finding 
purchasers at 20 yen to-day. 


—_—~ 
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INDUSTRIAL CONFERENCES. 
—__—_—_-_-_e—___——_. 

Industrial conferences are now being held at 
the Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
by Heads of the Industry Sections of the Local 
Offices. The questions that the Department has 
placed before the Conference are as follow :— 


1. Mode of investigating the general aspects 
of different professions :—This is a matter of para- 
mount importance viewed from the standpoint of 
National economy, and statistics should be obtain 
ed of the proportion of persons pursuing different 
professions. The census of farmers and fishermen 
was once taken, but the uumbers in other pro- 
fessions have never been ascertained. Is it pos- 
sible to obtain trustworthy data on this point with- 
out incurring any great expense P 


2. Mode of investigating and reporting on 
the different uses to which wet and dry fields 
under cultivation are applied:—The five-years 
report on wet and dry farms, hitherto in 
vogue, has been suspended, because the Go- 
vernment intends to carsy out by the end of 
1897 statistical investigations of a comprehen- 
sive character, and on that occasion the relative 
proportions of farmers engaged inthe cultivation 
of various crops are to be thoroughly investigated, 
The Department is therefore desirous of ascer- 
taining beforehand the best aud easiest mode of 
conducting the investigation it has in view. 

3. Is it possible to ascertain the absolute num. 
ber of acres that one farmer cultivates ? 

4. Are sinall districts, or a collection of small dis- 
tricts, most useful-in raising the average standard 
in competitive industrial exhibitions ? Since 1881 
the number of joint industrial exhibitions duly re- 
cognized by the Department totals 31, the most 
comprehensive embracing 18 Prefectures, and the 
least only three or four. Which of the two systems 
is preferable and more beneficial, all things con- 
sidered P 


5. Which would be the most preferable and 
beneficial, taken as a whole, to limit the articles 
shown at a joint industrial exhibition to such as are 
exclusively produced in the respective districts 
comprised in the exhibition, or to place no limita- 
tions at all on articles exhibited ? 

6. The subsidiary work of farmers is an essen- 
tial basis for promoting diligence and economy :— 
Do any good plans exist for furthering such work)? 
Japanese farmers are prone to idle away their 
time when nothing pressing requires attention on 
their farm, a practice that should be discouraged. 
It is expedient therefore to encourge them to take 
up some supplementary and subsidiary work at 
such times, so as to inculcate a spirit of diligence 
and economy. This subsidiary work would be 
determined according to the varying circumstances 
of the localities. It might be a good thing to 
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specially establish a subsidiary work section when- 
ever a joint local exhibition is held. 

7- The production of staple export commodities 
in the respective districts, the history ol improve- 
ments therein, and also the mode of carrying on 
transactions in them are points that require furt- 
her improvement :—Hitherto serious defects have 
atlended the production of staple commodities of 
export from various localities, and also the mode of 
dealing with them, with the result that the develop- 
ment of these industries has been seriously im- 
paired. Some may have been already freed from 
defects, while with others the contrary is the case. 
It would be highly advantageous and important to 
ascertain the facts in these cases, 

8. The necessity or non-necessity of establishing 
in vacious localities experimental laboratories ;:— 
What ideas are entertained by nianufacturers in 
various localities with respect to the relative im- 
portance of technical investigations with a view to 
improve the mode of manufacture, selection of 
raw materials, improvement of quality, aod so 
forth? Is the establishment of such laboratories to 
be left to the initiative of manufacturers or should 
it be utged by the Government, the State extending 
suitable help? What result has attended the 
establishment of such laboratories P 

g. Condition of the service required of artisans 
and of their control in cespective localities :—It is 
unavoidable that various evils should attend the 
employment of artizans, as a result of the increase 
in manufactures and industry, and a day will come 
when the Government must take remedial steps 
in the matter. It is therefore most important to 
ascertain the actual condition of the workers, the 
working-hours, etc., for reference in the future. 

10. Goiidilivn and cause of the rise in the price 
of tumber. 

11. Conditions of demand for lumber and the 
capacity of private forests to meet that demand, 

12. Actual condition of forest planting. 

13. Actual results of setting fire to forests. 

14. What is the amount of damage caused to 
forests by injurious insects. 

15. Surreptitionus cutting of wood and the en- 
forcement of forest control in respective localities. 

16. The relation of the denudation of forests to 
the rainfall, and also to any other matters per 
taining to the preservation of public tranquillity. 

17. Tree-planting by common schools. 

18, The relative amount of crude camphor pro- 
duced at different localities. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


a 


Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


MUSIC. 


To THe Epitror of tue “ JAPAN MAIL,” 


Sir,—I observe, in your issue of this date, a 
note upon “ The Choral and Philharmonic Soe 
cieties,” which has apparently beeu written by a 
young aud verdant member of your staff; and it 
has obviously crept into your columns without due 
revision by your Musical Critic or by the Editor- 
in-Chief. Otherwise, such ignorance could not 
have been displayed; and we should not be told so 
patronizingly that, dy sow Yokohama can surely 
do something in the way of giving a performance 
of light opera. Every one, who knows anything at 
all about the matter, is well aware that, years ago, 
the Yokohama Choral Society (then in its infancy) 
gave performances of Sullivan’s ‘* Trial by Jury,” 
“ Pinafore,” “ Pirates of Penzance,” ‘* Sorcere:,’’ 
and * Patience.” And now, forsooth! we are to 
be blamed because we have grown in stature, and 
are strong enough to attempt better things. 

I have no doubt your contributor will be sur- 
prised to learn, that no programme of the Choral 
Society, during the last few seasons, has cone 
tained any ‘‘Classical’’? music at all, It would 
probably be useless for me to attempt to tn= 
struct his fatuous omniscience, by pointing out 
the difference between composers of ‘‘ genius,” 
and those of mere ‘talent; and that in the world 
of Music, the works of the former alone are re- 
garded as “Classics.” The Societies in question 
have not, as yet, aspired to anything beyond the 
performance of certain compositions of the 
“talent” school: which (however beautiful and 
meritorious they may be) are by no means Ccon- 
sidered to have reached the grade of * Classical ” 
music. Your scribe should takea course in Musi- 
cal Ethics and Musical History before he takes 
pen in hand upon such matters.: 

Altogether, the paragraph in question savours of 
Disraeli's “hare-brained chatter of irresponsible 
frivolity; ’’ and forcibly reminds me of the grave 
advice given by another aspiring journalist of 
Yokohama, who recently advanced the suggestion 
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that the members of the local Musical Society 
should devote their energies to a Ballad concert! 
As though the complicated machinery of Chorus 
and Orchestra were necessary to the singing of a 
few Dsawing-room songs, or Music-hall ditties ! 
Such ideas do not surprise us when appearing in 
some of the local journals; but we do expect 
better things from the Fapan Mail, 
Yours faithfully, JOHN GRIFFIN, 
President, ¥.C.S. 


Yokohama, 17th April, 1896. 





“THE EMPEROR'S GIFTS TO MRS. 
GRESHAM.” 
To THE EniTor oF THE ‘JAPAN MAIL.” 


Srr,—With reference to the above subject, 


treated in an editorial item of to-day’s issue, I beg 
leave to submit the following clipping from the 
Chicago Record of March 13th. 


Yours truly, ERNEST W. CLEMENT. 
Tokyo, April 22nd. 


The Antiquariaas held a reception yesterday afternoon 
at the Art Institute. Mrs. Walter Q. Gresham’s presents 
from the Mikado were on exhibition, and the members 
and theic friends in large numbers were present to inspect 
them. 

The two vases are of a dark-brown colour inlaid with 
flowers in gold and silver. The- tops cf both are of the 
most difficult kind of inlaid work. The largest piece is 
scarcely as large as abird’s eye. [hey bear the Mikado’s 
crest, a white chrysanthemum, indicating that they are 
from His Majesty’s private collection. 

The precious piece of tapestry, a wonderful piece of 
Gobelin work, is twenty-six feet long and twelve feet wide. 
The centre is 300 years old, as nearly as can be learned, 
but the border is modern. ‘Lhe centre is made in deep 
colours of almost every shade. The subject is the royal 
procession of an old Emperor. It represents a ‘oyal pro- 
cession leaving the temple. In the lead is the Emperor 
in his royal carriage drawn by a bullock. Following, on 
horseback, are his officers, each ina different coloured robe, 
the different colours representing their different ranks. 

Mrs. Gresham has become very much interested in the 
history of these pieces of art and has written to the 
Mikado asking him to send her all the information he can 
gather concerning them. 


REV. MR. GALE AND THE SINGLE TAX 
IN KOREA. 


To THe Epitor oF THE '' JAPAN MatL.” 

Sir,—From Mr. Gale's reference to the Single 
Tax in Korea, I think he is labouring under some 
misunderstanding on the subject of taxation, and 
I would like to correct him. The Single Tax is 
neither parasitism nor communism. The Koreans 
are far from being the product of the Single Tax. 
The sacredness. of property is one of the corner 
stones of Henry George’s plan. But land, with 
him, is not property because it is not a product of 
human labour. The Single Tax scheme does not 
contemplate making aH men equal in wealth, but 
only asks for equal opportunities to apply their 
strength, such as it may be, much or little, to na- 
tural opportunities for acquiring wealth. Korea 
has a vicious tax system. Could Mr, Gale bring 
the Single Tax into operation in Korea he would 
do the people great good. The value of land is 
given to land by the community, and consequently 
the rent of land should be taken by the com- 
munity for public expenses. The product of labour 
being exempted from taxation, it is sacred to the 
producer. This, instead of encouraging idleness, 
incourages industry. ‘‘ For ages, the people of 
Korea, have not been able to retain the product 
of theic labour,” till now they have gotten to that 
point where they produce just as little as they 
can and sponge just as much as possible. America 
is fast going the same road, and if we do not 
admire the Korean style we ought to bring in the 
Single Tax so that honest workers may get their 
due and idlers can be left to starve. Wehave 
heard a good deal about the weak points of 
missionaries; but to my mind one of the weakest 
is just on this point of a financial system 
that squares with the Christian doctrine. I 
haven’t met any one in Japan who has shown 
that he knew ‘the law of wages.” Wages 
depend upon access to land, and access to land 
depends on taxation. Where idle land is not 
taxed, it can be monopolized and kept out of use 
indefinitely; where it is taxed to ils tental value 
it can not be monopolized nor kept out of use. 
Private property in land gives low wages-=indus- 
trial slavery. The Single lax pives free land and 
the highest possible wages, 

The holding of land by the user is encouraged 
by the Single Tax and all improvements are ex- 
cepted from public burdens. It encourages labour 
and the creation of wealth to acertain point, but 
does not encourage slavery. The price of land is 
sinply capitalized rent and rent, paid to a landlord 
Is stinply paying black-mail, and so far ag the 
tenler pays it We is enslaved. All honest ex- 


change is in the last analysis, an exchange of 
services. 

The landlord performs no services, he simply 
gives us access to what is ourown. Society in 
taking the rent of land, takes its own because the 
presence of the community gives this value. 
Here there is an honest exchange of services. | 
want to say to Mr. Gale that the S.T. tends to 
equality so far as men are equal in ability to 
produce wealth, but no farther. Under it there 
would be no such cases as this: A man owned a 
piece of ground near Denver ; it was considered to 
be of very little value. He committed a crime 
and was sent to jail. When he came out he was 
rich, the progress of Denver had made him rich! 

Ina few days, the first installment of the up-to- 
date Primer, a Single Tax book, by Mr. Bengough, 
the Caricatucist of the ‘ Toronto Grip,” profusely 
illustrated, aud written in words of one syllable, 
will be here. I would advise Mr. Gale to invest 
and learn what the S.T. is; it will keep him 
from mentioning it in such a way again, Apo- 
logizing for inteuding on your columns, 

I am, yours respectfully, 

CHAS. E. GARST. 

Tsukiji, 16, April 16th, 1896. 





BANK AMALGAMATION LAW. 


a 
(As amended by the House of Representatives.) 

Art. [L—Joint stock companies carrying on 
banking business and established in accordance 
with the same law may be amalgamated by the 
following methods. 

1. A company may amalgamate with another by 
incorporating in the point concern the whole of its 
assets and liabilities. 

2. Several companies may be amalgamated into 
one new company. 


Art. I1.—Companies to be amalgamated in ac- 
cordance with clause 1 of the preceding article must 
pass aresolution authorizing the amalgamation 
at a general meeting of shareholders, and must 
apply for the sanction of the Department of State 
that control such affairs through the medium of 
the Local Governor, The notice or summons con- 
vening the meeting of sharehoiders for the pur- 
pose specified in the preceding clause must be 
issued at least 30 days before the date of such 
meeting. 

Art. Iff.—Companies that desire to be amal- 
gamated in accordance with clause 2 of the pre- 
ceding Article must, subsequent to the decision of 
the peneral meeting of shareholders, hold a joint 
general meeting of shareholders of both com. 
panies at which a similar resolution must be 
carried and the bye-laws of the new company 
must then be determined. The sanction of the 
competent Department of State must next be ap- 
plied for on the joint signatures of the Directors 
of the companies concerned, through the medium 
of a Local Governor. 

A joint general meeting of shareholders will 
elect the Directors and Auditors of the Company 
to be newly established. The second clause of 
the preceding Article applies to the general meet- 
ing of shareholders mentioned in this Article. 


Art. 1V.—The resolutions proposed at general 
and joint general meetings of shareholders must 
conform with the provisions of Art. CCIII. of the 
Commencial Code. Shareholders at a joint general 
meeting possess voting powers at the rate of 
one vote per share. Provided that when the bye- 
laws of a certain company restrict the number of 
votes, such restriction shall be applied to the vot- 
ing rights of ashareholder owning more than 11 
shares, and that when restrictions provided by bye- 
laws are different in both companies, the provisions 
which confer the greatest advantage on share- 
holders shall be applied. In the event of the num- 
ber of shares in each company not being uniform, 
voting rights shall be determined in accordance 
with the standard of the shares of least value, 
fractions not to be counted. 


Art. V.—In the event of a general meeting of 
shareholders Leing convened, each company is 
obliged to comply with the request of a shareholder 
of either company to allow of an examination 
of documents specified in Art. CCXXII of the 
Commercial Code. 


Art. VI.—In the event of a general meeting of 
shareholders being couvened, a judicial court 
situated in the same distsict where the company 
concerned is liansacting business, may, in aces 
cordance with the request of the shareholders of 
the other company to the amalgamation, whose 
shares do not correspond at least to oneefifth of the 
total capital of the other, despatch one or several 
officials to examine the actual condition of business 
and finances of the said Company. 

Provisions specified in Articles CCXXV. and 
CCXXVI, ot the Commercial Code shall be applic- 
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able to examinations mentioned in the foregoing 
clause. 


Art. VIL.—In the event of the resolution of 
amalgamation being carried at the joint general 
meeting of shareholders or atthe general meeting 
of shareholders specified in Art. II., the Directors 
must send notice to that effect to the competent 
judiciary courts. 

Ait. VILL.—-The competent Department of State 
and judiciary courts are entitled to inspect the 
actual circumstances attending the amalgamation. 


Art. [IX.—In the event of a resolution as to 
amalgamation being arrived at either at the gene- 
calor joint general meeting of shareholders, the 
companies that are to individually cease to exist 
astheresult of the amalgamation, must wind up 
their Lusiness contracts, etc., and must suspend 
business other than that connected with the dis- 
charge of obligations actually pending, and must, 
for that purpose, give public wotice at least on 
three seperate occasions, When, disregarding 
these circumstances, the Directors continue busi- 
ness, they shall be held responsible for all liabilities 
to the full extent of their property. 


Act. X.—Companies to be amalgamated may 
by issuing public notice, suspend the transfer of 
their shares for a period exceeding one month 
prior to the date of convening the joint general 
meeting of shareholders or general meeting speci- 
ficd in Act. IT. 

In the event of amalgamation being ac- 
complished in accordance with the second mode 
specified in Art. I., the transfer of shares effected 
dusting the interval that elapses between the day 
on which the resolution as to amalgamation was 
passed at the joint general meeting of share- 
holders and the day on which the registration 
specified in Art. XIV., is to be applied for, shall 
be null and void. 

Ait. XI.—In case the amalgamation is sance 
tioned, the Directors must intimate the fact to 
creditors, and are also obliged to give notice as to 
any objection to the amalgamation and oust re- 
present the fact to the company within a certain 
fixed limit of time. Provided that the limit must 
be at least 30 days. 

In the notice specified above the list of pro- 
perties, and credits, and liabilities of each com- 
pany to be amalyamated must be set out. 


Art. XII—In the event of to objection being 
raised within the specified period, objection may 
be considered as non-existant. 

In the event of a creditor objecting within the 
specified period, the Company must at once liqui- 
date its liability or must, by offering reasonable 
security, remove the objection. 


Art. XIIE.—Unatil after the period mentioned in 
Art. XI. has expired, and valid objections made 
by creditors are removed, or liabilities for which 
law suits are still pending, or for which money has 
been deposited at the Treasury, no company is 
competent to catry out the amalgamation. Pro- 
vided that when all the creditors have declared 
that they have no objections, the amalgamation 
may be accomplished even within the limit of time 
provided, ; 

Art. XIV.—In the event of the amalgamation 
being consummated, registration must take place 
within 14 days. When registration has been 
effected the fact must be at once announced to the 
shareholders and to the competent Department of 
State through the medium of the Local Governor. 
Matters to be registered and to be announced are 
as follow: 

For a company whose name survives in the 
amalgamation : 


1. Date of sanction of amalgamation and of its 
consummation. 

2. Matters which, though previously registered, 
have subsequently undergone alteration, 

3. Names of companies which have disappeared 
as the result of amalgamation. 

For a company that is newly created as the re- 
sult of amalgamation, in addition to the two 
clauses (No. 8 excluded) specified in Art. CLX- 
VIIL., of the Commercial Code being stated, the 
following two clauses must apply: 

1. Date of sanction of amalgamation and its 
consummation. 

2. Names of Companies that have disappeared 
as the result of amalgamation. 

Art. XV.—In case a company possesses a 
branch office, registration must also be effected at 
the place where that branch office is situated. 

Art. XVI.—In case registration is not effected 
within the period specified in Art. XIV. the Direc- 
tors shall be held responsible to the full extent of 
their property for any loss which the company or 
a third party has incurred on that account. 

Ait. XVIL—A company that survives amalga- 
mation or is newly created, succeeds to the rights 
and obligations of the companies that have disap- 
peared as the result of amalgamation. 
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Art. XVIIL—A National Bank can not be 
amalgamated according to the second process 
mentioned in Art. J. 

Art. XIX.—Resolutions specified in Clause 1, 
Art. IL. shall conform with the provisions of Art. 
LXIX. of the National Bank Regulations when 
they concern a National bank. 

Art. XX.—Bank notes issued by National Banks 
that have ceased lo exist as the result of amalgama- 
tion must be redeemed within the term specified in 
the charter, in accordance withthe process men- 
tioned in Act. CXIT. of the National Bank Re- 
gulations, and a National bank that continues to 
work after the amalgamation must take over the 
liability of redeeming the notes originally issued 
by it. os 

Art, XXI.—In case sanction has been secured, 
law suits of companies that cease to exist as the 
result of the amalgamation shall be suspended 
ill the bank that succeeds to the amalgamated 
business has been propetly reorganized. Pro- 
visions relating to the suspension of suits in con- 
sequence of the demise of persons concerned, 
specified in Chapter V., Section II., Book I. of 
the Code of Civil Procedure, shall be applicable 
to the foregoing case. 

Art. XXIL.—In case application for registration 
specified in Art. XIV., or in case the intimation 
or notice specified in Art. XI. are neglected by the 
Directors, they shall be dealt with according to 
oe provisions of Art. CCVIX. of the Commercial 

ode, 


NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
————-> — 


Mr. H. A. Ritchie, the new superintendent of 
the P. & O. Company’s business in Hongkong, 
entered upon his duties on April oth. Mr. Alf. 
Woolley has been transferred to Yokohama as 
agent there. The China Mail welcomes the com- 
ing and wishes good luck to the parting official. 

The Daily Press says :—There is at present, we 
hear, a large export from Canton of Chinese five 
and ten-cent pieces and this has been going on 
for some months past. The cause of the unusually 
large and steady shipments of these coins is the 
necessity of supplying the deficiency in the Chi- 
nese currency caused by the diminishing or uon- 
expansive supply of copper cash, the principal 
medium of exchange, and the steady appreciation 
of the latter all over China. This seems to point 
to three things, first, that the silver currency is 
becoming better known and more popular; se- 
cond, that the coinage of cash is not keeping pace 
with the demand ; and, third, that the mass of the 
people are growing richer or that they prefer to 
use the small silver coins to the old cumbersome 
cash. Possibly cheap silver may also have some- 
thing to do with it. 


The journal just quoted says that the news 
of the anticipated disturbance at Canton in con- 
nection with the now abandoned scheme for the 
regulation of the boat traffic, circulated far and 
wide through the surrounding country, with the 
result that all the bad characters for miles around 
were flocking to the city to revel it riot and plun- 
der. The shopkeepers, hotel-keepers, tea-louse 
proprietors, etc,, who were instigating the propos- 
ed disturbance, then awoke to the consciousness 
that they would be the victims of their own folly, 
for the towdies realised that an attack on Shameen 
was only likely to bring them hard knocks and 
little coin, and that the occasion could better be 
utilised for incendiary fires and a general looting 
of rich native stores and hongs, where little resist- 
ance could be met. Hence the sudden reversal of 
all incitement to attack foreigners. The agitators 
had, however, approached rather near the brink 
and only drew back in time.  Itis said that the 
changes proposed in connection with the better 
control of the harbour could now be easily carried 
out if effected judiciously, 


Out of twenty-four years spent at Singapore a 
Chinaman has been comfortably housed in gaol for 
nineteen years. He considers himself badly used 
when he is turned out. 


The Rev. G. H. Davies, of Hongkong, the 
clergyman whom the majority of the Church Body 
of St. John’s Cathedral refused to allow to take 
the Rev. R. F. Cobbold’s work duing that gentle- 
man’s leave of absence, has been appointed to 
the Chaplaincy of the English Church at Kobe. 


Further intelligence is to hand of the stranding 
of the Danish steamer Activ on the island of Hai- 
nan. On the rrth inst. the Captain of the Activ 
wrote a letter, which he despatched with a junk 
to Hoiliow to Messrs. Maity’s agent there, stating 
that if a fresh wind sprung up the Activ was like- 
ly to become atotal wreck. There was very little 
hope forlher, The steamer is full of water, but 
there was very little cargo in the vessel. The cargo 
and Chinese passengers were shipped on junks to 
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Hoihow and transferred to the Hongkong, which 
brought them on to Hongkong. 

In a few days, remarksthe De/t Courant of the 
18th of March, the harbour works at Sabang Bay 
in Pulo Way are to be handed over by the Nether. 
lands India Government to the concessionaries of 
the island, Messts. De Lange and Co. The transfer 
will be done in proper official form in the presence 
of the Governor of Acheen. Several persons from 
Acheen and the Straits Settlements have been 
invited to be present. Rumour says thaton this 
occasion the harbour will lose its Malay name, 
which will be changed into that of Hollandia Bay. 
The establishment of a splendid harbour on Pulo 
Way-and, indeed, the harbour in Sabang Bay is 
a fine one in the opinion of experts—is uot likely 
to lead in the near future to the starting of a new 
Singapore on Dutch territory. But itis a fact 
that what has been done at Pulo Way is observed 
with keen interest in the Straits, both in commer- 
cial and Government circles. A large British 
steamer lately discharged three thousand tons of 
Cardiff coal at Pulo Way, and a Packet Naviga- 
tion Company’s steamer regularly calls there. 
There is some talk of starting a dry dock and a 
slip at Pulo Way. The Dutch Government has 
promised support to the dry dock scheme. Steps 
have been taken to find out whether Deli tobacco 
could be shipped by the Puio Way route to Europe. 


On Sunday morning, April rath, the steamer 
Exe was successfully towed off the rock in the 
Samoun Group, where she had been lying for four 
days. Inthe early morning H.M.S. Archery and 
four tugse=the Dock Company’s Fame, the P. & 
O. Company’s Dragon, and two large Chinese 
launches—=were despatched to the spot. About 
nine o’clock H.M.S. Archer affixed a nine-inch 
cable to the stern ofthe Exe; and everything being 
ready the Archer gave a strong pull which moved 
the ship about ten feet off the shelving rock. An- 
other pull brought the Exe twenty feet further off, 
when the hawser snapped. There was a consider- 
able swell on at the time, and the Exe was left in 
a rather dangerous position on the edge of the 
rock. The tugs secured their hawsers again, and 
partly with the swell of the sea and partly by the 
efforts of tugs the vessel was got off the rock into 
deep water. The whole operations lasted about 
halfean-hour, Mr, R. Cooke, of the Hongkong 
and Whampoa Dock Company, superintended 
the operations. The Exe then steamed into Hong- 
kong harbour. She has gone into the Cosmo- 
politan Dock for inspection and repairs. 

An extensive fire occurred at Manila on the 3rd 
Aptil, half of the district of Santa Cruz and a large 
part of that of Trozo, in which the houses are of 
“nipa,” being burnt down, The total number of 
houses destroyed was between four and five thou- 
sand. Subscriptions have been opened for the 
relief of the inhabitants in the burnt-out district and 
measures for their relief were also taken by the 
Government. Itis believed that the fire had its 
origin in incendiarism, the motive being discontent 
with certain payments exacted inthe district. 

At the Hongkong Magpistracy recently before 
Commander W. C. H. Hastings, a Chinese build- 
ing contractor was charged with causing the death 
of a Chinese doctor. About three works ago the 
prisoner was sent to gaol for three months for bit- 
ting one of the doctor's fingers off during a quarcel 
in a house itt Graham Street. The doctor was 
afterwards taken seriously ill and died from blood 
poisoning, the result, it is supposed, of the bite. 
The prisoner was consequently taken out of gaol 
and charged with causing the death of the doctor, 
and he was committed for trial. 


The inspection of the steamer Exe in the Cos- 
mopolitan Dock, Hongkong, has revealed very 
extensive damage to the fore part of the steamer, 
where she had been lying on the cock. From the 
bridge forward the vessel is terribly smashed. It 
is believed that fifty plates, perhaps more, will have 
A large portion of the double 
bottom is so badly damaged as to necessitate re- 
newal, ‘The repairs, says the China Mazi, will 
occupy a considerable time. All the Hongkong 
papers are loud in praise of Captain Pell for the 
manner in which he handled his vessel during the 
salvage operations. : 

During the stay of ge, Wa Circus at Madras 
a Chinese tiger tamer was badly manled by two 
untrained tigers. According to latest advices, he 
is still in the Madras General Hospital. 

The Straits Times says :—‘' We are authorita- 
tively informed that, on the conclusion of the coro- 
nation festivities in Moscow, Li Hungechang will 
go to London, where he is entrusted with a special 
polilical mission to the Marquis of Salisbury. 
Questions of great importance to British trade 
and political supremacy in the Far East will be 
discussed by the two statesmen. While in Eng- 
land, His Excellency will be received and enter- 
tained by Her Majesty the Queen. Li Hung- 
chang had previously arranged to return to China 
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by way of America, but he has now decided, after 
experience of the fatigue that would be entailed 
by so long a journey, lo ceturn via the Suez Canal.” 
We hope, says a Hongkong contemporary, the 
result of Li Hung-chang’s tip to civilised Europe 
will result in the introduction of true reform in 
China, if not through the medium of the veteran 
statesman, at least by the aid of the large com- 
pany of officials who accompany him. 

Two more robberies with violence are reported 
in Hongkong papers. The first was accomplished 
by a gang of twenty men, armed with swords, 
revolvers, and other firearms, who took possession 
of a shup in Kowloon City, and after searching 
the premises decamped with raw and prepared 
opium to the value of $600. The second occurred 
in Hongkong itself. Shortly after nine o’clock one 
evening four men armed with revolvers entered a 
second-hand clothes shop at Queen’s Road East, 
Wanchai, and after having tied up the four occu- 
pants in the back room, secured clothing and 
mouey to the value of $100. The alarm was not 
taised till a considerable time afterwards and the 
thieves made good their escape. 

The Right Rev. E. Gasnier, Roman Catholic 
Bishop .of Malacca, Chaplain to the troops, died 
at Singapore on the morning of the 8th instant. 
Heart disease was the cause of death complicated 
by dropsy. Deceased belonged to Angers, was 63 
years of age, entered the priesthood at the age of 
24 and was sent to Mysore as a missionary ; was 
elected, in 1878, Vicar Apostolic of the Malay 
Peninsula and Bishop of Eucardia, which office he 
continued to hold until 1888, when the style of the 
see was altered to that of Bishopric of Malacca. 

A fair quantity of powder was burnt yesterday 
morning (says the Singapore Free Press of the 8th 
inst.) by way of compliment. From the Rurik, 21 
guns, saluting port, 21 from Fort Canning in re- 
ply. Then one mail gun from Fort Canning. 
Then nine from the Undaunted, saluting Captain 
Kriger, as having the rank of commodore, nine in 
reply from the Rurtk, and wine from the Dimitri 
Donskoi. Then nineteen from Fort Canning, salut- 
ing Li Hung-chang on land, nineteen from the 
Undaunted, and nineteen from the Rurvik. ‘One 
hundred and twenty-seven guns in all, within little 
more than an hour. 

A St. Petersburg telegram states that the Rus- 
sian Tiade and Navigation Company intends 
starting next spring a service of steamers on the 
river Sungari, in the Chinese province of Mane 
churia, from its junction with the river Amur as 
far as the town of Petuna. The company hopes 
by this means to establish Russian factories in 
China. 

The number of recorded plague cases in Hong- 
kong now totals close on five hundred. 

At Saigon Li Hang-chang was saluted with 
twenty-one guns, at Singapore with ninéteen. The 
Daily Press believes he felt aggrieved that he was 
not saluted at Hongkong as the vessel by which 
he was travelling came into the harbour flying his 
flag atthe main, but both at Saigon and Singa- 
pore the salutes were fired when he landed and as 
he did not land at Hongkong he could not be held 
entitled to a salute there. Merely passing through 
the harbour in a steamer does not constitute an 
official visit to the colony. 


BAPIIST CONFERENCE, 


—_—__—___—. 
The Annual Conference of American Baptist 
Missionaries met at Kobe, on April roth. Thirty- 
eight of the filty-seven missionaries in Japan were 
present. ‘The Conference, after listening to the 
Annual Sermon by Rev. A. A. Bennett of Yoko- 
hama, upon the theme ‘Consecrating the Now,” 
organized by electing H. H. Rhees, D.D. of Kobe, 
president; W. B. Parshley of Yokohama, vice-pre- 
sident, and S, W. Hamblen, of Sendai, Secretary. 
Interesting reports were received from twenty: 
four Japanese churches, an increase of four over 
last year, with a membership of nearly 1,800, an 
increase of 63 per cent. over last year; 110 native 
helpers carry on work at 84 stations. Contribu- 
tions, $1,513.58, are 10 per cent. more than last 
ear. 

The Theological Seminary at Yokohama, J. L. 
Dearing, President, reported a full Faculty, a 
prosperous year, and excellent work done by the 
students. The Examiners report their pleasure 
ov the Evangelical training given in the School. 

The Yokyo Bapist Academy, E. W. Clement, 
Principal, reported that its fitst year’s work bad 
been highly satisfactory. The principle of self- 
support has been maintained with the hearty 
acquiescence of the students. 

The Girls’ Seminaries at Tokyo, Yokohama, 
Sendai, Chofu, and Himeji reported an attendance 
of 234, a slight falling off from last year. Fifteen 
schools of lower grade reported 412 pupils, 50 per 
cent. more than last year. 
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The Bible Women’s work this year has been 
matked by the increasing knowledge and influence 
of the workers and by a more continous apprecia- 
lion on part of their hearers; 31 Bible Women 
visited 4,255 families in 33 towns, and carry on 23 
Sunday Schools. 

Publications of the year have been Harper’s In- 
ductive Studies in Luke, also a large issue of tracts. 
The Life of Diaz and the Hymn Book are now in 

ress. 

Appropriate resolutions were passed in memory 
of Mrs. Ellen Sharland, who died at Chofu, April 
19th, 1895. For twenty years she had devoted her 
consecrated life to mission work without a salary. 
She was accomplished, and spent not little time in 
selecting and adapting tunes for our new hynin- 
book. She did much for the religious welfare of 
the soldiers. ‘Ihe poor of Chofu realize that her 
labours for them sprang from a loving heart and 
brought offerings of money for a memorial of her, 

Belle S. Marsh came to Japan in 1876 and in 
1879 was married to Dr. Poate. Shedied in Sher- 
mau, N.Y., U.S.A. “ This most loving and lovable 
of women ” devoted her exceedingly faithful and 
intense life to every good cause and especially to 
the children of Japan. 

F. G. Harrington, of Yokohama, read a valuable 
and interesting paper upon the theme, “ That the 
organizer and controller of all missionary work, 
in the roth century as well as in the ist century, 
is the Holy Spirit.” 

Nathan Maynard of Kokura, favoured the Con- 
ference with a paper on “ The Holy Spirit and the 
Believer.” 

J. W. MacCullum read a very suggestive paper 
on * Selfesupport in missionary work.” 

These papers were all excellent and led to pro- 
fitable discussions. : 

The Conference made formal dissent from the 
request recently sent abroad, that Christianity be 
advocated in Japan from the lecture platform, and 
expressed their. firm conviction that this people 
needs pure and simple gospel preaching instead 
of philosophy. 

The Conference then adjourned to meet in 
Yokohama, in May, 1897. 





LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


= — 
(Reurmr’s “Japan Mait” Seeciat Service.) 


London, April 17. 

It has been ascertained that the Treaty be- 
tween Germany and Japan abolishes extra- 
territoriality, but Consuls retain legal functions 
in certain matters, notably in questions relating 
to succession and guardianship. A convention 
relating to patents and trademarks is pro- 
jected, but in the meanwhile German subjects 
in Japan are placed on an equal footing with 
the natives. Japan concedes a reduction of 
the tariff, whilst Germany merely grants the 
most favoured nation rights. 


London, April 20. 

A telegraphic despatch, just received, states 
that twelve thousand Matabeles threaten an 
attack on Buluwayo which is defended by a 
force of about six hundred. The defenders are 
confident of holding their position. 

London, April 23. 

A Times telegram from Washington states 
that the Venezuelan question remains in a 
dangerous stage, the effect of the British Blue- 
book having proved far less favourable than 
was expecied. The despatch also adds that 
negotiations are at a standstill between Great 
Britain and the United States. 

Latest advices from South Africa report the 
Matabele, numbering some fourteen thousand, 
to be within three miles of Buluwayo. 

The deaths are announced of M. Leon Say 
and Baron Hirsch. . 


— 


(‘‘Specrac” T&ceGRAMS To THE “ JAPAN MAIL.”) 


Hakodate, April 17. 
The Japanese sloop Musashé arrived here 
this morning. 
Hakodate, April 19. 
A lengthy shock of earthquake was felt here at 
8 o'clock this evening. 
Kobe, April 19, 7.46 p.m. 
The Kobe Zushin Shimbun contains areport 
that on the rath inst., between Takefu and Tsu- 
ruga, a foreign bicyclist, riding to overtake two 
companions who had passed on a short time 


previously, fell with his machine over a precipice 
and received such severe injuries that his re- 
covery is doubtful. The man’s companions had 
left the next stopping place without knowing 
about the accident, and as no names have been 
ascertained of any of the party, the affair is thus 
far involved in mystery, 
Kobe, April 20. 

The bicyclist who met with the accident at 
Tsuruga is the Rev. J. B. Porter, of Kyoto. He 
is still alive, but his condition is critical. 


Hakodate, April 21. 
The American sealing schooner Al/on has 
arrived here with 220 sealskins. She is the first 
sealer that has entered this port this year. 


Kobe, April 22nd, 7.10 a.m. 
The Rev. J. B. Porter's condition is said to 
be improving, and hopes are now entertained 
of his recovery. 


A fire broke out here yesterday afternoon on 
the Customs jetty, and a hundred bales of 
American cotton were greatly damaged. 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘** Japan 
Herald,” the ‘Japan Gazette,’’ anv other Subscribers 
in ‘Vokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, April 16. 
Marshal Marquis Yamagata has arrived at 
New York and met with an enthusiastic re- 
ception. 


Despatches from South Africa state that the]. 


natives of the Northern Transvaal are restless, 
and a general rising is feared. Advices from 
Buluwayo report the situation there as being 
still serious. 


Exchange on London at Paris ......00 25.16% 
Exchange on London at New York .,. 4.893 
(Tel. trans.) 

London, April 18. 

A Times telegram from Johannesburg pub- 
lished this morning states that the Transvaal is 
arming to the teeth. 

The rat Battalion Middlesex Regiment (27th 
Foot) and a detachment of Mounted Infantry 
are going to the Cape, the authorities having 
resolved to increase the permanent garrison al 
the Cape. ; 
Exchange on London at Paris........ccccsceees 
Exchange on Londouw at New York ......... 

London, April 22. 

Several skirmishes have taken place close to 
Buluwayo, in which the Matabele lost heavily. 

Peace negotiations have been broken off be- 
tween King Menelek of Abyssinia and General 
Baldissera, Commander of the [talian forces. 
25.16 
4.89 


Exchange on London at Patis...sccceccsesseees 
Exchange on London at New York ,........ 





(From tun “N.C. Dairy News.’*) 
London, April 11. 

Sixteen more British officers are to start for 
Egypt at once. 

London, April 13. 

Stevani’s column has recently arrived at 
Kassala with supplies, and has been ordered to 
remain temporarily. 

London, April 15. 

The Irish Land Bill has been introduced in 
the House of Commons. 

The Hon. G. N. Curzon, Parliamentary 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, replying to Mr. 
Labouchere, stated that if it was necessary to 
employ British troops beyond Wady. Halfa, the 
cost would be a matter for discussion between 
England and Egypt. 

Two hundred men of the Leicestershire 
Regiment leave Aldershot at the end of May 
for the Cape. ig 

London, April 16. 

The natives in the Northern Transvaal are 
restless and a rising is feared. 

The Sultan has made Prince Ferdinand of 
Bulgaria a Field-Marshal in the ‘Turkish army. 
(From tae ** L‘Extrewe Orient ’’) 

Paris, April 3. 

The Ministry has been questioned in the 
Chamber on the subject of the Dongola Expedi- 
tion. M. Bourgeois, President of the Cabinet 
and Minister for Foreign Affairs, said that the 


Google 


position of Britain in Egypt created increasing 
uneasiness throughout Europe. Russia was in 
complete accord with France on the subject, 
and M. Bourgeois said he would not allow 
Britain to forget her engagement to evacuate 
Egypt. He would continue to negotiate the 
evacuation with firmness, for on the result of 
these negotiations depended the maintenance 
of peace in which all the Powers were equally 
interested. ‘The Chamber passed a vote of con- 
fidence by 300 votes to 213, and then adjourned 
till the roth May next. 


(From tHe * L'InpoeCuime FRAncaiss.’”) 
Paris, April 4. 

Questioned in the Senate on the subject of 
Egypt, M. Bourgeois replied that he had nothing 
to add to what he had already said in the Cham- 
ber. The Senate, after this declaration, adopted, 
by 155 votes to 85, a resolution to the effect 
that the explanations of the Cabinet were in- 
sufficient and declaring that the Cabinet no 
longer retained the confidence of the Upper 
House. The Senate adjourned till 21st May 
in order to discuss the credits for Madagascar. 
The Ministers have decided that, in view of the 
vote of confidence from the Chamber of De- 
puties, they will retain their positions in spite of 
the adverse vote of the Senate. 


(Vita Rancoon.) 
London, March 28. 
The following is the result of the race for the 
Liverpool Grand National :— 


Soar et ..ccseees puventioaas debgucaecas ‘pei I 
Father O'Flynn vo... ‘cseshisawuseanr owe 2 
Biscuit TERE UUESESICCSOLIVIVELEO TS PEE eT Y 3 


(From THs Japanese Pavers.) 
Sdul, April 14. 

Rumour has it that some Russians and French- 
men in this capital contemplate obtaining the 
right of constructing a railway between Sdul and 
Gensan, the contract of the Sdul-Ninsen railway 
having been given to an American. It is said 
that they have made proposals to the Korean 
Government upon the matter. Moreover, they 
intend to seek permission to build the Sdul- 
Fusan line if the Japanese do not stir in the 
matter. 

To-day’s Independent says that a certain Lay 
Hunt of New York, is on his way to Korea as 
the representative of the contractor of the Séul- 
Ninsen railway. 

Shimonoseki, April 18. 

Marshal Marquis Oyama arrived here last 
night, and inspected the forts to-day. 

Nagasaki, April 18. 

The Pamato has left for Formosa, 

Séul, April 14. 

The Russian Legation has been more care- 
fully guarded during the past few days, but the 
reason is nol known. 

Nagasaki, April 18. 

The U.S, cruiser Machtas has left for Shang- 
hai, and the British cruiser Raéndow has arrived 
from Ninsen. 

Soul, April 16. 

A Royal Ordinance has been issued that, as 
the examination into the affairs of October 8th 
and November 28th was not satisfactory, the 
matters shall be re-examined. 

Nagasaki, April 19. 

The British Naval store-ship Humber arrived 
from Shanghai to-day. 

Séul, April 16. 

Mr. Lay Hunt, who represents the American 
contractor for the Sdul-Ninsen railway, having 
concluded the agreement with the Korean Go- 
vernment, has left for Kobe, from which port he 
will leave for home on the 22nd inst. He will 
return in the summer to survey the route. 

The secret Korean ambassador to Russia is 
entrusted with the business of engaging Palace 
guards, advisers, and military instructors from 
Russia, besides borrowing money in that country. 

Kumamoto, April rg. 

The Commander-in-Chief of the French 
Squadron in the East arrived here yesterday, 
and leaves for Shimabara to-morrow. 

Nagasaki, April 19. 

The chief engineer of the Siberian Railway 

has arrived here. 
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Two British men-of-war have arrived from 
Korea and another from Shanghai. 

Soul, April 20. 

Li Ki-hwa has been sentenced to death for 
having taken part in the disturbance of Oct. 8th. 

Soul, April 21. 

Li Pom-si, Minister of Justice, has been re- 
leased at his own request, and Ham Kei-kwa 
has been appointed to the post. 

Li Pom si took the post of Minister of Justice 
merely for the purpose of re-examining the case 
connected with the affair of October 8th, and as 
the examination is concluded, he resigned the 
position. 

Fusan, April 22. 

Telegraphic communication between Séul 
and Fusan was resumed at 3 p.m. yesterday, 
but the line has since been interrupted. Pro- 
bably the wire has been cut by the rebels. 

Séul, April 19. 

Jo Sbhu-ho, Tei Hei-cho, Kim Kei-ka, and 
Li Dai-ko, who were arrested the other day for 
having taken part in the outbreak of October 
8th, have been sentenced to banishment for life, 
Tei Man-cho, and U Lak-gen are banished for 
15 years, Zen Shum-ki and Li Ham-cha for 10 
years, Ko Ko-toku to hard labour for one year, 
and Tei In-ko is acquitted. 

The Ministry of War has been posthumously 
conferred on Hong Kei-kun, who was killed 
during the disturbance of October 8th, and Li 
Ko-shoku is raised to the first class first grade. 
Lin Sai-ju, who was sentenced by the former 
Government to death as the ringleader of the 
outbreak of November 28th, has been appointed 
Vice-Minister of Home Affairs, and Li Do-tetsu 
is the Vice-Minister of War. 

Chiba, April 22. 

Three foreigners—one Canadian, one Eng- 
lishman, and one Scotchman—were cast up on 
the shore of Tokai-mura, Isumi-gori, to-day. 
They state that they left Victoria some time ago 
with twenty others. They were caughtin a gale 
while sealing, and drifted ashore while attempt- 
ing to reach Yokohama in an open boat in which 
they left their ship. 

Sdul, April 19. 

A Russian has been appointed adviser to the 
Finance Department. 

Nagasaki, April 22. 

The Russian armed cruisers Dimi/ri Donskoi 
and Rurik arrived here to-day. 

Kobe, April 22. 

Count Okuma arrived here to-day, and was 
very warmly received. Fireworks were sent up 
when he arrived. ‘Two entertaiments are to be 
given to him here. 

Kyoto, April 20. 

It is said Governor Yamada, of Kyoto, has 


resigned, 
Akita, April 20. 
Five severe shocks of earthquake were felt 
here between 8 o’clock last night and 3 o’clock 
this morning, 
Aomori, April 20. 
Some strong earthquakes were felt here last 
night and this morning. 
The following telegram has been received by the Government. 
H.1.H. Prince Fushimi arrived at Paris on 
the 18th inst. 
Fusan, April 21. 
Telegraphic communication between Sdul 
and Fusan will be restored in one or two days. 
The Chokai has arrived here. 
Nagasaki, April 21. 
The Russian ironclad Emperor Nicholas ., 
the sloop KXrefser, and the gunboat Gre- 
miastchy have left for Korea. 
Kobe, April 2r. 
The Zabijaka and two other Russian ships 
left for Nagasaki this morning. 
Hiroshima, April 21. 
Yu Kil-sun, ex-Minister of Home Affairs in 
Korea, who barely escaped with his life during 
the late disturbance in Séul, arrived here to-day, 
and at once left for Tokyo. 
Kobe, April 23. 
Marshal Marquis Oyama left for Yokohama 
to-day by the Hyogo Maru. 
Fusan, April 23. 
Three Russian men-of-war arrived here this 
morning. 
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Nagasaki, April 23. 
The Russian sloop Xrefser has left for Viadi- 
vostock. 
Fusan, April 22. 
The Russian sloop Bodre left here this after- 
noon for an uncertain destination, 
Ninsen, April 23. 
One officer and fifty marines of the Russian 
cruiser Admiral Nakhimof proceeded to Séul 
this morning. Some persons say that they will 
relieve the Russian marines in Séul, while others 
state that the men go to the capital to guard the 
Palace, as the King will shortly leave the 
Russian Legation. 
S6ul, April 23. 
Yuen Yong-son, Minister of Finance, hasbeen 
appointed Premier, his previous position being 
given to Chhim Sang-hun, Li Pom-Si has been 
appointed an official in the Royal Household, 
and Kin Pyong-si a Court Councillor. 
Oiso, April 23. 
Marquis Ito, the Premier, arrived here this 
afternoon, 
Shimonoseki, April 22. 


A dispatch from Fusan dated the 2oth inst, |come upon us. 


states thata little over 50 Japanese guards left 
Ka-heung on the 14th inst. to attack the insur- 
gents at In-song, who have been attempting to 
assaullthe JapaneseguardatAnpho. The detach- 
ment reached In-song on the 15th, and at once 
altacked the insurgents, 46 of whom were killed, 
and over 50 wounded. No casualties were re- 
ported among the Japanese. About 700 rebels 
are at In-song, but their leader has been cap- 
tured. A large quantity of arms, provisions, 
and horses were recently captured by the Japa- 
nese. 
Séul, April 20. 

It is stated that the Cabinet has been dis- 
cussing the advisability or otherwise of the re- 
turn of the King to the Myong-ye Palace or the 
Principal Palace to receive the credentials of 
Mr. Komura, who was lately promoted to the 
rank of Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Pleni- 
potentiary. It is said that Mr. Komura made 
some proposal in connection with the matter, 

Séul, April 22. 

The Korean Government has decided to pro- 
hibit the purchase by Korean residents of the 
Konjo Shimpo, a newspaper published by the 
Japanese residents, The Authorities intended 
to arrest the Korean vendors of the KXonjo 
Shimpo, but all have at present escaped. 

Mr. Miwa Chobei is endeavouring to obtain 
the grant of rights to construct a railway be- 
tween Fusan and Soul for the Japanese. It is 
said that he will succeed if his project is promot- 
ed and organized quickly. 

Fusan, April 21. 

The Korean Government asked the Russian 
Government for a loan 4,500,000 roubles, and 
afterwards increased the amount by another 
500,000 roubles. Russia accepted the first 
request, but no reply has yet been given to the 
latter. The products in Ham-gyong-do have 
been hypothecated as security. 





CHESS. 


——_——_—_»—_____—_ 
(All Communicatiuns to be addressed to the Cuaes Epitur,) 


The Yokohama Chess Club meets every Mon- 
day ane Thursday at the Club Hotel from 5 p.m. 
to II p.m, 


Visitors to Yokohama dnd Officers of ships 
(whether Navy or Merchant service) who are 
Chess-players, are welcome to use the Club dur- 
ing their stay in this port. 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m, to 7 p.m, 


SoLuTion of Propiem No, 225. 


WHITE. BLACK, 
Ii—KttoQ5 1—K takes Kt 
2—Q takes B, mate 

I—R takes O 
2—Kt takes P, mate 
I—Bto B3 


2—Kt (Q 3) to B 4, mate. 


Correct auswers from W.D.C., Digamma, 
aa Shogi, J.D., Sigma, E.J.K., W.B., and 


ProBieM No. 227. 
By S. M. Joseru (first prize Brighton Society 
tourney). 


BLACK. 


EZ 


WA 
“yn ; 
Yifegs 
SLA 

LG, 


WZ | 
Chl | 








A 
Ye / Z Vi 
Vt Yuue 


white, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 








Tue Toxyo CHAMPION. 


* Not single spies but in battalions ”’ do troubles 
Last week we chronicled the ap- 
proaching departure of the Hon, Edwin Dun, and 
now we learn that Mr. W. E. Walz, the foremost 
player of the Tokyo Chess Club, is leaving Japan 
for Boston in June, and that he does not purpose 
returning to the land of the Rising Sun. We wish 
Mr. Walz every success in all bis undertakings; 
and in lis chess career may be emulate, if he does 
not excel, his two great namesakes William 
(Steinitz) and Emmanuel (Lasker), We are glad 
to know that Mr. Walz leaves behind him (in the 
hands of the President of the Yokohama Chess 
Club), his valuable collection of games, problems, 
notes, etc., so that we may often be benefitted by 
his research, when Japan knows him, personally 
no more. 


We take the following from the Scotsman. On 
the Edinburgh side will be found the name of a 
former Tokyo resident, Dr. C. G. Knott. 


EpiInBuRGH v. GLascow. 

A match between these clubs, represented by 
teams of 15 a-side, was played in the Rooms of 
the Glasgow Chess Club, Athenaeum, Glasgow, 
aud like all its predecessors, resulted in a victory 
for Glasgow. The score, however, was creditable 
for Edinburgh, considering the number of mem- 
bers the two clubs could respectively draw upon. 
At the tup boards Edinburgh scored—the result 
of play of the four first-class Edinburgh players 


being that they won 34 out of 4games. Stores:— 
EpvinsurGa. Giascow. 

DD. Vi Mile icc, coscel 1s Russell .....000 o 

D, Forsyth..cc0e cssee I . Gilchrist ...... sas0 

Cr, Aelia dascetass 4 =William Black ,..... 4 
G. P. Galloway ...1 Bu RGHEE scccniacnnen ail 
Alex. Fraser .cccccsss o WV Dh. BUI vetaineeats I 

BF. A. Coral sessicces o R. Cy. Lynessicecissecl 

C. B.. Taaleard xis o James Russell ...... I 


Dr, C. G. Knott ...0 
Jas. Campbell ......0 


C. M. Jonas .........1 
J. M. Finlayson ...1 
veel 


C.S. R. Simson ,,.0 A.B. Law casscses 
Robt. Rankin vo... 4 Jj. R. Longwill ...... 3 
William Smith,,.... I George Beckett ,..0 
Gi Bs JSCRMON iasesk J. Muirhead ......00 ) 
]. C. Hoppner ,,....0 Wa. Sharp cescesees I 
Robt. Macaulay ...0o—6 W. F. Murray ......1—9 

The following are specimens of the games 
played :— 

Game No. 471. 
RUY LOPEZ. 
WHITR. BLACK. 

John Russell. D. Y. Mills. 
1i—PtoK4 Ii—P to K 4 
2a—Kito K B3 2—KitoO0 B3 
3—B to Kt 5 3—P to K Kt 3 (a) 
4—P to O B 3 (b) 4—B to Ki 2 
5—-PtwQ4 5—P takes P 
6—P takes P 6—K Kt to K 2 (c) 
7—Castles 7—Casitles 
8—Kt a B3 8—PtoQO4 
9—-PtwKS5 o—Bto Kt 5 
10—B to K 3 10—P to B3 
11—P takes P 11—B takes P (d) 
12—B to K 2 12—Kt to B4 
13—P to K R3 13—Kt takes B 

14—P takes Kt 14—B to B 4 
15—BtoQ3 15—B takes B 
16—O takes B 16—O toQ 2 
17—O Rito K sq. 17—O Rito K sq. 
i8—O to Kt 5 18—R to be sq: 
19—Ktto O2 19—P to Kt 3 
20—Rto B3 20—Kt to K 2 
21—Q takes 21—R takes O 


22—Pto KKt4 
230 Rto K Bsq. 


Original from 


22—R to Kt 2 
23—R takes R 
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24—Kt takes R 
25—K to Kt 2 
26—R to e sq. 
27—Pio R3 
28—R to K B sq. 
29—K to Kt 3 
30—K to Kt 2 


31—Kt to e R 4 
3 


33—P to K4 
34—Kt takes P 
35—Kt takes B 
36—Kt to K 5 
37—K w B3 
38—R to O B sq. 
39—P to Kt 3 
4o—P to Kt 4 (f) 


41—Kt to O 3 
42—K to es 
43—K to K 3 
44—K to O2 
45-—R takes P 
40—K to K 2 
47—Krto K 5 
48—P takes Kt ch. 
49—R to BGO, 
50—R takes 9 RP 
51—R takes 
52—K to B3 
53—K w Kt 2 
54—Resigns. 


(a) Considered inferior to the usual continuations, 3, Kt to K 
R 3, but having the advantage of giving scope 


B3,and3 Pto Q 


24—PtoB4 
25—Kt to B3 
26—P to B 5 
27—PtoK R3 
28—Bto BS 
29—K to Kt 2 
30—PtoR3 
31—R to Kt 2 
32—Kt to K 2 
33—P takes P 
34—-Kt to O4 


35—KKt takes Kt (e) 


37—R to O B2 
38—P to Kt 4 
39--P to B 6 
40—P to B 7 
41—R to B 6 (g) 
42—Ktto K5 
43—Kt to QO 3 
44—R takes P 
45—Kt to B 5 ch. 
46—K to B3 
47—KKt takes Kt 
48—K takes P 
49—Ritakes P 
50—R to O Ki 6 
51—R takes P 
52—R to Kt 6 ch, 
53—K to B5 


36—P to ay 4 


for original play on unanalysed lines, 
(b) The favourite continuations are— 


toQ4 
bs take P* 
6—BtoK3 
r-* toQH3 
Castles 
Even game 
and 
4—Castles 
s-F toB3 
—PtoQ,4 : 
or 4 takes P 
Bto B4 
9-—P toK § 
to—Kt to Bg 
1x—B to Kt3 


* A correspondence game in a match between Edinburgh and 


4—P takes P 
—B to Kt2 
—KttoB 3 

7—Castles 

8—KttoK a 


4—B to Kta 
3-9 KttoK2 
> oo ha 

to 3 
a Kt to B 
9—K Kt to d 4 
1o—Kt to Kt 3 
r1—P toQ4 


Glasgow, pares about ten years ago was continued :— 


takes Kt 
takes P 


5—Q P takes B 
6—Q takes Q 


4—Kt takes Q, and Black (Glasgow) won. 


The opening is a standard one, and will be found in most mo- 


dern text books on the chess openings. 
(e) The game may also be continued. 


6—_ nos ae 
7—Castles 


(da) Black has a good opening 
the restraint characteristic of t 


tack. 


(e) The positions are very even and the game might endina 
draw. White has a slight disadvantage in having an isolated 


KttoKs 
4—Kt to B3 


and has got very early free from 
e defence of the Ruy Lopez ate 


pawn, which, however, is a passed pawn. 


(€) Had White now played 40 R to B 2, and adopted a waiting 


game, we do not see how Black could win. 


(a) White’s neglect to prevent the Black Rook coming to this 


square loses him a Pawn and ultimately the game. 


Game No. 472. 
FRENCH DEFENCE. 


WHITE. 
D. Forsyth. 


I—PtoK4 
2—PtoQ4 
3—Kt to O B3 
4—P takes P (a) 
5—Ktto K B3 
6—B to Q 3 
7—Bto K 3 
8—Ktto K 2 
9—PwB3 
1o—Kt to K 5 
11—P takes Bb 
12—P to B3 
13—Pto KR4 
14—PtoK B4 
1I5—P to K Kt 4 
16—Kt to Ke 3 
17—P takes P 
18—Ktto R 5 
19—Kt to B 6 ch. 
20—O to B2 
21—K to K Kt sq. 
22—O to Kt 2 
23—Kt takes Kt 


24—BtoOB5 
25—K to O sq. 
26— tales G 
27--Pw B5 


28—K to K 2 
29—R to Kt 3 
30—B to K 3 
3I—R to K R sq. 
32—P toO6 
33—-BtoO4 
34—B takes it ch, 
35—R takes Kt P 
30—R takes R 
37—Rio R6 ch. 
38—R to Kt 6 ch, 
39—PtoB6 - 
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BLACK, 
J. Gilchrist. 
1—PtoK 3 
2—P to 4 


3—Ktto K B3 
4—P takes P 


5—P to K R 3 (b) 


6—B to 3 
7—-Pw OBZ 
8—Kito K 5 


9o—P to K Bq (c) 


10—B takes Kt 
11— Kt to Q 2 
12—Kt to Kt 4 
13—Kt to K 3 
14—P to K Kt 3 
15—Kt to Kt2 
16—Kt-to B sq. 
17—P takes P 


1i8—Kt (B sq.) to K 3 


19—K to K 2 
20—Kt to B sq. 
21—K to B2 
22—Kt to K sq. 


23—K takes Kt (d) 
24—O takes P ch, (e) 


25—O to Kt § ch. 
26— ences Q 
27—-P w K R4 
28—P to Kt 4 
29—Kt to R 2 
30—Kt to B sq. 
31K to , 2 
32—Ki to B3 
33—K to K 2 
34—K takes B 
35—P takes R 
8 lu: 4 2 
37—K to Kt 5 
s8— Bie Ps 
39=R to K R sq. 


Lt. 


.| White's position is so superior as almost to ensure victory 
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40—P to B7 4o—R to R7 ch. White have been slight, but their accumulation 
41—K to B sq. 41—Resigns. has led to his resignation with only three pieces 
(a) The other leading variation is— off the board, all his for ces. having been out of 
«—B to K Kt 5 5 po ea the fray in the important crisis. 
i c *. 
€—P to K st 6—B to K 2 | NOTES. 
7-9 to Kt4 7—Castles (a) P takes P is the old mode of proceeding at this st»ge; itat 
—B to Q3 8—P to K E 4 once makes the game equal. 
9—Qto R 3 9—P to Q Kt3 b) The best defence; 3 B toQ Kt 5 has been found deficient, 
to—P to B 4 10—P to |i 4 c) As White popes pushing P to K s, it would seem that he 
Even game, éould very well do that now before attacking Kt with B. He 
t Or might do it without disadvantage, but the text move 
thay 3 ate yay room for the Botlge of the Queen’s Rook in after-play, which is 
7—-Y toV 2 7 : its main motive. 
8—P takes QP 8—B P a P (a) Some prefer moving K P now, and then exchange B. The 
9—Kt takes 9—F oe text move keeps up a stronger attack. Against its adoption, 
z0o—Castles 10—Kt to B 3 some bring forward the argument that in a long game Black’s 
Even game. two Bishops against White’s Bishop and Knight are fully an 
Ms oe Ks s—K KttoQa a ry for me eteaciegs of an attach. A es 
vag e) P to K 5 is generally adopted here, but the can be play- 
6—B takes B 5—Q takes 3 od withoot disadvantage. . 


(f) This move is not wel'-considered ; it should have left Black 
with an inferior position, or the loss of & Pawn. White should 
have replied 7 P takes P, and if 7 K P takes P, then8 Q 
checks at K 2, and 9 at Q Kt 5, winning a Pawn. 

(g) The only move to equalise positions, as a little investiga- 
tion will show. 

i And Black has now equalised the game. 

! 

( 


7-Q as 2 ne Ktto Kts 
(b) —— y cautious, Black had nothing to fear from 
t 5. 
BS A bad move. From this point lack is not allowed to 
make an attacking move with any effect. His pieces remain 
hors de combat till the game is beyond recovery. 
(d) In all this series of moves Black can do nothing but what 
he Is forced to do. 


(e) 24.....- B to K 3 would have been a better move, but ‘er bad move, as the seqael will prove. 


White is now on the defensive, 
) This move threatens to win a Pawn by Kt takes P, and 
forces the retreat of the Kt. 

(\) At this stage, which is the pps point of the game, Black 
has recourse to the usual move which, inthe French Defence, 
breaks up White’s positipn when opportunity offers. Black’s 
design is to win a Pawn, and establish his centre for the end 


against any play. 





Game No. 473. 
KING’S GAMBIT DR&CLINED. 


WHITE. BLACK. game, not minding moving his King. f 
J. Gunsberg. C, V. Bardeleben. (m) White plays as Black had conjectured; for the Defence, 
1—PtoK4 1—Ptw K4 the winning jo the Pawn is more than a compensation for its 
‘£2 inability to castle. 
2a—PwKB4 3 to 2 4 (n) P to Ks might have been played t00, but ae the R must 
—= z — be played to B square some time, the text move is the stronger. 
3 K P takes P 3 K rn t a (0) hite’s ete is getting bad; the last few moves have 
4— K K “a eon Q: ( ponent _ aspect aa =. peony is ~ — _ 
— {to —b tu a although the retreat of the B to K 2 is weak, yet it was the only 
5 ; 3 ae “) 3 move. Black here expected 19 Kt to Kt 5, in which case he 
6—K takes P 6—Castles +4 
K ak Ki cl 7—-O tak s Kt would not have taken ra Lh aves benernt he would > 
—KWl lakes cu, o € had the worse game Lite played a0 R to B square. e 
ee to B 3 8—B to KB 4 variations are too elaborate to be given, but he would have had 
recourse toa coup de repos—ie., Suppose 19 Kt to Kt 5, Q to Kt 
—Bto Kt sch ; kK 
g—F to 3 9 o 5ch. square, leaving still the Ben prise; 20 BtoK 2. Then P to QR 
10—K to sq: 10—Kt to O 2 3. getting rid of the dangerous proximity of the Kt, which.in 
P (1 ) 11—B takes B P (c) conjunction with the Q, would have had a powerful hold on 
Li-~« to 3 40 Black’s position a few moves later on, and then after Kt has re- 
12—P takes B 12—O takes P moved, 21 — Fei | winning yar aif takes R 
—_ — If checks, Blac ing moves to B 2,an takes 
13 R to Kt ge 13 : sath “ white Ben mate in afew moves. He might also capture Her 
14—Q to B 2 (d) 14—Kt takes Majesty by moving King’s Rook to B square. Instead of the 
15—O to Kt 3 15—O R to O sq. text move, Blaek can win the B at once with Q checks at R 5, 
16 B trices Kt (e) 16—B takes B but that piece is bound to be lost, and moving the Kt is slightly 


stronger. 


17—R to Kt 2 
18—R to Q 2 
Resigns. 
NOTES FROM ‘‘ THE FIELD” 


(a) 5—Kt takes P. 6—Q takes P ch.—Q to K 2 would leave 
White the advantage. The variation adopted by Black is more 
in conformity with the spirit of the counter attack. White can- 
not — both Pawns, and Black should get a compensating 
Attack. 

(b) If not the losing move, it is the one, anyhow, that sub- 
jects White to a severe attack and the sacrifice that follows. 
1x—P to K R 3, or any other developing move, would have 
been better. 

(c) It is not quite determined yet whether this sacrifice is 
sound. In practical play, however, it might be risked, what- 


17—R takes P 
18—R to K sq. (f 
a: () Sr. PeTersBurG TouRNAMENT(FiNAt Review). 
This great tournament is without precedent in 
the history of chess, being a series of matches be- 
tween four of the leading players of the world, 
Great credit is due to the St. Petersburg Chess 
Club for initiating and carrying the contest toa 
successful tssuey and for the interest in chess which 
it has excited throughout the world. 


From the following table of results various 
statistics can be gathered :— 


ever analysis at leisure might prove. Black gets two Pawns Total, 
for the piece and a powerful attack, or 
(d) Immediately fatal. 14—R to Kt 2 was better ‘ F gubcet 
e) We do not thidk that White can save the game any more. | 3s = = s=s5 & 
f) A pretty conclusion to a brilliantly-ployed Se toK|}& White S Black. % Opening. “a fa = 
7, of Bto B7 ch., followed; Q takes R mate is threatened. S Po) Pd § ses 
ee = , Aas 
x Lasker ...... rape be neine! Aa ean 

Steinitz...... 0..,.Tchigorin ,,. 1...P to sve O O FT 

: rue reide Me. G. Barbier. > Lasker nase Sco Steinstyr oreo . 0...Ruy Enuue 
Phe following game is a specimen of Mr, Bar-| 2 yemroris - 6... Pillebary...,.. 2... Petrof ee mw aS 

; : wan Ores © sigeenuad a 

bier’s accurate and forcible style of play. Tt was] 3 eee em on ee 8 BOHR sane 8 2 8 


played in the great conmespondence match be- 
tween Scotland and [Ireland in 1886-7, when the 
Scots won by 37 games to 28.) The notes are Mr. 


Bteinitz.. ... O,..Lasker......... 2... to 


Pillsbury... 2... ehigorin ... 0.,.P 38 4 
+S; 4] astconree 3 EB § Ff 
gs Pillsbury... 4...Steinitz ...... 4..PtoQ4 


2} . = Lasker... $... !chigorin .., $...Ruy Lopes ...... 34 2h gh xt 
Barbier’s own and appeared in his chess column] 6 Ln ape . a) or peg seg A Lopez 
s chigorio,.. 0... n voters Tee EVANS yo ccecceeee 4 
of 16th April, 1887. 7 Steinita Ree 8-7, PIN Bary «oe + poet ua ahh ah xh 
Q Tchigorin... o,,.Lasker........ . 1,,,Giuoco Pijano,,, 
Game No. 474: 4 Steinitz » z,,Uchleorin ., 0...P toQ¢ 4835 14 
FRENCH DBFKNCE, 8 at gral lag . a eeery moe atone! wiping © 4 es 
ie’ eannls re ee g Lasker ....., deesteinitz oe $...Ruy Lopez .... 5t 4% 6b 2h 
Ireland ) (Scotland ) ro Pillsbury... 0,,,Lasker ...,...., 2..P to Q 
mia a-Pek3” — |g aamats open oo ores mn 
Stei Se ay oT: 7 ee OP toO4g 
pase” —. : Piltebary 2, Oc ecinite ra ETP to 9 Pitas hidiabis 
3—Ki to B 3 (a) 3—Ki to K B 3 (b) or Lasker beasts r...Tchigorin ... o,..Ruy Lopes ....., 74 6b 6} 33 
4—B to Kt 5 (c) 4—Bto K2 x3 Febigeettin z...Pillsbary..... ° + ny Lopes 
a ; me ‘ sasker ... Z..Steiniiz ws. o...Ruy Lopez .,,.., 83 64 6 
Ske G fe , S mig ay 2 Steinitz,..,.. 2  Pillsbury...... ° "recom + Hoh +t 
o BZ (e) —P to Bg (f) x4 Ichigorin.., 4...Lasker......... 4...2 Kts Def. ......9 7% 6¢ § 
— P takes B P 7—VU to R 4 (x) 15 Lasker ...... $...Pillsbury..,... $...P to Q 4 
BoPisK 5. ©. B—Bio Ka (hy) |i Septem tehlgorin EAB 4 mmm Ob IDG 
z oeeeee ee oe 
g—P to 0 R3 9—O takes B P 16 Pillsbury .., o ..Steinitz 1. 2...P to Q @ sco 104 87 6 
— = I Isbury ... 4...Laster.,..... 4...Ruy Lopes 
1o—Kt to O 4 1o—KttoQ B3 7 A } ns : Ms Lo 
m—KtitoKig * 11—Q to Kt 3 Dauittc tikes CPOs Tie 
12—Kt to R 4 (i) 12—O to B 2 (j) 18 Pillsbury .., «-Tehigorin , ; PtoGa omen kth of 8 7 
Ore t 4 ae a & 2 iW) Pillsbury’s score, when half the number of 
ao, 3 4 de 35 games had been played, was 6§ wins to 24 losses, 
+ Fe ‘a 7 3 (™) ae anes Of the remaining 9 games he lost 7} and won 14. 
ae B 5 ch. I it to re B.. Tschigorin’s score is quite the other way; of the 
x tel ee are p 2 to K sq: (") | fist 9 games he won 1§ and lost 7}, winning 54 of 
es I5—F ton 5 the remaining g. Another wonderful result is that 


19—Kt takes K P (0) 19—P takes Kt 
20—B takes P 20—Q takes P 

21--B takes R P 21—K to B2 

22—Q to Kt 3 (p) 22—Ktto K 4 

And White resigns, as the only move for the 
Queen is 23—Q toR 5. She cantot challenge an 
exchange at Ki 3, as Black Bishop would go to 
R5. Then Black wins by 23—Q checks at K 6; 
24—K moves; if White Biter pases Black ex- 
changes, thereafier taking Bishop; 24—Ki to B 5, 
followed by Rto BZ, The mistakes made by 


Tschigotin by a majority beat Steinitz, who simi- 
latly beat Pillsbury, who similarly beat Lasker, 
who similarly beat I'schigotin. This result is all 
the more remarkable considering that the test in 
each case is a match of six games. An examina 
tion of the games themselves would show thatrhad 
Steinitz abandoned his weak defence of the Ruy 
Lopez and not been so unfortunate as to lose 2 
games by palpable oversights, he might have 
come out ahead of Lasker.) Of the 36 games 
which have been coutested, White won 12, Black 
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13, and tr were drawn. ‘This is a very even re. 
sult, and shows that White’s advantage is very 
small. The Queen’s Pawn opening, as at Hast- 
Ings, was the favomite—having been played 15 
out of 36 times. Of the remaining 21 pames, 8 
were Ruy Lopez, 7 Petroff, 4 Evans Gambit, 
1 Giuoco Piano, and 1 Two Koight’s Defence. 
The Queen's Pawn opening gave 4 wins to White, 
7 to Black, and 4 draws. The Petroffs were 
played by Pillsbury 7 times out of 8 possible, giv- 
ing 2 wins to White, 3 to Black (one of which, 
however, turned into a 4 Kuight’s game), and 2 
diaws. The Evans Gambits were all played by 
Tschigotin, and resulted in t win for White, 2 for 
Black, and 1 diaw. The Ginoco Piano was won 
by the Defence, and the Two Knight’s Defence 
was drawn, Of the 8 Ruy Lopez, White won 
5, Black none, and 3 were diawn, a result which 
tends to show that this Opening is the strongest 
possible for White. One notable featue has 
been the entiie absence of the French Defence, 
which, next to the Ruy Lopez, is the most fre. 
quently played opening in modern times. 

Wins. Losses. Draws. Total. 
Lasker... 38.25 ... 36.66 & 4t.14 ... 39.11 
Tschigorin...... 38.00 ... 41.22 ... 64.25 ... 45.44 
Pillsbury ...... 39.20 ... 53-28 ... 46.83 ... 47:22 
Steinitz ......... 55-28 ... 37-50 ... 55.60 ... 49-44 
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VAR ONKXT MAIL IS bun 


From America. ...... per P. M. Co. 
from Canada, &c....... per UL. RR. Ce, 


shima, 231d Ap:il,—Nagasaki 20th April, Coal. 
—Nippon Yuseu Kaisha. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,744, Inman Sealby, 23rd 
April,—San Francisco 8th April, Mails and 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Hokkait Maru, Japanese steamer, 437, M. Hamada, 


Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
pon Yusen Kaisha, 
Lburt Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,657, A. Keith, 


kaido Tanko Tetsudo Kaisha. 
Maple Branch, British steamer, 1,716, Hutchinson, 


ports, General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 
Kwanon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,236, K. Ano, 


Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
* Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
China, British steamer, 2,600, W, B. Seabury, 24th 


and General.—P. M. S.S. C 


Mails and General. Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 





DEPARTURES. 


Tuesday, May gth.* 


Monday, May 4th.t General.—Ii. Ahrens & Co., Nachf. 


ftom ronnteony Msnies per P.& O.Co. Saturday, May and.t | [deus Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,999, R. Tipple, 

a rel a per M.M.Co, Monday, May 4th. 18th April,—London vid ports, General.—Nip. 

pone pbaldy re per es oa Co, thursday, May 7th. pon Yusen Kaisha, 

From Europe, via PCr en coh CReRIn ys May rath. | Vechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 704, Yoshizawa, 
Hongkong ou... per N.D. Lloyd Wed'day, May 23th 18th April,—Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu- 


Honalili ca Keel sen Kaisha. 
ono . oni . j 

16th. ft Empress of Japan left Vancouver an April mint s Paeke Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 18th 
left Hongkong on April a3td. The English mail is on board 


steamer Hiroshima Maru, 


* City of Rio de Janeiro left San Francisco via 


the 
P. M.S.S. Co. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, 18th 
Aptil—Hongkong vid Nayasaki, Mails and 





TME NEXT MAIL It Kavan 


tor Hongkong ........ ber Ee Ce Sunday, April s6th General.—O. 8 O. S.S. Co. 
Wor Victoria, Bo per OR. BN. Co. pats April sth. Saghafien, French steamer, 2,580, Le Gall, Igth 
» BC......, per O.R. -Co. Thursday, April goth. ae eos : : 
Kor Enrope, vid Shang. ie April, —Shanghai vid Kobe, Mails and General. 
PE cccccrccccscecccvecence per M.M. Co Sunny, May erd aaa i att) 
For Hongkong séevineee per (C PLR. Ce Monday, Mav at: Sa aber ies Mar nee Co. 68,C 
bor America ............ perQ.& O.Co Tuesday. May sth gant Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
For Canada, &c. ..... pert) PLR Co Friday, May 8th. 19th April,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon Yu- 
hed cos hee seeeeed per N. Bo. Tuesday, May rath. sen Kaisha 
urope, vi ong- : re spe . 
BORE Sccstiieuvenens per N.D.Tloyt Saturday, May 16th, | Zotoms Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,396, Nishimura 


Igth April,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Australia, German steamer, J. Barber, 20th April, 
—Moji, Ballast.—H. Ahrens & Co. 

Chingtu, British steamer, 1,369, Innes, 20th April, 
—Australia and New Zealand, vid Kobe and 
Hongkong, General.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Hiogo Maru, Japauese steamer, 896, H. Walter, 
2oth Apiil.—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Hokkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 437, M. Hamada, 
20th April, —Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Irene, German steamer, 1,630, R. Schueder, 20th 
April,—Havre and Hamburg vid ports, General. 
—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, Swain, 
2tst April,—Shanghai via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Palamed, British steamer, 1,482, Williams, a2nd 
April,—London vid ports, General.—Butter field 
& Swire. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, W. 
Thomsen, 22nd April,—Hakodate, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Kintuck, British steamer, 2,312, Clemt De La 
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LATEST SHIPPING. 
—_>—___—_.__- 
ARRIVALS. 


Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 18th April,—Shanghai vid ports, rth 
April, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Kintuck, British steamer, 2,312, Clemt. De La 
Perrelle, 18th April,_—Liverpool vid ports, and 
aoe 16th April, General.—W. M. Strachan & 

o 


Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
19th April,—Hongkong vid ports, roth April, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Palamed, British steamer, 1,482, Williams, roth 
April,—-London vid ports, General.—Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Hokkai Maru, Japanese steamer, 437, M. Hamada, 
2oth April,—Kobe 18th April, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Toyet Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,696, Toyoshima, 
2oth April,—Kobe 18th April, General.—Ten 
Yetsu Kisen Kaisha. 

Gaisen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,110, Sano, 20th 
April,—Otaru via ports, 16th April, General,— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, W. 
Thomsen, 20th April,—Kobe rgth April, Gene- 
ral.—Nippon VYusen Kaisha. 

Soracht Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,108, Hayashi, 
22nd April,—Mororan 16th April, Coal.— 
Tanaka Shoten. 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 704, Yoshizawa, 
22nd April,—Yokkaichi 21st April, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Yorihime Maru, Japanese steanier, Polow, 22nd 
April,—Manila 14th April, Sugar and General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 220d 
April,—Nagasaki 20th April, Coal.—Mitsu 
Bishi Sha. 

Sydney, French steamer, 3.450, Aubert, 22nd April, 
—Marseilles 15th March, Hongkong 14th April, 
Shanghai 18th, and Kobe a1st, Mails and Ge- 
neral.<—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Swift (5), British gunboat, Commander R. K. 
McAlpine, 22nd April,—Hongkong-t1th April. 





ral.—W. M. Strachan & Co. 

Petstcodiac, Norwegian batque, 654, E. Evensen, 
23rd April,—Port Townsend, Ballast.—Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Energia, British steamer, 2,063, Saw, 23rd April, 
—Otaru, Ballast.--Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Gaisen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,1 10, R. Yano, 
23rd April,—Kobe, General.—-Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Cowrie, British steamer, 3,155, S. Parsons, 23rd 


cal.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,940, Inman Sealby, 24th 
April,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 24th 
April,— Nagasaki, Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Hokkat Maru, Japanese steamer, 437, M. Hamada, 
24th Apri!,—-Yokkaichi, General.—Nippon Yu- 

sen Kaisha. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, J. R. Crawford, 
25th April,—Victoria, B.C., and Tacoma, Wash, 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 


Google 


Chuyetsu Maru, Japanese steamer, 928, Toyo- 


23rd April,—-Yokkaichi 220d April, General,— 
Yetjo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
231d Aptil,—Kobe 2tst April, General.—Nip- 
23rd April,—Mororan 18th April, Coal.—Hok- 
23rd April,—Middlesborough and Hamburg vid 
24th April_—Hakodate 21st April, General.— 
Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, J. R. Crawford, 
23rd April,—Hongkong vid ports, 14th April, 
April_—Hongkonyp vid ports, 16th April, Mails 
me 


Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, E. W. Has- 
well, 24th April,—Shanghai vid ports, 18th April, 


Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, P. Wettin, 
18th April,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 


Aptil,—San Francisco, Mails and General.— 


Perrelle, 23rd April—London vid ports, Gene- 


April,—London and Hamburg vid ports, Gene- 
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PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, from 
Shanghai vid ports :—Lieut, Kamimura, Mes. 
Oyawa, Mr. A. Bark, and Mr. Okamoto in cabin; 
Mr. Ang Bitl and Mr. and Mes. Yoshitake in 
second class, and 85 Japanese and Chinese in 
sleerage. 

Per British steamer Ancona, from Hongkong vid 
ports :—Mrs. Woolley, 2 children and 2 servants, 
Mis. J.T. Hartison and servant, Mrs. Fitzgerald, 
Mrs. Z. Leonard, Mr. F. Lyle and servant, Misses 
Hogg (2), Mc. Harper and servant, Mr. Large, 
and Mr. Koyama and servant in cabin; and 3 
passengers on deck. 

Per French steamer Sydney, from Marseilles vid 
ports :—Mr, Rene Andre, Mr, Calife, Lod Hes vey 
Glynne, Mr. Featinof, Mr. Reeves, Sieur Hervej 
Dernelles, Sieur Winifiied Delpa:t, Chevalier 
M. Testa, Mrs. Rand and 2 children, Mr. Rand, 
Mr. Hardcastle, Mr. Alf, Woolley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Fukin, child and amah, Mr. Guillot, Mrs. Aud- 
fustine, Mr. and Mrs. Stone, Mr. Forcet, Mr. and 
Mrs, Eota, Mr. Johuston and son, Mr. Tobias, 
Mr. Jolinson, and Mr. Gilett in cabin. 

Per British steamer Coptic, from San Francisco: 
—Mr. R. A. Wylie, Mr. S. Strauss, Mes. H. E, 
Morrison and child, Mr. O. H. P. Noyes, Mr. A. 
A. Thomas, Mr. E. D. Oppenheimer, Mr. A. 
Adelsdoifer, Mr. John C. Siegfried, Mr. A. Le 
Prevost, Mrs. G. W. Bramhall, and Mr. Atherton 
Macondry in cabin. For Nagasaki:—M1. Erich 
Baron Wolff, Mr. Wom. Mietzschki, and Mr. 
Hans. E, Stietlin in cabin, For Shanghai :—Mr. 
Thomas Fairhurst, Mr. H. W. Marshall, Rev. 
Jas. Jackson, Mrs, Jackson and 2 children, Miss 
E. Reifsunyder, Miss K. C. Wamnbold, Mr. H. A, 
Crocker, and Mr. Niel Sinclair in cabin. Fos 
Hongkong :—Mr. Herbert Dent, Mis. Deut, maid 
and child, Mr. E. J. Moss, and Mis. Moss in cabin. 

Pec British steamer Zacoma, fiom Hongkong 
vid ports:—Mrs. Ogden, Mr. Ogden, and Mr. 
Hayward in cabin. 

Per British steamer China, from Hongkong vid 
ports:—Mr. and Mrs. T. Simmons, Miss Van 
Buren, Miss Hunt, Miss Prue Hunt, Mc. G. B. 
Huot, Mr. F. G. Gause, Lieut. Clase, Lieut. 
Campbell, Mr: J. Brandenburg, Mr. L. S. Max 
Meincke,; Mr. and Mrs. Dinsdale, Miss Holbrooke, 
Miss Ferguson, Mr. John Ferguson, Me. J. H. 
Ferguson, Mr. E. P. Bradbury, Me. P. Tucker, 
Mr. Hunter Sharp, Mr. E. A. Sargent, Mr. K, 
Machida, and Captain W. Walker in cabin, For 
San Francisco:—Miss M. L. Ostrum, Mrs. A. 
Clark, Miss A. W. Kent, Miss G. Cozard, Mr. W. 
H. Purcell, Mr. W. A. Keay, Mr. E. Hutchinson, 
Mr. R. H. Powers, and Mr. A. Simon in cabin. 
For Honolulu :—Mr. Yuen Chong in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, froin Shanghai 
vid ports:—His Excellency Marquis 1. Oyama, 
Colonel Nakamura, Major Watanabe, Mr. C. N. 
Crosse, Mr. J. W. Crosse, Mr. J. C. Wilkinson, 
Mr. J. Ralston, Mr. H. A. Scheuten, Mr. and 
Mrs. Greene, Misses Greene, Mrs. and Miss 
Sprague, Mr. Cooper, Mrs. Cooper, Mr. Geo. 
Martinoff, Mr. Truscott, Mr. J. L. Mayers, Jun., 
Mr. F. Hockler, Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Fitch and 
children, and Mr, J. E. Hammond in cabin; Mrs. 
Hijima, Messrs. H. Blodget, Inouye, S. ‘lakeno- 
uchi, H. Nakai, and Marquis Oyama’s two at- 
lendants in second class, and 43 Japanese, one 
European, and 4 Chinese in steerage. 


DEPARTED. 


Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong via ports:—Mr. Hagge, Mr. P. Tucker, Mr. 
Chang Pang Man, Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz, Miss 
Heron, Miss M. Killesby, Master Dinsdale, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Loo Kwai Yao and 2 children in 
cabin; 3 Europeans in third class, and one Chi- 
nese on deck. 

Per British steamer Doric, for San Francisco :— 
Mrs. D. Wynters; Major H. B. Johnson, Count 
d’Oriola, Lieut. C. Unwin, Mc. Armo Hoffman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Drew, Mr. Gibbes, and Mr. G. 
MacNaic in cabin. 

Per French steamer Saghalien, for Shanghai vid 
Kobe :—Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Morgan, Mr., Mrs., 
and Miss Schceninger, Messrs. F, Huber, H. Foin, 
J. R. Tweed, C. J. Strome, J. Archer, G. Sarolidis, 
L. E. Carolson, Lee, and Kindong in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Vokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports:—Mrs, and Miss MacBride, 
Mr. J. F. Lowder, Mr. A. Heath, Mr. R. S, 
Freeman, Miss ‘I’. Stewart, Mr. C, MacCauley, 
Miss Fox, and Mr. S. Imamura in cabin; Mr. 
and Mrs. Oki, Mr. H. Oriyoshi, Mr. T. Ito, and 
Mr. Shimidzu in second class, and 83 passengers 
in steerage. 





CARGOES. 
Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, from 
Shanghai vid ports :—Treasure, $39,000.00, 
Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
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MBN-OF-WAR. 


Cormorvan, German gunboat, Captain Brindmann, 
gist March,—Chemulpo. 


Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 


kong vid ports :—Raw Silk for Europe, 257 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 267 bales. 


Per British steamer Doric, for San Francisc 
TKA. 


0° 











seearinees Mee cuicineacouie REMIT ise tOTAGs derson, 3oth March,—-Kobe 28th March. 
Vokohama. 455 _ ee 4S | Lene (22), German cruiser, Captain von Dresby, 
Hongkong. 50 _- — -_ - = - and April,—Kobe tst April. 
Bm0y vee < aie ee = ea ba sae 75759) raiser (15), German flagship, Captain Faeschke, 
oe A es ee aud Apiil,—Nagasaki 3oth March. 
ate a ore eae ae ? Prinsess Wilhelm (22), German cruiser, Captain 
aCe ae Holtzendorff, 6th April,—Nagasaki 4th April. 
2 : PMANCIECO, TORR, HARTFORD. tutat, Swift (5) British gunboat, Commander R. K. 
Saee ee 7 = ote McAlpine, 22nd April,—Hongkong 11th April. 
Total _ of —_ 96 


LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
—__-—_»——_—_—- 
IMPORTS. 
Yarns and Textiles are decidedly dull; in the 
former very little doing. Shirtings=-Some small 


sales “forward” but nothing in “spot.” T.-Cloths, 
Fancies, and Woolleus all asleep. 


COTO PLECTH 


Per French steamer Saghalien, for Shanghai via 
Kobe :—Raw Silk for France, 504 bales; Waste 
Silk for France, gt bales. 








REPORTS. 


The Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, Captain 
R. Swain, reports :—Left Shanghai the rth April 


at 10.15 a.m.; had light S.E. winds and partially GOONS: 


Pak riace. 


clear weather; after passing Amherst Rocks, set Uisey Shistinga—84 lb, s8) yuo, syinches $2.40 to 2.80 
in with dense fog, which continued wotil noon on | Grey Shistings—olh, 38h yds. qsinches 2.70 to 3.25 
the 12th, when wind backed into north-eastward | U. Cloth—ib, 24 yards, yzinches ...-.. 1.70 to 2,00 
and increased to a fresh breeze and rapidly ine | ldigo Shictings—t2 yards, Sone ies 1.90 to 2.40 
arcaaing neay_ which continued up to avvival at] ESC Ntinan aul Satine Nock, | ge tha 
Nagasaki the 13th at 4.45 a.m. Left Nagasale QO INCNEK occ ceeeeee eeteeree ee 0 16 too 22 


; had moderate south- 
n approaching 


PEM PIRCK, 


the same day at §-10 p.m. 
8.0 to §0,00 


erly breeze and threatening rain; o Velvets—Blaci, 45 yards, azinches 


[woshima light wind increased lo a fresh gale, Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 12-4 tnches,. 927§ '® 0.90 

. an . | SurkeyReds—z.o to 2.4ih, 24/25 yards, 
accompanied with gloomy, threatening weather SD iaclieh iio Woke coun: Tete 65 
and heavy rain, in consequence of which returned | ruckey Reds—2.8 to 3lb, 24/25 yards, Se 
to anchorage al 6 p.m. ; at 12.30 a.m. on the 14th, JO INCHES .cecreceecceseecerceeneteresses 4-70 10 1.go] 8 
weather showing slight signs of improvement, Vurkey Reds—3.8 to alb, 24/25 yards, ‘- 
weighed anchor and proceeded, but again on 32 elec ee “* atoto 2.50) > 


Cuckey 


“ia, Sales pacds, 
42 1NCHER oo. cece cee vee cee teense sete ees 


light encountered ine 
acoompanied with 


approaching Iwoshima 


? 270 lo .90 
creased boisterous weather y 3 


. 


heavy blinding rain squalls and south-westetly sea WOOT EAETES, rR Any, 

necessitating again returning to anchorage; at 4 Hlmantnel...e sevens ans sor see sence cartes wrass $0.30 to 0.474 

a.m, wind veered north-eastward with a somewhat het age Cloth, AeyRES, na niches lent, (0:35.10 0-41 
: . alian Cloth, jo yards, 37 inches 

brighter aspect, weighed anchor and proceeded, Rte Ma esate eee: eases digg: Wage 

with light, increasing to fresh northerly and north] ttatian Cloth, 30 yards, 12 idles 

east winds and pattially clear weather up to atrival Common veneer ee ceceuse 925 to 0,27) 

at Shimonoseki at 7.20 pam. Ieft Shimonoseki ene ae de Faine—-Crape, 24 yards, 

Z Suen 7 us tack vee et cee cee cen ena ree eee cae nee ee u le 2 
the 25th at 5 30 a.m. ; had light variable winds Gigie— Pilut, Serger re i heen - poets 
and dull cloudy weather through whole of Inland | (i ins—Presidents, 51 (@ 55 inchen .., 0.60 to 0.45 
Sea, arriving at Kobe the 16th at 5 a.m. Left | Chotha—Union, 54 @ 56 inches ....0. 9-40 t0 0.70 
Kobe the same day al 9 p.m.; had light northerly Manketn—Scarlet ant Green, 3 (0 Sth, 
winds and clear weather ; passed Oshima the 17th POE TW vic secsrceneaseneedcrtoee ted ececee” 0:60. 10 0.95 


al 6.30 a.m.5 thence to Rock Island, which was COELOn VAs, 


rer FICUL. 


passed the 18th at 2 am., had strang E.N.E.] ius. 16.24, Singles .... cesses $57-00 to 38.00 
winds and sea; thence to arrival at Yokohama | Nos. 28/32, Singles we. cee ceeeeeee: 40.00 to 41.00 
atga.m., had light N.E. winds and fine, clear wea- al 36143, ~e vevceccaeceesaeereeesaee 44250 : 45-50 

Z * . 7 : Nos. 32 oubleS on... cece cee eeeeeeeseeee 44-00 CO 45.00 
ther. Met nothing ofimportance during passage. | \ °°" oe Boog eee, gy BO EO. .4n.§0 


The British steamer Coptse, Captain I, Sealby, 
reports :—Left San Francisco the 8th April at 
3.35 p.im.; thence to rath variable winds and 
moderate seas; thence to 15th easterly to vatiable 
winds and high seas; thence to port westerly to 
south-west winds and moderate seas. Au ived at 
Yokohama the 23rd April at 12.36 a.m. Passage, 
13 days, 15 hours, 33 min. 


2:60, Plait... ..cccccce cee cee cee cee eee ene 
2180, Plaim..ssceccecee ee ceeeerane cence | sominat 
2/100, PLAID sesccncessenseeeee cee ceees 

ai6u, Gassed ...cccce ee caren 

2:80, Gassed ..c.cecse see veces eens ve 
a/10o, Gassed 


Nos. 
Nos. 
Nas. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 


75.00 to 80.00 
g0.00 tu 95.00 

. 14§.c0 tu #25.00 
MICTALS. 

Better feeling and more enquiry, but little busi- 
ness so far. Present quotations are much below 
replacing-cost, and holders hesitate about selling. 
They would like to consider present figuses nomi- 
nal, and obtain a smart advance before they part 
with their stocks. 





——— 


SHIPPING IN YOKOHAMA. 
STBAMRBRS. 
Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, 


W. D. Mudie, rgth 


April, Hongkong via ports, roth April, Mails} watts ‘el rast haplaoee 
, 34 lielenagkines . $3.20 to 3. 
and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. . ciapietee) ee a uae tes se 
China, British steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, Rouwed and ny Mare os tor Pisco. eevee 3.20 to 3.30 
24th April,—Hongkong vid ports, 16th April, Midi tl eae gagte bee cae ences cenaes enn ane 3-40 is es 
Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. Galvanized Trott sheets ...ccsssceeseseree 8.50 to 9.00 
Hankow, British steamer, 2,359, Orr, 25th Februe| Wire Nails, assorted) woscseeccseeee $50 (0 5.60 
ary,—Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, B.C., 7th oo paaee ee box bee eee aan aes 5-20 10 5-40 
February, Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill Ue PE EIS or ener eS: 1.60 to 1.65 


KICROSIENEE, 


Better demand and prices are hardening. The 
stock in the country districts is known to be very 
sinalland halders look for an advance in quotations. 


AMELICAM cee cee cee cee ven cee cee cne cee ane nae cee cee $2.15 to 2.20 


& Co. 


Maple Branch, Wcitish steamer, 
25rd April,—Middlesborough and Hambury via 
ports, Genecal.—Samiuel Samuel & Co. 


Moreton, British steamer, 400, Smith, 17th Apiil, 


1,716, Hutchinson, 


—Australia z2oth March, Ballast.-—Dodwell, spa bee ce ee cae cae eee aee aes ene tee ee 2.10 to 2.15 

Catlill & Co. AMg lat ....cccee cee cer cee cee serene cee see oe _ 
Sydney, French steamer, 3,450, Aubert, 220d sed alae 

Apul,—Marseilles 15th March, Hongkong 14th Brown—A fair business, ptices the tucn lower. 


Formosa—Sales and coutracts at quotations. 

White—More doing. Java higher, Refined strong. 
Pak PICUL, 
ccasvesecee $4250 to 4.60 
a3 4.90 to 5.10 
3.70 to 3.80 
3.60 to 4.85 
7.00 to 7.10 
6.35 to 9.30 


April, Shanghai 18th, and Kobe 21st, Mail 
General.—Messageries Maritimes Co. 


sand 


Brown VTaleao oc. sccccccne cee cee ees 
Browo Manila ...... 
Brown Daitong (Ne 
Brown Canton .....- 
White Java and Pen 
White Refined........ 


SAILING VESSELS. 


Glenogil, British ship, 2,300, Stevenson, 18th 
March,—New York roth September, 93,500 
cases Oil.—Standard Oil Co. 

H. Bischoff, German ship, 2,708, Schwarting, 30th 
Match,—Saun Diego 5th February, Ballast.— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

lolanthe, American schooner, 103, Mansfield, roth 
March,—Guam and Caroline Islands 13th Feb- 

_ tuary, Copra,—Captain. 


Gig, ncieliaarses 








EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


Some revival in the demand. 


ness for Europe in fine-sizes at an advance. Moce 


yGo gle 


Fair daily busi-| corded. 


[April 25, 1896. 


could have been done, but sellers began to raise 
prices too fast and thus checked the outflow. In 
fullesizes (both Filatures and Re-reels) a begin- 
ning has been made at quotations; and rumour 
says that some of the operations are on bebalfl of 
a local speculator. Zempus omnia revelat. 
QUUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 


Filatures—Uxtra gt, to/sa den,...Nom. $750 to 770 
Rilatures—(Zxtra 13/15, 14 16 den...Nom. 
Filatures—-Na, 8, 10/13 lemiein...scccesereree 740 to 750 
Filatures—Na. 0, 83/95, 14/06 dem. .ceee ee 665 to 675 
Filatures—=No. 14, 10/14 emiers wcccceseree 2EO to 720 
Filatures—No. 1h. 03/86, cgiez ten. . 635 to 645 
Filatures—-No. 2. 60/15 Gemters ce -crceecoeees 660 to 680 
Bilatures—-No, 2, 14.08 deniers .. ccceecee vee 610 to 620 
Re-reels—Na. 1, 69/15, Balt etre ce eee eee 630 
Re-reels—flo. 14, 83/16, rgfty dentert.c see 610 to 620 
Re-reals—-No. 2, tg/tB emiGes we cecceeee es 580 to 590 
Re-reels—_No. 2), Halts deniers... £70 tO 575 
Re-reels—No. 3, 04/20 -feniers 550 to 560 
Kakedas—Extce ... ; _ 
Kakedas—No. 1 sich cleats 
Kakedas—miN. hice cesses cee eee cece eens 
Kakedas— ilo. 2... ccecee eee ees 
Kaicedas—— lo. ad cece ce cee cee Sa aseseas 


WASTE SILK. 

Active market at quotations. Holders firm. 

Buyers willing to go on but the assortment is poor, 
QUOTATIONS.—(NEBW WASTE.) 

























. 615 to 25 
.- 600 to 610 
590 to 595 


Noshi—Filature, Best ccc ceu cecstereesseceeee QtO§ CO 110 
Yoshi—Milature, Good ... ccc cee cee eee cee age 100 to 10s 
NoshimOshu, Wests. 00.0 ccc ee cee ceeeeaeeeee ENO to 115 
Noshi—Oshu, Good seccsceesseseccesseercas $05 €0 810 
Noshi—Oshu, Mechisent ... 0.5 -ce cee cee vee cne ees too to 105 
Noshi~—Shinshu, Best ...... oe 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good wo... + tuce ae §5 to 65 
Noshim—Bushu, West 2... ce eerereeteces FOS to 110 
Noshi—Bushu, Good ceceecectessesseevse, QO§ '0 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium ........ccceereee 90 to 924 
NoslimJoshit, Good oo... cee ce cee cee cee nee one 60 to 65 
Noshie- joshi, Baie oo. cece cece creer SS to $78 
Kibisom—ilature, West oo. cece cee eee cae cen ces 85 to go 
Kibiso—Filature, Seconds... eee 7S tw 80 


TEA. 

Matket for New leaf not open yet. Small mus- 
ters have arrived which look very well; bat it ts 
loo early to predict anything yet about the crop 
either as to quality or quantity. 








EXCHANGE. 


Silver has been remarkably steady, and no al- 
letation in tates of exchange has taken place 
during the week. 


Sterling —Bank T.T. vee eee cee coe see 2/24 tos 
— — Bills on demand,., 2/2} loys 


4 months’ sight ... 2/2#toF 
Private 4 months’ sight... 2/2$lot¢ 
6 months’ sight... 2/3 tog 
On Patis—Bank sight closes ceded cceess® JOOS 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight 103 B210$ 
On Hongkong—Bank sight,.....par to $°/od. 
Private rodays’sight. 1°/,d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ..ccccccscee 72103 
Private 10 days’ sight... 73 

On India—Bank Sight ......ccesceseeees 186 
Private 30 days’ sight..,... 188 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 53} tog 
Private 4 months’ sight 55 $ to 6 
On Germany—Bank sight .0..000000003-2510$ 
Private 4 months’ sight,..2.2910§ 
Bat Silver (London) ...ccocccscecsececeee 32 


—_ 


nnn 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, April 18th. 

The following quotations have beeu wired to us 
from Hongkong to-day :—H. & S. Banks 189 per 
cent. premium Sellers; Hongkong Lands $72.50 
Sales; China Fires $95 Weak ; H. & W. Docks 
182 per cent. premium Buyers ; H. & K. Wharfs 
$47.50 Sellers; Donglasses $51 Buyers; H.C. & 
M. Steam-boats $33.50 Buyers; Punjoms $12.75 
Sellers ; Raubs $5-80 Sellers 5 Balmorals $3 Sellers; 
National Banks $30 Buyers; Indo Chinas $70 
Sellers; Straits $29 Buyers ; Unions $210 Buyets 
and Traders $80 Buyers. 

Watsons have been placed from Hongkong at 
$13, Traders at $80 and Projom Mines at $12.75. 

Local stocks are unchanged. 

Yokohama, April 20th. 

H. & S. Banks have been placed locally from 
Hongkong to-day at 200 per cent. premiutn for 
delivery on the 31st August. 

Local stocks are in demand :—Grand Hotels at 
$150, Club Hotels at $60, Iron Works at $150, 
Breweries at $155, Oriental Hotels at $130, and 
Debentures of all kinds at quotations. A few 
Bretts are on offer at $7.50. 

Yokohama, April 22nd. 

Latest mail advices from Hongkong are dated 
up to the 14th, and from Shanghai the 17th inst., 
from which the following changes have to be re- 


In Hongkong, H. and S. Banks have declined 


April 25, 1896.] 
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from 19 pet cent. premium to Igo per cent, and at $51. 


189 per cent. premium; China Fires $97 to $96; 
Ciina and Manilas $66 to $65; China Mutuals 
Preference £8.15 to £8.10, Ordinary £10 paid 
up from £7.15 to £7.10; China Sugars $125 
to $123; Balmorals $3 to $290; Kaubs $6 
to $5.75; H. and K. Wharf, $47.50 to $47; 
West Points $18.50 to $18; Watsous $13 to 
$12.75 and Nationals trom $32 to $31.50. In 
Shanghai Stocks, IndusChinas from Tis. §2 to 
Tis. 51.50; Co-operatives Tis. 191 to Tis. 185; 
and Hall and Holtzs from $36 to $34.50. ‘The 
following improvement, however, has occured — 
In Hongkong, Yangtszes from $160 to $167; 
Straits $28 to $29; Punjoms $12 to $13.50; Pre- 
ference Shares $2.30 to $3 ; H. and W. Docks 179 
per cent. to 180 per cent.; and Electstes from 
$7.15 to $7.25. In Shanghai, Yangtszes have 
risen from $170 to $172.50; Cantons $202 to $207; 
Panjoms $14 to $15; Fug Boats Tis. 180.50 to 
Tls. 200; Kowloon Lands $15.25 to $20; Major 
Brothers Tls, 33 to Ts. 54; Laou- Kunp-Mows 
Tis. 72.50 to Tis. 77.50 and Lankats Ts. 340 to 
Tis. 380. 

Forwaid settlements consist of Hongkong Fires 
at $348 for June; Punjoms at $14.50 for May; H. 
& W. Docks at 180 per cent. prem for Zoth cur- 
tent; and H. C. & M. Steamboats and Indo 
Chinas at the corresponding cash rates of $33.50/34 
and $70 respectively. In Shanghai, IndoeChivas 
have been booked at Tis. 51.50 for Apel and Ts. 
55-50 for August; Farnhams at Ts. 196 for July ; 
Yargtszes at $172.50 to $175 for 3orh tost.; Srraits 
at $29.75 for April and $30 to $31 for July ;S. & 
H. Wharls at Vs. 126 to Ts. 125 for June; Peraks 
at Ts. 43 for April; Lankats at Ts. 355 for June, 
and Hall at Holtzs at $35 for end of this mouth. 

Latest London Telegrams quote Sales of H. & 
S. Banks there at £41.15. 

Our Hongkong Agent’s Circular dated the rrth 
instant has the following with reference to Punjom 
Mines :—‘‘A telegram fiom Panjom giving the te- 
sult of the mining operations for March, viz., 1,000 
tons of ore, yielding 535 ounces of gold, and 25 
tons of concentrates calcined, yielding, 120 ounces 
of gold, totalling 655 ounces of gold, caused a general 
enquiry for the stock, and ordinary shares sold at 
$11 to $14 cash, also at $14 50 for gist May. A 
weaker feeling has set in, however, owing to the 
anxiety of recent purchasers to clear their profits, 
and rates dropped gradually, until $11,50 and $11 
have been accepted to-day. A stronger feeling 
may, however, set in at any moment and should 
the cyanide process prove a success, we may ex- 
perience quite a biy boom in this stock. Later 
advices from the Mines report the quality of the 
ore as improving. 

The following synopsis of the Directors’ Report 
and Accounts for. 1895 of the North-China Insur- 
ance Company, Limited, is taken from our Shang 
hai Agents’ Circular of 17th inst.:—The Directors’ 
Report and Accounts fot 1895 have been publish. 
ed and will be presented to the shareholders ata 
meeting called for the 28th current. 1894.——The 
net premiums amount to Tis, 818,117.22 and the 
losses to Tls. 488,846 95, which is equal to 59.70 
per cent, of the premiums, against 53.96 per cent. 
in 1893. The total profits were Ts. 246,009.23, 
which were distributed as follows:—-A dividend 
of 10 per cent, to shareholders, Ts. 82,474.23, 
areturn of 15 per cent, on contributions, Tis, 76,- 
899.66, carried to Reserve Fund, T'ls. 50,000, and 
T's. 36,633-34 are catried forward to Liability Ac- 
count for 1894 and previous years. 1895—The net 
premiums amount to Tls. 1,035,502.66, and exceed 
those of the previous year by Tls. 187,437.15. 
The expenses amount to Tls. 170,913.97 and 
absorb 16.50 per cent. of the premiums, against 
19.38 per cent. in 1894. The losses and claims paid 
to the 31st December amount to Ts. 467.,317.69, 
aud further claims to the extent of Tls. 118,250 
have since been paid, and a sum of Tis. 208,953 is 
set aside to mect further estimated losses, leaving 
an estimated profit of Tls. 133.000, which the 
Directors recommend for distribution in a divi- 
dend of 10 per cent. on the paid up capital, and a 
reluin of 10 per cent, on contributions. 

Grand Hotels have been placed locally to-day 
at$r150. Langfeldts avereported to have changed 
ownership at $165. At this rate we have a nume 
ber of shares on band for sale. Breweries at 
$155, Oriental Hotels at $130, Jron Works at 
$150, Club Hotels at $60, and Debentures of all 
kinds at quotations, are enquired for. 

Yokohama, April 23rd. 

Mail advices from Hongkong with dates up to 
the 16th inst. reported the following changes in the 
share matket :—National Banks have further de- 
clined to $30 but tose again to $30.50, at which 
rate business was effected on the 16th inst. Hong- 
kong and China Fires are weaker with sellers at 
$335 and $95 respectively. Douylasses, after de- 
clining to $51, at which rate a number of trans- 
actions were put through, are weaker, with sellers 


China and Mauilas have improved their 
position, there being buyers at 367. Kowloon 
Lands have experienced a little boom; as shares, 
which were for some time past weak at $18, have 
since been dealt in at $20. Jelebus are a little 
weaker at $3.75, whilst Punjoms and Raubs have 
risen, the former to $15 but are quieter with sellers 
at $13.75/14, and the latter closed with strong 
buyers at $5.50 to $5.60 ex dividend. At the 
former tate shares were secured for local investors. 

The improvement in Punjoms is due to a wire 
having been received in Hongkong teading, The 
cyanide trial will be completed by the end of the 
month, We expect to treat about 5ootons. ‘The 
chemist expects a good margin of profit. We are 
reporting fully at an early date.” The foregoing 
was the reply to a wire despatched from Hong- 
kong asking particulars of prospects of the cyanide 
process, its progress and probable date of the com- 
pletion of the trial, ‘ 

The boom in Yangtszes is explained by a rumour 
in Shanghai to the effect that the Comany have 
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in contemplation the addition of a Fire Depart- 
ment’ in thei business. We hear shares have 
been driven up to $178.50 for August delivery, in 
consequence, 

Giand Hotels have again been placed at $150. 
Local stocks unchanged as per last quotations. 

Yokoltiama, April 24th. 

A wire from Hongkong reports an extraordi- 
nary boom in Indo-Chinas. Shates, which were 
on offer since last advices at $70, are lu-day want- 
ed in Hongkony at $91. The tise we believe is 
due to telegraphic advices from London of a very 
satisfactory issue of the Directors’ Report and 
that of a big dividend. 

Douglasses have also risen to $53.50, and China 
Fires to $91.50, at which tate there are buyers, 
Hongkong Banks and Hongkong Lands, however, 
are weaker, with sellers at 188 per cent. premium 
and $71.50 respectively. 

Grand Hotels have again been placed to-day at 















Because the only preventive of clogging, inflammation, and 
irritation of the pores, the CAUSE of pimples, blackheads, 
blotches, rough, red, oily skin, baby blemishes and falling hair 


N. B.—CUTICURA SOAP is not only the moat effective skin purifying and beautifying 
soap in the world, but the purest and swectest for toilet, bath, and nursery. 


Bale 


amp Cuz. Cogp., Bole Proprictors, Boston, U. 8. A. 


greater than the combined sales of all other skin and complcsxion soaps, both foreign and domestic. Sold 
throughout the world. British depot: F. Newrxry & Sons, 1, King Edward-st., London, B.C. Port: 


$150. Japan Breweries are enquired for at $165, 
and other local stocks as last quoted. 
2x Dave 





Trade Mark cr 





every Casting. 


{acfarlane’s Castings, 


PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 





‘SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
OBNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 
RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 


ELECTRIC LIGHT PLLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS. 


MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 
TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Iilustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 


WALTER MACFARLANE &« Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 





March 7, 1896. 
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NOT “MADE IN GERMANY”! | 


INS©o 
at 
alm or Vs 


EAU DE SOLOENE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds. 


use ATKINSON'S on xy, 


AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 
Label and usual “ Wuitr Rosk’’ Trade Mark. OF 
all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & KE. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and A BC Codes. 


Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Dee S suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sik Samugt Barer,in his work entitled ** The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘‘! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and | had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis, In! 
short time I had many age to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisties 
them of their value,'’ 





SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations 

Mr. J.T. Coorgr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘' 1] had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’ s Ointment. Il gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their wratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “‘stock,’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World. May 1st, «go. 


BOARDING HOUSE 
FOR MISSIONARIES & OTHERS. 


ISS H.G. BRITTAN, 2,Bluff, Yokohama. 


will be happy to receive and accommo- 
date Missionaries and others during heir stay 
in Yokohama. 

Terms :—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or lonver, and to 
Missionaries. 

August oth, 1895. 
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MILKY 


CONDENSED MILK 


. The ‘ Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
——<——— contain all the cream of the original milk. 

4 In the process of manufacture nothing but 
yf water is removed, nothing but the best 
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ae bees peeeeee| The Physician’s Cure 


| fox Gout, Rheumatio 
for and Gravel; the 
1 safest and most gentle 


i] Medicine for Infants, 
The aa eavadesl Mame Remedy for Acidity dy for Acidity of the Stomach. Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 


Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ™#les, and the Sict» 
Bilious Affections. ness of stdinionont 
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|MAGNESIA) (= ./ AT 
BALE ie oo gerony ne World 


N.B.—-ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 





“More wholesome than any 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 
~% THE TIMES. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTEHERETETD & SWiIiRKk, 
YOKOHAMA. 





ASK oe 





And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s a 20 Wer 





Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. iN, je 
; P MEANS 
Oe AND CHEAPEST 
+ MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 





Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers leneth of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG'S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery | Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 




















Printed ana Published. for the Proprietor at sr, Main | Singek, Settlement, by James Exvtacotr Brace, er No. 68, Bluff, 
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Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the «JAPAN 
Weexty Mat” must be authenticated bv the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER, 
and Cheques be made payableto same; and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the Epitor. 
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MARRIAGES. 

On April asth, at Christ Church, by the Rev. B.C 
Iewine, M.A., Frances Ernest Worth, eldest son of 
F. Worth, Esq., Bristol, to LiLt1an Gertrupg ABBRY, 
third daughter of Richd, Abbey, of Yokohama. 

On the 25th ultimo, at the residence of the U.S. 
Consul-General, by the Rev. J. C. Davis, of Tokyo, 
W. S. Stone, of Yokohama, to ApuLe C. Morrison, 


of Chicago. 
DEATH. 
On the 20th of April at Rognes, near Marseilles, 
Apoteng Mitsom, formerly of Yokohama.—By tele. 
gram, 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 




















The trial of Dr. Jameson has been adjourned 
until June 8th. 


Mg. S. Axizuk1, has been appointed Japanese 
Consul, to Fusan, Korea. 


THe troops under Osinan Digna are demoralized 
owing to their recent losses. 


THe French Ministry has resigned aud a 
Presidential crisis 1s considered possible. 


Mr. Hosgr Toru is gazetted Minister Plenipo- 


seo} Hiroshima. 


x 
cordial reception. 













soy] A FIRE occurred at Nishi-Kuromoncho, Shi- 


that port. 
6 
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WRRABAT 


tentiary to Washington, Mr. Kurino, at present 


held on Monday afternoon, it was decided to 
in the States, being accredited to Rome. 


give Dr. Mécre a lease of the whole premises for 
fifteen years: he meantime to build and furnish 
a new hospital. 



























Tue Spring Athletic Sports of the Y.C. & A.C. 


ce See 
ave heen postponed till next week. Tue Japan (‘ Kirin”) Brewery Company, Ltd., 


have had an extremely prosperous year. The 
dividend is declared at 20 per cent., while large 
amounis are catried forward or written off for 
depreciation, etc. 


A DESPATCH from the Cape states that three 
Matabele impis have been defeated with heavy 
loss, 


Bap health is attributed as the cause of the 
resignation of Baron Nabeshima, Governor of 





Tue Yokohama Town Assembly has decided 
the accept the application for permission to 
reclaim land along the beach between Honmoku 
and the Grand Hotel. The result will be re- 
ported to the Governor of Kanagawa. 





MarsHat Marquis Yamacata has ariived at 
Havre, en route to Moscow, and met with a 





Marquis Ito, Premier, and Admiral Marquis 
Saigo, Minister of the Navy, have decided to 
inspect Formosa and the Pescadores. They 
will leave for the south early next month, and 
will spend about thirty days on the tour. 


Tur Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, 
Chancellor of the British Exchequer, has stated 
that the Budget, in spite of the largest expendi- 
ture since the great (Napoleonic) war, shows a 
surplus of six millions sterling, four of which 
have been already devoted to the Navy. The 
National Debt has been reduced by eight mil- 
lions sterling. He further stated that the na- 
tional credit is 89 good that it is possible in case 
of emergency to raise two hundred millions 
Sterling without any increase in the taxation of 
the country. 
It will no doubt be remembered that the 
Japanese cotton spinners obtained great ad: 
vantages through the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s 
opening steamship communication with Bom- 
bay. - Now some Osaka spinners think it advis~ 
able to ask the Yusen Kaisha to open a new line 
with America so that American cotton can be 
conveyed by the Company’s steamers, It is said 
that the matter will be considered at the forth- 
coming conference of the Japan Cotton Spin- 
ners’ Union, to be held this month. If the 
motion is passed, the request will be formally 
made to the Yusen Kaisha, 


Tua Rev. P. K. Fyson, M.A., of the C.MS., 
a former missionary in Japan, has been appoint. 
ed Bishop in Hokkaido. 


taya, Tokyo, on the 25th April, destroying 77 
houses ; 10 others were damaged. 


Great preparations are being made at Odessa 
for the reception of Li Hung-chang, the Chin- 
ese Envoy to the Czar’s coronation, 





THe Governor of Kanagawa and Madame 
Nakano were ‘At home” on Monday evening 
to the foreign community, many of whom 
attended. 


Siz Ernest Satow, the British Minister, is visit. 
ing Kobe this week for the purpose of studying 
the question of Customs accommodation at 











Tue horizon of Japanese politics has been 
obscured this week by a manifesto issued by 
the National Unionists in which the Liberals 
are bitterly attacked. 


Mr. Oxosu1, the Commissioner of Customs at 
Yokohama, and Madame Okoshi, gave a most 
successful ball at the Customs House on Lues- 
day evening. 


Mr. Klobukowski, the French Consul-General 
at Yokohama, and Madame Klobukowski, gave 
a farewell garden-party at the French Consulate 
on Tuesday. 
PresipENT Krueer has replied to Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s invitation that he is unable to visit 
England at present, as the Volksraad require 
his presence at home, 


— ee Oe ee 


THE races have had a demoralizing effect upon 
business this week and very few transactions have 
been put through, An improvement, however, 
may be looked fur next week, as up-country 
stocks are meagre anc retailers are enquiring for 
summer goods. A better feeling prevails in the 
‘Metal market and some business will no doubt 
be realized next week, especially as stocks have 
fallen very low and the trend of the market is 
in favour of holders, Some business has been 
done in Kerosene, and a fatr demand should 
continue for some time to come. ‘There are 
no Changes to noite in quotations for Brown 
Sugats and a moderate trade has to be recorded ; 
in White surts the market is strong with buyers 
at current rates. In Raw Silk, transactions 
were dull at the opening, but towards the close 
of the week several buyers came into the market 
and some hundred bales changed hands at 
steady quotations Persistent rumours are, of 
course, Current of bad weather in China, Europe, 
and naturally the same are afloat in Japan with 
consequent evil results npoo the New Crop— 
but of course these are the usnal canards always 
floated at this season of the year. Little is do- 
ing in Waste, though unmistakeable sigus are 
apparent that fashion has again turned in favour 
of ‘‘ mixed goods ” and a future is clearly before 
this staple. The Tea season has opened in 
Kobe at $28 per picul against $35 last year. 
Generally speaking a reduction of 25 per cent. 
on last year's rates mnst be expected in view of 
the depression of values in the United States. 
Exchange has varied ~, either way this week 
and closes firm. 


eee ee 





Tue death is announced of Viscount Oseko 
Sadakiyo, a member of the Hoase of Peers, 
which took place on the 25th April in the 71st 
year of his age. 


HIGH southerly winds, creating clouds of most 
irritating dust, greatly spoiled the pleasure of 
the Spring ineeling of the Nippon Race Club, 
held on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. 





Tue Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, Secretary of 
State forthe Colonies, has stated that the Military 
Contribution by the Straits Settlements for 1896 
will be $685,000, and by Hongkong $385,000. 


THE correspondent of 7he Z:mes at Rome 
states that evidence is accumulating that Russia 
and France are succeeding in combining the 
Shoans and the Dervishes against the Italians 
and English in Africa. 





A VERY successful entertainment and banquet 
was given by the japanese Guild of ‘Tea- 
merchants to the resident foreign tea-merchants 
of Yokohama, at the Maple Club, Tokyo, on 
Wednesday afternoon. 


AT a general meeting of subscribers and others 
interested in the Yokohama General Hospital, 


Google 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING 1HE WEEK. 


-— --* 

The recent action of the National Unionists 
threatens to place them in a more disadvantage- 
ous position than ever. It has entirely alien- 
ated them from the pro-Government politicians, 
from the Opposition, and apparently from the 
public at large. In short, they have been 
isolated, with none left to court or dread them. 
The Kokumin observes that their sudden 
animosity towards the Liberals is comparableto 
the jealousy of a mistress towards a legitimate 
wife, and is therefore entirely inefficacious to 
awaken any sympathetic feeling on the part of 
the public. Thoughtful persons can not but 
be estranged from the Unionists, seeing that 
whereas the Ito Cabinet must be held chiefly 
responsible for the admission of Count Itagaki 
into its ranks, the Unionists carefully refrain 
from criticising the Cabinet, and confine them- 
selves to attacking the Liberals. Should the 
Unionists persist in their present ill-advised 
course, it is certain that any small influence 
they still enjoy will be forfeited, and political 
death will soon overtake them. The best thing 
they could do would be to dissolve their Party, 
and distribute themselves among the Opposition 
and the Liberals. Such inthe Xokumin’s view. 





* 
* * 

The Zokyo Shimbun forecasts in similarly 
gloomy terms the fate of the Unionists. It says 
that the apparent vitality of their last political 
move is really traceable to their painful, but 
none the less, entirely impotent struggle to ex- 
tricate themselves from the ignominious posi- 
tion into which they fell owing to their thought- 
less action during the last session of the Diet. 
The disgrace they incurred from the no-confi- 
dence-resolution episode they are now séeking 
to efface by an equally thoughtless and absurd 
accusation as to what they call the forced entry 
of Count Itagaki into the Cabinet. They re- 
semble a silly donkey which, struggling to 
extricate itself from the state to which it is tied, 
draws the noose more tightly and painfully. It 
is plain that the incongruities in which they are 
becoming more and more involved will efface 
them entirely from the stage of politics and 
alienate the confidence of the public. In short, 
they seem bent upon committing suicide. We 
need not pursue this subject. It will suffice to 
say that the line taken by the National Unionists 
about the entry of the Liberal Leader into the 
Cabinet, and the letter they have addressed to 
their adherents in the country, have evoked 
hostile comments from numerous journals. 
They are treated by some with supreme con- 
tempt; by others with bitter sarcasm. 


* 
* it 


The Opposition papers have plenty to say 
against the combination of Japan and Russia 
for the purpose of preserving order in Korea. 
The Kokumin learns that the so-called entente 
between the two Powers is believed to define the 
parts they shall play in the protection of the 
Peninsula. If so, the covenant must be con- 
sidered a very efficacious instrument for incor- 
porating into Russia’s dominions the portion of 
the Peninsula placed under her auspices, and 
for depriving Japan of any real power over the 
remaining portion. ‘(he conclusion of such an 
agreement means that the northern half of Korea 
will soon be overflowing with Russian troops, 
and since Japan is steadily pursuing a self- 
effacing policy, a great discrepancy will 
speedily become apparent in the two Powers’ 
relative military strength in the Peninsula. In 
addition to placing Japan in such a disadvant- 
ageous position, there is another grave dis- 
advantage that the covenant must involve, 
namely, the estrangement of England. Eng 
land has not yet interferred in the Korean 
affair because she does not perceive any real 
danger of the Peninsula’s occupation by a foreign 
Power. But when Russia sends troops into 
Korea and absorbs the little Kingdom into her 
dominions in fact, though notin name, England 
will not stand idle. Will she seek the cé- 
Operation of Japan in that event? Certainly 
not, She will be precluded from making 


any overture of the kind, for she will know 
that the existence of this new agreement de- 
prives Japan of any pretext for objecting to the 
occupation of Korea by Russia. The only alter- 
natives now open for Japan are to persistin up- 
holding the independence of Korea single- 
handed, or to leave the matter to the management 
of Russia alone, so that the jealousy of other 
Powers may be roused against the Northern 
Empire, and theirsympathies enlisted oy Japan’s 


behalf. 


The Mainiché also writes in a similar strain, 
It says that if the independence of Korea is to 
be secured by the joint efforts of Japan and 
Russia, and if Korea is to be treated as Belginm 
or Switzerland, then the Li Government will 
be destroyed by the bitter hatred of rival fac- 
tions. But if the peninsula is to be placed 
under the combined protection of the two 
Powers, then a collision between the protectors 
is unavoidable. Japan would be better advised 
did she persist in her original policy of helping 
Korea single-handed, even at the risk of com- 
ing to blows with Russia. 


* 
* * 


The Fiji suggests the advisability of selling 
Japanese Government Bonds in the ceutral 
markets of the world, through official channels, 
or by means of the Bank of Japan or the Specie 
Bank. To the objection that Europe and Ame- 
rica being gold using countries their capitalists 
would be deterred from investing money in 
silver securities, the Féy¢ replies that no such 
apprehension need be entertained, for capital- 
ists would regard the transaction as a pur- 
chase of silver, a practice now largely resort- 
ed to. It is true that, although Japanese bonds 
carry 5 per cent. interest, a rate far higher than 
that borne by any bonds issued in the West, it 
would be difficult for some time to sell them 
even at their face value, inasmuch as Japan 
has become known only after her war with 
China, and can not expect foreign capitalists to 
be well acquainted with the state of her finances. 
But that should not deter the Government from 
undertaking this business. Supposing that in 
5 years the bonds were sold to the extent of 5 
million yen, and supposing that the selling price 
did not exceed go yen, the loss incurred by the 
Government would amount to only half a mil- 
lion yen. The outlay would very soon be re- 
couped, however, when the foreign investors, 
becoming convinced of the stability of Japan’s 
finances, and learning to place confidence in 
her bonds, began to pay for them prices pro- 
portionate to the rate of interest that they bear. 
The $172 confidently believes that the bonds 
would then be quoted ata figure above even 
110 yen. In another article the same paper 
returns to the subject, and enumerates several 
advantages that would accrue to Japan from 
such transactions. In the first place, when 
the Japanese bonds came to be regularly 
quoted in the market of the world, and their 
prices regulated with regard to high class 
securities, Japanese merchants, who, with the 
exception of a small fraction of those engaged 
in foreign commerce, have not paid any atten- 
tion to the economic condition of the world, 
would be compelled of necessity to get into 
touch with every movement of the foreign 
markets. In other words, the views of Japanese 
merchants and capitalists would be consider- 
ably widened, a result that must exert a bene- 
ficial influence on the progress of trade. Again, 
when foreign capitalists invested their money in 
Japanese bonds, they would naturally become 
anxious about the safety of the country, and 
their solicitude would conduce in no small de- 
gree tostrengthen the defences of Japan. The 
Fijt concludes its article by pointing to the 
keen interest with which British and American 
traders and capitalists viewed the Jate complica- 
tion between their two countries in connection 
with the Venezuelan question, and says that the 
interest felt by capitalists in the maintenance of 
peace acts as a powerful preventive of war. 

ad 


® # 
The Kokumin feels greatly relieved to learn 
that the scare as to the preservation of the 
extraterritorial clause in the revised Treaty be- 
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tween Japan and Germany was entirely ground- 
less. As Japan and the treaty Powers, says our 
contemporary, are to stand in a relation of per- 
fect equality after the lapse of only a few years, © 
it behoves the Japanese people to immediately 
set about their preparations for mixed residence. 
The Kokumin is gratified to see a considerable 
change coming over public opinion in this re- 
spect, for even the ultra-conservatives, who used 
to cry out against mixed residence, have be- 
come so courageous since the victorious issue 
of the late war as to insist that Korea's in- 
dependence must be upheld by Japan even 
single-handed, and that China must also be led 
out of her present groove of darkness and ig- 
norance. It enumerates the points that the 
Japanese must always keep in view after mixed 
residence becomesa reality. First, they should 
always endeavour to be guided by the spirit 
of universal brotherhood. Secondly, they must 
be strictly faithful and honest. Thirdly, they 
must meet foreigners in a spirit of perfect 
equality. Mutal excellence must be the basis 
of all Japanese actions towards «heir foreign 
neighbours, and all the petty sharpness and 
scheming that have so much impaired Japanese 


credit, must be eschewed. 
"= 
» * 


The Asahi, discussing the same subject, says 
that as one of the topics considered at the last 
conclave of Local Police Inspectors is said to 
have been the question of arrangements pre- 
paralory to mixed residence, it hopes that the 
people also will endeavour to be prepared for that 
contingency. The Asaht is disposed to regard 
mixed residence through somewhat pessimistic 
spectacles, for it doubts whether the people can 
hold their own in intercourse with foreigners. 

* 
* « 

The Michi Nichi has devoted itself during 
the week chiefly to criticising the sudden de- 
parture recently taken by the National Union- 
ists, and also to the problem of the Industrial 
Banks, central and local. It has discussed, 
further, the labour question, namely, the ad- 
visability of extending suitable protection to 
young persons employed in factories. At the 
Industrial Council's meeting, held only a few 
days ago in the Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce, some of the local officials re- 
presented the importance of taking steps to 
protect young factory girls hygienically and 
morally. They represented, at the same time, 
that the prevalence of excessive competition 
between factory-owners caused frequent trans- 
fers of operatives from one factory to another ; 
and they enumerated abuses practised by con- 
tractors as well as instances of bad treat- 
ment of operatives by their employers. The 
Nicht Niché details the misery to which ap- 
prentices in factories were subjected before 
laws for the protection of their health and morals 
were passed in England, and warn Japanese 
employers not to imitate that cruelty. It ex- 
presses great satisfaction at seeing that some 
factory-owners are devoting due attention to the 
health and condition of factory girls, and it 
urges others to follow this laudable example. 


n 
* * 


The Osaka Asahi writes strongly against the 
emigtant contractors in Osaka who, contrary to 
the methods hitherto adopted, have secured the 
services of about 1,000 labourers for Hawaii on 
the understanding that the men shall pay all 
expenses connected with their voyage. The 
Osaka journal vouches for the authenticity of 
this news, as it has conducted special in- 
quiries into the subject. The new departure 
made by the Osaka contractors is altributed to 
competition between them and an emigration 
company in Hiroshima, which, last year engag- 
ed several hundred Jabourers for Hawaii on the 
same terms, having obtained the sanction of 
the Hiroshima Local Office. The Asahé de- . 
uounces this action of the Osaka contractors in 
strong language, and calls it catering for foreign 
custom al the expense of their owu brothers and 
sisters. It adds that the Japanese Consul- 
General in Hawaii has transmitted to the Fo- 
reign Office a long report, strongly condemning 
the practice of sending labourers without mak- 
ing their employers pay for their passage, as 
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has been the case thus far, and declares that 
Hawaiian employers from the first entertained 
a doubt as to the feasibility of securing men in 
that manner. It concludes by calling the at- 
tention of the Home Office to the practice of 
the Hiroshima and Osaka local officials, a 
practice that the Foreign Office refused to sanc- 
tion, and expresses a great desire to see whe- 
the new Home Minister will suffer such pro- 
ceedings to pass unchecked. 








EDITORIAL NOTES. 





-4N, BXRCUTIONBR’S REMINISCENCES. 
A METROPOLITAN journal Has récenthp weer both 
delighting and horrifying its readers with some 


ee ean from the life of a 
citizen of yor still living, who followed the 
humble profession of executioner during the 
last days of the ‘Tokugawa régime and the early 
years of the present period of Meiji. Decapita- 
tion was the invariable form of capital punish- 
ment, the gallows being a comparatively recent 
innovation fY oshidaShoein, says this Japanese 
Sanson, dfed the most beautiful of deaths. 
The great patriot and far-seeing sage met death 
with a calmness of spirit and quiet fortitude 
worthy of his blameless life. When he knelt to 
receive the sword, his face was perfectly com- 
posed, and he requested that his eyes might 
not be bandaged. i Mikisaburo, on the other 
hand, was ina state of great nervous excite- 
ment. His face and mouth kept twitching, 
while the tears flowed incessantly from his eyes. 
Yet he made no struggle and did exactly as the 
executioner told him. The most difficult job 
he ever had, says the narrator, was in decapitat- 
ing that infamous woman Takahashi Oden, in 
the early seventies. Although of comparatively 
good stock, Oden early exhibited a criminal 
strain. f Excessively amorous, she had a con- 
stant succession of paramours, several of whom 
she killed with her own hands on becoming 
tired of them.;* Among her many victims was 
her own husband. When about to be be- 
headed, Oden behaved most excitedly, loudly 
protesting her innocence, struggling violently 
and vowing that she would not be “ mur- 
dered” in that way. The executioner and his 
assistants could not get her into a proper posi- 
tion. At last her violent struggles caused the 
bandage to drop from her eyes, just as the 
executioner gave her a blow with the flat of his 
sword to make her quiet. Her eyes fell upon 
a bloody clout removed from another decapitat- 
ed criminal, and, bending her head forward the 
woman began repeating the formula “ Vamu 
Amida Buisu!” This moment the executioner 
made use of to give the final cut, but she moved 
again just then, so that instead of severing the 
neek cleanly the sword clove through to her 
chin, breaking the jaw-bone. Death, of course, 
was instantaneous. People often sent him, says 
the ex-Sanson, ngyewerds to be tested upon 
Criminals, wishing to know if the blade was 
sharp and cut well. 


new btadié once asked him to try it on the dead 
body of a criminal who had died in a natural 
manner. He gave a slashing cut vertical 
through the skull, only to find that it was there- 
after impossible to withdraw the blade. It was 
afterwards discovered that the sword, although 


g apparently of the best, had flaws of a serious 
ymatare, 


But anyhow, concludes the narrator, 
itis much more difficult to-ext-a-cerdtthan a 
living body. On the former even the best blades 
sometimes seem to make very little impress. 
If the blade sinks into the bone, it can be 
loosened only by using a hammer, for to wrench 
it away might damage the metal. After read- 


ing the above,—we have condensed largely— 


, one feels glad that the sword is now replaced 


’-$by the cord. 
mre 


HIGHLAND BAGPIPES, 

Dr. K. M. MacDonatp waxes eloquent in the 
Oban Times upon the future triumphs await- 
ing the Highland bagpipes, his spirit having 
been grieted within him by some disparaging 
remarks recently made toa jury at Milwaukee 
anent the famous instrument. He says :— 


This was one of his most. 
lucrative perquisites. The possesser of a fine 


‘* Apart altogether from the undoubted character 
of bagpipe music, its beautiful liquid notes are 
most Captivating to every one possessed of a soul 
for music; but, of course, a good deal depends 
upon the performer and his management. As 
we have forced whiskey, oatmeal porridge, 
hotch-potch, cockaleekie, haggis, Findon had- 
docks, and other good things, upon people be- 
yond the borders of bonnie Scotland, so shall 
the great Highland bagpipes, through it own 
sheer merit, penetrate into every capital of the 
known world; and as long as the sun rises in 
the east and sets in the west, the glorious strains 
of the great Highland bagpipes will be heard 
amongst the haunts of men, until the great 
trumpet sounds that time is no more !” 


A PATRIOT IN BMBRYO. 


An Osaka contemporary tells the following 
pretty little story :—In Abura-koji, Kyoto, there 
lives a lad named Suzuki Sukesaburo, thirteen 
years old, at present a student in a primary 
school. The other day he sent the following 
ietter to the noted swordsmiths, Horii Taneyoshi 
and Horii Taneaki :— 

Dear Sirs,—Having often seen yonr honoured 
names in the Osaka Nichi Nichi Shimdbun, | know that 
you are the most famous of living sword-makers, I 
am a boy; yet I have an intense desire to become a 
soldier, excited by my love for my country. So soon 
as I graduate from my primary school I intend to go up 
to Tokyo, next spring, and be educated for a soldier. 
As this is my firm intention, I wish you to make mea 
sword two feet in length, which I shall ever keep as 
my protector. This is my greatest desire. | am saving 
up my money, five sen every day, which father gives 
me, and this I will hand over to you on my arrival in 
Tokyo, Of course the money will not be sufficient to 
repay your labour, yet, as it is all I have, I hope you 
will agree to my proposal. 

Yours truly, Suzuki SUKESABURO. 
On receiving this artless epistle, the two great 
makers were both moved and pleased by the 
spirit it breathed, and at once replied saying 
that they would do as he had requested. Little 
Suzuki was in the seventh heaven of anticipative 
joy on getting his answer, and immediately 
wrote a glowing letter of thanks. 


POLICE COURT AMENITIBS, 
*“Tuat black-headed devil there came up and 
stopped me.” This inelegant expression was 
used by a Chinaman in the Hongkong Police 
Court the other day, says the Dat/y Press, and 
it cost him $5. He was giving evidence in a 
kidnapping case in which he was the principal 
witness, and he intended his remark for an 
Indian constable, who seems to have caught not 
only the kidnapper but the witness himself, and 
it was in consequence of the indignity he had 
suffered that the Chinaman gave vent to his 
wrath in such unqualified terms. He was much 
chagrined when the Magistrate followed up a 
sharp rebuke with a ‘‘ fiver,” but probably the 
penalty will induce him to restrain his exple- 
tives in future. The kidnapper was sent to 
gaol for twelve months. 


AN OCEAN RACE. 
Tue ship Durham which arrived at Kobe on 
Sunday, is the winner, the Hiogo News takes it, 
of the prize of $1,000 (gold) put up jointly by 
her Master and Captain Roberts of the ship 
Dunfion. They are both out from Philadelphia, 
the latter starting a few hours after the former 
and being destined for Nagasaki. 


ITALY AND THE DRBIBUND. 


THE terrible defeat that the Italian troops 
sustained in Abyssinia was followed by an ex- 
tensive discussion in the European press, whe- 
ther it would not seriously compromise Italy’s 
position in the Triple Alliance, and even if that 
snould not be the case, whether it would not 
prove advantageous to Italy to sever her connec- 
tion with the Alliance into which she had 
entered for self-defence under circumstances 
which do not obtain at present. The French 
press generally has expressed itself in this latter 
sense. The Zemps thinks that Italy has dis- 
covered, by this time, that she has nothing to 
fear from France. The Zaterne and Figaro 
claim that the Italian defeat at Adua was, 
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atthe same time, a defeat of the Dreibund; 
that Germany and Austria are seriously con- 
sidering the exclusion of impotent Italia, and 
thatthe Dreibund is by no means as strong 
to-day as it was a few months ago. The 
New Review (London) thinks Italy is realizing 
that the Dreibund is an intolerable burden—the 
more so ag her northern provinces have no sort 
of natural inclination towards Austria. Italy 
fears France on her seaboard only, for her 
army could make good the passes of the 
Alps against ber for months. England would 
also fear France in the Mediterranean, for 
her first blow would be struck against her 
over-weak Mediterranean fleet. An under- 
standing with Italy, the Review continues, in 
regard of any attack from France would give 
us an overwhelming superiority at sea—for 
Italy commands at least ten ironclads of the 
best, and both powers should be secure against 
any sudden onset. Among the Italian papers 
it is chiefly the J/alia that is unfriendly to 
the Dreibund and expresses the hope that its 
dissolution is near at hand. It believes that no 
harm would come to Italy if the political situa- 
tion in Europe were to change at once. The 
attitude of France towards Italy is largely deter- 
mined by the attitude of the latter. The moment 
Italy ceases to assist Germany in defending the 
provinces she has taken from France, France 
will be friendly to Italy. Over against these 
views, we find not only a majority of Italian 
organs, but practically all leading German and 
Austrian, and some English papers, of directly 
opposite opinion. Zhe Times correspondent at 
Rome, says:—‘ Italy is more than ever de- 
pendent upon the Triple Alliance for the main- 
tenance of her existence. It is the hostility of 
France which causes this. I have been a long 
time in Rome, and have been familiar with 
Italy for thirty-five years, and I have met only 
a single Frenchman who did not hate the Ita- 
lians most cordially. Only yesterday an Eng- 
lish lady, who has lived much in France and 
loves the French people, but who bas lived 
more in Italy and loves the Italians too, said, 
in the course of conversation with me, that in 
all her acquaintance with French people she 
had only known five who were friendly to 
Italy.” If the majority of the Italian papers 
give a correct index of public opinion in 
Italy, it is obvious that the people in Italy do 
not believe in French friendship, and the Italian 
population of Nice appeal for help to Italy at 
least as strongly as the French inhabitants of 
Lorraine to France assist in keeping France 
and Italy apart. The Kolnische Zeitung and 
the Frankfurter Zeitung are of one mind that 
Italy will not withdraw from the Dreibund 
and that Germany is morally bound to assist 
Italy in her present affliction. As to the re- 
cent visit of the Austrian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Count Goluchowski, to Berlin, it is 
said, that the Italian defeat was not the im- 
mediate cause of his going to Berlin, and that 
his visit had already been arranged before the 
defeat became known, but itis admitted that the 
situation, in consequence of the Italian catas- 
trophe, was seriously considered during his stay 
in Berlin, not at all in the sense of excluding 
Italy from the Dreibund, but rather how to 
help Italy on its legs—especially in a financial 
sense—as that is the chief embarrassment in 
the. Peninsular Kingdom. Moreover,. Austria 
is anxious to see the difference between 
Great Britain and Germany adjusted and to 
bring about a complete understanding between 
the former and the Dreibund. ‘That some 
satisfactory undeistanding has been reached 
is generally believed in Austria, Italy, and by 
some of the leading German papers, and the 
fact that the Dreibund voted with England 
in the Egyptian Commission to advance 
£500,000 to meet the expenses of the British- 
Egyptian expedition to Dongola seems to 
point in that direction. The Russian and French 
Commissioners voted against the proposition, 
after the adoption of which they filed their pro- 
testand left the meeting. The French press 
promptly resent it as indicating an indefinite 
delay in the already long-delayed evacuation of 
Egypt by British troops. The fact that the 
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Czar, since the battle of Adua, has conferred the 
highest military decoration in his gift upon King 
Menelik, is taken as an ample indication that 
Russia is deeply interested with France in the 
recent developments. Austria and Italy have 
too much at stake in the Mediterranean Sea 
and Asia Minor to allow Russia or France free 
play in those parts. Nor will they consent to a 
Russian occupation of Constantinople. Ger- 
many, on the other hand, has little or no interests 
to safeguard in the near East. But that there 
has been a better understanding between Ger- 
many and Russia of late can not be doubted. 
Russia knows well enough that Germany stands 
between her and Constantinople only as an ally 
of Austria and Italy. As England and Italy have 
lately been very friendly, while Germany and 
Russia oppose England, the situation became 
extremely perplexing both to Austria and Italy, 
and no doubt pressure was brought to bear 
upon the German Government to fall in line with 
the wishes and interests of the two other mem- 
bers of the Dreibund. 


AN BXPBRIBNCE OF THE ‘‘ HIROSHIMA*MARU.” 
On her last downward trip the Hiroshima Maru 
passed very near to a water-spout off the coast 
of Sumatra, says the Kobe Chronicle. For- 
tunately, Captain Andersen had slightly altered 
his course sume time before, or in all probability 
he would have had a most dangerous rather than 
what happily proved to be an interesting ex- 
perience. No ship, he says, could possibly live 
in the midst of such a disturbance of the sea. 
A great column of water reached, as it seemed, 
up to the sky and constituted a grand sight, a 
whirlwind drawing up the water just as if a 
suction-pipe was at work. It was the first time 
Captain Andersen had witnessed anything of the 
kind, though we believe water-spouts are of not 
infrequent occurrence in the neighbourhood of 
the Sumatra coast. 


‘*ODD VOLUMES.” 
Years ago at Chelmsford, the quaint old-world 
county-town of Essex, a semi-literary, scientific, 
antiquarian, and social club was founded among 
the men of light and leading of the county, and 
dubbed the “Odd Volumes.” There were 39 
members in the club (o begin with, and each had 
his number, a certain well-known curator of the 
principal maseum in an adjoining county be- 
ing “ Volume 27, 4to.,” if we remember right- 


ly. As members died or dropped out new] x 


ones were elected, and succeeded to the odd 
volume numbers of their predecessors. As 
the years went by it was found necessary to 
add ‘extra odd Volumes,” and one of these, a 
journalist of East Anglia, came out to Hong- 
kong. Through his exertions a similiar so- 
ciety, though with larger scope in regard to num. 
bers, was established in the Colony. Now that 
the institution has outgrown its swaddling 
clothes, some all-wise persons not fully ac- 
quainted with the derivation of its title wish to 
change the name into something more com- 
monplace and hacknied, such as the ‘‘ Hong- 
kong Literary Association,” etc. The Hongkong 
Telegraph, we are glad to see, defends the time- 
honoured appellative and advances some views 
tinged with a Far Eastern colour, in support of it. 
Says that journal :—We do not think the Odd 
Volumes will either change their name or dis- 
solve into thin air, as has been the fate of so 
many similar institutions in the past. There 
could not be a more appropriate name for the 
society than the one it has, All its members 
are ‘Odd Volumes” of all classes, of diverse 
tastes, and interested in different subjects, and, 
through the necessities of our colonial life, dis- 
associated from their fellows of similar tastes 
athome. One or two members are lawyers, 
three or four are journalists. There are chemists, 
doctors, shipwrights, engineers, schoolmasters, 
policemen, Government officials, people who 
know Chinese and others who do not, naval 
men, military men, men of no occupation at all, 
bankers, merchants, shipping clerks, and idlers. 
In England or in the Colonies most of these 
would find sufficient numbers of their fellows to 
make a ‘‘sette” or even a library, but here they 
are only ‘Odd Volumes” not out of place, for 


a book is never out of place, but so far apart 
that if they get on to the shelves it must be with 
books on other subjects and of diverse sizes and 
bindings. Shipbuilders and engineers are 
humerous enough in Hongkong to fill a shelf 
of theirown. So are the officers of the Mer- 
cantile Marine. So, too, are the chess-players, 
but for the others they must live alone, or as- 
sociate with others similarly situated. The Odd 
Volumes are not purely literary, not purely 
scientific, nor wholly political, They embrace 
all interests, and the papers read, and the 
lectures given have covered a very wide range 
of subjects. 


MONTHLY CUSTOMS RETURNS. 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for March, showing the foreign trade 


of the Empire for the month :— 


1895. 
SILVER YEN. 


Exports .secoeeee 9,638,333,.280 oeerereee 
[Mports ceoceeees Q1939:827 O00 crosses 


e 
SILVER YEN, 


9,454,041.480 
12,644,050.810 





Total exports and importS..cccccsreeees 
Excess of imports SCH eeesoe assesses ereetesoese 
CUSTOMS DUTIgs 


22,098,092.290 
3:190,009.330 








Exports OSCE HFCETCSHEHHOK Heese sHeresesetaaHeeesese 103,004.361 
Imports SOSCSSHSHS SSH SEHAEHSTSHSHEESEH SEE HSHEES Be 420,754.100 
Miscellaneous cccoccsccescreccecesces sevens 15,844.557 
DOtal -vcsscceceisacceseseus eoececctece 539,603.018 
TOTAL VALUE UF BXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM VARIOUS FORSION 
COUNTRIRS, 
Exports, Imports, Total. 
Silver Yen, Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
Hongkong............ .. 95357939$-349 $75,658.9%0 2,733,054.2g0 
British India wo... 328,504.230 2,800,953.350 2,$29,457.360 
Citta cciscksceccetescsacaases 3,038,230.780  760,1%68.020 3,398,393.co2 
ROr€a,....cscocereessecsocess 145,1X7.430  $745450.940  $19,568.370 
Russian Asia .........006 73.980 369 67,078.560  %41,053.920 
Philippine Islands..... 93,866 98,673.28 122,539.340 
Annam & otner French 
India ......ccececcsnseeee 3,436.840 41850.080 6,986.620 
Siam wet eseseseseseeeascenens 1,979.520 §99.c00 1,878.500 
Great Britain ........000. 652,794.360 4,683,c93.400 5§,265,816.760 
FRANCE: sisccassvccscce 0c - 1,416,72§-790 423,620.780 1,845,346.570 
Germany ..c....ccccceeeees 981,161.670 1,467,587.650 ,748,749.320 
Belyinm..........c0-5 cesses 16,423.970  278,855.720 0977. 
Switzerland... .........c00 25,436.000  112,883.800  138,319.200 
AUBtriA Voce eee cceees 126,698.000 5589°.340 132,§88.340 
Deady cssssrecccscoesovesevene 116,326,870 20,206.240  126,335.010 
SPAIN ci csscssisescsccocceses 1, 430.000 ayhave 6,068.930 
Holland sia rugatdee ceescsces $0398.80 2, are 5.657.070 
UBBIA .oe.scee cecsnceeoes . 260 
Sweden & Norway ... = 1989-000 $'969.280 
Portugal ........ccsseseee 300.000 14495- 3,59S- 
scl ag Seevesieawanbaces 324 C00 455 540.820 
UERE Yo vessauecce! «: sctene 205.000 = 905.000 
United States of Ame- bak ise Poe . 
PICA 100 cccscccncassercoesen b . 1,492,000. x00 
Canada & other British aos " ii ai 
AMETICA cescesseccesses 39,354,280 74.000 $9,428.280 
Australia ..........0css00ee 8r,931.610 93»238-740 375,164.350 
HOWBIL ......cccccecsscevees 33,096.710 217.200 3323 43,910 
Other Countries.......... $7477-470 49:394-950 106,872,420 
Total visssisss ce veces 9395863.250 22,644,080.810 21,839,913.960 
TOTAL VALUS OF BXPOR16 AND IMPORTS FROM AND TO RACH PORT, 
Yokohama .......c00 3,959,629.780 5,334,286.890  9,293,8$6.670 
ODE crcreccerseee aeaceane 4.%83,§42-170 §,868,29%.940 20,053,834.210 
OSGRR: oenciscistecssieres §2,72%.500  282,843.190 sire aoe 
Nagasaki ...........006 337:655.460 %,099,360.4390 3,367,015 890 
Hakodate... secsseeee 15,623.350 $105%.140 18,674-490 
Niigata... ...ccocseess 9388.030 - 9,388.030 
Shimonoseki ......... $56,951.930 108, $10,330 459,462.250 
MOM sicastcetenccersances 34°,027-800 _ $40,027.800 
Hakata cic. sssese 372.900 8,357.9%0 8,730.810 
Karatsn....... cesscscees 3§,970.500 - 33,970.§00 
Kuchinotau ......cs000 292,810.000 = 132,810 coe 
Idzugahara .......00... 2,3%7-600 13,162.040 141479640 
Shishimi oo... .ccs00 $9%-350 834.400 1,425-750 
Sasuna datBeacecusecsuces 344.390 434.550 2,753.70 
Fuahiki..,...cccsssesseee 16,654.710 -_ 36,654 710 
Muroran ... ......sesse 36,$11.250 _- 36,9X1.250 
Oar cisedsisssevassaesixe 25,129,000 —_ 15,129.000 
Exports....cccccee 448,521.230 


Specie and Bullion { ImMports...sceceeee 1 ,828,638.560 


Total ..sccccccccrccsccccccccscccccsccsese 227711 59-790 
Excess of exports csrsccccosersseccsssssevees 1 GQ0, 117.330 
VALUS OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY JAPANESE MBRCHANTS AND 

GOVERNMFINt. 
Exports «.,... 2,433:681.690 
Imports 0008 4,355:341-310 
Imported by Government ....sccccocesseeee 24,278.6 


TABLE SHOWING VALUB OF COMMODI/TI£6 BXPORTED FROM AND 
IMPORTED BACH MONTH DURING CURRENT YEAY. 


By Japanese Merchants { 





Exports. Imports. Total. 
ANUATY ... ceecsceves + 7e742,962.350 14,272,188.440 93,0%5,250.790 
CDFUBTY arrscosersceees %0,062,2%1.000 21,268,66§.1 2I,329,876.220 
March ...ccsecessosssees 914542041.48Q 19,644,059.810 22,098 ,092.290 
Total,....s00 27,258,.214.890 38,284,904.420 65,44$,%19.g00 


THE CAMPHOR QUESTION, 
THE application submitted by Messrs. Shibu- 
zawa Eiichi, Yokoyama Magoichiro, and several 
other well known capitalists of Tokyo and Osaka 
for a monopoly of the camphor manufacture in 
Formosa, has been rejected, the Governor- 
General being of opinion that the camphor 
question in Formosa requires the most careful 
consideration and does not admit of any hasty 
decision. As to the complaint raised by cer- 
tain foreign camphor manufacturers in Formosa 
of alleged injustice on the part of the Japanese 
Authorities, the Wicks Wiché and other Tokyo 


Google 


papers entirely contradict the statements appear- 
ing in the Hongkong Daily Press. The ver- 
nacular papers say that the Camphor Control 
Regulations, against which such loud com- 
plaints have been raised, were issued in Decem- 
ber and were enforced three months afterwards. 
The Regulations being chiefly directed against 
indiscriminate and _ surreptitious felling of 
camphor trees, did not affect any foreign or 
native merchants who, either in virtue of a 
special license from the Chinese Government, 
orin consideration of a certificate of payment 
of the required duties, still could continue their 
business. All these manufacturers were re- 
garded as enjoying a prescriptive right, and 
were allowed to carry on their. business as 
freely as before. Many cases of abuse had 
arisen, due to the Jax administration of the pre- 
vious rulers of the island, through which certain 
foreigners by bribing Chinese officials were 
allowed to carry on the manufacture of camphor 
side by side with the legally lincensed men. 
The complaints against the regulations have 
been solely raised by these unlicensed manu- 
facturers. 


THE NBW STBAMSHIP COMPANY. 
Tue projectors of the new Steamship Company 
recently referred to in our columns, met on the 
25th instant and resolved to effect some im- 
portant modifications in their plans. The capi- 
tal originally fixed at 3,700,000 yen was in- 
creased 10 4,300,000, while the estimated profits 
were cut down from over 30 per cent. to about 
one-half that figure. The increase of capital 
was thougbt necessary owing to the general 
opinion expressed by persons interested in the 
project that the estimated cost of the new 
steamers and the running expenses were fixed 
too low. At first it was estimated that the 


69° | steamers would cost a little 70 yen per ton, but 


this was found inadequate and the puichas- 
ing cost was raised to 100 yen perton. The in- 
crease of capital and the raising of the amount 
of estimated current expenses naturally resulted 
in the lowering of the estimated profit. The 
chief item of profit will be the bounty which 
the steamere will receive. For one voyage to 
America 72,450 yen is expected, and for a voy- 
age to Batoum 57,407 yen. As the four steamers 
are to undertake two services each a year, the 
total bounty will reach one million yes. Mr. 
Shibusawa, who occupied the chair at this meet- 
ing, annaunced that the whole of the capital had 
been subscribed and no other tender could 
be accepted. The chairman also said that as 
two of the chief projectors, Messrs, Asano and 
Abe, were commercially connected with Messrs. 
Samuel Samuel & Co., he himself, when 
asked to join the project, had made inquiries as 
to whether this foreign firm was involved in 
the scheme or not, as in that case the company 
would not receive the bounty, and the result had 
been that he was perfectly satisfied that Messrs. 
Samuel Samuel & Co. were not concerned at all. 


THE “ LUTIN.”’ 
Tue French gunboat Zusin arrived at Saigo 
on the 8th April, says the Dazly Press, and was 
immediately paid off. Her crew, who have 
completed their term of service on the station, 
will leave by one of the first steamers for Mar- 


8o|seilles. The Zusin is to undergo a thorough 


overhaul at the Saigon arsenal; her guns will 
be taken out, her boilers changed, and her fit- 
lings renewed throughout. After the repairs 
and refittings are completed the vessel will be 
taken to Phompenh and offered by the French 
vi laa to H.M. Norodom, Ring of Cam- 
bodia. 


VARYING MBASURES. 
THE reasons in behalf of the adoption of the 
metric system of weights and measures are very 
cogently set forth in the report of the United 
States Congressional Committee on the subject. 
The size of one quart, gallon, bushel, and bar- 
rel varies, according to locality, atpresent. The 
barrel of oil or cider in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
many of the States, according to local provi- 
sion, contains 314 gallons, but in actual fact it 
contains 40 or 42 gallons. The gallon of milk 
in New York contains 231 cubic inches and in 
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Minnesota it is fixed by law at 282. The stand- 
ard bushel used by the United States in the 
Custom houses is three per cent. smaller than 
the standard bushel of Great Britain. The 
bushel of oats varies from 26 pounds in Mary- 
land to 36 pounds in Oregon. The bushel of 
barley weighs 32 pounds in Louisiana and 50 
in California. The laws of New York and Ore- 
gon make 42 pounds of buckwheat a bushel, 
while those of Minnesota and Nebraska call for 
32 pounds, and Kentucky 56 pounds. The 
bushel of rye weighs 32 pounds in Louisiana, 
but grows to 56 pounds in Ohio. Potatoes 
weigh 50 pounds to the bushel in Washington, 
56 in Pennsylvania, and 60 in Ohio. In Maine 
44 pounds make a bushel of apples, while 57 
are required in Wisconsin. A bushel of salt 
weighs but 50 pounds in Virginia and several 
of the States, but reaches 70 in Massachussetts, 
and brings down the scales at 80 in Colorado. 





A RAID UPON DOGS. 

WitHouT having given the usual notice, the 
Police have commenced a raid upon dogs, 
and any animal found minus its collar is 
liable to become a victim. This is not a 
proper method of proceeding. The ignorant 
coolies employed in the work are not able to 
discriminate between a valuable dog and a 
worthless mongrel, and it is not an uncommon 
thing for a dog to slip its collar while chained 
up and take a walk without its owner or keeper. 
There is reason to complain also against the 
methods employed in this raid; they are most 
brutal. Fhe coolies that accompany the com- 
stable, instead of having a noose on the end of 
a bamboo, and thus making sure of their victim 
by capturing it before they strike, carry clubs 
only. The consequence is that some dogs 
receive a blow and then get away—with a skull 
crushed in or an eye knocked out—to suffer 
terrible agony and alingering death. It may 
be too much, perhaps, to expect coolies to have 
any feeling for the miserable brutes thus mal- 
treated, but something better might be expected 
of the superiors from whom they receive their 
orders. 


A PITIFUL TRAGEDY. 

Mr. Percy D. Stepuens, for many years man- 
ager of the Glugor Estate, Penang, committed 
suicide on the roth April under most distress- 
ing circumstances. He had been married just 
a month when Mrs. Stephens developed blood 
poisoning after eating some tinned food. She 
died within three days, her husband being pre- 
sent when sheexpired. Mr. Stephens thereupon 
quietly requested the doctor to leave the room. 
In a few minutes the latter heard the report of a 
pistol shot, and on reentering the room, found 
that Mr. Stephens had shot himself. He died 
immediately. The event has caused much 
sorrow in the Straits Settlements where the young 
couple were greatly liked and esteemed. 





POSTAL AFFAIRS. 

Tue Director of Posts and Telegraphs at Yoko- 
hama issued on April 27th, the following 
notice :—‘' For 28 days, commencing from the 
1st May next, is the period for collecting the 
grand statistics of the universal Postal Union 
countries, and during that period the mails des- 
patched from here to foreign countries will be 
closed 2 or 4 hours previous to the sailings, and 
also the mails received from foreign countries 
will be inspected before their delivery, which 
will cause some delay.” 





THE TOMAGASHIMA CUP. 

THE Obed Haidee (Mr. H. L. Baggalay) won 
the Tomagashima Cup, presented by Mr, 
Dimock, at Kobe on Sunday afternoon. During 
the same day Messrs. Ross and Nuttall, who 
were out in a canoe, received an involuntary 
bath through their craft filling with water. 


A PERIPATETIC PAINTER, 

Toyvonwara Kunisaixa, remarks the Kaika 
Shimbun, is fond of change, if he is a famous 
painter. He is always in a chronic state of 
house- moving, and has never yet lived for more 
than one consecutive year in any dwelling. 
Once he moved no less than seven times in one 
calendar month. Kunishiro, another well known 


artist, is also found of variety, and has removed 
his household gods to different habitations no 
less than eighty-two times during the course of 
his not yet very long life. But Kunishika has 
done better, for removal No. 82 was accom- 
plished six yearsago, and now he is well on in 
the second hundred. Now thatthe new Regis- 
tration Law has been brought into operation, 
Kunishika confesses to a feeling of anxiety ; for 
if he has to pay a fee every time he moves in 
future, he will be one of the most heavily 
mulcted tax-payers in the country. 
THE LITERARY SOCIBTY. 

THBRE was a very large gathering at the fort- 
nightly meeting of the Yokohama Literary So- 
ciety, held in the Van Schaick Hall on Friday. 
Mr. and Miss Griffin opened the proceedings 
with a pianoforte duet, and then Mr. W. J. 
Davidson gave a long and dreary account 
of his personal experiences as a member of 
the Peary Arctic Expedition. In the second 
half of the programme Miss Sale gave a piano- 
forte solo, Mr. Unite sang ‘The last Watch,” 
and Mr. Lewis and Mr. Whitefield gave a 
splendid rendering of Benedict’s ‘‘ The moon 
hath raised her lamp above ” (Lily of Killarney). 


DEATH OF LADY ISABBL BURTON. 

Lavy Isasrt Burton, widow of Sir Richard 
Burton, died in London on March 23rd, in which 
place she was born March 2oth, 1831. Her 
life was full of adventure. For many years she 
travelled with her husband, often being forced 
to adopt male attire when among the fanatic 
tribes of the East. Her name became well 
known after his death through her action in 
burning the manuscript of his translation of 
“The Scented Garden,” from the Persian of 
Saadi, which she considered unfit for publi- 
cation, Since Sir Richard’s death Lady Burton 
had lived in retirement. 


NAVAL ITEMS. 

THe Venezuelan man-of-war Ayacuche has 
been burned at Margarita, an island in the 
Caribbean Sea, off the coast of Venezuela, and 
eight of the crew lost their lives —Two China- 
men have been captured leaving Hung-ham 
Docks, Hongkong, with a sheet of naval copper. 
The copper had been taken off the Centurion, 
while the bilge keel was being affixed to that 
vessel, Atthe Magistracy Commander Hast- 
ings sent one of the prisoners to jail for three 
months’ hard labour and the other for forty-two 
days’ hard iabour. 





A DEPARTMENTAL “f JoKR.”’ 
Tue China Mail in answering a query that ap- 
pears in the home papers—What has become of 
the Inspector of Machinery on the China Sta- 
tion ?-—says; This we believe is capable of 
some explanation. There was a time, not so 
long ago, when the Chief Engineer, as Chief 
Engineer, was responsible for the execution of 
certain works, and then as, Inspector of Machi- 
nery, inspected his own work to see that it was 
all correct! For such is the way in some Go. 
vernment Departments. 


TOKYO WATER-WORKS SCANDAL. 

Tue preliminary examination of the persons 
arrested on suspicion of having received bribes 
in connection with the Tokyo Water-works 
scadnal has concluded, and R. Yamanaka, 
and S. Kazama, members of the Water-works 
Standing Committee; M. Horita and H. Iwama, 
employed in the Water-works Office, and Dr. 
Yoshikawa, K. Sano, and W. Takata, experts 
of the City Office, were yesterday committed 
for public trial, while T. Takae and S. Oya- 
mada, members of the Standing Committee, 
were acquitted. 


NEWCHWANG. 


Messrs. BANDINEL and Co., writing from New- 
chwang on the rsth April, say :—During the 
last few days, arrivals of beans by river are over 
300,000 piculs, and stocks are hourly increas- 
ing. Prices have fallen, and are still on the 
decline. We quote beancakes, per 10 pieces, 
laels 5.06; bean oil, per picul, taels 4.60; 
beans, per 3 piculs, taels 3.50 to 3.70. There is 


Google 


an improved feeling in the freight market. The 
steamer Akashi, 20,000 piculs, is chartered at 
16 to 17 cents to Nagasaki and Kobe. Arrivals 
to date are 34 steamers against 62 steamers and 
4 Sailers in 1894. 





THB MAYORALTY OF YOKOHAMA. 

Tue election of candidates for the position of 
Mayor of Yokohama took place on the 28th 
ult., and resulted in the return of Messrs. K. 
Yoshida, Superintendent of the Kanagawa 
Police ; Mr. Asada, and Mr, Otani Kahei. The 
result was at once reported to the Minister of 
Home Affairs. 





A BISHOP FOR HOKKAIDO. 


Tue Kobe Hera/d \earns that the Rev. P. K.- 


Fyson, M.A.. of the Church Missionary Society, 


has been appointed Bishop in Hokkaido. The. 


reverend gentleman is expected to leave Eng- ° 


land shortly to return to this country, where he 
has already worked many years. 
stationed at Osaka. 





THE “ RETRIBVER.” 

Tue well-known schooner Retriever, has been 
sold at Hongkong for $1,500. She was bought 
in Yokohama by four American travellers and 
scientists fora trip to Borneo, but has been 
found unsuitable for'such an extended voyage. 
The Retriever was for some years a cargo hulk 
in Yokohama harbour before Mr. H. J. Snow 
fitted her out last season for a sealing cruise. 


THE ‘RURIK,.” 
Tue Nagasaki Shipping List says the Rurtk 
is a powerful looking vessel, painted black, 
barque rigged, with two funnels, has square 
bluff bows and stern, and though hardly a thing 
of beauty is undoubtedly a very formidable 


acquisition to Russia’s naval strength in the 
Far East. 





THE ‘ MascorT.” 
Tue British sealing schooner Mascot, of Vic- 
toria, B.C., arrived in harbour on Saturday 
morning to ship the two boat crews she had lost 
—six men. After losing the schooner the men 
landed on the Japan coast and were forward- 
ed by the Japanese Authorities to Yokohama. 


MR. R. DR B. LAYARD. 

In the London Gaselte of March 28th we find 
that the Queen has been graciously pleased to 
appoint Mr. Raymond de Burgh Money Layard 


Vice-Cnnsul for Hyogo and Osaka, to reside at 
Hyogo. 





MR. JEROME DYER 

Mr. Jerome Dyer has left Siam on his return 
to Australia. It is said that negotiations for the 
sale of the two gunboats he tried to dispose of 
to the Siamese Government are now going on 
with China. 





; THE NIL® CAMPAIGN, 

A Reuter’s telegram appearing in the W.-C. 
Daily News, says that up to the 18th April two 
sharp encounters had taken place in the vicinity 
of Tokar, not far from Suakim, 


— —— 


THR PLAGUE AT HONGKONG. 
THERE were nine cases of plague at Hongkong 
on the 16th ultimo and ten cases on the 17th. 
The total for the year to the 17th ult.is 515 cases. 





MR. HOSHI 7ORU. 
> ——_—_—_—_ 





—_ 
a 
Phe 


He was last 


The appointment of Mr. Hoshi Toru to be a * 


Minister Plenipotentiary is not a sudden resolve 
on the part of the Government, says the Wich 
Nichi Shimbun. Marquis Ito came to a deci- 
sion in that sense immediately after Mr. Hoshi’s 
return from Korea last year. At that time, 
however, the only legation vacant was in Rome, 
and Mr. Hoshi did not feel disposed to go there. 
Washington was the post he desired, but as it 
was not vacant, the matter remained in abey- 
ance. Now that Mr. Kurino is to be transferred 
to Italy, it is found possible to give Mr. Hoshi 
the appointment he prefers. The affair has no 
connection whatever with Count Itdgaki’s entty 
into the Cabinet. 
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CURRENT POLITICS. 
—_ -—- — > -—_—_ — 

By way of preliminary to doubling the To- 
kaido trunk line, the railway authorities are now 
laying two new lines between Shimbashi and 
Shinagawa. These lines will be used to con- 
nect the Tokaido and the north-eastern roads, 
and the lines already existing will ultimately be 
employed for street cars. The new lines are to 
be laid close by the shore, and will extend from 
Shinsenza, in the Shiba district of Tokyo, to the 
Central Station that will be built within the palace 
grounds. Between Shinsenza and the street 
close by the Tokyo Hotel, an elevated railway 
is to be constructed, and a special office for the 
purpose has been established in the Railway 
Bareau. The work of surveying alone will take 
about a year, and the period assigned for the 
completion of the Central Station is seven years. 

Seven Government lines, included in the so- 
called “ first-period programme,” are to be com- 
pleted by the spring of 1903. The sums estim- 
ated for their construction are as follows :— 











Gost per 

Miles. Total Cost. Mile. 

en. Yen. 

Fukushima-Aomoti,.. 298.26 12,686,126 41,524 
TsurugasToyama ... 12358 5,764,954 46.594 
Hachioji-Nagoya ... 222.73 20,400,000 91,480 
Umedaichi-Kure 1205 1,297,607 108,133 
ShinotoieShiojiti...... 41-55 3:597,.470 85,654 
Yashiro-Kagoshima.. 91.60 8,226,792 89,422 
Himeji-Sakaye......... 135.26 7,948,714 58,879 
Total .......0066. 925.63 59,921,663 64,710* 


* Average. 

Government experts are now engaged survey- 
ing between Kobe and Tokyo, preparatory to 
extending the telephone system between those 
two cities. The work of construction will be 
finished about November, and before the begin- 
ning of next year the service will be opened. 


The National Unionists are not disposed to 
abandon the mid-way house that they occupied 
during the last session of the Diet. In point of 
fact, they voted always with the Government, 
bat their docility in that respect was avowedly 
a temporary attitude, dictated by the exigencies 
of the time. After the passage of the various 
measures necessitated by the war, they reserved 
to themselves liberty to cross over into the camp 
of the Opposition, should such a course seem 
desirable.. They have not as yet taken that ex- 
treme step, nor does there seem to be any pro- 
bability that they will take it, but, on the other 
hand, their sentiment of friendliness towards 
the Cabinet has been decidedly weakened by 
Count Itagaki’s entry into the Government, if a 
circular letter just compiled by their commilttee- 
men be sincere. Japanese politics present so 
many perplexing aspects that our readers may 
not be aware of the distinction between the 
creed of the National Unionists, and that of the 
Liberals or Progressionists. There is, however, 
an important distinction, for while the Liberals 
and Progressionists advocate Party Cabinets, 
the National Unionists oppose anything of the 
kind. It would seem that when the news of 
Count Itagaki’s admission to the Cabinet be- 
came generally known, some of the National 
Unionist politicians in the provinces addressed 
to the head-quarters in Tokyo an inquiry as the 
views entertained on the subject by the chief re- 
presentatives of the Party; that is to say, by its 
Committee. The answer, as published by the 
Chuo Shimbun, the organ of the National 
Unionists, was as follows :— 

A report has already been addressed to you 
with reference to the incidents of the gth session 
of the Diet. Subsequently, Count Itagaki 
entered the Cabinet, and you now ask about the 
views entertained at the head-quarters of the 
Party on this topic. We therefore communicate 
them to you. 


The reasons why our Party support the system of 
Cabinets responsible to the Emperor alone, in accordance 
with the provisions of the Constitution, is that the system of 
party cabinets involves violent struggles for political power 
and causes abuses such as, in extreme cases, are inde- 

-sctibably mischievous. The true principle to be observed in 
selecting the Ministers of the Crown is that they should 
he men of eminent ability, universally respected and en- 
joying the confidence of their Sovereign. On that basis 
every one should be eligible tor the position, but chiefly 
those that have served their countr meritorivusly, When 
we come to consider the case of Count Itagaki’s recent 
admission to the Cabinet, we find much that demands 


comment. He is the leader of the Liberals, a party that 
for many years pursued destructive tactics and stood in 
opposition to measures of national importance; a party 
that suddenly turned round and altered its attitude so 
soon as it saw itself to be out ef touch with public opinion, 
but whether it made the change in obedience to a spirit 
of genuine solicitude for the country, is doubtful. More- 
over, although the support given to the Government, dur- 
ing the oth session, by the Liberals, does not by any 
means constitute a sufficient a'onement for their erroneous 
course in the past, it appears to be certain that, on the 
strength of such support, they have forced anentry for their 
leader into the Cabinet. Willing as we might be to think 
that Count Itagali’s appointment is the result simply of 
His Majesty’s desire to bring into the Administration all 
the distinguished statesmen of the era, it is impossible to 
mistake the import of the statements that have appeare:l 
in the semi-official organ, the Nichi Nichi Shimbun, and 
the organ of the Liberals, the Tokyo Shimbun. Entertain- 
ing the political views that we do, we can not approve the 
admission of Count Itagaki into the Gabinet. ‘The evils of 
party cabinets are of old standing. papan is the only 
State in the world that has been ruled by one line of So- 
vereigns from time immemorial. Amecica and France, 
being republics, are beside the question But in England 
the system of party cabinets exists, and was at one 
time an object of the world’s applause. ‘That was wholly 
because it contributed outwardly to promote the popularity 
of the upper classes and to secure consideration for the 
lower. At the root, it pesented features indescribably evil. 
Yet already the extreme abuse of the system, an abuse not 
witnessed hi:herto even in England, namely, procuring 
office by coercion, threatens to become prevalent. It 
is alleged by some that Count Itagaki’s admission to 
the Cabinet is tantamount to surrender on his part, 
and that he will be unable tv accomplish anything; 
by others, that he has merely returned to the place he 
once occupied, and that he contemplates no enforcement 
whatever of his ¢wn political views. Time may confirm 
that estimate. It is not our business to pronounce opinions 
on the subject, but we can not fail to perceive the true 
import of his entry into the administration, or to appre- 
hend that the indescribable abuse of employing pvlitical 
force to secure office, will now extend from Ministers of 
State evento village headmen, and that the peace and 

ood order of the nation must suffer correspondingly. 
Tice misfortunes having come just ata time when the 
country stands face to face with many demands on its moral 
and material resources, and when might constitutes tight in 
the eyes of foreign nations, we are more than ever resolved 
to maintain our neutral pusition between the Liberals and 
the Progressionists, opposing their mistakes and support- 
ing their wise acts, so as to discharge the great responsi- 
bility devolving upon us to make firm the bases of con- 
Stitutional monarchy, to enhance the national prestige, 
and to promote the prosperity of the people. 


VISCOUNT SHINAGAWA AND THE 


LIBERALS. 
——_—__q—___—__- 

It may well be supposed that political recri- 
minations are in order at present, the National 
Unionists having adopted an attitude so unex- 
peciedly hostile to Count Itagaki’s entry into 
the Cabinet. The Michi Nicht Shimbun, 
which has always been markedly favourable to 
the union of the Cabinet and the Liberals, is 
now conspicuously bitter against the National 
Unionists and their allegation that Count Itagaki 
was carried into office by his Party’s threats to 
turn against the Government unless he received 
a portfolio. When an agreement was on the 
point of being formed between the Government 
and the Liberals, writes our contemporary, the 
National Unionists were approached with the 
utmost courtesy through their leader, Viscount 
Shinagawa. The reply of the Viscount was to 
this effect:—‘‘ That your Party, abandoning 
the route pursued by it for years, should take 
such an earnest view of the nation’s needs as to 
come to an understanding with the Government, 
is not merely a matter for sincere congratula- 
tion, on account of your Party only, but 
also a subject of rejoicing for the country’s sake. 
The power of cohesion shown by your Party in 
your movements during the past thirty years, 
and the courageous integrity of your leader, 
Count Itagaki, despite of straitened circum- 
stances, are remarkable. Our Party, the National 
Unionists, would be pleased to adopt your sug- 
gestion of cOoperation in discharging the nation- 
al functions that have grown out of the war, 
but certain considerations peculiar to ourselves 
compel us reluctantly to stand aloof publicly. 
Since, however, our roads lie in the same direc- 
tion, we beg you to appreciate our sentiments.” 
The Nicht Nichi calls special attention to the 
fact that Viscount Shinagawa formerly declared 
the prospect of an understanding between the 
Government and the Liberals to be a subject for 
national rejoicing, whereas now he denounces 
its natural resulls in unmeasured terms. 
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THE COMMERCIAL TREATY WITH 


CHINA. 
————>————_ 

It does not appear that any very rapid progress 
is being made in the negotiation of the new 
commercial treaty between Japan and China. 
The latter Power is said to have asked for a 
week's delay to prepare and present a new 
memorandum, but what its contents will be 
there is no definite information. In point of 
fact, Japan is not at all concerned to hasten the 
negotiations. She can not possibly expect, nor 
has she any apparent right to ask for, a (realy 
securing to her better terms than those em- 
bodied tn China’s treaties with Western Powers. 
Hence the conclusion of the treaty now under 
negotiation will not benefit her in any degree, 
for she is already enjoying most-favoured-nation 
treatment at China’s hands. It is somewhat sur- 
prising that the leading Japanese journals do not 
take the trouble to explain the situation exactly 
to theirnationals. Political agitators seek to make 
capital out of the delay, and talk as though 
their country’s merchants were seriously handi- 
capped by it. Yet, if they devoted a moment's 
honest attention to the question, they would see 
that their nationals, according to the terms of 
the Shimonoseki Treaty, are guaranteed the en- 
joyment of most favoured-nation treatment in all 
matters of trade and intercourse with China, 
pending the conclusion of the new treaty, and 
inasmuch as the latter, when concluded, can 
not improve upon that treatment, there is not 
the smallest reason tu complain about the tardi- 
ness of the negotiations. On the other hand, it 
is quite certain that no success attend any at. 
tempts the Chinese may make to elude the 
obligation imposed on them by the Shimono- 
seki Treaty, namely, the obligation of placing 
Japan conventionally on the same footing as 
Western Powers. It was precisely because such 
attempts on China's part were to be apprehend- 
ed, that provision was made at Shimonoseki for 
securing to Japanese subjects most-favoured- 
nation treatment pending the conclusion of the 
new treaty. In- fact Japan’s position is as 
strong as it could be. She has nothing 
whatever to lose by China’s procrastination, 
and she has practically nothing to gain by ex- 
pedition. If she possessed some temporary 
means of exacting special concessions from 
China, the case would be different. But she 
has no such means, and if any of her subjects 
imagine that their commercial situation will be 
improved after the conclusion of the treaty, their 
mistaken idea is due entirely to want of proper 
inquiry. 





THE NEW MINISTER TO WASHING- 
TON. rf 
—_—___@—___ —_—— 

Mr. Hoshi Toru’s appointment to the Lega- 
tion in Washington may be regarded asa prelude 
to his entering the Cabinet after a reasonable 
interval. There can be no doubt of his ability 
tofdischarge satisfactorily the most important 
administrative functions, and from that point 
of view his appointment is a national gain. 
Four important members of the Liberal Party 
have now been drafted into the ranks of official- 
dom: Count Itagaki, Mr. Hoshi, Mr. Kame- 
nosuke, and Mr. Kurihara. It will of course 
be a disappointment to Mr. Kurino, now Japan- 
ese Representative in Washington, to exchange 
his present post for that of Minister in Rome. 
So far as emoluments and nominal posi- 
tion are concerned, there is no difference 
between the legations in Rome and Washington, 
but of course there is a considerable difference 
in practical importance. The three principal 
diplomatic posts in the Japanese service are 
London, Washington, and St. Petersberg. After 
them come Berlin, Paris, Rome, and Vienna, in 
that order. Mr. Kurino has been eminently 
successful in the United States. He has prov- 
ed himself a thoroughly able official, and isa 
social favourite. Moreover, we believe that he 
had just made arrangements for Mrs. Kurino’s 
residence in Washington, so that, from every 
point of view, he will probably regret his trans- 
fer to Rome. But we imagine that he will 
ultimately be a gainer by the move, |. ~ 
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FAPANESE FEMALE EDUCATION OF 


10-DAF. 
ee eee 

The happy méan seents at last to have been 
reached in the education of Japanese females. 
Scarcely more than a decade ago, remarks the 
Waseda Literary Magasine, female education 
in Japan wore a lively aspect, being distinguish- 
ed by features alien to the country and repellant 
to parents and middle-aged people. Everything 
savouring of foreign origin was assiduously en- 
couraged, the coiffures of girls and young ladies 
were done up after the European fashion, their 
short, slender bodies were draped in costumes 
fashioned after Western garments, and from 
their mouths proceeded a jargon resembling 
half-assimilated English. ‘The assertion of 
women’s rights, free marriage, total abolition of 
licensed prostitution, improvement in the habits 
aud customs of Japanese women, were loud'y 
proclaimed in lectures and discussed in educa- 
tional journals. The Tokyo Femnle Normal 
School led the way in inangurating the change 
in the matter of head-dress by obliging its stu- 
dents to dress their hair after the foreign style. 
The Nobles’ School for girls drew up certain rules 
as to foreign clothing, the Tokyo Higher Girl's 
School changed the subject matter of its lessons 
in house-keeping, basing them on the Western 
style, with the single exception of sewing; 
while in Kyoto women in general were indirectly 
forbidden to shave their eye-brows or blacken 
their teeth. In fact, the Western manner of 
female education was enthusiastically adopted, 
and created a considerable agitation in the 
Otherwise peaceful routine of female circles. 
The term “female student” came to be re- 
garded as synonymous with a forward girl, and 
little by lithe murmurs were raised against the 
new system of education. Inabouttwo or three 
years the craze reached its height and then 
reaction set in, driving the current of female 
education into an entirely different channel. 
Then the voice of conservatism became para- 
mount, and every one was for upholding the 
principle of “‘ Kokusui-hozon” (preservation of 
national excellences). At this juncture a long 
series of scandalous stories regarding female 
students began to appear in the Vomtiuri, one 
of the favourite journals of the higher middle 
class, and parents in the country vied with 
each other in recalling their daughters from their 
schuols in Tokyo. Another potent cause that 
led to the discredit of the new method of educa- 
tion was the fact that it taught Japan's daugh- 
ters accomplishments far removed from the re- 
quirements of Japanese house-keeping ; so that 
collision of ideas in almost everything frequent- 
ly occurred between the girls and their elders. 
“Female students” were a species of new wo- 
men quite incomprehensible to elderly matrons, 
The Jatter set their face against marrying their 
sons to such women, and it was no rare thing 
for young couples to be rudely seperated owing 
to incompatabilily of temper between the young 
wife and the mother-in-law, the voice of the 
mother being still very influential in all domes- 
tic matters in Japan. This prejudice against 
the ‘‘new woman ” is still very strong in the 
country, where a daughter, when she has gone 
through a common school course, goes to no 
other scholastic institution but trains herself at 
home in the arts of house-keeping and sewing. 
In a more advanced family the higher education 
of daughters is attained by means of the Chan- 
tauguan magazines. Inthe more refined and 
decorative branches of education, the original 
tea-ceremonial, floral-arrangement, and Japan- 
ese music are taught, and a girl who has passed 
through a common school course, can sew, 
arrange flowers, play on the £o/0, and under- 
stands the rigid and rather tedious tea-ceremo- 
nial, is now considered as most highly accom- 
plished. 





TREATY REVISION. 
-- ° 

We learn that the negotiations for treaty re- 
vision have been concluded with Sweden and 
Norway, and that the treaty will probably be 
signed in a few days. 


THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 
Seca a 

The National Unionists have issued a report 
upon the part they played in the last session of 
the Diet. The report is of tremendous length, 
covering 93 pages of ordinary print: we therefore 
confine ourselves to the most interesting points, 
namely, the introduction of the famous resolu- 
tion and its subsequent withdrawal. The party 
declares that it observed many things in the 
domestic and foreign policy of the Cabinet of 
which it could not approve, but were obliged to 
forbear at the commencement of the session 
from taking any steps calculated to impeach the 
Cabinet, as that would have interfered with the 
enactment of various measures of urgent im- 
portant in the sequel of the war. When, how- 
ever, alarming intelligence reached Tokyo of the 
coup @étdt in Soul, the result of which was 
deemed to nullify the influence that Japan 
had attained in the peninsula as the price of an 
enormous expenditure of blood and treasure, the 
party could not pass the matter by in silence. 
It therefore resolved on Feb. 15 thata resolution 
calling the Cabinet to account should be intro- 
duced in the Diet. Then the Diet was suspended 
fora few days. As the term of the Diet's suspen- 
sion was about to expire, Viscount Shinagawa 
warmly expressed his desire to secure the 
successful passage .of all the important Go- 
vernment measures, while at the same time 
the Government gave signs that they were not 
unwilling to calmly reflect on all that had been 
done. The Resolution was therefore attempted 
to be withdrawn on the day the Diet resumed 
work. The Empire has attained in the last two 
years to a position unprecedented in its history, 
and the Unionists steadily kept in view the 
paramount importance of expanding the national 
armainent, and the development of national in- 
dustry and commerce. That was the sole motive 
why the Unionists had originally resolved to in- 
troduce the Resolution and why they eventually 
persuaied themselves to withdraw it. The 
Liberals, however, were strongly opposed tothe 
withdrawal, while the Government, as soon as 
the Resolution was introduced, readily consent- 
ed to a change in the Order of the Day, and 
enabled the Liberals to defeat it by taking 
advantage of a want of vigilance on the part of 
the Unionists. The mean shifts and crafty in- 
trigues thatthe Liberals stooped to make use of 
in this connection were unworthy of true politi- 
cians. But many Liberals who voted for the 
rejection of the Resolution in the House, though 
their action was apparently open to the charge 
of inconsistency, were actuated by a patriotic 
desire to serve the interest of the nation, yet 
the Unionists themselves do not feel any com- 
punction or shame for their part in the matter. 
It is true that their proceedings during the last 
session were more or less open to the charge 
of precipitancy and want of caution, but 
when it is remembered that many of the long 
cherished hopes of the party are about to be 
realized, it finds much to afford consolation. 
The increase of the people’s burdens as the re- 
sult of Japan growth in national status and the 
augmentation of the national expenditure, is 
much to be regretted, but the Party believes 
that the loyal people of this Empire will not 
hesitate to cheerfully bear this additional bur- 
den for their country’s sake. 





ALLEGED PURCHASE OF A COPPER 


MINE BY A FOREIGN FIRM. 
—_——_—- +>—- — oe oe 

The Chuo Shimbun says that Messrs. Oppen- 
heimer & Brothers of Yokohama have purchased 
the Mutoyama copper mine, in the Onsen Divi- 
sion of Tamatsukuri District, Miyagi Pre- 
fecture. The transaction, it is added, has been 
effected through the Firm’s Japanese clerk Mr. 
Wada Jotaro, and a silk merchant, Mr. Yumoto. 
On making enquiry at the Yokohama office of 
the firm, the representative of the Fapan Mail 
was informed that there was no truth in the re- 
port, and was given authority to contradict it. 
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BOWING BEFORE 7HE EMPEROR'S 


PICTURE. 

aca ig e 

With reference to the interesting question of 

bowing before the Emperor’s picture, Dr. M. E. 

Paul sends the following letter to the Kobe 

Chronicle, but want of space has hitherto pre- 
vented our reproducing it :— 


Sir,—-At the conclusion of the letter published in 
your issue of the 25th March, “‘Y.” writes, ‘' In the Sen- 
dai case there was no necessity for the individual who 
made the foolish fuss either to be present, or, being 
present, to insult custom by ignorant non-acquiesence.” 
It appears to me that your correspondent is doubly in 
error, first in fact, and secondly in opinion, 

First as to the fact—the necessity for attendance, 
I was myself for two years English teacher at the School 
at which the recent trouble occurred. When the first 
of these ceremonies was about to take place, I received 
a notice of the fact, concluding with the words, “ You 
are required to attend,” A similar notice was sent me 
on several subsequent occasions, but the practice was 
finally discontinued, being found unnecessary, I sup- 
pose, in view of my regular attendance at the cere= 
monies. It came upon me as a surprise, some time 
after } had left the school, to learn that the foreign 
teachers of the Government Schools in Sokyo hebitu- 
ally absented themselves from these ceremonies, and 
that their right to so absent themselves was recogniz- 
ed by the authorities If at the Second Higher Mid- 
dle School the practicé of requiring foreign teachers 
to attend the ceremonies has been continued, and 
there seems to be no reason to suppose the contrary, 
the gentleman in question could not have absented 
himself withoul a breach of duty. 

Secondly; as to the opinion, I cannot but think '* Y.” 
in error in speaking of the refusal to bow before the 
Emperor’s portrait as a ‘‘ foolish fuss.” I myself, in- 
deed, did not regard the act of bowing before the Em- 
peror’s portrait as an act of religious worship; but had 
I so regarded it, 1 should most unquestionably have 
refused to perform it, It seemed to me, however, that 
it was a ceremonial indication of respect forthe ruler of 
the country, similar to the uncovering of the head in 
the English House of Parliament when the Queen’s 
Speech is read, and that as such it would have been 
gratuitous discourtesy in me to refuse to share in it, 
But since ! left the school I have heard this question 
more fully discussed, and I am inclined now to think 
that the act of bowing before the Emperor’s portrait 
ts officially regarded asa religious ceremony. [am 
certainly unaware of any official statement that it is 
not so regarded; and the very fact, communicated 
by “Y.,” that an official order exists exempting 
foreigners from the obligation of bowing before the 
Emperor’s picture, seems fair primd facie evidence 
that the act is a religious one, In any case, in the 
absence of an official statement to the contrary, a 
Christian is surely justified in regarding the act as 
idolatrous, an Agnostic in regarding it as having reli- 
gious significance, and so regarding it, it is the right, 
I should even say the duty, of Christian and Agnostic 
alike to abstain from performing it. 

You, Sir, will not suspect me of writing this letter 
to show my sympathy with those whom “ Y.”’ calls 
“ missionary bigots.’’ But why should the missionary 
question be introduced into this controversy? 1 
suppose because, like Charles the [irst’s head in the 
literary efforts of Mr. Dick, it cannot be kept out. 
But the question concerns the conduct of an English 
teacher at a Japanese Government School, and the 
significance of an act which, #% religious, would be 
obnoxious to the sincere convictions alike of Chrise 
tian, Jew, Turk, and Infidel. If to have sincere con- 
victions. and to act upon them, is to bea bigot, then 
the more bigots the better. As ‘‘ Y.’’ uses it, '' bigot ” 
is a ‘‘question begging term.” ‘The proper use of 
the term is to deseribe a man who would drastically 
regulate, not his own conduct merely, but that of 
those who differ from him, in accordance with his 
private convictions. 

Believe me, yours truly, 





Maurice Epren Paut. 

Nagasaki, March 28th, 3896. 

Dr. Paul labours under a misapprehension, we 
think, as to the necessity of attending the cere- 
monies in question, Evidently attendance was 
required in the early days of his own residence 
in Sendai, but we cannot endorse his inference 
that the school authorities ceased to send hima 
summons because the regularity of his atten- 
dance induced them to consider that step super- 
fluous. They ceased to send a summons be- 
cause allendance ceased to be necessary. It is 
not now necessary. On that point we have the 
written testimony of one of the present teachers, 
who «id not himself attend on the occasion 
when the picture incident occurred. 

As to the significance of the act of bowing 
before a portrait of the Emperor, we have 
again and again consulted Japanese friends, 
official and private, and have invariably been 
told that no idea of worship is involved. Ac- 
cording to Japanese notions, the act is simply 
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one of respectful courtesy. If there be among 
foreigners men that find themselves unable to 
dissociate the performance from an idolatrous 
manifestation, their only course is to absent 
themselves on occasions involving the danger. 
Every one must take the guidance of his own 
conscience. For the rest, we are not aware 
that any official order exists exempting fo- 
reigners from bowing before the Emperor's 
picture. Butif such an order does exist, we 
should certainly hesitate to regard it as ‘‘ prima 
facie evidence that the act is a religious one.” 
Is it not rather a concession to the prejudice 
that several foreigners have already displayed 
in the matter, and a precaution against repeti- 
tion of the troubles that have been caused by 
that prejudice? We ourselves go a step far- 
ther, for we believe that if the students of the 
Sendai Upper School considered it a religious 
act to bow before the Sovereign’s picture, on 
occasions of ceremony, they would never re- 
sent a foreigner’s objection to performing~ that 
act. It is precisely became they see no religion 
at all in the matter, viewing it simply as a mark 
of respectful courtesy, that they show annoy- 
ance at a foreigner’s refusal to do as they do, 
and at the erroneous fancy that they themselves 
are idolaters. 





CONTRIBUTIONS B¥ NOBLES TO 


ZHE WAR FUND. 
ae 

We read in the Fei Shimpo that the sums 
contributed by the nobles to the War Office 
Fund during the War amounted to 151,268.56 
yen, and that the contributors numbered 67, 
the average thus being 2,257 yen, in round 
figures. ‘hat does not seem much, but it has 
to be remembered that the Japanese nobles are 
far from being a wealthy class, and that a con- 
tribution of 2,257 yen means fully half a year’s 
income in the case of many of them. When 
the war broke out, and before it became known 
that the Government intended to issue a war 
loan, there was talk of a general contribution 
by all classes, the subscriptions not to carry 
interest. No doubt, had that course been pur- 
sued, a very large sum would have been put up. 
Eighty million yes was freely spoken of, and, 
indeed, at a meeting held by leading residents 
of Tokyo, that amount was estimated as likely 
to be forthcoming. Our readers may remember 
that, by an exaggeration not unnatural at the 
time, it was generally believed that 80 million 
yen had actually been promised. But the truth 
is that before the promoters of the meeting could 
take any definite steps towards the realization 
of their purpose, they received information that 
the Government deemed it more advisable to 
issue interest bearing war bonds from time to 
time in whatever amounts might be required, 
and the idea of a general contribution was 
abandoned. Nevertheless, considerable sums 
were subscribed in that form for both naval and 
military purposes, the aggregate, if we remem- 
ber rightly, being about 4 million yen. 








COUNT OKUMA AND KOBE. 
——____—<@—-___ 


Count Okuma, according to the Vomiurs 
Shimbun, has been saying some very pleasant 
things to the people of Kobe. Ata party given 
to welcome him on the 23rd ultimo, he is said 
to have spoke as follows :—‘‘ Kobe grows year 
by year, and is about to surpass Yokohama. 
In former days Tokyo derived much prosperity 
from the large retail trade done with the retain- 
ers of the feudal chiefs residing there, and in 
recent years it has prospered as the seat of Go- 
vernment, Yokohama sharing its prosperity. 
But Osaka is the centre of the country’s manu- 
factures and commerce. It grows naturally 
with the development of trade, and Kobe shares 
its growth. From a tradal point of view Tokyo 
is far inferior to Osaka, and it follows that Kobe, 
which depends upon Osaka for its growth, will 
necessarily outpace Yokohama which depends 
upon Tokyo. Already, if we except the busi- 
ness of exporting silk, Kobe is ahead of Yoko- 
hama, and that it will become a world-market 
hereafter, the volume of its imports and exports 
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being measured by hundreds of millions, seems 
certain. The people of Kobe must make up 
their minds to enter the arena of commercial 
competition with all countries.” 








MR. OTANI ON TEA. 
——— 
The Oriental Economist prints an interview 
that a representative had with Mr. Otani, the 
leading tea merchant of Yokohama, on the sub- 
ject of the tea industry. Tea manufacture, Mr. 
Otani confesses, is still very imperfect, owing 
to the ignorance of Japanese manufacturers ot 
foreign taste. Manufacturers in Japan have 
left the firing and packing of tea to resident 
merchants from the very outset, until it has 
come about that tea, no matter how excellentin 
quality, has to undergo re-firing at Yokohama or 
Kobe. Japanese tea before it reaches the latter 
ports is in a half-manufactured state. There is 
no question that Japanese tea must be im- 
proved in quality, and that before long. A 
law issued by the United States Government 
in 1883 against the import of deteriorated 
tea was a signal to teamen in Japan that 
urgent steps must be taken to improve the 
quality of their output. In that year the prin- 
cipal tea manufacturers and merchants of 
Japan held an extraordinary general meeting at 
Kobe to discuss the best way of lifting the in- 
dustry from its low level. The result of that 
meeting appeared next year in the form of the 
Tea-Guild Regulations. In 1887, a Govern- 
ment notification dealing with the matter in a 
comprehensive form was issued. These 
efforts of the tea men and the Government have 
acted more or less beneficially in Shizuoka, 
where marked improvement has been achieved. 
Points in which improvemeht is now needed 
are as follow:—1. Drying; (2) preserving 
from impregnation with smoke; (3) steam- 
ing ; (4) storage; (5) adulteration of new tea 
with old; (6) discontinuance of the practice of 
picking leaves grown after the 3rd picking; (7) 
discontinuing the manufacture of inferior kinds 
of tea. Inferior teas mentioned in the 7th clause 
are mostly manufactured in Mino and northern 
Ise and are sold for mixing with tea of a superior 
quality. This mixing impairs the reputation of 
Japanese tea, and should be positively discon- 
tinued. Mr. Otani is not sanguine that Japan- 
ese merchants can for some time (to come fire 
and pack teas for foreign export, seeing how 
much improvement is needed in the earlier 
stages. Nor could they hope to obtain the 
credit that is given to foreigners by their clients 
in the West, to which difficulty must be added 
the fact that they are very indifferent judges of 
Western taste. 





BALL IN YOROHAMA. 
—————»—___——_ 

On Tuesday evening, the Superintendent of 
Customs at Yokohama and Madame Okoshi 
gave a ball at the Custom House. The whole 
of the spacious building was thrown open for 
the occasion, and the decorations being very 
pretty, the floor of the dancing room in excellent 
order, and all the arrangements perfectly or- 
ganized, the affair proved a brilliant success. 
Among features specially admired, we may 
meation a revolving transparency, the upper 
half showing Japanese scenery, the lower, street 
life ; and the programmes were delicate, dainty 
little objects, fan-shaped, the dances printed 
on translucid silk under sepia sketches, some 
humorous, some soft and beautiful. Supper 
was served immediately on the conclusion of 
the fifth dance, and after a brief interval the 
programme was resumed, the remaining seven 
numbers being concluded at about 1 a.m. 





THE PRINCE IMPERIAL. 
——_—_-~>—_—_ --- 


His Imperial Highness Prince Haru, having 
recovered his health, returned to Tokyo on the 
25th instant from Numadzu, where he had been 
sojourning for some time. The Prince looks 
thinner than he did a few months ago, but seems 
to be otherwise quite restored. His likeness to 
the Emperor grows stronger every year. 





SFAPANS FOREIGN COMMERCE. 
—____~¢@—_____—- 

The import and export trade of Japan, says 
the Chuo, now aggregates more than 300 mil- 
lion yen, and only 20 per cent. of this business 
is undertaken by Japanese merchants. The 
foreign trade of Japan may therefore he said 
to be carried on virtually by foreigners. Of the 
steamers engaged in foreign trade only 1to per 
cent. are owned by Japanese. In fact, as 
the three essentials for carrying on foreign 
trade, that is to say, transportation, bank- 
ing, and insurance, are still in a very in- 
fantile stage, it is not to be wondered at 
that Japan is obliged to depend upon fo- 
reigners for conducting the major portion of her 
foreign trade. In the three causes mentioned 
above, however, more or less difference in re- 
spect of relative development exists. Trans- 
portation, especially since the Japan-China 
War, and banking facilities, are much better 
than they were, but with the sole exception of a 
branch office of the Tokyo Marine Insurance 
Company in London, no other establishment of 
its kind is conducted by Japanese in foreign 
lands. There are at present only three Japanese 
mercantile establishments worthy of the name in 
London, the branch offices of the Okura-gumi, 
the Takata Shokai, and the Mitsui Bussan Kai- 
sha. Only after experiencing considerable 
difficulty and undergoing severe trials these well- 
known Tokyo firms succeeded in establish- 
ing their branch offices in the commercial 
centre of the world. One thing to which the 
Chuo wishes to call the special attention of the 


Government and the public in this connection, 


is the absolute necessity for cordial céoperation 
between all firms engaged in banking and 
(transportation. They must extend as much 
help as possible to Japanese merchants engaged 
in foreign trade. The Government should avail 
itself of the services of these merchants when- 
ever it can. In 1880, the late Prince Sanjo, 
then at the head of the Government, issued 
private instructions to various Departments of 
State that in future foreign articles required by 
the Government should be procured as much 
as possible through the medium of Japanese 
importers. From that time a Foreign Articles 
Office was specially established in the Treasury, 
where information on machines and other things 
required by the Departments of State were col- 
lected and from which orders were sent to Japan- 
ese merchants. The three Japanese offices in 
London were thus enabled to establish them- 
selves through the timely help extended by the 
Government. But Prince Sanjo’s injunction has 
not been strictly adhered to by all the Govern- 
ment offices, the most noteworthy in this respect 
being the Railway Bureau, which procured rails, 
plant, and rolling stock through the medium 
of Messrs. Malcom, Brunker, & Co. Had the 
Bureau availed itself of the services of Japanese 
importers, it would have been possible for three 
or four other merchants to have opened branches 
in Londom, The Railway Bureau has since dis- 
continued this vicious system and now gives its 
orders to Japanese importers, but the Depart- 
ments of War and the Navy have made a new 
departure. Instead of giving their orders to 
Japanese merchants as before, they are now 
specially sending officers abroad to make pur- 
chases for them. The Chuo contends that as 
the officers can never hope to get things cheaper 
than would Japanese importers, this new step 
will simply involve additional expense in the 
shape of travelling bills. Another evil has inci- 
dentally resulted from this new course. Foreign 
manufacturing firms that had appointed Japan- 
ese merchants or corporations as their special 
agents in Japan, seeing that the Departments 

f State prefer sending officers abroad to pur- 
chase what material they require, have come to 
the conclusion that there is no need to keep 
agents in Japan, and have therefore abolished 
them. In fact, the action of the Departments 
has discredited Japanese merchants in the eyes 
of European firms. The Chuo ventilates these 
alleged grievances in two long leading articles. 
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continued to essay single-handed the im- 
possible task of introducing reforms in 
the face of obstinate opposition that she 
possessed no authority to crush. Under 
such circumstances, her failure was a 
foregone conclusion, but it would have 
been an incomparably less embarrassing 
failure had not Viscount MIURA’S dis- 
graceful proceedings deprived his country 
of her sole remaining source of authority, 
the credit of good intentions, and driven 
the King of KoREA to throw himself into 
Russia’s arms. Japan had then to chose 
between attempting to eliminate Russia’s 
newly acquired influence, or accepting 
her as a partner in the Korean business. 
The former course could not have been 
seriously adopted without accepting risks 
that Japan is not yet strong enough to face. 
The latter offered the great advantage of 
bringing within the control of mutual 
agreement the very Power whose south- 
ward growth constituted Japan’s prime 
source of anxiety on account of Korea. 
No one can be surprised at Japan’s selec- 
tion. As to Great Britain, it must be 
assumed that some assurance, whether 
direct or indirect, has been obtained of her 
acquiescence in this arrangement. What 
chiefly interests England is that an aggres- 
sive and commercially exclusive Power 
should not obtain a position commanding 
her tradal routes with China, or compelling 
her to maintain a largely increased naval 
force in the Pacific. To provide against 
such contingencies it is not necessary that 
she should keep Russia out of Korea. 
There are other correctives that can be 
applied to the situation, and it may be 
assumed that England will not hesitate to 
apply them should she deem it expedient. 
Besides, the partnership now entered into 
between Japan and Russia converts each 
empire into an obstacle to the other’s 
encroachments in the peninsula. How 
the compact will eventuate we do not 
clearly foresee, but assuredly it does 
not bring Korea within closer range of 
either Russia’s grasp or Japan’s, though 
it does seem to sacrifice the little King- 
dom’s independence in the interests of 
the agreement’s permanence, since the 
less autonomy granted to Korea the 
better can the futictions of her two guar- 
dians be practically balanced. From that 
point of view fate has been ironical to 
Germany and France. They interfered 
last Spring avowedly in behalf of Korea’s 
independence, and their interference has 
led directly to a situation in which that 
independence becomes a vanishing quan- 
tity. The great gains are that the dan- 
ger, hitherto very imminent, of complica- 
tions ominous to the peace of the East, 
has been dispelled, temporarily at all 
events, and that Korea will no longer be 
able to evade reform by invoking the 
jealousies of rival Powers. As for the 




























































RUSSIA AND $APAN IN KOREA. 


HERE is no longer any room to ques- 

tion the fact that the bases of an un- 
derstanding have been arranged between 
Russia and Japan with regard to the 
Korean question. Nothing in the shape 
of a treaty hds been concluded, or will be 
concluded. The agreement will probably 
be embodied in diplomatic notes, and 
even these, we believe, have not yet been 
definitely drafted. Still the Governments 
of St. Petersburg and Tokyo have cer- 
tainly arrived at an entente, the gist of 
which is that the two Powers agree to act 
in concert for the purpose of preserving 
order in Korea. _ Presumably the under- 
standing extends to the stationing of 
troops in the peninsula, but on that point 
there does not yet appear to be any con- 
clusive arrangement. It must have been 
evident for many months that an issue of 
this kind impended. The three Powers 
chiefly interested in Korea’s future are 
China, Japan, and Russia, the interest of 
the last, though remote as compared with 
that of the other two, being nevertheless 
sufficiently strong to warrant her in claim- 
ing a voice in any final settlement relating 
to the peninsula. ‘That fact was fully re- 
cognised by the Japanese nation when the 
three Powers interfered to bring about 
the retrocession of Liaotung, so that, of 
the three, Russia’s action provoked least 
umbrage as being most explicable. Japan 
was willing, at the outset, to cdoperate 
with China in the task of educating the 
Korean people’s faculty for independence, 
and relieving the Orient from the constant 
menace that Korean disorders offered to its 
tranquillity. But China having not only re- 
fused Japan’s proposals but also decided to 
forcibly obstruct their consummation, war 
ensued, with results that placed the penin- 
sula at the mercy of Japan. To preserve 
the little Kingdom, however, against any 
renewed attempts to establish Chinese 
suzerainty, it was strategically essential 
that Japan should command the northern 
littoral of the Yellow Sea, the Yalu, and 
the maritime route to the Gulf of Pechili. 
On the other hand, were she established 
in that position, the fate of Korea would 
plainly be in her keeping, and it was 
because Russia could not suffer such a 
conjuncture that the Government in St. 
Petersburg negotiated the triple-power 
veto, before which Japan had to bow. 
From that moment it became evident that 
Korea’s destiny had passed from Japan’s 
keeping, and that the only practical hope 
of maintaining the independence of the 
Peninsular Kingdom was cooperative ac- 
tion on the part of Russia, Germany, 
France, and Japan. Japanese statesman- 
ship would have displayed great wisdom 
had it hastened to adopt that view—a 
view that did not lack exponents at the 


time, and could undoubtedly have secured| political opponents of the Japanese Go- 5 a Mail 
. : : : i s, Messrs. Coode, Son, an athew, in 

the adhesion of the Powers concerned. vernmen’ se goes without saying that they coniinciion with Sir Charles Hartley, to make 

But the opportunity passed, and Japan will pervert this incident into a fresh proof a preliminary survey of the Woosung Bar, so that 


of the Cabinet’s weakness in foreign 
affairs. If they would have fought against 
a league of three Great European Powers 
for the sake of holding Liaotung, they 
will be still more incensed that one of 
those Powers should have been recognis- 
ed as possessing equal rights with Japan 
in Korea. 


THE SHANGHAI CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE & SIR CLAUDE 
MACDONALD. 


—_—_—_____- 
HE representations made to Sir 


CLAUDE MACDONALD by a deputation 
of the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce on 
the occasion of the new Minister’s pass- 
ing though Shanghai en route for Pekin, 
contain much that is interesting. 


One of the most important questions affecting 
foreign trade is the Likin Tax levied by the 
Chinese, a subject which the Chamber has already 
laid before the Diplomatic Body, but quite recent- 
ly foreigners of British and other nationalities have 
largely invested capital in Cotton Mills and other 
industrial factories, and there is some uncertainty 
as tothe taxation of their products, and as the 
Japanese Commercial Treaty, which was expected 
to deal with this matter, is far from being cone 
cluded, foreign merchants feel that a speedy set- 
tlement of the question is very desirable. 

Altogether independently of this Commercial 
Treaty, industrial machinery was imported under 
lonpy existing Treaty rights, but for purposes of 
theic own the Chinese authorities imposed many 
vexatious obstructions against importation. A 
test case was tried by a foreign firm, Messrs. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co., and thanks to the 
energies of Mr. Consul Jamieson and the support 
given by the British Minister, the obstruction of 
the Chinese officials was just about to be overcome, 
when the terms of the Shimonoseki Treaty ac- 
cidentally supplied them with the motive for giving 
way on all points atonce. I mention this point 
because it is mistakenly supposed that the im- 
portation of industrial machinery is due to the 
Japanese, but this is far from being the case, as it 
was due to our assertion of our just treaty rights, 
won many years ago, and on the same grounds we 
look for protection of our industries when in full 
working order, and that no advantages shall be 
granted to native manufactories which are not 
equally allowed to those under foreign auspices, 
and we confidently hope that you, H.B.M.’s Mini- 
ster, will firmly support our rights. 

In the case of merchandise from the interior, the 
Treaties as they stand only provide for the ap- 
plication of the Transit Pass system to produce if 
bond fide intended for shipment to a foreign port, 
but in view of the starting of large manufactories 
at the ports, it is necessary that the privileges for 
Transit Pass be extended to produce brought from 
the interior for use in the factories: this privilege 
has for some years been nominally extended to the 
bringing down of silk cocoons to the Shanghai 
Filatures, but is entirely negatived by the imposi- 
tion of a “ growers’ tax,” levied by the Chinese 
authorities on the producers or sellers in the in- 
terior, and which amounts to four or five times the 
amount of the likin.’ It is necessary that proper 
safe-guards be taken against the levying of any 
such irregular taxation. 

The method of issuing Transit Passes now in 
vogue is one that hampers trade to a very great 
extent, but the Chamber have recently received a 
despatch on this question from the Diplomatic 
Body through the Board of Consuls, which une 
fortunately shows that the high Chinese author ities 
will concede no facilities as desired, through a te- 
vision of the existing tegulations is urgently 
needed. All we ask is that Transit Passes should 
be issued directly by the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, without needless delay of having to apply 
tothe Taotai. The Chamber have also addressed 
the Board of Consuls on the subjects of the River 
Conservancy and the Yangtze Regulations, both 
of which have important bearings on foreign trade, 
and foreign merchants look forward to the good 
offices of the Diplomatic Body in obtaining for 
them the reforms which they anxiously desire. I 
ain glad to be in a position to inform Your Excel- 
lency that, after long delay, the Chamber have 
been able to make arrangements with the eminent 
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they will be able to lay before the Chinese Go- 
vernment a comprehensive and practical scheme 
for removal of a great obstruction to the trade of 
this port, which inflicts on shipowners continual 
expense and is a source of constant danger to 
navigation, 

A proposal has already gone to Pekin for the 
extension of the Settlement of Shanghai, which is 
rendered necessary on sanitary grounds, and for 
preserving order and good government. It has 
been incontestably proved that the Chinese appre- 
ciate our Municipal control, and owing to the 
enormous increase of the native population, there 
is a great danger of overcrowding unless all build- 
ings in the immediate neighbourhood of the present 
Settlement are placed under Municipal supervi- 
sion; and the extension of the present limils is so 
urgently needed that we hope the proposal made 
for it will receive all the support Your Excellency 
can give it. 

The Revision of the Land Regulations is also a 
very important matter. Some twelve yeais ago a 
draft of Revised Regulations was fotwarded to 
Pekin, but was lost siplt of by the FBoreign 
Ministers and nothing has since been heard of 
them, though much time, care, and money were 
expended by the foreign community in drawing 
them up. The great change that has taken place 
in the Settlement within the last few years has 
rendered a further revision necessary, and a diaft 
of the proposed Regulations will be forwarded to 
Pekin shortly, the principal object sought being 
that of obtaining for the Municipal Council better 
means of control of the Settlement; of furthering 
sanitary weasures, and also of affording them 
power to widen the streets, and we sincerely hope 
that the newly Revised Regulations will meet with 
the approval of the Foreign Ministers. 


The British Postal authorities cecently suggest. 
ed that when the present mail contract with the 
P. & O. Company expires in 1898, Hongkong 
should be made the terminal pout instead of 
Shanghai; against this suggestion the Chamber 
has already protested as being calculated to 
materially affect wot only British interests, but 
generally the foreign trade of this post. 


The portions of the above to which spe- 
cial interest attaches for people in Japan 
are those relating to manufacturing indus. 
tries in China and to /Z:Ain. The Chairman 
of the Chamber, Mr. A.P. MACEWEN, refer- 
ring to the former point, explains that the 
Shimonoseki Treaty was not really requir- 
ed to overcome the opposition of the 
Chinese Government to the importation 
of foreign machinery. ‘ The obstruction of 
the Chinese officials,” he says, ‘was just 
about to be overcome when the terms of 
the Shimonoseki Treaty accidentally sup- 
plied them with a motive for giving way 
on all points at once.” There is a strange 
reluctance to give any credit to the 
negotiators of the Shimonoseki Treaty. 
The Chairman of the Shanghai Chamber 
of Commerce seems to regard as a mere 
accident the provision securing to fo- 
reigners the privilege of engaging in 
manufacturing enterprise in China. He 
declares the privilege to be a ‘‘ just Treaty 
right, won many years ago.” If his view 
be correct, it must be confessed that the 
difficulty experienced by HER MAJESTY’S 
Representative in obtaining practical re- 
cognition of the right is not easy to ex- 
plain. At all events, itis manifest that 
whatever disposition exists to depreciate 
the work of Japan’s statesmen at Shimo- 
noseki, their subsequent negotiations in 
Pekin have hitherto been relied upon by 
foreign merchants to deal with a question 
that vitally concerns the success of the new 
industries—the question of /&in. Strange 
to say, the Japan Mail has been the only 
journal in the Far East that recognised 
and pointed out the potentiality of Chin- 


ese officials to manipulate transit taxes in 
such a manner as to kill foreign industrial 
enterprise in China. Stranger still, not 
the smallest reference was made to this 
subject in the prospectuses issued by the 
projectors of the recently organized cot- 
ton-spinning companies, or at any of the 
meetings of shareholders. It almost seems 
as though no account was taken of the dif- 
ficulty until after the companies had been 
organized. Mr. MACEWEN points out that, 
in the case of raw silk for the Shanghai 
filatures, the privilege, nominally granted, 
of being placed on the same footing as 
bond fide exports, and thus exempted from 
arbitrary /zkin, proved valueless in prac- 
tice owing to the imposition of a ‘growers’ 
tax” “four or five times the amount of 
the likin.’ Presumably reference is here 
made to the Conventional provision limit- 
ing the /s#s, in the case of produce in- 
tended for export abroad, to one half of 
the export duty. At any rate, that is the 
most favourable construction that the Chair- 
man’s words will bear, and, construing 
them thus, it is seen that the silk-reelers 
had to pay on their raw material a tax 
amounting to more than twice the export 
duty. Here, then, is a case offering prac- 
tical evidence of the danger threatening 
the cotton-spinning enterprise so cour- 
ageously inaugurated by foreigners in 
Shanghai. The question is, can the Chi- 
nese Government be required to guarantee 
raw cotton against such inland duties on 
its way to the Shanghai mills? Mr. MAc- 
EWEN, representing the Shanghai Cham- 
ber of Commerce, is evidently disposed to 
answer in the affirmative. He classes 
among “ just treaty rights” the principle 
that “no advantage shall be granted to 
native manufactories which are not equally 
allowed to those under foreign auspices.” 
That doctrine would lead us a long way. 
Suppose, for example, that Chinese capi- 
talists established cotton mills in the dis- 
tricts where raw cotton is produced, and 
sold their fabrics locally, thus avoiding 
transit dues altogether, could it be fairly 
contended that cotton for foreign-owned 
mills at the treaty ports must therefore be 
exempted from all /&iz on its way from 
the interior? In such matters we cannot 
see that foreigners, whose sphere of opera- 
tions is distinctly limited by treaty, are 
entitled to be placed on the same footing 
as natives to whom no such limitations 
apply. Then, again, the Chinese Govern- 
ment might contend, with much show of 
justice, that since the treaties secure to 
it a fixed revenue from all cotton yarns 
supplied to its subjects by foreigners, it 
cannot properly be obliged to forego that 
revenue because foreigners see their way 
to a greater profit by manufacturing the 
yaros in China. On _ those grounds, 
the yarns spun in Shanghai might be 
required to pay the same duty as yarns 
imported from abroad, but surely Chi- 
nese mill-owners would not necessarily 
be liable to a similar impost? Further, 
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in view of the fact that a special Conven- 
tion supplementing the original treaties, 
was needed to secure a special transit 
pass system for staples of foreign trade, 
and since, in the case of Chinese products 
carried from the interior to the treaty 
ports, that system is explicitely limited to 
produce ‘‘ bond fide intended for shipment 
abroad,” it can not possibly be claimed 
that the extension of the same system to 
produce not intended for exportation is a 
privilege conferred by the original treaties. 
The whole question bristles with diffi- 
culties, and they ought to be thoroughly 
understood before the public mind is edu- 
cated to believe that the British Repre- 
sentative in Pekin need only invoke the 
treaties to secure an unlimited supply of 
cheap raw cotton for the Shanghai mills. 
That hallucination would not be fair either 
to the Minister or to the shareholders. 
We apprehend that this problem is des- 
tined to prove even more difficult of satis- 
factory solution than was that of the 
starting of foreign industrial enterprise 
in China. 


THE NATIONAL UNIONISTS. 
————_—————__—— 

HE very definite declaration of the 

National Unionists with reference to 
Count ITAGAKI’S entry into the Cabinet, 
has, of course, attracted much attention. 
Although a comparatively small party, the 
Unionists wield considerable power owing 
to the absence of preponderating strength 
on the side of either the Liberals (¥zyz-zo) 
or the Progressionists (Shimpo-to). Im- 
portance consequently attaches to their 
vote, and since their recent action amounts 
to unqualified condemnation of the 
Liberals, and is also accomplished by a 
fresh enunciation of unaltering opposition 
to party Cabinets, they seem, on the one 
hand, to have broken away from the 
Liberals, and, on the other, to have ex- 
cluded themselves definitely from the 
camp of the Progressionists. They be- 
come, in fact, Conservatives, and as such 
have no place in the ranks of either the 
Fiyu-to or the Shimpo-to. Concerning 
their specific accusation that Count 
ITAGAKI’S admission to the Cabinet was 
forced upon the Government—in other 
words, that one of the highest offices of 
State has been seized as the spoils of poli- 
tical warfare—the Opposition journals 
are unaffectedly delighted. They allege 
that the matter will not be suffered to rest 
where it is, and that the National Union- 
ists will insist upon some explanation of 
the Government’s reported statement that 
the Count returns to office, not as the 
leader of a political party, nor by way of 
reward for the services rendered by his 
followers in the Diet, but simply because 
he belongs to the Koshzn, or ‘‘ meritorious 
statesmen ” of the Meg era. It is plain, 
however, that the Unionists are not ina | 
position to demand any explanation, and 
that the Opposition’s hope of a tumult on 
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that score has little foundation. The 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun refers to the matter 
in a somewhat patronizing tone. It 
speaks approvingly of the Unionists’ re- 
solve to support the various measures 
submitted by the Government to the Diet 
in the sequel of the war, and figuratively 
pats them on the back for withdrawing 
their want-of-confidence motion on the 
Korean question, despite the temporary 
discredit attaching to such a confession of 
immature procedure. After this gently 
eulogistic preface, our contemporary pro- 
ceeds to express unbounded astonishment 
at the action of the Unionists in con- 
demning Count ITAGAKI’S admission to 
the Cabinet. It denies emphatically that 
the Count’s portfolio was wrested from the 
Government by a display of political 
menace on the part of the Liberals, and 
declares that the whole nation approves 
the appointment. Indeed, it confesses it- 
self persuaded that the Unionists harbour 
some intentions to which their recent 
circular is only a prelude, and says that it 
abstains from farther criticism pending a 
full explanation. 

The incident is interesting as a politi- 
cal development, no less than curious in 
some of its bearings. The Opposition 
politicians are precluded from condemn- 
ing the fact of Count ITAGAKI’S accession 
to power, because it is distinctly a step 
towards party government, the principal 
plank in their own platform. On the other 
hand, the supporters of the measure are 
precluded from defending it on that 
ground, because they have always insisted 
on the Cabinet’s responsibility to the 
EMPEROR alone. It would seem that the 
National Unionists have displayed con- 
siderable adroitness in utilizing the situa- 
tion as a lever to lift themselves into pro- 
minence, Their circular, denouncing the 
system of party Cabinets and alleging that 
Count ITAGAKI’S admission to office brings 
the country face to face with the worst 
abuse of that system, is plainly an attempt 
to unite all the politicians, in and out of 
office, on the platform of the Constitution. 
Whatever disingenuous twisting of terms 
be essayed by biassed critics, the respon- 
sibility of the Ministers of the CROWN to 
the CROWN alone is unmistakably provided 
in the Constitution, and the right of ap- 
pointing and dismissing officials of all 
yrades is distinctly reserved among the 
Imperial Prerogatives. Hence, when the 
National Unionists allege that a portfolio 
has been obtained under duresse for the 
leader of a political party, and when they 
adduce the fact as an earnest of the impend- 
ing evils of party government, they appeal 
to important sentiments—the sentiment of 
loyalty to defend the Imperial Preroga- 
tives, and the sentiment of conservatism 
to uphold the Constitution. Evidently 
their objectis to widen into a permanent 
breach the ‘‘little rift’? produced in the 
body of officialdom by the ITAGAKI ques- 
tion; a rift, the existence of which may 


be inferred from the hesitation that pre- 
ceded the Count's appointment. That 
this issue would one day become a prin- 
cipal line of political cleavage in Japan, 
no observer could reasonably doubt. So 
far as the National Unionists are concern- 
ed, their only chance of rising into pro- 


minence and becoming the nucleus of a 


great party, is to boldly constitute them- 
selves champions of the Constitutional 
principle. But even though they lacked 
political acumen to grasp the situation, 
others would have done so, sooner or later. 








SCHOOL TROUBLES. 


> petateg tt 

A strike on the part of the students of the 
Normal Schools has been reported from Shi- 
mane and Tokushima Prefectures. The stu- 
dents of the Tokushima institution having been 
dissatisfied with their director for a long time, 
have been secretly revolving means of getting 
rid of him. About a week ago, when the Mini- 
ster of Education was expected to arrive in 
Tokushima on an inspection tour, more than 
go students struck work, and submitted a docu- 
ment to the Governor and to the members of 
the Local Assembly, setting forth thirteen points 
of complaint against the School, the principal 
points being, defective methods of education, 
the employment of incompetent teachers, 
negligence as to sanitary arrangements, and 
incompetence on the part of the Director. 
After they had mailed the documents to the 
above mentioned personsages, they left the 
school, declaring that they would not te- 
turn until they obtained satisfaction. Two 
or three days after this trouble, the secretary 
of the Local Office despatched letters to the 
Headmen of Divisional Offices asking them to 
persuade the students residing in their districts 
to come back to school: next day, the Council- 
lors of the City Office and such of the Local 
Assembly members as were staying in Toku- 
shima, summoned about 80 students from vari- 
ous parts of the city, expostulated with them, 
urging them to resume their studies. The Local 
Governor also took a similar step at the Police 
Office, and on both occasions the recalcitrant 
students promised to obey the behest. The 
Office is perplexed about dealing with this 
gross breach of discipline on the part of 
the students, for though, by way of deteirent, 
the officials are desirous of subjecting the ring- 
leaders to severe punishment, the boys are so 
firmly united that any extreme measure against 
their leaders would inevitably precipitate ano- 
ther strike. 

The trouble at the Shimane Normal School 
was of the same nature, namely, an impertinent 
resolve on the part of the students to dictate to 
their teachers the best methods of education 
and to remove instructors whom they consider- 
ed incapable. This lawless conduct of the 
students provoked the just resentment of the 
Governor. After rebuking them for their 
arbitrary actions, he asked them to say distinctly 
whether they would obey his injunctions and 
resuine their duties. The students replied in 
the affirmative, and thus the trouble was ap- 
parently ended. 


Since writing the above, a telegram has 
reached the Metropolitan papers from Shimane, 
reporting that in consequence of a repetition of 
the students’ insubordinate proceedings, more 
than 60 had been expelled from the school. 
This strict measure taken by the Governor of 
Shimane must ultimately prove highly beneficial 
to the progress of education in that province, 
and indeed thoughout Japan. Students in 
provincial schools, relying on the strength of 
combination, and secretly expecting that the 
local authorities will be deterred from taking 
any radical measure against them, are prone 
to take steps incompatible with any principle 
of subordination or discipline. 
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THE EX-HOME MINISTER OF KOREA 


IN TOKF¥O. 
—_—»—_____- 

Mr. Yu, ex-Home Minister of Korea, accom- 
panied by three Koreans, arrived in Tokyo on 
the morning of the 2and ultimo. A represen- 
tative of the Fiji Shimpo called upon them and 
interviewed the ex-Home Minister regarding 
the memorable affair of Feb. r1th. The story 
that Mr. Yu told of the death of his revered 
senior, the unfortunate ex-Premier, says the 
interviewer, affords convincing proof of the 
noblesness of mind of that statesman, a 
nobleness rately to be seen in Korea. Early 
on the morning of the fatal day, the late Premier 
and the Home Minister promptly repaired to 
the Palace as soon as they received intelligence 
of the secret flight of the King to the Russian 
Legation. No other Minister appeared, except 
the Foreign Minister. The three Ministers 
sought the Minister of War, but he could not be 
found anywhere. The situation meanwhile be- 
came more and imore critical, and some person 
proposed to take the extraordinary step of 
establishing a distinct Government with some 
Royal Prince or Princess at its head. This 
measure the late Premier rejected, and de- 
clared that even if the King disregarded 
the interests of the realm and pusillanimously 
sought shelter within a foreign legation, his 
Cabinet should view their own responsibility 
in a different light. He, the Premier, would 
proceed to the Russian Legation and ask for an 
audience with the King, so as to persuade 
him to return to the Palace. Even if his 
progress was interfered with by foes and 
his person suffered assault, he, as the head of 
of the Cabinet, must discharge his duty fear- 
lessly. For did not the occurrence of such an 
untoward event while he was at the head of the 
Government reflect upon him as lacking in 
virtue? Death he had been ready to meet 
long ago. The Premier declined to listen to the 
earnest remonstrances of his colleagues against 
going to the Legation, and turning to Mr. Yu, 
said that as he (Yu) was still comparatively 
young and had only charge of the Home Office, 
he must endure the present trial in order that 
he might represent him (the Premier) and the 
others after they had gone. He then bade fare- 
well to his colleagues and told his palaquin 
bearers to carry him to the Russian Legation. 
The bearers had gone but a few steps on 
their way towards the Legation when a num- 
ber of Police intercepted the Minister’s palan- 
quin and arrested him in the name of the 
King. The Premier was carried away (to the | 
Police Bureau, despite his angry remon- 
strances at the rude treatment to which the 
Police subjected him. Upon arrival at the 
Police Bureau, he was instantly led out to execu- 
tion, which was done in the name of the King. 
He expostulated in an excited tone against the 
gross injustice of executing a man without trial 
and without producing the warrant of the King ; 
but when the Police inspectors simply repeated 
that he was to be executed in the name of the 
King, he heaved adeep sigh and offered no more 
resistance. The unfortunate man then remon- 
strated with his fellow sufferer, the late Minister 
of Agriculture and Commerce, who continued 
to protest against the injustice, and advised him 
to cease the useless dispute with the police and 
to calmly resign himself to his fate. 

Mr. Yu narrowly escaped a similarend. Three 
constables entered his office and threatened to 
carry him off by force, but he drove them away, 
Happening to meetin front of the office two 
Japanese with whom he was acquainted, he, 
with their help, succeeded in reaching a place 
of safety, though on the road he was met three 
times by a band of police that intended to 
arrest him. Mr. Yu told his interviewer that 
the assassination of the late Minister of Finance 
was the act of Li Pém-chin, who has a villa in 
a certain district through which the unfortunate 
Minister had to pass in returning to his native 
place. Li sent a special messenger to the 
servanis who had charge of the villa and 
ordered them to assassinate the Minister when 
he reached there. The rumour that Song Ki- 
un has gone to Russia to raise a loan of eight mil- 
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lion yen by pledging Ham Kyéng-do, is said to 

have soine foundation, as this proposal was once 
~ before made by certain people of influence in 
Korea. Their idea was not to pledge the whole 
district, but to cede the right of mining and 
constructing a harbour on that frontier of Korea. 








THE THEATRICAL AND MUSICAL 
SOCIE7Z F. 
—— 

It was hoped that the Theatrical and Musical 
Society of Tokyo would repeat the capital per- 
formance of Thursday evening, but there seems 
to be no prospect of that pleasure. Consider- 
ing the immense amount of labour and trouble 
involved in getting up such a representation, 
a single performance appears an inadequate re- 
sult. However, now that musicand the drama 
have come under the permanent care of a 
Society in Tokyo, the toil and expense attending 
each performance will be gradually lessened as 
properties accumulate. The drop scene, for 
example, an affair demanding not only artistic 
skill buf much actual labour, is now always 
available. Concerning this, we cannot too highly 
compliment Messrs. Conder Parlett and Tuke 
on their conception and execution of the scene 
unrolled for the first time last Thursday. It is 
unquestionably the most picturesque and effec- 
tive thing of the kind we have seen in the East, 
and ithas the further great merit of representing 
a view familiar to all lovers of Japan’s scenic 
beauties. We trust that the Shorei-kai Hall, 
also, will be available for future performances. 
lis decoration must have been troublesome 
and costly—the ceiling of the room being 
among the details—and while appreciating 
fully the kindness shown by the Faculty 
in lending the hall, it is permissible to 
hope that they will take note of the extensive 
change that had to be effected should the ques- 
tion of a similar act of graciousness come upon 
the /apis. In point of fact musical and dramatic 
performances like that of Thursday are distinct- 
ly an educational factor such as the Directors of 
the Shorei-kai might wisely utilize. We need 
scarcely add what must have been assumed by 
those familiar with mainsprings of charity and 
usefulness in Tokyo, that the success of Thurs- 
day’s performance was in large part due to the 
tact and patience of Mrs. Sannomiya, who 
overcame difficulties that might have wrecked 
the whole project without her clever and 
unfailing resourcefulness, Another feature call- 
ing for congratulation is the demonstration 
afforded by Thursday's performance that 
Tokyo’s musical resources amply justify the 
prominent place given to music in the pro- 
gramme of the Society. We do not see why 
some effort on a much larger, though not at all 
extravagant, scale should not be made. With 
the talent available, an opera might easily be 
puton the stage. We say this not in the in- 
terests of pleasurable pastime only, but also with 
regard to the popularization of Western music 
in Japan. Operatic performances with well ren- 
dered choruses and a good orchestra—all which 
things are fairly within the compass of Tokyo's 
abilities—would contribute incalculably to re- 
suscitate the nation’s now feeble impulse towards 
true music, It will have been observed with 
satisfaction that the Society’s stage has been 
specially constructed with a view to masical 
entertainments. 


THANKS. 


Pr — 

We ure asked to publish the following :— 
‘‘The Committee of the Tokyo Dramatic and 
Musical Association desire publicly to tender 
their sincere thanks to those ladies and gentle- 
men, outside the Committee, who so kindly and 
ably contributed to the success of the inaugural 
performance on the 23rd inst. In addition to 
their obligation to those whose names appeared 
on the programme, they feel greatly indebted 
to Messrs, Parlett and Tuke for skilful scene- 
painting and valuable assistance behind the 
scenes, together with Mr. Vieugue, Count and 
Countess de Pourtalés, and Monsieur and 
Madame de Speyer, for loans of artistic pro- 
perties and the exercise of exquisite taste.” 


Google 


“THE FAR EAST.” 
——_—__—____. 

We have not hitherto noticed the appearance 
of a new Anglo-Japanese Magazine, 7he Far 
East, because the first, or even the-second, 
number of such a publication affords no trust- 
worthy basis for speculation as to the real value 
of the enterprise in the future. But Zhe Far 
East has now reached its third number, and we 
have no hesitation in saying that it gives every 
promise of contributing materially to our know- 
ledge of Japan. The writers are chiefly Japan- 
ese, but their essays evidently pass through the 
hands of an able editor, for they are presented 
to the public in English very different indeed 
from the maimed and halting sentences that 
generally represent the efforts of Japanese au- 
thors to convey their meaning in a foreign ton- 
gue. Thus far, the subjects treated have been 
decidedly interesting, and the manner of treat- 
ment shows happy abandonment of the Xene- 
phonian dryness and rigidity that used to dis- 
figure essays of the kind by Japanese. It is 
decidedly satisfactory to note that where these 
Japanese writers treat of their country’s affairs, 
they present views differing in no material 
respect from those hitherto enunciated on the 
same subjects by foreign authorities. 


The Far East, owing to its connection with 
the Kokumtn-no-Tomo, might have been ex- 
pected to be opposed to the Government. So 
it is, but its opposition is not of a violent or 
unreasoning type, though sometimes it suffers 
itself to be betrayed by prejudice. Thus, speak- 
ing of the cOoperation between the Cabinet and 
the Liberals last session, it saya:—'‘ Marquis 
Ito is to be congratulated upon his skilful mani- 
pulation of his political instruments, though to 
be thus manipulated may not be to the credit 
of the parties which consented to be his instru- 
ments, It is not our business to scrutinize the 
secret arrangements, creditable to neither party, 
which, it is alleged, lie behind the alliance of 
the Government and the Liberals.” ‘This kind 
of writing is greatly wanting in honesty. If the 
writer has any real knowledge of the ‘‘ secret 
arrangements ” in question, it is most certainly 
his business to discuss them. If he has no 
accurate knowledge of them, then most certainly 
it it not his business to call them ‘‘ creditable 
to neither party.” Under no circumstances is 
he justified in pronouncing such a verdict on 
the strength of mere allegations which he nei- 
ther formulates nor pronounces true. 


We find the problem of the opium trade in 
Formosa discussed very vigorously in the last 
number of Zhe Far East. Never was there a 
question about which such clashing of opinions 
has taken place. Half the world says that 
opium smoking and opium eating are not more 
injurious to the constitution than the use of 
alcohol. The other half declares that to intro- 
duce the opium habit into a country is to poi- 
son the mainsprings of its people’s physical and 
moral energy. The writers in the Far East 
adopt the latter view. They accept Dr. Mc- 
Cartee’s dictum, that ‘when a young man 
becomes an opium smoker, he isdoomed. His 
capacity for business or work of any kind is soon 
impaired; it may be even destroyed.” Mr. 
Nagano Kozo writes very vehemently on the 
subject, but not very consistently. On one page 
of his essay he says:—‘“ The Government and 
the statesmen of Japan see no harm in this 
trade, and our Parliament has passed, without 
making further inquiry, an additional budget 
that includes an item of opium revenue mount- 
ing to 3,500,000 yen.” On the next, he says: 
“The Government admits the danger from this 
traffic, the statesmen also admit it.” But this 
inconsistency, however glaring, does not obscure 
the fact that a powerful section of Japanese 
public opinion is in favour of adopting drastic 
anti-opium measures in Formssa. Mr. Nagano 
expresses that view very clearly when he writes : 
—'‘‘ This opportunity for freeing the Formosans 
from the evils of opium should by no means be 
allowed to slip. We can not well describe the 
joy with which such a prohibition would be re- 
ceived inall the provinces of Formosa, which 
have suffered from this deadly traffic. What 
gates would be shut against euch a measure? 


What people would withhold its assent from 
such a measure? What true Formosans would 
refuse to obey such regulations? There is not 
one who would not be pleased with them. Let 
the Japanese Government take the strong view 
regarding the evils attending the consumption 
of opium, and spare no time to strike down this 
hell-born traffic.” Very pretty writing no doubt, 
but all sentiment and no statesmanship, The 
forecast of the Japanese Authorities, on the con- 
trary, is that to attempt to enforce strict prohibi- 
tion in Formosa would lead to a revolution, and 
would involve terrible bloodshed. It is essen- 
tially a case for slow-going. 

Many other essays in Zhe Far East deserve 
notice, but the space at our disposal does not 
permit us to speak at greater length of this 
excellent little magazine. If its editor can 
keep it up to its present standard he will deserve 
hearty support. 





THE RUSSO-CHINESE SECRET 
TREATY. 
—_——_——_<—__--—_ 

The N.-C. Daily News is not pleased that 
The Times should jeer at the alleged secret 
treaty between Russia and China, published in 
the columns of the Shanghai journal seven 
weeks ago. ‘‘ Among the English in China,” 
says the great London journal, “ the belief ina 
secret treaty between China and Russia, faci- 
litating the advance of the latter to the Gulf of 
Pechili, seems to be proof against all official 
and semi-official denials. As an illustration of 
current rumours we give the following telegram, 
which we received last night from Shanghai, 
from which itis evident that the inventors of cur- 
rent reports have more imagination than know- 
ledge.” To thatthe V.-C. Daily News replies :— 

The alleged secret treaty undoubtedly, as mast 
of our contemporaries in the Far East, who if they 
have more imagination than The Times have also 
more knowledge, have seen, embodies the Russian 
programme, the chief points in which are the con- 
struction of the trans-Sibecian railway through 
Manchuria, the acquisition of an ice-free port as 
the terminus of the railway and asa naval station, 
and the elimination of Japanese influence from 
Korea. Those who recognise that these are Rus- 
sia’s objects will not find anything imaginative in 
the document we published. 

Yes, that is precisely the point. The so-called 
treaty, as we said at the time of its publication, 
was simply a forgery—and a very clumsy forgery 
at that—embodying the general belief among 
Englishmen about Russia’s designs in the Far 
East. Remarkable credulity is required to 
place any faith in such an extraordinary docu- 
ment. Of course, it is well within the range of 
possible eventualities that Russia, one day or 
another, may do some of the things that the 
pretended treaty represents her as having now 
prepared a conventional path. Should such 
a day arrive, the sensational journalists, still 
professing to believe in the existence of this 
secret treaty, will claim that facts have furnished 
evidence of their astuteness. They may be left 
to await the chance of that satisfaction, but cer- 
tainly history will take no note of their large faith. 





A COAL-CARRYVING RAILWAF IN 
CHINA. 


—_————_o__—_—— 

There is talk of a another coal-carrying rail- 
way in China. We say “another,” because 
the onlv railway at present in operation in China 
is the line constructed for the purpose of carry- 
ing coal from the north-western mines to Tong- 
ku and thence to Tientsin. The new road is 
to join Itu and Chang-yang, the former a port 
on the Yangtze, the latter a place in the hills 
where excellent coal is said to be produced. 
Hitherto the exit of the coal to Ichang and 
other markets has depended on the caprice of 
the weather, When the stream flowing from 
Chang-yang to Itu is flooded, the coal can be 
transported ; otherwise it must remain at the 
mouth of the pit. Some time ago, the Viceroy . 
sent Belgian surveyors to report upon the pro- 
ductive prospects of the mine and the quality of 
the coal, and their report was so favourable that 
the project of a railway is now seriously mooted. 
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CONSTRUCTION OF OSAKA HAR- 
BOUR. 


——<- ———_- 

The following is said to be the scheme for 
constructing a harbour at Osaka as plauned 
by Mr. Delayke, after years of investigation. A 
point 640 ken W.S.W. of the lighthouse on 
Tenjozan will be the starting point of the work, 
and a breakwater 1,012 en long is to be 
built out from there. This will form the 
northern breakwater. Another starting point 
would be a place S.E. 740 ken distant from 
the lighthouse, and from it a breakwater of 
‘1,627 ken would be built out, to be called the 





ANOTHER ANTI-FOREIGN OUTRAGE 


IN CHINA. 
_——_—_—>__—_—_————_ 

Just as people were beginning to congratulate 
themselves that a better feeling towards fo- 
reigners had commenced to spread among the 
Chinese, news comes of an outrage indicating 
the existence of a savage sentiment in one part 
of the big empire. ‘The story is told as follows 
by one of the sufferers, writing to the Jorth- 
China Datly News :— 


I am sorry to have to write such a terrible report 
concerning our visit to Taichau. Mr. Walker dnd I 
reached Taichau on Monday, the 13th of April, about 


were gla! to get off with their lives. After we were 
through this place, the crowd dropped off and going 
a little lower down we were able to anchor quietly. 


About 12 o’clock p.m. a small official came on 
board and we went on again until our boat struck on 
the mad; there we waited for daylight. We had no 
more trouble and arrived here on Wednesday evening. 
Our boat is not so badly damaged as we had at first 
though ; we shall have it repaired here, It is through 
the tender mercies of God that we are still spared and 
have comparatively few marks to testify to the excit- 
ing experience through which we have passed. 


(Signed) W. N. Fuxausson. 
Chinkiang, April 16th. 

































FAPANESE PAPER.MONEF ABROAD. 
ne See ee 

It appears that Japanese paper-money is 
gradually going into circulation in Korea 
and parts of China, especially notes of small 
denominations. That such should be the case 
in Korea and Formosa does not seem strange, 
but we are somewhat surprised to learn that 
the Chinese at Weihaiwai show a preference for 
notes over copper cash, Itis true that, just at 
present, a general scarcity of copper cash is 
reported as existing in China. That, however, 
does not seem to be the cause of the popularity 
enjoyed by Japanese notes at Weihaiwei and in 
its vicinity. At all events, the Customs au- 
thorities are said to have calculated that the 


southern breakwater. ‘The space enclosed by 
the two breakwaters would form a new harbour, 
the distance between the (wo extremities of the 
breakwaters being 100 4en. The basin would 
be divided into an outer and an inner harbour, 
and the space between the pier and the entrance 
ot the harbour, a distance of 1,100 4en, would 
form the former, while that portion extending 
from the reclaimed ground to the right and left 
of the starting point of the pier and from the 
starting point of the northern breakwater to the 
site of the old fortress at Kitsugawa, would 
constitute the inner basin. The outer basin 
would cover 550,000 ¢sudo, and its depth at low 
tide would be 27 ft. on an average. The inner 
basin would have an area of 581,700 fsubo, 


4p.m. Weatonce sent my boy tothe yamén with 
our cards and passports. ‘The people ut once began 
to gather on the wall and throw stones. Mr. Walker 
and I went out and talked to the people until a small 
official came with two soldiers; he urged us to go 
back into the boat which we did, leaving the two sol- 
diers outside, but in a few minutes the stones began 
to fly again. ‘rhe ¢ifao (i.e. head man) was ordered 
out, but the people got worse and the crowd gathering 
fast the two small officers left us to the mercy of the 
people and went for the Asien. Ihe stones came so 
thick that we could not get our boat off, the boatmen 
not being able to work.’ Very soon they left us, some 
of them first being hurt by the stones and sticks that 
were thrown at us. The stone-throwing got worse!and 
worse as the crowd came up alongside the boat. 
We could do nothing but try to block the windows 
with boards and pray to God for help. We patiently 
waited for help but no help came; soon the shutters 
were broken in, as great bricks, three or four pounds 






















and in the shallowest part would be 13 ft., 
deep at low tide. Both the outer and inner basin 
will be increased by 5 {t. at high tide, while 
on the occasion of a strong west wind the water 
would deepen still more. Within the outer 
basin an iron pier of 250 by 15 ken would be 
built, and rails Jaid thereon, so that trains could 
run down to the harbour, while the pier would 
be so constructed as to enable steamers of large 
capacily to come alongside. Even in times of 
westerly gales 38 steamers of an average length 
of 350 ft. could safely moor in the outer basin, 
while in the inner 280 steamers between 200 to 
1,000 tons capacity could find safe anchorage. 
At the extremities of the two breakwaters 
nautical signals for pilotage would be erected. 
Some 1,482,000 fsubo of land would be re- 
claimed, an area twice as large as that now 
covered by the town of Sakaye. Particulars of 
the design can be gathered from the following : 


Income and Disbursement. Yen, 
Total Disbursement v...ccccsnesseeses 15.867,096.462 
Engineering Works vicscsecseeee 12,047,084.430 
Interest on Eoyineering Works 
Fund (6 percent. per annum) —3,603,784.937 
Interest on the above during 
CUNSUFUCLION cecsecvccravccccsscceses 216,227 095 


Total Tncome .c..cccacceecatssevaccssecs 
Aid from the Treasury (4 of the 
disbutsement) ..... seen 
Interest on the above aid ......60 
Sale of ground —..ecceceseeeecveeees 
Balance, deficit ....ccccccesceeees 
Interest on the sum accruing 
from the sale of ground till 
the completion of the work 
(5 YOATS) ssccocscecersencvevecees 
Total DeRttt: :ciivetasisvscsasciees 
Total wharfape, rent of land, 
&c. per year 200,136.060 
It is expected that the deficit, 2,700,000 yen 
in round numbers, at six per cent. interest, 
could be liquidated in 30 years. The foregoing 
specifications prepared by Dr. Delayke have been 
submitted to the City Council by the Harbour 
Construction Committee. 


14,861,586 g12 


7:933.548.231 
1,428,038.681 
5.500,000.000 


1,005,509 550 


1,749,000.000 
25754,5°9.§50 








DEPARTURES FROM FAPAN. 
Srey Hatta eee > Bons eee Was 

Nearly all the foreign residents of Tokyo and 
many Japanese—the latter including Marquis 
and Marchioness Oyama, Viscount and Vis- 
countess ‘T'a: aka, Mr. Hara, Vice-Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs, Mr, Nabeshima of the 
Foreign Office, &c.—assembled at Shimbashi, at 
8.50 a.m. on Sanday, to bid farewell to His 
Excellency the American Representative, who 
is proceeding to the United States fora short 
visit; Miss Lowther, who returns to England after 
a residence ofa litthe more than a year in Japan, 
and Mrs. M. Kirkwood, who goes on a tour to 
Europe, whither she will be followed at a later 
date by Mr. Kirkwood. 


frightened half to death, begged fur mercy and were 
allowed to go ashore. 
constant volley of stones hurled at us by hundreds 
from the angry mob; they had also obtained our boat 


smash the boat. 





total amount of Japanese bank notes circulating 
in Korea, Formosa, and Weihaiwei is about 11 
million yes, an estimate thought to be below 
the mark. 











in weight, were hurled against them. Our boatmen, 


We were now exposed to a 








poles with which they were trying to spear us and 
Three of these poles we caught and 
wrenched from them, while they were poking at us 
through the windows, also the foot plank, which they 
were using for the same purpose. Seeing that we had 
little protection left and no sign of help, Mr. Walker 
and I went out on the front of the boat where we were 
the target for the crowd, who aimed straight at us. 
While Mr. Walker talked to the people and asked 
them to let us loose, I tried to pull up the anchor, but 
as they had hold of the stern line they would not let us 
off. Finding we could not get away we began catch- 
ing the stones and bricks that were thrown at our 
faces, but they came in such quantities that a first 
class base-ball catcher would have had no chance, 
Just then some one from the crowd fired a shot. The 
ball struck mein the left hand, entering below the 
first finger, passing through the palm, and came out 
below the little finger, but no bones are broken. It 
bled freely, but in the excitement I felt little or no 
pain, except a numbness, and hardly realised I was shot, 
though at the time I thought | saw the smoke of a 
gun on the hill close by. Yet I did not leave my post, 
as there was no way of escape but to try and get our 
boat loose. At last a few people on the shore pre- 
suaded the crowd to let us loose. I then pulled up 
the anchor and in so doing our boat was drawn for- 
ward, then Mr, Walker and I poled it away. 


When our boatmen saw we were loose three of them 
got in a small boat and came back to us. We could 
not go near the shore as there were thousands waiting 
to turn and smash in the head of the foreign devil. 
While poling the boat I got several sore blows on the 
body, but nothing serious. We called out my boy 
from the cabin to help us, he and Ma being the only 
ones who remained on board. Mr. Ma got struck in 
the month, losing two of his teeth. He then hid in 
the back part of the boat under the deck and escaped 
further wounds. After we had gone a little way, 
though the stones were still coming from both sides of 
the river, the Asien and a military officisl came down 
with about ten soldiers, we drew our boat ashore and 
took them aboard. After seeing the condition of our 
boat, the quantity of stones and bricks which were 
still on the deck, also seeing us one mass of mud and 
blood, they seemed much frightened and promised 
to send us a boat and men to help us at once. The 
Asiew then went on shore and even whilst he stood 
smoking, the crowd again began to stone us right 
before his eyes. Hethen went back and left us to 
the mercy of the people, who kept up a continual 
volley of stones until the stream got so wide, there 
being a small sandbank in the middle, that their 
stones could not reach us. 


Hundreds then rushed along the bank and waited for 
us at a narrow place not far off. Seeing it was im- 
possible to pass them, we anchored the boat while we 
were out of their reach. But very soon about a dozen 
men caine wading through the water and along the 
sandbank, shouting at the top of their voices and im» 
ploring us to go because the people on shore were 
talking of getting guns and firing on us. We told 
them that if they would not throw stones we would 
go. ‘They said ;—‘‘ Go, do go, or they will kill you.” 
I'wo men who came alongside gave us what he!p they 
could; they got on our boat and implored the people 
not to throw, but when we came tothe narrow part 
of the stream stones flew so thick and fast, that they 


STUDENTS TO PROCEED ABROAD. 
> 

The Oficial Gasefte announces that the fol- 
lowing students have been ordered to proceed to 
Europe at the public expense:—Mr. Inouye 
Mitsu, to study constitutionat law in Germany 
for two years; Mr. Okamatsu Santaro, to study 
civil law in Germany for two years; Mr. Takane 
Yoshindo, to study commercial and civil law in 
England for two years; and Mr. Oda Man, to 
stady administrative law in France and Germany 
for two years. 


H.E. CHANG’S IRONWORKS. 
—_— = = he 7: 

A great deal used to be heard about the 
ironworks erected at Hankow under the au- 
spices of the great Viceroy Chang Chih-tung. 
The enterprise does not seem to be ina very pro- 
mising condition, however. A correspondent 
of the Peking and Tientsin Zimes writes from 
Hankow :— 


It is time that H.E. Chang were back again in order to 
look after his ironworks a: d his mining and manufacturing 
ventures. The said ironworks are busy as usual waiting 
for cash, or for coe; fur this or for that, and doing it well. 
They have been reyorted as suld {vo various purchasers half- 
a-dozen times over, although it hardly seems likely that 
the Chinese could be so fvclish as to think of disposing to 
possible enemies of a large and thoroughly equipped 
arsenal right in the heart of the country ; or, on the other 
hand, that any foreign firm could be mad enough to dream 
of investing in any such property as those ironworks. 
They could not be supplied with minerals for a single day 
without the active co-dperation of the officials, nor could 
their output he readily sold to anyone else than the same 
oflicials, and that at whatever price they chose to give. 
Any firm foolish enough to place its neck under the 
mandaiin heel in this way would richly deserve all it might 
happen to get, At the mines the prospects are not much 
brighter. According to a mining engineer we met the 
other day on his way back to the ratherland, utterly dis- 
gusted after a two years’ term of service, one coal pit 
which cost half a million to dig was full of water and now 
abandoned, while the other was chokeful of ghosts. Three 
months ago sume eighty unfortunate workmen lost their 
lives as the result of an explosion, and the boldest of the 
nat ves do net care to face an army of kweie like that. 
Asked if he thought the officials would ultimately make a 
success of these undertakings he said, “ Nt in five hun- 
dred years. They think they can open mines with cash, 
where it needs gold The Wetyzans in charge are all 
rascals: they won’t let you have the labour, materials, or 
anythin required Whatever you want it is always ‘ No 
can.’ Bah! I would rather live on raw potatoes than 
work for these stupid Chinese.’”’ There isno doubt that 
one of the most discouraging features of the official at- 
tempts at progress as seen here is the constantly manifest- 
ed inability of the mandarins to turn the high priced 
Western skill which they obtain to any good account 
Their foreign employés seldom stay with them long. The 
ironworts, although but five years’ old, is already a5 re- 
gards the management in the hands . f the third generation. 
First it was English, then Belgian: now it is German, and 
j very likely it won’t be long till the French or Russians get 
an ionings. ‘hat little headway is made can, under these 
circumstances, can hardly be thought surprising. 
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KOREAN NEWS. 
ee 

The dreary and hopeless outlook for the pre- 
sent Administration of Korea it well depicted 
by the $477 Shimpo’s Soul correspondent. The 
Administration, we read, is in a state of utter 
anarchy. The Government, impotent to sub- 
jugate the insurrections raging in various parts 
of the country, have resolved to add two bat- 
talions to the regulartroops, but have no funds 
to carry out the programme. Further, the step 
recently taken to reduce official salaries has 
natarally provoked loud complaints, and yet, 
as the State finances are steadily becoming 
more and more disordered, and as there is no 
immediate prospect of collecting taxes, no one 
can perceive how the country’s financiers are to 
extricate her from the dilemma. Even the 
most important source of revenue, the Customs 
receipts, has considerably fallen, owing to the 
departure of many Japanese merchants. The 
Chinese merchants are growing mcre and more 


BROAD-GAUGE RAILWAFS. 
—____—___——— 

Judging from some notes appearing in the 
Figi and the Fiyu, it seems that the question of 
re-constructing the Japanese railways on the 
broad-gauge system, so warmly discussed a short 
time ago, is destined to be shelved, at least for 
the present. This question was brought for- 
ward by the Sanyo Railway Company when it 
applied to the Authorities to purchase the 
Tokaido trunk line, offering to reconstruct it 
on the broad-gauge system, and also to double 
the line. Mr. Sengoku, an expert in the Rail- 
ways Bureau, seconded the project of re-con- 
struction, while the Central Staff, who for some 
years had felt the inconvenience of the present 
narrow gauge for purposes of transport, gave 
it a favourable reception. Retired generals in 
the House of Peers, as Viscounts Tani, Soga, 
and so forth, countenanced the scheme, nor was 
the House of Representatives less favourable 
towards it. Before the session was half over, 
Mr. Ichijima, M.P., of the Opposition, put a 
question on the subject to the Government and 
followed it with a Representation. A section of 
the Liberal Party were much in earnest in the 
matter and submitted a similar Representation. 
In the course of the deliberatious of the Special 
Committee appointed to consider the two Bills, 
the Government Delegates representing the 
War, Finance, and Communications Depart. 
ments, explained that the Government was not 
in theory opposed to the scheme, but held that 
in the present state of the national finances, it 
was impossible to take up the matter this year, 
nor could the Delegate of the Communications 
Department, that controls such affairs, give any 
fixed date by which the Government could con- 
clude the necessary inquiries as to the probable 
merit of the broad-gauge system in Japan. The 
question has therefore dropped, but it is con- 
fidently expected that it will come up in the 
next session, as the Government is not abso- 
lutely opposed to it, while the public is earnestly 
bent on its adoption. Considering the few 
hundred miles of railway in operation in Japan 
and the thousands that are projected, the sooner 
a decision is reached on the point the better, 





















































their goods instead of passing them through tle 
Custom Houses, their imports do not add to 
the amount of the Customs receipts. Moreover, 
Russian officers are said to be assiduously en- 
gaged in surveying the interior, while the relaxa- 
tion of the Control of Local Officers and also 
the prejudice that the Government entertains 
against the new Local System elaborated by 
the former Cabinet, lead those officers to grow 
more and more arbitrary, independent, and in- 
subordinate towards the orders of the central 
Authorities. In short, the attitude of the Rus- 
sian Minister having undergone a considerable 
change, the Government being without any 
fixed principle of administration except toannul 
or obstruct all the reform measures enacted 
and carried out by the overthrown Cabinet, 
and there being no fundsto undertake anything 
or even to defray the necessary State expendi- 
(ures, Korea’s prospects while the administra- 
tion isin the hands of such statesmen are as 
gloomy as possible. The King and his Mini- 


now realise what a helpless personage His 
Majesty is, and how incompetent are his ad- 
visers, A new cause of discontent against offi- 
cials is furnished by the extortion of money 
from innocent folks, a practice that disappeared 
when the last Cabinet was in power. Certain 
correspondents, though not writing on the 
strength of positive information, report cases of 





“THE LITTLE BROWN AMBAS- 


- SADOR.” 
—_— > 

Mrs. Hugh Fraser’s work, ‘‘ The Little Brown 
Ambassador,” is very favourably reviewed. It 
professes to be a child’s book, but like all 
modern works of that kind, it sometimes crosses 
the boundary line of ordinary childish intelli- 
gence. The littke brown ambassador, alias 
‘* Antoninus Crocodilus Elongatus Pius,” is Mrs. 
Fraser's pet dachshund, that delightful animal 
brimming over with arrested intelligence that 
visitors to the British Legation in Tokyo three 
years ago seldom failed to make the acquaint. 
ance of. His Excellency A.C. S. Pius, fami- 
liarly known as “ Tip,” represents the Kingdom 
of Barbotz, and is assisted in his diplomatic 
functions by a white pussy, Princess Mirabee, 
and a post-crow, Cawx. His doings are closely 
bound up with the lives of three little folks, 
Fenella and Conny Pellew and their cousin 
Donald Cameron, and he also manages to make 
his influence felt by sundry ‘‘ grown ups.” Zhe 
Sketch concludes a very sympathetic review with 
these words :—‘‘ Altogether, it is very admir- 
able, and the literary workmanship is altogether 
excellent. There is a taste of Devonshire air 
about the book, and the freedom of southern 
sea and of southern woodland breathes through 
its passages of natural description. The deli- 
cate handling of these, the intense and sym- 
pathetic womanliness that colours all the treat- 
ment of the merely human characters, the 
quaint fun of the characters that are more than 
human, are very refreshing in these days of 
jaded and slip-shod literature. But still, its 
many excellences must not delude us into 
taking the book too seriously, for, after all, it gs 
a nonsense story that finds its best justification 
in the Brown Ambassador’s own question, 
‘* What would life be without a little good make- 
believe?” 


other solely for the purpose of extorting money 
from them. Judging from the sharp pecuniary 
trouble from which the Government is now 
suffering, and from the disposition of Li Pém- 
chin, there is much reason to suspect that the 
extortion and abuse which was the custom in 
former times has been revived. 

The people have become indifferent to the 
question of the return of the King to his Palace ; 


of a desire in that sense. When questioned 


nothing to the King, though they have many 
accounts to settle with him. Were it not for 
the presence of such a sovereign and such a 
Government, the people would be richer and 
more advanced. Even Pak, notorious as he is 
for want of any fixed views, and merely stand- 
ing at the head of the Government as a tool of 
Li Pém-cliin, has tendered his resignation twice, 
though on trivial grounds. The first occasion 
was when a difference of opinion arose about 
the amount of pecuniary consideration for Mr. 
Takeshita, when he returned home after resign- 
ing the post of Adviser to the Police Bureau, 
and the second was connected with the restora- 
tion of the queue according to the old style. 
On each occasion a Royal Rescript was issued 
the next day, dissuading him from his intended 
step. In fact, almosteverything of importance 
being at present dealt with by Li Pém-chin at 
his asylum, the officials in the various Depart- 
ments have nothing to do and go there simply 
to chat and smoke. 


The negotiations in which Mr. Komura, 
lately promoted to be Minister Plenipotentiary 
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numerous, but as they prefer smuggling in| 


sters have lost the confidence of the people, who 


Police officers seizing and imprisoning a 
number of wealthy citizens on one pretext or 


very rarely if at all does one hear expressions 


about their indifference, men reply that they owe 


in Korea, is now engaged with the Korean Go- 
vernment are not confined to the murders of 
Japanese subjects by Korean insurgents, but 
relate to other subjects; also, as the absolution 
of the late Premier and the late Minister of 
Agriculture, Commerce, and Industry from the 
unjust charge of treason; the subjection of his 
associates to severe punishment; the revocation 
of the edict denouncing the ex-Ministers of 
War, Home Affairs, and Justice, and the ex- 
Chief of Police Bureau, and also the prompt 


and equitable trial of several ex-Government 
officials, now held on the charge of complicity in 
the coup d'état of Oct. 8th. On all these last 
points the Foreign Representatives are said to 
be entirely at one with the Japanese Minister. 





SOUTH CHINA. 
—_—_—__. 
(!'RoM OUR CORRESPONDENT.) 


Hongkong, April 8th. 

The report of the Imperial Maritime Customs 
of China for 1895 reveals an exceedingly curious 
and instructive fact, that while the annual value 
of the trade of China under the Customs has 
steadily increased since 1888, the revenue col- 
lected thereon is actually less. The figures 
are :— 

Value of trade, 1889, 207 million taels ; 1890, 
214 millions; 1891, 234 millions; 1892, 237 
millions; 1893, 267 millions; 1894, 290 millions; 
1895, 314 millions taels, or over 50 per cent. 
increase. 

Customs revenue, 1889, 21 million taels: go, 
21; QI, 233; 92, 22; 93, 21; 94, 22; 95, 21. 
The full figures are, for 1889, the year when 
the ports of Lungchow and Mengtse were open- 
ed, 21,823,762 taels, and for 1895, 21,385,389. 

When these figures are reduced to gold cur- 
rency, at the respective rate of each year, they 
amount to an approximate equality in the trade 
and a decline of about fifty per cent. in the 
Customs Revenue, that is to say, in the value of 
the security on which China borrows. How it 
comes about would take a great deal of tedious 
explanation, but there is no deception in the evi- 
dence that Chinese Government bond-holders 
have some reason to feel dissatisfied. Taking 
statistics fora longer period, namely from 1883, 
a similar result appears; in that year the total 
value of the trade which passed through the 
hands of the I, M. Customs was 143,765,595 
taels, or in round figures 40 million pounds 
sterling. Now the silver value of the trade is 
more than double though the gold value is 
only a little over fifty millions sterling, or 
say twenty-five per cent. higher. On the other 
hand, the revenue derived therefrom, thirteen 
years ago, was 13,286,757 taels, say 34 million 
pounds sterling, against only 21,385,389 taels 
now, say nearly the same figure in gold, 3} 
million, really a fraction less. 

This anomaly has no doubt a lucid and 
satisfactory explanation, but all the explaining 
in the world will not fill up the exchequer as it 
would be filled in any country where expansion 
of trade meant a corresponding expansion of 
the revenue depending on it. A few hundreds 
or thousands more or less might be passed over 
without remark, but a discrepancy of this mag- 
nitude merils the earnest attention of all 
directly or indirectly interested in the re- 
generation of China in any of its numerous 
aspects—and the category of those interests 
includes practically the whole civilised world, 
for the awakening of one-fourth of the world’s 
population from a state of inertia to a state of 
activity means a tremendous upheaval, and this 
awakening depends on the finances of China, 
at present embodied solely in the Imperial 
Maritime Customs. For money is the sinews 
of peace no less than of war, and no country 
can be regenerated without first developing and 
organising its revenue: and in China the only 
hope of doing so is through the Maritime Cus- 
toms. If, then, the Customs Revenue stands 
still or goes backward, the regeneration of China 
is only brought nearer in the sense that some 
sort of collapse, possibly partition and absorp- 
tion by other nations, is rendered the more in- 
evitable. The day may be yet far distant—it 
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may be decades ahead, or it may be so long 
deferred as to allow retnedial measures to be 
adopted in time: or it may come, like the late 
war with Japan, at a moment when none ex- 
pected and when in fact all the authorities were 
confident that such operations were absolutely 
impossible. It is best to be on the look-out, 
and to prepare for the opportunities which may 
come (o the best prepared. 




























Undoubtedly there is a persistent dishonesty Customs employés. 


about the Chinese, even in their best attempts 
at reform. Instead of carefully tending and 
anxiously straining every effort to develop and 
protect their one reliable source of national re- 
venue, the officials devote their lives to the task 
of baffling and outwitting the Customs Admini- 
station at every end and turn, honestly if no 
other way is easier, but by hook or by crook they 
constantly strive to the same end. Nothing 
can be said against the displacement of 
imported goods in competition, and the fair 
substitution of native goods: if China could 
become entirely self-dependent commercially, 
so much the better for her, though it be 
the worse for the bond-holders who look to the 
Customs as securily. That is the process now 
at work in tbe opium trade, and a beginning 
has been made in the cotton trade also, micros- 
copic itis true, but with all the elements of 
unlimited expansion. Coal, iron, steel, ma- 
chinery, cereals, kerosene, manufactured goods 
of all kinds, constitute the imports of China which 
need not be, and some day will not be, import- 
ed, atany rate in such large quantities as at 
present, and nobody can legitimately complain, 
though many will be grievously injured, manu. 
facturers abroad, shipowners, and all who live 
on the import trade. But the day is very far 
distant. Meantime, however, there are numer- 
ous other influences at work less commendable 
and more immediately serious. The loss in 
revenue noted above has not been caused sole- 
ly by the fact thal native opium figures for just 
twice what it did last year, or that China is 
already carrying the war into the enemy’s 
country to the extent of exporting her opium 
to Singapore and towards India, or that 
opium likin revenue is nearly a million taels 
less than in 1894. The local officials are 
gradually evolving a system of forcing all bet- 
ler-paying imports through other channels, 
leaving to the Maritime Customs only the less 
remunerative items, Of their dishonesties and 
trickeries there is no end, not even a diminu- 
tion but rather an increase as the slow intellect 
of the mandarin awakes to new duplicities. 
Heavy duties on oil carried to Canton in 
foreign steamers transfer the trade Lo native oils, 
and to foreign oils carried in native craft, while 
in Fokien Province it is on record that foreign 
oil was absolutely prohibited four years ago 
under the most severe penalties. The reason 
is that the officials of China, the whole Civil 
Service of the Empire, instead of receiving 
appointments at fixed salaries adequate for 
ordinary ‘needs, have for centuries had merely 
nominal salaries, and have been trained 
through many generations to make a living as 
best they can by an elastic system of extorting 
from everybody just as much as the victim has. 
Foreigners intruding in the trade with their 
notions of uniform fixed tariffs are simply an 
incongruity not to be tolerated. If trade is 
taken from the mandarin’s control and put 
under the control of Sir Robert Hart, the man- 
darin simply loses his means of livelihood to 
that extent—an income to which he is in fairness 
entitled until he can be bought out, for it is what 
he has for ages past been led to rely on and to 
look to as his recompense for the years of study 
by which he entered the Civil Service. The sys- 
tem is incredibly stupid and pernicious, but it 
is the basis of the mandarin’s life, and how can 
the poor inan be expected to help in its demoli- 
tion? These irregular extortions are as much 
a recognised factor of Chinese life as fixed 
stipends are in civilised countries, and they can- 
not be eradicated in a day or a year, nor pro- 
bably ina single generation. Until they are 
eradicated, foreign intsuders must always ex- 
perience the hostility of the general body of 
Chinese officials. 


venue service than a maritime one. 


a broad sense. 


same treachery inseparable from things Cnhi- 


by Hsu Taotai, not for the syndicate which he 
was employed to represent, but for himself, and 
now it is the syndicate’s business to fight him. 
Probably the other half of the line, from Han- 
kow to Pekin, will do no better. Itis the same 
with their attempts at cotton-spinning, coal. 
mining, and iron-working; they manage to 
make a disheartening muddle of everything. In 
the war it was made terribly clear that the 
arsenals, the army, and the navy had all been 
run on similar lines, Finance has almost the 
same tale to tell, giving the Customs as security 
for loans, and then shuffling the tradé away to 
otherchannels. The recent trouble with foreign 
merchants in Kwangtung Province is only 
another incident of the same series. The Pekin 
Government promises that foreigners may im- 
port goods under transit-pass to go up the 
country after paying a lump sum at the port of 
entry, to dispense with the innumerable pay- 
ments usually demanded by every local official 
along the routes; then the local officials say 
‘“‘very well, if he is a foreigner with gunboats 
behind him we have to let him come, butas 
soon as the goods leave his hands and pass into 
the hands of our own people, we shall have to 
see that we get our money just the same.” So 
of course the native dealers cannot afford to 
buy, and the foreign merchant cannot trade. 
In this case the merchant, determined to bring 
matters to a crisis, stayed on the spot and carried 
his negotiations through to some sort of an 
issue, but nobody knows what that is yet. It is 
popularly believed that the Pekin Government, 
finding itself between the foreign devil, on the 
one hand, with his treaties and gunboats, anda 
deep and stormy sea of troubles on the other 
hand if the mandarins were robbed of their 
daily bread, solved the problem by the foolish 
method of buying out the merchant. What they 
should do of course is to compensate the 
mandarin out of the transit-pass fees, but that is 
too straightforward to be pleasant to the Chinese. 


And while China thus continues slumbering 
and blundering clumsily, the Powers of Europe 
are taking an increasingly lively interest in her, 
and doing for her (but chiefly for their own 
sakes) what she should be doing. France and 
Russia, both active and daring politically but 
scarcely able to look after themselves commer- 
cially, much less to develop China, are making 
strenuous efforts to strengthen their hold, both 
politically and commercially, on the somolent 
State; the French Commercial Mission has finish- 
ed its journeyings and is now engaged on its 
reportas to the best method of drawing the trade 
of the interior to Tonkinroutes instead of Hong- 
kong and Shanghai, to French steamships in- 
stead of British, German, and American, to the 
markets behind Marseilles instead of London, 
Liverpool, Hamburg, and San Francisco. The 
Germans on their own behalf are seeking for 
new treaty ports and new foreign settlements, 
and the Japanese, not much younger than the 
Germans as a commercial nation, have done 
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Besides this legitimate -objection to foreign 
innovations, there is the innate tendency of the 
Chinaman to cheat; and that will be even more 
difficult to remove, for it means either the com- 
plete alteration of the people’s character (a 
matter of a hundred years at least) or the entire 
substitution of white men for Chinese in all 
responsible positions, similar to the disposses- 
sion of native in favour of foreign Maritime 
This is probably what 
will come some day, but it is an infinitely 
greater task to establish a foreign Inland Re- 
It is likely 
that the first move will be made by the bond- 
holders, present or future, and the political 
significance of the problem is at once visible in 
It is impossible that the Chinese 
reform themselves. Since the war, for example, 
there have been numerous attempts to profit by 
the disaster and make progress with various 
schemes for the advancement of the country, 
especially in the direction of facilitating com- 
munications by means of railways, but even 
the most laudable reforms are tainted with the 


nese, for it now appears that the concession for 
the Canton-Hankow railroad has been obtained 


























the same, while the French and Russians now 
think it necessary to apply for new settlements. 
Some of these new sites turn out to be old 
British settlements abandoned as_ useless. 
Britain, less enterprising politically than com. 
mercially, is waking up to the march of events 
in the East, and has two commissions in pro- 
gress, with no such flourish of trumpets as in 
the French case, but with much more likelihood 
of practical results to her own benefit at the 
expense of her rivals in Europe and the United 
States, where by the way there seems to be no 
corresponding boom in Oriental affairs. Ameri- 
can merchants would do well to see to it that 
they are not left behind in the ‘ scramble for 
China” or for her trade. American cotton 
goods lave steadily displaced Lancashire, and 
Lancashire is moving heaven and earth to find 
a remedy. If the question of steamship freights 
can be settled satisfactorily, say the English 
manufacturers, they candrive out the Americans 
again. American flour, too, has gained a 
strong hold on China, but Australia is trying 
hard to cut in, and has had commissioners in- 
vestigating. German tools are displacing 
American as well as British—not merely 
getting all the new trade, but taking away the 
old. German, French, and Russian financiers 
are bidding for the banking business of China, 
and if they do not succeed immediately, they 
are al least making a display of activity which 
is worth the close attention of British and Ame- 
rican business men. Much is being made of 
Li Hung-chang’s tour abroad, but more is to 
be done in a less ostentatious way in China 
itself. His tour will of course have its effect, 
but it is an interesting and to some extent 
significant commentary the he carries with him 
a gold-mounted coffin costing six thousand 
taels, symbolising at once the old man’s genuine 
unalterable conservatism and his senility. 


Meantime, there are many men hard at work 
on the spot, paving the way for future trade to the 
exclusion of rivals waiting in distant lands for 
the “opening of China,” in the belief that ap- 
parently that it will be a single act proclaiming 
its own accomplishment to all the world, instead 
of a gradual process only perceptible to those 
who work atit for years. Little by little it is 
becoming clearer to foreign residents in China 
what articles of commerce are growing too dear 
or too cheap for import or export as silver goes 
down. Prices in silver taels mean nowadays 
only half as much in gold dollars or sovereigns 
as they did ten years ago, while they mean still 
what they used to mean in francs, roubles, 
marks, and yen. Conversely, prices of goods 
bought abroad are twice as high as they used 
to be for British and American goods, but just as 
cheap to the Chinese purchaser as they used 
to be in French, German, Belgian, Russian, and 
Japanese markets. The most glaring instances 
of this are in the set-back to Indian opium ar 
against China-grown when the attempt was 
made to put rupees on a gold basis: the steady 
failure of British cottons to compete with Ger- 
man and French and Indian on a silver rupee ; 
the loss of trade in China which British and 
American makers of machinery and all manner 
of metal- work have experienced ; the rise of the 
Japanese coal trade and the Sumatra kerosene 
trade, and indeed of the Russian oil trade 
prior to the Trust agreement. Japan has 
not yet got very far, on account of the 
singular lack of commercial (as distinguish- 
ed from industrial) soundness. -For inst- 
ance, they can make as good beer as any 
imported into the East, atthe same prices, but 
as soon as they do get the trade well started 
they begin supplying bottles with no cork, no- 
thing but a wooden disc under a tinfoil capsule. 
They can make good and cheap iron safes, but 
they grow so careless as to deliver the “ finished 
article” without a keyhole. It is the same in 
other branches of trade: Japan cannot be re- 
lied on as yet. Not very long ago, a Japanese 
in Hongkong undertook to sapply paper for 
printing at ten per cent. below any paper of same 
quality imported by any European firm and laid 
down in Hongkong. On the faith of this pro- 
mise, an order was given him, and it was after- 
wards discovered that his prices were about 20 
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per cent over those of a German paper firm and 
nearly 50 per cent. over those of an English 
firm in India, but he declined to come down 
according to promise. 


Incidents of this sort, exceedingly frequent, 
go to show that the Japanese have very much 
to learn in commercial matters and are not 
likely to be a serious factor in the world’s trade 
for some decades yet. But their natural ad- 
vantages are unquestionable. Not only have 
they cheap labour, but their currency is cheap 
and gives them a tremendous lift where they 
are not handicapped by having to purchase 
material or machinery abroad. Clothing, es- 
pecially white shirts, they already export at 
prices which readily give them as much of other 
people’s trade as they can take, except in the 
very hotbeds of the sweating systems of the West. 
Numerous other articles of commerce are show- 
ing signs of shifting their centres from the West 
to the East, as soon as the Japanese are suf- 
ficiently far advanced in the ethics of commerce 
to profit fully by their natural advantages, when- 
ever that may be. 


In face of this prospect, itis as well for the 
Caucasian that prompt attention is being given 
to the regenerated Japan and the hitherto un- 
regenerate China by some of the European 
nations; and it would be better if Britain and 
the United States would bestir themselves as 
energetically as France, Germany, and Russia, 
British influence is never exercised to the ex- 
clusion of other nations, as is especially French, 
by means of prohibitive tariffs and repressive 
measures of all sorts. While British diplomacy 
strives for the opening of China’s waterways to 
all comers, giving a fair field and no favour, 
France is straining every nerve to compel trade 
through exclusively French channels, Russia 
forces new concessions on the Manchurian- 
Siberian frontier, and Japan studies how to 
drive out foreign competition in ber newly- 
acquired territory. The policy has succeeded 
well enough so far, but it is gradually and sure- 
ly killing British manufactures in markets where 
silver-using competitors enter. ‘It is in a mea- 
sure the silver question that is responsible for 
the high rates of freight on British railroads ard 
British steamships, inasmuch as they pay now- 
a-days on the average poor dividends on gold 
capital, since gold has become so much dearer. 
The Japanese can almost halve the British rates 
on the Japan-Bombay and Japan-London lines, 
and still pay themselves. It is hard on the 
British lines to reduce their rates below pay- 
ing level in gold: but if they put their capital 
in silver at the rate of the day when it was 
subscribed, and take their profits now in silver 
at current exchange, they would have less to 
complain of and would be able to resist the 
inroads of rivals. If nothing of this kind be 
done, British trade will find itself still steadily 
losing ground in future as it undoubtedly is now. 








“CHOU HAN.” 
> er 
‘*Chou Han” is a name of abhorrence (o the 
missionary in China. 
fons et origo of all the evil anti-foreign and anti- 
Christian literature published of late years. 
His constant accuser has been Dr. John, a 


missionary widely respected but distinctly of the. 


militant type. The same Dr. John now writes 
tothe W.-C. Daily News that Chou has not 
only abandoned his anti-foreign prejudices but 


The statement is founded on reports sent from 
Hunan by two Chinese Christian propagandists, 
who have ventured into the very den of lions. 
They called on the head of the printing establish- 


ment where Chou’s works have been published,: 


and found a very genial gentleman, who re- 
presented Chou as having ‘‘ renounced spiritual- 
ism, given up idolatry, and cut off every con- 
nection with his old anti-foreign and anti- 
Christian associates.” Dr. John in trying to 
get Chou to visit Hankow, but does not seem 
likely to succeed. The story does not compel 
credence. 








Jessential, shall be determined by Imperial Or- 


He is supposed to be the 


is actually thinking of becoming a Christian. Boimosaieid thetescadgies: 





FAPANESE INDUSTRIAL OPERA- 
TIONS IN CHINA. 
—___q———__—_— 


The North-China Daily News gives publicity 
to a statement that the Japanese Government 
has advised its nationals to stop all industrial 
operations in China for the present. We have 
made inquiries as to the truth of this assertion, 
and find that it is entirely without foundation. 


So far as our present information goes, the 


Company organized in Osaka for the purpose 


of opening cotton-spinning mills in Shanghai, 


is still bent upon pursuing its programme, but 
the Company formed under the auspices of the 
great house of Mitsui has abandoned the pro- 


ject, for the time being at all events, in view 


of the uncertainty that attends the supply of 
raw cotton. In our opinion the foreign pro- 


jectors of similar enterprises would do well to 


pause also, though unfortunately some of them 


appear to be so far committed that to draw back 


now would entail heavy losses. It may per- 
haps be hoped that the British Government will 
succeed in inducing the Chinese to make some 
concessions in the matter of transit duties upon 
raw cotton transported from the place of pro- 
duction to Shanghai, but that is not a very 
substantial hope, it must be confessed, and 
under any circumstances its realization is likely 
to be distant. 








LAW AND ORDINANCES RELATING 


TO FORMOSA. 
——_—__~»———- ----- 

The following Law and Ordinances have been 
issued over the Great Seal and the Countersigna- 
tures of Count Kuroda, President of the Privy 
Council and Acting Premier, and other Ministers. 


[LAW No. 63.] 
EnrorcemenT oF Decrees IN FoRmoOSA. 

Act. I.—The Governor-General of Formosa 
many proclaim in the districts within his jucisdic- 
tion orders that possess the same validity as law. 

Art, [].—For all orders specified in the preced. 
ing Article the approbation of the Council of the 
Gove:nor-General’s Office must be obtained, and 
the sanction of His Imperial Majesty must next be 
applied for through the Colonization Department. 
The Organization of the Council of the Governor- 
General’s Office will be specially determined by 
Imperial Ordinance. 

Art. [1I.—In cases of emergency the Governor- 
General may proclaim an order without immedi- 
ately applying for the sanction specified in Art. I, 
of this law, 

Ait. 1V.—Wheu an emergency order has been 
issued, the sanction of His Imperial Majesty must 
be applied for as soon after ils issue as possible, 
and, at the same time, notice of the issue of such 
Order must be conveyed to thé Council. Should 
the Imperial’ sanction not be given to such 
Order the Governor-General must publicly notify 
the fact that the Order is thenceforth null and void. 


Ait. V.—Of the Laws now in force or that may 
be proclaimed hereafter, those whose complete or 
partial enforcement only in Formosa is deemed 


dinance, 

Ait. VI— The present Law shall be null and 
void onthe expiration of three years computed 
from the day of its enforcement. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 88. 


REGULATIONS OF THE GOVERNOR-GENE- 
RAL’S OFFICE. 


Art. LA GovernoreGeneral shall adminuister 


Ait. U.—The Governor-General shall be of 
shinnin rank, and be wominated from among 
Field-Marshals or Admirals, or Lieut.-Generals or 
Vice-Admirals. 

Art. HL—The Governor-General shall, within 
the limits of his delegated powers, control the land 
and marine forces, and shall supesintend the 
various administrative affairs of the Islands sub- 
ject to the supervision of the Minister of State for 
Colonial Affairs. 

Ait. 1V.—The Governor-General may, in virtue 
of his specially delegated authority, issue notifica- 
tions in the name of the Governor-General’s Office, 
and may enforce, upon any violation of such noti- 
fication a fine not exceeding 25 yer, or in lieu 
therefore confinement for a period not exceeding 
25 days. 
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Art. V.—The Governor-General shall deal with 
matters relating to the defences of the districts 
under his jurisdiction. 

Art. VIL—The Governor-General may, whenever 
it is deemed necessary for maintaining good order 
in the districts under his jurisdiction, employ 
armed force. In the event of such proceeding, 


he must report at once to the Ministers of 


State for War, the Navy, and Colonial Affairs, 
aud also the Chief of the Central Staff and the 
Chief of the Board of Command of the Navy, the 
nature of the circumstances requiring such im- 
perative measures. 


Act. VIL.—The Governor-General may, when- 


ever he deems it necessary, cause the Commander 


of the troops quartered in a special district, ov a 
subordinate officer in the absence of a Commande:- 
ineChief, to undertake the duties of administering 
the affairs of such district. 

Act. VIEL.—The Governor-General shall super- 
vise the civil and military functionaries under his 


charge. The appointment or dismissal of officials 


of sonin rank can only be decided after the sanc- 
tion of His Imperial Majesty has been obtained 
through the Department for Colonization and 
of the President of the Cabinet, but those of han- 
nin rank may be appointed or dismissed at his 
own discretion. 


Ait. IX.—Should the Governor-General deem 
an order issued, or a step taken by a local Gover- 
noc under his control to be at variance with legal 
provisions or is prejudicial to the public interest 
or oversteps the bounds of his powers, he may 
suspend or cancel such order or step. 


Aut. X.—The Governor-General may recom- 
mend to the Emperor the grant of official title or 
decoration upon a civil official under his control, 
through the Minister for Colonization and the 
President of the Cabinet. 


Art. X1.—The Governor-General shall accord 
disciplinary punishment to any civil official under 
his control, and the disciplinary punishment of 
an official of chokusin rank oc the dismissal of an 
official of sontn cank must first be submitted for 
the approval of the Emperor through the Mini- 
ster for Colonization and the President of the 
Cabinet ; disciplinary punishment connected with 
officials of lower rank may be dealt with ac- 
cording to his own discretion. 

Art. XI].—In case the Governor-General is 
incapacitated through any unforseen circumstance 
from discharging his official duties, the Chief of 
the Civil Administration Bureau or the Chief of 
the Military Affairs Bureau who happens to be 
vext in official rank, is to act in his stead. 


Avt. XIIL.—The Governo:-General’s Cabinet 
shall be established in the Governor.General’s 
Office, the Cabinet to be organized as follows :— 
Two aide-de-camps (one military and one naval) 
and two private secretaries (of sonsm rank) special- 
ly appointed. Matters and documeuts pertaining 
to official secrets are to be dealt with by the mem- 
bers of the Cabinet, in accordance with the orders 
of the Governor-General, 


Ait. XIV.—A Bureau of Civil Affairs and a 
Bureau of Military Affairs shall also be establish- 
ed in the Governor-General’s office. 


Act. XV.—The present Ordinance shall come 
into force on and after April ist, 1896. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 89. 


THe CouncIL IN THE GOVBRNOR-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE. 


Art. IL.—A Council shall be established in the 
Governor-General’s Office composed as follows :—= 
The Governoi-General, Chief of the Civil Affairs 
Bureau, Chief of the Military Affairs Bureau, Sec- 
tional Chiefs of the Civil Affairs Bureau, Seetional 
Chiefs of the Military Affairs Bureau, Councillors 
of the Civil Affaiis Bureau. 


When deemed necessary, the Governor-General 
may temporarily cause other civil or military 
officers not mentioned above to take part in any 
deliberations of the Council. 

Act. II.—Besides tendering decisions upon any 
orders specified in Law No. 63, the Council shall, 
in accordance with the request of the Governor- 
General, render decisions on the following mat- 
ters:—(1) Estimates and Settled Accounts; (2) 
schemes relating to civil works of importance; (3) 
a petition presented by a subject on an important 
matter; and also any other matters besides the 
above on which the Council is consulted by the 
Governor-General. 

Art. 11.—The Governor-General shall preside 
over the Council, and when theough any unavoid- 
ablecircumstauces, he is incapacitated fom under: 
taking this duty, his place shall be fiilled by the 
next highest in official tank. 


Art. 1V.—Any Billto be submitted to the Council 
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shall be forwarded in the name of the Governar- 
General. 

Art. V.—Deliberations of the Counil can wot 
be held unless a quosum of over two-thirds of the 
whole Council is present. 

Art. VI.—The majority shall decide any subject 
brought to the vote, the Governor to have a casting- 
volte. 

Act. VIL.—The Governor-General may amend 
or withdraw any Bill forwarded for discussion. 

Art. VIIL.—lIn case a decision of the Council 
does not meet with the approval of the Governor- 
General, he may, by stating his reasons, request 
a reconsideration of the matter. 

Art. [X.—One manager and certain clerks must 
be appointed in the Council, the former nominated 
from among the Councillors of the Civil Affairs 
Bureau, and the latter from the clerks of the same 
Bureau. 

Art. X.—The Manager is to arrange general 
affairs subject to the direction of the President, and 
the clerks to discharge clerical affairs in obedience 
to the orders of their superiors. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. go. 


Tue ORGANIZATION OF THB CIvIL AFFAIRS 
: BuRBAU. 


Art. 1.—The Civil Affairs Bureau in the Go- 
vernor-General’s Office shall, subject to the con- 
trol of the Governor-General, deal with Adminis- 
trative and Judical Affairs. 

Act. H.—The following posts are created in the 
Bureau :—Chief, one (chokunin rank); Commis- 
sioners, 25 (chakunin or sonin tank); Councillors, 
3 (sonin cank); Experts, 14 (sonin); Clerks, 312 
(hannin tank); Assistant experts, 40 (hannin rank), 
Interpreters, 42 (hannin rank), * * * * 

Art. X.—The Bureau is divided into seven sec- 
tions as follows:—Several Affairs, Domestic 
Affairs, Industrial Affairs, Financial, Judicial, 
Educational, and Communications. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. cu. 
THe OrGANIZATION or LocaLt OFFICIALS. 


Art. L—The following Prefectures are to be 
established in Formosa, viz., Taihoku Xen, Tai- 
chiu Ken, Tainan Ken, and the Pescadores, the 
limits of whose: jurisdiction will be determined by 
the Governor-General. 

Art. I1—When convenience branch offices 
shall be established in each Ken, their designations, 
localities, and limits of jurisdiction being deter- 
mined by the Gosernercieral: 

Art. IL—The following functionaries are ap- 
pointed in Loca! Offices :—Governor (chokunin 
rank) ; Headmen of Islands, for each Island Office 
(sonin rank) ; Headmen of Local Branch Offices, 
for each Branch Office (sonin rank) ; Secretaries, 
2 for a Central Local Office, for an Island or Local 
Branch Office (sont tank) ; Chief of the Police, 
for each Central Local Office (sontn rank) ; 
clerks, assistant experts, interpreters, police ser- 
geauts, clerks of prison-houses, jailers; 1,200 for all 
the Local, Branch, and Island Offices (hannin 
tank.) * © * * 

Art. X.—A Governor or the Headman of an 
Island Office may, in accordance with orders 
received from superiors, or with authority specially 
delegated, issue notifications to be enforced in the 
respective localities. 

Art. Xl.—In case a Governor deems that a 
step or order issued by a Head-man of a Branch 
Office under his jurisdiction violates any legal 
provisions or is prejudicial to public'interest, or 
oversteps the bounds of his competence, he may 
cancel or suspend such step or order. 

Art. XII.—In case of emergency should armed 
forced be deemed necessary, a Governor, a 
Head-man of an Island Office, or a Headinan of 
a Local Branch Office, may apply to the Com- 
mander of Troops in the vicinity for armed 
assistance. * . # 

Art. XXIX.—In each Ken shall be established 
a Hospital organized with one Chief, enjoying 
official treatment of somis rank, and a number of 
physicians, pharmaceutists, and dispensers enjoy- 
official treatment of hamnsn rank. 

Art. XXX.—In an Island Office and each Local 
‘Branch Office a number of physicians and dis- 
pensers enjoying official treatment of hannin rank 
shall be appointed over and above the ordinary 
staff. When deemed necessary, a Governor or an 
Island Headman may, subject to the approval of 
the Governor-General, establish at an Island Office 
or a Local Branch Office, a Hospital, whose staff 
may be filled with physicians and dispensers spe- 
cified in this Article. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 92. 


THe ORGANIZATION OF Custom Houvusgs IN 
ForRMOSA. 


Art. LA Custom House shall be established 


at each of the following places in Formosa :— 
Tamsui, Kelung, Anping, Tainan, and Taku, 

Art. IL—A Branch Custom House shall also be 
established at any other place where Customs 
Affairs are dealt with, the establishment of such 
Branch establishment to be determined by the 
Governor-General. 

Act. L1L.—The Customs deal with the following 
affairs :— 

1. Matters relating to the entrance or clearance 
of ships and boats at the respective Treaty Ports. 

2. Matters relating to the export and import of 
commodities. 

3- Matters relating to the Control of foreign 
commerce carried on ata port not in to the cate- 
gory of Treaty Ports. 

4. Matters relating to the entrance or clearance 
of ships and boats laden with exports or imports 
ata port not in category of Treaty Ports. 

5. Matters rejating to the collection of export or 
import duties and other miscellaneous receipts. 

6. Matters relating to Warehouses under the 
Control of Custom Houses. * * * * 

Art. IV.—At each Custom House there will be 
appointed a Chief of somin rank, The Chief of 
the Tamsui Custom House shall at the same time 
be chief of the Kelung Custom Office, while the 
chief of the Anping Custom House shall also be 
chief of the Tainan and Taku Custom Houses. 

Art. V.—The following functionaties shall be 
appointed in the Custom Houses :— 

Two Appraisers, sonin rank; 6 assistant Ap- 
piaisers, hannin rank; 48 clerks, 16 overseers, 
and 96 assistant overseers. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE NO. g3. 
ORGANIZATION OF PACIFICATION OFFICBS. 


Ait. I.—Pacification Offices shall, subject to 
the control of the Governor-General, deal with the 
following affairs :— 

1. Pacification and control of abotigines and 
matters relating to the guiding of aborigines into 
regular and peaceful pursuits, 

2. Matters relating to the opening up of districts 
inhabited by aborigines. 

3: Matters relating to forests aud the refining 
of camphor. 

Act. Il.—For Pacification Offices the following 
functionaries shall be appointed :—8 Chief Com. 
missioners, sonia rank; 22 assistant Experts, han- 
nin rank; 22 clerks, hanmnin rank; 11 interpreters, 
hannin crank. 

Art. II.—The Chief Commissioners shall be 
Chiefs of the respective Offices and shall, subject 
to the direction of the Chief of the Civil Affairs 
Bureau, deal with matters connected with the 
offices * * * * 

Art. VIL.—The designations of localities, and 
the limits of jurisdiction of Pacification Offices 
shall be determined by the Governor-General. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 94. 


SCHOOLS UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE GOVER- 
NOR-GENBRAL’S OFFICE. 


Art. L—There shall be established under the 
direct control of the Governor-General’s Office a 
school for teaching the national language and 
also institutions for imparting brief courses in 
educational topics. 

Art. [1—The following functionaries shall be 
appointed at the Schools and Institutions :— 

Director, 1 (sontn rank); principles, 14; to be 
filled by officials of Local, Central, or Branch 
Offices or Island Offices, professors, 4; (sonin 
rank), teachers 42; (hannin rank) assist teachers 
9; (Aannin rank), and a number of dormitory in- 
spectors and clerks, * * *#* 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 95. 


Tue ORGANIZATION oF PoST AND TELEGRAPH 
OFFICBS. 


Art. 1L—A Post and Telegraph Office of the 
tst Grade shall be established whereever a Local 
Central Office is situated, whereever Local Branch 
Offices or an Island Office are situate; ond at 
other places of importance, Post and Teleyraph 
Offices of the 2nd grade shall be established. 

The Governor-General may establish a Post 
Office or a Telegraph Office of the and grade or 
a branch Post and Telegraph Office, at any place 
where he deems such an institution necessary, 

Art. [1V.—The following functionaries shall be 
appointed at Post and Telegraph Offices of the 
Ist or 20d prade and also Post or Telegraph Offices 
of the 2nd grade :—one chief, clerks, and inter- 
preters. 

Art. V.—The Chief of a Post and Telegraph 
Office of the ist grade shall be of sonin crank, and 
shall, subject to the control of the Civil Affairs 
Bureau, deal with matters connected with the 
Office. * * * 

Act. VII.—The Chief of a Post and Telegraph 


Office of the and grade shall either be of somin or 
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hannin rank; in the latter case a clerk of the 
Office shall be atthe same time Chief of the Office. 

The Chief of a Post and Telegcaph Office of the 
2nd grade shall deal with office business under 
the supervision of the chief of the Civil Affaic's 
Bureau or the Chief of a Post and Telegraph Office 
ofthe ist grade. * * * 

Art. X1.—There shall altogether be 17 Chiefs of 
sonin crank for Post and Telegraph Offices of the 
Ist and 2nd grades. 

Art. XI] —There shall altogether be 365 clerks 
for all Post and Telegraph Offices. 

Ait. XIIf.—There shall altogether be 34 inter- 
preters for Post and Telegraph Offices. 

The locality and jurisdiction of the 1st class 
Post and Telegraph Offices are :— 


Ken. 
Taihoku, Post and lelegraph Office... faihoku... Taihoku 
Yaichiu, Post and Telegraph Office... Taichyu ... Vaichyu 
Tainan, Post and Telegraph Office... Vainan ...Tainan 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 96. 


‘Tur ORGANIZATION OF LiGHTHOUSES. 

This Ordinance provides that altogether there 
shall be 8 lighthouse masters, of hannin rank 
and 20 keepers, and that the name and situations 
of lighthouses shall be determined by the Gover- 
nor General. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 97. 
THE ORGANIZATION OF OBSERVATORIES. 

This Ordinance provides that altogether five 
chiefs of observatory, of hannin rank, shall be ap- 
pointed and 16 assistant experts; and that the 
names and situations of observatories shall be de- 
termined by the Governor-General, 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 98. 
‘T'Ha@ ORGANIZATION OF A Magpicat LABORATORY. 
This Ordinance provides that achief, 4 experts, 
5 assistant experts, 20 clerks, and 4 interpreters 
shall be appointed in the Laboratory to engage 
in the manufacture of opium and other chemical 
wok, 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. gg. 
OrriciaL GRADB AND Kank. 

This Ordinance provides that the yearly stipead 
of the Governor-General shall be 6,000 yen, and 
that of the Chief of the Civil Affairs Bureau, 
4,000 yen, and those of the Governors and Com- 
missioner enjoying official treatment of chokunin 
rank, 3,000 yes, &c. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. too. 
ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCE TO OFFICERS IN 
ForMOSA. 

The ratio of additional allowance to officers in 
the service of the Governor-General’s office shall 
be 30 per cent. of the ordinary civil service sala y. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. ror, 
ADDITIONAL ALLOWANCK TO CONSTABLES. 


The rate of additional allowance to constables is 
10 yen, 12 yen, and 15 yen per year. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 102. 
ENGAGEMENT OF Emp.Loyés anp Exrgrrs. 


This Ordinance provides that the Governor. 
General may, within the limits of the Budget, 
engage employés, and also in case of urgent 
requirement specially engage experts over and 
above the fixed number, the payment for such ex- 
perts to be made out of the Formosan Undertak- 
ings Fund. 


IMPERIAL ORDINANCE No. 103. 
SpecitaL APPOINTMENT OF CiviL OFFICERS. 
This Ordinance provides that Civil Officers 
appointed in the Governor-General’s Office are 
not for the present expected to conform with the 
Civil Officers Appointment Regulations issued 
in 1893. 

All the foregoing Imperial Ordinances were to 
be enforced from the ist April. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
a 
THE HOSPITAL. 


To tHe Epitor oF THR “ JAPAN MAIL.” 


S1R,—I see in your report of yesterday, of the 
meeting of the General Hospital that Dr. Mécre 
will have the beautiful ground of the Yokohama 
General Hospital for 15 years, and for the paltry 
sum of $12,000 building out of which one-third will 
be erected with the present old materials. Certainly 
Dr. Mécre makes a good bargain, considering the 
value of ground on the Bluff, and with the fees he 
charges to the Tonking and Indo-China people, 
the Hotel de Ja Marine will make a fortune be- 
fore the expiration of the lease. I think if the 
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same offer had been made to the Sisters of Charity 
of the next door convent, better arrangements 
could be made, or at least better comfort for the 
sick people could be had. 
Yours, &c., YOKOHAMAITE. 
April 28th, 1890. 








MUSIC. 


To THe EniTor oF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 

Sir,—I remember Sims Reeves giving more 
than one ballad concert, but I cannot call to mind 
that he had the ‘Complicated machinery of 
orchestra and chorus’ (vide Fapan Gazette). 
Surely our greatest English Tenor may be placed 
in the balance against even such an eminent 
musical authority as Mr. Baring Gould, whom, 
hitherto, I have always considered to be a mixture 
of cleric and novelist. 

Yours faithfully, VERB. SAP. 

Yokohama, April 25th, 1895. 








FOKOHAMA.GENERAL HOSPITAL. 
——_-—-—~<>-—____—- 

A largely attended meeting of residents of Yo- 
kohama was held at Keil’s building on Monday 
afternoon “to act upon a proposal submitted by 
Dr. Mécre to continue in possession of the Hos- 
pital premises for a number of years, in consider- 
ation of which he would erect new buildings.” 
Mr. A. O. Gay, Chairman of the Hospital Com. 
mittee, presided, and there wee present, the 
Rev. E. C. Inwine, Messrs. J. Dodds, J. C. Hall, 
A. J. Wilkin, A. H. Cole Watson, C. Giussani, 
J. H. Brooke, P. Launay, Dr. Munro, Dr. Mécre, 
Dr. Espieux, Messrs. J. Favre-Breandt, E. Adet, 
A. Loureiro, A. Coye, H. J. Healing, A. Culty, J. 
G. Gargan, P. Beretta, C. D. Moss, F. Retz, L. 
de Micheaux, J. J. Sibiodon, C. Luciani, G. Gou- 
dareau, A. J. Dubourg, E., Peyre, P. Dourille, L. 
Marthoud, R. Dubuffet, T. Seux, G. Campredon, 
G. Abily, P. Saltarel, P. Chirou, A. Conil, and 
others. 


The Cuatrman having called the meeting to 
order, submitted the following proposal :—= 


Yokohama, April 23rd, 1896. 

Dr. Mécre makes the following proposal with reference 
to the General Hospital :— 

‘To erect a new building on the present site according to 
the plans now submitted, together with a new kitchen and 
new Momban’s houses. 

To furnish anew the rooms and the wards so far as neces- 
sary in a complete manner. 

Yo renew the fences round the premises and to drain the 
compound thoroughly. 

All to be done at his own expense at acost of about 
$12,000. 

The old buildings to be given up to Dr. Mécre to make 
use of as far as practicable. 

The term of occupation required by Dr- Mécre for him- 
self and his heirs, is fifteen years, during which time he 
would pay the government ground rent and keep the build- 
ings covered by fire insurance. 

At the expiration of the term of fifteen years, the build- 
ing and all the furniture, bedding, &c., except the surgical 
instruments and silver plate, would revert to the committee 
for the community. 

After that time if Dr. Mécre should desire to remain in 
possession for another term, and it suit the Committee, he 
shall have a prior tight over others by paying $100 per 
month for the time occupied. 

Dr. Mécre would associate with him for the case of Eng- 
lish speaking patients, an English speaking doctor, and 
has already made a provisional arrangement with Dr. Neil 
Gordon Munro, whose successor would have to be approved 
by the Committee. 

Dr. Mécre also agrees to admit to the Hospital private 
patients brought in by any of the resident physicians, 
charging only for room and board according to the Hos- 
pital scale. 

fhe Hospital to remain under the control of the Com- 
mittee as at present. 

The fees for patients would be, for 

Hirst Class ........0...ssccsecssceseeeeee $5.00 per diem. 
Second Class .......scscesessecseee eee 3.50 per diem. 
Third Class ere 2.00 per diem, 
but for charity patients sent in by the Committee, the 
charge would be as now, One Dolla: pec diem. 
The contract to come into force as soon as the new build- 


ing is ready for occupancy, probably about the first of 
October next. 


The new buildings would give ample accommodation for 
all the requirements of Yokohama, and the Committee 
recommends the acceptance of Dr. Mécre’s proposal. 

The CyatrRman said the Committee had un- 
animously approved of this scheme. As everyone 
knew, the old hospital buildings were now unfit 
fuc the purpose required: the buildings that De. 
Mécre proposed to put up, as could ke seen from the 
plans lying upon the table, would suit all the re- 
quirements of the community; and besides, this 
scheme would relieve the community of the neces- 
sity of putting theic hands into their pockets for 
subsctiptions towards rebuilding the hospital: and 
that in itself was a great celief, 

Mr. J.C. Hatt, speaking as a member of the 
community, and also as one of the largest cus- 
tomers of the Hospital through the number of 
seamen he had occasion to send there during the 


year, said that he was in general agreement with 
the proposals now submitted to the community 
by Dr. Mécre. He thought, however, that two 
amendments could be made to them that would 
greatly enhance the value of the scheme so far as 
the community were concerned, while an emend- 
alion that might be made would more thoroughly 
safeguard their interests if approved by the meet- 
ing. Henow particularly referred to the clause: 
—" The old buildings to be given up to De. Mécre 
to make use of as far as practicable.” There was 
no doubt that the wood and tiles, of which the 
Hospital was principally constructed had passed 
their prime and usefulness, and he therefore 
throught that instead of giving the old mate- 
rials to Dr. Mécte, they should be sold for 
what they could fetch, and the sum thus raised 
could be set aside as a reserve fund or as a 
nucleus fot a new Hospital fund. The old mate- 
rials should not, in the sanitary interests of the new 
hospital be incorporated in the wew buildings. 
The next amendment that he would suggest bore 
teference to the term of lease. This clause in the 
scheme ran :—" The term of occupation required 
by Dr. Mécre for himself and his heirs, is fifteen 
years, during which time he would pay the govern- 
ment ground rent and keep the buildings covered 
by fire insurance.” This term was much too 
long: it would be more desirable if it was divis- 
ible into terms of five years. This point was 
especially worthy of consideration when one gave 
a thought to the probable altered condition of 
things a few years hence, when the foreign settle- 
ments, under the new treaties, would be incorporat- 
ed in the Japanese communes. When the time 
came for the enforcement of the new treaties the 
Japanese Government might be expected to treat 
them liberally in the matter of all public properties 
and institutions such as the General Hospital, and 
therefore it was more than ever desirable that they 
should safe-puard the civic interests in the Hospi- 
tal as carefully as possible. At present they 
had no civic life, but they would havein the years 
to come: therefore it was desirable that the com- 
munity should not lease for such along term as 
fifteen years such an institution as the Yokohama 
General Hospital. He would therefore propose as 
an amendment that the Committee at the expira- 
tion of five years should bave the tight to buy the 
hospital buildings from) De. Mécre, say at two- 
thirds theic cost: or at the expiration of five 
years, if it was thought desirable to extend the 
lease for another five years, the building could be 
bought at the end of the ten years at one-third 
their cost; or if the lease was extended again 
for another five year term then at the end of the 
fitteen years the buildings would become the 
property of the community free of charge, as pro- 
posed in Dr. Mécre’s scheme. In the interests of 
civic liberty it was desirable that the lease should 
not be for more than five years. If these altera- 
tions were made he could agree to the rest, 
with one other exception, as they seemed most 
most reasonable and just. The exception was the 
clause reading :—— After that time if Dr, Mécre 
should desire to remain in possession for another 
term, and it should suit the Committee, be shall 
have a prior right over others by paying $100 pe 
mouth for the time occupied.” It was utterly im 
possible to forecast the position in which the com. 
munity would find itself 15 years hence, and there- 
fore it would be better to eliminate this clause alto- 
gether. He would now have much pleasure in 
proposing the adoption of the Committee’s proposal 
with these three amendments: that at the expira. 
tion of five years the Committee have power to 
cancel the lease and take over the buildings at 
two-thirds cost; or at the end of ten years al one- 
third cost; that the old buildings be sold by the 
Committee and the funds placed at the credit of 
the Hospital Committee; and that the renewal 
clause be left out. These amendinents he made, 
as it seemed only right to preserve and safeguard 
the community’s interests in the hospital as much 
as possible. 

The CuHaiRMan-—Then IT uaderstand you pro. 
pose the adoption of the Comimittee’s proposal 
with those three amendments ? 


Mr. Hatt.—Yes. I am in favour of all else, as 
itis most reasonable. But the amendiments I pro- 
pose I should like to have put to the vote. 

Mr. Doops—I entirely agree with the remarks 
that have fallen from Mr. Hall, and I second his 
proposition with much pleasure. 

Mr. A. J. Witkin—The clause in regard to the 
reception of private patients is not very clear. I 
suppose it means that patients in the hospital will 
be at liberty to be attended by their own phy- 
sicians? 

The CuarRMAN—=Yes. 

Mc. WILKIN@=There is one other thing: the 
old buildings must remain until the new ones are 
ready to replace them: 


The CuatnmMan—Yes, The ward on the S.W. 
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side will remain standing until this new building 
is completed. Dr. Mécre will find other accom- 
modation also for patients. There will be plenty 
of accommodation to meet the wants of the com- 
munity until the new hospital is completed, In re- 
gard to patients being attended by their private 
physicians, this has been provided for specially at 
the wish of resident physicians here. Of course 
the patient pays for his own medical attendant, 
Dr. Mécre providing boatd and lodging. 

Dr. Munro said that in tegard to the use of 
old material in the new hospital, it was the ex- 
perience of men engaged in building in this coun- 
try that old, seasoned wood was far more set vice- 
able in building than the caw, green wood that 
alone was to be bought in Japan for building pure 
poses. He thought it would be unfair to hamper 
Dr. Mécre in this way. Mr. Hall had proposed 
that the Committee should sell the old material, but 
if they did, the money obtained would be very small, 
the merest trifle compared with the amount Dr. 
Mécre intended to spend. Of course, Dr. Mécre 
would not retain any material that appeared at 
all unsanitary. In regard to the five year term, 
he had nothing to say, as that was a question 
for the meeting to decide, but with tegard tuo the 
last objection, the further leasing of the Hospital 
to Dr. Mécre after 15 years, the Committee were 
amply guarded by the words that appeared in the 
clause ‘and if it should suit the Committee.” This 
left it open to the committee representing the 
community to refuse any sucl proposal if then 
advanced by Dr. Mécre. He supported the pro- 
posal as it stood, leaving the term of lease to be 
decided by the meeting. 

The Rev. E. C. IRwing supported Dr. Mumo, 
and thought that the term of lease proposed by 
D:. Mécre was not toolong. In tegaid to the oid 
material, it was the general experience that old 
material fetched little if sold, while it was of great 
value in building, He thought that the disposal of 
the material should be leftto Di. Mécre. In tegard 
to the further extension of the lease aflet 15 years, 
the Committee were safeguarded by the words Dr. 
Munro had quoted. If it was advisable,— 
“should it suit the Committee ’—then they 
could extend the lease, if not they would cancel 
it. The clause in tegaid to private patients 
retaining the services of their own medical at- 
tendant in the hospital was also clear, as the 
Chairman had explained. In his opinion, there 
should be no diminution in the term of lease. 

The CHaiRMAN said that Dr. Mécre had assured 
him that he could not agree to a term less than 15 
years. Dr. Mécre, he might inform them, had al- 
teady had the Hospital for 11 years. ‘Time flies 
very fast, and viewed in this light, the time did not 
seem long. If the term was diminished it would 
interfere with Di. Mécre’s proposal, as tie did wot 
see how he could manage it for a period less than 
15 years. 

Mr. Hart asked if the committee objected to 
an absolute term of ten years. The question of 
the old material could be put aside, as it would be 
of little value. But the question of the length of 
lease should be modified, as somewhat more liberal 
terms should be obtained from Dr. Mécre. 

The CHAIRMAN said he himself had pro- 
posed a lease of 10 years to Dr. Mécre, 
and had met with the assurance that such 
a lease would be very hard, and that it could not 
be agreed to. Dr. Mécre set the sum of money 
he proposed to spend against the rent. In that 
case a 15 years’ lease was not too long: 10 years 
was said to be impossible. 

Mr. Apé&r, interpreting for Dr. Mécre, an- 
nounced that none of the old materials would be 
used in the new hospital building : they would all 
be sold.—( Hear, tear.) 

Mr. WILKIN thought it tather a hazardous 
thing to fix the fees tor 15 years. Things would 
no doubt greatly change long before that term 
was up, 

The CHAIRMAn—Yes, 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. WiLKIN—Most probably they will. 

The CoatgMan—But Dr. Mécre is not dealing 
with this at all: those matters are still in the 
hands of the Committee, I hope Mr. Hall will 
erase his amendment in regard to the old material, 
after Dr. Mécre’s explanation, 

Mr. Hatt—Of course in this climate, as is well 
known, tiles and wood quickly degenerate, and it 
would detract from the value of the new hospital 
buildings if old material is used in them. Still I 
will withdraw my suggestion in regard to the old 
material. The question of the term of lease [ 
wish (o have put to the vote, even though it may 
be lost. Weare not obliged to be dictated to by 
Dr. Mécte: we are not helpless, there are other 
methods of providing a new hospital, and we ap- 
proach each other in this case as negotiators on 
an equal footing. ‘The lowering of the term to five 
years, in my opinion, is highly desirable. 


advance probably.— 
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The CHaiRMaAN—Tien you confine your amend- GENERAL BALANCE SHEBT FoR THE YEAR KNDED 31ST 


ment to the term alone ? 
Mr. Hart—Yes, the other things were more in 
the nature of suggestions. 


Mr. Dopps—I agree to the alteration: but I 
should like to know if the Committee ace clear as 
to their legal right in making this bargain ? 


The Coatnrman—Oure right is the same as any 
body else in the settlement dealing with property 
in land. 

Mr. Dopps—I ouly asked for information. 

The CHarrMan—Dr. Mécre has again made 
the statemeet that he cannot accept the terms 
suggested by Mr. Hall, to have a lease in divi- 
sional five year terms. 

Mr. Hatt—How would a compromise of 10 
years suit you? 

Dr. MEcre—I cannot apree to that. 

The CHarnmMan—Dr. Mécre has repeatedly as- 
sured me that 10 years is hard for him: it can 
only be done in 15 years. 


Mc. Hart—Then [ would like the matter to go 
to the vote. 


The Rev. E. C, IRwing—The Committee is not 
binding the hands of the community in this matter. 
The committee represents the comniunity: it has 
called the community topether to decide upon this 
scheme, and upon the community devolves the 
responsibility of decision. If this meeting does 
hot represent the community, or that part of 
the community that takes an interest in the Elos- 
pital, it is not the Committee’s fault: .we have ad- 
veitised the meeting in the papers, and circulated 
information regarding the proposal now before 
the meeting, The question of uncertainty of 
tenure ot the pussibiliies of the future was not 
a question to consider now. When the Japanese 
Government, in the course of time, encorporated 
the foreign settlements into the Japanese com- 
munes, then Dr. Mécte would be in a= similar 
position as the Committee. The thing cut both 
ways and applied equally to both: to use a com. 
mon English phrase, they would all be in the 
same box, The tights of Japan would be enforced 
when the time came, and it might hein four years, 
as in five, or ten, or fifteen, ‘The telations of Dr. 
Mécre to.the Committee would remain as they al- 
ways had been, The Committee were the chief 
tenants, Dr. Mécre was their sub-tenant, and 
when the time came they would all be turned out 
together.—(Applause.) 


Mr. Hatv’s amendment was then put to the 
meeting: five voted for it, the rest against, 

Dr. Munro proposed and Mr. Douri.ie 
seconded, that the proposal as printed should be 
approved. ‘This was carried, and the proceedings 
terminated, 





FAPAN BREWERF COMPANY 


LIMITED. 
i 

The eleventh annual general meeting of share- 
holders in the Japan (‘* Kicin”) Beer Brewery 
Company, Limited, was held at the Brewery, 
Bluff, on Tuesday afternoon. There were pre- 
sent, Mr. J. Dodds, in the chair, Messrs. J. D. 
Hutchison, H. Baehr, W. Gordon, J. Walter, L. 
J. Healing, Yeend Duer, R. Ward, A. B. Wal- 
ford, W. R. Bennett. 


The following report and accounts were pre- 


sented :— 
REPORT. 


The Directors have the pleasure to present herewith the 
Accounts of the Company for the business year ended 31st 
March, 1896. 

They are able to report that the sales of the past year 
still show a considerable and steady increase, and they 
have every reason to believe that the business of the Com- 
pany will further expand during the year now commenced. 

The cellarage at the Brewery has been enlarged and 
other improvements are being carried out to meet fresh 
requirements, : 

**Kicin Beer’? was suitably exhibited at the Kyoto Ex- 
hibition of 1895, and carried off the highest medal and 
certificate awarded to beers, a result on which the Com- 
pany has to congratulate its Chief Brewer, Mc. Heckert, 
and its General Agents. 

The Working Account for the year, after allowing liber- 
ally for depreciation and adding considera ly to the Reserve 
Fund, shows a profit of $36,264.86, which, added to 
$3,114.14 brought forward from last year, makes total of 
$39,379.00. Deducting from this the Interim Dividend of 
§ per cent., absorbing $7,500.00, which was paid on a3rd 
October, 1895, a balance is left of $31,879.00 which the 
Directors propose to dispose of as follows :— 

To Payment of a final Dividend for the year of 

BS PCT CONE 20... sec cercee cee ceenee ner oor see ses ene see ses ses G 22950000 

To carry forward to next year ....scsecsecerseeceeere 99379-00 


$3 1,379.00 


The retiring Directors are Messrs. Dodds and Baehr, 
who, being eligibile, offer themselves for re-election. 
By order of the oard of Directors, 


James Stewart, Secretary. 
Yokohama, 21st April, 1896. 


MARCH, 1895. 


Dr. 
LiaBiLiTigs. 


To 1,500 Shares at $100 edch fully paid up... ...  ... $250,000 09 
os 900 Debentures at roo each gases tee wes 9400.00 
» Reserve Fund... ... 0... eee eee nee tae =: HOOD CO 
os Reserve Fund, Special... 2. ce cee cee one 12,475.76 
vy Prize Fund on. oka ee ies 72.68 
es Suspense Account... 1.0. oe 2,566.30 
» Bills payable: 4,838 130 © 9/... cae 48,387.50 
vo Sundry Creditors ... 1.0 12 see tee cae nee tee 30894.47 
»» Balance of Protit and Loss Account _... 31,879 00 


ee ee es 


Reva: $378,275.71 


Ce. 
By l.anded Property and Buildings thereon... ... $ 62,411.15 
»» Machinery in operation 1s. see vee nee nee nee 479232490 
»» Plant, Casks and Vats, and Corking and other 


Machines ... 1. ccs cae cue cee tee nee ee wee 62 
» Working Stores, Malt, Hops, Stock of Beer and 361343 

Bottles... uss one eos tee ore ten 238,528.98 
ao New Cellars a) weer Weeliase alees, ce Zese> cebu Ys 23,684.43 
ss Office and other Furniture... 2.00 00.0.1. see eee 55X.3 
» Hongkong and Shanghai Bank Account , 27,052.88 
as Petty Cash css ica teas asa. eed eee see ese. aoe 88.19 
o Fire Insurance Policies Current ... 0. ws 6at.9x 
oe Sundry Debtors ase... cee vee ces tee + $2,763.04 


—_—_—_ 


‘ 4 $378,275.71 
WORKING ACCOUNT. 
1896. 
3st March. Dr. 


Tolnterest ... ... oe $ 8,946 69 


90 GOON ince. Sade: “exci “ven fweu: <4es- dee? eds ce¥s. “tae 114.50 
a» Ground Rent ... sso cee cee cae tee cee ene we nly 
sp Fire Insurance... ... sss see cee tee cee nee tee tea 48 
o. Salaries, Wages, Bonus, &c. 2... 21. ose vee cee = 28 409.65 
» Charges, &c....... Sn, Sie” sases Boe eee: seu: 000 7,914.20 
ys Wear and Tear aa see',, Séee, exe’. sees $0369.23 
s, Discounts, Commission and Advertising ... ...  §§,128,22 
»» Depreciation on Buildings, Machinery & Plant... 22,996.01 
»» Addition to Reserve Fund... see nee one coe 8984.94 
», Directors’ and Auditor’s Fees ... cee ate 3,300 00 
»» Balance to Profitand Losa Account... ... 36,264.86 
. $171,065.44 
1896. 
rst March. Cr. 


y Profit on Brewing Account... .. 0 ose cee ee 


vee $170,653. 
oo Waste Grains ... . Ss 


432.00 





$271,065.44 
PROFIT AN!) LOSS ACCOUNT. 


1896. 
gtst March. 





Dr. 
To Interim Dividend paid a3rd October, 1895 ... ... § 7,500.09 
oe Balance ... 0... ace nae tee tees ee tee wet 3K,879.00 
$ 39,379.00 
1896. 9379 
rst March, Cr. 
y Balance from year 8894/§ ... 0... ... ase seo BB TRH 
» Working Account for year 1895/6 se ee sue wee 36,264.86 





—ae 


$ 39,379.00 


Jauus Stkwarr, Secretary. 


I have examined the foregoing accounts and compared them 
with the Books, Vouchers, and Securities in the possession of 
the Company, and find them to be correct. 


R. S. Scawasg, Auditor. 


The CHAtRMAN—As a preliminary to our pro 
ceedings to-day, I would suggest that the minutes 
of the last general meeting, that duly appeased in 
the local newspapers al the time, be taken as read, 
and with your permission I will similacly deal with 
the cepott and accounts, which have been in your 
hands the last two or three days. 

This suggestion meeting with the approval of 
the shareholders present, 

The CHAIRMAN proceeded—It now gives me 
much pleasure to move from the Chair the adop- 
tion of the repo:t and accounts, for the directors 
hope they will prove as satisfactory to the share- 
holders as they are looked upon by them. It is 
gratifying to have to think that the hopes they ex- 
pressed at the last annual meeting in regard to the 
increase in business have been fully :ealised, while 
it is satisfactory to note that the expansion of 
business is not confined to one channel, but is 
generally distributed over our sales to Japanese, 
and ouc local and export trade, thus testifying 
to the general and growing popularity of our 
beer. As slated in the report, this demand for 
our beer shows signs of further increase. The 
current month is one of the best we have ever ex- 
petienced, and if demand continues to grow as it 
is doing, then our cellarage—the capacity of which 
has been enlarged during the past year by nearly 
fifty per cent.<—will not be sufficient to meet the 
growing requirements of our business, and we 
shall ere long have to make further extensions. 
To meet our larger business, you will recollect that 
an increased issue of debentures was sanctioned 
to the extent, in all, of $100,000. The $50,000 of 
old bonds were therefore paid off and $90,000 of the 
new debentures placed on the market, the $40,000 
additional bonds being readily taken ata price of 
$104. There remains, therefore, in the hands of 
the Directors a balance of $10,000, which it may 
be necessary to issue during the current year to 
meet the demands for additional plant. You will 
notice in the report that we refer to our success 
at the Kyoto Exhibitlon, where we gained the 
highest medal and certificate awarded for 
beer. We consider that the expenses thus in- 
volved in exhibiting ‘ Kirin” Beer was more 
than adequately compensated for by the satisfac- 
tory result that “ Kirin’? now stands as the only 
beer brewed in Japan that has obtained the 
highest medals awarded to beer at both the Tokyo 
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Exhibition of 1890, and the Kyoto Exhibition of 
1895. Our chief brewer, Mr. Heckert, went home 
in Bebruary last on well earned leave of absence, 
after nine years of continuous service. While 
nominally holiday -making ind Entope he has pro- 
mised nevertheless to give his attention to the com- 
pany’s interests by inspecting breweries and noting 
latest improvements in everything relating to our 
business, and we look for much benefit from his 
visit to Burope. His place meantime is most 
efficiently filled by our assistant-brewer, Mr, Von 
Mann, and I would bear testimony on behalf of 
the directors to the good services of all the staff, 
both foreign and Japanese, on whom much addi- 
tion work has been thrown during the year hy the 
increase in our business. This the directors have 
sought to recognize by the payment of what they 
consider well deserved bonuses, which, although 
not appearing in full on the face of the accounts, 
are included in the heading of salaries and wages 
instead of as hitherto, The amount in all is 
$4,430.47; but [ may rematk that the large: pro- 
portion of this is due in lieu of salary unde 
our agreements with Me. Heckert and our 
Secretary. ‘The accounts do not, I think, 
call for any lengthened comment, but it will 
doubtless be satisfactory to the shareholders 
to note that the profits of the year have enabled 
the directors to write off from working ac- 
count considerable amounts for depreciation 
on buildings, plant, and machinery, To the add- 
ition to reserve fund [would direct special atten- 
tion, This has gained during the year by the 
premium resulting from the sale of the $40,000 
additional debenture bonds—a sum of $1,346.50, 
to which has been added $12,484.94 from the pro- 
fits of the year. It would doubtless have been 
nore correct liad this latter amount been passed 
through profit and loss account for the year and so 
been submitted to the shareholders, but through 
a misunderstanding it has been dealt with as 
shown in the accounts. [hope that in thus deale 
ing with the amount we have only anticipated the 
cousent of the shareholders, and that they will 
not now withhold their approval. The reserve 
fund now, as you will observe, shows at credit 
the substantial amount of $25,000, apart 
from the special reserve of $12,475.76 which is 
held for adjustment of exchange. With the 
marked expansion of our business, charges thereon, 
asa matter of course, have increased in propor- 
tion, and it will be voted that salaries, wages, fuel, 
discounts, and commission have all grown into 
considerably larger figures than last year, but 
that is only an additional sign of our general 
prosperity. The net result is that, after provid- 
ing for depreciation, bonuses, writing off to re- 
serve, directors’ fees, and declaring an interim 
dividend of five per cent., there is a disposable 
balance of $31,879.50, which the Directors propose 
to distribute, $22,500 as additional dividend, 
making 20 per cent. for the year, and carry 
forward the sum of $9,379 to wnext year’s 
account. If you adopt the report, you will confirm 
this disposal of the funds, and I now again beg 
formally to propose the passing and adoption of 
the report together with the accounts. Previously 
to adopting this suggestion, it may be that share- 
holders may wish explanations of some items of the 
accounts, and I shall be glad to reply to any ques- 
tions to the best of my ability, but I may temark 
that in some cases it might be more convenient if 
shareholders would apply to the Secretary, who 
will at all times be glad to furnish him from 
the books, that are always open to them, with 
any information required. 

Mr. VYgeenp Duer seconded the Chairman’s 
proposal that the report and accounts be adopted. 

Mr. Heavine asked if the Directors’ fees were 
not $1,000 per annum ? 

The CHainmMan—Yes, they have been $1,000 for 
the last few years. Duving the first three years of 
the Company’s existence the Directors took nothing 
in the way of fees. 

Mr, HBALING—Then in view of the satisfactory 
state of the Company’s business, 1 beg to move 
that the Directors’ fees be raised to $1,500, and 
that they remain so raised until further action is 
taken in the matter atau annual general meeting. 

Mr. Bennettr—I second. In view of the 
gratifying result of the Directors’ labours the 
$1,500 is well deserved. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that the accounts 
should be passed before this matter was put to 
the vote. 

Mr. Hgaxine said that it was a matter (hat 
came into the accounts, 

Mr. BewneTr—Yes, it simply alters the balance 
to be carried forward. 

The CHarrman then put the motion to the 
meeting and it was carried unanimously. In 
returning thanks for the compliment, the Chair- 
man said the Directors were greatly honoured by 
such a generous recognition of their services. He 
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would now put the resulution regarding the ac- 
that wre now altered in accordance with 
the foregoing proposal by $500 in the balance 


counts, 


carried forward, to the meeting. 
This was also carried. 


The next business was the election of two Direc: 
tors—Mr. Dodds and Mr. Baer retiring by 


rotation. 
On the motion of Mr. Warp, 


also the auditor, Mr. Schwabe. 


Votes of thanks to the staff, Japanese and fo- 
were accorded and 


reign, and to the Directors, w 
acknowledged, and the proceedings terminated. 


a 
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A GATHERING OF 1EA-MERCHANTS. 


—_———_»——_—_—- 


The Japanese are an eminently hospitable tace, 
and when, to use a colldquialism of the day, they 
lay themselves out to entertain the foreign vesie 


On 


Wednesday afternoon the Japanese Tea-merchants’ 


dent, they do the thing exceedingly well. 


seconded by Mr. 
Bennett, these gentlemen were re-elected, as was 
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teaemerchants, and drink 
health.—(Lond cheers.) 
Mr. H.C. Picort (Messrs. Mourilyan, 


to your 


said—We feel it a very happy thing indeed to be 
on the invitation of Mr. Otani and the other mem. 
ed to us to-day. 
before.—(Long continued applause.) 


America there were only two classes of tea used 


both were imported from China. 


continued 


Hei- 


maun, 8 Co.) speaking in the Japanese tongue, 
enabled to sit down at this banquet here to-day 


bers of the Tea Guild. We can find no words 
sufficiently adequate to fully express our appre- 
ciation of the cordial and kind (treatment extend- 
I can assure you all, gentlemen, 
that it is our sincere desire that our intercourse 
should become warmer aud more cordial than ever 


Mr. Oris A. Pooce (Messrs. Smith, Baker & 
Co.) next said—When IT was a little boy in 


in the United States, Llack tea and green tea, and 
We had but 
vague ideas as to the mode of their manufacture 
beyond reading that they were cured in copper 
pans while other poisonous compounds we heard 
entered into the leaf in the course of manufacture. 
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sent to the lock-up in a patrol waggon, Another 
of the “City Fathers” was returning ho:e 
from a funeral of a friend one night at six o’clock 
and finding an electric street car in his way he 
jumped out of his buggy and tried to throw the 
motorman off the car. Finding the motorman had 
some muscle of his own, the Alderman tried to 
shoot him. The car was stopped near a police 
station and half a dozen policeman come out and, 
finding the ‘City Father” vehemently resisting 
all authority, seized him by hand and foot and 
actually dragged him through snow and slop acioss 
street to the police court where he gave bond to he 
the set free, That is one side of Chicago life that 
impresses a stranger. There is a better side, 
however. The Doré Gallery of paintings from 
London is now on exhibition in the Art Institute 
in this city. Thousands of people visit the Ins- 
litute every day to see them. The largest 
are 20 by 30 feet and are wonderful art pro 
ductions. Christ Leaving the Praetorium,” 
“©The Fall of Lucifer,’ ‘ The Dream of Pilate’s 
Wile,” “The Vale of Tears,” '* The Neophyte,” 
with its companion piece ‘‘ Day Dream,” are the 


Simple people in the country, however, went on 
drinking the decoction obtained from this green 
Chinese tea, and diank the poisons as well, 
Wien I was about ten years old the first 
green teas from Japan entered our country 
and they were ceadily accepted on account 
of their purity, being found wholly free from 
poisonous matter. Lhe people as I have just 
remarked, when they once made acquaintance 
with the clean, pure Japanese tea, dropped the 
Chinese teas, and year by year the demand 
increased. ‘The climate of some of the American 
States makes green tea a better beverage for 
people working out-of-doors, and thus itis very 
largely used: while black tea is preferred by 
students, people of sedentary habits, and those 
whose occunation and mode of life keeps them 
much in the house. This great demand for Japan- 
ese preen leas eventually led to grave abuses in the 
business. A good deal of infecior tea produced in 
this country was coloured in order to palm it off 
for tea of better quality: only a little colowing 
matter was used at first, but, as time went on, 
more and more came to be employed, and soon 
Japanese tea lost ils character for purity and free- 
dom from adulteration. This was a great evil and 
has had a wholly bad effect upon the reputation of 
Japanese teas. If this is a great evil, how shall 
we start about remedying it and restoting it to 
its former prestige? As you know, all the na- 
tions of the world are waking up to the necessity 
of enforceing pure food laws for the better pre- 
servation and protection of the health of the 
people. The Government of the United States 
has regularly appointed Commissioners whose 
duty it is to analyze the food-stuffs that are offered 
for sale in the States. Now what will be the effect 
of their report when they come lo analyze some 
of the cheap, coloured Japanese teas? I fear 
to say. The people on reading their reports will 
shudder Iam afcaid, and in their desire to obtain 
a respectable, pure tea, will turn to the product of 
Ceylon. But you tea-manufacturers of Japan must 
forestall such a result. You should petition your 
ever ready and obliging Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce to put into force some stringent 
regulations that will have the effect of restoring 
the reputation and credit of Japanese teas in the 
inarkets of the wo:ld.—(Loud applause.) 

Mr. Orant Kangt bowed his acknowledgments 
to the last speaker, and then called for cheers for 
the tea-merchants, both foreign and Japanese, in 
the Empire of the Rising Sun. The call was 


Guild of Yokohama—of whom Mr, Otani Kahei 
is the popular president—invited the foreign tea 
merchants of the port, the representatives of 
foreign and venacular journals, and others, to 
a banquet and entertainment at the Koyokan, 
Shiba Park, Tokyo. Among those who accepted 
the invitation were Messrs. E. Re Smith, N. F. 
Smith, O. A. Poole, H. C. Piggott, M. Baggallay, 
M. H. R. Harris, F. H. Loring, C. P. Low, R. M. 
Varnum, C. Gibbens, J. C. Hartland, W. Y. 
Showler, C. B. Stedman, J. O. Averill, J. H. 
Brooke, H. Grandstein, H. R. Mair, O. Voight, 
M. Maruyama, of the Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce, etc. Each guest received, before 
leaving Yokohama, a dainty boutonntere consist- 
ing of a twig and flower fiom the tea-plant, attach- 
ed to which was a tassel of while and ted silk 
—altogether a pleasing object “possessing a 
charm and beauty all its own, Upon arrival 
at the Koyokan, the Reception Committee, 
that comprised among others, Messrs. Otani 
Kahei, Okano Rihei, Yoshinaga Nizo, Katsumi 
Genshichi, Watanabe Shojiro, etc., welcomed 
their guests, and announced that the gathering 
had been called “with a hope to cement our 
fiiendship and esteem.” Some clever feats of 
legerdemain, and the taking of photographs in the 
beautiful gardens of the Club—now iv their 
charming spring dress of red maple and lovely 
azaleas—whiled away the afternoon hours, aud 
just as the shades of evening were gathering an 
adjournment was made to the banquetting room. 
Dinner, as usual at affairs of this description, was 
enlivened with several pretty Japanese dances, 
principal among which were some introducing the 
flaps of all wations. Hlalf-way through the repast 
a little speechmaking was indulged in, among the 
speakers being the following :— 

Mr. Orani Kane said—Gentlemen : You have 
been for years strenuously endeavouring to aug: 
ment the channels of trade in the foreign markets 
for the sale, and to raise the repute of, Japanese 
tea, which is one of our principal staples, and it is 
mainly due to your exertions that the tea trade of 
this country has reached its present flourishing 
condition. We think, therefore, that it is a proper 
duty devolving upon those engaged, as we are, in 
the tea business, to manifest our high regard for 
your assistance, to encourage more intimate 
relations between us, and through social inter 
course to learn your views on all matters con- 
nected with the industry, and thus endeavour 
to advance the prosperity of this line of trade. 

























































































most beautiful and interesting, Beside such mar- 
vellous colouring and tinting, such genius of facial 
expression and character touches, such wonderful 
life-like realities, the common art of the day seems 
unworthy of a passing notice. The exhibit is a 
great treat to the people of Chicago. 

Two exhibits of art work from Japan are ow 
attracting a good deal of attention in the Tustitute. 
The following description of the one on the wall is 
written just beneath it:— Old Japanese Tapestry 
presented by the Emperor of Japan to Mrs. W. QO. 
Gsesham, 1896. Subject: Royal procession of 
the old Emperor. The border is modern and 
bears the Emperot’s crest, the white chrysan- 
themum, indicating that itis from His Majesty’s 
private collection. Lent by Mr. W. Q. Gresham.” 
In a glass show-case near by are exhibited the silk 
wrappings in which the tapestry was packed in 
sending it to America. In another case is a 
beautiful pair of old cloisonné vases that were 
presented to Mis. Gresham by the Emperor at the 
same time. They are much admired by the visitors. 


“ Divine Healer, Dr. Jno. Alex Dowie” pays 
$300 for the use of the great Auditorium in this 
city every Sunday afternoon for advertising his 
« Divine Healing Homes,” where he charges $15 
per week for healing those who come to his home 
for treatment. He keeps the great audience 
interested by disparaging churches and medicines 
and calling the newspapers liars. One of the 
marvels of this enlightened age is the extent to 
which people can be hoodwinked and swindled and 
really enjoy it. 

The Auditorium building, by the way, isone of 
the wonders of this wonderful city in buildings. 
At a cost of $3,200,000 it presents an outward 
appearance of the “ Egyptian idea of solidity,” 
while the whole interior is a beautiful gem in art. 
The great audience room, capable of seating 5,000, 
with its myriad electric lights is bewildering in its 
beauty and grandeur, 

Miss Annie L. Howe, of the Kobe Kindergarteu, 
and Miss Mary Danforth formerly of the Nagoya 
Jo-Gakko, have been delivering addresses in the 
Chicago Churches on their work in Japan. Dr. 
J. G. Johnson, who was in Japan last autumn as 
one of the special commissioners of the American 
Board, recently delivered an address at the 
Y. M. C.A. of this city on “The Social Uplift of 
Japan.” ‘The audience showed their deep interest 
by asking the Doctor many questions after the 
address was finished. 


Our conviction of this duty is the result of 
mature consideration and has not been reach- 
We had hoped ere this to have 
met you at the social board, but a favourable 
opportunity did not present and we had reluctant- 
ly to postpone our meeting. The time has now 
come, however, and the fact that you have favour- 


ed hastily. 


ed us with your presence here to-day is not only 


at. honour and a pleasure to us, but is a pledge 


of more cordial relations in the future. Gentle. 
men, our sentiments towards you are as unmis- 
takeable in their character as are the symbols of 
the snow of Fujisan and the cherry blossoms of 
this season, and if you do us the honour of cecipro- 
cating them it will redound to the reputation and 
enhancement of the tea-merchants of the city of 
Yokohama and of all others engaged in this trade 
thronghout the Empire. Learnestly hope that if 
any of yougentlemen hold any views respecting the 
condition, improvement, and development of Japa- 
nese tea and the trade therein, you will kindly 
make any suggestions without reserve. One 
word more ere I finish: I wish to express our 
delight that you have been good enough to houonr 
us to-day with your presence, notwithstanding the 


fact that you are now absorbingly engaged in busi- 


ness on account of the approach of the teaseason. 
IT thank you, as the representative of the native 





heartily responded lo. 


Mr. N. F, SMITH returned thanks on behalf of 


all the foreigners present, journalists as well astea- 


meichants, and said that everyone present fully 


‘eciprocated the cordial expressions contained in 
the letter of invitation. 


Several dances followed, the proceedings break- 


ing up ata late hour. 
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LEIZTER FROM CHICAGO. 


——_—__<—__—_———— 
(From a CorRESPONDENT.) 





Chicago, March 18th. 

Chicago seemed a clean city so long as her 
streets were covered with snow, but now the 
snow is melting the awful filth of unclean streets 
is made visible. In one of the principal wards the 
ladies have organized themselves into an associ- 
ation for cleaning the streets, while the ‘thugs 
and thieves” that compose the Aldermanic Board 
are squandering public funds for selfish purposes. 

Two drunken Aldermen were going down the 
street one nipht recently using more of the side 
wall. than was necessary, when they tried lo run 
over a police captain, A hand to hand fight en- 


sued resulting in the twodrunken Aldermen being 


Google 





The Chicago Record, one of the leading daily 
papers of this city, recently gave $30,000, in prizes 
for ‘stories of mystery” of any kind. The first 
prize of $10,000, was won by Mr: Harry S. Ed- 
wards, of Macon, Georgia. Mr. Edwards is well- 
known in American magazine literature. His prize 
article is entitled ‘Sons and Fathers,” and con- 
tains some mystery about the past, present, and 
future of the South. The story will begin in the 
Record ow March 22nd. It will be published in 
other American papers simultaneously. 


In some things Chicago can astonish the Japan- 
ese even in cheap prices. You can buy a fourteen 
page daily paper for one cent. Every daily in the 
city is sold for one cent, One can get a very good 
meal for ten cents. It consists of a beef-steak, 
potatoes, beet, or peas, butter, good bread, and 
a cup of coffee, tea, or fresh milk. It will be hard 
to beat that any where, At that rate one ought 
not to go hungry. 

After balloting every day for nearly three 
months for a United States Senator, the Kentucky 
legislature had to adjourn by Constitutional limi- 
tation on the 17th of March without electing a 
Senator or doing any thing else to the credit or 
good of the State. It has shown to the American 
people how disgraceful politicians can become for 
selfish or party purposes. Itis to be hoped that 
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such childish wrangling of the people’s law-makers 
will hasten the day when United States Senators 
will be elected by a popular vote of the people as 
the Representatives now are. . 


AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 
—_—__—_@_—_ 
By Joun Piumm™er, M.J.S. 


Sydney, March rath. 

The proceedings of the conference of Australian 
premiers was held with closed doors, consequently 
no report of the proceedings has been published, 
but an official version of the decisions arrived 
at by the members was issued to the press. As 
had been generally anticipated, the conference 
decided not to recommend the Australian Go- 
vernments to join in the treaty entered into be- 
tween Great Britain and Japan, as it was feared 
it would be followed by an influx of Japanese 
cheap labour and articles to the detriment of the 
working classes in Australia. It was resolved 
that it is not expedient for the colonies to take 
advantage of Article 19 in the treaty allowing 
them to participate in the treaty between Great 
Britain and Japan provided they give adhesion 
before August next. There was very little discus- 
sion on the question, the result being a foregone 
conclusion, The Australian papers generally 
have approved of the attitude assumed by the 
conference, the Melbourne Argus rematking that, 
—'We had the right to take the treaty up o 
leave it alone, and public opinion is in favour of 
letting it alone—of accepting wo risks. In her 
commerical relations, Japan is in what is called 
by its friends and advocates the “ fair-trade” 
stage. One set of duties are levied upon one 
group of nations, and another set of duties upon 
another. (!) The coasting trade is opon to one 
nation’s vessels, and not to the vessels of another 
nation. (!) Everywhere under the treaty Great 
Britain will come in under ‘the most favoured 
nation’? clause. Whatever liberality is shown to 
auy country now or in the future Great Britain 
shares in it. This is the position which Great 
Britain occupies the whole woild over, and it is 
the secret of her growing strength. Japan is 
now being more and more opened up to the world, 
and Great Britain will occupy the position, there 
that she does elsewhere of competing on the best 
possible terms. Other nations see in Japan a 
possible competitor. The British policy is based 
on the idea that she is a possible customer, The 
argument of the men who vepotiated the treaty 
is, that if Japan sells she must also buy, and this 
is self-evident. The exports from Yokohama and 
Hiogo are going up by leaps and bounds, but so 
also are the imports. The British object is to do 
business, to receive those exports and to supply 
those imports. So far as Australia is concerned, 
however, the way is blocked. The very first 
clauses of the treaty provide that the subjects of 
each nation shall have full right of ingress and 
egress as regards the country of the other, and 
be at liberty to carry on trade and to acquire 
property. And, the living being thus looked after, 
the dead are provided for by a condition that 
they shall be entitled to their own cemeteries, 
where their respective funeral rites can be per- 
formed. These clauses about the ‘quick and the 
“dead” appear to be the foundation on which 
the treaty is based, and though the cemetery pro- 
visions would be cheerfully acquiesced in, it is 
more than doubtful whether the free imigration 
clause could be carried in any Australian Legis- 
lature. Australia is reserved for the white man, 
at all events until we are sure that the white 
man cannot work some particular point, and 
that experience will not be gained in this gene. 
ration. Japan looms large before the popular 
imagination as a country from which an over- 
whelming immigration to ouc shores might 
set in, and as the treaty would bind our hand 
for twelve years there is no such inclination 
to run the risk. Probably there would be no such 
immigration. But, onthe other hand, possibly 
there is little or no trade opening for us in Japan, 
When there is some peril ahead and when there 
is little information, the correct policy must be 
one of ‘masterly inactivity.” : 

The observations of the Avgus may be regarded 
as fairly interpreting public opinion in Australia, 
where the prejudice against Asiatic immigration 
has been largely fostered by the great numbers of 
Syrians, Afghans, and others finding their way 
into Sydney, Melbourne, and other cities, whence 
they proceed into the country districts as hawkers 
of miscellaneous articles. The great fear of the 
Australians is, however, based upon the rapid pro- 
gress made by Japan in the industrial arts. The 
scare created by the assertion that Japanese-made 
boots and shoes were being largely imported into 
Australia shows how deeply rooted is this feeling 


Google 


of apprehension in the popular mind. For several 
days nothing was talked of save the autlicipated 
heavy imports of boots and shoes from Japanese 
factories. The rumour originated in some election 
speeches recently made in Sydney, and, despite 
its almost instantaneous disproval, continued to 
find credence among considerable numbers of 
people, especially those opposed to the free trade 
policy of the New South Wales government, 
One of the strongest disclaimers came from the 
establishment of Messrs. Enoch Taylor & Sons, of 
Sydney, one of the largest boot and shoes manu- 
facturing and importing firms in Australia. It 
was to the following effect:—‘'‘ We say, with a 
fairly accurate knowledge of the subject, that the 
repeal of duties on Ist January has not affected 
the boot trade of Sydney, our own factory being 
a striking example to the contrary, for at no time 
since we began manufacturing (now over three 
years) have we been been so busy as at the present 
period, with several mouths’ orders in hand, which 
have been placed for execution during December, 
January, and the present month. We know of 
factories who are not so busy, but they are princi- 
pally those who turn out an inferior class of boot, 
The higher grades of colonial goods can and do 
hold their own against the world. Now, a word 
for Japanese-made boots. Although we are manu- 
facturers, we are importers as well, and we have 
tried for years to obtain something from Japan 
lower in price than other pedple could produce. 
Every attempt has ended in failure, and we cau 
safely assert that up to toeday not a case of a 
single line of Japanese-made boots has entered 
Sydney Heads, and is not likely to for many 
years, We cannot go into the reasons why they 
are not likely to be competitors in the manu. 
facture of boots; but we know that absence 
of raw material and thoroughly equipped up- 
to-date factories willtake many years to establish 
if they are ever brought into existence. What 
is reducing the uumber of hands in many 
factories is the introduction of labour-saving 
machinery. This is our own case; we now em. 
ploy 25 per cent. fewer hands than two years ago, 
with nearly double the output. Machinery, for 
the moment, is making more men idle than the 
tariff ; but we are hopeful, when we understand 
and can use our machinery to its utmost capacity, 
to employ more hands and retain control of this 
market to the exclusion of all imported goods— 
and we are not protectionists, but freestraders.” 
Subsequently it was ascertained that since the 
Ist January, 1896, there was imported from Japan 
(Kobe) into NewSouth Wales one whole package 
of boots, valued at £19. As before stated, a 
package, valued at £8, was received in Sydney in 
the early part of last year, and these two consign- 
ments constituted the whole of the trade in boots 
since January, 1895. Recollecting, however, that 
articles of commerce are often shipped at Hong- 
kong which might have been made in Japan, in- 
quiries were made on this point, and it transpired 
that since the rst of January of this year 26 pack- 
ages were shipped to this colony, valued at £109 
—about the usual average of the trade—but the 
packages contained ordinary Chinese shoes only. 
The Japanese shipments were to the order of 
Messrs. Grace Brothers, Sydney, and the leading 
member of that firm, on being interrogated, seem- 
ed to be enjoying the joke immensely, although he 
stated definitely that he had lost money over the 
experiment. He was quite certain on that point. 
He did not attempt to conceal anything. Hehad 
imported the goods, and he had lost over them, 
that was all; but he had apparently very little 
cause for complaint, They had afforded him a 
good deal of diversion, As to the price, they were 
about 25 per cent. cheaper than the colonial-made 
article, and a good many people would not be able 
to tell the difference ; but at present they were not 
suited to the requirements of the trade. There 
was the point of the whole thing. In some respects 
the boots were good, but there were others in 
which they were the reverse,”’ 

In conversation with a newspaper reporter, Mr. 
F. Kanematsu of Sydney, a large importer of 
Japanese goods, and a Japanese into the bargain, 
said it was “all foolistiness ” this talk about Japan- 
ese boots swamping the colonial markets. He had 
been hugely amused at all the discussion on the 
subject, but he thought it had gone far enough. 
Sooner or later Australians might feel Japanese 
competition in colonial markets, but not in boots, 
and not for the next 10 or 20 years tocome. He 
had not imported any himself, and he did not in- 
tend todo so. He knew better than that. There 
were no factories in Japan on anything like the 
scale of ours, and they had to import nearly all the 
raw material for bootmaking. Besides this, they 
were not, and would not be fora very long time 
to come, in a position to do more than supply their 
own wants in this line. No doubt labour was 
cheaper in Japan than here, but that was a small 


consideration as against the cost of importing :aw 
material, and the absence of up-to-date machinery. 
The Consul-General for Japan, Mr. Marks, in re- 
ply to a cequest for information, wrote as tollaws to 
the Newcastle Herald (New South Wales) :—*'' 1 
have not yet received the full Customs report from 
Japan for the year 1895 in connection with the ex- 
port of boots from Japan. I do not think the 
manufacturers of your colony need feel scared 
about their market being swamped by the Japan- 
ese-made article. All small communities are 
naturally petty by their isolation policy. The 
Australasian colonies are no exception to the gene- 
ral rule. It only shows a want of confidence in 
themselves, especially when their manufactures re- 
quire diyenursing. They seem to forget that Japan 
has over 40 millions of people who require clothing 
and feeding; many thousands of them wear boots. 
The hoot industry there is quite in its infancy, and 
will naturally take many yeats before they can 
compete with the European-made article, or make 
sufficient, nor will the quality of the goods be of 
such a nature as to intefere with the manufactures 
of the Australian colonies. Of course the day will 
come when Japan will be a big exporter of woollen 
and cotton goods, also boots and shoes. She is 
handicapped by having to import all her raw 
material, Japan produces no wool, little cotton, 
and few hides. To make up for those deficien- 
cies, labour is reasonable, but becoming dearer 
every year. I cannot give you the number of 
hands employed in the boot trade. The average 
price of boots is $2 to $8 per pair, according to 
quality. Rate of wages per day, from Soc. to $1 
for first-class work. The quality would be finer 
than the Australian-made article, but less durable 
than European-made boots. The exports to all 
parts were 18,460 pairs; declared value, $13,983. 
The imports of boots from foreign countries were 
4,135 pairs, valued at $18,828; Great Britain 
supplied 888 pairs, valued at $10,622; the 
United States supplied 2,978 pairs, valued at 
$6,820 ; all other countries the balance. I much 
regret that I cannot give you fuller particulars, 
but for all practical purposes I fancy the informa- 
tion given will meet your views. When I was in 
Japan a few months ago I gave an address before 
the Chamber of Commerce at Tokyo. Amongst 
the many suggestions I made was one that the 
chambe: should petition the Legislature to 
admit the taw material into Japan free, and give 
a subsidy for the contemplated line of mail boats 
about to start on the Australian route. Un- 
fortunately, the colonies with a high tariff are 
extremely selfish ; they will take alland give no- 
thing in retucn.” 


The majority of Australian newspapers, es- 
pecially in New South Wales, while deriding the 
Japanese boots scare, regarded the introduction 
of Japanese made boots and shoes as one of the 
possibilities of the near future. ‘' We suspect,” 
says the Mattland Mercury, ‘it will become neces- 
sary for statesmen the world over, and of whatever 
fiscal faith, to consider how importations from 
such a country as Japan are to be dealt with. 
Neither protectionists nor freetraders have yet 
been confronted with precisely such a problem. 
However, though Japan gets credit for being 
about to become a great manufacturing country, 
and a competitor in every market with her goods, 
the problem is one cather of the early future than 
of the present, and sufficient unto the day is the 
evil thereof. As to the existence or otherwise of 
boot factories in Japan, the available evidence 
undoubtedly points to the former. A London 
Times correspondent has described recently the 
inarvellous progress made by the newly-aroused 
nation in arts and in manufactures, especially 
manufactures of the more useful kind, And boots 
and shoes, said to be of excellent quality, are 
specially mentioned. Moreover, at the Chicago 
World's Fair three Japanese firms were exhibi- 
tors of boots and shoes made by them. It would 
be absurd to doubt, in face of this testimony, the 
presence of some boot factories in Japan, but the 
product has not found its way here yet. Should it 
do so, it will behove every protectionist to shun as 
the plague cheap Japanese-made boots and shoes, 
and thus the market for these may be consider- 
ably restricted.” 

The Barrier Miner, the organ of the Broken 
Hill silver mining industry, takes a peculiar view 
of Japanese industrial competition. It says that, 
—'* The purchasing power of the sovereign in the 
East has thus increased about 80 per cent.—just 
about as much as the purchasing power of silver 
in Europe, America, and Australia has fallen. 
That is why the East can cut into the white men’s 
trade in all directions. Will a protective tariff 
keep these goods out? Certainly, if the tariff is 
high enough—say, 100 per cent. Hardly less than 
that willdo. It is not simply that the Asiatic lives 
on poorer stuff. Drop the Asiatic in gold-using 
Australia, where he would have to buy as well as 
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sell on a gold basis, and he would not be a very 
formidable competitor, For this reason the exclu- 
sion of the Asiatic, although eminently desirable, is 
not of the economic importance that some appear 
to think. He is formidable because his rupee or his 
yen or his tael is still worth to him just what it used 
to be, while to the outside European it is (through 
the fall in silver) worth only a little more than 
half as much pold; in other words, the Asiatic 
will give for one sovereign wearly twice as much 
corn, or silk, or tea, or coal, or matches, &c., as 
he used to do. Obviously against this kind of 
thing ordinary protective tariffs are valueless.” 


Mr. Nakagawa, who has been appointed Japa 
nese Consul for Queensland, has atrived at 
Townsville, from whence he will proceed to Syd- 
ney, returning in about a month's time to take up 
his residence in Brisbane or ‘Townsville. He 
states that his credentials have been forwarded to 
the Imperial Government for recognition, and 
pending their transmission to the Government of 
Queensland through the British Colonial Office, 
he has communicated with the Queensland Pre- 
mier, asking that he be provisionally acknow- 
ledged. Dining a conversation he spoke hope- 
fully of the establishment of a trade in wool he. 
tween Australia and Japan. On the subject of 
immigration he said the Government would not 
encoumage emigration of their people unless under 
contracts. Even in favourable contracts indivi- 
dual emigrants must have passports signed by two 
guarantors, which do not permit the individual to 
pass out of a colony to which he goes. The gua- 
rautors would have to provide finds to bring a 
man back if he was unable to pay his own way 
back. It was strange, under these strict condi- 
tions, that an anti-Japanese feeling should exist in 
Australia. The question was a simple one, and 
the Japanese Government would be unwise to 
sacrifice the goodwill of a friendly nation by 
simply sending a few thousand emigrants to 
Queensland, Japan did not intend to forfeit the 
guodwill and friendship of Great Britain. If a 
sugar planter, for instance, wants Japanese 
labourers, an agreement must be made, and ine 
less the contract is favourable to Japanese labour- 
ers the Government would not peimit the people 
to come. He declared there was not any fear 
whatever that individual members of the Japan- 
ese labouring class would come to Queensland. 
Queensland may have some who have come over 
trom Port Darwin and Thursday Island, where 
they have been living for a long time, but thase 
from Japan will be very few indeed, 

Mi. Byrnes, the Queensland Attorney-General, 
who has recently returned from a holiday trip to 
Hawaii, has had something to say about the 
Japanese in that place. Out of a population of 
100,000 there are 40,000 natives and half-casies, 
25,000 Japanese, neatly 15,000 Chinese, and 3,000 
Portuguese. ‘ The Japanese,” said Mr. Bytnes 
tothe inevitable newspaper interviewer, ‘are be- 
coming an immense power in the islands, 
Whether they will consent to remain long in the 
condition of non-participants in the government is 
fairly open to question, They are multiplying 
there now. Statistics show 2,000 Japanese women 
in the republic, Many of the Japanese are desir- 
ous to become landowners there. Look at San 
Francisco, aud you will see advertisements among 
the ‘wanteds’ much in this style: ‘ Japanese 
offers services for house-work 3 must have nights 
off to attend school.’ Being a progressive people, 
they are spending their time—the better class 
among them, of course==in learning the English 
language, and to qualify themselves for more im. 
portant positions than we are generally disposed 
to attribute them with the ambition of acquiring,” 
With respect to the possibility of the Japanese 
question in Honolulu becoming one in which 
Australia may feel interested, Mr. Byrnes said 
T don’t think there is any need for alarm. But 
there is need for caution, The manifest destiny 
of Australia is to be a country for the Anglo- 
Celtic race, We are to be dominant in the 
Sauthecn Pacific. We may yet want a voice in 
the Northern Pacific as far as Honolulu is 
concerned, if itis to be made a Japanese colony. 
For we can uever tolerate Japan holding the 
Hawaiian group, which is in the direct line of our 
communication with Canada and the United 
States. I don’t believe that the United States will 
either, This coloured race question will be the 
first step in the foreign pelicy which Australia 
must eventually have. Ina few years, you will 
have Japanese shops and warehouses in the city of 
Sydney.” 

Mr. S. B. Salter, formerly of Sydney, but now 
of Melbourne, has lately teturned from Japan, 
whither he had proceeded, with a view to extend- 
Ing the export trade in horses carried on by him 
for several years past with Java and the East. 
He stated that he found everywhere a great open- 
ing for Australian produce, provided it were avail- 


ed of in what he considered the proper manner, 
‘* The Australian people,” he said, ‘' should help 
the Japanese boats in the first instance, so as to 
bring down the freights, for nothing can be done 
at presentrates. A single passage to Japan now 
costs £40, and that is a dreadful rate, and freight 
rates are in proportion; ‘There is a great business 
to be done with the two countries in frozen mutton. 
I could have gct large orders in Hongkong, but 
there were uo boats to bring the meatup. Large 
refiigerating stores are now going up in Hong- 
kong, so that the mutton could be taken direct 
from the steamer tothe coolchamber. Australian 
meat has not been tried on the macket yet, so that 
the demand would have to be worked up, bul from 
my experience [should say it would bring from 7d. 
and 8d. to rod, and ts. per Ib, The Indian meat, 
which is taken alive and killed there, is very in- 
ferior, but it brings 7d. to 8d. I found also that 
there would be a large trade for butter and cheese 
in both countries, but I don’t think there is a 
business to be done in flour, as American flour is 
landed too cheaply, the freights being far less than 
from here. You cannot do business direct with the 
Japanese unless you adopt the American principle 
and keep men there to watch every chance; but it 
is to he done through the people who are already 
there. There ace big firms everywhere, who know 
the Japanese methods of business, who know how to 
deal with them, and are on the spot to take advant- 
age ofopenings. In dealing with the Japanese they 
will come to you, get all your information, say they 
will come back to-inotrow o« next week, and so 
the time goes on, and the agent, who is limited 
for time, can do nothing. A good deal of harm 
has been done, too, by Australian representatives 
taking up samples and getting orders upon them, 
and then sending along inferior goods. Much 
trade has been lust in this way. Even in butter, 
what is being sent is falling off in quality, and is 
further injuring the reputation of Australian things 
in Japan. The Japanese trade is opening up, but 
it cannot be forced. The Australians who have 
gone there have so fai confined their attention to 
trying to force Australian goods on the Japanese, 
but have not tried to find a market for the Japan. 
ese goodsinretuim, They must not expect to pull 
the Japanese through the sea without getting wet. 
Everything first-class can find a very big market 
in Japan, but the Japanese point out that America 
takes their tea and their other goods, and there. 
fore they trade with America. But next month 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, a very tich company, 
is to begin running its boats to Australia, When 
I left the East the first boats were to be started 
about the end of Febsuary or in March, and when 
they have been running for 12 of 18 months a 
trade will have been established. They sent a 
boat here before, and at ance cut down the freights 
10s. a ton, but the war started, and they withdrew. 
Now the war is done with, they are to start again, 
The boats sent will be about 2,000 tons, with good 
passenger accommodation, and they will reduce 
both passenger and freight rates. ‘The company 
has from 35 to 40 boats, and it is now going to ex- 
tend ils operations to England and America, aud 
a commiltee is off to Europe to investigate for the 
purpose. They will send 12 ot 13 knot boats for 
the Australian trade, and a lot of their boats have 
refrigerators. The Government has piven them 
a subsidy for the purpose up to 100,0v0 dollars 
already, everything being arranged when the Par. 
liament met in December.” 

Mr. Salter states that, in pursuance of his own 
especial line, he visited the Japanese Government 
stud farms, and had various interviews with Japan- 
ese Ministers, and he also visited and was much 
impressed with the Japanese cavalry camps and 
their discipline, But the horses he found weedy, 
for though there are splendid stallions on the stud 
farms, the mares are no good, and have been des- 
troyed by in breeding. The Japanese Government 
has consequently voted thiee million yer to ime 
prove the breed of horses, and for this purpose a 
member of the Japavese Cabinet isto visit: Aus 
tralia, England, and Anmecica, from whence the 
new blood is to be drawn. Mr. Salter has already 
orders for horses, ponies, and catile for various 
pacts of the East, and expects to have to do with 
the selection of the new blood for the stud farms 


in Japan, 





THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE 
COTTON SPINNING INDUSTRY 
IN FAPAN. 

——~@___—_—_ 
1.—Tusx SuPPLY AND ConSUMPTION OF JAPAN. 
ESK AND FOREIGN CoTToN THREAD, 
The cotton spinning industry in Japan began to 
improve in 1887 and 1888, and the amount of cot- 


ton thread produced in the country has increased 
year after year, while the amount imported has 





Google 


gradually decreased. The home consumption of 
this article, however, has gone on increasing. The 
following is a comparative table which shows the 
amount imported and, also, the amount produced 
in the country since 1888 :— 

Amount Amount produced 


Year. imported. in the country, Total. 
in.* Kin. Kin. 
1888 ...... 47:439,693 5,542,438 52,982,077 
1889 ...... 42,810,912 20,938,963 63,749,875 
1890 ...... 31,908,302 32,512,250 64,420,552 
I8QT wee. 17,337,000 45,396,406 62,644,006 
1892 ...... 24,308,491 64,064,925 80,975,140T 
1893 ..608. 19,405,152 63,632,100 82,705,509T 
1894 ...... 15,942.797 92,285,550 101,854,750T 
1895]...... 10,653,283 uncertain, uncertain, 


* The Kin in equivalent to one and one-third English pounds, 
t Amount of export subtracted. ¢ January October, 

It will be seen from the above table that the 
amount produced in the country shows a great 
increase in contrast with the decrease in the 
amount imported since 1890, and this is due to 
the fact that the amount imported decreased as 
the home production has increased. The amount 
of consumption of both Japanese and foreign cot- 
ton thread is, also, found to have considerably 
increased, There are many causes for this ine 
creased consumption, but the principal one is, 
doubtless, that the cotton cloth woven iu farm- 
houses for private use is now largely made of 
machine spun thread, and cloth woven with Japane 
ese cotton thread alone has become very scarce. 
Moreover, the manner of living has generally be- 
come higher and the ostentatious customs of the 
time lead persons to use fine looking cloth made 
of small thread such as Fusako-ori, or other cloths 
which will be worn out in a year, rather than the 
strong cloths made of larger thread which will last 
for two or three years, Again, it was the general 
custom of the people of Oshu and Hokkaido to 
use second-hand clothing, but lately they have 
begun to use new clothing. The hand-spun 
thread used heretofore in the various localities 
now gives place to machine spun thread on ace 
count of the cheaper price of the latter, and, as it 
is said that it had decreased by 70 per cent. 
throughout the country in 1892, it Is safe to say 
that it has almost gone out of use by this time. 
Such being the condition of things, we may as- 
sume that the whole consumption in the country 
is, practically, supplied by machine spun thread. 
We may say, therefore, that the amount left, by 
subtracting the amount exported from the total 
of that imported and that produced in the coun- 
try, is the amount consumed in the country. The 
following table shows the amount consumed perc 

1893, Average. 


head in one year :— 
z 
Kin, se Kin. 


1894. 
Kin. 
1553 80,083,563 88,896,26x 


Amount consumed .,, 102,845,759 84,7 
Population  ........0.4 4%:695,555 42,385,040 41,089,942 41,390,x82 
2.0 1.9 


Amount consumed per 
head 2.4 248 


It will be seen that the amount of consumption 
per head increased year by year, and this increase 
is still poing on atthe present time. 


I1.—Corron THR&AD IMPORTED FROM 
ForgsiGn CountTRIgs. 

As shown in the following table, the colton 
thread imported into Japan is principally from 
England and India, very little being imported 
from other countries. In the space of 5 years, the 
amount imported from England has decreased 
from 17,000,000 Ibs. to 13,000,000 Ibs., but that 
imported from India has decteased from 13,000,000 
to 2,000,000, a wonderful decrease. This is attsi- 
butable to the fact that the thread from England 
is mostly small gassed, being 30-100 hanks, while 
that from India is large, below 20 hanks, the place 
of which could be taken by thread of hume pro- 
duction, It will be seen, therefore, that although 
the supply of the large kinds of thread ds sufficient, 
the supply of the smaller kinds is still deficient :— 


Year. England. India, Other countries. 
18.90.0000 Amount ...17,912,109 Kin. 13,970,033 Kin. 


Price ...... 6,374,282 Yen. 3,543,529 Yen. a 

1891 Amount ,..1%2,787,408 4,548,045 2,138 
reeeeeee U Price ..e.0: 42453.202 11352459 779 
1893 Amount ..,16,048,337 .2§8,369 1,785 
sereeere ) Price ...... $:3%6,082 2,814,304 9°94 
1893 © Amount ... 14,527,812 4:865,040 18,300 
arndiaiea t Price ....., 6,033,c0S 1,243,163 8,075 

189 Amount .,.13,606,172 2,333,025 $,000 
Foeccce - rice iiss 71288, 690 73556 1,210 
1895.06..000 Amount... uncertain. uncertain. uncertain. 


Price sevece oe o oe 


III.—SiGns or INCREASB IN THE DEMAND FOR 
SMALL KINDS OF ‘THRBAD. 


The gradual increase in the demand for the 
smaller kinds of thiead will be plain from the fact 
that the decrease is comparatively small in the 
amount imported from England, The thread from 
Engtand, however, has not been altogether of the 
small kinds, but the larger kinds of 20-30 hanks, 
have sometimes been imported. The thread of 
home production has succeeded in expelling the 
larger kinds, but as the demand for the smaller 
kinds above 40 or 50 hanks has increased, the de- 
crease in the total is very small. There is no 
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means yet of knowing the comparative ratio of the 
demand for small and large kinds of thread, but 
fiom the following table made by the ‘Tokyo Men- 
shisho Kumiai (Tokyo Thread Merchants Asso- 
ciation), which shows the amount of thread sold 
ducing the period of the four years 1881-1894, we 
see that the larger kinds of foreign thread No. 3 
(16, 18, 20, 22, 24) and No. 2 (28, 30, 32) have 
decreased year after year, but the smaller kinds 
No. & (38, 40, 43) have decieased comparatively 
little, while the threads cated as 42, 60, and 80 
hanks are found to have been imported in increas- 
ing quantities. 


Table showing the amount of cotton thread sold 
by the Tokyo Menshisho Kumiai :— 


1894. 1893. 1892. x81. 

Thread No. 3...... sesseseee 3,300 6,203 9,405 9,783 
ja gS Bisceeysdeavedes 2,700 4,000 9,270 8,508 
NO. Le.ecesseseeeee 850 1,000 1,783 1,106 

» 32hanks ......... 700 900 gog 883 


oe 2 sesesaeee 4,000 4,500 3,960 2,222 
Gas-ed thread 60 hanks. 3,400 2,000 1,222 1,037 
‘5 80, 2,30:1 2,000 2,053 1,344 
sf 100, 700 800 1,654 1,432 
Table showing the amount of Japanese cotton 
thread sold by the Tokyo Menshisho Kumiai :— 
2894. 1893. 1892. 1891. 
$8,913 38,940 47,394 33,605 
54.953 43,839 33,034 24,017 
22,653 19,955 10,849 8,140 
According to the foregoing tables, the demand 
for the smallec kinds of thread is gradually in. 
creasing. Again, it will be seen that the amount 
of home thread sold is increasing year by year, 
and the larger kinds of foreign thread have been 
entirely displaced. This fact agrees with what 
has been said before, that the large: kinds of 
thread are going to be gradually replaced by 
thread of home production. But it is not so with 
the smaller kinds, 
limited. 


Large thread (below 38 hanks) .., 
Hetween 20 and 24 hanks 
No. 2 (below ja hanks) ...........0008 


The number of spindles at work since 1890 is as 
follows :— 


Perpendicular 
Year. pios, Oblique pins, Total. 
1890 ..sees 141,921 151,545 253,466 
IBQT ..eeee 213,729 103,366 317,005 
1892 ...00. 239,014 99,294 338,308 
1893: sisses 269,669 70,588 340,255 
1894 sss 406,404 66,588 475,992 
1895 ...... "489,202 42,555 531,757 


* First half period. 


According to the examination made in Decem- 
ber, 1895, the number of spindles is over 632,130, 
and the spindles under construction, or planned, 
are over 352,427, which when added together make 
a sum of 984,557. Moreover, as people are still 
planning uew enterprises, the number of spindles 
will exceed 1,000,000 before the close of this year. 


Table showing amount of cotton thread mauu- 
factured by the foregoing number of spindles :— 


1898. 1894. 2893. 2892. 
Kin. Kia. Kin. Ce 
92,285,550 67,527,345 66,761,932 


Amount of cotton 
thread manufactur- 
ed in the country ... 

Amount «+ of cotton 
thread imported from 


foreign countries .., 32,356,688 15,942,797 19,405,152 94,308,492 


IV.—Tus ConpiTion oF JAPANBSE SPUN 
THREAD. 


By compating the foreign and home supplies 
and considering the whole as regards the amount 
of consumption, it may be said that the home pro- 
duction will supply eight.tenths, and the foreign 
production two-tenths of the whole consumption. 
The comparison of the amount alone may not be 
proper, as the foreign thread is mainly of the 
smaller kinds, but the comparison is made only to 
show the general proportion. 


V.—LARGE AND SMALI. KINDS OF JAPANESE 
Corton THREAp. 


According to the report of the Cotton Spinning 
Association of 1894, the Japanese spun thread was 
of the kinds between 3 and 70 hanks and thread 
above 70 hanks had not yet been manufactured. 
But as there wasa factory which had made arrange- 
ments to manufacture smaller kinds of thread, as 
well as gassed thread, in 1895, there has been 
more or less production of smaller kinds, but it 
has probably been very limited. Moreover, of the 
kinds between 3 and 70 hanks, the larger part was 
under 20 hanks, and thread above 20 hanks was 
produced in very small quantities. The following 
is the average number of the hanks manufactured 
by each spinning factory :-— 


Average | Perpendicu- 1890. 2891. 2892. 1893. 2894. 1895. 
number 


of hanks. 


lar pines, 163 163 172 18 18 
Oblique pins. 143 144 144 144 16 16} 
* First half period. 
It will bé found fiom the above table that the 
production of the smaller kinds of thread is in- 
creasing year after year. 


as their production is yet very |. 


VI.—How Many SPINDLES WILL BE NECESSARY 


TO SUPPLY THE PRESENT DEMAND, 
This is a difficult problem. 


duce such thread. Moreover, as the export of 


cotton cloth and thread to Korea and other 


Eastern countries has an inclination to increase, 
it is difficult to know the number of spindles which 


will be sufficient to supply the increasing demand, 
but about 600,000 or 700,000 spindles, will be suf- 
Indeed, the 


ficient to supply the home demand. 
actual number at the end of December 1895, and 
the number under construction and planned, when 
added together, will exceed 984,000. 
enormous number of spindles is set to work, there 


will be aw excess after it has supplied the home 


demand, and the amount of cotton cloth or thread 
exported will be preatly increased. 


Kanexo Kenraro. 


(Mr. Kaneko is now Vice-Minister of State for Agriculture 
and per- 
formed valuable service in connection with drafting of our Cone 
Hie was also admitted to membership in l'Institut de 


and Commerce. He studied public law in America, 


stitution. 
Droit International to which he reported on the legal institutions 
of Japan. Before he was appointed to his present position, he 
was the Chief Secretary of the House of Peers.]—(The Far East.) 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—>—______—. 
(Reutgr’s “Japan Mair” Seecta SERVICE.) 





~ London, April 27. 
Marshal Marquis Yamagata has arrived at 
Havre, en route to Moscow, and met with a 
cordial reception. 

Great preparations are being made at Odessa 
for the reception of Li Hung-chang, the Chin- 
ese Envoy to the Czar’s coronation. 

President Kruger has replied to Mr. Cham- 
berlain’s invitation that he is unable to visit 
England at present, the Volksraad requiring his 
presence at home. 

At the trial of the Reform leaders at Pretoria, 
Colonel Rhodes and Phillips and Farrar pleaded 
guilty to the charge of high treason. Sentence 
was deferred until Monday. 

London, April 29. 

A despatch from the Cape states that three 
Matabele impis have been defeated with heavy 
loss. 

The trial of Dr. Jameson has been adjourned 
until June 8th. 


(‘‘SpgcraL” TeceGRaM TO THE “ JAPAN Mait,”’) 


Hakodate, April 25. 
The Xaiwo Maru has arrived with 278 skins. 
Hakodate, April 29. 
Mr. Tsuji Kwaizo’s schooner has arrived here 
with 153 sealskins., 





(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘* Japan 
Herald,” the “ Japan Gasette,”’ anu other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, April 24th. 
The French Ministry has resigned and a 
Presidential crisis is considered possible. 
Telegraphic communication with Bulawayo 
is interrupted. 
The troops under Osman Digna are demo- 
ralized owing to their recent losses. 


London, April 25th. 

The Times report from Washington on the 
Venezuelan question is discredited, the situa- 
tion remaining unchanged. Negotiations are 
proceeding to secure permanent arbitration on 
all disputes arising between Great Britain and 
the United States. 

Three hundred of the Buluwayo garrison 
attacked the Matabele, repulsing the enemy 
after severe fighting, when the defenders were 
ordered tu return to Buluwayo. 


London, April 28, 
Replying to a question in the House of Com- 
mons last night, Mr. Curzon, Parliamentary 
Foreign Secretary, stated that the Russian Am- 
bassador positively denies the existence of a 


secret treaty between Russia and China whereby 
a large portion of Chinese territory was alleged 


to have been ceded to Russia. — 


Google 





Some say that 
600,000 spindles will be sufficient to meet the pre- 
sent demand. If the present number (530,000) of 
spindles can supply little more than eightetenths 
of the home consumption, about 100,000 more 
spindles may not be sufficient to supply the whole 
cousumption, Now, as the cotton thread impurt- 
ed is mostly of the smaller kinds, it will require a 
comparatively large nuinber of spindles to pro- 


If all of this 






In the House of Commons yesterday, Mr.z 
Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the Colo- 
nies, read an extract from President Kruger’s 
reply to the British despatches, which was cour- 
teous in tone and expressed the hope of a peace- 
ful solution being arrived at. Mr. Chamberlain 
added that he had reluctantly withdrawn the 
invitation to President Kruger to visit England. 

London, April 28. 

Rhodes, Philips, Hammond, and Farrar, 
leaders of the Johannesburg Reform Commit- 
tee, have been sentenced to death by the court 
at Pretoria. 

Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, has cabled to President Kruger 
through Sir Hercules Robinson, High Com- 
missioner for South Africa, that the British 
Government feels confident President Kruger 
will commute the sentence. 

The United States Consul at Capetown has 
telegraphed to Mr. Olney, Secretary of State, 
that it is understood the sentence of death has 
been commuted in the case of Hammond, who 
is an American citizen. 





(From tHe “Srraits Tines.’”) 
Batavia, April rr. 

General Deykerhoff has retired from the Go- 
vernorship of Acheen. The Resident of Acheen, 
Van Langen, has been appointed Acting Go- 
vernor. 

The posts Biloel and Lamkoenjit were re- 
lieved yesterday. Much opposition was en- 
countered. Killed and wounded—three officers 
and 25 men. 


From “ Diarkio ps Maniva.”) 
Madrid, April r1. 

Advices received from the United States re- 
specting the attitude of the Government in re 
the proposal to recognise the Cuban rebels as 
belligerents, are becoming more pessimistic, 
and the hope of a satisfactory settlement of the 
important questions at issue is reported to be 
very slight indeed. 

On the other hand, advices from military 
head-quarters in Cuba are highly satisfactory, 
reporting fresh victories and the gradual solidi- 
fication of our power in the island. 

Madrid, April rr. 

Senor Canovas del Castillo, President of the 
Cabinet, is confined to his bed with an attack of 
la grippe. : 

General Don Pedro Mella y Montenegro died 
here to-day. 


(From tus "N.C. Dairy News.) 
London, April 7. 

The correspondent of Zhe Times at Rome 
states that evidence is accumulating that Russia 
and France are succeeding in combining the 
Shoans and the Dervishes against the Italians 
and English in Africa. 

The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, Secretary 
of State for the Colonies, has stated that the 
Military Contribution by the Straits Settlement 
for 1896 will be $685,000, and by Hongkong 
$385,000. 

The Right Hon. Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, has stated that 
the Budget, in spite of the largest expenditure 
since the great war, shows a surplus of six mil- 
lions sterling, four of which have been already 
devoted to the Navy. The National Debt has 
been reduced by eight millions sterling. He 
further stated that the national credit is so good 
that it is possible in case of emergency to raige 
two hundred millions sterling without any in- 
crease in the taxation of the country. 


(From ‘Le Courrier ps Saicon.’’) 
Paris, April 9. 
It is ramoured that M. Bourgeois will recon- 
struct the Cabinet. 


(From © L’Extreme Ontant.”) 
Paris, April ro. 

The German Chancellor Hohenlohe has come 
to Paris incognito. It is supposed that his 
journey has been taken in connection with a 
possible change in Germany's policy in Egypt. 
Germany proposes in fact to re-establish the 
understanding with France and Russia which 
was entered upon for the adjustment of the 
China-Japan dispute, 


(From THe Jarangss Papers.) 
Séul, April 28. 
It is stated that France contemplates con- 
structing a railway between Sdul and Am-nok- 
gang, to connect with the Manchurian railway. 


Aomori, April 28. 
The preliminary examination of persons 
under arrest on suspicion of being connected 
with the murder of a native Christian here has 
concluded, and a person named Maunekata 
Kiyoshi, a Christian, has been committed for 


trial, 
Osaka, April 28. 
A genuine case of cholera was reported at 
Naniwa-mura this morning. 
Shimonoseki, April 28. 
A person, who bas just returned from Korea, 
says that the rebels in Chun-chhon-do have 
fled, and the inhabitants now show friendly 
feelings towards the Japanese. 
Sapporo, April 28. 
A destructive fire broke out at Suminoyecho, 
Otaru, about 11 p.m. yesterday, and Akebono- 
cho, Nagaicho, Yamauyecho, Sumisomecho, 
and Arihorocho were ruined, the number of 
houses destroyed being over 1,000. The losses 
are estimated at yen 800,000. 
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Séul, April 28. 
A project for constructing a railway between 
Séul and Fusan by Japanese is approaching a 
favourable conclusion. 
Moji, April 28. 


A fire broke out at Maruyama-dori at 6 o'clock 
this afternoon, and the flames were still raging 
at the time when this message was dispatched. 

Séul, April 28. 

Two Korean telegraphic experts have left for 
Viadivostock. [tis stated that they are visiting 
Russia for the purpose of studying postal busi- 
ness there, but it is more likely that they were 
sent to purchase the materials for a telegraph 
line. 

The Korean Government has commenced to 
extend the Gensan telegraph wire to Ham-gang. 


This telegram, dated the 28th inst., was dispatched by Mr. 
Nakagawa, Japanese Consul at Townsville, and has reached 
the Foreign Department. 


On the 27th inst. the workmen at the New- 
castle coal mines went on strike, but it is not 
expected that they will remain out long. Only 
eight small mines are working at present. 

Nagasaki, April 29. 

The French flagship Bayard left here for 
Kobe yesterday afternoon. 

Sdul, April 29. 

Peace is restored at Phyong-yang and Kai- 
song. The officials have returned here after 
making various investigations there. 

Kobe, April 29. 

The rinderpest at Fukiai-mura presents signs 
of further spead, and 67 cattle were destroyed 
yesterday. 

Sdul, April 20. 

The Japanese Chamber of Commerce in this 
Settlement has appointed a commiltee to in- 
vestigate matters connected with the Sdul-Fusan 
Railway. 

Matsuyama, April 30. 

The French flagship Bayard put into Mitsu- 
gahama yesterday, and left for Kobe this 
morning. 

Niigata, April 30. 

A resident was attacked by a disease re- 
sembling cholera yesterday. 

Osaka, April 30. 

Sir Ernest Satow, the British Minister, arrived 
here from Kobe this evening. He will inspect 
the match, glass, paper, woven goods, and 
spinning factories, beside other industrial 
establishments to-morrow. 

Pekin, April 30. 

Baroness Hayashi, the wife of the Japanese 
Representative, arrived here to-day. 

Osaka, April 30. 

Mr. Kondo, President of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha, who has been staying at Suma for the 
benefit of his health, is still far from well. He 
will remove to Tokushima to-morrow by the 
Katsuragawa Maru. 

Nagasaki, April 30. 

Two Russian torpedo-boats have lef; here 
for Viadivostock, 
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the off-season, and re-opens on Thursday, Ist 
October. 
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ing weakly. Showalter early obtained a winning 
advantage by good play against Burn. Bird got 
caught in an obvious trap, Tinsley was outplayed 
in the ending, Locock, Mills, and Atkins drew by 
steady play, and E, M. Jackson was the only 
player who won his game in very good style. He 
was the first to score; the result of the match was, 
therefore, a victory for America, who won three 
games aud lost two, while the remaining three 
were drawn. 
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All Communications to be addressed to the Cusss Koicon.) 





The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for 





The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hote! 


So.LuTion of Prosiem No, 226. Game No. 475: 





WHITE. BLACK. BOARD NO. I.—(QUEEN’S GAMBIT.) 
1i—OwKkK5 1—K takes P WHITE. BLACK. 
2—O toO5ch. 2—K takes Q Pillsbury. blackburne. 

i—PtoQ4 i—P to O4 
3—b to 7, mate 
if 2—B takes Q 2—-PtoO0 B4 2—P takes P 
3—B to K 2, mate 3g—Ki to K BZ ey “er B3 
Se Rh Bs Feb 
aS bet pean Kees 6—B takes P 6—O Kt to Q2 
3 to B 6, mate 
t—P 10 R3 7—Casiles 7—B to 2 3 
2— takes B ch. 2—K takes QO 8—P to K 4 8—P lo 4 p 
Se ene Bore tees thaws ke 
a to B3 ch. ue 11—Q takes ° ch. 11—K takes O 
= 12—B takes 12—R to B sq. 
Ses Le Oe ty S 13—B to Kt 3 13—B takes Kt 
Correct ausweis fiom Shogi, J].D., Omega, 14—R to Q sq. ch. 14—B to Q 2 
W.HLS., and W.d.H. 15—P takes B 15—Kt takes P 
E.J.K.—Your answer to No. 226 is wrong, 16—B to R3 16—R to B3 
for the Key-move, B to B3 will not do. Suppose 17—RtoO4 17—Kt takes O B P 
Black replies 1—Kt to Q 5, where is the mate, 18—K to K sq. 18—K to B2 
p ae, a P 19—Rto K7 19—R to O sq. 
ROBLEM oO. 226. 20—R to O 3 20—Kt to 4 
By C. A. Kennarpb. 21—R takes P 21—R to Kt3 
BLACK. 22—Rto B7 22—K to B sq. 
23—B takes Kt 23—P takes B 
24—R takes R P 24—Btw B4 
25—K to B 3 ch. 25—K to Kt sq. 
26—R (B 3) to B7 26—RtoQOR3 
27—R takes P ch. 27—K to R sq. 


28—R (‘R7)t0K7 28—R takes B 


29—K to Kt 2 








29—PtoQO5 
30—P to R4 30—P to O6 
31—R on 31—R to B 6 
32—-R to K sq. 32—Rto B7 
™ 33—R (K sq.) to O sq. 33—R takes R 
Wy YY Yi 34—R takes 34—R to O B sq. 
on ge 35—P 10 B3 35—R to 85 
Ys Upe-T] Uf, WH, 30—R to O sq. 36—R takes R P 
Beg Ud 37—P to Re: 37-——-B to R2 
Wa ae te Soo Rte KR 
_ an = VE Lu 39—K to B sq. 39—~ x tO 7 
seo 40—K to Kt sq. 40—R to K7 
White to play and mate in three moves. ani ae as . * : 
Problem No, 226 seems to have been a hard 5 ia Pe oe a—— es rhe 
nut for some of our solvers. We shall be glad to 7 _ to Kt 4: ce is Q 7 
hear what they think of No, 228 as above, Itis po a io B So pe + R> 
said to have baffled Pillsbury ! 47—K to Kt =a: 47—R takes P 
Seah 2 hea ee 
Yououama Cuess Crus. enK - ‘ts aoe a ase 
The season quietly expired on Thursday even-| 50—R to g° 50—BtoB5 
ing, and the Club rooms are closed until Thurs-]| 51—K to K3 51—K to Kt 2 
day, 1st October, The season has been dull and 52—K to O04 52—Bto Kt 4 
uneventful; plenty of members, plenty of cash in] 53—P to B4 53—Rto K B2 
the treasury, but very little play and no enthusi-| 54—Kto K 5 54—B to fe 2 
asm. Why is this P 55—R to Q 2 55—PtoR 4 
Pecgeate nics, 6-—R t B2 6—K to K 
Attantic Casce Matcu. okt te Q4 at to Ba: 
We take the following from Gunsberg’s column] 58—Kto Bg 58-——-B to K 3 ch. 
in the St. Fames's Budget aud also reprint four} 59—Kto B3 so—K to BG 
of the games :—The Cable Chess Match, eight] 60—K to Kt 2 6o—K to Kt § 
players a side, between native English and Ame-| 61K to R sq. 61—B to Ki 6 
rican players, took place, under the auspices of the} 62—Rto B3 62—R to R 4 
British Chess Club, London, and the Brooklyn | 63—R to B sq. 63—R to R7 
Chess Club, Brooklyn, on Friday and Saturday} 64—P to B5 64—K to R6 
(13th and 14th March). The match constituted] 65—P to B6 65—R to R7 ch. 
the first contest for the possession of a very hand-| 66—-K to Kt sq. 66—B to B7 ch. 
some International Trophy, presented by Sir] 67—K to B sq. 67—R to R8ch. 
George Newnes for competition between England Resigns. 


and America. In addition to the chess interest 
which naturally must attend on such an event, 
there is a peculiar fascination in the act of one 
man playing a game of chess with an opponent 








Game No. 476. 
BOARD NO. 3.—QUEEN’S PAWN OPENING. 


WHITE. BLACK 
three thousand miles away, with not more than Burille. Bird 
three or four minutes extra time devoted to each I—P to e+ 1—Pto K3 
move. The match was concluded on Saturday, 2—PioK4 2—PtoO Kt 3 
the actual time for play at the rate of twenty moves 3-——B to Q 3 3—B to Kt 2 
an hour, and for the transmission of moves, having 4—Bto K 3 4—Kt to K B3 
been fourteen hours. Of course, one cable bad 5—Kt to O02 5—B to K2 

to serve for the transmission of moves on all the 6—Pto KB3 6—Castles 
eight boards, but with only one or two games 7—Kt to R3 7—PtoB4 
going the pace would have been much quicker. 8—P to B3 8—Kt to B3 
The English players were :—(1) J. H. Blackburne, 9—R to O B sq. g—P takes P 
(2) A. Buin, (3) H. E. Bid, (4) S. Tinsley, (5) 10—P takes P 10~Kt to QO Kt 5 
C.D Icock, (6) D. ¥. Mills, (7) H. A. Atkins,| 11—Bto QO Kt sq. 11—R to B sq. 
(8) E. M. Jack-on, Then American opponents 12—Ptv R3 12—Kt to B 3 
were:—(1) H. N. Pillsbury, (2) J. W. Showalter,| 13—Castles 13—-P 0 03 
(3) C. F. Burille, (4) J. E. Barty, (5) E. Hymes, 14—Kt to Kt 3 14—Bto 4 R 
(6) A. B. Hodges, (7) E. Delmar, (8) D. G. Baird.| 15—Rto K B2 


The play was disappointing. Pillsbury lost, play- 


16—K RtoQO B2 


15~—O to O 2 
16—Kt ty sq. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


May 2,. 1896. ] 


17—Kt to B2 
18—R takes R 
19—R to B3 
20—Kt to Q 3 
21—Kt to B 4 
22—Q to B 2 
23—B to QO 2 
25—B ee. R 
25—Kt lo 2 
2 Kt to R; 
27-—-Kt to B2 
28—Kt to B sq. 
29—K takes B 
30—Kt to Kt 3 
31—B to Kt 4 
32—B to R2 
33——P takes QO P 
34—Kt to K 2 
35—~B to B 3 
36—OQ to R 2 
37 —w 10 K 3 
38—P to K Kt 3 
39—P to BG 
40—Q takes B 
41—B to Kt sq. 
42—B takes Ke 
43—Q to K 8 ch. 
44—- takes P 
45—B takes P 
46——P takes P 
47—Q to B7 ch. 
48—P to Kt 6 


17—R takes R 
18—R to 9a: 
I9g—Kt to K 5q. 


20—P to Kt 3 
21—B to Kt2 
22—R to B sq. 
23—R takes R 
24—Kt to Kt 2 
25—B to Kt 4 
27——B to O R3 
28—B takes Kt ch 
290—P to B4 


30—O to K 2 


310 to O 2 
32—P 10 O4 

33—P takes P 
34—Kt to K 3 


35—Ki to B3 
360—O to 03 
37—K to Kt 2 
38—P to K Kt 4 
39—B takes Kt 
40—K to Kt 3 


4I—Kt (B 3) takes P 
42—Kt takes B 


43—-K to Kt 2 
44—P to B5 
45—P takes P ch. 
46—K takes B 
47—K to R sq. 


48—Resigns. 


Game No. 477. 
BOARD NO. 4.—QUBEN’S GAMBIT DECLINBD. 


WHITE, 
Tinsley. 
i—PtoO4 
at Pi B4 
—KttoO B3 
3B to By 
5——P to K 3 
6—B takes P 
7—B to K Kt 3 
8—PtoK4 
g—B to Kt 3 
10—P to B 4 
11—Kt to B& 
12—O takes P 
137—Q to 2 
7 oes QO 
15—B to K B 2 
16—K takes B 
17—=Q R to O sq. 
a 4 Q6 
1 lo $q. 
20—-R Bree 
21—R takes R 
22—K to K 3 


23—Kt to O 2 
24—P to ea 
25—PtoK R4 
26—B to sq. 
27—-P to BS 
28—P to Kt 3 
29—P to R 3 
3o—Kt to K 2 
3I—P to R4 
32—K to fe 3 
33—K to B 3 
34—Kt to Kt 3 
35—Bto K 2 
30—P to ORS 
37—K to Kt 4 
38—K to B 3 
39—P to Kt 4 
40—B to e 3 
41I—Bto B4 
42—Kt takes Kt 
43—Kt to K 3 


44—Kt (Kt 3) to B sq. 


46—Kt to O 2 
47—Kt to K3 
48—K to B 2 
49—K to B3 
50—Kt toQ 5 
51—Kt to B7 ch. 
52—Kt to K 8 
53—Kt takes Kt P 
54—Kt to K 6 
55—P takes B 
50—K to B4 
57-Kto B5 
58—K to Kt 6 
59—-K to B5 
60—K to O5 
61—P to Kt 5 
62—K to B5 
63—K takes P 
64—K to Kt 6 
65—K takes P 
66—P to R6 


45—Kt to 8 sq. 


BLACK. 
Barry. 
1—PtoQO4 
2—P to z 3 
3—Ki to K B 3 
4—P 100 B3 
5—P takes P 
6—Kt to Q4 
7—B 10 O03 
8—Kt to Kt 3 
g—Castles 
1o—Pt0oQB4 
11—P takes P 
12—Ki to B3 
13—B to B 4 
14—R takes e 
15—B takes B ch. 
16-B to O 2 
17—-P w OR 3 
18—B to K sq. 
19—R takes R 
20—R to Q sq. 
21t—Kt takes R 
22—K to B sq. 
23—P to B3 
24—K to K 2 
25—Kt to B3 
26—P to K4 
27—P to R3 
28—B to B2 
29—Kt to 5 
30—Kt to Kt 


31—Kt to O 3 
32—Kt to O2 
33—K to O sq. 


34—K to B 2 
35—Kt to B4 
36—Kt to 2 
37—Kt to Kt sq 
38—Kt to B3 
39—-KttoQ 5 
40—K to B 3 
41—Kt takes B 
42—Kt to B 6 
43—-Kt takes P 
44—Kt to B 6 
45—Kt to Kt 4 
46—Kt to R 6 
47—Kt to B7 
48—K to 4 
49~~B to Kt sq. 
aot takes Kt P 
5I—K to B3 
52—B to B 2 
53—-Kt to B 7 
54—B takes Kt 
55—K to Q3 
50—K takes P 
57—K to Q 2 
58—K to B sq. 
59—K to B2 
60—K to QO 2 
61—P takes P 
62—P to R 4 
63—P toR 5 
64—P to R 6 


- 65—P to R 7 


66—P to R8QO 


Go 
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67—P to R7? 
Resigus. 


WHITE. 


E. M. Jackson 
(Engiand.) 
I—Pio K 4 
2—KttoK B3 
3-—Bto Bg 
4—P ty g 3 
5—P to B3 
6—B to K3 
7—-Q Ktto O2 
om) to B 2 
9—QO to K 2 
10—Castles (c) 
1u—P w KR 3 
12—P takes Kt 
13—P to K Ki 4 
14—Kt to Kt 3 
1I5—KttoB5 
16—Kt P takes B 
17—O takes B 
18—Q R to Kt sq. 
I9—Pto KR4 
20—P to R 5 
21—Ktio R4 
22—R to Kt 6 (g) 
23—R to Kt 2 


24—Kt to Kt 6 (ch.) (i) 
25—R P takes P 
26—P takes Kt 

27—R (R sq.) to Kt sq. 
28—R to Kt 6 

29—OQ to Ki 3 

30—P to B6 

31—R takes Kt P 
32—R to Kt 8 (ch.) 
33—R to R 8 (ch.) 

(a) B takes B is best. 


ae side attack. 
( 


to 


text move is meaningless 


ere equally well. 


than Q to 


two rooks. 


P, P to B 6, P takes 


Tournament of its kind, 


WHITE. 
Anderssen, 


Ii—Pt0oO4 
2—PtoO Bg 
3—P to K 3 
4—Kt to R B3 
5—Kt to K B3 
6—PtoO R3 
7—-PtoO Kt 3 
8—B to oa 
Q—P takes 
10—B to Q - 
11—P takes P 
12—Castles 
13—P to QO Kt 4 
14—R to O B sq, 
I5=O to Kt 3 
16—K to B 2 (c) 
17—Kt to K 2 
18Kt to K Kt 3 
19—Kt to K 5 (d) 
20—Kt to K 2 (f) 
21—R takes R 
22—B takes Kt 
23—R to O sq. 
24—B to ie 4 
25—P to Kt 3 
26—B takes B 


preserve. 


be captured. 


gle 


Game No. 478. 
BOARD NO. 8.—GIUOCO PIANO. 


fe A weakening move, P to Q 4 is better. 
_ (c) The only way to get any advantage out of the Giuocu Piano 
is to castle rapidly on the queen's side and follow up with a 


) Further waste of time. Black should have anticipated the 
king’s side attack, with such moves a B takes B, followed by Kt 


4 
(e) Black does not make the best of a bad positiou. If he 
wanted a counter attack he should have played P to Q Kt 4 fol- 
lowed by P to Q R 3, obtaining open files for his rooks. ‘Ihe 


(f) R to K Kt sq. seldom turns out ‘well, it cramps the king too 


muck, 
(g) White makes the most of his opportunities and deserves 
ees credit for his spirited play. R to Kt 2 would have served 


(h) lf ne Kt 4, Pto B6 follows. Q to Q sq. was a better move 
5 e 


(i) White obviously had this move in contemplation for some 
time, it clears the way for the better operation of his rooks. 

(k) Obviou-ly if knight play away, R takes P (ch) follows, 

(I) If K takes P, (a7) R to Kt 6, Q to B sq. as White threaten- 
ed mate by R takes P (ch), (28) P to B 6 wins. 

{= K takes P was not quite hopeless. 

n) K takes P was a better move. For if then (a9) Rto R 8q-, 
Q to B 5q., or if (29) P to B6, R takes P, giving up the queen for 


(0) Now he is eipless and hopeless, for if he plays K takes 
» R takes P (ch) and mates next move, 
Game No. 479. 


The following game was played by Szen when 
athis best. It was played in the London Inter- 
national Chess Tournament of 1851—the first 


first prize, and was the world’s champion until 
Morphy defeated him in 1858. 


QUBEN’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 


Resigns (g). 


(a) A symmetrical position, which Black cannot any longer 


c)z6 K R to K sq,, securing the opeu file, seems preferable. : . 
3 >?wBtoBs Pos cbs better and suore attacking. = April, General.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 


67—Kt takes P 


(e) The following continuation would have been inferior :— 
1 


Qmmeeness 19—Ke takes Kt 
20—P takes Kt 20—B takes P, 
a1—1!3 takes B a1—R takes B 


2a—P toK B4 
(f) White by the move loses a Pawn which he might have 
saved by 290 Kt takes Kt. 



































BLACK. (g) Por the loss of a piece is inevitable. 
D. G. Baird =< 
ee 
I—Pwo K4 UAIL STEAMERS 
2—Kt to Q B3 a me — 
—————_-—~—____ 
3—BtoBy4 : 
4—P to THE NEXT MAIL IS Dea 
she 23 From America ......... per P.M. Co. Tuesday, May sth.* 
5 toB3 : ; 
Frow Canada, &c..,.... per C. P. R. Co. Monday, May 4th.t 
6—B to Kt 3 (a) Bron Europe, via 
7—Casiles ‘ nonescor nseisateuees per a cac loa ee ay on ‘ 
yes FFOM AMESICR .irssceee per O. - Co, ucsday, z 
8—PtoKR 3 (b) From Hongkoag ...... per O. & O. (0. Monday, May gth.t 
9—R to K sq. From Hongkong ...... per. P. KR. Co. Thuraday, May 7th.q 
10—Kt to Q R 4 From Europe, vi 
a Kt takes B HONGKONG .rcccesseeee pec N. D. Lloyd Wed'day, May 13th 
12—Q to K 2 © City of Rio de Janeire left San Erancisco via Honolulu on April 
13—Kt to R2 16th. + Empress of Japan left Vancouver on April aist. 3 Natal 
(with French mail) left Shanghai on May 1st. + Gaelie left San 
14—Bto K 3 (d) Francisco on April agth. § Belgic left Nagasaki on April goth. 
15—B takes Kt 4 Empress of India left Hongkong on April agth. 
16—B takes B 
— VYH@ NOXT MAIL 1 Bavas 
a7 P to Q Kt 3 (e) Sor Kurope, vid Shang- 
18—K to R sq. HN icsstssestvidecsiai avis per M. M. Co. Sunday, May sed. 
19—R to K Ku sq. (F) For Hongkong ......... pec(. ®.R. Co, Monday, May qth. 
to B Bor America ............ perQ,&O.Co  Tuesdav, May sth. 
20—Q o sq. for Canada, &c. .,... pec C.P.R. Go. Friday, May 8th. 
21—K to Kt sq. For Hongkong ......... per P.%& O.Co. Saturday, May gth. 
22—O10 Bs (hh) For Victoria, B.C....... per N, FP. Co, Tuesday, May seth. 
q- For America ........000 per 2B. M. Co. Thursday, May rath, 
23—-VY lo QO sq. — Europe, via Hong. 
24—P take: t OMG secrrcccecccceeans sas ver N. 1), tlovd Saturday, May 26th. 
gee ie K he ) For Victoria, B.C....... ver O.R.& N.Co. Wed’day, June ged. 





26—K R to K B sq. (I) 
27—R to B 2 (m) 
28—O R to K Bsq.(n) 
29—P to O R 3 (0) 
30—R takes P 
3I—R (Bsq.) to B2 
32—K takes P 
33—Resigns. 





LATEST SHIPPING. 
—_——_—.¢———_—____. 
ARRIVALS. 


Mascot, British schooner, 45, Lawrence, 25th April 

—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Walsh, Hall & 
oO. 

Totomi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,396, Nishimura, 
25th April,—Kobe 24th Apul, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,219, W. Geise, 
26th April,—Otaru vid ports, 22nd April, Gene- 
tal._— Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, H. Walter, 
26th April,—Kobe 25th April, General,—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Humber (1), British store-ship, Commander Frank 
W. Wyley, 26th April,—Nagasaki 23rd April. 
Palinurus, British steamer, 1,539, Jackson, 26th 
April,—London via ports, and Kobe 24th Apzuil, 

General.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Niigata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,096, T. Hase- 
gawa, 27th April,—Otaru vid ports, 24th April, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Suminoye Maru, Japanese steamer, 856, K. Kori, 
27th April,—Bonin Islands 23:d April, Geral, 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Invertay, British steamer, 81o, Airth, 28th April, 
—Takao, Formosa, Sugar.—H. Gariout. 

Oanfa, British steamer, 1,970, Davis, 28th April, 
—London via ports, and Kobe 27th April, 
General.—W. M. Strachan & Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japauese steamer, 875, Eden, 28th 
April,—Nagasaki 25th April, Coal.—Mitsu 
Bishi Sha. 

Gaisen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,110, R. Yano, 
28th Ap:il,—Kobe 27th April, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 


His opponent won the 


BEeeh: Ulysses, British steamer, 2,300, Greary, 28th April, 
Pe «ia 4 —Liverpoo! vid ports, and Kobe 27th April, 
pee ie g General.—Butterfield & Swire. 
3—Kt to eB Strathnevis, British steamer, 1,863, Pattie, 29th 
4—P to OB 3 April,—Hongkong vid ports, and Kobe 27th 
5—Kt to Q Bt April, General.—-Dodwell, Caclill & Co. 

6—P tc OR 3 Erato, German steamer, 1,926, T. Ostermann, 
7—P to Ke3 _ 2gth April,—Hougkong 220d April, General.— 
8—Bto © Kt2 ' Simon, Evers & Co. 


Fava, British steamer, 2,733, P. W. Case, 2gth 
» April,—London via ports, and Kobe 28th April, 
- General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Altmore, British steamer, 1,597, J. Watson, 29th 

‘ April,—Hongkong vid ports, and Kobe 28th 
April, General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Bankoku Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,475, Okuma, 
2gth April,—Otaru 26th April, Coal.—S. Asano 
& Co. 

Sagams Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
2gth April,—Otaru vid ports, 26th April, Gene- 
ral.— Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Toyoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 684, Inouye, 
29th April,—Kobe 28th April, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, J. C. 
Anderson, 30th April,—Bombay vid ports, and 
Kobe 28th April, Generale-Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

[sly (10), French cruiser, Captain Rivet, 30th 
April,— Nagasaki 27th April. 


9—K P takes P 
ee takes P 

11—B to 03 
Boca 

13—P to O Kt 4 
14—R to O B sq. (a) 
15—B to Kt sq. (b) 
16—R to K sq. 
17—Kt to K § 
18—Ktto K Kt 4 
19—Kt to K 3 (e) 
20—-Q© Kt takes Q P 
21—Kt takes Kt ch, 
22—O takes R 
23—Ktto K B5 
24—P to K Bg 
25—B takes Kt 
26—Kt to Kt3 ‘ 


(b) Not necessary to defend the Queen’s Pawn, which cannot Glenearn, British steamer, 1,409, W. Murray, 


goth April,—London vid ports, and Kobe 29th 
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Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, Ekstcand, 
Ist May,—Shanghai vid ports, 25th April, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Sakata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,197, [wanaka, 
ist May,—Fushiki 27th April, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Tat Yuan, British steamer, 1,459, R. Nelson, 1st 
May,—Hongkong, Sugar.— Butterfield & Swire. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
Ist May,—Hongkong vid ports, ae April, 
Mails atid General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 





DEPARTURES. 


Yeijo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,534, Barstow, 
25th Apsil,—Otaru vid Hakodate, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
26th April,—Hongkong vid pots, Mails and 
General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 
26th April,—San Francisco vid Honolulu, Mails 
and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Hankow, British steamer, 2,359, Orr, 26th April,— 
New York vid ports, and Suez Canal, General.— 
Dodwell, Caclill & Co. 

Kwanon Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,236, K. Anno, 
26th April,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Mascot, British schooner, 40, Lawrence, 27th Apiil, 
—North Pacific, Sealing Gear.—Walsh, Hall & 
‘Co. 

Totomi Maru, Japauese steamer, 1,396, Nishimura, 
27th April,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, E. W. Has- 
well, 28th April,—Shanghai via ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Prinsess Wilhelm (22), German cruiser, Capt. von 
Holtzendor ff, 28th April,—Shanghai vid Kobe. 

Fushiki Maru, Japanese steamer, },219, W. Geise, 
a7th April,—Otaru vid ports, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Irene (22), German cruiser, Captain von Dresky, 
29th April,—Nagasaki vid Kobe. 

Tolanthe, American schooner, 103, Mansfield, 29th 
April,—Guam, General.—Captain. 

Maple Branch, Vritish steamer, 1,716, Hutchinson, 
29th April,—Kobe, General.—Samuel Samuel & 

0. 

Moreton, British steamer, 400, Smith, 29th April, 
—Kobe, Ballast.—Japanese. 

Palinurus, British steamer, 1,539, Jackson, 3oth 
April,—Amsterdam and Liverpool vid ports, 
General.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Eden, 30th 
April,—Nagasaki, Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Altmore, British steamer, 1,597, J. Watson, 3oth 
Aptil,—Victoria, B.C., and Portland, Oregon, 

Mails and General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Humber (1), British storesship, Commander Frank 
W. Wyley, 30th April—Hongkong. 

Oanfa, British steamer, 1,970, Davis, 1st May,— 
Loudon vid ports, General.—W. M. Strachan 
& Co. 

Gaisen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,110, R. Yano, 
ist May,—Otaiu via ports, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Stvathnevis, British steamer, 1,863, Pattie, ast 
May,—New York vid ports, and Suez Canal, 
Gener al.— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Toyoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 684, Inouye, 
Ist May,—Kobe, Geueral.—Nippou Yusen 
Kaisha. 


PASSENGERS. 
' ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Fava, from London vid 
ports:Mr. F. E. Wilkinson, Captain J. Carst, 
Miss Carst, Mr. Muir, Mr. Green, Mc. E. H. 
Hunter, and Mr. F. S. Goodison in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Satkio Maru, from 
Shanghai vid ports :—H.E. Count Wydenbruck, 
Baron d’Aelirenthal, Mrs. Volpicelli, Lieutenant 
Tonomi, Mr. B. A. Dobson, Mr. Chas. Breuer, 
Rev. L. F. Ryde, Mr. W. Gemmels, Mis. H. 
Seabrook, Mr. W. Cuming, and Miss Maricini in 
cabin; Mrs. S. Hattori and child, Mr. K. Hattori, 
Miss Hattori, Mr., Mis., and Master Omura, 
Mrs. ‘I. Kawai, and Miss Y. Kawai in second 
class, and 44 Japanese, one foreigner, and 4 Chi- 
nese in steerage, For San Francisco :—Rev. Me. 
Price and 2 children, and Miss Octwin and 3 
children in cabin, 

Per British steatner Verona, from Hongkong 
vid ports:—Mr. Nutter, Mr. J. Gay, Captain 
Pritchard, Mrs. Pritchard, 2 children infant and 
nurse, Lieut. Symon, Mrs. Guinness, 2 children, 
nurse, and amah, Rev. and Mrs. Bumcombe and 
child, Mrs. Sumpter, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Chat 
Che, and Mrs. Ah Ching in cabin. 


DEPARTED, 
Per British steamer China, for San Francisco 


viA Honolulu:—Mr. Alexander P. Brown, Colonel 
Bridges, Mes. D. P. Birnie, Mr. E. P. Bradbury, 
Mr. H. Binley, Major E. W. Beckett, M.P., 
and servant, Rev. and Mis. E. S. Booth and 
four children, Mc. J. W. Copman, Me. R. T. 
Crane, Jun., Miss Cozard, Mrs. A. Clatke, 
Mr. Newton Chalker, Baron Rosario Curro, Mr. 
G. W. Dickie, Hon. Edwin Dun, Mr. W. Dickie, 
Mr. G. P. Dodge, Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Fitch and 
two children, Mc. J. W. Hall, Mi. H. W. Hartis, 
Mr. L. S. J. Hunt, Me. E. Hutchinson, Me. J. A. 
Keck, Miss Kent, Mrs. M. Kitkwood, Me. E. 
Koop, Mr. F. Koeller, Mr. Keay, Mr. J. L. Geo. 
Laub, Mrs. R. D. Locke, Mr. and Mrs. F. L, 
Loomis, Mr. G. H. Lucca, Mr. J. E. Lambie, Miss 
Lowther, Rev. and Mis. D. L. Miller, Me. and 
Mrs, J. B. Meigs, Dr. J. ‘f. MacLean, Mr. S. 
Mine, Count Nako, Rev. and Mes. H. B. Newell 
Znd three children, Mr. R. Nakayama, Miss M, 
L. Ostrum, Mrs. Pedley and child, Mr. W. P. 
Palmer, Mrs. A. Parker, Misses Parker (2), Dr. 
R. Pasquay, Mr. C. L. Plaut, Mr. Francesco 
Pohlutka, Mr. R. H. Powers, Mr. J. Proctor, Mr. 
W. H. Purcell, Mr. M. L. Rocca, Madame Le 
Roux, three childten and amah, Mr. A. Simon, 
Mr. and Mrs, J. Simmons, Dr, Vittorio Sarravallo, 
Mr. A. McVicar Smith, Mr. R. D. Tata and 
servant, De. and Mrs. G. O. Taylor, Mr. Alex. 
Thaler, General and Mis. Vou Thumen, Mr. W. 
Vernon, Chaplain J. S. Wallace, U.S.N., General 
and Mrs. G. B. Williams, Mr. ¥Y. Wadachi, and 
Mr. Yuen Chong iu cabin. 

Per British steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 
ports:—Mis. and Miss Kirby, Masters Kitby (3), 
Miss A. Cooke, Mr. Usigli, Mr, Glebow, Mrs. 
Fitzgerald, Mr. and Mis. C. H. Evans, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. H. [vin and servant, and Mr. E. Raiez 
in cabin; 7 Chinese and child in cabin, 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
viA ports:—Mr. E. H. Womer, Mr. J. C. Meyer, 
Mr. N. Sinclair, Mr. and Mis. Grattan, Miss E. 
Reifsuyder, Mr., Mrs., and Master Jackson, Mrs. 
Walley, Miss Wanbold, Mr. and Mrs. Stone, Mr. 
and Mrs. Reid, Mt. H. Okada, Miss Braess, Miss 
Jubin, Me. Sacgeat, Me, Tomioka, Mr. Wilkinson, 
Mr. and Mrs. Bartol, Mr. Crosse, Mr. Crowe, 
Mr. J. Beaker, Lieutenant C. Kayama, Lieutenant 
Machida, and Mr. Treanecott in cabin; Mrs, 
Stone’s atnah, Mr. T. Oka, Me. Bactol’s servant, 
aud Mr. Olse Sheven in second class, and 38 pas- 
sengers in steerage. 


CARGOES. 


Per British steamer Z7acoma, for Tacoma, Wash., 
vid Victoria, B.C 


TRA. 
CHICAGO NBW YURK PACIFIC 
CANADA. AND WEST. AND BAST. CAOST. TOTAL. 
Hyogo .......4 _ 1,179 _ _ 1,179 
Yokohama ... —_ _ _- 43 43 
Total ...... - 3,179 = 43 1,222 
SILK, 
NRW YORK. SAN FRANCISCO. TOTAL. 
Hongkong wcccccccsee 26 cee cree tteeeeene 26 
Yokohama ........... BU: scesivave —_ 21 
WOtal jéssscicssivedes, GF <i _ 47 


RATES. 
Tea ciccsecec cesses sssseessseneeee ECONt Gold per Ib. gross. 
Silke vo... ceeseccceeseereceesceeee 3 Cents Gold per Ib. gross. 
Measurement............ ..... $1¢ Gold per ton. 


Per British steamer China, for San Francisco 
vid Honolulu :— 
THA. 








Bate NEW sf. MON- OTHER 
PHANCIACU, YOREeCHICAGO. LOUIS. TREALeCITIEZES,TULAL, 
Hongkong. 38 85 7 _ — — - 830 
Total... 38 85 7 — o—_ pe 130 
SitK. 
aaN nBw 

em eNCIBCU. FOKR, HARTFORD, teobaa, 

Shanghai ......... = 33 — 33 
Hongkong ....... _ to —_ 10 
Vokohanmia .....0. _ 146 _ 146 
Total = 189 _ 189 


Per British steamer Amcona, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Silk, 856 bales; Waste Silk, 170 bales. 


LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
See Caen a eee 
IMPORTS. 


Position unchanged. Pechaps now that the 
Race-week is over we may see a turn for the better. 
COTTON PIECK GOODS. 
PRE 
Grey Shistings—84 Ib, gh yds. gyinches $2.40 
mes Shirtings—glh, 384 yds. 4sinches 2.70 
I. Cloth—7h, 24 yards, 42inches...... 1.70 
Indigo Shictinys—12 yards, 4ginches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted,24 yards, 30 1nches,, 200 to 3.75 
Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Diack, PEN YAMD. 
S2 INCHES rc cccsse sees esses ereceeeee nee 0.46 0 0.22 


PIACS. 

to 2.80 
to’ 3.25 
to 2,00 


PEK PIBCR, 
Velvets—Ulack, 35 yacds,azinches .., 8.co to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.75 to 0.90 


4 Google 


TurkeyReds—z2.oto 2.41b, 24/25 yards, 


FOUMCHES oo. .ce sce eee ceececseeeeceeeeeees EGOtO 8.65 
Iurkey Reds—2.8 to 3]b, 24/25 yards, z 
BO UNCHES ...sssccccecsseccecererseecersee F-7Olu 8.90 49 
Vurkey Reds—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 3. 
$2 INCHES ....c.ccccsecsecseesreeesseseene BOLD 2.5015 
Vurkey Reds—4.8 to Ib, 24/25 yards, al 
BIINCHE|S ... ccc ccesseceeccecse cess creeeee Z27OCW 3.80 
WOOLEENHS., ren yako, 
Flamed ..... cecccecsc cee cee costes eevene eres. $0.90 bv 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 42 inches best 0.35 to 0.41 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 37 inches 
Medium saveeereneccseeeerseeceeees 0 30 ba 0,325 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 
Common occ eceesee ce eee cee eee eee 0.95 te 0.278 
Mousseline de f.aine—Crape, 24 yards, | 
tt inches... 2. cece eee eee eee 0.05 lu v.22 
Gluths—Pilots, §4; @ §Hinches ......... 0.9§ to o.50 
Cloths~-Presidentx, 541@ 56 inches ... 0.60 to 0,65 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ §6 inches ......... 0.40 100.70 
Rienketa—Scartet and Green, 3 to 5th, 
pers Th vavtassiacweteeiecarecparsascses’ 10.00. bu 0.75 
COELOh YAtris, PRR Picur.. 
‘due. 16 24, Singles .. 1 seseerese $397-00 tO 38.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles ..... sateen 40,00 tO 41.60 
Nos. 38/42, Singles ...... 44.50 to 45.50 
Nos. 32, Doubles ...........:cc cece eens 00 £0 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ................ 47-00 to 48.50 
Nog. 2:60, Platt... ice cee ccc cceceeee te seen 
Nos. 2/80, Plain... ..c.c0cc0 ce ccs veceeseeeuee » Nominal. 
Now. 2/100, Plain w.ccccccccsececcee cee cee eee 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed .......55.5. sseees 75.00to 80.00 
os. 2'B0, Gassed.......0.... ce eee wees 9° LO to «695.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed ............ . 8t§.00 to 125.00 


MICEALS. 


The better feeling continues and will probably 
result in business next week. Dealers must bein 
want of stock and the trade will come ere long. 

CBR FiGuL, 


lat Wars, finch... 


F aohe We w). Ve aD, Sasewae'e ee $3.20 to 3.25 
Flat Wats, pinch. cee eee 3685 LO 3.50 
Round and syuare upto Pinch oo... 3-20 lo 3.30 
tron Plates, assorted oo... eee 9.40 bo 3.50 
Sheet From ...seccsecseceecssens evsestvecseeee 00 10 4 70 
Galvanized Iron sheets ..................... 8.§0 to 9.00 
Wire Nails, assorted... §.§0 10 §.60 
lin Plates, per box 5.30 to 5-40 
Pig Tran, Naw y no. eee 1.60 to 1.65 


KUMUROSIMNE, 

Faic demand and some business done. The 

stock is none too latye for prospective require- 

ments and the trend of the market is in favour of 
holders. 


AMEHICAM ie cee cee cee cee tes sense eee ceceesceeeee $2.15 (O 2.20 


RUABIAM cecrccverorcreteccsesesccsceracccsecssere 2.10 £0 2,85 

Langkat 000 OO Se vee ee cee eee Oat OR ter eee Sees vee — 
SUGAR, 

A moderate business all round. Brown—No 


change in quotations. White—Matket strong 
with buyers at current cates. 
PRR PICUL, 


Brown Paleao ..........6c cece eee esses oe $4.50 to 4.60 


Brown Manila ............ccc cesses ceecereee 4290 tO 5.50 
Brown Daitong (New) ..........6 ee 3670 tO 3.80 
Brown Canton ......... 06 sce eee eeee 3.60 to 4.85 
White Java and Penang .......... 7.00 to 7.10 
White Refined oo... 2... cee eee 6.45 to 9.30 


—_—-—— 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


The week opened dull but there has been more 
doing the last day or two and the market is steady 
at quotations. Persistent rumours are afloat as 
to the undesirable weather for new crop, not only 
in Japan but in the China and Europe as well. 


QUOTATIONS.—(NEW SILK.) 


Filatures—Hatra g/tt, so/ia den,...Nom. $760 to 770 
Filatures—Hatra 13/15, 54:16 den...Nom. — 
Filatures—No. t, 10/13 demir... ses ceecee soe 
Filaturces—No. 0, 03/65, 14/16 dan.......... 665 to 675 
Filatures—(No. 14, €0/14 deniers .....,...... 710 to 720 
Filatures—-No. 14, 13/06, t4/s7den. ...... 635 to 645 
Filatures—=No,. 2, 10/1§ deniers... ....0..0050. 660 tO 680 
Filatuces—No. 2, 14/18 deniers............... 610 to 620 
Re-reels—No. 2, 63/15, t4/t6dlen. ..s00. 630 
Re-reels—No. 14, 63/16, 14/17 deniers... ... 610 to 620 
Re-reels—No. 2, 164/18 deniers .......4..0008 580 tO 590 
Re-reels—-No. 24, 14/t8 deniers ............ £70 to §75 
Re-reels—No. 3, 14/20 deniers,..... Nom. §§0 to 560 
Kakedas—MMaxtia ....cccue eee eeeee Nom, —_ 
Kakedas—No. 8 w......eeceeeseseeseeee Nome 
Kaltedas—No. th cciccccccsseeesstceessseee oe 695 to 625 
Kakedas— 6. 2 v.ccccssccseceeseserecteeeeseesee 600 tO 610 
Kakedas—No. 24........ stseeseses eeessee 590 tO 595 

WASTE SILK. 
Situation unchanged with some business doing. 

It seems that mixed” goods are coming into 

fashion again, and that Waste has a future once 

more, 


740 to 750 


QUOTATIONS.—-(NEW WASTE.) 


Noshi=-Filatuce, Best ....cc.cccecseeceeseeee Gl O05 tO 810 
NoshimFilature, Good .......00.scseecreeseers 100 €0 FOE 
NoshimOshu, Hert.icccccccccsceesescssstecsecee 810 tO DSS 
Noshi—Oshu, Good wccccscccscceseecsecsrees 105 CO 910 
Noshi~Oshu, Medici v0... .csccccsesesseee 100 £0 105 
Noshi—Shinshis, Best ............ 0c csc een ens _ 

Noshi—Shinshit, Good wo... cceeseee ee 55 tO 65 
Noshi—Bushu, West .....ccccccessesesseseeeees 105 to 110 
Noshi—Bushit, Good ....cccce ce eeeceesseeee QS (0 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium............s0sueee 90 to gab 
Noshi—Joshu, Good .....--sececssscsesesereene 60 to 65 
NoshimJoshu, Fair ..c.cccssecsesscssesvee §§ tO 578 
KibisomFilature, Best ....sscesesseeseee 85 tO QO 
KibisomFilature, Seconds wescccecvssee 7§ ta 80 
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1EA, 

The Market for New Leaf is reported opened 
in Kobe by a sale at $28 against $35 for the first 
parcel of 1895 crop, a year ago. We have not 
heard of any business here, but a sample invoice 
or two will no doubt be shipped per Belgic. 


EXCHANGE. 

Variations of J, either way have occurred this 
week, ard Rates close firm at the top-quotations. 

Sterling—Bank T.T.  ,..ccccccccecce cee d/2htOF 
Bills on demand,,,,.,2/2}to# 
4 months’ sight ......2/2$to2 
Private 4 months’ sight,.....2/2$to3 
6 mouths’ sight,.....2/3 tot 
Ou Paris—Bank sight ...... 2.00 0000002- 79109 
Ou Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight 2.82}to3 
On Hongkong—Bank sight,.,,,,par to } °/,d. 
Private rodays’sight. 1°/ > d. 
Ou Shanghai—Bank sight ..........0. 72 to 4 
Private 10 days’ sight... 73 to? 
On India—Bank sight .....cccccseseeeee 187 
Private 30 days’ sight...,., 189 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 53}to4 
Private 4 months’ sight 56 to} 
On Germany—Bank sight  .........0002.25 t06 
Private 4 months’ sight 2.29}to030 
Bar Silver (London)... ....secccsscsceese 3175 


— aa 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, 27th April, 1896. 

Mail advices from’ Hongkong, with dates up to 
the 18th instant, report little or no change in the 
share matket, Rates remain quiet and the tone 
of the market is weak in sympathy with the low 
rates that are governing the leading factor of 
stocks—the H. & S. Banks. 

The following have improved their positions :— 
China & Manilas from $65 to 68; Douglasses $51 
to $52; Punjoms $11.50 to $12.50; Balmorals 
$2.90 to $3; H. & W. Docks 180 per cent. to 182 
per cent. premium; H. & K. Wharfs from $47 to 
$47.50; Wanchais $39 to $40; Kowloon Lands 
$18 to $20; Watsons $12.75 to $13 and Hongkong 
Ices $105 to $106. The following have suffered a 
decline :—Nationals from $32 to $30.50; Hong- 
kong Fires $340 to $335; China Fires $96 to $95; 
H. C. & M. Steamboats $33.75 to $33.50 and 
Hongkong Lands from $73 to $72.50. 

Time transactions consist of H. C. & M. Steam. 
boats at the equivalent of cash rates—$33-75/33.50; 
and H. & W. Docks at 183/5 per cent. for May, 
184/7 per cent. for June, 188/90 per cent. for July 
and 188/93 per cent. for August. 

Shanghai cleared the Hongkong market of 
Traders, in consequence of which buyers now rule 
the market at $8o. 

The following interesting comments are taken 
from our Hongkong Agents’ weekly share report 
dated the 18th inst. After alluding to the telegram 
referred to in our daily report of the 23rd inst., 
the following has been written :—*t Punjoms.— 
This caused a general enquiry for the stock, and 
by leaps and bounds the rate went up to $15 per 
share, the highest point touched so far since the 
reconstruction of the Company. Operators, how- 
ever, calmed down soon, and during the last few 
days a rather important business has been trans- 
acted at gradually declining rates, the closing 
figure being $12.50 Sellers. Should the expecta- 
tions of the chemist turn out true, rates ought to 
go very much higher, In the meantime, the 
letters from the mine confirm the improvement In 
the quality of the ore, and also state that an abun- 
dant supply of concentrates is available for the 
calcining process, so that, apart from the cyanide 
works, good, if not better crushing result than 
that of March may be looked for in the present 
month, An offer has been teceived for Balmoral 
Mines and Olivers Freehold Mines Property 
from London, but as fare as can be learnt, the 
offer has not been entertained, not being con- 
sidered good enough. Olivers sold at $6 for A 
Shares and at $3 for B Shares and are strong. 
An issue of B Shares is offered to registered 
shareholders in the proportion of 1 Bo share to 
every share they hold, applications to be made 
on the 23rd instant by shareholders then on the 
register and $1 per share to be paid on applica- 
tion asa first instalment. A telegram from the 
Raub Mines, dated 7th instant, reads as follows: 
—‘ Rough cleaning up of battery yielded 1,750 
ounces of amalgam, estimated quantity of stone 
crushed being 1,477 tons, prospects remain un- 
changed.’ The quantity of amalgam is equiva- 
lent to about 580 ounces of gold,” 

Local stocks continue in favour. Breweries 
have buyers at $175, Oriental Hotels at $130, 
Grand Hotels at $150, at which rate a lot of the 
latter has changed ownership, whilst Langfeldts 


Digitized by Cox gle 


are on offer at $165. Club Hotels, after being in 
demand at $60 rose to $80 owing to rumours of 
a sale at that rate, but so far this has not been 
authenticated. Holders flooded the market with 
shares at the latler rate without procuring a buyer. 
Shares are now on offer at $75, whilst there are no 
buyers over $60. 
Yokohama, April 28th, 1896. 

A wire from Hongkong to-day quotes the fol- 
lowing :—H,. & S. Banks 185 per cent. premium 
Sales; Hongkong Lands $71.50 Sales; China 
Fires $97.50 Buyers; H. & W. Docks 182 per 
cent. premium Buyers; H. & K. Wharfs $47.50 
Sellers; Douglasses $54.50 Buyers; H. C. & M. 
Steamboats $33.25 Buyers; Punjom Mines $13.50 
Buyers; Raubs $5.80 Sellers; Balmorals $2 No- 
minal; Nationals $30 Buyers; Indo-Chinas $91 
Sales; Straits $28.50 Weak ; Traders $80 Sales, 
aud Unions $210 Buyers. 

H. G. Browns have been placed locally from 
Hongkong to-day at $5.25. 

Local stocks are unchanged, buyers ruling the 
market in nearly every instance as per last quo- 
tations. 

Yokohama, April 30th: 

Mail advices from Hongkong report the follow- 
ing changes and movements in the share market, 

The weakness in the market is due to Shanghai 
unloading its holding of shares. Hongkong 
Banks.— Weaker with small sellers at 189/188 per 
ceut, premium, but there is no reason for this 
weakness, excepting possibly for lack of investors. 
Nationals continue unchanged with buyers at $30 
and sellers at $31- 

Marine Insurance.—Unions have been sold at 
$210 and Traders at $80. Cantons are offering at 












$200, North Chinas at Tls, 225, Yangtszes at $170 
and Straits at $29.50/29. 

Fire Shares are dropping, Hongkongs having 
sellers at $330 and Chinas at $94. 

Sugars.—Chinas are weak at $122/121 and 
Luzous are offering at $67. 

Shipping. —H. C. & M. Steamboats have been 
sold at $33.5 at which rate they are fairly steady, 
but no improvement in them is looked for until H. 
& S. Banks are firmer, Indos have been sold 
on the 20th instant at $67 from the Northern 
port. China and Manilas have been booked at 
$67.50 and Douglasses at $53, but the latter are on 
offer. China Mutuals are quiet with no business, 

Mines. —Punjoms steady at $12.25/12.50. Raubs 
have sellers at $5.75. Jelebus at $3.75/3.65 and 
Balmorals at $2.90. 

H. & W. Docks are weaker with sellers at 181 
per cent. premium. 

H. & K. Wharfs are unchanged with sellers at 
$47.50. 

Watsons are firmer, having buyers at $73. 

Breweries have risen further, $165 ex dividend 
being now offered. Grands remain with buyers 
at $150, Oriental Hotels at $130, Club Hotels at 
$60 whilst sellers demand $70. 


TO RENT. 


ch RENT, at KARUIZAWA, for July, a 
HOUSE furnished for Six Persons. Ad- 
dress Miss Spencer, 13, Tsukiji, Tokyo. 

April 28th, 1896. 





IW, 


ITCHING 
SKIN 


DISEASES 


Instantly 


Relieved 
By 


(iticura 


A warm bath with CUTICURA SOAP, and a 
single application} of CUTICURA, ointment, the 
great skin cure, followed by mild doses of CUTI- 
CURA RESOLVENT, the new blood purifier, will 
afford instant relief, permit rest and sleep, and 
point to a speedy, permanent, and economical 
cure of the most distressing forms of Eczema, 
and every species of itching, burning, bleeding, 
scaly and crusted skin, scalp, and blood humors, 
when physicians and all other remedies fail. 


Sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Newrery & Sons, 1, King Edward-st., Lon 
don, E.C. Potter Drug anpD CHEMICAL CORPORATION, Sole Proprietors, Boston, U. 8. A. 
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The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 









DINNEFORDS 


/ 


w% 
6 am 
Ga SB bE 





Sold Throughout th 


mei The Physician’s Cure 
ae) for Gout, Rheumatio 
5; Gout and Gravel; the 
Z| safest and most gentle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sict> 
ness of Pregnancy. 





Re EL ELE IEA vn ea 


World. 


N.B._ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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“A CHARMING SCENT.” 


H.R.H. The Duchess of York. 


a On. 
WHITE ROSE. 


‘The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


AT KI ra S oO N’S ONLY GENUINE. 


Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 

Sachets, & all other specialities with this 

“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 








J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 





Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 





Al and ABC Codes. 





ene Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST ‘WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


ERSONS suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samugt Baxer,in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—*'! ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In! 
short time I had many oS yee to whom I served ont 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pil These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisties 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad ie a bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds,. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting ind subduing all inflammations, 
Mr. }. T. Coopsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—*' | had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became 80 great that | was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘stock,’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors al Eaton hout 
World May rat, Hoe. 











THE PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIET 


IN Book Form. 








HE ** Proceedings” include EPITOMISED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- 
cussed. Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of 
the Government, and the Leyvisiauve Work of 


the Session, 
PRItzc: &: 


To be obtained at the on of the Fapan 
Mail, No. 51, Main Street, 
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MILKMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The “‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
{jj In the process of manufacture nothing but 
4 water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
a cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe ‘“ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 











September r4th, 1895. 


Apollinarts 


‘THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 














“First in Purity.” 


BRITISH MEDICAL. JOURNAL. 


“Has a charm which makers of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 


dream of.’—MORNING ADVERTISER. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHRFIELD & SWIRH, 
YOKOHAMA. 


August 3:d, 1895. 









And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
° MEAT-FLAVOURING 

STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 





Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storckeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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DEATH. 


At the Dai-ichi-in, Tokyo, on the sth inst., ALEXANDER 
STewart Hagper, of Kobe, aged 38. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


—— 


ApMIRAL BULLER is inspecting the ships of the 
British Squadron now in Japanese waters. 





Tarr SHAH OF Persia has been shot dead by a 
fanatic whilst entering a shrine in Teheran. 


H.1.M. tHe Empsror, who was slightly indis- 
posed for some time, has completely recovered. 


Tue Peru has been placed in quarantine at 
Nagasaki, one of her Chinese crew having died 
of plague. 


THERE is no news this week from Kassala, but 
it is learnt that the Shoans are closely investing 
Adigrat. _— 

Marauis ITo and Marquis Saigo have postponed 
their visit to Formosa and the Pescadores until 
the autumn. 
A FAREWELL conversasione was given to Mr. and 
Mrs. Rickett at the Public Hall on Tuesday 
evening. Mr. J. P. Mollison made a few vale- 





dictory remarks to which Mr. Rickett feelingly 
responded. 


Tue death is announced of Rear-Admiral 
Matsumura Seimei, which took place in Tokyo 
on the 1st inst. ——_—_- 


Surcron Murata left Yokohama on the 8th 
instant for Canada, whence he proceeds to New 
York, and then to Cuba. 


THe revised Treaty of Commerce and Naviga- 
tion between Japan and Sweden has been 
signed at Stockholm. 


Captain JUAN CoLoGan, Spanish Military At- 
taché at the Court of Tokyo, has been promot- 
ed to the rank of Major. 


A CHARTRK has been granted to the Imperial 
Beer Brewery Co., promoted by Messrs. Iwamoto 
Kinzo, Suzuki Hikohashi, and others. 


34]}A LIBEL suit has been entered at Kobe, the 
*/ editor of the oldest journal there claiming dam- 


ages from his evening contemporary. 


Tue Dutch are sending to Acheen (Dutch East 
Indies) two battalions of infantry, and some 
cavalry, mountain artillery, and engineers. 


Captain Sarkr Mrnosuxe, adjutant on the 
General Staff Board, has been ordered to in- 
vestigate the condition of military affairs in 
Germany. —_—-—- 


Two coasting steamers, the Onwo and the 


Newchwang, collided at Woosung last week and 


the former sank, carrying down with her over 
300 men. —__— 


Durine the week the new Netherlands Minister, 
M. Jonhkeer M. Testa, and the new Korean 
Minister have been received in audience by the 
Emperor and Empress. 


Tue steamer Menmuir, that went ashore in the 
Inland Sea last week, after lightering some 
cargo, has floated off the sandbank and pro- 
ceeded to Hongkong. 


H.I.M. THe Empress paid a visit this week to 
the Yasukuni Shrine during the ceremonies now 
being held in honour of the men who lost their 
lives in the late campaign. 


In spite of the precautions of the Sanitary Au- 
thorities at Hongkong the plague is spreading 
there: while in Canton the pest is extending 
with remarkable virulence. 


CHINA was to pay the second installment of the 
War Indemnity, amounting to £8,220,000 on 
the 8th inst. Half was to be received in Lon- 
don, and the remaining half in Berlin. 


Tue National Unionists continue to use bitter 
expressions toward the Liberals, more particular- 
ly in regard to the appointment of distinguished 
Liberals to posts in the Administration or to 
diplomatic appointments abroad. 


Major Loruaire, accused of the murder of the 
English trader, Mr. Stokes, in the Congo Free 
State, has been acquitted. The English press 
is indignant at the verdict, and declare that the 
matter must not be allowed to rest. 


Tue Minister of the Imperial Household has 
issued a notification that T.I.H. Prince Komatsu 
Yoshihito and Princess Komatsu Yaye-ko, were 
separated on April 3oii at the request of the 
Princess, in consequence of her ill health. 


H.E Li Hune cane, the Chinese Envoy to 
the Czar’s coronation, has arrived at St. Peters- 
burg, where he was accorded a splendid recep- 
tion. It is stated that after the coronation of 
the Czar, H.E. Li Hung-chang will visit the 
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Courts of the Treaty Powers, partly with a view 
to oblaining an increase of from 5 to 8 per 
cent. on the import duties now levied at the 
Treaty ports of China. 


Tue evidence at the trial of the Reform Com- 
mittee in Pretoria has proved the complicity of 
Colonel, Rhodes in Dr. Jameson’s raid. The 
publication of telegrams showing the Chartered 
Company to have been deeply involved in Dr, 
Jameson's raid into the Transvaal, has caused 
a greal sensation throughout England. 


Tue Right Hon. Sir M. Hicks-Beach, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, has stated that the 
Government has not provided for any great ex- 
penditure for military operations. He said that 
the Chartered Company will pay the expenses 
incurred in Matabeleland, and that the Nile ex- 
pedition is purely an Egyptain matter, though 
it was possible that Great Britain might incur 
some small charge. He further stated that the 
Government was determined not to repeat the 
folly of 1884. 


SPEAKING in the House of Commons, the Right 
Hon. J. Chamberlain, Secretary of State to the 
Colonies, stated that Great Britain must be para- 
mount in South Africa, and that she will resist 
at all risks and all costs any foreign interference. 
He also stated that it was not intended, save in 
the case of an unexpected emergency, to send 
a Jarge British force to South Africa, as the 
Colonists would resent the imputation that they 
were unable to take care of themselves in the 
presence of a native rising. 





Tuenrx is bat little alteration in the Import trade, 
and Textiles are still generally dull, The basi- 
ness done in Yarns has been mostly in “ gassed,” 
at late rates, while ordinary “singles” have 
cheapened somewhat. A few small sales have 
been made of heavy Shirtings, but lighter weights 
are neglected. In Fancy Cottons, the only 
thing in request has been Turkey Reds, and 
these have been taken but sparingly. Woollens 
are quite forsaken. There is a good enquiry 
in the Metal market, though actual transactions 
have not been large. Buyers, however, have at 
length discovered that home cost has lately been 
much enhanced, and more money has been paid 
for Pig Iron, while Bars have only been let go 
at full rates. Nails are dull, and Tin Plates 
are in the same street, but prices are une 
changed. The Kerosene trade has been mo- 
derate, though at continuously hardening prices, 
and the stock has gradually been worked 
down. There is nothing like a good supply in 
the interior, and prices will probably be 
higher before they are lower. The Sugar trade 
has fluctuated somewhat, full figures and an 
increase having been obtained for the sorts 
most in demand, while the neglected kinds 
are easier generally and Jower in some cases. 
In the Silk trade a steady daily business has had 
the effect of gradually reducing the stock, which 
has been brought down to something less than 
10,000 piculs, and of this quantity a great deal 
will remain in Japan for the use of manu- 
facturers. Sellers have been fairly current, 
and prices have remained unaltered. There 
has not been much moving in Waste Silk, 
and good parcels are getting more difficult 
to obtain. ‘The Tea market has opened, 
the first purchases being made about ten 
days ago. It is not yet apparent what the 
crop will turn oul as to quantily, as this depends 
to some extent upon the second picking, but 
there is no doubt of the quality, which, so far, is 
guod, Prices opened $8 to $10 below those of 
last year, and at present the supply does not 
indicate an increased value; but the season is 
young. Exchange has passed another week 
without alteration in rates, and al presont the 
recent stability bids fair to continue. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
—_—_——_——__—_>—- 
Only a few events have evoked comments 
from the vernacular journals this week, namely 
the transfer of the Sado and Ikuno Mines from 
the Imperial Household to private ownership, 
and the question of railway construction in 
Korea. The Mainichi and the 7oryo Asahi 
can not bring themselves to approve the con- 
templated transfer of the mines. The chief 
objection of the former is connected with the 
method of transfer, but its criticism is based 
merely on a suspicion that some favouritism 
will be practised. The main reason why the 
two mines do not pay, but, on the con- 
trary, constitute a drain on the income of 
the Imperial Household, is declared by that 
paper to be defective management. The 
Imperial Estates Bureau being entirely inde- 
pendent of the control of either Parliament 
or the Board of Audit, conducts the business 
entrusted to it in a manner conspicuously costly, 
even judging by the standard of official enter- 
prises, that is why the receipts derived from 
various Imperial estates do not cover the outlays. 
The Asahi learns that, though thus far the 
Sado gold mine has been a source of Joss rather 
than of profit yet, owing to the fact that con- 
_ siderable sums have been invested on improved 
methods of working, the proceeds are confident- 
ly expected to grow larger in one or two years. 
On the other hand, such does not s@em to be 
the case with the Ikuno silver mine. The Asahi 
goes a step farther and argues that, even if the 
mines have proved unprofitable to the Imperial 
Household, that fact does not constitute a 
sufficient reason for getting rid of them, inas- 
much as a business undertaking carried on by 
the Household differs from an ordinary private 
enterprise, and need not be expected to yield a 
large return. Such an expectation would be 
derogatory to the dignity of the Crown. More- 
over, the mines owned by the Household, es- 
pecially that of Sado, have long historical asso- 
ciations, and their record shows that they have 
served as excellent models to private mines. 
Would it be a wise policy, now that mining en- 
terprise is growing more and more active, to 
deprive private miners of those very useful ex- 
amples in the matter of improved machinery 
and so forth? iw 


The latest information that the Wiché Nichi 
furnishes on the above subject must be convinc- 
ing to all that do not share the Asahs’s romantic 
notion of saddling the Household with a losing 
enterprise for the sake of history or example. 
The Sado mine, indeed, if we except the two 
years 1889 and 1890, has thus far yielded the 
estimated return, but the Ikuno silver mine has 
proved a considerable tax on the income of the 
Household. The latter was expected to yield 
100,000 yen in 1892 and 170,000 yen from 1896. 
But the actual output never reached such figures, 
the receipts for 1892 being only 20,000 yen, 
while those after 1900 are estimated at 90,coo 
yen. In 1893 and 1894, the estimated receipts 
were nearly obtained, but in 1895, the amount 
again dwindled to only a quarter of the esti- 
mate. Nor did the Osaka Smelting Esta- 
blishment, also belonging to the Household, 
fare better. In the three years of 1892, 
1893, and 1894, the receipts from it slightly ex- 
ceeded the estimate, but in 1895 the amount 
actually realized did not reach even one-tenth 
of the estimate. The Imperial Estates Bureau, 
with the view of ascertaining the actual condi- 
tion of affairs, and also of obtaining data to 
estimate future profits, despatched a number of 
experts, some time ago, to the respective dis- 
tricts, and they reported that, in order to render 
the Ikuno Mine and the Smelting Establish- 
ment permanently profitable, a sum of above 
360,000 yen must be expended on them. Now 
of the initial outlay incurred on account of the 
three enterprises, a sum of over 870,000 yen 
is still sunk, and further, an additional out- 
lay of 240,000 yes has to be incurred 
between this and 1897. Moreover, accord- 
ing to the existing Mining Regulations, the 
new lodes in Sado and Ikuno- must be 
worked out, for which purpose experts and 





miners have to be engaged, more or less 
competition with private enterprises being thus 
necessitated. Authorities are of opinion that to 
keep such untrustworthy sources of income as 
mines in the possession of the Household would 
not be prudent, and they have therefore con- 
cluded that the mines and the smelting establish- 
ment should be disposed of. 
* 


* 2 

While regretting to learn that Americans and 
Frenchmen have outstripped the Japanese in 
securing concessions from the Korean Govern- 
ment for the construction of railways between 
Sdul and Ninsen and Séul and Gensan, or, as 
some say, SOul and the Yalu, the Zokyo Shimbun 
urges its nationals not to suffer the concession 
for the Séul-Fusan line to slip out of their hands. 
The construction of that line, as a Japanese 
enterprise, is an affair of paramount’ im- 
portance both commercially and strategically. 
The Liberal Organ thinks that if the scheme 
be promoted officially and privately, and if 
the Government of Korea be persuaded to 
give its consent, Japanese capitalists ready 
to undertake the work will be forthcoming. 
This suggestion of the Zokyo Shimbun seems to 
have been unnecessary, for it is reported that 
arrangements as to the concession have been 
duly concluded between the Korean Govern. 
and certain enterprising Japanese. 

* 


* * 

The Mainichi is highly indignant at the 
intelligence that Russia is going to control the 
means of communication in Korea. Japanese 
merchants are being ousted from the Korean 
market by the Chinese; the political influence 
of Japan is waning rapidly, and now even the 
means of communication are to be wrested from 
her by a foreign Power. The same Japanese 
Government that has tamely endured the viola- 
tion of its prescriptive rights in the case of the 
Sdul-Ninsen railway, and is presumably incap- 
able of asserting its rightsin the case of the Sdul- 
Fusan line, is now going to repeat its suicidal 
policy with regard to the lines of telegraph be- 
tween Sdul and Wiju and between the former 
and Gensan, two lines now held and controlled 
by Japan. Instead of seeking to retain rights 
that Japan already enjoys in the case of the two 
lines, the Government is reported to contem- 
plate restoring them to Korea. The Mainichi 
declares its total inability to comprehend such 
an invertebrate policy. 


® * 

The Fiji offers a suggestion to the Government 
about the prompt construction of railways in 
Formosa. The programme of the Government 
is regarded by our contemporary with im- 
patience—namely, the programme of deferring 
the construction of railways until after thorough 
investigations have been conducted as to the 
best routes. The plan, reasonable as it may 
seem at first sight, is condemned by the F:#7:, 
seeing that even the Chinese succeeded in con- 
structing a railway in Formosa, which shows 
that the undertaking must be quite easy. It 
is said that during the late War the Au- 
thorities were determined, as soon as the 
troops should have been landed on the coast 
of the Bay of Liaotung, to construct rail- 
ways starting somewhere about Shanhaikwan 
and reaching Tientsin or even Pekin, and that 
the arrangements for this vigorous enterprise 
were completed. It is true that matters per- 
taining to Formosa now that the island has 
been incorporated into the Empire, must not be 
regarded in the same light as though a state of 
war existed. Still the Fis expected that so 
soon as Formosa had been ceded to Japan the 
Government would at once have appropriated 
from the War Fund whatever monies were re- 
quired for the building of a main trunk railway 
running through the island from north to 
south. But that opportunity is now gone, and 
the only course leading to the prompt construc- 
tion of railways, is to permit private capitalists 
to undertake the business, granting them, for a 
certain specified period, possession of the lands 
bordering the road, in lieu of a subsidy, since 
to give a subsidy would require the consent 
of the Diet, a preliminary fatal to promptitude. 
As the districts through which the railway would 
be laid abound in camphor trees, private capi- 
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talists could easily be induced to undertake the 
work of construction, provided that special pri- 
vileges were conferred upon them. 


* * 

The Voméuri is disposed to be rather liberal 
in its attitude towards the Japanese diplomatic 
service. Though the glorious triumph of Japan 
in the late War was very much impaired by the 
diplomatic blunders in its immediate sequel, 
none the less, Japan's prestige has been materi- 
ally raised throughout the world in consequence 
of that War. Hence the selection of Repre- 
sentatives to foreign countries becomes a matter 
of supreme importance, and it is equally im- 
portant that liberal allowances sluuld be grant- 
ed to enable them to carry on social inter- 
course in a becoming manner. If possible, 
Representatives to foreign States with which 
Japan has relations of any magnitude should 
be raised to the rankof Ambassadors. There 
is one difficulty about the matter, observes the 
Fomiurt, namely, the danger that if liberal al- 
lowances are granted they may be employed to 
enrich their recipients rather than to enhance 
the fair fame and promote the interests of Japan. 
An ex-Japanese Minister to Rome and a certain 
Minister now representing this country else- 
where are pointed to as warranting that suspi- 
cion. The Pomiuri hopes that the Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs will pay strict atten- 
tion to this point, so that the funds appropriated 
by the Treasury for promoting cordial relations 
with foreign Powers may not be misapplied. 

e 


* @ 

The Shogyo devotes two articles to discus- 
sing the prospects of this year's silk and tea 
trades, and the policy that the producers of, 
and dealers in, those two staples should pursue. 
The silk market of Yokohama that was suffering 
from exceptional depression since last fall,has re- 
covered somewhat since the 21st of April, quitea 
large quantity of bales having been purchased 
by resident merchants, chiefly for exportation 
to Europe. This relative difference in the as- 
pects of the European and American markets 
has been duly taken notice of, so that the silk- 
producers of Nagano contemplate a change of 
policy, in the sense of devoting themselves to 
the production of silk of finer fibre, adapted 
for the European market. The Shogyo ques- 
tions whether this policy will be attended with 
success, inasmuch as the appreciation of gold, 
which constitutes an important factor in en- 
couraging the export of Japanese silk to Europe, 
and enabling it to compete successfully with 
French and Italian silk, is not so marked as it 
used to be, the gold price of silver showing 
rather an upward tendency. The only hope for 
Japanese silk-growers lies in the probably bad 
result of sericulture in France and Italy. On 
the other hand, although, so far as matters have 
thus far gone, the outlook of the American 
market is darker than that of Europe, com- 
plete reliance can not be placed upon that fact. 
The long and short of the matter is that the 
circuinstances of this year’s silk business must 
be considered extremely puzaling. 

# 


* « 

With respect to the prospect of the American 
tea market, the same journal observes that Ame- 
rican merchants had a decidedly deterrent ex- 
perience last year, for, after they had ordered 
consignments of tea, they found that they could 
obtain the commodity in America at far lower 
prices, the Yokohama and Kobe resident mer- 
chants having sent over an abundance of the 
leaf on their own account to American mer- 
chants with whom they were commercially con- 
nected. It is not to be expected, therefore, that 
orders will come this year from America. Whiat- 
ever tea is needed, will be purchased at home. 
Meanwhile, the resident tea merchants are appa- 
rently endeavouring to recoup the losses they 
sustained last year, for prior to the commence- 
ment of the new season, they persistently tried 
to make the Japanese tea manufacturers under- 
stand that the tea market this year would be very 
weak. At any rate, the quotations have begun 
at unusually low figures, and should such rates 
hold, the resident merchants will be able to 
realize a large profit. ©The Japanese tea 
manufacturers and merchants, however, oaght 
not to leave the matter to the arbitrary arrange- 
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ment of the foreign merchants in Yokohama 
and Kobe, but should devise means for dispos- 
ing of their goods at more profitable prices. 
They are now in direct touch with the American 
market, and can not be easily duped by foreign 
merchants, as they used to be until quite recent- 
ly. They must not sell their tea at an unreason- 
ably low figure, but must seek to ship it direct 
to America. When the resident tea merchants 
perceive that the Japanese are resolved to take 
that bold course, they will be induced to pur- 
chase the staple at more reasonable figures. 


_ 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


— 


JAPANESE EMIGRANTS TO HAWAII. 


JAPANESE emigrants to Hawaii proceed abroad 
in accordance with the Japan-Hawaii Emigrants 
Treaty concluded in 1885 between the Japanese 
“Government and the Representative of Hawaii 
in Tokyo. According to the provisions of the 
Treaty the fares of emigrants, commission, and 
so forth are paid by the employers, and that 
provision has been strictly adhered to thus far 
by the Hawaiian sugar-planters. Taking ad- 
vantage of the apparent readiness of Japanese 
labourers to accept service in Hawaii, the plan- 
ters there recently conceived the idea of making 
the labourers bear all the expenses incidental 
to the journey to Hawaii. Last year, for in- 
stance, certain sugar planters of the Sandwich 
islands notified the Japanese Foreign Office 
through the medium ofa certain Japanese that 
in future they should like to be allowed to secure 
the service of Japanese coolies on free contracts 
entered into between the two parties concerned. 
This proposal the Foreign Office rejected, but 
the plan has been again mooted this year, and 
with apparent success. Agents have been sent 
to Japan who have succeeded in making a con- 
tract with a resident of Osaka, the object being 
to secure the service of 1,000 coolies from Hiro- 
shima, Yamaguchi, and Kumamoto. The 
Osaka agent applied to the Local Office at 
Osaka for permission to secure the men, and 
the application was sanctioned. He collected 
the number needed by the Hawaiian planters, 
and they are to be sent to the Sandwich group 
at the end of this month. The labourers are 
to pay their own fares, commission, and so forth, 
in all 50 yen per head. The agent will receive 
one half of this sum per man. In other words, 
while the planters are to enjoy the benefit of 
saving one-half the initial expenses hitherto 
involved in securing the service of Japanese 
coolies, the latter are to lose 50 yen per head. 
The labourers being ignorant of their treaty 
rights have been easily persuaded to enter into 
the contract, but it is believed that the Foreign 
Office will interfere in the matter, At present 
about 3,500 Japanese labourers proceed to Ha- 
waii every year, and the total initial expenses 
hitherto paid by planters has amounted to as 
much as 175,000 yen. We take this story 
from a vernacular contemporary, but do not 
vouch for the correctness of any of the details. 


A LAUDABLE SCHBMB. 
By way of commemorating the appearance of 
its thousandth issue, the Vorosu Chohko has 
started an interesting competition. An essay 
of one hundred written pages in length is to be 
composed on the much-discussed question of 
the duties, moral obligations, proper sphere, and 
necessary studies of Japanese women. The 
competition is open to all. For the best essay, 
afterwards to be published in pamphlet form, 
the Vorosu Choho agrees to pay 100 yen, and 
to the next best essay, down to No. 5, prizes 
will be given varying from 5oto royes. All un- 
successful competitors—and this is a truly ex- 
cellent idea—will have their M.S. returned with 
a bonus of 5 yen for the trouble they have 
taken. In commenting on this scheme, our 
contemporary says, editorially :—‘‘ Women are 
the mothers of thenation. If therefore we desire 
to establish the welfare of our country we must 
first settle the question of female morality. Some 
centuries ago Kaibara Yek’ken, a famous writer 
of many standard educational works, published 
the Onna Daigaku, *‘ Great Learning for Wo- 
men,” which had as its general intention the 









education of women from the standpoint of 
higher morality. The style of this great book 
was easy and entertaining and well-adapted to 
reach those for whom it was intended. 
was read the Empire over. Principally owing 
to the doctrines inculcated in the Onna Dat- 
gaku a most beneficial change was marked 
in the manners, deportment, dress and 
studies of Japanese women. To the influence 
of this book must therefore be attributed the 
rearing of many heroic men and emin- 
ent politicians. Now our country is altogether 
different from what it used to be. European 
civilization has come into our midst, and the 
Onna Daigaku is no longer suited to the 
requirements of the age. Yet there is no book 
to take its place ; we are without a standard for 
women of to-day. Some women, imbued with 
foreign ideas, wish to have the same rights with 
men; others again are averse to any further 
development of European civilization in Japan, 
choose to be educated in the old style and to 
know little or nothing of the great world about 
them. How can we, under these circumstances, 
expect to find faithful wives or wise mothers? 
And to whose guidance are we to trust our child- 
ren? It is these considerations that have 
moved us to formulate the present scheme. As 
editors of a daily journal we are ourselves un- 
able to devote the time and thought necessary 
to the elaboration of so vital a theme ; therefore 
we turn to the literary public, from whose pens 
we hope that blessing will come not only for 
the society of to-day but also for unborn 
generations.” 


THB ENGLISH BUDGET. 


Sir Mica#agEt Hicxs-Beacu, the British Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, has won applause 
for his masterly Budget. The Daily Chronicie, 
the organ of advanced Radicalism, even says :— 
“His speech establishes Sir Michael Hicks- 
Beach’s reputation and will rank him among 
the great Chancellors of the Gladstone type, but 
there is nothing to praise in his policy. The 
rich man with a rent roll is the only man who 
will get relief.” The maximum land tax has 
been reduced from 4s. to 1s. inthe pound, which 
will absorb £100,000 of the surplus, another 
£975,000 is to be devoted to reducing the rat- 
ing of farm lands, £433,000 for the Education 
Bill, and £200,000 to a slight alteration of the 
death duties, The national income for the year 
was estimated at £101,755,000and the expendi- 
tures at 100,047,000. These are mighty masses 
of figures to have to deal with, and demonstrate 
the enormous strides that Great Britain has 
made in industrial and commercial develop- 
menseven of late years. The imports and ex- 
ports had increased by £28,228,000 in the last 
six months of the year, against a decrease of 
£7,:531,000 in the first six months. In every 
respect 1895 must have been a remarkable year 
for the old country. Notwithstanding the 
enormous increase in expenditures, the largest 
since the great war, a bigger sum than ever 
had been devoted to reducing the national 
debt, and the condition of the working-classes 
showed continued improvement. Tea, Sir Mi- 
chael remarks, is driving coffee out of the market 
and British spirits are entirely displacing foreign 
spirits. The increase in the import of tea was 
10,000,000 pounds from India and Ceylon, re- 
placing so much Chinese tea. The increase in 
the import of tobacco was £108,000 over the 
estimate, chiefly for cigarettes. The English 
Customs authorities calculate that {1,000,000 
yearly was thrown in the gutter in the shape of 
the ends of cigars and cigarettes. The imports 
of wines had increased £1,256,000. Light 
wines were preferred. Beer had increased 


and stamps £ 1,629,000. 


A BLIND LAWYER. 

Tue Vomiuré and other vernacular journals 
make laudatory mention of a young lawyer, 
Kamitaki Chin-an, a native of Inaba, Tottori 
Prefecture. At the age of nine he lost his sight, 
and seven years after came up to Tokyo with 
the firm intention of winning fame, despite his 
infirmity, in the legal arena. In the meantime 
his father died and the young man was left 
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£617,000, the death duties were £2,881,000 





with just enough to keep soul and body toge- 
ther. Never losing courage in spite of all these 
adverse circumstances, he entered the School 
for the Blind and Dumb, from which, later 
on, he graduated with honours. Afterwards 
he matriculated at the Wa-futsu Horitsu 
Gakko, or Japanese-French School of Law, an 
establishment that owes its existence and con- 
tinued prosperity to the indefatigable labours of 
M. Boissonade. Kamitaki will graduate in July 
of this year with an enviable record, for he has 
invariably stood among the first, and he knows 
how to win the esteem of his teachers and fellow- 
students. Early in life he became a convert to 
Christianity and now says that he is grateful for 
his blindness; for had it not been for this he 
would not have chosen the legal profession. 
It} would be interesting if Japan should turn 
out another Fawcett. 

AN INTERESTING POINT IN CRICKET. 
YoxouamMa cricketers and others will doubt- 
less be interested in the following paragraph in 
reference to a rather singular incident that oc- 
curred in a match at Hongkong during the past 
season. Mr. Edward Ram, Hon. Secretary of 
the H.K.C.C., states the point as follows :— 
Captain Grafton, R.N., playing for the Plains 
v. The Peak, played a ball, and as it appeared 
likely to fall on to his wicket he struck it—as 
he had a perfect right to do—a second time; 
and smacked{it up into the hands of the wicket- 
keeper. An appeal was made to the umpire, 
who gave the batsman out—caught at the wicket. 
A considerable amount of amicable discussion 
ensued in the pavilion as to whether this deci- 
sion was a proper one; the ayes and noes being 
pretty evenly divided. The question being one 
of some interest, it was referred home to the 
more to less authoritative ruling of the F¥eld; 
and the opinion therein expressed was as fol- 
lows :—‘' The decision given was incorrect. 
The ball may be hit a second time for the sole 
purpose of guarding the wicket. If after striking 
the ball a second time the batsman should at- 
tempt to run, he is, according to the general 
interpretation of Law 27, at once out, no matter 
what becomes of the ball. It follows that as, in 
such a case as you describe, the law forbids the 
batsman running, it also shelters him from be- 
ing caught.” 


THE BANK OF CHINA AND JAPAN, LIMITED, 


Tue following report was presented to the 
Shareholders at the first annual meeting held 
on the 16th April, 1896, at the Cannon Street 
Hotel, London, E.C.:—The Directors beg to 
submit to the Shareholders a Statement of the 
affairs of the Bank as at 31st December, 1895. 
The realisation of the Assets of the Old Bank 
is progressing favourably. The position of the 
Bank as regards the public, at above date, 
was :— 
LIABILITIES. 

Fixed Deposits and Accrued Interest.€75,262 11 6 

Other Liabilities ... 00. os coe ose 39386 O8 
954,618 1x 8 

ASSBTS. 
Gold Securities costes ee ae wee SEEHISG XT 


SUVOE ace, sce. ca. cae. woe one) ene’ aes 335 
Other ae 





tee tee cee nee see see eee ene EQTOE OB 
In Bank of England at credit of 
Trustees for Depositors... ... ... 330,738 ©3 
Tn tramsitu —... 22. 0s coe eevee = 389 2GQ 9 6 
Capital set aside for New Working 
Account ese ose eee wee wee ©=00,000 OO 
_ 670,472 © 10 
Deficiency ooo ooo eee eee eee ooo eco eee 04,147 10 10 





—— 


Owing to the appreciation of securities and to 
old shareholders joining the new Bank, this 
deficiency has since been so reduced that the 
installment of call due on 2nd April, amounting 
to about £50,000, is expected to more than 
cover it. At close of 1894 the Bank’s affairs 
indicated that shareholders might require to 
provide £300,000 in cash to meet its liabilities ; 
but if the above anticipation prove correct, a 
total of under £180,000 will suffice. This 
would leave the remaining four installments of 
the call of £3 158. per share to provide capital 
for the Bank. It will be noticed that in the 
Balance Sheet no value has been placed on 
amount outstanding (£87,350 38. 1d.), due on 
1893/4 call, nor on the Liquidator’s call of £7 
1§s. per share on shareholders who had not 
yet accepted the new scheme (£813,600 15s. 
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1od.). Legal proceedings are being taken to 
enforce payment of these calls, and the suits 
which have been commenced against the Chi- 
nese and American and other recalcitrant 
shareholders will be pushed on with energy. 
The French Courts have already given a deci- 
sion in the Bank’s favour, which induces the 
Board to expect similiar judgments elsewhere, 
in which case above assets will be of consider- 
able value and lessen atill further the probable 
loss of £180,000 referred to in preceding para- 
graph. The final approval of the Judge to the 
Scheme of Reconstruction was not given until 
3rd April, 1895, when it was too late to arrange 
forthe Bank taking ashare in Exchange business 
at the opening of the Export season in China ; 
indeed, active operations did not commence 
until rst July. Considering therefore that the 
accounts cover a period of nine months as re- 
gards expenses, and only six months as regards 
éarning, the small debit balance of £2,438 18. 
gd. which has resulted is not discouraging. 
The working of the Bank as a going concern 
has contributed materially to the successfal 
realisation of assets. The Directors who retire 
at this time are Mr. Adolf von André and Mr. 
E. Iveson, who, being eligible, offer themselves 
for re-election. Messrs. Turquand, Youngs and 
Co. have audited the books at request of the 
Board, and now offer themselves for election 
as Auditors. 


MASONIC INSTALLATION. 

Tue twelfth annual festival and installation 
banquet of the Tokyo Lodge, No. 2015, E.C., 
was held at the Hotel Métropole, Tsukiji, Tokyo, 
on Saturday evening. There wasa large allen- 
dance of Brethern, many visitors, including 
some from Australian Lodges, being present. 
The installation ceremony was most impressive- 
ly conducted by the Right Worshipful District 
Grand Master of Japan, Bro. W. H. Stone ; and 
Wor. Bro. John McDonald, P.D.G. Supt. of 
Works, having been duly installed, invested his 
officers as follows :— 


Wor. Bro. E. Palliser Pallister, D.G. Reg... 1.P.M. 
WwW 


Bio. Davidson Macdonald, M.D......000 coors. W. 
Bro. Ernest L. James, D.G.S.B. ......00cceeeee J» W. 
Bro. Rev. J. We Wadman oo... ccccseeee CHAPLAIN. 
Bro. Rev. W. J. White ......cecceceseees SECRETARY. 
Bio. Harold G. Pa:lett, D. G. Steward ...... $.D 
BeG bie 1 COPe: civ ssncsscetivtdsastsvascnveisassses J.D. 
Broz Alex, J. Hare: séssisscssicstactacsssovedsess D. of C. 
Wor. Bro. Hubert J. Owen 


ssusiatabenens OrGANIST 
Bro. Rev. J. O. Spencer ....scsecsscsecssesceser eee dG 


Bro. H. Ivison 


After the closing of the Lodge, the Brethren 
adjourned to the banquetting room, where a 
most récherché repast was spread. The menu 
was profusely adorned with apt Shakespearian 
quotations testifying to the nice erudition and 
earnest labour’ of the Brother who undertook 
its compilation. The usual Masonic toasts were 
given and duly acknowledged, a most pleasant 
evening dDeing spent. 


ENGLAND'S DRINK BILL. 

A curious feature of the remarkably prosperous 
Budget statement made by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, Sir Michael Hicks-Beacb, in 
the House of Commons, remarks a Canadian 
journal, is that the greater part of the increase 
in the importation of wines is due to ‘‘ gambl- 
ipg ”.on the stock exchange, where speculators, 
whether successful or otherwise, consoled or 
congratulated themselves in the same way. It 
is estimated that 1,200,000 extra bottles of 
champagne were consumed in this manner, 
The increased consumption of beer, which also 
materially helped to swell the British budget, 
is accounted for by the mildness of the winter, 
which stimulated thirst. It appears that 
33,000,000 barrels of beer were brewed during 
the year, an increase of 1,500,000 over the 
previous year. 


MITCHELL’S NEWSPAPER PRESS DIRECTORY. 
Tue fifty-first annual issue of this excellent 
work isto hand. The list of newspapers pub- 
lished in all the countries of the world that 
appears in Mitchell’s Directory is as complete 
as indefatigable energy can make it, and 


colonial newspapers have only themselves to 
blame if they find their names omitted. In 
this edition is published a concise and valuable 
article on ‘“‘ The Law of Copyright and Libel,” 
by Hugh Fraser, M.A., “Fifty years of Women’s 
Papers and Magazines,” by Miss Laura Smith, 
a bibliography of the Press, and other interest- 
ing essays. There are now 2,355 newspapers 
published in the British Isles, of which number 
1,840 appear in London and the Provinces, 100 
in Wales, 226 in Scotland, and 199 in Ireland. 
Magazines total 2,097, of which more than 507 
are of a decidedly religious character. 


THE TWO THOUSAND GUINBAS. 
Turis race was run last Wednesday week, and 
the result has always hitherto been received here 
by telegraph, but this year the message seems 
to have been overlooked in Shanghai. In 
Japan we are too far from home to know much 
about the chances of the candidates for the 
classic races of the English turf according to 
the betting, for the reason that speculation on 
these events has, during the past forty years, 
undergone a great change. It was no uncom- 
mon thing in the fifties to see a dozen Derby 
horses quoted throughout the winter, and double 
that number in the early spring, whereas now, 
due to the fact that it is nearly all post-betting, 
quotations are few and far between in the papers 
received in Japan by the mail preceding the 
actual event. Latest papers from home, how- 
ever, give St. Frusquin as the favourite both 
for the Guineas and Derby, Mr. Leopold 
Rothschild’s colt being quoted at 5 to 1 for the 
former, and 3 to 1 for the latter race. This 
would seem to indicate that there was some 
doubt about his starting at Newmarket; at any 
rate, he has started, and won. St. Frusquin is 
a brown colt by St. Simon ex Isabel, and started 
in six races as a two-year-old, of which he won 
five, his only defeat being at Kempton Park in 
October, where, in the Imperial Produce Stakes, 
Teufel, with Mornington Cannon up, beat him 
by halfa length. It was at the scene of his defeat 
in the previous May that St. Frusquin first sport- 
ed silk, and in the Royal Two-year-old Plate, 
five furlongs straight, he led home a field of 
eleven. The following month he won the 
Sandringham Gold Cup at Sandown, beating La- 


.| brador by three lengths, and followed this up at 


head-quarters by winning the Chesterfied Stakes 
in July. His next appearance was in the Middle 
Park Plate, at Newmarket October, which he 


‘| won from a field of a dozen, and he wound up 
‘| his two-year-old career at the Second October 


Meeting by winning the Dewhurst Plate (last 7 
furlongs of the Rowley Mile) by three lengths. 
Love Wisely, a chestnut colt by Wisdom ex 
Lovelorn, is the property of Mr. Hamar Bass, 
and, out of four essays last year, scored only 
once when winning the three-quarter mile Rous 
Plate at Doncaster in September. Labrador 
belongs to the Duke of Westminster, and isa 
brown colt by Sheen ex Ornament. This colt 
started five times as a two-year-old, winning the 
July Stakes at Newmarket and the Ham Stakes 
at Goodwood, and in his three other attempts 
he was placed second. St. Frusquin and La- 
brador are both engaged in the Derby and St. 
Leger, but Love Wisely is not in either race. 
Mr. Rothschild commences fair to occupy the 
place he held Jast year among winning owners, 
being then at the top of the tree, with 41 races, 
the value of the etakes alone being close upon 
£21,000. The produce of St. Simon (St. Frus- 
quin’s sire) landed 35 races last year of the 
total value of £30,470. 


THE “ Macy =" ISIS”’ COLLISION APPBAL. 
Tue hearing of the appeal in the Macy-Jsts 
collision case came before the Supreme Court 
at Shanghai on the goth April. Sir Nicholas 
Hannen, Chief Justice, was on the bench, in 
company with His Honour Judge Jamieson, 
and Captain Street, Commander of the R.M.S. 
Ravenna, as nautical Assessor. The petition 
of the Respondents, prepared by Mr. A. B. 
Walford, of Yokohama, was read, as was the 
petition of the appellants, prepared by Mr. J. 
F. Lowder. Mr. Lowder appeared in person, 
Mr. Hanson representing the sespondents. 
The question of the Macy's lights occupied 
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most of the time of the Court at this sitting, 
the Chief Justice wishing the arguments on 
both sides in regard to this matter to be very 
full. Mr. Lowder addressed the Court and Mr. 
Hanson having replied, His Honour the Chief 
Justice said :—‘‘ Mr. Jamieson is strongly of 
opinion, and I am also of opinion, but not 80 
strongly, that the most satisfactory course will 
be to have the lamp tested as to ils visibility at 
the distance laid down by the Regulations. We 
suggest that another Assessor be appointed : 
there would have been two to-day but for the un- 
fortunate accident (the Woosung disaster) this 
morning, which prevented one of them from at- 
tending. We will appoint another Assessor with 
your consent, and then shall ask those Asses- 
sors to make the lest, giving you notice of when 
it is going to be made and enabling you to see 
how it is done; you, Mr. Hanson, to have the 
lamp trimmed.” Mr. Lowder informed the 
Court that should the lamp not come up to fife 
test he should not proceed with his appeal. 


THE STRANDING OF THB “ MENMUIR.” 
Wirth reference to the stranding of the AMen- 
muir, Captain Bischof, the pilot, informs us it 
is true that when the ship left Kobe the weather 
was both rainy and misty, but after ten in the 
evening the weather cleared, and the moon 
shone out: The second officer, he says, went 
on the bridge attwelve o'clock, and he (Capt. 
Bischof) gave him the course and sat down 
on a chair on the bridge. Having been on 
the bridge from the time the ship left Kobe, 
he was feeling drowsy, and so took a nap 
after instructing the Second Officer to call him 
in 20 minutes. The officer, he asserts, did not 
call him until he saw the ship going full steam 
ona sandbank. Only about a minute before 
she struck was he roused with the intelligence 
that the ship was too close to the shore. Seeing 
the danger at a glance, he had the rudder set 
back and the engines reversed, but it was too 
late. No damage has been done to the vessel. 
—Chronicle. 


CARRIAGE ACCIDENT, 

A sap accident occurred near the race-course 
on Friday afternoon. A little Japanese boy of 
five years of age, seeing a carriage and pair 
advancing along the road deliberatel crossed 
in front, as is unfortunately the wont of too 
many children in Japan, and was knocked 
down. He received such injuries that his life 
is despaired of. A policeman, named Matsu- 
mura, of the Isezakicho Station, who had no- 
ticed the lad dart forward, in attempting to 
pull him back was also kicked by the horses, 
and injured on the foot. The occupants of 
the carriage were greatly distressed and did 
all they could to assauge the grief of the child's 
mother, who happened to be a witness of the 
accident. The boy is in the Juzen Hospital, 
the constable is receiving medical treatment at 
his own house. 


A MYSTERIOUS AFFAIR. 

A SHOCKING affair occurred in a house at Hana- 
sakicho Hatchome, Yokohama, on the evening 
of the rst inst., in the course of which four 
persons were wounded. About nine o'clock a 
man, armed with a dagger, entered the house 
occupied by Kawaguchi Manzo (67), a timber 
merchant, and assaulted the master, his wife, 
Haru (45), and their employés, Kurozawa 
Sohachi (13)and Tagawa Shokichi(47). Manzo 
received six cuts, Haru three, and both Sohachi 
and Shokichi sustained two wounds, all on the 
head: Sohachi was the most badly wounded. 
The assailant having slashed at every one he 
could find, left the house and has not yet been 
traced. The motive for this strange assault is 
not yet known. 


POLICE COURT AMENITIBS. 
‘“‘Tuat black-headed devil there came up and 
stopped me.” This inelegant expression was 
used by a Chinaman in the Hongkong Police 
Court the other day, says the Daily Press, and 
it cost him $5. He was giving evidence in a 
kidnapping case in which he was the principal 
witness, and he intended his remark for an 
Indian constable, who seems to have caught not 
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only the kidnapper but the witness himself, and 
it was in consequence of the indignity he had 


suffered that the Chinaman gave vent to his 


wrath in such unqualified terms. He was much 
chagrined when the Magistrate followed up a 
sharp rebuke with a “fiver,” but probably the 
penalty will induce him to restrain his exple- 
tives in future. 
gaol for twelve months. 


a DOCKYARDS IN JAPAN. 


frre before in the history of Japanese dock- 
yards has so much work been offered them: 
every yard is working to its fullest capacity, and 
the complaint is general of insufficiency of plant 
andequipment. The Admiralty yards at Yoko- 
suka are busy repairing war-ships for the Im- 
perial Navy, and no private work can be 
undertaken there. The Tategami Dock-yard 
at Nagasaki finds itself ina similar position, and 
is obliged to decline almost every private job 
offered. The slip at the Kawasaki Dockyard, 
Kobe, is engaged five ships deep, while six 
other vessels are impatiently waiting to go on. 
In consequence of this plethora of work, the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha has been obliged to send 
several of its steamers to Hongkong for over- 
haul, and other steamship companies are follow- 
ing suit. This state of things is, of course, ex- 
ceptional and will pass away when the various 
projected dockyards have been completed. 
The one at Yokohama is steadily approaching 
completion, and so isthe yard at Uraga. Other 
enterprises of a similar nature are contemplated 
at Osaka, Kiushiu, Zumoto, Awaji, Moji, Hako- 
date, and Hiogo. 


EXPLORATION ON THE WEST RIVER. 


HonGKONG papers announce that Mr. Wenyon, 
accompanied by Mr. T. Cowen, correspondent 
for Zhe Times during the Japan-China war, 
have started from Canton on an expedition up 
the West River, and they expect to be away 
about three months, so apparently they are go- 
ing to push well on to the Tonkin or Burmese 
frontier. Later on Mr. Wenyon, accompanied 
by his brother Dr. Wenyon, intends to make the 
journey from Canton through to Rangoon. As 
Dr. Wenyon is an experienced and observant 
traveller, and an able writer and speaker, the 
public will doubtless benefit from his observa- 
tions on this journey through a country still 
little known, 


RACE BETWEEN P, AND 0. AND M.M. STEAMERS. 


A TELEGRAM from Bombay of the 7th ult. which 
appears in an Indian paper, says:—News has 
been received at Bombay of the arrival at Mar- 
seilles at 7 p.m. on the 4th April of the M.M. 
steamer Oceanien, so that it is probable she was 
beaten by the Caledonia on the whole voyage 
by nearly 24 hours. The P. & O. Co. received 
no telegraphic news of the arrival of the Cale- 
donia at Marseilles, but as she got to Brindisi 
on the rst, there is very little doubt she arrived 
at Marseilles some time on the 3rd instant. 





THE ‘'SHIBATA MARU.” 
Tue finding of the Marine Court of Inquiry 
sitting at Osaka to investigate the circum. 
stances of the collision between the transport 
Shibata Maru, and the B-itish steamer Quan- 
tock at Moji, on August roth last, was given on 
the 28th ult. The Court found that Captain 
Sakai, of the SAidasa, was not responsible for 
the accident, but H. Hamada, the first engi- 
neer, had his certificate suspended for two 


months, while Y. Sakai, the second engineer, 


wags reprimanded. 
NTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY INTO BNGLAND. 


Tue introduction of Christianity in Southern 
England is to be very suitably commemorated. 
Queen Victoria has subscribed £150 to the 
fand which is being raised with the object of 
restoring the cloisters and crypt at Canterbury 
Cathedral to commemorate the thipesn Jun - 
dredth anniversary of the baptism of King 
Ethelbert. 


THE P. AND 0. COMPANY AND LASCAR CRRWS. 


A Lonpon telegram to the Indian press says that 
Mr. Hanbury, replying in the House of Com- 
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mons to Mr. Allen and others, who complained 
that the Peninsular and Oriental Steam Naviga- 
tion Co. employed Lascars to the exclusion of 
British sailors, said no coolies were employ- 
ed, and that it would be unjust to exclude Las- 
cars who were our fellow subjects, and that 
moreover India paid a large portion of the mail 
subsidy. 


ACCIDENT ON THE KATSURAGAWA. 

IT is not often that an accident happens to boats 
in descending the rapids of the Katsura-gawa, 
but one occurred recently, the boat being 
caught beam on and overset. The occupants 
of the craft were Mr. J. T. Hamilton, well- 
known in Yokohama as the manager in the 
East of the ‘‘ Equitable Life Assurance Society,” 
and a Japanese military officer. Fortunately 
they were not hurt, and struggled ashore with 
nothing worse then a ducking. Mr. Hamilton 
has since arrived in Yokohama, 


THE LATE MR. HARPER. 
Tue Jate Mr. Harper, whose remains were in- 
terred in Yokohama cemetery on Wednesday 
evening amid every token of respect and re- 
gard, had greatly endeared himself to all with 
whom he came in contact at Kobe while filling 
the responsible position of manager of the 
Chartered Baak there. He joined the Bank 
several years ago and had served in the Straits 
and at Manila before opening the branch at Kobe. 





THE KOBE LIBBL CASE. ’ 

THe Chronicle finds that the libel action to 
which wereferred yesterday, should be described 
as being brought, not by the Aiogo News, but 
by the editor of the Arogo News, against the 
editor and publisher of the Kobe Herald. The 
sum of $500 is claimed as damages. Mr. 
Brushfield has been engaged for the plaintiff 
and Mr. Crosse for the defendant. 


NAVAL NOTES. 


Apm1IraAL Butzer, C.B., is expected in Yoko- 
hama on the 12th inst., on the Alacrity. Staff 
Surgeon Lory, of the Zolus, has been appoint- 
ed to H.M.S. Edgar in the place of the late 
Staff Surgeon Hunter, and will go home with 
her, a new Staff Surgeon coming out from home 
to join the olus. 


THE SWEDEN-NORWAY TREAT Y. 

WE learn from the Fiyt Shimpo thata telegram 
dispatched by Baron Nishi, Japanese Minister 
in Russia, was received by the Tokyo Govern- 
ment on Monday last, stating that the Treaty 
of Commerce and Navigation between Japan 
and Sweden and Norway was signed by the 
commissioners of both Powers on the 2nd inst. 
at Stockholm. 


THE ' MENMUIR.” 
In addition to the announcement we publish in 
a telegram received yesterday from Kobe, the 
Agents of the Afenmuir here inform.us that 
Captain Craig intends to “ sail for Hongkong 
to-morrow morning.” This would indicate that 
the steamer has received no injury. 


DBPARTURE OF M. KLOBUKOWSKI. 


M. anD Mapame Krosuxowsk! left Japan on 
Monday by the Empress of Ffapan. M. Klobu- 
kowski goes to take up the Consul-Generalship 
for France at Calcutta. In him Yokohama 
loses a courteous gentleman, an earnest official, 
and an accomplished scholar. 


AN OIL SHIP BURNT AT SBA. 
‘TELEGRAPHIC news has heen received in Shang- 
hai that the American ship Charles R. Flint, 
which sailed from New York on March 13th 
with a cargo consisting of 97,000 cases of 
kerosene oil for the Standard Oil Company 
there, has been burnt at sea. No further parti- 
culars are given. 
JAPANKSE DROWNED. 

Tue dead body of a Japanese man, aged about 
30 years, was discovered on the beach at Hon- 
moku, Yokohama, on Sunday last. The water 
police and Dr. Miyazaki inspected the re- 
mains, which bore no signs of violence, The 


Google 


doctor says that the body must have been in 
the water not more than twelve hours. The 
man seems to have committed suicide, but the 
name of the deceased is not yet known. 





AN OCBAN RACB. 
THe ship Durham which arrived at Kobe on 
Sunday, ia the winner, the Hiogo News takes it, 
of the prize of $1,000 (gold) put up jointly by 
her Master and Captain Roberts of the ship 
Dunjfion. They are both out from Philadelphia, 
the latter starting a few hours after the former 
and being destined for Nagasaki. 





A KOBE LIBKL ACTION. 

Tux Chronicle understands that a petition was 
served on Monday upon the editor and pub- 
lisher of the Kobe Herald, in which damages 
are claimed by the Hiogo News for the state- 
ment made that the latter journal extracted ad- 
verlisements from the former and inserted them 
in its columns without authority. 


—— 


DISINTERESTBD KINDNESS. 








Tue Headman of Riori-mura, Kisengori, Iwate- 
ken, Mr. Chida Nihei, refuses all compensation 
for the help he rendered three ship-wrecked 
sealers of the Alfon, although he entertained 
them at his own house for six days. 


THE “PEIMA” CHANNEL CLEAR. 
Tue following telegram, received on Thursday 
night by Captain Mahlmann, from the Coast 
Inspector at Shanghai, has been published in 
the Kobe papers :—Please notify vessels wreck 
on old bar-line. Old bar marks and night 
signals discontinued. ‘‘Feima ” Channel clear. 


SUDDEN D&ATH OF COLONEL NORTH. 
Tue Chronicle of Wednesday morning states 
that telegraphic news from London had been 
received in Kobe announcing the death of 
Colonel North, the head of the syndicate which 
is holding camphor. 


IRBLAND. 

Tue new Irish land bill introduced in the 
House of Commons by Mr. Gerald Balfour, 
Chief Secretary for Ireland, is said to be even 
more liberal in scope than Mr. John Morley’s 
famous measure.: 





COUN? OKUMA ON COUNT ITAGAKI. 
-— ---— —- > — ----——- 

Count Okuma, according to the Voméiuri 
Shimbun, attaches no importance whatever to 
the allegation that Count Itagaki has been ad- 
mitted to the Cabinet, not in his capacily as 
leader of the Liberals, but for the purpose of | 
bringing into the administration the eminent 
statesmen of the Metera. ‘‘That pretext,” 
the Opposition leader is represented as saying, 
‘recalls the old proverb of stopping one’s ears 
to steal a bell. The Michi Nichi Shimbun of 
the 21st of April wrote that Itagaki’s entry into 
the Cabinet was a conclusive evidence of the 
cOoperation existing between the Government 
and the Liberals. ‘There can be little doubt that 
the measure has for its object the strengthening 
of thatcGoperation, Any Ministers of State that 
objected to the Count’s admission to the Cabinet 
were given to understand that they had either 
to agree or to resign their portfolios.” 


MARQUIS [70 & MARQUIS SAIGO. 
—> 

The silly rumour that the Minister President 
and the Minister of State for the Navy have 
postponed their trip to Formosa on account 
of complications connected with the alleged 
entente between Russia and Japan in Korea, is 
emphatically denied by the Michi Nicht Shim- 
bun. Their Excellencies will not start for the 
island until the autumn, the climate being re- 
ported as specially unhealthy just now. As for 
the alleged connection between the return of 
the British Minister from Kyoto and the same 
complication, it is equallya myth. The public 
will do well to receive all these stories with ex- 
treme caution. 
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CURRENT TOPICS. 
—_—_—_o—__—_———- 


The Post Office Authorities have decided to 
effect great changes in the existing Parcels Post 
Regulations, the aim being to ensure greater 
convenience for the public. The most import- 
ant amendment is to strike out nearly all the 
provisions for grading charges according to 
distance. The grades now amount to as many 
as ten, but will be reduced to three in the 
amended Regulations. Further, whereas, in 
the existing system, the dimensions of a parcel 
are limited to two feet every way, the new 
system will allow a length of three feet, the 
breadth and thickness, however, being reduced 
to 6 inches. The maximum contents thus be- 
come } of acubic foot instead of 8 cubic feet, but 
that loss will be compensated by the extension 
of the limit of length, which will allow much 
greater latitude to senders. Such things as 
fabrics in rolls, sticks, and so forth, which would 
have been excluded under the old rules, will be 
sendable under the new. The following will 
be the charges according to the amended gra- 
duations :— 


Uptoeg Uptoaso Over 290 

miles. miles. miles. 

sen. sen. sen, 

Up to 200 momme®™ .,.....6. 5 ceeeee B.S tenis 16 
Up to 400 momme........006+ re TA  aeeksa 24 
Up to 600 momme.,,....ceeee Q'” seeds IO’. sivases 32 
Up tu 800 momane....cccceses EU seus, BO. adieu 40 
Up to 1 kwainme (3.75 kil.)13 0 wae 24 48 
Up to 1°25 kwammme wee DS ceeeee 28 viens 56 
Up to 1.50 kwamme ....c0008 7 ceeeee 22 lewsevs 64 


* | momme corresponds to about 3.7§ grms. 

In a few instances the new comprehensive gra- 
dations call for higher charges than those now 
in operation, but taken as a whole the amend- 
ments will prove unquestionably beneficial to 
senders of parcels. The amended Regulations 
are expected to be put into force from July. 

The establishment of a High Council for 
deliberating on Agricultural, Commercial, and 
Industrial topics has been announced by Im- 
perial Ordinance No. 152. According to the 
Regulations, this Council, subject to the con- 
trol and suggestion of the Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce is to submit views 
on matters of foreign commerce. The Council 
will be composed ofa President, a Vice- President, 
and 20 commissioners at most. These officers 
are to be appointed by the Cabinet from among 
Government officials or experts, scientic or 
practical, on the recommendation of the said 
Minister. Two managers from among the 
officials of the Department of Agriculture and 
Commerce are to be appointed. The following 
have been nominated commissioners :—Baron 
Kawada Koichiro, Messrs. Shibusawa Eiichi, 
Masuda Takashi, Masuda Kokutoku, Nakami- 
gawa Hikojiro, Sonoda Kokichi, Hara Rokuro, 
Hara Zenzaburo, Ono Koyei, Otani Kahei, 
Hamaoka Kotetsu, Tanaka Gentaro, Doi Chufu, 
Fujita Denzaburo, Hirose Saihei, Fujita Shiro, 
and Ando Taro, the last two being from the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce. 
For President, Count Sano, President of the Red 
Cross Society of Japan, has been recommended 


A rumour that the Imperial Household con- 
templates transferring the Sado gold mine and 
the Ikuno silver mine to certain private capi- 
talists, is earnestly discussed by the Mippon— 
morbidly excitable as ever in matters relating to 
the Court—and by some other papers also. It 
will be guessed thatthe Wsppon regards this 
business as one of ‘the usual devices of the 
Government to benefit certain of its favourites 
not in its employ, at the expense of the Court, 
and that the principal recipient of the favour is 
a politician of Tosa, Mr. Hayashi Yuzo, a pro- 
minent Liberal. The question of removing the 
two mines and the smelting establishment in 
Osaka from the Household was long ago decid- 
ed by the Government, and the process to be 
pursued alone awaited determination. When 
that question began to attract public attention, 
the Government once more met, and decided, 
at the end of last month, to sell the properties 
by public tender, the plan being to play into the 
hands of a certain millionaire of Tosa extrac- 
tion, presumably Mr. Iwasaki, who in turn, 
would transfer the ownership to another Tosa 


man on whose account the sale was originally 
planned.” Such is the Wsppon’s most incre- 
dible story. That the Household proposes to 
get rid of its not very profitable properties in 
Sado and Ikuno seems to be a probability, 
judging from what the Metropolitan papers in- 
forms us; but, according to the more impartial 
of them, the primary motive of the Household 
in selling the mines is to free itself from = par- 
ticipation in any enterprise likely to compete 
with private enterprises. 


The Japanese Army grows apace and acts 
up to the spirit of its expansion. It decided to 
despatch an inspecting officer to Abyssinia and 
also to Cuba, and opened negotiations for that 
purpose with the Governments of Italy and 
Spain. The latter has replied in the affirmative, 
but the former has declined. Mr. Murata 
Toyosaku, a military surgeon of the Osaka 
Division, has been ordered to proceed to Cuba 
on board the Canadian Mail steamer that starts 
from Yokohama on the 8th instant. 


The question who shall be nominated chief 
of the new Iron Foundry is still undecided, Mr. 
Watanabe Koki, the ex-Japanese Minister to 
Vienna, having declined to accept the offer. 
But the Government has definitely decided on 
the sites of the Foundiies. Two are to be es- 
tablished, one each in Kyushiu and in the north- 
eastern part of the main island of Japan. The 
exact sile of the former is still unsettled, but 
Shigeura in Aomori Prefecture is destined to 
be the locale of the northern foundry. 


By Imperial Ordinance No. 160, issued on 
Saturday last, the official status of the Chief of 
the Central Staff, the Chief of the Naval Com- 
mand, the Governor-General of Formosa, and 
the Chiefs of the Supreme Court and the Board 
of Audit, has been raised to Shinnta rank; in 
other words, to the rank of Ministers of State 
and Privy Councillors. This elevation of the 
status of the Chief of the Board of Audit is in- 
tended to render the Board more independent 
than before. 


Men of different nationalities are evidently 
competing to secure concessions for the con- 
struction of railways in the Korean Peninsula. 
The Séul-Ninsen route has already been con- 
ceded to American lessees, and certain French- 
men, backed by the influence of Russia, are 
endeavouring to secure a similar concession for 
the Soul-Gensan route. The Japanese in Korea 
are not behind foreigners in the matter: they 
are deliberating to secure a charter for the con 
struction of a railway between Sdul and Fusan. 
The movement is led by the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce in S6ul, which has opened nego- 
tiations on the subject with the chambers in 
Fusan, Ninsen, and Gensan. 


The establishment of another steamship com- 
pany for foreign service is on the /apés. It is 
projected by such Yokohama merchants as 
Messrs. Otani Kahei, Abei Kobei, Tanaka Zen- 
suke, and forth. The object is to open a regular 
service between the opposite coasts of the 
Pacific, namely, between Japan, China, and 
Portland. Three steamers of abont 3,000 tons 


displacement, with a speed of some 15 knots,. 


are to be used for the service. The capital is 
fixed at 2 million yen, divided into 40,000 shares 
of 30 yen each, and the Company will be called 
the Daito (Great Eastern) Steamship Company. 
Its main office is to be located in Yokohama. 
Official sanction to its application for a charter 
was granted on the 4th inst. Expectation is 
nowentertained that it will be amalgamated with 
another new company projected for the purpose 
of a service to the Eastern Coast of America 
and to Batoum. 


The Japan Economic Society held on the 
4th inst. a farewell meeting for Messrs. Haka- 
kawa, Auditor of the Nippon Ginko and Private 
Secretary of the Minister of Finance, Yama- 
moto, Director of the Business Department of 
the Nippon Ginko, and Sonoda, President of the 
Specie Bank, members of the Commission that 
is to start for England on the 23rd instant on 
official duty. In the course of dinner several 


YT Google 


speeches were delivered. That of Mr. Yama- 
moto is interesting, for the views it expressed 
may be taken as representing the attitude of the 
Nippon Ginko towards the question of disposing 
of the war indemnity. He contradicted the 
explanation generally assigned by the public 
with reference to the journey of the Commis. 
sioners, namely, that it is to arrange for trans- 
mitting the indemnity to Japan. He then 
referred to the difficulties that had to be over- 
come by the Bank of Japan and the Specie 
Bank during the war. The former Bank, 
owing to the necessity of maintaining the sta- 
bility of the convertible system, could not com- 
ply fully with the Governments demands for 
accommodation ou account of the war chest, 
and the Specie Bank was obliged to raise funds 
in London by hypothecating Consols and rupees, 
Japan's credit in foreign markets not being 
good. But that state of things has undergone 
a considerable change since the conclusion of 
the War and since China agreed to pay an in- 
demnity of over 300 million yen. The same 
satisfactory phenomenon is observable in Japan 
itself, for though the issue of notes over and 
above the ordinary limit still reaches 30 million 
yen, nota complaint is heard. The extraordi- 
nary credit enjoyed by Japan both abroad and 
at home will, when affairs revert to their original 
condition, be strongly impaired if the sum de- 
posited with the Bank of England be exhausted, 
The mostimportant question of the day, therefore, 
is to devise ineans by which Japan, even after 
her money has been withdrawn from London, 
may preserve her present credit. To satisfactorily 
deal with this grave business, the President of 
the Bank of Japan or even the Minister of State 
for Finance may think themselves obliged to 
proceed to London in person. 


The Kissa Emigration Company has secured 
a contract from Brazil to send 2,000 Japanese 
labourers to that country, to be employed on 
the coffee plantations. The labourers will start 
for their destination about July. 


The Formosa correspondent of the Micht 
Nichi describes a curious marriage custom 
prevailing among the aborigines of the is- 
land. Prohibitive kinship is limited to the 
300 descendants of brothers or sisters from 
the same parents. Those within that limit 
maintain very close relations as if they were 
members of the same family, intermarriage 
being strictly forbidden among them. When 
a man finds a girl whom he wishes to make his 
wife, he frequently visits her home, undertakes 
various services for her and for her parents. 
He brings with him a bundle of faggots and a 
pail of water, and should the family of the girl 
make use of those gifts, the fact is interpreted 
as showing that the parents have consented to 
give him their daughter. Even when the faggots 
and the water are neglected, if the girl still con- 
tinues to have an affection for the man, the latter 
usually decoys her away, and contrives a re- 
gular run-away match. When kinsmen object 
to the marriage despite the parents’ consent, the 
man usually manages to force the girl away 
with the assistance of his friends, The mar- 
riage is considered legal, and to have received 
parental consent if, within 5 days from the time 
of the girl’s seizure, she is not sent for by her 
parents. 


Mr. Sakatani, Chief of the National Debts 
Bureau in the Department of Finance, writes in 
the latest number of the Kokumin-no-Tomo on 
the advisability of constructing a submarine 
cable between Japan and America. Ten million 
yen, he thinks, would be enough for this import- 
ant enterprise, and he has no doubt that the 
Governments of the United States of America 
and of British Canada could be induced to 
granta subsidy. Those two countries would 
not be so eager to undertake the scheme, for 
they have better communication with the rest of 
the world than Japan has, the latter being oblig- 
ed to depend upon cables owned by aliens. 
He does not suggest any scheme that he thinks 
workable. 


The Tokyo Asahé says that the negotiations 
for the conclusion of a treaty between Japan 
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and Russia for the combined preservation 
of good order in Korea, has assumed a 
grave aspect, threatening even the collapse 
of the negotiations. The project emanated 
from Japan, who submilted her wishes and 
received Russia’s approval. It was agreed 
that each should draw up a protocol embodying 
the points wished for. Some of the points con- 
tained inthe Russian protocol caused consider- 
able embarrassment to Japan, and the negotia- 
tions, which were apparently on the fair road 
to consummation, were subsequently very much 
impeded. Moreover, England does not seem 
likely to look on idly at the doings of the two 
Powers. The sudden return of Sir Ernest 
Satow to Tokyo from his trip in the Kei-Han 
districts, and his meeting with Count Mutsu, 
are considered to be connected with the negotia- 
tions; Itis said the indefinite postponement of 
the intended departure of the Premier for For- 
mosa is really due to a audden change of aspect 
in the negotiation. Mr. Komura, Japanese Mini- 
ster to Korea, will be summoned back to Tokyo, 
his information about certain points in the 
Russian protocol being thought necessary. 


The Shogyo Shimpo avers that certain Japan- 
ese merchants in Korea have succeeded in 
concluding a private contract with the Korean 
Government for the construction of a railway 
between Fusan and Soul. It is said that Mr. 
Hayashi Yuzo and Mr. Omiwa Chobei, an 
Osaka merchant, who was at one time in the 
employ of that Government, were chiefly in- 
strumental in conducting the negotiations, 


Messrs. Masujima, Hitosugi, and Shiraishi, 
members of the Tokyo bar, are now daily visit- 
ing the Tokyo Local Office in order to arrange 
preliminaries for instituting a civil suit against 
the Iron Foundry, on account of the losses that 
the city has incurred through the water-pipe 
frauds. According to the result of the investiga- 
tions thus far made by these barristers, the dam- 
ages are said to amount to about 800,000 yer. 
The action will be commenced very shortly. 


The Zokyo Asahé explains that the object of 
the visit of two important members of the Arm- 
strong Company to Japan is to construct a dock 
for the Company in Japan. The scheme was 
mooted some years ago, but did not obtain the 
approval of the Japanese Government. Doubt- 
less the Company has revived the project, in 
view of Japan’s sudden activity in the matter of 
constructing war-ships and merchantmen since 
the termination of the War. The Asahé sur- 
mises that the Armstrong Company will. carry 
out its old scheme ostensibly in the name of 
certain Japanese, and that the site chosen will 
probably be in the Prefecture of Hyogo, on 
ground owned by Japanese. It is rumoured 
that the recent trip of the British Minister to 
that district was connected with this business, 
and that the late arrival of Earl Spencer had 
some similar significance. Such is the silliness 
gravely published by the Asahi. 


The Tokyo Chamber of Commerce has de- 
cided to submit the following representation to 
the Department of Communications with re- 
ference to postal service :— 

1. To reduce the charge on letters for delivery 
within the city where they are posted to one half 
of what it is now. 

2. To increase the weight limit of letters to 4 
momme, the existing limit being 2. 

3. ‘To establish the system of open letters at one 
half of the charge for ordinary letters. 

4. To amend the present system for none 
peciodical printed matters, and to alter the charge 
to I sem per 15 momme, instead of 2 sew per 30 
momme, as it is enforced at present. 


THE BRITISH MINISTER. 

~?- 

His Excellency Sir Ernest Satow returned 

from the south by rail on Sunday evening, the 

objects of his visit to Kobe. and Osaka having 

apparently been achieved more rapidly than 
was anticipated. 


the sequel of the War. 


the opposition encountered in the Upper House, 


REPOKT OF THE LIBERAL PARTY. 
+ 

The following is an abridgment of the report 
recently issued by the Liberals. After paying 
due attention to the general tendency of the 
world and to the future of Japan, the Liberal 
Party declare that they resolutely undertook 
to further the realization of all the import- 
ant measures projected ‘by the Government in 
To promote those ends 
the Party issued a manifesto, and in accordance 
with its spirit concluded an alliance with the 
Government. At the beginning of the session 
the Opposition brought forward an Address to 
the Throne with the intention of calling to 
account the Cabinet’s responsibility for the re- 
trocession of the Liaotung Peninsula. The Op. 
position’s idea in this matter was entirely in- 
coherent and absurd, open to the charge of 
ignorance of the real aspect of Japan’s diplomacy 
and of being imbued with selfish party motives. 


The motion was contrary to the wishes of the 


public and was accordingly rejected by the over- 
whelming majority of 170 to 103. Put to shame 
by this signal defeat, the Opposition secretly 
awaited another opportunity for carrying out it 
selfish ends, and eagerly greeted the Resolution 
that the National Unionists hastily submitted 
when the news reached Tokyo of the outbreak 
of trouble in Korea. Again the Opposition 
sustained a defeat. The Liberals, convinced 
of the urgency of the various measures called 
forth by the war, combined with other politi- 
cians of similar views, and after having re- 
moved all obstacles that lay in their path, at 
last succeeded in disposing of all the important 
measures of State. 

Since the alliance was effected between the 
Party and the Government, and since the views 
held by both were one and indivisible, the two 
have worked together harmoniously in the Diet. 
In pursuance of these ideas the Party approved of 
all the Government’s projects relating to the ex- 
pansion of the Army and the Navy, and to the en- 
couragement of navigation and industry. Fhe 


Government must have beenactuated by the same 


principles when it expressed approval of mea- 
sures dealing with personal right, such as the 
Amendment of the District System, the Amend- 
ment of the Law of Election of the House of 
Representatives, and the abolition of the Peace 
Preservation Law, and the Admonition Law. 


In regard to the last two measures, the Govern- 


ment itself elaborated and placed before the 
House of Peers a new Peace Preservation Police 
Law, It was highly regrettable that owing to 


all these measures failed to pass the Diet. 

Of the various post-bellum measures brought 
forward by the Government, those relating to 
the expansion of national armaments were the 
most important. The Government outlined a 
policy that will eventually bring the tonuage of 
the Japanese Navy to over 200,000 tons. The 
Opposition contended that by cutting down the 
appropriations for the expansion of the army, 
both the rst and 2nd programmes of naval 
shipbuilding could be undertaken at once. 
Such a contention revealed their ignorance of the 
external policy and the resources of the country. 
The Navy can not be strengthened by merely 
increasing the number of ships; officers and 
sailors are required to man them and these 
must be trained. That of course is a matter of 
time. Nor was it compatible with the state of 
the country’s finances to undertake the two ship- 
building programmes at once, even if, as the 
Opposition averred, the expansion of the Army 
were cut down-by. two Divisions and a half. The 
programme of. Army expansion is sub-divided 
into first and second periods, the first extending 
to the 34th fiscal year, and the second to the 36th 
fiscal year, and five Divisions will be added, 
bringing up the whole to twelve Divisions. 
The Opposition complained that ag. the garri- 
son in Formosa was independent of the Divisions 
at home, the total addition to the Army wa’ not 
five Divisions, but really 6} Divisions, Being of 
opinion that this was a point of great import- 
ance, the Liberals asked for special information 
on the subject, and were informed that the Go- 
vernment’s figures were perfectly correct, the 








total contemplated increase of the Army being 
five Divislons. The Liberals, though entirely 
against any undue expansion of the Army, con- 
cluded that the additions proposed were neces- 
sary for the requirements of the nation, and 
approved the Government measures. As to 
finance, the total increment in Expenditure is 
about 63,310,000 yen, against Revenue aggre- 
gating 59,800,000 yen. Though at a glance 
the Revenue does not seem to meet the dis- 
bursements by some millions of yen, yet when 
one remembers that the estimates always err 
on the side of prudence, that is, are in ex- 
cess of the sums required, the deficienoy 
will not prove so startling as it now appears. 
And besides, the Party effected a retrenchment 
of 3,640,000 yen in the Budget of the current 
year. The imposition of: heavier burdens on 
the people must be met by suitable compensa- 
tion, and therefore the Party approved the Go- 
vernment schemes for the establishment of the 


‘Central and Local Industrial Banks, the first 


with a capital of 10 million yes with power to 
issue bonds (to the extent of 100 million yen, 
and the Local Banks to be established in various 
localities, with a capital of over 200,000 yen each. 
The object kept in view by these Banks is to ad- 
vance loans at low interest and for long periods 
on the security of immovable property, and 
so tend to develop. agriculture and industry. 
The two are inseparably connected and render 
mutual assistance. As, from the nature of the 
business, it is out of the question for the Local 
Industrial Banks to expect to make a profit at 
the outset, the Government is to subsidize them 
to the extent of five million yes for the-space of 
five years, The report then enumerates other 
measures passed through the Diet and con- 
cludes: Now that the Liberal Party, in combi- 
nation with other politicians of similar views, 
have obtained control] of the situation-and have 
vanquished the Opposition, the- next duty will 
be to supervise the executive so that the Admi- 
nistration may be carried on without fault or 
blundering, for the Party:can not but hold that 
the Administration is still suffering from mis- 
management, 


A DIFFERENCE OF VIEW. 
> 
The Finance Department and’ the Depart- 


ment of Agriculture and Commerce find them- 
selves differing upon the construction of Art. 
KLV. of the Registration Law, and they have 


determined to bring the dispute for setthement 
before the Cabinet. The point of disagree- 
ment is whether the registration tax is to be 
imposed upon an application for trial mining 
submitted before the Registration Tax came 
into force, on the rst of April, but sanctioned 
only after the enforcement of that Law. The 
Noshomusho argues in the affirmative, while the 
Treasury is against such a construction. The 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce avers 
that the registration tax is to be imposed on con- 
firmed rights and not on an application embody- 
ing-an expectation of sanction; and that this is 
indirectly shown by the provision of Art. XIV. 
which simply says, ‘‘ extraction” or “trial ex- 
traction,” and not “application for extraction or 
trial extraction,” as in the existing Mining 
Regulations; that the imposition of a tax on 
every application of the kind wo..ld impede the 
progress of mining ; that the Registration Re- 
cord, specified in the Mining Regulations, being 
for the purpose of judging finality of date of 
applications, and theretore similar in nature to 
a memorandum book, bears no relation at all 
to-the acquirement or non-acquirement of rights, 
though the Original Record is an Official Book 
in which are entered dates of sanction or any 
changes relating to it. The Department there- 
fore holds that the tax must be imposed not 
according to the date of the receipt of applica- 
tion, but according to date of sanction by which 
the right of an applicant is acknowledged. 
The Department of Finance replies that it 
cannot make any such distinction between the 
Registration Record mentioned in the existing 
Mining Regulations and the so-called Original 
Record, which is moreover not specified in the 
same Regulations, that all. other clauses in: Art, 
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XIV. with the exception of “ extraction’ and 
‘trial extraction ” must be entered in the Re- 
gistration Record ; that the registration tax is 
not imposed upon a confirmed right alone, and 
therefore it is not unlawful to impose a tax upon 
the application ; that if the tax is imposed upon 
the sanction of the application alone, then the 
rate must be considered too low; and that the 
imposition of a tax upon the application, far 
from impairing the development of mining en- 
terprise in Japan, will prove beneficial in putting 
a stop to many abuses. 

Commenting on the subject, the Tokyo Econo- 
mist says that, judging from the defective draft- 
ing of the existing Mining Regulations, such a 
collision of views between two Departments is 
not strange; but as matters stand at present, 
the Department in charge of mining affairs can- 
not but acquiesce in the construction of the 
Department of Finance, tor though the Mining 
Regulations are far from being perfect, the 
Department in charge must in practice enter 
all details of the application in its record, and 
the Registration Record can not therefore be 
regarded in the light of a mere memorandum 
having no bearing on the acquisition of rights. 
Again, if the tax is to be imposed upon con- 
firmed rights and changes alone, then the charge 
mentioned in the Mining Regulations must 
remain valid even after the enforcement of the 
Registration Tax. However, the Zokyo Econo- 
mist approves the spirit of the construction of 
the Departmeni of Agriculture and Commerce, 
and hopes that the imposition of the tax will be 
confined to confirmed rights and changes alone. 


PRICES OF COMMODITIES IN THE 
PAST AND FUTURE. 


> -—- —-- 

We take the following table from the Ore- 
ental Economist: it shows the movement in 
the market prices of articles of diet during the 
last three years :— 


3893. 1894. 1895. 
(ey 
oe — rS A 
ar x 4 a 
Yeu. Yen, Yen. Yen. Yen. Yen 
Rice (per rye 8.182 6.946 10.083 7.746 9.164 8.6ar 
Barley (ver ko ; see 3-345 2754 «4.545 38340 4eBTS) 2 525 
Wheat (per koku)... 5.279 §.058 5952 4953 52297 4054 
Large Beans (per 
Okeu) .......20000---eee 6.084 §.320 6.605 5.714 6.458 5.882 
Small Beans (per 
koku) 00... eee F 5-736 7-519 7.543 7.143 6.549 
Table salt (ro bales). 184 1.650 2.050 1.600 3.180 1570 
Saké (xo casks) ...... rooor 8.6zr 13250 9.000 10.570 9.85: 


A glance at the table will show that during the 
latter half of 1894 most of the above commodities 
were pushed to their highest level. This was 
due to the excessive demand caused by the 
War, the interruption of shipping facilities, and 
the depreciation of silver. 

With respect to the periods when staple com- 
modities of export and import commanded the 
highest figures the following table contains in- 
formation :— . 


STAPLE COMMODITIES OF EXPORT. 
a Highest. 
en. Time. 
Silk (per 100 catties)........ . 987-990 April, 1893 
Green tea (per 100 catties).. 34.853 April, 1893 
Gelatine (per 100 calties)... 52.668 Jan. 1893 
Seaweed (per 100 catties),.. 2.553 Nov., 1893 
Copper (per roo catties) .., 22.756 July, 1893 
Matches (100 gross) ...cceeee 28490 =March1895 
STAPLE COMMODITIES OF IMPORT. 
Highest. 
Yen. Time. 
Cotton (100 catties) ........ 16811 Oct., 1895 
Sugar (100 catties).......000 8502 Aug., 1894 
Bar Iron (100 catties)......... 2.639 Dec., 1894 
Korosine (100 gals.) .......0. 14.376 Oct., 1895 
Cotton Shirtings (100 yards) 7.984 July, 1894 
Woollen cloth (100 yards).. 153-288 Dec., 1894 


Export commodities generally fetched the 
highest prices during the first halt of 1893, and 
import commodities during the second half of 
the next year. The appreciation of the market 
price of imported commodities during the last few 
years is Chiefly attributable to the influence of the 
War and the fall of silver, but as the former in- 
fluence is gradually passing away, while silver, if 
not recovering its former gold-value, can not fall 
much lower, so the rise in market values may 
be considered to have reached its climax. 
Another important point to be taken into con- 


sideration in this context is the increase in the 
volume of the currency. That it will certainly 
be increased hereafter is evident, as wilness the 
remarkable augmentation in the State Expen- 
ditures ; these alone will necessitate a consider- 
able swelling of the volume of currency. More- 
over, Government Loans to be floated during 
the current fiscal year amount to 17,900,000 
yen, while loans maturing this year amount to 
6,350,000 yen: in other words, 11,000,000 
yen must be floated on the market. Warned 
by the failure that attended the floating of the 
last War Loan, the Treasury will be compelled 
to have recourse to a different method of raising 
the money, namely, issuing convertable notes 
against the War indemnity. The loans to be 
floated next year amount to 61 million yen, and 
these loans, if the state of the market compels, 
will be met in the same manner. Such processes, 
it is needless to say, will not fail to augment 
the currency, and bring about various evils at- 
tending a surplus in the medium of exchange. 
At any rate, the extraordinary increase in Go. 
vernment Expenditure is a subject which must 
be carefully studied by financiers and publicists, 

It astonishes us (Fapan Mail) to find a paper 
like the Ortental Economist speaking of an ex- 
cess of convertible currency. No such thing is 
possible. 


INCOMINGS AND OUTGOINGS. 
canine 2 
The Fi¢ Shimpo has an interesting note 
with reference to the much discussed question 
of Japan’s public income and expenditure 
when the Army and Navy shall have been rais- 
ed to the full dimensions now contemplated, 
that is to say, after the 36th fiscal year of Meryi 
(1902-3). Foreigners and others, unacquaint- 
ed with the details of the subject, are disposed 
to think, says the 77, that Japan is overtaxing 
her strength, and that she will find herself by 
and by in serious financial difficulties. Inquiry 
in official quarters dispels that apprehension, 
and furnishes the following figures of incomings 
and outgoings, according to the present esti- 
mates, for the year 1903-4 :-— 





‘|NaTionaL INCOME IN THE FisCaL YBAR 1903-4. 
Yen. 








Ordinary Reveite ccsciasisregeneve secant 113,050,000 
Extraordinary Revenuescccccccsecsseeees 500,000 
Increase of Custams Reventte v.ccccee 5.610,000 
[Tucteased Revenue frei Taxation .... 26,000,000 
Revenue from State Todust-ies.......66 3,940,000 
Revewue from Formosa ...csccccescsesces 8,000,000 
Total spesssacesinccevis: -Abendensacivs 1§7,100:000 
EXPENDITURES IN THE FiscaL YBAR 1903-4. 
Yen. 
Army Expenditure .......ccseeseesseseeees 28,000,000 
Naval Expenditure... ...ccccsssccsccceeees 1 5,000,0v0 


Supplementary Military Expenditures 8,000,000 
Public Debt, Interest, and Sinking 
Fond (regarding the Colonization 
Debt on account of Hokkaido and 
Formosa as 50 million yes, and the 
yeatly payments on account of in- 
terest and sinking fund as 3,500,= 
O00 $018) iaeic binds ins ceckierervenbisesuctsass 
Expenditure on account of 
Enterprises: (irrigation; toads; 
government aids to industry; edu- 
cational and other aids; telegraph, 
telephone, navigation and shipe 
building aids) ...... ideshvadeeeeecgeasass 
Expenditures on account of Formosa 


38,500,000 


57,600,000 
10,000,000 


. 157,100,000 


THE VISIT OF MARQUISES (T0 AND 
SAIGO 70 FORMOSA. 
eRe ee 

It has been understood for some time that the 
Minister President of State and the Minister of 
the Navy would shortly pay a visit to Formosa. 
The Zokyo Shimpo now announces that the two 
statesmen have resolved to postpone their de- 
parture until August or September. The reason 
assigned for this change of programme is that 
the climate of Formosa at present is believed 
to be very trying, evidence to that effect having 
been furnished by persons just returned from 
the island. 








«ry Google 


WHAT KIND OF CABINET. 
Sine coereareaees 

The Zokyo Shimpo, which, as our readers 
should know, is the organ of the Liberals, 
undertakes to prove that the present Cabinet 
is neither a party cabinet, nor yet a wholly ins 
dependent cabinet. Our contemporary very 
justly says that a party cabinet is one holding 
office in entire obedience to the vote of a ma- 
jority in the Lower House of the Diet, and that 
its members are necessarily members of the 
party on whose parliamentary support it relies. 
Neither of these essential conditions is satis- 
fied by the Cabinet of the day, for its tenure of 
office does not depend upon a vute in the Diet, 
and the great majority of its members do not 
belong to any party. On the other hand, it can- 
not be described as an altogether independent 
cabinet, for it includes two party politicians, 
Mr. Shirane, Vice-leader of the National Union- 
ists, and Count Itagaki, leader of the Libe- 
rals. The inclusion of these elements simply 
signifies that, in a country with parliamentary 
institutions, political parties cannot be alto- 
gether disregarded by the Ministry unless the 
business of legislation be also disregarded. 
Count Itagaki and Mr. Shirane hold portfolios 
for the sake of ensuring to the Administration 
such a measure of parliamentary support as 
shall enable it to carry through the Diet any 
measure essential to the interests of the na- 
tion. It is, in fact, a unionist cabinet (renrtisu 
natkaku). 


~=— 





OSAKA ACCORDING TO COUNT 
OKUMA., 


—————_—______- 

‘‘ The development of the Kwansei districts 
during the Mezjt era has been something ex- 
traordinary,” Count Okuma is represented as 
having said at a social gathering during his 
recent visit to Osaka. ‘‘In the years imme- 
diately succeeding the Restoration, when the 
Mint was erected in Osaka, its chimney was the 
only evidence of factory enterprise in the whole 
city. Twenty years late, in 1888, the number 
of chimnies was about a hundred, but they now 
aggregate fully a thousand. Such rapid growth 
is very remarkable. The Government, at the 
commencement of the era, were all in favour of 
centralization, and the Departments of State as 
well as the great merchants and manufacturers 
settled in Tokyo. Nevertheless, we see to-day 
trat Osaka, 270 miles away from Tokyo, is far 
ahead in matters of trade and industry, a plain 
proof its natural advantages.” 


¥APANESE BONDS HELD BY 
FOREIGNERS. 


—————PI~-—_—_—_——_ 

Concerning the Japanese Public Bonds held 
by foreign banks or individuals, says the Fiji 
Shimpo, no accurate record is forthcoming. 
But if the interest drawn through the Bank of 
Japan, the Specie Bank, and other banks be 
taken asa basis of calculation, it would seem 
that securities aggregating from three to four 
million yes are thus held. After the tour of 
inspection in Europe and America upon which 
Messrs. Sonoda, Yamamoto, and Hayakawa are 
now engaged, arrangements will be made for 
paying interest not only in the foreign settle- 
ments in Japan, but also in London and other 
great centres of trade. Means will then be 
forthcoming to form a closer estimate of the 
amount of Japanese bonds held by foreigners. 





BARON ITO. 


According to the Home and Foreign News 
Agency, the portfolio of Agriculture and Com- 
raerce will very shortly be given to Baron Ito 
(Miyoj:), the present occupant of the post, Vis- 
count Enomoto, being transferred to the Privy 
Council. We do not vouch for the accuracy 
of this information, but Baron Ito's admission 
to the Cabinet has been so long on the /apis, 
and his services in connection not only with the 
war, but also with the alliance between the Go- 
vernment and the Liberals were so conspicuous, 
that now surprise ould be caused by the event 
now spoken of, 
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ANEW ERA IN FAPANESE POLITICS. 
———__—_ 

The FYi, ina recent note, succiently sums up the 
present situation in Japanese politics. A section 
of the Progressive Party, it says, is believed to be 
striving to set the Satsuma statesmen now in office 
againet the statesmen of the Choshiu clan. This 
atlempt is regarded with strong disfavour by 
some publicists, who justly bold that it will 
rekindle the dying embers of clan politics. Be 
that as it may, the scheme is considered 
devoid of any practical value, on the following 
grounds. The rivalry between Satsuma and 
Choshiu dates back for centuries, but during 
the past two decades they have begun to ap- 
preciate each others talents, while the trend of 
events has brought them into relations of close 
affinity. Their union is not wholly happy, 
however, and they may at any time, like mar- 
tied couples, break into a quarrel. But just 
as the quarrels of married folks are strictly 
personal, and any outsider who, taking advant- 
age of their strained relations, endeavours to 
widen the breach, is sure to incur the heavy dis- 
pleasure of both—so, in the same way, any third 
party that attempts to intervene between the 
statesmen of the two dominant clans will find 
his labour a vain thing and only too likely to 
end in bitter disappointment. A section of the 
so-called Progressive Party, from motives of 
their own, applauded what they called the re- 
solution of Viscount Takashima and expected 
to make much capital out of him. But they 
reckoned without their host, not being conver- 
sant with the real character of the relations 
subsisting between the Satsuma and Choshiu 
clans. Leaving aside this question of clan in- 
fluence, and observing Japanese politics from 
another point of view, shrewd thinkers will easily 
perceive that the Government of the day is no 
longer a Government conducted by Sat-Cho 
statesmen. Those statesmen are mostly “extinct 
volcanos,” the period of their activity having 
passed. In other words, the era of the Genkun 
is dead and the period of real ability has set 
in. Viscount Watanabe, in the Treasury, Mr. 
Shirane in the Department of Communica- 
tions, and Marquis Saionji in that of Ednu- 
cation, are all statesmen of the later date. 
Especially is this the case with Count Mutsu, 
who, without any clan support to help him, 
effected an entry into the Cabinet, and won in- 
fluence and regard: he, in all verity, is a states- 
man of the new epoch. The unly Minister of 
the Genkun era who still enjoys any considerable 


influence is Marquis Ito. But his prestige is not 


due to the the fact of his being a Genkun: it 
arises from the fact that he is one of the fore- 
most statesmen of Japan. In other words, [io the 
successor of the Jate Okubo, is no more, for the 
Ito of to-day occupies an entirely different posi- 
tion as leader of the new generation of states- 
men. Nor does the clan feeling maintain its 
old influence in diplomacy, for Baron Nishi at 
St. Petersburg, Mr. Kato in England, and Vis- 
count Aoki in Berlin can not be regarded as the 
off-spring of the clan system. Stripped of any 
extraneous influence and placed on the plane of 
intrinsic merit alone, they easily hold their own. 
The latest instances of the changes we have 
indicated’ are the. admission of Count Itagaki 
into the Cabinet and the nomination of Mr. 
Hoshi to the position of Japanese Representative 
in Washington, both statesmen being connected 
with the Liberal Party, between whom and the 
Government a deadly war was waged till within a 
few months ago. Similar changes are observable 
inthe Army and Navy. It is true that the two 
clans of Satsuma and Choshiu, having risen to 
prominence through their military proclivities, 
still make theirinfluence feltin the Army and Navy 
more deeply than in any other branch of State 
affairs, but it is true, at the same time, that the 
general tendency is against the preservation of 
clan influence. The most influential officers 
in the Army and the Navy are Lieut.-General 
Viscount Kawakami and Rear-Admiral Yama- 
moto, but these two distinguished men are no 
longer upholders of the clan. They place 
more reliance on junior officers that have re- 
ceived regular training at colleges specially 
established for the purpose. Junior officers of 
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in the archipelago. 


yen. 





influence are not those that can boast of Satsu- 
ma or Choshiu extraction, but those that have 
passed through their colleges with honour. 
Such being the general condition of Japanese 
politics atthe present moment, any party in the 
Opposition that attempts to attack the Cabinet 
with the old weapon, ‘clan consideration,” is 


decidedly behind the times. 


A FRAUD PRACTISED INTHE NAME 


OF LI HUNG-CHANG. 


a 
A sharper named Yamashiro Hajime has 


been sentenced by the Okinawa Loca! Court to 


3 years major confinement, and fined 30 yen, to- 
gether with police surveillance for a term of one 
year, on the charge of swindling. The case derives 


special interest from the fact that Yamashiro’s 


victim was the most notorious pro-Chinese ring- 
leader in the Luchu Archipelago, Gison Chomei. 


The pretext employed was that Yamashiro, a 
descendant of a Chinese immigrant to Naga- 
saki, had been secretly entrusted by Li Hung- 
chang with the important mission of collecting 
and transmitting information about affairs in 
Japan, at the period immediately preceding the 
Yamashiro is a Shisoku 


At the time of the occurrence 
he was serving as a teacher in a primary school 
In July, of 1894, be called 
on Gison, and laid before the latter and his son 


a plausible account of the alleged mission en- 


trusted to him by the great Viceroy. He 


explained that it was impossible for him to 


invite suspicion by using Chinese money, and 
that Li Hung-chang had directed him to call 
on his friend Gison, and obtain from him the 
necessary funds. In corroboration of that story, 
he produced a forged message from Li address- 
ed to Gison. The document appeared to be 
blank, and Gison and his gon stared with surprise 
at the so-called delegate of their idol Li. Yama- 
shiro, with the ulmost semblance of assurance, 
told the simple Luchuans that the seemingly 
blank paper was a device on the part of his astute 
employers to obviate the risk of detection. He 
then held the paper over the brazier, whereupon 
there gradually became legible certain deftly 
concocted sentences conveying a message to 
Gison. The latter, at once convinced of the 
authenticity of the document, was easily per- 
suaded to give the impostor asum of 1,200 yen. 
Yamashiro then proceeded to Tokyo, where 
he lived a dissipated life, squandering in a few 
months the whole proceeds of his deception. 
In March of 1895, he sent a letter to Gison, 
alleging that his two accomplices had been 
arrested, and that, unless means were devised 
to get them out of confinement, not only Yama- 
shiro himself, but even Gison and his family, 
would be implicated and thrown into prison, 
and that therefore a sum of 500 yen must be 
instantly forwarded to Tokyo. Gison sent 240 
In April, Yamashiro went to Kobe to at- 
tempt a bolder imposition. Viceroy Li and his 
suite were at that time in Shimonoseki nego- 
tiating for the conclusion of peace. Yama- 
shiro forged a letter, purporting to have 
been written by the Viceroy’s Secretary, W6, 
at the Viceroy’s dictation. It enjoined Gison to 
furnish 2,500 yen to Yamashiro, and said also 
that, in recognition of the loyal service rendered 
by Gison in upholding the cause of China, the 
Viceroy would give him his photograph and a 
gold watch. Gison, again deceived, despatched 
his son to Kobe, and there handed a sum of 
1,400 yen to Yamashiro, who gave the messenger 
the photograph and the watch. This sum the 
swindler dissipated in a few months, and then 
determined to proceed to Luchu. Arriving at 
the residence of Gison, he pretended that he 
had a consignment of valuable articles from Li 
Hung-chang, by disposing of which he intended 
to refund the monies advanced by his victim. 
The goods, however, were in the Osaka Customs 
warehouses, and could not be cleared ‘without 
the payment ofacertain sum. Simple as Gison 
had shown himself, his suspicions were now 
aroused, and he refused to lend any more money, 
However, he was induced by various threats 
to disburse a sum of 20 yen, and to return the 
gold watch. Yamashiro next attempted to 














practise the same fraud upon other Luchyans 
of pro-Chinese proclivities, but they all proved 
less simple than Gison, and positively declined 
to make any advances. In the meanwhile, the 
news of Yamashiro’s tricks had reached the ears 
of the Okinawa Police, and he was arrested 
shortly afterwards. His apprehension caused 
considerable perturbation to several Luchuans, 
it being believed that all who had furnished 
money to Yamashiro would be dealt with as 
traitors to Japan. When, therefore, the trial 
of the case was concluded and sentence had 
been pronounced against Yamashiro alone, the 
conscience-stricken islanders were so greatly 
relieved that they celebrated their escape by a 
big social entertainment. This news is taken 
from the Hochst Shimbun. 


VISCOUNT NAITO ON SHIP-BUILD 
ING IN fAPAN. 


> 

The latest number of the Orsental Economist 
contains an account of an interview with Vis- 
count Naito, a retired Naval Constructor and 
President of the Tokyo Marine Insurance Com- 
pany, on the Ship-building industry of Japan. 
The Viscount regretted that although a marked 
development in ship-building had taken place in 
Japan, it was almost entirely at the instance of 
the Government, the amount of ship-building 
undertaken by private yards being very insigni- 
ficant. The only private dock-yard worthy of 
the name is the one at Nagasaki owned by the 
Mitsubishi; the Kawasaki Dock-yard at Kobe, 
and the Ishikawajima Dock-yard, Tokyo, 
being greatly inferior in size and plant. From 
any point of view this is to be regretted, 
and one naturally seeks for a reason for 
this condition of affairs. The President of 
the Marine Insurance Company attributes the 
backwardness of ship-building in Japan to a 
lack of encouragement on the part of ship- 
owners, Japanese shipping firms preferring to 
purchase foreign built vessels, or to have them 
constructed abroad. This partiality for foreign 
dock-yards is due tothe following three causes 
viz., 1. Neglect of ship-owners to give due 
attention to home dock-yards and especially 
their lack of confidence in them. 2. Want of 
ship-building materials at home and the com- 
paratively long period that a home dock 
takes in building a ship. 3. The comparative 
high cost of dock charges, chiefly “due to the 
yet imperfect development of ship-building in 
Japan. Coming to details, Viscount Naito observ- 
ed that, though in respect of skill Japanese naval 
architects are not below the standard of Western 
experts, and though labour is considerably 
cheaper here than abroad, ships constructed 
at home are very costly owing to the division 
of ship-building labour being still imperfectly 
understood. Prejudice is another reason why 
Japanese ship-owners and navigators hesitate to 
place confidence in home docks. They aver 
that their own countrymen’s knowledge and 
experience in ship-building are still too shallow. 
Viscount Naito thinks that most of this pre- 
judice should disappear on the morrow of the 
enforcement of the Ship-building Encourge- 
ment Law, but he does not see any immediate 
prospect of the disappearance of the other ob- 
stacles. Yetthe prejudice against Japanese ship- 
builders’ want of experience is entirely ground- 
less, argues the Viscount, as is proved by the 
results achieved by the warship Hashidate, 
built at Yokosuka after the model of her sister 
ships Alatsushima and Itsukushima, both built 
in France. Her durability, speed, and so forth 
are, if anything, superior to them. He thinks 
that the best way for removing the prejudice 
against Japanese dockyards is to differentiate be- 
tween the bounty paid to home-built vessels and 
those built abroad, as is done in France. By 
making this amendment the present Navigation 
and Ship-building Encouragement Laws would 
work most satisfactorily. Viscount Naito is 
gratified to learn that the Mitsubishi Dock-yard 
has secured an order from the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha to build for it a steamer of 5,000 tons 
displacement, that will eventually be placed 
on the Company’s European line. Such a step 
on the part of the Yusen Kaisha augars well for 


the future of Japanese ship-building. 
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-ANGLO-GERMAN LOAN TO 
CHINA. 
prolee oie Wee seaete 

HE Pekin correspondent of the N.-C. 

A Daily News gives a long and minute 
account of the proceedings in the matter 
of the loan of too million taels by Eng- 
land and Germany to China. It appears 
that the late British Representative, Sir 
NICHOLAS O’CONOR, obtained a distinct 
promise from the Chinese Government 
that the loan should be given to England 
and Germany. It further appears that the 
Emperor of CHINA resolutely insisted on 
adhering to that ‘programme, being deter- 
mined not to pledge his realm’s credit 
any deeper ‘to France; and it finally ap- 
pears that thé ex-Viceroy Lt was all in 
favour of going to France for the accom- 
modation. As far backas last November, 
a proposal was submitted by the Hong. 
kong and Shanghai Bank. The proposal 
was a per 5 cent. loan at 894. That ts 
somewhat vague, but we can not derive 
any clearer idea from the correspondence. 
Apparently the Bank asked ‘for com- 
mission at the rate of 5 per cent., and 
undertook to float the loan at the minimum 
price of 89}, the Chinese to receive the 
full benefit of all subscriptions above that 
price. These terms seemed deterrent to 
the Chinese, but the Bank declined to 
budge an tota, and the situation became 
more and more difficult daily. It should 
be added that the British and German 
Representatives gave all reasonable as- 
sistance in the negotiation throughout, 
that the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
acted conjointly for the Deutsch-Asiatiche 
Bank, a powerful London syndicate headed 
by the Rothschilds being behind them 
both. The natural reluctance of the Chi- 
nese to accept the above terms, sup- 
plemented by their irritation that no 
sign whatever was apparent of the Bank’s 
making a better offer, created a deadlock. 
Finally, a species of ultimatum was pre- 
sented to the Chinese negotiators, Their 
Excellencies WANG and CHANG, President 
and Vice-President respectively of the 
Board of Revenue, in the sense that un- 
less they closed with the Bank’s offer 
‘by a certain date, the terms subsequently 
obtainable would be harder. The date 
passed without any evidence of compliance 
on the part of the Chinese negotiators, 
whose hesitation, however, was in part 
due to the absence of some of their col- 
leagues from the capital. It being thus 
understood that the negotiations were 
at an end, offers of all kinds from 
other quarters poured in, but it seems 
that however willing the Chinese might 
have been to consider these proposals, 
they were deterred by the result of the 
case just then decided in the British Court 
at Shanghai against the Viceroy of Nan- 
king, when Chief Justice HANNEN ruled 
that written submission to the jurisdiction 
of the Court was an essential preliminary 
to the hearing of any suit laid by a Chin- 
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ese subject. That verdict was interpreted 
as rendering British justice more or less 
inaccessible where private persons were 
concerned, and the Chinese saw that their 
safest course was to have the endorsement 
of foreign officialdom in everything relat- 
ing to the loan. They wired to their 
Minister in Paris asking him to ascertain 
the terms upon which a four per cent. 
loan could be obtained from France. This 
brought the French into the field with an 
offer, the details of which are not given, 
but which was so much better than the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank’s proposal 
that success seem assured for France. 
So the French Representative in Pekin 
evidently thought, for he proceeded to 
impose conditions, one of which was that 
the control of the Maritime Customs must 
be placed in French hands; another, that 
China must grant to France the sole pri- 
vilege of railway construction in the three 
southern provinces. Meanwhile, the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank had amend- 
ed its original proposal by raising the 
minimum price to go}. But it supple- 
mented the amendment by two stipula- 
tions: one that no loan should be raised 
anywhere except in England or Germany 
during six months; another, that the ad- 
ministration of the Maritime Customs 
should remain unaltered. It will thus be 
seen that the problem was complicated by 
a factor of immense importance, nothing 
less than the fate of the Customs. Already 
a Frenchman in the Customs Service had 
been selected for the post of Comptroller, 
and an administrative programme pro- 
mising greatly improved pecuniary re- 
sults for the Chinese Government had 
been submitted. It was a critical time. 
Russia stepped in to aid France, and 
the ex-Viceroy Li threw his powerful 
influence into the same scale. At his 
parting interviews with the EMPEROR 
and EMPRESS DOWAGER before setting 
out for Russia, he urged the accept- 
ance of the French offer. But his ad- 
vice did not obtain approval. At this 
juncture, recourse was had to Sir ROBERT 
HART, and he speedily brought matters to 
a satisfactory conclusion by inducing the 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank to raise its 
price to g4, and to make a firm offer for 
one half of the loan (8 millions sterling). 
In other words, the Bank guaranteed a 
5-per-cent. loan at 94, agreeing to obtain 
its own remuneration out of the subscrip- 
tions above that figure, on condition that, 
unless the result of the subscriptions 
proved favourable, the Chinese Govern- 
ment should pay a commission of 5 per 
cent. on the second half of the loan. An 
agreement was signed on that basis on 
March 23rd—not a moment too soon, see- 
ing that China was pledged to pay the 
second installment of the Indemnity to 
Japan by May 8th. In fact, so pressing 
was the situation that the Chinese had 
to exact from the Bank a promise that 8 
millions sterling should be available in 
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London by the latter date. We now 
know that the loan has been freely sub- 
scribed and that the Bank’s ultimate con- 
cession was fully justified. The French 
failed because of the annexed conditions, 
which involved grave political considera- 
tions, and also because Lord SALISBURY 
interested himself vigorously at the right 
moment. 

A word may be added as to China’s 
disposal of the money thus far raised by 
her in Europe, and as to her liabilities to- 
wards Japan. By the Shimonoseki Treaty 
she was pledged to pay the following 
sums (inclusive of interest), not later than 
the dates given below :— 


50 million taels by csseeceeees Nov. 8th, 1895 
51} million taels by ......00.0. May 8th, 1866 
17% million taels by ....ccseseee May 81h, 1897 
183 million taels by .......000. May 8th, 1898 
19 Million taels by — ..cscccesees May 8th, 1899 
19£ million taels by .......0600. May 8th, 1900 
204 million taels by .......ce00. May 8th, 1901 


21% million taels by ..... sascs May 8th, 1902 

It will be seen that if she adheres to the 
above programme of payments until 1902, 
her total disbursements will be 21744 mil- 
lion taels. She has, however, the option of 
paying off the whole amount within 3 years, 
in which case all interest will be remitted. 
There is every probability that she will avail 
herself of that alternative, for, in addition 
to paying interest, she has to leave Weihai- 
weiin Japanese possession and to contri- 
bute 500,000 taels annually towards the 
cost ofits occupation, so that by discharging 
her indebtedness in full by May 1898, her 
total saving would be 194% million taels. 
As for the g2 million taels received by her 
last year out of her 100-million loan, she 
disbursed $0 millions to Japan—so millions 
on account of the indemnity and 30 millions 
for the Liaotung peninsula. She will now 
receive 94 million taels from the Hong- 
kong and Shanghai Bank, out of which 514 
millions go to Japan. Thus there remains 
to her from the two loans a sum of 51 
million taels, approximately, and it is under- 
stood that she intends to devote that sur- 
plus to naval and military purposes. The 
revenue obtained from her Customs—which 
is the security given for the loans—is 21 
million taels, so that she will evidently 
have to provide some collateral security, 
or grant some special concessions when she 
enters the market to procure another 100 
million taels for clearing off the remainder 
of the indemnity. It is in connection with 
this third loan that her borrowing capaci- 
ties will be put to a real test, and that 
political opportunities will present them- 
selves to her lenders. 

It is interesting to note, in this context, 
that while the Anglo-German loan was in 
abeyance, China received from America 
offers of a silver loan at a fixed ratio to the 
gold dollar, on terms said to have been 
very favourable. The inference is that by 
some American financiers, at all events, 
silver is believed to have fallen very close 
to its bottom price in terms of gold. 

Even more interesting, however, is the 
fact that Germany and Great Britain are 
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now found céoperating in China’s affairs, 
with France and Russia in the opposite 
camp. The two last Powers are said to 
have left no stone unturned to prevent 
the consummation of the Anglo-German 
loan. We cannot but wonder what Ger- 
man statesmen now think of their action in 
the Far East during the past year. Germany 
joined with France and Russia to recover 
Liaotung from Japan, the avowed object 
of the combination being to secure the 
independence of Korea, menaced, as was 
alleged, by a Japanese occupation of the 
Liaotung Peninsula and of the northern 
littoral of the Yellow Sea. The first re- 
sult of the combination was that France 
and Russia leagued together, to the ex- 
clusion of Germany, for the purpose of 
procuring the political reversion of China’s 
estate. Thesecond result was that, Japan 
being paralysed for separate action in 
Korea, Russia stepped in and obtained in 
the peninsula a footing that certainly does 
not strengthen the prospects of its inde- 
pendence. The third result is that Ger- 
many now finds herself joining hands with 
England to combat the political import- 
ance that France and Russia acquired in 
China chiefly owing to the cooperation of 
Germany herself. That is not a record 
calculated to impart much satisfaction to 
German statesmen, who must now per- 
ceive that their attempts to resolve the 
European problem by recourse to unnatural 
factors in the Far East, have not even- 
tuated successfully. As for the plaintive 
outcry raised when France and Russia 
became China’s creditors, the outcry that 
Great Britain had suffered effacement in 
the Far East, and that France and Russia 
had obtained virtual control of China’s 
destiny, we may be permitted to recall 
our own strong-denial of such a theory. 
Russia and France have the first mortgage. 
Their security is unimpeachable and the 
full satisfaction of their claim is within 
easy range of China’s financial capacity. 
The holders of the second and third mort- 
gage are they whose voice will be heard 
in the end. 





WAR BONDS. 


—>—_——-. 

An improvement is noticeable in the market 
price of War Bonds. Owing in great part to the 
tendency of capitalists to engage in industrial 
enterprises, and owing also to the fact that con- 
siderable sales of these securities have been 
made by military and naval men to whom they 
had been given as rewards, their price was fre- 
cently at alow point. But they are now quoted 
ay 101.65 yen. That figure, however, can not 
be called high, considering that interest amount- 
ing to 2.50 yen will be payable on each bond 
next month, so that the real price is only just 
above par. Still, there has been an improvement. 
The Wichi Nichi Shimbun attributes itin some 
degree, of course, to an easier state of the money 
market, but principally to the discovery made 
by capitalists that whereas other securities, 
owing to the high price they command in the 
market, do not pay more than 3 or 4 per cent. 
interest, the war bonds, at present rates, give a 
return of 5 per cent. 
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THE CAMPHOR QUESTION IN 
FORMOSA. 
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A merchant of long experience in Formosa, 
writes as follows, with reference to the camphor 
question :—That the old Chinese system was 
bad, need not be repeated ; that the Japanese 
will prove better in practice, remains to be seen. 
The island was, for a year, without any govern- 
ment atall, and in accordance with the old ideas 
about camphor forests, it could not have been 
considered wrong on the part of southern firms 
to go on building stoves. Continued building is 
essential if production is to be keptup. The 
theory formerly entertained was that official 
interference had for its object the raising of 
revenue and nothing more, Provided that cam- 
phor-producers did not fail to pay the tax when 
required to do 80, all necessary conditions were 
believed to be satisfied. It is true that permits 
were issued, but they were not strictly call- 
ed forin all places. The ‘‘stove certificate,” 
containing the name of the place and of the 
producer, partook of the character of a tax 
receipt rather than of anything else. It was 
hauded back to the tax-collector whenever the 
stove to which it related was cold, z.e. not work- 
ing for the time.’ One of the principal camphor- 
dealing foreign firms, for example, had very 
few of these certificates remaining when the 
Japanese administration commenced, and 
might have been seriously inconvenienced had 
it not possessed a general concession. The 
Japanese Government should appreciate and 
practically recognise the moral responsibility of 
having lett the island for such a long time with- 
out effectively organized administration. In 
view of that fact, surely the fair course would 
have been to direct the registration of all 
stoves actually existing, when due authority 
came into force, and to forbid the erection of 
any more without permission, exceptin the case 
of persons holding concessions. That every 
camphor-producer and every camphor-merchant 
unable to show a permit should be considered 
a poacher or a smuggler, was to view the ques- 
tion in a manner so distrustful as to reflect upon 
the character of the Japanese themselves. 
Abuses, too, seem to be taking place. Thus in 
one of the southern districts a local magistrate, 
having entered into an arrangement with some 
camphor merchants, stopped all making of cam- 
phor by the persons then engaged in the work, 
his project being to dispose of the confiscated 
stoves to the merchants in collusion with whom 
he wasacting. Rumours of this case have been 
heard now here, now there, and itis at length 
stated that the corrupt official has been placed 
underarrest. In fact there is a good deal of un- 
soundness among petty officials, and the “ better 
twelve” in Tamsui know it very well, but are ap- 
parently without power to stop it. Officials go 
round investigating private affairs in a most vex- 
atiousway. Their conduct ought not to be jour- 
nalistically defended unless the writers have fuller 
information than they seem to possess. What 
the Japanese Government most requires at pre- 
sent is frank criticism by persons free from 
general ill-feeling against Japan. Biassed de- 
fences simply provoke ridicule and-do no good. 
The Administration here made a law that pro- 
ducers must pay a tax on their stoves and their 
camphor, but that merchants would not be re- 
quired to pay anything beyond export duty. 
The 23rd Article of the new Regulations pro- 
vided, further, that merchants must pay duty 
on old stocks also. ‘This is illogical, and can 
not be upheld except against defenceless Chin- 
ese. The petty officials at one place alleged that 
a certain foreign-owned station was held in the 
name of a Chinese and was actually Chinese 
property. They even maintained that the cam- 
phor did not belong to the foreign firm although 
they had been allowed to inspect the books of 
the firm. The head of the firm, expecting that 
its Chinese employés would be arrested, put a 
stop to the business by asking the German Con- 
sul to wire to the German Minister in Tokyo. 
A reply came at once thad the Japanese Govern- 
ment had ordered an investigation, and had 
directed that German rights should be respected. 
Japan's real enemy here is not the foreigner or 
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his compradore, but the petty Japanese official, 
full of arrogance, prone to chicanery, bound 
tightly with red tape, and entirely lacking in 
common sense. Moreover, numbers of ad- 
venturers, some in an official capacity, some 
merchants, some alternating between official 
and private life, do a great deal of harm. 
Among the Chinese population it appears to 
have become a settled conclusion that the Japan- 
ese are bad. The foreigners, of course, now 
and then see the good class of Japanese at the 
tradal centres, but the people at large have no 
such experience. There is now a question whe- 
ther the packing and receiving camphor stations 
of a large foreign firm are lawful. It is a ques- 
tion that will have to be settled in Tokyo by the 
Japanese Government and the Minister of the 
firm’s nationality. There is no sense in say- 
ing that the treaties between Japan and Foreign 
States do not provide for these things, and 
that, consequently, foreign ownership can not 
be recognised. It is almost as though one 
should deny the existence of human beings 
standing before one because they are not 
registered in a certain official list of births. 
The foreigners have tried as much as pos- 
sible to ‘get along in a friendly manner, 
but it seems hopeless. Reasonable men 
like Mr. Hashiguchi appear to have no power, 
and Mr. Saigo is very polite, but not much 
more. Mr. Maki cannot be called active, 
even by his friends, and the Prefect at central 
Taiwan is doubtless a good Admiral, but what 
then? It is perhaps as well not to be a China- 
man in Formosa. By and by, doubtless, things 
will get into working order again. The present 
confusion can scarcely last. If it does, an out- 
break of some kind may be looked for. It is 
said that Mr. Hashiguchi is to be Prefect at 
Taipeh. He is the right man, for though the 
occupant of a similar post in Europe may havea 
more thorough education, he could scarcely be 
a finer character or have more common sense. 

We publish the above because a frank ex- 
pression of opinion froma responsible foreigner 
thoroughly familiar with the subject can not 
fail to be useful. There is, indeed, an evident 
bias on the writer’s part in some respects. For 
example, his allegation that, the treaties non 
obstante, the state of affairs actually existing 
should be recognised as lawful, amounts simply 
to saying that whatever is is right. Neither can 
we agree with his theory that the proper course 
for the Japanese Authorities would have been 
to legalize whatever stoves were found working 
when an efficient administration came into 
Operation, without any inquiry into the circum- 
stances under which the stoves were erected. 
But it is easy to see that the situation is beset 
with difficulties, and that their unravelling can 
scarcely fail to be attended with friction. Mean- 
while, the Japanese Government will find it 
useful to know the opinion entertained by 
foreigners in Formosa as to the conduct of the 
junior officials. 


THE WATER-WORKS SCANDAL. 
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The Tokyo Preliminary Court, which has 
been, for several months, examining witnesses 
and receiving testimony with respect to the 
notorious water-pipe fraud, concluded its in- 
quiry on the 5th instant. It-has acquitted Mr. 
Amenori Keijiro, but has found that Professor 
Noro, of the Imperial University, and Mr. 
Hamano, President of the Iron Foundry Com- 
pany, are guilty of swindling. These persons 
will now be brought up for public tial, 


SIR-ANDREW NOBLE. 
————_»___—__ 


Sir Andrew Noble, the great artillerist, a 
partner in the firm of Lord Armstrong and 
Company, is now staying in Tokyo. The Japan- 
ese Government have appointed a Committee 
to welcome Sir Andrew, and to escort him to 
the various military and naval establishments and 
other places of scientific interest. One of Sir 
Andrew’s sons and Miss L. Noble have accom- 
panied him to Japan, but arestillin Kyoto. They 
will join Sir Andrew in Tokyo in a few days. 
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FAREWELL 70 MR. AND MRS. 


RICKETT. 
—_—_—_ -—__-&___—_ 

On Tuesday evening the community of 
Yokohama bade formal farewell to Mr. and 
Mrs. John Rickett and family, who are leaving 
for England on Saturday for good. ‘heir de- 
parture will leave a wide blank in the social life 
of this community, for during the 27 years of their 
residence here Mr. and Mrs. Rickett have been 
most generous in their hospitality, ever willing to 
lend their aid towards lightening the monotony 
of Treaty port life, and ever ready to forward 
any good work amongst us. At the conzer- 
sasione given in the Public Hall last evening 
nearly every nationality in this cosmopolitan 
community was represented, and on the lips of 
one and all regret was mingled with the hearty 
‘* God-speed "—regret at losing old and well- 
tried friends—and best wishes were cordially 
extended for their future happiness in the old 
country. During the evening an old friend— 
perhaps the oldest—who met Mr. Rickett in the 
middle sixties, gave expression to a few well- 
chosen words of farewell. 

Mr. J. P. Motttson said:—Mr. and Mrs. 
Ricketr: The pleasing duty has devolved 
on me of saying a few parting words to you 
this evening, and I need not say how fully 
sensible I am of the honour that this privilege 
confers on me. My only claim to the posi- 
tion of spokesman on this occasion is that 
I am one of your oldest friends. Of that I fancy 
there can be no doubt, and I am sure all 
Boating men present at all events will pardon 
a personal reminiscence when I tell them that 
my acquaintance with Mr. Rickett dates back 
to the year 1864, when I first arrived in Hong- 
kong, and found him pulling bow, if memory 
serves me right, for the P. & O. Four at the 
Autumn Regatta of that year. How Mr. Rickett 
has kept up his interest in rowing since that 
far off period we all of us know. 

But it was not until 1869 that Yokohama first 
saw Mr., and, Iam glad to say, Mrs. Rickett. 
Many present to-night were here then and have 
known them throughout all those 27 years; 
others only for, perhaps, 20, 15, 10,5, and some 
possibly only for one year, but whether one year 
or twenty we have all learned to appreciate the 
sterling qualities that have endeared Mr. and 
Mrs. Rickett to this community, and we know 
that their departure will create a gap impos- 
sible to fill. 

Of Mr. Rickett’s business qualifications the 
mercantile community can speak in the highest 
terms; alike of his unfailing affability and cour- 
tesy both in and out of office. They are also 
prepared, if need be, to testify to the efficiency 
with which he has safeguarded the interests of 
the great Company he represents, and which I 
feel sure will be amply recognised by the 

Directors when he gets to London. 

Of Mrs. Rickett, what can I say that you do 
not all know. She has been a wifely helpmate 
to her husband atall times, and her home has 
been a bright example of what a happy and 
united home should be. It is enough to say 
that we have scen her teachings reflected in her 
daughters as they grew up amongst us. We 
are glad to know that two of them are to remain 
behind to remind us of No. 15, and all its 
pleasant associations, although indeed nothing 
is required to remind us of Mr. and Mrs. Rickett, 
who will always have a very warm place in our 
hearts. 

And now it only remains for us to wish them 
God-speed and say good-bye. It’s a hard word 
to say, especially when there is so little chance 
of seeing Mr. and Mrs. Rickett back again, but 
I trust that for many of us it is not a final good- 
bye, but merely ‘Au revoir” until we meet 
again, some day, in the old country we all of us 
like to talk of as Home. 


Mr. Ricxett, who was greatly moved, said 
—My friends: I cannot find words to express 
to you the thanks of my wife, my children, and 
myself—I feel that I cannot find sufficiently 
adequate terms in which to express my feel- 
ings—for your kindness to us to-night; nor 
do I know how to respond to the kind and 
complimentary expressions made use of by Mr. 


Mollison when referring tous. He has praised 
us more than we deserve, but we know that he 
has done so out of the kindness of his heart, and 
the knowledge of this kindness is specially 
pleasant to us at this season: and therefore 
I respond to your kind expressions of friend- 
ship with mingled feelings of pleasure and re- 
gret. Of pleasure, at seeing so many gathered 
here to-night to wish us God-speed and good- 
bye, and because we feel assured by what you 
have done that we hold a place in your hearts 
as your friends and that you are as sorry to lose 
us as we are to part from you. With regret, 
from the knowledge that this is the last time we 
may ever all meet together in Yokohama, and 
that we are about to sever the friendships and 
social relations we have so long enjoyed. It is 
always painful to say that word, ‘‘ Good-bye,” 
but to us to-night it is a hundred-fold more 
80, a8 we are leaving so many friends among 
whom we have lived so happily, in whose 
pleasures and sorrows we have participated, 
and whose sympathy, kindness, and hospi- 
tality have rendered our relations in Japan 
so pleasant and taught us to look on this 
country as.our “home.” It is very hard to 
part from such friends and go among strangers, 
although I hope that whereever we may go we 
will make friends, but there are no friends like 
old friends, and if we find any like those we 
leave behind it is all that we desire. Itis a 
comfort to think that in England we shall meet 
many of our Yokohama friends, and I sincere- 
ly trust we shall meet you all there some time 
or another. It is a great pleasure to me to 
see friends of all nationalities assembled here 
to-night to wish us God-speed; and that re- 
minds me that there is one thing in particu- 
lar that this community has taught me, and 
which I will never forget, that is, to be a citizen 
of the world and know we are all brothers and 
can drop national prejudice and live together 
in harmony and _ goodfellowship. Believe 
me, that our thoughts will be constantly with 
you, and many a time will the wish rise in 
our hearts that we may return to our friends 
here, but I fear that my days in Japan are num- 
bered. I thank you, my friends, deeply, cor- 
dially, and gratefully, for the honour you have 
done us in inviting us here this evening to meet 
you all. Ithank you also in the name of my 
whole family for all your many acts of 
kindness and hospitality to us, which we 
have in a small way tried to reciprocate, 
and what littlh we have been able to do 
we take no credit for as it has always been 
a great pleasure to us to see our friends at our 
house. I assure you, not conventionally, but with 
true sincerity, that I hope we will meet again. 
The remembrance of this evening will never 
fade from our memory, and our thoughts will 
ever revert to it with pleasure and with pride. I 
can say no more, but to bid you an affectionate 
farewell with the heartfelt wish that every health, 
happiness, and properity may be yours through 
life. 

During the course of the evening the excel- 
lent band of H.M.S. Zdgar, under Signor Gio- 
vanni Nifosi, played the following selections : 
—‘ Babylonia” (Williams) ; Valse, “ River of 
years "—(‘‘Iolanthe ”); Selection, ‘‘ The Mi- 
kado ” (Sullivan) ; Quadrille, ‘‘ Chilperic ”(Mar- 
rot) ; Selection, ‘“‘Coster Songs” (Chevalier) ; 
Mazurka, “Emilia” (Revon). Miss Thomas 
sang ‘‘ The year at the spring,” being accom- 
panied by Miss Leach; Mrs. James Walter 
sang “Sunshine and Rain,” Miss Loring ac- 
companying; Mr. Sharp gave ‘The wreck of 
the steamship Pujin; ” Dr. Richards sang some 
songs, and Mr. C.M. Duff gave some selections. 
About half-past eleven a space was Cleared and 
dancing commenced, being kept up till an 
early hour. 





RECEPTION BY BISHOP AND MRS. 
BICKERSTETH. 
—————~»—__—_ 

The Right Rev. Bishop Bickersteth and Mrs. 
Bickersteth held a reception at their residence 
in Tokyo on Wednesday afternoon, in welcome 
of the Right Rev. Bishop Awdry and Mrs. Awdry, 
who arrived in Japan a few weeks ago. 
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THE FEELING IN LIAOTUNG TO- 


WARDS F#APAN. 
—_——_———_o___—_ 


A trip that a Japanese officer accredited to 
Pekin undertook in the early part of this year 
through Shinking, has revealed an important fact, 
namely, the partiality manifested by the Chinese 
living there for Japan and the Japanese. Mr. 
Kuma Tokuzo, the officer in question, left Pekin 
on January 13th, passed through Shanhaikwan, 
and Chinchow, a town situated at the head of the 
Gulf of Liaotung, and Moukden; thence struck 
southward, passed through Liaoyang, Haicheng, 
and Yingkow, and returned to Pekin in the 
middle of last month. He discovered, to his 
immense satisfaction, that in almost every dis- 
trict the people spoke of the Japanese in terms 
of unstinted praise, and especially the inhabi- 
tants of Liaoyang, Haicheng, and Yingkow, 
they having been brought for a while into direct 
contact with the Japanese. This fact is the 
more remarkable, as the campaign carried on in 
their vicinity brought disastrous results in its 
(rain for them and their relations. The reason 
for the existence of their friendly sentiments 
must be sought in the significant contrast be- 
tween Japanese and Chinese troops in respect of 
discipline and disposition. All grudge against 
the invaders of their country gave way before the 
humanity and good discipline of the Japanese 
soldiers, and Mr. Kuma met many Chinese who 
wished to become naturalized Japanese, and 
declared that atleast they desired the Customs to 
be controlled by their conquerors. Of course the 
soldiers showed more or less hostility, but even 
among them those that were above the average 
in respect of intelligence and education praised 
the rigid discipline and power of endurance of 
the Japanese troops. One officer who had several 
times met the troops of Major-General Tachimi, 
highly praised the gallant General's stategy, and 
asked his visitor to convey his compliments to 
the General. Public sentiment in Liaotung was 
even more favourable to the Japanese than to 
other aliens. Many averred that while Western 
people were either bent either on diffusing a 
new religion or greedy of making commercial 
gains, the Japanese were entirely free from such 
traits. Naturally this partiality for Japan has led 
to the cultivation of a taste for Japanese things, 
and any article bearing the mark of Japanese 
make is eagerly bought regardless of its cost 
or utility. In the opinion of this traveller, 
the present is the golden time for Japanese 
merchants to export Japanese commodities to 
Manchuria. The commercial dep6t of Man- 
churia is Yingkow. Owing to the contempt 
in which Japan was formerly held by the people 
of Manchuria, and also because they disliked, 
chiefly on that account, articles manufactured 
in this country, the share that Japanese mer- 
chants formerly had in the trade of Manchuria 
was very smali. Out of a total import amount- 
ing to above 860,000 taels, the imports from 
Japan were less than 10 per cent., while of the 
total exports more than 70 per cent. came to 
Japan through the medium of British and 
Chinese merchants. This state of things must 
be changed. Japanese merchants must take 
steps to increase their exports to Manchuria, 
and at the same time must carry on the business 
direct. The goods that constitute the bulk of 
trade in Manchuria are cotton piece-goods, 
spun yarns of coarse numbers, sugar, miscel- 
laneous goods, and coal. Exports comprise 
beans, grain, furs, and horn. Manchuria is one 
huge natural pasture, and now that various 
forms of industry are being actively undertaken 
in Japan, it is time for her merchants to pay due 
attention to this region. There are many in- 
dustrial enterprises that would prove profitable 
if started in Manchuria by Japanese capitalists : 
the manufacture of bean-oil for instance. 
The quantity of beans grown in Manchuria is 
immense, and a considerable portion of the 
beans collected at Yingkow are used for extract- 
ing oi]. This oil, though very crudely refined, 
is exported in large quantities to Japan and 
Southern China, The establishment of re- 
fineries that can produce oil of a better quality 
would prove a profitable investment. The soy 
and méso made in northern China are of the 


a practised the other day in Tokyo. 
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worst quality and hardly palatable to the taste 
of Japanese. The improved manufacture of 
these two essential articles of diet would be 
hailed with delight by the Manchurians. The 
rivals of the Japanese in China are Englishmen, 
whose imports into Yingkow constitute more 
than go per cent. ofthe whole. Yet the ousting 
of Englishmen from their commanding position 
in the commercial field of Manchuria would 
prove an easy task, for the reputation that 
Japan now enjoys in that northern region throws 
into the shade whatever credit other countries 
enjoy, while the proximity to and cheapnesss 
of labour in Japan constitute important factors 
in the consummation of commercial success. 


a — 


THE NEW TEA. 
ees eeecere eae 

The Shogyo Shimpo’s Kyoto correspondent 
expects that the crop of New Tea in that neigh- 
bourhood will be above the average. Picking 
began about the 5th instant, and manufacture 
will start about a week later. The quality, 
judging from the samples already received, will 
be much better this year than in previous sea- 
sons, while the cost of production will be 3 
yen per roo catties higher. The market price, 
however, will be fally 20 per cent. below last 
years’ quotations. From Omi comes news that 
the cost of production is 70 sen per kwamme 
(3-75 kils.), the quotations for raw leaf 15 to 30 
sen per kwamme, and for manufactured tea 15 
to 20 yen for the same quantity. The two dis- 
tricts of Ise report that budding is excellent, 
though, on account of the prolonged cold season, 
picking is delayed by two or three days. The 
crop in these districts is expected to exceed that 
of last year. The cost of production is about 
20 per cent. higher than formerly. Quotations 
for raw leaf is from 20 to 25 sen per kwamme 
and for manufactured leaf about 1.80 yen. Owing 
to the belief that the market will rise as the sea- 
son advances, mannfacturers are rather inclined 
to hold on to their stocks. 

From Fuji District, in Shizuoka Ken, the most 
important tea growing centre in Japan, a report 
comes that owing to the unusually cold spring 
and the severity of frosts, growth has been 
affected, making a difference of between 10 and 
20 per cent. Picking will commence between 
the rst and 6th of the current month, and 
owing to the increased acreage the total yield 
will be greater this year. The quality is excel- 
lent. Cost of production is estimated at £ to 5 
yen per 10 kawmme, the market price of raw 
leaf at 38 to 43 sen per Awamme, and of manu- 
factured leaf, 24 to 3 yen. 








A PRESENT OF HUMAN BONES. 
—_—__—___—_-—___—_—_- 

A grim jest—if jest it can be called—was 
A man 
called at the office of the Miyako Shimbun, 
carrying something wrapped in a /furoshiki. 
He laid the parcel down, and announcing that 
it contained the bones of his daughter, said that 
he begged to offer them, worthless as they were, 
to the staff of the journal, in the hope that they 
might serve for sweetmeats at tea-time. In- 
vestigation showed that this singular person 
was a resident of Yotsuya, in the Shinjuku 
quarter of Tokyo. His daughter, an inmate of 
a house of ill-fame in the same district, commit: 
ted suicide on the 25th of last month in com- 
pany with her lover. The story found a place 
in the columns of the Affyako Shimbun, and 
thus became known to the public, a result so 
painful to the unhappy father that, after the 
cremation of his child’s body, he collected the 
bones and carried them to the newspaper office, 
evidently suggesting that since the M:yako 
Shimbun had taken such a morbid interest in 
the miserable fate of Wagagina as to publish 
her disgrace, its editor would be likely to at- 
tach special value to tangible evidence of the 
truth of his story. 


KOREAN NEWS. 
—<)—____——_ 

Judgment in the case of several officials of 
the overthrown Government, arrested on Feb. 
23rd, and charged with complicity in the mur- 
der of the Queen, has been pronounced. One 
has been sentenced to death; four have been 
exiled for life, and others for terms ranging from 
one to fifteen years. ‘The ex-Vice-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs has been so fortunate as to be 
acquitted. The sentence pronounced against 
Li Ki-hwa, who is condemned to capital punish- 
ment, contains paragraphs of grave import. On 
Oct. 8th, says the judgment, the accused, in 
contravention of the rules of official discipline, 
entered the Palace with a number of Japanese, 
who also were trespassers. He proceeded to 
the Konnei Hall, where the Queen met her fate, 
and subsequently to the presence of the King. 
Farther, he drew up, or copied, Imperial re- 
scripts of which the King had no cognisance, 
and though he did not actually bear arms, the 
fact that he had knowledge of the details of the 
Queen’s murder by Japanese is clearly establish- 
ed by the affidavits of the accused as well as by 
collateral evidence. His offences, therefore, 
are unlawful entry into the Royal Palace and 
participation in treason. Hence he is condemn- 
ed to be hanged. 

The Sul correspondents of vernacular 
papers write strongly on this remarkable 
judgment. They note that the Japanese 
legal tribunal at Hiroshima acquitted all 
the Japanese accused of complicity in the 
murder of the Queen, on the ground of 
insufficient evidence, although testimony had 
been sought by reference to the Korean Go- 
vernment, and to a foreigner alleged to have 
witnessed the scene, and they wonder whether 
the Ministry of Japan will tamely submit to the 
grave indictment indirectly preferred against 
its people by the judgment quoted above. It 
would almost seem as though there were a de- 
liberate resolve to insult Japan, for the same 
Government that has declared Japanese subjects 
guilty of the murder of the Queen, has also de- 
cided to bestow posthumous honours upon 
four Koreans that met their death in the affairs 
of October 8th, or that of November 28th. 

The task that Li Pém-chin set himself to ac- 
complish, namely, the vindictive persecution of 
his political rivals, having been concluded, he 
has sent in his resignation, and of course his 
application has been sanctioned at once, a pre- 
vious understanding having been come to with 
the King. He is translated to new offices, ap- 
parently sinecures ; namely, tutor to the Prince 
Imperial and another post, the name of which 
conveys no meaning to us. But the Michi 
Niché’s correspondent writes that the position 
occupied by Li does not matter much, since he 
will continue to wield over-whelming influ- 
ence, so long as he it is supported from behind 
the scenes, 

Certain changes have been effected, at the 
same time, in the personnel of the Cabinet Mini- 
sters. Kim, the Premier, in name only, has 
been removed to the office of Court Councillor ; 
his portfolio being given to the Minister of Fi- 
nance, and the latter’s post being filled by one 
of the nephews of the King. The successor of Li 
Pém-chin in the Department of Justice is also 
a Royal nephew. The new Government is 
steadily pursuing the policy of annulling all the 
measures enacted and enforced by its predeces- 
sors and rivals. It has issued an announce- 
ment that the system of inspecting the finances 
of Local Offices shall be discontinued, and that 
the collection and imposition of taxes shall be 
left to the control of Local Governors. In 
short, Local Officials are permitted to revert to 
the old system of unlimited extortion and 
peculation. 





CHINA NOTES. 
—_—___¢@—_____ 

An example of Chinese judicial processes is 
reported from Shantung. A soldier who had 
returned from the war with Japan in Korea, dis- 
appeared. His wife said that he had gone 
north to seek fresh employment, but her rela- 
tions with another.man were of such a charac- 
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ter that suspicion was raised against her. After 
some time a greatly decomposed corpse was 
fished from the river. It was not identified, 
but the woman and the man were immediately 
arrested and subjected to torture, the woman 
being tied to a cross beam, with her arms 
stretched above her head, and beaten with three 
hundred strokes of the bamboo. She endured 
the ordeal without flinching, and insisted to 
the end that her husband was absent on busi- 
ness of his own. 

A striking contrast is presented by the Eng- 
lish and French missions of inquiry now travel- 
ling through China. The former consists of 
one person, Mr. Byron Brenan; the latter, of 
thirteen, including representatives of the Con- 
sular and naval services, of engineering, of 
sericulture, and so forth. Both were in Chung- 
king at the middle of last month. Mr. 
Brenan had come across the mountains 
from Ichang, the same route as that taken 
by the unfortunate cyclist Lenz, than whom he 
accomplished the journey in one day less time. 
The French commissioners set about their 
business in a very hospitable and attractive 
manner. They inaugurated a series of weekly 
‘‘at-homes,” to which, of course, all the pre- 
sentable residents of Chungking flocked. Mr. 
Byron Brenan evidently has no appropriation 
for such amenities. 

Itis stated that the Chinese authorities are 
carrying matters with a high hand in their 
arrangements for the construction of the new 
trunk railway. They are appropriating land in 
the agricultural districts at prices representing 
only athird or a fourth of the market value. 
The unpopularity of the railway could not be 
achieved so certainly by any other process. 


It appears that the Japanese have accepted at 
Chungking a concession a mile distant from the 
town on the other side of the big and dangerous 
river. The inference naturally drawn is that the 
Chinese do not intend the new-comers to do any 
business, and that the Japanese themselves are 
reconciled to that idea. But the site of the 
concession has not yet been definitely fixed : itis 
subject to the approval of the Government in 
Tokyo, and as its occupation involves the re- 
moval of 2,000 graves, there ought to be much 
hesitation about accepting it. The concession 
has a frontage of 800 feet and a depth of 500. 


The Chinese are not generally accredited 
with any practical disposition to help each other. 
But in that respect they are maligned. In 
Tientsin there is a society organized for the 
purpose of giving relief to the destitute. Last 
winter it distributed 7,000 taels in one district 
to the north of the city. 

It is estimated that the value of the funds sent 
up country from Foochow this season to pur- 
chase tea for foreign markets is twenty lakhs of 
dollars, a figure corresponding pretty closely 
with that of last year. 


A fire has taken place in Pekin at the 
Board of Revenue. More than 80 compartments 
were burned, including one of the largest halls. 
A similar fire occurred at the same Board 36 
years ago, and was followed, the year after, by 
the flight of the Emperor to Jehol. Of course 
the omen is not lost upon the Chinese. 

The Pekin correspondent of the W.-C. Daily 
News says:—'' There does not any longer 
appear to be any serious effort to rule the 
country by the Imperial family. The policy pur- 
sued by the Court at present appears to be the 
eat, drink, and be merry one. A strong hand is 
needed to take hold of the reins of power to 
coerce this people and government into more 
progressive ways. Gatnbling and play acting 
are not calculated to do much for the renova- 
tion of the Empire. Many complain of the 
removal of the Empress-Dowager at present to 
the Iho Park where the Court is held, neces- 
sitaling frequent visits by the Emperor and 
high officials and of course much waste of 
time.” 

The report recently circulated that the initia- 
tion of a general postal system throughout China 
was due primarily to the memorial of a Censor, in 
consequence of which the Emperor had issued 
the necessary orders to the Tsung-li Yamen, is 
now emphatically contradicted. The credit of 
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the innovation belongs entirely to Sir Robert 
Hart. For years he has been working to organize 
a courier service for the Board of War, and 
quantities of information submitted by him to 
the Tsung-li Yamén, supported by the object 
lesson of his success in the case of the Board of 
War, finally induced the Yamén to memorialize 
the Throne in favour of a postal system under 
the Customs’ direction and control. It is not 
improbable, however, that the Chinese, prover- 
bially unwilling to publicly ascribe any reform 
to foreign advice or influence, contrived the 
presentation of a Censor’s memorial by way ot 
pretext, just as they did when compelled to 
punish the Viceroy of Szechuan in deference to 
the demands of the British Representative. 
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CHAMBERLAIN, AND KRUGER. 
> 

It is said that while the despatches of the 
polished English statesman to Kruger are 
models of frankness and directness, the replies 
of the old Boer, who wipes his nose upon his 
sleeve, are full of diplomatic finesse, set off by 
a show of crafty simplicity, What Chamber- 
lain wants is this, briefly stated :—That in the 
matter of treating-making with foreign Powers, 
the Transvaal should be placed on the same 
basis as a British Colony ; that foreign residents 
should be able to acquire the franchise in five 
years, and thatthe Rand should be autonomous, 
its enactments, however, to be subject to the 
veto of the President. Kruger has not definitely 
accepted or rejected any of these proposals. 
He seems to place his faith in time. 
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DUELLING IN GERMANY. 
——<}>—__---—- — 

The third of the series of 12 duels in which 
which Count von Kotze was engaged, has ended 
fatally for his opponent. The Count was a 
Court Chamberlain. He had made many en- 
emies, and they gladly seized an opportunity to 
be avenged upon him a year ago, when suspi- 
cion indicated him as the author of a number 
of anonymous letters sent hither and thither in 
Berlin. The letters contained grave charges 
against persons of the highest prominence in 
Court circles, and the detectives that were set 
to unravel the mystery, found the originator, as 
they supposed, in Count von Kotze. He 
vehemently denied his guilt, but was never. 
theless degraded from office, tried, and ac- 
quitted. Before leaving the Court of Law he 
swore to be avenged on his enemies, and in 
pursuit of that purpose issued twelve challenges. 
His opponent in the third was Baron von 
Schrader, Master of Ceremonies in the Prussian 
Court. Schrader received a pistol bullet in the 
right breast, and died the following day. This 
duel derives special interest from the facts that 
its impending occurrence had been publicly 
known for some time; that every effort had 
been made by the friends of both parties to 
prevent an encounter ; that a regimental court 
of honour, composed of officers of the regiments 
to which the two noblemen belonged, had 
declared a duel necessary, and that the Emperor 
had recommended von Schrader to neglect the 
court’s decision. Some excitement has been 
caused in Germany by the incident, and a tele- 
gram from Berlin, dated April 11th, says :— 





‘The annual congress of the German Adelstag (the no- 
bility) was convened to-day. 

Among the questions discussed of special interest to the 
aristocracy of Germany was that of the duello apropos of 
the incidents which are now exciting society and the gene- 
ral public alike, ‘1 h:s question was discussed exhaustively, 
and it was finally resolved as the sesult of the debate that 
itis not a brand of dishonour for a nobleman to refuse io 
fight a duel if the grounds of his refusal are honcrable. 
It was also agreed to appoint a court of honor with a view 
to the regulation of such differences as have hitherto been 
referred to the duel court, which had as its fixed principle 
the settlement of disputes by pistol or rapier. The pro- 
nouncement, together with the growing force of current 
ppanien in regard to the code duello, may have the effect 
of modifying the existing custom, but it is doubtful whether 
it will be efficacious in eradicating it, as it iS generally felt 
that the custom is too firmly fixed. 


FINDING OF THE 10K¥0 PRELIMI- 


the Tokyo Preliminary Court in the case of 25 
of the persons implicated in the Tokyo Water- 
pipe scandal, there being a few others, ex- 
members of the Tokyo City Assembly, whose 
examination has not yet been completed :-—The 
Tokyo Iron Foundry was started in January, 


On April 4th of the same year, the Company 
succeeded in concluding a contract with the 
Tokyo City Council to supply, at a certain price, 
water-pipes to the extent of 21,335.4 tons. 


the Company was pledged to deliver the first 


the signing of the contract. 


pany, before transportation to the appointed 
places, and were to be duly received by the 


by its experts. 


cast upon it, were to be struck off, and the pipe 
demolished. Further, a record was kept of each 
pipe’s number, and when a pipe of any given 
number had been declared defective by the ex- 
perts and rejected, the fact was lo be entered in 
the record, so that the numeral belonging to the 
rejected pipes might be registered at once. Want 


experts and artisans made the work of casting 


January 9, 1894, 59 were rejected on account 
either of defective casting, or of wrong weight; 





—as hereafter mentioned—were delivered by 


ever, the fifteenth installment period arrived, 
that is to say October-November, 1894, the 
Foundry finding itself under obligation to de- 
liver a larger quantity of pipes than any of the 
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NARY COURT ON THE WAIER- 
PIPE CASE. 


—_—__—__—_—__—_—— 
The following is an epitome of the finding of 


1893, for the purpose of making iron castings. 


According to the conditions of the contract, 


instalment of pipes, weighing 2,000 tons, 
within 2 months, counted from the date of 
Finding it im- 
possible to fulfill the terms of the contract, the 
Company submitted a petition to the City 
Council, and obtained permission to reduce the 
quantity of pipes to 10,000 tons, to be de- 
livered in 11 instalments, one every two months, 
between June 1894 and February 1896. With 
respect to the process of delivery, it was ar- 
ranged between the Council and the Company 
that the examination of the pipes should be 
carried out in several stages by experts of the 
Water-works Office, in the presence of an ex- 
pert of the Company. The stages were, first, 
analysis of the material to be used; secondly, 
examination of the general character of the 
casting ; thirdly, measurement; fourthly, weight; 
fifthly, pressure (a large pipe of 1,100 mill. to 
bear the pressure of 150 pounds ; and a smaller 
pipe, from 100 to 250 mill. 225 pounds). 
Pipes that had successfully passed these 
stages ot examination were to be marked 
while lying within the compound of the Com- 


Water-works Office after they had been inspected 
Whenever a pipe was found de- 
fective in casting, weight, measure, or pressure, 
the mark of the City of Tokyo and the numerals 


of experience on the part of the Company's 


the contracted quantity of iron-pipes one of un- 
expected difficulty. Out of 67 large pipes, 
of 1,100 mill. cast between October 1893 and 


while out of the pipes subjected to the pressure 
test, only one out of five was judged perfect. 
This highly disappointing result induced three 
of the experts of the Foundry to contrive a 
device for fraudulently circumventing the dif- 
ficulty. They conceived an idea that the scale 
of the hydraulic machines used in the Foundry 
might be lowered, and the matter was secretly 
proposed to Prof. Noro, then the Chief Expert 
of the Foundry, The Professor told them to 
wait, as he had something to think out. On 
the next day, that is Jan. 10, 1894, the three 
experts were informed that they might carry out 
their suggestion. They then went to work to 
alter the internal arrangement of the hydraulic 
machine, so that a pressure of 100 Ibs. might 
appear to be one of 150 lbs. The scheme 
served its purpose excellently, for the results 
of the pressure tests from the 13th of the same 
month, were exactly contrary to what they had 
previously been, and almost every pipe that was 
tested passed the examination with apparent 
success. In that way-a quantity of water-pipes 


different officers of the Foundry, between Jan. 
13th, 1894, and June 28th, 1895. When, how- 

































































game way. 
and another 300lbs., though they really showed 
only r4olbs. and 16olbs., respectively. 


[May 9, 1896. 


previous instalments, again experienced a diffi- 


culty, which it met by a similarly fraudulent 
device. The two experts suggested that the 
rejected pipes might be availed of for the pur- 


pose of implementing the contract, by renew- 


ary the marks and changing the numerals. 
The plan was approved of, and between tlse 


middle of Nov., 1894, and Feb. of the next year, 


about 50 pipes were thus fraudulently mani- 


pulated. The hydraulic machines for testing 
the strength of smaller pipes were treated in the 
One was made to indicate 255lbs. 


These 
two machines were used by different persons 
between the middle of Nov. 1894 and April 
19th of the following year. In March, 1895, 
when another installment period approached, 
the marks and numerals of the rejected 1,100 
mill. pipes were again treated in the same man- 
ner, and 25 of the pipes were delivered to the 
Council. On March 26th, 1895, Hamano 


Shigeru, one of the defendants, was appointed 


President of the Foundry in place of Ameno- 
miya Keijiro, another defendant, who subse- 
quently became one of its managers. With the 


entry of Hamano Shigeru, Okoshi Koki, his con- 


fidant and adviser of long standing, ‘was made 
one of the managers. Hamano always 
sought the help of Okoshi in the conduct 
of all business connected with the affairs of the 
Foundry placed under his charge. On the oc- 
easion of his appointment, the Foundry was 
considerably embarrased by want of funds, and 
it was found impossible, under the conditions 
of the Foundry’s scope, to supply the required 
number of small pipes within the prescribed 
period. Moreover, some arrears of pipes had to 
be delivered from the fifth installment. Har- 
rassed by the necessity of finding some way to 
extricate the Foundry from this dilemma, Oko- 
shi conceived the idea that the rejected pipes, 
numbers of which were lying in the compound 
of the Company, might be made to serve the 
purpose, and he consulted a certain expert as 
to the feasibility of the plan. That was about 
the middle of April, 1895. He was informed 
by the expert that the marks and numerals 
on some rejected pipes had previously been 
renewed with wrought iron, and that the pipes 
had thus been passed successfully. Okoshi 
at once told the expert to repeat the process 
with the small pipes, and the expert, aided 
by four others, began to carry out the fraud on 
a large scale. They renewed the marks and 
altered the numerals on more than 200 pipes of 
different dimensions, while ‘several hundred 
others rejected pipes, of 1,100 ‘mill., were also 
dealt with in a similar manner. Between May 
and Oct. of 1895, quite a number of these use- 
less pipes were delivered and adroitly passed over 
to the Water-works. To cite one or two of the 
processes resorted to by the defendants with the 
deliberate intent of imposing on the experts of 
the Water-works, pipes that had failed to pass 
the hydraulic test were patched up with coal 
tar, and their numerals having been changed 
to those of pipes that had already passed the 
weight test, they were submitted for the pres- 
sure test, and of course easily passed it with 
the falsely reading hydraulic machines. The 


‘audacity of the accused went a step further, for 


they even managed to replace pipes that had 
been duly delivered and were lying in the locali- 
ties where they were to be laid down, with 
others which had been rejected on examination 
by the Water-works experts, and which bore 
numerals fraudulently made to correspond with 
those of sound pipes. This substitution they 
effected late at night, or in holidays, while the 
experts were not on duty. The Prelimmhary 
Court decided that, in connection with the sur- 
reptitious processes above specified, Prof. Noro’s 
swindling extended to g10 large straight pipes 
and 82 large bent pipes; another expert was 
responsible for 1,620 large straight pipes and 
114 large bent pipes; a third expert, for 596 
large straight pipes, 54 large bent pipes, 1,418 
small straight pipes, and 178 small bent pipes ; 
a fourth, for 1,011 large straight pipes, 82 large 
bent pipes, 1,196 small straight and 375 small 
bent pipes; a fifth and sixth, working together, 
for 856 large straight, and 88 large bent pipes, 
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1,365 small straight, and 442 small bent pipes ; 
a seventh (Okoshi), for 866 large straight and 
82 large bent pipes, 930 small straight and 355 
small bent pipes, and the remaining 7 deten- 
dants, for 2,353 large straight, and 171 large 
bent pipes, and 1,437 small straight, and 755 
small bent pipes, of which 50 large and 300 
small straight pipes were proved against Hama- 
no and his two accomplices. That the frauds 
specified above had been practised by the Foun- 
dry while Amenomiya Keijiro was connected 
with it, either in the capacity of its President or 
Manager, and that the experts of the Water- 
works had been defrauded, was clearly esta- 
blished, but it could not be clearly proved that 
Amenomiya had ordered his subordinates to 
undertake such practices, or that he had had 
cognisance of their fraudulent proceedings. 
Hence he and 8 others were acquitted on the 
ground of insufficient evidence. The case of 
Hamano Shigeru, Prof. Noro, Okoshi Koki, 
and 12 others were judged to come under Arts. 
390 and 394 of the Criminal Code, the evi- 
dence against them being convincing, and they 
were therefore remanded for public trial before 
the Minor Criminal Section Tokyo Local Court. 
This preliminary examination was conducted by 
Judge Uasa Yoshio, of the Tokyo Local Court. 





——— —_————=. —- 


MILITARY AND NAVAL EXPENDI. 
TURE IN $APAN. 


Pe phy anes ¢ Pe aOe a . 
In a letter from the Tokyo correspondent of 
The Times the following passages occur :— 


OF course Japan cannot procure ships and guns 
more cheaply than any other country can. But once 
in possession of such weapons of war she manages to 
maintain them, together with their personnel, at an 
outlay almost incredibly small when judged by West- 
ern standards. For example, before her struggle with 
China commenced, she had 32 meneof-war and 23 
torpedo-boats, with an aggregate displacement of 
62,582 tons and a personnel of 13,928 men. ‘These, 
together with her naval schools and her Department 
of Naval Administration, she contrived to maintain at 
an annual cost of 5$ million yes, or about £600,000 
sterling. Even during the next fiscal year, April, 
1896, to April, 1897, the budget uppropriations on 
account of ordinary naval expenditure amount to only 
a little over 74 million yen, or less than £800,000 
sterling. It would be difficult to conceive a more 
striking contrast than Japan presents in these respects 
to China. In one country we have maximum results 
achieved ata minimum of cost; in the other, the 
pettiest possible achievement combined with pro- 
digious outlay. 

The regular expenditures on account of army main- 
tenance ure to be doubled within the next nine years, 
and it isa fair inference that the numerical strength 
of the army will be correspondingly increased. In 
other words, Japan’s fighting force in 1905 will be, 
approximately, 130,000 with the colours, 185,000 
reserves, and 210,000 landwehr—that is to say, half-a- 
million of men in round numbers. It will sound 
almost incredible to Western ears that she should 
maintain such a force at an annual expenditure of 26 
million yews, or about 2} million pounds sterling ; but 
such, nevertheless, is her estimate, and the experience 
of twenty years justifies us in believing that her calcu- 
lations are not faulty, 


Commenting on the above, the Naval and 
Military Record says :— 


When it is borne in mind that of the twenty millions 
voted the Navy last year no less than £4,135,000 was 
set apart for wages of officers and men, the frugality of 
the Japanese strikes us as phenomenal, for they have 
advanced with Western civilisation in all but extra- 
vagance; in other words, while they can reach high 
material ideals they retain the most primitive simplicity 
when personal expenditure is concerned, They now 
propose to raise their fleet from 66,000 tons to a dis- 
placement of 200,000 tons, which shall be a sufficient 
check to the combined Eastern squadrons of Great 
Britain, Russia, France, Germany, andthe United 
States, which at present aggregate 188,000 tons; and 
as their Navy will be built upon a definite and fixed 
programme, and as the foreign squadrons in their wa- 
ters are incapable of co-operating effectively in battle 
owing to the miscellaneous character of their com- 
position, the Japanese evidently mean to be masters 
of their own front door. But it is when we consider 
the wages question that we find the Japanese to have 
the most perfect organisation in the world, as, includ- 
ing the schools of instruction and the offices of 
administration, the cost of maintenance was only 
£600,000 a year, or §4 million yen, when the personnel 
numbered 13,928 men. Even for the year 1896-97, 
when the Japanese will have a really formidable fleet, 
the expenditure corresponding to our vote will amount 
to only £800,000, whereas the English cost will be little 
short of five millions. 
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DEATH OF COLONEL COCKERILL. 
= -> —- Se 

Colonel J. A. Cockerill, who recently spent 
many months in Japan, was struck with apo- 
plexy at half-past seven on the evening of April 
1oth, in the barber's shop of Shepheard’s Hotel, 
Cairo, and died at six minutes to ten the same 
day without recovering consciousness. He had 
been out driving a short time previously, and 
had seemed to be in perfect health. The tele- 
graphic notices published by American journals 
do not state whether the heat of the weather 
had anything to do with the catastrophe, but as 
Colonel Cockerill was distinctly of an apoplectic 
temperament, his end, however shocking, does 
not excile much surprise. It would have been 
difficult to find a more genial man or a pleasan- 
ler companion. While in this country, he sent 
to the Mew Fork Herald, whose correspondent 
he was, a number of letters on various topics, 
and though we doubt whether without his signa- 
ture the correspondence would have commanded 
much altention, it certainly showed consider- 
able discernment, a remarkable faculty for 
collecting information, and high journalistic 
instinct as to choice of subjects. A distin- 
guished part of his newspaper career had been 
devoted to the service of the Mew Fork World, 
and it is said that he contributed materially to- 
wards building up the fortunes of that remark- 
able journal. But he never spoke with regret 
of the transfer of his services to the Mew Pork 
Herald. During his stay in the Far East, he 
visited Korea, and was able to render such as- 
sistance to the Japanese in connection with the 
sequel of the coup d'é/dt of October 8th, 1895, 
that the Emperor bestowed on him the Third 
Class of the Order of the Sacred Treasure. He 
made a host of friends in this country, and his 
untimely death will be widely mourned. We 
have no accurate information as to his age, 
but he cannot have been much more than forty- 
five or forty-six. He was accompanied to Japan 
by his wife, who, however, returned to the 
United States before the Colonel’s trip to Korea, 
and remained in New York during his trip to 
Egypt, whither he was suddenly sent by the 
proprietor of the Mew York Herald. 








THE LATE COLONEL COCKERILL. 
—-—-———_-_~<_—_--_ -- 

A St. Louis journal, referring to the death of 
Colonel Cockerill, mentions a detail of his life 
of which folks in this country seem to have had 
no knowledge :—‘ Colonel John A. Cockerill, 
whose sudden death is announced from Cairo, 
was for a number of years managing editor of 
the Evening Post-Dispatch of this city. His 
vigorous attacks upon Colonel J. O. Broadhead 
and Alonzo W. Slayback, prominent politicians 
of National fame, Jed to a personal encounter 
in the office of the Post-Dispatch on October 
13, 1882, between Cockerill and Slayback. 
The latter was shot and killed. Cockerill was 
exonerated upon preliminary examination. 
This shadow ultimately forced him to leave St. 
Louis for New York.” Colonel Cockerill’s 
career as a journalist was very varied. He 
had been, at different times, editor of the 
Washington Post, the Ballimore Gasette, the 
St. Louts Post-Despatch, the New York World, 
and the Commercial Advertiser. 








1HE ‘ MENMUIR” ON SHORE. 
—— > —_—— 

On Saturday morning we received a telegram 
stating that the Menmuir went ashore the day 
before in a fog, in Ima-haru Bay, Bingo Nada. 
The Menmutr was floated two days later, after 
having discharged some of her cargo, and 
having gone on to a sandbank it is said that 
she received no damage. She then proceeded 
on her voyage to Hongkong. 


We hear that:Captain William Ward, formerly 
of the Cty of Peking, comes out as commander 
of the steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, and that 
Captain W. J. Russell, of the Aso, is transferred 
to the City of Para, a sister ship, running be- 
tween San Francisco and Panama ports. 
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FIELD-MARSHAL MARQUIS 


FAMAGATA. 
——____—__ 

An American exchange contains the follow- 
ing, under date April 11th, Chicago :— 


Field-Marshal Yamagata of Japan and party 
arrived from San Francisco on time yesterday 
morning and, accompanied by O. W. Ruggles, 
general passenger agent of the Michigan Central, 
were driven to the Auditorium. Their arrival 
created a flutter in the city, and a large number 
of officials and leading citizens called at the hotel 
to pay their respects to the hero of the great 
Oriental war. 

At Omaha the Yamagata party was received 
with military honours yesterday, and General 
Merritt, U.S.A., commanding the Department of 
the Platte, called in person and tendered military 
honours. The tender was very graciously accepted 
by the Marquis, but owing to tlre heavy rain the 
function was called off. 

The party will leave for Detroit on the Vander- 
bilt line to-morrow, aud on Sunday will proceed 
to Niagara Falls. General Manager Toucey and 
General Passenger Agent Daniels, of the New 
York Central Railroad, will take Governor Morton 
and staff and a committee of the Legation to 
meet the Japanese party at Niagara Falls, and a 
special train will then convey all to Albany, where 
Governor Morton will receive Yamagata and pay 
to that distinguished chieftain the highest honours 
of the State. Later the Marquis will go to New 
Yok, where a large military escort will receive 
him at the Grand Central station of the New York 
Central and escort him to the hotel. 

The fame of the Marquis has preceded him. 
The people of the East have learned to appreciate 
his modesty, and it is safe to say that he will re- 
ceive from New York State the proudest honours 
he bas known since leaving his native country. 

The Field Marshal’s reception at Omaha is 
noticed as follows, under date of Apri] 8th :— 


The introduction of Marquis Yamagata, Field- 
Marshal of Japan, to Omaha this afternoon was 
marred by a steady downpour of rain. Brigadier- 
General Coppinger, commander of the Depart- 
ment of the Platte and staff and a guard of honor 
of 100 men from Fort Omaha, greeted the Marshal 
when he stepped from the train. 

The Marshal alighted from the car with Private 
Secretary Terusaki, and the Second Regiment 
band stationed down at the lower end of the plat- 
form played the national air of Japan and with 
this brief formality, General Coppinger and staff 
escorted the Marshal and staff to the military 
carciages in waiting and the party was conveyed 
to the Millard Hotel. 

When the party arrived in the hotel rotunda 
General Coppinger said that ke was glad to wel- 
come Marquis Yamagata to Omaha, and asa 
soldier to extend to him the congratulations of 
the Army of the Platte. The reception that he had 
received in Omaha, said the general, was one that 
he must expect to receive from all army men 
throughout the civilized world who appreciated what 
he had done in the late war against great odds. 
The world had watched the struggle with keen 
interest, and he and his officers wished to add 
their congratulations with others. 

Field-Marshal Yamagata bowed his acknow- 
ledgments and in reply said that he was greatly 
pleased with the reception accorded him, but that 
he did not think that he deserved it. He had 
not expected to be received in such a manner, and 
he appreciated the honour thus conferred upon 
him. He had but done his duty, something that 
all men should do. 

The programme for the Marshal’s entertain- 
ment has not been made out, General Coppinger 
stating thatsthe Marshal’s own wishes would be 
followed entirely. There will be no parade at the 
fort, but in all probability he will be escorted to 
Fort Crook, the new post, in the morning. 





THE FENNER CENTENNIAL. 
————~»—_—__—- 

A number of medical gentlemen in Tokyo 
have combined to organize a celebration in 
honour of the centenary of Jenner’s discovery 
of vaccination. The place selected for the 
purpose is the Young Men’s Christian Associ- 
atiog, and His Majesty the Emperor having 
granted a sum of money towards the expenses, 
the Minister of the Imperial Household is to 
take a leading part in the affair. The principal 
promoters are Doctors Miyake and Kimara, 
but the election of a committee and the final 
details were to be determined yesterday, and 
will, doubtless, be duly advertised. 
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ASIATIC SOCIETY OF fAPAN. 


OQ 

A special general meeting of the Asiatic Society 
was held in the Parish Building, No. 54, lsukiji, 
on Wednesday, April 28th, at 4 p.m. The Vice- 
President, Rev. D. C. Greene, occupied the chair, 
in the unavoidable absence of Sir E. Satow, the 
President. After the preliminary business of the 
meeting was settled, the Chairman called upon the 
Rev. John Batchelor, F.R.G.S., to read his paper 
on “ Ainu Words, as illustrative of Customs, and 
matters Pathological, Psychologicaland Religious.” 

The following summary of some of its para- 
graphs will perhaps give a goad idea of the cha- 
racter of the paper. 

1. Epiru, “to bush out "==This word is much 
used in connection with the Ainu practices of ex- 
orcism and illustrates the supposed influence of 
vegetable life upon animal. 

2. Wakka pururuse, “water-blowing.” “In 
wotking bodily cures water is thought to be of 
great efficacy and is much used. When persons 
faint, for example, or are at the point of death, 
water is freely blown over them from the mouth.” 
In special cases water is still more freely used, and 
M:. Batchelor instances the case of a lad who 
was douched with buckels of water as a cure for 
a broken rib. 

3. Iyomande, “ the sending away.” Under this 
heading, Mr. Batchelor gives a great deal of in- 
formation about the Bear Festival, the practice of 
suckling bearecubs by Ainu women, and the Ainu 
beliefs with regard to transmigration. Trans- 
migration according to the Ainus is always con- 
fined to the same genus: the spirit of a bear be- 
comes a bear again. The only exception to this 
is the case of “ possession.” Possession, however, 
is not strictly speaking “transmigration.” It only 
implies that the animal spirit, or devil, occupies 
the body of an animal or man for a definite 
period, as a lodger, not as the lawful occupant. 

Sull, the influences of animals over man are 
very varied. ‘To eat the warm, fresh heart of a 
water-ousel, for instance, enables one to stand 
fatigue, to shoot straight, to speak with eloquence: 
to eat the dried heart of river otter, cooked in a 
certain manner, is said to be a sure preventive 
against cholera. 

A few paragcaplhis further on, Mr, Batchelor 
speaks of the subject of precautionary measures 
against epidemics. ‘‘In the event of a village 
being attacked by an epidemic disease of any 
kind, but more certainly and particularly if the 
disease be of a severe and dangerous nature, the 
Ainu of the village immediately surrounding the 
infected one will proceed to get sticks of elder or 
cladrastis, about four feet in length, and make 
them intoa kind of charm or fetich, © * * * 
After being properly established in their place, 
these sticks are devoutly worshipped and called 
upon to defend the people by keeping the malady 
from their midst.”” These sticks are supposed to 
represent owls (the owl being especially favourable 
to man as a monitor of approaching calamity), and 
a slit atthe top, supposed to represent the bird's 
beak, is filled with highly putrified fish, or strongly 
odorous herbs. ‘ The smell of these things is so 
powerful, and diseases of every kind have such a 
strong dislike to them, that they will not, unless 
the people of a village are especially great sinners, 
or the demons of disease extraordinarily spite- 
ful and wicked, bring their noses near them; nay, 
indeed, they will flee away post-haste to a more 
pure and congenial atmosphere.” 

“What are called by us the living germs and 
bacteria of disease, are by the Ainu called demons. 
From this fact it might perhaps appear at first 
sight that there is very little difference between 
them and us in our conceptions as to what disease 
really is. We speaking of the living germs of 
disease awaiting favourable oppoftunities and 
conditions in which to attack persons, and the Ainu 
speak of the living demons of disease under the 
very same terms . . . With the Ainu, how- 
ever, this living germ, cause, oc demon, has an 
essential, spiritual, and personal existence, and 
is able to think, will, and act, while with us the 
living germ is simply an adventitious, blind, ir- 
rational force, whose life is more vegetable than 
animal, and in no way spiritual, 

The following sentence may prove of great com- 
fort to some: When persons have boils, it is a 
sure sign that the coming year will be a good one 
for the garden crop: my master must therefore 
bear his trouble with joy and fortitude.” 

A very long, and very interesting section of the 
paper deals with the Ainu customs relating to 
birth, marriage, death, and burial. 

‘** As soon as there are unmistakable signs that 
a child is about to be born, the husband of 
the patient is called upon to leave the house and 
go andstay with some friends, When there, he 
has to be very quiet, as though forsooth he was 
ill, for six days. He must stay in the hut all the 


Google 


time and rest by the fireside. 
is called *' Yainunuke,” aud meaus simply ‘ com- 
forting ’’ or “resting one’s self quietly.” 
idea seems to be that the life or “ virtue” is going 
out of the man into his off-spring. During these 
six days he must drink no wine, nor make tao, 


at home by himself quietly. 
te. “have his friends in for a deunken carouse,” 


up with Ainu witchcraft and divination. 






and a Naval Affairs Section will be established 
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Ait. IX.—The following affairs will be dealt 
with at the and sub-section == 

1. Matters relating to the personnel of comba- 
tants and civilians, their dismissal and appoint- 
ment, 

2. Matters relating to discipline, military and 
naval, emergencies, requisition, ceremonies, and 
rites, 

3. Matters relating to horses for military or 
waval use, materials needed by veterinary sur- 
geons, horse-shoes. 

4. Matters relating to military and prison houses. 

5. Matters relating to arms and ammunition. 

6. Matters relating to implements for infantry 
and engineering corps. 

7. Matters relating to forts, fortifications, etc., 
and military roads. 

8. Matters relating to correspondence, 

g. Other matters relating to general military 
affairs and special military corps. 

Act. X.—The 3cd sub-section shall deal with 
the following :=—= 

1, Accounts. 2. Fodder. - 3. Clothing. 4. 
Ground and building. 5. Personnel of military 
accountants. 6. Other financial affairs. 

Act. XL—The 4th sub-section shall deal with 
the following. 

1. Sanitary affairs. 2. Medical Examination. 
3. Personnel of Sanitary Staff. 

Act. XIL.—A ist and 2nd sub-sections shall be 
established in the Naval Section, 

Art. XI[L—The rst sub-section shall deal with 
the following :— 

1, Equipment, warlike operations, coast defence, 
reports. 

2. Surveying of naval stations and harbours of 
Strategic importance. 

3. Reviews, exercise, and inspection of men-of- 


This performance 


The 


nor offer prayer. This is said to be out of special 
honour and reverence to the gods. 

“On the morning of the seventh day the hus- 
band is said to shotkichupu, t.e., “fold up his 
bed.” On this day, be returns to his own house, 
and he may now, eat, drink, worship, and be 
merry. Still for another six days he must abide 
He must not tkutasa. 


nor hainare, t.e., “go fishing or hunting.” But 
when these six days are over, he may do as he 
likes.” 

The latter part of the paper is entirely an 
tis 
very interesting, but too long for insertion here. 

Mr. J. C. Hare complimented the reader on his 
paper, which, he said, bore out M. Comte’s Law 
of Intellectual Evolution, according to which the 
development of the human mind went from the 
theological stage to the metaphysical, and from 
that to the scientific, the first, or theological stage 
being again subdivided into fetichism, polytheism, 
and monotheism. Spencer, it is well-known, con- 
bated this position of Comte’s, but the facts 
brought torward in Mi. Batcheloc’s paper were, he 
was glad to say, very strongly. in favour of 
Comte’s theory. 

Mr. BaTcHetor having seplied to one or two 
points in Mr. Hall’s remarks, the Chairman 
thanked Mr. Batchelor for his able and interesting 
paper, and the meeting was dissolved. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. war and seamen. 
Soo Hydrography, topograph olitical ta- 
4. Maiydrography, topogtaphy, p Cal geog 
MUSIC. ‘| phy and compilation. 


5. Watch-towers. 

Art. XIV.—The 2ud sub-section shall deal with 
the following :—= 

1. Discipline, emergencies, 
rites, 

2. Punishment and prison-houses, 

3. Personnel and general affairs of the Section. 

4. Ships, arms, and engines. 

5. Finance and distribution of allowances. 

6. Medical and sanitary affairs. 

7. Ground and buildings. 

a * # x * * 


The Staff of the Bureau, its Sections, and sub- 
sections, and number of horses, are as follow := 


To THe EpiTor OF THE ‘‘ JAPAN MaiL.” 

Sir,—In the Mustcal Times, No. 638, April, 
1896, I read the following :— 

“Toxio:—It is stated that the Emperor of 
Japan desires the establishment of a permanent 
talian Opera here, and that steps have been 
already taken to engage an efficient company of 
Italian actists.” 

Can you tell me whether there is any truth in 
this report? 

Yours faithfully, JOHN GRIFFIN. 

Yokohama, 5th May, 1896. 

(We believe the statement to be wholly baseless.—Ep. /.df.) 
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Officers. Civilians. Horses, 

ORGANIZATION OF THE MILITARY Bureau cssssenceseeacesee 3 vesooeeee Ge ceneecees 
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ImpgeRiaL Orpinance No. 116. crs ; nie pens ; 
Art. 1—The Military Affairs Bureau deals} Section (Naval) scccc I cetcsese O sessesees 3 
with military policy aud orders issued to the Army Ist Sub-Sec. sissscssssre 3 seeeeesee 3 vsdesesee O 
and Navy under the control of the Governot-| and Sub-Sec..cccscsescee Pd pile, pane 
General. es on sas 
Art. IL—A Chief will be appointed in the Total scccccssses 4Q ceseeesesBO. sesseeeeg2 


Bureau, who shall be a Lieut.-General or Vice- 
Admiral, Major-General or Rear-Admircal. The 
Chief is to control the affairs of the Bureau, sub- 
ject to the orders of the Governor-General. 

Art. IIIL.—Two aides-de-camp will be appoint- 
ed, one from the Army of and below the rank of 
Colonel and above the rank of Lieutenant, the 
other from the Navy of and below the rank of 
Captain and above the rank of sub-Lieutenant, 
who are on the staff of the respective sections of 
the Bureau. ‘The aides-de-camp are to undertake 
business celating to the conveyance of orders, to 
undertake missions, and arrange the general 
affairs of the Bureau. 

Arts. IV and V.—A Military Affairs Section 


—_— 


ORGANIZATION OF THE COLONIAL 
DEPARTMENT. 


—_——_———>___—_- 
We hereby give Our Sanction to the present 
Ordinance relating to the Organization of the 
Colonial Department and order it to be pro- 


mulgated. 
[Great Seal.] 
March goth, 1896. 
Countersigned by Count Kuropa Kiyotaka, 
President of the Privy Council and 
Acting Minister President. 


Yosuikawa AKIMASA, 


in Ul é : ne : 
ms alba Acting Minister for Home Affairs, 


% * % * 

Art. VIL—Four sub-sections will be established 
in the Military Affairs Section. 

Art. VIIL.—The following Affairs shall be dealt 
with by the rst sub-section :— 

I. Matters relating to the education, review, 
exercises, etc., of troops. 

2. Matters relating to defence, equipment, and 
plans of warlike operations. 
3. Matters relating to topography, political 
geography, and other reports of similiar character. 

4. Matters relating to transportation and com- 
munications, 

5. Matters relating to the general affairs of the 
sub-section. 

6. Matters relating to the despatch or receipt 
of documents, their preservation, compilation, eic. 

7. Matters relating to the finances of the Bureau 
with the exception of those pertaining to the Navy, 


ImpeRiat. Orpinance No. 87. 


Act. L—-The Minister of State for the Coloniza- 
tion Department shall supervise the following 
affairs :-— 

1. Administrative Affairs connected with For- 
mosa. 

2. That portion of Administrative Affairs per- 
taining to Hokkaido hitherto under the control of 
the Home Department. 

Act. I1.—The Minister of State for the Colonizas 
tion Department shall superintend the Governor- 
General of Formosa and the Chief of the Board of 
the Hokkaido Administration. 

Act. III.—Four Councillors and four Secretaries 
shall be appointed in the Colonization Department 
to devote their time exclusively to its affairs. 

Art. I1V.—Two Bureaux, respectively called the 
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Southern Bureau and the Northern Bureau shall 
be established. 

Art. V.—The Chiefs of the Southern and Nor- 
thern Bureaux shall be of chokunin rauk. 

Art. VI.—The Southern Bureau shall deal with 
Matters relating to Formosa. 

A:t. VIE.—The Northern Bureau shall 
with matters relating to Hokkaido. 

Art. VIII.—Five experts and twenty assistant 
experts shall be appointed to Colonization De- 
partment. 

Art. 1X.—The fixed number of clerks of the 
Colonization Department shall be 100. 

Art. X.—Such affairs as are not specified in the 
present Ordinance shall be determined acco: ding 
to the General Provisions of Official Organizations 
applicable to the Departments of State. 

Ait. XI.—This O.dinance shall come into force 
on and after April rst, 1896. 


deal 








EXTRAORDINARY CIVIL WURKS 
FUND. 


——__—__ 

LAW RELATING TO THE RAISING OF PUBLIC LOANS 
OR LEVYING EXTRA IMPOSTS ON LOCAL FINANCE 
IN CONNECTION WITH THE EXTRAORDINARY 
CIVIL WORKS FUND. 

(As passed by the Diet.) 

Act, I.—In cases where the Fu or Ken system 
is wot yet enforced, when a Fu or Ken stands in 
need of an Extraordinary Civil Works Fund that 
can not easily be met by Local Taxes, the Go- 
vernor of such Fu or Ken may, with the approval 
of the Fu or Ken Assembly, and with the sanction 
of the Ministers of State for Home Affairs and 
Finance, float a public loan, the term of which 
may not exceed 30 years; or procure a Loan, the 
first instalment of which is to be paid within 3 
years. 

Act. [].—In cases where the Fu or Ken system is 
wot yet enforced, where a Fu or Ken stands in need 
of an extraordinary Civil Works Fund, the Go- 
vernor may, with the consent of the Local Assem- 
bly and after obtaining the sanction of the Mini- 
sters of State for Home Affairs and Finance, 
impose a local land tax not exceeding one-third 
of the Land Tax, 

Ait. HWL—In raising .the Loan mentioned in 
Art. L, the Governor may, with the consent of the 
Local Assembly and after procuring the sanction 
of the Ministers of State for Home Affairs and 
Finance, obtain the money from the Local Famine 
Relief Fund, the maximum limit not to exceed 
one-third of the amount at this Fund’s credit at 
the beginning of the current fiscal year. For such 
a loan suitable interest must be paid. 

When, in the event of wpency, the Governor 
finds that Lime does not permit of the convening 
of the Local Assembly, he may cause the Stand- 
ing Committee to decide upon the matter in the 
name of the Local Assembly, the Committee to 
report to the next session of the Assembly on the 
step taken. 

Art. 1V.—In_ cases where the sanction men- 
tioned in Art. I. is needed, the approval of the 
Ministers of State for Home Affairs and Finance 
must also be applied for as to the mode of float- 
ing the Public Loan, through the Local Assembly, 
and the rate of interest, etc. 

Art. V.—The present Law shall come into force 
on and after April 1, 1896. 

Art. VI.—Laws No. III. and No. LXXIV. is- 
sued in 1890 shall be null and void from the day 
of the enforcement of the present Law. 








THE BREEDING OF HORSES. 


——————__>—- - — —_ = 
LAW RELATING TO THB INVBSTIGATION AND 
INSPBCTION OF HORSES, 
(As passed by the Diet.) 

Art. L.—In order to ensure, in time of war or of 
emergency, the supply of horses capable of being 
used for war purposes, the investigation and in- 
spection of horses shall be carried out. ; 

Art. [L—The investigation of horses shall be 
conducted by the Headman of an Island, Gun, 
Shi, Cho, or Son, and the inspection by military, 
authorities. Provided that the inspection shall not 
be conducted more than once a year. 

Act. ITL.—Owners of horses must report all parti- 
culars essential to carrying out the investigation, 

Art. 1V.—Owners of horses must have their 
horses inspected at the specified inspection ground. 
To owners of horses who have their horsesinspected 
allowances and travelling expenses shall be paid. 

Art. V.—Horses that, in accordance with the 
Requisition Law, are entitled to be relieved from 
requisition, shall not come within the provisions of 
this Law. 

Act. VI.—The limit of districts, time, kind of 
horses; as to the investigation and inspection of 
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horses, particulars of reports mentioned in Art. 
III.; provisions necessary for the enforcement of 
the present Law, etc., shall be determined by the 
Minister of State for War. 


APPENDIX. 


Art. VIL.—In Tokyo, Osaka, and Kyoto Shs 
the function of Headman of Shs provided in the 
present Law shall be undertaken by the Headmen 


of the respective wards. 


In districts where the Shi or Cho or Son system is 
vot yet enforced, the function of Headman of Shi 


or Cho or Son provided for in this Lawshall be un- 


dertaken by the Headman of Ku or of village or 
other officials corresponding to such functionaries, 
come into force 


Art. VIIL—This Law shall 
from April 1st, 1897. 





QUESTION RELATING T0 THE 
“ CHISHIMA ”.“" RAVENNA" 
CASE. 


_——_Q—____ 
(Asked and Answered in the Diet.) 


When, some time ago, the Imperial Japanese 


watevessel Chishima collided with the steamer 
Ravenna of the Peninsular and Oriental Steamship 


Company, a British cot poration, and was sunk, the 
Japanese Government instituted a suit against the 
company tu the British Consular Court at Yoko- 
At the 


hama, laying the damages at 800,000 yen. 
same time the Defendant preferred a counter claim, 
assessing damages al 100,000 yen. In connection 
with this counter-claim the judgments of the 
Consular Court, the Supreme Court of Shanghai, 
and the Privy Council in London were all in favour 
of the contentions of the Plaintiff. The Japanese 
Government, however, abruptly compromised this 
suit for 10,000 pounds sterling English, currency, 
a sum equivalent to some 90,000 yes, and dropped 
the claim for the remaining 700,000 yen. Why 
was this claim for 800,000 yen compromised for a 
little over 90,000 yen? Why, if the suit was based 


on just grounds, did not the Government con- 


tinue the steps for attaining the object for 
which it was originally instituted, and endeavour 
to recover the full amount of damagesP If the 
suit was based on unjust grounds, why did the Go- 
vernment institute it? If the claim was just as 
originally set out, why did not the Government 
continue it and maintain the dignity of the Empire P 
What was the total expense to which the Govern- 
ment was pul in connection with this suit ? 


Introduced by Mortyama Konosouke. 
Supported by Hatoyama Kazuo and others. 
Feb. 6th, 1896. 

THe GovernMENT’S Rep_y. 


Alter the counter-claim in the Chishima-Ravenna 
collision case was dismissed in favour of the 
plaintiffs, the defendants sought a compromise, 
offering to pay ten thousand pounds sterling in 
English currency by way of compensation for 
damages, and also the whole of the costs of the 
Court. The Government sued the P. & O. Com. 
pany for 850,000 yen, which loss was incurred 
through the sinking of the Chishima. But when 
the defendant asked for a compromise, the Go- 
vernment took into consideration the expense they 
would be put to if the defendant’s overtures were 
rejected and the case proceeded, in legal and other 
expenses, while the result of the further develop- 
mentof the case might, probably, have disappoint- 
ed Japan’s expectations. Moreover, according to 
the provisions of the Maritime Regulations of Eng- 
land, the maximum amount of liability obtainable 
as compensation fiom the other ship is £8 per ton. 
If this rate is multiplied by the Ravenna’s tonnage 
namely, 3,250 tons, the total would reach only 
$26,048. Even supposing that Japan was in the 
tight and won the case, the total compensation, ac- 
cording to the provisjons of the British Admiralty 
Court, might not have exceeded the above maxi- 
mum limit; while the costs involved in continuing 
the case would have reached such a large sum 
that even when the case was settled the damages 
obtained would hardly have covered the expenses. 
Under the circumstance, the offer made by the 
P. & O. Company, namely, that the case should 
be compromised on payment of £10,000 by way 
of damages and also the cost ot the litigation, 
was accepted and the case was brought to a con- 
clusion, as it was thought this offer clearly proved 
that the fault did not lie with Japan in connection 
with the collision, and at the same time clearly 
established which side was in the right. The total 
expense which Japan was put to in this case was 
124,378 yen. The costs of litigation recognized 
by the Court, a sum of 12,176 yen, were paid by 
the P. & O. Company. 
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LAW FOR CONTROLLING JAPANESE 
SUBFECTS IN CHINA AND KOREA. 


————@— 
(As passed through the Diet.) 

Art. LIn case a Japanese Consul stationed in 
China or Korea deems that a Japanese subject 
living therein commits acts prejudicial to the 
maintenance of good order or impairing the public 
morals, he may forbid such person’s residence in 
those countries for a space of time not less than 
one year and not exceeding three years. 

Act. II.—A person who is forbidden to reside in 
China or Korea must leave those countries within 
15days. Should unavoidable circumstances pre- 
vent the deportation within 15 days, the Consul 
may, on the representation of the deportee, extend 
(ne time limit. 

Art. II].—In case a person who has received 
an order deportation objects to the same, he may, 
within 3 days from the day on which the order 
was issued, forward through the medium of the 
Consul, a petition to the Minister of State for Foe 
reign Affairs or to the Imperial Japanese Minister 
resident in the respective countries, applying for 
the revocation of the order. Iv such cases, how- 
ever, the execution of the order shall not be post- 
poned. 

Art. [1V.—In case the petition mentioned in the 
preceding Article be received, the Minister of 
Foreign Affairs or the Imperial Japanese Minister 
shall carry out an examinations into che matter 
and shall issue an order either confirming or nul- 
lifying the order issued 'by the Consul. Such 
order shell be final and conclusive. 

Art. V..-In case the Consul only recognizes 
that a person forbidden to stay can not on account 
of his business or other pressing circumstances 
immediately leave the land, he may be allowed, 
onf{depositing suitable security, to postpone his de- 
parture for a sufficient space of time to allow him 
to settle his affairs. 

Art. VIL.—In case a person who, on depositing 
security, has been allowed for a certain space of 
lime to postpone his departure has again com- 
mitted unlawful acts, he shall be immediately de- 
ported and his deposit confiscated. 

Art. VIIL—In case a person who has been 
deported duly repents of his conduct and im- 
proves his ways, the Consul may at any time, 
either in victue of his official competence or on the 
testimony of the Local Governor under whose 
jurisdiction the person belongs, cancel the order 
of deportation, 

Art. VIIT.—Any person who fails to leave 
within the specified time or within the specified 
extra allowance of time, or whu violatess the term 


‘of prohibition, shall be liable to major confinement 


for a period not exceeding one month and not less 
Ihan eleven days, with the additional penalty of a 
fine ranging between 2 yer to 100. 

Ait, IX.—Notification No. 9g, issued in 1883, 
and wotification No, 26, issued in 1885, shall be 
nullified from the day of the enforcement of the 
present Law. 








VEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 


-_— oO 

On the evening of the sth ult. says the China 
Mat/, the residents in Kowloon were disturbed in 
their early peaceful slumbers by noise of war- 
fare. Shortly after eight o'clock the sounds of a 
vigorous fusillade were heard proceeding from the 
direction of the Rifle Range. The sharp ping of 
the rifles was kept up till neat ten o’clock, when 
it closed with a few straggling slots. Next morn- 
ing on inquiry it was found that the gallant blue- 
jackets of the Centurion had been having a night 
of it. They had advanced on the Rifle Brigade 
quarters, and started a surprise night attack, ‘Ihe 
Rifle Brigade, it is started, repulsed the attack== 
number of wounded not known. 


The Hon. H. E. Pollock, holder of the Chame- 
pionship Challenge Cup of the Hongkong Chess 
Club, has managed to retain ils possession, having 
beaten his challenger Mr. J. H. Pidgeon by two 
games to ail. In the second game, Mr. Pidgeon 
had a strong game, but lost a knight through an 
oversipht, The final tie for the President’s Cup 
in the handicap competition is being fought out 
very (oughly by Lieut-Colonel The O’Gorman and 
Mr. P. C. Souza. Each has won a game. 

The appointment of Public Prosecutor in the 
Pegu District of Burmah has been piven to a 
Chinaman named Koo Tun Byan, who was former- 
ly acclerk in the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, 
and afterwards a lawyer’s clerk. He is said to be 
the first Chinaman appointed to such a position in 
Burmah. 

The finding of the Marine Court of Inquiry into 
the circumstances attending the standing of the 
Exe is as follows:—The Court has carefully cone 
sidered the circumstances which led to tle strand- 
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ing of the vessel as laid before them in the eviderice, 
and have come to the conclusion that the casualty 
was directly due to an error in the position of the 
ship when the last course wasset. They are of 
opinion that the estimated distance off Linting 
was erroneous, and that in consequence of this 
error the course afterwards set was not a proper 
one, and they consider that the master should have 
taken steps to assure himself of his position at that 
time, seeing that the circumstances of the weather 
demanded caution and also admitted of some such 
steps being taken. The attention of the Court is 
directed to the fact that there was only one officer 
on deck beside the captain—the chief officer, who 
was fully employed with the anchor and cables. 
The cemaining officers were below, having been on 
deck-watch during the night. The Court con- 
siders that the master should have had at least 
one officer with him on the bridge under the cit- 
cumstances. Theconclusion which the Court finds 
itself obliged to come to is that the ship was not 
navigated with due care which the circumstances of 
the weather demanded, and therefore they consider 
that the captain is deserving of censure, but they 
are not disposed to say that this error amounted 
to such wrongful act or default as to cause them to 
deal with his certificate. After the casualty all 
was done that was possible with the object of sav- 
ing the ship, and the officers and crew appear 
to have conducted themselves in a satisfactory 
manner. 

A flagrant case of incendiarism has been dis+ 
covered in Hongkong in connection with a fire 
that was extinguished on the premises of a tice- 
dealer at 48, Praya West. The top storey of the 
house consisted of two rooms. In the back room, 
which was fastened, there was a small tub full of 
kerosine on the floor under a bed, and near it was 
a good-sized box containing a large number of 
joss sticks and paper, all saturated with kerosine., 

rom the appearance of this room, the kerosine 
and paper had evidently been on fire, as the wood 
was charred, and it is thought that the flames 
from the first floor caused the ignition and that 
the fire was shortly afterward choked out by smoke 
and steam. Similar daring arrangements for the 
destruction of the place had been made iu the front 
room, where saturated firewood, joss-sticks, and 
paper were found, in addition toa pail of kero- 
sine; but these had not been touched by the fire. 
On the first floor, immediately underneath the 
second floor back room, the police came across a 
small pail containing kerosine, over which a large 
quantity of firewood was placed, and close by there 
was another tin of kerosine, which had been 
ablaze. The premises were insured, and two com- 
panies are interested, one of them being a com- 
pany for which Messrs. Sander and Co. are the 
agents, the amount being $3,500, and the other 
the Northern Assurance Company (Messrs. Brad- 
ley and Co., agents), the insurance in this Com- 
pany being for $2,000. Five Chinese employed on 
the premises have been charged at the Magistracy 
with arson, 

The French gunboat Vipéve is still engaged in 
the suppression of piracy in the Gulf of Siam. 

Says the. China Mat/:—It would almost seem 
that Sir Thomas Sutherland’s prediction that our 
ocean greyhounds will in future be built in China 
instead of on the banks of the Clyde, the Thames, 
and the Tyne, is to be realised sooner than even 
that far-seeing Scotsman imagined. We read that 
another steel steamer has been launched at 
Singapore from the shipbuilding yard of the New 
Harbour Dock Co. to the order of the Malayan 
Steamship Co., a Chinese firm, and from her pub- 
lished description she appears to be a credit to her 
builders. The Perydana is a flush-deck steamer with 
top-gallant forecastle and a shade deck covering 
three-fourths of her length. Her dimensions are, 
length between perpendiculars 130 feet, extreme 
breadth 22 feet, and depth 10 feet 6in. She has 
been built to Lloyd’s highest class (100 Ar) under 
the supervision of Mr. A. Kidd, Surveyor to Liloyd’s 
Register, Mr. J. N. Dick, Government Marine 
Surveyor, and Mr. J, Lawson, on behalf of the 
owners. The Perdana is the second steel steamer 
of any size which has been launched. in Singapore, 
the pioneer effort in this direction being the cone 
struction of the Ban Fo Soon, a vessel which was 
launched by Messrs. Riley, Hargreaves, at thei 
premises at Tanjoug Khu on July 23rd, 1895. 
The boiler of the Perdana, which is of steel, 
carrying 120 It. pressure, has been made at 
New Harbour Dock. The engines were ordered 
from Europe also under special survey, and are of 
such power that they are expected to drive the 
vessel in excess of the contract speed, 10 kuots. 
Special attention has been paid to the comfort of 
second-class passengers, wha are accommodated 
in a house on the main deck aft. There is also 
cabin accommodation for eight first-class pas- 
sengers under the bridge forward, with entrance 
through a small, neat and handy. saloon. The 


vessel is intended for the trade between Singapore 
and the Native States on the East coast of the 
Malay Peninsula, and has been built to the order 
of Mr. Teng Quee, who represents a syndicate of 
traders and others, All her woodwork is of solid 
teak, and the Perdana has been specially design- 
ed to weather the N.E. monsoon, and is of light 
draught, drawing only 8 feet 6 in. on a load of 200 
tons, with a view to crossing the bars at Kuala 
Kuantan and elsewhere. In Hongkong many 
vessels have already been built, apart altogether 
from the numerous steam launches which dart 
about the Harbour. At the present moment the 
Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Company is put- 
ting the finishing touches to a composite cruiser 
for the Spanish Government. This cruiser is 
similar in design to the Quéros, launched a year ago, 
and now in active service in the Philippine Islands. 
The large steel.mooring lighter built to ordec of the 
British Government at a total cost of £8,000 ster- 
ling is also nearly completed. 
stantial piece of work, and in every way creditable 
to the Dock staff. This lighter is to be used in 
the Harbour for keeping the naval. moorings in 
order. The keels have been laid down for two 
fairly large screw steamers for the Hongkong, 
Canton, and Macao Steamboat Company, evi- 
dently for use on the West River and its affluents. 
The Dock Company is also busy in other direc- 
tions. The bilge keels have been affixed to the Bri- 
tish flagship Cen¢urion, and that vessel will be re- 
floated in a few days; H.M.S. Wivern and 


Archer are also receiving repairs at Hungham; 
the Cosmoplitan Dock staff has commenced to re- 


pair the damages to the steamer Exe, which are 
somewhal extensive, and there is a large amount 
of repairing work in hand at all the docks. 


The supply of beef in Hongkong has been very. 
inadequate for some time past, and during the 
last two or three days, says the Ze/egraph, there 
has been almost a complete stoppage of the supply. 
This, the buyers who bring cattle down from the 
interior explain, is owing to the scarcity of ani- 
mals suitable for slaughter, though why this should 
be so in this year of grace they fail to make plain. 


Telegrams in the Deli Courant, giving Acheen 


news to the rth April, report another engag- 


ment with the enemy at Bilul. The posts there 
and at Lamkunyit were relieved on the 8th of 
the month, with the loss of nine killed and 
thirty wounded, The relieving force, on return- 
es from Bilul, came again under the enemy’s 
re. 
ed and ten wounded. Rumour says that a trader. 
at Kotta Rajah has been deported on suspicion of 
supplying Dutch military uniforms to the Achinese. 
Attention had been drawn to this traffic by the 
fact that, the other day, four, Achinese, disguised 
as Dutch soldiers, mutdered a Dutch officer. 
They were killed on the spot by the armed police. 
Report has it that affairs have so gone from bad 
to worse in Acheen that it will require almost 
superhuman strength and energy to set {matters 
right there. 

A correspondent in the China Mail, referring 
to a police case recently reported, of a Chinas 
man calling a Sikh constable “ a black-headed 
devil,” says that he has learnt after enquiry 


that Britishers are described in the *‘ classical lane 


guage” of the Chinese indiscriminately as Hong 
Mo Kwai, t.e. Red-haised Devils; the Americans 
Fa Ket Kwat, ov Flowety-Banner Devils; the 
Parsees, Pak Tow Kwai, or White-headed Devils; 
the French, Fat Lan Sat Kwat; the Germans, 
Chap Kwong Kwat (whatever these two might 
mean) ; and that section of the alien population 
met atevery nook and corner of the Colony— 
Portuguese half-castes—as Sai Vong Kwai, alias 
Ham Ha Chong, i.e. Southern-Europe Devils and 
Balichan Worms. 


The British ship Fort Stuart, 2,433 tons, of 
Liverpool, arrived at New York from Hongkong 
ow 21st March after a voyage lasting no less than 
187 days. Her captain teports having sighted 
Sandy Hook on February 29, when a storm arose 
and blew the ship about 320 miles out into the 
Atlantic. She returned, but was again driven out 
to sea by stress of weather; aud it was not until 
this unpleasant experience had been twice more 
gone through that she was able to pass Sandy 
Hook and enter New York Bay. The steam wind- 
lass broke, and other damage was sustained, but 
fortunately it was not of a serious nature. Dure- 
ing the voyage Charles Pope, a member of the 
crew, died from exhaustion, and another sailor, 
named Carl Lund; died of heart failure. 


What seems to be an arrest of some importance 
was made recently at Canton wear the Fatshan 
passenger boats landing stages, accordinp to the 
Daily Press. The man arrested had been shadow- 
ed for some time previously, but as he was known 
to be well-armed a favourable opportunity was 
awaited before pouncing on him, in case he should 
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It is a very sub- 


The loss of the troops amounted to one kill- 


shoot some of his assailants and effect his escape. 
The place of capture was well selected, as a guard- 
house was close at hand—in fact there are four 
or five guard-houses in the neigbourhood, which 
has a seputation for tobbery and violence—and 
the assistance of the soldiers stationed there 
was availed of in securing the prisoner. He is 
a man of about twenty-five years of age, was 
clad in silks, and wore a gold watch; he had also 
on his person, secured round his waist under his 
coat, six loaded revolvers and is said to have at- 
tempted to draw one when captured. It is re- 
ported that a considerable reward was offered for 
his arrest in connection with some occurrences at 
Fatshan, and he was conveyed there for trial, 


The London and China Express says :—It will be 
satisfactory news to learn that a British official is 
about to be appointed to investigate the finances 
of Siam, and for a limited period act as financial 
adviser to the Siamese Government. The step of 
having an expert to investigate this matter was 
was, we believe, suggested by M. Rolin Jacque- 
myns, and the selection has fallen on Mr. Mitchelle 
Innes, who has recently been serving in Egypt. 
The use of his services has been acquiesced in by 
the British Government, the arrangement being, we 
believe, that his appaintment. will not be of longer 
duration than is necessary. to enable a grasp to be 
talcen of the complicated question, so as to suggest 
the remedies and modifications required. The 
proposal aud appointment are pktletactory: from 
the British point of view, but beyond that we are 
eminently pleased at such an appointment by 
Siam. It seems an earnest that a proper value is 
being placed on her obligations, and that.a further 
attempt is being made to justify her ciglt to the 
maintenance of the Siamese Kingdom. 


* Moralist ” in the Stratts Times is responsible 
for the following :—A singular little episode oc- 
curred the other day—it is said—in Mr. Justice 
Leach’s Court. A plaintiff or defendant, or some 
satellite of a litigant, came up and gave his name 
as John Smith. He did not look it by along way, 
but the judge proceeded to interrogate him in his 
usual lucid Euglish. For a time the man seemed 
a bit bewildered, but he presently turned round to 
a lady attendant and commenced an animated 
conversation in an unknown tongue. “ Doesn’t 
he speak English?” queried the learned judge. 
‘No, my lord,” returned the usher, “he only 
speaks Scotch.” 

The Singapore. Bar has petitioned for a fourth 
Judge. 

Three hundred and fifty. Chinese coolies left 
Saigon for Madagascar on the 19th April: by the 
French steamer Cheribon. 

On April 27th H.M.S. Centurion, which has 
been in the hands of the Hongkong Dock Com- 
pany for exactly a month, came out of dock. The 
Company are to be congratulated on the’expedi- 
tious manver in which they have carried out the 
work, of affixing the new bilge keels and other 
improvements, The guardship Wivern also came 
out of dock that morning. 


Cholera is causing many deaths at Calcutta and 
Bangkok. Throughout Siam, it is stated the 
natives are dying like rotten sheep. The Second 
Queen, mother of the Crown Prince, had a cho- 
leraic attack, but recovered. Efforts are being 
made to hasten the king’s departure to Java. On 
the rrth instant a European seaman died atthe 
Bangkok Hospital from cholera. He had de- 
serted his ship where he was employed as steward. 
Another death occurred on board the Wong Kot 
from cholera before she left for Hongkong. The 
Stam Free Press of the 14th inst. says:—A coolie 
died yesterday while at work on the German Club, 
and two other deaths from cholera are reported 
near the British Consulate from the same cause. 
Several deaths are reported among the coolies on 
board the lighters in. harbour. Nearly a hundred 
deaths are said. to. have; occurred in the various 
Siamese gaols from the middle of last month, and 
though it is almost impossible to obtain exact 
statistics the death-rate from cholera in the gaols 
is reported to be alarming even to the Siamese 
authorities. To make matters worse the weather 
is unusually hot, and owing to the paucity of rain 
last year the supply of drinking water is giving 
out in such localities where some attempt is made 
of storing the precious Auid. It is expected the 
epidemic will increase until the rains set in, and if 
the season is late it is fearful to think of the havoc 
cholera will make in the congested.and filthy dis- 
tricts of the Siamese capital. 


Mr. E. D. Sanders, of the Hougkong and 
Shanghai Banking Cotporation, who for the last 
five years has been the Honorary Secretary, of the 
Victoria Recreation Club, is leaving the Colony 
on promotion. The members, as a token of their 
appreciation of his onerous services have pre- 
sented Mr, Sauders with a handsome gald watch. 
Mc, Stewart-Lockhart, in making the presentation 
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remacked :—In a colony like Hougkong, where 
business as a rule has to come before pleasure, 
it is fortunate we are able to find members of this 
Club like Mr. Sanders who are. willing to come 
forward and devote time and attention to sport. 
If we want to have a healthy community, a wealthy 
community, you must have a sporting community, 
and if this colony does not continue to have resi- 
dents like Mr. Sanders I am afraid its health will 
suffer, 

Famine prevails in Tonkin owing to the pro- 
longed drought and consequent failure of the rice 
crop. A public subscription has been opened for 
the relief of the sufferers, which was headed by 
the Governor-General with a contribution of $500. 


The Daily Press translates the following from the 
Courrier 2’ Haiphong :—We learn with much satis- 
faction that a briquette factory is shortly to be 
established at Hongay. In view of the ntagnificent 
coal seams at Haton we have never for a single 
moment doubted the futureof the Société Francaise 
des Charbonnages. du Tonkin, but it is none the 
less true that this great-enterprise has had to pass 
through days of difficulty. Has Deception Point 
at last been doubled? Everything tends to that 
belief, for it was the dust coal in particular that 
was uncertain of a market. With the briquette 
factory there will ke no more fear on this head 
and the development of the:mines will henceforth 
proceed regularly and. progressively. Tonkin 
cannot but gain thereby, The firm of Porchet and 
Co. will probably be entrusted with the setting up 
of the factory, and:almost all the material will come 
from France. At:the same time Messrs, Porchet 
& Co, are to build a comfortable house for the 
management on the site of M. Bavier-Chauffour’s 
well-known mateshed. 

The schooner Esmeva/da, Captain Harrison, 
that arrived at Hongkong on the gth March after 
a most. adventurous voyage from the Marianna 
Islands, in the course of which she was dismasted 
and otherwise damaged in a typhoon, has now 
been thoroughly overhauled and repaired: by the 
Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Co. to Lloyd’s 
requirements and has been re-rigged and supplied 
with a new suit of sails by Messrs. Blackhead and 
Co. Stre left-for Guam on April 28tlt, 

Hongkong papers report a smart capture of 
blackmailers belonging to the Chinese scavengers 
of the white-wash brigade. It appears that these 
men posed as “head men ” and promised tenants 
not to remove cock-lofis on payment of G10. In 
many instances the money has been paid and the 
cock-lofts have consequently escaped destruction. 
The other day the brigade went to clean out a 
crockery-ware shop at 53, Praya Central. Two 
of the men—Chinese of course—called the master 
aside and told him that they had orders to pull 
down the. cock-loft, but for $10 they would arrange 
matters with the officials and thus prevent the de- 
struction of the cock-loft. The master said he 
could not afford $10. Foitunately, he went to the 
Police Station and explained the circumstances to 
Inspectors Quincey and Holt. The officers saw 
the position at once and determined to make an 
arrest. They did wot inform the master of their 
intention, but simply told him to pay $3, which Ite 
said lrecould afford. A detective was then hastily 
dispatched to the sliop and: he arrived there in 
time to see the.two men, who had at that time 
removed: five beams: of the cockloft, receive the 
money from the master. Of course they were im- 
mediately: arrested and charged with obtaining 
money by means of a menace. They were after- 
wards taken before Commander W. C. 
Hastings, who sent each of them to gaol for six 
mouths with hacd labour. 

The China Ma#i of April 28th says that notwith- 
standing tle measures taken by the Sanitary Au- 
thorities to prevent the spread of the plague, the 
number of cases reported tothe Sanitary Board 
shows no diminution. The work of cleans¢ 
ing the houses is being carried out by a large 
staff of caolies under Sanitary Inspectors, and a 
number of men who-have volunteered from the 
Police Force and Rifle Brigade. This whiite- 
washing and cleansing is personally superintended 
by Dr. Clark, the Medical Officer. Up to Friday 
last, however, 581 cases of plague. had been re- 
ported since the commencement: of the year, On 
Saturday 15 cases were reported, g in the city, 1 
at Aberdeen, 1 at Tsimsatsui, 2 at Kellett’s Is- 
land, tin the harbour, and 1 at Hungham, The 
number of cases dropped to 4 on Sunday (2 in the 
city and 2 in the harbour). On Monday the num- 
ber rose to-10, all in the city. ‘To-day, the num- 
ber reported up till noon was 11, 2 of which were 
in the harbour, 1 at Coffee Gardens, 1 at Aber- 
deen, leaving 7 cases in the city. Three Euro- 
pean children have died within the last few weeks, 
showing distinct symptoms of bubonic plague. 
Amongst the cases. reported to-day is one of a 
sister of the Italian Convent. It is with deep re- 
gret that we also learn that another European, 


well-known in athletic circles, is amongst the num. 
ber reported to-day. It is not correct, however, as 
stated by the L’Aventy du Tonkin, that a bad 
feature of the present outbreak is that Europeans 
have been attacked in larger numbers than in 1894. 

An English Judge’s telling a convicted prisoner 
that he could sentence him to a term of imprison. 
ment far exceeding his natural life has been re- 
ferred to as a bull, but it is not so very extraordi- 
wary after all. The notorious Lee Lum Kwai was 
sentenced by Judge Smale to penal servitude for 
two lives and a few odd years. When his friends 
agitated for some mitigation of the punishment it 
was suggested that old years might be knocked 
off.—Daily Press. 








THE COLLISION AT WOOSUNG. 
esata eena as 

A terrible collision occurred on the 30th of April 
at Woosung, says the N.-C. Datly News. ‘The 
Onwo, Capt. Slessar, left Shanghai with about 350 
nalive passengers for the River ports at about 1 
a.m., and crossed the bar at about 2.30. When 
off Pheasant Point the Newchwang, Capt. Hards, 
was sighted a little on the starboard bow. 
Shortly after the two vessels collided, the New- 
chwang striking the Onwo on the port bow and 
cutting into her a distance of about ten feet. The 
Onwo filled: and sank within ten minutes of the 
collision and now lies with her head down stream 
in 8 fathoms of water, a short distance below the 
signal station and well over to the Woosung bank 
of the river, There was a strong flood tide run- 
ning atthe time of the accident and the unfor- 
tunate vessel deifted a considerable distance up 
stream before she sank, The U.S. flagship Olym- 
pia at once got her boats into the water and 
picked up several of the native passengers, while a 
number of men were sent down on to some pon- 
toons which were alongside the ship and saved 
many of the passengers as they were swept past 
by the tide. The scene is described by those on 
board the Olympia as fearful in the extreme. 


After the collision the two ships remained along- 
side of each other for a short time exchanging 
enquiries as to the extent of the damage, during 
which time some eight or nine Chinese managed 
to get on board the Newchwang. When the ves- 
sels separated the Newchwang was beached a 
little below Pheasant Point, where she was com- 
pletely high and dry at low water. Shehas a 
large hole in her starboard: bow, extending down 
to the sixsfoot mark. Mr. Cooper, the second 
officer, was on the bridge with the captain and 
pilot at the time of the collision and manag- 
ed to keep himself afloat by means of a buat’s 
rudder until he found himself alongside of the 
Olympia, when a rope was thrown to him and he 
was hauled on board and taken below to the sick 
bay but declined to be put to bed, saying that he 
niust return at once to Shanghai. A carriage was 
placed at his disposal by the officers and he re- 
turned to town, The 2nd engineer, Mr. Small, 
was saved by the crew of the Olympia. When 
rescued he was almost completely exhausted. 
The survivors were treated with the utmost 
kindness by the whole ship’s company of 
the Olympia, everything possible being done 
for them. Dry clothing, and in some cases 
money, was given to them and they were sent up 
to Shanghai in the tug Samson. It is quite im- 
possible to say with certainty how many were on 
board the ill-fated vessel at fhe time, but there 
were probably about 350 passengers besides the 
crew, of whom 75 were saved, making the total 
loss of life about 300. The Olympéa’s people state 
that some boatmen were busily engaged in search- 
ing such of the bodies as came to the surface, 
afterwards throwing them back in the water. The 
body of the chief officer, Mr, E. Keats, was found 
shortly before noon and brought up to Shanghai 
in the Samson. 


Up to the afternoon of May 1st about 70 bodies 
had been recovered, but none of the foreigners, with 
the exception of the chief officer, was among them. 


The Onwa was a screw steamer of 797 tons 
register, built in Dumbarton by Messrs, Denny 
and Co. in 1869 and then named the Petho, but 
owing to some trouble with the native shippers in 
Tientsin, in connection with a collision in the 
Peiho, extensive alterations were made, including 
the addition of a mizen-mast, and her name 
was changed to T7aku, a piece of harmless 
deception which was never discovered by the 
Chinese in Tientsin. She was known by this 
name until April of last year, when she was con. 
verted into a river boat and named the Onwo. 

The names of the foreigners drowned are:— 
Captain J. Slessar, master; Messrs. E. Keats, 
chief officer; R. Scott, pilot; G. Davidson, chief 
engineer; and J. Allen, 3rd engineer. Captain 
Slessar, who only joined the Onwo on Wednesday, 


Google 


leaves a widow, and Mr. Davidson a widow and 
two young children. 

Amongst those lost in the Onwo, says the Shang- 
hal moming journal, was Mr. Nie Loh-su, a 
native pastor of the Foreign Cluistian Missionary 
Society, who was well known and much respected 
amongst the missionary community in Shanghai. 

Numbers of bodies from the wreck of the ill- 
fated steamer continue to be picked up, but 
up to the afternoon of the Ist instamt, noue 
of the foreigners had been found, The body of 
the compradore of the Onwo was picked up off 
the mouth of the Hongkew Creek, and that of a 
woman was found wear the Arsenal, having been 
carried up from Woosung by the tide. The bodies 
which had been recovered and laid out on the 
bank of the river have been stripped of their cloth. 
ing by the native villagers. Mr. Sze, a wealthy 
native silk merchant, took down at hisown expenses 
four large boatloads of coffins and clothing to 
Woosung. He also took several native photogra- 
phers with him, intending to have each body 
photographed separately to facilitate identifica. 
tion, ‘This is rather interesting. as showing that 
some at least of the Chinese are adapting theme 
selves to foreing methods and ideas. 

Ms. Morton, the diver, was to go down to 
Woosung on the 2nd to make a preliminary ex- 
amination of the wreck with a view to the salving 
of the cargo and the recovery of the bodies which 
are supposed to be in the cabins. No hopes are 
entertained of the possibility of raising the sunken 
vessel, and, as she is a serious obstruction to 
navigation where she now lies, it is probable that 
she will have to be blown up. 

The Newchwang was got off with the assistance 
of two tugs on May, Ist and went up under her 
own steam to Messrs. Boyd and Co.’s wharf, at 
Shanghai. After the damage, which is very ex- 
tensive, has been surveyed, she will go into dock 
for repairs. 


LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


_——-_o—__——- 
(ReutTgsr’s ‘Japan Matt” Seecrat Service.) 


London, May 1. 

The French Chamber of Deputies has voted 
a motion of approval of the new Cabinet by a 
majority of forty-six in a full house. 

The Orange Free State Volksraad has voted 
for an increase of artillery and the purchase of 
four million rounds of ammunition. 

London, May 4. 

The acquittal of Major Lothaire has been 
confirmed. The English press is indignant at 
the verdict, and declare that the matter must 
not be allowed to rest. 


It is stated that after the coronation of the 
Czar, H.E. Li Hung-chang will visit the Courts 
of the Treaty Powers, partly with a view to ob- 
taining an increase of from 5 to 8 per cent. on 
the import duties now levied at the Treaty ports 
of China. 


A Treaty of Commerce between Japan and 
Sweden has been signed at Stockholm. 














(‘‘SpgciaL” TELEGRAM TOTHE “ Japan MAIL.”) 


Hakodate, May 4. 
The sealing schooner Macdonald has arrived 
here with 333 skins. 
Kobe, May s. 
The steamer Menmuir was floated this 
morning at half-past two. 


(Reuter's Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘* Japan 
Herald,” the ie ce Gagette,’’ an. other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 
London, May 5. 
The Transvaal Volksraad has been opened. 
In his speech, President Kruger hoped for the 
assistance of the Assembly in developing the 
prosperity of the Transvaal which, he said, had 
been interrupted by Dr. Jameson’s raid. Fo- 
reign relations, he added, were friendly, and the 
Transvaal and Orange Free State were now 
discussing the question of a closer union. 


(From tas “N.-C. Dairy News.’’) 
London, April 24. 
The Right Hon. Sir M. Hicks-Beach, Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, has stated that the 
Government has not provided for any great 
expenditure for military operations. He said 
that the Chartered Company will pay the ex- 
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penses incurred in Matabeleland, and that the 
Nile expedition is purely an Egyptian matter, 
though it was possible that Great Britain might 
incur some small charge. He further stated 
that the Government was determined not to re- 
peat the folly of 1884. 

Speaking in the House of Commons, the 
Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, stated that Great Britain must 
be paramount in South Africa, and that she will 
resist at all risks and all costs any foreign in- 
terference. 

He also stated that it was not intended, save 
in the case of an unexpected emergency, to 
send a large British force to South Africa, as 
the Colonists would resent the imputation that 
they were unable to take care of themselves in 
the presence of a native rising. 

London, April 27. 

The Dutch are sending to Acheen two batta- 
lions of infantry, and some cavalry, mountain 


artillery, and engineers. 
London, April 28. 


H.E. Li Hung-chang met with an imposing 
reception on his arrival in Odessa. 
London, April 30. 
There is no news from Kassala, but it is learnt 
that the Shoans are closely investing Adigrat. 
The result of the Two Thousand Guineas 
Stakes is :— 
Mr. Leopold de Rothschild’s Saint Frusquin...1 
Mr. Hamar Bass’s Love Wisely... ... see ceever eee 2 
The Duke of Westminster's Labrador .,.,.......3 
London, May 1. 
Telegrams from Brussels state that Major 
Lothaire has been acquitted. 
The evidence at the trial of the Reform Com- 
mittee in Pretoria has proved the complicity of 
Colonel Rhodes in Dr, Jameson’s raid. 


(From “ Le Courrier pr Satcon.’’) 
Paris, April 15. 

King Menelik, in view of the refusal of the 
Italian Government to negotiate a treaty of 
peace, is preparing to fight for the complete 
autonomy of his kingdom. He has sent three 
thousand captives of the Italian army into the 
interior of Abyssinia; great mortality is reported 
amongst the captives, 





Paris, April 16. 
Numerous Consul-Generals have given ex- 
pression to their opinions against the proposed 
income tax. 
Paris, April 17. 
A fight has taken place near Tokar between 
the Egyptian advance guard and the dervishes. 
About thirty dervishes and twenty Egyptians 
were killed. 


(From tue JaPanese Papers.) 
Ninsen, May 4. 
The signs of an alliance between Japan and 
Great Britain are making their appearance in 
Korea. Mr. Hillier, British Consul-General 
has removed to Ninsen on the plea of ill-health. 
The work on the Séul-Ninsen Railway will 
commence in April next, and itis to be com- 


pleted in one year. 
Fusan, May 6. 


The Chokai left here this morning for an un- 
certain destination, 

Fusan, May 7. 

The Governors of Song-ju and Sang-ju have 
dispatched officials to subdue the excitement 
caused among residents between S6ul and 
Fusan in connection with the proposed railway 
between the two places. 

Soul, May 7. 

Pak Song-Kui, Vice-Minister of War, has 
resigned, and the position has been given to 
Yuen Ung-yol. , 

The Korean Government are expelling the 
Royal Guards who formerly belonged to the 
Kunren-tai. 

Nagasaki, May 7. 

The French cruiser A/ger arrived here to-day. 

Osaka, May 7. 

A sharp shock of earthquake was left here at 
6.36 a.m. to-day. The vertical motion was very 
severe, and residents ran from their houses. 

Kyoto, May 7. 
_ Astrong earthquake occurred here this morn- 
ing, but no lives were lost. 
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CHESS, 
| 


(All Comraunications to be addressed to the Cuaas Eviror.) 


The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed fos 


the off-season, and re-opens on Thursday, Ist 
October, 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
évery Friday from 1 p.m, to 7 p.m. 





SotuTion of ProBLem No, 227. 


WHITE. BLACK, 

i—B to R sq. 1—R takes B 
2—Q to Kt 4, mate 

1—Q takes B 
2—Q takes QO, mate 

1i—RtoQ5 
2—Kt to B 3, mate 

I—RtoB5 
2—K to Kt 5, mate. 

1—Rto Kts 
2—Q takes R, mate 

1—Ktto BS 


2—R takes Kt, mate. 
Cum multis altis. 
Correct answers from Shogi, W.D.C., J.D., 
W.H.S.,’and W.d.H. 
E.J.K.—Out of it again! Bto K 5 for a Key- 
move will not work if Black plays I—Kt to B 5- 


Prostem No. 229. 


By Henry A. Woon. 


(Awarded fourth prize in Problem Tourney of 
Brighton Society.) 
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White to play and mate in two moves. 
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Sypney Cuess Crus. 

The curtain dropped on Monday (March 16th), 
on a most interesting contest. Messrs. Wallace 
and Hall played their final game in the presence 
of a number of interested onlookers. Victory 
smiled on Mr. Hall, who should be proud of his 
success against so many strong opponents. Mr, 
Wallace deserves credit for his plucky fight; but 
the odds—P and move—are more than he can 
yield to Mi. Hall, who won 4 out of the 5 games. 
The score appeats below:— 

Game No. 48o. 
REMOVE BLACK’S KB P. 
WHITE, BLACK. 


G. B. Hall. E. N. Wallace. 
1—PtoK4 e i—O Ki to B3 
2—-Pw O04 2—Pto K4 
3—Kti to K B3 3—O to K 2 (a) 
4—P takes P 4—Kt takes P 
5— Kt takes Kt (b) 5~Q lakes Kt 
6—B to O 3 6—Ktito BZ 
7—O to K2 7—Bto B4 
8—Kt to B3 8—Castles 
9—B tw K 3 (c) o—B takes B 

10o—Q takes B 1o—Kt to Kt 5 
11—O to Kt 3 11—O to K R 4 (d) 
12—Castles K R (e) 12—Kito K 4 
13—B to K 2 13—O to K 5q. 
14—Kt to Q 5 (!) 14—K to Kt sq. 
15—Kt takes P 15—O to K2 
16—KttoQ 5 16—Q to K 3 
17—PtoK B4 17—Kt to B3 
18—B to 03 188—O to QO3 

19—Q R to O sq. (f) 19—O to B 4 ch. 
20— K to R sq. 20—P to QO 3 
21—PwBs5 21—K to R sq. 
22—P to B 3 (g) 22—Krto K 4 
23—-P to O Ki 4 23—0 to B3 

24—O to R4 24—O to K sq. (h) 
25—F to B 6 (i) 25—B io K 3 (j) 
26—P takes P ch. 26—K take» P 
27—R takes R 27—O takes R 
28—R io K Bsq. (!) 28—O to O sq. 


29—B to K B 2 (k) 
30—K to Kt sq. 
31—O to K B sq. 


29—Ki to K 7 (!) 
30—Ki to B § ch, (I) 
31—Q to R6 


32—O to Kt 5 ch. 32—K to R sq. 

33—Q to B 6 ch. 33—K to Kt sq. 
34—Kt to K 7 ch. 34—Q takes Kt 
35—Q takes O 35—Resigns. 

(*) Not as good as P takes P. 

(b) An unwise exchange, as it moves Black’s Q from a bad 


spot toa good one. s—Kt to B 3 was the right play- 
¥} White properly opposes the dangerous B, 
a) Anerror. Q to K 3 was best. 
(e}) A sin of omission, e.g-, 12—B to K e—P toQ 3, 
R3,and wins the Kt 
(£) Menacing P to K s, &c, 
(g) Intending P to Q Kt 4, &c. 
th) Best in the circumstances. 
bee strong stroke shatters Black’s defence. 
I 


13—P to EK 


) Taking the P ciearly loses. 
) The only move. 
) The Kt has been wel! managed. 


Tue “ Cuess MontTHLy.” 


This magazine for March contains a portrait of 
the celebrated tiungarian player Joseph Szen. 
Little is known of his personal history, but he was 
undoubtedly a player of the first rank, and one of 
the greatest exponents of the most difficult branch 
of chess—the Pawn endings, His ‘ Three Pawn 
Endings,” the Chess Monthly says, is undoubtedly 
the most intricate study of all endings, and em- 
bodies the whole theory of pawn endings. Any one 
who has mastered this ending is armed with all the 
knowledge of this necessary branch of the game. 

The following is Szen’s Position :— 

BLACK. 
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WHITE, 

With correct play the player moving first wins, 
1—K to K 2 (a) 1—K to 22 (b) 
2—K to B 3 (c) 2—K to B3 
3g—-P tw R4 3—PtoR 4 
4—Pto B4 4—Pto B4 
5—K to Kt 3 5—K to Kt 3 
6—P to Kt 4 6—P to Kt 4 
7—P to R§ ch. 7—K to R3 
8—PtoB5 8—P to R 5 ch. fd) 
9—K to R 3 9—PtoB5 (e) 

10—P to B 6 10—P to B6 

11—P to Kt 5 ch. 11—K to R2 

12—P to B7 12—P to Kt 5 ch. 

13—K takes Kt P 13—P to B 7 


14—P to B$(Q) 14—Pto B8 (Q) 


15—P to Kt 6 mate. 

(a) This is the only move to win; anything else would have 
drawn e.g. 

1—Pto R4 PtoR4 6—K to Ka Pto Kt4 
2a—PsjoRs KtoQa2 Kto Bs PtoR6 
g—PtoKt4 Kto83 —KtoKt3 PtoKts 
4—? to R6 K to Kt3 9—K toRa KtoRa 
s—PtoKts PtoRS 


The player who first plays his unmoved Pawn will lose, be- 
cause his adversary will gain the move by advancing his unmoved 
Pawn either one or two squares. As, therefore, each will play 
the King only, the game will be drawn, If Black at his first 
move in this variation were to move the King, he would not 
take proper advantage of the error of White’s first move. 

(b) He might = y =. 

to 


Io nceee | s-KtoR 3 PtoBs 

o—K to B3 Pto Kt4 6—K to Kt4 KtoQs 

3—-P to k4 PtoRs5 y—P toRs K to B3 

4—KtoKt4 PtoBg4ch. 8—P to B4 and the Pawn 
will Queen, 


(c) The variations are inexhaustible, but those given here will 
show the principle of ‘he play. Here there might occur :— 
a—PtoR4 Ktok3 6—P tu Bs K to Kt 4 
K to Kt4 ge eal PtoRs5 
ef Pto Kt, PtoR4 K to Kt 4, stopping the 
s—PtoB4gch. KtoR3. Black Pawns, and throwing the 
move upon Black, who must then lose. 
In this variation Black might vary as follow :— 





ee: PtoR4 7—K toR 3 PtoBs 

4—K to B3 PtoRs5 8—KtoKt4 KtoKts3 
s—KtoKt4 PtoKt4 9—P to Bs and Black cannot 
o—P to B P to B4ch, stop the White Pawns. 

(ajlf 8... K to Kt 4, White will bring Black’s Pawn to a 
“an” and the Black King must depart from Kt 4. 

e 
o—_«. K to Kt4 ne. PtoBs 
ro—K to Ra Pto Kts ra—IX to Kt sq. 


Game No. 481. 


A pretty encounter between two leaders at the 
Surrey and Hants match :— 


FRENCH DEFENCE, 


WHITE. BLACK, 
J. H. Blake. A. Howell. 

1i—PtwK4 I—Pto K3 
2—-PwQ4 2—P to 04 
3—0 Ki to B3 3—K Ki to B3 
4—PtoK 5 4—K Kt to Q2 
5—P to B4 5—PtoQ Bq 
6—P takes P 6—K takes B P (a) 

_7—Ki wo B3 7—PwQR3 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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8—B to QO 3 8—Kt takes B ch I 
° 9—R to K sq. (d) 19—O to BG 16—Q to B2 6—Kt 
QO—P takes Kt 9—B to Kt 5 (b) 20—B io K 3 20-Q w Bs ok toK B3 ; = oy 3 
sag ace ‘ 10—B takes Kt .21—R to Q sq. 21—R to Q sq. 18—Kt to Kt s a to Kt rs 
aa : = ee | 22—R takes R ch. 22—K takes R 1990 to be 3 19—PtoK RZ 
13— to 3° ap ce - = 23—- to sq. ch. 23—K to B sq. 20— to 6 20—P takes Ku 
14—P takes Pe a Rk 45 24—PtoK R3 24—Q to O Kt 5 21—P to K7 21—Rto K B3 
5—O Rito K cae cae as B 25—Q to B3 25—Rto Kt2 22—B takes P 22—R takes P. 
16—Et two K 3G: I5S—At to B 3 26—Q takes Q B P 26—O takes Ki P 23—O takes P 23—Rto K3 
en a 5 aa, to ne 27—Ktto Kis 27—O takes K P 24—O to B7 ch. 24—K to R 2 
13—P +6 3 a re Q (4 28—Q to K 8 ch. 28—K to Kt 2 25—Kt 0 Q 2 25—R takes P 
Sac in hs I kK toK 2 29—Kt takes R P 29—O to R 8 ch. 26—O to R 5 ch. 20—K to Kt sq. 
9— 3 19—Kt to B4 30—K to R2 o—Q to K 4 ch. 27—B takes R 27—B take 
20—Rto R P K 3 4 7 7 B takes B 
op - ke mee? to = 3 31—K to Kt sq. lack draws by 28—QO R to K sq. 28—B to B3 
22—BtoB Ay ae ss Kis 5 perpetual check. 29—RK takes B 29—P takes R 
23—O to K Kt 2 23—R to b) A very atrong move inter, eapeciatiy it followed by Rte Q| 30 to Kt 6 ch. 30—Kt to B sq. 
24—K to R 6 oes a a *% Whi the immediate loss of the exchange. 31—Q takes P ch, 31—B to B 2 
. c i uldn ' — i 
25—PtoK R4 25—O to Kt 2 bad the better game at once, played ne B 5,a0d would have} 32 to K7 and wins, 
I9—Fr to ‘ H ° 
on = = a ae 7 2) 3 bullsistoldeeyaue ee Game No. 487. 
28—P to R Ap oe _—_——— Played in the recent New Zealand Cungiess by 
PiB 5) 28—P takes P Here follows a string of games from the Weekly | ‘He first prize winner, 
rs ate ci Ke6 29--R to K B2 Times. (CENTRE COUNTER GAMBIT.) 
3T—R takes Kt P kK etl Game No. 484. ; Mr ‘W. Meldrum Mr ripe 
32—Kt takes R Be RHinhe. Priore skirmish at odds in Paris, fiom La ae to me I—P 0 04 me 
There is no h , 2—P tak _ 
efeztnersin.ng harg to make hie captor, The pawn canoo REMOVE WHITE'S K Kr. 3—P te O4 eat 
rel?) It was agaiost the Principles to exchange the powerful de- WSITE. BLACK. 4—P takes P —B takes P 
nsive B for the Kt, leaving Q B of White free to uperate by D. Janowski. M. Friedmann. 4 lakes 
way of R 3. To this the loss of the game may, in fact, be largely 1—-P to 04 1i—-PwQ4 5—-PtoQ B3 5—B 0 03 
attributed. 2—P tO B4 aK to Q B3 — wr 3 6—Kt to B3 
3—-P to K 3 —Ktt 7—-BtoK Kts5 —Castles 
Game No. 482. 4—P takes P = eka 3 8—B takes Kt 8-9 takes B 
FOUR KNIGATS GAME. 5—Kt to Q B3 5—O to QO sq. 9—PtoO5 g—B to K Kt 5 
ss BL of ene 6—PtoK B4 6—P to K 3 10—P takes Kt 10—K R to K sq. ch. 
.W. . H. Gunston 2B és P t1—Bto K2 11-—-B takes K 
(North London). (Cambridge). 7 Q3 7—PtcOR3 Caen akes Kt 
I—Ptwo K 4 1—-PtoK4 8—Castles 8—B to re] 3 8 ia la - B 12—Q takes K B P 
2—Kt to K B3 2—Kt to K B 3 9—B to O02 9—Castles a to B sq. 13—R to K 3 
3—Ki to B3 3—Kt to B3 10—R to O B sq. 10—B to Q 2 4—Klt to Q 2 14—O to R4 
4—B to Kt 5 4—Bto Kt5 11—R to KB3 1i—Kt to K 2 15—Kt to B4 15—Q R to K sq. 
5—Castles 5—Castles 12—P to K4 12—B to Ki.5 16—Kt to K 3 16—O to R5 
6—Kt to O 5 (a) 6—Kt takes Kt 13—PtwK5 13—Kt to K sq. 17—K to Q 2 17—B to B5 
7—P takes Kt 7—P to K § (b) 14—B takes P ch. 14—K takes B 18—K to B 2 18—B takes Kt 
8—P takes Kt 8—O P takes P 15—Kt to K 4 15—B takes B 19—P takes B 19—R takes K P 
oe a oo Q—P takes Kt ae to Rj3ch. 16—K to Ke sq. 20—B to 5 3 20—Q takes P ch. 
10—B takes 10—B to QO 3 (d) 17—R to R 8 ch. 17—K takes R 21 toQ 2 21—R to K7 
11—P t0 O4 11—B to K 3 (e) Rf to R § ch. 18—K to Kt sq, 22—B takes R 22—R takes B 
12—0O to O 3 a to 2 2 I9—Kt to Kt 5 and White wins. a bird Qs: 23-0 eon 4 
13—-B to Kh 4 13—P t to —Tf takes 24—R takes O ch. 
Bt 83 SOBs Game No. 485. 25—R takes R 25—O to K 2 
15—P to Q Kt 3 1I5—O R tw QO sq. A Two Knights’ Game, played by correspan- 26—R (B sq.) to Q sq. and wins. 
aa 4 ~~ 16—P to B 5 (f) dence in Denmaik, 1895. (Tidsskrift for Skak.) 
17— to K sq. 17—BtoK Bg ITE. : . peas 
a ee 4, 18—O to R4 Aage Meyer. A, Laurpen MAIL STEAMERS. 
19~-Bt es k 1—PtoK4 I—P to i 
sae : KB 3 a Re a—Kt to KB 3 2—Kt to ‘B 3 - Pee tek NEXT MAIL IS DUR 
eae = anct rom America i... O. *&0.Co. T F : 
avi R ~e * op - e Kn) Bre sie 5 = Pied y 3 pee eg aes per B. M. Co. : Thatsds) Moy eett 
= ; = pane poe Hongk a eteunen » D. Llo : 
ent ees eR eked STP to Be 4 | from Hongkong": per P.O. Co. Sunday May gtk 
ee e 0 0’ . 
25—K Rto K2 25—R to Kt 3 (k) 7—P takes P 7—P takes P _ Hongkong " spina .perM.M.Co. Wed'day, May soth. 
26— taker QP (ch. 26K to B 4. Letnee ; eae ok : 3 from Hongkong. pec C.PLRLCo, Thareday: Mas oath. 
—_ . —_— Oo sq. , ee 
28—R to K 8 (ch.) a6 _R takes R 10—Kt to K 5 10o—Q to B2 * Gaelic left San Francisco on April agth. + City of Peking left 
29—R takes R (ch.) -29—B to B sq. 11—P to K Bg 11—B to QO 3 ioe on May sth. % Hohenxollern left Hongkong on 
30—Q to O 5 (ch.) 30—Resigns. 12—P to Q 4 12—Castles ———_ 
(a) There is no advatage to be gained for White by this man- 13—P to B 3 13--P to B4 kes THE NEKT AAI I Baves 
@uvre, (6) P to Q $s preferable, 14—Kt to R 3 14—P to Q R 3 Vor Victoria, B.C....... per N. #. Co. Tuesday, May reth. 
al) Phila biy esily equalises the game. Black, however, could Is—Kt to B 2 is—R to Q Ki sq. ioscne vil ea: per # M. Co. Thuraday, May rgth. 
(es whites Pah ee rae 16—Castles 9 _ 16—P takes Q P a Sempre 5 sapati per N,U.tloyd Saturday, May 16th, 
‘o 4 is preferable. 8 time to move the bishup 17—Kt takes 17— Kt to Q 4 : ibe dhivehi nang: ” i 
Woe The blokes seldom tesla comfortable cn K 4: 18—Kt to B 2 18—=Kt takes K B P Fora metice Dee ceca nee 0. har Co. catncdne aaey card 
losses cacy caso mmemmemmesensrer POR GT ag Rushes Hi, ao Bikey | Oe ooteeee age wits “Senden! Me om 
(g) Black’s intention was to bring his Q R onthe KKtfile,| 20—Rto R4 20—P to B 4 For Canada, &c. ..... per. PLR. Co. Friday, ay opt. ; 
but Oise move cats both waves: Faas 21—Ktto K 3 21—B tu Kt 2 For Victoria, B.C....... per O.R. & N.Co. Wed'day, June grd. 
mand of White's bishop and White's rooks, Rto © Res was a peat ab 8 B _ 
f. Pe — ” 
(i). An excellent rejoinder. P to Q Kt 4 could also have been 24—R to O Kt sq. 24—O to Kt 3 ch. LATEST SHIPPING. 
played, thus showing how dangerously Black had exposed his 25-—K io sq 25—P to K6 ee” anes 
ame. ’ : 
. (k) This is fatal. He should have given up the exchange by B| 20—-B to B 3 26—B to K 2 ARRIVALS. 
to B 4. 27—-RtoR5 27—Q0 to K Kt 3 Braemar, British steamer, 1,876, Porter, 2nd May, 


Game No. 483. 
Played by correspondence Nov.-Dec., 1895. 


RUY LOPEZ. 
WHITE. BLACK. 

E. P, Sharp W. M. Brooke 

(Reading). (Hampstead). 
1—P to K 4 1—PtoK4 
2—Kt to KB3 2—Kt 10 0 B3 
3—B to Kt 5 3—Kt to B 3 
4—Castles ° 4—Kt takes P 
5—Fw oa 5—B to K2 
6—O toK 2 6—Kt to O03 
7-—B takes Kt 7—Kt P takes B 
ee takes P 8—Kt to Kt 4 
g—Kt to B 3 o—Kt to B 4 (a 
10—Kt to O 4 (b) 10—B to R 3 
t1<-O to Kt 4 11—B takes R 
12—O takes Kt P 12—K R to B sq. 
13—K takes B 13—Kt to K 3 
14—Kt takes Kt (c) 14—Q P takes Kt 
15=B to R6 I—O to O5 
1 to Kt 3 160—BtoR 5 
17—Q0 to B3 17—-Q toO Bsch. 
18K to Kt sq. 18—R to K Kt sq. 


28—R takes I<t (a) 28—Q takes R & wins. 


(a) White’s game was rather bad, but it was better to play R 
to R sq. If then Q takes R, Kt to B 6 ch. would win the queen 


Gams No. 486. 
A very well played consultation game, contested 


at Nuremberg. 
(PONZIANI'S OPBNING.) 


WHITE. BLACK. 
J. Obquist and M. Kirschner. Dr. Tarrasch, 
1—Pto K4 1—PtoK4 
2—Kt to K B 3 SE apn 
3—P to B3 3—Kt to K B 3 
4—P to O04 4—P tekes P 
5—P takes P 5—P t0o0 4 
6—PtoK 5 6—Kt to K 5 
7—Bto Kits 7—-Bto K2 
8—Castles 8——-Castles 
g—Kt to K sq. 9—-PtoK B4 
10—P to B 3 10—KXt takes GP 
11—P takes Kt 11—Kt takes 


12—P takes P 12—B to B4ch. 


13—K to R sq. 13—P to B 3 
14—P to O 6 14—-Bto K3 
I5—-PtoOR4 15—Kt to B 2 
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—Glasgow and Liverpool viA ports, Kobe rst 
May, General.—Dod well, Carlill & Co. 

Amarapoora, British steamer, 1,619, W. D. 
Cameron, 3rd May,—Antwerp roth February, 
General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, 3rd May,—Vancouver, B.C., 20th Apzsil, 
om" and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway 

0. 

Benlawers, British steamer, 1,483, Webster, 4th 
May,—Antwerp and London via ports, Kobe 3rd 
May, General.—Cornes & Co. 

Ceylon, British steamer, 2,734, C. FE. Baker, 4th 
May,—London via ports, 7th March, General. 
P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 4th 
Mas oHolgkonp viA ports, 25th April, Mails 
and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Salvadova, Spanish steamer, 978, Ramon, 4th 
May,—Manila, Sugar.—Browne & Co. 

Natal, French steamer, 4,038, Verron, 5th May,— 
Marseilles 2gth March, Hongkong 26th April, 
Shanghai 1st May, and Kobe 4th, Mails and 
General.—-Messageries Maritimes Co. 
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Harrow, British steamer, 1,910, R. J. Seager 
Smith, 5th May,—London via ports, and Kobe 
3rd May, General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Glengyle, British steamer, 2,244, McGilviey, 6th 
May,—New York vid ports, Singapore gth April, 
and Kobe 4th May, General.—Jardine, Mathe- 
son & Co. 

City of Rio de Ffaneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wm. Ward, 6th May,—San Francisco 16th 
April, vid Honolulu 24th, Mails aud General.— 
P. M.S.S. Co. 

Deike Rickmers, German steamer, 2,314, Siegel, 
6th May,—Hamburg vid ports, and Kobe 5th 
May, General.—Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Knight of St. Fohn, British steamer, 2,347, A. J. 
Billett, 6th May, —Bombay via ports, and Kobe 
sth May, General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
7th May,—Hongkong via ports, 29th April, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 


































































DEPARTURES. 


Cormoran, German gunboat, Captain Brinkmann, 
3rd May,—Nagasaki. 

Sydney, French steamer, 3,450, Aubert, 3rd May, 
—Shanghai vid Kobe, Mails and General.— 
Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Evato, German steamer, 1,926, T. Ostermann, 

"4th May,—Hongkong vid Kobe, General.— 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Glenogil, British ship, 2,193, J. R. Stevenson, 4th 
May,—Roya! Roads, Ballast.—T. M. Laffin. 
Empress of Fapan British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, 4th May,—Hongkong via ports, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Kaiser (15), German flagship, Captain Faeschke, 
4th May,—Nagasaki. 

Tai Yuan, British steamer, 1,459, R. Nelson, Sth 
May,—Australia and New ealand, vid Kobe 
and Hongkong, General.—Butte: field & Swire. 

Fava, British steamer, 2,733, P. Ws Case, 5th 
May,—London vid ports, Mails and General.— 
P. & O.S.N. Co. 

Braemar, British steamer, 1,876, Porter, 5:h May, 
—Mororan, General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
Ulysses, British steamer, 2,300, Grive, 6th May,— 

London vid ports, General.— Butter field & Swire. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 6th 
May,—San Francisco, Mails and General.—O. 
& O.S.S. Co. 

Glenearn, British steamer, 1,409, W. Murray, 6th 
May,—London and Antwerp, via ports, Gene- 
ral.——Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Invertay, British steamer, 810, Airth, 7th May,— 
Mororan, Ballast.—H: Garrout. 

City of Rio de Faneivo, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wm. Ward, 8th May,—Hongkong vid Naga- 
saki, Mails and General.—P. M.S.S. Co. 

Salvadova, Spanish steamer, 978, Ramon, 8th 
May,—Manila vid Japan ports, General.— 
Browne & Co. 

Empress of {ndia, British steamer, 3,003, H. Pybus, 
8th May,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and Gene- 
ral.—Cawadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Benlawers, British steamer, 1,483, Webster, 8th 
May,—Hongkong vid Kobe, General.—Cornes 
& Co. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, from 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Mr: and Mrs. Alford, two 
children and servants, Mr. T. Ashton, Mr. T. M. 
Barnard, Professor Biles, Miss Biles, Mr. Geo. 
Bowack, Mr. Delacamp, Mrs. Dunbar, Mr. Edwin 
Eddison, Surgeon Liewt.-Colonel Evatt, Mr. S. 
Fujita, Mr. C. E. George, Mr. Jot Gittins, Mr. 
Chas. E. Gordon, Mr. W. M. Greig, Mr. R. Greig, 
Mr. H. Goto, Mr. A. H. Groom, Mr. K. Iwahara, 
Mr. S. Kitamura, Mr. L. Lombard, Mrs. C. K. 
M. Martin, Miss Manning, Mr. T. Matsumoto, 
Mr. J. B. Rentiers, Mr. H Schlee, Mc. Warten 
B. Smith and servant, Mr. and Mrs. Scarisbrick, 
Mr. R. Sano, and Mr. S. Yamanaka in cabin; 8 
passengers in second class, and 60 passengers in 
Asiatic steerage. 


Per British steamer Ceylon, from London via 
ports :—Miss McRae and Mr. Ball in cabin. 


Per British steamer Belgic, from Hongkong via 
ports :—Mrs. J. E.S. Mason, Mrs. N. E. Dreas, 
Mr. F. C. Fletcher, Mr, and Mrs. Reid, Me. B. 
Guggenheim, Mrs. J. Guggenheim, Miss R. 
Guggenheim, Mr. Thomas Dodenport, Mr. R. 
Shewan, Mr. Louis J. Jessop, Mrs. M. E. Paul 
and baby, Miss H. Leckey, Mr. Leong Si Yung, 
and Mr. Cheoug Song and servant incabin. For 
San Francisco:—Mr. E. J. Bates, Mr. W. H. 
Decker, Lieut. J. E. Crawthen, Mr. Walter Jones, 
Mr. Fung Num Pat, and Cant, A. J. Lowell in cabin. 

Per American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
from San Francisco vid Honolulu :—Lieut. and 


Google 


Hongkong vid ports:—Mr. F. Shaw, Mr, E. 
Sanders, Mr. 
hold, Captaipy McEllioney, Mr. D. Steadman, 
Miss Boyes, Misses Jackson (2), Mrs. Coxon, 
Mr. H. F. Sammon, Mr. G. Guerin, Mes. Huot, 
Mr. J. Galand, Mr. and Mis. Heidorn, Mr. T. S. 
Tyng, Mes. T. Monteggia, Count C. d’Orzezko, 
Mr. R. Windisch, Miss Daum, Captain Millet, 


Lieut. G. P. Bouten, Mi. 
Crowther, Mr. W. H. Decker, Miss Douglas, Mr. 
Chas. F. Fearing, Mr. Fung Nam Pak, Mr. F. 
C. Fletcher, Mr. J. E. Hammond, Mr. W. Jones, 


Mrs. W. D. Rose, U.S.N., Lieut. and Mis. Stokel 
Morgan, U.S.N., and child, Lieut. W. G. Miller, 
U.S.N., Mr. O. H. Oliverson, Rev. and Mr# J. 
H. Judson and 2 children, Mr. S. Mass, Mr. Fred. 
Raudoll, Miss Bessie Noyes, Mr. W. R. P. Free- 
land, Mr. and Mrs. M, D. Rothschild, Mr. Thos. 
E. Evans, and Mrs. Veedenberg in cabin. 


Per British steamer Empress of India, from 


R. H. P. Burder, Mr. W. T. Arn- 


Mr. N. J. Stabb, Mr. H. P. Parkes, Miss Dawlery, 


Mrs. Cassum and 2 children, Dr. and Mrs. G. S. 
Grant and child, Mr. L. Spitzel, Mr. S. Spitzel, 


Mr. F. A. Harris, Mr. E. Hay, Me. and Mrs, 


Olivier, Mr. Olivier, Mrs. R. E. Abbey, Miss 
Laltimore and child, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison, 
Captain Bassett, Mr. A. Levy, Mr. R. J. Kirby, 


Mr. K. Noda, Me. Tideman, Captain Enzel, 


1.G.N., Mr. H. Kennedy, Mes. Roth and child, 
Miss Roth, Mr. J. C. Lyon, and Mc. W. F. Burns 
in cabin; 4 passengers in second class, 7 seamen 
R.N., and 542 passengers in steerage. 


DEPARTBD. 
Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for 


Hongkong vid ports: —Mr. A. Klobukowski, Mrs. 
Klobukowski and infant, Mr. H. O. Delacamp, 
Mr. Geen, M:. Pocklington, Mr. A. Macondray, 
Mr¢. Layard’s nutse and child, Mr. F. S. Goodi- 
son, and Dr. Swan in cabin; Mr, Chang Ching 
Fuk and Mr. Graef's servant in second class, and 
Mrs. Klobukowski’s 3 native servants, Mr. Ten 
Yow, and Mr. Cheong Foo in steerage. 


Per British steamer Belgic, for San Francisco :— 


E. J. Bates, Lieut. 


Mr. E. Lincoln, Me. W. Lawson, Captain A. J. 


Lowell, Mt. Wm. A. Mosscrop, Mrs. Ogden, Mr. 


E. W. Ogden, Mrs. Wan. Ortwin and 3 children, 
Rev. and Mrs. C. W. Price and 2 children, Me. 


G. Rosenthal, Mr. and Mrs. H. H. Raphael and 
maid, Mr. and Mrs. 


J. P. Robertson, Mr, and 
Mrs. J. C. Scott, Captain A. G. Thomson, and 
Lord Henry ‘Thynne and servant in cabin, 


Per British steamer Empress of Indta, for Van- 


couver, B.C.:—Mrs. R. E. Abbey, Captain J. G 


H. Balfour, Mr. T. W. Barron, Mrs. T. Ww. 


Barron, Captain T. Bassett, Mr. Daniel Baugh, 


Mrs. Daniel Baugh, Mr. Frederick Betz, Mr. de 


Boisonbin, Mrs. de Boisonbin, the Hon, Canon 
Bouverie, Hon. S. P. Bouverie, Rev. Buchanan, 
Mrs. Buchanaw and 2 children, Mr. W. F. Burns, 
Ear! Cairns, Mc. S. W. Cartwright, Mrs. Cossenn 
and2children, Mr. J. Coults, Mc. Egerton Culter, 
Mrs. Egerton Cutler, Mr. R. T. Denne, Miss J. 
E. Dobie, Mr. B. A. Dobson, Miss Douw, Miss 
Dowling, Mr. J. E. Du Bois, Mr. Dunbar, Mrs. 
Dunbar and child, Captain Engel, Mr. J. G. 
Farrar, Colonel Fenner, Mrs. Fenner, Mr. J. H. 
Ferguson, Mr. J. Ferguson, Miss Ferguson, Rev. 


G. K. Finlay, Mr. W. A. L. Fletcher, Mr. E. B.j- 


Francis, Mr. F. P. Gay, Mrs. J. J. Grant, Mes. 
W. G. Grant, Dr. J. S. Grout, Mrs. J. S. Grout 
and child, Mr. A. Low Green, Mr. Griffiths, Mr. 
J. S. Guthrie and valet, Mc. J. T. Hamilton, Mr. 
F. A. Harris, Mr. F. J. Hecker, Miss Hecker, 
Mr. E. Hey, Colonel ]. Hill, Mc. F. Holland, Mr. 
Carl Illies, Mr. H. Kennedy, Dr. Knott, Mis. 
Knott, Master Knott, Miss Lattimore and child, 


Miss H. Lecky, Mr. John Lees, Consul! Von Loe- 


per, Mrs. L. Vow Loeper, Mc. G. W. A. Lloyd, 
Mrs. Low, Mr. S. M. Low, Mes. F. Lyle and 
servant, Mr. J. Crawford I.yon, Mr. Marcel, Mrs. 
Marcel, Dr. R. N. McCosh, Mr. D. Miller, Cap- 
tain Millet, Mr. W. F. Mitchell, Mrs. W. F. 
Mitchell, Miss Winifred Mitchell, Mr. Lingard J. 
Monk, Mrs. Lingard J. Monk, Mr. J. Moore, 
Mr. W. J. Morris, Major G, J. Morrison, Mrs. G. 

. Morrison, Mc. T. Murata, Mr. J. M. Nicholson, 

r. E. Olivier, Mrs. E. Olivier, Mr. M. Olivier, 
Mr. A. A. Orme, Mr. H. R. Parkes, Mr. F. F. 
Prentiss, Me. L. E. Reed, Mrs. L. E. Reed, Miss 
Reed, Mr. C. H. Reed, Mr. W. S. Rendel, Mr. 
R. C. Rogers, Mr. C. S. Roundell, De. Rudolph, 
Mrs. Rudolph, Mr. C. Rump, Mr. Lionel G. D. 
Ryder, Mrs, Lionel G, D. Ryder, Mr. S. Sakurai, 
Mr. E. S. Sanders, Baron von Seckendorff, 
Baroness von Seckendorff, Mr. F. Shaw, Mr. F. 
G. Sherlock, Mrs. F. G. Sherlock, Miss Sherlock, 
Mr. F. Smith, My. L. Spitzel, Mr. S. Spitzel, Mr. 
S. Takakura, Colonel F. Townshend, Miss Tucker, 
Mr. S. ‘Luke, Mr. A. W. Vosburg, Mrs. A. W. 
Vosburg, Mrs. J. M. Waters, Mr. R. Windisch, 
Major-General Sir George Wolseley, and Mr. L. 
W. Wynch in cabin. 








LATHES? COMMERCIAL. 
a ee 
IMPORTS. 


Generally dull, Yarns—Some little has been 


done in Gassed, but no animation in the market 
and ordinary Singles are weak in price. Shirt- 


ings—A few small sales of glb., the rest dormant. 


D.| Fancy Cottons and Woollens—Nothing done ex- 
cept a few pieces of Tukey Reds at quotations. 


COTTOR PHECI GOONS. 


Pen 


sey Shistings—84 th, 344 yds. yyinches $2.40 


riags. 
to 2.80 


Grey Shirtingx—olh, 38h yds. qsinches 2.70 to 3.25 
lr. Cloth—-7%, agyaids, shiners wee BLZa tu 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, gginches,. 8.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, yoinches,, 200 to 4.75 
Cotton—Italians and Satteens ilack, PEH YARD. 

$2 INCHES oo... ee cee cee eect eee cee eres 0.16 (070.22 

Pew FIRGE, 
Velveta—Black, 35 yards, a2inches ... 8.00 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.75 to 0.90 
FurkeyReds—2.0 to 2.4 1b, 24/25 yards, 

GO IChES .......cccee cereecreceeceneeeeee ESO tO 0.65 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3%, 24/25 yards, z 

30 INCHES oo. .cccreceecee ese cssesseneeersee 8.70 lU 1.90 19 
Vurkey Rede—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 3. 

$2 INCHES o....cecsseeseseseeereeetereerees BlOLO 2.501% 
lurkey Reds—4.8 to 53h, 24/25 yards, ae 

BD imChE|S 0. cccsecee cee eeeee sees eeteene 2 7OCO 3.90 

WOOLLAHNS. ren vVARD, 
Hhamiel..... ceccse ces cec cence eer seecee eeeceae, $O§0 bo 0.478 
Italian Cloth, 30 yacds, 32 inches best 0.35 to o.4t 
Italian Cloth, 30 yasds, 37 inches 

Medium ctu neecec eee rteterseeesseee 9 3O t00,324 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 

Connon oo. sec cee eee eee eee cee eseceeeesene 0.95 to 0,274 
Mousseline de f.aine—Crape, a4 yarls, 

G0 TCH OD... ie cee ce eec ces sees cecsennne GIG law 2a 
Cloths—Pilots, §4 @ sSinuches ........ 0.3§ 00.50 
Cloths—Presidents, §4(@ 5hinches ... 0.60 to 0.45 
Cloths —Union, 54 @ 56 inches ......... 0.90 10 0.70 
Renketa—Scarlet and Green, 3 to 5th, 

POU Weiss dost sen fcsataisceeeuiiess 0.60 teu 75 

COPTLOM Vanes, ore 
dus. 16/24, Singles ...............sseeeee $97-00 to 38.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles ............. sees 40,00 tO 4t.co 
Nos. 38/42, Singles .......0:.0-se ses ceeees Gg .00 C0 45.00 
Noa. 32, Doubles ......... see eee eens 44.00 to 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ...... cc cceeeeeeee 47.000 48.50 


Nas. 
Nos. 


Nos. 


5/60, PURUR oes ccs ces coscscave ccasterteace 
2/80, Plait... .cccee.ee sees ces eee serene P Nominal. 
S110, PURI sactec nec siesccegs seccavane 


Nos. 2:60, Gassed ........... cesses seeaeeeee  7§,00t0 80.00 
Nog. 2.80, Gassed........... cc60: eee oe QO 00tU 95.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed ..........::s....:008 ve B0§.00 to 125.00 


MICTALS, 
A better outlook, but without any great business 
atthe moment, Bars—Quotations unchanged, but 
dealers are beginning to realise that there is a 
strong advance in home cost: and that when they 
get through their present stock they must pay up 
to obtain more. Pig has moved to some extent at 
an advance in price. Nails and Tin Plates dull, 
but prices unaltered. 
PBR FICUL, 


lat Ware, § incde... sec eee cee cee see cee eee 93,20 lO 3. 
Plat Wars, b teres... 0. sce esesneces concen -seeee Sas to es 
Round and square wo to Qing wo. 3.20 to 3.30 
fron Plates, assorted ....cee.ceeeesesense 3.50 tO 3.70 
Sheet From ..ccseccecscceeserececarceetavesnens 4.40 (0 4.60 
Galvanized Iron sheets ........ccssccreee 8.50 £0 9.00 
Wire Nails, assorted ......0..ccecseseeee 5.50 tO §.60 
Tin Plates, pee DOX  escccseseseas §.00 to §-20 
Pig Tram, CO. % oe cee ceeee 1.65 to 1.70 


IKIEROSIENEK. 
Prices hardening with faic sales at quotations. 
Stock moderate, and it looks as though prices may 
advance yet further. 


AMEHiCAN oo. cee see cee cee seeceecee cer esesesseeces $2.20 (0 2.25 


RUSSian 2... cee seceeececcencccensceesascseseesee 2:38 0 2.20 
Langkat Cee are sessentetes Oc Cee eee serese Besse eee pe 


SUGAR, 

Browns—The market is rather unsettled, some 
quotations being higher, others lower. Formosa 
down with plenty of supplies and an easy market. 
Manila unchanged. Daitong shows a rise, Canton 
practically as before. White—Java lower. Re- 
fined, a good business at full rates. 

YEM PICUL, 
s steceeeee $4045 tO 4.50 
sae 4.90 to 5.10 


Brown Taleao oo. ccc ccc ccs cesceeeees 
Brown Manila ..........cc cc ccc eee see cees 
Brown Daitong (New) .....ccceeserereee 3190 tO 3.95 


Brown, Canton se.cis sec cissts cavcocsicase 80 to 4.8 
White Java and Penang ...........608., 6.80 to BG 
White Ratined .. cc. cee cee eens 6.75 to 9.30 
EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


A fair daily business for this period of the sea- 
son. Quotations generally unchanged. Ameri- 
can market dull, and the bulk of recent purchases 
are shipped to Europe. Holders generally feel 
less despondent, and the stock is down below 
10,000 piculs. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Filatures—Extra g/tt, to/12 den,...Nom, 

Filatuces—Extra 14/15, 14/16 den,..Nom. 

Filatures—No. 1, 10/13 deniers......s00608 740 tO 750 

Filatuces—No. 1, 13/05, 04/16 clen......... 665 to 675 

Filatures—-No. «4, 0/14 deniers .........02 710 to 720 

Filatucos=No. 6§, 13/06, 04/57 den. woe 635 to 645 


$760 to 770 


May 9, 1896.] 


THE JAPAN’ WEEKLY MAIL. 


543 


—\KX“—“—owwooonanana9nanananmwawowTwOn@NOSSSwwS00—0— 0 0000000—0—"" 0 = ™™™™ETET——————————— 


Filatures—No. 2. 0/15 deniets .....ce0sce0 560 tO 680 


Filatures—-No, a, 1y/t8 deniers .. .......... 610 to 620 
Re-reela—tlo. 1, 64/05, tyltOalen. oo... O30 
Re-reels—No. ad, 03/16, ty/ty denters... 610 to 620 


Re-reels—No. 2, 04/8 deniers... ...s0c00-. §80 tO 590 


Re-reels—No, 34, 14.48 deniers seeee £70 tO 575 
Re-veelsa—Nu. 4, vaiau deniers... .. Nom. 550 to 560 
Kakedas—lxtru ... cuteveseeeeee.s. Nom, _ 
Kakedas—No.t ..........0000.......... Nom —_ 
Kakedas—No. tice cece ces ceeeee os 685 tO 625 


takedas—No.2 . 


sia dense cane seesereee 600 to 610 
Kawedas—No. a¢....00 cc sees 


seetssseeee eesesee 590 £0 595 

WASTE SILK. 

Small doings at unchanged rates. Holders 

ficm., Stock 6,500, and the better grades of Noshi 
and Kibiso are decidedly scarce. 


QUOTATIONS. 


Noshi—Filature, Best 0.2.0.0... ccc $805 tO 810 
Noshi—Filature, Good ..................-0008. 100 to 106 
NoshimOshu, Mest.. ........... sesesecee $10 tO O95 
NoshimOshu, Good c.cccccccccceesenceesee vee 105 CO 810 
Noshi—Oshu, Medium ..............ccceceesee 200 tO 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ....0000 0. ce cc ese eee _ 

Noshi—Shinshu, Goud wu... ee we 55 10) 65 
Noshi—Bushiu, Best 0.0.00... eee eee eee 10§ tO 110 
Noshi—Bushu, Good oc... eeeee cance OS 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium ..............ss00008 QO €0 929 
Noshi—Joshu, Good ......... 06. cece cee cerns 60 to 65 
Noshim—joshu, Fate oo... cece 65 10 574 
KibisomFilature, Best ... cscs eeeeee 85 to QO 
KibisomFilature, Seconds .......0......... 75 to 80 

TEA, 


Market opened, the first purchase being made 
on goth ultimo. Quality of first crop New leaf 
is good, and prices are $8 to $10 per _picul below 
those of last May. 

QUOTATIONS. : 
CHOIGESE acs seciiceins sisicacseecccavecevan sessce decree $$9 UD 


COSC asc veeicedcne'e eens ches sos nvensaecnaane 28 to 30 
BUM OBE osc dcicnsscasce caxeenacs,taskeoterdesiscaee 2 -cse- 90. 10: 87 
BIG oes iccstancsveka hataeavavasad Acums Qhaigunads 24 to 25 
Good Medium .........ccecce se ceececccsessencee 20 0 22 


EXCHANGE. 


Rates of Exchange have seen another week 
without alteration and stability continues, 

Sterling—Bank TT. ooo... ccc cce cee eee 2/2§ 
Billa on demand,,.... 2/2$ 
4 months’ sight ... 2/a$to+s 
Private 4 months’ sight,..,..2/3 
6 months’ sight,.....3/34 
On Paris—Bank sight ............ 000000279 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ,..2.83 to$ 
On Hongkong—Bank sighit.......006 $°/, 4. 
Private rodays’sight.1 to 13°/, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight .,.......... 724 
Private 10 days’ sight... 733to} 
On India—Bank sight .......0csseeeeeee 187 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 189 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 533to4 

Private 4 months’ sight 8 

Ou Germany—Bank sight’ .......... 2.25$t06 
Private 4 months’ sight 2.30to} 
Bap Silver (London)... ..csccccsccessecee 31 


— 





BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, and May, 1896. 

Latest mai! advices from China bear dates of 
the 21st and 24th ultimo, from which the following 
changes and movements in the share market have 
to be recorded. 

Banks.—Hongkongs have sellers at 188 per 
cent. premium, but London is stronger with buyers 
at £41.15. Atthe former rate, however, only a 
small line is offering. Nationals are unchanged 
with Buyers at $30 and seller at $31. 

Marine Insurance.—Unions have been sold at 
$213 but are offering and Yangtszes have declined 
to $160 ex dividend. Straits are also weaker with 
sellers at $28 50. 

Fire Insurance are weaker, Hongkongs having 
dropped to $320, but are wanted now at $325, and 
Chinas to $92 with sellers and no buyers over 
Sor. At the close, however, buyers came forward 
with offers of $o1.50. 

Sugars.—Chinas weak at $120 and Luzons at 


Shipping.—Steamboats have sellecs at $33.50, 
re Indos have buyers at $66 and Douplasses 
at $54. 

Per ieiaeeaies ate offering from Shang. 
hai at $71.50. Kowloous and West Points are 
not enquired for at present, 

Docks and Wharfs.—Hongkong Dock have 
buyers at 180 per cent. premum whilst Feowicks 
are on offer at $25 50. Wharfs still contioue with 
sellers at $47 So and buyers at $47. 

Mines.—Balmorals ave weak at $2.25 and Jele- 
bus have sellers at $3.60. Pumjoms touched $17, 
but closed with buyers at $13.50. 

Miscellaneous. — Watsons are stronger with 
buyers at $13 and Humphreys at $9.50. 

There is no material change to report in the 





Shanghai market, excepting in” Lankats, the 
market for which opened on the 17th instant with 
buyers at Tls. 300/400. News that the Company 
had secured a concession to work the petroleum 
wells sent shares up by leaps and to bounds Tis. 
730, and Tis. 775 hasbeen paid for May shares. 
Half of a Founders’ Shate realised the high rate 
of Tis, 5,000 and shares are now in demand at Tis. 
10,000. 

Local stocks continue unchanged, as last re- 
ported. Breweries have now buyers at $165 ex 
the final dividend of 15 per cent. 


Yokohama, May 6th, 1896. 

There is no change to report in the China 
market, business has been slack and the market 
very quiet. Rates, however, remain unchanged, 
excepting in Lankats which are experiencing a te- 
action, Ts. 730 was the highest point touched- 
but vow a ficm offer of Tis. 600 would, it is teport, 
ed, bring sellers into the market. It is only na- 
tural to assume that investors who had obtained 
shares before or during the tise are now anxious 
to realise their profits. The market has suffered 
in consequence. 

National Banks are offering locally at $30. 

In local stocks, Breweries are wanted at $170 
ex dividend, Iron Works—A few shares can be 
had at $150. Club Hotels cule very irregulasly, 
in so far as whereas $60 will be paid for shares, 
holders now demand $70 ex any dividend to be 
paid by the Company for the year ended 31st 
March last. The Annual General Meeting of the 
Company has been called for on the 2oth instant, 
transfer books closing from the 16th to the 29th 
inclusively. 

Yokohama, 7th May, 1894. 

The following telegraphic quotations have been 
received from Hongkong to-day :—H. & S. Banks 
184 per cent., Sales; Hongkong Lands $72 Sel- 
lers; China Fires $94 Sellers; H.& W. Docks 
182 per cent. steady; H. & K. Wharfs $47 steady ; 
Douglasses $54 steady; H.C. & M. Steamboats 
$33.50 steady; Punjoms $13.50 steady; Raubs 
$5.50 steady ; Balmorals $1.75 Buyers; Nationals 
$30 weak; Indo-China $66 Steady; Straits $28 
Buyers; Unions $215 Sales and Traders $80 
steady. 

The following fluctuations in the shares market 
in Hongkong from the 22nd to the 28th, ult. have 
to be recorded. H. & S. Banks have declined 
from 188 per cent. premium to 187 per cent. and 





185 per _cent.; Unions from $213 to $212.50; 
North Chinas from Tls. 225 to Tls. 220; Yange 
tszes fram $160 to $152.50 ex dividend; Straits 
from $29 to $28.50; H.C. & M. Steamboats from 
$33.50 to $33.25; China Mutual preference from 

8.15 to £8 10 and ordinary £10 paid up from 

7:15 to £7.10; China Sugars from $123 to $120 
and $119; Luzons from $69 to $68 and $66; Bal- 
morals from $3 to $2.25 and $2; Jeletus from 
$3.75 (0 $3.60; Hongkong Lands from $72.50 to 
$72 and $71; Kowloon Lands trom $20 to $19.50; 
Greew Islands from $16 to $15.50; Hongkong 
Elect:ics from $7.25 to $7 ; Hongkong Ropes from 
$120 to $118 and Humphreys from $9.75 to $9.50. 


Nationals, after declining to $30, resumed their 
old rate of $31. Hongkong Fires dropped to $325, 
being $10 lower than the last quotation, but 
buyers coming freely in the market, shares rose 
rapidly to $332.50 and $337.50. China Fires de- 
clined from $95 to $92, but subsequently steady 
sales took place at $92, $93 and $94. Douglasses 
rose from $52 to $55, with intermediate sales at 
$54 and $54,50. Punjoms, after improving to 
$14, the last quotation, then being $12.50, de- 
clined to $13 but at the close the market was 
steadier with sales at $14. H. and W. Docks 
eased at the beginning from 182 per cent. to 181 
per cent., but by last advices the former rate was 
being ruled by buyers. Wanchai Warehouses, 
after sales at $40 were on offer as $39, but sales 
were again effected at $40. At the close shares 
were again weak at $39. H. G. Browns have 
improved to $5.25; Hongkong Ices to $108 with 
intermediate sales at $106 and $107; and Camp- 
bell und Moore’s from $5 cum, to $5 ex, the 
dividend of 10 per cent. 

There is not much movement to be noted in the 
Shanghai market, old rates being well maintained. 
Boyds have improved from Tis. 200 to Tls. 205; 
Farnhams from Tls. 195 to Tis. 2053S. & H. 
Whatfs from Tls. 120 to Tis. 125; Peraks from 
Tls. 43 to Tls. 44; Shanghai Water-works from 
Tis. 225 to Ts. 235 and Shanghai-Sumatras from 
Tis. 105 to Tls. 115. 


North Chinas and H. & K. Wharfs ere offering 
locally at Tis. 205 and $47 respectively, also Na- 
tionals at $30. Hongkong Lands have been 
placed to-day to the South at $71.50. Iron Works 
have changed hands at $150. A few Japan 
Breweries are on the market at $175 ex dividend, 
and Club Hotel Debentures at §107. 
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Nothing so pure, so sweet, so wholesome as CUTICURA 
SOAP, greatest of skin purifying and beautifying soaps. 
It prevents chafing, redness, and roughness of the skin, 
soothes inflammation, allays irritation, and when followed 
by gentle applications of CUTICURA (ointment), the great 
skin cure, speedily cures all forms of skin and scalp diseases. 


Sold throughout the world. 
Dave axp CHEMICAL CORPORATION, 


Google 


F. 
Erith spats ag a Sort) King Kdward-st., London, E.C. Porras 


MILKMAI]) 


DENSED MILK 


The ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
—=4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
In the process of manufacture nothing but 
wii water is removed, nothing but the best 
. refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
0 i} cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
SRISSCONDENSED"™' i the ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
= purposes. 








ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. 
CAUTION! 
Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON warn 
their customers against the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 


nasty, and from a hygienic point of view 
their use is to be strongly deprecated. 


ATKINSON'S ‘‘ NATURAL” PERFUMES 


are made from flowers, and possess all their 
natural fresh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
passed either in delicacy or strength. 


ATKINSON'S “WHITE ROSE.” 
‘A charming Seent.”"—H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 


J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond Street, London. 













ae 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 








wanmeen| The Physician’s Cure 


Neen eee 
a FRR s rat eee TE Yate Zak “| 

; for Gout, Rheumatio 

é i e,| Gout and Gravel; the 

» & Z| safest and most gentle 

3 > iti pL Le as A, 


London, England. 





The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach 
e, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, males, and the Sict 
Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 


|DINNEFORDS\(@ 


Railway & Tramway Material. 





Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 









Throughout th 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


- Apollinaris 


“Tue QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 





Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


| easel a suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 











“Incomparable in Popularity as 


‘in Purity.”—BRITIsH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


Sir Samuet Baxer,in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,”’ says—‘‘'I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 
short time I had many ge te to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’’ 


' SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
shane aint Maite pom seern pie BUTTHRFIHLD & SWIRH, 


of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting nad subduing all iniammations, YO KO H AM A. 
Mr. J. T. Cooper, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘‘ | had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothin, 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that [ was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘‘stock,”’ 


Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
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| MEAT-FLAVOURING 
IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIE : (MEAT FLAVOURING 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 





in Books Form. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. 0 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 


HE ‘‘ Proceedings” include EPH FOMISED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Bills dis- } 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in full, Questions pat and the answers of 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of 


the Session. 
PRICE 1, 


Pe be obtained at the Office of the ¥apaa >>. lug 
1 . Printed and Published for the Proprietor at 51, Main Street, Settlement, by James Evtacotr Brace, of No, 58, Bluff, 
ail, No 51, Main Street. Yokohama.—SaTURDAY, May 9, 2896. ' 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPQNDENTS, 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the * JAPAN 
Week y Mait”’ must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANaGgR, 
and Cheques be made payableto same; and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EpiTor. 
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DEATH. 
On March 31st, at Alexandria, Egypt, Gtorces Lévy, 
eldest brother of Adolphe Lévy, of Mesers: Oppenheimer 
Fréres, of Yokohama. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Aw Imperial Princess was born to the Emperor. 
on the 12th inst., by Madame Sono; 


It is said that the Government has decided to 
reconstruct the harbour of Nanao. 


Apmirat Butrer, C.B., has arrived in Yoko- 
haina to inspect the British cruiser Edgar. 


H,I.H. Prince Komatsu Yoriuiro returned to 
Tokyo on the 7th inst. from Formosa. 


Forecep nickel coins are now in circulation at 
Yokohama, causing trouble in business circles. 


ViscounT TakaseiMa, Minister of the Coloni- 
zation Department. is at present confined to 
his residence through illness, 


Tur Home Minister has given instructions to: 


the Governor of Kanagawa to medically inspect 





all ships coming from An-ping in consequence 
of an outbreak of plague there. 


Tue Jenner centenary celebration passed off 
very successfully at Uyeno, Tokyo, on Thurs- 
day afternoon, 


THE reported damage done by the frost in the 
central silk districts is found to have been 
greatly exaggerated. 


PaesiDent Krucer in his speech at the opening 
of the Volksraad made no mention of the grie- 
vances of the Uitlanders. 





No records were lowered at the Spring Athletic 
Sports Meeting of the Yokohama C. & A. Ci; 
the day being very windy. 


Tue Government has, under Imperial Ordi- 
nance, issued rules regulating the travel in 
Korea of Japanese subjects. 


Count Matsuxata, in a recent speech at Kago- 
shima, is reported to have displayed some hos- 
tility towards the Government. 





Tue British Admiralty have appointed Rear- 
Admiral W. E. Oxley as second in command 
of the fleet on the Asiatic station, 


Tue very popular festival of the Noge Shrine, 
Yokohama, was celebrated on Thursday and 
Friday, and attracted large crowds. 


Mr. SHIRANE, Minister of Communications, 
who has been on a tour of inspectionin the O u 
Provinces, returned to Tokyo on the 11th inst. 


63 | Jupck Mowat's decision has been sustained by 


the Supreme Court at Shanghai in the appeal 
raised in the case.of the W. H. Macy versus 
the Zsis. 
Tur Committee of the Yokohama Fire Brigade 
disbursed $5,384.21 on its account last year, 





and start the new twelvemonth with $835.21. 


in hand. 


Mr. Hosur Toru, the new Japanese Repre- 
sentative in America, will leave for Washington 
without resigning his seat in the House of Re- 
presentatives. 


SEVERAL States have nominated Mr. McKinley 
as the Republican candidate for the. Presidency 
of the United States, and it is expected that he 
will be elected. 








Tue Yokohama Fire Brigade were called out 
to 22 fires in 1895, eight of which occurred in 
the native town, two on the Bluff, and the rest 
in the Settlement. 


Tue Mosquito Yacht Club had it opening cruise 
to Tomioka on Sunday, but owing to the stiff 


southerly gale that prevailed only two of their 
craft ventured down the Bay. 





REUTER reports that China, under pressure, has 
granted the foreshore at Chefoo to Russia. 
British subjects having rights in some portion 
of this area, the British Government ig inquiring 
into the matter, 


Pak YonG Ho, ex-Home Minister in Korea, 
who has been staying in America for some time, 
is said to have, left San Francisco on the 5th 
inst. by the Céty of Peking, aud is.expected to 
arrive at Yokohama about the 2oth inst. 





AN extensive forest fire broke out in Nemuro, 
Hokkaido, on the 22nd ult., and continued to 
burn until the 4th inst. The atea destroyed is 
estimated to be nine miles from S. to N. and 
fourteen miles from E. to W. 


Fart Grey reports from Bulawayo that be con- 
siders the back of the revolt is broken, and that 
Buluwayo is now as safe as London. The Im- 
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perial troops proceeding to Matabeleland have 
been stopped at Mafeking, Earl Grey, Ad- 
ministrator of Rhodesia, believing that the revolt 
has been suppressed. 





A COURT-MARTIAL at Havana has sentenced to 
death the crew of the American filibuster 
schooner Competidor. President Cleveland has — 
informed Spain that if the men are executed 
without a civil trial it will be regarded as an 
unfriendly act toward the United States. Orders 
have been issued for a battalion of troops in 
Florida to be ready for service. 





Tue Board of Directors of the Chartered Com- 
pany has resolved defer the acceptance of the 
resignations of Messrs. Rhodes and Beit, but 
this motion has only been temporarily approved 
by certain Directors, who consider the resigna- 
tions inevitable oc will otherwise resign them- 
selves. The majority of the home papers urge 
a gonerous treatment of Mr. Cecil Rhodes. 


THere is not much change in the Import trade. 
The demand for Yarns has improved, both for 
“gassed” and ordinary, the former rising in 
value and the latter is stronger in the market. 
Grey Shirtings have not improved, and Fancy 
Cottons and all descriptions of Woollen goods 
are without animation. In the Metal trade 
there are no sales of “spot” recorded, but 
contracts have been made for future delivery. 
Prices are beginning to move upwards in most 
lines, Wire Nails being the exception. Arrivals 
of Metals are extensive, several cargoes having 
come in one on top of the other. The Sugar 
trade has been somewhat disturbed, Formosa. 
sorts being obtainable for less money, whilst 
China and Manila kinds are steady at late rates ; 
Refined White is steady, though not in great 
demand, and Java is down 5 to 10 cents per 
picul. There is not much to be said about the 
principal Export. The stock of Silk on this 
market has been further reduced during the week, 
and the parcels taken have fetched about late 
rates. As regularly as the year comes round, 
interested parties attempt to get up a scare 
about the Silk crop. The usual bugbear is frost. 
There is always—in the northern Silk districts 
and the greater altiludes—more or less frost 
after the mulberry leaf is out, and in a few 
exposed positions the &uzwa is bitten, but gene- 
rally the damage is infinitesimal. This year there 
seems to have been a sharp frost in certain 
districts, and the usual Outcry was the result, 
though sufficie::t time has now elapsed fur the 
publication of a statement to the effect that 
previous reports were greatly exaggerated. 
This was evident to those having the smallest 
acquaintance with the subject, as.such «# state- 
ment as that which came from Shinsha, that 
“eight-tenths of the leaves were killed” was. 
incredible at the outset. Shinshn varies as. 
much as any part of Japan in hills and val- 
leys, and much of. the mulberry is so well 
protected that such a calamity as that said 
to have overtaken the great Silk district is 
next to impossible. From one cause and an- 
other mulberry is always carried to and from. 
the districts adjoining, and whatever damage has. 
been done in Shinshu can be made good from 
other places, Waste Silk has also been dealtin, 
but the stock on hand—about 6,000 piculs—con- 
tains a quantity of undesirable fibre. A steady 
daily business has been done in the Tea market, 
the supply being more than equal to the de- 
mand. Rates, however, have declined, and 
the chances are in favour of a further fall, 
though perhaps not to any very great extent, 
Rates of,exchange close firm, after a period of 
unusual steadiness that has now lasted for more 
than a month. : 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
———__—_@—_ -- -—- ' 

A topic to which undue prominence is still 
given by a section of the vernacular press is 
the sale of the Imperial Mines and Smelting 
Foundry. Agitate as the Opposition papers 
may, the question seems to be definitely fixed, 
for they tell us at the same time that the per- 
sonages chiefly responsible in matters pertain- 
ing to the Imperial Household, and consequent- 
ly bound to understand ils best interests, namely, 
the Minister and Vice-Minister of the House- 
hold Department, and also the Chief of the Im- 
perial Estates Bureau, are resolved, with the 
approval of the Premier and the other Ministers 
of State, to carry out the project of disencumber- 
ing the Household of unprofitable and trouble- 
some property. The agitation started by the 
Opposition press has infected even a section 
of Peers, a few of whom are always ready to 
lend their support to any movement undertaken 
by the Opposition. These Peers are reported 
to be endeavouring to bring about the resignation 
of the Minister of the Household, and to have 
brought strong personal charges against him 
with that object. 

* * 

Another subject that has evoked much jour- 
nalistic comment is the issue of an Urgency 
Ordinance for preventing indiscriminate travel 
by Japanese subjects to Korea. The Foméiurs 
is very loud about this matter. It declares that 
the Ordinance tramples upon the spirit of the 
Constitution, and it asks what necessity exists 
for enacting such an extraordinary Ordinance, 
seeing that the Japanese Consular Authorities 
have competence to get rid of rowdies by 
the process of deportation, and seeing that 
experience has abundantly shown the ex- 
istence of an Ordinance of the kind to be 
an impediment to the free passage of law-abid- 
ing and respectable Japanese, who wish to 
cross the sea for the purpose of either commerce 
or research. Want of discrimination on the 
part of local officials has been known to in- 
terfere with the passage of even a member of 
Parliament, and owing to the same cause a mer- 
chant was once condemned (o miss an important 
opportunity. It is only on occasions of necessity, 
not admitting the delay involved in convoking 
the Diet, and when the attitude of the Legisla- 
lature towards the contemplated measure is not 
clear, that the issue of an Urgency Ordinance is 
justified. But in this instance the attitude of 
the Diet is patent to everybody, for it refused 
post.facto approval to the measure in both the 
8th and the gth sessions. Hence the issue of 
the discredited law is entirely at variance with 
the spirit of the Constitution. It is one of the 
strangest phenomena on recent record that, 
whereas the Liberals voted for rescinding the 
measure in the last session of the Diet, their own 
Chief and acknowledged Leader, the new 
Home Minister, has now shown such lack of 
principle as to countersign the Ordinance. 


The Xokumin avers that whereas, at this 
junctare, the presence of the greatest possible 
number of influential Japanese, private persons 
or merchants, amicably disposed towards the 
Koreans, is desirable in Korea, so that Japan’s 
prestige in the Peninsula may be successfully 
upheld, travel to that country has been seriously 
hampered by the Urgency Ordinance. It de- 
nounces the issue of such a law as entirely 
incomprehensible. Apparently its idea is that 
as many Japanese agitators as possible should 
be allowed to proceed to Korea, in order that 
they may be implicated in the outbreak of an- 


other insurrection. 


* 
* * 


The Mippon condemns the action of the Go- 
vernment as cowardly, undiscerning, and un- 
reasonable, and sneeringly asks why, if the pas- 
sage of lawless persons to Korea is so much 
dreaded, the same restriction is not imposed 
upon those going elsewhere. It points to the 
conduct of the members of the Japanese Lega- 
tion at Sdul in connection with coup d'éidt of 
Oct. 8th, and to that of a certain Senator (Count 


‘parent lethargy. 


Mutsu) on the occasion of the Satsuma civil war, 
and asks whether Government functionaries, 
whose passage to Korea is unrestricted, can be 
justly considered less prone than private indivi- 
duals to promote unlawful agitation. 


Pro-Government papers, as the Michi Nichi 
and the Zokyo Shimbun, traverse the above 
utterances and defend the course taken by the 
Government. The former says that the Ur- 
gency Ordinance just issued is not a revival 
of the old Ordinance disapproved by the Diet, 
but is an entirely new law, though similar in 
nature, which the state of urgency now exist- 
ing has necessitated, and therefore its pro- 
mulgation can not be taken as showing con- 
tempt towards the decision of the Diet or 
the spirit of the Constitution. The case of 
Viscount Miura and his associates is a rare ex- 
ception, and can not be regarded as proving the 
unwisdom of permitting unrestricted travel to 
government officers on official duty, and the 
propensity of a section of the Japanese to take 
part on one side or the other of Kerean faction 
strife onght to be rigidly guarded against, so 
that the dignity and honour of the nation may 
not be impaired. The very fact that even 
Count Itagaki, proverbially zealous to uphold 
the cause of personal tights, was induced to 
countersign the Ordinance conclusively shows 
how necessary its enforcement must be at 
present. 

e*« 

The Tokyo Shimbun also defends the action 
of the Count, and observes that the Liberals’ 
disapproval of the Korean Travel Regulations 
in the last session of the Diet, was actuated by 
the idea that to restrict travel is generally un- 
necessary in time of peace, but they were 
always prepared to approve such restriction 
on an occasion of emergency like the present. 
The Liberal organ assures the Opposition 
papers that as the champion of personal rights 
holds the portfolio of Home Affairs, he will 
take care that no unreasonable restrictions are 
imposed upon the comings and goings of 
genuine law-abiding merchants or travellers. 


* 
* * 


The Chwo discusses the question of the Far 
East, especially in relation to the attitude of 
England. Though the fact that English di- 
plomacy in the Far East has recently begun to 
show marked signs of activity is indirectly as- 
cribable to the temporary triple alliance of Rus- 
sia, France, and Germany, it is chiefly due 
to the contemplated rapprochement between 
Japan and Russia in the matter of the main- 
tenance of tranquillity in Korea, and to the de- 
parture of Marshal Yamagata to represent 
Japan on the occasion of the coronation cere- 
mony ofthe Czar. That the negotiations between 
Japan and Russia have advanced very close 
to consummation is reported to be a fact, and 
at the same time the concessions desired by 
Russia are said to have increased in number, so 
that, in order to obtain them, she is ready to 
make counter-concessions to Japan and to 
acknowledge Japan’s occupying of a certain 
special position in Korea. The news of these 
negotiations and the departure of the Marshal, 
though the latter has no deep meaning, must 
have roused British diplomats from their ap- 
In another article on the same 
topic, the Chuo wishes to know whether the 
sudden activity shown in Eugland’s Eastern 
policy is merely momentary or whether it aims 
at any permanent results. 


The Mainiché entertains suspicions about the 
announcement made in the Michi Niché and the 
Toryo Shimbun that, as the name of Count Ita- 
gaki is found to have been accidentally omitted 
from the Register of the Liberal Party, therefore 
there is no necéssity that any formal steps be 
taken by him to sever his connection with the 
Party. If the alleged oversight were real, then 
the Count and the managers of the Party were 
acting at variance with the provisions of the 
Political Association Law, for the Count, till he 
entered the Cabinet, was the acknowledged 
Leader of the Liberal Party. The same paper 
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complains against the retention of seats in Par- 
liament by Mr. Misaki, Chief of the Local Ad- 
ministration Bureau, and Mr. Kurihara, Private 
Secretary of the Home Minister. The perform- 
ance of such functions is not only highly objec- 
tionable, but also diametically opposed to the 
spirit of the House of Representatives’ Election 
Amendment Bill, submitted by the Liberals in 
the second session, which Bill provides that Go- 
vernment officials, with the exception of the 
Ministers and Vice-Ministers of State, the Chief 
of the Board of Audit, and the Public Procurator- 
General, must not be eligible for election to the 
House. * * e 

Count Matsukata is at present a promi- 
nent figure outside officialdom. His move- 
ments are watched keenly by the pro-Go- 
vernment Party and the Opposition alike. 
The Zokyo Shimbun, discussing his position, 
observes that the solicitude with which the Op- 
position seek to court favour with him is com- 
parable to the jealous attention with which the 
Queen bee is attended and cared for by her 
buzzing retainers. When the Count under- 
took a trip to Kyoto and delivered an address 
in the presence of a concourse of the leading 
business men of that city, the Opposition poli- 
ticians held lecture meetings on the very next 
day, and it was on board the same steamer that 
Counts Matsukata and Okuma travelled down 
to Kynshiu. Do all these incidents indicate 
that the ex-Premier has been pursuaded to 
join the Opposition? When the Count last 
left the Cabinet it was on the ground that his 
colleagues did not approve of his suggestion to 
convene an extraordinary session of the Diet: 
bis ideas as to the programme dictated by the 
War did not differ at all from that entertained 
by the other Ministers. Have his ideas under- 
gone a change since that time, and are they 
now found to coincide with those of the Oppo- 
sition? If so, the Count ought to join the 
Opposition openly and, in conjunction with 
Count Okuma, should lead the Shimpo-to. 
Equivocal conduct is unworthy of a statesman 
in the position of Count Matsukata. 


« 

The Nichi Nichi has something to call to the 
attention of the Count in connection with a 
speech that he is reported to have delivered at 
Kagoshima, particularly as to his expression of 
opinion that it would have been better tiot to lay 
claim to Liaotung when its immediate re- 


trocession was a foregone conclusion. Our 
contemporary is inclined to believe that 
the report of the Count’s speech mast 


be incorrect, seeing that the Count, on that 
memorable occasion, was a member of the 
Cabinet, and therefore approved the annexation 
of Liaotung as well as its retrocession, in 
consequence of the intervention of the three 
Powers. In all these affairs his opinion was at 
one with that held by the rest of the Ministry. 
* 
* * 

The Shogyo discusses the nature of the enter- 
prises newly undertaken and their prospects, 
and says that the companies projected or re- 
organized with increased capital between last 
year and the beginning of April, total 747, their 
aggregate capilal being over 629 million yen. 
Not a few of them will disappear without 
being actually started, but even supposing that 
only a third be definitely established, the 
capital withdrawn from the market will total 
more than 200 million yen. The Shogyo 
is disinclined to believe that the fixing of so 
much capital will overtax Japan’s resources, 
and can not therefore endorse the opinion that 
restrictions should be imposed on new schemes. 
What is to be specially noted in this connexion 
is the overwhelming predominance of railway 
and banking schemes, more than two-thirds of 
the new projects being in those directions. This 
shows how comparatively primitive is the dete- 
lopment of Japan’s business enterprises. As to 
the mercantile and manufacturing programmes, 
exchange and insurance business figure chiefly 
in the former and cotton spinning in the latter. 
It is somewhat reassuring to see that such new 
enterprises as muslin weaving, silk and wool 
spinning and weaving, the manufacture of roll- 
ing stock and electric plant, and so forth are 
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finding supporters, as are also various shipping 


projects. 


The Yomiuri is pleased to see that the Re- 
presentations about the preservation of old 
shrines and temples, passed by both Houses of 
the Diet last session, have been reduced to 
a practical shape by the Government, and that 
a special committee, with Mr. Kuki as Pre- 
sident and geveral Professors of the Fine Art 
School among its members, has been appoint- 
ed. The next point to be arranged by the Go- 
vernment is to determine some means of pro- 
viding funds for the project, a matter left by 
the Diet to the judgment of the Cabinet. 





EDITORIAL NOTES. 


MAILS TO JAPAN. 


Tue Kobe Chronicle, in the course of a leading 
article on the “ English Mail Subsidy and the 
Far East,” says:—It is not surprising that pro- 
test is being made—(against Hongkong being 
made the terminus of the subsidised mail service 
to the East)—as merchants at Shanghai are 
able to realise from the experience of merchants 
in Japan the serious disadvantage they will suffer 
in being placed outside the subsidised service. 
Originally, we believe, the British subsidised 
mail service to the East extended as far as 
Yokohama, just as the French and German 
services do to-day, but several years ago an 
alteration was made, and Shanghai became the 
terminus. The P. & QO. Company, which we 
understand at one time had three steamers on 
the Hongkong- Yokohama service, then found 
itself compelled to withdraw one, with the result 
that it is impossible to guarantee the delivery 
of the English mail in Japan in anything like 
reasonable time after its arrival at Hongkong. 
On referring to the record for last year, we find 
that the mean time taken by the English mail 
in reaching Kobe after its arrival at Hongkong 
was 9 days, the shortest period being 7 and the 
longest 15 days. Now it is evident that the mail 
ought never to reach Kobe later than seven 
days after its arrival at Hongkong, and when 
the period comes to be extended to nine, ten, 
twelve, and fifteen days very great inconvenience 
is caused. The British Post Office authorities 
are probably influenced in their line of action 
by the fact that the Canadian Pacific line is 
subsidised, and thus becomes the official mail 
route to Japan, but so long as this line main- 
tains a three-weekly instead of a fortnightly 
service it will prove of ‘but little benefit in trans- 
mitting mail matter outwards. It has the 
further disadvantage that up to the present the 
connection on the Atlantic side is defective, 
but the principal objection is the awkward 
period of three weeks in the summer and four 
weeks in the winter, which deprive it of any ad- 
vantage conferred by the shorter route. It it 
were made worth the while of the P. & O. Com- 
pany to improve its service between Hongkong 
and Japan, we should have a mail line that would 
take only three or four days longer than the 
Canadian Pacific route, and would have the 
advantage above all else that it would be re- 
gular, working in with the fortnightly French 
service, and, under the reorganised conditions 
of the M.M. line, providing us with a weekly 
delivery from Europe that could be depended 
upon almost to a day. 


THB ROYAL NAVAL RES&SRVE. 


Tue Admiralty have arranged to pay in sub- 
- sidies this year to the Cunard, P. &O., White 
Star, and Canadian Pacific Steamship Com- 
panies the sum of £48,620, being an increase 
of £3.137 on the amount paid last year. The 
vessels in respect of which this expenditure is 
incurred are the Campania, Lucania, Tgutonic, 
Majestic, Himalaya, Australia, Victoria, Ar- 
cadia, Empress of India, Empress of China, 
and Empress of Fapan. The companies also 
engage to hold severai other ships at the dis- 
position of the Admiralty without further sub- 
sidy. A reserve stock of breech-loading and 
machine guns of the latest type, with the neces- 
sary mounting and fittings, has recently been 


supplied in place of muzzle-loading guns for the 
ready armament of these vessels in the event 
of their being required, and a merchant cruiser 
reserve dep6t has been established on each 
station at which the vessels call, so that a mer- 
chant ship could be converted into a war vessel 
within a very short time, in fact, within a few 
hours, if she happened to be at one of the naval 
dep6t ports. 





THE LATE FROST. 

THE recent frost seems to have caused somewhat 
severe damage to the mulberry trees in Joshiu, 
Shinshu, and Oshiu, the three most important 
silk districts of Japan. In the vicinity of Taka- 
saki the mulberry leaves have turned black over 
a large area, and quotations there have sud- 
denly risen from five yes to fourteen yen per 
horse-load. In Usui and Sawa districts the 
frost was very severe, and local sericulturists 
are confronted with serious losses, as the grubs 
are now emerging and the cost of leaves 
is very great, the supply being insufficient. 
Eight-tenths of the leaves in Shiushu are 
reported as killed, and the Governor of 
Fukushjma Prefecture has telegraphed to the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce that 
the frost on the morning of the 8th instant 
damaged one-seventh of the trees there. From 
Saitama comes a more detailed report. The 
thermometer there began to fall at about one 
o’clock in the morning, when the tempera- 
ture registered 40° Faht. By three o'clock 
it had fallen to 30° and though the keepers 
of the various plantations, aroused by the 
police bells, lighted fires in every direction, 
the temperature fell still lower. When the sun 
rose it was discovered that the damage to the 
mulbery leaves was very extensive. 


REAR-ADMIRAL OXLBY. 


RearR-ADMIRAL Ox ey, whose appointment as 
second in command of the British Asiatic 
Squadron we announced last Monday, formerly 
commanded H.M.S. Champion, which vessel 
he brought across from the Pacific to the China 
station. He was more recently in command of 
H.M.S. Swiftsure at Devonport, as Captain of 
the Fleet Reserve at that port, during the time 
that the Duke of Edinburgh was Commander- 
in-chief at the port. 


FRENCH TRADE WITH THE PAR BAST. 


INCREASED activity, says a London paper, in the 
maritime relations of the French Republic with 
Eastern Asia may be looked forward to, if a 
scheme said to be contemplated by the French 
Government is carried into effect. The scheme 
is the creation of new steam lines subsidised by 
the State running between the North of France 
and the Far East. As is very well-known, the 
maritime communications between the Republic 
and Eastern Asia are maintained by the Com- 
pagnie des Messageries Maritimes, whose boats 
run from Marseilles at intervals of fourteen 
days, and which receives from the State a large 
sum annually in the shape of subsidy. In con- 
nection with the same Company there is also a 
branch line between Havre and Marseilles with 
direct through bills of lading to all the ports of 
Eastern Asia touched by the Messageries Mari- 
times’ steamers. This Company has, however, 
itis recorded, raised its rates of freight con- 
siderably, the increase amounting to an inter- 
diction in the case of some classes of goods. 
This latter circumstance presses very heavily 
upon shippers in the northern French ports, and 
has given rise to an agitation in favour of a new 
service. Things have, indeed, proceeded so far 
as that some details of the proposed new service 
are published. The French Government, it is 
said, offers to subsidise a line of four 5,000-ton 
boats to the extent of 2,500,000 francs per an- 
num, and all the great French Steamship Com- 
panies have been invited to tender. The line 
is imtended to go at first from Dunkirk and 
Havre, will afterwards take in Nantes and Bor- 
deaux, and later on Marseilles and Algiers, and 
will run to Saigon, Hongkong, Shanghai, and 
Japan. The principal Companies competing 
for the work are the Compagnie Nationale, of 
Marseilles, the Compagnie Générale Transat- 
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lantique, of Paris, the Société Générale de 
Transport, of Marseilles, and some others. 
The boats to be placed in the line are to be new, 
and specially fitted for the transport of troops. 
On the return journey from China and Japan 
the steamers will accept freights for Europe 
without being bound to any specified itinerary 
or restricted to any particular ports of destina- 
tion, All those interested in the shipping trade 
between Europe and the East will watch the 
development of this scheme with great interest. 


SILK WAISTCOATS FOR EVENING DRBSS. 


“*Watss,” (this is an American paper's style 
in referring to H.R.H.) “ according to President 
Thomas Wardle, of the Silk Association of 
Great Britain and Ireland, has set the example 
of the fashion of wearing silk waistcoats for 
evening dress. This was done at a suggestion 
from the Silk Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland, with a view to giving a sort of fillip to 
the decaying silk industry of Great Britain, and 
the Prince made his selection from a number 
of specimens woven by a distinguished Spitals- 
field firm. If his Royal Highness’ lead is 
followed in this country, as we have followed 
the English fashions in other respects, it may 
prove more or less profitable to the American 
silk manufacturer, and furnish a reply to the 
hitherto unanswerable conundrum as to why 
those Anglo-maniacs, who roll up their trousers 
when it rains in London, were ever born.” 


THE NEW RAY. 

THE experiments made at the Imperial Univer- 
sity and First High School, Tokyo, in applying 
Prof. R6ntgen’s remarkable discovery to the 
photographing of opaque bodies have proved 
remarkably successful. Pictures were taken not 
only of the bones of the human hand but also 
of the skeletons of various small living mam- 
mals and reptiles. A bat was one of the first 
objects photographed, and the delicate bones of 
the wings, even the minute vertebrae of the 
spinal column were reproduced with marvelous 
exactness. An equally fine picture of the bones 
of a frog was taken from a living batrachian. 
A rat did not prove so good a subject, the ribs 
and skull being only very faintly reproduced 
after prolonged ‘‘exposure.” A dead snake 
(Elaphis virgafa), on the other hand, was ex- 
cellently taken, the strange rays printing a most 
clear picture of the bones of the skull, etc., on 
the sensilized plate. A butterfly did not do so 
well, probably owing to the lack of proper car- 
tilaginous structure. Some of the pictures taken 
are every whit as clear as the now famous 
illustrations published in Mature. We note, 
moreover, that the Zaiso, which is steadiy 
growjng more popular, has an excellent article 
on the subject, accompanying a full-page en- 
graving of more than usual interest since it shows 
the whole process and gives a good portrait of 
Prof. Rontgen at the same time. So far as the 
experiments have gone in Tokyo, there seems to 
be no limit to the power of the rays, providing 
that the electric current sent through the vacuum 
tube be strong enough. The stronger the current 
the clearer the picture, seems to be the rule. 
Under the circumstances, it is believed that no 
difficulty will be experienced in obtaining ka- 
thode pictures of any part of the human inter- 
nal organs, no matter how thick the mass of 
superincumbent tissue. If so, this would carry 
out the enthusiastic views of the Viennese pro- 
fessor, who proposes to revolutionize the practice 
of medicine with this latest scientific marvel. 


THE ONE THOUSAND GUINEAS. 


H.R.H. tHe Prince or Waves has won the 
One Thousand Guineas with Thais, Santa 
Maura being second, and Jolly Boat third, and 
if this performance over the Rowley Mile 
was a truly run race, His Royal Highness 
stands a good chance of pulling off the Oaks. 
There is no betting on the race in the latest 
home papers. Thais is a brown daughter of St. 
Serf and Poetry, and is a half-sister to Serpen- 
tine, that won the Woodcote Stakes at Epsom, 
bearing the same relation also to Serfdom, that 
won the Wynyard Plate at Stockton. The filly 
first carried the ‘‘ purple and scarlet” in the 
New Stakes at Ascot, where she ran third to 
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Roquebrnne. ‘Her next essay was at head- 
quarters, and in the July Stakes she ran third to 
Labrador (who ran third in the Two Thousand 
this year), there being only two necks between 
the first three. Thais only had one other 
chance as a two-year-old, when in the same 
month at Gatwick she earned winning brackets 
by carrying off the Crabbet Plate from a field 
of twelve. Santa Maura is a brown filly belong- 
ing to Mr. Douglas Baird, by St. Simon ex 
Paimflower. Like Thais, this filly only had 
three starts last year, and succeeded in pulling 
off one race. She came out at Sandown Park, 
where she ran second in a field of thirteen, but 
was successful a fortnight later at Goodwood, 
where she won the Prince of Wales’ Stakes, 
beating Labrador by two lengths, and she wound 
up the year at Doncaster, in the Champagne 
Stakes, where she ran unplaced, Jolly Boat 
getting home in front of her. Jolly Boat, a 
bay filly by Panzerschiff, ex Santa Félice, is 
owned by Lord Zetland, and after an unsuccess- 
ful attempt in the Hyde Park Plate at Epsom, 
she won four races right off the reel—the 
Breeder's Plate at Newmarket, the Biennial 
Stakes at Ascot, the Hurstbourne Stakes at 
Stockbridge, and the Convivial Produce Stakes 
at York, but in the latter race she only had one 
Opponent and started at odds on. She also ran 
twice at Doncaster, in the Champagne Stakes, 
as mentioned above, and in the Rous Plate, but 
was not placed in éither. All three fillies are 
engaged in the Oaks, and Thais and Santa 
Maura are in the St. Leger, the latter filly 
having a dozen other engagements. 


THE VALUS OF INSURANCE. 


No better instance of the value of Life Insur- 
ance could be offered, remarks a Shanghai 
contemporary, than the fact that three of the 
foreignerson the Onwa were insured inthe Equi- 
table for sums aggregating $25,000 Mexican. 
Presuming, which we trust is not the case, that 
these three men are drowned, we may well con- 
sider how long it would have taken to raise by 
subscription a sum of $25,000 for their families ; 
and that would have been charitable aid, where- 
as this is the result of prudence. It is some 
slight consolation to know that the foresight and 
thrift shown in these instances will assist mate- 
rially to lessen the distress which so often fol- 
lows a disaster of this kind. 


BURMAH TO INDIA AND CHINA BY RAIL. 


A CORRESPONDENT writing to the Manchester 
Guardian says:— 


The news which has come from Burmah that the 
survey of what is called the Hukong Valley Railway 
has been completed is likely to prove of great com- 
mercial importance. A party of surveyors started out 
from Assam and another from Burmah to survey a 
route for a line from the one Stateto the other; and 
both parties have now met in the neighbourhood of 
the Hukong Walley, their meeting being the first step 
in the connection by railway of India which Burmah 
and possibly also with China. The Hukong Valley, 
which is in the far north of Burmah, is said to be a 
fertile region in the basin of the Chindwin, the chief 
tributary of the Irrawaddy, and has long been a trade 
route from China towards Assam, amber and rubber 
being the product which mainly attract the Chinese 
caravans. It may be, as I mentioned some weeks ago, 
when describing the territorial changes on the Upper 
Irrawaddy, that some practicable route can be found 
into China that way. A glance at any recent map of 
the region would show how very closely Assam ape 
proaches to the Yunnan border ; and the railway into 
Burma now projected would seem to need very little 
extension to enter Chinese territory. What the country 
on the Chinese side of the Irrawaddy so far north may 
be is not known, for it has not yet been explored ; but 
it would be an unexpected solution of the question of 
railway communication with China if that communi- 
cation were established direct from Bengal through 
Assam into Yunnan—from the Valley of the Ganges 
across the Brahmaputra and the Irrawaddy into the 
Valley of the Yangtze. Yet it would appear now as 
if nothing were more likely. 


THE MANCHURIAN RAILWAY. 


A Sr. Pererssurc correspondent of the Veuesie 
Nachrichten writes as follows :— 


In reply to questions from England, the Russian Go- 
vernment some time ago declared that it knew nothing of 
any concession to build a railway through Manchuria 
having been granted to Russia by China, especially a con- 
cession to make a line from Nertchinsk via Tsitsihar, to 
Viadivostock, and Port Arthur. Shortly after this, Mr. 
Goschen, the British Chargé d’ Affaires in St. Petersburg, 
tead in a paper that the building of the Manchuria tail- 


ways was about to be begun in earnest, but on his ques- 
tioning Prince Lobanoff and Prince Khilkoff, the Minister 
of C.mmunications, on the subject, they both contradicted 
the statement. A few days later, however, Prince Khil- 
koff left for Siberia ‘‘for the sake of his health,” aod 
received at Krasnoyarsk a number of Russian engineers 
who had made surveys and observations in Manchuria, 
after which he returned to St. Petersburg. Shortly after 
this journey, the Siberian papers published reports of pre- 

arations for building the Manchurian railways; but to 

r. Goschen’s repeated enquires Prince Lobanoff again 
returned a positive denial that Russia had anything to do 
with these lines. ‘Ihe answer was perfectly correct, in 
form at least, since they are being built by French 
engineers, at the cost of the recently-founded Russo- 
Chinese Bank, But directly they are finished their junc- 
tion with the Siberian railway will, of course, be brought 
about, in the interest of general trade. Moreover, the 
Russo-Chinese Hank made the identity of the gauge of 
these lines with that of the Russian cailways—which differs 
from that of other European countries—the first condition 
of its advances. 


THE BRITISH SQUADRON. 

Tre China Afail believes information has been 
received that the cruisers /phigenia and Sirius 
are to be commissioned soon for the China 
Station to relieve the olus and Spartan. The 
new cruisers are of the same class as the Zolus 
and the Spartan. Upwards of £3,000 worth 
of machinery has arrived for the Naval Yard at 
Hongkong. The following officers have con- 
sented to act as trustees of the Edgar's Boat 
Relief Fund :—Admiral Sir R. Vesey Hamilton, 
Admiral the Hon. Sir E. Fremantle, Admiral 
Sir Walter Hunt-Grubbe, Admiral Halliday 
Cave, Captain the Hon. J. M. Yorke, R.N., and 
Colonel Gildea, Chairman of the Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Families Association, by whom the fund 
will bé administered. The Singapore Free 
Press hears that H.M.S. Undaunted will not 
now go north as soon as expected, but will re- 
main on there till June, when the Undaunted 
will be relieved by H.M.S. Graffon. On relief 
the Undaunted will go north to Hongkong, dock 
there, and subsequently join the Admiral’s flag. 
H.M.S. Spartan left Shanghai on Monday, 
they 12th, for Hankow, where a Court-martial is 
to be held on the man of the Zsk who had the 
misfortune to shoota man at Ichang some months 
ago. VWice-Admiral Buller’s flag was hoisted on 
H.M.S. Edgar at noon on Tuesday and duly 
saluted, though asa matter of fact the Admiral, 
who travelled overland from Kyoto, where he 
paid a flying visit with Mrs. Buller and their 
son, did not arrive in Yokohama till next day. 
H.M.S. Centurion, with several invalids for the 
Naval Hospital, may be expected here on the 
2oth. H.M.S. Alacréty arrived m Yokohama 
harbour on Tuesday morning. Just as H.M.S. 
Rainbow was getting ready to leave Nagasaki 
for Port Hamilton on May 8th, a telegraphic 
despatch was received, ordering her to remain 
there another week: she eventually left on the 
14th inst. 





A POSER FOR REPORTERS. 


THE reporters at the Jameson trial were hard 
putto it to spell the name of a place which came 
trippingly off the tongue of a Boer witness, but 
for which the ordinary signs of stenography 
offer no equivalent. In the depositions, it is 
said, the name appears as Van Uithoouis 
Winkelspruit. The nearest the Evening Stand. 
ard reporter got to it was Van Nit Hookiswinkel 
Sprint; the Glode gently modified this to Van 
Nit Hooriswinkel, while the Sun simplified it 
to Van Oudtshoorn's, and the Zvening News 
boldly made one fearsome word of it, thus— 
Vanoudtschawanswinkel. The rest of the re- 
porters fenced gently with it, or, like prudent 
men, declined it altogether. 


A SHOAL. 


Captain Naxkamizo, of the Afago Kan, reports 
having discovered a shoal near Kaminoura, 
Ukushima Island, one of the Goto group. At 
ebb tide there is only about 2 of a fathom of 
water upon it. The following are the bearings 
given :—From N. of Madara-shima S. W: by W. 
4 W; from W- of Aise S. } E., and from the W. 
of Ukushima N. W. by W. 2 W. 


. JAPANBSE SILK IN BNGLAND. 
ENGLAND, says the American Silk Fournal, is 
beginning to realize something of Japan’s com- 
petition. The first cargo of silk fabrics from 
Japan direct was received at Manchester re- 
cently, of2 the Manchester Ship Canal, and 
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created tremendous excitement when offered 
‘irrespective of cost, quality, or freight charges, 
at the uniform price of one shilling per yard, 
worth two-eleven to four shillings,” 


THE UNITED STATES MAILS. 

Tue departure of the next U.S. mail steamers 
will be somewhat close together. It is expect- 
ed that the Peru will be despatched on 
the 20th inst., though the date cannot be 
definitely fixed. The Peru will be first in 
San Francisco, however, as she goes direct to 
that port, while the Copéic goes vid Honolulu. 
The latter vessel will be despatched on her 
schedule date, the 23rd, unless some unfore- 
seen circumstance, detention for instance, 
delays her departure. 





MR. JUSTICE MOWAT. 

In consequence of the continued illness of Mr. 
J. J. Enslie, H.B.M. Consul at Kobe, Mr. 
Justice Mowat went south to hear the case of 
Reynell versus Cameron—an action to restrain 
defendant from continuing to trade there—that 
came before H.B.M. Consular Court at Kobe. 
The damages are placed at $5,000. Mr. Crosse 
appeared for plaintiff, and Mr. Lowder for de- 
fendant. 


IMPOKTANT APPOINTMENTS. 
MarsHaL Count Nozu, Commandant of the 
Imperial Guards, is to-day gazetted to the 
command of the Tokyo Defence Troops, his 
previous post being taken by Lieut.-General Vis- 
count Sakuma. Major-General Baron Kuroda 
was appointed Chief of the Staff of the Defence 
Troops. 


‘THE MENMUIR.” 
Messrs. Browne & Co., the local agents of the 
Eastern and Australian Steamship Co., Ltd., 
have received a telegram announcing that the 
steamship Alenmuir arrived at Hongkong on 
the 20th inst. 


AN IMPERIAL GRANT. 
T.I.M. THe Emepron and Empress granted 
yen 200 and yen 100 respectively towards the 
expenses of the Jenner Celebration. 


KOREA, RUSSIA, AND Ff APAN. 
—_—____@——_—_—_ 

Assuming the truth of the statements con- 
tained in the Micht Nicht Shimbun as to the 
negotiations now in progress between Russia 
and Japan with regard to Korea, we cannot fail 
to detect the likeness between the Rasso- 
Japanese situation to-day, and the China-Japan 
situation of rz years ago. Then, the King had 
placed himself under the protection of the 
Chinese ; now, he is under the protection of 
Russia ; then, Japanese and Chinese troops were 
in Séul, and the great question was whether they 
should be withdrawn and what understanding 
should be formulated with regard to their pos- 
sible return ; now, precisely the same perplexity 
existe asto the troops of Russia and Japan. 
There is an additional point requiring arrange- 
ment, however, namely, the ownership and 
guardianship of the Sdul-Fusan line of ‘tele- 
graph. The line was built by Japan and is 
Japan’s absolute property. Bat to keep it in 
working order requires a heavy expenditure, 
since -the constant disorders occurring in the 
districts thtough which it passes necessitate the 
posting of troops at various points along the 
route, and even that onerous and costly precau- 
tion does not suffice. If Japan retains posses- 
sion of the line, she must keep a force in Korea 
to guard it, and a force thus employed is vir- 
tually lost for all military purposes. Here, 
then, is a problem of much difficulty, for the 
only alternative means of communication be- 
tween Japan and Korea is vi¢ China. We 
doubt whether the history of the world ever pre- 
sented a case crying out more loudly for effi- 
cient administration than does the case of 
Korea. Were the little Kingdom governed with 
even moderate competence, it would cease at 
once to be a source of constant menace to 
the peace of the East. But its inhabitants do 
not seem capable of governing it, and the jeal- 
ousies of outside nations prevent any one else 
from undertaking the task. 
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CURRENT NEWS. 
arenqeeean? Vee 
The vernacular press is evidently convinced 
that the coming of Sir Andrew Noble and Mr. 
Watts has for its purpose the starting of a ship- 
building yard in Japan. The Asahé avers that 
their arrival is the result of negotiations between 
the Company and the Japanese Authorities, who, 
having reverted to their old idea, have decided 
to ask the Armstrong Company to establish a 
dockyard in Japan, where Japanese experts and 
mechanics will receive proper training under 
competent foreign experts, whom the Company 
will send hither, the dockyard to become 
Japan’s property after a certain definite period. 
The work, we read, will be started in the 
name of Japanese capitalists, but some 
portion of the funds will be supplied by fo- 
reigners, It is added, in this context, that 
a Japanese millionaire holds a large sum 
entrusted to him by an Englishman for invest- 
ment, and is now paying 3 per cent, interest on 
it. The Asahi surmises that the site of the 
contemplated dockyard will be Wada Point, in 
the neighbourhood of Hyogo. Mr. Iwasaki pos- 
sesses an extensive tract of ground there, and 
it is probable that he will be connected with the 
scheme. We reproduce these rumours as il- 
lustrations of the singular tendency prevailing 
among journalists in this country to find ex- 
planations for everything in surmises of their 
own. There is no truth whatever, so far as we 
can ascertain, in this story of a dockyard to be 
_ established by the great English company. It 
would be an admirable move on the part of the 
Japanese Government to provide such a method 
of educating the ship-building faculty in this 
country. But unfortunately the spirit of party 
politics can seldom be adapted to the dictates 
of practical wisdom. Japan, in order that 
hypersensitive patriotism may not be offended, 
must labour out her own destiny without re- 
course to aid that would not only expedite but 
greatly facilitate the process. 





The amalgamation of the two new steamship 
projects, one by Messrs. Asano, Abe, Shibu- 
sawa, and so forth, and the other by several 
capitalists of Yokohama, is said to be now on 
the verge of consummation. When the amal- 
gamation is completed, the capital will be in- 
creased to 10 million yes, an amount larger 
than the capital of the Yusen Kaisha by more 
than a million, and the independent services 
originally contemplated by the two companies 
—that is, to the eastern coast of America and to 
Batoum, and to Portland—will both be under- 
taken by the united Company. The service to 
Portland, forming a junction with the Oregon 
Railway, is at present monopolized by Messrs. 
Samuel Samuel and Co., but when the two 
Steamship Companies are amalgamated, 
Messrs. Samuel Samuel & Co. are expected 
to retire from the field in consideration of a sum 
of half a million yes annually for ten years, 
they, on their side, guaranteeing freight to the 
extent of 5 million yen annually. 


The projectors of the Oriental Steamship 
Company held a meeting on the gth inst., and 
decided to increase the capital from 4,300,000 
yen to 5,000,000 yen, this increase being neces- 
sitated by a decision that the speed of their 
vessels should be 14 knots instead of 12, as 
originally intended. 


The establishment of a new Steamship Com- 
pany in Osaka by Mr. Tateno Kozo, ex- 
Japanese Minister to Washington, and others, 
is likely to create strong competition on the 
part of the Companies that have been engaged 
in the same business at the same place for some 
years. These latter companies have held a 
private meeting, and determined to reduce their 
rates of fares and freights without limit. 


The Korean King has again sent despatches 
to Prince Wi-hwa and the grandson of the Tai 
Won.kun, now staving in Tokyo, directing them 
to return, but the newspapers state that they 
have determined not to obey His Majesty’s in- 
structions. 


The conflict of views between the Treasury 


and the Department of Agriculture and Com- 
merce, as to whether applications for mining 
leases submitted prior to April of this year, 
should be taxed according to the New Registra- 
tion Tax, was laid before the Cabinet for de- 
finite settlement, and the decision is in favour 
of the Treasury’s view, namely, that the tax 
must not be imposed. 


The Kokumin has along note about the so- 
called Japan-Russian enfente. The gist of 
the article is that the most knolty point standing 
in the way of a satisfactory arrangement is 
the question of stationing Russian troops in 
Sdul, Russia having asserted the necessity of 
stationing forces, within certain limits, in the 
Korean capital. The advisability of stationing 
Japanese troops was acknowledged last year at 
a conference of the Representatives, but the 
stationing of Russian troops is entirely another 
question, seeing that the presence ofa Japanese 
force was declared sufficient for preserving 
order. It is believed that the rumoured inter- 
ference of a certain Power (England) in the 
negotiations between Japan and Russia must 
be connected with the latter’s contention as 
to troops. Under the circumstances, an 
amicable settlement of the negotiations is 
not possible, unless one side or the other 
gives way. The situation is said to be now 
favourable to Japan, and the Kokuméin hopes 
that the Japanese Government will not suffer 
the opportunity to slip. We reproduce these 
rumours for the sake of showing what the 
vernacular press is saying, but we recommend 
our readers to receive with extreme caution all 
journalistic statements on this topic. 


The attempt of the Opposition to sound the 
policy of the new Home Minister in the matter 
of press consorship, has gonea little too far, Its 
organ, a periodical called the Shrmpo, has been 
suspended, on the familiar ground of injury to 
public tranquillity. The new Home Minister, 
observes the Zokyo Shimbun (Liberal organ), 
respecting as he does the importance of free- 
dom of speech and press, is resolved lo pursue 
a very liberal policy in the matter of their 
control, and therefore, though not a few pub- 
lications reported to the Home Office since his 
installation contained passages of extreme views, 
they have been left unpunished, since they were 
chiefly directed against the Ministry in power and 
were not really prejudicial to the maintenance 
of public tranquillity. Under the circum- 
stances, the ban proclaimed against the Shimpo 
came to the Zokyo Shimbun, as a bolt from the 
blue. Our contemporary learns, however, that 
the article headed ‘ The Manifesto,” as given in 
that periodical—an article subscribed by such 
leading men of the party as Messrs. Kusumoto 
and Shimada, President and Vice-President of 
the Honse of Representatives, and several others 
—is practically a revolutionary document, and 
that the ideas underlying the writing must be 
plainly regarded as intended to incite agitation. 
Therefore, the Minister’s sense of the grave re- 
sponsibility attaching to his position impelled 
him to issue the mandate of suspension, in the 
interests of public good order. It is supposed 
that the article must have been penned either by 
Mr. Ozaki Yukio or Mr. Shiga Shigetaka. 


With reference to the issue of an Imperial 
Ordinance of an urgent nature, relating to the 
control of Japanese travel to Korea, the Liberal 
organ learns that, hitherto, whenever an applica- 
tion was submitted for a passport covering pas- 
sage to Korea, thiere devolved upon the Home 
Office the responsibility of conducting strict 
inquiries into the character of the applicant as 
well as his past conduct, and the Foreign Office 
used the information as a basis for the official at- 
titude towards him while he remained in Korea. 
The effective control of so many persons by the 
Minister and Consuls of Japan proved of no 
easy nalure, especially when a crisis impended. 
Further,as one week's grace was allowed toa per- 
son ordered to leave the country, it not unfre- 
quently happened that the order proved practi- 
cally useless in so far as its special purpose was 
concerned. In short, the efficient control of so 
many Japanese in Korea by the Department of 
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Foreign Affairs being virtually impossible, the 
Cabinetis said to have resolved to make the Home 
Office adopt preventive measures on this side. 
The situation in Korea is critical, the negotia- 
tions with Russia requiring that Japan should 
exercise the utmost caution and the most skil- 
ful diplomacy. It is of supreme importance at 
this juncture to interdict the passage to Korea 
of Japanese likely to make trouble, especially 
as not a few of the men implicated in the Affair 
of February 11, and tried and acquitted by the 
Hiroshima tribunal on the ground of insuffi- 
cient evidence, are believed to be contemplating 
a return to the peninsula. While that alone is 
sufficient to justify the Authorities in issuing 
the Control! Regulations, the necessity of such 
regulations becomes still more urgent in view 
of the fact that alarming evidences of a crisis 
are observable from another and entirely dis- 
tinct quarter. 


It seems regrettable that the idea of disposing 
of the two mines of Sadoand Ikunoand the Osaka 
Smelting Establishment, now under the Con- 
trol of the Imperial Estates Bureau, should have 
come upon the faprs just at the moment when 
the metropolitan papers were perplexed for want 
of a topic of discussion. The result is that the 
Opposition journals and the Chuo have magni- 
fied the affair to extravagant dimensions, article 
after article on the subject appearing in every 
issue of these papers. They tell us that Mr, 
Iwamura, Chief of the Imperial Estates Bureau, 
and brother of Mr. Hayashi Yuzo, compiled a 
report, showing that the mines are not so un- 
profitable as they were originally represented lo 
be, that this discovery by certain officers of the 
Household has added considerable strength to 
the anti-transfer party, and that the question 
hes been indefinitely postponed. All these 
statements are emphatically contradicted by the 
Fiji Shimpo and the Nichi Nicht Shimbun. 
Both declare that the Authorities are de- 
termined to disregard the senseless clamour 
of a section of the public, and to carry out 
the original programme. The Fifi says that 
the Estates Bureau is preparing a system 
of bidding and fixing the upset price, and that 
the utmost care will be taken to make the 
bidding as fair and the price as high as possible. 
If so, all the noise saised by the Opposition 
papers, has effected nothing, except to incite 
some agitation among the people of Sado and 
Ikuno, who have presented petitions or sent de- 
legates to Tokyo to protest against the disposal 
of the mines. 


Pak Yong-ho has started from New York 
for Japan, and his arrival in Yokohama is ex- 
pected within a few days. 


A rumour persistently circulated by some of 
the Tokyo papers that Sir Andrew Noble and 
Mr. Watt were invited over by the Japanese 
Government to construct at Kobe, in conjunc- 
tion with the Mitsubishi Firm, a branch dock- 
yard or arsenal of the great English Company 
with which they are connected, is emphatically 
contradicted by the Michi Nichi and the Sho- 
gyo Shimpo. The former declares that there ig 
no reason whatever at present to desire the 
establishment of a foreign arsenal, though such 
was not the case a lew years ago. The Naval 
Arsenal at Kure, for instance, is furnished 
with a complete plant of machinery, and all 
the work carried on there is undertaken, under 
the control of Captain Yamanouchi, by 
Japanese experts and machines, who are 
doing excellently well, though not assisted 
by any toreigners. If, however, the two in- 
fluential managers of the Armstrong Company 
have come with the view of securing contracts 
for ship-building, their journey can accomplish 
nothing, for though the Armstrong Company 
has done much thus far for Japan, the nation 
is not under such obligations to the Company 
as to be obliged to show its managers the 
programme of Naval increment. Consequently 
no naval constructor has thus far seen either 
gentleman, who seem therefore to be a little 
disappointed, and are now alleging their trip 
is purely for pleasure. Sir Andrew and his 
partner will make a short visit to Nikko, and 
will go home by the Canadiau mail leaving 
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COUNT INOUYE, COUNT OKUMA, 


AND MR, FUKUZA WA. 
& 

Count Inouye and Count Okuma are now 
visiting their respective birth places, while Mr. 
Fukuzawa has gone to Ise with his family to 
carry out his long-cherished desire of visiting 
the great Shrines. The speeches that these 
distinguished worthies have delivered are re- 
ported in the Tokyo papers and prove of much 
interest. Count Inouye, speaking at school 
in the village where he was born, said that 
education had three great brauches, viz , moral, 
intellectual, and physical. Of the three, he at- 
tached greatest importance to the intellectual 
branch of education. Of course inintellect there 
was a good as well as a bad side, and in order 
to promote the development of the former, 
moral education must be enforced, In educat- 
ing children, the school and the parents must 
be in close contact, the two endeavouring 
to bring out all that is good in the pupils, 
while eradicating the tendency to turn towards 
evil ways. While travelling through Okayama, 
the speaker saw in many places farms turned 
into waste places owing to a flood that visited 
the district a few yearsago. He suggested that 
it might be advantageous to induce the school 
children to plant young pines or other trees on 
the denuded hills. Subsequently he was in- 
formed that this suggestion had been acted 
upon with excellent results. The Count cele- 
brated his 61st birthday at Yamaguchi. His 
Excellency and Countess Inouye, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Inouye Katsunosuke, entertained 
on 
brities. 


Yokohama on the 24th instant. We (Fapan 
Mail) may inform the Michi Niché that Sir 
Andrew Noble never assigned any reason but 
pleasure for his trip. The Shogyo says that those 
who believe in the rumour thatthe Mitsubishi and 
the Armstrong Company are about to construct 
a dock-yard at Kobe as a joint concern, reveal 
their ignorance, for the open space at the mouth 
of the River Minato, said to be the spot on 
which the imaginary yard is to be built, covers 
fifteen hundred /subo, whereas for the contem- 
plated enterprise these creduluous persons as- 
sert that a space of at least 25 thousand /sudo 
is necessary. The fact is that it is the Mitsu- 
bishi firm that contemplates constructing a 
branch dock-yard at the mouth of the river, 
The idea first emanated from the Military and 
Naval Authorities, who, taught by the experience 
garnered during the War, were convinced of 
the absolute necessity of having a suitable dock- 
yard tor repairing transports within the limits of 
the lines of defence. Iu compliance with a sug- 
gestion from the Authorities, the firm decided 
to construct a branch dock-yard at (he mouth of 
the River Minato, on ground belonging to the 
Departments of War and of the Navy, and sub- 
mitted an application that the land should be 
exchanged for some which the firm owns in 
Tokyo and Osaka. ‘hat is objected to by the 
Hyogo Local Office, on the ground that when 
the harbour-construction scheme of Kobe is 
completed, the mouth of the river will be- 
come the centre of the combined Kobe-Hyogo 
city, therefore to appropriate it as a site fora 
dock-yard would be highly objectionable. The 
matter is still unsettled. 


The latest despatches received by the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Commerce report 
that the damage caused by the frost on the 
8th instant, has been somewhat exaggerated. 
Accounts from Gumma put the average dam- 
age at about 8 per cent., and those from Fuku 
shima give the same figure. In Yamanashi, 
Kanagawa, and Aichi the grubs are growing 
very satisfactorily, and the cocoons of the ear- 
liest variety are expected to come upon the 
market about the 18th instant. 


Mr. Tokutomi, Editor of the Kokumin, 
starts for Europe and America by the next 
mail; his object is to make a year’s tour of in- 
spection. Evidently his paper is in a flourish- 
ing condition. ——_—_—- 

As was anticipated, Count Sano, President 
of the Red Cross Association of Japan, has 
been appointed chairman of the High Council 
of Agriculture, Commierce, and Industry. The 
delay in appointing a President for another im- 
portant new establishment, namely the Iron 
Foundry, evokes much adverse comment from 
the Tokyo papers, They blame the Minister 
of Agriculture and Commerce, under whose 
control the Foundry isto be. Five or six per- 
sons are understood to have been approached 
by the Minister, but without success. The 
latest candidate is Mr. Takeuchi Tsuna, one 
of Count Itagaki’s right-hand men. | 








ing of Fuji. 


gence to my baby talk !”) 


of the pre-Restoration era. 
being a series of feasts given or received. 
has spoken at schools, 
and to leading citizens of Saga. At the Saga 
attained by the district in pre-Restoration days 


the vigilant auspices of Lord Nabeshima 
Kanso, one of the leading feudal princes of the 
time. The Xo-dokan, the name of the school 
which that esteemed man established, enjoyed 
not only high fame in Kyushu, but was noted 
throughout the country. On the model of this 
school another famous Lord of the time, Rekko 
of Mito, established a similar institution of the 
same name in Mito. Numbers of scholars 
flocked to Saga, not only from the neighbouring 
districts of Kagoshima and Kumamoto, but even 
from remote districts. The late Prince Iwakura 
and his brother, for instance, prosecuted their 
studies at Saga. After re-counting the dis- 
tinguished position that Saga formerly held in 
matters of education, the Count said that he 
could not but deplore the decadence that sub- 
sequenily setin. Before an assembly of lead- 
ing citizens the Count spoke strongly upon the 
decline in Saga’s prosperity. He observed that 
he was astonished at the ruinous condition of the 
city. This decay was entirely due to lack of 
energy on the part of the Saga people and to the 
presence of an enormous number of persons 
having mo fixed occupation. Especially was 
he highly displeased at the deplorable ap- 
pearance of the shrine dedicated to the memory 
of the late Prince Nabeshima Kanso. He 
thought that the people as much as the Local 
Office, and those in the household of Marquis 
Nabeshima, must be held accountable for this 
negligence. Speaking to a meeting of business 
men, the Count referred to the future of Japanese 
economics. Japan spent onthe war nearly 230 
million yen, but was to receive an indemnity from 
China amounting to 350 million yen: the war 
may therefore be said to have profited Japan by 
120 million yen. On the other hand, as the result 


URGENCY ORDINANCE CONZ ROL- 
LING TRAVEL TO KOREA. 


raat loti 

On the rith instant, the following Imperial 

Ordinance was published :— 
UrGency ORDINANCE. 

We, considering that uspency exists, do hereby 
ordain, in accordance with the 8th Article of the 
Constitution and by the advice of Our Privy 
Council, that with the exception of civil and mili- 
tary officials, or of persons acting under orders fiom 
heads of Departments, no Japanese subjects shall 
be permitted to proceed to Korea, unless he has 
received permission from the Governor of the dis- 
trict in which he resides, and we direct this pros 
hibition to be duly published. 

IMPERIAL OrpiNancr, No. 204. 

With the exception of civil or military officers, 
or of persons acting wider the orders of heads of 
Departments, no Japanese subject is permitted to 
visit Korea unless be has first obtained the per: 
mission of the Governor of the district in which he: 
resides, Any one violating this prohibition shall 
be liable to major confinement for from one montis 
to one year, together with a fine of from 20 to 20 
yen. This Ordinance shall go into force from th 
day of its promulgation. 
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this occasion over seventy local cele- 
As a souvenir of the occasion each 
guest received a crape fukusa bearing a paint- 
It also bore an autograph poem 
by the Count, running as follows:—Xyo yor! wa 
moto no akago ni kayert kert mina san gomen 
dada-o intemo (‘‘I have returned to the place 
of my infancy, and I beg you to grant indul- 


Count Okuma’s present visit to his birth-place 
is the first since he left Saga in the latter days 
His reception 
appears to have been on a most extensive scale, 
He 
to business men, 





Middle School he spoke of the prominence 


inall things appertaining to education, under 


of the war, Japan had now to spend about 280 
million yes on the expansion of her armaments 
and industry, and viewed from an indirect stand- 
point Japan bad lost 150 million yen through the 
war. Of the money that the Government actually 
spent on the war the Count was of opinion that 
the portion that left Japan did not exceed 50 mil- 
lion yen. The sum of 120 million yen thus far 
received from China would sooner or later make 
its appearance in the market, and would swell 
the volume of currency. This undue increase in 
the volume of currency had a very grave bearing 
on trade and industry. The Count expected 
the money market to remain stationary for 
some time yet, but as the sum deposit- 
ed in the Bank of England to the credit of 


Japan was to be drawn out by next year, a 


sudden swelling of the currency was unavoid- 
able. The excessive issues of inconvertible 
notes subsequently to the civil war of Satsuma 
in 1877 did not make any appreciable differ- 
ence till about four years afterwards, when a 
general depression swept over the country. 
However, as the wealth of the country had greatly 
increased since that time, and as railways and 
banks had been developed to an unprecedented 
extent, the reaction that must follow this undue 
swelling of the currency might not last long, 
and the progress of enterprises now projected 
might not be impaired to any great extent. 

It will be remembered that: while the Japant 
China war was still proceeding, Mr. Fuku- 
zawa and his family contributed 10,000 yen to- 
wards the War Fund. At that time, Mr. Fuku- 
zawa had just attained his 61st year, and he 
intended to celebrate the anniversary according 
to usual Japanese custom, and afterwards to 
undertake a trip to the great shrines of Ise, 
But these plans were all postponed, and the 
money he had set aside for them he contribut- 
ed to the War Fund. Last year he celebrated 
his 62nd anniversary, and now he has been en- 
abled to carry out his original wish. Znrouteto 
and from Ise, he was entertained by the leading 
citizens of the principal towns where he put up. 
At Nagoya, Mr. Fukuzawa was asked to deliver 
a speech, and he chose for his subject, educa- 
tion. He compared education to the two swords 
that a samurai used to wear in the olden days, 
and observed that as the swords were worn, 
not for the purpose of cutting down others but 
to guard oneself from danger, so it was with 
education. Education was intended to guard 
one from various disadvantages and loss. Every 
boy and girl in Japan should be tempered by 
some of the rudiments of education, and for 
those that had talents and opportunities the 
completer polishing of the University should be 
sought. 


COUNT ITAGARKI AND THE 
“ ¥IVU-TO.” 


_——_—o_____——_ 

There has been much talk about the supposi- 
tion that Count Itagaki retains his connection 
with the Liberal Party, though holding the 
portfolio of Home Affairs. It will be remem- 
bered that immediately on entering the Cabinet, 
he resigned his position as President of the 
Party. But the public imagined that he retained 
his membership, and persons disposed to be 
hostilely critical did not fail to make capital out 
of the hypothesis. The Zokyo Shimpo now 
dispels that delusion. It says that on the 26th 
of September, 1890, on an occasion still fresh 
in the memory of all students of Japan’s modern 
politics, Count Itagaki formally withdrew from 
the Party. Subsequently, at the earnest request 
of his devoted followers, he consented to act as 
President, but his name was never again placed 
on the nominal roll of the Party, and does not 
appear in the list submitted for official inspection 
in accordance with the provisions of law. Cuon- 
sequently it is absolutely true to say that he is 
no longer connected in any way with the Fzyu-éo. 


REVISED TREATY WITH DENMARK. 
—_—__——_—@—_ 


The Micht Nicht Shimbun announces that 
the ratifications of the revised treaty with Den- 
mark were exchanged at Copenhagen on the 
6th instant. 
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THE FAPANESE MERCHANT. 


——__—_—_>—__ - ——_---- 


foreign markets and hjs want of financial 
facilities. Besides, even the Japanese 
themselves must recognise that they could 
not possibly find better, cheaper, or more 
convenient commercial intermediaries be- 
tween themselves and the outer world 
than the resident foreign merchants. At 
first, too, the attempts made by Japanese 
individuals or companies to shake off the 
alien middle-man proved such fiascos that 
their example was expected to be com- 
pletely deterrent. But it was not. The 
ambition did not cease to be effective be- 
cause its early results were disastrous. 
Little by little the Japanese have crept 
into the foreigner’s place, until last year 
their direct share in the export and import 
trade was 65 million yes against 1954 mil- 
lions on the foreign side. In fact, their 
share has doubled within nine years, a 
rate of progress that cannot be reconciled 
with the disqualifications commonly at- 
tributed to them by foreigners. What is 
the truth, then, about the Japanese mer- 


and hospitals of Dr. KITASATO; or to 
the excellent work done by himself and 
Dr. AQYAMA in Hongkong two years 
ago; or to the splendidly humanitarian 
discoveries of Dr. YOSHIMATSU, as set 
forth in a recent issue of the Mew York 
Herald. But, taking Tokyo as the focus 
of the Empire’s learning, it is, in the first 
place, remarkable to watch the local deve- 
lopment of hospital work. The capital 
now has a number of such institutions 
second to none in point of popularity and. 
successful treatment. Dr. SATO’S fine hos- 
pital in Hongo District has clinics attended ‘ 
daily by from §00 to 700 people ; the great ’ 
Dat-nt Byoin attached to the Imperial 
University is no less successful; Dr. 
KASHIMURA’S roomy hospital in Kanda 
District; Dr. HARADA’S in Nihonbashi ; 
the Red Cross Hospital in Shiba; the 
Charité in Honjo, and Dr. KATO’s famous 
surgical clinic in Kyobashi, all these are 
establishments of which the most ad- 
vanced European nation might well be 


HE longer we live in Japan, the more 

difficult does it become to make any 
thoroughly accurate analysis of Japanese 
character. Many men have written many 
essays on the subject, but the impression 
conveyed in every case is that of a sub- 
jective, rather than an objective, picture. 
If we could approach the question from 
the proper point of view, whatever that 
may be, we should probably find no dif- 
ficulty in agreeing about the solution, but 
* there are such a multitude of prejudices to 
be got rid of on the threshold and so many 
traditional conceptions of cause and effect 
to be amended, that somehow we never 
find the proper point of view. The Japa- 
nese merchant, for example, is generally 
regarded by the foreigner as a very in- 
ferior sort of being, lacking the first ele- 
ment of commercial success, namely, a 
due perception of the value of good faith, 
and deficient also in the capacity of or- 
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chant ? 


_ what was its verge a quarter of a century 
, ago is now its centre. 


? Western standard. Nor is it in the mat- 


ep 


ganization and perseverance. A part of 
this hostile judgment has become almost 
a household word. Nobody ventures to 
deny that commercial probity is sadly de- 
ficient in Japan, and that commercial pro- 
gress is correspondingly retarded. Yet it 
is difficult to reconile these theories with 
some facts that thrust themse]ves on our 
observation. Who are they that have 
derived most advantage from the foreign 
trade of the country; the foreigners who 
originated it, who have taken all its risks 
upon their shoulders and who have pro- 
vided the capital and the experience neces- 
sary forcarryingit on, or the Japanese who 
came into it with everything to learn and 
scarcely anything to lose? There can be 
no doubt about the answer. One fact 
speaks volumes. The bulk of the trade 
has increased nearly three-fold during the 
past nine years, but the number of fo- 
reigners engaged in it has remained 
almost the same. Should it not follow 
that the gains of these men are propor- 
tionately greater? Their business having 
trebled, they ought to thrive at least twice 
as well as before. But there is no evi- 
dence of such prosperity on the foreign 
side. Only the Japanese flourish, fare 
sumptuously, and build up big fortunes. 
Westward of Yokohama proper the Japan- 
ese settlement grows perpetually until 


It seems that the 
lion’s share of profit has fallen to the 
Japanese, whatever may be their defects 
and incapacities when measured by a 


ter of profits only that the Japanese can 
show a better record. They are also 
gradually and steadily encroaching upon 
the field hitherto occupied almost exclu- 
sively by foreigners. It has been a gene- 
rally received article of faith that what is 
called ‘direct trade’ must remain fora 
long time beyond the reach of the Japan- 
ese merchant, owing to his ignorance of 





If success be any measure of 


competence, he is decidedly competent. 
The Chinese merchant has not obtained 
any such independent place in his coun- 
try’s foreign trade. 
to remain in the old groove or unable to 
emerge from it. 
of difference to be noted. The margin 
of profit that the Japanese leave to the 
foreigner is much narrower than that left 
by the Chinese. 


He is either content 


There is another point 


If any object of Japan- 
ese production attains a high value in 
Western markets, the Japanese trader 
manages to exact the last sex of the ap- 
preciation. Some critics call that greedi- 
ness; others speak of it as astuteness. 


We do not pretend to determine, but we 
think that the last word has not by any 


means been said about the Japanese 
merchant. 





MEDICAL PROGRESS IN F¥APAN. 


Se ae 
(COMMUNICATED.) 

OT the least of the many proofs of 
Japan’s fitness to rank with tht en- 
lightened nations of the Occident, is the 
remarkable progress made during the last 
decade in the field of medical research and 
discovery. The Medical College in the 
Imperial University ranks next to that of 
Law in point of students, each class being 
largely attended by very earnest and zea- 
lous young men, who almost invariably 





win name and fame for themselves after 


obtaining the coveted diploma entitling 
them to the style of /gaku-sht, “literally” 
“Scholar in Medical Science,” and the 
Japanese equivalent for the European 
M.D. Within the last half-dozen years, 
in particular, not only has medical science 
been remarkably popular, but its achieve- 
ments in this Empire have also proved of 
world-wide interest. We need not do 
more here than refer in passing to the 
marvellous discoveries and no less tan- 


gible cures coming from the laboratories 


Google 


surely wise to err on the safe side. 


proud. ‘rue, most of the buildings are in 


Japanese style—the usual flimsy sort of 
architecture that is so easy to admire but 


so difficult for European dwelling. The 
patients lie on clean mattresses spread 


over spotless mats and everywhere the 


strictest cleanliness is enforced, antiseptic 


precautions being carried almost to ex- 


tremes in some instances, though it is 


the doctors and their assistants are dress- 


ed in foreign costume, and in all first-class 


establishments the nurses are counterparts 
of those who walk with noiseless step the 
wards of Guy’s or the renowned Charité 
in Berlin—the scene of ViIRCHOW’S and 
LANGENBECK’S greatest triumphs. 

Look in for a moment at Dr. KATO’S 


operating rooms in Kobiki-cho, Kyobashi 


District, and one might well imagine one- 


But 


self transported to Germany or France > 


All the latest instruments are kept there, ; 


in suggestive rows, while a dozen or more 


trained assistants bring in one case after) 
another, and each is treated in a rapid,\ 


skilful, confident manner deserving of the 
highest admiration. Or see the operating 


theatre in the Funtendo, the ‘‘ Hall of} 


Propitious Heaven’’—for that is the sound- 
ing title enjoyed by Dr. SATO’S hospital— 
ona busy Sunday. The floors and walls 
are covered with zinc, the rising circular 
benches filled with interested and eager 
students: while the great physician, who 
restored Viceroy Li to health, performs 
wonders of skill, worthy of his long Ger- 
man training. Once again go to the new 
clinic for consumptives recently establish 
ed by Dr. YOSHIMATSU near Shimbashi. 
Here, daily, scores of the worst cases are 
treated with almost always beneficial 
results. The long, delicate hypodermic 
needle is plunged directly into the diseas- 
ed tissue of the lungs, the few minims of 
the wonderful fluid effectually destroving 
the dreaded bacilli and arresting the fatal 
progress of the tuberculosis. Truly, of 
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such men Japan has greater reason to 


» boast than of the most successful of her 


Generals. 

Another gratifying sign of the times 
is found in the rapidity and skill with 
which the most advanced theories of the 
day are here adopted and put to the test, 
often with well-deserved success; Dr. 
KuRIMOTO’S work at Nagasaki last year, 
for example. It will perhaps be remem- 
bered that some cases of hydrophobia— 
the first on record in Japan and certainly 
coming from Shanghai—made their ap- 
pearance. Thanks to prompt police 
action, the ownerless dogs in the Settle- 
ment were impounded and the disease 
stamped out with energy and despatch. 
Of the twenty people bitten by dogs not 
one case was lost, a most excellent re- 
cord. This was due to Dr. KURIMOTO 
who followed PASTEUR’S methods in their 


latest form and without the least mishap.. 


His very interesting article on the sub- 


ject appears in a recent number of the 


Chugwat [71 Shimpo. Iva similar strain 
could the work of Dr. KAKO, the otolo- 
gist, and his noted confrére, Dr. KANA- 
SUGI, be referred to. The former special- 
ist, in particular, rendered most valuable 
service throughout the late war. Nor 
must, in this connection, Dr. KITASATO’S 
diphtheria specific, based on the lines in- 
augurated by KOCH, be forgotten. The 
recent winter saw an epidemic of this 
disease in the capital, Dr, KITASATO’S 
hospital in Shiba being crowded to its 
fullest extent with sufferers of all ages. 
Except in cases where death was only a 
few hours off when the patient was ad- 
mitted, the treatment proved uniformly 
successful. 

The medical periodicals published 
throughout the Empire afford another 
proof of the progressive tendencies of 
Japanese medicine. One could wish that 
many of the essays found therein might be 
given to the public in foreign garb, of 
such universal interest and importance are 
they. This verdict does not, of course, 
hold good of all that appears in print; in 
Japan, as in Western lands, crude, not to 
say flighty, essayists are no rarity. Yet 
the medical press of the nation is undeni- 
ably well and carefully edited. It is a 
surprise to learn that no less than 
fifty periodicals belong to the field of 
medicine, the majority being monthly 
publications. Foremost comes the Chu- 
gwat [jt Shimpo, a fortnightly with an ap- 
proximate circulation of 3,000 copies—a 
figure not reached by any other medical 
publication in Japan. The editor is Dr. 
HARADA, to whom reference has already 
been made. The Sei / Kwai Zasshi, or 
‘Journal for the Propagation of Foreign 
Medicine,” is another excellent periodical, 
though often sadly marred by almost un- 
intelligibly incorrect essays in the Eng- 
lish language. The Shiritsu Etset Kwat 
Zasshi is really not a medical publication 














in the strict sense of the word, as it deals 
solely with sanitation and hygiene. Ithas 
30,000 subscribers. The Jokyo /jt Shinsht, 
published weekly, is edited by a good 
man and thorough scholar, Dr. KANJI 
FUTAKAMI. It has nearly reached its 
thousandth number, and has a circulation 
of about 2,000. Another’ excellent 
publication is the Zokyo Jgaku Kwai 
Zasshi, edited by Prof. SASAKi, the or- 
gan of the Tokyo Medical Associa- 
tion. This is in the ninth volume of 
its existence; appears twice a month: 
and has a circulation of about 1,500. Note- 
worthy also is the Kokka Igaku Kwat Zas- 
shi, or “Journal of Forensic Medicine.” 
This is a monthly and is very ably edited. 
Outside of the metropolis, the Kyoto Jgaku 
Kwai Zasshi is worthy of commendation, 
though it does not stand on quite the same 
level with those already cited. The Four- 


nal of the Pharmaceutical Soctety of 


‘Japan, over 320 numbers issued, has about 
‘1,500 subscribers and is an undisputed 
authority. It bias is strongly German. 
Reference may also be made to the Shika 
Gaku Kwat Zasshi, or ‘ Journal of Dental 
Surgery.” This, like most Japanese medi- 
cal periodicals, is the organ of a Society 
of which nearly every dental practitioner 
in the Empire isa member. In this branch 
of surgery the Japanese are centuries 
ahead of the national dentisty of twenty 
or thirty years ago. .Dr. WATANABE’S 
dental rooms and clinic in Surugadai, 
Kanda, would be admired in any country. 
His artificial work, in particular, pre- 
sents many novel features, on some of 
which patents have been taken out. 
Favourable mention might be made of at 
least adozen other operators in Tokyo. 

The above data, brief and superficial 
though they necessarily are, cannot he 
considered otherwise than instructive and 
suggestive. They show, beyond all pos- 
sibility of doubt, that Japan in her adop- 
tion of Western medicine has by no means 
blindly followed the lead of others, but has 
boldly struck out for herself on new lines. 
This same phenomenon could, we think, 
be deduced from the record of every other 
science now practised in this Empire. Ifthe 
medical experts, the bacteriologists, sur- 
geons, and specialists of Japan have in so 
few years done such yeoman’s service to 
the cause of their chosen science, we may 
justly expect a continuance of progress 
and even better things in the future. 





GREATER NEW YORK. 
—— »—___—. 

Greater New York, as fixed by the Lexon 
Bill, which has just passed both branches of the 
New York State legislature, is to have an area 
of 359.75 square miles and a population of 
3,195,000. The corresponding figures for 
London are 688.31 square miles, and 4,231,431 
citizens. Brooklyn is of course included with- 
in the bounds of the newly mapped city. The 
proposed change of limits is to take place from 
January rst, 1898. . . 
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CONCERT IN TOKYO. 
pen eg OC $ . 

A concert for the benefit of the Girls’ Indus- 
trial School, under the auspices of the Japanese 
Ladies Educational Society, was given in the 
Music Hall of the Academy of Music, Uyeno, 
Tokyo, on the afternoon of the 4th instant. The 
concert commenced at half-past two and lasted 
until six, and the Hall was crowded in every. 
part. As to the object of the concert, all neces- 
sary information is furnished in the circular 
accompanying the notice of performance :— 

Feeling the necessity of giving work to poor 
girls, we, the Japanese Ladies’ F ducational So- 
ciety, started, four years ago, a “ Guls’ Industrial 
School,” and a ‘ Primary School” (free). 

To out great satisfaction, the undettaking has 
proved successful. For the improvement of the 
school, it has now become our duty to ask for some 
assistance from the public and for this purpose, 
we arranged a concert, the proceeds of which will 
be given to the School Funds. 

It will be seen from the programme, which we 
append below, that the concert included vari- 
ous elements—foreign and Japanese music, 
an address, and a reading. We regret that we 
can not write enthusiastically. Eyen the Im- 
perial String Band did not show execation or 
feeling such as one expects from a body of 
highly trained musicians at a concert, and of the 
vocal choruses by the students of the Academy, 
it must be recorded that they evinced no im- 
provement on past efforts. Rather, indeed, 
were evidences of retrogression apparent. Of 
instrumental music by the students or faculty 
of the Academy there was practically none. A 
pianoforte solo by Miss Toyama, though exe- 
cuted with accuracy and crispness, was al- 
together too slightand mechanical a performance 
to deserve public attention, and a violin salo by 
Miss N. Koda could scarcely be credited to the 
Academy, foreMiss Koda ‘has only just returned 
from a long course of study in Europe. What- 
ever be her connection with the Academy, 
however, she is unquestionably an artiste of high 
ability. To admirable command of her in- 
strument, she adds perfect grace in the use of 
her bow. Whether her musical instinct belongs 
to the same rank as her technical excellence 
must remain an open question until further and 
more favourable opportunities of hearing her 
have been afforded, but we think that Japan 
may be congratulated on possessing a violiniste 
of such promise. Specially enjoyable features 
of these affairs have hitherto been concerted 
pieces for several violins, and for violins, piano, 
and Xofo. Nothing of the kind figured on 
Saturday’s programme. In truth, so far as the 
students of the Academy were concerned, the 
performance was most disappointing. We are 
mistaken, we hope, in drawing the evident 
inference that to dispense with foreign instruc- 
tion at the Academy was premature, and that 
musical development in Japan is now seriously 
checked. Mr. Braccialini, though his voice lack- 
ed something of its usual timbre, afforded great 
pleasure by his rendering of a solo from the 
“ Cavalleria Rusticana,”and “‘ Libro Santo,” and 
was very cleverly accompanied by Miss Koda 
(Junior) on the violin and Miss Tachibana on 
the piano. There were three performances of 
Japanese music, concerning which we have 
nothing to say except that they were doubtless 
good of their kind. An experience of twenty- 
nine years has not brought us into any kind 
of sympathy with the sounds of the samisen, 
the oso, the ¢susumi, and so forth, neither 


-|have we ever discovered a reasonable ex- 


planation of the complacence with which the 
people of this country listen to the querulous 
croaking of old folks crooning tuneless diities 
to an accompaniment of eternal sameness. 
In the West, men or women affecting a title. 
to be heard in public regard the possession 
of a fine vocal organ as an essential qualification, 
but in Japan it suffices if a singer's notes are. 
in time, though their quality be far below that of 
a street huckster’s chaunt. However, the pain- 
ful monotony of last Saturday’s Japanese music 
was at least relieved by a feat. Miss Suganami, 
a tiny child of, perhaps, eight years, sang fault- 
lessly a nagauéa that lasted fully fifteen minutes, 
with accompaniment of samésen, fatko, and {sx- 
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sumi. A sweet mite she looked, precise in 
every detail of toilette and coiffure ; but wonder- 
ful as the achievement was, almost phenomenal 
indeed, sorrow for the preternaturally solemn 
little victim of so much unseasonable training 
dispelled every sense of admiration. We should 
add that Mr. Clay MacCauley’s reading, clever 
as it was, seemed scarcely adapted to the 
capacities of his audience, and that the length 
of the concert exceeded all reasonable limits. 
The financial results, however, seem to have 
been very happy, a matter for sincere congratu- 
lation in view of the deserving character of the 
charity benefited. We trust that these remarks 
may not seem ungracious. They are dictated 
by aconviction that stereotyped and insincere | 
praise is worse than mischievous when there is 
question of an art so vital to intellectual de- 
velopment as music, and they do not in any 
way concern our admiration for the earnest 
diligence in the cause of charity shown by 
the promoters of the concert, Princess Mori, 
Marchioness Nabeshima, Mrs. Takeda, and 
Mrs. Shirakawa. 


OBITUARY. DISEASES LAST FEAR. 


————_——___——. 

It will probably surprise many of our readers 
to learn that nearly sixty-four thousand cases of 
cholera occurred last year among the Japanese, 
and that thirty-eight thousand five hundred ter- 
minated fatally. Such figures represent some- 
thing very like an epidemic. Many of the 
sufferers were doubtless soldiers in China, but 
if we take the number of cases in Tokyo alone 
for the five weeks commencing June 30th and 
ending July 28th, we find them thus :—6z2, 
60, 59, 67, and 104. Indeed, with the excep- 
tion of meningitis, a malady to which the citizens 
of Tokyo are conspicuously subject, no disease 
claimed so many victims during those five weeks. 
When a city hasan average of nearly 15 cases of 
cholera per day at the close of July, there is 
certainly ground to apprehend an epidemic. 
It would seem, however, that the arrangements 
now organized in Japan for the treatment and 
prevention of zymotic diseases are of such a 
thorough character and have so completely won 
the confidence of the public that even when an 
epidemic is at our very threshold, little, if any, 
commotion occurs. The Sef-1-Kwa# journal 
gives the following statistics relating to the six 
infectious diseases during 1895 :— 





























































Baron Takasaki Goro, High Steward of the 
Household of Prince Kitashirakawa, died on 
the 7th May at the age of 61. He was born at 
Kagoshima, and in his early youth earnestly 
espoused the Imperialist cause in company 
with other progressive thinkers of the fief, 
among whom were the elder Saigo and the late 
Okubo. Though an Imperialist, he was op- 
posed to the policy of keeping Japan aioof from 
the rest of the world, and when the late Prince 
Shimazu Hisayoshi, in obedience to the sum- 
mons of the Court, arrived at Kyoto, the de- 
ceased persistently urged the opening of the 
country, The Prince, who at heart inclined to 
the same policy, approved the representations 
of his retainer, and vowed that even should the 
policy involve the sacrificing of the House of 
Shimazu, he would strive to open up the coun- 
try to foreign intercourse. Tradition says that 
the memorable Imperial Rescript authorising 
the opening of the country was really penned 
by the late Baron fakasaki. Owing to various 
reasons he did not take any part in the stirring 
drama that was played just prior to the Re- 
storation, but lived a retired life at Kago- 
shima till the 4th year of Meif¢ (1871), when 


Part. I. 


1. Orchestra,+Ouverture Z. Op. ** Stradella.”,,..,.F. V. Flotow. 
Shikibushokuio. 


a. Address.—Mr. J. Soyeda. 


3- Japanese Music.—Samisen, Drum, Tsuszumi, &c, 
*€ Stork and Turtle.” 


Misses Suganami, Akashi, Kineya, Tsukahara and Mochisuki.| He Was appointed councillor in the Local Office. Disease. Cases. Deaths. 
4: Piano-Solo.—"" Tarantella.” ......sssscssssssssesones suas Heller. | Subsequently he was successively appointed | Cholera sssssesserrereees 53999 38,500 
P Reading Miss K. Toyama. Governor of Okayama, Senator, Governor of LE A eae Fever eeoucorsesaces ee 39,075 8,33" 
i aa BJ H WECTY wevvecsccveseees aecee r ’ 

a, “ Lucky arias vssisisscsoscusscessieases Grimm’s Hausmarchen.| Lokyo, then again Senator, and when the Diphtheria % on 4 yo 
b. “ The Tragedy of thin Shoes.”.,, .. Senate was abolished, member of the House} yo, og ee 2 eh 03 

from Mrs, Caudle s Curtain Lectures, : Pp This last iti b . ; Typhus Fever......ceseseee suse 184 49 
6, Chorus with Aocompaniment. 0 cers. us 1a8 posi ion = resig sec Small-pox ....ccccccceees evese 1,287 268 
The Light of the Nation — ...csscssssssssosseseserees F. Mendelssohn.| When he was created High-Steward of Prince | ——W——___— 
The Students of the Academy. Kitashirakawa’s Household. For many yars 


Part II. 
1, Japanese Koto-Music,—Koto with Kokyu and Samisen. 
“ Pine, Bamboo, and Plum.” 
Messrs. Yamase, Imai, Hagiobts Yamamuro and Misses Chibu 
and Yamamuro. 
3. Orchestra.—Rosen aus dem Siiden, Walzer ......0 T. Strauss 
Shik: bushokuin. 
§. Violin-Solo.—"* Concert ” (Part 1.)eccee.+ sseeeeBe Mendelssohn. 
Miss Nobu Koda, 
4- Chorus with Accompaniment,— 
a, The Wings of the Angel..’......-. ss eeerenenenee M. Hauptmann. 
b. The Spring AMuseMent ..6....ssssssvercrerecerseeees veseroee Haydn 
‘The Students of the Academy. 
§. Vocal-Solo.— 


THE HANYANG IRON WORKS. 
ee en 

We have heard a good deal lately about the 
failure of the Hangyang Iron Works, and the 
disorganized and unproductive condition to 
which they are now reduced. But their founder, 
the great Viceroy Chang, seems to have been 
quite content with his achievement, for he direct- 
ed his locum fenens, the Governor of Hupeh, to 
memorialize the throne, sénding up a list of 


he suffered from consumption, and since 
the deplorable death of Prince Kitashirakawa 
in Formosa his condition steadily grew worse, 
the malady finally carrying him off on Fri- 
day morning. In 1887, in consideration of his 
distinguished services to the State, the patent of 
Baron was conferred upon him. 

In the death of Mr. Maruo Bunroku, M.P., 
who had fepresented a district of Shizuoka Pre- 
fecture for some years, the Progressionists 


a. Cavalleria Rusticana” sv. csssenene P. Mascagni |Joge an influential councillor. Mr. Maruo’s| Officials connected with the Works on whom he 
rie. ° . * o ae ° . 

sh ibepSuatoM uae sec eaid wneanges Ciro Pinsuti.| chief merit lay, however, in the distinguished |asked the Emperor to bestow suitable rewards 

Mr. G. Braccialini. With accompaniment of piano and 


and distinctions. The memorial did not reach 
Pekin in a happy season, for we read in the 
Oficial Gasette that, last October, ‘ Jui Hsin, 
President of the Imperial Academy, denounced 
the methods in vogue amongst the Viceroys and 
Governors of provinces in recommending all 
manner and conditions of men for promotion, 
irrespective of true merit, thereby lowering the 
standard of official purity, etc. In consequ- 
ence of this memorial his Majesty ordered the 
Comptrollers-general and Presidents of the 
Boards of Civil Appointments and of War to 
make special investigations in future, into the 
claims of each candidate for promotion sent up 
by the Viceroys and Governors of provinces, and 
that if the least flaw were detected in such re- 
commendations the whole list of names was to 
be sent back to the delinquent Viceroy or Go- 
vernor for careful revision before any action 
could be taken in the matter in Pekin.” The 
list sent up by the Governor of Hupeh, being 
open to some of these criticisms, was returned 
for correction, and was subsequently re-sub- 
mitted by Chang himself, with the result that 
the various officials engaged in dissipating large 
sums to produce this iron- works fiasco will now, 
doubtless, receive rewards and distinctions. 


part he played in promoting the industry and 
general welfare of Shizuoka Prefectnre. He 
constructed the first bridge over the River Oi, 
soon after the Restoration, and converted a large 
tract of waste land adjoining that river into a 
vast teafarm. In consequence he was regarded 
as the principal pioneer tea-planter in Shizuoka 
and one of the most influential men in 
pushing the tea industry in that district. 
His enterprise was not confined to his native 
province, but extended to the opposite coast 
of America, where, at San Francisco, he started 
the Fuji Company that dealt in tea and miscel- 
laneous staples from Japan. His services in 
the public interest reaching the ears of the Em- 
peror, His Majesty, when on a visit to Shizu- 
oka, received him in andieuce. He successively 
filled influential positions in the Local Assembly 
of Shizuoka, was nominated many times its 
Chairman, and at all general elections after the 
second session was returned to Parliament to 
represent the 4th election district of Shizuoka. 
He was 65 years old when he died. 


violin, Misses Koda and Tachibana. 


6. Japanese Music.—Samisen, !)rum, and Tsuzumi. 
“ Kuramayama’”’ 


Misses N. Suganami, M. Akashi, R. Kineya, I. Tsukahara, 
and Mochizuki. 


a ee Ne eye ree tae eee 
VANDALISM. 
—_——_—_____—_- 

We learn that a scheme is on foot, and has 
been nearly carried to maturity, for draining 
the Kawaguchi and Nishi-no-umi lakes. These 
sheets of water form part of a chain of lakes— 
Kawaguchi, Nishi-no-umi, Shoji, and Notosu 
—that encircle the base of Fuji. The district 
is one of the most picturgesque—some say the 
most pictaresque—in all Japan, far superior 
to Hakone, Chiusenji, or any other lake resort. 
Chamberlain and Mason’s Hand-book speaks 
thus of the place :—‘ Were there only good 
hotels or good private houses to hire, the shores 
of all these lakes would form delightful sum- 
mer retreats. Scenery, fishing of sorts (carp, 
eels, akahara, &c.), short walks for the de- 
licate, climbing for the strong and active, 
bathing, excursions, as Fuji, the Misakatoge, 
Mino, etc.—all the elements of a pleasant holi- 
day are there.” It is this lovely, though as yet 
little appreciated, spot that some farmers pro- 
pose to destroy by draining off the water of two 
of the lakes. The gain, a few acres of probably 
poor land, would be wholly insignificant com- 
pared.with the loss. Nature has endowed the 
place with beauties that need only be rendered 
accessible to exercise wide attraction. If there 
is question of money-making, the proper course 
is clearly indicated by the extraordinary scenic 
charms of the spot, which certainly suggest any- 
thing but the prosaic and penurious occupation 
of rice growing or raddish culture. Japan’s 
future may be industrial, but she has also great 
prospects as a land for holiday-making, and 
she ought not to sacrifice ruthlessly her natural 
advantages, especially when they are so unique 
ms those now threatened. | 


ENTERTAINMENT 10 SIR ANDREW 
NOBLE. 


—»—_——— 

On Saturday His Excellency Marquis Saigo 
and Marchioness Saigo entertained at luncheon, 
at their picturesque villa in the Meguro suburb 
of Tokyo, Sir Andrew Noble, Miss Noble, Mr. 
Noble, Mr. Watts, Miss Watts, Captain Minter, 
Miss Manter, and a number of distinguished 
Japanese guests. After luncheon a reception 
was held, at which nearly all the combatant and 
non-combatant officers of the Japanese Navy 
now in the capital were presented to Sir Andrew. 
Various forms of amusement were provided in 
the beautiful grounds of the villa, and the party 
did not break up until nearly five o'clock. 











CUSTOMS COMPARISONS. 
—---—+ 
Our Hongkong correspondent recently drew 
attention to the fact that whereas the foreign 
trade of China increased in value from 207 
million taels in 1889 to 314 millions in 1895, 
the revenue collected by the Customs has re- 
mained almost stationary, being 21 million taels 
in the former year, and 213 millions—the exact 
figure is 21,385,389—in the latter. In this 
context it is worthy of note that the sum col- 
lected by the Japanese Customs in 1895 ona 
total trade of 265,372,756 yen, was 6,684,582. 
Hence it appears that whereas China levies im- 
posts at the rate of 6.81 per cent. on her foreign 
trade, Japan levies only 2.51 per cent. 
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ELECTRIC CONTROL REGULATIONS. 
—---——_- > —_- -—— 7 

The Electric Control Regulations were issued 
on Saturday last over the signature of the Mini- 
ster of State for Communications. The Re- 
gulations are of considerable length, comprising 
one hundred and eleven in all, but their chief 
points are as follow:—The matters controlled 
by these Regulations include electric light, 
electric railways, and other electric appliances, 
but electric railways constructed in accordance 
with the Private Railway Regulations are ex- 
cepted. Whenever an application to start elec- 
trical works, whether for business or private 
use, is sanctioned by the Minister of Com- 
munications, the work must be started within 
six months, computed from the date of such 
sanction, and when work is not begun within 
that period, or is not completed within the pre- 
scribed limit, or is not applied to the practical 
uses for which it was intended, within 6 months 
from the date of the issue of the sanction 
it may be annulled. Electric currents must 
be completely insulated from the ground 
and lightning-rods must be erected at suitable 
places. The temperature of electric wires 
through which currents are transmitted must not 
rise above 20°C., and must not affect any of 
their surroundings. Each wire must be provided 
with a safety appliance and the volume of elec- 
tricity must never exceed double the specified 
quantity. Wires suspended in the air must be 
covered, and posts supporting them must be on 
the road side. At places where wires cross the 
road they must be suspended over 20 ft. above 
the ground, and over 16 ft. in all other 
cases. When suspended in front of edifices, 
the wires must be separated from the latter 
by a distance of 4 ft, but when suspend- 
ed over a building the space between must be 
6ft. When electric light wires are to be con- 
ducted side by side with electric motor wires, 
the space between the (wo must be over 6 ft. 
In other cases a space of 12 feet must be left. 
When open air electric wires are conducted 
over, or adjoining, light wires, or.electric motor 
wires, or electric railway wires owned by others, 
and also suspended in the open air, the inter- 
vening space must be over 3 ft. 


Electricity supplied to a dwelling-house must 
be of low pressure, and high pressure electric 
wires suspended in the air must not, in case 
of a single wire, transmit above 50,000 volts, 
or above 20,000 volts, in other cases. 


With regard to electric railways, the Regula- 
tions provide that, according to circumstances, 
the Minister of Communication may forbid 
the use of ground-laid seturn-current wires. 
Wires used for electric railways when suspended 
‘in the air must, except in cases specially sanc- 
tioned, be over 25/100 sun in diameter, and 
extremely durable; and the return-current 
wires, except those laid in the middle of the 
track, or within one foot of the side of the track, 
or rails, must be insulated from the ground. 
But when in places where non-insulated wires 
are employed metallic substances are buried 
underground, the return-current wires, except- 
ing in cases where the consent of the owners of 
these metallic substances has been secured, 
must be separated from the others by not less 
that 6 ft. Electric railway wires, with the ex- 
ception of electric car wires, must be conduct- 
ed along one side of the roadway, whenever 
any electric light wires or electic motor 
wires, are conducted along the same side. 
Electric car wires must be supported at dis- 
tance of 20 ken, and open air electric railway 
wires at every 20 ken. Electric car wires must 
be divided into sections of 10 cho; so that 
in case of emergency the transmission of the 
electric current may be easily cut off. The 
present Regulations come into force from June 
Ist, 1896, and the reconstruction of those parts 
of existing electric plants that do not cor- 
respond with the specifications enacted in the 
Regulations, must be undertaken within a 
prescribed limit of time to be specially fixed 
by the Minister of Communications. Penalties 
ranging between 2 and 25 yen, in case of fine, 
or 12 and 25 days, in case of imprisonment, and 
also minor penalties consisting of a fine of 


above 50 sen and under 1.95 yen, or detention 
of above 3 to 10 days, are provided in the Re- 
gulations. 








THE FENNER CENTENNIAL CELE- 
BRATION. 
——_@____——- 

The efforts of the promoters of the Centennial 
Celebration of Jenner's discovery of vaccination 
certainly achieved success on Thursday after- 
noon. True, the absence—unavoidable, it ap- 
peared—of at least one of the most popular 
orators, Mr. Fukuzawa Yukichi, was felt by all; 
yet this great speaker's defection was more than 
made good by the eloquent addresses delivered 
by the others. Punctually at 1 p.m. the meeting 
assembled as announced, in the fifth room of 
the former Exhibition Building at Ueno Park. 
Though of ample dimensions, the great hall 
was crowded to the uttermost, considerably 
over one thousand persons being present 
to do honour to the occasion. This decided 
overcrowding was the one objectionable features 
of the gatherlng. The crush was so great 
that the majority of those present could move 
neither forwards nor backwards; so while the 
manes of the great physician bad every rea- 
son to be satisfied with the numbers assembled 
to revere his memory, the living celebrants 
spent two decidedly trying hours. The scene 
was brilliant. On entering, each guest was 
presented with a pamphlet in Japanese, setting 
forth a brief history of the discovery and a 
sketch of Dr. Jenner’s life, the frontispiece 
being an excellent picture of the great humani- 
tarian surgeon, To the left of the entrance was 
the yu-nomi, where hot water, tea, and braziers 
might be obtained. The whole hall was most 
tastefully decorated with flags of various 
nations, those of Japan and Great Britain being 
specially prominent. On a table directly front- 
ing the entrance wasa life-like statue of Jenner, 
done in wax. To the right of this was the 
speakers’ platform, a vase filled with lovely roses 
standing on one side of the dais. Just beneath 
the platform were the tables of the stenographers; 
and on the left seats were reserved for officials of 
shinnin aud chokunin rank, the corps dtploma- 
fique, and peers of the realm, while the seats on 
the right were for foreigners, guests, and ladies. 
On the side facing the front, was a space 
reserved for professors of the Imperial Uni- 
versity, journalists, the city councillors, mem- 
bers of the Upper and Lower Houses, and 
members of the Association. Behind a curtain 
on one side, was an excellent and most iuterest- 
ing collection of various objects connected with 
vaccination, as well as quite a little library 
of books in all languages on the subject. 
After an excellent display of day-fireworks— 
which attracted crowds of sight seers to the 
beautiful park and gave it the kaleidoscopic 
appearance of a holiday—the exercises began at 
1.30 p.m., the ceremony of opening with music 
being performed by a military band. Count 
Hijikata, who was received with great applause, 
then read a congratulatory speech, in which the 
reasons for the celebration were briefly set forth, 
and the interest taken in the proceedings by 
T.I.M. the Emperor and Empress, as well as 
their munificent donations, fitingly referred to. 
Dr. Nagayo, in a few words, read letters of 
regret from Mr. Fukuzawa and Mr. Shibuzawa. 
H.E. Sir Ernest Satow followed with a most 
scholarly addressin Japanese, which was listened 
to with attention, though frequently interrupted 
by bursts of applause ; for His Excellency, being 
a master of the Japanese tongue, knew how to 
give his remarks the charm and grace always 
accompanying profound scholarship and diplo- 
matic courtesy. He expressed his delight that 
the memory of his great countryman’s discovery 
was thus so splendidly celebrated in Japan; 
and said he was greatly pleased to be there on 
such an occasion. Jenner's merits were indeed 
of the highest order, for, if he had not made 
his discovery, many of the beautiful faces 
characteristic of Japan would this day have 
been so disfigured as to merit the epithet on 
no kao. Moreover, the discovery of vaccina- 
tion had done untold good to the poor, having 
rendered the lower classes free from the scourge 
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of what had once been their worst enemy. For 
this reason alone all nations rightly did honour 
lo the great man’s name. Jenner's history was 
then brief outlined by the speaker; his per- 
severance under obstacles seeming insurmount- 
able and the manner in which he triumphantly 
overcame all difficulties being worthy of the 
highest praise. His life might indeed be 
made a model for us all. Space forbids 
more than a mere enumeration of the other 
orators. These were Marquis Hachisuka, Presi- 
dent of the House of Peers; Marquis Kuga ; 
Marquis Saionji, Minister of State for Educa- 
tion; Baron Dr. Ishiguro, Chief Military 
Surgeon ; and Mr. Shimada Saburo, M.P. The 
band discoursed music in the intervals between 
the addresses, so that there was no dragging. 
The last speech was that of the Vice-President, 
Dr. Nagayo, who knew how to say very pleasant 
things of the orators who had preceded him, 
and who thanked in the name of the Committee 
the assembled guests for their attendance. At 
four o’clock all was over, when the meeting 
adjourned to the Seiyoken Restaurant, close at 
the hand, to partake of a cold collation. Half 
an hour later the guests were wending homeward. 
Among those present were Count Itagaki, Mini- 
ster of State for Home Affairs; the Chinese 
Minister and three asfachés ; Count Sano, Presi- 
dent of the Red Cross Society ; Marquis Nabe- 
shima; Mr. Kiyoura, Vice-Minister of Justice ; 
Mr. Matsuoka, Vice-Minister of the Home 
Department ; Marshal Count Noza; Mr. Iwa- 
saki Hisaya ; Mr. Mitsui Takayasu, and a large 
number of other notables. ; 





THE “ ISIS”-“ MACY" COLLISION. 
seehenilirie ns aaa temo oo ——_ 


The jadgment of H.B.M.’s Court in Yoko- 
hama, in the case of the Jsss-Macy collision 
has been confirmed by the Supreme Court in 
Shanghai. It will tbe remembered that Judge 
Mowat found both ships to blame, one of his 
principal reasons being, so far as concerned 
the Macy, that her green light was not up to the 
standard required by the regulations. That 
decision evoked very strong comment in Yoko- 
hama. One of the interested parties addressed 
a letter to all the local English journals, com- 
plaining that the light had not been properly 
tested, the trial of it made by a marine expert, 
at the instance of Judge Mowat, not having 
been prefaced by due cleaning and trimming 
of the lamp. We, of course, refrained from 
publishing the letter, as the case, having been 
appealed, was still sub judice. But other 
newspapers were less circumspect, and the 
public seem to have concluded from the 
protest thus laid before them, that Judge 
Mowat had been misled. The light, however, 
having been against tested in Shanghai for 
range, was proved to be even more defective 
that the Yokohama expert’s report had shown, 
and the Supreme Court gave judgment ac- 
cordingly. 


An interesting point in this case was that 
Judge Mowat’s action in having the light tested, 
and accepting the report of the tester as 
evidence, was taken subsequently to the closing 
of the Court and to the departure of the As- 
sessors from Yokohama. The Judge, in fact, 
employed for the purpose a ship-master who 
had not previously been engaged in the case. 
That apparently irregular procedure constituted 
the chief ground on which the owners of the 
Macy based their appeal. But the Judges of 
the Supreme Court eluded the question of irre- 
gularity by having the light examined for them- 
selves, in accordance with the application of the 
owners of the /sis. They ruled that they had 
power to do so. Whatever may be urged 
technically about the conduct of the case, it is 
at any rate evident that substantial justice has 
been done. 





BIRTH OF AN IMPERIAL PRINCESS. 
<i sical cists 


Tue Oficial Gasette announces the birth of an 
Imperial Princess at 8 p.m. on the 11th instant. 
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JAPANESE PAINTING OF TO-DAY. | ENTERTAINMENT BY MR. OKURA. 


eriten gece 

The different schools of Japanese painting, re- 
marks the scholarly editor of the Waseda Bun- 
gaku, show signs of approaching union, and there 
is good hope of the abandonment of the attitude 
of rigid, narrow-minded exclusiveness that has 
so far kept them separate and aloof. The senior 
school of painters, painters of the rising gene- 
ration, and artists who have attempted to pro- 
duce works after the Western man.er of paint- 
ing—a small coterie indeed—recently met ata 
friendly gathering, and, before dispersing, ex- 
pression was given to the conviction that the three 
schools must coalesce in order to promote the 
true development of the art of painting in Japan. 
Great changes are already apparent in the dif- 
ferent schools. Until quite recently the painters 
of Japan might be roughly divided into two 
camps, one being progressive, the other prefer- 
ring to Keep tothe path trodden by ancient painters 
of renown. The Nippon Xwaitga Kyokai te- 
presented the former, the Wippon Biyutsu Kyo- 
Await the latter. The recent spring exhibition 
of the Fine Art School afforded striking proof of 
the new departures in both schools, only a very 
few pictures representing the old-fashioned and 
somewhat grotesque formalism of the older 
school, while the juniors were noticeable for 
greater refinement in the treatment of their sub- 
jects. The Western School of painting at last 
is winning greater attention from the public, 
who are beginning to acknowledge that it pos- 
sesses Characteristic excellences. The Fine 
Art School at Uyeno, we are glad to hear, 
is going to add a course of Western 
painting to their curriculum next term, 
the teachers being Messrs. Kuroda and 
Kume. Mr. Hashimoto Gaho, a Professor 
in the Fine Art School, recently declared that 
in symmetry of form Japanese painting fell far 
below Western conceptions, but that it excels 
Occidental art in loftiness of tone. By com- 
bining the best characteristics of both a truly 
great art would be evolved. Mr. Hashimoto’s 
paintings, we might observe, show strong traces 
of Western influence. The Waseda Bungaku 
rather despairs of the future of the Ukipyo-ye 
school unless its present conditions are radically 
changed. This popular style of painting has 
produced two schoois since the death of the two 
great Masters, Yoshitoshi and Yeitaku. These 
schools exhibit a bitter rivalry in all their 
productions, the dividing line being sharply 
drawn: the one is intensely dogmatic and 
blindly imitative of designs of former painters, 
the other solely devoted to striking out a 
radically new line; both schools are exceeding 
jealous of each other. Mr, Takamura Koun, the 
celebrated glyptic artist, observed the other day 
that the decadence of the U&tyo-ye painters was 
largely dune to the ignorance of the middlemen 
who gave them their commissions: the orders 
are given without any regard to artistic sensi- 
bilities, the painters being merely instructed to 
produce something likely to attract the public 
fancy. The result is disastrous so far as the 
matter of art is concerned. At present the 
only U&tyo-ye painters of note, are Keishin and 
Yeisen (disciples of Yeitaku) ; Toshikata and 
Toshihide (disciples of Yoshito) ; Gekko and 
Yoshikage. All are chiefly engaged in illustrat- 
ing serial stories in newspapers and novels. 
Their style is not pure, being influenced by the 
Maruyama school. One factor to be noted in 
conclusion is the bad quality of pigments now 
used by the Ukiyo-ye painters: they are 80 poor 
that their pictures quickly fade, while none can 
stand passing through the tropics. 


MINES IN KOREA. 
—— 

According to the $1/# Shimpo, certain Rus- 
sian subjects have obtained from the Korean 
Government, a concession to work mines—of 
what kind our contemporary does not mention 
—in Hangyong-do, and some Germans are 
endeavouring to procure a similar concession 
for gold mining in Phyong-an-do. 


Bh ie ti 

On Wednesday evening Mr. Okura Kihachiro 
prepared, for the enjoyment of Sir Andrew 
Noble and his party, an entertainment of a very 
attractive character. Unfortunately, Sir Andrew 
was unable to avai] himself of Mr. Okura’s 
hospitality, owing to indisposition, but Mr. and 
Miss Noble, and Mr. and Miss Watts were pre- 
sent, and among the other guests were the 
Minister of State for War and Marchioness 
Oyama, the Minister of State for the Navy, the 
Minister of State for Agriculiure and Commerce, 
the Vice-Minister of War, the Vice-Minister of 
the Navy, Sir Ernest Satow, Lieut.-General 
Kawakami, Captain and Miss Munter, etc. Be- 
fore dinner the party had an opportunity of 
witnessing a curious ceremony, formerly per- 
formed only before feasts at which a Regent or 
an Imperial Representative attended, and now 
almost unknown—the cutting up of two raw fish 
by culinary experts dressed in ceremonial robes, 
and tutored so highly that their preliminary 
flourishes with knives and chopsticks were com- 
parable to the grand salute in a fencing salon. 
After dinner two dances were given by some 
renowned arfistes of Tokyo, whose magnificent 
costumes and really skilful acting and posturing 
elicited hearty plaudits. 


MANNER OF PAYING THE 


INDEMNITY. 

— —_ > 
We find that our recently published figures 
as to the manner of paying the War Indemnity 
by China were calculated on a basis not con- 
sistent with the intention of the Shimonoseki 
Treaty. Our idea was that at the time of pay- 
ing each installment of principal, China would 
also pay the interest borne by that installment. 
But it would seem that independent payment 
is to be made of the interest due on the whole 
debt remaining undischarged. The whole ac- 
count, on that system of calculation, will stand 


thus :— 
Million 


First payment, due on Nov. 8th, 1895, and Taels. 
already paid oO 
Second payment, due on May 8th, 1896 .. 
Third payment, | due on Nov. 8th 1896, 
being one year’s interest at the rate ot 5 
per cent. on the portion of the Indemnity 
remaining due (é.e. 100 million taels)... § 
Fourth payment, due on May 8th, 1897, 
being one-sixth of 100 million taels, to- 
gether with sixemonths’ interest on that 
SUID seeseeeee 
Fifth payment, “duean Nuv: 8th, 1897, being 
one year’s interest on 83$ million taels. 42 
Sixth payment, due on May 8th, 1898, being 
one-sixth of 100 million taels, together 
with six months’ interest ou the same. ... 
Seventh payment, due on Nov. 8th, 1898, 
being one year’s interest on 663 million 
LaelS .rcccerseccenes aaneseerssrcseenccccscscscosces 
Eighth payment, due on May 8th, 1899, 
being one-sixth of 100 million taels with 
SIX mouths’ INlErEst OW SANE coccecsccsceees 
Ninth payment, due on Nov. 8th, 1899, 
being one year’s interest on 50 million 
taels 
Tenth payment, due on May 8th, 1g00...... 
Eleventh payment, due on Nov. 8th, 1900, 
being one a ’s interest on 338 million 
taels ...... 
Twelfth payment, “due on ) May ‘8th, "tgol.. 
Thirteenth payment, due on Nov. 8th, 1901, 
being one year’s interest on 164 million 


COR HeeeeH nee Heeses eee sesessvaseseeee 


5 
Sit 


LACdS ...-errerscccccccscrscsccessesseresssnesenseces 3 
Fourteenth payment, due on “May 8th, "1902. 7p; 
LULAL.  geugvesastoreais tices sanenvossurs 1213 


We see, thus, that by deferring her Jast payment, 
until 1902, China’s total disbursements on ac- 
count of interest will aggregate 214 million 
taels, which sum she can save by paying off the 
whole indemnity by May 8th, 1898. A further 
saving of five hundred thousand taels annually 
for four years, on account of the expenses of the 
Japanese occupation of Wei-hai-wei, can be 
effected, the total economy by paying off the 
indemnity in 1898 consequently becoming 234 
million taels.. Supposing that China borrows 
100 million taels at 5 per cent. in 1898 to effect 
the final discharge of her liabilities to Japan, the 
loan will have cost her 20 million taels in interest 
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by May 1902. Hence, her net gain by making 
such a loan in order to avail herself of the 
three years’ period for paying Japan, would 
be 3% million taels. That calculation is based, 
however, on the hypothesis that she can ob- 
tain a five-per-cent. loan at par, whereas she 
can not hope for more than 94 at the outside. 
Indeed, the strong probability is that when 
she comes to float a third loan of 100 million 
taels, her Customs’ revenue being no longer 
available as security, she will have to pay 6 
per cent. for bondsat go. Under the circum. 
stances, she may deem it more advantageous 
from a financial point of view to remain Japan’s 
debtortothe utmost limit of time permitted by the 
Shimonoseki Treaty, since, after all, she will be 
virtually paying to Japan 5 percent. ona loan at 
par. 


THE RESOURCES OF FORMOSA. 


mat Sig ne 

Mr. Mizuno, Chief of the Civil Administra- 
tion Bureau of Formosa, in a speech delivered 
before the Tokyo Commercial and Industrial 
Society, just previous to his leaving for the 
Island, spoke on the vast natural resources of 
Formosa, and how they might be developed. 
Rice, he said, was cultivated over large areas 
in Formosa, two crops a year being raised, but 
owing to the primitive methods employed by 
the cultivators, the yield was very poor. In 
consequence, Formosa, that could supply a large 
portion of the world with rice, did not raise a 
sufficient quantity of the grain to feed its popula- 
tion. Rice was therefore imported from China 
and Japan. The gold-dust industry promised 
to be very lucrative in the near future. Only 
about 10 years ago were the present alluvial 
gold-fields discovered by a Chinaman who 
had been employed in his early years in 
placer mining in California, yet more than 
3,000 labourers were now engaged collecting 
gold on the upper reaches of the Tamsui. 
By reference to the Chinese Customs Returns, 
the speaker found that over 700,000 taels of 
gold-dust has been exported to Hongkong 
and Shanghai. But that did not represent 
anything like the real out-put, as vast quantities 
were sinuggled from the Island. When suitable 
machinery has been erected on the gold-fields 
and proper surpervision prevailed, the output of 
Formosan gold might be expected to greatly in- 
crease in volume. The quality of the precious 
metal is said to be very fine, so fine in fact that 
when a few samples were submitted to the Geo- 
logical Section of the Agricultural. and Com- 
mercial Department for analysis, the analyists 
there suspected that the nuggets had been 
“cooked.” Although assured that the gold was 
in just the same condilion as when it left its 
river bed, the Authorities of the Bureau have 
sent to Formosa for further samples: but they 
will have a similiar experience with the fresh 
lot of gold, without doubt. 

Hemp is a staple extensively cultivated in 
various parts of Formosa and large quantities 
are exported to China. Hempen goods are 
very cheap in Formosa, about 2 yen per fan 
being the retail price of woven materials. The 
exports from the four open ports of the Island 
in 1894 were 6,351,992 taels, while the imports 
at Tamsui and Kelung totalled 2,137,835 taels, 
the other two ports importing 1,596, 166 taels. 
From the two northern ports the staple exports 
are tea (a little over 4 million taels), camphor 
(about 600,000 taels), coal and sulphur (over 
70,000 taels); from the southern ports of 
Anping and ‘Taku the chief staple is sugar 
(about 1,280,003 taels), camphor (over 130,000 
taels), and hemp over 20,000 taels), pine 
apples (26,000 taels). The chief imports 
from China are beans, piece- -goods, salted fish, 
rice, tobacco, and lumber. It is curious that 
there is no timber available for purposes of 
architecture in the more open portions of the is- 
land, the only trees grown being maple and cam- 
phor. The demand for lumber will now be very 
great as Japanese cannot dwell in the mud and 
brick houses such as the Chinese inbabit. At 
present most of the lumber is imported from 
Foochow. 

Every industry in Formosa worthy of the 
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name is still in an undeveloped stage, the manu- 
facture of camphor, sugar, and indigo, which 
latter also grows abundantly, being most de- 
fective, and the prospects for each and all are 
very bright. 





SERICULTURAL PROSPECTS. 
——_~»—__—_—_—_—— 

General opinion in regard to the prospects of 
this season’s sericulture is wot reassuring. 
The grubs emerged from the eggs insome places 
at the latter end of last month, and in others at 
the beginning of this, and their development 
must have been affected, to a greater or less ex- 
tent, by the changeable weather prevailing 
durirg the last fourteen days. When the wea- 
ther becomes settled at the fourth or fifth stage 
of development then a good crop of cocoons 
may be anticipated, but such a hope is not now 
entertained. Nor is the growth of mulberry 
leaves any more satisfactory owing to the recent 
froats. Many sericulturists, according to the 
vernacular press, have determined to reduce 
the scope of their work this year in conse- 
quence of the lack of leaf. A report from 
Mino, transmitted at the beginning of the 
month, states that the market for cocoons 
was expected to be about 50 sen dearer 
per Awamme as compared with quotations last 
year, while the cost of production per bale of 
silk is estimated at about 10 yea higher, The 
report from Tomioka, Joshiu, where the famous 
Tomioka Filature is situated, is more hope- 
ful. The reportis dated the 6th inst., and states 
that the weather is uniform and fair and both 
grubs and leaves are progressing satisfactorily ; 
the quantity of cocoons is expected to be greater 
than last year. The Fs#i observes, in this con- 
text, that though the silk market is still suffer- 
ing from depression, local sericulturists, owing 
to the large profits that they made last year 
when quotations ruled unusually high, are gene- 
rally believed to have increased the scope of 
their business to a more or less extent. Last 
year the silk crop did not exceed 140,000 bales, 
but this season’s may amount to 150,000. The’ 
apparent excess of supply over demand is a point 
that silk men must carefully take into account. 
That silk-dealers have suffered from depression 
since the beginning of the year is essentially 
due to their own indiscretion, and it is im- 
possible to expect, so long as they are ignorant 
of the conditions of foreign markets, that any 
other result will be attained. They must strive 
to turn their present evil into good, must 
inaugurate a radical change in the transacting 
of business on the silk market in Yokohama, 
and must, by getting into touch with the varying 
conditions of foreign markets, endeavour to 
export finer silk at cheaper rates. To seek 
adventitious aid from the Government will 
hamper them more than ever, and the out-turn 
of the year will surely leave them in a worse 
state than ever. 

If will not be out of place to mention that 
between January and April of the current year, 
the Commercial and Industria] Bureau of the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce 
received 44 applications to sanction the esta- 
blishment of filatures, the total investment 
amounting to more than two and a half million 
yen. These filatures have been established in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Commercial 
Code, but filatures not based on that code must 
be very numerous. A high authority on silk 
says that in Shizuoka Prefecture the number of 
reeling pans newly erected does not fall below 
2,500 ; that silk shops in Aichi and Miye Pre- 
fecture have been increased by 56 and 41, 
respectively, while in Wakayama Ken, the 
number has been trebled. Supposing that the 
capital invested in the unreported new work- 
shops amounts to one-half of the reported, 
then the total capital invested since last year in 
filatures amounts to over 3,800,coo yes. The 
output per pan may confidently be estimated at 
one bale of silk. Hence the output this year 
should surpass that of last year by more than 
38,000 bales. 


Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


KOREAN NEWS. 
oe —— 





May oth. 

If the Chuo’s correspondence from Ninsen 

be trustworthy, another reaction is apparently 
about to make itself felt in the politics of Korea. 
The correspondent, when in Fusan on the 28th 
ultimo, heard from a certain Korean, that, owing 
to the gradually diminishing support of the 
Russian Representative, the Korean Cabinet 
is becoming a prey to apprehensions, and Li 
Pém-chin and his associates begin to dread that 
they will be ousted by their rivals. On return- 
ing to Ninsen and carefully investigating the 
marter, the correspondent was convinced of the 
truth of what he had heard at Fusan from the 
Korean politician. The resnit of his inquiries 
convinced him that the reaction would break 
out in less than three weeks. It is said 
to owe its origin to the adherents of the late 
unfortunate Premier. Since the day of his 
miserable murder, they have lain perdu, the 
whereabouts of no less than 30 of them being 
still undiscovered by the Government. They 
are all faithful adherents of the late Pre- 
mier, and in their retreats are revolving means 
of consummating their design. Certain chi- 
valrous neighbours on being informed of their 
project, earnestly promoted it, and rumour now 
says that the plan of bringing back to power a 
Cabinet pledged to the progressive principles of 
the late Premier, is on the eve of consummation. 
The Koreans harbouring the scheme receive 
support from a quarter not at all likely to be 
suspected, which the correspondent of the Chuo 
hesitates to indicate. He confines himself toa 
vague assertion that the conspirators are aiming 
to overthrow the present Cabinet in pursuance 
of a certain distinct object of their own, They 
are rumoured to have secured outside assistants, 
namely, Englishmen. What interest English- 
men have in the contemplated overthrow of 
the present Cabinet by the ‘ patriotic party” 
cannot yet be ascertained. Suffice it to say that 
the palanquin of the British Minister is fre- 
quently seen entering the (Japanese) 
Legation, and the British Consul in Ninsen also 
frequents the Japanese Consulate there. After 
an absence of some duration, the British despatch 
boat Alacrity entered Ninsen on the 26th ult., 
followed by three other British war-vessels. 

We pes ar Mail) give this mysterious news 
of the Chuo for what it may be worth. Its truth 
or falsehood should soon be manifest. We are 
further informed by the vernacular press that 
the Government is resolved to issue an Imperial 
Ordinance for controlling the passage of Japan- 
ese to Korea. A measure in that sense failed to 
obtain approval in the last session of the Diet. 
But being considered a matter of urgency, the 
Government will take the step on its own re- 
sponsibility. 





May 11th. 

Mr, Philip Jaisohn—a Korean, though his 
name does not betray the fact, and also editor 
of the newly established Sédul Independent— 
says that the revenue collected from the Korean 
people in the name of the Government is more 
than twice the revenue actually received by the 
Government. The Finance Department, he 
writes, does not know, and does not try to know, 
the population or area of the cultivated dis- 
tricts throughout the country. But the tea-col- 
lectors and their subordinates, the chusas, know 
everything. They can tell exactly where to 
put the screw on, and how many twists it may 
be given. In short, while the methods of the 
Central Treasury have become more and more 
perfunctory with the lapse of time, the science 
of squeezing has beenJdeveloped to a constantly 
high pitch by the local officials. 

The same authority notes that out of a total 
State expenditure of $6,316,831, only $149,090 
are devoted to the direct benefit of the people ; 
namely, $124,268 for educational purposes, 
$15,000 for public works, and $9,822 for the sup- 
port of prisoners. The remaining $6,167,741 are 
applied to paying salaries and other allowances 
of Government officials. Mr. Jaisohn thinks 
that these officials might be reduced in number 
by two-thirds, Very likely he is right. But 
right or wrong, his courageis admirable. Fancy 
the pluck of a man that pens and publishes 
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such views in the capital of Korea as she now is! 

We read in the Korean Repository that there 
is good authracite coal at Pyeng Yang, which 
is only 160 miles from Sdul, but that water 


carriage is not available. A railroad between 
the two places would bring the valuable mineral 
within reach of consumers, but whether pro- 
spects of general traffic justify such an enter- 
prise, no information is given. 

Much praise is claimed for the Korean Go- 
vernment in connection with the trial of the 
eleven persons charged with complicity in the 
murder of the Queen. In view of the murder- 
ous acts altending the accession of the 
present Cabinet to power, and of the ex- 
citement prevailing in the Kingdom, it 
was reasonably feared that the examination of 
these prisoners would be marked by the worst 
excesses of Korean judicial ferocity. But the 
trial seems to have been conspicuously free 
from such abuses. It is said .to have been con- 
ducted fairly, impartially, and patiently, without 
torture or intimidation of any kind, and the — 
treatment of the accused in prison is believed 
to have been humane. Considering that, at a 
date not more remote than last December, most 
cruel tortures were employed at a political in- 
vestigation in Séul, this new departure is much 
to be applauded, and if, as is asserted, -the 
credit of effecting it belongs to Mr. Greathouse, 
we Offer him our sincere congratulations. 

Mr. McLeavy Brown having undertaken the 
duty of ‘‘overseeing’’ the Korean exchequer, 
people are disposed to conclude that a sub- 
stantial step of progress has been made. But 
the Imperial Chinese Customs excepted, no 
State business involving the expenditure of 
money has ever been unreservedly entrusted to 
foreign control in the Far East, and we are in- 
clined to doubt that Mr. Brown will not find 
any large opportunity to be useful. The Japan- 
ese, who certainly possess financial ability of no 
mean order, seemed recently to have obtained a 
salutary influence in Korea’s fiscal affairs, and 
had succeeded in accumulating a considerable 
reserve in the Treasury when the last coup d'é/dt 
carried their enemies into office. If Mr. 
Brown’s tenure of authority depends upon the 
life of the present Cabinet, he will hardly have 
time to accomplish much. 

May, 15th. 

The editor of the Korean Jndependent under- 
takes to demonstrate that the citizens of Séul 
can light their houses more cheaply with electri- 
city than with kerosene. His figures are worth 
quoting :— 

We have figures from New York for an electric- 
lighting plant and it could be laid down here, 
housed in a small brick building, the wires put in 
position and everything gotten in cunning order, 
for about $3,200 in silver, So much for plant, 
The salaties of electrician (Japanese), engineer 
and fireman, aud the cost of coal would come to 
something like $180 a month. According to this 
it would cost $1.30 a month per light or, including 
the interest at 7°/, on the plant, it would cost 
$2.00 a month per light. But it might be ar- 
ranged so that for each light when put up an 
initiation oc entrance fee might be charged of say 
ten dollars and in this way each new comer would 
help to pay off the original cost of the plant. 

We read in the /adependeni that, on May 2 :-— 

The students of the Government English School 
at Séul held their first pic-nic, to which they invited 
theic teachers, Messrs. Hutchinson and Halifax, 
and one or two outside friends. The place chosen 
was just outside the North-East gate of the city, 
where the hills open out into a wide, flat valley. 
Here a very pleasant day was spent. Among other 
“ amusements’? was an hour’s hard drill, under 
the skilful instruction of Sergeant Boxwell and 
Private Staples of the English Consulate Guard. 
This the boys seemed to enjoy most heartily. 
They went through theic squad and company drill 
and physical exercise with surprising smartness 
and precision. The marching, forming fours, &c. 
were really well done, and reflected great credit 
upon their instructors, the more so that they have 
been under training for not more time than seven 
weeks, This is a branch of school training which 
has been found of great value in western coun- 
tuies, and is carefully cultivated in every school 
which claims to be of any importance. The 
present School buildings in Séul, good as 
they are, need a larger drill ground than they 
at present possess if this branch is to be 
developed. Great credit is due to the Govern- 
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ment for what they have already done for this 
school, and to Lieut. Meister for his kindness in al- 
lowing the instructors to give their services. A 
heacty tiffin served in the Shin Heung Sha Mo. 
wastery filled au important fuoction in the day’s 
proceedings, and showed conclusively that Korean 
boys, like boys all the world over, have a fine ap- 
preciation of the good things provided by the 
cook and butler.” 

The Korean correspondent of the Worth- 
China Daily News, 1s heartily laughed at by 
the editor of the Soul Jndependent, as, indeed, 
he well may be. The correspondent says, first, 
that ‘‘ the Russians have taken the Jead in poli- 
tics,” which statement, according to the Jnde- 
pedent,” shows a woful lack of knowledge of 
facts,” since ‘‘ the Japanese, so far from ‘ having 
lost all political influence,’ are still strong in 
the peninsula ;” and secondly, that by the help 
of the Russians, the Americans have taken in 
trade the position hitherto held by the Japanese, 
which assertion the Independent calls ‘‘ laugh- 
able,” and calculated to “cause a smile in 
S6ul,” ‘ there being several thousand Japanese 
merchants in Korea.” The fact is that the 
Korean correspondent of the WNorth-China 
Daily News, ever since war broke out between 
China and Japan, has made the leading Shang- 
hai Journal a laughing-stock, so far as Korean 
news is concerned. 

While correcting the inaccuracies of others, 
the editor of the Korean Jndependent would do 
well to inform himself more carefully. He bas 
this paragraph :— 

We notice in the Japanese papers the statement 
that Russia and Japan are about to conclude a 
a secret treaty concerning Korean affairs and that 
the two Powers intend to establish a joint protec- 
torate in this country. We give the report for 
what it is worth, but we have no other evidence of 
it than the statement of the Japanese papers.’ 
Surely if news is to be taken from Japanese 
papers, it should be extracted from those that 
are acknowledged to be trustworthy and re- 
sponsible. No Japanese Journal bearing that 
character has ever alleged that Russia and Japan 
are engaged negotiating a secret treaty with the 
intention of establishing a joint protectorate 
over Korea. 


CHINA NEWS. 


— 

The people in Chéngtu seem to have been 
on the verge of another anti-foreign riot. A 
crazy man declared that he had with his own 
eyes seen the missionaries eating achild. Of 
course this wild statement was credited, and 
had not the magistrate speedily caused the 
man to be brought to the Yamén, when pro- 
clamation was made next day of his insanity, 
it is very possible that grave trouble might 
have arisen. Intelligence is also publish- 
ed of two travellers from Chungking being 
stoned as they were attempting to enter their 
boat in a market town under the Chéngtu 
jurisdiction. They had to take refuge in a tea 
shop, where the mob kept them imprisoned for 
three hours, but their unpleasant experience 
was treated by the local officials asa mere jest. 
It is believed that the positive measures adopted 
in the sequel of the former Szechuan disturb- 
ances were not sufficiently marked, as the only 
real sufferer was the Viceroy, who had already 
become universally unpopular. 

Bitter complaint is made against the two 
British companies concerned in the recent colli- 
sion at Woosung. It is alleged that the com- 
panies did not organize any immediate measures 
to recover the deal bodies from the Onwo, 
and that several days elapsed before anything 
was done in that sense. Every one knows 
what immense importance the Chinese attach 
to the proper treatment of their dead, and it 
would certainly have been singular had some 
360 corpses been left lying so long in the 
Onwo. But in point of fact there appear 
to have been no grounds for the complaint. 
Apropos the Onwo, one unfortunate woman is 
said to have lost her entire family of twelve per- 
sons in the disaster, and up to the 5th of May only 
three of the twelve bodies had been recovered. 

The scheme for extending the foreign settle- 
ment in Tientsin scems to be successfully 


maturing. It is interesting to observe the 
method of procedure followed. The British 
Crown, in the first place, obtains from the Chin- 
ese Government a grant of the land affected by 
the extension. Steps are then taken to buy out 
the Chinese holders at fixed rates, and the land 
being subsequently put up for purchase by fo- 
reigners, all the profits made on the transaction 
are set aside as a fund for road-making, drain- 
age, and development. The Chinese do not 
appear to fare over well in the transaction. As 
for the foreigners already settled on. the exten- 
sion, they have agreed to accept 999-year leases 
from the Crown. 
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The sufferings that Hongkong underwent in 
1894, owing to its visitation by the plague, will 
be better appreciated from Sir William Robin- 
son’s graphic report, sent to London by the 
Governor on July roth, but only now published 
by the Colonial Office. Sir William writes :— 
“The number of fresh cases rose with alarming 
rapiditly during the month of June from between 
20 and 30 daily to 60 and 70, and even to 80 
and gO towards the latter end of the month, 
and on one occasion the official returns for the 
previous twenty-four hours recorded the terrible 
total of .109, including dead bodies picked up 
in the streets.” Plague-stricken patients having 
been forbidden to leave the Colony, ‘‘ the Chi- 
nese retaliated by leaving the Colony en masse. 
Compradores, contractors, shroffs, tradesmen, 
domestic servants, and coolies all joined in 
the general exodus, numbering altogether some 
100,000 persons. The large sugar refineries 
stopped working, nearly all the Chinese shops 
were closed, business generally was at a stand- 
still, and private families were put to the 
greatest inconvenience for want of servants. 
No more melancholy sight than that presented 
by the city of Victoria at this period can well be 
imagined. Shops and houses were shut up, and 
in the usually busy and well-througed streets the 
only signs of life were here and there a solitary 
foot passenger, or the rumbling of a transport 
waggon proceeding to the hospitals to take up 
its ghastly freight for conveyance to the ceme- 
teries, or the measured tread of a party of 
‘cleansers’ returning from their filthy work in 
the infected slums.” 

Referring to the valuable and successful in- 
vestigations of Drs. Kitasato and Aoyama, the 
Governor says :—‘' Experience of the plague has 
not unnaturally dispelled much of its mystery 
and robbed it of many of its initial horrors. 
We now know, thanks to the valuable discovery 
referred to above, that the disease is caused by 
a bacillus or plague-germ in the blood, that that 
germ thrives in a temperature ranging from 60° 
to go°, that it is abundantly found in filthy 
matter of all sorts, and .thatils great enemy is 
the sun. We have also a knowledge of the 
pre-disposing and generating conditions, of the 
period of incubation (which ranges from six to 
nine days), and of the extent to which it is con- 
tagious under healthy conditions.” 

The bright side to this terrible record is the 
extraordinary vitality shown by Hongkong de- 
spite the calamity. Thus the trade with China 
amounted to 133 millions of Hk. Tls., against 
129 millions for the preceding year ; the tonnage 
of vessels entering and clearing aggregated 144 
million tons, a diminution of only 100,000 tons 
as compared with 1893, though the vessels of 
the Messageries Maritimes, the P. & O., and 
other important companies gave the porta wide 
berth, and the revenue rose to $2,287,000, the 
largest sum ever collected in any year. 

With reference to the ‘‘black death,” it is 
very noteworthy that just as cholera in China 
and Japan, especially in the latter country, 
spares the foreign residents almost completely, 
so the plague comparatively passes them over. 
We learn from Sir William Robinson’s report, 
that whereas 82 per cent. of the Oriental suf- 
ferers from the plague died, 82 per cent. of the 
Europeans attacked, survived. What is the 
reason of this curious immunity? Could an 
intelligent answer be given, it is not too much 
to say that a great advance would be made in 
the etiology of these cruel diseases. 
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PHOTOGRAPHING HONGKONG 
FORTS. 
_— —>—_—- 

On Tuesday, May sth, at the Hongkong 
Magistracy, before Commander Hastings, Al- 
bert Harroswitz, Captain of the German steamer 
Hohensollern, and Max RudoJph, doctor on the 
same steamer, were charged with unlawfully en- 
tering the field-works and fortifications of Stone- 
cutter’s Island, on the 2nd inst., without‘a writ- 
ten permit from the Officer Commanding Her 
Majesty’s Forces in the Colony. Mr. A. B. 
Johnson, Crown Solicitor, prosecuted, and 
Mr. H. L. Dennys appeared for the de- 
fence. Evidence was given by gunners, bom- 
bardiers, and others of the Royal Artillery 
stationed on Stonecutter’s Island as to the ac- 
cused landing from a boat, and of the doctor 
carrying a camera. Dr. Rudolph had express- 
ed a desire, to members of the crew of his 
vessel, to take some photographs in Hongkong 
‘‘as there were several beautiful places worth 
photographing round the Island.”” The doctor 
was an entire stranger to the place, and the 
Captain knew nothing about Stonecutter’s being 
a fortified place. Mr. Dennys for the defeuce 
submitted that in this case the sentence ought 
to be purely nominal as it was in the last case. 
There was nothing sensational about it as 
in the case of foreign naval officers who had 
sketches of fortifications in their possession, 
They had nothing in the way of sketches of 
fortifications in the camera. His Worship said 
in a case of this sort, as Mr. Dennys said, there 
had either to be a nominal fine ora full penalty. 
The defence set up was that the regulations did 
not show Stonecutter’s to be a place in any way 
different from the other islands beside it. The 
defendants had gone sailing past the wharves 
and were bound to see the guns pointing 
out. If they were in any other country 
than they were there might be some possibi- 
lity of their making a mistake. They land- 
ed and went straight up; they went straight 
past the notice board on which was printed the 
notice stating that no access was allowed. The 
photographs had been developed, and certainly 
had not any bearing whatever on the forts, 
but the simple fact that the men had no 
photographs of fortifications in their camera 
did not show that the men had not that 
intention. Looking at the evidence, and 
that the first charge is admitted, he sen- 
tenced the prisoners to three months’ hard 
labour each on the first charge, and one month’s 
hard labour concurrent on the second defen- 
dant on the second charge. Mr. Dennys in- 
timated an appeal, and asked His Worship to 
allow the defendants out on bail. Bail was 
fixed at $1,200 each. 


On the 7th inst. the case against Captain 
Harrossowitz [of the Hokensollern] and Dr. 
Rudolf—of trespassing within the fortifications 
of Stonecutter’s Island and also with being in 
possession of apparatus for photographing the 
forts—was reopened, and the penalty reduced 
from imprisonment to a fine of one hundred 
dollars each, while the second charge against 
Dr. Rudolf was dismissed. 





THE WOOSUNG BAR. 
—_—_—_—_@—__—_——_- 

The terrible accident that occurred at Woo- 
sung on the 3oth ultimo has once more raised 
the question whether some plan can not be 
devised to lessen the perils of navigating the 
Woosung Bar. Opposite Pheasant Point— 
where the collision between the Mewchwang and 
the Onwo happened, resulting in the death of 
five Europeans and about three hundred Chi- 
nese—the Yangtze makes a right-angled bend, 
such that a steamer moving up the stream at 
night can not see a steamer Coming down until 
they are too close to avoid collision. That is 
apparently what happened to the Lewchwang 
and Onwo, and a similiar accident, happily not 
attended by such appalling consequences, took 
place two years ago, when the Ching/u and the 
Kachidate Maru collided. There should not 
be much difficulty in elaborating some system 
of signalling to avert such catastrophes. 


558 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


[May 16, 1896. 


pe a A SS Ae Ss aE A SE A TD 





WAR EXPENDITURES. 
—______@——____ 

The settled accounts of the income and ex- 
penditare in connection with the war, up to 
March 31st, have been closed and submitted 
by the Finance Department to the Cabinet. 
The total on the income side is 223,966,565.141 
yen, and the total on the expenditure side, as 
approved by Imperial Ordinance, 210,973,697.- 
618 yen. The difference, namely, 12,992,868.- 
523 yen, is transferred to the Budgetary Revenue 
for the current fiscal year, in accordance with 
Law No. 10, enacted by the Diet last session. 

In the original estimate of War Expenditures 
and Income, the total sum entered was 250 
million yen, which amount the Government was 
authorized to raise by the issue of loan bonds. 
But it has not been found necessary to incur 
such a large domestic debt. The items compos- 
ing the income noted above, are, in round 


numbers :— Yen. 

Reserves ..ccscssssersecssessevesesseeseesses 23,400,000 
Bonds issued ,,...scocsssecsseesesseesersee 116,000,000 
Allotted from Indemnity ......sesse0808 78,000,000 


Voluntary Contributions and various 

TECCIOLS ...cccrescccccecocccccncsecsccessss 5,000,000 
As for the Expenditures, divided between the 
Army and Navy they stand at 170,000,000 yen, 
approximately, for the Army, and 39,000,000 
yer forthe Navy. Out of these latter sums, only 
eleven hundred thousand yes was disbursed in 
silver, the remainder being paid in paper or 
copper. 


THE “ DAILY NEWS" CORRE: 
SPONDENT. 
~>—_ 

We may look forward to a series of very in- 
teresting lelters on the Far East from the pen 
of Mr. Raymond Blathwayt, correspondent of 
the London Daésly News, who leaves Japan to- 
morrow, after a stay of about a month. Mr. 
Blathwayt is a type of the journalist that is 
happily beginning to become representative. 
He understands the value of solid work, is en- 
tirely free from any extravagant idea of news- 
paper omniscience, and possesses a fine gift 
of discernment. During his sojourn in Japan 
he had excellent opportunities of collecting 
valuable and-exceptional information, having 
been more than once received by the Minister 
President of State, and thus enabled to obtain 
a clear insight into Japanese politics. We be- 
lieve that the question of Christianity in Japan 
also constituted a subject of his special investi- 
gation, and it will doubtless receive at his hands 
fair and intelligent treatment. The labours of 
such men contribute materially to spread a true 
knowledge of Japan in the West. 











CHOLERA. 
—_———-—»> ——-_---- 
The following extract from the Stam Free 
Press of April 13th, deserves the notice of the 
Authorities :— 


The alarming increase of cholera within the last 
week or so has been the subject of general com- 
ment in all circles in Bangkok. It is never a sub- 
ject of surprise that cholera cases are repoited in 
this city, for cholera is always with us the year 
round, Within the last month, however, a 
virulent epidemic appears to be raging which 
is sparing neither Europeans wor natives. No 
less than four European residents have suc- 
cumbed within the last few weeks, and the 
mortality among the natives is increasing at an 
alarming vate. The prisoners are rapidly being 
thinned out in the native gaols, and the death rate 
at Pakret, where the watives ace said to be dying 
off ‘like rotten sheep,’’ and at Paklat is abnorm. 
ally high. Here in Bangkok in the midst of the 
Ew opean quarter natives are dying every day of 
cholera, and in the crowded parts of the city the 
mortality is reported to be exceptionally severe. 
Even the Palace seems no more secure than the 
hovel, and the choleraic attack of the Second 
Queen, mother of the Crown Prince, has 
evidently seriously alarmed the Siamese au- 
thorities and led them to take some extraordi- 
nary precautions with regard to the water supply. 
The King is urged to hasten his trip to Java in 
view of the severity of the epidemic. In Singa- 
pore orc Hongkong there would bea regular stam- 
pede among the population were half the number 
of cholera cases reported in either of those Colonies, 


ITALY IN ABYSSINIA. 
ee oo ee oe —_ 

Particulars of the fighting at Adowa on the rst 
March between the Abyssinians and the Italian 
forces under General General Baratieri, when 
the latter was defeated with immense slaughter, 
have been received in Rome during the past 
week. The total losses are estimated at about 
7,000 white and 2,000 native troops, including 
officers ; but how many of these are prisoners it 
is impossible at present to more than conjec- 
ture. The Abyssinian losses must have been 
heavy, as the Italians carried the positions 
attacked at the beginning of the battle, and, 
but for the unfortunate tactics of the general-in- 
chief, there was a chance of victory. That the 
pursuit was not kept up beyond the actual! field 
of conflict ‘indicates that the Abyssinian losses 
were discouraging. The troops generally, both 
white and native, fought splendidly, and the 
batteries in position had most of the men killed 
round the guns. General Dabormida’s brigade, 
a great part of which was destroyed, maintained 
its resistance to the Shoans until the evening, 
thus preventing the enemy from advancing, the 
General going about among his troops, en- 
couraging them in their efforts, and dying in 
their midst riddled with bullets. The example 
of the Italian officers generally had a great 
effect on the Askaris. The Alpine troops under 
Colonel Nava performed prodigies of valour. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Melini, their second in 
command, fell crying ‘‘ Forward, my Alpines!” 
The Ambharas, who are bloodthirsty butchers, 
killed the wounded, running them through with 
their swords and spears, and then plundering 
their bodies, cutting off the hands and feet of 
the wounded Askaris. All the batteries engag- 
ed were lost and all their officers killed. All 
the officers of General Arimondi’s batteries also 
died on the field. When the Italian troops 
arrived at Sanganciti they were in a deplorable 
condition owing to their long march, during 
which they had been pursued by the Gallas 
cavalry as far as Maimarat, where Colonel Di 
Broccard’s brigade drove the enemy back. The 
Gallas attacked the baggage waggons at Mai- 
nergas, and divided them among themselves. 
General Arimondi is believed to be either dead 
or a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. 

The native brigade commanded by General 
Albertone was to have penetrated the enemy's 
camp to draw the Abyssinians out, but after 
two attacks had to fall back, being outflanked 
by overwhelming forces of the enemy. In its 
retreat this brigade drew the Shoans after it into 
a narrow. defile, where the other Italian troops 
were thrown into confusion by the retreating 
native levies, and became so crowded together 
that they could not deploy into position to 
oppose the Shoan onrush. Almost immediately 
the heights on either side of the defile were 
occupied by the enemy, and it is believed that 
if the white troops had taken up positions on 
these heights the victory would have been theirs. 
General Baldissera, who has been appointed to 
succeed General Baratieri, is said to have 
admitted that his predecessor's plan of battle 
was well conceived, and to have expressed the 
opinion that General Baratieri would have gained 
a victory if better arrangements had been made 
for directing the troops in the execution of the 
manoeuvres decided upon, and if better order 
had been maintained. Some twenty officers are 
reported to have been made prisoners, includ- 
ing Colonel Galliano, the defender of Makalleh. 
Si. Fames Budget. 


MR. E. A. WARD. 


—__@——_____ 

It is a pity that Mr. E. A. Ward is prevented 
from prolonging his stay in Japan. Mr. Ward’s 
reputation as a painter of portraits is very high, 
and if he could have spared time to complete a 
series of drawings of Japanese types, the result 
must have been immensely interesting. Even 
his brief sojourn of a month has enabled him 
to make many drawings exceptionally truthful 
and sympathelic—of their artistic quality it is 
unnecessary for us to speak—and we sincerely 
trust that the enconiums his work must win in 
London may induce him to pay to Japan another 
and more leisurely visit. 
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THE INDEMNITY. 
—_—_——_—_@—__——— 

The whole of the second portion of the In- 
demnity, together with the money on account 
of the occupation expenses of Weihaiwei, has 
just been paid to Japan. It consist of three 
sums, namely, 50 million Tls. of the Indemnity, 
500,000 Tls., on account of Weihaiwei, and 1} 
million Tls. the interest on 50 millions for 6 
months. The sterling equivalent of the total 
was £8,225,245 18. 10d., one-half of which, as 
already reported, was paid over in Berlin, and 
the telegraph says that the second half was paid 
over in London on the 8th instant, From the 
Nichi Nichi Shimbun we \earn that of the 
moiety received in Berlin, one half will be 
transferred immediately to Japan, the re- 
mainder being lodged in the Imperial Bank of 
Germany. The English moiety will remain in 
London for the present, and be gradually 
drafted to Japan in accordance with the con- 
venience of the money market, so as to produce 
the minimum disturbance of exchange. 





ANGLO-AMERICAN ARBITRATION. 
—_—_—_—____—_. 

We presume that few, if any, Englishmen will 
dispute the principle that ‘any appeal to the 
arbitrament of the sword in disputes between 
the English-speaking nations is abhorrent to the 
conscience of the race.” Yet it is impossible 
not to be struck with admiration at the fact that 
prominent among the men calling for a national 
conference to promote permanent Anglo- 
American arbitration, appear the names of 
General Miles, head of the United States 
Army, and Admiral Walker, head of the Navy. 
The conference was to be held in Washington 
on the 22nd and 23rd of April. The next 
American mail will doubtless bring news of its 
proceedings. 


Mr. Herbert Spencer, when invited to express 
his opinion about the project of Anglo-American 
arbitration, wrote :— 


Savage as have been the passions commonly causing 
war, and great as have been its horrors, it has, through- 
out the past, achieved certain immense benefits. rom it 
has resulted the predominance and spread of the most 
powerful races. l‘eginning with primitive tribes, it has 
welded together small groups into larger groups, and 
again at later stages has welded these larger groups into 
still larger, until nations have been formed. At the same 
time military discipline has habituated wild men to the 
bearing cf restraints, and has initiated that system of 
graduated subordination under which all social life is car- 
ried on. But though, along with detestation of the cruelties 
and bloodshed and brutalization accompanying, we must 
recognize these great incidental benefits bequeathed by it 
heretofore, we are shown that henceforth there can arise 
no such ultimate good to be set against its enormous evils. 
Powerful types of men now possess the world; great 
aggregates of them have been consolidated ; societies have 
been organized ; and throughout the future the conflicts of 
nations, entailing on larger scales than ever before death, 
devastation, and misery, can yield to posterity no com- 

ensating advantages. Henceforth, social progiess is to 
be achieved not by systems of education, not by the 
preaching of this or that religion, not by insistence on a 
humane creed daily repeated and daily disregarded, but 
only by cessation from these antagonisms which keep alive 
the brutal elements of human nature, and by persistence 
in a peaceful life which gives unchecked play to the sym- 
pathies. In sundry places, and in various ways, ! have 
sought to show that advance to higher forms of man and 
society essentially depends on the decline of militancy and 
the growth of industrialism. This I hold to be a political 
truth in comparison with which all other political truths 
are insignificant. I need scarcely add that, such bein 
my belief, I rejoice over the taking of any step whic 
directly diminishes the probability of war, and indirectly 
opens the way to further such steps. 


A MILITARY ATTACHE FOR 1HE 


BRITISH LEGATION. 
——____—_@—-—___—_ 

We understand that Colonel Sartorius, of the 
Royal Artillery, has been appointed Military 
Attaché to the British Legation in Tokyo. 
Colonel Sartorius possesses the Victoria Cross, a 
fact that speaks sufficiently for the distinguish- 
ed character of his services. He is said to have 
intended leaving England for Japan early in 
April, but as the date of his arrival does not 
appear to have yet been officially intimated, we 
presume that some postponement has taken 
place. 
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ENTERTAINMENT TO SIR ANDREW 


NOBLE. 
—————_>—__-_—_—- - 

On Tuesday, Mr. and Mrs. Y. Iwasaki and 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Iwasaki, entertained Sir An- 
drew Noble, Mr. and Miss Noble, and Mr. and 
Miss Watts, at luncheon in their Fukagawa 
Villa. Among the guests were Their Excellen- 
cies Marquis and Marchioness Oyama, Marquis 
Saigo, Field-Marshal Count Nodzu, Admiral 
Ito, General Kawakami, Captain and Miss 
Minter, the Vice-Minister of the Naval Depart- 
ment, Commander and Madame Ito, etc. The 
weather unfortunately being wet, the picturesque 
grounds surrounding the villa, with their lakes, 
rockeries, hills, and islands, were flot seen to 
the best advantage, but want of sunshine could 
not impair the beauties of the foreign and Japan- 
ese buildings, or the magnificence of the art col- 
Jections they contain. A military band played 
during luncheon, and after many unique speci- 
mens of lacquer, porcelain, jade, and pictorial 
art bad been inspected, the guests witnessed 
the capture of about a score of fine fish by 
casting-nets. 





FREE SILVER AND THE MANUFAC. 


TURING INTEREST. 


———$__$_@—_-—_—__—_~ 

The Manufacturers’ Club of Philadelphia have 
taken a step that finally disposes, so far as they 
are concerned, of the recently prevalent notion 
that the support of the United States’ manufac- 
turers might be secured for free silver by grant- 
ing them a larger measure of protection than 
they now enjoy. “The members of the club 
have passed a resolution denouncing any such 
notion, and declaring that :—‘ The question of 
bimetallism can be permanently settled only 
through an international agreement, and that 
the Manufacturers’ Club declares its unalterable 
opposition to the free coinage of silver by the 
United States alone, firmly believing that such 
a policy would result in disaster at home and 
dishonour abroad, and would only operate to 
place this country upon the basis of silver 
monometallism.” 








THE ENGLISH SQUADRON IN THE 


FAR EAST. 
—_——__—_@——_—___ 

The departure from England of H.M.S. 
Grafton, the relief for this station of the first- 
class cruiser Edgar—her sister-ship—has been 
delayed until the end of June. This is in con- 
sequence of the Admiralty having decided to 
despatch Rear-Admiral C. L. Oxley to these 
waters as second in command. The new step 
evidently means that more ships will soon be 
sent out to the East to strengthen the British fleet 
in these waters. 

As a Midshipman, Rear-Admiral Oxley was 
specially mentioned in despatches for the ser- 
vices he rendered at the attack on the Peiho 
Forts on June 25th, 1859. For this he was 
awarded the China medal. He was born on 
the 17th October, 1841, and entered the Royal 
Navy in March, 1855. Seven years later he 
obtained his commission as_ sub-lieutenant, 
the 13th March, and on Nov. 7th, the same 
year (1861), his Lieutenant’s rank. He was 
promoted Commander on Feb. 6th, 1872, ona 
death vacancy; Captain, Oct. 31st, 1879, and 
Rear-Admiral Jan. 1st, 1895. From the 26th 
March, 1892, to 1st January, 1895, he was 
Aide-de-camp to the Queen, and received in 
1893 from the reigning Duke of Saxe-Coburg- 
Gotha (the Duke of Edinburgh), the second 
class of the Saxe Ernestine Order with Her 
Majesty’s permission to wear the same. Rear- 
Admiral Oxley is a J.P. for the Liberty of 
Ripon and the West Riding of Yorkshire. 








It is stated that the Cabinet decided at its 
meeting held on the 12th inst. to appoint 
Baron Ito, Chief Secretary of the Cabinet, Mini- 
ster of Agriculture and Commerce, and the 
matter will be gazetted in a few days. Vis- 
count Enomoto, the present Minister, will enter 
the Privy Council. 


should be some 
“runs.” 


such bicyclists as wish to run with others. 





THE HOUR OF DEATH. 
- -—> -_—- ~+- — 
To determine the exact moment at which 
the death of a man took place when his decom- 
posed body furnishes the only data for calcula- 


tion seems an almost impossible problem. Yet 


it has apparently been solved. A French phy- 
sician, M. Megnin, has been devoting his time 
for some years to a study of what he calls the 
‘fauna of the cadaver” and the result of his 
horrible researches is that the successive gene- 
rations of insects inhabiting the corpse are now 
duly tabulated, and inasmuch as it has been 
proved that they always arrive in the same 
order from the time of death to that of complete 
disintegration, it follows that each stage after 
demise is characterised by a typical denizen. 
It often happens that a crucial pointin a trial 
for murder is to determine the precise time of 
death. M. Megnin has now added a powerful 
weapon to the armory of jurisprudence. 








CORRESPONDENCE. 
wed eg 


Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.} 


TO TOKYO BICYCLISTS. 


To THE EDIToR OF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 
S1r,—In Tokyo there are now quite a number of 
bicyclists, and it sometimes happens that several, 
making a casual atrangement, have very pleasant 
“runs” into the country, and more than a few of 
them have expressed to me a wish that there 
arrangement for organizing 





As fac as I know, what ts wanted is merely some 
arrangement whereby notice should be sent to 
The 


notices stating that there aretu be runs at cettain 


defined days and times to stated places. 


In a case such as this the difficulty generally is 


to find someone who will take the initiative. I 


now take it on myself, in so far that Task any in 
Tokyo and the neighbourhood who wish to join 
such an organization as has beew indicated to 
write to me to that effect. 

I may be absent from Tokyo for a month or so 
presently, but I shall arrauyge that if the word 
© Cyclist ” be written on the envelope enclosing a 
letter, the matter will be attended to. 


W. K. BURTON. 
7, Ichome, Nagatacho, Kojimachi-ku, Tokyo. 


A SUGGESTION. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE '* JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sir Iu view of the frequent difficulties, 
amounting in some instances to what in the 
case of grown up people we should dipnify with 
the term strikes, that arise between students and 
their teachers in Japanese Schools, might I sug- 
gest, through your columns, to the Educational 
Authorities as aremedy, the introduction of cor. 
poral punishment and a monitorial system. 

To an English public school-boy, a combination 
of scholars to set at nonght the authority of the 
Headmaster is tantamount to high treason, and J 
venture to suggest that a proper system of 
monftorial discipline would go far tocheck, if it did 
notentirely prevent, such outbreaks for the future. 

To those who have had no actual experience 
the monitorial system is repugnant, as giving 
the senior boys the right to inflict punishment on 
their juniors, and many people are under the 
impression that little boys ata great school, where 
‘“fapging ” is officially recognized, are treated 
with greatcruelty. Such, however, is not the case, 
and I feel sure that all public-school men will 
suppart me in saying that “bullying ” prevails 
far more in “ private ” than in “ public ” schools. 

At the school where I was brought up, the 
monitors were appointed by the Headmaster and 
received their rods from his hands in the big 
schoolroom in the presence of the other masters 
and of the whole school. The effect of this system 
was that the Headmaster occupied much the same 
position as the Commanding officer of a Regi- 
ment, and the monitors that of Captains of com- 
panies. They were publicly entrusted with 
authority to punish breaches of discipline such as 
being ‘‘ out of bounds,” bad behaviour in Chapel, 
etc., etc., and the little boys had the same respect 
for their authority as for that of the masters. As 
lime went on, the little boys mounted up in the 
school and in their turn became monitors, but the 
respect for constituted authority still continued 


Google 


and in vittue of their office they felt bound, by 
their own conduct, to support the authority of the 
Headmaster. 

With regard to the punishment inflicted, four 
strokes with a cane was the usual penalty, but six 
might be given for grave offences. The punishe- 
ment was conducted with great ceremony, the 
“fag” of the monitor summoning the culprit to 
the Sixth Form Library, where all the other 
monitors were assembled. No indiscriminate 
thrashing ever took place, and a monitotial punish- 
ment was rarely inflicted more than once a year. 
A right of appeal against a punishment lay lo the 
Headmaster ; in the only case of appeal I recollect, 
the boy, a very delicate youth, was set a long im- 
position in lieu of the caning. 

I firmly believe that if such a system as I have 
desciibed were instituted in Japanese Schuuls, 
there would be a sudden ending of schuolboy 
strikes, and their product, soshs. 


Enclosing my card, I am, etc., 


MONITOR. 
May, 6th, 1896. 


THE LATE PROFESSOR SEKIYA. 


To tHe Epitor oF THE “ JAPAN Matt.” 


S1R,—I enclose a copy of the obituary notice of 
Prof. Sekiya by Mr. Milne, published in the Geo- 
logical Magazine, for which IT teust you will find 
space in your paper. I hope also that you will 
add the following fact, which Mr, Milne would no 
doubt have inserted had he known of it at the 
time. Prof. Sekiya was always very moderate in 
his living, and had saved out of his salary enough 
to leave by his will a portion of his property, ie 
amounting to about 600 yes, as a fund for the f 
prosecution of seismological research: this is, I \’ 
believe, the first instance of such a bequest in. 
Japan. His friends are raising afundtobe added ~ 
to the above so as to make it up to as large a sum 


ay possible, 
I am, Sir, yours truly, D. KIKUCHI. 


Science College, Imperial University, 
Tokio, Japan, May 7th, 1896. 


SEKIYA SEIKI. 


Born 1n 1855. Dtgp JANUARY OTH, 1896. 

All who are interested in volcanic and seismic pheno- 
mena will learn with regret that on January oth, after an 
illuess the first symptoms of which showed themselves in 
1876, Professor 5. Sekiya breathed his last. He was born 
in 1355, the year of the Ansei earthquake which devastat- 
ed the Tokio plain. His attention was first directed tothe 
serious study of earthquakes about :88c, and in 1886 he 
was appointed to the newly created Chair of Seismology 
in the Imperial University of Japan. Although he wrote 
much in Japanese, his publications in English, which for 
the most part appeared in the science Journal of his own 
College and in the Transactions of the Seismological 
Society, in themselves testify to his industry and ability. 
The construction of a model to show the motion of an 
earth particle at the time of an earthquake is an indication 
of his originality and ingenuity. By his influence and 
persuasive power he did much towards the distribution of 
seismographs throughont his own country, and the exten- 
sion of aseismic survey which at the time of his death 
boasted of no less than 968 stations at which earth shak- 
ings are recorded. 

One thing in which he was interested, and in which he 
took part, were experiments to determine forms of con- 
struction most suitable for earthquake districts; and al- 
though he did not live to see the ultimate results of these 
investigations, he saw that earthquake effects had already 
been diminished and that in future the loss of life and 
property would be futher minimized. 

His kindly disposition made him the friend of all who 
had the pleasure of his acquaintance, whilst the straight- 
forward manner in which he never failed to express his 
ideas gained their admiration. JM. 


OPIUM AND FORMOSA. 


To THE Epitox oF THE “ JAPAN Malt.” 


SirR,—The Afatd of the 27th ultimo contains an 
atticle under the heading “The Far East” cri- 
ticising my essay The Supplementary Budget 
and Opium in Formosa” in the following terms; 
‘““Mr. Kozo Nagano writes very vehemently on 
the subject, but not very consistently. But this 
inconsistency, however glaring, does not obscure 
the fact that a powerlul section of Japanese public 
opinion is in favour of adopting drastic anti-opium 
measures in Formosa,” and adds, “very pretly 
writing no doubt, but all sentiment and no staltes- 
manship. The forecast of the Japanese Authorities, 
on the contrary, is that to attempt to enforce 
strict prohibition in Formosa would lead to a 
revolution, and would involve terrible bloodshed. 
It is essentially a case for slow-going.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, it is true that my essay is not 
very consistent. But, when the fact itself was 
already very inconsistent, how could it be possible 
not to be so in mentioning it! Marquis Ito 
assured the old Viceroy of Tientsien, in the fourth 
interview in the peace negotiations at Shimono- 
seki, in the strongest terms, of his determina- 
tion to enforce the prohibition law of Japan, and 
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added that nothing should be spared to carry out 
its strict enforcement. Well, the opinion of 
Marquis Ito is the opinion of the Prime Minister, 
and naturally represents the opinion of the Govern- 
ment of Japan. 

What, then? Is it not very inconsistent for the 
Government to bring tothe Diet the Supplementary 
Budget that includes an item of opium revenue 
amounting to 3,500,000 yen 7 ; 

Mc. Shimada Saburo, the Vice-president of the 
House of Commons, and many other well-known 
members, take the strongest view as to the evils 
attending the consumption of Opium. 

What, then PIs it not very inconsistent for them 
to pass such a Budget without making any further 
inquiry ? 

te was long before that Dr. Wadagaki, the Pro- 
fessor of the Imperial University, and I began to 
inquire into the abolition of Opium in China. At 
that time, there was not a man in Japan who 
sympathized with us. But now, the island of 
Formosa being a possession of Japan, and seeing 
the serious harm that attends the use of Opium, 
the question has become a very grave one. Afew 
nights ago, Mr. Shimada Saburo, Dr. Wadagaki, 
Dr. Katayama, Dr. Hartshorne, Dr. Takada Koan, 
and I, and many other well-known gentlemen in 
the city—thirty in number—assembled together, 
and instituted an association for ingicine intothe 
suppression of the Opium tradein Formosa. Our 
sole object was to strike down the inconsistency 
that I have mentioned before, and to give a good 
example to the most pronounced Anti-Opium agi- 
tatorsin the world. Wedo not mean to oppose the 
Governmont, but at the same time it must be noted 
that anyone who stands against justice and hu- 
manity in the world is our enemy. For justice 
and humanity, or rather all honour to Japan, we 
must fight this question until our blood is com- 
pletely exhausted, and we believe there will be a 
day that God will ultimately give us the victory. 

Again, Mr. Editor, do you call Washington, 
Jefferson, Jon Adams, Franklin, Madison, Ha- 
milton, and Patrick Henry, examples of ‘No 
statesmanship,” simply because they declared that 
slavery must be destroyed at any means, not- 
withstanding that armed conflict between the 
Northern and Southern States could not be avoid- 
ed. Whenever I reflect of the evils attending 
Opium, I can hardly keep my eyes open, and tears 
of blood come from my tieart. Many, many thou- 
sands of the Eastern natives were led to the tomb 
of death from using tliat noxious opium, and 
for long and long future their innocent posterities, 
will be called on to the deserted sides of their an 
cestors, unless such soul and body destroying poi 
son should be completely exterminated at th 
present day. 

The strict enforcement of the prohibition would 
probably lead to a revolution, dnd would in- 
volve terrible bloodshed. But when statesmen 
deal with the prosperity and happiness of 
their states, they would not be afraid of the 
difficulties that may arise from a revolution, if 
there be no hope left in anything else. Whatever 
the Government, the statesmen, and the Fapan 
Mail may think, I must proceed on my way ull I 
- at last succeed in this noble and grand object. 


Yours most faithfully, 

















































KOZO NAGANO. 


P.S.—Some days ago I received from Mr. 
Joseph G. Alexander, the Honorary Secretary 
of the Society for the Suppression of the Opium 
Trade, au interesting letler, respecting the opium 
question jn Formosa, which I beg to recommend 
here for the benefit of your readers, in order to see 
what a promoter of the Anti-Opium movement in 
England thougtrt of the subject. 


Tokyo, 8th May, 1896. 


Finsbury House Blomfield Street, E.C., 
24th February. 1896. 


Dear Sir,—Sir Joseph Pease, our President, has 
kindly favoured me with a sight of your letter to 
him of tst January, and we have at his request put 
you down to receive regularly the Friend of China, 
our quarterly organ. 

You may have noticed in the January issue of that 
publication an article about opium in Formosa, I 
shall be very glad if we can in any way help the 
Japanese Government to withstand the influences 
which, I greatly fear, will be brought to bear upon 
her to allow the import of opium into Formosa to 
continue as heretofore. It will be a grand and noble 
object lesson to the world, especially to England, if 
Japan shall take the courageous step, which inter 
national law only justifies her in taking, of applying 
to Formosa the rigorous interdiction of the drug 
which has existed in Japanese ever since she made it 
one of the terms of the treaties of 1858 that the 
Opium traffic should be prohibited. 

I send you by this mail another copy of the 
Friend of China for January, hoping that you 
may be able to call the attention of some of your 


prominent statesmen to what I have said on this 
point in my editorial note. If also send you copies 
of the periodical for May 1893 and October 1894, 
cootining particulars respecting the legislation 
adopted tor Burma, as I| think they will be found to 
contain provisions which might with advantage be 
studied by the Japanese Government in dealing with 
opium smoking in Formosa, But I think there is an 
even better course than that of establishing a register 
for opium consumers. If the Japanese government 
of Formosa would announce that, from a certain 
date, say in three months’ time, the sale of opium, 
except for strictly medical use, will be rigidly 
enforced, and that in the meanwhile temporary 
hospitals will be opened for the cure of opium 
smokers, who should be invited to come to these 
hospitals, there to be gratuitously treated and cured— 
this would be a far better plan than the provision 
made in Burma for continuing the sale of opium to 
those who are registered, during the remainder of 
their lives, 

I should add that although I fully intended to 
continue the article of October '94, as intimated at 
the foot, | have been unable to do so, the subject 
having been crowded out by more pressing matters. 


I hope to be able, before long, to find space for a 


final article on the Burma question, including a re- 


print of the new regulations for that province. 
Yours very truly, Josarn G, ALEXANDER. 
Hon, Sec. 
Kozo Nagano, Esq., 
Tokyo, Japan. 


BOWING BEFORE THE EMPEROR'S 
PORTRAIT. 
To THE Evitor oF THE “ JAPAN Malt.” 

S1r,—Since this question of the significance of 
bowing to the portrait of the Emperor has been 
brought up again, it may be of interest to note 
what is taught the school children on the subject 
in the Shin-tai Toku-hon, perhaps the latest and 
best of its class. 


On page 8, (ura), of Vol. 2 of the series we 
tead :— 

“Kyo wa Tenshi Sama no go tanjobi de ari- 

masu. Tenshi Sama no go tanjobi wo Tencho-. 
setsu to iu. Ano hito wa o shashin ni mukatte 
rei wo shite orimasu. Arewa go shugst wo moshi- 
agete itu wo de atimasu. Wareware mo tsulsu- 
shinde go shugi wo moshiagemasho.” 
‘It would appear from this that as far as what 
he children are taught is concerned, there is no 
more religious expression in this act than in shout- 
ing ‘* Ban-zai,”’ or *f Long live the king.” 


Yours, etc., SOJOURNER. 
Japan, May 7th, 1896. 


THE VACCINE LYMPH INSTITUTE. 
eee 

We hereby give our sanction to the present Or- 
dinance, relating to Regulations for an Institute for 
Vanccine Lymph, and order it to be promulgated. 


(Imperial Sign Manual) 
(Great Seal.) 





(Countersigned.) 
Count Kuropa Kiyoraxka, 
President of Privy Council, 
Acting Minister President of State. 
Yosurkawa AKIMASA, 
Minister of State for Home Affaits. 


OrDINANCE—No. 25. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INSTITUTE FOR 
Vaccing LympuH. 


Art. 1.—An Institute for Vaccine Lymph shall 
be established in Tokyo and Osaka. 

Ait. 2.—Under the Control of the Minister of 
State for Home Affairs, the Institute shall under- 
take all matters relating to the preparation of 
Vaccine Lymph. 

Art. 3.=The Institute shall tiave the following 
personnel :— 


B. Director ceccicsacciencsasecssscasesace 2 
Experts .....csceces dubia stan watseesuees-- 2 
Assist. Experts ....ccscsecssesrsevseses 22 
Clecks vecvcccccccccccceccceieevessesccsses 5 


Art. 4.—The Director, shall be one of the ex- 
perts under the control of the Minister of State 
for Home Affai:s, to take charge of the Institute, 
and supervise the work of his subordinates. 

Art. 5.—The Experts under the direction of the 
Director, shall take charge of Vaccine Lymph 
preparation. 

Art. 6.—The Assist. Experts under the direction 
of the Experts, shall perform the work of Vaccine 
Lymph preparation. 

Art. 7.—=The cleks, who shall be of Hannin 
rank, shall, under the direction of their superior 
officers, discharge general duties. 

Art. 8.—«The details of the business of the In- 


Google 


stitute shall be settled by the Minister of State 
for Home Affairs. 


We, he:eby give our sanction to the present 
Ordinance, relating to Regulations for the Institute 
for Antitoxin Serum, and order it to be duly pro- 
mulgated. 

(Imperial Sign Manual) 
(Great Seal.) 

March 3oth, 1896. 

(Couitersigned) 

Count Kuropa Kiyoraka, 
President of the Privy Council, 
Acting Minister President of State. 


YosHIKawa AKIMASA, 
Minister of State for Home Affairs. 


Decres—No. 24. 


ESTABLISHMENT OF THER INSTITUTE FOR 
ANTITOXIN SERUM. 


Art. 1.—An Institute for Antitoxin Serum shall 
be established in Tokyo. 

Art. 2.—The Institute under the Control of the 
Minister of State for Home Affairs, shall under- 
take all business relating to the preparation of the 
Serum. 

Art. 3.—The Institute shall have the following 
personnel ;— 

A, Directo «scsvecsccccdccacscverscavesses 2 
EXPOClS:. coisscscccccaccsecvicsessescxcsces, 2 
Assist. Experts .......sssccsssscoescsoee 5 
CHOC: cis isnoenssineccedseicsioussiesicias 

Art. 4.—-The Director, who shall be one of the 
experts, shall, under the control of the Minister of 
the Home Department, take charge of the Insti- 
tute, and supervise the business of his subordinates. 


Art. 5.—The Experts, under the direction of the 
Director, shall take charge of the business of pre- 
paring the Serum. 


Art, 6.—-The Assist. Experts, undec the direction 
of the experts, shall perform the work of preparing 
the Serum. 

Act. 7.—The Clerks, who shall be of Hannin 
rank, shall, under the direction of their superior 
officers, discharge general duties. 

Art. 8.—The details of the business of the Insti- 
tute shall be settled by the Minister of State for 
Home Affairs.— Official Gasette. 





FOKOHAMA FIRE BRIGADE. 
——_—_—__.@-——————- 

The annual meeting of subscribers to the Yoko- 
hama Fire Brigade was held at the Fire Station 
ov Thursday afternoon, There were present, Mr. 
J. Dodds, in the chair, Messrs. J. Walter W. J.S. 
Shand, W. B. Walter, K. Kingdon, F. H. Hooper, 
C.K. M. Martin, and J. H. Hutthison, Honovary 
Secretary aud Treasurer. 

The meeting have been called to order, 

The CHAIRMAN said that he was sorry that there 
was nota better altendance, though there were,per- 
haps more than the usual number present. ‘This 
paucity in attendance might be taken perhaps, asa 
token that the public were perfectly satisfied and 
had no fault to find with the administration of the 
affairs of the Yokohama Fire Brigade. He would 
therefore move from the Chair the adoption of the 
report and accounts for the year 1895, and in doing 
so would take advantage of the opportunity to state 
that the Committee were entirely satisfied with 
the Brigade. During the past year the Brigade 
had carried out their work most efficiently, the plant, 
engines, buildings, etc., were in perfect order, while 
the work of the Superintendent, Mr. Morgin, had 
given entire satisfaction, aid the Committee were 
wholly satisfied with the way in which he had car- 
tied on the work and maintained the efficiency of 
the staff. With these few remarks he moved the 
adoption of the report and accounts. They were 
open for discussion or remarks. 


In answer to Mr. JaS. Water, the Honorary 
SECRETARY said that the wages of the Chief Euo- 
pean Engineer had been caised from July last, 
with the approval of the Chairman of the Com- 
tniltee, 


The CiusaArRMAN—Yes, we anticipated the con- 
sent of subscribers to this step. The man las 
been in our employ fof many years, and wé 
thought, in view of the great rise in the cost of 
living here, that we should accede to his applica- 
tion at once, 


Mr. W. B. WatTsr suggested that the Secre- 
tary should be instructed to write to the Kenves in 
regard to the probable date when Water might be 
expected to be supplied on the Bluff by the water 
Company. This was a most important question 
for Yokohama. There was no water on the Bluff, 
in the proper acceptance of the term, and when 
fires Occurred they could not be put out, and the 
Insurance Companies were heavy losers. The 
Water Company would find the matter compara- 
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lively easy if a small pumping station were erected 
on the Bluff. 

The CHatRMaN=I thoroughly agree with all 

t. Walter’s remarks. I was at the Kencho this 
morning and unofficially asked—not being there 
on Fire Brigade business—a question of similar 
import. From the satel maton t gathered, [learn- 
ed that the Water Company do not contemplate 
for some time to come, extending their system to 
the Bluff. They find that their present extension 
scheme is about as much as they can manage. 
With the rapid growth of the Settlement and the 
suburbs around the town they find themselves 
called upon to make further extensions in thetown 
itself; though I believe there is some talk of tun- 
nelling through a part of the Bluff in ordec to sup- 
ply some of the villages behind. The suggestion 
of Mr. Walter, to make official enquiry as to when 
water can be supplied to the Bluff, shall certainly 
be availed of by the Committee. 

Mr. F. H. Hoopsr seconded the adoption of 
the accounts, 

Mr. W. B. Water said he had an idea that 
there had been some remark diopped somewhere 
that water might be supplied to the Bluff within 
the course of a year or so. 

The CHAIRMAN—The town is increasing so fast, 
that really the Water Company finds its present 
extension as much as it can do. ‘To supply the 
Bluff would involve building a pumping station. 

Mr. WaLTER observed that ata recent fire on 
the Bluff he noticed that water from the mains 
reached the top of the Bluff through the police 
hose, without any pressure. 

Mr. W. J.S. SHanp—Yes, the mains extend 
half way up the hill, to the village between the 
French Consulate grounds and the main road. 

Mr. Warrgsr—A very small pumping station 
would be sufficient to send the water 20 feet 
higher to supply the houses on the Bluff, under 
pressure. 

The CHaIRMAN—The subject shall be attended 
to, and our Secretary will make the application for 
the necesary information to the Kencho. 

The accounts were then passed, and the old Com- 
mittee, on the motion of Mr. Hooper, seconded 
by Mr. KInepon, were re-elected. They are :— 
Messrs. James Dodds, J. D. Hutchison, C. K. M. 
Manin, J. P. Mollison, W. J. S. Shand, James 
Walter, and W. B. Walter. 

The CHarrRMaAn having intimated that the old 
Committeee were willing to again give their ser- 
vices in the interests of the Brigade, the meeting 
despersed. 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

REMARKS ON ACCOoUNTs.—The contributions from In- 
surance offices for 1895 amount to $3,080.00 against 
$3,105.00 collected during 1894, while the olicy fees 
received for the year show an increase of $841.20, the 
amounts for 1895 being $2,627.70 against $1,786.50 for the 
previous twelve months. These differences, with a small 
amount of interest on the H. & S. Bank current account, 
make the total income $31v.72 in excess of 1894. 

Disbursements for the year amount to $5,384.28, and 
excluding the cost of a quantity of new Hose, this sum 
covers merely the usual expenditure necessary for the 
keeping up of the Brigade 

WATCHMEN AND PatroL.—The special look-out at the 
Bell tower has been kept up all through the ear, while 
the patrol men carried out their duties as usual during the 
seven months of the year. 

Fisgs —The Brigade attended in all twenty-two Calls. 
Full particulars of the various fires attended are given be- 
low. Water supply has been very good in the Settlement, 
with one or two exceptions only, during the summer, 
when the supply was partly cut off, but on the Bluff the 
usual drawbacks have been met with, and the Brigade 
men have heen entirely dependent upon private wells for 
their supply. 

_ The following forms Superintendent Morgin’s Report, 
viz :— 

GENTLEMEN,—I have the honour to present the follow- 
ing report of the work of the Yokohama Fire Brigade 


during the year 1895. 
The number of calls for Fires, or supposed Fires, have 
amounted during the year to 22; of those in the Settle- 
ment, 3 ended in total destruction, 7 were slight, 1 no 
damage, and : proved to be a false alarm, On the Bluff, 
s ended in total destruction, and 1 was slight. Inthe 
Native Town 7 ended in total destruction. with loss of 107 
houses, and 1 slightly damaged. Thecauses, as reported, 
were as follow, viz :— 
Sattcement. 
Unknown... ... ... Sas ven ees % 
Explosion of percussion cops ... ... .. .. 
po lorie Of stove Pipe wo... ose cen ave 


om ot ee oe Be OR 


Falsealarm |... ... 
Defective Flue... ... sie? “See aa | 
Nativs Town. 
Unknown oee eee eae eet oe ees ese ete see 9 
Bath eee 86088 06U8hte 06 6888 06hlUl OR lta eee eee eee ase z 


Total oso cso coo se oe a3 

The figures above only refer to calls which involyed the 
turning out of the Firemen, Fire En ines, Hose ' Reels, 
etc., belonging to the Yokohama Fire Brigade. 

I beg to place on record that we have on several occa- 
sions received valuable assistance from men-of-war in port. 
Also that the Fire Brigade have worked most amicably 
with the Police and Water Works authorities. 


Go 





































charge of Settlement Police Station, for his urbanity at all 
times, and his endeavours to have his force work in unity 
with ours. 
mention that great credit is due to Mr, 
Inspector-in-charge of Bluff Police Station, 
for the valuable assistance at all times rendered at fires on 
the Wluff, during the year, 


Messrs. 
Martin, 
and W. B. Walter, 
signations. 


asth April 
goth April 
r7th May ... 
zr3th Tune 
agth July 
29th August 
ssnd November...No. 87, Servants’ quarters ; slight. 
asth November,..No. 124, Slight. 


acth 
8th June ... 
3jeth August 
agth December ...Matsukagecho, Nichome, 2 house destroyeds 
sist December ...Otomachi Shichome, 9 total, 4 part destroyed. 


atst January 


‘agth December eee Itchome, Native Bluff, 2 small houses 


per minute. 


minute for 30 men; stationed in the U.S. Naval Hospital’s 
compound, Bluff. 7 


stationed at the Bluff Fire Station. 


meu, one stationed at the Bluff 
the Settlement. 


Station, 


men, at the Settlement Fire Station, 


per minute. 


Works throughout the Foreign Settlement and Japanese 
town. 


THe YOKOHAMA FIRE BRIGADE IN Account 
CURRENT WITH THE Hon. Secrerary AND 


Dec. 31, 1898. Dr. 
To : ages Supt. Morgin, z2 months at 
100 
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I think it but rightto mention Mr, Ueki, Inspector-in- 


AZALETIC SPORTS AT YOKOHAMA, 
---—-—_ > ——— 

The Spring Athletic Meeting of the Yokohama 
Cricket and Athletic Club passed off very success- 
fully, all things considered, on Saturday afternoon, 
A gusty breeze was blowing throughout the day, 
raising clouds of gritty dust, smothering every 
thing, and causing great inconvenience to the come 
peletors as well as irritation to the spectators, 
None of the records are worthy of mention, except 
the High Jump, that was a very creditable per- 
formance for a lad of Drummond’s age. Horne, 
one of the midshipmen on H.M.S. Edgar made a 
pretty finish for second in the Mile Flat Handicap 
for Mr. Dare’s Challenge Cup—that has to be won 
three times, or else in better time from scratch 


I always regret his absence, and I would also 
S. Ikariyama, 
and his men 


I have the honour to bes your ebedient servant, 
N. Morain, Superintendent, Y.&.B, 


COMMITTEE.—The present Committee. consisting of 
ames Dodds. 4 D. Hutchison, (. K. Marshall 
. P. Mollison, W. J.S. Shand, James Walter, 
beg respectfully to tender their re- 





LIST OF FIRES DURING THE PAST YEAR. 
Birgs 1n SatruaMeEnr. 


rst Janua «No, ‘“Momban’s house destroyed. ‘ ar 
snd janunry "No. we False alarm, 7 than 4 min. 45 sec. It looked a moral certainty 
a6th January ,,,No. 185, 6 Houses destroyed. that Schellenberg would secure second place, but 
agth January ...No. 268, 1 Servants” quarters destroyed. 


Horne was not to be denied: spu: ting gamely he 
Rot past Schellenberg and landed home a few inches 
to the ood. Two of the bicyle races fell to Bain, 
whose reputation on the Pacific coast is steadily 
maintained, but in the Five Miles race Scott upset 
the prophets, winning on the tape—Bain undoubt- 
edly losing through his “nursing "tactics. Scott's 
wit) was very popular. The blue-jackets :ace 
was rather slow: we believe Harbon, the winner, 
can do much better time over this distance, if put 
to it. The Consolation race fell to Mason, an 
athlete of much promise, but who had luck agaiust 
him on Saturday. There was an unusually good 
attendance of ladies, the gathering being larger 
than we have seen on similar occasions, but thén, 
baciing the wind and. dust, the afternoon was 
balmy and full of sunshine. Mrs. J. C. Hall, at the 
finish, presented the prizes, accompanying each 
fwith appropriate expressions of approval. The 
Town Band was in attendance and played some 
popular selections during the intervals between 
ithe events. Details s—= 


100 Yarps Friar Race (handicap)—Firsr Hear. 


I—A. J. D. Lloydu.......s.seeereee 5 yards. 
2—E. d Libeaud vi..ccsesccsseseee 2 yards, 
3—R. Sakamoto  w..ssssecteseeeee 3 yards, 
O—C. McGerrow v.vicccesccsseceee 3 yards. 
Four started. Lloyd, the limit man, held his 
own to the end, Libeaud catching up Sakamoto 
when half-way down. McGerrow finished last. 
Time, 11 secs. 


Seas - ob -No. 7o, Stone godown, slight. 

we assNO3 164-192, China-town, 323 houses destroyed. 
No. 33, No damage. 

see! S08 No. 33, Tea-godown destroyed. 

see Naas No. 73, Chinese servants’ quarters destroyed, 
eeNo. 47, Slight. 


Firngs in Japanese Town, 
anuary ...Masagocho Itchome, 7 total, 3 part destroyed. 
anuary ...Matsukagecho, 2 houses destroyed. 
+e. Motomachi Itchome, x house destroyed. 
Aioichi Itchome, godown, slight. 


and 


Firgs ox Brurr, 
..No. 169, Dwelling destroyed. 
«No, 142, slight. 
...Kitagata, 85 Native houses destroyed. 


3rd April ... 
oth May .,., 


destroyed. 


LIST OF ENGINES AVAILABLE AT EIRES 
BELONGING TO THE Y. F. BRIGADE. 
Relief steamer, Shand and Mason, No. 1, 350 gallons 


Shand and Mason’s No. 2, Manual, 134 gallons! per 


Shand and Mason’s No. 3, Manual, 17 gallons, 4men; 


Four Small French Manual Engines, each 17 gallons, 4 
ire Station aad three at 


at the Bluff 


gallons per minute, for 6 


Six Extincteurs, Dick’s Patent. on Cart, 
Small American Manual, 44 
Six Stand Pipes at the Settlement Fire Station. Seconp Haart. 
i—G., C. Allcock Setoosveccecsessan scratch, 
2—H. E, Allcock diawesasiactieecdi 3 yards. 
o— LL. W. Eytoti.e.cccsssececessceee 2 yards, 
Allcock quickly ran through his men and won 
by two yards from his brother. Strangely enough, 
the time in this heat was exactly the same as in 
the firsim11 secs, 





ENGINI{ WORKING WITH ‘BRIGADE. 
Victoria steamer, Shand & Mason, No. 2, 400 gallons 


Hydrants and Stand Pipes of the Yokohama Water 





ID FINAL. 

I—A. J. Dy Lloydu....csececceree 5 yards, 
2—G. Allcock vesecesceseereee Scratch, 
o—E. J. Libeaud ..........0000006 2 yards, 
O—H. E. Allcock .........se0008 3 yards, 


TREASURER. 
WorkinoG Account. 


Warsi: Garopean’ Basinees © $1,200.co The men got off well together and Scratch soon 
caf debs at $5" vs ese oeef$10.00 ‘Collared two of his men; but Lloyd was nol to be 
er Wages Bucopess Engineer, 6 : ‘caught, and the latter won by about six inches: a 

months at§$r0o—tiwss iw. $600.00 3, 20.00 : 1. , hap (04 
» Wares European Boreman, 3: oe close third. ‘Time, 11} secs. 

months at a tee eee . .0o 
a Wacek. |ieracse epuineen cs 3 THROWING THE Cricker BALL. 

gonthe at $14... Ketiaent ae 168.00 I—H. Goddard, 96 yards (288 {t.) 

» Wages Jap - — 
" neers (3), x2 months at $7 each .,,., 2§2.00 a J. M. Scott, 92 yards 2 ft. (278 ft.) 
so Wages Japanese- Coolie Foreman, o—R, Sakamoto. 
W: mons ver Watchmen’ (a) a 84.00 o—E. J. Libeaud. 
ages ow ' 
t eanthe ae aires 198.00 o—E. B.S. Edwards. 
s Wages Patrol men (4), 7 months at o—M. L. Ellis. 
re Wages, zx Foreman and 2 Firemen ae A fairly strong breeze was blowing diagonally 
and nig for Bluff Station at $2 per b 00 | 2C°SS the ground thereby assisting slightly the 

ROE ot Ges GS Sade: Frias 309-09 $3,862.00 flight of the ball, Goddard’s first two throws 
3 Clothing & Uniforms for Firemen, 276.20 were the best, and he won, the distance covered 
» Coals rewoo xtra coolie ‘ 

: hire after fires, &c., Bc. vee ose 233.85 389.45 being 96 yards (288 feet.) 


Lone Jump (Hanpicap). 
Sunpry ExpenpDiTure. 


1—G. C. Allcock, 12 inches, 18 ft. 1 in. (19 ft. 


To Ground Rent, ri ae e Fe Sue $ 87.28 I in.) 
‘ Gasworks, for Gas eoasiees es uaa 2—R. C. K. Johnson, scratch, 18 ft. 2 in. 
” Waterworks, for Water supplied .., 59.50 o—L. W. Eyton, 6 inches, 
» Printing an vertising ., 18.00 o-—N. R. Richards R.N.. 12 inches 

t of x, ds canvas hose 8 & Maree iS ENLENGy . 
o» Cost of 2,005 yards canva $3.20 $1,332.83 ae’ Masol aa icles. A 
» Balance in H. and S. Bank... —... 835.21 : o—M., Schellenberg, 12 inches, 

” $6,319.49 o—R. Sakamoto, 15 inches. 





o—J. F. Drummond, 18 inches. 

Johnson made the best jump, 18 ft. 2in., but 
had to give 12 inches to Allcock, who, jumping 
18 ft. 1 in., won the competition easily, 

HurDie Race, 120 YarDs (10 flights). 


I—R. C. K. Johnson ,.....minus 5 yards. 
2—R. Sakamoto ssaencediiencéees 7 yards, 

3 e M. Scott CCR seco eeerereroosane 5 yards, 
O—B. Mason .vcsccssssseeesernee SCratch, 
The preliminary heats in this race had been 
run off the previous day, leaving only four men in, 
Johnson, who was penalised five yards behind 
scratch, won a capital race with two yards to spare 

® 


1894, Cr. 
jan. x. By Balance from z a ee sis + 8 483.49 
Dec. 31. By Subscriptions collected from Fire 
Offices for the year Se ‘ie a ses 3,080.00 
By Policy fees paid in to the H. & 8S. Bank 
duringtheyear 1.00 0. keane 2,627.70 
By Interest on Current account received from 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank af 36.3 





$6,219.49 


E. & O E. 
Yokohama, soth January, 1896, 
J. D. Hutcuison, Hon. Sec, and Treasurer 
Compared witb vouchers and found correct. 
E: Furnt Kicsy. 
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Mason fell, and Sakamoto only beat Scott for 
second place by a few inches. Time, 12} secs. 


Boys’ Racg 100 Yarps (under 15)—Hanpicap, 


1—G. Russell. 
2—Gerald Irwine. 
3—G. Woodruff. 


Nearly forty Jads started, the handicaps being 
admirably adjusted. Irwine, the limit man, stuck 
gamely to his task and was only beaten on the 
post by a few inches, a close third: the rest in a 
mob behind. The handicaps varied from 70 yards 
dowuwards, 

Quarrer-MILe Frat Race (Handicap).—Tue 
Lapigs’ Pursg. 


I—G. C. Allcock..scocccsseseeees Scratch, 
2—H. E. Allcock ..csccscsseesee 25 yards. 
O—L.. W. Eytou vecccscsssessesee 10 yards, 

H. E. Allcock kept the lead going up the back 
and top straights, but his brother, the scratch 
man, was quickly making up his ground and, get- 
ting into the straight for home, passed him. He 
eventually won easily, bad third. ‘Time, 57 secs. 

Miss Eldridge after the race gracefully presented 
the Ladies’ Purse to the winner, accompanied with 
some appreciative remarks. Allcock then pre- 
sented the fair donor with a handsome bouquet. 


QuarTer-Mixe Frat Race (Men-of-Watr’s Men). 
t-Harbon (H.M.S. Edgar). 
2—Taylor (H.M.S. Edgar). 
3—Peuny (H.M.S. Edgar). 

Five started, but only three finished, Hatbon 
won ashe pleased. Time, tm. 6} secs. 


Ssconp Hear. 
1—Tucker (H.M.S. Edgar). 
2—Bovill (H.M.S. Edgar). 


Five again started, but two only ran the dis- 
tance: these simply louped along, saving them- 
selves for the final heat. Time, 1m. 8% secs. 

- Finat Heat. 
1—Harbon, 
2—Bovill. 
3—Tucker. 

Harbon made the running from the start and 
won easily. ‘Time, 60% secs. 

One Mive Bicycre Race (Handicap). 


1—C. H. Bain Pocceceveseseoerecnce scratch. 
a—J. M. Scott ..cscsseeee sescsessee 50 yards. 
O—A. Kingdons,...cccccsccseeees woe 75 yards. 


Kingdon was passed on the back straight in the 
first lap by Scott and retired soon after. Bain pas- 
sed Scott coming down to the Pavilion in the 
second lap and then both men, through their own 
misunderstanding stopped, imagining the race was 
finished. Upon finding out theie mistake they 
mounted their wheels again : but the race, as a race, 
was spoiled and no time could be taken. 


HieH Jump (Handicap). 
1—J. F: Drummond, 3 inches, § ft. 3 in. 
2—N. L. Richards, R.N., 2 inches, 5 ft. 1 in. 
3—B. Mason, 1 inch., § ft. 
o—L. W. Eyton, scratch. 
o—M. Schellenberg, 1 inch, 
o—O. Koch, 2 inches. 
o—R. Sakamoto, 3 inches. 


Drummond has improved greatly since the 
autumn meeting, and his 5 feet clear is a pood 
performance. Most of the competitors retired at 4 
ft. 9 in. 


'  Hare-Mive Fear Race (Handicap). 


I—E, J. Libeaud...............00 10 vards, 
2—Dudley Tyng ......sccccceeevee 35 yards. 
3—-R. C. 1. Johnson ,........... scratch, 
O-—G. C. Allcock .......ccccc0c008 © SCratch, 
O—O.. Koch ....ccceeeeee seeseeseeee 35 yards, 


Koch fed round for the first lapsthen Allcock 
retired and Libeaud pulled up, passing Tyng 
and Koch, Tyng then headed Koch, with John- 
son Close behind. In this order the race finished, 
Libeaud being 2$ yards to the good: Johnson 
deft his spurt till too late. Time, 2.14} secs. 


Tuareg Mires Bicycre Racg (Handicap). 


I—C. H. Bain ........cccccoeseesee  SCratch, 
2—E, Adet w.ccecscccessecseeeeeees200 yards, 


Bain caught up Adet—who was far from being 
in good condition—within the first four laps, and 
then both men took it easily, the pace being very 
slow. In the last lap Bain, who had quietly rid- 
den behind Adet for six laps, overtook him and 
passed the tape a yard ahead. Time, gm. 16s. 

PUTTING THE SHOT. 


IM. Schellenberg, 29 ft. 8 in. 
o—M.L. Ellis. 


Only twocompetitors entered, and Schellenberg 
was an easy winner at 29 ft. 8 in., a very poor 


performance compared to some that have taken 
place here. 
























Mason; then 
order the second lap finished. Qu starting the 
third lap Libeaud ran through his men and en- 
tering the straight for home was a good ten yards 
ahead, with Schellenberg next and Horne close 
behind. Then all three men spurted, but Libeaud 
was not to be caught and he won by about 8 yards; 
-Home pluckily cunning into second place on the 
post, Schellenberg being beaten by a few inches 
only. 


yards to spare. 


Ong Mire Frat Race (Handicap).—The Dare 


Challenge Cup. 
1I—E, J. Libeaud  .........s00008 25 yards. 
2—R. Horne, R.N.  ..ssesseeeee 70 yards, 
3—M. Schelleuberg........c00008 scratch, 
O—B,. Mason .isccocsescesseseeeee 40 yards, 
In the first round Horue led, followed by 
Mason passed him, and in this 


Time, 5m. Ig§ secs, 


Five Mites Bicycte Race (Handicap). 


I— J. M. Scott .....ccceseeseeseesee250 yards, 
2—C. H. Bain eoecnecseceenresnecere scratch, 


Bain began to pull down his opponents’ lead 


from the second lap by five yards, ten yards, 
twenty yards, etc., per lap until at the fifteenth he 
could have drawn level, 
just behind Scott till the fast lap, when he over- 
hauled him at the far corner, 
beaten, however, and coming down the straight 
got ahead again and finished with his front wheel 
to the good. 
vedly so. 
Ist mile, 3 min.; 2nd, 5m. 514 secs.; 3rd, 8m. 55 
secs.3 4th, 11m. 53$secs.; and fifth and last mile, 
141. 58% secs. 


But he preferred to ride 


Scott was not to be 


He was loudly cheered, and dese:- 
The times for the different miles were: 


One Mite Watxine Race. 


I—E. Adet ...cccsccseesees seseeseel5 Seconds, 
2—H. S. Goddard......ccc000. scratch, 
o—L. W. EytOtigeskidcecsacacesci 5 seconds. 
Adet, with 15 seconds start, won easily, with ten 
Time, 10m. 14% secs. 
ConsoLaTION Race, QuarTgeR-Mixeg, Frat. 
1—B. Mason. 
o—A. Kingdon. 


There were only two starters and Mason won 


as he liked. 


AUSTRALIA AND FAPAN. 


—_—_—__—_—____ 


By Joun Plummer, M.J.S. 


Sydney, April 16. 
The movement in favour of extending com- 


mercial relations between Australia and Japan 
uppears to have become considerably weakened 
since the refusal of the various Australian Go- 
vernments to avail themselves of the provisions 
of the Anglo-Japanése treaty. Another disturbing 
influence has been the successful initiation of a 
direct trade between Australia and Manchester, 


Hull, Glasgow, and other British ports, from 
which great possibilities are anticipated. Then, 


again, the published reports of British Consuls in 
Japan are by no means corroborative of those 


furnished by Australian Commissioners; on the 
contrary, they tend to show that at present there 
is no Japanese matket for many of the articles in 
which Australian producers expected to do a good 
trade. Moreover, there is a sad lack of authentic 
information respecting Japan and things Japan- 
ese. Although Australian papers generally are 
opposed to Japanese immigration or any undue 
preponderance of Japanese imports, they are al- 
ways ready to publish reliable informatiot respect- 
ing the country, its people, resources, etc. Even in 
Europe much might be done in this direction. 
Scarcely a British paper has alluded to the rapid 
progress of parliamentary government in Japan, 
or the ready manner in which honourable mem- 
bers have learnt to emulate the usages charactet is- 
tic of legislative life in the old world. Mr. E, 
Jerome Dyer, in an interesting paper on ‘ Aus- 
tralia and Asian-Pacific,” seems to have a good 
grip of the whole question, but, unfortunately, the 
publication in which it appears has only a limited 
circulation in the colonies, and none at all outside 
them. Mr. Dyer says—* The Japanese are not 
an emigrating people and the Government had to 
offer strong inducements to the people to leave 
their native districts even to settle on neighbour 
ing islands; they even refuse double the local 
wage. The only classes who can be persuaded to 
emigrate to distant countries are the fishermen 
and coolies of treaty ports: it is only in isolated 
cases that they can be obtained from other sources, 
and against the strong opposition of the Govern- 
ment, The Japanese of Thursday Island are well- 
to-do fishermen who came down in small parties 
to obtam pearl shell for the many purposes for 
which it is used in Japan. They make wages 
which many a Melbourne artisan would be glad 
toearn, yet the same opportunity was open to our 


Google 


people and it is so still, but diving for shells is 
wotk that especially suits these hardy Islanders, 
who are born and bred fishermen. As to the 
Japanese coolies—only a few huudreds—planting 
sugar in North Queensland, what white men could 
dothe work? It is a strongly-felt regret amongst 
the planters there that this Japanese labour is so 
difficult to obtain, as one Is worth half-a-dozen 
Kanakas ; but I was informed in Japan last Feb- 
tuary that emigration to Queensland had practi- 
cally stopped some time ago, as not only had the 
Japanese Govecnment imposed almost prohibitive 
restrictions against emigration to foreign countries, 
but the people themselves strongly object to go.” 
Mr. Dyer insists that Japan is indispensable to 
the expansion of Australian trade with the Far 
East. He says—“ The bulk of Australia’s prospec- 
tive trade with Asian coast countries will be done 
with those on Asia’s East coast, known as 
the Far East, and with those countries lying 
between Australia and these Far Eastern coun- 
tries, and therefore on the line of route, such 
as Java, and the islands of the Eastern Archipe- 
lago, the Straits Settlements, Siam, French Indo- 
China, and the Philippines, Japan being the 
terminus supplying the bulk of the cargo and 
being our largest customer—I am speaking pro- 
spectively—will prove the key to this Far Eastern 
commerce, Without Japan, Australia can never 
open up a large trade with the East coast of Asia. 
It was not trade with Australia, altogether, that 
induced the Japanese lo determine upon estabishe 
ing a shipping service of their own with those 
colonies, it was the intermediate trade that proved 
the chief inducement, For instance, the Philippines 
import a fair quantity of Japanese products and 
tmanufactures, and export tobacco, hemp, sugar, 
and other products to Japan. The Japanese cal- 
culated upow securing this trade, and after dis- 
charging at Manila to take in cargo for Australia. 
At present all goods to and from Manila and 
Australia have four or five days’ extra travelling 
and transhipment via Hongkong though the 
vessels at present running between Australia and 
China pass almost within sight of Manila.” 


Among the Australian papers which regard the 
adverse action of the Australian premiers in re- 
lation to the Anglo. Japanese treaty as premature, 
is the Launceston (Tasmania) Examiner, which 
remarks =" lu Mr. J. Morris’s book ‘ Advance 
Japan "he asserts that the nation is thoroughly 
in earnest in building up trade and commerce, 
but a large foreign trade is not to be made in a 
day or a year. ‘Japan,’ he remarks, ‘will 
shortly become one of the busiest maits in the 
world, and if I mistake not it is by way of Japan 
and through her good offices that Europe and 
America will be able to open up markets on a 
hitherto unprecedented scale in China and Korea,’ 
The latter statement is emphasised by a leading 
Indian journal, which makes it the text for tender- 
ing advice on the wisdom of cultivating a good 
understanding with the new power in the far 
West. The Australian Premiers, however, at their 
late conference, after a superficial discussion, 
decided to have nothing to do with this rising 
nation. Yet there is trade to be done. The late 
Mr. Monckton Synnot spent a large amount of 
tiine and money in trying to introduce Australian 
wool into that country, and only lately we were 
informed on private authority that a Victorian 
firm sent a shipment of several hundred bales 
thither. But if, as Mr. Kingston remarked, 
Australia is to be kept for Australians, then it 
is little use spending money in improving ports 
or subsidising industries, for if that policy is 
to prevail Australia, like Japan of old, will be 
a sealed book to the nations.”” Another ca- 
lonial paper, published near Sydney, says:— 
‘We should not treat with contempt outside 
peoples who evince elements of gteatness—be 
they Chinese or Japanese=for it is within the 
bounds of possibility that the Japanese at any rate, 
with theic sympathy for western civilization, may 
play an important part in the programme which 
is before us.” ‘There can be no question that at 
bottom the Australian people are cordially dispos- 
ed towards Japan, but have uot, so far, been 
enabled to realise the immense changes effected 
during recent years in the politicat, social, and in- 
dustrial life of Japan, 

The veal cry of alarm comes from the north 
of Australia, which seems to be a kind of Aus- 
tralian “ No man’s land.” Alluding to the troubles 
formerly occasioned by unrestricted Chinese im- 
migration, the Northern Territory Times says :— 
“There is grave reason to fear that history is 
about to repeat itself, with the only difference 
that the people will he Japanese instead of Chin- 
ese. Quite 40 of the race are engaged on the 
jetty works, and as laboutets are preferred to 
Chinese. In this connection we ate unable to 
control a desire to ask our members if they are 
not proud of theic ‘where-available’ white la- 
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bour contract, seeing that it is being made use of 
for the purpose of helping to secure the settlement 
of Japanese here, and so make the Kuropean’s 
chance of earning a comfortable living here in- 
finitely more desperate than ever, It goes without 
saying that the Japnese, like the Chinese, will not 
be content with the wages of labour alone. Mer- 
chants and mechanics, tradesmen and dealers of 
all kinds are sure to attend the first signs of 
industrial or commercial activity, and the Kuro- 
pean will be hopelessly cut off. The battle be- 
tween the Japanese and Chinese will be interest- 
ing to watch if the former continue increasing in 
oumbers; but any entertainment which such a 
competition may excite will be severely qualified 
by the knowledge that whichever comes out on 
top Australians will have gained vothing. In 
fact, the Japanese would be more formidable 
opponents than the Chinese. Their morals are 
healthier, their modes of living much cleaner than 
the Chinese, yet they possess the same dogged 
persistency, and the ability to live and work on 
next to nothing per day. It will be a cruel day 
for Australia when her sons and daughters have 
to compete against Japanese for their bread and 
butter. The pinch may not be felt to-day, or to- 
mortow, or next year, or ten years hence; but it 
will reach us in time, if we give these foreigners 
freedom in all things, and when it does many a 
colonist will curse the men who were stupid enough 
not to attempt to stop the Asiatic invasion before 
its fangs held poison enough tohut, * * * * 
It is imperative that restrictive legislation should 
be immediately considered with a view to limiting 
the influx of Japanese to this continent. Their 
rapid increase in North Queensland and their 
apparent designs here are ouly the forecast of what 
may be expected in years to come. The applica- 
tion of judicious preventitives now will prevent 
what will otherwise unquestionably be a future 
brimful of social and industrial discord in its very 
worst form.” 


Alluding to the subject of Austral-Japanese 
commercial relations, the Melbourne Age, of which 
Mr. David Syme, who recently visited Japan, is 
proprietor, says==" Very contradictory views are 
entertained concerning the prospects of develop- 
ing trade between Australia and Japan, The 
sanguine ideas with which some commercial ertis- 
saries returned from a tour of inspection have 
been subjected toa heavy discount: According 
to the British Consul, in any interchange of pros 
ducts Japan is likely to secure the preponderant 
advantage, and will be found much more anxious 
to undersell Australian manufactures than to 
welcome their intrusion into her own markets. 
The Japanese are seized with a desire for com. 
mercial supremacy, and ate prepared to show 
activity and enterprise in the competition. It is 
stated that within a moath or two the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha, a very tich company, will begin sun- 
ning boats to Australia, and are ready to cut down 
freights to alow figure for the purpose of establishe 
ing atcade. With cheap coal and cheap labour, 
and the prospect of a Government subsidy, they 
are confident of running vessels manned by Euro- 
pean labour offthe route. Their aspirations, how- 
ever, go very much further than the absorption of 
the comparatively moderate opportunities which 
Australia affords. They aspire to control the trade 
of the East, and even to assume a supremacy in 
Western markets. Possessing a facility of imita- 
tion, and utilising their advantages of low wages 
and rentals and cheap fuel, they are able to produce 
goods at such tuinous prices that, as far as the 
Eastern trade is concerned, European manu- 
facturers will be entirely out of competition, This 
is no idle phantasy, for already this result is large- 
ly in process of achievement. A fiscal tariff may 
yet be found a necessary protection against the 
rivalry of the East, with its cheap labour of 6d. a 
day of 12 hours.” It need scarcely be added that 
the Age is ultra protectionist in its view. 


The Australian Star, published in Sydney, is 
finding room for a series of articles, professedly 
intended to illustrate the manufacturing progress 
of Japan, but in reality intended to create a pre- 
judice against the foreign trade policy of the 
New South Wales premier. It is doubtful, how- 
ever, whether the anticipated effect will be secured. 
On the other hand, a good impression has been 
produced by the arrival of English papers contain- 
ing a report of the speech by the Japanese Mini- 
ster in London, Count Takaaki Kato, at a civic 
dinner in the British Metropolis. 


—_ 











After the Hongkong Races, horse flesh is cheap, 
remarks the China Mail, but we do not think we 
have touched the price paid the other day at 
Fuochow, when The O’Hooligan was knocked 
down at auction fot $5, with horse-cloih, roller and 
headstall thrown in! The pony is said to be 
sound, atid to have carried a lady. 


Go 


H.B.M. SUPREME COURT,SHANGHAI. 
——_—_———__@—_____. 

Before Sir Nicnotas Hannen, Chief Justice, 

with Mr. Ggo. Jamigson, Captain Winstoe 


of the Spartan and Capt. Street of the Ravenna 
as Assessors. 


Shanghai, May 7th, 1896. 


OWNERS OF THE AMERICAN SHIP “ w.H. MACY”? 
PLAINTIFFS AND APPELLANTS 2. OWNKRS OF 
BRITISH STEAMER “I1SIS,”” DEFKNDANTS AND RE- 
SPONDBNTS; AND THE OWNERS OF THE SS. 
“ISIS,” D&FBNDANTS AND APPRLLANTS, ¥. THE 
OWNERS OF THE ‘'W. H. MACY,” PLAINTIFFS 
AND RESPONDENTS. 


Judgment was delivered in this case as follows : 
—Mr. J.C. Hanson appeared for the owners of 
the Macy, and Messrs. Lowder and Platt for the 
owners of the Jsis. 

This is a cross-appeal from the decision of 
H.B.M. Court, Yokohaina, dated the 13th day of 
January, 1896, in which both ships were found to 
blame in respect of a collisan which occurred be. 
tween them on the morning of the 15th October 
last in Uraga Channel, the entrance to Tokyo 
Bay. The facts of the csse, which are wot at all 
in dispute, are fully set out in the judgment of the 
Court below and need not be tecapitulated here 
farther than is necessary for this judgment, 


Briefly, the position is that the W.H. Macy, which 
is a large sailing ship, sawthe Js#s (a steamer, ap- 
proaching on her starboard how and conceiving it 
was the duty of the steamer to keep clear, she held 
het course. The /ss came on, and in attempting 
to cross the bows of the sailing ship, the collision 
occurred—the bow of the sailing vessel striking 
the port side of the steamer. The excuse for the Js#s 
is that she did not see the green light of the sailing 
vessel until she was within 500 or 600 yards, and 
then she ported her helm and went full speed 
ahead as the best thing to be done under the cir- 
cumstances, 

In the Court below substantially only two ques- 
tions had to be dealt with—the sufficiency of the 
green light of the Macy and the action of the Jsss 
when the Macy's light was first seen. 


The learned judge came to the conclusion that 
the action of the Jsts was wrong in porting her helm 
and going full speed ahead and that he should 
have stopped and reversed in compliance with 
Rule 18. With regard to the Macy’s light it 
appears that the Assessors who sat at the hearing 
advised the Court that the light was properly 
placed in the ship and could not have been ob- 
scured by anything in the cigging. They further 
pronounced the light itself a first class light and 
such as could be seen 3 miles off. So satisfied 
were they on this point that they considered it 
quite unnecessary to try its range by night, and 
the evidence as laid before the Court below no 
doubt pointed to the same conclusion. “ Circum- 
stances, however,” the learned Judge continues, 
‘determined me after I had reserved judgment 
to submit it to this test (that is to try its ange 
by wight) and the assessors having left the 
port I called in the assistance of another steamer 
captain as expert. He tested the light on the 
evening of the 7th inst, and his report upon it is 
as follows.” He then sets out the report, the 
substance of which was that, at two miles, the 
light was not visible at all and at a mile and a 
half it only began to be faintly visible, though 
more clearly with the glasses, 

Upon this report the learned judge came to 
the conclusion that the Macy's light was not up to 
the standard required by the Regulations, and 
upon this ground he held the Macy to blame. 

The principal argument on the appeal before 
us was on this action of the Court below in ordere 
ing a testing of the light and receiving the report 
after the evidence had been concluded and the 
Court had reserved judgment. It is not, however, 
necessary in Our opinion to give any definite find- 
ing on the point, as the Counsel for the steamer 
Isis at an early stage of the case applied to us to 
direct that the light should be now tested by the 
Assessors who are sitting with us in this case. 
On a review of the whole circumstances of the 
case we came lo tlie conclusion that in order to fas 
cillitate the furtherance of justice the most satisfac: 
tory course would be to accede to the application 
for which we conceived we had ample discretion. 
ary power under Rules 158 and 172 of this Court. 
Accordingly, we made an interim order direct- 
ing that the lamp which had been transmitted as 
part of thé record should be tested by the Asses- 
sors—the appellants being at liberty in view of 
the lapse of time since the collision to bave it first 
retiiinmed. The report of the assessors was to the 
following effect :—'* We have made careful ex- 
periment with the light, and we are of opinion 
that it cannot be seen at a greater distance than 
one mile,” 

This report having been communicated to the 


Parties it was next contended by the counsel for 
the Macy that notwithstanding the defect she ought 
not to be held to blame because being an American 
ship the provisions of Art. 419 of the U.S.A, 1894 
as to statutory liability did not apply as the Order 
in Council of 1879 only made the Regulations 
applicable to foreign ships but not the other pro- 
visions which ensue on a breach of the Regulations. 
He further contended that the defect did not in 
fact contribute to the collision because at 500 or 
600 yards distance when the light was seen there 
was ample time for the steamer to have kept out 
of the way and even with no light atall the Afacy 
ought to have been seen in time. 

The first point, however, appears to be entirely 
covered by the cases which were cited in the judg- 
ment of the Court below and which were quoted 
again before us in the argument for the Jsis, parti- 
cularly the Magnet (4 A. & E. p. 417) and Duke 
of Buccleugh (15 P.D. p. 91). In both of these 
cases, a fureign vessel, as the Macy is, was held to 
blame for an insufficiency of light which by 
possibility may have contributed to the colli- 
sion, and we think the same rule must be ap- 
plied here. But further, we are advised by the 
assessors and we agree in their opinion that the 
defect in the Afacy’s light did directly contribute 
to the collision on both grounds, therefore we hold 
the Afacy was to blame. 

We therefore confirm the judgment of the Court 
below and direct that each party bear his own, 
costs and pay one half of the assessors’ fees and of 
the costs here of testing the light.—-Mercury. 























LAUNCH OF THE BATTLESHIP 
“ FUFI.” 
> 

The second of the two first-class battleships now 
being constructed in England was launched on 
3tst March from the yard of the Thames Ironworks 
at Blackwall, She wasnamed the Fujf, or ‘‘ Peer- 
less.” We may, perhaps, commence our account 
of the proceedings by giving some particulars of 
the vessel which has now been consigned to what 
will be her native element for the future. The 
following are therefore the chief dimensions of the 
Fuji, which was designed by Mr. Mackrow, the 
naval architect of the Thames Ironworks, in ac- 
co: dance with tho specification laid down by the 
Japanese naval authoritles:—Length between 
perpendiculars, 374 feet, over all 400 [t.; breadth, 
extreme, 73 ft.; draught of water, 26 [t. 6 in.; dis- 
placemeit, 12,500 tons; horse-power, indicated, 
14,000; speed, 184 knots; armour belt, 18 inches, 
backing, 5 inches; armament—four 12 in. breech- 
loading guns, ten 6 in, breechloading quick-firing 
guns, twenty 3-pr. Hotchkiss guns of 47 mm., four 
2% pr. Hotchkiss guns for the tops, also of 47 mm, 
five 18 in. torpedo tubes, one above water and 
four below. The barbette guns will fire through 
au arc of 240 deg., the forward and after 6 in, 
guns in the battery through 150 deg., or go deg. 
before and 60 deg. abaft the beam; and the mid- 
ship 6 in. guns through 120 deg., or 60 deg. both 
before and abaft the beam. 


This vessel is an improvement on the Admiral 
class of the English Navy, having an additional 
deck forward and alt of the citadel, thus giving 
eight feet more height of free-board, which pre- 
vents the sea coming over the deck, and in addi- 
tion provides excellent quarters for the crew and 
officers well above water. Pethaps she more 
nearly resembles the Royal Sovereign than any 
other class of vessel we have. In addition to the 
18 in, armour belt mentioned above, she has a belt 
of armour extending from the top of the 18 in. belt 
to the main deck 4 in, thick, with a teak backing 
of 2in. This armour protects the vessel from the 
destructive effects of shell fire from machine guns. 
The armour on the barbettes is 14 in. thick, on a 
backing of 5 in. The armour to the casements 
protecting the 6 in, guns is of nickel steel, and is 
6 in. in thickness. The attempt to embody in 
this vessel all the essentials of offensive and de- 
fensive power has been made possible only by the 
decrease of the coal-carrying capacity, as this 
vessel is designed for service near at home in and 
around the “ Empire of the Sunrise,” and not to 
carry the Imperial flag to distant quarters of the 
globe, as required by the naval vessels of the 
British Empire. 

She is built on the bracketed system, and has 
the usual cellular double bottom. The whole of 
the material used in her hull is steel, the stem— 
which is ram-shaped—stern and rudder frames, 
and biackets for propeller shafts are malleable 
steel castings. The rudder is on the balanced 
principle, a form now being adopted in both 
battleships and cruisers. Bilge keels, of about 
half the length of the ship and aft, 6in. wide, are 
fitted to her bottom. The Fujsét is side-armoured 
—with Harveyed steel plates—for 226ft. of her 
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length, the lower or main armour belt being 8ft. 
in depth (3ft. being above and sft. below the 
deep-load water line), 18in. thick at the mid 
length, and 16in. at the ends. Above the main 
armour belt there is a secondary one—for the pro- 
tection of the battery—=7ft. wide and qin. thick, 
slanting off at its ends to meet the armoured sides 
of the barbettes, both belts having a backing of 
teak—to which they are bolted—bringing up the 
thickness of the vessel’s sides at these parts to 
22in. At both ends of the main armour belt a 
screen of 6in, armour runs square across the main 
and lower decks to protect the guns from a raking 
fire. Some 7,300 tons of material were on the 
blocks when launched, including 1,600 tons of 
Harveyed armour, some of which plates weigh 28 
tons, and cost £2,870 each. The armour for the 
hull has been’ made by Messrs. Vickers and Son, 
of Sheffield, and the nickel casemate armour by 
Messrs. William Beardmore and Co. The con- 
struction of the vessel has been under the superin- 
tendence of Captain Takayama, that of the 
engines under Captain Miyabara, that of the 
armament under Lieutenant Kitakoga, while 
Captain Yendo, who is also Naval Attaché to the 
Legation, is the Chief of the Commission. 


There are four principal decks in the ship— 
namely, the upper, main, protective, and lower 
decks. At the level of the top of the main 
armour-belt—whose length includes the whole of 
the machinery space—a flat protective deck of steel, 
2tin, thick, extends across the ship, This deck 
is continued—but at a lower level—to both bow 
and stern, terminating forward ina powerful ram. 
Barbettes of the usual pear-shaped form—in plan 
—are built at each end of the battery, and are 
plated with r4in. steel armour between the main 
and upper decks, and with gin. armour down to 
the protective deck on which they stand. There 
is a conning tower over the rear end of the 
forward barbette, plated with rqgin. Harveyed 
steel armour, and director tower in the same 
position on the after barbette, plated with 3in. 
similar armour. Vertical armoured ammunition 
hoists or shafts, lead from the magazines and 
shell rooms—which are in the lowest parts of the 
ship, forward and aft—up to the interior of the 
barbettes, directly in rear of the breech ends of 
the heavy guns. Passages, which go round the 
whole of the machinery space at the lower deck 
level, connect the two main ammunition hoists, 
and having the armour-belts and side bunkers 
for protection throughout theic length are made 
the means of serving the 6 in. guns in the battery, 
through separate hoists, with their ammunition, 


In view of the disastrous effects of the shell fire 
from the machine guns as witnessed in the late 
war with China, all wood work is substituted by 
steel and other metals wherever possible. The 
seamen’s mess shelves, and also other fittings, as 
the bulkheads of the saloons and cabins, are all of 
steel and brass. The ship will be fitted with two 
military masts with double fighting tops, and with 
derricks for lifting the boats in and out board. 
Thirteen boats in all will be carried, including two 
vedette torpedo-boats. The whole of the ship will 
be lighted by electricity, and there will be five 
search-lights fitted. 

The propelling machinery of the Fuji is by 
Messrs. Humphrys, Tennant, and Co., of Dept- 
ford, and consists of two sets of three cylinder ver- 
tical triple-expansion engines, driving twin screws. 
They are designed to develop 14,000 indicated 
horse-power on trial, with moderate forced draught 
to the boilers. The design of the engines is one 
of great simplicity, all the working parts being 
very accessible. Everything about them has been 
made in accordance with English Admiralty re- 
quirements, and they are almost identical—except 
in having a longer stroke of piston—with those 
fitting by Messrs. Humphrys and Co. on board 
the Prince George, at Portsmouth. Steam for the 
engines of the ship will be supplied by ten single- 
ended four furnaced boilers, of the ordinary cylin- 
deical marine type. The boilers will be placed in 
four watertight compartments, or boiler-rooms, 
three in each of two boiler-rooms, and two in each 
of the others. The coal carried at the normal load 
draught of the ship is 700 tons, but there is bunker 
capacity provided for 1,200 tons. The average 
thickness of coal (serving as protection to the 
machinery space) in side bunkers is about 10 ft. 
The two main engine rooms in the ship, which 
have each a midship fore and aft watertight bulk- 
head, are divided by a space about g ft. in width, 
which is utilised for engineers’ workshops and en- 
gineers’ and gunners’ store-rooms, &c. 


His Excellency the Japanese Minister, Mr, 
Takaaki Kato, accompanied by Madame Kato 
and her sister, who was to perform the christenIng 
ceremony, journeyed from Westminster upon the 
specially-chartered saloon steamer Queen Elisa- 
beth, which also conveyed to Blackwall a number 
of distinguished guests, including the Danish 


Minister, the Naval Attachés of other Goverue 
ments, Sic William White (Chief Constructor to 
the Navy), Admiral Sir E. R. and Lady Fre- 
Baker 
(President of the Institute of Civil Engineers), 
Mr. J. Wolfe Barry (Engineer of the Tower 
Bridge), Captain Gerard Noel (one of the Civil 
Lords of the Admiralty), Captain Yendo, Captain 
Takayama, Captain Miyabara, Lieutenant Kita- 
toga, Mr. Hayashi (Consul-General), Mr. Shoda, 
Mr. A. G. Angier, Mr. Didsy, 
Professor and Mrs. Anderson, Mr. Arnold For- 
ster, M.P., and others, including a consider- 
The day was, fortunately, 
brilliantly fine, the sun tempering what would, 
otherwise have been a cold wind. On reaching 
Tower Bridge a short stay was made, whilst the 
bascules were worked to afford the visitors an 
opportunity of witnessing the method of opening 
and closing them. Proceeding down the river the 
Queen Efisabeth called at Greenwich Pier, where 
Captain Ingles, R.N., late adviser to the Japanese 
Navy, and other visitors joined the vessel, which 


mantle, Lord Knutsford, Sir Benjamin 


Mr. Ogawa, 


able number of ladies. 


then proceeded to Blackwall. 


On arrival at the yard a gay scene presented it- 
The whole river at Blackwall was en féze, 
and it would not be too much to say that the 
launch of the stately barbette, dressed in holiday 
flags from stem to stern, and flying conspicuously 
the striking red and white colours of Jopany set 
t is 
estimated that 10,000 persons were in the yard 
alone, every available corner being crowded, the 
back leg of the great shears even accommodat- 
The great hull, 
towering on the same slip from which was launch. 
1885, the Sans Paretd in 
1887, and the Blenheim in 1890, and still more 
recently the Theseus, presented a very formidable, 
buligraceful appearance with her coat of gray paint 


self, 


witnessed by many thousands of persons. 


ing some fifty intrepid persons. 


ed the Benbow in 


on the upper part, and red coating below. 


On arrival of the Queen Eitsabeth the Japanese 
Minister and Madame Kato were received by 
Mr. A. FB, Hills, the Managing Director of the 
Thames Ironworks, and the other directors and 
officials of the company, the passage-way being 
lined by the crew of the Okinawa Maru wow 
awaiting the completion of their new cable ship. 
The launch had been fixed for 2 p.m., but it wasa 
little later that the tide served, and the final pre- 
usual on such 
occasions, staging was erected round the vessel, 
and at the head a special canopy was erected 
from whence Mme. Kato performed the ceremony 
of naming the vessel breaking the traditional bottle 


parations had been made. As 


of champagne and cutting the cord which held 
the weights to knock away the dogshores. 


silver in Japanese vepoussé, which, together with 


its sheath, was afterwards presented to the lady 
as a memonto of the occasion, the blade bearing 
The preat 


an inscription recording the event. 
ship herself was dressed with bunting and flying 


the Japanese colours, with the Union Jack at the 


peak, was gatlanded along the bulwarks with 
evergreens. 
ed from the bows, and hanging just above the 
ram, was a red and white melon-shaped lantern 
of large size. All the preliminaries being arrang- 
ed, the great mass of 7,300 tons—the heaviest 
dead-weight which has ever gone down the ways 
in this or any other country=—ssimply waited the 
severing of the cord. 

This being done and the application of some 
pressure from hydraulic rams being supplied, the 
great ship for a moment hung motionless and then 
proceeded gracefully and quietly to her element, 
gathering slight momentum as she passed down 
the ways, being in a minute safely in the water. 
Ringing cheers at the same time went up from the 
concourse of people present. As the vessel started 
down the ways a number of pigeons were released 
from the lantern suspended at her bows, whilst 
pieces of red and white paper fell fluttering to the 
ground—thus perpetuating a pretty Japanese 
custom, which had its origin in a plan to gratify a 
youthful prince not many years ago. The Japa- 
nese anthem, followed by a “ Life on the ocean 
wave,” was played by the band at the same time. 


As the Fuji is the heaviest battleship ever 
launched from any slip either in a public or private 
yard—her weight being 7,300 tons and her length 
over all being about 412 ft.—every detail of the 
launch had to be worked out with the greatest 
care, the responsibilities attending enormously 
increased by the narrowness of the waterway (only 
200 ft.) into which the ship had to be transferred. 
In addition to the great care taken to insure a 
successful putting of the vessel into the water, a 
large expenditure had to be incurred in effecting it. 
The vessel weighing 2,000 tons more on the ways 
than the battleship Vectortous, lately launched for 
the Royal Navy at Chatham, necessitated equally 
as substantial launching ways and cradle. In the 
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The 


wife of the Japanese Minister used a knife, of 


Suspended to a spar, which project- 


case of the Fuji the sliding and ground ways were 
300 ft. and 41o ft. in length respectively, and the 
cradle weighed 280 tons, the ways supporting the 
ship and cradle—or a gross dead weight approach- 
ing 8,000 tons—having been given sufficient sur- 
face to bring the pressure upon them to about 2} 
tons per square foot. The cost alone of the pre- 
parations, for material used and labour attendant 
upon the operation, was £3,500. Immediately after 
hec launch the ust was towed round to the Albert 
Docks, where her machinery will be put on board 
and the vessel completed for sea. 

Succeeding the launch some 400 guests sat down 
to a déjeuner, given by the company, in the mould- 
ing loft, which was presided over by Mr. A. F. 
Hills. Ou entering the long room the first object 
was a handsome model of the Fus#in a glass case, 
replete with every detail as she will be when com- 
pleted. Overhead were placed the painted names 
on the dog-shore blocks which were used on the 
occasion of previous launches of warships, belong- 
ing to this and many foreign nations, from the 
time of the Warrior, the first English ironclad. 
Succeeding the toast of ‘ The paces ” was that of 
“The Emperor of Japan.” ‘This latter afforded 
an opportunity for dwelling upon the great strides 
Japan has taken in adapting herself to Western 
civilisation and progress, and in cordially com- 
mending the friendly relations that exist between 
England and the ‘' Empire of the Sunrise.” 

In giving ‘‘Success to the Fuy#,” with which 
the name of Madame Kato was coupled, Mr. 
Hills said:—The singular smoothness of the 
launch was hailed as a happy augury for the 
future of the new ship, into which much good 
feeling and sentiment had been wrought. He 
was gladto say that during the whole period of 
construction everything had gone on smoothly, 
and no vessel could have been completed under 
happier auspices—On behalf of his ‘ August 
Master,” the Japanese Minister reciprocated the 
friendly sentiments uttered, and expressed a 
hope that the Fujfi would assist his nation in 
pursuing the great work of peace and progress in 
which she is now engaged. He also warmly com- 
plimented the Thames Ironworks and Shipbuild- 
ing Company upon their good work, and upon 
having built the first sea-going ironclad for the 
British Navy (the Warrior). Lord Kuutsford 
gave ‘* The British Navy,” and Captain Gerard 
Noel (one of the Lords of the Admiralty) replied, 
Mr. Hills gave ** The Engineers of the Fufs,” to 
which Mr. Humphreys replied, and after “ The 
Visitors ” had been toasted and replied for by Sir 
E, Fremantle, Captain Yendo, as chief of the © 
Japanese Commission, gave in terms that could 
not have been more hearty, ‘ The Thames Iron- 
works.” Hevspoke of the sustained relations of 
harmony and friendship that had been maintained 
between the Japanese officers and the directors and 
work-people of the Blackwall shipbuilding yard. 

As a souvenir of the day each guest was pre- 
sented with an album, describing, by drawings 
and letterpress, the big ships built in the yard, 
beginning with the Warrior in 1860, and include 
ing men-of-war for Turkey, Spain, Greece, Por- 
tugal, and Germany, as well as the Grafton, Zhe, 
seus, Blenheim, Minotaur, Sans Pareil, and 
Benbow, for our own Navy. 





————— 


LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
——_—__—_______ 
(ReuTsr’s “Japan Mait” SeeciaL Service.) 


London, May 11. 

A court-martial at Havana has sentenced 
to death the crew of the American filibuster 
schooner Competidor. 

President Cleveland has informed Spain 
that if the men are executed without a civil 
trial it will be regarded as an unfriendly act 
towards the United States. Orders have been 
issued for a battalion of troops in Florida to be 
ready for service. 


(“SpgciaL” TsLEGRAM TO THE “ JAPAN MAIL,’’) 


Nagasaki, May 8. 
A coal-passer on board the Pacific Mail 
steamer Peru, having died of plague on Wed- 
nesday, the vessel has been placed in quaran- 
tine at this port for one week. The Peru has 
eight saloon and 94 Chinese passengers on 
board. | 
(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘‘ Japan 


Herald,” the ‘* Japan Gasette,” ant other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, May 7. 
The Italians have relieved the garrison at 





Adigrat. 


‘May 16, 18096.] 


Mr. Cecil Rhodes has resigned his position as 
a Director of the Chartered Company and also 
as a member of the Privy Council. 

Baron de Heyking, formerly Consul-General 
at Cairo, has been appointed German Minister 
to Pekin. 

London, May 7th. 

Severa! States have nominated Mr. McKinley 
asthe republican candidate for the Presidency 
of the United States, and it is expected that he 
will be elected. 

H.E. Li Hung-chang met with a splendid 
reception from the Czar and Czarina. 

London, May 9. 

The Board of Directors of the Chartered 
Company has resolved to defer the acceptance 
of the resignations of Messrs. Rhodes-and Beit, 
but this motion has only been temporarily ap- 
proved by certain Directors, who consider the 
resignations inevitable or will otherwise resign 
themselves, 


Exchange on London at Paris nes ven cceece S507 
Exchange on London at New York ...... 4.80 
(Tel. Trans.) 

London, May 12. 
The Imperial troops proceeding to Matabele- 
land have been stopped at Mafeking. Earl 
Grey, Administrator of Rhodesia, believing that 
the revolt has been suppressed. 


London, May 13. 

China, yielding to Russian pressure, has 
granted a concession to Russia of the foreshore 
at Chefoo wherein British subjects have vested 
interests, The British Government is making 
enquiries into the matter. 

A detachment of artillery including a moun- 
tain battery, has been ordered to the Cape. 


Exchange on London at Paris ,........ 25.164 
Exchange on London at New York .., 4.89 





(From ina “ Dairy Press.’’) 
London, May 1. 

The Shah of Persia, who was shot through 
the heart by a fanatic whilst entering a shrine 
near Teheran, was conveyed to the Palace, 
where he died. 

The result of the One Thousand Guineas is 
as follows :— 


AE Spliaienntes seabeapaeahshedtenskwtsxens enews I 
Fe oe Le en oe Se ay aap eI RRR 2 
NOR Bost. scccvisescis Seobbepeaessssaesberesasecseas 3 


London, May 3. 
Mazaffer-ed-Din Mirza has been proclaimed 
Shah of Persia. 
The whole of the Italian force is advancing 
in three columns with a view of relieving Adigrat. 
















grievances of the Uitlanders. 


generous treatment of Mr. Cecil Rhodes. 


(All Communications to be addressed to the Caras Kotroa.) 


the off-season, 
October. 


every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 


our solvers have observed; but the Chess Editor 
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Paris, April 25. 
The Prince of Bulgaria has arrived, 
Paris, April 26. 
Visits have been exchanged between the 
Prince and President Faure, Brisson, Loubet, 
and Bourgeois. 





(From rue  N.«C. Daity News.”) 
London, May 5. 
Owing tothe famine in Tonkin the French 
Government has abolished the duty on riceim- 
ported from Hongkong until June. 
London, May 6. 
Earl Grey reports from Buluwayo that he 
considers the back of the revolt is broken, and 
that Buluwayo is now as safe as London. 
President Kruger in his speech at the open- 
ing of the Volksraad made no mention of the 


London, May 7. 


The majority of the home papers urge a 











CHESS. 
~}---— --— 





The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for 
and re-opens on Thursday, 1st 


The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 


SoLuTIon or Propiem No. 228. 
WHITE. BLACK. 


I—R to B sq. Ii—-K 10 04 
2—K to B3 2—K to B3 
3—K to O 4 dis. ch., mate 

1—P to g 4 
2—Rto K 2 2—K to BS 


3—R to K 4 dis. ch., mate. 
Correct answers fiom Shogi, 


j.D., W.H.S., 
W.D.C., Kr., and J.W.E. 


ProBiem No. 229. 
This position appears to be faulty, as several of 


being out of town, we regret our inability to re- 
medy it until his return, 


ProBLem No. 230. 
By Cuarzies A, Gfipere. 


BLACK. 


tae 
“i 

y OT, 

Vp, 


YH 
















(d) Common 


(i) If 


K to K 3. (25) Q to B 6 (ch) 
(I) White has : 


played in Prague. 


19--O toR 4 

20—Q to R 6 (ch) 
21—O to Kt 7 
22—B takes P (i) 
23—Kt to O6 
24—O to B 6 (ch.) 


25—O Kt takes B P 


(a) Not nbsolutely necessary, 
B3, to be followed bY KttoBr 
(b) Here again Q Kt 
that the move of P to 
typed fashion, 
bishop. 

(c) As Black could not hope to castle successfully on the king’s 
si 


to B 3 was Black's best. 
Q B 4 must not always be played in stereo- 
in particular when Black has exchanged his king’s 
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19—K to B sq. 
20—K tw K2 
21—QO to K sq. (i) 
22—Kt to O sq. 
23—Q to Bsq. 
24—K to 0 2 


25—Resigus (1) 
He could have played Kt to Q 
’ Let it be noted 


e, the advance on the queen's side was fraught with more 


danger to Black than to White. 

-place judgment would pronounce dead against 

this capture, but the sequel proves that White's boldness justi- 

fied Rself in brilliant fashio 
(e) The line of play which the board suggests for Black was Kt 

to Q 2, followed by K 


tto Bi, 


n. 


f) Lhis move only further weakens Black’s position. 

g) The most fatal move of any. 

h) White has taken clever advantage of his re dap ar pete 
ch) 


Black could not castle on account of (19) Kt to Q 6( 
(20) Kt takes B P, winning the exchange. : 
Q Rto K B 4, (a2) Q to B6 (ch), K to K 1, (23) Kt toQ6 


(ch). 

(ie) An interesting continuation would have been (22) Kt takes 
K P, és) R takes P, K takes R, (24) K to Q 6 (ch), 
K to K 1, (26) R takee Kt &c., 
ave gained a well-deserved victory. They have 
lready three pawns, but there is more to follow. Rlack 

to 


K takes Kt, 


» followed 


plays 


Kt 1, (26) P to B 5, the position then being quite hopeless. 


Game No, 489. 


The following splendid consultation game was 


The players of the White are 
Dr. E. Mazel, J. Rott, and J. Stefanders, Black 
being conducted by Jan Kotre, 
Dr. J. Tesik. 


J. Svejda, and 


KING’S GAMBIT DECLINED. 


WHITE. 
I—Pto K4 
2—PtoK Bg 
3—Ktto KB3 
4—PwB 3 
5—Ptw O04 
6—P takes B 
7—P takes P 
8—K to K 2 
9—B to K3 

10—Kt to O B 3 
11i—P oO R4 
12—Kt to 

13—P takes Kt 
14—K to B2 
I5—=B to Kt 2 
16—Kt takes B 
17—-O toO Ba2 
Bore. P 
19—K to K 2 
20—P toO5 
has toB4 
22—K to K Kt sq. 
23—K to B sq. 
24—R takes R 


25—B to B2 
26—O to B3 
27—PtoKs5 


28—P to K 6ch. 


BLACK. 
Ii—PwK 4 
2—Bto B4 
3—Pt0o O03 
4—-Bto K Kt 5 
5—B takes Kt 
6—P takes QO P 
7—Q to R§ ch. 
8—B to Kt 3 
g—Ktto KB 3 

Io—Kt to K R 4 
11i—PtoOR4 
12—K¢t to Kt 6 ch, 
13—-O takes R 
14— 
I5—PtwoKRq 
16—P takes Kt 
17—P to R 5 (a) 
18—O takes P ch, 
I9—Kt to OB3 
20o—Kt toO Ki 5 
21—O to Ki 6 
22—K to R7 
23--R takes B 
24—O takes P ch. 
25—Kt to O06 
26—K to O 2 
27—R to O B sq. 
28—K to K 2 


A sharp skirmish has occurred near Akasheh, 
in which the Dervishes were repulsed, 


rien 





gies 


(Raom ‘ Le Courrigr ps Saicon.”) 
Paris, April 25. 
The Senate has unanimously voted the credits 
for Madagascar in the belief that Sarrien will 
be asked this evening to forma Cabinet. De- 
monstrations were held last night against the 


Senate. 








WHITR, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


Game No. 488. 
Game played in a Consultation Match between 


Paris, April 26. 
President Faure has asked Sarrien to form a 
Cabinet. Sarrien will reply to-night. 





White resigns. (b) 


(a) The moves of such a game should each be carefull 
studied. If now 18—Qto B8ch, K moves; 19—Q takes R, 
takes P ch. and wins the Queen. 

(b) If Qtakes R, Q to Q 8 ch. and wins at once. 


Game No. 490. 

The following game won the brilliancy prize 
played in the tenth annual tournament of the New 
Jersey Chess Association, between Messrs. J. 
Lissner, of Newa:k, and I. S. Loyd, of Jersey 
City. The notes are by Mr. Hymes, 


Paris, April 27. 
Sarrien refused to form a Cabinet, and the 
President has sent for Méline. 


the St. George’s and the City of London Chess 
Clubs. (Notes from the St. Fames’ Budget). 


Paris, April 28. WHITE, BLACK. 
The following is Méline’s Coalition Cabi- Fn easeaet, loon” 
net :— (St. George). (City). 
Certainties— - to 5 4 aes to K3 
M Eline... sss cecesceseoeeces os Agriculture, 2—F to QO4 2—F toQO4 
Barthou ......ss0eceeeeeeseeeLnterior, 3—Q Ki to B3 3—K Kt to B3 
Hanotaux ,.....eseeeeeeeseeF Oreign Affairs. 4—B to K Kt 5 Bhs a 
Cocher Finance 5-Fiks bowie” hy 
y See eee eee eee pea nee eee . . 6—B takes B 6— takes 
Deschanel .,........,08 008 e COlonies. 7—B to 9 3 7—P to Q R 3 (a) 
Andté Lebon ,,,...,......«<Commerce, 8—O to R5 8—P to O B 4 (b) 
General Bilot ..........0.see War. g—P takes P 9—Kt to O B3 
Probables— 10o—P to Bg 10—Kt takes B P 
DAFA ssiise css caneveass cvacvs [UBTCE, 11—Castles 11—=P to Q Kt 4 (c) 
Admiral Besnard ,........Navy. 12—Kt to B 3 12—Kt to Kt 5 


Vallé eee eee eee set aee nasivennL OONe Works. 


13—B takes R P (d) 
14—Kt to K Kt 5 


13—B to Kt 2 (e) 
14—P to Kt 3 (f) 


Rambaud + nee soe eee eee teducation, : 
see neeeees = 3 5— to Kt 4 15—O to 0 2 (g) 
Paris, April 28. 16—P t0oO R3 16—Kt to B 3 
Deschanel has refused the portfolio of Mini- 17—P to Rtg 17—Kt to R § 


ster for the Colonies ; Lebon will take it. 


iSO Kt to K 4 


Digitized by (Soc gle 


18—KX to K 2 (h) 


RUY LOPEZ. 

WHITE. BLACK, 

J. Lissner. I, S. Loyd. 
1—Piok4 I—PtoK4 
2—Kt to K B3 2—Ki 0 OB 3 
3—-BtoO Kis 3—P 0 03 
4—-PtoO4 4—P takes P 
5—Castles (a) 5—B to Q2 
6—P to O B 3 (b) 6—P takes OQ BP 
7—Kt takes P 7—Kt to K 4 
8—Kt takes Kt ae takes ws 

a ta 2 & Qg—F to 3 
oa takes K P ch. 10— me 2 
11—Q to K Kt 3 (c) 1I—P takes B 
12—KttoO5 12—O tw OB4 
13—Kt to B7 ch. 13—K to O sq. 
14—Kt takes R 14—O to O Bsq. 
1I5—-BtoK3 15—O takes Kt 
16—KC R to 9 <4. 16—P toO Kr 3 
17—Q to K Kt 5 ch. 17—Kt to K B 3 (d) 
18—P toK 5 18—PtoK R3 
19—O toK Rq4 19—P to K Kt 4 
20—B takes K Kt P 20—R to Kt sq. 


21—B takes Kt ch, 
22—P to K Kt 3 
23—R takes B (¢) 


24—O R to O sq. 
25—- ey ch. 


Original from 


21—K to K sq. 
22—R to Kt 5 
23—R takes O 
24—Bto K2 

25—K to B sq. 
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26—K R to Q7 26—K to Kt sq. 
27—R to Q 8 ch. 27—Resigns. 


(a) A decided novelty, and worthy of consideration.: 

(b) Kt takes P would here bring about a well-known varia- 
tion, The text-inove produces an anomaly, the Scotch Gambit 
idea being tacked on to the Spanish attack. 

(c) White here scorns the proffered exchange of Queens, and 
proceeds to tangle up his opponent in truly brilliant style. The 
sacrifice of the Bishop is the inaugural coup of a series of 
master strokes. 

(d) If 17—K to K; 18—R takes B, K takes R; 19—R toQ ch. 
and wins. If 17—P to Bg 2 18—Qto Kt 4, Q moves; s9—R takes 
Bch.ana wins. 

(e) Simply beautiful. From the eleventh move White’s play 
has been of the highest order, and this last bit of ingeouity 
makes the game a gem of the purest water. 


ee 


MAIL STEAMERS. 


—_———_—__—_ . 
THE NKHXT MAIL IS DUS 

Feom America .......0 per P.M. Co. Thursday, May sszst.* 
Brom Europe, via 

Hongkong ......000804 per M. M. Co. Wed’day, May aoth.z 
from Canada, &c....... per C. P.R. Co, Monday, May asth § 
From America ci. per O. & QO. Co. Sunday, May szst J 
From Hongkong .....- per O. & O. Co. Thursday, May azst.4 
Krom Hongkong ...... per C. P. RK. Co. Thursday, May 8th. 
From Hongkong ..... . per P.& O.Co. Sunday, May 3:8t. 


From Europe, via 
Hongkong .....0... per N.D. Lloyd Wed’day, June roth. 


——— 





* City of Peking left San Erancisco on May sth. 3 Calédonien 
(with french mail) left Hongkong on May sath. 4 Empress of 
China left Vancouver on May 11th. | Doric left San Franciaco via 
Honolulu on May ath. 4 Coptic left Hongkong on May 13th. 


THE NEXT MAIL I1KAVKES 
for Enrope, vid Shang- 


Hak ccccaseccscccscconcesser per Mt. M. Co. Sunday, May z7th. 
for AMEFICA .....c.0000 perQ.&O.Co. saturday, May 3rd. 
For Hongkong ......... per P.& UO. Co. Sunday, May egth. 
For Hongkong ......... per #2 R. Co. Monday. May asth. 
for Canada, &c. ..... per G.P.R. Co, Friday, May agin. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per N. BL Co. Friday, May egth. 
For America .....scceeee per FP, M. Co, Sunday, May 31st. 
For Victoria, H.C....... per O. R. & N. Co. Wed’day, June grd. 
For Kurope, vid Hong- 

WOME oocrcecccccecoeneeres per N. 1). tlovd Saturday, June 23th. 








LATEST SHIPPING. 
ea ee eae 
ARRIVALS. 

Hertha, German steamer, 1,642, F. von Binzer, 
gth May,—Hongkong 2nd May, General. 
Simon, Evers & Co. 

Hyson, British steamer, 2,880, J. S. Hogg, gth 
May,—Glasgow and Liverpool vid ports, 6th 
March, General.—W. M. Strachan & Co. 

Stvathleven, British steamer, 1,588, Moar, gth 
May,—Tacoma, Wash., and Victoria, B.C., 
18th April, Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carl- 
ill & Co. 

Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, roth 
May,—Hongkong vid ports, 2nd May, Mails 
and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Telamon, British steamer, 1,555, Purdy, 11th May, 
—Liverpool and Glasgow vid ports, Kobe roth 
May, General.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Federation, British steamer, 1,386, Juo. Prentice, 
rath May,—Batavia vid ports, 6th April, Gene- 
ral._—M. Raspe. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 
12th May,—San Francisco 25th April, Mails 
and General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Mount Lebanon, British steamer, 1,555, J. McLean, 
12th May,—Portland, Or., and Victoria, B.C., 
via Honolulu 18th April, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Alacrity (4), British despatch-boat, Commander 
De Lisle, 12th May,—Kobe, 11th May. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, Hacrasso- 
witz, 12th May,—Hongkong 7th May, Mails 
and Genecal.—H. Alirens & Co., Nachf. 

Bayard (24), French flagship, Captain Fortin, 13th 

ay,— Kobe, 11th May. 





DEPARTURES. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
gth May,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and Ge- 
neral.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Knight of St. ohn, British steamer, 2,347, A. J. 
Billett, roth May,—Bombay vid ports, General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Glengyle, British steamer, 2,244, McGilvrey, 12th 
May,—Loudon and Antwerp via ports, General. 
—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 13th 
May,—Hongkovg vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 

Strathleven, Britis’ steamer, 1,588, Moar, 13th 
May,—Hongkong vid ports, General.—Dod- 
well, Carlill & Co. 

Mount Lebanon, British steamer, 1,555, ]- McLean, 
13th May,—Hongkong vid ports, General,— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Ceylon, British steamer, 2,734, C. E. Baker, 14th 
May,—London vid ports, General.—P. & O. 

oO. 

Harrow, British steamer, 1,910, R. J. Seager 
Smith, 14th May,—Kobe, Ballast.—Samuel 

woe cg Co, 

ictorta, British steamer, 1,991, J. Panton, 15th 
May,—Victoria, B.C., a fan, Wash., 
Mails and General.-Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 


Google 


r Nas, 2‘80, 





cupied with heavy arrivals, 3 or 4 cargoes having 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per British steamer Victoria, from Hongkong 
vid ports :—Mr. and Mrs. Hunter, Mrs. Potts and 
3 children, Mr. and Mrs. Freet, Mr. and Mis. 
Warner, Mrs. Stone, 2 children and amah, and 
M:. A. C. Watson and servant in cabin ; tg Jap- 
anese and 95 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Gaelsc, from San Francisco : 
—Mr. W. A. Swinnerton, Miss Jettie Lee, Mr. J. 
N. Boyd, and Mr. C. B, Platt in cabin, For 
Hongkong :—Mr. Chew Mun Sang, Mr. Lee 
Hock Ting, and Mr. S. C. Long in cabin. 


DEPARTED. 

Per Biitish steamer Verona, for Hongkong via 
ports:—Mr. O. Richters, Mr. and Mrs. Greene 
and servant, Misses Greene (2), Mr. D. Secoular, 
Mrs. and Miss Sprague, Mr. R. Schmid, Mr. 
Bartolome Homadat, Mr. D. W. Loring, Mr. R. 
Sthewan, Mr. and Mrs. J. Rickett and Misses 
Rickett (4), Mr. Blathwayt, Mr. H. Yoshikawa, 
Mc. and Mis. Shu Wing and child, Mr. ].S. 
Creamer, and Mc. P. Sorhagen in cabin; 3 Chi- 
nese and infant in steerage. 

Per British steamer Gaelic, for Hongkong via 
Nagasaki :—Mr. and Mis. Hecbert Dent and two 
children, Mr. V. Viawsky, and Mr. and Mis. W. 
J. Saunders in cabin, 

Fer British steamer Victoria, for Victoria, B.C., 
and Tacoma, Wash.:—Mr. and Mrs. Freet, Mr. 
and Mrs. Warner, Me. and Mrs. R. Hunter, Mrs. 
W.H. Potts and three children, Rev. and Mis. 
Osborne and Miss Osboine, Mrs. Hickman Cro- 
zier, Messrs. R. W. Hurst, Elmer. S. Dundy, 
Guerin, Wolff, Captain Jaeschke, and De. T. W. 
Tancken in cabin; 98 Chinese and 65 Japanese 
in steerage. 





ee + 





LATEST COMMERKCIAT.. 
—_——_——__—__——~ 


IMPORTS. 


VYarns—Demand is improving for Gassed, and 
prices rising in sympathy with Manchester. 
Ordinary Yarns are also more enquired for aud 


stronger, but Grey Shirtings remain without ani- 


mation, Fancy Cottons and Woollens—Macket 
quiet and unchanged. 


COTTON PlECK GOONS. 


Pek viscer. 
Gisey Shistings—84lb, stb yds. yyinches $2.40 to 2.80 
Grey Shirtings—olh, 38} yds. qsinches 2.70 to 3.25 
U. Cloth—7 tb, 24 yards, z2inches...... “1.70 to 2,00 
Indigo Shirtings~12 yards, gginches,, 1.90 {0 2.40 
Prints—Assorted,24 yards, yoinches,. 200 t3 3.75 
Cotton—Italians and Satteens lack, PER TAKD. 
92 nches 0... 1m ccccee cee cee see seeeee eee, 8.16 80 0.22 
PRU PICA, 
Velvets—iack, 35 yacds,azinches ... 8,00 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inchea,. 0.75 t9 0.90 
TurkeyReds—z.o to 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 
JOTACHES creccesceeee cereesseeeeceseeeeee SO CO 0.65 
Tuckey Reds—2.8 to 3%, 24/25 yards, 
30 inches ..... . 6.90ta 1.90 


Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4fb, 24/25 yards 
32 TOCHES 1... cee cee eee ces eee ene cae san ees 

Turkey Reds—4.8 to 5b, 24/25 yards, 
32 inches ...... : 


*peuiwon 


2.t0 to 2.50 


concsccencesccccces oosscee 2.90 LO 3.50 
WOOL DEENS. 


eB VAKRD, 
Flannel... OO 808 ee soe cee cee eee eee Bee eee OF 888 cae $0.30 tw 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 3ainches best 0.35 to o.4t 


Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
Medium 


2930 to 0.324 
Itatian Cloth, 


40 yards, 32 inches 


Common ccceccccccecec cee ceeceeceeeseees 0.25 10 0.27$ 
Mousseline de l.aine—Crape, a4 yards, 

AN TMCHEB... cee cee ece eee cee eee seeeteees O.N§ lou 22 
Cloths—Pilots, §; @ 5G inches ........, 0.495 00.50 
Cloths—Presidents, 54 @ 56inchen ... 0.60 to 0.65 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ 56 inches ......... 0.40 (9 0.70 
Blanukets—Scariet and Green, 3 to 5th, 

DOT DW 00. ceo cer evens : 0.60 t 0.75 


COTTON YARNS, ren ricul. 
us. 16/24, Singles ...... sssesseoness $37-00 to 38.00 
Nos. 28/32, Singles .....sccsesreeesee, 40.00 0 41,00 
Nos. 38/42, Singles v...scccsereeseesecee 44.00 tO 45.00 
Nos. 32, Doubles wcccccsssceecscseeeeeesreee 4:00 £0 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ...cccsscscsssceesteeeeee 47-5000 49.50 
N08. 2/60, Plait... .cccsececsasceecee cee see eee 
Nos. 2/80, Plait... sesecceesseceeeeees 
Nos, 2/100, Plain .. nieaeanasaerwacers 
Nos, 2/60, Gassed....ssisescceeseessveseee 76.00t0 81.00 
Gassed ....ccsceceeceeeee aeeee ee 92.00 tO 97.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed .........sc.seesse eee ce 105-00 to 125.00 

MICUALS. 

No sales from stock, so we leave quotations 
unchanged, but some contracts are reported for 
autumn delivery. Prices in Tokyo have moved 
up alittle more in almost every line except Wire 
Nails which are still dragging. Dealers are oc- 


Nominal. 





reached port together. 

Per PICUL, 
$3.20 to 3.25 
3.25 (0 3.30 
3.20 to 3.30 
3.50 to 3.70 
4.40 to 4.60 
8.50 to 9.00 


Himt Ware, file... cc. ce eee cee ces vas ees sen cee 
Flat Bars, b imchr i. cee cce ccs cee cence eee tence 
Round and seyuare up to Qincle c.cccee 
fron Plates, AsSOrLE ses cecseccsecee son cvenes 
Sheet Prom vcs cecccececceecensoecccceesencneue 
Galvanized Trom sheets co. cccccccccnne senses 


Wire Nails, assorted wsscsessersree §-§0 t0 5.60 
Vin Plates, per DOK ccocsorecccnssecereseees §.00 (0 5-20 
Pig Iron, No. 8 000 abe Bae Bee 68d ne Ee eee see eee 2.65 to 4.70 










KIROSUNE. 


Market continues firm with an upward tendency 
in prices. 

AMENICAN oee cee ccc cee cee cee coe cee ctecresesssseee $2.20 LO 2.25 

RUSSIAN ooo .cc ccc ccccceete ces ces eeetesetstsesssose 2,95 0 2.20 
SUGAR. 

Brown—Manila and China kinds are steady, 
whilst Formosa is 10 to 15 cents lower, White— 
Java has given way 5 to tocents; Refined quiet 
but steady. 

Pax PICU. 


Hrown Takao .....c....0.00.0 . Nom. $4.30 to 4.40 


Brown Manila ..........6. 0.06.6 4.90 to §.10 
Brown Daitong (New) .......... cessseeeee 3.90 C0 3.95 
Brown Canton o.......ecescee cee cer cen ees 3.80 to 4.80 
White Java and Penang ........:s.0. 6.75 to 6.80 
White Refined 2.2.0.0... cen eee cee ee 6.75 to 9.30 
EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


Nothing fresh to report ; about 450 piculs, prin- 
cipally Filatures, have been settled since last 
report at unchanged prices. 


QUOTATIONS. 


Filatures—Ixtia g'tt, soft2 den,...Nom. $760 to 770 
Filatuces—Extra 13/15, 14/16 den,..Nom. 
Filatures—No. 1, 10/13 dlenters... ssc 740 tO 750 
Filatuces—No. 1, 63/15, 14/16 «dlen,......... 665 to 675 
Filatures—No. 09, 80/14 deniers ........... 710 tO 720 
Filatures—No, 14, 13/16, egiezden, 0... 53§ to 645 
Filatures—No. 2. 10/15 demiers... sesesessee 560 tO 680 
Filatures—No. 2, bgirR deniers ......c0000... 620 to 625 
Re-reels—flo. 0, 04/05, t4/t6 den. ws. 630 
Re-reels—No. 14. 63/16, 94/07 deniers...... 510 to 620 
Re-reela—No. 2, 4/18 deniers ......sc000+00 §80 tO §90 
Re-reels—No, 24, t4/t% demiers ........... £70 tO §75§ 
Re-reela—No. 3, 14/20 dlenioss,,.... Nom. 550 to 560 
Kakedas—lExtea ........cceeeeeeeeeee Nom. 
Kakedas—No. too. .cccseceeteeeeeeeeree Nome 
K akkedas—No. 04 cos cccescceceesessesesceecee «» 685 to 625 
K alkcedas—- NO. 2 ou. cece cee cee cee sesssveseceseees 600 tO GtO 
Katedas—=No,. 26... cc ccc cce csc ceeeen sees ceseeee 590 CO 595 

WASTE SILK. 
Market quiet and unchanged ; settlements 600 

piculs; stock 6,3c0 piculs. 


QUOTATIONS. 





Noshi~Filature, Best ...... ccccccee cee cee ee GEOG 10 
Noshi—Filature, Good .......00...sesceereeeee HOO to 10S 
Noshi—Oshu, Ment... 00... cccssecse ses ceseeecee $90 tO 88S 
Noshi—Oshu, Good occ... ceeeeeeeeseeer ane 105 £0 110 
Noshi—Oshu, Medis ........cccccseceessneee BOO tO 105 
Noshi—Shrinstia, Best wo ....0.- . cee cee eee ~ 
Noshi~—Shinshu, Good ...........6 ee oe 55) tO 65 
Noshi—Bushiut, Best ...........sccesesseeeneee $05 tO 110 
Noshi—Rushiu, Good  .cccccceeeeesesenees 95 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medismr........... scenes QO to gap 
Noshi—Joshu, Good .......00 ce ee cee cee eeeeee 60 to 65 
Noshi—Joshu, Fair ..........06 seseseeee §5 to SIG 
Kibiso—Filature, Best ......ccccsscsssererseee 85 to QO 
Kibiso—Filature, Seconds ...cseccceeee 75 to 80 


TEA. 

A steady daily business at gradually declining 

rates. Supplies are coming in freely, and there is 
a stock of 8,000 piculs in the market. 

QUOTATIONS. 

CHOICESE 00.000 000 seccce ccc csecerccscceccccscsereseees SSE UD 

CHOICE ccciscevsedsceses sctcstovscccorevsnsermsccnses 20: t0 28 


EXCHANGE. 


Rates of exchange have been again marked by 
unusual steadiness, and are firm at the close. 
Sterling—Bank TT. 10. ..0 cee eveeee 2/3 qe tO $ 
Bills on demand... 2/24% to¥ 
4 months’ sight ...2/232to028 
Private 4 months’ sight...2/3to228 
6 months’ sight...2/3} to, 
On Patris-—Batk sight: 2.0... 20000 0002s78$ 109 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight... 2.83 
On Hongkong—Bank sight......cc0008 $°/, d. 
Private 10 days’sight.1} °/, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ......s000. 724 
Private 10 days’ sight... 73% 
On India—Bank sight ......sseccesseeee 189 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 191 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 53}to4 
Private 4 months’ sight 561052 
On Germany—Bank sight 0.65.08 0002+25 106 
Private 4 months’ sight 2.30 
Bar Silver (London)... pee cee vce cee ceecee 317 


24 lo 25 
22 to 23 








eel 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, rith May, 1896. 
Below we append ouc Hongkong Agent’s Cir- 
culac for the week ending 2nd instant :— 


Hongkong, Saturday, 2nd May, 1896. 
A comparatively fair business has been transact 
ed during the week under review, mostly in Banks. 
Fire Insurance stocks, Hongkong, Canton and 
Macaos, Indo-Chinas, Douglasses, Lands, and 
Punjoms, and the market closes fairly steady. 
Bank Shares. Hongkong and Shanghais have 
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suffered a slight decline, but at 186 per cent, prem. 
and 185 percent. prem. a fair number of shares 
have changed hands: also at 199 per cent. prem, 
for 315t August, and finally at 193 per cent. prem. 
for 31st July, the market closing steady at 185 per 
cent. prem. for cash. The London quotation is 
unchanged. Nationals are in demand at $30, but 
there are no shares offering undec $31. Banks of 
China and Japan without business. 

Marine Iusurance Shaces.—Unions have been 
sold at $212} to $215, and more shares are want. 
ed at $2123. China Traders found investing 
buyers at $80, but a few are offeting at that rate. 
North Chinas are on offer at Tls. 220. Yangtzes 
changed hands in small lots at $1524 and $150, 
and are obtainable at the latter cate. Cantons 
remain replected at $200; a bonus of 20 per cent. 
upon contributions of premia for the year 1895 is 
payable on rth inst. Straits are quiet at $284. 

Fire Insurance shares have improved again, 
Hongkongs changing hands at $332} to $337%, 
and Chinas at $93 to $94, the market closing easier 
with sellers at the highest rates, 

Shipping Shares,—A very fair number of trans- 
actions have to he recorded in Hongkong, Canton, 
and Macaos at $33; and $333 for cash, also equi- 
valent rates on time, the market closing strong 
with cash buyers at $332; and equivalent time 
rates, and no sellers under $33$ for cash; a sa'e 
at $34 for 3oth June has been effected. Indo- 
‘Chinas have been done from the north at $66 
cash and locally at $66}, and the market was 
strong with no sellers when the news of the 
loss of the S,S. Onwo off Woosung caused a 
slightly quieter feeling on the part of operators, 
and I hear of sales to the worth effected since at 
$68 for 31st July and $69 for 31st August. For 
cash, shares are in demand at $66 to $663. China 
and Manilas cemain ficm with small sales and 
buyers at $68. Douglasses have been done to a 
very considerable extent at rates sanging between 
$54 and $553 cash, the market closing somewhat 
easier with sellers at $55 to $544. China Matuals 
without business. 

Refineries. —China Sugats have remained neg- 
lected and the rate has diopped to $117 sellers, 
without sales. Luzons have followed suit and are 
obtainable at $65. 

Mining Stocks—Punjoms have been done to a 
very fair extent at rates between $133 and $14 
cash, also at $14} to $14% for 31st May for ordi- 
nary shares, the market closing strong with buyers 
all round at $133 cash, I just hear of cash trans. 
actions at $13%. Preference shares sold at $3 to 
$3.10, and are steady at the latter rate. The daily 
papers of 28th ultimo reprint the Mining Mana- 
ger’s report for the month of March, which report 
reads very hopeful. Charbounages are unchanged. 
New Balmorals have been negotiated at $1.90 
and $1.80, and close weak. Jelebus changed 
hands at $3.60, and are offering at $43. Raubs 
sold at $52, but more shares are on the market. 
Olivers fetched $6 for A and $3 for B shares, and 
close strong with further buyers. 


Docks, Wharves, and Godowns.—Hongkong 
and Whampoa Dock Co.’s shares sold at 181 to 
183 per cent. prem. fur cash, and at equivalent 
rates on time, the market closing quiet but steady 
at 183 per cent. prem. cash. Hongkong and 
Kowloon Wharf and Godown Company’s shares 
sold at $47%, and continue on offer at that, and 
perhaps at $47 per share. New Amoy Docks 
without further sales, but they are steady and 
firmly held. Wanchais sold at $40 and are offering. 


Lands, Hotels, and Buildings,—A rather exten- 
sive business has been put through in Hongkong 
Land Investment and Agency Company’s shares 
at $714, and finally a small lot fetched $72, the 
market closing with buyers at $714, and small 
sellers at $72; most of the purchases have-been for 
bona fide investors. Kowloon Land and Building 
Co.’s shares are quiet with sellers at $20 to $19}, 
and West Points are on offer at $18, without find- 
ing buyers. Hongkong Hotels continue in steady 
demand at $264 to $27 cash, and equivalent rates 
on time, but beyond a small cash sale at $264 I 
have not heard of any transactions. Humphreys 
Estate and Finance Company’s shares have been 
imported from the north at $9.50 to $9.40 and are 
ow offer locally at $9} per share. 

Miscellaneous. —Green Islands are weak at $153 
and Watsons are cather quiet at $13, with small 
sales atthat rate. H.G. Brown & Co.’s shares 
have been fixed at $53 and more shares are wanted, 
Hongkong Electrics are easier, in anticipation of a 
call, and $7 has again been accepted for shares, 
Hongkong Rope Manufacturing Co,’s shares have 
been parted with at $117 and $118, but at latter 
figurethe market is weak. Geo. Fenwick & Co.’s 
shares fetched $254 for a small lot only and shares 
are on offer, Hongkong Ice Co.’s shares sold at 
$107, $108, and $107, and remain firm at the latter 
rate. Tramways sold at $95 and $96 and close 
steady. Bell’s Asbestos are on the market at $8}, 


Ewo Cotton Spinning and Weaving Co.’s shares 
sold inthe North at Tls. go. The last call of Tls. 
25 on the Laon Kung Mow Cotton Spinning and 
Weaving Co,’s shares falling due yesterday, I 
now quote them at par (Ts. 100), this being the 
equivalent of last reported sales in Shanghai. 

Indo-Chinas have been placed locally from 
Hongkong at $69 for 31st July delivery. 

Local stocks continue in demand :—Grands at 
$152.50, Breweries at $174, Iron Works at $150, 
Oriental Hotels at $130, and Club Hotels at $60. 
Sellers offer shares in the last named concern at 
$70 ex dividend. Club Hotel Debentures have 
changed hands al $107 ex accrued interest at which 
rate more Debentures are wanted. 

Yokohama, 13th May, 1896. 

Latest mail advices from Hongkong are dated 
the th iust., from which we learn that the market 
was very quiet, and, in some instances, especially 
in property stocks, rates were very weak owing 
to the plague. 

Banks.—Hongkongs have been sold at 184 per 
cent. premium for cash and at 189 per cent. for 

oth June. Nationals are weak with sellers at 
B 0.60/40; 

Marine Insurances.—-Unions are steady with 
sales at $215; but Cantons, North Chinas, Yang- 
tszes and Tiaders are offering at last quotations. 
Straits are again in favour, business having been 
reported at $28. Shanghai being a buyer, shares 
rose 1n consequence. P 

Fire Stocks are offering at quotations. 

Shipping.—H. C. & M. Steamboats are steady 
with sales at $33.50; Douglasses have changed 
hands at $54.50/54 for cash but are now quieter, 
$55.50 has been paid for shares for May and June 
delivery. Indos are firmer at $66. Sales for July 
have taken place at $66 to $68.50/69: 

Docks, Wharfs and Lands.-H. & W. Docks 
continue steady at 182 per cent. premium; but 
Fenwicks are weak at $25.50/25.25. The weak- 
ness in the latter is merely due to the demise of 
Mr. Fenwick, the Manager of the Company, 
under whose management the business of the Com- 
pany has been very successful. H. & K. Wharfs 
are not in favour at the moment, but higher rates 
are confidently expected. Hongkong Lands have 
strengthened a little, buyers now offering $71.50. 
The plague prevents sales of Kowloon Lands and 
West Points. 

Both Sugar Stocks are very weak and falling. 

Mines.—No crushing news from the Punjom 








Mines having up to the 7th instant arvived, shares 
were quoted nominal at $13.5. Balmorals are 
quiet at $1.80/1.75. Raubs have been sold at $5.75 
to $5.50. 

Local Stocks continue unchanged :—Giand 
Hotels—A few shares can be had at $152.50, and 
Club Hotels at $70 ex dividend. I:on Works are 
wanted at $150, Breweries at $175, Oriental Ho- 
tels at $130. Debentures of all kinds at $107, ex- 
cepting ¥.U. Clubs and Bretts, the latter being 


ow offer at pac. 
Yokoliama, May 14th, 1896. 

Mail advices from Shanghai with dates up to 
the 8th instant report a very limited business and 
no change in quotations. 

S. & H. Wharfs have improved from Tls, 125 to 
Tls. 127 and Taku Tugs from Tls. 110 to Tls. 115; 
whilst Shanghai Tugs have declined from Tls. 200 
to Tls. 197.50; Major Brothers from Tls. 45 to 
Tis. 42, and Shanghai-Lankats from Tls. 730°to 
Tls. 700. 

Forward clearances comprise the following :— 
Indo-Chinas at Tls. 50 for August and from Hong- 
kong at $68 for July, Farnhams at Tis. 210 for 
August; Straits at $32 for December; Perak 
Sugars at Tis. 46.50 for July; and Shanghai- 
Sumatras at Tls. 122.50 for 31st July. 

After summarising the Accounts of the Bank of 
China & Japan, Limited, our Shanghai Agents, 
in refersing to unpaid-up calls in the old concern, 
the greatec part of which is on shares registered 
in the names of Chinese said :— It would appear 
that, according to Chinese customary law, they 
cannot be compelled to pay. But this defence 
will not avail Chinese shaceholders residing in 

unchanged. 


Hongkong.” 

Local stocks continue Grand 
Hotels have been placed to-day at $152.50. 

Yokohama, May 15th, 1896. 

A wire to-day from Hongkong gives the follow- 
ing quotations:—H. & S. Bauks 184 per cent. 
premium Buyers; National Banks $30 Weak ; 
Hongkong Lands $71.50 Buyers; China Fires $94 
Sellers; H. & W. Docks 182 per cent. premium 
Buyers; H.& K. Wharfs $46.50 Sales ; Douglasses 
$54 Sales; H. C. & M. Steamboats $33.75 Sales; 
Punjoms $13.50 Sales; Raubs $6.10 Buyers; Bal- 
morals $2 Steady; Indo-Chinas $66 Buyers; 
Straits $28.75 Sales; Unions $215 Buyers, and 
China Traders $80 Steady. 

No change to report in local stocks. Offers of 
Breweries are wanted locally. 
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Beauty «4 Purity 
Found i»Cuticura 


CUTICURA realizes the greatest of human 
blessings, a skin without Blemish and a Body 
nourished with Pure Blood. 


SPEEDY CURE TREATMENT for every form of Skin, Scalp, and Blood 
Disease, with loss of Hair. — Warm baths with CUTICURA SOAP, 
gentle applications of CUTICURA (ointment), the great skin cure, 
and mild doses of CUTICURA RESOLVENT, the new blood purifier, 

* Bold throughout the world. British depot: F. NEWBERY phe tole Haar de at., London. 


PoTTeR Dave avd CHEMICAL CORPORATION, Sole Proprietors, 


Google 


ton, 
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NOT “MADE IN GERMANY”! 
a\! NSO yy 
» 
THE FINEST 
a ENGLISH MAKE. S 


EAU DE COLOGNE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds. 
UsE ATKINSON'S ONLY, 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 
Label and usual “ Wuite Rose’? Trade Mark, Qf 
all Dealers & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
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CONDENSED 


LKMAID 


BRAND MILK 


mea The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
1 In the process of manufacture nothing but 
f water is removed, nothing but the best 
Al] refined sugar added. 

| Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
Sthe “Milkmaid” Brand, the best for ali 
purposes. 



















London, England. 


SSS au peeeee| Lhe Physician’s Cure 


DINNEFORD S beets 


for Gout, Rheumatio 
» ei Gout and Gravel; the 

5, Bs Bia| Medicine for Infants, 

The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 


Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, males, and the Sick 
Bilious Affections. 


—>- so 


Railway & Tramway Material. 





Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 





Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 











A pollinarts 


“Tue QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 


Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME). 
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


pee: suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 

















“More wholesome than = any 


Sir Samugt Baxer,in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘' I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 
THE TIMES. 


medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In! 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out a 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, pocseating unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,”’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘*! had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothiny 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl! and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that 1 was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “stock.” 


Sold by all Chemisty and.Medicine Vendors the thronghout 
World. May rat, 1890. 


BOARDING HOUSE 


” 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREIBOID & SWIRH, 
YOKOHAMA. 






And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 





; FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
ae . a 
OCK F 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
length of time. 
The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd, 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


* Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 


N ISS H. G. BRITTAN, 2, Bluff, Yokohama. 
willbe happy to receive and accommo- 
date Missionaries and others during their stay 
in Yokohama 
Txrms:—Two Dollars per Day. Reduction 
made for periods of a Week or langer, and to 
Missionaries. 
August gth, 1895. 


To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers 


Printed and Published for the Proprietor at s1, Main Street, Settlement, by James Ettacotr Brate, of No. §8, Bluff 
Yokohama.—Saturpay, May 16, 1896. — ’ 
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Wedkly Wail, 


‘‘FAIS CE QUE DOIS: ADVIENNE QUE POURRA!”? 








NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the JAPAN 
WERKLY Maltt’’ must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANAGER, 
and Cheques be made payableto same; and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EDITOR. 
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BIRTH. 


On 17th instant, at No. 6, Bund, Yokohama, the 
wife of C. G. Bucnanan Duntop of a Daughter. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tue pest is reported to have been’ stamped out 
at Anping. 
THE weather is very cold and inclement for the 
time of year. 
Tue death is reported of the Archduke Carl 
Ludwig of Austro-Hungary. 








A VIOLENT gale has done much damage at 
Shimonoseki, Wakayama, and Kobe, 


—— ee ee 


Tue British Government has formally appealed 
against the acquittal of Major Lothaire. 


Lrevt.-Commanver Apair, of H.M.S. Pigmy, 
committed suicide in his cabin on board that 
vessel on Monday, by shooting himself through 
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the head witha service revolver. A verdict of 


there for the purpose of opening steamship 
suicide whilst of unsound mind was returned. 


communication with Suchow and other newly 
opened ports. 
Hear Majesty's ships Centurion, Edgar, Swift 
and Pigmy are now at Yokohama, as well as 
the French Flagship Bayard and Isly. All 
these ships sent officers and men to Lieut.- 
Commander Adair’s funeral, 





H.1.H. tHe Crown Prince proposes to spend 
the summer at Aomori and Matsushima. 


Tue Willard Opera Company opened a short 
season at the Public Hall on Wednesday. 


Tue inhabitants of Buluwayo and neighbour- 


: . ; : Tus Hottentots of Hereroland, South-west 
hood are returning to their ordinary avocations. 


Africa, have risen in revolt, and the situation is 
stated to be so serious as to necessitate the 
despatch of fresh German troops to suppress 
the insurrection. 


It is said that the Authorities have resolved to 
allow the construction of private railways in 
ormosa, 


1x. Hosur Toru has resigned his seat for the 


first district of Utsunomiya in the Lower House 
of the Diet. 


Kose Spring Regatta was held on two days last 
week. Yokohama Regatta is fixed for to-day and 
Monday. 


Tue Hon. Nosu Oyama, eldest daughter of 
Marquis Oyama, died on the arst., aged twenty 
years. 





Countsss Mutsu returned to Tokyo from Oiso 
to act as hostess at the banquet given to Mr. 
Hoshi, the new Japanese Minister to Wash- 
ington, on the 16th inst. at the official residence 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Count 
Mutsu was too ill to be present. 








AN immense and turbulent meeting of Socialists 
has been held in Paris as a demonstration 
against the action of the Senate in forcing the 
resignation of the Bourgeois Cabinet. Violent 
harangues were delivered by the speakers, and 
the revision of the Constitution was demanded. 





Tue Transvaal Executive has confirmed the 
sentence of banishment on the Reform Com- 
mittee prisoners. 


H.1.H. Princess Kann Cutve-xo gave birth to 
a daughter on the 13th inst. The baby has been 
named Yuki-ko. 


Tue Japanese naval officers propose to give 
a big banquet to the Commander-in-Chief of 
the British Squadron in the East. 


Tue O. & O. steamer Copéic arrived at Naga- 
saki on May 17th from Hongkong with a case 
of plague on board. The patient, a Chinaman, 





died at3 p.m. There are 33 European and 
530 Chinese passengers on board the Coptic. 

Tue gold and silearanice-at Salsas TREATIES now remain unrevised with France, 
and the Osaka Smelting Works, 
the Household, are to be sold afte 


d Ikano, 
belonging to 


all Portugal, Spain, and Hawaii, but the revision of 


the ‘Treaties with France and Austria will 
shortly be accomplished, and those of other 
countries will be concluded before the end of 
this year, 


Count Itacax1, Home Minister, gave a ban- 
quet to all the Local Governors now in Tokyo, 
at the Imperial Hotel on the 16th inst. 

——_—_— Tue following are the returns of the Govern- 
ment Raikways for the ten days ended the roth 
inst.:—-Shimbashi-Kobe and branches, 671,262 
passengers and yen 188,507 receipts, 19,786 
tons freight and yen 3 6,657 receipts ; Takasaki- 
Naoyetsu line, 61,967 passengers and yen 18,898 
receipts 4,451 tons freight and yen 8,431 re- 
ceipts ; Aomori-Hiromaye line, 10,308 passen- 
gers and yen 1,750 receipts, 490 tons freight 
and yen 360 receipts; total, 743,537 passen- 
gers and yen 209,155 receipts, 24,727 tons 
freight and yen 45,448 receipts, 


Her Mayxsty's Minister, Sir ERNEST SaTow, 
gives a Garden Party at the Legation to-day in 
honour of Her Majesty's Birthday. 


A SAILoR on board the British steamer Saint 
Ronald fell dead on the deck from heart 
disease during the middle watch on Friday. 


Mapame Sannomtya and Miss Kagawa met with 
a serious accident while returning from the 
Palace on Monday, their carriage being over- 
turned, 


HE departure of Mr. Hoshi Toru, Japanese 
Representative at Washington, fixed for the 
23rd inst. by the steamer Copéic, has been 
postponed. 





Tue Import trade is much about the same as 
last reported. The Textile business does not 
improve, and Shirtings, Fancy Cottons, and 
Woollens are almost entirely neglected. Yarns 
have been moved to some extent, best ordinary 
Singles bringing rather more money. There is 
a better business in Metals—that is in certain 
lines, There have been fair sales of Bar and 
Galvanised Iron, and Sheets and Plates are 
getting scarce. On the other hand, there is a full 
supply of Pig with next to no demand, only a 
small business in Nails, and nothing doing. in 
Tin Plates. The Kerosene trade is dull. There 
has not been much done in Sugar, and the 
market is quiet and easy. The Silk trade is 
quiet, with but littl passing, though holders 
make small concessions. In Waste Silk 
prices are firm for desirable parcels, and the 
stock is down to 6,000 piculs. There is a brisk 
business in Tea, and the purchases of the week 
total 25,000 piculs. The quality continues good, 
and Fine to Choice, not being in large supply, 
have commanded more money. Medium to 
Common grade leaf is plentiful, and a large 
quantity has moved off. Exchange has been 
remarkably steady, and another week closes 
without any alteration in rates, 


Tue Local Governors, now in Tokyo, gave an 
entertainment to Count Itagaki, Minister of 
Home Affairs, on the roth inst. at the Kyo kan 
in Shiba Park. 


It is stated that the Government will confer 
upon Count Itagaki, Minister of Home Affairs, 
the First Class Order of Merit and the Grand 
Cordon of the Rising Sun. 








ForMaL representations have been addressed to 
France regarding British treaty rights in Mada- 
gascar, but up to the present no reply has been 
received from the French Government. 





One Army Division is to be established at 
Kanazawa, and the authorities have decided to 
purchase 280,000 /subo (one fsubo=6 ft. sq.) 
of ground at Nomura, for barracks. 


Mr. Mryaxe Yensaxuro, a Japanese resident 
at Shanghai, lately applied to the Taotai for 
permission to establish a steamship company 


Google 


was taken to the Quarantine Station, where he 


beak 


as 


Austria, the Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, : 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
—____ 

The question of the sale of the Imperial 
estates in Sado, Ikuno, and Osaka remained a 
prominent topic of discussion during the week. 
The Nichi Nichi has made good its promise by 
publishing two documents relating to the sub- 
ject, one submitted by the Minister of the Im- 
perial Household to the Emperor; the other 
submitted to the Minister by three experts of the 
Imperial Estates Bureau. As may be seen from 
an abstract given elsewhere in our columns, the 
trend of the two documents is diametrically 
opposite. 


* * 

What the 77f has to say on this vexed ques- 
tion is worth reproduction. Our contemporary 
observes that there is no necessity forthe Court 
to own private property. The sentiment of 
loyalty, deeply and indelibly planted in the 
bosoms of the people, remains to-day as 
powerful as it ever was. Every true Japan- 
ese holds that the land is the sovereign’s 
that the people are his subjects. Therefore, 
should there occur any necessity to augment the 
Court’s appropriation, which now stands at three 
million yen, the nation and its representatives 
in the Diet will be always ready to vote an 
increment of two, three, or four millions. The 
Fiji doubts whether the possession of private 
estates by the Court would not rather tend to 
impair its dignity and sacrosanctity in popular 
eyes, especially such estates as mines or work- 
shops. From the very nature of such enterprises 
they must be pursued with a unique view to 
profit, a proceeding that involves competition 
with the people. Nor is the possession of 
forests or fields much more commendable, since 
to preserve them by the aid of keepers leads, in 
all probability, to the apprehension and punish- 
ment of ignorant people. Therefore, the 76/7 
concludes that the Court had better divest 
itself of all its private estates, whether mines, 
forts, or factories, trusting wholly for its main- 
tenance to the loyalty of its faithful subjects. 
The relation between the two in Japan is entirely 
distinct from that existing in any other country 
in the world. 


Sapinmerdmenpasisian is a theme on which 
both the ¥:7f and the Kokumin write. The 
former desires to divest the attention of the 
Japanese people from the Korean. problem, 
now absorbing them, to the South Sea. It de- 
nounces all notion of occupying that worn out 
Kingdom, alleging that any such a step would 
be a losing transaction, and that Japan can not 
afford to indulge in vainglorious sentiment by an- 
nexing foreign territory that must prove a drain 
on her Treasury. Granted then that the Japan- 
ese people should confine their relations with 
Korea to matters of commerce, they must not 
forget that there are many other districts be- 
the sides peninsula whose resources they ought 
to develop in the interests of the empire. 
This point has especial bearing upon the 


_ growth of the country’s industry and com- 


an. 


merce, for the southern islands are greatly 
favoured by nature and abound in products 
not obtainable in Japan. In this context 
the acquisition of the long coveted island of 
Formosa was highly fortunate, for Formosa is 
equalled by few other districts in abundance of 
natural products. Its acquisition must be re- 
garded as preliminary to the farther southward 
expansion of Japan, and to the more extensive 
opening of the South Sea islands. When the 
Fijé speaks of “extensive opening” it refers 
solely to the rich resources of the South Sea. Our 
contemporary is not concerned at all whether 
the places exploited belong to other Powers or 
whether they are independent. It earnesily 
advises the people not to be absorbed in com- 
templating a poor country like Korea, but to 
turn their attention to the far more resourceful 
South Sea Islands. 


The KXokumin offers a similiar suggestion. 
It states that as most of the South Sea Islands 
belong to England, Germany, and Spain, Japan, 


Google 


Count Okuma does not condescend to 
make a political lecture tour. The object of 
this advice is to furnish a competent leader 
for the Progressive Party, with which the 
Count is identified, to the end that a larger 
measure of popular support may be won. The 
chief obstacle to installing the Count in the 
presidential chair of the newly amalgamated 
party is the personal dislike entertained for him 
by the members of the dissolved Constitutional 
Reformist party, supplemented by the fact that 
he was the leader of the Progressionists prior to 
the latter’s absorption into the Shimpo-to. Ali 
there petty objections must be waived if the Re- 
formists are really desirous to set up a powerful 
party and to compete for supremacy on the slage 
of politics. The Shimpo-fo must have a leader, 
and at present only two statesmen, namely, 
Counts Okuma and Matsukata, are regarded by 
the public as eligible forthe post. Mr. Miyake 
eonsiders, however, that circumstances prevent 
Count Matsukata from undertaking the leader- 
ship, and that, consequently, no room for choice 
exists. There are, it is true, some traits.in the 
character of Count Okuma that rather detract 
from his merits as a patty leader, namely his 
lofty air and his propensity to boast, But these 
do not disqualify him. His plain course at 
this juncture is to undertake a political tour, 
for then the public, and ultimately the section 
of the Progressive Party now opposed to him, 
will naturally come to regard him as the leader 
of the Party, and he will be formally nominated 
as such. 


before permitting mixed residence in Formosa, 
must ask those Powers to open up all their 
Southern possessions, so that the Japanese may 
carry on commerce there freely and unrestrict- 
edly. Further, by way of preliminary to close 
and more intimate relations between Japan and 
the South Sea Islands, a Consul-General for the 
whole of the islands must be stationed in Aus- 
tralia, a Consul must be despatched to the 
Philippines, and intercourse with Burmah must 
be placed on a more cordial and firm footing, for 
already there are more than 30 Japanese subjects 
in that small (!) country, which has been for 
some years eager to Cultivate the friendship of 


Japan. 
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The same journal publishes two articles for: 
the purpose of bringing Japan and England into. 
closer relations. One concerns a rapproche- 
ment between the two for the preservation 
of China. It observes that the contemplated 
alliance betwee:; Japan and Russia for a similar 
purpose in Korea is a senseless and purely 
temporarizing measure, entirely inefficacious 
for maintaining tranquillity in the Far East. 
Its outcome will be merely a new development 
of intrigues in changed hands; since it is 
merely a device to disguise real sentiment, and’ 
since it has not a fragment of sincerity. In 
truth the interest of the two powers in Korea 
are naturally antagonistic and irreconcilable. 
Any attempt to reconcile them on Japan’s part 
can have no result except to impair the good- 
will of England towards her. On the other 
hand, England and Japan havea common and in- 
separable interest to preserve China against the 
encroachment of Russia. There is nothing to 
prevent their coming together into a real and 
sincere enfenfe. Russia which, without consult- 
ing England at all, consented to negotiate with 
Japan for the avowed purpose of preserving the 
integrity of Korea, can have no pretext for ob- 
jecting to Japan's negotiating with England on 
the question of China. The other article in 
the same paper is to promote the same end by 
more simple means, namely, the organization of 
mixed social clubs. The Japan-China war has 
brought the foreigners in Japan and the Japan- 
ese into closer intimacy. The former have been 
taught by it to lay aside the airs of arrogance with 
which they previously used to treat the latter, 
while the Japanese have learnt how to assert them- 
selves and have come to regard the foreigners 
living among them with less envy and less fear. 
Is not this a good opportunity to bring the two 
races into more cordial social relations? The 
formation of mixed clubs in Tokyo, Osaka, 
Yokohama, and other places where a foreign 
colony is established would thus seem to be a 
matter calling for immediate attention at this 
juncture, so that resident merchants and mis- 
sionaries and Japanese notables living in the 
vicinity may meet once or twice a month, to 
cement mutual friendship and to pave the way 
for the coming of mixed residence. Among 
the foreign residents in Japan the English, both 
in numbers and influence, occupy the most im- 
portant position, and the creation of a common 
means of recreation would tend above everything, 
to promote friendly relations between resident 
Englishmen and the Japanese, and therefore 
in the long run between England and Japan. 

- : 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


COUNT INOUYE AND THE LATE QUEEN OF KORBA. 
Tue Tokyo Asahi lately reproduced some re- 
marks alleged to have been made in.a speech 
detivered by Count Inouye at Yamaguchi, ia 


light of the characters of the unfortunate Queea 
of Korea and of the Tai Wén-kun. The public, 
says Count Inouye, are greatly misled by. the 
Japanese press in regard to Korean news and 
especially when the characters of the late 
Queen and the Tai W6n-kun are called in ques- 
‘tion, Japanese journalists still think that. al- 
though the Tai W6n-kun is a meddlesame and 
very tiresome old gentleman, he still has the 
welfare of the Court at heart, and is:man worthy 
to be taken into consultation on matters affecting 
reform. As for the late Queen they consider her 
to have been a woman of extraordinary ability 
and shrewdness yet utterly depraved and lacking 
in the first principles of public morality. Both 
estimates, sa y 
vrong. The Queen was undoubtedly a woman 
Oras common type, but she was far from being 
the wicked woman the Japanese imagined 
her. As for the Tai W6n-kan, he is a mans 
steeped ta.the lips in intrigue, treachery, and 
guile, ring a person brought in contact 
with him to be always on his guard lest his ma- 
chinations entangle and involve one. The publi 
also imagined that when he (Count Inouye), 
went to Korea he at once impatiently urged 
upon the Korean Government the necessity of 
prompt reform. Instead of acting in such a 
precipitate manner he assumed the attitude of 
a spectator and chiefly devoted himself to 
mastering the actual condition of affairs in. 
Korea. 
nates, the Asahi explaining a day or so after- 
wards that the continuation was, owing to a 
certain cause, indefinitely postponed. 


* * 

The Osaka Asahé discusses the problem of 
harbour reconstruction at that place, but affords 
no interesting information, for it merely con- 
fines itself to stating that it considers the scheme 
of permanent importance, and that the Osaka 
citizens must face the problem with unflinching. 
resolution, but, at the same time, with the ut- 
most caution, for harbour reconstruction: an- 
dertakings in Japan have hitherto proved a 
series of failures, as witness the cases of Niigata, 
Nobiru, and Yokohama. An interesting ques- 
tion in this context, namely, whether it would 
not be more advisable to take up the recon- 
struction of the naturally better, and therefore 
less expensive, harbour at Kobe, is touched by the 
Asahi in a cursory and disappointing manner. 

® 
. * 

Mr. Miyake Yujiro, an essayist and _poli- 

tical writer of note, asks, in the Mifpon, why 


THE FAITH OF THB CHINESR. 
AccorpineG to Hermann Feige (‘ Die Religion 
der Chinesen,” Oestesrreich Monatsschr fur den 
Orient, xxut., 1896, 1), the primitive bel 
of the Chinese has been suppressed by Con- 
fucianism and Buddhism. Chinese religion 
has never had the puerilities, the animal culte, 


Like the Jews, the Chinese had very vague ideas 
of future rewards and punishments and of life 
after death. 
thologi 
The Chinese, like the Jews and ancient Egyp- 


Their ancestor cult had no - 
ive like that of India or Japan, 


which the distinguished statesman threw some 
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Jocutory phrases, proposed lending him one 
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tians, had the philosophic conception that con- 
tinuation of life lies not in the immortality of 


Among the Artoye kind, there are eight special 
highly-prized varieties, known as Sudare (weep- 
ing-plum), Susuri-sudare, Tokiwa-sudare, 
Mishikin (‘‘ Western gold”), Shrbori (twisted 
or gnarled), Hosoka (slender-flowered), Aito- 
tose-umé, and Koten-bat. Of the yaye class, 
the favourites are Sudare-yaye, Susurt-yaye, 
Okina-umé, Fonera, RBeni-susume (‘' Rouge 
Sparrow,” a deep red flower), and Hana-gamarit. 
Nearly all of these fourteen varieties are culti- 
vated for their flowers only, the fruit being 
dwarfed and tasteless. The fruit-bearing trees 
are much less numerous, and among them there 
are eleven popular varieties whose fruit are 
said to possess a delicate flavour all their own. 
ach of these eleven kinds produces single 
flowers only. Their names are, $3-ro-no-tsuhks, 
Mangetsu (‘Full moon”), Zokyd-no-tsuki 
“Eastern moon”), Kaoru-ume (‘‘ Perfumed 
‘Plum '’), Zant-no-uki, Nigatsu-no-uks, Momo- 
chidori, Miyako-tori (:‘ Bird of the Capital ”), 
Inaoi-tori Eyok'ki, Miyuki-no-htkari (‘‘ The 
splendour of Miyuki”—who is the heroine 
of the famous ancient romance, Asagao Nik- 
A Ri), and Sanyo-no-hikart. These are not mere 
local appellations, but are known to floricul- 
turists throughout the Empire. Six of the 
last-named fruit-bearers have, it is said, been 
exported at various times to America, but 
only one variety, the Afomochidor:, has done 
well. It appears to be not so much a question 
or climate as itis of soil, the warm volcanic 
earth of Japan possessing peculiarly favourable 
qualities for flowering trees, but not for fruit- 
producing kinds. 


not persevere with metaphysical problems and 
so did not advance. Confucius appeared at a 
time when the Chinese felt the need ofa reli- 
gion; but the greatest of their religious reform- 
ers was Lao-tseu, who was born about 604 B.c., 
or half a century before Confucius. He intro- 

uced the word Zao, ‘‘ way,” for the idea of 

ivinity, which previously was confused with the 
visible sky (Schang-ti). Tao is the element 
from which every thing comes, and to which 
everything retarns, Lao-tseu also taught that 
the departure of the soul from the body was no 
disaster for us. But he was too vague to be a 
convincing reformer. Confucias was not an 
original thinker like Lao-tseu; he culled what 
he liked from the older writers, and allowed 
people to believe what they chose. When con 
sulted he spoke in an oracular manner, an 
while satisfying no one he offended nobody.— 
Nature. 


TOO CLEVER BY HALF. 
A NaGano contemporary tells a story with a 
decided moral for those inclined to break the 
tenth commandment. In this prefecture lives 
the descendant of a rich and once very power- 
ful family, named Kamiya Gisaburo. But the 
present representative of the old house is very 
poor in consequence of a series of misfortunes 
by which he has lost all the hereditary estate 
atid come down to absolute destitution. One 
heirloom only was left in ‘his hands, a strong 
box, handed down from father to son for several 
centuries. On the box was inscribed in ancient, 
hardly legible, characters, the injunction not to 
open the lid or touch the contents except in 
case of dire ill-luck overtaking the family. It 
was therefore supposed to contain a fund or 
hoard accumulated long ago. Kamiya fancied 
that if he were to open the box he might regain 
much that had been lost; yet as for hundreds 
of years none of his progenitors had laid sacri- 
legious hands on the treasure, he too proposed 
to leave the secret undisclosed. Among Ka- 
miya’s acquaintances there was one wealthy but 
tremendously stingy farmer, who had long had 
an eye to the mysterious box. He invited his 
poverty stricken friend and, with many circum- 


THE ‘‘ NBWCHWANG ”-"‘ONWO” DISASTER. 
Eicut more bodies of natives had been recover- 
ed up to the night of the 3rd inst. by the divers 
at work on the sunken Onwo. Part of the wood 
work structure on the upper deck has been 
removed, and Mr. Morton is still down at the 
wreck using all endeavours to recover more. 
On the 6th, the bodies of Mr. Geo. Davidson, 
late chief engineer of the Onwo; Mr. James 
Allan, late third engineer, and Mr. Robert 
Scott, late pilot of the same vessel, were found. 
The body of Captain Slessar was recovered 
on the 7th instant. The funeral of the late 
Mr. Keats, chief officer of the ill-fated steamer, 
took place at the New Cemetary, says the 
Mercury, when a large concourse of friends 
and sympathisers followed the remains to the 
grave, to pay their last respects to one of the 
oldest, if not Ae oldest, master mariner on the 
China coast. Mr. Keats was well known on 
the Australian, Tasmanian, and New Zealand 
coasts, having been captain for years there in 
the early days. 

f 





hundred yén on the security of the heirloom, the 
money to be repaid in August of last year, the 
rate of interest being low. Kamiya jumped at 
the offer-—this was in 1894—bat when the date 
came he found himself unable to meet his note 
of hand, and honestly informed his creditor of 
this inability, relinquishing at the same time, 
though with great reluctance, his treasured] - oo 
possession. The lender, Kiyemon, affected 
displeasure at not getting his money back in 
kind, but was secretly delighted. On receiving 
the box, he at once took it to a private place 
and examined the contents—to find in it noth- 
ing but a genealogical tree of the Kamiya family 
with many documents proving their descent 
from a princely house! Kiyemon’s wrath was 
great, yet he had only himself to blame. But 
as the days went on he felt sorer and sorer, and 
finally brought a case in the local court against 
Kamiya for the restitution of the amount lent. 
Kamiya was at first arrested—the charge being 
that of having swindled Kiyemon—but his 
innocence was soon established and the suitor 
has now the bald satisfaction of being the laugh. 
ing stock of all Nagano. 


WBARLY CHRISTIANITY IN JAPAN. 

AN interesting fact regarding some Japanese 
Christians who were expelled the country when 
the Tokugawa decided to banish Christianity 
from Japan, recently came to light. Among 
the leading Japanese Christians who left their 
homes for conscience sake and sought refuge 
in other lands, were Takayama Ukon, lord of the 
fief of Takatsuki, in Settsu, and Joan Naito 
(a man bearing a female Christian name), a 
principal retainer of Konishi Ukinaga. They 
left Japan and nothing definite was ever again 
heard of them, except a vague reference ina 
book published by Arai Hakuseki that Takayama 
had found a place of refuge in Luzan. A few 
years ago, however, Mr. Fukumoto Makoto, of 
the Mippon, while travelling in the Phillipine 
Islands, came across an old manuscript in the 
library of a Jesuit Church that gave some in- 
leresting details of the introduction of Christi- 
anity into Japan and the subsequent violent 
stamping out of the new creed. With the help 
of a friendly Spaniard, Mr. Fukumoto had the 
document transcribed and translated. Un- 
fortunately, on his return to Japan, these papers 
ere mislaid, and it was only a few weeks ago 
hat Mr. Fukumoto lighted upon them again.’ 
Among the interesting data given in the old 
Phillipine manuscript are some details of Taka- 
yama Ukon’s wanderings after leaving Japan 
and before setting down in Luzon. It appears 
that he was recognised as the head of the little 


_VARIET. ANBSE ALUMS, 
Forgicners often have occasion to admire the 
odorous, many-coloured, plum-blossoms found 
in Japanese parks and private gardens ; nor does 
it seem strange, after such a sight, that this 
people should cultivate the tree for its flower, 
rather than the fruit. According to recent in- 
vestigations, there are no less than two handred 
distinct varieties of the tree in Japan, some being 
8o varied as to be entitled to new specific no- 
menclature. The ordinary or popular classi- 
fication of the flower is in two great groups, 
Aifoye or single, and yaye or double-flowered. 
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band of proscribed Japanese, and rendered dis- 
tinguished services in the cause of Christianity 
in the Phillipines. His exemplary conduct and 
self-denying mode of life came to the know- 
ledge of the King of Spain, who wished to 
mark his appreciation by appointing Takayama 
Ukon to an important office in the Islands. 
But this he modestly declined to accept, ending 
his days in honourable poverty. revered by all _ 
with whom he had come in contact. It ap- 
pears from these MSS. also, that Mayeda To- , 
shinaga and Kuroda Josui were believers in « 
Christianity, but their faith could not stand - 
against the ordeal of persecution, and they } 
relapsed. 


DEATH OF THE BELGIAN MINISTBR TO CHINA. 

Mons. H. Loumyrr, Belgian Minister to China 
and Siam, died at the Shanghai General Ho- 
spital on the morning of the 7th inst., though 
blood poisoning, the effect of a scratch during 
his passage from Pekin to Tientsin. He arri- 
ved at Shanghai only on the 3rd instant in the 
Kinsing. M. Loumyer was born at Brussels 
43 years ago, his father being a high functionary 
in the Belgian court. His mother was English, 
and through her he boasted descent from Oliver 
Cromwell. His wife is also English and resides 
at Berne, Switzerland, where their only son, a 
boy of 14, is being educated. The deceased 
diplomat graduated at Brussels University where 
he took the degrees of Docteur en Droit, and 
Docteur en Science Politiques et Administra- 
tion, after which he entered the diplomatic 
service, in which he served in Egypt, Turkey, 
Brazil, Mexico, and Switzerland with such dis- 
tinction that he was appointed Chargé d’Af- 
faires at Pekin five years ago, and before he 
was forty was raised to the rank of Minister, 
a rare distinction in a service so necessarily 
limited in numbers as that of Belgium. 


KOBE REGATTA. 

Kose spread its regatta over two days this 
Spring. The weather on Friday, thongh threa- 
tening heavy rain—slight showers falling at 
intervals—allowed of the first day’s programme 
being carried through. The German crew won 
the International Fours, Scotland being second, 
England third, and Ireland last. Summers won 
the Tub Sculls ; /sés, stroked by A. E. Collins, 
the Junior Fours ; Kimbeck and Sorhagen the 
the Senior Pairs; the Club Four beat the Com- 
mittee over the half mile; and Collins again 
stroked a crew to victory in the Scratch Fours. 
Rain fell again on Saturday, but the number of 
spectators showed no diminution on the pre- 
vious day’srecord. The Senior Fours was won 
by Zhistle, Shepherd stroke. Therace between 
Masons of the English and Scotch Con- 
stitutions fell through, owing to the in- 
disposition of the Rev. L. W. Moore, the 
English stroke. Meek and Braess won the final 
heat in the Junior Pairs; Shepherd and Sor- 
hagen the Double Sculls; Kerr’s crew from No. 
git, won the prize presented by the Chinese 
compradores of foreign hongs; and Steffen 
auetas the Leven to victory in the Consolation 

ours, 





THE NEW PHOTOGRAPHY IN A LAW COURT. 


We take the following from Zhe Hospital :— 
‘An interesting and novel case, in which the 
‘X’ rays practically decided the point, was 
tried by Mr. Justice Hawkins and a special 
jury at Nottingham the other day. Miss Ffol- 
liott, a burlesque and comedy actress, while 
carlying oul an engagement ata Nottingham 
theatre early in September last, was the subject 
of an accident. After the first act, having to 
go and change her dress, she fell on the stair- 
case leading to the dressing-room and injured 
her foot. Miss Ffolliott remained in bed for 
nearly a month, and at the end of that time 
was still unable to resume her avocation. 
Then, by the advice of Dr. Frankish, she was 
sent to University College Hospital, where both 
her feet weré photographed by the ‘X’ rays. 
The negatives taken were shown in court, and 
the difference between the two was convincingly 
demonstrated to the judge and jury. There 
was a definite displacement of the cuboid bone 
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of the left foot, which showed at once both the 
nature and the measure of the injury. No 
further argument on the point was needed on 
either side, and the only defence, therefore, was 
a charge of contributory carelessness against 
Miss Ffolliott. Those medical men who are 
accustomed to dealing with ‘accident claims’ 
—and such claims are now very numerous— 
will perceive how great a service the new photo- 
graphy may render to trath and right in difficult 
and doubtful cases. If the whole osseous 
system, including the spine, can be portrayed 
distinctly on the negative, much shameful per- 
jury on the part of a certain class of claimants, 
and many discreditable contradictions among 
medical experts will be avoided. The case is 
a distinct triumph for science, and shows how 
plain factis now furnished with a novel and 
successful means of vindicating itself with un- 
erring certainty against opponents of everyclass.’ 


KOBE AND THE SILK TRADE. 


A DETERMINED effort, it would seem, is to be 
made towards establishing the export of silk 
from Kobe, the sericulturists of the Western 
provinces alleging that they suffer great loss 
and inconvenience through being obliged to 
send their silk to Yokohama. The following 
letter appears in the Kobe papers, having been 
handed to them by the British Consul :— 
Hyogo Kencho, May 9, 1896. 

Sir,—Hitherto the silk industry of Japan has flourished 
only in the Kwanto (or [astern provinces) and, in con- 
sequence, the port to which the sili trade drifts to-day is 
Yokohama, none of it coming to this port. Year by year, 
however, the silk industry has been growing in the Western 
provinces and the number of silk factories has increased, 
with the result that there has been a considerable develop. 
ment in production. [he persons interested in silk, both 
among Japanese and foreigners, are few, and products are 
unavoidably shipped to Yokohama via this port, thus caus- 
ing great loss and inconvenience. eto 

At an influential meeting held lately in this district, it was 
resolved that the authorities should establish from this year 
an office for inspection of silk, and that thus, by open- 
ing a silk market in this port, the important result would 
be attained that all silk produce could be accumulated in 
this market, and the inconvenience hitherto existing would 
be obviated. With the object of rendering silk a staple of 
this port in future, arrangements are being made to discuss 
and decide the question of the silk trade, and it is felt that 
it is essential that all buyers abroad should be notified of 
the action taken. 

Therefore I have the honour to request your kind assist~ 
ance, and beg you will notify to all your countrymen who 
trade in silk in the above sense. 

AKIYAMA JOKYO, 


I have, etc., | 
Acting for the Governor. 
J. J. ENsiz, Esq. 


THE FOURTH DIMENSION. 

THERE are some notices in the English papers 
of contributions to Fourth Dimensional litera- 
ture by Mr. C. Howard Hinton, B.A., formerly 
Headmaster of the Victoria School. Speaking of 
* Stella; and an Unfinished Communication : 
Two Studies in the Unseen,” the Academy says: 
—‘ ‘Stella’ is a charming creation. The invisible 
heroine produces some amusing and dramatic 
situations. An ‘ Unfinished Communication’ is 
even more subtle; it is a fascinating and effec- 
tive little tale.” The Pall Mall Gasette says 
‘“What is the Fourth Dimension? (Ghosts 
Explained)”:—A_ short treatise of admirable 
clearness. Mr. Hinton brings us panting, but 
delighted, to at least a momentary faith in the 
Fourth Dimension, and there opens a vista of 
interesting problems. It exhibits a boldness of 
speculation and a power of conceiving and 
expressing even the inconceivable which rouses 
one’s faculties like a tonic. Of ‘‘ The Persian 
King (Pleasure and Pain),” Mind says:—‘A 
very suggestive and well-written speculation by 
the inheritor of an honoured name.” 





THE SAIGON RICE TRADE. 
HONGKONG papers state that a petition has been 
presented to the Governor of Saigon by the 
French proprietors of rice mills praying for pro- 
tection from the imminent rain with which they 
are threatened by the competition of the Chin- 
ese mills. They suggest an increase of five 
cents per hundred kilogrammes in the export 
duty, with a rebate of ten cents on rice treated 
in French mills. 





NAVAL NEWS. % 
Tre China Atail announces that the Rev. Gace, 
of H.M.S. Zmmortalité, has been appointed 
Church of England Chaplain to H.M.S. Victor 
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Emanuel, and for Hongkong Naval Yard and 
Hospital duties in place of Rev. St. Aidan Bay- 
lee. The Admiralty have given instructions for 
the second-class cruiser Leander (10), 4,300 tons, 
5,000 horse-power, attached to the Medway Re- 
serve, to be thoroughly overhauled and repaired 
for another term of active service. The Leander 
(says the Sfandard), which was built at the 
works of Messrs. Napier and Sons, of Glasgow, 
in 1881, recently returned to England after ten 
consecutive years’ service on the China Station. 
The cost of preparing her for further service is 
£27,289. 


LIGHTHOUSBS IN JAPAN. 

Tux annual issue by the Lighthouse Office of 
the Department of Communications, of their 
valuable ‘‘ List of the Japanese Lighthouses, 
Lightships, Buoys, and Beacons” is to hand, 
being corrected up to January 31st, 1896. In 
addition to a map of Japan showing the posi- 
tion of the various lights and marks, is a tabu- 
lated list of every beacon, giving the fullest 
particulars of bearings, colour, distance visible, 
and manner of construction of these essential 
aids to navigation. The price of the book is 
only 15 ses, and it should be in the chart-room 
of every vessel visiting the treacherous coasts 
and voyaging through the intricate passages of 
the Japanese seas. 


THE ‘' MACDUFF”’ CASE. 

Tue Osaka Marine Court of Inquiry delivered 
its finding on the 8th inst., in the case of the 
stranding of the British steamer Macduff, which 
took place on Dojo-jima, Bitchu Province, 
on the rath of December last, while on her way 
from Moji to Kobe. The ship did not sustain 
any particular damage through the accident, 
but the German pilot named Henry Wilhelm 
Laucht, who was in charge of the steamer, and 
who has a Japanese pilot certificate, was repri- 
manded on the ground that he neglected to pro- 
perly ascertain her position. 


HOMEWARD RETURNING. 

Tue German chartered transport Weimer left 
Nagasaki for home on May r2th with over 7c0 
time-expired men from the German squadron. 
As she left with her rigging and sides lined with 
men, rather a curious musical effect might 
have been heard, says the Nagasaki Express. 
The band of 11.M.S. Jmmortalité was playing 
‘* Home Sweet Home” and “A Life on the Ocean 
Wave” alternately, while the bands of several 
other vessels played different airs all at the same 
time. As the vessel passed the flagship, the 
men in the rigging started throwing their hats 
into the water, a large fleet of sampans pursuing 
and picking them up. 


MISS AEBERSOLD. 
Miss AEBERSOLD, we gather from a private 
letter, is giving descriptive lectures in Swit- 
zerland before schools and institutes, upon 
Japan, and illustrates her remarks with photo- 
graphs, phototypes, Japanese pictures, etc. Her 
first exhibition, she writes, was given at Berne 
in October, the next in Montreux in December 
and January of this year, others at Lausanne in 
February, and at Meudon and Neuchatel in 
March and April. Most appreciative notices of 
her work have appeared in the Gasefte de Lau- 
sanne and the Echo de la Brail. 


NIPPON RACE CLUB. 
A TELEGRAM has been received from Shanghai 
stating that the twelve China ponies ordered by 
the Nippon Race Club have been purchased 
and shipped per Moyune leaving Shanghai to- 
day. By the same steamer a first-class China 
pony has been shipped for account of ten Kobe 
gentlemen, with which they expect to win the 
China Champions at the autumn meeting. We 
should like to see a few really good animals 
imported by members of the Club, the quality 
of China ponies running in Japan having 
steadily deteriorated for some years past. 


DEATH ON THE “ ST. RONALD.” 
Her Maygsty’s Consut at Yokohama, held an 
enquiry at the British Consulate on Monday 
morning into the circumstances attending the 
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death of James Sayers, an A.B. serving on 
board the British steamer Saént Ronald, who 
fell dead on deck during the middle watch on 
Friday night. A verdict of death from natural 
causes—heart disedse—was returned. 


SIR JOHN MILLAIS. 
A TELEGRAM from London that appears in the 
American press, announces that the friends and 
admirers of the great artist, Sir John Millais, 
have been shocked to learn that the disease 
which has affected his health so seriously of late 
has been pronounced cancer of the throat. He 
was unable to make a speech after his elec- 
tion to the presidency of the Royal Academy, 
and the usual dinner was abandoned. The 
disease is attributed by physicians to the inor- 
dinate use of tobacco. His condition, while 
alarming, is also uncertain, since he may live 
ten days or ten months. He is aware of the 
hopelessness of his recovery, and according to © 
his friends, is facing the situation with fortitude 
and cheerfulness. 


SILK IMPORTS TO UNITED STATES. 


The following were the Imports of Raw Silk 
7 oe York and San Francisco during April, 
1896 :-— 











Bis. Lbs. $ Value. 
New Yor k eoececoes eee 445 97,900 377,529 
San Francisco ,..... 567 88,734 240,466 
1,012 186,634 617,995 


Imports of Waste, Noils, and Cocoons in the 
same period were :— 











New York ..cccccecses 248 80,166 42,177 
San Francisco ..ccc 30 812,010 4,661 
278 92,176 46,838 


Imports of Japanese piece goods and hand- 
kerchiefs were :— 


January est to March zsth, 2896. 
Sitk Piece Goods COCCCR eee eeteaeees 55:047 Pcs. 
Silk Handkerchiefs ......cccccess . 116,410 doz. 


CHESS AT HONGKONG. 

Tue Hon. H. E. Pollock has been successful in 
beating Colonel The O’Gorman in the competi- 
tion for the Hongkong Chess Championship Cup. 
Mr. Pollock hada hard fight, but ultimately 
beat his opponent by two games to love. Mr. 
Bischoff challenged the winner for the 21st of 

ay, and this contest will be productive of some 
very interesting play. The Chess Club pro- 
pose to start a problem competition shortly.— 
China Mail. 


THE KOBE CRICKET CLUB. 

Mr. G. C. Pakennam, says the Hiogo News, 
has resigned the Captaincy of the Kobe Cricket 
Club, owing to business pressure. All will 
regret this, but at the same time there is every 
reason to be gratified at the choice of his suc- 
cessor in the person of Mr. F. J. Abbott. The 
opening match of the season takes place on 
Monday, when it is hoped an all-day game will 
be arranged. 


WRECK. 
Tue Dairi Maru, owned by the Koshinsha at 
Tokyo, engaged in the South Sea Islands trade, 
has been totally wrecked on a sunken rock at 
Shinhana, at the south-west point of Mikurajima 
in the province of Izu. The crew were saved. 
The loss is roughly estimated at 12,000 yen.— 
Chronicle. 


COURT MOURNING, 
An extra of the Oficéal Gasette issued on Thurs- 
day announces that mourning will be kept at the 
Palace for six days from the 21st inst. in conse- 
quence of the death of the Archduke Charles 
Louis of Austria. 


H.I.H. PRINCE FUSHIMI. 
Wes learn from the Wichi Michi Shimbun that 
H.1.H. Prince Fushimi arrived at Moscow on 
the roth instant, and was received by the Czar 
and Czarina. 


DEATH OF ARCHDUKE KARL LUDWIG, 
Tre death is announced by Reuter of the 
Archduke Charles Louis (Karl Ludwig), brother 
of the Emperor Francis Joseph of Austro- 
Hungary, and Heir-presumptive to the Throne 
of the Hapsburgs. 


“ prejudices and superstitions. 
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MR. FURUZAWA'S MORAL ESSAFS. 
——_>—___—_- 


ae 
: Some twenty-four out of the hundred. essays 
recent mised by Mr. Fukuzawa have ap- 


peared in print, and have won much populasity 
among the general reading public. These 
essays deal with ethical, moral, domestic, and 
sreligious subjects, and are written in a style that 
Mr. Fukuzawa has made peculiarly his own: 
their charm, unfortunately, is blurred in transla. 
tion, the most sympathetic translator finding it 
impossible to do them fulljustice. Treating the 
quality that comes within the range of the 
phrase, ‘‘ goodness of mind,” Mr. Fukuazawa 
says this sentiment is traceable to an innate 
love of beauty, the human mind, unless ut- 
terly depraved, being predisposed to detest 
all ugly matter and turn toward the beautiful 
in nature, art, and humanity. The love of the 
beautiful is an essential to true goodness. The 
essayist next exhorts his readers to endeavour to 
attain more Closely to the ideal perfection. Man 
is always dissatisfied with the present, he 
says, and hankering after something more 
ideally perfect. From this dissatisfaction 
springs endeavour: endeavour that arouses the 
intellectual as well as the practical in man to 
attain a higher plane of existence or to 
obtain more comfortable surroundings. Con- 
fucius, Baddha, and Jesus Christ are typical 
examples of intellectual men who strove to raise 
mankind from the sloughs in which they found 
it wallowing. Though we are immeasurably 
lower in.the scale of humanity than those great 
seers, every person at the present day who 
wishes to rise above the rut of mere animal ex- 
istence should strive to follow their command- 
ing example. To the great mass of ignorant 
folk, such intellectual striving is out of the 
question : they can only implicitly follow along 
the paths laid down by ancient saints and sages. 
Hence the necessity of religion. The Japanese, 
writes Mr. Fukuzawa, even among the shisoku 
and learned scholars, are not free from super- 
stilious predelictions. Deeply imbued as they 
are with the teachings of Confucius, and still 
tinged to the full with the old feudal principles of 
loyalty to their lords, the Japanese are yet rather 
indifferent to what is understood in the West 
as religion, The casual reader must not there- 
fore infer that they are free from quasi-religious 
On the contrary, 


D lon are steeped to the lips with them, For in- 
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stance, they hold, orrather did hold, that the great 
principle of fidelity towards the Chief of their 
clan, outweighed all considerations of kinship ; 
and in pursuance of this idea they would even 
sacrifice the lives of their children rather than 
allow the interests of their young masters to be 
imperilled. They accepted with gratitude the 
worn-out-garments of their masters, and remnants 
of food from their lords’ table, eveu though in 
respect of intellectual and bodily ability and 
vigour they were their masters’ superior. In- 
deed, in those days, the great daimyo were com- 
monly dotards and imbeciles, having been 
systematically debauched from their childhood 
up. At present the intellectual class of Japan 
are in a state of transition; relieved from the 


'. bondage of feudal traditions their superstitions 


should drop away like withered leaves, and then 
\the task of leading them into the paths of re- 
Rigion should prove ah easy matter, 


Turning to other matters, we find Mr. Fuku- 
zawa rigidly setting his face agaiust free love, 


and advocating monoga In happy phrases 
—many of them ofa acenle personal and retro- 
spective character—he depicts the charm and 
felicity to be obtained only at the fire-side of 
a united home; and then indulges in some 
grave reflections on the strange perversity of 
human nature that will allow this inexhaustible 
fount of bliss to become contaminated or 
eventually turned into a sink of damnation, 
He deplores the fact, and pleads for purer 
morals and higher love in every housebold in 
Japan, whereever the ‘“‘little rift within the 
lute” is beginning to appear. Everything in 
society, he wriles in another essay, is regulated 
on the principle of exchange. Happy home 
life is no exception to the rule. Perfect con- 
fidence invites perfect confidence, sacrifices 


involve sacrifices. How sweet these mutual con- 
fidences and mutual sacrifices are the bachelor 
cannot know: he can only dimly see that the 
married state affords a fund of happiness that 
is beyond comparison with his own single life. 
Then when the little children appear, one by 
one, around the hearthstone, how great is the 
happiness that their presence evokes for father 
and mother alike: their little joys and sorrows 
are shared in by their parents, their failures as 
well as their triumphs, All these things make 
for the mutual bliss ofthe home. And between 
husband and wife the feeling of respect should 
be freely cultivated ; from the first falling away 
of this essential may be traced the beginnings of 
many a domestic tragedy. Yet, if the principle of 
mutual exchange be fully recognised, the danger 
may be avoided and peace will reign again. In 
this manner Mr. Fukuzawa conveys many words 
of homely wisdom : and the success of his essays 
is accordingly well deserved. 





COUNT ITAGARKT’S METHODS. 

arate “eam aes 2 >> -- 

Count Itagaki’s official procedure is naturally 
much watched by the public, especially by the 
Opposition politicans, who hope that his actions 
as Minister of State for Home Affairs will be 
found inconsistent with the theories advocated 
by him when ont of-office. In two respects he 
has already furnished material for severe 
criticism. The first is the suspension of the 
Shimpo; the second, his endorsement of the 
urgency Ordinance imposing restrictions upon 
travel to Korea. Inasmuch as the Liberal 
Party have persistently maintained the ex- 
pediency of wholly depriving the Administra- 
tion of competence to suspend newspapers, 
and inasmuch as the same Party refused, last 
session, to give post-facto approval to an Or- 
dinance in precisely the same sense as that 
recently issued by way of urgency, there certainly 
does seem to be a want of consistency on Count 
Itagaki’s part. But Count Itagaki’s case merely 
adds another item to a long list of similar ex- 
periences in the West, and strengthens the 
conviction that administrative doctrines present 
very different aspects when viewed by the light 
of official responsibility and when looked at 
from the purely abstract point of view. 
Adverse criticism, however, is silenced by some 
of the Count’s doings. Even the Opposition 
journals agree that the publicity courted by 
him is to be applauded. Hitherto, for example, 
much secrecy has been observed with respect to 
the periodical meetings of Local Governors in 
Tokyo, and with respect to the remarks 
addressed to them by the Minister of Home 
Affairs. Bat Count Itagaki has departed 
from the habit of privacy, and caused not only 
his own address, but also his questions to the 
Governors, to be published. It is stated by the 
Fist Shimpo that before taking this step Count 
Itagaki sent his Private Secretary to consult the 
views of the Cabinet, and received for answer 
an assurance that the publication or concealment 
of the procedings at the meetings was entirely 
within the competence of the Minister concern- 
ed. The Count, therefore, had no further 
hesitation. This departure is spoken of by the 
vernacular press as though it were entirely new, 
but such is not the case. When Count Inouye 
was Minister of Home Affairs, his instructions 
to the Governors before a general election were 
published at considerable length in the papers. 








BARON ITO MIYOFI]. 
—_——_ ——_-_ > - -- os 

The Opposition organs persist in asserting 
that Baron Ito Miyoji is about to enter the 
Cabinet as Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Commerce, and that the present holder of 
the portfolio, Viscount Enomoto, will be ap- 
pointed a Privy Councillor, The Pomturi 
Shimbun goes so far as to allege that a definite 
decision in that sense was arrived at by the 
Cabinet on the r2th instant. We do not attach 
much credence to the assertions, though Baron 
Ito’s high qualifications render his elevation toa 
Ministerial post probable enough at any moment. 
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COUNT ITAGAKI AND THE PRE. 
FECTS. 


Parser lei 

A series of meetings of Local Governors has 
been held during the week in Tokyo, being 
opened on the 13th inst. by Count Itagaki, the 
Minister of State for Home Affairs. In his in- 
troductory address, Count Itagaki detailed the 
various matters that come with the scope of a 
Governor's duties, and added that the expan- 
sion of the national resources in the sequel of the 
War greatly added to their responsibilities. It 
was the duty of all Local Governors to discover 
the peculiar needs of their respective localities, 
and to adapt their policy to the varying circum. 
stances of each. For instance: Kyoto, the old 
capital of the Empire, with its wealth of historical 
associations and traditions, its famous temples 
and shrines, in addition to its glorious scenery, 
was peculiarly the pleasure-city of Japan. Its 
geographical position together with its lack of 
transportation facilities rendered it unfit to be- 
come a mercantile centre, but its fine art manu- 
factures, that tended so much to the refinement 
of life, should be studiously cultivated, their 
standard raised, and their diffusion stimulated. 
Osaka, on the other hand, by reason of its 
tiver, sea, and railway advantages, was perfectly 
adapted to become the emporium of Japan, 
where practical every-day manufactures of all 
descriptions could be produced on an ever in- 
creasing scale. So far as Osaka was concern- 
ed the most important questions for the Go- 
vernor to consider were riparian improvement 
and harbour construction. Another point tobe 
carefully remembered was the relation of ruler to 
ruled—the governor and the governed. Japan 
was stil] in its transition stage, the people having 
but recently emerged from the iron-bound op- 
pression of the feudal system into the radically 
different era of personal rights and freedom of 
action. Governors were all too prone to fall into 
one of two errors: either to view with alarm the 
rapid development of free ideas and democratic 
movements among the people; or to regard all 
popular doings with supreme contempt. Neéi- 
ther frame of mind was commendable, as the 
former led to oppression, the latter to the curry- 
ing of favour in the eyes of the masses. Gover- 
nors of Ken were also strongly advised to clearly 
define the limits of official competence in all 
executive affairs, and especially against allowing 
political views to bias their actions, The rights 
of the local executive and the local legisla- 
lure were another matter worthy of attention. 
According to the existing Law, the Local As- 
sembly is not authorized to introduce a motion 
for any new project. This restriction is imposed 
upon an assembly so that it should not under- 
take unjustifiable enterprises, and thus disturb 
local economy. The right of discussion and 
decision is, however, invested in local assemblies, 
and the Local Executive is bound to respect 
their decisions: the right of veto should only be 
resorted to in cases of absolute necessity. The 
Count questioned whether the Governors’ veto 
had not been rather tuo frequently applied, and 
Government measures enforced regardless of 
the opinion of the Legislature. Whenever any 
measure of real importance required to be en- 
acted, Count Itagaki thought it would not be 
difficult to secure its passage provided the 
Local officials took pains to set forth the reasons 
underlying there proposals. 

The opposition to Count Itagaki seems to be 
dying out, even the Méppon acknowledging 
that he is discharging his duties with great 
tact and discrimination. Moreover, his trusted 
subordinate, Mr. Misaki Kamenosuke, the chief 
of the Local Administration Bureau, is arrang- 
ing the affairs of that most important section of 
the Department in such an admirable manner 
that even the Governors that were somewhat 
dissatisfied at his appointment now acquiese in 
its fitness. The fact that Mr. Misaki is an old gra- 
duate of the Imperial University also helps him 
greatly, the majority of high officials in the De- 
partment aud in Local Offices being alumni of 
that institution. Since the removal of Messrs. 
Tsuzuki and Egi, discipline is much better en- 
forced in the Department, and the arbitrary 
behaviour of subordinate officials is consider- 
ably curbed. 
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THE PREMIER AND THE LOCAL 
GOVERNORS. 


_>—-—-— 

The Premier addressed the Assembly of Local 
Governors on the 18th instant. His Excellency’s 
speech lasted about two hours, and was deliver- 
ed with closed doors, even the Minister and 
Vice-Minister of Home Affairs being asked to 
leave the room. None the less, the Vomiur:s 
and the Jvippos profess to have obtained a re- 
port embodying the substanee of the speech 
and their information apparently emanates from 
the same source, the language being identical. 
The Premier greatly regretted, he said, that owing 
to pressure of business, he had not been able to 
meet the Governors on an earlier day. The 
present assembly of Local Governors, he pro- 
ceeded, must be considered of vital importance, 
inasmuch as urgent problems arising in the 
sequel of the recent war had to be discussed. 
Various rumours had been circulated with 
reference to the nomination of the new 
Home Minister, but all exhibited the same 
profound ignorance of the true motive of 
the Government. Attaching due weight to 
the necessity of dealing with the various mea- 
sures indicated by the War, and, moreover, and 
bearing in mind the august wishes of the Em- 
peror, expressed in the opening days of the 
Restoration era, namely, that the affairs of the 
nation must be managed by cdoperation with 
the people, the Government had acted with 
frankness and confidence and resolved to go 
hand in hand with the Liberals. Some seemed 
to entertain an idea that this enfente with the 
Liberals must be attended by more or less 
change in the fundamental policy of the Go- 
vernment, That was an error. The Govern- 
ment remained constant as ever in its views: 
no alteration was to be effected. Thus, the 
Cabinet was not a party Cabinet, nor did it 


menced. Isthe present installment of the war 
indemnity therefore to remain abroad till that 
time arrives? That would be a very injudicious 
step to take, especially if we consider that the 
Government intends to float at home several 
Public Undertakings and Railway Loans, be- 
sides inaugurating severa) other schemes ren- 
dered necessary in the sequel of the War. 
The Fé thinks, judging from the remarks that 
fell from the lips of the Minister of Finance, 
when addressing the Budget Committee in the 
last session of the Diet, that the Government 
has resolved to apply the second installment of 
the Indemnity to the second period of the arma- 
ment expansion programme, but meanwhile 
will utilize the money in some suitable matter. 
Now, aeks the 7#i, what is this suitable man- 
ner? Surely the Treasury will not use the 
money in foreign markets alone? Some of it 
should be transmitted to Japan, where it can 
be turned to most profitable advantage. Indeed, 
it is said that of the £4,110,000 received in 
Berlin, £2,110,000 will be transmitted to Japan 
as quickly as possible, the remainder being de- 
posited in the Bank of England to meet the 
Government’s liabilites in Europe. The ques- 
tion naturally arises, in what manner will the 
Government utilize the money now brought 
to Japan? Inthe Fsfi’s opinion it will be in 
either of the two following ways, each based on 
the hypothesis of advancing the money to the 
Nippon Ginko; first, that the Bank issue fur- 
ther convertible notes which the Government 
will utilize to meet the expenditures incurred by 
the various undertakings now in process of in- 
auguration ; or, second, that when the Public 
Undertakings Loan is issued, the Bank subscribe 
the whole of the loan. 





MR. MAYEDA MASANA ON FfAPAN- 





aim at directly relying upon the aid of aa ESE WOMEN. im 
any political association or making the latter a Y eS yaaa 
its assistant. An enfenfe had been establish- r. Mayeda Masana, whose activity in pro- 


moting improvements in tea culture and trade 
has made him a prominent public figure, spoke, 
on the 13th instant, before the Five-Two Society 
of Kyoto, his subject being Japanese women. 
He declared that the thing which, above all 
others, tended to destroy the credit Japan 
might obtain in the eyes of foreign nations for 
the sake of her arts, her manufactures, or her 
general progress, was the disgrace attending 
the cor abroad. The Five- 
wo Society could not set before itself any 
‘better or more useful purpose than that of res- 
uing these unhappy women from their evil 
ways, and inducing them to enter the path of 
honorable industry. He went on to say that 
henever a foreigner pointed to one of the 
handsome structures serving as houses of ill- 
fame in Japan, and asked what it was, every 
true-hearted Japanese must feel the cold sweat 
of shame burst from his brow. What did they 
A think of the fact that the Russian Imperial Rail- 
ay Council had decided that Japanese women 
should not be allowed to travel by. Russian 
railWayae..- : 

We greatly doubt thé correctness of Mr. 
ayeda’s information, for it is quite incredible 
that the Railway Council of Russia can have 
adopted such a resolution. Railway officials 
have no means of distinguishing one woman 
from another, and the rule referred to by Mr. 
Mayeda would hold against a Japanese lady 
of any rank as well as against a woman of the 
class in question. The notion is quite absurd. 
Besides, Russia, in common with all Western 
countries, has to cast the beam out of her own 
eye before she girds at the mote in another’s, 
We honour Mr. Mayeda’s motives, and quite 
appreciate the fact that to be a successful re- 
former he must be an enthusiast, obeying senti- 
ment rather than hard realities. But, at the 
same time, he ought to remember that Japan is 
not the only country whose women travel ab- 


ed between the Government and the Liberals 
because the views of both coincided. Again, 
some others complained that Count Ita- 
gaki’s name was borne on the roll of the 
Liberal Party. Such a complaint was unrea- 
sonable, for the case must bé regarded as 
precisely similar to that of Marquis Saigo some 
years ago, when he resigned the leadership of 
the National Unionists to enter the Cabinet. 
The Premier was firmly persuaded that the 
Governors must have fully comprehended all 
these points, but he took the opportunity of call- 
ing attention to them. His Excellency conclud- 
ed his speech with the hope that the Prefects 
would discern correctly the motives of the Go- 
vernment, would endeavour to prevent the people 
from being misled, and would strive to further 
the consummation of the important measures 
that presented themselves in the sequel of the 
war, and that demand the heartiest codperation 
between rulers and ruled. 

It will be plain to our readers that the above 
can only be at best a very brief extract from a 
two hours’ speech. The words might very well 
have been uttered by the Premier, but if they 
privacy of the meeting was guarded so carefully 
as the vernacalar press alleges, it is hard to 
understand how journals like the Yomiuri and 
the Vippon can have obtained information. 





THE INDEMNITY: HOW TO DEAL 


WITH I7. 

-_——_——__o—___——_— 

The second installment of the War Indemnity 
(£8,513,138) having been paid by China, the 
Fiji wants to know the Japanese Government’s 
intentions regarding its disposal. It is true that 
two armament expansion programines are in 
course of development, the Diet having ap- 
proved of the spending of 38% million yen. 


t ’ , i < ° e F 
on the, Area and 92,000,020 77m on 16 road in search of a tainted livelihood, and that 


Navy; but these programmes are to be carried : isha oh 
out in first iods. For one evidence ofthe soctat-evit-visible to a 
in first and second periods. The money searcher in a Japanese city, ten thousand force 


now paid into the London and Berlin Banks 
would provide sufficient funds to meet the} themselves upon the attention of every passer- 
by in a Western metropolis. 


expenditares incurred in the second period, but 
several years have yet to elapse ere this is com- 
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CURRENT ZJOPICS. 
anette See meee 

The Nichi Nichi learns that, according to 
estimates made by the authorities, the profit 
from the Sado mine is a little above 54 per cent. ; 
that from the Ikuno mine, above 4.3 per Ccent., 
and that from the Osaka Smelting Establish- 
ment, 74 per cent. To'realize these returns, 
however, a sum of above 30,000 yen must be 
invested in the Sado mine during the next 
fiscal year ; a sum of about 160,000 yen in the 
Ikuno mine, and a sum of about 120,000 yen 
in the Osaka Establishment. Our contemporary 
now declares that if such returns can be con- 
fidently expected from the three cuterprises, the 
authorities had better give up the idea of selling 
them, —— 


We read in the vernacular press that the Go- 
vernment have decided io appoint Mr. Yamano- 
uchi Teiun, ex-Governor of Kagoshima, to be 
Chief of the Iron Foundry, and Messrs. Shimura 
and Hayakawa, Councillors of the Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce, to be managers, 
in addition to their present functions, and that 
the appointments will be announced in a day 
or two. —_——_ 

The Osaka City Assembly have decided tq 
reconstruct the harbour of Osaka at an estimat- 
ed cost of above 14 million yes, one-third of 
which is to be sought from the Central Tiea- 
sury. The work will be started from next fiscal 
year, and will be spread over eight years. Of 
the two-thirds, or ten million yes—speaking in 
round numbers—that have to be provided by 
the City, some 8} millions will be obtained by 
floating a municipal loan redeemable in 36 
years, counting from the year after the com- 


_| pletion of the works, and the remaining sum 


will be taken from the City rates and from rent 
of ground, ——- 


The amount of damages for which the Tokyo 
Municipality are resolved to sue Messrs. Hama- 
no, Amenomiya, Abe, ex-Professor Noro, and 
two others, has been fixed at 992,900 yen, ap- 
proximately. Mr. Amenomiya, who has been 
acquitted on the ground of insufficient evidence 
but whose property was temporarily seized, on 
application by the City Council at the com- 
mencement of the action, has presented a peti- 
tion that the distraint should be removed. The 
City Council, however, have refused to comply. 
In the civil suit against him and the rest, the 
City will be represented by Mr. Masujima, 
barrister-at-law, and two associates, while Mr. 
Amenomniya will be defended by Dr. Okamura 
Teruhiko, who was despatched some time ago to 
England by the Japanese Government in con- 
nexion with the Chrshima-Ravenna case, to- 
gether with two associates. Meanwhile, the 
criminal trial of Mr. Hamano, ex-Professor 
Noro, and the other persons implicated, not 
having yet been concluded, the Tokyo Local 
Court has refused to entertain the civil suit pre- 
ferred against them and Mr. Amenomiya by 
the City Council. 


The report forwarded .from Nagano to the 
Japanese Agricultural Society in Tokyo, says 
that the damage suffered by the mulberry trees 
owing to the frost of the 8th instant, is estimated 
at about 60 per cent. of the total crop of leaves 
in the province, and that the calamity is the 
severest experienced during the past three 
decades. _ 


- The frost that visited the Kyoto district on 
the 5th and 8th instant is estimated to have 
damaged the crop of tea leaves to the extent of 
about 40 per cent.; and the damage done by 
the same frosts to tea and mulberry leaves in 
Hyogo Prefecture is put at about 20 per cent. 


If the following, translated from the Chuo, 
be authentic, it would seem that the iron-works 
enterprise in Japan has received a new impulse. 
Mr. Baba Shimpachi, a Naval architect and 
Director of the Yokosuka Ship-building School, 
while travelling recently through Tochigi Pre- 
fecture, visited an iron mine, covering about 
600,000 ¢subo (500 acres), a lease of which 
had been secured some years ago by Mr. 
Okochi, an official of the Tazuna Colliery Com- 
pany, which has its, head-quarters in that district. 
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On analysing the sample carried back by Mr. 
Baba to Yokosuka it was found that the ore 
contained as much as 65 per cent. of iron, a 
far greater proportion than that of the ores of 
Kamaishi. This mine is situated in Suga- 
gawa village, Nasu District, and has been 
known for many years. At one time, Count 
Kawamura, a Privy Councillor, made a special 
visit to it, bat could not succeed in finding any 
good lode. The mine then remained long 
neglected, so that Mr. Okochi secured the 
transfer of the lease very cheaply. He resolved 
to have more thorough explorations made by a 
competent expert, with the result that an excel- 
lent lode, hitherto unknown, was discovered. 
The Chuo estimates that if the ore contains 50 
per cent. of iron, the total yield from a mine cover- 
ing 600,000 /subo must amount to 9,300,000 
tons, which, at 20 yen per ton, is equivalent to 
186 million yew. That is obviously a wild 
calculation, but even though only a fraction 
of the figures be authenticated, the mine 
must be very valuable. The lessee has ap- 
plied to the Geological Laboratory in the 
Department of Agriculture and Commence for 
an analysis of samples submitted, and has also 
asked that a competent expert be sent to survey 
the mine. 


suffering from depression so great that 75 of 
them have been declared bankrupt. A decline 
in the export trade since last year is the pri- 
mary cause of the trouble, for the prosperity of 
Ashikaga and Kiryu is chiefly based upon 
manufacture of textile fabrics for shipment 
abroad. Lately the weavers devoted themselves 
to producing goods for the home market, but 
with no better result. To temporarily ward off 
financial difficulties, many of them issued che- 
ques, and their inability to redeem them has been 
the proximate cause of theirruin. It is reported 
that many otbers are expected to share the 
same fate. 


A terrible piece of news is reported from 
Niigata Prefecture. The Headmen of the town 
of Jidozo and the village of Awautsu, Nishi- 
Kambara District, both of whom were zealous 
partizans of the Progressive Party (SAimpo-fo) 
were murdered on the evening of the 13th inst., 
the former at about 10 o’clock, and the latter 
about an hour later. It is suspected that party 
enmity was at the root of the outrages. 


We read in the Wich NMichd that, on the roth 
instant, His Majesty sanctioned the sale of the 
Sado and Ikuno mines and the Osaka Smelting 
Works, and our contemporary promises to pub- 
lish the document submitted to His Majesty by 
the Minister of the Imperial Household, as well 
as another submitted by three experts to the 
Minister. 


The latest letters received by Tokyo news- 
papers from their Sdul correspondents declare 
that 3,000 rifles, formerly used by Russian 
troops in Siberia, reached Sdul on the gth inst., 
together with a due proportion of ammunition. 
These weapons and their ammunition have 
ostensibly been lent or sold to the Korean 
Government, but suspicion is entertained that 
they may be really intended for use by Russian 
troops. 

The local insurrections that had died out 
rather from inanition than owing to the Govern- 
ment’s repressive measures, have broken out 
again in various districts of Chung-chhong- 
do and Kang-w6n-do, the alleged motive of 
discontent being the King’s continued stay in 
a Foreign Legation. Mobs mustered at Chhén- 
an and Mok-chhén are reported to number 
about 10,000. 

Reports recentiy circulated in the vernacular 
press that certain Japanese had succeeded in 
obtaining a charter to construct a railway be- 
tween Sodul and Fusan, prove to have been 
premature. We are now told that an applica- 
tion submitted by French capitalists embodies 
a scheme of construction, not between Wiju and. 
Séul, as was previously supposed, but between 
Wiju and Fusan, that is to say, a trunk line 
from one extremity of the Peninsular to the other. 
Hence the Japanese applicants are said be ex- 
periencing considerable difficulty in securing a 
charter. 

A story highly characteristic of Korean poli- 
tics is told by the correspondents. Chhun So- 
hun was appointed, a few weeks ago, to the 
post of Minister of Finance, but without the 
cognizance of that gentleman himself. His 
whereabouts not being clear, messengers have 
been searching for him ever since his nomina- 
tion, in order to hand to him the King’s com. 
mission, of which they are bearers. 


Mr. Hoshi Toru, the new Minister to Ame- 
rica, seems to have changed his mind about his 
seat in the House of Representatives, for we 
read in the Asahz that the Liberals have decid- 
ed to nominate Mr. Nakayama, a trusty follower 
of Mr. Hoshi, as candidate for the constituency 
in Tochigi Prefecture now represented by 
Mr. Hoshi. 


Apparently the Russian Representative in Sdul 
is devoting himself at present to acts of bene- 
volence, for we read in the F4¢ Shimpo that 
he has decided to give alms, to the extent of 
one bale of rice and 10 yen in cash, to each. 
distressed Korean, and that the authorities are 
making investigations as to the number of per- 
sons qualified to be recipients of this liberality, 
in Sdul and Ninsen. We confess that the story 
appears to us exceedingly apocryphal. 


Partly because of the undiminished good-will 
of the Koreans in Phyong-yang, and of the im- 
munity from danger of native insurrection that 
exists in that vicinity, and also because of a 
petition from Japanese merchants for permis- 
sion to resume trade there, the Japanese Mini- 
ster in Soul has authorized his countrymen in 
Korea to proceed to Phyong-yang for mercantile 
purposes, on two conditions, first that they shall 
not act in contravention of the provisions of the 
Treaty between Japan and Korea, and secondly, 
that they shall behave in an orderly manner as 
becoming the subjects of the Japanese Empire. 


The much discussed rumour about a con- 
templated expansion of the scope of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha seems to have been 
definitely settled. We are told by the Fit 
Shimpo that, at the Council of the Directors 
held on the 20th insf., it was decided to raise 
the capital from 8,800,000 yen to 22,000,000 
yen; to increase the European service to two 
sailings a month; to order six more steamers 
for the line; and, lastly, to procure another 
batch of six steamers for regular service to 
America and Australia once every two months. 
The project will be placed before an extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the shareholders 
to be held next month. 


Of the four specially subsidized maritime 
routes, namely, Australia (175,000 yen), Bombay 
(about 100,000 yen), Viadivostock (5,800 ye:7), 
and Korsakoff (5,160 yen), decided in the last 
session of the Diet, the first three are expected 
to be taken by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, and 
the last by a steamship company in Niigata. 


The directors of the Tokiwa Spinning Com- 
pany, an enterprise projected by Osaka capi- 
talists with the view of starting mills in 
Shanghai, have decided to adhere to the 
programme. At the same time they have 
submitted a petition to the Premier, the Mini- 
ster of Foreign Affairs, and the Japan Minister 
in Pekin, praying that the negotiations for the 
conclusion of the new Commercial Treaty 
should be speedily brought to a conclusion, so 
that Japanese industrial enterprise may no 
longer be deterred by the various rumours now 
circulated. 


The Forosu has been overtaken by the Tipu 
in the former's special role of ventilating per- 
sonal scandals. Mr. Kuroiwa, editor of the 
Yorosu, is the victim of an attack by the 
Fiyu that goes very near to capping any- 
thing hitherto achieved by a Japanese journal. 
Yet the assault is only preparatory, as will be 
seen from this translation :—‘ A scoundrel, 
called Kuroiwa Shyuroku. perpetrates, under 
the shelter of the Vorosu Choho, ciimes more 


The Ashikaga weavers are reported to be ‘heinousthan robbery; habitually defrauds others 
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in a way more execrable than intimidation or 
swindling; is impelled by private resentment 
to disturb public morals and peace, and sets 
himself'to persecute respectable citizens through 
the medium of his paper. Specially noteworthy 
in this context is his base and criminal action 
with respect to contributions towards the War 
Fund. On the occasion of the Japan-China 
war, the Porosu appealed to the patriotic sen- 
timents of the public, and called for contribu- 
tions to the War Fund. The sum that 
reached the Office of the Vorosu from a large 
number of contribntors, has never been wholly 
handed over to the Contribution Offices of War 
and the Navy. Kuroiwa basely and criminally 
appropriated several hundred of yen from the 
total. He is, therefore, not a robber of an 
ordinary type, but a robber of the people’s pa- 
triotism. The public, however, while secretly 
cognizant of his conduct, confine themselves 
merely to shuoning and detesting him, and do 
not take any active steps to denounce and punish 
him. Probably they consider him so thorough- 
ly rotten to the core as'to be beyond cure. Un- 
stained and unblemished as the F7yz is, it has 
suffered repeatedly from his venomous pen, so 
that its patience is now exhausted, and it will 
take the trouble to denounce him and to per- 
manently expel him from the domain of the 
press,” The crusade thus proclaimed by the 
Fiyu is to commence on the 26th inst. 


We read in the vernacular press that the 
Authorities have decided to license brothel- 
houses in their new dominion of Formosa. 
Surgeon-General Baron Ishiguro is mentioned 
as one of the most earnest advocates of the 
plan. During the late War, he recommended 
that the troops be permitted to drink saké. From 
a theoretical point of view, he was against the 
practice, for alcohol, while stimulating the 
strength for a brief period, subsequently leaves 


a man weaker and more susceptible to cold andy 


disease than before. But he thought that were 
the troops forbidden to drink, they might take 
to the fan gnose-sesious vice of opium-smoking. 
In the same way the Surgeon-General regards 
the question of licensed prostitutes. Already 
the health of the soldiers in the island is seriously 
threatened, the number of Japanese that ply an 
evil trade without license having greatly in- 
creased since the restrictions on travel to For- 
mosa were removed. Called upon to ch 

between, two evils, the authorities have deter- 
mined to adopt to licensing plan as the lesser. 


The Michi Niché declares that the alleged 


speech of the Premier at the assembly of Local 
Governors, as reported by certain metropolitan 
journals, was a pure fabrication by the Nippon 
News Agency. What happened on that occasion 
at the Home Office was merely a familiar conver- 
sation, and no secrecy of uny sort was observed, 


COUNT MATSUKATA AT KAGO- 


SHIMA. 
——$$—_@-——____— 

Count Matsukata is at present sojourning at 
his native place in Kagoshima, and on the 7th 
inst. he addressed a large assembly of residents. 
He spoke first of the Central Industrial Bank, 
the fountain-head of the Local Industrial Banks. 
The former is an important bank for furnishing 
funds for engineering works of any magnitude, 
and also for providing capital for the Local In- 
dustrial Banks. Ordinary Banks, owing to the 
nature of their business, are not well adapted for 
furnishing funds for works of this kind, which 
require money at low interest for long terms. 
Local Industrial Banks aim to advance money 
on land for industrial enterprises of local im- 
portance, such as the improvement of horse or 
cattle-breeding, reclamation of land, drainage, 
improvement of agricultural or other indastrial 
implements, and so forth. Land already hypo- 
thecated to Banks and duly registered totals over 


300 million yes, the average rate of interest being 
as high as 12 to 20 per cent. 
ment of a local industrial bank in each district, 
or even two where the circumstances of the 
locality justifies their establishment, will therefore 
considerably better the condition of small land 
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owners and will further the development of 
their industries. It is needless to say that strict 
caution should be exercised in advancing 
money to applicants, so that the funds may be 
used to the best advantage. The Count next re- 
ferred to questions of national economics. The 
secret of preserving a nation and of developing 
its resources is to make it richer and stronger. 
He pointed to the distress which Italy, through 
her negligence, is experiencing. The China 
War terminated with glory for Japan, but the 
War of industries and commerce is constantly 
going on. The issue of this war can easily be 
judgéd by referring to the Customs returns, 
When exports lag behind imports, then Japan 
suffers a reverse. Were this state of things to 
continue for any length of time, it would 
be impossible to construct war-vessels or 
develop industry, for these things can not be 
managed on paper alone. The present is the 
age of aggrandizement, and the stronger absorb 
the weaker; Japan has to provide against the 
contingency that any foreign war in which 
she may become involved may not end so 
successfully as did the last. Japan must have 
‘living fortresses,” and quite a number can 
be built now with the money she is to ob- 
tain from China. But ships also require to be 
repaired and maintained in an efficient state, 
and funds are wanted for this purpose: these 
must be provided athome. Therefore, means 
must be taken to ensure the raising of the 
money. The War with China terminated in 
glory for Japan, and the result was entirely 
due to the valour of her fighting men, to whom 
all glory must be given. Not so was the out- 
come of the treaty of peace; for was not Japan 
obliged to return that which she had once ac- 
quired? Better would it have been not to have 
obtained the possession of that territory since it 
was known from the outset that it must be 
retroceded. The relations between Japan and 
Korea date back over 20 centuries, and yet 
how do they stand to-day? ‘‘ The solution will 
be left to you, gentlemen. Indeed, one cannot 
but regard with extreme perturbation the pro- 
spects of peace in the Far East, and the question 
calls for serious reflection. Military affairs are 
properly dealt with by military men, but the 
funds necessary for carrying them out must be 
furnished by the people.” 


MARQUIS 1TO'S ALLEGED SPEECH 


TO THE LOCAL GOVERNORS. 
—___q—_______ 

In a recent issue we translated a very brief 
epitome of a portion of a speech alleged to have 
been delivered by the Minister President of 
State to the Local Governors now assembled in 
Tokyo. The speech was said to have been made 
with closed doors, the greatest care having been 
taken to exclude all but those directly addressed. 
Nevertheless, the Vomiuré Shimbun and the 
Nippon—two most untrustworthy sources under 
any circumstances—professed to have ob- 
tained a report of the speech, and published 
it in identical language. We pointed out, 
while translating the report from the columns 
of these journals, that the hypothesis of their 
having procured a knowledge of the speech, 
under the conditions described by themselves, 
was not tenable. It now turns out that the News 
Agency from which the report was furnished 
derived the account solely from its own imagi- 
nation. Marquis Ito never used such language, 
and care has been taken to deny officially that 
the pretended speech conveyed any correct 
conception of the words addressed by this Ex- 
cellency to the Governors. It is plainly in the 
interest of Opposition organs, like the Vomsuri 
and the Mippon, to attribute to the Premier 
statements capable of being construed in the 
sense that the exfente existing between the Go- 
vernment and the Liberals is, in fact, nothing 
more or less than an unconditional surrender 
on the part of the latter. And it is plain that 
journalists, whose wish is father to the thought, 
are ready to attach absolute credence to these 
putative statements, and even to draw sweeping 
deductions from them. 


I TS 
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MR. HOSHI TORU. 
ie ie —->-— --- - 

From a speech delivered by Mr. Hoshi 
Torw to his constituents in Utsunomiya, we learn 
that he vigorously disclaims the idea of owing 
his appointment as Japanese Representative in 
Washington to his connection with the Liberal 
Party. ‘I consider,” he is reported as having 
said, “that my nomination to the post of a 
Minister Plenipotentiary is not at all due to the 
influence of the Liberal Party, but that itis due 
to myself. Certainly the cdoperation of the 
Liberals with the Government ‘has nothing (to 
do with the matter. I believe that because 
Hoshi Toru is Hoshi Toru, he has been made 
a Minister Plenipotentiary.” That is a pretty 
definite statement of opinion, and we can not 
doubt that it is in a great measure correct. 
Had not Mr. Hoshi been the man he is, his 
connection with the Liberal Party, would as- 
suredly not have procured him such an ap- 
pointment. But it were idle to pretend that he 
would have found such excellent opportunities 
for displaying his talents had he not been one 
of the leaders of a great political association. 
He must himself be perfectly conscious of that. 
We interpret his language, therefore, as an 
unqualified denial that his appointment formed 
a condition of the understanding upon which 
the Government and the Liberals agreed to 
cOoperate. If it were to be assumed that Count 
Itagaki’s entry into the Cabinet. Mr. Hoshi 
Toru’s appointment to be a Minister Pleni- 
potentiary, Mr. Misaki Kamenosuke’s to the 
post of Chief of the Local Administration Bureau, 
and Mr. Kurihara Riyoichi’s to that of Private 
Secretary, were direct conditions of the Liberals’ 
consent to support the Government, we should 
have to acknowledge that the first symptoms of 
the spoils system had made their appearance very 
plainly in Japan. The spoils system flourishes 
everywhere, more or less, but it is the endeavour 
of all civilized Administrattons to reduce it to a 
minimum. 


Mr. Hoshi went on to speak of America in 
the following terms :—‘ The first country that 
showed herself ready to grant usa treaty on 
terms of equality in lieu of the unequal treaty 
that had been in operation since 1865, was the 
United States. Thus that America has showed 
herself eminently friendly to Japan is unques- 
ltionable. It is further undeniable that she has 
always treated us with perfect fairness. It 
will be my duty as Japanese Representative 
in Washington to show to the Americans the 
sentiments entertained by Japan towards them.” 

Mr. Hoshi spoke, finally, of his seat in the 
Diet. He told his constituents that for his own 
part he saw no reason to resign because he had 
heen appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to 
Washington, and that he purposed continuing 
to represent the first electoral! division of Utsu- 
nomiya unless those that had elected him con- 
sidered it advisable that he should make way 
for somebody else. That is certainly a novel 
idea. We have never heard of a prominent 
member of the corps diplomatique occupying 
a seat in parliament while serving abroad. 


—_—_— 





THE OPPOSITION & THE LIBERALS. 
———_—_________- 

The efforts of the Opposition journals to 
make mischief between the leaders of the Libe- 
ral Party and their followers are unceasing. 
Here is an illustration, It was recently report- 
ed that Messrs. Yamada and Matsudaira, Go- 
vernors of Kyoto and Kumamoto respectively, 
being much opposed to the entry of Count 
Itagaki into the Cabinet, resolyed to resign 
should the statement made by him to the as- 
sembly of local Governors prove unsatisfactory. 
In connection with this, the Poméurt Shimbun 
alleges that it sent a representative to ascertain 
Mr. Matsudaira’s views, and obtained from him 
the following expression of opinion :—‘‘ It is a 
mistake to suppose that because Count Itagaki 
bas entered the Cabinet the Liberals have ac- 
quired control of the Administration. Count 
Itagaki is a man that has rendered eminent 
service to the State, and his admission to the 
Cabinet is in accordance with the will of his 


Google 


Sovereign. The Government is a State Go- 
vernment, It pursues an Imperial policy. It 
is a Government opposed to the system of party 
cabinets. The Cabinet has not adopted the 
policy of the Liberals because Count Itagaki 
has entered the Cabinet, neither has it given Its 
approval to the system of party cabinets. It is 
true that the Count’s admission to the Cabinet is 
a result of the Liberals’ cSoperation with the 
Government, but it is not true that the Govern- 
ment has adopted the Liberals’ platform. The 
present situation has been brought about by the 
Liberals subscribing to the Government's policy, 
and can only be described, therefore, asuncondi- 
tional surrender on their part. The conseqaence 
of that surrender having been the admission of 
the Liberal leader into the Cabinet, it can- 
not be said for a moment that the Liberals’ 
policy has been adopted by the Government. 
The simple fact is that Count Itagaki owes his 
portfolio to his being one of the distinguished 
Meiji statesmen. His case is precisely similar 
to that of Count Okuma, when the latter enter- 
ed the Cabinet some years ago. It is quite 
conceivable that Count Okuma may again enter 
the Cabinet. It is quite conceivable that Vis- 
count Shinagawa may again enter the Cabinet. 
Whoever enters the Cabinet, the Government 
remains the same State Government ; the Cabi- 
net remains the same Imperially organized Cabi- 
net. Nevertheless, there can be nosecond opinion 
thatif Count Itagaki, having entered the Cabinet, 
continued to be enrolled a member of the Li- 
beral Party, the Local Police might find them- 
selves at any moment confronted by embras- . 
sing conditions. The Count, in his addresses, 
has not yet given any indications on that subject. 
He has spoken upon ordinary, every-day topics, 
and we are not in a position to judge his ideas 
on matters ot which he has not spoken. His 
address to the Governors in conclave related 
chiefly to the relations between them and the 
Local Assemblies. He imerely told them that 
there were instances of Governors having treated 
the decisions of Local Assemblies with scant 
courtesy, and warned them to avoid anything of 
the kind in future. There was nothing novel 
in suchan address. It was just what might have 
have been expected.” 

It seems more than singular that Governor 
Matsudaira should so far forget the reaponsibili- 
ties of his office as to speak words like the above 
for purposes of publication. Wedo not believe 
that he did speak them. Our conviction is that 
the Pomiurt’s report is very misleading, and 
that its compiler devoted himself uniquely 
(o the preparation of an article that would, as 
he hoped, create mischief among the Liberals, 
and set up friction between them and _ the 
Government. 








MR. IWASAKI VFANOSUKE ON TWO 
QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. 


Mr. Iwasaki Yanosuke, who has the wisdom to 
be generally unapproachable by the omnipresent 
newspaper-reporter, seems to have departed 
from his wholesome rule foronce. A represen- 
tative of an Osaka paper succeeded in inter- 
viewing him recently while he was on a visit to 
that cily in connexion with the dockyard enter- 
prise thatthe Mitsubishi Firm contemplates start- 
ing in Hyogo. The subjects concerning which 
Mr. Iwasaki submitted to be questioned were 
the rumour of about an imaginary Armstrong- 
Mitsubishi dock-yard, and the project of selling 
certain properties of the Imperial Household. 
As to the former matter, Mr. Iwasaki declared 
that the relations between the Armstrong Com- 
pany, or rather between Sir Andrew Noble, and 
Mr. Iwasaki were purely personal and friendly. 
When Mr. Noble, a son of Sir Andrew’s, came 
to Japan the year before last, Mr. Iwasaki be- 
came acquainted with him through the introduc- 
tion of the Ministers of War and of the Navy. 
Last month Mr. Kato, the Japanese Minister 
to the Court of St. James, and his wife, Mr. 
Iwasaki’s niece, were treated with great hos- 
pitality and honour by the Armstrong Company 
when the ceremony of naming the Japanese 
warship Fuji took place. On that account 
when Sir Andrew and his friends lately arrived 
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in Tokyo, Mr. Iwasaki called upon them. Sub- 
sequently he met Sir Andrew once or twice, 
but not a word was said about business, nor 
has he the least knowledge for what purpose 
Sir Andrew and Mr. Watts have come here. An 
idea recently suggested itself to the authorities 
that the construction of a dock-yard for repairing 
transports within the lines of defence would be 
essential, and the matter was brought to the 
notice of the Mitsubishi firm. The latter de- 
cided to act upon the suggestion, and, in 
pursuance of that resolution, purchased a piece 
of ground covering some 15 thousand sudo 
at the mouth of the River Minato, in Hyogo, as 
a site for the proposed dock-yard. Mr. Iwa- 
saki declared himself firmly convinced that 
the Authorities would not act so faithlessly to- 
wards the Mitsubishi Firm as to entrust the 
business to the Armstrong Company, or induce 
the latter to set up a rival enterprise. The 
Firm is competent to undertake the matter 
single-handed, and there is no necessity what- 
ever, to seek the cdoperation of any other 
company. 

With regard to the proposed sale of the Sado 
and Ikuno mines and the Osaka Smelting Esta- 
blishment, Mr. Iwasaki told bis interviewer that 
the primary causes, so far as he has learned, 
were the uncertainty of the yield from those 
concerns, and the necessity of investing furiber 
sums of about 900,000 yen, if it were desired to 
obtain a good return from them. The estimated 
price at which the Imperial Estates Bureau had 
determined to dispose of the three properties was 
reported to be about 1} million yen, and it was 
therefore conceivable that firms like the Mitsui, 
the Sumitomo, the Furukawa, and the Mitsu. 
bishi should be selected as bidders. The matter 
of tendering, however, involved very serious 
considerations, there being at present no com- 
petent experts to undertake the work on behalf 
of the purchasers of the mines. Mr. Iwasaki 
told the reporter that he had recently secured a 
lease of the Arakawa Copper Mine in Dewa 
Province, but that lack of trustworthy experts to 
work the mine was causing him much em- 
barrassment. Hence, even were he invited to 
bid for the Sado and Ikuno mines, he did not 
know whether he could offer a price sufficient 
to satisfy the Authorities, for if he tendered, it 
must be with the resolution of undertaking the 
work in a manner satisfactory alike to the Im- 
perial Court and to the people that had been 
directly interested in the mines for centuries. 


_— — e+; 


TEACHERS OF FOREIGN LAN. 
GUAGES IN ¥APAN. 


> 
Referring to the tendency prevailing in Japan 
for the past few years to dispense with the services 
of foreign teachers of language, and therefore, toa 
great extent, with the study of foreign languages, 
the Nichi Michi Shimbun says that the High 
Councilof the Educational Department has come 
to a decision calculated to check that tendency 
niaterially. The Council’s resolution is that in 
allthe Upper Schools throughout the Empire 
there shall be two foreigners, one to teach Eng- 
lish, the other German, and that a Budget 
covering appropriations for the purpose shall be 
submitted to the Diet next session. 








tion the decision quoted by our contemporary 
would rot signify much, for there only 9 
schools—for males—of the nature designated, 
and they already employ 14 foreign teachers, 
though possibly not all for language purposes. 
But it is a strange and noteworthy fact that 
in 27 upper schools for femajes not a 
ingle foreign teacher is employed, and if the 
ouncil’s resolution embraces these instita- 
ons, its results will be far reaching. Why 
apanese girls have not just as great a claim as 
apanese lads to be taught Western tongues, we 
o not understand. 


When we remember, in conjunction with the 
above, that a Representation in favour of re- 
establishing a school for foreign languages was 
passed by both Houses of the Diet last session, 
it will be evident that a reaction in favour of 
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‘Marquis Ito at Oiso on his invitation, and spent 















































acquiring Western tongues has clearly set in. 
Looking buck a few years, we observe that in 
1887 there were two foreign language schools, 
with 22 teachera and 593 students. That was 
the year when, owing to the failure of Treaty 
Revision ahd the nation’s temporary revolt 
against a too wholesale adoption ot foreign 
fashions, something like a spirit of conservatism 
asserted itself. In the following year, the schools 
of language were reduced to one, with 8 teachers 
and only 67 students, and thereafter such 
schools—we speak, it will be understood, only 
of schools enjoying State aid—ceased to exist 
altogether. 


It must be confessed that the choice of lan- 
guages attributed to the High Educational 
Council is somewhat singular. That English 
should be selected, goes without saying, but 
that French occupies the next rank in point of 
wide employment and general usefulness, can 
not be questioned. Why, then, should the pre- 
ference be given to German over French? It 
is true that the medical studies of- the Japanese 
are conducted almost entirely in German, and 
it is also true that familiarity with German 
secures access to immense stores of philoso- 
phical wealth. But still, as a Janguage, French 
certainly ranks higher, aud will always rank 
higher, than German. Nevertheless, when we 
examine the statistics of private schools in Japan, 
we see that in choosing English and German 
as the foreign languages most desirable for Ja- 
panese acquisition, the High Council has fol- 
lowed the tendency of the nation. The record 
for the six years ending with 1892, than which 
we have no more recent statistics, is interesting :-— 
Subject of Ins Number of Number of Number of 


struction. Schools. Iustructors, Students. 
English temeieGay Sesee © QOL. oe. 26,404 

188 Fiench ..... TO. sss PA ccive 556 
79 German ccccccces | 82.. 1,615 
Russian .....ce0 Disteve Osisies go 

ay ae phakaunss 350 receee B08 scisse 27,135 
FOEHCH weeseeees B iwses SO cise 9 

1888 (Ee keabuias ecco T2vevaee 1 at 
Russian) ....ecuee Picks: BG ci cinc 76 
English ....... ee POA sence: 15207 csicas 20,363 

889 French) ....ccees y reer Wdisecse 214 
. German... oA Zeaveas ene 1,140 
Russian ... one Sicssns 58 
English ....... vs 2AS.o 1,026,.....20,651 
French ........ y rere PR isnaes 282 
fie panaeueen TOscives Ck eee 1,218 
RuUsaiat sassecca. Rises. “Dhacaad OF 
English ........ “13. eices eoPIes v00012,524 

18a1 French ...scccee  Seeeee Gisiais 1g 
COT 4 German sees a eee 585 
Russian ,,....06 Bves a4 ceans 73 
English ......0. TO2.cc00. BlB.cevee 5,040 

802 French ........ o° Ainicee  “Edsivndes 212 
1992 9 Gerinan .....000 & WOs. cen 26....0. 415 
Russia) .....es0 : mere Re sscy 109 


The falling, off in the study of English, as shown 
by the above table, would be almost startling if 
note were not taken of a class of schools at 
which Chingse, English, and. Arithmetic con- 
stitute the curriculum. The record for these 
schools is as follows :— 

SCHOOLS AT WHICH CHINBSB, ENGLISH, AND 

ARITHMRTIC ARB TAUGHT. 


Number of Number of Number of 
Year. Schools. Teachers. Students. 
1887 ssieacs parser Hea sides RTD iacdveves 3,821 
WSBS.cnscericsecsets BA cscs Wiens é- BGS scsreseas 5,943 
1889 .. snadee: OD secassece S47 scinesces 5,561 
1890 rasta lOSienas, 389....00006 6,018 
1891 sevacdanes tl OOsicneoie 20 vsescs +0012,676 
IS0Q2: Gaisewiscedinss B50 .cccsaces 51S isececess 24,612 


PRE-RESTORATION REMINIS- 
CENCES: 


_ 
Quite recently several Japanese /sterat# well- 
versed in the ancient Chinese classics, visited 


some enjoyable hours with the Premier, in the 
course of which many topics relating to Pre-Re- 
storation days came up in thediscussion. Among 
those who accepted the Marquis’s invitation 
were Messrs. Okamoto Koseki, Iwaya Ichiroku, 
a member of the House of Peers, Yoda Hyaku- 
sen, and several others. Mr. Okamoto, ex-Coun- 
cillor to the Lord of li,—head of the ancient 
fief of Hikone—contributed some interesting 
reminiscences of the days when his clan played 


an important partin shaping the destinies of 
Japan, inducing the Shogun to abandon the old 
policy of seclusion and thus throwing open the 
country to foreigners. Marquis Ito displayed 
great interest in the tale, and when the speaker 
had finished, said—‘‘ When I was between 18 
and 19 years of age I was despatched, under the 
assumed name of Oji Onosuke, to Hikone by the 
Lord of Choshiu, to observe and report upon the 
condition of affairs there, the fief of Hikone being 
Credited in those agitated times with upholding 
the cause of the Shogunate against the increasing 
claims of the Imperial courtiers and their policy 
of seclusion. I was entrusted with this delicate 
mission in company with another retainer of the 
Choshiu clan, and we first of all paid a visit 
to a Shinto priest, named Yawata. He was 
reputed to be a fervent Imperialist, but through 
him we succeeded in meeting a Councillor of 
Hikone, the present Mr. Okamoto Koseki, who 
has just finished speaking to us. Some days 
after this, three retainers of the fief, Kitagawa 
Tokuyuki, Tani Tesshui, and Kawakami Ki- 
chitaya, the last of whom subsequently adopted 
the present chief of the Oficial Gasetfe Bureau, 
met us by appointment at the house of Mr. Tani. 
In the course of conversation, the absorbing 
topic of the hour arose, ‘The Conrt or the Sho- 
gunate, and we enthusiastically supported the 
Imperial cause. Much to our surprise and de- 
light, our statements were endorsed by our 
hearers, Tani in particular approving of them. 
He declared his sincere belief in the righte- 
ousness Of the Imperial claim, and swore to 
support the Imperial Throne from that day 
forward, even if he had to die for it. From 
that day we knew that Hikone was for the 
Imperialists, and we returned to Choshiu with 
the joyful tidings, feeling greater confidence in 
the future than ever,” 


ENTERTAINMENT AT THE SHOREI- 
KAT, 


—___@—______ 

On Thursday afternoon, His Excellency Count 
Hijikata, Minister of the Imperial Household, 
in his capacity of President of the Shoreikai, 
invited a large number ot foreigners and Japan- 
ese to the Shoreikai at Tora-no-mon, as a mark 
of respect and welcome to Mrs. Napier, sister of 
the late Mrs. Kirkes. No foreign lady ever 
succeeded in making herself so universally be- 
loved and respected in Japan as did Mrs. 
Kirkes. Her earnestness of purpose, her charm 
of manner, her bright activity, and her inex- 
haustible generosity appealed to all classes. 
Under any circumstances, such a mission as she 
chose for herself in Japan must have earned 
gratitude, for there is certainly a great want of 
some medium to bring Japanese and foreign 
ladies into closer social and moral contact. We 
speak with full appreciation of the significance 
of the statement when we say that in foreign 
society the Japanese lady receives very scant 
consideration. If not over-looked entirely, she 
assuredly obtains very perfunctory acknowledg- 
ment. On which side the fault lies, we do not 
undertake to judge. But it is certain that had 
Mrs. Kirkes been spared for a few years of 
continued endeavour, she would have ac- 
complished much towards bridging the gulf. 
Her memory has never faded from the grate- 
ful recollection of the Japanese ladies of Tokyo, 
and on learning of her sister, Mrs. Napier’s, 
arrival in Japan some time ago, arrangements 
were quickly made to welcome her, several of the 
principal ladies in Tokyo combining to entertain 
her at the Maple Club. Subsequently, Mrs. 
Napier, who is accompanied by her daughter, 
travelled to various places of note in Japan, and 
on her return to Tokyo a few days ago, the 
faculty of the Shoreikai invited her to an after- 
noon entertainment at the school on the 21st inst, 
A short but well arranged programme, consist- 
ing of recitations, choruses, and pianoforte per- 
formances, was gone through by the young 
ladies of the school, who showed much pro- 
ficiency, and at the close refreshments were 
served. Mrs. Napier and her daughter were the 
recipients of many warm expressions of welcome 
and good-will. 
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desi the aut f the Peninsula at all costs ' RV V. TY. a 
WHY NOT IMPROVE KOBE HAR- | ora Gespite the greatest sacrifices on her own part. What fate te OM) ee iia . 
BOURP millions of money have been spent and hundreds of brave : . 
me lives offered up to this Moloch of Korean independence ! Readers of the proceedings of the Diet last 





























































Why the Kingdom is doubly and ttelly bankrupt, and 
would not be able to pay the lowest and humblest employé, 


session are aware that a Bill was passed provid- f 
were it not for the moneys lent by Japan! Do all these 


Mr. Kanematsu has contributed a very sea- 
sonable essay to the Kokumin in which he 


advucates most temperately the improvement of | things not constitute the strongest possible claim on Karea’s 


ing for the establishment of a University in 
Kyoto from the year 1899. is, perhaps, a 
: ood-will? Does not all this give Japan in Korea rights | little to ion of pro- 
Kobe harbonr, and the construction of docks |For eX urably superior to those Jap ane oher tie ie d ve question of p 
there, instead of wasting money at Osaka. He 


Power? On paper, truly, no! But indeed and in truth, | fes8ors for the University three years before its 
bases his arguments against the Osaka dock | by avery law pumen ace divine, sakes ehould ever pale opening, but the Mippon evidently dves not 
; suppliant at the feet of Japan: an ally on whose firm i j ; 
scheme on the following reasonable grounds, friendahio the utincst confidence might: be imposed. Ah, think so, for it has a note on the subject, and 
t t the ct t | of 
Osaka Harbour, in the first place, suffers greatly | well is it perhaps for the Peninsular Kingdom that Saigo | Strange to say /fe Chauyinist journal o Japan,~ 
from the large accumulation of sand and silt Latah so Ones rules our aveibds ganda ae par excellence, advocates the engagement of 
: Serra e second proposition is ‘* that the present disturbe i : ; : 
poured down by the River Yodo, while it is condition of affairs in Korea is an outcome of the interven- ae gners. It says that S tee a ar ge 
exposed to every wind that blows. Secondly, | tion of the Japanese in the politics of Korea.” Our con-| SY Japanese competent (o form the faculty o 
owing to the action of the strong currents in temporary adds, Abragh fre a gentle Ppa ons the University is out of the question, and that 
eee . categorical statement, ‘‘ however good may have nich i ; H ; ‘ 
= ee Aa nye age soa bike the Japan’s motives in thus intervening, it is evident that the con nies hscluainecl We Niieh ~ 
amato, ukO, ali en rivers is Cast upon 
the adjacent shore in ever increasing quantities. that we should have looked to find such a re- 
Thirdly, the scheme ¢f the Osaka City Assembly 
to deepen the harbour to 27 feet only, will be 


present state of affairs is due to that intervention.” This 
** Japanese intervention " responsible for the emeutes of commendation, and perhaps it may be regarded 
found insufficient when steamers of 10,000 tons 


1884, 1886, and the Tonghak Rebellion? Has not horea 
been. for the last 15 years, filled with sedition, insurrection, 
rebellion, tumult, riot, and murder? Is Japan responsible 


statement stands on a par with the former. Pray, was 
as a sign of the times. 








: me a : +1) | for all this? Is Japan responsible for the helpless incapa- 
displacement visit Japan, as most likely will city of the itiecae eabnareh: the insatiable vanecity of the SIR ANDREW NOBLE. 
happen after the completion of the Nicaragua | governing—misgoverning !—classes, the low grade of mo- ere eer 


tality, insouciance, and abSolute improvidence of the 
Ko.ean people at large. For these and these alone are 
the factors at work. Japan’s ‘‘intervention” was of the 
noblest, most enlightened, kind. But you cannot ‘‘ make 
a silk purse out of a sow’s ear; ” something of the porcine 
nature will remain however deft the modeller. We have 
yet to hear of a year, age, or a single month or week when 
some part of Korea was not in a state of disorder, And 
we can well imagine that any arent to bring order out of 
the chaos of Korean politics will both now and in future be 
followed by a “‘disturbed condition of affairs.” It is the 
dog’s nature—we have it on the strength of King Solo- 
mon's wisdom—to return to its own vomit; and very pro- 
bably the dog would resent any attempt to be kept from 
such areturn, But as Japan has the deepest interest in 
the ungreateful Kingdom’s welfare, having, from the 
very outset of Korea’s existence as a Kingdom, a vital 
interest in Korea’s autonomy and therefore government, 
our Empire has piled Ossa upon Pelion to make things go 
smoothly in the Peninsula. What other nation, East or 
West, can produce such a record? Nor has Japan herein 
acte.t from motives of self-interest only. Her course of 
action has been and still 1s one of unparalleled unselfish- 
ness. We claim no more privileges than others ; yet we do 
claim gratitude and a profound amity transcending that 
felt by Korea for any other nation or people. The “ pre- 
sent disturbed condition of affairsin Korea ” ts attributable 
to Japan’s intervention only in so far as a misguided and 
wicked man might grow still more violent when some 
virtuous and benevolent man intervened to save hlm from 
inevitable destruction. for that is the rock which the 
Korean ship of State is now fast approaching ; cannot her 
slumbering officers and crew catch the distant roar of the 
breakers and their thunderous recoil on the rocky coast? |‘ over-work, and Lord Armstrong pressed 

Finally, we approach the third point raised by the /n-} them to seize the opportunity of combining 


dependent. This is that ‘‘ this disturbed condition of affairs : : 
was very greatly increased by the events of October 8th, wholesome reat with a plersant trip. Thus 
1895, when, at Japanese instigation, the Queen was mur- their visit ig not connected with any important 
ares te oe _ meee nothing ae exceed rie breve business transactions whatever. We have taken 
ang indignation o e japanese overnment on caring ' : . e ° 
of the atrocity, the steps promptly taken entirely clearing paros {0 mecertain these facts in view of iterated 
i assertions circulated by news agencies and 
journals which apparently seek to make politi- 


onr Empire of any complicity. Noone can more profund- 
ly deplore the untoward fate of the Queen than do we. 

is cal capital out of an event offering no justifica- 
tion whatever for their surmises. 


Apparently some of the vernacular journals 
remain still unconvinced that the visit of Sir 
Andrew Noble to Japan is not connected with 
any undertaking in the nature of a dockyard 
or foundry, although in these columns, as well 
as in those of the Michi Nicht Shimbun and 
F ift Shimpo, it has been very clearly stated that 
Sir Andrew's coming to Japan had no -motive 
whatever of the kind alleged. Like many other 
Englishmen, he desired to see a country that 
attracts so much attention and is becoming 
year by year a more favourite resort for tourists. 
It is possible that a man with the large busi- 
ness responsibilities of the celebrated artillerist 
might not have found in mere sight-seeing a 
sufficient reason for undertaking a long journey, 
But Sir Andrew, as we learn, had another and 
indeed a paramount consideration to influence 
him, namely, his wish to show appreciation 
of the honours that had been bestowed upon 
himself and Lord Armstrong by His Im- 
perial Majesty the Emperor. That Mr. Watts 
accompanied him was because both gentle- 
men had been suffering from ill-health, due 


Canal. Fourthly, Osaka has suffered in the 
past, and will very likely experience in the 
future, disastrous tidal waves, as witness the 
calamity of 1859, and the terrible storms of 
1867 and 1885. On the other hand, Kobe 
harbour has proved itself to be free from silt- 
ing, is better protected from the wind than is 
Osaka, is free from fast sea currents, and even 
now affords safe anchorage to vessels drawing 
27 feet, at a short distance from the shore. 
It could thus be greatly improved at less than 
two-thirds the cost involved by the Osaka 
scheme of harbour reconstruction. Then again, 
Kobe is only 23 miles from Osaka, and when a 
broad gauge railway is constructed, this dis- 
tance will easily be covered in half an hour, 
The question, says Mr. Kanematsu, should be 
considered from the broad point of view of 
national welfare and not obscured by the 
narrow distortion of parochial interests. The 
future of commercialism in Japan looms very 
bright in the vista of the future, and everything 
points to Kobe being the natural port for the 
great industrial enfrepdt of the nation, Osaka. 
The citizens should therefore ponder the ques- 
tion seriously before embarking on a costly and 
seemingly futile enterprise. 








THE “FYORODZU CHOHO.” 


se ge as 

We congratulate the Yorodsu Choho on the 
very marked improvement effected in the Eng- 
lish section of its columns. Instead of being 
disfigured, as they formerly were, by defective 
syntax and clumsy construction, its utterances 
are now couched in vigorous and grammatical 
English. The change is very marked. To illu- 
strate it, and as an interesting exposé of what 
the Japanese think on an inleresting subject, 
we reproduce below an article that appeared in 
our contemporary’s issue of the 19th instant, 
correcting only the most flagrant typographical 
errors :— 


tto say that Japan was directly responsible for the 
murder, is not true. The assassination had, for years, 
been a foregone conclusion; for the late Queen’s absolute 
indifference to the weal of the people; her vehement par- 
tisanship of the hated and hateful Mins ; her unreasoning 
and unreasonable desire for ee powes as vested in 
her own person; her, in a word, wholly unpattiotic and ° 
downright tyrannical bearing—these and these only were ; ? r 
the pregnant causes of her downfall, her—loath as we are Sir Andrew Noble, K.C.B., was received in 
to aay he Soul Jaden oP Marat vt aa us cam audience by the Emperor on Saturday forenoon, 
ever the Séu n —that the Japanese are ha ee : : 
by reason of their supposed connection with the queens the Minister of State for the Navy introducing. 
murder, for never was a crowned head better hated. The Emperor received the distinguished Eng- 
That. uader att tat piace muoett me Japanese Go-} lishman most affably, and conversed with him 
vernment should demand $5,000 for each Japanese citizen} (4+ some minutes. Subsequently, Sir And 
murdered on Korean soil by Korean natives, is, we assert : ; q y, ere 
: Mr. and Miss Noble, and Mr. and Miss Watts 
were entertained at luncheon by His Imperial 


it most emphatically, a most moderate and just claim: a 
claim that should be enforced by fire and sword, if need 

Highness Prince Komatsu (Junior), at the 
Prince’s Surugadai residence. 





IMPERIAL AUDIENCE. 


JAPAN AND KOREA. 


The anti-Japanese foreign press of Yokohama and Kobe 
quote with much gusto certain passages in recent numbers 
of the Soul chi pb aag he and Korean Repository celating 
to the Japanese claim for murders of Japanese by Koveans. 
We have not the least fault in the world to find with what 
our Korean contemporaries have chosen to say on the sub- 
ject. Their opinions are not of a kind calculated to shake 
the world; and that they should write with prejudice or in 
a manner detrimental to Japan and her interests, was and 
is a foregone conclusion. And yet, for the sake of argu- 
ment and the establishment of the truth, puer et simple, 
we are constrained to reply; all the more so as the fapan 
Gasette, Kobe Herald, and other foreign newspapers pub- 
lished on Japanese soil, seem to concur most fully in what 
the Séul Independent says. 

The first proposition brought forward by the /ndepen- 
dent is that ‘* Japan has no other or larger rights in Korea 
than has England, America, France, or any other power, 
and her citizens have no rights in Korea that do not pertain 
to the citizens of any ‘other Power in Treaty with Korea. 
This first proposition seems beyond dispute.’? And yet 
the “ indisputability ” of the Jndependent’s first argument 
notwithstanding, we beg to differ aholly in opinion and 
are confident that any unbiassed court of nations would 
uphold our views. Broadly speaking, Korea has, since the 
days of the opening of that vexed Peninsula to the outer 
world, lived on and managed to make ends meet simply 
and solely by reason of Janan’s forbearance, Japan’s trade 
and Japan’s pecuniary aid. [Korea has, time and again, 
incurred heavy debts to our Empire ; has broken her pro- 
mise in a score of instances; has given offence more 
than enough to warrant the inception of a dozen wars: has, 
iD a word, lived on as a nation solely by reason of Japan’s 


be! We make no charge for the scores and hundreds of 
brave men who fell at Songhwan, at Phyongyang, and at 
Wiju! We have not brought a counter claim against the 
Xorean Government for the hundreds and thousands of 
Korean coolies who after being well-paid for their putative 
services, ran away and left our Army in the lurch! We 
have made no claim for the injuries done our fishermen off 
the Xorean littoral, Korea promised long years ago, to 
pey a Suitable indemnity—which has never been forthcom- 
ing. We care not if—which is very doubtful—the majority 
of our murdered countrymen were supplied with passports 
er not. Tho fact remains that the life of a Japanese citi- 
zen should be dearer in <orea’s eyes than one of her own 
nationals. Yorodsu Choho. 








THE TOTAL ECLIPSE OF THE SUN. 
————__-<——___- 

The island of Yezo being specially suited for 
astronomical observation of the total eclipse of 
the sun that is to take place on September gth, 
three parties of observers are to be despatched 
thither from the West, according to present 
observation. One party is to come from Am- 
herst College, one from the Lick Observatory, 
and one from Greenwich. The Fiji Shimpo 
says that Kushiro will probably be the place 
selected for setting up an observatory. 





DEATH OF THE HON. MISS OYAMA. 


—_—_—__—.@-——______ 

On the 21st instant at 1 a.m. the Honorable 
Nobu Oyama, daughter of His Excellency the 
Minister of State for War, expired at her parents’ 
residence in Tokyo. The young lady had been 
suffering from pneumonia for more than a year, 
but her malady did not develop disabling pro- 
portions until a few days before her death. 
The funeral will take place on the 24th instant, 
the cortége leaving the official residence of the 
Minister of State for War in Nagatacho at I p.m. 





The Russian Government is rapidly completing 
the construction of a large naval station at Libau 
in Courland, au ice-free harbour on the Baltic, 
ouly a few miles from the German frontier. When 
completed, Libau will be capable of containing 20 
irouclads, and a corresponding number of cruisers 
and torpedo-boats. 


Google 





May 23, 1896.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


579 





HE TREND OF FAPANESE 


LITERATURE. 


——_———_-}-—--—- -- —_— 
(COMMUNICATED.) 


NE of the most pleasing and withal 
striking features of recent Japanese 
development, is the vigour of thought and 
style, the virility, and fluency of the best 
writers of the day. After the few years 
of eclipse following the troublous days of 
the Restoration, wherein Japanese litera- 
ture was at best but a chaotic réchauffé of 
the styles prevalent half a century before ; 
wherein people had little time and less 
inclination for literature, and the stirring 
problems of the moment absorbed the 
attention of all classes of society ; after 
this time there came a reaction, a better 
treatment, and higher appreciation of the 
literary needs of the people. And this 
has now culminated in a literature of an 
elegancy and purity of style that would 
reflect credit on any nation. With perhaps 
two exceptions only, the best writers of 
Modern Japan are all young men, or, at 
all events, less than thirty-five years of 
age. They have thus developed and been 
brought up in what the Germans would 
call the Blitheperiode, or “ blossoming- 
time,” of their native country. Most of 
them began to write about the year when 
Japan became a constitutional monarchy 
and the people for the first time were 
given a share in their own govern- 
ment. And it is perhaps not a little 
owing to these facts that the style 
of the best essayists of the day so 
often reminds one of MILTON in _ his 
Areopagitica. We find the same manly 
tone; the same refined tropes and grace- 
ful figures of speech; the same urderly- 
ing current of poetry; often the same 
thrill that is so characteristic of this the 
greatest of all masters of English. True, 
one sometimes does meet with crudities 
of diction and a certain over-fondness for 
invective ; and yet the best essayists of 
the 2gth year of Mez7# have a charm as 
national as it is indescribable. 

Among the Nestors of the press, the 
old-time essayists and _ feuilletonists, 
Messrs. FUKUZAWA YUKICHI and FuKu- 
CH! GEN-ICHIRO stand supreme and un- 
approached. More than any other man 


* has Mr. FUKUZAWA contributed to the 


cause of education, in the first instance, 
and secondarily to that of literary excel- 
lence. There are unquestionably times 
when one cannot readily follow Mr. Fuku- 
ZAWA’S arguments—and there is one thing 
with which his detractors reproach him, 
that ‘he fails to make converts ’—yet it 
is beyond doubt that he wields enor- 
mous influence, and that his terse, often 
blunt, always thoroughly-in-earnest style 
has many imitators and more admirers. 
He is rarely if ever afraid to say just what 
he thinks ; yet occasionally his organ, the 
Fifi Shimpo, has touched over-hesitatingly 
on subjects of supreme importance, the im- 
pression being, after the perusal of one of 


his characteristic essays, that, in the words| reserving his sweetest lays for men of 


of the Litany, “he has left undone those 
things which he ought to have done.” 
But for all that, Mr. FUKUZAWA Is a 
master in presenting things in a few words 
clearly, succinctly, and forcibly. On the 
other hand, Mr. FUKUCHI, whose ubiquit- 
ous pen has travelled through every 
region of belles lettres, is par excellence, 
a society writer. No one is so thoroughly 
conversant with the doings and sayings of 
modern Japanese Society as is he ; and no 
one is readier to hold up the glass of 
gentle ridicule when he is in the vein. 
The style of Mr. FUKUCHI presents a 
world-wide difference from that of Mr. 
FUKUZAWA, his quondam_ schoolmate ; 
it is eminently graceful, with a poetic 
swing all its own, and of the highest 
literary excellence ; for Mr. FUKUCHI is 
nothing if not a scholar, and, of all men 
living, best acquainted with the history 
immediately leading up to the Restoration 
and those days on which the younger 
generation now looks as on a translated 
dream. As a lecturer, Mr. FUKUZAWA 
commands his audience from the first and 
carries them with him ; while Mr. FUKUCHI 
is listened to with breathless interest, 
everyone eager to catch the accents of 
that silvern, persuasive speech. It is an 
experience not to be forgotten to hear 
to either. 

For some years these two scholars prac- 
tically had the field to themselves, although 
Mr. TAGUCHI UKICHI ran as a close third. 
This gentleman, a peripatetic encyclope- 
dia of statistics, is noteworthy for the 
excellent, gentle, unvenomed irony with 
which he combats the arguments of his op- 
ponents. In his writings, especially those 
of a controversial nature, he is an Israelite 
without guile, using that potent weapon 
irony or satire in so pleasing a manner 
that its very victims have to smile before 
they yield to his rhetoric. Itis a satirical 
writing of a kind very-different from that 
which frequently mars the Wippon ; where 
coarse invective and coarser allusions may 
cause a laugh, but never carry conviction 
or inspire a feeling of respect for the 
writer. And yet Mr. KuGa, editor-in-chief 
of the chauvinist organ, is indisputably 
one of the finest writers of the day. A 
young man, he has still the fiery vehemence 
of youth, and often belabours his theme 
hammer and tongs; yet, when free from 
his rabid political bias, there is no man 
who knows how to write more pleasingly 
and persuasively. HeisaChinese scholar 
of eminent ability, and one of those most 
opposed to the adoption of any other 
graphic system than that at present in 
vogue; and he carries with him the 
majority of the student youth of Japan, 
with whom the zpjon has from the out- 
set been a prime favourite. Mr. KuGA 
is therefore primarily a classicist and 
opposed even to the use of furi-gana, 
or interlinear 4ana, in his journal. He 
does not sing to the profanum auigus, 


Google 


views and 


learning. And much the same may be 
said of Mr. SHIGA, one-time editor of 
the defunct Kokka:, and now the leading 
spirit of the Nippon-jin. If we had to 
choose the finest all-around writer of the 
present, our choice would undoubtedly 
fall on this gentleman ; and that not so 
much because of his learning but because 
of the real beauty of his literary style. At 
times it fairly scintillates, and always is 
couched in language which leaves nothing 
to be desired. Mr. SHIGA is perhaps the 
most expert exponent of the many beauties 
of the modern Sinico-Japanese; and, 
truly, with him as a model, one could 
not wish for a change. He combines a 
ready wit with a most delicate and play- 
ful fancy, a wealth of quotation, and a 
subdued vein of irony that surprises as well 
as delights the reader. His editorials in 
the Ko#kat used to be most instructive 
reading, for he never has anything to say 
accept that which all must be glad to hear. 
Moreover, he has not fallen—as so many 
others—into the slough of partisan con- 
troversy, where the more venom in the 
pen the supposedly greater force of the 
writer. No, Mr. SHIGA’S essays are from 
first to last gentlemanly in tone and 
language, and even in his most excited 
moments he never forgets the courtesy of 
the true man of letters. 

Two. other essayists of the modern 
school have still to be mentioned. The 
first is Mr. TOKUTOMI IICHIRO, ex-Doshi- 
sha student and quondam associate and 
intimate of that remarkable man, the late 
Mr. NiSHIMA. To Mr. TAGUCHI is the 
discovery of [this brilliant young writer 
primarily attributable, and well has he 
justified his ‘master’s ’’ encomiums. There 
is nothing in Modern Japanese more ele- 
gantly written, more gracefully con- 
ceived, and more persuasively penned than 
Mr. TOKUTOMI’S greatest work Shoraz 
no Nippon, ‘ The Japan of the Future,” 
some time ago reviewed at length in 
these columns. Though only 32 years 
of age, Mr. TQKUTOMI has already done 
the work of a lifetime, and has, more 
than any other man, contributed to 
the regeneration and. stability of Japa- 
nese literature. 


zine of the Empire ; the Kokumin Shim- 
bun, an independent organ; the Kater 
Zasshi, a family magazine of the highest : 
class; and over one hundred yolumes oft 


miscellaneous literature, largely written ; 
in co-operation with other young but ex- — 


cellent essayists. Mr. TQKUTOMI’S family. 
dates back to SUGAWARA-NO-MICHIZANE, 
some priceless scolis written by this patron 
of Japanese literature being still preserved 
in the pretty villa at Zushimura ; and it is 
evident that TENJIN-SAMA’S mantle has 
not fallen on unworthy shoulders. There 
is only one thing regrettable ; the recent 
tendency of the Kokumix to ultra-radical 
its sometimes almost in- 
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coherently querulous condemnations of 


everything connected with the present 


Cabinet. Opposition is one thing; but 


rabid anti-government denunciation is a 
different matter. 

Last, but by no means least in the list, 
comes Mr. ASAHINA, formerly of the Zokyo 


Shimpo and now of the Nicht Nichi Shim- 


bun. Somehow or other, Mr. ASAHINA’S 
graceful, well turned periods always re- 


mind us of that other one-time editor of the 
Nicht Nichi, Mr. FUKuUCHI. Yet the younger 


essayist has a style quite peculiar to him- 


self, and perhaps all the more pleasing for 


that reason. Despite the unreasoning 
odium attaching to the name of the Nichi 
Nichi as a supposedly official organ, and 
hence the avowed partisan of those in 
power, Mr. ASAHINA has known how to 
make his paper popular by inimitable and 
characteristic essays on a large variety of, 
subjects. In his political writings he is 
never vehement, yet always convincing, 
much of this being due to his ready pen, 
and readier wit. There can be little doubt 
that he has not yet reached the zenith of 
his powers, and is one of the men who 
will play an important réle in the history, 
of Japan to come. 

Taken as a whole, it is clear from the 
above necessarily brief notices, that Japan, 
can boast not only of writers of excep- 
tional ability, but also of a literature of a 
very high class, and one which is making 
marked and rapid improvement as the. 
years go by. It is greatly to be regretted 
that this virile literature is a dead letter 
to most Westerners ; and it must be con- 
fessed that to be able to appreciate it de- 
mands years of close study. Still, the 
reward is proportionately great. 








THE DOSHISHA AND DOGMATIC 


CHRISTIANITY. 
-_ 


pS MENSOTE? ) 
N an article entitled ‘‘ The Problem of 


High Class Education by Missionaries,” 
published in these columns a few months. 
ago, we drew attention to the fact that the 
Doshisha, which owes its present state of 
efficiency, for the most part, to the regular 
support received from the American Board 
of Missions in the early days of its history, 
can be no longer regarded as a strictly 
Christian Institution, that is, an institution 
that accepts and agrees to propagate such 
distinctive doctrines of the Christian faith 
as belief in a personal God, the divinity 
of JESUS CHRIST, the reality of a future 
life, and the miraculous origin of current 
Christian teaching. To this article Dr. 
D. C. GREENE, a well-known Missionary 
in the service of the American Board of 
Missions, took exception on the ground 
that it exaggerated the length to which 
the Doshisha had gone in its departure 
from the orthodox faith. Dr. GREENE 
gave no facts that would go to prove the 
orthodoxy of the Doshisha faculty. He 
simply contented himself with deny- 















ing our assertions. The i 
on which our article was based was ob- 


thoroughly trustworthy source. 
not mistaken. 


tempted to paint. 


orthodox réle. 


The Commissioners sent by the Ameri- 
can Board of Missions have presented 
‘their report, and it was published in ex- 
tenso in the New York Independent of 
January 3oth, a copy of which lies before 


us as we write. The document is lengthy, 


and deals with a number of subjects that 
fwe have no space to notice here, 


ing on the letter of instructions given 
them by the Board, which opens with the 
words, ‘Serious and complicated ques- 


tions have arisen in Japan,” the Commis- 
‘sicners confined their attention principally 
‘to the following eight points. 


(1.) ‘ The 
condition, with present and prospective 
use, of property which the Board has 


purchased, and buildings which it has 
erected, to aid in the missionary work ; 
and the legal and moral rights of the 


American Board in the same. (2.) The 
continuation and management of the 


Nurses’ Training School and Hospital at 
Kyoto, and the desirability of Dr. BERRY’S 


return toe his former occupation and office 


in the same. (3.) The character of the 


Doshisha as a Christian institution, co- 


operation in the training of native pastors 


and in the management of the institution, 
and the advisability of continuing any 


subsidy by the Board. (4.) The condition 
of the Kumamoto Station, the status of 


the mission property there, and the ad- 


visability of reopening the station. (5.) 


Best methods for the future prosecution of 
the evangelistic and missionary work, to- 
gether with plans of co-operation with the 
Japanese. (6.) The management and 
control of the Kobe Girls’ College. (7.) 
The location and employment of the 
different missionaries. (8.) The relation 
of education to the evangelistic work and 
how far the Board should continue to aid 
schools in Japan. | 

The Deputation remained in Japan a 
little over two months. It visited most 
of the chief mission stations and held 
conferences with missionaries of various 
Churches and denominations. It travelled 
1,500 miles by rail, 875 miles by water, 
and 300 miles by jinrikisha. 

The question of the actual position of 
the Doshisha vis-a-vis orthodox Christian- 
ity was one to which the Commissioners 
gave the most earnest attention. They 


placed themselves in direct communica- 
: ? ‘ 


Google 


information 


tained from what we then thought to be a 
We were 
If we owe any apology to 
Dr. GREENE, it is, not for over-stating the 
case, but for not bringing out in bolder 
relief the outlines of the picture we at- 
We are now in a posi- 
tion to furnish readers interested in such 
subjects with conclusive evidence that the 
Doshisha, regarded as a purely missionary 
agency, that is, as a means of propagating 
Christian dogmas based on supernatural- 
ism, has ceased to play anything like an 


they could not.* 





Act- 


tion with the Board of Trustees, and the 
following is the account they give of the 
result of various conferences bearing on 
the orthodoxy of the institution :—“ Pre- 
vious conversation with many persons had 
prepared us for their unusual use of the 
word ‘Christianity’ in the Constitution 
of the Doshisha as defining the character 
of the institution. The clause referred to 
is, ‘Christianity is the foundation of the 
moral education promoted by this com- 
pany’ (the Doshisha). We asked if they 
would affirm, as among the beliefs for 
which the Doshisha stood in Japan, the per- 
sonality of GOD, the divinity of CHRIST, 
and the future life. Zhey declared that 
While as individuals 
they could affirm their acceptance of these 
beliefs, as trustees they could not affirm 
them, since differences existed among 
Christians on these points, and they 
must not ally themselves with any party. 
When asked if they would accept the 
creed of the Aums-as churches in defini- 
tion of the sense in which they used 
the word Christian, they declined, saying 
that they would thus identify themselves 
with a single denomination. When urged 
at two long conferences to make some 
statement, however brief, in language of 
their own, of what they meant by ‘ Chris- 
tianity,’ since the word did not in their 
minds involve the above-named beliefs, 
they declined. They said it was not 
necessary; that having declared their 
purpose to maintain a Christian Institution, 
they should be trusted so to do, that to 
affirm the above-named beliefs would nar- 
row the basis of the University, would 
cause the resignation of professors whose 
services they did not wish to lose, would 
repel students who. were encouraged now 
to enter the school by its spirit of free 
inquiry. It was carefully ex- 
plained to the trustees that the American 
Churches which contributed to the trea- 
sury of the Board, while not making a 


test of any creed, could hardly hold to be 


Christian those persons or institutions 
which deliberately refuse to declare belief 
in a personal GOD, and in the Divinity of 


JESUS CHRIST, in the immortality of the 


soul, and in the supernatural elements of 
Christianity. The reply was that the 
whole subject had been a matter of 
thought with them; that theological 
Opinion in Japan was in a formative state, 
and beliefs were unsettled; that for that 
reason and because it would be disastrous 
to them to act now under appearance of 
compulsion, they could make no statement 
whatever, except that they should main- 
tain a Christian University.” 


The recommendations of the Deputation 
relative to the Doshisha were as follows :— 


First, that for the present the Teachers sup- 
plied to the Doshisha by the Board be continued, 
if desired by the Trustees. 

Second, that for the present and while the able 
and devoted men sent by the Board are connected 
with the Theological department, our co-operation 





* The italics are ours. 
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with the Doshisha in the training of pastors and 
evangelists be continued, 

Third, that after 
asked by the Mission for the Doshisha for the yea 
1896 is paid, the sum given by the Board to tl 
University be reduced annually, so as to cease al 
the end of the year 1898. 


The Deputation, in a letter to the Pre- 
Professor H. 
KOZAKI, written on the eve of its depar-: 


sident of the Doshisha, 


ture for America, further expressed its 
view of the situation as follows : -- 


We must say, however, that we regret exceed- 
inply that this institution, which was founded and 
has been largely sustained by money given for 
the purpose of establishing a pure evangelical 
Christianity in Japan, is not willing to make a 
clear declaration of the principles of Christianity 
which it professes to accept and promulgate, 


The concluding sentences, if they mean 
anything, are intended to express the 
opinion that, in view of the latitudinariasm 
of the modern institution bearing the name 
‘“‘ Doshisha,” a grant of money such as the 
Board has been in the habit of making 
year by year, must be regarded as a mis- 
appropriation of funds, and hence must be 
gradually withdrawn. Since that was the 
main contention of our former article, no 
further reply to Dr. GREENE’S criticisms 
is necessary. But we can not forbear 
calling attention to the fact that Dr. 
GREENE, in his letter on the subject in 
dispute, avoided altogether the questions 
at issue, namely, is the Doshisha an ortho- 
dox Christian institution, and does its 
character warrant the appropriation of 
mission money for its support? He sim- 
ply used the opportunity for delivering a 
short_sermon on quite a distinct subject, 
the Christian moral influence of the in- 
stitution. Now, in an institution where 
men’s creeds are various, an institution 
whose boast it is that it stands as a cham- 
pion of freedom of thought and opinion, 
an institution in whosé class rooms the 
Christian dogmatist, after delivering his 
lecture, makes room for the highly develop- 
ed Agnostic moralist, an institution wher 
a thousand subtle influences are at work; 
and where, as all but the shallowest stu- 
dents of human nature must admit, the 
personal prestige and influence of each 
professor produces far more effect than 
formal dogmas, to claim that the fruits of 
the teaching carried on within its walls 
are distinctly Christian, taking the word 
in its usual sense, as Dr. GREENE we pre- 
sume does, cannot be considered just or 
ingenuous. We, like Dr. GREENE, have 
watched the progress of the Doshisha from 
its earliest days down to the present time. 


many of its professors and have for for many 
years known that any attempt on on the 
part of the Foreign Board of Missions to 
apply the thumb-screw of dogma would 
result in the entire renunciation on the 
part, of the University of the scheme 


: known as Evangelical Christianity. That 


is practically what has now happened, 


and it seems to us unfair to the numerous 
free-thinkers who attend the University 
to assert that the predominant moral in- 
fluence of the establishment has been 


the reduced appropriation | 



















—‘‘ There is a strong tendency among 











the result of Christian supernaturalism. 

ye assumption that there can be no high 
class morality without supernaturalism at 
its back, that fear of future punishment or 
hope of future reward, in short, a feeling of 
dependence on a supposed unseen agency 
called spiritual, is essential to the ex- 
istence of the highest virtue, is an as- 
sumption that the lives of thousands 
upon thousands of agnostics and sceptics 
have shown to be absolutgly false. Such 
an assumption is an insult to men of the 
type of DARWIN, TYNDALL, HUXLEY, 
MILL, SPENCER, and a thousand others. 

ow foreigners residing in this country 
iaving before them the record of so many 
oble lives passed without connection with 


supernaturalism and having also in their 
iown midst living examples of as true and 


brilliant types of moral attainment as any 
to be found in Western lands, can go on 
retailing the narrow, bigoted, and ignorant 
doctrine that virtue becomes so only when 
Christianity, or some other form of super- 
naturalism, makes it so, has never failed 
to cause‘ug the greatest surprise. 

otice is taken in the report of the 
entire departure from the orthodox faith 
of some of the pastors of the Kumi-ai 
churches. Speaking of these men and 
their followers, the Deputation remarks - 


some of them to investigate for themselves 
many of the fundamental principles of 
Christianity which we have regarded as 
settled, and during these investigations 
fliey decline to accept as authoritative any 
of the Creeds of Christendom.’’ The teach- 
ing of some of the most radical of the 
pastors, is, we are told, quile agnostic in 
its tendency. As far as we are aware, no 
attempt has been made to expel these 
pastors from the Church. It is very plain 
that such liberty as is allowed to the 
Kumi-at pasters will sooner or later prove 
fatal to the very existence of the body that 
figures as one of the manyedescendants of 
the ancient Covenanters. — 

We would not be understood as wishing 
by implication or plain statement to say a 
word against the Doshisha as a high class 
school. It has done and is still doing 
magnificent work. Whether its endow- 
ment fund and such other means as it 
has of collecting money will allow of its 
being carried on as it has hitherto been, 
despite the withdrawal of the missionary 
grant, we have no means of knowing. To 
Mission boards in all lands the experi- 
ment will doubtless prove most instructive. 
The Report of the Commissioners will 
raise afresh in various quarters that long 
discussed question, is high class. .educa- 
tion ‘principally of a secular nature to be 
deemed.2 missionary agency? Christian 
developments in Japan startle one by their 
novelty. The Japanese have as a rule little 
respect. for any kind af ‘dogma, “and we 
overselves have heard in five minutes sen- 
tences full enough of heresy to make 
JQHN CALVIN and CHARLES WESLEY turn 
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in their graves. Inyo country in the world 
ig the soil so unsuitable for the trans- 
plantation of Western Christian dogmas. 
In thousands of instances, as is well 


known to foreigners thoroughly versed : 


in Japanese and well acquainted - with the 


native mind, when the missionary sup-. 


poses that the right form of belief has been 
adopted, it is subsequently discovered 
that something entirely different is in the 
mind of the Christian convert. Herculean, 
indeed, is the task of teaching Christian 
dogma to one of the most anti-dogmatic 
nations ¢ on the face of the earth. 
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MISSIONARY SCHOOLS IN $APAN. 
—————_¢—_____ 

A vernacular journal announces that the 
schools in Japan conducted under the auspices 
of the various mission boards, are to be 
reorganized on the basis of the Government 
Middle Schools, thereby giving lads educated 
in them a chance of passing on to the Higher 
Middle and Higher Commercial Schools. 
Hitherto in these mission institutions the 
study of foreign languages has obtained un- 
necessary prominence, to the exclusion of 


subjects more particularly set for Japanese’ 


scholars in other schools. This has had a 
crippling effect upon candidates who sought to 
gain admission to higher collegiate establish- 
ments, while the decline in the study of English 
has also tended to bring about a decrease in the 
prosperity of missionary schools. These causes 
have led to the remodelling of the curriculum 
of all the schools of the Canadian Mission at 
Azabu, Tokyo, some in Tsukiji and elsewhere, 
aud the alteration has produced apparently satis- 
factory results in every case. The following mis- 
sion school statistics for 1894 are given in 
the Shukyo, a cosmopolitan religious monthly, 
published in Tokyo :—The number of schools 
under the control of Protestant denominations 
established for purposes of general education, 
was 174, of which 20 were boys’ boarding 
schools, 50 girls, boarding schools, and 103 for 
day pupils. The number of theological schools 
was 20, with 353 students. The number of 
female mission schools's5, with 176 attendants. 
Of schools controlled by Roman Catholics, the 
uumber of primary institutions, was 43, attended 
by 2,825 pupils. The number of seminaries, 1, 
attended by 44 pupils. The number of girls’ 
schools, 3, attended by 130 pupils; number of 
higher schools, 2, attended by 154 students. 


THE NEW fAPANESE PRAYER 
BOuR. 
a 
The Rev. T.S. Tyng, as quoted by The Spirit 
of Foreign Missions, writes thus with reference 
to the new Japanese Prayer Book :— 


The Prayer Rook previously in use was founded! upon 
those of the English and American Churches, and con- 
tained nearly everything to be found in that part of these 
books which precedes the Psalter. The new book is a 
revision of this old translation, with the addition of the 
Ordinal and the services for the institution of a minister 
and for the consecration of a church, together with an 

appendix containing rules for the shortening of the ser- 
mi Ai family prayers (transferred from the former book), 
and services for the Emperor’s birthday, fur harvest 
thanksgiving, of intercession for missions, for the ad- 
mission of catechumens, and for the licensing of a catechist 
or evangelist. A few minor changes in the substance of 
the book were made by the Synod acting upon the report 
of a special c.mmittee. 

Our committee had to do only with the literary form. 
As to this may say that it is, as compared with the 
former bvok, practically a new translation from the 
English, or in some ceases from the original Latin or 
Greek. As to its merits, | cannot speak impartiatly. So 
far as I have heard, it has been well received by the 
Japanese Christians. One student, speaking to a friend 
of mine, expressed his idea of its difference from the 
former translation by saying that it was not seiyo kusai ' 
had no western bad odour about it), i.¢., was free fom. 
oreign idioms. While we should not dieam for a moment 
of comparing its style with the noble English. of our own 
Prayer Book, we have spared no effort to make it clearly 
intelligible to any one of the same degree of intelligence 
as would be sutiicient for the understanding of the bouk 
in its English form, and I venture to hope that we have 
had a fair measure of success, 
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THE FENNER CELEBRATION. 
——__>__—__ 

The following is the speech of Sir Ernest 
Satow, Het Majesty’s Minister, at the Jeriner 
Celebration, held at Ueno Park, on Thursday 
week :— 

Mr. President and Gentlemen :—In response to 
your invitation to be present at the celebration of 
the centenary of my countryman, Dr. Jennet’s, 
discovery of vaccination, I have great pleasure in 
addressing a few words to you. In thanking you 
for this tribute to his memory, I propose in a few 
imperfect words to give an account of that dis- 
covery and thus lend my poor aid to the success of 
today’s ceremony. 

In former times when small-pox raged in all 
countries, scarcely one, from Sovereign to peasant, 
eseaped the danger of infection in childhood. 
Those who were unfortunate enough to suffer from 
a severe attack of the disease, in spite of the 
efforts of physicians and the tender care of parents, 
frequently succumbed. Of those who were lucky 
enough to escape with their lives, some went 
blind, others lost their hearing, not a few became 
cripples. Parents beheld their beloved offspring 
turned into objects hideous to the eye, or maimed 
and deformed and useless for the rest of their 
lives. Pity was excited by the sad fate of those 
who were victims to this most terrible enemy of 
nations. 

It is about a century and a half since the Eng- 
lishman Jenner was born in a remote country 
district in the west of England. When sixteen 
or seventeen years of age he began to study me- 
dicine under a local practitioner, and it was here 
that his curiosity was excited by hearing a milk- 
‘maid say that as she had had cow-pox, she had 
no fear of smalkpox. Doubting the truth of 
this story, he paid no attention to it at the time, 
but when later on he went up to London and be- 
came a pupil of the celebrated surgeon, John 
Hunter, he repeated it to his teacher and to 
other leading medical men, who one and all 
treated it with scorn as a tale without founda- 
tion. At the age of four-and-twenty Jenner 
returned to his native place, and entered upon the 
practice of medicine. He instituted inquiry into 
the truth of the milkmaid’s statement. As you 
all are aware, gentlemen, at that time the practice 
of inoculation was in vogue asa protection against 
small-pox. Jenner found that there were persons 
who proved insensible to inoculation, and asce:- 
tained that they were such as had obtained ime 
munity through a previous attack of cow-pox. 
Continuing the experiments, he finally inoculated 
a boy with cow-pox, on this very day a hundred 
years back, and when the pustules were healed, 
tried to inoculate him with small-pox. But it 
did wot take. In this manner he obtained in- 
disputable proof of the fact, and from this moment 
the practice of vaccination became established. 
Jenner was a man of simple character, indifferent 
to wealth and honours. He remained in his coun- 
try home, cesisting all efforts made to induce him 
to quit it for the capital. He was altogether devoid 
of ambition, a character of whom there are few 
specimens in history. I have been told that the 
practice of vaccination was introduced into Japan 
some forty or fifty years ago by the late Dr. Siebold, 
who then resided at Nagasaki. Then it spread 
to other parts of the country, and was brought to 
Yedo, where Dr. ‘lotsuke and others imparted it 
to the people, obtaining excellent results. From 
that time onward, in times of epidemic, those who 
have been vaccinated escape, and belief in it 
spreading, it gradually came to be practised in 
most towns and cities. It was, however, not until 
after the Restoration of 1868, that the Govern- 
ment, turning its attention to the matter, took 
measures to diffuse a wider knowledge, until vac- 
cination came to be practised all over the country, 
a result in great measure due to the efforts of the 
gentlemen whom I see here to-day. 

Jenner was sent into the world by Providence 
to mitigate the sufferings Ihave spoken of, not for 
England alone, but for Japan as well. It is with 
the highest satisfaction, therefore, that I find my- 
self here to day at this great assembly which you 
have organized for the purpose of testifying your 
respect for his memory, and your gratitude for 
the great work which he performed, to testify in 
these few and imperfect words to the sympathy 
with which I associate myself with the present 
proceedings. 


Baron Surgeon-General Ishigaro, referred 
in culogistic terms to the inestimable benefits 
conferred on mankind by the famous discovery 
of the eminent Englishman. Vaccination 
was introduced in Japan in 1849 by a Dutch 
physician, but it was some years before the 
practice took root in the Empire, the pioneers of 
the system meeting with many difficulties and 


much annoying obstruction. In 1870, when 
Baron Ishiguro and Dr. Hasegawa Tai were 
managers of the Medical College in the Im- 
perial University, the Government secured the 
services of a medical professor from Ger- 
many, and students were sent up from the 
provinces to fake up a course of study under 
him. Unfortunately, the breaking out of the 
Franco-German war prevented the German 
specialist from arriving in Japan at the pro- 
mised date, the German Government requiring 
the services of all their medical men at home. 
Visits of enquiry to the German Legation elicit- 
ed no information tending to raise a hope of 
a speedy fulfilment of the professor's con- 
tract, but on one occasion the First Secretary 
gave Dr. Ishiguro a German medical treatise 
relating to vaccination that has since proved of 
great value to Japan. Mr. Shiba Yeiji tran- 
slated this treatise from the German original, 
and from it the faculty of the University gathered 
that a mixture of glycerine and vaccine pus 
: Hadad facilitated the process of vaccination. 

he paper, however, did not give details of the 
relative proportions of glycerine and pus, but 
Dr. Ishiguro taking a shot at a venture, made 
up a mixture of three parts glycerine and one 
part pus. Fortunately he was not far beyond 
the mark, as subsequent investigations proved. 
In concluding his speech the Surgeon-General 
said that Japan owed a deep debt of gra- 
titude to Jenner, the Englishmen, to the un- 
named Dutch physician, and to the German 
Secretary of Legation, now Consul-General at 
Bangkok, for the immunity it now enjoys from 
the dreadful ravages of small-pox. 





—_— 


FUNERAL OF LIEUT.-COM. ADAIR. 





At half-past eight o'clock on Tuesday firing 
parties, mourning detachments, and most of the 
officers of H.M. ships now in port—Alacrity, 
Edgar, Pigmy, and Swift—were landed at the 
Naval depdt to take part in the faneral services 
accorded the remains of Lieut.-Commander 
Adair, who came by his end in such a shocking 
manner on board H.M.S. Pigmy on Monday. 
Fully three hundred men were mugtered from 
the British ships; and the French flagship 
Bayard and the cruiser Js/y also sent some 
officers to pay a last token of respect to the 
deceased. Several British and French Consular 
officials were also present. The first part of the 
Burial Service was conducted at the Royal 
Naval Hospital. Then the Zdgar's band head- 
ed the procession to the Cemetery, playing the 
“Funeral March” of Beethoven. They were 
followed by the coffin, bearing many lovely 
wreaths, while an officer bore the deceased 
Commander’s hat and sword. The very im- 
pressive ceremonies at the Cemetery con: 
cluded with the customary three volleys over 
the grave. 








COST OF THE FIRST FORMOSA 
EXPEDITION. — 


eT ae oe y 
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The Zaiyo observes that the first expedition 
sent by Japan to Formosa was managed with 
great ecomony. Marquis (then simply Major- 
General) Saigo was in command. The troops 
aggregated 3,658, and were carried in 13 trans- 
ports escorted by 5 men-of-war. They set out 
in March, 1874, and retarned to Kobe on 
December 24th of the same year. The total 
outlay involved was 3,618,059 yen. 

Another war financially referred to by the same 
magazine is the Kagoshima insurrection of 1877. 
It commenced im February and lasted until 
October. More than ten men-of-war took part 
in the operations against the insurgents, and 
the troops employed by the Govetnihent in the 
fighting line consisted of 52,200 regulars, 600 
militia, and 10,000 police, or 62,800 in all. In 
addition to these, reserves of various arms were 
called out, aggregating 63,200 men, and a police 
force of 5,700 constables was despatched from 
Tokyo to Kumamoto, Kagoshima and Shikoku. 


The total expense was 41 560,000 yen. 
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ACCIDENT IN TOKYO. 
on 


Our readers will learn with regret that a 


‘gomewhat serious accident happened to Mrs. 


Sannomiya on Monday. She was riding ina 
carriage belonging to the Imperial House- 
hold, accompanied by Miss Kagawa, one of 
the Court Ladies, and in the immediate 
vicinity of the Household Department the 
vebicle was overturned, owing.to one of the 
wheels coming into contact with a kerb-stone. 
It was aclosed carriage, but happily the wit- 
dows were open, otherwise the resulis must 
have been even more serious than they were. 
The ladies were thrown partially trom the win- 
dow, and Miss Kagawa, who was underneath, 
had her arm badly hurt. Mrs. Sannomiya’s 
injuries were confined to the left side of her face 
and head, but though of a most painful cha- 
racter, are not serious, and will probably be 
quite healed in ten days of a fortnight. Both 
ladies, after having received temperary medical 
treatment at the Household Department, were 
carried home the same evening in litters boat, 
ag previously stated. Miss Kagawa's injuries 
are not ag severe as was Ofiginally reported. 
Her arm was fractured near the wrist, and 
an operation to remove splinters of bone has 
been successfully performed by Dr. Scriba, 
that most skilful surgeon. It is not imprebadle, 
we gather, that another operation of the same 
kind may be necessary, but, according to 
present appeatances, amputation is likely to be 
avoided, 

etn tet A 

RAILWAY TRAVAL BETWEEN 
EUROPE AND FAPAN. 


—_———_ &—__——- 

A St. Petersburg correspondent of Der Osta- 
siatische Lloyd gives the following interesting 
account of the consequences that will be pro- 
duced apon travel between the Far East and 
Earope by the Siberian Railway :—~ 


The Siberian line from Tscheljabrask, the western 
terminus to Viadivostock, will have a length of 7,122 
wersts (7,587 kilometers). The direction which the 
branch to the Yellow Sea will take is not definitely 
decided upon, but the total distance from ‘I'schelja- 
binsk to the Yellow Sea will anyhow be shorter than to 
Viadivostock. The distance from Moscow to T'schel-. 
jabinsk is 1,973 wersts, from St. Petersburg to Moscow 
604 wersts. ‘The entire distance from Viadivostock 
to Mescow will consequently be 9,085 and to St. 
Petersburg vid Moscow 9,689 wersts (10,338 kilome- 
ters). The distance from Viadivostock vid Moscow 
direct to the various Prussian and Austri-Hungarian 
frontier places will be f0,300 to 10,400 wersts. 
Russia has, since December £894, introduced a new 
tariff. ‘The charge on the first 1,510 wersts for the 
3rd class is 10 roubles 80 kopeks, sécond class 16 
roubles 20 kopeks, and sst class 27 roubles. After 
the first 1,510 wersts the calculation by zones of 50 
wersts commences, the charge being 20 kopeks for 
3rd, 30 for and, and 50 kopeks for ist class. The 
journey from Vladivostock to Moscow will therefore 
cost by third class 41 roubles 20 kepeks (90.60 
marks), by second class 61 roubles 8 kopeks (135.90 
marks), ahd by rst class 103 (226.50 marks). If we 
reckon 30 wersts per hour the journey from Viadi- 
vostock to Moscow will take 303 hours, or 12 days 
and 15 hours, and as the Express trains run 40 wersts, 
only 9 days 11 hours. With an eventual speed of so 
wersts per hour the trip will take only 7 days and 34 
hours. The tickets from Vladivostock to Moscow 
hold good for 23 days and in consequence the journey 
can so far be made ad libttum, if we compare these 
charges and length of time with the hitherto ex. 
clusively employed steamer routes trom Western 
Europe to Eastern Asia vid Suez Canal, or across the 
Atlantic Ocean, on the American Pacific lines and 
the Pacific Ocean, the enormous advantages of the 
Siberian line become evident. The quickest possible 
trip from London to Yokohama, via Brindisi, and 
from there by steamer through the Suez Canal round 
Southern Asia takes at least 38 days, in ten days less 
Yokohama can be reached across the Atlantic Ocean 
(8 days) to Quebec, by the Canadian Pacific line (© 
days) and the Pacific Ocean (14 days) or in all a8 
days. From Bremerhaven to Shanghai takes at least 
47 @ays, and from Marseilles to Yokohama 40 days. 
‘Time is furthermore lost by the fact, that the steamers 
only run at certain intervals, while the Railway trains 
start every day, which will be a matter of importance 
for the man of business, whose motto is ‘time is 
money,” and forthe mail. Bremerhaven to Shanghat 
costs by 1st class 1,570 marks, 2nd class 950 and 3rd 
class 440 marks, Marseilles to Yokohama ist class 
1,476 marks and 2nd class 600 Marks. The Siberian 
Railway will therefore on account of speed and cheap- 
ness become of enormous importance, and the fact 
that Russia exclusively rales this grand route of com. 
munication will beof incalculable political significance, 
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KOREAN FACTIONS. MOSQUITOES AND 1HE PROPAGA- | THE GERMAN REVISED TREATY. 
Soe te TION OF DISEASE. aw 


Korea is a land of many factions. A corre- 
spondent o 6, writing wWewrsoul, gives 
a partial list of the most important. First 
among them is the ruling faction, now headed 
by Li Pom-chin= ost important influence 
directing affairs of State at present—the Bro- 
These 
men are not on good terms with one another, 
self-interest alone inducing them to “ pull to- 
gether,” and since the support they expected 
from Russia has uot been forthcoming, they are 
much put to it to devise schemes for maintain- 
ing their position. The next faction of import- 
ant is the pro-Japanese, or progressive, party. 
Foremost among them are the ex-Ministers of 
Home Affairs, War, and Justice, and a 
host of other men of note of the younger 
generation, and friends of the late Premier. 
The ex-Minister of Foreign Affairs, who was 
so unjustly suspected of having betrayed his 
colleagues to the Li Pom.chin faction, has also 
strong leanings towards favouring their ideas, 
but has not openly declared himself their ad- 
herent. If anything, the Prince-Parent—the 
Tai Wén-kun—may be said to guard the in- 
terests of their faction, so that in influence it is 
the most powerful combination among political 
circles in Korea. But at present there is no 
personage of sufficient ability or weight of 
influence to lead it, and mach of its power is 
frittered away through lack of proper manage- 
ment. The next faction of any influence includes 
in its ranks Mr. So Tai-phil, editor of the Korean 
Independeni—better known to foreigners as Dr. 
Philip Jaisobn, having been educated and having 
pratlised Occidental medicine in the United 
States, whence he bat recently returned—Kim 
Kachin, the Chief of the Police Board, and a 
few others. Theseregard Pak Yong-ho as their 
leader, and they have urged him—with apparent 
success—to return to Korea. Once back in his 
own country, they are confident Prince Pak 
will soon be re-instated im the Cabinet. An- 
other faction—once the most powerful of 
any in the Kingdom—is that of the Min. 
This is now assuming an attitude of indirect 
hostility to the Cabinet now in power. When 
steps were taken to overthrow the Kim 
Cabinet, it was secretly arranged between the 
Min and the Li Pdm-chin faction that a coali- 
tion Cabinet should be formed. Li Pom-chin, 
however, when he found himself in power, 
treacherously abandoned his allies and exiled 
Min Tong-chin on a flimsy pretext. Since that 
time the relations between the two parties 
have necessarily been strained, and the veiled 
hostility of the Min only waits a suitable 
opportunity to be openly declared. The Min 
number some able men among them, Min 
Yong-chu having no equal, since the death of 
Kim Hong-chu, with regard to prestige and in- 
fluence. Of course all the factions outside the 
Government are plotting for its overthrow, but 
as they refuse to coalesce for this purpose, 
the Government maintains its precarious posi- 
tion by playing one off against the other. 


FAPANESE NAVAL ITEMS. 
—- > 


The six 15-centimetre Krupp guns on the 
upper deck of the Nanitwa Kan have been 
changed for the same number of new-pattern 
quick-firing Armstrongs of equal calibre. 


The Chuo says that great efforts are being 
made to expedite the various additions to the 
strength of Japan’s Navy, now in hand. Thus 
the Suma Xan, which is being constracted at 
Yokosuka, is expected to be ready for service 
during the present month, and the Chinyen— 
originally Chenyuen—the repairs of which were 
at first expected to take until the end of the 
year, will be finished, it is said, some time in 
August. Moreover, the /ujé and the Vashkima, 
which were to have been ready for sea by 
March and December of 1897, respectively, 
will be completed, the former by the end of the 
current year and the latter by next March. 
Thus the Spring of 1897 will see Japan’s Navy 
increased by 35,000 tons in round numbers. 





——_—__.@—_. 

For many years there has been a shrewd suspi- 
cion that mosquitoes act as agents for propagat- 
ing disease. Why should they not, indeed, seeing 
that they suck the blood of the sick as well as 
of the hale and that each female of these little 
pests—the male is too much of a gentleman to 
be a blood-sucker—becomes a nidus of poison- 
ous parasites. A scientific demonstration of the 
fact has now been given by Dr. Patrick Manson, 
before the Royal College of Physicians. It ap- 
pears that the sole object of the female mosquito 
in life is to fill herself with blood. That done, she 
quits her shelter, alights on the surface of the 
water, deposits her eggs, dies, and finds a grave 
beside them. Their mother’s body and their 
own cast-off skins are among the first things 
that the young mosquitoes eat, and from these 
edibles they turn to their neighbours’ exuviz, 
so that whatever bacteria find their way into the 
body of one mosquito become eventually scat- 
tered through the bodies of several others. 
Thus the bacteria spread from pool to pool and 
are scattered broad-cast about the country. 
Dr. Manson thus describes the subsequent 
processes :-— 


We can readily understand how the mosquito- 
bred plasmodium may be swallowed by man in water 
as SO many disease germs are, and we can readily 
understand how it may be inhaled in dust. Mosquito- 
haunted pools dry up. ‘Ihe plasmodia in the larvz, 
and those that have been scattered about in the water, 
finding themselves stranded by the drought; and so 
placed in a condition unfavourable for development, 
pass into a resting stage, just as they do when by 
quinine or other means man is rendered temporarily 
unsuited for their active life. . . The dried 
sediment of the pool, blown about by winds and cur- 
rents of air, is inhaled by man, and so the plasmodium 
may find its way back again to the host from whom 
its ancestors had, perhaps, started generations back. 
1 would conjecture that on entering man and on 
entering the larval mosquito it develops into a flagel- 
lated spore into which it develops in the mosquito’s 
stomach. In this way it would be enabled to penetrate 
the mucous surfaces and get into the human blood.cell. 
Many mosquitoes die without getting to water; all 
male mosquitoes die without seeking water. They 
may die tar from water, blown away, as we know 
mosquitoes are, by high winds. The bodies of such 
mosquitoes fallin time on the soil and decompose. 
The parasites they contained pass into the resting 
stage, and in this form they ‘also may be carried into 
the air by currents, or be blown about as dust, or be 
shaken out by man when he disturbs the soil. In 
this way the plasmodium may find a route back to 
man again. In this way, too, we may explain the 
occurrence of those cases of malaria which apparently, 
though not really, are unconnected with swamp or 
stagnant water. Such is my view of the life-history of 
the malaria parasite, and the réle of the mosquito 
with regard to it, and of the process by which man 
becomes infected. 








LIAOTUNG AGAIN. 
—_——___o_—__—_——_- 

The question of the retrocession of Liaotung 
is becoming a little stale, but our readers will 
assuredly be interested to hear the views ex- 
pressed on the subject by Major-General 
Tachimi, for that distinguished officer's opinion 
conveys, 80 far as our experience goes, a very 
clear idea of the sentiments entertained by the 
most intelligent and thoughtful Japanese. The 
Major-General has not a word to say in extenua- 
tion of the injustice of Japan’s being compelled 
by a union of three Great European Powers to 
surrender territory fairly won in war. None 
can feel that more keenly than do the military 
class, he says, and never to the end of time 
will the people of Japan forget the wrong then 
done to them. _Bat there is another aspect of 
the question ; an aspect that must not be lost 
sight of. Had Japan been left in undisturbed 
possession of the fruits of her victories, there is 
only too much reason to fear that her people 
would have been carried away by self-suffi- 
ciency, and would have forgotten that to be strong 
vis-a-vis China is one thing, and to be strong 
vis-a-vis a European Power is another and a 
totally different thing. Nothing more conducive 
to the country’s solid progress could have 
happened than that this fact should have been 
brought home to the mind of the nation by a 
striking object lesson. 
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The text of the revised Treaty with Germany 
has reached Tokyo, but as it has to be return- 
ed to Berlin, where ratifications will be ex- 
changed, and as publication can not take place 
until after the exchange, the public must be 
content to wait some time before seeing it. 
Meanwhile, we are in position to assure our 
readers of the correctness of the statements made 
in these columns at the time when Reuter sent 
a misleading telegram to the effect that reserva- 
tions had been made in the matter of Consular 
Jurisdiction. There are no such reservations. 
Reuter’s agents were evidently misled by the fact 
that the Treaty is accompanied by a Consular 
Convention, which is not the case with the Bri- 
tish Treaty, Great Britain not being in the habit 
of concluding such conventions. 

The negotiation of the revised Treaty with 
France is said to be now proceeding rapidly, 
a document will doubtless be soon con- 
claded. 








TONKIN. 
—_——________ 
The correspondent of the China Masl, writing 
from Hanoi under date April 26th, says :-— 


The situation in Tonkin at the present moment’ 
is most serious. A terrible famine, which theatens 
to plunge the most prosperous portions of the 
country into the direst misery for many years, just 
when the Colony is on the point of entering on a 
new era of prosperity, is desolating Tonkin. Lag 
year the rainfall was meagre, and in consequence 
the harvest has been a failure. The Aunamite at 
the best of times is improvident, living from hand 
to mouth and putting aside very little rice asa 
provision for times of scarcity. It is not be won- 
dered at, therefore, that the natives throughout 
the whtole of the country are in the most miserable 
condition, It is reported that mothers are offering 
their children for sale for a few cents, and in 
Hanoi even only the other day a mother offered 
to sell her three #hos (infants) for eight cents, pre- 
ferring to hand them over to a European rather 
than see them perish from hunger in her aris! 
In the towns everywhere the streets are crowded 
by natives who have come in from the provinces 
to beg for rice. It is not so bad in the towns, but 
in the country the state of affairs is awful. The ine 
habitants immigrate from districts en masse. In 
the provinces of Sontay (in the North), Bace 
Ninh, and Hung: Yen this exodus is most marked. 
Where do all these famished people go is a natural 
enough question. As I have already indicated 
to you some of the people reach the cities to beg 
for sustenance; the remainde:—. Well, they are 
going about pillaging and perpetrating acts of the 
grossest violence. 

Rice has attained a fabulous price. I am told 
that at Lang-Son the price has gone up to $5.20 a 
picul—what will it cost in two or three months 
hence? The Chinese monopolists, as you may im- 
agine, recognise that this is their opportunity, and 
have already indicated a disposition to form aft 
sorts of syndicates for buying up the first crops. 
These combinations are of such a nature that i the 
Government does not take steps to prevent this ac- 
tion of the monopolists there is every likelihood 
of the misery throughout the country being pro- 
longed even beyond the next harvest. I under- 
stand that steps are being taken, however, to 
mitigate the suffering. Already, the Governor- 
General has sent to Cochin-China for nine hun 
dred tons of rice, valued at $39,000, which will be 
forwarded to the provinces where the famine is fet 
most acutely, the expenditure to be repaid by the 
provinces in two years. M. Rousseau has also 
subscribed $900 and the Secretary General, M. 
Fourés, $300, and a public subscription has been 
opened by the newspapers in Tonkin for the 
benefit of the starving, and various Societies have 
announced their intention to hold entertainments 
in aid of the Famine Fund. This may be succes- 
ful in assuaging the difficulties of the moment; 
but it will effect no permanent amelioration, Ina 
spite of the recent loan of 80,000,000 francs the 
coffers of the Protectorate are empty. Should 
cholera break out vitulently, or any similar epide- 
mic, which is not at ali improbable, then it will be 
a veritable calamity. Already several cases of 
the terrible scourge have been reported from the 
provinces where the famine has been felt most 
severely, Ifthe cholera gets a little headway it 
will have a disastrous effect upon the miserable 
native population. 

You will see from the facts I have stated above 
that at the present moment Tonkin is in a most 
terrible plight, 
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ELECTRIC TRAMS FOR TOKYO. 
———_—_—__-_—_>______—_ 

It is stated by the vernacular press that the 
long-talked-of project of electric tramways in 
Tokyo is about to become a practical reality. 
The projectors are Messrs. Yoshida Kosaku, 
Hoshi Toru, and more than sixty other men of 
substance. The horse tramway company’s 
charter having still some years to run, it be- 
comes necessary for the electric tram company 
to confine its enterprise to districts where horse 
trams do not exist. Hence they purpose laying 
one line through Maruno-uchi, Shiba and Shina- 
gawa; another from Hongo to Itabashi, and a 
third from Hongo to Fukagawa. Kerosene oil 
motors are to be used, and itis calculated that con- 
sumption will be five ge (0.902 litres) per mile. 
It is certainly most regrettable that some arrange- 
ment cannot be made with the horse tram 
company, so as to bring the whole of Tokyo 
within the range of the electric system, for the 
use of ponies to draw heavy tram-cars and the 
execrable state of the streets through which the 
lines run are veritable eye-sores in Tokyo. 








ENGLISH RAILWAYPFS. 
——_+_—___—___ — 

It can not be uninteresting to our readers, 
especially the Japanese section of them, to read 
a few figures about English Railways. From a 
speech recently delivered by Sir Charles Scotter, 
General Manager of the London and South- 
Western Railway Company, we take the fol- 
lowing extract :— 


Sir Charles mentioned that thirty-five years ago 
he was a station-master himself, and stated that 
there are 380 station-masters on the company’s 
system, and that Mr. Hilditch at Waterloo has 
under his charge quite a little army: 37 parcels 
clerks, 25 booking clerks, 11 telegrapty clerks, 
19 inspectors, and 504 porters, shunters, cleaners, 
and other men, so that about 600 men were per- 
manently engaged in carrying on the work at 
Waterloo Station alone. There the busiest days 
last year were the Saturday before Whit-week and 
Whit-Monday; and on the Saturday 945 trains, 
and on the Monday 895 trains passed im and out 
of Waterloo Station in the twenty-four hours, and 
that without the slightest accident of any kind or 
description, During the last five years the South- 
Western had carried 285 millions of people, aud 
during that time they had never killed a single 
passenger. Last year they cartied on the South- 
Western 62,000,000 people, and during the last 
five years the passenger traffic had increased at 
the rate of 2,000,000 a year. 


Nine hundred and eighty-five trains in 24 hours 
means an average of more than a train every 
minute and a half. We may mention that 
Waterloo is the principal Station of the London 
and South-Western Railway. The line is gor} 
miles long with the 4 ft. 84 inch guage. There 
are 649 engines, 3,346 passenger carriages, 
10,315 wagons, 775 horses, 545 road vehicles 
and 23 steamers. Itruns through an agricultural 
district, and two-thirds of the receipts are for 
passenger, one-third for the goods, traffic. The 
yearly receipts aggregate about four million 
pounds sterling. Yet this railway ranks as a 
second-class road only. The first-class lines 
are the London and North-Western, the South- 
Western, the Midland, and the North-Eastern, 
each of which has a revenue of nine millions 
sterling approximately. Railways having a 
revenue of four millions constitute the second 
class. There are six of them. The remainder 
are included in the third-class. 


A grand religious service was held at Sen- 
dai on the 20th instant in memary of deceased 
soldiers, Lieut.-General Baron Nogi, Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Second Army Division, 
and others read messages of condolence. The 
ceremony was participated in by over 800 Bud- 
dhist priests, and over 10,000 persons, includ- 
ing the Governors of the neighbouring Prefec- 
tures, the relatives of the ill-fated men, and 
residents, were present. The Japan Railway 
Co. ran special trains, and carried visitors at 
half price. A large number of spectators were 
conveyed to the town from adjacent districts. 






































Google 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


THE BUSINESS MEN OF KIUSHIU. 
—___@-———- 

The leading business men of Kiashiu held a 
meeting iv Kumamoto on the 3rd instant and 
considered various questions. There had long 
been on the /apis a discussion as to the feasi- 
bility of effecting absolute uniformity in the 
measures of cubic capacity, the /awara and the 
masu, throughout the Nine Provinces. But on 
coming to debate the matter, the meeting found 
such difficulty in securing a concensus of opinion 
that they decided to postpone the problem until 
the next assembly. A resolution was then 
adopted providing that steps should be taken to 
make the open ports of Kiushiu places of call 
for mail steamers. In accordance with a deci- 
sion adopied at the first meeting of this Busi- 
ness Men's Association, petitions were presented 
last session to both Houses of the Diet asking 
that two ports in Kiushiu be opened to foreign 
trade and that a commercial school be establish- 
ed in the island. These petitions not having 
yet secured any practical result, the advisability 
of forwarding them again was discussed at the 
meeting, but it being understood that the Go- 
vernment had both projects under favourable 
consideration, no further step was taken. 
Finally a proposal to invite Counts Matsukata 
and Okuma and Mr. Kusumoto, President of 
the House of Representatives, to speak at an 
extraordinary meeting of the Association was 
temporarily negatived. 
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THE SILTING-UP OF THE PEIHO. 
See eee 
Referring to that old-standing and constantly 
growing evil, the silting-up of the Peiho River 
bed, the Peking and Tientsin Timses writes :— 


The trade of ‘Tientsin, particularly the steamer traf- 
fic, is increasing by leaps and bounds. During this 
week no less than 20 steamers at one time were patient- 
ly waiting their turn for lightering at Taku. An un- 
precedented amount of cargo is arriving and threatens 
to glut and choke all existing channels of transporta- 
tion. ‘Transhipment to tugs and lighters at Taku is 
most costly work, and the ‘ug and Lighter Company 
cannot overtake the amount. Many hundreds of 
thousands of Taels are simply wasted in a single year 
like the present through the stoppage of the river, 
business is seriously interrupted, and the large pro- 
mise of this fast growing eand extending settlement— 
the gateway to Peking, the great emporium and sea- 
mart for the exhaustless produce of North China and 
Mpngolia—is being clouded at its dawn. We credit 
the Chinese authorities here with the will, and we hope 
they will have the wisdom and the enterprise to meet 
the emergency 
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MR. RAYMOND BLATHWAYFT. 
EEA aay Ca 
Care has been taken, we- observe, to provide 
a means of disceunting anything that the special 
correspondent of the London Daily News may 
happen to write in favour of Japan. He is 
said to have been the recipient of such lavish 
Japanese hospitality in Tokyo that his moral fibre 
must have yielded, and like others subjected 
at other times to the same narcotic, he is al- 
leged to have composed his correspondence in a 
condition of charmed hallucination. The funny 
point about this is that, during his stay of about 
a month in Japan, Mr. Raymond Blathwayt 
never received the smallest fragment of Japan- 
ese hospitality. We believe ourselves correct 
in saying that he was not once invited within a 
Japan residence, whether official or private, 
Thus the falsehood that he was narcotized by 
interested kindness simply typifies the character 
of some of our Yokohama critics, who find itim- 
possible to conceive that anything can be said 
or written publicly without some mean motive 
underlying it. Strange that these folks fail to 
perceive how plainly they indite their our mo- 
rality between every line of their comments on 
men and things. 








THE IMP#RIAL BABY. 
—_—___@—____—- 

It is notified by the Imperial Household 
Department that the Imperial Princess born a 
few days ago is be called Toshi-ko, and that her 
tile wili be Yasu-no-miya. 
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TREATY OF COMMERCE AND NAVI- 
GATION BETWEEN f¥APAN AND 
DENMARK. 


—____—_—_—_————- 


SIGNED AT COPENHAGEN, IQTH DAY OF THB 
IOTH MONTH, 28TH YBAR OF MBIJ1. 


His Majesty the Emperor of Japan and His 
Majesty the King of Denmark, being equally 
desirous of maintaining the relations of good 
understanding which happily exist between them, 
by extending and increasing the intercourse be- 
tween theic respective States, and being convince 
ed that this object cannot better be accomplished 
than by revising the Treaties hitherto existing be- 
tween the two countries, have resolved to complete 
such a revision based upon principles of equity 
and mutual benefit, and for that purpose, have 
named as their Plenipotentiaries, that is to say: 
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, Akabane 
Shiro, Fugos [Shogoi] fifth class of the Imperial 
Order of the Sacred Treasure, His Majesty’s 
Minister Resident at the Royal Danish Court, and 
His Majesty the King of Denmark, Kjeld Thor 
Tage Otto Baron Reedtz Thott, Commander of 
Danebrog and Danebrogsmand, His Majesty’s 
Chamberlain, President of the Council of the Mini- 
sters and Minister for Foreign Affairs, etc., etc. 5 

Who, after having communicated to each otier 
their full powers, found to be in good and due 
form, have agreed upon and concluded the follow- 
ing Articles = 


Art. I.—The subjects of each of the two High 
Contracting Parties shall have full liberty to 
enter, travel, or reside in any part of the territories 
of the other Contracting Party, and shall enjoy full 
and perfect protection for their persons and pro- 

erty. 

j They shall have free and easy access to the 
Courts of Justice in pursuit and defence of their 
rights, they shall be at liberty equally with native 
subjects to choose and employ lawyers, advocates, 
and representatives to pursue and defend their 
rights before such Courts, and in all other matters 
connected with the administration of justice they 
shall enjoy all the rights and privileges enjoyed by 
native subjects. 

In whatever relates to rights of residence and 
travel; to the possession of goods and effects of 
any kind; to the successsion to personal estate, by 
will or otherwise, and the disposal of property of 
any sortand in any manner whatsoever which 
they may lawfully acquire, the subjects of each 
Contracting Party shall enjoy in the territories of 
the other the same privileges, liberties, and rights, 
and shall be subjected to no higher imposts or 
charges in these respects than native subjects, 
or subjects or citizens of the most favoured 
nation, The subjects of each of the Contract- 
ing Parties shall enjoy in the territories of the 
other entire liberty of conscience, and subject to 
the laws, ordinances, and regulations, shall enjoy 
the right of ptivate or public exercise of their 
worship, and also the right of burying their re- 
spective countrymen according to their religious 
customs, in such suitable and convenient places 
as may be established and maintained for that 
purpose. 

They shall not be compelled, under any pretext 
whatsoever, to pay any charges or taxes other oc 
higher than those that are, or may be paid by 
native subjects, or subjects or citizens of the most 
favoured nation. 

The subjects of either of the Contracting Parties 
residing in the territories of the other shall be 
exempted from all compulsory military service 
whatsoever, whether in the army, navy, national 
guard, or militia; from all contributions imposed 
in tiew of personal service; and from all forced 
loans or military exactions or contributions. 


Art. Il.-»There shall be reciprocal freedom of 
commerce and navigation between the dominions 
of the two High Contracting Parties. 

The subjects of each of the Contracting Parties 
may trade in any part of the dominions of the 
other by wholesale or retail in all kinds of pro- 
duce, manufactures, and merchandize of lawful 
commerce, either in person or by agents, singly 
or in partnerships with foreigners or native sub- 
jects; and they may there own or hire and occu- 
py houses and warehouses, and lease land for 
residential and commercial purposes, conforming 
themselves to the laws, police, and customs regu- 
lations of the country like native subjects. 

‘They shall have liberty freely to come with their 
ships and cargoes to all places, ports, and rivers 
n the territories of the other, which are or may 
be opened to foreign commerce, and shall enjoy, 
respectively, the same treatment in matlers of 
commerce and navigation as native subjects, 
without having to pay taxes, imposts, or duties, 
of whatever nature or under whatever denomina- 
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tion levied in the name or for the profit of the 
Government, public functionaries, private indivi- 
duals, corporations, or establishments of any 
kind, other or greater than those paid by native 
subjects. It is, however, understood that the 
stipulations contained in this and the preceding 
Article do not in any way affect the special laws, 
ordinances, and regulations with regard to trade, 
police, and public security in forcein each of the 
two countries, 


Act. I1].—The dwellings, warehouses, and shops 
of the subjects of each of the High Contracting 
Parties in the dominions and possessions of the 
other, and all premises appertaining thereto des- 
tined for purposes of residence or commerce, shall 
be respected. 

It shall not be allowable to proceed to make a 
search of, or a domiciliary visit to such dwellings 
and premises, or to examine or inspect books, 
Papers, or accounts, except under the conditions 
and with the forms prescribed by laws, ordinances, 
and regulations for subjects of the country. 

Act. IV.—No other or higher duties shall be im- 
posed on the importation into the dominions of 
His Majesty the King of Deumark of any article, 
the produce or manufacture of the dominions and 
possessions of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan 
from whatever place arriving; and no other or 
higher duties shall be imposed on the importation 
into the dominions and possessions of His Ma- 
jesty the Emperor of Japan of any article, the 
produce or manufacture of the dominions of His 
Majesty the King of Denmark, from whatever 
place arriving, than on the like article produced 
or manufactured in any other foreign country; 
nor shall any prohibition be maintained or im- 
posed on the importation of any article, the pro- 
duce or manufacture of the dominions and pos. 
sessions of either of the High Contracting Parties, 
into the dominions and possessions of the other, 
from whatever place arriving, which shall not 
equally extend to the importation of the like ar- 
ticle, being the produce or manufacture of any 
Other country. 

This last provision is not applicable to the sani- 
tary and other prohibitions occasioned by the 
necessity of protecting the safety of persons, or of 
cattle, or of plants useful to agriculture, 

Art. V.—No other or higher duties or charges 
shall be imposed in the dominions and possessions 
of either of the High Contracting Parties on the 
exportation of any article to the dominions and 
possessions of the other than such as are, or may 
be, payable on the exportation of the like article 
to any other foreign country; nor shall any pro- 
hibition be imposed on the exportation of any 
article from the dominions and possessions of either 
of the two Contracting Parties to the dominions 
and possessions of the other, which shall not 
equally extend to the exportation of the like article 
to any other country. 

Art, VI.—The subjects of each of the High 
Contracting Parties shall enjoy in the dominions 
and possessions of the other exemption from all 
transit duties, and a perfect equality of treatment 
with native subjects in all that relates to ware- 
housing, bounties, facilities, and drawbacks. 

Art. VII.—All articles which are or may be 
legally imported into the ports of the dominions 
and possessions of His Majesty the Emperor of 
Japan in Japanese vessels may likewise be import- 
ed into those ports in Danish vessels, without 
_ being liable to any other or higher duties or 
charges of whatever denomination than if such 
articles were imported in Japanese vessels; and, 
reciprocally, all articles which are or may be 
legally imported into the ports of the dominions 
and possessions of His Majesty the King of Den- 
wmark in Danish vessels may likewise be imported 
into those ports in Japanese vessels, without being 
liable to any other or higher duties or charges of 
whatever denomination than if such articles were 
imported in Danish vessels. Such reciprocal 
equality of treatment shall take effect without 
distinction, whether such articles come directly 
from the place of origin or from any other place. 

In the same manner there shall be perfect 
equality of treatment in regard to exportation, so 
that the same export duties shall be paid, and the 
same bounties and drawbacks allowed, in the do- 
minions or possessions of either of the High Con- 
tracting Parties on the exportation of any article 
which is or may be legally exported therefrom, 
whether such exportation shall take place in Japa- 
nese or in Danish vessels, and whatever may be 
the place of destination, whether a port of either 
of the Contracting Parties or of any third Power. 

Art. VIII.—No duties of tonnage, harbour, 
pilotage, lighthouse, quarantine, or other similar 
or corresponding duties of whatever nature or un- 
der whatever denomination, levied in the name or 
for the profit of the Government, public function- 
aries, private individuals, corporations, or esta- 
blishments of any kind, shall be imposed in the 
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ports of the dominions and possessions of either 
country upon the vessels of the other country 
which shall not equally and under the same condi- 
tions be imposed in the like cases on national 
vessels of the most favoured nation. Such equal- 
ity of treatment shall apply reciprocally to the 
respective vessels, from whatever port or place the 
[vy] may atrive, whatever may be their place of 
destination. 

Ait. IX.—In all that regards the stationing, 
loading. and unloading of vessels in the ports, 
basins, docks, roadsteads, harbours, or rivers of the 
dominions and possessivus of the two countries, no 
privilege shall be granted to national vessels which 
shall not be equally granted to vessels of the other 
country; the intention of the High Contracting 
Patties being that in this respect also the respec- 
tive vessels shall be treated on the footing of perfect 
equality. 

Article X.—The coasting trade of both the High 
Contracting Parties is excepted from the provi- 
sions of the present Treaty, and shall be regulated 
according to the laws, ordinances, and regulations 
of Japan and of Denmark respectively. It is, 
however, understood that Japanese hag ee in 
the dominions and possessions of His Majesty 
the King of Denmark and Danish subjects in 
the dominions and possessions of His Majesty 
the Emperor of Japan, shall enjoy in this respect 
the rights which are, or may be, granted under 
such laws, ordinances, and regulations to the sub- 
jects or citizens of any other country, 


A Japanese vessel laden in a foreign country 
with cargo destined for two or more ports in the 
dominions and possessions of His Majesty the 
King of Denmark and a Danish vessel laden in a 
foreign country with cargo destined for two or 
more ports in the dominions and possessions of 
His Majesty the Emperor of Japan, may discharge 
a portion of her cargo at one port and continue 
her voyage to the other port or ports of destination 
where foreign trade is permitted, for the purpose of 
landing the remainder of her original. cargo 
there, subject always to the laws and custom- 
house regulations of the two countries. 


The Japanese Government, however, agrees to 
allow Danish vessels to continue as heretofore for 
the period of the duration of the present Treaty, 
to carry cargo between the existing open ports 
of the Empire excepting to or from the ports of 
Osaka, Niigata, and Ebisu-minato. 


Art. XI.—Any ship-of-war or merchant vessel of 
either of the High Contracting Parties which may 
be compelled by stress of weather or by reason of 
any other distress, to take shelter in a port of the 
other, shall be at liberty to refit therein, to procure 
all necessary supplies, and to put to sea again, with. 
out paying any dues other than such as would be 
payable by national vessels. In case, however, 
the master of a merchant-vessel should be under 
the necessity of disposing of a part of his cargo in. 
order to defray the expenses, he shall be bound to 
conform to the Regulations and Tariffs of the place 
to which he may have come. 


If any ship-of-war or merchant-vessel of one of 
the Contracting Parties should run aground or be 
wrecked upon the coasts of the other, the local 
adthorities shall inform the Consul-General, Con- 
sul, Vice-Consul, or Consular Agent of the district 
of the occurrence, or if there be no such Consular 
officers, they shall inform the Consul-General, 
Consul, Vice-Consul, or Consular Agent of the 
nearest district. 


All proceedings relative to the salvage of Japae 
nese vessel wrecked or cast on shore in the terri- 
torial waters of His Majesty the King of Denmark 
shall take place in accordance with the laws, ordi- 
nances, and regulations of Denmark ; and, recipro- 
cally, all measures of salvages relative to Danish 
vessels wrecked or cast on shore in the territorial 
waters of His Majesty the Emperor of Japan 
shall take place in accordance with the laws, ordi- 
nances, and regulations of Japan. 

Such stranded or weecked ship or vessel and all 
parts thereof, and all furnitures and appurtenances 
belonging thereunto, and all goods and merchan- 
dize saved therefrom, including those which may 
have been cast into the sea, or the proceeds 
thereof, if sold, as well as all papers found on 
board such stranded or wrecked ship or vessel, 
shall be given up to the owners or their agents, 
when claimed by them. If such owners or agents 
are not on the spot, the same shall be delivered to 
the respective Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice- 
Consuls, or Consular Agents upon being claimed 
by them within the period fixed by the laws of the 
country, and such Consular officers, owners, or 
agents shall pay only the expenses incurred in the 
preservation of the property, together with the 
salvage or other expenses which would have been 
payable in the case of a wreck of a national vessel. 

The goods and merchandize saved from the 
wreck shall be exempt from all the duties of the 
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Customs unless cleared for consumption, in which 
case they shall pay the ordinary duties. 

When a ship or vessel belonging to the subjects 
of one of the Contracting Parties is stranded or 
wrecked in the territories of the other, the respective 
Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, and Con- 
sular Agents shall be authorized, in case the owner 
o: master, or other agent of the owner, is not pre- 
sent, to lend their official assistance in order to 
afford the necessary assistance to the subjects jo 
the respective States. Thesame rule shall apply in 
case the owner, master, or other agent is present, 
but requires such assistance to be given. 


Art. XIL—All vessels which, according to 
Japanese law, are to be deemed Japanese vessels, 
and all vessels which, according to Danish law, 
aietobe deemed Danish vessels, shall, for the 
purposes of this Treaty, be deemed Japanese and 
Danish vessels respectively. 


Art. XIIL—If any seaman should desert from 
any vessel-of-war or merchant-ship belonging to 
either of the High Contracting Parties within the 
territory of the other, the local authorities shall be 
bound to give every assistance in their power for 
the apprehension and handing over of such deser- 
ter, on application to that effect being made to 
them by the Consul of the country to which the 
vessel or ship of the deserter may belong, or by the 
deputy or representative of the Consul. 

It is understood that this stipulation shall not 
apply to the subjects of the country where the de- 
sertion takes place. 

Art. X1V.—The High Contracting Parties 
agree that, in all that concerns commerce and 
navigation, any privilege, favour, or immunily 
which either Contracting Party has granted or 
may hereafter grant to the Government, ships, 
subjects, or citizens of any other State shall be ex- 
tended immediately and unconditionally to the 
Government, ships, and subjects of the other Con- 
teacting Party; it being their intention that the 
trade and navigation of each country shall be 
placed, in all respects, by the other on the footing 
of the most favoured nation. 

Act. XV.—Each of the High Contracting Parties 
may appoint Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice- 
Consuls, Pro-Consuls, and Consular agents, in all 
the ports, cities, and places of the other except in 
those where it may not be convenient to recognize 
such officers. 

This exception, however, shall not be made in 
regard to one of the Contracting Parties without 
being made likewise in regard to every other 
Power. 

The Consuls-General, Consuls, Vice-Consuls, 
Pro-Consuls, and Consular Agents may exercise 
all functions, and shall enjoy all privileges, ex- 
emptions, and immunities which are, or may here- 
after be granted to Consular Officers of the most 
favoured nation. 

Act. XVI.—The subjects of each of the High 
Contracting Parties shall enjoy in the dominions 
and possessions of the other the same protection as 
native subjects in regard to patents, trademarks, 
and designs, upon fulfilment of the formalities 
prescribed by the law. 

Art. XVII.—The stipulations of the present 
Treaty shall be applicable to the Kingdom of 
Denmark, the islands of Faroe and Iceland. 
Equally the articles 1, 2, 3, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, and 20 shall be applicable to the Danish 
West Indian islands. 

Act. XVIII.—The present Treaty shall, from 
the date it comes into force, be substituted in 
place of the Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, and 
Navigation and additional Articles of the 7th day 
of the 12th month of the 2nd year of Keiou, corre- 
sponding to the rath day of January, 1867, and all 
Arrangements and Agreements subsidiary thereto 
concluded or existing between the High Contract- 
ing Parties; and from the same date such Treaty, 
Additional Articles, Arrangements, and Agree- 
ments shall cease to be binding, and, in conse- 

wence, the jurisdiction then exercised by Danish 
Courts in Japan and all the exceptional privileges, 
exemptions, and immunities then enjoyed by 
Danish subjects asa part of, or appurtenant to 
such jurisdiction, shall absolutely and without 
notice cease and determine, and thereafter all 
such jurisdiction shall be assumed and exercised 
by Japanese Courts. 

Art, XIX.—The present Treaty shall not take 
effect until the sixteenth day of the seventh month 
of the thicty-second year of Mesji, the sixteenth 
July one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
nine. It shall come into force one year after His 
Imperial Japanese Majesty’s Government shall 
have given notice to the Government of His Ma- 
jesty the King of Denmark of its wish to have the 
same brought into operation. Such notice may 
be given at any time after the sixteenth day of 
the seven month of the thirty-first year of Messi, 
the sixteenth July one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-eight. 
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The Treaty shall remain in force for the period 
of twelve years from the date it goes into operation. 

Either High Contracting Party shall have the 
right, at any time after eleven years shall have 
elapsed from the date this Treaty takes effect, to 
give notice to the other of its intention to termi- 
nate the same, and at the expiration of twelve 
months after such notice is given this Treaty shall 
wholly cease and determine. 

Art. XX.—The present Treaty shall be ratified 
by the High Contracting Parties and the ratifica- 
tions thereof shall be exchanged at Copenhagen 
within eight months after its signature. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries have signed the same and affixed the seal 
of their arms. 

Done at Copenhagen in duplicate this roth 
day of the roth month of the twenty-eighth year 
of Meiji, corresponding to the rgth day of October 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hun- 
dred and ninety-five. 

(Signed) sa | SHIRO. 


(Signed) Rgeptz TuHort. 


PROTOCOL, 

The Government of His Majesty the Emperor 
of Japan and the Government of His Majesty the 
King of Denmack, deeming it advisable in the 
interests of both Countries to regulate certain 
special matters of mutual concern, apart from the 
Treaty of Commerce and Navigation signed this 
day, have through their respective Plenipotenti- 
aries agreed upon the following stipulations :— 

1.—It is agreed by the Contracting Parties that 
one month after the exchange of the ratifications 
of the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation signed 
this day, the Import Tariff now in operation in 
Japan in respect of goods and merchandize im- 
ported into Japan by the subjects of His Majesty 
the King of Denmark shall cease to be binding: 
From the same date the General Statutory Tariff 
of Japan for the time being in force shall subject to 
the provisions of Article XIX. of the Treaty of the 
7th day of the rath month of the 2nd year of Keiou, 
corresponding to the rath day of January 1867 at 
present subsisting between the Contracting Parties, 
so long as said Treaty remains in force, and there- 
after, subject to the provisions of Article 1V. and 
Article XIV, of the Treaty signed this day, be ap- 
plicable to goods and merchandize, being the 
growth, produce, or manufacture of the dominions 
and possessions of His Royal Danish Majesty 
upon importation into Japan. But vething con- 
tained in this Protocol shall be held to limit or 
qualify the right of the Japanese Government to 
restrict or to prohibit the importation of adulter- 
ated drugs, medicines, food, or beverages; inde- 
cent oc obscene prints, paintings, books, cards, 
lithographic or other engravings, photographs, or 
any other indecent or obscene articles; articles in 
violation of patent, trade-mark, or copy-right laws 
of Japan; or any other article which for sanitary 
reasons or in view of public security or morals, 
might offer any danger. 

2.—His Royal Danish Majesty’s Government 
gives its consent to the complete incorporation from 
the date the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
signed this day comes into force, of the several 
foreign settlements with the respective Japanese 
communes. When such incorporation is effected, 
such settlements shall form integral portions of the 
municipal system of Japan; the competent Japan- 
ese Authorities shall thereupon assume all muni- 
cipal oblightions and duties in respect thereof, and 
the municipal funds and property belonging to 
such setilements shall at the same time be trans- 
ferred to the said Japanese Authorities. 

3.—The Japanese Government, pending the 
opening of the country to Danish subjects, agrees 
to extend the existing passport system in such a 
manner as to allow Danish subjects, on the pro- 
duction of a certificate of recommendation from 
the Danish Representative in Tokio, or from any 
of His Majesty’s Consuls at the open ports in 
Japan, to obtain upon application passports avail- 
able for any port [part] of the country, and for 
any period not exceeding twelve months from the 
Imperial Japanese Foreign Office in Tokio, or 
from the Chief Authorities in the Prefecture in 
which an open port is situated, it being understood 
‘that the existing Rules and Regulations govern- 
ing Danish subjects who visit the interior of the 
Empire are to be maintained, 

4—The undersigned Plenipotentiaries have 
agreed that this Protocol shall be submitted to 
the two High Contracting Parties at the same 
time as the Treaty of Commerce and Navigation 
signed this day, and that when said Treaty is 
ratified, the agreements contained in the Protocol 
shall also equally be considered as approved with- 
out the necessity of further formal ratification. 


nate at the the same time said Treaty ceases to 
besbinding. 

In witness whereof the respective Plenipoten- 
tiaries have signed the same and affixed the seal 
of their arms. 

Done at Copenhagen, in duplicate, this roth 
day of the roth month of the twenty-eighth year 
of Mesfi, corcesponding to the 19th day of October 
in the year of our Lord one thousand [eight hun- 
dred] and ninety-five. 


(Signed) 
(Signed) 


AxaBane Suiro (L. S.]} 
Reevrz Tort [L. S.] 





REGISTRATION TAX LAW. 
——__——_———_———- 
We, with the consent of the Imperial Diet, give 
Our Sanction to the Registration Tax Law, and 
order it to be promulgated. 


(Great Seal.) 
March 27th, 1896. 


Countersigned by the Minister President of State 
and the Minister of Finance. 


Law No. XXVII.—RegeistrRaTion Law. 

Art. 1.—The Registration tax shall be imposed 
and collected in accordance with the provisions of 
the present Law. 

Art. [l.—Registration taxes on land and build- 
ings must be paid in accordance with the following 
specifications. 

1. Purchasers ......seceesseeeee20/1,000 of the sel- 
: ling price. 

2. Inheritance of headship 
of a family ecenececeaecee® 5/1,000 of the rule 
ing market value. 


The tatio to be increased to 10/1,000 of the 
ruling matket price should a peciod of 60 days 
elapse after the date of inheritance, before paying 
the tax. 


3. Inheritors of bequeathed 
Property csccosccesesceesesZ0/1,000 0f the ruling 
market value. 
4. Persons receiving either 
land or buildings as a 
BiEl  seereccesceeseeesecesses20/1,000 Of the ruling 
market value. 
. When pledging or hypo- 
thecaling eeecvercencccvcnce 


na 


5/1,000 of the sum 
contracted for. 
. Application for distraint. 5/1,000 of the value 
. Application for Govern- 
ment control in con- 
nection with distraint ; 
application for tem- 
porary seizure, elC...... 
Application to cancel or 
alter registration ...... 
g. Application for registra- 
tion with a view to clearly 
establish right of owner- 
SHIP vrccocccssceveerseeeeees 2/1,000 of the value 


When the value is disputed in cases coming 
under the 6th and 7th clauses, the value will be 
determined .in accordance with the ruling market 
cate. 

Act. I1].—When registration is applied for in 
connection with ships and boats the tax must be 
paid in accordance with the following specifications: 

Ie Purchasers ....ssse0s00see00010/1,000 of the sell- 

ing price. 

2. Inheritance of headship 

of a family ..ccoscscreeeee 2/1,000 of the cul- 
ing market value. 

Should a period of 60 days elapse between the 
date of inheritance and the paying of the tax the 
ratio will be increased to 5/1,000 of the ruling 
market value. 

3. Inheritors of bequeathed 

PFOPECly sissesscerseseseee 5/1,000 of the rul- 
ing market value. 

4. Persons receiving ships 

or boats as special gifts 10/1,000 of the rul- 
Or bequests v....seeeeeee ing market value. 
5. When pledging or bypo- 
thecating cccccossssserees 5/1,000 of the sum 
contracted for. 

6. Application for distraint, 5/1,000 of the value. 

7. Application for temporary 

SCIZULE weessesccsesveeceesee 3/1,000 Of the value. 

8. Application for cancelling 

or altering registration. 10 Sez. 
g: Application for registra- 
tion with a view to clearly 
establish the cight of 
OWNETShIP. ....e0eereeeeereeT/£,000 of the culing 
market value. 

When the value is disputed, in cases that come 

under the 6th and 7th clauses it will be determine 


nN oO 


g/1,000 of the value 
3. 
10 sen. 


It is also agreed that this Protocol shall termi-!ed in accordance with the culing market value. 


_ 
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Art. 10.—Persons who apply for the entry of a 
ship’s register must pay taxes in accordance with 


the following specifications :— 
Sen. 


(Ships below 15 tons 
displacement ......50 
Ships above 15 tons 
displacement, for 
every 10 tons ......50 
(Ships below 15 tons 
displacement ,.....10 
« Removal of registry < Ships above 15 tons 
displacement, for 
every 10 tons .,,...10 
Ships above 15 tons 
| displacement ...,..05 
3. Cancelling ae ec below 15 tons 


1. New eit orn 


displacement, for 
every 10 tons ......0§ 


4. Alteration of conditions of register .........10 

For ships above 15 tons displacement mentioned 
in the rst, 2nd, and 3rd clauses, any tonnage below 
10 tons shall be computed as 10 tons. 

Act. V.i—When the following particulars of 
landed property are to be registered in the Land 
Book, the proprietors must pay taxes in accord- 
ance with with the following rates :— 

1. New registry .....000++0040520/1,000 of the value 

. entered on title 
deeds. 

2. Establishment or restora- 

LION .casceceesevecneseeecees10/1,000 of the value 
entered on title 
deeds. 

3. Rectification of value...10/1,000 of the value 
entered on title 
deeds. 

4. Opening of wild land,,,10/1,000 of the value 
entered on title 
deeds. 

» wm * * 

8. Renewal of further term 

for exempting taxation 

of newly opened land.,..10/1,000 of the value 
entered on title 
deeds. 

1e. Alteration in acreage...5/1,000 of the value 
entered on title 
deeds. 

11. Separation or amalgama- 

tion sad edececcudeensessei sds’) 13000 of the value 
entered on title 
deeds. 

When the value of land coming within the 
provision of the present Article has not yet been 
determined, it shall be settled in accordance with 
the value of adjoining land of the same descrip- 
tion. 

Art. VIL—A mercantile corporation that applies 
for registration must pay taxes in accordance with 
the under mentioned rates :— 

1. Establishment of a firm 

or partnership ............2/1,000 of the capital. 

2. Addition of capital to a 

firm or partuership,,....2/1,000 of the ad- 

dition, 

3. Establishment of a Branch 

Office of firm or partuer- 

ships sesevevessreceeeeseeses2/ 1,000 Of thecapital. 


4. Establishment of a joint 
stock company ...+.....3/1,000 of the total 
of first installinent 
of subscription, 
5. For subsequent payment 


of subscription after 
establishment of a joint- 
stock Compatiy .........3/1,000 of the total of 
each installment. 
. Establishment of a branch 
office of a joint-stock 
COMPANY seseeeseeseseeeeee3/10,000 OF the total 
called-up capital. 


f=.) 


7. For alteration in condi- 
tions of registration ,.. 3 yer. 
8. Dissolution eeereostoeecesaereses I yen. 


Att. VIL.—A barrister who applies for repistra- 
tion on the Barristers’ Register must pay taxes 
in accordance with the undermentioned rules. 

Yen 

I. New registry sco cosccccerosscevecceessegeosve 20 

2. Change of registry ....ccccssccsecsessorsoseseces LO 

3. Cancelling 

Act. VIIL.—For entering the following par- 
ticulars on the Government Register, physicians, 
dispensers, veterinary surgeons, and farriers must 
pay taxes as follows :— 

New registry—= 


CORRE THF SHE eHeHFHTReTECeHeneseooeeresed I 


‘Yen. 
Physicians COCO HSHCS HCE HEKR COREE H EHEC KORE eeeDEOEES 20 
Dispensers eucccccoccncccccatecncccccccescezessecs Eb 
Veterinary Surgeons v..ccccccscessssescsseeneee 12 
Farriers PERTTUTIERTIRTIVTI TERT ILI Teer err iTy) 5 


Temporary license for practising the medi- 


cal profession 5 
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Temporary license for practising veteri- 
WALY SUTBELY  crcccereccevccseccsvacsevecceccecces 3 
Alteration in conditions of registration. 
:' per case 50 sen 
Act. [X.—For entering the following particulars 
on the Government Register, matiners must pay 
taxes at the following rates :— 
New registry Yen. 
Captain of class A. OOeeeecoetereensencoeponcaases 15 
Ist class Navigator, class A. ....ccsscsseseseee IO 
and class Navigator, class A. c.csscscseeeee 6 
ist class Engineer, class A. vi.ccccccsssseevee 15 
and class Engineer, class A. ...sccccccessevees 10 
Captain of class B. ccccccsccccceccscccccsescsecer LO 
Ist class Navigator, class Beesessssscssssessee 6 
2nd class Navigator, class B.  ....cccssseseee 4 
Ist class Engineer, class B.  .......eseeceeeree 10 
and class Engineer, class B. ....csccscesesseee 6 
Engineer of a small ship.......scccscossssseesee 4 


Pilot OCCOCH HEC LORE ee net eoeneaseEooeeeercereneeeseneel 20 

en. 

Alteration in the conditions of registration 50 

Art. X.—Applicants for registration of Copy- 
right must pay taxes as follows :=—= 


1. Literary manuscripts or 
PICHUTES cersocccrcccceecs 
2. Literary writings or pic- 
tures published in suc- 
cessive numbers .........2.50 yew per umber. 
3. Periodical magazines ,.. .50 yer per issue. 
4. Plays, with right of per- 
formance reserved.,..... 
5. Musical compositions, 
with right of perform. 
ance reserved ......s000. 20.00 yen. 
6. Photographs ..,.....s000088 5:00 yen per plate, 
Art. XI —Persons who apply for registration 
of patent rights must pay registration taxes ac- 
cording to the following rates :— 

New registration— Yen. 
Patent-rights covering 5 years sisecsseseeees 20, 
Patent-rights covering 10 years ....ceccsesses 30 
Patent-righits covering 15 years ...cscscsscsesee 4O 
Sale, transference, or common ownership..each 10 
Contract as to hypothecation .............each 5 


Act. XI].—=Persons who apply for registration 
of designs must pay registration taxes according 
to the following rate :— 

New repistration— . Yen. 
For exclusive use during 3 years .......each 3 
For exclusive use during 5 years.........each 5 
For exclusive use during 7 years.........each 7 
For exclusive use during 10 years.,........each 10 
Sale, transference, or common ownership..each 2 
Contract as to hypothecation,..............each 1 


Act. XIII.—Persons who apply for registration of 
trade marks must pay registcation taxes accord- 
ing to the following cates == 

1. Newregistration or renewed re- 

gistration Dee neheeroeevereoneceseceee 

2. Sale, tcansference, or common 

OWNESHIP —acsecrescssseereeveeeee per Mark 10 


5.00 yen each. 


50.00 yer. 


Yen. 
Io 


Art. XIV.—Persons who apply for registration 
of the following particulars in connection with 
mining business, must pay registration laxes as 


follows :— Yen. 

I. Trial Extraction ceeceeeccccccccessotevescesee 50 

B.. FORUCACUON: ciccesccicdscacscisscevacstsssussisines: BOO 
3. Rectification of limits of trial extraction 

eld PET COTTTAT TERT TTT ECC CTT OP ECRTT RCL TT 25 

4. Rectification of limits of extraction-field. 50 

5. Purchase, transference,...ccrcccscssssssessees 50 
6. Postponement of date of trial extraction 


or hypothecation of the right of extraction. 
7. Rectification as to reduction of area of 
extraction field ....ccccccscssssescvssessecees 
8. Amalgamation or separation of amine... 10 
Q. Discontinuation,....-cocscscscscescerecsse ences 5 


Art. XV,—Whien registry is made on the census 
register in each of the following cases, regist:ation 
taxes must be paid according to the following rates: 

1.—In each of the following cases the tax is one 
yen :—Change of personal status, restoration of 
family name, change of personal name, inheri- 
tance of headship of family, enrolment on register 
of an heir, forced retirement from headship of a 
family, disinheritance, establishment of a separate 
household, reinstitution of disinherited heir, rein- 
Stitution of an extinct family, disenrolment in con- 
sequence of divorce, transference of the register 
of an heir to another district, or registry of an il- 

legitimate child. 

2.—In each of the undermentioned cases the 
tax is 70 sen :—Enrolment on the register of an 
adopted son or daughtor, enrolment on the regis- 
ter in consequence of marriage, transference of 
the register of an heir in consequence of disown. 
ment, transference of the register of an adopted 
girl or son in Consequence of disownment, trans- 
erence of the register from one district to another, 
transference of an illegitimate child, divorce in 
families living under the same roof, a natural 
child or an illegitunate child made an heir. 




























called commodities, also come within the provi- 
sions of this Article. 

Persons whose capital is under 500 yen are ex- 
emption from this tax. 

Art. IV.—Manufacturing business to be taxed 
by the present Law mean the manufacture of 
commodities at a regular work-shop by artisans 
or labourers regularly employed or any business 
that includes part manufacture of commodities. 

Pe:sons who supply gas or electricity; or repaic 
furniture or implements or machines; or clean or 
pulverize grain; or persons engaged in dying or 
washing shall be regarded as engaged in manus 
facturing business. Persons whose capital is under 
500 yen or who employ less than (wo aslisans or 
labourers shall be exempted from this tax. 

Art. V.—Persons who undertake the conveyance 
of passengers or commodities or deal in such busi- 
ness by receiving freight, etc., shall be taxed ac- 
cording to the present Law, with the exception of 
these who employ less than two persons. 

Art. Vl.—-Printers or photographers who em- 
ploy less than two persons, or contractors for pub- 
lic works orc labourers whose contract is under 
1,000 yen a year shall be exempted from this tax. 

Art. VITL.— * * * Room-lenders whose house 
rent is under 50 yen a year shall be exempted from 
this tax. 

Art. [X.—Hotel-business to be taxed means 


3. In each of the undermentioned cases, 50 sen: 
—Rectification of census register, marriage in 
families living under the same roof, enrolment on 
the register of au affianced girl, transference of 
registec of an affianced girl, transference of register 
of an adopted son or daughter. 

4. In each of the following, 30 sen :-—Re-enrol- 
ment on the register of a person who has 
disestablished a distinct household, re-enrolment 
on the register of an adopted son or daughter dis- 
owned by the family of adoption, re-enrolment on 
the register of an heir in consequence of disown- 
ment, re-enrolment on the register in consequence 
of divorce, re-enrolment on the register of a 
daughter disowned by the family of adoption, 

5: In each of the following, 20 sen :—Birth, abe 
scondor restored, absconder discovered. 

6. In each of the following, 10 ses :—Enrol- 
ment on the register of persons that accompany 
another, enrolment on the register of a relative, 
enrolment on the register of persons whose re- 
gister has been affixed to that of another family, 
transference of register in the above three cases. 

Art. XVI.—Persons who apply for register of 
names in connection with Government Bonds 
must pay registration tax according to the follow- 
ing rates — 

I. For the new entry of 

names jsdnctusdecssaeesssacdLbj000 of the face 


value. business that consists in allowing others to lodge 
°2. For the following .........1/1,000 of the face] oc board, whether furnishing food or not, and em- 
value. ploying over 3 persons. 


Art. X.—-Restaurants to be taxed must employ 
over 3 persons and keep rooms for guests for sell- 
ing refreshments, etc. 

Art. XI.—The following transactions are ex- 
empted from this tax :— 

1. Sale of postage or legal stamps issued by the 
Government. 

2. Sale of minerals extracted or collected by 
the seller. 

3. Construction, repair, or sale of weights or 
measures. 

Art. XI1—The Business tax will be levied 
every yard according to the following grades. 


Alteration of names, alteration of number of 
Copies, cancellation of names. 

Art. XVII.—Registration tax must be paid in 
stamps ; it may also be collected in cash accord- 
ing to rules fixed by Imperial Ordinance. 

Art. XVI[IL.—Odd sums not reaching a sen 
shall be computed as one sen in the collection of 
registration tax. 

Art. XIX.—Destitute persons or paupers shall 
be exempted from registration (ax in connection 
with the census register, as also the following :— 

I. Persons who have no fixed occupation aud 
sustain themselves by temporary hire. 





2. Persons under 13 or above 60 years of age Basis of Imposition. Rate. 
who have no fixed occupation. Wholesale >= 
3- Women who have no fixed occupation and [Amount of Sale... ‘ eae 
ace hired by others. ale ob come Retail... 29,000 
Art. XXI,—All Government regulations in force No. of persons 
prior to the enforcement of the present Law and employed ......1 yen per person. 
are covered by the latter shall be null and void Banking, Ine (Capital .....ccecccscsssccsesserees ~~ 
from the day on which the Law comes into force. | surance, sae 40 
Money-lend- Rent-vatue of Buildings...... “Zee 








No. 
employed ......1 ye per person. 


of persons 


ing, Pawn. 


BUSINESS TAX LAW. broking. 





AER AE Sea aE Capital OCC neerencccducoogonerecces = 
(Law No. XXXIIL) ss 
z,000 


of persons 
employed ......1 yen per perso iS 


Act. I1—The Business ‘I'ax is imposed on the 
undermentioned businesses. 


Storage sess ee of Buildings..,... 
1. Sales of Commodities, 2. Banking. 3. In- 


surance. 4. Money-lending, 5. Pawn-broking. Capital COP eCReOL ceo eEneeerereenere 1,000 
6. Manufactures. 7. Transportation. 8. Storage. Rent-value of Buildings...... —co0 


No. of persons 

employed ......1 yen per person. 
No. of persons em- 

ployed, artists 

and labourers,30 sen per person. 


to. Piers. 11. Dock-yards. 12. An- 
13. Lighterage. 14. Public Contracts. 
15. Labour Contracts. 16. Printing. 17. Photo- 
graphy. 18. House-rents, 19. Hotels. 20, Ree 
staurants, 21. Notaries Public. 22. Agencies. 
23. Commission. 24. Brokerage. 


Manufac- 

g. Canals. ture, Print- 

chorage. ing, Photo- 
graphy, ! 


Canal, trans- 





Art. I].—Sales of commodities to be taxed by | portation, Capital 23 
the present Law mean wholesale or retail trans- Wharfage, Pp COCCCeDOROHe Leo seneEeDeReCS 2,000 
actions in commodities in shops or other placesof{ Dock, An. 
business. chor age, Un- olger ene én per person 

The following transactions shall also be tax-|!ading — of Se ale aa 


Cargoes. 


able :== sonra, Lae) Novo Of CONTAC. .icecsereee 2 


I. Persons who do not maintain a fixed work- 
shop nor employ artisans, but who supply raw 
material, pay wages for manufacturing commodi- 
ties, and sell them. 

2. Persons who do not maintain a fixed work- 
shop but who manufacture commodities and 





contract, La-4 No. of persons em- 1,000 
bour contract ployed ...........1 yew per person, 
Room-lend- ( Rent value of Building ...,,, _6 
ing. No. of persons em- 7900 
Restaurant. ployed .........1 yes per person. 


—— 


i fem Hou Bas § Rega Bal 
3. Persons who rear poultry or cattle at a place ness. lo ad Ee eer eae 
that is hh a Peas aie sell them, or who sell Public Pesta he of. Renus Jen perp : 
eggs, milk, and such like articles. : 
“* ‘Persons who procure fish or shell-fish and sell | y4; Perce Na stleasonten. yen per 100 yer. 
them. ’ . 
5. Persons who sell animals, plants, and other Brokerage. : ee peta per person. 


articles of like nature. 

Persons whose turn-over is under 1,000 yen a 
year shall be exempted from paying the tax. 

Whien business men coming under Art. IV, sell 
manufactured goods on the premises where they 
are manufactured oc who keep stores specially 
for the disposal of their manufactured goods by 
wholesale, they shall not be regarded as engaged 
in the sale of commodities as set out in this Law. 

‘Art. IEL.—Money-lending or pawnebroking to 
be taxed by the present Law mean transactions 
that take place in a regularly established shop on 
store. The lending of articles not commouly 


Act. XIV.—When the same person undertakes 

several different businesses, he must pay the tax 
on each according to the standard given in Art. 
XII. The tax shall be computed on the average 
of the business done in each line, * * # 
. Art. XVi—_=The tax shall be determined ac- 
cording to the following rates, and the rate ona 
business newly started shall be determined upon 
the estimated turnover. 

1. The amount of sale, of contract, or of remu- 
neration shall be determined according to the 
business of the preceding year: 
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2. Capital and reut-value of a building shall be 
determined according to the average of the pre- 
ceding year. 

3, Number of persons employed shall be deter- 
mined according to the maximum number employ- 
ed during the preceding year. 

The mode of computing capital shall be deter- 
mined by Imperial Ordinance. 


Art. XVII.—In case the amount of capital re- 


ported by a business is deemed insufficient the] 
Government may inquire into the business receipts | 


and may, by subtracting a suitable amount for 
current expenses, determine the amount of capital 
by multiplying the remainder by 20. 
Art. XVIIL—The value of a building shall 
correspond to the rent of a shop. 
&* * * « & * 


In case a building is not leased its rent-value 
shall be determined according to that of buildings 
in the neighbourhood. When there are no rented 
buildings in the vicinity available for purposes of 
comparison, the building and ground on which 
it stands shall be estimated separately according 
to the ruling market price, and the rent-value of 


the building shall be determined on yysth of that) 


price and that of the ground on ygsth. This also 
applies in cases of buildings free trom rent. 
the Government deems the rent-value reported by 
a business unsufficient it may be computed ac- 
cording to the foregoing case. 


Art. XX1L—A business newly started shall be 
taxed from the following year. For the following 
business the tax shall not be imposed for 3 years 
following their starting :—Banking, insucance, 
storage, manufacture, printing, transportation, 
canal-business, wharfage, dock-yard, and ship 
anchorage. 

*. * * *® 

Art. XXVI.—When the Government has deem 
ed the report of a business man untrue and ha 
specially computed the capital or the rent valu 
of the building, the fact shall be communicated 
to the person concerned. 


Art. XXVII.—In case the foregoing computa- 
tion is objected to, the fact may be reported within 
20 days, computed from the day on which the com- 
munication was received, with a view to apply for 
another investigation. The Government, however, 
shalt not postpone the collection of the tax. 


-Art. XXVIII.—When an objection is raised to 
the computation of the rent-value of the building 
specified in Clause 3, Art. XVIIL., and the apprai- 
sers do not agree, the rentevalue shall be determin 
ed on the average of the different appraisement 


Appraisers shall be four in number, two app 
pointed by the Government, and two by the Head 
man of the Shi, Cho, or Son in which the buildin 
is gituated. The expenses must be borne by t 
person that raises the objection. 


Art. XXIX.—A business man may forwac 
notice thereof to the Government in connection 
with the following cases :— 5 


I. When the capital, amount of sale or contract, 
or ‘remuneration, or the rent-value of a building 
has decreased to less than one-half of what it was 
before. 

a. When the number of persons employed has 
been reduced to less than one-half the number 
formerly reported. 


Art. XXX.—When, in accordance with the 
foregoing presentation, and judging from the 
actual condition of the business, the Government 
deems a reduction of the tax necessary, the collec- 
tion may be postponed till January of next year. 

Act. XXXI.—When, as the result of inquiry 
carried out in January of the following year, 
the Government deems the presentation specified 
in Art. XXIX as coming under the following 
cases; the amount of the tax may be reduced. 


1. When the amount of sale, of contract, or of 
remuneration did not reach one-half the average 
of the previous two years; when the amount of 
capital or the rent-value of a building did not reach 
one-half the average of the previous two years. 

2. When the number of persons employed did 
not reach one-half the number formerly reported. 

Even when reduced to the lowest tax limit, the 
tax shall be imposed in accordance to the rate 
thereof. * * id * 


Art. XXXII.—The present Law shall come into 
force on and altec Jan. 1, 1897. 








During the stay of H.M.S. Jmmortalité at Foo- 
chow, acricket match was played against a local 
eleven. The sailors went in first and scored 85 
runs, Foochow following with 43. In the second 
innings of the Jmmortalité they ran up a score of 
i71 runs for seven wickets, of which Lieut. Perry 
Aytcougl contributed ror. 
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4 
When ls... BOWING BE 


| Japanese Christi 


4 I am, very truly yours, 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—_———_—_—_—_————————_ 
Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 


sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 


apondents, the 


for the accuracy of their assertions, or for 
deductions 


they may choose to draw therefrom.) 





THE TOKYO MARINE INSURANCE 
COMPANY, LIMITED. 


To tHE EpiTor oF THE “ JaPAN MAIL.” 


S1r,—The column under the heading ‘ Viscount 
Naito on Ship-building in Japan,” in your issue 
of the 12th instant, represents that gentleman as 
the president of the Tokyo Marine Insurance 
Company, 
take rarely met with in your good paper, always 
giving accurate information. 

Though we do not know to what source it is due, 
we have to request you to kindly rectify the 
incorrect statement, 
judicial, by sparing some roo 
paper for this communication. 

We remain, dear Sir, yours truly, 


m in your valuable 


K. SATO. 
Tokyo, May 13th, 1896. 


FORE THE EMPEROR'S 
PORTRAIT. 


~ 


€ 





To THE Epiror oF THE “ JAPAN Malt.” 


S1r,—The constant recurrence of this question 
shows clearly that no satisfactory solution has yet 
been reached. It is in the hope of adding a little 
light that I write. 


' The special point which I wish to make is this : 


taken by the highest authorities and in the central 
cities, we can by no mean 
view taken by subordinate officials or by 
opinion in inland distriets. 


Imperial Portraits and reading the Imperial 
Rescript in t 
significance. 


Christians. 


take this view. Country school-houses are built 
with recesses for the Impesial Portraits, These 
are carelully closed except upon a few days in 
the year, 
are removed, and the solemn ceremony of bowing 
is observed. The Christian teachers, in some 
places at least, feel that they are constautly under 
the espionage of the non-christian teachers and 
pupilg-test they do not observe these ceremonies 
with due solemnity. 
it is easy to believe that the difficulties of main- 
taining Christian 
teachers at times prove 
immature, Christians. 


“The same is true of the Imperial Educational 
Reecript. It is treated as tHoigh’ Trwere a 
religious document. It is even said to include 
Christianity ad all other religions. 

The above facts and considerations have led me 
to the strong belief that these local interpretations 
of the significance of bowing to the Imperial 
Portrait and to the reading of the Imperial Re- 
script are a.serious menace to the religious liberty 
of the Japanese: aid ‘évery oie who will aid in 
showing that they mis-interpret the meaning of 
the ceremonies, and misunderstand the wishes of 
the Government will be doing a most valuable 
service to the Japanese Government and people. 


M. La G. 


too great for some of the 


May rth, 1896. 





ON THE GONI KWAI. 


To tne Epitor oF THE “ JAPAN Matt.” 


Sir,—Alter resigning his position of Under Sec- 
retary in the Agricultural and Commercial Depart- 
ment, Mr. Mayeda Masana, a Japanese Peter of 
Amiens, travelled, during many years, round nearly 
all the provinces of Japan on foot, and delivered 
everywhere fervent, way somewhat fanatical, 
speeches to assemblies of commercial and in- 
dustrial folk, in order to make them understand 
the necessity of cSoperating to check the suprem- 
acy of, and to undertake a crusade against, the 
foreign tiaders now residing in Japan. But his 
efforts failed to secure any support from first rate 
merchants and manufacturers, who, on thecontrary, 
even sneered athim. A considerable number of 




































































which is absolutely erroneous—a mis- 


as itis misleading and pre- 


ecause one view of the significance of this act ts 


s infer that that is the 
public 


Ihave no doubt that the Constitution guarantees, 
and was intended to guarantee, religious liberty. 
I have as little doubt that Marquis Ito and 
many of his associates regard bowing before the 


lhe schools as destitute of religious 
It may not be improper to add 


that this is the view generally taken by mis- 
sionaries and urged by them upon Japanese 


On the other hand, it is equally cleae that 
ans do not always find it easy to 


when the doors are opened or the curtains 


Under such circumstances 


faith on the part of school 


[May, 23, 1896. 


persons in less influential positions, however, 
and novices engaged in the export business— 
Messrs. Otani Kahei of Yokohama and Mori- 
mura Ichizayemon excepted—enthusiastically em- 
braced his doctrince. The Gonin Kwai, a Union 
of Merchants and Manufacturers engaged in five 
and two (altogether seven) different kinds of export 
business, was organized under his supervision, as 
the fruit of his notorious “ Sandal travels,” for 
Mr. Mayeda performed his tour in straw sandals. 

Since the formation of this union, general 
meetings have been held in Tokyo, Kyoto, and 
other important commercial centres in this cauntry, 
and there the usual fervent speeches have been 
delivered by ‘ Superintendent ” Mayeda and his 
adherents. Beyond a display of flags and the 
performance of a band, not one of these meetings 
produced any material results, nor de their re. 
solutions seem to be practicable, unless the, Im. 
perial Government be furnished with an unbound- 
ed supply of funds to give them subsidies and 
protection. Mr. Mayeda excepted, the common 
desire of all is to obtain official support, until 
they may be able to compete on their own account 
with foreign residents in Japan. Of course, 
Mr. Mayeda, will not be satisfied merely with 
attaining that object. He seeks to use this large 
body of merchants and manufacturers as an 
instrument for compassing another ambition, 
namely, that of becoming Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce. 


This spring, the Goni Kwas opened and, if I 
understand aright, still keep open, a kind of ba- 
zaar in the grounds of the Kyoto Exhibition. 
They invited there Viscount Enomoto, Mivister 
of State for Agriculture and Commerce, and 
Count Matsukata. The latter made a eulogistic 
speech in commendation of Mr. Mayeda’s effort, 
and highly praised the bazaar as a commercial 
and industrial“ Arashiyama.” Encouraged by this 
flattery, the members of the Association are Cir- 
culating exaggerated accounts of the bazaar’s 
success, and are trying to induce the Govern- 
ment to hdld henceforth either a natiayal or an 
international exhibition, as a monopoly of the 
Gont Kwai, with, of course, an ample supply of 
public money. They have already asked permis- 
sion to forward exhibits, as a matter of private 
enterprise, to the coming twentieth-century exhi- 
bition in Pacis, Of course the Japanese Govern- 
ment will not grant such a petition, not will the 
French Government be particularly pleased with 
such an enterprise. Recently, Mr. Mayeda was 
offered a post on the High Committee of Agricul- 
tuted and Commerce, but he declined on the ground 
of its inadequate organization. The truth is that he 
is not personally acquainted with that line of busi- 
ness. Last session, Mr. Mayeda induced the 
* Noshomusho " to submit to the Diet a guild law 
which, if passed, would greatly impede the deve- 
lopement of trade with foreign countries and also 
cause much loss to the wealthy guilds of met- 
chants and manufacturers. 


Such have been the efforts of Mr. Mayeda and 
his followecs to accomplish their intention of 
checking the supremacy of foreign traders, but if 
he succeeds in carrying through his progeamme, 
he will find that he has materially checked the 
development of the trade itself, — 


Yours obedient servant, 


TRUE PATRIOT. 
Yokohama, May 18th, 1896. 








“ INTRODUCTORY COURSE IN 
APANESE."* 


ee een 

Mr. Clay MacCauley, President of the Senshin 
Gaku-in, has just published a work which enjoys 
the advantage of having the field towditself. It is 


but the name is somewhat misleading, for the 
book is not by any means introductory in the sense 
of being intended for beginners. Its prime object 
is to thoroughly familiarize students with the two 
Japanese syllabaries, and their uses, by way of 
preface to the acquirement of the ideographs. 
That is undoubtedly the method of commence- 
ment chosen by learners really in earnest, and had 
the author confined himself toa treatise on the 
Kana, his work would have been in strict con- 
sonance with its title. But to illustrate the em- 
ployment of the syllabaries he has added dialogues 
that carry the reader at once into very advanced 
Japanese, and the book will thus find a place in 
the learner’s early and mature studies alike. We 


* “Introductory Course in Japaneses’? by Cla 
MacCauley, A.M., President J Senshin Cakuin 
ee gel at Learning) Tokyo, Japan. 
okohama, Hongkong, Singapore: Kelly and 

Limited, 1896. a aes 
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need not say much about the portion of the work 
that treats of the syllabaries. It is most carefully 
and fully compiled. One feels a little appalled, 
indeed, at the discovery that 68 pages are needed 
to set forth what must, alter all, be regarded as the 
mere rudiments of Japanese caligraphy. Is thereno 
fear that the syllabaries, presented in such porten- 
tous guise, may deter, rather than encourage, 
any idea of acquiring them? However, as Mr. 
MacCauley avowedly addresses himself to per- 
sons of intellectual maturity, we may, perhaps, 
dismiss that apprehension. A very pretty scheme 
has been adopted in building up the work. The 
best known among the Japanese proverbs are 
taken as foundation stones. Thus, each group of 
Shtvagana or Katakana syllables is accompanied 
by a group of proverbs the initial syllables of 
which correspond with those of the group. Each 
exposition on “the arrangement of words in 
speech ” is illustrated by one of the same proverbs; 
and each dialogue is based on the idea under- 
lying a proverb. That is emphatically a clever 
method of bringing the student into touch with 
the spirit of the language as well as with its 
structure. Further, the dialogues are interesting 
for theic own sakes. They are excellently con- 
structed from a linguistic point of view, and they 
embrace a very wide range of subjects,—social, 
political, ethical, artistic, commercial, and so 
forth. It must not be supposed, however, that 
the work is confined to teaching the Kana 
and to illustrating its uses. There is also a section 
devoted to the elements of grammar, on which 
subject the author evidently thinks that the last 
word has not been said. Perhaps it is because 
there lingers in our minds a prejudice born of 
boyish wrestlings with the heart-breaking para- 
digms of Greek grammars as they were composed 
forty years ago, that Mr. MacCauley’s paradigms, 
complicated by the addition of the kama script, 
maké us sorry for the student condemned to 
tackle them. If in that respect the author has 
only followed the example of previous gram- 
marians, it seems none the less regretful that he 
did not shake himself free from the shackles of 
a conventionalism that condemns the student to 
pursue verbal inflections through the mazes of 
mosaic labyrinths. Something is due to the eye in 
these arrangements. Mr. MacCauley, it is true, 
has simplified matters and adopted an improved 
nomenclature, but there remains, we think, much 
to be done. We note, also, that the author omits 
from his paradigms the important conditional 
forms fe wa and ru to, which have their own special 
uses, and must by no means be ignored by the 
student. Neither does he seem to have realized 
the importance of explaining the exclusive sense 
of wa, and its large employment in negative sene 
tences, on the well-recognised logical principle that 
a negative verb excludes its subject. It is impose 
sible to speak Japanese correctly without a clear 
perception of the significance of the particle wa. 
Indeed, we do not find that the most subtle dis- 
tinctions of the language are always recognised 
in Mr. MacCauley’s grammar. For example, he 
authorizes the promiscuous employment of kava 
and yori, as postpositions of locality, and he de- 
scribes shi as a simple copulative in such a sen- 
tence as yasus shina mo arushi takai no mo aru, 
from which it follows that he ignores altogether 
the employment of the same suffix in sentences 
terminating in ya shimas shi. But we are far 
from desiring to convey the impression that Mr. 
MacCanley’s grammatical treatise deserves ad- 
verse criticism. On the contrary, it is clear, com- 
prehensive, and excellently adapted to the needs 
of students. Within the comparatively brief 
space of gt pages, the author manages to convey 
pretty nearly all the knowledge necessary for the 
acquisition of spoken Japanese. It remains to 
note that the book is printed in clear type, well 
spaced and altogether good from a technical point 
of view. The proof reading of such a work must 
have involved great labour, and we are not surpris- 
ed to find that, in addition to a tolerably long list of 
errata, some remain to be noted, as ftalevarenu for 
taterarenu, on p. 59; yogenja for yogensha, on p. 
284; ‘‘auxions” for anxious, on page 255; the 
omission to number five pages from gt to 95 inclu- 
sive, and so forth. Japanese compositors do 
wonderful work considering that they have to set 
types in a language foreign to them, but still the 
proofereader has many a bad half-hour. 








Peculiar things are always happening in Hong- 
kong. In papers to hand by last mail we find the 
Daily Press stating that a report was in cicculation 
that a resident finding himself deserted by all his 
servants, went into theic quarters to see if he could 
discover anything throwing light upon the cause 
of their disappearance, and he there found the 
body of the cook’s wife, death having taken place 
from plague three days previously. 


TRAGIC SUICIDE ON HMMS. 


“ PIGMY.” 
oe —___-—__ 
THB CAPTAIN SHOOTS HIMSBLP WHILST OF 
UNSOUND MIND. 

An inquest was held at the Royal Naval Hospital 
on Monday afternoon, by H.B.M.’s Consul, J. 
Carey Hall, Esq., into the circumstances attending 
the death of Henry Adair, late Lieutenant and 
Commander of H.B.M. gunboat Agmy, who died 
on board his vessel on Monday morning under 
peculiar circumstances. The jury summoned 
were, Messrs. N. P. Kingdon, M. Russell, and 
E. Rogers. 

Dr. F. D. Lumley, surgeon of H.M.S. Pigmy, 
sworn, deposed—I have known the deceased Com- 
mander since November of last year. I was called 
about 5§ o'clock this morning and found the 
deceased lying just inside his cabin, on his left side, 
with a service revolver lying near him. He had 
a bullet wound an inch and a half above, and half 
an inch in front, of the right ear; there was a second 
wound, two inches above the left ear. He was un- 
conscious, and remained so till the time of his 
death at 8.20 a.m. Death was due to the bullet 
wound, the bullet passing through the skull com- 
pletely: it struck the wooden frame above the 
cabin door. The wound was self-inflicted ; of this 
I have no doubt whatever. I can throw no light 
upon the cause: but he seems to have worried him- 
self unnecessarily over details lately. 

To Mr. Kingdon—I presume there must have 
been worry==brain-worry—for him to have done 
such a thing. 

To Mr. Rogers—He has never complained of ill- 
health. 

To Mr. Kingdon—He has not appeared differ- 
ent to what hehas been the last month. 

To Mr. Rogers—I was called by the quarter- 
master after hearing the report. I should think 
four or five minutes must have elapsed from my 
hearing the report and being called. I thought at 
first, awaking from my sleep, that it was a sunrise 
gun. I never doubted that the wound was self-in- 
flicted. The hair about the right ear was burnt and 
scorched, the muzzle of the revolver evidently 
having been held against the skull. 

To the Coroner have had no reason to sup- 
pose that his head or brain was in any way dis- 
turbed. Some time ago he complained of head- 
aclie and asked me to give him something for it. 
I was not on intimate terms with deceased ; I only 
knew him on Service matters. He did not as- 
sociate with the officers, keeping himself very 
quiet, and to himself. 

To Mr. Rogers—I have no reason to suppose 
that he had any great mental worries or trouble 
bearing on his mind. , 

Sub-Lieut. Vincent Lewin Bowering, R.N., 
sworn, deposed—I am in the habit of being called 
at 10 minutes to five o’clock, when the hands tucn 
out, and am up on deck at five when the hands 
fall-in. I was called this morning as usual. At 
three minutes to five or thereabouts the Master- 
at-Arms, Oliver, Petty Officer first-class, rushed 
down to my cabin, asking me to come up, as the 
Captain had done something in his cabin, and 
was lying just across the doorway, inside. I 
tushed up as I was, in my pyjamas, and saw the 
captain lying on his back, with the upper pars of his 
body inclined over to the left, the left side of his 
face down, and a revolver some eighteen inches 
away from his left side. The doctor then came 
up, and I went to the Alacrity for further medi- 
cal assistance. He died about twenty minutes past 
eight o’clock on the settee in his own cabin. 


To the Coroner—He did not speak or exhibit 
signs of consciousness. He groaned a little and 
drew some deep gasps. The revolver was a service 
revolver, having six chambers, only one being dis- 
charged. It was not usual for him to have a 
revolver in his cabin, The day before he told the 
gunner that he wanted a revolver and six packets 
of ammunition, 

Can you assign any reason for his taking such 
a cash step?—The captain was over anxious 
about the ship; worried himself about trifles. I 
met him first in England two days before sailing 
from home, the 6th or 7th November last. 
had met him oncé before at Whale Island, when 
going through a gunnery course. There was no 
change observable in his manner these last few days. 
He was a man who rose about § o’clock in the 
morning, going to bed about 11 at night, and 
worked at statement, etc., aJl day. He was a quiet 
man, reserved, and had littleto say. Ilunched with 
him yesterday, in company with the Navigating 
Officer. He asked me if I thought the ship’s com- 
pany was dissatisfied. I said I thought they were, 
and gave him one or two reasons why I thought so, 
and where alterations could be effected. I was 
the last man on board, I believe, to talk to him. 
If there was any mental worry, it would be about 
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the work of the ship. It was his first command, 
and he worried about things, fearing that the 
work was not going along allright, [heard about 
his ordering the pistol quite casually yesterday, 
and thought nothing of it, as the Captain can do 
what he likes in such matters. He never com- 
plained of any physical ailment to me. I don’t 
thins that he had had any distressing news from 
home. He left a letter to his father, and there 
was a fragment of a letter in the waste-paper basket 
=—which we pieced together—in which he says that 
he felt depressed and had something wrong with 
his head, being troubled with small worries. 

To Mr. Russell—He was not married, so far as 
{ am aware. 

To Mr, RogersWhen I saw him, he was fully 
dressed. Hehad not been to bed all night. Three 
officers from the Alacrity had been dining on board 
the night before, and at ten clock that evening I 
spoke to him about getting up steam in the pen- 
nace and taking guard-duties to-day, and in 
answer he said ‘ Allright.” He was about 33 
years old, [ think. 


Lieut. James Hartley Dathan, Acting Navi- 
gating Officer of H.M.S. Pigmy, sworn, deposed 
=I was awakened about 5 a.m. by the quarter- 
master, who reported that the Captain had shot 
himself. I immediately jumped out of my bunk 
and went to his cabin, I saw him lying on the 
deck just inside his cabin. We signalled for 
other medical officers to come on board from the 
Edgar and Alacrity, at once, and I reported to © 
the Admiral. 

Tv the Coroner—I have only been in the ship 
since the 24th. April. I am only acting on the 
Pigmy. 

an you suggest any motive why the Captain 
should take his life?—None, whatever. I know 
of no sufficient cause whatever. He was very 
quiet, kept to himself, and did not fraternize with 
the officers at all, When I lunched with him the 
day before he seemed in his usual health and 
spirits. I havea letter in my possession which I 
found in his waste-paper basket, and immediately 
sealed it. 

The Coroner thought that the letter was ime 
portant as probably throwing some light upon the 
motives that actuated the deceased. He broke the 
seal, but did not take out the torn papers, merely 
passing the opened envelop with its contents to 
the jury, who without examining them passed 
them back. 

Witness confirmed the statement of Sub-Lieut: 
Bowering that the torn letter contained words that 
said the Captain felt that something was wrong with 
he head, and that he had been worried. When 
I heard that the Captain had obtained the revolver 
he tought nothing about it, thinking he required it 
for practise. There had been no quarrel between 
him or any of the officers. The original letter, 
that was torn up, was addressed to his father, and 
the one sealed up was addressed tothe same, so he 
supposed it was a draft of the letter to his father 
that he had torn up. 

William Henry Oliver, Petty Officer, first 
class, sworn deposed—The morning, after the 
hands were called, I went round to turn them 
out of theic hammocks, when, on coming up on to 
the upper deck I saw the quarter-master of the 
morning watch. He told me that the Captain’s 
boy would not go into the Captain's cabin because 
of seeing some smoke. We then went aft to- 
gether to see what was wrong. When we got up 
to the break of the poop, I saw smoke coming along 
the passage, and I smelt powder. I rushed down 
and saw the captain lying on the floor of the cabin, 
with blood running on to the carpet from the left 
of the Captain’s head. I then went for the doctor, 
and also reported to the First Lieutenant, Mr. 
Bowering, all that I had seen. These officers im- 
mediately went on deck and went to the Captain’s 
cabin. 

To the Coroner—I do not know what indnced 
him to take his life. Ihave never seen anything 
strange in his manner. I know there was no one 
else in the cabin save the captain at the time, so 
I do not know who else could have shot him. 

To Mr. Rogers—He was in his uniform. 

William Morey Northcott, Gunner of H.M.S. 


I| Pigmy, sworn, deposed—I have known deceased 


since the r2th November. I have no idea why 
he should wish to shoot himself. The revolver 
that was found in the cabin I issued to him at 
his request. On Sunday before lunch he asked 
me if I had any spare revolver ammunition, 
and if so would I let him have some, with 
a revolver, I asked him if he wanted them at 
once, and he replied in the affirmative. I did 
not suspect anything wrong at the time. 1 did 
not observe anything unusual in his behaviour ; 
he spoke rationally. He was never a cheerful man, 
and given to worry himself a great deal. He 
never seemed to go to sleep, being always on deck. 
He always seemed to be troubled by want of sleep. 
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I was on deck at half-past two o’clock this morn. 
ing, when I saw him come on deck: this was an 
ordinary occurrence with him. When I heard the 
shot this morning I thought it was the five o’clock 
gun, as I was half asleep in my bunk at the time. 

The deceased’s Chinese cabin boy said he was 
going along to the Captain’s cabin when he saw 
smoke coming out of the cabin, and ran back. 

The Coroner, in summing up, said that it was 
unnecessary for him to recapitulate the evidence 
as the facts of the case were clear: it was exactly 
opposite in regard to the causes or motive for the 
unfortunate deed. It was perfectly clear from the 
evidence that had been deduced that deceased shot 
himself with the revolver that had been produced 
to the jury. The most difficult question that pre- 
sented itself for the consideration of the jury was 
the state of mind of deceased at the time that he 
committed the rash act. The evidence of the de- 
ceased’s officers was to the effect that they knew of 
nothing of sufficient importance to cause mental 
worry likely to produce suicide, But there was other 
evidence that indirectly induced one to believe that 
deceased’s mind was, he would not say unhinged, 
but perturbed in some way. The sleeplessness: 
insomnia, as we know, is one of the principal pre- 
disposing causes leading to mental distu:b-. 
ance: then there was the letter to his father 
showing that he was troubled with pains in the 
head, and was also troubled with small mental 
worries. The connection of mind and brain is 
very close and intimate. If the brain is disoider- 
ed the mind is likely to be perturbed too. I think 
it would not he going too far to say that a healthy 
mind can uot exist in a diseased brain: that 
mental disturbance is sure to be found wherever 
the brain is unsound. There is no doubt in my 
mind that deceased committed this rash act 
whilst in a state of unsound mind. That would 
be my conclusion were [a member of the jury. 
You have to find how, when, and where deceased 
came by his death, and add, if you wish, your 
Opinion of the reason why he acted as he did. 

Mr. Kingdon—My opinion, as expressed in 
my first question, is that mental worry is caused 
by brain disease. 

The Coroner—The evidence at first did not 
point that way, but as the enquiry proceeded it 
gradually appeared that deceased was worried, 
through the evidence seemed to be dragged from 
one of the witnesses, 

The Jury, without retiring, returned a verdict 
that deceased came to his death at 8.20 a.m. on 
May 18th on board H.M.S. Pigmy, at Yokohama, 
in consequence of a pistol wound inflicted by his 
own hand at three minutes to five o’clock that 
morning, while in a state of unsound mind. 








THE WOOSUNG DISASTER. 
——_—____———___—. 
FINDING OF THE CourT OF INQUIRY. 


The following finding was delivered in Shanghai 
on the rith instant, in regard to the lamentable 
catastrophe at Woosung :— 

Finding and order of a Naval Court held at 
the British Consulate-General at Shanghai, on 
the 7th, 8th, oth, roth, and rith days of May, 
1896, to investigate the circumstances attending 
a collision between the British steamship Onwo of 
London, official number 63,779, and the British 
steamship Newchwang of London, official number 
77,054, on the thirtieth day of April last, whereby 
the wreck of the said Buitish steamship Onwo en- 
sued, whereby loss of life ensued, whereby serious 
damage to the said British steamship Newchwang 
ensued, and to investigate the cause of such wreck, 
loss of life, and damage, and to enquire into the 
conduct of the masters, certificated officers, and 
crews of the said vessels. 

With regard to the said British steamship Onwo: 
the Onwo was a steam vessel, not tigged, of 797 
tons registered tonnage, official number 63,779, 
built at Dumbarton in 1870, and belonging to the 
port of London, 

It appears from the evidence given before this 
Court that she sailed from Shanghai on or about 
the goth April, 1896, bound for Hankow with a 
general ca:go and a crew of 43 hands all told, as 
well as passengers, about 200. 

After proceeding down the Woosung river and 
having crossed the Bar through the Feima Chan- 
nel she was rounding Pheasant Point when she 
was struck by the Newchwang shaping up the 
river, whilst between the liglhtship and the Customs 
hulk Kwashing, and finally sank in the position 
given in Notice to Mariners No. 59 Special, 
Shanghai district, issued by the Coast Iuspector. 

The Court having regard to the circumstances 
above stated finds as follows :— 

That the Onwo obeyed the Rule of the Road, 
particularly as regaids Rule 21, and was keeping 
to the proper bank, 


Her speed, which they consider 6 or 7 knots 
over the ground, was not excessive for that part 
of the river. 

That the master, Mr. Joseph Slessar, was not 
in any way in error, bul appear to have navigated 
his vessel in a seamanlike and proper manner 
and when a casualty was inevitable to have done 
everything in his power to avert it. 

That the Court sees no ground for blaming 
the conduct of any of the survivors and considers 
the conduct of Mc. Andrew Small, certificated 
second engineer, deserving of great praise for 
going to the engine room at once to assist, being 
asleep when the collision eccurred; also that Mr. 
Arthur Lewis Cooper, ce:tificated second mate, 
did all in his power to carry out his duties, 

That the Chinese crew appear to have rendered 
no assistance to the Europeans. 

That upon the evidence given, the vessel ap- 
pears to have been well found, suffciently manned, 
and seaworthy at the time of her departure from 
Shanghai, with the exception of the life-saving ap- 
pacatus carried, which appears disgracefully and 
completely inadequate for the uumber of people 
carried on board, being insufficient even for the 
crew. 

That she appears to have been properly loaded. 

That all records appear to have been lost. 

That with cegard to the loss of life, the Court 
considers that the master of the Onwo did not 
realise the dangerous condition of the ship after 
the collision, as he does not appear to have at- 
tempted in any way to beach her. The Court, 
however, is rather of opinion that, as stated in the 
evidence, her forefoot being on the ground 
rendered the manceuveing of the ship most difficult 
if not impossible, particularly with the screw out 
of water. . 

That the number of lives lost cannot be ascer- 
tained, as the system of booking passengers on 
board prevents it, and there is no limit to the 
number the steamer may take, such being at the 
owners’ pleasure. 

With regard to the said British steamship New- 
chwang: the Cout considers the collision to have 
occurred between the Customs hulk Kwashing 
and the Feima Channel light vessel, some 200 
or 300 yards above the Kwashtng, but the time 
evidences do not agree. 

The Court, having regard to the circumstances 
stated in evidence, considers that Mr. Thomas 
Hards, naster of the said British steamship New- 


chwang of London, official number 77,054, was. 


solely in error in that he did not observe at first 
Rules 15 and 20, and afterwards Rule 16 of the 
‘‘Regulations for preventing collisions at sea;” 
that he starboarded his helm in place of porting it 
when he could have done so without in any way 
endangering his ship; and that he improperly 
starboarded his helm to the Onwo’s red light and 
went half-speed ahead, attempting to cross the 
Onwo's bows. 

The Court is of opinion that the local recom- 
mendations as regards the vessel with the right of 
way did not apply in this case, as the master 
appears to have thought, the more so as he could 
not have seen the Onwo’'s green light when on the 
bar iu the position the Court considered the New- 
chwang to have been at the time, which is con- 
firmed by his own evidence, nor can they accept 
the evidence of Mr. Samuel Wray, certificated 
first mate of the Newchwang, with regard to the 
position of the Onwo as explained by him with the 
models. 

That the entry in the log-book as. regards the 
sending of boats to the assistance of the Onwo is 
not satisfactory, as the boats were on chocks, 
turned in, * 

The Court considers the speed over the ground 
—6 knots—a reasonable speed at that part of 
the tiver, 

The vessel appears to have been well found and 
seaworthy, 

The Court, taking into consideration the fact 
that at the present time there appears lo be great 
confusion between the Official Rule of the Road 
and the local recommendations, in pursuance of 
the powers vested in it by section 23 of 25 and 26 
Vict. 63, therefore orders that Mr, Thomas Hards, 
master of the British steamship Newchwang of 
London, official uumber 77,054, should only be 
aud he is hereby severely censured for the grave 
error of judgment he committed, but does not deal 
with his certificate. 


That in accordance with the powers contained 
in section 26 of 17 and 18 Vict. 104, the costs of 
the proceedings before the said Court be paid by 
Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, of Shanghai, 
Agents, China Navigation Company, Limited, 
owners of the British steamship Newchwang, being 
one of the parties thereto, and they are hereby 
ordered to pay the said amount accordingly, ‘The 
Court considers that the master of the Newchwang 
did all in his power to save his own ship and crew 
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and was justified in beaching her, owing to the 
damage sustained. 

The Court cannot find that any signals of dis- 
tress were shown from either ship. 

The officers and crew appear to have been well 
disciplined and to have done their duty. 


The Court desires to direct the attention of the 
Board of Trade, the Court of Consuls, the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, and other bodies interested in 
shipping to the fact that the Local Recommenda- 
tions which are not laws, not having a penalty at- 
tached for non-observance, are and will be the 
cause of great confusion in navigating the Woo- 
sung river and bar, and collisions must be of fre- 
quent occurrence, 

The Court suggest that :— 


I—The River Navigation be improved by 
making such recommendations compulsory laws, 
and further suggests that :— 

IL.—A night signal might be used by vessels 
by night for the Feima Channel. 

_ I1],Some furthec bright signal be placed near 
Pheasant Point or the Customs hulk Xwashing. 

IV.—Captains of coasters should pass a local 
examination in river pilotage or carry pilots, this 
being the opinion of the Court and of the expert 
evidence obtained during the hearing. 


V.—The Court would suggest that British 
vessels should, when carrying passengers in such 
large numbers, be supplied with a sufficiency of 
ralts, belts, or other life-saving apparatus. 

The expenses of this Court fixed at £20.2.10 are 
approved. 

Dated at Shanghai this eleventh day of May, 
1896. 

(Signed) Prick Vaucaan Lewes, 
Lieut. R.N., H.M.S. Spartan, 
President of Naval Court. 


H. Bencrart Jory, 
British Acting Vice-Consul 
at Shanghai. 
E. Street, 
Master of the British Merchant 
ship Ravenna, of Glasgow, 
official number 82,300. 
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NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
—_——_—_@—____. 

The Extremo Oriente thus refers to the two 
sisters of the Convent who have recently succumb- 
ed to the ravages of the fell disease now afflicting 
the colony:—Amongst the victims that the terri 
ble bubonic plague has claimed this year in Hong- 
kong are included two of the Italian Sisters, both 
of whom have rendered valuable service to this 
colony and especially to helpless infants, They 
ate Sister Elieas Guideli, who for five years has 
had charge of abandoned children, and who died 
on the 2th April in the Kennedytown Hospital, 
and Sister Luigia Frigerio, who for twenty-eight 
years has worked with great devotion for her con- 
vent, and who died on the 2nd May in the Civil 
Hospital. 

The China Masl thus summarises Mr. Granville 
Sharp's lecture on “ Iinperialism and the British 
Empire,” delivered before the Odd Volumes 
Society of Hongkong. In the opening part of his 
lecture Mr. Sharp spoke of the many influences 
which had operated in cecent years to consolidate 
the British people. He spoke iw optimistic terms 
of the prospects of development in our Australian 
Colonies, considering it probable that Australasia 
will yet show a development equal to that of the 
United States. With the development of the wool 
trade of the Australian Colonies, and the difficulties 
cof manufacturing ou the spot to supply Europe 
and Asia, he hinted at the establishment of wool 
manufactories in Hongkong. Dealing with the 
Army and Navy, he was of opinion that we had as 
good men now as those who led and fought at 
Trafalgar and at Waterloo, and that when the 
alarm was sounded we should find them well pre- 
pared. Mr. Chamberlain had stated that the 
British nation holds her possessions in trust for 
the world at large. The law cecognised a duty 
on the part of trustees not only to guard and pre- 
serve trust funds and property, but also to secure 
their profitable employment and increase. Where 
there was life in individuals, families, cities, coun- 
tries, there must be continuous growth, and the 
British Empire could be no exception to this cule. 
When her superior civilisation was brought into 
contact with that which is inferior, as in India, 
China, Burma, and Africa, extension followed 
without any ambitious motive on her part, but 
from the unavoidable circumstances of her sur- 
roundings, It was the natural manifestation of 
the life and vigour with which her sons had been 
graciously endowed. If continuous and growing 
emigration was necessitated by our population 
increasing twice as fast as that of Germany, and 
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ten times as that of France, might we not fairly 
take the lead in colonising enterprise. The editor 


of one of the European papers had lately discover- 


ed that “ England is encircling the world with her 
territory.” That editor might yet learn that 
England intended, by God’s help, to keep it. It 
was the mercantile marine which was instrumental 
in the first appropriation and earlier development 
of our possessions abroad. It was the British 
Navy which had completed the chain of our 
national strength, and which held sn fee simple 
this inheritance for the people of the British 
Empire. Iv the latter portion of his address, Mr. 
Sharp quoted from various speakers in praise of 
the Imperial idea, referring e2 passant to the pro- 
minent place outdoor sports had taken in the 
development of national characteristics. At the 
close of the address some remarks were made by 
Mr. J. J. Francis, and in replylng, the lecturer 
said the idea of Imperialism was at present the 
love of our present system of Government under 
our Queen and under her successors by right. 

L'Iudo-Chine Francaise. mentions that on the 
17th February last a M.D. imported from Hong- 
kong through Mr. Marty’s firm a hundred cases 
of kerosene. The duty payable at that time was 
$99.83, which our contemporary cgmarks was 
already pretty high, seeing that the average price 
of kerosene at Hongkong is about $2.10 per case 
On the 13th April the same M.D. imported through 
the same firm another hundred cases and this time 
the duty came to $129.12. That suprised the im- 
porter, who protested and made aclaim on Mr. 
Maity, who, in his turn, claimed on the Customs. 
The reply received from the Commissioner, which 
si published in full, states that on the rst March a 
change was made in the method of calculating the 
duty payable on kerosene, the contents of a case 
being taken as 33.6 k. instead of 32 k., and, further, 
duty was now charged on the tins themselves as 
well as on the contents, the duty on a hundred tins 
amounting to $25.71. Our contemporary remarks 
that these sudden increases in the duties, made 
from month to month without warning, constitute 
an abuse and a grave danger to trade, and that 
they should be strongly protested against. 

It is computed that during a comparatively short 
period bicycles to the value of $45,000 have been 
sold at Singapore. 


Dr. Clark, Medical Officer of Health at Hong- 
kong, estimates the annual increase of the popula- 
tion of the Colony at 3.277 per cent., or about 
7,600 persons in each year. Allowing for this in- 
crease and taking the census of 1891 as a basis, 
he fixes the total number of inhabitants in the 
Colony in June, 1895, at 244,930, of whom 234,102 
are Chinese and 10,828 of other races and nation- 
alities. The civil population, non-Chinese, he 
places, at 7,260, of whom 2,680 are Europeans, 
2,230 are Portuguese, and the other 2,350 are 
Indians, Japanese, negroes, and natives of the 
Philippines and Malayan States. Of the 2,680 
Europeans, 1,800 only are British. Of the Chi- 
nese, 167,500 live in the City of Victoria; the rest 
of the land population are in Kowloon and the 
villages on this island, and the boat population 
numbers 33,180. Of the 6,837 houses in Victoria 
only 479 were exclusively European, and the ave- 
rage population of each Chinese house was 26.3, 
or about 300 persons to the acre. It is be true, 
that is six times the average density of the popula- 
tion in London, but weshould be inclined to think 
that the more dense population in London, east 
and north, will show a density fully as great, if not 
greater. The average birth-rate for the entire 
population, native and foreign, was 5.8 per 1,000, 
for the non-Chinese population 21.4 per 1,000, the 
Portuguese contributing at the rate of 28.25, and 
the British community at the rate of 22.4. The 
Chinese bircth-rate is therefore terribly low, says 
the Telegraph, there being only one woman in the 
Colony to about every four men and there being 
a heavy-percentage of a certain class. Dr. Clark 
is of opinion that to the registered Chinese births 
there ought to be very considerable additions for 
unknown infants found dead in the streets or dying 
in the Foundling establishments, but he must not 
forget that very many of these are not born in 
the Colony but are brought there from the main- 
land. The death-:ate in London and thirty-two 
other great towns in England, having a combined 
population of over ten millions, averages about 
10.8 per 1,000. The death rate for the entire 
population of Hongkong for 1895 was 22.04 per 
1,000; for the non-Chinese portion, excluding 
the naval and military establishments, 21.07 
per 1,000, and for the Europeans alone, taking 
2,600 as the resident population, the rate was 


only 14.9 per 1,000. In England the death- 


rate varies in different towns between 11 and 28 
per 1,000, so that Hongkong cannot be said to be 
very unhealthy. The Medical Officer of Health, 
however, considers the death rates, especially 


among Chinese, as abnormally high, as he deems 
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the population to be from various causes one that 
ought to be unusually healthy, composed as it is 
mainly of adults, picked men in their way, and 
with so small a proportion of children and old men. 
The Chinese appear to suffer most from malarial 


diseases, and the European population from dis- 


eases of the kidneys, liver, intestinal diseases, &&c. 


The mural tablet to be erected in St. John’s 
Cathedral, Hongkong, to the memory of the late 
Capt. Vesey, who died during the plague of 1894, 
has arrived, The tablet, which cost £25, was 
purchased with the money subscribed for the 
Plague Fund. After the cost of erecting the tablet 


has been paid the remainder of the Fund is to be 
paid to the Italian Convent. The tablet is a 
inagnificent piece of workmanship, says the China 


Mail, by Messrs. Benham and Froud, Shandos 


Street, Strand, London. The tablet is of black 
marble with a brass-plate inlaid. The brass plate 


is nicely carved, and has symbolical representa- 


tions of the four Evangelists, Mathew, Mark, Luke 
and Job at the corners, with a floral decoration all 


round. The inscription is of inlaid work in black 


and red letters. There is a small cross with the 
following inscription underneath :==" To the Glory 


of God and in memory of Captain Colthurst Vesey, 
1st Battalion Shropshire Light Infantry, who dur- 
ing the Plague of 1894 lost his life in the service of 
the public, this memorial is erected by the people of 
Hongkong. Aucto Splendore Resurgo. Greater 
love hath no man than this that he lay down his 


life for his friends.” 


THE SECRET OF COLONIAL LOF- 
ALTY. 


—__+»—___—- 
In the Fortnightly Review, Olive Schreiner, the 
well-known Authoress, has begun a series of 


articles entitled “Stray Thoughts about South 
Africa,” in which she displays a thorough insight 
into, and a complete understanding of, the Boers. 
They are peculiarly devoted to their own land, and, 
unlike almost every other colonial, have no regard 


for the mother country. This, she says, is ex- 


tremely significant in any explanation of their 
character, and of the problems before both the 
Cape people and the residents of the Trans- 
vaal. The Boers sprang, in part, from Hugue- 
nots driven from France, and owing no al- 
legiance to Europe. Their mothers were large- 
ly ‘orphan girls, sent out from Dutch asylums, 
carrying with them no love for home. Their de- 
scendants know no land but the one they dwell in. 
The English of the Cape, however, never forget 
home ties, and Olive Schreiner thinks the import- 
ance of that fact cannot be overestimated in cal- 
culating the cohesion of theempire. Her analysis 
of the ties which bind an ordinary European 
woman to her old home and make her descendants 
loyal to a mother country for generations will 
ring true, we think to the Colonial—or the Over- 
seas Man, as Kipling calls the residents of the 
Treaty ports of the Far East—the world over. She 
says :—"'As years go by ‘my people’ and ‘my home 
gain a colour and size they would never have 
borne if near at hand. She thinks of them as a 
denizen of the earth, removed to one of the fixed 
starts, might think of this old planet, without 
remembrance of its aches and pains! And as 
her children grow up, the first stories they hear 
are not of colonial things and people, but 
European—of fields in which little children 
gather buttercups and daisies, of ice and 
snow, and the roaring life of cities; and as little 
colonial children play in the hot sun upon the 
Koppjes among stapelias and aloes, they think 
how beautiful those fields must be, and wonder 
how primroses smell, and at night in their little 
hot beds they dream of ice and snow, and 
fancy they hear the hum of cities. Even the 
names of our European relatives who have 
played in those fields and lived in those cities 
have acquired a certain mythological charm 
for us, and the Aunt this and Uncle that of whom 
our mothers tell us, they are not the commonplace, 
material uncles and aunts who may live in the next 
street and be seen every day. They are real, yet 
invisible, like the actual presence in the holy wafer ; 
of real flesh and blood, yet removed from sight, 
like the heroes of a mythological fairy tale! 
Europe and its life are to us, from our earliest 
years, the ideal and mysterious, with which we have 
yet some real ang practical ties. No European 
who has not grown up in the colony, being 
born of European parentage, can understand 
the full force of this mother tradition. Like 
the odour of an unknown plant or flower, it must 
be experienced to be comprehended. Nor does 
it die out with the first generation. The mother 
transmits it to her daughter and the daughter to 
her child. It is the echo of this legend which 
goes so largely to form that curious body of senti- 
ment with which the most commonplace colonist 
visits Europe for the first time.” 
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FAPANESE CHARACTERISTICS. 
ae Aeneas 

Perhaps there is nothing more perplexing than 
for us aliens to give a fairly accurate statement 
of the characteristics of this people whose tradi- 
tions and customs, laws and government, language 
and thought, moral standards and religious ideals 
differ so widely from ours. Yet it is not un- 
common to hear sweeping statements concerning 
the traits of the nation. ‘They are apes, mere 
imitators,” says one, forgetting that the power of 
imitation, when coupled with that of assimilation, 
is one of the most fruitful sources of progress. 
‘They are fickle and quite unreliable,” affirms 
another, without considering that the people have 
a history of ages that never could have been 
evolved from love of change. ‘Can you tell me 
in a sentence what the characteristics of the 
Japanese are?” asked a puzzled visitor of one of 
the foreign instructors in government employ. 
The reply is said to have been, “It don’t need a 
sentence; two words are sufficient. They are 
concett and decest.”" They are the greatest liars 
on the face of the earth,” wrote our Harris, whose 
diary Dr. Griffis has just published. “ Licentious- 
ness isa strong part of the national character.” 


‘They are most ungrateful, save when looking j 


for favours.” 

Extreme statements on the other side are by no 
means uncommon. Struck with the happy faces of 
the numerous children with other children on their 
backs, Japan is declared to be “a paradise for 
children ” and the family life is confidently affirm. 
ed to be admirable, although the paradise and 
family life must have their off side, since the ratio 
of divorces to marriages is one to three. Japan- 
ese morality is pronounced high and ennobling, 
fully as good as, if not better than, that of the 
West, the eulogist taking no account of the dif- 
ferent standards that prevail here. 


/ 


i 
a 
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How to avoid extremes and tell truthfully in a 


few words what are some of the main national 
trails is a task one may not over-confidently at- 
tempt. Snap judgments are of no account. Our 
great Emerson had to go to England and mingle 
with the ablest of the people and visit carefully 
place after place, seeing and hearing long and 
patiently, before he ventured to write his * English 
Traits.” It is well known that it is next to im- 
possible for an Englishman to understand a French- 
man. It took seventeen years of preparation and 
repeated visits to the United States before Bryce 


could write his ‘* American Commonwealth,” in 


which the characteristics of Americans are so suc- 
cessfully portrayed. The difficulty of being just 
and unbiassed in our estimates of other peoples is 
by no means small. The Far East magazine 
says in its first number:—"* During the past ten 
or fifteen years it has come to be recognized in 
Europe that a foreigner’s interpretation of a nae 
tion’s character and of the moral influences direct- 
ing its Career, are generally erroneous, or at best 


imperfect.” 


Perhaps an approach to an understanding of 


Japanese characteristics can be made by begining 


with the superficial. The first thing that attracts 
the average foreigner’s attention is the fact that 
the customs and methods of ark are in many 
respects just the opposite to ours. Carpenters pull 
their planes and saws, instead of pushing them. 
Mechanics invariably make the thread of a screw 
tucn the other way, so that the more you screw the 


thing in the more it comes out, and the more 


you screw it out the firmer it goesin. In sleep- 
ing, the rational way seems to us to get in on 
the mattress and pull the blankets over us, 
while they spread down the blanket and pull 
the mattress over them. If the ruler of a Western 
nation passes through the streets, the crowds shout 
themselves hoarse and throw their hats high in air, 
but when the Emperor of Japan appears in public, 
he is received with profound silence and not a hat 
is seen, though now the custom of cheering is break- 
ing in upon the old ideas of reverence. It is the 
odd and laughable that attract the mind at first, 
and thus Japan seems exceedingly funny, and the 
people so like children in theie apparent lack of 
self-consciousness that they are called childish by 
many. 

Passing on to the deeper life of the nation as 
seen in the construction of the language, we find 
it has no articles and cares little for distinctions 
of sex and of number. Ithas post-positions instead 
of prepositions, and contains particles that fo- 
reigners generally do not know what to do with. 
Nearly everything in the language, the order of 
words and ideas, is, like the customs, just the 
reverse of ours, so that one seems to begin at the 
end of a book in reading it, and end at the begin- 
ing. We makeno head-way, however, in learning 
the real characteristics of the people until we see 
the absence of pronouns and the large work that 
is laid upon the verb, which carries the great rela- 
tions of superior and inferior into which society 
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- ciety? For no nation can exist, nay, no people can 
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is divided and upon which depends so much of 
family and national life. 

Another step takes us to the principles on which 
Japan used to be governed, and which have had 
a powerful influence in shaping national traits. In 
the West the individual is the unit of society, but 
here it was the family. A whole family was held 
responsible for the acts of its members. ‘This 
accounts for the expression in one of Dr. Neesina’s 
early letters to the effect that if the government 
found out he was a Christain his “ whole family 
would be crossed,” that is, crucified. When that 
splendid moral hero Sakura Sogoro was crucified, 
his wife too was put to death in the same way by 
his side, and their children were beheaded before 
the dying parents. The family, being the unit 
with which the laws dealt, became of prime con- 
sideration, To maintain the family line was the 
one essential thing, and while Japan has not been 
polygamous, concubinage has held a prominent 
pait in the perpetuation of the family. ‘lo un- 
derstand this people it is unecessary to carefully 
consider this fact. Great writers, like Maine and 
Kidd, afficm unhesitatingly that ‘ the substitution 
of the individual for the group as the unit with 
which civil laws account, is a most profoundly 
significant translation ’’ from one stage of civiliza- 
tion toa higher. The new codes recently pro- 
mulgated here show that Japan is now in the 
midst of this important transition, which will mark 
no small change in one part of the national life. 

The principle of loyalty has gained a unique 
development here and gives rise to some noble 
acts of self-sacrifice. The last words of the two 
student ‘‘spies,” who were recently subjected to 
weeks of awful torture in China are said to 
have been: “Our Emperor will honour us.” Gifts 
from the Emperor to the aged, as on the occasion 
of his silver wedding, are regarded as precious 
heirlooms, and deepen, if possible, the reverence 
for the Throne. The old-time loyalty founded on 
faith in the divine descent of the Imperial Line is 
undergoing a great change, and is giving way to 
a more rational loyalty and faith in the destiny of 
Japan. 

The whole question of Japanese morality comes 
up in connection with this principle of loyalty and 
with the maintenance of the family line. What is 
Japanese morality? Wherever Christian teach- 
ings shape public opinion, practical morality has 
centered around chastity, and the life-long union 
of one man to one woman. To be pure in heart 
and faithful in marital relations are the basis of 
the Christian home. Out of this come the honour 
and deep respect in which woman is held. But 
chastity is not the centre of Japanese morality, 
and hence the mistake is not infrequently made of 
judging them to be essentially an immoral people. 
Morally earnest Japanese have freely said with 
deepest pain that their people are licentious. 
And whoever only half searches for signs of 
this has no difficulty in discovering them on every 
hand. Parents still virtually sell their daughters 
into lives of shame, or “lend” them where there 
is a prospect of marriage. The independent 
moral character of the women is weak, for they 
have always been so much protected that the 
power of self-protection is deficient. The langu- 
age has no word for chastity as applied to men, 


What then is the moral bond of Japanese so- 


rise to the level of a nation, without some strong 
moral basis. Here it is the combined principles 
of loyalty and obedience. These have been power- 
ful conserving forces and have produced not a few 
admirable homes, out of which comes a perpetual 
moral appeal to the nation, which, under the 
stimulus of contact with Christian civilization, will 
sooner or later give chastity at least an equal 
place with loyalty and obedience, and will make it 
applicable to men as well as to women. 


Among the other virtues that have helped to 
produce the Japanese character may be mentioned 
the way in which money is regarded. It is not 
infrequent to hear Japanese who have travelled 
say :— The love of the almighty dollar on the 
part of the foreigner seems immoral.” The best 
old samuvai spirit loved simplicity of life and re- 
garded gain as unworthy of a true man. Public 
opinion now denounces any official who is suspect- 
ed of tucning public money into private uses. 
During the recent war, I have not heard of a 
single instance in which an officer diverted war 
funds to private purposes and lined his pockets 
with what belonged to the soldiers, There have, 
of course, been fraudulent contractors here as in; 
other lands, but the spirit of financial honour in: 
the army is in striking contrast to that of China. It 
istbelieved by many ‘who are in a position to obs 
serve with presumable accuracy, that corruption 
is by no means rare,” but generally speaking, 
honesty in public affairs and in all government 
relations, is an evident part of national life. But 
when one goes into mercantile circles, where for 
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Jpaviude they will bow their heads and with deep 


ages the shop-keepers were regarded as leeches 
drawing the life out of others, the numerous ex- 
ceptions to upright dealing have attracted the wide 
attention of Western peoples, and when this side 
has been exclusively regarded, the judgment is 
delivered that the Japanese are liars and widely 
dishonest. But that there is a national basis of 
financial honour is seen not only from the rapidity 
with which the Government can adopt Western 
systems of finance, but also from the fact that it 
is only eight years since bank-cheques came into 
vogue in Tokyo, and now the amount of cheques 
drawn exceeds one hundred million yen a year. 


Moral courage is one of the elements of the 
nation’s life. Nota few men have put their social 
position and even their fives in peril rather than 
be untrue to themselves and to others. The awful 
ages of harvakirsé have fortunately passed away, 
but those ghastly scenes were many times the out- 
come of exalted devotion to fidelity and honour. 
The old retainer who dashed in pieces a beautiful 
dwarfed cherry-tree of the young Shogun, saying: 
“© You care more for things than you do for men,” 
is a specimen of moral daring of which any nation 
might be proud. Yet the high cegard in which 
superiors are held and a dread of displeasing 
them, too often usurp the place of moral duty, so 
often, indeed, that some very careful observers in- 
cline to the view that the Japanese are deficieut in 
this virtue, though their ideals are high. The al- 
truistic spicit of the people and their readiness to 
yield tu the desires and good of others are worthy 
of close study. This altruism is closely allied to 
the traditional teachings of inferior and superior, 
and so tothe spirit of feudalism upon which so 
much of the development of Japan has taken place. 


In connection with moral courage it should be 
noticed that the Japanese recognize as a great de- 
fect in their national character inability to stand 
firmly on high moral principles, and a wavering 
when it comes to a demand for instant and heroic 
action. ‘* Wehave not that calm and undisturbed 
mind when in the midst of changes from joy to 
sorrow, from success to adversity. We fail to 
have the lofty hopes of an inspired prophet and to 
resist the waves of adversity. Our eyes become 
darkened and our minds excited in the presence 
of misfortune. And on this account we do not 
make and carry out far-reaching and lofty plans. 
Courageous advancing with unwavering purpese 
is not one of our characteristics. This is our great- 
est defect.” (Mr. Anesaki in Rikugo Zasshi, 
September, 1895.) 

While much of this is confessedly true it is not, 
I think, the whole truth. There are hundreds of 
students here who are determined to secure an 
education under discouragements that would break 
the resolution of any but the strongest minds, 
And we have only to glance through Japanese 
history, or at the promineut men of to-day, to see 
that there is in Japan a marked power to lay down 
far-reaching plans and to realize them, as well as 
a vacillating and weak spirit bequeathed from 
feudal ages, which spirit is especially brought into 
prominence in this age of transition from the old 
to the new. 

The Japanese are open-minded and receptive 
of all forms of truth. They seem, indeed, to 
have jumped at only material good, and in 
assimilating this to have neglected the spiritual 
side of life. I heard Rev. D. Ebina once say 
before a crowded house: * Why did our fathers 
receive Buddhism when it came to this coun- 
try? Because they saw elements of religion 
that Shintoism did not have, and so they reve- 
rently bowed their heads and gratefully accept- 
ed the truth, Why did they welcome Confuci- 
anism P Because they saw it had a moral message 
of value to us, and so they teverently and thank- 
fully receivedit. And why will our people embrace 
Christianity? Because, as soon ay they can lay 
side the prejudice of ages aiid Took dispassionate- 
y atit, they will see these grand truths that the 
teligions of Japan lack, and again, true to their 
tatitude accept the teachings of Christ.” We 
aud this spirit of openemindedness to a most 
marked extent. When the Japanese first came in 
contact with Europeans, several of the datmyos, 
with no knowledge of each other’s plans, sent 
deputations to Europe with instructions to stay 
years and study Christianity and see whether it 
was likely to be of permanent benefit to Japan. 

Professor Nitobe also says: ‘‘ The Japanese as 
a race are open-hearted, with a mind free from 
prejudice and open to conviction.” If this were 
not one of the marked characteristics of the nation, 
it would have been impossible for Japan to be 
what she is to day. 

Love of the, beautiful, inculcated by the Budd- 
hists, enters widely into the life of the whole people, 
and has added tu the woral power of the nation. 
“ The whole world may well fall down and thank 
the Japanese for what they have revealed to 


us of nature,” said an enthusiastic American 
artist to the writer. One day when travelling 
in the interior, the road took us up a long 
mountain slope of several miles in length. As 
we came suddenly out on to the crest and saw 
the wide valley opening below us with its trees in 
blossom and the fields ready for the seeds, my 
finrikishaeman, mopping the perspiration from 
his face, exclaimed: ‘ Master, just look! Isu’t 
that beautiful!’ Men and women exhausted 
with hard work, and often half-crushed under dis- 
ease, forget their labour and pain at the sight of 
some tiny dwarfed tree from whose daik stems 
the blossom is striving to break forth, and lose 
theic burdens over one look at the delicate pink 
colour of the weeping cheery-tree. Japan is the 
land of beauty, and no Greek ever rejoiced more 
in his art than do this people in the glory that 
covers this land in winter as well as in summer. 
Religious ideas, however, determine to a large 
extent the essential characteristics of a people. 
Those of a pantheistic nation must differ markedly 
from those of a theistic people. Superstitions 
abound here, and the fox has literally played the 
devil with the people. But, after all, superstitions 
sit very lightly on this people, and when the go- 
vernment commands that the cholera shall be 
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stamped out with extreme measures, the people ' 


easily give up their belief in the efficacy of the 
straw rope as a protector against the plague. No 
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such iron rule as superstition has in China is ap- | 


parent here. 
even when they build monuments to dead foxes. 

Deeper down into their hag Sa the valuable 
teligious idea of revere: ts conserving and 
even progressive Sawer is by ho mean Sih It 
enters for good into every department of life, and 
moulds the thoughts and literature of all classes. 
All inferiors owe reverence to all superiors.to such 
a degree that no one ever hears of a wife who loves 
her husband, nor of a child who loves its parents, 
nor of a worshiper who loves his god. While, of 
course, there is strong watural affection, the 
strength of the teaching here is that reverence 
holds the primary place in the family, in society, 
in the government, in religion. This is the root 
of Japanese politeness, though it runs easily into 
nothing but forms. Itis the helpful thought that 
cares for the aged. Itis the source of that Eastern 
altruism of which such eminent men as ex-Presid- 
ent Kato and others speak so glowingly. It is 
the centre of ancestral worship. It is the prevail- 
ing attitude towards all that are classed as divine 
beings. ‘‘Reverence the gods, but keep aloof 
from them, This is the part of wisdom,” said 
Confucius. This principle of reverence is so 
powerful that it comes far more natural, when 
condensing the verse,’—Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God, and thy neighbour as thyself,” to 
say, * Reverence God, Love Man,” than it does 
to say, ‘‘ Love God, Love Man.”’ For love, as 
benevolence, can come only from a superior, while 
love, as an affection, is too closely allied with pas- 
sion to have an éxalting power. 

While not attempting to give an exhaustive 
statement of the national traits, it seems to me 
that something like the above will aid to a better 
understanding of a people wlio have attracted the 
attention of the world by the rapid progress and 
by their recognized political equality with Western 
nations, as well as by their power of organization, 
seen in the late successful campaign against China. 
—J.H. De Forest in the Fapan Evangelist. 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
——____—_@—___—_- 
(Reutsr’s “Japan Matt” Seecrat Service.) 


London, May 15. 
General Joubert has been elected Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Transvaal. 


Mr. Curzon, replying to a question in the 
House of Commons regarding the concession 
made to Russia of the foreshore at Chefoo, 
stated that Sir Claude Macdonald, British Mini- 
gter at Pekin, had warned the Chinese autho- 
rities that China would be held answerable for 
any injury to British vested interests. 


| London, May 16. 
The cricket match, Australia versus Lord 
Sheffield’s Eleven, resulted in a drawn game, the 
latter wanting seventy-seven runs with six wickets 
to fall. 
London, May 20. 
Mr. Lionel Cox, Chief Justice of the Straits 
Settlements, has been knighted. 


The death is announced of the Archduke 
Charles Louis of Austria. 





The people laugh at themselves . 


“~u 
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(“Spgctac” TereGcram To THE “ JAPAN Mait,”) 


Nagasaki, May 18, 11.20 a.m. 
The Coptic arrived here yesterday with a 
case of plague on board. The patient, a China. 
man, was taken to the Quarantine Station, where 
he died at 3 p.m. There are 33 European and 
and 530 Chinese passengers on board the 
Coptic, and the vessel will be detained until 
the 28th instant. 
Hakodate, May 20. 
The Silver Fleece has arrived here with 362 
sealskins. 
Hakodate, May a1. 
The schooner Raséler has arrived here with 
611 seal-skins. 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ** Japan 
Herald,” the A an Gazette,’ an‘ other Subscribers 
in" hyo and Yokohama.) 


London, May 14. 
Cholera is raging in Alexandria to an alarm- 
ing extent. 


Fifteen thousand Italian troops are embark- 
ing at Massowah for home. 
Sir John Gorst’s new Education Bill has 
- passed the second reading in the House of 
Commons, 
London, May 1s. 
The Hottentots of Hereroland, South-west 
Africa, have risen in revolt, and the situation is 
Stated to be so serious as to necessilate the 
despatch of fresh German troops to suppress 
the insurrection. 
London, May 16. 
The British Government has formally ap- 
pealed against the acquittal of Major Lothaire. 


Formal representations have been addressed 
to France regarding British treaty rights in 
Madagascar, but up to the present no reply has 
been received from the French Government. 


Exchange on London at Paris ............25.164 
” ” » New York...... 4.882 
(Tel. trans.) 


London, May 18. 
France is negotiating with Japan to conclude 
a Treaty of Commerce. 


The inhabitants of Buluwayo and neighbour- 
hood are returning to their ordinary avocations. 


The Transvaal Executive has confirmed the 
sentence of banishment on the Reform Com- 
mittee prisoners. 

London, May 19. 

Spain has decided to send fifty thousand more 
troops to Cuba in the autumn, owing to the 
spread of the rebellion. 


The Vienna correspondent of Zhe Times 
States that Russia and France intend making a 
vigorous effort to enforce their views on the 
Egyptian question at the earliest opportunity 
after the Czar’s coronation. 


London, May 21. 

The Transvaal Executive has temporarily 
commuted the sentence of death passed on the 
leaders of the Reform Committee to one of 
fifteen years’ imprisonment pending further re- 
vision of the sentence next week. The remain- 
der of the sentences range variously from three 
months to a year, nine of the prisoners being 
acquitted. The fines are upheld, but the sen- 
tence of banishment will be remitted if the 
prisoners give their word of honour not to in- 
terfere in the politics of the Transvaal in the 
future. 





(From tus “N.C. Dairy News.”) 
London, May 12. 
Two Indian infantry regiments, one cavalry 
regiment, and one battery of artillery have been 
ordered to proceed to Suakim, replacing the 
Egyptian garrison there, which will be moved 
across the desert to the Nile, 
The Italians are evacuating Adigrat. 
Kiangyin, May 12, 9 p.m. 
The Protestant Mission premises here were 
attacked by rioters to-day, and the property 
looted. The missionaries are safe. 


(From tus ‘* Cuina Mat.”) 
Shanghai, May 9, 4.46 p.m, 
With reference to the difficulties which have 
arisen in Shantung, as stated in Shanghai news- 


papers, the Russians assert that they will insist 
upon taking possession of the property despite 
the protests of the British Minister, Sir Claude 
Macdonald, and the prior claims of Messrs. 
Fergusson and Co. 

Four Russian warships are lying off Chefoo 
ready to land men if necessary. 

The Institution St. Joseph, 24 Rue Mentau- 
ban, is suing Messrs. J.D. Clark and T. W. 
Kingsmill, joint editors of the Shanghai Mer- 
cury, for libels upon the Convent, contained 
in recent correspondence in that journal alleg- 
ing the commission of terrible crimes. Dam- 
ages are laid at Taels 25,000. 

Shanghai, Monday, May 11, 10.17 a.m. 

The Marine Court of Inquiry into the circum- 
stances connested with the disastrous collision 
at Woosung has issued its finding. 

Capt. T. Hards, of the China Navigation S.S 
Co.'s steamer Mewchwang, is held to be in 
blame for the collision, having been on the 
wrong side of the river. He is severely censur- 
ed by the Court, but his certificate is not dealt 
with. 





CHESS. 
Ss 


(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuaas Kopitour.) 


The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for 
the off-season, and re-opens on Thursday, Ist 


October. 
The Tokyo Chess Club meets at the Tokyo Hotel 
every Friday from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. 


ProBLem No, 231. 
By Cart ScHLecatTer, Vienna. 


BLACK. 
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wuits, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 


Correct answers to Problem No, 228 have ar- 
rived from E.J.K. and W.d.H, 


Game No. 4o1. 
STEINITZ V, SCHIFFERS. 
First game in the match, played on 4th March, 
(Notes from the Scotsman.) 


RUY LOPEZ. 


30—P to K B 5 (e) 


31—O to O02 
32—P to B6 
33—O to Kt 5 
34—O takes K P 
35—O to Ki 2 
36—O to R sq. 
37—Ptw KR3 
38—K to R2 


39—P takes R 
40—Kt takes R 
Resigns (gz) 


30—K R to B sq. 


31—R takes P 
32—0O to B sq. 
33—-Ptw KR3 
34—R to K sq. 
35—O to Kt 5 
36—R to R 5 (f) 


37-OQ wK Kis 
38—K takes P ch. 
39—R takes Kt ch, 
40—O takes Kt ch. 


(a) Coe +e inferior defence to j.....,... P toQ R3, or 


Rak ctaace Kt to 


(b) To prevent a White Knight being planted at K B 5, where 


it would 


very offensive for B 


lack. 


(c) Instead ot this attacking move, White should have guard- 
ed against the threatened danger. Black’s next wove wins the 


exchange. 


(d) As Black foresaw at his asst move, he now wins the Rook 


for the Bishop, 


(e) Played on the chance that something might come of it. 
White has lust the game, hence these reckless tactics. 
(f) black plays the remainder of the gaine very forcibly, This 


move threatens mate in 2. 


(z) Black wins as follows — 
41—-KtoRsq. QtoK 5ch.J4s—Qto Kt2 K to Bq. 
42—K to Ra to Bach. | 46—K to Kt a Q takes R ch. 


B 
43—K to Ktsq. QtoK6ch.]4 takes Q takes Q, and 
44—R to B 2 B 2 takes UW Black win with 
his extra Pawn. 


SS 


Game No. 492. 


The following is a game of the Championship 
Tourney at the Melbourne Chess Club. 


PETROFF COUNTER ATTACK. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Schiffers, Steinits. 
i—PtoK4 I—Pto K 4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—O Kt to B3 
3—Bto Kt5 3—B to B 4 (a) 
4—Castles 4—O to B3 
5—-P to B3 5—K Ktto K2 
6—P to Q 4 6—P takes P 
7—Bto Kt 5 7—O to Kt 3 
8—O B takes K Kt 8—B takes B 
g—P takes P g—Castles 
1o—Kt to B3 10—P to O03 
11—KttoQO5 11—B to O sq. 
12—O t0 O3 12—Kt to Kt sq. 
13—B to B4 133—P 0 OB3 
14—Kt to B 4 4-0 toR3 
15—Kt to K 2 I5— poe J 
16—Kt to Kt 3 16—Kt to Kt 3 
17—B to Kt 3 17—B to B 2 
ae R to B sq. 18—B to 8 2 
t9—PtoO5 19—PtoO B4 
20—KttoO4 20—P to Kt 3 (b) 
21—P to B 4 (c) 21—O R to B sq. 
22—Kt (OQ 4) to K2 22—PtoB 5 


23——B takes P 
24—R takes Kt 
25—P to Kt 3 
26—K to R sq. 
27—QO to B2 
28—P takes B 
29—PtoK 5 


Digitized by Coc gle 


23—Kt takes B 
24—B to Kt 4 (d) 
25—B to Kt 3 ch. 
26—Q to Kt2 
27—B takes R 
28—R to B 2 
29—P takes P 


WHITE, BLACK. 
Mr. Loughran. F Mr, Kerr. 
1—Pto K4 I—P to K4 
2—Ktto K B 3 2—KttoK B3 
3—Kt takes P 3—P 0 O3 
4—Kt to K B3 4—Kt takes P 
5—PtoO4 5—B to K 2 (a) 
6—BtoQO3 6—Ktto K B3 
7—Castles 7—Castles 
8—PtcOB3 8—=-P to 04 
g9—BtoK Kt5 9—Kt to K sq. 
10—B takes B 10—O takes B 
11—R to K sq, 11—-O w O03 
12—Kt to Q 2 12—P to 5 4 (b) 
13—P takes P 13—Q takes P 
14—O0 to OB2 14—Pto KR3 
15—K to K 5 (c) I5—Kt to K B3 * 
16—Q Rto K sq. 16—KttoOB3 
17—K R to K 2 17—QO to Kt 3 
18—K1 to B sq. 18—BtoK Ks 
I9—Rto KZ > 19—B takes Kt 
20—R takes B 20—Kt to Q 2 (d) 
21I—R to K Kt3 21—O Rto O Bsq. 
22—Q to QO 2 22—Kt (QO B3) to K4 
23—B to O Kt sq. 23—O R to K sq. 
24—Kt to K 3 24—Kt (Q 2) to B3(e) 


25—R takes P ch, 
20—Kt to B 5 cli. 


25—K takes R (f) 
26—K to Kt sq. 


27—O takes P 27—Kt to B 6ch. 
28—P takes Kt 28—R takes R ch, 
29—K to Kt 2 29—Kt to R4 


30—Kt to K 7 ch. 


31—Q to K R7 mate. 


30—R takes Kt 


NOTES FROM THE “* AUSTRALASIAN,”’ 


(a) This move, followed by the immediate retreat of Kt to K 
B 3, is now regarded as the best continuation for Black in this 


opening. 
(b) A bad move, 
out of play. 


It both isolates the Q P and takes the Q 


(c) Played on the chance of tempting 15..,...... P to K B3, in 
reply to which White wou'd play 16—R takes P. As, however, 
Black does not fall into the trap White’s move is a waste of time. 

(d) Black's best play here was probably ao,.,..,... QR to K sq,, 


forcing an exchange of Rooks. 


(ce) This gives White the opportunity for a pretty termination. 


if) If instead as......... 
to HR 


K to Rsq., White’s rejoinder is 36—R 
3, with a winning game. 


Game No. 493. 


A pretty old-fashioned 


brilliant, played at 


Atlanta, Georgia, U.S., between Messrs. Boykin 


and Wurm. 


EVANS GAMBIT, 


WHITE. BLACK, 

S. Boykin. A. F. Wurm. 
1—Pto K4 i—Pto K 4 
2—K Kt to B3 2—Q Kt to B3 
3—-BtoB4 3—Bto B4 
4—PtoO Kt4 4—B takes P 
5—-P to OB3 5—BtoR4 
6—PtoO4 6—P takes P 
7—Castles 7—P takes P 
8—O to Kt 3 8—O to B3 
g—PtoK 5 9—O to Kt 3 


10—Kt takes P 


11—K R to QO sq. (a) 


10o—K Kt to K 2 
11—Castles 


12—B to O03 12—Q to K 3 (b) 
13—B takes P ch.! 13—K to R sq. 

14—O Kt to 14—Kt to K Kk 3 (c) 
I5—Ktto K Kt 5! 15—O takes P 
16—K B takes Ke 16—P to O 3 (d) 
17—Q to K B3! 17—Resigns. 


(a) It is generally thought better to play the Q R to this 


Square after 11—B to R 3. 


(b) Castling was premature. 
Kt to K 2, petting the Queen in serious danger. 
ly. Exchangi 

To stop the terrible Q to 


{3} Losing quic 
about as conclusive. 


Original from 


If now Q to R 4, there would be 


could hardly be worse, 
R3. But Q to K B 3is just 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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MAIL STEAMERS, 


——_—_—_—_—-——__—_—_— 
THE NRXT MAIL (S DUS 
From Ametica ....scc0 pec P. M. Co. Thursday, June 6th.* 
From Canada, &c....... perC.P. RL Co, Monday, y sgth.t 
From Americar... perO. %& O. Co. Sunday, May 3r8t t 
Krom Gongkong ...... per C. P.R. Co. Thursday, May s8th.§ 
From Hongkong ...... per P. M. Co. Saturday, May goth.] 


From Hongkong ...... per P. & O. Co. 


Sunday, May gs:st. 
Erom Europe, via 


Hongkong  ..s.ss.cseee per M. M. Co Monday, June zst. 
From Kurope, via 
Hongkong ..e.ccsescee per N. D. Lloyd Wed’day, June xoth. 





* China left San Francisco via Honolulo on May soth. t Empress 
oe China left Vanconver on May sath. :1 Doric left San Francisco 
via Honolulu on May seth. 4 Bmpress of Japan (with Rnylish mail) 
Aeft Hongkong on May eoth. | City ¢ Rie de Jantive left Hong- 
kong on May suet. 


THE NEXT MAIL LEAVES 


Gor America ..... seevees per O,. & O.Co Saturday, May goth. 
Gor Hongkong ....00 per P.& O.Co. Sunday, May agth. 
For Hongkong ......08 perC. P.R.Co. Monday. May agth. 
Wor Canada, &c. ,.... perC.P.&.Co. Priday, May agin. 


For Victoria, B.C..,.... per N. #. Co. 


Friday, May agth. 
®or Europe, via Shang- 


TAL ..cccccsorseccceeeceeees per M. M. Co, Sunday, May srst 
For America ........000 per P. M. Co. Suodav, May 31st. 
Four Victoria, B.C....... perO.R.& N.Co. Thursday, June 4th. 
Vor Gurope, via Hong- 

WOT crecescescerseecoeees per N. 1). tlovd «Saturday, June 13th. 





LATEST SHIPPING. 
eee 


ARRIVAIS. 

Macduff, British steamer, 1,882, W. S. Thomson, 
rth May,—Hongtong 8h May, General,— 
Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, E. W. Has- 
well, 15th May,—Shanghai vid ports, 8th May, 
Mails andjGeneral.—Nippow Yusen Kaisha. 

Saint Ronald, British steamer, 1,984, W. H. Cle- 
ments, 15th May,—Middlesboro’ vid ports, 17th 
March, Railway Iron.—Mitsui Bissan Kaisha. 

Ancona, Britist steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
16th May,—Hongkong vid ports, 8th May, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Pigmy (6), British gunboat, Captain H. A. Phillips, 
16h May,—Nagasaki 12th May. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, rgth 
le a a 16th May, Coal.—Mitsu Bishi 

ha. 

Chiyoda Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,160, T. Ishi- 
kawa, toth May,—Hakodate 17th May, Gene- 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Glengarry, British steamer, 1,985, Ferguson, roth 
May,—London vid ports, 13th March, General, 
—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Gaisen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,110, R. Yano, 
roth May,—Kobe 18th May, General.—-Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Shibata Maru, japanese steamer, 1,714, Matsu- 
moto, 19th May,—Sakata 16th May, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Centurion (14), British flagship, Captain S. H. M. 
Login, 20th May,—Nagasaki, vid Tateyama 
Bay, 2oth May. 

Calédonien, French steamer, 2,500, Blanc, 20th 
May,—Marseilles 12th April, Hongkong tath 
May, Shanghai 16th, and Kobe rgth, Mails and 
General.—-Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Segamit Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
2oth May,—Otaru vid ports, 17th May, Gene- 
cal.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, 20th 
May,—Hongkong 3rd May, Nagasaki 171h, and 
oo roth, Mails and General.—O. & O.S.S. 

0. ; 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Sinich, 21st May,—San Francisco 5th May, 
Mails and General.-P. M.S.S. Co. . 

Tatren Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,795, F. Brown, 
22ud May,—Shimonoseki rgth May, Coal.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Teucery, British steamer, 1,802, Riley, 22nd May, 
—London vid ports, Shanghai oth May, and 
Kobe 20th, General.— Butterfield & Swire. 


DEPARTURES. 

Detke Rickmers, German steamers, 2,314, Siegel, 
15th May,—Hamburg and Antwerp wid ports, 
General.—Mitsui Bussan Kaisha. 

Hertha, German steamer, 1,642, Hildebrandt, 16th 
May,—Havre and Hamburg via potts, General, 
—Simom Evers & Co. 

Telamon, British steamer, 1,555, Purdy, r6th May, 
—London vid ports, General.—Butterfield & 
Swice. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, A. Harras- 
sowitz, 16th May,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Hi, Alirens & Co., Nachf. 

Riofun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, Yoshizawa, 
16th May,—Otaru vid ports, General.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Natal, French steamer, 4,038, Verron, 17th May, 
—Shangtrai vid Kobe, Mails and General.— 
Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Hakusan Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,193, Carbota, 
1 a ea a General.— Nippon Yusen 

isha. 


Federation, British steainer, 1,386, Jno. Prentice, 
19th May,—Java and Hongkong vid Moji, Bal- 
last to Moji.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Hyson, British steamer, 2,880, 
May,—London vid ports, 
Strachan & Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, E. W. Has- 
well, roth May,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails and 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Macduff, British steamer, 1,882, W. S. Thomsen, 
zoth May,—Moji vid Kobe, Ballast.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 2tst 
May,—Nagasaki, Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Peru, American steamer, 2,540, D. E. Friele, 
22nd May,—San Francisco, Mails and Gene- 

ral.—=—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Agapanthus, British steamer, 2,866, Robt. J.C. 
Todd, 21st May,—London and Antwerp via 
ports, General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Gaisen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,110, R. Yano, 
22nd May,—Otacu vid ports, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 


. S. Hogg, 1gth 
eneral.—W. M. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIV8€D. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 
hai viA ports:—Dr. Page, Miss L. Howard, Mere. 
Clayton, Mr. C. Natabara, Lieut. Sturdy, Lieut. 
Mitchell, Mis. J.C. Davis, Mr. Charles Crosby, 
Miss Crosby, Mr. J. K. Whitton, Mr. Ishiguro, 
Lieut. Kendrick, Mr. Jar Hands, Mr. Richardson 
and childien, Captain Tilett, Rev. S. Couling, 
Mr. F. Domballe, and Mrs. C. Miyazaki in cabin 3 
Mr. Kustumoto, Mr, G. Tanaka, Mi. M. Concoff, 
Mrs. M. Hasthimoto, Mr. Donald, Mr. P. Kane, 
and Mr. Dack in second class. 

Per British steamer Ancona, from Hongkong 
vid ports:—Captain W. F. Greville, Messrs. J. L. 
Wood, G. B. Haines, E. J. Watt, A. H. Sharpe, 
K. Arito, G. Mudge, Becker, Webb, and Miss 
Webb in cabin. 

Per French steame: Calédonien, from Marseilles 
viA ports :—Mr, Paul Schramm, Mr. Carl Bremer, 
Mr. K. Date, Mr. F. Griffith, Mr. and Mes. 
Pernet and 2 children, Mr. Richardson, Mr. Ch. 
Fymard and son, Ms. I:rwine, Mr. Van Vicip, 
Mr. Mend, Mr. Van Walici, Mrs. Otama, Mr. 
and Mrs. Baches, Mr. and Mrs. Arual, Mr. Gri- 
mand, Mr. and Mrs. Montague, 3 children and 
servant, Mr. G. Sterling, Mr. and Mes. Bell 
Irving, Miss Maid, Messrs, Morris, Lowder, Bup- 
bird, Schmidt, Remijio Pecez, Vidal, Wong Ni 
Wo, and Pannell in cabin 5 one Chinese in steerage. 

Pec American steamer Peru, from Hongkong 
viA ports:—Miss M. Sutherland, Mis. Nepean, 
Mr. C. Ewens, Mr. Eugene Pras, and Mr. A. L. 
Koch in cabins For San Francisco :Captain 
Geo. Le Favor, Dr. N. Garton, Miss A. C. 
Thompson, Miss C. Thompson, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Sam Ah Tye in cabin. 

Per American steamer City of Peking, ftom San 
Francisco:—Mrs. Lt. H. Winslow, Mr. ‘I’. Luis 
de Quatiria, Rev. G. K. Irie, Mr. C. Yoshida, 
Mr. Oscar Bruhle, Mr. J. Yamasaki, and Mr. S. 
Akusawa in cabin. 

DEPARTED. 


Per German steamer Hokengollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports :—Mr. and Mis. A. B. Clerk, Miss 
Brownlow, Mr, and Mrs. Keats, Mr. Thos. Cume 
ming, Mr. Geo. Bayfield, Mr. Walter Hunt, Mr. 
G. Logen, Mr. and Mrs. F. Townley, and Mr. T. 
H. Kershaw in cabin; Mr. and Mrs. Komor, Me. 
and Mrs. Kalin, and Mr. and Mes. Worth in 
second class. 

Per French steamer Natal, for Shanghai via 
Kobe :—Madame Bayne, Mr. E. J. Plaza, Mr. 
Courant, Mrs. Courant, Messrs. Sestier, Dupax, 
Hewatt, Obata, Motoki Kondo, H. Oki, H. 
Harvey, Ceci Daniel, R. H. R. Butder, A. Jark, 
Tsutchiya, Paul Kleinwort, G. W. Birch, L. J. 
Jessop, Morris, Woog, Schwabe, F. H. Bugbird, 
Felipe Zamora, Mrs. Gandida Obispo, Miss 
Francisca del Rossario, Mr. Jean Miciano, Mr. 
Mariani Oivala, Mrs. A. Be: gerowski, Messrs. 
Galand, C. Bergnowski, Aesclin, Konissimi, and 
Rassou in cabin ; five quartermasters and seamen 
and 4 Japanese in steerage. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports:—Miss Lee, Dr. Page, Mr. Fleming, 
Lieut. Nozaki, Mr., Mrs., and Master Nicolle and 
four children, Messrs. H. Takahashi, Kakiuchi, 
Aoyama, Onhtaki, Mori, Domballe, Ichihashi, 
Lieut. Ogata, Mrs. and Mr. Kawamoto, and Mr, 
Shiga in cabin; Miss Asai, Messrs. Ozaki, Takata, 
Waugh, and R. Hanisch in second class. 

Per American steamer Peru, for San Francisco: 
—Mr. C. Anceaux, Mr. and Mes, Allen Hughes, 
Dr. W. A. Brown, Mr. and Mes. P. Bougouin, 
Lieut.~Commander E. W. Sturdy, U.S.N., Mr. B. 
F. Chappell and 2 children, Mr. Chas, Crosby, 
Miss Crosby, Mr. E. Davies, Miss Dr. N. Garton, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. L. Hutchinson; Mr. Alb, L. 
Koch, Sic Kenneth Cumming, Lieut. O. Kendrick, 


Google 


Captain Geo. B. Lefavour, Miss J. E. Locke, Mr. 
C. Herot, Mr. and Mis. R. D. Potter and 3 
children, Mr. M. Revon, Mr. and Mis. Sam Ah 
Tye, Mrs. Seabrook, Mr. V. Stranb, Miss 
Thomson, Miss A. C. Thomson, and Rev. E. R. 
Woodman in cabin. 


CARGOES. 
Per British steamer Victoria, for Tacoma,Wash.., 
viA Victoria, B.C. :— 
TEA. 








CHICAGO N&W YORK PACIFIC 
CANADA. AND WREST. AND BAST. CAOBT. IUTAL. 
Vokohama . 122 637 1,486 § 2,250 
Hongkong... ove _— = — 58 §! 
Total ...... 12a 637 1,486 56 = 2, 308 
SILK, 
WRW YORK. SAN FRANCISCO. TOTAL. 
Hongkong wcccsees 47 vee cere = 47 
Yokohama een eee seasaee 69 eee reseee —_ eeeecoeced 69 
Total... ...00 onecee 156 soe cecces — eo an€ 


RATES. 

TOO oo. cceses ssseesserseesereeseee 2 ceMtS Gold per Ib. gross. 

Silo ... cc ccessecsseeresesssseeeee 3 Comts Gold per Ib. gross. 

Measurement.................. $41 Gold per ton. 

Per German steamer Hokensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports :—Raw Silk for Europe, 100 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 110 bales. 

Per French steamer Natal, for Shanghai vid 
Kobe :—Raw Silk for Europe, 315 bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 17 bales. 

Per American steamer Peru, for San Francisco :— 


THA. 
eat NEW CLEYB- 
@MANCIBEO, YORKeCHICAGO. TROLT. UTICAe LANDe Firat, 
Hyogo...... — 543 — 260 —- — 803 
Vokohama. 1,378 1,327 977 — 226 462 4,370 
Total ...1,378 1,870 977. 260 226 462 5,173 
Slim. 
BAN - iw 
PANT IMC, «CO, MAKDTFIORE, errr an, 
Hongkong ......... _- 25 - a5 
Vokohama ......... _ 157 —_ 1$7 
Total _ 182 - 182 


LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
—_—_—___¢—______- 


IMPORTS. 


Yarns move a little, and best qualities of Ordi- 
wary singles are the turn dearer. Shirtings dead. 
Fancties comatose. Woolleus nothing doing. Al- 
together an unsatisfactory market, no business 
done in anything but Yarns. 

COTTON PIRCK Goons, 
Pek riace. 
Uisey Shistings—84 mh, shh yds. syinches $2.40 to 2.80 
Grey Shictings—gih, 384 yds. qsinches 2.70 to 3.25 


C. Cloth—7th, 24 yards, 42inches...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shictings—12 yards, ayinches,. 1.90 tp 2.40 
Prints—Assurted,24 yards, soinches,, 200 to 3.75 
Cotton—Halians and Satteens Wlacie, PER YARD. 
BP TNCHES ccc cecee ceeeceterereeeeee. O16 tO a2 
PER riece, 
Vel vets—-Dlack, 35 yacds,a2inches ... 8,0 lo 60,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-yinches,. 0.75 to o.90 
TurkeyReds—z.0 to 2.4%h, 24/25 yards, 
ZO TNCHES wcrc scccee cccsssccseesecceeces U§ORO 8 65 
Tuckey Reds—s.8 to 4tb, 24/25 yards, 2 
JO INCHES r.cccccccsccsecteccccreesereesee HJOLO #.9015 
Turkey Reds— 3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, Z. 
$2 inches .....5. a.toto 2.5013 


Turkey Reds—4.8 to 5%, 24/25 yards, 
BB TOCKES occ ceccee ssc cce srr ccevsee eececes 


aa8 27olo 3.10 
WOOLLTNS., 


Pak YARD, 
flannel..... 000 coe sos can 000 coe oss coc cee Oe eteue, #0.40 lu 0.474 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches best 0.35 to 0.41 


Medium 


Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 
Italian Cloth, so yards, 32 inches 


ago to 0.348 


Common wescccseccsescceeceeesererseeees 0.29 0 0,375 
Mousseline de t.aine—Crape, 24 yards, 

QD TMCNES.....0 cee rec crecen coerce cccccrens 0.88 100.32 
Cloths—Pilotn, §; @ sSinches ......... 0.9§ to 0.50 
Clotha—Presidents, §4@ SG inches ... 0.60 to 0.65 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ §6 inches......... O40 to 0.70 
Rtankets—Scaclet and Green, 3 to sth, 

OT TW crc cccccc ccc sev cee cer cer ceesencee 0.00 tn 0.978 

COTTON VARS, Pak vicur.. 

Mus. 16/24, Singles ...ccscececcercseeesens $36-50 to 98.50 
Nos. 28/32, Singles .......c.ssecsseeeees 40,00 tO 41.50 
NOS. 38/42, SimgbesS wcocssccessseeseeeernee G00 CO 45,00 
Nos. 32, Doubles ...ccsscccsresesssssreee 44:00 tO 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ....ccccsceeessesseeeeeee 47-500 49.50 
N08. 2:60, Plater... cc cccceccecceccee se eerece 

Nos. 2/80, Plait... sccssgeceessesescereeenes P Nominal. 

N08. 2/100, Plain crecesseccsessecerseecerces 


Nos, 2/60, Gassed oo... ces se. seocee ver sores 
Nos. a;8o, Gassed... 260 080 cob seb cen en ese Ce 
Nos, 2/100, Gassed 1.00. .0sceereseeens 
MICLALS. 
Quotations changed somewhat. Better trade 
generally, although some kinds are stagnant yet. 
Bars and Galvanized fair sales. Sheets and 
Plates scarce. Pig in full supply, no buyers. 
Nails—Small business, Tin Plates—Nothiag done. 
PSR FICOL, 
Hlat ace, 4 iach... 000 000 60 ces cae ven cee cee nes $3.30 to 3.35 
Flat Bars, dich... cee cesceecee coe cee serene 3635 (0 3.40 
Round and square upto finch ........ 3.30 lo 3.40 
(ron Plates, assorted wr.cserorscccesessrrees $60 (0 3.70 
Sheet From ..sccssceseece 4.50 to 4.70 
Galvanised Iron sheet 9.00 to 9.35 


76.00 to 81.00 
92.00 to 97.00 
se 205.00 to 195.00 
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Wire Nails, assorted... 0.0... ccc ceecce eee es 


5.50 to 5.60 
lin Ulates, per box ........ §.00 to 5-20 
Pi Me, BCG A sei cee dc cdeet 1.65 to 1.70 


KEROSHNIC. 
Dull; foreign holders try to sustain prices but 
valive dealers are weakening. Country demand 
small just now. 
PLUMOTIOEN acs saiensst igi veto eanisenin an $809 1 O45 


URS sak iicntr es tiitdia stamina SSS OE COM 


SUGAK, 


Brown—Small business. Takao nominal ata 
decline in values, Lower grades of China sorts 
easier, White—Java quiet. Refined very quiet, 
but holders maintain their attitude, 

rer PICUL, 
$4.25 to 4.30 
45.00 to §.10 
3.85 to 3.90 
3.80 to 4.80 
6.75 to 6.80 
6,75 to 9.30 


Hrown Takao .........000 06 
Brame Maal .ocsoceseenssses soe cencees 
Brown Daitong (New)  .........0cc cee see eee 
CRE ERG ci5:0s0.cde cus cskcgsnarset tadsieece 
White Java and Penang .........00005 
White Refined oo... cc. ccc cee cee eee 


secon... Nom. 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK, 


gp market with small business. In spite of 
bad weather aud sinister tumours about New 
crop, holders are willing to accept small conces- 
sions on our quotations for old Silk. Advices 
from China give good hope of a plentifat crop in 
the Tsatlee and ‘laysaam districts. 
QUOTATIONS. 
Filatures—(xtra gst, 10/42 den,,,.Nom. $760 to 770 
Filatures~Ifxtra 03/15, 14/16 den...Nom. ~ 
Filatures—No. 1, 60/03 dlemiets......ccecee cee 
Filatures——No.t, 14/05, 64/16 Wem. 
Filatures—No. «4, tof/t14 deniers ..........4. 
Filatuees—No, oh. 09/06, egityedem. cou 
Filatures—No, 2, 10/15 dewiers .. ....ccsee cee 


740 to 750 
665 to 675 
710 to 740 
635 to 645 
660 to 680 


Filatures—No, 2, 14/18 deniers ......0.0... 620 to 625 
Re-reels—No. 1, 649/95, t4/t6 dem. cseecee 630 
Re-reels—No. 14, 14/16, 14/17 deniers....., 510 to 620 
Re-reelsa—No. 2, 04/08 demers .. . recess §80 tO 590 
Re-reels—No, 24, 14/18 cleniers veeeee 570 tO 575 
Re-reela—No. 4, 14/2 dleniers.., .. Nom. §§0 to 560 
Kakedas—idies ...........0.0.0...... Nom. _ 
Kakedas—No. 0)... ..ccce ce eeseeeseesee Nome — 
alee cdnbser INO. UG cee cae des ssccsscnest sin jacesn: cs _ 
Kakedas—No. 2 wc ceccecsenceecse ces cee eee seesse 600 tO 610 
Kamedas—No. 24...... 0.000000 —_ 


WASTE SILK. 


Market firm, with a business in available sorts. | 


Quotations unchanged. Stock about 6,0co piculs. 


QUOTATIONS. 
Noshi—Filature, Best ...... ccc creer see $805 to 
Noshi—Filature, Good ........0.:0cee eee 100 to 
Noshi—Oshu, Hest.. ....cccccceseeeceseeeeveree BIO tO 
NoshimOshit, Good  .,,...... see cee cee cee cee ene 
Nashi—Oshu, Medias 02... ....00 cesses ce eee 
Noshi—Shingbu, Best 00... 060... cee see cae eee 
Noshi—Shinshu, Good .......6..60 ee 55 to 65 
Noshi—Bushu, West .............ccsseceseeeees 10§ tO 110 
Noshim—Bushiu, Good  v..cccsecceceeeeeeseeeee QS 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... ........cccsseeeee QO €O gad 
Noshi—Joshu, Goud .,,.....6-6.ceceeceerene 60 to 65 
Noshim—joshit, Bair .......ccsceceecesereeeeeee 55 tO 574 
Kibiso—Filature, West ......cc0cccecserereee 85 to QO 
Kibiso—Filature, Seconds .....cs0.eeee 75 ta 80 


TEA. 

Large business ; over 25,000 piculs settled dur- 
ing the week, Quality good and the Crop gene- 
rally is a decided improvement on the last, Prices 
for Fine to Choice are a little better, as those 
grades are comparatively scarce. Mediums and 
Commons in full supply, and plenty of buyers at 
quotations, 


110 
105 
15 
105 tolto 
too to 105 





QUOTATIONS. 
Choicest 02.000 000 000 sn cesses sesceecceescceeeesceeese G30 UP 
CR CECD ice ses ces cnc ccescerenccn veesencesvisenciiceanvees SF tO 38 
Finest PTURTIOTINIIO TEE ee ee ee ere) 25 to 26 
ERG ccc carcectnecssach sesseceaesre coreg scesriccsnesss SS OO 84 
abd MeO insacctesaicmmmusimnea 82-) $0 
DE IUOR icc isn estacesendsetee extctnaemewenens 08 iG 30 
Good Common hipeievenvenuniies 16 to 17 
EXCHANGE. 


Exchange has been remarkably steady, no alter-| 


ations in rates having been made during the week. 
Sterling —Bank T.T. ses ase ces cee 2/BqegtOF 
Bills on demand.,,, 2/242, tog 
4 months’ sight ...2/22+102% 
Private 4 months’ sight...2/3t0228 
6 months’ sight,,,2/3}to2, 
On Patis—Bawk sight ....0.....0. 0062-789 109 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight... 2.83 
On Hongkong——Bank sigtrcsssccceccee 9 °/, 4. 
Private fodays sight.13 9/0 d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ....... sie. 729 
Private 10 days sight... 73§ 
On India—Bank SiQht ..cceecweccecewaes 1QO 
Private 30 days’ sight.,.... 192 


On Amerien— Bak Kills on demand... §34t04 
Private 4 months’ sight 561054 
Cn Germany—Bank sight ......... 062.25 106 


Private 4 mouths’ sight 2.30 
Bar Silver CLSUGON) iccccncoeancars mane ZIys 


Digitized by (Sor gle 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT. 


Yokohama, May 18th, 1896. 

Business has been done in H. & S. Banks from 
Hongkong at 185 per cent. premium and in Raub 
Mines at $6.30. Indo-Chinas are wanted in 
Hongkong at $67. 

Grand Ilotels are wanted locally at $152.50. 
Club Hotel Debentures have been placed locally 
at $107 ex the accrued interest. Japan Breweries 
continue to be enquired for, and offers of shares 
are wanted, 

Yokohama, May 2oth. 

Latest mail advices from Hongkong are dated 
the 12th and 13th inst., from which the following 
movements in the share market have to be noted, 

H. & S. Banks have been done at 183/2 per cent. 
premium and were wanted at the lower rate. 
Unions and Straits were in demand at $215 
and $28.25; $30 has been paid for September 
shares. H.C. & M. Steamboats have been sold 
at $33.50; Indo-Chinas at $66; Douglasses at $54 
and China Mutuals £10 Preference Shares at 
£8.5. The latter were still wanted at the time of 
the closing of the mail. China Sugars fetched 
$115. Luzons were wanted at $60. Hongkong 
Lands had buyers at $71.50, whilst sellers held 
out for $72. H. & K. Whasfs have been sold to 
a large extent at $47/46.50. Watsons have been 
placed at $12.75 and were in demand, The 
Company will pay a final dividend of $0.50 per 
share; the Daily Press of the 13th instant pub- 
lished the Report of the Company. Bells Asbestos’ 
Report also appeats in the same issue. Raub 
Mines have been placed at $5.10 and were in 


demand, Punjoms remained steady at $13.50, On 
the rth inst. the Cyanide process result was 
wired (610 tons of ore yielding 237 ounces of gold 
of an assay value of £2.2,9). ‘his is equal to 135 
ounces of a full value of £3.15 per ounce, and was 
considered.a very good result, Shares jumped to 
$18 in consequences, but the market being over- 
burdened with sellers at that rate, shares weak- 
ened and the cate dropped to $15, closing steadier 
at $15.25/50. 

H. & K,. Wharfs have been placed locally to-day 
at $46; North Chinas to Shanghai at Tis. 202.50; 
Shanphai Lands to the same destination at ‘I'ls. 
81; and Japan Breweries at $180, 

Grand Hotels continue in demand at $152.50. 
Other stocks unchanged as per last quotations, 

Yokohama, May aust. 

Business has to be reported in Indo-Chinas at 
$69 for the 31st August, in Sraits at $30 for 30th 
September, and Geo. Fenwicks at $25 for cash, the 
two former from Hongkong and the latter tw the 
same port, 


Locally, Japau Breweries have changed hands 
at $180. Offers for a few shares are wanted, 
Giand Hotels are wanted at $152.50. 

National Banks can be placed locally at $28, 
whilst Raubs ave on offer. Hongkong quotes them 
by wire to-day at $5.50, with sales at that rate, 

Yokohama, May 22nd, 

We have no news to report from China. 

Japan Breweries have again been placed at 
$180, and at the close $190 has been paid. Club 
Hotel Debentures—A small lot of these is offer- 
ing at $107. 








Cuticura 





For the 


\ 
fee 4 


A warm shampoo with CUTICURA SOAP, followed by gen- 
tle applications of CUTICURA (ointment), the great skin cure, 
will clear the scalp of crusts, scales, and dandruff, allay itch- 
ing, soothe irritation, stimulate the hair follicles, and produce 
a clean, healthy scalp and luxuriant hair, when all else fails, 


Bold throughout the world. British depot: F. Nawnuny & Sows, 1, 
Deve axp CusmicaL Conrozazion, Fars gba owt Bay, 8 Sone, 1, King Edward-st., London, E.C. Porras 










SS 


SSS - %y mar pyaeee| Lhe Physician’s Oure 
| e E , ; for Gout, Rheumatio 
| Se , G é P Pa Gout and Gravel; the 
| xd BA “1 Ze A. ; ; 7) safest and most gentle 
ae ee Oe OT ee Medicine for Infants, 
aa Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sich» 
ness of Pregnancy, 


The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 
—anrcl ia es v 
Sold Throughout the World, 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 

February 29th, 1896. 
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Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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“A CHARMING SCENT.” 


H.R.H. The Duchess of York. 


WHITE ROSE. 


‘*The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF gla 


AT Kl N S oO N’ Ss ONLY. “GENUINE. 


Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, 

Sachets, & all other specialities with this 

“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 

ee nN 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 





MILKMAID 


CON DENSED MILK 


e ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
, Rica all the cream of the original milk. 
i In the process of manufacture nothing but 
“£ii water is removed, nothing but the best 
fen |i refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
7 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 











September 14th, 1895. 


pollinarts 


London, England. 


ee 


Railway & Tramway Material. 





Machinery. 
tron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 





Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


pee.) suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is “‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samurt BAKER, in his work entitled ** The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,’ ” says—" I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In l 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plore as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isa certain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of alikinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
~_. iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 
. T, Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in ‘China, published i in 1871, says—"* I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothiny 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘stock,’ 
Sold by. ull Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World wis bbascbieadle tat, thgo 


NOW READY. 






“First in Purity.’ 








dream of.’—MoRNING ADVERTISER. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTIHREINHID & SWIEKH, 


YOKOHAMA. 
August 3rd, 1895. 


ASK FOR 


MPAN YS ¢ 








WI LL LL 
Ol EBIG 


my 
. Uf 





ali - rR 





And see that each Jar bears Justus von sini 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


* 
THE PROCEEDINGS oh uM asl 
OF THE e MEAT-FLAVOURING 
IMPERIAL JA A STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
PANESE DIET MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 
in Boox Form. Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
HE ‘‘ Proceedings” include EPITOMISED - va aren = aE shack 
I Pigiccectp aaa %. ‘ eeps go e ho 
DEBAT ES, [ranslations of the Bills dis: Climates, ocak ie same 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of To be had of ali Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. ; 
mney he full, heptians Lip and the ee of The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 
e Government, and the Leyislative Work of 
the Session, : LIEBIG’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd. , 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 
PRi > i we [2 j Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
To be obtained at the a of the Fapan June 14th, 1895. 
Mail, No. >t, Main Street. ———————————————————————————— ——————————SEOOQOQOlVROlIQNN“0DRH?>eERez*"Ri*O*O*O®w®*>*0S$0SS ro 
c he P M St , Settl E B ’ t 
May 16th, 1896, Printed and Published for the ne od spt tot repro 6 Jamas Etcacotr Brace, of No. 58, Bluff, 
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“TUE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


“Has a charm which makers of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 





Che Hapan Weekly Mai: 


A REVIEW OF JAPANESE COMMERCE, POLITICS, LITERATURE, AND ART. 
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Twa Seinit ov tie Wansacucan Pages Dunino Ths Wank” 23g) ©Okohama won all the Interport events, ae vA ase a adn 
TES ..coce. coccseccccees Ceerevecs + eoececcces eorecee Sovcecce eecce 7 
Seavvre oF jae Goo Mr. SeximoTo and seven others are going to ree Cale | 
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BIRTH, 

On the 23rd inst., at 144, Bluff, the wife of M. 
Encert of a Son. 

On the 24th May, at 6 a.m., at his residence, No. 
142-C, Bluff, L. LICHTENSTEIN, of heart disease, in his 
66th year, a native of Lask, Russian Poland, 

DEATH. 

At 8s, Myogadani, Tokyo, on the 28th inst., of men- 
ingitis, PautL TENNANT, infant Son of Joun F. and 
Bertie W. SwiFt. 











SUMMARY OF NEWS. 











ANOTHER case of plague has been reported 
from Takao, Formosa, 


June Mowat has delivered judgment in favour 
of the defendant in the Reynell v. Cameron case. 


Tue Willard Opera Company has been playing 
to small houses at the Public Hall this week. 


Tue Toyo Kisen Kaisha (The Oriental Steam- 
ship Company) received official sanction on the 
23rd inst. nm 

VoxonaMa beat the Fleet easily in a cricket 
match on Wednesday, the bowling of the naval 
men being very weak. 


Wor. Bro. E. P. PALuister has been installed 
W.M. of the Orient Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons, Yokohama. 


Tue Spring Regatta of the Yokohama Amateur 
Rowing Club was held on Saturday and Mon- 


Apvicrs from South Africa report that a column 
from Buluwayo has affected a junction with 
Rhodes’ column at Gwelo. 


Tue Zosa Maru, of the Nippon Yusen Kai- 
sha, which left Yokohama on March 15th, 
arrived at London on May 22nd. 


Tue damage done to the crops by the recent 
bad weather in various parts of Japan is estimat- 
ed to exceed two million of doilars. 


Two of the Min princes that were recently 
banished the capital have returned to Sdul, 
where they received a hearty welcome, 


Tuk Mitsui Bank now issues, for the con- 
venience of its foreign customers in Yokohama, 
cheques for the payment of customs dues. 


Mayor-GEneraAL Baron Nisur has been ap- 
pointed Commander-in-Chief at Weihaiwei 
Barracks succeeding Lieut.-General Iseji. 


TueErr Imperial Majesties the Czar and Czarina 
made their State entry into Moscow on May 
22nd, the pageant being of a gorgeous descrip- 
tion. —_— 


Tue Akashi Matting Company of Hyogo Xen, 
which has a capital of yes 50,000, is about to 
~ldevelop into the Kansai Matting Company, 
Akashi. ——_—- 

Rumours of another uprising in Korea have 
been circulating during the past few days, but 
at present they do not appear to possess much 
foundation. 


LrguT.-GENERAL TERAUCHI has been appointed 
to proceed abroad to purchase militarv plant 
and materials necessitated by the new expansion 
programme. 


H.I.M. tHe Empzror has sent presents of saké 
and tobacco to the soldiers in Formosa through 
Lieut.-Colonel Saito, who left Tokyo on the 
21st inst. 


Tue Nippon Yasen Kaisha will hold a general 
meeting on the 29th inst. when a dividend of 10 
per cent. with an additional bonus of 8 per cent., 
will be declared. 





Dee ee t 
Messrs. TakeGawa, Hori, Shimidzu, and others 
are projecting a dockyard in the harbour of 
Sakagoye, Harima Province, with a capital of 
yén 2,000,000. 


Tue Lord Bishop Otani Kuo-son, of the Hon- 
ganji, will attend the service to be held at Yoko- 
suka in memory of the sailors who died in the 
war of 1894-1895. 


Tue King of Korea received the credentials of 
Mr. Komura, Japanese Minister Plenipotentiary, 
at the Old Palace, but returned immediately 
after the audience to the Russian Legation. 


The Cricket Season was opened in Yokohama 
on Monday with a match between the Captain’s 
eleven and the Hon. Secretary’s eleven; the 
former won with 50 runs to spare. 


ADMIRAL BULLRR and officers of the British 
flagship held a reception on board the Cen- 
furion on Monday afternoon that was largely 
attended, —_——_— 

Mr. Martin's Maid Marion won the Queen’s 
Birthday Cup, presented by Sir Ernest Satow, 
in the A division yatch race on Saturday. Mr. 
Justice Mowat’s Cup was won by Mr. Boyes’ 
Vega. ————- 


On the 26th inst., the Russian Legation in 


Google 


donien while cleaning a boat on board that 
vessel on Tuesday morning, fell on to the pier, 
and thence into the water. He sank at once 
his body was not recovered till many hours 
afterward. 


As workinen are in great demand at the ar- 
senals, policemen whose pay is only yen 8 a 
month resign their positions in the force and 
obtain yen 12 to 15 per month as workmen. 
This has caused a large number of vacancies 
in the police force. 


Countess Mutsu returned to Tokyo from Oiso 
tq act as hostess at the banquet given to Mr. 
Hoshi, the new Japanese Minister to Wash- 
ington, on the 16th inst. at the official residence 
of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Count 
Mutsu was too all to be present. 


H.B.M. Minister, Sir Ernest Satow, gave a 
garden-party at the British Legation on Saturday 
in honour of the Queen’s 77th Birthday. In 
Yokohama the anniversary was celebrated on 
Whit-Monday, the town being decorated, the 
ships in harbour dressed, and a salute fired 
at noon, _—_—_—_ 


A DESPATCH from Dr. Leyds, Secretary of State 
for the Transvaal, to Sir Hercules Robinson, 
High Commissioner for South Africa, asks the 
meaning of the massing of British troops on the 
Transvaal frontier, to which Sir H. Robinson 
has replied, regretting that credence should be 
given to such falsehoods. 


In the course of an interview, Li Hung-chang 
declared that his mission, apart from his attend- 
ance at the coronation of the Czar, was to study 
European systems with a view to instituting re- 
forms in China. There was no treaty with 
Russia, but both countries were entirely in 
accord, and he desired similiar relations with 
France. He could not say what relations were 
to be established with Great Britain until he had 
visited London. 


THERE is an improvement in some respects in 
the Import trade. Yarns are taken freely, and 
more money is being paid for the finer counts. 
Grey Shirtings are at length having a turn, 
though there is not much doing in other de- 
scriptions of Cotton goods, The Woollen trade 
is still dull, the only thing taken being a few 
small parcels of black Italian Cloth. There is 
an improvement in the Metal market, and Iron 
is being taken freely at late quotations, especially 
Bars, in which a considerable business has been 
done ‘‘ to arrive.” Galvanised is also in demand, 
while Plates and Sheets are quiet. There is not 
much moving in Kerosene, but holdersare strong 
and talk about higher figures. In the Sugar 
market things are quiet, and most sorts may be 
had foratrifleless money. Therehasbeena small 
daily business in Silk, and prices gradually 
weaken, holders being far from strong. The pre- 
sent condition of the Yokohama market is a strik- 
ing refutation of the alleged condition of affairs 
in the Silk districts in regard to the enormous in- 
jury reported to have been done to the mulberry, 
and recent statements must be very largely dis- 
counted. There has not been much done in 
Waste Silk, desirable fibre fetching full prices, 
but there is a great deal that cannot be so 
described. The Tea trade cortinues brisk, 
Good to Medium grades being principally 
sought after, and these bring full rates. All 
leaf is cheaper here than in Kobe, and parcels 
have been purchased for that part. Exchange 
continues remarkably steady. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
—_—_—_>__——- 

Nothing of special importance happened this 
week to brighten the columns of the vernacular 
press. The papers have therefore confined 
themselves to dealing with matters of general 


interest, 


The $éé discusses many topics, such as the 
emoluments of Government officials, the amend- 
ment of postal rates, contributions to the Jen- 
ner monument fund, and so forth. With re- 
spect to the salaries of officials, our contemporary 
is heartily at one with the position assumed by 
the Minister of Home Affairs and the Local 
Governors in the course of the deliberations 
recently held in Tokyo, and suggests that the 
Government ought not to confine its contem- 
plated measures of liberality to raising the 
salaries of the Police alone, from 8 to 12 yen, 
but should adopt the suggestion of the Go- 
vernors and grant an increase to clerks also. 
The relation between officialdom and the public 
has of late undergone a radical change, so that 
men of ability and high aspirations now regard 
the field of business as a more suitable stage than 
official life for winning honour and wealth, the 
more so as Officialism, while doling out petty re- 
munerations, imposes upon its members various 
restraints. Another cause that tends to drive 
able men from seeking public employment is 
the rise in the cost of living. An official that 
draws 100 yen per mensum finds his income 
practically reduced to 70 or 80 yen, so greatly 
is its purchasing power diminished. Another 
and perhaps graver evil is the likelihood that 
the integrity and strict discipline of Govern- 
ment servants will be undermined, and that the 
corruption so prevalent elsewhere may begin to 
prevail here. Matters must be quickly mended. 


a 


With respect to the advisability of reducing 
postal rates, the ¥:7¢ contends that the existing 
system having been devised in December of 
1882, when facilities of transportation were 
far more defective than they are at present, 
and when, consequently, the expenses involved 
in carrying mail matter were much larger, while, 
at the same time, the public had far less re- 
course to the post, it was natural that the high 
rate of 2 sen per 2 momme should have been 
fixed. Since then, however, matters have greatly 
changed for the better, the time and expense 
required for carrying the mails being now 
reduced to about one half of what they were 
previously. The following table prepared by 
the Authorities conclusively proves the latter 
points :— 

Average expense 


for each letter or 
Lettersand other Total other article of 


Year. mail matter. Expense, mail matter 
yen sen. 
1886,..ccccerseceeeee+¥ 20,497,760... 1,088,733...1-335 
1887....0008 eéoecsesen 1 44,379,586...1,741;791...1.206 


1888....00ceeseeseeeee165,797,218.4.15716,263...1-035 
188Q....00000seeeees0e1Q4,220,388...1,993,062...1.026 


1890) ckssassiacss 00000225,720,696...2,030,255...0:899 
TBQT .ecceee se vekeinves 250,743,915. .621257,795++.0.QO00 
18Q2....ceeeseeses00s27Qo7 73137 800121487175 3++-0-889 
GOO 3 sisccsiiatcieceves 323,054,589...2,784,796...0.862 
TBOA scsissscene’ +00 000395:799)547 ++-2,876,441,..0.727 


EBQS siaiskecivevesecsta 442,048,265...3,201,265...0.724 
1896 (estimate) ...497,999,196...3,622,236...0.727 
The Fiji next compares the postal rates pre- 
vailing in England, America, and other parts of 
the West, and then concludes that in view of the 
great diminution that has taken place in the 
cost of transport and of the relative highness 
of the Japanese rates, the Government ought to 
amend the present system and change the 
weight limit from 2 momme to 4 momme. 


« 
* 


* 

The Yomiuré and thé Kokumin are highly 
dissatisfied with the present condition of Japan- 
ese literature, the former devoting its criticism 
specially to the drama and the latter complain- 
ing of the absence of any good translations of 
the immortal works of the great European poets 
and novelists. The Yomiuri observes that there 
is nota single play worthy of the name that faith- 
fully depicts society as it existe in this Mess era. 
The most modern plays, so frequently produced 


on the stage, are the works of the late Moknu- 
ami. They deal, for the most part, with society 
in the latter days of the Tokugawa Regency. 
This dearth of new dramas is not due to any 
want of Japanese literateurs, for the field of 
prose fiction abounds with adthors, or would-be 
authors, The fact is that so-called great figures 
in the field of literature are afraid toessay any new 
departure. Fhe recent appearance of ‘‘ A Leaf of 
the Paullownia,” by Mr. Tsubouchi, isa striking 
exception. The Yomiuri strongly advises noted 
writers like Messrs. Ozaki Koyo, Uyeba Kosan, 
and so forth, to follow the example of Mr. Tsubo- 
uchi, and to compose dramas worthy of their 
ability, on the lines either of history or of mo- 


dern society. 


a 
* * 


The Xokumin attributes the want of good 
Japanese translations of the works ofShakspeare, 
Milton, Géethe, and so forth to the incompre- 
hensible prejudice of the public against trans- 
lated books of all kinds. The result is that the 
best translators are deterred from entering the 
field, and the Japanese public is thus denied 
the inestimable benefit and pleasure derivable 
from studying European works of world-wide 
fame. Such a state of literary seclasion must 
be broken up. Foreign literature must be im- 
ported, and the Kokumin advises Mr. Tsubo. 
uchi to complete, at whatever cost of labour, 
the translation of Shakspeare, Mr. Morita to 
undertake the translation of Hugo, Surgeon- 
General Dr. Mori the works of Goethe, and 
Mr. Uchimura those of Milton. 


* 
* * 


Mr. Miyabe advances a very useful sugges- 
tion in the columns of the .Vippon. It refers 
to the marriage of Peers. The question is 
justly considered by the writer to possess great 
importance. A Prince or Princess of the Blood 
is permitted, with the consent of the Sovereign, 
to contract marriage with the daughter or son 
ofa peer. Evidently the intervention of the 
Court is necessary in such cases, inasmuch as a 
Prince of the Blood may, according to circum- 
stances, be called upon to occupy the Throne, 
Recently this special clause in the Law of the 
Imperial Household has been frequently put 
into operation, matrimonial alliances between 
Imperial Princes and daughters of peers, mostly 
the old aristocracy, having been effected in 
several cases. Hence Mr. Miyabe sees necessity 
for introducing reforms in the household of the 
peers. Their position towards their environ- 
ment has been revolutionized by the Restoration, 
but their domestic conditions remain unalter- 
ed as before. For instance, they have mistresses 
and natural children, and their legitimate iseue 
is generally far outnumbered by their illegiti- 
mate, because their wives, who are mostly 
daughters of brother-peers, are, like other Japan- 
ese ladies of rank and distinction, charac- 
teristically feeble in body and mind. To ob. 
viate this evil, the easiest plan would be to in- 
duce peers of lower grades to seek matrimonial 
alliances with the more vigorous sons or daugh- 
ters of families of inferior social rank, for the 
children of these unions would furnish vigorous 
wives for peers of the higher grades, and the 
improvement would ultimately extend to the 
consorts of Priaces of the Blood. 


& 
« * 


The F#ji and the Xokumin devote articles to 
advocating the cause of science, the former 
with reference to contributions towards the Pas- 
teur Monument Fund. Our contemporary 
observes that the fruits of Pasteur’s great scien- 
tific discoveries, especially his investigations 
about fermentation and the diseases of silk- 
worms, are extensively availed of in Japan. 
Hence the Japanese, being large debtors to the 
great scientist, should contribute something to- 
wards the attempt now on foot in France for 
perpetuating his fame. Japan has benefited 
very frequently by the kindness of foreign 
peoples, as witness the contributions made by 
foreigners on the occasion of the disastrous 
earthquake in Mino and Owari. But to her 
shame she has never made any return for such 
kindness. That is not only unjust, but alto- 
gether unbecoming, especially when it ig re- 


Google ~ a 


membered how Japan's fame is now noised 
abroad since her victories in the late War. 
* 
* * 

The Kokumin’s article relates to the scientific 
expeditions that are to. be sent to Japan by 
leading countries in the West in connexion with 
the total eclipse of the sun. Our contemporary 
suggests that the hospitality Japan is wont to 
extend to Royal guests and other persons of 
distinction should be shown to the veteran 
astronomers shortly about to arrive; that the 
Imperial University should take the lead in the 
matter, and that every convenience and facility 
must be furnished to them. 

i. 
« * 

The Mainicht evidently desires to check 
whatever inclination foreign capitalists enter- 
tain to invest their maney in Japanese securities. 
It refers atfirst to a gross misconception for 
which a writer in the fapan Herald is chiefly 
responsible, namely, that foreigners are not al- 
lowed to own Japanese Government bonds ; and 
it then quotes the substance of a reply that the 
Minister of Finance gave on the subject toa 
question preferred by the Yokohama Agent of 
the Chartered Bank of India and Australia. 
The reply was to the effect that the Government 
did not make any discrimination between Japa- 
nese and foreign capitalists in the matter of 
owning its bonds. The Mainich: then tries to 
explain an apparent anomaly, namely, that de- 
spite so much difference in the rates of interest 
borne by foreign bonds and Japanese bonds, 
foreign capitalists are reluctant to invest their 
money in the latter. It ascribes the fact chiefly 
to their want of confidence in Japan’s finance. 
Even the reception of a large War Indemnity 
from. China is not likely to lessen their hesita- 
tion, in the Muainéch#'s opinion, for that journal 
itself can not but think the post-bellum finance 
measures of the Government likely to be produc- 
tive of future trouble. In support of its gloomy 
forecast, the opposition journal quotes a passage 
from the speech of the Minister of Finance to 
Local Governors, translated in our columns a 
few days ago, the passage being to the effect 
that, should all the new Revenue measures be 
duly carried out, the finances of the Empire, 
according to the belief of the Minister, will not 
suffer any impairment of soundness. The use 
of the word ‘' belief” instead of some other 
term indicating absolute confidence in the future 
of Japan’s economy, is scized upon by the cap- 
tious Mainichi as evidence of the probable un- 
soundness of Japan’s finances in the funture, 
more especially as there is no assurance that the 
measures in question will be duly carried out. 
The Mainiché is of opinion that China’s credit 
is better among foreigners than Japan’s, for 
whereas the former, even after her defeat in the 
War, was easily able to raise the large sum of 
above 130 million. taels at 6 per cent., a domes- 
tic loan of 10 million yen at 5 per cent. floated 
by Japan failed to attract even one foreign sub- 
scriber, which, however, was not strange, since 
the subscriptions even by Japanese scarcely ex- 
ceeded one-tenth of the whole sum. 


* 
* 2 


The Xeisaé and other defenders of Count 
Matsukata’s speech at Kagoshima, reproduced 
in abstract on that occasion in these columns, 
receive rough handling inthe Vichi Nicht. The 
defence of the Opposition journals is uniform, 
being to the effect that the Count proposed to 
ask for a larger indemnity instead of demand- 
ing the cession of Liaotung, and that, therefore, 
when he joined his colleagues in countersigning 
not only the Treaty annexing Liaotung but also 
the Convention retroceding it, he must have 
acted in defiance of his own convictions. The 
Nichi Nichi treats that defence with quiet scorn. 
It asks why, if the Count was hostile to the 
annexation and to the subsequent retrocession, 
he did not oppose thoe steps even to the extent 
of severing his connexion with the Cabinet. His 
defenders make him appear a narrow-minded 
and shallow-brained statesman, whereas really 
he is nothing of the kind. Further, according 
to the opinion of some, the retrocession of 
Liaotung was, in one sense, a very beneficial 
measure on Japan’s part, for it was chiefly 
om account of her having complied with the 
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tepresentation of the three Powers that the|The interment took place at the Cemetery with 


latter came to occupy a position of responsi- 
bility towards her, and furnished money to 
China to pay the indemnity. Thus the punc- 
tual reception of the indemnity installments 
from China, poor and thable of her own strength 
to discharge any large debt of the kind, may be 
considered an indirect result of the retrocession. 
* 


* * 

The Kokumin suggests that, in view of the 
gradual restoration of friendship between Japan 
and Germany, owing to various European com- 
plications, Japan, as a step towards cementing 
this relation more firmly, ought to make Vis- 
count Aoki, the Japanese Minister in Berlin, 
succeed the sickly Count Mutsu, for the Vis- 
count not only enjoys great popularity in Ger- 
many, ‘but is, all things considered, quite.a fit 
‘man to occupy the post, as indeed has already 
been proved. Any one proposing Baron Nishi, 
the Japanese Representative in Russia, as suc- 
cessor to Count Mutsu, must be considered a 
thoughtless observer, for that would impair the 
good feeling of England, and could not have 
any real influence in conciliating Russia, whose 
interests and those of Japan are directly anta- 
gonistic, 


EDITORIAL NUTES. 


JAPANBSB BUDDHISTS AND THEIR VISITS TO INDIA. 


Tue visits to India of Buddhist youths from: 


Japan do not seem to have so far been much 
of a success, at least to judge from what the 
Hansei Zasshi says. ‘We have not yet met,” 
complains our Buddhist contemporary, ‘ with a 
solitary instance of success.” Mr. Shaku Ko- 
nen has retired ‘‘from the bustle of society, 


and only this much is known of him: that] > 


he wears a Strange Indian dress and eats only 
twice a day.” Messrs. Higashi Wonjo and 
Yoshimura Hogen, of whom great things were 
expected, have died. ‘‘When Buddhist stu- 
dents leave this country,” remarks the Han- 
set, ‘they seem almost ‘ too big for their boots ;’ 
but when they come back they are nothing,— 
nothing but eccentric, proud, and sun-burnt 
nonentities. If that be the predestined result 
of such studies, it is not too much to say that 
nothing is more useless than to send students to 
India.” Yet our contemporary speaks in the 
same breath of three others who have just set 
out, and of whom “'we hope better things.” 


* 
* * 


We think, in regard to the above, that the 
Hansei Zasshi has failed to grasp the truth of 
the situation. Religious or doctrinal matters 
apart, it certainly seems a great mistake to send 


young Japanese Buddhists to India unless they | ¥ 


are well qualified for the task before them; and 
that means that they must have a thorough 
knowledge of English besides a good acquaint- 
ance with either Sanskrit or Pali. But, as a 
general rule, those who do find their way to 
India—presumably in the first instance to Budd- 
hag&ya—are possessed of neither qualification, 
and consequently must spend much valuable 
time in the at-best-imperfect acquisition of what 
they should have learned before setting out. 
Mr. Shaku Shugu, who has recently returned, 
did wisely in matriculating at the Buddhist 
College in Ceylon; and now comes back full 
of zeal, to assist his name-sake, the Rev. Shaku 
Konen, in opening a school for the study of 
Pali near Kanagawa. 


* * 

After all, le jeu vaut-il la chandelle? Wis 
hard to say, for even the zealous Hansei Zasshi, 
always truth-loving, gives the following ominous 
statistics: According to Mr. Inouye Enryo, the 
present number of Buddhist priests in our 
country is 105,022: nine-tenths of whom are 
priests in name only,” 


FUNERAL OF MR. LICHTENSTEIN. 
On Monday evening Mr. L. Lichtenstein, an- 
other old Yokohama resident, was carried to his 
Jastrest. There was a very large attendance at the 
funeral, testifying to the confidence and esteem 
with which he had been held by all with whom he 
came in contact, both foreigners and Japanese. 


SILVRR YBN. SILVER YEN, 
Exports ..sccocee 9,638.333.280 woereroee 9,724,057.750 
—PLmports srscsoeee 9,939,827 .600 «eres 13,505,451.010 
Total exports and imports......ccreceee 23,289,508.760 
Excess Of IMpPOTts o...cccrererecereceeveccces 3,841,393.260 

CUSTOMS DUTIES. 
Exports vecccsccccces Stseese tanecsacenecse eeoes 126,133.524 
Imports ....... sraveueaceye wekatesesstisdeunis . 337 312-560 
Miscellaneous cseccrcsccrecssecsccesse sevens 15,537-443 
TOEAL -secvenetaasisivecnsbascscenss core = 4.78,953.527 
TOTAL VALUE UF BXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM, VARIOUS FOREIGN 
COUNTRIg8. 

Exports, Imports, Total. 
Silver Yen, Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
British India .........00 8471640.470 3,255,638.460 9,503,278.930 
CHING ......cesscesscenseee oe 3,743,587-4CO 1,549,039.030 3,290,586.430 
Hongkong.......0.csessseee 2,§82,401.730 40©42-420 1,866,444.2g0 

OFC... ccccscevencesosonses 194,362.800 912,915.250 4°7,278.010 
Russian Agia ........0 181,900.690 71,643600  2§3,524.290 
Annam & other French 

Undid :.i2,cedessousscssscea 35,971.070 %05,621.560 220,883.630 
Philippine Istands...... 8,6¢6.990 105,355.930  113,862.920 
Siam ....ccccccsecoecoees one 675.740 419.900 1,095.040 
Great Britain .... 848,668.790 4,733,902.550 §,583,57%.300 
Fane. ccscescoccsseesersese 9,041,344-350  794,784.9§0 2,836,129.300 
Germany ..sccrcccrccvenses 4552444-%10 1,037,839.370 2,493,283.480 
Switserland...ccoscsssoeee 20,348.800  9271,465.760 291,814,560 
tal yy. -vecccsesscssseoaseraces’ 258,419.310 8.293.180 266,7120.490 
Belgium.......csccsssssseees 1,23%.380  148,43%.270  146,662.650 
Holland 136,770.980 8,050.330 144,823,210 
AUStrid ...cccccscesececes 310,489.890 $9914.430 434,394.310 
Russia .rcrcccee secsscceeee 16,717.§00 1,974-330 18,69%.730 
SPAIN ceciccrscee cocsceescves 3,82 4.000 6,224.040 9,038.040 
Turkey .:...cccccccsesee pees 4,609 600 _ 4,609 
Sweden & Norway ... - 3.393-420 3.392.420 
Denmark ccccsscccecrsssece -_ 3,977.080 1,077.080 
Portugal ...sccccscoscenees _ 494.920 494-920 
voles States of Ame- ‘ ebnigees 

PACA sicccnsccaccevsossess 197,335.820 843. 2,204,179.S00 
Canada & other British eee . 

Americ... csssseereoree 93,934.960 $06,240 24,440.00 
Perit crocsececscorsereveeeres _ 639.740 639.740 
Australia ......csss00 esse «= HQB,X08.2GO =—-_-10,,656.610  908,757.750 
Hawaii .......cccsssseesveee 24,420.640 180.000 24,600, 
Other Countries.,....... 64495-7390  2%90,2§6.810 354,753,950 

Total ...sc0.. sosceeeee -92482,563.190 13,565,48%.010 23,048,02%4.200 














the usual rites of the Jewish faith. The pall- 
bearers were Messrs. H. Blum, L. Goetschel, 
N. Krell, J. Rosenthal, B. Roth, and M. Russell, 
J. Witkowski and J. Mendelson being the chief 
mourners. Wreaths were sent by Mr. and Mrs. 
H. Blum, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. Bramhall, Mr. 
and Mrs.S. Isaacs, Miss Bertha Isaacs, Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Levy, Mr. and Mrs. E. H. Manley, Mr. 
and Mrs. W. L. Merriman, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
Neville, Mr. and Mrs. B. Roth, Mr. and Mrs. 
M. Russell, Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Witschi, 
Messrs. H. McArthur, T. Cohen, A. H. Ema- 
nuel, M.: Engert, M. Ginsborg, L. Goetschel, 
M. Kaufmann, E. Leopold, H. W. Lea, 
Witkowski, Dr. Runkwitz, P. Sarda, J. Schwart, 
J. Rosenthal, J. Schedel, E. H. Tuska, P. T. 
Hellendaal, and theemployés of No. 93, Settle- 
ment (J. Witkowski & Co.). 


MONTHLY CUSTOMS RETURNS. 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for April, showing the foreign trade 
of the Empire for the month :— 


1895. 1896. 


TOTAL VALUE OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FROM AND TO BACH PORTS, 


41$29,124.730 $1300 450.780 9,82 2,574.910 


ODE cecccsceveee.--ceeeee $2935:980.4§0 6,860,034.600 10,796,615.050 
OSBKR ,.....cccccescnsees F 93,966.010 339,718.280 43" 684.290 
Nagasalkei ........sc00008 338,724 850 %,013,437-650  1,352,152.500 
Hakodate ...,..csscceeee 85,725.940 392.740 85,848.680 
Nii@ata ......cccccscecees 6,128.740 _ 6,228.740 
Shimonoseki,,.....00.0+ 419,612.000 $7320.190 456,722,190 
MOji...cssscsssscsecsseceres 165,920.800 - 265,520,200 
Hakata ies..ccccccerevere 63.250 _ 63.250 
Karatsu .....sccssscceenes 6,658.000 _ 6,668.000 
Kuchinotsu ,.........0 346,582.000 — 146,582.000 
Idzugahaca ........... ‘ §98.260 31,437-460 12,035.720 
Shishimi...ccc.ccccoccoave 1,249.20 325.200 1,514.320 
Sasuna ....cccccorsseeee 76.880 93214.710 2,89x.$90 
Fushiki .......csccceee . 2457-320 _ 8,4§7.320 

: : Exports .orsese 1,299,493-780 
e and eeeecseos s ’ e 
Speci Bullion Reena ais 5,401 ,743-400 


PW OCRlcscntenssiinsdensenscanvabncheaccins 6,761 ,237-180 
Excess of imports ..scsecsecees teeseee 4,162,249.620 
VALUS OF BXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY JSAPANRSR MERCHANTS AND 
ees i Saphanenoe 

xpor Ss Onrtece " 9: 
By Japanese Merchants Imports ...106 4,704,492.270 
Imported by Government 346,632.580 


TsBI& SUOWING VALUE OF COMMODITIES EXPORTBD FROM AND 
IMPORTED KACH MONTH DURING CURRENT YEAR. 


Exports, Imports. Total. 


January iio...ceroceses 70742,962.350 34,272,188.440 22,025,350.790 
February ...... see 20,06%,212.060 131,268,665.160 21,329,876.220 
MArch ..scesscesorscesee 91454.041.480 12,644,050.810 epee lp et 
ADTil...ccoccrscccvscvees 95724,957-750 13,505,4§1,010 23,289,508.760 

Total,...cecee 36,982,972.640 §%,7§0,355.420 88,732,628.060 


CAMBLS AT WORK, 

Tue Manchorian camels brought over from 
China last year proved a drawing card in the 
Zoological Gardens, at Ueno Park, for some 
time, particularly as the female gave birth to 
most ungainly youngster shortly after her arrival 
in Tokyo. Thereafter, the pachyderms proving 
most amazing eaters, the authorities offered to 
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J. men. 


give them to any eligible person who would feed 
them well and desired to experiment with them 
as to their fitness for agricultural purposes. The 
atrangement hung fire for many weeks, but 
finally Mr. Sakata Sadajiro applied for one of 
the males. The camel was then sent to the 
rice-mills at Minami Senju, one of the metro- 
politan suburbs, where its strength and capa- 
bilities were compared with those of a horse. 
The machine and gear used, it is reported, were 
of a very faulty kind, being not at all suited to 
the camel; yet even under these untoward cir- 
cumstances it ground with ease three soku 
daily, equivalent to the work of about eight 
The horse, under the most favourable 
conditions, could grind four oku only, or ten 
wmen’s work. Mr. Sakata therefore concluded 
that with a properly constructed machine the 
camel could do nearly twice the work of a horse. 
In his report, while is very interesting reading, 
he states that which the camel does not step so 
rapidly as the horse, it manages to get over more 
ground, with its long legs, in less time. The 
camel was, moreover, eminently tractable and 
easy to keep at work. It is a great eater, in 
truth, bat does not need so frequent meals, 
being a ruminant. Plenty of pure walter was 
found necessary, the camel indulging in occa- 
sional huge draughts. Despite the work, the 
animal kept its health and throve finely. This 
is indeed true of all the other Manchurian 
camels brought over to Japan, although it was 
feared they might succumb to the much hotter 
climate. Being accustomed to a lower tem- 
perature, Mr. Sakata thinks camels would do 
finely in Hokkaido. There is only one notice- 
able change in their outward appearance: the 
drooping of the hump. Under ordinary cir- 
cumstances this would infer emaciation, but the 
camels are, on the contrary, quite plump and 
in the best of health. On the whole, Mr. 
Sakata’s report is favourable to the importation 
of camels for agricultural purposes in Japan. 





THB ONNA DAIGAKU. 

Some days ago we had occasion to speak of the 
Forosu Choho's scheme of enlisting the services 
of literary men, against a substantial reward in 
case of success, in compiling a new book on the 
“ Higher Education of Women.” From a para- 
graph in our contempory, we now learn that 


between the 15th and 23rd instant no less than -, 


35 competitors, from all parts of the Empire, 
sent in essays on the specified subject. Among 
the writers were two ladies, who should, all 
things considered, be best qualified to speak with 
authority on this interesting theme. We await 
with much interest the result of this literary 
competition, as the Onna Daigaku text-book, 
at present made the standard of female morality 
and education in Japan, is unquestionably 
several decades behind the fashion. It is notso 
much that the “new woman” craze has made 
itself manifestin Japan, but because the educa- 
tional and social needs of Japanese women are 
vastly different from what they were, say, even 
in 1880. 





THE GALE. 
From Kobe papers we gather. some details of 
the experiences of several foreign steamers 
during the latestorm. The Agapanéhus, char- 
tered by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha for the 
voyage to Europe, encountered the full force of 
the gale on her way down from Yokohama, 
and a.good deal of damage was done about her 
decks. The P.&O. steamer Jfanila, which 
left Kobe on Wednesday morning, returned at 
five o'clock next morning with her cargo listed, 
the port quarter deck carried away and the 
starboard boats sinashed as well as considerable 
damage done aboard. The Manila put into 
Osaki on Wednesday and waited till it was 
thought the gale had been spent, but on putting 
out again a strong south-easter was blowing off 
Oshima, and Captain Haddock deemed it the 
safer course to put back to Kobe. There are 
few places in the world so dangerous as the 
coast of Oshima when one of those dreaded 
south-easterly winds are blowing, says the Kobe 
Chronicle. It will be remembered that it was 
here the Ulysses foundered. The Federation 
had a dreadfal time. She was flying light, 
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having discharged her cargo of sugar at Yoko- 
hama, and was on her return voyage to Java, 
under command of Captain Prentice. When 
the propeller blades broke loose, as mentioned 
in a telegram in another column, the Captain, 
First, Second, and Third Officers, with the 
Carpenter and Boatswain descended into the 
hold to secure them, and it was there they re- 
ceived their injuries. On deck the damage 
done by water was very great. 


| A PILOT SCHOONER SUNK. 

AT 10.15 o'clock on the night of May roth, the 
steamship Flintshire, of the ‘Shire ’ line, 
having discharged her pilot, Mr. Buchanan, 
was proceeding on her voyage when she ran 
into and sank the pilot schooner, No. 3 (Syren), 
which was lying at anchor, the bell-buoy bearing 
S.E. } E., Guizlaff S. by W. A boat was im- 
mediately lowered from the #/snishire, but the 
rescuers were unable to reach the schooner. 
After considerable difficulty a second boat was 
lowered and those in her succeeded in rescuing 
Pilot Bull and the remainder of the schooner’s 
crew; but prior to this, however, one of the 
crew, in endeavouring to board the Flintshire, 
fell into the water and was drowned, and another 
received serious injuries through the collision. 
The steamer then anchored until daylight, as 
Mr. Bull thought the schooner might become 
waterlogged, but when day broke her masts 
only were visible, she having gone down in five 
fathoms. The Captain of the F/inéshire then 
put Pilot Bull and the remainder of his crew 
on board Pilot Schooner No. 1 (Pole Star) and 
they were brought to Shanghai by the China 
Merchants’ steamer Zvonan.—China Gasette. 


FURIOUS DRIVING. 

Tus China Gasette spins the following Shang- 
hai yarn :—Some time ago a German resident 
advertised, offering $50 for information that 
would lead to the identification of a leading 
member of the noble guild of brokers, whose 
_ pony had knocked over his ’ricsha and wrecked 
his dental equipment, besides spoiling his San- 
day ‘‘shuit.” But the secret was well kept 
until the other day, when the broker, one of 
our fieriest and most untamed, whose driver 
would put the original Jehu to the blush, in a 
momentary fit of excessive exuberance wrote to 
the indignant advertiser blandly inviting him to 
tiffin, telling him at the same time to bring his 
$50 along, as the information for which the in- 
jured one was pining would be forthcoming. 
To this hospitable invitation the I.A. has re- 
sponded, through ‘* his solicitor,” and efforts are 
being made to serve a summons upon the ‘‘ no 
change” gentleman for furious driving and the 
damage done. The case is expected to come 
off at an early date in the British Court. 


| . MASONIC INSTALLATION. 
Tue regular Installation meeting of the Orient 
Mark Lodge, No. 304, E.C., was held at the 
Masonic Temple, Yokohama, on Tuesday even- 
ing, when there was a large attendance of the 
Brethren. The ceremony of installing Wor. 
Bro. E. P. Pallister as Master of the Lodge, was 
impressively conducted by Wor. Bro. Robert 
Hay, I.P.M., after which the newly installed 
Master invested his officers as follows :— Robert 
Hay, I.P.M.; Walter Tucker, S.W.; S. E. 
Unite, J.W.; Rev. W. J. White, Chaplain; 
Geo Hodges, p.m., Treasurer; F. Coghill Jack- 
son, Reg. and Sec.; Henry Moss. p.m., D. of 
C.; R.N. St. John, M.O.; T. Simpson, S. O. ; 
L. Pu. von Hemert, J.0O.; H. J. Owen, Organ- 
ist; C. F. Rhine, S.D.; E. L. James, J.D.; 
F. Herb, 1.G.; John McDonald, Steward; H. 
Ivison, Tyler. At the subsequent banquet the 
usual Masonic toasts were duly honoured, a 
most enjoyable evening being spent. 


MR. PHELPS ON THE MONROE DOCTRINE, 

Mr. Puetp, formerly United States Minister in 
Eugland, delivered a lecture in Brooklyn re- 
cently on the Monroe doctrine and the recent 
application of it to Venezuela and Cuba. The 
rebellion in Cuba he treated as a rebellion of 
banditti, with no Government which it is possi- 
ble to discover or recoguise, and he could find 
no warrant in law for interference of any kind by 


the United States in the contest. The Monroe 
doctrine, in his opinion, does not apply to the 
boundary dispute between British Guiana and 
Venezuela. No discoverable interest of the 
United States was, in his judgment, imperilled 
or menaced by Great Britain, and there was 
therefore no warrant for the President’s claim to 
interfere. As to the boundary line between 
British Guiana and the Venezuela he does be- 
lieve there ever wassone. An arbitrary line 
must be drawn, and it is a case for compromise. 


THE POYANG LAKE. 


Here is an interesting paragraph from the 
Kiukiang correspondence of the North-China 
Datly News :— 


The news that steam tow-boats are soon to run on 
the Poyang Lake from Kiukiang to the provinical 
capital, -Nan-ch’angfu, has produced considerable stir 
in native circles here and at the capital. Such a radical 
departure from ancient custom has aroused some 
opposition, especially among the junk owners, who 
fear that this innovation will reduce their cargo rate 
and lessen their profits. ‘hese worthies have pre- 
sented their grievances in petition to the Governor, 
praying him to interfere and protect their interests. 
It is said that the Governor exhibited scant sympathy 
for these shortsighted requests, but on account of the 
number of the petitioners and the power of their guilds 
he is obliged to temporise. ‘The directors of the new 
company consider their project sufficiently endangered 
to send one of their number to interview the Governor, 
and he has now proceeded thither for that purpose. 
It is to be hoped that the company will win, as the 
new departure will be an entering wedge for the sub- 
seqnent running of passenger and freight steamers to 
tap the fertility and resources of central Kiangsi. The 
innovation will not be as startling as is generally sup- 
posed, for steam launches and mandarin boats are 
now frequently seen running up and down the Lake, 
Kiangsi is a province of immense wealth, exporting 
rice, tea, porcelain, paper, and grass-cloth. The 
population is sufficiently well-to-do to purchase vast 
quantities of foreign products, should facilities for 
inexpensive transport be inaugurated and the present 
excellent system of Imperial Maritime Customs transit 
passes be generally adopted and enforced. An inviting 
and lucrative field here waits to reward those who have 
sufficient enterprise and patience to enter and occupy 
it. The Poyang Lake is navigable at all seasons of 
the year, as are also the numerous rivers running into 
it, for vessels of light draught, for a considerable dis. 
tance from the Lake. Communication could be kept 
up all the year round wfth the capital, the population 
of which is at least 600,000. An immense trade is 
done here alone in exporting rice to the cities of 
Yangtze valley; while the trade from the neigh. 
bouring cities, in paper from Wuchou, in tea from 
Iling, in porcelain from Chin-teh-chén, and in grass- 
cloth from Fuchoufu, is of national if not world-wide 
celebrity. 





INCREASE OF THE BRITISH FLEBT IN THB 
CHINA SBAS. 

Tue China Gasette hears that at no distant 
date there is every probability of the Admiralty 
sending out the Severn and Mercury (after 
having been refitted with guns of the latest 
pattern) to replace the Archer and Porpoise, 
these two latter vessels being the only cruisers 
on the station with guns of an obsolete pattern. 
The battleship Renown, sister-ship to the Cen- 
turion, is also expected to arrive in the Far 
East before long. 


HOW NOT TO Do !T. 

Wuite H.E. Chang Chih-tung was still Viceroy 
at Nanking, he had telegrams sent to Berlin, 
London, and Washington for fifty officers to 
drill his troops, to be out in seven weeks. Lon- 
don and Washington took no notice, but Berlin 
sent him the fifty officers, twenty commissioned 
and thirty non-commissioned officers, and they 
were out within the stipulated time. But H.E. 
Liu Kun-yi will not give them any troops to drill, 
and these fifty men have now been four months 
in Nanking, doing nothing but drawing their pay. 
That is how the resources of this impoverished 
country are wasted.—J/V. C. Daily News. 


THB PLAGUE IN HONGKONG. 
Up till noon to-day (Wednesday, May zoth), the 
total number of cases of plague reported at the 
Sanitary Board Offices reached 870, says the 
China Mail. Eighty of these have been report- 
ed during the last eight days. The plague is 
decidedly on the increase at Kowloon, 25 cases 
being reported from that quarter since noon on 
Tuesday week. Plague appears to have also 
broken out at Singapore, as 6 of the cases re- 
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ported from the harbour came from steamers 
which arrived from Singapore. Another Euro- 
pean resident is, unfortunately, among the 
namber of cases reported on Sunday. 


THE MITSUI GINKO. 


‘Tue Mitsui Bank, whose Yokohama offices are 


situated at No. 21, Honcho, Nichome, are offer- 
ing special facilities for all kinds of domestic 
banking, as a glance at the advertisement in 
another column willshow. With the big capital 
behind it of the Mitsui, their high probity and 
strict integrity as additional factors, we imagine 
that it will not be long before the Bank will have 
obtained an influential foreign clrenséle. 


DEATH OF MRS. GEORGE JAMIESON. 
Tue North-China Daily News of May rgth, 
announced :—It is with very great regret that we 
have to announce that the long illness of Mrs. 
George Jamieson terminated yesterday in her 
death. No lady in Shanghai was better loved 
and respected, or better deserved to be loved 
and respected ; and the deepest sympathy is felt 
for the husband and children she has left. 


DEATH OF AN OLD RESIDENT. 
Mk. L. LicuTensrein, one of the oldest foreign 
residents of Yokohama, having arrived here in 


the sixties, died very suddenly from heart 


disease at 6 o’clock on Sunday morning, at his 
residence No. 142-c, Bluff. The deceased, who 
was & native of Lask, Russian Poland, had not 
been complaining of ill-health, and his death 
was therefore very unexpected. 


DBATH OF A NAVAL PAYMASTER. 
Tue Nagasaki Shpping List of Thursday last 
announces the death of Paymaster Struwe, 
of the German warship Arcona, which occurred 
on board the Xa:ser on Tuesday evening last. 
Deceased had only just come out to the Far 
East on the transport Weimar. The funeral 
took place on Wednesday afternoon with full 
naval honours. 


THE LATE COLONEL NORTH. 
Coronet Nort, it appears, was stricken by 
apoplexy while presiding at a meeting of the 
Nitrate Company. He had partaken of a 
dozen oysters and some stout, followed by ano- 
ther drink, shortly before his fatal seizure. He 
appears to have had several heavy losses lately. 


THE “IZUMI MARU ”’ CASB. 
Tue finding in the matter of the stranding of 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha steamer sums Maru 
near Bombay, was given at the Tokyo Marine 
Court of Inquiry on the 21st. The certificate 


of the Captain, Mr. J. W. Renny, was suspended .- 


for one month. 


DR. LOWSON, 
Dr. Lowson, the well-known cricketer, athlete, 


and medico of Hongkong was married at St. — 


John’s Cathedral on May 19th, to Miss Isa 
Lammert, so well-known both in and out of the 
Colony for her lovely voice. 


STATUE OF FENNER. 


> 

It has been decided by the promoters of the 
recent celebration of Jenner’s centenary to erect 
a statue of the great physician in Tokyo. The 
Private Sanitary Association, of which Viscount 
Hijikata is President, have subscribed a thou- 
sand yen towards the cost of the slatue, and it 
is calculated that when all the expenses of the 
recent celebration are defrayed, a sum of about 
$2,500 yen will remain. Thus the total at pre- 
sent available for procuring a statue is $3,500 
yen. The statue will have to be obtained from 
London, as no means of producing a likeness 
of Jenner exist in this country. About a thou- 
sand yen more are required, and the Committee 
have asked us to lay the matter before our 
readers, in the hope that sympathisers may be 
induced to contribute something, however, 


small. The project seems worthy of support, \ 


and we trust that some response will be made 
to this appeal. Any amounts sent to the office 
of this paper, from ten sen upwards, will be 
duly acknowledged, and transmitted to the 
promoters. 


ZA’ Doshisha Collage in Kyoto has decided to 


eel 


AAissatistaction with Professor Davis, the students 


ave struck work, 


_ aid altogether. The newspapers say that the 
.\instructors sent for the college and supported 
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CURRENT TOPICS. 
—_—_——_—_—____—- 
We read in Tokyo papers that the famous 


attack, one member after another was struck 
down, and the final result was 5 deaths in one 
house. Another family had 4 patients; another, 
3; and 2 sufferers each were reported in three 
families. A noteworthy fact was that all these 
families were either connected by blood or lived 
close together, and were therefore in the habit 
of exchanging visits. 








































lion of business in the old way would be to 
invite grave dangers as matters stand in the 
Peninsula at present, and to interdict such re- 
sumption would be to undo all that has hitherto 
been accomplished in the interests of Japanese 
commerce, leaving the market td be monopoliz- 
ed by Chinese. After various deliberations, the 
authorities have decided, it is said, to sanction 
trade on the caravan system, and an intimation 
in that sense has already been conveyed to 
Japanese merchants in the open ports of Korea. 
Traders organizing a caravan will not be armed, 
-but it is expected that their number will insure 
them against accident, especially as a caravan 
may be accompanied, according to circum- 
stances, by a body of police constables. More 
than 40 Japanese merchants in Ninsen have 


sever its connexion with the American Board 
Mission and to decline any further aid from 
the Board. Last year disputes arose between 
the College and the Board, with the result that 
three Commissioners were despatched from 
America to inquire into and report on the 
condition of the Kyoto institution. The report 
submitted by the Commissioners convinced the 
Board that it could not approve the policy 
adopted by the college. There being some 
other minor points on which the Board was 
unable to bring itself into accord with the Col- 
lege, it decided to reduce the amount of the 
aid that had been given regularly to the latter 


As soon as the water-pipe scandal was ex- 
posed, the City Council, with the approval of the 
authorities, temporarily seized the assets of 
the Foundry and of Messrs. Amenomiya and 
Hamano. The total amounts of the properties 
thus distrained, and the amounts against which 
previous claims exist, are said to be as follow :— 


Amounts against 
which previous 


Total Assets. claims exist, JOrganized themselves into a company for the 
since its inception. On the part of the institu- en. Yen. purpose. - 
tion; #140,-«. similiar dive) gence’ol views: having Ames op aetaseaie on dane aoe. It seems that the Military Authorities have 


Amenomiya ..... © 1,851,725-472...008 1,123,140.822 
Hamano viscose 42362.660...... 1,759.000 


Hence the sum actually obtainable by the City, 
supposing that the Court gives judgment in its 
favour, is 826,092 yen, or some 200,000 yen 
less than the damages demanded. : 


been developed, it was decided to decline the decided to revert in some respects to the 


fashions of British martial music, for we read in 
the Fiji that drums and fifes are to be added 
to the bands, and that the Toyama Military 
‘School has received orders in that sense, 


by the Board at its own expense, will return 
home in a body by January next. It seems 
that even the Doshisha is not exempt from the 
unseemly troubles that too often disturb the 
relations between teachers and students in Japan, 
for we read in the same papers that owing to 


As one of the result of the Council of Local 
Governors held at the Home Office, a repre- 
sentation has been made to the Home Minister 
that the salaries of District Headmen should 
be increased, as should also be the suim dis- 


The Japanese in the interior are naturally 
disposed to emigrate to Formosa and to settle 
there. In Kumamoto Prefecture alone above 
8,000 persons have applied to the Governor- 
General's Office for permission to go to the new | bursed by the Treasury for the maintenance of 
dominion, and even from the far colder district | clerks in Local Offices. The amount appro- 
of Fukushima about 400 applications have been | priated for the latter parpose is estimated on 
received. It is said that the Formosan Autho-| an average salary of 17 yen per mensem fora 
rities are now framing rules for the settlement clerk, but the Governors think such a sum in- 
of Japanese, and that the main point under | gufficient in view of the growth of a clerk’s 
consideration is the granting of aid to emigrants | duties and rise in the cost of living. Since the 
thought likely to become model settlers. nomination of the new Home Minister the pro- 
spects of the lower functionaries have become 
more hopeful, for Count Itagaki himself believes 
in the advisability of increasing the emolument 
of the police. At present the salary of a Dis- 
trict Headman ranges from 600 to 800 yer 
annually. 


of the second-year class in the ordinary course 


The monies borrowed by the Government 
fromethe Bank of Japan, aggregated, early in 
February of the current year, 41,700,000 yen. 
Even at the beginning of last week 36 millions 
remained unpaid, according to vernacnlar jour- 
nals. Consequently, the amount of convertible 
notes issued over, and above the ordinary limit 
stood at 27,380,115 yen. On the arst inst. the 
Treasury paid off the whole loan by means of 
money brought over from England, so that the 
extraordinary issue of notes was entirely with- 
drawn. It is to be observed, however, that al- 
though the notes over and above the ordinary 
limit were thus withdrawn, the Bank, inasmach 
as ils specie reserves have been increased so 
much, may at any moment make an extraordi- 
nary reissue of notes. Hence Japanese financiers 
confidently predict that these large transactions 
between the Government and the Bank will not 
appreciably affect the money market. They 
may, however, have affected the gold price of 
of silver. If so, the white metal will now re- 
enter the downward grade. 


Mr. Takei, an Opposition candidate in the 
7th electoral section of Chiba Prefecture, on the 
occasion of the last general election, sued Mr. 
Takahashi, his rival, the Liberal candidate, who 
at present represents the section in the Lower 
House, the petition alleging that Mr. Taka- 
hashi’s election had been illegal and that he 
should be unseated in favour of the petitioner. 
This suit, originally brought before the District 
Court of the locality, was, some time ago, carried 
to the Tokyo Court of Appeal, which tribunal 
has now decided that ont of a total of 985 votes 
obtained by the petitioner, 22 weie null and 
void, but that out of a total of 989 votes cast 
for the defendant, as many as 74 were invalid. 
Hence, comparing the votes legally polled by 
the rival candidates, the election of Mr. Taka- 
hashi is nullified and the seat is given to Mr. 
Takei. a 


According to the Jatest information from 
Fukushima and Saitama Prefectures, the damage 
done to the mulberries in the Daté district 
of Fukushima, is estimated at 1 million yen, 
and in Saitama the loss is put at 2.3 per cent. 
of the whole crop. Incessant rain visiting 
nearly every part of Japan must have seriously 
affected the growth of the crops. In Oita Pre- 
fecture alone the damage to the barley crop is 
estimated at above 1,270,000 pen. 


ECONOMIC 70PICS. 
——————_—_@—— 

Owing to the increased import of kerosene, 
the public have naturally begun turn their at- 
tention to the best known Kerosine district in 
Japan, namely, Echigo, where the oil has been 
produced for many years. At one time the 
Echigo enterprise was conspieuously active, the 
shares of countless small companies changing 
hands briskly on the Tokyo Stock Market. But 
whether owing to some seismic disturbance, or 
to defective processes of extraction, the yield of 
the wells proved extremely fickle, and most of 
the small companies that had been started with 
rosy prospects encounted adversity againsf 
which they were unableto make head. Their fail- 
ure, following one another in quick succession 
produced something like a panic in commer- 
cial circles in Echigo, and during the next few 
years the kerosene industry languished, owing 
its remnant of vitality to a handful of survivors. 
The discovery of new wells along a portion of 
the coast of Echigo and the introduction of 
American systems of extraction, again revived 
the business, and once more speculation has 
become feverish. The result is that there are 
at present some eighty kerosene companies in 
Echigo, about one half of them working with a 
capital of over 10,000 yen, The Nippon Kero- 
sene Company distances all the rest in magni- 
tude: it boasts a capital of 300,000 yen. The 
money invested in the business by all these 
companies aggregates about 14 million yen. 
Lately the attention of wealthy men has been 
attracted to it, and within the past few days 
another company has been organized ‘with a 
capital of half a million yes. Mr. Asano So- 
ichiro, the ‘kerosene king” of Japan, and 
Messrs. Samuel Samuel & Co., the largest kero- 
sene agents in the East, have despatched experts 
to Echigo to ascertain the condition and pro- 
spects of the enterprise. Last year, when more 
than one million yen worth of oil was extracted, 
many of the Kerosene Companies succeeded in 
declaring an extraordinary dividend, some as 
much as 75 per cent. 


The Tokyo City Council has instituted a civil 
suit against Messrs. Hamano, Noro, Ameno- 
miya, Abe, and three others, in the Tokyo Local 
Court, for damages amounting to 1,003,543 yen, 
in connexion with the water-pipes fraud. The 
Council is represented by Mr. Masujima and 
four brother-barristers, and the contents of the 
petition are substantially indentical with the 
finding of the Tokyo Preliminary Court in the 
case of several officials of the Tokyo Iron Foun. 
dry. Iu the latter part of the document the 
claimants allege that the loss caused by the 
accused persons’ fraud in supplying defective 
pipes, amounted to over a million yen, inclusive 
of interest at the rate of 6 per cent. upon the 
money disbursed by the Council on each oc- 
casion of the pipes’ delivery, that being the rate 
at which the city floated the Water-works loan. 
The plaintiffs contend that, judging from the 
position of the defendants towards the Iron 
Foundry, they cannot plead ignorance of what 
was going on in the Foundry, and that, even if 
they even ignorant, as they suffered the Foundry 
to obtain fraudulent profits by dishonest means 
and (o inflict heavy losses on the city, they can- 
not be acquitted of civil responsibility, 


Despite the frequent forecasts made by the 
correspondent of the Chuo as to the outbreak 
of fresh political troubles in Korea in the near 
future, letters received by other Tokyo papers 
from their correspondents in Sdul do not indi- 
cate any such probability. The latest batch of 
these letters slate that the long deferred cere- 
mony of presenting Mr. Komura’s credentials to 
the king in consequence of his promotion from 
Chargé d' Affaires to Minister Plenipotantiary, 
took place on the 16th inst. at the Keiun Detach. 
ed Palace, whither the king had specially 
proceeded from his ‘“ Asylum.” After,the cere- 
mony, the Royal palanquin was carried back 


Surgeons Murakami and Yamada have for-/to the Russian Legation. 


warded a report to the Central Military Medical 
Authorities about the plague that broke ont in 
Anping from the 18th ult. A Chinese woman 
was (he first victim, though how she caught the 
disease is still unknown. From the first ap- 
pearance of the plague up to the 6th inst. 25 per- 
sons were seized, of whom 10 succumbed. In 
the family where the malady made its original 


The Authorities having permitted Japanese 
subjects to resume tradal operations in Phyong- 
yang and its vicinity, a party of 30 merchants 
are about to start for that district. As to com. 
mercial transactions by Japanese merchants in 
other parts of the interior, the authorities are 
much embarrassed, for to sanction the resump- 
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The Habutaye business of Fukui showed 
good: results last year, as the following figurés 


indicate :— 


No. of No. of Produce Values 


Work-shops. Looms. Weavers. Pieces. Yen. 

Habutaye van 2,946 13,049 «= -12,756 = 6454879 6,076,239 

Hosheesilke goods 74 256 676 $3533 223,036 

Umbrella silk... 3 30 16 779 12,283 

Silkehandkerchiefs 

with patterns. 9 3$ so 35270 8,799 

—_—_—_—— pete ee —————— EE Ss a eel 

Total 304% «£3983 3-468 678,696 6,319,246 

1894 . 2,850 13,893 2,560 606,436 §.097.691 
a aS eR ED 

Increase «198 466 908 73,260 4,031,555 





The comparative figures of the tea markets in 
Yokohama and Kobe for the season just con- 
cluded and the preceding season areas follow :— 

ill May sgth). Kobe(till May zoth). 
Yokota May a Robes! Ma 
Bales sent from pro- Season. Season. Season. Season 


ducing districts...... 713630400 6,067,800 1,534,000 1,468,500 
Bales 6old.........corscceee 6,669,200 $,292,700 1,410,500 913,000 


eee summed 
Bales on hand...s0000. 701,200  8§3,800 133,500  S§5,Se0 





The Yamaguchi Branch of the Japan Agricul- 
tural Society reports to the Central Office in 
Tokyo that artificial heat has proved very ef- 
ficacious in preventing damage from frost. The 
Local Government, in 1892, issued instructions 
to the Kal sericulturists to make provision of 
fires for protecting the mulberry leaves against 
frost, but they, believing a natural calamity 
like frost could not be averted by human agency, 
did not pay much attention to the advice. Two 
years later, a severe frost caused great damage 
to the mulberries, but a few villages that had 
faithfully adopted the precautions recommended 
by the Kencho, succeeded in escaping all loss. 
The signal object lesson convinced other seri- 
culturigts of the importance of artificial heat, so 
that, subsequently to that time, a number of 
villages situated within short distances of each 
other, organized an artificial frost-prevention 
guild. The value of their precaution has again 
been manifested this spring, for the frost that 
visited the province of Kai twice in the latter 
part of April and also twice early in May, did 
not injure the mulberry trees in that quarter 
at all. 


No othér Japanese industry has recently made 
more remarkable progress than that of matting, 
for whereas, in 1893, the export of this commo- 
dity totalled only 1,720,000 yen, it jumped to 
as much as 3,800,000 yen in 1895, an increase 
of nearly 120 per cent. in two years. The most 
serious obstacle to a still more satisfactory de- 
velopment of the important enterprise is want of 
capital, and consequent inability to tide over bad 
seasons, or to store raw material when the market 
is low. The increased activity of the industry has 
naturally raised the wages of mechanics, so that 
in Okayama and Hiroshima Prefectures, where 
matting for shipment abroad is produced almost 
exclusively, wages that were formerly 8 to 9 sen 
daily have risen to about 13 sen. Under these 
conditions, despite the largely augmented de- 
mand of foreign consumers, the profits falling 
to the share of the manufacturers, are said to 
be comparatively small, partly because they can 
not afford to hold their goods until foreign mer- 
chants become willing to purchase at rates com- 
mensurate with the increased cost of production. 
To obviate this drawback, the business men of 
Kobe, Osaka, Okayama, and so forth, that are 
directly interested in the prosperity of the 
trade, have decided to establish a large matting 
company, which will have factories at Akashi, 
Tarumi (near Maiko), and in the prison 
barracks of Kobe, Osaka, and Himeji. 


ed 


From the epitome that we published last 
Saturday of documents relating to the sale of 
Imperial Estates, it is clear that of the three 
properties in question, the Sado mine promises 
to yield the largest returns, judging from results 
up to the present. We are told, however, that 
the Imperial Household is determined not to 
sell the three separately, but will offer them in 
one lot. Whether the qualifications for bidding 
will be specified, and what the upset price will 
be, are points to be determined by the Imperial 
Estates Sales Committee, just nominated. 













delivered by Viscount Watanabe, Minister of 
Finance, on the 21stinst., tothe Local Governors 


War Fund having closed and various measures 
of urgent importance in the sequel of the War 
having been duly enacted with the approval of 
the Imperial Diet, and having received the 
sanction 
thought it opportune to set before the Governors 
the principal points bearing on the continuance 
of cordial and firm co-operation between the 
Central Government and the Local Governors. 
First, in regard to War Finance. 
War Account was opened in June, 1894, and 
closed on March 31st of the current year, and 
therefore covered a period of 22 months. 
total amount expended during the War was over 
210,900,000 yen, for which an appropriation of 
223,900,000 yen, in round numbers, had already 
been made. 
to be applied to various purposes pertaining to 
Extraordinary War Affairs and still remained to 
be disposed of. 
in this connexion was the fact that the financial 
side of the Japan-China War had been carried 
out in strict accordance with the original pro- 
gramme, and moreover in a manner that did 
not to any material extent impair the in- 
terests of national economy. 
‘declared that this was largely due to the zealous 
and efficient help extended by the Governors. 
Next, as to the various measures necessitated in 
the sequel of the war. 
kept in view in regard to post-bellum finance, 
were to provide money for the better develop- 
ment of national defences, and at the same time 
to organise measures leading to fuller develop- 
ment of the national resources, both iudustrial 
and commercial. 
greater attention should be paid to the ex- 
pansion of industry, education, the means of 
communication, and systems for the circulation 
of money. 
were under the control of the Department of 
State, and confining himself to the funda- 
mental portions in the Budget for the current 
fiscal year—the development of trade and the 
readjustment of taxation—which came under 
the direct control of the Department of Finance, 
His Excellency desired to call the attention of 
the Governors to the enormous increment in 
the National Revenue and Expenditure, and 
especially to the distinction which must be 
observed between the Ordinary and Extra- 
ordinary Accounts in the Budget under con- 
sideration. 
Imperial finances on the soundest possible 
basis that he had caused such extraordinary 
revenues as the War Indemnity and the Go- 
vernment Loans to be applied solely to purposes 
of extraordinary moment, that could only be 
completed in the course of several years. 
already announced, last year the Government 
was obliged to seek new sources of revenue, 
and the sa&é, business, and registration Taxes 
and the tobacco monopoly were all measures 
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THE MINISTER OF FINANCE AND 


THE LOCAL GOVERNORS. 
——___- 
The following is an epitome of a speech 


then staying in Tokyo :— 
The fiscal period covered by the Special 


of the Emperor, His Excellency 


The Special 


The 


The balance, 12,900,000 yen, was 


What was specially noteworthy 


The Viscount 


The main objects to be 


To attain these objects 


Putting aside various affairs that 


It was with a view to placing the 


As 


newly enacted to that end. At the same time, 
taxes that from their nature could not con- 
veniently come within the category of national 
taxes, such as the imposts on confectionary, 
ships and boats, vehicles, and so forth, were 
now devoted to local purposes. When seek- 
ing new sources of revenue, the Treasury 
endeavoured to select such as did not im- 
pair the progress of national development, 
and this end had been steadily kept in view. 
Better means for the circulation of money was the 
third and last topic dealt with by the Viscount. 
After long and careful investigation of the 
question, the Central Government had decided 
to establish the Central and Local Industrial 
Banks 80 that agriculturists and manufacturers 
might procure advances at easy rates of interest 
and on easy terms of redemption. Toenable the 
Central and Local Industrial Banks to carry out 
the purposes for which they were established, 
namely, to promote the development of national 
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industry, the State had, on the one hand, to ex- 
tend suitable aid, and on the other, to exercise 
strict control over them. The Government had 
consequently decided to provide about 10 million 
yen towards their capital, and had then enacted 
various Laws relating to the Industrial Banks 
which were issued in April. The opening of 
these Banks, however, could not be earlier than 
January next, as the Central Bank had to be 
started first. In appointing, with the approval 
of the Minister of Finance, inaugural Com- 
mittees for the respective Local Industrial 
Banks, the Provincial Governors should en- 
deavour to select local capitalists of experience, 
good reputation, and credit, and also reputed 
for public spirit; and should aim at conducting 
all preparatory arrangements with the utmost 
care. Then as the funds with which the 
respective localities were to purchase shares 
in the Banks, were to be provided for in 
the Budgets for the next fiscal year, it would 
be convenient to fix the date of the pay- 
ment of the first installment subsequent to April 
next, aud so allow the Banks to open on 
July rst. Another point of importance to be 
borne in mind by the Governors was the mode 
of raising subscriptions. The shareholders 
should be men determined to become per- 
manently connected with Banks, and not persons 
only desirous of speculating in their shares. 
The object underlying the establishment of In- 
dustrial Banks being the promotion of industry, 
and not to earn big dividends through heavy 
interest for the Banks themselves, it was exceed- 
ingly important that the Banks should be strictly 


on their guard not to advance loans on business 
of uncertain character; otherwise the develop- 


ment of genuine industry would be inter- 
fered with. 








TRE “NICHI NICHI" ON 7HE TEN- 
DENCY OF FAPANESE INDUSTRY. 


retin 

The Niché Nichi publishes an interesting 
article on the above topic, in the course of which 
it says that industrial joint-stock companies, 
started between the latter part of last year and 
the middle of the current month number over 


x 


210, with an aggregate capital of 25,395,965 # 


yen i— 


Capital. 
Companies. en. 
Cotton-Spinning Companies...... 24 134,330, 
Silk and Cotton-weaving Com- : oie 
PANES. ccasecwccsesrsusne ssecscsoceres 25 eee 5,105,400 
Filature Companies ...scccscsseees 50 ... 3,439,500 
Muslin. weaving Companies .,.,... 3... 3;000,000 
lron-works Companies w.ecccsesees 3 eee 2,550,000 
Silk-spinning Companies ....c0 5 s+ 2,400,000 
Rahinee (?) Spinning Company. 1 .., 2,000,000 
Mining (chiefly petroleum) Com- 
PANIES sessccccceerscerences 
Match Companies ecceccnece eecoeace 8 eee 1,080,000 
Brewing (Saké) Companies ...... 5 «-. 898,000 
Railway Rolling-stock Companies 3 ... 1,020,000 
Spinning and Weaving Imple- 


14 we 1,312,960 


ment Manufactory seccoossccesees I... 800,000 
D: ug Companies coves Coeraccvnscceres 3 ° 750,000 
Gelatine Manufactory wccccccesees fF see 500,000 


Other companies recently started on smaller 
capitals are tabulated as follow :—Matting, 
bricks, and printing, each 5 ; oil refining, rope- 
making, rice cleaning, each 4; milling, 3; 
paper, porcelain, dyeing, coke, and straw-braid, 
each 2; lacquer-work, glass-work, cement, 
flax, and hatters, each 1. A dock-yard has 
also been started with a capital of 600,000 
yen. The company with the largest capital 
is the Ramee (?) Spinning Company, two 
million yen; a muslin company comes next 
with 1,000,000 yer ; a dock-yard with 600 000 
yen, a gelatine manufactory with half a million 
yen, an iron-works with over 630,000 yen, 
and cotton and silk spinning companies with 
about 600,000 yen and 480,000 yen respectively. 
A noteworthy pointis the preponderance of new 
filatures and spinning mills. Of the former the 
majority belong to the Kwansei districts, and very 
few to the Kwanto districts, the most important 
silk centres in Japan at present. Between 1885 
and 1894, according to the average yield per 
annum, the principal silk districts of Japan were 
graded as follows:—Nagano, Gumma, Yama- 
nashi, Fukushima, Yamagata, Miyagi, and Nii- 
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gata. This feature must strike even the casual ob- 
server as surprising, considering the nature of the 
business. One would have thought that the more 
southern and warmer districts of Japan would 
have suited sericulturists better. Butthe Vicks 
Niché suggests an explanation, Owing to the 
comparative sterility of the north-eastern parts 
of the main island of Japan, special attention 
was devoted from the earliest times to the 
manufacture there of silk materials as yielding 
the most profit. But the silk industry should 
thrive even better in the southern provinces, and 
the fact has evidently presented itself forcibly to 
capitalists at the presenttime. While express- 
ing satisfaction at seeing so many different kinds 
of industry developing with so much activity, 
the Michi Michi cannot but regret that manu- 
facturing enterprises attract the investment of 
only a little over 25 million yen, especially when 
shipping, banking, and railway schemes are 
undertaken with feverish enthusiasm. Of course 
this is doubtless owing to the fact that many of 
the latter enterprises are speculative, and thus 
afford easy roads to fortune to lucky speculators, 
while industrial enterprises require patience and 
the passage of years to mature. 

The Michi Nichi devotes another article to 
discussing the future of Japanese weaving, with 
special reference to cotton fabrics. This branch 
of industry, as compared with silk weaving, is 
markedly backward, and enormous quantities of 
cotton goods have to be imported into Japan to 
meet the demand for them. The following 
table shows the amount of cotton goods import- 


ed into Japan and China during 1893 and 1894 


the China figures including yarns :— 
piers 


° 1 . 

JAParccccceveeeeee 2Qp2ZOTQO4 cesses einen obs 
Clhritra..ccecccecee ves 4511371970 weve 52,105,448 
England is supplying the greater proportion of 
these goods. The Michi Nichi askes why it 
‘is that Japan, while exporting a huge quantity 
of silk goods, is under the necessity of import- 
ing such a quantity of cotton goods; and 
why can England supply the rest of the 
world with such an enormous quantity of 
cheap cotton frabrics? The answer is simply 
this. Machine weaving has been carried 
to the very highest prefection in England, 
while it is still in a primitive stage in Japan, 
Abundance of coal and cheap skilled labour are 
essential requisites for the development of cotton 
weaving, and as these are easily available in this 
country, Japan, even though she is obliged to 
purchase her looms in other countries, should 
be able to develop into an important machine- 
weaving country. 








DOCUMENTS RELATING 10 27HE 
SALE OF IMPERIAL ESTAtTES. 


————_——_@—_—___—- 

A document on the above subject, submitted 
by the Minister of the Imperial Household to 
the Emperor, gives no information additional to 
that already published in these columns. It 
states that the three Imperial Estates, if they 
are to be made really profitable, require the im- 
mediate investment of. over 364,000 yen, in 
addition to a further sum of over 239,000 yen, 
to be spent upon them by the end of the goth 
fiscal year, according to the original programme, 
while of the money already invested, above 
874,000 yes has still to be recovered. It was 
estimated, when these estates were transferred 
to the ownership of the Imperial Household, 
that a net profit of no less than 300,000 yen 
annually would accrue, but the returns actually 
obtained never approximated to that estimate, 
the average during the last seven years not ex- 
ceeding 101,000 yen. Even if further sinking 
of capital be made, as proposed by the experts in 
charge, the total returns from the two mines of 
Sado and Ikuno would not exceed 110,000 yen. 
This can not be regarded asa good rate of profit, 
to say nothing of ils extreme uncertainty, or of 
the unsuitability of mining business in the hands 
of the Imperial Household. Further, mines 
not included in the list of hereditary estates of 
the Crown must be worked in accordance with 
the Mining Regulations; that is to say, the 
veins already designated must be exploited. 
That, however, requires the investment of capi- 
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tal beyond the resources of the Household.| FOREIGNERS & FAPANESE PUBLIC 


Hence, sooner or later, the new shafts must pass 
from the contro! of the Household and the 
people must be allowed to work them, with the 
obvious result that the operations of the Imperial 
Household and those of the people would be 


carried on side by side, so that while even at 
present, owing to the increased activity of in- 
dustrial enterprise and the augmented demand 
for labour, there is danger of competition be- 
tween the Household and private capitalists, that 
difficulty would be greatly accentuated immedi- 
ately on the appearance of private undertakings 
in close proximity to those of the Household. 
Therefore it behoves the Honsehold to dispose 


of such property without delay. In carrying out 
that project, the Household should bestow a 
cerlain sum on the people of Sado and Ikuno, 
who have been closely connected with the mines 
for a period of several centuries, so that the 
benevolence of His Majesty may bea permanent 
memory. . 


The document submitted by Messrs. Naka- 
yama, Wada, and Watanabe, ‘experts of the 
Estates Bureau, declares that the chief reason 
why the proceeds from the mines fall below 
those that the Government formerly derived 
from them, is to be sought in the fact that the 
Government’s aim was to extract as much 
ore as possible, without any idea of making 
the mines a permanent source of revenue, 
whereas the Household has husbanded the 
resources of the mines as a lasting property. 
Fuither, many accidental causes have con- 
tributed to prevent the mines from yielding 
the proceeds originally estimated; as for in- 
stance, the sale of rice at rates below these rul- 
ing in the market to the miners in 1890, the 
framing of the estimate for 1895 exactly on the 
basis of that of the previous year, with the ap- 
proval of the Chief of the Estates Bureau, and 
the suspension of operations in part of the 
Ikuno mine in 1895, owing to an outbreak of 
cholera. If the figures for the years in which 
the Imperial Estates suffered from these acci- 
dental causes be excluded, and the computation 
be made for normal years only, then the actual 
receipts are found to have exceeded the estimate. 
Even including the years of unexpected in- 
cidents, the results during the last 7 years were 
not bad :— 


Investment Average Ratio of 

not yet Working proceeds Profit to 

redeemed. Fund. Total, per annum. capital 

Ven. Yen. Yen. en. Per cent. 
SadO.eerrcscoree 293,000...... 240,000...... 433-000...... $9 600...00. 13.6 
Tkuno ...cco. 594,000 weaesé 127,000,.,... 731,0¢0 43,000....., $9 
Osaka ........ ,000...... 216,000.,.... §$08,@00...... 39, 009...... 6.2 
Total ... oe 873,00....0. $73,000.,,.., 344.46,900..0006 120,000...... 8.8 


A net profit of 8.3 per cent. on the capital in- 
vested can not be called a narrow margin, nor 
can an enterprise yielding so high an average 
return during 7 years be considered precarious. 
Indeed, the Chief of the Bureau himself was 
previously convinced of the perfect security of 
these miues, for he introduced, before the Diet 
last year a proposal to include the mines in 
the list of the Crown’s hereditary estates. Is it 
prudent to withdraw that proposal and to adopt 
a diametrically opposite course on the strength 
of the results for 1895 only? Even when the 
mines are conducted according to the provisions 
of the Mining Regulations, there will be uo 
ground for apprehension as to the financial 
result, the profit estimated on the most moderate 
basis being as follows:—Sado, 60,000 yen; 
Ikuno, 50,000 yen ; Osaka, 30,000 yen ; total, 
140,000 yen. Supposing that the tax to be paid, 
according to the Mining Regulations, amount 
to 15,000 yen; there will remain a profit of 
125,000 yen, which corresponds to 6.1 per cent. 
on the total capital investment of 2,050,000 
yen, and that estimate excludes additional re- 
ceipts fairly to be anticipa‘ed from the Sado 
mine. Of the veins not yet worked, it is suffi- 
cient to select those that are likely to yield suit- 
able returns. There is no necessity to work all 
the veins. In view of the above reasons, the 
subscribers of the document hold that financial 
considerations do not point to the sale of the 
mines, and they are therefore desirous that the 
question of finance be eliminated from the 
causes assigned by the Household for disposing 
of the mines. 






LOAN BONDS. 
—_———_——_e>____—_- 

It is rather singular that any question should 
have been raised at this eleventh hour as to the 
competence of foreigners to hold Japanese 
Public Bonds. In the very early days of the 
issue of such securities, they took the form, al- 
most entirely, of pension bonds given to the 
Kwasoku aud Shisokuw in commutation of the 
estates and incomes they had surrendered on 
the fall of feudalism. Doubtless the idea of 
such bonds falling into foreign hands was not 
originally contemplated. They were all regis- 
tered ; that is to say, they bore the names of their 
holders, and as a foreign name would not have 
been admissible, these particular bonds, Kis- 
roku shosho as they were called, were outside 
the pale of foreign speculation. Such was not 
the case, however, with the six-per-cent. bonds 
issued in exchange for Xiasa/su some sixteen 
or seventeen years ago. They were not re- 
gistered. In other words, they could be held 
by any one, and the interest on them was 
payable to bearer. Subsequently, when the 
first private railway enterprise was inaugurated, 
in 1882, thirty million yes worth of railway loan 
bonds—Wakasendo Tetsudo Shosho—were is- 
sued, with the distinct announcement that fo- 
reigners were permitted to hold them. The next 
important issue of bonds took place when Count 
Matsukata set about the conversion of the na- 
tional debt. Five-per-cent. consolidated bonds 
were then placed upon the market, registered or 
unregistered according to the option of the 
buyer. No legal obstacle whatever existed to 
the purchase of these bonds by foreigners, and, 
asa matter of fact, considerable quantities of 
them are held by foreigners and registered in 
their names. Indeed, an attempt was made at 


one time to place them on the London market, 


but the silver question proved a fatal obstacle. 


The war-loan bonds are similarly purchasable 
by foreigners. 
only kind of Japanese securities that cannot be 
held by foreigners, are the shares of companies, 


In fact, speaking generally, the 


of industrial or mining enterprises, and so forth, 
the tenure of which involves part ownership of 
real property outside the Settlements. 








AN ISSUE OF CONSOLES. 


_— -——___-_ > —— pea oe 

The Satsuma Insurrection of 1877 cost the 
Government over forty million yen, fifteen mil- 
lions of which were lent by the Nobles through 
their Bank, the Fifteenth National Bank. The 
Government, being under obligation not to 
redeem this debt until it had run for a sufficient 
number of years to compensate, in some mea- 
sure, the loyalty shown by the Nobles, suffered 
ten millions of it to remain unpaid until last 
year, though it carried interest at the rate of 7 
per cent., whereas the Treasury's consolidated 
five-per-cent. bonds were selling at a premiom 
in the open market. Last November, however, 
observing the conditions of its agreement with 
the Bank, the Government paid off two millions 
of the loan, and the remaining eight millions are 
to be redeemed during the current fiscal year 
and the next. Accordingly, the Treasury 
has now announced an issue of two million yen 
worth of five-per-cent. Consols, the selling price 
of each 103 yen bond being fixed at 100.10 yen. 
The Consolidated Public Bonds Regulations 
empower the Minister of State for Finance either 
to redeem with five-per-cent. Consols public 
bonds that carry interest of and above six per 
cent., when such bonds fall due, or to issue 
Consols independently should the state of the 
market seem (o favour that course. The latter 
step it is that has now beentaken. It does 
not appear that the Consols are to be placed on 
the open market direct by the Treasury. They 
will be handed to the Bank of Japan, which will 
use them as security for a corresponding issue 
of convertible notes to pay off the Nobles’ Bank, 
unless, as is not improbable, the latter prefers 
to receive payment in Consols. 
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“CENT. PER CENT.” 


acca 
ENT. PER CENT.,” a controver- 
sialist who, evidently unwilling that 
his name should be known to his opponent, 
persists in attacking our views anony- 
mously in the columns of another journal, 
has found something in Zhe Timesthat seems 
to support his arguments, and he quotes 
the discovery with satisfaction. Now, 
whatever general difference of opinion 
may exist between “Cent. per Cent.” and 
ourselves, the immediate topic of discus- 
sion is so simple, and so easily stated, that 
really we cannot see much room for mis- 
understanding. The particular assertion 
traversed by us is this :—‘It has always 
been asserted by bimetallists that the 
dominant cause of the depreciation of 
silver in terms of gold, was the insufficient 
output of the yellow metal, and the cer- 
tain exhaustion of all further sources of 
supply.” We have stated, and we repeat, 
that if ‘‘Cent. per Cent.” had desired 
above all things to misrepresent the posi- 
tion taken by the bimetallists, he could 
not have set about the task more thorough- 
ly than he has done in the above presen- 
tation of their case. One of the strongest 
points in the contention of the bimetallists 
is that, largely as the annual outputs of 
gold and silver vary with reference to 
each other, their sum is approximately a 
constant quantity, the abundance of the 
one compensating the deficiency of the 
other, and that by placing both in the 
rank of universal media of exchange, they 
would have a currency possessing one of 
the chief desjderata of soundness, name- 
ly, a stable basis. So far from admitting 
that a decrease in the production of gold 
is ‘the dominant cause’”’ of the depre- 
ciation of silver in terms of gold, they 
point to the fact that although, during the 
century preceding the demonetization of 
silver, the yearly yields of the two metals 
fluctuated even more than they have done 
during the past three decades, yet the 
ratio of their values remained almost 
invariable. In short, while not pretend- 
ing that the price commanded by ‘any 
object can be independent of the quantity 
of its supply, the bimetallists have alleged 
that volume of production has never been 
a prime factor in determining the gold- 
price of silver. Their claim is that the chief 
source of mischief was the demonetization 
of silver, for by that step the white metal 
immediately fell to the rank of a mere 
commodity, and, being expelled from its 
chief field of employment as a medium of 
exchange, necessarily lost a great part of 
its value. No recognised exponent of the 
bimetallic doctrine has pretended, we re- 
peat, that the insufficient output of gold is 
the dominant cause of the depreciation of 
silver in terms of gold. So far as that 
part of the question is concerned, what 
bimetallists have always alleged is that, 
Owing to silver’s having been arbitrarily 

©Posed from its place as an auxiliary of 
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gold in the currency of the world, the 
yellow metal was saddled with functions 
which it could not adequately discharge 
alone, and the prices of commodities were 
thus gradually pulled down until they 
adjusted themselves to the reduced volume 
of the medium in terms of which their 
market values were expressed. On the 
other hand, the persistent argument of the 
monometallists has been that the fall in 
the gold-price of silver has been primarily 
due to the increased output of the white 
metal and the decreased output of the 
yellow, and that the fall in the prices of 
commodities has been due principally to 
over-production. Hence, when ‘ Cent per 
Cent.” attributes to bimetallists the doc- 
trine that “the dominant cause of the 
depreciation of silver in terms of gold is 
the insufficient output of the yellow metal,” 
he puts into their mouths an inverted 
form of the very argument that they have 
always repudiated and that monometallists 
have always maiyptained. In fact, he 
calmly substitutes the position of the 
monometallists for that of the bimetallists. 
Now, let us see what it is that ‘ Cent per 
Cent” has found in Zhe Times to support 
his contention. ‘‘ Welcome,” he writes, 
quoting from an article in the great London 
journal, ‘as gold discoveries are for the 
discredit they throw on the central argu- 
ment on which bimetallists have rested 
their cause, they are, in other respects, 
# * * of very doubtful benefit to the 
world.’”’ And then he adduces a “ further 
forecast” of the writer in Zhe Times, 
namely, ‘‘an attendant rise in prices, to 
the greater confusion of the bimetal- 
lists." Truly, whether considered as sup- 
porting ‘Cent per Cent’s.’”’ misrepre- 
sentations, or regarded as strengthening 
the cause of the monometallists, this rea- 
soning is almost comical. The central 
argument of the bimetallists has always 
been that, by demonetizing silver, exces- 
sive functions were imposed upon gold, 
and that the volume of metallic currency 
thus becoming inadequate to the wants of 
commerce, the gold prices of commodities 
necessarily fell. This the monometallists 
always denied.- Their position was that 
gold was quite competent to discharge all 
the duties thrown upon it; that its output 
amply sufficed for all purposes of exchange; 
and that the marked fall in the prices of 
commodities must be referred to over- 
production. Now, having these two lines 
of argument before us, see what happens. 
Unexpectedly, a large increase takes place 
in the output of gold. Forthwith the 
monometallists turn round and say :— 
“There! The central argument of the 
bimetallists is destroyed, And to their 
greater confusion, we shall now see a rise 
in prices.” To their greater confusion, 
forsooth! Why, it was precisely because 
gold, divorced from silver, became inade- 
quate to serve the purposes of exchange 
that prices fell, according to the bimetal- 
lists. And it was precisely because the 
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monometallists, on their side, denied any 
such inadequacy that they attributed the fall 
of prices to over-production. Yet now we 
have these same monometallists announc- 
ing that the increased output of gold will 
cause arise of prices! In other words, 
they accept the bimetallists’ contention, 
and then cry out that the bimetallists are 
overthrown! Is it not amusingly naive 
and admirably consistent? We should 
not object for a moment were it said that 
the greatly increased output of gold miti- 
gates the evils for which bimetallists 
urged the remonetization of silver as a 
remedy, and that their counsels suffer a 
corresponding loss of urgency. But to 
say that bimetallic arguments are dis- 
credited because the evils persistently 
attributed by monometallists to over- 
production are likely to be mitigated by 
an accidental application of the very re- 
medy persistently advocated by bimetal- 
lists, namely, augmentation of the volume 
of the media of exchange, is perhaps the 
most vicious circle of logic ever traced by 
thinking men. We are not surprised that 
‘Cent per Cent.” recognises and welcomes 
a close kinship between his own arguments 
and that class of reasoning. Yet another 
point has to be noted. The monometal- 
lists have steadily insisted that the de- 
preciation of silver in terms of gold was 
due, not to the demonetization of the 
former metal, but to its over-produc- 
tion. In other words, they have contend- 
ed that an abnormal divergence in the 
annual outputs of the two metals has 
disturbed the ratio of their values. Are 
they prepared now to assert that the 
divergence having become so much less 
marked owing to the discovery of new 
gold mines, the ratio between the values 
of the two metals will undergo a corre- 
sponding change in the opposite direction? 
They will shrink, we imagine, from any 
such practical test of their doctrines. 
Let us finally add that, although every 
considerable increase in the earth’s yield 
of gold lessens the strain to which that 
metal is subjected by having the whole 
functions of exchange thrown upon it 
alone, and thereby mitigates the urgency 
of the bimetallic claim, there remain al- 
ways the facts that general constancy of 
production is the great desideratum in 
respect of money of exchange; that the 
increased output of gold owing to the dis- 
covery of South African mines is not to 
be permanently trusted any more than was 
the still greater increase resulting from 
the discovery of the Australian mines, and 
that the records of the past indicate only 
one tolerably constant quantity, namely, 
the combined output of gold and silver. 


The eighth general meeting of the Japan Red 
Cross Society—as well as an extraordinary 
peace celebration meeting—will be held in the 


fifth pavillion of the late exhibition in Uyeno Park 
on the rstof June. H.I.M. the Empress will 
be present. Various entertainments are being 
arranged for the occasion. 
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THE IMPERIAL CHINESE 
CUSTOMS. 


> ----—— 
HERE is evidently much discontent 


in the ranks of the Imperial Chinese 
Customs, for a second article on the subject 
has appeared in the columns of the North- 
China Daily News. The main cause of 
grievance is the old question of exchange : 
the sterling equivalents of the Customs 
Officials’ salaries have grown smaller each 
year, until what were once fine emoluments 
have now become mere pittances when 
expressed in pounds, shillings, and pence. 
Nothing has been done to mend this state 
of affairs. ‘‘ The position,” says our 
Shanghai contemporary, “is that the great 
body of the men joined at an emolument 
which, from circumstances utterly beyond 
their control or prevision, has now fallen 
to a fraction of its former value,” and the 
fact that no remedy has been applied is 
spoken of as “a slur upon the Inspector- 
General’s intelligence.” We are unable 
to view this matter in quite so strong a 
light as does the North-China Daily News. 
Precisely the same problem presents itself 
in respect of the foreign employés of the 
Japanese Government, but has never pro- 
voked in this country criticism such as 
appears in the Shanghai journal’s writing. 
There is no question, we need scarcely 
premise, of men engaged originally at a 
fixed amount of salary in sterling : they 
are independent of fluctuations in the gold 
price of silver. There is question only of 
men that have entered into an agreement 
to perform certain duties in consideration 
of a certain number of silver coins month- 
ly. How can these men justly claim that 
they are entitled to larger emoluments 
because the coins in which they are paid 
represent a smaller sum in gold than they 
represented ten years ago? The whole 
arrangement was on a silver basis from 
the outset, and the Customs’ revenue, out 
of which its employés are paid, is collect- 
ed in silver? The question presents, in- 
deed, one phase that has to do with strict 
justice. If it could be shown that the im- 
port duties levied by the Customs have 
increased as a consequence of the higher 
silver prices of commodities coming from 
gold-using countries, the foreign employés 
of the Customs might properly claim that 
some part of the increase should be de- 
voted to compensating them for losses 
due to a cause that has brought pro- 
fit to their employers. Carrying the 
same argument farther, statistics might 
be consulted to discover whether the 
development of China’s export trade, 
owing to the steady fall in the gold-price 
of silver, has not augmented the Customs 
income, directly by adding to the volume 
of duty-paying exports, and indirectly by 
increasing the people’s capacity to pur- 
chase imports. In short, could reasonable 
grounds be adduced for asserting that the 
Customs’ revenue has grown perceptibly 
in consequence of the appreciation of gold, 





then it certainly would be unfair to con- 
demn the Customs’ employés to suffer 
from the operation of a factor that had 
enriched their employers. But we fear 
that no such demonstration is possible. 
It was recently noted in these columns 
that while the silver value of China’s fo- 
reign trade increased from 207 million 
taels in 1889 to 3144 million taels in 1895, 
the Customs revenue was actually less in 
the latter year that in the former. On 
the other hand, if the figures be reduced to 
gold, the result is that, while the volume of 
the trade remained virtually unchanged, 
the income derived from it by the Customs 
diminished nearly 40 per cent. Hence it 
appears that the Imperial Customs and its 
em ployés have suffered to exactly the same 
extent from the same cause, and under 
such circumstances we can not understand 
the justice of complaining that the em- 
ployés are hardly treated because they do 
not receive compensation for losses that 
the Customs have had to bear equally. 
There can be no lack of sympathy with 
these excellent servants of the Chinese 
Government. Their case is most pitiable. 
Naturally, the goal of their ambition is to 
save money sufficient to return to their 
own countries. Many of them probably 
have to make remittances to Europe or 
America on account of family claims. In 
either respect the difficulty of their task 
is practically double what it was seven 
or eight years ago. Could anything be 
more disheartening ? They may naturally 
say that when they took service in the 
Imperial Customs, they appraised their 
salaries in gold, the medium of exchange 
generally recognised in the West, and that 
they would never for a moment have enter- 
tained the idea of expatriating them- 
selves had they been offered only one 
half of the number of sovereigns then 
represented by their silver emoluments. 
That is a perfectly true plea. But may it 
not be urged with equal justice in respect 
of every enterprise that has involved the 
substitution of a gold for a silver basis 
during the past twenty years? The suf- 
fering has been universal. The same 
disaster has overtaken every one. Think 
of a man that borrowed athousand pounds 
sterling in 1884, say, for the purpose of 
carrying on business in the East. A 
thousand sovereigns represented, at that 
time, $5,333. To-day, $9,230 are requir- 
ed to pay back the loan ; and if the rate 
of interest was 6 per cent., to-day it is 
nearly 11 per cent. of the original sum in 
silver. This catastrophe has fallen upon 
nearfy all business concerns and residents 
in the East. It constituted a source of sore 
complaint among the servants of the BRI- 
TISH CROWN in India, yet HER MAJESTY’S 
Government did not see their way to ap- 
ply any remedy. The Chinese Authorities 
are certainly under no obligation to be 
more generous. Besides, no Jess reason- 
able time could be chosen to press a 
claim of the kind. China is in great 
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pecuniary straits. The Customs Service 
itself is the object of foreign intrigue, and 
if its members desire to keep it under the 
admirable control to which it owes so 
much, they will not imprudently clamour 
at this crisis for relief that can not be 
obtained without danger to the whole 
organization. Nothing could be less con- 
ducive to their own interests than writing 
such as the North-China Daily News 
has published. That our contemporary’s 
motives are excellent, we can not doubt, 
but its articles are likely to prove mis- 
chievous. 








THE SPRING FINE ARTS MUSEUM. 
——__q—___—_ 

"THE Spring Exhibition of fine-art pro- 

ducts in Uyeno Park was closed on 
the 25th instant, having remained open 
from the rst of April, a longer period 
than usual. On the whole, the verdict 
must be, we think, that no signal progress 
has been displayed except in the sections 
of keramics and metal work. As to the 
latter, it is singular but apparently true 
that the extraordinary capacity of Japan- 
ese artists in chiselling silver, copper, 
shakudo and shibuichi has only recently 
begun to be recognised, from a practical 
point of view, by foreigners, especially by 
foreign residents. A year or two ago, it 
used to be the habit to procure cups for 
racing and boating prizes or for presenta- 
tion purposes from Hongkong, and to this 
day one meets folks who labour under the 
extraordinary delusion that Chinese silver- 
smiths are better than Japanese. Noone 
that has ever had an opportunity of mak- 
ing a fair comparison can entertain the 
smallest doubt on the subject. Chinese 
silver work is not to be mentioned in the 
same breath with Japanese. The Hong- 
kong or Canton artisan simply casts the 
silver in a mould or beats out a répoussé 
design upon it. The whole process is 
purely mechanical. There is no employ- 
ment of the chisel; the finish is rough 
and inelegant, and the designs are seldom 
redeemed by the slightest evidence of 
artistic conception. Choice Japanese work 
is precisely the contrary of all that. When 
the ~époussé process 1s used, it serves only 
to give relief to the design, or to reduce 
the mass of metal, and is merely prelimi- 
nary to chiselling, in which wonderful skill 
and power are shown. There is no such 
metal work produced elsewhere in the 
world. In designing shapes and adapt- 
ing decoration to special purposes, the 
superiority doubtless lies with the artists 
of the West, but so far as_ techni- 
cal skill in concerned, the Japanese are 
incomparable. That might easily have 
been inferred by any one familiar with 
the marvellous chiselling seen on their 
sword furniture. But somehow the in- 
ference was not drawn. The worker in 
metals seems to have been regarded as a 
thing of the past, and only of late have 


the foreign residents awaked to the fact 
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that an easy opportunity prevents itself 
to obtain, at extraordinarily low prices, 
exquisite tea and coffee sets, dessert 
services, salvers, and such things—articles 
that may be handed down from generation 
to generation, becoming more and more 
valuable as years go by. MUSASHIYA’S 
well known bric-a-brac store prepared the 
path to the discovery in Yokohama, but 
it was not until the opening of KONo- 
IKE’S establishment that people began to 
thoroughly appreciate the truth. Yet, 
while heartily applauding what KONo- 
IKE has done, we can not pretend to 
think that his work stands nearly in the 
first rank. Perhaps, on the whole, it 
satisfies the purposes to which it is ap- 
plied, but it emphatically invites the same 
criticism as the more extensive produc- 
tions of IKEDA in Kyoto, and his agent 
NAKAMURA in Tokyo, namely, that the 
labour of the chiseller is reduced to a 
minimum, that fineness of execution is 
sacrificed to richness of effect, and that 
the prime purpose of the artizan is to 
attract the custoin of foreigners looking 
for profusion of ornament rather than for 
perfection of finish. Let any one place 
under a magnifying glass—and Japanese 
metal work should never be purchased 
without previous examination under a 
magnifying glass—a specimen from IKONO- 
IKE’S store and an example of the Japan- 
ese silver-smith’s highest process—the 
process known as hoshimoto-bori: the 
difference will be recognised instantly. 
It may indeed be urged that the tea-pots 
and flower-bowls of KONOIKE and IKEDA 
are as finely chiselled as such things need 
be. That is true in a sense. But what 
we have to remember is that while such 
examples will be forthcoming in large 
quantities at low rates for many years, 
the really grand work of the Japanese 
chiseller must tend more and more to 
command the price it represents when 
measured by a Western standard of value, 
and that, after all, unless one buys for 
mere household purposes, one _ should 
endeavour to procure specimens stand- 
ing above the rank and file of their class. 
A few specimens of that quality were 
displayed in the Uyeno Exhibition. They 
all received more or less favourable notice 
from the Judges. The first prize was 
justly awarded to a masterpiece by that 
prince of modern metal-workers, SHOMIN. 
It was a little tray, having a sea-scape 
chiselled on its surface—waves in the fore- 
ground breaking into silver ripples where 
moon-light touched them through clouds, 
dusky-canvassed junks drifting over their 
own shadows in the mid-distance, and 
mountains melting into the sombreness of 
night in the background. Such creations 
in metal, transferred, idealized, and en- 
larged from the ¢suda of old times, bear as- 
tounding testimony to the artistic courage 
and technical force of the men that pro- 
duce them. By-and-by the happy posses- 
sors of SHOMIN’S che/s-@’ evure will under- 


stand their good fortune. The particular 
specimen of which we have been speaking, 
like many others from the same hand, was 
purchased for the Imperial collection. 

Perhaps it is not quite correct to speak 
of this exhibition as displaying any mark- 
ed progress in metal work, for, after all, 
SHOMIN and his brother-artists have 
been as well represented on previous 
occasions. But in keramics a step in 
advance has certainly to be recorded. 
SHOZAN and SEIFU have achieved fresh 
triumphs: the former by the exquisite 
delicacy of his monochrome glazes com- 
bined with designs sous couverte; the 
latter by his céladons and jewelled porce- 
lains. These men, and with them we 
may class TAKEMOTO, are doing work 
that stands entirely distinct from any 
of the pre-Mei7z master-pieces, and ap- 
proaches very closely to the celebrated 
wares of China. 

Cloisonné, and the so-called “ cloison- 
less,’ enamels appear to have reached 
their summit of success: the exhibition 
offered no specimen without a precedent. 
Nor can we say that carvers in ivory and 
wood distinguished themselves more than 
usual. 

A number of the finest specimens in all 
classes were secured by the Imperial 
Household Department. The EMPEROR 
must spend a large sum yearly in this 
manner. What such patronage signifies 
may be appreciated when we remember 
the immense satisfaction experienced by 
a Japanese subject fortunate enough to 
win his SOVEREIGN’S approval. Profit is 
of no account to him in comparison with 
such a distinction. 








THE QUEENS BIRTHDAY. 
—_—_—_—__—_—__——__—_—- 

The British Minister’s reception on the 23rd 
instant, to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday, was 
favoured with magnificent weather, sunny, warm, 
and genuinely May-like, in marked contrast to 
the bleak, chilly, and wet days immediately pre- 
ceding. It need scarcely be said that a great 
concourse of Tokyo and Yokohama residents 
—chiefly British, of course—assembled in 
honour of the occasion. Unfortunately the 
Japanese Ministers of State, with the exception 
of Viscount Enomoto, were all absent from 
Tokyo, and the same seems to have been the 
case with the Naval and Military notables. But 
for the rest, the gathering was thoroughly repre- 
sentative. The natural beauty of the grounds 
surrounding the Legation was not impaired by 
artificial decoration, the employment of coloured 
lanterns, flags, and such objects being wisely 
limited to purposes of utility. The band of 
H.M.S. Edgar played in the eastern garden, 
and juggling feats, supplemented by the amus- 
ing performances of the well known mimic, 
Nekohachi, attracted a portion of the guests to 
the south garden. Refreshments on*a most 
hospitable scale were served in a long pavilion, 
as well as in numerous tents, arbors, and um- 
brella summer-houses, the Queen’s heath being 
everywhere drunk enthusiastically by all na- 
tionalities. The Yokohama guests—who were 
not markedly numeraqus, being confined to the 
most prominent residents—left, for the most 
part, by the 5.40 train, and shortly afterwards 
the rest of the party broke up, after a most en- 
joyable afternoon. 

Admiral Buller and the Officers of the Flag 
Ship entertained a large party on board the 
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Centurion on Monday afternoon, in honour of 
the Queen’s Birthday. Rain had threatened 
in the morning, but happily it held off, though 
the sky remained cloudy until evening. The 
ships in harbour were dressed, and the Cen/urion 
was prettily decorated. Tokyo supplied a large 
contingent of the guests, larger in proportion 
than Yokohama, and dancing was kept up with 
much spirit. All the arrangements were as 
perfect as the party was successful. A good 
deal of buuting was displayed in Yokohama and 
a royal salute was fired at noon. 


RAILWAY MISMANAGEMENT. 
—~——__—_—_—- 





Complaints of mismanagement on the Tokyo- 
Yokohama Railway grow louder and deeper. 
It might at least be supposed that the authori- 
ties had by this time learned to anticipate a 
pressure of passenger traffic on Sundays in spring 
and early summer, and that some arrangements 
would be made to suit the public convenience 
on those occasions. Experience, however, does 
not appear to have brought wisdom. Last 
Sunday, a large party of Germans and a smaller 
body of English folks, desiring to travel from 
Yokohama to Omori, were refused tickets on 
the plea of no room. They had not arrived 
at the last moment: there ought to have been 
plenty of time to put on a carriage, of whatever 
class. But the railway officials contented them- 
selves with saying simply that there was no 
available accommodation. The consequence 
was that many of the would-be travellers took 
the law into their own hands, and getting 
through the wickets—how, we do not know— 
stowed themselves away in third-class carriages, 
where, apparently, they found sufficient room. 
Some telegraphing and fuss ensued, but truly 
no one can pretend to sympathize with the rail- 
way authorities. It is wrong, of course, for 
people to force their way to the train, under 
any circumstances ; but what must be the help- 
lessness of a railway’s management if an ab- 
normal access of thirty or forty passengers at a 
principal station—a terminus indeed—throws 
everything out of gear! The incident itself is 
of no great importance, but there is no disguis- 
ing the fact that the State Railways in Japan are 
acquiring a very bad reputation, and that the 
test thus furnished of Japanese business capa- 
city will not be limited to railways alone in fo- 
reign opinion. 





AN ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE, 
EES ER EEE 


Mr. Tomlinson, a well-known English col- 
lector, is bringing out one of those beautiful illu- 
strated Catalogues that so materially promote 
public knowledge of Japanese art. We spoke 
recently of a similar catalogue of Sir Trevor 
Lawrence’s collection, but, while admiring the 
profusion and perfection of the pictures, were 
obliged to confess that the meagreness of the 
letter-press was disappointing. The writer, 
Mr. Huish, had confined himself to a brief de- 
scription of each article, adding the name of 
the maker and the centary of the manufacture. 
It seems to us that the object of such a work 
should be, not merely to depict and describe 
representative specimens, but to append essays 
from which the reader may derive a general 
notion of the spirit and history of the art. Mr. 
Tomlinson is proceeding upon the latter lines. 
Professor Church contributes for the catalogue 
a paper on ¢suba; Mr. Gilbertson one on énros 
and nefsuke, and an English amateur, resident in 
Japan, has been asked to write on the subject of 
porcelain and pottery. We have had the pleasure 
of looking at the illustrations, and have found 
them admirably faithful, apart from their tech- 
nical beauty. There is reason to hope that Eng- 
lish collectors, and perhaps the English public 
at large, are now awakening*to a really intelli- 
gent appreciation of Japanese art, such as the 
French have possessed for years. 





The Japanese silk merchants of Yokohama 
have called a meeting at Sanomo, Otamachi, to 
consult upon the best means of avoiding the 
petty troubles so continually arising between 
the foreign merchants and Japanese dealers. 
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WIRTH’S CIRCUS IN TOKYO. 
——— —->> -- —_-—- 

The Manager of Wirth’s Circus—which has 
been performing to well-filled houses in Tokyo 
—has decidedly artistic inspirations. Speak- 
ing generally, the circus is not first class: it 
falls, probably, below the rank of any that have 
hitherto visited Japan, so far as diversily of 
programme is concerned, But the horses are 
admirably trained, and there is an element of 
chic in several of the performances. The feat, 
for example, of picking up handkerchiefs from 
the ground while riding at full speed, is most 
skilfully presented. The magnificent propor- 
lions and grand suppleness of the lady that 
performs it, add much, of course, to the spec- 
tacular effect. But the whole thing is done with 
arush anda vim that raise it far beyond the 
level of ordinary circus achievements The 
dance of ‘*Sunshine” and ‘ Kaze,” again, is 
performed so smoothly and swiftly that the 
grace of the beautiful animals and their mar- 
vellous proficiency produce a delighted impres- 
sion on the audience, suggesting the acme of 
docility, cleverness, and training. Nothing, 
too, could be better calculated to win the 
sympathy of spectators than the efforts of 
the gentle little girls that come out so 
nalvely and. seem to study rather than dis- 
play their difficult and sometimes perilous gym- 
nastics in public with the prettiest earnest- 
ness imaginable. But there is no fine riding, 
and the clowns are quite below par. It is dif- 
ficult to understand how the managers of a 
circus can look for much popularity in Tokyo 
when they allow a considerable part of the time 
to be devoted to fooling that owes its point 
entirely to verbal subtleties absolutely unintel- 
ligible to the audience. What has always seem- 
ed very singular is that no altempt is ever made 
by a circus in Japan to adapt its programme to 
the perception of the folks it desires to attract. 
A clown like the never-to-be-forgotten Godfrey, 
whose buffoonery was only marginal to grand 
displays of agilily, must be welcome to any 
audience, but clowns that can do nothing but 
prattle English witticisms to spectators not 
understanding a word of English, are worse 
than silly superfluities. A thoughful manager 
ought to see the advisability of eliminating such 
items from his programme. 


THE RECEPTION AT THE 
SHOREI- KAI. 


— ——_>—-—- —— 

Not the least gratifying incident connected 
with the recent entertainment at the Shorei Kai 
was the very cordial meeting between Miss 
Macrae, in whose honour it was partly given, 
and many of her former pupils, now, for the 
most part, wives, and the mothers of families. 
The affectionate remembrance iu which her 
work and herself are held must be gratifying to 
her and are a proof of the far-reaching effect 
of efforts made towards sucha rapprochement as 
we advocate between Japanese and foreign 
ladies, an effect which can only become really 
evident and sure by the lapse of time. Miss 
Macrae recently returned to Tokyo after an ab- 
sence of four years. 


THE CHARITY CONCERT Al THE 
F.M.C.A. 


—_————_—_ > -—- --— 

Saturday, the 23rd, was decidedly a day of 
attractions and amusements, both in Yokohama 
and Tokyo. Yetio the metropolis the Charity 
Concert at the Y.M.C.A., for the benefit of that 
most worthy institution, the Himmin Shokugyo 
Gakkan, already referred to in these columns, 
was a decided success, over three hundred per- 
sons being present, a Jarge proportion of whom 
were foreigners. An attractive programme had 
been provided, but it lost mach of its excel- 
lence owing to the unavoidable absence of 
Messrs. Braccialini and Van der Polder, who 
were billed for solos. Yet Mrs. Garst’s songs, 
to Mrs. Alexander's skilled accompaniment, 
and particularly Professor von Koeber’s mast- 
erly piano-playing, reconciled the audience 
to the absence of the other favourities. Prof. 
von Koeber’s technique was a surprise to many 
who had not as yet had the pleasure of listening 
to him; an encore was enthusiastically de- 
manded and as generously accorded. Excellent, 
too, was the violin and koto playing, to the 
piano-accompaniment of Mr. Sato Rikizo, of 
Miss Shimizu Kimitoi, a graduate of the Blind, 
Deaf, and Dumb School. Mr. Coates, whom we 
have not heard before, sang “ The New King- 
dom ” in a very pleasing baritone, and won de- 
served applause. The “ Boys’ Musical Band” 
did wonders, especially when one considers that 
their instruments were only concertina, drum, 
and fife; not very high-class music, perhaps, but 
with a swing and go about it that did credit to 
the youthful performers. As for the Japanese 
trios—ofo, samisen, and fuyé—we can only 
repeat what has often been said, that however 
excellent Japanese music may be, it is an alien 
world to foreign ears. We are sincerely glad to 
think that the concert will bring some aid to 
the school on account of which it was organized. 

















































































THE H.C.S. ENGLISH SPEARING 
SOCIET F. 


> 


On Saturday evening last the Annual Exhibi- 
tion of the English Speaking Society of the 
Higher Commercial School took place in the 
spacious Lecture Hall of that institution, Over 
seven hundred invitations were sent out, while 
each student was allowed to bring two friends 
with him. The consequence was that the hall, 
capable of holding at least a thousand persons, 
was filled to overflowing, and among those present 
were a number of ladies, both foreign and Japan- 
ese. Professor Kanda, in opening the exercises, 
stated that a somewhat bold and novel plan had 
been tried in bringing together the different parts 
of the programme, as each professor had kept 
the selection of the pieces and the training of his 
students all to himself, so that while the pro- 
gramme as a whole might lack unity of plan the 
students had gained by healthy emulation, The 
speaker apologized in advance for any mishaps 
that might occur in the course of the programme, 
—an apology which was quite unnecessary, as 
the whole entertainment, music, singing, etc., 
went off most smoothly and with business-like 
promptness, Altogether it was a very success- 
ful meeting, and the students did ample justice 
to their well-deserved reputation as being the 
best English writers and speakers in Government 
institutions. We give below the programme of 
the evening :— 


THE CHEFOO FORESHORE. 
— 

A good deal of importance seems to be at- 
tached to the statement that the Tsung-li 
Yamén has granted the foreshore of Messrs. 
Fergusson and Company’s premises at Chefoo 
to a Russianized American, ‘‘ who,” we read in 
the leading Shanghai paper, “is acting osten- 
sibly for the Russian Steam Navigation Com- 








THE SEIBI-KAN. 
ee 


1.—Music. pany in the East, but of course in reality for the 
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already many beautiful objects of art are 7—Dialogue—" A Foreign Travelier in America” (Anon). question, it would scarcely be necessary for her 
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excellent idea, for collectors going there] 8—song—* Santa Lucia” (italian Boat Song). plicated by an assertion that the grant has been 


9.—** Selling Goods at Auction ” (Anon) ,..... elit, S. Sasaki. 
10.—"" A Proposal to Establish a Government Com- 
mercial College in Osaka ” (Original)....Mr. KE. Tanaka. 
11.—Song—"* Rally Round the Flag.” 

12.—Selection from "' Momoyama Monogatari.”” 


obtain access without trouble to speci- mens 
of the best work in Tokyo. Strange to say, 
however, no steps seem to have been taken 


made despite the protests of the English and 
German Ministers, But no information is 
furnished as to the supposed grounds for such 


to advertise the new departure. The fact that Kate Kiyemataseovesessssvrsseeenrssersereosentt Mr. K. Kiknchi.| protests. Does the foreshore belong to Messrs. 
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the object of attracting foreign custom that 
_ the museum has been opened. Such are the 
ways of some Japanese. 


is a fair grievance of that nature, we may be 
quite certain that it will not be tamely suffered. 
Meanwhile, it is surely somewhat puerile and 
emotional to raise such a clamour about a 
strip of foreshore, or to associate the Russian 
Government with transactions so petty. If the 
Chinese and Japanese were to accept our own 
representation of ourselves, they would have to 
conclude that Occidental States are engaged in 
a perpetual scramble for every scrap of Occi- 
dental territory that can be begged, borrowed, 
or stolen. 


FUNERAL OF LADY NOBU OYAMA. 
Fe Oe 

The funeral of the eldest daughter of the 
Marquis and Marchioness Oyama took place 
yesterday, the coilége starting punctually at 1 
o’clock from the official residence of the Mini- 
ster of State for War, and proceeding to Ao- 
yama cemetery. Numerous stands of rich 
flowers were borne in the procession, and the 
chief mourners were followed by carriages in 
which rode the wives and, in many cases, the | —— cae ee = =, 
daughters of the Cabinet Ministers and other] Messrs. Morioka Masazumi, Negishi Buko, 
high dignitaries of state. The members of the | Furukawa Ichibei, and six others are project- 
Foreign Corps Diplomatique and many foreign}ing a railway from Ashiwo, passing through 
residents of Tokyo also took part in the cere-| Nikko, and connecting with Naila station, a 
money, which was conducted according to the} distance of 70 miles, with a capital of yen 
Shinto ritual. 360,000. 


DEPARTURE OF PROF. REVON. 


———— ee ———____— 

Prof. Michel Revon, who is returning to 
France on leave of absence, left Shimbashi on 
Thursday, atrra.m. The station was crowded 
with professors and students of the Imperial 
University, who had come to show their attach- 
ment to Prof. Revon, who is appreciated for his 
scientific attainments as well as for his ability 
as an instructor, and the manner in which he 
has gained the love and esteem both of his col- 
leagues and students. Among those present at 
the station were the President of the University, 
Mr. Hamao, and Messrs. Kinoshita, Tomii, 
Ume, and others. 
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KOREAN NEWS. 
pee aeons 

The Korean Independent has a leading article 
from which we extract the following :— 

In Korea the sate of interest is exceedingly 
high, running from five to ten per cent. a month. 
This simply means that many who lend money 
at that rate lose both principal and interest. Now 
notice, Japanese speculators come in here with a 
few hundred dollars and lend it to Koreans on 
security of real estate giving perhaps half the 
market value of the property and often asking 
interest at the crate of fifteen per cent. a month. 
If payment is not made on the day set for its 
payment they of course foreclose or demand an 
enormous bonus, even twice the original sum in 
certain cases. What we would call attention to 
is the fact that they do this absolutely without 
visk for if payment is not made on the instant, 
complaint is made to the Japanese authorities 
and the matter is pushed through. 

Now we are well aware that there is no direct 
remedy for this, but it is a matter that should 
receive serious attention from the Government. 
Some of the finest places in Séul are being thus 
filched from the Koreans and soon we shall see 
Korean merchants driven from the main street of 
the city. We do not consider the Koreans free 
from blame in the matter, They are impro- 
vident, and ten dollars to-day is a great blessing 
even if they have to pay back twenty for it next 
month. The Korean’s necessity is the Japanese 
broker’s opportunity. The only way to handle 
the question is for the Government to make a law 
that no Korean shall moitgage real estate to any 
foreigner. It is the only way to save Sdul from 
their grasp, Let the Korean pawn his furniture 
and clothes and goods of whatever kind, but not 
his house, 

It may be well to note that these remarks apply 
to house property only. There is no question 
of Jand. 

In the same journal of May 12th we read :— 

300 Japanese soldiers arrived in Séul a few days 
ago to relieve the guard who will start for Japan to- 
day. They are 800 in number and have been here 
for two years. . 

Saturday afternoon (May gth) the Japanese re- 
sidents of Chin Ko Kat gave a farewell reception 
to the Japanese army officers and soldiers who are 
leaving. Minister Komura, Consul Uchida, and 
other prominent officials made speeches and the 
Colonel made reply. Atthe end, the whole assem- 
bly gave three cheers for the Emperor of Japan, 


And again we are told that new Russian guards 
arrived in Sul on the 13th of May from the 
Dimitri Donski, to relieve the Admiral Nakhi- 
moff'smen. On the same day Ensign Belknap 
of the U.S. Navy entered the Korean capital at 
the head of 15 Marines from the Vorksown. 


We are told by the Sdul correspondents of 
Tokyo papers that the Korean Government has 
decided to organize ils army on the, Russian 
system, and that a large number of Russian 
officers are to come from Vladivostock by the 
end of June. In other words, Japanese in- 
fluence in military circles is to be eliminated 
and Russian is to become paramount. The 
Military School, where officers were receiving 
education in Japanese style, was temporarily 
closed on the rgth instant. The Aunrenéaé, or 
Korean troops trained by Japanese, are said to 
be receiving more inconsiderate treatment than 
ever, rumour going even so far as to assert that 
the Government has decided to disband them 
before long. 

Min Yong-chun has been pardoned by Royal 
Rescript. Simultaneously with the publication 
of a telegram to that effect in the Tokyo jour- 
nals, they published their latest letters from Korea, 
explaining that the release of the leader of the 
Min faction is due to the machinations of a cer- 
tain section of Korean politicians, who intend to 
drive Li Pém-chin from power, through the in- 
strumentality of the Min. 


Mr. Omiwa, who proceeded to Korea with 
the object of securing a charter for the construc- 
tion of the Sdul-Fusan railway, started from 
Ninsen on his return journey on the 2oth inst. 
Whether he has succeeded or failed in the pur- 
pose of his journey is not clear, but it is said 


that, through the help of the Japanese Represen- |: 


tative, he has secured at least a promise from the 
Korean Government not to give the charter to 
any nationality except the Japanese. 

Another farce has been contrived by the 


Google - 
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ingenious Li Pém-chin to discredit his political 
The Headman of a certain district sub- 
mitted to the Throne a memorial impeaching the 
Minister of War, the Chief of the Police Board, 
and six uther Korean politicians, of whom some 
are now in the Government and some out of it, 
but who were all in office when the tragedy of 
Oct. 8th was enacted. On the presentation of 
the memorial, Li Yung-yong and his brother 
Kwan-yong, two of the most powerful rivals of 


rivals. 


Li Pém-chin, though sitting in the same 
Government, submitted their resignations. The 
King, however, returned the resignations in the 
usual way. Particularly noteworthy was the 
fact that similarly gentle treatment was accorded 
to the impeacher, whereas another Korean who 
impeached the Cabinet Ministers, Li P6m-chin 


included, some time ago, was sentenced to 10 


year's exile. The whole thing must have been 
a farce got up between the King and Li 
Pém.-chin. 

The following two items of news from the 
Séul Jndependent of the 16th instant deserve 
to be placed side by side :— 

A Japanese policeman lost $2.10 and an official 


document on the street. This was made known to 


the Korean Police Department. Yesterday a 


Korean policeman found the man who picked up 
the package and recovered the money, but there 
This was communicat- 
ed to the Japanese police and the owner gave 


The 
diligence of the police and the generosity of the 


was no document with it. 
the money back to the Korean who found it. 


Japanese in this case are both to be commended. 


A wealthy Korean lost his pocket book contain- 
ing $440 on the street in front of one of the silk 
A boy named Yi Chong Ok 
found it, and brought it to the Jndependent a 
The 
owner called at the office yesterday, received the 
money after giving proof of his ownership, and 


stores at Chong No. 


asked that the owner be found if possible. 


the boy was rewarded with sixty cents. 
Various paragraphs in our Korean contem- 


porary of the 16th, rgth, and 21st inst. show 


that affairs in Korea are in a very unsettled 
condition. We collect these paragraphs and 
re-publish them together :— 


Some Su Wun soldiers had an engagement with 
insurgents in Yung Tong Nai, Su Wun, afew 
days ago and succeeded in dispersing them. 
Three of the rebels were captured and put in jail 


at Su Wun. 


The insurgents in Ché Chun were driven out 


by Soul soldiers and went to A San, where they 
met another body of Government troops and a 
sharp engagement ensued. Four of the rebels 
were killed and six captured. 

Capt. Kim Myung Whan reports that insur- 
gents in Hyo Yang and Kim Sung districts now 
number goo and it is impossible to disperse them 
with the force at his command. He has asked 
for teinforcements. 

The Governor of Ham Heung reports that 1,700 
insurgents have established their head-quarters at 
Hak Po Sa, An Pyun. Japanese troops went to 
the place and drove them away and burned the 
village. During the engagement nine of the in- 
surgents were killed and fifty houses were burned. 

Lieut. Yu Sung Won had a fight with 600 in- 
surgents in Yang Chi district. The latter were 
routed completely after a few hours’ sharp engage- 
ment. Three of the insurgents were killed and 
one of the soldiers was wounded. 

The Magistrate of Yong In reports that one 
hundred insurgents broke into the Government 
store-house in that place and carried away guns, 
amounition, and money amounting to $60.00. 
company of Sdul soldiers heard the report, and 
hastening to the place drove them away. 

The Magistrate of Chang Yun reports that eleven 
insurgents were hanged a few days ago in pursu- 
ance of instructions from the Law Department. 

The Governor of Kong Ju reports that sixty in- 
surgents entered the government building in Yang 
Sung, broke open the store-houses and carried 
away twenty-two guns, twenty pounds of powder, 
two thousand five hundred and seventy cartridges 
and one hundred and seventeen dollars in money. 

That is a rather startling record for a space 
of six days—disturbances in no less than eight 
different localities. The incompetence of the 
present Korean Government to preserve peace 
and order in the country could scarcely be more 
flagrant. 


the Chinese. 


It was a happy day for Korea when the Chinese 
merchants and coolies decided that things were 


getting loo hot for them here and “folded theic 










the light of public examination were 


The editor of the Zndependent is not a lover of 
He writes about them thus :— 
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tents like the Arabs and as silently stole away.” 
It is safe to say that Korea never missed them; 
that neither the commercial, social, nor moral in- 
terests of the country suffered a bit Lecause of 
their departure. As merchants they sold silks 
and velvets and clocks to fat-pursed officials 
or else they peddled thread, matches, and pipe 
mouth-pieces on the street, In neither of these 
capacities did they seive any large end or bring 
much good to the country. The coolies who 
came here were objects of loathing to even the 
common Korean coolies because of their filthiness. 
Moreover, they were not needed, for there was 
enough labour here to supply every demand. We 
are sorry to see a tendency on the partof the 
Chinese to come in here, for their coming will have 
the same influence only in less degree, that it did 
in America. He will underbid the Korean labourer 
and drive him to the wall. The reason is evident. 
He will wear clothes, the ordinary Chinese coolie, 
which no Korean would wear even though he had 
to gonaked. For abject and irremediable filth com- 
mend us to the Chinese coolie. He will eat anything 
that any creature will refuse to eat and grow fat 
on absolute garbage. Some people call this eco- 
nomy, frugality, thrift, and commend the Chinese 
for it, but we believe this condition is the result of 
a lapse toward barbarity rather than an evolution 
toward enlightenment. 

But above and beyond every other ‘consider- 
ation we dread to see the Chinese come into 
Korea because of the almost inevitable introduc- 
tion of opium. It is one of the sjgual marks of 
Japan’s real advance that she has stubbornly 
fought every attempt to introduce it into Japan. 
Ordinarily the foreign business men of China 
claim that opium does no harm, but ask one of 
them to employ an opium smoker as a shroff 
or as a confidential agent or in any capacity 
where there is any responsibility to be borne and 
his answer will be so emphatic that you can hear 
it three blocks off. We don’t want to discuss 
the opium question here, but only to exprees the 
hope that in some way it will be possible td pro- 
hibit and successfully prevent the introduction of 
that most seductive of all habits, the smoking of 
opium. That added to all the other hindrances 
and embarrassments would render the rehabilita- 
tion of this nation a well-nigh hopeless task. The 
only way to prevent itis to keep out the Chinese 
coolie, for if he comes the opium will come with 
him in spite of all efforts to the contrary. 

The Séul journal has a good deal to say against 
the present open ports of Korea, Chemulpo, 
Fusan, and Wonsan. Not one of these places 
is within easy reach of the chief producing dis- 
tricts of the peninsula, and not one of them has 
good water communication inland. As to har- 
bours, Fusan and Wonsan are excellent, but 
Chemulpo is miserable. It is urged that the 
north should be opened up by a port near Pyong 
Yang, and the south by a port at Mak Po. A 
joint Korean and Chinese port at the mouth of 
the Yalu is also suggested, especially in view 
of the construction of the Siberian Railway 
through Manchuria. 





THE FAPAN SOCIETY. 
—_——_—_——_—_——_—— 

The Japan Society sit down to the fifth 
annual dinner this evening—Wednesday 27th 
May—in the Whitehall Rooms, Hotel Metro- 
pole. The President of the Society, His Excel- 
lency Mr. T. Kato, Japanese Representative in 
London, takes the chair. We observe that the 
tickets for members are one guinea each and 


A|for guests, ladies or gentlemen, twenty-five 


shillings each, something like 10 yen and 12 
yen. Things are managed more cheaply at this 
side of the water. 

The Council of the Society has decided “to 
hold occasional meetings of a conversational 
character, at which members will have the op- 
portunity of exchanging ideas upon any subject 
of Japanese interest, and to which they can 
bring any objects that they would like to sub- 
mit for the opinion of their fellow members.” 
The first of these meetings was held on the 
22nd of April. The idea seems excellent. oe 
thus 
thrown upon many of our belongings, a good 
many fond delusions would probably be dis- 
sipated. 
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SHIPPING NEWS. 
—_———_—_—_ 

At the end of May 1894. that is, prior to 
the outbreak of the Japan-China war, the re- 
gistered tonnage of the Japanese merchant 
marine stood at 181,819 tons. During the 
war this was enormously increased, and at the 
end of January it stood at 332,253 tons. The 
Navigation Encouragement Law has further 
stimulated the development of Japanese ship- 
ping, and schemes for opening regular services 
to foreign countries have been set afoot either 
by specially established companies or by those 
already in existence. The creation of the 
Toyo Kisen Kwaisha and of the Daito Kisen 
Kaisha, with a view to open new European and 
American services, and the inauguration of a 
European service by the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
—to be followed by services to America and 
Australia—are events of recent record. The 
number of steamers and their tonnage that will 
be required in consequence of the projected 
undertaking are roughly as follow :— 


SAD FATALITY IN THE HARBOUR. 
a Retake ie lence ry 

About g o'clock on Tuesday morning Augus- 
tin Mounel, a French sailor engaged on the 
M.M. steamer Calédonien, fell from a boat which 
he was cleaning, struck the pier, and plunged 
into the water. He seems to have stuck in the 
mud alongside the pier and became firmly en- 
tangled. The man not rising to the surface, 
help was requested from the flagship Bayard 
and a diver was sent below in search. It was 
not till the afternoon, however, that the poor 
fellow’s corpse was recovered. 

The funeral of Augustin. Mounel, the seaman 
who lost his life on Tuesday through falling 
from a boat of the M. M. steamer Calédonten, 
was very largely attended. The pall-bearers 
were six men of the ship’s company, the officers 
of the steamer being the chief mourners. The 
staff of the French Consulate followed, with a 
detachment of seamen from the French men- 
of-war in harbour and over one hundred men 
from the Calédonien. The funeral service was 


this city and State with mercantile statistics of 
Japan, China, and Korea which cannot fail to be of 
value, and inquiries telating to either of these 
countries will be promptly aud honestly replied to. 

In the general policy, the Fapan Herald will be 
frank and feasless. There are no strings to ils 
swaddling garments; and while we do not expect 
the birth of this infant to be proclaimed with a 
flourish of trumpets throughout the land, we do 
hope and believe that the people and press of 
California will be charitable to its faults and indul- 
gent to its weakness; also, that by being con- 
scientious, reliable, and respectable, it will merit 
and receive the respect of the people of California 
and adjoining States. 

So we kick up our heels and shout: for the 
United States, Hurrah! for California, Hip, Hip, 
Hurrah! and for Japan, Nippon Bansai/ Nippon 
Bansas/ 

At present it is a small affair, but it promises to 
develop in proportion to the encouragement it 
receives, and as there are alleged to be ten 
thousand Japanese in the State of California 
alone, the field is sufficiently encouraging. 
Politically speaking, the features of the first issue 





noe Rees 8 steamers v..sve 34.920 tons. Jig hostility to Russia. ‘‘ There are good and/ conducted by the Rev. Father Pettier. Several 
age ee 9,000 tons. [substantial grounds,” the editor thinks, ‘“‘for|wreaths were laid upon the coffin, being sent 
ene caer 90,000 tons. Jihe belief that a collision between Japan and|by the ship’s company of the M.M. steamer 

"Potal 90) icisecsseaciaess sseeeeeeT3Q,920 tons, Russia is as certain to come as the sun is to| Calédonien, the M.M. Company’s office, and 


shine in California.” He also thinks that ‘if 
Russia persists in her endeavours to force a 
combat she will have a gigantic task on her 
hands, for, as a nation, we prefer to suffer death 
rather than live in disgrace.” As for the vigour 
of the new publication, perhaps the best indica- 
tion may be given by quoting a paragraph 
entitled ‘ Wanted his pound of flesh ”:— 

The inhuman brute Bocqueraz, who sought to 
turn a blind and sick woman into the streets of 
Oakland duting a hailstorm because she was 
unable to pay him his rent, would uot be per- 
mitted to live in Japan. He would be considered 
loathsome carrion, a monster far worse than the 
traditional nine-tailed fox, and be avoided as if 
covered with leprous sores. Fortunately for the 
country, there are few in the United States so 
devoid of humanity as this Frenchman. 

While there may be great majesty in the law 
which permits such a vulture to prey upon human 
beings before they are dead, it contains nothing 
calculated to cause the milk of human kindness 
to flow in the breasts of pitiless wretches of the 
Bocqueraz stamp, or to inspire foreigners with 
respect. 


Messrs. Stibolt & Company. 
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When these steamers are acquired by the three 
companies, the registered tonnage of the Japan- 
ese merchant marine will total 472,173 tons. 
As contemplated at present, the new steamers 
will commence to run on the respective lines 
from the next fiscal year, and the subsidies to be 
paid them will be as follow :—The Toyo Kaisha, 
1,038,800 yen; the Daito Kaisha 398,800 yen ; 
the Yusen Kaisha 2,000,000 yen, or, in round 
numbers, a total of about 3,400,020 yen. The 
most important question in this context is whe- 
ther Japanese seamen are sufficiently com- 
petent to suddenly undertake so many foreign 
services. It is argued that the splendid achieve- 
ments of the Japanese transport service during 
the war, when above 200,000 men were safely 
conveyed to and fro between Japan and China, 
and also the success that has attended the Yusen 
Kaisha service to Bombay, are sufficient evi- 
dence of their fitness for thenew task. The Toyo 
and Daito companies have not yet received sanc- 
tion from the Department of Communications, 
but as soon as their establishment is sanctioned 
they will hold a general initiative meeting to dis- 
cuss byelaws and to elect officers. Mr. Asano, of 
the Toyo Steamship Company, will then leave 
for Europe and America on a tour of inspection. 


THE WEATHER. 
——_—_—_—___—_—_—_ — 

The southern portions of Japan have been 
visited by a typhoon which is doubtless account- 
able for the heavy rain that fell in Tokyo and 
Yokohama on Thursday and Friday. We may 
hope that this atmospheric disturbance will 
prove the precursor of more seasonable weather 
than that recently enjoyed! Seldom has 
such a cold, wet, and inclement spring visited 
Japan. The barley crop has suffered severely, 
and the effects upon mulberry trees and tea- 
plants must also have been disastrous. 

The Kobe Chronice referring to the storm 
of Wednesday and Thursday, says:—Little 
damage, so far as we can learn, has been done 
on shore at Kobe, beyond demolishing fences, 
ruining gardens, and breaking off branches of 
trees, but itis to be feared that the standing 
crop of barley, now almost ready for the sickle, 
has been seriously injured by the rain and strong 
wind. The most serious damage done by the 
blow was to the British ship Dundee, 1,998 tons, 
which dragged her moorings and was driven 
ashore about 8 o’clock at Hyogo, and now lies 
broadside on. She had taken an anchorage 
close in to the oil tanks and was discharging a 





fA PANESE WOMEN ABROAD. 


——_—_—___—_—_—- 

The Kokumin publishes some statistics re- 

lative to the numbers and incomes of Japanese 

women who are living a life of shame abroad. 
Among these figures are the following :— _ 








A SECOND “ FAPAN HERALD.” 
—_———_—-—@— 
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want of knowledge is curious, and if they are 
aware of it, they have deliberately invited some 
curious complications. The San Francisco 
SFapan Herald isan illustrated journal in Japa- 
nese and English. 


To-day another literary infant is born into the 
world, and its birtheplace is the great and only 
city of San Francisco. [t is a Japanese infant, 
sinall and at present insignificant, but with lungs 
that promise to be heard in the near future. 

This newly born babe has been christened the 
Fapan Herald, the word Japan denoting nation- 
ality, and Heva/d its mission. In other words, 
it will represent, in the English and Japanese 
languages, the interests of the people of Japan, and 
in so doing, modestly hopes to assist in perpe- 
tualing feelings of friendship between them and 
the citizens of this great republic, in which, 
through the magnanimity of its government, the 
Fapon Herald has been permitted to see the sun 
shine and breathe its healthful atmosphere. 

From time to time the Fapan Herald will 
publish accurate statements of the conditions 
governing trade in Japan, which we trust will in 
some measure counteract the evil influence of 


heavy downfall of rain. The Kobe Rowing 
Club’s boats Hart, Water Li y, and the single 
scull, were smashed by the seas that were conti- 
nually breaking over the steamer and will be 
utterly useless for to-day’s races. The ship sus- 
tained no damage. The Saikéo Maru was de- 
tained at Kobe in consequence of the storm. 
Damage was done to several of the yachts there. 


i EEE 


Total ....scee 1,220 <i 205,600 
Japanese women, continues the Kodumin, are 
found in more or less numbers in Borneo, Java, 
and Canton, but their census cannot be taken. 
These women come mostly from Amakusa, 
Nagasaki, Yamaguchi, and Hiroshima, and 
originally were prostitutes or serving maids in 
restaurantsat home. They are smuggled under 
various ingenious devices on board foreign 
steamers, and generally go first to Hongkong 
where they find agents engaged in this special 
line who are ready to provide them with the 
means of subsistence. They are all required to 
learn English, and after a short stay drift south- 
ward to Singapore, Penang, Australia, and 
India. Generally they act as forerunners for 
Japanese traders: a batch of five or six 
having settled in a port, a Japanese merchant 
soon follows with goods of which they are in 
need. After the merchants come Japanese 
labourers. Consequently, in the majority of 
places in Asia and the South Seas where Japan- 





THE TIENTSIN-PEKIN RAILWAY. 
—_—__-———-—_—_ 

It appears that the successful tenderers for 
the steel rails to be used on the Tientsin-Pekin 
line, were Messrs. Back and Manson. The 
material to be supplied consisted of 7,000 tons 
of rails, 740 tons of fish-plates, 68 tons of bolts 
and 229 tons of spikes. Messrs. Back and 
Manson’s tender was Tis. 409,913, and the 
tender of Messrs. Krupp of Essen was Tis. 
487,626, a difference of no less than Tls. 
77,723. The Chinese Authorities appear to 


reports emanating from irresponsible sources | C8 are settled, the number of women exceeds adhere still to their original intention of carry- 
and from persons not thoroughly familiar with| that of men. Only in Siam do the males out-| ing the line no nearer to Pekin than the bridge 
those conditions. It will furnish the merchants of _ the females by about 10 to 1. just outside Tungchow. 
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THE LATE MRS. G. JAMIESON. 
— 


The North China Daily News says :—' The 
friends and acquaintances of Mr. Jamieson 
crowded the chapel at the cemetery yesterday 
afternoon, when the last rites were paid to the 
late Mrs. George Jamieson, whose death has 
been such a sad shock to thecommunity. The 
number of wreaths and crosses of flowers sent 
by Mrs. Jamieson’s friends was very large, and 
at the graveside, to which the coffin was borne 
by Messrs. J. C. Johnston, L. Kerr, W. C. 
Murray, W.A.C. Platt, J. Scott, J. L. Scott, E. 
P. Wickham, and H.S. Wilkinson, the gathering 
of those whose mourning was heart-felt, was 
unusually large. Mr. George Jamieson, Sir N. 
J. Hannen, and Mr. W. B. Robertson were the 
chief mourners, and there were many ladies 
present. The service was read by the Rev. H. 
C. Hodges, M.A.” 








SOUTH AFRICAN TROUBLES. 


—_—_@—___— 

The South African troubles were the talk of 
the hour in London, according to a telegram 
that appears in the Canadian papers brought by 
Sunday’s mail, and every other subject seems 
to have almost disappeared for the present from 
popular attention. The announcement of the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain, that no commission of enquiry 
into the affairs of the British Chartered South 
African Company would be appointed until 
after Dr. Jameson’s trial—which cannot be pro- 
ceeded with for some time to come as the 
hearing of the case was adjourned on April 
28th until June r1th—and that Cecil Rhodes 
in the meantime is to be allowed to retain his 
position as co-administrator of the Company’s 
territory and as a director of the organisation, 
have caused great disappointment among Eng- 
lishmen and others who are said to have ex- 
perienced a feeling of shame and humiliation 
about the recent developments at Pretoria. Mr. 
Chamberlain remarked, during the course of his 
speech in the House of Commons on May gth, 
in reply toa trenchant attack by Sir William 
Harcourt, that recent events had re-opened the 
whole South African question which had been 
the grave of many reputations. Sir William 
Harcourt, he added, dealt with only one phase 
of the question, His speech was a powerful 
indictment not only of the Chartered Company, 
but of the prisoners at Pretoria and the men 
undergoing trial in England. He (Mr. Cham- 
berlain), could not discusss that part of the 
affair. He could only say be believed that there 
was but one feeling in the House, namely, a 
condemnation of the ‘‘ cryptogram ” policy, and 
this could be obtained without any more discus- 
sion. But many interests were at stake, and 
developments were being anxiously and care- 
fully watched by foreign nations. Under these 
circumstances, and in view also of the situation 
of the prisoners at Pretoria, there were many 
things which it was undesirable to mention at 
present which might be said in the future. The 
speaker added :.—‘ The object of our policy in 
South Africa is to preserve our position as the 
paramount State; secondly, to engender union 
and concord between the two races there. The 
recent raid jeopardised the first and delayed 
the second. The prosperity asd happiness of 
South Africa is dependent upon the realisation 
of the same state of things as we attained in 
Canada where two races less closely allied than 
the English and Dutch, work, fight, and live, 
side by side, in perfect peace and goodwill.” 

Mr. Chamberlain, it is well known, remarks 
a London correspondent, yielded to the pres- 
sure brought to bear upon him by the influen- 
tial, social, and political friends of the Company 
and it seems clearly evident that the Govern- 
ment has decided to shield Rhodes. The 
Spectator, National Observer, and Saturday 
Review, protest against the Government’s lean- 
ing toward the Chartered Company after the 
latter's complicity in the Jameson raid has been 
established beyond the possibility of the faintest 
doubt. The Safurday Review publishes six 
pages devoted to exposing the plot against the 


Transvaal, and as further evidence of the guilt 
of Mr. Cecil Rhodes, declares that President 
Kruger has proofs that Dr. Jameson, under 
Rhodes’ orders, intended to march on Pretoria 
after the capture of Johannesburg and overturn 
the Government. 


— 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


—_——_—_——_@—__——_——_- 

Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
apondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


JAPANESE FOLKLORE. 


To THE EvIToR OF THe “ JAPAN MalL,” 


S1r,—Will you permit me to call your atten- 
tion to the enclosed circular which explains my 
intrusion upon your valuable time. The project 
of conserving the signs, omens, myths, and super- 
stitions of the whole world in one superb encyclo- 
pzedia, seems to be one of peculiar merit, since 
manners, customs, and beliefs are so rapidly dying 
out in all nations and the new is so fast super- 
seding the old. 

We are extremely anxious to make this collec- 
tion complete, and believing you will feel a per- 
sonal pride in having Yokohama and Japan 
properly represented in a work which will re- 
dound to the honour of every couutry on secord,— 
we request you must cordially to co-operate with 
us to the extent of suggesting the name and ad- 
dress of some English speaking person, who would 
in your opinion, take sufficient interest in the 
subject to collect the local signs and superstitions 
of the city or country and forward them to me :— 
their reward being a copy of the complete work, 
accompanied by our sincere thanks. 

Any literary matier bearing on the subject and 
a copy of your publication would doubtless be of 
great value. To you, Sir, we shall do ourselves 
the honour to send a copy as soon as from the 
press. Hoping that our effort to gain the inform. 
ation necessary to finish the volume will not cause 
you too great inconvenience, we are Sir, with 
distinguished consideration, 

Very respectfully yours, 


(Mrs.) CORA LINN DANIELS. 
The Editor. 


Franklin, Mass., U.S. A. Feb. roth, 1896. 


TO THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLE IN ALL PARTS OF 
THE WORLD, CORDIAL GREETING: 

It is with pleasure that we call your attention toa project 
which we believe will at once interest you, and in which we 
hope to find you as broad, able, and thorough as the now 
almost universal language which we are all proud to use 
—the English language, which of itself is a brotherhood, 
drawing men and women from the remotest places of the 
earth into fraternal and kindly association, meet where 


they will. 

We wish to preserve in this, our mutual language, those 
signs, omens, myths, and superstitions which have passed 
current in all countries for centuries, and have their 
origin in religious or nature beliefs far behind the age 
of recorded history, in the very primeval thought of 
pre-historic man. These signs and omens, ranging as 
they do from the very simplest superstition, as that 
“if the cock crows upon the doorstep it is a sign that 
you will have visitors,’’ to the occult ceremonies and 
omens of the secret society of the ancient Essenes, or from 
the well-known fancy that ‘“‘ if your palm itches you will 
soon have money in your hand,” to the Delphic oracles, 
have hitherto been cited in various works on folldore, cus- 
tom, religions, and ceremonies of nations. ‘hese works, 
relating to but one country or one subject, are wholly in- 
adequate to cover the ground. 

Many as may be culled from such books, they are not 
inclusive, and do not in any sense comprehend the number 
possible to be obtained. A firm with whom expense is no 
object have decided to publish an Encyclopedia of Signs 
and Omens, which they intend shall be as full, compre- 
hensive, authentic, and well arranged as can be produced, 
and to that end. for some time, a corps of able workers 
have been giving their time and attention to the subject, 
until, as a result, we have now 14,000 separate signs, 
omens,myths, and superstitions, historical, current,literary, 
and religious, from all parts of the globe; 3,000 of which 
are verified, either by a statement of the country in which 
they are to be found, by what nation or tribe belleved, by 
what author cited, from what book quoted, by what well- 
known person stated, or of whom asserted by historians. 

The subjects of these 14,000 signs and omens range from 
Man, the body, from his head to his feet. Birth, babes 
and children. Marriage, courtship, and lovers Death, 
the corpse, the funeral. The sea, ships, sailors. Vegeta- 
tion, insects, animals, birds. The elements, sun, moon, 
stars. Disease and sickness. ‘The household, from the 
roof-tree to the hearthstone, The weird, including ghosts, 
phantons, shadows elves, gnomes, fairies. Jewels, money, 
and business. Cards, games, and gambling. Occupations; 
and very many other subjects, under all of which are sub- 
heads which include, as one would at first presume, every 
imaginable thing. 

But in the process of carefully editing the various matter 
which has been submitted, it has become apparent that 
the average of signs and omens from any one country or 
any one locality is limited, and the small number obtained 

ives ample promise of many more, which, together with 
ocal or personal or legendary omens and superstitions 
connected with families, buildings, cuins, occupation of the 
peasaatry or less educated classes (who preserve traditions 


Google 


with singular tenacity), and other strange and stirring 
beliefs and fancies, often to be found in the least expected 
places—gives us hope and courage to pursue the work by . 
relying upon the general courtesy, interest, and generosity 
of English-speaking people in foreign lands. 

We theretore request you to aid usin our work by kindly 
forwarding to us even one myth, omen, sign or supersti- 
tion which you may have heard or learned among the people 
or in the locality where this finds you, and beg you to 
realize our gratitude for as many more than one as you 
can possibly collect. 

Aware that it is impossible to forward the postage to 
you, we regret our inability to save you even so slight an 
expense at the outset, but we assure your that upon the 
reception of your communication you name and address 
will be carefully recorded, and when the completed volume 
issues from the press, a copy of the same will be forwarded 
to you free of charge, a fund for that purpose being already 
in bank. We would request you, as far as possible to au- 
thenicate whatever signs or omens you may send us, b 
giving the locality in which it is current, the book in whic 
it is recorded, the person of whom it is told, or some other 
authority of like value. ‘The sign need not be of this gene- 
ration or believed in modern times. It may be a tradition 
lust in the night of age, a myth handed down from mouth 
to mouth, like a tale or bit of folklore. Legends of moun- 
tains, rccks, rivers and all natucal objects are acceptable, 
and those cof saints,martyrs, or of religious relics. Ghosts 
and the aupectarerat in all its forms properly come under 
the general head. 

We would add that there has been a prize offered of a 
very rich and appropriately designed gold medal for the 
greatest number of authentically signs and omens from any 
one country, as for instance, Russia, Portugal, or Denmark. 
In carrying out this design to give the world an encyclo- 
pedia of its superstitions, which, condensed, easily consult- 
ed, properly arranged, and carefully authenticated, will 
conserve in permanent form the racial beliefs, national and 
historical conceptions of life. with all its attendant vicis- 
situdes, we feel that we shall make an addition to the 
literature of science which will be welcomed by every 
student of sociology, history, biology, philosophy, lan- 
guage, ohysiognomy, medicine, religion, and the whole 
source of man’s existence from barbarism to the highest 
civilization, and if you graciously choose to take part in 
this great labour, yours shall be the honor. 

Werefer St to our bankers, Wisconsin National Bank, 
Milwukee, Wis., U.S.A., Capital $1,000,000, for the valjdity 
of our promises. 

Kindly address all communications to the acting editor- 
in-chief, 

(Mrs.) Cora Linn DANIBLs, 
Franklin, Mass., U.S.A. 








THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIETY OF 


FAPAN. 
——_—_ —_ &____—_- 

The annual meeting of the above mentioned 
Society, for the year ending May, 1896, was held 
at the College of Science, Imperial University, 
Tokyo, on Friday 22nd inst., at 4.30 p.m, 


There was a special meeting to consider changes 
of the rules before the annual meeting, Mr. W. 
K. Burton in the chaic. 


The following alterations of and additions to 
the rules of the Society, which had been suggest- 
ed by the Committee at a meeting held in the 
Tokyo Hotel, March 27th, 1896, were passed. 


1.—That the Society’s books open a new account 
on May tst, 1896, and all previous accounts be 
ignored. 


2.—There shall be one Honorary Treasurer and 
one paid treasurer and collector. 


3-—The Committee of the Society is empowered 
to elect as honorary members distinguished photo. 
graphers in all countries of the world. 


4.—That if the Committee are able to carry out 
their intention of having a permanent place of 
meeting for the Society they have the power to raise 
the annual snbsciiption to the amount of 4 yen. 

5.—If after one year from the 1st of May each 
year avy member shall fail (o pay his subscription 
his name shall be struck off the coll of membership. 


6.—The previous cules shall be altered in ac- 
cordance with these propositions. 


5.—Variation. Amendment of rule. 


7.—Every member shall pay an entrance fee of 
one yes and au annual subscription of two yer in 
advance. Nou-payment of either within one year 
from the date at which it is due shall be considered 
equivalent to resignation unless otherwise decided 
by the committee. 

This finished the special meeting and the annual 
meeting began. Dr. E. Divers, F.R.S., took the 
chair, but Viscount Enomoto arriving soon after 
the beginning of the meeting, Dr. Divers vacated 
the chair in favour of the President of the Society. 

Sic Ernest Satow, proposed by Mr. W. K. 
Burton, seconded by Mr. A. J. Hare, and Mr. 
Angus Macdonald, proposed by Mr. A. J. Hare, 
seconded by Mr. W. K. Burton, were unanimously 
elected members of the Society. 

The Secretaries being called on for their report, 
the following was read :— 

During the past year the society has been ina 
transition state, and has suffered to a certain exe 
tent in consequence. Though we have had few 
meetings and only one field day, there has proe 
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bably been no year when the individual members 
have been more active than during the present 
one. Some of our members have cartied on 
investigations and produced results which deserve 
a wide publication. The vital question whether 
we shall have a home of our own, after having 
been referred to a competent committee, seems 
now to be verging towards an affirmative conclu- 
sion, and should the plans, which are already 

anticipated, be carried out, we are in a way to 
' increase even our old reputation. 


We are, as it seems, to advance during the 
present year and coming years by strictly uniting 
our forces and moving onwards towards better 
results. 


The Treasurers were then called on for their re- 
port. Mr. A. J. Hare explained that, in the ab- 
sence of his colleague in the Treasurership, Me. S. 
Kajima Jun, who was travelling in Europe, it was 
not possible to make out a balance sheet. He ex- 
plained, however, in general terms the financial 
condition of the Society. Although all the expenses 
of the past year came out of money collected by 
him (Mr. A. J. Hare) as foreign treasurer, 
he had still a balance of cash in the bank of 
$94.04, and this though he had to confess to 
remissness in collecting subsctiptions, The 
balance in the hands of Mr. Kajima at the end of 
thelast financial year had been $235.455, and must 
be more now as it had not been drawn on at all. 

The officers of the Society then resigned. 

It was duly proposed, seconded and carried that 
apart from the treasurer—the treasurership being 
modiffed on account of alteration of rules—the 
officers should all be re-elected. 

It having been announced that Sir Ernest Satow 
would be willing to act as Vice-President if 
elected, he was duly proposed, seconded, and un. 
animously elected a Vice-President of the Society. 

The question of the treasurership then came up, 
and Mr. A. J. Hare, after making some objections 
agreed to take the post if elected. He was duly 
proposed, seconded, and unanimously elected. 

In accordance with instructions from the Chair- 
man, the following document, a copy of which 
will be sent to each member of the Society was 
read :— 


PRopoSgD PERMANENT QUARTERS FOR THB 
PHOTOGRAPHIC SOCIBTY OF JAPAN. 


During the last few years the practice of photo- 
graphy has very greatly increased in this country. 
The amateur class may be said to have come itto 
existence as an actual body, and itis coming to be 
recognized that, in the hands of those who have 
the necessary taste and aristic knowledge, photo- 
graphy is more than a science and a craft; itis a 
fine art. 

The greatest difficulty there has been to contend 
against, up to the present time, has cisen fromthe 
want of means of readily acquiring the necessary 
technical knowledge and of having access to pub- 
lications describing the latest processes, appliances, 
etc. 

The Photographic Society of Japan has filled this 
want so far as possible since the beginning of its 
existence, but it has been sadly handicapped for 
want of any permanent quarters. Large numbers 
of periodicals aud books are received by the So- 
ciety and many samples of goods, and useful 
pieces of apparatus, but there is no place in which 
these can be deposited so as to be available to 
inembers. In both Europe and America, there 
are Photographic Societies having permanent 
quarters. Some of these societies are purely for 
artistic and scientific purposes, others combine 
the social element with these, and are of the 
nature of clubs. 

The Committee of the Photograplric Society of 
Japan considers that the time has now come when 
the Society should establish itself in permanent 
quarters, which shall include dark rooms, enlarg- 
ing rooms, meeting room, and reading room. In 
the last mentioned, there will be deposited the 
leading photographic periodicals of Europe and 
America, and the beginning of a Photographic 
Library which will, it is hoped, in time become 
existensive. 

The committee instructed Mr, Isawa to prepare 
a design for such a building, and a copy of the 
design is appended.* 

Weare sure that all members will be alive to the 
great increase of the usefulness of the Society that 
will result from the possession of the proposed per- 
manent quarters, and I trust that the Committee 
may rely on you for your support and cdoperation. 

Another proposal of the Committee is to ask a 
few of the most eminent photographers in different 
foreign countries to become Honorary Members, 
as it is believered that the membership of such will 
better the standing and enhance the reputation of 
the Society. 





* This will accompany the circular when sent to the Mem- 
bers by post. 


The Committee will be glad to receive from you 
any suggestions or expressions of opinion on this 


proposal. 
A. Woop, 
W. K. Burton, 
By order of the Committee. 


There were exhibited during the meeting, by 
Dr. A. Wood, a very fine enlargement of a laugh- 
ing girl taken whilst wading at Shiwo sh, the 
shell-fishing carnival that takes place at Shina- 
gawa every spring; by Mr. T. Konishi, a casket 
Containing a variety of lenses by Goerz; and 
by Mr. W. K. Burton, a stereoscopic view of 
the lower end of the ice-cave at Shoji, taken, 
along with Dr. Wood, by magnesium gis The 
negatives had been made in two hand cameras 
placed side by side, the lenses being of different 
type and different focal length, but positive trans. 
parencies of the same, and the proper stereo- 
scopic size, had been produced and the effect was 
quite good. The prismatic effect of the magne- 
sium light internally reflected and refracted was 
particularly well rendered, because the stercoscope 
being a cheap one had lenses not coirected for 
chromatic aberation, 


The business part of the meeting having ended, 
the members aud visitors moved into the large 
hall of the College, when Professor K. Yamakawa 
Ph.B., Director of the College, gave a lecture on, 
and demonstration of, the work of the Roentgen 
“X Rays.” In spite of the vilest of weather, the 
attendance was good. The demonstration went 
off with perfect success and was of extreme in- 
terest. The lecture included a description of 
otiginal investigations by Professor Yamakawa, 
concerning reflection and refraction of “X 
Rays.” A description of the experiments and an 
abstract of the lecture will be given in these 
columns in a few days. 


After the lecture, the greater number of those 
present went to the Uyeno Seyoken, where they 
dined together, spending a very enjoyable evening. 


CRICKET. 
-——_— 
THE CAPTAIN V. THK HON. SEC. 

After being postponed on account of rain, the 
Club found a day upon which to play the open- 
ng match of the season, though the forenoon 
ou Monday was cloudy and threatening, and a 
shower fell at about the time for pitching the 
wickets. The Captain’s team wentin first, and 
finished with a total of 130, the principal scorer 
being Mr. A. Kingdom, who made 36. The Hon. 
Sec’s. eleven were got out for 80 runs, which gave 
the victory tothe Captain’s team by 50, the principal 
scorers being Messrs. Brown (23), and Murtay 
(29), the latter not out. The following are the 
SCOles :—= 

Carrain’s Evaven, 
Mr. Jones, c. Crawford, b. 

Johnson —., seen ane 
Mr. Bugbird, c. sub., b. 

Murra soe eae 
Mr. Duff, c.and b. Murray xz 
Mr. Walford, c. and b. 

Johnson... sae nue ee 3 
Mr. Ross, b. Johnson _... 
Mr. Watt, c. Crawford, b. 

Johnson .., i, Seed Caet 
Mr. A, Kingdon, st. Dickin- 

son, b. Porch ... 1... oe 
Mr. Lohmann, not out... § 
Mr. Morriss, b. Johnson .., 
Mr. Smith, c. sub., b. Porch 

b. za, l.b. 8 


Tut Hon. Sec.’s Eveven. 


Mr. Tyng, b. Ross... ... 
Mr. Dickinson, b. Jones ... 
Mr. Brown, sti Duff, b. 
ROSS cen cee ee ee 
Mr. Johnson, b. Jones... 
Mr. Crawford, b. Ross... 
Mr. Cocksedge, c. and b. 
ROSS... se cee cee ee 
Mr. Murray, notout... ... 
7|Mr. Gillett, st. Duff, b. 
JOmeB ... see cee cee ave 
Mr. Porch, c. and b. Jones. 

Mr. Chappell... ... os 
The Momban, st. Duff, 
Jones 1... se cee cee 
74 oee 


eo . 
Ane VO 


low Bu 


° b. 
37 eee 

1g 
130 
BowLina 
w. Be 
3} Mr, Ace vee 82 
2} Mr. Ross... ... 60 
5 


Plan 


ANatysis. 


R. 
33 


14 


Be 
Mr. Moarray .,.,%00 
Mr. Porch _,.. 82 
Mr. gonneon owe $5 
Mr. Brown, 20 


Llu 
lau? 


a 
- Mr. Bugbird .., 2: 





YOKOHAMA VERSUS THE FLEBT. 


Delightful early summer weather favoured the 
cricket match played on Wednesday by teams re- 
presenting the Y.C. & A.C. and The Fleet— 
H.M.S. Centurton, Edgar, Pigmy, aud Alacrity 
all sending men. There was but a poor attendance 
of spectators duting the day. The Fleet, winning 
the toss, went in to bat first, but were all disposed 
of before tiffin for 66 runs, of which total Lieut. 
Shelford contributed 20 and Dr. Pead 10. Mur- 
tay took 6 wickets for 36 runs, his deliveries being 
very unplayable; and Lias took 4 wickets for 15 
runs. Yokohama had knocked up ten runs before 
the adjournment for tiffin, Crawford and Dickin- 
son being the batsmenin. After resuming, Craw- 
ford made a short stay, being dismissed by a 
“yorker” from Horne, after compiling 13. 
Dickinson remained in very much longer, and 
was not sent back to the Pavilion until he 
had knotched 55, the top score of the match. 
His score included 5 fours, 6 threes, and 3 twos. 


Google 


The next highest scores were made by Bugbird 
and Murray, 27 each. YWokohama’s innings closed 
for 157. The bowling of the visitors was weak, 
no less than seven men assaying the task during 
the afternoon. The Fleet in their second innings 
made 123—a much better showing than their 
morning’s performance—and their last wicket fell 
at 6 0’clock, just as time was about to be called. 
Scores :— 


Tar Navy. 


Z8T INNINGS. SND INNINGS, 


Dr. Pead,b. Lias ... .. «20 b.Lias .., wor 34 
Com. Keary, b. Murray ... a. § 0b. Morriss jan woe BY 
Mr. Ryan, b. Murray __... .. © C, Morris,b.Lias  ... 0 
Mr. Blount, c. Crawford, b. Mure 
ray eee eee ace 8 b. Walford ove eee 6 
Lt. Kennedy, b. Lias eee we §@ «2b Walford ies . 8 
Lt. Shelford, c. Morriss, b. Mur- 
ray sco eee «. 20 b. Walford -_ re | 
Mr. Stevens, b. Lias aes «. § c. Duff, b. Walford ... 19 
Lt. Dent, b. Lias .., as «. 9 c.Dickinson,b. Murray o 
Mr. Skelton, not out oes «» 6 c. Crawford, b. Lias ... 23 
Mr. Horne, c. Duff, b. Murray ... 7 c. Duff, b. Murray... 2 
Lt, Olivey, b. Murray _... -» @ notonut ... sia we «OS 
b. 3» lb. By Wed acc oe J b. 3%, W.f ose 12 
66 223 


Bow.ino ANatysis. 


Z8T INNINGS. aND INNINGS. 


Pare . R, M. ™ wD. 4 R. M. W. WD. 
r.G.C. Murray... ry z 55 2 
Mr. R.C.K. Johnson..1§ 6 — — x ; 
Mr F, J. Lias ... $0 35 3 4 = =§© $0 g § 
Mr. E. R. Morriss—... 3% 428 
Mr. A. B. Walford... 48 19 = 4 
Mr, Cc. M. Duft vee eee 15 4 20 I 
Yorouama. 
Mr. K. F. Crawford, b. Horne sae ia wee 33 
Mr. HR. V. Dickinson, b. Stevens __... ase ove 58 
Mr. C. M. Duff, c. Blount, b. Horne... eee ‘ 6 
Mr. F. H. Bugbird, c. Dent, b. Blount : 27 
Mr. A. B. Walford, c. Ryan, b. Stevens... ° 
Mr. E. R. Morriss, c. Ryan, b. Shelford... 7 
Mr. R.C. K. Johnson, b. Stevens... sei 3 
Mr. G. C Murray, c. Kennedy, b. Shelford... aes 27 
Mr. A. Kingdon, c. Keary, b, Shelford __,.., on 8 
Mr. FE. J. Lias, b. Skelton ie ean See oes 4 
Mr. E. J. Libeaud, not out __... ove <0 ° 
’ 7 ove see eee oes ous ooo ) 7 
I 
Bow tnG ANALYsis. i 
nee Be R. M. w. 
tf e€ or oes eee oon zo 
Mr. Horne... sas see - 8s a ; 
Mr. Ryan... ove ane oo 2s 16 z _ 
Mr. Olivey 1.000 un rr | ee a a 
Mr. Stevens... ose oo eee 35 Pg} 4 3 
Mr. Blount ... eee . nae 35 10 2 z 
Mr. Skelton eco one eee eee 9 33 —_— z 


H.M.S. ' BDGAR’’ V. H.M.S. ** CENTURION.” 


A match was played on the Cricket-ground on 
Thursday afternoon between teams from H.M.S. 
Centurion and H.M.S. Edgar. The Flagsuip was 
beaten by the cruiser by eight wickets after an 
enjoyable game. The scoring was not very high 
on either side. Score :— 

H.M.S. “ EDGAR.” 


IST INNINGS. QND INNINGS, 
Mr. Attwood, c. Ward, b. Jones... r notout.... ese re 


Mr. Furnivall, b. Jones... 20 notout .., toe we I 

Mr. Skinner, b. Ward eae oe 3 

Mr. Cree, b. Ward ... eee 25 I.b.w. b. Ward ... we. O 

Mr. Hodges, c. Jones b. Ward ...25 c. Ward, b, Jones ... 6 

Mr. Drennan, b. Jones _.. +. O 

Mr. Mair, c. Leaney, b, Ward ... 4 

Mr. Bovell, c. Gibbs, b. Jones ... 3 

Mc. Bevan, run out... ia oe 2 

Mr. Addis, b. Jones... ive oe O 

Mr, Lambert, not out ies 1 O Bix ove soe we 
60 x0 


H.M.S. “ CBNTURION.” 
18ST INNINGS. QND INNINGS, 
Mr Gibbs, run out, b. Drennan... c. Bevan, b. Furnivall... 0 
Mr. Atkins, c. Hodges, b. Att- 
od _ c. Addis, b. Furnivall... o 


4 

wo eee eee eee 32 

Mr, Leany, b. Attwood... +. © c.and b. Drennan... ... 0 
Mr, Lambet, b. Attwood ... +. 3. b. Attwood az os 3 
Mr; Tovey, b. Attwood, b. Dren- 

nan... ss See +F we & C. Hodges, b. Furnivall..19 
Mr, Alexander, run out, b. Dren- 


nan... eos FA vee +. & Ce. Bevan, b. Attwood ... x 
Mr. Jones, b. Attwood _..,, «. § notout .., ove ace 
Mr. Ward, run out, b. Attwood .,. 3. b. Drennan ee O 


b. Drennan 


Mr. Janes, c. Mair, b. Drennan .,. 4 aS oe 8 
c. Furnivall, b. Attwood. g 


Mr. Bovell, c. and b; Drennan ... 0 





Mr. Rogers, not out we = ane 9 «Ce Creezb. Drennan... 2 
24 45 
BASEBALL. 
——_——___——- 


A baseball team of the Y.A. & A.C. were badly 
beaten on Saturday by a nine from the Tokyo 
Higher School, being out-manceuveed at all points 
of the game as a glance at the score will show. 
Mc. Geo. Rice was scorer. 


Toxyvo Hicurr Scwoot. Y.C. & A.C. 
Pos, Runs. Outs. Pos. Runs. Outs 
Thara scene BeBe vee Hoe 2 Smith 2, oe GB. Ore F 
Murata... ...39 Be. $e § {Ginn 4, 1. ReFooe Kune 
Miyaguchi ...2 3B... 3... @ | Bilis 4c, 10 Ce cee Eevee 2 
Vomimaga oso UePe vce See 8 fF Abed ace ee BeBe ove Fase 2 
Aoi eee eee eve P. eee ° eee $ Tilden eee ene z B. eve £ eee x 
Fujimo ... Ce. we ET iee § | Schweyer .. Pe we On 6 
Inouye ... 10 3 Be we 4 coo 8 | Crawford  .,, Lee wee Ove 2 
Kamimura ... RF... ce O | Hunt oo. cue CPs are One F§ 
Moriwaki  ... CoP. ee $ eee 3 | LYONS 4... cee DBe eee Ove § 
Total see | fee ace 39 eee 34 Total eee eee see 4 eee 37 
INNINGS, 
133486789 

Tokyo Higher School .. ..2 4972 $5 2% 6320 29 
Y¥.C.& A.C... wn ore ee ee 9 090000200 4 
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YOKOHAMA SPRING REGATTA. 
a 

The Yokohama Spring Regatta commenced on 
Saturday in glorious weather, After the dismal 
winds and rains of the past few weeks it was 
doubly invigorating to see the sun again and to 
bask in its rays with but the gentlest of zephyrs 
agitating the air. Indeed, frpm a spectator’s point 
of view the day was ideal, there being but the 
slightest of ripples on the water, just sufficient to 
lend animation to the seascape: while even com- 
petitiors could not grumble, the starts being so 
easily arranged, Naturally there was a very 
large attendance, and the spacious verandah of 
the Boathouse was gay with pretty costumes and 
bright faces from an early hour. The Town Band 
discoursed music the while, and as the afternoon 
advanced several very enjoyable dances took 
place. The racing started with the Junior Pairs, 
which wasa close thing from start to finish, the 
winners, Stephens and Carst, having little to spare 
at the end. The Interport Fours fell to Yoko- 
hama=though but a bare half-length separated 
the boats at the finishewafter a very fast race, 
7m. 17secs. for the mile. Kobe tad the handi- 
cap of an entirely strange boat, while some of the 
crew had barely recovered from the insidious 
tavages of mal de mer. Yokohama, however, de- 
serve every praise for their victory. Mottu prac- 
tically rose from a sick bed to stroke the boat, 
and his pluck deserves full recognition. It was 
really a pleasure to watch the perfection of swing 
and stroke that the local men displayed in this, 
the race of the day. Owing to the Kobe boat 
having been smashed on the voyage up the Inter- 
port Sculls had to be postponed. The Club Fours 
were won by Goddard’s crew after a good con- 
test. The Senior Double Sculls fell to Bent 
aud -Hood, who had an easy victory. The prize 
for this event was the Ladies’ Purse, and during 
an interval Miss Gladys Moss gracefully pre- 
sented the trophy, a dainty souvenir in sill, 
worked in the Club colours of scarlet and black. 
Mr, Bent made a suitable reply to the fair donor’s 
good wishes, and in return presented her with 
a beautiful bouquet. The Alphabetical Fours 
aroused a good deal of interest, the finish being 
close. Two races for men-of.war’s boats took 
place during the afternoon, the Edgar contribut- 
ing one winning crew, the Alacrity the other, 
The officials were, Mr. J. T. Boag, Captain; Mr. 
H. R. Mair, Secretary; Mr. H. C. Litchfield, 
Judge; Mr. W. Sutter, Starter and Umpire; and 
Mr. H. Tennant, Timekeeper. Details :— 


Junior Parrs.—{ Mile. 


‘© MALLARD.” Ib. 


Bow. J. J. M. Carst acsesagneucepevessl Od. 
Stroke. M. E. Stephens aciectecensvesscasd GO I 
Cox. W. W. Campbell ....0cceeseeee0133 

‘“ WIDGRON.” Ib. 

Bow. H. E. Hayward...sscsessessoeveel 35 
Stroke. C. V. Schmidt ovccccccsscesccsesd 35 2 

Cox. W. Goddard side usavearccaneasl ao 


The boats got off at an even start, Stephens 
setting if anything the longer stroke. At the 
Pacific Mail Wharf the Mallard had about the 
length of her nose to the good: then both boats 
quickened and the race down the Buod was keen. 
Stephens’ managed to improve upon his advantage 
and eventually won by about a length. Time, 
6m, 42 secs. 

InTERPORT Fours.—1 Mile. 


Y. A. R. C. ** PREWIT.”’ Ib. 
Bow. H. S. Goddard pigdeveneuremce4 aS 1 
2. G. C. Allcock... svescecccsccssevss lL GQ 


3; M. Schellenberg ....sssceceevee ZOO PI 
Stroke. A. L. Mottu sceccscesnesescensces lh GO 
Cox. W. W. Campbell .....c.ces00000133 


K. R. AND A. C. *f PETRBL.” Ib. 


Bow. W. W. G. Ross v.cscossecseseveeeZ5O 
2. W.. Rete cecsciscsseressscccsoescese 60 
3. L. Himbeck ....ccsccssevevsereee E53 p2 
Stroke. P. Sorhagen ...sccsssseseseeseeee 5K 
Cox. F. Perrin Cooper ....ccseceeee003 30 


Notwithstanding his recent attack of fever, 
Mottu decided to row and thus took his place in 
the Yokohama boat as stroke, though all arrange- 
ments had been made to send out a different crew. 
The Kobe men, of course, had scarcely had time 
to recover from their boisterous voyage up from 
the South, while they had the additional disad- 
vantage of using a strange boat. Sutter got the 
boats off toa capital start, Yokohama securing a 
slight lead in the first few strokes. Mottu started 
at 38, but soon dropped to 36, and half-way down 
to 34. 
ing evidence of careful training. Kobe had a 
slower stroke and pulled rather raggedly, while 
their steering was very erratic. At the Pacific 
Mail Wharf, Yokohama was leading by about a 


this point Kobe quickened slightly and drew more 
than level. Entering the harbour both boats 
spurted, Kobe first and later Yokohama, and a 
splendid struggle resulted all down the Bund. 
But Yokohama was not to be denied, and they 
landed their boat home with a quarter of a length 
tothe good. Time, 7m. 17 secs. 


Men-or-WarR CuTtTEerRs.—2 Miles. 


(10 AND 12 OARS). 

H.M.S. Edgar’s...ses000012 oared Cutter... 1 

H.M.S. Alacrity’s .........10 oared Cutter,,, 2 

H.M.S, Swift's .....0000..10 oared Cutter... 3 

The boats started off, amid rousing cheers, 
upon theic long journey, the course being out 
round the Breakwater, in to the harbour through 
the Lightships, round H.M.S. Swift, finishing at 
Boat House. The Zdgar’s big Cutter led the pro- 
cession round and won by 38 seconds from the 
Alacrity’s boat, to whom they allowed 30 seconds 


handicap. Time, 20m. 41 secs. 
Crus Fours.—1 Mile. 
** DARTER.”” Ib. 
Bow. C. V. Schmidt dadatavenvestntaS.t 
2. H. E. Hayward cocccccesccesecsee lh 35 
3° A. Krayer Svvibpicdebasveseseciet do I 
Stroke, W. Goddard cicccccccsseccesceeee E26 
Cox: K. Wilson ...ccccccccreevseevecnee EE 2 J 
“* SWAN.’’ Ib. 
Bow. A. L. Bou ffier error oo 
2. Bee RGSS scvenisatisecindacteveranes t40 
2. W.. S. Young ....cccccsscseeseevenL§0 - 
Stroke. G. Hood. ...... Saseuavect SS 


Cox. W. W. Campbell ...... csc006133 


Hood set off with a tremendously quick stroke, 
39 against Goddard's 34. Within the first two 
hundred yards he dropped to 36, and then to 34; 
Goddard still maintaining his, with an easy swing. 
At the P. M, Wharf, Goddard was leading by 
about a length. Entering the harbour Hood 
spurted and reduced the lead somewhat, but the 
leaders were not to be collared, and they won by 
about half a length. Time, 8m. 6 secs. 


Senior Douscte Scutts. (Ladies’ Purse.) 3 
ile. 


‘*PBARL.”’ Ib. 
Bow. G. Ho0d wisss cesecrrreseereeeerreeT 53 fy 
Stroke. P. S. Bent PPTTTTTTITITILIT ITT t ey 

“TERN.” Ib. 
Bow. H. S. Goddard .ecscccecceseee 000235 a 
Stroke. M. Schellenberg  ....cccecseeee 160 


Bent and Hood got the best of the start and were 
never approached ; in fact, after entering the har- 
bour Schellenberg and Goddard—who had both 
been punished severely in previous racesepracti- 
cally gave up. Time, 6m. 20 secs. 

Men-or-War Gics.—2 Miles. 
(4 OARS.) 

H.M.S. Alacrity, Gig Becoceereceseseccaenseegassee I 

H.M:.S. Pigmy, Gig eeoecessese eee vesteseooeseeeseees 2 

H.M.S. Pigmy, Gig @ceeeceseseeesseeseesseeseseegeee 3 

The Alacrity men led away from the start and 
won by the length of a street; a close race be- 
tween second and third. Time, 80m. 3 secs. 

ALPHABETICAL Fours.—} Mile. 
M.*R.=='* DARTER.” Ib. 
Bow. P. C. Potts seceviiuacseveisarloo 
2. J. B. Rentiers crcveccccccnccserel 53 


3. c; K. M.-Martin sedeaseeasvevesl 09 +1 
Stroke, H.R. Mac  vccccccscssctecseeeeel 35 
Cox. D. MacLaret......cccsersceseeereI 35 
G--L.—="" SWAN.” Ib. 
Bow. H.S. Goddard .....cssseeeseeeeel 35 ) 


2. W.. Goddard vovcscrcsseesereeeses 20 | 


3° F, Kluss cee vedecsccccsevcnevescseses lL GO b2 
Stroke. F. 4. Hall PPYETTTTTETITTT TTT TET | 
Cox. . H. Y. Irwine sdeshaisaucsanranine (OOD 
A.-F.—"* PRLICAN.” 1b. 
Bow. R. Bohilke SSicsiucyidertaancnsAS | 
2. Ju Je Mi, Cast crccccescecccensnslO§ | 
Ke Py Se Bent isivscievevasveiscsnaesl@7 23 
Stroke. W. W. Campbell .......c0000000133 
Cox. W. CBC ase cic cur usinokeesstaasuars go 
' S.-Z.—" SBA MEW.” Ib. 
Bow. K. Wilson sivedédewavecisarsexets Aka } 
2. M. E. Stephens ...cecseevesseeeee QO | 
3. W. S. Young ..csecscccosseereereel5O 4 
Stroke. M. Schellenberg — ......ss+s0+0+0160 
Cox. B.S. Sale ceccocsrccrscccccececeesl3O 


The boats were sent off at a splendid start, but 
Mair obtained a slightlead in the first hundred 
yards, closely followed by Hall. Schellenberg’s 
boat, on the outside position, forced the rest in, 
aud at one time it seemed as if a foul must occur, 


His crew pulled splendidly together, show-| The winners came in with three-quarters of a 


length to the good, half a length between second 
and third. Time, 4m. 30 secs. 


ee 


The second day’s racing in the Spring Regatta 


length and had plenty of life in their boat. At'of the Y.A.R.C., was far less pleasant in regard 


Google 


to weather than the first. On Monday the skies 
were leaden, with threatening rain, while the wind 
came first from the S.W., and then W., and next 
off shore. The water outside the tarbour was 
very rough and interfered sadly with all the races, 
hardly a boat getting through without some seas 
coming aboard. ‘The attendance again was very 
good, despite the counter attraction of a reception 
on board H.M.S. Centurion, Admiral Boller’s 
flagship: the Town Band was in attendance and 
played a lively selection of danceand other music. 
The racing, as on Saturday, was not devoid of 
stirring interest, the Junior Fours in particular 
being a close finish, while Yokohama won all the 
Interportevents. Atthe close, Mrs. W. Y. Showler 
distributed the prizes, accompanying each with 
some graceful and appropriate remarks. Details:— 


INTERPORT Pairs.—1 Mile. 


Y.A.R.C. ** WIDGEBON.” Ib. 


Bow. H. Ss. Goddard PPPTTTTTTITITT TTT ie oh) 
Stroke. A. L. Mottu vena 
Coxe As Hy Lay cissansccsseccaceccstcss LO 

K. R.AND A.C. ‘' MALLARD.” Ib. 

Bow. L. Himmbeck  ..ccsccccescvsceeeee04 53 
Stroke. P. Sorhagen eorararagt be 

Cox. Di McLaren) ...ccc-cscceccvceeeeel 35 


A heavy sea was running down at the mile 
stacting-flag and the boats took several rollers 
aboard ere getting off, Mottu started at 4o to the 
minute, Kobe at 34. Within the first quarter of 
a mile Kobe had quickened to 36, while Yoko- 
hama slowed down to the same number ; both boats 
still keeping faicly level. The rough water made 
good rowing difficult, while the current bothered 
the coxswains ; the Yokohama cox. in particular 
steering erratically. At the P. M. Wharf, Woko- 
hama had a slight lead, and being on the outside 
position got into compatatively smooth water first 
after passing the Breakwater, Kobe here quicken- 
ed to 38, but the task was more than they could 
accomplish, and when the gun fired their boat was 
alengthandahalftothe bad. Time, gm. 47% secs. 

Junior Fours.—j mile. 
GREEW BOAT. Ib. 


Bow. B. Mason dceusastecvusnseeseeei laa) 
2. H. E. Hayward vicsecceeseeeee E35 | 


3. L. Salabelle .....cccsscseceeesess183 PI 
Stroke. M. E. Stepheis,....ccccossccssseel 30 | 
Cox. Au Hi. Lay cccsscsscivcss sccvereseBl OJ 
BLACK BOAT. Ib. 
Bow. S. Kuhn syepasikeasiaignesivennd a0.) 


2. H. E. Allcock .cccccceseceveneee8 38 | 


2: J. B. Rentiers c.c.cccscssereenee 153 22 
Stroke. C. V. Schmidt PPOOTTETITTT ETT ITD 
Cox. W. W. Camphell....ccsccseseo0l33 
RED BOAT. Ib. 
Bow. B. G. Washington ,..seccoosessee E24 
2. W. G. Littlejohus,........001 3K 
3. C. ‘T. Hardy c.ccccccscsecseceeseel 58 23 
Stroke. J. R. Doddington ........0.06+06143 | 
Cox. G. Mackworth ....cccocscssccceK IT 
BLUE BOAT. Ib. 
Bow. A. L. Bouffier  ...ccccsssseveeveeTI2 ) 
2. Cy Manel: ccvivccssssevecsevcaasie KS! 
ce E. Bergersen siccscscscssesseeeel 55 24 
Stroke. J. J. M. Carst ...cccsccscecevene 164 
Cox. D. McLaretr ....ccccccsssseessee0l 35 


Green led away, with Black in close attend- 
ance; Blue and Red were slow in getting off. 
Nearing the P. M. Wharf, Black had drawn level 
with Green, and Red—composed of Midshipmen 
from H.M.S. Edgay—had pulled up. The form of 
the middies was the prettiest of the four boats, but 
the delay in their start handicapped them con- 
siderably, though once in the smooth water they 
began to pull their opponents’ down. Black and 
Green made a splendid race of itup the Bund, 
and the latter won by barely a nose. Time, 5m. 
58 3 secs. 

Men-or-WarR.—2 Miles. 
WHALERS AND GIGS (5 AND 6 OARS). 


H.M.S. Alacrity 5-0a0 vicsscsssvecsseceeeee E 
H.M.S. Alacrity 6-088 ....scessceseeesseees 2 
Six boats started, H.M.S. Centurion sending two 
5-oar and one 6-oar ; the Alacrsty one six-oar, and 
one five-oar; and the Pigmy one five-oar. The 
race was a succession of fouls all round the course, 
but the contest was full of fun for the onlookers. 
The winners rowed splendidly throughout. Time, 
22m, 544 secs. 


IntsrRporT Dovusie ScuLis.—1 Mile. 
Y.A.R.C. “ PEARL.” Ib. 


' Bow. M. Schellenberg EE | : 
Stroke. P. S. Bent cocccccvescccccccsscesevl sd 
K.R. AND A.C. *' TBRN.” Ib. 

Bow. W. Richardson sanacceereaet ta m 
Stroke. P. Sorhagen c..csesccsccsveceeeee ISI 


Yokohama led from the start. Kobe was 
gteatly hampered by the rough sea, and after 
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entering the harbour practically gave up. Time, 


8m. 36% secs. 
Junior Dousie Scucits.—# Mile. 


“* REBVB.”’ Ib. 
Bow. H. E. Hayward v.csccceseeeeee I 35 
Stroke, Cc. V. Schinidt socvccvecsccseseeel 35 : 

** RUFF.” Ib. 
Bow. M. E. Stephens ......scsseeeeeeee1 36 


Stroke. J. J. M. Carst v.ccccccesesseeees¥O4 § 7 


Again a good start, but an accident happening 
in Carst’s boatewa stretcher breaking—put them 
out of it, although up to that time they were lead- 
ing. Time, 7m. 3x5 secs. 


MeEn-oF-waR CuTtTers.—2 Miles. 
(10 AND I2 OARS.) 
H.M.S. Edgar’s Marines, 12-0ar_ ,..... 1 
H.M.S. Edgar's Stokers, to-oars ...... 2 


Two boats started, a ro-oar with stokers from 
H.M.S. Edgar, and a 12-oar with marines from 
the same vessel. The marines rowed a ratiling 
race, and won easily. 


Cuampron Pairs (Kirin Cup.).—% Mile. 
*¢ MALLARD.” 


Bow. H. S. Goddard cing 
Stroke, A. Li Mottu cicsccsscsesscecesees EGO pI 
Cox. W. Carst.rcrccrccccsssssssseseees QO 

“ WIDGEON.” Ib. 
Bow. G. Hood conccccccccccescccccensesss L5G 
Stroke. P.S. Bent cccccscccseccvscvesesseel72 92 
Cox. W. W. Campbell sesssatsesaeensT 339 


Both boats started at a very quick pace, and 
kept it up right down to the P.M. Wharf. Here 
both dropped, Bent to 36 per minute and Mottu 
who had, if anything, a slight lead, to 34. Mottu 
lead away at the Breakwater and won by six 
lengths. ‘Time, 6m. 49 secs. 


ScrarcH Fours. (From P.M. S.S. Co. Wharf.) 


Bow. Bye EE VUON aan ddavhaniheusavormieewntves 
2. W. G. Littlejolins Pov vetesesencseces 
: Se] OM: Cats a tessccacttacaca 
Stroke. W R606 sasciscensscdeasavcvacebeedes 


Nine boats entered for this race, and accord- 
ingly three heats had to be rowed. A crew in the 
Red boat won the first heat in 1m. 54} secs. In 
this race two fouls occurred, The second heat was 
won by a crew in the Black boat in rm. 43} secs. 
—a very close finish indeed. The final was a dead 
heat for Black and Red in 1m. 4975 secs., but the 
strokes tossed up and Kerr won. 


INTERPORT SINGLE SCULLS.—1! Mile. 


¥. A. R. Ce Ib. 
A. L: Mottu... vevccccccecccncscccccccvacsesneetAOeerk 


K. R. AND A.C. 


OCHoseeeeecseneneseose cooceccssoee EST Pry 


P. Sorhagen 


The men were both tired out by their previous 
exertions, but they made a good race of it. Mottu 
won by about a couple of lengths. Time, gm. 
203 secs. 


THES REGATTA DINNER. 


The regatta dinner was held at Wright’s Hotel 
on Monday evening, under the presidency of the 
Captain, Mr. J. T. Boag. There wasa large at- 
tendance of members and visitors. Towards the 
close of dinner, the Chairman gave “ The Queen, 
and the Rulers of our respective countries,” a toast 
that was warmly received. 


The CHAIRMAN next gave the toast of the Kobe 
visitors, In a few felicitous phrases he declared 
that Kobe bore the enviable reputation in the Far 
East of being the centre of sport.—(Hear hear.) He 
next referred to the disastrous voyage of the visitors 
on theie way up, that resulted in the smashing of 
their boats, and eventually to their being compelled 
to row in strange boats, with strange oars, in all 
their races, facts that all would admit were very ad- 
verse to Kobe. But they had accepted their defeat 
with the beat possible grace, and his hearers would 
agree with him that it was harder to meet such 
defeat, and accept it with such a grace, than to 
achieve many a victory.—(Applause.) He trust- 
ed that Yokohama might meet Kobe oarsmen 
again at some future regatta, and then, perhaps, 
the result would be different to the results obtain- 
ed in the regatta that had just come to a conclu- 
sion.—(Hear, hear.) No matter how those 
future races might result, he trusted that whoever 
might be defeated they would meet their defeat in 
as plucky a manner as Kobe had just exhibited. 

Mr. RaNTIERS then sang a song, after which 

Mr. C. K. M. Martin proposed the health of 
the Naval visitors. Speaking as a very old re- 
sident ot Yokohama, he could say that some ro or 
15 years had elapsed since a crew composed of 
members of Her Majesty’s Navy had figured on 


their regatta programme. He trusted that the crew 
that had rowed that day were but the forerunners 
of manycrews who would come from Her Majesty's 
ships to participate in the Yokohama regattas.— 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Harpy, of H.M.S. Edgar, responded, and 
in the course of his remarks said that the naval 
men present during Saturday’s and Monday’s races 
had admired the pluck with which Kobe had row- 
ed their races and accepted their defeat. It was 
a very good thing indeed that the healthy rivalry 
existing between the oarsmen of Yokohama and 


Kobe found such an excellent outlet in interport 


races, 
Dr. Ricuarps, R.N., contributed a song, and 
then 


Mr. Kerr returned thanks on behalf of the 
He hoped that 
Yokohama would soon meet them at a Kobe re- 


Kobe Rowing and Athletic Club. 


gatta and promised them a good time there, with 
a sportsman-like reception, 
the toast, just drunk, and now drank to the health 
of Mr. Boag, the Yokohama captain, 


Mr. Boaa, in his reply, thanked Mr. Kerr for his 
invitation to row at Kobe, and also for his sug- 
gestion that Kobe would wipe the floor with 


them: he thought that he might, without vain 


boasting, express a confident hope that when 
Yokohama went down to Kobe and rowed there 
again that the result would be different to what 


Mr. Kerr anticipated.—(Laughter and cheers.) 


Many other toasts and songs followed, the jovial 


company not seperating till a late hour. 








NEWS FOM THE SOUTH. 
a 
Commander Hastings has sentenced John 


Coleman, engineer, late of the Strathnevis, to four 
months’ imprisonment, with hard labour, for stab- 
bing an Indian constable in the neck with a clasp 


knife in Jubilee Street, Hongkong. 


The new steamer Ceres, which has been built for 
the Kingsin line, arrived in Hongkong harbour on 
May 15th. The Ceves is in command of Captain 
Behrens, who was formerly commander of the 


Oceana. The vessel was built at the yard of Blohm 


and Voss, of Hamburg, and is expecially fitted for 
She has a carrying 
capacity of 6,000 tons dead weight, or about 8,000 
It is stated that she showed herself to 


the Far Eastern trade. 


of cargo. 
be a fast boat on her trial run, 


On Thursday evening, May 14th, the whole of 
. Victor 
Emanuel were entertained at dinner by the Ward- 
room Officers of the ship. After dinner, Com- 
mander Tunnard presented a very handsome 
silver bowl, with blackwood stand, to Mr. D. W. 
Hawkins, mail-officer, who is about to return to 
Commander Tunnard spoke in terms 
of the highest praise of Mc. Hawkins’ work during 
his stay in Hongkong, and of the great amount of 
zeal and interest he had at all times displayed in 


the Warrant Officers on board H.M.S 


England. 


despatching mail letters to the various ships in 


the Squadron, and of the satisfaction Mr. Hawe- 


kins’ work had given throughout the fleet. In 


reply, Mr. Hawkins thanked the officers for their 


very handsome present and for the consideration 
they had always shown him. 

L’ Extréme Orient of the 7th inst. states that the 
telegram from the Director of Customs announcing 
the temporary abolition of the import duty on 
rice had an immediate effect upon the market at 
Haiphong, the price of rice falling thirty-nine 
cents per picul. The holders of rice at once put 
their stocks on the market, and this has also had 
the effect of lowering prices. The danger of 
increased distress from famine is therefore dimini- 
shed, but neverthelessemand we will not cease to 
repeat it—itis necessary now to impose a pro- 
hibitive export tariff to prevent the next rice 
harvest being sent out of the country. L’Aveniy 
du Tonkin says the measures adopted by the 
French authorities to alleviate the sufferings 
of the people by the importation of rice alone 
will cost the Colony $200,000. The Saigon coire- 
spondent of the Independence Tonkinotse writes: 
—The purchase of considerable quantities of rice 
by the Tonkin Protectorate in our market has 
caused a slightly upward movement in the price 
of the grain. I donot think this movement will 
be greatly accentuated, and in any case it will 
affect only the Chinese merchants, who, having 
sold large quantities forward, are now under the 
obligation of buying at a higher price than that 
at which they sold. They ought not to complain, 
however, for they have made plenty before. 
Cochin-China has still sufficient rice for the con- 
sumption of its own inhabitants and to afford 
celief to the famine-stricken people of ‘Tonkin. 

Dr. C. B. Martin, of the steamship Menmutr, 
died in the Government Civil Hospital, Hongkong, 
on May 14th. The deceased joined the ship at 
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He thanked them for 


Melbourne with the intention of making the reund 
trip for the benefit of his health, but on arrivin 
at Hongkong he became very weak and siteeed 
the hospital; but his condition was hopeless, 


A Marine Court of Inquiry was held at the 
Hongkong Harbour Master’s Office on May 15th 
to enquire into the circumstances attending the 
stranding of the British steamer Afenmusy whilst 
on her voyage from Kobe to Hongkong on the rst 
inst. The Court was composed as follows :—Com- 
mander R. M. Rumsey, R.N., Harbour Master 
(President); Commander C. R. H. Robinson, 
R.N., H.M.S. Victor Emanuel; Mr. George 
Alfred Lee, master, Empress of Japan: Me. 
Percy Gibson, master, Asamor ; and Mr. Robert 
Barton, master, Afghan. After taking evidence, 
the Court found :—We find that the British steam- 
ship Menmutr, 77,120, of which Hugh Craig was 
master, the number of whose certificate as master 
is 93,119, left Kobe on the goth April bound for 
Hongkong, having passed the Inland Seaol Japan. 
That having passed Ten Foot Rock light at 
the entrance to Bingo wateis and the night being 
fine, at midnight the master, whohad been on the 
bridge up to that time, went to his cabin on the 
lower bridge to lie down, trusting to well-known 
orders of a general description that he would be 
called when the narrow waters of the Kunashima, 
shoal were reached, and leaving the European 
pilot, who had made the voyage repeatedly before 
in the Menmuiy, in charge of the navigation. The 
second officer was on watch and understood the 
general orders that the captain was to be called 
when the ship got into narrow waters. That 
the pilot went to sleep in a cabin on the bridge, 
leaving word with the second officer to call him 
at a certain time, and that he was so called; 
that he altered the course and then again went to 
sleep. That at about 2 a.m. the second officer 
became uneasy about the position of the ship and 
he called the pilot, who explained himself in a way 
that reassured the second officer; but a quarter of 
an hour after this he again called him and then it 
was too late, for before the course could be altered 
or speed stopped the ship was on shore. The 
casually was directly due to the negligence of the 
licensed European pilot, who was called by the 
officer of the watch when the ship had run her 
distance from the time of the last observation, 
but seeing the special circumstances of the case 
when the ship was steering stem on to land with 
a prospective alteration of course of about eight 
points, which could only be made after the land 
ahead had been approached to within about two 
miles, the Court is of opinion that more defini- 
tive orders should have been given with reference 
to calling the master, and knowing that the speed 
was reyular the master should have left orders to 
be called at acertain hour. The Court is further 
of opinion that had the second officer, who was on 
watch, displayed a sufficient amount of interest in 
the navigation of the ship to cause him to consult 
the chart when doubts had arisen in his mind he 
would probably now have been entitled to the 
credit of having averted the casualty. The ship 
sustained no damage, and, with the exception of 
the above, appears to have been navigated ina 
proper and seamanlike manner. The Court does 
not deal with the certificate of the master or officer. 
The Court is of opinion that the attention of the 
licensing authority at Kobe for pilots for the In- 
land Sea might with advantage be called to the 
opinion they bave expressed with regard to the 
negligence of the pilot Bischof, who was in pilot 
charge of the Menmuir at the time of the casualty. 


Among some Canton Notes appearing in the 
Hongkong Daily Press, we find the following -— 
A gang of one hundred and forty robbers made 
an attack on a village named Pak-chuen, in Name 
hoi district, and eighteen houses were cansacked. 
No villager or lukong dared to come out to meet 
the robbers. The gang did not go away till day- 
break and they got off scot free, carrying away 
booty tu the amount of over $30,000. The case 
has been reported to the mandarins, but as usual, 
no arrest has been effected.—A notorious robber 
nained Yung Sui, foc whose arrest a reward of 
two thousand dollars had been offered, was cap- 
tured by a band of six soldiers in the district of 
Si-chiu, but when he was being taken through the 
village of Ku-chow some of his brother thieves 
suddenly sprang forward and effected his release. 
The soldiers dared not offer resistance. 





The cruiser Caroline, which arrived in England 
recently from the China station, was paid out of 
commission at Sheernesson roth inst. This closes 
her career as an effective war ship, and unless she 
can be utilised for harbour purpose, she will be 
sold out of the service. The Caroftne was built 
twelve years ago, at a cost of £80,000, and has 
served three consecutive commissions on foreign 
stations, 
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H.B.M’S COURT FOR HIOGO AND 


OSAKA. 
— 
Before R. A. Mowat, Esq., Judge. 


Wepnespay; May 27th, 1896. 


REYNELL Vérsus CAMBRON. 


Judgment in this case was given by His Honour 
qudge Mowat in person in the above Court on 

ednesday afternoon as follows :— 

This action, instituted in H.B.M.’s Court for 
’ Hiogo and Osaka, was heard by me there under 
the provisions of Sec. 38 of the Order in Council 
of 1865, as applied to H.B.M.’s Court for Japan 
by Sec. 7 (2) of the Order of 1878. 

The question in the case arises out of an agree- 
ment made in October, 1888, between the plaintiff 
and thedefendant. In and prior to 1888 the plain- 
tiff cartied on business at Hiogo and Yokohama 
as H. E. Reynell and Co., general merchants; he 
was also carrying on a distinct business but at 
Hiogo only, under the style of ““W. Down.” = The 
nature of the business of W. Down (or as it was 
later called, ‘‘ The Kobe Drapery and Furnishing 
Company ”’), is not described in the agreement, 
but from the evidence it appears to have been 
that of a drapery and furniture business. Being 
minded to extend that business by the addition of 
a tailoring department, the plaintiff, through an 
agent in Scotland, engaged the defendant, who 
was a tailor in Grantown, Elginshire, to come out 
to Hiogo under a five years’ agreement of service. 
Defendant was to manage the business of W. 
Down, and also to conduct the wew tailoring de- 
partment. On theexpiry of his agreement, defen- 
dant went back to Scotland, but after some 14 
months he returned in Hiogo, and commenced 
business there in the spring of 1895 on his own ac- 
count as general shipper and import commission 
merchant. In the agreement of 1888 between 
him and the plaintiff it had been stipulated 
(Clause 7) that ‘the said Alexander Cameron 
shall not at any time hereafter in Japan * * #* 
carry on or to (sic) be engaged or concerned or 
interested in the (sic) business at all resembling 
or connected with that of General Merchants or 
Tailors * * ® without the consent in writing 
of the said H. E. Reynell & Co., first had and ob- 
tained ;”? and in Clause ro it was further pro- 
vided that ‘‘in case the said Alexander Cameron 
shall not perform all and every stipulations and 
agreements contained in clause 7 of this con- 
tract, then the said Alexander Cameron shall pay 
to the said H. E. Reynell and Co. the sum of 
£500 as liquidated damages and not by way of 
penalty.” The defendant not having obtained 
the plaintiff's consent to establishing himself in 
business, and the plaintiff’s demand for payment 
of the liquidated damages having been refused, 
this action was brought for the recovery and for 
an injunction till payment. 

The defendant by his answer, while admitting 
that he is carrying on the business of a merchant, 
in the first place denies that such is a breach of 
clause 7 of the agreement. This contention rests 
upon the distinction drawn by his counsel between 
the term “merchant” and the words “ general 
merchant” in clause 7, and supported by the 
meanings which (there was some evidence to show) 
these expressions bear in Scotland, where the 
agreement was signed, aud of which country the 
defendant is a native. I may observe here, in 
fairness to him, that I am quite satisfied that he 
throughout honestly believed that there was noth- 
ing in the agreement which at all precluded him 
from setting up in business as he did. 

- The second ground of defence raised by his an- 
swer is that he was engaged to serve the plaintiff 
in his business only of general merchant or tailor, 
and that the restriction imposed upon him by 
clause 7 is in excess of what was necessary for the 
protection of the plaintiff in that business, and is 
‘therefore oppressive, unreasonable, opposed to 
public policy, and void.” 
. The plaintiff’s contention, on the other hand, 
is (1) that carrying on business as a merchant or 
as a general merchant, assuming there is any dis- 
tinction between them, is alike a breach of clause 
7; (2) that the clause protects not only the 
plaintiff's business of W. Down, but also his 
business of H. E. Reyneli & Co.; and (3) 
that itis not in restraint of trade, and that the 
£500, mentioned in clause 10, is to be considered 
only as a premium which defendant, if he started 
in business, was to pay plaintiff for the knowledge 
and experience which he would have acquired 
while in the plaintiff’s employment. This fast 
Contention, however, was at the hearing practically 
abandoned, and that part of the case was argued 
on the general principles applicable to provisions 
in) restraint of trade. 

On the second point I hold that the true con- 
Struction of the clause, when the agreement as a 


whole is examined, is that the protection which it 
gives to the plaintiff extends only to his business as 
W. Down, and not to his business as H. E. Rey- 
nell & Co. But then itis clear from the defend- 
ant’s own evidence that he did deal with some of 
W. Down’s customers in that part of the business 
which he, while servant of the plaintiff, had deve. 
loped: the extent of such dealing is of course not 
material. Itis not necessary, in the view I take of 
the case, to express any opinion on the first point, 
viz., whether the distinction sought to be drawn 
between merchant and general merchant in the 
special circumstances of this case be sustained, 
For in my judgment the defendant’s plea as to re- 
straint of trade is made out. The restriction im- 
posed by the clause is larger than is reasonably 
necessary for the fair protection of the plaintiff ; it 
is therefo1e—-according to the latest authorities on 
the subject, to which I was referred by Counsel 
on both sides—unreasonable in intendment of law 
and accordingly void. It was, I think, not 
seriously disputed by plaintiff's Counsel that 
a restraint of the defendant from trading ‘in 
Japan ” could not be supported. The plaintiff 
carried on business as W. Down at Hiogo 
only; even as H. E. Reynell & Co. he carried 
on business only at Hiogo and Yokohama, 
There were therefore other treaty ports—for 
that is all that “ Japan” in such agreements 
between British subjects really means—where the 
plaintiff’s interest could not require that the 
defendant should not trade, It is true thatin a 
somewhat similar case at Shanghai in 1888 (Lane 
Crawford v. Phillips) the expression ‘ China ” 
was on the analogy of Baines v. Geary (35 ch. D. 
154) cut down to Shanghai and the other ports at 
which the plaintiffs had business dealings during 
the defendant’s employment by them ; but Counsel 
for the defendant here referred me to the later 
case of Baker wv. Hedgecock (39) ch. D. 520) 
where Judge Chittycommentedon Baines 7. Geary, 
He said that he was not quite sure whether he read 
the judgment aright, but he did not think Mr. 
Justice North had intended to lay down any such 
principle as that the Court could create or carve 
out a new covenant for the sake of validating an 
instrument which would otherwise be void. Earlier 
in his judgment occurs this passage, which has 
a direct bearing on the point here: ‘But if the 
paintiff’s agreement be good, then in every such 
case the Court could carve out of the unreasonable 
distance a distance which would be reasonable. 
Thus, if the covenant were, ¢. g., ot to carry on a 
business in any part of the whole world, the Court 
would be asked to uphold it by construing it as 
a covenant not to carry on the business within, 
say, a limit of two miles, which would in effect 
be making a new covenant, not that to which 
the parties agreed.” And in Mills 7. Dunbam 
(1891, ch. 1,576) the same judge, after referring 
during the argument to Baker v. Hedgecock, in 
the judgment (at p. 580) again lays down the 
proposition thus—"* where there is a question 
of severing the good from the bad part ofa 
covenant or agreement of this kind, the Court 
must find in the agreement itself sufficient 
ground for making the severance; the Court 
must take great care not to create a new agree- 
ment for the patties, nor carve out of an unreason- 
able agreement something which would be reason- 
able, for the sake of upholding what would otherwise 
be void.” There will be judgment for the defen- 
dant. 


Costs have followed the event. An appeal may 
probably be made by Counsel for Plaintiff to the 
Supreme Court, Shanghai. 


SILK CULTURE IN SOUTHERN 
CHINA.” 


> —___—_—-_ 

The mulberry gcown in Southern China is dif- 
ferent from that grown in Northern China, Japan, 
and Europe, in so far as in Southern China no 
trees, but only bushes are grown, which, after hav- 
ing been pruned in winter, become densely cover- 
ed with foliage in the spring, resembling very 
much our varieties of dwarf willows. In the silk- 
growing districts large fields planted in this man- 
ner can be seen, and the Chinese cultivate these 
with great care, in order to make them produce 
the supply of mulberry leaves necessary for the 
seven silk crops harvested usually, beginning with 
the month of Macch and ending with October. 

There are so many different varieties of silk- 
worms in China that, in order to make an elabo- 
rate report, a special study of them would be 
necessary. Trestrict myself, therefore, to name 
only the two kinds most giown in the south, é.e., 
" Taysaam” and “ Lusijut.”) The eggs of these 








® From an article sent to the Swiss Government by an 
expert in the silk business, residing at Canton, China; 
translated by Consul German of Zurich. 
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varieties being left over from the preceding year 
are washed in March in tepid water, and by this 
process made to break their shells, but the cocoons 
obtained from this crop are only used for the pro- 
pagation of new seed, and the worms sub- 
sequently obtained furnish the first silk crop. 

owever, only a part of these cocoons are spun 
for the production of silk. Another portion is 
always used for the production of new seed, the 
“ Lusijut ” kind being used for the succeeding 
crops of the same year, while the ‘ Taysaam ” 
can only be used for the first crop of the follow- 
ing year. The ‘‘ Taysaam” cocoons are greater 
and of better quality than the “ Lusijut ” cocoons, 
but the seeds of the former are so delicate that 
it would hurt the brood if they were used as 
often for reproduction as are the “ Lusijut.” 

In general, the silk production is attended to 
here in the same primitive way as has been done 
for centuries past. Before the hatching of the 
worms, the seeds are covered with mulberry 
leaves, so that the worms as soon as hatched can 
find immediate food, and the thickly covered 
leaves are then placed on bamboo sticks and put 
on the frames, from which they are only removed 
for cleansing and feeding purposes. In the first 
period the young worms ceceive fine-cut leaves two 
or three times per day; later on, according to 
their growth, coarser cut leaves. About eight days 
thereafter they drop into their first sleep, and then 
again after eight days. This process is repeated 
four times. Six days after the fourth sleep they 
stop growing, and are then of a yellowish and 
almost transparent colour. 

They are then put upon frames, where a cellular 
texture gives them a favourable place to work their 
cocoons. This very simple apparatus prevents al- 
most completely the spinning of so-called ‘coe 
coons-doubles.” A great deal morecould be said 
on the further treatment of the silkworms to that 
period; on their diseases and the influence of 
temperature and weather on their development, 
but it is rather difficult to obtain reliable reports, 
and a personal study on the spot would offer so 
many difficulties that I must restrict myself to the 
above. 

In general, these points will not differ much 
from the interesting reports of the Swiss vice- 
consul at Yokohama, Dr. P. Ritter, on the silk 
culture in Japan, although the Japanese have of 
late years made considerable improvement and 
progress, while the Chinese, who are opposed to 
all innovations, are still pegging away at their old 
primitive methods. 

The silkworm needs twenty-four to thirty hours 
to make a cocoon, and three days therealter the 
butterfly breaks out of the pointed end of the | 
cocoon. Subsequently it lays its eggs and dies. 
If the cocoon is to be used for silk spinning in lieu 
of production of new seed, the butterfly is killed 
with charcoal gas, in order to prevent the break- 
ing of the cocoon. This latter process lasts about 
twelve hours. 

On the extent and time of crops nothing de- 
finite can be said, as it depends entirely on the 
weather, Long-continued rains or a sudden fall- 
ing off in temperature ace very injurious to the 
silkworms, and as these changes occur mostly in 
the months of April, May, and June, it fully goes 
to explain the inferior quality and colour, as well 
as the unclean threads of the product of the first 
three crops; even the fourth crop, is July, is free 
quently damaged by heavy rain storms, while the 
fifth aud six crops grow unsually under favourable 
circumstances, and subsequently, as a rule, furnish 
a superior product. 

The total silk crop is estimated at about 45,000 
to-55,000 piculs (about 6,600,000 pounds) per an- 
num, and, segregated, is as follows :—= 

First crop, end of April, 4,000 to 5,000 piculs; 
second crop, end of May, 10,000 to 12,000 piculs ; 
third crop, end of June, 6,000 to 7,000 piculs; 
fourth crop, end of July, 6,000 to 7,000 piculs ; 
fifth crop, end of August, 12,000 to 15,000 piculs; 
sixth crop, end of September, 5,000 to 6,000 
piculs; seventh crop, end of October, 2,000 to 
3,000 piculs. Of this production the inland manue 
facturers consume about two-thirds, or 30,000 
piculs, partly for the manufacture of silk dress 
goods, partly for silk piece-goods, and silk eme 
broideries for export, while the remaining 20,000 
piculs of raw silks are exported to Europe, Ame 
rica, and the Indies in about the following pro- 
portion :—Europe, 14,000 piculs; America, 3,000 
piculs; and the Indies, 3,000 piculs. These esti- 
mates, of course, vary every year, according to the 
demand in the different maikets. 

On the process and installation for opening, 
first, let me say that, here in the south, only four 
different kinds of silk are spun, the greater part 
of which consists of white and the smnaller por- 
tion of yellow silk. These four varieties are 
* Tsatlées.” ‘ Soie long guindre.” “ Filature a 
vapeur,” and “ Filature a feu.”” Up to about 
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twenty years ago, ‘' Tsatlées”’ and “long guin- 
dres”” were the only kinds produced in the 
south. The difference between these consists 
only in the “puindrage.” The hand-spinning 
apparatus, on which they are spun, is the most 
primitive contrivance people can imagine, and it 
it evident that in this manner no fine product can 
be obtained. In former years, every fainily 
manufactured “ Tsatlées ” and “long guindres” 
of the cocoons produced by them; in late years, 
however, they do bettes by bringing their cocoons 
to market, for sale to filature spinners, The prin- 
cipal defects of these varieties are the icregulari- 
ties in the Atve, very much “ duvet,” and insuffi- 
cient elasticity, drawbacks which are due also to 
the condition of the cocoons, 

Instead of spinning a cestain titre of this silk, 
which could easily be obtained by reeling the same 
number of cocoons together, the “ Tsatlées” 
spinners take simply a handful of cocoons, and, of 
course, no reguilat thread can be obtained in this 
manner. It is furthermore very difficult to keep 
the water in the dasssne, an ordinary earthen pot, 
atthe even lemperature necessary with a little 
coalefire, and as cocoons put in hot water would 
cause so much loss, the spinner winds the silks 
simply in lukewarm water, by which procedure 
the silks loses in quality and elastity, and, later on, 
wheu being boiled (décréusage), shows an unusual 
high loss. These different defects were the cause 
why Canton ‘Tsatless”’ and “long guindies” 
became more and more neglected, and that the 
demand successively increased for the better 
filatures, The first filandves, ow the European 
model, were established in 1870, and the best 
proof for the increasing preference of “ filatures a 
vapem ” is that theie number has increased in 
about eighty different establishments some of 
which have 800 bassines. This variety being spun 
entirely on the European method, it would be 
useless to go into details. I will only remark that 
in these filandres any desired titve of g to 11 and 
18 to 22 deniers can be spun, and that the quality, 
elasticity, and cleanliness of this product is also 
far superior to thatof the firstenamed kind, and 
consequently commands higher figures. 

The “ filatures a feu ”’ differ fiom the “ filatures 
A vapeur” in that they are the product of home 
industry, or of small establishments, without steam 
engines. This product is purchased by jobbers, 
assorted according to fineness and quality, to make 
it available for export, and then brought to market. 
The spinning system is about the same, with this 
difference, however, that the reel is moved by the 
spinner through a treadwheel, while the water in 
the dassine is kept heated as much as possible by a 
coal-fire beneath it. The silk of these “ filatures 
A feu” are almost as good as the “ filature A vapeur.” 
In general, however, the difference is easily detecte 
ed. As in the United States, only small reels are 
used. A part of these filatures are spun for special 
purposes, as the socalled ‘ courts-guindres,” 
** Tsatlées ” and “long guindres ” are also again 
reeled on small reels for the same matket, and 
sold as “ Rédévidees ” (re-reeled). 

Some years ago I made an improvement in the 
dividage of the two latter kinds by adding a better 
apparatus for the crossure, and these products are in 
special demand in New York. Still, there is much 
room for improvements of the kind. The Chinese 
however, are not inclined to pay fair prices for 
new inventions and systems and, besides, they re- 
cognize neither patent nor tradeemark. China 
offers no paying field for the talent of inventors.— 
N.-C. Daily News. 








BANK OF CHINA AND FAPAN. 
—————_o—__—_—— 

The first annual general meeting of the share- 
holders in the Bank of China and Japan (Limited), 
was held on 16th April, atthe Cannon-street Hotel, 
Mr. William Keswick presiding. The Chairman, 
in moving the adoption of the report, said :— 
When they last met it was to adopt resolutions to 
liquidate the old bank, and he thought they would 
regaid as satisfactory, in the circumstances, the 
effect of the course which was decided upon on 
that occasion. The board had steadily pursued 
the policy of judicious realisation of assets, and 
with improved values of securities and investments, 
and a higher rate of exchange, the deficiency 
which then existed had been materially reduced. 
The call of ros. per share which was now being 
collected would put the bank in possession of assets 
in hand equal to its full liabilities, and the still out- 
standing liability on the shares represented a 
capital sufficient for the carrying on of business 
on a paying scale when they were free from the 
depositors’ committee and could use the resources 
of the bank. The rapid repayment of deposits, 
45 per cent., having already been refunded, with 
the prospect of at least a further repayment of 15 
per cent. next June, brought them within measure 


able distance, he hoped, of freedom and of brighter 
prospects. ‘The operations of the new bank had 
been practically for only a short period of the year, 
and with unavoidable expenses for a longer time 
to bear, the result must be regarded as affording 
no sufficient indication of the probable success of 
the new institution, The balance-sheet showed 
the authorised the subscrihed, and the paid-up 
capital, and there where instalments of the latter 
overdue on Dec. 31 last, amounting to £9,815, of 
which, however, they had since received £2,311. 
The balance was owing by responsible people, and 
no trouble was anticipated in collecting it. The 
number of ordinary shares allotted had increased 
since Jan, 1 last from 94,208 to 95,098, and share- 
holders in the old bank holding 11,950 shares were 
arranging to have their shares allotted in the 
new bank. Indeed, these additional shares were 
now on the cegister. The fixed deposits showed a 
large reduction. The repayment amounted to 
£516,128, and it was anticipated that about the 
end of June a further £170,000 would be repaid. 
The balance then due to depositors would be about 
£450,000. Turning to figures on the other side 
of the account, their gold securities required no 
comment. The silver securities, which represent- 
ed advances in China that were formerly made, 
had been considerably improved since the accounts 
were made up at the rate of 2s. 1d. Hence the 
confidence with which he could speak of their as- 
sets being sufficient to meet every liability when 
the call now being made was collected. The cash 
in the Bank of England at the date of the accounts, 
amounting to £130,731, was placed there in pre- 
paration for the payments which were made on 
Jan. 1st. The shares allotted from the old bank 
to the new were 94,918, and 14,375 were considered 
good, although they had not yet come in. There 
were shareholders representing 16,923 shares who 
should pay in time, although this might be a little 
doubtful; but there were shareholders who were 
bad, representing 22,422 shares. Unfortunately, 
42,206 shares were held by Chinese, but proceed- 
ings were being taken and would be vigorously 
carried on to obtain payment of the call on these 
shares. They could only trust that they might 
recover, and no_ effort would be spared to 
accomplish this, Outside foreigners held ahout 
4,460 shares, and there were 441 shares on which 
%7 15s. a share had been paid in full. They had 
had to compromise in some cases, tepresenting 
130 shares, in respect of which it was hopeless to 
obtain any return, ‘As soon as they possibly could 
after the half-year was closed the directors intend- 
ed to send a circular to every shareholder on the 
register showing the position they might be in on 
June 30 next. He concluded by moving the adop- 
tion of the report and accounts. 

Mr. Davip McLgan seconded the motion. 

In reply to Mr, Fremine, the CHAIRMAN said 
it would be well to defer anything connected with 
the future of the bank until they had made greater 
progress in the liquidation of the old institution. 
About £1,800 of the law charges had been paid 
for stamps and duties in connection with the re- 
construction, Shareholders on the London regis- 
ter representing about 75,000 shares had met their 
obligations fully, and there was little doubt that 
every one who was able to pay would be obliged 
to pay. It was impossible for him to give any 
idea of the amount that would be good in connec. 
tion with the shares held in China. The loss in 
exchange on funds realised, to which reference 
had been made, was the old loss connected 
with remitting home money at a different rate 
of exchange from that at which it had been 
unfortunately placed in the East. It would not 
be possible to reduce the expense of management 
very much during the present year, but they had 
a prospect of making a material reduction eventu- 
ally. Their object was to reduce expenses where- 
ever they could possibly do so. The motion was 
then adopted. 

On the motion of the CHAIRMAN, seconded by 
Mr. H. D. Stewart, Mr. Adolf von Andié and Mr, 
Egbert Iveson were re-elected directors. 

Mr. S. GILFILLAN proposed the election of 
Messrs. Turquand, Youngs and Co., as auditors, 
which being seconded, was cairied, and the pro- 
ceedings terminated.—Financial News. 








LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
—————»+———______. 
(Reutsr’s “Japan Matt” Seeciat SERvice.) 


London, May 22. 
The Governor of Damaraland, south-west 
Africa, will have a force of one thousand men 
at his command when he is reinforced by the 
troops being sent from Germany. 


The organ of the Colonial Party in Berlin 
says that Germany is thus in a secure position 


Google 


in South Africa, and the Boers will indirectly 
receive support. 
Londay, May as. 
In the course of an interview, Li Hung-chang 
declared that his mission, apart from his attend- 
ance at the coronation of the Czar, was to study 
European systems with a view to instituting re- 
forms in China. There was no treaty with 
Russia, but both countries were entirely in accord, 
and he desired similar relations with France, 
He could not say what relations were to be 
established with Great Britain until he had 
visited London. 
London, May 28. 
Quiet has been restored at Canea, where 
several warships have arrived. 
Late despatches from South Africa state 
that the Matabeles have been thrice defeated 
with heavy loss. 





(“SpgciaL” T8LeGRaM To THE “ JAPAN Mait,”’) 


Kobe, May 33. 

The steamer Federation has arrived here with 
her engines broken down and her fore-gaff car- 
ried away. Great damage has also been done 
to the ship’s side through the breaking adrift of 
some spare propeller blades stowed in the 
"tween decks. The after-hold is also filled with 
water, and the captain, first and second officers, 
the carpenter, and others of the crew have re- 
ceived injuries. 


(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘* Japan 
Herald,” the be an Gasette,”’ and other Subscribers 
in Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, May 23. 
Their Imperial Majesties the Czar and Czar- 
ina made their State entry into Moscow yester- 
day, the pageant being of a gorgeous description. 


Advices from South Africa report that a 
column from Buluwayo has affected a junction 
with Rhodes’ column at Gwelo. 

A despatch from Dr. Leyds, Secretary of 
State for the Transvaal, to Sir Hercules Robin- 
son, High Commissioner for South Africa, asks 
the meaning of the massing of British troops 
on the Transvaal frontier, to which Sir H. 
Robinson has replied, regretting that credence 
should be given to such falsehoods. 


Exchange on London at Pari8,.....001 0000025.17 
” 99 New York eocece 4.89 
(Tel. Trans.) 


London, May 26. 
A TJimes telegram announces that Herr von 
Brandt, former German Minister at Pekin, has 
been appointed adviser on foreign affairs to the 
Tsung-li Yamen, with the rank of a Minister. 


London, May 27. 

The ceremonies in connection with the coro- 
nation of H.I.M. the Czar have been completed, 
A manifesto issued by the Czar remits all arrears 
of taxation, reduces the land tax by half for ten 
years, grants amnesties to minor offenders, and 
reduces sentences on other prisoners. 

A despatch from Crete states that the Turkish 
soldiers in the town of Canea have massacred 
and pillaged the Christians. A British ironclad 
has been ordered to the island, all the consuls 
having cabled for warships. 

Exchange on London at Paris .......0+00035.17% 


Exchange on London at New York...... 4.89 
(Tel. Trans.) 


(From 'Tonsin Parsrs.’’) 
Paris, May 4. 
The Municipal elections in Paris and through- 
out France generally passed off quietly. The 
position of the different parties remains almost 
unchanged. There were slight disturbances in 
Herault and Aude. 
Paris, May 7. . 
The Czarewitch and his mother will leave 
Nice on the rsth May. 


It is stated that the Italians paid an indemnity 
to Menelik to be allowed to evacuate Adigrat. 


(From tHe * Banoxox Times.’”) 
London, May 6. 
Three rabbis will be admitted to the corona- 
tion of the Czar. 
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Paris, May 10. 
In the Italian Chamber the question of 
Abyssinia was discussed, when Signor Riccotti 
declared that the war with Abyssinia was impos- 
sible. The limit of the Italian possessions in 
North Africa would be the line of Mareb. It 
was agreed that a ransom should be paid for 
the Italian prisoners now in the hands of the 
Negus. 
Paris, May 11. 
In the debate, Rudini declared in the Cham- 
ber that the Mareb line would be arranged by 
the Italian Commander-in-Chief and that by 
this arrangement all cause of quarrel with 
Menelik wonld be removed and peace be as- 
sured. The Chamber passed a vote of con- 
fidence in the Government by 273 to 133. 


(Grom rus ** Commrcio.’’) 
_ Madrid, May 8. 
Rains having fallen generally throughout the 
Peninsula it is probable that one-third of the 
* wheat crop will be saved. 
Madrid, May 11. 


The Chambers were opened to-day. The 
Queen Regent read the speech from the Throne. 
The speech contained a succinct narrative of 
events in Cuba and promises reforms when the 
pacification of the island has been accomplish- 
ed. The paragraph referring to the Philippines 
makes mention only of the arsenal at Subic. 
The Queen states in the speech that she main- 
tains cordial relations with all countries and 
eulogises the loyal friendship of Mr. Cleveland 
for Spain. Lastly, reference is made to the 
activity with which the defences at home and 
in the colonies are being perfected. 

Madrid, May 14. 

The Government has called upon the authori- 
ties of Cuba to send to Madrid the proceedings 
in reference to the Competidor in order that 
they may be revised by the Supreme Council of 
War and Marine. 

The foreign press sympathises with Spain in 
regard to Cuba and eulogises the prudence 
which has dictated the suspension for the pre- 
sent of the summary sentence passed by the 
court martial, thus avoiding the precipitation 
of a conflict. 


The foreign press severely censures America 
for so openly protecting the Cuban rebels, this 
conduct alarming the whole of Europe. 

The Commander-in- Chief of thearmy in Cuba 
denounces the use by the rebels of explosive 
bullets, which is prohibited by the rules of war, 

Madrid, May 15. 

Mr. Cleveland, President of the United 
States, has given instructions for the prosecu- 
tion of the owners of the Horsga, declaring it to 
be the duty of the Federal Government to pre- 
vent all expeditions in support of the Cuban 
rebels. 

Senor Canovas eulogises as it deserves the 
sincerity of Mr, Cleveland’s sentiments towards 
Spain. 


(From tas “Cina Mativ.”) 
Shanghai, Tuesday, May 19, 4.56 p.m. 
His Excellency Li Hung-chang has received 
orders, from Pekin to return to China direct 
immediately after the coronation of the Czar of 
Russia, without visiting any of the other Euro- 
pean capitals. 


(Faom THe Jaranzse Pargrs.) 


Kobe, May 23. 
The KXassuragé left here for Kure, this 
morning. 
Kyoto, May 23. 
Count Okuma arrived here at 3 p.m. and was 
received with enthusiasm at the station. 
Nagasaki, May 22. 
The Governor of the Amoor has arrived 
from Korea. 
Soul, May 20. 
The Korean Government having resolved to 
remodel the Army on Russian lines, has sus- 
pended the operations of the present school! for 
officers. 
Sapporo, May 23. 
Fire broke out at Iwamizawa, yesterday, and 
192 houses were destroyed. 


Chefoo, May 22. 
The Chinese Government has leased to 
Russian subjects abont 1,000 /subo at Chefoo, 
upon which will be built storehouses for the Ras- 
sian Volunteer Fleet. 
Nagasaki, May 23. 
A Russian man-of-war has arrived from 
Ninsen. 
Yehime, May 22. 
The storm was very heavy here and fourteen 
fishing boats were wrecked, and five men 
drowned. Much damage was done on shore. 


Fukuoka, May 23. 
The Akifsusu arrived to-day. 
Nagasaki, May 23. 
The Bodbre has arrived here from Fusan. 
Bakan, May 24. 
Mr. Omiwa Chobei, of Osaka, returned from 
Korea to-day. 
Bakan, May 24. 
Min Yei-shun is steadily gaining in influence 
an he may be pardoned and allowed to re-enter 
oul, 
Okayama, May 24. 
Messrs. Kawano, Suzuki, Sudo, Tanaka, 
Taguchi Inukai of the Shimpo-/o spoke at a 
lecture meeting here; about one thousand 
persons attended. 
Kochi, May, 24. 
The Tosa Railway company care trying to 
obtain a provisional charter. 
The recent violent gale did much damage 
beside causing loss of life. 
Moji, May 25. 
A British man-of-war has passed here from 
the West. 
Bakan, May 25. 
Two passengers on board the Nagoya Maru, 
from Keelung, have been attacked by cholera. 
Toyama, May 25. 
The starting of the Toyama Rice Exchange 
has been authorised. 
Kyoto, May 35. 
H.1.H. Prince Komatsu has left for Tokyo. 
Count Matsukata arrived here last night, and 
went to his house at Maiko, to-day. 
Kobe, May 25. 
Mr. Denby, United States Minister to China, 
arrived here last night per steamer Nagoya 
Maru, and leaves for Tokyo on the 27th inst. 
Osaka, May a5. 
Count Matsukata arrived at Mikage the night 
before last. His son will probably leave for 
Holland early next month. 
Tokushima, May 25. 
The son of Marquis Hachisuka has given a 
Garden Party here to about 1,500 people. 
. Nagasaki, May 26. 
Five German men-of-war left here, to-day. 
Nagasaki, May 25. 
A Russian steamer with 759 soldiers on board 
left here for Viadivostock to-day. 
The Charleston has left for Yokohama. 
Moji, May 26. 
A French man-of-war arrived here at 2 p.m. 
Tokushima, May 25. 
The torpedo-boats No. 12, No. 13, and No. 
24 arrived at Komarujima bay this morning. 
Bakan, May 25. 
The report that three cholera patients have 
been found on board the Nagoya Maru turns 
out to be false. 
Hakodate, May 26. 
Mr. Yoshikawa, the Minister of Justice, has 
arrived here. 
Niigata, May 26. 
The students of the Commercial School here 
being dissatisfied with their teachers, have left 
the school. 
- Kagoshima, May 26. 
A rather strong earthquake was felt at 8 
o'clock last night. 
Séul, May 25. 
Mim-ei-shun and Min-kei-shuk were released 
to-day. 
Mim-ei-shun has entered Sdul, and crowds 
thronged the streets to welcome him. 
Tainan, Formosa, May 25. 
A native at Takoo was taken ill, and at 
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first the symptoms were mistaken for those of 
malaria. At 6 p.m. yesterday, it was discovered 
affirmatively that he was suffering from pest. 


. May 26. 


The pest patient at Takoo, died at 1 o'clock 
this morning. 


Bakan, May 26. 


About 180 Gendarmes arrived here by the 
Oshima Maru at 6 o'clock this afternoon. They 
are going to Formosa. 


Nagoya, May 27. 
Count and Countess Matsukata will leave to- 
morrow morning for Tokyo. 
Aomori, May 27. 
The Sh8konsai festival were celebrated to- 
day in splendid weather. The affair was very 
successful. 
Matsuyama, May 27. 
The roth and 21st Battalions from Korea are 
expected here at 2 p.m. to-day. 
Eight intermittent fever patients have been 
reported in Kuma gun. 
Toyama, May 27. 
The students of the sth year course in the 
Juijo Chugakuto left School to-day in a body, 
and the students of the second year will follow 
their example to-morrow. 
Sakata, May 27, 
Messrs. Komabayashi, Iwade, and Ban have 
arrived to superintend the construction of the 
local railway. 
Sapporo, May 27. 
The extent of the recent great fire in the Go- 
vernment forests covers 1,800 square cho. 
Utsunomiya, May 27. 
A feeble shock of earthquake was felt last 
night. 
Kobe, May 27. 
The U.S. cruiser Charleston, from Nagasaki, 
left here for Yokohama this morning. 
Nagoya, May 27. 
The merchants of this town entertained Count 
Matsukata at the Yakachi-kan. | 
Séul, May 23. 
The resignation of H6-sik, has caused great 
dissention in the Cabinet; Pak-chéng-yong, 
Ri-in-yo, and Ch6-rei-shuk sent in their resigna- 
tions, but they were not accepted. 
Changes are imminent in the Korean Cabinet. 
Osaka, May 28. 
The Matushima and the Sei-yen are expected 
about 5 p.m. off Tempo-san. Mr. Yoshiwawa, 
secretary of Osaka City, is to visit them, and 
on the 3oth at 7 a.m.; about 1,500 Osaka 
people will organise a public welcome. 
Nemuro, May 27, 
The Musashi left for the Kuriles at 6 p.m., 
to-day. 
Nagoya, May 28. 
Colonel Denby, United States Minister to 
China, on his way to Tokyo, stayed here and 


visited the castle. 
Osaka, May 28. 
Count Okuma who arrived here yesterday, 
was present at a farewell receiption given him 
at the Osaka Bourse, and left this morning at 10 
o’clock for Ise. 
Nagoya, May 28. 
Count Matsukata, with the Countess, left for 
Tokyo this morning. 
Osaka, May 28. 


It was reported yesterday that the operations 
of the Kansai Steamship Company had been sus- 
pended by the police, who found that they had 
committed a breach of Articles 80th and 256th 
of the Commercial Code. The work of the 
Company, however, is still being carried on. 
The Company duly received its provisional 
charter, but Mr. Tamura Kenzo instead of 
conducting business in the company’s name, 
made out a charter parly for 7 steamers in his 
own name, while Mr. Katayama discharged the 


duties of ship broker. 
Osaka, May 28. 


The steamer Asaht Maru, of the Osaka 
Shésen Kaisha, which stranded on a sunken 
rock off Amakusa, was taken to Tomioka, for 
temporary repairs, after which she is to be sent to 
the Mitsubishi shipbuilding yard at Nagasaki. 
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Nagoya, May 28. 


W. d. H.—Your Key-move to No. 230 will not 


Major-General Katsura, commandant of the do. Look over it again and compare with our 


3rd Regiment has left for Tokyo. 
Sapporo, May 28. 
The Vice-Minister of the Colonization De- 
partment is now in the Hokkaido, and will call 
in Assembly of local Governors to-day. 
Toyama, May 28. 
The 5th year students of the Jinjo Chiugaku 
k6 state that the cause of their dissatisfaction is 
their want of confidence in Mr. Akiyama, head- 
master. 
Niigata, May 28. 
All the students of the Commercial School 
have absented themselves to-day. 
Ujina, May 28. 
Major-General Nishi, Commander of the 
Wei-hai-wei troops, left there by the Ogura 
Maru this morning at 10 o'clock. 
Nagoya, May 29. 
H.1.H. Prince Kuni-no-Miya arrived here 
this morning. Many officers and all the school 
children received him at the station. 
Hakodate, May 2g. 
Mr. Yoshikawa, Minister of Justice, left here 
for Tokyo, last night. 
Osaka, May 29. 
The Matsushima and Sat-yei arrived at 4 
p.m. Mr. Yoshiwara, the Secretary of the City 
of Osaka, at once paid them an official visit. 
Bakan, May 29. 
The Kat¢surag? arrived here yesterday. 
Kobe, May 29, — 
Pak Yong-ho arrived here this morning and 
is staying at the Jiyatei Hotel, Ujikawa. He 
intends to remain for the present at Suma. 
Bakan, May 29. 
The Agapanthus left here to-day. 
Aomori, May 29. 
Fire broke out at 1 p.m. yesterday in Nabe- 
mura, a district of Shimokita, and 300 houses, 
the Post and Telegraph Office, the local office, 
a school, shrine, and 9 telegraph posts were 
burnt. 
Hakodate, May 29. 
The steamer Xinokawa Maru sank in the 
harbour at 2 p.m. having been in collision with 
the steamer Fukuyet Maru. No lives were 
lost. 
Sapporo, May 29. 
A fire that broke out in Okawamachi has 
burnt 80 houses. 


CHESS, 
————- > - -—- — 


(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuess Evitor.) 


The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for 
the off-season, and re-opens on Thursday, tst 
October. 


The Tokyo Chess Club is closed for the holiday- 
season; it will reopen on Friday, the 2nd of Oct. 


SoLuTIon or PrRosiem No, 230. 
WHITE. BLACK, 
1—KttoBs 1—P takes R 
2—O takes P(Kt7) ch. 2—K to K 6, or 
3—O to Kt sq., mate B covers 
if 2—IK<X takes Kt 


3—O to B 3, mate 
2 if i—K takes Kt 


2—O toOB7ch. 2a—K toO5or Kt 5 
3—O to B 3, mate 
if 1—P takes Kt 
2—O to O7 ch. 2—K to K4 
3--VU to UO 5, male 


if 2—B covers 
3—O takes B, mate 
2 : if 1—Kt to B2 
2—Bto Ktor PtakesO 


if 2—K takes O 


2—O to K 5 ch. 
3—Kt to K 6, mate 


3—P to O 4, mate 


2—Kt to K 6 ch: 
3—B to B 7, mate 


2—O takes K P ch, 
3—P to O Kt 4, mate. 


Correct answers received from W.H.S., Omega, 
and J.D. . 


ifi—PtoO4 
a——K °K 4 


if 1—P takes P 
2—K takes Kt 


Digitized by (Soc gle 


printed solution, 


PROBLEM No, 232. 
By W. B. Mason. 
(Dedicated to ‘‘ Digamma.”) 
BLACK. 


Wd 


if, 
YY 
- he 
Wy Z 


Yl. 








WHite, 


White to play and mate in three moves. 


Game No. 494. 

The following temarkably fine and _ brilliant 
game was played recently between two Russian 
players, The chess editor of The Times remaiks 
that it “ may well crank among the finest examples 
of modern chess.” 


STAUNTON’S OPENING. 


WHITE, BLACK. 
A. Popoy. K. Sipujewski. 
1—Pto K 4 imPto K 4 
2—Kito K B3 2—Ki toQO B3 
3—P to B3 3—Kito KB3 
4—Q to R 4 (a) 4—BtoB4 
5—-Bto Kts5 5—Q to K 2 (b) 
6—Castles 6—Castles 
7—Pt0Q4 7—P takes P 
8—P takes P 8—Bto Kt3 
9—PtoK 5 g—Kt to K sq. 
1o—Kt to O B3 10—Q to O sq. 
t11—Kt to O 5 11i—Ptwo KR3 
12—BtoK3 12—Kt to K 2 
13—Kt to B4 13—-Pwo OB3 
14—B to 03 14—P to O 4 (c) 
15—O to B2 15—Kt to O B 2 (d) 
16—Kt to K R 4 (e) 16—Pto K Kti4 
17—KitoR5 17—P takes Kt 
18—B takes R P 18—Kt to K 3 (f) 
19—Bto BS 19—K to R sq. 
20—QO Rto O sq. 20—R to K Kt sq. 
21—Bto R7 21—R to Kt 3 (g) 
22—B takes R 22—Kt takes B 
23—B to K 3 23—Kt to Kt 2 
24—Kt to B6 24—BtoK By4 
25—QO to K2 25—O to O B sq. 
26—B to B sq. (h) 26—B to O sq. (i) 
27—P to K Kt 4 27—P takes P e.p. 
28—B P takes P 28—B to R6 
29—O0 to K3 29—B takes Kt 
30—O to R6ch. 30—K to Kt sq. 
31—P takes B 31—Kt to K sq. 
32-9 R to K sq. (j) 32—B to K3 
33—P toK R4 33—O to B2 
34—K to R2 34—Kkt to B sq. 
35—Rto K Bg 35—O to 


36—Kt toh s 


37—K to R sq. 


30—P to R 5 (k) 
37—R to Kt 4 ch. (1) 


38—B to B 4 38—PtoOB4 
39—R to Kt 7 39—Kt(K sq.) takes P 
40—B to K 5 and White wins. 

NOTES. 


(a) As ata later stage the Queen has to retire to Q B a, 
she might as well have been played to that square at once. 

(b) The Black Queen should have been left at her square, 

(c) This frees Black’s game. 


(d) z5...,.. P to K B 4 would have shut off the attack. 
(¢) The sacritice of the Knight is well conceived. 
. ts ag the mate threatened by B to R 7 ch., followed 
y 0 % 
(zg) The best way of sacrificing the exchange. 
ti Making way for Q to K 3 threatening Q to R 6 ch, 
i) The only reply. 

4) It was tempting to threaten 33—R takes Kt ch, and 34—Q 
to At7 mate. but White misses the following winning varia- 
tion :—32—Q takes Kt ch., P takes Q ; 33—P toB7 ch, K to B 
8q-; 34—P takes Kt (Q) dis. ch., K takes Q; 35—Q R to Kaq. 
ch., B to K 3 (best); 36—R to B6, K to K 2; 5;—Bto Kt Ss, and 
wins. 

(k) To prevent the interposition of the Knight when th 
nick checks at Kt 4. " . “ 


at It is obvious that Black cannot capture the Rook with the | ¢ 
is 


ishop. 


Game No. 495. 
EVANS GAMBIT. 
(Notes from the Newcastle Weekly Chronicle.) 


WHITE, BLACK, 
: West Hartlepool. Hull. 
I—PtoK4 I—P to K 4 
2—Ktto K B3 2—Kt to 0 B3 


3-—Bto B4 3-—BtoB4 
4—Castles 4—Ktto B 3 
5—P to a Kt 4 5—B takes 
6—PtoB3 6—BtoR4 
7—PtoQ4 7—Castles 
8—Kt takes P (a) 8—Kt takes K P 
g—BwOs5 o—Kt takes Kt 
10—B takes Kt 10—Kt to Kt 
m—OtoR5 11—B to Kt 3 (b) 
12—B to Kt 5 12—O to K sq. 
13—Kt ae 13—O to K3 
14—Pto K Bg 14—P to K Bg 
15—P to K Kt 4 I5—P takes B 
10—P to BS 16—O to K sq. 
17—P takes Kt 17—P takes P (c) 
18—R takes R 18—O takes R 
19—Q takes P 19—O to B2 
20—O takes P 20—P to f 4 
21—Q to Ki 2 21—P to B3 
22—R to K Bsq. 22—O to Ki 3 
23—Kt to B3 23—Bto K3 
24—R to K sq. 24—R to K sq. 
25—PtoK R4q 25— "oO 5 
206—B to O 2 26—PtoO B4 
27—P takes P 27—B takes P 
28—K to R sq. 28—R to K B sq. 
29—KttoK 5 29--O to Kt sq. 
30—Kt to B 3 (d) 30—O0 to O 2 
31I—Ktto K 5 3I—O0 to O3 
32—0 to K2 32—R to B7 
33—Q to Kt § 33—PtwQ5 


34—Resigns (e) 


(a) The position is now the same as in the Richardson attack: 

(b) This is the book move; but I consider P toQ B 3 much 
better, as it protects the ray prepares for Pio 4 keeps 
up the attack on White's QB, shuts in his Queen’s Kt and 
Rook, and gives Black even at this early stage what looks like 
a won game, 

(c) This looks bad, as it loses a valuable pawn, but it probably 
saves the game, for if 1 takes P; 18—Bto Ky R to Ba; 
97—-OQ toQs, ys Q 3; 20—R takes R, K takes R (best); 21— 
R to B sq. ch., K takes B; 22—Q to Kt § ch., winning the Queen 
at ‘east. 

(d) It is perhaps necessary to explain here that White know- 
ing they have the other game won, are playing for a draw here 
which would win the match. 

(ec) Resigns, for if P to B 4, 33—B to Q 4 ch. and mate follows 
in three more moves, If 33—QtoK 8ch., Black wins a piece 
at least, Black has played the end game admirably. 


Game No. 496. 


Played some time ago in a match between the 
Shes London and Cambridge University Chess 
lubs. 


CENTRE GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
W. H. Trenchard, H. E. Atkins. 
1—P to K 4 I—PtoK4 
2—PtoQO 4 2—P takes P 
3—O takes P 3—Kt to B3 
4—-O to K3 4—Kt to B3 
5—PtoK 5 5—Kt to K Kt 5 
6—O to K4 a ee 
7-—P takes P(e.p.) ch. 7—=Bto K3 
8—B to K 2 (a) 8—Ktto KB3 
o—P takes P 9—O takes P 

lo—O to OR 4 10o—BtoO Bg 
11—Kt to O B 3 (b) 11i—Castles K R 
12—Kt to K B 3 (c) 12—PtoO R3 
13—Castles 13—B to O Kt 5 (d) 
14—Kt to O 4 (e) 14—Kt takes Kt 
15—O takes B 15—Kt takes P 
16—O to K R 4 (f) 16—Kt takes R 
17—BtoK Kt5 17—Kt to O04 
18—B to 03 18—PtoK Bg 
19—Kt takes Kt 19—B takes Kt 
20—R takes Kt 20—O R to K sq. 
21—R to O B sq. 21—O toR4 
(22—-Ow O4 22—K to K § ch. 
23—R takes R 23—-O takes R chi. 
24—B to B sq. 24—-O toK 5 
25-0 takes O 25—P takes O 
26—P to OR3 26—R to B sq. 
27—B to O 2 27—R to B7 (!) 
28—B to B3 28—R to B 8 (!) 


29—P to B3 29—B to B 5 (!) 


and White resigns. 


NOTES. 


(a) Not 8—P takes P, at once, because Black replies with 
Disscis QtoQ8ch.; 9—K takes Q, Kt takes Pch.; 1o—-K to K 
sq Kt takes Q, and Black has much the superior development ; 
the White P at B7 is bound to fall, ; 

(b) Much better than z1—Ktto K B 3 on accountof 12... 
Kt to Kt 5; 12—Castles, Q to Kt 3, and wins. 

(c) This is safe now, 12,,,... Kt to Kt 5 would be met by 13— 


Kt to K 4. 
(d) A subtle move to be followed, if its fell purpose is not per- 
ceived, by r4...... P Kt 


4- 

(ec) White perceives his danger, and in reply to 14....., Pto Kt 

would play 15—Kt takes B, but the course chosen results in 
the loss of the exchange and a Pawn. 14—Kt to K Kt 5 was much 
better for White, Black would then play 14—K Q 2 with the 
superior game, 

te) This and the following moves are made with a view to 
attack, but Black having the advantage in material simplifies 
the game, and finally by a series of strong moves wins a piece 
(with more to follow) whereupon White resigns. 


Toxyo Cuess Cuus. 


The Tokyo Chess Club closed its meetings for 
the season yesterday afternoon. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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MAIL STEAMERS. 
—_——_—__@—_—_—— 
Taek NAXT MAIL IS DUA 


From America ......... oer P. M. Co. Tharsday, June 6th.* 
From America .....0.0 perO.%& QO. Co. Sunday, May gzst f 
From Hongkong ...... ‘per P. M. Co. Friday, May agth.$ 
"from Hongkong ..... .per P.& O.Co. Satarday, May goth] 
Brom Europe, via 

Hongkong ...csccccces per M. M. Co Monday, June rst.9 
From Europe, via 

Hongkong ..c.esceres per N. 1D. lloyd Wed'day, June zoth. 
From Canada, &C...... per C. P. R. Cu. Manday, June isth, 
Krom Hongkong ...... perC. P.R.Co. Thursday, June 18th, 


en anciaenen seen Celanese eee 

* China left San Francisco via Honolulu on May seth. t Doric 
left San Francisco via Honolulu on May rath. | Verona left 
Kobe on May agth. | Océanien(with French mail) left Hongkong 
on May 33rd. 


THE NAXT MAIL 1 Bavas 
for Victoria, B.C....... per N. P. Co. Sunday, ‘May 31st. 








for Europe, vid Shang: 

Di ssecevccrreeceesensecers per M. M. Co, Sunday, May 3rst 
For America .......c0008 per P. M, Ca. Sundav, May 31st. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per O.R. & N.Co. Thursday, Jone 4th. 
For HongkOng vices per P.& QU.Co. Saturday, June 6th 
For Europe, vid Hong- 

WOMM .reccereccocccesonees per N. 1). tlovd Saturday, June egth. 
For Hongkong .....s0 perC. P.R.Co. Monday. June rth. 
for Canada, &c._..... per C.P.R. Co.  Briday, June zgth. 

LATEST SHIPPING. 
—_————_—__——_- 
ARRIVALS. 


Glenorchy, British steamer, 1,822, Frake, 231d 
May,—Hongkong 17th May, General.— Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Strathnevis, British steamer, 1,863, Pattie, 23rd 
May,—Kobe 21st May, General.—Dodwell, 
‘Carlitl & Co. 

Saikio Mayu, Japanese steamer, 1,350, G. W. 
Conner, 23rd May,—Shanghai vid ports, 15th 
May, Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Ceres, German steamer, 2,662, J. Bebren, 24th 
May,—Hamburg vid ports, and Hongkong 17th 
May, General.Simon, Evers & Co. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- 
bald, 4th) May,—Vancouver, B.C., 11th May, 
Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway 
Co. 

Hivoshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, C. A. 
Anderson, 25th May,—Otaru vid posts, 2Ist 
May, General.—Nippon Yuseu Kaisha. 

Manila, British steamer, 2,711, R. L. Haddock, 
asth May,—London vid ports, and Kebe 231d 
May, General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Glenogle, British steamer, 2,398, Gasson, 25th 
May,—Lendon vid ports, and Shanghai 17th 
May, General.—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 

Brindisi, British steamer, 2,265, IT. Wickenden, 
25th May,—London vid ports, and Kobe 24th 
May, General.—P. & O.S.N. Co. 

Detriot (6), U.S. cruiser, Commander J.S. Newell, 
25th May,—Chefoo vid Kobe, 24th May. 

Fred E. Sanders, American schooner, 389, Carlson, 
2sth May,—Port Gamble, Washington, 281 
March, vid Port Townsend 31st, Lumber.— 
American Trading Co. . 

Tolna, American yacht, 78, Count Festetics, 26th 
May,—Sydney, vid different Islands, 24th May. 
—Captain and Owner. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 26th 
May,—Nagasaki 231d May, Coal.—Mitsu Bishi 
Sha. 

Germanva, German steamer, 1,714, Bendixen, 
26th May,—Batavia vid Amoy, Ballast.—M. 
Raspe & Co. 

Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, Yoshizawa, 
28th May,—Hakodate 26th May, General. 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. | 

Olympia, British steamer, 2,608, Truebridge, 28h 
May,——Hongkong vid ports, 16th May, General. 
—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Breconshire, British steamer, 1,648, Peebles, 28th 
May,—Kobe 26th May, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co, 

Charleston (8), U.S. cruiser, Captain G. W. Coffin, 
28th May,—Kobe 27th May. 

Coptic, British steamer, 2,940, Inman Sealby, 28th 
May,—Hongkong vid ports, 13th May, Mails 
and General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Empress of Fapan British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, 29th May,—Hongkong vid ports, 2oth 
May, Maits and General.—Canadian Pacific 
Railway Co. 

Swatow, German steamer, 631, Jaspetson, 29th 
May,—Manila, General.—Cheat Yen & Co. 
City of Rio de Faneiro, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wi. Ward, 2gth May,—Hongkong via ports, 
2st May, Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Toyohashi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,870, N. 
Trennt, 23rd May,—Hakodate, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
24th May,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—P. & OQ, S.N. Co. 





City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, 24th May,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, 
Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi. 
bald, 25th May,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Toyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,548, Hayashi, 
26th May,—Honolulu, Mails and General.— 
Mitsui Bussan Kaisha: 

Glenorchy, British steamer, 1,822, Frake, 26th 
May,—London vid ports, General.—Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, C. A. 
Anderson, 26th May,—Kobe, General.=-Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Konoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,034, K. Ito, 
26th May,—Otaru vid ports, General.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Saikio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, G. W. 
Conner, 261 May,—Shanghai vi& ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Swift (5), British gunboat, Commander R. K. 
McAlpine, 261 May,—Behring Sea. 

Teucer, British steamer, 1,802, Ritey, 26th May,— 
Londow vid po:ts, General.—Butterfield & Swire. 

Shibata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,714, Matsu- 
moto, 26th May,—Niigata, General.—-Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Glengarry, British steamer, 1,985, Ferguson, 27uh 
May,— Hongkong vid Kobe, General.— Jardine, 
Mathesow & Co. 

H. Bischoff, German ship, 2,708, Schwarting, 27U) 
May,—New York vid Kobe, General.—Simon, 
Evers & Co. 

Amarapoora, British 
Cameron, 27th May,—Antwerp, 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Sendai Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,034, Olsen, 
27th May,—Nlanila, Geue:al.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Brindisi, British steamer, 2,265, T. Wickenden, 
28th May,—Bombay vid Kobe, General.—P. & 
O. S.N. Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 28th 
May,—Nagasaki, Gener al.— Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Germania, German steamer, 1,714, Bendixen, 
28th May,—Moji, General.—M. Raspe & Co. 
Ceres, Gesman steamer, 2,662, Von Binger, 2gth 
May,—Havee and Hamburg, Mails and Gene- 

ral.—Simon, Evers & Co. 

Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, Yoshizawa, 
2gth May,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Empress of Fapan, British steamer, 3,003, G. A. 
Lee, 30th May,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and 
General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 


— 


steamer, 1,619, W. D. 


General.— 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per Japanese steamer Saikio Maru, from Shang- 
hai viA ports:—Mr. W. Harnie, Mr. Velman, 
Mes. Sutherland, Mrs. Davenport and child, Lieut. 
and Mrs. Sagara, Lieut. Tsuchida, Count A. 
Orzesgko, Mv. E. J. Plaza, Captain Brown, Mr. 
B. H. Pearson, and Rev. H. Loomis in cabin ; 
Mr. and Mrs, Babranikoff and Mrs, and Miss 
Obsiasskin in second class, and 27 Japanese aud 
7 Chinese in steerage. 

Pec British steamer Empress of China, from 
Vancouver, B.C. :—Mr. J. W. Berry, Mr. F. H. 
Balfour, Mr. and Mrs, C. A. Black, Mrs. Joseph 
Black, Master Joseph Black, Mr. C. H. Black, 
Mr. and Mrs. N. E. Bryant and 3 children, Bishop 
Bowman, Mrs. Bowman, Captain W. T. Crawford, 
Miss J. M. Gheer, Rev. J. Dooman, Mr. C. de 
Grandprey, Mr. W. P. Halliday, Mr. Douglas 
Halliday, Mr. R. J. Ker, Mr. Odagiri, Miss 
Olinda, Rev. S. C. Partridge, Mr. and Mrs. 
Sands, Captain and Mrs. Schinzinger, Miss E. 
R. Scidmore, and Miss L. B. Smith in cabin; 12 
passengers iw second class, and 92 passengers in 
steerage. 

Per British steamer Brindiss, from London via 
ports:—Mr. and Mrs, Jones in cabin. 

Per British steamer Olympia, from Hongkong 
vid ports:—Mr, F. J. Norman, Rev. S. W. Lela- 
cheur, Rev. and Mrs. Corbett and children, Miss 
May Corbett, Miss Grace Corbett, Miss Jenny 
Corbett, and Master Chas. Corbett in cabin; 98 
passengers in steerage. 

Per British steamer Coptic, from Hongkong vid 
ports:—Mr. N. Degourtin, Me. A. Herbert, Mr. 
C.C. Clark, Mr. Harry Arthur, Mrs, Dixon, Rev. 
Huie Ken, Mr. D. Muir, Lieut. A. Loundes, R.N., 
Mr, J. A. Patsons, Mr. H. R. Bostwick, Mrs. 
Davis, Mrs. Jernigan, 2 children and amah, Mr. 
A. Reynolds, Rev. and Mrs. Munson and 2 childe 
ren, Mrs. Carroll, infant and native servant, Mrs. 
Kelso and 3 children, and Mr. and Mrs. Roman 
Romano and infant iu cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, from 
Hongkong vid ports:—Judge Mowat, Captain 
McElhinny, Mr. H. F, Sannan, Mrs. W. G. 
Bayne, Mr, J. Hall, Mr. CG J. Fraser, Mr. and 


Google 





Mrs. H. B. Ames, Mr. C. M. Ames, Miss Ames, 
Miss G. Jubin, Mr. Swineston, Prince Mirsky, 
Mr. P. Ross, Mr. and Mes. S. Moutrie and child, 
Mr. Kopsch, Mrs. Sherman and child, Surgeon 
P.M. May, Mr. A. Fleet, Mrs. Macklin and 4 
children, Mr. G. Jamieson, Misses Jamieson (2), 
Major and Mrs. Wrottesley, Major and Mis. 
Pemberton, Mrs. Welman and child, Mr. and 
Mrs. G. Palmer, Lieut. D. Paul, and Surgeon 
Godding in cabin. For Vancouver, B.C. :—Mr. 
B. Matsuki, Mr. G Flood, Mr. S. Garfield, Rev. 
and Mrs. McKenzie, Mr. and Mrs. E. P. Wick- 
ham, Mr. J. Mote, Miss L. Gaynor, Mi. and Mes. 
J. Price and child, Mr. and Mrs. R. Cooke, Mr. 
W. G. Allen, Mr. W. Brewer, Mr. R. Lnglis, Mr. 
W.A. Cruickshank, Mr. and Mrs, Goodman and 
child, Mrs. McDougall and child, Master K. 
Robinson, Miss Cuthbert, Mr. A. Stewart, Mr. 
and Mrs. A. S. McLeod, Misses McLeod (3), and 
Mr. Coney in cabin; 12 passengers in second 


class, and 401 passengers In steerage, 


Per American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
from Hongkong vid ports :—Mrs. Stewait Lock- 
hart, 2 childten and amah, Mrs. Milward, Mrs. 
J. Davis, Mrs. J.C. Leonard, and Mr. C. Roghe 
in cabin. DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Ancona, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Miss J. C. Porter, Mr. C. W. Arcnould, 
Mr. A. N. McConnell, and Mr. and Mrs. Son 
Lun in cabin 3 one Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Empress of China, for 
Hongkong vid ports :—Mrs. Wolseley Cox, Mr. 


S. ¥. French, Mr, J. Brandenburg, Mr. and Mrs. 


Heidorn, Mr. E. A. Measor, Captain Tillett, Mr. 
H. E. Harries, Judge Mowatt, Mr. W.P. Holliday, 


and Mr. D. Holliday in cabin; Mr. M. Risk and 


Mr. J. Dick in second class. 
Per Japanese steamer Satkio Maru, for Shanghai 


vid parts :—Miss A. Hapgood, Mrs. Howard, Mr. 
S. Maass, Me. H. With and party, Miss K. Lay, 


Mr. Sheane:, Mr. and Mis. Richardson and 2 


children, Me. Souvhagen, Mr. Limbeck, and Mr. W. 


Hawes in cabin; Mr. Takagi and Mrs. Richard- 


son’s atuah in second class, and 53 Japanese in 
steerage. 


Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for Van 
couver, B.C.:—M:. G, Addie, Captain Agnew, 
Mr. W. Allen, Me. R, Arai and 2 children, Major 
Herbert Armstrony, Mrs. Herbert Armstrong, 
Mr. J. W. Bacon, Mc. G. Barnsley, Miss A. 
Barrett, Mr. H. W. Bartol, Mrs. H. W. Bartol, 
Mr. Chas. C. Beaman, Mis. Chas. C. Beaman, 
Miss Beaman, Miss Helen Beaman, Miss Biles, 
Professor J. H. Biles and valet, Mr. Bitch, Mr. 
H. Bompas, Mr. W. Brewer, Mr. A. G. Bristow, 
Mrs. Buller and maid, Master Buller, Mrs. G. S. 
Carmichael, Mr. Coney, Mr. Cooke, Mrs. Cooke, 
Mr. A. L. Corry, Mr. W. Cruickshank, Mr. F. 
D. Cunningham, Mes, F. D. Cunningham, Miss 
Cuthbert, Count D’Oryesyko, Mc. H. Faber, Mr. 
Fairweather, Mrs. Fairweather, Colonel Fenner, 
Mis. Fenner, Mc. Figgis, Miss K. Figgis, Mr. G, 
Flood, Mr. Garfield, Miss Garrett, Mr. Goodinan, 
Mrs. Goodman, Mr. Greenfield, Dr. Lucy Gaynor, 
Mr. J]. Hamilton, Captain E. Wilson Haswell, 
Mc. T. Hirota, Mr. H. Hoare, Mr. R. Inglis, Mr. 
W. S. Jackson, Mr. Carl Jungermann, Miss 
Karslake, Miss Kewkewick, Dr. W, Kirk, Mr. 
Kittredge, Madame Kurino and 3 childien, Mr. 
J. Malcolm Lyon, Mrs. J. Maicolin Lyon, Mr, B. 
Matsuki, Mr. H. Matuta, Mrs. McDougall and 
child, Captain McElhinney, Rev. Mc. McKenzie, 
Mrs. McKenzie, Mr. McLeod, Mrs. McLeod, 
Misses McLeod (3), Mr. J. Mote, Mr. Mullens, 


Sir Andrew Noble and valet, Miss Noble and 


maid, Mr. John Noble, Mr. W. G. Norris, Mr. 
Price, Mrs. Price, Master K. Robertson, Mr, 


Sakaguchi, Mr. Sale, Miss Schwann, Miss M. 


Schwanan, Captain M. L. Shipley, Mts. M. L, 
Shipley, Miss Stewart, Mr. A. Stewart, Colonel 
C. E. Swaine, Mr. S. Takata, Mrs. J. Livingstone 
Taylor, Mc. H. E. Waite, Mr. G. F. Watson, 
Colonel Philip Watts, Miss Watts, Mr. White- 
house, Mrs. Whitehouse, Mr. Whitehouse, Jun., 
Mr. G. Whitelaw and valet, Mis. G. Whitelaw 
aud maid, Mr. E. P. Wickham, Mrs. E. P. Wick- 
ham, and Mr. Windsor in cabin, 





CARGO. 
Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for 
Vancouver, B.C.: 


TEA. 
CHICAGO NSW YORK 


CANADA, AND AND PACIFICOTHER TOTAL, 

WEST. BA&ST. COAST. CITIES, 
Hongkong 48 _ — _ 30 78 
Colombo ...... _ - - - 89 
Kobe'. 1,772 1,345 = 55! —- = 3,668 
Yokohama ... 2,036 3,801 1,906 _ — 7,743 


Total ...+0 3,855 5,146 2,457 89 30 11,578 
SILK. 


NEW YORK. OTHER CITIES. TOTAL. 

Shanghai eeeeseeeseetae 3140 eat asecsee on eee cet ece 540 
Yokohama eee restesare 138 eececetece = eecocecee age 
Se ed ee 


Total O00 008 cep bee cas o8e 371 TUR ey 378 
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LATEST COMMERCIAT. 





IMPORTS. 


Yarn is moving freely now, and the fine counts 
show an advance in prices. Some enquiries for 
Grey Shirtings at last, but all other Cottons re- 
main dull. In Woollens nothing done beyond a 
few small parcels of Black Italian Cloth. 


COTTON PLECH Gods, 


Per riacer, 
Grey Shistings—S8$th, shh yds. gyiacher $2.40 to 2.80 
Grey Shirtings—olh, 38h yds. q5inches 2.70 to 3.25 
P. Cloth—7%h, 24 se i jainches ...... 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—t2 yards, gyinches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, yoinches,, 200 to 4.75 


PRM YARD, 
o 16 to 0.22 

PER viece, 
8,00 to 10,00 


Cotton—Italians ‘and Satteens Mack, 
OH DUNO cic cee esa acdecendeivounn 


Velvets—Black, 35 yards,azinches .. 


Victoria Lawas, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 075 to 0.90 
TurkeyReds—z.0 to 2.4tb, 24/25 yards, 
30 inches ., 1.50 to 4 65 
Turkey Reds—2. 8 to 31h, 24/25 yards, z 
40 inches .. 1.70tu t.90]5 
Turkey Reds—;, 8 to ‘4b, 24/35 yards, 3 
32 inches . a.toto 2.50/38 
Turkey Reds—4.8 8 to 0 stb, 24/25 yards, 
azinches .. 27oto 43.10 
WOOL. !. fens, eRe TAME, 
Flannel..... ... $0.30 tv 0.476 
Italian C loth, 40 ‘yards, sai ine ches hest 9.35 to o.gt 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 42 inches 
Medium 030 to 0,324 
Italian Cloth, 40 varie, 2 ‘inches 
Common ,,.... 0.25 tv 0.274 
Mousseline de! aive—C: rave, ae ‘pads, 
at inches... sincere OAS ty ace 
Cloths—Pilots, 51 @ Shi inches ...... we §=95 (00.50 
Cloths—Presidents, 5; @ 56inches ... 0.60 toa.45 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ §6 inches ......... 0.40 '89.70 
Menlete—Scaitet and ehaebate 3t to posh 
per th : - 060 tua 75 
, ie ol toot YA RS, vaER rICUQ&e 
Nun. 16/24, Singles ............. » $36-s0 to 38.50 
Nos. 28/32, SN OOB: niscatticapn ee baeatecee 4.00 to 41.50 
ae a ee 44.00 to 45.00 
VOC: $8, COOMBS acecciscscectses 44.00 to 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ... 47.50to 49.50 
Rea: i, PPM inh coe cialsae acaciwci deat eckes 
Nos. 2/80, Plada... ...ccoase.s Nominal, 
ed = 
Nos, 2/60, Gasse 76.00 to 8.00 
Nes. 2 80, Gassed .. 92.00 tov 97.00 
Nos. 2; 100, Gassed .. + 185.00 to 125.00 
MICTALS. 
Fair business in [ron at quotations, Bars 


especially being the favourite, and considerable 
business done in them “ for ar:ival.”” Plate and 
Sheet quiet, but Galvanized is iu ree Nails 
neglected in spite of higher cost at home. 

Pam PICUL, 


Mlat Wars, dinch.. - #3.30 to 3.35 


Flat Bars, binch.. beneane seorcsere $35 tO 3.40 
Round and square ap tu a inch pebunaces 3.30 to 3.40 
tron Plates, assorted ., a 3.60 to 3.70 
Sheet Iron . 4.50 to 4.70 
Galvanized Iron sheets . 9.00 to 9.25 
Wire Nails, assorted . 5.50 to 5.60 
fiw lates, per box tescssees 5,00 10 5-20 
Pig TeOig Me Bore vicses ctewsssssscenrcs 885 601.90 


KEROSENE, 


Not much doing; but holders make a show of 
strength, and prices are said to be firmer. 
AMOTICRE ee 000010000 sce ccc sce cceceescccccccecce $8.85 CO 3.25 


WR RRBERG: sicisva.sse 200030 si sen scncetses sc ciecisese. 0,96 £0 9.830 
Langkat COE ORE Eee TET ee ROE RE Ree ee eee OH ee eee —_/ 


SUGAR, 


Brown—Small business and pricesthe turn lower, 
Takao—A few sales at a reduction in price. White 
—Java unchanged; Refined, quiet but steady, 

ree vicut, 
Hrown Takao .....0..ccc0ssesseeee. Nom. $4.10 to 4,20 
Brown Manila .... saceccenreceersecene $200 CO 5.10 


Brown Daitong (New) . srsccccessrssnocceses $.8§ tO 3.90 
Brown Canton ...... sessescsccesesecss 3,80 tO 4.80 
White Java and Penang ssoececsersescecss 6.75 ta 6.80 
White Refined . semandss 6,75 to 9.30 


EXPORTS. 


RAW SILK. 


Market quiet and small daily business in Fila- 
tures. Prices recede slowly as owners cannot 
hold very strongly at this advanced stage of the 
season. In spite of all rumours, the New crop 
appears to make fair progress. A muster bundle 
or two of Re-reels have come in, but these are not 
of the best quality and give no guide as to new 
produce. Probably other small parcels will arrive 
ere long. 

QUOTATIONS. 

Filatures—lxtta g'tt, to/i2 deny... 

Filatures—I'xtra 13/15, 14/16.dlen... 


Nom. $760 to 770 
Nom. 


Filatures—No, 8, to/ty leniers......ceeceee gee to 750 
Filatuces—No. 0, 14/05, rglt@ chem... see § to 675 
Filatures—No, 7 toftg deniers ..,........ 710. t0 720 
Filatuces—No, 09, 69/16, tg/tydem. ...... 635 to 645 
Filatures—No. 2, 10/15 deniers... ...cs00. 560 tO 680 
Filatures—No. 2, 04/18 deniers ........00... 620 to 625 
Re-ceelsa——No. 6, 63/15, t4/tO deme ..ccceree 30 

Re-reels—No. th, 14/16, 14/17 deniers...... 610 to 620 


Diaitize 


Re-reels-—-No. 2, 0 g/t8 demions uc... ce cee ae 
Re-reels—No, a4, 14/68 deniers 
Re-reels—No. 4, «4/20 deniers... 
Kakedas—lixtew 2.0... cc. cee cee eee 
Kakedas—No. i ....cecee es 
Kakedas—No. t4....... saaceaccecee 
Ae OGM ORNS 2. ss sccices-c00iee abana cinone 
Kaxedas—No. a4.. 


580 to 590 
seeeaneee §70 tO 575 

.. Nom. 550 to 560 
Nom. ones 


. Nom. 
viseee 600 to 610 
WASTE SILK 
Small business, but holders are ficm for any- 
thing showing good quality. uotations un- 
changed, Stock remain at about 6,0C0 piculs. 
QUOTATIONS. 


Noshi—Filature, Hest ..........0 ~nos to 110 
Noshi—Filature, Good ......... 0.6... cce eee too to 105 
NoshimOshu, West... oc... cccseeceeceeseeceeeee BRO tO 195 
NoshimOshu, Good  ....ccccccseseesseseeccecee 105 tO 110 
Noshi—Oshu, Medisnt .........sc0csecseeeeeee 1OO tO 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ... 0.0.0... ..0 ccc ene eee — 

Noshi—Shinsliu, Good 0 ....0.cccceecceceeces §5 tO 65 
Noshi—Bushiut, West ........c.c.cccceeveresecee HOS tO 110 
Noshi—Bushu, Good oo. .cccccceceeerseeeeeee Q5 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Mediunt.............s0c00008. QO to 24 
Noshim Joshi, Good .......00.cecsvereseeeeeeee 60 to 65 
NoshimJoshis, Fate ........ccecccccssorscseces §5 tO 574 
KibisomFilature, Hest ......ccccsececeeeeeee 85° tO QO 
KibisomFilature, Seconds .......0...6008. 75 to 80 


TEA. 

A good steady trade, buyers operating chiefly 
in the Medium grades, which are comparatively 
dear as against Fine and Choice teas. Prices 
here are lower than in Kobe. It is said that some 
of this week’s purchases have been made on ac- 
count of orders wired up from the southern port. 


QUOTATIONS. 


CHOTCEBE 0. c00 ces csccve ese sng ceeceg cas ean eee » $30 up 

DEER ai ediaticse veined sp ieacebctsbeenietecte esse ST 86. 28 
Finest .. saves sacnbe a5 to 26 
Fine .. sencescancceccgscassnceccesenssccyss 23 £0 84 
Good Medium — sobbayssads WOdCpRpaneanctberbens: SE 20 S8 
Medium ......++ ca sbemerscteaticwmea, a to. 30 
Good Common .. ssnetbeé wma Ibo 69 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, May 2gth. 
The following changes in theshare market dur- 
ing the period from the 16th to the 2oth inst, are 
reported from Hongkong :— 


May 16th. May 20th, 
Uniow Tusnranee.,....... $an7 Sa. $222.50 Sa. 
China Traders.,..... $80 N. $79.50 S. 
CA: AO a icbecsancgoans at S. $93.50S 
H.C. & M. Steamboats.$33.75 B. $34 S. 


a 


619 
F Indo Chinas.,.....s00 $67 B. $66 Sa. 
| Douglasses pods cnedsseaaes $54.50 Sa. $56 Sa. 
China Mutual L, 19 ...£8.5 Bi 8.10 S. 
Chita Sugacs ...scccccees 115.50 Sa. 118 Sa. 
Luzon Sugars ............$60 B. $61 Sa. 
Punjom Mines,........06 $15.75 S. $16 S. 

do Preference shares. $4 S. $3.90 B. 
Balmoral Mines ......000$2 N. $2.25 N. 
Raub Mines...,......0.+..$2-25 B. $5. 3° S. 
a Me see $2. i 


H. & W. Docks es per cent. S. 182°/, B 


Hongkeng Lands ,.....$72 Sa. $71.50 B. 
Hongkong Hotels ......$33 Sa. $33.50 B. 
A. S. Watsons.......0000:$13 Sa. $13.25 S. 
Hongkong Electrics ...$6.90 Sa. $6.85 Sa. 
Hongkong Ropes ...,..8120 Sa. $119.50 S. 
Geo. Feuwicks.....,......$25 S. $24.50 Sa. 


Locally, Japaw Breweries and Club Hotel 
Debeutures have again been placed at $190 and 
$107, ex accrued interest up to date respectively, 
Laugfeldts are wanted at $165, whilst Club Hotels 
can be had at $70 cum dividend. Grand Hotels 
are enquired for at $155 and Oriental Hotels at 
$130 Japan. Breweries are steady at $190, at 
whieh tate move shares are wanted, 


EXCHANGE. 


Exchange continues to be matked by great 
stability. 


Sterling—Bank T.T.  ....ccceccceceeoes 
— Bills on demand...,.. 
— 4 months’ sight ,..... 

Private 4 months’ sight,..... 2/3 

6 mouths’ sight,.,... 2/34 

On Paris—Bank sight .......secsesseeee 2:79 

On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight ,,.2. ae tod 

On Howghong—~Bank | re of a 

Private 1odays’sight.12°/, d. 

On Shanstii-tae’ SiQhE secccvessece JBE 

Private 10 days’ sight... 734 

On India—Bank sight .......sescesseeee IQI 

Private 30 days’ sight...... 193 

On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 54 

Private 4 months’ sight 56 

On Germany—Bank sight .........00. 2-26 

Private 4 months’ sight 2.30to} 

But Silver (London)... ...ccocseceseee 31455 10} 


2/2 
2/2¢ 
2/2i3 








WORKS 





nders 





In curing torturing, disfig- 
uring, humiliating humors of 
the Skin, Scalp, and Blood 
when all else fails. 


SPEEDY CURE TREATIENT.—Warm baths with CUTICURA 
SOAP, gentle applications of CUTICURA (ointment), the great skin 
cure, and mild doses of CUTICURA RESOLVENT (new blood purifier). 


Sold Saeaent the world. British depot: F. Nzwnagrr & Sons, 1 
BUG AND CHEMICAL CORPORATION, Sole Proprietors, 


don. PoTTER 


Google 


CORNELL UNIV 


: sored ey ieee 


[ERSITY 





620 


T0 WHOLESALE DRUGGISTS, &c, 


A LONDON FIRM seeks an AGENT in 
this Country for their Specialités. Mat 
THEWS and Witson, South Norwood, London, 
Englani. 
May 29th, 1896. 








CAUTION! 


Messrs. J. & E. ATKINSON warn 
their customers against the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 
nasty, and from a hygienic point of view 
their use is to be strongly deprecated. 


ATKINSON'S ‘“ NATURAL” PERFUMES 


are made from flowers, and possess all their 
natural fresh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
passed either in delicacy or strength. 


ATKINSON'S “WHITE ROSE.” 
A charming Scent.’ —H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 


J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond Street, London. 








Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 


London, England. 








Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address: ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


| Saad S suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samust Baxer,in his work entitled “ The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘‘ 1 ordered the re yee Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In I 
short time I had many applicants, to whom I served out a 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills, These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satistes 
them of their value,’’ 





SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

nr. J. T. Coorsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—** I had with mea quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl! and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “stock,” 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughou 
World. May rst, 189° ¢ 





“NEW CODES AND OLD CUSTOMS.” 
By J. H.W. 


Rrintep FROM THE ‘fTapan Mast.” 
PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 
December, 20th 1894. 
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AILEMAID 


CONDENSED MILK 


The ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
J contain all the cream of the original milk. 
a In the process of manufacture nothing but 
Wii water is removed, nothing but the best 
Ail refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
athe ‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 
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m1 The Physician’s Cure 


| Ree NE ae ee 
. for Gout, Rheumatic 
| ae | Gout and Gravel; the 
> i } safest and most gentle 
fv > EME : | Medicine for Infants, 
The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 


‘Headach eart digestion, Sour Eru males, and the Sich= 
ice yp es Affections. ene; ness of Pregnancy. 





7 ——— 





ase i “Sold Throughout the World, StS 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


Apollinarts 


“TUE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 








“Incomparable in Popularity as 


in Purity.”—BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTERFIELD & SWIRH, 
YOKOHAMA. 






And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 
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FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

e MEAT-FLAVOURING 

STOCK FOR SOUPS, 

MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 
Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 

Weakness. @ : 

Keeps good in the hottest 

Climates, and for any 

To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIC’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence. 
Whatever is intended for insertion in the «JAPAN 
Weak ty Maiv”’ must be authenticated by the name 
and address of the writer, not for publication, but as a 
guarantee of good faith. It is particularly requested that 
all letters on business be addressed to the MANaGER, 
and Cheques be made payableto same; and that literary 
contributions be addressed to the EpiTor. 








YOKOHAMA: SATURDAY Jung, 6TH, 1806. 








BIRTH. 
On the 2nd instant, at 3, Bund, the wife of P. S. 
Bent of a son. 








SUMMARY OF NEWS, 


— 


Mr. Larrin’s 39-rater Afary won the 
Cup last Saturday. 


Marquis Saronj! is holding the post of Foreign 
Minister ad inlerim. 


he next Korean Cabinet is expected to con- 
in a preponderance of Ming, 


MILITARY manceuvres will take place around 
the base of Fuji-san this summer, 


ome 


Over 6,600 dollars were subscribed by the 
Chinese community last week for the Kwang-sei 
Famine. 


{em Kino oF Korra gave a farewell audience 





to Mr. Kurino, the Japanese Minister at the Rus- 
sian Legation. __ 

His Majesty ‘rue Kine oF Spain will present 
the collar of the Order of the Golden Fleece to 
H.I.M. the Emperor, the regalia being brought 





nin. 
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out from Europe by the new Spanish Minister. 
The new Minister, Dom Luis da Cabuli y Lira, 
is expected to arrive on or about July roth. 





A PETITION pointing out the necessity of recon- 
structing Osaka Harbour has been received by 
the Authorities. 


Tue Records’ Office at Pekin, which was re- 
cently destroyed by fire, will be repaired at a 
cost of Tls. 200,000. 


To-pay H.M.S. Centurion, Alacrity, and Edgar 
leave for Kure. The Pégmy left for the Behring 





629 | Sea on Monday last. 


Marquisns Ito and Saico, and the new Go- 


vernor-General, Lieut.-General Katsura, proceed 
to Formosa on the Voshino. ; 


Very desiructive hailstorms are reported from 
Saitama Prefecture on the 3oth alt, and in 
Tochigi Prefecture on the 31st. 


A BASR-BALL nine from the U.S.S. Detroit de- 
feated a shore team on the Cricket ground on 
Wednesday by 26 runs to 15, 


Forty-Ning candidates presented themselves 
at the 21st examination for veterinary surgeons, 
but only seven managed to pass. 


THE entertainment given at the Public Hall on 


Tuesday evening by the Greyhound troupe of 
640 H.M.S. Edgar proved very enjoyable. 


Two severe shocks of earthquake followed by 


heavy floods are reported from Ecuador, South 
America, thousands of people being reported 
missing, 





646 | SENHOR Jose Catvo, the retiring Spanish Mini- 


ster to Japan, willbe received in Imperial audi- 
ence at II a.m. on the 8th inst., on this taking 
leave of Japan. 


LiguTENANT Gun}Jz is collecting a party of boys 


ranging from 14 to 20 years of age. He sails 
about the middle of June on the Zshikawa Maru 
for the island of Shinshu. 


Mr. Karamartsu Hisanixo, of Nodzu, has in- 
vented a white and a purple lacquer which 


he will show at the forthcoming exhibition of 





lacquer ware. 


It is said that the documents to be produced in 
the case against Hamano Shizen and fourteen 
Others in connection with the Water- pipe scandal 
will number 79,750 pages. 


Tue Finance Department, through the Nippon 
Ginko, will issue five kinds of Redemption War 
Bonds, their values being yen 50, yen 100, yen 
500, ven 1,000; and yen 5,000. 


———- 





Tue fund collected by the Ladies’ Committee, 
headed by H.I.H. Princess Kitashirakawa, for 
the provision of comforts for the soldiers en- 
gaged in Formosa, totals yen 30,000. 





Tue Fleet sustained their second defeat at 
cricket this season in the return match with 
Yokohama, played last Saturday. The third 
match was postponed in consequence of rain. 





Count Mutsv, in consequence of his continued 
ill-health, has resigned the post of Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, after a very successful term of 
office. He will probably proceed abroad shortly. 


A FEARFULLY destructive cyclone has swept 
over the city of St. Lonis, Missouri. It is 
estimated that upwards of a hundred persons 
have been killed whilst theusands are rendered 
homeless. The damage is set down at five 
millions sterling, and the disaster is described 


Google 
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as the worst that has occurred in the United 
States since the Johnstown calamity, 





Tue Prince or Waxes has won the Derby with 
Perstmmon, This is only the second occasion 
since the institution of the Deby in 1780 that 
the Royal colours have been in front at the 
finish, the Prince of Wales having won the 
Derby with Sir Thomas in 1788. 


_ 





SEVERAL football matches between teams from 
H.M. ships now in harbour, have taken place 
recently on the Rifle-range. They have mostly 
been rough and tumble affairs, one man from 
the Centurion geting his shoulder dislocated 
and several others sustaining contusions, 


A PRojKcT is on foot to construct a central 


tailway to Kanazawa, Shidzuoka, and Fukui, 


with a capitRoryrn ee, 6007660 of 13,000,d00. 
Another projected railway is talked of, the route 
being from Adzuma-bashi, Tokyo, to Choshi, 
Chiba Prefecture, a d-stance of 42 miles, witha 
capital of yen 850,000. 


Tue Johannesburg Reform prisoners have waited 
upon President Kruger to express their thanks 
for the clemency shown tothem. Their release 
has caused general joy throughout South Africa, 
and there has been a sharp recovery of South 
African stocks on the London market. The 
column under the command to Mr. Cecil Rhodes 
has arrived at Buluwayo. 


A TERRIBLE Catastrophe has occurred at Mos- 
cow during the holding of the people’s {éte. 
The impatience of the crowd, numbering several 
hundred thousand, to reach the sheds from 
whence food and presents were being distribut- 
ed, caused a crush in which over two thousand 
one hundred persons were trampled to death 
or seriously injured. The scenes at the Ceme- 
lery are most distressing, crowds seeking to 
identify the remains. 





THe massacres in Crete have engrossed Euro- 
pean attention this week, Russia has informed 
the Porte that the massacres will lead to grave 
results for Turkey. Thirty-five battalions of 
Turkish Regulars have been ordered to the 
island. Many of the insurgents have retreated 
to the mountains, where they have proclaimed 
the union of Crete with Greece. It is under- 
stood that all the Powers are in accord with re- 
gard to Crete. 


Tue Import trade is much as last reported, 
Yarns continue to move off steadily, and Grey 
Cloth has come in for a share of attention, 
Cottons generally, as well as Woollens, are said 
to be dull, but there is more trade doing in these 
than has been reported. The Metal trade is 
healthy, and there is a fair demand at late quo- 
tations. The Kerosene market is unchanged ; 
Oil continues to move slowly at recent quota- 
tions, and holders are strong. There is not a 
great deal doing in Sugar, a slight difference 
about values existing, but holders are firm. The 
Silk trade is in much the same condition as last 
reported. Holders are decidedly weak and 
prices tend in favour of buyers, a state of affairs 
that could not exist if the prospects of the new 
crop were as bad as they have been represented 
in certain quarters. There is not much doing 
in Waste Silk, good parcels being few and far 
between, and the greater quantity of the fibre 
now on offer is of the most undesirable kind. 
The Tea trade contiues brisk and settlements 
have been heavy. Prices, however, con- 
tinue low, and holders have been unable to 
raise values. The Glenogie, taking the first 
cargo through the Canal for New York, will 
leave with 2,000 tons or more in a few days. 
Exchange has continued steady all the week, 
a slight rise in rates beiug reported yesterday. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEER. 





—<—_____—_ 
Politically the week under review was one 
of great importance, the chief events being the 
7 teantione of Counts Mutsu and Kabayama. 
Ill-health was the true cause of their resigna- 
lions, whatever far-fetched reasons political 
agitators assign. It is to be observed, however, 
that even the Opposition papers, once so loud 
about alleged discontent on the part of the ex- 
Governor-General of Formosa with reference 
to the Central Government's policy toward the 
new dominion, have nothing more to say in 
that sense now that his long-rumoured resigna- 
4 tion has taken place. The Count has recom- 
\ mended an able successor in Lieut.-General 
isc ount Katsura, for that officer enjoys the re- 
putation of possessing rare administrative talent. 
The gap left by Count Mutsu’s retirement is 
temporarily filled by Marquis Saionji, Mini- 
ster of State for Education, and rumour 
has it that no definite arrangement will be 
made about the portfolio until the return 
of Field-Marshal Yamagata from his mis- 
sion to Russia. In the meanwhile, however, as 
already noted in these columns, there is much 
talk about the final disposition of the post. Be- 
sides the candidates already mentioned, the 
name of Baron Hayashi, Japanese Minister to 
Pekin, is now included in the list. The F thi 
earnestly recommends the admission of Count 
Okuma, while, strange to say, the Matnichi 
advises the Premier himself to undertake, as 
additional duty, the direction of foreign affairs. 
The 7171's interesting article on the advisability 
of appointing Count Okuma is translated in full 
elsewhere in our columns. 


% 
* * 


Marquis Ito, writes the Mainichs, must him 
self assume, in addition to his present post, th 
portfolio of Foreign Affairs. Since he became 
Minister President, it is an open secret that 
Marquis Ito has actually directed the manage- 
ment of all really important foreign affairs, for, 
able as Count Mutsu is, he occupied himself 
chiefly with the business of the Department it- 
self, and the relations between the Government 
and the Liberals. Now that the post is vacant, 
why should not the Marquis come forward and 
openly occupy It? Does he prefer to manage 
affairs from behind the curtain rather than to 
publicly place himself at the head of an office 
the most difficult of all Departments of State; 
an office on whose rocks even Counts Inouye 
and Okuma foundered? The Mainichi avers 
that the functions of Minister President are 
not so arduous as to preclude their as- 
sociation with those of foreign affairs in the 
hands of the same person. It points to the 
case of England and France, where the head 
of the Cabinet undertakes in addition some 
other office, and it declares that Marquis Ito 
must not expect to monopolise power and écla/ 
while placing all direct responsibility upon the 
shoulders of others. As to the rumour about 
the entry of Count Okuma in the Cabinet, the 
same paper observes that the Count, being deep- 
ly imbued with a sense of honour and of loyalty 
to the country, will not refuse to take office 
should a proper opportunity present itself. But, 
judging from his masterful disposition, he will 
not, even through refusal entailed death, debase 
himself so far as to enter a Cabinet controlled 
by others, and occupy a seat in it after the 
manner of a man renting an apartment in ano- 
ther’s house. Should the Count venture to act 
in such a mean way, his political career would 
be atan end. The assumption of the portfolio 
of Foreign Affairs by Count Okuma being 
entirely apocryphal, there remains nothing 
but that Marquis Ito should assume it himself. 


= 
* * 


The Micki Nicht devotes a long article to 
discussing the changes in the Government of 
Formosa. While regretting exceedingly the 
necessity of Count Kabayama’s resignation on 
account of ill-health, it refers in terms of earnest 
appreciation to the distinguished services that the 
retiring Governor-General rendered to the State 
in settling the trouble in Formosa and organiz- 


¥ 





















ing measures for the island’s effective control 
and for the development of its resources. 
also speaks of the happy choice made in the 
appointment of Lieut.-General Viscount Katsu- 


ra, and then proceeds to direct the attention of 


the new Governor-General to certain points 
The first is the necessity of great care in select- 
ing officials for Formosa. 
can not shut its eyes to the fact that the offi- 
cials now occupying posts in the new dominion 
have been rather hurriedly appointed and are 
fas from being uniformly capable. The second 
Oint is to restrain the ascendency of the mili- 
ary. ithi unds. These two evils 
ie retiring Governor-General intended to re- 
edy, and they must be resolutely dealt with by 


his successor, 


* 
# * 


The Fifi devotes two articles to the problem 
of female education. It regrets to observe that, 
with, the exception of common schools, there 
are practically no institutions where girls can 
obtain higher education, a defect all the more 
striking in view of the very complete character 
of the arrangements for the education of their 
brothers, The fact is that the public do not 
want to see girls educated in a higher course. 
They unhesitatingly agree that higher education 
makes girls impertinent and forward. The Siti 
points out that such an idea is wholly illusory, 
and has its origin in the backward state of pub. 
lic knowledge. At one time Japanese scholars 
studying foreign languages were also stigmatiz- 
ed with the same detractive epithets, simply 
because their knowledge was far higher than 
hat of the general public and they knew things 
eyond the latter’s ken. If people wish to 
ake educated girls appear less conspicuous, 
1e only efficacious way is to advance the 
standard of general knowledge. Another seri- 
ous misconception relates to girls’ physical 

ulture. Ordinary folks are more opposed 

to physical development that to mental cul- 
ture, alleging that the former deprives girls 
of grace and modesty. Nothing could be 
more absurd or fraught with greater danger 
than such an idea, for the healthiness of 
women is inseparably connected with the 
healthiness of their offspring, and therefore with 
that of the nation. The proper physical train- 
ing of Japanese girls is regarded by the Ff as 
a question of perhaps more urgent importance 
than that of their moral culture. The prevalence 
of such grave misconceptions with regard to 
female education is due to the Japanese habit 
of underestimating the influence of women. 


* 

In another article the same journal observes 
that, liberally disposed as it is, it doeg not pre- 
tend to conceal its disgust at the spectacle of 
girls with their hair dressed in strange fashions 
striding through the streets, gesticulating with 
their hands and uttering jargon entirely mas- 
culine. However, it persuades itself that such 
excesses are unavoidable whenever any radical 
change occurs in society and while things are 
still in a transition stage. It regards these 
Amazons in the light of unhappy victims of 
the sudden social change, and extends to (them 
pity and compassion. 

* = + 

The two organs of the former Kaishin-to 
(Progressionist), the Maintchéand the Yomiuri, 
are strongly opposed to the increase of Local 
Administrative Expenditures recommended by 
the Provincial Governors in the recent council 
atthe Home Office. The Mainiché explains 
that the resignation of Government officials to 
enter business circles is not due to any desire 
to obtain larger emoluments, but is rather be- 
cause they appreciate the comparative liberty of 
action that they enjoy as men of business. How- 
ever, no apprehension need be entertained even 
if Government officials do resign their offices, 
for there are numbers of young ambitious men 
ready to take their places, provided that obstacles 
now barring the road to officialdom be removed 
and appointments be made more accessible. 
The Mainichi is astonished to see Local Go- 
vernors asking for additions to local expendi- 
tures, When the heads of the Central Government 
in the metropolis, where the cost of livingis higher 


It 


The Michi Nichi 


than in any other part of the country do not see 
any necessity to raise the salaries of the officials 
serving there. Any increase in the travelling al- 
lowance of local clerks is equally absurd, for im- 
proved facilities of communication have consider- 
ably reduced the cost of travelling. Inthe opinion 
of the Mainichi, habitual indolence and neglect 
of duty on the part of Local Governors themselves 
is at the root of the financial difficulty, for the 
evil example set by the chief makes his sub- 
ordinates less diligent and more luxurious. 
* 
* * 

The Yomiuri declares that any increase of 
local expenditures is entirely inadmissable, when 
it is remembered that the burden of the people 
has already been augmented as much as 2¢ 
times. On the contrary, the Local Expenditures 
must be retrenched. Let superflous officials be 
dismissed and let the restraints of civil service 
examinations be removed. Then the Govern 
ment will be able to employ efficient men, and 
to allow them even more liberal salaries than 
they have now, 


id 
* * 

The Zokvo Shimbun advises the National 
Unionists not to fret or be fidgetty. Other- 
wise they may get themselves into a more and 
more difficult situation. The resolution that the 
Unionists have lately taken, namely to assume 
an attitude of implacable hostility to the go- 
vernment in the next session of the Diet, is 
thoroughly ill-advised, supposing that the 
Unionists have any real intention of adhering to 
it. Are they resolved to bring abouta dissolution 
of the House? Have they forgotten that on each 
occasion of a general election, their numerical 
strength dwindled materially? They at first 
counted 70 members within the walls of the 
House of Representatives, and now they are re- 
duced to only 30. The fact is that the 
Unionists, being natural children of official in- 
terference, and their constituents having been 
persuaded to support them not on account of 
any sound principles but simply in considera- 
tion of the personal influence they enjoyed, it 
follows that whenever abler men than the 
Unionist candidates come forward to contest 
seats the latter are sure to be defeated. The 
Liberal organ warns the Unionists against pur- 
suing any such suicidal policy as their resent 
resolution must necessarily involve. The Fiji 
has some soothing advice to offer to the Liberals, 
and the Wickit Nichi makes some strong observa- 
tions on the doings of the Progressive Party. 

& 


a * 

The perplexity that Count Itagaki’s apparent 
passivity and content in his new office as Mini- 
ster of Home Affairs have created among the 
rank and file of the Liberal party, are treated 
with ridicule by the 71/7. Our contemporary 
regards the apparent change in the altitude of 
the Count as a natural and foregone conclusion. 
Men posing as opponents of the Government in- 
variably talk big and prefer large demands that 
are evidently beyond the Government’s power to 
concede, a fact of which the agitators themselves 
are fully cognizant. The extravagant methods 
are resorted to merely as expedients for winning 
popularity and obtaining as many followers 
as possible. The majority of the Opposition 
credit those vaunting declarations of their 
leaders, and work strenuously to extend the in- 
fluence of the party they are identified with, 
foolishly ignorant that, all the while, they are 
merely promoting the interest of their leaders. 
By and by these field-workers, discovering that 
they have been employed simply as tools of 
their leaders, loudly complain that they have 
been betrayed. Such is one of the invariable 
results of any large movement undertaken by 
a large number of men. If is not that the 
Liberals have been betrayed ; it is that they have 
heen more simple-minded and ignorant than 
their leaders. They must resign themselves to 
the inevitable and cease their unbecoming and 
silly clamour. 

* 7 * 

The Progressive Party is severely rated by 
the Mich? Nichi tor the defective sense of re- 
sponsibility shown in its utterances. The true 
use of a political party is to offer sound advice 
to the authorities and to guide the people in 
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questions of State. Whenever politicians con- 
fine themselves to mere criticism, they abuse 
their function and cease to have my rafson 
d'éire:; Yet such is the position that the Pro- 
gressive Party now occupies. Whathas it done 
since it came into existence? It has confined 
itself to abusing the Cabinet’s alleged blunders 
in conneecion with the Liaotung affair, and to 
placing obstacles in the way of official measures 
in the House of Representatives, Judging from 
the reiterated censures uttered by the politicians 
identified with the Party, one is led to suppose 
that they fully anticipated the results they bewail, 
yet it is a fact that they never offered a word of 
advice or warning. Again, they persistently 
opposed almost every measure introduced by the 
Government in the last session of the Diet, 
but they had no alternative measures to offer. 
Months have elapsed since the formation of the 
Party, yet they have not yet issued a definite 
programme. If things continue in their present 
groove, the public will come to regard the party 
as deficient of all political qualifications. 








EDITORIAL NOTES. 


THE SAILORS’ ENTERTAINMENT. 
ALTHOUGH the weather was very unfavourable 
on Wednesday evening, the Sailor’s Concert at 
the Seamen's Mission proved most successful. 
The large reading-room and the room adjoin- 
ing, as well asthe approaches, were crowded with 
seamen, who one and all evidently thoroughly 
enjoyed the entertainment provided. After the 
Opening selection by the Band of H.M.S. Cen- 
turton, Admiral Buller referred in the kindest 
manner to the Chaplain of the Mission, whom 
he said he had known for many years. He 
was certain that all would agree with him 
that the Chaplain, and Mrs. Austen, who nobly 
seconded him in his work, were always pleased 
to be of any service to sailors. Only on Mon- 
day last the Chaplain had helped between 60 and 
70 sailors from the Centurion and Alacrily to 
spend a very pleasant day in Tokyo. Several 
of the items on the programme were loudly 
encored. At the close the usual vote of thanks 
was moved by Mr. Wilkin, and seconded by 
a petty officer from the Alacrity. The follow- 
ing was the programme :— 

Parr I. 


Selection ... ... se eo «+ «she Band of H.M.S. Centurion. 
Chairman’s Remarks ... ... ... ... Vice-Admiral Buller, C.B. 
Pianoforte Duet .. The Misses Sale, 


Song ... ...“ Cradle Song ”’ by Alfred H. Pease ...Miss Leach. 
Song ... .. ** Never to Part” by Odoardo Barri... Mrs. Hall. 
Song ... ... ws o« “ The Postillion’? J. ... Dr. Richards. 
Song ... ‘ My pretty Marquise’’ by J. A. West...\irs. Walter. 
Song ... “ The Year's at the Spring” by Cecile Hartog, 
Miss Thomas. 
Recitation... 1. sss see ose ee ase nee tee nee) eee Mir. Sharp. 
Selection ... 1. ss. ... sslnterval 1... se iat “ees The Band. 
Parr II. 
Violin Trio ou... sce aus cee nee see ove The Misses Page. 
Ong wo. one ** Dearie” by C. Francis Lloyd...Mrs. Mollison. 
Duet .. a ** The Venetian Song’”’ by ‘Yosti ...Miss Thomas 
and Dr. Richards. 
Song ... «. * The Bay of Biscay”’ by J. Davy ...Mr. Schurr. 
Song CT eT ee ) ee Ye YT TY eee see Mrs. Irwine. 
SONGZ see cee ove tee ee nee owe eee cee) Mr. Stuart, RN. 
Song « Launch the Lifeboat’... ... C. Alexander. 
** God Save the Queen”... .... ...The Band. 


; THE GOLDEN ROSE, 

Ir is announced that the Pope will send the 
Golden Rose this year to Princess Marie Louise 
of Bulgaria in recognition of her services to the 
Church in opposing the “ conversion ” of Prince 
Boris. Once.a year at the utmost, on Lactare 
Sunday, a golden rose is blessed by the Pope, 
to be afterward sent as a mark of approval to 
Catholic members of royal or noble families, 
either male or female, to great generals, to noted 
churches and sanctuaries, to illustrious Catholic 
cities or republics. The present Pope has been 
in office nearly a score of years, but he has only 
presented half-a-dozen Golden Roses—in all 
_ Cases to women. These ‘‘ Rose Queens” are 
the Queen of the Belgians, the Queen of Portu- 
gal, the Queen Regent of Spain, the ex-Empress 
Eugenie, Dona Isabella, daughter of Dom 
Pedro, and the Empress of Austria. It is an 
old superstition that the Golden Rose brings 
ill-luck to its owner, and people cite the in- 
stances of Joanna of Sicily, the first Rose Queen, 
who was dethroned and strangled by her nep- 
hew, Gonsalvo de Cardova; the Queen of 
Naples, wife of King Bomba; the Empress 






















Josephine, Queen Isabella, and other high dig- 
nitaries, who, shortly after the reception of the 
Golden Rose, met with death or misfortune. So 
when in 1889 Pope Leo singled out Dona Isa- 
bella of Brazil for this honour, ber countrymen 
predicted that evil would befall her or her 
family, and, in fact, before the news was out 
Dom Pedro was dethroned and she was no 
longer the heiress to a sceptre. 


CHARTBRBD BANK OF INDIA, AUSTRALIA, 
AND CHINA. 

Tux following is the Directors’ Report present- 
ed at the forty-second ordinary general meeting, 
held on 15th April, 1896 :—The Directors have 
now to submit to the Shareholders the Balance- 
Sheet and Profit and Loss Account for the year 
ended 31st December last. After providing for 
bad and doubtful debts, the net profit, including 
£11,901 28. 8d. brought forward from the 
previous year, amounts to £102,358 2s. 11d. 
An Interim Dividend at the rate of seven per 
cent. per annum was paid in October last, and 
the amount now to be dealt with is, therefore, 
£74,358 28. 11d. This it is proposed to appro- 
priate as follows :—to declare a dividend at the 
rate of nine per cent. per annum (making with 
the interim dividend eight per tent. for the 
year)]; to add £25,000 to Reserve Fund, raising 
it to £350,000, and to carry forward the balance 
of £13,358 2s. 11d. Sir Alfred Dent, K.C.M.G., 
and Mr. William Paterson, the Directors who 
now retire by rotation, present themselves for 
re-election. The Auditors, Mr. William Vanner 
and Mr. Maurice Nelson Girdlestone, again 
tender their services. 


CUSTOMS DUBS. 

TueE following is a comparative table of values 
of foreign Currencies and Japanese silver yen, 
in use at the Imperial Custom Houses of Japan, 
to be adopted in calculating values of imports 
and to be in force from the rst July to the 30th 
September, 1896 :— 


Country. Careneys. Silver gen. 
Austio-Hungary ciccsccsssseses Krone cicece 376 
Belg: gassisadiisvesseaaceses Franc ...es 358 
British Iudia seseccseecesRRUPEe seseee 541 
DJENIMAUR iva ccesacetevecsiveceses Crown ,.... 497 
CAUCE. sisicececiansesdivaseicaces Franc wee 358 
Germany sicccccccccceserensesees MACK oe cee 442 
Great Britain ...ccccccseeees wePound ,.,...9.018 
CAN Ys nxpusccsnneiscnseretss aisiaes bel scoceneee, 250 
Netherlands ......cecc00s errs Guilder,...... 746 
Not way vecseeees sadaedeuseewerenes Crown ...... 497 
Portdpal: sivscusicddisvsseeteneys Milreis ...... 2.003 
SSM Tilccecacisc salads pecdecacocssens Peseta ...... 358 
Sweden ...... Sibeahedeiedeaceceees Crown oa... 497 
Switzerland .....cc0seecesseeees BEAN sieeee 358 
UVCEY  csasccsessccacadasiecsiiec Piastre...... O81 
U. States of N. Ametia......Dollar ...,.. 1.850 


The comparison of Foreign Silver Currencies, 
except Rupee and Japanese silver coin, will 
remain as heretofore. 


SUICIDES AMONG FIREMEN. 

Tue Board of Trade Fournal for April states 
that a memorandum recently issued by the 
Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen, 
deals with the question of suicides in the engine- 
room staff of the mercantile marine. Itappears 
that the suicides cannot be attributed to ill- 
usage, the reports jn all cases being to the effect 
that there was no ill-treatment. The heat of 
the stokehold and coal bunkers is undoubtedly 
very great, running in some cases to 120 deg. 
F., but to give any comparative table on this 
point would be misleading, as the temperature 
is not taken upon any system. It would appear 
that the prevalence of suicide amongst firemen 
may to some extent be attributed to the neces- 
sity of turning to work in a hot stokehold whilst 
still suffering from the effects of drink. The 
Registrar-General calculates that the rate of 
suicide amongst firemen and trimmers in the 
mercantile marine is about 1 in 900. Suicide 
amongst stokers in the Royal Navy is very rare. 
The Registrar-General says that the prevalence 
of suicide amongst firemen in the mercantile 
marine service calls for serious attention. 


COLLIERY DISASTER IN NEW ZBALAND. 


THe most appalling disaster in the annals of 
New Zealand mining, and one of the most de- 
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plorable accidents in the history of the colony, 
took, place at Brunnerton, on the west coast 
about 9.30 on the morning of March 26th; 67 
men lost their lives in the catastrophe. The 
cause of the disaster was an explosion of fire 
damp in the Brunner mine, a crooked tunnel 
driven into the hill for about 14 miles. At the 
time of the disaster men were employed removing 
the large pillars of coal, which, in the system of 
working adopted, are left at intervals to support 
the roof while the men go ontunneling. It is 
conjectured that on this occasion a sudden sub- 
sidence in an abandoned chamber took place, 
driving the gas into that part of the mine where 
the men were working with uncovered lights, 
and the result was a terrible explosion. Not a 
soul survived to tell anything about it. All the 
bodies were recovered. 


_— 


METALS. 


Messrs. S. W. Royse & Co. in their report, dated 
April 25th, say:—The present position in the 
Pig Iron trade is somewhat peculiar. The 
shipments from Glasgow and Middlesbrough 
during this month are satisfactory; the con- 
sumptive demand for Pig Iron is good, and 
makers are well supplied with orders for some 
time ahead, and are not anxious about selling. 
Under these conditions a steady market at least 
might be reasonably expected, but prices have 
dropped persistently during the month until the 
last few days, when some slight improvement 
in demand and values has taken place, bat 
which seems to be falling away. The higher 
priced metals have also given way, though only 
to a moderate extent. Copper, after receding, 
is now steady at about same price as at the 
beginning of the month. Lead is sightly lower 
and is easy. Tin has lost about 27s. 6d. per 
ton, but is at present steady. Spelter is an ex- 
ception, having gained some ros. per ton, and 
tending further upwards. 








FIRE ON THB ‘‘ TENNYSON.” 


Tué& crew of the steamer 7ennyson, that arrived 
at Nagasaki on May 27th from Manila with a 
cargo of arms, ammunition, paints, and oils for 
Viadivostock, have passed through a terrible 
When a few days out from Singa- 
pore it was discovered that a fire had broken 
outamong the cargo. Everything possible was 
done to get the flames under, with but partial 
success, and a course was set for Manila, where 
the Captain intended to scuttle her. However, 
after much of the explosive part of the cargo 
had been thrown overboard, the steam hose 
was gout into play and the fire extinguished.— 
Nagasaki Shipping List. 


WHAT IS COMING. 

THis may interest our lady readers :—Smatt 
little coats are all in the ascendant, the days of 
the “sere and withered leaf” have begun for 
the cape. This year’s wardrobe is to see nothing 
in the nature of crépon as the season advances. 
The newest fabrics have mostly a smooth, silky 
surface. Grass lawns will be more fashionable 
than ever, and embroidered blouses in fine 
cream-coloured mull-muslin and embroidered 
linen with drawn designs in gold and silver 
stitching will be largely used. Women have 
been quile in disgrace lately with their big hats. 
Punch has derided them and every paper has 
had a fling at the ‘ matinee hat.” From Paris 
we hear of hats resembling supper dishes - 
of whipped cream and flowers; the effect is 
gained by means of malines tulle, which is young 
and dainty looking. Chené ribbons, gauze, and 
flowers galore are stili rampant as hat trimmings. 


THE ALASKAN BOUNDARY QUESTION: 


THe Province says :—‘ Before very long the 
settlement of the Alaskan boundary with the 
United States is likely to engage British diplo- 
macy. What the extent of the claim of our 
neighbours to the south will be is probably 
foreshadowed in a very good article, from their 
point of view of course, by Mr. T. C. Menden- 
hall, in the Atlantic Monthly Magasine for 
April, entitled “ The Alaska Boundary Line.” 
The U.S. authorities differ with us on three 
important points, namely: (1) Does the Jand 
boundary start from Portland Channel or Bur- 
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rough’s Bay? (2) Does the term ‘summit of 
the mountains,” or failing which ten marine 
leagues distant from ‘‘a line parallel to the 
winding of the coast” mean that the States 
are to have at least ten marine leagues of coast? 
and (3) How is this line pamillel to the wind- 
ing of the coast to be run; is it to cut across 
the mouth of inlets or arms of the sea or to be 
drawn ten leagues from the end thereof? It 
will be seen that here are questions of no ordi- 
nary difficulty. The writer of the article states 
it as his belief that the reason why England 
so quietly submitted to arbitration about the 
Venezuelan boundary was to make it impossible 
for the States to refuse to arbitrate.” 


THE DERBY. 


His Royat HiGHN#ss THE PRINCE or WALES 
is in luck this year on the turf, having already 
won the One Thousand Guineas with Thais and 
the Derby with Persimmon. In the latest Derby 
betting, which we published by telegraph a few 
days ago, St. Frusquin, the winner of the 
Guineas, was favourite at 6 to 5 on, Persimmon 
being next 4 to 1 against. From what we can 
gather from recent home papers, Persimmon 
was withdrawn from the Newmarket race, and 
this, one writer remarked, “left the Guineas a 
dead certainty for St. Frusquin.” It would thus 
appear that Persimmon was held in great estima- 
tion for the Two Thousand up to the time of his 
withdrawal, and this was further indicated by his 
position in the betting. Probably the Prince’s 
colt was not quite ripe for the Newmarket battle, 
as the Sportsman’s correspondent at head- 
quarters described him in the middle of April 
as being much too big. Persimmon is remark- 
ably well bred, being by St. Simon ex Perdita 
II., and possesses great size and substance. 
He started in three races as a two-year-old, and 
won twice, the Coventy Stakes at Ascot, where 
he led home a field of eight and won by three 
lengths, and the Richmond Stakes at Good- 
wood, which he won by a length. His other 
attempt was in the Middle Park Plate, which 
was won by St. Frusquin by half a length from 
Omladina, Persimmon being third, five lengths 
away—probably not ridden out—but in this race 
he beat Knight of the Thistle, who was a good 
favourite for the Guineas, and Earwig, that ran 
third in the present Derby. The produce of 
Persimmon’s sire, St. Simon, won in stakes last 
year over £30,000, and the winnings of the 
Prince this year will probably far exceed those 
of 1895 (when he won in stakes £8,281), Per- 
simmon being in the St. Leger and baving 
beside eight other engagements. We need not 
refer to St. Frusquin, the second in the Derby, 
as we gave his pedigree and performances after 
winning the Guineas, further than (o say that he 
is half-brother to the winner, The third, Earwig, 
is a black colt by Hampton ex Wriggle, owned by 
Mr. H.E. Beddington. He was unsuccessful in 
his first two attempts, made at Goodwood, being 
beaten by three-quarters of a length by Snowy 
Corrie in the Halnakar Stakes, and running un- 
placed in the Molecombe Stakes. Earwig’s 
first win was at Doncaster, a good performance, 
as he carried off the Prince of Wales’ Nursery 
Stakes from a field of 22 runners and won by 
four lengths. He afterwards won the Clear- 
well Stakes at Newmarket, and ran unplaced in 
the Middle Park Plate as referred to above. 
Earwig is in the St. Leger. 


»” 


THE ‘‘ NORMANDIB '=‘' PEKIN” COLLISION. 
Sir Nicwotas Hannen, Chief Justice, with 
Captain Lendon, R.N.R., sitting as assessor, at 
Shanghai, have rendered judgment in the ac- 
tion brought by the owners of the Norwegian 
ship Vormandie against the owners of the British 
ship Pekin. The Court finds the Normandie to 
blame, and declares that the plaintiffs are liable 
for all damages and losses occasioned to the 
defendants by reason of the collision, and for 
the costs of the action. 


DEATH OF THR EDITOR oF “ PUCK.” 
Mr. Henry Cuvier Bunner, the versatile editor 
of Puck, has died at the early age of 41, at his re- 
sidence Nutley, N.J., of tubercular consumption. 
He was a man of striking personality, while his 
literary and artistic abilities were of no mean 


order. In addition to his work on Puck, Mr. 
Bunner was a frequent contributor to the lead- 
ing magazines, and was the author of a number 
of works. The most notable of these were “A 
Woman of Honour,” published in 1883 ; “ Airs 
from Arcadia and Elsewhere” (poems), 1894; 
“The Midge,” 1886; ‘The Story of a New 
York House,” in 1887, and “In Partnership,” 
a collection of stories, in 1884. In the latter 
production he and Mr. Brander Matthews were 
collaborators. Besides a widow, the deceased 
leaves three childrens: the eldest is 9 years old 
and the youngest an infant. 


PRESENTATION TO MR. CONNELLY. 


Wits the Chinese have been without a Con- 
sul at Kobe, says the Chronicle, they have 
sought advice at the United States Consulate, 
and ‘‘as a mark of their esteem and gratitude 
for the invariable kindness and consideration 
they have received from him,” the merchants 
have presented to Mr. J. F. Connelly, a hand- 
some chaste silver tea-set in addition to a 
massive piece of silver plate and two large 
and beautifully-emade cups. The elaborate 
designs on all the article are most artistic, and 
the present is one of considerable value. Mr. 
Connelly, we understand, under the circum- 
stances, is in doubt as tq whether he is ina posi- 
tion to accept the present without permission 
being. first obtained from the authorities at 
Washington, but has intimated to the donors 
his sincere appreciation of their gratitude which 
has been expressed in so tangible a form. 


THE PNEUMATIC TYRB. 
Dr. Dun top, of Dublin, invented the pneumatic 
tyre. No idea of the bicycle influenced him. 
That machine was still many years from becom- 
ing fashionable. The Irish physician’s sole 
purpose was to make carriage riding comfort- 
able. The tyre was first introduced for cycling 
on the Oval track, Surrey, in 1887. Its un- 
gainly appearance provoked ridicule, but when 
every “bike” provided with it distanced the 
rest, a new estimate was formed of it. The 
doctor sold his patent to a company which he 
floated, and at a recent meeting of the Com- 
pany it transpired that the shareholders had 
already received £657,000 in dividends, and, 
under a new arrangement, would receive 
42,887,000 more. So the tyre has rolled up 
£31544,000. 


NAVAL CONSTRUCTION IN ENGLAND. 

For the quarter ending March 31, Lloyd’s Re- 
gister returns show a total of eighty-three war- 
ships under construction in the United King- 
dom, with a displacement of 312,375 tons. Of 
these vessels fifteen are building in the public 
yards of course for the Royal Navy. These 
comprise two battleships at Chatham, one at 
Portsmouth, and one at Pembroke; one first- 
class cruiser at Pembroke, two second-class 
cruisers at Chatham, two at Portsmouth, and 
three at Devonport, with two third-class cruisers 
at Sheerness, Of the remaining sixty-eight ves- 
sels, forty-nine are building for the British 
Service, and nineteen for foreign Governments, 
all in private yards. 


ALLEGED DESIGNS ON THE LI¥B OF 
COUNT MUTSU. 

A Kose contemporary, translating from the co- 
lumns of the Osaka Maitnicht1, learns that a 
rumour is afloat that two men of Tosa have gone 
to Tokyo with daggers in their pockets ; they are 
believed to have designs on the life of Count 
Mutsu. It seems that Count Mutsu has been in 
disfavour among a certain section at Tosa ever 
since Viscount Tani informed the members of 
the Kokumin Kyokai at Kochi that it was mainly 
through the instrumentality of Count Mutsu that 
Count Itagaki entered the Cabinet. 


SAILOR’S PICNIG. 


A very enjoyable time was spent by over sixty 
seamen from H.M.S. Centurion and Alacrity, 
on Monday, under the guidance of the Chaplain 
of the Seamen’s Mission. The party left by the 
8.15 train for Tokyo, and visited Uyeno, Asa- 
kusa, and Shiba. After being kindly entertained 
with refreshments on the lawn at Bishopstowe, 
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by Bishop and Mrs. Bickersteth, various games 
were indulged in, after which the men returned 
to the Mission at Yokohama, where a supper 
was provided. The rest of the evening was spent 
with music and songs by the men themselves. 


MISS BELINFANTE. 
From San Francisco papers we gather that Miss 
Estrella Belinfante, so well known on the 
concert platforms of Shanghai and Yokohama, 
was married on the gth May at the Irving 
Institute, San Francisco, to Mr. Willis Edmin- 
sier, who came to the East with M. Ovide 
Musin, the violinist, as business manager. The 
young couple have since left California for 
Chicago, where Mrs. Edminster will give a 
series of concerts. 


FROM LAKB TO SBA. 

An all-water route from the great lakes, vid New 
York and Suez, has been opened by the initial 
shipment of 250,000 pounds of nails, loaded in 
Cleveland in a steel canal-boat, to be towed by 
electricity down the Erie Canal and reloaded at 
New York for Yokohama. American papers 
hope that this will stimulate the project of a ship 
canal from the lakes. 


RUSSIA IN ASIA. 
THE Viadivostok states that ‘the region of 
the Amur, at present administered by a Go- 
vernor-general, is to be changed to an Imperial 
lieutenancy, with either Khabarovka or Niko- 
lajevsk as the capital, while the town of Viadi- 
vostock will itself form a separate maritime 
prefecture under an admiral of full rank.” 


THE VALUR OF A SONG. 
Tue author of ‘‘ Kathleen Mavourneen,” Mr. 
Frederick Couch, found himself, at the age of 
85, reduced to the last stage of starvation in 
Baltimore. He received £5 for the original 
copyright of the great song, and after many 
music houses had been made rich by its sale, 
the copyright was ultimately re-sold for £2,500. - 


PROFITS ON TOBACCO. 
Tue New York Sun says that, according to 
recently compiled official statistics, London 
West End tobacconists often make a profit of 
seventy-five per cent. on Cigarettes, sixty per 
cent. on pipes, and thirty-three per cent. on 
cigars. 
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SUSPECTED SUICIDE. 
Ima Hasecawa, a girl aged 18, living at No. 
149, Motomachi (Honmura) Sanchome, threw 
herself into the Creek near the Yoshihama 
Bridge, early on Monday morning. When the 
body was recovered life was extinct. 


SIR JOHN MILLAIS. 
S1r Joun Mitrais, President of the Royal Acade- 
my, who had the operation of trachceotomy per- 
formed upon him recently for what is supposed 
to be cancer, continues in a critical condition. 


CONSULAR CHANGES. 
Tue Vice-Consul for the Netherlands in Yoko- 
hama, will in future discharge the same duties 
for. Sweden and Norway. 


NERR VON BRANDT. 
HERR VON BranptT leaves Shanghai for home on 
the 13th inst. 





THE REROSENE INDUSTRY IN 


ECHIGO. 
ESS ene eee 

We alluded, in a recent issue, to a strong re- 
vival in the kerosene industry in Echigo pro- 
vince, and we now find a note on the subject in a 
vernacular contemporary. It appears that the 
Meiyei Kerosene Company distributed to its 
shareholders a dividend of 8 yen per share for 
the half-year ended in March. The sum paid 
up on each share is 10.40 yes, so that this divi- 
dend represents 153.8 per cent. annually. 





THE BRITISH MINISTER. 
—+> 
His Excellency Sir Ernest Satow, ‘accom- 
panied by Mr. R. Paget, proceed to the naval 
station of Kure, by H.M.S. Centurion, sailing 
to-day, and will be absent about a week. 








X The Nichi 
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THE PRESS ON COUNT MUTSU'S 
RESIGNATION. 


——___@_ —____- 
Nicht exceedingly regrets the 
necessity for Count Mutsu’s resignation, and 
recounts the distinguished services that he 
has rendered the State since he entered the 
Cabinet as Minister of Foreign Affairs on 
August 8th, 1892. These include the revision 
of the treaties with most of the foreign Powers, 
and the part he played in the peace negotiations 
at Shimonoseki. The Nichi Nicht considers 
that of the many statesmen, living or dead, that 
have held the portfolio of Foreign Affairs since 
the inauguration of the new régime, Count 
Mutsu must be placed at the head of the list, in 
respect of meritorious services. Treaty Revi- 
sion is now virtually consummated. Yetin very 
sooth the services of the invalid can hardly be 
spared, for the Korean problem presents com- 
plications that he alone can suitably deal with. 
It is therefore with extreme reluctance that the 
Cabinet and the Count find it necessary to part 
company. The Méich# Nichi hopes that the 
Count will be able to quickly recoup his health, 
so that he may again resume office under the 
Emperor. 

The Zokyo Shimbun's remarks are practically 
a reiteration of those uttered by the Michs Michi. 
The Kokumin offers a queer explanation of the 
reasons underlying the resignation of Count 
Mutsu. It has the effrontery to declare that 
_the resignation was primarily due to ‘‘ diplo- 
matic blunders” in connexion with the Liao- 
tung question, Korean affairs, the Ordinances 
regarding Formosa, the ‘“‘ South Sea Boundary 
question,” and the tardy progress of Treaty 
negotiations with China; and that the Count’s 
sensitiveness, rendered keener by the decline 
of health, must have caused him to in- 
dulge in many hours of repentant introspection 
upon his failures since he undertook the 
management of foreign affairs, and ultimately 
led him to resign the post. The Kokumin is 
willing to credit the Count with a larger 
measure of public morality than the Premier 
possesses, who, according tothe Kokumin, ought 
to have quitted office months ago. Another 
reason that induced the resignation was thatthe 
Count brought about the enfente between the 
Cabinet and the Liberals, and his fame had 
reached its zenith—he was therefore anxious to 
retire before the inevitable decline set in. With 
characteristic shrewdness, Count Mutsu discern- 
ed the most suitable time for him to leave the Ca- 
binet, and he has done so before any diminution 
is apparent in his resplendent fame. Viewed 
from either standpoint, the Count’s resignation 
was quite proper, and the Kokumin is pleased to 
approve it. The affair must have caused con- 
siderable alarm to the Liberals. Count Mutsu 
gone, they can now only rely on Baron Ito, who 
is at best an uncertain ally, and will not uphold 
their cause as the Count has done. As to the 
Count’s successor, not even the ingenious Koku- 
min can undertake any trustworthy forecast. 
It simply says that the question resolves itself 
into whether the new Foreign Minister is to be 
nominated from the Premier’s followers or from 
among the pro-Satsuma statesmen who now 
find themselves backed by business men. 


The Tokyo Asahi observes that, judging from 
the influence enjoyed by Count Mutsu in 
the Ito Cabinet—tor be was the Premier’s right 
hand man and constant adviser—death appear- 
ed the only thing likely to sever his connection 
with the Cabinet. But in this opinion it has 
been mistaken. The Asashi surmises that the 
resignation may have been acquiesced in be- 
cause the Cabinet’s policy towards the Diet has 
been placed on a comparatively sound basis 
since the rapprochment with the Liberals, and 


because the negotiations between Japan and 


Russia on the question of Korea are apparently 
on the fair road toward consummation. If s0, 
the resignation must be considered as very 
cleverly timed and again demonstrates the 
ability of the Count to choose the proper 
moment for effecting a master- stroke. 


“Count Mutsu, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs,” says the Wicht Michi Shimbun, ‘finding 
that the severity of his malady—disease of the 


lungs—rendered it quite impossible for him to 
discharge the duties of his office, submitted his 
resignation to the Emperor one ortwo days ago, 
and on the 3oth ultimo it was accepted by His 
Majesty. The Count’s sickness having of late 
grown more and more severe, his desire to retire 
from public life acquired additional force. 
About the 24th ultimo, he definitely informed 
the Premier that rest was essential. Marquis 
Ito urged him to take whatever leisure his health 
demanded, still retaining his portfolio, but the 
Count insisted that since without a period of 
absolule repose no proper restorative regimen 
could be adopted, his resignation was un- 
avoidable. Iu that resolution he remained 
immovable, and finally, inasmuch as an occa- 
sion demanding the exercise of his great ability 
does not immediately impend, it bas been de- 
cided that, in the interests of the State, he 
should devote himself wholly to recuperating 
his health. The extraordinary meeting of the 
Cabinet on the 3oth ultimo is said to have been 
connected with this affair.” 

The Fiji Shimpo writes :— His Excellency 
Count Mutsu, Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, has grown decidedly weaker since his 
return to Tokyo from Oiso. The discharge of 
his duties by day leaves him in a state of 
extreme exhaustion at night, and of late he 
has suffered with fever and bleeding from the 
lungs to a serious extent. He has not for 
some days been living in his official residence, 
but has stayed at his Nishigahara villa, and 
has finally made up his mind that his re- 
signation is inevitable in order to have his ma- 
lady duly treated. His colleagues in the Cabi- 
net are much concerned about his condition.” 

The Hochi Shimbun merely observes that 
Baron Nishi, who now represents Japan in Rus- 
sia, or Viscount Aoki, Japanese Minister in 
Berlin, is spoken of as Count Mutsu’s successor 
at the Foreign Office, but that there is some talk 
of the portfolio’s being given to Count Okuma. 
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COUNT ITAGA&KI. 


——____@——___—_ 

The $2fi Shimpo says that the principal 
members of the Liberal Party secretly entertain 
apprehensions at seeing their ex-Leader, Count 
Itagaki, apparently contented with his new office, 
and they fear that he has forgotten the motive 
which led him to enter the Cabinet. Though 
the late leader of a democratic party, the 
Count, like Count Okuma, has really aristocratic 
tastes and leanings, and great as was his popu- 
larity while at the head of the democratic Ftyu- 
fo, his patrician proclivities are really unchanged. 
It is only natural to suppose that being now in- 
stalled in the Home Office he cannot help 
appreciating the flattering distinction between the 
frequent and garulous insubordination of his 
political partisans and the ready silent obedience 
of his new subordinates, many of whom are high- 
ly gifted men. It is but reasonable to expect that 
even a statesman who entered the Cabinet with 
a determination to carry out the cherished as- 
pirations of his party, already begins to enjoy and 
appreciate the easier and more pleasing ways of 
officialdom—in contrast to the vexatious vacilla- 
tion and frequent disobedience of the Fsyu-to— 
and has become, consciously or unconsciously, 
more and more attached to the beaureaucratic 
manner of doing things. His recent address 
to the Local Governors may be taken as 
significant of the gradual mental transforma- 
tion of the Count, The Governors and officials 
laud it as being void of points of offence, but 
the Liberals are discontented with it on that 
very account. They think that so long as their 
representative in the Cabinet confines himself 
to such conciliatory methods they cannot expect 
their aspirations and schemes to be carried out. 

These remarks of the Fi have given um- 
brage tothe Zokyo Shémbun, the organ of the 
Liberals, which declares that the aspersions cast 
ow Count Itagaki are entirely groundless; that 
the Fiz is not intimately acquainted with the 
real condition of affairs; nor concious of the 
close ties that exist between the Fiyu-fo and 
Count Itagaki; and that the presence of some 
pro-Shimpo-to writers on the staff of the Fzj1 
has caused that journal to publish statements 
prejudicial to the integrity of the Liberals. 
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POLITICAL TUPICS. 
~ i d>-- = Ft 

The press anxiously forecasts the changes in 
the Cabinet likely to result from the resignation 
of Count Mutsu. Four candidates for the 
vacant portfolio are talked of as likely to 
suggest themselves to the Cabinet. They 
are Viscount Aoki, Baron Nishi, Count Okuma, 
and Marquis Saionji, to which list Baron’s Ito's 
name is added by some, The definite removal 
of Marquis Saionji from the Department of 
Education to the Foreign Office, being a very 
natural step, seems to commend itself as a 
probable issue. In that event, either Baron Ito 
or Baron Suyematsu is expected to enter the 
Cabinet as the Marquis’ successor at the Depart- 
ment of Education. The name of Baron Nishi, 
Japanese Representative in St. Petersburg, has 
been frequently mentioned. Whenever rumours 
about Count Mutsu’s resignation were circulat- 
ed, the Count himself was credited with re- 
commending the Baron for the portfolio. More- 
over, itis believed that his appointment would 
have the advantage of cultivating more cordial 
relations between Russia and Japan. Thatad- 
vantage, however, carries with it some serious 
drawbacks, namely, liability to impair the good 
feeling of other countries, even to the extent of 
checking the commercial intercourse between 
them and Japan. In this respect, Viscount 
Aoki’s nomiuation would be less objectionable, 
since it would not give any umbrage to the 
Powers. But by far the most interesting fore- 
cast is that relating to Count Okuma. Some say 
that the idea originated with the Premier him- 
self, while others conjecture that it was a sug- 
gestion of the Satsuma statesmen and their 
adherents. The Shogyo is of the former opinion, 
It says that the Premier, through the medium 
of Mr. Iwasaki Yanosuke, when that gentle- 
man pat up in Kyoto at the same hotel with 
Counts Okuma and Matsukata, made offers 
to both statesmen, and that though the entry 
of the latter is not likely to be realized, 
that of the former is more probable. Indeed, 
Marquis Ito specially called on Count Okuma 
before the alliance was concluded between the 
Cabinet and the Liberals and could have per- 
suaded the Count to resume the portfolio of 
Foreign Affairs, but for the resolute opposition 
of the Liberals. The renewed rumour about 
the entry of Count Okuma into the Cabinet has 
alarmed the Liberals, and a message has been 
wired to Mr. Hayashi Yuzo, now in his native 
province of Tosa, urging him to return to 
Tokyo as quickly as possible. 

There is a contingency to which none of the 
vernacular papers seems to attach any import- 
ance, namely, that Marquis Saionji may remain 
at the Foreign Ottice until Count Mutsu re- 
covers sufficiently to resume the post. Count 
Musu's condition is by ue means so bad as the 
general public seem to suppose. He has been 
advised by his physicians, both foreign and 
Japanese, that complete rest for some months 
and a sea voyage would restore him to health, 
and it seems probable that he is acting upon 
that advice rather than resigning through sheer 
inability to continue his functions, 








POST-OFFICE REFORMS. 
——~»—__—__—_—- 

The Fiji Shimpo continues its crusade in 
favour of postal reforms. Since 1882, it says, 
the reforms effected have been limited to one 
or two trivial points. What demands alteration 
before everything else is the charge for carrying 
letters. The charge is 2 sen up to 2 momme, 
and 2 sen for every additional 2 momme. That 
is far too high. It should be changed to 
2 sen for a letter up to 4 momme, or, still 
better perhaps, 1 sen up to 2 momme, and I sen 
for every additional 2 momme. The case of 
newspapers, again, is very flagrant, The post- 
age on One newspaper up to 16 momme is 5 rin, 
and for every additional 16 momme 5 rin more. 
When two papers or more are enclosed in the 
same wrapper, the charge is 1 sen for every 16 
momme. The limit of 16 momme was fixed be- 
cause, atthe time of the first issue of journals, the 
largest papers consisted of 4 pages of the paper 
called mino-gami, weighing less than 4 momme. 
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That was twenty years ago, and to maintain the 
same standard antil to-day surely shows want 
of thought. Since then journals have increased 
the size of their paper as well as the number of 
sheets, the smallest having 6 pages and some 
going as high as 20. Were it not for the pre- 
sent Postal Regulations, the average size would 
be 12 pages. In a word, the 16-momme rate 
has retarded the development of newspaper 
enterprise. For instance, were the F171 Shimpo 
made into more than a twelve-page paper, 
which it certainly ought to be considering 
the large variety of subjects to be discussed, 
the weight would exceed 16 momme, and the 
postage alone would cost 26 sen a month. To 
impose such a charge upon the subscribers 
would be very inconvenient, and if the pro- 
prietors bore one half of it, the outlay would 
be prohibitive. Hence there is no resource 
bat to keep the paper at its present size. In 
America the postal rates for journals are re- 
markably cheap. One pound of journalistic 
matter, that is to say, 120 momme Japanese, 
may be sent for r cent, or t sen 8.5 rin Japanese. 
The weight of a page of the F172 being 1.3 
momme, the cost of sending ten ten-page papers, 
according to the American tariff, would be a 
little over 2 sen: in other words, one paper 
might be sent for 2 rin. In England the, rates 
are not solow. One copy of a paper, whatever 
its weight, goes for half a penny, or about 1.87 
sen. The conseqnence is that many English 
papers are of great size. It might be difficult 
to introduce the American rates at once into 
Japan, but the English tariff at least ought to 
be possible. 

Such is the Féj’s argument. There is a little 
confusion apparent, for in England the lowest 
postal charge per copy of a newspaper is a half- 
penny, or 1.87 sen, whereas in Japan a paper 
weighing 32 momme can be sent through the 
post for 1 sen. A 32-momme paper means a 
bald Shimpo of 24 pages, leaving a margin of 

momme for the wrapper. Of course our con- 
temporary intends to advocate the adoption of 
the English standard of weight, with subdivisions 
of 12 momme. Then a tenth part of half a 
penny, or 0.187 sen, would carry a 12-momme, 
that is to say, a nine-page, paper. We trust 
that the $j Shimpo purposes extending its 
crusade to the irregularities that now disfigure 
the postal service. 


THE FUTURE OF FAPAN'S 
FINANCE. 


The latest number of the Zafyo contains an 
interesting article on the future of Japanese 
finance, contributed by Mr. Sakatani, a high 
official in the Department of Finance. Mr. 
Sakatani, at the outset, says that the marked 
increase in Government Expenditures must 
not be considered as solely due to the War. 
On the contrary, the Government was convinced 
many years ago of the necessity of increasing 
its expenditures, and would have done so but 
for repeated collisions with the Diet. The 
harmony that existed between the majority in 
the Diet and the Government after the War 
consequently resulted in a sudden and striking 
augmentation of the national expenditures. 
The writer next observes that the Government’s 
finances can be divided into three distinct por- 
tions, namely, the initiatory period that extend- 
ed from the beginning of the Meiji era to 1877; 
the adjustment period, between 1878 and 1887; 
and lastly, the progressive period, that com menc- 
ed in 1888 and continues to the present. It 
will be apparent at once that owing to the 
effort, of remodelling nearly everything in 
the Government on a new system, the finan- 
ces of the country became disordered and 
the Government was reduced to the necessity of 
issuing inconvertible notes and floating foreign 
and domestic loans. Subsequently to the Sa- 
tsuma civil war, however, things began to assume 
a more definite and settled appearance, and 
from that time steps were taken to reduce 
the loans, to redeem the inconvertible notes, 
and to substitute high-interest bearing bonds for 
loans obtained at a cheaper rate. At the same 
time the sd&é tax was raised and a number of 
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new taxes on confectionary, income, and so 
forth, were instituted. The national finances, 
subsequently to the completion of this radical 
adjustment, made striking progress, and between 
1888 and 1896 the Revenue was increased by 
as much as 20 million yen, an increase of over 
2 million yen per year. This augmentation 
of the Revenue was solely due to the develop- 
ment of Japan’s economics and not to the 
incidence of new taxation. On the contrary, 
the Government effected an amendment of the 
land tax in 1889, resulting in a great diminu- 
tion of receipts from that source of Revenue. 
The creation of a surplus in the Treasury was 
most opportune, and contributed greatly to 
the success of the late War. At the com- 
mencement of the War there was a surplus 
of about 30 million yen in the Treasury, with 
another 20 million yes of a special fund, so 
that although the total disbursement on account 
of the War amounted to 210 million yen up 
ill the 31st of March last, it was easily met, 
while no tiouble was experienced in floating 
War Loans. The sequel of the War has necces- 
sitated a considerable increase in the expendi- 
tures of the Government, and whereas they pre- 
viously stood at 83 million yen, they have now 
been increased to 130 million yen, of which 21 
millions was appropriated towards expauding the 
national armament, and another 16 millions to- 
wards redeeming the principal and interest of 
War Loans, Pensions, and Rewards to Military 
and Naval men, and so forth. Of this addi- 
tional 37 million in expenditures, t1 millions 
are expected to accrue from the natural deve- 
lopment of the nation’s revenue, while 26 
millions are to be met by new taxes. In in- 
vestigaling the best way of dealing with this 
question, an increase in the land tax might at 
first be considered the most advisable, but on 
second thoughts it will be seen that, as the land 
tax already furnishes the greater part of the na- 
tional revenue, it would not be wise to raise it. 
The Government accordingiy rejected the idea 
and determined to impose or amend such im- 
posts as the Registration, Saké, and Business 
Taxes, and to institute the Tobacco Monopoly, 
all which measures possess inherent }owers 
of expansion, The Registration Tax, which 
came into force from April last, is expected 
to yield more than 6,400,000 yen, and that with- 
out causing any particular complaints. By 
raising the saké tax trom 4 yen per koku (about 
40 gals.) to 7 yen, the retail price will be increas- 
ed by three rin per go (1/1,000 sou), a trifling 
matter for both consumer and brewer. Again, 
the Tobacco Monopoly, that will come into 
force from April of 1898, will raise the price of 
tobacco by 1.2 sen or so per 100 me (.84 pound), 
an equally trifling matter. The tobacco monopoly 
was estimated to yield a revenue of about 10,300,- 
000 yen, but subsequent inquiries indica e that 
the receipts will be much larger. The Business 
Tax, though it has aroused some opposition in 
various Chambers of Commerce, is practically the 
transformation of a tax originally raised under 
the form of a local tax into a national tax. The 
rate has been raised somewhat, but the addition 
will be easily borne, as it will not exceed 5,000 
yen per year. Asto ordinary retail businesses, the 
burden is about 20 sen for every 150 ven of turn- 
over. The profits on an ordinary retail business 
are between 10to 30percent., and even the highest 
estimale of 20 sen per 100 yen cannot be con- 
sidered very heavy. The profits of a wholesale 
business are generally less than those made in 
a retail business but the turn-over is larger. The 
tax is to be assessed upon the whole business 
and will be easily borne. In short, the new or 
additional taxes are all comparatively light and 
will not by any means impair the development 
of the national economics. The total additional 
burden of taxes, 26 million yen, averages about 
65 sen per head. The new burdens will 
withdraw a sum of 260 million yen in the 
course of 10 years from the industrial or com- 
mercial capital of the people, but of that 
sum 150 million yer is to be applied to liqui- 
dating Government loans, and will therefore re- 
turn into the pockets of the people to be again 
employed in various profitable enterprises. 
Moreover, it must not be forgotten that while 
the productive powers of the people will be 
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impaired by 260 million yen, the country is to 
obtain from China a big sum of money, alto- 
gether amounting to 400 million yes, which, 
whether remaining abroad or transmitted home, 
will contribute much towards promoting industry 
and commerce in Japan. Of thenew measures 
now being undertaken by the Government and 
the people, a large part is devoted to facilitat- 
ing the means of marine or overland (transport, 
and when these communication facilities are 
completed in the course of five or six years, 
one of the most important effects will be a 
reduction in the prices of commodities. The 
share-market, also, by the creation of new 
companies will tend to check any abnormal 
rise in values. Though the price of com- 
modities is destined to fall with increased 
facilities of transportation, the demand for 
labour, owing to the increase of enterprises, will 
develop and wages will rise. The introduction 
of machinery will also keep down the price of 
commodities. With regard to the volume of 
currency proper to the present state of Japanese 
finance, Mr. Sakatani is of opinion that it must 
be put at about 200 million yes, of which 150 
millionsshould be covered by specie reserves and 
the remainder by reserves of various securities. 
About 1877, when gold and silver wereata differ- 
ent catio to that ruling at present, the volume of 
currency was fixed at about 100 million yen, 
Now, the difference between the two metals in 
respect of purchasing power is so great that the 
total Japanese currency circulating in Korea, For- 
mosa, and Wei-hai-wei, alone does not fall below 
15 millions. An increase of 200 million yen in 
the currency must therefore be considered as 
perfectly natural. Whenever the amount of cur- 
rency is deemed excessive, the Government can 
reduce it by selling bonds of which it holds at 
present more than 30 million yen. The sums that, 
in consequence ot the expansion of armaments 
and the initiation of various enterprises, must go 
abroad during the decade to come, will reach 

an enormous figure, but Mr. Sakatani estimates 

that even including the appropriation for the 

second period construction in the Naval expan- 

sion programme, there will still remain in Japan, 
when a balance is struck, a surplus of 160 mil- 

lion yer. In short, concludes the writer, the 

present and fature of Japanese economics is 

very satisfactory, and merchants and manufac- 

turers must endeavour to employ to the utmost 

of their powers and capacities the opportunities 
now presenting themselves for development. 


@HE “ MAINICHI"” ON FAPAN'S 
FINANCE. 
————_—_<——_—__—_—— 

In our summary of the weekly contents of 
the Japanese press will be found some views 
expressed by the Mainicht Shimbun on the 
subject of Japanese finance. Toa portion of 
those views any detailed reference would be 
quite superfluous. Any reader, however casual, 
will detect the latent but flagrant inconsistency 
of a journal which, declining to credit the pre- 
sent Minister of Finance with any competence 
whatever, is neverthless willing to accept his 
most indirect dictum as a credible forecast of 
the national economy’s future. The Maénichi 
denies that the present Ministry is fit to be 
entrusted with the management of the public 
funds, yet it does not hesitate to draw large 
deductions about the financial outlook from 
the most embryouic opinion of the Minister of 
Finance. Leaving aside such matters, how- 
ever, we desire to say a word about our 
Japanese contemporary’s wonderful allegation 
that China stands higher in the estimation 
of foreign financiers than Japan, and about 
the extraordinary reason assigned for such 
a view, namely, that whereas China, even after 
her defeat, experienced no difficulty in obtain- 
ing a loan of 130 million Tls. from Europe, 
Japan’s latest domesticloan of ten million yen did 
not atlracta foreign subscriber. The nalvete 
of such logic is excelled only by the ignorance 
it displays. The .lainrichi lives apparently in 
total oblivion to the great difficulty underlying all 
this question of foreign loans, namely, the diffi- 
culty of borrowing on a silver basis. China 
easily obtained money in Europe because she 
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borrowed on a gold basis. Yet, even then, she 
could not get more than gz for the bonds of 
her first four-per-cent. loan, and 94 for those of 
her six-per-cent. second loan. Japan could go 
into the European market to-morrow aud obtain 
twenty millions sterling at four per cent. at par. 
But if she sought to borrow in silver, she would 
have to pay a prohibitive price. It is simply 
because Japan’s domestic loans are on a silver 
basis that very few foreigners think of them as 
an investment. If the Masnichi does hot know 
that, it must have been living with closed eyes 
for the past twenty years. But we are bound to 
say that among all Japanese journals the palm 
for prejudice seems to belong to the Mainichi. 
If can not by any possibility reconcile itself to 
any act of a ministry that does not include its 
own political friends, and no argument, how- 
ever ridiculous, comes amiss to it provided 
some warrant be found for attacking the Cabi- 
net. This latest disquisition on finance is among 
the weakest things we have ever seen in any 
journal, and in a journal of the Mainichi's gene- 
ral ability it becomes an absolute outrage. 


COUNT OKUMA AND MR. KANEKO 
AT OSAKA. 

Toward the latter part of last month, while 
on their way back to Tokyo, Count Okuma 
aud Mr. Kaneko, the Vice-Minister of Agricul- 
ture and Commerce, delivered long addresses 
before large gatherings of leading citizens of 
Osaka, the topic of both being ‘‘ Osaka.” Both 
gentlemen gpeke in the highest terms of the 
enterprising spirit that animated Osaka people 
and predicted a great future for the city. The 
Count’s speech was, perhaps, a series of loosely 
connected ideas uttered as they rose in his mind; 
but the remarks of the Vice-Minister of Edu- 
cation, though somewhat tedious and _ stilted, 
possessed greater sequence and coherency. 
The Count observed that the centralization of 
power which the Restoration brought about 
extended to things commercial, and _ that 
Osaka, where each of the 300 feudal barons 
had maintained a kind of business establish- 
ment, was thrown into great consternation 
at the Restoration and its prosperity for a 
time was seriously affected. In spite of over- 
whelming reverses, Osaka revived before long, 
adapting its energies to the new régime and the 
fact redounded to the credit of its business men. 
Osaka from an early age had been the seat of com- 
merce in Japan. Banking, for instance, dated 
back more thanacentury ; and, in some respects, 
some of its business systems were even older than 
the commercial systems of Europe. England’s 
prosperity was due to the clever manner in which 
it manipulated the rate of interest or tightened or 
relaxed the circulation of money. Osaka pursued 
a similar course in Japan long years ago, 
When the money market was relaxed silver values 
were lowered, but advanced as soon as the 
market adjusted itself. The prosperity of Osaka 
was therefore brought about in Japan exactly in 
the same manner as that of England in Europe. 
Osaka had succeeded, after many difficult 
struggles, in maintaining its commercial inde- 
pendance without any help from the Govern- 
ment. In this respect it was entirely different 
from the Kwanto districts which depended so 
much upon Government aid. Referring to the 
coal industry of this empire, Count Okuma said 
that what Japan extracted from her collieries in 
a year was only comparable to the amount Eng- 
land extracted in a week, and that whereas of 
thal vast quantity England consumed about 80 
per cent. at home, 6o per cent. of the coal 
extracted in Japan was exported to China. 
However, the people of Osaka were eminently 
qualified, both through inheritance and from 
custom, lo lead the commercial world of Japan. 
For instance, railway construction was first 
undertaken in Tokyo, but at present the enter- 
prise was most active in the vicinity of Osaka. 
The Count had also something to say abut the 
parts which Western Powers were destined to 
play on the stage of the Far East. He ob- 
served that in his opinion England would 
endeavour to expand her influence in the East 
by means of her: wealth, while Russia would 
use force ; China would be the field on which 
the fate of the Orient would be definitely 
decided; and unless a man of extraordi- 
nary ability appeared shortly in China that vast 
empire would disappear as completely from the 
political maps as Poland had done. The 
partition of China would take place, in Count 
Okuma’s opinion, within his own life-time, and 
the question that Japan must immediately 
face would be, should she save, or join in, the 
downfall of China. 


Mr. Kaneko’s speech to the leading people of 
Osaka took place a few days before that of Count 
Okuma. Mr. Kaneko had much to say about 
the beneficial influence that Hideyoshi had 
exerted in Osaka, where he fixed his residence. 
In his opinion, Hiyedoshi’s idea was to make 
saka not only the centre of commerce and in- 
dustry in Japan, butalso the mistress of com- 
fmercial power for all Asia. The downfall of 
Toyofomi and thé ’éihoval of the centre of ad- 
inistration to tokyo (then Yedo) were great 
lows for Osaka. The people of Osaka, how- 
ever, had resolved to recover their old influence 
in matters of commerce and industry, and every 

















































































DOES A FAPANESE THINK P 
——__@———___.. 

Mr. Percival Lowell, in ‘ Occult Japan,” says 
that the Japanese do not think. By way of 
proving this remarkable assertion he alleges 
that if a foreigner jumps into a sénrtkisha in 
one of the Settlements, the drawer sets off at 
once and never pauses to inquire about his 
fare’s destination until the vehicle has covered 
some two or three hundred yards. 
cpieatakes the trouble to deny the correctness 
of Mr. Lowell’s inference, and explains that the 
jinrtkisha-man wheels his fare off without put- 
ling any questions simply because, wishing to 
make sure of the job, his idea is to hurry away 
as quickly as possible from the competition of 
other finrikishas. We do not agree with either 
Mr. Lowell or his critic. In the first place, 
Japanese sinrigisha-men do not start off without 
ascertaining their fare’s destination. Not one 
Japanese in ten thousand employs a jinrikisha 
in the streets without driving a bargain as to the 
sum to be paid for carriage to a certain place ; 
and inthe ten-thousandth case, if that preliminary 
be omitted, neither the fare nor the drawer 
dreams of making a start without fixing whi- 
ther they are bound. That is all that need be 
said aboutthe Japanese themselves, Mr. Lowell's 
facts are totally wrong, and consequently his 
deductions from them cease to have the smallest 
interest. But we have heard—though our 
Own experience furnishes no instance—that 
occasionally jinrikisha-drawers in a foreign 
Settlement do set off without inquiring the 
destination of their fare when the latter is a 
foreigner. Here, then, we have an exception 
to the almost universal rule, and truly a Mr. 
Percival Lowell is needed to draw a general in- 
ference from a marked exception. Any other 
analyst of national traits would understand that 
the special circumstances of an unusual act 
must be considered before the act is made the 
basis of a universal conclusion. The simple 
truth is that in the very rare instances when 
Jinrikisha-men behave as Mr. Lowell pretends 
that they always behave, they either take a man in 
the direction that he was observed to be pursuing 
at the moment of hiring the jinrikisha ; or else, 
being hailed at the railway terminus or a 4a/oda, 
they set off at once towards the Settlement, 
trusting to their employer for subsequent direc- 
tions. w extremely comical jLis.so-thearize 
about the mental processes OF a nation. when the 

| data are so infinitesimally slender as those of Mr. 
Percival Lowell. Truly, it looks as if he meant 
to pull the legs of his readers. But Mr. Percival 
Lowell never does that. The trouble is that his 
,imagination is much too lively: he himself is 
the man that runs away with an unestablished 
Theory without pausing to consider whither h 


jis going. 
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Messrs. Fuha, Honda, and Minobe have been 
appointed members of the Commercial Inves- 
tigation Commission that is to be despatched to 
Europe and America. 
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one now acknowledged that they had achieved a 
splendid success. ‘The system of wholesale 
transactione, the relation between manufactur- 
ers and local retail dealers, commercial notes, 
bills of exchange, advances on goods, regular 
markels quotations, a system of cheques, the 
storage of goods, and so forth had all been in 
vogue in Osaka three centuries ago. Containing 
now more than 400 companies, mercantile or in- 
dustrial, the potentiality of Osaka was enor- 
mous. Industry based on applied mechanics, 
and on technology ; cotton spinning, weaving, 
and alkali, glass, brush, and match, manufac- 
ture, flanuel weaving, elc., were now very exten- 
sively carried on in Osaka. According to 
inquiries instituted last winter by the Osaka 
Local Office, the amount of capital invested in 
various industries totalled 15 millign yen, while 
another 1§ millions represented the aggregate 
capital of Osaka banks. Osaka now manufac- 
tured commodities, not for the fastidious 
markets of Paris or London, but for sale in 
Korea, Vladivostock, China, India, and the 
South Sea Islands. 


ECONOMIC AND OTHER TOPICS. 
-__——_eo—-—_-——_, 

Researches have been carried out by the De- 
partment of Agriculture and Commerce into 
the condition of various industries under- 
taken in Okayama and Hyogo Prefectures 
connected with the export trade. The straw- 
braid industry is one. This recently show- 
ed a marked development, the export of 
braid from Kobe being 1,000,000 yen in value 
in 1895 : more than double that of the preceding 
year, In Okayama, the most important straw 
district of Japan, barley cultivated for grain does 
not yield more than 5 yen per tan (3 of an acre), 
while the same space devoted to the produce 
of straw for braid yields about 7 yen or more. 
The cultivation of barley for straw is a very use- 
ful industry in Okayama, as both men and wo- 
men find employment through it, the former in 
the fields, and the latter at home making braid. 
As a consequence, not a single unemploy- 
ed person can be discovered in QOkaya:na, 
and the prefecture is enjoying a degree of pros- 
perity not equalled in any other part of Japan. 
However, the straw braid industry is still very 
poorly developed: and bleaching, dyeing, and 
other processes must be improved if the industry 
is to be rendered permament. The first-ship- 
ment of matting abroad took place about 14 
years ago. Messrs. Miyabe Shijiro and Fuji- 
wara Jyohichi, were the principal dealers, and 
they invented looms adapted for weaving mat- 
ting. Since then considerable improvements 
have been effected in the art, and now with 
looms somewhat resembling the Jacquard silk 
loom, two-faced mattings can be readily pro- 
duced. However, owing to imperfect knowledge 
of the principles of mechanics, the looms are 
still primitive in many points, so that for elabo- 
rate matting hand looms have still to be used. 
For dyeing the reeds costly drugs are imported 
from Germany, but even with such pigments the 
colours fade quickly, especially light yellow, 
light red, and black. In 1894 the total acreage of 
reed fields in Okayama was 1,343.9 cho, but this 
has been almost duubled by now. In Hyogo 
Prefecture, matches and porcelains are the two 
staple articles manufactured to be shipped abroad. 
Here again the technical portions of the work 
are still defective. For instance, the enamels 
used in decorating porcelain wares are very in- 
ferior as are also the moulding and baking. 
The matches preduged in Hyogo are not main- 
taining their previous reputation owing to faulty 
or scamped workmanship. 


The Shogyo states that the Daito Kissen 
Kwaisha (Great Eastern Steamship Company) 
projected by some leading capitalists of Yoko- 
hama, to open a regular service between that 
place and Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., will, in all 
probability, be nipped in the bud. The Com- 
pany was projected with a view to amalgamate 
with another organized in Tokyo a short time 
before (the Oriental Steamship Company). Mr. 
Shibusawa Eiichi, one of the most influential 
projectors of the latter, is entirely against the 
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scheme of amalgamation, owing to his con- 
nection with the Yusen Kaisha, which has 
lately decidedly to carry out its long-contem- 
plated service to Portland. The two companies’ 
interests would therefore clash. In addition 
to this, the Darto is finding great difficalty in 
finding suitable men to manage its. business. 
The scheme may therefore disappear. 


The Shogyo Shimpo has received reports 
about the new cocoons and silk crop from seve- 
ral districts, and gives the following tabulated 
information based upon reports :— 

KYOTO. MIYK. YAMANASHI, 


Quality of new)Medium. Less __lustrous{Inferior. 
cocoons. and yield less 
than last year. 

Expected to be|/Less by more 
about equalto} than 30 rer 
last year’s, cent. than 

last year’s. 

at|Best, § yen perj/About 3% yen 
to; medium,| per Awamme. 

4% yen; lowest, 











Yield of co-+Fxpected to ex 
coons. ceed last year’s. 


Quotations for} Estimated 
new cocoons.| about 3.9 yen 


per fo. 
3.80 yen. 
Date of reeling|June soth. About June zoth/June r6th. 
new cocoons, 


Relative num-Estimated tojMore than so0/Estimated tobe 
ber of reeling} haveincreased| percent.above| more than 


pans. above a0 per} last year’s. last year’s. 
cent. over last 
year’s. 
Estimated pro-+About 20 coo} About 3,$00| Estimated to be 
duce. boxes. boxes less by 80 to 
go per cent. 
than in ordi- 


Nary vears, 
Quotations forjPive size, about|/Estimated at Estimated to be 
new silk. 750 yen per} about zoo :en} higher than 
picul. Large last year. 
size, about 700 
yen per picul. 
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The Fijz writes that in view of good sericul- 
tural prospects both in Italy and China,—the 
yield in the latter country being expected to be 
5 per cent. more than last year’s—the opposite 
condition in Japan is doubly vexatious. More- 
over, silk-reelers in the interior have to face 
other difficulties, as, for instance, appreciation 
of the market price of commodities and there- 
fore a rise of wages, and also comparative cost- 
liness of cocoons. The quotation for early 
cocoons in some of the Tokaido districts is as 
high as 4 yen per Rwamme. With cocoons at 
that price, even estimating the cost of produc- 
tion as low as possible, there will be no profit 
unless a picul can be sold at above 800 yen in 
Yokohama. The expected scarcity of spring 
cocoons in Japan has turned the attention of 
silk men to China, for Chinese cocoons have 
been imported to a greater or Jess extent during 
some years. The Mitsui Firm has already made 
arrangements in that sense, and quite a large 
number of silk men in Shinshia and Kwanto 
intend to do the same. As Chinese cocoons are 
cheaper than Japanese, their import is expected 
to reach a large figure this year. 


Leading merchants of Tokyo and Osaka, as 
Messrs. Imamura Seinosuke, Kawasaki Hachi- 
yemon, Fujita Denzaburo, and so forth, con- 
template organizing a big railway company in 
Formosa with a capital of 8 million yen. The 
projected line is to extend from Hiang-shan in 
the north to Takao, a distance of 190 miles. 
Preparatory to discussing the scheme, the pro. 
jectors asked the authorities whether, in lieu of a 
guarantee, the existing state line between Hiang- 
shan and Kelung, could be handed over to 
them grafis. The Authorities replied that the 
thing was possible, provided that the proposed 
lines were completed within a period to be 
specially fixed. The projectors were to hold 
a meeting on the 3rd inst. to discuss matters 
pertaining to the inception of the scheme. 





PERSONAL. 
—_—_——__@—___—_ 

We are sorry to report that the gastric trouble 
from which Mr. J. J. Quin has been suffering for 
some time is not improving, and that his medi- 
cal advisers pronounce a trip to Europe to be 
absolutely indispensable. Mr. Euslie’s ailment, 
also, does not show any signs of improvement, 
and will probably necessitate rest and complete 
change of air. 





TREND OF FAPAN'S COMMERCIAL 


PROGRESS. 
= -— -—-}--— — ——— 


¥ Fijé bas taken pains to investigate the 


directions in which Japan’s commerce is making 
the most progress. For this purpose it takes 
the following figures from the Customs returns 
for the two years, 1889 and 1895 :— 


Exports. Rate of 
5889.—Yen. 1895. Yen. proatese. 
er cent. 
U.S.A. .....4.0006125,282,873...54,028,950.:.11 
EBnyland,.....cccees 7,664,599... 7883001 TS 
France .......cece0e 14,258,727...21,006,386... 54 
Geimany ........ 1,638,383... 3,340,012...103 
British India... 1,341,153... 45359,236.. 
UNA pass escrese ies 5.442,507... 9,135,108... o 
Hongkong......... 7,337,896...18,362,802...150 
Korea....ccceceseees 1,092,996... 3,831,476...259.. 
Philippines wo... 23,628... 194,831...72 
Austialia  wiscecces 486,379... 1,281,103...103" 
IMPORTS. Rec 
2889.—Yen. 3895.—Yen. progress. 
Per cent. 
US Ae asssedsceces Gf £3.97 Ines 0,270,360... -§1 
EBngland........4+4.26,067.935...45,172,110... 73 
France ....csseseee 3.334,108... 5.180,134... 53 
Geimaty vcs... 4,887.900...12,233,158...150 
British budia...... 7,333.859...12,001,810... 63 
CN iccices cdecwaage 9.199.698...22,985.144...150 
Hongkong .....cce. 4,103,7°:3... 8.078,189... 96 
Kutea vicccceeeeeee 1,273,332... 2:925,399...130 
Philippines ...... 227,486... 1,220,744...4 
‘Austialia  v...cceee 267,085... 11031.725. See 


It may not be very exact to draw conclusions 
from the returns of two years only, buta general 
idea may be gathered from them that possesses 
tolerable accuracy. Thus it will be seen that 
commercial relations with neighbouring Asiatic 
countries show a far greater advance than those 
with western countries, the relative ratio of 
increment being :— 


Exports, increase. Imports, increase, 
Per cent. Per cent. 


he Fifi next gives tables showing the different 
commodities of import and export that have 


developed most :— 
Exports. 


1890.—Yen. 189$.—Yen. 
(Twilled Cotton me = 
Fabrics ...... 6,980 181,973 
Hongkonp q Matches ...... 1,150,461 2,422,015 
Silk Handker- 
chiels ......... 80,380 224,796 
Cotton Cloth & : sii 
Yarns w..ceee 832 683,087 
China ......4 Cotton Flannel 1,582 140,275 
| Umbrellas...... 102,745 342,715 
Matches... 261,247 1,266,892 
Liquors ......06 39,380 748 
Korea ...e. {can Cloth & 
AVIS cesccees 192,697 243,578 
British Matches ...... 27,346 863.783 
India ... USilk Goods ... 9,180 134,212 
Canada .... Tea ; 837,598 1,311,718 
United Tea. 2isssesviaen 5:9157,091 7,121,356 
States DIM. -abasicntenes 9,287,659 27,826,244 
of Habutayc....., 245,114 1,361,899 
Ametica.. (Matting ...... 290,564 3,083,122 
Feats fii invevedsnus 9.287,659 27,826,244 
** | Habutaye...... "464,823 1,677,122 
IMPORTS. 
r8go—Yen. 1895.—Ven. 
China Beans ..cccceee 512,997 1,380,265 
eee Ginned Cotton 2,665,466 13,786,101 
India ...... Ginned Cotton 1,114,264 7,693,224 
Korea...... Hides .......04 173,061 517,730 
(Cotton Shirt- 
|} ings wo. sees 1,716,981 3,065,164 
Cotton Satins. 229,210 776,939 
England... } Rails, &c....... 659.435 1,048,608 
Pig Tron w... 86,172 645.455 
Steamers o.... 616,422 3,493,423 
Germany.. Nails ..cccccccees 355.945 1,065,844 
France Wines ....eceee 96,140 220,888 


These tables demonstrate that while the in- 
creases in Japan’s export trade to China and 
other Asiatic countries are mostly in manufac- 
tured ‘articles, the imports from those countries 
consist chiefly of raw materials. With the 
West, exports show a marked increase in silk, 
habutaye, and matting, while shirtings, rail- 
way materials, and steamers are the chief items 
of increment in imports. The crusade that 
America and France have recently instituted 
against the import of certain Japanese com- 
modities causes considerable apprehension to 


7 y Google — - 














Japanese producers and merchants, and they 
fear that the opposition may materially affect 
the import of certain Japanese goods into both 
countries. 


—_—— 





—_— —————ne 


THE NIPPON YUSEN KWAISAA. 


———-_<____—_- 

The Nippon Yusen Kwaisha held its ordinary 
general meeting on the 2gth ult. in the Hall of 
the Young Men’s Christian Association, Kanda, 
Tokyo. Mr. Kondo, President of the Company, 
was in the chair. ‘he principal points in the 
business report of the Company, covering the 
interval from October rst, 1895, to March 318t, 
1896, were as follow :— 

At the commencement of the half-year under 
review, the number of the company’s steamers 
requisitioned for public service was 49. These, 
however, had been gradually released, until the 
number fell to 16. During the war, the Com- 
pany’s steamers having remained at sea beyond 
the ordinary limit of time, it resulted that a great 
many of them came to need repairs. ‘Twenty- 
one were in such a condition as to require 15 
days’ docking, aud of the remainder some would 
have to be laid up for roo days in order to be 
thoroughly overhauled. The vacancies caused 
by docking so many. steamers were filled by 
chartered vessels, of which 15, with an aggegate 
displacement of 31,592 tons, Were al one time 
in employment. The quantity of goods ship- 
ped in the steamers of the company during the 
period under consideration had considerably 
exceeded that during the corresponding period 
of the preceding year, but owing to a -general 
fall in rates of freight resulting from the sudden 
increase of steameiS engaging in the marine 
transport trade after the war, the receipts did not 
show a proportionate augmentation, as the fol- 
lowing figures indicate :— 


Average freight for ton. 


Yen. 
Between Oct. 1894 and March 189§.....ss00 3.50 
Between April 1895 and Sept. 1895 .....cseeees 3.662 
Between Oct. 1895 and March 1896.......60005 3.22 


The second installment of 300,000 yen, hav- 
ing been paid off in Oct. 1895, the total of the 
company’s debt was reduced to 1,830,000 yen. 

The number of services undertaken during 
the half-year by the company’s steamers, and 
the total length traversed were as follow: 
678 services, of which 116 were undertaken by 
Chartered ships; and 652,719 nautical miles, 
of which the chartered ships steamed 157,846 
miles, 

The regular foreign services undertaken by 
the Company’s steamers were the Bombay- 
Yokohama, the Yokohama-Shanghai, the Kobe- 
Manila, the Kobe-Vladivostock, the Kobe- 
Tientsin, the Kobe-Newchwang, the Hongkong- 
Viadiostock, and the European line. When to 
the above the services to America and to Aus- 
tralia, now under contemplation, are acded, 
and also when the service to Europe is further 
extended, steamers flying the flag of Japam and 
the Company’s colours will be seen in every 
important harbour thoroughout the world. To 
occupy such an extensive field will be a source 
of just pride to the Company, for, though sur- 
passed by others in point of capital, it is equalled 
by only a few and probably not surpassed by 
any in respect of extent of business. 

The registered vessels owned by the company 
total 55, with an aggregate displacement of 
99,057 tons, and there are also 11 vessels, of 
34,558 tons diplacement, entrusted to its charge 
by the Government. 

The profit and loss account submitted by the 
Directors and approved by the shareholders, 
was as follows :-— 


Caried forward from the previous ac- Yen. 
count (fractional suns omitted) ...... 458,912 
Profit for the present halfeyear...cceee » 346,826 
TOCA gc siswacincsewsisacnde 805,738 

Reserve to cover depreciation of the 

value of buriluittngs ....cesccccccssccesenece 9,732 
Genetal Reserve cicceccecsescsecssaveeesseeees 36,116 
Rewards to Directors .. cccccsscecsecseeveees §,700 
Dividend (1o per cent, per annum)... 440,000 
Carried forward to the next account .,, | 314,190 
———eee 
Total sessssssscssssecssssessereeeee 805,738 


Matters connected with ships requisitioned for 
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public service are shown in a separate ac- 
count :-— 
Sum remaining from eamings of ships 


requisitioned for public service......... 852,149 
ROSOF VE ccias chacadccar bees woendegncntert ans 63.901 
Special Dividend (8 per cent. per 

MUM) isvieceavovsccsupacsadcassecwenags 352,000 
Rewards 10 offfcets ....cccccseccesseeees 137,200 
Special Reserve c.cceccccsossovesscecees 299,048 


SpeciaL Reserve Account. 

Special Reserve up to the previous half- 
GOAL ceisccciencesavuis secees eiasansesacentonsvans 
Special Reserve for the present half. 
year 


2,251,897 


299,048 
Total of Special Reserve ... 2,550,945 
Depreciation in value of ships spe- 
cially purchased by the Company 
in Connection with the War ,..... 
Depreciation in value of ships pure 
chased by the Army and Navy in 





226,469 





connection with the War ......6. 972,915 
Bala sO icp scicssadevencieicciacses 1,351,560! 
ROUG): saccsvessvvevescotseavaassices 2,550,945 





With regard to the Special Reserve Funds 
shown in the above account, they represent one- 
fifth ot the total sum paid by the Company for 
steamers purchased at relatively high figures 
during the war, as well as for steamers purchas- 
ed by the Government and nowin charge of the 
Company, whose property they will ultimately 
become. The idea is to reduce to reasonable 
market values the figures at which these vessels 
will stand in the Company's capital account. 


COUNT OKUMA INTERVIEWED. 


oo steee --—>} ame = ee 

Count Okuma had no sooner returned to his 
residence at Waseda, after his long tour in Saga, 
than he was interviewed by a host of Tokyo 
journalists. Naturally he bad a good many 
things to talk about to his inquisitive visitors. 
He observed that one feature that had given 
him particular satisfaction during his tour was the 
disappearance of theattitade of grovelling servili- 
ly formerly displayed by the people towards Go- 
vernment officials, At every banquet recently 
given in his honour, he found that by far the 
greatest influence was enjoyed by business men, 
who had almost completely overshadowed local 
secretaries and others in weight of social dis- 
tinction. In fact, the local magnates regarded 
local officials, from the Governor downwards, as 
mere itinerants, and, so far as they were able, 
dispensed with their assistance. In this re- 
spect the contrast between Tokyo and the pro- 
vinces was very striking, though it was probably 
in great measure due to the marked difference 
that exists in the matter of mental capacity 
between officials of the capital and those of local 
offices. The leading business men in the 
country, observed the Count, appear to be better 
informed than the average local official, employ- 
ing as they do experts as advisers in the res- 
pective businesses in which they were engaged. 
Another matter that struck the Count was the 
progress in material wealth that the Kwaneai 
districts displayed. He next spoke about 
the contemplated increase in the capital of 
the Nippon Yusen Kaisha from 8,800,000 
yen tO 22,000,000 yen. He said that he had 
expressed the opinion to Mr. Kato, Vice-Presid- 
ent of the Company, who called on him a few 
days ago, thatsuch a sudden increase of capital 
was a very unwise step to take, and would render 
the earning of a 10 per cent. dividend a very 
difficult matter. The Company had much 
better provide whatever extra money they might 
require through means of a loan. A loan could 
be raised at 6 per cent., but shareholders required 
at least a dividend of 8 per cent. In other words, 
there would be a clear gain of 2 per cent. if the 
Company had recourse to a loan instead of in- 
creasing their share capital. 


The Over-head Railway in Tokyo, projected 
by Mr. Morioka Masazumi, will start in Kanda 
District, passing through Hongo, Uyeno and Asa- 
kusa, to Mukojima. The office of the company 
is at No. 2 Kabutocho, Nichome, Nihonbashi. 


















MORE ADVICE 170 PREFECTS. 


‘The Ministers of Education and Agriculture 
aud Commerce recently addressed the Local 
Governors froia their respective Departments on 
topics directly concerning educational and agri- 
cultural prospects in Japan. The Minister of 
Education called the attention of the Governors 
to the insufficient numbers of technical instsuc- 
tors in. schools where technical or industrial 
subjects are included in the curriculum, and 
asked them to devole some time, in concert with 
the Department of Education, to the training of 
competent teachers in these directions. ‘I'wo 
otber points were touched upon in the address. 
The first had reference to the treatment accord- 
ed to common school teachers, for whose benefit 
a special law was recently enacted that allows 
additional grants of salary to teachers who have 
performed meritorious service inpast years. The 
Local Governors should extend considerate treat- 
ment to all common school teachers and pro- 
mote a further development of common school 
education. Parents not really well-off should 
be dissuaded from sending their sons to high 
schools, as in the majority of cases the lads 
are withdrawn from school before they have 
completed the course. The Minister of Educa- 
tion also warned the Governors to provide 
against the indiscriminate establishment of high 
schools, as apparently there are too many being 
started, 

The Minister of Agriculture and Commerce 
spoke to the Governors abvut farmer’s guilds, 
State subsidies to local agricultural experimental 
farms, inspection of silk-worm eggs, protection 
and control of mechanics, and the coming Do- 
mestic Marine Products Exhibition. On the 
first subject, the Minister observed that the 
Department was framing a project of law go- 
verning farmer's guilds, the object being to 
furnish funds to petty farmers who can not even 
obtain the benefits of a loan from the Local In- 
dustrial Bank. In regard to local agricultural 
experimental farms, the Minister said that it 
would be to the interest of agricullure toextend 
suitable aid from the Treasury to farms that 
had been opened for some years and had publicly 
demonstrated their usefulness, so that they might 
be placed on a sounder basis, and, hand-in-hand 
with the experimental farms under the control 
of the Department, might prove even more use- 
ful to the surrounding districts. Viscount 
Enomoto remarked, in connection with the in- 
spection of silk-worm eggs, that he had thought 
the subject sufficiently important to justify 
the drawing up of rules in relation to the 
proper method of carrying out the inspection. 
In regard to the control of artisans, he observed 
that, in view of the steady increase in manue 
facturing industries, the following points de- 
manded earnest attention, viz.:—The necessity 
or non-necessity of enacting a law to prevent 
the desertion or decoying of artisans from one 
factory to another and thus ensuring greater 
security between employers and employed; and 
the necessity or non-necessity of enacting a law 
to restrict the employment of girls and children 
in factories. In connection with the second 
Domestic Marine Products Exhibition, to be 
held this fall at Kobe, the speaker expected that 
the Local Governors would appoint local com- 
mittees as quickly as should be consistent with 
discrimination, so as to make the affair as 
satisfactory and complete as possible. 





THE KOKUMIN KYOKAI. 
———_»———__——_ 
Japanese political parties being now without 
an especial object of attack, their proceedings do 
not evoke much interest. The latest sensation, 


if sensation it could be called, was the manifesto 


of the National Unionists, wherein they plainly 
evinced their antipathy to the Liberals by de- 
claring that the latter’s cooperation with the Go- 
vernment had been au unconditional surrender 
in the main, but that Count Itagaki’s portfolio 
had been obtained by the exercise of pressure as 
much opposed to the Constitution as it was in 
contravention of the Prerogatives of the Crown. 
After that, it became difficult to see how the 
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Liberals and 





the National Unionists could 
hereafter be found in the same camp. Yet, 
inasmuch as it is always even more difficult 
to imagine a working alliance between the 
Progressionists and the National Unionists, 
the Jatter’s ultimate point of gravitation re- 
mained a curious problem. We now learn that 
they held a meeting on the 27th ultimo, and 
that they came to a decision as to the subjects 
of investigation demanding immediate attention; 
in other words, the egubjects that they deem 
most likely to furnish weapons of attack. Their 
selections were, the advantages or disadvantages 
likely to result from the post-bellum measures 
of the Government; the results of the operation 
of Treaty Revision; the results of Count Ita- 
gaki’s admission to the Cabinet; the policy of 
Japan in Korea, and her trade with Russia, 
and the problem of selling the mines in the 
possession of the Imperial Household. 





COUNT KATSU. 
a cad act cece —_> ——-—--- 

The Kokumin Shimbun publishes a long 
monologue addressed by Count Katsu to an 
imaginary visitor. No special interest attaches 
to the Count’s utterances, on the whole. They 
read like the vague complaints ofapaged states- 
men somewhat overconscious of his own merits, 
pattied by the political obscurity to which he is 
relegated, and persuaded that times like the past 
will never be seen again. The Count sets out 
by stating that he suffers from a severe headache, 
and that if his o#s-d-vis does not know the reason 
of the ailment, he must be a very silly person. 
But inasmuch as the general public can not be 
supposed to diagnose the Count’s condition ac- 
curately, the editor of the Kokumin kindly 
appends a note to the effect that the Count’s 
malady is due to the events of May, 1895, and 
February, 1896 ; in other words, to the retroces- 
sion of the Liaotung Peninsula and to the last 
coup d'état in Korea, which carried the King to 
the Russian Legation, We should have sup- 
posed that Viscount Miura’s escapade of Octo- 
ber last would have been much more likely to 
give ahead-ache to any genuine Japanese states- 
wnen, but opitions differ. However, there ty tne 
portion of the Count’s monologue that deserves 
to be quoted. Speaking of a recent interview 
between an acquaintance of his and Sir Ernest 
Satow, he says :—‘ Sir Ernest declared that he 
was a very old friend of mine, that he knew 
me well, and that the older I grew, the more 
remarkable I became. So I think myself. 
Sir Ernest Satow, you see, has been in Japan 
since pre- Restoration days, and ought, therefore, 
to understand what he is talking abgut. He 
was a secretary of the British Legation at that 
time, only some twenty-four years of age, I think, 
and a remarkably able man for his years. 
When I recall those times, I remember that I 
was pretty well bullied by Sir Harry Parkes, but 
I didn’t care one straw how much he bullied 
me. I remember, too, that just about that time 
a number of persons were plotting to kill me, 
and the man who was kind enough to urge me 
to take refuge in the British Legation was the 
very Mr-Satow noW serving as British Minister. 
As for me, I felt that if, having accepted a 
difficult public office, I allowed myself to be con- 
cerned about such a thing as the danger 
of assassination, I could not hope to accomplish 
anything. Besides, it is the lot of a Samurai to 
sacrifice himself to the public service. Mr. 
Satow pointed out the danger, and urged 
me, I can not say how insistently and 
kindly, to follow his advice, but I assure you 
that I did not allow myself to entertain the 
weak-spirited and cowardly idea of taking 
refuge in the British Legation through fear 
of assassination.” Count Katsu then proceeds 
to say that the present Ministers of State 
are mere braggarts, and that, at the first sem- 
blance of a crisis in the nation’s foreign affairs, 
they shrink tremblingly into their shells. In 
proof of which allegation he adduces the re- 
trocession of the Liaotung Peninsula. That 
furnishes, we imagine, a sufficient index to the 
character of his own statesmanship. 
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RESIGNATION OF COUNT MUTSU. 

; a ee 

OUNT MUTSU, Minister of State for 

Foreign Affairs, has resigned his port- 
folio. An Extra published by the Offcial 
Gasette on the evening of the 30th ultimo, 
announced that the resignation had been 
accepted by the EMPEROR, and that 
Marquis SAIONJI, Minister of State for 
Education, will preside at the Foreign 
Office ad interim. 

It had been apparent for some weeks 
that the temporary retirement of Count 
MutTsu from active official life could not 
be long delayed. Nothing but his in- 
domitable will and strgng devotion to the 
public service enabled him to support the 
ordeal of daily attendance at the Foreign 
Office. Frequently, on his return home, 
it was found necessary to support him 
from his carriage, and to place him ina 
recumbent position for the remainder of 
the day. In short, his persistence in the 
discharge of his functions plainly en- 
dangered his life, and yielding at last to 
the urgent representations of his phy- 
sicians, he has taken a step which, we 
sincerely hope, may have the effect of 
restoring him to health and to the service 
of his country. 

Count MutTsu’s record as Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs is notable above 
all things for his solution of the Treaty 
Revision problem. It is true that the so- 
lution is not yet absolutely complete: in 
France’s case the negotiations remain to 
be concluded, as well as in the case of a 
few other Powers whose interests in Japan 
are comparatively small. But an under- 
standing with the Government in Paris 
is now almost within sight, and since 
France’s good-will is beyond doubt, no 
less than the good-will of the other na- 
tions whose adherence has not yet been 
obtained, we are justified in saying that 
the task is practically accomplished. 
Perhaps it would be more correct to call 
Treaty Revision a feat of domestic, 
rather than of foreign, policy. The 
sympathetic attitude of the United States, 
of Germany, of England, of France, of 
Russia, had been so distinctly indicated 
before Count MUTSU came into office, that 
the work of arriving at an understanding 
with those Powers had ceased to be be- 
yond the management of reasonably 
competent hands. But there remained 
always a multitude of dissonant factors 
to be brought into unison athome. From 
that memorable day, nine years ago, when 
Viscount TANI laid his memorial upon 
the table of the Cabinet, the question of 
Treaty Revision passed beyond the con- 
trol of independent statesmanship, and 
was dragged more and more into the arena 
of party politics. Count OKuMA’s solu- 
tion would have been received with ac- 
claimin 1886, It provoked bomb-throwing 
in 1889. Viscount AOKI’s earnest efforts, 
two years later, would have succeeded, 
had the influence of the chief actor been 


comparable with the honour of success.|"““7THE FAR EASTERN QUESTION.” 


Subsequently the triumvirate of leading 
statesmen could easily have obtained suit- 
able terms from Eurcpe, had they been able 
to reconcile the jarring elements at home. 
Count .MuTsu was essentially the man to 
save the situation. Backed by a powerful 
political party ; possessing the full con- 
fidence of the leaders among the Mezjz 
statesmen ; gifted with extraordinary tact 
to consult susceptibilities, and fully cog- 
nizant that the fate of great undertakings 
is often marred by petty agencies, he suc- 
ceeded in securing his country’s admission 
to the comity of nations without antagonis- 
ing one of the many elements of discon- 
tent that lay in the path. No Oriental 
State had ever attained such a position 
among the nations of Christendom. Apart 
from the deep satisfaction that his patri- 
otic instincts certainly derived from the 
achievement, Count MutTsu’S ambition 
must be gratified by the thought that he 
has written a wholly new page of history. 

Many critics will, perhaps, be disposed 
to think that the part played by Count 
MUTSU in connection with the war over- 
shadows his success in revisingthe Treaties. 
We are not of that opinion, but, at any rate, 
the materials publicly available are too 
scanty for intelligent discussion of the 
question. If Japan’s statesmen showed 
want of judgment, from one point of view, 
in demanding a cession of China’s con- 
tinental territory, they re-established their 
reputation by the prudence they subse- 
quently displayed in withdrawing promptly 
from an impossible situation. But it ts 
still too early. to write of these. things 
with absolute frankness. We refer to 
them here because they represent the 
climax of the most momentous era that 
any Japanese Foreign Minister was ever 
required to deal with. Nor must we 
forgetthatto the retiring Minister’s agency 
is chiefly due the cdoperation between 
the Liberals and the Cabinet, with all the 
large contingencies that such a union has 
already involved, and will doubtless in- 
volve in the future. Should it most un- 
fortunately happen that Count MutTsu’s 
physical infirmities forbid his return to 
public life, there will at any rate remain 
to him the intense satisfaction of knowing 
that his last tenure of office saw his coun- 
try rise from a position of decided aspira- 
tions to an honoured place in the comity of 
Western States, and saw her domestic 
politics emerge from the impotence of 
wrangling factions and personal ambitions 
to the potentialities of patriotic combina- 
tion and national aspirations. 


Dampachi, the well-known actor, appeared at 
the garden party given by Danjuro on the 2nd 
inst. He has met with great success at the 
Kabukiza lately, and the delighted guests carried 
him shoulder-high in the garden. Unfortunately, 
their good intentions were greater than their 
strength and Dampachi fell to the ground. He 
struck a stone and was rendered unconscious. 
Medical aid was summoned, and it is hoped 
that he will be himself again in a few days. 
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MONG the pieces of good fortune that 
have befallen Japan during recent 
years, none, not even her successful war 
with China, should constitute a subject of 
heartier congratulation than the fact that 
her affairs have been seriously studied and 
publicly discussed by men like NORMAN, 
CURZON, and CHIROL. Other writers of 
note have appeared in the same field, but 
subjective glements figured so largely in 
their work that it ceased to possess any 
sterling value. The latest of the three 
authors to whom belongs the chief credit 
of bringing Far Eastern affairs promin- 
ently before English-speaking peoples is 
Mr. VALENTINE CHIROL. He came to 
Japan and China last year as special cor- 
respondent of Zhe Zimes, and the result 
of his mission was a series of letters to 
the great journal, showing very excep- 
tional capacity for collecting and mar- 
shalling information, together with re- 
markable breadth of view and keen 
political insight. Probably very few fo- 
reign residents in Japan have failed to 
peruse with delight Mr. CHIROL’S admir- 
able correspondence. We = shall not, 
therefore, make detailed reference to 
it. While, however, welcoming heartily 
the appearance in book form of such a solid 
contribution to public knowledge of the 
East, it will not be uninteresting to throw 
the light of recent experience upon, one 
or two points discussed by Mr. CHIROL. 
In speaking of the Franco-Russian loan 
to China, he wrote evidently under the 
sway of some part of the excitement 
generated by the event at the moment 
of its occurrence. There is, indeed, no 
comparison in this respect between his 
views and those of Mr. A. MICHIE, another, 
well-known Zimes correspondent. Mr. 
MICHIE’S charming graces of literary 
style and his apparent monopoly of in- 
formation gave him, for many years, a 
position of undisputed authority as an 
exponent of Chinese affairs and Chinese 
politics. But when the war required him 
to look beyond the shadow of the colossus 
that he had been closely inspecting for so 
long, his sight seems to have failed him. 
Perhaps he confounded China’s geographi- 
cal dimensions with her efficient potenti- 
ality; perhaps the habit of trying to 
establish her title to British consider- 
ation had become an instinct. At all 
events, he accepted and endorsed at 
the outset stories of Chinese succes- 
ses and rumours of Chinese achieve- 
ments that a very moderate measure of 
discernment should have enabled him to 
discount. Then, when Germany, France, 
and Russia came to China’s assistance in 
the hour of her extremity, and restored 
the integrity of her dominions, he cried 
out against the unwisdom of England in 
standing aloof from the combination. 
These ill-judged views reached their 
climax in the pages of Blackword’s Maga- 
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sine, where Mr. MICHIE tacked a tirade 
against British self-effacement to a eulogy 
of Germany’s policy and a trumpet-voiced 
pean of praise for the great deus ex 
machind, HERR VON BRANDT. Never has 
a political pronunciamento been so rapid- 
ly fused to intangible ashes in the alembic 
of events. Who any longer pretends to 
think that Germany acted wisely or Eng- 
land unwisely in March, 1894? Even 
supposing that England, who for a century 
had moulded, led, and prescribed the pro- 
gramme of every combination of Western 
States in the Orient, could have consent- 
ed to take her place in a queue with her 
perennial Asiatic rival at the head, ‘what 
interest impelled her to recover for the 
Chinese people territory they had showed 
themselves wholly incapable of guarding ? 
If ever the signs of the times emphatically 
pointed to the truth of the proverb tout 
vient & celut gut sait attendre, it was on 
that occasion. There can be no important 
re-adjustments of territory in the East 
without England’s consent, nor can any 
Power venture to defy England by wrest- 
ing from China concessions injurious to 
British interests. It was a specious act of 
benevolence, doubtless, to snatch from 
Japan’s mouth, ostensibly on China’s be- 
half, a morsel that the snatchers desired 
to preserve for other consumption ; and 
it was a pretty piece of fin du siécle policy 
to thrust a loan down China’s throat with 
the view of exacting a pound of flesh in 
repayment. But in the context of the 
former point, are we to forget the far 
larger and more significant action taken 
by England when, quietly and without a 
word to any Western State, she proclaim- 
ed the neutrality of the Yangtze-kiang, 
from source to estuary, thus virtually 
constituting herself guardian of China’s 
chief trade route, the largest river in the 
Far East, the river that cuts the Middle 
Kingdom in two? Surely it is plain to 
the least astute that the declaration em- 
bodied in England’s action on that occa- 
sion was this :—‘' You of the Triple Alli- 
ance may nibble at the head and feet of 
the moribund empire, but I have put my 
arms round its waist and intend to keep 
them there.’’ And in the context of the 
pecuniary question, does any one fail to 
see that Russia and France, holding the 
first mortgage, and having their debt 
amply secured by the- most regular and 
normal sources of China’s revenue, stand, 
and must continue to stand, upon a purely 
financial basis, whereas all the political con- 
tingencies of the loan will accrue to the se- 
cond and third mortgagees, owing to the 
comparative slenderness of their security 
and the special guarantees that they will 
thus be able to exact ? We do not for a mo- 
ment attribute deliberately sinister designs 
to any of the Powers that have come to 
China’s pecuniary aid, but we do maintain 
that if the Chinese empire is to be com- 
pelled to commit suicide by swallowing 
gold-—a traditional and aristocratic fashion 


of felo de se among its people—England 
stands to-day in the best possible position 
for directing the dissection of the corpse. 
She is not tied to any voracious partner, 
nor has she alienated the friendship of any 
stalwart youth in order to gain the cé- 
operation of a decrepit octogenarian. Mr. 
CHIROL, indeed, took a very grave view 
of the financial situation when he wrote :— 


Holding thenceforth the power of the purse at 
Pekin with the power of the sword behind it, 
France-Russian diplomacy would have found itself 
armed with a double edged weapon against which 
all the tesources of diplomacy would have availed 
but little, That such were the hopes at ore time 
entertained may be inferred from the stipulations 
by which China not only debarred herself from 
raising any fresh loan for a period of six months, 
but promised to give France and Russia an option 
whenever the time came for her to negotiate ane 
otlier loan, 


Did China subscribe to any such stipula- 
tions ? And if she did, howdid it happen 
that the second loan went to England and 
Germany? There have been two accounts 
published with regard to the latter point. 
The first, emanating from Pekin, repre- 
sents the Russian and French Ministers 
as bringing every possible kind of pres- 
sure on the Tsung-li Yamén to secure 
the loan for their own nationals, and attri- 
butes their failure to China’s previous 
pledge to Germany and England. The 
other, published by Le Zemps, asserts that 
the French Minister of Finance strongly 
urged his country’s financiers to take up 
the second loan, but that they declined to 
give more than go or g2 at most, whereas 
the Anglo-German Syndicate offered 94. 
Whichever of these stories be correct, 
their significance for the purposes of our 
argument isthesame. Forthey show that 
pecuniary rather than political considera- 
tions were really at the base of the Franco. 
Russian loan. French capitalists consent- 
ed readily to advance the money because 
the security was unimpeachable and the 
profit good. But when the second loan 
came upon the ¢afas, either the Chinese 
were determined not to pledge their coun- 
try’s credit more deeply to Russia and 
France, or French capitalists, deterred by 
the diminished security and placing no 
solid reliance upon a Russian guarantee, 
declined to put up theirmoney. Thus, as 
we predicted from the outset, skould 
China fall into real pecuniary embarrass- 
ment, it is plainly to England that she will 
have recourse, and since no political capital 
can be made out of her indebtedness un- 
less its discharge embafrasses her, the 
key of the situation will remain always in 
London. That England’s statesmen fore- 
saw all these things, and appreciated also 
the incongruous and essentially ephemeral 
character of the triple alliance they were 
invited to join, cannotbedoubted. They 
consulted their country’s dignity and 
interests alike when they stood aloof and 
waited. Concerning Germany’s place in 
the alliance, Mr. CHIROLis worth quoting. 
After speaking of the considerations that 
drew France and Russia together, he 
says i— 
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Tiat Germany should have joined hands with 
France and Russia is more difficult to explam, 
Whether ot not she secretly haukers alter ter- 
titorial acquisitions in the Far East, her mterests 
there bave beew hitherto mainly and avowedly 
commercial. Hlow these could) be served by 
alievating a pood customer like Japan, even if she 
be a prospective rival, without apparently securing 
any countervailing advantage in China, it is not 
easy tu conceive. If Germany xpected to arrest 
the growing intimacy of Fiance and Russia, she 
nrust have been promptly undeceived. At Tokyo, 
were Germany had everything to lose by the 
course upon which she had embarked, all the out- 
ward appearances at least of complete harmony 
between these strauge allies were maintained for 
a considerable time, if not up to the present date. 
But at Pekin, where Germany, it must be pre- 
sumed, looked for her reward, scarcely a month 
had passed before she was politely elbowed out 
and iguored by her two pattners, and the officials 
of the Tsung-li Yamén were not slow to take the 
cue thus given to them. 


Great Britain has been saved from such 
an experience. Upon herself she must 
rely, and happily she is strong enough to 
be self-reliant. 


THE OPIUM QUESTION. 
?----— - 
T the present moment, when public 


opinion in Japan is divided concern- 
ing the policy of merely restricting or 
entirely prohibiting the use of opium in 
Formosa, we may review with advantage 
one or two conclusions of a Parliamentary 
Report on the opium industry and the use 
of opium in India. This Report, presented 
to Parliament in April, 1895, gives a vast 
amount of information not only on the. 
subject of the growth, manufacture, and 
consumption of the drug, but on a variety 
of questions more or less remotely con- 
nected with the main topic. But our object 
in this article is restricted to a single 
point of the Report, namely, whether the 
ordinary use of opium among the natives 
of India can be considered physically or 
morally injurious. 

It must be pointed out at the beginning 
that the habit of opium smoking is not 
widely practised by the natives of India. 
The drug is usually taken in the form of 
pellets, which are swallowed. The habit 
of smoking opium as it exists in China 
and the Straits is a comparative innova- 
tion in India, and is generally condemned 
by public opinion, though whether the 
effects of the latter method are worse than 
those the former is by no means settled. 
The Commissioners, moreover, recommend 
that the practice of smoking opium should 
not be permitted to spread, and it is likely 
that the Indian Government will act on 
this suggestion. 

The Report minutely describes the uses 
of opium in India. 





They are mentioned 
as fourfold. First, it is widely used asa 
domestic remedy by the people for a great 
number of common ailments. The mass 
of the people of India pass their lives 
outside the reach of good medical assist- 
ance, and opium serves the same purpose 
with them that herbs and simples did with 
our forefathers. It is considered a speci- 
fic for rheumatism, diabetes, diarrhoea, 
and other complaints. It is given to 
children in a milder form for their various 
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ailments. Nor is it the opinion of the 
Commission that the use of opium in any 
way aggravates the death rate of children, 
as, had it done so, its effects must have 
been noticed after centuries of dosing in 
the most populous districts of India. 
Opium is likewise used as a febrifuge in 
the many malarial districts abounding in 
India. The population of the deltas of 
the Hooghly and the Brahmaputra regard 
it as indispensable for that purpose. 
Thirdly, it is used as a restorative by per- 
sons who have advanced beyond middle 
life. Native medical practitioners re- 
commend it highly for this purpose, 
and speak of it as a “prop toa falling 
house.” Lastly, it is used as a stimulant 
in cases of exposure in the colder regions 


of Northern and Western India, precisely | 


as spirits are taken by a large number of 
people in Europe and America under 
similar circumstances. 


In concluding the evidence, the Com- 
missioners find ‘‘a marked preponderance 
on the side of the view that the common 
use of opium in India is a moderate use 
leading to no ill-effects. That is the view 
generally expressed by natives of the 
country holding responsible positions in 
life, and by medical witnesses, and is con- 
firmed by the statements of individual 
consumers. We had, for instance, Maho- 
medan and Rajput gentlemen from 
Northern and Central India, and numerous 
representatives of the Sikh landowners 
and peasantry, many of them advanced 
in years and of a fine, manly bearing, 
coming forward one after another to 
testify to their habitual use of opium 
over long periods, and to the benefits 
which they believed themselves to derive 
from it. Among the Sikh community in 
particular, which is almost entirely agri- 
cultural, the habit of opium smoking is 
widely diffused. This community is dis- 
tinguished for hard work, energy, and 
thrift, and these characteristics exist side 
by side with the opium habit.” 

The same evidence is given by other 
classes in India, such as mill-owners and 
other employers of labour, commercial 
men, and the heads of Government esta- 
blishments. The Marwaris, perhaps the 
most energetic and successful traders in 
India, are regular consumers of the drug 
and find no detrimental results to their 
business capacity. On the contrary, they 
agree that the use of alcohol is demoralizing 
working men, and, causing their dismissal 
or degradation, is out and out more 
dangerous. 

One point, however, not specially men- 
tioned in this report demands attention. 
The people of India have by centuries of 
experience become gradually accustomed 
to the moderate comsumption of opium, 
and they are now so indurated to the 
habit that they find themselves free from 
any temptation to indulge excessively in 
the use of the drug. But long years of trial 


were probably necessary to educate them 
to that point, and to arouse a healthy public 
opinion which condemns any immoderate 
indulgence. It does not by any means 
follow that other people unaccustomed to 
the drug would remain within these safe 
limits if easy access to its use were not 
prohibited by severe restrictive legislation. 
At any rate, in civilized countries where 
medical aid is within reach, any relaxation 
of restriction is scarcely to be thought of 
and is universally deemed impracticable. 
But the Report of the Commission is in- 
teresting, inasmuch as it seems to prove 
that the opium-consuming people, as such, 
do not deteriorate from its use, but on the 
contrary probably derive some benefit 
from it. 


THE ITALIANS IN ABYSSINIA. 
a eee eae 
NFERENCES very damaging to the 


military capacity of the Italians have 
been drawn from the disasters that over- 
took them recently in Abyssinia. Roughly 
judging observers have even gone so far 
as to assert that such troops could no 
longer be regarded as an appreciable factor 
in European warfare. But the truth is 
that the Italians fought magnificently, and 
that when the story of the campaign comes 
to be carefully studied, their splendid 
qualities of pluck and endurance will be 
recognised. An article in the New York 
Nation brings out some facts that deserve 
to be quoted. For example :—At Coatit, 
fourteen thousand of MANGASHA’S infan- 
try, armed with rifles, and four thousand 
spearmen, attacked four thousand Italian 
troops, of whom the great majority were 
Africans organized and commanded by 
Italians. MANGASHA suffered a crushing 
defeat in this very unequal contest, and 
his fugitive army was. pursued by the 
victors until nightfall. Still more strik- 
ing is an incident which, since it ended 
disastrously for the Italians, is generally 
interpreted to their discredit. At Maka- 
leh, a thousand troops, partly Italian, 
partly African, but all, of course, under 
Italian leadership, entrenched behind 
slight earthworks, resisted the attack of 
the Abyssian army fora month, and finally 
surrendered with the honours of war on 
the proposition of King MENBLIK. Going 
back a little farther in the history of Italy 





in Abyssinia, we read -—" As to the battles 


fought, that at Saati, in the early days of 
the colony, was a decisive victory, though 
in that of Dogali a single battalion, taken 
by surprise on the march to reinforce 
Saati, was surrounded and exterminated ; 
but it was said by the relief who went out 
to bury the dead, that they lay in their 
ranks as they stood fighting, with not a 
fugitive, while the Abyssinian losses were 
such that RAS ALULA, who commanded, 
withdrew to the hills and left Saati un- 
molested. In the next battle, which took 
place at Agordat, the Italian force attack- 
ed and routed a Dervish army three times 
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its strength in one of the most brilliant 
battles in the history of African enter- 
prise; the Dervish loss exceeding the 
number of the Italian army. This was 
followed shortly after by the capture of 
Kassala, a fortified position taken from 
the Egyptians by the Dervishes several 
years before, and stormed by the army 
of General BARATIERI, who has now 
been defeated at Adowa.” As for Adowa 
itself, though its result was a_crush- 
ing defeat for the Italians, its de- 
tails speak volumes for their bravery 
and staying power. MENELIK, with eighty 
thousand riflemen, entrenched in an al- 
most impregnable position, was attacked 
by fourteen thousand men under BARA- 
TIERI. Only a small fraction of the latter 
were Italians, and they went into battle 
fasting after an all-night march. MENE- 
LIK’S overwhelming numbers enabled him 
to outflank them, and to fall upon their 
reserve as it was emerging from the ra- 
vines. No troops could have wrested 
victory from such conditions. Yet there 
was no panic, nor any evidence of weak- 
ness on the Jtalian side... Out of the total 
number of officers, 75 per cent. fell on the 
field, and several battalions fought until 


they were absolutely annihilated, no 
order to retreat having been issued. 


“The Abyssinian dead were so numerous 
that the parlementaire sent to MENELIK to 
arrange for the burial of the Italian dead 
reported that the Abyssinians had not 
been able to bury their own from their 
number. The battle of Adowa 
was in fact, the repetition on an immense 
scale of the charge of the six hundred 
at Balaclava, the blunder as much mote 
horrible as the disaster was greater.” 
Thus, when the record is carefully ex- 
amined, it bears splendid testimony to 
the pluck and resolution of the Italian 
soldier and the Italian officer. The 
stupendous blunder of one General must 
not be accepted as any index of his sol- 
diers’ fighting capacity. Besides, what 
confidence BARATIERI must have had in his 
men when he launched fourteen thousand 
of them at a position recognised by him- 
self, in a despatch of the preceding day, 
as impregnable, and garrisoned by a well 
armed foe six times as numerous as his 
own army ! 








WRESTLING MATCHES AND 
LADY SPECTATORS. 
eae ie ee 
HE Fapan Gazette's arguments about 
things Japanese grow more and more 
illogical and astounding. In a recent 
issue we commented on the fact that of 
late foreign lady tourists had attended the 
wrestling matches at the Ekoin, and we 
explained that, in the first place, since the 
wrestlers wear nothing more than a girdle, 
theif struggles can not possibly be con- 
sidered a proper spectacle for modest 
women; and, in the second, since no 
Japanese lady thinks of attending these 
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matches, a very wrong construction may be 
put upon the attendance of foreign ladies. 
To this the Fapan Gasetie replies thus :— 
‘‘We contend that in a land where the 
unclothed are common, there can be no 
more indecency in witnessing a wrestling 
match than in hiring a boat or making an 
excursion into the interior.” It is neces- 
sary to quote this dictum, word for word: 
otherwise no one could credit its appear- 
ance in the columns’ of a newspaper 
professing to be seriously edited. Under 
circumstances of severe labour, great heat, 
or when bathing, the lowest class in Japan 
do not consider it immodest or indelicate 
to expose nearly the whole of their per- 
sons. Strenuous efforts have been made 
by the Authorities to correct that habit 
in the cities, where the general body of 
the citizens have a right to claim immunity 
from such sights. As for foreign ladies, 
the fact that exposures shocking to their 
refined sense of modesty are liable to be 
thrust upon their attention in Japan de- 
tracts materially from the pleasure of tra- 
velling in a country beautiful as to scener 
and inhabited by a most courteous and 
kindly people. Any European or Ameri- 
can gentleman would fain save the ladies 
he escorts from such offensive spectacles. 
Never, if the thing were possibly avoid- 
able, would he engage, for the purpose 
of carrying ladies, a boat manned by sendo, 
or a sinrikisha by drawers, wearing only 
loin-clothes. Did a Western lady find 
herself compelled to journey in a con- 
veyance of that kind, the necessity would 
embarrass her, and it would be her con- 
stant object to hide from her eyes a sight 
painful to her sense of modesty. Is 
there a single European or American 
gentleman in Japan that will not admit to 
the full what we have here written? Yet 
the fapan Gazette pretends that because 
spectacles indelicate and immodest from 
an Occidental point of view, are occasion- 
ally forced upon the attention of foreign 
ladies travelling in the interior of Japan, 
therefore it is perfectly correct for foreign 
ladies to deliberately attend wrestling per- 
formances where spectacles of that nature 
are before their eyes all the time! The 
mere statement of the contention creates 
astonishment that it should be gravely 
advanced. For the sake of diversion, ob- 
serve whither the argument leads us. No 
one can journey in the country districts of 
Japan during summer without seeing 
rustics bathing, 7” puris naturalibus, by 
the road-side or near their dwellings. 
Would the fact that occasionally she can 
not avoid catching a glimpse of such sights 
justify a foreign lady in deliberately visit- 
ing one of the great bath-houses at a 
thermal spring and watching the male in- 
valids go through the organized man- 
ceuvres that constitute one of the im- 
teresting spectacles at a Japanese onsen 
—like Kusatsu, for example? It is 
our pride to think that the delicately 
nurtured lady of the West, assisted by 













modest instincts that enable her to veil 
her eyes against everything offensive, can 
travel in Japan, or even in incomparably 
worse China, without observing to a very 
painful degree the sights too often visible. 
But to the Fapan Gasette was reserved 
the honour of contending that because such 
sights are not wholly avoidable, there- 
fore a foreign lady is quite justified in 
deliberately placing herself in a position 
to observe them ad libitum. In short, be- 
cause we find here a state of things re- 
volting to our Western conceptions of 
decency, therefore even our ladies are to 
dispense with those conceptions of de- 
cency. And to crown the absurdity we, 
because we warn European and American 
ladies against allowing their guides to take 
them to wrestling matches where men 
wear only a loin cloth and whither Japan- 
ese ladies never go—we are accused of 
preferring ‘‘an insidious indictmentagainst 
our Own country women,” of “ sneering at 
foreign ladies in general,” and of “ attack- 
ing ladies that can not reply.” It is 
always thus. Any topicadvanced in the 
olumns of the Fapan Mail is immediately 
carried by one of the local foreign journals 


* e e e . 
into the region of passion, prejudice, and 


ying accusations. Nothing is ever calmly 
iscussed on its merits. 


— 


CURRENT TOPICS. 
. —_—_—_ a —______ 

Mr. Ogura, of the Ogura Emigration Firm 
in Osaka, has been arrested on the charge of 
violating the Emigration Regulations. Through 
this same Mr, Ogura’s intervention about 1,200 
Japanese labourersfrom Hiroshima, Wakayama, 
and Kumamoto were induced to proceed to 
Hawaii early last month at their own charges, 
That method, as noticed in these columns at 
the time, evoked severe comment from the ver- 
nacular press, the emigration agent being ac- 
cused of selfish greed at the expense of poor 
ignorant emigrants. The cause of Mr. Ogura’s 
arrest is believed tobe that he exacted money from 
the emigrants in contravention of the Emigra- 
tion Regulations, which provide that an agent 
must not, under any pretext whatever, receive 
from an emigrant‘on account of travelling ex- 
penses, a larger sum than the expenses actually 
incurred. Mr. Ogura obtained 52 yen per head 
as travelling expenses, and then, by chartering 
the Zatwan Maru trom aship-owner in Osaka, 
succeeded in pocketing as much as 27 yen per 
emigrant, besides a fee that he exacted from 
each. The fact having come to the ears of the 
Osaka Police, his arrest followed. 


Mr. Minami, Chief Engineer of the Sanyo 
Railway, recently spoke at some length before 
the Tokyo Chamber of Commerce in con- 
nexion with the broad-gauge question. He 
observed that the cost of laying a railway on 
the broad-gauge system was about 10 per cent. 
higher than that for the narrow-gauge system 
adopted in Japan, and that conversion to 
the broad-gauge would require about 30 per 
cent. additional outlay. In return for this in- 
creased cost of construction, a railway built on 
the broad-gauge would have a carrying capacity 
at least 53 per cent. greater than that of a 
narfow-gauge line. Therefore he strongly ad- 
vocated the prompt adoption of the wide-gauge 
system, which he was sure must be introduced 
into Japan soon or later. 


The Central Tea Guild has issued a mani- 
festo to all the local guilds of tea men and 
merchants. After setting forth the evil condi- 
tion of the tea market at present, the manifesto 
advises producers to abstain by evety possible 
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means from selling goods at a losing price, ae 
some of them were doing under the pressure 
of sharp distress. They are advised to seek a 
route for disposing of their tea by placing it on 
the American market through the medium of 
the Branch Office of the Japan Tea Producers’ 
Association. 


The Shoygo Shimpo makes some sweeping 
remarks upon Mr, Omiwa Chobei’s projected 
construction of the Soul-Fusan Railway. It says 
that the Japanese Government is still contem. 
plating such an undertaking, and that the story 
told by Mr. Omiwa to a representative of an 
Osaka paper is contrary to actual facts. Not 
only could he not obtain any concession, such 
as a preliminary contract, but his unseemly 
agitation on behalf of his plans in Séul is 
considered to have obstructed the Govern- 
ment’s scheme ; and Mr. Komura, the Japanese 
Minister in S6ul, strongly warned him to 
desist, on pain of deportation. Mr. Omiwa 
was therefore obliged to abandon his idea and 
return home. Now it is not clear whether the 
Japanese Gevernment are going (o construct the 
line, the matter being shrouded in official se- 
crecy, but it is believed thatas Mr. Komura has 
already left Séul for Tokyo on official busi- 
ness, the point will be made clear before long. 


The Toyo Kissen Kaisha, which secured a 
charter a few days ago, held its first general 
meeting of shareholders on the 2nd inst., in the 
Hall of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
Kanda. Mr. Shibusawa occupied the chair. 
The By-laws of the Company were approved as 
framed by the Organizing Committee. Seven 
Directors and three Auditors were elected as 
follow :—Directors: Messrs Asano Soichiro, 
Amano Izayemon, Hara Rokuro, Hara Denza- 
buro, Tsukahara Shuzo, Oku Sabnurobei, Mori- 
mura Ichizayemon. Auditors: Messrs. Shibu- 
zawa Ejichi, Mayejima Mitsu, Wakao. Rinhei. 
The President and the Vice-President are to be 
elected from among the Directors. The fixed 
annual emolument for Presidents and others is 
as follow: President, 3,500 yen; Vice-Presi- 
dent, 3,000 yen; a Director, 400 yen; an 
Auditor, 400 yen. The following resolution 
was then carried :—Be it resolved that the Or- 
ganising Committee, with a view to the better 
development of the business of the Company, be 
authorized to increase the capital to 74 million 
orto 10 million yes, according to circumstances, 
and in such a manner as they shall deem most 
desirable, 





FAPANESE APPOINTMENTS IN 


ENGLAND. 
———_—-——- . 

We understand that Mr. T. H. James, who 
left Japan a few months ago on leave, has been 
appointed agent of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
in London. The change will doubtless be 
welcome to Mr. James, but to his friends in 
Japan the news that he and Mrs. James are not 
likely to return again to this country will cause 
much regret. 


It appears that Mr. C. A. W. Pownall also 
has been so fortunate as to obtain the post of 
consulting engineer on railway matters to the 
Japanese Railway Company, in London. We 
are not aware what emoluments are attached to 
the position, but as its duties will leave Mr. 
Pownall free to pursue his profession indepen- 
dently, he is certainly to be congratulated. 


An employé in the Imperial Government 
Railway Department, the author of a majority 
of the anonymous letters that appear in the 
columns of a local English journal, attacking 
the Fapan Mail, persists in asserting that our 
news about Mr. C. A. W. Pownall’s appoint- 
ment to the post of advising engineer in London 
to the Japan Railway Company is incorrect, 
since the post remains to this day in the pos 
session of its former occupant. We presume 
that Mr. Pownall himself is better authority on 
such a subject than the mischief-making busy- 
body in question. A letter received a few days 
ago from Mr. Pownall stated that he had actually 
signed the agreement and was about to enter 
upon the discharge of his duties. 
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DR. OKAMURA AND THE WATER- 
PIPE CASE. 


———_<—_—__—__—__— 
As advocate for Mr. Amenomiya, one of the, 
defendants in the famous Water-pipe case, Dri 
Okamura is said to have declared that there are 
several points in which he emphatically disagrees 
with the petition presented by the plaintiffs to, 
the Tokyo Local Court. In the first place, h 
cannot understand how the term “‘fraudulen 
appropriation of money” can be applicable tc 
such a person as Mr. Amenomiya, who has 
been acquitted of the criminal charge in the 
same affair, while Mr. Abe and others of the 
defendants have never even been arrested in the 
matter. Therefore, if these persons were really 
suspected of having defrauded the plaintiffs, 
they ought to have been prosecuted as defend- 
ants in the criminal case. Dr. Okamoto also 
is unable to comprehend why the petition 
of his client for the release of his property 
from the Court’s custody should not he granted. 
The refusal of the plaintiffs to comply with the 
request of Mr. Amenomiya will quickly reduce 
the value of his share property and will affect the 
interests of the various companies in which he 
is interested. There are other points that 
must be definitely solved before judgment can! 
be given in the present civil suit. For instance,: 


tively responsible for its losses or failures, and 
are they, in such a case, to be held responsible 
toward the shareholders of the Company? Mr. 
Hamano, for instance, was nominated Presi- 
dent after the lapse of several months: is he 
to be held equally responsible as Ameno- 
miya who was first President and afterwards 
Director of the Company? The technical 
portion of a business such as an Iron Foundry 
must necessarely be left to experts, and the 
President or Directors must be admitted to be 
unable to judge of the nature of the work dong 
in the Foundry. Can they therefore be held 
responsible for any technical laches of the 
Foundry? These questions must be carefully 
investigated, not only in connexion with th¢ 
present case, but also as furnishing important 
precedents in commercial law. 





SHIPPING NEWS. 


—_—___—____—_- 

The vernacular press states that there is every 
possibility of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s joining 
the steamship conference for the maintenance 
of rates of freight and passengers’ fares to 
Europe. The Yusen Kaisha, though frequently 
asked by the conference to join thescheme, natur- 
ally hesitated at first, as the Japanese steamers 
now running on the European line do not stand 
comparison with the magnificent vessels of some 
of the European companies, and therefore the 
Yusen Kaisha could not demand the same rates 
from its passengers or for goods entrusted to it 
for transport. However, owing to the repeated 
offers of the conference, the Yusen Kaisha will 
fall into line, though some concessions must be 
made to it in regard to rebates and discounts 
on fares and freights. 

Some Japanese papers say that the Toyo Kis 
sen Kaisha are determined that the steamers that 
they will place on the European service shall 
make a detour round the Cape of Good Hope, 
thus avoiding the Suez Canal. Thisis due to the 
consideration that while passage through the 
Canal involves payment of Canal-dues to the 
extent of 20,000 yen, the increased consump- 
lion of coal caused by the prolongation of the 
voyage round the Cape does not exceed 8,800 
yen. In addition to this saving of above 11,000 
yen, other advantages likely to accrue will be 
the possibility of opening up direct communica- 
tion with Brazil, and an increase in the amount 
of bounty that is paid in accordance with 
the number of miles traversed. With respect to 
this latter point, the Tokyo papers state that the 
tendency of ship-owners to arrange roundabout; 
routes for their vessels simply with a view toh 
increasing the distance and therefore the bounty, # 
has attracted the attention of the Authorities, 
and should shipowners persist in their endea-f 
vours, an amendment of a restrictive character 


ment Law in the next session of the Diet. 


Google 


‘before the Emperor’s portrait, on the ground that 


are all the directors of a company retrospec- ‘so long as that was the official term it must mean 


j apparently mixed with religion and patriotism 


J exclusively Japanese and military, yet if we are 


: : : take. part in the celebration. 
will be introduced in the Navigation Encourage- ? 
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THE SHOKONSAI AT SENDAI 
ae Se re ae 
Sendai has just witnessed by far the most 


impressive § ymmoning Festival since the 
origin of this institution e (Wenly yeatsay 


General Nogi is said to have graphed the 
authorities here not to pay much attention to 
the welcome of the soldier from Formosa, Wut 
to make the Shokonsai as imposing as possible. 
Both were indeed well done. The cily seems 
to have thrown its heart into these -efforts to 
welcome the victorious soldiers and to honour 
those who fell in behalf of their country. 

The ordinary features of the Shokonsai are 
so well known that there is no need to specify 
them here. But this special occasion en- 
abled one to note some changes in Japanese 
thought, one of which is the growing differenti- 
ation of patriotism and religion. 


These eastern nations freely use religious terms 
in the most common relations of life, so that we 
foreigners, who have one set of words with which 
to express religious thoughts and another for use 
between man and iman, naturally refuse to adopt 
certain native ways of speaking about men as 
though they were divine objects of worship. We 
have, for instance, generally declined to reshai 





an act of divine worship. Some Japanese have 
also taken this view, and consequently there has 
been no little disturbance in some schools over 
the misunderstanding. Ittells emphatically for 
the liberality of the Government that this term, 
which was a stumbling block to the Christian 
conscience, has been generally dropped, and 
one that all classes can accept, rei, has 
been substituted. Itis well that this battle was 
fought out in the First and Second Higher 
Schagls. It has to no small extent educated 
the Japanese in the western ways of religious 
thonght, giving them a glimpse into the exalted 
reverence paid to one Almighty Father and 
Creator of Heavenand Earth. It hasalso taught 
us foreigners that the Japanese are not at all 
concerned to have anyone, native or foreigner, 
regard their Emperor as a divine being. 

Now comes this Soul Summoning Festival, so 


that a tender conscience may well 

take any partin it. There is a little Shinto 
shrine erected, into which the souls of the fallen 
braves are supposed toassemble. Mochi cakes 
are piled on broad tables on either side, and the 
soldiers are brought up in companies to give 
the military salute. Civil officials, schools, 
companies of Shinto and Buddhists priests, the 
friends and relatives of the dead, go up before 
the shrine and make their respective styles of 
reverent salutation, and then the rest of the 
time is given up to horse-races, cavalry move- 
nents, wrestling, fencing, &c. i 


Now the terms used to express this ceremony 
are compounds of hat,ogamu. What shall the 
native Christian do, who uses thie same term 
for the worship of God? Foreigners “aré not 
expected to be in attendance on a ceremony so 


invited, what shall we do? 

This is a question that confronted the mis- 
sionaries of Sendai who are members of the 
Red Cross Society and who were invited, with 
all the members of that Society, to be present. 
We inquired of all kinds of people,—officials, 
soldiers, students, citizens, and boys. ‘Is this 
a religious festival? Do you worship the souls 
of the dead as though they were gods?” Almost 
universally the answer was an emphatic mo, or 
a smile that any one could raise such a question. 
“Tt is an expression of gratitude to the men 
who gave their lives for their country.” ‘‘Itis the 
way we honour the brave dead and hold them in 
reverence.” ‘Though the terms are the same 
as those used in the worship of divine beings, 
they also are the same that we constantly use in 

ommon relations of life.” These were the 
almost universal replies. Therefore Christian 
soldiers, students, and civilians, as well as non- 
religious Confucianists and agnostics, can freely 


One has only to turn to Hepburn or Gubbins 
under Hai to see that there are a dozen com- 
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pounds of this word used in common intercourse 
between inferiors and superiors to one of a 
really religious significance. The Japanese 
begin their letters with Aas-Rei, and the term has 
no more religious meaning than does My dear 
Friend. Foreigners have caught on to Hai-ken 
and ridiculously fire it off at their bantos or 
jinrikisha men. Every borrower who uses the 
Japanese language, says Has-shaku. And even 
if the bow before the shrine of souls is called 
by the priests and ignorant classes, Sampai, 
the same word is used in official relations where 
divine worship is as far from the thought as the 
fixed stars are from our earth. 

It seemed then to the minds of most of the 
foreign members of the Red Cross Society when 
they received invitations to be present with the 
native members, that it was a good opportunity 
to show our appreciation of a patriotic spirit and 
at the same time to add what weight our pre- 
sence might give to the wide feeling that this 
ceremony is not an act of worship, but is one 
in which any and every one can join with no 
question of conscience. So we presented a 
tablet on which were the flags of Japan and the 


United States, below which was inscribed: ‘It. 


is sweet to die for one’s country.” It was gladly 
accepted, and the design was highly praised, 
And so far as the act of salutation aroused any 
thought on the part of the observers, it must 
have been in the line that foreigners too have 
patriotic impulses, and not at all in the line that 
we performed an act of worship. It may be that 
the term Sampai will stay, yet already there are 
enough Japanese who smile at the term to show 
that whether the word stays or not, there is a 
marked difference taking place between the 
conceptions of religion and of patriotism. 


One other thing, among many, deserves espe- 
cial notice. It could hardly have been an ac- 
cident that there was no display of getsha, and 
of their sisters with a worse designation. Ten 
ade ago agente have been out in full force, 

eel sure. sday the ept oul of sight. 
If this be true of athe eRe ee 
where this festival has been recently held, it 
marks an advance in moral thinking that will be 
most heartily welcomed by the nations of the 
west. And I may add that the relegation of the 
getsha and their si istant 
as to be inyjsi is extremely necessary as a 
moral example to thé whole Western world, if 
there be any truth whatever in a sentence found 
ina recent Fapan Mail, ‘ For one evidence of 
the social evil visible to a searcher in a Japan- 
ese Cily, ten thousand force themselves upon the 
attention of every passer-by in a Western metro- 
polis ’’! 

As foreigners, it was a strange contrast to 
three or four years ago to be ina Japanese crowd 
all day and hear not one sin 


le insuling epithet. 


wat 


A 


That would haveteenm ti miracle before the war.n, 


Now one may be in the streets here day after 
day meeting soldiers who can hardly steer them- 
selves straight with the sake aboard, and en- 
countering troops of children on their way home 
from school, and yet never receive aterm of con- 


tempt. Japan hasa larger world than formerly, 
and her thought -tras~been Broadened to such 


* 


an extent that the presence of a foreigner no ‘ 


longer is a disturbing element. 


LADIES AND FAPANESE 


WRESTLING. 
?>— 

Five or six years ago one of the Japanese 
Ministers of State, a great patron of athletics in 
every form, and himself a noted athlete in his 
youth, invited a number of his friends, foreign 
and Japanese, to spend an afternoon at the 
Police Club in Shiba Park. The form of enter- 
tainment provided was wrestling, a ring being 
constructed in front of the Club, with tiers of 
comfortable seats arranged around it, and a 
profusion of refreshments provided in a neigh- 
beuring pavilion as well as in the rooms of the 
Club. About half an hour after the commence- 
ment of the performance, a sudden buzz 
rose from the assembled guests, succeeded 
by a moment of embarrassed silence. A gentle- 
man and his wife were seen passing into the 








. hope that they have not. 
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enclosure, and making their way towards the 
verandah of the Club where the host was seated. 
A lady come to see wrestling in Japan! What 
extraordinary misunderstanding had occurred, 
or what extraordinary kind of person could 
she be? Happily the wrestling had been 
suspended for an interval, so that a few words 
of explanation from the host’s private secretary 
enabled the Jady to beat a retreat without any 
humiliation beyond the sense of having com- 
mitted an embarrassing blunder. That hap- 
pened five, perhaps six, yearsago. The incident 
is doubtless fresh in the minds of many of our 
readers. Has the etiquette of modesty changed 
radically since that time? It would seem so, 
for we hear now of lady tourists in Japan who 
visit wrestling matches at the Ekoin with as 
little compunction as though they were visiting 
a theatre or a juggling performance. We may 
be old-fashioned. Social canons have changed 
greatly during the past twenty years, especially 


- among the foreign communities in the East, 


and it may be possible that leaders of fin-du- 
siécle radicalism detect nothing censurable in a 
lady’s watching violent struggles between men 
naked with the exception of a loin-cloth. We 


~ do not pretend to judge whether such things 


have or have not the sanction of the time. We 
But we desire to point 
out that no Japanese lady ever dreams of going 
to see a wrestling match. Some women do go; 


‘ but they are not ladies; very far indeed from 


belonging to that category. Is it not a pity, 
then, that European or American ladies in 
Japan should deliberately do things absolutely 


\ prohibited to any Japanese calling herself a lady? 


There is no occasion to elaborate the topic. A 
plain.statement of the facts ought to suffice. 
“THE RATILE.” 
so - 

For some time literary Shanghai has been 
known to be in an interesting condition, and 
now, at length, the progeny is before us. It is 
christened Zhe Rattle, a well chosen name, 
for a racier, more stirring little journal we have 
not often seen. Shanghai has always possessed 





_ much talent of a literary character, and we are 


not surprised to find that first number of Zhe 
Rattle shows its staff to be rich in witty para- 
graphists, clever versifiers, and skilled draughts- 
men. We have had our Punch in Yokohama. 
It was the work of one man, fitful work and not 
always genial, especially in its latter days, but 
its disappearance was a sad loss, for there is no 
more wholesome moral tonic than that men 
should sometimes be led to langh at them- 
selves and at one another. Poor Charley 
Wirgman saw Yokohama and all its large 
littlenesses with eyes that seldom lost their 
sense of proportion and were never obscured 
by the shadows of moroseness and discontent 
that darken so nyany lives in the East. His 
mantle has not fallen upon any shoulders, 
and the foreign communities became distinctly 
poorer when his brush and pen were stilled for 
ever. Shanghai, too, has had its Punch and its 
Puck, but not finding the atmosphere genial a 
quarter of a century ago, they enjoyed only 
brief existences. Zhe Ratile, however, has been 
born such a lusty youngster that longevity may 
be predicted for it, to the great gain of the 
‘model settlement.” We can not better intro- 
duce it to our readers’ notice than by quoting 
the opening article, which is entitled ‘ Springing 
the Rattle” :— 

With communities, as with individuals, there 
are times and seasons when the administration of 
tonics becomes a wecessity. Shanghai, our mud- 
float mother of model Settlements, has shown long 
since that she can claim no exemption from this 
rule; on the contiary, she has proved herself 
particularly liable to such necessity in days gone 
by. Going over the record of her varying fortunes, 
it is noticeable that sometimes, when such cestora- 
tives were most needed, they were not forthcoming; 
and the body politick languished in consequence. 
At other times again, willing hands were ready to 
apply the needed remedies, to heal the gross-fed 
humours and vapours of transilory prosperity, or 
to lighten the melancholy of undue depression, 
Such were the kindly offices of those cheerful 
physicians the “Shanghai Punch ’’ of 1867 and 
* Puck ” of 1871; to whose ashes be peace ! 


Google 


While endeavouring to emulate and, if possible, 
to sucpass their excellences, the Rattle aims at 
carrying on the good work interrupted by their 
taking off. That there is urgent need of such 
wotk, few will deny. The condition of things 
political, social, and journalistic in our midst em- 
phatically proves it. And the Ratéle while earnest- 
ly craving the putlic’s support and indulgence, 
will endeavour to labour, to the best of its ability, 
for the welfare and good cheer of China in general 
aud of Shanghaiin particular. Itis a large oder. 
The devoted philanthropists who constitute its 
staff approach their task with a keen appreciation 
of its responsibilities. They feel that the Shang- 
hai public requires not only to be kept honest, but 
to be kept amused. It also requires its money’s 
woith, These wants the Rattle will endeavour to 
supply, and in doing so it will strive to steer a 
middle course for the islands of Happy Pleasantry, 
avoiding on the one hand the Charybdis of Obvious 
Dulness and the Scylla of Scurrility on the other ; 
all it asks, in return, is that the public shall rush 
for every edition freely and spontaneously—and 
pay for it. 

A word as to ourselves, after the manner of 
modem journalism. Our office, sumptuously 
furnished and spacious, do not yet exist; the 
literary work of this paper being done, as the state 
of the weather permits; when damp, in our Attic, 
(where salt is plentiful) ; when fine, on the breezy 
expanse of a Garden Seat. Our artist works from 
classic models in a musty godown, obtaining local 
colour from occasional and fortuitous ricksha 
tides. This is a state of affairs whereof the re- 
medy lies with a grateful public—we need say no 
more. 

Next, as to our staff. It consists of Tweedledum 
and Tweedledee, the Editors; Botticelli Jenkins, 
the Artist ; Spiffins, the Bard; a typewriter (sex- 
less and insensate) ; two shroffs, a sonnet machine, 
and four Reporters. Further, we possess teliable 
and snappy correspondents at every outport where 
the spark of life still flickers, and our subscribers 
will be glad to learn that their communications 
will contain no reference to the weather, nor to 
any missionary enterprise whatsoever. 


Our Reporters will be let loose as occasion 
offers; being paid by results. Their work will be 
divided as follows :— 

1.—Marriages, Murdets, Millinery; and So- 
ciety’s doings generally. 

2.—Races, Rows, Police Reports; and other 
amusetnents of the lower classes. 

3.—Theatrical and Musical Critiques; inter- 
views with notable strangers; together with the 
starting of Bunders. 

[N.B.—The Theatrical and Musical Critic has 
got to break out in a new place. | 


4.—Club and Business Meetings; Missionary 
Conferences; Dinners and Dances—in fact, chow 
and cheering, generally. 

In addition to the above, and in the person of 
its Staff, the Rattle possesses a legal gentleman of 
more than usual acumen and avidity. We state 
this fact, not as an appeal for business, but simply 
as a guarantee of good faith. It may also be as 
well to remark that any action or suit brought 
against the Rattle will be quite futile in the matter 
of damages until such time as the subscribers have 
put the Editors in possession of funds. 

Our aim, however, is to be cheerful withou: 
being caustic; to cultivate the literary and avoid 
the leaden; to pursue pleasantiies and eschew 
personalities ; lo serve up periodically something 
light and piquant, whereby the public palate, 
jaded of soporifics, may haply be tickled ; to allow 
every lurking genius in our midst an opportunity 
to blossom forth and expand ; to give expression 
to that lighter side of Shanghai life which is now 
weighed down by press of pidgin and the condi- 
tions of our exile; in a word, to be “ funny with- 
out being vulgar "=o point the moral and annex 
the tael. With these hopes, humbly yet hopefully 
expressed, the Rattle commends itself to the good 
graces of Shanghai and the Far East. 


A PETITION TO THE HOME OFFICE. 
—_——_—_—_—-o-—___——_ 

The Local Governors, writes the 71/1, have 
submitted to the Home Office a representation 
over their joint signatures requesting the sanc- 
tioning of additional local expenditures, to the 
amount of yen 3,600,000. This they propose 
to divide between the expenses of Local Offices 
and the Police expenditures. In the former, 
the chief items are increases in the salaries and 
travelling allowances of clerks, the appointment 
of not less than 5 experts at each Local Office, 
and the transference of road-repairing expenses 


to the charge of the [reasury. In regard to 


the Police, it ig suggested that the Central Go- 
vernment should pay one-half of the expenses 
instead of one-third as at present. Out of the 
proposed additional sum of 3,600,020 yen, 
the amount pertaining to road-repairing is as 
much as 2 millions, and therefore the incre- 
ment to the expenditures of Local Offices would 
not exceed 1,600,000 yen. With regard to the 
latter point, the document represents that the 
highly retrenched local appropriations cannot 
adequately cover the many additional matters 
brought about through the expansion of nation- 
al affaits in the sequel of the war. The great 
rise in the cost of living renders it imperatively 
necessary that the remuneration of Government 
clerks should at once be increased. 


It is said that this representation, which pro- 
poses (to increase the Treasury's contribution 


toward Local expenditure from 5 million to 


over 8,600,000 yen, has caused much surprise 
to the Home Minister. Of course, though 
embodying the opinion of the Local Governors, 
it need not be adopted én fofo; but it is believed 
that the Home Minister will endorse the sugges- 
tions to a greater or less extent. 








“ELEVEN THOUSAND MILES EAST 


AND WEST.” 
———_—_-—___— 

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company’s de- 
scriptive brochure for 1896 is, as usual, a most 
attractive little volume. The illustrations alone 
make it a work of art, even the advertisements 
being so prettily designed as to constitute quite 
a pleasing feature. But of the letter-press we 
we can not speak so highly. Confining our- 
selves to the section on Japan, we find nota 
few inaccuracies and anachronisms. ‘ While 
there are two great religions in Japan,” says the 
compiler, ‘‘ the people cling to their old legends. 
Even with the foreign influence that surrounds 
them, particularly in the sea-ports, they still. 
make gods out of the elements, and consider 
all things beautiful as their direct messengers.” 
What does that mean, we wonder. Very likely 
the writer himself does not know. The ‘two 
great religions” are obviously Buddhism and 
Shinto, but if the latter does not include all 
“the old legends,” we should like to know 
what it does include. Again, speaking of the 
ride to Uyeno through Tokyo, the author says 
that it ‘leads past the gloomy mole that 
surrounds the Palace.” The traveller will 
seek in vain for a mole in Tokyo, and if 
by ‘“‘mole” we are to understand the moats 
encircling the castle, the epithet ‘“‘gloomy” is 
about as inappropriate as any that could be 
conceived. Of Kyoto we read that there is ‘‘a 
good hotel, overlooking the city,” from which it 
would seem that the compiler’s acquaintance 
with the Western capital of Japan has not been 
refreshed for about a decade. He is equally 
conservative about Yokohama. “There are two 
excellent hotels,” he writes, ‘‘on the Bund, or 
sea wall, facing the harbour, the Club and the 
Grand. The latter is large and convenient, 
with an accommodating landlord, a French 
cook, electric lights, good baths, and all the other 
modern improvements that make life worth 
living. The Imperial Band plays two evenings 
a week.” Readers of these comments would cer- 
tainly imagine that at the Grand Hotel alone can 
the most modern comforts of hotel life be found 
in Yokohama, and visitors to the hotel would 
carry away a very poor idea of the ‘‘ Imperial 
Band” if they estimated its performances by 
those of the musicians to be heard at the Grand 
Hotel. As to Nara, the pamphlet says that it ‘‘is 
not yet modernized by railroads,” and that ‘‘it 
is reached from Tokyo (sfc) only by sénrikisha,” 
while the account of Nagasaki is that ‘‘ being, the 
nearest point to Russia, many Japanese speak 
the language, and signs over the shops are often 
printed in that tongue.” We should have 
thought that if the Pacific Mail S.S. Company 
deemed it worth while to publish such a luxuri- 
ous brochure, they would entrust its compila- 
tion to some one sufficiently well informed to 
avoid ridiculous errors, at any rate. It isa pity 
that the enterprise of the Company should be 
marred by the blundering of their assistants. 
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REPAIRING FAPANESE WAR- 
VESSELS. 


> —_ 

We find in the Chuo a highly spiced article 
containing grave allegations of wasteful extrava- 
gancein repairing Japanese war-vessls. The case 
specially dealt with is that of the Vaniwa, a vessel 
under the control of the Yokosuka Admiralty, 








- which was repaired at the Kure Docd-yard, work 


; Tapan. Itis written in Chinese, and contains 
Pp 


on her being kept up night and day for four 
months. Torepair the Vaniwa at the Kure dock- 
yard, was initself, says the Chuo, absurd, render- 
ing the undertaking most expensive. Instead of 
taking the natural course of repairing her in the 
dockyard of her own station, the Naval Authori- 
lies proceeded in a topsy-turvy manner, the 
Itsukushima, which belongs to the Kure Station, 
being taken to Yokosuka for repair, while 
the Waniwa was sent to Kure. As a te- 
sult, after her repairs were finished, six quick- 
firing 15 cent. guns and more than 700 cases of 
ammunition had to be specially transported 
to Kure for the Maniwa, involving of course 
unnecessary expense. To make matters worse, 
as soon as the Naniwa came out of dock at 
Kure, she proceeded to Yokosuka. The 
Chuo alleges that the work done on _ this 
vessel at Kure was disgracefully scamped, 
although the workmen received extra wages 
for the time they spent in repairing her. 
Of course it could not be expected that human 
labour could stand thestrain of four months un- 
remitting toil, night and day, and the CAno 
condemns the policy of over-time in Admiralty 
yards as only leading to inferior work in the end. 


We give the Chuo’ statements for what they 


may be worth. 





A HISTORY OF THE WAR IN 
CHINESE. 


0 rw ——— 


volu amr me-wer bettveen China and 


supplementary notes, applying to the Govern- 


ment and people of China. 


and to draw deductions that should be of value 
to Chinese readers. At all events, if such a 
book is circulated freely in the Middle Kingdom, 
it must do much to enlighten the masseg about 
the true results of the Wghiing, and to remove 
the absurd but apparently wide-spread delusion 
that victory really rested with the arms of China. 

Some stories are so well fgund that they 


w<never get lust, The Duke of Wellington's ‘“‘ Up 


at 


wv 


Guards and at them,” was long ago proved a 
myth, but plenty of folks cling to the legend as 
firmly as ever. Another example is a speech 
attributed to the Emperor of China. In the 
early months of 1895, when disaster after dis- 
aster was overtaking the arms of his empire, 
His Majesty was reported to have summoned 
Major Von Hannekin to Pekin, in order that he 
might receive from that officer’s lips an account 
of what had happened, for, said the sovereign, 
‘““T have none here to tell me the truth.” The 
story was tidiculous on the face of it, as we 
pointed out atthe time, and subsequent informa- 
tion showed that the Emperor never sent for Major 
Von Hannekin at all, and that nothing of the 
kind had occurred. Yet the legend survives : 
it is too good to he given up. We find the re- 
viewer of Dr. Allen’s work calmly recalling the 
Emperor's exclamation of despair just as though 
no particle of doubt attached to it. 





The magnificent model of the twin-sctew, 
armoured, barbette battleship Fugi, 12,500 tons, 
14 000-horse power, built by the Thames Ironworks 
and Shipbuilding Company, has been lent for a 
short time to the Museum of the Royal United 
Service Institution, Whitehall, 

Although the Grafton, first-class cruiser, Captain 
W. des V. Hatnilton, bas received her full comple. 
ment of 543 officers and men, she will not be ready 
to leave Chatham for the China Station until 
about the end of May, owing to the extensive re- 
pairs which must be made. The topmast is also 


to be lengthened by twenty feet for signalling 
purposes, 


Co. 





































The Rev. Y.I. Allens has published a ten- 


We have not seen 
the work, but judging from a review in the 
leading Shanghai journal, it seems to tell the 
story of the contest faithfully and impartially, 















KOREAN NEWS. 


- - >- aa “Ree : 
Mr. Omiwa Chobei, Director of the Fifty- 


eighth National Bank at Osaka, returned home 
on the 25th ult., having paid a visit to Sdul in 
Séul-Fusan_rail-. 
Interviewed by” a representative of the 
Osaka Asasht on the subject of the Korean 
railway schemes, Mr. Omiwa said that the con- 


connection with the proje 
way. 


tract between the Korean Government and 


Messrs. Morse and Company for the Soul- Ninsen 
il. The very 

ext day the French Ministerin Pekin demand- 
d from the Korean Government a charter for 
nother line to be given to French contractors. 
he French Chargé d'A ffatres arrived in Soul 
on the 27th of that month, but owing to Cabinet 
changes in France, he has not received any fur- 
Mr. Omiwa 
said that the line which France desired to build 
was in all probability that between Wijuaud 


Soul, vid Phyong-yang. Besides the American 
aD €ines, the Russians have the 
At 
this juncture Mr. Omiwa said he projected the 


construction of a railway between Soul and 
Fusan, and expressed satisfaction that his 


line was gi 


ther instructions upon the matter. 


building of a Sdu!-W6nsan line in view. 


project was practically attained. On the 14th 


e signed within 60 days. 


views as to the sale price. 


energency. 
conveyed free. 


per mile, 
The F:7/ states that the pardon of Min Yong- 


chu was due to the efforts of An Kei-ju and his 
party, who intend to recover their influence 


through the instrumentality of the Min faction. 


The immediate question which this event brings 
into prominence is what relations will then exist 
The F¢i 
ays that the entry of the head of the Min tac- 


between Russia, Japan, and Korea. 


tion into the Government will not materially 
nflnence the attitude of either Power. What 
may perhaps happen is the return of the King 
to his Palace on the morrow OF ihe formation 
of @ Min inet 

Min Y6ng-chun, one of the two leading mem- 
bers of the Min family, whose sentence of exile 
was remitted on the 23rd ult., arrived in Sdul two 
days afterwards. He was welcomed by several 
hundred Korean officials, including the Mem- 
bers of the Cabinet. With the return of Min 
YOng-chun the machinations of political mal- 
contents have began to show signs of activity. 
The immediate question that presents itself to 
the mind of everybody on hearing the news of 
the return of the leader of the Min faction is, 
will he enter the Cabinet. The latest letters 
from Séul, published in the Tokyo'papers, state 
that, for the present, he will not take any active 
part in politics ; he will content himself with a 
sinecure, as, for instance, a councillorship in 
efther the Court or the Privy Council, But by 
tar the more important question is what attitude 
will the Min leader and Li Pém-chin assume 
towards each other. Some say that the latier 
is secretly endeavouring to win the former over 
to his side, and that the pardon extended to the 
Mins had its origin in that purpose, Li intend. 
ing, with the help of the Mins, to get complete 
ascendency over his political rivals. Another 
and more probable explanation is that it was by 
these same political rivals of Li that the Min’'s 
return to Séul was contrived, and that, clever, 


gle 
















































ult. he received the preliminary contract from 
the Foreign Office, with a proviso that it would 
Mr. Omiwa plans to 
onstruct a line of@ Chhuan-ju (Chhun-Chhon- 
io), Hong-ju(Chhol la-do), Che-ju, and Taikyu 
n Kydng-sang-do. The Korean Government will 
oncede about 10 million ¢sudo (8,333 acres) of 

After the lapse of 15 years, 
should the Korean Government desire to buy the 
railway, the price will be fixed on consultation be- 
tween the two parties, and in case no satisfactory 
basisis arrived at, afurtherterm of 10 years will: 
be granted, with the option of another extension 
of 10 years in the event of further conflicting 
In return for various 
advantages conceded by the Korean Govern- 
ment, the railway is to convey free of charge all 
combatants and non-combatant officials of the 
Korean Government, except on occasions of 
Postmen and mail matter will be 
The cost of construction is 
estimated at 10 million yen, or about 3,333 yen 





as Li may be, Min Y6ng-chun is not so foolish 


as to be taken in byhim. The present Cabinets 


is said to be regarded with extreme detestation 
by the majority of Koreans, and the hope 
of Pak Y6ng-ho’s restoration to power is very 
slender, since he is not on good terins with 


the King or with Mr. Waeber. It follows 
therefore that the chances of the Min 
taction are decidedly bright. There is 


a confident belief that the faction will oust 
the ruling Ministry sooner or later, and the 
probable composition of a new Cabinet is now 
talked of in many circles. Information given 


effect that the Premiership will be retained by 
its present holder, that Min Y6ng-chun will 


Mins will also enter the Cabinet, and that seats 
will be given to pro-Min Ministers now in office, 
as Li Wan-yong and Pak Tring-yang. What 
attitude such a Cabinet may be expected to 
assume towards domestic and foreign politics 
is discussed by the same correspondent. In 
order to arrive at any probable conjecture about 
this point, it is absolutely necessary to fathom 
the present disposition of Min Y6ng-chun. Till 


leader was decidedly anti-Japanese. But it is 
apparent that, experiencing various adversilies, 
now in one place, now in another, he found 
that he had many things to learn and to unlearn. 
As to his former unreasonable animosity to- 
ward Japan, he some time ago told one of his 
most trusted friends that he had repented of it. 
Again, on the occasion of the political coup 
d'tfat on Feb. 11th, he differed from the three 


having recourse to the support of a foreign 
Power. He is said to have been much troubled 
about a rumour that he, with others, had sought 
refuge in the Russian Legation, and to have 
taken special steps to contradict the falsehood, 
Judging from all these things, the Min Cabinet, 
should it become an accomplished fact, will 
make a marked departure in Korean politics as 
pursued by the present Cabinet. 

Six delegates from a certain district in Kyong- 
sang-do lately arrived in Sdul and memorializ- 
ed the King about his return to the Palace. The 
King caused Pak Ting-yong to tell the delegates 
that, owing to the kindly and faithful exertions 
made by Mr. Waeber in adjusting the affairs of 
the Kingdom, both the army and the finances 
had been brought into a greatly improved con- 
dition. As to the question of returning to the 
Palace, there was a certain suitable occasion for 
the step. If His Majesty’s sojourn in the 
Russian Legation impaired the good feeling of 
Japan, then, after he had returned to the Palace, 
he might visit the Japanese Legation and stay 
there also for a while. The petitioners need 
not be concerned about that point. 

The three Ministers of War, of Home Affairs, 
and of Agriculture, Commerce, and Industry, 
probably instigated by some wire-pullers, have 
again submitted their resignations, and shut 
themselves up in their respective residences. 
The King has refused to accept the resignations, 
and has further issued a rescript warmly dis- 
suading the Ministers from their resolution. 

The Japanese Government's indignation about 
the constant injury done by Korean mobs to the 
Fusan-Séul telegraph may well be imagined, 
for so determined do the people seem ta_cut 
the. .wisegthat the portion repaired on one day 
is sure to be interrupted on the next. Some say 
that the guards stationed to keep watch over the 
telegraph are insufficient, for although a force 
of one battalion proved inadequate to insure the 
preservation of the wires, the same duty is now 
entrusted to 120 Gendarmes and one company 
of soldiers. : 








FORMOSAN ITEMS. 


see Rar 

Count Kabayama’s health, it is said, not 
allowing him to resume the duties of Governor- 
General of Formosa, he has at last decided to 
resign. The Cabinet discussed the question of 
his successor on Saturday last, and resolved, it 
is stated, to nominate Lieut..General Viscount 
Katsura, Commander of the Nagoya Division. 
The General is already in Tokyo, ready to 


by the Fiji Shimpo's correspondent is to the- 


Li, and was entirely opposed to their policy of 


the outbreak of the Japan-China War, the Min . 


- 


MO 


hold the portfolio of Finance, that three other . 


wee 
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June 6, 1896.] 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


637 





assume his new functions so soon as he receives 
the commission. Viscount Katsura was at one 
time Vice-Minister of War. He enjoys a high 
reputation for systematic and business-like 
method of conducting affairs. In his Nagoya 
command, he will probably be succeeded by 
Major-General Baron Hasegawa, at present the 
Commander of a Brigade in Kyushinu. 

The Formosan Authorities aie reported to 
have decided to allow private projectors to 
undertake the construction of railways in the 
island. Viscount Takashima, Minister of 
Colonization, consulted on the subject with the 
Governor-General, and they concluded that in 
view of the difficulty of obtaining funds should 
the Government itself attempt to undertake the 
work, the best plan will be to have recourse to 
private capitalists, provided that projectors 
come forward in whom the Government can 
repose confidence. The Government will not 
give any guarantee or subsidy to a private line, 
bur will grant the necessary land at a very low 
price. 


CHINESE NEWS. 
—_——_-——_@——_—__—_ 

The Kiangyin anti-missionary ontrage has 
evoked vigorous Official action, but although the 
plot has been unravelled and the guilly persons 
have been arrested, another cruel feature has been 
added to the affair. It will be remembered that an 
accusation of murdering children having been 
preferred against the missionaries by a quack 
doctor, who entertained a grudge against them 
in connection with the lease of their premises, 
a search of the house and yard made in the 
presence of the mob, revealed the body of a 
fifteen-months-old child. The missionaries 
barely escaped with their lives. Reaching 
Chinkiang, they laid the case before the United 
States Consul-General, who immediately com- 
municated with Shanghai and also with Pekin, 
the result being that Lieut. McLean, of the 
U.S.S. Boston, was ordered to proceed to Chin- 
kiang to compile a report, and the Boston was 
got ready to proceed up the river. Meanwhile, 
a Chinese family who were friendly to the mis- 
sionaries, had applied themselves to dis- 
cover the truth. They succeeded in obtain- 
ing a confession from the quack doctor's chief 
accomplice, while the latter was under the influ- 
ence of opium. It appears that the accomplice 
had been informed by the doctor that the mis- 
sionaries would give $20 for the body of a 


‘ child, and the two, proceeding at midnight to 


a grave, carried off a corpse and hid it under 
some rubbish in the missionaries-.compound, 
whence the doctor unearthed it subsequently in 
the face of the district officials and of an in- 
furiated mob. On the night of the riot the 
mother of the children, going to burn incense 


. atthe grave, saw that the body had been re- 


moved. The friends of the missionaries in- 
duced her to prefer a complaint, and thus the 
whole plot was divulged. But unfortunately the 
quack doctor knew the family that had been 
instrumental in exposing the truth. To be 
avenged on them, he declared, when making 
his confession, that the eldest son had been an 
accomplice. The man was arrested. At first 
he maintained his innocence, but being subject- 
ed to torture, his fortitude gave way, and he 
falsely implicated himself. Whatever redress 
may ultimately be obtained, the cost of be- 
friending the missionaries will thus seem very 
high to the people of Kiangyin. 

Reports from Hankow show that the crop of 
China tea would have been exceptionally fine 
this year, had not the producing districts beén 
visited by heavy rains at the time of drying and 
firing theileaf. : 

It is related of a Cantonese girl that, hearing 
of the terrible famine in the neighbouring pro- 
vince, she sold all her jewels and ornaments, 
and adding the proceeds to her own savings and 
to money ebtained at her solicitations from rich 
relatives, succeeded in making up a sum of 
$3,000 towards the relief fand. 

The foreign residents at Chefoo are much 
dissatisfied about the grant of Messrs. Fergusson 
& Co.’s foreshore to a Russian for building pur- 
poses. The place thus disposed of was the only 


spot available for a boat harbour, which is 
urgently needed at the port. As this foreshore 
question has assumed international dimensions, 
the exact facts should be understood. In places 
like Chefoo where no foreign concession exists, 
foreign holders of Jand pay a land-tax to the 
Imperial Government. If the land be on a 
river bank or sea-shore, and thus liable to accre- 
tion or decretion, any change in its area is 
considered -from time to time when assessing 
the tax, but it is a generally accepted prin- 
ciple that the holder has the right of pré- 
emption in the case of all accretions. The 
foreshore in question at Chefoo is an accre- 
tion. It is separated from Messrs. Fergus- 
son and Company’s compound by a high-road, 
which, of course, if the above principle be ad- 
mitted, does not constitute the boundary of the 
English firm’s holding. The Chinese Authori- 
ties, however, have decided that in this particular 
case the accretion is a thing apart, and when 
Messrs. Fergusson and Company wished to 
exercise their supposed right of pr&éeinption last 
January, their application was refused on the 
plea that the land was not for sale. The ap- 
pearance of a Russian purchaser in the field 
induced the Chinese to re-consider their deci- 
sion. Thatseems to be the whole story. Itis uot 
a very serious matter under any circumstances, 
and, of course, not the slightest credence can 
be attached to the absurd stories circulated by 
English local papers in China to the effect 
that the presence of the Russian ships Rurik, 
Pamiat Asova, and Nakhimoff at Chefoo was a 
naval demonstration connected with the little 
scrap of foreshore. 

It seems probable that some unpleasant com- 
plications will arise in connection with new 
settlements acquired by the Germans, French, 
and Russians at Hankow. Each of the some- 
time allies succeeded without much difficulty 
in obtaining from the Chinese a grant of Jand. 
The Germans, recognising already established 
rights of private property, proceeded to buy out 
the owners—among whom were several fo- 
reigners—of the allotted ground. They paid 
good prices, and there is no cause of complaint 
against them. The Russians have not yet taken 
any definite step towards assuming possession 
of their new settlement, but the French appear 
to despise the vulgar method of buying out any 
one, for M. Dautremer, Consul for France, has 
addressed the following letter to the Secretary 
of the Race Club, which, as a corporation, has 
hitherto believed itself absolute owner of the 
land referred to by the Consul :— 

Hankow, May 2oth, 189$. 

S1rR,—The Frenca concession having been ‘definitely 
established and including the Jands situated to the north 
and north-east of the French Consulate, I have the honour 
to ask you to be so good as to remove all that belongs to 
the Race Club on the lands above named, such as barriers, 
buildings, etc. 

I shall be grateful to you for removing first the barriers 
which are in front of the French Consulate, for I desire to 


build there shortly. 
Accept, Sir, the assurance of my perfect consideration. 
J. DauTRemes, 
(Consul for france at Hankow). 
The Secretary of the Race Club, etc-, Hankow. 


The reported conversion to Christianity of 
Chou Han, the leader of anti-Christian sentiment 
in China, seems to have had no basis of fact. 
His abominable brochures are being again 
printed and circulated broadcast in northern 
Honan. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


-t >) _————— 


Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
apondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


THE FAMINE IN KWANGSSI. 


To THe Epitor oF THE " JAPAN MaliL.” 

Sr1r,—In the name of the whole of mankind and 
of the public at large, I make it my duty to call 
your allention to a fact apparently unknown to the 
outside world, namely, the famine now raging in 
the Kwangesi province of China, and more exact- 
ly in the Kwei-ling district. 

Ihave it on the authority of our Chinese com- 
pradore that last week there was circulated a list 
among the Chinese community, calling for sub- 
scriptions toa Relief Fund, and that 6,000 yer hav- 


Google 


ing been collected, was transmitted to Kwang:si, 
the telegraph being used owing to the urgency of 
the case. 

It is curious enough that while in the neighbonr- 
ing province of Kwang-tung rain felt almost con- 
tinually for over (wo months, not a single drop 
visited the Kwange-si province. 

I mention this because it once more illustrates 
the Chinese Authorities’ carelessness and slowness, 
or rather, I might say, want of patriotism. For the 
suffering province is wot at all one of the most 
inaccessible parts of the big Empire, being ouly a 
few hundred miles from the sea coast. A terrible 
feature that one can scarcely believe, though it has 
been related to me by our Chinese compradore, is 
that little children have been butchered, to serve 
as food for the hungry people, and their flesh has 
been sold, or is selling, at a few cents per catty. 

This shows in my opinion criminal negligence on 
the part of Chinese Authorities. I have not read 
of such horrors in the history of the world during 
any famine, even in the oldest time, long before 
steam transportation existed. 

To you, Sir, I leave the business of comment, 
but [think it my own duty not to hide the facts 
that have come to my notice. 

I temain, Sir, yours faithfully, 


OBSERVER. 
Yokohama, May 28th, 1896. 


FOREIGNERS AND JAPANESE BONDS. 


To THE EvIToR oF THE ‘JAPAN Mal,” 


Sir,—It is cleasly stipulated in our new Civil 
Law (Art. IL,) that even foreigners can enjoy the 
same private tight as Japanese subjects, unless 
prohibited by law or convention. ._That fact how- 
ever, does not need comment, being a fundamen- 
tal tule recognised not only by our statutes but 
also by the whole civilized world. It is therefore 
clear that the right of property can he enjoyed by 
foreigners, unless otherwise prohibited. Still, it 
seems necessary tc explain that distinct principle, 
as there are men who either misunderstand it, or 
pretend not to understand it.- 

Letters in the Fapan Herald of the sth and 
14th inst., state that the possession of Government 
Bonds by foreigners is a very precatious business, 
since it is not recognized by the law of the realm. 
The slanderous language used by the wiiter of the 
letters leads me to suspect that his real intention 
is maliciously to obstruct transactions in Japanese 
Government Bonds, under the mask of not under- 
standing thelegal enactments relating thereto. It 
would be puerile to waste words on that aspect of 
the question, But fearing lest some honest people 
should be misled, it may be advisable to make the 
matter clear. The Consolidated Loan Act and 
other existing enactments relating to national 
debts, do wot prohibit foreign ownership of our 
Government Bonds. The same absence of pro- 
hibition is observable in our treaties. Such being 
the case, by what principle or on what authority 
can foreigners be excluded fiom owning Japanese 
Bonds? 

The witer says that Nakasendo Railway Loan 
Bonds only may be purchased by foreigners, and 
that such is not the case with other public securities. 

From this statement, he would seem to believe 
that the Consolidated Loan Bonds o: the new War 
Loan Bonds can not be legally purchased by fo- 
reigners, because the explicit recognition of the 
right of foreigners to heldeither class of securities is 
not contained in any provision of the Consolidated 
Loan Act or the new War Loan Act, whereas Art. 
XI. of the Nakasendo Railway Loan Act clearly 
states that any pe:son of any nationality may 
purchase or transfer the Bonds. Such an infer- 
ence is most uwnwarrantable. 


The Nakasendo Railway Act was issued in the 
16th year of Metzi, when legal knowledge was not 
so mature as it is at present. Hence there was 
inserted in the Act an article that might very 
well have been omitted. At present, such a 
clause would be quite superfluous, for even in its 
absence it is evident that any person can purchase 
and transfer Government Bonds under the exist- 
ing laws of Japan. If, indeed, there be a necessity 
lo prohibit the ownership of bonds by foreigners, 
distinct provision to that effect must be enacted : 
in the absence of such provision, the right exists 
constructively. On the back of the Consolidated 
Public Loan Bonds or the new War Loan Bonds, 
the main provisions relating to the loans are 
printed both in Japanese and in English. What 
is the necessity of theie being written in English ? 
That the provision of a Japanese law should be 
rendered into English would be inexplicable, except 
on the supposition of consulting the convenience of 
foreigners whose poss&sion of Government Bonds 
is legally recognized. 

Moreover, many foreign owners of the Bonds 
receive half-yearly interest against coupons every 
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June and December. On what conceivable |or what their social standard is; or even why the 


SHIPMBNTS FROM SHANGHAI. 








grounds, then, does “ Investor” assert that Japa- Fiyu should be on such a friendly footing with For Europe. Hor America: 

nese Law does not permit foreigners to own Go-|them. Of course I shall take the proper steps to Bales. ye Pues 
vernment Bonds? Were it illegal for foreigners | controvert the Fiysu’s hortible accusations ; but in TBQO.sererversee 425777 seeseeens acs sevseeves 49,993 
to possess the Bonds, it must also be illegal to pay | the meantime I address you on this subject, as 1 V8QT sevecceoeee 430147 cevceeees 41887 sesseeere vas 
the interest to foreigners. But our Government |do not wish foreigners to entertain a false opinion I8Q2.ceseeeees 53:238 sevvreeee 51830 versereee Hah 
freely pays interest, and we have not heard that|of the Yoryoss Choho and its staff. Knowing the 18Q3..0.ceeeeeee 451944 secreesee 2 FIO secseeeee pf 
either the board of Audit or the Imperial Diet has | influence the Fapan Mail wields and how widely 1894 ...sereeeere 451889 veeseevee 71357 cereeseee 5312 


T8Q5.cceceseeeee 4,213 seccceeee Qs22O sesseevee 57,433 
The shipments from Yokohama for Europe last 


made any protest against the proceeding. Legal 
enactments and practical experience alike leave us 


your esteemed journal is read, I shall consider ita 
great favour if you will give publicity to this letter. 


no room to doubt the foreigner’s right of possesse 
ing Japanese Government Bonds. ‘ Investor” 
certainly could not entertain any doubt had he 
taken the trouble to inquire or to observe. It is 
regrettable that, in order to make his error forcible, 
he ascribes potentialities of the grossest bad faith 
to the Japanese Cabinet, traduces the character of 
the Japanese people, and maliciously hints that 
though foreigners be suffered to hold the Bonds 
at present, they may be deprived of the privilege 
at any moment. He might as well allege that, 
in Japan, there is always a possibility of laws 
being enacted for the purpose of confiscating all 
the money and all the property in the possession 
of foreigners. It is difficult to conceive how any 
person could entertain such an opinion. ‘* Inves- 


tor” himself must be conscious of its groundless- 


ness, and for that reason has recourse to sinister 
suggestions, such as would deprive him of any 
title to be noticed were it not for the nature of the 
question raised. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


A JAPANESE. 
Tokyo, May 2gth, 1896. 





“MODERN THOUGHT.” 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “ JaPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,—Prof. Henry Hartshorne, LL.D, of Phila- 
delphia U.S.A., vow resident in Tokyo for a brief 
time, upots request, delivered a lecture on April 


220d last before the Tokyo Conference of Mission- 


aries, entitled, ‘Christianity and Problems of 


Modern Thought,” in which the learned gentle- 


man treated of such special topics as Agnosticism, 
Religion and Science, Evolution, the Vicarious 
Sacrifice, the Future State, Higher Criticism, 
Ethical Culture, &c., &c. Dr. Hartshorne is a 
man of profound scholarship, extensive reading, 
and matured experience. While his treatment of 
these interesting phases of modern religious 
thought was from an orthodox standpoint, yet the 
spirit with which he handled his subject was so 
sympathetically broad and charitable as to com- 
mand the respect of even those who do their 
thinking for the most part along different lines. 
The lecture cannot fail to awaken thought and 
produce good results. I understand that it has 
been published in pamphet form and also trans- 
lated and published in Japanese, and both the 
English and vernacular copies may be had at the 
Methodist Publishing House, Tokyo. 


ONE INTERESTED. 


Yours sincerely, 


June 2nd, 1896. 


THE *“ YOROZU CHOHO.” 


To tHe EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN MAtL.” 
Sir,—In the Fapan Daily Masi of the 22nd 
instant, I notice a translation of a paragraph taken 
from the Fiyx Shimbun, the paragraph containing 
most libelious assertions affecting not only myself, 
but also the administration of the joucnal of which 
I have the honour to be the chief editor,—the 


Yorosu Choho. 


Written with the intention of making a violent 
attack on myself, the Fiyu’s paragraph asserts that 
I have embezzled certain amounts from the con- 
tributions sent in, from all parts of the Empire, to 
this journal in behalf of the soldiers participating 
in the late war with China. But it would have 
been quite impossible to misappropriate even a 
fraction of the subscriptions, unless through a culp- 
able ertor on the part of the officials directing the 
Jippet-bu, or Bureau for Military Donations, such 
a Bureau existing in the two Departments of the 
Acmy and Navy. In each instance the subscrip- 
tions were handed in directly to the Central Trea- 
sury, according to the orders of the Jippei-bu. 
Moreover, the uame of each donor and the amount 
of his or her contribution were, always once, and 
generally twice, publicly announced in the columns 
of the Yorosu Choho, and iro one instance has 
any contributor had any fault to find with the 
management of this department. Consequently 
fraud, even if so desi:ed, was absolutely impos- 
sible. The reason of the Fiyu’s malevolent attack 
lies close at hand; for lam at variance with a 
number of the Fryu’s sosh# friends, who seek to 
wound ne. [need nat tell you, Sir, what soshi are, 












Thanking you in advance for your courtesy. 
I am, yours, etc., ° 
SHIUROKU KUROIWA. 
Chief Editor, Yorosu Choho. 


Tokyo, May agth, Meiji XXIX. 





THE YOKOHAMA SILK MARKET. 
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The following is an article that was published 
in the Mew York Herald on April 18th, to which 
is attached a letter in reply by a former resi- 
The letter was slightly 
abridged in the New York paper, but it appears 


dent of Yokohama. 


here in extenso:— 
JAPAN HAS TOO MUCH SILK. 


DgALERS IN 
AS A RB&SULT OF THK DIMINUTION OF 
ForsiGn ORDERS. 
(Special Correspondence of the Herald ) 
Yokohama, March 27th, 1896. 


brokers who, as middlemen, 


an exceedingly bad way. 


bemires thein,. 


It is more than a month since, coincident with 
the international misunderstandings which then 
assumed form, trouble began to be experienced in 
The supply in Europe 
and America, especially in the United States, was 
ample, and orders received foretold a substantial 


the moving of silk stocks. 


fall in prices. The Chinese took in the situation 


and cleared out theic holdings, but the clever 
Japanese middlemen held on for arise. That rise 
As time went on and the arrival of 
5,000 piculs (bales, weighing above 133 pounds) 
became imminent, the position of holders reach. 
ed a critical stage, but they were stubborn and 
Now the situation is 


never came. 


declined to come down. 
this:—-There are nearly 20,000 piculs of silk in 


stock. Within the last fortnight quotations have 
fallen some $50 to $80 (silver), and the native 
If we take the value 
of present stocks at $600 perc bale or picul, we 
shall find that, whereas a fortnight ago they were 
worth something like twelve million silver dollars, 


dealers are in a quandary. 


they have depreciated to the extent of one million 
dollars. 
reelings come on the market it is hard to say, 


Wide-spread bankruptcy apparently is what 
the dealers have to look forward to. This would 
be to the advantage of the foreigners if it were to 
occur a year or two later, but at present it means 
but a little change in the conditions here. Such 
a catastrophe might remove once and for all that 


tween the foreign merchant and the producer, 
take from both their reasonable profits. In such 
a contingency, if it should arise about the time 
when the new treaties come into force and foreign 
capital is employed in the intesior, foreigners 
would have an unprecedented opportunity of 
coming face to face with the producer. But it 
has come all too soon, 


SOME STATISTICS. 


As showing the state of matters here and also 
as giving an idea of the silk exports from Yoko- 
hama and Shanghai, I may quote these tables 
from a native paper, which it will be observed, 
places stocks at arather higher figure than that 
mentioned by me:— 


SHIPMENTS FROM YOKOHAMA. 
For Europe. For America. 


Bales. Bales. Total. 
TBQO.eeersavees QsO76 eeoreeeee 12,463 sesceseee 215539 
TSQL ssecvcecee U4,;228 cocseeeee 25,329 sevcsevee 390557 
TBQZ..ccccccene EOGZE secsovere 20,104 seccseses 425775 
WBQ3..ceecee ree 18,763 sesseseee 145799 sevvveves 339502 
TBQ4ercecceveee 1Qs552 secvceses 235722 seseveces 43,284 
L895: rsereeveee 19,304 ssvevesee 20;7Q4 srvceeee 40,158 
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Yoxouama ALRagsapDy SUFFERING 


Japanese dealers in silk, by which is meant the 
have established 
themselves as insurmountable obstacles between 
the foreigner and the producer of caw silk, are in 
‘They are paying the 
penalty of greed, aud their situation is not ames 
liorated by the knowledge that, with his usual 
sagacity, the Chinese silkman in Shanghai has 
been successful in avoiding the mess that now 


What will take place when the new 


class of brokers who, interposing themselves be- 





year fell off slightly, but the shipments for America 
showed a satisfactory increase over the amount 
sent in the preceding year, while the export from 
Shanghai both for Europe and America largely 
exceeded the figures for 1894, making a total ex- 
port to Europe and America in excess of last year 
of 7,061 bales. There are still some 30,000 bales: 
in Yokohama, and stocks of raw silk and cocoons 
remaining in the various silk districts are said to 
amount to more than 10,000 bales, so that there 
must still be some 40,000 bales in Japan. Assum- 
ing that about one-third of this stock will be con- 
sumed for home use, there will be at least 26,000 
bales for export. 


WORKING ON A SMALL MARGIN, 


It is customary for the middlemen to make 
pretty heavy advances to the silk-worm growers 
and reelers. ‘These are fixed by agreement among 
the brokers, not to exceed sixty per cent. of the 
total value of the produce, but no sooner does one 
dealer make his offer than another overbids him, 
so that the margin between advance and value of 
security is often very small. Think of the poor 
middlemen's position when such a slump as the 
present takes place! ‘There are, of course, some 
large and well established silk dealers who may 
safely be backed to weaken financial trouble of 
thiskind, but many others have obtained advances 
of. ninety per cent. from the chief Japanese banks, 
the Nippouw Ginko (Bank of Japan), and Shokin 
Ginko (Specie Bank). 

Upon them the banks are now pressing clam- 
orously. In despair the dealers have approached 
the Ministers for Finance and for Agriculture and 
Commerce, as well as the two banks, asking that 
a loan be made to them of ten million dollars with- 
outinterest. What the authorities will do remains 
to be seen, but the most level-headed amony the 
brokers are coming around to the belief that the 
best course will be to clear off thei¢ present hold- 
ings, even at low prices—an average of $550 per 
picul is mentioned, which is a considerable tall. 

A proposal to ship 10,000 bales direct to the 
United States without the invention of the fo- 
reiguer was mooted for atime, but the Japanese 
appear to have recognized how foolish such a 
course would be. 


JAPAN SILK TRADE. 
To THe EpitTor oF THE ‘‘ New YorkK Heratp.” 


SiR:—As a raw silk merchant of over twenty-five years’ 
standing in Japan and as one who has actually passed 
more than twenty years actively engaged in that trade in 
Yokohama, may I be permitted to correct some very 
glaring ercors and misstatements which appeared in your 
issue of the 13th instant under the heading of :—‘‘ Japan 
has too much Silk.’”? Your special correspondent in 
the first place makes a vivlent and most unjust attack on 
the Japanese so-called brokers, dealers, or middlemen. 
He accuses them of ‘‘ interposing themselves between the 
foreign merchant and producer as insurmountable obstacles 
and taking from both their reasonable profits,’ and he 
holds forth on the Utopian idea of the benefits to be 
derived when the revised treaties coming into force; he 
says ‘‘ foreign capital would be employed in the interior and 
foreigners would have an unprecedented opportunity of 
coming face to face with the producer.’’ 

Now Sir, though all this may sound quite reasonable to 
a superficial reader quite unused to Eastern Trade, and to 
one without any practical knowledge and experience of 
facts, | can most confidently assert that the Japanese 
dealer or middleman is the one man of all others whom we 
have to thank for having placed the raw silk trade in 
Japan on something like the same footing that the trade of 
any important staple article enjoys in any civilized country. 

he caw silk business in Japan 20 or 25 years ago was 
carried on in the most primitive and unsatisfactory way. 
The silks offered were in comparatively small parcels, and 
were nearly all reeled in various bad and primitive ways ; 
indeed so poor and mixed was the quality as compared 
with what is to-day produced that it is doubtful if the bulk 
could have been used at all for this now most important 
market. 

Ifthe silk, however» was unsatisfactory, the mode of doing 
business in those times with the Japanese was still more so; 
it more resembled the bartering, disputing and haggling 
that serves as an apology for commerce with semi-barbarous 
nations than the broad and practical trade of civilized 
countries; the buyer never knew what goods he would 
receive eventually, no matter on what samples and 
promises they were sold, and in self-defence he always 
offered a fictitious price fully expecting to have to cut it 
down considerably on account of bad quality before the 
merchandise finally changed hands. A reliable, sound and 
regular trade was quite impossible, and firm offers, refusals, 
etc., equally so. 

At this point, a few more intelligent and far-seeing 
Japanese stepped in; these men had capital, and broader 
views ; they realized that the silk culture and trade of 
Japan had to be revolutionized, and they used every effort 
to achieve this end in order to keep pace with the rest of 
the world. These men are now the silk dealers of Japan; 
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for 25 years they have identified themselves with all that 
has been progressive, they have invested much capital in 
the silk industry, and they have strived throughout to 
cause better silk to be reeled by the up-country spinners 
and to place the trade in this staple on a sounder and 
broader basis. 

It is entirely due to them that we now can ina short 
time buy hundreds of bales of fairly even quality, when 
formerly it took us weeks of disputing with primitive and 
narrow-minded traders to secure a few mixed lots. ‘fhe 
profits which these dealers make moreover are asa rule 
not excessive, and often they have to’ suffer losses. As to 
dealing direct with the producer, it is as a rule utterly im- 
practicable, not because we cannot go to him (for he often 
comes to us in Yokohama and attempts a direct trade) but 
because he is still so primitive, suspicious, and small in his 
ideas that it is next to impossible to treat with him; the 
broader-minded and more business-like dealer has invari- 
ably to come to the rescue, and is always fairer and more 
reasonable. 

Now -as to the statistics:—Your correspondent here 
again shows that he is entirely at sea, and, I regret to say, 
lamentably incompetent to write on the subject he has 
chosen. tie says :—‘‘ There are still some 30,000 bales in 
Yokohama and stocks of raw silk and cocoons remaining 
in the various silk districts are said to amount to more 









































more than the sum brought down from last year’s 
working has been spent in repairs and improvements. 

The gross profit for the past year is $22,379.38. 
After providing for the payments for repairs, interest 
on debentures, and interim dividend of 3 percent. and 
writing off certain sums for bad debts and for deprecia- 
tion, there is a balance of $8,709.31, out of which it is 
proposed to pay a further dividend of 4 per cent. on 
the capital and carry forward $2,309.31 to the new 
account, 

Mr. Ure, the Auditor of Company, resigned his post 
on account of his departure for Europe; before leaving 
he had made an audit of the accounts for the first six 
months of the year. The directors requested Mr, 
Potts to complete the audit. Mr. H. M. Arnould and 
Mr. R. Ward retire by rotation from the Board but 
are eligible for re-election. The Shareholders will 
also have to appoint an Auditor, 

Henry C. Litcurigyp, Chairman. 


WorKINnG AcCounT FROM IST, APRIL, 1895, TO 
31st Marcu, 1896. 


YOKOHAMA BRANCH. 




















than 10,000 bales, so that there must still be some 40,000 Dr. 
bales in Japan. To Wines, Spirits and Cigars wee vee $17,290.29 

eau tbiog ie preposterous wae never written, and Phe reece inhand.. ... acne 15539544 
when I consider, Sir, the deservedly high reputation, and| »» Stor Pee se a oene- 
large circulation of your paper, and the consequent great meee value oe Srock in hand: os 795,20 91,089.47 
injury that such a grossly erroneous statement can work »» Salaries and Wages 11,592.25 
to the whole silk trade here (which is already unfortu-]| ,, Insurance Account... 1,112 78 
nately in a depressed state) I feel bound to correct these| ,. General Expenses ... $2166.54 
statements and to do all in my power to put the interested | » baa na ee sas a 
public right in justice to all concerned. © cena edt an ie 

Your correspondent. there is not the slightest doubt, *. Auditors’ Fees ms 300.00 
obtained his figures from Japanese papers, and these » Legal Expenses... 25.00 
always estimate stock, &c., by the number of Japanese | ,, Profit and Loss Account... 11,584.04 
boxes zot bales of silk. | Now two Japanese boxes go as nc aRaaenes 
neatly as poste to one bale, which reducer your cores Cr $70,910.48 
Spondents figures for stocks to just one-half of what he] p Wi Spirits and Cigars we $32,800. 
estimates : this would be fairly correct, and, though still ef ftousa Account . " G ie pmee rin 
somewhat too high, would correspond with my own and all] ;, Steam Launch Account... 272.00 
other silk merchants’ information and also with the official | ,, pare bianater Kees ee 

; » Rent Accou ; vee sos ia fy 4 
for ange al of Commerce Report of which I! SlaterestAccouns 2 ee 184.46 
Nobody with the slightest practical knowledge of the $70,910.48 
subject could possibly have fallen into such a preposterons 
: . oan : TOKYO BRANCH. 
ole an I cane an alone indicates the reliance that can Dr 
e¢ placed on the other portion of the letter in question, ines, Spirits and Ci ae 8 
at any rate this alone, I think, will be conside:ed by you me bid ae ad Of Steck 1a hand a ‘ peed 3389.48 
‘as fully justifying the present communication from i 
Yours truly, Fe VIVANTI,, “4 a0 Stores 2nd Exovisions Sgt03s 
' sa : 
OOOO os Salaries and Wages vee 3:934-50 
Se Se Se - prac enses ap eee ere 
» Riring, Lighting, an ashing 2,988, 
YOKOHAMA PUBLIC HALL AS- | *, Grout Rent ens Washing ay 
SOCIATION xy Profitand Loss Account ... 10,795.34 
; $31,651,85 
Se Cr. 

The annual meeting of shareholders called for | By House Account... vs w+ $31,681.85 
the 26th ult. and adjourned to the 2nd inst. was $31,652.85 
not held for want of a quorum. ; PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT, 

The accounts for the year are now published for To Repairs and Improvements, Yokohama . 
the information of shareholders :— Branch gece eens $5,217.07 

o Repairs & Improvements, Tokyo Branch 2,950.27 
YOKOHAMA PUBLIC HALL ASSOCIATION. » Interest on Debentures, Yokohama ,, 420.00 
Accounts for the year 1895-1896. ” Route on heen Tokyo 4830.00 
° oo eee eee oe Z 00 
Cr. i Written off Electric Light _ aa co 
Balance from last account $ 521.08] 4 Written off Steam Launch ... 250.00 
Receipts for the year... sis 3,020.55] » Pitiaen paid 3 tl pe eS. 4,800.00 
1 Oo De ent. 
i Dr. , $260,000 tse see ate ate awe $5,400 00 
Working account ae. ee oe § 682.55 » Balance tocarried down... ..., 2,309.3% $8,709.32 
Insurance on Buildings & Furniture 114.00 Paerrs 
ooe eee eee eee . x = S 
aaa on Mortgage 5 fy sch By Balance from last year... aoe a $6,797.27 
rad aah Rent” se aee tee tee pei a Crore prone on Working Account, g: 
ge TT gee gee tee . okohama.,, ...  .. ase $7,884.04 
Lavatory Buildings, Furniture 557.73 x Gross Profit on Working Account, 
New Furniture, Repairing Piano, &c: 364.55 Tokyo iis wee ewe » 10,795.34 22,379.38 
Deposit Hongkong Wank of Specia ————— 
account... 0 we we ee wee 810.00 seers Aub aadnitieins $29,176.65 
Balance... 1... sss seus 320.71 7 
et eee | National Bank of China .. ... a $3 4934-73 
. .63 | Cash in Hand, Yokohama... oe $ 728.40 
$3,541.63 $3,541.63 Cash in Hand, Tokyo oe 2,819.29 9,$47.69 
Balance... ... «. se $ 320.71} insurance Account 1 a ee 2,565 07 
Dependency : Sundry Debtors $9,498.36 less written off. $1,500.00 7.995.36 
6 Months’ interest on Mortgage due Steam Launch $2,500 less written off 250.00 2,250,00 
on 22nd Ma ‘ po ea be 285.00 Electric Plant $3,936.r7 less written of .., $00.00 3436.27 
y 5 Property Account 370,693.43 
Yokohama, May 16th, 1896. Furniture Account Sac A. ce 49,861.98 
Tom Tuomas, Hon. Treasurer, | incandescent Light .. ...  .., 2,067. 
: Stores Account—Stock in Hand .., 195.20 

Compared with vouchers and found correct, Wines, Spirits and Cigars, Tokyo i, %,§00.00 

Aua. Ect. Wines, Spirits and Cigars, Yokohama ,.. 2,994-75 3494-75 

$249,002.38 

Capital Account gos sea $260,000.00 

THE CL UB HOTEL, LIMITED. Debentures Account... see tee 7$,000.00 
roe “ een Sundry Creditors coe one eee eee ory 40785.37 

- . . Unclaimed Dividend Ty) et t0 90.00 

The seventh annual ordinary general meeting] Debenture Interest... 20 437-50 
of shareholders in the Club Hotel, Limited, was] Profitand Loss Account... 3) 0.) 8ygog.gx 


held on Friday afternoon. There were present, 
Messrs. H. C. Litchfield, in the Chair, R. Ward, 
E. Kuaff, A. Coye, J. W. Hall, C. D. Moss; H: Z. 
Wheeler, H.C. Pigott, G. Allcock, and T. L. 
Brower. 

On the proposition of Mr. WHEBLER, seconded 
by Mr. ALLCOCK, the minutes of the last general 
meeting were taken as read. 

The CHairMANn then presented the following 
report and accounts :-— 

REPORT. 

Your directors are pleased to report that the work. 
ing of the Company during the past year ended 31st 
March, 1896, has shown an improvement on that of 
past years. 

Your directors point out that the assets of the Com- 
pany stand in the books at the original value, and that 


$249,023.38 

Yokohama, 31st March, 1896. . 

C. H. Fuaron. Acting Secretary. 

I have compared the above account with the Books and 
Vouchers of the Company and find the same to be in accordance 
therewith. 

P. C. Potrs, Auditor. 

The CHatnMAN—Looking at the small atten- 
dance of shareholders present this afternoon, I 
may assume that the report on the working of the 
Hotel, just read, is so sufficiently satisfactory as not 
to elicit any marks of dissatisfaction or disapproval 
of shareholders; or perhaps it is owing to other 
business requiring their attention in various parts 
of the Settlement that prevents the presence of 
many shareholders who generally attend our 
general meeting. Fortunately, our Articles of 
Association require but a small quorum of share- 


Google 


holders for the passing of the accounts, adoption 
of the report, and declaration of a dividend. 
This meeting is therefore competent to undertake 
the business for which it has been convened. Be- 
fore asking you to pass the report and accounts, 
I should like to mention that the chief alteration, 
or change, in the working of the Club Hotel dus- 
ing the past year, has been the appointment of 
Mr, Sioen as manager—an appointment, that, so 
far as we have been able to judge during the six 
months that be has been manager, has given satis- 
faction. We heard that the services of Mr. Sioen 
were available, and as he had piven satisfaction 
in a similar position in another treaty port, 
your Directors thought it to be their duty to 
engage him, as the best man for the place. There 
was no imputation against the former manager ; 
the directors acted as they did because they 
considered it their duty to get the best man they 
could to fill tthe position. ‘The first result of Mr. 
Siven’s management was a strike among the ser- 
vants of the Hotel. Incidentally the result of that 
strike eventuated in the interests of the Company, 
the work was greatly improved through the Cum. 
pany being able tu get tid of many of the old ser- 
vants and to secure new ones in their places. The 
effect has been an improvement in the appearance 
of the Hotel, and greater comfort and tidiness in 
the rooms. Here I should like to mention that 
the Directors, and the management, during the 
strike, received very valuable assistance from the 
police authorities of the Ken—assistance that 
prevented the molestation of the new servants 
of the Club Hotel by the strikers. It was in 
great measure owing to the assistance teceived 
from the police, that we were able to come through 
the strike to the satisfaction of everybody con- 
nected with the Hotel, I will add that the 
management of the Hotel Metropole continues 
lo give satisfaction to the residents of the capital 
and visitors there. - 

Mr. WHEELER proposed, and Mr. HALt second- 
ed, the adoption of the teport and accounts.— 
Carried. ' 

The CHarRMAN—The next business is the elec- 
tion of Directors, to replace the two that retire. ; 

Mr. WHeg_er—Does not the declaration of a 
dividend take precedence of that business P 

The CaatnrMan—The passing of the acconnte 


carried a declaration of dividend, I imagine. 


Mr. WHEBLBR—The declaration of a dividend 
is a proposal of the Directors, but it should not be 
included in the accounts, 


The CuatnMan—If you like I will take a Proe 
position that a dividend be declared. 


Mr. Brower moved, and Mr. Wueg_er second: 
ed. that the proposed dividend be declared.— 
Carried. 


Mr. Picotr said he had one question to ask. 
Were the Directors satisfied that the fire insur- 
ance policies on the buildings sufficiently covered 
the hotels and property at Yokohama and Tokyo P 
What with the rapid increase in the value of pro- 
perty heres-and if the Hotels weré burnt it 
would take a twelve month to rebuild them, were 
the buildings satisfactorily covered to repay share- 
holders and debenture-holders. He did not ex- 
pect an answer then, but put forward the question 


as a reminder that the Directors should look into 


the matter. 


The CuatRMAN—I am glad you mentioned the 
matter. The directors looked into the matter of 
fire insurance in June last, and we found that the 
buildings were fully insured; as fully insured as 
we thought was fair tothe Company and the Insuc- 
ance offices. I am sorry I have not the figures 


fo} here, but I will have a memorandum drawn up 


which can be inspected by any shareholder at the 
office. 

Mr. Picott—I would rather that the figures 
were not given me officially to-day. 

The CHAIRMAN—The new board will take 
into consideration the advisability of a valuation 
being made of all our properties, with the view 
of effectually insuring them and thereby perfectly 
safeguarding the interests of the shareholders 
and the debenture-holders. 

Mr. ALLcocK moved, and Mr. Hatt seconded, 
that Messrs. Arnould and Ward be re-elected 
Directors of the Company.—Carried. 

Mr. ALLCOCK next moved a vote of thanks to 
the Directors, manager, and staff of the Company 
for their services during the past year. 

Mr. WHEBLER wished to make an amendment 
to the proposition. He moved that not only should 
a vote of thanks to the Directors be passed, but that 
the Directors be allowed to receive $500 for theic 
services during last year. His friend on his right 
(Mr. C. D. Moss) reminded him that small fishes 
were sweet, so they offered the Directors a small 
fish this year in the hope that it might be a whale 
the next.—(Hear, hear.) 


a 


{ 


- session must be credited to the Japanese, wh 
¢ affer successive years of internal warfare, at 
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The CHarrMan tuled that the meeting had no 

power to vote any remuneration to the Directors. 
{t was called merely to receive and adopt the ac- 
counts, declare a dividend, and appoint two Direc- 
tors. At the same time he thanked the share- 
holders for this expression of kindness towards 
the Board of Directors, and hoped that they would 
be able to give more satisfaction in the coming 
year. . 
Mr. Picott=—=-Mr. Wheeler’s amendment not 
being in order, I beg have to second Mr. Allcock’s 
motion of a vote of thanks to the Directors, 
manager, and staff.—Carried. 

The CHainman—lI thank you very sincerely, 
gentlemen, on behalf of the Board. The meeting 
is now adjourned. 








ASITATIC SOCIETY OF FAPAN. 
—————_@—____ 

A general meeting of the Asiatic Society was 
held at the Parish Building, No. 54, Tsukiji, on 
Wednesday, May 27th, at 4 p.m. In the absence 
of the President and Vice-President, Dr. Divers 
occupied the chair. 

After the minutes were read and other business 
transacted, the Chairman called upon Mr. Jas. 
W. Davidson to read his lecture on Formosa, of 
which we give the following abstract : 


Formosa, signifying ‘‘ Beautiful,” the name so 
apply chosen by the Portuguese, the first known 
Europeans to visit it, in area is about half the size 
of Ireland, containing 14,982 square miles. The 
nearest point of the mainland is Vangan, at the 
southern entrance to the Haitan Straits, where the 
distance across in 74 miles. From the noth point 


to South Cape, at the south extremity, the island, 
latitude, 


measures 245 miles, and extends in 
from 21° 542! to 25° 183’ N. Its greatest width 
is 76 miles. OF all the dominions which, pre- 
vious to the late Japanese war, acknowledged the 
authority of China, no corresponding portion of 
area can be compared with Formosa in interest 
and future importance; and this equally, whe- 
ther we consider the variety and richness of 
its soil; the stores of its mineral wealth; its 
scenery, grand and picturesque; or the character 
of its aboriginal inhabitants—tribes of savages 
as wild and untamed as can be found in all 
Asia, and sufficiently unknown and unaccounted 
for to please the most enthusiastic ethnologist. 
Formosa was unknown to China and Japan 
until the close of the Yuan dynasty, a.p. 1368; 
although before that time, at some period of the 


Sui dynasty, A.D. 589-618 certain officials in the}? 


Chinese Court are said to have gone as far as the 
group of isles lying south-east of China, now known 
asthe Pescadores. The truth of this statement 
is not assured, but it is known that, during the 
Yuan dynasty, the isles were visited by officials, 
who on returning reported them inhabited. 
During the reign of the Emperor Suen-tsung, 
of the Ming dynasty, in the year 1430 a.D., Wan- 
san-ho, while av officer of the Contt~was driven 
by storm upon Formosa, and through the kind- 
ness of the natives was furnished the means of 
returning to the mainland. ‘This seemed to arous 
an interest among the officials, and the island was 
for some time the subject of considerable discus- 
sion, although no Eimperor seemed sufficiently 
impressed to embrace it in his own dominions. 
More than a century later, a pirate, who had 
been driven with his fleet from the Pescadores by 
a Chinese Squadron, took refuge in Formosa, 


‘ which was then uncultivated and inhabited only 


by savages. The pirate, apparantly an ambitious 
man, seized upon the island for himself, and, 
better to fit it for his purposes, massacre 
all the inhabitants that fell into his handsj 
smearing his vessels with the blood of the un 
fortunate victims, Following him came many. 
Chinese pirates who made their head-quarters o 
the island, which offered a safe retreat. ‘The firft 
attempt to secure Formosa as a tributary pés- 


tempted to enlarge their domain by reaching out 


to the chain of islands lying south-west of Japans 


The most formidable of those interested in secur 
ing the new territory were a band of men know: 
as Po-han (God of War) pirates, with the warlik 
retainers of the Daimios Murakami and Kon 
as leaders. A great many people assembled 
under their flags, and numerous expeditions were 
sent to the south-west, as far as Formosa. In 
this way many Japanese, as well ay Chinese, had 


- established themselves in the island, before the 
* Hollanders arrived to found a settlement. 


It was 
the rivalry between the trading nations which 
led eventually to the Dutch occupation of the 
island. The Dutch landed on Formosa in 1624 
and at once took possession of a harbour on the 
southwestern side, near the present village of 
Anping. A fort was erected, to be replaced how- 













































ever six years later by Fort Zealand, a more sub- 
stantial affair, as the extensive ruins to be seen at 
this day would imply, A second and smaller 
work, was built at a subsequent date not far 
distant. The great object of the Dutch company 
was to establisty headquarters for their Chinese and 
Japanese trade. Raw silk and other articles for 
the market were to be collected by the time the 
ships destined for Japan arrived from Holland. 
On their return from that country, these vessels 
would complete their cargoes with such Chinese 
merchandise as might answer the demands of 
Java and Europe. The first measure of the new 
Government was to lay a duty on sugar and rice, 
two staple articles which even at that early time 
were exported to China in considerable quantities. 
The Chinese settlers paid this without: murmur- 
ing; but the Japanese, the more powerful race of 
colonists, who seem to have cartied on a most ex- 
tensive and lucrative trade, refused to submit to 
these exactions. This pave rise to bitter hatred 
on both sides, and as the matter was referred to 
Japan and placed hefore the Court of Yedo, the 
whole Japanese commerce enjoyed by the Dutch 
was pul in jeopardy, During the first year of the 
Dutch administration, matters went on quietly; 
but with the decay of the ruling dynasty in China, 
piracy became very general on the coast, and 
greatly embarrassed the trade. Valentyn says 
the commander of the buccaneers had one thousand 
juoks with which he swept all the seas, so that 
scarcely a vessel could reach her destination safely. 
In 1627, several junks came again fiom Japan 
under a commodore who was determined upon 
obtaining justice from the Dutch. It does not 
appear what were his teal grievances; but at all 
events, latyve sums had been lost in the trade, part 
of which had been confiscated by the Dutch Go- 
vernment. Alter much and bitter altercation, the 
visitors returned to their country with 16 nalives 
n board, who offered the island tu the Japanese 
ruler, ‘The Dutch becoming acquainted with this 
roceeding, immediately despatched to Yedoa Mi. 
aito, who by bribes and persuasion prevailed 
upon the Shogun to seject this advantageous offer. 
Naito afterward became Goveimor of the island, 


‘and was by no means tardy in taking ample ce- 


venge upon the Japanese colonists. Exasperated 
by repeated acts of aggression, these settlers re- 
olved to make an example of the Governor. On 
n occasion when a fleet of their junks was on 
he point of sailing, a strong party entered 
overnment House and took Naitu prisoner. 
ince the garrison was very small, and the sui- 
prise sudden, the Goveruor gladly compromised 
ihe matter, and instructed the Council to accede 
to all demands. In 1626, the Spanish founded a 
colony on the north coast at Kelung. The Dutch, 
greatly offended at these proceedings, took 
their fort about ten years aflerwards, and esta- 
blished there factories of theic own as well as 
gt Tamsui, where a very substantial brick fort, 
still standing in good condition, was erected. 
‘While the Japanese gradually retired from the 
island, the Chinese immigrants increased rapidly. 


The whole period of Dutch authority in Formosa 
was fraught with calamity to China, both through 
the scourge of civil war and through foreign in- 
vasion. Among the daring spirits which those tur- 
bulent days produced, was one Teisshi-ryo, called 
by the foreigners Chun Shi-lung or Ignon, who 
became Commander-in-Chief of a powerful pirate 
band having their head-quarters in Formosa. This 
man in tris younger days was poor and unknown, 
but later becoming a trader in Japan, he rapidly 

massed an immeuse fortune. He made his home 
at Hirada in the déminion of the Daimyo Omura, 
neac.the present city of Nagasaki, there marrying 
a Japanese woman of the Togawa family, to whom 


Jin the year 1624 was born a son, named Tei Sei- 


ko better known as Ryalutind, The father, from a 
pelty trader, grew by foreign trade to be the 
tichest merchant in China, and fitted out at his 
own expense a fleet to oppose the Tartars. 
In 1661, we find Koxinaga, who had in his fa- 
ther’s turn, became a powerful opponent of the 
Tartars, preparing an expedition against the 
Dutch in Formosa. With 25,000 soldiers the is- 
land was reached and after a siege of nine months 
the Hollanders were forcedto surrender. Chinese 
laws and customs were now introduced into the 
island and the Chinese immigrated in great num- 
bers. Koxinaga’s son and grandson both became 
rulers in turn, but the latter, weakened by the con- 
tinued opposition of the Tartars, was induced in 
1683 to surrender. Thus for thirty-eight years 
after its fall, the old Ming dynasty continued to 
be recognized in Formosa. For the next hundred 
and fifty years the island suffeced greatly from 
rebellions and during the outbreak of 1722, the 
capital was seized and the rebel leader crowned 
by his supporters, as Emperor. Over a hundred 
thousand lives were lost in the rebellion of 1794, 
which lasted 33 years. Count Benyowsky visited 
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the island in 1771 and coming into conflict with 
the watives cruelly slaughtered great numbers 
of them. The subsequent history of Formosa 
was for many years one of almust uninterrupted 
atrocity on the part of the natives. Mariners 
from nearly every civilized nation were known 
to have been either slaughtered outright of to 
have perished from the inhuman treatment to 
which they were subjected. Chief among the 
atrocities committed by the Chinese stands the 
fate of the 197 British subjects who were wrecked 
on the island. They were carried to Taiwan-fu in 
cages, taken out in a field near by and all executed. 
Again in fier a long state of difficulties 
in the relations between foreigners and the local 
government, affairs were brought to a crisis by a 
savage attack made on the foreigners in the South, 
Mr. Gibson, a courageous British Consul, requisi- 
tioned a landing force from a British gunboat, 
which seized and held Fort Zealand, storming the 
town of Anping at night, inflicting a loss on the 
Chinese of 17 killed and 16 wounded. In 1872 
an open boat was cast ashore in South Forinosa 
and its occupants, Japanese subjects, were cruelly 
murdered by a party of Botan savages. Ona 
claim being presented to the Chinese Government, 
the reply was made that the savage tribes on the 
Eastern half of the island were not subjects of the 
Empire. Whereupon Japan took the matter in 
her own hands, landed an expedition in Formosa, 
and punished the offending natives severely. In 
1884 and 1885, the French attempted to hold 
Formosa as security for the indemnity promised 
by China duting the Franco-Chinese was. The 
attack was made in the north, the port of Kelung 
captured, and the forts there destroyed. Tamsui 
was bombarded and a futile altempt made to 
land. Eventually a blockade was declared of the 
whole of Formosa which continued through the 
entire winter, A treaty being signed in June the 
blockade was raised and Kelung evacuated. In 
a discription of Formosa’s inhabitants, the lecturer 
estimated the savage population between two aud 
three hundred thousand. The western half of the 
island, the northern and southern districts, which 
are the only portions of the island thoroughly ex- 
plored, are thickly settled by Chinese and civilized 
abotigines. It is true the Japanese flag flies 
over the whole island, but it is only in the last 
mentioned districts that any attempt to govern has 
been made either by them or their predecessers. 
OF late years the Chinese Government ruled 
over the peacefully inclined Chinese with all the 
tyranny and abuse which chatacterizes the Go- 
vernment on the mainland, but politically inflicted 
no more law on the bill men than they thought 
they could safely stand. Pethaps of any class, 
excepting the savages, the Chinese Hakkas caused 
the most trouble. They principally lived near the 
savage border where they engaged in tricking 
the savages in the most dastardly manner with 
the accompanying pastime of mutual extermina- 
tion. One thing, however, to be said in favour of 
the Chinese in Formosa is that they have always 
been more friendly to the foreigners than their 
kinsmen on the mainland, and as a whole ducing 
the last few years have becn considered peaceful. 
It has been often stated that some at the sav- 
age tribes were cannibals. The savages are head 
hunters only, They exhibit the Chinese heads as 
an example of their own personal bravery in killing 
theic mane A sort of certificate of death as it 
were, and doing away with a coroner’s inquest. 
The Chinese take the savage’s head to be dis- 
played in the streets of the cities to be spat upon, 
jabbed with sticks, thus amusing the populace, and 
satisfying their thisst for atrocity. And it is th 

Chinese rather than the savage who ate the can 

nibals, their so-called civilization of thousands o 
years has not succeeded in doing away with this 
fearful custom. After killing a savage on the 
istand, the head is carried away for Ehibtion and 
the body divided among the captors and eaten. 
The kidney, liver, heart, and sole of the foot are 
considered the most desirable portions, and are 
usually cut up in very small pieces boiled and 
eaten asa soit of soup. The flesh and bones are 
boiled aud made into a sort of jelly. “The Chinese 
profess to believe, in accordance with an old 
superstitution, that the eating of this savage flesh 
will give them strength and courage. To some 
this superstition may be a partial excuse for the 
ealing of human flesh, but even that falls through 
if one stops to think that superstitious beliefs are 
at the bottom of cannibalism as practiced by most 
savape tribes of the world. During the big 
savage outbreak of 1891 so great was thie loss of 


life that savage flesh was brought in-pableais, the 
same as pork, and sold like pork in the warkets of 
the cities. aa arn 
"De. Divers, after thanking Mr. Davidson on 
behalf of the Society for his lecture, stated that the 
meeting was open to discussion. 

Mr. Mason said that he had been told that the 
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climate of Formosa was very bad. All foreigners 
without except were subject to fever. He would 
like to inquire whether Mr. Davidson’s experience 
corroborated this. 

Mr. Davidson said that while the climate was 
bad in some parts, particularly the north, he did 
not think it was equally so in other parts of the 
Island. He himself had never been subject to 
any fever. 

In answer to Bishop McKim, who inquired 
what the foreign population of the Island was, 
Mr. Davidson said that in otdinary times there 
were nty-five in the Island. At 
certain seasons, however, when the tea and other 
products were exported, the numbers inci eased, 
say to fifty o¢ sixty. He stated further that the 
Kies ation of Japauese so far had been very stmall, 

The Japanese coolies were of a very undesi:able 
character and bore a bad reputation. So far, 
there were only officials, workmen employed by 
the Government, and a few agents of commercial 
companies. 

Dr. Divers inquired ahout the food of the 
aborigines. In answer Mr. Davidson said that 
they lived largely by hunting and fishing. They 
also ate rice, which partly they raised themselves 
and partly obtained by trading with the Chinese. 
They obtained the means of paymeat from the 
rent of camphor trees and from bringing drugs to 
matket. The aborigines hated the Chinese, and 
were in general well disposed to the Japanese. 

In teply to a further question, Mr. Davidson 
said the best time to visit Formosa was the fall, 
during October, November and part of December. 
In the last mouth the rainy season began. In 
the South he thought the rainy season not so bad. 

Whien further questioned as to the aborigines, 
he said it was possible to visit them, but dangerous, 
because the Hakas would be likely to interfere. 
The highest mountain is higher shan Fuji, and 


“y the average height of the mountains, which are on 


7 the East, is 8,000 or 9,000 feet. The cliffs on the 
East coast are extremely precipitous and some 
times rise sheer to the height of 5,000 feet. The 
resources of the Island, he explained, are mainly 
coal, iron, and gold. The last article is probably 
abundant. 

The meeting adjouined at 5.15 p.m. 


U.S. CONSULATE-GENERAL COURT. 


—_————_>—____——- 
Before W. N. MclIvor, Esq., Consul-General and 
Judge, sitting with Assessors. 
Monday, June tst, 1895. 


THE CHARTBRED BANK OF 1. C. AND A. Versus 
W. WILSON AND COMPANY, 


This was a case instituted to recover various 
monies advanced by the plaintiff company to the 
defendant. Mr. Lowder appeared for the Bank, 
the defendant not putting in an appearance. 

The Petition read to the Court stated that De. 
fendant was atea-merchant, having his warehouses 
at Nos. 258, 259, and 260, Yokohama; and that 
he was indebted to the Plaintiffs in the sum of 
$21,640.13, being balance of money lent by the 
Plaintiffs to the Defendant at the request of De- 
fendant after giving credit for all moneys repaid 
by Defendantto Plaintiffs. The Plaintiffs prayed 
that the Defendant be adjudged to pay the sum of 
$21,640.14, with interest thereon at the rate of 7 
per cent. per annum, and be condemned to pay 
the costs of the action. An affidavit was attached 
to the petition that was sworn to on 2nd January 
by Mr. James Archer, stating that Defendant was 
not residing in the Empire of Japan, but had pro- 
peity in the offices, dwelling-house, and ware- 
houses on lots Nos. 258, 259, and 260, Yokohama. 

The Assessors sworn were Mr, E. W. Tilden and 
Mr. W. Merriman. 

Mr. Lowder, after the Assessors had been 
sworn, briefly opened his case. He said that the 
action was instituted by the Chartered Bank of 
India, China and Australia, Bankers, against the 
defendant, William Wilson, carrying on business 
8s a merchant, for the recovery of certain money 
advanced to him in the usual way of business, He 
had been tequested to stale that in Liinging this 
case, the plaintiffs had no desire to impeach the 
characte: of the defendant, or to cast any reflection 
on the manner in which he had cacried on his 
business. He had met with a reverse which he 
had faced courageously, and he had done all that 
lay in his power to retrieve his position and to 
indemnify others from the effects of his losses. 
The defendant had paid off so much of the debt 
that the amount originally sued for, $21.640.14, 
had been reduced by payments on account toa 
balance to debit of $9,833.76. In these sums he 
was speaking in yen. He asked for judgment in 
that amount with agreed interest at the rate of 7 
per cent. up lo the 22nd of May. 

W. B. Herbert, Marshal of the Court, sworn, 


deposed to serving notice of summons at the ware- 
house of the defendant in this action. Not find- 
ing the defendant there he obtained on order from 
the Court to serve the summons by publication in 
the newspapers, 

Percy Alexander Angier, sworn, deposed—I 
am in the service of the Chartered Bank of 
India, Anstralia, and China. In the month 
of January, 1895, the Bank advanced $21,145,14 
to the defendant, and on the 22nd of May this 
year the amount still due was $9,833.76, the in- 
terest agreed npon beiny at the rate of 7 per cent. 

Mr. Lowder—Upon that evidence I ask the 
Court to give judgment for the amount sued for. 

His Honour said he had one or two questions 
to ask the witness. When the money was advanced 
to the defendant was any document given that 
proved the debt? 

Witness—Yes, The loan deed would be signed. 

Mr. Lowder said that, for the satisfaction of the 
Court, he could say that he had been over the 
figures personally with the defendant. 

His Honour had no doubt as to the correctness 
of the evidence given, but he and the Assessors 
would like to seethe document. The Court would 
adjourn for 15 minutes for the production of the 
document. 

Mr. Angier, on the Court resuming, produced a 
promissory note, signed by Wilson & Company, 
for $21,145.14, dated January, 1895. It was 
signed ‘* E, Whittall per pro. William Wilson & 
Co.” Before accepting this, the Bank were 
satisfied, by seeing the power-of-attorney, that E. 
Whittall was authorized to sign for William 
Wilson & Co. There were two endorsements pro- 
ving payments on account, of $505, on the 26th 
April, 1896, and $2,000 on the 23rd May, 1896. 

To the Court—On such balances as this the 
ordinary rate of interest is seven per cent. 

Mr. Lowder, in answer to the Court, said that 
in the claim no interest had been computed. 

Witness then handed in an account he had 
taken from the books of the Bank regarding Wil- 
liam Wilson and Company’s account, and this was 
accepted hy the Court as evidence of the payment 
of the two sums on account, 

The Marshal of the Court, in answer to His 
Honour, said that he had served the notice of the 
hearing on the defendant, 

His Honour said Judgment would be given in 
accordance with the prayer of the petition. 

Mr. Lowder, in answer to His Honour, said that 
he should file a motion for immediate execution. 


Thursday, June 4th, 1896. 
THE SPECIB BANK, LIMITBD, versus WILLIAM 
A. WILSON. 


This was a suit instituted to recover moneys 
advanced by the plaintiffs, the Yokohama Specie 
Bank (Shokin Ginko), Limited, to the defendant 
William A. Wilson, trading as Wilson and Com- 
pany, at 258, Yokohama Settlement. 

Mr. H. C. Litchfield appeared for the Bank. 
Mr. G. H. Scidmore watched the case on behalf 
of defendant. 

Mr. Scidmore stated that no answer or plead- 
ings had been filed by defendant. 

His Honour understood that it was a case of 
default. The Assessors drawn in a similar case 
on Monday had been teleased, and the following 
gentlemen had been drawn to-day, Mr. A. Weston 
and Mr. G. W. Colton, Assessors, and Mr. G. 
W. Middleton and Mr. W.S. Stone, Alternates. 

Mr. Colton being out of town, Mr. A. Weston 
and Mr. G. W. Middleton were sworn in as Asses- 
sors, Mr. Stone being excused. 


The Plaintiffs’ petition was as follows :—= 


1. The Plaintiff Company is an incorporated 
Company under the laws of the Empire of Japan, 
which catries on the business of bankers in Japan 
and in the United States of America and else- 
where. 

2. The Defendant is a citizen of the United 
States of America carrying on business as a tea 
merchant under the firm name of Wilson aud Co. 
and resident in the Foreipn Settlement of Yoko- 
hama and within the jurisdiction of this Court. 

3- The Defendant kept a current account with 
the Plaintiff Bank which is now overdrawn to the 
amount of (43,517.94) forty-three thousand five 
hundred and seventeen silver yes and ninety 
four sen. 

4. The course of business between the Plaintiff 
and Defendant under which the Defendant was 
allowed to overdiaw his current account was 
that the Defendant was allowed to draw cheques 
upon the Plaintiff in advance against exchange 
contracts for drafts against shipments of tea 
to be made by him to the United States to the 
amount equivalent to the settlements of dvafts 
on the United States or London, the Defendant 
agreeing to give to the Plaintiff the bills of ex- 
change drawn against the said shipments of tea, 


Google 


with the documents of title to the said tea attached 
when the shipments of the tea were made by him. 

5. Ou the rath day of October, 1895, the De- 
fendant agreed to sell to the Plaintiff a bill of ex- 
change for three thousand pounds sterling at the 
rate of exchange of two shillings and three pence 
farthing to the silver yes to be delivered in Octo- 
ber or November, 1895, and on the 22nd of Octo- 
ber, 1895, agreed to sell to the Plaintiff another 
bill of exchange for two thousand pourids sterling 
at the rate of exchange of two shillings and two 
pence and five-cighths of a penny to the silver yen 
to be delivered during October and November, 
and thereupon during the month of Octobe?, 1895, 
drew cheques upon the Plaintiff Bank to the ex- 
tent of more than forty-five thousand silver yen, 
which ¢heques were honoured by the Plaintiff and 
which sums were advanced to the Defendant by 
the Plaintiff, but the Defendant did not sell any 
bills or bill of exchange to the Plaintiff for the 
aforesaid amounts or any part thereof or of either 
such amounts or give to the Plaintff any bill of ex- 
change for the said amount or any part thereof or 
pay to the Plaintiff the sums so advanced to him 
by the Plaintiff or any part thereof, 

6. The Defendant is indebted to the Plaintiff 
for money due from the Defendant to the Plaintiff 
for money advanced by the said Plaintiff to the 
Defendant at his request in the sum of 42,685.11 
silver yen, and in the sum of 832.83 silver yen for 
loss on exchange occasioned to the Plaintiff by 
the Defendani’s breach of contract in making de- 
fault to sell the said bills to the Plaintiff as afore- 
said, making a total of 43,517.94 silver yes now 
due and owing by the said Detendant to the said 
Plaintiff. 

M:. Litchfield having read the petition, said that 
no answer having been filed he took it that he had 
to prove the amounts set forth in the petition. He 
then described the manner in which the advances 
were made against shipmeuts of tea and the con- 
tracts for taking up bills of exchange. When 
defendant returned from America this year he 
made certain propositions to the Bank, that were 
not considered satisfactory, and these proceedings 
were consequently instituted. 

r, K. Misawa, sworn, deposed—I am in the 
employ of the Yokohama Specie Bank, Limited, 
as acleik, and am acquainted with Mr. Wilson, 
the defendant in this case. He kept an account 
atour Bank. The document presented to me was 
drawn up by the clerk in charge of the D. Ledger. | 
I examined the books of the bank and found 
that the amount due by Messrs. Wilson & Com- 
pany was $43,571.94. The cheques now produced 
were signed by Wilson & Co., and were paid by 
the Bank. The letters produced were signed by 
Wilson & Co., and addressed to Mr. Sonoda, 
President of the Yokohama Specie Bank, Limited, 

April 14th, 1896, 

Dear Sir,—Confirming my Saaeeratien Suk Gens 
self to-day, I regret exceedingly the unfortunate cire 
cumstances which have overwhelmed me, rendering it 
impossible for me to liquidate my indebtedness to 
you. However, with your kind indulgence and con- 
sideration, if you will be pleased to accept the follows 
ing proposition, I will be able to settle with you in 
full. My proposition is to give you three notes of 
equal amounts, bearing interest due as followst:— 
October, 1897 ; and October, 1898 ; and October 1899, 
If, however, | am able to pay any monies on ac. 
count of any of these notes before maturity, I will be 
pleased to do so. By granting this proposition I can 
continue in business, having the full co-operation of 
my friends and constituents in the United States. I 
ask hae reply as early as possible as the Chartered 
Bank, who have an attachment on everything I have, 
are pressing us for a settlement. 

Thanking you for the consideration you have given 
me, etc. 

WitLiam A. WiLson, 


April 15th, 1896. 

Dear Sir,—Since writing you yesterday, the Charter. 
ed Bank have asked me to give them a definite 
answer to-day in regard to our position towards them, 
but I have been able to persuade them to wait my 
answer until to-morrow. 

As I explained to you yesterday, it is impossible for 
me to act without your answer. If your answer is 
favourable, and you are pleased to accept the propo- 
sitions made yesterday, I can settle with the Chartered 
Bank and continue business and pay you off in full. 
If, however, on the other hand, you should not be 
disposed to accept my proposition and allow me to 
continue business, I must put thé business into liqui- 
dation and return to America. I therefore ask you 
in our mutual interests to let me have your answer as 
early to-morrow as practicable so as to prevent the 
Chartered Bank from taking any action, 

Awaiting the favour of an early reply, I remain, etc, 

W. A, WILson. 

Witness next produced a précis of the account 
of Wilson & Co., drawn by him from the Bank’s 
books. These figures had been shown to the 
defendant who had admitted their correctness to 
the President and Manager of the Bank, 
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His Honour said witness could not testify to 
anything that had not occurred in his presence. 

Witness, continuing, said the account was errpne- 
ously dated the rst of August. 

The following letter was then put in :—= 

April 2oth, 1896, 

Dear Sir,—After considering your ultimatum as 
given to me this morning, I have decided to make the 
following proposition which I think it will be to our 
mutual interest for you to accept, namely—to give a 
note for 10 per cent. of my indebtedness to you ma- 
turing in October of this year—the balance of the debt 
to be equally divided into three notes maturing with 


interest in October, 18973 October, 1898; and Octo- 


ber, 1899, respectively. As previously intimated, I 
much regret my inability to comply with the condie 
tions named by you and hope that the foregoing 
proposition will meet with your approval. Rwsiting 
the favour of an early reply, etc. 

W. A. WILSON. 

His Honour said that he thought it unnecessary 
to go into the question of what propositions were 
made to the Bank and rejected, as they were not 
raised in the pleadings: all they had to consider 
was the question of the debt. 

Mr. Litchfield said he only put ju the corre- 
spondence to oblige defendant’s counsel, who had 
communicated with him that morning. 

Witness (to the Court)—I am in the Bill depart- 
mentof the Bank. Ihave to initial or examine all 
cheques drawn on the Bank. I have examined 
all the cheques produced this morning. Some of 
them are stamped by me, and others by the clerk 
in charge, but [ approved all of them before they 
were paid. 


To Mr. Litchfield—On the 18th October, de- 
fendant sent in bills amounting to $8,717.62; on 
the 17th December the amount of $942.06 was 
credited to the account by telegraphic transfer 
from New York. On the 5th December, the ace 
count was credited with $1,010, being the proceeds 
of War Bonds sold to that amount for Mr. 
Wilson; on the same day the account was also 
credited with $25, being the amount of interest 
due on the War Bonds: the debit balance on the 
goth Sept. was $8,378.63. The debit balance now 
is $43,571.94. 

Mr. Litchfield then asked for a decree in ace 
cordapce with the prayer of the petition. 

Mr. Scidmore said he was abliged to the Coun> 
sel for the plaintiff for introducing the evidencé 
showing the efforts the defendant had made to 
extricate himself from his difficulties. He greatly 
appreciated his kindness. 

Judgment was then given for plaintiffs with costs. 


BASEBALL. 
a een 
A match was played on the Cricket-ground on 
Wednesday between a nine from the U.SS. 
Detroit and a local team having the assistance of 
three men from the U.S.S. Charleston. The visi- 
tors led away from the start and eventually wou 
by 26 runs to 15. Ellis, the local catcher, has im- 
proved greatly since the last game, and Schweyer, 
the pitcher, also did better work, while some smart 
bits of fielding were to be noted on bothsides. The 
afternoon was dull with heavy rain threatening and 
this doubtless reduced the attendance of ladies, 
Mr. W.S. Stone was umpire, Mr. Geo. Rice 
officiating as scorer. Score :— 
** Datroir.” 
Pos. Runs. Our. 


Y.C.& A.C. 
Pos. Runs. Our. 


Case eee ee . 1B 5 z Smith eee cee LF Z 5 
Hur : 58 4 3 | Elis. ... c 4 a 
Golden .., c 3 z Chipman cr 3 3 
Miller ... ... cr 1 4 Abel 2... 88 3 2 
Nebelhoar ... $8 4 3 | Graef ... ... 2B ° 4 
Lyons ... ..j Le 3 3 | Tilden... .. . 1B x a 
Patterson... RF 2 rs Whitney + 38 z 3 
Douglass... 3B 3 4 Pearson RF x 4 
Sherry .... «. P 2 3 Schweyer ... P I 3 

Total 26 24 Total . 3S 27 

INNINGS; 


bad Detroit ” eee eee 
Y.C.& AC. on 








CRICKET. 
i 
YOKOHAMA VERSUS THE FLEET. 


The return match of the Fleet versus Yokohama 
was played on Saturday afternoon and resulted in 
a victory for the home eleven, on the first innings, 
by 44 runs. Yokohama won the toss and went in to 
bat first qn a hard wicket. Crawford was dismissed 
before he had time to get set, but Dickinson re- 
mained in a Jong time, giving a splended exhibi- 
tion of cricket, both in defence and in run-getting. 
When bowled by Shelford, after tiffin, he had 
made 66 runs, his score including no less than 7 
fours and 3 threes. Just as tiffin was finishing a 
heavy shower descended from an apparently blue 
sky, the sun shining all the while. This downpour 
greatly assisted the subsequent bowlers, Murray 


who made the next big score to Dickinson's, carried 
out his bat for 36. ‘The fielding of the Navy was 
very smart, and made the Yokoliama fielders look 
even slacker than usual, by contrast, though Craw- 
ford caught Shelford at point very cleverly. The 
Navy only managed to knotch 112 in theic innings, 
Lias taking 6 of their wickets for 44 runs. Yoko- 
hama went in asecond time and after opening 
feebly, made a determined stand, Crawford, play- 
ing in his old form, being not out for 26, and 
Jolson not ont for 36. There were a good many 
spectators on the ground during the day, among 
them being Admiral Buller; and the ladies tea- 
tent, under the presidency of Mrs, J. P. Mollison, 
assisted by the Misses Eldridge, was greatly 
patronised. The Band of the Centurion was in 
attendance and gave a very good selection of music 
scores :— 


Yornouama. 
I8T INNINGS. SND INNINGS, 


Mr. K. B. Crawford, b. Blount ... 2 notout ... ‘ee +08 
Mr. 8. V. Dickinson, b. Shelford.66 
Mr. C. M. Duff, b. Blount .. ...23 ¢. Arbuthnot, b, Blount. s 
Mr. F. H. Bugbird, c. Blount, b. 
Horne aoa oes we 3 Funout ... its we O 
Mr. A. B. Walford, c. Horne, b. 
Pead eee ace eee oeed b. Blount eee ooo eoe i>) 
Mr. G. C, Murray, not out wg 
Mr, R.C. K. Johnson, b, Shelford. 4 notout... vee +036 
Mr. A. Kingdon, c. and b. Horne.. 3 
Rev. T. S. Tyng, b. Shelford ... 3 c. Shelford, b. Blount... 
Mr. |. H. Cocksedge, c. and b. 
Arbuthnot .. 00... 0 we we B OD Blount... sae 
Mr. B. J. Lias,ruo out... aée 3 


b.4 tee we 4 


256 72 
Bowtino ANALYSIS. 


IST INNINGS, aND INNINGS. 


Be. Re Me We. Be Ro °M, We 
Lt. Shelford re) a) ee ee Ce | i 
Mr. Blount ea 85 38 @ 8 48 36 § @ 
Mr. Horne - 55 19 3 3 35 8 2 = 
Sir R. K. Arbuthnot ...390 27 — 1 . 
Lt. Pead ... ees .g9 I 8 & 40 19 FT 
Mr. Regan es oS GQ T= ‘ 


Lt. Bradshaw see eee 15 25 z ~~ 
Tue Fieer, 

Dr. Pead, c. Duff, b. Murray ove ry ase ws 4 

Mr. Blount. b, Lias... sae Sea er ies see 

Lt. Shelford, c. Crawford, b. Walford _... Sob +038 


Lt. Arbuthnot, c. Tyng, b. Lias__... ave eee 38 
Mr. Regan, b. Slurray ses sae wes ove we 7 
Mr. Stevens, b. Lias ... tee ave re eee Prey S 
Lt. Bradshaw. b. Lias... vee ‘es see ene 3 
Lt. Kennedy, b. soy <0 sea ave ave 0eEE 
Com. Keary, c. and b, Lias ... Bie ae eer ase 2 
Mr. Horne, b. Lias see eee _ ‘ wee 8 
Mr. Keys, not out... a tse ee sss, wag @ 
b. 6, lb. 3, we 32 ace eee eee eee 20080 
x12 
Bow.ino ANALYsSi!s. 
B. R. M. W. WIDES. 

Me. Morray eos 20088 go 3 2 

Mr. f.J.Lias ... ..62 44 4 3 _ 

Mr. A. B. Walford ..90 wz — lL = 





CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, 


AUSTKALIA, AND CHINA. 
ee 

The Forty-second Ordinary General Meeting 
of the Shareholders of this Company was held on 
Wednesday, at the Cannon Street Hotel, Me. 
Win. Paterson, in the Chair. 

The ManaGer (Mc. Thomas Forrest) cead the 
notice calling the meeting. 

The CHatrwan—Gentlemen, the. report and 
accounts have been in your hands for some time. 
You will doubtless have been gratified to find 
that we are in a position to propose to maintain 
the dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. for the whole 
twelve months, besides making a substantial addi. 
tion to the reserve fund, with which it will now 
amount to £350,000.—(Applause.) There is one 
item in the accounts which makes its appear- 
ance now for the first time—that is the amount 
deposited as a reserve against the bank’s note 
issue, At our meeting twelve months ago, I 
explained that the terms of our amended charter 
required that one-third part of the maximum limit 
for our note circulation should be deposited in 
cash or securities with the local Governments or 
with the Bank of England, as a special protection 
to the holders of the notes. The same terms have 
been imposed upon the other banks whose charters 
have expired, and required renewal during recent 
years, her Majesty’s Government having laid 
down the principle that such a provision is neces- 
sary in the interests of the public and also of the 
Government, so that there is nothing peculiar to 
this bank in the arrangement. Otherwise there is 
nothing worthy of particular cemark respecting 
the figures which have been submitted to you, and 
which testify only to steady progress. We are 
hopeful that the future may have the same in 
store for us, Wecannot, however, siiut our eyes 
to the fact that we have to contend with increased 
and very strong competition both in India and in 
China, which has already tended and must still 
further tend towards reduced margins in exchange 
operations, to which we have to look forthe greater 
pact of our profits. When addressing you six 
mouths ago, I referred to our having lowered the 
rates of interest upon our fixed deposits in this 
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country. This reduction has been successfully 
effected, and the saving in interest will be very 
considerable. On the other hand, however, there 
is ample evidence before us that the tendency, at 
all events in the farther east, where the exchanges 
are still dependent on the fluctuations in the price 
of silver, is towards lowered rates for banking ac- 
commodation. I am not aware that I have any- 
thing of interest to add with regard to our ordi- 
nary business, but it will be satisfactory to say 
that the position of the bank on the whole nevec 
was better than it now is, and I will therefore at 
once move the following resolution :—="' That the 
report now presented, together with the balance- 
sheet and profit and loss account, be approved 
and adopted.’’—(Applause.) 

Mr, Emite Levita seconded the resolution, 
which was put and carried unanimously. 

Mr. James Jonss—May I ask, Mr. Chairman, 
if there is any interest derived from this £213,000, 
and in what is it invested?) [ refer to the securi- 
ties against the note issue; is there any interest 
accruing to the bank, and what are they invested 
in? 

The CHalRMAN—Yes, in securities. Ihave now 
to move “ That a dividend, at the rate of 9 per 
cent, per annum, free of Income Tax, for the half- 
year ended 31st December, be now declared, pay- 
able on and after the 22nd instant.” 

Sir Atrrep Dent, K.C.M.G,, seconded the 
motion, which was put and carried. 

The CHaiRmMan next moved the re-election of 
Sir Alfred Dent as a director. . 

Mr. WiLLtAmM CHRISTIAN seconded the motion, 
which was also agreed to. 

Sir James L. Mackay, K.C.1.E., proposed the 
re-election of Mr. Paterson, who had served as 
chairman of the bank for over twenty years. 

Mr. ALEXANDER P. CAMERON seconded the mo- 
tion, which was put and carried. 

The auditors, Mr. William Vanner and Mr. 
Maurice N. Girdlestone, were next re-appointed. 

The CHaiRMAN—TI have to thank you again for 
electing me as a director. Ican every truly add 
that my feelings are deeper than I can just now 
express for the uniform kindness and good fel- 
lowship which has always existed during the 
twenty-one corseculive years that I have been 
chairman. [have now to tell you that I am ree 
signing that position, and that I had recently the 
pleasure to propose that Mr. Gwyther should be- 
come my successor, a proposition to which my 
colleagues cordially assented, thus forming a very 
fovourable augury for the future of the bank.—(Ap- 
plause.) 

Mr. MELcHERS—I am exceedingly sorry to hear 
that Mr. Paterson is giving up the chairmanship 
of the bank. As long as I have been connected 
with this bank—for over a quarter of a century— 
I have always seen Mr. Paterson here; and Iam 
sure you will all agree with me that it is a great loss 
to the bank. Mr. Paterson has presided here not 
only in fair weather, but he has also steered the 
bank through very bad times, and Iam sure you 
will all agree that we should give him‘a hearty vote 
of thanks for the many services he was rendered 
to the bank.—(Applause.) At ‘the same time I 
have no doubt that his successor will act for the 
bank, and guide it, as Mr. Paterson has dune for 
so many years.—(Applause.) 

Lieut.-Colonel R. A. Nowgit seconded the 
resolution. 

Mr. J. Natrng Scott thought that they might 
goalittle further and vote a testimonial to Mr. 
Paterson for his long and valuable services. He 
would, therefore, suggest that a comniittee of three 
shareholders and two directors, should be formed 


to arrange the matter, 


Mr. Mgucuers seconded the proposition. 

The Soriciror explained that, although it 
seemed exceedingly proper that some such ac- 
knowledgment should be made, it was a matter 
that the shareholders should arrange amongst 
themselves. 

The CHAIRMAN, in returning thanks, said that, 
although he gave up the chairmanship, he would 
still remain a member of the board, and he hoped 
to have the pleasure of seeing the proprietors on 
future occasions.—(Applause.) 

Mr. James D. Hears proposed a hearty vote 
of thanks to the chairman, directors, and staff for 
the able manner in which they had managed the 
bank’s business.—(Applause.) 

Mc. B. Smytu seconded the motion, which was 
cordially received, and the proceedings termi- 
nated.—Afoney Market Review. 
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A VISIT TO NOBEL’S EXPLOSIVES 
FACIORY. 


—_— ——_-~»> —_-- 
On the invitation of the directors of Nobel’s 
Explosives Company, Limited, we recently paid 
a visit to their factory at Ardeer, Ayrshire, to in- 
spect the extensive ranges of building, lately 
erected for the manufacture of their nitro-powders, 
and to witness some very interesting trials made 
to test the good qualities or defects of Bal- 
listite and the other rival powders now in the 
field. Ardeer, though situated in a most suitable, 
but rather.uninviting “ Sahaca” of sand and sand 
hills, is easily got at, being within three miles of 
Ardrossan, to which port the Royal Mail steamers 
run from Belfast. Leaving Dublin by the 5.30 
p.m. express from Amiens Street, you catch the 
9.30 boat from Belfast, getting into Ardossan 
at an early hour in the morning, and consequent- 
ly having the whole day at disposal for a visit to 
the factory. The day we went was anything but 
an ideal one for visiting the immense grounds of 
the company, and the fierce wind which howled 
in from the North Channel, driving sheets of 
snow and bitter sleet before it, made the mimic 
* Redans” and entrenchments with which the 
whole place is intersected, most desirable shelters 
as we passed from one building to another. Some 
idea of the extent of the Ardeer factory may be 
gathered from the fact that the grounds extend 
over five hundred acres, and that the buildings, 
&c., represent an outlay of £350,000. Of course 
the main portion is taken up tu the manufacture 
- of various commercial explosives, but it was with 
the sporting department that we are interested, 
so we only visited parts sacred to “' Ballistite.” 
Commencing with “the Armoury ” we saw the 
very fine collection of arms of all descriptions 
—the rifles in use in ‘the armies of Europe, 
wc., ‘pistols, and sporting rifles and guns of 
many makes. A very interesting apparatus was 
seen here for testing the caps in the cartridge 
cases, and few sportinen have any idea of the 
great vatiation in the detonating power of the 
caps. Some go off with little more than a fiz- 
zle, while others make a loud report showing the 
difficulties which powder manufacturers have in 
getting cases capped in a thoroughly dependable 
manner. That a great deal depends on the cap 
has been decisively proved, atd this is a matte: 
deserving the utmpst care and attention. The 
striking pewer of various guns was also shown, 
those of some makers’ being as low as a pound 
and a half, while others went as high as eleven 
pounds. A very ingenious contrivance was seen 
here, which, by means of small lead discs, showed 
accurately the pressure by the detonation of the 
cap. From ‘the Armoury ”’ we proceeded to the 
loading sheds, where the different processes of 
filling the cases with powder and shot, “turn- 
over,” gauging, examining, and packing are done 
in separate rooms. At present the powder-filling 
is all done by hand, but this is to be superseded 
shortly by an automatic machine which will weigh 
the charge—26 grains—with the utmost accuracy. 
A very slight variation is possible even in the 
most careful handefilling, but with the new ap- 
paratus this will be an impossibility. 


All the cases that were being used were Eley’s, 
and they may be put down as simply perfect. 
The next place visited was the building in which 
Ballistite powder is manufactured, and we here 
saw the mixing of the raw materials, the rolling 
of the mass into what looked like huge sheets of 
brown paper; the cutting of these sheets into 
powder; the glazing of the powder in a large re- 
volving copper, and other processes. From here 
we went to the covered range, where every 
facility is provided for carrying out gun trials 
in the most perfectly accurate manner possible. 
The trials on the day of our visit were made 
on the 40-yards range, with a Lawson 12- 
bore gun, These trials were conducted with the 
greatest fairness, and were made with a view 
to determining the pattern, recoil, chamber- 
pressure, and smokelessness of Ballistite as com- 
pared with the rival nitro-powders, In each case 
the normal charges of 26 grains Ballistite; 40 
grains Amberite; 42 grains Schultze; and 42 
grains E. C. were used; 1$0z. No. 6 chilled shot 
"(304 pellets) and the usual loading with thick 
card under shot: % felt; and thick card over 
powder. Three shots were fired with each powder, 
the results being :— 


Av. pellets tn 
goin. circle 
Ballistite ..ccssccsssssee 222 coveeveeeees 16.5 
AMBECiLe scsccces corvcs ZOF ceccesecsecs 1803 
Sclialte - cgssccccsvesnve: GOL scctsicseicy 18.2 
E.C. Sessesoeceseseeses sen 218 eecseceeoeee 16.1 


For pressure, Amberite and Schultze were tried 
against Ballistite, the apparatus used being a 
short stroug barrel carrying two pressure pistons 


Av. recoil. 


placed tin. and 2$in. from the bottom of the case. 
In these trials the results were :— 

Average xst plug. and plug. 
Ballistite.sssccsssssses 2-33 CONSsccrsscreeseee 1673 tons. 
Ainberite ..ccccvecees 3-20 LONS scererccereee 2-43 LOS, 
Schultze ..ccccsccees 2005 CONS...cccteseeeee WTS tons. 


To show the difference in powder exposed to 
increased temperature, Amberite, Schultze, and 
Ballistite were dried for three hours at 100 de- 
grees F., when the showing was :— 

xst. plug. and plug. 
AMbEeFite .....ccececees 4128 CONS. .csseceveeees$eG2 tons, 
Scliultze ..ccecscccssee 4iE5 CONS... scceeeeeee.2O8 tons, 


while Ballistite showed only a slight decimal in- 
crease of pressure, clearly demonstrating what a 
valuable powder it must prove in hot climates, 
more especially as it is practically unaffected by 
moisture. For smoke, the different powders were 
fired off in the range shed, the damp weather out- 
side making the atmosphere of the building very 
heavy. The smoke, with all the other powders, 
hung round to a more or less degree after each 
shot, but with Ballistite there was only the slight- 
est vapour, which could in no way interfere with 
the discharge of a second barrel. Now, when the 
great battle of the powers is being fought Nobel’s 
Explosives Company claim for Ballistite at least 
equal ballistic power to its older rivals; a total 
absence of smoke; uniformity under all climatic 
changes; and great damp resisting qualities. The 
favourable opinion of the powder by many of the 
best-known shooting men in Ireland, in its trial trip 
of 1895-96, shows that it is bound to come to the 
front when better known, and the natural com- 
servalive prejudices against a newcomer vanqui- 
shed. A brisk campaign is evidently anticipated 
in the season 1896-97, as the cartridges are being 
turned out now as rapidly as possible, and in a 
few days, with new machines, it is expected the 
daily output will be from 60,000 to 100,000. Zhe 
Irish Field. 


TRADE IN THE FAR EAST. 


a 

Dr. Markoff read a paper before the Hamburg 
Geographical Society on Dec. 5, 1895, which has 
just recently been criticised by the Vossssche Zei- 
tung. A correspondent of the Observer quoted 
from this, and now Dr. Markoff writes to this 
latter paper :— 

This lecture was written after the joint action 
taken by Russia, France, and Germany had result- 
ed in modifying the original Treaty of Shimonoseki, 
and in imposing conditions favourable for Europe 
alike on Chinese and Japanese. My chief object 
in that lecture was to draw attention to the great 
benefits which now lay ready to fall into the hands 
of Europeans, if they would only and at once take 
the necessary steps towards this end, I did not 
appeal to Germans especially to take these steps, 
but to Russia, France, and Germany, or as I 
termed them jointly, to ** The new Triple Alliance” 
born in Asia, not mentioning England, as she had 
sided with Japan. Fortunately, I have a reprint 
of my lecture before me, and can, therefore, quote 
my own words, so far as they affect the question. 
They run—appealing to my German hearers—as 
follows :— 


“Which is the nation destined to inherit the 
trade of China? I think myself, firstly, that it 
will be the nation which begins to study the inner 
life of the Chinese, for which purpose a knowledge 
of the Chinese language is necessary. . . . 
Secondly, it will be that nation which occupied it- 
self the least possible with missions—not that I 
have myself anything whatever to say against 
missionaries so long as the really remain mis- 
sionaries, and do not become also merchants, 
and so long as they do not seek to promulgate 
their creeds on ‘dogmatic’ lines. In the latter 
case, | am against them with all my heart 
and soul, as, far from doing good, they do by 
these means the greatest possible harm to Chris- 
tianity. So long as Jesuits, Protestants, Greeks, 
Catholics, and a hundred other branches of the 
Christian Church do not come to some mutual 
understanding to abandon—at least, in their mis- 
sionary work—all those schismatic, each-con- 
tradicting-each points of belief, so long will they 
never succeed in taking firm root in China, . 
Thirdly, it will be that nation which will send 
out commercial expeditions to China on similar 
lines to those dispatched by Russian merchants 
for many years past. Scientific men should ac- 
company these expeditions, and by such means 
would be imported to us the uses of all those 
things in China having a practical, beneficial 
value to Europeans, and at the same time we 
should be opening up markets in China for our 
own industries and commerce. . . . Finally, I 
think that whichever nation will join hands with 
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Russia in China will govern the Chinese trade, as 
Russia is the only country wherein the Chinese 
are studied, and are understood, Russia having 
had intercourse with the Mongol race since 1224.” 

Afte:wards I go on to point out that the three 
countries which interfered in the Treaty of 
Shimonoseki—Russia, France, and Germany 
(England being excluded because she vefused to 
take part in thetr jotnt action) should do all in their 
power (o secure the greatest advantages in China 
for theinselves; but that whatever steps were to be 
taken to this end should be taken immediately, as 
the Japanese would spare no efforts on their part 
to frustrate them and secure such advantage for 
their own enjoyment. I then go on to say :— 
‘¢ Russia isnot in a position a monopolise the whole 
trade of China for herself, nor will she be in a 
position to do so, even if she would, for a very long 
time to come. China is a latent Power with im- 
mense possibilities in the future, and it is only 
good policy, therefore, that the ‘ New Triple Al- 
liance’ born in Asia should act jointly in their own 
interest against Fapan, and not allow the latter to 
win a single market in China without a struggle.” 





LATEST TELEGRAMS. 


—_—_—__@___ 
(Reutrgr’s “Japan Maic” Seecrat SgRvICE.) 


London, May 30. 
The following is the latest betting on the 
Derby to be run on Wednesday next :— 
6 10 5 OM .icsscccecercseccecsesnsot. Frusquin, 
4 tO I Against .......cecec eevee Persimmon. 


9 to I do eseseee eee ees see woe L eufel. 
TOO LT dO scevevesccrecee cee Regret, 
20 to I do e080 e808 eee 806 8E8 ...crulistan. 


It is understood that all the Powers are in 
accord with regard to Crete. 
- London, June 3. 
Thirty-five battalions of Turkish Regulars 
have been ordered to Crete. Many of the in- 
surgents in the Island have retreated to the 
mountains, where they have proclaimed the 
union of Crete with Greece. 
The column under the command of Mr. Cecil 
Rhodes has arrived at Buluwayo. 
London, June 3. 
The following is the result of the Derby, run 
at Epsom to-day :— 
H.R.H. the Prince of Wales’—Pxrsmon 
—b. c. by St. Simon ex Perdita II. ...... 
Mr. Leopold de Rothschild’s—St. Frusquin- 
—br. c. by St. Simon ex Isabel............ 2 
Mr. H. E. Beddington’s—Earwie—br. or bl. 
c. by Hampton ex Wriggle ......ccsvers 3 


= 


(“SpsciaL” TeLeGRaM TO THE “ JAPAN MAIL.”) 


Hakodate, May 30. 
H.M.S. Swéft has arrived here. 
The schooner Catherine has arrived here with 
11g sealskins, and the Fosephine with 60. 


Hakodate, June 1. 
The Sadie Turpel has arrived here with 560 
sealskins, the Zriumph with 461, and the A lise 


Alger with 602. 
Hakodate, June 3. 
The St. Lawrence has arrived here with 309 
sealskins. 
Hakodate, June 4. 
H.M.S. Pigmy and the U.S.S. Olympia have 
arrived here. 


The schooner Zouisa D. has arrived with 531 
sealskins, the Aurora with 327, the Fortunta 
with 447, and the Umdrina with 743. 


(Reutet’s Service of Telegrams supplied to the ‘6 Japao 
Herald,’ the “2 an Gasette,’’ and other Subséribers 
in ‘okyo and Yokohama.) 


London, May 29. 
A fearfully destructive cyclone has swept 
over the city of St. Louis, Missouri. It is es- 
timated that upwards of a hundred persons have 


;| been killed whilst thousands are rendered home- 


less. The damage is set down at five millions 
sterling, and the disaster is described as the 
warst that has occurred in the United States 
since the Johnstown calamity. 


London, June rst. 
Russia has informed the Porte that the mas- 
sacres in Crete will lead to grave results for 
Turkey. 
The Jonannesbnrg Reform prisoners have 
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Formosa, will pass one night at Shidzuoka, Limoges enamel which has come down from the 


waited upon President Kruger to express their 
thanks for the clemency shownto them. Their 
release has caused general joy throughout 
South Africa, and there has been a sharp re- 
covery of South African stocks on the London 
market, 

A terrible catastrophe has occurred at Mos- 
cow during the holding of the people’s féte. 
The impatience of the crowd, numbering several 
hundred thousand, to reach the sheds from 
whence food and presents were being distribut- 
ed, caused a crush in which over two thousand 
one hundred persons were trampled to death 
or seriously injured. 

Exchange on London at Paris .........00. 25.17 
Exchange on London at New York...... 4.89 
(Tel. trans.) 


London, June 2, 1896. 

The statement published by the Zimes, that 
Herr von Brandt has been appointed adviser on 
foreign affairs to the Tsung-Li Yamén is un- 
founded. 

The number of persons killed in the ca- 
tastrophe at Moscow is at present unknown, 
but over thirteen hundred corpses have been 
taken to the cemetery, where the scene is 
most distressing, crowds seeking to identify the 
bodies. 











(From tHe “N.C. Dairy News.’’) 
London, 28th May. 
Colonel Plumer, of the Mafeking Volunteers, 
has defeated the Matabele three times with heavy 
loss. 


(From THe Jarangss Papers.) 
Nemuro, June 1. 
A boat belonging to a British sealing 
schooner were recently caught in a thick fog, 
off Hanasaki, when out sealing, and Jost all traces 
of the vessel. The three men composing the 
crew then made for land and reached here 
-ojday. 
Niigata, June 1. 
A heavy thunder-storm has occurred here, 
Bakan, June 1. 
The Nagoya Maru left for Weihaiwei, with 
troops on board, this morning. 
Niigata, June 1. 
Fire broke out at 6.30 this morning and 
burnt till 9 o'clock, by which time 183 houses, 
1 shrine, 3 other buildings, and 5 telegraph posts 
were destroyed. 
Toyama, June 2. 
The 23 students of the 5th year class in the 
Jinjo Chugaku, who published a manifesto 
describing their dissatisfaction with the head- 
master, have been suspended for 35 days. 
Osaka, June 2. 
The Oyashiro Railway Company, and the Ryo- 
san Railway Company have been amalgamated. 
Spinning yarns have risen 1 yen in value, 93 
yen being paid for a parcel of No. 20 (Spindle- 
ring). — 
Hakodate, June 2. 
During the three days from May 30th to 
June Ist, five foreign sealing schooners arrived 
here with 2,082 sealskins. 
Tokushima, June 2. 
Mr. Haruki, Procurator-General in the Court 
of Cassation, will leave for Tokyo this evening, 
Bakan, June 2. 
Count Inouye left for Tokyo per the Kobe 
Maru to-day. © 
Nagoya, June 3. 
Lieut.-General Katsura is expecied here on 
the 5th. 
Séul, June r. 
The hair-cutting regulations will be strictly 
and exclusively enforced in the Korean army. 
Kobe June 3. 
Count Inouyearrived liere this morning by the 
Kobe Maru, from Bakan, and will leave for 
Tokyo on the 5th inst, 
Bakan, June 3. 
Major-General Jnouye has left for Ujina. 
Toyama, June 2. 
Messrs. Kataoka, Tokumasu and Tatsuno 
of the Féiyu-to opened a lecture meeting at 
Mikkaichi this morning; 700 or more were 
present. 


Nagoya, June 3. 


arriving in Tokyo on the 5th. 
Otaru, June 3. 

The election of 25 members of the committee 
of the Chamber of Commerce, which has evoked 
much ill-feeling, has been amicably arranged. 

Fusan, June 3. 

Mr. Komura, Japanese Minister to Korea, 
arrived here by the Higo Maru to-day, and left 
for Japan at 11 p.m, 

A rumour is afloat that the Korean Govern- 
ment will stop the circulation of paper-money 
and tradesmen are very anxious. 

Nagano, June 4. 

The general meeting of the district branch of 
the Red Cross Society will be held on the 30th 
inst., at Matsumoto, and H.1.H. Prince Koma- 
tsu, president, will attend. 

Fukui, June 4. 

The Hashidate and Jdsumié on their arrival at 
Tsuruga, were met by the students of the Normal 
School and the Chugakko of Fukui. 

Niigata, June 4. 

The school boys of the Shogyo Gakko, who 
absented themselves recently on account of 
dislike to their instructor, attended school to- 
day, but four of the ring-leaders were expelled. 

Nagano, June 4. 

The epidemic of intermittent fever is spread- 
ing. 

, Moji, June 4. 

Five hundred and fourteen officers and men 
of the rith Infantry Brigade, and 140 horses, 
from Wei-hai-wei have arrived by the chartered 
steamer Hikoyama Maru. 

Six hundred and ninety-one of the r1th In- 
fantry Brigade from Weihaiwei, with officers 
and 66 horses, arvived by the chartered steamer 
Kokura Maru. ; 
Yamaguchi, June 4. 
Baron Kodama, Vice-Minister of War, left 
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(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuass Enicin.) 








The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for 
the off-season, and re-opens on Thursday, Ist 
October. 


The Tokyo Chess Club is closed for the holiday- 
season; it will reopew on Friday, the 2nd of Oct. 





SoLuTion OF PRoBiem No, 231. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
1—K to R4 1—P takes Q 
2—P to B 4, mate 

1—B takes Kt 
2—Q takes P, mate 

1—P to K6 
2—P to B 4, mate 

1—P 0 04 
2—Q to Kt 3, mate 

I—KtoQ4 


2—Q to Kt 5, mate 
1—Kt moves. 
2—Q takes R, mate, 


Correct answers from W.D.C:, W.H.S., J].D., 
and W.d.H. 
ProBLem No. 233. 
By C. W. Woon. 
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White to play and mate in two moves. 














white, 


The South Kensingtow authorities are reported 
lo have recently spent £350 upon the purchase of 
a chess-Luard, It was bought, however, not as a 


year 1300. 


Game No. 497. 
VIENNA OPENING, 


WHITE, BLACK. 
Kemeny. Showalter. 
1i—Pto K4 IimPto K4 
—cee 2—Kito KB3 
3—Kt to B3 3—Kt to B3 
4—Bito Kis 4—B to B 4 (a) 
5— K takes P (b) 5—Kt to Kt sq. 
6—Pt0Q4 6—O to K 2? 
7—P takes B 7—OQ takes P 
8—B to K 3 8—O to K2 
g—Casitles g—Castles 
10o—B to Kt 5 10—P to B 3 
11—B to K2 11—P t0 03 
12—Pto Bg 12—Q Kt to QO 2 (c) 
13—Q9 to O04 13—Btw KR4 
14—B to R4 14—P to B4 
15—O0 0 03 15—Ke to Kt 3 
16—O R to 900° 16—P to Kt 4 (d) 
17—P takes 17—Kt to R2 
18—O takes P 18—O takes 2 
19—K takes O 19—PF takes 
20—Bto B2 20—B to K3 
21—B takes P (e) 21—Kt to QO 2 
22—B to Q 4 22—K R to O sq. 
23—-P to Kk 5 23—Kt (QO 2) to Bsq. 
24—Ktito K 4 24—R takes R 
25—Kt takes R 25—P to Kt 3 
206—B ito R5 26—R to O sq, 
27—B to O B 3 (f) 27—K 09 2 
28—Kito K 4 28—K to Kt 2 
29—B to K2 29—RK to B 2 
30—B to 03 30—Kt to O 2 
31—Kt to O 6 31—Rto Bg 
32—Kt takes P! (g) 32—Resigns. 
NOTES. 
(a) The rip ig OF 4..+000 B to Kt over the text-play is, per= 
haps, best shown by the fact that that variation of the Four 


or Game has the standard title of the ‘Double Ruy 


opez.” 

(b) Preferable, we believe, to his 5 Castles of the second game 
of the match, 

(c) Black’s is decidedly the inferior in development at this 
point; due mainly, perhaps, to the time lost by his inopportune 
Q play at his 6th move. a¢....., Kt to K Kt 5, however, was 
far better than the text-play. 

(d) A disorganizing move for his own game, but we question 
whether he had anything really much better. If, ¢.g., 16 
to Q sq, then 17—P to K 5 would be fatal. 

(e) With. of course, an easily winning superiority. 

(f) Naturally, not 27—B takes K B P ch., for after a7..... B takes 
B; a8—R takes B, Ktto K 3! ; 29— to Bg, Rtakes Kt!; 30—R 
takes Kt, R to Q 8 ch; foliowed by 3r...... takes R and wins. 

(g) Very elegantly finished, If, in reply, 32... 00 B takes Kt 
either 33—P to K 6 dis ch or 33—H takes Kt wins off-hand, 


Gams No. 498. 


RUY LOPEZ, 
WHITE, BLACK. 
Showalter. Kemeny. 
1—PtoK4 1—PtoK4 
2—KttoK B3 2—Kt 0 2 B3 
3—B to Kt 5 3—Kt to B3 
pata 4—Kt takes P (a) 
5—PwO4 5—Kt to (b) 
6—B takes Kt 6—Kt P a3: B (c) 
7—P takes P 7—Kt to Ki2 
8—K1 to 4 8—Kt to B 4 (d) 
g—Kt to B3 g—Kt to K 3 
10o—Kt to K 4 10—B to K 2 
11i—Ktto B§ 11—Castles 
12—O to Kt 4 12—K.to R sq. 
13—- oe 13—P to B3 
14—B to B3 14—P takes P 
15—B takes P 15—B to B3 
16—Kt takes B 16—P takes Kt 
17—Bto B3 17—R to K Kt sq. (e) 
18 — 3 R 4 18—R to Kt 3 
19—P to B4 19—O to B sq. 
20—K to R sq. (f) eae : 
21——R to B3 21—P to 5 (g) 
22—Kt takes P 22—R to R3 
23—Q to B2 23—Kt to Kt 2 
24—K to K sq. (hh) 24—P two O Bg 
25—Kt to Kt 3 25—B to Kt 2 
26—R to Kt 3 26—R to K sq. 
27—R takes R 27—O takes R 
28—Kt takes P 28—B to B3 
29—Rt0 O03 29--Ki to B4 
30—O to K sq. 30—Q to K Kt sq. (i) 
31—Ke to K 4 31—O to Kis 
32—B takes P ch, 32—K to Kt sq. (j) 
33—Q to Kt 4 33—Q takes B P (k) 
34—R to O 8 ch. 34—K to B 2 
35—Kt to Ke 5 ch. 35—O takes Kt 
30—B takes 2 36—R to K3 
37—O to 4 37—Kt to Kt 2 
38—P to KR 4 38—K to Kt3 
39—Rto K Kr 8 39—Resigns. 


NOTES BY MR. KEMENY. 


(a) B to K 2 is much better at this stage of the game. 

(b) B to Ka is still proper. Biack should delay Kt to K g till 
White plays Q to K 2. Black thus loses a valuable move. 

(c) Q P takes Bis superior and would have saved Black’s game 
The text-move makes the defence difficult. 

(4) Since Black did not develop the B to K a, he is obliged to 


Lieut,-General Katsura, the new governor of chess-board, but as a “curio’’—an example of tose time by playing the Kt to B 4and K 3 in order to contioue 
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with B to K 2and castles. Of course he could not develop the 
K B sooner on account of Q to Kt 4. 
(e) This move is premature on account of depriving the K to B 
= its support. Q to K sq,, followed by Q to Kt 3, was much 
tter. 


ae Necessary, for Black threatened Q to B 4 ch, winniug the 
t 


(g) The sacrifice is not sound, yet it is the only way to defend 
the game. Plackcould not play Kt to «t a because of Kt takes 
Kt followed by R to Kt 3, finally winning the important K B 
P. Had Black played Kt to B 4 then White wins as follows: R 
to R 3, than comes [kt to R 6 and P to Bs. 

(h) Here should have been R to Kt 3. 
the exchange of Rooks. 
promised. 

(i) Q takes Q was proper, and wouid have given Black some 
drawing chan:es, for he would have won the K Kt P, and the 
Bishops are of different colours. 

% f course, Black could not play R takes B on account of R 
to Q 8 ch, followed by R to K Kt 8 ch and Kt takes R ch win- 
ning theQ 


The text-move forces 
Black’s position is now badly com- 


ueen. 

(k) The only chance of escape Black had was R takes P ch 
followed by Q takes B P ch an takes Kt. The move selected 
was of the oversight order, for it loses the Queen. It must be 
at however, that Black’s game was pretty nearly beyond 
repair, 
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7—Kt takes P 7—O takes P ch, 
8—O to K2 8—O takes Q ch. 
O—K takes 12) QO— IX to R 2 
10o—Kt to Kt 5 10—R to K 2 ch, 
11—K to B2 11—P to Kt 6 ch, 
12—K to B3 12—P to O Kt4 
13—B takes Kt 13—P toQO4 
14—K takes P 14—R to K7 
15—B to B7 ch. 15—K to O sq. 
16—B takes R P 16—B to O3 ch. 
17—K to B3 17—R to B7 ch. 
18—K to K 3 18—P to 95 ch. 
19—K takes P 19—Kt to B 3 ch. 
20o—K 10 O5 Black anncd, 


Mate in 7. 


ANoTHER New Derence. 


Pilisbury ridicules the new discovery of Steinitz, 
who claims that he has just found an effective 


Gunsberg disputes the truth of the current asser-| defence to the Ruy Lopez. 


tion that chess played on the modern lines of 
opening development and end-game strategy 
tends towards drawn results. His contention, on 
the contrary, is that it has been proved over and 
over again that a multiplicity of draws bccurs only 
when the calibre of the contending players is 
mediocre, and when they are not endowed with 
power of initiation and invention sufficient to 
enable them to overcome opponents who develop 
and conduct games on sound lines, 


Game No. 499. 
From the Zimes Weekly Edition. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
E. P, Sharp W. M. Brooke 
(Reading) (Hampstead). 
1—P to K 4 1i—PtoK4 
2—Ktto K B3 2—Kt 0 OBS 
3—B to B4 3—Kt to B3 
4—Kt to Kt 5 4—PwQ4 
5—P takes P 5—KXt takes P (a) 
6—Kt takes B P 6—K takes Kt 
7--O to B3 ch. 7—K to K 3 
8—Ktto B3 8—Kt to Kt 5 
9—O to K4 ees 
10—B to Kt 3 10—P io B4 
11—P to 03 11—B to Kt 2 
12—Castles 12—PtoB5 
13—P takes P 13—Kt takes Kt 
14—P takes P ch. 14—Kt (B 6) to Q4 
I5—PtoO B4 1I5—Ktto KB3 
16—O'takes B 16—B to B 4 
17—Q takes Kt P 17—Kt to O06 
18—B to K3 18—O R to B sq. 
19—O Rto Osq. 19—K R to Kt sq. 
20—O to R 20—Pto K5 
21—B takes B 21—R takes B 
22—O to K 3 22—K toQ 3 
23—R takes Kt ch. 23——P takes R 
24—0 to O4 ch. 24—K to B2 
25—OQ takes R ch. 25—K to Kt sq. 
26—O to K 5 ch. 26—K to R sq. 
27—B to QO sq. 27—Resigns (b) 


(a) A rather out-of-date but well-known variation. Inferior to 
cies » Kt toR 4; 6—B to Kt § ch, P to B 3; 7—P takes P. P 
takes P; 8—Bto Ka, &e. 


(b) Since printing the above we have received from Mr. Brooke 
a game (unfortunately in 62 moves and too long for publication), 
in which playing a Steinitz Gambit against Mr. Sharp, Mr. 
Brooke wins in excellent style. 


SHOWALTER V. Barry. 


Satisfactory arrangements having been made 
by Messrs. Showalter and Barry, their match was 
fixed for 20th May at Boston. The player win- 
ning seven games is to be adjudged the victor, 
and besides the championship of the United States 
a stake of $2,000 hangs upon the result. 

Showalter’s adversary, C, F, Barry, is a player 
of considerable merit, although his name has not 
been familiar with the majority of chess players 
until recently, when he succeeded in winning a 
hotly contested game against S. Tinsley in the 
international cable match. Barry became the 
hero of the contest and subsequently received a 
high compliment from the London analyst (Hoffer 
in the columns of the Chess Monthly) for his ex- 
cellent and faultless play. 


Showalter having demonstrated his ability so 
frequently of late his friends predict for him an 
easy victory. 


Game No. 500. 
KING’S KNIGHT GAMBIT. 


WHITE. BLACK, 
Bishop Fitzgerald. S. Loyd. 
I—P to K4 1—PtoK4 
2—PwKB4 2—P takes P 
3—-Kt to K B3 3—P to K Kt 4 
4—PtoKR4 4—P to Kt 5 
5—Kt to Kt 5 5—PtoKR4 
6—B to B4 6—O to K2 
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The moves as given by him are as follow:— 


WHITE, BLACK. 
I—Pto K 4 I—PtoK4 
2—Ktio K B3 2—Kt to QO B3 
3—B to Kt 5 3—Bto B4 
SP to Ga ° 4—Q to B3 
5—PtoO4 5—P takes P 
6—Pto Ks 6—Q to Kt3 
7—P takes P 7—Kt takes QP 
8—Kt takes Kt 8—O to Kt 3 
9—-Bw K3 o—B takes Kt 

10—O takes B 10—O takes B 

11—Kt to B3 11—-O0 0 B3 


12—Casiles. 


Pillsbury contends that instead of Black having 
the best of the game after his eleventh move, 
White’s move, Kt to Q 5, instead of castling, 
would put a different complexion upon the game, 
threatening as itdoes Rto OBsq. Apparently 
Black’s best resource is 12—Kt to K 2, which, if 
met by White with 13—Kt takes Kt, compels 
Black 13 to play K takes Kt. Whereupon White 
can then castle with advantage and should win, if 
position counts for anything. ‘* It will be noted,” 
he added, “that if Black moves his rook, White 
plays 15—QO to R4ch. and wins at once Black's 
K RP.” 


All this is so evident that the Steinitz’ new de- 
fence to the Ruy Lopez does wot seem destined to 
a longer life than the Steinitz’ new defence to the 
Evans gambit was. 


Game No, 501. 
Played in the Universities’ Match against the 
City. 
FRENCH DEFENCE. 


WHITE, BLACK. 

R. C. Griffith. E. Lawton, 
Ii—PtoK4 I—PtoK3 
2—PtoOa4 anv ews 
3—Kt to O B 3 3—Kt to K B3 
4—-PtoK 5 4—K Kt to Q2 
5—Ptio K BG 5—-PwQOB4 
6—P takes P 6—Kt takes B P 
7—Ki to KB3 7—KitoO B3 
8—Kt to K2 Bias Babe 
9o—Pw B3 9—Btww K2 

10—B to K 3 10—Castles 

11—Q to B2 11—PtoQ Kt4 
12—B takes Kt 12—B takes B 
13—Kt to Kt5 13—P to Kt 3 
14—PtoK R4 14—Pto KR3 
1i5s—PtoR5 15—P takes Kt 
16—R P takes P 16—PtoK B4 


ij— to 23 17—P to K Kt 5 
18—O to Kt 3 18—K to Kt 2 
19—K to Kt 7 ch. and wins. 


STEINITZ AND SCHIFFERS. 


After defeating E. Schiffers, Mc. Steinitz return- 
ed to Berlin and Frankfort-on-.the-Main, and is 
now filling an engagement in Holland. Prior to 
leaving Russia the ex-champion is reported to have 
said :—*‘ You see, I played in bad form. In every 
game I lost I had sufficient advantage to win with 
ordinary care. Schiffers admits that. However. 
I break up now afier a few hours’ play, nervous 
debility and sleeplessness wear me out. Still I 
am in better health than I was at Hastings and I 
am subjecting myself to a cure which I trust will 
set me right before my forthcoming match with 
Lasker at Moscow. The money for this match is 
positively provided. Schiffers is much better than 
he is supposed to be, Just before the recent St. 
Petersburg tournament he played with a young 
player, Mr. Lewin, in consultation, against Tschi- 
gorin. Six games were contested, of which the 
allies won four and two were drawn. In all, Schif- 
fers has made nearly even games with Tschigorin 
in local tournaments and small matches extending 
over a number of years. 


MAIL STEAMERS, 
ee 


TuK NKXT MAIL IS DUK 
P.M. Co. Saturday, June 6th.* 


perO. & QO. Co. Suntay, June syth f 
perO.& O.Co, Saturday, June 6th,t 


per N. D. Lloyd Wed’day, June roth § 
per ¥.&O.Co, Saturday, Juve 13th. 
per C. P. R. Co, Monday, Jane igtn, 


Wed'day, A = 
Thursday, June 18th 


tium America 
Fiom America ......... 
From Hongkong 
From Europe, via 
Hongkong ....ceccecse 
From Hongkong ...,... 
From Canada, &c....... 
From Europe, vii 
Hongkong ....cers » per M. M. Co. 
per C. P. R. Co, 


From Hongkong 





* China left San Francisco via Honolulu on May acth. 1 Belgie 
left San Francisco on May a8th, 1 Gaelic left Hongkong on May 
geth. | Hohenxollern left Hongkong on June 4th. 


THE NEXT MAIL !tKhavas 


per P,%& O.Co. Sunday, June 7th 
per U,& U.Ce Tuesday, June gth. 


For Hongkong 
For America 


NEY Sivadicaaavcnaviuscns per N,V. Llova Saturday, June 13th, 
For Europe, vid Shang- 

ID apancdslovsghennigesaced per M. M. Co, Sunday, oe rth 
For Hongkong ......... per C. P, R. Co, Monday, June rgth. 
For Victoria, B.C..,,..., per N. P. Co Tuesday, June 26th. 
For America ..........06 per P, M, Co, Thursdav, June 18th. 
for Canada, &c. ..... per C. P, RCo Friday, June rgth. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per O. R.& N. Co. Sunday, June 8th, 


LATEST SHIPPING. 
SSeS ae 
ARRIVALS, 


Moyune, British steamer, 4,651, Kemp, 30th May, 
— London vid ports, 5th May, General.—W. M. 
Strachan & Co. 

Pathan, British steamer, 1,673, Day, 30th May,— 
Kobe 29th May, General.—Dodwell, Carlill & 
Co 


Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
30th May,—Hongkong vid ports, 22nd May, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. : 

Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, goth 
May,—San Francisco rath May, vid Honolulu 
tgth, Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Taper, British steamer, 2,795, T. Leigh, goth 

lay,—Kobe 29th May, General.—P. & O.S.N. 
Co. 


Amigo, German steamer, 1,043, F. Koleo, goth 
May,—Manila 22nd May, General.—Simon, 
Evers & Co. 

Hector, British steamer, 2,826, John Barr, 31st 
May,—Liverpool viA ports, 26th March, Gene- 
ral.— Butterfield & Swire. 

Kormoran, German gunboat, Captain Brindman, 
31st May,—Kobe 2gth May, 

Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, C. A. 
Anderson, tst June,—Kobe, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Océanien, French steamer, 2,127, Schmitz, 1st 
June,—Marseilles 26th April, Hongkong 23rd 
May, Shanghai 27th, and Kobe 31st May; Mails 
and General.—Messageries Maritimes Co, 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 3rd 
June,—Nagasaki 29th May, General.—Mitsu 
Bishi Sha. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, Whistler, 4th 
June,—Tacoma, Wash., 17th May, Mails and 
General,— Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Asloun, British steamer, 1,828, J. Murray, 4th 
tee 3rd) June, General.—Samuel 

amuel & Co, 

Oslo, Norwegian steamer, 777, C. H. Peterson, 5th 
June,—Takao 27th May, General.—H. Grauert. 

Carmarthenshire, British steamer, 1,775, Sincock, 
Sth June,—Kobe 4th June, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, J. W. Ek- 
strand, 5th Juve,—Shanghiai vid ports, 29th May, 
Mails.and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Coptic, British steamer, 2,744, Iuman Sealby, 30th 
ay,—San Francisco vid Honolulu, Mails and 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Saint Ronald, British steamer, 1,984, W. H. 
Clements, goth May,—Kobe, General.—Order, 

Calédonien, French steamer, 2,500, Blanc, 31st 
May,—Shanghai vid Kobe, Mails and General, 
— Messageries Maritimes Co. 

City of Rio de Faneivo, American steamer, 2,246, 
Wm, Ward, 31st May,—San Francisco vid 
Honolulu, Mails and General.—P, M. S.S. Co. 

Olympia, British steamer, 2,608, J. Truebridge, 
31st May,—Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, B.C., 
Mails and General.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, W. 
Thomsen, 31st May,—Otaru via ports, General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Doric, British steamer, 21936, Harry Smith, 1st 
June,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—O, & O. S.S. Co. 

Pigmy (6), British gunboat, Lieut.-Com. Bellairs, 
Ist June,—Hakodate. 

Manila, British steamer, 2,771, R. L. Haddock, 
2ud June—-London vid ports, General.—P. & 
O. S.N, Co. 
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Swatow, German steamer, 631, Jaspersou, 2nd 
June,—Manila, General.—Cheat Yue. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 2ud June,—Shanghai via ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, Bar- 
stow, 3td June,—Hakodate and Otaru, General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Mikawa Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,202, S. Mura- 
matsu, 3rd June,—Nemuro, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Tacoma, British steamer, 1,661, Whistler, 5th 
June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails and General. 
—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, sth 
Vanes Napasaki General.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Amigo, German steamer, 1,043, Hemenet, 5th 
May,—Moji, Genecal.—Simon, Evers & Co. 
Pathan, British steamer, 1,763, Day, 5th June,— 
London vid ports, General.--Dodwell, Carlill & 

Co. 

Asioun, British steamer, 1,827, J. Murray, 6th 
6th June,—Victoria, B.C., and Portland, Or., 
Mails and General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Breconshire, British steamer, 1,048, Peebles, 6th 
June,—Hongkong vid ports, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 


Moyune, British steamer, 4,651, Kemp, 6th June, 


—Hongkong vid ports, General.—W. M. Stra- 
chan & Co. 





PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 

Per British steamer Verona, from Hongkong 

vid ports:—Mrs. Lo Shu Sang, Surgeon-Major 
McKie, Staff-Surgeon Lory, R.N., and Mr. Nag 
Hoi in cabins 2 passengers in steerage. 
. Per British steamer Doric, from San Francisco 
viA -Honolulu:—Hon. W. O. Smith, Dr. C. B. 
Wood, Mr. Warren Greggory, Mrs. Warren 
Greggory, Dr. T. N. Birnie, Miss Bitnie, Miss 
Grace Birnie, Mr. Matsuoka, Mr. F. M. Slade, 
Miss Mabel Slade, Mr. N. Isono and 2 servants, 
Mc. C. R. Morse, Rev. David Thompsov, Mis. 
David Thompson, Mr. Valentine Blaque, Mus. 
Valentine Blaque, Mrs. Capt. F. Wilds, U.S.N., 
and Miss Wilds in cabin. For Honolulu :—Mrs. 
Ward Ames in cabin. For Hongkong :—Mes. 
M.: Wheeler, Mr. Chas. E. Graham, and Mrs. 
Chas. E. Graham and child in cabin. 

Per French steamer Océanien, from Marseilles 
vid ports:—Mr. Chaniard, Mr. Okomji, Mr. 
Jones, Mr. De Baltz, Major-General Jones Vaug- 
han, Mc. and Mis. Mertens, Mr. Seymour, Capt. 
Venning, Master Domenico, Mr. Simons, Mr. 
Ferand, Mr. Cloux, Mc. Nicolas, Mr. Jacob, Miss 
Savy, Lieut.-Colonel and Mis. Fetherstonhaugh, 
Mr. Macrosiem, Major Lambton, Mr. Chandos, 
Mr. J. Donsesbigue, Mc. and Mrs, Handugs, 
Mr. and Mrs. Meier, Mr. Cotta, Mr. Woodman, 
Mr. Vehling, Mr. Lyons, Mr. Botthewalla, and 
Dr. Horsey in cabin; 2 Japanese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Zacoma, from ‘Tacoma, 
Wash.:—Mes. Kelly and 2 childien, Mr. Adams, 
aud Mr. Perl:in cabin. For Kobe:—Mr. and 
Mrs. Melhuish, child and nurse, and Mrs. Wheeler 
in cabin. For Hongkong :—29 passengers in 


steerage. 
Per British steamer Asloun, from Kobe :—KFor 
Victoria, B.C. :—8 Chinese in steerage. ° 


Per Japauese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 
hai viA ports:—Mr. C. H. Oliverson, Mr. and 
Mes. V. E. Macy, Mr. Stafford, Rev. and Mrs, 
Tatum and child, Mrs. W. Harris, Mr. E. R. 
Gunther, Mrs. A. M. Gow, Mr. S.N. Pell, Mrs. 
Inouye, Mr. W. Ross, Mes. K. MacLanonan, Rev. 
K. MacLannan, Messrs. E. A. Sargent, W. H. 
Crawtord, J. R. Gibson, A. Thofelven, T. Lahaya, 
W. J. Thompson, Komi Zilliacus, and E. H. 
Bromwell in cabin; Mrs. Macy’s maid, Messrs. 
A. Harris, C. Bartler, S. Spring, KR. Kaitsu, O 
Shi Kin, Tobioka, K. Shimamoto, Horikoshi, J. 
Salt, and one gentleman in second class, and 50 
Japanese and 7 foreigners in steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco 
vid Honolulu :—Mr. and Mes. L. A. Ault and son, 
Majoi-General and Mis. Blundell, Captain and 
Mis. A. H. Bayley, Mr. Isaac H. Carey, Mr. and 
Mrs. C. T. Creswell, Mrs. Carroll and infant, Mc. 
‘Thomas Clifford, Me. C. C. Clarke, Mr. L. Denny, 
Mrs, E. S. Dundy, Mrs, E. S. Dundy, Jun., Miss 
Dundy, Mrs. J. C. Davies, Dr. J. S. Faitbairn, 

ro J. F. Gentner, Mr. S. N. Hoyt, Hon. 
Leicester and Mis. Holme and valet, Mr. S. 
Hayakawa, His Ex. Hoshi Toru, Minister to the 
United States, Mrs. Hoshi, child and servant, 
Mr. and Mrs. W.S. Jackson, Mrs. Jernigan, two 
children and amah, Rev. and Mrs. H. B. Johnson, 
five children and servant, Mr, W. B. Jones, Mrs. 
Kelso and three childcen, Rev. Huie Kin, Mr. and 
Mis. G. W. Lee, Mr. and Mis. Jas. R. Morse, 
Miss Lillian Morse, Lieutenant Mitchell, U.S.N., 
Rev. and Mrs, R. W. Munson, two children and 






Google 


servant, Mr. G. W. Noel, Mr. Pilkinson, Mr. and 


Mrs. R. Romans and infant, Mr, W. Schwecken- 


dieck, Mr. Theo. E. Smi:h, Mr. U. Yanagiya, 
Mr. K. Sonoda, Mr. and Mrs. F. S. Shenstone, 
Miss Shenstone, Mr. Stewart, Mr. Gustav Salin- 
ger, Mr. J. F. Siebe, Me. T. M. Tracy, Mr. K. 
Ueta, Mr. J. Woodside, Mr. A. G. Wieland, Mr. 
R. H. Weight, and Mr. VY. Yamamoto in cabin. 

Per French steamer Calédonien, for Shanghai 
viA Kobe :—Messrs. A. M. P. Da Cruz Farias, 
Nicolai, Jas. L. Robertson, Konni Ziliacus, Mes. 
Kowni Ziliacus, 2 children and 2 amahs, Messrs. 
T. Kawashima, A. Kleinwoit, Bergman, S. Bonsal, 
R. S. Thomson, Miss Caradza, Messts. Lermers, 
Ab Ling, T. Ohara, T. Otsiai, S. Ouyebara, E. 
Abille y Casariega, W. Farmer, Mrs. W. Farmer, 
child and aimnah, Messrs. T. Kitagawa, Geo. Mar- 
tinoff, Brydges, Mis. Brydges, Messrs. Y, Haga, 
K. Saiki, O. Ide, ¥. ‘Vakane, Okamatsu, Mes. 
Warrack, Messis. J. Oda, M. Inouye, P. Batbou- 
teau, W. H. Stone, and Eimeterio Ruiz in cabin; 
7 seamen and 2 Chinese in steerage. 

Per American steamer City of Rio de Faneiro, 
for San Francisco vid Honolulu :—Mr. 


goutin, Major S, H. Edwards, Mr. V. Eschke, 
Mr. 
Heibert, Dr. A. L. Jackson, Mr. Emmott Large, 
Mrs, Milward, Mis. Rodbaid, Mr. J. B. Patton, 
Dr. E. Rudel, Mrs. F. Randol, and Mr. D. R. 
Young in cabin. 

Per British steamer Afantla, for Loudon via 
ports :—g Ladies and Gentlemen (Willard Opera 
Co.), 2 Ladies (Willard Opera Co.), Mrs, Fletcher 
(Willard Opera Co.), 3 wative servants (Willard 
Co.), Messts. A. E. Ward, J. H. Dathan, S. J. 
Perry, and A. Wohlgemath im cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports :—Mr. A. H. Groom, Mr. T. D. 
Mackay, Mrs. Jernigan and amah, Mr. Gregory, 
Mrs. Gregory, Mrs. Gibbens, Mrs. Kumagawa, 
Mrs. D. Vehling, Rev. Loomis, Mrs. J. Wilson, 
Me. and Mrs. Solomonko, Mr. W. Ray, Me. N. 
Birnie, Miss Bimie, Mis. Wildes, Mrs. Birnie, 
and Miss Wildes in cabin; Mr. Mackay’s servant, 
Mrs. Gibbens’ boy, Mrs. S. Takenouchi, Mrs. 
Toyoda, Mr. J. Saigo, Mr. W. Stewart, Mr. F. 
Macmillan, and Mis, R. Leetze in second class, 
and 88 passengeis in steerage. 





CARGOES. 


Per British steamer Coptic, for San Francisco 
vid Honolulu :— 


THA. 
gat NEW DE- CLEVE- 
PRANCINGC, VORKRe CHICAGO. TROIT.UTICAs LANDeTOFal, 
Yokohama.1,034 523 72} —_ _ — 2,284 
Total ...1,034 523 727 —_ - — 2,284 
Sian. 
SAN uBw 
eH ANCIRGCO, TOMER, HARTFORD, tertan, 
Shanghai ............ _ 241° _ 241 
Hongkong ....... —_ 15 - 1S 
Vokohama ..ccceeee _- 7 -_ 7 











Total aces 263 263 
Per British steamer Olympia, for Tacoma, Wash., 
vid Victoria, B.C. :— 


TEA. 


CHICAGO NBW YORK PACIFIC 
CANADA. AND WEST. AND BAST. CAOST. TOTAL. 
Hyogo wsooee 748 250 1,057 — 2,055 
Yokohama ... 295 6,779 8,G42 10 =: 35,996 
Hongkong...... _- _ 46 20 66 
Total ...... 1,043 7,029 10,015 30 618,887 
RATES. 


Tea cccccscescssseecesesecsresseee 1$ cents Gold per Ib. gross. 

Silk co. .cssessseseserscessssseeee 3 Cemts Gold per Ib. gross. 

Measurement................. $1t Gold per ton. 

Per French steamer Calédonien, for Shanghai via 
Kobe :—Raw Silk for Europe, 286 bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 89 bales. 


Per American steamer City of Rito de Faneiro, 
for San Francisco vid Honolulu :— 


TRA. 
SAN FRANCISCO. NEW YORK. CHICAGO. TOTAL. 
Hiogo 50 267 _ 317. 
Yokohama ......+0 200 325 300 825 
Hongkong ......-. $05 _ ~_ 105 
Totahicsvtare'tee! 3 592 300 0,247 
SILK. 
FROM NW YORK TOTAL. 
Shamghai ...css cee ccscorsaeceneneeeeces von ses 4) 4! 
Total... .c.scccceenes 4! 4) 


Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 
Shanghai vid ports :—Treasure, $259,790.00. 





i 


LATEST COMMEKCIAL. 
et oe egy ie ose 


IMPORTS. 


Yarn and Grey Cloth move steadily, Other 
Cottons and Woollens reported dull, but there is 
some trade doing although merchants try to keep 
some of their transactions quiet. 


H. Adey,. 
Dc. P. T. Bolger, Mr. C. J. Clark, Dr. N. De- 


G. S. Harris, Mi.*Geo. B. Hunt, Mr. A. 






COTTON PECK 


Gocy Shiatingo— ig, yh ye, qyinc 
Shirtings—olb, 384 yds. aginches 


a, 
Lr. Cloth—-7th, 24 yards, y2inches 


Velvets—Ilack, 45 yards, azinches ... 
Victoria Lawns, 02 yards, 42-3 inches,. 


Indigo Shictinys—12 yards, gginches,. 
Prints—Assorted, 24 yards, 30 iuches,, 
Cotton—Italians and Sattaans lacie, 

G9 MACHOS -aésisci cekane nod stasnecasviesceiese 


GOODS, 


Par 
her $2.40 
2.70 
4.79 


riecs. 
to 2.80 
t0-3.4§ 
to 2.00 
8.90 to 2.40 
200 (3 3°75 
PRR VAR. 
0.16 to 0.32 
PER PIRCR, 
8.60 to 80,00 
0.75 ' 9.90 


FurkeyReds—z.o to 2.41, 24/25 yards, 


30 inches ..... 


eve 


Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3th, 24/25 yards, 


30 inches .... 


Vurkey Reds—3.8 to 4%, 24/25 yards, 


42 inches ...... 


Cuskey Reds—4.8 to Bb, 24/25 yards, 


gz inches ... 


WOOLELENS. 
Flannel..... weeo 


Italian Cloth, qo yards, 32 inches hest 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 


Medium 
Italian Cloth, 
Common ..... 


Mounssaline de (aine—(-rape, 4 yas 


a1 incWes..... 


Cloths—Pilote, §) @ SO inches... 
Cloths—Presidents, §4(@ 5S inchea ... 


Clothsa—Union, 54 @ §6 tnches ...... 


Rearnketa-Scarlet and Green, 3 to 5th, 


gree) WR ba ccr dob chs ate weekes- 
COE TOR Vat 


se gide, ist ieee 


gato 2 65 


1.70 tu 1.90 


2.10 to 2.50 


*[eoiwon 


270to 3.86 


Pek YARD), 
¥0.30 tu 0.474 
0.38 to 0.41 


230 te 0.324 


we 9.25 to 0.274 
ds, 

lu v.22 
to 0.§0 
to 0.45 
ta 0.70 


0.60 ta 0.75 


s. YRe FIC. 


dus. 16.24, Singles ............secsereseeee $56-50 tO 38.50 
Nos. 28/32, Singles ......... ee 40.00 tO 41.50 
Nos, 38/42, Singles .............::.c.ceeeee G00 tO 45.00 
de 32, ac wee teesereeeceesssereeeseee 4.00 tO 45.00 
Nos. 42, DoubleS  ... 22.60 c ck cee cee ee .§0 to -§0 
Nos. 2/60, Plain... .......0. ee cece eee os 3 
Nos. 2/80, Plies oe Lomi 

NO®. 2/100, PLAIN ccccesceccsscecese cee senses 

Nos. 2/60, Gassed 0.0.0... cece eene 76.00 0 81.00 
Nos. 2 80, Gassed ........... 00... see 92 00 tv 97.00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed ...............5. wee 8 81§.00 to 125.00 


NMICEALS 


Market looks healthy, and thete is a fair (rade 
doing. Quotations unchanged. 


Chat Maes, ddmeb 
Flat Bars, dineh...... .. 
Round and square up to 


Sheet Bron. ......... 


inch Selcoastee 


Iron Plates, amsorted ......... cc ceccee cee eee 


PRM PICUL, 

eens $3.30 UO 3.35 
- 3.35 to 3.40 
3-30 lo 3.40 
3.60 to 4.70 


J seaseecesces setesteceseces 4.50 tO 4.70 
Galvanized Trou sheets .........cccceee 9.00 [09.25 
Wire Nails, axsorted wc... eee. 6.50 10 §.60 
Tia Bhates, peer box wc... eeeeee  §-06 10 §-20 
Pig Tro, BO. gy cece ccc cee cee cee eee ees teres = 1065 tO 2.70 
ACHROSUNE, 


Market unchanged. Slow market but prices fim. 


AMEFICAN oiccce ccc cee cee cee cee see cae ves 


SUGAR, 
Brown—Position 
keep steady, holdings being in 


Brown Takao ... .cccscses 
Brown Manila .... 


pan eee O08 tos 


Brown Daitong (New) ...... enh stiahe 


Brown Canton ......... 
White Java and Pena 


unchanged, 
doing but not much life in the market, 


Nom. 


seseaeces $2.15 tO 2.25 
RUSSIAN o...0. 0s coe 000 cee see car cee cee ave see.enes 


.. 2.20 to.2.224 


some business 
Whites 
strong hands. 
pak PICUL, 
$4.10 tu 4.20 
5.00 to §.10 
3.385 to 3.90 


dep secceseeecsstesaccees 3.8020 4.80 
Ty eee 
White: Reliaed.... coc cee cee erence cee cee cee cee cae 


sues, 6.75 to 6.80 
6.75 to 9430 





EXPORTS. 


RAW SILK. 


Market still quiet and prices tending in favour 


of buyers. Newcrop in China 
than last year and Cocoons 
crop will be good, and large 
adverse rumours. 


Filatures—=-No. t, 10/15 'denters,.. 
Filatures—No. 04, 10/14 deniers - 


Filatures—No. 2, 10/15 deniers... 


Kaleedas—No. t  cos.cesescences 
K akedasmrNo. 2h cc ccccesceoeee cee cns 


No change. 
desirable and does‘not tempt p 


QUOTATIONS. 


Filatures—Jxtra g'tt, so/s2 den,... Wom. $760 to 770 
Filatures—Extra 03/15, 64/16 den...Nom. _ 


Filatures—No. 0, 63/05, 14/06 WMigthccesais 


Filatures——No. eh. 09/06, egiszdem. oe 
Filatures—=-No. 2, 14/08 deniers .....sccee wee 
Re-reels—No. 2, 63/95, tg/t6den, 
Re-reels—No. 64, 13/16, 14/t7 deniern...... 
Re-reels——-No. 2, 64/98 Memiers wc. eceeeee oe 
Re-reels=-No,. 24, tgiamaleniens 2... 
Re-reels—No. 3, 14/20 dleniers.,,... 
Kaleedas—Fixtea ccc icc cee cence ceecees 
‘ Sebeeelees Nom. 
K wleed ash. Bh vec cec cen cescse cee cee ver eee 
Kaklcedas—lQO. 2 ccc ceseseceececees cones 


is said to be larger 
cheap. Here the 
enough in spite of 


740 to 750 
665 to 675 
710 to 720 
635 to 645 
660 to 680 
620 to 625 


san eegees 630 

610 to 620 
£80 to 590 
§70 to 57§ 
§50 to 560 


Nom. 
Nom. 
: Paes 600.-to 610 


WASTE SILK. 
Stock of old material is not very 


QUOTATIONS. 


Noshi~Filature, Best .......cc008 


Noshim[Filatuce, God ....c.ce see see cee eeeens 
Noshi—mOshu, Best.cs cee ses ceeces cee cse ves 
NoshimOshiu, Good crccoorcessesseeseseoeet ens 
NoshimOshur, Mediu .......c0 cee cee ceeten ees 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ...... ccc... cee cee eee 
Noshi~Shinghitt, GOOd oe .ec cee cee cee cee cee 
NoshimBuabu, West .....0cceceeserceeenesseces 


urchasers, 
seasseees $105 €O B10 
100 to 105 
eerece 110 to ars 
405 to sto 
100 to 10§ 
ae 55 to 65 
2105 to 110 
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NoshimBushu, Good oo... ... cece cceseeeee QOS 10 100 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... .........cccee. 90 to gag 
Noshi—Joshu, Good .........cc0cescsesseereeee 60 tO 65 
Noshi==Jose, Fade 0c. asccsscecersccscccscecce §§ tO SFG 
KibisomFilature, Hest .....c..c.cccceeeee 85 ta QO 
KibisomFilature, Seconds ...... 0.0000. 7§ to 80 


TEA. 

Plenty of settlements, but no rise in prices: 

Japanese dealers look blue at the low quotations: 

but their efforts at holding are a failure. The 

steamer Glenogle (the first steamer of the season 

for New York vid Suez) has 2,c00 tons engaged, 
aud she will leave about the roth inst, 

QUOTATIONS. 
Choicest ... s00sce res cee serccecesccessecccseesensccece GSO UP 


TROGIR sc vcesia shu caves de sinsacletvexieretessexeaces SEO ee 088 
BIE ck av ciisersatceresnivaviseadestenverceeabin Be We Oe 


WMO .ae oo cv ceveggeseccv sec eneses soesererccncescssres 8§ CO 84 
M5000 DRGCIGUR: ices sccdccnicsss casccssertsasccces © 31. tO Sa 
Medium ........ deeb. peeseelnadbsiperdanses “HOA: Se 


Good "ESE HES ais PON BR RINT 16 to 17 





EXCHANGE. 


Exchange has continued wonderfully steady, 
the only change during the week being a slight 
rise in sates yesterday. 


Sterling——Bank spe sa eee ete eeeeee 2/2$toz 


— — Bills on demand... 2/2$to# 
— — 4 mouths’ sight ,,, 2/2$to2§ 
—- Private 4 months’ sight... 2/3 to} 


6 months’ sight... 2/3¢to4 
On Pasis—Bank sight .........-2+0062-79 1080} 
Ou Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight 2.83 $to 43 
On Hongkong—Bank sight.......... $°/,d. 
os Private todays sight.13°/, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ......ccc00 722 
— Private 10 days’ sight... 73% 
On India-—Bank sight ......cccsee00ee 189 
— Private 30 days’ sight...... 191% 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 54 to} 
_ Private 4 months’ sight 56 to} 
Ou Germany—Bank sight .........4002-26t07 
— Private 4 months’ sight 2.30}to14 
Bar Silver (London) .......ceccccesceeece 314 


-- —— 





BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, Ist June, 1896. 

The following were the closing quotations of the 
under-mentioned stocks on Saturday in Hong- 
kong, which were received by wire: H. and S. 
Banks 185 per cent. premium Sellers; Hongkong 
Lands $71 Buyers; China Fires $93 Sales; H. & 
W. Docks 184 per cent. premium Sellers; H. & 
K. Wharfs $47 Buyers; Douglasses $55 Sellers; 
H. C. & M. Steamboats $33.75 Buyers; Pun- 
joms $15.50 Sellers; Raubs $5.50 Sales; Bal. 
morals $2.25 Buyers; National Banks $30 No- 
minal; Indo-Chinas $70 Sellers; Straits $29 
Sellers; Unions $225 Buyers ; and China Traders 
$79.50 Buyers. 

There is no change of any interest to note in the 
Hongkong share market, and old rates have been 
maintained, The market, however, is firm with a 
tendency to improve, 

Between the period from the 20th to the 23rd 
ult,, the following changes in rates are noticeable : 


May 2oth. May 23rd. 

Straits Insurance .,.$28.85 Buyers. $28.50 Buyers. 
Indo-Chinas ,........$66 Sales. $70 Buyers. 
Douglasses  .....++..856 Sales. $57 Buyers. 
China Mutuals 

(Preference) ......£8.10 Sellers. £8.5 Buyers. 
China Sugars ,.....8118 Sales. $116 Buyers. 
Punjom Mines 

(Preference) ......$3-90 Buyers. $4 Sellers. 
H. & W. Docks ...182°/, Buyers, 184°/, Buyers. 
H. & K. Wharfs ...$46.50 Buyers. $47 Buyers. 
Humphreys Estates $9.25 Sellers. $9.50 Sellers. 
Geo. Fenwicks ...... $24.50 Sales $25.50 Buyers. 
Hongkong Hotels...$33.50 Buyers. $34 Sales, 


Forward clearances consist of =H. & S. Banks 
(a lot of 50 Shares) at 186 per cent. for June: 
Straits $30 for Sptember; H. C. & M. Steam- 
boats $35 for August; China Sugars $118.50 to 
$119.50 for July aud August; H. & W. Docks 
187 per cent. for June and 193 per cent. for 
August; and Douglasses at the equivalent cash 
tates of $55/57. 

e extract the following interesting news from 
out Hongkong Agent’s Weekly Circular of the 
23rd ultimo regarding Mining Shares :— 

‘The mail, just in, is expected to bring letters 
from the Punjom mine about the expenses connect 
ed with the cyanide works, and much will depend 
on the news in this respect; from what I can learn 
from reliable private sources, the expenses will 
be small. Charbonnages have been inqui:ed for, 
IT hear, but no sales have been made public. 
New Balmorals have advanced to $2}, sales 
and buyers; this is caused by a fresh offer 


Digitized by CO gle 


received from London for the Balmoral and 
the Olivers property together of £20,000 cash and 

50,000 in shares in a Company to be formed 
in London. This offer is under consideration, but 
it will be difficult to apportion the amounts offered 
to the two Companies for which the offer is made, 
and it may fall through again, or at any rate it 
may be some time until a definite decision can be 
arrived at, as the shareholders of the Balmoral 
Company may have to be consulted on the offer 
to be made to them by the Olivers Freehold Mines; 
the shares of this latter Company are in steady 
demand, and the new B issue, on which $1 has 
been paid up, are in demand, and have been sold 
at $1.40 per share. Raubs sold at $5} ex-dividend, 
supposed to have been declared on the 8th inst., 
and are offering. Jelebus fetched $2.80 and close 
weak ; the report has been issued, and states that 
the output for the half-year ended 13th Feb- 
ruaty, 1896, is 3,929 piculs ore against 3,404 
piculs for the previous half-year, and against 
4,047 piculs ore and 176 piculs tin for the corre- 





sponding or last half of 1894. Outstanding advances 
(after writing off $11,620 as bad and doubtful) 
amounted to $10,935. Alter paying all charges, 
wiiting off the cost of prospecting, and making 
an allowance of $2,085 for depreciation of 
houses, plant, furniture, &c., there remains at 
the credit of Profit and Loss Account a balance 
of $1,492.42, from which the directors propose 
taking $938 to be placed to Reserve Fund, bring- 
ing that fund up to $10,000, and carrying forward 
the sui of $554.42 to new account. The cost of 
the development of the Maliwun concession during 
the half year, amounting to about $27,000, is car- 
ried forward as an asset, lotalling now $65,190 
expended so far on that property.” 

Local stocks remain unchanged. Iron Works 
are wanted at $150, Japan Breweries at $190, 
Grand Hotels at $155, Oriental Hotel Ordinary 
shares at $130, and Founders at $250; Langfeldts 
at $165, and Japan Breweries (Debentures) at 
$107, Club Hotels are firm at $70 ex dividend. 
Bretts are offering at $7.50 and Hiogo Gas at $165. 
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DE TRAVAUX 
DYLE ET BACALAN 


Capital: £ 300,000 
lead Office: 45, Avenue Matignon, Paris 


| WORKS IN EUROPE: 
at Bordeaux (BACALAN), France 





—_ at Louvain (DYLE), Belgium 


Railways and Tramways, Plant and Rolling Stock, Carriages and Waggons, Wheels, Wheels 


and Axles combined, Permanent Bridges for Railways, Permanent and portables (démon- |f 
tables) Bridges for Roads, Girders and metallic Frames, Steam Launches and Steamboats, |j 


Boilers and Steam Engines, Dredgers. 


CONTRACTORS ¥ sy 


Constructing and Working ‘ eS 


Railways and Tramways 
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Apply to Messrs. BOYES & Co., Yokohama, Agents for M. OPPENH 
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The Secret of a Beautiful Skin 


Soft white hands, shapely nails, and luxuriant hair with clean 
wholesome scalp is found in the perfect action of the PORES 
produced by CUTICURA SOAP, the most effective skin puri- 
fier and beautifier in the world, as well as purest and sweetest 


for toilet, bath, and nursery. 


= 
. 


Vaio grester tines the combined sates fll ether ite end ¢ 
fe Sroat complexion both foreign and domestic. Sold 
re Case: Coens Beltiah depot: F/Neynuunt's Bovy iy King Baward-at, Londoay B.C: Porras Dave 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


yy 
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BERLIN MANUFACTURER of SPIRITS }. 


requires an AGENT in YOKOHAMA 
and HYOGO, for the sale of his Spirits in 
Cases and Casks. Please address, stating [ull 
Particulars and references: J.W. 8566, care of 
Rupotr Mosss, Berlin, S.W. 





NOT “MADE IN GERMANY”! | 
> THE FINEST 
ENGLISH MAKE. 


EAU DE COLOGHE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds, 
UsE ATKINSON'S ONLY, 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


Only genuine with Shield- ~shape Blue and Yellow 
Label and usual “ Wutrr Rose” Trade Mark. Qf 
all Dealers & of the Manufactnrers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


Matheson & Grant, 
13, Walbrook, 








London, England. 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
‘ Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


Pa suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samugt Barner, in his work entitled “* The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—‘'| ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I hadthe best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis, In! 
short time I had many applicants, to whom | served out 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create i undeniable eifect upon the  eeeents which satisties 
them of their value,’ 











SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’'S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

nr. J. T. Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1871, says—** | had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment. 1 gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured i in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl! and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘‘stock,’ 

oe bei all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the te a 


“NEW CODES AND OLD CUSTOMS.” 
By J. H.W. 


RRINTED FROM THE “f lavanw Mart.” 
PRICE FIFTY CENTS. 
{ecember, 20th 1894. 
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BRAND 


CON DENSED MILK 


The ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
4 contain all the cream of the original milk. 
7 In the process of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 


refined sugar added. 


purposes. 








ILKMAT|) 








Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted; and ask for 
the ‘‘Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 


Pesmeee| The Physician’s Cure 


fox Gout Seoairere 


DINNEFORDS Heese 





The xa Satreel Rancher iiversal Remedy for “Acidity Leidity of ¢ the Stomach, 


Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations,  ™eles, and the Sich 


etna Affections. 








ness of Pregnancy. 








a TT Sold Throughout the World “ 
N.B._ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 
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‘THE QUEEN OF TAB 


“More wholesome 


LE WATERS.” 


than any 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BO PrE erin, D & 


YOKOHAMA. 
ASK FOR 





And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 


To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. 


THE TIMES. 


SWiREK, 






FINEST AND CHEAPEST 
MEAT-FLAVOURING 
STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIG'S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch 


_Cookery Books on Application to Office 


Avenue, London, England. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 








ANOTHER outbreak of Tong-haks is reported 





from Korea. 


Tue grandfather of Viscount Yamaoka died on 





the 4th inst. 


Tur Chiu-yetsu Railway was formally opened 


on the 6th instant. 





Count MatsuxkatTa has contributed 500 yen to 


five schools in Kagoshima. 


In a recent match, Gloucester versus Sussex, Dr. 


W. G. Grace scored 243, not out. 


Camp fever is very prevalent in many garrison 


towns and adjacent villages of Japan. 


ApMIRAL BULLER, commanding the British Fleet 


on this station, has been created a K.C.B. 


THE Nippon-jin vewspaper was suspended on 
the 8th inst. for publishing a revolutionary ar. 


ticle. 





A peposit of crystalline quartz has been found 
in the mountain forest of Sarashina-gun, Nagano 


Prefecture. 


H.E. Li Hune-cuane proceeds on the rith 
inst. to Berlin and thence to the other principal 
















































European capitals. He returns home from 
London via the United States. 


H.I.M. the Empress was present, and spoke, 
at the eighth annual meeting of the Red Cross 
Society held in Tokyo. 


Tue Bluff beat the Settlement easily at Cricket 
last week, mainly through the good play of 
Walford and Crawford. 


Messrs. Faver-BRANnDT have obtained the con- 
tract to supply 10,000 tons of iron water pipes 
for the Tokyo Water-works. 


Major Lornarre, who hung Stokes, the British 
trader, without trial, has arrived at Brussels, 
where he received an ovation. 


Mr. McKintey’s managers declare that the 
Republican Party has determined to maintain 
the Gold Standard in the U.S.A. 


Tue Embassies of the Powers have jointly cau- 
tioned the Porte against the massacres in Crete, 
Russia being especially emphatic in her warning, 


Ligut. Tuurston, of the U.S.S. Detroit, died at 
Yokohama on the oth from typhoid fever. The 
remains were accorded a naval funeral next day, 


It is proposed to build a large aquarium ata 
cost of 30,000 yen in the grounds of the Marine 
Products Exhibition to be held at Kobe next 
year. _— 

Count Kuropa Kiyoxata was appointed on the 
Sth inst., Minister President of State, ad in- 
ferim, during Marquis Ito’s absence in For- 
mosa. 


ANOTHER engagement has been fought near 
Buluwayo in which the British forces completely 
routed the Matabele, the latter losing three 
hundred killed. 


Marauisges I10 and Sarco and Lieut.-General 
Katsura, with a distinguished suite, have left in 
the Yoshino for Formosa. They will be away 
for over a month. 








Tue Sodeska, a new yacht, won the ‘* Nandeska 
Cup” on Saturday; the Rozin won the Fapan 
Herald Cup; and the £elatr won the Italian 
Residents’ Cup. 


Don Josr Catvo pe Rica, the Spanish Minister, 
was receiyed in a farewell audience by His Im- 
perial Majesty on Monday; and left Japan in the 
Gaelic on Tuesday. 


Tue Australian cricket Eleven are having a 
victorious tour in England, defeating Essex 
county, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Oxford and the 
Gentlemen of England. 


Marguts Satonjr has received the Grand Cor- 
don of the Order of the Rising Sun, and Vis- 
count Yoshikawa Akimasa the collar of the 
Order of the Sacred Treasure. 


Many new peerages have heen gazetted this 


| week, among the recipients heing the heads of 


the Mitsui and Iwasaki families, Courf officials, 
and the Lord Abbots of the Hongwanji. 


Mr. Kusumoto, President of House of Repre- 
sentatives, having been elevated to the peerage, 
the position becomes vacant. The candidate 
of the Ftyu-fo will be Mr. Kono Hironaka. 

HE raising of the Chishima, that was sunk on 
the 3oth of November, 1892, off Madzukijima 
Island, Iyo Province, will be carried out by 
Messrs. Yoyoshima and Suguki of Matsuyama. 





H.M. battleship Centurion recently had a 
four hours full speed run on natural draught 


Google 


and accomplished over 18 knots an hour. The 
U.S.S. cruiser Olympia did 20.4 knots per 
hour on a similiar trial recently. Both are the 
flagships of their respective squadrons on the 
China station, 


Tue Committee under the President of the 
Chamber of Deputies has adopted the Bill de- 
Claring Madagagcar a French Colony and can- 
celling all former treaties between Foreign 
Powers and Madagascar. 


TriaL shipments of canned fish, principally 
mackerel and herring, have been made from 
Shidzuoka and Akita, to the United States. If 
the experiment is successful, shipments of 
canned salmon will be made to Italy. 


Mr. Komura, Japanese Minister to Korea, has 
returned to Tokyo, and has been appointed 
Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs. He says that 
the return of the King of Korea to his own 
Palace has been determined upon, 


A German drill instructor named Krause has 
been assaulted by Chinese soldiers at Nankin. 
The Prinsess Wilhelm that left Shanghai, in 
company with the Z/éis, to investigate the affair, 
ran on the mud and delayed both vessels for a 
day. 
Reuters Agent at Brass reports thata French 
expedition on the Niger has been utterly routed 
by the Borgu tribe with the loss of many killed. 
The remnant of the French force reached 
Kiama on May 1ath.* The Niger Company is 
sending assistance. 





Tue Dervishes have bten totally dispersed near 
Akasheh with heavy loss, the Egyptian forces 
sustaining only slight loss. Many important 
Mahdist Emirs were either killed, wounded, 
or taken prisoner. It is reported that King 
Menelik of Abyssinia has offered to assist the 
Khalifa against the Egyptians. 


DuagineG the welcome-home of the local military 
on the 31st ull., while boys of the Sado School 
were engaged in singing the national hymn at 
thenew school buildings, astrange cracking sound 
was beard, and suddenly the whole first floor 
gave way. Aboat 56 people were injured, and 
6 or 7 killed. 


A¥TER a considerable trade in Grey Yarns early” 
in the week, the market relapsed into depres- 
sing quietude; but an impression prevails that 
importers are concealing their transactions in 
Fancy Cottons and Woollens for the present. 
Quotations are still rising for Iron and dealers 
are afraid to operate at present figures. ‘They 
must soon cone in, however, as up-counuy 
stocks are anything but heavy. A slow market 
is reported in Kerosene, dealers only fil- 
ling ptessing orders, though no change in 
prices can be expected. In Sugar, Formosa 
Browns are stronger and buyers are willing 
to pay the advance. White Sugars are higher 
in value and trade is quiet. In the principal ex- 
port prices are again lower, and a little business 
has been done for Europe at moderate figures. 
A few boxes of New Silk are on the market, 
and one small parcel is said to be under con- 
sideration at $650. The sericultusists of the 
north-eastern provinces are said to be greatly 
scared at the continued depression in the 
market and threaten to refrain from reeling 
until the 1st of July in order to prevent a glut 
in the market later on. The stock of Old Silk 
in hand amounts to 8,000 piculs. In Waste Silk 
prices are firm with a quiet market. A large 
business has been done in Tea, chiefly in good 
Common and Fine. The settlements to date 
are about 110,000 piculs against 130,000 last 
year. Exchange continues steady. 


BID & 


wa 


ri 


t Formosa be remodelled on the basis of sterner 
| principles. 


: of affairs in Formosa. Let. the cutting of the 


; expose the Government to a charge of incon- 
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ed asa matter of course. The ippon declares | spite of its several diplomatic blunders, is the 
itself perplexed to decide whether such procedure 
is strictly consistent with the principles of con- 


stitutional government. 






































































THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 
PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 


—_-—__ —_-}--— ---- - 

The departure of the Premier and the Minister 
of the Navy for Formosa on a tour of inspection 
has evoked some comment from several of the 
vernacular journals. The Michi Michi Was no 
doubt that the personal inspection of the new 
dominion by the two statesmen will tend to con- 
siderably facilitate and perfect the work of 
arranging and opening up the resources of 
Formosa, and says that the nation owes thanks | o¢ 4 peerage. Our contemporary holds, at the 
to the ibs Marquises ao undertaking such 4lsame time, that everyone must be left free to 
mission ata time when the climate is becoming | decide whether he will accept or decline such a 
intolerably hot and unhealthy. The Mippon| distinction. The Maintchi's article is chiefly 
thinks that the journey may influence the future devoted to the later point. To prove its conten- 
of Japan's foreign policy, at least towards China, | tion it refers to the case of Mr. Gladstone, and 


a o aenclii xo el ae siendaar co to the special treatment that John Bright used 
ect bail a ach choles i da eae &-lto enjoy at the British Court in consequence 


lieves that the policy hitherto pursued has been] o¢ pis religious views. 
too moderate and unsuited to such a district as 

Formosa, where the natives are notorious for 
their intractable disposition. The partial pro- 
hibition of the use of opium and the fact that 
the Formosaus are allowed to plait their hair 
into queues as before, are facts eminently prov- 
ing that the Government leans over-much to a 
tolerant policy. It is true that to enforce strict 
prohibition of the use of opium at present would 


Satsuma statesmen. The distinguishing traits 
of Satsuma men are subordination to authority, 


% 

The Kokumin's opinion on this topic is that 
a title being strictly a Court favour and having 
no connection with the wishes of the Cabinet, a 
politician, when created a Peer, is under.no 
obligation to bring his political views into con- 
formity with those of the Cabinet, supposing 
that no such conformity existed prior to the gitt 


their strength and their weakness. The Pre- 
inier clearly discerns these points, with his 
characteristic shrewdness, and turns them to 
accouut in his own interests, Marquises Saigo 
and Oyama and Count Kuroda being Satsuma 
leaders, are held in great respect by all the 
juniors of their clan. The Premier thinks that 
in order to move the latter in. accordance with 
his own will, the best way is to use the three 
leaders as levers. Hence he omits no means 
of conciliating their favour, and so completely 
have they been won over to his side—especially 
Marquis Saigo and Count Kuroda—that they 
now constitute the most important pillars up- 
holding the Ito Cabinet. It is owing to his 
confidence in the support that he receives from 
the three Satsuma seniors, that the Premier risks 
subjecting Count Matsukata to very cool treat- 
ment, The Kokumin asks whether sucha state 
of things can be expected to last long, and replies 
that, according to its judgment, the spell that the 
Premier has thrown over the Satsuma men must 
eventually cease to be operative. That the Pre- 
mier, despite Count Kabayama’s disinclination, 
was able to retain that statesman in the post of 
Governor-General of Formosa, and that he also 
overcame Viscount Takashima’s reluctance to 
assume the portfolio of the new Department of 
Colonization was because his spell over the 
Satsuma-men was still potent. Count Kaba- 
yama’s resignation shows that the bond has 
begun to grow looser. 


* 
ae . # 
« The Fit encourages the emigration of Japan- 
ese physicians to Formosa. According to that 
journal. the proneness of the Formosans to the 
vicious habit of opium smoking is primarily 
due to the absence of good medical practitioners 
in island. When the Chinese settled in For- 
mosa, they were entirely devoid of any thought 
f hygienic precautions, and simply selected 
: eae 5 spots that served their own convenience. The 
sistency, but no such objection applies to the Finganitary conditions of their environment gra- 
other matter. This is the best opportunity tot dually told on the constitution of the settlers. 
enforce a change in the style of hair-deessing, | They did not know where to apply for proper 
for anew Governor-General has been appointed | reatment, the handful of “‘ Chinese doctors ” liv- 
and the Premier and the Minister of the Navy are ing among them being nothing more than quacks 
on a mission to personally observe the state} 44 tad only one or two drugs for all kinds 
; series : of sickness. Was it wonderful that, under such 
queue. he strictly-enforced and, with that pre-| circumstances, the Chinese having discovered 
liminary, let the administrative policy towards | ih4: opium momentarily alleviated their pain, 
should become more and more addicted 
7 to that extraordinary and fatal mode of treat- 
 * & ment? Hence, not only asa precaution against 
The raising of Mr. Kusumoto to the peerage | the extended prevalence of opium-smoking, but 
having disqualified him®to retain the presidency also as a means of imparting to the natives an 
of the House of Representatives, has naturally | object lesson in the benefits of civilization, Japan- 
dissatisfied the Opposition, who see themselves | ege medical practitioners should be encouraged 
deprived of a President identified with their] to imigrate, and settle in the new territory. 
party. The Mippon, the Kokumin, and the 
Mainichi write in terms of condemnation of 
the honour conferred on Mr. Kusumoto.|from depression, writes the Shogyo. Trans- 
Three different motives, argues the Jsppon,|actions in new tea began from the later part of 
should have led Mr. Kusumoto to decline the] April, but at quotations about 10 yen lower than 
distinction ; firstly, his own diffidence ; secondly, | those of last year, and the prospects of the silk 
his desire to retain his position towards the | market are equally unfavourable. Sericulturists, 
State, which position is lost by hiselevation to the | as well as tea-growers and merchants, have re- 
peerage; and lastly, his democratic ptinciples.|solved to devise measures to cope with the 
The unsuccessful attempt made by the Premier| trouble. The tea manufacturers of Shizuoka 
last year to decline the gracious desire of his So-| have decided to terminate the picking ot new 
vereign to confer upon him the title of Marquis|leaves by July 31st, and the Kwansai Tea 
and the Grand Cordon of the Rising Sun, may be|Guild has taken a similar step, resolving 
taken as a good instance of the first; while the | further, to suspend the manufacture of second- 
equally unsuccessful refusal of Count Itagaki|period tea. Again, the tea merchants of 
to accept his title illustrates the third case. | Yokohama have determined to give up Sun- 
Though differing in nature, the first, and the | day transactions. Similar precautious have 
third cases agree in this, namely that they hinge | been taken by sericulturists, those of Koshu 
upon moral considerations, and have little re-|and Shinshu being resolved to delay the sea. 
lation to the laws or to Constitutional Govern-|son of reeling till July rst. Whether such 
ment. But the second case is by far the most| measures will prove efficacious in re-animating 
important, for the gracious gift of a peerage the market for two of Japan’s most important 
interferes with the exercise of a privilege that| staples of export, remains to be seen, but it is 
the recipient was enjoying up to the moment of | evident that, as things stand at present, the pro- 
receiving the patent of nobility. After dwelling | duction of silk and tea will be considerably 
in particular on the hardship of the incident to decreased this year. Till the end of May, how- 
Mr. Kusumoto, the Vippon goes on to contend | ever, the quantity of both articles shipped abroad 
that, with regard to a position legally enjoyed in| was greater than in the corresponding period of 
virtue of popularelection, itis natural that, solong | last year, as the following figures show :— 
as the special qualifications for the position are Silk Tea 
retained, no one should be able to oblige the 5 Catties. Yen. Catties. Yen. 
holder to forfeit it during the term prescribed by | This yc" ...2,705.748 9.908,666 987,561 124,638 
law. In acountry where constitutional principles Last year ...2,621,187 11,597,487 982,351 162,677 
are really operative, even afavour graciously con- | It will be seen from the above that though in 
ferred by the Sovereign must not be regarded quantity silk shows an increment of 84,561 
as possessing the imperative character that it catties this year, the value is the reverse, there 
had under the system of absolutism. Suppose | being a decrease of 1,688,811 yes. In the same 
that Mr. Kusumoto were at a loss which to| way tea shows an increase vf §,210 calties in 
prefer, the gracious gift of the Court or the| quantity, but a decrease of 38,039 yen in value. 
continued enjoyment of his seat in the Lower} The Shogyo fears that, during the ensuing 
House: in other words, whether to choose per-| months, both quantities and values must show 
sonal distinction or the undisturbed discharge |a decline compared with last year. 
of his public duties; surely to insist thatthe So-| . *" 
vereign’s gift must not be declined would amount{ The Kokumin writes that the chief secret of 
to contending that public service may be neglect: the comparative stability of the Ito Cabinet, in 


* # 

The Wippon-jin has forced the Home Mini- 
ster to suspend it, apparently for the unique 
purpose of discrediting him in the eyes of the 
public. It published a highly inflammatory 
article, headed ‘‘ Empty Talk and Arms,” stat- 
ing that the people’s wishes ventilated through 
the press, from the platform, and through the 
Diet, have failed to receive any attention from the 
Government, which, conscious of its strength, is 
determined to disregard all murmurs raised by 
the nation, and to enforce whatever measure it 
deems proper. When speech is so utterly de- 
void of effect, what should the people next do. 
They should see whether they cannot achieve 
their wishes even by recourse to force ; in other 
words, they should take up arms, “ shed blood, 
and blow flesh to pieces.” Partial attempts to 
enforce popular wishes result in assassination, 
while wholesale attempts culminate in revolu- 
tion. This extraordinary article then proceeds 
to enumerate instances of ‘ partial and whole- 
sale manifestations of the people’s will by force,” 
both at nome and abroad, and observes that, 
‘hitherto, in taking lives on political grounds, 
assassins have always thought it more gallant 
to use swords, and consequently, for the pur- 


* * 
The silk and tea industries are now suffering 


a number of men had to combine. Since 
the abolition of the custom of wearing 
swords,.the importation of pistols has become 
very active. It ts fortanate that no instance has 
yet been seen of recourse to an arm that can be 
efficiently used ata distance, but when one re- 
members how abundantly this new kind of 
weapon is distributed among the people, and 
when one observes that speech is really devoid 
of effect, one cannot but shudder at the pro- 
bable occurrence of a terrible incident. True 
statesmen are they that provide a vent for popular 
utterances and adopt precautions so that the 
people may not be driven to resort to the use of 
force.” The Mippon-sin inust have known per- 
fectly well that snch writing could not possibly 
be suffered to pass unpunished. Its object 
plainly was to force the haad-.of the new Mini- 
ster of Stale for Home Affairs. 


Quantity. Value. Qua ntity- Value. 


Saeees peers 

A Toronto telegram of May Lith says that 
Fowler Biies Heinsuit, a farmer, bad on Saturday 
a family consisting of his wife and thice children, 
This morning he bas nine children. His young 
wife presented him with six babies at one birth, 
three boys and three yitls, all Uright, well devel- 
oped, and able to cry lustily. She is 27 years old. 
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influence that the Premier enjoys over leading | 
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constancy in friendship, and firm union among { 
themselves. These trails constitute at once: 
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pose of making away with even one person, - 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


THB TWO THOUSAND GUINEAS. 

Keen as may be the general satisfaction at the 
result of the Two Thousand decided yesterday, 
says the Sportsman of April 30th, in that the 
race was won by a good horse for one of the 
most respected and popular patrons of the Turf, 
its edge will be somewhat blunted by a sense of 
disappointment that such an important event 
should have had so comparatively tame an issue. 
The probable antagonism of St. Frusquin, Per- 
simmon, and Regret had been looked forward 
to as-one of the most interesting features the 
spring could afford ; but the home failure of the 
latter pair, and their consequent withdrawal, left 
the result apparently quite at the mercy of the 
Palace House representative. Such an unex- 
pected collapse naturally led to a market “ frost,” 
and with the odds entrusted to St. Frusquin 
gradually lengthening, his quotation at the fall 
of the flag was 100 to 12 on against half-a-dozen 
competitors, the party of seven making up the 
smallest field since Ayrshire won in 1888. The 
duty of representing Kingsclere devolved upon 
Lebrador, but/he possessed no chance against 
the son of St. Simon and Isabel, who had for 
nearest attendant past the winning post Love Wi- 
sely, hailing from Manton. Though the victory 
was easily achieved, the work of the winner was 
not considered exceptionally brilliant, and 5co 
to 400 was offered against him for the Derby 
after the race. Mr. L. de Rothschild, who had 
not previously won the Two Thousand Guineas, 
came in for warm congratulations on all hands, 
and to say that the win was a popular one is 
almost superfluous. 


SPEED ON RAILROADS. 


Mr. Hiram S. Maxim, writing in Casséer's 
Magasine, says:—''I see no reason why we 
might not expect to double the speed of steam- 
driven railroad trains. Ordinary electric trains 
should travel at the rate of go to 100 miles an 
hour and express trains at, say, 120; but in 
order to do this it would be necessary so to 
construct the carriages as to enable them to 
pass through the air without any great resist- 
ance. The train should be pointed at both 
ends, and have the appearance of being all in 
one piece ; even the wheels and axletrees would 
have to be boxed in. I find in my experiments 
that ‘atmospheric skin friction on a smooth sur- 
face is so very small that it need not be con- 
sidered as a factor at all, but the power requir- 
ed to drive a rough or irregular body through 
the air is very great. ‘Electricity could, of 
course, be advantageously employed on exist- 
ing roads, but if special roads were to be con- 
structed a comparatively cheap line could be 
employed, and as the electrical train would be 
vastly lighter than the steam train, extensive 
grading and tunneling would not be necessary, 
The line might follow, approximately, the con- 
tour of the country. “In the steam-driven train 
great power is required to enable it to mount 
even a slight gradient, and all this energy is 
wasted in heat and friction on the brakes in de- 
scending the next grade. The extra amount 
of energy consumed by an electrically-driven 
train in mounting a gradient could again be 
utilized in descending the next gradient, be- 
cause the descending train, moving at a high 
velocity, instead of having its speed checked 
by the use of brakes, could turn a switch in 
such a direction as to convert the motors them- 
selves into generators, which would actually 
send a current intothe line which would be avail- 
able for the use of other trains. The storing of 
energy developed by a descending train has al- 
ways been a desideratum ; it is quite impracti- 
cable to use it with steam-driven trains, while 
itis a simple matter in trains driven by a cable 
or by electricity.” 


SUPERNATURAL CAUSATION. 
A RECENT meeting of the Victoria Institute at 
8, Adelphi Terrace, London, afforded a fresh 
instance of that energy with which the Council 
of the Society guides its affairs, and is instant, 
with care and caution in Jeading the way in 
‘carrying out the investigation of important 


Google 


questions of Phildbophy and Science, but more 
especially those that hear upon the great truths 
revealed in Holy Scripture’—as its rules define 
its main object. At the last meeting Pro- 
fessor. Cleland, M.D., F.R.S., Professor of Ana- 
tomy at the University of Glasgow, contributed 
powerfully to introduce the investigation of a 
subject the importance of which is slowly begin- 
ning to force itself on the attention of leading 
men of Science, namely :—‘ The classification 
of the vertebrata.” Professor Cleland announ- 
ced that his researches had forced him to hold 
views on the subject which were in accordance 
with those of Cuvier and Owen. After descri- 
bing these views, and the reasons which induced 
him in his long researches to adopt them too, 
he pointed out how entirely they accounted for 
the facts we observed in Nature, and the law 
and order we recognised as existing therein, 
and how they left no place for new theories of 
natural selection, but compelled us to recognise 
design in the developments of Nature; and, as 
was well expressed by one of the many who 
took partin the discussion—supernatural causa- 
tion of the life history of the plants and animals 
which were on earth, found expression. During 
the meeting Captain F. Petrie, the Honorary 
Secretary, announced the election of several 
home and colonial applicants, who had asked 
admission to the Institute. 


TROUT IN THE TROPICS. 


A FORMER resident in Japan, who has been 
spending some time in Ceylon, relates an in- 
teresting fact in connection with the experiment 
made in the island in introducing English 
trout to the lakes there. Of course, in sucha 
latitude, itis only ata great altitude that S. fario 
could be expected to thrive at all, but the 
suitability of the conditions of their tropical 
habitat is proved by their wonderful develop- 
ment, fish having been captured from four to 
eight pounds weight; and, with the instinct of 
their British progenitors, they rise to the fly. 
Perhaps the most extraordinary instance of 
improvement in this species of the salmonidz 
has occurred in Tasmania. Trout introduced 
to a lake there some years ago have been taken 
recently in large numbers, most of them being 
over ten pounds, one weighing 22lbs. These 
fish were introduced from the British Isles, and 
specimens having been scientifically examined, 
they were declared to be faréo. 


BORNEO COTTON. 

Tue following paragraph, which recently ap- 
peared in the Borneo Herald, should be of 
interest in Japan :—The following is the report 
by a leading Hongkong cotton broker upon 
cotton forwarded from Sandaken, grown at the 
Park reserve on account of gentlemen resident 
in Hongkong and Shanghai :—* This cotton 
resembles almost the American cotton. Splen- 
did in colour, clean, and long soft staple. Too 
good for Chinese hand work, but it will be 
well adapted for machine work, and the dealers 
value it at about twenty dollars a picul, net. 
I fear it will not sell here in large quantity, 
except for Shanghai and Japan. Too fine for 
hand machine, with which the Chinese generally 
carry on their spinning and weaving works. 
This cotton will spin higher Nos., 20’s., 24’s., 
and 28’s., which the Chinese cannot spin without 
the aid of foreign machinery, consequently this 
cotton will be in much less demand and the 
higher cost will prevent consumption on a larger 
scale, or perhaps stop it altogether. Chinese 
and Indian cottons are comparatively coarser 
and of shorter staple than this cotton, and they 
suit them well for their spinning and padding 
purposes.” 





LADY HALLE, 
A Lonpon telegram, dated May 17, appearing 
in the American papers, says :—At Marlborough 
House on Saturday, in the presence of a dis- 
tinguished company, the Prince of Wales, on 
behalf of the subscribers, presented to Lady 
Hallé a silver and ivory casket containing the 
deeds to a domain and chateau near Venice. 
The presentation was in commemoration of the 
jubilee of the violinist, who made her debut at 
Vienna in 1846 as Wilhelmina Neruda when 


only 6 years of age. As Mme. Norman-Neruda 
she was a favorite violinist in London for twenty 
years, and in 1888 she married Sir Charles 
Hallé, the distinguished pianist. The subscri- 
bers to the fund include the Prince and Princess 
of Wales, Princess Louise, the King and Queen 
of Denmark, and the King and Qaeen of Swe- 
den, the Duke and Duchess of York, Mr. 
Giadstone, Mr. Arthur J. Balfour, the Landgrave 
of Hesse, Baron Revelstoke, the Duke of Aber- 
corn, the Duke of Westminster, Cardinal 
Vaughan, the Archbishop of York, Sir Augustus 
Harris, Mme. Albani, Sir Henry Irving, Sir 
John Millais, the late Lord Leighton, Baron 
Rothschild, and Mr. Alma-Tadema. 


LI HUNG-CHANG AT MOSCOW. 


Six Epwin ARNOLD, writing to the Datly Zele- 
graph from Moscow on the 18th May says :-— 
Yesterday there were a few hours of compara- 
tively fair weather, of which the Chinese Am- 
bassador, Li Hung-chang, took advantage to 
arrivein Moscow. His reception was the feature 
of the day. A wealthy Russian tea merchant, 
named Perloff, induced Li to decline the ac- 
commodation provided by officials and to accept 
the hospitality of his house, which was decorated 
with utter disregard of expenditure and with 
splendid artistic effect. At the door M. Perloff 
and his family received the envoy and offered 
him the symbol of Russian hospitality—bread 
and salt—on a massive gold plate. In the 
courtyard the orchestra struck up some wild 
Chinese air and the Russian national anthem. 
Twenty-five boys attired in yellow and red 
strewed his path with fresh-cut dewy flowers, 
and thus he was escorted to his apartments, 
which are furnished in the most artistic Chinese 
style. 


THE PNEUMATIC TYRE. 


Dr. Dun top, of Dublin, invented the pneumatic 
tyre. No idea of the, bicycle influenced him. 
That machine was still many years from becom- 
ing fashionable. The Irish physician’s sole 
purpose was to make carriage riding comfort- 
able. The tyre was first introduced for cycling 
on the Oval track, Surrey, in 1887. Its un- 
gainly appearance provoked ridicule, but when 
every “bike” provided with it distanced the 
rest, a new estimate was formed of it. The 
doctor sold his patent to a company which he 
floated, and at a recent meeting of the Com- 
pany it transpired that the shareholders had 
already received £657,000 in dividends, and, 
under a new arrangement, would receive 
£,2,887,000 more. So the tyre has rolled up 
£ 3,544,000. 


KOBK SOSHI STORIES. 


Tue Kobe Chronicle gathers from the Pushin 
Nippo, that a certain soshi, who is believed to 
be connected with the Fryu party in Kobe, 
called upon Mr. T. W. Hellyer at his private 
residence and asked for money to pay his fare 
to Tokyo. The man assuined a threatening 
attitude and a policeman who was sent for and 
took him tothe police station. While the police 
were examining him, another member of the 
soshé fraternity was brought into the station ona 
similar charge. This man had called upon a 
Japanese merchant for a Joan, also for the 
purpose of paying his travelling expenses to 
Tokyo. 


NAVAL FUNRRAL. 


Tue remains of Lieut. B. E. Thurston, of the 
U.S.S. Detroi/, who died at the U.S. Naval 
Hospital, Yokohama, from typhoid fever, on the 
gth inst., were interred with fall Naval honours 
on Wednesday. 
Detroit furnished the firing party, and Admiral 
McNair and his staff, the U.S. Consul-Gene- 
ral, Mr. W. N. Mclvor, and Mr. McLean were 
among the mourners. The Chaplain of the 
Olympia, the Rev. J. B. Frazier, conducted 
the service. The deceased was only 33 years 
of age. 








MR. BALFOUR AND THE STREET ARAB. 

A Kose contemporary reprints the following in- 
teresting little story about Mr. Balfour from the 
Daily Courier:— One afternoon last August, 


go Ce: 
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during the short Session of Parliament which 
followed the General Election, I saw the Leader 
of the House of Commons walking through St. 
James's Park on his way to the Palace of West- 
minister. As he passed up Great George Street, 
he noticed a dirty, ragged urchin vainly striving 
to reach the ball beside the closed door of a 
private residence is that thoroughfare. With 
characteristic amiability he went to the assistance 
of the street arab, and pulled the bell. To his 
manifest astonishment the urchin at once ran 


off, screaming with delight, and Mr. Balfour had: 


to explain the situation as best he could to the 
irate footman who answered the bell.” 


BUDDHISTS IN YOKOHAMA. 


A Buppuist Lecture Meeting was held in the 
old Machigaisho, Yokoliama, on Sunday. The 
proceedings’ commenced at twelve o'clock 
(noen) and more than 800 persons were then 
in attendance, among them being some English 
gentlemen. Six lecturers delivered addresses, 
three being of the priesthood, the others 
laymen. Dr. Inouye Yenryo, a graduate of 
an Oxford College, delivered a short address 
on the subject of Buddhism in its relation to 
Philosophy. His speech was very erudite and 
evoked considerable applause. 





HAKODATS® SHOOTING AFFAIR. 

' Scorrt, the seal hunter belonging tothe Ame- 
rican schooner Zoutsa D., who was arrested at 
Hakodate for shooting a Japanese, was handed 
over to the U.S. Consulate-General on Thurs- 
day. The man alleges that he was robbed of 
40 yen in a drinking-shop, and a disturbance 
arose. Whien leaving the ptace he was pursued 
by some Japanese with knives. He tried to drive 
them away by firing a revolver over their heads, 
and one of the crowd was struck in the side. 
Mr. Scidmore will prosecute the man at his trial. 


_— 


H.M.S. ‘' BDGAR” ‘‘ GREYHOUND 
TAINMENT. 

Tue best thanks of the community are due to 
the “‘ Greyhound ” Minstrel Troupe of H.M.S. 
Adgar for their generous gift of $324.45, the 
result of their most successful performance 
given in the Public Hall on June 3, which has 
been handed tothe Rev, E. Champneys Irwine, 
for equal division between the Ladies’ BeneVo- 
lent Association and the Yokohama Charity 
Organization. 





ENTER- 


THE KITSON V. PLAYFAIR APPBAL. 

Tue appeal of Dr. Playfair against the judg: 
ment and verdict of Mr. Justice Hawkins and a 
special jury in the libel action Kitson v. Playfair 
has been withdrawn. The jury, it will be re- 
membered returned a verdict against Dr. Play- 
fair with £12,900 damages. The terms arranged 
were not mentioned in Court when the case was 
called, but it is understood that £8,000 was the 
basis of the settlement. 


THB AUSTRALIAN CRICKETERS. 
SUCCESS seems to be attending the tour of the 
Australian Eleven in England this summer, 
The telegraph has informed us of several of their 
victories over leading counties. The three 
“test matches” between All England and the 
Australians have been arranged as follows :— 
June 22, 23, and 24, at Lord’s; July 16, 17, 
and 18, at Manchester; August 10, t1, and 12, 
at the Oval. 


THE RED CROSS SOCIBTY. 


On the 8th inst., the galleries of the Kabu- 
kiza were filled by ladies of the Nobility. The 
proceeds of the entertainment were devoted to 
the funds of the Red Cross Society. On the 
same day T.I.H. Prince and Princess Komatsu 
were present, and were afterwards entertained 
by Danjuro in his private rooms. 





HONGKONG MAGISTRACY. 
Mr. J. J. Francis, Q.C., has a poor opinion of 
the Hongkong Magistracy. In the course of 
his argument in an appeal case, by way of asking 
for the rehearing of a charge decided by the 
Magistrate, he said :—Here is a Police Court 
possessing a greater jurisdiction than any Ses- 
sions Court in England and nobody there knows 


anything about the law or the administration of 
the law—neither the Magistrate nor his assistants, 
It is the cursus curia@ up there to do as they 
like. In conclusion, Mr. Francis said the Magis- 
trate evidently considered that, apart from the 
evidence, it (the case in question) was a case 
which came under the section of an Ordinance, 
and he was disgusted because he could not get 
the evidence to fit—The Judges quashed the 
Magistrate’s decision. 


NOTICE TO MARINERS. 

Tue following Notice, No. 301, of the China 
Sea, for the Yangtze River—Kiukiang District 
—North-east Crossing Beacon Light: Christmas 
Istand Beacon Light—has been issued over the 
signature of Mr. A. M. Bisbee, Coast Inspector. 
Notice is hereby given that the North-east Cross- 
ing Beacon Light has been shifted 214 yards 
N. 70° E., and the Christmas Island Beacon 
Light 174 yards N. 1° W., from their last posi- 
tions, in consequence of the washing away of 
the river bank. 


PIRACY IN THE CHINA SBA. 
A LARGE number of leading Chinese merchants, 
having business at Foochow, says the China 
Gasefle, have requisitioned the authorities fora 
gunboat to be stationed on the Foochow- Formosa 
route, which is infested with pirates. Over 
thirty trading vessels have been plundered and 
their crews murdered and maltreated. The 
trouble has assumed a serious aspect and its 
immediate suppression is absolutely necessary. 


RIDING ACCIDENT. 
Mr. Yanacipa, Sergeant of Gendarmes, Yoko- 
hama, while patrolling the rounds on Thursday 
was thrown from his horse near Toyokuni-bashi, 
the animal being frightened by the barking of 
some dogs. The horse bolted in the direction 
of Hinodecho, Ota, knocked down three pedes- 
trians, hurting one on the head and foot. It 
then made its way back to the stables at the 
Gendarmerie barracks. 


THE LATK COLONEL COCKERILL. 
Tue remains of the late Colonel John A. Cocke- 
rill, who died of apoplexy at Cairo, on April 
10th, were taken to New York, and on the 18th 
May, funeral services were held there, the cere- 
mony of ‘amaranth and ivy ” pertaining to the 
Ancient Order of Elks being performed. The 
body was then sent to St. Louis to be interred. 


THE DUBLLO IN GERMANY. 
A Bertin telegram to the London Standard, 
says a military court has sentenced Count von 
Kotze to two years’ imprisonment in a fortress 
asa punishment for his duel with Baron von 
Schrader, that resulted in the death of the latter. 


H.M.S. ‘CENTURION. 
Tue fixing of bilge keels on H.M.S. Centurion 
has improved her speed. Ina recent run up 
to Japan she did 18.325 knots per hour, with 
natural draught, for four hours. This beats her 
17.6 knots that she made when first commis- 
sioned. 


SAFE ROBBsRY. 
Tue police are still engaged in searching for 
the thief, or thieves, who broke into Messrs. 
Dodwell, Carlill & Co.’s Offices on Sunday 
night and abstracted $1.036.80 from a drawer 
of the safe. . 


RBV. J. B. PORTER'S ACCIDENT. 
Tue Kobe Chronicle announces that the Rev. 
J. B. Porter, who some two months ago rode 
his bicycle over a cliff at Tsuruga, falling a dis- 
tance of 350 feet, has nearly recovered, with the 
exception of the injury to his right wrist. 


EMBEZZLEMENT AT HONGKONG. 
Mr. F. Wacker, late manager of the Vacuum 
Oil Company at Hongkong has been sentenced 
to six months’ imprisonment with hard labour, 
for embezzling the sum of $2,572.76, the pro- 
perty of his former employers. 


THE “ADVERTISER'S A.B.C.” 
Tue voluminous work issued by T. B. Browne, 
Limited, the well-known advertising agents, 
entitled the ‘ Advertisers’ A.B.C.” is more 
complete than ever. Perhaps to the ordinary 
reader the most attractive portions of the book 
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will be the reproductions of the title pages and 
covers of hundreds of newspapers, journals and 
magazines from all parts of the world. ; 


ASIATIC SOCIBTY OF JAPAN. 


Mx. E. W. Crement, 43, Tsukiji, has been ap- 
pointed Libsesian—te the Asiatic Society of 
Japan vice Rev. W. J. White resigned. 


CABMEN’S HARVEST. 


On the 17th May at Moscow it cost £6 to hire 
a cab for the day: on the 18th, owing (o the 
persistent heavy rain, the price had risen to £11. 
So writes Sir Edwin Arnold. 


7HE NIPPON YUSEN KAISHA. 
—_——_-—_—___—_——— 

At the extraordinary general meeting of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, held on the roth inst. 
in the Hall of the Y.M.C.A., Kanda, Tokyo, the 
project of increasing the capital of the company | 
from 8,800,000 yén to 22,000,000 yen was de- 
finitely adopted with the unanimous approval of 
the shareholders present. The document set- 
ting forth the reasons for such a sudden and 
large increase of capital was to this effect :— 

There are five services abroad that the com- 
pany contemplates undertaking ; one to. Europe, 
one to Australia, and three to the-two continents 
of America. To carry on all these services 
more than 30 steamers are necessary, on the con- 
struction ot which above 40 million yen must be 
expended. But it being by no means an easy 
affair to open all the services at the same time, 
the company intends for the present to ex- 
pand its existing European service to twice 
what itis now, and to open one service each to 
Australia and America. For the European 
service, six steamers, either owned by the 
Company or chartered by it, are now used, 
pending the construction of six special steamers 
combining great cargo-carrying capacity with 
good passenger accommodation. Experience 
has convinced the Company of the insufficiency 
of only one service a month, avd it is thoaght 
necessary to increase the service to one a fort- 
night. Hence six more steamers are required. 
The 12 steamers to be used on the line will be 
of 5,800 tons displacement, capable of attain- 
ing a speed of 14 knots. Sucha vessel costs, 
on the average, abont £80,000, which corres- 
ponds to 724,528 yen. Thus the whole twelve 
will cost 8,694,336 yer. ° 


The American service constituting a trunk roule 
between the Eastern and Western hemispheres 
by affecting a junction with various railways 
that cross the continent of North America, it be- 
comes necessary that on one of the contemplated 
routes at least, vessels specially fitted for carry- 
ing passengers must be used. They must fur- 
ther be so constructed, and have such speed, as 
to be capable of being converted into cruisers. 
At the outset, however, vessels combining cargo- 
carrying capacities with passenger accommoda- 
tion only are to be used. Hence three steamers. 
of 4,50C tons displacement, with a speed of 14 
knots an hour, must be built, and these, with three 
Other steamers already possessed by the Com- 
pany, undertake a regular service twice a month 
between America and Hongkong v/¢ Japan. 
Such a vessel costs about £62,000, or 562,509 
yen ; so that the outlay on account of three will 
be 1,684,527 yen. 

The object of the Australian service is to at- 
tract both passengers and cargo. Hence the 
vessels to placed on that line must be adapted 
to both purposes. They must be finer ships 
than the steamers already navigating between 
Chinaand Australia. Hence three new steamers 
of about 3,000 tons Capacity, with a speed of 
15 knots, will have to be constructed, and these, 
together with three others now possessed by the 
company, will undertake regular service twicea 
month between Australia and Japan. As one 
such vessel costs about £55,000, the total for 
the three will amount to 1,494,339 yen. 

The cost of the new steamers to be construct- 
ed for the above three services aggregates, 
11,873,202 yen, and a reserve fand of 1,326,798 
yen is to be set aside against emergencies. Thus 
the proposed increase of capital is explained. 
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POLITICAL TOPICS. 
——_—_— — &-—-_ ---- 

Itis stated that the Progiessive Party (Shimpo- 
fo) will put forward as candidate for the Pre- 
sidency of the House of Representatives either 
Mr. Ohigashi Gitetsu or Mr. Hatoyama Kazuo, 
probably. the former, and that the Liberals’ 
candidate will be Mr. Kono Hironaka. 

The Zasyo thinks that large as are the num- 
bers of the Progressive and Liberal Parties, and 
great as have been the efforts recently made by 
them to increase their influence, the key of the 
political situation remains always with the Na- 
tional Unionists. They chose the time badly, 
in our contemporary’s opinion, for tours through 
the provinces,-and the results were correspond: 
ingly disappointing. The unique aim of the 
Progressive Party should now be to secure the 
cdoperation of the National Unionists—we still 
quote from the Zaiyo. Many things have oc- 
curred to alienate the latter’s sympathies from 
the present Ministry, The entry of Count [ta- 
gaki into the Cabinet; the discontent of the 
Local Governors ; the coldness of the Yamagata 
and Satsuma politicians; the determination to 
dispose of the Imperial Household properties— 
all these matters have greatly influenced Vis- 
count Shinagawa’s feelings, and if the leaders ot 
the Progressive Party play their cards well they 
may succeed in securing an alliance that would 
make them masters of the situation. 


_ 


FINANCIAL TOPICS. 
—_—_—___—_@—_____——_- 

In a Special Budget passed by the Diet, pro- 
vision is made for an issue of five per-cent. con- 
solidated loan londs amounting to 4,015,000 yen. 
On the 22nd of May, the Minister of Finance 
announced the issue of two million yen worth of 
these bonds, at 102.10 yes per bond, the face 
value being 100 yen. Reference was made to 
the fact in these columns atthe time, and we 
also explained that the bonds were to be handed 
to the Fifteenth National Bank in part payment 
of debt contracted by the Governmt on the oc- 
casion of the Satsuma rebellion, It may be 
added that the total amount of consolidated 
bonds fixed by the Jaw sanctioning their original 
issue ig 175,000,000 yer and of that total 
the amount already issued now aggregates 
170,482,450 yen, so that there remains to be 
issued 4,517,550 yen. 


The two million yen worth of bonds thus 
issued have not been placed on the open market. 
They have been handed at once to the Bank of 
Japan, which delivers their equivalent in con- 
verlible notes to the Nobles’ Bank. ‘The latter, 
according to the Zaéyo, intends to distribute the 
money among its shareholders, and not to use 
it in regular banking business. ‘Thus the whole 
transaction will scarcely be felt in financial 
circles, though doubtless much of the money 
will find its way into the channels of industrial 
and railway enterprise. 


A vernacular contemporary has a paragraph 
on the subject of the amount of capital involved 
in enterprises projected or initiated from January 
1895, to the end of May, 1896, a period of 17 
months. The subject is somewhat hacknied, 
many estimates for various periods having been 
published of late. The figures, however, seem 
worth quoting, as they are tolerably compre- 
hensive :— 

Capital of Railways projected os 

ritiated veces dccccccescccccnesorsce 

Capital of Banks projected os inte 

PACED sirasieeideness cetadsevaners ov ies 

Capital of vations other Enter 

prises initiated wo. dace teasers +» 206,811,500 


Yen. 


378,980,290 
114,435,000 





Total 5), ccceseses ces seesseeee 700,226,790 


With reference to the Government’s debt to 
the Nobles’ Bank, the facts may be advantage- 
ously stated here, so as to Correct an error 
recently made in these clumns. The original 
debt was ten million yes, and the rate of in- 
terest 74 per cent. The scheme of conversion 
introduced by Count Matsukata being applic- 
able to all bonds that carried 6 per cent in- 
terest or upwards, the debt to the Nobles 


Google 


would have been converted long ago had no 
special considerations attached to it. 
view of the circumstances under which this 















But in 


accommodation was given to the State and of 
the understanding on which the money was 
lent, the Treasury refrained from paying off 
or converting the loan, procedure that cvoked 
more than one strong but ill-considered pro- 
test in the House of Representatives. Last 
year, however, a special agreement was made 
according to which the debt was to be dis- 
charged in five equal installments. The first 
of these was paid on the 14th of last Novem- 
ber; the second, with the two million yen 
worth of Consolidated Bonds issued, on the 
22nd ultimo; the third will be paid next No- 
vember, and the fourth and fifth in May and 
November respectively of 1897. 


It is stated that the shareholders of the 
Nobles Bank have decided to continue the 
concern on the expiration of the present charter. 
The capital will be ro million yen. The reserves 
now accumulated will be divided into three 
equal parts, two of which will be distributed to 
the shareholders, and one will be set aside as 
the reserve fund for the new bank. 





CURRENT TOPICS. 
=A s fie -?-- 

With the last creation of 29 new Pe e 
number of those either newly created or pro- 
moted to higher titles since last year aggregates 
80, as follow :—Marquises, 4; Counts, 5; Vis- 
counts, 7; Barons, 64. The above added to the 
Peers already existing, brings the total to 672 
which, compared with the 500 Peers borne on 
the roll on January rst, 1883, shows an incre- 
ment of 172 during thelast.ra years. It is be- 
lieved that iiiore will be created A census of 
the Peers taken at the end of 1886 and at pre- 
sent stands thus :— 


1886. At present. 
Py is BEB. cess taevenseveunns LE Vebsverecssnseeees 11 
Mar Quises viscccceeeeees BG cei cdvbaetercswans 34 
Coutts ear hteasaceries 96° 3. . 85 
VISCONEIM. sic as-acceedions Ce ee eee eT » 362 
Batons vcccceseees Sitases 5 aeinvs deusenvase .. 180 
Pobih cieviaccden isdxt RIO. sivesiasece sssee 672 


Camp fever is now raging violently in Kagawa, 
Tokushima, Chiba, and Tochiki Prefectures, 
with indications of spreading to other districts. 
Up to last Friday, the total number — of 
cases reported was over 2,400, distributed as 
follows :—Kagawa, cases 1,07t and deaths 75 ; 
Tokushima, cases 181; Chiba. cases 170; 
Tochigi, cases 57, deaths 2; Gumma, cases 
32; Shizuoka, cases 14. In Nagano, Okayama, 
Kyoto, Osaka, and Fukushima also there have 
been some seizures. 


The Hokkaido Colliery Railway Company is 
contemplating a very big scheme, namely, the 
augmentation of its capital from eight million 
to twenty-eight million yes, with the view of 
shipping its coal direct to America. The 
Navigation Bounty Law is the primary incen- 
tive to this new project. It is thought that the 
bounty promised by the Law to ships engaged 
in foreign service will make the contemplated 
enterprise profitable, even though the steamers 
get no cargo lo carry on their homeward voyage. 
The proposed increment is based on the fol- 
lowing estimate :— 





Purchase of 20 steamers of 5,000 tons Yen. 

GisplHCeteul ccsssececacesssace cacdsswecds . 12,000,000 
Doubling the existing calways through 

a lenpth of 210 miles... ees <saei eka 4,500,000 
Development of the scope of coal ex 

WEACHION, cccccestivesivciniasttcee tecsacuess +» 2,000,000 
Rolling stock and reserves .....cceesereee 500,000 

19,000,000 


A section of the shareholders of the Company 
wishes to limit the additional capital to 8 million. 
yen, of which 4,800,000 yer would go to pur- 
chase 8 steamers of 5,000 tons displacement ; 
2,000,090 yen, to developing the coal mines, 
and 14 million yes to improving the existing 
lines. The latest reports, however, go to show 
that the scheme is likely to be largely reduced 
in dimensions, the increase of capital not ex- 








ceeding 4 million yen, of which 2,200,000 yen 
would go to purchase steameis and the re- 
mainder to expand the mining operations, 


A serious incident is reported from Osaka. 
In the afternoon of the 4th inst., fire broke ont 
ina match factory situated in the suburbs of 
Osaka. Four mechanics were burned to death 
and eighteen were more or less seriously injured. 
One work-shop was destroyed and another had 
to be pulled down in order to prevent the 
fire from spreading to the neighbouring build- 
ings. The cause of the disaster is not vet 
precisely known, but from the nature of the 
business carried on in the factory, where 
quantities of explosives and combustibles were 
stored, slight carelessness would have sufficed 
to produce serious results. So quick was the 
spread of the fire that 20 girls at work in the 
upper storey of the building, had no time to 
effect a safe retreat. They received such in- 
juries that seven of them are not expected to 
survive. The factory was a large establishment. 
It employed 120 inale and 300 female hands. 


The raising of the President of the House of 
Representatives to the peerage is regarded 
with disfavour by certain Opposition papers, 
on the ground that Baron Kusumoto re- 
ceived no definite intimation of the Sove- 
reign’s gracious intention, and consequently 
had no time to consider whether he should 
accept the title, or, refusing it, retain his right 
to sit in the House of Representatives. When 
Count Itagaki was created a Peer, he repeated- 
ly refused to accept, but was overruled by the 
Court, and it is consequently believed that, in 
view of that precedent, any efforts made by the 
Baron to divest himself of a title disqualifying 
him to sit in the Lower House or to enjoy the 
franchise, would prove of no avail. The new 
President must be elected in the coming session, 
but the political parties are at a loss to find 
suitable candidates. It is said, however, that 
the Opposion will propose Mr. Shimada, Vice- 
President of the House, and Mr. Suzuki Shi- 
geto to succeed him. Asto the Liberals, the 
absence of their best candidate, Mr. Hoshi, 
will oblige them to propose Mr. Kouo Hironaka. 


Ata meeting of the Directors of the Toyo 
Kisen Kaisha (Oriental S.S. Company) held 
on the 3rd inst. it was resolved to increase the 
capital of the Company from 5 million yen to 
7% million yen and to establish a regular service 
connecting with the Tehuantepec Railway in 
Mexico, so that the steamers of the Company 
may obtain cargoes of American raw cotton at 
cheap rates. ‘The steamers will carry coal and 
rice to Mexico, where the former is not subject 
to any import duty, and the latter commands a 
very high price in the markets of the country. 


According to the report of the Cotton Spin- 
ners’ Union, issued last month, the number of 
mills in the Vaiontotals67, with 607,505 straight 
spindles, 86,404 slanting spindles, and an addi- 
tion of 453,136 spindles to be put in operation 
before long, an aggregate of 1,147,045. The 
number of looms in operation in various mills 
is as follows: Osaka Spinning Company, 579; 
Kanakin Spinning Company, 500; Tenma, 216; 
Kwansai, 100; Nippon, 500; Okayama, 200; 
Onagigawa, 400; Wakayama, 200; Miye, 400; 
in all, 3,095. Farther, the Osaka Yarn Factory 
has 1,884 spindles ; the Okayama, 336 spindles ; 
the Nippon, 11,960 spindles; the Miye, 700 
spindles; the Konagigawa, 100 spindles; the 
Amagasaki, 12,144 spindles ; the Temma, 600 
spindles ; the Meiji, 6,724 spindles; the Kama- 
gafuchi, 1,100 spindles; total 35,548 spindles. 


We read in the metropolitan papers that the 
Authorities are contemplating the erection of 
permanent buildings for the Imperial Diet ata 
cost of about 14 million yen. The present 
edifice were constructed hastily in 1891, at an 
expenditure of only 240,000 yen, and are al- 
ready in need of extensive repairs, 


The Nippon Economic Society, at the in- 
stance of Mr, Sakami, one of its members, has 
decided to prosecute inqniries into the subject 
of laying a submarine cable between Japan and 
the U.S.A., and has entrusted the matter to 
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Messrs. Tamaki and Asano, experts of the De- 
It is confident- 


partment of Communications, 
ly believed that should the investigations of the 
two experts result in their recommending the 


project as likely to prove profitable, Japanese 
capitalists will be ready to invest in the scheme. 








the war must have amounted to over 10 million 
yen. This sum Japan must hand over to Korea, 


of the War. The Mrppon, while publishing 
this note, observes that had Korea really suffered 
so much loss, she ought to have brought the 


the more so as that country, Japan’s ally during 
the war, is now suffering severely from the effects 


telegrams from Nagoya, was 1.49 hours, and 
that for 10 telegrams from Shimonoseki, was 
3.15 hours. Hence the ¥7/¢ justly urges the 
Authorities to hasten the time of transmission, 
so thal even a telegram from a distant place 
may arrive within about 40 minutes from the 
moment of despatch. ; 


These two gentlemen are to submit a report on 








the occasion of the regular monthly meeting to 


be held before long. 





matter forward while the peace negotiations were 
going on between Japan and China, and that 






As the rate of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha’s or- 





such a request advanced now after the matter 


dinary dividend was 10 per cent., while that for 

















the steamers requisitioned by the Government 
was Sper cent., the dividends received by share- 
holders possessing 1,000 shares and upwards 


A considerable number of Japanese mecha- 
nics and labourers are being engaged by the 
Viudivostock Authorities for the construction of 


had been passed over in silence at the proper 
time for speaking, must be ida aaa rejected. 
However, if the French Minister has put forward 









the Siberian Railway. Japanese coolies, to the} uch a claim on behalf of the Korean Go-| were as follow :— Yen. 
extent of 1,133, and slone-masons numbering vernment, it is doubtless because he and his} Keeper of the Imperial Purse.........0 145,350.00 
89, were shipped to Vladivostock last month] Russian colleague have had practical evidence | Mr. Iwasaki Yanosuke....sccceescees vere 95,125.50 
thoagh the medium of the Hiroshima Emigra-| of the possibility of intimidating the Japanese | Al". Mitsui Takayasy scsessseeeeseens 15.241 -50 
tion Company. Government. Thatis the Aéppon's story. It oe Noauie Mase maanaesneabnne teas pa tiene aeons 
\~ The $17 advises the Japanese Authorities|'S 4 tale worthy of that journal’s credulity and | nq,” Matsui DenpAClib) vendssecd eacsne as 7.515.00 
#’\to recall the Japanese troops stationed in Soul, | chauvinism. Me. Fukushima Namizo ....ccccccecsecees 6,273 00 
t holds that their presence only furnishes an} Messrs, Fuwa, Minobe, and Honda, officials ae ida atu beseeeen een seseeeees 5,850.00 
excellent pretext to Li Pém-chin for the con-| of the Department of Agriculture and Com-| Mr Qelvnna sechichi ccc, 85:00 
tinued stay of the King in the Russian Legation. | merce. have been ordered to proceed to Europe] at,_ [mayeam; ’ 
A battalion would serve no efficient purpose eee ine [ets Emaizumi Bunzo wees serene 4.500.00 
: Purpose J and America to inspect the industrical condition | Viscount Nabeshima...ccccccccoce seceeecse 4,500 00 
were Japan obliged to wage war in Korea with] of the two continents. They will be accom-| Mr. Murayama Gihei ..ccccscccccsee 4,500.00 


a foreign Power, and the large number of 


Japanese residents in Korea should be able to 
Considered from 
every point of view, therefore, it is advisable al 


look after their own safety. 


this juncture to recall the battalion. 


On the evening of the 7th inst. fire broke out 
ina work-shop of the Nippon Spinning and 


Weaving Company at Dojima, in Osaka, aud 
burned down a three-storey building. 


or less seriously wounded by falling débris. 


Two of them died the same evening ; the others 


are expected to survive. The building was in- 
sured with the Palatine Insurance Company of 
England, through its local agents, Messrs. Becker 


and Company, to the extent of 70,000 yen, but 


the damage is estimated at about 200,000 yen. 
Fortunately the boilers were saved. 


~~, 
. 
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relating to the contemplated opening of a 
regular service between Yokohama and Port- 
lang... The service is now performed by 
steamers belonging to Messrs. Samuel Samuel 
and Co., which Company, in special cOoperation 
with the Northern Pacific Railway Company, 
establishes regular communication with the 
Atlantic Coast. The same Railway Company and 
the people of Portland have been desirous for 
some years past of having a regular service 
opened by the Njppon Yusen Kwaisha, and the 
latter's scheme in connection with this line 
having matured, the directors have decided to 
despatched Mr. Iwanaga, a manager of the 
Company, to America on the rgith inst., to 
conclude a special contract with the Railway 
Company. 


: A strange story is published by the Wéppon. 
’ ‘\ It is that the Russian Minister, implored by the 
Korean Cabinet to devise some means by which 
the latter might successfully reject the demands 
of Japan for an indemnity on account of dam- 
ages lately incurred by Japanese residents in 
Korea, has induced the French Minister to offer 
a curious piece of advice to Japan. The advice 
is said to be.to the effect that Korea is entitled 
to a portion of the indemnity exacted from China 
by Japan, for the two countries were in league, 
offensively and defensively, against their com- 
mon foe, China; that the latter, when she pro- 
mised to pay Japan an indemnity of 200 million 
taels, must have meant not only to re-imburse 
the expenses incurred on account of the War, 
but also to indemnify the damages that China 
had inflicted upon her opponents generally. 
“Therefore Japan is bound to share the indemnity 
“with Korea, More than 6,000 houses in the 
; vicinity of Phyong-yang, for instance, were de- 
gs stroyed by the Chinese troops, and the damages 
that Korea suffered directly or indirectly from 
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The 
flames, originating in friction caused by the 
machinery, spread to some cotton more or less 
saturated with oil, and thence passed to the 
flooring. Of the 146 spinners at work, not one 
received any injury, but 6 fire-men were more 


The Nippon Yusen Kaisha has resolved to 
despatch one or two officers to America for the 
purpose of investigating and arranging matters 


is engaged in the Hadbufaye industry, and by 
another from the Nishijin factory. 


the Department to Viadiostock and China. 


the industry at the end of ApriLs— 


44,0905; total, 595.727: 
Number 
29; minimum, 21; average 26$. 


hours; minimum, 12; average, 22% hours. 


and 73 momme for a slanting spindle. 


Amount of pinned cotton consumed 
Diminution of cotton in process of manue 


facture 221,581 


Pee eeeseaeeaeenteeeoontassesenasessaseue 


Pounds. 
Amount of coal consumed 


pounds (foreign). 

Hosse-power of machinery in operation, 15,595 
horse-power, the average consumption of coal per 
horsepower being 3.498 pounds per hour. 

Number of male operatives per factory, minimum 
13, maximum, 1,087; total, 10,531. 

Number of female operatives per factory, of 
Minimum, 31, maximua, 3,732; total, 33,452. 

Wages ot inale operatives from 14.8 to 26 sen a 
day ; average, 19.01 sen. 

Wages of female operatives from 6.7 to 17 sen a 
day; average, 10.88 sen. 

Market price of yatns: one bale of No. 
yarus averages above 94 yen. 


The Michi Nichi Shimbun asserts with every 
show of confidence that Mr. Komura, Japanese 
Minister to Korea, and Mr. Hara, now Vice- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, will exchange posts, 
and that the change will be definitely arranged 
in a few days. 
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The same journal and the Fi can not agree 
as to the promptitude and efficiency of the 
Japanese postal and telegraphic service. The 
contention advanced by the 7/7 that the trans- 
mission of telegrams is unduly delayed is stoutly 
contradicted by the Michi Nicht, which asserts 
that, exceptin extraordinary cases, a telegram 
between Tokyo and Osaka requires only 34 or 
35 minutes in transmission, and that even be- 
tween two such distant places as. Nagasaki and 
Hakodate about 40 minutes suffice for trans- 
mission. The Fif: replies that the telegrams 
received by it do not bear out the assertion of 
the Michi Nichi, and then proceeds to give 
a long list, showing the messages for- 
warded to it since the beginning of the current 
month, with the hour of despatch and that of 
arrival. According to a catalogue of sixteen 
telegrams that reached the Fiji's office from 
Osaka between the rst and the 8th inst., the 
average difference of time between the hour of 
despatch and that of arrival was 2.07 hours; the 
average length of time for g telegrams between 
Kobe and Tokyo was 2.10 hours; that for 6 


gle 


panied by a business-man from Fukui, who 
A number 


of private experts will also to be despatched by 


From spinning statistics given in the Chuo, 
we extract some figures showing the state of 


Straight spindles, 551,632; slanting spindles, 


of work-days pee month, maximum, 





Number of wotckehours per day, maximum, 24 


Produce of yarn per spindle: average produce 
of yarn per day, 106 momme for a straight spindle, 


Kwamme. 


we 1,988,433 


25,242 


saeaie eens catanns 31,890,208 
At the average cost of 15.37 yen mer 10,000 





A SAD POTHER. 
—_—_—_—___— 


The Fapan Gasefte is ina sad pother. It 
imagined that it could pen brutal insults without 
being detected by their victims, and now that 
its vile slanders are shown up, it cries out that 
it has been diabolically misconstrued and that 
it retracts everything like an imputation. Such ‘ 
“squirming ” is very pitiable. But the funniest 
evidence of the Gaseffe's quandary is to be 
found in the following wail:—‘ The chief in- 
justice of which we have to complain is that the 
Mail selected a portion of an article and wil- 
fully suppressed all reference to the remaining 
rematks. The malice of this form of criticism 
is only equalled by its cowardice.” Having 
penned such a lamentation about the injustice, 
malice, and cowardice of its accuser, what does 
the unfortunate Gaseste do? It takes 13 lines 
out of 36 quoted by us from its original article, 
and on these 13 lines it bases its whole defence. 
Is it possible to be more ridiculously in- 
consistent? The Afail, the cowardly, malicious, 
unjust Mazi, selected a portion of an article and 
wilfully suppressed all the rest. Yet the Mail's 
selection extended to 36 lines—the whole sec- 
tion of the article referring to Japanese women— 
and the fapan Gazette confines its defence to 
13 of those very lines, while, at the same time, 
complaining that the Marl ‘‘ wilfully suppressed” 
portions that would have justified the article. 
There is nothing to be said about such a method 
of controversy except that it climbs to the acme 
of falsehood. 


JAPANESE IN VLADIVOSTOCK. 
—_—_—_@—____—_. 

The folloWing statements must be accepted 
with all reserve, in view of their source, the 
Fomturt Shimbun. The number of Japanese 
residing in Viadivostock, including those en- 
gaged for purposes of railway construction, is ¥ 
about six hundred, but only ane Japanese 
tradesman enjoys the privileges granted to Euro- 
peans and Americans generally. The person ; 
thus distinguished is Mr. Sugiura, who keeps a 
large store where miscellaneous articles are sold, 
and who, having earned public confidence, has 
succeeded in bringing Japanese productions 
into high favour. Recently, however, Russian 
Officials, apparently entertaining suspicions of 
Mr. Sugiura, caused his place to be entered and 
searched. Several documents were carried off, 
but as they were found to be of an entirely 
harmless character nothing more was done. In 
another firm a Japanese called Kibata, a gradu- 
ate of the Imperial University, was employed. 
The Authorities, seeing that this man’s mode 
of life was too luxurious in proportion to the 
emoluments he was known to be receiving, de- 
cided that his continued residence in Vladi- 
vostock would not be conducive to Russian 
interests and ordered him to depart, a mandate 
that, to his great inconvenience, he was obliged 
to obey. 
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THE CABINET AND BUSINESS MEN. 
——_——__ 

Marquis Ito’s relations with the business men 
of Japan never having been so intimate as their 
relations with Count Inouye or Count Matsu- 
kata, the temporary estrangement of the last- 
named statesman from the present ministry and 
the retired life that Count Inouye is leading, 
furnish to an Opposition journal grounds for 
inferring that the Cabinet has a weak spot. The 
term “business meu” (Félsugyo-ka) is some- 
what vague. It came into use during the poli- 
tical crisis that followed the dissolution of the 
Diet in its second session. A number of the 
leading merchants, bankers, and manufacturers 
of Tokyo and Osaka, perceiving that all com- 
mercial and industrial progress must be check- 
ed if the destructive tactics of the Opposition 
were pursued without interruption, held meet- 
ingsand formeda species of league, the proximate 
object of which was to secure that the business 
interests of the country should be properly re- 
presented in the Diet. Since that time the 
‘‘business-men’’ have possessed a more or less 
organized existence, and have been recognised 
as an influential factor in the political situation. 
Some of the principal among them—as Mr. 
Shibusawa, Mr. Masuda, Mr. Sonoda, &c.—are 
warm-personal friends of Count Inouye, who, 
moreover, whether he presided at the Foreign 
Office, or in the Department of Home Affairs, 
or in that of Agriculture and Commerce, made 
it a habit to invite the business men and consult 
with them whenever any matter affecting their 
interests came up for official consideration. 
Count Matsukata, during the long period— 
commencing in 1881—of his tenure of office as 
Minister of State for Finance, paid conspicuous 
attention, and lost no opportunity of referring, 
to the views of the business men, whose interests 
were, of course, largely concerned in the opera- 
tions preliminary to the resumption of specie 
payments in 1885, and to the gradual diversion 
of capital from Government securities into the 
routes of commerce and industry. Marquis 
Ito, on the other hand, has had no direct 
relations or contact with the Fs/sugyo-ka, 
and itis in that circumstance that the enemies 
of the Cabinet profess to find a point of weak- 
ness. They say that want of confidence in the 
Ministry’s financial and commercial policy has 
impaired the development of business in Osaka, 
which may be called the business centre of 
Japan, and that many enterprises projected or 
inaugurated immediately after the war, have 
since been abandoned. Hence the Cabinet is 
taki:-g steps to place its relations with the busi- 
ness men on a more intimate footing. All this 
is vague enough to be published without any 
fear of contradiction, We attach little import- 
ance to it, but some of the points have interest. 
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RETURN OF MR. KOMURA. 
—_————_—__»—___—__ 


Mr. Komura, Japanese Represeutative in 
Sdul, returned to Tokyo on the gth instant. 
While in Kobe he explained that his return was 
due to a desire on his own part to lay some 
facts before the Government ; that he had asked 
for permission to do so, and that he had at 
length obtained leave. What the facts were, 
he was of course unable to state publicly. As 
to the rumour that he was to be transferred to 
St. Petersburg, he characterized it as entirely 
baseless, and added that he had heard nothing 
of Baron Nishi’s reported resignation. 








ARMY REFORM. 


we sg es 


An Imperial Ordinance just published re- 
scinds the Regulations enacted in 1890 relating 
to the fixed establishment of officers, non- 
commissioned officers, rank and file, and horses 
of the Army. These Regulations being incom 
patible with the scheme of military development 
sanctioned by the Diet last session, must of 
course become null and void. It would have 
been a natural step to introduce a Bill last ses- 
sion providing for their abolition, 











THE DEADLY PARALLEL. 
———»——__——_- 
Japan Gasette, June and. Japan Gasette, June 8th. 


It does not help matters} We can assure the Yoro- 
for the Yorodsu to charge|dsu that we never for an 
the foreigners with having a| instant intended to cast the 
false idea of Japanese moral-| slightest aspersion on the 
ity. It asserts that fo-| morals of Japanese women, 
reigners form the whole of 
their ideas on women from 
those of the establishment 
over the water and those to 
be met in grogshops, and 
hints that outside the Ireaty 
Port immorality is rare. 
The electric lights of Kana- 
gawa are not the only 
advertisements that in Japan 
prostitution is an honoyred 
alling, In most of the 
Srovincial towns, tbe largest 
nd most. attractive ~buiid- 


which the Afail displayed in 
converting an_ inoffensive 
statement of fact into a 
shameful accusation, can 
only be ascribed to intense 
chagrin at our success act- 
ing upon a morbid or dis- 
eased imagination. 


he brothel-keepers rule the 
city. ‘hese things are not 
the result of the advent of 
the foreigner. They are the 
outward and visible sign of 
an inward and ineradicable 
divergence of character 
between the people of the 
East and the nations of the 
West. In the West the 
oldest profession is some- 
times :egarded with pity but 
always visited with social 
condemnation. Its members 
are objects of loating, and 
theirs is the one calling from 
which there is no social re- 
demption. It is otherwise in 
apan, where a woman ma 

acrifice her virtue and still 
etain her honour, and follow 
he profession of prostitute 
ithout forfeiting the re- 
pect of her friends, and, if 
pportunity offers, after- 
ards become a wife without 
iscredit to her self or de- 
radation to her husband, 


‘gulf that is fixed between 


papanese and Europeans is 
ut another section of that 
the 


inexhaustible theme, 


‘eternal feminine, 





ee eee 


THE IRON FOUNDRY. 
$$ &-——_—_——_. 


A representative of the Maingché recently call- 
ed on Mr. Yamanouchi, Chief of the Iron Foun. 
dry, and asked various questions having relation 
to the Foundry. Mr. Yamanouchi told his in- 
terviewer that the site of the Foundry was still 
undetermined, pending the arrival of a foreign 
expert. The Budget appropriated 1,600 yen 
per year as salary for the toreign expert, but as 
this would not amount to much when converted 
into sterling, Mr. Yamanouchi feared that it 
would be found rather difficult to engage a really 
good man, even in Germany. The foundry 
would in all probability be reduced to choosing 
aman from among pensioned experts. In ad- 
dition to the expert, 12 foreign foremen would 
be engaged, and for some while Japanese would 
only be employed in the capacity of assistants. 
The Foundry is to be built and started within four 
years, and as the first few years would necessarily 
be spent in experimental work, some ten years 
must elapse ere it would be possible to expect any 
returnonthe capitalinvested. Though theexact 
site had yet to be chosen, it will either be in the 
north-eastern part of the main island, where iron 
ore is abundant, or else in Kyushiu near the 
colliery district. Kamaishi and Senninzan are 
al present the most noted iron beds in Japan, 
the former yielding 16,000 tons per annum. 
Bricks and coke used in the puddling of iron 
are made at Shinagawa, but are not so good as 
those imported from Germany. Coke, indeed, 
can be made in Japan, but itis very expensive. 
Mr. Oshima Michitaro, formerly chief expert at 
the Ikuno Silver Mine, has been appointed 
Chief Expert of the Iron Foundry. 
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Marquis Saionji was received in audience at 
9.30 a.m. on the roth inst. Count Mutsu, ex- 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, was received by the 
Emperor at 11 o'clock on the 1oth inst. He 
remained conversing with His Majesty for half 
an hour. 
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and the diabolical ingenuity 


POSTAL DEVELOPMENT. 
——- —~- + —_—_——— 

There has been, says the PForosu Choho, a 
remarkable development of postal business since 
the conclusion of the war with China. Until 
the year before last, the number of postal 
cards and stamped letters purchased by the 
people did not average more than a hundred 
and seventy or cighty million per year: the 
figure of two bundred millions was never reach- 
ed. But from 1894 a great increase has taken 
place. Last year the post cards and stamps 
marked in various post offices aggregated three 
hundred million, and at present the daily rate is 
about one million two hundred thousand, or 
even one million four hundred thousand on 
special days. The post cards are printed at the 
Insatsu-Kyoku (Government Printing Bureau), 
and thence forwarded to the Department of 
Communications, and if there is the slightest 
hitch in the process, great inconvenience re- 
sults. From the same Bureau were issued 
also the pass-books for the Post Office Savings 
Banks. For many years the numbers required 
of these remained at an average of from four 
hundred thousand to six hundred thousand an- 
nually, but last year the figure rose to eight 
hundred thousand. As for postage stamps, the 
daily total now printed off, irrespective of de- 
nominations, is about six hundred thousand. 




















































RAILWAY CONCESSION IN EGYPT. 
_— 

Friends in Japan of Mr. J. Grant Birch and 
Mr. Cripps Matheson may be interested to hear 
that these gentlemen have been to the front 
with the Dongola expedition. The ‘“ enter- 
prising representatives” of Messrs. Jno. Birch 
& Co., Lim., as Zhe Times calls these genile- 
men, have taken a contract from the military 
authorities for the military railway and plant 
for the extension to Dongola—some £75,000. 
—and it is believed that Mr. Birch is to get 
orders to the extent of a quarter of a million 
sterling more from the same quarter. The 
English Government have also granted Messrs. 
Birch the exclusive right, in two provinces of 
lower Egypt, to put down about 4co miles of 
railway. . 

Englishmen may be allowed to feel proud 
of the work their country has done in Egypt. 
Railways will help to develop the country. 
Indeed, from its natural characteristics, Egypt 
may be said to have been made for railways. 
But more must be done. The time has come 
when the tyranny that prevails in the Soudan 
must be put down. It is satisfactory to feel, 
at this crisis, that in the English officials, from 
Lord Cromer downwards, the work is in the 
hands of men of capacity, energy, and high 
probity. 








FOREIGN PROFESSORS IN 7HE 
NEW KYOTO UNIVERSITY. 


—-— > 

Is the Féyu we find a paragraph on the sub- 
ject of foreign professors for the new Imperial 
University in Kyoto, How much reliance may 
be placed on our contemporary’s information 
we can not tell, but on the whole it may be 
assumed that the tendency of the Japanese 
Authorities will be to dispense with foreign aid 
as much as possible. At present, we read, the 
only foreign teachers contemplated are profes- 
sors of applied chemistry and of mining and 
metallurgy. 








ECHIGO. 
i _—_—— 

We alluded, in a.recent issue, to a.strong re- 
vival in the kerosene industry in Echigo pro- 
vince, and we now find a note on the subject in a 
vernacular contemporary. It appears that the 
Meiyei Kerosene Company distributed to its 
shareholders a dividend. of 8 yen per share for 
the half-year ended in March. The sum paid 
up on each share is 10.40 yen, so that this divi- 
dend represents 153.8 per cent. annually. 
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SOCIAL INTERCOURSE BETWEEN |@"4 Japanese. There we do not agree 
FOREIGNERS AND $¥APANESE. with the Yorodsu. The cause, or causes, 


—-—— -—#—-—- seem to us to lie much deeper. We shall 

HE old and often discussed subject of | not attempt to state them here, our object 

social intercourse between foreigners|being only to refer, by way of emphatic 

and Japanese in Japan has been once more|disavowal, to a most brutal and gross re- 

brought on the ¢apis by the Yorodsu Choho.| joinder evoked from the Japan Gazette by 

In order that our readers may form for|the article in the Yorodex. The Gazette 
themselves an intelligent idea of the Tokyo| writes thus :-— 

journal’s views, we «uote the gist of the 

article :— 

But it is not alone in the world of letters that 
we find our country and ourselves ersoneously de- 
picted. Stike the average of opinions prevalent 
among foreigners in the treaty-ports, and what 
shall we find? Why, the theory that the Japanese 
are in no wise commensurate with foreigners and 
move allogether on a lower grade of civilization. 
Our simple homes and unomate dwellings are 
taken as evidences of undeveloped taste; our wo- 
men are granted pretty on the whole, but there 
is always that damnable arriére pensée of immor- 
ality, in consequence of which so much harm is 
done on both sides; our merchants, with very 
few exceptions, are looked down upon, while our 
commercial credit is about as low as it can be. 
We ask:—Does the fault lie wholly with us? 
Take a case in point. No self respecting Japan. 
ese will patronize any hotel in the interior which 
is known to cater for foreign guests. And this 
simply because, from a Japanese standpoint, the 
place and its inmates have been irretrievably 
spoiled. The maid-servants are loud, coarse, and 
flagrantly immoral; the refinement of courtesy and 
simplicity of manners are gone. And moreover, 
should there be foreigners present, we are quite 
sure to be treated de haut en bas, like some sts ange 
animal of whose good-nature one is not quite 
certain and therefore needs propitialing—yet is 
only an animal after all. Among the merchants 
of Yokohama, do we find any cordial reciprocity ? 
Dinners of state are occasionally given on one side 
or the other; yetthereisnoreal friendship between 
the representatives of East and West, no sympathy. 
In a measure we believe that our merchants have 
themselves to blame. Unable to communicate 
with foreigners in any better medium that ' pidjin- 
English,” themselves distrustful and ever mindful 
of the main chance, itis not surprising that they 
should fail to win esteem or confidence. With all 
this, it is undeniable that Japan is gradually win- 
ning agreater prestige in foreign lands: not merely 
by season of her victory over China, but by dint 
of commercial integrity and sound common seuse. 
Moreover, it is patent that our direct trade with 
the Occident is yeatly on the increase, and that 
the position of the foreign middleman is now more 
jeopardized than ever. We do not wish to be 
understood, in saying this, that we think the fo- 
reign middleman either unwelcome or unnecessary. 
He has done too much for the tradal development 
of Japan to deserve aught but our thanks, But 
we do mean that foreigners, merchants especially, 
who have little or no chance lo see Japanese society 
at its best, and whuse ideas of Japanese sociz 
morality ave mainly derived from the electric lights 
of Kanagawa, the panders of the English Aatoba 
and the grogshops of Honmura—that these fo- 
teigners are content to give a sweeping Judgment 
on things Japanese in general without ever having 
learned to know the teal Japan and the real 
Japanese. We regret, and most deeply, that, at 
the first view, Japanese morality is of the lowest. 
And this simply because the worst side is mast 
apparent to the treaty-ports. Not a whit worse 
than Hamburg ot New York: indeed wot neatly 
so bad! Yet not having the sows of eminently ree 
spectable, many-storeyed houses, the broad, bustl- 
ing thoroughfares of these two cities to act as a 
background, the objectionable features are esrone- 
ously thought to be true of all. Ex uno disce omnes 
would appear to be the rule on which foreigners go 
to work to form their opinions of us Japanese. We 
may, on the other hand, potnt with just pride to 
our Constitution, our Schools, our Army and Navy, 
our Hospitals, our Banks, our Chritable Tnstitue 
tions. Yet until foreigners tun into the wall, 
they generally seem oblivious of or callous to its 
existence, 


There is nothing that we can see to find 
fault with in the above. In our opinion it 
is somewhat beside the mark, but its truth 
can not be denied. Indeed, the same thing 
has been said over and over again, though 
it has not been assigned as a cause for the|i 
social estrangement between foreigners 
























































It does not help matters for the YVorodsu to 
charge the foreigners with having a false idea of 
Japanese morality. It asserts that foreigners 
form the whole of their ideas on women from those 
of the establishment over the water and those to 
be met in grogshops, and hints that outside the 
Treaty Ports immorality is sate, The electric 
lights of Kanagawa are not the only advertise. 
ments that in Japan prostitution is an honoured 
calling. In most of the provincial towns, the 
largest and most attractive buildings are houses 
of ill-fame, and itis said of Kyoto that the bro- 
thelekeepers rule the city, These things are not 
the result of the advent of the foreigner, They 
are the outward and visible sign of an inward 
and inevadicable diverpence of character between 
the people of the East and the nations of the 
West. Inthe West the oldest profession ts some- 
times regarded with pity but always visited with 
social condemnation. Tis members ace objects 
of loathing, and theiss is the one calling from 
which there is no social redemption, [tis other 
wise in Japan, where a woman may sacrifice her 
virtne and still retain her honour, and follow the 
profession of prostitute without forfeiting the tes- 
pect of her friends, and, if opportunity offers, 
afterwatds become a wife without discredit to her- 
self or degradation to her husband, Iu other 
words, the great gulf that is fixed between Japan- 
ese and Europeans is but another section of that 
inexhaustible theme, the eternal feminine. 


That is without exception the most in- 
sulting paragraph ever penned, so far as 
we know, about the Japanese. It distinct- 
ly declares that the immorality of Japan- 
ese women is the chief barrier to social 
intercourse between foreigners and Japan- 
ese. There can be no mistake about the 
meaning of the F¥apan Gazette’s writing. 
It alleges that the attractive externals of 
houses of ill-fame, and the rumoured— 
most falsely rumoured —influence of 
brothel-keepers in Kyoto are ‘‘ outward 
and visible signs of an inward and ine- 
radicable divergence of character between 
the people of the East and the nations 
of the West,” and that “the eternal 
feminine” is the principal reason of “the 
reat gulf that is fixed between Japanese 
nd Europeans.” In short, the Yokohama 
journal’s contention is that European 
nd American ladies and gentlemen 
can not mingle in frge and friendly 
social intercourse with Japanese ladies 
and gentlemen, because the immorality of 
Japanese women—that is to say, of Japa- 
nese ladies, for remember that the question 
is of social intercourse—the immorality of 
Japanese ladies constitutes “an inward and 
ineradicable divergence of character’’ be- 
tween the twopeoples. It would scarcely 
e possible to formulate a more unjustifi- 
able and villainous slander. TheJapanese 
dy is as chaste, as faithful, and as scrupu- 
Ipusly decorous in her conduct and con- 
ersation as any lady in any part of the 
orld. Her standard of virtue is as high 
that of any lady in any part of the 
rid. Her bearing towards the other sex 
every relation of life is as faultlessly 
rrect as that of any lady in any part of 
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the world. To say that she is morally dis- 
qualified for European or American society 
is a calumny that the editor of the Fapan 
Gazette would not dare to utter in the 
presence of a Japanese gentleman. Pos- 
sibly an attempt may be made by that 
most giddy journal to evade the respon- 
sibility of its vile libel by pretending that 
reference is intended, not so much to the 
ladies of Japan, as to the gentlemen. We 
may be invited to believe that the gentle- 
men of Japan are so tainted with immo- 
rality as to be incapable of perceiving, and 
careless of preventing, the laches of Japa- 
nese women, and that they are conse- 
quently unfit to mix socially with the ladies 
and gentlemen of Europe or America. If 
the Gasette desires to take refuge in that 
subterfuge, it may do so. Its position will 
be equally irrational. The only thing 
that we desire to impress upon the Japan- 
ese is the absolute singularity of writing 
such as we have quoted. No one will 
endorse it. Comtempt and ridicule must 
be the sentiments universally inspired 
by it, among foreigners. If difficulties 
lie in the path to close social inter- 
course between Westerners and Japa- 
nese, their origin is not to be sought in 
any belief on the former’s part that the 
latter are morally unfit for such inter- 
course. No writer has ever traduced the 
Japanese so foully as the editor of the 
Fapan Gasette, and we should be sorry to 
think that his latest and rudest insult t3 
the ladies of Japan could be mistaken for 
a faithful rendering of general foreign 
opinion. 





MR. GREENWOOD ON THE 

SITUATION. 

cee ee eee 
R. FREDERICK GREENWOOD, 
sometime editor of the St. Fames’s 
Gazette and a writer of much strength 
and grace, sometimes devotes his pen to 
Far Eastern subjects. Recently we had oc- 
casion to comment on one of his magazine 
articles, the burden of which—as indeed 
is the burden of all his writings—was that 
an alliance between England and Japan 
would be an ethnical solecism, an inter- 
national sacrilege, a palpable violation of 
all the principles underlying true pro- 
gress. In a word, so deeply rooted and 
all-pervading are Mr. GREENWOOD’S anti- 
Oriental prejudices that nothing good in 
his eyes can possibly come out of the 
East, and to render any assistance to an 
Eastern nation in its advance to greatness 
is to set back the hands on the dial of 
civilization. That kind of narrow-minded- 
ness has been common in all ages. Men 
ought to be accustomed to it by this time. 
Yet it shocks us when we encounter it at 
the end of the nineteenth century, and it 
necessarily prepares us to receive Mr. 
GREENWOOD’S observations on all inter- 
national topics with the utmost circum- 
spection. He has just written in the 
Pall Mall Budget about Russia, Japan, 
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and Korea. It is a characteristic article, 
but not altogether consistent, and it con- 
tains some assertions that surprise us by 
their temerity not less than by their base- 
lessness. According to Mr. GREENWOOD, 
correspondents of London journals writ- 
ing from Japan complain of “the sur- 
prisingly hard treatment which Japan has 
to endure at the hands of the Russian 
Government ;” “ warn England that if no 
European Power can contrive to lessen 
the unexpected affliction, Japan will be 
obliged to make a friend of her gigantic 
enemy,’ and make a humiliating confes- 
sion of error on Japan’s part. The cor- 
respondence from which these deductions 
are drawn is plainly indicated. It lies 
before us at the present moment, but the 
most careful scrutiny fails to detect any 
‘complaint of the surprisingly hard treat- 
ment that Japan has to endure at the 


hands of the Russian Government.” That 


treatment exists in Mr. GREENWOOD’S 
imagination only. Russia is playing for 
her own hand in Korea. Up the present, 
she has taken a moderate and by no 
means aggressive share in the game. ,She 
wishes to preserve the peninsula from 
falling into the possession of a strong 
foreign Power, and she is endeavour- 
ing to compass her object without 
involving herself in any contingencies 
for which she is not immediately pre- 
pared. What her ultimate intentions 
may be is another question—a ques- 
tion that may be kept quite distinct 
from her treatment of Japan in the im- 
mediate past. The fact is that Mr. GREEN- 
WOOD proceeds upon the assumption of a 
purely aggressive policy on the part of 
both Russia and Japan. ‘‘ When Japan 
declared war against China,” he writes, 
“the unavoidable question was whether 
the Japanese Government really imagined 
that they would be allowed to keep the 
country if they took it. * * ¥* They 
afterwards went to work in Korea as if 
there could be no interference with their 
mastership, and with an evident intention 
to absorb the country as soon as possible.” 
Mr. GREENWOOD’S perplexity is very great. 
He finds it inconceivable that ‘‘ the astute 
Japanese ” failed to apprehend the hope- 
lessness of being suffered to set up their 
own authority in Korea, and he conse- 
quently infers that, ‘‘in the absence of a 
secret arrangement with Russia,” the Ja- 
panese, when they undertook the war, 
“were rushing pell-mell, horse, foot, and 
artillery into a most miscalculated adven- 
ture.” This difficulty may be at once re- 
solved by removing the false assumption 
forming its basis, the assumption that 
Japan wanted to annex Korea. There 
has been nothing to show that she ever 
entertained such an idea. She-had no 
need of a secret understanding with Rus- 
sia, because her genuine purpose being to 
secure the independence of Korea, there 
should have been no apprehension of Rus- 
sian interference. She did not rush pell- 






mell into a miscalculated adventure, for 
her calculations were founded on the sin- 
cerity of her own intentions, a matter of 
absolute certainty to herself. It was her 
right to expect some _ confidence from 
other nations, but probably she over- 
estimated the practical value of that right 
when she sought to annex the northern 
littoral of the Yellow Sea and the Liaotung 
Peninsula. Suspicions, not unwarranted, 
were then created, and there followed the 
interference of three European Powers, 
who alleged that, with Japan seated on the 
Yalu and in the Peninsula of the Regent’s 
Sword, the independence of Korea would 
be illusory. No thinking man can imagine 
that in the face of such action on the part 
of Russia, France, and Germany, Japan 
afterwards pursued deliberately aggres- 
sive designs in Korea. That is the 
second of Mr. GREENWOOQD’S fatal mis- 
conceptions. Japan’s efforts in Korea 
during the past twelve months have 
been directed solely to introducing such 
administrative reforms and inaugurating 
such material developments as should, tn 
her opinion, render the little Kingdom cap- 
able of standing alone. She might have 
seen that, from the moment when the con- 
trol of all these affairs was transferred to 
Europe by the Triple Alliance, her task 
in Korea became hopeless without a Euro. 
pean mandate. If her foresight in that 
respect was insufficient, it must have been 
because, trusting firmly in the integrity of 
her own plans, she imagined that their 
pursuit could be divested of all suspicious 
appearances. But she did not succeed in 
controlling heragents. Viscount MIURA’S 
escapade certainly justified some doubt of 
her intentions, and she has suffered in full 
proportion. Russia thenceforth began to 
emphasise her presence in the peninsula. 
Japan could scarcely complain of that. 
Nor has she complained, so far as we 
know. Mr. FREDERICK GREENWOOD’S 
assertion that ‘‘the Japanese feel very 
bitterly their treatment by Russia,” is a 
statement unsupported by any evidence. 
If Japan expects the Great Northern 
Power to believe her when she asserts 
that Korean independence is her prime 
object, then she must herself be prepar- 
ed to believe Russia’s assertion in the 
same sense, and Russia, France, and 
Germany explicitly referred their action 
last Spring to the desire of safeguard- 
ing that independence. The curious point 
is that Mr. FREDERICK GREENWOOD him- 
self entertains the very apprehensions 
evinced by the correspondence he so 
greatly misunderstands. The correspon- 
dent refers to a Russo-Japanese entente 
as a matter of considerable concern to 
Great Britain. Mr. GREENWOOD’S inter- 
prets it as an appeal made entirely in 
Japan’s interests, and then writes :— 


If we please, we can all undeistand what the 
position would be if a Russian-Japanese alli- 
ance were established. In the present scheme of 
things that would practically be a Russian-Freach- 
Japanese alliance, with Germany added at con- 
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‘not be tolerated in the West. 


veniences an alliance of adventure, be it under 
stood. And for theit purposes in those fat eastern 
seas, the European members of the confederation 
woud have command of all that it needed to give 
them perfect confidence against British objection 
ov attack; that isto say, partnership with a strong 
aud adept little waval Power “on the spot,” with 
the advantage of its splendid ports to run to for 
reluge, cepair, supply of every kind. It is when. 
we bring that picture into view that a Russo-Japa- 
nese alliance becomes propertly understood; and I 
do hope that it will cease to be thought incredible 
because il is so extremely disagreeable. There is 
no other reason, none, why we should tum away 
from it. [tis not merely credible, it is probable; 
and, no matte: how ugly it may be, it should re- 
ceive the consideration due to a matter of the 
grealest moment, 


Thus we have Mr. GREENWOOD himself in- 
sisting on the importance of the very con- 
tingency to which the correspondence he 
criticises called the attention of the British 
public. There is no question of a Japan- 
ese cry for aid. There is question simply 
of an event that might prove highly detri- 
mental to British interests. 


LADIES AT WRESTLING MATCHES 
IN $APAN. 


—_—_—__—____— 


D* CHRISTLIEB’S letter, published 
elsewhere in our columns, contains 
information notless astonishing than novel. 
The Rev. gentleman relates a case in which 
foreign and Japanese ladies, the guests of 
Prince MORI, were entertained with a per- 
formance of Japanese wrestling, lasting 
for about two hours, the wrestlers being 
dressed in their ‘professional scanty 
costume.” In the face of this statement, 
the accuracy of which we can not doubt, 
it is necessary to abandon our conten- 
tion that Japanese ladies never witness 
wresting matches. Of course a distinc- 
tion might be made between public wrest- 
ling matches, such as are held at the Ekoin, 
and matches at a private residence. But 
such a distinction would have no value 
whatever in connection with our original 
argument, namely, that these performances 
shock modesty, and that they ought to be 
avoided by foreign ladies for that reason, 
as well as for the reason that since Japan- 
ese ladies in their own country eschew 
them, any display of indifference to their 
indelicacy by European or American ladies 
would suggest false inferences. We must 
maintain, however, that during a residence 
of nearly 29 years in Japan, we have never 
once observed a Japanese lady at a public 


wrestling match, nor ever met a Japanese 


lady who admitted the propriety of at- 
tending such a performance. Of course, 
the main question is virtually independent 
of what Japanese ladies do or think. 
European and American ladies have their 
own standard of modesty and decency, 
and it will not be contended for a moment, 
we presume, that they should lower that 
standard because they find themselves in 
the presence of incentives todo so. The 
Japanese are not at all artificial people. 
The mere fact that a proceediug is natural, 
reconciles them to phases of it that could 
The custom 
of ages enables them to preserve moral 
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decency amid an environment frequently 
indecent. If their system be more whole- 
some than ours, there the matter ends. 
But we do not think that it is. At any 
rate the two systems can not be practised 
side by side. It is true that strange con- 
tradictions may be found in the ethics of 
the Occident. For example, the evening 
costume of a European or American lady 
appears inexcusably immodest in the eyes 
of a Japanese of the old school, because, 
in the nature of things, there is no reason 
for such a costume. At moments of 
violent physical exercise, or in seasons of 
great heat, or when bathing, plain com- 
mon-seuse recommends removal of the 
garments, and since the intention is ab- 
solutely free from immodesty, no Japanese 
attaches any immodest idea to the act. 
But the exposure of a décolletée \ady’s 
shoulders and bosom looks as though it 
were done deliberately for the purpose of 
displaying those parts of the body and 
of inviting attention to them. Hence 
it is indelicate, according to Japanese 
canons, which take note primarily of the 
intention ; and hence, also, many Japanese 
detect a flagrant cantradiction in the fact 
that, out of respect for a civilization sanc- 
tioning such exposures on the part of 
ladies, a toiling coolie should be compelled 
by the police to cover his shoulders. De- 
spite this perplexing phenomenon of 
décolleté frocks, however, the fact remains 
that European or American ladies’ attend- 
aace at performances where the wrestlers 
wear only a loin-cloth, is a procedure total- 
ly indelicate from an Occidental point of 
view. Does Dr. CHRISTLED defend it? 
We do not think so. Certainly if there be 
nothing indelicate or immodest in a 
foreign lady’s going to the Ekoin, then 
there ceases to be the smallest ground for 
condemning the habits of the Japanese 
boatman or coolie so severely and repeat- 
edly as Western critics have done. Truly, 
it seems quite unnecessary to elaborate 
the point. No English lady in England 
would dream of going to see her country- 
men wrestle in the nude state affected by 
Japanese wrestlers. Why, then, should 
she do it in Japan ? 








RAILWAYS IN $APAN. 


——_—_—___¢@-——_-____ 

R. GERARD LOWTHER, Secre- 

tary of the British Legation in Tokyo, 
hascompiledan exhaustive report on Japan- 
ese railways. Documents of this nature 
possess great value, their authors having 
exceptional access to sources of informa- 
tion, and being in aposition todevote ample 
time and research to the questions they 
treat. Mr. LOWTHER places before us a 
succint history of railway enterprise in 
Japan. 

With a total area of 147,655 square 
miles—equal the combined areas of Eng- 
land, Holland, and Belgium, approximately 
—only one-twelfth of which is under 
cultivation, Japan has a population of 


41,388,313, according to the latest census. 
On the basis of these figures it is general- 
ly stated—Mr. LOWTHER, in the document 
before us, repeats the statement—that the 
population of Japan is only 280 per square 
mile, whereas the population of England 
and Wales is over 500, and that of Bel- 
gium, the most thickly inhabited country 
in Europe, is about 550. But it must be 
obvious that any ratio between area and 
population is misleading unless the ratio 
of productive to unproductive lands be 
taken into account. If that be done, it 
appears that whereas the population of 
Belgium is 817 per square mile of cultivat- 
ed area, the population of Japan is 2,333. 
Hence it is plain that an altogether un- 
precedented field offers for profitable rail- 
way enterprise in the cultivated portions 
of Japan. 
between Belgium and Japan, we find that 
the producing area in the latter country 
being nearly three times as thickly in- 
habited as the producing area in the for- 
mer, and the areas themselves being, 
approximately, as 2to1 (17,7184 square 
miles in Japan and 7,6814 square miles in 
Belgium), Japan ought to have railways 
aggregating six times the mileage (2,810 
miles) of those in Belgium, that is to say, 
a total length of 16,860 miles. In point 
of fact, she has 2,118 miles open and 
1,072 miles under construction. Her first 
line, 18 miles long, between Yokohama 
and Kobe, was commenced in 1870 and 
finished in 1872. It was built with fo- 
reign capital and under the direction of 
foreign experts. Then followed the 
Kobe-Kyoto line, opened in 1877. These 
were State undertakings, and they would 
doubtless have been followed immediately 
by others had not the Satsuma revolt 
temporarily crippled the resources at the 
Government’scommand. In 1881, private 
enterprise entered the field of railway 
construction, and there are now 29 com- 
panies, all operating, or building, lines. 
At the outset, the work proved very 
expensive. The Tokyo-Yokohama line 
now stands at 160,000 yew per mile, and 
the Kobe-Otsu at 144,000 yen. But these 
figures include the establishment of exten- 
sive systems of work-shops and their fur- 
nishing—work-shops where all the rolling 
stock on the various lines can be repaired ; 
where 3,000 hands are employed, and 
where 120 passenger cars and 480 goods 
waggons can be built yearly. The average 
cost of subsequent roads was 72,000 yen 
per mile, and the estimated expenditure 
on lines now projected or in course of 
construction is 32,000 yen. If this last 
figure be not exceeded, Japan will have a 
record for cheapness. With regard to the 
sums hitherto spent on railways, the 
expenditure on State lines has been 
42,661,167 yen, and that on private lines, 
63,928,669 yen, a total of 106,589,836 yex. 
The aggregate net profit during the year 
(1894-5) up to which statistics are carried, 
Was 9,223,410 yen, being 8°6 per cent. of 
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If we continue the comparison | 


the capital. It is estimated that one-third 
of the cost of construction goes abroad to 
purchase bridge material, rails, rolling- 
stock, and so forth. In other words, 
Japan has paid to foreign countries about 
354 million yes on account of her rail- 
ways.. Of that sum the greater part 
has gone to England, not merely be- 
cause British manufacturers enjoy such a 
high reputation, but also because nearly 
all the experts employed in the construc- 
tion of the lines were British subjects. 
There were 200 of these experts at the 
outset: there are only 6 now. In con- 
nection with this remarkable diminution, 
Mr. LOWTHER offers to British manu- 
facturers some valuable advice, for which, 
as it should be read verbatim, we refer 
our readers to the report. 

Three facts with reference to railways in 
Japan are of special interest; the first is 
that the working expenses on all the lines 
average only 36°7 per cent. of the gross 
earnings: in this respect the advantage 
is slightly on the side of the private com- 
panies, which run their lines at an 
expenditure of 35.8 per cent. of the gross 
receipts, whereas the corresponding figure 
for the State lines is 37°6. The second 
fact is that the earnings from goods traffic 
in Japan is only 20 per cent. of the gross 
takings, whereas in England it is 52.8 per 
cent., and in India, 62°5. The third fact 
is that third class travelling in Japan 
costs only one-fourth of what it does in 
England. The figures are : 2 shillings per 
too miles in Japan, 7 shillings in Germany, 
and 8 shillings in England. 

The public is greatly indebted to Mr. 
LOWTHER for this excellent report. He 
has collected all the information likely to 
be useful, and has marshalled it in a clear 
and concise form. 


POSTAL RATES. 
ny 

The Fiji Shimpo, referring to our comments 
on its article advocating the introduction of 
cheaper postal rates for newspapers in Japan, 
complains that we have accused it of error. We 
did not doso. What we said was that there was 
some confusion about its figures, The cheapest 
rate of postage for a journal in England is one 
half-penny, irrespective of size. One half-penny 
is the equivalent of 1.8 sen approximately, at 
the present rate of exchange. But in Japan a 
newspaper, provided that it does not weigh 
more than 16 momme—in other words a news- 
paper consisting of 12 sheets of mino-gami— 
can be sent through the post for 5 rin, that is 
to say, about one-seventh of a penny; and a 
newspaper of 24 sheets can be sent forr sen, 
or a litthe more than a farthing. Hence the 
postage of journals in Japan can not be said 
to be much more costly than their postage in 
England. The one point of difference is that 
a half-penny stamp carries a journal of any 
weight in England, whereas in Japan it will 
only carried a journal weighing about 60 mom- 
me (half a pound), and consisting of some 38 
sheets. The 7:7; now points out, however, 
that the marked difference between the scales 
of living in England and Japan must be taken 
into account, and that if a newspaper of any 
weight can be posted in England for a half- 
penny, it ought to be carried in Japan for 5 rin. 
The #:/¢ advocates a most excellent reform, 
and nothing is farther from our intention than 
to oppose it. 
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MR. KOMUKA INTERVIEWED. 
———__—_»—__- —-— 

While on the way back to Tokyo, Mr. Ko- 
muta, Japanese Representative in Soul, was 
interviewed at different places by representa- 
lives of various journals issued in either Tokyo 
or Osaka. The following is taken from corre- 
spondence sent by the reporters to their respec- 
tive journals :— 


Concerning the recently circulated news that 
the Korean Government had forbidden the use 
of Japanese currency as legal tender, the Mini- 
ster observed that he had heard the intelli- 
gence after reaching Ninsen on his way back 
to Japan. The total amount of Japanese 
paper currency in circulation in Korea must 
exceed 3 million yen, and the notes circulated 
without any trouble, being readily exchangeable 
for silver coin. When, some years ago, the 
Korean Government coined its own silver 
pieces, it issued a notification thaf silver coins 
of other countries possessing the same value 
as those of Korea might be used as legal tender, 
and the result was that coins of various foreign 
countries went into circulation in Korea side by 
side with the coin of the realm. The veto now 
said to have been issued was directed not against 
the use of Japanese cojns alone, but against 
all foreign coins. However,as the amount of 
Japanese currency circulating in Korea far ex. 
ceeded that of all others taken together, the in- 
convenience attending the prohibition must fall 
chiefly upon Japanese merchants and upon 
Koreans transacting business with them. 

The total number of Japanese murdered by 
Korean mobs in recent riots had been 43, among 
whom 13 merchants and 18 telegraph employés 
were included. Negotiation has already been 
opened on the matter with the Korean Govern- 
ment, one of the conditions being the payment 
of an indemnity, With respect to the present 
inactivily of commerce between Japan and 
Korea, Mr. Komura observed that, in his opinion, 
it was due rather to the reaction inevitable after 
any unusual prosperity, than to other causes. 
Already two parties of 20 and 40 merchants had 
started for Kai-soOng and Phydng-yang, respec- 
tively, to resume the business that they had been 
obliged to suspend temporarily on account of 
local disturbances. 

With regard to the judgment recently pro- 
nounced by a Korean tribunal, by which the 
murder of the late Queen had been altributed 
to the direct action of Japanese, Mr. Komura 
had preferred strong remonstrances to the 
Korean Government, and had declared that 
should such a judgment be published in the 
columns of the Official Gaselfe, Japan would nat 
fail to take proper steps in the matter. The 
Korean Government had acknowledged the 
justice of the Minister's remonstrance and had 
not caused the judgment to be inserted in the 
Official Gasétte. 

Korean politics, continued Mr. Komura, were 
the most extraordinary in the world. A transfer 
of power was always attended by bloodshed. 
The fact was that any politician of influence 
had a large number of adherents, and rarely 
did he undertake any project that was mot due 
to the pressure brought upon him by his fol- 
lowers. The obtaining of power by a politician 
under such circumstances was invariably foliow- 
ed by a large distribution of official posts among 
his numerous adherents, who failing a share of 
the spoils, would not hesitate to turn their hands 
against him. Hence, either to advance or to 
retreat involved violence, and power had to be 
reached by wading through blood. 

The Séul-Fusan Railway would require an 
outlay of between 15 and 20 million yen, and it 
was not easy to foresee whether the line, when 
completed, would really pay. Mr. Komura de- 
clared that he thought it important to inform 
the public that the alleged conclusion of a pre- 
liminary agreement about the railway between 
Mr. Omiwa and the Korean Government, had 
not come to the knowledge of the Japanese Re- 
presentalive nor of the Japanese Ministry. 

Other topics on which Mr. Komura was 
interviewed by the newspaper reporters were the 
return of the King to his Palace, and the actual 
condition of local disturbances. With regard 


to the former, he said that the King’s return 
had been definitely determined, though he could 
not fix the exact date of the occurrence. As to 
local disturbances, he told his interviewers that 
the insurgents had been virtually reduced to 
order, only a very small remnant remaining 
under arms iu Ham-won-do.,, 


RED CROSS SOCIETY OF FAPAN. 


-- -——- —)-— ~ —-~- 


The eighth regular meeting of the Red Cross 
Society of Japan was held on Monday in the 
rooms of the Third Domestic Exhibition, Uye- 
no, The meeting, besides transacting ordinary 
affairs, had to deal with the report on the So- 
ciety’s work during the Japan-China War. 
Foreseeing an unusually large gathering of 
members, the Committee made arrangements 
for the accommodation of 10,000 visitors, but 
so eager were members to attend this 
special meeting, that the Committee were ob- 
liged to refuse admission to all who arrived 
a little late. At 10 a.m. Her Imperial Ma- 
jesty, accompanied by Madame Takakura, 
Viscount Kagawa, the Lord Steward of Her 
Majesty’s Household, and a number of Court 
ladies, arrived at the place of assembly. 
She was received by H.I.H. Prince Komatsu, 
Superintendent of the Society, and Princess 
Komatsu, and conducted to the seat speci- 
ally prepared for her in the Hall, the band 
playing the National Air the while. Count 
Sano, President of the Society, after submitting 
a copy of the réport and other documents to the 
Empress, addressed the Assembly on the prin- 
cipal features of the work done by the Society 
during the period under review. On the con- 
clusion of this speech, the Empress graciously 
said:—‘‘I am exceedingly pleased to-day to 
meet the members of this Society, more especi- 
ally as this is ils eighth regular meeting. I am 
more especially delighted with the distinguished 
part that the Society played during the war of 
1894-95, and to observe that the affairs of the 
Society are flourishing more and more.” 
Prince Komatsu, on behalf of the Society, read 
a reply to the Empress’s speech. He thanked 
Her Majesty in most respectful terms for her 
condescension in honouring the meeting with 
her presence, and observed that the Society was 
somewhat ashamed that the results thus far - 
obtained were not duly proportionate to the 
warm patronage which the Court extended to 
it. Still, the Society was glad to be able to 
inform Her Majesty that the register now num- 
bered over 300,000 members, who all strove to 
make the Society and its works more useful to 
humanity. Medals were then awarded to 51 
persons, including four lady members of the 
Society, after which the Empress left the Hall. 

The President’s report was to the following 
effect:—The principal work that the Society 
undertook during the War was the tending of 
the sick and wounded, both Japanese soldiers 
and Chinese prisoners, in the various Reserve 
Hospitals established during the campaign ; and 
also the caring for such patients in field hospitals, 
or on board ships, or in Formosa. The Society 
also undertook the transmission of presents sent 
by various donors to the soldiers and sailors, 
the despatch of special delegates to comfort the 
invalids, and the special entertaining of those 
who were leaving for or returning to the seat of 
War. The patients tended by the Red Cross 
nurses al the Reserve Hospitals totalled 9,438, 
while Chinese and Koreans treated either at 
home or abroad aggregated 3,686. In China 
or Korea 16,711, and on board ship 25,361 
patients were attended to, while in Formosa there 
were 9,349 patients who came under the Red 
Cross Society’s treatment. Of the total of 
64,445 patients above enumerated, 7,364 were 
suffering from wounds and 57,081 from sickness. 
Besides the above, 38,122 patients were conveyed 
home on board ship, while those who were 
temporarily cared tur at railway stations approxi- 
mately totalled 2,370. ‘The places where the 
Society’s nurses were on duty were, Hiroshima, 
Tokyo, Osaka, Matsuyama, Marugame, Fuku- 
oka, Ogura, Nagoya, Toyohashi, Kumamoto, 
and Sendai, Reserve Hospitals; while abroad 
they were to be found at Ninsen, Phyong-yang, 
Yong-chhon (Sé6ul), Wi-ju, Nampbo, Won- 
san, O-Eun-dong, I-ho-pho, and Chhang-pong 
in Korea; Liu-tzs-ton, Chinchow, Port Arthur, 
Takushan, Tszchentsz, and Sei-sui-shi (Japan- 
ese pronunciation) in China; Kelung, Taipeh, 
Formosa ; and on board transports. The staff 
of managers, physicians, compounders, and 
male and female nurses who undertook these 




































































MRS. BISHOP ON KOREA. 
<> 
In the ‘Editorial Department” of the 
Korean Repository, we find the following :— 


Much has been written and probably more has been 
aid the last few years about the Korean Government 
and its shortcomings than about any other single 
subject. ‘hat we are not in a Utopian condition may 
be granted at the start. ‘That we are struggling along 
at present and that great uncertainly prevails as to 
the outcome may also be readily granted, Much paid 
for and also gratuitous advice has been given the 
Korean Government and we doubt not some one will 
be found to steer the craft safely through the troubled 
waters into the desired heaven of “ peace and good 
government.” 

Mrs. Bishop in her ‘' Last Words on Korea”’ as 
published in the Sé, Fames’s Gasette and reproduced 
in the Kobe Chronicle, April 14th, says among other 
things:—'' When I landed in Korea, nearly two years 
ago, the country was at peace under the suzerainty of 
China and the auspices of a powerful Chinese Resident 
Minister. Unbounded official corruption prevailed— 
as a matter of habit and use. ‘Ihe Sovereign was 
absolute, secluded, regarded with extreme reverence, 
and only occasionally burst upon his people in the 
barbarous splendours of the Kundong. Korea had no 
navy, her army was a farce, her foreign relations were 
all peaceful, and the Western leaven worked slowly, 
svery slowly beneath the surface. 

' The landing of the Japanese in June, 1894, changed 
all that. I will not go back to the changes wrought 
by the war or by the Japanese armed occupation, but 
will point out that peace and good Government in 
Korea have been disturbed by Japan four times within 
the last eighteen months.’’ 

We are happy to believe that the armed interven- 
tion of Japan ‘‘ changed,” to some extent at least, the 
“ unbounded official corruption ” so prevalent in Korea. 
By the introduction of a proper system for the assess 
ment and collection of taxes, the people in the country 
are beginning to have the very comfortable feeling, 
that when they pay their taxes once the matter is done. 
‘They also are happy to pay their officers a fixed salary 
and to enjoy the novel sensation that there is an end 
to the demands made upon them from the magistracy. 
We do not pretend to decide the question whether the 
armed intervention’ by Japan in the affairs of another 
power can be justified by even such beneficial results 
to the people. We simply record the fact that the 
‘change’? here was a good one. ‘The protection of 
his property is something new to the Korean, it is 
true, but he appreciates it keenly. 

We come next to consider the assertion that ‘‘ peace 
and good Government in Korea have been disturbed 
by Japam four times in the last eighteen months.” 
‘These are, first, the forcible occupation of the Royal 
Palace, July 23rd, 1894; second, the recall to power of 
the Tai W6n-kun ; third the return to Korea of Pak 
Yong Ho, ‘‘a man personally hateful to the King, 
amidst considerable popular excitement and forced 
into high position in the Government; ”’ fourth, the 
total break-up of tranquillity on October 8th, 1895.’’ 
We admit that the charges herein preferred are 
correct in the main, but we deny the implication that 
“ peace and good Government ”’ prevailed in Korea 
prior to the landing of Japanese troops. We quite 
agree with the editor’s comment in the Chronicle of 
the same issue, that ‘‘a very cursory acquaintance 
with the state of things prevailing in Korea in the 
eatly months of 1893 should have prevented Mrs. 
Bishop from falling into such an error.’’ It is well 
known that the country was ina most distracted and 
disturbed state, and it was this condition that gave 
Japan an opportunity to interfere in ber neighbour’s 
affairs. 

The long Haks, notwithstanding their repulse and 
defeat in 3893, early the next year made a determined 
effort to rid themselves of their masters and oppres- 
sors. Their ringing appeal to the country in May 
was responded to with such proumptness and in 
such large numbers as to arouse the authorities. 
They resorted to vigorous measures with a num- 
ber of particularly oppressive magistrates, that after 
the fall of Chun Choo, the capital of the Chulla 
province, the central Government became alarmed, 
‘Troops were sent down, but they were defeated by the 
insurgents who threatened the capital itself. Great 
consternation prevailed in Sdul and as a last resort 
appeal for aid was made to China. ‘' Peace and good 
Government” did not exist in Korea immediately be- 
fore the military occupation by Japan, and whatever 
may have been the mistakes inade by her here since 
her advent it is but just to acknowledge that she did 
not interfere at the beginning without good show of 
reason. 
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last session of the Diet by leading men of the 
locality asking that Kariya be added to the list 
of open ports. The House of Peers approved 
the petition, but the Lower House had no time 
(o discuss it. 

Messrs. Shibuzawa Eiichi, Kondo Rempei, 
Sonoda Jittoku, and other capitalists of Tokyo 
and Osaka, intend starting a dockyard at Hako- 
date with a capital of 1,200,000 yen. The yard 
will not only repair ships but will also construct 
them, beside turning out marine machinery. 
There will be three slips, one for repairing a 
steamer of the size of the Zosa Maru; another 
for steamers of about 1,000 tons displacement, 
and the third for steamers of 200 tons or so. 
The scheme of a dockyard at Hakodate has been 
discussed by the Government since 1879, and 
money has already been spent on the project 
by the Treasury and by the city of Hakodate, 
principally in preliminary investigations, At 
One titne the city intended to build a dock-yard 
entirely on its own account, but the money 
needed for the project could not be raised 
and it was finally decided to leave the matter 
(o private enterprise. The projected company 
have already secured a contract from the 
Headman of the city for all the land needed. 
The time no doubt has arrived for a dockyard 
in Hakodate, where a great deal of shipping ac- 
tivity has developed of late.. Lack of repairing 
establishments obliges steamers visiting Hako- 
date to go as far as Yokosuka, Nagasaki, and 
even Shanghai and Mongkong for overhaul. 
The Government deems the construction of a 
good dock-yard at Hakodate as an imperative 
necessity, and therefore promises the present 
projectors every possible help in their scheme. 


duties aggregated 1,567. Of these, two physi- 
cians, and 19 male and 4 female nurses met their 
death in the discharge of duty. With respect to 
ordinary affairs not connected with the War, 
the Socity took care of nine patients who re- 
Geived injuries on the occasion of the disastrous 
earthquake that visited Tokyo in 1894.° At the 
Fourth Domestic Exhibition held last year in 
Kyoto, the society exhibited a model of a tem- 
porary hospital. When during the same year, 
a disastrous inundation took place in Fukui, 
Prefecture, the Branch of the society in that dis- 
trict despatched an ambulance party and nursed 
155 persons. A similar step was taken by the 
Hiroshima and Okayama Branches when a train 
conveying disabled soldiers was derailed be- 
tween Onomichi and Itosaki. The Society also 
despatched to the military expeditions sent out 
by France, Spain, and Italy parcels of Japanese 
tea, with the view of alleviating the sufferings of 
the troops. During the two years, 1894 and 95, 
new members totalled 145,914, representing 
yearly regular subscriptions of 402,627 yen. 
Beside the regular subscriptions, a sum of 
198,385 yen was received as extra donation. 
At the end of last month the member- 
ship of the Society aggregated 211,782, 
representing a regular yearly income of 
569,187.31 yes. Contribution to the Relief 
Fund totalled, during the period under review, 
75,501.659 yen and presentation of 371 articles, 
Of the above, 4,466 yen was in cash and surgi- 
cal materials and instruments from various 
Red-Cross Societies abroad. Ordinary contribu- 
tions consisted of 13,287 yen in cash and 88 
presented articles. With regard to the credit 
and debit account for the two years under 
review, receipts totalled 797,437 yen, and dis- 
bursements 661,231 yen, leaving a balance of 
136,188 yen. To this was added the balance 
brought over from the previous year, making a 
total of 538,982 yen. Of the total sum dis- 
bursed, 375,276 yen was for various remedial 
articles used during the War. Besides the 
spending of money by the Society, special con- 
tributions were handled by the members and 
used for ‘purposes of succour and attendance, 
and the grand total defrayed on that account 
reached 399,505 yew in round numbers. 


OFFICIAL REPOR?’ ON THE HAIL- 
STOKM. 


slid eee cece ale 

A report on the recent hail-storm has ap- 
peared inthe Oficial Gasetfe. It shows that 
the accounts given in the Japanese papers were 
more or less exaggerated. The disaster was 
gravest in Tochigi, especially in the districts of 
Aso, Shimotsuga, Kawachi, and Haga. The 
storm lasted about half an hour, and the stones 
covered the ground to a depth of some five 
inches. In places where the storm was most 
violent, the crops were all beaten down: nota 
stalk escaped. Twigs of trees and bamboos 
were broken, a large number of hares, birds, 
and reptiles were beaten to death, and the 
roofs of more than a dozen buildings were 
more or less severely damaged. The largest 
stone measured above 2 inches in diameter. 
About 1,400 cho (3,500 acres) of cultivated land 
was devastated to the average extent of about 
70 percent. The damage is estimated at above 
55,000 yen, an average of 4 yen per fan. The 
tea plantationsin Saitama Prefecture also suffered 
throughout an area of 1,417 acres, and the mul. 
berry fields to the extent of 12,405 acres. The 
storm lasted in Saitama for 7 or 8 minutes, the 
stones allaing the size of plums. In one part 
of the prefecture the wind developed cyclonic 
force, and overturned three buildings, fortun- 
ately without injury to life orlimb. The dam- 
age caused by the storm in Ibaraki Prefecture 
was confined to 4 villages, but the crops there 
suffered very seriously. 


HARBOURS AND DOCKFARDS. 
—__<__ - ----~— 

Great inconvenience is experienced in Kiu- 
shiu owing to the lack of good ports of export, 
Nagasaki is too remote from the coal districts 
to effectively meet the demand for shipping ac- 
commodation, and although Moji, Wakamatsu, 
Karatsu, Hakata, and Misumi have all more or 
less been converted into coaling ports, schemes 
for reconstructing their harbours are being 
eagerly discussed. They are, however, scarcely 
fit for the purpose, viewed from natural and 
also strategic standpoints. The Bay of Kariya, 
in Saga Prefecture, is regarded as affording the 
best anchorage for coal steamers, and every 
expert who has inspected the place speaks 
warinly in its praise. Captain Kimonotsuki, 
Chief of the Hydrographical Bureau of the 
Navy, says that, though litte known, the har- 
bour of Kariya, situated between Imari and 
Nagoya, is deep, spacious, free from submerg- 
ed rocks, and ranks next to Maizura Harbour 
in respect of general adaptability for anchorage. 
It could be made the best harbour in Kyushiu, as 
the basin measures 1 nautical mile East by West 
and two miles from N.toS. At present it is 
7 to 8 fathoms in depth and the bottom is 
muddy. The sea in the vicinity is almost uni- 
formly deep close inshore and large ships would 
therefore be able to approach. The bay is about 
653 miles from Vladivostock, and 150 miles 
from Fusan. Sasebo is only 18 miles away, 
and the construction of a branch line of the 
Sasebo-Saga railway to Kariya would com- 
plete the facilities of commonication. Kariya 
is in close proximity to the Karatsu coal-field, 
and there are several other collieries in the 
vicinity. Vice-Admiral Akamatsu speaks very 
highly of the potentialities of this harbour as 
also does Mr. Furuichi, Chief of the Engineering 
Bureau, This consensus of favourable opinion 
led to the presentation Of a petition during the 








THE SENSE OF PROPORTION. 
—_———>-—__—__. 

The Chu-o Shimbun thinks that the States- 
men in power have lost their sense of propor- 
tion ; that they allow the Korean problem to bulk 
so largely in the vista as to obsecure other 
questions of the gravest nature. In our con- 
temporary’s opinion, the empire’s relations with 
China are far more important. When they have 
been duly considered, and when Japan’s attitude 
towards Russia and England has been properly 
delermined, then and only then should attention 
be concentrated on the affairs of the little penin- 
sula. That is delightfully sententious advice. 
It sounds like the views of a wounded man who 
should insist upon taking physic for his general 


the hurt that undermines his constitution. 
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health before allowing anything to be done for 


THE “FIFI” AND COUNT OKRUMA. 
Sia en ln Sa a eras 
The Fiji Shimpo remains true to its favourite 
policy of uniting the leaders of the AZesyé states- 
men in one Cabinet. The article will repay 


perusal :—‘‘ The resignation of the portfolio of 


Foreign Affairs by Count Mutsu was unavoidable 
in view of his malady, but is a matter of sincere 
regret for the country’s sake. The Count had 
to deal with many matters of great difficulty 
since the year before last, and his manner of set- 
tling them was faultless. The ability he showed 
was most reinarkable and gave universal satisfac- 
tion. It was our earnest wish that he should con- 
linue long in office, but his illness rendered that 
impossible, and we have only now to hope that 
his health will soon be restored so that he may 
resume his public functions. As for Count 
Mutsu’s successor, Marquis Saionji would be 


quite suitable, but it is not advisable that two 


important offices of State should be held simul- 
taneously by the same person. A proper suc- 


cessor to Count Mutsu should be appointed 


immediately. Now from among the statesmen 


of the time every one, within or without official- 
dom, would agree in selecting Count Okuma 
as the most appropriate person, 
come forward himself and accept the portfolio, 
there would be universal rejoicing. But there 
are difficulties in the way. For many years 
Count Okuma has been the leader of a political 


party. 


Did the Count 


Moreover, he is naturally a man of 
inflexible character, to whom the idea of yield- 
ing is most unwelcome. To enter the Ministry 
now would bear the semblance of surrender, 
and the arrangements for such a step might 
be difficult to effect in view of the Counts 
obduracy. Not to yield to others ceitainly looks 
like strength of resolution, yet, if carried too far, 
it lays a man open to the charge of narrow- 
mindedness. The present Ministers of State 
are all Count Okuma’s political opponents. 
They are not his friends, and to take office 
among them would not be pleasant. On the 
Other hand, the Government is not the Go- 
vernment of those holding office: it is the Go- 
verninent of the whole Japanese nation. Count 
Okuma is a statesman of Japan. He must 
consider the sentiment of the whole people in 
accepting or resigning office. If he seek to 
consult his own convenience alone, he will lose 
his opportunity, incur the reproach of small- 
mindedness, and become an object of ridicule. 
Nevertheless, if from Count Okuma’s point of 
view his antecedents and inclinations as well 
as the position he occupies towards the Shémpo- 
fo make it too repugnant to take of his own 
accord any step in the sense indicated, he ought 
to come forward in conjunction with his politi- 
cal friends, Counts Goto and Matsukata. The 
three statesmen have of late found themselves 
following in unison the same line of policy, and 
if they entered the Cabinet together they could 
obtain a hearing for his views. It is true that 
in recent years there has been some coolness 
between them and Count Itagaki, who is al- 
ready in the Cabinet. But the estrangement 
was due to divergence among their fol- 
lowers: they themselves were originally fel- 
low-thinkers both within and without the 
Government. Marquis Ito himself has always 
been a statesman of progressive policy, and he 
certainly would not decline to entertain the views 
of Count Okuma and his friends. Thus, the 
Count’s admission to the Cabinet depends on 
himself: there is no special obstacle. Nothing 
could give us greater pleasure than his resump- 
tion of office. Surely it were a great pity if 
both sides persisted in standing aloof from the 
road that would bring them together simply 
because, while both are willing to enter it, they 
could not decide about the manner of approach. 
If things continue in their present groove, there 
will be great trouble in the next session of the 
Diet. The post-bellum measures, now on the 
verge of successful inception, will be thrown into 
confusion, and even the stability of the present 
Cabinet will be endangered. Could anything 
be more regrettable than that results so unfor- 
tunate should ensue from the attitude of one or 
twomen? For the sake of the country, personal 
obstacles should be removed from the path, 
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each side should advance (o meet the other, and 
both should strike hands laughingly. We urge 
them to adopt that course and create universal 
satisfaction.” 





NEW PEERS. 
ia ° 
On the 5th instant patents of peerage were 


! conferred on 29 personages, in consideration 
distinguished services rendered to the State, 
either on the occasion of the Restoration or 
The title of Viscount 
was given to His Excellency the Minister of 


subsequently to thattime, 


Justice alone, allihe yest being created Barons. 
The meritorious acts that procured these distinc- 
tions were performed, for the most part, in 
connection with the Restoration, the services ot 
Their Excellencies Viscount Yoshikawa, Mini- 
ster of Justice; Baron—Kuki Ryuichi, 
Councillor; Major-General Baron Murata (re 
tired), a member of the House of Peers and 


~~ Governor of Suchu; and Baron Sonoda, Chief 


| 


of the Metropolitan Police Board; belonging 
Yo the period after the Restoration. 


the son of a village medical practitioner in that 
province. While still young, he proceeded to 


Nagasaki and devoted himself to the study of a 


foreign language. His official career is well 
known and need not be described here. Baron 


Sonoda, a retainer of the Kagoshima fief, became 
a police constable shortly after the Restoration, 


was subsequently removed to the Army, and at 
the time of the Satsuma civil war, attained the 
rank of First Lieutenant. Baron Sannomiya, 


Master of the Board of Ceremonies, was a Bud- 
dhist priest in a temple situated at the foot of 


Hiyei-zan, in Omi province. He distinguished 
himself greatly at the time of the Restoration, 
in the cause of the Kyoto Court, and received 
a life pension of 200 koku of rice. Baron 
Kitagaki, an ex-retainer of the fief of Tottori, 
was an ardent Imperialist. He played a 
prominent part in the abortive anti-Tokugawa 
uprising that broke out at Ikunounder the leader- 
ship of the celebrated Hirano Kuniomi. Barons 
Iwamura Michitoshi and Iwamura Tadatoshi, 
who, with Mr, Hayashi Yuzo, constitute a cele 
brated trio of able brothers, were loyalists of the 
fief of Tosa. Baron Iwamura Michitoshi is now 
Chief of the Imperial Estates Bureau, and Baron 
Iwamura Tadatoshi is Governor of Fukuoka. 
Baron Yamada, Governor of Kyoto, belonged to 
the fiefof Kumamoto. Heand hiscelebrated elder 
brother, the late Yamada Hachiro, rendered 
many distinguished services in the Kei-Han dis- 
tricts. Barons Nambu, Chief of the Tokyo Court 
of Cassation; Baron Ozaki, a member of the 
House of Peers ; and Baron Itami, a Privy Coun. 
cillor, were all retainers of the late Prince Sanjo, 
and shared with their distinguished master 
many painful privations in the cause of Imperial- 
ism. Baron Ishida, Governor of Kochi; Baron 
Nakajima, ex-Japanese Minister to Rome and 
Member of the House of Peers; with several 
others, among whom Count Mutsu, ex-Foreign 
Minister, and Mr. Nomura, Chief Procurator of 
the Tokyo Appeal Court, may be mentioned, were 
trusty lieutenants of the celebrated Sakamoto 


. Ryuma, a distinguished Imperialist of Tosa, who 


» was assassinated in Kyoto by partisans of the 
; Tokugawa Regency. BaronFunakoshi and Vice- 
: Admiral (retired) Baron Hayashi were from 


. Hiroshima, the former a retainer of the House | im 


of Asano, the latter a son of a village doctor in 
that province. Baron Funakoshi, ex-Governor 
of Sendai and Member of the House of Peers, 
played a very distinguished part just previously 
to the Restoration. He and his father, both 
ardent Imperialists, were instrumental in re- 
conciling the two fiefs of Kagoshima and Cho- 
shiu, and cementing a close alliance between 
them with the view of upholding the cause of 
the Court in Kyoto. The Baron received a life 
pension of 200 koku of rice. Baron Yasnba and 
Baron Fujimura, of the fief of Kumamoto, now 
members of the House of Peers; Baron Kinashi 
and Baron Terajima, both members of the 
House of Peers; Vice-Admiral Baron Arichi 
(retired), and Baron Nagamatsu, a member of 
the House of Peers, all belonged originally to 









































the fief of Choshiu, and played distinguished 
parts in connection the Restoration, either in 
military or civil matters. Baron Nakashima, 
ex-Governor of Yamanashi; Baron Kusumoto, 
President of the House of Representatives ; and 
Baron Yamaguchi, Chief of the Imperial Game 
Preserves Bureau, were all noted Imperialists, 
owing allegiance to the fiefs of Saga, Omura, 
nd Mito respectively. Baron Kuki's title to the 

sent distinction is based on acts performed 
subsequently to the Restoration, for at that time 
he was less than 17 years old. But his career 
is distinguished. He was the head Councillor 

f the Han of Mita at the age of only 18. An 
interesting story is told about his study of English. 
At first an earnest Chinese scholar, he rather des- 
vised the study of a foreign language, and even 
his seniors could not succeed in persuading him 
to turn to foreign literature, At last one of them 
conducted him to Mr, Fukuzawa and asked the 
lalter to remonstrate with the incorrigibly obstin- 
ate young man. A hot dispute arose between 
Mr. Fukuzawa and the Baron about the relative 
merits of English and Chinese. The Baron 


Vis.c| V8 at last worsted in the dispute, and at once 


count Yoshikawa was born in Awa, and ig 


entering the school kept by Mr. Fukuzawa, 
began the study of English. It ought to be re- 
membered that while the Baron represented 
apan in Washington an Extradition Treaty 
was concluded with the United States on a 
footing of perfect equality. Baron Hanabusa, 
Keeper of the Imperial Purse, was of the Oka- 
yama fief, and with his distinguished father, 
now President of the Okayama National Bank, 
rendered services to the cause of the Court in 
connection with the Restoration. Baron Obata, a 
member of the House of Peers, and Baron Kita- 
batake, Chief of the Osaka Appeal Court, were 
also Imperial partizans, the formera retainer of 
the fief of Tosa and the latter an attendant of 
the High Abbot of the Horyu Temple in Yama- 
to. Basow—Kacghara, Governor of Loo-chao, 
was a distinguished retainer of the late Prince 
Shimazu Hisamitsu. It was he that, in obedience 
to the order of his master, cut down Mr. 
Richardson at Namamugi. Strange to say the 
Baron earnestly espoused the canse of the 
Shogunate at the time of the Restoration, and 
as the late elder Saigo was the leader of the 
mperialist Party in Kagoshima, so the Baron 
as the leader of the Shogunate Party. Count 
Latsukata was one of his trusty followers. 


xThe following new peerages are also gazetted : 

The Lord Abbot of Nishi Hongwan-ji, Otani 
Koson, to be Count. 

The Lord Abbot of Higashi-Hongwan-ji, 
Otani Koyei, to be Count. 

The Rev. Komatsu Tatewaki, a former 
Samurai of Kagoshima, to be Count, in con- 
sideration of the distinguished services rendered 
by his father. 

Mr. Iwasaki Yanosuke to be Baron. 

Mr. Tokiwai Giyoki to be Baron. 

Mr. Hanazono Takusho to be Baron. 

Mr. Iwasaki Hisaya to be Baron, in considera- 
tion of distinguished services rendered by his 
father. 

Mr. Inada Kunitane to be Baron, in considera- 
tion of distinguished services. 

Mr. Mitsui Hachiroyemon to be Baron. 

Mr. Shibuya Riukyo to be Baron. 

Mr. Kibe Koji to be Baron. 

“Of the eleven new peers created on the oth 
inst., six.belonged to the priesthood and the re- 
aining five to the ranks of laymen, The Lord 


Abbots of the two Hongwan Temples, and the 


{Lord Abbots of the two scions of the Shin Sect, 


in Ise and Kyoto, previously to their present 
nomination, enjoyed at the Imperial Court the 
same treatment asthat usually accorded to Peers. 
Therefore, though not actually peers, they bore 
certain honorary offieial tides. Of the Lord 
Abbots of the Hongwan Temples little need be 
said, for the position they hold in Japan is 


familiar to all. 


Baron Hanazono is the Lord Abbot of the 
Kosei Temple originally founded by Shinran 
Shonin at Yamashina, but subseqnently remov- 
ed to Kyoto. In the first year of Meiyt, con- 
formably with a request of the Court, the late 
Abbot (father of the new Baron), proceeded to 
Otsu at the head of a party of priests belonging 


Google 


to the subordinate temples of Kosei-ji, and 
rendered such distinguished services to the 
cause of Imperialism that, in 1872, he received 
an intimation from the Court that in future 
he should be regarded as one of the Peerage. 
In 1876, with the consent of the Hongwan | 
Temples, he established a new sect, calling it 
after the name of the Temple, K After thet’ 
demise of this Abbot, which happened late in \ 
the year 1877, his son, now Baron Hanazono, ; 
was installed as his successor. 

Baron Tokiwai is Lord Abbot of the Senshyu- 
ji, situated not far from Tsu, in Ise. The 
Temple, originally founded in Shimotsuke Pro- 
vince by one of the disciples of Shinran, was 
subsequently removed to its present site. The 
new Baron is the seventh son of Prince Konoye. 
Previously to receiving his patent, he enjoyed 
at Court treatment equivalent to that accorded 
to Peers. 

Baron Kibe is Lord Abbot of the Kinshiki 
Temple, situated at Kibe, in the Yasu District 
of Omi. The founder of the Kibe Sect was the 
youngest son of Prince Kunitaka, one of the 
ancestors of the House of Prince Fushimi, and 
the Baron is the sixteenth Abbot since the 
founding of the Temple. He is the fourth son 
of Marquis Hirohata and was born in 1871. 

Baron Shibuya is Lord Abbot of the Buko 
Temple, originally founded by Shinran Yama- 
shina and subsequently removed to the present 
site in Kyoto. He was installed as Lord Abbot 
in 1888, his predecessor having been directed 
by the Court to succeed to the title of Prince 
Fushimi. The Baron is a son of the Prince. 

Count Komatsu Tatewaki is a grandson of 
the distinguished Satsuma leader of the same 
name, whose meritorious services in the cause 
of the Court immediately prior to the Restora- 
tion have resulted in the present elevation of his 
grandson to the rank of Count. The senior 
Komatsu held an important office in the feudal 
Government of Satsuma. He wasa manof ex- 
ceptional parts, so much so, indeed, that even 
the late Saigo and Okubo were subordinate to 
him. Especially did he distinguish himself 
in connection with the surrender of the regency 
by Prince Tokugawa Keiki. Unfortunately, 
before the decisive engagement at Fushitni, ill- 
health obliged him to return to bis native town, 
where he died shortly afterwards, without even 
seeing the memorable edict that proclained the 
restoration of the Imperial régime, towards the 
consummation of which he had rendered such 
prominent aid. 

Baron Inada was one of the hereditary coun- 
cillors to the fief of Tokushima. He resided in 
the castle of Sumoto, Awaji, possessing a fief of 
30,000 koku of rice, and was practically an in- 
dependent feudal baron. On the occasion of 
the Restoration, the clan of Sumoto rendered 
distinguished service to the Court. The pro- 
gramme of the clansmen to definitely sever 
connection with the suzerain house of Hachi- 
suka uaturally provoked the latter, with the 
result that they attacked and burned down the 
castle of Sumoto. After the Restoration, the 
Baron, with a number ot his retainers, settled in 
Hokkaido and opened up a large tract of land. 

The great houses of Iwasaki.and, Miteui have 
rendered conspicuous services to the State, and 
fully deserve the proposed distinction. More- 
over, by this gracious consideration, the Emperor 
will at once elevate the mercantile class to the 
position properly belonging to it; the position 
from which it has been unjucdyend-njusiausly 
degraded for so many centuries. 

A rumour that more Peers will be created 
is emphatically denied by the Micht Nichi - 
Shimbun. 


On the general subject of the peerages re- 
cently conferred, the Chit-o Shimbun has 
something to say. It complains that in the 
distribution of patents only persons connected, 
nearly or remotely, with officialdom as it now 
is, have been remembered, and it avers that a 
Government pursuing such a course can not 
be counted free from the influence of party 
politics. There are others both within and 
without official circles that have deserved equally 
well of the State. For example, Mr. Otori .”” 
Keisuke, who played such a prominent part 
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in the drama of the recent war, and Mr. Fuka- 

awa, who not only contributed money but also 
helped largely to rouse the patriotic sentiments 
of the nation. Moreover, among business men 
and in the ranks of private gentlemen, there are 
not a few whose acts during the greal crisis 
through which the country has just passed, con- 


} stitute as strong a title to public respect as do 


the acts of any one of the persons included in 
the last batch of new peers. Such are the 
sentiments of the National Unionist organ. 


. The rain of honours never seems to possess the 


heaven-directed faculty of falling on all that 


_- think themselves alike. 
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ORIGIN OF NATIONAL BANKS IN 
SAPAN. 


Eiichi recently delivered, 
before the Japanese Economic Society, a speech 
on the origin of National Banks in Japan, that 
throws considerable light on  aueske methods of 
finance in former times. In his introductory 
remarks, the veteran banker observed that 
it would be useful to give a short account 
of what might be called the banking facilities 
existing before the Restoration. By far the 
most important source of revenue during pre- 
Restoration days was the rice-crop, which was 
forwarded by the people tothe State in payment 
of taxes. Rice thus collected from tax-payers 
was sold either hy the Tokugawa Shogunate or 
by the ‘300 feudal barons” through the 
medium of a special agent called the kuramofto 
or yolasshi, the rice being transported to Yedo 
or Osaka, according to the proximity of each 
feudal Government to either of those places. 
Not only rice but any staple, such as the sugar 
of Kagoshima han, the paper of Kochi dan, 
the indigo of Tokushima Aan, and so forth was 
sold in a similar manner; and each feudal 
government, in order to protect and en- 
courage these industries, advanced money 
to producers and enforced various restrictive 
measures in regard to their sale. In fact, the 
han governments acted somewhat as wholesale 
dealers do now, their agents having merely to 
retail the goods. Again, both in Yedo and 
Osaka were to be found a number of wealthy 
capitalists who furnished loans to the Regency 
and to the Aan governments. Mr. Shibusawa 
then tarned to the subject of banking facilities 
in Yedo with special reference to the rice 
market. The rice that the Regency collected 
from its flefs was handed over to the charge 
of a number of agents called fudasashi, whose 
fixed quarters were in the neighbourhood of the 
rice warehouses of the Tokugawa Shogunate in 
Asakusa. The fudasashi made advances to 
retainers of the Shogunate upon the allowances 
of rice that they were to receive in February 
and May of each year, while retainers 
who were better off and did not need ad. 
vances disposed of such of the allowance 
as they did not require through the same 
media. The origin of the existing system of 
National Bank dates back to 1 About 
October of that year, Marquis Ito, then a 
Junior Vice-Minister of Finance, represented 
to his superiors the necessity of investigat- 
ing the financial system of the United States 
with a view to remodel that of Japan on a 
sounder basis. The suggestion was approved 
and the Marquis himself despatched abroad. 
The various publications and documents, and 
also the views of the Marquis—all of which 
directly bore upon the question of National 
Banks—that were sent home from America, 
proved direct incentives to the creation of 
national banks in Japan. Their necessity be- 
came more apparent with the abolition of the 
han system and the substitution of the Central 


, administration, a change that took place in July 


$ 


: Of the next year. 


: time the Dafjokwan-satsu. 


The most important financia] 
question incidental to this change in the local 
administrative system was how to deal with the 
inconvertible Government notes, called at that 
The period legally 


. fixed for their circulation was 13 years, and the 


‘ 
»s 


authorities were Of Opinion that some suitable 


/ steps should be taken to make them convertible. 


It was thought that the best way to achieve that 
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object would be to establish national banks after 
the system of the United States. A section of the 
Authorities, especially the late Viscount Yoshida 
Kiyonari, earnestly maintained the advantages 
of the English system over the American, but 
Count Inouye, who was at that time Vice-Mini- 
ster of Finance, was more inclined to the sug- 
gestions that Marquis Ito had made on his 
return from the States. On November 15th, 
1872, the National Bank Regulations were is- 
sued. The main objects provided in the Re- 
gulations were that the Banks should deposit 
with the Government a sum of currency cor- 
responding to 60 per cent. of their capital, while 
they received in return the satne amount in 
Government bonds, which bonds were again 
to be deposited with the Government in 
return for the same amount of convertible 
bank-notes. The remaining 40 per cent. 
of the capital was to be kept as reserves in the 
form of gold specie, with which the redemption 
of the bank-notes was to be met. Within six 
months or so, the rst (Tokyo), 2nd (Yoko- 
hama), 4th (Niigata), and sth (Kagoshima) 
National Banks were created; the ist witha 
capital of 23-million yen and note issuing powers 
of 14 million yen. The 1st National Bank was 
the largest of the four pioneer banks. It re- 
ceived its charter on the rst August, 1873. 
Bank-notes were at first cautiously issued, 
special care being taken to circulate them in 
such remote districts as the O-U. The first 
year passed without the Banks encoantering any 
particular trouble. But to confess the truth, 
banking affairs were at that period very primi- 
live, and no special attention was paid to the drift 
of foreign trade. During the autumn of 1874, 
demands for redemption grew so rapidly that 
as much as 130,000 yen notes were exchanged 
for gold specie in one month. The result was 
that from the beginning of 1875, the National 
Banks not only ceased to issue any fresh notes, 
but began to withdraw those already in 
circulation. The volume of bank-notes in 
circulation reached their largest total in 1874, 
when they aggregated about 1,300,000 yen. As 
the various Banks withdrew their notes from 
the market the volume of paper currency 
dwindled to 230,000 yen or so. The Banks 
were thus, within one or two years from their in- 
auguration, brought face to face with a grim 
question, vitally connected with their very ex- 
istence. In representing the necessity for an 
amendment of the Regulations, Mr. Shibusawa, 
who interviewed the late Mr. Tokuno, Director of 
the late Paper Notes Bureau, in the capacity of 
President of the rst National Bank and Delegate 
of other Banks, said that he was placed in a very 
embarrassing situation owing to the fact that be 
himself took a prominent part in the framing of 
the Regulations during the time that he was a 
high official in the Department of Finance. 
However, the gravity of the situation did not al- 
low him to think of himself personally, and so 
he broached the matter to the Director of 
the Bureau and urgently represented the ne- 
cessity of amending the Regulations. This 
happened on March 3rd, 1875. The Director, 
after listening with keen attention to the re- 
presentation of Mr., Shibusawa, promised to 
endorse the views of the latter and to urge upon 
the Minister of Finance, then Count Okuma, 
the necessity for the step advocated by Mr. 
Shibusawa. The question was forthwith taken 
up by the Treasury, and, after considerable dis- 
cussion, the Department determined, inthe latter 
part of the year, to amend the Regulations and 
to make the bank-notes convertible into Govern- 
ment notes only. Another important change was 
the deposit with the Government of 80 per cent. 
of the capital of a bank in the form of Govern. 
ment bonds, to receive in return the same 
amount of paper notes, and lastly to keep in 
reserve 20 per cent. of the capital in the form 
of specie. Theoretically, there was no change 
at all, as both bank-notes and Government 
notes were the same in respect to convertibility, 
It was, however, thought an unavoidable ex- 
pedient imposed by the conditions of the time, 
and the Government decided to carry it out. 
Another important incentive that induced the 
Government to adopt this strange procedure 


was the decision of the Treasury to give to 
Kwasoku and Shisoku pension bonds in lieu of 
permanent allowances of rice and thus to abolish 
the last vestige of feudalism. The economic neces- 
sity of using Government bonds was long appre- 
ciated by the Government, and was one of the 
measures that Marquis Ito investigated in Aime- 
rica, In March, 1873, the Government, in 
accordance with the earnest suggestion of Mr. 
Shibusawa, issued two kinds of bonds, and the 
benefit that the Government derived from them 
impelled the Treasury to have recourse to 
similar measures again in connexion with the 
permanent allowances to ex-feudal lords. and 
(their retainers, The last scheme was to give 
pension bonds corresponding in amount to eight 
years’ allowances to such lords and retainers 
as were desirous of drawing their incomes in 
that way, the bonds bearing interest at 8 per 
cent. The Government at the same time thought 
that some ameliorative measures must be 
arranged on behalf of ex-retainers of feudal 
lords, in virtue of which they might invest the 
bonds received in some lucrative and perma- 
nent fashion and thereby be able to maintain, 
themselves in a becoming manner. The inost 
prudent measure that could be devised was to start 
shisoku banks, raising the capital on the bonds 
they received. Consequently, simultaneously 
with the promulgation of the Pension Bonds Re- 
gulations, the Government amended the National 
Banks Regulations That was at the begin- 
ning of August, 1876. Instructions over the 
joint signatures of the Ministers of Home Affairs 
and of Finance were issued to Local Governors, 
who were enjoined to exert themselves on be- 
half of the shizo&u in their respective districts, so 
that National Banks might be started before the 
shisoku had thoughtlessly dissipated their capital. 
The amendment of the National Banks Regula- 
tions and the issue of the Pension Bonds 
Regulations resulted in the creation of a con- 
siderable number of national banks, and between 
1876 and 1878 as many as 153 were created in 
various paris of the country. The lecturer, 
in conclusion, briefly eulogized the able 
management of Count Matsukata, during the 
time that he held the portfolio of the De- 
partment of Finance. 
his exertions that the financial system of Japan 
had been at last established on ils present sound 
basis. When that able fiwancier assumed 
office in 1881, the country was still suffering 
from the evils inseparable from an excessive 
issue of inconvertible notes. With painstaking 
zeal, Count Matsukata studied the subject and 
systematically pursued a policy for reducing the 
volume of inconvertible notes then in circulation. 
In 1882, he established the Nippon Ginko, in 
accordance with the views maintained some ten 
years before by the English economists of 
Japan; matters leading to the appreciation of 
the paper notes were entrusted to that Bank, 
and in 1885 the object long aimed at was at- 
tained and the Government notes because con- 
vertible into silver, These were events with 
which every Japanese economist and publicist 
was familiar, events for the success of which the 


THE NANKING AFFAIR. 
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The W.-C. Daily News of the 4th inst. says: 
—We are glad to learn from Nanking that no 
German officer has been killed. It appears that 
on Monday last a German officer took his men 
for drill to a parade ground said to be reserved 
for the Viceroy’s Hunan body-guard. The 
Chinese Commander of the body-guard object- 
ed and after some discussidn ordered his men 
lo fire on the foreign-drilled troops. The Ger- 
man officer ordered his men to return the fire, 
and several Chinese were killed and wounded 
on both sides, and one German instiuctor, a 
corporal named G. Krause, was seriously 
wounded. The Viceroy had the Chinese Com- 
mander at once put under arrest, and he will 
probably lose his head. Our Nanking corre- 
spondent telegraphed last night that Mr. Krause 
is recovering, and the city is quiet. 

A correspondent of the Shanghai Mercury, 
writing from Nanking on June rst, says :— 


It was mainly through | 


mre 


+ ears 
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sso 
This afternoon Instructor Krause was attacked| Sir A. Rollit—I desire to ask the Under-Secre- April, are off the north-eastern portion of the 
by soldiers drilled according to Chinese fashion | ‘ary for Foreign Affairs whether there is in the| main island of Japan, ata distance of between 
and received several balbard cuts on the back| knowledge of Her Majesty’s Government any | 399 19 50 miles from the shore. Between the 
of his head and neck, also sword cuts on the| foundation for the persistent statements in the early part of May and the middle of June the 


lie . Press that a Treaty has t luded bet 
arm, likewise cuts and bruises from stones. He China ad Biden Palit sie Glia cede ea Racin seals resort to the coast of Hokkaido, entering 
had just dismounted to commence his drill of 


; large portions of her territory, and also commercial | ‘he Strait of Tsugaru and gradually swimming 
the new ‘recruits on the ground behind the] and preferential treatment. northward to the island of Shikotan, one of the 
Viceregal Yamén, which was given to them for} Mr. Curzon—The Government have been in-|Chishima group. They are then generally 
that purpose two days before. When at a dis- | formed by the Russian Ambassador that the state-/found at from 13 to 45 miles from the coast. 
tance of about 200 yards from the place some | ments which have appeared in the public Press as Large herds also gather in the vicinity of Cape 
300 men out of the crowd flew at him with hic ie fa toe es Russia, oy Erimo. During the months of June and July 
the well-known howl, so that oe had Ho: re Ol ceveltery 46 Resasla; Se Anekia of she alight ace they pass along the coasts of the Chishima 
mount his horse or to fire on them. © freed foundation.—(Hear, hear.) archipelago and come very close in shore. It 
himeelf under a hail-of stones and retired,| Sir fF, Ashmead. Bartlett—Can the right hon, |i8 therefore during those two months that pre- 
raged by pain; horse, revolver, and watch be- | gentleman say whether that reply refers only to the | Cautions against poaching should be rigidly en- 
came the prey of these rag-covered coolies. reported cession of a large portion of the no:thern | forced. From August the animals leave the 
I was on my road to the same place and warned. pdt ee eee it pire the con-'| coast of the archipelago and proceed towards 
by a comrade, who arrived immediately after. pasteles ote rans: dl ae peed aaa the Behring Sea, The principal hunting grounds 
the attack and who saw himself Krause forced Me Cute The coal: ; ne Ru ur A of the sealers are off Kinkazan, about 200 
by the kneeling prayers of his soldiers to retire.| soo ior vcloted to there’, ae aig ded to by ma | leagues from the coast ; off the coast of Akkeshi, 
The whole road was lined by menacing crowds. |)... friend which aueeaced several iownpa her: Hokkaido, ata distance of about 30 leagues 

The German cruiser Prinsess Wilhelm, that from the coast; and, lastly, the vicinity of the 
ah oe for Sblenigera ek ater ag Mal Chishima archipelago. 
the Jisis, went ashore on Tsungming island, 


as to the existence of a secret trealy giving come 
about fifteen miles from Woosung. The Zisés 







































































































mercial advantages, and handing over to Russia 
large portions of Chinese territory. Beyond that 
I have nothing to say. 








returned to Shanghai for assistance and left] The Zondon and China Express quotes the CORRESPONDENCE. 
‘again in company with the tug Fuse and to-| following from a Berlin correspondent :— IN i OR 


Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


gether they helped to float the cruiser next day.} Russia is reported to be continuing her war pre- 


pacations in the Far East on a latge scale. The 
Tsai’s Govetnment has just ordered seven iron- 
clads and ten cruisers for the Fleet which Russia 
intends to establish in the Pacific, in view of the 
extensive Naval preparations made by Japan. 
Both the Russian and the Japanese vessels are to 
be finished in 1898. This sufficiently shows that 
the relations between Russia and Japan are not by 
any means so friendly as people say, and that an 
Alliance between them is quite out of the question 
for the present. 

This paragraph certainly does not seem worthy 
of credence. In the first place, the Japanese 
naval increment, according to the present pro- 
gramme, will not be completed, or nearly com- 
pleted, in 1898. In the second place, Russia 
could not possibly build 7 ‘ironclads and 10 
cruisers in two years. There may be some 
measure of truth in the assertion that Russia 
intends to increase her squadron on the Pacific 
station, but the figures given by this Berlin cor- 
respondent are not credible. 








RUSSIA AND THE FAR EAST. 
—_——_—__@———_____ 

All our readers remember the report strenu- 
ously circulated last March that a secret treaty 
had been concluded between Russia and 
China. They remember, also, that an alleged 
copy of the document appeared in the Worth- 
China Daily News. And they remember, per- 
haps, that we ridiculed the story, and showed, 
from internal evidence, what an absurd and 
clumsy fabrication the covenant was. Our 
criticisms were not at all well received by our 
English contemporaries in China and Japan. 
They either accepted the tale as true, or care- 
fully refrained from committing themselves to 
any opinion. Here is the latest dictum on the 
subject. Jt is from the pen of the London cor- 
respondent of the Manchester Guardian :-— 

All the absurd reports which we have had for 
some weeks past about the contents of a secret 
treaty between Russia and China have their origin- 
in an article published in the chief English news- 
paper of Shanghai on March 3:d. This article 
contained a translation of a letter from a Chinese 
in Pekin to a fellow-countryman in Shanghai, 
reporting the gossip of the capital on the subject, 
and giving details, many of which, such as the 
provision of Chinese interpreters for Russian ships, 
are too tidiculous for anything but opera-bouffe. 
China has made, and intends to make, no terti- 
torial cession whatever to Russia. There may be, 
and probably is, an arrangement in regard to an 
extension of the Siberian railway across Man- 
chutia to the sea. This is not a cession of terri- 
tory any more than the grant of the right to con- 
structa telegraph line across Persia to a British 
company is a cession of territory by Persia to 
Great Britain. 

The Berlin correspondent of the Standard 
writes :— 

With reference to Mr, Cutzon’s declaration, | 
_ learn on good authority that though Li Hung-chang 
is vot carrying a Treaty already concluded to the 
Tsar, he is, nevertheless, authorised to conclude 
one, and to render it binding for China by his 
signature. Russia, I am informed, will endeavour 
to persuade Chinato open a considerable number 
of her ports to the trade of all nations, but certain 
other ports she wants to have opened exclusively 
to Russia. The inland trade Russia also desires 
to obtain for herself, together with exclusive per- 
mission to establish commercial factories on several 
tivers, especially the Yalu and the Yangtsze 
Kiang, and, further, she wants to arrange for per- 
mission to build a railway from China, in the 
Transbaikal territory, through Manchuria, to an 
ice-free Chinese port, if possible Port Arthur. This 
port isto remain unfortified and open to the trade 
of all nations, but Russia wants to get another port 
near it, which she may fortify, furnish with docks, 
and connect with the above-mentioned railway by 
a branch line, She designs to use it as a point of 
support for the new East Asiatic Squadron which 
she contemplates creating. 


The statement of the Mr. Curzon’s, alluded 
_,to above, was made in the House of Commons 
‘on April 27th. The following is the report :— 





MR. SHERVINTON. 


To THE Epitor oF THE ‘JAPAN Matt.” 


S1r,—Referring to the paragraph which ap- 
peared in the Fapan Mai? of the and instant. As 
I am sure that Mr. T. R. Shervinton would re- 
gard the representation that he had been sudden- 
ly superseded in the position of Consulting Engi- 
neer to the Japan Railway Company, which he 
has so worthily filled for more than thirteen years, 
as a serious reflection upon his professional repu- 
tation, I beg to inform you that he still holds that 
appointment, and is likely to do so for several 
months to come: and although he may be ulti- 
mately succeeded by Mr. Pownall, that gentle- 
man has not yet become Consulting-Engineer to 
the Japan Railway Company. 


I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 
A. S. ALDRICH, 
Secretary for Foreign Business. 


Yokohama, June gth, 1896. 


{The simple facts of the case are that Mr. Pownall has been 
offered and has accepted the appointment, and that an agree- 
ment providing for his assumption of the duties from July xst, 
1896, was drawn up last March. It was never suggested in 
these columns that Mr. Shervinton had been “ suddenly 
superseded.””’ What notice may have been given to Mr. Sher- 
vinton or what arrangements have been made with him, we 
have no knowledge. e merely stated that the post now 
allotted to Mr. Pownall had been previously filled by Mr. 
Shervinton—Ep. J.) 








DANCE ON THE “ BAYVARD.” 
wine ane 

The officers of the Bayard gave a most 
enjoyable entertainment to a number of their 
friends on board the French flagship on the 
afternoon of the roth instant. Boats were in 
readiness at the Hatoba from 2.30 and the 
arrangements were in every way perfect. The 
ship was tastefully decorated with flags and 
greenery, the weather was beautiful, and danc- 
ing was kept up vigorously in spite of the heat 
till 7 o’clock, to the excellent music of the 
Bayard's band, 








FORMOSA. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN Malt.” 

Sir,—In the 3rd of May issue of the Fapan Mail 
appears the report of the last meeting of the 
Asiatic Society in which an abstract of my paper 
on Formosa read before the Society is inserted. 

In the attempt to condense the matter to a con- 
dition. of brevity that would not impose too heavily 
upon your space, the ideas I wished to convey 
have in one or two instances been subjected to such 
rearrangement that they appear slightly mislead- 
ing. ‘To correct such I seek the liberty of further 
encroaching upon the columns of the Mail. 

In answering a question regarding travelling 
along the savage border, I am quoted as saying 
that such would be dangerous because the Hakkas 
would be likely to interfere. The difficulties I 
mentioned as existing were that, on account of the 
disturbed state of the Hakka districts, the inha- 
bitants might make it troublesome for small 
parties by possibly attacking and plundering, 
although with Japanese scattered through the ter- 
ritory this would soon be brought to an end. 

Regarding the mineral resources of the island 
which are given as coal, iron, and gold, what the 
future will bring forth no one knows, but at pre- 
sent gold is a valuable export, coal is found in 
great quantities although but a trifle is exported, 
and of iron, while quartz has been discovered, it is 
not known to exist in paying quantities. 

The savages are as a rule good hunters, but it 
is not known that they have made any attempts 
at fishing, although their territory on the east coast 
is accessable to what should be good fishing 
grounds. 

The Hollander who was dispatched from For- 
mosa to Japan on a special mission and who later 








SEALING GROUNDS OF FAPAN. 
ee ——-— > —- - — +e 

The Musashi Kan, that left for the coasts of 
Hokkaido on the 6th of April, to patrol the seal- 
ing grounds there, has lately returned and a re- 
port has been submitted by her commander 
to the Minister of the Navy. The report, given 
in the Zokyo Shimbun, publishes the list of 
sealing vessels that have touched at Yokohama 
since January last, together with the number of 
their crews, The list comprises 16 vessels, 
mostly British, the average number of the crew 
being 23 men. Next follows a list of sealing 
vessels that have entered Oginohama, Yamada, 
and Miyako harbours. Of the 5 vessels that 
entered Oginohama two were owned by Japan- 
ese and the others by Americans, while the 
number of skins brought by them ranged be- 
tween 100 and 42, the average being 45.6. 
One American and four English vessels entered 
Yamada for the purpose of obtaining a supply 
of water, and they had on board skins ranging 
between 220 to 46, the average being about 104. 
Miyako was visited by three vessels all owned 
by Japanese ; they had on board over 200 skins, 
on an average. The usual haunts of seals be- 
tween the latter part of February and the end of 
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finally stopped a short distance this side of the 
Shokonsha shrine on Kudan,—a good two miles’ 
run! He repeated his former question which I 
quietly responded lo as before; but the poor fellow’s 
bewilderment when, at last, something like thought ° 
took possession of him, was too much for me, so | 
paid him off, and left him, let us hope, thinking. 
Now, that is a case to which none of your sup- 
positions apply; the man was by himself, not 
surrounded by other finvikishas, and he was not 
in the vicinity of either a foreign settlement or 
No. * * * * 

Yours truly, M. 

Tokyo, June 6th, 1896. 


[According to  M.’s” account, the sinrikisha drawer took him 
in the direction he was pursuing at the moment of engaging 
the man. After that the events speak for themselves. On the 
whole, “a good two miles’ run” does not seem too long fora 
Jinribisha coolie to discover that he has got a phenomenon for 
afare. And the idea, the deliciously sententious idea, of de- 
ducing from such data the theory that “the Japanese do not 
think’? !!—Ep. 7.M,] 





evidence;” the two native Commissioners united 
with Mr. H. J. Wilson in urging stringent pro- 
hibitory recommendations; and the Majority 
Report, notwithstanding its ex parte character, 
recommends that licenses for the sale of opium- 
smoking compounds should be withheld throughout 
India. 


Opium tn INDIA.—A Blue Book to be issued shortly 
will contain the comments of the Indian Government on 
the Report of the Opium Commission. ‘The despatch has 
already been published in the Indian Gasetfe, and we are 
glad to note that the two specific recommendations of the 
Majority Report are practically accepted. These were, 
that the system of dealing direct with the cultivators, already 
generally in force in the Benares Opium Agency, should be 
extended to the Rehar Agency. towards which aim the 
Indian Government has agreed tv adopt tentative measures. 
The object is to prevent oppression and corruption on the 
part of subordinate officials. Ihe second recommendation 
was that throughout India licences for the sale of opium- 
smoking compounds should be withheld, a measure already 
in force in three provinces, ‘he Indian Government states 
that it has already “ accepted the pulicy of attempting to 
check opium smoking in India by diminishing the facilities 
for the practice of the habit.” The stringent prohibitory 
recommendations of the two native Commissioners and Hi, 
J. Wilson, M.P., on this point are rejected. 

The Report of the Royal Commission on Opium was 
issued in April. With such an appointment, and with the 
Indian Government acting as counsel for the defence, and 
its officials arranging much of the evidence, it was not 
expected that a Repet in accord with the views of the 
opponents of opium would be forthcoming. The publication 
of the Report was hailed by many as a prelude to the 
collapse of the anti-opium agitation, But this is far from 
being the case. On the platform and in the press the con- 
duct of the Committee was exposed. ‘The Minority Report 
of H, J. Wilson, M.P., was a careful traversal of the whole 
ground, and has greatly reassured those who might other- 
wise have been shalten by the Report of the majority. 
The fact remains that the House had previously declared 
that the system by which the Indian revenue is raised 1s 
‘‘morally indefensible,” and the day must come, sooner 
or later, when the House will, with added conviction, 
revert to itsformer position. The winter campaign against 
the trattic was opened by an important conference on the 
13th December, and it 1s clear that the opponents of the 
evil have no intention of laying down their arms. 


Yours respectfully, HH. HARTSHORNE. 
Tokyo, June 4th, 1896. 


became governor, was a Mr, Nuits, not Naito, as 
it appears in your columns. 


Yours truly, JAMES W. DAVIDSON. 
Tokyo, June 4th, 1896. 


THE NEW PEERS. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE ‘‘ JAPAN Malt,” 


Sir,—Reading your note on the ‘ New Peers” 
in the Fapan Mail of to-day’s date, I have been 
much interested and somewhat surprised that you 
have such a wide knowledge concerning Japanese 
personages of the present era, These were, how- 
ever, two mistakes which, as a Japanese historian, 
I may be allowed to correct. 


Baron Itami was a chief retainer (& Kk x), 


or Shotaibu (#e., high civil diguitary) of the 
prince priest in the suite of Seirvenin-no.miya® 
(afterwards Kuni-no-miya), and bad the ttle of 
VYamato-no- Kami (K pl rf). 

Baron Nakajima (SS BL not {8 f7) was a 
retainer of Awa, not of Saga (Marquis Hachisuka), 
and is said to be one of the Ronins that took off 
the heads of the images of the thirteen Shoguns 
of the Ashikaga dynasty at the temple of Joji-in 
in Kioto, and exhibited them on the Sanjo bridge, 
the object being to convey a bint to the Toku- 
gawa Shogunate that, unless they showed fidelity 
to the Emperor, the images of their own Regents 
would be similarly treated by future generations. 


I am, yours truly, 


TAKAYA HIKOICHI. 
June 6th, 1896. 


(Sei ren in mon xeki), He was uot in 
* rf BC Ba FA 4 the suite of Prince Sanjo, as you say. 
























































RAILWAY MISMANAGEMENT. 


To THE EniToR OF THE “ JAPAN Malt,”’ 


S1r,—The Railway Authorities feel it but due 
to the Department to endeavour to remove the 
erroneous impression conveyed by the statements 
made in a paragraph which appeared in your 
issue of 26th May, headed “ Railway Mismanage- 
ment,” by requesting you to kindly publish the 
facts of the occurrence referred to. 


It is well known, and to none better than the 
Railway Officials, that Sunday is the day of all the 
week when First and Second Class Passenpers are 
most numerous, and naturally every effort is made 
to provide accommodation for them. 


On Sunday, May 24th, a large proportion of the 
reserve carriages of those two classes was needed 
for a special train for H.ILH. Prince Haru from 
Kodzu to Tokyo, and also for special trains with 
troops from Shimbashi to Hiroshima. All the 
available carriage not in use for those specials and 
forthe regular sunning trains were drawn to Yoko- 
bama and Tokyo. At the former station, the 
trains previous to the 10.25 a.m, had used up the 
whole of the reserve stock, with the exception of 
one second class, which was actually attached to 
that train to supplement vehicles usually run with 
it. An exceptional number of passengers, however, 
came for the previous train at 9.50, so that it was 
necessary to take this second class cariiage in order 
to give them seats. But for this circumstance, there 
would have been an extra second class carriage 
to seat 32 people in the 10.25 train. When that 
train left there was not a spare Ist or 2nd class 
carriage at Yohohama. From this you will see 
that there was no indifference shown by the officials 
to the requirements of travellers, but on the con- 
trary every effort was made to do everything 
possible to serve them. As an evidence of this, 
too, I would mention that the Yokohama Station- 
master, on the morning in question, sent no less 
than 21 telegraph messages with the object of 
obtaining additional rst and 2nd class carriages 
for use at his station. 


During the past year or so the traffic of the 
Railways has increased by leaps and bounds, 
that it has not been possible yet to make provision 
adequately for a growth so unforeseen and unex- 
pected. ‘Ihe authorities are now, however, taking 
active steps to largely add to both the passenger 
and goods stock, and generally to improve the 
service. . 

With regard to that portion of the charge against 
the management, of passengers having been re- 
fused tickets and taking the law into their own 
hands at the Yokohama station, and forcing their 
way to the train, I am assured that nothing of the 
kind occurred. The booking cleck explained 
that rst and and class tickets could not be issued 
because there was no accommodation, but refusal 
togrant third class tickets was never made. In 
fact all the passengers, with the exception of 
two late arsivals for Omori, were provided 
with tickets of one class or another, and these 
two were permitted, through the courtesy of the 
staff, to enter the train without, so that they might 
not suffer the inconvenience of being left behind. 
The train started four minutes late in consequence 
of the large number of passengers travelling by it, 
and the difficulty of finding seats for them. The 
fares of these unbooked passengers were paid 
without demur on arrival at Omori, and neither 
there nor at Yokohama was any trouble, arising 
from that particular circumstance, given to the 
passengers, or experienced by the officials. 


I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


MITSUGU SENGOKU, 
Traffic Manager, 





LADIES AND JAPANESE WRESTLING. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “* JAPAN MaAit.”’ 


Sir,—With regard to the question, raised in 
your paper, as to whether it is decent for ladies to 
look at Japanese wrestlers, I may supply you with 
a fact which seems to sliow that you are mis- 
taken. Last month Prince Mori gave a garden 
party, inviting some foreign gentlemen and ladies 
—in the proper sense of the term—=together with 
many Japanese in high official positions, mostly 
with their wives, also * ladies ’’ in the proper sense 
ofthe term. Among the entertainments Prince 
Mori offered to his guests, the main show consist- 
ed of 15 to 20 wrestlers, who went, in their ps ofes- 
sional scanty costume, for two hours through their 
usual performances, Princess Mori and all the 
guests, gentlemen and “ladies,” looking at the 
spectacle. 

Now, since I can not assume that Prince Mori 
intended an affront to his guests, your former 
statement must be wrong, for such a man ought 
to know what is decent for Japanese ladies. 

By the way, since I. am just abusing the space 
of your paper, I should like to ask another ques- 
tion. Doubtless the value of your paper would 
be increased in the eyes of at least some of your 
readers, if, among the telegrams of the Derby and 
the cricket matches, a fact like the death of 
Heinrich von Treitschke were shortly mentioned. 
Do you not think so? 


Believe me, dear Sir, your sincerely, 
DR. M. CHRISTLIEB. 
Tokyo, June 5th, 1896. 


[As to the telegrain question, we agree. But apparently Reuter 
does notw-En, J AE} . ; 


“DOES A JAPANESE THINK?” 


To THE EpiITorR OF THE ‘JAPAN MAIL,” 


S1r,—However startling some of the theories of 
the brilliant author of “ Occult Japan” may be to 
many old residents (because, doubtless, they do not 
think), surely none who have ever read that master- 
ly production will deny the thoroughness of Mr. 
Lowell’s methods. The mass of facts collected with 
infinite skill and patience might seem even supere 
fluous were it simply a question of establishing the 
correctness of a theory; but Mr. Lowell’s art goes 
much beyond that of the dryasdust statistician or 
the ponderous superficiality of your modern leader 
writer. He produces literature. Is it fair to cull 
a single statement from a book as if it were the 
only one bearing on the point at issue and describe 
it as “‘infinitesmal dataP’’ As a matter of fact, 
you either misunderstand Mr. Lowell altogether, 
oc you have not read the book under notice. ‘ The 
Soul of the Far East,” published many years ago, 
was wiilten (o prove the author’s theory of the 
impersonality of the Japanese race, and those who 
know how to read our author aright cannot fail to 
see that “Occult Japan” is a further contribution 
to that thesis. If a man devotes something like 
fifteen years to a study of his subject, he can, with 
justice, scarcely be accused of “running away 
with an unestablished theory without pausing to 
consider whither he is going.” It is you, Sir, 
who have made the wrong deductions, Look at 
a single dash of colour in a brilliant picture and at 
nothing else, and you may feel the same sort of 
surprise as you did in reading the statement that 
‘a Japanese does not think ;” apart from its con- 
text and its intention, the remark is well calculated 
to rouse us to really thiuk about the people we 
allempt lo pourtray instead ofthoughtlessly adding 
to the vast stock of sugary comment that has been 
lavished on them. The fact that a Japanese 
always tells the jimikishasman where he wishes to 
be taken does not disprove Mr. Lowell’s assertion 
that the man would tun off with him into space, 
so to speak, if he didnot tell him. Personally, I 
put the matter to the proof, and here is the result. 
I was walking quietly along by Atagoshita when 
a jincikisha-man accosted me. I told him I did 
not want to tide; he persisted, and finally I sat 
down in the jintiklsha without uttering a word. 
Off he started and in a few minutes halted before 
the Foreign Office to demand where I wished to 
go. LT ceplied in clear and precise language that 
I was siding for his pleasure, not for mines that 
I did not wish to go anywhere, that he had begged 
me to ride and I was only obliging him. Without 
another word being exchanged, he s‘aited off 
again, taking me past the Staff Office, up by the 
Moat, then behind the British Legation until he 


To tHe EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 

S1r,~— As to your question, regarding the de- 
cency of ladies looking at wrestles, I beg to state 
that I only wanted to supply the fact of Fapanese 
ladies doing so at Prince Mori’s entertainment. 
I do not draw any inferences from it as to foreign 
ladies. With tegard to the perplexing contradic. 
tion of what we cal! * Pruderie” with the décolleté 
dress, I am perfectly of your opinion. 


Believe me, dear Sir, yours sincerely, 


Dr. M. CHRISTLIEB. 
Tokyo, June 8th, 1896. 


OPIUM. 


To THe Epiror OF THE “ JAPAN Matt.” 


S1r,—As bearing on theimportant subject of your 
editorial in yesterday’s Fapan Maal on the Opium 
question, allow me to ask for the insertion ef the 
following paragraphs from the Friead, au English 
periodical representing the Society of Friends in 
England. Three points are especially notable : 
the Minority Report of Mr. H. J. Wilson, M.P., 
a member of the Commission, strongly protests 
against the manner in which the inquiry was con- 
ducted in India, “ officials arranging much of the 


June 8th, 1896. 


(The consideration shown by the Railway Authorities in offering 
a tale explanation will be appreciated by the public-—Eb. 
» ° 
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PAGANS. 


To THe EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN Mai.” 

Sirn,—In The Independent, of New York, occurs 
the following statement :— The Japanese ate still 
pagans. They propose to celebrate their recent 
victories by erecting a pipantic statue of Buddha, 
the metal of which will be supplied from the 
ordnance captured in the late war. It will be 120 
ft. high, will costs $1,000,000, and will be erected 
at Kyoto.” 

Aside from the fitst assertion, I should like to 
inquire whether there is any proposal to erect 
such a statue. 

Yours uly, D. 


June roth, 1896. 


(We have not heard of any such proposal, and do not believe 
that it has beeu made.—Ep 7M.) 


THE LATE MR. TETSUKICHI 
SHIMIDZU, F.C.S. 


To THE EDITOR OF rHe ‘‘ JAPAN MAIL.” 

S1r,—Your Chicago correspondent’s letter in 
to-day’s issue (June roth) in recording the death 
of Mr. Tetsukichi Shimidzu in Chicago last month, 
has been misinformed as to who he was. He had 
never been in the University of Chicago and was 
therefore unknown to ils students. That Dr. 
Ikuta (of the University) should attend the funeral 
was due to the (wo chemists having been together 
in the Kobu-dai-gakko or College of Engineering. 

Mr. Shimidzu must have been nearly forty when 
he died after a year or more’s serious illness from 
tu@erculosis, He finished his courses in Chemistry 
in the College of Engineering in 1883, graduating 
with great distinction. Hethen worked on with 
me for two years, published several investigations 
before the London Chemical Society, and was 
elected a Fellow of that body in 1886. By that 
time he had become one of the chemists in the 
Department of Agriculture and Commerce. He 
took an active part as Secretary at one time of 
the Tokyo Chemical Society, and at another of the 
Japan Society of Engineers and was an ex- 
ceptionally active and genial servant of these 
Societies. Although his promotion was compara- 
tively rapid in the Government service, he de- 
cided some six years ago to go to America to work 
under his friend Mr. Takamine in developing the 
use of the saké ferments for the preparation of 
diastase, maltose, whisky, etc. 

Mr. Shimidzu was of most amiable disposition, 
cheerful, self-sacrificing, and unassuming, while 
his abilities were of a very high order. He was 
unmarried, and was the only child of his widowed 
mother. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 


EDWARD DIVERS. 
June roth, 1896. 





FIELD-MARSHAL YAMAGATA AND THE 
SINGLE TAX. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN MAIL,” 


Siz,—There is an interesting piece of news fur 
both foreigners and Japanese in a late number 
of the Single Tax Courier, the national organ of 
the Single Taxers of the United States, which I 
forward he:ewith, hoping you may be pleased to 
lay it before your readers. The question of taxation 
as it bears upon all the interests of life, should be 
of interest to all regardless of occupation. Yet of 
a scientific taxation, most people, otherwise well in- 
formed, are very ignorant. Should Field-Marshal 
Yamagata start the consideration of the subject 
here in Japan, he will, in my opinion, at least have 
done a noble service. 

Some may be interested to know that a Single 
Tax Society has been organized in Nishiki-cho, 
Kanda-ku. 


Yours respectfully, CHAS. E. GARST. 


Field Marshall Yamagata, of the Japanese army, who 
a week or two ago passed through the United States on his 
way to St. Petersburg, is interested in the’ single tax and 
is anxious to know whether it can be put in practice in his 
country. The general is an old friend of Jokich! Taki- 
mine, president uf the Takimine Ferment Co., Chicago, 
who some years ago was gg Hci Sees of the Japanese 
department of chemistry. While holding that position his 
friend Yamagata was Minister of the Interior, and for 
three months they travelled together on horseback through 
the sparsely settled regions of Japan, accompanied by His 
Excellency, K. ‘Tsuyuki, another high official of the Japan- 
ese Government. [t was during this tour that Mr. Taka- 
mine explained to his companions the single tax philosophy, 
and made a pronounced impression on them. 

Both Yamagata and Tsuyuki called on Mr. Takamine 
while passing through Chicago last month, when the 
single tax was again discussed with increased interest. 
The Japanese government, as a consequence of the war 
with Ghina, is confronted with the grave problem of get- 
ting more revenue. New taxes will have to be levied or a 
new system devised by which adequate revenue can be 


raised. Some members of the Japanese government favour 
an additional tax on sakd the national drink of the country. 
Saké is a product of rice, and although alcoholic in prin- 
ciple is a comparatively mild and harmless beverage. Mr. 
Takamine, among others of his countrymen, predicts that 
such a tax would have the effect of driving the Japanese 
to the use of stroneer and deleterious drinks which would 
be positively injurious to their habits and morals. It is 
said that Yamagata sees the force of this argument and is 
more eager than ever to understand the practical side of 
the tax on land values. 

The Field. Marshal is a radical in politics, having been a 
leader in the revolution which won for his country repre- 
sentative government, and would be an ideal man to 
inaugurate the single tax movement in yenae and give it 
political effect Conditions in Japan differ radically from 
those in the United States. Economic reform in that 
country usually begins at the top among the men in 
authority. The single tax impressions received by Yama- 
gata and Msuyuki, therefore, may yet lead to fundamental 
changes in the political fabric of Japan. 


CRICKET. 
SEE EEEEEREEam _esiunenmeeeneenmend 
BLUFF VBRSUS SETTLEMENT. 

Ideal cricketing weather prevailed on Saturday 
when the annual match, Bluff versus Settlement, 
took place un the ¥.C, and A.C. ground, but the 
attendance of spectators was poor. The cricket, 
itself, was not very remarkable save for the splen- 
did stand nade by Walford, who saved the honouw 
of the Bluff just when it looked as though all was 
over bar the shouting. The Settlement went in 
first, and playing twelve men made a score of 127 
against very poor fielding. Then the Bluff follow- 
ed and lost four men for 64 1uns3 wickets fell 
rapidly, and at 116 nine men had been dismissed. 
Walford, however, playing a sound game, stuck to 
his task, and when stumps were drawn at half-past 
six o'clock he carried out his bat for 57, and the 
score stood at 176 with a wicket to spare. Craw. 
ford’s 43 included 1 four, 4 threes, and 10 twos: 
Walford’s comprised 2 fours, 5 threes, and 7 twos. 
Scores :— 


SRITLEMEAT. 
ie te ad c. Porch, b. Kingdon ... soe 22 
Mr. H. V. Dickinson, b. Goddard ... “ oo. 28 
Mr. FE. H. Sugbird, b. Kingdon Pe és ine + 10 
Mr. F. C. K. Johnson, c, Goddard, b. Kingdon... 12 
Mr. J. Dodds, b. Goddard _,,, wee iss tea re) 
Dr. Wheeler, b. Kingdon __... ° 


Mr, Eddison, c. Walford, b. Sakamoto... ase ase ve 6 
Rev. !.S. Tyng, b. Goddard... ~* ... a ee: 
Mr. F. J. Lias, c. Duff, b» Walford... 
Mr. A. J. Watt, b. Goddard .., eee 
Mr. C. McGerrow, b. Goddard : ies oes woe (0 
. B. Mason, not out.. sec aan vee ate ove oe 2 
Mr. W. Goddard, b. Goddard ses sue nis see ee O 
7 A. Lloyd, b. Goddard ove oes ooo ooe .oe owe O 
b. 12, 1.b.4 ae sae eas aaa see ies oe 3S 


Bow.itne ANALYSIS. 


‘ue Waltecd B. R: M. w. 
r. Walford... oe 55D I 
Mr. Porch |. fee ge. ees ae 
Mr, Goddard... OF 32 bj 7 
Mr. Kingdon see ws. 60 24 2 4 
Mr. Sakamoto Ts «go 80632 z z 


Buurr. 
Mr. K. FE. Crawford, c. Cocksedge, b, Johnson ... 
Mr. C. M. Duff, b. Bugbird ... ei vs ose ae aie 
Mr. F. J. Healing, c. Cocksedge, b. Lias... sie eae we 


Mr. F. H. Schurr, c. McGerrow, b. Lias ... ro 
Mr. A. Kingdon, c. Wheeler, b. Johnson... ote to 
Mr. G. Allcock, c. McGerrow, b. Lias __... vee . 3 
Mr. A. B. Walford, not out ... Pert asa . - 57 
Mr. A. Sakamoto, b. Lias . 
Mr. H. Tennant, run not eee sen eae vs ous we (0 
Mr. H. S. Goddard, c. Tyng, b. McGerrow vi a oe 4 
Mr. Porch, not out eos rr) oon eee ose 4 


b. 33, 1.b. 3. W. 6 oes one oo one Re a 23 


Bowtino ANALYsi8. 








bec it ; B. Re Me. We. WIDRS. 
r. Lias... ooo +250 69 8 4 - 
Mr. Bugbird ... 65 3zr ®@ z 3 
Mr. Johnson one 85 33 z 2 _ 
Mr. Mason as § ° z ° _ 
Mr. Dickinson... 1. 90 = aE o o = 
Mr. McGerrow eae §O 10 2 1 3 
Mr; Watt we 39 § rr OQ@ — 
BASEBALL. 
——_—_—_—__<>——______—- 


YOKOHAMA VBRSUS THE TOKYO HIGHER SCHOOL. 


The Tokyo Higher School repeated their victory 
of a fortnight ago by defeating a team of foreign 
baseballers on the Cricket Ground on Friday 
afternoon. The Yokohama team was made up of 
four players from the Y.C. and A.C., and five 
from the U.S.S. Charleston aud Detroit, but 
they were no match for the active ‘Tokyo 
students, who managed to score 28 runs to 
g made by the home team. It must of course 
be borne in mind that schoolboys with their 
daily opportunities for practise, their constant 
matches and sparer figures, have always the ad- 
vaulage over a team of grown men, hastily brought 
together, who have not played together before and 
besides are never in practise, even at the best of 
limes, save in match games. Still one expected a 
little better showing than was made by the fo- 
reigners on Friday ; their first four innings produc- 
ed not a single run. The play of the Japanese 
youths was smart throughout, the fielding admir- 
ably sure, the pitching of Aoi and the catching 
of Fujino remarkably clever. The day was brilli- 


Google 


antly fine, threugh cool for the time of year, and 
the ground was thronged with some hundreds of 
Japanese spectators who cheered most impartially 
every goed point developed in the pame, whether 
by their own men ov by the foreign players, Mae. 
Geo. E. Rice again cfficiated as scorer, and Mr, 
Mertiman was the umpire. Scores == 


Toxyo Hiauer Scxoot. Y.C. & AC. 
Pos. Russ. Our. Pos, Rune. Orr, 
Ibara... 44. 58 3 4 Ellis... 4. 30 z 4 
Murata ... ... 3B P| 3 Chipman 1 LF ° 4 
Miyaguchi ... 18 3 3 Abel... CF ° 2 
Tominaga .., te 4 ° Golden ... .., € r 3 
AOi wok cee tee P 3 4 Douglass .. 3B 2 2 
Fujino ... w. C x 6 Cullen wo. P 2 3 
Incue eos 28 4 2 Whitney « RF 1 4 
Kamimura .., RF 5 z Tilden 1.0... 8s 2 3 
Moriwaki... cr 3 a | Casey . IB ° 3 
Total 280 ag Total 9 19 
INNINGS. 
7323456789 
Tokyo... .. «393 2 2 © 7 4 2 4=28 
Y.C.& A.C. 1.0000 320% 4=9 





TONIC SOL-FA CONCERT AT THE 


PUBLIC HALL. 
——___@——_ 
The sixth concert of the Tonic Sol-fa Juvenile 
Choral Society of Yokohama took place on Fuii- 
day week in the Public Hall, and was for the 
benefit of Mrs. Patton, the Musical Directiess. 
The Hall was well filled with an appreciative 
audience, and like every other concert with which 
Mrs. Patton has been connected, this passed 
off with great success. Yokohama is deeply in- 
debted to Mis. Patton for her unflagging zeal 
in the cause of Tonic Sol-fa music, and the im- 
provement that she has achieved, in company 
with Miss Bloxham, in local canons of musical 
taste has been very marked. During the course 
of the Concert last evening, Mr. J. C. Hall, 
H.B.M.’s Acting Consul at Yokohama, paid 
a warm tribute of praise to Mrs. Patton ou be- 
half of the audience present, and Mrs. Patton in 
acknowledging the compliment spoke of the many 
obstacles and discouragements that have bestrewn 
her path since her first arrival in Japan. She ex- 
plained how the Juvenile Choral Society’s choir 
had dwindled from 45 members to 15—the num- 
ber present on the platform last evening—and gave 
her opinions as to the causes that had brought 
this about. Mrs; Patton also expressed tegret 
that the Japanese authorities had declined to in- 
troduce the Tonic Sol-fa system at the Uyeno 
Academy of Music, and uttered a hope that the 
mistake might be rectified in the course of time. 
Incidentally she stated that the Tonic Sol-fa 
method had been introduced in the Mission 
Schools of Japan, ranging further nocth than Hako- 
date and farther south than Nagasaki, and success 
had attended it everywhere. 


The Concert began with the following pieces, 
all of which were pleasingly rendered :—Tiio on 
two pianos, ‘Spanish Dances,” Nos. 4 and 1 
(Moskowski), Misses M. and N. Schwabe and 
Miss Diack; Chorus ‘ Sweet Spring, all hail!” 
(Birch), the Society; Pianoforte duet, ‘ Andante 
in G” (Batiste), Misses Sargent and Loomis; 
Double vocal duet, “ Only a lullaby,’? Misses D, 
and N. Mudie, Masters R: Loomis and A. Hut- 
chison; Double duet and chorus, ‘ Children’s 
Voices”? (Claribel), Misses M. and N. Schwabe, 
A. Diack, E. Jacmain, aud the Society; Pianoforte 
duet—(a) ‘‘An Ancient Poetical Tale,” (6) 
“ Ninon,’’ Misses D. and N. Mudie; Chorus, in 
two parts, ‘* Vocal Polka’’ (Birch), the Society; 
Vocal duet, ‘*Music and her Sister Song ” 
(S. Glover), Misses Loomis and Sargent. The 
first half conclided with a tender arrange- 
ment by Miss Bloxham, of Ascher’s ‘* Alice, 
where art thou?” Miss Bloxham took the solo 
and the Society the chorus; so nicely was it ren- 
dered that an enthusiastic encore was awarded. 
Miss Eyton, who has improved wonderfully in 
touch, expression, and phrasing, opened Part II. 
with a spinning song of Litolf’s. The perfor- 
mance was greatly appreciated. Then Miss 
Loomis, dressed as a Swiss Maiden from Luceine, 
sang " The Toy Gil.” She was followed by two 
dainty wee Georgian figures, Miss D. Mudie and 
Master A. Hutchison, who sang with charming 
childish grace the old-world catch ‘* Where ate you 
going to my pretty maid P” Loud and long were 
the plaudits that rang out as the little couple 
finished, and nothing would please but a cepeti- 
tion; awish they graciously complied with. Miss 
Sargent, whose sweet young contralto has before 
been heard to advantage at these concerts, took 
the house by storm with her rendering of Tie 
moon and I,” being to the life in her Japanese 
costume one of “ the three little maids from school.” 
She also was encored. After a capital duet on two 
pianos— Marche Triomphale” (Goria), Misses 
Eyton and N. Schwabe—the Misses Loomis and 
Sargent made the hit of the evening in You shau’t 
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play in our yard.” They were both dressed in ac- 
cordance with the description given in the song; but 
the pretty voices and charming manners of the 
little ladies needed no adventitious aids. 
liant future awaits Miss Sargent on the concert 


platform if her sweet voice is not spoiled by pre- 
mature exertion and forced development. The duet 
was encored and the children sang the last verse 
—the verse of happy reconciliationmagain. The 
concert concluded with ‘* The Gipsy’s Tent,” sung 


in character by the Society. 
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LETIER FROM CHICAGO. 
—_——_j——_—_ 
(FRom ouR owN CORRESPONDENT.) 





Chicago, May 13. 

Everything seems to point to William McKinley 
as the next President of the United States. He is 
known the world over as the author of the 
* McKinley Tariff Bill.” 

We have tbeen having mid-summer weather 
here since the 20th of April. The heat is oppres- 
sive and much sickness is the result. The open 
sewers in a Japanese city are not half so offensive 
to one’s nose as these uncleaned alleys in Chicago. 
They smell like a country hog-pen. 

The boulevards and public packs in this city are 
so crowded with bicycles on Sundays that it be- 
comes dangerous for pedestrians to venture out. 
But perhaps the greatest danger is to the bicyclists 
themselves. One man’s neck was broken last 
Sunday, and every Monday morning one reads 
of broken bones, bruises, and dislocated joints as 
the result of Sunday’s outings. Yesterday a man 
can into a baby carriage in which were twins. 

. They were “spilled out” on the street unhurt, but 
the man was carried to a hospital in an uncon- 
scious condition. 

Mr. Tetsukichi Shimidzu, a Japanese student at 
the University of Chicago, was buried here yester- 
day. He waswell liked by all the students, and 
many attended his funeral. The following were 
the pall-bearers: Dr. M. Ikuta, George Ingersoll, 

- K. Suya, E. Moore, K. Tukiji, J. Ishiure. The 
burial was at Oakwoods. 

The General Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, now in session at Cleveland, Ohio, 
has some important questions to deal with. Three 
women came up with proper credentials as elected 
lay delegates, and these women are just now the 
most widely talked of and written about of any 
females in America, The discussions that came 
up over their admission has attracted much atten. 
tion outside of church circles. One of these lady 
delegates is a missionary from China and another 
comes from India. ‘They have been given their seats 
but it isnot to be made a precedent, and the whole 
question of admitting women delegates to this high- 
est legislative body of the church is to be referred 
back to the various conferences for another vote, 
But they might just as well admit them now for they 
are coming to stay. Several new Bishops will 
probably be elected, and it is said that one will be 
permanently stationed in Japan and one in China, 
Dr. G. Honda, President of Aoyama College, and 
Prof. Asada, of the same school, are the official 
delegates from Japan to this conference. There 
are delegates from all the continents of the earth, 

William E. Curtie relates the following incident 
about an old negro woman’s experience with the 
new kind of “ ministers ” in Washington :— 


The wife of a member of the Cabinet brought with 
her to Washington last fall an old-fashioned coloured 
mammy who is famous for her piety and her cooking, 
and the dinners she has prepared during the last two 
seasons have been the delight of the cabinet circle and 
the diplomatic corps, because they have been so differ- 
ent from the conventional dinners furnished by the 
fashionable caterers and the French chefs. There has 
been nothing like them in Washington since the war. 
But the other day Aunt Melinda came to her mistress 
with a very solemn air and decided that she was going 
back to Georgia; that she could not live in “ dishyah 
wicked, Godeforsaken town no moh.” 

A little questioning disclosed the cause of dissatis- 
faction. Mammy’s heart was broken. 

“ T’'se toiled an? I’s ’spired in dat dark ole basement 
kitchen, ober dat good. for-nothin’ range, which ain't 
no place for decent cooking nohow, ’spacilly fer sech 
as has hed cook houses’ all ter theirselves, an’ l’se got 
the best dinners in de town, ca’se you’se told me so 
you’self, Miss Susie, ’sposin’ dat dose forren ministers 
what comes hyar so offen was gospel men. But las’ 
week I find deys nuthin’ but good-for-nonthin’ worth. 
less, triflin’ trash, dat ain’t no preacher's talk, and ain’t 
no better dan infiddles. Dey don’t preach nowhere, 
an’ dey don’t go to no church, an’ dey ain’t go no re. 
ligion, an’ som’ er em caynt speak the Christian langu- 
- age. I cayn’t cook for no such folks Miss Susie, no, 
I cay’ot. { b’long to de lo’d’s people, an’ I cayn’t,” 
woe May number of the Methodist Review of 

issions ? contalms a picture and biographical 
sketch of the Hou. T. H, Yuu, who is ice Mini 
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ster of Education in Korea. 


reads like a romance. 


without a body guard, he goes alone quietly walk- 
ing on the streets and even appears in native 
chapels and preaches, while still in official costume, 
to all the people. 


Mr. Alex. P. Hall, a bright young lawyer of 


Atlanta, Georgia, has made himsetf famous by 
writing an article in which he advocates * the free 


and unlimited coinage of pig-iron at a ratio of 
16 to t with gold, independent of all other na- 


tions.” Mr. Hall’s wit and sarcasm are worthy 
of Dean Swilt, and he has set the people laughing 
at the advocates of the free coinape of silver. 
The article ought to be incorporated into our 
books on political economy. Such alesson leaves 
an impression, 


Governor Morton has signed the bill in spite of 
the vigorous protest of the people of Brooklyn 
creating the ‘Greater New York”? and now the 
two cities will be put under one municipality. Poor 
Brooklyn is to bepitied. Itis simply a gigantic 
scheme to put the boodlers of New York into 
greater power without any prospects of better go- 
vernment to either city. In this connection the 
following statistics relating to the two cities com- 
bined may be of interest :— 


Churches ....cccce-esesesecsesceseee @ 1,100 
Post-offices seosesssessseeeseneeeaes go 
Debt cicisiscnssecsecccasscncasisaes's 170,000,000 
Taxable property ....cscsesseeee  29583,324,329 
Business houses sscsccccssseccenes 37,000 
Dwellings wcsscccccccccerectcecees 130,000 
Parks, ACES .reccesoececee consee 6,000 
Miles paved streets and sewers goo 
Miles gas MAINS ...cceccoeeweees 1,800 
Miles of street and elevated 

CANIWAYS recrcccccessccarecres 1,100 
Hotels ...ccsccccsccscccsvercceceeess 1,100 
Public scho0ls,..cccccssessceverers 350 


Following are the area and population of the 
corporations to Le comprised in Greater New 
York. The population figures are those of the 
censues of 1892. The natural increase would 
wake the total about 3,000,000 :— 


Area in sq. miles. 


New Yor le City eeececcesece 


Population. 


38.51 0040661 ,801,793 


Brooklyt) ...ccccssscceesseseee 775k evesee 995,276 
Richmond County ..sscccee 57:UQsareee 539542 
Flushing .c.ccccssseneceseesee 29:O5.00004 19,803 
Port Hempstead ..,...... 17-86...... 17,756 
Jamaica cissscccssserecceesee GoHSOseeere 14,441 
Long Island City .....c000 JeTgeereee 30,500 
NeWwl0w) ..cssscccsvesecceseee 2E32eecere 17,549 
Jamaica Bay .......sccc00e 25-3008 
East Chester, West Chester, 

and Pelham......ccevee 50.00.0008 35,000 








Total sserseeceoanases$5Q-7 5 000nse2sQ05.422 


* The area of London is 688, of Paris 297, of Chicago x89, and 
of Philadelphia za9 square miles. 








THE RAILWAYS OF FAPAN. 
—_——_——__—__—_—_——- 
Str E. Satow to Tue Marquis or SarisBurr. 


Tokyo, January 9, 1896. 
My Lorp,—I, have the honour to forward 
herewith a Report which Mr. G. Lowther, Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of Legation, has diawn up 
on the Railways of Japan. 


I have, &c., 


. (Signed) ERNEST SATOW. 


Mr. Ggratp LowruerR To Sir E. Satow. 


Tokyo; December 31, 1895. 
Sir,—I have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith a Report which I have drawn up on the 
Railways of Japan, together with a map of the 
country, showing the existing lines of railway and 
the lines in courses of construction. 


For the figures dealing with the past fiscal year, 
I have been guided by the last Annual Report, 
which has recently appeared, and I am much 
indebied to Mr. C. A. W. Pownall, M.1.C.E., and 
Mr. F.H. Trevithick, M.I.C.E., English Engineers, 
in the service of the Japanese Railways, for infor 
mation which I hope may be found to be of interest. 


I have, &c., 


(Signed) GeraRD LOWTHER. 


GgeNERAL DgSCRIPTION OF JAPAN. 


Japan consists of four principal islands, besides 
a number of smaller islands. These four are called 
Yezo, Hondo, Shikoku, and Kiushiu. The total 
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Mr. Yun is a licens- 
ed Methodist preacher, and the story of his life 
He writes and speaks Eng- 
lish fluently, and itis related of him that while 
other Cabinet Ministers never go out at night 


area is about equivalent to that of England, Hol- 
land, and Belgium combined. Hondo is about 
the same size as Hungary. The area is divided 
as follows:—Yezo, 20.6 per cent.; Hondo, 58.9 
per cent.; Shikoku 4.7 per cent.; and Kiushiu, 
9-4 per cent., the smaller islands covering the 
remainder of the total area, The total length of 
the island of Hondo from N.E. to S.W. is nearly 
goo miles, and on an average the width may be 
taken as one-tenth of this. Throughout the whole 
length of the island there extends through the 
centre a volcanic range of mountains whose peaks 
attain heights of from 7,000 feet to 10,000 feet; the 
greatest portion of these mountains being entirely 
uncultivated, and not even being used for pasture, 
the population thus occupies entirely the valleys 
and the sea coasts. Of the total area of 147,655 
square miles not qnile 12 per cent. is occupied by 
arable land, whereas in England 77 per cent. is 
cultivated and pasture land, and in Scotland 25 
per cent. 


























































PoPULATION. 


According to Japanese official statistics, the 
total population in 1893, amounted to 41,388,313, 
distributed as follows :— 


: Population. 
Vezo ssevoscsssrseccsceseceseceesess 379,097 
PHONG os sstasvedicreiscervectazevsssn Qt) 722074 
Shikoku... sescecessesseeseeeseree 2,907,280 
Hitishtits cccsscsssscssossacvccsssves 0,379,262 


The population of Japan will thus be found to 
be 280 per square mile, while that of Kugland 
and Wales is over 500, and that of Scotland about 
135. Belgium, the most densely populated coun- 
try in Europe, is estimated to have 550 per square 
mile. From these comparisons, and taking into 
consideration that practically only 12 per cent. of 
the area of Japan is at all populated, it will be 
seen that there is an ample field for the existence 
of railways in the flat districts where the popula- 
tion is densely packed. 


First RaiLtways. 


With the slow advance of European civilisation, 
and little inclination to adopt Western ideas, 
nothing was done in this direction until after the 
overthrow of the Shogunate and the restoration 
of the present dynasty in 1868. In the following 
year the attention of the Government was occupied 
with this question, which, however, met with con- 
siderable opposition from the party opposed to 
Western ideas, and it was only in Apzil, 1870, 
that the first line was actually commenced, The 
section between Tokyo and Yokohama, a distance 
of 18 miles, was the first to be completed, in 1872, 
and by this work the capital and the principal 
port of Japan were connected by rail, to be follow- 
ed in 1877 by that between Kobe-Osaka and 
Kyoto, the next most important centres of the 
Empire. For the construction of these lines Japan 
was compelled to have recourse to foreign advisers, 
to each of whom was attached a native engineer, 
who very rapidly acquired sufficient knowledge to 
be of great service to his country. At first some 
200 foreigners were employed on railway constcuc- 
tion and management. The Japanese Government, 
were not, however, slow to dispense with their ser- 
vices when possible; in 1882, only 21 of these re- 
mained, and in 1895, the present year, there are 
only 6 in the employ of the Japanese Government. 
These latter are now only utilised for exceptional 
work and for purposes of consultation, and are no 
longer occupied with the management of the lines, 
which rests entitely in Japanese hands. For the 
capital required for the construction of the lines 
Japan depends upon herself, foreign capital being 
excluded, except in the case of the first railway, 
where recourse was had to foreign capital. For the 
first few years, however, the building of railways was 
confined within a very narrow sphere, and it was 
only in 1881 that a pesiod of greater activity in 
this direction set in, In that year the first private 
line, namely, the northern one from Tokyo to Ao- 
mori, was commenced (length 454 miles). Several 
hundred miles were constructed between the years 
1881 and 1890, the trunk line joining the cities of 
Tokio and Kobe, originally commenced in 1870, 
amounting to a total length of -376 miles, being 
completed in 1890. It must, however, be borne 
in mind that dusting that period Japan passed 
through some serious political crises which no doubt 
went far to check any rapid progress in this ditec- 
tion. 

Dk&VELOPMENT OF RAILWAYS. 


The total mileage of railway open to the public 
on March Ist, 1895, was 2,118. Miles. 

Government lines 580 

Private Lines cicscscececveccseseccesessevescsocis LySSO 


ecereecesecesseceeoeseneoes 


~ 


DOtalvscissinceccscasic eoenteeeseeececgas 2,. 18 


_ It may not be without interest to compare the 
niileage of railway per population in Japan to that 
of the provinces of India, and then we find the 
following result :— 
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No. of Inhabitants} Kyushu Railway Co.— 


per 


ile, 


Bombay CCReeereeeesesetreeeeseesestteseseeseces 8,000 
Punjaub eeoeneaseevenee @eeseeteenescer @resesocce 11,000 
Madras CCH eeeseeseeteeseeaaseesreereeneesersed 13,000 


PIGUGEN  icaiaisiecexeerssaneindereintincdaneiiete 29,000 
Japan DEG OAR eee ereneceaseer secede recone osscesons 22,500 


Tue Lines iN OPBRATION, 


The following is a list of the lines in operation, 
the Government lines and the private lines being 


kept apart. 
each railway :— 


Distance. 


GOVERNMENT RalILways. 
Shinbashi- Kobe 


Miles, 
chains. 


cvscccsesseseccacsoes 370 SI 


Ofuna-Yokosuka v.cccsssecsesscsceses 10 3 
Taifu-Taketoyo ...sscccccossscseseee 12 FT 
Yonehara-Kanegasaki ......c000. 31 1 


Takasaki-Naoetsu Ceerereeaseereasoes 117 Io 


Aommotri-Hirosaki Cod vecveescessenecane 23 20 
Baba-Otsu (goods line) .......0.. 1 23 
Fukuya-Nagahama (goods line) 9 60 


Private Lines. 


A list is also given of the length of 


Total. 
Miles, 
chains. 


580 69 


Nippon Tetsudo Kaisha (Japan Railway Co.)— 





Ueno-Aomoti  ...sicscssecerssesses 454 66 
Shinagawa-Akabane ............. 12 76 
Omeya-Maebashi....u.scccccee SE 14 
Utsunomiya-Nikko wi.ceee 25° 0 
Iwakiri-Shiogama visseccccccees a “4-23 
Ueno. Akihanohara (goods 
MDG): > sevisisalvevecssaniccctencsy 29S 
Oyama-Mito v...cssccsrseeeeresseee Gl 45 
Mito-Nakagawa wisscccscscsecece o 62 
Shiciuchi-Minato wie 4 4 
Kofu Railway Co.— 
Hachioji. Ushigome,.........0.08. 
Ryomo Railway Co.— 
Oyama-Maebashi  ...ccescceceess 
Sanyo Railway Co.— 
Kobe-Hiroshima ............s00008 189 62 
Hyogo- Wada (goods line) .., 1 64 
Kyushu Bailway Co.— 
Moji-Matsulashi ......sseeeecee 130 75 
Toritstt Saga..siccsseseeceseesenses 


Kwansei Railway Co.— 





Kusatsu-Kuwana wissen 56 55 
Kameyarna-Tsi v...ecceees ivvescs. --@: 6O 
Osaka Railway Co.— 
Minatomachi-Sakurai............ 29 10 
Oji-Nara Cho oCe ror eeressoeerenseness 9 3 


Houkai Railway Co.— 
Narriwa-Sokai PCO COC ove deenereenres eee 
Chikuho Railway Co.— 


Wakamatsu-Lizuka vue 24 38 
Naokata-Kanada wissescsssecees 6 20 
Kotake-Kobukoro v..sessecsceese 3 42 


Tyo Railway Co. 
Hiraigawara-Takahama......... 
Sanuki Railway Co.— 
Tadotsu, Marugame and Kotohira,.. 
Hokkaido Collieries Railway Co.— 


596 65 
26 37 
52 £7 


34 20 
10 19 


10 15 


Temiya-Horonai ......cccccsescee 56 2 
Horonaibuto-Ikushumebetsu... 4 39 
Muroran-Utashinai .,.......s60008 114 39 
Sunagawa-Sorachifuto........00.. 2 68 
Oiwake-Yubariv.ccccscccsseee 26 49 
Sanbashi-Temiya (goods) ...... 0 34 
—— 204 71 
Kushiro Railway:Co.— 
Shibecha-Atosanoberi....ccccc00. oes 26 67 
Setsu Railway Co.— 
Amagaseki-Ikeda....ccssscsvesses nce 8 35 
Sangu Railway Co.-= 
Tsut-Miyakawa v..cccsccssssessscses cus 23 58 
Sano Railway Co.— 
Kuzu-Koyena POS Oetererreseseces eee 9 54 
So-bu Railway Co.— 
Honjo-Sakura v.cccccsssssssssseese ase 31 40 
Bantan Railway Co.— 
HimejicHase viiccccccssccassesee ces 23. «0 
Ome Railway Co.— 
Tachikawa-Ome Pee ereceecrerenses eee Ir 40 
Kawagoye Railway Co.— 
Kokubunji-Kawagoye.ssccose oes 18 40 
Total sccccssscscssecccevoeens cee 2, 18S 22 
UNcoMPLETED RAILWays. ieee a 
GOVERNMBNY, chains. chains. 
Fulcushima- Hirosaki] .......s000cere 275 
Tsuruga-Aoyama COerececeneersrevecers 123 58 
—— 398 64 
PRIVATE RAILWAYS, 
Kobu Railway Co.— 
Ushigome-lidamachi Cooocececess eee i¢] 40 
Sanyo Railway Co.— 
Hiroshima-Amagaseki viescsce see 


130 1 


Kokura-sYukeliashi v.c..cccees. 
Matsubashi-Yatsushiro and 
Udo-Misumi .......cececees 
Saga- Nagasaki and Sasebo.. 
Kansei Railway Co.— 
Kuwana-Nagoya ....ccccssseees t 
Tsuge-Nara — viccccesccssesseces 
Osaka Railway Co.— 
Tennoji-Osaka (Umeda) ...... 
Chikubo Railway Co.— 
Tizuki-Usui cicccceceees 
Hoshu Railway Co.— 
Yukihashi- Yokkaichi ......... 
Yukihashiclda .icccccccccesccecs 
Settsu Railway Co.— 
Itami-[kuse 
Iyo Railway Co.— 
Tachibana-Morimatsu  ......... 
Ome Railway Co.— 


seeteaeseeenee 


6 o 
2 63 


Hinatawada-Ome .....ccccsseee. I 47 
Nanwa Railway Co.— 
TakatasGojo  ....ccsecccccessecees 16 40 


Bantan Railway Co.— 
Shikama-Himeji .......cccceeee 
Hase-likuno eet 

Nara Railway Co.— 
KyotoeNata v.icccccssccessousesses cee 

Bo-so Railway Co.— 


Sogamachi-Oami......ccccccssecese ane Il 75 
Ota Railway Co.— 
Mita-Ota COCR oo eure s error eeeceroen oe 12 18 


Nanyo Railway Co.— 

Sotogawa (Matsuyama-Korinaka)... 
Dogo Railway Co.— 

Dogo and Otakara-Machi...... 
Naniwa Railway Co.— 

Aioicho (Osaka)-Shijo-nawate. 
Hatsuse Railway Co.— 

NararcSakurai ...icccccseceseceuess 
Nippon Railway Co.— 


6 57 
SF 
8 13 


eee 


12°37 


Tobata-Senju v.cccsscescsecees aus 
Senju-Tomobe v...ccceccccssseee eee 203 1 
Mito-Iwanuma viccccccccececs ise si 

Total Coerereeerecceeses eee ~ 1,072 15 


For the Government lines already in existence, 
a sum of 39,500,000 yen has been expended, * 


*Taking the 10 yen piece at ai. 15. this would represent about 


8,097,5001. 

The expense of construction of the fist railway, 
natnely, the Tokyo-Yokohama, which is a double 
line, amounted to 160,000 dol. (32,000/.) per mile. 


The second line, namely, the Kobe-Otsu, cost 


144,000 dol. (28,500/.) per mile. The dollar was 
then at 4s. In this calculation must be included 
the establishment of all the large and necessary 
workshops. Since these were built, however, the 
cost of building has been materially decreased, 
and those completed may be reckoned as having 
cost, on an average, about 72,000 dol. per mile, 
which with the dollar (now at 2s.) taken at a mean 
rate for the period in question, of say, 35. 6d, 
would give as a result 12,6007. On the same 3 feet 
6 inches gauge, the cost on 1,396 miles in New Zea- 
land was 7,595/., and on 1,207 in Queensland 6,3021. 
per mile. For those railways about to be built, 
the estimate is set down at 32,000 dol. per mile 
(say 3,500% at present exchange). This price 
will, no doubt, be considered as a very moderate 
one. It must, however, be borne in mind that all 
the lines, with the exception of that mentioned 
above, namely, Tokyo-Yokohama, and a few 
smaller ones amounting in all to 69 miles, are 
single lines, that the lines are practically confined 
to flat districts, and that the cost of labour is ex- 
tremely low. It is estimated by the Japanese 
officials that one-third of the total sum spent in 
the construction of lines has to be expended in 
the purchase of materials, such as bridge work, 
locomotives, rails, and fastenings, &c., from 
abroad. 

The average cost per mile for building all the 
railways at present working is estimated up to the 
end of the year 1894-95 as 65,861 dol., as compared 
to 64,701 dol. in the previous year, showing a 
small increase of 1,160 dol. per mile. 

The following are calculated to have been the 
various expenditures per mile of all Government 
lines in operation :— 

Description. Digance, Rapendtere 

Total length of open lines ...... 558 65,861 
1 Tokyo- Yokohama section (dou- ’ 

ble line), begun April, 1870, 
completed September, 1870... 
2 Kobe-Otsu, begun November, 
1870, completed September, 
I 79 OOO oeereneetreseeteeneneeceseenee 
3 Tsuruga-Ogaki, begun May, 
1880, completed July, 1884... 
4 Takasaki-Naoetsu, begun Oct., 
1884, completed December, 
I COCRRO ODO DD ORC eeeneCrerosepogoeS Ilo 


18 163,558 


146,848 
71,681 


58 
49 


Google 


8 36 


25 83 





35,699 


667 

§ Yokohama-Ogaki (25 miles dou- 

ble), begun August, 1885, 

completed April, 1889 ......... 258 53.454 
6 Ofuna- Yokosuka, began Janu- 

aty, 1888, completed July, 

FO8G indi sedtiakinneledecivvienseece: - XO 42,033 
7 Otsu-Nagahama, begun Feb- 

tuary, 1887, completed July, 

LOGO sadacerscwxte sake divseatecncers:--AG 34,312 
8 Yokogawa-Karuizawa, begun 

_ April, 1890, completed March, 

ILBOS vacescksavengeveseiessvantaviiee: °F 284,524 


Both from the commercial and military point 
of view, the Tokyo-Kobe line should have been a 
double one. It joins the military centres of Osaka, 
Otsu, Nagoya, and Toiyo, and the commercial 
centres of Kobe, Osaka, Kyoto, Yokohama, and 
Tokyo. During the recent war, when all the tioops 
were sent by rail from Tokyo and other stations to 
the south, the greatest inconvenience was caused, 
not ouly to the Government, but to the public, by 
the fact of the existence of only a single line, the 
railway being at frequent intervals practically 
monopolised for the pu: pose of transporting troops, 
and even when trains were running for the public, 
the greatest unpunctualily necessarily prevailed, 

In order to examine and control the various 
schemes put forward, the Government has formed 
a Railway Committee of 22 members, a number 
of whom are military or naval officers, great im- 
portance being attached to strategical considera- 
lions. 

The president is a general officer, and only two 
of the whole council are railway men, the others 
being selected from various departments of State, 
and 10 being members of the House of Peers or 
House ot Representatives. 

This committee not only examine all private 
proposals, plans, &c., but deals with lines which 
the Government may consider it desirable to con- 
steuct; and the council submits its report to the 
Government before the proposal is laid before the 
Chambers. 

The authorities have been much and frequently 
criticised for having adopted the narrow 3 feet 6 
inch gauge, though the choice was originally made 
in accordance with the advice of foreign experts, 
and this decision was greatly influenced by the 
discussion at the time taking place in England 
and India on the relative advantages of building 
all future railways in India on the metre gauge. 
At the time a discussion took place as to the de- 
sirability of making provisions for doubling the 
lines in the event of future traffic requiring it, 
The large increase of capital which would, how- 
ever, have been required, militates against a de- 
Cision in this direction. Tio form an estimate of 
the outlay required to alter the gauge now, we 
may take India, where 145 miles of the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway were altered from the metre 
gauge to the 5 feet 6 inch gauge, and cost of the 
operation was 2,700/. per mile. 

This would mean that to alter Japan’s railways 
from the 3 feet 6 inch gauge would involve a cost 
of about 5,000,000/7. The time may, however, be 
considered to have passed for such change, which 
would require the reconstruction of the whole of 
the rolling stock, rebuilding of bridges, reboring 
of tunnels, &c. The inconvénience involved would 
be too great to compensate for the gain, which 
would be trifling, The width that would be gain- 
ed can, as tegards passenger traffic, be made up 
for by increased length of the trains, and on the 
Japanese lines it is the passenger traffic which 
largely preponderates. As regards speed, it would 
hardly be possible to make any increase without a 
reconstruction of the permanent way, and this 
latter would necessarily call for an increase of 
fares. In Japan, time is considered to be of little 
value, so it is more than doubtful whether the 
present system, mamely, that of slow trains and 
moderate rates, would not always be more at- 
tractive to the travelling public than that of higher 
fares with higher velocity. 

Taking the difference of speed between the 3 
feet 6 inch and the 5 feet 6 inch panges, and com. 
paring Japanese railways with Indian lines, we 
find the following results — 


Average though Speed per Hour. 


Japan. India. 
- Government. Private. 

Miles. Miles. Miles, 
Passenger Urains siscessessssTBRessecseeT 2b eeececees 204 
Mixed trains..icccrccesess oil PD scrsecvesl 7Pataccere VAY 

GOOdS iiseesssescecsecseeeeneesTORserccsseeTOPeeseveene dE 
Considerable inconvenience was felt during the 
recent war, from the fact that in sending troops 
to the south, it was only found possible to place 
six horses instead of eight in each waggon, the 
narrow gauge admitting only of their standing 
lengthways, and thus considerable space was lost. 
Two very important factors which must not be 
lost sight of in considering the cost of building and 
repairs of railways in Japan are the violent and . 
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constantly recurring earthquakes and the destruc- 
tive floods which so frequently visit the country in 
the summer months. In the great earthquake of 
1891, the Tokyo-Kobe line suffered very consider- 
ably. The railway embankment sunk at 45 dif- 
ferent places, some of the depressions measuring 
13 feet depth. Rails were shaken out of position, 
being forced into a serpentine shape; 63 bridges 
and the wing walls of 41 culverts were wrecked, 
and many of the buildings were totally destroyed 
or very considerably damaged. The expenditure 
on account of repairing the damage and railway 
property after this earthquake amounted lo the 
sum of 472,000 yen. To this must be added the 
loss of revenue caused by the suspension of traffic 
during five mouths, 


The Government reports of the damage in the 
six provinces through which the railway runs is 


as follows = Number. 
Persons wounded .rscscccescscsesevseeees 17,393 
Persoss. ibled .ccccccecessscescccevesccsacee §=75279 
Buildings entirely destroyed ......0. 197,947 
Buildings half destroyed w.ssssseeeeee 78,276 
Buildings Duct ...scccsceeeeeeeeeeeceeenes 445 
Buildings shattered and burnt,........ 5,934 


Nearly every year the communication is inter- 
1upted on some of the lines by floods, but with 
increased experience on the part of the engineers, 
farther precautions are introduced in the coustruc- 
tion for the purpose of dealing with this inconveni- 
ence. 

Ro.iinG STock. 


A feature of the Japanese railway system which 
is worthy of note, is the fact that in the main island 
the railways were built by English engineers, and 
that English locomotives and rolling stock were 
brought into use, to be followed, however, later by 
a few American and German locomotives. In the 
notthern island the first 50 miles of railway were 
built by Americans, and the rolling stock, &c., is 
Ame:ican; but English methods were followed in 
subsequent extensions, and in Kiushiu the lines 
were built by Germans, and German rolling stock 
employed. The Japanese Government have no 
cause to complain of their decision to give the 
largest field, namely, the main island of Hondo, 
to English competitors, An engine has been 
built at Kobe, but by an English engineer, Mr. 
R. F. Trevithick, M.I.C.E., and more are in pro- 
cess of construction under his supervision, the 
material being imported from Great Britain. 
This locomotive was finished in May, 1893, in 
the Government shops in Kobe, and has proved 
to be an unqualified success, and during the first 
two years ran 57,473 miles. In price it compared 
very favourably with those imported, its total cost 
amounting to 8,992 yen, or, at the then rate of 
exchange of 3s. to the dollar, 1,349/., distributed 


as follows :— 
Amount. 


Currency. Sterling. 
Dollars. # 
Material Poona tee eeateeeeenes 5337 eee 8o1 ‘ 
LimbsOtit ccscsdccsdcesnccsecss 3,090 ase 440 
Coal Ol, Bes scciseviecis. OBR av 99 
Drawing-office Materials 62... 9 
Total: cdscsicrsajasaceve BOOP ava 15049 


‘The locomotives recently imported cost 1,550/. 
each, f.0.b.,in an English port, Freight, insure 
ance, and other charges brought the cost of each 
engine up to 1,713/. on board in Kobe. Adding 
the duty, amounting to 772. tos., and cost of land- 

-ing and of erecting and painting, the final cost is 
not less than 1,800/. There would thus appears 
to be a difference in favour of the engine in Kobe 
of 4502., but it must be remembered that in the 
latter case no allowance is made for profit or for 
the cost of scientific superintendence or for interest, 
and although the Japanese can now build engines 
which in every way suit their requirements, they 
may find that the cost of building is materially in- 
creased, The difference in cost is in a large mea- 
sure accounted for by the cheapness of labour, the 
ficight, and, as mentioned above, the absence of 
au allowance for profit. Under these citcum- 
stances, it would seem quite possible for English 
firms to compete and yet reserve a small margin 
of profit, in spite of the advantages of Japan in the 
matter of cheap labour and the presence of coal. 
Eight non-componnd tender locomotives are wow 
being built at the Kobe Works, but the fact that 
the majority of their locomotives are still purchased 
in England goes far to prove that at present, at 
any tate, it is not considered a profitable business 
to build here. 


While on the subject of competition, it may not 
be out to place to say a word as to the cheap 
labour of Japan, Foreigners as too prone to be 
alarmed by the cry of Cheap labour, Cheap 
labour, or, in other words, the absence of require- 
ments on the part of the labourer or the artisan 


of this country, will VEY Possibly Le corrected to 


a certain extent by the successes of the late war, 
and should au improved state of existence be the 
result, so infallibly will come an advance in re- 
quirements, and the present cheap labour of 
Japan may not have the terrors to commercial 
competitors that it now appears to present, 


offer, I have been more than once met with the 
answer, “If I give you the article for your price 


That 
low wages means a low condition of energy may 
be taken for granted. In attempting to conclude 
a bargain, and on my pointing out to the seller 
that he would have a fair profit if he accepted my 


it will necessitate my doing another day’s work 
this week,” 

Skilled labour is very limited in all branches 
of trade, and consequently cheap labour hardly 
applies to this portion of the working community. 
The price of labour, moreover, is daily increasing. 
The daily wage of a coolie is now set down at 33 
gen, ov about 83d., and this is said to be about 
100 per cent. higher that it was IO years ago. 
The same may be said of many articles of cou- 
sumption which are rapidly tising in value, 

In April, 1894, the Government lines possessed 
140 locomotives, while private lines owned 142, 

The cost of American locomotives originally 
purchased was 1a per cent. higher than those pur- 
chased in Great Britain, and their consumption of 
coal 14 per cent. higher. 

The following table gives a comparative state- 
ment of rolling stock in different countries y= 


Locomotives, apt rte Goods, 
JOPADcccesissrcsiccecovsese. 18,8 64.8 281.6 
Austtias-Hungary wn... 39 63 706 
Germany cicccccssccccecess §2 95 1,076 
Ttaly wsssecsccccscseceesessee 30.4 87 503 
England .cscocscssescccsee EOE 254 3,066 
SEotland assscvisecrsess a 156+ 3,592 
Freland ciccciccsevocscssens 23 qo 540 
Lidia sescsevoccedcenccssesses BE 53 429 


From the above it will be seen that as regards 
locomotives Japan stands in much the same posi- 
tion as India. Ar cezards goods carriages, low- 
ever, Japan holds the lowest place. This is in a 
gieat measure accounted for by the fact that she Is 
an island, that the principal line runs along the 
coast, and that she has three ports at which nearly 
all the principal lines of steamers touch, thus 
rendering it impossible for the railway to compete 
with the steamship catying trade between those 
ports, ‘Lhe result is that the earnings from goods 
traffic are very small compared to that of other 
countries, as will be seen from the folluwing 
table — 


Goods traffic takings in— Per cent, 
England .cccccosccscerscvensccsseceesevcese 52.8 
insted States srccsisitsrcicnens 
Dyititth: acksoseresibstansberteinnnesormvernes~ "ORS 
Germany ceccccccccccsccrcccsccrscccessees 72-3 
Austria-Hunpary...ccccsocsscsrscsseseee 77 
JAPA cercccesseeereeereeesenrerseteesresees 20 


The workshops in Tokyo and Kobe are able to 
carry out all repairs to the rolling stock, and can 
build yearly 120 passenger carriages and 480 
goods cartiages. 3,000 hands are employed in 
these works. 

The following is a list of the rolling stock in use 
on the Government lines, showing the increase or 


decrease on the provious year i= 
Increase Decrease on 
Total. on Previous Previous 


ear. Year. 
Engines tee eeereeeereetnee 167 25 eee 
State Coaches vicscccreee = 2 oui ‘ee 
Ist class Carriages ..... 33 ose a9 
Ist and 2nd composite... 37 4 * 
Sted CINSS cesesasdssctcesree 77 ove ane 
2nd and 3rd composite. 17 4 ene 
2nd and postal service.. 5 vee eee 
Bd ClASS seicscccscsveseees JOO 23 oui 
3rd class and brake 
COMPOSILE cecsecreererere 53 ove I 
Passenper brake vaus.. 71 ba es 
Covered goods.....s+0000. 807 65 ove 
Open goods...... seseevee 663 50 ee 
Postal service vans,..... 15 5 ose 
Miscellaneous ........06. 642 146 aha 


The total of the rolling stock on private lines is 


given as follows:— 
Increase on 


Number. Previous Year. 
Locomotives PTETTTRETT TI 273 PTeeTETT TT 2 
Carriages sscscscscsessssees QOS coscceseseee 106 
Waggons cscsorrcsecsesesee 4:3OE  cserseccesve 838 


FARES. 
First and second-class passengers form a very 
small portion of the travelling public, amounting 
in all to 6 per cent. of the whole. Comparing, 


Britain and Germany, we find the following :— 
Per tce nite 
i . 


In England the fare is about..,.... 8 0 
Germany ersenvtes J 
Japan swivun 2 © 


” 
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however, the third-class fares with those of Great 


that is to say, (hat third-class travelling costs one 
quarter in Japan of what it does in England. 
Travelling has rapidly become popular here con- 
sidering the absence of superfluous means amonyst 
the population. 


In 1894-95 the total number of passengers in 


given as follow:— 


GOVERNMENT LINES. Number. 
Isl class POC RETELISST ETUC eee eee re 86,500 
BIG CIAES vccoseccecocseveccerscccnsvccevescosess 785,074 


3rd class POCO E PTET ORCC H Eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 14,012,362 





14,883,986 

Private Lines. Number 

PGE MARGE  iacdncsnadesscsncbeseveteansvencccesene 52,923 
BN CAMBS cesrsesecrevscocorsescsevecessosesscese 723,250 


3d class Pree RUUORTCOCCOCEOTOSTIOCI STIS) 20,444,038 
Government Service cecrcccocscscesscseooses 


536,910 


SO cvrccsacivs Cee eee eR eee eweree 21,757,127 





which gives a total on the entire railway system 
of 36,641,113 passengers carried, 

From April, 1893, ts April, 1894, the Gavern- 
ment lines carried; — 


Number. 
WOE CIAO: scsisssis cea peiasenssitiadtaiadieatine 80,731 
DRE ARIE iss Covlecad bcaseusekenivetieineies ise 739,813 


3rd class PERE RR REE ES REE REESE EEE 13,623,783 





14,444,327 
and the private lines carried a total of 17,965,778, 
which together amounted to 32,410,105, giving: an 
increase on the previous year for Government lines 
of 439,669, and for private lines of 3,791,349, 
showing a total increase of 4,231,018. The in- 
crease on the previous year as regards the private 
lines was apportioned as follows :— 





Number. 

Bet GLOSS oss inccdnccccessceresccccareerusscseses 5,022 
2nd class POTEET ROHR TRO EOE D eee eee eee 97,716 
3rd class OeeEEETISCSCOSCOOOOSSOSTOOCTOOoT eT eT ery) 315357432 
Government Service crrccrscscssvorsossevess 330179 
Total PEROT EERE T TE HEE eee eee eee 3,791,349 


This increase was to some extent accounted for 
by the fact that all the troops and war coolies 
were despatched by train to Hiroshima, where they 
were embarked, and also to the opening of several 
vew lines, 

ACCIDENTS. 


A Table Comparing the Number of Deaths aud 
Injuries among Passengers, Staff, and Others 
on the Principal Government Lines in 1893-94 
and 1894-95 :— 


Passengers. 
Accidents. Negligence. 
2 " * a 


Railway Staff. 


Accidents. Negligence. 
* a * 


1 2 8 © 2a 2 
S Ss 6 | F] s 5s 5 
a2 2 2 4 = SS 
Year. No, No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
1895 eee = 5 gee 2 9 7 6 
1894 ... _<, ‘2 ff 3 1 6 
Public. oe 
saciaaal a sata Unknown. 1 saad 
s 4: 3 3 # $$ 4 3 
.s 8s @ 3&8 os 5 «s# 5 
2 2°23 BS @ 
No. No. No. No. No. No. Noi No. 
1895 ... 92 — 26 17 — — 131 39 
1894 «+ 22 — 24 14 71 4135 38 


On the Government lines the number of casual- 


ties and accidents is given as follows :— 
c ov sco - 
es ; 22 @oa ct 2 
uz eB: Re eek eee ae 
: $8 8 5 §@ 298 RES 28 
$ G8 = 3 23 S55 S3— ca 
” Qs oe & & SS” £a"-s 
No. No. No. No. No. Now No 
1895 serr000ee50 30 568 112 105 154 63 
1994 cccssesecOl 2 274 260 462 153 — 


Trarric Receipts. 

The total traffic returns for the past year on 
Government lines show au increase of 16 per cent. 
over of those of the previous year. The coaching 
receipts show an increase of 12.7 per cent,; the 
number of passengers 3.04 per cent, and the 
average mileage per passenger has increased by 
13.4 per cent. 

The goods receipts were also increased by 2.78 
per cent,; the goods tonnage shows a decrease of 
5-4 per cent., but the average mileage increased 
by 39 per cent. The trains mileage shows an 
increase of 12 per cent. 

The number of soldiers, exclusive of camp fol- 
lowers, estimated as having been transported 
during the past year for the China-Japan War 
iset 74,595, and their fares amounted to 246,656 
dol.; the goods tonnage 43,445 and the cost 505,- 
364 dol. Comparing these figures with the total 
receipts, we find that the receipts for the trans- 
port of troops formed 8.35 per cent. of the whole, 
and goods tonnage 4.3 per cent. 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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ACCOMMODATION. 


The type of first-class carriage in use on all lines 
of Japan is the American, with end platforms, and 
Passages cunning through the centie. They are 
divided into three compartments to contain six 
persons each, and are well upholstered. ‘The ma- 
jority of the second-class have no divisions, but a 
passage down the middle, and the thirdeclass for 
the most part have the seats cross-ways. There is 
no sleeping accommodation of any kind, or has 
any system of restaurant cars been introduced, 
though Japanese food can be procured at all the 
principal stations. The lighting of the carriages 
leaves room for improvement. Iw ordinary times 
there is no reason to complain of the punctuality 
of the trains, but the slightest unexpected dis 
turbance appears to create the greatest confusion 
and delay ; and overcrowding—even when it might 
be expected—is never provided against. 

The check system for luggage is in force, the 
checks being much too large and bulky. 

Return tickets are only issued between very few 
stations. In the event of any changes in the run- 
ning of the trains it is next to impossible to obtain 
information thereof, even at the station, 


BripGes AND TUNNBL. 


The following table shows the length, &c., of 
the principal bridges on the Government main 
line, together with the cost of construction :— 


Num- Spans, Total sci Per 
Bridge. ber. Length. Length. Total. Foot. 
. 6 Feet. Feet. é ee 8. 
100 
Rokugo sisted a at 1,650 65,000 39 0 
Fifi isesscaessse’ 9. 200 1,874 31,500 22 I0 
Oi vesssseevee 16 200 3,339 61,350 18 
Tenriu ...... 19 200 3,967 76,050 19 oO 
VRS cccieseas r “a6 1,769 12,300 6 3 
Abe ....ccoouee 24 FO. 1,830 12,127 6 12 
Banyu,....... 18 7o 1,368 11,652 8 8 
Hamana......-24 60 £1,578 9,750 6 3 
; 5 200 

Nagara ..... 4 100 1,490 30,640 20 8 
Kiso,..scccecss GQ 200 1,874 45,342 24 3 
The following is a list of the longest tunnels on 

the same line, with the cost of construction :— 
Name of Length. Length. Total. Pe Pack 
Feet. £ @ s. 
Hakone, No. 2....60008 1,893 ++ 175325 «- Q 3 
Hakone, No. 3..s.e0088 1,042 6 9,220. Q O 
Sekibe ....cccsccsssseses 2,850 woe IQ7IE we 6 5 
Tsobaina...cscsocsesessvee 3,107 os 31,630 «. Q 18 
Mikinohara ...csccesses 31273 vee 32,042 «. Q 5 
Osakayama ,...ccce0008 2,181 wes 30,489 ... 14 0 
Nagoya eeteeteseeseseeogees 1,130 eee 5,220 eee 4 10 
Numama oe cescooee vee 1,319 «es 6,226... 4 13 
Yanagaseyaina ...... 4,435... 63,825 ... 14 5 


These figures can only be regarded as approxi- 
mate, the value of the dollar having over the 
period of construction varied between over 4s. to 
below 2s. The value has been taken at 3s. in 
calculating the above cost. 


Mountain RAILWay. 

The most difficult problem which the engineers 
of this country have had to solve has been the 
construction of the Usui Mountain railway, a 
section from Naoetsu on the west coast .to com- 
municate with the east line and Tokyo by the Usui 
Pass. The sections on either side were completed 
in 1888, and there remained only to construct the 
distance between Yokogawa and Karuizawa, 
namely, that of 5 miles, while the difference in 
level between the two places is 1,830, or 366 feet 
per mile of country to be traversed. This rise is 
almost identical with that of the St. Gothard Rail- 
way. Considerable traffic both for passengers and 
goods was expected on the line, and numerous 
schemes were submitted and discussed, until it 
was finally decided to adopt the combined rack 
and adhesion method of Messrs. Abt, followed in 
the Hartz Mountains, with a cack incline of 1 in 
15 fur 5 miles, The permanent way and speclal 
locomotives were ordered from Germany. By the 
end of 1892 the work had been successfully cariied 
out by Japanese engineers at the following cost ;— 


Amount. 
a@ 


SUPVBYS iesccisacesdecrscanssssdvsinsats veesee 13,200 
Station ground and right of way ...... 2,187 
Stations Peer ee OOOrences seccecterneeveneseeeeses 1,200 
Earthworks Coe oesneccesneeeesoessecoeveenere 15,900 
Bridges, Culverts, 87C. scscosesssssesseeees 20,893 
DUCLS: sciscacetencee eccsecdsesseusenaceocescl 89,077 
Permanent Way..sccccccsssssssscsessesseeses 231350 
Rolling stock, including tour engines... 62,918 
Machine shop and buildings ......s00. 31403 
Conveyance of mater 11S orecsvaucisaaeck 39,670 
Sundries TUUUIOEUECICUOSIONISOTIOTIST IST Tir 2,866 


Total sanlguasinsciesdavensdvicecsiiais400/070 
The dollar has been taken at 3s. in calculating 


the above figures, that being its value when the 
wotk was in progress. Owing to the limited 
heating power of the engines it was found that 
they were unable to take up more than two-thirds 
of what was expected, and 60 to 70 tons of train 
load, at 4.7 miles an hour, was the limit of their 
capacity. An order has, however, now been given 
to Messrs. Boyer Peacock, of Manchester, for 
other engines with 50 per cent. more heating 
surface and an additional axle, by which 12 tons 
more can be carried. The weight of the engine 
is 53 tons, instead of 333, and that of the train is 
expected to be 100 tons. Four passenger and 
five goods trains have been taken daily up and 
down the Usui Pass without the occurrence of any 
accident. 
STRATEGICAL Lines. 


Most of the railway lines in Japan are of strategic 
value, though it can hardly be said that any of 
them are purely strategical. The most important 
centres from this point of view are Tokyo, the 
head-quarters of two divisions of the army and the 
seat of the arsenals. 

Sendai, the head-quarters of a division, 

Yokosuka, the naval dockyard. 

Nagoya, head-quarters of a division, 

Osaka, arsenal and head-quarters of a division, 

Kure, a naval port. 

Hiroshima, the head-quarters of a division, and 
in the recent war the head-quarters of the army. 

Saseho, a naval port, and that selected during 
the recent war as the one to which the prizes should 
be conveyed for adjudication. 

sKumamoto, head-quarters of a division. 

Shimonoseki, the port of communication between 
the main island and that of Kiushiu. All the above- 
mentioned places are practically connected by 
rail, with the exception of the two last-named, the 
railway to which from Hiroshima to Shimonoseki, 
though begun, being not yet completed. 


CoMPETITION. 


At the risk of being accused of repeating a 
warning so frequently addressed by British offi- 
cials abroad to their countrymen interested in 
business at home, I would very specially call at- 
tention to the vital necessity of manufacturers of 
railway material in Great Britain, now more than 
ever, taking very possible measure to advance 
their own interests. Hitherto, as I have pointed 
out, Great Britain has practically had a monopoly 
in furnishing rails, locomotives, rolling stock, &c. 
Whether these manufacturers may still enjoy this 
privilege must depend in a great measure on them- 
selves and the exertions they may make. As I 
have shown, the railways of Japan have been 
built by foreign advisers. For this term English 
advisers might almost be substituted. This being 
the case, it was evidently convenient that the 
materials required for the carrying out of designs 
made by English engineers should be ordered in 
England. The influence of the English engineers 
could not fail to make itself felt in this direction, 
but, as I have noticed, the tendency of the Japan- 
ese Government is to dispense with all foreign ad. 
vice, and the time is possibly not remote when all 
Japanese lines, Government and private, will be 
built and managed without any assistance from 
the foreigner in Japan, and the material only will 
be purchased abroad. In Great Britain the lead- 
ing firms order from designs made by their own 
staff of engineers, and manufacturers have nothing 
to do with the preparation of designs. In Ame. 
rica, on the contrary, there exists a system 
under which the companies first state, as regards 
bridge work, &c., their requirements as to strength, 
&c., and the manufacturers then send in competi- 
tive projects based on their own designs. 

The English engineer who has been the designer 
of railway bridges in Japan since 1882 is leaving 
the country. On his departure, if the Japanese 
engineers have tv design any structure with which 
they are unable to deal, it will be the easiest plan 
for them, many of their number having been 
educated in the United States, to fall back on 
this American system, obtaining both design and 
bridge from the manufacturers, and thus trans- 
ferring the business to Americans; and the 
leading firms of that country are careful to be 
represented here. Not so with our English firms, 
only some of the most important of which have 
agents here. Manufacturers of railway material 
would, therefore, in my opinion, find it advantage. 
ous to be represented here in the same manner 
that the large shipbuilding firms of Great Britain 
have successfully been represented, and as there are 
evident signs of a“ boom” in railway enterprise 
it is important that this recommendation be acted 
\fpon without delay, It would, without doubt, be 
easier to maintain Japanese purchasers in the 
way of buying their material in England, where 
they have always obtained a satisfactory return 
for their outlay, than to bring them back to that 
market once they had adopted another, and I 
need hardly point out that American manufac- 


Google 


turers put theic wares before the Japanese pure 
chaser, be he Governmant official or other, in a 
very attcactive form. ‘That this is worth their 
while is proved by the fact alieady mentioned 
that one-third of all the money spent on railway 
construction goes abroad. 


REVENUE Account, 

In examining the returns of the past fiscal year 
it will, perhaps, be sufficient to examine those of 
the Government lines. The mileage of Government 
lines open in the period from 1894-95 was 581, an 
increase of 23 miles over the previous year. The 
earnings of the Government lines showed an in- 
crease of 434,958 dol., or taking the dollar at 2s." 
2d., of about 47,1162, and the working expenses 
239,321 dol., or about 25,919/., that is to say, an 
increase on the net profit of 195,637 dol., or about 
21,190/. over the previous year. 

The details of the revenue and working expenses 
are distributed as follows :— 

Amonnt. 


REVENUE. Dollars. 
Coaching receiptS .....600008 4,295,838 
Goods receipts ....cccccsseseeese 1,430,530 
Miscellaneous ..scoccseseseeoes 93,045 


Total. 
Dollars. 


WorKING Expexnsss. 
Maintainance of way......... 519,838 
Locomotive power eeecccvevese 1,058,313 





Traffic expenses ...cocccoreeses 500,400 
General charges secrecccssosses 103,139 
2,181,696 
Net profit balance...... _ 3,637,717 


The proportion of the working expenses to the 
traffic revenue is 37 pet cent. excess, an increase 
of i per cent. over that of the previous year. The 
large increase in the earnings has not been pro- 
duced entirely by the general development of 
traffic, but also by the transportation of soldiers 
and military stores. 

The following tables may be of interest as show- 
ing the increase and decrease of revenue, the 
average revenue and working expenses, and the 
same per mile of open lines being given, and the 
last year compared with the previous one :— 


Average Amount of Revenue and Working 











Expenses per Day. 
Revenue, Eeseeiee. 
2894-95. 2893-84. 1894-95. . 
Tokkaido line.,.... $13,979 $13,019 $5,063 $4204 
Shinetsu line ...... 1,927 1,733 863 1,058 
Ou line eeoeceneecese 15 eee 157 eee 
15,944 34,752 5.977 5,322 


Average Amount of Revenue and Working 
Expenses per Mile. 


Workin 
Revenue. Binciace 
89498. 1893-94. 1894-95 1893-94. 


Zz 
Tokaido line ..,... $11,570 $10,775 $4,190 $3.529 








Shinetsu line ...... 6,011 5,407 2,691 3,299 
Ou line @onveevecoee 1,740 ove 2,379 eve 
10,282 9,650 3,855 3,481 


As regards the Ou line, it must be mentioned 
that it was only open for traffic during 121 days. 
The Tokaido line included the Tokyo-Kobe sec- 
tion the Ofuna-Yokosuka section, the Obu-Take- 
toyo section, and the Maibara-Tsuruga section. 
The Shinetsu line includes the Takasaki-Naoetsu 
section. The part of the Ou open to traffic during 
the fiscal year under review was only the Aomori- 
Hirosaki section. 

The traffic returns of lines increased pretty 
generally. This is in a large measure the result 
of the general development of the railway service, 
though, as mentioned above, the transport of sol- 
diers and stores acted in favour of the Tokaido 
line. On the Shinetsu line, owing to the entire 
absence of railway accidents or of injury to the 
permanent way, there was a decrease in the main- 
tenance expenses, although the working expenses 
of the total lines show an increase. This may be 
accounted for by the advance in cost of materials, 
and especially coal, for which there was a large 
demand for transports, &c., for the war. The 
gross revenue for the year of 5,819,414 dol., divid- 
ed into three headings and compared with the 
previous year, is as follows :-— 


Amount. 
189495. 1893-94. Increase or 
Dollars. Dol Ba Decrease. 


Coaching receipts:.4,295,838 3,977,086 -+- 318,752 
Goods recepts......1,430,530 1,306,397 + 124,133 
Miscellaneous ...... 93,045 100,972 — 7,927 


Totals. ..+.000005s819,413 51384,455 + 434.958 
Percentage of the different Receipts to the 
Total Revenue. 











Increase or 

289495. 1893-94. Decrease. 

Per cent. Per cent. Percent. 

Coaching receipts ...... 73.8 73:9 — o.2 
Goods VECEIPlSsrcrcevevees 24.6 24.2 , + 0.4 
Miscellaneous eee oogoerces 1.7 1.9 — 0.3 
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In the following table the working expenses for increased during the 
divided as follows :— 
Increase of Capital. 


Nippon Railway Co.sseseesceseeeeeese 10,000,000 


the year, amounting to 2,181,696 dol., are divided 
into 4 heads, and the ratio that each bears to the 
revenue on the working expenditure is given, Cons 
paring this yea, with the previous one t= 


Amount, Increase, 

Maintenance of 1894-95. 189394 oF Decrease. 
way eoanscere seee 519,838 640,494 ra 120,656 pe 

Locomotive ... 1,058.313 775,380 + 282,927 

Traffic vssseeee . _§00,406 390,580 + 103,826 
General seccee 103139 129/915 26,776 | is 

——e ee ED Eee 

Total ....<« 2,181,696 1,942,375 + 239321 


Ratio of the respective Expenses to the Revenue 
and Working Expenses. 


Increase or F var ’ 
1294-98. 7893-94- Decrease. definite shape it is not unlikely that some proposal 
Pertent. Percent. Percent. Jof the kind may be submitted to the Diet in the 
Sasatenaiceol way. 23.9 338 = a sli pte session, The terms spoken of are 
; 48.5 39.9 + 8.6 The material to be imported from England; 20 
Locomotive Se | 185 144 + 38 |percent. of the workmen employed to be English, 
a 22.9 20.4 + 2.5 the remainder Japanese. A fixed subsidy to be 
Praffic severe ca as 8.6 74 % 12 given for a number of years to the company. At 
47 67 — 2.0 |the end of the period during which the subsidy is 
General eae, 1:8 24 — 06 {paid, the woiks are to be sold to the Japanese 


The upper columns indicate percentage of woik- 
ing expenses, the lower columns the percentage of 
revenue. ; 

The increase in the locomotive expenses Is ac 
counted for by the fact that the cunning inileage 
showed an increase over the previous year of 
800,000 miles, and also, as mentioned, by the rise 
in the price of coal. : 

The fund for Government railway material shows 
a vet profit 5,937 dol. Adding this sum to the 
profit for the railway traffic for the past year we 
get the following figures, 3,643,054 dol., compared 
with the gross capital of 42,661,167 dol., and a 
productive capital of 40,055,953, dol., which, for 
the past 5 years, gives the following tatios of pro- 


fits on gross and productive capital :— 
Net profits 


Net profitson on Productive making a profit on the undertaking of the cail- 

Year. Gross Capital. La peat ways, and they have not come forward with any 
8 ie OL [scheme which would show an advantage to the 
1BQ4 QSeorrrreersrerees aes an nasi oe State in making the transfer, They call attention 
1893: Q4errreereereceeererers ay sapoeaen 22 to the insufficient attention to the convenience of 
ie S3 et 4 cna os the public, and the slow progress of work on the 
ec ee rie eet 8.8 new lines, but proof is wanting that the private 


It may also be useful to show the annual increase 
of capital for these years, together with the annual 9 
increase of mileage, and the percentage showing 
the celation between the capital and the receipts: 

Percentage of 


Increase of Increase of 

Year. Mileage. Capital. Capital. 
1894-95 verre 23 10+ 3:093-437 sree 72 
1893-94 ssseee , 2,013,250 wee S4 
1892-93 verre ttt 971,357 cree 27 
TBQIHQ2 veer te . 1,011,416 we 46 
18QO-QI ...se Q w+ 524,069 «+s . 5 

Increare & Dee Percentage of In- Proportion 

crease of Gross crease & Decrease of Gross 

Year. Receipts. of Gross Receirts to 
Dollars. Receipts. Capital. 
1894-95 wee + 434,958 ww. + BL seeees 13.6 
1893-94 vec HF 804,823 + 17'S coer 136 
1892-93 vee 470,491 + + LDA ceseee 12°2 
I8QIH-Q2 wees — 103,663 «1 — —-2°4 veers . 112 
18QO-QU vere 422,175 vee HINT evens 12°0 


CapitaL ACCOUNT. 

The railway fund granted by the Government 
from 1870, the date of first railway undertaking, 
down to the end of the fiscal year, March, 1894, 
amounted to 39,567,731 dol. The increase during 
the last year amounts to 3,348,180 dol., which 
gives a total of 42,915,911 dul. From this a total 
sum of 254,744 dol. must be taken for payments 
made to the Treasury, thus leaving a total of 
42,661,167 dol. 

‘This represents the total Government railway 
capital at the end of the year 1894-95. 


This amount is divided into 5 parts as follows == | tr 


Amount. 
Dollars. 
Fixed capital wis cccveeseeeeeeeens geseine 40,391,454 
Working fund  ccececcersececsesenens ‘ 200 000 
Fund for Government railway 
rnralerial sceccccsscsccceeessaneeeeeeees 1,800,000 
Construction Stores veseceuseeeeeeeens 11,461 
Funds in connection with tssue of 
railway bonds.....ereee cpanwaiiea Suv 258,252 





Distal - dciadsaceaadestecectiecee 2,001 j107 
RatLway SMARBS. 
It may, not be without interest to give the pre- 
sent quotations of some of the railway shares :— 
Paid up. 
. Dollars. 
Japan Railway Co. ..4. 50 vesseseereee EEG 50 
Ryomo Railway. Co. psetes 50 . 
Kobu Railway Co. ...,.. 
Sanyo Railway Co. ...... 30 wsseseeseene 
Kansai Railway Co, encaee 47 eocenesocene 76 (¢) 


Present prices. 
Dol. c. 
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since the conclusion of peace, 


the Government to buy up 
there has been a movement on foot for some time 
past for 
control aud possession of private companies. A 
gr 
the object of negotiating sucha purchase, but the 
negotiations were interrupted by the war. 
that the committee of these gentle- 
men start from a wrong standpoint. 
to imagine that the Government 


seem, however, 


officers of the arm 
railway committee, 
carry with it strategica 
the influence of these o 
brought to bear in its favour. 
would naturally 
ways other than th 
favourable return. 

considerable danger, 
in the establishment in t 
with so large a capital. 


would decline to give way to 
direction. 


ventilated, would ap 
syndicate with a cap 


ment at about 35,0 
of the probable purc 
of construction, and there is 
Government parting wit 


was piven in 
way Company. 
not surveyed 

indeed it had not 
shing the funds 1 


the railway witha g 
the responsibility © 
line remained with 
charter was for gg years, 
for 13 years. 
granted on the same favourable terms. 
vantageous conditions, 
other companies to undertale lines. 
projects had received Government sanction with 
proposals to build 1,375 miles of tailway with a 
capital of 50,000,000 dol. 
miles of sailway | 
companies and were open 
@iere are now 29 private railway companies in 
existence whose capital amounts to 86,693,200 dol. 
(amount paid up is 63,928,669 dol.). 

The total mileage owned by these companies ts 
2,193 3 655 miles being not yel open to traffic. 


The mileage has been increased on the previous 
year by 257 miles, and that opene 


AD. ectintn JO 9 
Sangu Railway Co. EO. saxse ic QU “2 
Chikuo Railway Co. .... 1 50 seeseseeeeee 98 oO 
Tobu Railway Co. scscoree 50 soreeerereee E33 re) 


It will be seen that these shares neatly all stand 


at about 100 per cent. above the price of issue. 
Although they are always very high, the present 


ices must not be regarded as quite normal, as 


public attention has 


been specially turned to railway shares, and there 


a decided “ boom ” in this branch of speculation. 
Sreet FounpDRY. 


A scheme has lately been under discussion here 
for the establishment of a steel foundry 
country, 


and although it has not yet assumed 


Government. 


It is said that Messrs. Armstrong, Mitchell and 


Co. would be willing to undertake the establish- 
ment of these works. 


PuRCHASE OF GOVERNMENT LINngs. 


Unlike other countries where the tendency is for 
private lines, in Japan 


transferring the State railways to the 
oup of bankers was formed some time ago with 


It would 


They appear 
is not justified in 


lines are not equal offenders in this respect. At 
present these lines are pa 


per cent. As I have shown above, influential 


and when a line which would 


have no 


both political and financial, 


For these reasons, 


The scheme, so far as it has at present been 


Private LINES. 


The first charter granted toa private company 
the Japan Rail- 

‘The roads of this company were 
and built by the company itself, 
hing to do with it beyond furni- 
intil the lines were ready for 
affic when they were made over lo the company. 
The company received the right to own and wok 
uarantee of 8 per cent., while 
f surveying and building the 
The 
but the guarantee only 
Naturally, charters are ot now 
These ad- 
however, induced many 


In 1877, 17 


November, 1881, to 


the Railway Bureau. 


In March, 


to traffic. 


in this 


ying an interest of about 
y and navy have seats on the 


| advantages is suggested, 
fficers is very naturally 
Private companies 
inducement to build raile 
ose which would produce a 
There would furthermore be 


his country of a company 


I believe the Government 
an agitation in this 


pear.to be to form a large 
ital of 100,000,000 dol., and 
to purchase the lines in operation from the Govern- 
00,000 dol., but their estimate 
hase price is fixed on the cost 
little likelihood of the 
h the lines on these tet ms. 


1895, 1,538 


iad been constructed by private 





d for traffic by 


157. The aggregate capital 
past year is 11,330,200 dol., 


Chiku-Ho 


Seeeeeeoenseesegecsagsseseesees 


1-Yo PPITTIVTI TI ee 


Naniwa 


vious year :— 


Companies. Receipts. 


1,200,000 


30,200 
100,000 


Total .ecccssssessescccceesceeecses 1,330,200 
The following is a statement of the earnings, 
expenses, and net profit of the pr ivate lines during 
the past years, compared also to that of the pre- 


Expenses, 
i] 


Nippon Co. ...$4,008,786 $1 268,275 


Bankai ..cceee 123,347 
Ryo y.cseceee 226,671 
WeVo ccccevescene 29,352 
Saw-yo secceseoe 1,116,852 
Ko-Bu ..ccooese 164,678 
Osaka pocceceee 312,358 
Sauuki eeccceees 42,559 
Kyueshu ..... 758,997 
Kwansei eoceoe 277,150 
Tanko eoccorare 879,847 
Chiku-Ho...... 506,482 
Kujiro ooecceees 12,678 
Settsu seccseee 29,486 
Sangon .eseeee 112,725 
Sann0 secoccceeens 15,480 | 
So-Durecereeees : 39.762 
Batietan...ccsees 33,129 
Ome sescssseceer 4,919. 
Kawagoye o. 5,857 


38,791 
97,219 
14,496 
434,872 
46,811 
102,692 
21,078 
240,901 
104,663 
419,330 
187,957 
11,442 
16,296 
54.624 
10,313 
25,084 


23,948. 


4,637 
2,993 





Net Profit. 
$2,740,511 
84,556 
129,452 °* 
14,856 
681,980 
117,867 
209,666 
11,481 
518,096 
182,487 
460,517 
318,525 
2,236 
13,190 


Total ceccococeeeG8,71E, TIS $3,125,422 $5,585,693 


Total for pre- 


vious year...$7,042,659. $2,443.210 $4,599,449 





Lucrease 





seceee$1,668,456 § 682,212 $ 986,244 


New CHARTERS GRANTED. 
During the past year provisioial charters to 


form companies were grante 


d to the Kioto Railway 


Company and 25 others, the mileage amounting 
to 903 miles and the capital to 39,530,832 dol. 
Chatters were also granted to the Hatsuse Rail- 
way Company and four others, the mileage amounte 
ing to 257 miles and the capital to 10,627,559 dol. 
Comparing these figures with those of the previous 
year we find an increase in provisional charters of 


20 companies, 


of 811 miles, and of 36,502,242 dol. 


The increase. of charters actually granted to six 
companies, the mileage IT miles, aud the capital 
5,017,809 dol. over the previous year. 

Applications for provisional charters to form 
companies were made by 51 applicants, whose 


capital amounted to 103, 


mileage proposed 2,000. 


091,881 dol., and the 


Applications for charters were made by four 
companies with a capital of 2,178,512 dol., anda 


proposed mileage of 77. 


New SCHEMES. 


Among the new schemes which will probably be 
submitted to the Diet in its approaching session 
the following are the must important :— 


The doubling of the Tokaido line, t.e., from 


Tokio to Kobe (at presen 
from Tokio to Yokohama, 
and a few other small portions). 


tit is only a double line 
from the Osaka to Kobe 
Aud the build- 


ing of a lineto connect that line with the one run- 
ning north from ‘Tokio to Aomori. At present there 
is a distance of about two and a half miles between 
The line would run 


the termini of the two lines. 
through the centre of Tokio, 
entail a large expendi 
covered to a great extent, 
ing the bridges and arches 
and letting them as such. 
are so frequent and so disastrous, 


and would naturally 

but this might be 
if not entirely, by build- 
as fireproof godowns, 


In a town where fires 


tenants would 


very readily be found. A new central station would 
likewise have to be built, and a considerable in- 


crease of rolling stock be made, 


It is estimated 


that an outlay of 3,000,000/, at the present rate of 


exchange would 


over a term of six years. 


be require 
proposals, but the expen 


rd to carry out these 
iture would be spread 


The following have also been decided upon by 


the Railway Council :— 
The Ou 


line to be comp 


leted in 1g0t. 


The Hokuroku line to be completed in 1898. 


The Shinonoi lino to 
completed in 1898. 
‘The Kagoshima 


be commenced at once and 


line to be completed in 1903. 


A line to be built from Tajimi, Gifu Prefecture, 
to Seki, to be added to a line connecting the 


so far omitted 


Central and Hokuroku lines. 
FoRMOSA. 
In dealing with the railways of Japan, I have 
to make any mention of Formosa, 
as that island did not form part of the Empire 
during the year 1894, dealt wi 


vernment report on railways. 


ih in the last Go- 
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It should not, however, be entirely omitted. 
Formosa is about 220 miles in length and 70 in 
average width, ‘The island consists of a back- 
howe of mountains rising between 2,000 and 10,000 
feet. This mountainous backbone is placed closes 
to the east than the west coast by some 28 miles. 

The csallway actually completed runs from 
Kelung, the northern port, along the west side of 
the island, past Taipeh, to a distance of about 50 
miles; it has been surveyed thence a distance of 
some 80 miles to Taiwan, and there has been a 
project on foot to continue it to Tainan, with the 
pot of Anping, a further distance of some 10 
wiles. The Governor, Liu Ming-chuan, without 
counting the cost or the possibility of its success, 
evolved the idea of a cailway, which would have 
extended some 240 miles, but the engineers who 
were successively called in to carry out the work 


were unable to agree with the Governor and his. 


methods, snd the small tine of railway that has 
been actually completed has been of little or no 
value. Under Japanese management the pro- 
jected railway will be speedily completed, and most 
probably further lines will be rapidly constructed, 
The existing line will probably also have to be 
cebuilt. 


LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
———_—_&___—__—_ 
(Reurge’s “Japan Matt” Seecia, Servicer.) 


London, June 6. 
The Committee under the President of the 
Chamber of Deputies has adopted the Biil de- 
claiing Madagascar a French Colony and can- 


celling all former treaties between Foreign 


Powers and Madagascar. 
London, June 9. 

Another engagement has been fought near 
Buluwayo in which the British forces completely 
routed the Matabele, the latter losing three 

hundred killed. 

The defeat of the Dervishes at Ferket, near 
Akasheh, proves to have been thoroughly 
complete. é 
London, June 11. 

Mr. McKinley's managers declare that their 
party is determined to uphold the Gold Stan- 
dard. 

In the recent engagements with the Dervishes 
at Firket and Suarda forty-five of the principal 
Mahdist Emirs were killed, wounded or taken 
captive. 


(“Segciac” TergGRaM To THE “ JapAN Maiv.”) 


Hakodate, June 6. 
The Russian cruiser Kreésser has arrived 


here. 
Hakodate, May 8. 


The Olpmpia left this port for Yokohama on 
Saturday, the Kreisser left’ on Sunday for 
Petropaulvosky, and the Swift left this morn- 
inb for the latter port. 

M. Scott, a hunter belonging to the schooner 
Louisa D., shot at with a revolver and wounded 
a Japanese. He leaves here to-day in the Pama- 
.shiro Maru to take his trial. 

The Mary Vaylor has arrived here with 361 
sealskins. 


H.M.S. Pigmy left for 


Hakodate, June 10. 
Norsaka yesterday. 


Hakodate, June 12. 
The Florence Smith has arrived here with 
602 skins. 
(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied tothe ‘* Japan 


Herald," the gt ol ooh Gasette,”’ an: other Subscribers 
in ‘Tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, June 4. 

Careful estimates give the number of deaths 
by the catastrophe at Moscow at (wo thousand 
seven hundred. 

It is believed that the Silverites have a major- 
ity atthe Democratic Convention in Chicago, 
and possibly also at the Republican Convention 
in St. Louis. 

London, Jane 6. 

Reuter's Agent at Brass reports thata French 
expedition on the Niger has been utterly routed 
by the Borgu tribe with a loss of many killed. 
The remnant of the French force reached Kiama 
on May 12th. The Niger Company is sending 
assistance. 

H. E. Li Hung-chang proceeds on the rith 






inst. to Berlin and thence to the other principal 
European capitals. He returns home from 
London via the United States. 
Exchange on London at Paris .........00025.1 
Exchange on London at New York...... 4.88% 
(Tel. Trans.) 
London, June 8. 

The Dervishes have been totally dispersed 
near Akasheh with heavy loss, the Egyptian 
forces sustaining only slight loss. Itis reported 
that King Menelik of Abyssinia has offered to 
assist the Khalifa against the Egyptians. 

Major Lothaire has arrived at Brussels, where 
he received an ovation. 


London, June ro. 

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, has stated in the House of Com. 
mons that the Government is considering 
whether to invite Parliament to aid the Egyptian 
Government in the present campaign. 

The Dervishes have suffered a farther defeat 
at Suarda. 


Exchange on London at Paris ......... 425.173 
Exchange on London at New York...,.. 4.884 











(From tue “ Cuina Matt.”) 
Shanghai, Wednesday, June 3, 2.38 p.m. 

A German drill instructor named Krause has 
been assaulted by Viceroy Liu Kun-yih’s Huna- 
nese body-guard at Nanking. 

The Viceroy has long tried. but vainly, to dis. 
gust the German officers and non-commissioned 
officers engaged as drill-instructors and to force 
them to resign. 

The German cruiser Prinsess Wilhelm and 
the gunboat Z/#/s have gone from Shanghai to 
Nanking to endeavour to obtain reparation. 


(From tue ‘* Honcxono Dairy Press,”) 
London, June 1. 

All the Reform prisoners have been released, 
except the four leaders and two who did not 
petition, The fines have been maintained, but 
he sentences of banishment have been suspend- 
ed on condition that the prisoners undertake to 
abstain from politics. The prisoners waited on 
President Kruger and thanked him for his 
clemency. Their release has caused general 
joy in South Africa and sharp recovery of stocks 
in London. 


London, May 28. 
The Australian eleven has beaten Yorkshire 
by an innings and eight runs, 
In the match Gloucester versus Sussex, Grace 
scored 243, not out. 


(From tx “N.C. Dairy News,”) 
London, June 1. 
Australia has beaten the Lancashire eleven by 
144 runs. 
London, June 4. 
The Australian Eleven has beaten Oxford by 
seven wickets, 


(From ium Banoxox Papeus.) 
London, May 25. 

In honour of the coronation of the Tsar of 
Russia, the city of Paris has been specially de- 
corated, and the French Minister of War has 
granted a day’s leave to the troops, while he has 
at the same time remitted the sentences passed 
on offenders. 

M. Herbette, the French Ambassador to 
Berlin, who has long been the subject of attack 
by the German papers, including especially the 
official organ of the Foreign Office, the Cologne 
Gasettfe, has been recalled, M. Denoailles has 
been appointed as his successor. 


(From ‘Saigon Papsrs.’’) 
Paris, May 11. 
A train, conveying two companies of Turcos 
(native Algerian soldiers in French service) 
from Masganem to Algiers en route for Mada- 
gascar, collided with another train. Five 
officers, who were in the front carriage, were 
killed, and five officers and forty men were 
injured. ; 
Paris, May 12. 
The troops at Massowah have commenced 
to return to Italy. 
Paris, May 13. 
King Menelek has commenced to give up the 


Google 


Italian prisoners. It may be assumed that 
peace is concluded. 
Paris, May 16. 

M. Felix Faure, accompanied by Generals 
Boisdeffre and Tournier, left on the roth inst. 
for Trouard to salute the Empress Dowager of 
Russia, whom he will accompany as far as 
Pagny-sur-Moselle, returning to Paris. 

Paris, May 17. 

Tne interview between the Empress and M. 
Felix Faure has been very cordial. Her Majesty 
said she was delighted with her stay in France 
andthe good effect of the climate on the health 
of her children. 

Paris, May 18. 

The French mission which is to assist at the 
coronation ceremonials and f&tes, has left Paris. 

There were forty deaths from cholera in 
Egypt yesterday and twenty-seven at Alexandria. 
The Europeans are leaving Egypt. 

Paris, May 19. 

The troops under General Baldissera have 
left Adigrat, returning to Sénafe. 

Paris, May 20. 

Most of the Foreign Missions have arrived 
in Moscow where an enormous multitude has 
assembled. The French Mission is expected 
to-day. It was warmly welcomed at. Varsovie 
yesterday. 

Paris, May 21. 

Prince Vladimir, in the name of the Czar, 
received the French Mission at Moscow. The 
receplion was most cordial. The official entry 
of the Czar took place to-day ; elle a é/é gran- 
diose. 

Paris, May 23. 

M. Delpench, deputy, has been nominated 
Secretary of the State Post and Telegraphs De- 
partment; M. Poubelle, ambassador to the 
Vatican; M. Selves, Prefect of the Department 
of the Seine. 

A decree has been published reorganising the 
Department administered by the Secretary for 
the Colonies, creating a Secretary General for 
the various geographic divisions. Legarde is 
nominated Secretary General for Africa, and 
Roume Is nominated director of Colonial Affairs 
in Asia, America, and Oceana. 

Paris, May 24. 

A decree is issued ratifying the suspension of 
the duties on foreign rice imported into Indo- 
China. 

Paris, May 25, 

M. Noailles is nominated Ambassador to 
Berlin. 

Paris, May 26. 

The public edifices and numerous houses in 
Paris and the provinces are decorated in 
honour of the coronation of the Czar. A holi- 
day is observed in the public departments and 
many of the shops are closed. Numerous 
addresses have been sent to Russia. 

Paris, May 27. 

M. Faure has telegraphed to the Tsar the 
sincere congratulations of France. 

Paris, May 28. 

The Chambers have re-assembled. The 
Cabinet has decided to impose a tax of 4} per 
cent. on French and foreign rentes. 

The Tsar has warmly thanked M. Faure and 
expressed the joy he experiences at seeing 
France heartily united with Russia. 


(From tus * Commarcio.’’) 
Madrid, May 2r. 

The exportation of raw tobacco from Cuba 
has been prohibited. 

The Russian official press expresses sympathy 
for Spain in the Cuba question and censures the 
Americans for their conduct. 

Madrid, May 27. 

It is stated that General Weyler, Governor- 
General and Commander-in-Chief in Cuba, is 
about to return to the Peninsula. 

It is probable, in the event of General Wey- 
ler’s 1etirement, that the office will be divided, 
the Marquis de Estella being appointed Go- 
vernor-General of the Cuba and Senor Polavieja 
to the command of the army in the field. 

Madrid, May a5. 

In July next the bounty paid in Germany on 

the export of beet sugar will be abolished. 
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(From Tha Japanese Papers.) 
Séul, June 5. 
The Korean Cabinet cancelled the sentence 
passed upon the assailant of Gyé6-Im-chu. 


Sai-ji-tei, known as a chief of the Tong-haks, 
has again risen ; and signs are apparent of an- 
Other insurrection throughout the whole of 
Chhun-Chhéng-do. 

Séul, June g. 

Mr. Murensteth, the Danish engineer formerly 
engaged in the Chinese Telegraphs, has entered 
the service of the Korean Government. 


About 80 Russian infantry-men will arrive in 
a few days and take the place of the sailors on 
guard at the Legation. At the same time it is 
rumoured 20 cavalry and artillery officers will 
enter the capital. 


Min Yong-han, who is now in Russia, has 
wired the Korean Government that everything 
is progressing favourably. 


The Ma-hy6-tai (old Korean cavalry) were 
abolished to-day. There will now be one regi- 
ment of cavalry, and 100 mounted engineers 
in charge of the baggage-train. 

Séul, June ro, 

Shin Ki-jeh, Minister of Public Instruction, 
has issued an order suspending the use of books 
printed in the old phonetic writing of Korea, and 
sauctioning the use of European costume in 
public schools. 

Osaka, June ro. 

Both foreign and Japanese merchants engag- 
ed in the cotton trade have agreed to refuse to 
take delivery of further shipments of Chinese 
wet cotton. They have also agreed to establish 
an inspection house, 

Nagasaki, June 6. 

A Russian steamer with 700 soldiers on boaid 
left here to-day for Viadivostock. 

Moji, June 6. 

The chartered steamer Vamaguchi Maru 
with nen of the rith Brigade arrived from 
Weihaiwei this morning. 

The chartered steamer, Hikoyama Maru and 
the Kokura Maru have returned to Wei-hai-wei 
to convey home more of the relieved garrison 
there. 

Kagoshima, June 6. 

The townspeople entertained H.1.H. Prince 
Kacho, Commander Tsuboi, and other Naval 
officers at the Bansho ro to day. 

Aomori, June 6. 

Fire broke out in the laboratory of the Jinjo 
School at 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, and 
was not extinguished ull 6 p.m. that day, One 
person was severely injured. 

Nagoya, June 8. 

Marquis Ito arrived yesterday afternoon at 
6 o'clock. Marquis Saigo is expected this 
evening. They leave for Taketoyo at 12.20 p.m. 

Hiroshima, June 8. 

Major-General Baron Kodama is expected 
here to-morrow morning on business concern- 
ing the building of a aquaduct, 


Bakan, June 8. 
Mr. Nazaki, procurator-general of the Hiro- 
shima Court of Appeal has arrived, and will 
inspect the courts and jails. 
Kyoto, June 8. 
The Archbishops of the Eastern and Western 
Honganji have left for Tokyo. 


Kanagawa, June 8. 
Voting in the election of District deputies 
took place a: Sudzu-gori the day before yester- 
day. Mr. Moyori a F¥rvu-¢o candidate has been 
arrested. Messrs. Nitta and Hatanaka of the 
Shimpo-to have been elected. 
Niigata, June 8, 
The Zohoku Nippo was suspended yester- 
on the usual grounds. 
Toyama, June 8, 
A heavy gale has been raging since yesterday, 
Nagasaki, June 8, 
The wheat and barley crops are estimated to 
be about 7 per cent. less than last year. 


Takamatsu, ee 9. 
Camp fever is spreading, and 2,018 persons 
are down with it, averaging 70 per diem. 
Nagoya, Jun g. 
The farewell entertainment given to the Lieut.- 
General Katsura, Governor of Formosa, was an 


Digitized by Goc RIC : 


unasually large affair. Marquis Tokugawa 
Yoshinori wished the gallant officer bon voyage. 

The suite of Marquises Ito and Saigo and 
Lieut.-General Katsura embarked on the VosA- 
no at Taketoyo at2 p.m. The representatives 
of the Nagoya citizens saw them off on the 
launch, and were thanked by Marquis Ito. The 
Foshino \eft the harbour shortly after. Many 
fireworks were discharged. 








—_— 





CHESS. 
— > —— 


(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuaas Eniton, 





The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for 
the off-season, and re-opeus on Thursday, Ist 
October. 


The Tokyo Chess Club is closed for the holiday- 
season; it will reopen on Friday, the 2nd of Oct. 


So._uTion of Propiem No, 232. 


WHITE. BLACK, 
I—O to RB I—P takes Kt (Q) 
2—Kt takes O 2—K takes Kt 


1—K to B sq. 


2—K moves. 


3—O to B sq., mate 
3 ch. 


2—V lo 
3--VU lo oq., inate, 


Correct solutions from Digamma, W_H.S., Ome- 
ga, W.D.C., Ke., J.D., and W.d.H. 


ProBLeM No. 234. 
By A. H. Rosasins. 


BLACK. 


WY, 
ty 


4 


YG, 
Yih 
Me 

















wuts, 


White to play and mate in three moves, 


Scotcu Cuess ASSOCIATION. 


The Dundee ‘Tournament has terminated, and 
M:. D. Y. Mills, Edinburgh, remains champion 
of Scotland. This ts the fifth occasion that he has 
won the championship—this time being a second 
in succession, Should he again win next year, the 
championship cup becomes his own property, He 
won every game—oue against each of the follow- 
ing Sheriff Spens, Glasgow; Messrs. W. N. 
Walker, G. B. Fraser, and Patrick Sandeman, 
Dundee; and D. Forsyth, Edinburgh, Mr. G. 
B. Friasee bas won the second prize in the Major 
‘Tournament, 

In the Minos Tournament there were six en- 
trants, viz.:—W. A. Ciark, Twickenham; J. R. 
Henderson, Pesth, A. C. A. Jonas, Glasgow; J. 
Connor, Gaitluchbead; and Dr. Dickson and 
Chailes Lyell, Carnoustie. Mr. Clark won the first 
prize, and Mr, Henderson the second, after a tie. 

In the Handicap Tournament there were four- 
teen entrants, and the prizes were won, the first 
by G. B. Fraser, Dundee ; and the second by A. 
C. A. Jonas, Glasgow. 

The following games were played in the Major 
Tournament :— 


Game No. 502. 





WHITE. BLACK. 
Sandeman. Walker, 

Ii—PtoQO4 I—P to O3 
2—-PwQB4 2—Kt w QO 2 (a) 
3—Ki to K B3 3—-P to K 4 
4—P takes P 4—P takes P 
5—Kt to OB3 5—KttoK B3 
6—Bio Kt5 6—B to K 2 
7—Pto K3 7—Castles 

8—O to B2 8—Ptw KR3 
9—BtoR4 9o—Pw QOB3 
10—QO R to QO sq. 10o—O w B2 
ii—Bto K2 11— raat at 
12—Castles 12—Bion K3 
13—PwORZB 13—-PwQORK4 
14—B to Kt 3 i4g—O Ki to Q 2 
I5—BtwwQO3 15—Kt to K sq. 
ee 2 ( 16—P to K Ki 3 
17—K _R to O sq. (b) 17—R to O sq. (ce 
1i8—Pio K a 18—Kt to ees 


19—Kti to R2 
20—-PtoK B3 
21—Bto B2 
22—Kt to B sq. 
23—KK to R sq. 
24—BtoR4 
25—B to K2 
26—B to Kt 3 
27—P takes P 
28—BtoR4 
29—B takes Kt 
30—Kt to K 4 
31—P to B5 
32—0 to BZ 
33—P toO Ki 4 
34—P to Kt 4 (d) 


35—Kt (B sq.) takes P 


30—Kt to R 5 
37—R takes Kt 


38—O takes P ch. 
39—Kt to B2 
40—Ktto K4 
41—P takes B 
42—P takes P 
43—O0 to O7 ch. 
44—B5 to Kt 4 
45—P to R6 
46—O takes R 
47—P takes B 
48—PtoK5 
49—Ki to B6 


50—P to O7 

51—P to O 8 (Q) 
52—R takes R ch, 
53—Kt to R 5 ch, 


54—B takes O 
55—B to O sq. 
56—R to O7 ch. 
57—B to B2 ch, 
58—K to Kt 2 
59—R to O6 
6o—R to O 2 
61—K to Kt 3 


62—P to R4 ch. 
63—B to O »5q. ch, 
64—K to O 3 
65—B to B2 
66—R to O 6 ch. (h 
67—B hd QO 
68—K to B 4 
69—K to K 4 
7o—K to B5 
7iI—Kto K4 
72—K 02 5 
73—P to K6 
74—R to Kt 6 


75—K to K 4 
76—P to K7 ch. 
77-RtoK R6 
78—K to B3 


19—PtoK Bg 
20—Bto B4 
21—Bto R2 
22—Kr to B3 
23—-R to Q2 
24—O Rwo B2 
25—P to K Ki 4 
26—PtoB5 
27—Kt P takes P 
28—Kt to B 4 
29—K takes B 
30—R to Kt 3 
31—KitoO5 
32—-P to Ki 4 
33—Q to K Kr 2 
34—P takes P e.p. 


35—K to R sq, 
30—Q to K2 
37—P takes R 
38—K to R2 


39—B to QO 4 (f) 
4o—B takes Kt 
41—B to Kt sq. 


42—O wWRS 
43—K to R sq. 
a K 4 te) 
45s—g Ro OUZE 
46—B oats Q 
47—P to Bg 
48—Pw Bs 
49—P to BO 
50—P ww B7 
51—R takes QO 
52—K to Kt 2 
53—Q takes Kt 
54—P to B 8 (Q) ch. 
55—O takes P 
56—K to Ki 3 
57—K w Kt 4 
58—Q takes OR P 
59—Q to R7 
60—P to Ki 5 
61—P to Ki 6 
62—K to R4 
63--K to Kt 3 


64—P to Kt 7 
65—P to Kt 8 (Q) 


66—K to Kt 2 
67—OQ takes B 
68—O to K B Sch. 
69-0 to K R 8 ch. 
7o—O to R6 ch, 
71—O takes Pct. 
72—Oto K2 
73--K to B 
74—P toR4 
75—QtoQOB2 
76—K takes P 
77—0 to OBS ch. 
78—O to O 6 ch. and 
wits. 


(a) The opening is very irregular, but notwithstanding, an 


interesting game results. 


(e) The attack which White would 
P, P takes B; 18—Q takes P ch, Kt to 


enongh. 


et by 17—B takes K Et 
t2, would not be good 


(c) Necessary, for White could now continue with B takes P 


with advantage. 


(4) 34—B to Q 3 would not be safe on account of the reply Kt 
‘akes P 


(e) The attack got by the sacrifice of the exchange is not suf- 


ficient. a 
in more serious difficulties. 


White's attempt to save his K R P ought to land him 


OD jessie Q to Kt 4 instead would have won more speedily. 


in 2, and if 46— 


f) 
) Remarkably well conceived. If 46—R takes R, Black mates 
p takes R, Q to B 7 wins, 

(b) An extraordinary game all through, Though White loses 


he plays the ending with wonderful tenacity. 


Game No. 503. 
KING'S BISHOP’S GAMBIT. 


WHITE. 


Forsyth. 
1—PtoK4 
2—PioK B4 
3—B to B4 
4—P to Q 3 (b) 
5—P takes P 
6—O to B 3 (c) 
7—B takes P 
8—O takes Kt 

toK 4g 
ion tto K B 3 (d) 
11—Q takes B 
12—Castles 
13—Kt to B3 
14—Kt to K 4 
15—O R to 2 sq. 
16—O R to sq. 
17—O to B3 


18—O to QO 2 
19— ee (e) 


20—K to R sq. (g) 
2i—Kt io 04 

22—O to BZ 

23—Kt to K B5 (') 
24—O to Ki 4 
25—Kt takes R P (k) 


Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 


BLACK. 


Walker. 
1—PtoK4 
2—P takes P 
3—Ki to K B 3 (a) 
4—-PtoQ4 
5—Kt takes P 
6—Bto K3 
takes B 
8—B to 
Spork : 

10—B takes B 
11—Ktto B3 
12—O to QO2 
13—O R to K sq. 
14—PtoKR3 
1I5—Kt to K2 
16—Kit to Kt 3 
17—K to R2 
18—R to K 2 


19—K R to K sq. (f) 
20—IX to Kt sq. (h) 
21—RtoK4 
22—Pto K B3 
23—R(K 4) to K3 
24—K to R 2 (j) 
25—R takes Kt 
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26<-Q takes Q. (I) 26—R takes R 
27—-Q wo BS 27—-R(Ksq.) to K 4(m) 
28—Q to B 2 28—B to B 4 

29—Q takes R (n) 29--R takes Q 
30—R takes R 30—K takes Kt 
31—P to K Kt 3 31—Kt to B sq. 
32—K to Kt 2 32—P to K Kr 4 
33—K to B3 33—P to B 4 
34—P to K R 3 (0) 34—K to Kt 3 
35—R to O 8 35—K to B3 
36—P to O 4 (p) 360—B to 0 3 
37—P to B4 37—P to Kt 3 
38—P to K Kt 4 38—Kt to K3 7 
39—K to K3 39—KKt to B 5 
40—P takes P 40—K takes P 
41—R to KR 8 41—Kt to Kt 3 
42—R to K Kr 8 42—B to B5 ch. 
43—-K to B3 43—Kt to R 5 ch. 
44—K to B2 44—K to K 5 
45—R to 98 45—B to K6ch. 
46—K to K 2 46—B takes P 
47—P to Kt 4 47—Kt to Kt 3 
48—RtoQR8 48—Kt to B 5 ch. 
49—K to B sq. 49—Kt takes P 
50—R takes P 50—Kt to B5 
51—R takes P 5te—P to Kt 5 
52—R to B8 52—P to Kt 6 
53—Rto K Kt 8 53—P to Kt 7 ch. 
54—R takes P 54—Kt takes R 
55——K takes Kt 55—B to B6 
560—P to B5 56—P to Kt 4 
57—P to R 3 57—K 10 04 
58—K to B3 58—B to Kt 7 
59—-P to B 6 59—K takes P ~ 
60o—K to K 4 60—B takes P & wins. 


(a) This is a sound defence, but does not lead to such interest- 
ing variations as spring from Q to R § ch or P to Q 4. 

(b) 4—P to K g is inferior, but White may also play 4 Kt to Q 
B 2 to which Black can reply with B to Kt 5, P to B 3, or Kt to 


3- 
(c) I€ to K ach, Bto K 3; 7—B takes Kt, Q takes B ; 8— 
B takes P, BtoQ B4; 9—KXtto K B 3, P toQ Bg ; 1o—Kt to B 3. 
(4) zo—B takes B would not be safe on account of xo...... R to 


aq. 

(e) A disadvantage which White has had to contend with is 
that his Queen has been awkwardly placed and required several 
moves to be got into play. White now threatens 20—K Kt to Kt 
sch, and if 20...... P takes Kt; 21—Q to R § ch winning. 

(f) Preventing the attack indicated in note (e) as it permits a 
defence by Kt to K B sq. 

(8) To allow 21—Kt to Q 4—a very attacking move. 

(h) Black shuffies, as he has nothing effective to do—but his 
King would be safer at R sq—-away from the Knight's check. 

(i) White has now &cquired a very strong position and with 
carful play should win. 

(j) At present Black’s Queen is threatened and Black can save 
her only at some sacrifice. 24...... Kt to K 4 leads to complicat- 
ed variations, but White can retain his superiority.. 

(k) Quite“correct. If ag...... P takes Kt, ae takes P ch 
wins the Black Queen. If 25...... K takes Kt, to R 3ch, 
Kt to R §; #7—Q takes Kt ch, K to Kt 3; a8—P to K Kt 4. 

(1) White has been so intent on winning the Black Queen that 
he grabs at her. Had he now played 26—R takes R, Q takes Q; 
27—Kt takes Q; he wonld have remained plus the exchange and 
a Pawn, and with a safely won game. 

(m) oy Exchanging Rooks seems preferable. 

(n) Thisis best. Theoretically Black has only a Pawn advan- 
tage now, and his winning should bea matter of great difficulty. 

(0) Better to have advanced the Queen’s side Pawns, but 
better still would have been 34—R to K 4. which would have 
won a Pawn and at least equalized the game. 

(p) White might have won a Pawn by 36—R to Q Kt 8, P to 
Kt 5; 37-—R to Kt yz 


We take the following from the Dunedin Zven- 
ing Star. Needless to say that Mr. Friedlander 
will receive a hearty welcome from our local Clubs 
when he arrives. The excerpt comes from our old 
friend Mr. O. Balk, who, we are rejoiced to hear, 
is flourishing at his new home iu the Southern 
hemisphere. 


‘* Mr. W. Friedlander, an enthusiastic member 
of our chess club, is about to leave us and take up 
his quarters in Japan. Mr. Friedlander is a 
strong, practical player, excelling in tricks. To 
win a game from him an opponent needs to keep 
his eyes open to the very back—and then to keep 
them so. We hope, in due course, he will favour 
our readers with some account of chess as he finds 
itamong the Japanese. He carries with him our 
best wishes.” : 


Game No. 504. 
STBINITZ Vv. SCHIFFERS. 

Steinitz has won by 6 games to 4, while one 
game was drawn. The match consisted of the best 
of 12 games, but it was unnecessary to play the 
12th. The following is the second game, played 
on the 6th March :— 


GIUOCO PIANO. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Steinitz. Schiffers. 
1—PtoK 4 1—-PtoK4 
2—Ktto K B3 2—Kt oe B3 
3—Bto B4 3—B to B4 
4—P to B3 4—Ktto B3 
5—Pt0 04 5—P takes P 
6—P takes P 6—B to Kt 5 ch. 
7j—Kt to B 7—P toO4 
8—P takes 8—K Kt takes P 
g—Castles o—B takes Kt 
10—-P takes B 10—Castles 
11—Q to B2 t11—P to K R3 
12—K to K sq. 12—B to K3 


13—B takes P 138 lo QO2 
14—Bto QO 2 -14—-B to B4 
1I5—B to O3 15—B takes B 
16—Q takes B 16—IKX R to K sq. 
17—P to Bg 17—Kt to B 3 
18—PtoQO5 18—R takes R ch. 
19—R takes R fo—R to K sq. 
20—R takes R ch. 20—Ki takes R 
21—O to K3 21—Kt to K2 
22—O takes P 22—P toQ Kt 4 
23—P takes P 23—Q takes Kt P 
24—-PtoO R4 24—Q to Kt 8 ch. 
25—B to K sq. 25—P to Ki 4 
26—O to K3 26—K to B sq. 
27—Q takes P 27—Q to Kt 6 
28—P toR5 28—Kt takes P 
29—P to R4 29g—Kt (K sq.) to B3 
30—PtoR5 30-9 lo 9 6 
31—Pto K R6 31—K to K 2 
32—P to R6 32—OQ takes P 
33—P toR7 33—Q to R sq. 
34—Q to Kt 7 34—Kt takes P 
35—O takes Kt 35—-Q to R8 
36—O to K 4 ch. 36—K to 03 
37—P to Kt 3 37—PtoO B4 
38—K to Kt 2 38—O to Kt 7 
39—B to a 39—O to B 3 
40—Kt to Kt 5 40—O to Kt 3 
41—Q to K 8 41—Resigns. 


One of the best players in Japan (Mr. A. L. 
Jordan, of Nagasaki) will be with us about the end 
of this month, We are sory to learn that his visit 
is caused by illness and that he comes North to 
obliterate the effects of an attack of rheumatic 
fever. We hope he will arrive here thoroughly 
convalescent and that we shall have a chance of 
witnessing his performance on the field of mimic 
warfare. 


Game No. 505. 
STEINITZ V. SCHIFFERS. 


Fourth game in the match played at Rostow- 
on-Don, Russia, on 12th March :— 
GIUOCO PIANO. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Steinitz. Schiffers. 

I—P to K 4 I—PtoK4 
2—Kt to K B 3 2—Kt 02 B3 
3—Bto B4 3—B to B4 
4—Castles 4—Kt to B3 
5—P to O04 5—B takes P 
6—Ki takes B 6—Kt takes Kt 
7--P to B4 7—=P to 

8—P takes P 8—P here 
go—BtoK Kt5 9—O to K 2 
10—-K to R sq. 10—B to K 3 
11—B to O03 11——Castles (Q) 
12—Q to K sq. 12—Kt to B 3 
13—PtoQO R3 13—P to KR3 
14—B takes Kt 14—P takes B 
15K to B3 15—K R to Kt sq. 
16—QO to R4 16—R to Kt 4 
17—R to B 2 17—-PtoK R4q 
18-9 R to K B sq. 18—O R to Kt sq. 
19—P to K Kt3 19—QO to 2 sq. 
20o—Kt toO5 20—P to By 
21—Kt to B 3 21I—Pto Bs 
22—Kt to K 2 22—KXi to O 5 
23—Kt takes Kt 23—9 takes Kt 
24—P takes P 24—K to Kt 5 


25—Resigus. 


Cuess in InpD1a. 


* Black’ can hold its own against ‘’ White” 
over the chessboard, the cool, unexcitable natnre 
of the Natives of India particularly fitting them 
for the royal game. The ‘‘ castes” in India adopt 
slightly different rules, these differing from the 
English or the Mahommedan and Hindoo castes, 
The king is always placed on the right—thus op- 
posing kings and queens do not face each other, 
which alters the openings considerably. The 
pawns, when commencing, only move one square 
at altime, and arriving at their eighth square be- 
come queen, rook, bishop, or knight, according to 
the square they fall upon; but only one queen, 
two rooks, (wo bishops, or two knights are allow- 
ed on the board at one time. A pawn cannot 
take en passant. No castling is allowed, but the 
king is allowed once in a game to move as a 
knight, and to get the “ castled position ” the king 
moves to K 2, then R to B sq, and then the king 
by a knight’s move, goes to ‘Ke sq. The Indian 
strategy, whether as first or secorid player, is in- 
variably the fiancheftto. The players secure their 
defence with the knights and then advance all the 
attack on the other flank, The natives are very 
keen chess-players, and thoughout a game they 
keep cool and collected. They are always ready 
for a game, and carry with them wooden chessmen 
wrapped in a sort of canvas pocket-handkerchief 
with the squares marked on it. This they lay on 
the ground and they are at once ready for action. 


Google 


MAIL STEAMNERS. 


—_—— _ —_ 
THE NAXT MATL IS ture 

From America ....cue perO. %Q. Co, Sunday, June zgth * 
From Hongkong ...... per P. M. Co. Friday, June r4th.¢ 
From Hongkong ...... per P.& ©. Co. Saturday, June sgth.t 
Prom Canada, &C..,.... per C. P.. Co. Monday, June sgtn. 
Krom Europe, via 

Hongkong ..... dveeaee per M. M. Co. Thursda ye pane 28th.§ 
‘From Hongkong ...... perC. P.R. Co. Thursday, June 18th.f 


per P.M. Co. 
per N. 1). Lloyd 


Monday, June agth.4 
Wed’day, July 8th. 


from America ......0. 
iFrom Europe, via 

Hongkong ..cccoseerss 
. © Belgte left San Francisco on May a8th. t City of Peking lett 
Hongkong on June 7th. & Ancona left Hongkong on June sth. 

Melbourne (with Prench mail) left Hongkong on June ¢th. 
'] Empress of China left Hongkong on June zoth. | Peru left san 
Prancisco via Honolulu on June seth. 


THE NEXT MAIL LBAVES 


dcagasccevesvassevecasac per M. M. Co. Sunday, June rgth 

‘For Hongkong ........ per C. P.R. Co. Monday, June sgth. 
For AMELICA cescesseses per P. M. Co. Thursday, June 18th. 
Hor Canada, &c. ..... per C. PLR. Ca. Friday, June rgth. 
For Victoria, B.C..,.... per N. BP. Co Saturday, June soth. 
For Hongkong ......... eer P.O. Co, Sunday, June srst 
Foe America ...cccsseces per, & O.Co. Friday, June s6th. 
For Victoria, B.C....... per O.R. & N.Co. Sunday, June s8th. 
for Europe, vid Hong- 
+ WOME cccccsccneeees aieoics per N. 1. Iloyt Saturday, July sxth. 











LAIES1 SHIPPING. 
+---——— 
ARRIVALS. 


Agamemnon, British steawner, 1,342, Steeves, 6th 
June,—Kobe 4th June, General.—Butter field & 
Swire. 

Chittagong, British steamer, Oliver Davey, 6th 
June,—Portland, Or., 7th May, vid Honolulu 
25th, Mails and General.—Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Donan, British steamer, Christie, 6th June,—New- 
chwang 31st May, General.—Chinese. 

Gaelic, British) steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, 6th 
June,—Hongkong vid ports, 30th May, Mails 
and General.—-O. & O. S.S. Co. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W. B. Seabury, 
7th June,—San Francisco 20th May, vid Hono- 
lulu 27th, Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Gerda, German steamer, 1,243, T. Elilers, 7th 
June,—Hongkong goth May, General.—Simon, 
Eveis & Co. 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, Nunome, 
7th June,—Kobe 5th June, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Shibata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,714, Matsu- 
moto, 7th June,—Sakata 5th June, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Olympia, U.S. flagship, Captain J. G. Read, 
8th June,—Hakodate 6th June. 

Geo. R. Scolfield, American ship, 1,345, S. S. Den- 
ning, 8th June,—New York 3rd January, Oil.— 
Standard Oil Co. 

Glengarry, British steamer, White, 8th June,— 
Bombay, and Kobe 6th June, General.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Wakanoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,342, J. 
McKenzie, 8th June,—-Sakata 6th June, Gene- 
ral_—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, A. Harras- 
sowitz, gth June,—Hongkong 4th June, Mails 
and General.—H. Abhrens & Co., Nachf. 

Asagao Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,580, Matsu- 
moto, roth June,—Hakodate 6th June, General. 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,411, Tibbals, 
11th June,—Kobe oth June, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Yamashiro Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,512, W. 
Thomsen, rith June,—Hakodate 7th June, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sagami Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,168, Curnow, 
11th June,—Hakodate gth June, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Toyohashi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,870, N. 
Frennt, 11th June,—Hakodate gth June, Gene- 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, H. Walter, 
11th June,—Kobe gth June, General._—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Strathesk, British steamer, 1,454, Taylor, rath 
June,—Formosa 4th June, Sugar.—M. Raspe & 
C 





Oo. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 13th 
June,—Nagasaki, vid Kobe 11th June, Coal. 
Mitsu Bishi Sha. 

Totomi Maru, Japanese steamer; 1,396, A. Nishi- 
mura, 13th June,—Hakodate gth June, General, 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


DEPARTURES. 


Charleston (8),U.S. cruiser, Captain G. W. Coffin, 
6th June,—San Francisco. 

Centurion (14), British flagship, Captain S. H. M. 
Login, 6th June,—-Kure, 

Alacrity (4), British despatch-boat, Commander 
De Lisle, 6th June,—Kure. 
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Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
derson, 6th June,—-Kure. 

Verona, British steamer, 1,878, C. H. S. Tocque, 
7th June,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and Ge- 
neral.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Strathnevis, British steamer, 1,868, Pattie, 8th 
June,—New York, General,—W. M. Strachan 
& Co. 

China, British steamer, 2,600, W, B. Seabury, oth 
June,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 

Cormovan, German gunboat, Captain Brindman, 
gth June,—-Chefoo. 

Hector, British steamer, 2,826, John Barr, gth 
June,—London vid ports, General.—Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Gaelic, British steamer, 2,690, W. G. Pearne, goth 
June,—San Francisco vid Honolulu, Mails and 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Fapan, British steamer, 2,795, T. Leigh, gth June, 
—London vid ports, Mails and General.—P. & 
O. S.N. Co. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, Ekstrand, 
gth June,—Shanghai via ports, Mails and Gene- 
ral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sakura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,827, Nunome, 
oth June,—Hakodate and Otaru, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Sakata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,197, Iwanaka, 
a June,—Sakata, General.—Nippon Yusen 

aisha. 

Asagao Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,580, Matsumoto, 
11th June,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Gerda, German steamer, 1,243, T. Ehlers, mith 
June,—London via ports, General.—Simon, 
Evers & Co. . 

Wakanoura Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,342, J. 
McKenzie, 11th June,—Hakodate, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Donan, Norwegian steamer, 897, Chiristie, 11th 
June,—Hongkong, General.—Chinese, 

Agamemnon, Britist steamer, 1,342, Steeves, 12th 
June,—London vid ports, General.—Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Glenogle, British steamer, 2,398, Gasson, tath 
June,—London via ports, eneral.-Jardine, 
Matheson & Co. 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,580, Matsu- 
moto, 12th June,—- Hakodate, General.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Oslo, Norwegian steamer, 777, C. H. Peterson, 
12th June,—Hongkong, General.—H. Grauert. 

Toyohashi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,870, N. 
Trennt, 12th June,-Hakodate, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Hohensollern, German steamer, 2,376, A. Harras- 
sowilz, 13th June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails 
and General.—H. Ahrens & Co., Nachf. 


J. T. Boag, Miss Browne, Mr. Carleton Curtis, 
Mr. A. J. Easton, Mr. Gontharet, Mrs. W. Harvie, 
Mr. T. Hayashi, Mr. I. P. Moniz, Mr. M. C. 
Pilkington, His Excellency Don Jose de la Rica, 
Mr. Cat! Roghe, Mr. W. S. Raymond, Mr. W 
A. Swinnerton, Mr. W. B. Stewart, Mis. Sargent, 
Miss Sargent, Major A. H. Thomas, Me. J. C. 
Taylor, Mrs. H. Webster, and Captain Zalinsky 
in cabin, 

Per British steamer China, for Hongkong via 
Nagasaki :—Hon. W. O. Smith, Dr. C. B. Wood, 
Mr. F. Browne, Mr. and Mis. H. D. G Jones, 
Mr. A. M. Gow, Mr, J. A. Hart, and Mr. W. A. 
Morris iv cabin. 

Per British steamer Fapan, for London via ports: 
—Mr. and Mis. F. W. Foster, Miss Johnstone, 
Miss Baker, and Mr. W. J. Thomson in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Kobe :— 
Messrs. W. Y. Carrol, W. L. Boeck, J. Danene- 
berg, and N. Takechi in cabin; Mrs. Fuku in 
second class. For Shimonoseki:—Mr. ‘I, Inagaki 
in cabin. For Nagasaki :—Mrs. Bondelovslii in 
cabin; Mrs. Kiyo Chiura, Mr. and Mes, Goltz- 
mann, and Mis. Roslinskii in second class. For 
Shanghai :—Messrs. Wallen King and T. Naka- 
hashi in cabin; Messrs. K. Sugimoto, D. Komiya, 
J. Yamaoka, and T. Harada in second class, and 
52 passengers in steerage. : 





CARGOES. 


Per British steamer Asloun, for Portland, Or., 
and Victoria, B.C. :— 
TEA. 
CHICAGO BEW YORK PACIFIC 
CANADA. AND WBST. AND EAST. CUAST, TOTAL. 
Hongkong ... 43 _ _ 10 58 
Hyogo .....c0 _ 432 _ 20 352 
Yokohama ... 66: 25755 788 164 45368 
Total ...... 702 3,078 788 194 4,778 
Per British steamer Gaelic, for San Francisco 
viA Honolulu :— 
THA. 
BAL NEW DEe MILWAU- OTHER 
OHANCIAGCH, YORE-CHICAGU. TROIT. KEBe CITIBSeTUTAL. 
Shanghai... 160 301 _ _ _ — 461 
Hyogo..... — 896 658 — 424 778 2,756 
Yokohama.3,514 1,547 2,925 502 263 499 9,250 


eS SS Sa ee 


Votal ...3,674 2,744 3,583 502 687 1,277 12,467 
Stan. 


SARK eBw 
emarictace., TORR, HARTFORD, @ulAbe 
Shanghai eee ere cesses — 32 =. 32 
Vokohama ......05 _ 170 —_ 170 





Total vn... cc _ 202 _ 202 
Perc Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, for Shanghai 
vid ports :— Treasure, $91,300.00, 








REPORIS. 


The British steamer Gaelic, Captain Pearne, 
reports :—Left Hongkong the 3oth May at 6.30 
p.m.; had fine weather throughout the passage. 
Arrived at Yokohama the 6th June at 9.15 p.in. 

The British stenmer China, Captain Seabury, 
reports :—Left San Francisco the 20th May. Ar- 
rived at Honolulu the 26th and left the 27th at 5 
p.m.; had light N.E. trades to long. 160° E.; 
thence to port variable winds and fine weather. 
Acrived at Yokobama the 7th June at 11.53 a.m. 
Time from Honolulu, 9 days, 22 hours; time from 
San Francisco to Honolulu, 6 days, 1 hour, 18 min. 

The German steamer Hohkensollern, Captain A. 
Harrassowitz, ceports:—Left Hongkong the 4th 
June at 2 p.m. and arrived at Quarantine Station 
the gth June att p.m. Weather through Formosa 
Channel, good; wind variable, last part of voyage 
strong S. wind, hazy. 





PASSENGERS. 
. ARRIVED. 

Per British steamer Chittagong, from Portland, 
Or., vid Honolulu :—67 Japanese, 11 women, and 
14 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Gaelic, from Hongkong via 
ports:—=-Mrs. L. Farmer, Mr. A. Kleinwort, Mr. 
E. F. Gros, Mr. D. W. Loring, Mr. and Mrs. N. 
J. Ede, Rev. and Mrs. M. Morris, Mr. O. Berg- 
mann, and Mr. F. P. Woodward in cabin. For 
San Francisco :—Major A. H. Thomas, Mr. A. J. 
Easton, Mrs. E. Bailey and child, Mc. H. Webster, 
Miss H. Dunlop, Rev. and Mrs. E. McFarland, 
Mr. G. McFarland, Mr. A. A. Overton, Mr. R. 
H. Roe, and Mr. J. P. Moriz in cabin. For 
Honolulu :—Captain and Mrs. E. Bray and Miss 
C. E. Bray in cabin. 

Per British steamer China, from San Francisco 
viA Honolulu:—Admiral Tirpitz, I.G.N., Lieut. 
Z. Von Ammon, I.G.N, Lieut.-Conmander F. 
H. Delano, U.S.N., Mr. F. Von Sehirach, Mr. H. 
G. Simon, Dr. Jas. A. Hart, Mr, Fruston Mortis, 
Mr. A. H. Butler, Mr. J. Goldsmith, Miss A. 
Patterson, Miss Slade, Mr. F. Slade, Mr. C. D. 
Hart, Mr. H. M. Hart, Mr. A. R. Riggs, Mr. W. 
F. Carroll, Mr. H. Nuno, Mrs. J. Goldsmith, and 
Mrs. M. Gozlinsky iu cabin. 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, from Hong- 
kong :—Mr. J. C. Bisley, Mr. C. Georg, Mr. A. 
von Pustau, Miss R. MacDonald, and Mr. W. 
Faust in cabin; Dr. W. Norton Whitney and 
family, Miss J. Harrison, Miss C. R. Gillett, and 
Mr. J.-Jannett in second class; Mr. H. Stanley 
Smith in third class, and Mr. de Silva on deck. 

DEPARTED. 

Per British steamer Verona, for Hongkong via 
ports :—Mr. H. F. Saummon, Dr. Bathe, Lieut.- 
Colonel A. E. Jones, Major and Mrs. Moller, 
Captain J. Y. Allan, Mrs, Henderson, Messrs. 
Dubuffet, Adet, J. R. Gibson, Boudilousky, Mr. 
ane ye b diashen and Miss Jones in cabin. 

er British steamer. Gaelic, for San Francisco . 
vid Honolult':—Captain and Mis. E, Bray, Miss]: 32 Lidell apa eget Ren 2.t0to 2.50 
C. E. Bray, Mrs. E.. Bailey, Master Bailey, Mr. Eee aches Sabie acetate 2.70tO 3.80 
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LATEST COMMERCIAL, 
a 





IMPORTS. 


Market quiet after a considerable trade in Grey 
Yarn and Grey Cloth. Fancy Cottons and 
Woollens are still reported dull “and without 
movement,” but it is certain that business goes 
on although importers apparently wish to conceal 
their doings. 

COTTON PIECK GOODS. 
PaER FIRCEe 
Uivey Shistings—-84%, 48b yds. sginches $2.40 -to 2.80 
Grey Shirtings—glh, hi yds. qsinches 2.70 to 3.25 
U. Cloth— lh, 24 yards, 42inches...... 1.70 to 2,00 | 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, 4ginches,. 1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assarted,24 yacds, 3oinches,, 2.00 to 3.75 
Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Black, (Pat ranv. 
$2 TCHES or. cee cee cesses cesses sue cen eee ene 0,16 to 0.22 
PSR PIRCE. 
Velvets=-Black, 35 yards, azinches ... 8.00 to 50,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.75 to 0.90 
TurkeyReds—z.0 to 2.41b, 24/25 yards, 
JO UNCHES crs reeceeees ovsse see oes ceneee ens 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3ib, 24/25 yards, 
JO INCNES vir srvcerceecsnccecnscee ces eee ens 
Turkey Reds~-3,8 to 4Ib, 24/25 yards, 


1.50 to 1.65 


8.70 to £.90 


*peulMoN 


Google 
















-| ttatian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 


accordingly. 
the doldrums, 
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WOOLELKINS. ren YARD, 


Flammel oc. cscceesecccecsecsecerececerssteess, $0.40 to 
Italian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches best 0.36 to 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 37 inches 
Medium ........ 03j0 to 
Commas oi.e. csc cee sec cne cesses see cee cae 
Mousseline de Saine—Crape, 24 yards, 
Qt HCHEB...... ccc ccccccreccsecercercercee 0.85 Ue 
Cloths—Pilots, 54 @ S6 inches ......... 0.35 to 
Cloths—Presidents, §4@ 5S inches .. 0.60 to 
Cloths—Union, 54 @ §6 inches ......... 0.40 to 
Wankets—Scaciet and Green, 3 to Sth, 
per W oo... ‘eit 


0.25 to 


@ 
on. 16/24, Singles ....c.scscsseseereene $36-50 to 
Nos. 28/32, Simgles ... 00s cseces con ene ces 40.00 to 







Nos. 38/42, Singles ...seeeeecerensses nee eee .00 to 
Nos. 32, Doubles ....0..c.cce ces eeecer eee one ai 06 to 
Nos. 42, Doubles ......... sevens 47.50 to 
Nos. 2/60, Plain........06.. seveseeseee, 66,00 tO 
Nos. 2,80, Plain...... sseveeee 83,00 tO 
Nos. 2/100, Plain ... . 105.00 to 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed.... 76.00 to 


Nos. 2/80, Gassed....... sess eeeee ee 92.00 to 
Nos, 2/100, Gassed ...........5.sesesere ae 905,00 tO 


MIETALS. 


0.474 
0.41 


0.324 
0.274 
u.22 
0.§0 


0.45 
0.70 


sen cee cen eeecereeeseeseeeee 0.60 8 0.75 
cot Or Yarras, eam ricue. 


38.50 
41.50 
4§.00 
45-00 
49-50 
69 00 
85.00 
808.00 
B1.00 
97.00 
135.00 


Quotations higher for Iron but dealers shy at 


the caised prices, and transactions are stopped 
Tin Plates and Wire Nails also in 


PRR PICUL. 


Mat Wate, incbe ccc. cece ccc ceecesceneenees 93.40 
Blot Bare, Rimchr...ccccse ccc ceecee cence eee 3645 
Rowad and squace up to Qinch oo... 3.40 
lron Plates, nesorted .......ccccecseuee 3.65 
Sheet [Prom c.cccccccccccereeecen-seserseeseseee 4460 
Galvanized Tron sheets ...cccssessesseeess 9:00 
Wire Nails, assorted ........ cess eeeeee  § +50 
lin Plates, pec box 5.10 
Pig Ieom, NO. 4 ce ccc ccecees 


KIEROSIUNE, 

No change in values. Slow market, 
only filling actual wants, 
AMESICAM oie cee ce cee cen cee ees 


to 3.45 
to 3.50 
to 3.50 
tO 3.75 
to 4.80 
to 9.40 
to 5.60 
to §-30 


1.65 to 1.70 


dealers 


OO bee coe see see vee $2.15 to 2.25 


RUSSIAN wie sie ceesecctecceceesessseceressceesesese 2,20 0 2.226 


Langkat ......ccccescesseeceesseensceees 
SUGAR. 
Brown—Formosa kinds stronger and 


buyers 


appear willing to pay some advance. Other sorts 
unchanged with business done at quotations. 
White—Prices quoted higher with a quiet market. 


Buyers will doubtless come in ere long. 
PER 


PICUL, 


Rrown Takao .....c.ccsccceeeeeeees. Nom. $4.25 to 4.30 


Brown Manila ... 21... ssc see ceecce eve cence 
Brown Daitong (New) ...ccccsessreroes 3.30 ¢ 
Browo Canton ...... sedans 3.80 t 


5.00 to §.80 


0 3.25 
© 4.80 


White Java and Genaae sccacaskicn 6.90 to 7.00 


White Retined......... 





EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


0 cee cee 6.75 to 9-£0 


Prices again lower and after a period of extreme 
quiet a little business is doing for Europe at or 
under quotations. A few boxes of New Silk are 
on the market, and one small parcel is under con- 


sideration at $650. News from China 


eport a 


deficiency in the Whiteesilk crop of 10 per cent. 
as compared with last year, but we have not heard 
as yet of the market being opened in Shanghai. 
The symptoms were that Chinese would ask more 
than exporters are willing to pay. Here in Japan, 
all goes well with the Katko but it is too early yet 


to estimate the probable out-turn. Stock 
Silk here 8,000 piculs. 
QUOTATIONS. 
Filatures—Uxtra g'st, 80/62 deity sesieree 
FilaturesExtra ¢3/15, 04/16 den...Nom. 


of Old 


Filatures—-No. 8, 10/13 deniers... 01.0000 16$740 to 750 
Filatures—No. 9, #3/t5, 14/96 den......... 650 to 660 
Filatures~No. 14, 10/14 deniers ............ 700 to 710 


Filatures—-No. ef, 03/16, tg/szden. ...... 630 
Filatures—-No. 2, 10/15 deniers... ...scccee. 660 
Pilatures—No. 2, 14/18 deniers... ...sccceesee 600 
Re-reels—=No. 6, 03/95, 4/06 dete srecrsee 

Re-reels—=No. 14, 14/16, 14/07 deniers...... 610 
Re-reels—No. 2, 14/18 deniers ...... Nom. 580 
Re-reels—No. 24, 14/18 deniers .. Nom. 570 


to 640 
to 660 
to 620 


to 615 
to §go0 
to 575 


Re-reels—=No. 3, 14/20 deniers...... Nom. 550 to 560 


Kakedas—Extea iccsscceeceesee cee cesses cers 

Kakedas—No. 1 PITMTUNITEIIOTI OCI eT Ieee) 
Kakedas—No. | '] 200 868 068 cee F8e Cae FOF ORe coe ne see 
Kakedas—-N0. 2 cssesccesenseesse cee seecns sess 
Kaxedas—No. ZA cn cecceccee seoeeee eee eseeces 


WASTE SILK. 


Prices firm for old Waste with a quiet 
Nothing seen yet of New fibre. 


QUOTATIONS. 
Noshim=Filature, Best 10. .ceccssee see cee sorb G10 


Noshi—Oshu, TBeSt cc coe ces cccceccesvevesecveves FIO 
Noshi—Oshu, Good Pee ree ese een see tee Coe eee tee §10§ 
NoshimOshu, Medison ....s0scccescesseeeseese 200 
Noshim=Shinalrat, Best os .cccee sss ceesceses ove 

Noshi—Shinphit, God ....csrecccerseccccveree $5 
Noshi—Bushu, Best PYTUTIMTINII ELIE ee fe) 
Noshi—Bushu, Gond sevvccacnccccvecscvcesen § QS 
Noshi—Bushu, Medium... duc cee sec cences oeeene go 
Noshi—Joshu, Good PYIMII ETE SIIS ee 60 
Noshi—Joshu, Fair PTIPTINII CLIP ieiiei iets) 55 
KibisoFilaturce, HSBC 200 cucceecce cen vee cee cee 85 
KibigomFilature, SCCOOdE yctsusscons 75 


NoshimFilature, GOOd 0. .ccsescssssesenceeere 100 , 
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TKA. 

Large business with operations on a free scale 
chiefly in Good Common to Fine. Choice teas 
look cheap, while the lower grades are full value, 
al quotations, Settlements to date about 110,000 
piculs agaitist 130,000 last year, 

QUOTATIONS. 
CONSE iriiieiss stsiecetescesecesvisidiemr mousaes EO OR BEC 


CRG osc Scents nssco cde: aeces ctdbscseatesneessiqeesee SO fo Sy 
PRE ns nklattassiedintannenrseiesmenehks ae Beeb 34 
Et A eee ceeet en eae: 
Ged Media wrcsieuiscceesd siccscssscrmerescs, 19 0 90 
Medium ........ stutde, abestbistectpaiincs§ 47 OO 40 


Cnt COMROR cic caciessssdceisstreiectancinnn 95 00 96 
Common .. ...cc0rcscercevccsscvcccssccsvcsscorsssces 93 CO 84 


EXCHANGE. 
Exchange after rising a point fell again and 
closes steady, 
Sterling—Bank T.T. ,........ 


see eteeee 2/2} 


a — Bills on demand,,.... 2/2# 
— — 4 months’ sight ... 2/2}to}$ 
_- Private 4 months’ sight...... 2/3 


6 months’ sight..,.... 2/34 
On Paris—Bank sight ........0..0 00002 2-790 § 
On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight .,, 2.834 
On Hongkong—Bank sight.........t01 °/, d. 

— Private rodays’sight.12°/, d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight .........00. 722 

— Private 10 days’ sight... 732 
On India—Bank sight ......scesecseeeee 189 

— Private 30 days’ sight...... 191 
On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 54 


— — 


_ Private 4 months’ sight 56 
On Germany—Bank sight ..........6. 2.26 
— Private 4 months’ sight 2.30 


Bar Silver CLARO OWT wrcciaicatceccancccers 314% 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, June 11th. 
The following quotations have been wired to us 
from Hongkong to-day, from which a general rise 
hasto benoted. H.&S. Banks are quoted at 186 
per cent. premium Sales ; Hongkong Lands $71.50 
Sales; China Fires $95 Sales; H. & W. Docks 184 
per cent. premium Steady; H. & K. Wharfs $54 














Buyers; Douglasses $64 Sales; H.C. & M. Steam- 


boats $34 Sales; Punjom Mines $15 Sales; Raub 
Mines $5.50 Sellers; Balmorals $3.25 Sales; Nation- 
al Banks $29 Steady; Indo-Chinas $66 Buyers, 
Straits Insurance $29 Buyers; Traders $79.50 
Sellers and Luzon $65 Buyers. 

H. & K. Wharfs had buyers yesterday evening 
in Hongkong at $52, and as will be seen from the 
quotation above, shares have risen further to-day 
to $54. The rise is, we presume, due to renewed 
rumours regarding the railways. 

Local stock continue unchanged. 

Yokohama, June 12th, 

Latest mail advices from Shanghai are dated the 
Sth instant, from which the following changes in 
the share market have to be noted :— 


agth May. sth June. 
Indo-Chinas ....cccseveee conceees T. 51 se 
S. C. Farnhams. i..c0.05 ecvees he 205 T. 207.50 
Vangizses Insurance .........8 147.50 $ 145.50 
Se Be He Whale sesiscciscsovse Ze 190 T. 125 
Sheridan Mines ....sccssceeee T. 260 T. 3,50 
Shanghai Tugs........s00001. 197-50 ‘T. 200 
Perak Sugars ....... snabaneiass T. 46 T. 45-50 
Shanghai Ices ....cccoccocsreess ds 330 Zs 468 
Shanghai Laukats .........00. T. 550 T. 700 
Hall and Holtzs .......cccecess $ 34 $ 33 


Forward clearances consist of H. & S. Banks at 
185 per cent. for June and 195 per cent. premium 
for August; Straits Insurance at $29 and $30 for 
June, $29.50/30 for July, $30.50, for August and 
$32/32.50 for December ; Indo-Chinas at Tls. 51.50 
for June, Tls. 51 50/52 for July and Tis. 51.50/54, 
and $73.50 from Hongkong,for August; S. C, Farn- 
hams at Tis. 210 for June, Tls. 210.50 for July and 
Tis. 212.50/215 for August; China Sugars at$117.50 
for July and $118.50/118 for August; Lankats at 
Tis. 576 and Tls. 580 for 15th inst., Tis. 600 fos 
Sst and ‘Ts. 650/750 for July, and Shanghai 

umatras at Tls. 125 for 15th August. 

The following forward sale have been effected in 
Hongkong during the week ended 3rd inst. :—H. 
C. and M. Steamboats at $34/34 25 for goth inst. ; 
Douglasses at $62/63 for September; H. & K. 
Whiarfs at $50 for August and H. & W. Docks at 
Igt per cent. Premium for 31st August. 

The following telegram was received by the 
Secretary of the Punjom Mining Company from 
the Mines reporting the clean up for May :—" The 
mill ran 26 days, crushing 1,000 tons yielding 442 
ounces of smelted gold. Forty-two tons of con- 
centrates were calcined for a yield of 75 ounces,” 

Local stocks still remain uncharged, Brett & 
Co, Debentures are wanted at par, exclusive of 
accrued interest up to date. Japan Breweries 
have possible buyers at $200. 


piteed ty & SOC gle 








SOCIETE ANONYME DE TRAVAUX 
scheme DYLE ET BACALAN 


: A " | Capital: £ 300,000 
La =o |: Head Office: 45, Avenue Matignon, Paris 


— _ ene , 

B aiiiguss had in 
$s pa | mn oni A Sone PLA PRE AN? N 

a a en) WORKS IN EUROPE: 

ayn : as MS Bee at Bordeaux (BACALAN), France 
= : ime at Louvain (DYLE), Belgium 
s and Tramways, Plant and Rolling Stock, Carriages and Waggons, Wheels, Wheels 

and es combined, Permanent Bridges for Railways, Permanent and portables (démon- 
tables) Bridges for Roads, Girders and metallic Frames, Steam Launches and Steamboats, 
Boilers and Steam Engines, Dredgers. 


CONTRACTORS ® ag | 
FOR ah gon A 
Constructing and Working @ ~~ "~ 7 Fs 


th 5 
Railways and Tramways % 





7 . 
bh 
< Tes : 
* ae 
: 9 : 
= 5 i et 
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Apply to Messrs. BOYES & Co., Yokohama, A 
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ITCHING SKIN 





A warm bath with CUTICURA SOAP, and a 
single application of CUTICURA, the great skin cure, 
followed by mild doses of CUTICURA RESOLVENT 
(the new blood purifier), will afford instant relief, permit 
rest and sleep, and point to a speedy, economical, and 
permanent cure of the most distressing of itching, burn- 
ing, bleeding, scaly, and crusted skin and scalp diseases, 
after physicians, hospitals, and all other methods fail. 


Sold throughout the world, British depot: F. NEwsery & Sons, 1, King Edward-st., London, 
E.C. PotTreR Drue AnD CHEMICAL CORPORATION, Sole Proprietors, Boston, U. 8. A. 
Are most competent to fully appreciate the purity, sweetness, 
Women and and delicacy of CurICURA SOAP, and to discover new uses for 
it daily. In the preparation of curative washes, solutions, etc., 
Women Only for annoying irritations, chafings, and excoriations of the skin 
and mucous membrane, or too free or offensive perspiration, it 
has proved most grateful and comforting. Like all others of the CuTicuRA REMEDIES, 
the CuTICURA SOAP appeals to the refined and cultivated everywhere, and is beyond all 
comparison the most effective skin purifying and beautifying soap in the world. 





5) The Physician’s Cure 
for Gout, Rheumatic 


safest and most centle 
Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sick» 
ness of Pregnancy. 





The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 









Bia LEE LE oa SLEEP Bro 73 
mnt ity: old Throughout the World. 
N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. 


February 29th, 1896. 


' Original from 


CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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neon,  MILKMAID) 


<KINS Oy, 
> S BRAND 
DENSED MILK — 
















WHITE ROSE. 
The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 


‘‘The Sweetest of Sweet Odours.” 
Delightfully and delicately fragrant. 
BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 
ATKINSON'S ony “aenuine. rta3 ivi i 
Perfume, Toilet Powder, Soap, Tooth Powder, contain ell the cream of the original milk. 
In the proeess of manufacture nothing but 
water is removed, nothing but the best 
’ : refined sugar added. 
cd =i Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 


Sachets, & aH other specialities with this 
“charming” odour, of all Dealers throughout 
the World & of the Manufacturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 
TT 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 





TRADE warn. 
ey wONTeNSEDMMS |. - aha 4 Sips 
i SINSCONDENSEIMY che “<WVMilkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes. 










June 14th, 1895. 


 Apollinaris 


“TUE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 


a 





Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 








Indents of all kinds executed. 
Al and A BC Codes. 


“First in Purity.” 
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 


Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


| Scaperioneee S suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
forall.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sin Samust Baxer,in his work entitled ‘* The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—"'!I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines atthe service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 
short time I had many =, ge to whom I served ont 4 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisties 
them of their value,’’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations 
of allkinds, It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr. J. T. Coorer, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in 1471, says—** Ghad with me a quantity of 
Holloway's Ointmeot. | gave some tw the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fow! and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining “stock,” 

Sold by ull Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World, May «st, 1890 


THE PROCEEDINGS 





“Has a charm which makers of 
artificial aerated waters do not even 


dream of.”—MoRNING ADVERTISER. — 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTIHREIIHLD & SWiRE, 


YOKOHAMA. 
August 3rd, 1895. 


a a 






And see that each Jar bears Justus von Liebig’s 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. 
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— Af gst ay ae 
IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIRT : yer FOR SOUS. 


4 ’ 
tw Boor Form. Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LIEBIC’S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO.,Ltd, 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England, 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
September 14th, 1895. 


HE “Proceedings” include EPITOMISED 
DEBATES, Transiations of the Bills dis- 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in full, Questions put and the answers of 
the Government, and tne J.egicletive Work of 


the Session. 
Pee Sls 
To be obtained atthe Office of the Fapan 
Mail, No. st. Main Street. 
May 16th, 1896. 
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BIRTH. 


At 82en, Settlement, on the oth of June, the wife of. 


the Rev. W. T. Austen of a daughter. 
MARRIAGE, 


n June oth, 1896, at H.B.M.’s Consulate, Tokyo, 
ia a laa ae celts Cathedral, Tokyo, by the 
Right Reverend John McKim, D.D., Bishop of Tokyo, 
Uncle of the bride, assisted by the Reverend J. M. 
Francis. B.D., CHaRtes Wykeuam MALK, youngest 
son of Colonel James Francis Birch, late S.O.P., Liver- 
pool, to MARGARET KegrFooT, eldest daughter of the 
Reverend George Wallace, M.A., of San Mateo, 


California. 
DEATH. 


At 10 p.m., on the oth inst., Marjory Aba, the in- 
fant daughter of the Rev. W. I. and Mrs. AUSTEN. 





SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


—— 


Tue King and Queen of Siam are visiting Java. 


Marguisrs Ito and Saigo ‘have arrived safely 
in Formosa. 
Major-GEneRAL TRRAvcui will shortly start on 
a tour through Europe. 





Tre Russians have obtained a concession to 
work the gold miues in Korea. 


H.1.H. Prince Fushimi left Moscow on the 
oth instant, for Paris, vid Vienna. 


SeveraL Democratic State Conventions have 
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declared in favour of a Gold Standard and a 
strong feeling is manifested in American busi- 


ness Circles in the same direction. 





S1xTgEN lives were lost through two steamers 


colliding in the Inland Sea on Monday. 


Count anp Countsss Murtsu are going to the 


Hawaiian Islands for the benefit of the Count’s 
health. 





Mr. Kitacaxt, Vice-Minister of the Coloniza- 
tion Department, has returned from the Hok- 


kaido. : 





Count IraGaxt, Minister of Home Affairs, is 


touring through the Osaka district on official 
business. 


passes the Bandai-san eruption in its catalogue 
of horrors. 


Inouye will be appointed Minister of Foreign 
Affairs. 
Fire broke out at Suyeyoshicho, Gochome, 
Yokohama, on the 13th at 3.10a.m. One house 
was destroyed. 





Prince Howgntone, Imperial German Chan- 
cellor, has paid a prolonged visit to Marshal 
Marquis Yamagata. 


TuE Mary won the German Minister's Cup on 
Saturday, and the Masd Marion captured the 
German Residents’ Cup. 


NATURALIZATION papers have beén granted to 
Dr. de Jong, a Dutchman, the Kencho issuing 
the documents on the r1th inst. 


HE Divisions of Asakusa, Kanda, Shitaya, and 
Hongo, have united in opposition to the pro- 


| Posed Tokyo overhead railways. 
No notice will be taken of anonymous correspondence, - — Se ___ 


was drowned in the tidal-wave disaster. 
was visiting the town of Kamaishi. 


Mk. J. J. Enstre, H.B.M. Consul at Kobe, died 
on Sunday evening. His remains were accord. 
ed a Masonic funeral on Tuesday. 


He 


A Cricket team from the P. & QO. steamers in 


Jharbour, the Ancong and Aden, were badly 


beaten by alocal eleven on Wednesday. 


A very successful bazaar was held in the Maple 
Club grounds at Shiba on Friday and Saturday 


in aid of the funds of the Meiji Girls’ School. 


Tue Kwanto Shimbun, published at Utsuyo- 
miya, has been suspended, and its editor and 


proprietor each 


fined 25 yen for printing an in- 
decent article, 





THE Nippon, was suspended on the 16th inst., 


owing to an editorial, entitled “The reason 
for revolution,” being deemed injurious to the 
public peace. 





AT the Asakusa Hongwanji fiom the Igth to 


22nd inst., Buddhist Masses will be said for the 


repose of the souls of the soldiers of the rst 
Division who fell in the late War. 





the 15th inst., a tidal wave swept the north- 
astern shores of the main island of Japan— 
Rikazen and Rikuchiu—and washed everything 
before it. Towns and villages have been wiped 
out and thousands of lives lost. 


SoME carpenters were engaged in repairing a 
public bath, 
Tokyo, when an old pillar that was in an ad- 
vanced stage of decay, gave way. Lis fall loosen. 


ed the supports of a brick chimney aud the 


Google 





HE seismic catastrophe of the 15th inst., sur- 


RUMOUR is afloat among officials, that Count 


FRENCH missionary, the Rev, Father Rispal, 


belonging to Omori Soyemon of 


= = 
feehbare VoL. XXV. 
structure suddenly fell; one person was killed 
and three were injared. 


‘Tue Association of Public Interest” has been 
started. It will devote its attention to legal 
and commercial affairs arising among residents 
in thesettlement of Yokohama. The Association 
will publish a periodical. 


Dr. Jameson, Colonel Willoughby, Frederick 
White, Robert White, Grey, and Capt. Coventry 
have been committed for trial at Bow-street, 
London, the rest of the accused being dis- 
charged. 


Tur defeat of the Dervishes at Firket was 
thoroughly complete. The Dervishes lost one 
thousand men, including their commander, and 
hundreds were taken prisoner. The Dervishes 
were sirongly posted, but were surprised by an 
ably planned and vigorous attack. The Egypt- 





jan loss was twenty killed and eighty wounded. 


THE memorial postage stamps bearing Portraits 
of T.I.H. Prince Arisugawa, and Kitashirakawa 
have been completed and passed the inspection 
of the Minister of the Communications Depart- 
ment last week. They will be issued on the 
13th of September, the anniversary of the Em- 
peror removing to Head-quarters at Hiroshima. 


H.E. Lt HuneG-cwane was accorded a splendid 
reception on his arrival at Berlin. He has had 
an audience with the Emperor, being received 
with the highest honours. The principal German 
manufacturers are preparing great festivities in 
honour of His Excellency’s visit to the chief 
factories. The Emperor William has conferred 
upon him the Order of the Grand Cross of the 
Red Eagle. 


Tue Reform leaders have been fined £25,000 
each by the Transvaal Government. Colonel 
Rhodes, who with other leaders of the Johan- 
nesburg Reform Committee was sentenced to 
death by the Court at Pretoria, has refused to 
give an undertaking to abstain from taking any 
part in the politics of the Transvaal in the future, 
and he has therefore been banished. 





MERCHANTS still continue to display a disinclina- 
tion to disclose their transactions in Fancies 
and Woollens, but all the same it is apparent 
that a fair amount of sales and deliveries are 
taking place. There is less doing in Yarns, and 
prices for ordinary singles of the fuller counts 
are lower. Shirtings are very dull. Iron ig in 
fair demand, and Bars and Pig move freely ; 
Tin Plates are a shade better. In Wire Nails 
it is observed that the American article still 
freezes out all other makes. The market for 
Brown Takao Sugar is very depressed and 
arrivals are large. China sorts sold well at 
about late rates, but white Java have fallen, with 
some business passing. Refined sugars, are 
dull, but importers are confident of a better 
demand in the near future. Only a few re- 
tail sales to be noted in Kerosene with fair 
arrivals from Europe and America. A small 
daily business bas been done in Old Fila- 
tures for Europe: prices are nominally un- 
changed, but dealers would gladly lower quota- 
tions still further if that would tempt buyers to 
clear out the 7,000 piculs now remaining in 
stock. A few boxes of new Filatures have been 
sent in, bat no serious business ig yet spoken of, 
One thing is certain, that in the coming season 
prices are going to be lower still in spite of all the 
disasters that have overtaken sericulturists in 
Japan. In Waste Silk a fair business is doing, 
dealers having thoroughly realised the Situation, 
and stock is reduced to 4,800 piculs. Not 
quite so much done in Tea this week, the market 
closing quiet with the turn in favour of buyers. 
Present settlements are 120,000 piculs against 
150,000 last year. Exchange steady. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING THE WEEK. 
PEER Saran eee 


The point recently raised by the Nichi Nicht 
and reproduced in our columns, namely, the 


utterances of the British Minister in China and 
the President of the Shanghai Chamber of Com- 
merce with respect to the importation of machi- 
nery into China and the starting of factories on 
Chinese soil by aliens, evokes sarcastic com- 
ments from the Mainiché Shimbun. The Op- 
position paper does not deny that the Shimono- 
seki Treaty really removed the interdict from 
the importation of machinery into China. But 
it fails to see what advantage that provision 
confers on Japan, who, like China, is oblig- 
ed to send abroad for whatever machinery 
she needs, and has no machinery to sell to 
China. That the pro-official Wichi Nichi is 
so much concerned about this question and 
disputes so keenly over a trifle, suffices to show 
how earnestly the premier pursues empty fame, 
and how much value he attaches to the mere text 
of the Shimonoseki Treaty. That Document 
contributed really nothing to the practical bene- 
fit of this country, for while the Liaotung Penin- 
sula secured to Japan by the Treaty was retro- 
cessed a few days afterwards, the Treaty of Com. 
merce, to be arranged by virtue of the ayree- 
ment, is not yel concladed, the result being 
that Japanese capitalists hesitate to invest money 
in China. In short, this atlempt to make a 
flourish of trumpets about a Treaty the prac- 
tical benefits of which are entirely inconsistent 
with its text, seems to indicate a very weak 
situation, and to suggest the coming dotage of the 
Premier. Is it not the act of a dotard for whom 
the future has nothing good in store, to recall 
and repeat what has happened in the past, and 
try to find comfort in such retrospect? The 
Nichi Nichi, from its excessive anxiety to serve 
the interests of the Premier, has only done him 
an injury. Such isthe Mainichi’s comment. It 
would be difficult to conceive emptier hyper- 
criticism. 
* . * 

This article of the Afainicht has elicited a 
calm but dignified rejoinder from the Michi 
Niché. It is astonished to hear from an Oppo- 
sition paper any argument of the kind. The 
Opposition are above all things, to uphold a 
strong foreign policy, yet their chief organ scoffs 
at the triviality of a question of foreign policy 
that has excited much controversy. Moreover, 
the Mainichi declares with almost insolent én- 
souciance and rashness that the privilege of im- 
porting machinery into China is an empty thing 
to Japan. The fact is that the various sections 
recently amalgamated into the Opposition, have 
had a very short political career, and, as a rule, 
are very primitive in their political ideas. They 
are merely used as tools by a few professional 
politicians standing at the head of the Opposi- 
tion. No wonder that the doings of the Opposi- 
tion are so singularly wanting in the sense of 
responsibility and are prompted solely by the 
desire of thwarting the Government’s measures 
without offering any substitutes for them. 

* 


a * 

In a long note the Nicht Micki endeavours 
to convince the Mainiché of the fatal delusion 
under which the latter labours. It observes that to 
think that machinery for importation into China 
will be of the newest style and of such large 
dimensions as to be capable of construction in 
the West only, is a gross misconception. On 
the contrary, the machinery in largest demand 
in China can be made in Japan. Cotton gins, 
whose importation into China once attracted so 
much attention from consular bodies, are now 
abundantly and efficiently manufactured in 
Osaka. Moreover, from their conservative ten- 
dency, the Chinese prefer wooden to iron 
machines, and like those worked by hand rather 
than those driven by steam. Therefore when 
the Chinese begin to import machinery their 
orders will come chieflyto Japan. Further, to 
suppose that the advantage accruing from the 
import of machinery into China consists solely 
in the profit arising from that transaction, is a 


second error, forthe importation of machinery 
is Closely connected with another important 






affair, namely, the starting of industrial enter- 
prises on Chinese soil. Indeed, as clearly shown 
in the diplomatic correspondence that passed 
on the occasion, the aim of the Consular bodies 
in attempting to assert their nationals’ right to 
introduce machinery into China, was the incep- 
tion of foreign manufacturing business in the 
interior. But in this respect no Western coun- 
try occupies such an advantageous position as 
Japan, and since that advantage has been secur- 
ed in virtue of the Shimonoseki Treaty, the 
people must boldly take the initiative so as to 
enjoy tothe full the benefits thus obtained for 
them, Ya 


® 

The Mrppon, following in the footsteps of its 
kindred chauvinist, the Wippon-yin, has written 
in such inflammatory style about the “ Principle 
of Resolution,” that it has been suspended. The 
essay, over the signature of its acting chief editor, 
Mr. Fukumoto, was to appear in three articles ; 
but the first two were considered sufficient- 
ly prejudicial to the maintenance of public order 
to warrant the ban of suspension. These articles 
first discussed the ordinary principles of ad- 
ministration and then the extraordinary expedi- 
ents by which people do away with the Govern- 
ment when it abuses its power and acts contrary 
to the bests interest of the country—expedients 
popularly known as revolution. The writer next 
quotes some typical instances from the pages 
of Japanese history, by way of illustrating the 
absolute necessity at times of having recourse to 
revolution. The examples chosen are the Re- 
storations of the Zarkwa era (about 12 centuries 
ago) and that of the Mes/i era. The subversion 
of the Soga and of the Tokugawa families, 
which held the reins of Government at the 
periods in question—that is to say, the elabora- 
tion and practical undertaking of a plot known 
as revolution, was absolutely necessary to save 
the nation from being plunged into inextricable 
depths of misery and misfortune. If, therefore, 
as some bigoted thinkers observe, it is traitorous 
and disloyal to rise against any Government 
actually in possession of power, then the Em. 
peror Genchi and his able assistant Fujiwara 
Kamatari, who overthrew the Government of 
Soga, and the late Princes Sanjo and Iwakura, as 
well as Saigo, Kido, Okubo, and many states men 
now occupying distinguished posts, to whose 
subversion of the Tokugawa Regency, the coun- 
try is indebted for its present greatness and pro- 
sperity, all those great men must be stigmatized 
as traitors and rebels. So far there is nothing 
objectionable, but when the writer proceeds to 
observe that “the men holding administrative 
power are exceedingly liable to exercise it 
beyond the limits that necessity sanctions ; that 
the Government of Japan is specially prone to 
(o run into this abuse ; that were such a state of 
affairs suffered to remain unchecked, the happi- 
ness of the people would be impaired by the 
Government ; a catastrophe to be prevented only 
by recourse to revolution,—when the writer goes 
on in this strain it is certainly for the interests of 
the nation to put a stop to such anarchical and 
highly inflammatory utterances. 


The 1% contends that a patent of Peerage 
must be conferred on the son of the elder Saigo, 
who rendered most distinguished service in the 
grand work of the Restoration. Some may 
object on the ground that Saigo went astray 
from the path of loyalty at the last stage of his 
career, and therefore invalidated his title to 
claim any distinction for hisdescendants. The 
Fifi replies that the movement to which Saigo 
had to lend his countenance had its orign 
solely in opposition to the Government of 
the day, his loyalty toward the Court being 
constant to the last; and that the move- 
ment, though somewhat differing in method, 
does not materially differ in motive from the pro- 
cedure of the Opposition towards the present 
Cabinet. As to the second objection, that the 
brand of a traitor and rebel having been set 
upon Saigo, his descendants are precluded from 
enjoying any public distinction, the F177 points 
to the cases of Viscount Enomoto and Count 
Mutsu, both of whom, though they once fell 


under the same proscription, were ultimately 


ennobled for distinguished services subsequently 


Google 












rendered to the State. Further, the stigma was 
removed from Saigo’s name by the general am- 
nesty issued on the occasion of the proclamation 
of the Imperial Constitution, and the service 
that he rendered to the cause of the Restoration, 
sufficed not merely to balance, but also to so far 
outweigh his last acts that they amply entitle 
him to the same gracious treatment as that ac- 
corded to the above-named statesmen. 


«« 


The same paper discusses the evils of aristo- 
cracy in another article, and observes that, as 
history proves, the arbitrary and selfish doings 
of an aristocracy have been and are still one of 
the principal causes conducing to the decline of 
national prosperity. Japan suffered during 
some eight centuries from a similar misfortune, 
the real power of state being monopolized by a 
special kind of aristocracy known as Samu- 
rat. Nevertheless her aristocracy presented 
some striking points of contrast with the aristo- 
cracy of other lands. For instance, the Samu- 
raé were wonderfully disinterested and were uot 
only free from the extortion and corruption that 
characterized their types in other countries, but 
were also magnanimous and merciful. They 
even exempted the people from paying taxes 
when calamity of any kind was abroad. That 
was so because the Samurai had a canon of 
morals, called Bushido, and strove to act up to 
it. Indeed the fact that the feudal aristocracy, 
or Samurat, while wielding extraordinary power 
over the commen people, did not interfere at 
all with the nation’s development, but rather 
helped to foster it, must be considered a most 
important factor makiig for the present great- 
ness and prosperity of the country. With the 
rehabiliation of Imperialism, the Samurai lost 
their power and the old aristocracy virtually 
disappeared. Recently, however, a new form 
of aristocracy has been created, and the num- 
ber of Peers thus brought into existence is very 
large. Theoretically the éyé scoffs at such 
childish proceedings, but at the same time sees 
no use in giving its opinions now about the 
creation of Peers. On the contrary, it avers 
that the practice having once been initiated, no 
consideration about the pecuniary grants that 
accompany patents of peerage should deter the 
Court from extending the privilege to all 
that are entitled to it. The grant of money 
should be discontinued for the future, and 
parchment alone should be given. That would 
facilitate the creation of Peers. There is one 
thing to which the $i wishes to call the at- 
tention of the Peers, namely, the absence of any 
difference whatever between them and the com- 
mon people in respect of public and private 
right. If that point be duly observed, the ex- 
istence of a peerage will not impair the beautiful 
characteristics of the Japanese race and may be 
tolerated as an ornament of society. 

oe 

The Kokumin has something to say about 
preserving the Samurazs code of morals. It 
expresses surprise that while attempts are being 
vigorously made to preserve the old temples and 
shrines nothing of the kind is done for that good 
old institution, the Samurart. Yet every one 
admits that the dJushido (Samurai’s moral code) 
as adapted to present requirements, should be 
maintained and encouraged. Was it not due 
to the teaching of that code that Semuraf were 
strictly faithful, disregarded even their own life 
at the dictates of loyalty and duty, were strictly 
disinterested, and repaid with unfailing gratitude 
all confidence reposed in them? That canon, 
weakened though it be, still exercises great in- 
fluence over the minds of the people. That the 
Japanese troops, who are mostly farmers’ sons, 
behaved during the late war justas the Samu- 
rai did in old times, shows how potent the in- 
fluence of the Bushido still is. None the less, 
if the ancient canon be left neglected, it is sure 
to lose itshold onthe nation. The best interests 
of the country dictate that attempts be made both 
by the Government and by the people towards 


preserving the venerable code of the Samurat, 


and the popular policy of education should be 
conducted with that object in view. 
Sg 
* * 
The Michi Nicht discusses the prospect of 
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Japanese labour, and observes that the emigra- 
tion of Japanese labourers is sure to cease with 
the greater activity of manufacturing enterprise 
at home. Not only will emigration cease, but 
labour being inadequate to meet the domestic 
demand, wages will rise. The growing activity 
of industry in China will prove a powerful 
factor toward promoting that result, for Chinese 
labourers, owing to their sluggish and un- 
systematic disposition, as also to their propen- 
sity to practice theft, are entirely inferior as 
mechanics. When Chang Chih-tung started a 
State weaving mill at Wuchang, he asked the 
Japanese Consul in Hankow to procure for him 
a large number of Japanese labourers and 
mechanics, The Consul having declined, Chang 
was obliged to employ Chinese, but so sluggish, 
indolent, and given to pilfering were they, that 
an inspector had to be appointed for every five 
mechanics to superintend their work. Business 
conducted in such a way can never pay. Indeed, 
experts are of opinion that no manufacturing 
enterprise in Shanghai or at other places in 
China will pay unless worked by Japanese 
labourers. Indian coolies are little better than 
Chinese. Hence the increased activity of indus- 
try ia Japan and China will tend to raise the 
price of labour. Another practice incidental to 
industrial activity is that of subjecting children 
to excessive labour, even to the serious detri- 
ment of their health. This must be duly guard- 
ed against from the present. 


* * 

The Fifi suggests the necessity of amending 
the Election Law. Its opinion is based on the 
fact that whereas the Land Tax has hitherto 
constituted more than one half of the Revenue, 
the recent sudden expansion of the latter has 
entirely reversed the ratio between the payments 
of the farmers, on the one hand, and those of 
manufacturers and merchants on the other. In 
point of fact, the last two classes of tax-payers 
are now obliged to furnish three-fourths of the 
total receipis to the Treasury. Therefore the 
existing Election Law which attaches par- 
amount importance to the representation of 
agriculturists, is wholly ill-adapted tothe changed 
State of affairs, and requires radical amendment. 
The Fit leaves the practical treatment of this 
question to the arrangement of the Authorities 
and confines itself to the suggestion that cities 
now constituting municipal corporations had 
better be detached from rural districts, and 
elevated into independent electoral sections. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 





LI HUNG-CHANG AND RUSSIA. 


Tue Berlin correspondent of a London paper 
writes :—Great importance is attached to the 
negotiations which Li Hung-chang has been 
engaged in for some days with the leading per- 
sonages in St. Petersburg, especially with M. 
de Witte, Minister of Finance, who is regarded 
as particularly anxious to conclude a (treaty with 
China. Mr. Curzon’s repeated declaration that 
Russia denies the existence of any treaty is re- 
cognised as perfectly correct, but well-informed 
Russians frankly admit that steps have already 
been taken for the extension of territory without 
a treaty, and that Russian officers are surveying 
the country through which the Siberian railway 
is to run to some ice-free port. The line is to 
start from Chita, in the Trans-Baikal territory, 
and will be about sixteen hundred versis in 
length. M. de Witte wishes to insert in the 
proposed treaty the building of the Chita-Port 
Arthur line, as he is convinced that Russo- 
Chinese commercial relations, which are not as 
yet very important, would be considerably ex- 
tended by it, and a great part of China opened 
to Russian commerce. ‘ 
* ite 

The Bourse Gasette, of St. Petersburg, one of 
M. de Witte’s chief organs, confirms the above 
statement, and adds the following :—The pro- 
bability of a Kusso-Chinese Agreement cannot 
be denied. Russia’s relations to China are older 
than those of almost any other European Power. 
They date back for centuries, and have borne, 
for the most part, a peaceful commercial charac- 
ter. On the Pamirs, in Kokand, in Kiachta, 


and on the Amoor, there is constant direct inter- 
course with the Chinese, or the populations 
subject to them. Since the opening of the Suez 
Canal, the sea trade, also, has developed. To 
Russia’s friendly intervention China owes the 
preservation of her territory, and the conclusion 
of a loan guaranteed by Russia delivered the 
Celestial Empire from the hostile Army. On 
the other hand, the founding of the Russo- 
Chinese Bank gave new life to the commercial 
relations between the two countries. ‘These are 
unmistakably sound reasons for reformulating 
their Treaty relations. The building of the 
Siberian Railway still further enhances the im- 
portance of an Agreement. The continuation 
of the railway southwards, and to the ice-free 
ports of the Gulf of Pechili, gives Russia and 
all Europe a straight road to the Pacific. This 
railway may impart fresh life to our commer- 
cial relations with China, and lead to the 
colonization of the adjacent desert tracts. Rus- 
sia has no occasion to interfere with China’s 
internal affairs. Let the Chinese remain Chin- 
ese, a peace-loving people, without menace to 
their neighbours. Russia is interested in the 
protection of her East Asiatic possessions, while 
it is important for China to be able to Jean on 
an alliance with the Russians in defending her 
territories against Japanese and other attacks. 
Peaceful and warlike interests equally render 
imperative good and neighbourly relations be- 
tween Russia and China, and if the arrival of 
the Extraordinary Chinese Mission improves 
them in any respect, it would be a matter of 
congratulation. 


A TRIBUTE TO THE QUEEN. 


Six EDWIN ARNOLD contributes to Zhe Forum 
an article on “‘ Victoria, Queen and Empress,” in 
which he rapidly sketches some of the marvel- 
lous results which have been achieved under 
the reign of the great Queen. He further says :— 
“The heart of gold, the will of iron, the royal 
temper of steel, the pride, the patriotism, and the 
deep piety of Victoria have been enshrined in a 
small but vigorous frame, the mignonne aspect 
of which especially strikes those who behold her 
for the first time in these her “chair-days.” It 
was reported how, when Prince Albert was 
dying, he roused himself from a period of 
wandering to turn with ineffable love to his 
spouse and Sovereign, saying to her with a kiss, 
“Good little wife!” And when the Prince 
Consort was actually passing away, after those 


. | twenty-one years of wedded happiness, it was 


told how the Queen bent over him and whisper- 
ed, “It is your Js¢¢le wife,” at which last words 
the Angel of Death stayed his hand while once 
again the dear eyes opened and the dying lips 
smiled. But though this be so, noone who has 
been honoured by near approach to Her Ma- 
jesty, or has ever tarried in her presence will 
fail to testify to the extreme majesty of her bear- 
ing, mingled always with the most perfect grace 
and gentleness. Her voice has, moreover, 
always been pleasant and musical to hear, and 
isso now. The hand which holds the sceptre 
of the seas is the softest that can be touched ; 
the eyes which have grown dim with labours of 
State for England, and with too frequent tears, 
are the kindest that can be seen.” 





DSCLINE IN MENTHOL, 


MENTHOL, which commanded $4.65 per pound 
this time last year, is now quoted at $3.60 on 
spot, with offerings for forward delivery at $3.30 
without buyers. At current London quotations 
the cost of. importation is about $3 per pound, 
including tariff duty of 25 percent. There is 
little disposition to operate in the article, as the 
market is considered unsettled, owing to a sup- 
posed accumulation in Japan, due to the high 
prices prevailing last year. The Japanese pro- 
ducers and dealers had an idea that the outer 
world was consuming menthol by the wholesale, 
and that the growing popularity of the article as 
a headache cure would extend demand beyond 
supply apparently, that stocks were being con- 
centrated here and thatthe advancing prices were 
more or less artificial until this market dropped 
from its own weight. The Japanese traders seem 
to be convinced that it is useless to retain sup- 
plies longer in the hope of better prices, and are 
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more inclined to do business on a comparatively 
low basis, as stated above. When menthol 
was first introduced it sold in this market at $1 
per pound, and the peppermint oil from which 
it was taken did not seem to be robbed of its 
strong pungent odour. The tariff duty was 
placed on menthol in the hope of encouraging 
American enterprise, but there is no induce- 
ment offered by domestic peppermint oil, which 
is light and more delicate when compared 
with the strong Japanese product. The extrac- 
tion of menthol from imported oil has received 
consideration, but it was found that the under- 
taking would not prove profitable. Consump- 
tion of menthol is about steady; no increase has 
been noticeable for some years.—NMew Pork 
Shipping List. 


THB SHAH’S MURDERBR. 


It appears that Jemaledin, who instigated the 
murder of the Shah, is an associate of Prince 
Malcom Khan, an Afghan by birth, but 
a resident of Persia. Prince Malcom Khan’s 
advanced views were distasteful to the Shab’s 
Ministers and he was expelled from Persia. 
Jemaledin shared these views and was also 
expelled Jater on. He is a learned man, 
knows several languages, and has travelled in 
remote countries. When he was expelled from 
Persia he went to Egypt, but owing to political 
intrigues was expelled from there. Eighteen 
years ago he came from Egypt to Bombay. Here 
he tried to foment a quarrel between the Sunis 
and the Shiahs, and eventually finding Bombay 
too hot for him, went to Hyderabad. His in- 
triguing propensities were responsible for his 
expulsion from Hyderabad also. He then went 
to England, where he met Prince Malcom Khan 
and was by the latter sent to Turkey. ‘lhere 
be was at once placed under surveillance. Com- 
munications subsequently passed between the 
Shah and the Sultan, and the latter assured the 
Shah that Jemaledin should continue under 
surveillance. He remained quiet in Turkey for 
some time, but, about eight months ago, sent 
Mirza Mahomed Rezahe, the murderer, and 
eight others as emissaries to work out his designs. 
For eight months the emissaries had been 
watching for opportunities to take the life of 
the Shah. It now appears the murderer was 
not a Babi, and the Babis are therefore consoled 
at the thought, and hope that the rancour of the 
Moguls against them will diminish_— Rangoon 
Gasette. 


NAVAL NEWS. 


Tne ship’s company of H.M.S. Plover, says 
the China Mazi, turns over from the Victor 
Emanuel to their ship on the 13th June. The 
Plover will be ready for her steam trials about 
a week later, and will be out of the hands of 
the Dockyard staff before the rst of July. She 
then proceeds north. The Redpole leaves for 
Canton on Saturday to be present at the Dragon 
Festival, returning to Hongkong in about a 
week. The Raétler leaves next week for Singa- 
pore. The Humber will load stores for the 
squadron in the north, leaving for ports of call 
to join the Admiral at Hakodate. The P.& O. 
steamer Borneo brings out relief details for the 
Victor Emanuel and other vessels. It is ru- 
moured that owing to the many alterations that 
are being made in H.M.S. Grafton, she will 
not leave England until the end of July. She 
will then come out East of@ the Cape of Good 
Hope, and is not expected in these waters till 
September. The Zdgar’s stay on this station is 
being long drawn-out; her present commission 
really expired a year ago. 


OUTRAGE ON FOREIGNERS. 
Kose, remarks the Chronicle, is fast becoming 
notorious for brutal assaults committed upon 
foreigners by ruffianly mobs of coolies, who seem 
to revel in the sport of beating a foreigner well- 
nigh todeath. We have frequently given publi- 
cily to outrages of this kind, and we regret to 
say that it becomes our duty now to add an- 
other to an already lengthy list. It appears that 
on Sunday evening, four or five sailors from the 
French cruiser Zs/y, visited a grogshop in Sakai- 
machi where a tumbler was accidentally broken. 
The suggestion is that the men had imbibed 
“not wisely, but too well.” It may be so: we 
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do not know. Ifso, greater forbearance should 
have been shown to them: it is certainly no 
excuse for savagery on the partofacrowd. We 
have been informed by other witnesses that 
the men did uot appear to be intoxicated. 
When they went into the street, they were sur- 
rounded bya violent crowd of ’rikisha coolies 
and others, armed with big sticks, and other 
weapons, who like a lot of fiends set upon 
the sailors, belabouring them unmercifully—it 
might almost be said with murderous intent, for 
some of the respectable Japanese whio witnessed 
the occurrence certainly thought the sailors 
would be killed. The men, at least, were very 
seriously hurt, one having an awful gash on his 
head, besides several wounds of a less serious 
nature. Another of the sailors had an arm dis- 
located, and all suffered more or less from the 
cowardly attack. Two sailors escaped, but 
the others we understand, were taken to the 
Municipal police office and afterwards conveyed 
to their ship. We (fapan Mail) imagine that 
there must be another side to this story, 


THE PROPOSED NEW CANADIAN MAIL, 
Tur “ Lookout Man” of Fairplay writes :— 
Referring once more to the interesting and 
Imperial project of the proposed fast Canadian 
Mail Service, I am informed that, in spite of the 
efforts that have been made to induce the Im- 
perial and Canadian Governments to reduce 
the speed of the proposed steamships to 18 
knots, it has been decided that 20 knots sea- 
speed shall be adhered to. I believe it was 
suggested that in the conditions of tender the 
trial trip speed of 21 knots should be required ; 
but it was peinted out that this might relieve the 
contractors of liability as to sea-speed in the 
event of the prescribed trial trip speed being 
obtained, and in the event of the failure of a 
sea-speed of 20 knots. It was also stated on 
the highest authority that in order to oblain a 
sea-speed of 20 knots under ordinary conditions 
of Atlantic weather, a trial trip speed of 214 
knots was absolutely necessary to success. In 
view of the large number of high speed steam- 
ship at present trading to New York, from the 
Campania and Lucanita—doing their 212 knots 
—to a host of others in the neighbourhood of 
20 knots, the Imperial and Canadian Govern- 
ments have not, itis said, entertained any reduc- 
tion of the speed of the proposed Imperial 
Atlantic service. Moreover, it is a known fact 
that the North German Lloyd are at this mo- 
ment building two Atlantic liners to closely ap- 
proximate, if not to equal, the speed of the 
Campania and Lucania. It is believed that 
tenders for the proposed Canadian Mail Service 
will be shortly called for by the Dominion Go- 
vernment, and will be dealt with about the 
month of June. 


WAR*SHIPS AND LIQUID FUEL. 

Liquip fuel has been definitely adopted for the 
two German coast-defence vessels Odin and 
Jégir, after a series of experiments made on 
torpedo-boats as well as on the Siegfried, The 
fuel consists of hydro-carbons of great heating 
power, its principal element being products 
distilled from Russian petroleum, mixed with 
Other oils. The evaporation is eight or nine 
times as powerful as with coal. Besides which, 
the specific gravity of this fuel being much less 
than that of coal, a much larger quantity can be 
carried, and hence the radius of action of the 
vessel is greatly increased. 


ACCIDENT IN SHANGHAL HARBOUR. 


Tue dredger Anding, says the V.-C. Daily 
News, sank in the river between the British 
Naval and P. & O. buoys on the 10th inst. It 
appears that Capt. J. P. Roberts had made pre- 
parations for moving the wreck by taking up 
some of the moorings, when a little before mid- 
night the tide came up with an extraordinary 
rush and carried away the chains by which she 
was moored. She first of all fouled the tank 
steamer Pectan, but fortunately without doing 
any damage. The wreck then drifted over 
towards the Old Dock and from there came up 
with the tide until she fell alongside of H.M.S. 
Daphne. Clearing the Daphne, she then drift- 
ed across the. bows of H.M.S, Archer, finally 


sinking close alongside that vessel. Captain 
J. P. Roberts was on one of the pontoons at 
the time and went down with the sinking wreck, 
but was fortunately rescued by the /aoda of the 
Fuhle which had tried to get hold of the wreck. 
There were about 40 coolies on the pontoons, 
four of whom got on board the Archer; up to 
about 10 o'clock the River Police were under 
the impression that the rest had been drowned, 
but it then transpired that they all succeeded in 
getting on board a cargo boat, so fortunately no 
lives were lost, as was at first feared. 


THE PAMIRS. 

From the description given of the Pamirs by 
Captain Younghusband in “The Heart of a 
Continent,” an account of his travels through 
the Himalayas, Pamirs, Chitral, &c., the coun- 
try must resemble the treeless uplands of Otago, 
New Zealand, which, as traces of moraines and 
terraces show, were first occupied by glaciers, 
and afterwards by lakes. A pamir is a level 
plain bounded by ranges of mountains of vary- 
ing height on each side. That is exactly what 
the plains in Upper Otago are. The Pamirs 
were ‘levelled and filled up with the débris 
brought down by glagiers. ‘The glaciers, writes 
Captain Younghusband, ‘‘in former times de- 
scended much lower than they do now, and in 
all parts of them the moraines of old glaciers 
may be seen down in the valley bottoms, to 
which no glaciers now descend. All these 
Pamirs were therefore in former times filled 
with vast glaciers, and as the ice of them melied 
away the stony detritus remained and formed 
the plains which are seen at the present day. 
The Pamirs do not form a high plateau or table- 
land, as has often been supposed, but a series 
of valleys of a type common in very elevated 
regions where the winter is long and the rainfall 
in summer small, but not elsewhere.” 


A JAPANBSB SERICULTURIST IN OREGON. 
W. S. Ban, a progressive Japanese, occupies 
aranch of ten acres near Mt. Zion, Ore., for 
the prosecution of silk culture, of which he 
seems to be making a marked success. He 
began about two years ago with a thousand 
mulberry trees from Japan, the silk-worm eggs 
also being procured in that country. It is sug- 
gested that silk culture promises to afford profit- 
able employment to farmers’ wives and children, 
the work being very Jight and the treatment 
comparatively simple.—A merican Silk Fournal. 


NAVAL COURTBSIES. 


ApmiRAL Inouye, Commander of the Kure 
Port-Admiralty, and his staff, were entertained at 
dinner on board the Cen/urion at Kuré on June 
gth. Mr. Orita, Governor of Hiroshima, issued 
on June 8th to the local authorities of Kure, 
Miyajima, and Kurahashi instructions to give 
every possible convenience to the British crui- 
sers Centurion, Alacrity and Rainbow, as 
special permits had been given them to call at 
those places within the period of three months 
dating from June Sth. 


MASONRY UNDER THE SOUTHERN CROSS. 
FuLiy 2,000F reemasons assembled at the Town- 
hall, Melbourne, on the occasion of the Instal- 
lation of His Excellency Lord Brassey, P.G.W., 
as the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the 
United Grand Lodge of Victoria. The Grand 
Masters of Tasmania, South Australia, Queens- 
land, and New South Wales were present, and 
the scene is described as the most brilliant, 
dignified, and impressive that has ever been wit- 
nessed in Australia. 


THE U.S. MINISTER AT THE CZAR’S CORONATION 


For the first time in many years—some people 
say as far back as Benjamin Franklin’s day—a 
United States Ambassador has appeared at a 
Court function in a costume that approached 
very nearly the description of a uniform. At the 
Czar’s coronation festivities, the Hon. Clifton R. 
Breckinridge, the U.S. Ambassador, wore a black 
evening coat with metal buttons, white vest, 
knee breeches, and silk stockings. Mr. Breckin- 
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ridge’s style of garments, after all, was as near 
the garb in which Franklin made his appearance 
in the brilliant courts of Europe as modern 
practices would permit. 


MR. J. J. QUIN. 


Resipents of Nagasaki, says the local journal, 
will learn with regret that Mr. J. J. Quin, 
H.B.M.’s Consul, leaves for home by the Zm- 
press of China through ill-health mainly due 
to gastric troubles. On Saturday evening last 
a send-off dinner was tendered him by the 
Consular body at the Belle-vue Hotel. We trust 
that change of air and a temporary respite from 
the cares of office will shortly send him back 
among us as strong and hearty as of yore. Mr. 
R. G. E. Forster will be Acting Consul daring 
his absence. 


**SATSUMA MARU” RUNS ASHORE. 


Tue N.Y.K.’s steamer Satsuma Maru, which 
left Shanghai on the roth inst. for Japan, says 
the Shanghat Mercury of Friday last, ran ashore 
on the Kintoan Spit. She was passed by the 
Chiyuen, inward bound, on the morning of the 
11th, but the steamers which arrived at Shanghai 
on the 12th reported that they had seen nothing 
of her. The Mercury concluded that she had 
backed off and was uninjured and had proceeded 
on her voyage. 





DEATH OF MADAME SCHUMANN. 


Mapam& Crara SCHUMANN, the famous pianiat 
and relict of the composer, died at Frankfort- 
on-the-Main, on May 22nd, at theripe age of 77 
years. Mme. Schumann was “the uncrowned 
queen of pianists,” to quote the words of Hans 
von Bulow. She was not merely the widow of 
the man who wrote ‘“‘ Traumerei,” nor was she 
merely his wife. One might say truly that she 
was his artistic creator. Had it not been for 
Clara Wieck the world would never have heard 
of Robert Schumann. 


ATTEMPTED SAFE ROBBERY. 

Between Saturday night and Monday morning 
an altempt was made to force open the big 
Chubb’s safe of Messrs. W. M. Strachan & Co., 
No. 71, but without success. The burglar, 
evidently an amateur at the business, managed 
to break the rod to which the outside handle 
was attached, thus wedging the two locks, and 
aid had to be sought from the Engine and Iron 
Works before the safe could be opened. The 
thief would not have secured any loot had he suc- 
ceeded in forcing an opening, as the safe only 
contained books. 


DISCONTENTED JAPANESE AT GUADALOUPE. 

A TELEGRAM, dated New York, May 22nd, says: 
—A dispatch to the World from Basse Terre, 
Island of Guadaloupe, West Indies, vé@ King- 
ston, Jamaica, says :—The Japanese immigrants 
are again in rebellion. he uprising has be- 
come so formidable as to cause the planters 
grave anxiety. The Colonial Government is 
adopting drastic measures to suppress the in- 
surrection, notwithstanding the stipulations of 
the treaty. 


CHESS AT HONGKONG. 


Tue Hon. H.E. Pollock, says the China Mail, 
still manages to retain the championship cup of 
the Hongkong Chess Club. He has beaten his 
latest challenger, Mr. Bischoff, by two games to 
love. The second game,was closely contested 
and contained many interesting positions. The 
next challenger is Mr. C: A. M. de Jesus. 


A STRANGE STORY. 
From a telegram appearing in the American 
papers we learn that Li Hung-chang, the Tar- 
kish envoys, and the Persian Minister, having 
declined to doff their headgear, were refused 
admission in the Cathedral of the Assumption 
on the occasion of the Czar’s coronation. 


AN INCIPIBNT FIRE. 


AzourT a quarter past eight o'clock this morning 
fire broke out in an upstairs room of Whaley’s 
Hotel, No. 42. A Chinese painter engaged in 
melting wax over a fire, let some fall on the 
floor, and this ignited some rags and rubbish. 
With a few pails of water the flames were extin- 
guished, little damage being done. 
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THE EARTHQUAKE AND TIDAL 


WAVE. 
1 —— -—------ = 
It will be some time, doubtless, before full 


particulars reach Tokyo of the cruel disaster that 
has overtaken the people living. along the coast 
At intervals, happily 
long, Japan is visited by earthquake waves that 
devastate her shores and sometimes bury whole 


of Rikuzen and Rikuchu. 


villages permanently under their waters. Travel- 


ling by boat from Kanazawa to Kamakura, for 
example, one passes over a spot that was once 


crowded with habitations of which no trace 


whatever can now be seen through the clear 


water. Between 8 and 8.20 p.m. on the 15th 


instant a violent seismic disturbance occured 
in the ocean that bathes the north-eastern coast 


of the main island, Accounts thus far received 
place the centre of the disturbance in the vicinity 
of the celebrated island Kinkwa-zan, but that 
estimate requires verification. Between Kin- 
kwa-zan, on the south, and Hachinoye on the 
north, a distance of about 170 miles, practically 
the whole coast was swept by the wave, and as 
the times of the disaster’s occurrence at Minato, 
on the extreme north of the devastated littoral, 


and Kinkwa-zan on the south, differ by only 30 


minutes at most, itis scarcely conceivable that 
the genesis of the disturbance can have been in 
the neighbourhood of the latter place: such 
velocity of translation is out of the question. 
Another fact militating against ‘the supposition 
that Kinkwa-zan was the centre of the seismic 
energy, is that the shock was barely felt at 
Sendai, which is only 33 miles from Kinkwa- 
zan. What seems more probable is that the 
seismic force had its origin a good deal further 
north than the Kinkwa-zan coast, and the direc- 
tion of the force being northwards, only the con- 


vex littoral between Kinkwa-zan and Hachino-ye 


was struck by the wave. 
Fuller particulars of the seismic catastrophe 


in Rikuzen and Rikuchiu show that the injury 


to life agd property unfortunately exceeds the 
original estimate, instead of falling short of it, 
as we had hoped. The Prefectures chiefly 
affected are Miyagi and Iwate. According to 
the Official Gasefte of the 18th instant, which, 
of course, must be accepted as the most trust- 
worthy source of intelligence, the latest news 
from Miyagi is dated the 17th instant at 11.15 
a.m., and from Iwate the 17th at 8.50 a.m. In 
Miyagi the most terrible visitation was at Moto- 
yoshi, called also Shizukawa, a coast town some 
30 miles north of Kinkwazan. [t is now 
supposed that the earthquake had its origin 
in the sea somewhere about the same latitude 
as Motoyoshi. Evidently, however, the direc- 
tion of the seismic force was nearly due 
north, for thongh the tidal wave dashed 
in vast volume against the shore in the vicinily 
of the centre of disturbance, its general direc- 
tion of progression was towards Yezo, and 
by the time that it reached Erimo Cape in the 
Horoidzumi promontory, its violence had been 
greatly dissipated, and the damage wrought was 
comparatively trifling—8 lives lost, 8 ‘houses 
injured, 4 boats broken. Judging from the 
track thus indicated, the wave should have been 
felt, more or less, at Kushiro and the island of 
Shikotan, but no news appears to have been re- 
ceived as yet from those places. Returning 
now to the regions in the vicinity of the origin, 
we learn from the Official Gasetfe that up to 
noon on the 17th instant, the number of lives 
known to have been lost was 1,931, including 8 
warders and 7 prisoners in the jail at Okachi. 
The houses swept away or overwhelmed aggre- 
gated 660 in the same Prefecture. In Iwate 
Prefecture, again, the killed and wounded total- 
led over 2,000. As for the houses destroyed in 
that Prefecture, nothing is yet definitely stated, 
but we read that in Kamaishi only the elevated 
portions of the town were left, and that Odzuchi, 
Yamata and Kwazaki suffered similarly. It is 
to be feared that when fuller investigations have 
been made, the ternble total already ascertain- 
ed will be swelled to still larger propositions, 
Under such circumstances as the above, it 
may easily be conceived that heart-rending 
scenes were witnessed. The Michi Nicht Shim- 
bun makes brief allusion to these. At Moto- 








yoshi, it says, 121 bodies were found on the 
shore and over 40 were dug out of the sand. 
Children were seen weeping over the bodies of 
their parents, and mothers wandering about with 
the corpses of their babies in their arms. The 
Japanese are not prone to violent demonstrations 
of grief. After the appalling horrors perpetrated 
by the Bandai-san convulsion in 1886 and by the 
Gifu earthquake in 1891, the survivors, though 
evidently suffering deeply, went about their busi- 
ness with patient resignation, neither yielding 
hysterically topanicnor aggravating one another's 
pain by loud lamentation. ‘Their condition ex- 
cited all the more sympathy, and the foreign 
residents, with the charitable generosity that 
invariably marks their attitude towards any case 
of serious suffering among the people of this 
country, subscribed a handsome sum for the 
relief of the unfortunates. It appears to us 
that the present calamity ought to evoke a similar 
effort of benevolence. The official reports state 
that the crops of rice, mulberries, and so forth 
have been destroyed throughout a large area, 
and that, in addition to deaths and wounds, the 
people are threatened with dire want. We 
invite our readers to render such aid as the 
occasion deserves. Subscriptions will be re- 
ceived at this office, and duly acknowledged in 
our columns, 


COUNT OKUMA'S COMMENTS. 
—_—___»—_____- 

Count Okuma has been saying some of the 
shrewd things for which he is famous, and the 
Mainichi Shimbun acts as the medium for com- 
municating them to the public. He expresses 
much surprise, for example, at the action af 
the Mitsui Firm with reference to the project of 
a cotton-spinning mill in Shanghai. As to the 
Firm’s reason for abandoning the Shanghai enter- 
prise—namely, apprehensions based on the per- 
functory foreign policy of the Government,—the 
Count says nothing. What puzzles him is that 
Hyogo, not Nagasaki, should have been selected 
as the site for the mill originally destined to be 
erected in Shanghai. In Nagasaki, he says, 
cotton can be had for $5 a bale less than in 
Hyogo ; moreover, in the latter place the cost of 
living, and therefore wages, the price of coal, 
and the expense of carriage, are much higher 
than in the former. Nagasaki is much nearer 
to India, the chief source of cotton supply ; coal 
mines are at the very door of the factory ; the 
lower orders can subsist there ona sen and a 
half per day, by eating fish and Satsuma potatoes, 
and they are moreover of powerful physique. 
The Count carried his estimate further, and 
atrived at the conclusion that, however, little pro- 
spect there may at present appear to be of Naga- 
saki’s becoming a great manufacturing centre, 
there is no manner of doubt that such a feature 
lies before it. 


The Count has also been making some 
further comparisom between Tokyo and Osaka, 
tothe disadvantage of the former. A long time 
ago, he recognised that the people of Osaka 
were much better qualified, morally speaking, 
for carrying on industrial and commercial eu- 
terprises than the citizens of Tokyo. Proofs 
of the difference are now furnished. For ex- 
ample, while the construction of Water-works 
in Tokyo is making scarcely any progress, 
they have been already built in Osaka. In 
Tokyo, whereas the all important question: of 
harbour improvement has almost passed out 
of people’s minds, in Osaka they have just 
vated 15 million yes for the purpose. In 
Tokyo, there has been a certain rise, it is true, 
in the price of land, but nothing to compare 
with what has taken place in Osaka. Garden 
Jand in the surburbs of Osaka costs ten yen 
per /subo (12,000 yen an acre) in any place, 
but there is no such place in Tokyo. Again, 
land in the business quarters of Osaka goes 
up to 160 or 170 yen per ésudo, but has never 
reached such a point in Tokyo. In Osaka, 
there are over a hundred factory cl®nunies, 
and their number is increasing every day; but 
in Tokyo the factory chimmnies can easily be 
counted, Altogether the Count has but a poor 
idea of Tokyo. 
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LCONOMIC TOPICS. 
es cena” Croan 

Local tea growers have forwarded reports to 
the Central Tea Guild setting forth the troubles 
by which they are confronted this year. The 
report from Gifu enumerates the causes of the 
embarrassment experienced in that district. 
Those causes are, a rise in a price of fuel and 
in wages; scarcity and consequent dearness 
of leaves, to the extent of 30 to 40 per cent., 
owing to unseasonable frost and reduced out- 
put; probability of still greater diminution of 
quantity in curing, owing to exceptional mois- 
ture this spring, and so forth. Merchants, on 
their side, have difficulties of their own to face, 
because of the reduced out put, the deprecia- 
tion of tea of higher grades and appreciation of 
that of lower grades, and also because growers, 
ignorant of the actual state of affairs, will not 
consent to part with their produce at prices pro- 
portionate to those ruling in the central markets, 
namely, Yokohama and Kobe. 


The report from Miye is equally gloomy. The 
cost of production exceeds that of last year by 
35 per cent., yet tea of the first grade, which 
sold early in the season at 1.60 to 1.70 yen has 
fallen to about 1 yen. No profit can possibly 
be realized as matters stand at present, and 
many tea-growers, whose enterprise exceeds 
their patience, have uprooted their tea-plants 
and are about to turn the fields into mulberry 
plantations. The present depression of the 
market is particularly unfortunate, for tea- 
growers, warned by the disasters that overtook 
them during several years, have earnestly striven 
to improve the quality of the tea, and have toa 
great extent succeeded in the effort. 


The report from Nara is more reassuring. 
Tea-growers in that district, though suffering 
somewhat from the rise in the market price of 
commodities and in wages, have been enabled 
to dispose of their stock at relatively good 
prices, and remain with only a small portion 
on hand. 


The report submitted by the Governor of 
Nagano Prefecture to the Department of Agri- 
culture and Commerce says that the panic 
caused by the frost early last month, fortunately 
proved temporary, for, owing toimproved clima- 
ticconditions and the quick reappearance of buds 
on the injured mulberries, and also because of 
the special facilities extended by the State rail- 
ways to sericulturists desirous of procuring leaves 
from Jyoshiu and Saitama, they experienced no 
serious difficulty in obtaining food for the worms. 
At present—the report bears date the 1oth inst., 
—the greater part of the worms are in their 
fourth stage, and their growth is quite satisfac- 
tory. The damage caused by the frost to the 
mulberry plantauons is estimated at about 
1,230,000 yen in that Prefecture. 


An incident that occurred at the general 
meeting of the Cotton Spinners’ Union held 
recently in Osaka, illustrates—if the Chiu-o 
Shimbun be trustworthy—the great difference 
existing between Osaka and Tokyo mill-owners 
in the treatment of their operatives. ‘There are 
two guilds of spinners. One, which includes 
all the mills in Japan, was organized for the 
purpose of procuring raw cotton from Bombay. 
‘The other owes its existence to a desire on the 
part of factory-owners to prevent the operatives 
from playing off one mill against another. 
From the latter guild a few mills, notably the 
Kanagafuchi of Tokyo, stand aloof. At the 
recent meeting, one of the proposals was that 
the two guilds should be joined into one. 
When the motion came up for discussion, 
the representative of the Kanagafuchi mill de- 
clared that he could not take any part in such a 
discussion and that, should the proposal be pass- 
ed the mill he represented would have no al- 
ternative but to sever connexion with the Guild. 
He then left the room. The principal reason 
why the Kanagafuchi mill-owners are so un- 
compromisingly opposed to the measure is 
because the Osaka spinners, by whom the union 
to provide against independent action ou the 
part of Operatives was originally organized, treat 
their employeeslike machines rather than human 
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beings, and the Kanagafuchi Company could 
not agree to be a party to such merciless pro- 
cedure. This resolute attitude assumed by this 
mill may have the effect of depriving it of sup- 
plies of Bombay cotton, but the owners declare 
that they will not be moved from their purpose 
by any such consideration. 





CURRENT TOPICS. 
—_— oe— aoe ae 

As translated by us on Tuesday from Japanese 
papers, a disastrous shipwreck occurred on the 
morning of the 13th inst. in the Inland Sea. 
The Hosuz Maru, of the Osaka Union Product 
Company, collided with the Kawanoura Maru, 
owned by Mr. Ukon Gonzaemon of Osaka, and 
sunk. The former vessel was of 794 tons displace- 
ment and had started from Kobe for Formosa, 
taking on board 39 passengers, 6co ¢oku of rice, 
1,500 cases of kerosene, and other cargo, in all 
500 tons. After she had proceeded some hours, 
she was enveloped by a thick fog. The other 
vessel, which was of 2,270 tons capacity and had 
started from Kobe for Bakan atabout 11 a.m. of 
the same day; thatis, some 7 hours after the 
Hosut had weighed anchor, suddenly struck 
against the stern of the latter, and caused her 
to sink within 6 minutes or so. Boats were 
launched from the Xewanoura, and with 
the assistance of several fishing junks that 
hastily arrived on the scene of the disaster, the 
utmost exertions were made to pick up the un- 
fortunate passengers. It was afterward found 
that out of 39 persons on board, Messrs. Yama- 
nana, the Captain, and Yenomoto, the purser, 
and over 15 passengers were missing. The 
sunken vessel was owned by Mr. Yashima, of 
Nishisannomiya, Hyogo, and had been charter- 
ed by the Company for Formosan service. She 
was insured at the Nippon Marine Insurance 
Company for 30,000 yen, and the cargo was 
insured in various offices to the extent of 24,000 
yen. The Kawanoura was damaged at the 
bow, but not to any serious extent. She arrived 
at Kobe on the 15th instant. 


Forest fires, which have repeatedly broken 
out this year in Hokkaido, have already reached 
serious dimensions never known before in‘any 
single year. Fifty fires have occurred in 
various places, and have devasted 13,601 
cho of forest (23,400 acres), The loss of tim- 
ber is computed at above 175 million stumps 
of trees, above 121 million trees for fael, besides 
the destruction of shrubs and undergrowth. 


The Skogyo states that the Authorities con- 
template liquidating the 5 per cent. Consols, 
with the 50 millions of the War indemnity in- 
stallments received from China so soon as a 
suitable opportunity presents itself. Bonds bear- 
ing 4 per cent. interest, are expected to be issued, 
and it is expected that several bankers will ap- 
prove that plan. 


The condition on which the Yusen Kaisha 
joined the Union of Foreign Steamship Com- 
panies whose ships carry on a regular service 
between Eastern Asia and Europe, is to the 
effect that while the others may discount by to 
per cent. the fixed rate of 10 shillings (?) per ton 
between London and Yokohama, the Yusen 
Kaisha may further reduce it by ts.6d. The 
result of this arrangement between the two has 
appeared in a sudden rise of freight in the case 
of Bombay yarns shipped to Shanghai. For- 
merly the freight was 8 rupees, but it has now 
risen to 12. It is believed that while this rise 
in the cost of transportation will considerably 
cripple the export of Indian yarns to China, 
that of Japanese yarns will be much facilitated. 


Another result is the release of the Spinners 
Union of Japan from its obligation to entrust 
the carriage of all its raw cotton from Bombay 
to the steamers of the Yusen Kaisha alone. 
Spinners in the Union are at liberty hereafter 
to give the work to any of the vessels in the 
Shippers’ Union, the treight remaining as be- 
fore, 12 rupees. 


According to latest correspondence from 
Séal to the Shogyo Shimpo, the demand that 


Mr. Komura, ex-Japanese Minister to Korea, 
preferred to the Korean Government in connec- 
tion with the murder of Japanese subjects by 
Korean mobs, was to this effect :— 

An indemnity of 146,090 yen for 42 men 
murdered and 20 wounded. The dismissal 
and punishment of the local officials where the 
Outrages occurred. The issue bythe King of a 
proclamation warning Koreans against any fu- 
ture outrage upon Japanese. The damage that 
Japanese merchants suffered is to be demanded 
on the completion of investigations. 


TROUBLE ABOU? THE NAVIGATION 


ENCOURAGEMENT LAW. 
_-— 

According to the vernacular press, the Au- 
thorities are much embarrased about the opera- 
tion of the Navigation Encouragement Law. 
The difficulty is the now manifest probability 
that the actual amount of bounty claimed under 
the law will far surpass the estimate. The sum 
appropriated for the second-half of the current 
fiscal year for the encouragement of navigation, 
in accordance with the new law, is a little less 
than 300,000 yen, and the sum voted to promote 
shipbuilding is 100,000 yen. Information sub- 
mitted by the Government Delegate to the 
House of Peers last session, showed that the 
total anticipated bounty for the first year was 
600,000 yen, which would be increased by 20 
per cent. yearly, until the whole should reach 
the prescribed limit of 1,000,000 yen. That 
was the estimate fixed by the Government in 
accordance with its financial programme for a 
decade to come. But an unexpectedly active 
outbreak of shipping enterprise has apparantly 
upset the programme, in so far as concerns the 
encouragement of navigation, for, judging by 
the contemplated undertakings of the Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha and other companies, it is evi- 
dent that the sum to be granted under the pro- 
visions of the Law, will aggregate at least from 
3 to 4 million yen two or three years hence. 
The prospect is perplexing, for not a sen over 
and above the estimated amount of a million 
yen can the Authorities appropriate to the pur- 
pose, and to amend the Law on the very thres- 
hold of its enforcement would be an unstatesman- 
like manner of conducting affairs. It is true that 
the provisions of the law, compared with those 
existing in the Occident, are somewhat too 
liberal, but that is ascribable to the Govern- 
ment’s desire to give a greater impetus to the 
development of Japanese navigation, now in a 
comparatively primitive state. The encourage- 
ment extended by the law has produced even 
too much enterprise, the result being that the esti- 
mated outlay on account of the bounties proves 
wholly inadequate. However, there must he 
means by which the Authorities can restrict 
the bounty, by pursuing a stern policy to- 
wards any shipping enterprise evidently of a 
speculative nature, . or organized solely for 
the purpose of obtaining the bounty. For in. 
stance, the benefit contemplated by the law 
is evidently precluded in the case of a 
maritime undertaking having for its avowed 
purpose the carriage of commodities for sale by 
the projectors themselves. Such is the case with 
the Hokkaido Colliery Railway Company, which 
contemplates starting a line of steamers of its 
own to ship its coal abroad, thus obtaining a share 
in the bounty though navigation abroad is ouly 
a secondary object. It is evident that the spirit 
of the Law does not contemplate the expendi- 
ture of State funds for such a purpose. More- 
over, already the combination of coal extraction 
and railway businesses by one company evokes 
hostile criticism from the public, even at the 
present stage of national discrimination, and it 
is conceivable that the voice of complaint would 
grow much louder .were another composite 
enterprise of a similar nature sanctioned by the 
Government. With regard tothe silence of the 
law in respect of the period of its validity, where- 
as the gperiod of validity for the ship-build- 
ing law is 15 years, the Authorities are said 
to hold that the question being one of practice 
only, it is not possible to reduce it to 
hard-and-fast terms, especially when the people 
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have been seized, as they are al present, with a 
mania for business enterprise. In fact, to fixa 
period during which the Law should remain 
operative, would be to impose an artificial con- 
dition, and to unduly limit the scope of the 
legislation, Further, by not defining the period 
of validity, room will be left to reduce the rate 
of the bounty in proportion to the development 
of the enterprise. It must not be imagined, 
however, that the Authorities will show any 
easy-going tendency to change regulations 
enacted for the development of business, but 
only that, in the event of the law’s provisions 
being abused by shippers and ship-builders 
themselves, even to the extent of attracting the 
attention of the Diet, the Government will have 
no words to dissuade the Houses from amend- 
ing the Law. Therefore, if shipping companies 
desire to enjoy the benefit of the bounty as long 
as possible, they should refrain from taking any 
indiscreet step. The matter largely rests with 
themselves. | 


The following advertisement has appeared in 
the Oficial Gazette :— 


1. Niigata and Viadivostock. 2. Hakodate 
and Korsakoff. Persons duly qualified as men- 
tioned below and desirous of undertaking as 
contract work either one or two of the hereinafter 
specified lines, upon which regular service is to 
be opened, should present themselves before the 
Ship-control Bureau of the Department of Com- 
munications, and after perusing the various 
documents bearing upon the affair, must submit 
written estimates by Aug. rst of the current year. 

1.—Persons who have possessed ships con- 
tinuously for two years, and are engaged in 
marine transport business, both of passengers 
and cargo. 

2.-—Persons capable of furnishing vessels of 
the following description :— 

For THB NiiGatTa-VLADIVOSTOCK SsrRvicx. 

Two iron or steel double-bottomed steamers, of 
above 1,000 tons displacement, capable of attain- 
ing a speed of above 10 knots per hour, Snd wot 
yet fifteen, years old, ot of such a date as to reach 
that age within the period covered by the contsact, 
15 yeats. 

For THE Haxopate-Korsakorr Service. 

Two double-bottomed iron or steel steamers of 
700 tons displacement, capable of attaining a 
velocity of above g knots pet hour, and subject to 
the same limitations of age as above. If the same 
owner unde:takes the above service only ove 
steamer may be placed on the Hakodate and 
Korsakoff line. The ships to be used shall be con- 
fined to those entered in the Departmental ship 
tegister on July 31st, of the current year. 

‘ 

The subsidies to these special lines will con- 
tinue for a period of 5 years counted from the 
present year, the sums being as follow :— 

Second half of Subsidy per annum 
io from 1897 to 1900. 
Viadivostock ,.. 5,865.458 yex 11,730.916 yen 
Koi sakoff 3,161.707 yer  6,323-413 yen 

It is said that a similar process will be ap- 
plied before long with respect to the Bombay 
and Australian lines. . 


COMMUNICATIONS IN TORFYO. 
—__—_@———_—__——— 

At present subscribers actually enjoying tele- 
phone facilities in Tokyo aggregate some 2,000, 
and more than 2,600 applicants are waiting 
impatiently to have the privilege extended to 
them also. According to the programme of 
the Authorities, 500 new applications will be 
granted during the current year, in order of 
priority, and during the next two years 1,500 
new applications will be accepted, the inten- 
tion being to gradually increase the number 
of subscribers till it reaches 10,000. The 
500 applicants to be provided with tele- 
phones this year are mostly persons that 
sent in their requisitions in 1893. With an 
increased number of subscribers itis neces- 
sary to add new exchange offices, the one 
situated within the premises of the Castle ground 
now serving as acentre for allthe subscribers in 
Tokyo. The Authorities contemplate subdivid- 
ing the city into four telephone sections, and 
establishing one branch office each in Nihon- 
bashi, Kojimachi, and Shiba. These, together 
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with the present office, will deal with telephonic 
communications in the adjacent urban divisions. 
It is thought that the re-construction of the pre- 
sent office and the building of the new exchanges 
will not be completed earlier than September of 
next year. 


I say confidently that we all desire that you may 
all remain and aid in the good work of Cinvistian 
education. What the Trustees have intended is 
simply to remove all the past misunderstandings 
and to do away forever with all unpleasant feeling 
between us and to enter upon a new relation to 
the Board. We wish you to know clearly where 
we stand and what we intend to do, and we hope 
that you will give all the help you can by associate 
ing yourselves with us in this great work. 

I will add here a word to make our position 
clear, namely, that the Trustees intend to make 
our institution thoroughly and genuinely Christian 
and to make it a centre of Christian influence in 
Japan in the future as it has been in the past. 
Now even though you do not approve of some 
of the methods, or the policy, here followed, yet 
if you think the work is worthy of your participa- 
tion and aid we hope you will decide to stay with 
us and share in it. 

Even in case you cannot see your way to aid the 
Doshisha and are, therefore, forced to leave us, 
it is our intention, I assure you, to give you every 
convenience and help in your future work. 

Hoping that you will be guided by the Unseen 
Hand above in all your decisions, and be richly 
blessed in all your efforts to serve our common 
Master, the Lord Jesus Christ, I :emain. 


Yours fraternally, 


(Signed) H. KOZAKI. 


Under date of May 2oth, 1896, the following 
supplementary action was repoited to the Mis- 
sion :— 

* Resolved, that in order to show our deep grati- 

tude to the American Board, we offer to the mis- 
sionaries of that Board the free use of the nine 
houses in Kyoto for a pesied of fifteen years, 
according to the regulations of our corporation, 
and also give to them the same privilege of use of 
the library as is giyen to members of the Doshisha 
Faculty.” 
It weed hardly be added that this resolution 
efers to such missionaries as are not teaching in 
he Doshisha. The missionary teachers would, of 
course, have houses furnished them and as mem- 
bers of the Faculty would be accorded the use of 
he library. 


A scheme of communications about which 
much is now written is the construction of street 
electric tram cars. Applications for charters 
have been submitted by two or three different 
projectors, but the Home Office has decided to 
reject these applications and to urge the Muni- 
cipal Corporation to undertake the scheme itself. 
The ostensible reason that has led the Home 
Office to assume this attitude is that the enter- 
prise, being evidently profitable, ought not to be 
abandoned to the monopoly of private pro- 
jectors, and that a scheme of the kind, being of 
a public character, must be undertaken asa 
public business. That argument, reasonable as 
it sounds, is said to be only a pretext. According 
to the Shogyo Shimpo, the real cause underlying 
the action of the Authorities is their inability to 
make a selection between the different pro- 
grammes of the projectors. There may be some 
truth in that hypothesis, for competition between 
the various bodies of projectors is sufficiently 
keen to be embarrassing, and horse trams alone 


upon which to model a decision is wanting in 
the case of electric trams. However, it is still 
uncertain what will be the issue of the step that 
the Home Office has decided to take, for not 
only must the question be submitted to a Cabinet 
Council for deliberation, but also the views of 
the City Council itself has to be taken, and 
whether the municipality is ready to assume the 
responsibility or not remains to be ascertained. 


The project of constructing an elevated rail- 
way to connect the terminus: of the Kobu line 
with that of the Nippon Railway, that is to 
say, between Misakicho and Uyeno, has 
roused much opposition among the citizens 
living in the Shitaya district of Tokyo. They 
contend that the railway would mar the 
landscape of the Park, that the loose ground 
of Shitaya will be unpleasantly shaken, even 
to the extent of damaging household uten- 
sils, and that the smoke issuing from the engines, 
even though smokeless coal be used, would 
injare furniture and objects of art, and would 
also impairhealth. It will be remembered that 
the project is under contemplation by Mr. Mori- 
oka, ex-President of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 
and 13 other capitalists, and that it has not yet 
matured. : 


* 
* * 


We recently published two communicated 
articles and a letter in these columns on the 
subject of the Doshisha and its changing re- 
lations with the American Board Mission 
to which it owes its origin and from which it 
has derived the main part of its support. The 
letter, signed by the Rev. D. C. Greene, con- 
troverted some of the statements made in the 
first article, and the second article controverted 
the letter, but the discussion did not proceed 
any farther, Dr. Greene, refraining from any 
reply. For our own part, his silence has not 
surprised us. His opponent’s second article 
embodied a charge of misrepresentation by 
withholding known fact, and such a charge, pre- 
ferred anonymously, does not call for an 
answer. The sound old rule holds in this in- 
stance as in all others, namely, that unless 
anonymous writing be free from personalities 
nod courteous in tone, it does not merit notice. 
ooking carefully over all that has been written 
on this subject, we are now disposed to think 
hat the official letter re-produced above justifies 
he general position taken by Dr. Greene and 
raversed by the anonymous writer in our lead- 
ng columns, The main points advanced by 
Dr. Greene, as we understand, were, first, a 
denial of the assertion that the visiting officers 
of the American Board had expressed an opinion 
on the Doshisha; and secondly, that as the 
question was sub judice, discussion should be 
deprecated. The second point was implied 
rather than clearly expressed. We do not sym- 
Pace with it, not regarding such questions as 
alling in any degree under’ the principle of 
reticence that applies to a trial in a law court, 
since the more light that can be thrown on 
them, from whatever quarter, pending a final 
decision, the better. As for the first, it was 
merely a question.of fact. For the rest Dr. 
Greene certainly seems to have right on his side 
when he contends that the acceptance of a 
certain formula to-day by a set of men does not 
evince any lack of open mindedness. If it did, 
the determination of a bridge-building company 
to construct a certain kind of bridge at one time 
would debar them from setting their experts at 
work to discover a better style of bridge at an- 
‘other. Religion, like everything else—or rather 








THE DOSHISHA. 
————  —$——__ --- 

We have been asked to give publicity to the 
following letter from President Kozaki, of the 
Doshisha, to the Members of the Kyoto Sta- 
tion :-— 

Kyoto, May 6th, 1896. 
To the Members of the Kyoto Station, 

Dear Breruren,—l beg leave to inform you 
that the Trustees of the Doshisha at their last 
meeting adopted the following resolutions, viz. :— 

(1.) That we express our deep feeling of grati- 
tude tothe American Board for its generous sup- 
port in sending ws ever since the founding of the 
School, many missionary teachers and large grants 
in aid. 

(2.) That in order to make clear our relation to 
the Ametican Board, we decline to receive after 
the close of 1896, its customary gift of an annual 
subsidy and its aid of missionary teachers. How- 
ever, this shall be carried into effect after consul- 
tation with the Board. 

(3-) That we make it our object to be clearly 
understood that we issue our apreal to people of 
all nations for their sympathy and help toward 
maintaining and enlarging our work, 

We have not yet officially communicated these 
resolutions to the American Board, because we 
have not decided upon the way in which we may 
show our deep gratitude for its interest and aid. 
Meanwhile we are anxious lest some of you may 
hear of these resolutions and possibly miscoustiue 
their meaning. I can assure you that the Trustees 
have no intention whatever of turning you out 
from our institution where some of you have 
laboured so long and so devotedly, nor do they 
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the garments in which it is clothed—must be 
progressive. There has also been much talk as 
to the views taken by the more conservative 
theologians about the Church Creeds. No two 
writers seem able to find a mutually satisfactory 
definition, Apparently men must agree to 
differ. With reference to the Doshisha, the 
issue of the troubles is not yet clear. But at 
any rate we are bound to believe the explicit 
assurance of the Trustees, at least so far as con- 
cerns their sincerity, that they intend to make the 
Doshisha ‘ thoroughly and genuinely Christian.” 








A BID FOR COMMERCIAL SUPRE.- 
MACY. 


be es Speaeses a 

Mr. Julian R. Elkins, writing in Zhe Amert- 
can Magasine of Civics, says that the United 
States is about to become commercial mistress 
of the high seas, basing that prediction on the 
following statement of what he calls ‘‘ facts ”:— 


‘€ Venezuela has declared a boycott on England and all 
that is English, and says that in the future she intends to 
do all her trading with the great United States. Why has 
she done this? Partly because she has come to see the 
superiority of our goods over those of any other country or 
nation, and partly because of the great Monroe doctrine 
of the United States and the protection it promises to 
Venezuela and the other countries of South America 
against the encroachments of the grasping powers of 
Europe. +s 

‘*While our trade with South America is on the in- 
crease, other countries are beginning to look to us as the 
greatest manufacturing country and are turoing their 
trade to us. japan has a high reverence for the true 
‘wmerican and all his bcs and she is to-day granting the 
United States more rights and privileges in her country 
than any other nation or country has ever enjoyed in 
Japan. The trade of the United States with Japan now 
amounts to millions of dollars and bids fair to steadily in- 
crease until Japan will do all her trading with us. Austra- 
lia, although under the rule of Britain, has a commerce or 
trade with the United States which amounts to millions of 
dollars annually. France has had very heavy duties upon 
American goods, raw and manufactured, but she too has 
come to the conclusion that we can manufacture a higher 
grade of goods than is possible in any other country, so 
she intends tu lessen the duties to such an extent that the 
manufacturers of the United States can put their goods 
into her country, and if she does this it will increase our 
trade and commerce to a still greaterextent. Russia, the 
best friend that the United States has to-day, despite the 
blood, marriage, and monetary relations existing between 
England and us, is granting our people and our manu- 
factured goods sore prestige each year. Russia is even 
now buying the armour-plate for her navy from us, and 
this alune means a great deal to us, as the iron and steel 
industry is a very large factur in our trade, Almost all of 
the small islands of the Atlantic and Pacific, which are in 
close proximity to the United states, do their trading with 
us. If the Government should purchase Cuba from Spain 
(which she should do) another great avenue of trade will 
be opened up. The United States should own Cuba, and 
the rest of the West India Islands and the Sandwich 
Islands. These islands aie rich in mineral and other 
resources, and on account of their geographical position 
should belong to the United States. . . . 

** Foreign countries have tried to keep pace with us in 
the different manufacturing lines, but failing in this, two 
countries, England and Germany, recognizing the superi- 
ority of ouc goods and knowing that they could not sell 
their goods if they were put up beside ours, have resorted 
to underhanded means and deception in keeping up their 
trade with those countries favouring American-made 

oods. It has been discovered that these two countties 

ave been stealing our trade-marks on various goods 
and putting them on goods made by themselves, and in 
this way they have made the people think that they were 
getting American gouds. 

‘*The example sct by Venezuela will, in the course of 
time, be fullowed by other South American countries, which 
will mean advantages to them «f far more value than could 
possibly be attained by commercial alliances between them 
and hostile foreign powers, which are in alliance with 
South «merica purely and simply for the dollars there is 
in the alliance, and not fur any good which they could do 
for South America. An alliance between the United States 
and South and Central America will be of fac more value 
to the United States than a casual observation of the ques- 
tion will show. Besides having a commercial value amount- 
ing to millions of dollars annually, it would have a political 
value to the three Americas of more magnitude than is at 
first apparent.” 


There is much here that could be traversed ; 
notably the assertion that English manufacturers 
have stolen American trade-marks, and put them 
upon British goods. Coming from an Ameri- 
can, such an accusation sounds quite comical. 
To others, however may be left the task of re- 
futing Mr. Elkins on points of which they have 
expert knowledge. It will suffice for us to 
explain that what he writes about Japan shows 
lamentable ignorance. So far from Japan’s 
‘granting the United States more rights and 
privileges in her country than any other nation 
or country has ever enjoyed in Japan,” itis a 
matter of fact, and must necessarily be a matter 
of fact, that American citizens in Japan can not 
be granted any manuer of privilege from which 
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the citizens or subjects of other States are ex- 
cluded. The most-favoured-nation clause places 
all on exactly the same footing, and if Mr. 
Elkins does not know that rudimentary fact, he 
certainly has no title to discuss the subject at all. 
Further, when he predicts that Japan, one of 
these days, “will do all her trading with Ame- 
rica,” he shows that he knows nothing whatever 
of the statistics of Japan’s commerce. kt is 
quite true that Japan's trade with the United 
States is increasing by leaps and bounds. Thus 
it grew from 36% million yen in 1891 to 634 
millions in 1895. But it is a very one-sided 
trade. For while America’s sales to Japan 
increased from 6% million yen in 1891 to only 
9} millions in 1895, her purchases from Japan 
in these two years were 29} millions and 54 
millions, respectively. In Great Britain's case, 
on the other hand, the sales made by herself and 
her dependencies grew from 31 million yen in 
1891 to 663 millions in 1894, and her purchases 
from Japan in the same years were 213 millions 
and 334 millions respectively. In these figures 
it is difficult to discover any evidence of the 
commercial supremacy predicted by Mr. Elkins. 
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THE POST OFFICE. 
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ENGLISHMEN AND THE SHIMONO. 


SEKI TREATY. 2 3 
—_—_—_—_@—__—_—_—_ 
Various privileges and advantages, writes the 


Nichi Nichi, having been secured by Japan in 
consequence of her victory over China, were set 
out in the Shimonoseki Treaty, and foreigners 
who participate in them in virtue of the most- 
favoured-nation clause ought to feel grateful 
towards Japan. 
really astonishing to find Sir Claude Macdonald, 


British Minister to China, and the Shanghai 
Chamber of Commerce declaring that, with regard 
to the privileges securing the starting of industri- 
al enterprises in China and the importing of ma- 
chinery and implements, these advantages were 
not due to the Shimonoseki Treaty but had previ- 
ously been obtained by England. 
remembered, that on the occasion of the comple- 
tion of the negotiation of the Shimonoseki Treaty, 
even Germany took umbrage, hastily concluding 
that the privileges and advantages specified in 
the Treaty were to be enjoyed by Japan alone. 


Under the circumstances, it is 


Ttought tobe 


When that gross misconception was dispelled and 
when it was made clear that all other Powers hav- 


ing treaties with China were entitled to participate 


by 7 inch plates. 
of these plates beforehand to the light of a 
standard lamp, a measure of the brightness of 


in the benefits obtained, Germany at once evinc- 
ed hersatisfaction. Itis evident, therefore, that 
the allegation of the English that these particular 
privileges and advantages had previously been 
obtained by their country is contrary to actual 









It is necessary to invite the attention of the 
Post Office Authorities to complaints that reach 
us constantly with reference to the irregular 
delivery of letters and newspapers. Even be- 


tween Tokyo and Yokohama there seems to be 
no certainty that letters posted at the same 
time on consecutive days will reach their des- 
tination at regular intervals of twenty-four 
hours. And the case appears to be worse with 
newspapers. We .ourselves suffer perpetual 
inconvenience and loss owing to journals’ going 
astray in the post. Lying before us at this 
moment are four post-cards, one from Osaka, 
one from Berlin, one from Yamaguchi, and one 
from Tokyo. Each of the writers complains 
that copies of the Fapan Weekly Mail have 
failed to reach him. The papers were duly 
posted in Yokohama, the addresses clearly 
printed and the charges fully paid: of all that 
there can not be the slightest doubt. Last 
week, again, three copies of the Fapan Daily 
Mail were returned to our office from Formosa, 
having a tag attached for the purpose of in- 
forming us that no such place existed as that 
indicated on the address. Now the address, 
which was printed in English and written in 
Japanese, ran thus :—‘ The Twatutia Club, 
Formosa,” where the Fapan Daily Mail had 
been regularly delivered since November of last 
year, passing through the same Japanese post 
whose officials declare to-day that no such place 
is to be found. We do not under-estimate the 
difficulties attending the establishment of a good 
postal service in an island so recently brought 
under Japanese administration. But the case 
we have quoted does not admit of extenuation 
on such grounds, and when we recall the mis- 
takes and miscarriages that disfigure the con- 
duct of Japanese postal business on regular, 
long-established routes, we are constrained to 
think that the management of the Posts needs 
active supervision. 








COMMANDER ARMANI. 
——__—__@—____—_—_ 

A reporter’s blunder seems to have exposed 
Commander Armani to very undeserved criti- 
cism. In presenting the Italian Residents’ 
Cup to the owner of the Zeclatr on the 6th 
instant, after she had won the race for 17-raters, 
Commander Armani alluded to the naval power 
of Italy in former years, and to the fact that 
the states of Genoa and Venice—which, speak- 
ing in Italian, he called Genova e Venezia— 
had given maritime Jaws to the world. The 
reporters converted ‘ Genova” into “ Geneva,’ 
and Commander Armani was thus made to say 
that the republics of Geneva and Venice had 
once ruled the sea, a singular piece of history 
derived solely from an error of transcription. 





another article also. 
that the President of the Shanghai Chamber 
of Commerce addressed to Sir Claude Mac- 
donald on the occasion of the dinner given to 
the latter on April r1th, and Sir Claude’s reply, 
the Michi Néché observes that, as mentioned 
in the two speeches, the question of a foreigner’s 
right to import machinery into China arose 
years ago. 
jointly by the Consular Board at Shanghai and 





fact. Did not Englishmen express surprise 


when the Treaty was published, and did not they 
place even greater importance upon the privileges 
contained in Art. VI., than upon the indemnity 
of 200 million yen? Some business men de- 
clare indignantly that however unscrupulous 
the English people may be in matters of self-in- 
terest, such an attempt as this, which amounts 
to an attempt to rob others of their achievements, 
must be condemned as a base action ; and if the 
Foreign Office suffer the matter to pass in silence 
Englishmen will proceed to further extremes of 
arbitrary selfishuess. 


The Michi Nicht discusses the question in a 
After quoting the speech 


The movement was undertaken con- 


not by the British Consul alone. Did not the con- 
suls of the other Powers go so far as to aver that 
the movement led by Mr. Jamieson was wanting in 
promptitude? Were not the joint efforts of the 
Shanghai Consular Board entirely fruitless after 
two years’ work? Had the alleged rights really 
and undoubtedly been secured and enjoyed, there 
would have been no necessity, after the lapse 
of so many years, to declare that ‘‘ the obstacles 
were about to fall to the ground.” If, as was 
declared on the occasion of the Shanghai dinner, 
the alleged rights had already been secured by 
Treaty, it was singular that the matter should 
have been left neglected for so long a time. 
If, on account of that negligence, it was neces- 
sary to make special efforts after the lapse of 
years to recover those rights, the Michi Nichi 
would like to know who were responsible for 
the negligence. At any rate, the question of 
the importation of machinery was first defi- 
nitely settled by the Shimonoseki Treaty, and 
the general public has acknowledged its 
indebtedness to Japan inthe matter. There- 
fore, for all the declarations of the Shang- 
hai Chamber of Commerce and of the British 
Minister, those gentlemen will find it difficult 
to remove the ‘ popular delusion.” The public 
is simply puzzled and mystified at seeing the 
Chamber of Commerce and the British Minister 
glorying in such baseless statements. The 
Nichi Nicht is at a loss to understand why 


Englishmen should be so bent on robbing others 
of their just rights, and hopes to obtain a satis- 
factory answer on the subject from Sir Claude 


Macdonald. 


Te ty Google 


the staff with the party. 


schools become disqualified to teach. 





[June 20, 1896. 


VHE TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE. 


—_—---—- > — 
The Lick Observatory has sent a party under 





charge of Prof. Schaeberle to observe the total 
eclipse in August. The programme will be wholly 
photographic. 


Prof. Schaeberle will make 
large scale photographs of the corona with a 


lens of 40 feet focus, giving an image of the sun 
about 4.4 inches in diameter on a plate 18 by 20 
inches, on the plan so successfully carried out 
by him in the Chili eclipse of April, 1893. The 


lens remains stationary and the observer and 


the plates are enclosed in a large canvas tube 
49 feetin length. The plates are moved by clock 


work and a number of negatives will be taken 
with different limes of exposure. A study of 


all the plates will give a complete account of 
the whole corona, though no single plate will do 
so. 


Besides this large instrument a 5 inch 
photographic refractor will be used, with 5 
By exposing portions of some 


the corona will be possible. Such a measure 
has been made several times in previous eclipses. 
Mr. Burckhaller of the Chabot Observatory, in 


Oakland, will accompany the party to make 
photographs with a four inch telescope. 


By 


means of a peculiar rotating device he hopes to 


be able to take a photograph of the corona as 


a whole with the special feature that the length 
of the exposure of different parts of the plate 
varies with the distance from the sun’s edge, 
that is, inversely with the brightnessof the image, 


Five or six such plates will be exposed during 


totality. Prof. Terao, of the Imperial Observa- 
tory, Tokyo, has offered to send a member of 


INSUFFICIENCY OF COMMON 
SCHOOL TEACHERS. 
oS ee 


The latest common school statistics, corrected 


down to the end of 1894, put the number of 
children 
number of those actually attending school, and 


that have reached school-age, the 


the number of teachers, at 7,320,191 ; 4,518,137, 


and 63,035 respectively, the number of schools 
being 24,046. The number of teachers, though 


showing a marked increase over that for the 
previous year, must be considered decidedly in- 


sufficient, for, compared with 4he number of 
pupils and of schools, the ratios stand at 1 teach- 
er for over 42 pupils and little more than 2 
teachers for one school. 
tions of all these teachers uniformly satisfactory. 


Nor are the qualifica- 


Out of the above total, only 37,565 were gra- 


duates of normal.schools, or holders of certifi- 
cates, the rest being assistants or mere stop-gaps. 


It will thus be seen that one teacher of proper 


standing had to undertake the teaching of above 


120 pupils, and that one school had, on the 


average, only a little over one teacher duly qua- 
lified. In 1893, the Department of Education 


issued a notification that, in the case of holders 
of teachers’ certificates or persons of the same 


standing as specified by the Department, in 


1891, Local Governors might prolong for a space 


of 5 years, computed from 18g1,the term of a 
certificate’s validity. 


In virtue of this special 
arrangement more than one-third of the then 
licensed teachers were rehabilitated and became 
legally qualified. The term covered by that 
special measure expires in March next, when 
one-third of the teachers now engaged at the 
To pro- 
long their certificates for another term may 
satisfy the immediate need, but it is exceedingly 
questionable whether continued resort to such 
a temporizing practice can be beneficial to the 
cause of education. Evidently the Authorities 
must take steps lo turn out a far larger number 
of capable teachers than they are doing at 
present, 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS. 


mmc 

Mr. Hara, hitherto Vice-Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, has been appointed Japanese 
Representative in Séul, and Mr. Komura, who 
has just returned from discharging the duties 
of the latter post in Korea, has been gazetted 
as Mr. Hara’s successor at the Foreign Office. 
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MR. OISHI ON THE NECESSITY FOR 
A COALITION CABINET. 


— > 
Mr, Oishi, writes the Mippon, is generally re- 
garded as a strony advocate of a coalition be- 
tween Marquis Ito and Count Okuma. The 
ex-Japauese Representative to Korea bases his 
opinion on the extraordinary state of affairs that 
the war has brought about in Japan. Of the 
post-bellum measures, he contends, those that 
require urgent attention are diplomacy and 
finance. Needless to say, the ablest statesmen 
that Japan possesses should undertake the di- 
rection of those affairs. Who among living 
Statesmen can be considered as best fitted 
to direct foreign affairs? Mr. Oishi replies 
that in his opinion there is no better man than 
Count Okuma. As for finance, no statesmen 
approaches Count Matsukata in natural capa- 
city and grasp of the details of this delicate 
subject. The circumstances of the time de- 
mand that no man should sacrifice the coun- 
try’s good for his own personal ease or pri- 
vate considerations, but thatall should come for- 
ward and undertake those national duties for 
which they are best suited. Some persons hold 
that the relations between the Premier and the 
two stalesmen just mentioned are not cordial, 
aud that it would therefore be impossible to bring 
about a coalition between them. Mr. Oishi 
replies that this is a petty affair, in face ot the 
grave national problems awaiting solution, and 
that a little concession and a littie magnanimity 
on their part would at once remove any obstacle 
now believed to stand in the way of their sit- 
ting together in the same Cabinet. Another 
trouble that prevents the Premier and Count 
Okuma from a cordial rapproachment may be 
found in the apparent rivalry between the Libe- 
rals and the ex-Progressionists, for the Premier 
is pledged to go hand-in-hand with the former 
party and their representative in the Cabinet, 
Count Itagaki. Mr. Oishi finds this difficulty 
a matter for concession and arrangement on 
both sides. He declares that the exigency of 
the time does not allow any political party to 
brood over its private ambilions and suspected 
wrongs, at the risk of neglecting national interests 
of vital importance. The two parties should regard 
themselves as public bodies and never hesitate 
to sink their own private interests in the deeper 
interests of the State. This magnanimous atti- 
tude might be impracticable were ‘their prin- 
ciples irreconciliable and antagonistic. But no 
such factor prevails, as both stand on a similar 
platform forimprovement and progression. Such 
a decided step might perhaps cause serious dis- 
sension among the rank and file of the two 
parties, for subordinate partisans might be in- 
capable of comprehending the situation ; but the 
leaders, viewing things from a higher standpoint, 
could afford to regard even the desertion of their 
followers with complacency. Ifthisplan be realiz- 
ed and the evils inseparable from the existence 
of many small parties be got sid of, the genuine 
features of constitutional politics would be dis. 
closed to view. The immediate benefit accru- 
ing from the amalgamation would be the 
formation of a large majority, not less than 
200 members, within the walls of Paliament, 
pledged to uphold the cause of improvement 
and the progress of national prosperity. The 
existence of such a majority standing side by 
side with the Government would, unless the 
latter committed a grave blunder, enable the 
ministry to enjoy the undiminished confidence 
of the nation and to maintain their seat for 
many ayear. The firm establishment of a go- 
vernment relying on the support of a parlia- 
mentary majority would gradually make a deep 
impression on the minds of even old fashioned 
politicians, and ultimately the Cabinet could be 
remodelled on the principle of responsiblity to 
the majority. Marquis Ito has already discern- 
ed the inflexibility of a non-party Government 
amid the changing state of things, and has 
effected an alliance with the Liberals. The for- 
mation of a Coalition Cabinet would still fur- 
ther hasten the appearance of a system of 
responsible Cabinets. 















‘caulay said of Addison’s Latinity, that it was 


































































change has decided to make whatever arrange- 
ments are necessary for carrying out the scheme. 
Among other things, it has asked the Bank of 
Japan to furnish information such as will enable 
the public to become fully acquainted with the 
nature of Japanese Government bonds. The 
following are said to be some of the subjects con- 
cerning which the Exchange has asked to be 
posted :— 

1. Rules and Regulations relating to Japanese 
Bonds. 

2. Floating of Bonds and particulars relating 
thereto. 

3. Redemption of Bonds and particulars relat- 
inp thereto. 

4, Dates of the payment of interest, 

5. Modes of redeeming Bonds, 

6. Number of Unredeemed Bonds. 

7. Methods of conducting transactions and 
making quotations on the Japanese Stock Ex- 
change. 


1HE LATH MRS. IWAMOTO AND 
THE MEI1FI GIRLS SCHOOL. 


eel Mr ee vee ee e 

Rarely has any Christian woman, whether fo- 
reign or Japanese, earned prouder respect, 
truer friendship, and broader admiration for her 
intellectual qualities, than the Jate Mrs. Kashi 
Iwamoto, a Collection of the English writings of 
which lamented lady now lies before us. The 
little book, 171 octavo pages, published by 
Mr. Iwamoto, Principal of the Meiji Jo-gakko 
in memory of his gifted wife, is deeply interest- 
ing from first to last. The articles are on vari- 
ous themes contributed to American magazines, 
and bear the stamp of the writer's own warm, 
loving, enthusiastic nature. And these essays 
are written in English; not the English of a 
foreigner but of a native. Even where the style 
seems a bit crude, it reminds one of what Ma- 


A CENTRAL ASIAN QUESTION. 
Qe 


the careless freedom of the native occasionally 
betrayed rather than the solecisms of a fo- 
reignuer. Mrs Iwamoto was the first graduate 
of the Ferris Seminary, and an alumna of 
which that excellent institution had reason to 
be proud. Of her education, a foreign friend 
says in the preface, “she was the best edu- 
cated Japanese woman in the country. Al- 
though many of her sister Japanese have 
studied abroad, yet with her native talent, refined 
disposition, long and intimate association ona 
footing of equality with educated and cultivated 
foreigners, together with many years of study in 
the best grade of school, she was more than 
their equal. Her perfect knowledge of English 
brought her easy contact with the best literature 
and helped to form the exquisite taste she ever 
displayed in her writings and translations.” The 
Japanese press was led, we are told in another 
place, “to regard her as the representative of 
the ‘new woman’ in Japan. Anew woman she 
undoubtedly was, ... . inthe highest and best 
sense: a regenerated woman directed by the 
forces of a new life.” Mrs. Iwamoto was for 
some vears engaged with her husband in direct- 
ing the Meiji Jo-gakko, and surely never did a 
teacher win greater confidence or love. ‘* The 
welfare of the women of Japan lay as a heavy 
burden on her heart.” In the book under re- 
view there are several most pleasing essays, but 
none of greater interest than the chapter de- 
voted to a sketch of H.I.M. the Empress and 
H.1.H. the Prince Imperial. These, in our 
opinion, form the gems of the volume. Most 
pleasing also is the description of a visit to the 
Oji Orphan Asylum. She makes the little ones 
move and breathe, and one is sorry when the 
pretty chapter closes. In the frontispiece Mrs. 
Iwamotoisshownas she lived and worked :ahigh, 
clear brow, thoughtful eyes, a sensilive, mobile 
mouth ; a face to confide in. Her high intellec- 
tual abilities were recognized by many Japanese 
periodicals, the Zatyo (‘‘Sun”) enjoying the 
honour of publishing her last writings. Mrs. 
Iwamoto was in her thirty-third year when she 
died (Feb. roth, 1896). 


Capt. Younghusband, author of “ The Heart 
of a Continent,” in bis journeyings anyong the 
tribes and peoples living north of the Himalayas, 
naturally sought for signs as to which of the 
European nations dominating Asiatic countries 
is regarded as the most powerful. English rule 
is liked, he observes, by traders, for it ensures 
protection to property, and leads to improve- 
ment in the means of transport:—‘ In regard, 
however, to the comparative strength of the two 
rival powers of Asia, there is not a doubt that 
they consider the Russian more powerful than 
the British. Even if they have not really got 
the greater strength, the Russians succeed bet- 
ter in producing an impression of it than do the 
British. Their numbers in Central Asia are 
really very small, but they are much more 
numerous in proportion to the namber of natives 
than are the British in India. Then, again, the 
Russians, when they strike, strike very heavily ; 
and when they advance they do not go back, as 
the British generally find some plausible reason 
for doing. Moreover, they have subjugated 
people who were easy to conquer, and the 
general result of all this, and of the rumour of 
untold legions of soldiers stationed in Russia 
proper, is to impress the Oriental mind with the 
idea that the Russians have a greater strength 
in comparison with the British than they per- 
haps actually have. Some English writers argue 
that the retirement from Afghanistan, in 1881, 
has had no effect upon British prestige. That 
retirement may have been wise on financial 
grounds, but that it did affect our prestige in 
Central Asia there can, I think, be little doubt. 
If we had gone to Kabul and Kandahar, and 
remained there, our prestige, for whatever it is 
worth, would certainly have stood higher than 
it does now, when it is perfectly well known 
throughout Asia that the Amir of Kabul prac- 
tically closes Afghanistan to every Englishman. 
To keep up this prestige may not have been 
worth the money which it would have been 
necessary to expend in order to do so, but it is 
false to argue that the prestige is justas high after 
retirement as it was before. We cannot save up 
our money and expect the same results as if we 
had expended it. The shrewd native observers 
of our policy in Central Asia see perfectly well 
that we did not hold Afghanistan because we 
had not sufficient men to doso. The Russians, 
chiefly because they have only had very unwar- 
like people to conquer, have never yet in Central 
Asia been putin the position of having to with- 
draw after a conquest.” 


JAPANESE BONDS ON THE LONDON 
EXCHANGE. 


—_—->____ 

Not a few capitalists of London, writes the 
Shogyo Shimpo, are desirous of investing their 
money in Japanese bonds through the medium 
of the Nippon Ginko, the Shokin Ginko, and 
foreign banks that transact business in Japan. 
Since last suminer, the Yokohama Specie Bank 
alone has purchased bonds to the extent of 
about 12 million yes on account of these distant 
capitalists, and it follows that the total bought 
by them since last year through various agencies 
must reach a large sum. Resolved to take ad- 
vantage of the favourable disposition of foreign 
capitalists toward Japanese bonds, the Bank of 
Japan, through the medium of the London 
Branch of the Specie Bank, has approached the 
London Stock Exchange, seeking permission to 
have Japanese bonds regularly quoted in that 
central exchange of the world. The Exchange 
asked the opinion of certain influential banks in 
London, and as the latter highly approved the 
suggestion made by the Bank of Japan, the Ex- 








COUNT MUTSU. 
——- 

Count Mutsu is reported to be improving ra- 
pidly in health. On the 12th instant, be went 
to the Foreign office, and has paid visits to all 
the Ministers of State to express thanks for their 
inquiries during his illness. ‘fhe Count has 
now finally decided to take a trip to Hawaii. 
He will leave on the 26th instant, by the Copéic, 
and will remain about two months in the island, 
returning to Japan in September. Countess 
Matsu will accompanying him. 
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SUICIDE IN FAPAN. 
yn 
LONG essay on the above subject, by 





A 


lished by the Tatyo. It contains some 
valuable statistics bearing on mortality in 
Japan, and places before readers a num- 
ber of theories to account for the facts 
given. After dividing all deaths into 
voluntary and involuntary, natural and in- 
cidental, Mr. SAITO remarks that suicide 
may be defined as a voluntary death 
traceable to some special circumstance or 
circumstances acting on the mind of the 
person taking his or her life. Suicide is 
a phenomenon that belongs to fairly ad- 
vanced stages of society. In very ancient 
times people for the most part lived quiet 
lives and died in a natural manner. It 
has been shown by European writers 
on the subject that self-destruction and 
civilisation are related to each other; that 
suicide has increased with the advance of 
the world’s enlightenment. The first table 
prepared shows the proportion of suicides 








to the total number of deaths in Japan 
from 1883 to 1892 :-— 
Y ear. Total Deaths. Suicides. Proportion 
per 20,000. 
1583 ssi sceccssss 676,360: seccis 52469 «20s 80.8 
F084 csistiicess 705.126 weseee 1603 vee 792 
VOSS isncssrvness 886,824 ...... Fi 252: venier 82.1 
1886 ..ccscseceee 938,343 .cseee W2S occas 75:9 
FOB7 csccesesesus 7531450 wees 5,023. sess 77.3 
1BSS cciseviscacs 752,834 veseee 5 250) ciceee 69.7 
BESO vescecvancass 808,680 ...... 51852 veveee 72.2 
LOOO! isidsesteves 823,716 oo... 7 AID - seve 99.9 
TSOE sicccssctass 853.139 wera 71499 wceres 87.7 
LOO 2: sessassceses 886,988 ...... Ti2hO veceee 81.9 
Average per year 808,547 ...... 6,462 ...00. 79.7 


Suicide has of late been on the increase, 
and it would not be an exaggeration to 
say that the cases now amount to 10,000 


per year. The following table shows the 

number of suicides per one million inhabi- 

tants :— 

AD. 1879 1880. 288. 2882. 1883. 2884, 1885 
107.6. EN7 wee 120 ... 126 «4. 146 14. 148 ... 190 

ap. 2886. 3887. 3888. 1889. 1890. x89x, 1893. 
183 106 147 vee 130 oe 144 ve 183... 182 0. 174 


It will be seen by this table that the 
highest figures were reached in 1885 and 
1886. During these years there was a 
great rise in the price of commodities and 
the increase in the number of suicides is 
to be traced chiefly to the consequent 
struggle for existence. The following 
table gives the principal causes of death 
in Japan, with the relative mortality from 
each cause. It will be seen that next to 
cholera stands typhoid fever, followed by 
dysentery, and that suicide occupies the 
4th rank -— 








Diph- _ Small 

Year. Cholera. Typhoid. theria. Dysentery. Pox. Suicide. 

AeDe 
TARE vores 434 $1043 = 1,23 $,066 295 = §,469 
1884 os... 415 $1099 31066 5989 410 —_§,603 
1885 v.20 12310 6,483 15439 10,6297 3299 7,282 
1886 ...... 108,405 13; 1,465 6,839 18,676 7,125 
1887 serie 654 9,823 1,429 4:287 9.967 5,823 
1888 46 460 921K = 3,450 6,576 8s. 5,256 
28% ,.,... 43% 8,623 34495 £,970 32 5,852 
1890 ..... 35,227 8,464 1,438 8,706 3§ =. 7479 
2891 ....., 7;760 2 Tg %,97§ 21,208 72 7,497 
3892 sesee 497 1529 1,$3 = 16,8 44 8,409 7,240 
Average 
per year. 16,359 8.638 1,471 8,208 40298 6,426 


The large number of persons that every 
year reach the stage of despair impell- 
ing them to commit suicide, constitutes 
a serious obstacle to the progress of the 
nation. Theinfluence of, say, some 7,000 


Mr. SAlTo KokuFu, has been pub- 
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individuals, who prefer a violent death to 
a protracted struggle with adverse circum- 
stances, can not but be most injurious to 
the minds of friends and acquaintances. 
It is well known, too, that suicides 
for some time before they destroy them- 
selves cease to take any interest in the 
affairs of the.world and become entirely 
unproductive and useless members of 
society. Though we can record the actual 
number of suicides every year, we can 
obtain no statistics to show what is the 
size of the section of the community 
that furnishes year by year its quota 
of men and women bent on self- 
destruction. Various measures are taken 
to root out epidemics like cholera 
and to lessen the ravages of endemics 
like typhoid, but nothing is being 
done to render suicide less frequent. 
Before an adequate remedy can be found 
for any evil of this kind, it is necessary 
that we should obtain a minute and ac- 
curate knowledge of its physical and 
mental causes and of its leading charac- 
teristics. The following observations and 
statistics may prove of assistance in attain- 
ing this end. If the ages at which suicide 
is most common among men and women 
be considered, some curious facts are 
brought to light. With women, about 
the age of 20 is the time at which suicide 
is most frequent. With men, about the 
age of 25 is the corresponding period, but 
the decade between the 21st and the 
gist year is fraught with the danger of 
loss of mental balance to men. The 
perilous period of a woman’s life, as 
regards suicide, may be said to be past 
when she is 25, but with men the danger 
is not past till they are considerably over 
40. Girls commit suicide at an impulsive 
age and their deaths are usually connected 
with some love affair, but men find life 
made unbearable to them by the worries 
of business and heavy pecuniary losses. 
After marriage the woman of Japan usually 
settles down to life, and no amount of 
hardship induces her to commit suicide. 
Having passed the period when her 
emotional feelings are at their height, self- 
control and submission to the conditions 
and necessities of life become permanent 
traits of her character. But with the man 
it is different. Even when his reasoning 
powers are at their height, if he finds him- 
self crushed, as he often does by a series 
of cruel reverses, he is tempted to put an 
end to a life that has lost all its charms. 
With him suicide is usually a well ponder- 
ed act, the result of cool deliberation and 
choice between two evils. 

The following table shows the propor- 
tion of male and female suicides per every 
100 cases of self-destruction. :— 


Year. ,p. 1878. 1879. 2880. 288x. 1882. 1833. 1884. 
Males... 67.48 66.46 66.63 66.63 65.20 66.52 64.09 


Females 32.52 33-56 33.37 36.80 33-68 35.09 35.79 
Year. 1885, 1886. 1887. 1888. 1889. 1890, x89. 


Males... 64.21 64.86 61.60 — 61.72 62.80 62.80 
Females 35.79 35-14 38.60 — 38,28 37.20 37.20 


By the above table it is seen that on the 


q 
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whole the proportion of female suicides as 
compared with males is on the increase. 
Hence it would seem that, as the causes 
affecting the modern man are also be- 
ginning to affect the modern woman, in 
addition to the impulses leading to youth- 
ful suicides alluded to above, in future mid- 
dle-aged felo de se may be as common 
among women as among men. © 

Turning now tothe seasons of the year, we 
find that from January to May are the worst 
months. The following table gives the 
variations per every 1,200 cases :— 


: ob 
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The suicides of the first months in the 
year are said to be due partly to pecuni- 
ary troubles consequent on inability to 
meet obligations at the close of December, 
and partly to climate. The fluctuation in 
July is also attributed to financial dif- 
ficulties. 








Statistics go to show that between the 
years 1882 and 1&g1, the number of cases 
where the sword was employed as an in- 
strument of death gradually decreased. 
The following table shows the modes of 
self-destruction followed from 1886 to 
1891, with the exception of the statistics 


for 1888, which are not given :— 
By edged in- 


Hanging. Drowning. _ struments. 
Yéar. Male. Female. Male. Female. . &-F 
1886 ....060663,170 1,119... 1,050 1,218... 267 124 
1887 .....0+02,383 1,008... 811 1,068... 263 126 
1889 .....8..2,270 959... 885 1,104... 260 119 
1890. veisacncs 2,930 1,167... 1,167 1,395... 128 119 
UBQ  veccseeee 3,008 1,211... 1,211 1,387... 254 109 

Firearms. Poison. Uther modes, 
Year. Male. Female. M. FP. M. F, 
1880: <scsccsins 74 3 we 33 10. 45 12 
1887 ..... ree «= 6688 6 .. 36 15 .. 26 13 
1889 .....000e — = « 39 %19.. 150 4! 
1890 se ggeeees 73 Q we 52 18 1. 219 74 
I8QI .eeeees 67 3 ww. 57 28... 185 50 


Thus it will be seen that hanging and 


drowning are the most popular methods of 


suicide, and that deaths by firearms or 
by poison are not very frequent, the 


difficulty of procuring such lethal instru- 


ments doubtless being one of the chief 


causes of their disuse. 


Statistics show that the number of sui- 
cides in any one year is regulated by the 
price of rice. The years 1885, 1890, and 
1891 were marked by high prices and long 
lists of suicides. 

The following table gives the per cent- 
age of suicides in each province or district 
per 10,000 cases. The statisties on which 
the table is based cover the period from 
1887-1891:— 


Place. Per Centage. Place. Per Centage. 
Tokyo wcssccccee 2.66 Niigata vccocoee 1-62 
Osaka visscccecees 2.69 Fuleui .sccocsecee 2,60 
Kanagawa ...... 2.14 Fukuoka .......0 1.59 
Hokkaido ...... 2.13 Yamanashi ..,... 1.57 
Tokushima ,.... . 2.13 Shimane ...uce0e 1-54 

YOO vicecsccrece 2.12 Yamagata .... 1.52 
Hy0go wiscccsscese 210 Miye  srcsevcseee 1648 


Kochi ceterecevocs 1.44 
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Wakayaina © 2.09 Tottori ...rcccccoee 1.35 
Nata . 1.95 Kumamoto ...... 1.06 
GW eciaisiearaiace 1.86 Shizuoka ......... 1.06 
Tochigi w.ccccsee £89 Oita coccscsensocres 1.00 
Shiga... 1.82 Chiba ..-..cce0006 1.00 
Okayama a... 1.82 Twate  cicccecscces 0.96 
Aichi: sssdessnves . 181 Ishikawa ......... 0.82 
Satan yecsccees 1.81 Saga oc.cccccceee 0.78 
Vehime vce 1.79 Toyama ......... 0.75 
Nagano  ..ccceces 1.75 Awomori ......... 0.72 
Yamaguchi . 1.47. Kagoshima ...... 0.72 
Hiroshima ...... 1.64 Akita ............ 0.59 
Kagawa ......... 1-64 Okinawa ........ 0.34 


The above table shows that in the great 
centres of commerce and industry suicides 
are more frequent than in comparatively 
quiet country districts. It will be observ- 
ed that Hokkaido stands high in the 
list. That cannot be attributed to excess 
of population, a factor that in many other 
places causes distress culminating in 
suicide. The numerous hardships that 
the Northen settlers are called upon to 
undergo are said to be one great cause 
of the frequency of suicide. 


The causes of suicide may be classified’ 


as subjective and objective. The former 
including mental derdngement, love, 
remorse, and worry; the latter in- 
curable diseases, family troubles, pecu- 
niary losses, and fear of punishment on 
account of crimes committed. Statis- 
tics covering the years 1886, 1887, 1890, 
and 1891 are given in the subjoined tables. 
The figures for the years 1888 and 1889 
we are not able to supply :— 


Causes of Suicide. 1886. 3887. 1890. 2891. Total. 
Meutal Derange- 

INE sesseereeees 2,607 2,500 3,144 3,221 11,472 
General reverses ; 

of fortune, the 

difficulty of ma- . 

king aliving ... 2,172 1,140 1,790 1,703 6,805 
Physical Suffering 759 650 797 801 3,007 
Love ccccesccccecceeses 331 366 395 385 1,457 
Remorse, Shane... 277. 213 278 291 1,059 
Domestic Quarrels 140 Ig 205 238 702 
Anxiety for the 

Future v.00. 165 18 69 £54 406 
Business losses and 

inability to satisfy 

creditors... 67 53 63 £455 #238 
Fear of the dis- 

closure of Crime 

and consequént 

punishment ... 85 126 53 64 328 
Melancholy aid | 
gloom ....ccccee 108 117 25 80 330 
Bereavement and 

grief caused by 

the wickedness 

of near relations, 22 I 31 25 79 
Other causes...... 73 104 41106 131 414 
Undetermined 

CASES weesecesesee 339 316 523 441 1,620 


The above statistics show that next to 
insanity, the struggle for existence is the 
most fruitful of all sources of self-destruc- 
tion. And as competition becomes daily 
more keen and the cost of living greater, 


we can hardly expect that the practice of 


suicide will be less resorted to in the 
future than it has been in the past. Rather 
are we forced to admit that the contrary 
is likely to be the case. 

Mr. SAITO does not discuss the moral 
aspects of the subject, nor does he throw 
any light on the interesting question how 
far suicide is confined to the uneducated. 
As far as we have been able to ascertain, 
the feelings of educated Japanese as 
regards a man’s right to take his own 
life under certain circumstances have not 
undergone any change during the past 













twenty years. In Europe and the English 
colonies it is quite common for men to be 
imprisoned for attempting suicide and to 
receive long lectures from magistrates or 


judges on the duties they owe to the 


State. They are informed that their bodies 
are not their own to do as they please 
with, but the property of the State. We 
cannot discuss this doctrine fully within 
the limits of an article. There is much 
to be said both for and against the view. 
But what seems to us important to note 
is that the Japanese apparently still hold 
the old Roman view of suicide, though 
for many reasons the educated classes in 
modern days seldom feel called on to 


resort to felo de se, if indeed a term| 
so expressive of criminality can be rightly 


applied to self-destruction as practised 
by polished and highly sensitive samu- 
vat. The Japanese seem to recognise 
that the only way in which the State can 
help to prevent suicide is by endeavour- 
ing to ameliorate the conditions that 
force men to put an end to their lives. 
The idea that any legal penalties attach- 
ed to attempted suicide would actas a 
preventative is not entertained in this 
country. In numerous particulars besides 
suicide, the Japanese, as a nation, are op- 
posed to State interference with personal 
liberty. Whether a man’s life is worth 
preserving under certain circumstances 
is a question that the individual con- 
cerned alone can settle, and if the fear 
of shocking the feelings of near relatives 
and of increasing the burdens of those 
either directly or indirectly dependent 
on him does not suffice to deter a man 
from putting an end to an existence 
no longer having any charms for him, 
it is absurd to suppose that considera- 
tions connected with the legal view of 
the question would prove an obstacle to 
his carrying out his intention. Ano- 
ther point of importance connected with 
the Japanese view of suicide in the com- 
mon-sense matter-of-fact way in which 
they classify the different causes of sui- 
cide, as contrasted with the British legal 
tradition that insists on theinsanity of 
every suicide. Cases 
recently in Australia where persons con- 
templating suicide have given the most 
indubitable proofs that they were per- 
fectly sane up to the momeuit of death. 
But still the verdict of the jury was to 
temporary insanity. We have often con- 
versed with Japanese on this subject, and 
have found that the notion that a man 


must be insane when he destroys himself 


appears to thein an utter absurdity. They 
know it to be absolutely false, as many 
of the great heroes of antiquity died in 
the most perfect possession of every 
mental faculty. It is astonishing that in 
this scientific age some of the foremost 
nations of the world seem to be absolutely 
afraid to examine the foundation of many 


-of their pet theories and traditions. Long 


residence in the Far East has many draw- 


Google 


have occurred 


backs, but it also has many advantages: 
one of these is that we are put in posses- 
sion of a number of facts that undermine 
and finally overthrow many of our favourite 
theories and purely Western views of life 
and death. Thus we ever live and learn, 


unless we have the misfortune to belong 
to the section of Eastern foreign com- 


munities that aims at proving Western 
infallibility in every conceivable con- 
tingency. 


DECADENCE OF BUDDHISM. 
aja earl aes aceite 
(COMMUNICATBD.) 

NE of the most forcible charges pre- 

ferred against the Protestant Church 
by that of Rome, is that Protestantism, as 
such, has from the beginning tended to de- 
generate intoa vast number of contradictory 
sects; becoming in fact the visible portrai- 
ture of the house divided against itself; 
the Roman hierarchy, on the other hand, 
being handed down in unbroken succes- 
sion since apostolic days. The “heresies” 
of CALVIN, LUTHER, KNOX, WESLEY, and 
a host of other godly men, are thereby 
accounted instances of religious degenera- 
tion ; in total oblivion of the vital power of 
their lives and teaching and the marvellous 
results achieved by the great truths they 
inculcated. Yet, though this and much 
more to the purpose may be adduced in 
refutation of the views of Romanist con- 
troversialists, it is nevertheless perfectly 
true that any religion exhibiting signs of 
fungoid growth, a cutting-up into creeds 
in name only claiming part with the prime 
doctrine, a subversal of first principles, 
and tendencies of devitalization if not of 
dehumanization—any religious doctrine of 
the kind may be considered doomed, its 
days numbered. And this we think can 


be with absolute surety predicted of Budd- 


hism in Japan. 

Probably the most striking feature of 
Buddhism in this Empire at present is the 
brave attempt at propagandism and the 
intensely polemic attitude assumed against 
the Christian creed. If imitation really be 
a species of flattery, then the native 
Christian propagandists surely have a 
right to feel gratified by the Buddhist at- 
tempts to follow their example as far and 
as fast as possible. We hear of devoted 
priests sent out to administer comfort 
to the soldiers afield or in the hospitals 
during the war; of a $30,000 annual 
appropriation for missionary work in 
Formosa; of missions to various ports in 
Korea, toShanghai, and even farther south. 
We read of devout pilgrimages to Buddha- 
gaya; of vast sums spent on temples here 
and there, and last but not least, of another 
expected visit this year from Messrs. 
DHARMAPULA and OLCOTT. Moreover, the 
Bukkyo and Hanseit Zasshi warn all Bud- 
dhists of an “approaching storm,” the 
cloud in this instance being the moot ques- 
tion of metempsychosis, which is insisted 
upon as a vitally essential doctrine of Bud- 
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dhism. It may be; but we should very much 
like to know how the eloquent expounders 
of GAUTAMA’S heterogeneous apothegms 
intend proving the actual transmigration 
of the soul. The search for the ‘‘ missing 
link ” will be a mere picnic in comparison 
with this undertaking. 


But Buddhism in Japan has latterly as- 
sumed a new phase which would be amus- 
ing if it were not regrettable. That there 
is nothing new under the sun, is what we 
have all been taught to believe. Scientific 
research has succeeded in unearthing 
facts showing that the Ancient Egyptians 
and Assyrians were pretty much the com- 
peers of modern learning in everything, 
with perhaps the exception of the electric 
railway and the differential calculus. SimM- 
PLICIUS SIMPLICISSIMUS is put forward as 
the real inventor of the telephone ; while 
PAUL LINDON, with delicious humour, 
points to the “ Needle of Cleopatra” as 
the prototype of the sewing-machine. Yet 
it is saddening to see the young men of 
this wide-awake and progressive Empire 
subscribe to a ‘‘ Neo-Buddhism ” which is 
nothing but a bewildering réchauffé, a sort 
of intellectual o//a podrida, taken from the 
Neo-Platonists, LONGINUS, PLOTINUS, 
JAMBLICHUS, with a few handfuls of 
Gnostic mysticism thrown in, and some of 
SCHOPENHAUER ’Shighly-flavoured theories 
as a condiment. But hold: the platform 
of these young enthusiasts verbatim :— 
“Some often take the Neo-Buddhists 
for a kind of Unitarians, to the dis- 
gust of the more bigoted, old-fashioned 
Buddhists. It is true that they resemble 
'the Unitarians in so far as their tolerance 
and liberal’ investigation of doctrine are 
concerned. But,at the same time, it can not 
be denied that—(the italics ours)—while 
they admit there may be fallactes, histort- 
cal or scientific, in Buddha’s doctrines such 
as ue have to-day, they positively believe 


that Buddhism, at least taken as a whole, 
is the highest and grandest form of re- 


ligion, and that it is therefore their duty 
to propagate its principles throughout the 
world.’’* It would be interesting to know 
just how far one may credit Buddhistic 
theories ; where the “ historical or scientific 
fallacies” begin and where they end. 
Neo-Buddhism has evident need of a 
skilful apologetician, for from the above 
definition one might take it that the 
religion was of the “almost, most hardly, 
not at all”’ genus, which has proved so 
valuable an adjunct in keeping up the 
annual average of attendance in Western 
insane asylums. Readers of that inspired 
epic, ‘‘ The Hunting of the Snark,” may 
remember the Butcher’s eloquent disquisi- 
tion on the jubjub bird. Neo-Buddhism 
seems to be a fowl of the same feather. 
-Apart from this fascinating if bewilder- 
ing theme, the Buddhism of Modern 
Japan is most thoroughly shown to be 
in a decadent stage from the many de- 





* Hansei Zasshi, March eoth. 


generate creeds that claim it as a sponsor. 
The Zokami-ko, for example, founded in 
Bakufu days by a Buddhistically in- 
fluenced Shinto priest, INOUE MASAKANE, 
is very widely spread throughout the Em- 
pire and has numerous adherents. The 
principal idea is that the Divine Spirit 
permeates the circumambient atmosphere, 
particularly at sunrise and sunset. The 
devotees are taught to stand, face sun- 
wards, and take deep breaths, sucking in 
the Divinity, as it were, accompanying 
the act with the prayer—which we have 
never yet found any one able to explain— 
Zokami emt tame. This is first recited 
slowly, but the devout inhaler gradually 
recites quicker and quicker until the words 
become a confused jumble. Now this is 
nothing but solar worship, pur et simple. 
The older Japanese, in common with many 
other peoples, looked on the sky, earth, 
and sea as animated, intelligent beings: 
the Sun, giver of light and life to the 
world, rising and crossing the sky and 
descending at night into the underworld 
whence he (or she) arose, has the clearest 
divine personality. This permeates Japan- 
ese annals, both religious and profane. 
The Zokami-ko is not unlike the quaint 
simplicity in the account which a Samoyed 
woman once gave of her daily prayers ; 
at sunrise, bowing to the sun, she said, 
“When thou, GOD, risest, I too rise 
from my bed!” and in the evening, 
“When thou, GoD, goest down, I too get 
me to rest.’ As far back as ancient 
history reaches, the Sun-god appears, 
as where, in the pictures on Egypt- 
ian mummy-cases, RA, the Sun, is seen 
travelling in his boat through the upper 
and lower regions of the universe. Every 
morning those modern ancients, the Brah- 
mans, may be seen standing on one foot 
with their hands held out before them 
and their faces turned to the east, adoring 
the Sun: among the oldest prayers which 
have come down unchanged from the re- 
mote Aryan world is that which they daily 
repeat, ‘‘ Let us meditate on the desirable 
light of the divine Sun; may he rouse our 
minds!” The TZo-kamz-ko of Japan is 
nothing more than an idealized form of 
this ‘solar worship: the adoration of the 
creature instead of the Creator. 

Among the numerous other sub-sects is 
the Zenri-kyo, already familiar doubtless 
to many of our readers from Dr. GREENE’S 
excellent exposé. The Zenrt-kyo is noth- 
ing but a very gross and carnal supersti- 
tion, semi-Shintoist, emanating from the 
disordered brain of a farmer’s wife. It is 
full of the most glaring inconsistencies, 
the most childish and absurd theories, 
wholly incompatible with even low-grade 
intelligence ; yet there are, one is sorry 
to note, men of good education who hold 
to the tenets of this very modern creed, and 
pay almost divine honours toits foundress. 
Still more palpably misleading are the 
teachings of the Zemmon-kyo. The ex- 
pounders of this creed claim it as 


ay Google 


thorcughly Buddhistic; but they recently 
came into unpleasant collision with the 
authorities, a large amount of dirty linen 
being subsequently washed in public, with 
the concurrent exposure of immoral prac- 
tices of amost abhorrent nature. It wasa 
death blow forthe Zemmon-kyo; priests and 
temples there are still, but the number of 
sectarians has greatly diminished and the 
sect itself is in deserved disrepute. And 
not only that do we not find the same 
immoral practices in the famous Hon- 
gwanji itself, especially the Western 
Hongwanji? Ask any self-respecting 
enlightened Buddhist whether he deems 
the Hongwanji worthy of a moral man’s 
adherence! The Wippfon-yin, a most out- 
spoken and courageous magazine, devoted 
last year a series of articles to this sect. 
Suddenly, before the series came to an 
end, the essays stopped abruptly, and it 
was an open secret that the silence had 
golden motives. But from these remark- 
able articles we learn, if the information 
be credible, that the priests are not 
only permitted to practise concubinage, 
but that devotees even bring to them 
young girls of more than usually fair 
exterior to serve in a degrading capacity, 
the deluded females consenting as they 
are taught that this sacrifice of their 
bodies secures them felicity in the world 
to come, or in the next stage of existence. 
And that is the sect proposing to effect a 
spiritual regeneration of the ‘ benight- 
ed Formosans!’’ Among the young 
priests of the Hongwanji there are unques- 
tionably well-read, well-educated men. 
They manage to gloss over the glaring 
immoralities of their seniors and pro- 
pound specious doctrines well calculated 
to lull the semi-awakened conscience ; for 
the heart of man is deceitful and des- 
perately wicked. Acertain Christian essay- 
ist accurately defines the Hongwanji as 
‘a spiritual opiate.” It is that and more: 
it is a spiritual degeneracy. But the list 
is by no means exhausted. The need of 
a personal Saviour is exemplified in the 
Kyuse-kyo, a name that has a strangely 
familiar sound, as it promises “salvation 
for the world.” In Sambancho, Tokyo, is 
the chief gathering place of the sectarians, 
who believe or are tanght that the goddess 
KWANNON is their Redeemer ; that pray- 
ers addressed to her will insure forgive- 
ness of sins and ultimate blessedness. 
And it is more than whispered that the 
sex of the deity is utilized in much the 
same way as that of the Egyptian HATHOR, 
whose voluptuous creed is still embodied 
in the graceful sculptures of the famous 
Temple of Denderah. In passing, we 
note that the Kyuse-&yo is a little more 
than 20 years old. 

Absurd, from whatever point of view, is 
the Konko-kyo, literally “Shining Gold.” 
This sect is widely distributed in the West 
of Japan, especially along the Sanyodo. 
It will hardly be believed but it is none 
the less true that these pseudo-Buddhist 
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doctrinaires worship go/d, gold coins of 
any and every sort. Gold, it is urged, 
being the most precious thing on earth, 
is the visible incarnation of the Diety. 
In worshipping the metal, they are 
only adoring the inner spirit. That is 
delicious. Extremists hold that the sum 
of the gold coins thus given divine 
honours will actually increase by dint of 
fervent prayer. Thus, if’one prays with 
faith to a five yen gold piece, it will be- 
come a ten yen coin in time,—length of 
time not stated: the usual slovenltess in 
doctrinal statistics. Surely since the days 
of the Golden Calf never was there a more 
ridiculous belief. “Yet this creed does 
really and truly exist, and Buddhist theories 
are twisted in some way to give a shadowy 
basis of authority to it. It need hardly 
be added that the sectarians are mono- 
metallists. 


no injury whatever. Of course she had 
such a prophylactic amulet about her, 
and on examining it, she afterwards found 
the card-board broken to pieces—so 
great was the strain that had been put 
upon its virtues! But really the name 
of such talismans is legion. The only 
thing surprising is that men of high 
rank and pronouncedly atheistic views 
often exhibit a fondness for such things 
and profess a thorough belief in their 
efficacy. And nearly every amulet is of 
Buddhist origin. 

One might readily pile Ossa on Pelion 
in adducing evidences of the decadence of 
Buddhism in Japan. Enough has been said, 
however, to show that the case against 
Japanese Buddhism is a very strong one: 
it has been tried in the balances and 
found wanting. If Japan truly desires to 
compete with the West in all things, the 
national religion must sooner or later 
be of a different, a very different, sort. 
No amount of Neo-Buddhistic patching 
will serve to hold up the tottering temples. 
With intellectual progress must come 
Spiritual enlightenment, or else progress 
is more specious than real. Buddhist Japan 
will never attain the ideals the nation has 
set itself; but Christian Japan will. 
























































Oji and Uyeno, will. cross the River Tone vip 
Senzu, and reach Mito after passing Votte and 
Tsuchiura. From Mito, along the coast of Shitachi 
and Iwaki, the line will extend northward effecting 
a junction with the 3rd section of the existing line 
at Iwamura, Rikuzen. 

Bushyu.—This will start from Takasaki, thence 
rw) southward, cross the Jyobu lwe at Yorii, 
and effect a junction with the Ko-Bu line at 
Hachioji. This is a branch line: the main line 
will extend to Tino, to effect a junction at Kawa. 
goye with the Kawagoye and Mo-bu Railways. 

Jyo-bu.— This line will start from the Kumagaye 
Station, Nippon Railway Company, and reach 
Omiya, after crossing the Bushyu line at Yorii. 

Jyo-s0.—One branch will start from Utsunomiya 
Station, sun southward and cross the old Mito 
line of the Nippon Railway at Shimotate, and 
join the latter’s new Mito line at Totte ote Sui- 
kaido. The other branch will start from Iwae 
minato on the old Mito line of the Nippon Railway 
Company and proceed via Hojyo to Suikaido. 

Funakura.—This line will start from Funabashi 
Station of the So-bu Railway and at Sakura will 
effect a junction with the So-bu and the Narita 
Railways. The line when completed will be the 
shortest route between Tokyo and Sakura. 

Narita.=This line will start from Sakura, the 
terminus, of the So-bu Railway and will run on to 
Narita. 

The Shogyo argues that the construction of 
the Mo-bu and the To-bu Railways will con- 
siderably affect the interests of the Nippon 
and Ryomo Railways, for goods or passengers 
between Ashikaga and Tokyo and Yokohama 
will be drawn to the more direct, and there- 
fore cheaper, routes: Itis estimated by some 
people that the profits of the Ryemo Rail- 
way will be affected by as much as 15,000 
yen a year, that is, 10 per cent. of the pre- 
sent receipts; white the diminution in the 
profits of the Nippon Railway will be quite 
30,000 yen. Conferences are now being held 
by the Ryomo and the Mobu as to the advisa- 
bility of amalgamation. The construction of 
the Mo-bu line will affect the interests of the 
Kawagoye line even more, and the latter will soon 
be nothing better than.a branch line between 
Tokyo and Kawagoye. On the other hand the 
construction of the Buso line will not materially 
reduce the receipts of the Tokaido Railway, 
for thotgh the journey between Tokyo and 
Matsuda is shortened by about 6 miles by the 
Buso, it is not likely that this will make much 
impression upon goods and passenger traffic, 
especially as there will be no particular differ- 
ence between the two in respect of charges. 
When the double-track between Kanagawa and 
Hodogaya is completed, the route of the 
Tokaido line will be shortened by 2 miles. 
The two branches of the Nippon Railway Com- 
pany will not affect in the least the interests 
of the main line. The object of building these 
branches is to use them as a complement to the 
2nd section of the Nippon Railway ; goods and 
passengers Carried on the 2nd section being un- 
usually heavy the project should pay well. 
The Bushyu Railway Company at first intended 
to construct a line between ‘Takasaki and Yoko- 
huma vfa Hachioji, but as the Government 
contemplates connecting the latter places itself, 
the company was obliged to reduce the scope of 
its enterprise. However, as trade between 
Takasaki, Hachioji, and Yokohama is very 
heavy, the Bushyu Railway is expected to prove 
a profitable investment. The new company 
will not affect to any material extent the interests 
of the First Section of the Nippon Railway 
Company on the Shimbashi-Yokohama line. 
The So-O is a branch line from the Ko-bo, the 
the Bu-So, and the Tokkaido railways, while 
the two Jyobu lines may be considered branches 
of the Bushyu, the Nippon, and the Mo-Bu. 
The two should prove profitable enterprises. 
The Jyo-So (Utsunomiya and Totte) constitutes 
a branch of the old and new Mito lines of 
‘the Nippon Railway Company, and the other 
(Iwase to Sinkaido) may be considered a branch 
of the Mito lines and the foregoing Jyo-So. The 
Narita Railway was projected with a view to 
afford facilities-to visitors to the Narita Temple. 
The enterprise is so popular that shares with 15 
yen paid up are now quoted at over 80 yen. 

In this context it might be useful to give a 
list of existing or contemplated Railways in the 
vicinity of Osaka. 
































Finally, look at the quite recently esta- 
blished Kwanrs-kyo, with its head-quarters 
in Shitaya District, Tokyo. So zealons 
are its professors that sometimes their 
advertisements cover a whole page of the 
high-priced $171 Shimpo. The sectarians 
are merely pseudo-Pythagoreans, basing 
the theory of the universe on numbers. 
With numbers they foretell the future, 
dabbling at the same time in physiogomy, 
chiromancy, geomancy, and other kind- 
red divinatory systems. The Kwanrt- 
kyo, thanks to judicious advertising, is 
becoming very popular, and hence pays 
well. In a word it is a mere speculation ; 
a confused system of fortune-telling 
concocted for the sole purpose of draw- 
ing the shekels from the purses of a 
gullible public. Populus vult decips, and 
the soothsaying sectarians turn this truism 
to exceeding profit. 


RAILWAY¥ SCHEMES FOR THE VICI- 


NITY OF 7OKFO. 
—__—_—_——______—__ 

The Shogyo is printing a series of articles 
relating to the various railway schemes affecting 
the districts immediately around Tokyo. In 
the vicinity of Tokyo, operations are already 
conducted by the State, and the Kobu, the Ka- 
wagoye, the Aoume, the Nippon, the Ryomo, 
the Sobu, and the Boso Railway Companies. Be- 
sides the above, fourteen temporary charters 
have been granted to other companies as follow : 
—Buso, So-o, Bushyu, Kazusa, Mobu, Tobu, 
two Jyo-so, Narita, Funakura, Karasuyama- 
Kawashima, and the Senju and Tokiwa branch 
lines of the Nippon Railway Company. These, 
when completed, together with those actually 
in existence, will form a veritable net work of 
railways around Tokyo. It is said that the au- 
thorities, however, are disposed to grant further 
charters to other companies whose schemes are 
before them. When the present railway pro- 
gramme is completed the Tokyo district will have 
lines branching out to Matsuda, Hachioji, Taka- 
saki, Ashikaga, and Mito. When compared with 
Belgium, however, the total mileage of railway 
around the capital is still very small and the 
Council will undoubtedly entertain with favour 
the schemes of the following new companies :— 

Bu-so (Musashi-Sagami).—This will start from 
Shinanomachi, Yotsuya district of Tokyo, traverse 
the centre of Musashi and Sagami from east to 
west, effect a junction with the Tokaido line at 
Matsuda (a station near the Hakone Pass), and 
then go on to Odawara: total length, about 53 
niles. 

So-v (Sagami-Hachioji).—This will start at 
Aibara in the vicinity of Hachioji, traverse Saga- 
mi from North to South, cross the above railway 
and effect a junction with the Tokaido line at 
Hiratsuka; total length, about 27 miles. 

Tobu (Eastern Musashi) and Mo-bu (Kozuke- 
Shimozuke-Musashi).— These will connect at Ashi- 
kaga and Tokyo. The former statts from Senzu, 
crosses the Nippon Railway at Kiku after passing 
Kusaka, and passes through Ashikaga and joins 
the Ryomo Railway line after passing Tate- 
bayashi., The latter will start from ‘Tomizaka-cho, 
Koishikawa, Tokyo, pass Kawagoye and Kuma- 
gaye and reach Ashikaga after crossing the 
Ryomo Railway. 

Mito and Tokiwa bianches of the Nippon Rail- 
way Company.—The two schemes, which are really 
one continuous line, will start from Tabata between 


With the prevailing laxity of belief 
among all classes, one more thing must, 
in conclusion, be noted. It is the great 
faith put in amulets, charms, talismans and 
the like. There are a score of temples in 
and about Tokyo that derive alarge profit 
from the sale of such playthings. The well 
nigh defunct Remmon-kyo dealt largely 
in holy water under the style of Kamz-no- 
mizu, the strongly ammoniacal properties 
of which were hideously suggestive of the 
source. At the Kompira Shrine in Shiba, 
little jugs of water used in washing the 
idols are for sale at a surprisingly cheap 
figure, considering that this water is a 
specific for all imaginable diseases. At 
the recent festival of Fudo, in Fukagawa 
District, Tokyo, several people were more 
or less severely injured in the rush to 
obtain charms—simple bits of cardboard 
with one or two ideographs described 
thereon. Why? Because forsooth the 
possession of such a talisman preserves 
the fortunate bearer from danger in falling, 
even if from a great height. A case in 
point is quoted. A lady in Tokyo the 
other day fell from the verandah of the 
second floor to the ground, and received 
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RISE IN THE COST OF LIVING. 
ee a —-—- = 
According to investigations carried out by the 
Monetary Systems Investigation Committee, 
the following statistics regarding the rise in the 
cost of living in Tokyo and Osaka since 1873 
have been obtained :— 
















































Existinec Lines, — 

Nara Railway—Connects the Kyoto Station of 
the Government Trunk Line with Nara on the 
Osaka Railway. 

Osaka (1) between Minatomachi and Nara 
(2) between Tennoji and Sanuki; (3) between 
Teunoji and the- Umeda Station, Osaka. 

Naniwa Railway connects Takata Station on the 


DEATH OF MR. fF. Ff. ENSLIE. 
-—_—_— —_—_<_——_——_ 

It is with profound regret that we announce 
the death of Mr. J. J. Enslie, for so many 
years Her Majesty’s Consul at Kobe, the sad 
event occurring at 11 o'clock on Sunday night. 
Mr. Enslie has been suffering from a variety of 
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In the above table the ruling prices of 1873 
are taken as the standard, and the figures 
under the heading of rent refer only to the 
15 urban sections of Tokyo. The table ex- 
plains itself and no analysis need be given. 
The cause of the rise in the cost of living that is 
to be noted about 1881 was primarily due to 
the circulation of an excessive amount of incon- 
vertible notes, and the occurrence of domestic 
and foreign complications in succession, com- 
mencing with the serious ministerial rupture 
caused by the Korean expedition, followed by 
the civil disturbances in Saga, Kumamoto, 
Yamaguchi, and Kagoshima. - 

With the gradual readjustment of the national 
finance, a step completed in 1886, prices of 
commodities entered the downward grade, a 
movement, however, that lasted for only a few 
years. Prices began to ascend again from 1889 
and, with only slight fluctuations, the move- 
ment continues to this day. The main cause 
of the rise in the market prices of commodities 
is attributed to the fall in the gold-price of silver. 
Figures subsequent to May 1894, are not yet 
forthcoming, but it is estimated that they stand 
considerably higher than those given above. It 
will thus be seen that a petty official who could 
subsist in 1873 on 10 yen a month, required at 
the beginning of 1894. yen 16.20 to live in pro- 
portionate style, while a person who lived on 
14.40 yen a month in 1886 required 26.20 yen 
eight years later. It is therefore easy to see 
that persons living on petty fixed incomes, 
such as clerks in Government service, whose 
income is practically stationary, must now be 
experiencing considerable difficulty in making 
ends meet, especially as house rent, which con- 
stitutes the largest item in the cost of living, 
is steadily going upward. 

Wages of mechanics, unlike the remunera- 
tion of petty Government servants, show a more 
or less upward tendency, as the following com- 
parative table compiled by the same Investiga- 
tion Committee will show :— 


mation with the existing Ban-kai Railway and the 
company will build a line to Wakayama starting 
from ‘Tennoji on the Osaka Railway Company. 

Seiwa Railway.—From Matsusaki Station, on 
the Sangoo Railway to Sakurai ou the O;aka 
Railway on the one hand, and, on the other, be- 
tween Kawai and the Tsu Station onthe Kwansai 
Railway. . : 

Iga Railway.—Fiom Uyeno, Iga, to Haibara on 
the Seiwa Railway. 

Kayo Railway.—From Kashiwabara to Mik- 
kaicht. 

Jyéka Railway.—From Kitsu Station on the 
Nara Railway to Shijyo-nawate Station on the 
Naniwa Railway. 

Kiwa Railway.—From Gojyo Station on the 
Naniwa Railway to Wakayama. 

Seisei. Railway.—From Shimosonezaki, Osa- 
ka, to Kawakita. 

Kwansai Railway.—From Tsuge to Nara. 

Hatsuse Railway.—From Nara Station to 
Sakurai. 

Omi Railway.—From Hikone Station to Fuka- 
gawa, on the Koya Railway. Between Sakai 
Station to Hashimoto, Kii. 

Ban-tan Railway.—From Ikuno to Wadayama, 
where it will effect a junction with the Kyoto 
Railway, and thence extend to Tsuiyama. 

Tango Railway.—From Miyazu on the Kyoto 
line to Shimazaki. 
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THE UNITED STATES NAVY. 
—_—____—____—_- 

‘The New Naval Appropriation Bill which 
passed the House of Representatives in April,” 
says The Literary Digest, ‘‘ was agreed to by the 
Senate on May 2nd, with some very important 
modifications. The bill, as originally passed 
by the House, provided for a total expenditure 
of $16,675,000. The new ships authorized 
were four heavy coast-line battle-ships to cost 
not more than $3,750,000 each; five torpedo- 
boats of a speed exceeding 26 knots an hour, 
to cost in all not more than $875,000, and ten 
other torpedo-boats, the best attainable at a 
total cost of $800,002. The bill, as amended 
by the Senate, calls for two instead of four of 
the battle-ships, reduces the number of swift 
torpedo-boats from five to three of 30 knots an 


From August 13th of that year till Jane rst, 
1863, he was Acting-Consul at Hakodate. In 
the following year he was attached to the Suarvey- 
ing Squadron in the Inland Sea and the Straits 
of Shimonoseki as interpreter, and subsequently 
on several occasions was in charge of the Hako- 
date Consulate. He was transferred to the 
Consulate at Kobe as interpreter in January 
1868, remaining there in that capacity till 
February 1869, when he was appointed Acting- 
Vice-Consul for Hiogo and Osaka, which posi- 
tion he held till 1873, with the exception of an 
interval of three months, during which time he 
was Acting-Consul at Niigata. In 1877, Mr. 
Enslie was called to the Bar at Lincoln’s Inn, 
London, and in 1880 was appointed Acting- 
Registrar and Crown Prosecutor in Japan. From 
November, 1881, to February, 1883, he was 
Acting-Consul at Yokohama, but during that 
time had been promoted to be Vice-Consul at 
Hakodate. In 1884, he was transferred to 
Niigata, and a few months later was nominated 
provisionally as Consul at Nagasaki. He was 
not, however, appointed to that position till May 
1886, and was transferred to Kobe in October 
1888. Since then Mr. Enslie has on one or 
two occasions officiated as Consul at Yokohama, 
but has continuously been her Majesty's chief 
epresentative at Kobe since 1890. 


The remains of Mr. J. J. Enslie were cremated 
on Monday evening and the funeral took place 
at Kobe on the following afternoon. At 4 p.m. 
a procession was formed and proceeded to the 
Masonic Hall—the deceased having been an 
active Mason for many years and taken high 
degrees in the Scottish Rite—where a Masonic 
Lodge of Sorrow was opened. These solemn 
ceremonies concluded, public procession was 
formed and escorted the remains to the Ceme- 
tery where the last sad rites were conducted. 
The funeral was attended by a very large con- 
course of residents, members of the Consular 
services of all nationalities represented in Kobe, 
deputations from the Masonic Lodges, and 
many Japanese officials. 
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scheme of expansion the scope of which ex- 
tends beyond coast defence. Others take pre- 
cisely the opposite view. But outside observers 
will probably agree that whatever divergence of 
programme may exist at this stage, a colossal 
nation like the American will not halt fora 
long time after entering the route of naval ex- 
pansion. The United States must be able to 
show actual potentialities ; it cannot be content 
to invite the respect of the nations. on account 
of its hypothetical capabilities alone. For the 
reat, the sooner it develops strength to meet every 
possible emergency, the better for the peace of 
the world. 


scene during the whole of the trip. It was pro- 
bably owing to fog that the Centurion went 
aground on Saturday. The £dgar, after salut- 
ing the port on Tuesday, saluted the French 
Admiral, the Bayard returning the compliment. 
Che cruiser will probably dock at Yokosuka on 
Monday. 


aT ae ee oe eres 


THE BRITISH LEGATION. 
> 

Colonel Sartorius, V.C., the new Military 
Attaché of the British Legation, arrived in 
Tokyo on the 17th instant. 


Another table showing the fluctuation in house- 
rent in the 15 urban divisions of Tokyo is also 
given, and demonstrates that house rents in 
Akasaka have risen most (100 in 1873, to 
461 in 1894); then follow Fukagawa (100 to 
421) ; Nihonbashi (100 to 367) ; Asakusa (100 
to 340): Koishikawa, Shitaya, Honjo, Kojji- 
machi, Ushigome, Kanda, Yotsuya, Shiba, 
Azabu, Hongo, and Kyobashi, follow in the 
order given. 
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CHINESE ITEMS. 
—. —-— 

The facts of the attack made upon a German 
officer in Nanking are now very clear. It turns 
out that the affair had its origin in an attempt on 
the part of a body of troops under the charge of 
the German to take possession of a drill ground 
already occupied by some two handred of the 
Viceroy’s men. Of course the attempt was not 
deliberately made. The German drill instruc- 
tor does not appear to have realized the situation. 
Still the fierce and insubordinate action of the 
Viceroy’s braves was very significant. Unless 
a strong anti-foreign prejudice existed among 
them, they wonld never have proceeded to such 
extremities ata moment’s notice. Unfortunately 
the incident evoked some most intemperate ex- 
pressions from the Shanghai press, but that 
kind of thing seems unavoidable. The wounded 
man’s statement is as follows :— 


I was a non-cominissioned officer in the Prussian 
army and am now engaged as a drill instructor in 
the Chinese army. I was in command of No. 5 
Company on the rst June. At 4.30 p.m. I went 
on horseeback to the drill-ground which has been 
alloted to us by the Military Adininistration of 
Nanking to use for drilling, and is situated just be- 
On arsiving at the 
ground I observed the personal body-guard of 
H.E. Liu K‘unyi, consisting of about 200 men, 
that be brought from Shanhaikwan with him 
to Nanking. I did not atthibute any import- 
ance to their presence, and as far as I could 
see they were wot armed, only about thirty 
having the usual banner waving from a sharp 
pointed bamboo staff. When my company was 
formed I mounted, but, on the sergeant reporting 
to ime the number of men present, I dismounted 
and walked a few paces towards my men, holding 
my pony by the bridle. I suddenly heard from 
behind, and coming from Viceroy Liu’s men, 
a great noise and the usual loud crying peculiar 
to Chinese soldiers when making an attack. I 
turned round immediately and saw the whole of 
Liu’s men close behind and coming towards 
me in} a compact mass, with the intention 
of making an attack. I mounted my pony, 
which I had been holding by the bridle, again, 
but received at the same moment a blow on the 
head from a speat-headed bamboo (a tenpenny 
wail tied on the end of a bamboo), which brought 
me tothe ground. I still held on to my pony’s 
head, but was entirely surrounded by a thick, living 
wall of howling men, some of whom were beating 
me with bamboos, others throwing stones at me 
with great force, others trying to put me to the 
ground by seizing me by the coat and vest with 
great violence, and trying to sway me to the 
ground, while others were using bamboos between 
my legs to try and trip me, and it was only by 
holding firmly to my pony’s head that I managed 
to avoid their endeavours. I saw now that 
it was a matter of life and death, and drew my 
revolver for self-defence, but before I could 
bring it into action I received a thrust in 
the right arm from a spearc-headed banner 
bamboo as well as several blows on the same 
arm, which knocked the revolver to the ground. 
One of the soldiers instantly picked it up and 
directed it towards my chest, but as he was ignor- 
aut of its management and use I owe my life. At 
this moment my horse was torn from me, Being 
now entirely without a weapon of defence, the 
stick I generally carry when on drill duty being 
lost in the mélee, and seeing there was nothing 
for it but life or death and being entirely at the 
mercy of the blows, cuffs and stones of the 
howling soldierly mob, I decided if possible to 
make one desperate effort for life. With one 
jump I succeeded and broke through the living 
wall that surrounded me and ran in the direction 
of the maloo, the soldiers following me howling, 
shouting, and throwing big stones, while the civi- 
lians who had gathered round the camp and wit- 
nessed the affray joined in with the rabble and 
hooted me as well as receiving me with a volley of 
stones as soon as I got away from the soldiers. 
On arriving in the maloo my own soldiers received 
and escorted me to my home. Whilst I was 
amongst the crowd of soldiers, I was deprived of 
my hat, spectacles, watch, stick, revolver, and pony, 
It is stated that the German Consul-General 
attributes to the Viceroy’s soldiers no worse mo- 
tive than jealousy of the foreign-drilled troops, 
who receive higher pay and are better clothed. 

Rumour says that the demands preferred to 
the Viceroy are :—‘‘ 1, Pecuniary indemnity to 
Mr. Krause amounting to Tls. 10,000 and even- 
tually a pension. 2. Dismissal of the General 
in command of the troops, who declined to hold 





an investigation. 3. Punishment of the evil- 
doers, and death-sentence to the principle leader. 
4. Clearance of the barracks and installation of 
same with foreign-drilled troops.” 

Despite strong opposition on the part of the 
local junk-owners, steamers have begun to ply 
on the Poyang Lake. Only three small steam 
launches have as yet made their appearance, 
and it is considered doubtful whether they can 
navigate the lake in rough weather. But they 
are said to be the forerunners of twelve, among 
which some larger craft will be included. 

The new postal programme for China will 
soon be an established reality. From several 
places in the interior news comes that the ser- 
vice will be commenced from July rst. 


There is talk of the establishment of an Im- 
perial National Bank in China. The chief pro- 
jector is Doctor Yung Wing, and the idea is 
that the Bank should be under the auspices of 
the Board of Revenue, which would provide the 
capital, ten million taels. The Bank would 
have note-issuing power and the proposed 
dollar mintage in Tientsin would be connected 
with it. ‘‘ A similar attempt,” writes the Pekin 
correspondent of the North China Daily News, 
‘‘ was made at the close of Hien Féng’s reign 
but with disastrous results, It is feared that a 
like result awaits the present proposed effort. 
If carried out and honestly conducted without 
question the proposal is a good one. Sucha 
bank could collect and forward to Pekin the 
taxes and could arrange for loans, etc., but 
it will need a foreigner at the head of it with 
full powers to pat China’s finance on a sound 
basis, which is well-nigh impossible. Any one 
of these great changes necessitates the re-con- 
struction of the entire Chinese constitution and 
it is here where the difficulty and the Herculean 
nature of the task come in. 

A fresh outbreak of Mahommedans is re- 


ported from Lanchou, the capital of Kansu. It 


was believed that the Mahommedan revolt of 
last year had been completely stamped out, but 
the rebels are again under arms, and have com- 
pletely routed the Government troops sent against 
them, nearly four thousand of the latter, out of 
a total of six thousand, having been put hors de 
combat. The Viceroys Liu and Chang have been 
ordered to send strong re-inforcements. 


A draft of rules for the occupation of a 
Japanese settlement in Soochow is published 
by the Hupao. It appears to be thought that 
the Japanese have made an indifferent bargain, 
but so far as prices are concerned, we do not 
see that such is the case. They are to pay from 
$100 to $250 per mow for land purchased dur- 
ing the next ten years, after which the rates are 
to be subject to modification in accordance with 
the market value of theland. Reducing these 
figures to more familiar notation—the mow be- 
ing taken as 4, of an acre and the cash as the 
twelfth part of a sen—we find that the land is to 
cost from $650 to $1,625 per acre, and that the 
tax is $27 per acre, approximately. In other 
words, the price is 0.54 yen to 1.35 yen per 
fsubo, and the tax is 2} sen per tsubo— 
rates that would greatly please foreigners 
residing in Japan. Small as the tax is, how- 
ever, it is alleged to be more than four times as 
mach as the rate now actually levied in Soochow. 
Leases are to be for a fixed term of 30 years, 
renewable for ever, but Japanese Jessees are not 
allowed to sub-let. Holdings are limited in size, 
the maxinum for one person being 5 mow, a 
little less than two-thirds of an acre, or about 930 
tsubo. We can not see that there is anything 
unfavourable to the Japanese in all this. 


The chief dep&t and terminus of the Hankow- 
Pekin trunk line is expected to be Shasi, which 
is a few miles distant from Hankow. 

The Viceroy Chang Chih-tung’s admiration 
for Germany’s military efficiency is very plainly 
displayed in his memorial of March last, on the 
subject of forming a military academy and a 
school for instruction in the science of railway 
building. ‘‘ China,” he writes, ‘‘is sadly in 
want of trained material to resist the aggressive- 
ness of outside nations, and the reason why Ger- 
many’s armies are superior to those of other 
European countries is due to the fact that every 
man in the former country. is a soldier whilst 
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those who have shown superior knowledge in 
their duties and clever talents are made officers. 
Nota single officer in the German armies but has 
graduated from some military academy or other.~ 
Hence the superiority of Germany over others. 
If China desires to be strong she must follow 
these lines and encourage every military man to 
study at military academies like those in Ger- 
many. To do so Academies must be establish- 
ed throughout the whole empire—the more the 
better.” 





NOTES ON AUSTRALIAN TOPICS. 
tee —>— -_— —_ 

Australia has lost one of her greatest men. 
As New South Wales was the mother of the 
Australasian Colonies, so Sir Henry Parkes 
may be said to have been the father of New 
South Wales. No more striking figure ever ap- 
peared on the stage of the political world than 
the aged statesman who has just descended to 
the grave, full of years and with that highest of 
all honours attached to his memory—the repu- 
tation of having given all his best years to the 
service of his country. Born in 1815, the great 
Waterloo year, in Stoneleigh, Warwickshire, he 
seems to have imbibed a warlike spirit, for no 
man enjoyed in after years a fierce political 
battle better than he. His father was a farm 
labourer on the estate of a nobleman whose 
son-in-law became Governor of New South 
Wales when Mr, Parkes was the premier of the 
colony. He went through an apprenticeship to 
a mechanical trade and married at the age of 
21. Itis hardly necessary to say that he was 
for the most part a self-educated man. He 
emigrated to Sydney in 1839, jast in‘time to 
take part in the agitation against the transporta- 
tion of convicts, which had then reached its 
height and which led to the discontinuance of 
the practice the following year. For nine years 
public feeling had been growing in hostility to 
the notion that New South Wales should be 
turned into a “dumping ground ” for English 
rascality. More than 80,000 criminals, in the 
proportion of one woman to six men, had been 
landed in the colony. 

In the year 1839, the sister colonies of New 
South Wales were either unborn or struggling 
with the weakness of infancy. The land on 
which the great city of Melbourne, the London 
of the Antipodes, now stands was obtained from 
the aborigines in 1835 only. South Australia 
had been founded by commercial enterprise in 
1836. ‘'asmania, Western Australia and Queens- 
land were nothing more than convict settle- 
ments when young Parkes landed in Sydney, 
and the British colony in New Zealand was not 
authorised till the following year. There was 
in New South Wales a large organised free 
element and this section of the community 
Parkes joined. It is doubtful whether in the 
revive the practice of importing convicts, in 
order to supply themselves with cheap labour. 
Then came the great discovery of gold in 1851: 
when colonial society went mad, when agri- 
culture and industry alike were threatened 
with utter ruin for want of hands, and when 
there was a talk of proclaiming martial law in 
order to keep men to their ordinary avocations. 
old country he would have ever attained to any- 
thing more than local distinction. But life in 
the colonies affords special opportunities to men 
of character and will. Society is more plastic 
in new countries than in old, and this fact is 
made use of by the man of genius and power, 
who moulds men and things to suit the shapes 
of his own mind. The first occasion when 
Parkes showed his powers as an orator was in 
1849, when certain pastoralists attempted to 
Emigrants poured into the colonies from Europe 
and other parts. The convict became an in- 
significant fraction in the new community, and 
New South Wales entered on that career of 
growing prosperity which has established her 
title to supremacy among our Australian posses- 
sions. From this time onward Parkes figured 
as a popular political leader, as an advocate of 
local government, and representative assemblies. 
In 1854 he was elected a representative of 
Sydney in the old Legislative Council. In the 
following year the Imperial Parliament passed 
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the Enabling Act, and in 1856 the first true 
Parliament of New South Wales was constituted, 
consisting of a Lower House, the members of 
which are chosen by the people, and an Upper 
House, appointment to which is in the hands 
of the Crown. Parkes secured a seat in the 
former and, with the exception of a few in- 
tervals, occupied it till his death. His rise from 
an ordinary member of the House to the oc- 
cupancy of a seat on the Treasury Benches took 
ten years. That was along delay, to which he 
often referred in after life when addressing 
ambitious young men. There are few countries 
in the word where parliaments and administra- 
tions are so short-lived as in Australia. The 
average life of the 14 parliaments that preceded 
the parliament of July, 1891, was only two 
years and two months. From a_ secondary 
position in the Cabinet he rose to the pre- 
miership in 1872. In 1877 he formed his 
second Administration, in 1878 his third, in 
1887 his fourth and in 1889 his fifth, He held 
the position for 12 years, a longer period than 
any other Australasian politician can boast of. 
In views he was a Liberal, of the school of 
Cobden, Bright and John Stuart Mill. With 
his name is associated the majority of the great 
Legislative Acts of New South Wales. A sys- 
tem of education, entirely free from ecclesias- 
tical control and embodying thoroughly effi- 
cient standards, which has commended itself 
to other colonies as a worthy model of what may 
be attained in this direction, was toa large ex- 
tent the product of his fertile genius. 


The deceased statesman, in addition to an 
imposing, presence, had the advantage of being 
a practised orator and of possessing a know- 
ledge of colonial affairs attained by few of his 
contemporaries. Though he never cured him- 
self of the habit of dropping h’s, his language 
in other respects was that of a most grammati- 
cal and polished speaker. He excelled in satire, 
repartee, and the use of.apt and telling similes, 
Some of his sayings will probably live as long 
as the English language is spoken, such for 
instance as that one in which he referred to the 
Imperial idea as ‘ the crimson thread of kin- 
ship.” His latest public efforts were given 
to the cause of federation, which he hoped 
to see realised during his lifetime. One pecu. 
liarity of his character it would be wrong 
not to notice. He was one of the most 
improvident and peculiarly unthrifty of men 
that ever lived. Though he resided in the 
colony through the gold period, when men 
not possessing a hundredth part of his ability 
made money enough to render them independ. 
ent for life, Parkes remained poor, and had often 
to be kept alive by public charity. He neither 
smoked, drank, nor gambled ; he had no luxuri- 
ous habits, and yet he has always ‘“‘hard up.” 
Money was no sooner in his pocket than it was 
Out again, and when heavy bills were awail- 
ing payment he would often give a large sum 
for.a thing that he did not specially need. At 
the very close of his life he married a young 
girl, whose chief attraction. if report be true, 
was the posseasion of the large sum of £100, 
which to Sir Henry, out of office and with no 
savings to fall back on, was no mean amount. 
The great leader has been heavily censured in 
some quarters for marrying the mother of his 
illegitimate children and for some other acts 
condemned by the Pharisees of Colonial and 
English Society. But in this, as in everything 
else, he followed the dictates of his conscience, 
and as an extenuation of some of his irregu- 
larities, it may be mentioned that no man ever 
lived who was more devoted to his kith and kjn, 
One of the last acts of his life was to order the 
sale of his effects for the benefit of his family 
—a truly pathetic close to the life of a man 
whose one thought from year’s end to year's 
end was how best he could serve his country. 


The wineberry, on which there has been some 
discussion in these columns, does well in Vic. 
toria, A gentleman-writing toa Melbourne paper 
from Mildura says :—‘' The Japanese wineberry 
(Rubus pheenicolasius) is doing well here.” It is 
described as resembling the raspberry in ap- 
pearance and is said to be agreeable in flavour. 

April is the great Month for chrysanthemum 


shows in Victoria. The Brighton show seems 
to have been a grand affair. The garden of 
Mr, H. W. Bryant produced 24 Japanese varie- 
ties and their hybrids, and the owner secured 
the first prize for this class of flowers. Messrs. 
G. Brunning and Sons won the Brighton Chry- 
santhemum Cup for the best 18 distinct Japanese 
varieties. Other prizes for Japanese specimens 
of the flower were won at the show. The 
chrysanthemum does well in Victoria and we 
have seen as good specimens there as Japan 
can show. The Brighton Exhibition was, how- 
ever, eclipsed by the annual show of the Royal 
Horticultural Society, at which every well 
known variety of this flower was to be seen. 
The names of Lord and Lady Brassey, who were 
present, were given to two seedling chrysanthe- 
mums. Qn this occasion the special prize for 
nine Japanese chrysanthemums was secured by 
Mr. T. Tockett, the Malvern grower. 

There has been quile a warm controversy in 
Melbourne on the advisability of admitting lady 
practitioners to the Melbourne Hospital, in 
which the ladies seem to have all the argu- 
ment and the men all the prejudice, as is not 
infrequently the case in such controversies. 
The lady doctors contend that they have won 
the right to practise in the hospital by the 
course which they have passed through with 
distinction at the University, that if sex dis- 
qualifies them for practice, it should have been 
considered a disqualification for the medical 
lraining they have undergone. To the argu- 
ment that women lack the physical strength 
necessary for certain operations, it is replied 
that the rules of the hospital require that all 
complicated and difficult aperations shall be 
performed by specialists, and that as regards 
strength the female medical faculty will bear 
comparison with that of hospital nurses to 
whom is entrusted a large amount of heavy 
work, 
chosen the medical profession are not defi- 
cient. In obstetric cases the lady doctor's re- 
sources and general qualifications are acknow- 
ledged to be superior to those of the male 
practitioner. The ladies have been victorious. 
The Melbourne Hospital Committee, by a 
majority of 13 votes to 6, resolved to appoint 
two lady graduates in medicine and surgery as 
resident medical officers of that institution. A 
correspondent of the Zance¢ commenting on 
the above, says:—‘‘If the opponents (of lady 
doctors) were to see a complete list of appoint- 
ments obtained by medical women during the 
last few years, it is difficult to say whether 
astonishment or jealousy would be their pre- 
dominant emotion. In addition, the women 
have founded and fully officered a hospital 
of their own, where they successfully deal with 
the gravest cases both medical and surgical. 
Aud yet, .... we are told that women faint 
at the sight of blood and are physically and 
morally unfit to practise medicine.” 

‘‘Trilby” at the Princess's Theatre, Mel- 
bourne, las drawn enthusiastic audiences and 
is the one absorbing topic of conversation among 
lovers of the histrionic art. Mr. Reuben Fax’s 
powerful impersonation of Svengali has been 
immensely admired. 


BRITISH COMPETITION IN GER- 
MANY. 
+ 


The Engineer of May 6th has the following 
interesting note :—“ It is a complete reversal of 
the condition of affairs to which attention in this 
country las lately been so continuously directed 
to find German steelmasters complaining of com- 
petition from England ; and it shows that there 
isa bright side tothe foreign competition shield 
as well as the duller face, to which alone we 
have been accustomed to gaze for so longa 
time past, ‘I'he Association of German Iron and 
Steel Manufacturers has sent a petition to the 
German Minister of Public Works, in which that 
official is urgently requested to reduce the freight 
rates on shipbuilding material. They say that 
under existing conditions they are no longer able 
to compete with the English, and they declare 
it to have become an absolute fact that most of 
the vessels built on German soil are produced 
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from English material. This is due to cheaper 
transporting facilities from England to the Ger- 
man seaports, where most of the shipyards are 
located, and tothe great and consequently cheap 
production of Great Britain, which still builds 
70 per cent. of all the ships in the world. As 
much as 133,834 tons of iron and steel for ship 
coustruction were imported from Great Britain 
during the period from 1890 to 1895. The 
German manufacturers announce their intention 
of establishing a ‘‘ central bureau ”’ to be entirely 
devoted to this line of the trade, which is to 
watch the British prices and to place orders from 
shipyards with German works that are able to 
fill such orders in the shortest time possible. We 
assume this means a ring of shipbuilders who 
will only accept German tenders. The memorial 
also contains a table showing some of the lowest 
offers of German.and English work f.o.b. dock 
at Hamburg so far during 1896. The German 
average price for the different kinds of iron and 
steel used in shipbuilding was 117°07 marks, 
while the English bids averaged only 96°28 
marks. For boiler plate, for instance, the lowest 
German offer was 174'05 marks, while two 
English works offered them for 119'23 and 
138°90 marks respectively. British competition 
is felt still more severely along the Baltic coast, 
which is twice as far from the Westphalian iron 
district as Hambnrg. Here it is where the ques- 
tion of railroad rates plays a specially important 
part. The Vulcan shipyard at Stettin called in 
1895 for bids for the supply of material for a 
fast ocean steamer, and these were the lowest 
average prices asked :—German works, 136°77 
marks; English works conceded 2% per cent. 
cash discount, while the Germans would only 
grant 14 per cent. The German manufac- 
turers declare their willingness to reduce 
their price to the lowest figure possible, 
but say that a little pressure ought to be 
brought to bear by the German Government 
on the shipyard owners to induce them gently, 
but effectively, to use none but German material 
in the construction of vessels.. They :believe 
that they would be able to drive the English from 
this market if a law could be passed providing 
that only vessels constructed of German material 
shall be used in the Imperial service, and if the 
lowest freight tariff which now applies to coal 
only would also be granted to material destined 
for the construction of vessels. As yet, su far as 
we are aware, the memorial has not produced 
any practical effect, and we trust it will be along 
time before the German Government passes such 
a law as that petitioned for.” 





TELEPHONES. 
—_———_____—_ 

The Government, with the consent of the Diet, 
is to appropriate a sum of above 12,800,000 
yen, spread over 7 years, for the expansion of 
the telephone service. The work of construc- 
tion is being noW actively carried on al various 
important places, the present intention being to 
complete, by March 1898, the contemplated ex. 
pansion of the service in so far as concerns 
Tokyo, Osaka, Yokohama, and Kobe, as well 
as the new constructive work in Nagoya, Naga- 
saki, Shimonoseki, and so forth, and to establish 
connection between Tokyo and Kobe. Accord- 
ing to estimates for the current fiscal year, the 
number of new subscribers in the four cities of 
Tokyo, Yokohama, Osaka, and Kobe, under the 
expanded system, will be 13.333, and those in 
Kyoto and 35 other places where the service is 
to be newly established, there will be 6,800, 
Side by side with the erection of telephones in 
so many places, the Authorities will also effect 
various junctions between places already furnish- 
ed with telephones, For instance, a connection 
between Tokyo and Kobe will be established 
vid Osaka, Kyoto, Yokkaichi, Kuwana, and 
Nagoya. It is feared that this portion of the 
work may not be completed within the prescrib- 
ed period. 


Many Japanese journals surmise that the 


recent earthquake and tidal wave were caused 


by a sudden depression of the Tuscarora basin. 
The basin is over 4,000 metres in depth and 
lies about 40 7#:from the Japanese coast. 
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NECESSITY OF ESIABLI\HING A 
LANGUAGE SCHOOL IN FAPAN. 


—e—_—__——_— 

An article on the above subject appears in 
a recent issue of the Sun over the signa- 
ture of Mr. Kashiwada Seibun, a member of 
the House of Representatives. It states in 
a concise manner a number of facts that, in 
the face of recent political and commercial 
developments, cannot but be regarded as of 
primary importance. The following is what 
Mr. Kashiwada has to say to his fellow-country- 
men on the study of foreign languages. 

The advance of learning and the intimacy 
of foreign intercourse bear a close relation to 
each other. The more we develop as a nation 
the more do we realise the fact that we are 
being carried into the centre of the whirlpool 
of competition. Recent events have all tended 
to deepen in our minds the impression that 
a great struggle lies before us. While the 
war has undoubtedly won for us the respect of 
foreigners, it has also excited their envy. Con- 
ditions have altered, and the new situation de- 
mands that, in addition to the ordinary edu- 
cational agencies and arts in which as a nation 
we excel, a school should be established 
where foreign languages can be studied in a 
more thorough manner than is now possible. 
One of the results of the war, the chief object 
of which was the establishment of the inde- 
pendence of Korea, is the necessity of studying 
the language spoken in a peninsula with which 
we are so Closely connected. The Shimono- 
seki Treaty stipulated that certain Chinese 
ports should be opened to foreign com- 
merce. This fact renders the study of 
Chinese no longer optional to those who are 
desirous of developing our trade. The com- 
pletion of the Siberian railway in a few years 
will connect us with the whole of the Russian 
empire, and it would be a grave defect on our 
part to be without a number of competent inter- 
preters. The newly revised Treaties, which will 
come into force in a few years, sanction mixed 
residence and introduce an entirely new state 
of things—a state of keen competition in trade 
and industry in which the fittest only will 
survive. Thus we see that in respect of foreign 
intercourse the whole situation is changed, and 
what might, a few years ago, have been taken up 
or relinquished at will—the study of foreign lan- 
guages—has now become an urgent necessity. 
Hitherto those who have studied foreign lan- 
guages have done so with the object of acting 
as interpreters to foreigners, that is, with the 
object of money making, or with the view of 
being able to carry on Jearned investigations. 
The first class of students have not been men 
of much intellectual power; the second class, 
though not wanting in intellect, have confined 
their allention to special branches of study and 
have failed to obtain a good general knowledge 
of any foreign tongue. -The times demand a 
new type of students. We want men of sufficient 
mental capacity to occupy the many posts of 
responsibility which our altered relations with 
foreign countries have created, and it is most 
desirable that every facility should be afforded 
for the training of such men. 

English, French, and German are taught in 
the Imperial University, but only with the 
object of enabling students to study special 
subjects, that is, learned subjects. The study 
of foreign languages is not an end in itself, but 
simply a means to obtain some special kind of 
knowledge, the result being that the study is 
confined to very narrow limits. Moreover, the 
number of University graduates, all told, is too 
few to supply the present demand for interpre- 
ters. The same may be said of other institutions 
where foreign languages are taught, such as the 
Higher Commercial School, for instance. The 
study of foreign languages is one among many 
subjects and is undertaken as a means to some 
specific end; which means that the study 
occupies a subordinate rank. From all this it 
follows as a natural consequence that the know- 
ledge of any foreign language possessed by 
graduates of the University or other high class 
institutions is most imperfect. It is quite rare 
to find a graduate who can write a decent letter 


in a foreign language or converse freely and 
correctly in English, French, or German, 
Men that can understand foreign jokes and 
allusions are few and far between, and those 
that can discuss any high class subject in a 
dignified and effective manner in a_ foreign 
tongue are hardly to be found. ‘Though there 
are institulions where, after a fashion, English, 
French, and German may be studied, when 
we come to Russian, Chinese and Korean it is 
next to impossible to find the means of acquir- 
ing these languages in Japan at the present 
time. To talk about extending our foreign 
trade, increasing the intimacy of our foreign 
intercourse, and widening our education, with- 
out atlempting to supply the necessary means 
for obtaining these ends—a Foreign Language 
School—is like trying to run without feet or grasp 
objects without hands. 


It may be well to pass in review the efforts 
that have already been made to teach foreign 
languages in this country. The first institution 
that calls for notice was one entitled Bansho 
tort-shirabesho, ‘‘A Place for the Examination 
of the Books of Barbarians’”’ ‘This establish- 
ment was the parent of the Kaiseigakko, which 
developed into the present Imperial University. 
In January, 1870, the teaching of French and 
English in the University commenced. Later 
on German was added. In April, 1874, the 
students were divided into two classes, an upper 
and a lower class. The former were called 
Students of Special Subjects (Semmon gaku 
Setto); the latter, “Students of Foreign 
Languages.” In those days foreign languages 
were employed for teaching special subjects. 
This practice, though in some measure it re- 
tarded the progress of students undergoing 
instruction in-particular branches of knowl- 
edge, gave them a degree of familiarity with 
Western tongues far exceeding that of the 
modern University undergraduate. In May 
of the same year, the School for the Study 
of German, Chinese, and Russian, previously 
established by the Foreign Department, was 
amalgamated with the foreign language de- 
partment of the Kaiseigakko, under the name 
of the “Tokyo Foreign Language School,” 
and English was taught there. The English 
Department ofthe School in December, 1875, be- 
came independent, under the name of the Yeigo- 
gakko. Jn March, 1881,a school for the study 
of Korean wasestablished. Between September, 
1882, and July, 1883, the number of students 
of foreign languages had increased to 360. In 
1886, for certain financial and other reasons, a 
change was deemed necessary. The Tokyo 
Foreign Language School ceased to exist. The 
students of French and German were transfer- 
red from that institution to the Daigaku Yobi- 
mon, or the University Preparatory School, and 
the other students entered the newly established 
Commercial School. The above is a short his- 
tory of what has been done in the past. The 
object of these efforts was to supply the various 
Departments with interpreters and to aid in the 
development of commerce. It is important that 
the good resulting from these efforts should not 
be thrown away. It may well be asked why 
a school so much needed was allowed to die a 
natural death. There was a cause for it, which 
is as follows :— 


In 1886 and 1887 Counts Ito and Inouye were 
making their influence felt throughout the coun- 
try. They were bent on transforming the whole 
nation so as to make it thoroughly European in 
character and thus preparing the way for a revi- 
sion of the Treaties. In order to carry out this 
programme all sorts of strange devices were re- 
sorted to. Orders were given that foreign dress 
should be worn. Even our ladies had to appear 
with small waists and hair dressed in foreign 
fashion. [This is incorrect—Ed. ¥. 3f.] A 
Fancy Ball was held with the object of giving 
interest and fascination to the new movement. 
All had to do their best to speak English. 
People went crazy over foreign customs and fo- 
reign languages. Then came the reaction. A 
nationalistic current set in and peoples’ tastes 
and sympathies were swept off in an opposite 
direction. But the new doctrines were soon felt 
to be too extreme. The cure was worse than 
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the malady ; or, as the proverb has it, in allempt- 
ing to straighten crooked horns the cow is some- 
times killed. So the extreme conservatism of 
the nationalists was felt to be as great an evil as 
the pro-foreign proclivities of the party that 
they allempted to supplant. But the general 
effect of the excess to which Occidentalizing 
had been carried was to lessen the regard that 
men felt for linguistic acquirements. Foreign 
languages had been used as loys, as means of 
diversion and amusement. Serious men began 
to underrate the importance of acquiring a 
knowledge of them. And as for Russian, 
Chinese and Korean, it was felt that ability to 
speak either of these tongues would not insure 
lucrative employment, and so a wide-spread 
neglect of foreign languages becamea prominent 
characteristic with the majority of students. But 
as men’s intelligence grew and their experience 
ripened, it was seen that Japan has another réle 
to play than that of a nation imbibing Western 
notions simply to illustrate their intoxicating 
power. It was felt that asa people the Japanese 
possess marked characteristics, and thatit is most 
desirable that these characteristics, together with 
their national learning and history, should be 
revealed tothe Western world. Especially were 
they reminded last year by the action of three 
Western Powers how urgent was the necessity 
for possessing a_ staff of interpreters well 
versed in French, German, and Russian. 
The conviction came too late. It was 
a case of making the rope after the thief had 
fled. But apart from all this, there is no 
denying that linguistic studies are altogether 
behind other branches of inquiry, and unless 
some special efforts are made to remedy this 
defect, Japan’s progress as a nation and the 
development of her foreign commerce will be 
seriously impeded. 


The Schools of the kind I wish to see estab- 
lished in this country exist in various parts of 
Europe. In France graduates of the Universi- 
ties, intending members of the diplomatic body, 
military men, and others who expect to go 
abroad, are sent to Foreign Language Schools. 
Recently in this country the Italian Society 
established a School for the study of Italian, 
and the Oriental Association established a 
Russian Language School. But these institu- 
tions are supported by private individuals and 
the capital at their back is very limited. It is 
little that they can accomplish. It is not to 
be expected that an enterprise requiring the 
care and altention of the State can be success- 
fully carried through by a few individuals. 

Guided by recent events and developments, 
the Japanese ought to do their utmost to make- 
arrangements for imparting instructionin English, 
French, German, Russian, Chinese, and Korean 
in a thorough manner by establishing a Foreign 
Language School to teach these tongues. The 
proximity of Formosa to the Philippine Islands 
will necessitate Spanish being added to the list 
before very long, and the growing importance 
of Italy will render it incumbentto pay more 
attention to her language than has been hitherto 
done. To Mr. Kashiwada there is no educa- 
tional question so urgent as the one he has thus 
attempted to discuss. And its urgency can 
be fully realised when we bear in mind that 
the establishment of the School proposed will 
only be the first step taken in the direction of 
supplying a demand that is making itself felt 
in all directions even now and that will grow 
still more pressing as years roll by. 








MATTING. 
——__—_@—___—__ 


Deterioration of quality has very seriously 
affected the prosperity of the matting trade. 
Last month a Japanese matting merchant in 
Kobe wrote to a matting factory in Bitchu to 
the effect that, as an American merchant who 
had given him an order for a consignment of 
mattings had now withdrawn the order, he (the 
writer) had no choice but to do the same with 
that factory. The fact was, he proceeded to ex- 
plain, that owing to marked deterioration in 
quality, the credit of Japanese matting had been 
entirelylostin America. In New York alone more 
than half a million rolls were vainly waiting 
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purchasers. The Japanese matting industry 
may be said to have entirely fallen to the 
ground; a result that has naturally thrown 
manufacturers and local middlemen alike into 
great consternation. Both have despatched 
-men to Kobe to conduct inquiries into the actual 
state of affairs. Deterioration of quality seems 
to have reached its climax,—we are quoting 
from the Shogyo—for the matting now mana- 
factured is said to be so bad that it cannot bear 
even a few months use. Thus its reputation 


has been entirely lost among Americans, and 


‘quotations have fallen to about one-third of 
what they formerly were. Even at that low 
price purchasers can not easily be found, and 
the result is that more than 70,000 rolls are now 
lying in Kobe. The Kobe matting merchants, 
at an extraordinary meeting early this month, 
resolved to establish an inspection office in 
Kobe, and not to buy any matting unless it had 
been inspected and approved at the Office. The 
deterioration is acknowledged by the manu- 
facturers and middlemen themselves. They 
estimate that among 70,000 to 80,000 rolls 
now lying in Kobe, at least 20,000 must be 
shoddy. Some extremists suggest that the 
most efficacious remedy would be to put all 
the shoddy matting into the fire in the pre- 
sence of foreigners. Representatives of the 
Okayama manufacturers and of the Kobe mer- 
chants conferred together on the 14th inst, 
asto the best step to be taken in the matter, 
both for immediate purposes and in the future 
interests of an industry that of late has assumed 
such importance as to vie even with tea in res- 
pect of the value of export. 


a 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION. 
———__>—_-—---- 


In no year, say the Shogyo Shimpo, kas rail- 
way enterprise been so active as at present. 
Charters have been granted for the following 
lines, which are either in course of construction 
or will be started immediately :— 

State Lines.— Hokuriku (Tsuga-Toyama);O-U 
(Fukushima-Aomori) ; Central (Hachioji-Nagoya, 
Shinoroi-Shiojiri) ; Elevated Railway (Shiobashi 
and Castle grounds) ; Doubling of Tokaido line. 

Private Linss.—Narita, Hokuyetsu. Nippon 
(extension) ; Hoshyu (extension); Sanyo (ex: 
tension) ; Kyushiu (extension) ; Kwansai (exten- 
sion) ; Chugoku, Kyoto, Seiwa, Kiwa, BO-s6 (ex- 
tension); Omi, Kaeno, Isominato, Kan-to, Bane 
kwaku, Iga, Ban-Tan (extension) ; [yo-kwa, Koya. 

Evectric Raitways.— Nagoya, Odawara, 
Arima. 

The above lines total about 2,100 miles. For 
State Lines and lines belonging to private com- 
panies already in existence, a sufficient number 
of engineers and mechanics are forthcoming. 
But such is by no means the case with newly 
established railway companies. By them me- 
chanics are practically unprocurable and they 
are much perplexed how to start the work of 
construction. Even on the State Lines, though 
those to be newly constructed aggregate above 
1,000 miles, there are only 4,000 mechanics, so 
that the Authorities are obliged to have recourse 
to the extraordinary measure of selecting coolies 
that show intelligence and giving them special 
training. It is feared that the trouble in this re- 
spect will grow more acute, as there are many 
other railway enterprises in view. 





THE ROYAL ACADEMY. 

In the Royal Academy, which opened to the 
public on 4th May, says the London and China 
Evpress, there is not very much that has special 
reference to the Far East. The only really 
Eastern representation is an “Iris Garden at 
Tokyo” (516) by Miss M. R. Hill Burton. It is 
@ pretty picture of fine colouring but unfortu- 
nately suffers from being placed too high to see 
its full merits. Amongst the portraits we may 
note an excellent likeness of the Right Hon. 
Sir Julian Pauncefote, G.C.B., who is not yet 
forgotten as a former popular Attorney-General 
of Hongkong. Speaking generally, there is no- 
thing very distinctive about the present exhibi- 
tion. There is nO One picture in the whole 
show which stands out pre-eminently, or which 
will create any 8€98ation, Perhaps the picture 


which will attract most interest is the late Lord 
Leighton’s ‘Clytie,” at which he was working 
just before his death. It may be that, had he 
lived, he would have brought it to the state of 
finish which too often destroyed all life and 
vivacity in his work. As it is, it is more vigor- 
ous than anything he had shown for some time. 
The work of the Millais of to-day is stronger, 
happily, than that of the Millais of four or five 
years since, though it may be that there is denied 
to it the magic of the Millais of the very greatest 
days. Of the five canvases that Sir John con- 
tributes to the exhibition, the three most nota- 
ble are ‘‘A Forerunner” (No. 22), ‘“‘ The Mar- 
chioness of Tweeddale” (No. 280), and Sir 
Richard Quain” (No. 356). A full-length port- 
rait, by Mr. Orchardson, of one who was for six 
years Lord Provost of Glasgow—Mr. David 


Stewart (No. 183)—makes a great decorative | ¥ 


centrepiece for the top of the large room, and 
is, moreover, an excellent and commanding 
example of dignified and stately portraiture. 
One of the rare adventurers in the field of His- 
tory is Mr. Abbey, a new Associate, and he 
takes his History from the pages of Shakespeare 
—perhaps even, in some limited measure, from 


‘the suggestions of the Stage. His remarkable 


and dignified, and even at points, permissibly 
humorous performance, ‘‘ The Duke of Glou- 
cester and the Lady Anne” (No. 616), might, 
as far as colour is concerned, be called almost 
an exercise in red and black. A point to be 
noted is the reasonable proportion of good work 
that comes from within the Academical ranks. 
Academicians, or Associates, are responsible for 


.| almost all that is most distinguished in sculpture, 


for much that is most noteworthy in painting— 
the result this, chiefly, of the wise elections 
made during the last few years. Mr. Sargent, 
Mr. Clausen, Mr. Abbey, Mr. Swan, Mr. 
Frampton, Mr. Harry Bates have not been 
chosen in vain. The line, unfortunately, is still 
largely monopolised by the ineptitudes of some 
of the older men. But the exceptions to Aca- 
demical commonplace are becoming more 
numerous, which is something to be thankful for. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
————-_--__—_—_- 


Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
epondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


JAPAN’S BANKING SYSTEM. 


To THE EviToR oF THE “ JAPAN MalL.” 


Si1r,—Referring to the article in your yester- 
day’s issue on the origin of National Banks in 
Japan, as described in the speech of Mr. Shibu- 
sawa, I see no mention made of the services 
rendered by Mr. A. Allan Shand. I am under 
the impression that it is he who is to be credited 
with a large share in the actual organization of the 
present banking system of Japan, and it seems to 
be but just that his work should receive recogui- 
tion when the history of the change is told. Ask- 
ing the courtesy of your columns to call attention 
to the omission, 


I am, Sir, your obediently, W. 
Yokoliama, June 13th, 1896. 


OPIUM AND FORMOSA. 


To THE EDITOR oF THE “ JAPAN Malt,” 

S1r,—The Mail of the 3rd instant contains an 
item respecting the Opium question. 

No doubt it is the Opium Commissioners, who, 
recommending on the one hand that the practice 
of smoking opium should not be permitted to 
spread, ou the other, concluded from the evidence 
that the common use of opium in India is a mode- 
rate use leading to no ill effects. 

Don’t you think it very inconsistent for them 
to restrict the common use of opium when they 
have strong evidence that it has no ill effects ? 

The Report of the Royal Commission, sent out 
to India by the British Government, to inquire 
into the growth of the poppy and sale of opium 
there, is condemned by the great majority of the 
best people in England, as making the most of 
manufactured ‘ex parte’? evidence, under the 
direction of the Indian Government. The Com- 
mission journeyed under its auspices, was staff- 
ed by its seryants, had its evidence, in the main, 
collected and supervised by the Government ; 
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while the anti-opium section was not aided to 
bting up a single witness. 

Moreover, as Mr. Rowntree mentioned in his 
work, * The Opium Habit in the East,” the quan- 
tity of Indian opium exported to China and the 
far East, as compared with that consumed in 
[udia, is wot more than one-twelfth in proportion. 
The Commissioners only visited the country which 
consumed the one part; where pecuniary gains 
are greatest, and the consumption with its atten- 
dant evils is least. 

What then? Do you think the Report of the 
Commissioners, thus presented to parliament, 
gives sufficient evidence to assume that the or- 
dinary use of opium in India does no harm to the 
morality and the physics of the people there? 

The Commission thought that the “use should 
be restricted,” but they added that they had no 
time to say in what manner it should be restricted. 
The Commissioners returned from India one 
ear before the Report was laid before parliament, 
and'still they did not come to a conclusion, It 
was, moreover, very sad that they did not wait, 
before issuing their Report, till the Report of the 
Maharaja of Darbhanga had arrived. The 
Maharaja of Darbhanga, who was on the Com- 
mission, and whose repott was only circulated a 
few days before the Opium Debate took place in 
Parliament, stated that he would put down opium 
smoking at once by law, that he would label every 
piece of Opium as ‘ Poison,’ and that he would 
venture to say that the loose restriction would 
likely prove fatal. 

But it gives me the greatest pleasure to recall 
here, that the Secretary of State for India 
informed the president of the Anti-opiun: Soe 
ciety, that, on the te opening of Parliament, he 
should present papers, showing ‘that the policy 
pursued in the Punjab and elsewhere of granting 
no licenses for the sale of Opium prepared for 
smoking is being extended,” and ‘that the ques- 
tion of taking legislative measures to prevent the 
use of rooms as opium-smoking saloons by the 
public, or so called clubs, is under consideration.” 

The World does move, in spite of Royal Com- 
missions, aud I believe, within a few years, 
there will come a day when the use of Opium in 
India will be completely exterminated, and the 
proud Union Jack will fly sky high, and add bril- 
liancy to the greatest honour of England. 


I remain, yours most faithfully, 

KOZO NAGANO. 

Tokyo, Foreign Office, 4th May, 1896. 

P.S.—I beg to recommend for perusal the letter 
which Mr. Fukuda Tokuzo wrote to the President 
of the Anti-Opium Society, by the request of the 
members of the Alien Mondai Kenkyu Kwai, ce- 
specting the Anti-Opium Movement in Japan, 
which I think will interest your readers. 


Anti-Orium Movement IN JAPAN. 

The annexation of the beautiful island of For- 
mosa brought with it a most trying moment for 
Japan. The island, though rich in products and 
commanding in situation, is nevertheless inhabited 
by a people in whom the accursed habit of opium- 
smoking is deeply rooted. But little the govern- 
ment and statesmen at the shining moment of 
victory knew of the momentous task that awaited 
theirhands. Few imagined what an amount of ob- 
stacles there lay in the way of the stringent enforce- 
ment of prohibitive measures. And it should not 
surprise us at all if we see a striking incongruity 
in the policy taken by the Japanese Government. 
Marquis Ito, Japanese Plenipotentiary, is said to 
have declared most pronouncedly his anti-Opium 
views, and the measures to be taken by his Govein- 
ment accordingly, at the interview with Viceroy 
Li at Shimonoseki. But now the Government of 
which Marquis Ito is the premier, have decided 
on a measure, quile contrary to what we expected 
from the Marquis’ pledge. The Imperial Diet 
which passed the supplementary budget whose 
few lines stand in reality for the almost condition- 
less import of this most deleterious drug into the 
island, has also to take blame. But there lacked 
Hot men tocry against the yreatest of evils thus 
secretly and unnoticedly passing tight on amidst us. 

Mr. Kozo Nagano, who had been long 
taken up with the subject of the abolition of 
Opium in China, wrote, prior tothe passing of the 
pro-opium bill in the Diet, in many periodicals 


‘tand mostly in his book, trying to warn his coun- 


trymen against this greatest national wrong in 
strongest and sharpest words. Another such man 
was found in Prof. Wadakaki, of the Imperial 
University, who, while he was in Cambridge some 
ten years ago, became most impressed with the 
indispensability of abolishing opium in China. 
The Professor, having heard through his common 
friend that Mr. Nagano was enthusiastic on the 
same question which he had never lost sight of in 
his mind since that time, wanted to see the latter. 
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rightly understood by many, because they look upon it |etc., he learns to respect labour and notices the in- 


And thence they were most firmly tied together 
with regard to the subject. 

On the other hand, Me. Saburo Shimada, the 
Vice-President of the House of Commons, who 
saw the opium bill passing in the House with 
greatest anxiety and regret, now found it most 
incumbent upon him to call together men hold- 
ing the same opinion as his, and to institute a 
movement, in order (o appeal to the conscience 
of the people and to awaken his countrymen to 
the dreadful calamity attending the opium-habit. 
Thus it came about that an evening was spent by 
these three gentlemen and some others in the 
rooms of the Tokyo Y.M.C.A. to talk over the 
methods to be taken for the purpose. 

As the result, invitations were sent to men of 
standing and leacning in the city to a meeting, 
Professors in the Imperial University, eminent 
statesmen, physicians, newspaper men, pastors, 
educationists, and other sorts of men came to- 
gether on an evening chosen for the meeting. All 
those who were present had entertained almost 
the same opinion with the promoters, and they were 
all convinced of the necessity for forming a society 
for the purpose. Thus the ‘Taiwan A-hen Mon- 
dai KenkyueKai” (The Society for the inquiry 
into the abolition of opium in Formosa) was insti- 
tuted. As the first step of the movement a public 
meeting was thought necessary to deliver speeches 
upon the evils of opium and the necessity of 
strongest prohibitive measures. 

It came off on the roth of May in the Hall of 
the Y.M.C.A. The day seems to have been well 
chosen, and the subject to have attracted great 
attention, for the Hall, which is one of the biggest 
public places of meeting in the city, was filled 
from corner to corner and from wook to nook. The 
audience numbered 7,000 all told. 

Mr. Shimada, Mr. Nagano, Dr. Ema, and 
Rev. Matsumura were chosen as speakers, all of 
whom dwelt upon the subject from one point or 
another in strongest words. 

Mr. Shimada spoke longest. He enumerated 
the evils of opium, and told how it was as un- 
statesmanlike, as inhuman to shut our eyes 
against the gravest evil, simply because it con- 
cerned the Chinese in Formosa, and not us; gave 
convincing evidences of the highest possibility of 
the noxious substance finding its way into the 
main island and among our brethren. 


Mr. Nagano gave in the first place the reason 
why he came to apply himself earnesily to the 
study; then came to dwell on the history of opium 
in China, and said, ‘It was by opium that China 
‘lost her Hongkong,’ ” said that the movement for 
the abolition is the question not only of Japan, but 
of the world; then mooted the question of the day, 
opium in Formosa, which was considered in its 
breadth and length; and he concluded his vivid 
speech with the following words, ‘‘ Whatever the 
world, the Government, the statesmen, and the 
people of Japan, and whatever you, my hearers, 
may think, I will not rest in my work till I achieve 
this important object of mine.” With Mr. Shima. 
da’s speech, the meeting came to an end, and the 
audience, it may be said without over statement, 
went home deeply moved and inspired with the 
fervent and conscious words they heard. 

The members of the Society consider further 
movements to be most necessary and effective, if 
sufficient zeal is to be awakened, and I will be 
glad to have you acquainted henceforth with the 
progress of the task we have resolutely taken up. 


At the request of the members, 


FUKUDA TOKUGO, 
A member of the “ Society for the inquiry 
into the abolition of Opium in Formosa,’ 


Address: ‘‘ Ashen Mondai Kenkyu Kai,” 
Care of The Tokyo Y.M.C.A.; Tokyo. 


—$—$—$—$=$ $$ 





KINDERGARTEN. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 

Sir,—Enclosed is an essay of Miss Ito Ozawa, 
teacher of Japanese Kindergarten, Honolulu, 
Oahn, which was read by her at the graduat- 
ing exercises of Honolulu Kindergarten Training 
School. As it is very interesting to the parents of 
children and even worth reading by the general 
public, I should consider it grateful, in the hope of 
advancing and developing the worth of Kinder- 
garten in Japan, if you would reproduce the essay 
in} your paper. 

Thanking you before hand, yours faithfully, 


WALTER CASH. 
Honolulu, March 28th, 1896. 


The following article was read by Miss Ito Ozawa, 
at the graduating exercises of the Honolulu Kinder- 
garten Training school:— 


Play is the most important factor in the education 
of the little ones, To educate children by play is not 


only as empty play without any serious purpose. They 
think the child seeks mere amusement when he plays. 
We know this is not so. Is it not the natural and 
universal activity of the child? 


All plays, in their elements, have originated from 
childish instincts. It is the means by which he gains 
knowledge and experiences from things and facts, and 
becomes acquainted with the life about him, and with 
his own powers. In fact, it is the first means of deve- 
lopment of the human mind. 


It is true the child, at first, recognizes no purpose 
in it, and is supposed to understand nothing of any 
aim which he imitates by play. It is a spontaneous 
expression of his inner life flowing from an inner 
impulse, 

In the Kindergarten, these activities should be 
brought out in such a way as to serve for the develop- 
ment of both body and mind by careful and conscious 
guidance. Without this guidance, these activities 
will degenerate into mere aimless plays instead of 
being educational. On the other hand, there must 
be no constant oversight, for then the children will be 
restrained from giving free expression and this would 
be violating one of Froebel’s principles, as he said, 
‘ All nature Is destined for culture in all its stages, 
and in all its Kingdoms, but culture must never go 
against nature.’’ 

This is well illustrated in plant life. It does not 
disturb the plant in its growth when the gardener 
protects and waters it and takes the best care he can 
of it. Indeed, it helps it to grow into a perfect tree. 

The Kindergarten may be likened toa garden, the 
children, the plants, and the Kindergartener the gar- 
dener. She must strive to be a good, thoughtful, 
conscientious one, understanding the wants of each 
child and watching the developing of her little ones, 
just as the gardener watches the growth of his plants 
from day to day. Without care, even plants grow 
rank and wild, how much more necessary it is then to 
take care of childhood and protect it, the more tender 
its age the more it needs guidance that the body as 
well as the soul may not be crippled. 

Froebel was the first to organize and utilize play asa 
factor in education, believing it can be used to awaken 
the child’s perceptions, and that imitating the life he 
sees about him, he is developing the possibilities of a 
complete human being. Even educators before Froebel 
noted this tireless play instinct in the child. Plato 
said, ‘‘ The plays of children have the mightiest in- 
fluence in the maintenance and non-maintenance of 
law.”’ Luther thought that to restrain the natural 
gaiety of childhood serves only to spoil the temper 
of both body and mind. Again Richter said, ‘‘ Activity 
alone can bring and hold serenity and happiness.”’ 

The playful spirit should enter into every exercise in 
the Kindergarten. In any gift lesson, if the exercise 
is presented in a playful manner, we are sure to arouse 
the interest of the children, and the exercise will be a 
success. Although it seems play to them, the Kinder- 
gartener must understand the deeper meaning and 
aim which must be there, and have in mind a definite 
end to which she must lead them, or else the exercise 
will fail to be of any value. Through play the child- 
ren gain, unconsciously, ideas as form, colour, num- 
ber, position, etc. 

The play spirit is especially needed inthe games. 
‘The games are the experiences taken in from the gifts 
and stories and occupations, and give opportunity 
live out what has been previously observed. Allow 
the children to give expressions to their own ideas in 
their individual ways to enable us to see what impres- 
sions have been made, In games representing nature, 
first the children should be encouraged to interpret 
what they feel to be the right characteristic of the thing 
represented, and then suggest change if necessary, 

In playing these games, first the physical being is 
brought into exercise. Ifa boy is a carpenter sawing 
boards, or if he joins with others to represent a stream 
flowing under bridges, he is constantly exercising dif- 
ferent sets of muscles and his whole body is in active 
play. Although the physical training is very impor- 
tant, it is only incidental. The mind is at work, his 
creative powers are awakened. When he represents 
a caterpillar he gains knowledge of the life and ac- 
tions of the caterpillar, therefore his intellect is being 
trained. 

Moral and religious training are also included in 
playing a game, Knowledge of God is made possible to 
the little ones through his life and activity in repre- 
senting nature, for they are led to see and feel the hand 
of God everywhere around them; that God is the source 
of all life. 

The child’s will is strengthened. We finds that to 
have true freedom he must obey the laws. He will 
understand this when be is taken away from the others 
at play on the ring if he disturbs the unity. The 
basis of all our songs and games is the ‘' Mother Play,” 
a book published by Froebel and containing all the 
songs and games used in the kindergarten. Itisa 
book most valuable, not only to teachers and mothers 
tor whom it was especially intended, but to every girl, 
as the care and training of children naturally devolves 
upon women. 

When playing the " Pigeon House,” ‘A little bird 
once made a nest,” the love for family life is shown, 
the shelter of the home, the care of the stronger for 
the weaker, the separation and the joy of re-union 
and home coming. 

When the child plays the part of shoemaker, baker, 
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dependence of life. 

In such games as the ‘' Weather Vane,” “' Good 
Morning, Merry Sunshine,” the unseen but existing 
forces of nature are touched upon (the noumenal 
perceptions). 

Thus we cannot fall to see the educational value 
of play, the basis of all Kindergarten work, Let us 
try to encourage and cherish the childlike spirit in 
ourselves to enable us to understaud child nature 
better. 


McKINLEY AND THE REPUBLICAN 
CONVENTION. 


To tHE EpiTor oF THe “ JAPAN MAIL.” 

Sir,—Inasmuch as the Republican convention 
for nominating the President and Vice-President 
will be in session at St. Louis this week, it may 
be a matter of some interest to know what was 
supposed to be the condition of affairs just after 
the delegates had been chosen. The following 
classification is by the Chicago Tribune :— 





Instructed for or favouring McKinley ... wee $64 
instructed for or favouring Reed ‘sea w. ©6996 
Instructed for or favouring Morton we «(62 
Instructed for or favouring Quay . §6 
Instructed for or favouring Allison . 41 
Instructed for or favouring Bradley . «16 
Uncertain ie eve abe . 83 

_ eee 918 


Total... ue ane 
Necessary to a choice, 460. 
The personal managers of Major McKinley’s can- 
vass claimed 592 votes for him; and it really 
looked as if he was sure of the nomination on the 
first ballot. And, as Senator Quay, of Pennsyl- 
vania, had made a visit to McKinley’s home in 
Canton, Ohio, it also looked a little as if the op- 
position might go to pieces and give him the 
nomination almost unanimously. The only hope © 
of the anti-McKinley men seemed to rest in either 
Hartison or Allison. 

The question of the vice-presidential candidate 
was 4 matter of almost absolute uncertainty. ft 
seemed possible that Reed might get the place; 
although it was more probable that Morton or 
Miller or some other New York man would be 
nominated; and it was not improbable that Brad- 
ley, of Kentucky, or some other prominent Re- 
publican fron a Southern State, might be taken 
up. One interesting feature of the canvass has 
been the fact that Mr. McKinley’s managers have 
scrupulously refused to enter into any combina- 
tions with vice-presidential candidates; so that, 
if McKinley gets the nomination, he will win on 
his own merits and general popularity in the party. 
The “bosses” like Platt, Quay, and Clarkson, 
have been against the Ohiw ‘* Napoleon ;”’ but 
the rank and file of the Republican party evidently 
prefer “Bill” McKinley, of the McKinley Bill 


fame, as their Presidential candidate. We shall 
soon know the result, 
Yours, &c., UNCAS. 


June 16th, 1896. 


THE MOSQUITO YACHT CLUB. 
—_—_—_—_—_@—____—— 

At an Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Mosquito Yacht Club, held at the Club Hotel on 
Monday afternoon, there were present Messrs. 
Healing, Carew, Wilson, Hall, Angier, Mc- 
Williams, Coutts, Brooke Smith, Arnold, Schellen- 
berg, Bent, and W. W. Campbell, in the Chair. 

The CHalrRMAN said—The object of this meet- 
ing, as you have no doubt observed, is to authorize 
the Committee to raise debentures for the purpose 
of purchasing and fitting up the yacht Aborigine. 
Your Committee will require in all $400, and I 
place the subject before you for discussion.” 

Mr. Carew proposed that the Committee be 
authorized to raise the debentures, and Mr. 
AnGIgER seconded, The motion was unanimously 
carried. 

The CHAIRMAN then proposed a vote of thanks 
to the Club Hotel for theic kindness in lending 
the room and the meeting adjourned. 














JAPAN BREWERY COMPANY, LTD. 
—__—_—_g@q—_____—_ 

An extraordinary general meeting of share- 
holders in the Japan Brewery (Kirin Beer), Limit- 
ed, was held at No. 7, Waterestreet, on Monday 
afternoon. There were present, Mr. James Dodds, 
in the ehair, Messrs. Jas. Walter, F. H. Trevithick, 
J. D. Hutchison, W. Gordon, T. J. Healing, J. 
Hammond, H. C. Litchfield, W. R. Bennett, and 
Jas: Stewart, Secretary. 

The CHairMan explained that the meeting was 
called pursuant to notice given in the news- 
papers, and shareholders were asked to vote upon 
two special resolutions which he would shortly 
submit to them. The first had reference to the 
appointment of auditor. The present rule had 
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proved cumbersome iv practise, and if it was 
cancelled the appointment of auditor could be 
made at the annual general meeting of shareholders 
by the shareholders themselves without previous 
notice being given. He now submitted :— 

1.—That Article 112 of the Articles of Association be 
cancelled. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The CHAIRMAN next explaived that under the 
present rule the Directors had power to declare 
only a § per cent. interim dividend at the close of 
the first half-year, no matter what profit the Com- 
pany made. The affairs of the Company were 
now so prosperous, and gave sigus of continuing 
in the future along the channels of prosperity, 
that the Directors asked that further power 
should be invested in them whereby they could 
declare a larger interim dividend than 5 per cent., 
a dividend in fact that would be in proportion to 
the general prosperity of the Company. At pre 
sent the whole dividend had to be declared at the 
end of the year; that was what had happened last 
year, when they declared 20 per cent. for the year. 
He now submitted :— 

2.—That Article 116 of the Articles of Association, as 
amended in 1891, be further amended to read thus :—The 
Directors may, with the sanction of the Company in general 
meeting; declare a dividend to be paid to the members in 
proportion to theirshares. They may, however, at the end 
of the first six months’ working in any year declare and 
pay without such sanction such interim dividend as they 
consider the business of the Company justifies them in 
doing. 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The CHairMan, in closing the meeting, said that 
the prospects of the Company were very bright, 
the business returns expanding every month. 





LETTER FROM ST. LOUIS. 
————_o—__—_’ 


(From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 


St. Louis, May 2oth, 1896. 

The Board of Education of this city is in a 
rather awkward plight. The Supreme Court this 
week, found nine of its members guilty of con- 
tempt and fined then $25 each, with ten days’ im- 
prisonment. ‘The contempt arose out of a 
wrangle between the Democrats and Republican 
meinbers of the Board in selecting judges of elec 
tion to fill a vacancy on the Board caused by the 
resignation of one of its members. The Republi- 
cans, who are in a majority, refused to give the 
Democrats representation that they claimed should 
beequal. The Supreme Court issued a mandatory 
writ ordering the Republicans to give the desired 
representatives to the Democrats. This writ was 
not obeyed and thé members who were responsible 
were summoned to show cause why they should 
not be punished for contempt. The result was as 
stated. It will be rather an awkward position be- 
hind the walls of a county jail, for the Solons of 
the School Board seem to have noremedy: To 
say the least, it is nota healthy influence to exhibit 
before the thousands of school children in this city. 

Since my last letter Banker William Taylor, pro- 
minent in South West Missouri circles, was hun 
at Carratton, Mo., for the murder of the Meeks 
family a year ago. This is an instance where 
money could not save a man’sneck. The Taylors 
are rich. George Taylor, who was convicted with 
his brother for the same crime, escaped from jail 
and is still at large, although every effort has been 
made to capture him. 

A terrible cyclone swept over Texas on May 
15th, causing the death of more than 200 persons. 
Besides this number there were equally as many 
seriously wounded. The principal damage was 
done in Denton and Grayson counties, where pro- 
perty in enormous proportions was destroyed. The 
tornado “* swept a path of death”’ through the city 
of Sherman 200 feet wide, in which nothing was 
left. The city is in great distress over the terrible 
calamity. Kansas and Kentucky have also suffer- 
ed from the cyclone. 

The country is again in the ‘throes of politics.” 
The great Auditorum that is being built in this city 
for the Republican National Convention is about 
completed. Thereremains now no doubt of McKin- 
ley being the Republican nominee for President. It 
would be a political miracle if he were defeated, as 
he will go into the Convention with a large ma- 
jority ot delegates in his favour. The Republicans 
claim this State and expect to elect a Governor, 
which if done will be the first Republican Governor 
in Missouri in 30 years, The Democrats seem to 
have made no special headway in the campaign so 
far. Who will be theic nominee for President no 
one has the faintest idea. The money problem 
will be the issue of the campaign, and the Re- 
publican Party will stand on what is termed the 
‘Sound Money” basis, while the Democratic 
Party.is for free silver, But notwithstanding the 
money issue, the tariff question will be alive, as 
McKinley is the champion of high tariff reform, 


agreed to the hearing of the case. 
was established and the Magistrate imposed a 





NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
RUPE SS” Cand 
Both the racing Clubs of Hongkong and Shang- 





hai wired congratulations to H.R.H. the Prince of 
Wales upon his winning ‘the Blue Ribband of 
the Turf.” 
thanks, 


In teply H.I.H. sent cablegrams of 


The other day a Chinaman, who bad come to 


Hongkong from the far interior, was arrested for 
having a loaded revolver in his possession without 
having a licence. 
$200. When the defendant did wot appear, 
his bail was forfeited. 
fendant appeared at the Court, accompanied, by 


He was released on bail of 
Later in the day the de- 
Mr. E. J 


. Grist, solicitor. Mr. Grist appealed to 


have the case heard, and stated that the bail was 


not really a tax for the purpose of increasing the 
revenue of the [Colony. Commander Hastings 
The charge 


penalty of $100, with the alternative of three 
months’ imprisonment. After imposing the sen- 
tence, the Magistrate said Mr. Grist’s remarks 
about the bail were quite uncalled for and im- 
proper. The China Ma:l says that Mr. Grist 
apologised for the remarks. 

Another change has been made in the arrange- 
ment for the administration of the Government of 
Hongkong during the absence or incapacity of the 
Governor. By the Charter of the colony dated 
sth April, 1843, it was ordered that in the event 
referred to the powers of the Governor should be 
exercised by the Liewtenant-Governor, or, if there 
were no Lieutenant-Governo:, by the Colonial 
Secretary. A dormant commission has now been 
issued by which the Senine Military Officer is al- 
ways to administer the Government during the 
absence of the Governor, thus cutting out the 
Colonial Secretary from the office of Acting Go- 
vernor altogether, 

The following is an extract from the finding of a 
Naval Court lately held at Amoy :—That at low 
water it is expedient that vessels entering and 
leaving Amoy should take the Eastern or Brown 
Channel. That wo master of a vessel over 15 feet 
draught, except an experienced coaster, should 
enter or cleac from the port without a pilot. 

The following returns of the average amount of 
Bank notes in circulation and of specie in reserve 
in Hongkong, during the month ended 31st May, 
as certified by the Managers of the respective 
Banks, are published :— 


Banks Aremge Spee ia 
Chartered Bank of India, $ 
Australia, and China... 1,631,523 1,000,000 
Hongkong and Shanghai 
Banking Corporation... 5,883,672 2,500,000 
National Bank of China, 
Limited ...sescsceseccsceeeee 391,455 285,000 








Total ....scceseeee $7,908,650 $3,785,000 
The Shanghai General Chamber of Commerce 


has addressed a letter to Sir Claude Macdonald 
stating that the trade of North China would be 


imperilled if the Britist) mail contract were so 
amended as to make Hongkong the terminal port 
for the P. and O. steamers, and asking His Ex- 
cellency to bring the matter forcibly to the notice 
of the British Government. 

Her Majesty the Queen of Siam, says the Straits 
Times, in order to show her sympathies with the 
excellent work carried out at the General Hospi- 
tal at Singapore, has forwarded, through the Con- 
sul-General for Siam, a cheque for $500 as a 
gift to the hospital. Her Majesty has suggested 
that this money might be laid out in the pur- 
chase of books to form the nucleus of a library 
for the English-reading patients of the hospital, 
and His Majesty the King of Siam has suggested 
that the library might be named ‘ The Queen 
of Siam’s Library.” The Government has ac- 
cepted the gift on behalf of the patients in the 
hospital, and the money will be applied in the 
manner suggested by Her Majesty. 

Mr. H. Bock, the managing partner of the firm 
of Katz Brothers at Singapore, met with his 
death on the 31st May under very distressing 
circumstances. He had been suffering from 
pneumonia and fever, but had been declared 
out of danger and in a fair way to recovery. 
The improvement, unfortunately, was not main- 
tained, On the morning of the 31st Mr. Bock’s 
lemperature rose to 104, and at ten o’clock he 
was delirious. He ordered Mrs. Macmillan, the 
European nurse, to go and bring to him his young- 
est son Walter, an infant two years old. The 
nurse went to fetch the child, but on her return 
Mr. Bock was not to be seen. At the same 
moment a cry of alarm was raised by a Chinese 
boy, and Mrs. Macmillan going to the balcony 
saw beneath, lying upon the ground in a pool of 
blood, the body of Mr. Bock. He had evidently 
fallen or jumped from the window, a distance of 
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about twenty-five feet. The doctor was at once 
sent for, and found upon examination that Mr, 
Bock had fallen upon his head and broken his 
neck. Death must have been instantaneous. 

Telegrams in the Deli Courant detail the mili- 
tary operations in Acheen up to the 27th May. 
The object in view by the Dutch Commande: was 
to surround Umar’s positions and attack Lampi- 
sang, his headquarters, On the 23rd, six vegi- 
ments with artillery and cavalry left the lines for 
Lampisang in three columns. The right column 
met with desperate resistance from the enemy, but 
captured several forts. Theenemy suffered heavy 
loss and left arms and many dead on the field. 
In one trench alone the enemy left thirty dead. 
The other columns, too, made head that day aud 
the next. The Dutch loss came to thicty killed 
and one hundred and thirty-seven wounded. One 
regiment lost eight killed and fifty wounded. Six 
of the enemy’s chiefs fell on the 23rd, including 
Umar’s younger brother, On the 5th the columns 
marched through the enemy’s territory to Krung 
Raba, a port on the sea coast watched by men-of- 
war, and had to fight all the way. The war vessels 
off Krung Raba aided by bombarding the enemy’s 
positions. The enemy’s resistance grew feeblerc 
as the troops gained ground. Umar fled, many 
villages were bummed, and the Achinese were 
driven out of the Six Mukims, which had been 
assigned to Umar by the Dutch Government. The 
troops then took Lampisang and destroyed all 
Umat’s property and fortifications, with the loss of 
only twenty-five wounded. On the 27th the troops 
returned to the lines. Umar's possessions had 
been destroyed in all directions; Lampieang had 
been burned down, and the enemy had suffered 
enormous loss in property. Such discouragement 
had set in among the enemy that they did not fire 
upon the returning troops. 

We learn from L’Extreme Orient that M. Bons 
d’Anty, French Consul, was to proceed to Szemao 
on the 2nd inst. He was to be accompanied by 
Capt. Auriac, who is on his way to Yunnan to buy 
horses and to endeavour to create a market for 
remounts on the Lonkinoise border. Szemao is 
one of the border towns in Yunnan, for which, in 
a few days, an Imperial Chinese Customs party 
will leave Hongkong undec Mr. Carl, the new 
Commissioner, who is being transferred from 
Mengtsu. 

Says the Daily Press of June roth :—=There were 
three cases of plague yesterday. Two were from 
the city and one from Kowloon. The total for the 
year is now 1,050. It is interesting just uow to vote 
that it was on the 8th June, 1894, that the maximum 
number of deaths was registered, and from that 
day the number gradually decreased. This year 
there has, curiously enough, been a matked falling 
off in the cases at the corresponding period, so 
that, if the 1894 records form any critetion, we 
shall be free of the disease in a very short time. 
At any cate, it is not likely to be present in an 
aggravated form. 








AFTER THE WAR. 


a 
I. 
Hyogo, May 5, 1895. 

Hyogo, this morning, lies bathed in a limpid 
maguificence of light indesctibable,—spring light, 
which is vapory, and lends a sort of appatitional 
charm to far things seen through it. Forms re- 
main sharply outlined, but are almost idealized by 
faint colours not belonging to them; and the great 
hills behind the town aspire into a cloudless splen- 
dor of tint that seems the ghost of azure rather 
than azure itself, 

Over the blue-gray slope of tiled roofs there is a 
vast quivering and fluttering of extraordinary 
shapes,—a spectacle not indeed new to me, but 
always delicious. Ewerywhere are floating—tied 
to very tall bamboo poles—immense brightly 
coloured paper fish, which look and move as if alive. 
The greater number vary from five to fifteen feet 
in length ; but here and there I see a baby scarce- 
ly a foot long, hooked to the tail of a larger one. 
Some poles have four ot five fish attached to them 
at heights proportioned to the dimensions of the 
fish, the largest always at the top. So cunningly 
shaped and coloured these things are that the first 
sight of them is always startling to a stranger. The 
lines holding them are fastened within the head; 
and the wind, entering the open mouth, not only 
inflates the body to perfect form, but keeps it 
undulating, rising and descending, turning and 
twisting, precisely like a real fish, while the tail 
plays and the fins wave irreproachably, In the 
garden of my next door neighbour there are two 
very fine specimens. One has an orange belly 
and a bluish-gray-back ; the other is all a silvery 
tint ; and both have big weicd eyes. The rustling 
of their motion as they swim against the sky is 
like the sound of wind in a caneefield. A little 
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farther off I see another very big fish, with a little 
ced boy clinging to its back. That red boy re- 
presents Kintoki, strongest of all children ever 
born in Japan, who, while still a baby, wrestled 
with bears and set traps for goblin-birds. 

Everybody knows that these paper carp, or 
kot, are hoisted only during the period of the great 
birth festival of boys, in the fifth month ; that their 
presence above a house signifies the birth of a 
son; and that they symbolize the hope of the 
parents that theic lad will be able to win his way 
through the world against all obstacles,—even as 
the real koi, the great Japanese carp, ascends 
swift rivers against the stream. In many parts of 
southern and western Japan, you rarely see these 
koi. You see instead very long watrow flags of 
cotton cloth, called nobor#, which are fastened 
perpendicularly, like sails, with little spars and 
tings to poles of bamboo, and bear designs in 
various Colours of the koi in au eddy, or of Shoki, 
couqueror of demons, or of pines, or of tortoises, 
or other fortunate symbols. 


II. 

But in this radiant spring of the Japanese 
year 2555, the koi might be taken to symbolize 
something larger than parental hope,—the great 
trust of a nation regenerated through war. The 
military cevival of the Empire—the real birth- 
day of New Japan—began with the conquest of 
China. The war is ended, the future, though 
clouded, seems big with promise, and, however 
grim the obstacles to loftier and more enduring 
achievements, Japan has neither fears nor doubts. 

Perhaps the future danger is just in this im- 
mense self-confidence. It is not a new feeling 
created by victory. It is a race feeling, which 
repeated triumphs have served only to strengthen. 
From the instant of the declaration of war there 
was never the least doubt of ultimate victory. 
There was universal and profound enthusiasm, 
but no outward signs of emotional excitement, 
Men at once set to work writing histories of the 
triumphs of Japan, and these histories—sold by 
subscription in weekly or monthly parts, and 
iustrated with photo-lithographs or drawings on 
wood-=were selling all over the country long be- 
fore any foreign observers could have ventured 
to predict the final results of the campaign. 
From first to last the nation felt sure of its own 
strength, and of the impotence of China. The 
toy-makers put suddenly into the market legions 
of ingenious mechanisms, representing Chinese 
soldiers in flight, or being cut down by Japanese 
troopers, or tied together as prisoners by their 
queues, or kowtowing for mercy to illustrious gen- 
erals. The old-fashioned military playthings, 
representing samurai in armour, were superseded 
by figures—in clay, wood, paper, or silk—of Japa- 
nese cavalry, infantry, and artillery, by models of 
forts and batteries and models of men-of-war. The 
storming of the defences of Port Arthur by the 
Kumamoto Brigade was the subject of one in- 
genious mechanical toy; another equally clever, 
repeated the fight of the Matsushima Kan with the 
Chinese isonclads. ‘There were sold likewise my- 
riads of toy-guns discharging corks by compressed 
air with aloud pop, and myriads of toy-swords, 
and countless tiny bugles, the constant blowing of 
which recalled to me the tin-horn tumult of a cer- 
tain New Year’s Eve in New Orleans. The 
announcement of each victory resulted in an enor- 
mous manufactuse and sale of coloured prints, 
rudely and cheaply executed, and mostly depicting 
the fancy of the artist only, but well fitted to stimu- 
late the popular love of glory. Wonderful sets of 
chessmen also appeared, each piece representing 
a Chinese or Japanese officer or soldier. 


Meanwhile, the theatres were celebrating the 
war after a much more complete fashion. It is no 
exaggeration to say that almost every episode of 
the campaign was repeated upon the stage. Ace 
tors even visited the battlefields to study scenes 
and backgrounds, and fit themselves to portray 
realistically, with the aid of artificial snow- 
storms, the hardships of the army in Manchuria. 
Every gallant deed was dramatized almost as 
soon as reported. The death of the bugler Shira- 
kami Genjiré ;} the noble but fatal courage of 
Harada Jiukichi, who scaled a rampart and 
opened a fortress gate to his comrades; the 
heroism of the fourteen troopers who held their 
own against three hundred infantey; the suc 
cessful charge of unarmed coolies upon a Chine 
ese battalion,—all these and many other inci- 
dents were reproduced in a thousand theatres. 
Immense illuminations of paper lanterus lettered 
with phrases of loyalty or patriotic cheer cele- 
brated the success of the Imperial arms, or glad- 





1 At the battle of SSng-hwan, a Japanese bugler named Shi- 
rakamii Genjiré was ordered to sound the charge (susumé). He 
had sounded it once when a bullet passed through his lungs, 
throwing him down. His comrades tried to take the bugle away 
seeing the wound was fata!. He wrested it from them, lifted it 
again to his lips, sounded the charge once more with all his 
strength, aud fell back dead, 


dened the eyes of soldiers going by train to the 
field. In Kobe,—-constantly traversed by troop- 
trains—such illuminations continued night after 
night for weeks together, and the residents of 
each street further subscribed for flags and 
triumphal arches. 

But the glories of the war were celebrated also 
in ways more durable by the various great in- 
dustries of the country. Victories and incidents 
of sacrificial heroism were commemorated in por- 
celain, in metal-work, and in costly textures not 
less than in new designs for envelopes and note- 
paper. They were portrayed on the silk linings 
of kaors,* ow women’s kerchiefs of chévimen,® in 
the embroidery of girdles, in the designs of silk 
shirts and of children’s holiday robes, not to 
speak of cheaper printed goods, such as calicoes 
and toweling. ‘They were represented in lacquer- 
ware of many kinds, on the sides and covers of 
carven boxes, on tobacco-pouches, on sleevebut- 
tons, in designs for hairpins, o1 women’s combs, 
even on chopsticks. Bundles of toothpicks in tiny 
cases were offered for sale, each toothpick having 
engraved upon it, in microscopic text, a different 
poem about the war, And up fo the time of peace, 
or at least up to the time of the insane attempt by 
a soshs* to kill the Chinese plenipotentiary during 
negotiations, all things happened as the people 
had wished and expected. 

But as soap as the terms of peace had been 
announced, Russia interfered, securing the help 
of France and Germany to bully Japan. The 
combination met with no opposition: the govern- 
ment played sinjutsu, and foiled expectations by 
unlooked-for yielding. Japan had long ceased to 
feel uneasy about her own military power. Her 
reserve strength is probably much greater than has 
ever been acknowledged, and her educational 
system, with its twenty-six thousand schools, is an 
enormous drilling-machine. On her own soil she 
could face any foreign power. Her navy was her 
weak point, and of this she was fully aware. It 
was a splendid fleet of small, light cruisers, and 
admirably handled. Its admiral, without the loss 
of a single vessel, had annihilated the Chinese 
fleet in two engagements, but it was not yet suffi- 
ciently heavy to face the combined navies of three 
European powers, and the flower of the Japanese 
army was beyond the sea. The most opportune 
moment for interference had been cunningly 
chosen, and probably more than interference was 
intended. The heavy Russian battleships were 
stripped for fighting, and these alone could 
possibly have overpowered the Japanese fleet, 
though the victory would have been a costly one. 
But Russian action was suddenly checked by the 
sinister declaration of English sympathy for Japan. 
Within a few weeks England could bring into 
Asiatic waters a fleet capable of crushing, in one 
short battle, all the ironclads assembled by the 
combination. And a single shot from a Russian 
cruiser might have plunged the, whole world 
into war. 

But in the Japanese navy there was a furious 
desire to battle with the three hostile powers at 
once. It would have been a great fight, for no 
Japanese commander would have dreamed of 
yielding, no Japanese ship would have struck her 
colours. The army was equally desirous of war. 
It needed all the firmness of the government to 
hold the nation back. Free speech was gagged ; 
the press was severely silenced; and by the return 
to China of the Liao-tung peninsula, in exchange 
for a compensatory increase of the war indemnity 
previously exacted, peace was secured. The go- 
vernment ceally acted with faultless wisdom. At 
this period of Japanese development a costly war 
with Russia could not fail to have consequences 
the most disastrous to industry, commerce, and 
finance. But the national pride has been deeply 
wounded, and the country can still scarcely forgive 
its rulers. 

1. 
Hyogo, May 15. 

The Matsushima Kan, returned from China, is 
anchored before the Garden of the Pleasure of 
Peace. She is not a colossus, though she has done 
grand things; but she certainly looks quite 
formidable as she lies there is in the clear light,— 
a stone-gray fortress of steel rising out of the 
smooth blue. Permission to visit her had been 
given to the delighted people, who don their best 
for the occasion, as for a temple festival; and I 





® Haori, a sort of upper dress, worn by men as well as women. 
The linings are often of designs beautiful beyond praise. 

® Chirimen is a crape-silk, of which there are many qualities; 
some very costly and durable. 


* Soshi form one of the modern curses of Japan. They are 
mostly ex-students who earn a living by hiring themselves out 
as rowdy terrorists. P«liticians employ them either against 
the soshi of opponents, or as bullies in election time. Private 
persons sometimes employ them as defenders, They have 
figured in most of the election rows which have taken place uf 
late years in Japan, also ina number of assaults made on dis- 
tinguished personage. The causes which produced nihilism in 
Russia have several points of resemblance with the causes 
which produced the soshi class in Japan. 
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am suffered to accompany some of them. All the 
boats in the port would seem to have been hired 
for the visitors, so huge is the shoal hovering 
about the ironclad as we ative. It is not pos- 
sible for so great a crowd of sightseers to go on 
board at once; and we have to wait while hun- 
dreds are being alternately admitted and dis- 
missed. But the waiting in the cool sea air 
is not unpleasant; and the spectacle of the 
popular joy is worth watching. What eager 
rushing when the turn comes! What swarming 
and squeezing and clinging! Two women fall 
into the sea, and are pulled out by blue-jackets, 
and say they are not sorry to have fallen in, be- 
cause they can now boast of owing theic lives to 
the men of the Matsushima Kan! As a matter 
of fact, they could not very well have been drown- 
ed; there were legions of common boatmen to 
look after them. 


But something of larger importance to the 
nation than the lives of two young women is 
really owing to the men of the Matsushima Kan; 
and the people are rightly trying to pay them 
back with love,—for presents, such as thousands 
would like to make, are prohibited by discip- 
linary tule, Officers and crew must be weary; 
but all the crowding and the questioning is borne 
with charming amuability. Everything is shown 
and explained in detail. the huge thirty-centi- 
metre gun, with is loading apparatus and direct- 
ing machinery; the quick-firing batteries; the 
torpedoes, with their impulse-tubes; the electric 
lantern, with its searching-mechanism. I myself, 
though a foreigner, and therefore requiring a 
special permit, am guided all about, both below 
and above, and am even suffered to take a 
peep at the portraits of their Imperial Majesties, 
in the admiral’s cabin; and I am told the stir- 
ting story of the great fight off the Yalu. Mean- 
while, the old bald men and the women and the 
babies of the post hold for one golden day com- 
mand of the Matsushima. Officeis, cadets, blue- 
jackets, spare no effort to please. Some talk to 
the grandfathers; others let the children play 
with the hilts of their swords, or teach them how 
to throw up their little hands and shout ‘* Zeé- 
koku Bansai/”’ And for tired mothers, matting 
has been spread, where they can squat down in 
the shade between decks. 


Those decks, only a few months ago, were 
covered with the blood of brave men. Here 
dack stains that still resist holystoning, are 
visible; and the people look at them with 
tender reverence. The flagship had been twice 
struck by enormous shells, and her vulnerable 
parts pieced ‘by a storm of small projectiles. 
She had borne the burnt of the engage- 
ment, losing nearly half her crew. Her tonnage 
is only 4,280 tons; and her immediate antagonists 
were two Chinese ironclads of 7,400 tons each. 
Outside, her cuirass shows no deep scars, but 
my guide points proudly to the numerous patch- 
ings of the decks, the steel masts supporting 
the fighting-tops, the smoke-stack, and to certain 
terrible dents, with small cracks radiating from 
them, in the foot-thick steel of the barbette. He 
traces for us, below, the course of the thirty-and-a- 
half centimetre shell that entered the ship, “ When 
it came,” he tells us, ‘‘the shock threw men 
into the air that high” (holding his hand some 
two feet above the deck). ‘‘At the same mo- 
ment all became dark: you could not see 
your hand. Then we found that one of the 
starboard forward guns had been smashed, 
and the crew all killed. We had forty men 
killed instantly, and many more wounded; no 
man escaped in that part of the ship. The 
deck was on fire, because a lot of ammunition 
brought up for the guns had exploded; so we 
had to fight and to work to put out the fire at the 
same time. Even badly wounded men, with the 
skin blown from their hands and faces, worked as 
if they felt no pain, and dying men helped to 
pass water. But we silenced the Ting-yuen with 
one more shot from our big gun. The Chinese 
had European gunners helping them. If we had 
not had to fight against Western gunners, our 
victory would have been too easy.” 


He gives the true note. Nothing, on this 
splendid spring day, could so delight the men of 
the Matsushima Kan asa command to clear for 
action, and attack the greated belted Russian 
cruisers lying off the coast. 


IV, 
, Kobe, June g. 

Last year, while travelling from Shimonoseki to 
the capital, I saw many regiments on their way to 
the seat of war, all uniformed in white; for the hot 
season was uot yet over. Those soldiers looked 
so much like students whom I had taught (thou- 
sands, indeed, were really fresh from school) that I 
could nothelp feeling it was cruel to send such youths 
to battle. The boyish faces were so frank, so cheer- 


698 


ful, so seemingly innocent of the greater sorrows 
of life! ‘* Don’t fear for them,” said an English 
fellow-traveller, a man who had passed his life in 
camps; ‘“‘they will give a splendid account of 
themselves.” ‘I know it,” was my answer ; “ but 
Tam thinking of fever and frost and Manchurian 
winter: these are more to be feared than Chinese 
rifles.’’5 


The calling of the bugles, gathering the men to- 
gether after dark, or signaling the hour of cest, 
had for years been one of the pleasures of my sum- 
mer evenings in a Japanese garrison town. But 
during the months of war, those long, plaintive 
notes of the last call touched me in another way. 
I do wot know that the melody is peculiar, but it 
was sometimes played, I used to think, with pecu- 
liar feeling ; and when uttered to the starlight by 
all the bugles of a division at once, the imultitudi- 
nously blending tones had a melancholy sweetness 
never to be forgotten. And I would dream of 
phantom buglers, summoning the youth and 
strength of hosts to the shadowy silence of per- 
petual rest. 

Well, to-day I went to see some of the regiments 
return. Arches of greenery had been erected over 
the street they were to pass through, leading from 
Kobe station to Nanko-San, the great temple de- 
dicated to the heroespirit of Kusunoki Masashige. 
The citizens had subscribed six thousand yen for 
the honour of serving the soldiers with the first meal 
after their return; and many battalions had 
already received such kindly welcome. The sheds 
under which they ate in the court of the temple had 
been decorated with flags and festoons; and there 
were gifts for all the troops,—sweetmeats, and 
packages of cigarettes, and little towels printed 
with poems in praise of valour. Before the gate of 
the temple a really handsome triumphal arch had 
been erected, bearing on each of its facades a 
plirase of welcome in Chinese text in gold, and on 
its summit a terrestrial globe surmounted by a 
hawk with oulspread pinions.¢ 

I waited first, with Manyemon, before the 
station, which is very near the temple. The train 
arrived; a military sentry ordered all spectators to 
quit the platform, and outside, in the street, police 
kept back the crowd, and stopped all traffic. After 
a few minutes, the battalions came, marching in 
regular column through the brick archway,—head- 
ed by a gray officer, who limped slightly as he 
walked, smoking a cigarette. The crowd thickened 
about us; but there was no cheering,—a hush 
broken only by the measured tramp of the passing 
troops. Icould scarcely believe those were the 
same men I had seen going to the war; only the 
numbers on shoulder-straps assured me of the fact. 
Sunburnt and grim the faces were ; many the heavy 
beards. The datk blue winter uniforms were frayed 
and torn, the shoes worn into shapelessness; but 
the strong, swinging stride was the stride of the 
hardened soldier, lads no longer, but toughened 
men, able to face any troops in the world; men 
who had slaughtered and stormed; men who 
had also suffered many things which never will 
be written. The features showed neither joy nor 
pride; the quick-searching eyes hardly glanced at 
the welcoming flags, the decorations, the arch 
with ils globe-shadowing hawk of battle,—peshaps 
because those eyes had seen too often the things 
which make men serious. (Only one man smiled 
as he passed; and I thought of a smile seen on 
the face of a Zouave when I was a boy, watch- 
ing the return of a regiment from Africa,—a 
mocking smile, that stabbed.) Some Japanese 
women in the crowd were visibly affected, feel- 
ing the reason of the change. Burt, for all that, 
the soldiers were better soldiers now; and they 
were going to find welcome, and comforts, and 
gifts, and the great love of the people,—and re- 
pose thereafter, in their old familiar camps. 

Tsaid to Manyemon: ‘ This evening they will 
be in Osaka and Nagoya. They will hear the 
bugles calling; and they will think of comrades 
who never can return.” : 

The old man answered, with simple earnestness : 
* Pethaps by Western people it is thought that the 
dead wever return. But we cannot so think. 
There are no Japanese dead who do not return, 
There are none who do not know the way. From 
China and from Chésen, aud out of the bitter 
sea, all our dead have come hack,—al// They 
are with us now. At dusk they gather to hear the 
bugles that called them home. And they will hear 
them also in that hour when the armies of the Son 
of Heaven shall be summoned against Russia.”— 
LarcaDIo HEarn in the Atlantic Monthly. 





6 The total number of Japanese actually killed in batttle, 
from the fight at A-san to the capture of the Pescadores, was 
only 739. But the deaths resulting from other causes, upto as 
late a date as the 8th of June, during the occupation of For- 
mosa, were 3,148. Of these, 1,602 were due to cholera alone. 
These, at least, were the official figures us published in the 
Kobe Chronicle, 

* At the close of the great naval engagement of the 197th 
September, ré94, a hawk alighted on the fighting-mast of the 
Japanese cruiser Takachiho and suffered itself to be taken and fed. 
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SAIZORS’ WANTS. 
Gere eee 

At a public meeting in St. James’ Hall, London, 
in May last, presided over by the recent Com- 
manderein-Chief of the China Fleet, 

Admiral the Hon. Sic Eomunp R. FREMANTLE, 
K.C.B., said—Ladies and Gentlemen,—I have 
been deeply impressed with the great value of The 
Missions to Seamen Society, and with the good 
work it is doing. It has been my lot for the 
three years ending in May last, to be on the China 
Station, and whilst there I had an opportunity of 
personally acquainting myself with the efforts of 
this Society to provide for seamen; and this may, 
pethaps, be some excuse for my occupying the 
Chair. Let us look a little at what the aim of this 
great Society is. Our aim is to look after and 
care for the spiritual welfare of those who go down 
to the sea in ships; whose business is in the great 
waters, It has been said with regard to the per- 
sonnel of the Mercantile Marine, that it is not 
as satisfactory as we as English people might wish 
for. Although, perhaps, it is not quite as good as 
it ought to be, I think you will all agree that a vast 
change has taken place for the better in recent 
years, The men are more sober, more steady, 
more thrifty, and I think that ove of the things 
that has done much to bring this about is the 
holding of Divine Service on board ship, a prac- 
tice now frequently observed in (We merchant 
service. It should not be forgotten what The Mis- 
sions to Seamen has done in this important matter. 
I firmly believe thatit is due to their efforts thatthe 
custom of Divine worship has become so general 
on beard ship as itis. Itis the invariable custom 
on board Her Majesty’s ships now to begin the 
daily work with a short meeting for prayer. And 
this might also become the custom in the met- 
chant service. Lam sure you will all agree with 
me that this daily practice is of very great value. 
The stopping of the ordinary work of the ship for 
those five minutes, and the assembling of all the 
ship’s company together, and the reading by the 
Chaplain, or by the Commanding Officer, of a 
few prayers, has an extremely good effect. And 
I do not believe that those minutes are wasted at 
allin regard to the daily work done in the ship. 
But very much to the contrary. Now perhaps I 
may state shortly of what our merchant service 
consists. According to a recent return, £954,- 
000,000 worth of goods is carried by the British 
merchant service every year. These numerous 
ships are manned by 240,000 sailors; and of 
these 183,000 are British subjects. If you look 
at the Society’s Report, you will see what The 
Missions to Seamen is doing for these men, 
There is a very interesting paragraph in the Re- 
port regarding thrift.in the Royal Navy. The 
great improvement which has taken place in the 
Navy, is due in a very great measure to the en- 
coutagement of thrift. Instead of having their 
wages kept back, men in the Royal Navy are 
now paid monthly; in England, whilst serving 
at any of the home pots, they are paid 
weekly. Opportunities are given for the men 
to send their money home to their wives and 
families or to anyone else; or for making 
arrangements before leaving England, for their 
relatives or others to draw their wages whilst away 
on a voyage. This I think is a wise measure and 
worthy of comment. They also have opportunities 
of using a Naval Savings Bank on board ship, 
and in addition to this, they can take out Postal 
Orders ow board, and send their earnings home 
in that way by the mail. In the Queen’s Service, 
all these opportunities are provided free of charge 
for seamen making immediate use of their wapes. 
The result is that when men-of-wat’s men reach 
home they have very little money to draw, and 
are quite free from the crimps and other harpies 
who in the old days used to wait on men-ofewar’s 
men on leaving H.M.’s Dockyards and rob them 
of their hard earnings, when it was very difficult 
for the sailors to avoid them. These evils are 
now done away with at men-of-war ports by the 
Admiralty providing ready means for the men to 
easily send their money home; and that is the 
sort of thing we wish to see done for the whole of 
the merchant service. [ should add that, thanks 
to the Board of Trade, this is already done to 
some extent in the Mercantile Marine. The 
Board has made arrangements whereby one of its 
officers attends at the various home ports and 
makes arrangements for the returned crews of 
long voyage ships, to hand over their accumulated 
wages to him, and for transmission to their homes, 
without any charge for se doing. This system 
has wotked temarkably well, and Tam glad to 
find that ithas recently baenw partially introduced 
with much success at Dunkirk; though merchant 











After much petting, this bird of good omen was presented to 
the Emperor. Falconry was a great feudal sport in Japan, and 
hawks were finely trained. The hawk is now likely to becone, 
more than ever before :n Japan, a symboi of victory. 
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sailors pay half a crown for every ten pounds of 
their wages sent home from abroad. I think we 
ought not to forget that we owe a very great deal 
in this respect to The Missions to Seamen, for | 
believe it is owing in a large measure to their 
efforts that these improvements have been brought 
about. But we hope before very long to see this 
practice extended to the seven continental ports of 
discharge between Brest and the Elbe, where 
sailors have to put up with much rough treatment 
and depredations from the many crimps and land- 
sharks who infest the more important ports of dise 
charge on the Continent. [think you will all see 
what a great benefit this transmission home of 
seamen’s wages system is to merchant sailors, 
aud that therefore it is very desirable that it 
should be extended to ports'of discharge abroad. 
[ should like you to notice the veferences 
in the Report to the friendship of sailors to 
the Agents of the Mission. A ceally true per- 
sonal friendship exists between them. When 
we remember the many difficulties merchant 
seamen have to deal with, the dangers they have 
to face whilst on the sea,the many evil influences 
that surround them when reaching port; and when 
we recollect that we are immensely indebted to our 
sailors for so many necessaries of life, I think we 
ought to thank God that there are such societies 
in existence as The Missions to Seamen, who 
provide a true friend for the sailor when landing 
as strangers in strange ports. For as you are 
aware there is no other class of men so separated 
from relations and friends, who need help, 
sympathy, and prayers as do seataring men. 
On the question of desertion abroad, I think one 
word ought to be said, Some inquiry ought to be 
made as to the causes which induce men to desert 
their ships abroad. There is no doubt a strong 
pecuniary tendency not to care whether merchant 
seamen desert or not. If they desert, they lose 
theic unpaid wages, and it is therefore quite obvious 
that the shipowner need uot trouble himself much 
about that matter, Iftheship be laid up for a few 
weeks in a foreign port, it may be to his interest to 
let thecrewdesert. At allevents, I think that some 
action should be taken to inquire into what becomes 
of the unpaid wages and effects of deserters, and 
into the canses of desertion, &c.; and that those 
responsible for the management should show good 
cause why their employés have dese: ted their ships. 
I will just sum up a few objects which I think we 
ought to aim at. First of all we ought to aim at 
getting public worship on board every merchant 
ship regularly; at procuring as much Sunday rest 
as is possible; and the abolition of Sunday cargo 
and coaling wok. ‘The cessation of Sunday cargo 
work bas, you are aware, been dealt with in many 
ports; but there are still many ports abroad and 
in Crown colonies in which we should like to see 
cargo and coaling work abolished. We also feel 
that the devout observance of Sunday by Divine 
worship is not as general in merchant ships. as we 
should wish. We should study merchant seamen 
with regard to the question of their environment, 
and they should be supplied with small forecastle 
libiaries. As far asthe great companies espect 
ally are concerned, they ought to set an ex 
ample of something approaching to continuous 
employment, The best conducted men might 
be put on the establishment. IT am confi- 
dent that it would pay. Continuous service is the 
rule in the Royal Navy; and I believe the same 
thing applies with regard to the great Pacific and 
the Empress Lines between the Canadian Domi- 
nion and Japan. I firmly believe that if we had a 
modified system of practically continuous employ- 
ment in the merchant service, it might be made to 
wok very satisfactorily, and that we should then 
have a body of men who would be fine specimens 
of what British seamen ought to be. The general 
treatment of merchant sailors on board ship is also 
a most important point deserving careful attention. 
It has been my good fortune to meet Mr. Gold- 
smith, the Chaplain, at Hongkong, and I am 
pleased to meet him here again this afternoon, 
although I much regret to find that he has been 
compelled by ill-health to give up his work in the 
far East. I much segret that I was unavojdably 
absent from the opening ‘of that very fine Institute 
at Kowloon, on the opposite side of Hongkong 
Harbour, I had hoped and cestainly intended to 
be there, but I was detained at another port aud 
could not get back until the day after the open- 
ing. I have, however, been present at that In- 
stitute on other occasions, and cannot speak 
too highly of the grand work which has been 
done by Mc. Goldsmith in Hongkong Harbour. 
With Mrs. Goldsmith, Mr. Makeham, and 
other able helpers in the cause which we have so 
near our heart, he has been doing everything ou 
behalf of sailors frequenting the far Bast. atid 
has made his influence felt ou the North Shore 
where Kowloon is situated. The British Colony 


lat Hongkong also ably seconded his’ efforts and 
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did everything possible to help him. Much good Hakodate, June 18, 8.35 a.m. | were strongly posted, but were surprised by an 
work is also carried on by The Missions to Sea-| An earthquake was felt here at 12.48 yester-|ably planned and vigorous attack. The Egypt- 
men at Shanghai, Singapore, Kobe, and at Yoko. day afternoon. There was a slight waval dis-|ian loss was twenty killed and eighty wounded. 
hama. The sailors are very grateful to Mr. Gold- turbance, but no loss of life. London, June 6. 


smith for his labours amongst them, and make a H.E. Li Hung-chang is to witness the open- 
great use of that splendid Institute at Kowloon, ing of the exhibition at Nijni-Novgorod on 


where they assemble for rest, recreation, and in. 

nocent smiseineiit, and are free from the terrible Monday, and proceeds on the 11th of June ad 
evils which beset them on every side at Hongkong Berlin, Vienna, and Buda-Pesth, and from 
aud other harbour ports. Ihave seen the Institute thence to Paris, Brassels, the Hague, and 
full of sailors attending Divine service, aud enter- London, His Excellency returns to China o:4 
ing into it with a heartiness and a teverence that the United States. 

did one good to experience. Mr. Goldsmith and 
his helpers also provided concerts and entertain- 
ments for the men on week days; and it is no un- 
common sight to see the room full of seamen of all. 
natianalities heartily enjoying the harmless amuse- 
ments provided for them. I shauid just like to 
say one word about finance. The finance, as you 
all know, is a very important matter, and I have 
been told by the Secretary that if The Missions 
to Seamen had double the amount of £37,000, 
it could all be well and usefully employed. I 
can well believe that. We must endeavour to 
double what we have received. Still, at the same 
lime, we must be grateful for the generous gifts 
of many liberal friends of sailors. All things con- 
sidered, I think we have great reason for gratitude 
to the Giver of all good. The capital has not 
decreased, but has increased since the previous 
year, as well as the income; and while we all wish 
that the Society had more funds to control, there 
is at present no immediate cause for anxiety. 
The Missions to Seamen is to be heartily con- 
gratulated on the efforts of its Chaplains and 
Readers, as well as those of its valuable Mission- 
helpers, and of all others who are personally 
rendering their aid. 1 doteust that we shall sup- 
port this Society with all our power, recollecting 
that whether from a religions, patriotic or philan- 
thropic point of view, there is no Society more 
deserving of our support, or one in which money 
could be better spent, than The Missions to Sea- 
men. There isno Society doing a more zealous 
work, nor one conveying greater blessings to so 
large a body of seamen, and that its efforts 
are appreciated is amply evident from the numer- 
ous grateful letters and gifts which it receives 
from seamen whom it has benefited. 


—————_—_———— SSS 
LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
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(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied to the '* Japan 
Herald,” the an an Gasette,”’ an. other Subscribers 
in Vokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, June 13. 

Colonel Rhodes, who with other leaders of 
the Johannesburg Reform Committee was sen- 
tenced to death by the Court at Pretoria, has 
refused to give an undertaking to abstain from 
taking any part in the politics of the Transvaal in 
the future, and he has therefore been banished. 

Several Democratic State Conventions have 
declared in favour of a Gold Standard and a 
strong feeling is manifested in American busi- 
ness circles in the same direction. 


Exchange on London at Paris ......25.16} 
Exchange on London at New York.. 4.89 
(Tel. Trans.) 


London, June 16. 
Prince Hohenlohe, Imperial German Chan- 
cellor, has paid a prolonged visit to Marsbal 
Marquis Yamagata. 
The Emperor William has conferred the 
Order of the Grand Cross of the Red Eagle on 
Li Hung-chang. 


Dr. Jameson, Colonel Willoughby, Frederick 
White, Robert White Grey, and Capt. Coventry 
have been committed for trial, the rest of the 
accused being discharged. 

. London, June 17. 

H.E. Li Hung-chang lunched yesterday with 
their Majesties the Emperor and Empress of 
Germany at Potsdam, Prince Hohenlohe, Im- 
perial Chancellor, Baron Marschall, Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs, members of the 
Chinese Legation, and other notables being 
present. 


London, June rr. 
Altogether forty-five of the principal Mahdist 
Emirs were killed, wounded, or captured in the 
late actions at Firket and Suarda. The Egyp- 
tians captured a large quantity of cattle, stores, 
and treasure. 
London, June ra. 
The Congress of the British Chambers of 
Commerce has passed a resolution in favour of 
the settlement of international disputes by ar- 
bitration. 
' The German Press is adopting a mose friendly 
tone towards Great Britain. 


(From tue “Caina Cazerte.’’) 
Hongkong. June ro. 
Paris telegrams state that thanks to M. Ge- 
rard, the French Minister to Pekin, French 
engineers will construct the railway connecting 
Lungchow with Tonking. 


(Feaom THe JaPansen Pargrs.) 
Soul, June 16. 

An insurrection has broken out in Chung 
Chhéng-do. One regiment of the Royal Guards, 
with a Russian officer, were despatched to the 
district to-day. 

Kyoto, June 17. 

The Hashidate ran aground at 2 p.m. while 
maneuvering off Miyadzu Bay, Tango. 

Sendai, June 17. 

The following details-‘are to hand regarding 
the daniage done and lives lost through the 
recent tidal wave :-— 

Okani-mura, Motoyoshi district :—Buildings 
swept away, 90; deaths 400. Hashikami- 
mura :—Buildings swept away 300; deaths 
400; wounded 100. Koidzumi-mura :—Deaths 
1,450. Utatsu-mura, Motoyoshi district:— 
Buildings swept away, 600, there being ab- 
solutely nothing left; deaths 600; wounded 
250. Okachihama, Momo district :—Buildings 
sweptaway, 40; deaths 31; wounded 5 ; among 
those who lost their lives at Okachihama were 
8 jailers and 7 prisoners. 

Nemuro, June 17. 

The Musashi arrived from the Kurile Islands, 
yesterday. 

Feeble shocks of earthquake continued all 
day and the inhabitants are very anxious, anti- 
cipating another disaster. 





(From tHe " Siam Onsmrvar.’’) 
Batavia, May 26. 

The Maha Chakkré arrived here on the 25th 
instant, and their Majesties the King and Queen 
of Siam landed in the afternoon. The Represen- 
tative of the Governor-General (who is away at 
Sindangiaia), the Resident of Batavia, and lead- 
ing officials, together with the Siamese Consul 
and Luang Sunthorn Koss, proceeded by steam 
launch to meet His Majesty and escort him 
ashore. 


London, May 12. 
The Commercial Congress of the Empire 
has adopted a resolution in favour of inter- 
national arbitration of all disputes. 


London, June 15. 
H.E. Li Hung-chang was accorded a 
splendid reception on his arrival at Berlin. He 
has had an audience with the Emperor, being 
received with the highest honours. The princi- 
pal German manufacturers are preparing great 
festivities in honour of His Excellency’s visit to 

the chief factories. . 


Marshal Marquis Yamagata has also arrived 
at Berlin. - 


(From THz “ Sincarore Fre Press.”) 
Penang, May 30. 

The Municipal Commissioners of Penang 
have passed an item in the Supplementary 
Budget regarding the Secretary’s leave, despite 
the Colonial Secretary’s letter stating that the 
by-law made by the Governor’s predecessor was 
ulira vires. 


(From *‘ Le Courrizr pe Saicon.”) 
: Paris, May 30. 
It has been announced in the Chamber that 
Madagascar is declared a French Colony, but 
that the Qneen will be maintained. 


Paris, May 31. 
Five hundred thousand people took part in 
the popular féte held in Champs Kodynski at 
Moscow. In the crush which ensued at the 
distribution of victuals 400 persons were killed 
and 700 injured. 


Bakan, June 17. 

The value of ground at Kokura recently rose 
from yen 7 to yen 8 pér ¢sudo but as the barracks 
are not going to be built there, the “boom” 
has passed and values have fallen. 

Niigata, June 17. 

Camp fever shows signs of spreading. 

Sendai, June 17. 

In the three districts of Motoyoshi, Ojika, 
and Momo, in Miyagi Prefecture, the most dis- 
astrous damage was done by the tidal wave 
during the night of 15th inst. 

According to the report of the authorities, in 
the district of Motoyoshi alone the deaths were 
1030 and buildings washed away 560. Governor 
Katsumada, and members of the Red Cross 
Society are busily engaged at the spot. 


Morioka, June 17th. 
During the night of the rsth inst., there were 
repeated earthquakes. The eastern coast of 
Iwate Ken has been washed by the tidal-wave, 
and the damage done is sad beyond description. 
The worst was experienced in the three towns 
of Kamaishi, Miyako and Sakari. 
Nagasaki, June 17. 
H.M.S. Narcissus has left for Chefoo. 
The Russian gun-boat Aodré has left for 


Fausan. 
mate ps 17. 
The U.S.S. Machias has left for Yokohama. 


London, June 16. 
The delegates of ten States at the St. Louis 
Republican Convention have resolved to main- 
tain the Gold Standard, and to oppose the free 
coinage of silver, except by an international 
agreement for bimetallism. 





(“Speciac” TececRaMs To THE “JAPAN Maiz,”) 


Hakodate, June 13, 8.25 a.m. 
The British sealing schooner Casherine (Capt. 
Fulton) has foundered at sea. Fifteen of the 
crew have arrived here. 
Kobe, June 15, 8.40 a.m. 
Mr. J. J. Enslie, Her Britannic Majesty's 
Consul, died last night. 
Hakodate, June 15, 8.50 a.m. 
The Pioneer has arrived with 749 skins; the 
Teresa with 231; and the Elsie with 663. 
Hakodate, June 16, 8.35 a.m. 
An earthquake occurred here at 7.40 o'clock 
last night, and there was another shock at 8 
o'clock this morning. The vibrations were 
slow but very distinct. e 


The Ocean Belle has arrived here with 583 
skins. 


(Lz Courrinw p’HatPHona.) 
Paris, June 2. 
The number of deaths at Kodynski was two 
thousand. 


The epidemic of cholera in Egyptis spreading. 


(From tur “N.C. Daity News.”} 
London, June 5. 
The Right Hon. J. Chamberlain, Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, has addressed a despatch 
to Sir William Robinson, the Governor of Hong- 
kong, in connection with the creation of addi- 
tional unofficial members of the Hongkong 
Legislative Council. 
London, June g. 
The defeat of the Dervishes at Firket was 
thoroughly complete. The Dervishes lost one 
thousand men, including their commander, and 


Hakodate June 17, 8.52 a.m. 
hundred were taken prisoner. The Dervishes 


The da and Etia has arrived with 642 skins. 


Google ) 
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(From THE Sreciat CORRESPONDENTS OF THR Asahi.) 
Iwate Ken, June 18. 
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White should castle here. If Black then replies with 
5 Kt B3 seems White's best, but if Black replies K 
then we believe s P to B 3 to be the best. 


B 3, then 
ttoKea, 














At Minato-mura, the whole village of 100 wars. ; SLACK, ° 350) Rains se Malay peoGy seme Back, S86 ae 
t ne Thi White’s onl . If he had played B to R 
houses, with 10 ieempn ee che 1—P to K 4, I—Pto K3 aie would have obtained tn advantage by BeoKts, B—P takes 
away. At Kuwagasaki Point, Miyako, and Taro 2—PtQ4 2—PwO4 Kt, Q to R 4, 9—B to Kt 3, B takes Kt ch, &c. 

- much damage has been done. At Dai-mura, 3—Kt to Q 2 (a) 3—Kt to K B 3 al’ B to QB 4 has some, points to be followed by Kt to K a, if 
Kamaishi, excepting the elevated parts, the 4—PtoK 5 4—K Kt to O2 (e) A spirited attacking move, which one, however, hardly 
whole town including the telegraph office and 5—-PtoK B4 5—PtoQOB4 expects to fins in match play, in which risks on such slender 

. K B foundations are generally avoided. 
police: station, was swept away. Inspector 6—P to B3 6—Kt to ie) 3 (f) Black runs no risks, but prefers to face a draw if saf 
Yamaguchi was hurt and two policemen are mis- 7—K Kt to by 3 ar rea P pert tacts ok «Se takes B, 17—Q takes P, Q to 
sing. At Odzuchi-machi 200 houses were swept 8—P takes we to At 3 ea) In such positions Mr. Steinitz is always in the habit of 
killed. At Sakari g—Kt to Kt 3 g—P to QO R4 (b) making the best defence. 
away and 300 people tee killed or injured :| TOTP QR4(c) — to Bto Re sch. |e SiticMarher. Bto Us seems to be more in harmory with 
b 0 alittie tu . ™ rm 
Kesen, = —— either killed ‘oF Anjared : 11—K to B 2 (d) 11—P to B3 the « irit of his play, with B to Q 4 to follow. This, we think, 
three policemen are missing. People say that 12—Bto K3 12—Castles would have been somewhat awkward to meet and the bishop. 
oats aig etree diem Ce eee. ees Sf) Quite lesson in tion, but played with admirable Judge 
a loa roaring was heard trom e sea. 1 ‘i Oo —_ o ment nevertheless. 7 ; 
a few seconds a huge wave came up and swept 15—P takes P 15—O takes P ns he pet nhs heh yey way to bring his bishop into 
away everything that lay in its course. Build- Ae - B .. 16— = — Kt (YA passed pawn of this kind will become dangerous in 
e . i7j7— takes 1i7— tto t 5 spite of bishops of oppos te colours. e's cannot get 
ingavese seeshed like 6b WAR Ne | eee s 8—B to Q 2 wrest Corisesty onougths Whit te steer oll compeiled $3 GREE 
The foll brief Fresco Ken, pe is-2 to Kt sq. 19—B to “ sq. yy gp hep toe ~ to be of any use. 
ie following brief details are to hand. 20—B to Q 2 (Ff) 20—B to R4 b es R, Q to B4 wins. 
Karakuwa, Motoyoshi district:—Buildingsswept} 21—B to K 3 (g) 21—Kt to B sq. Ser age 
away, 262; nef drowned, 823. At Oshima-] 22—P to R3 22—Ki toO3 Game No. 508. 
mura, Motoyoshi district :—Buildings swept 23——P to Kt 4 23—B to Kt 3 ghee oni Feb Mee ed in the wear Surrey 
_ M — 1 agnaltae Me's aa—Kt to K v. Hampshire. r. Blake is ave of the very 
away, 31; deaths 45; at Otani-mura, Motoyoshi ae = 4, 5 sl aceamemt of eae Raghth. anaienriaencd Mb. A. 
ar “49: d h 25 Rto B7 25 R B sq: (h) g ; 
district :—Buildings swept away, 83, teaths| 36—0 to O B sq. (i) 26—Ki to O 3 Howell, who, a few years ago, was a member 
Buildings swept away, 3; deaths 6. At Koi-} 28—R takes R (1) 28—Kt takes Q player, and headed the Surrey team, 
dzumimura, Motoyoshi district: — Buildings} 29—R takes Kt 29—B takes B FRENCH DEFENCE, 
swept away, 55; deaths 230. At Hashikami-| 30—R oe B 30—QO to KES WHITE. | ABLACK: 
mura, Motoyoshi district:—Buildings swept 31—R to K sq. 31—Q to _bte _ A: Howell. 
away, 35 ; deaths 421. Total:—Buildings swept a takes kK P an: vs Rt 4 <8 ts O4 are = o3 
away, 519; deaths 1,854. B a 3—O Kito B3 3—K Kt to B 
34—B to B2 34—Ktto K 5 we 3 
The above details were obtained from the] 35—Rto R7 35—R to B sq. > a Hi (a) = bey toQ2 
police at Kesen-mura. The report of the police oe takes P 30—Kt takes B 2p tates ot oot a P (b) 
i :—Buildings swept awa signs. = wee 
: seein py Tl _ “ tal Ps bein Js (a) The text move has been recommended by Dr. Tarrasch, 7 Kt to B3 7—P to Q R 3 
700 ; deaths 1,200. Me gran 4 a Bl bat win hardly warvive.the blow which it peneives npahe treat, ie to +. 8—K. takes B ch, 
— ildi : . Schi 2 t i i t ° —_ Z re 
Buildings swept away, 12195 deaths 3,054. | mentey Senter In the orsnary cranes OE pe sick | ae aakes Ki 9—B to Kis (6) 
replies with P to Q B 4 and Q to Kt g, threatening both the clint ti 10—B takes Kt (d) 
‘ ae wh po Pp, _ pet wows of he . Q ais 11—P takes B 11—Castles 
2 playes with the object o playing t to Kt 3 afterwards, as an 12—BtoR 3 12—Rto Ks 
1 Black’ h ’s side. Th q: 
CHESS. ewes thasg Remeelare Sas wet beee SneEE in “this gime: 13—Q to B2 13—P to B 4 (e) 
RS TEE | éattthe Wace Sed moves, which pave been groped up] 14—P takes Peo pas t4—Q takes P (i) 
(All Communications to be addressed to the Cuass Eniron.)) the present, i ‘ sod RwkKs bs 
p SSS is the best. 5 q. 15 ttoB 3 
‘his* 1 that the otherwi — 6—Kt- 
The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for fay unie defence by White's Q Kt te Kt s is ackeveneab. S Sia : aes - + 
the off-season, and re-opens on Thursday, Ist MBean eg rrr eos he a wae Sbutthis| 6 PiwOs + aS oO : t4 
October. (4) If sx—B to Q 2, B takes B ch; za—K takes B "and White i9—R to 2. 3 19—Kt to Bg (ge) 
a ee would ne gravel paige mob wo gt Black's K b. ; a ‘ RtoR 3 p P to Kt 3 g 
, ¢ . — . - : ate necessity o e o- ° 
he Pokyo Chess Club is clased for the holiday- use fat boleh With that object - rela he shonid. have 21--P to Kt 4 21—Kt to Ki 2 
season; it will reopen on Friday, the 2nd of Oct. played B to Kt 5, which he could follow up with R to K B sq. Bto B 29--R to 
_ —— &c., and perhaps relieve the pressure on fis centre pawns by 22— © 5 oKL2 
taking off a knight if necessary. 23—VU to K Kt2 23—R to sq. 
So.tuTion oF ProBLtem No, 233. A = ae oe ee ee preferable. White's intention wae 2a—Rto R 6 24—Kt to sq- 
WHITE. BLACK. oe) White must.go back, for if2r—-R takes RP, BtakesKty]| 25—PtoK R4 25—Q to Kr 2 
a2—Q takes B, Q takes P ch. winning the rook. 26—P to Kt 5 26—K 1 to ) 3 
1—R to Kt sq. 1—B to O 8 ch. (h) Black’s tactics are all very effective, White can obviously B takes Kt R takes B 
2—B to B 2. mate not take the Q Kt P on account of Kt to B6. 27—b takes 27—K takes 
, aRiske 8 (i) It was hardly safe to play the queen on that file com- 28—P to R' 5 (bh) 28—P takes P 
ie Rha, ee 7 fetta coll gg espn dy ly hs ripe ted UE al gt. * 29—R to K B 2 (i) 
Vs (k) "A strange oversight, but White’s game was bad anyway. 30—P to Kt 6 (ke) 30—P takes P (1) 
ian 1—Bto Kt 5 But he suilt enight perhaps have paved himself by playing in- 31—R takes KiP 31—K to B sq. 
— — . t t . ~ 
Ps armel’ 1—Bto K 7 tt takes R with Better prospects of defence, pha is ey 32—Kt takes R (m) 32—Resigus. 
1) Thor t 
2—B to Q 3, mate wie rather lone the exchaiige by st) token tt, Fe Glee F vere arp hs OS ere : 
1i—Pto Kis yet White’s prospects were quite hopeless. (a) This variation was successfully played fora time, until it 


2—B takes Kt, mate 
1—Kt moves 
a—Kt to B 5, mate. 


Correct answers from W.D.C., Shogi, W.H.S., 
J.D., and W.d.H, 
ProBLem No. 235. 
By Jaw Dosrusky (Prague). 


BLACK. 





Whitt, 
White to play and mate in two moves. 





We are indebted to the Daily News for the 
poses of, and the as siglo notes ou, the follow- 
ng two games, which were played in the match 
Steinitz v. Schiffers. Sixth game :— 
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further 
being yr dee here. 
takes 

(c) We prefer B to K 2. 


his Bon Q R35. 


the text move. 


was discovered that if Black takes care not to Castle too early on 
the King’s side, so as to avoida King’s side attack; and if he 
devotes his attention to advance on the Queen’s side, 
Black will obtain at least an even game. 
b!} We do not know of any special reason against Kt to 9 B 

tor if White then replies with 7—Kt B 3, 8 
becomes more profitable than Kt takes P, as the White 
Queen would then be shut off from playing to K Kt 4. 

It is of importance for Black to keep 

his B as long as White has his P on K sg. 
(d) Whereby Black gives White a commanding diagonal for 


(ce) The absence of Black’s K Bis now felt. Black has no 
means for preventing an advance on the King’s side, except by 


(f) P takes P should have been played here. 





Resigns (n) 


Game No. 507. 
RUY LOPEZ. 
Ninth game :— 
WHITE. BLACK. 
Schiffers. Steinitz. 

i—Pto K4 i—PiwK4 

2—K Kt to B3 2—O Ktto B3 

3—B to Kt 5 3—Bto B4 

4—K to B 3 (a) 4—K Kttwo K2 

5—Kt takes P 5—Kt takes Kt 

6—P to O4 6—P to O B3 (b) 

7--B to K 2 (c) 7—BtoQ3 

8—P takes Kt 8—B takes P 

g—Casiles g—Casiles 
10—P to B 4 (A) 10—B takes Kt 
11—P takes B 11—P to QO 4 
12—Bto R3 12—R to K sq. 
13—P to B5 (e) 13—O ww Kt Zech. 
14—K to R sq. 14—P takes P 
15—Bto B4 15—Kt to O 4 (f) 
16—O w R5 16—Q to B2 
17—B takes Kt 17—P takes B 
18—P to B6 18—Q to K 4 (g) 
19—O to R4 19—K to B4 
20—O R to Ktsq. (lb) 20—Bto Ki 3 (i) 
21—K takes 21—P takes P 
22—P to B 4 (k) 22—P takes P 
23—-Pt» B3 23—P to K 6 (/) 
24—Q takes OB P 24—Ptw K 7 
25—R to K sq. 25—O R to 2 sq. 
26—B to B 5 (m) 26—R te O 
27—B to B2 27—R takes R ch. 


(c) White’s well-directed play makes the defence increasingly 
difficult, but it does seem useless to place the Kt on B 4, where 
it could be attacked next move in a manner very advantageous 
to White—namely, by P to Kt 4. P to Kt 5 seems Black’s best. 

(h) From this point Black’s game becomes hopeless. White 
follows up his advantage with great skill. 

(i) White’s clever move hardly admitted of »nother reply. 
for instance, Q to Bsq; so—P to b 6, to be followed by 3 wd 
B 3, and P to B47, winning. : 

(k) Highly artistic. He not only does not take the Rook, but 
likewise oflers his own Rook. The result if vow Q takes R, is 
obvionsly mate in three moves. 

A. e R to Q B 2, 31—P takes P ch. K to Rsq, 3a—Kt to Kt6 
ch, wins. 

(m) Again ingenious play for if Q takes Kt, 32—P takes P, 
pinning the Queen. 


VieNNA TOURNAMENT. 


An important masters’ tournament bas been 
biought to a close at the Vienna Chess Society, in 
which a number of first-class players have taken 
part—Max Weiss, Berthold Englisch, C, Schle- 
chier, G. Marco, A. Albin (the latter three having 
taken part ip last summei:’s Congress at Hastings), 
Max Judd, the American Consul at Vienna, 
Jacques Schwarz, and others. The fight was a 
very close one, Englisch, Marco, Schlechter, and 
Weiss running neck and neck for first honours; 





(a) It is of some moment not to change the order of moves* SO that Englisch, by losing the last game to an 
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CORNELL UNIVERSITY 
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inferior competitor, was thrown back to the third} 22—O R to Q sq. 

place, his tival Weiss becoming first, Schlechter} 23—Q to R 3 

a good second, and Marco fourth, There were] 24—Q to Q 7 

altogether twelve competitors in the contest. 25—Kt takes R 
Max Weiss, the winner of the above tourna-| 26—Q takes Q ch. 

ment, was born in Szered, Hungary, in July, 1857,] 27—R to B 2 (h) 


his parents having settled in Vienna when he was 
still of a tender age, and having been educated in 
Vienna Hungary’s claims upon him are very slen- 
der, That he should have selected a chess career 
after taking first honours in Mathematical Tripos |: 


28—K to B sq. 
29—P to Kt 3 
30—P to Kt 4 
31—P takes P 


32—R to Q 5 ch. 


22—KrtoQ 5 (g)’ 
23--PtwKR4q4 
24—R to B 2 
25—OQ takes Kt 
26—K takes O 
27—R to K sq. 
28—K to B 3 
29—~IK to B 4 
30—Kt to K 3 
31—K,. takes P 
32—K to B3 


at the Vienna University may be explained by the} 33—R to K 2 33—R to CE Kt sq. 
fact that his father was a well-known chess-player,| 34—P to Kt 3 34—P to Ra 
and that he was comparatively young when he| 35—R to O04 35—K to B2 
took his degree. But although exceptionally suc-}| 36—P to K 3 36—PtoORS5 
cessful in his novel calling, he abandoned it after] 37—P takes P 37—R to OR sq. 
the sixth American chess congress, preferring the} 38—]-R to K 3 38—_R takes P 
post of anemployéin Baron Albert de Rothschild’s| 39—R takes R 39—Kt takes R 
bank. 40—Rto R 3 40—Resigns. 

A specimen of Herr Weiss style, from the Aime- ANALYSIS, ; 


tican chess Congress :— 
Game No. 509. 
PETROFF’S DEFENCE. 


WHITE. 
jJ.G 





(a) One of Steinite’s defences of the Ruy Lopez, which he 
continues with 6...... Kt takes Kt; 7—Q takes Kt, Pto Q Kt: 
7—B to Kt 3, PtoQ 3: threatening to win a piece with P to Q 
# 4, &c. The line of play is preferable to that in the text, as 
Black avoids getting a double Pawn. 


BLACK. (b) If x0....., “ to B 3, then rr—Kt to Q s, Kt takes Kt; 1a— 





.G. Max Weiss. P takes Kt winning « Pawn. Black, being compelled to give 
1i—PtoK 4 1—Pto K 4 re the B at er 2, weakens his nus position; therefore, the 
—_ re. efence up to this point is proved inacequite. 
2 “Kt io KB 3 2—Kt to K B 3 c) If 13... PtoQB4 then, 144—P a Bs, P takes P 3 15—P 
3—Kt takes P 3—P 0 O3 takes P, Kt takes P; 16—Q to Kt 4 ch, K to R 8q.; 17—R 
4—Ktto K B 3 4—Kt takes P takes Kt, Q to B sq.; 18—Q R to K B sq., having gained two 
P : minor pieces for a Rook. 
§—F toQO4 5—P to Q 4 (4d) The alternative would be as...... B to B 2, thus avoiding 
6—B to 3 6—K. to OQ B 3 the pressure upon the isolated R P. 
aaCasilec B (e) Now he has to defend the Q R P, which he does ingeni- 
7 es 7—Bto K2 ously cnough; but his game is inferior. 
8—R to K sq. 8—Bto K Kt 5 f} ne cannot exchange Queens, because a2—Q takes Q, P 
takes Q; 23—KXt to « 5, winning a Pawo. 
9 P to B 3 9 PtoB 4 (zg) This move loses the exchange eventually. He had, there 
10—O Kt to Q2 10—Castiles fore, nothing better than aa...... Q to B 3. 
11—O to Kt 3 11—K to R sq ) The remainder is easy. Mr. Mills played this game very 
12—OQ takes Kt P 12—R to B3 hace 
13-0 to Ki3 13—R to Kt sq. 
ae Beir 14—R to K Kt 3 VAIL STEAMERS. 
I5— io 8 (3 1I5—B t0 03 —_—_-—@——___—_. 
16—-B to K 2 16—Bto KR6 THR NKX'T MALL IS bie 
17—B to B »q. 17—O to B 3 from America oo... per P.M. Co. Monday, June agth.t 
18—P to Kt 3 18—B takes B From Hongkong ...... per O. & O. Co. Friday, June a3rd.4 
19—K takes B 19—R toKB £q. arom ine vi secoee per P.& UO. Co. Saturday, June azth. 
20—Kt takes Kt 20—B P takes Kt A Hongkong visscscesees per NM. M. Co. Monday, Jane agth. 
21—Kt toR 4 21—R takes Pp From America ....seces per O. & O. Co. saturday, July 4th. 
rom Canada, &C....... per CG. P.R. Ge. Monday, July 6. 
sel R 22—-B takes P from Euros. via ‘cava. jalp ih 
23—-K to Kt 2 —_— HONGMONR .cssecseeves per N. D. Lioyd ed‘day, July 8th. 
2B to K 3 i B mera From Aungkong ...... perC. PLR. Co. Thursday, July gth. 
25—K to R2 25—-B to K 2 t Peru left San Francisco via Honolulu on June 1cth. § Dorie 
26—K to Kt sq. 26—R to B 3 (with English, mail) left Hongkong on June z6th. 
27—K to B sq. 27—O to Kt 5 
28— to B6 THE NEXT MAIL LEAY&S 


28-0 ie sq. 


For Victoria, 8.C....... per N. ¥. Ce Mon.jav, June aend. 








29 4 Sq 29 Q toR 6 ch. For Hongkong ......... ver hr. & OW Co, Sunday, June aust 
Resigns. Yor America ..........0 per OU, & O.Co. — Friday, June a6th. 
; ’ for K , VIA Shang- 

One of the most prosaic openings, correctly hai wanes isbece ae per MM, Ml. Co, Sunday, June 88th 
played for the eight developing moves, terminates “ Victoria, B.C......, rer O. R. & N.Co. Tuesday, June goth. 
tragically through the simple 9. P to B3, instead | ror Monghone ce: pepo to: Monday July one 
of g. P to B4, and White SIl. to Kt3, threaten- | For Canada, &e. weave per ©. P.R.Co.  Briday, July roth. 
ing to win a pawn. Black sacrificed the pawn, dy tga Hong- sec WRUURigy a: “Bavicday talv atk 

Coeracee Ceeseevccecee Co] e &. ry . 


and obtained in exchange a more than compensat- 
ing attack. Aftec having captured the pawn, 
White had to retire 13 Q to Kt3, else he would 
have had to give up a pawn, where upon the pre- 
ssure became so strong that he had to weaken his 
king’s position with 18. P to Kt3, thinking to get 
relief with 19. K takes Kt; but Black unexpectedly 
(by White) sacrificed a rook, brilliantly tecminat- 
ing the game. The combination, however, is suf- 
ficiently subtle to be overlooked by any player. 
The remaining moves are all forced, and White re- 
signed on his thirtieth move, for 30. Kto K 2 
would be followed by R takes Bch; and 30. K 
to Kt sq. would be followed by B to Q 3, winning 
in a few moves. 





LATEST SHIPPING. 
—_————_>—___ - -— 
ARRIVALS. 


Rosedale, British steamer, 4,075, Jackman, 15th 
June,— Mayport a5th April, Rails.—Mitsui 
Bussan Kaisha. s 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
13th) June,—Hongkong vid ports, 5th June, 
Mails and General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Satkio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, G. W. 
Conner, 13th June,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Aden, British steamer, 3,925, R. Hill, rgth June, 
—Kobe rath June, General.—P. & O.S.N. Co. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 14th 


Gams No. 510. 
Played at Dundee in the Championship Tourna- 


ment of the Scottish Chess Association. Weare} June,—San Francisco 28th May, Mails and 
indebted to the Standard for the score and notes. General.—O. & O.S.S. Co. 
RUY LOPRZ. City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
WHITE. BLACK. Smith, 14th June,—Hongkong vid ports, 7th 
D. Y. Mills. G. B. Praser. June, Mails and General.—P. M. S.S. Co. 
1—Pto K4 I—Pto K 4 -| Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, C. A. 
2—KttoK B3 2—KttoQ B3 Anderson, 14th June,—Hakodate rth June, 
3—B to Kt 5 3-P toO RZ General.—-Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 
4—Bto R4 4—K Krto K2 | Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
5—PtoQ4 5—-P takes P Marshall, 15th Junme,—Vancouver, B.C., 1st 
6—Kt takes P 6—P to K Kt 3 (a) June, Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific 
7—Bto K 3 7—B to Kt 2 Railway Co. 
8—Kt toO B3 8—P 1003 Angers, British steamer, 2,076, Bannister, 15th 
g—Kt takes Kt Q—P takes Kt June,—Bona, Algeria, Phosphate.— Mitsui Bus- 
10—-B toO4g 10—Castles (b) san Kaisha. 
11—B takes B 11—K takes B Ondaunted, British steamer, 2,026, S. Elcoats, 
12—Castles 12—B to K 3 1sth June,—Batoum 22nd April, General.— 
13—P to B4 13—P to K B4 (c) Jardine, Matheson & Co. 
14—Q to O4ch, 14—K to Kt sq. Balmoral, British steamer, 2,002, McRichie, 15th 
15s—B to Kt 3 15—B takes B (d) June,—Antwerp, General—Nippon Yusen 
16—R P takes B 16—P takes P Kaisha, 


17—Kt takes P 


18—O to O03 
om ES 5 
20—O to Bach. 
21—QY to B 3 


17—P to B 4 
18—Q to B sq. (e) 


20-0 to B4 
20—"UY lo U4 
2I—KKt 1B 4 (f) 


Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
derson, 16th June,—Kure. 

Pakling, British steamer, 2,874, Allen, 16th June, 
— Liverpool, vid Shanghai 12th June, General.— 
W. M. Strachan & Co. 


Google 





Anaconda, British schooner, 50, Lawsen, 18th 
June,—Norcth Pacific, Sealer.—Captain. 

Alger (16), French cruiser, Captain Jaureguiberry, 
18th June,—Kobe 4th June. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- 
bald, 18th June,—Hongkong vid ports, roth 
June, Mails and General.—Canadian Pacific 
Railway Co. 


‘Machias (8), U.S. gunboat, Captain E. S. Houston, 


18th June,—Kobe 16th June. 
Poronto, German steamer, 632, Meyer, 18th June, 
—Newchwang, General.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Mebourne, French steamer, 3,400, Rogliano, 19th 
June,—-Marseilles roth May, Hongkong 4th 
June, Shanghai 14th, and Kobe 18th, Mails 
and General.—-Messageries Maritimes Co. 
Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, Gove, roth June, 
— Tacoma, Wash., via Victoria, B.C., 4th June, 
Mails and Gene:al.—Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 
Benlomond, British steamer, 1,754, Mclutash, roth 
June,—Kobe 17th June, General.—Cornes & Co, 
Braemar, British steamer, 1,876, Porter, roth 
June,—Kobe 17th June, General.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 


DEPARTURES. 


Carmarthenshire, British steamer, 1,775, Sincock, 
13th June,—London and Hamburg, General.— 
Samuel Samuel & Co. 

Océanien, Fiench steamer, 2,127, Schmitz, 14th 
June,—Shanghai vid Kobe, Mails and General. 
—Messageries Maritimes Co. 

Empress of India, British steamer, 3,003, O. P. 
Marshall, 15\h June,—Hongkong via ports, Mails 
and General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Fred. E. Sanders, American schooner, 389, Catlsun, 
15th June,—Port Townsend, Ballast.— American 
Trading Co. 

Belgic, British steamer, 2,695, J. H. Rinder, 16th 
June,—Hongkong vid Nagasaki, Mails and 
General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 

Saskio Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,350, G. W. 
Conner, 16th June,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

City of Peking, American steamer, 3,128, J. T. 
Smith, SA hu raiae Francisco vid Honolulu, 
Mails and General.—-P. M. S.S. Co. 

Strathesk, British steamer, 1,454, Taylor, 18th 
June,—Kobe, Ballast.—M. Raspe & Co. 

Edgar (12), British ciuiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
derson, 19th June,—Yokosuka. 

Empress of China, British steamer, 3,003, R. Archi- 
bald, 19th June,—Vancouver, B.C., Mails and 
General.—Canadian Pacific Railway Co. 

Hiroshima Maru, Japanese steamer, 2,035, C. A. 
Anderson, 20th June,—Bombay vid ports, Ge- 
neral.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 


PASSENGERS. 
ARRIVED. 


Per British steamer Ancona, from Hongkong via 
ports:—Mrs, Marshall and amah, Miss Williams, 
Mr. J. Moss, Mr. J. A. Thomson, and Mr. Chen 
Poi Hung in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Saikio Maru, from 
Shanghai vid ports:—Miss A. Hapgood, Mr. A. 
Macondray, Mr. and Mes. Lee and 2 children, 
Mr. S. Mass, Mr. J. M. Umerson, Mrs. J. P. Gay, 
child and amah, Mrs. and Miss Dorn, Mr. Tseng 
Hoi, Mr. S. French, Mr. P. Landolt, Mr. H. 
Kobayashi, Mr. and Mrs. H. Blum, Miss Issacs, 
Mr, Jno. Fryer, Mr. Johnson Bennett, Jun., Mr. 
Johnson Bennett, and Mr. and Mrs. B. C. Howard 
in cabins Me. Fukuga, Mr. and Mrs. Tsuda, Mr. 
G. Umemura, Mr. A. Takeda, and Miss T. Serida 
in second class, and 67 Japanese, one European, 
and 24 Chinese in steerage. 

Per British steamer Belgic, from San Francisco: 
—Mrs. S. C. Robinson, Mr. M. A. Newell, Prof, 
J. M. Shaeberle, Prof. Chas. Burckhalter, Me. 
Louis C. Masten, Mr. .G. E. Shuey, Mr. F, S. 
Colman, and Miss M. Wallace in cabin. For 
Shanghai:—Mr. R. E. Bredon in cabin, 

Per American steamer City of Feking, from 
Hongkong via ports:—Mr. Jas. Flood, Mr. Alex. 
Wolbgemuth, Mrs. Vaughan Lewis and amah, 
Mrs. Chas. Packer, and Captain L. B. Walls in 
cabin, For San Francisco:—Mrs. Jas. Flood, 
infant and amah, and Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Reed 
in cabin; Mr. A. G. Smith, Mr. Geo. Ahrens, 
Mr. W. Osborn, and Mr. and Mrs. McAlman in 
European steerage. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, from 
Vancouver, B.C.:—Rev. and Mrs. J. H. Ballagh, 
Mr. D. H. Campbell, Mr. L. D. de Waller, Mr. 
H. Deslandres, Mr. W. A. Gage, Mr. J. F. Grant, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilmour, Mr. W. A. Hannibal, 
Mrs.’ F. S. James and child, Mc. N. Kumagaya, 
Mr. Campbell Lucas, Mr. M. Mellochau, Mr. M. 
F. Mittan, Mr. M. G. Mittan, Miss Nelson, Mr, 
Chas. Rogers, Mr. S. Rosenfeld, Colonel E. H. 
Sartorius, Mrs. Von Treutler, Miss Von Treutler, 
Commander A. W. Waymouth, and Mr. Woolfall 
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in cabin; 4 passengers in second class, and 104 
passengers in steerage. 

Per British steamer Empress of China, from 
Hongkong vid ports:—Mr. J. P. Thomas, R.N., 
Mrs, J. P. Thomas and child, Mrs. Kirch and 
child, Miss Melbourne, Miss M. C. Morrison, Miss 
Mary Gordon, Mrs. Meigs and 2 children, Dr. A. 
J. Smith, Mrs. Moore Graham, Mr. A. Lagatti, 
Mr. F. E. Haskell, Mr. F. G. Stone, Mr. J. A. de 
Becker, Mr. E. Wismer, Mr. E. Arth, Mr. H. 
Bretschneider, Mr. W. Yallers, Mc. A. Dryesse, 
Mrs. F. W. Wylie, daughter and governess, Mr. 
Stapleforth, Mc. Leeds, Mr. J. S. Nagar, Mts. J. 
S. Nagar, Mrs. Skottowe, Captain Whitmore, 
U.S.N., and Mrs. Whitmore in cabin; g passen- 
gers in second class, and 399 passengers in steerage. 

Per French steamer Melbourne, from Marseilles 
via ports:—Mr. Ad. Garnaus, Mr. Cropley, Mr. 
Matsuzaki, Mr. Manao Hori, Me. Shinoda, Mrs. 
Fabre, Sisters Eleonore and Francoise, M:. Otto- 

iani, Mc. H. Lee Dillon and boy, Mr. C. Regel, 

rs. G. D. Scott, 2 children and amah, Mr. and 
Mrs. Descorus and boy, Mr. A, Saby, Mr. P. 
Poletti, Mrs. Dielhe, Mrs. Dithlefsen, and Mr. 
Muraour in cabin. 

Per British steamer Victorta, from Tacoma, 
Wash., vid Victoria, B.C.:—Dr. and Mrs. Hinck- 
ley, De. S. G. Hill, Mr. D. Fraser, Mr. R.S. 
Folsom, and Mr. A. Hasse in cabin; 17 Japanese 
and 36 Chinese in steerage. 

DEPARTED. 

Per German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports:—=Mr. and Mrs. Walz, Mrs. L. 
Elton, Mr. E. Orth, Mr. E. Katcher, and Mr. T. 
B. Pocklington in cabin; 2 Europeans in steerage, 
and 4 Chinese on deck. 

Per French steamer Océanien, for Shanghai vid 
Kobe :—Admiral Krieger, Mr. Raffray, Mrs. 
Raffray and 3 children, Mrs. Verge, Mr. Verge, 
Mr. Sarrazin, Dr. A. G. Smith, Messrs. O. Greis 
fenberg, P. M. N. da Silva, G. G. Hoopeler, J. 
Luna, O'Farrell, Cheong Chim Ugo, Long Trock 
Fam, Tse Sa ‘Tan, d’Hiribarren, Guillanme Par- 
louer, J. Roussin, and J. Goarin in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of India, for Hong- 
kong vid ports:—Mr. Dawson, Mr. Geen, Mr. 


C. E. Gordon, Judge and Mrs. Mowatt, Mr. F. 


Casati, Mrs. J. H. Wilson and child, Lieut. Prince 
Mirsky, Mr. and Mrs. C. Mertens, Consul and 
Mes. J. F. Connelly, Mr. Jas. Flood, Mr. C. C. 
Platt, Mr. Geo. Jamieson and Misses Jamieson 
(2), Mr. E. A. Sarjent and son, Mr. H. J. Hunt, 
Mr. E. Becker, Mr. J. M. Mussen, Mrs. S. S. 
Robison, and Mr. J. C. Peter in cabin. 

Per Japanese steamer Saskio Maru, for Kobe :— 
Count T. Itagaki, Messrs. R. Kurihara, K. Furu- 
ichi, M. Onoda, S. Furusawa, T. Yano, K. Miura, 
T. Davenport, L. M. Lai, K. Node, M. Fuku. 
zawa, Petersen, L. J. Healing, H. Mayekawa, S. 
Koidzumi, and F. J. Abbott in cabin; Mr. S. 
Shichiri, Mr. and Mrs. Nonaka, Messrs. M. Tsuji, 
M. Makino, T. Arai, T. Saito, N. Yamada, ‘T, 
Shimomura, and S. Sakazaki in second class. For 
Shimonoseki:—Mr. Wm. Kreusch and Mr. No- 
haca in cabin; Mrs. K, Tagaki, Mrs. M. Ishii, 
and Mr. J. Tanaka in second class. For Naga- 
saki :—General and Mrs, Solomko and Me. 
McNair in cabin; Messrs. G. Nozaki, S. Ikeda, 
K. Nakanishi, T. Ishikawa, J. Nakamura, and 
Mr. and Mrs, Sato in second class. For Shang- 
hai :—Messrs. W. J. Lee, J. B. Muir, and P. 
Schubert in cabin; Mrs. and Miss Hibino, Mr. 
F. Matsudaira, and Mr. J. Sterling in second 
class ; and 49 passengers in steerage in all for ports. 

Pec American steamer City of Peking, for San 
Francisco vid Honolulu:—Rev. and Mrs, J. C. 
Ambler and 2 children, Mr. F. H. Balfour, Miss 
A. Dunlap, Mr. W. Eswald, Mrs. James Flood 
and infant, Mr. M. Foret, Dr. John Fryer, Mr. 
C.S. Gawthrop, Mr. M. Gontharet, Mr. E. F. 
Gros, Mr. and Mrs. M. Harris, Mr. M. Kirkwood, 
Mr. K. Inouye, Mr. W. F. Luckey, Mr. M. 
Matsuoka, Mr. A. Macondray, Rev. and Mrs. S, 
G. McFarland, Mr. George B McFarland, Mr. 
W. A. Overton, Mr. T. L. de Onativia, Mc. and 
Mrs. W.G. Pierce, Mr. and Mrs. F. W. Percival, 
Rev..M. Reith, Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Reid, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. B. Trevor, and Mr. and Mes. R. S. 
Whitney in cabin. 

Per British steamer Empress of China, for Van- 
couver, B.C.:—Mr. H. B. Ames, Mrs. H. B. 
Ames, Mrs. C. M. Ames, Miss M. C. Ames, Mrs. 
John Andrew and child, Mr. Asai, Mr. Edward 
Barrett, Mr, E. de Bavier, Mr. Binnie, Baron F, 
von Schalkwyck de Boisaubin, Baroness F. von 
Schalkwyck de Boisaubin, Major Botfield, Mrs. 
Botfield, Mr. H. Bourgeois, Bishop Bowman, 
D.D., Mrs. Bowman, Mr. Duncan Cameron, Mr. 
J. F. Champney, Mrs. J. E. Champney, Mr. W. 
S. Chapin, Miss A. B. Child, Miss M. B. Child, 
Mr. H. H. Child, Mr. A, Cooke, Mrs. A. Cooke 
ane Bearer. ng ch J. Craven, Mr. Dalton, 

rs. Dalton, Mr. Veshler, Mr. H. O. Del 
Mr. C. M, Dyce, M ep peaeies 


R.N., Lieut. G. H. Griffith, Mr. Douglas Halli- 
day, Dr. G. B. Haines, Dr. and Mrs. Hardie and 
2 children, Mrs. and Miss Hardie, Mr. Haworth, 


W. Horne, Dr. E. H. Horsey, Mrs. Edgar 


and infant, 
Oliverson, Mr. W. S. Orr, Mr, A. P. Pennell, Mr: 
J. J- Quin, Lieut. Rae, R.N., Mc. Richardson, 








r. F, P, Gay, Rev, E, H. Good, 


THE JAPAN WEEKLY MAIL. 


Mr. W. E. Hildreth, Mr. C. W. Horne, Mrs. C. 


Hyde, Miss Hyde, Mr. S. Iwanaga, Major Lenne, 
Mr. Jacob Leu, Mr. Lewis Lombard, Mr. C. 
Madrolle, Mr. R. Masujima, Mr. J. W. McBride, 
Mis. McBride, Miss McBride, Miss L. Miner, 
Mr. T. Miyabe, Mc. S. Moutrie, Mrs. Moutrie 
Miss Lillian Moutrie, Mr. C. H. 


Mr. J. H. Robert, Mr. W. S. Root, Mrs. W. S. 
Root, Mr. B. A. Ross, Mr. M. D. Rothschild, 
Mrs. M. D. Rothschild, Marquis Charles Rudini, 
Mr. M. H. Ryerson, Mrs. Ryerson, Mr. T. S. 


Scarisbrick, Mrs. Scarisbrick and maid, Mr. A. 


H. Sharp, Capt. Alex Smits, Mr. F. Takagi, Mr. 
F. Tesio, Mr. F. E. Theodor, Mrs. F. E. Theodor, 
Mc. A. Thofehrn, Mr. Turner, Mr. M. Von 
Brandt, Mrs. M. Von Brandt, Mr. J. H. Wagner, 
Miss M. E. Wainwright, Lieut. A. Walpole, Mr. 
E. J. Watt, Mr. Fredk. Weber, Mr. G. H. Wells, 
Fleet Engineer Wheeler, RN., Captain Whitemore, 
Mrs. Whitmore, Mr. Basil Woodd, Mrs. Basil 
Woodd, Miss H.C. Woodhull, Miss Dr. K. C. 
Woodhull, Mr. F. P. Woodward, Mr. G. Wyley, 
and Mc. R. Zimmerman in cabin. 


CARGOES. 

Pec German steamer Hohensollern, for Hong- 
kong vid ports :—Raw Silk for Europe, 89 bales; 
Waste Silk for Europe, 298 bales. 

Per French steamer Océanien, for Shanghai vid 
Kobe :—Raw Silk for Europe, 242 bales; Waste 
Silk for Europe, 83 bales. 

Per Japanese steamer Saskio Maru, for Shang- 
hai vid ports :—Tteasure, $839,800.00. 

Per American steamer City of Peking, for San 


‘Francisco vid Honolulu :-— 





THA. 
aan NEW SOIUX ROCH- 
TMANCIECH, YOREeCHICAGO, OMAHA. CITY. BSTUSTUTAL. 
Shanghai... 288 = - —-— — = 288 
Hyogo...... 733 —  §47 — 428 — 45,721 
Yokohaina. 4,666 1,348 360 510 — 303 7,187 
Hongkong. 242 _ = a. ee ee RES 
Total ...5,919 1.348 907 510 421 303 9.438 
SILK. 

SAN “Bw 

CMANCIBCU. TORK, WMARTFORD, turtan, 











Shanghai 000 cee cen see — 80 — 10 
Hongkong oases — 50 _ so 
Vokohama ......... _ 33 — 33 

Total ..ccc. ccs cee —_ §3 - 53 


Per British steamer Empress of Fapan, for 
Vancouver, B.C.: 


TEA. 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 


CANADA, AND AND PACIFIC OIHER TOTAL. 
WEST. RAST. COAST. CITIgs. 

Colombo ...... 0 = - _ 40 —_ 40 
Hongkong 5 —- _ _ at 26 
Amoy.... — 8,424 16,915 — — 18,339 
Foochow ..... 167 — 1,105 _ — 1,272 
Shanghai ...... _ — 436 _ ~ 436 
Hankow ...... 2,491 — 1,188 55 — 3,734 
Macao ....coeee _ — _ 99 _ 99 
Kobe .......00008 9,929 — 351 - — 2,280 
Yokohama ... 2,705 — as _ — 32,716 
Sree Gem tee ee ee | eee 

194 21 28,942 


Total ..... 7,297 1,424 20,006 
SILK. 


NEW YORK. OTHER CITIES. TOTAL. 
Shanghai 00 Cenaseens ose 53 aon cneene bo XI ETT) eee 53 
Yokohama eee cneone res 57 veneers eenece 57 


Total ....ce.ss csccssee 580 


REPORTS. | 


The American steamer City of Peking, Captain 
Smith, reports :—Left Hongkong the 7th June at 
5-21 a.m. Arrived at Nagasaki the roth at 11 
a.m, and left the rth at 5.54 p.m. Arrived at 
Kobe the 13th at 5.22 p.m. and left at 5.10 p.m. 
Arrived at Yokohama the 14th June. 

The British steamer Victoria, Captain Gove, 
reports :—Left Tacoma, Wash., the 4th June at 4 
a.m. and Victoria, B.C., at 2.30 p.m. ; moderate 
south-west and westerly winds prevailed with con- 
siderable fog between long. 160° W. and 160° £.; 
crossed meridian at midnight on the 13th and 
arrived at Yokohama the rgth June at 10 a.m. 
Time on passage, 14 days, I hour. 





LATEST COMMERCIAL. 
IMPORTS. 


Yarn—Less doing and prices for ordinary 
singles of the fuller counts are lower. Shirtings 
dull, season hardly open yet. Fancies and 
Woollens—Nothing reported except arrivals, but 
we know that sales and deliveries continue in 
spite of the fact that merchants try to withhold 
the information. 


Google 
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COTTON PLECK GOOnbS, 


Pleca. 


: Pe 
Uieoy Shistings—84mh, 444 yds. syinches $2.40 (o 2.80 
Grey Shistings—olb, 38a yds. qsinches 2.70 to 3.25 
[. Cloth—-7h, 24 vada, gainches...... 6.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—s2 yards, qqginches,. ‘1.90 to 2.40 
Prints—Assorted,24 yards, go inches,. 2.00 to 3.75 
Cotton—Italians and Satteens lacie, PRM YAMD. 

99 INCHES ........c cee cee cee cee cee ceeseesee 0.16 0 0.22 

PER riacng, 
Velvets—-Black, 35 yards, 22inches ... 8,00 to 10,00 
Victoria Lawns, 12 yacds, 42-3inches,. 0.75 t9 0.90 
rurkeyReds—z.o to 2.4th, 24/25 yards, 

SOFNCHES .rseccreeee cessrecsceeseonsces 8250 CO 1.65 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3%h, 24/25 yards, z 

JO IDCHES wriccceccsssrresersseerseeessees TOO 1,90 JO 
Turkey Reds—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 3. 

32 INCHES wrsccsersersecsrerneersseernes BOLO 2.5015 
Turkey Reds—4.8 to 5th, 24/25 yards, _ 

32 1MCHES .....cccecseccscercsersecerereee 2.7000 3.90 

WOOLLTENS., PBK YARD, 
Flamtiel..... sscsseseesenserseecerseeses eo sssae, $0.30 to 0.678 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches hest 0.35 to 0.41 
Italien Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 

Medium siteaeeeaescenrersesseesee 8 30 ¢0 0,324 
Italian Cloth, 30 yards, 32 inches 

COMMON we.cecccceesenseecsesseseeseesee 0.25 to 0,274 
Mousseline do f.aine—Crape, 24 yards, 

SU inches... ....c.ceecssceeceessesnsceeess 0.05 (0 0.22 
Cloths—-Pilots, §4 @ sGinches ......... 0.3§ to 0.50 
Cloths—Presidents, §4@ sHincher ... 0.60 to 0.65 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ §6 inches ......... 0.40 to 0.70 
Riankets—Scarlet and Green, 3 to sth, 

per wh esvieccses ctessseseeeee 0.60 to 0.75 


PRR PICU. 

vee 835-50 to 37.50 
39-00 to 4u.50 
44.00 to 45.00 
44.00 to 45.00 
47.50tO 49.50 
66.00 to 69.00 
83.00 to 85.00 

105.00 to 1808.00 
76.00 to 81.00 


COTTON YARNS, 
» 16/24, Singles ......... ccsce-seees 

« 28/32, Singles .......0.cseseceees 
« 38/42, Singles .......cccce sec cee cee cee 
£32, Doubles oo. ..ccessseceeceeesscee ove 
© 42, Doubles oo... ..c ccc cee cee css cee ees 
48190; Plat sacisk Weewsucsactacseedeccas 
« 2186, PUG ves vecceeaae sie son vcd aves 

+ 2/100, Plain .....c.cccccceccee coseces 
6 2/60, Gassed oo .cccccseececceecescec cee 
» 2/80, Gassed.....eeicsssccsses acces ee 92.00 to 97.00 
Nos, 2/100, Gassed .......0..0..00ss0008 ve 105.00 to 125.00 


MICTALS, 

Iron is in fair demand. Bars have moved freely 
at quotations. Pig also has been sold well. Tin 
Plates a shade better, but Wire Nails are still 


frozen out by American makes. 
PRA PIGCUL. 


Ulat Ware, dQ imch i... ccccsecesssssesens $3.40 ‘ 

Blat Bars, b isch... ... ccc cce ccecee ces ee see eas sae te a 
Round and squae upto finch oo... 3-40 to 3.50 
Iron Plates, assorted oc.....0..cssssces sree 3-65 to 3.75 
Sheet [OM wvscssssersesseescsseseeees 4,60 tO 4.80 
Galvanized Jron sheets ...... 00.00. .0c cee aee 9-00 to 9.40 
Wire Nails, assorted 0.0.5.0. .cccee cee eve ces §.50 to 5.60 
Lin Plater, per Dox .icccccccceeccecee ces §-20 lo §-40 
Pig Tram, NO. § ccs ceecee se 1.65 to «.70 


KIMROSIEN EC. 


Prices unchanged, but nothing doing beyond 
a few retail sales. A fair amount of arrivals both 
from Europe and America, 

AMEFICAM os ces cessor ste ceesen sre ceceserrere coe $2.05 tO 2.25 
RUSSIAN sce ceesssceeseecsscerseeeessnssssterene 2620 £0 2,226 
SUGAR, 

Brown—Takao depressed with large arrivals, 
Something done at a reduction in price, closing 
weak at quotations, China socts have sold well 
at about last rates. White—Java lower with 
some trade passing. Refined, dull with some ree 
duction in price, but importers hope for a better 


demand before long. 

PRR PicuL, 
sevesonee $4.85 tO 4.20 
§.00 to §.!0 
4.10 to 4.85 
3-80 to 4.80 
6.80 to 7.00 
6.90 to 9.30 


Brown Valeao ... ccc cessor ceeerecenere 
Brown Manila .......00 cece coe cee see ces casese 
Brown Daitong (New) .sccccssessssesceeeee 
Brown Canton ... ....cccccssccccceccecsen sees 
White Java and Penang  ......... 08 cceees 
White Refined... ...... cc. 00 


EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


A small daily business in Old Filatuces for 
Europe, all else dull and stagnant. Prices are 
nominally unchanged but dealers would be very 
glad to clear out theic stock of 7,000 piculs at 
these quotations. A few boxes New Filatures are 
in but we have not heard of any serious business 
as yet. Prices are going to be low the coming 
season, in spite of frosts, earthquakes, tidal-waves, 
and such smpedimenta. 

QUOTATIONS. 


Filatures—-[xtra g/it, 80/82 den, sersseeee 
Filatures—-Extra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom. 
Filatuces—-No. t, 10/13 deniers... .....0.06.46$740 to 750 
Filatures—-No. 0, 93/15, 14/16 den,....0.. 650 to 660 
Filatures—No. 1$, 10/14 deniers .....,...... 700 to 710 
Filatures—-No. tg, 13/16, s4/tz7den. 4... 630 to 640 
Filaturese=No, 2, 10/15 deniers.....000.0. 5650 tO 660 
Filatures—No, 2, 04/18 deniers... ..c..0.00.8 610 to 620 
Re-reels—=-No. 2, 69/15, 14/16 den. ciccocee 
Re-reels—No. 24, 83/16, 14/t7 den. Nom. 
Re-reels—No, 2, 14/18 deniers ...... Nom. 
Re-reels==No, 24, 14/18 deniers ... Nom. 
Re-reels—No, 3, 14/20 deniers...... Nom. 
Kakedas—-Extira URI RIISIISVISTIOOIeTiCliCtigry 
Kakedas—No. t ween 
Kakedas—No, OG cee rencee verses 800 000 obs con eee sos 
Kalcedas——No. 2 cssseosseeee 
KaiedaseNo. Ahreeve 200 000 000 COt coe 000 te ves 888 





SHO See COR ase cee eee BAe cee Ee 
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WASTE SILK. 
Fair business. Dealers realise the situation and 
Stock reduced to Trade Mark on 


sell currently at quotations, 
4,800 piculs. 
QUOTATIONS. 


Noshi—Filature, Best 22. ...... ccc cee cee eee BLOS 
Noshi—Filature, Good ......... 06. ...c00 00. 100 
Noshi—Oshu, West... ccc. ccc cee cee cee neeeeeeee BIO 
Noshi—Oslrea, Ciao) crcccese-cseccersecvesee sce 108 
Noshi—Oshu, Meclisnn .........cescecceeceeeee 100 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best ...... Pen 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good ... 0... cc eee 5S 
NoshimBushu, Best 00... ....c ccc sce ceceee eee 105 
NoshimHushu, Good occ eeece eee OS 
NoshimBushu, Mediwir..........cssseeeereeee QO 
NoshimJoshu, Goud ... 0.0... cece ceeseeeeeene 60 
Mantis fos, Fale .isiecccscivcssseurews  §§ 
Kihiso——Filature, West 0. ....ceccesee eee eeeeee 85 
Kibiso—Filature, Seconds ......... > 


TEA. 


to 110 
to 105 
tours 
to t10 
to 105 


to 65 
to 110 
to 100 
to 924 
to 65 
to 574 
to go 
to 80 





facfarlane’s Castings, 
PLAIN AND ORNAMENTAL, OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 


‘* SHARP, CLEAN, AND FULL OF CHARACTER.” 
ORNAMENTAL CONSTRUCTIVE WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 
VERANDAHS, BALCONIES, BANDSTANDS, ARCADES, KIOSKS, CONSERVATORIES, ROOFS, 


RAILWAY STATIONS, BARRACKS, FACTORIES, PUBLIC WORKS, MARKETS, &c. 





ELECTRIC LIGHT PILLARS, BRACKETS, AND WIRE WAYS. 
NUMEROUS HEIGHTS AND DESIGNS TO SUIT THE DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS, 


Not quite so much done of late, Medium grades MACFARLANE'S GLASS ENAMELLED DRAIN AND SOIL PIPES, A SPECIALITY. 


giving way in price to some extent, 


Settlements 


to date 120,000 piculs against 150,000 last year. 
Market closes quiet with the turn in favour of 


buyers, Second crop leaf beginning to come in 
fromm the country now. 
QUOTATIONS. 
CO RREIIE ii ces wianca netics int exnica ap teens cence BOE 40 Bae 
CNOR cecicndibrensessee nn acess se dames 80 UO 29 
PERE oes nce iiss ses 080 20s cco sen sonnee 23 lo a4 
REIN oaiens ce terenes oe con suecaphes 20 to 22 
Good Medium _ ..........04. 18 to 19 
CE OINOGS ies isk secedtcesinveit tesstdnieentwense #7 80 48 
C50 CORON ssicikens siscets acercssrnestichices 15°40 6 
CCONWION) 56: cassneansssescssrceisensiigaibaiassindensys ARVER, Ug 
EXCHANGE. 


Very steady. 
Sterling—Bank T.T. 


a -—— 


On Paris—Bank sight ....... 


On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sig hit 
On Hongkong—Bank sight... 


On Shanghai—Banuk sight: .........06. 


Bills on demar 
4 months’ sight ,.. 
— Private 4 months’ sight,,. 
6 months’ sight... 


ida 


. 2/2tot2 
2/2$tott 
2/2%toz 
2/3 107, 
2/34to53- 
- 2.79t080 
2.832to4 


mie gtod /.d. 


— Private rodays’sight.13t01}°, d. 


-— Private 10 days’ sight... 


On India—Bank sight ......... 


— Private 30 days’ sight...... 


On America—Bank Bills on demand., 


722 
73% 
188} 
190} 
54 


— Private 4 months’ sight 56 


On Germany—Bank sight 


coe cov ces 0002.85 106 


_ Private 4 months’ sight2.30to} 
Bar Silver (London) SOF See eee Eee See eee eee 31y; 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, June 18th. 


The Hongkong share market experienced the 
following changes from the 6th to the gth inst. :— 


6th June. 
H. & S. Banks... 185°/, Sellers 
Yangtsze Insur- 

BNCE ccocccccsoes $147.50 Sellers 
Canton Insurance $200 Sellers 
China Fires ,..... $93.50 Sales 
H.C. & M. Steam- 

boats eeeceeeearees $34 Buyers 
IndoeChinas ...... $68 Sales 
China & Manilas, $67.50Sales 
Douglas Steam- 

SUDE Xcrcccienses $62.50 Sales 
Luzon Sugars ,., $62 Buyers 
Panjom Mines. $15.50 Sellers 
Punjom Prefer- 


SNCO <caseisione .» $3-90 Sales 
New Balmorals.. $3.25 Sales 
Raub Mines ...... $5.50 Nominal 


H. & W. Docks. 184°/, Sellers 
H. & K. Wharf. $48 Buyers 
Hongkong Lands $71 Buyers 
Kowloon Lands. $19 Sellers 
Green Islands ... $16.50 Buyers 
A. S. Watsons,,, $12.75 Sellers 
H, G. Browns... $5 25 Buyers 
Hongkong Elec- 

CRIED siisssdbesin $7 Buyers 
Hongkong Ropes.$120 Buyers 
Geo. Fenwicks,., $26 Buyers 
S.C. Farnham & sth June, 

Co. peeveesaseeeres T. 205 
Boyd & Co. ...... T. 207.50 
Yangtsze Insu- 

TANCE wcccccvecves $142.50 
Major Bros ,..,.. T. 42 
Shanghai Lankats T. 700 


th June. 
I 85.50°/, 


ne 
9 Sales 


$140 Sellers 
$197.50 Sellers 
$95 Sales 


$34.25 Sellers 
$65 Buyers 
$69 Buyers 


$64 Sellers 
$64 Buyers 
$15 Buyers 


$3.80 Buyers 
$3.15 Buyers 
$5.25 Sellers 
183°/, Sales 
$51 Sellers. 
$71.50 Sales 
$18 Sellers 
$17.25 Buyers 
$12.50 Sellers 
$5.50 Buyers 


$7.26 Buyers 

$122 Buyers 

$27 Buyers 
zath June. 


T. 207.50 


T. 210 
$130 
T. 44 
T. 675 


Local shares still remain unchanged, all with 


byyers at quotations. 


"Digitized by Coc gle 





TWO GOLD MEDALS, CALCUTTA EXHIBITION. 
Illustrated CATALOGUES, Price Lists, and Estimates on application. 


WALTER MACFARLANE & Co., Glasgow, Scotland. 


DE TRAVAUX 
DYLE ET BACALAN 


Capital : £ 300,000 
lead Office: 15, Avenue Matignon, Paris 


SOCIETE ANONYME 


<< 


= = 7 Bae) 4 
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WORKS IN EUROPE: 
at Bordeaux (BACALAN), France 


: : — z at Louvain (DYLE), Belgium 
Railways and Tramways, Plant and Rolling Stock, Carriages and Waggons, Wheels, Wheels | 
and Axles combined, Permanent Bridges for Railways, Permanent and portables (démon- 


tables) Bridges for Roads, Girders and metallic Frames, Steam Launches and Steamboats, 
Boilers and Steam Engines, Dredgers. 
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The most Effective Skin 
Purifying and Beautifying 
Soap in the World. 

The Purest, Sweetest, and 
Most Refreshing for Toilet 
Bath and Nursery. 

For Pimples, Blackheads 
Red, Rough, Oily Skin 
and Baby Blemishes, 

For Red, Rough Hands 
Shapeless Nails and 
Painful Finger Ends, 

For Irritations of the Scalp 
with Dry, Thin, and Falling 
Hair it is wonderful. 


Bale greater than the combined sales of all other skin and complexion soaps, both foreign 
and domestic. Sold throughout the world. British depot: F. Newsery & Sons, 1 
Edward-at., London,E.C. Potrrer Dave anp CuEx, Cour., Sole Proprietors, Boston, U. 
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ARTIFICIAL PERFUMES. [LKMAIT)) 


CAUTION! 
BRAND 


CONDENSED MILK 


their customers against the Artificial 
Chemical Perfumes at present so exten- 
sively offered. Though strong they are 
= he “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
a contain ali the cream of the original milk. 
‘CONDENSED MILEY tn the process of manufacture nothing but 
: 4 Me ; 
























nasty, and from a hygienic point of view 
their use is to be strongly deprecated. 

water is removed, nothing but the best 
j refined sugar added. 


ATKINSON'S ‘‘ NATURAL” PERFUMES 
Avoid low-priced brands from which the 


are made from flowers, and possess all their 
natural fresh sweetness. They cannot be sur- 
4 cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 


passed either in ee or strength, 
ATKINSON'S WHITE ROSE.” 
Matheson & Grant, 
: 3 purposes. 
13, Walbrook, ——_—— Sr ae 


“A charming Scent.” —H.R.H. The Duchess of York, 
J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond Street, London. 
London, Engila nd. AIC CHDK 











The Physician’s Cure 
. for Gout, Rheumatic 
.| Gout and Gravel; the 


Zh Z vy) safestand most gentle 
TEE EE: Me wi . 


PP ae Le oral 4? rd 2 Medicine for Infants, 
The Universal Remedy for Acidity of the Stomach, Children, Delicate Fe- 
Railway & Tramway Material. Headache, Hearfburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, ™#les, and the Sict» 


Bilious Affections. ness of Pregnancy. 
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Machinery. 





Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. MAGN Ee Dahl ER SH 
‘ ‘ NSS nee OLDS Sold Throughout the World, 
Electric Lighting. N.B.—ASK FOR DINNEFORD’S MAGNESIA. _ 


Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 


Indents cf all kinds executed. 
Al and ABC Codes. 
Telegraphic Address; ‘‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME) |, ; 
HOLLOWAY’'S PILLS. THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS. 


| arp sehr suffering from weak or debilitated 
constitutions will discover that by the use 

of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 

forall.” The bloodis the fountain of life, and its " 
urity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. rT; : 

os on Barer, in his _— me hn “The _ eet I ncomparable in Popularity AS 

taries in ssinia,” says—‘'l ordered the dragoman Mahomet 


to inform the Fakir that I was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In | 


s e ”? 
short Wie tad many, apmicans, to whom teed ote) 7) Purity. —BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. 
plorer, as, een A unmistakable purgative properties, they 


create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satistes 
them of their value,’’ 











SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT SOLE AGENTS: 
Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and ulcerations BUTTHRETwtsD aS SW ik E, Xf 


of allkinds. It acts miraculously in healing ulcerations, curing 
skin iseases, and’‘in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

Mr, J. T. Coorsr, in his account of his extraordinary travels YO KOH AMA 
in China, published in 1871, says—‘‘ I had with me a quantity of : 
Holloway’s Ointment. I gave some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Oir,tment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that | was obliged to lock.up 
the small remaining ‘‘stock.”’ 

Sold by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 
World. May sat, wor, 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 





Tur Nippon was released from suspension on 
the 23rd inst. —_—_— 
Ligut. Gunyjr left Tokyo by train on the 21st 
inst., for Eturup, ———— 


Tuer yatch race on Saturday for the 17-raters, 
was won by the Vega. 


Tue British Government has withdrawn its 
Education Bill for the present. 


REBELLION has broken out again in Korea. 
The Conservative faction is paramount. 


_ Tue rebellion in Korea is gaining such strength 
* that the Government is at a loss to quell it. 


Mr. Nona Taxao, of the Hakodate Customs, is |' 


appointed Director of the Nagasaki Customs. 


Baron Iwasakt Hisaya intends having a tele- 
graph office erected at his private residence at 
Yushima, 
Baron Nisut, Japanese Minister to Russia, is, 
expected to return to Tokyo in the latter part of 
August. a 


Tue Italian Chamber has authorised the trial 






















of General Baratieri for his conduct at the battle 
of Adowa. ee 


Tue heavy rains of the roth instant have caused 


some of the rivers in Gifu Prefecture to over- 
flow. —_—_—_——— 


AT the beginning of the month a terrible storm 
devastated the Loochoo group, causing much 
loss of life. ——— 


It is feared that the crop of cocoons in Nagano 


Prefecture this year will be only about half that 
of an average year. 


Tue value of land in one part of Omori has 


risen by 3 or 4 yen per ésubo as the result of a 
purchase by a big capitalist. 


EARLY 30,000 persons have lost their lives in 
he great disaster in the north-eastern pro- 
inces of the main island of Japan. 


Tue bankers and merchants of Barcelona have 


purchased a cruiser built in Italy and have pre- 
sented it as an addition to the Italian navy. 


Mr. Hara Ket, the newly-appointed Minister 
to Korea, left Tokyo for Sul on the 23rd inst. 
He was received in audience on the rgth inst. 


On the 27th inst., at the Seishoji temple, a 
grand mass will be said for the repose of the 
souls of those who lost their lives in the recent 
disaster, 
Mr. Saxat Toyoxicni, of the Flour Manufac- 
turing Company, and Mr. Suzuki Yosaburo, of 
the Sugar Manufacturing Company, will shortly 
make a business tour through England. 





A Goon baseball game was played on Wednes- 
day between a team from the U.S.S. Detroit 
and a nine comprising local players and men 
from the U.S.S. Olympia. 


NE hundsed.and fifty-five convicts who were 
let out of the jail at Okachi when the tidal- wave 
broke over the town on the 15th inst., returned 
o the Miyagi jail on the roth inst. 


On the 18th instant, Count Itagaki and suite 
inspected the jails at Osaka for three hours. 
He informed the officials of the points requir- 
ing improvement in the prison system. 


Tue Emperor and Empress have made a muni- 
ficent donation to the relief funds in the devas. 
tated districts of Iwate, Miyagi and Aomori 
Prefectures; Jhe-MHtteuilamily bave contributed 
$15,000- 
PROVISIONAL Charters have been granted to the 
Busho Railway (Hachioji to Takasaki); the 
Hanno and Kawagoye; the Jo-bu Railway 
(Omiya-Kumagai); and the To bu Railway 
(Senju to Ashikaga). 
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RearR ADMIRAL Ox ay, the second-in-command 
of the British Fleet in these waters, left Eng- 
land in H.M.S. Grafton on June rith, Ad- 
miral Fremantle has been appointed Admiral 
Superintendant at Devonport. 


.L.H. tHe Emprror, who is greatly grieved 
tthe recent disaster in the North, makes close 
uquiry for every report reaching the Palace 
rom the Governors of the three prefectures of 
liyagi, Aomori, and Iwate. 


Tue sugar merchants of Tokyo are arranging 


to float an Imperial Sugar Company with a 


capital ofa million yen. They will buy some 
ground now occupied by the Sapporo Sugar 
Manufacturing Company at Shinagawa. 


Tux funds entrusted to two of the foreign 
newspapers in Yokohama by the foreign com- 
munities of Yokohama and Tokyo, will be 


Google 


distributed among the distressed people by the 
Rev. J. G. Cleveland, D.D., the Rev. W. S. 
Worden, M.D., and the Rev. A. A. Bennett. 


A REBRLIION has broken out in Mashonaland 
and is spreading to the vicinity of Salisbury, the 
capital. Troops from the Cape and Mafeking 
were ordered to Mashonaland: they have met 
the rebels and defeated them severely. 


ProF. Joun Mitnz is busily engaged in carry- 
ing on seismological experiments in England. 
His latest idea was to march 100 men up and 
down the level grounds of the Observatory at 
Oxford, to test the earth’s resistance to the im- 
pact of such a solid force. 


In thé disastrous earthquake of 1892 in the five 
prefectures of Aichi (Nagoya), Gifu, Miye, 
Shiga, and Toyama, the deaths totalled 7,247, 
and the injured 12,611. The present disaster 
in the three prefectures of Iwate, Miyagi, and 
Aomori, involved the death of over 28,000 
people. -_ 

Dr. Lryps, Secretary of State for the Trans- 
vaal, bas wired to Mr. Chamberlain pressing 
upon the British Government to prosecute 
Messrs. Cecil Rhodes, Lionel Harris, and Alfred 
Beit, and urging the transfer of the Chartered 
Company’s territory to Imperil rule. 


Tue Monroe Doctrine is a plank in the Re- 
publican platform with a very emphatic declara- 
tion that under no pretext will any increase of 
the present European dominion in America be 
permitted. Hopes are also expressed of the 
eventual entire withdrawal of European rule 
from America. 


Mr. Surmapzu YADAHIRO, the father of Count - 


Shimadza Tadasuke, who died on the 2oth inst., 
was born on March 27th, 1828. He was a 
great Chinese scholar and a distinguished man 
of letters. He played a conspicuous part in the 
early days of foreign intercourse, and was a close 
friend of Sir Rutherford Alcock and Sir Harry 
Parkes. —_——_—. 


A GREAT deal of work is required on the seven 
rivers of Nagano Ken, namely the Chikuma, 
Tenryu, Sai, Takase, Azuma, Narai, and Mitsa- 
mine. The surveys will be completed by the 
15th of July, and the Local Assembly will then 
hold a meeting to vote the amount of money re- 
quired, yen 1,955,871.87. Out of this amount 
the State contributes yen 754,129.15. The work 
will take eight years to complete, 


Business has been very dull this week in all 
articles of import, but more especially in Yarns 
and Grey-goods. Féncies have moved a little, 
and there has been a trifling demand for Wool- 
lens, but nothing to speak of. Buyers have ap- 
parently overloaded themselves with Iron, especi- 
ally with contracts to arrive, and there is con- 
sequently no spot business to be done. The 
outlook for Kerosene is said to be brighter 
notwithstanding the meagre sales and large 
arrivals, There has been but a poor trade doing 
in Brown Sugars, and holders of China sorts 
have lowered their figures, though only in- 
significant sales were attracted. Nothing is 
doing in Formosa and Manila sorts, but in 
White Refined a better tone prevails. Holders 
of old Silk have stopped offering their stock 
and no business is to be reported. Some small 
parcels of the new Crop have arrived and one 
or two are said to have sold at $730. There is 
a small daily business in Waste, and the old 
stock is now down to 4,000 piculs. A mode- 
rate business has been done in first Crop Medium 
and Fine Teas, although second Crop pickings 
are now coming in freely. Settlements to date 
are quile 30,000 piculs behind those of last year. 
Exchange continues steady. 
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THE SPIRIT OF THE VERNACULAR 


PRESS DURING TRE WEEK. 
———— 

The press writes with deep compassion about 
the catastrophe that has overtaken the people 
on the Pacific coast of north-eastern Japan. It 
urges the Government and the nation to spare 
no exertion for alleviating the misery of the 
sufferers. The ¥é/7 specially seeks to call the 
attention of rich people to the affair, and advises 
them, regardless of anything the Government 
may do, to extend help to their unfortunate 
fellow-countrymen. If they are willing to spare, 
say, one per cent. of their recent investments, in 
manufactures and other enterprises, which in- 
vestments aggregate 500 million yes, ample funds 
would be provided. 


* * 

The censorious Kokuméin thinks that it has 
detected something amiss in the proceedings of 
the Home Minister in connection with the 
calamity in the north, and attempts to discredit 
him in the eyes of the public. Its contention is 
that Count Itagaki agreed to be welcomed and 
hospitably entertained by the people of 
the Kei-Han districts, while the calamity in 
the north urgently demanded his close attention. 
It was 13 hours after the occurrence df the 
calamity thatthe Home Minister started on his 
tour of official inspection in Osaka and its 
vicinity ; that is to say, he set out after the 
receipt of telegraphic despatches from the Go- 
vernors of the devastated districts. When the 
Minister was in Kobe intelligence must have 
reached him that the deaths caused by the 
seismic-wave totalled over 10,000; and still 
more alarming news must have come to hand 
while he was inspecting the Prison at Osaka. 
He then knew that more than twenty thousand 
people had been killed. But it was not until 
after he had received the third and most shock- 
ing intelligence, by which the deaths were esti- 
mated at 30,000, that he thought fit to return to 
Tokyo, with the view of proceeding to the scene 
of the disaster. Such perfunctory action is 
entirely unbecoming in a Home Minister, and 
positively irreconciliable with the responsibili- 
ties of his official position. Our readers will 
observe that the AXogumin writes simply from 
conjecture as to whether the Home Minister 
really received telegraphic despatches from the 
afflicted districts at the dates mentioned. The 
Tokyo Shimbun, on the contrary, alleges that 
not until the zoth inst. was the alarming news 
of over twenty thousand deaths received by the 
Minister in Osaka. 

bd 
* 

The 7772, in two articles, dismisses in vigorous 
terms the question of encouragement to naviga- 
tion. The authorities, it learns, are consider- 
ably troubled about the bounty that will have to 
be paid in connection with the Navigation En- 
couragement Law. Their original estimate of 
a million yes will, in all probability, be increas- 
ed to ten millions. Hence they intend to fall 
back on an expedient provided, by way of 
corollary to the law, in the sense that a steamer, 
in order to become eligible for the bounty, must 
conform with certain qualfications which it is 
within the competence of the Minister of Com- 
munications to specify. The qualification con- 
templated is to restrict the bounty to double 
bottomed ships only. This would indeed be 
an excellent way of shuffling out of the difficulty, 
observes the ¥:/#, for in Japan there are at pre- 
sence very few steamers possessing such a 
qualification. The Zosa Maru, for instance, is 
the only steamer of the kind among all the 
ships owned by the Nippon Yusen Kwaisha. 
(The Fiji is mistaken, we think). Nothing 
would be more extravagant or vexatious than to 
enforce such a restriction. It would be as 
though a man having announced his intention 
of giving alms to beggars, should reject every 
applicant who did not come in uniform and 
with a brocade bag to receive the gift of rice. 
Japan must be a maritime Power, and the 
occasion for her to realize that great aspiration 
is now plainly in view. Even foreign shippers, 


who used to regard Japan with contempt, now 
i For instance, 
the Shippers Union in Yokohama at first sneered 


consider her a formidable rival, 


eo 





at the Yusen Kaisha when it opened its Bombay 


service, but that mood was subsequently re- 
placed by one of apprehension and respect, and 
when the same company opened its European 
line, they invited it to join their union. They 
must have thought that the encouragement pro- 
mised by the new law to navigation undertaken 
by Japanese, would act potently in developing 


Japanese maritime enterprise, and that it would 


be better to conciliate the favour of Japanese 
shippers than to compete with them at heavy 
loss. That notion was entirely rational. Judg- 
ing from present prospects, maritime business 
in Japan is evidently destined to make wonderful 
progress. The Government, however, does not 
seem to regard the prospect with complacency. 
If, asks the Fiji, the bounty is likely to exceed 
the original estimate why does not the Govern- 
ment boldly take steps to meet the occasion. 
Its plain duty isto courageously and with dona 


fides adopt the policy of finding funds to defray 


the unexpected but most useful outlay. A 
bounty of ro million yen a year does not really 
signify much, supposing that the payment con- 
tinues for the space of a decade. The people 
are willing to bear that burden in view of the 
highly desirable ends to be attained, and are 
rich enough to furnish the money. If, instead 


of taking a manly and far-sighted course, the 


Government resort to the subterfuge of apply- 
ing an unlooked for restriction, the spirit of the 
law will be entirely perverted, and the intention 
of the Diet’s legislation will be wholly defeated, 
Much better would it be to abolish the law, for 
the people have their own opinion about it, and 
will act up to thatopinion. In short, the Au- 
thorities must deal with the matter resolutely 
and liberally, and abide the consequences. 
a @ 

The departure of Count Mutsu for Hawaii, 
for the purpose of recouping his health, has 
elicited various comments from the Tokyo 
papers. The Afatnichi hopes that his journey 
will lead to full recognition of the rights of 


Japanese emigrants in the Sandwich Islands. 


It recounts many wrongs to which, it alleges, 
Japanese emigrants have been subjected since 
the downfall of the Hawaiian Kingdom, for 
it was between the Royal Government and 
Japan that the original contract relating to 
the emigration of Japanese labourers had been 
concluded. The so-called “ wrongs” cited 
by the Mainichi are reduction of wages and 
deprivation of the franchise, which was at first 
accorded to Japanese emigrants just as to 
Europeans and Americans. After expressing 
surprise at the indifference shown by the Japa- 
nese Government while its people abroad are 
subjected with impunity to these disabilities and 
injustices, the Mainichi trusts that the ex- 
Foreign Minister will observe the actual state 
of affairs in Hawaii, and will pave the way to 
recovering for Japanese subjects in the islands 
their rights and privileges. 
* . * 

The Xokumin has some still more remark- 
able articles. The departure of the Count for 
Hawaii is understood by it as being closely con- 
nected with the Korean policy of Japan. It dis- 
cusses the subject in three essays, one devoted 
to ‘the journey of the Count ;” another to ‘ the 
change of Japan’s Korean Policy,” and the third, 
to the return of Marshal Yamagata.” In these 
three articles it examines the question of 
Japan's relations with America and Russia, 
especially in respect of her attitude towards 
Korea. This empire, writes the Kokumin, 
greatly alieniated the good feeling of America 
by treating her with indifference, under the 
fatally erroneous impression that the foreign 
policy of the United States is based strictly on 
the principle of not interfering in the affairs of 
other countries. The umbrage that Japan’s 
attitude towards America has given the latter, 
must have done much injury to this country, 


between itand Korea and China. Hence the re- 


lation between the two trans-Pacific Powers may 
be assumed to beina very critical state. A colli- 


ex-Foreign Minister for Honolulu is not to re- 


Google- 


of Russia by the aid of America. 
and second 
jurious, and ought not to be attempted. But if 
the object of the journey concerns the last point 
the issue will be interesting, for it will settle the 
question of the Count’s remaining in the Cabi- 
nel or severing his connection with it. 


as, for instance, in connection with affairs. 





sion seemsimminent with Hawaii, and the cabinet 
being very much alarmed, the departure of the 


coup his health so much as tu restore the old 
friendly relations. The KXoknamin can not say 
whether Count Mutsu’s departure was the result 
of a conference between him and the Cabinet, 
or whether it was an outcome of his own inde- 
pendent action. The questions that naturally 


arise in connection with Count Mutsu’s travel 
are three; namely, whether its object is first, 


to conciliate the good will of America; second- 
ly, to smoothe the relations between Japan 
and Russia by means of America’s kind in- 
tercession; or, thirdly, to thwart the action 
The first 


would be useless, or even in- 


ae 


In a second article, the same paper discusses 


the Korean Policy of Japan, which it believes 
lo be undergoing a change, chiefly because 


Japan is recovering from her hasty over-estimate 


of Russia’s power, and, with the disappearance 
of her Russia-phobia, she has conceived a de- 
sire to treat the Korean question in céoperation 


with Awexica. Itisin consequence of that change 
in the Korean policy of Japan that Pak Yong- 
ho has determined to return to Sdul, despite the 
risk attending that step. Such a new policy is 
critjcized by our contemporary as being unlikely 
to bear any fruit and entirely ill-conceived, for 
a salisfactory arrangement of the Korean pro- 
blem, that is to say, an arrangement not dis- 


advantageous to Japan, can be brought about 
by a fiem alliance with England, and by that 
alone. Japan’s relations with Amesica are alto- ~ 
gether secondary. 
concludes that the change to a ‘‘ cat-eyed fureign 
policy’ is doomed to failure. 


Hence onr contemporary 


The return of Marshal Yamagata is the last 


topic that the paper discusses in the above con- 
text, 


ool reception, it says, that the representative 
rity amen met with in Russia probably- 


Its remarks are very outspoken. The 


Constitutes one of thé causes that have led 
the Jupanese Government to abandon the 


idea of effecting a rapproachment with Rus- 
sia. 


It would be very interesting to know 
that inhospitable treatment has 
had upon the pro-Russian proclivities of 
the Marshal. He is a man keenly sensi- 
tive to honour and dignity, and it is but 
natural that his sensibility should have been 
greatly hurt at being subjected to such cool 
treatment in Russia whither he went in the capa- 
city of Japanese representative. The eagerness 
with which the public await the return of the 
Marshal is produced by a desire to learn whe- 


what effect 


4 


ther his Russo-phile sentiments are still un- 4, 


changed, and is further prompted by the hope 
of seeing some desirable changes effected in the 
domestic and foreign policy of the Government. 
* 
*" © 
The Nicht Nichi speaks in a warning strain 
about post-bellum economic measures. It ob- 


impression that a great economic change may 
come over a nation owing to the sudden occur- 
rence of a‘serious crisis. For example, people 
allege that, in the Franco-German War, Ger- 
many was beaten by France in the subsequent 
economic struggle, and that whereas victory de- 
ranged the economy of the former, defeat tended 
to better arrange that of the latter. These super- 
ficial thinkers are evidently blind to the fact 
that the present economic prosperity of Germany 
is entirely due to her victory, while the un- 
diminished wealth of France is due to the spirit 
of thrift and diligence that her people developed 
some two decades before the outbreak of the 
War. In organizing and promoting post-bellum 
economic measures, men should always bear in 
mind that success depends much upon their 
own independent endeavours and upon the 
natural course of events. It is not wise to ex- 
pect much from the Government. This point 
does not seem to be duly appreciated, for nota 
few enterprises appear to be started merely with 
the view of obtaining subsides from the Trea- 


serves that the public seem to labour under the 


weyers slime, 
ime my 
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sury. Projectors of that kind do not act as 
units of a victorious nation should act. 
* 

The dread with which people’ regard the pro- 
spect of Mr. MacKinley’s nomination as Presi- 
dent, in Consequence of the probable enforce- 
ment of a high protective tariff, is considered by 
the Fi7é to be more of a chimera than reality. 
Itassures Japanese manufacturers and mer- 
chants that announcements made by a can- 
didate when canvassing for votes, are always 
over-coloured, and rarely carried into practice 
when the candidate has obtained the coveted 
position. The same will be the case with 
MacKinley. 

ay 

The Shogyo suggests that the unjust ob- 
stinacy of China in not concluding the 
Commercial Treaty, as she is pledged by the 
Shimonoseki Treaty, is unpardonable as a ques- 
tion of national right, but may not be entirely 
devoid of benefit considered from the stand- 
point of commerce and manufacture. Suppose 
that goods manufactured by aliens on Chinese 
soil be exempted, as the Shimonoseki Treaty 
provides, from the imposition of special duties, 
will that be really conclusive to the development 


of Japanese commerce and manufacture where’ 


China’s markets are in question? Would not 
Japanese capitalists, in that event, be obliged to 
compete direct with foreign capitalists who can 
employ cheap capital and can engage skilled me- 
chanics? Suppose, on the other hand, that owing 
to China’s stubborn insistence in imposing heavy 
transit duties on goods manufactured by aliens 
in her dominions, both Japanese and western 
capitalists are deterred from starting factories 
in China, will not the result be that all foreign 
goods needed by the Chinese people must be 
imported from the respective places of manu- 
facture? Were that so, many factors would 
contribute to give an advantage to Japanese ex- 
porters and manufacturers over their European 
and American rivals, and thus it is not unlikely 
that, though China’s unjust obstinacy may seri- 
ously interfere with the enterprises of a small 
number of capitalists, it may in the main tend 
to promote Japan’s commerce with her neigh- 


bour. The question is worthy of serious con- 
sideration by those concerned. 
* 
* * 


After having been suspended for the space 
of a week, the Wippon re-appeared on the 23th 
inst., naturally in a very bad humour with the 
Home Minister and his Party, the Radicals. 





EDITORIAL NOTES. 





PREMONITIONS OF DANGER. 


NOTWITHSTANDING the great strides that Science 
has taken along the multitudinous paths and 
by-paths of development in the latter half of the 
nineteenth century, mankind is almost as poorly 
off as ever for methods of predicting, and there- 
by anticipating, some of the gigantic convulsions 
of nature that periodically bring death and 
wholesale destruction in their train. Meteor- 
ology, for instance, is far from being an 
exact science for all its observatories, delicate 
gauges, mathematically correct instruments, 
and the scores of trained intellects that now study 
climatic and weather divergencies all over 
the world. ‘‘ Where the weather is concerned,” 
says a writer in the Aflantic Monthly, ‘it is 
still the unexpected that happens, very much as 
it happened when weather wisdom was made 
up of the results of experience and intuition, 
and prediction still wore the garb of fancy. In- 
deed, in certain periods when the weather tries 
to sound all its stops, and to invent new com- 
binations in the way of blizzards, cyclones, de- 
luges of forty days and forty nights, frosts in 
May, or even halcyon calms, or a stretch of 
idyllic spring in January, the merely scientific 
mind limps after it in vain. In the United 
States alone we have scores of instances. The 
blizzard of March, 1888, came without other 
warning than that of a peculiar appearance in 
the heavens on Sunday noon, as if a black 
band of cloud had been stretched across the 
zenith. The great snowstorms, attended by 


intense cold, which swept over the country in 
February, 1895, breaking the record of winter 
temperature all through the Southern States, 
were left chiefly to herald their own approach ; 
but this they did effectively with sun-dogs and 
halos round the moon so preternaturally lumi- 
nous as to crekhte a weird impression on the 
mind of the most casual spectator. The ter- 
rible Gulf storms of August and October, 1893, 
were also unsignalled, excepted by the bulletins 
they sent forth in the great columns of vapour 
blown up from behind the southern horizon, 
twisted into marvellous shapes under the force 
of a violent wind which belonged only to the 
regions of the upper air. These clouds, re- 
sembling nothing so much as the steam from a 
boiling caldron, altered all the conditions of 
the atmosphere: hills and mountains seemed 
to soar to aerial heights; there was a tremend- 
ous magnification of all distances; any descent 
became a gulf. Even in the latitude of New 
England, no one, after a glance at the sky, 
could have the faintest dowbt that the weather 
was brewing mischief, yet the barometer failed 
to show any remarkable fluctuations.” Japan 
has a precisely similiar experience: most 
of her terrible misfortunes have fallen 
as bolts from a clear sky. Highly train- 
ed observers, here and there, have notic- 
ed that their barometers, or seismometers 
have given slight indications of some terrestial 
disturbance, but to what extent that disturbance 
was likely to develop they knew not. It is 
therefore hardly surprising to read that one of 
the survivors of the terrible disaster in the north- 
eastern provinces, after feeling the first shock of 
earthquake that preceded the onrushing of the 
seismic wave, ‘‘exaiined the barometer kept in 
the inn, but found that it gave no special in- 
dication. Some twenty minutes had elapsed 
fron the time of the first shock when he heard 
a sound as if a violent gale had suddenly begun 
to blow. He looked from the window seawards 
but did not observe anything strange.” It is 
this continued mystery concerning the opera- 
tions of nature in the face of every scientific 
device for comparing and noting each modifica- 
tion, change, and feature, of the atmosphere 
and the earth’s surface that helps to keep alive a 
certain superstitious instinct that finds expression 
in many ‘ weather proverbs ” and old wives pro- 
phecies, more commonly classed as Folk-lore. 


CAREBR OF THE TOKYO WOOLLEN FABRICS 
COMPANY. 

AN account of the interview that the repre- 
sentative of the Orrental Economist had with 
Mr. Miyabe, President of the Tokyo Woollen 
Fabrics Company, conveys some idea of the 
past and future of this indastry in Japan. The 
Company runs by far the most important factory 
of the kind in Japan, but the prosperity that 
it now enjoys is only the fruit of arduous Jabour 
and persistent perseverance. In 1887, Mr. 
Miyabe and some ten other capitalists conceived 
the idea of starling a woollen goods factory, and 
their scheme was carred into effect by the open- 
ing of the factory in July, 1890. At first the 
business was an utter failure, for up to the first 
half of the year 1892, the debit account always 
exceeded the credit, so that shares of 50 yen face 
value fell to 12 ye, with nobody to purchase them 
even at that price. Some people suggested the 
advisability of closing the Factory, but the 
Directors decided to keep it running for a few 
years longer. The policy of the Company was 
modified, to enable it to produce cheaper goods 
in larger quantities. Whether it was due to this 
change or to a more tavourable condition of 
affairs, the credit account was over 1,000 yen 
larger than the debit side in the second half of 
189z. The success thus attained has been 
steadily bettered, as the following figures show:— 


Dividend. Per Share. 

per cent. Yen. 
Ist half of 18Q3.ee.00004 about 2 wa... tase «500 
2ud half of 1893......066 about 4 ..ccooeee 1.000 
Ist half of 1894.....666. ADOUL 4 cecseeeee 1.000 
2nd half of 1894.......0. OVEL — seceoense 2.025 
Ist half of 1895......008 OVER. 825 ccincs 2.700 
2d half of 1895.....000. OVEl 12 ccecceses 3.000 


The primary cause of the troubles from which 
the Factory suffered so long was the inexperience 
of its mechanics, for though the State Woollen 


Google 


Factory at Senju was started about 1877, it con- 
fined itself merely to turning out one or two de- 
scriptions of goods used by the troops, and those 
only on a small scale. That Factory therefore 
did not serve as a training ground for woollen 
weavers, and when the present Company started 
work there were no mechanics who could boast 
of any experience, Since then, however, they 
have become very adept hands, and now are 
able to turn out various kinds of goods, and of 
such excellence as to bear comparison with the 
produce of foreign looms. 


NAGASAKI COALING. 

Tue Nagasaki Shipping List, says:—In a 
recent issue we quoted a paragraph from a 
home paper giving some figures regard- 
ing the coaling of a steamer at the Alexander 
dock, Cardiff. The writer of the paragraph in 
question stated that a world’s record had been 
unquestionably established. The vessel, the 
Algoa, had taken on board 11,671 tons of coal 
and coke in 43 hours. Of course most of this 
was cargo, and the ship lay in a basin where 
railway trucks can come up alongside and all 
modern appliances for speedy loading are found. 
Good as this is it has been practically beaten 
here in Nagasaki, where the coal has to be carri- 
ed from the godowns to the lighters, taken 
alongside the vessel, handed up her sides in 
small baskets, and then stowed in the bunkers ; 
not by able bodied coal-heavers but by men, 
women, and children. On one occasion the 
Empress of Fapan took in 1,800 tons in 10 
hours; on another the kmpress of China took 
2,116 tons in 8 hours; while the Asagao 
once got 3,500 tons aboard in 14 hours. Of 
course the Cardiff work when taken at tke rate 
of tons per hour beats that of Nagasnki, but by 
a very slight amount, and the tremendous dif- 
ference between dumping coal down a hatch 
and trimming it away, as down in Cardiff, and 
carrying it in baskets to the bunkers as done 
here may easily be seen by the time taken over 
the bunker coal of the A/goa, where the ship- 
ping of 1,452 tons took 20 hours; that is at the 
rate of about 72} tons per hour. In the case 
of the Lmpress of China it was taken at the 
rate of 2644 tons per hour and in that of the 
Asagao, 250 tons. These figures speak for 
themselves. 


LITERARY ICONOCLASM, 


So many of our most revered idols have been 
ruthlessly torn from their pedestals and cast 
in the dust by the ruthless critics of the nine- 
teenth century, that we are scarcely surprised 
to find even the Greek and Latin classics ex- 
posed now to that danger. Inthe Leterary 
Digest of May 23rd we read :—‘*In the seven- 
teenth century Father Hardouin, a French Jesuit, 
maintained that the great majority of what we 
consider to be-the Greek and Latin classics are 
in reality forgeries, the work of medieval monks. 
This view has met with no acceptance among 
scholars, but it has recently been revived, at 
least so far as concerns the Latin historian 
Tacitus, and supported by able arguments, if we 
are to believe a wriler in L’Ermitage, of March, 
who claims that the theory has been unjustly 
neglected by scholars. We quote part of the 


article ” :— 

An Englishman, Ross, in a very curious book 
entitled ‘Tacitus and Bracciolini,’ has advanced the 
idea that the historical works known under the name 
of the Annals and the Histories, and attributed to 
Cornelius ‘S'acitus, are not at all the lost works of this 
illustrious writer, but historic pamphlets against the 
Emperor of Germany written by one of the secretaries 
of Pope Martin V., Poggio Bracciolini, and published 
by him under the name of Tacitus. . . . This 
thesis has been taken up and developed almost to the 
point of demonstration by a French savané, M. 
Hochart, whose two volumes on ‘ The Authenticity 
of the Annals and fistories of ‘I'acitus’ will remain 
as one of the best specimens of that scientific pene. 
tration and that intelligent and fine erudition that 
give to French learning a place apart from that 
of other nations. This work, be it understood, has 
set all the critics by the ears. The professors are 
scandalized that any one should dare to demon- 
strate to them that what they have been taking 
for an original work of the first or second century 
is of the fifteenth century, and they have organiz- 
ed against the author a conspiracy of  silencé.’ 
Nothing is more curious than to see the traces of 
their feeling shown indirectly by a series of little in- 
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voluntary and almost forced admissions, In brief, 
the assertion of M. Hochart remains untouched, and 
a Russian savant is at this moment occupied with 
showing that ifthe ‘De Moribus Germanum’ is a 
work of the fifteenth century, with the authenticity of 
this work disappears all that deplorable theory of the 
pretended regeneration of Roman character by Ger- 
man purity, chastity, and virtue, which has worked so 
much evil in recent years. 


EARTHQUAKE JOHN. 


FurtTHER particulars regarding Prof. Milne’s 
‘‘ experiment with a crowd” are to hand. Says 
an Oxford paper:—An amusing scientific ex- 
periment was made in the University Parks at 
Oxford the other day, by the Savilian professor 
of Astronomy and Professor John Milne, F.R.S., 
who has lately come home from Japan, where 
for many years he had been observing and re- 
cording earthquakes. Since Professor Milne’s 
retarn he has occupied himself by observing the 
minute disturbances which his seismometers can 
detect in our soil, some of which are faint 
echoes of shocks elsewhere, while others are 


* simply motions of the soil due to meteorologi- 


cal causes. During a recent visit to Oxford the 
professor was much struck with the suitability 
of the University Observatory as a site fora 


‘ crucial experiment an.the-beading -of the soil 


under the influence of a load. The best dis- 
possable load, according to the professor, is a 
crowd of human beings; so he begged Pro- 
fessor Turner (the Savilian professor) to collect 
together for him 100 men on the flat grass of 
the park which surrounds his observatory. As 
the result of an appeal in the pages of the 
Magasine, 190 men duly assembled there yester- 


. day morning at 12.15, and with perfect order, 


ae 


+ oP Oe mary, = 


though not without occasional outbursts of 
merriment, the squad was marched up and 
down, and in and out, to the complete satisfac- 
tion of Professor Milne, who carefully watched 
his seismometers on a window-sill of the build- 
ing. The result was declared to justify the pro- 
fessor’s theories on the subject, but details have 
not yet been made known. The “load” con- 
sisted of undergraduates and junior *‘ Dons” of 
a scientific turn of mind. 


THE WAY TO INTERPRET ART. 


Mer. ARTHUR CHAMBERLAIN says:—'' Do not 
insist that the artist shall ‘tell a story’ in his 
picture. There are plenty of stories to be found 
in print. Leave that much-crowded industry to 
writers, Each artist—if he be truly an artist 
—has sought to give some particular effect. 
Try to discover what that effect is, and judge 
the picture by its success or failure in giving it. 
Modern landscape-painting is based upon much 
careful study of out-of-doors, and you will not 
be able to appreciate it unless you are willing to 
take the trouble to look observantly at nature, 
seeking to make some mental record of your 


‘impressions—not half-unconsciously, asa nice 


Jersey cow might gaze at it while calmly rumi- 
nating. The most of us have the vaguest con- 
ception of scenic colouring; and the child with 
his water-colours, painting the grass all green, the 
roads all brown, and the sky and sea one deep, 
ungraduated tone of blue, represents without 
much exaggeration our habitual mental con- 
ception of the glories of earth and sky. Open 


. your eyes, then, and look abroad, if you wish a 


picture-exhibition to be anything more to you 
than a convenient way of getting rid of a spare 
half-hour, leaving you at the end thereof a little 
more bored than at the beginning. . . . Do 
not disdain, either, to let art open your eyes to 
nature. Remember Turner’s reply to the lady 
who objected that she never saw anything like 
his effects: ‘Ah, madame, don’t you wish you 
could!’ There are purple shadows, even though 
the modern impressionist occasionally over- 
emphasizes their intensity. A sunny, flawy day 
will dapple the ocean with more prismatic hues 
than the most daring painter can contrive to put 
on canvas. Take some things on trust until you 
are able to compare them with the reality, and 
you will find that you have a new source of 
pleasure, both in artand nature. ‘One ought 
not to blame the artist if his picture, either in 
colour-scheme or composition, seems at odds 
with reality, if it is not at odds with itself. Ie 
may happen—as in the best of Japanese art— 


| | 


that this seeming carelessness is the result of 
the most careful and loving observation of 
nature, an acquaintance so intimate that the 
artist is able to discard a multitude of details 
and give the one thing he seeks with two or 
three brush-strokes—the sweep of the mountain 
the characteristic massing of twigs on the various 
species of trees, the light-green blurriness of 
early spring foliage, or the pink-and- while loveli- 
ness of blossom time. Study the different 
schools of art. Get acquainted with the styles 
of the different artists. Watch their develop- 
ment, and how it is affected by new theories and 
new methods. Take art seriously and you will 
take it no less gladly ; it will add a new charm to 
life, and artists will bless your name.” 


MONTHLY CUSTOMS RETURNS. 


Tue following is a summary of the Customs 
Returns for May, showing the foreign trade 
of the Empire for the month :— 
1895. 1896, 
SILVER YEN, SILVER YEN, 
Exports .seccoree 9,840,349.470 seovereee 9,370,757.160 
[Mports oeoeceoee 1,021 ,372.740 seeeseere 14,432,390.280 





Total exports and imports.........s00008 23,803,143.440 
Ixcess of imports .....ccsseeees sieenneitin «© =§,061,629.120 
CUSTOMS DUTIES. 











Exports SCCCKCeseeeseseeeseeceteseretesetsessetase 127,956.484 
Imports eeeeesn Coosuteotsses OH eoevescseteasacaeced 356,984.774 
Miscellaneous  ......0008 aaeiieiusVandceasiend 18,178.543 
Total @eeeetcesesesceseeeeeseaseaessers teeoe §03,119.801 
TOTAL VALUB OF EXPORTS TO AND IMPORTS FROM VAKIOUS FORSIGN 
COUNTRIES. 
Exports, Imports, Total. 
Silver Yen. Silver Yen. Silver Yen. 
British India ..........6 360,010.910 3,183,699.140 9,543,710.050 
CRINB. secccrnevcevecevevece se 3,032,328.960 2,003,043.45° 3,035,173.420 
Hongkong...........0c00008 3,3$9,276.240  766,484.780 8,105,761.020 
OPED seccesesseeseeeeceones 215,399.300 3 326,275.570  §41,674.670 
Philippine Istands...... 21,%16.350  228,724.8r0 249,841.160 
Russian Agia. ....00...008 »§ 85.040 $:937-300 =: 8 1362.3. 40 
Annam & otner French 
Drie seiisciccicactaccasve 2,464.60 1(9,294.109  19,738.660 
Siam ....serccsrscrecers vos 315.502 4:316.980 49533.780 
Great Britain ...... 953,055.090 $,094,973-250 4,948,038.840 
France ciccccceccersessccnen 1,500,276.990 791,059.cSO 2,391,336.040 
Germany ....cscesseeeses 399,788.430 1,5%3.441-290 3,9%3,169.780 
Belgium..........cccceseceee 74:042.310  248,973-720 320,616 030 
Switserland.....c.ccccecee 68,027.340  226,231.600  294,258.940 
Btaly <csiccsssessacsesea’ sence 89,259.040 9,685.400 98,945.040 
AUSEIIA .....cecerescreees .»  36,683.000 5.909.360 42, 593.360 
Russia ....cccce cesceecnes i 37,876.500 8,483.060 4°,3§9.s560 
SPAUND: seaciiicicc-cccaseesiace 605.000 4,226.840 4,821.840 
ONON.rercccreccesseseeses 33337-0409 3»7§0-S00 . 
Turkey .....cccccsssessoeees 35777800 10.000 $1787.890 
Denmark. .....ccccssesesees 2,751.§00 $78.200 35329700 
Sweden & Norway ... _ 2,895.9 2,895.830 
Portugal ...ccssersscvosece _ 14395-60 3,395-500 
vores States of Ame- F P 
TICE cos. siccvceascnsacese ces 2,261 «300 12,534-979 3,164,002.270 
Canada & other British ee oe eee a 
America... csccrcooee see 356,623.380 4623.920 16%,235.940 
Australia ......0.ceecee 167,330.950  — 43,298.490 — 230,629.440 
BWALL oo. ..scceeseesesonees 49:759-§80 27-000 49:786,580 
Other Countries......... 87,$40.380  $1,$63.510 592103,890 
Total ..cccoesceccceeee 9s008,037.430 %4,432,980.280 33,434,423.710 
TOTAL VALUE OF EXPORTS AND IMPORTS FROM AND TO RACH PORTS. 
Yokohama..........0000 §,017,428.280 §,483,172.780 10,500,601.060 
Kobe ccccossevsse.cscenens 2,840,484.270 7,904,229.940 20,744,604.210 
Osaka seeeeescosesaeseneces 80,701.740 375,032.040 455,732-780 
Nagasaki ..........00008 4731997739  §993577-450 %,003,§75.280 
Hakodate ......cscs000 77,19%-9 86 020 77:277-780 
Niigata .o.....scesseees 1,998.930 31485 S00 51484.430 
Shimonoseki...,........ 419,032 970 ©=-£30,049.260  $529,081.530 
Oi .ecceceeeees Sieve 291,640.840 _ 20% 640,840 
Hakata ........ _ 6,675.630 6,675.630 
Raratsu oo... .cscsssneee $7,235.000 _ 6,658.000 
Kuchinotsu ............ 155,$54-500 = 156,554.500 
Idgugahaca oo... ae $,001.480 18,341.880 231343-360 
Shishlent....cccccccosoroee 937-060 1,036.500 1,973-$60 
Sasuna ..ircoccrecscceees 265.9$0 §$20.000 73§.950 
Buehekt siscsscscsaricens §,280.560 190.300 $.470 860 
MUPOLAD,.,..ceeseeseevee 28,723.030 om 28,723.030 
URED cocedinsises: < asecee 342303-740 0 | 24 4363-740 
. , Exports..ccccooeee 146,275,920 
Specie and Bullion { Imports..eceseese 8,012,290.450 


"TO tal vcdissecceicsc000 ccccesscuvedccsessece 8,158,566.330 
Excess of imports .sscccsecseeserecesseceesee 7,800,C14.490 
VALUB OF SXPORTS AND IMPORTS BY JAPANESE MERCHANTS AND 

GOVERNMENT. 
Exports esses 2,220,346.890 
Imports ...... 4,726,285.780 
Imported by Government ....ccccccseseeeee 119,102,760 


TABLS SHOWING VALUR OF COMMODITIES EXPORIED FROM AND 
IMPORTED BACH MONTH DURING CURRENT YEAR. 


By Japanese Merchants { 











Exports. Imports. Total. 
JONUALY aoe crcsseoeres 70742,962.350 14,272,188.440 22,015,350.790 
February ....6. 5 cess 10,0637,212.090 11,268,665.160 23,329,876.220 
March ....scsseseeee scoe 99454:041-480 12,644,050.810 23 109 2,290 
ADTil...seccsssersecesscee 9,724,057-750 13,565,481.010 23,289,508.760 
MAY. ssssscccnssssacacccie 9,379 757-260 145432,386-280 23,803,143.440 
Total, cscs 45,353.029.800 66,182,742.709 223,535,777 .500 


REAR-ADMIRAL OXLBY. 
Rear-ApmigaL Cuarces L, Oxtry hoisted his 
flag on board the Graffon at Chatham on the 
7th May. This vessel, which is to be the flag- 
ship of the second-in-command on the China 
Station, left England on June rrth to relieve 
H.M.S. £dgar. 


UNRULY M.P.’S. 


As already announced, the House of Commons 
passed the Agricultural Rating Bill after an all- 


any Googe ——__—$— 


night sitting on the 23rd May. ‘The Govern- 
ment did not obtain its way, however, without 
serious altercation with the Opposition, and 
eventually five members, including Messrs. 
Dillon, Tanner, and Lloyd George, were sus- 
pended for a week for refusing to quit the 
House for the division, as a protest against im- 
posing the closure. 


THE “EDGAR” FUND. 

Tue fund raised for the relief of the widows 
and other relatives of the seamen drowned by 
the capsizing of the boat belonging to the Zdgar 
on the China Station is now definitely closed. 
The sum of £2,600 will, it is expected, be 
handed over to the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Fami- 
lies’ Association to be distributed to those en- 
titled to share in it. 


KOBE AND THB RELIEF FUND. 
Kose has elected a Committee to distribute the 
Relief Fund collected there, and this Committee 
has asked Mr. A.C. Sim to go to the distressed 
districts. This he has consented to do. 


TRINITY CATHEDRAL. 

Tue offertory at Trinity Cathedral, Tokyo, to- 
morrow morning, will be for the relief of the 
sufferers by the Seismic Wave. 





“LE COURRIER DE CHINE.” 
———_e__—_—- 

There have been so many attempis, invariably 
unsuccessful, to maintain French newspapers 
in the Far East, that we can not contemplate 
with great confidence the future of Ze Courrter 
de Chine, which has just been started in Shang- 
hai. The editor is M. R. de Castella, and the 
place of publication, No. 17 Foochow Road. 
Undoubtedly there ought to be room for such 
an enterprise. The French residents of Shang- 
hai alone are sufficiently numerous to form a 
solid clientéle, But visible conditions can not 
always be relied upon in such matters. We 
have only to wait and see, meanwhile wishing 


540] our contemporary a long life and a prosperous. 


As to the quality of the new journal, we have 
frequently observed that there exists no more 
fallacious index of a newspaper’s ultimate tone 
than the contents of the opening number. Its 
columns are always a fragile pavement of good 
intentions, and ils temper has not yet encounter- 
ed the storms of controversy. So we note with 
pleasure, though not without misgivings, our 
new contemporary’s promise:—‘ Dans toute 
discussion, nos efforts tendront toujours a faci- 
liter une solution heureuse et pacifique. Notre 
plume ne ge trempera ni dans du venin, ni 
dans du lait, mais dans de la bonne euncre, 
franche et naturelle.” Moreover, it is to be ob- 
served that not very distant echoes of the tocsin 
of war make themselves audible in the open- 
ing columns of the Courréer. It takes up the 
question of Russia at Chefoo and justly char- 
acterizes it as “(much ado about nothing.” 
Reading our contemporary’s mocking language, 
we recall our own comment made at the time 
of the occurrence, that probably never did Far 
Eastern journals carry their sensational mania 
to a more grotesque extreme than they did when 
they represented Russia as making a naval 
demonstration at Chefoo about the sale of a 
tiny strip of land from which the sea had 
receded. The Courrier also throws its gauntlet 
in the face of the Shanghat Mercury, and if 
that preludes a refined fight, we shall be much 
mistaken. None the less we repeat our con- 
gratulations and good wishes. 








VIRES ACQUIRIT. 
—_—_—__—__¢@—___—_—_ 

The kind of exaggeration that reports under- 
go in their journey East to West is illustrated 
by Mr. O’Kelly’s question to the First Lord of 
the Treasury on the 12th of May. Mr. O'Kelly 
asked ‘‘ whether the First Lord was in position 
to state that the report of the Russians having 
occupied Chefoo was correct or not.” ‘“ Oc- 
cupied Chefoo”! Is not that a marvellous 
rendering of the fact that a little bit of foreshore 
had been lawfully sold to the agent of a Russian 
Steamship Company ? . 


June 27, 1896.] 
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LTHE EARTHQUAKE WAVE. 
——————__»—___—— 
Monday, June 22. 

The destruction of life and property caused 
by the earthquake wave of the 15th instant 
assumes graver proportions with each new 
budget of official intelligence. A telegram from 
-Morioka, under date 2.57 p.m. on the 2oth inst., 
slates the calamity in Iwate Prefecture as fol- 
lows :—Number of towns and villages visited by 
the wave, 7 and 28 respectively ; number of 
persons killed, 25,043 ; number injured, 1,344; 
number of houses swept away or damaged, 
5,030. These appalling totals are thus dis- 

tributed among the various districts :— 
No. of houses 


No.of No.of No.of No. of washed 

District. towns, villages. deaths. injured away or 
persons. damaged. 

Kiseti...scscee I It 6,380 — 1,560 
Minami Hei 2 I 9,134 778 1,664 
Higashi Hei 3 8 7127 382 1,238 
Kita Hei .., — 3 1,037 16 243 
Minami Kube 1 2 1,118 68 245 
Kita Kube.. — i 247 — 80 
Total 0... 7 28 25,043 1,234 5,030 


Telegraphic réports from the Governors of 
Miyagi and Aomori, one under date of the 18th 
instant, and the other, 5 p.m. on the rgth instant, 
are as follows :— 

MOTOYOSHI DISTRICT, MIYAGI. 


Latest census 
for purpose of . 


Name of alae Persons Per- serene 
place. washed drown- sons Popu- 
away. ed. injured, Houses. lation. 
Takekami-muray... 85 421 — 428 3,009 
Koizumi-mura,..... 85 230 — 277 1,921 
Tokuwa-mura vo. 262 823 — 772 5,790 
Oshima-mura ,..... 31 45 — 320 2,630 
Ona-mura ...see00e 83 3290 — 340 2,486 
Shikaariemura,..... 3 6 earies 429 2,761 
Utatsuemura vo. oe ane pike anove 601 4,082 
Shizukawa-muchi..aboveyo — — 805 4,131 


MOMOU DISTRICT. 
Okachi ..... sabove 40 31 51 (Zhorses) 711 4,422 
Funakoshi.. =< 27 missing — — 

OSHIKA DISTRICT. 
Megawa-mura,..... 36 I 


654 44173 


Oura-mura, several houses damaged but no acci- 


dent to life. 
Onmayehama-mura 3 
Tanigawahama- 

MUTA ceccevccccceees 2,469 


Collating these figures, we find that 1,319 

houses were washed away, out of a total of 

5,717; and 2,514 lives were lost and 551 per- 

sons injured, out of a population of 38,574. 
AOMORI PR&FKCTURE. 

According to the latest researches, the deaths 
aggregate 300 ; the injured, 143; the missing, 18; 
the houses swept away or damaged, 4,801, 
besides 4 schools; the boats and fishing im- 
plements washed away, countless. 

Thus the grand totals for the three Prefec- 
tures of Iwate, Miyagi and Aomori stand :— 
Deaths, 27,875 ; persons injured, 1,928 ; houses 
wholly or partially wrecked, 11,153. Such 
figures tell a fearful tale. Since the great earth- 
quake that almost destroyed Yedo, forty years 
ago, no such calamity has overtaken Japan. 

From Morioka the following telegram, dated 
10.13 a.m, on the 20th inst., appears in the 
Tokyo papers :— 

More than 60,000 people are suffering from 
destitution, but owing to defective means of 
communication, much difficully is experienced 
in succouring them. Asa temporary expedient, 
6,500 koku of rice have been procured in Hako- 
date for immediate shipment to the scene of the 
disaster. 

The special correspondents of the F172 send 
the following from Kuji and Kamaishi, the 
former writing under date 3.15 p.m. on the rgth 
inst.; the Jatter, 8.10 p.m, on the same day :— 
More than 150 sufferers, cast ashore upon 
Sankwan island, over 25 miles from Kamaishi, 
have been discovered, and steps are being taken 
to rescue them. 

Ata quarter past 9, on the rsth inst., says the 
correspondent from Kuji, a strong seismic 
shock was felt, and thus was repeated twice at 
an interval of some 13 minutes. About half 
past 7, an appalling sound became audible from 


20 1,(2horses) 381 







anan of the town, 
with three friends who had called upon him, 


ve 


the direction of the sea, and soon afterwards 
mountainous waves, some 50 ft. high, dashed 
into the town and swept inland to a distance of 
2$ miles from the coast. In five minutes or 
thereabouts, these avalanches of water retreated 
to the sea, and immediately after their retreat, 
the people of Yokaichi, situated about 23 miles 
from Kuji hastened to give succour to the suf- 
ferers, taking with them medicines and various 
appliances. The night was pitch dark and the 
rescuing party, led by police-constables and local 
officials, groped their way from place to place, 
guided by the sound of groans. In that way 
many persons were discovered, but they were 
nearly all at the last gasp, and so soon as they 
were lifted up, they expired at once, not even 
having strength to swallow the restoratives put 
into their mouths, The survivors were chiefly 
persons that had taken refuge rapidly upon ad- 
jacent elevations, or had been caught between 
heaps of lumber. Those that fled to the hills 
had to fast for three days. At the time of writ- 
ing, the bodies of the dead were still lying 
on the beach covered hastily with straw mats, 
and already in such a state of decomposition as 
to be very offensive. 


At Shizu, the same correspondent met a party 
of 56 women weeping and wringing their hands. 
When he accosted them, they merely pointed 
to the ruined houses, and cried bitterly, unable 
to utler an intelligible word. He saw at that 
beach marks showing that the waves must have 
reached a height of 56 feet. 

WHAT AN EYE WITNESS SAW. 


The Hoché gives the following account of the 
calamity from an eye-witness who was at the 
Kamaishi Iron Foundry Office on the dreadful 
day. It rained at Kamaishi from noon, and 
before sunset four or five shocks of earthquake 
were felt. At about 8 p,m. an appalling noise, 
as if produced by the simultaneous firing of a 
hundred cannon, was heard from the direction 
of the sea. The captain of a steamer owned 
by the Foundry was on the beach. Startled by 
the booming sounds, he looked sea-ward, 
and saw the surface of the water growing 
rapidly daik and misty. Before he could 
imagine what these phenomena meant, he 
noticed the sea suddenly heave to a vast 
height, and knowing then that a seismic wave 
must be rolling shoreward, he ran away at 
the top of his speed. Overtaken by the waters, 
however, he must have been overwhelmed, had 
he not espied, at that critical moment, a large 
baulk of timber coming down the stream. To 
this he clung with might and main, and was 
ultimately cast ashore at a spot not far off, his 
life being thus almost miraculously saved. The 
waves swept into the town three times in succes- 
sion, the first, however, being the most terrible. 
So appalling was the force of this foremost 
mountain. of wases Wat, in less than two minutes, 


‘all the houses standing in the lower part of the 


town were swept away, and thousands of 
human beings were choked or battered to 
death. Many might have escaped had 
they suspected that a seismic wave was ap- 
proaching. That was the case with the Head- 
Conversing in his house 


he heard the roar of waters, and, accompanied 
by one of his friends, jumped, from the second 
story where they were sitting, and flying towards 
an elevated place, was saved, whereas the other 
two who attempted to descend by the staircase, 


orning, it was found that practically the whole 
wn of Kamaishi had been sweept away, only 
three storehouses being left standing. Four 
steamers:belonging to the Foundry were moored 
close by at the time of the catastrope. They 
were swept landward and now lie among the 
fields at a considerable distance from the coast, 
not having suffered and special injury, however. 
An official of the Foundry, Mr. Akaboshi Takeo, 
saved g persons from drowning. The day was 
the 5th of the 5th month, according to the Old 
alender. Hence the sea side folks, who have 
ot yet adapted all their traditions to the new 
alender, were celebrating the ‘* Girl’s Festival,” 
nd having just finished their feasting; were in a 
ilarious condition, when wholesale destruc- 


vere caught by the waves, and drowned. Next 
t 


Google 


tion overtook them. Those who escaped were 
brought face to face with starvation, for uni- 
versal ruin had fallen upon the district. Pressed 
by hunger, the people devqured, without cooking 
them, fish that had fortunately been thrown 
upon the shore in great quantities. Against the 
terrible tale of deaths have to be set out a few 
narrow escapes. Of those at first reported mis- 
sing, Some were cast ashore by the sea, and sub- 
sequently returned (o their villages, only to find 
them deserted and their families annihilated. 
In Okachi village, for instance, out of 44 men 
whose whereabouts could not be discovered at 
first, about one half were thrown up by the sea 
here and there, and have come back. But 
there is small hope that many more of these 
escapes will swell the record. Some saved 
their lives by breaking through the roofs of their 
houses while the latter were being swept sea- 
ward. These persons generally received more 
or less injury. It has been found necessary to 
amputate limbs in several instances owing {(o 
unavoidable tardiness of treatment. Many 
Yokohama merchants who carried on trans- 
actions in fish manure or other marine products 
obtained along the coast of Rikuzen, Rikuchu, 
and Mutsu, have suffered loss to a greater or 
less degree, and it is believed that the marine 
industry of the district will not be restored to 
its normal condition until three or four years 
have elapsed. 

The Iwate Branch of the Red Cross Society * 
has established a temporary hospital at Shizu- 
gawa, and a number of mounted troops and 
sappers have been despatched from the Sendai 
Garrison to the various scenes of disaster. The 
Tokyo journals have opened subscriptions on 
behalf of the sufferers. The ¥#i has already 


; 


collected about 2,600 yen, the Nicht Nichi, 
above 4,800 yen, and others, smaller sums. The 
two Barons Iwasaki have contributed athousand : 
yen each, 

(FRom a CoRRESPONDENT.) 


The Rev. E. Rothesay Miller, writes us as 
follows:—In the Fapan Mail of June 17th, 
there are telegrams from Japanese papeis in 
which it is reported that a tidal-wave has swept 
the coast of Miyagi and one of the districts of 
Aomori. The fact is that it extended from ,’ 
Hachinohe on the north, to Kinkasan, the Island 
at the entrance of the bay of Sendai, on the south. 
Iam sorry tosay, that from the reports which have 
already come in the destruction wrought by this 
tidal-wave is greater than that of any calamity 
which hasvisited Japan inlate years, notexcepting * 
the great earthquake at Nagoya. Throughout a; 
coast-line of 175 miles in this province, there is; 
scarcely a town or fishing village which has not { 
been more or less damaged. In some cages 
whole villages have been completely obliterated ; 
one place has disappeared beneath the sea, either 
through subsidence, or because the water has 
not receded from the low-land in which the 
village lay. In another place, the water is re- 
ported to have been 80 feet higher than the 
highest tide known. The full reports are not 
in yet, but from what is now known the appal- 
ling record is that 4,917 houses have been 
destroyed and 22,192 persons have disappeared. 
This number is likely to be increased as the 
fuller reports come in, since there are places 
where, though the number of houses destroyed 
is known, those who have perished are not yet 
reported. Out of one little village of 42 houses 
there remain alive only 11 persons. As far as 
is known, the greatest destruction of life seems 
to have taken place at Kamaishi, a town with a 
population of 5,693, which has been almost 
completely wiped out, and the dead are estimated 
at nearly 5,000. Your readers will be grieved 
to learn thatat Kamaishi M. Henri Rispal, of the 
Roman Catholic Mission, perished, and his body 
has not yet been recovered. At different places 
along the coast explosions were heard from the 
sea, and the out-rushing tide was observed, and 
even the lessening of water in wells was noted, 
but these were altributed to the earthquakes 
which have been so frequent during the last few 
days, and the people, being absorbed with a 
festival, no heed was given to the warning, 80 
that when the tidal-wave came rushing in there 
was no time to retreat, but all were overwhelm- 
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ed together. Some indeed did escape, but they 
were mostly fishermen who at the time were out 
in their boats, and as there was no wind or 
storm the great wave passed under their boats 
without doing them any damage. To be sure, 
in such a great destruction of life there may 
be fewer than in recent calamities remaining 
for whom to invoke sweet Saint Charity, 
but it must be remembered that not only have 
these poor people lost their houses and house- 
hold goods, but thousands of dollars’ worth of 
nets and boats have been carried out to sea, 
together with the food of the towns and _ vil- 
lages, so that, as most of the people are 
fishermen, were it not that the Government has 
sent rice by the boat-load many would now be 
starving. The Government offices here seem 
comparatively deserted, so many of the officials 
having been sent to different points along the 
coast. These are gathering details and organi- 
zing relief, but owing to so many of the people 
being killed there is a great dearth of Jabourers 
and a consequent difficulty in transportation, 
which is further embarrassed by the rocky 
character of the coast, so that many detours 
have to be made in following the road, 
and many ups and downs taken in crossing 
the spurs of the high foot-hills. The Govern- 
went is putting forth its energy, but its help is 
to last but 30 days from the time of the disaster. 
Many through the help so received will be able to 
care for themselves, but beyond that short month, 
if private charity does not come to their relief, 
many more will perish. Subscription lists have 
been opened here by the ‘‘ Iwate Kobo ” and by 
the city office, as well as by the Kencho, and the 
latter will have charge of the disbursement of 
the funds. 1 would earnestly appeal to your 
readers not to forget this far away North-East 
coast of Japan but to give of their abundance 
to those whose little all has been swept off by 
the sea. May I ask that you receive subscrip- 
tions for this purpose and forward them to Mr. 
Ichizo Hattori, Governor of Iwate. I expect 
to start for the coast so a8 to report from personal 
observation on the destruction of life and pro- 
perty and the needs of the survivors. 
Tuesday, June 23. 

From an extra issued on Monday by the F#77 
Shimpo we take the following particulars about 
the disasters caused by the seismic wave. 

IWATE. 


At Komoto-mura, Shimobei district, the in- 
habitants were caught by the waves while cele- 
brating the May festival. A hundred and thirty 
houses and 367 people were carried away. A 
hamlet called Otakakabu, that contained 42 
houses, had only one house and 11 persons left 
after the retreat of the waters. Taioi-mura, in 
the same district, contained about 460 houses 
and 2,700 people. Of these all except 70 houses 
or so standing on elevated ground, were swept 
away. The loss of life was appalling, more than 
2,400 persons, including village officials, police, 
and teachers, were drowned, while some 300 
that narrowly escaped the same fate, found them- 
selves face to face with starvation, and had 
no energy to pay the last offices to the remains 
of their kinsmen, but sat stupid and dazed dy 
the calamity. Police and district officials hasten- 
ing to the scene of the disaster, took speedy 
steps to procure food from the neighbourhood, 
and also to dispose of the bodies cast away upon 
the beach. A doctor in Taoi was one of those 
that escaped, but though many of his fellow- 
survivors were suffering from injuries, he could 
not give them the necessary treatment, his 
stock of drugs and instruments being lost. 
Subsequently, procuring what was needed from 
the adjacent town of Miyako, he was able to 
temporarily dress the wounds of the sufferers. 
More than 160 fishermen of the village were at 
sea that evening, and knew nothing of the oc- 
currence until they retarned home late at night, 
and witnessed the awful scene—houses swept 
away or beaten to ruins, wives and children 
dead. A village called Omoye, situated in the 
vicinity of Taoi, was overtaken by a similar- 
ly wholesale disaster, 138 houses being swept 
away and above 700 persons drowned. 

STORIES OF RYE-WITNESSES, 


An eye-witness staying in an inn in Oura- 


mura, Kami-hei district, Iwate, tells the follow- 
ing story:—From about 11 a.m. on the rsth inst., 
heavy rain fell throughout the district, and 
continued till 4.30 p.m. At about half-past 7 
several vertical shocks of earthquake were felt. 
Somewhat alarmed, he examined the baro- 
meter kept in the inn, but it gave no special in- 
dication. Some twenty minutes had elapsed 
from the time of the first shock when he heard 
a sound as if a violent gale had suddenly begun 
to blow. He looked from the window seawards 
but did not observe anything strange. The 
thought then occurred to him that the sound 
might indicate the coming of a seismic wave, 
and without a moment's hesitation he jumped 
from the second story of the house, and 
rushing towards a hill, gained the sum- 
mit. By that time huge billows -were al- 
ready tumbling into the village. Twice the 
mountains of water swept through the streets, 
carrying away more than 30 houses, and reduc- 
ing 8 to ruins, out of a total of about 50. For- 
tunately the casualties to life were comparatively 
small, only some 35 out of a population of 300 
being killed. 

In Tanoura, situated some 24 miles from 
Oura, all the houses, except those standing on 
elevated spots, were washed away, and about go 
per cent. of the inhabitants must have been 
drowned. About half-a mile farther on stood a 
hamlet called Funakoshi. It consisted of go 
houses. Every one of them wassweptaway. A 
traveller passing through the two hamlets, saw 
only 30 young men there. Nota woman or achild 
was visible ; evidently they had all been drowned. 
On the road he observed the corpses of women 
and children, to the number of 33, within the 
short space of about 400 yards. Another half 
mile farther on, a little town called Yamada is 
reached. It had goo houses. Of these 700 
were swept away, and above 3,000 persons are 
estimated to have been killed, and among 200 
survivors the greater part had received more or 
less serious injuries. 

A report from Hakodate says that the water 
rose higher and higher on the beach from 10 
p.m. on the 15th to about 1 a.m. the next day. 
The total rise was about 80 yards beyond the 
usual high-water mark, All the people living 
on the bund carried away their valuabies to 
elevated places; but from about 4 o'clock in 
the morning the sea began to recede, and no 
damage was inflicted. 

AOMORI. 

The $171’s special correspondent writes thus 
from Hachinobe, Aomori Prefecture :—At Mina- 
to, the fishermen at first mistook the sound made 
by the seismic disturbance for the noise of an 
approaching shoal of sardines, but while they 
were rejoicing at the prospect of a large catch, 
the streets suddenly presented a scene of wild 
confusion. Hundreds of people ran Jandwards 
at full speed, screaming in terror that a seismic 
wave was approaching. Six fishermen, who 
happened to be on the beach, were the only per- 
sons drowned, but the damage to fishing nets 
and gear is estimated at about 30,005 pen. 
All along the adjacent coast the take of sar- 
dines had been unusually abundant, and 
the people were in high spirits when the ter- 
rible calamity overtook them. On the coast 
of Aomori the casualities to life have been rela- 
tively small, but hundreds of corpses from Iwate 
Prefecture are being washed up, turning the 
beach into a ghastly charnel house. 

At Kuji the waves swept through the town 
three times in succession within the short period 
of half an hour. In 15 houses all the inmates 
were drowned. The news of the disaster reach- 
ing many folks that had gone to Hokkaido 
to find employment in the herring fishery ; 
they hastened back, only to find their parents, 
wives, and children dead and their homes in 
ruins. According to researches made up to 
the 19th instant, along the coast adjoining Kuji, 
through a distance of some 48 miles, 1,078 
persons have been killed. 

The Ofictal Gasetle’'s report from Aomori, 
dated 5 p.m. on the rgth instant, says that the 
number of persons killed in that prefecture is 
308 ; the number wounded, 143; the number 
missing, 18; and the number of houses washed 
away or wrecked 480. 


Google 


THE EXTENT OF THE*DISASTER. 

It is still difficult to arrive at any exact estimate 
of the total number of casualities. The Vomé- 
urt Shimbun makes the most comprehensive 
statement hitherto published, but we suspect 
that it cannot be regarded as anything more 
than a tolerably close approximation. Accord- 
ing to this statement, the length of coast visited 
by the wave is from 200 to 225 miles, and the 
aggregate number of deaths is_over thirty thou- 
sand. The figures are distributed thus :— 

MIYAGI PREFRCTURE. 

The places that suffered most severely were 
Okachi, Shizukawa, Oya, Utatsu and Karakuwa. 
The record of casualties is :— 


Houses swept away Cee reononeeeeenreseneses 4,586 
Persons killed ..iscceccscerscccenees anceias 14,970 
Persons wounded y.c.cccccscccsseecesecs ‘ie 551 


_ 


LWATE PREFECTURE. 

The places that suffered most severely were 
Kisen-numa, Sakari-machi, Kamaishi and Kujji. 
The record of casualties is :— 


Houses swept AWAY cisccccscscssessecseecs 
Persons killed 
Persons wounded v..sscscosscscescescevesees  1y244 


AOMORI PREFECTURE. 
The places that suffered most severely were 


Minato-mura, Hachinoye, aud Miyako. ‘he 
record of casualties is :— 
Houses swept away or wrecked ......, » 480 
Persons killed (probably) .......cccee ces 326 
Peisons wounded Coo rnc ere rcccccesoresecsnce 143 
HOKKAIDO. 


The places chiefly affected were Horoizumi 
and its vicinity. The record of casualties is :— 


Number of houses wrecked 
Persons killed 


If the above figures be trustworthy, we have, as 
grand totals, 37,490 persons killed; 1,938 
wounded, and 10,111 houses washed away or 
wrecked. We are at a loss to understand, how- 
ever, how the deaths in Miyagi Prefecture can 
have swelled suddenly from 2,514, as reported 
on the 2rst instant, to the Vomiuri’s figure of 
14,970, published on the 22nd. 


Wednesday, June 24, 

The Nichi Nichi Shimbun's special corres- 
pondent reports as follows from Kamaishi, 
under date the rgth instant :— 

Kamaishi was a little sea-side town of 1,105 
houses and 6,529 inhabitants. It faces direct 
towards the Pacific Ocean, and a precipitous 
hill stands just behind it. When, at about half 
past 8 on the evening of the 15th instant, huge 
seismic waves over 70 ft. high were observéd in 
the offing, those that espied them at a distance 
took them for a huge school of whales. The 
prospect of a valuable catch was quickly changed 
into terrified horror when it was perceived what 
the huge black elevations on the surface of the sea 
really meant. In less than a quarter of an hour 
the whole town was literally wiped out of exist- 
ence, 953 dwelling-houses being swept away, 
and 4,985 persons done to a horrible death, 
over 500 also being injured more or less severe- 
ly. Buildings not used for purposes of habita- 
tion were carried out to sea, to the number of 
867, and 176 ships and boats were lifted and 
lodged on the hills or borne out to the ocean. 

The calamity was equally terrific in the vil- 
lages on the shores of Futaishi Bay, some 5 
miles north of Kamaishi. In the village of the 
same name, that had a population of 790 souls, 
only 100 escaped death, while of hundreds of 
houses all but two were carried away or wreck- 
ed. The record of the disaster in the town of 
Yamada is even worse, though relatively 
smaller. The town had 805 houses and 4,387 
inhabitants, and of the latter over a thous- 
and were killed, while those that had nar- 
rowly escaped drowning, fell victims to another 
even more appalling fate. Suffering from 
hunger and cold, they kindled fires in some 
store houses that were left standing, bat owing 
to some carelessness, the flames were commu- 
nicated to the woodwork of one of the build- 
ings and more than 40 people, already half 
dead with starvation and exhaustion, were burn- 
ed to death. At Toni—not Karafune, as we 
wrote the name in previous issues—out of 269 
houses, 250 were washed away, and out of 1,296 
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people, 1,103 were drowned. Even among the 
103 survivors 82 received more or less serious 
injuries. 

KISSEN DISTRICT. 

From Sakari, the F#i’s special correspondent 
wires, under date the 20th instant, about the 
calamity in the Kissen district, where one town 
and 11 villages were visited by the Wave, with 
the result that 6,380 persons were killed, and 
1,560 houses were swept away or wrecked. 
At Ofuna-watari, which contained 105 dwelling 
houses and a larger number of buildings not 
used for purposes of habitation, bringing up the 
total to about 500, only one or two structures 
were left standing. Later intelligence, under 
date 2.10 p.m. on the 21st inst., puts the num- 
ber of dwelling-houses and other buildings 
washed away or wrecked at 1,546, and the 
number of persons drowned at 6,583, but states 
that these figures will probably be doubled when 
fuller researches have been made. At Hongo, 
the whole hamlet of about 150 houses was 
annihilated, and the sole survivors were 
a party of men engaged playing the game 
of “go” in a temple situated on elevated 
ground, together with 8 children who were 
borne by the waves to a hill and deposited 
there. It was afterwards found that more than 
100 others had been thrown up upon the op- 
posite coast and thus miraculously saved. Mr. 
Kanya, of Hirota village, lost, among other 
things carried away by the waves, a box contain- 
ing a large number of old silver and gold coins 
and another box containing over 50,000 yen in 
paper notes. Fishermen that were plying their 
trade at a distance of some four miles from the 
coast, perceived nothing indicating the occur- 
rence of any phenomenon along the coast. 
Others that were some three miles or so from 
the shore encountered heavy breakers coming 
from the north, but regarded them with idle 
curiosity, not thinking of associating them with 
any catastrophe. By-and-by, one of the boats 
observed what seemed to be a large fish 
floating on the surface of the water. Approach- 
ing it the fishermen perceived it to be a child, 
some 8 years old, lying upon a mat. They 
quickly drew it from the water and found it still 
alive, though unable to utter a word. Another 
fisherman picked up in the same manner three 
children, one whom, to his intense astonish- 
ment, he found to be his own son, 


A soldier who had served in the late cam- 
paigns and been placed on the retired list after 
the return of his regiment, met death in a very 
gallant manner. From the day of his return 
he had been constantly haunted by a thought 
that an enemy’s fleet might arrive some morning 
and raid the coast. In the evening of the 15th 
when he heard a sound such as might have 
been caused by a number of men-of-war steam- 
ing, and subsequently another sound resembling 
the firing of great guns, he hastily donned his 
uniform and, sword in hand, ran towards the 
coast, only to be engulfed by the huge billows. 
When his remains were thrown up on the shore 
a few days afterwards his hand still grasped the 
sword. 


In a report submitted by the superintendent 
of the Shizukawa Police to his local chief, we 
find passages embodying the narrative of fisher- 
man that were out looking fortunny. At about 
half-past 7 on the evening of the 15th inst., they 
heard a loud sound as if caused by the firing of 
cannon, and, a few minutes later, they saw ata 
distance the surface of the sea heaving to an 
extraordinary height. Thinking that something 
unusual must have happened, they made 
ready to row back to the coast. But at that 
moment they saw that the billows, swollen 
to mountainous height, had broken in the 
middle and were running south and north, 
ultimately striking the coast with a tremendous 
din. Shortly afterwards, sounds of a great 
tumult were heard from the direction of the land, 
and these were followed by the appearance of 
bonfires andlJanterns. The fishermen, knowing 
at once that a seismic wave must have visiled 
the coast, rowed rapidly shorewards, but owing 
to the increasing roughness of the water as they 
approached the shore, they were obliged to pass 
the night at sea, awailing the re-establishment 
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of calm. When they landed they found their 


houses destroyed or swept away and their 


families dead or wounded. 
THE RELEASED CONVICTS. 

The Chief of the Miyagi Penitentiary has 
submitted a report to the Home Office about the 
detached prison situated at Okachi, which 
There were 
in the prison 195 convicts and 34 goalers. A 
strange sound of extraordinary intensity becom- 
ing suddenly audible from the direction of the 


sea, 16 goalers on duty that evening, ran out to 


seek instructions from their superior. At that 
moment a huge billow swept to the spot where 
they stood and carried away eight of them. The 
mountain of water beat down the wooden paling 
that surrounded the prison and flooded the prison- 
The prisoners 
climbed to the grated windows and loudly called 
for help, whereupon the goalers smashed open 
the bolted doors with large stones lying close 
by, and set the inmates free. The latter did 


not attempt to fly or commit any unlawful act. 
They assembled near the residence of the chief 


goaler, and were thence marched to the high 
ground, not, however, before seven of them had 
been carried away by the wave. Only two of 
their corpses had been recovered at the time the 
report was written, namely, on the 17th inst. 


Twenty-eight of the convicts were left and the 


rest were conveyed to the central Prison in Sendai. 
The Kokumtin’'s special correspondent, writ- 
ing from Okachi, says that the eight goalers that 
survived the calamity were more or less severely 
hurt; that 14 prisoners were missing, of whom 
two had been subsequently discovered, having 
attempted to fly. The same journal alleges 
that the casualties to life and property in the 
three Prefectures are as follow, according to in- 
vestigations carried up to the 22nd inst. :— 


No. of Houses 
No. of Persons No. of Persons washed away 











Drowned. Wounded. or Damaged. 
Iwate... 25,413 sieeve T,244 sesase 5,030 
Miyagi... 2,557 secre 505 wee 688 
Aomoti... RAG peeves “WAR Wenig 484 

Total... 28,296 ..osee 1,892 veces 6,202 


THK SCENBS OF DISASTER. 
The appearance that one of the devastated 


places presents is graphically described by the 


Kokumin’s special correspondent, who writes 


from Katsumura, Anotoyoshi District, under 


date of the 20th instant. Katsu was a village 
of 720 houses holding 2,800 souls. Of these 
only 50 houses were left, and only 1,380 
persons survive the calamity. The beach 
presents a most shocking scene. The tim- 
bers of destroyed buildings are heaped one 
upon another, and moss-covered straw roofs 
are strewn pell-mell along the beach. Some 
houses had their mud walls entirely torn away, 
and their skeletons alone now stand; some 
were carried away bodily, and are standing upside 
down ; others that, is to say, two storeyed build- 
ings, are lying horizontally, their square shapes 
crushed into oblong figures ; and still others, 
owing to the yielding of their main supports, 
have collapsed under the weight of their roofs. 
All these buildings are scattered here and there 
or lying upon each other. Some are telescoped, 
and the pillars of dwelling houses that measure 
a foot in diameter, are heaped up or hope- 
lessly shattered. An abundance of other details 
impress the spectator with awe. Furniture, 
fishing implements, garments, wardrobes, and 
indeed everything found in ordinary Japanese 
dwelling-houses, are strewn on the beach at the 
water's edge, and between one rock and an@ther, 
some 30 bodies of horses with their abdomens 
torn open, add to the horrors of the scene. To 
convey a complete notion of the spectacle, a 
short account of the survivors must be added. 
Many donot appear like living, intelligentbeings, 
being pale and already withered in appearance, 
and they silently wander hither and thither clad 
in tattered garments, for all the world like ghosts 
or famine-victims. ‘They do not care to eat, nor 
do they shed tears, so dazed are they by the 
calamity. 

The coast of Motoyoshi District measures 
some 63 miles in length and in some 70 villages 
situated closed to the beach, 3,476 houses were 
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washed away, 3,106 persons were drowned, 694 
persons were injured, and 24,295 persons are 
suffering from starvation. 

The survivors, suffering from injuries, receiv- 
ed wounds either while struggling among the 
billows or from swallowing brine, the latter 
cause of sickness being predominant. Cases 
in which sea-water passed into the stomach can 
be easily cured, but there are not a few instances 
of the brine being forced into the respiratory 
organs, where the sand that the water carried 
with it often causes acute inflammation of 
the lungs. Already two sufferers have perish- 
ed from that cause, in the temporary hospital 
erected at Shizukawa. The Hospital had only 
36 patients on the rgth inst., because of the im- 
possibility of the sufferers’ travelling unassisted, 
and also because of the scarcity of men avail- 
able tocarry the wounded. The Local Author- 
ities of the devastated districts are energetically 
seeking to obtain a supply of labourers from 
neighbouring villages which, owing to their in- 
land situation, escaped uninjured. Tardiness 
of medical treatment in consequence of trans- 
port difficulties and of the scarcity of doctors 
and medicines, aggravates the state of the 
sufferers even (o the extent of endangering their 
lives. 

It is no easy task to disinter the corpses buried 
under the débris of ruined buildings or under 
the muddy accumulation cast up by the waves. 
Equally difficult is it to identify a corpse when 
discovered, owing, in many cases, lo the absence 
of the members of the same family, and also 
owing to the terribly altered appearance of the 
dead. In some villages, owing to the de- 
bilitated condition of the survivors and the 
want of boats, corpses floating in the water 
can not be brought to land. There is no- 
thing for it but to await until the waves cast 
them ashore. 

The corpses of the drowned are not yet dif- 
ferentiated according to sex, but it is quite likely 
that males will be found in greater numbers. 
In the statistics sent by the Michi Nicht's cor- 
respondent, giving the extent of the casualities 
to life and property in the northern section of 
Miyagi Prefecture, statistics based on investiga- 
tions up to the rgth inst., we find that, in 
20 villages in which 1,376 deaths took place, 
876 were males and 500 females. It is said 
that the feast held that evening in celebration 
of the ‘ Boy’s Festival ’—not the “ Girls,” as we 
erroneously stated in our last issue—must have 
contributed to place the people at the mercy of 
the wave. 

When the alarm was heard, a man in Hirota- 
mura, Kissen District, perceiving that flight was 
hopeless, caused all the doors of the house to be 
firmly shut. He and his family being thus en- 
closed in a species of box, resigned themselves 
to their fate. But they were all saved, whereas 
many of those that attempted to fly from the 
waves were overtaken and drowned. 

A traveller who was putting up at an inn in 
Oura-mura was grasped by four women who 
clung to him with all their might. Fortunately the 
combined weight of the five seems to have been 
too much for the strength of the water. They 
all escaped. Others were saved by being thrown 
by the rushing waves upon elevated places ; and 
others by being caught between the beams of 
fallen houses. 

Sad incidents, however, are far more nume- 
rous, Ina family consisting of the two parents 
and six boys and girls, the children were all put 
grasping the beam of the house, the water com- 
ing up to their lips all the while. The smallest 
child lost its hold, and was instantly carsied 
away, whereupon the mother jumped to save it, 
but was also swept away. As for the father, 
while the remaining five children were still hold- 
ing the beam, a baulk of timber swept down, 
and seemed about to dash against the beam. 
The father tried to turn it away, and was killed 
in the attempt. 

In another family of ten, only one child, 8 
years old, was saved, having drifted to a rock. 
In another family of 10, the father fled to an 
elevated place carrying a baby. Finding that 
no one followed him, he went back, leaving the 
baby, and was drowned with the rest of the 
family. 
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Telegraphic communication with the scene of 
the disaster, interrupted by the washing away 
of poles, and, in some instances, by the destruc- 
tion of offices and their inmates—as in the case 
of Kamaishi—has been temporarily restored, 
and messages were sendable from the afternoon 
of the 2oth inst. 

IMPERIAL CHARITY. 

Their Majesties the Emperor and Empress 
announced yesterday a grant of 10,000 yer to 
Iwate, 3,000 yen to Miyagi, and 1,000 yen to 
Aomori. The contribution list of the ¥#i has 
grown to more 10,000 yen, and that of the 
Nichi Nichi to over 8,000, 

It has been found that 2,425 persons in the 
devastated districts were depositors in the Sav- 
ings Bank to the extent of 54,000 yen, and that 
life insurances in the same districts amount to 
about 100,000 yen. 

The Michi Nichi correspondent, wiring from 
Yamada, under date 1 p.m. on the 21st instant, 
says that the shore north of Kamaishi has suf- 
fered most, and that the centre of the disturb- 
ance is believed to have been off the coast of 
Osoreyama. 

One of the reasons why the loss of life was 
so heavy in Kamaishi was that the town had 
been visited by a tidal wave some 40 years pre- 
viously. On that occasion water did not reach 
the second storey and the unfortunate people 
recalling that fact, must have attempted to save 
themselves by running upstairs. 

Thursday, June 25. 
STATISTICS, 

The Oficial Gazette gives the following list 
of casualties to life and property in Iwate Pre- 
fecture, based on official despatches, dated 6 p.m. 
on the 2oth instant :-— 
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Kisen-mara_......60. 26 5 a 
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Komezaki-mura.,..... zo a9 
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Hirota-mura ........ qr x0 


Suyezaki-mura ..... 
Ofunawatari-wura... 





Akasaki-mura ,,,... $9 
Ayagatc-mura ...... 82 
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Grand Total.,..104,672 23,416 4,505 76,85017,2115,434 6815 1,156 


These figures show that less than one person 
in every four escaped death or injury. It is 
added that the records of destruction are 
based gn investigations made by the Local Police, 
and that the numbers are only too likely to 
grow larger as inquiries are prosecuted with 
greater minuteness. 

The Governor of Aomori 


reports as follows 
to the Home Office, 


under dale 5.35 p.m. on 


Google 


Two Surgeons from Aomori Barracks and two 
commissioners for the Red Cross Society have 
started for the devastated regions, accompanied 


serious wounds are comparatively few and are 






the 22nd inst.:—The districts visited by the 
disaster in Aomori Prefecture extend from the 
south of Mizawa-mura, in Kamikita-gun, to the 
borders of Iwate Prefecture. The extent of 
the destruction differs somewhat according to 
places, but in general it is very serious. In. 
vestigations carried wp to yesterday show that the 
deaths aggregate 346 ; the wounded, 213, and 
the houses washed away or destroyed, 465. Many 
corpses are being thrown up along the coast. 


moment of hesitation, huge billows overtook 
him, and carried him away. As he was being 
swept on, his head struck against what he sup- 
posed to be a storehouse floating among the 
waves, and his body was tumbled over and 
over three or four times. He attempted to reach 
the surface of the water, but lumberand debris 
kept him down. He concluded, therefore, that 
his only chance was to keep as composed as 
possible, and holding his breath, he remained 
under water for what seemed a space of five 
minutes. After that he was able to get his head 
over the surface and breathe three or four times, 
Again a big building drifted towards him, but 
as he had no power to buffet with the waves, he 
addressed himself to husbanding what was left of 
his strength. At last he could no longer hold 
his breath, and had to swallow the salt water. 
The act was followed by intense pain and loss 
of consciousness. The next thing he knew was 














byanumber of nurses. Those suffering from 


being well cared for. 


The Shogyo states that the casualties to life 
and property in Miyagi Prefecture are as follow, 
according to investigations carried up to the 
22ud inst, :— 
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Okachiemura wee JUL 4,422 «11931 was heard, two of them hastily ascended to the 
Runakoshimuiac, <2. 4027 roof of the inn, but the four others, before 


they could follow, were overtaken by the bil- 
lows. Borne up against the beams of the 
ceiling, they grasped them, and succeeded in 
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Totals ersssssesens¥s216 7.64t 163 59 getting out upon the roof by breaking through 
Tanigawa-mirac, 381 2,469 17 1 it. The mass of water that dashed against the 
Mawswaeinite é 1 inn fortunately drove it towards a wood not far 
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Oumayehama — 2 I from the shore, and the house was caught 
Aikawa-mutra...... 329 2,004 2 — among the tops of the trees, all of which were 
; ——— —- —— ——|fully 30 feet high. The six men transferred 
Totals .....s0001,364 8,646 38 3 themselves, one after another, from the roof 


Grand totals...7,279 48,990 1,184 3,314 715 
Summing up the foregoing figures, we find that 
the number of persons drowned is 27,076; the 
number of wounded, 5,433 and the number of 
houses swept away or wrecked, 7,704. 

The Kokumin, however, puts the figures as 
follow, according to investigations up to the 
23rd inst. :-— 





into the branches of a big tree, where they wait- 
ed for the retreat of the wave, and were ultima- 
tely saved. Lodged on a branch of another 
tree, they saw a woman, whom they helped to 
descend after the danger was past. 


_ A fisherman of Taro—not Taoi, as we errone- 
ously called the place in previous issues—which 
suffered most after Kamaishi, was saved by his 


No. of houses| OWN quickness. He and twelve others were 








No. of No.of swept away or} On the beach hauling in a net, when, to their 
ee ae iG Revi Gat eae amazement, they saw the sea suddenly recede 
Miyagi sseee 2)557 sseee 505 severe 688 | 28 Much as 600 yards from the shore, leaving 
Aomotivnece 346 wee 243 «0. 484 | & Wide expanse of white, glistening bottom, in 

—- Strange contrast to the darkness of the night. 

Total.c.eees. 28,416 sere 1,992 vee. 6,202 |The fisherman, concluding that this must be 


the preface to some extraordinary incident, ran 
at full speed to an elevation close by. Before 
he had ascended more than a few steps, 
a huge wave, about-80 feet high, swept shore- 
ward with an appalling sound, and carried 
away eight of the fishermen, the other five barely 
escaping by the aid of the hill. The force of 
the wave must have been terrific. More than 
a hundred pine trees that stood behind the Taro 
Epidemic Hospital, and measured over two 
spans in circumference, were torn away by the 
wave and only their stumps are left. Two stone 
pillars of a fors?, measuring above 3ft. in circum- 
ference and 15ft. in height, that stood in front 
of a Shinto Temple in Kamaishi, were broken 
off, and the horizontal portion, also of stone, 
that spanned the pillars, was carried away some 
300 yards from its original site. 


Two miraculous cases of escape, reported 
from Kamaishi, are quoted inthe Tokyo papers. 
One was that of a girl of about 10, the other, that 
of a child of three. The girl was sleeping beside 
a wardrobe, and the house roof, when il col- 
lapsed and killed the rest of the family, was 
arrested at one spot by the wardrobe, so that the 
girl received no injury. Three days and four 
nights she lay imprisoned in a mere hole, and 
when taken out she seemed more dead than 
alive. The case of the child was even more mar- 


TALES OF SURVIVORS. 

Tales of suffering related by survivors are given 
in the Tokyo papers. Mr. Sakai, an assistant 
expert of the Iwate Local Office, was one of 
those saved. A report submitted by him to the 
Local Governor graphically describes what he 
had to endure. On the fateful evening he was 
lodging in an inn at Kuji. He felt a number 
of earthqnake shocks while sitting in a room of 
the inn, and observed with surprise that though 
objects suspended, as lamps, did not oscillate 
much, the shock he himself experienced was 
quite considerable. At about ten minntes past 
8 p.m. he heard a noise outside like the crack 
of a pistol, which was followed, five minutes later, 
by arumbling sound resembling the explosion 
of a steam boiler. The latter sound came evi- 
dently from the direction of the sea. At the 
same time an up and down motion of the 
ground was felt, at first somewhat feeble, but 
gradually growing in intensity. Concluding 
that something extraordinary was about to hap- 
pen, he rose hastily and prepared to leave the 
house. Just at that moment, a number of sheds 
standing on the beach were struck by the waves, 
and amid an appalling din their ruins were 
swept forward into the street. Mr. Sakai rushed 
from the house, but the night was so dark that 
he could not decide whither to fly, During a 
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vellous, It had been wrapped in a quilt and left 
to amuse itself with atoy. After the passage 
of the waters, it was found, quilt and all, en- 
tangled in the branches of a tree, and was thus 
saved, whereas all the other members of the 
family were drowned. The death at Kamaishi 
of M. Henri Rispal, a Roman Catholic Mis- 
sionary, was especially unfortunate. Corre- 
spondents of the Tokyo papers say that his 
Japanese assistant, who was in the same inn, 
escaped, but the unfortunate gentleman lost the 
precious moment by stopping to tie his shoe- 
strings. 

At the temporary hospital established by the 
Red Cross Society at Shizukawa, there were 63 
patients on the 2oth inst., all suffering from 
serious injuries, either internal or external. 
Three had died immediately afier reaching 
the hospital. It is said that all the patients re- 
' fused at first to receive treatment at the 
Hospital, declaring that they must not lie there 
idle while the remains of their relatives had uot 
yet been discovered. They were carried in 
forcibly by police constables and gendarmes. 
The doctors in attendance apprehended that 
the cases of many of them will terminate fatally. 

The Chuo's special correspondent wires from 
Kuwagasaki, under date of the 22nd instant, 
that owing to insufficiency of medical attendants 
the wounded survivors are dying one after an- 
Other in great agony. 


Food for the survivors, medicine for the 
wounded, and coolies to search for and bury the 
dead, are now the three most urgent requisites, 
This last office is no easy task, for we read 
in the Michs Nich? that in Katsu-mura, where 
about 600 persons were drowned, only 100 
bodies have been recovered, owing to the diffi- 
culty of locating and digging out the corpses. 
The work is still more arduous in Kamaishi, 
where the deaths were most numerous, and in 
the meanwhile the corpses are rapidly decom- 
posing. The Zokyo Shimbun’s correspondent 
reports that coolies, though offered high wages, 
show reluctance to undertake the work and 
sometimes prefer to decamp. Insome districts 
therefore, male adults from places not visited 
by the disaster, are requisitioned by official 


rangements are tolerably complete ; but in vil- 
lages where men available for the service are 
scarce, corpses are still left lying neglected on 
the ground, even after the lapse of a week 
from the time of death, The dead and many 
of the living are shockingly mutilated. A man 
in Kamaishi had his two legs up to the hips 
literally torn into shreds, exposing the bones 
beneath, and his abdomen shows a deep wound 
made by some sharp object. A woman in the 


















































though it had been torn asunder by powerful 
forces applied from opposite directions. 
treatment in the Kamaishi Hospital. Many of 


were it not for the smell they might be mistaken 


places; the skin of others presents the appear- 


them with great force. 
The Nippon Sanitary Association has received 


sent to the scene of disaster :~-"‘ Of the wounded 


dently in a moribund state: The military sur- 
geons are taking care of those sufferers, In 11 
temporary hospitals established by the Miyagi 
Branch Office of the Red Cross Association, 506 


despatched from Tono. ‘The wounded in 
Kamaishi nnmbered 500, according to official 
investigations, corrected up to the 2oth instant. 


these unfortunates is 30 per cent. atleast. Of 
the wounded in Iwate, aggregating 4,505, the 


33 per cent., may be expected to succumb. 
The Kokumin computes the casualties to life 


carried up to the 24th instant. 
No No. 





authority to undertake the work of digging out of riled. Woundess base eer he es 
the remains. Iwate... 25 AED rivevces 0,779 sisisices 6,156 
_ The damage done to farms, so far as present] Miyagi... 3,314 svcccee 715 sescenees 1,184 
inquiries go, is as follows :— Aomorivs 346 sresseres 243 sree 484 
In Kamaishi 474 cho (1,195 acres) of arable ae an 
Jand have been laid waite ane in Saas Rebel dade: DIST sivesnate L944 


1,000 cho (2,500 acres), of which about one- 
half will be permanently useless for purposes of 


cultivation. oes : : 
tainly break out in the afflicted districts. With 


respect to this question, some prejudice seems 
to be entertained by the folks of the north, they 
prefer to have their dead buried uncremated. 
Their antipathy to cremation considerably inter- 
feres with the prompt disposal of the remains, 
for its involves the construction of a coffin no 
atter how rude. 


The Michi Nicks alleges that the fishing boats 
wrecked by the catastrophe must total more 
than 10,000, and that almost every fishing im- 
plement has been lost in the districts most 
severely visited. This loss, indeed, can be re- 
paired in a few years, but the death of the fisher- 
men must affect the prosperity of the littoral 
regions for a decade or more. It is an in- 
expressibly sad calamity. 


Fiiday, June 26. 

Special correspondents of the Tokyo papers 
give nothing particularly new from the scene 
of disaster. The Nichi Nicht’s correspondent 
describes the process of disinterring the remains 
of unfortunates that met their deaths. The police 
and relief commissioners hasten hither and 
thither, wearing leggings and sandals. Behind 
them come workmen requisitioned for the pur. 
pose, each carrying a Japanese bill-hook fasten: 
ed to a long handle. Wherever a corpse is 
thought likely to be lying concealed, the work- 
men first cut a hole in the thatched roof of the 
house—for it is under the débris of a ruined 
house that dead bodies are chiefly found—and 
the planks, pillars, and mats are then removed. 
If, after clearing away these overlying sub- 
stances, no corpses are found, the workmen 
give up the place and turn elsewhere, guided 
by the noxious exhalations. Often large baulks 
of timber, or even a portion of a wrécked ship, 
are found lying upon the ruins of a house, and 
all these things must be removed before a 
thorough search can be made. When a body 
is discovered, it is placed upon a shutter, car- 
ried to the water’s edge, and there washed. 
Generally, however, the copse is so much swol- 
Jen by the water imbibed, that to identify it is 
extremely difficult. The surviving villagers are 
summoned, and when, by means of some marks, 
or by the garments, the identification is finally 
effected, the body is Stripped, and put into a 
roughly made coffin, or rather box, after whicb 
the search parly proceeds elsewhere. This 
description applies only to places: where the ar- 
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STORM IN OKINAWA PREFECTURE. 
——__——_____. 

Intelligence forwarded from the Governor of 
Okinawa Prefecture, under date the 15th instant, 
says that the islands (Riukiu) were visited by @ 
violent storm of wind and rain on the 2nd and 
3rd instant. The waves rose to such a height 
that great damage was done not only to boats 
and fishing gear but also to houses. In Nawa, 
Shuri, Shimajiri, Nakagami and Kunigami 
houses and stores, to the number of 494, Were 
overthrown, and 655 were injured ; 121 boats of 
various kinds were broken; 15 persons were 
drowned and the fate of 96 is uncertain. 
Much other damage of various kinds was done, 
and it is estimated that the crops suffered to the 
extent of 20 per cent. 
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same town had one of her eyes forced out of the 
socket, and the lower‘half of her body looks as 


Yet 
these (wo persons are still alive and are under 


the corpses are so disfigured and discoloured that 


for images roughly hewn by African sculptors, 
Some of them have the flesh torn off in several 


ance of having been plunged into boiling water; 
others have the limbs twisted out of all shape; 


others are headless, and all show purple spots 
as though some hard substances had struck 


the following telegram from a representative 


survivors in Kamaishi, more than 150 are evi- 


persons are under treatment.” This message is 
dated the afternoon of the 23rd inst., and was 


Hence it would seem that the de&th rate for 
same investigations show that some 1,500, or 


and property as follow, according to researches 


No. of Houses 


Surgeon-General Baron Ishiguro gives a timely 
warning when he says that all the corpses must 
be cremated, otherwise typhus fever will cer- 
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THE CAUSE OF THE CATASTROPHE 


IN THE NORTH. 
—--_+ 
There appears to be much uncertainty as to 
the cause of the terrible calamity by which the 
littoral of north-eastern Japan has been devastat- 
ed. The Japanese newspapers have hitherto 
been using the term “ Kai-shu ” to describe the 
marine disturbance. But “ Kai-shu,” as the 
J ijt Shimpo points out, is the Chinese epithet 
for a ‘ bore,”’ which is a tidal flood formed at 
the mouth of some rivers where the inward flow 
of the sea, encountering obstacles, such as a 
bar, or a peculiar formation of the shore, has to 
accumulate energy before surmounting the 
difficulty, and then finally sweeps forward in a 
vast volume. No such explanation fits the 
circumstances of the recent catastrophe, for 
neither great rivers nor special topographical 
conditions exist between Kinkwa-zan and Ha- 
chi-no-ye. An atmospheric disturbance on a 
large scale might have béen responsible for the 
wave, But there have been no intelligence of 
such a disturbance, and when we consider that 
the wave is said to have attained a height of 80 
feet, it is difficult to attribute it to an agency 
that could not have lashed the ocean to 
such fury without producing immense effects 
otherwise. We are thus driven to infer the 
exercise of seismic force, but even then the ques- 
tion remains whether a volcanic eruption or 
a subsidence was the form of energy displayed. 
The theory of a subsidence presents to some 
minds this difficulty, that the genesis of a de- 
pressed area in the bed of the ocean seems 
calculated to produce nothing more than an 
inrush of water from all sides equally, and can 
not easily be held responsible for a surface wave 
rolling rapidly in one direction. But a mo- 
ment’s thought shows that a sudden down- 
pouring of the depths of the sea at a particular 
place must of necessity cause a corresponding 
change of level at the surface, and that the 
waters, before permanently adjusting themselves 
to the new conditions, can not fail to develop 
superficial commotion proportionate to the 
cataclysm below. A submarine volcanic erup 
tion, however, offers the easiest explanation. 
The case of the Bandai-san catastrophe, in 1886, 
illustrates very vividly the kind of disturbance 
that may occur at any moment among the ranges 
of volcanic mountains at the depths of the ocean. 
There we saw millions of tons of earth and rocks 
hurled with incredible force in a given direction 
—force that carried an enormous wave of solid 
material over a distance of many miles at rail- 
way speed. Anything of that nature happening 
at the bottom of the ocean, would evidently pro- 
duce surface effects precisely such as were 
experienced on the rsth instant by the unhappy 
people of Iwate and Miyagi. 








A shocking feature of these phenomena is 
their savage energy of destruction. In the 
vallies below Bandai-san men’s bodies, when not 
torn limb from limb, were battered out of all 
shape. No wonder that such was the case, for 
so stupendous was the atmospheric disturbance 
that it not only levelled forests to the ground, 
but also stripped the trees of bark and twigs, 
reducing them to blanched skeletons. And now, 
with regard to the Iwate wave, we hear that 
corpses recovered within a few hours of death, 
looked as though they had undergone a week's 
decomposition. 





WEDDING IN TOKYO. 
——__.@—__- —__——. 

The marriage of Mr.C. W. M. Birch and Miss 
M. IX. Wallace was celebrated in ‘I'rinity Cathe- 
dral, Tokyo, on the 2oth instant, the Right 
Rev. Bishop McKim, uncle of the bride, and 
the Rev, J. M. Francis, officiating. The brides- 
maids were the Misses Bessy and Nellie McKim 
and Mrs. Ernestine Gardiner. It was a very 
pretty ceremony, and the best possible wishes 
of numerous friends were showered upon the 
youthful couple. After the ceremony, a largely 
attended reception was held at the residence of 
Bishop McKim. 
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¥APANESE FOURNALISM. 


pe hea 

HE Waseda Bungaku gives a very ex- 

haustive account of Japanese journal- 
ism. A great change, we read, has come 
over the style of Japanese newspapers, 
the most prominent feature of the alter- 
ation being a gradual approach by the 
so-called large and small journals to a 
common ground; the former, instead of 
confining themselves to political topics 





sertion in Japanese newspapers. The 


Japanese papers as compared with foreign, 


ings of the schools of KANO and TOSA are 
entirely worthless as newspaper illustra- 





Western and Japanese pictures for in- 


former are said to be far better, the rea- 
sons given being the inferior printing of 


and also the Japanese picture’s want of 
symmetry. For instance, Japanese paint- 


tions, and it is merely owing to the talent 


as they formerly did, being now as eager 


as the latter to insert news of general 
interest, especially on social topics. 


furnished by the $27, which has begun to 
publish two serial stories, one translated 


from a foreign work of fiction ; the other 
“written by a Japanese novelist and illu- 


strated by Japanese artists. In addition 
to stories, the same paper devotes much 
space to accounts of social and artistic 
pastimes, as, for instance, the culture of 
potted plants, the collection of stamps, 
keeping aviaries, and so forth, as well 
as good illustrated accounts of women’s 
fashions. It is satisfactory to see that the 
vigilance of the press censorship and the 
general advance of popular ideas have 
tended very much to improve the tone of 
the press, so that it is now less immodest 
than it was. The success that atlends 
the Hochi is a significant instance, for 
that paper, since its change of proprietors, 
has been remodelled and made a family 
paper, specially devoted to furnishing 
clean wholesome entertainment for young 
folks and women. The result is that it 
has rapidly sprung from a hand-to-mouth 
existence to a most flourishing condition. 

The style of newspaper illustrations has 
also undergone more or less modification. 
At present seven kinds of illustration ap- 
pear in the pages of the vernacular papers, 
namely, drawings that depict current 
events, caricatures, art pictures, scientific 
illustrations, portraits, pictures connected 
with serial stories, and pictures illustrating 
mannersand customs. The first practically 
datesfromthetime of the Japan-China War, 
when many artists joinedthe Army and sent 
home pictures of the campaign. Carica- 
tures are still in their infancy: only one 
or two specialists exist in this field, the 
demand being still small. Fine art pic- 
tures and scientific illustrations appear 
now and then in the Kokumin, the Nippon, 
the Mainichi, and the $77, but do not 
enjoy much popularity. Portraits are seen 
frequently in most of the journals, but 
sketches illustrating manners and customs 
are rare, the few that appear being prac- 
tically confined to the pages of the Koku- 
min. Pictures connected with stories are 
by far the most popular and best develop- 
ed, though, at the same time, they are 
somewhat low in tone. They appear in 
all the papers excepting the Mppon, the 
Nicht Nichi, the Kokumin, and one or two 
others. An interesting question in this 
context is the relative adaptability of 


A 
noteworthy example in that respect is 


tag the Western fashion. 





of Mr. FUKUZAWA is a fact generally un- 
derstood. 
however, vested in Mr. TAKEKOSHI YOSA- 
BURO, author of several works, and former- 


of Mr. KUBOTA BEISEN that paintings in 
the Shijo style can be tolerably adapted to 
the purposes of newspapers. 


among many artists sent to the seat of the 
recent war, only Mr. KuBOTA and his son 


painted in Japanese style, all the rest 


oreign painting, the Ukzyoye style may 


e considered best adapted for illustrating 


ewspapers. 

In Tokyo there are now 16 dailies; in 
Osaka, 2; in the Tokaido districts, 20; in 
the Tosando districts, 24; in the Hoku- 
riku, 13; in the Hokkaido, g; in the San- 
indo, 5; in the Sanyodo, 8; in the Nan- 
kaido, that is, the island of Shikoku 
together with Kii and Awaji, 13; in 
Kyushu and Shinshu archipelago, 18; 
total 133. A considerable contrast is 
noticeable between Tokyo and Osaka in 
respect of journalism. The editors and 
owners of newspapers in the former city 
enjoy many advantages denied to those in 
the latter. Thus, owing to the abundant 
population of Tokyo, a newspaper can 
maintain itself so soon as it has struck out 
some special réle. 


in Tokyo, aud finally it is easier to engage 
writers there, whether men of experience 
or persons fresh from school. Several 
other advantages enjoyed by Tokyo jour- 


nalists may be cited, as the possibility of 


arranging financial troubles with excep- 
tional ease; the chance of enlisting the 
aid of a capitalist, owing to the abun- 
dance of speculators, and so forth. The 
comparative advantages offering in Tokyo 
naturally lead to the publication of more 
papers there than are really wanted, and 
so the appearance of new journals or the 
disappearance of old, happens very fre- 
quently. Some journalists say that, taking 
the statistics of newspapers in ‘Tokyo 
during the last few years, the maximum 
increase or decrease has been 20, and 
the minimum 15, and that the number 
always vacillates between these two ex- 
tremes. The case is entirely different 
in Osaka, where the field is practically 
monopolized by the Osaka Asahi and the 
Osaka Mainichi, and any upstart journal 


soon collapses before the overwhelming 
influence of these two. 


That the zz is under the direct control 


The title of chief editor is, 


Google | 


A strong 
point emphasizing this is the fact that 


Next to 


Then, again, the divi- 
sion of labour with special reference to 
journalism, is more perfectly systematized 
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ly on the staff of the Kokumin. So versatile 
is this writer that his style, which bore a 
close resemblance to that of Mr. TOKUu- 
TOMI, editor of the Kokumin; when he 
was connected with the latter journal, has 
undergone a radical change since he joined 
the ¥éz, and his essays, which frequently 
appear in the editorial columns, are now 
hardly distinguishable from the vigorous 
and popular work of Mr. FUKUZAWA. 

The Nichs Nichi’s editor, Mr. ASAHINA, 
being absent on a tour of inspection 
through Europe and America, it is now 
edited by Mr. KiKucCul, formerly a clerk 
in the Home Office. It is generally be- 
lieved, however, that the leading articles 
mostly derive their inspiration from Baron 
ITO, whose connection with the paper is 
popularly credited. Mr. TSUKAHARA is 
chief of the Editorial staff. His romantic 
stories, which appear in serial form, add 
much to the success of this paper, his 
fame as a writer of historical romance be- 
ing well established. 

The Méippon is edited by Mr. Fuku- 
MOTO, hitherto director of the Editorial 
department, but now writing leading 
articles in the place of Mr. KuGA, who is 
prostrated by illness. Messrs. MIYAKE, 
SUZUKI, and IKEBE frequently write editor- 
ials in the capacity of regular contributors. 


The Kokumin is edited by Mr. HITOMI, . 
during the absence of Mr. TOKUTOMI. ‘ 


It is famous for the céoperation of many 
diligent and aspiring young writers, each 
of whom, when not working editorially, 
is engaged writing or translating this 
or that~book. The spirit of American 
enterprise evidently permeates the at- 
mosphere of the Kokumin's office. . 

The success that the Hochi enjoys at 
present is due chiefly to the exertions of 
Mr. Murai HIROSHI, a novelist of emi- 
nence, who carefully eliminates everything 
of an impure tendency from the pages of 
his paper, and endeavours to make it a 
journal “that can be read with enjoyment 
and without any sense of shame by parents 
and children together.” 

The Mainichi is nominally edited by Mr. 
SHIMADA SABURO, Vice-President of the 
House of Representatives. But he does not 
wield the pen himself, preferring to have 
Mr. HASEBE write articles at his inspiration. 

The Chief Editor of the Yomiuri is Mr. 
TAKATA SANAYE, M.P. He is assisted by 
Mr. NAKAYE KinjiRo, Mr. OZAKI ‘“‘ Ko- 
YO,” one of the most noted novelists 
of the day, acting as serial writer. The 
leading articles of the Zokyo Asaht are 
furnished by Mr. SuGiura, ex-M.P., a 
celebrated educationist. He acts as a 
regular contributor of the paper. The 
Asahi has three or four eminent. novel- 
ists on its staff, not so much for the 
purpose of writing stories, as to retain 
them from being engaged by others jour- 
nals. Mr. AYEBA “ KOSEN,” for instance, 
one of the most celebrated novelists of the 
time, has practically no fixed work to do 
for the Asahi, though he draws 100 yex 
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orsoamonth. He simply lounges from 
one theatre to another, occasionally writ- 
ing dramatic comments when the fancy 
seizeshim. Mr. MIGITA, also ofthe Asahi, 
is perhaps the best writer of light fiction. 
His stories are so good and so humorous 
that many find it more interesting to read 
them than to listen to the best raconteurs. 
Mr. OOKA IKUZO, ex-M.P., is the proprie- 
tor of the Chuo. He occasionally contri- 
butes articles of his own, but Mr. KAwa- 
SAKI is the nominal chief editor. Mr. 
MuRAMATSU, who enjoys the reputation of 
being a graceful paragraphist, is also on 
the staff. 

The Zokyo Shimbun is edited by Mr. 
KOMATSU SANSHO, M.P.; the Yamato, by 
Mr. NiSH!1 SAWANOSUKE, and the Miyako, 
by no specified person. The Yorosu is 
edited by Mr. KUROIWA, sometimes a 
translator of foreign novels; the Fzyu, by 
Mr. ToBISU ; and the Yei# Nippo, by Mr. 
OZAWA. As to the Osaka Asahi, its chief 
editor in Mr. TAKAHASHI KENZO, ex- 
Director of the Oficial Gazette Bureau, 
who is assisted in his editorial work, by 
Mr. NISHIMURA ‘ TENSHYU,” and Mr. 
KATO Hyoya. As in the case of its To- 
kyo contemporary, the Osaka Asahi has 
several novelists of note on its staff,the best 
known among them being Messrs. SUDO 
and WATANABE. Thetwo Asahis are own- 
ed by Mr. MURAYAMA RyuyEl, ex-M.P., 
“the King of Japanese journalists.” 
The Osaka Mainichi is edited by Mr. 
KIUCHI AIKEI, other writers of note being 
Messrs. UDAGAWA “ BUNKAI,” and KiKu- 
CHI " YUHO.” 

Of all the papers in Japan the Osaka 
Asahi has the largest circulation, the num- 
ber of copies daily sold being generally 
estimated at about 199,990. Its rival, the 
Osaka Mainichi, comes far below it. In 
Tokyo the Asahi also heads the list, with 
a circulation of about 60,000. Next to it 
comes the Yorozu, with about 40,000 


' copies; then the Wicht Michi, with about 


ad 


20,000. The $22, the Yomiuri, the Nip- 


_ pox, and the Kokumin have a circulation 
- Of 10,000 copies or so, but the AMyako 


and the Chuo are believed to be in a 
slightly better condition. 

It was in the latter part of 1889 that 
Mr. SomIvA, then a well-known reporter 
on the staff of the Hfochz, started a news 
agency for the first time in Japan. Soon 
afterwards the Tokyo News Agency was 
organized hy Mr. IGARASHI, formerly a 
police inspector. At the time of starting 
the agency, he was on the staff of the now 
defunct Zokyo Shimpo. Mr. Somtya’s 
news agency was dissolved after a brief 
interval, and the Imperial News Agency 
then appeared, closely followed by the 
Nippon News Agency. The year before 
last the Hakubun-kwan started a Domestic 
and Foreign News Agency, with Mr. 
TSUBOYA as director. Other minor 
agencies existed, but when, last year, all 
such enterprises were required to deposit 
security on the same principle as news- 


papers, the impecunious agencies col- 
lapsed, and there remain at present only 
the Tokyo, the Imperial, the Nippon, and 
the Domestic and Foreign News Agencies. 
Among the four, the last enjoys the 
greatest influence, and the Nippon the 
least. The monthly subscription varies 
from 3 yen to 15 yen. 


DISPOSAL OF THE RELIEF 
FUND. 
eet 6 fs 

Committee to distribute the funds 

sent to this office for the relief of dis- 
tress in the North, has been organized. 
It consists of the Rev. A. A. BENNETT, 
the Rev. Dr. J. G. CLEVELAND, and the 
Rev. W. S. WORDEN, M.D. The afflicted 
districts are familiar to Dr. CLEVELAND, 
who lived there for some time, and the 
medical services of Dr. WORDEN will cer- 
tainly prove very useful. To that Com- 
mittee we propose to hand over the funds 
hitherto received by us, as well as any 
funds hereafter received, unless the donors 
indicate a different course. Before taking 
that step, however, we deem it right to 
wait two days, during which interval any 
subscriber preferring to have his money 
placed direct in the hands of the Japanese 
local authorities, is invited to kindly in- 
timate his wishes, not, of course, for pub- 
lication, but merely for our guidance. The 
expenses of the Committee will be paid 
independently, so that the whole of the 
money most charitably and munificently 
contributed will go to relieve the suffer ers. 
Perhaps it will be advantageous to state 
here briefly the motives that influence us 
in thus acting. Our preference for fo- 
reign distributors is not in any way due 
to distrust of Japanese officials. To make 
such a disclaimer ought to be wholly un- 
necessary, but unfortunately a suggestion 
in that sense having been published, we 
are constrained to notice it. After the 
Gifu earthquake, some talk arose that 
State funds had been improperly dealt 
with. There never was any serious sug- 
gestion of actual corruption or dishonesty. 
The charges made referred solely to par- 
tial and unfair division, and as the whole 
question was obscured by political bias, it 
remains to this day unelucidated. Where- 
ever the truth lay, however, not a whisper 
ever made itself audible in connection 
with the distribution of monies subscribed 
by private individuals: such funds, at all 
events, were believedto have been convey- 
ed to their contemplated destination with 
absolute integrity. Hence we should not 
have the faintest shadow of suspicion 
that if the funds now entrusted to us 
were forwarded, unreservedly, to the Go- 
vernors of Iwata, Miyagi and Aomori, 
the result might be impaired by want of 
integrity. But two reasons present them- 
selves. The first is that official methods 
of distribution seldom satisfy the aims 
of private charity. How would it fare 
with the money in question were it for- 
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warded for official allotment ? Would not 
the method pursued be this :—first, care- 
ful investigation would be made as to the 
persons needing succour, and then the 
funds would be divided equally among 
them all, each person receiving, probably, 
afew sen? Officials have practically no 
choice. They dare not exercise dis- 
crimination of any kind. That would at 
once furnish grounds for distrust and pro- 
test. But assuredly it is not the desire 
of foreign subscribers that their money 
should be frittered away by a process of 
division so minute, that each part becomes 
incapable of affording tangible succour or 
of inspiring gratitude. What they desire, 
rather, is to give speedy and efficient help 
to special cases—cases lying beyond the 
general level to which officialdom must 
limit its distribution of intrusted funds. 
To that end the foreigner is essential, for 
he has no hesitation about exercising his 
own discretion. Some contend, indeed, 
that the best sources of information are 
open to local officials, and that they, con- 
sequently, can employ intelligent discern- 
ment and obtain accurate knowledge, the 
want of which must baffle an outsider’s 
efforts. To that objection the obvious 
reply is that a foreign committee of dis- 
tribution places itself at once en rapport 
with the local officials, and benefits to the 
full by their familiarity with the circum- 
stances of each town or village. The 
second reason suggesting itself is that, 
though no one seeks to parade his charity, 
all must agree about the wisdom of utiliz- 
ing it as far as possible. Funds charit- 
ably contributed by foreigners and dis- 
tributed direct by foreigners, can not but 
help to strengthen the bonds of friendship 
between Occidentals and Japanese—an 
end not less worthy of attainment than the 
conveyance of assistance to the sufferers 
themselves. For the rest, we see no oc- 
casion to refer in detail to the anti- 
missionary bias of which use has been 
made for a plainly selfish and invidious 
purpose by a local contemporary. The 
missionaries act in the interests of true 
charity, and may be trusted to shrink from 
no labour or hardship imposed by such a 
cause. 


THE MISSIONARIES AT WENCHOW. 
—+>—_——_-- —- 

It has been ‘said that the star of empire is 
carried forward by missionaries. We are re- 
minded of the saying when we read of the 
Wenchow affair. During five years the Ger- 
man China Alliance Mission had a successful 
station in Chuchao. Then they determined to 
push on to Sungyiang. Messrs. Klein and 
Manz visited the latter place and obtained a site 
for the proposed station. But suddenly the old 
story, across the pages of which so many stains 
of foreign blood are drawn, was put into cir- 
culation: the foreigners had poisoned a sick 
child. One evening, after dinner, Messrs. 
Klein and Manz found their house surrounded 
by a screaming mob. They escaped with their 
lives, indeed, but were savagely beaten. Of 
course Sungyiang will now become a mission 
station without let or hindrance: the Germans 
will see to that. 
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DR. KATO'S DOUBTS. 
—_—__—_ _—____——_— 
Dr. Kato, a member of the House of Peers, 
and ex-President of the University, ventilates, 
through the Fiogaku Zasshi (‘‘ Woman’s Maga- 


zine”’), his doubts regarding two social pro- 


blems ; namely, why Japanese are so cool in the 
matter of religion, and why prostitution should 
be considered wicked. With regard tothe first 
matter, he states two propositions; whether the 
religious sentitnent of the Japanese is really as 
cool asis generally believed ; and to what cause 
is it attributable. As to the former, the Doc- 
tor’s opinion is divided. He says that although 
the Japanese are now very indifferent about re- 
ligion, this was far from being the case in former 
times. The Japanese were then a very religious 
people. Not to speak of the periods when the 
Imperial Court was at Nara and Kyoto, when 
both Court and aristocracy were such earnest 
devotees of Buddhism that they straitened 
the finances of the country by building temples 
and pagodas, but even after the real govern- 
ing power had passed to the military regency 
and warriors, the influence of Buddhism in the 
higher circles was very great. Only when the 
Tokugawa assumed the direction of affairs was 
Buddhism superseded by Confucianism, and the 
influence of the former religion became practi- 
cally confined to the-common people. Still, 
considered from the point of view of faith, this 
substitution of Confucianism for Buddhism 
by the aristocracy did not change the tone of 
religious thought very much for many decades. 
But religious faith began to wear an entirely differ- 
ent aspect after the Restoration, the upper classes 
becoming indifferent to its influence. When- 
ever a member of the aristocracy happens to 
peruse the Buddhist texts or becomes favourably 
inclined towards the Zen sect. curiosity is gene- 
rally the impelling motive. Nor is Christianity 
better received. When compared with the state 
of religions thought in China and Turkey, this 
sudden change in the attitude of the Japanese 
towards questions of religion is very strange, 
especially when it is remembered that in China 
Confucianism holds sway with almost unabated 
force to-day just as Mohamedanism does in 
Turkey. While these two races maintain their 
creeds even at the risk of undermining the foun- 
dations of their countries, the Japanese, who 
were earnest believers in Confucianism until the 
advent of foreigners, have suddenly thrown off 
their faith without a sign of remorse. This is, 
indeed, an apparently incomprehensible pheno- 
menon that deserves the earnest attention of all 
philosophical thinkers. 


The second question being more or less 
indelicate, might invite the criticism of fastidious 
thinkers as being beneath the dignity of scientific 
investigation. The doctor regards such a view 
as very narrow-minded. He is led to investi- 
gate the subject himself because he observes 
that most people are prone to view it dogmati- 
cally, declaring it either wicked or else beneficial, 
without giving any reasons for their statements. 
Needless to say, he is personally strongly op- 
posed to the practice, but cool reflection 
tells him that the question is worthy of being 
trealed in an impartial, and scientific manner, 
Several reasons are commonly adduced when 
condemning the practice, being generally as 
follow :—Prostitution is wicked: (1) Because 
the relations between men and women must be 
based on the principle of monogamy. (2) Be- 
cause it entails the “sale” ofthe body. (3) 
Because it entails the offering of the body to 
another merely for the sake of lust. (4) Because 
itinvolves shameful acts. (5) Because it corrupts 
social morals. The Doctor then subjects each 
proposition to a critical examination. The first 
reason he thinks is applicable only to Western 
countries, where monogamy is dictated by re- 
ligion and enforced by law, but falls to the 
ground when applied to Eastern countries where 
polygamy is sanctioned either by religion or 
custom, Yet even in the East, prostitution is 
regarded in the light of a wicked practice. Nor 
are the second and third contentions any better, 
for the temporary letting out of one’s body for 
the use of others is not confined to prostitutes ; 
menial servants equally hire out their services, 
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while actors, wrestlers, and so forth also offer KOREAN AFFAIRS. 
their bodies to furnish pleasure to others. The 
fourth reason affords no better explanation, for 
prostitution is necessarily a secret affair. The 
condemnation of prostitution on the ground of 
its deranging public morals, seems to Dr. Kato 
to be the most important of the five reasons 
enunciated above, it being an indisputable fact 
that prostitution does disturb public morality. 
Sul it must be remembered that the prohibition 
of licensed prostitution is extremely liable to 
lead lo graver vices. Summing up, he comes to 
the conclusion that prostitution cannot be stig- 
matised as a most witked practice, as indeed 
no affair either tacitly or implicitly sanctioned 
by law can be absolutely wrong. The Doctor 
concludes by saying that his investigation of the 
problem is not yet complete, but he is soli- 
cilous of hearing what others have to say upon 
the subject. | 


—_—_—__@—____. 

The F177, the best authority on Korean affairs, 
gives a very long note intended to lay before 
the public the true situation of the Min leaders, 
upon whom popular attention is now riveted. 
In our contemporary’s opinion, the two leaders 
of the Min faction have generally been mis- 
understood by the Japanese. They have been 
suspected, for instance, of combining with Li 
Pém-chin and his partizans to overthrow the 
Kim Cabinet, and when, shortly after the con- 
summation of that plot, the two Min were 
banished, their punisliment was supposed to be 
a mere subterfuge planned by themselves with 
the object of deluding the public and of dis- 
pelling suspicions that would inevitably have 
attached to them in connection with the fall of 
the Kim. The Japanese confidently expected 
that the Min would be pardoned after they had 
undergone a brief period of simulated punish- 
ment. Finding that the special amnesty recently 
extended to the two Min furnished apparent 
justification of this over-ingenious theory, 
shallow observers hastened to predict that Min 
Yong-chun would enter the Cabinet as Minister 
of Finance, and that he and Li Pém-chin 
would jointly direct affairs of State. All these 
consummations, however, existed merely in the 
imagination of supernaturally shrewd observers. 
Min Yong-chun, far from cordially cooperating 
with Li Pém-chin for the overthrow of the late 
Cabinet, never took any part whatever in that 
affair. In point of fact, the Min leader empha- 
tically disapproved Li Pém-chin’s plan of in- 
ducing the King to seek asylum in the Russian 
Legation, and was therefore regarded by Li as 
an opponent. This hostility, or jealousy, was 
embittered by the fact that the downfall of the 
Kim Cabinet naturally drew public attention to 
Min Yong-chun as the only statesman capable 
of filling the vacancy caused by the death of Kim; 
and also by another fact, namely, the great con- 
fidence reposed by the King in the ex-Premier. 
Judging from these circumstances, Li Pém- 
chin concluded that he ran the risk of merely 
pulling the chestnuts out of the fire for the Min 
faction, and that the only way to retain the ad- 
ministrative power in his own hands was to dis- 
grace and punish the two Min leaders. Hence, 
on a palpably inadequate pretext, the two were 
sentenced to exile, and were driven out of the 
capital. Such was the real cause of the bani- 
shment of the two men, as is corroborated by 
various facts. 


The unjust treatment accorded by Li Pém- 
chin to the Min leaders dealt a death-blow to 
the ambition of their followers, who had expected | 
that their restoration to power would be the 
dawn of a new era of ec/dé and prosperity for 
all friends and partizans of the family. Onno 
one did this sudden disappointment make a 
deeper impression than on An Kei-su, one of the 
shrewdest and most ambitious among the 
Koreans. He opened earnest conferences with 
such of the Min and their adherents as remained 
in the capital or in its vicinity, and revolved 
devices for compassing the repeal of the sent- 
ence pronounced against the two leaders. It 
was concluded that to offer money in exchange 
for their pardon would be the shortest and 
easiest method, and this idea was secretly com- 
municated to the exiles. But the concocters of 
the scheme were surprised and confounded on 
receiving a reply that the Min held it beneath their 
dignity to condone by any monetary payment the 
false charges preferred against them and theun- 
just punishment inflicted on them. Theresource- 
ful An then determined to fall back on another 
plan. This time he did not consult the victims 
of Li Pém-Chin’s ambition, but directed his 
endeavours chiefly to winning over to his pro- 
ject several influential men. At last his clever 
representations persuaded even Li Pom-chin 
himself, and after that, to gain the assent of the 
King was a very easy matter. Thus, while the 
two Min remained quite unconscious of what was 
going forward, their pardon had been procured 
by their crafty lieutenant, An. Of course the 
pardon of these influential politicians may be 
regarded as a step towards their restoration to 
power, some day or other. Their entry into 








THE FENOLLOSA AFFAIR. 
—_—__—___—— 

Some one seems to be very anxioug that the 
circumstances connected with the recent trouble 
in the Fenollosa household should be presented 
to the foreign residents of Japan in the most 
unfavourable light possible. More than one 
copy of a piquant and decidedly malicious 
rendering of the affair has been sent to us, 
evidently for republication. But the whole gist 
of the matter lies in the fact that, since his 
divorce, Mr. Fenollosa has married again. We 
see nothing extraordinary in that. The law, 
when it grants a divorce, grants also the right 
of contracting a second union, and the motive 
underlying that provision, as we interpret it, is 
to reduce (oa minimum the suffering and wrong 
inseparable from such incidents. If a man’s 
want of loyalty to his wife renders their con- 
tinued union impossible, would not the mis- 
fortune be needlessly aggravated if he were 
prohibited from repairing the wrong that he has 
done to a third person also? A marriage in 
the sequel of a divorce such as that in question, 
seems (o us a natural result, not at all justifying 
the ill-natured comments contained in the news- 
paper extracts that have been forwarded to us. 





OUR REPORTS OF TRE DISASTER. 
— + 


We may be permitted, perhaps, to direct our 
readers’ altention to the fact that the reports we 
are now publishing of the seismic disaster are 
so arranged as to show simultaneously the slate 
of affairs in the south and in the north. It 
would have been impossible for one correspon- 
dent to cover the whole ground, within any 
reasonable period, and we have therefore re- 
sorted to the plan of one working from the 
north southward, the other from the south north- 
ward. It does not appear that there is very 
much to tell. Death and devastation are all 
that the correspondents can describe. A special 
scientific commission will be required to collect 
evidence bearing upon the cause of the disaster. 














AN EDUCATIONAL CHANGE IN 
CHINA, 


_ Oo 

Few folks would be at all the wiser were they 
told that there is a chance of the Pah-&u’s be- 
ing abolished at examinations in China. Yet 
it seems that the step would be almost revolu- 
tionary. For this Pak-ku is virtually the test 
of literary art as distinguished from literary 
utility. Itis the field wheréa student is ex- 
pected to display his capacity for the refined 
affectations and ingenious circumlocutions of 
the Chinese language. Men familiar with the 
matter allege that nothing recorded during the 
past five centuries could dispute the supreme 
importance of such news to Chinese scholars. 
However, the change is not made yet, and may 
never be made. 
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the Cabinet, however, is quite impossible until 
Li Pom-chin has been again subjected to pres- 
sure even stronger than that which induced him 
to assent to the repeal of the Mins’ sentence. 
Assuming that the two Min, or only Min Yong- 
chun, were admitted to the Cabinet, the King’s 
return to his Palace would then be the question 
on which Yong-chun and Poém-chin would 
measure their strength. The Min leader is 
against the King’s stay in the Russian Legation, 
whereas Li is correspondingly in favour of that 
asylum: should Min Yong-chun carry that point, 
the Power of Li Pém-chin will be a thing of 
the past. The #7’s correspondent writes that 
the formation of a Min Cabinet would not be 
injurious to the interests of Japan. One of the 
reasons why Li Pém-chin is growing so un- 
popular and so uninfluential, is his poverty. 
He never was a rich man, and the strict in- 
dependence of the present advisers of the 
Treasury does not permit him to use the funds 
of the State as he would like to use them. His 
only extraordinary source of income is bribery, 
the proceeds of which do not, however, amount 
to much, and are never to be depended on. 
Had he a full purse, his influence would not 
wane as it is waning to-day. 

On the rst inst. the hair-cutting edict was 
enforced—at the instance of the Russian Mini- 
ster, it is said—in the case of the Korean 
troops. The Koreans are puzzled at this, for 
they held Japan alone guilty in the matter of 
meddling with their national top-knot. 


One Japanese adviser after another has left 
the Korean Government, so that at present only 
Mr. Yamada, adviser on postal affairs, remains, 
together with five or six teachers of the Japanese 
language. The vacant posts are being filled 
by foreigners partial to Russia. 


THE YANGTZE. 
SS ee 


Public attention was not very markedly at- 
tracted at the time to the strong step taken by 
England during the recent war when she practi- 
cally declared herself guardian of China’s great 
water-way, the Yangtze-Kiang. Probably people 
will begin to think more of the subject in view 
of the measure now contemplated by the foreign 
community of Shanghai. The accident that 
happened in connection with the second sinking 
of the Anding—an accident attended with 
marvellously trivial consequences under the cir- 
cumstances—has again given salience to the 
fact that ‘the Shanghai River is one of the 
worst managed and most dangerous water-ways 
in the known world,” and has set people think- 
ing about the expediency of reviving a proposal 
mooted 16 years ago ; namely, that” a river con- 
servancy board be constituted with Chinese and 
foreign authorities, and that funds for con- 
servancy purposes be raised by imposing dues 
at the rate of one-tenth of one per cent. ad 
valorem on all merchandise imported or exported 
through the Imperial Maritime Customs.” It 
is, after all, very natural that when the privilege 
of living at a certain place and carrying on 
business there is granted to foreigners by treaty, 
such privilege should be construed as inclading 
a voice in the control of the tradal approaches 
to theplace. The inhabitants of Shanghai have 
ample reason to complain of the total insuffi- 
ciency and carelessness shown by the Chinese 
in conserving the river that constitutes the 
Settlement’s chief, and indeed only, tradal route 
of communication with the outer world. ‘They 
are justified in insisting that if the Chinese 
persistently neglect that plainly vital duty, then 
they themselves should provide for its discharge. 
But if that be true of an affluent of the Yangtze, 
it will sooner or latter be judged true of the 
Yangtze also. Not the neutrality only of the 
great river, but its conservancy also, will be 
under foreign guardianship. It is thus that 
China's incompetence invites foreign inter- 
ference. In the end her independence will 
quietly fall to ruin under thé burthen of pre- 
scriptive rights. 


LIU MING-CH’UAN. 
——_>__—__—_—- 

It is curious to note how little public com- 
ment has been evoked by the death of Liu Ming- 
ch’uan, once a man of wide reputation. Liu’s 
earliest distinction was gained some forty years 
ago during the Taiping rebellion : he organized 
volunteer bands to protect his native province, 
Anhui, against the insurgent raids, and was sub- 
sequently associated with Li Hung-chang in the 
most important operations against the rebels. 
It was as Governor-General of Formosa, how- 
ever, that his doings chiefly brought him into 
prominence. On the whole, he gained credit 
for being a capable, honest, and progressive 
official, and his conduct of affairs during the 
Franco-Chinese ‘state of reprisals” certainly 
showed ability of a kind that the world has now 
ceased to look for among Chinese high officials. 
His death has evoked a long and laudatory Im- 
perial decree, a portion of which runs thus :— 
‘A few years ago we regretfully permitted him 
to retire into private life owing to serious ma- 
ladies contracted while serving his country. Re- 
cently, we were anticipating the pleasure of 
receiving him again into our councils, to rely 
upon his advice and to shower upon him further 
marks of our respect and admiration of his high 
qualities, when the sad news of his lamented 
death now reaches us, which we receive with 
great regret. Asa last token of our appreciation 
of Liu Ming-ch‘uan’s loyal services to the 
dynasty, we hereby command that he be granted 
the posthumous title of Senior Guardian of the 
Heir Apparent and let his funeral obsequies be 
conducted on lines usually granted to the rank 
of a Governor. Special memorial temples are 
further ordered to be built in the provinces where 
he has served, and let his martial deeds be re- 
corded in the dynastic history. Any ‘black 
marks” against Liu’s name in the Boards are 
also hereby ordered to be erased, and let the said 
Boards further report to us what pecuniary 
grants should be made to the deceased officer’s 
family. His eldest grandson Liu Ch‘ao-yang, 
is hereby given the rank of an under-secretary 
of one of the Six Boards, and his younger son, 
Liu Sheng-ytin, a first-class licentiate, is hereby 
made a chusén with permission to compete at 
the Metropolitan examinations for the degree of 
chinshith. As for the first-class licentiate Liu 
Sheng-pe‘i, he is given the rank of an under- 
secretary of one of the Six Boards as a mark 
of our desire to confer distinction upon the off- 
spring of those who have been loyal and faith- 
ful to us.” 


THE RESTORATION OF THE SUM- 


MER PALACE. 
——_—_____- 

It is nearly thirty-six years since that most 
uncivilized act of vandalism, the sacking of het 
Yuen-ming-yuan, took place near Pekin. To 
restore the magnificent gardens and palaces 
must have been the perpetual dream of Chinese 
Sovereigns from that day to this, but only now 
has the magnitude of the work ceased to be 
deterrent. The Emperor, at the suggestion of 
the Empress Dowager, recently ordered the 
Board of Revenue to furnish a million and a 
half taels to a Restoration Committee, consisting 
of a Prince and several Manchu Ministers. No 
one seems to have thought such a sum too large, 
even in view of China’s financial troubles. 
But presently the Emperor directed that the re- 
venues derived every year from taxes on native 
grown opium throughout the empire should be 
devoted to the same purpose. That meant three 
million taels yearly at the least, for a space of 
from 8 to 10 years, so large are the operations 
to be carried ont. Many Ministers of the Crown 
and provincial high officials are said to have 
memorialized secretly against this extravagance, 
and doubiless their remonstrances will prevail. 
But it is a curious illustration of the irony of 
fate. The destruction of the Summer Palace 
may be said to have been primarily due to China’s 
atlempt to exclude foreign opium, Now, her 
Sovereign would restore the Palace by means 
of the States’ revenue from home-grown opium. 


Google 


THE BAZAAR IN TOKFO. 
—__4—___—_. 

The Bazaar at the Maple Club on the roth and 
20th inst., on behalf of the Meiji Girls’ School, 
proved a great success. No fault could be found 
with the weather on the first day, though a hot 
ennervating wind and clouds of dust probably 
thinned the altendance. On Saturday, however. 
the prospect looked gloomy, for heavy rain fell in 
the forenoon. Happily at mid-day the sun again 
shone out, and great numbers of charitable 
folks flocked to spend their money at the stalls 


and the lottery, or to witness the picturesque 
dancing, the heavy expenses of which were 
kindly defrayed by Princess Konoye. It can 
not be said that the attendance of foreigners 
was large. Sir Ernest Satow, Count d’Orfini, 
and Baron d’Anethan, always ready to take a 
leading partin every work of charity, were the 
only Foreign Representatives present, but Herr 
von Treutler and Count Pimodan laid the pro- 
jectors of the Bazaar under no small obligation 
to the Legations of Germany and France. The 
stalls, very prettily arranged, were stocked with 
articles for the most part of a useful character, 
though children’s toys naturally occupied a 
considerable space. A collection of flowers in 
pots sold readily, and of course the “ fuku- 
biki ” proved a great attraction. Perhaps it 
may be prudent to note that although visitors 
to the “‘fuku-biki” were directed by a placard 
bearing the legend ‘‘ lottery,” the pastime itself 
did not partake in any respect of the nature of 
a lottery. There was no element of chance, 
nor any prize of greater value than the price 
paid for a ticket. What happened was simply 
this: each ticket-holder received a short bam- 
boo fishing-rod, and was inviled to make pre- 
tence of angling behind a screen where a lady 
waited to fasten some article tothe hook. Every 
angler pulled up something, and the only ele- 
ment of chance consisted in not knowing what 
kind of fish would came dangling home. We 
have not yet heard what the proceeds aggregat- 
ed, but certainly the sum was not insignificant. 





THE SOOCHOW SILK-LOOM RIOT. 
—_——_—_.——___—_— 

The recent trouble at Soochow, in connection 
with an attempt to enforce the tax on silk-looms, 
illustrates the methods of Chinese officialdom. 
The law requires that a tax shall be paid on 
every loom in operation. But the weavers saved 
their pockets by reporting the existence of only 
one or two looms when half-a-dozen were really 
working. The local authorities attempted to 
correct the fraud, whereupon the weavers shut 
up their factories, and the hands thrown out of 
employment made a raid upon the tax-collector’s 
office, tore down the doors and windows, stoned 
the chief of police and beat the superintendent of 
taxation. The mandaring yielded. A proclama- 
tion was issued promising that the objectionable 
tax should not be imposed. But it is predicted 
with obvious probability that the authorities will 
certainly get even with the weavers in the end. 
It is dangerous to offend officials in whom judi- 
cial power is vested. Any Soochow weaver that 
commits a misdemeanour while the taxes remain 
only partially paid, will bitterly rue the outbreak 
of June 8th. Thereare said to be about four- 
teen thousand looms for weaving silk and satin 
in and about Soochow. The mandarins will 
have plenty of opportunities. 








CASUALTIES IN IWATE PREFEC: 
TURE. 


—_—_—___—___—_—- 

The figures telegraphed by our special cor- 
respondent from Morioka, and published else- 
where, indicate that the dimensions of the 
calamity have been exaggerated, so far as Iwate 
prefecture is concerned. He puts the killed at 
only 22,947, and the wounded at 3,717, whereas 
the returns published by the vernacular press 
show 25,413 killed and 4,505 wounded. We 
are disposed to think that our correspondent is 
under the mark, 
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TOO UNCONS(IONABLE. 





>——_- 


No journal has any reason to complain if its 
contents are used by a contemporary, but the 
commonest canons of courtesy require that some 
acknowledgment should be made in such cases. 
The following example is so flagrant that we 
feel bound to protest by exposing the act :— 


Fapan Mail, Monday 


morning, June 22nd. 


At a quarter past 9, 
on the 15th instant, says 
the correspondent from 
Kuji, a strong seismic 
shock was felt, and this 
was repeated twice at an 
interval of some 13 min- 
utes, About half past 
J, an appalling sound 
became audible from the 
direction of the sea, and 
soon afterwards moun- 
tainous waves, some 50 
ft. hiph, dashed into the 
town and swept inland to 
a distance of 2% miles 
from the coast. In five 
minutes or thereabouts, 
these avalanchesof water 
retreated to the sea, and 
immediately after their 
retreat, the people of 
Yokaichi, situated about 
2$ miles from Kuji, hast. 
tened to give succour to 
the sufferers, taking with 
them medicines and 
various appliances, The 
night was pitch dark and 
the rescuing patty, led 
by police-constables and 
local officials, groped 
their way from place to 
place, guided by the 
sound of groans. In 
that way many persons 
were discovered, but they 
were neatly all at the last 
gasp, and so soon as 
they were lifted up, they 
expired at once, not even 
having strength to swal. 
low the vestoratives put 
into their mouths. The 
survivors were chiefly 
persons that had taken 
refuge rapidly upon ad- 
jacent elevations, or had 
been caught between 
heaps of lumber. Those 
that fled to the hills had 
to fast for three days. 
At the time of writing, 
the bodies of the dead 
were still lying on the 
beach covered hastily 
with straw mats, and 
already in such a state 
of decomposition as to 
be very offensive. ™ 
* © He saw at that 
beach marks showing 
that the waves must 
have teached a height 
of 56feet. * * * 

The Hochi gives the 
following account of the 
calamity from an eye- 
witness who was at the 
Kamaishi Iron Foundry 
Office on the dreadful 
day. * * * Atabout 
8 p.m. an appalling 
noise, as if produced by 
the simultaneous firing 
of a hundred cannon, 
was heard from the di- 
rection of the sea. The 
sea suddenly heaved toa 
vastheight, * * * . 
The waves swept into 
the town three times in 
succession, the first, how- 
ever, being the most 
terrible. So appalling 
was the force of this fore- 
Most mountain of water 
that, in less than two 
minutes, all the houses 
standing in the lower 
part of the town were 
swept away, aud thous 


Fapan Herald, Monday 


evening, June 22nd. 


A correspondent of the 
Fifi writing from Kaji, 
on the rgth instant says 
that at about a quarter 
past 7 p.m., on the 15th 
inst., a strong earthe 
quake shock was felt, 
aud this was repeated 
twice in au interval of 
some 13 minutes. About 
half-past 7, aw appalling 
sound became audible 
from the direction of the 
sea aud soon afterwards 
mountainous waves, 
some 50 ft. high, dashed 
into the town and swept 
inland to a distance of 
24 miles from the coast. 
In five minutes or thete- 
abouts, these avalanches 
of waler retreated to the 
sea, and immediately 
after their tetieat, the 
people of Yokkaichi, 
situated about 2} miles 
from Kuji, hastened to 
give succour to the suf- 
fevers, taking with them 
medicines and various 
appliances. The wight 
was pitch datk and the 
rescuing party, led by 
policesconstables and 
local officials, groped 
their way from place to 
place, guided by the 
sound of groans, In that 
way Many persons were 
discovered, but they 
were nearly all at the 
last gasp, and so soon 
as they were lifted up, 
some expired at once, 
not even having strength 
to swallow the restora- 
tives put into their 
mouths. The survivors 
were chiefly persons that 
had promptly taken re- 
fuge upon adjacent ele- 
vations, or had been 
caught between heaps of 
lumber, Those that fled 
to the hills had to fast 
for three days. At the 
time of writing, the bod- 
ies of the dead were still 
lying on the beach co- 
vered hastily with straw 
mats, and already in 


‘such a state of decom. 


position as to be very 
offensive. Marks on the 
beach showed that the 
waves must have been 
fully 56 feet high. 

An eye-witness who 
was at the Kamaishi 
Icon Foundry office at 
the time of the disaster, 
has informed the Hochi 
Shimbun that at about 
8 p.m. on the 15th, an 
appalling noise, as if a 
hundred cannon had 
been fired, was heard 
from the direction of the 
sea. Then the sea sud- 
denly heaved to a vast 
height, and the waves 
swept into the town three 
times in succession, the 
fiist, however, being the 
most terrible. So great 
was the force of this first 
mountain of water that, 
in less than two minutes, 
all the houses standing 
in the lower part of the 
town were swept away, 
and thousands of human 


sands of human beings 
were choked or battered 
lodeath, Many might 
have escaped had they 
suspected that a seismic 
wave was approaching. 
That was the case with 
the Headman of the 
town, * * * He 
heard the roar of waters, 
aud *© * * jumped, 
from the second story 
where they were silting, 
and flying towards an 
elevated place, was sav- 
ed. * * * Next 
morning, it was found 
that practically the 
whole town of Kamaishi 
had been swept away, 
only threestorelhouses be- 
ing left standing. Four 
steamers belonging to 
the Foundry were moor 
ed close by at the time of 
the catastrophe. They 
were swept landward 
and now lie among the 
fields at a considerable 
distance from the coast, 
not having suffered any 
special injury, however. 

An official of the Foun. 
dry, Mr. Akaboshi Ta- 
keo, saved g persons 
from drowning, The 
day was the Sthof the 
sth month, according 
to the Old Calender, 
Hence the sea side folks, 
who have not yet adapt- 
ed all their traditions to 
the new calender, were 
celebrating the ‘ Gitl’s 
Festival,” and having 
just finished their feast- 
ing, were in a hilas 
rious condition, when 
wholesale destruction 
overtook them. Those 
who escaped were 
brought face to face with 
starvation, for universal 
ruin had fallen upon 
the district. Pressed by 
hunger, the people de- 
voured, without cooking 
them, fish that had 
fortunately been thrown 
upon the shore in great 
quantities, Against the 
terrible tale of deaths 
have to be set out a few 
warrow escapes. Of 
those at first reported 
missing, some were cast 
ashore by the sea, and 
subsequently returned to 
their villages, only to 
find them deserted and 
their families annihilat- 
ed. In Okachi village, 
for instance, out of 44 
men whose whereabouts 
could not be discovered 
at first, about one half 
were thrown up by the 
sea here and there, and 
have come back. But 
there is small hope that 
many more of these es- 
capes will swell the 
record. Some saved 
their lives by breaking 
through the roofs of theic 
houses while the latter 
were being swept sea- 
ward. ‘These persons 
generally received more 
or less injury. It has 
been found necessary to 
amputate limbs in seve- 
tal instances owing to 
unavoidable tardiness 
of treatment. Many 
Yokohama = merchants 
who carried on (ransac- 
tions in fish manure or 
other’ marine products 
obtained along the coast 
of Rikuzen, Rikuchu, 
and Mutsu, have suffer- 
ed loss to a greater or 
less degree, and it is be- 


. C O gle 


beings were choked or 
battered todeath. Many 
might have escaped had 
they suspected that a 
tidal wave was approachi- 
ing, as the head man of 
the town succeeded in 
doing. He heard the 
roac of the waters and 
jumped from the second 
story of his house, and 
flying to aun elevated 
place was saved. Next 
momming, it was found 
that practically — the 
whole town of Kamaishi 
had been swept away, 
only three storehouses 
being left standing. 
Four steamers belong- 
ing to the Foundty were 
moored close by at the 
time of the catastrophe. 
They were swept land- 
watd and now lie among 
the fields at a consider. 
able distance from the 
coast, not having suffer- 
ed any special injury, 
however, 

An official of the 
Foundry, Mr. Akaboshi 
‘Takeo, saved g persons 
from drowning. The day 
was the 5th of the month, 
according to the Old, 
Calender, and the sea- 
side folk were celebrat- 
ing the ‘Girls’ Festival.” 
and having just finished 
their feasting, were ina 
hilarious condition, when 
wholesale destruction 
overtook them. Those 
who escaped are brought 
face to face with star- 
vation, for universal cuin 
has fallen upon the dis- 
trict. Pressed by hun- 
ger, the people devour, 
without cooking them, 
fish that had fortunately 
been thrown upon the 
shore in great quantities, 
Against the terrible tale 
of deaths have to be set 
out afew narrow escapes. 
Of those at first reported 
missing, some were cast 
ashore by the sea, and 
subsequently returned to 
their villages, only to 
find them deserted and 
their families annihilat- 
ed. In Okachivillage,for 
instance, out of 44 men 
whose whereabouts could 
not be discovered at 
first, about one-half were 
thrown up by the sea 
here and there, and have 
come back. But there 
is small hope that, many 
more of these escapes 
will swell the record. 
Some saved their lives 
by breaking through the 
roofs of their houses 
while the latter were 
being swept seaward. 
These persons generally 
received more or less in- 
jury. Ithas been found 
tiecessary to amputate 
limbs in several ins- 
lances owing ‘to un- 
avoidable tardiness of 
treatment. Many Yoko- 
hama merchants who 
carried on transactions 
in fish manure, or other 
marine products obtain- 
ed along the coast of 
Rikuzen, Rikuchu aod 
Mutsu, are said to have 
suffered loss to a greater 
or less degree, and it is 
believed thal the marine 
industry of the district 
will not be restored to 


its normal condition for |C&Pital of a million yen. 


three or four years. 


lieved that the marine 
industry of the district 
will not be restored to’ 
its wormal condition 
until three or four years 
have elapsed. 





THE SEISMIC-WAVE DISASTER. 
————— 
We beg to acknowledge with thanks receipt 


of the following sums towards the relief of 
sufferers through the terrible disaster in Iwate, 
Aomori, and Miyagi Prefectures :— 


Messrs. Sieber 8 Cov..scsscsscssssscseceeeees $25 
Mr. C. Giusanni  vaccscccsscsscsscesccsveesenee 25 
Captain Brinkley .......cccccssscrsceseeseees 25 
aoe C. de Nembrini Gonzaga ...... 10 
© WNevccccccccccccecccvccncccsecncccesccccesseesecses 2 
Mr. G. Lowther ....ccssscsscosccsooscssesecceces fe 
Dr. E. Baelz COR coor renee eee reneetneeseceecescoces 25 
Mr. E. Chiiossone ......ccccessecvesceesesssense 15 
St. Andiew’s House, Shiba, Tokyo ...... 15 
Lord Dormer .....csesssessscesscessescteessesess LOO 
Mr. Gustave Gilbert .......cccccsescsscsesesnse 20 5 
Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. .......6. 100 
Mr. W. B. Wallter....cecccccsssecssstecenseeses 25 
Messrs. Lane, Crawford & Co. ..scccrecave 50 
Rev. Clay MacCauley ...,....cscecsssessseses 20 
Messrs. J. Witkowski & Co. c.ccccsscseeeee 25 
- Messrs. Nabholz & Osenbiiiggen ......... 50 
Mii Fo NabhWole cccccsscscsvscerseassscecevaveee’ 15 
F, E. eee eSS UL eLVeririrerrerry Try) 5 
Standaid Oil Company of N.Y........06688 100 
Mr. FB. H. Trevithick v.cccliscsccscesessseses 20 
Bishop Bickersteth.......cscccsssccesssevsreeees 50 
The Eastern Press, Lid. wc. secssecesseceee 10 
Mes The Fe Goth oiicisciseiceaccsctveccsssscccs, “20 
Rev. VT. M. MacNair  v.cccesccssessesceseeees 10 
Nits Acde Blase. sciscivessaccenstvaecsocveccs 220 
Mr. Andre Conil . .....ccccsccssssosssesssessees 10 
Rev, W. TT. Austett c.cccoscsascccsesescssenee 5 
Yokohama Juvenile ‘Tonic Sol-fa Society. 50 
Messis. Frazar 8 Co..,..ccccsscssssessessessees 100 
Messis. C. & J. Favie-Brandt......cccc0000. 100 
Mr. M. Wollheim, Mexican Chargé d’Af- 
JOWEE: ciicisssisetiesimiseaiaiekmae SO 
Mr, Js Co PIAll. | cuticseusesicesiicsssensisissavic, 30 
Mr. EB. W. Rutter vccsscccsssccsceevssessseases LO 
Mee FB. Gillett wccscsscsssecesesccscecnscccescceice 20 
Mr. B. H. Chamberlain ....cccccssssssseeeee TO 
Mr. W. B. Mason vcccssssccesssccesssseereeeee TO 
Messrs. Raspe 8 Co.  sscsocecescescesesceeess LOO 
N6s Me POWYS ccs suaasaecsbcnsentseeiuceseceencae-. 20 
Me. Geo, H. Scidimore .i.scscccsoesceccesereee 10 
Dr, J. N. Seymour c.iccccecscescsesessoseeees 10 
Professor G. Droppets ...secsecesseseseeseseee 15 
Mei W. Be Page: sisccsciacesscovecceisassseeee 20 
Rev. Jno. C. Ballagh v..cccccessessessenseees 20 
Rev. Juo. C. Ballagh’s children ........600. 20 
Mes Co Vis SOO” ssnsancdisscccsvacesesceaseserase 200 
The Pacific Mail S.S. Co. ......sccscseeeees 50 
The O. & O. S.S. Co. oO ROO eereaeenessecccces 50 
Dei Divers ciiisssissisecocisccsascaissassiniaris 20 
Yokohama Engine and Iron Works, Ltd. 100 
Messrs. Butterfield & Swire ....c.csece0008 100 
China and-Japan Trading Company, Ltd. 50 
Mev As J. Lines esccccisissssicsccaseursaseseiscs 10 
Rev. Henry T. Ting .....cccscccscsscesevsesvee 15 


Mr, Fred. G. Woodruff,.......cccccsssceseoves 5 


Messts. H. MacActhur & Co....ssesscscceee 25 
Mire Sec Ve Beeely: svcieviscavesssvesveseiestaces 20 
CAptait Misiletivssecediiccissecstesaeeiasmaee, 25 
Mr. Ex Hs House: sisiciiesssscsescoectisvecssse 25 


Mise: DeQtar: scisciissnn scessecusiviewseuiieuee. 5 


Pic Coo Sirs ceweseotaeesinns Gk 10 


eeeeceeasesesesansasad 


Dr. D. Macdonald  ,....cccccccscccecsccseeese 10 
Captain Baron d’Aehienthal .........cc008 25 
GCM: sas wcavatadvacdvhiiciaasettaiearideac, 20 
Messrs. Noith and Rae, Limited ........ 25 
Mis Leg Mra Gut icc ccdeiccisectscassvesesavencsce (10 
Mii Po M1088 wc icccssnescyecets covsnisvaawsins: O25 
WV Thi Plo Gav casecisasiinsiiete -cdedediinbsesasiemee 110 
Revs.) Puppet cacctescsistssviimnasiaviny. 5 

aS Dicctess ved sceteesecscetevescenieest sed toceciondeee 5 
WY seleccissrissanestivarteseirsekdeaaiieiios 10 
Messrs, Langfeldt & Co., Limited ......... 100 
Rev. G. M. Meachant .....ccescccsssrseceeess 40 


A.M. PRO eee RHO ETH CHO R De EES eee ROE nOasO}enESEeeS 5 


Mr. R. Paget a eeeeneeccceeceeesecssevecsrescesss 20 
Nite Ji CONGEG | scectcsasvivadecrteccesvancsesess’ 0 
Rev. F. W. Voegelein .....cscccescessecseneee 10 
Dee Ce bls He Hall ascicncisisviscisvensadscrase:-10 





The sugar merchants of Tokyo are arranging 
to float an Imperial Sugar Company with a 
They will buy some 
ground now occupied by the Sapporo Sugar 
Manufacturing Company at Shinagawa. 
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THE PEKIN-HANKOW RAILWAY. 
A gee a 

A most flagrant act of bad faith is quaintly 
announced in an Imperial Message from the 
Emperor of China to the Viceroys of the Peiyang 
and Hukuang provinces. Last December, the 
chief officials of the Ministry of War memorializ- 
ed the Throne, recommending that the building 
of the Pekin-Hankow Railway be given to a 
Cantonese Syndicate, headed by an expectant 
Taotai. The Emperor, approving, ordered the 
Taotai to return to Canton and collect a preli- 
minary sum of ten million taels as a guarantee 
of good faith. By and by, the Taotai wired that 
he had collected seven millions out of the ten, 
and that he would himself bring the money to 
Pekin in June. For what purpose he was to 
bring it there, no intimation is given. In the 
meanwhile, two other Cantonese syndicates 
succeeded in raising ten millions each, and 
sought permission to tender for the building of 
the line. Thereupon the Emperor, quietly 
ignoring his promise to the first syndicate, 
directed that the work of construction be divided 
into three equal portions, each syndicate to 
have one. 


There is a noteworthy fact in connection with 
the construction of China’s first big railway. 
The Emperor orders that no foreigners shall be 
allowed to hold shares in the companies en- 
trusted with the work of construction. Precisely 
the opposite course was pursued in Japan. 
When the Japan Railway Company was or- 
ganized for the purpose of building the northern 
half of the main trunk line, it was officially an- 
nounced that foreigners might own shares, 





—_—. 


MR. SAKUMA TENUCHI INTER- 
VIEWED. 


—__—__ a ————___— 

A representative of the Marnfchi recently 
interviewed Mr. Sakuma Teiichi, President of 
the Shuyeisha, now suffering severely from lung 
trouble. Mr. Sakuma, notwithstanding his seri- 
ous malady, is a very energetic man of business, 
the labour question and emigration being his 
special fields of thought and action. With regard 
to new enterprises, he observed that, if his 
ideas were not mistaken, the panic now appre- 
hended by some of the public as a result of a too 
hasty rush into speculative enterprises, would 
not occur, as the tide of affairs apparently leading 
to it would be arrested through the opening of an 
enormous new market that could easily absorb all 
the products of the new undertakings. This new 
market was China. For several years her imports 
had exceeded her exports by about 10 million 
yen per annum, but against this must be set the 
30 million yes that Chinese labourers abroad 
were yearly laying by. Therefore, through fo- 
reign intercourse, China was profiting to the 
extent of 20 million yen a year. However, the 
protection of life and property being insecure, 
people were obliged to hide their hoards, and the 
amount thus withdrawn from circulation must 
reach an enormous sum. Apparently the time 
had arrived for the Chinese to properly utilise 
their hidden treasures and invest them with the 
Russo-Chinese Bank. This Bank had been 
started with the avowed purpose of attracting 
foreign capital, but it was extremely likely that 
the possessors of hoarded treasures in China 
would gladly take advantage of such a medium 
of safe investment. If so, the money market of 
China would undergo a radical change, and its 
purchasing powers be enhanced. Yarns, 
marine products, and miscellaneous goods 
would be imported from Japan in far larger 
quantities than at present, and Japan would be 
saved the disastrous consequences of a glutted 
market and a commercial panic. 

Mr. Sakuma next warned his countrymen 
against attaching too much weight to the 
cheap labour of Japan when running in competi- 
tion with other peoples in the arena of industry 
and manufacture. It is not correct to speak of 
Japanese labour as cheap, for though the rela- 
tive difference in the amount of wages actually 
paid to labour in Japan and in Western countries 
seems very great, the discrepancy will disappear 
as the demand for skilled artisans, apart 


from mere labourers, becomes more insistent. 
Mr. Sakuma illustrated this point by referring 
to the paper-board business. He controls one 
mill of thatnature. Some while after beginning 
that kind of work, the daily output did not 
exceed 6 tons; at present, with the same 
machinery, the output was over 13 tons, this 
marked increment being entirely due to the 
greater experience of the mechanics. But they 
now received wages in proportion to their ability. 
This showed how incorrect it would be to base 
estimates of the cost of labour in Japan upon 
the wages paid to unskilled labour alone. More- 


-over, every advance in the costof living was neces- 


sarily followed by a rise of wages, and this in 
time would eliminate the factor of cheap labour. 
In regard to emigration, Mr. Sakuma observed 
that circumstances were very favourable for 
Japanese to emigrate abroad. Broad tracts in 
Central and Southern America were at present 
untilled and allowed to lie waste for lack of 
men to cultivate them. Neither Europeans 
nor Americans were fit for opening up these lands 
and bringing them under cultivation, but the 
Japanese peasantry were evidently destined to 
accomplish the work. 





2HE FUTURE OF PALESTINE. 
—_——___———__——- 

Mr. Holman Hunt, the eminent painter, who 
has spent many years in Syria, has written a re- 
markable letter to. Zhe Fewish Chronicle onthe 
subject of the returu of the Jews to Palestine, 
He advocates, says a correspondent of the 
Friend of India, the retuin of the Jews to the 
land of their forefathers on political and_phil- 
anthropic grounds. He says that Palestine 
‘will soon become a direful field of con- 
tention to the infernally armed forces of the 
European Powers, so that it is calculated to 
provoke a curse to the world of the most appal- 
ling character.” Russia, Greece, Italy, France, 
Austria, and Germany are said to be even now 
actively pushing their interests there. The 
Russians are probably best prepared to make 
capital of the demolition and partition of the 
Turkish Empire whenever itcomes. They hold 
various strategic points in Palestine, as convents 
and monasteries, and as places of pilgrimage. 
They have built a lofty tower on the Mount of 
Olives, 220 feet high and containing a monster 
bell, weighing twenty tons. When this great 
bell is tolled, it is expected that it will be 
heard in Jaffa, Jericho, and Mount Lebanon. 
On the summit of the tower—which com- 
mands a most extensive view in all direc- 
tions—is an electric light, and there, is tele- 
graphic communication from the tower to 
the monasteries of Mar Saba. It is well-known 
that the Russian convents and monasteries in 
the Holy Land are stored with arms and ammuni- 
tion which can be freely smuggled into Palestine 
by bribes to the corrupt Turkish officials; and 
the Muscovite is unsurpassed in the art of bri- 
bery, which’ is a recognised custom in Russia. 
Many of the so-called monks and priestsare really 
old soldiers in disguise, and probably no one has 
any correct idea of their real number. Though 
not coveting Palestine for herself, England could 
not allow the land to get into the possession 
of any of her rivals, and especially of Russia. 
For Syria is the key to Egypt, and British in- 
terests there, and in the Suez Canal route to 
India, are too strong to permit indifference to 
the fate of Palestine. Everything, in fact, points 
to the possibility of the country becoming once 
more the centre of political disturbance for the 
modern, as it was for many centuries for the 
ancient, world. Mr. Holman Hunt suggests 
that the settlement of the Jews on their 
own soil, as an independent kingdom, would 
be a satisfactory solution of the impending pro- 
blem. He advocates only peaceful means for 
the attainment of this end. He affirms it as his 
conviction—the result of many years’ residence 
in Syria—that the poor oppressed Israelite is 
passionately sincere in his longing for the re- 
establishment of his nation in the land of his 
fathers. The sentiment throughout the world 
is so intensely strong in favour of this dream of 


the ‘ages, that every hour its advocates will 


increase. There is an enormous mass of wealth 


Google 


in the hands of the Jewish race that would be 
freely available for the purpose. By purchase 
from the insolvent and hated Sultan, the land 
could be readily obtained, if only the sanction 
of the civilised nations could be gained. Then 
a wise expenditure of capital in renewing the 
exhausted resources of the country would com- 
plete the restoration. The plan looks fea- 
sible, if only the ‘“ Powers” could be brought 
round to it; but that is the crux of the 
problem. The agreement of the “ Powers ” 
is unattainable so long as one of them has 
rival interests which it is determined to 
maintain at all hazards. It has transpired 
that the duplicity of Russia paralysed the 
whole of Europe in regard to intervention on 
behalf of the massacred and outraged Ar- 
menians. Turkey could defy England and 
all Christendom —secure in the assurance 
that Russia’s attitude would stay the relief 
which could only be given at the cost of 
certain conflict among the armies of Europe. 
Russia’s attitude towards Palestine would be 
the same as towards Armenia: the crisis is 
only delayed and not averted, and who can 
tell where it will next become acute? The 
Eastern question still awaits solution, and 
Jerusalem will be a more important centre than 
Constantinople. Chaos will ultimately give 
place to order; but whether through peace or 
war, events will show. 





LANCASHIRE TRADE WITH FAPAN. 


pa - -->— rie Ser 

We take the following from the London and 
China Express:—At the quarterly general. 
meeting of the members of the Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce, the President, Mr. W. 
H. Holland, in the course of his opening ad- 
dress, said :—He understood that producers for 
Indian and Chinese markets were mostly fairly 
engaged, but the Chinese demand was one that 
fluctuated considerably, and having been much 
more important than usual of late it was thought 
by some they need not be alarmed if there 
should be a dwindling in that direction. There 
was one matter which had come before the 
Board during the last quarter which was not on 
the list of subjects named in the convening 
circular. An alteration had been made in our 
commercial relations with Japan. On February 
6th the Foreign Office issued the supplementary 
convention concluded between Great Britain 
and Japan. It was signed at Tokyo in the 
middle of last year and ratified in December. 
This convention substituted a specific for an ad 
valorem tariff, and was annexed to the protocol 
of July 16th, 1894, and there was to be a trien- 
nial readjustment of these duties. The object 
of this was that if there should be violent fluc- 
tuations in exchange, it would give a chance of 
their being rectified to the values of the com- 
modities that were imported into Japan, and 
tariffs, he understood, were being negotiated by 
Japan with other Powers now that the one with 
Great Britain had been settled. Trade in that 
part of the world showed an extraordinary de- 
gree of expansion. The export trade of Japan, 
as carried on in the last year, showed an in- 
crease of some $32,000,009 over the previous 
year. Great Britain had so far undoubtedly the 
biggest share of that trade, but it was a fact that 
Japanese houses were year by year supplanting 
European houses. In 1885 out of a trade of 
65,000,000 ye he found that trade of the value 
of 7,000,000 yen was conducted by Japanese 
houses, the European and American houses be- 
ing responsible for the balance of 58,000,000 
yen ; but the proportions were altered decidedly 
in 1894, when out of 229,000,000 yer, 56,000,000 
were done by Japanese houses and only 173,- 
000,000 by American and European houses. 
The net result was that in ten years the native 
share of the trade had been multiplied eight- 
fold. In concluding, the President referred to 
the mission the Blackburn Chamber of Com- 
merce were about to send to China. The 
mission, he said, must have their strongest 
sympathy. It showed there was a great deal of 
pluck and determination and self-reliance in 
the Blackburn Chamber—qualities not likely to 
be easily daunted by difficulties in developing 
trade with China or any other part of the world. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
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Our readers must distinctly understand that we are in no 
sense responsible for the sentiments or opinions of our corre- 
spondents, for the accuracy of their assertions, or for the 
deductions they may choose to draw therefrom.) 


GEORG EBERS AND BUDDHISM. 


To THE EDITOR OF THE “ JAPAN MAIL.” 


Sir,—The enclosed printed letter of the great 
German Egyptologist, Dr. Georg Ebers, to Mrs. 
Elizabeth A. Reed, of Chicago, in answer to her 
letter asking him if he had turned a Buddhist, 
so beautifully represents the nature of the divine 
Person and the essence of His Gospel that I have 
ventured to think its reproduction in your columns 
may be found helpful to many of your readers, 


Sincerely yours, ISAAC DOOMAN. 
June 22nd, 1896. 


It is true that I find in Buddhism many true and 
beautiful thoughts: but I am far from being an advocate 
of that system. . . . It seems to me as if that which 
we call Christianity has absorbed much which is in oppo- 
sition to the true intention of its founder, and a reform is 
necessary; but that has nothing to do with the person of 
Jesus Christ, who is to me supremely worthy of love. The 
son of a virgin, born in a manger—he who was spit upon, 
crucified upon the cross—how much dearer he becomes to 
ae Weary and oppressed than the philosophical prince of 

ndia ! 

Who bequeathed warmer, happier love than he who 
wore the cruel crown of thorns, than he who was himself 
love, and give it first to the world? Before he came the 
circle uf one’s love was confined to his people, his state, his 
family, or some chosen ones; but Christ gave the world the 
great love which embraces all mankind. Never could I 
desert Christ, for I love him, and he knows love so well, 

No, worthy friend, | have not become a Buddhist; I 
remain Christian to the end, and also educate my children 
as Christians. I teach them to love the Holy One, as ear- 
nesily as my mother taught these truths to me, her only 
son; and my warm-hearted Christian wife stands side by 
side with me in this matter. 

{t naturally follows that I would be glad to discredit 
the wonderful bit of information (?) which had its o:igin 
in America, and show your people that nothing is further 
from me than to become disloyal to Christ, by attaching 
myself to any other religion. You, dear frienu, will do me 
a great favour, if you will impart to your countrymen, the 
fact that I remain. that which I have always been—a 
Christian. 

My convictions are grounded upon earnest thinking, 
and especially upon outer and inner experience, upon which 
I can rely. 

Next March I shall be sixty years of age, and I have 
loved much, erred much, borne much, and worked much. 

With kindly greetings, truly yours, 

_Georc Esgrs. 








BASEBALL. 
—__—____@____—. 

A match was played on Wednesday between a 
team from the U.S.S. Detrott aud a team made 
up of players from the Y.C. and A.C., and the 
U.S.S. Olympia. A good game resulted. Scores: 

Y¥.C. & A.C. & “ Oryaeta.” “ Dzgrro:r,’’ 

POS, RUNS OUT. POS. RUNS. OUT. 


Smith ... .. CF 4 z Lyons... CF ° 5 
Abel... 58 a 3 Albroy ... ... 3B 1 2 
Stanley ... .. 3B ° x Hurd... «. RF I ‘ 
Monahan... c ° a Casey 4. os. XB o 4 
Schweyer ... 3B o 4 Cullen... ... 88 I r 
Thomas... ... RF o 4 Simmons et ° 3 
Ellis... woe 2B z 2 Ubelhoar.. LF ° 4 
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THE GREAT SEISMIC-WAVE. 
——_—___—_@-__———_ 
(FRoM A SPECIAL CoRRESPONDENT.) 


Shizukawa, Motoyoshi District, Sendai. 
June arst 1896. 

After twa days and two nights of almost con- 
stant travel I have reached the centre of the ter- 
ritory swept by the fearful seismic wave on the 15th. 
At present I have only time for a few words— 
details will follow later. ‘he reports of the great 
loss of life that we found in circulation upon 
reaching Sendai, and which were undoubtedly 
forwarded to Tokyo and probably published 
in the Afai/, are in no way exaggerated: in fact 
the worst has not been told. very hour as the 
search is extended the calamity grows more 
horrible—the loss of life and property reaches ever 
a higher figure; until now it has exceeded the most 
gloomy predictions—and yet but half is known, 
In this district alone, covering but a few miles, 
the lass of life has already reached 3,255, and 
24,295 persons have been rendered homeless and 
have applied to the Government for aid. The 
noble Red Cross Society has its corps of patient 
woikers already on the field, caring for’ the 
hundreds of wounded men, women and child- 
ren. Food is very scarce, almost unprocruable. My 


companisn and self are able to get rice—for 
which we ate thankful—but no other provisions 
whatsoever. We are meeting with the uniform 
kindness that is characteristic of the Japanese offi 
cial. The great need at present is workers and pro- 
visions. Scarcely a stone’s throw from where 
I write, bloated and mangled bodies are lying, al- 
teruately exposed to the pellting rain and buruing 
sun, which has marked the weather of the last 
few days; until the air has been literally poisoned 
with the gas arising from the putrid bodies, be- 
cause there is no one who can be spared to bury 
them, It can not be helped: the living must 
first be rescued, and the lives of the wounds 
ed saved by careful treatment. The too small 
band of workers, already exhausted by almost 
constant loil, are scarcely in sufficient numbers to 
accomplish even this. 

The majority of the houses of the ruined dis- 
trict are the homes of those engaged in producing 
silk, and as such are large buildings, not the 
small buts that one finds along the coast in 
villages supported by fishing. The houses that 
remain are so crushed and entangled with 
wréckage, that it requires a large force working 
many hours to force a way through the mass, suf- 
ficient to cecover the bodies of the victims. Con- 
sequently but few investigations have been made. 

At one place I visited, where the cruel wave 
left but one building standing out of the many, 
I found that the men comprising the searching 
party were so few in numbers that it required 
them all, working together, for many hous 
to search through one tuined home, while many 
other dwellings remained on one side, sometimes 
with a man, woman or child standing wear by 
bewailing the fate of some loved one imprisoned 
within, 

Putting sympathy aside—and mine has been 
truly tried—it would seem essential to avoid pesti- 
lence that a sufficient force went into the field at 
once, or would it be against the usages of mill. 
lary organization if the troops at Sendai, only 
two days distant from here ,were brought in to 
take charge of this important task P However, if 
this is not done there is some important reason 
why, for that the Japanese will adopt the best 
methods of caring for the living and the dead we 
may test assured. 

As I write a gendarme officer has just informed 
me (thal troops are coming—in fact, the few 
mournful survivors of the village are now rushing 
up the street Lo welcome them, 


Shizukawa, June 2tst. 

To give the reader proper ideas of the horror 
that the devastated district swept by the tidal wave 
presents, would require avfar more skilful pen 
than mine, and perhaps it is better so, for were it 
possible for me to picture those scenes in sucha 
vivid manner that they would appear realistic, ] 
fear that the impression created must be one of 
such extreme horror as to inflict too rude a shock 
on persons of tender sensibilities. 


Upon receiving trustworthy information of the 
extent of the calamity, I made arrangements al 
once forreaching the stricken districts. Thanks 
to the kindness of Admiral Tsunoda, Mr. Ewara, 
of the Formosa Navy Bureau, was permitted to ac- 
company me, and we departed for Sendai, the capi- 
tal of one of ihe afflicted prefectures, on the early 
morning train, the second day after the telegrams 
of the disaster had been published. Aniving there 
at night we remained until morning, meanwhile 
having received valuable assistance from General 
Baron Nogi, who advised us to go to Shizukawa 
and from there work north along the coast. 

We were able to go by train a short distance 
to Nitta, where we were obliged to make the rest 
of the journey by jsinrtkisha. After a great deal 
of difficulty we succeeded in securing two of 
these vehicles at the rather high cate of 18 cents 
per mile, and started on our thirty mile trip to the 
Coast, 

Late at night on the second day we reached 
Maiya, where we stopped ata miserable inn, which 
promised to afford us afew hours of rest, but 
which proved to be hours of great activity, for the 
place was infested with vermin. Only cice and 
salt fish could be secured here for food.* At 
4 a.m. we were on our way again following 
a splendid road through a beautiful country, as 
charming asany I have seen in the whole of Japan, 
Passing through a well-built brick tunnel which 
punctures the summit of the coast range of hills, 
we rested a few moments at a sinall wayside tea- 
house, from the veranda of which we caught our 
first glimpse of the dread stricken districts, with 
thesea now so smooth, calm and peaceful, stretch- 
ing on beyond until it is lost in the glare of the 
sun, This is five miles from the coast. We put 
afew questions to the man of the house. Did he 
feel any earthquake shocks P 

“Yes, several during the afternoon and evening. 

Had hie heard the roar—the approaching wave ? 
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“Ves, he had heard a sound like the beating of 
a huge temple drum. Threetimes, and each time 
he had heard it repeated as it echoed through the 
tnonel.”? 

It was but a short ride down grade to our de- 
stination=the village of Shizukawa. Our first 
sight of the effect of the wave was seen perhaps a 
mile from the coast, where, in the paddy fields 
which stood apparently well above sea level, were 
fishing boats, tackle and wreckage of all descrip- 
tions, Continuing on, we teached the surviving 
portion of the village, which is located on a little 
plot of land, not sufficiently high to avoid the wave 
but high enough to break its force, leaving the 
houses practically uninjured. I first presented 
my credentials at the district office, which is here 
located, and then walked down a few blocks to view 
closer the scene of destruction which lay before us. 
The majority of the houses of this village, as well 
as of the district, are large, for the people are en- 
gaged in the sill industry as well as fishing, and 
each house served for warehouse as well as horme. 
Those that had been struck seemed to have been 
crushed to the earth, the immense straw roof asa 
rule preserving nearly its shape but the rest of the 
house forming a mass of impenetrable wreckage 
lying but a few feet from the ground. Theirc 
situations were changed, they resting now where 
they touched ground as the wave receded. 
A few were floating out to sea carrying their 
cargo of dead, others on the beach, some inverted, 
others telescoped together, while the whole flat was 
littered with the débris. The force of water had 
even levelled the foundations, scattering the stones 
about, and in some places the earth had been 
scooped out to a depth of three or four feet. 
We visited other points to the noth, but the 
scenes were about the same. Death and destruce 
tion everywhere. Here the configuration of the 
coast was such that as the wave teceded the houses 
and buildings were carried out to sea leaving 
scarcely anything lo mark the site of a once pro- 
sperous village, while there the wave forced up a 
natrow fiord had driven the houses with one 
terrific rush into the biptlands ahead, where they 
were crushed into one intermingling mass of tim- 
ber, straw, and wreckage, now forming a cruel 
grave for many a bloated, mangled body. 


It was at the close of a day of gaiety, for 
the village people had been celebrating the Boys’ 
Festival, Work had not entirely been cast aside, 
for it was during the season when the silk worms 
demand their food of mulberry leaves. Still the 
days’ work-was through and many of the neighbors 
had come together after the last meal to enjoy the 
evening and thus make as much of the eventful day 
as possible. The morning bad been cloudy and the 
sea obscured by fog. At 5 p.m. exceedingly heavy 
rain fell, to cease again in an hour, leaving the air 
filled with mist. From 7 to 8 p.m. two shocks of 
earthquake were distinctly felt. About 8.30 p.m. 
a deep roar was heard coming from the sea to the 
south-east, followed in close succession by two 
similar sounds, each more terrifying than the other, 
It was then that the village people felt that some 
terrible calamity was about lo overcome them. 
But to save themselves, for the great majority, 


was then too late, for the huge wave almost in- 


stantly followed, sweeping over their homes, engul- 
fing all in its grasp, whichmeant for so many 
thousands, death. To those residing on the eleva- 
tions out of danger it was difficult to realize the ex- 
tentofthedisaster. The night was intensely dark, 
The shrieks of the men, women, and children 
heard above the roar of the angry wave, were 
enough to piece the stoutest heart. They dared 
not, however, venture to the rescue, although some 
standing by were aware that their dearest relations 
were among the number, for it would have been 
but to have joined their loved ones in death. 
About g p.m, the water receded sufficiently to 
make it safe to enter the lowlands. But it 


|was then late and although many were found 


and aided, the majority were already dead, while 
some whose heart-rending cry of pain and agony 
had led the rescuers to the wrecked home, were 
reached only to find to their horror that the suffer- 
ing one could not be extiicated from the maze of 
wreckage, and they were forced to stand aside until 
death brought to the poor victim its own relief. 
Thus in the little village of Shizu, which was one 
of the most wretched I visited, only 11 wounded 
were rescued, out of 744 who met their death. 
The next morning the survivors who were able, 
were at the task of caring for the wounded. 
Schools and temples were converted into hos- 
pitals, and all acted as surgeons. ‘Towels, old 
kimonos, futons, elc., were used for bandages. 
Alter the wounded had all been removed, atten- 
tion was given to the recovery of the dead, but 
owing to the insufficient number of workmen and 
the great difficulty in extricating the bodies, but 
litle headway had been made even up to the lime 
of my arrival several days later. 
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Even after the dead were secured, coffins had 
to be made and graves dug, and men could not be 
spared for this work, for as the chief official told 
me, and quite tight he was too:— We must first 
care for the living—-the wounded must be nursed, 
the uninjured survivors must be fed. Until this 
is done the dead must remain uncared for.” 
The force of men present were only sufficient, all 
working together, to force their way through the 
ruins of one house ata time, and it required several 
hours works; for this reason the dead contained in 
neatly all the houses had not yet been removed. 


In the district 3.314 met with death and 715 
were wounded. One small roam, 12 feet square, 
contained twenty dead, About the streets, lying 
beside the ruined houses everywhere, the bloated 
and crushed bodies could be seen. Every breaker 
of the sea rolled upon the sands the dead, and 
carried them back as its receded. Men, women, 
and children that the fury of the wave bad stripped 
of clothing, the swollen bodies unrecognizable, and 
alternately exposed to the sun and water, until 
the air was literally poisoned with the gas arising. 
Aud the wounded. Men, women, and children, 
some fearfully injured, while many were suffering 
with the water and sand that had been taken into 
the lungs. A woman with a frightful) wound, 
caused bya piece of timber being driven nearly 
entirely through the body. Others, with legs and 
arms smashed off, with eyes gouged out, with the 
flesh literally torn from their very bones. Crushed 
and mangled bodies seemingly with scarcely life 
enough for a single gasp. 

What a fearful scene of suffering humanity, and 
above it all the fearful stench from the suppurat- 
ing wounds of the living, the rotting bodies of the 
dead. I thought from my past experience I had 
become hardened to all scenes of death and suffer- 
ing, but this was more than I could stand. Iwas 
forced to retire, and I am almost ashamed to admit 
that for a moment I collapsed altogether. Per- 
haps the fact that for 16 hours I had only had one 
small dish of rice to eat had a great deal to do 
with it. At least a gendarme officer thought so 
and sent out his sergeant to search for food. 
And as a result, I was able to add two duck 
eggs to a few spoiled sandwiches, which if not food 
to be relished, filled up the space and left me 
feeling strong again, in consequence of which I 
suffered no more inconvenience from the sights 
about me during my stay. This may serve a 
little to describe the fearfulness of the scene. In 
my next letter I will explain the methods adopted 
in cating for the wounded and disposing of the 
enormous number of dead. 


Mizusakai Village, Sendai Prefecture, 
June 22nd 1896. 

It may appear strange to many that there was 
so much difficulty in securing men to assist in the 
care of the dead, that for five, six, and it will 
no doubt reach ten days, corpses were in many 
instances still unburied. But the peculiar condi- 
tions, existing must be taken into considerations 

Fristly—The only villages of any population 
were those that were destroyed, and it is many 
miles in the intetior before any considerable set- 
tled district is found. Secondly—The calamity 
occurred right in the busiest days of the silk pro- 
ducing season; at a time when to neglect the 
feeding of the silk-worms for a single day would 
result in the loss of all, For this reason the 
country people, who perhaps do not look upon the 
disaster in quite the humane way that we do, 
were ill-inclined to bring upon themselves the 
miseries of poverty, even though it were to aid 
their countrymen on the verge of death. 
Thirdly—Food in the stricken districts was 
almost unprocurable, consequently helpers from 
abroad must provide themselves with food brought 
by them. This no doubt discouraged many who 
would have come to the rescue had they thought 
that food and shelter would be given them. 

Atallevents, there was acruel scarcity of helpers, 
and the village officials found it necessary to ac- 
tually force the neighbouring villagers to aid. 
Notifications were sent tu each place that they 
must send their quota of workmen, who, 
must also come provided with food for three 
days. In this way 200 men were drafted. 
In one small shanty, that had fortunately 
alighted right side up, two or three men. were 
unceasingly at work knocking together unplaned 
boards into rough boxes to be used as coffins. 
They could supply only a small portion of the 
number needed, and packing boxes, cases, casks, 
tubs, crates, even baskets, in fact anything that 
would hold a body, were used as substitutes. 
The survivors themselves were so few that they 
were not able to care for the dead, consequently 
bodies remained for days unburied. As I men- 
tioned in a previous letter, the houses were large 
and had, as a rule, been crushed down to the earth 
by the wave, leaving the straw roof usually intact. 
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The tools of the villagers having been swept 
away or hidden in the ruins, it was impossible, 
fur the first few days, to remove the débris 
sufficiently to search for the hodies. Eventually 
this deficiency was made up and the work of re- 
moving the dead commenced in earnest. It was 
the quickest method, and the one usually put into 
execution, to cut a hole of considerable size in the 
roof and through this, if possible, to remove suf- 
ficient of the wreckage to allow of a hasty search 
for bodies. When the dead were found, a strong 
piece of matting, with ropes attached, was lowered 
through the hole, the body placed upon it and 
fastened, then hauled up and laid in the street 
near by to await the burial party. This work was 
progressing extremely slowly, and the bodies were 
so badly decomposed that they had to be jandled 
very carefully to avoid mutilation. 

In the case of light bodies, if dressed in par- 
ments sufficiently strong, they were brought up by 
catching the fabrics by hooks fastened on the end 
of staffs that all the workers seemed to be pre- 
vided with. In this way the putrified body could 
be removed without being handled, But few were 
buried with any attempt at ceremony. I saw but 
one funeral patty, consisting of a man bear- 
ing a simple green branch broken from a tree, 
followed by two men carrying a rude, unplaned 
box, so roughly built that it was not sufficient to 
conceal the conter.ts. Lastly, the two sad mourners, 
a woman and child oppressed, stricken with the 
dreadful grief that cannot give vent to tears. 
The great majority of households had not one 
person left alive in them, and on that account the 
dead had to be left to the last without giving pain 
to anyone. No relatives surviving, in many in- 
stances not even a friend to mourn the death, there 
were none to escort the body to the grave. 
In such cases the burials were made as quick- 
ly as possible by the regular parties detailed for 
that work, The bodies were placed in the coffins 
without any attempt at clothing them, unless they 
were stark naked, when a mat or old futon was 
wrapped about them. Separate graves were dug, 
although I fear too hastily. In these the bodies 
were placed often unidentified. I rather expected 
that cremation would be practiced, it being the 
quickest and safest manner of disposing of the 
dead; but the district official, in answer to my in. 
quicies on the matter, informed me that as nearly 
all the villagers were of the Shinto faith, which 
does not countenance cremation, he did not wish to 
inflict further pain upon them, so had ordered that 
all be buried. The calamity-stricken district is two 
days distant from Sendai, so it Was not until the 
morning of the third day after the disaster, that 
the trained help of the Red Cross Society arrived. 
Before their arrival the wounded persons were in 
the hands of inexperienced volunteers. Teachers, 
officials, villagers, all who were willing to dress 
wounds, tie up the bleeding arteries, and aid the 
sufferers generally, were most thankfully received, 
And from the pale, gaunt faces of this little party 
is was plainly to be seen how hard they had 
laboured, day and night, and with insufficient 
food, to relieve the distress about them. 


In one of the villages, near by, the few simple 
country people surviving were wot able to give 
auy aid to the many wounded who were dying on 
account of unavoidable neglect. When the first 
help from outside—two military surgeons—arrived 
so filled with gratitude were the people, that they 
embraced them, fell upon their knees, and blessed 
them in a perfect frenzy of delight. Now the 
work is progressing in a systematic manner. The 
large buildings—schools; temples—have been con- 
verted into hospitals, and the wounded are under 
the care of the regular medical corps. I witnessed 
during my trip many sad scenes, some that will 
remain vividly impressed upon my memory for 
years. At Shizu, near a large house that had been 
crushed into a single mass, were standing a little 
group of women and children, weeping and wailing. 
With tears and lamentations they were beseechin 
aid that the bodies of father and children confine 
within might not be left longer, putrifying as they 
were. The offensive gases were already polluting 
the air but they minded it not, and one poor crea- 
ture, apparently the mother, with frantic cries, was 
feebly tearing at the unyielding mass of wreckage 
unaware, in the excess of sorrow, that her poor 
effects would be of no avail. 


Another little party, clasping each others’ hands, 
were watching as the body of grandfather, grand- 
mother, wife, and child were brought through 
the roof of the ruins of their once happy home, 
to be laid down before them. A man of fifty 
years of age, weakened from lack of food and 
exposure, was moaning with despair as he ‘again 
and again vainly tried to remove the now cor- 
rupted body of his old father, which was pinioned 
to the earth by wreckage. 


The curious tricks of fate, often noticeable in 
great calamities were not lacking here, In one 
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house, from which I witnessed the dead re- 
moved, resided a cripple, a contorted creature 
who had lost the use of his legs. Two others, a 
healthy adult and a child, shared the home. All 
three were together when, with a cushing, mighty 
noise, the wave was upon them. But one survived, 
and that one uninjured—the deformed ‘helpless 
ciipple. Perhaps his life was granted by his 
maker as a reward forthe years of paticnt suffer- 
gy. 

The roof a house, surrounded with wreckage, had 
been carried by the receding wave to sea, and be- 
lieving it to contain dead, it was visited by a boat. 
One man succeeded in forcing an entrance 
through the roof. Imagine his surprise in finding 
thére, beside the mangled form of a woman, long 
dead, a little baby, the sole survivor, not only un- 
huct, but wellin health, occupying a space that 
the wreckage had seemed to form with the intention 
of protecting this helpless little child from harm. 


Wishing to know in what light the poor people 
living in the district regarded the calamity, we 
questioned a fisherman, one of the survivors of a 
destroyed village. Are you not afraid to live 
longer on this coast we asked? ‘No, why 
should I. The gods have cast this disaster 
among us and many have been carried away it 
is true, but Yedo was shaken down in my father’s 
time, and was not Nagoya but a short time ago 
almost destroyed ? We escaped and were thank- 
ful. It was wow our turn and the wave was 
sent as a punishment for our sins. The wicked 
must repent, “he answered slowly and sadly, 


[From ouR SpeciAL CoRRESPONDENT.} 


Aomori Pref., Hachinohe, June 22nd, 7.30 p.m. 

It was far from pleasant—the long, dusty ride 
to this out-of-the way place 400 miles from Tokyo. 
Leaving Ueno at 2.30 p.m., Shiriuchi Junction 
was reached at 1 p.m. to-day. The train that left 
Ueno was crowded to the uttermost, the majority 
of the passengers being for Ichinoseki, Morioka, 
and beyond, getting thus as near as possible to 
the devastated littorals of Miyagi and Iwate 
Prefectures. Yet, instead of working from the 
southern, and most injured, districts northward, 
I deemed it expedient, after mature deliberation 
with some Japanese journalistic friends, to 
begin from the most northern point of the wrecked 
coast, and go thence southward. To Hachinohe 
one gets quite easily by rail, after changing cars 
at Shiriuchi; but the rest of the road to be travers- 
ed will have to be by jinrikisha, at the rate of not 
more than 13 72 (say, 32 miles) a day. No 
one, I found soon after may arrival here, had 
as yet visited Hachinohe in osdec to inspect 
the damage done to the coast-wise villages, so 
the field was a virgin one and deeply interest. 
ing. Situated in the south-eastern corner of 
Aomori Prefecture, Hachinohe, a rather unsight- 
ly, poverty-stricken town with about 5,000 inhabi- 
tants, lies within two miles of the sea. From this 
place northwards to the bold promontory known 
as Cape Shiraya, the coast-line has a gentle ine 
ward sweep, is low, and backed by a long une 
dulating range of hills, or better, hillocks. Half- 
way up this bend or curve, the great earthquake 
wave of June 15thspent its strength. The villages 
in the northeenly half of the bend are absolutely 
uninjured ; those in the southen half all more or less 
affected, the destruction proceeding in a regularly 
increasing ratio until Kuji—in Iwate Prefecture, 
33 miles south of this—eand Kamaishi—50 miles 
south-west—are reached. In Kuji and vicinity over 
4,000 deathsare reported, two-thirds of the town be- 
ing swept away. In Kamaishi the losses are still 
more terrible, Even in this northerly place things 
are quite bad enough. Six villages about Hachi- 
nohe report 75 deaths; two other, somewhat larger, 
villages east of Shichinohe, and in that police dis- 
linct, report up lo II a.m. to-day, 268 deaths, 136 
in Momoishi, and 132 in Mesawa-mura. 

After a brief and rather unsatisfactory repast, 
the food here being anything rather than luxurious, 
I took a strongly-built huruma with three sturdy, if 
diminutive, pullers, and started for the nearest of 
the afflicted villages: Minato and Samiemura, 
the deaths here being 22 in all. After a rather 
rough drive over most stony roads and after cross- 
ing the picturesque Niida-gawa, Minato-mura was 
reached: a long, straggling, rather thickly popu- 
lated fishing-village, divided into three or four 
lesser villages or hamlets. On reaching the shore, 
evidences of the terrible force of the tidal wave were 
apparent. A large two-storied frame-built primary 
school was carried just within the waste of the waves, 
the lower story gone and the whole beach littered 
with fragments of desks and benches. Herein the 
upper village thirteen houses had been broken or 
carried out tosea; a dozen others: left in melan- 
choly ruins; 24 fishing-junks carried away, and 
33 others more or less injured. Six deaths had 
occurred on the spot whereon I stood. Just back 
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of the village the low range of hillocks begin: be- 
yond these lie hundreds of acres of rice and other 
fields. If it had not been for this break-water, 
the whole low-lying country round about would 
have been laid waste, Iu fact, the wave did tise 
within 10 feet of the ridge of these hillocks, the 
high water mark being still plainly visible by rea- 
son of the sand and shiells thrown to this height. 

But I wanted to talk with an eye-witness, and 
so my guide—a constable, for I was travelling 
under police escort, thanks lo the courtesy of the 
Hachinohe Police Superintendent—brought a 
melancholy-looking man, who informed me that he 
had seen the whole. “It was just about 8 o’clock 
on the evening of June rsth,” he began, “aud I 
and my family were at supper, Suddenly we heard 
a great roar, No, not like thunder, nor yet like the 
subterranean roar of an earthquake: It was indes- 
cribable, but something like the fierce growl of 
atempest. I sprang to my feet, as did the rest, 
and ran to the door to look out. Being very 
near the beach I could see clearly. Here came 
a solid wall of water, about 20 feet, as near as 
I could judge, the upper part strongly phosp- 
horescent and shining weirdly through the dusk, 
It was perhaps 4 of a mile away when I first 
canght sight of it; but before I could move a 
step it was upon us, swirling and eddying. It 
reached up to my neck and carried me off my 
feet. I could hear loud shrieks and the crash of fall- 
ing houses, yet could donothing. I struck out for 
the hillocks, but could make no headway, the water 
eddying so strongly. In another instant the 
wave had receded, and I found myself a hundred 
yards away and higher up the beach than where | 
had been. My house? Yes, thatis it. A good 
deal damaged and moved farther away from the 
beach, but still habitable. None of my family 
was lost; but my two next door neighbours were 
carried out to sea, house and all. That's all I 
know, Sir.” This story was substantiated after- 
wards by several others. All agreed as to the 
strange, thunderous nature of the sound preceding 
the wave. Properly speaking it was not a wave at 
all; simply a huge swell, like the Atlantic rollers,” 
unquestionably caused by some upheaval in the 
bed of the ocean, That the disturbance must 
have been deep down was proved by a find I 
made of two deep-sea cowries (Cypraea miliaris, 
var, and another), which are fond of depths 
ranging between 200 to 600 fathoms. I picked up 
these cowries, just dead, near the base of one of 
the hillocks, at the edge of the line of the wave. 
After the water had receded, came au earthquake: 
prolonged, but quite faint, the tremors having 
evidently travelled a great distance. And it is 
of interest to note that the ocean disturbance tra- 
velled more quickly than the subterranean concus- 
sion—all this tending to show, to my mind, that 
the hearth of the disturbance must have been 
many miles east of the coast of Japan in the depths 
of the Pacific. 

Thence to Sami-mura, where 16 deaths lad oc- 
cured. Here many more houses were injured 
than in Mivato-mura. A little boy was brought 
up to me, a most forlorn-looking little fellow. He 
had lost father, uncle, and mother at the same 
moment. Shitahama was my next objective, but 
when about to set out the sinrikisha pullers de- 
murred, saying that it would take three hours 
extra and they were tired already. So wereturned 
to Hachinohe, through the long villages redolent 
with a peculiarly pungent fish-manure, 


To-morrow morning, shortly after day-break, I 
leave for Kuji, It will take nearly 10 hours to get 
there by jintikisha, the roads being bad; not 
muddy, but very rough, and a good deal of climb- 
ing to do, Spending the evening hours at Kuji, 
1 shall set out against for this place the next day 
at dawn, and take the afternoon train to Morioka. 

Thence I propose visiting Kamaishi, where the 
losses have been greatest and heaviest. It is very 
cool here, and still and peaceful after the riot aud 
jolting of the train, 





A correspondent writzs us from Sendai :—The 
appalling disaster that desolated the shores of 
Miyagi and Iwate Kens on the r5th instant is 
known to every one. It is ane of the most hor. 
tible calamities that have befallen Japan for many 
decades. The number of the dead as already 
counted is over 17,000—three times the number of 
killed in the Gifu earthquake of 1891. The 
wounded so far approximate 2,000. Hundreds of 
farms along the shore have been desolated, the 
crops entirely ruined, houses destroyed, and farm- 
ing implements wholly lost. It is impossible to 
estimate the amount of financial aid tequired to 
care for the wounded; to meet the needs of people 
wholly destitude of food, clothing, and shelters to 
secure homes for orphans; to aid in tecovering 
the farms; and to enable the fishermen to cone 
tinue theic work, The Red Cross Society of 
Miyagi has already provided nine temporary 


Google 


hospitals. Army officials have sent out several 
companies to find and bury the dead. 

Government assistance later on will be needed 
to enable the stricken people to prepare for winter. 
Meanwhile private aid on a'penerous scale is sore- 
ly needed, and the missionaries of Sendai hasten 
to appeal to the foreign communities throughout 
Japan, who have always been generous and 
prompt in such emergencies, to do something 
quickly for these hungry, naked, sick, wounded, 
and houseless people. 

The members of the committee appointed by 


the missionaries have the utmost confidence that] 


contributions, for the most part, will be put to the 
bestcuse if left to the judgment of the native 
officials in charge. The Committee may, however, 
deem ils wise to reserve a small amount for pet- 


‘sonal work in consultation with the two Governors 


and other officials. Contributions, by individuals 
or missions, should be sent as rapidly as possible 
to the treasurer, Rev. E. H. Jones. ‘The Com- 
miltee are :—Rev. J. P. Moore, Mrs. J. P. Moore, 
Rev. J. H. De Forest, and Rev. E. H. Jones, 


‘Treasurers. 








GOING BACKWARD. 
—__—___»—_____. 
(From ouR Own CoRRESPONDENT). 


Soul, Juue 16th. 
It seems as if we were about lo get back to ante: 
bellum days. The flight of the King, the flight 


and slaughter of the last Cabinet Ministers, paved 


the way for the return to power of the Conserva- 
tive party. Slowly but surely the leaven began 
to work and continues at work. The memorial of 
the Minister of Education, asking for changes in 
the dress of officials, policemen and Government 
students; the return of the top-knot; the char- 
acterization of the study of unmun as the act of a 
beast; the abrogation of discussion in the Cabinet 
as infringing the prerogatives of the King, aud 
the stupid and silent search for the yoke of China 
—all these things show that the current of thought 
at present is backward. 

We hear it intimated that Korea is not indepen- 
dent, and that the use of the world  Kou-yang,” 
which expresses independence, is to be discontinu- 


ed. A few days ago, the Chief of Police, who lad 


faithfully executed the orders given him, was dis- 
missed, to be succeeded by a Conservative whose 
first official act has been the institution of clan dis- 
linctions, [heard it whispered on the street tu-nipht 
that the head band is to be worm again by the 
policemen. If affaits continue to tettograde as 
they seem to have retrograded far the past seve- 
tal days, we mayere long find the Minister of 
War, or the Chief of Police, going through the 
streets with the ancient call, “At chu ruiat chu ru.” 
It is bepinning to be noticed that high officials 
walk the streets attended by three, four, or even 
more attendants. These are so many straws that 
give a sure indication of the direction of the wind. 

If you read the Government Gasette it is very 
noticeable that almost the whole is given up to 
making appointments of * Royal Grave Keepers,” 
* Chusas,” and other equally unimportant officials. 
From the number of men appointed to take care 
of dead royalty, one would think the dead need 
and receive mare than the living. 

When will His Majesty return to his Palace P 
The question is not agitated just now as far as I 
can ascertain, Yet it would seem that the dan- 
gers, realor apparent, that caused the King to 
flee, no longer exist, and that he might return at 
any time, 

On the other hand, we notice the students in the 
Government schools disregarding the orders and 
theeats of the Minister of Education and retaining 
their European dress and their military deill, The 
schools were never so crowded as at present, and 
the new knowledge imparted ought to begin to 
have a moulding effect. 

The recent rains in and around Séul are in good 
season and give hope of a plentiful tice crop, so 
that possibly the common people, who know little 
and care less about politics, will not be specially 
interested one way or the other ina return to ante- 
bellum days. 

Pethaps the sigus of the times are misleading, 
but it looks now as though the era of “civilization ” 
in Korea had not sufficient inherent strength torun 
(wo years, and that one year of indepeudence was 
satisfying to the ruling classes, 

What “the understanding ” between Russia 
and Japan is, I do not pretend to know, uor 
what effect it will have upon our Ministers of State. 
We trust, however, for Korea’s good, something 
will wake up our statesmen and save them the 


disgrace of voluntarily putting on the Chinese 


yoke! They have been leaning upon some ane 
for so long that they very soon tire of standing 


alone, 


The Independent is meeting with great favour, 


and to it the people are beginning to look for 
reliable information, and if they have any grie- 
vance or representation to make they avail theme 
selves of its columns. The editor is progressive, 
fearless, liberal, and if his paper continues along 
the straightforward lines it has followed thus far, 
keeping in close touch with the people, he will 
be able not only to stem the tide or fluod of con- 
set vatisin,—slavishiness to the past and “ the sac- 
red Chinese classics” I had almost said—but also 
todo an immense amount of good in positive work. 








NEWS FROM THE SOUTH. 
—_———_.4 —_______ 

Mr. E. Faragé6, Commissioner ‘of Customs at 
Canton, writes in his Trade Repeit for 1895: 
The British dollar is not visible in Canton, nor 
is it likely that it will be, owing to the legislation 
forbidding its defacement, a very wise ordinance 
from the standpoint of Hongkong, but one likely 
to exclude the coin from use under present condi- 
tions in the south of China.’ Mr. Faragé reports 
that 331,750 one-dollar silver pieces were made 
in the Canton mint in 1895 (very few Chinese 
dollars are now seen in Hongkong), 29,055,900 
20-ceut pieces, and 14,159,660 10-cent pieces. 

From Chinese Customs’ reports the China Mail 


Jearns that the camphor trade of the Province of 


Kwangsi has teceived considerable impetus owing 
to the action of the Japanese in Formosa. Mr. W. 
Noyes Morehouse, the Acting Commissioner at 
Pakhoi, states: The gratifying increase in the 
export of camplhor—over 300 per ceut.—is due to 
the extended cultivation in Kwangsi, encouraged 
by the exceptional prices obtained in Hongkong 
duting the year (1895); supplies from For- 
mosa gradually diminished by treason of the 
Japanese occupation of the island. From the 
opening of the year, when the price was $30 per 
picul, quotations steadily advanced to $70 in 
November, and in December $50 was the rate.” 

It is proposed to erect a statue to the Hon. T. 
H. Whitehead, in Hongkong, as a mark of appre- 
ciation for his public services to the Colony, 

The Directors of the Hongkong Electric Light 
Co., Ltd., submitted the following report at the 
seventh yearly ordinary meeting of shareholders:— 
Iu submitting the accompanying Statement of the 
Company’s Accounts for the year ending 30th 
April, 1896, your Ditectors ate pleased to be able 
to point to the continued increase in the earnings, 
and they can wow congratylate shareholders on 
the Company at last attaining a Dividend-paying 
basis. After deducting Directors’ fees $2,000, 
there is left au amount of $30,119.23 available for 
appropriation, and your Directors recommend 
that this be disposed of as follows:—To pay a 
Dividend of 5 per cent., say 40 cents per share, 
$12,000.00; to write off Piant Account for depre- 
ciation $10,000.00; tu catry forwatd to next ace 
count $8,119.23. 

The Hongkong and China Gas Company re- 
commends a dividend of 6 per cent. for the year 
1895, of which 3 per cent. has been already paid. 

A proclamation has been published in India that 
an atrangement has been arrived at between the 
Queen-Empress and the French Republic that the 
thalweg of the Mekong river from the mouth of 
the Nam Huok to the Chinese frontier should be 
the boundary between the French and British pos- 
sessions. It is further proclaimed that the Goa- 
vernor-General in Council is pleased to oder that 
all lands and territories whatsoever situate within 
Her Majesty’s possessions between the tha/weg of 
the Mekong river as aforementioned and the ex- 
isting frontier” of the Shan State of Kengtung 
shall henceforward form part of the said Shun 
State of Kengtung. 

Singapore is floating a West Australian pold 
nining Company—capital $100,000 in $10 shares, 

Surg..Colonel A. P. Preston, M.B., lately Prin- 
cipal Medical Officer in Hongkong, says the 
China Mail, is promoted to the rank of Surg. 
Major-General, and his successor in Hongkong, 
Brig.-Surg.-Lieut.-Colonel. Surg.-Major-General 
Sir W. A. Mackinnon, K.C.B., Q.M.S., director- 
general, Army Medical Department, who is still 
remembered in Hongkong as one of Governor 
Pope Hennessy’s strongest opponents, has been 
placed on retised pay. ° : 

At a court-martial held on board the Victor 
Emanuel, Jou Samuel Board, carpenter, H.M.S. 
Undaunted, was sentenced to lose eighteen months 
seniority, for drunkenness. He was severely te-~ 
primanded, but is not to be removed from the 
ship. 

On Monday,.June 15th, an alarming fire occur- 
red in Hongkong harbour, on board a cargo junk 
which was lying alongside a sailing ship trom 
which kerosine oil in cases was being discharged. 
The German ship Co/umbus, says the Afatl, was 
engaged discharging her cargo of kerosine oil for 
the Standard Oil Co, into cargo junks, No. 69 
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and 114. The oil was being taken delivery of by | Zolus, both of whom came out to Hongkony at the Loudon, June 20. 

Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co. at their godowns | outbreak of war between Japan and China, are go- A telegram to the Mew Fork World from 

for the Company. About half-past seven an ex-| ing Home to recommission, but will be replaced by] Caracas, states that a sanguinary conflict has 

plosion occurred on the cargo junk No. 69, and | the /phigenia and the Sirius, sister ships of the ves- occurred between the British and Venezuelans 

the junk was almost immediately enveloped in|selsthey replace. ‘The sloops Algerineand Phenix at Racine 

flames, The flames spread to the sailing ship, | (six guns, 1050 tons, 1400 ho: se-power) will take ‘ ; 

running up to the rigging. The crew, seeing the |the place of the gunboats Swift (two guns, 756] Exchange on London at Paria 0000003516 

danger the ship was in, cut away the junk, and|tons 1010 horse-power) and the Fivebyand (four Exchange on London at Paris ...... 4.882 

worked with a will, throwing buckets of water on | guns, 455 tons, 460 lhorse-power). A powerful ad- (Tel. Trans.) 

the flames, ‘The junk was now ove roaring mass | dition will be made to the squadron in the armour- : 

of flame, and every now and then explosions oc-| ed screw cruiser Aurora (twelve guns, 5600 tons, ; London, June 22. 

curred which caused the flames to leap higher in| 8500 horse-power), which relieves the third-class| The telegram published by the Mew Fork 

the air, The Government floating fire engines and|ctuiser Porpoise. In every respect, the Aurora is| World reporting a conflict between British and 

fire parties from H.M.S. Undaunted, H.M.S.]a superior type of vessel compared with the Por- Venezuelans is untrue. 

Victor Emanuel, and the guardship Wivern ar-| poise. which has served two or three terms on this The Monroe Doctrine is a plank in the Re- 
publican platform with a very emphatic declara- 
tion that under no pretext will any increase of 


rived wear the burning vessels shortly before | Station. 

eight o’clock, and seeing the state of affairs | —— 
the present European dominion in America be 
permitted. Hopes are also expressed of the 


devoted their efforts to extinguishing the fire on 
the Columbus. This was not accomplished before 

eventual entire withdrawal of European rule 
from America. 



























































































LATEST TELEGRAMS. 
Sei an 


the side of the vessel was severely charred, a num. 
(Reutgr’s “Japan Matc” Seeciac Service.) 


ber of awnings completely burned, and part of the 
tigging destroyed. Nearly 5,000 cases of kero- 
sine were on board at the time, and but for the 
timely arrival of the fire parties the fire might have 
spread to the hald and the whole vessel would have 
been destroyed, A launch in charge of Captain 
Goddard attached a tow line to the burning junk, 
aud proceeded to tow it away from the shipping. 
Another launch, which was conveying a number 
of the members of the Police Force home from the 
funeral of Inspector Moffat, also made fast a tow 
line. After several breaks away the Police launch 
towed her into Hungham Bay, where she was run 
on the rocks. The fire was burning fiercely on 
board the junk all the time she was in tow, and 
for along time after she was run ashore. The 
junk had 1200 cases of oil on board. It is not 
absolutely known whether anyone perished in the 
flames. The crew of the burning junk, immediately 
after the outbreak, jumped overboard, and it is 
stated clambered on to cargo junk No. 114. The 
police have not, however, seen them since the fire, 
but it is feared a child has been burned. ,T'wo 
swine were burned alive. The origin of the fire is 
unknown, but it is supgosed some burning joss 
paper set fire to some of the tins. It is under- 
stood that the cargo is insured at New York. 


The Perak Pioneer remarks :—"' When we con- 
sider Grace’s latest score-248 and not out—it is 
appalling to reflect what might have happened if 
he had been appointed a Junior Officer in Perak.” 
Perak, presumably, is one of the Malay States 
where promotion goes by—cricket, is the China 
Matl's comment. 

Lieut. Benson, of H.M.S. Porpoise, on Mr. F. 
S. B. Gaffney’s Persimmon, cleared 4f{t. 8in. at 
Haimston’s Ci:cus jumping competition, and won 
a silver claret jug presented by the evergreen 

. Bob Love. : 


London, June 24, 1896. 

In the House of Commons Mr. Balfour, First 
Lord of the Treasury, has given notice of the 
withdrawal of the Education Bill, admitting that 
the Government had miscalculated the extent 
of the opposition to the measure. He added 
that it was proposed to reintroduce the Bill next 
January. 

The House of Lords has passed the second 
reading of the Deceased Wife’s Sister Marriage 
Bill by a majority of twenty-nine, 

A manifesto has been issued by the Demo- 
cratic leader, Mr. Whitney, in which he protests 
against the adoption of free silver coinage by 
the Chicago Convention. 

Exchange on London at Paris ......25.164 


Exchange on London at New York.. 4.882 
(Tel. Trans.) 


London, June 19. 

Troops have entered the disputed territory in 
Venezuela and have stopped the operations of 
the British surveyors. 

H. E. Li-Hung-Chang has again denied the 
existence of a secret treaty between China and 
Russia, but he admits that arrangements have 
been come to for building a Russian Railway 
in Manchuria. 

London, June 22. 

A rebellion has broken out in Mashonaland 
and is spreading to the vicinity of Salisbury, the 
capital. Troops from the Cape and Mafeking 
have been ordered to Mashonaland. 

Dr. Leyds, Secretary of State for the Trans- 
vaal, has wired to Mr. Chamberlain pressing 
upon the British Government to prosecute 
Messrs, Cecil Rhodes, Lionel Harris, and Alfred 
Beit, and urging the transfer of the Chartered 
Company’s territory to Imperial rule. 

London, June 25. 

The new Treaty between Japan and Belgium 
has been signed at Brussels. 

The Natal contingent has routed two thou- 
sand Mashonas, after severe fighting, near 
Hartley Hill. 


(From tas "N.C. Datry News.”) 
London, June 18. 

Owing to the state of his health, Marshal 
Yamagata has abandoned his visit to England 
and leaves on his homeward journey v/¢ Can- 
ada, sailing from Marseilles, on Sunday. 

H.E. Li Hung-chang has visited Frankfort- 
on-Oder. The streets were decorated, and he 
was warmly cheered. There was a parade of 
the troops, and His Excellency had lunch with 
the officers. 
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Hakodate, June 20, 8.37 a.m. 
The Geneva has arrived with 499 skins, and 
the Borealis with 325. 
Hakodate, June 21, 8.40 a.m. 
The Vera has arrived with 559 skins ; the 
Casco with 808; the Dgana with 994; and the 
Mermaid with gat. 
Hakodate, June 23, 9.10 a.m. 
The Arietes has arrived with 1,028 skins; 
the Willard Ainsworth with 721. 
Hokodate, June 24, 8.05 a.m. 
The Offo has arrived with 719 skins; the 
Golden Fleece with 769 ; the Director with 971 ; 
and the Viva with 615. 
Hakodate, June 25, 9.10 a.m. 
An American barque, named the California, 
has arrived with a catch of seventeen whales. 
Hakodate, June 26, 8.58 a.m. 
The E, B. Afaroin has arrived with 836 skins. 


(From tHe ™ Commarcio.’’) 
° Madrid, June 8. 
At Barcelona last night, after the Corpus pro- 
cessions, an Orsini bomb was thrown, causing 
fifteen deaths and wounding many more. 
A Royal decree has been signed suspending 
constitutional law in Barcelona. 








NAVAL CHANGES ON THE CHINA 
STATION. 


HO 

The China Mail of June 11th, understands that 
the Admiralty have in contemplation further. 
changes in the composition of the China Sea 
Squadron with a view of adding to its strength. 
The Centurion (armoured battleship) will be re- 
commissioned as Admiral Sir A. Buller’s flag- 
ship, and the Undaunted (armoured cruiser) 
and Rattler (gunboat) will also he re-com- 
missioned for another period of service. It 
is cucrently reported that the first-class fast cruiser 
Grafton (Rear-Admiral Oxley’s flagship) will 
supersede the Edgar, which is of the same class 
as the Grafton, the Crescent and the Gibraltar; 
but up to the present we have had no confirmation 
to the statement that the Edgar is going Home, 
and it is not at all improbable that the Admiralty, 
notwithstanding the steps they are taking in other 
directions to add to the fighting power of the China 
Squadron, decide to keep the Edgay in the East 
after the Grafton arrives. Rear-Admiral Charles 
L. Oxley hoisted his flag on board the Grafton at 
Chatham of the 7th May, and an effort was to 
be made, accoiding to latest advices, to have 
that vessel ready to sail for Hongkong on the 
‘4thinst. The presence of another Admiral on 
this Station will add materially to the effective 
mobility of the squadron, and the appointment 
of Reat-Admiral Oxley may be taken as one an 
more indication that the Admiralty author. 
ities in England are fully alive to the increasing 
importance of the Far Eastern Station and the 
necessily for keeping up the naval strength of the 
country to be prepared for any possible coali- 
tion of hostile squadrons, But perhaps the most 
striking instance that the Admiralty is preparing for |" 
possible emergency is the rapid recall of antiquated 
warships and the replacing of them by swifter, 
heavier, and more modern types of vessels. We be- 
lieve the second-class cruisers Sparéan and the 


une 9. 
The whole of Barcelona attended the inter- 
ment of the victims of the bomb explosion. 


(From " Tongin Papgrs.”’ ) 
Paris, June 5. 

Fifteen hundred Fahavelos have been defeat- 
ed to the south of Tananarivo. Their losses 
amounted to two hundred killed. 

The Chamber has approved by 415 votes to 
54 the measures taken by the Cabinet with 
reference to the May visits to the graves of 
Communists. 





(FRom our SpgcraL CoRRE&SPONDENT.) 


Morioka, June 25, 4.16 p.m. 
According to investigations conducted up to 
noon to-day, the number of persons killed in 
Iwate Prefecture is 22,947, and the number of 
wounded, 3,717. The French missionary, M. 
Abbé Rispal, is said to have been a strong 
swimmer, but though his corpse has not yet been 

found, no hopes of his safety are entertained. 


Paris, June 6. 
Dr. Proust, being interviewed, stated that the 
discovery of a cholera vaccine was almost a 
certainly, 
June 7. 
The Chamber has approved by 300 votes to 
252 the recent nomination of the Archbishop 
of Toulouse, which was disapproved by the 
Radicals, 





(Reuter’s Service of Telegrams supplied to the ‘* Japan 
Herald,” the ngeoan Gasette,”’ and other Subscribers 
tokyo and Yokohama.) 


London, June 18. 

Marshal Marquis Yamagata has had an 
audience of the Emperor William at Potsdam. 
Owing to ill-health the Marshal will not visit 
England. 

The steamer Drummond Castte has been sunk 
off Ushant and of the 247 persons on board only 
three were saved, 

Mr. McKinley has been nominated President 
at the Republican Convention, St. Louis. 


Paris, June 8. 
Jules Simon is dead. 
June 9. 
The Chamber has approved by 312 votes to 
238 the declarations of M.M. Barthou and 
Meline that the policy of the Cabinet is strongly 
Republican, but opposed to Socialism, 
The Emperor William has sent a dispatch 
expressing his regret at the death of M. Jules 
Simon. 


Jules Simon will have a public funeral, for 


Google 
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ProBLem No. 236. 
By F. M. Teen. 


BLACK. 


which Parliament has voted a credit of ten 
thousand francs. 

[M. Jules Simon was a celebrated French 
politician and author, was a member of the 
Government of National Defence formed after 
the downfall of Napoleon, and was for a time 
Premier during the Presidency of Marshal Mac- 
Mahon. He was an earnest advocate of Free 
Trade. ] 
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Paris, June 10. 
Cholera is diminishing in Egypt. 
Paris, June II, 
A boiler explosion occurred on an ironclad 
at Toulon, killing five persons and wounding 
four. 


































Paris, June 11. 
Numerous Anarchists have been arrested at 
Barcelona. 
Several of the persons injured in the Barcelona 
outrage of the 8th June have succumbed. 


wuHits, 
White to play and mate in three moves. 


U.S. CHAMPIONSHIP. 


SHOWALTER VERSUS BARRY. 

Barry won the toss, Showalter relying on 
Russian defence. White introduced a novelty 
the fifth move, and with his ninth move he in 
ated a powerful attack, which was well parried 


(Fuom THE JaPanEse Parers.) 
Nagasaki, June 24. 
A Russian steamer with 1,000 soldiers on 
board, from Vladivostock, has arrived. 
Nagasaki, June 24. 
H.M.S. Alacrily left for Chefoo to-day. 
Morioka, June 24. 
Count Itagaki and his suite, with Governor 
Hattori, left for Miyako to-day. 
Morioka, June 24. 
Count Nambu (ex-fendal lord of this clan) 
returned from Tokyo this morning. He has de- 
spatched 400 Ayo of rice. 


takes P instead of Rto QB 5, but, as it was, 
players agreed upon a draw. 


thirteen, Showalter was enabled to advance 


nineteen, instead of exchanging rooks, he sho 


Séul, June 24. 

At Chi-phyéng and four other places in 
Ky6éng-kwaido, an insurection has broken out. 
Chhung-chhéng Castle has fallen into the hands 
of the rebels. 

The Royal Guards were defeated by the 
rebels in Kang-neung. 

Secret messages have been sent to Min 
Yong-shun and Kim Phong-shi, suggesting a 
reform in the government, appointing a Senate 
and two Chief Councillors. 


In the third game, Showalter again adopted 


but he could do nothing against the correct p 
of Barry, and he was compelled finally to res 


sent score stands: Barry 1, drawn 2, 


games. Play is to be on alltemate days, start 


Bakan, June 25. 
Mr. Furuichi, Chief Engineer in the Civil 
Works Bureau, inspected the harbour yesterday, 
and will leave for Hakata. 
Utsunomiya, June 25. 
- Viscount Sano, Director of the Red Cross 
Society, has arrived in this Prefecture. 
Kobe, June 25. 
Pak Yong-ho and eight officers (military 
lieutenants) will leave for Korea. 
Kagoshima June 25. 
An earthquake was felt this morning. 
Fukuoka, June 24. 
The Matsushima and Saiyen have arrived at 


p.m. aod continuing until midnight. 
ture ever made in Boston chess circles, and 


Boston Chess Club, under whose auspices 


Bary isa native of Dorchester, and has 


chess education from a common source, 





Game No. S!l. 
PETROFF’S DEFENCE. 








Hakata. WHIT. BLACK. 
Barry. Showalter. 
a aiid ee K 4 1—P to an 
2—Ki to K B3 2—K to I 3 
CHESS. 3—Kt tales P 3—P 0 O03 


(All Commuanicationa to be addreased to the Cures ¥orror, 


4—Kt to K B 3 (a) 4—Kt takes P 


The Yokohama Chess Club is now closed for ab toQ B3 5—Kt takes Kt (b) 
hia —Kt P takes Kt 6—B to K 2 
the off-season, and re-opens on ‘Thursday, Ist P Casi 
October. aa Mh” ‘hp pee 
pe 8—B to O3 8S—BtoB3 
The Tokyo Chess Club is closed for the holiday- g—Pto KR 4 g—Kt to Q2 


1o—R to K sq. ch, 
11—Kt to B sq. 
12—B takes Kt 
13—P to K Kt 3 
14——Q to K 2 


1o—Kt to Kt 5 (c) 
11K to B sq. 
12—Q to R 5 (d) 
13—P takes B 
14—O to R4 


season; it will reopen on Friday, the 2nd of Oct. 





So.tuTIon of ProBLeM No, 234. 
WHITE. BLACK. 


i—RtoKR2 1—K takes Kt 
2—B to Q § chi. 2—K takes P 15—B to K 3 1s—B to B4 
3—B to K' 5, mate 16—P toO5 16—B takes B 
1—P takes Kt 17——-P takes B 17—P to O Bad 
2—Rto Rq4ch. 2—K to B 4 18—P takes P e.p. 18—P takes P 
3—R to B 4, mate 19—B lo 04 19—PtoKR4 
1—B takes B 20—P to Ki 4 20—O to K 7 ch. 
2—Kt to O 2 ch 2a—K to K 6 21—K to Kt 2 21—O takes O P 
3—R to es mate 22—P takes P 22—KtoKk5 * 
1—P to R6 23—Q to Kt 3 23—Q takes O ch. 
2—R to K2ch. 2—K takes Kt 24—K takes Q 24—P to QB4 
3—R to Kt 3, mate 25—B to B 6 (e) 25—Ktto R2 
i—K to B4 26—P takes P 26—Kt takes B 
= ie 27—P takes P ch. 27—K takes P 
yg Sg anF to RS 28—P takes [Xt 28—Rtw OBS 
1—B takes P 29—R to R7 ch, 29—K takes P 
2—BtoQ5 ch. auKie Ba + ao~k to R6ch. 30—K to Kt 3 
1rawt, 


3—K to R 4, mate. 
Correct answers from WDC, . 
Omega, and j.D- C., Shog!, W.H.S., 


variation is P to Q 4, 
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K P the subject of attack. 


petual checks. 


or B takes Kt would lose). 


(c) Btakes P ch, leads to some interesting variations, 
White at least a “ draw,” viz.: 
i1—Kt to Kt 5 ch (if B takes Kt; 
13—Q to R sch, K to B 4; 14~—-Q to R3 ch. 
K to Kt sq; r2—Q to Rg, R to Ksq.ch; 13—K to 8 sq, Kt to 


B sq, and the best we can see for White is a * draw ” by per- 


[June 27, 1896. 


(b) If P to Q 4, Kttakes Kt and Q to Ka will makes Black’s 


(4) Curiously, B takes P ch leads to the same drawn position, 
viz.: Kt takes B; 13—Q to R 5, Kt to B aq, etc. 


(e) B to K 3 seems to give better chances, 


Game No, 512. 
DUTCH DEFENCE. 


and gives 
ro—B takes P ch, K takes B; 
12—P takes Bch, K to Kt3; 
and mates next move) 


(Kt takes Kt 


Black. Showalter might have won by 28—K 


In the second yame, to Showalter’s P to 04, 
Barry interposed Pto KB 4, and presented a 
very steady and accurate defense. Ou move 


king’s pawn and looked like a winner, but at move 
have played R to Ktsq., which would probably 
have worked outa win for him. After thirty-one 


moves the game was drawn by mutual agreement. 


Russian defense and made a good upe-hill fight, 


after sixty-five moves had been made. The pre- 


Under the rules governing the contest the win- 
ver must capture seven clear games, draws not to 
count. Incase the score reaches six to six, play 
must go on till one player has a clear lead of two 


at 2 p.m., adjourning at 6 p.m., resuming al 7.30 

The match is perhaps the most important ven- 
affair is conducted, has made prepatations on a 
scale commensurate with the dignity of the occasion. 
yet attained his twenty-third year, He has played 
chess for about six years and has rubbed elbows 


with Pillsbury on frequent occasions. Indeed, it 
is said that Pillsbury and Barry received their 


NOTES FROM THE ‘‘ BRUOKLYN STANDARD-UNION. 
(a) Quite unusual, and seemingly very good. The regular 


WHITE. BLACK. 
Showalter. Barry. 
1—PtoO4 1—P to K B 4 (a) 
2—PtoO B4 2—Pto K3 
3—O Kt to B3 3—K Ktto B3 
4—Kt to B3 4—B to K2 
5—Q to B 2 (b) 5—P to O 4 (c) 
6—P to K3 6—Castles 
7--Bto K2 7—P to B 3 
8—Casiles (d) 8—-Ktto K 5 
g9—Kt to O 2 g—Ktto O2 
10—Pto B3 1o—Kt takes K Kt 
11—B takes Kt 11—Kt to B3 
12—O R to O sq. (e) 12—B to QO 3 
the ae to Ke . 13—QO P oe K P 
ol =14—P takes P 14—B to Kt 5 


itis) 15—_B to Kt 5 (1) 
YY! 16—P takes B (g) 


17—B takes Kt 


15—B takes Kt 
16—P takes P (hh) 
17—R takes B 




















the 


18—O takes P (i) 18—B to QO 2 

19—R takes R (j) 19—O takes R 
20o—R to K B sq. 20—O to K 2 

21—B to 93 21—P to K Kt3 
22—O to B4 22—R to K Bsq. (Ik) 


his 


23—O takes R chi. (1) 


23—O takes 


aa 24—RK takes QO ch. 24—K takes 
25—K to B2 25—K to K2 
26—K to K3 26—K to B 3 (m) 
27—Bto K4 27—PtoK 4 

the 28—P to OR3 28—P to Kt3 
29—B to B3 29—P takes P ch. 

la 30—P takes P 30—B to K sq. 

Y| 31—BtoK4 31—Drawn. 


ipn 
& NOTES FROM THE ** BOSTON JOURNAL.” 

(a) This move gives the name to the opening. Itis usually 
played with the idea of evading the complications of the Queen’s 
Gambit, and being but little analyzed, gives scope for originality 
to both players. 
sor 6—P to Q 4, and forcing the advance of the 

ac . 

(c) This advance leaves the K P weak, which was the cause 
of all Black’s subsequent trouble. 

(d) If at any time White should play P takes P Black would 
recapture with the K P, dissolving his weakness, with a good 

ame. 

, (e) Providing for his next move by bringing another piece to 
the defense of the centre. 

(f) Here we see the utility of White’s rath move. HisQp 
defended, he threatens to win at once by PtoK 5.4 

(g) lf x takes B, Kt takes P; 17—B takes Q, Kt takes Q; 
18—P takes Kt, K takes B, and Black will have won a Pawn. 

h) Forced; otherwise the Pawn would advance winning. 

wy And now the terrible weakness of Black’s King’s Pawn is 
apparent. : : 

(j) Just here is where White erred, The proper attack on 
Black’s weak Pawns would yield him a win, For instance: 
19—R to Kt sq, R takes R ch; 2o—B takes R, Pto Q Kt 3; 2a1— 

to Qs, K Ptakes P; ai—P takes P, Q to B 3; 23—B to By, 
K to R sq; 24—R to K B sq followed by Bto Q 3. Or 19—K to 
R sq would threaten a break through by ? toQ gs. But better 
than either would be 19—P to B 5 and 20—B to Bg, piling all his 
force on Black’s weak King’s Pawn. 

(k) This is excellent, and assures him of a draw, for with the 
Rooks gone, the Bishop cannot win, 

(1) If 23—Q toQ By, R takes R ch.; 24—B takes R. PtoQ 4 
and if 2s—Q takes Kt P, then P takes P would make a strong 
bid fora win, Or if as—Q takes K P, 8 takes Q ; 36—P takes 
Q, and a draw is all there is. Or if as—P takes P, Q to B4ch. 
2b—K to Rsq. Qto #7; 27—-Qto Q8ch. Q to B sq.;3_ 28—-Q 
takesQch, & takes Q, and Black will win the Pawn ending. 

(m) White cannot force his King into the Black’s side of the 
board; snd in thatis his only chance to win. From this point 
the game is an easy “ draw.” 


ing 


the 
the 


nol 


It is noted in the Belfast Newsletter that the 
skill of some players consists almost entirely of 
book knowledge and that the number of players 
of this description is greatly on the increase, 
This is not satisfactory. ‘The responsibility for it 
lies with the writers, skilled in condensation, who 
lave succeeded in presenting, almost at a glance, 
whole chapters from the most voluminous UWeatises. 
The consequence is that there is a race of practi- 
tioners in the chess world who have the German 
handbook at their fingers’ ends, ‘These, tusting 
wholly to a good memory, hardly ever lose against 
the best player; and yet, if opposed to efforts un- 
worthy of aclub man of the fifth class, they are 
unable to score more than an intermittent game, 
So notorious is this fact that it is mot at all un- 
common to hear the cemark :— Let me see, you 
win in this variation, do you not? Unless you 
make a bad move, I stand no chance.” 





This game was played at Budapest between G. 
Maroczy, the winner of the amateur championship 
at Hastings, and another Hungarian master :— 

Game No. 513. 
RUY LOPEZ. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
” G. Maroczy. . M. 
1—Pto K 4 1—P to K 4 
2a—Ktto K B3 2—KitoQB3 
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3—Bto Kis 3—Kt to B3 
4—Castles 4—P to O3 
5—Pt0Q4 5—P takes P 
6—Kt takes P 6—B to Q 2 
7—KttoO BZ 7—B to K 2 
8—PtoK R3 8—PtoOR3 
o—B takes Kt g—P takes B 
10—P toO Ki 3 10—Castles 
11—B to Kt 2 11—P oe: a 
12—K Kt to K 2 12—Bto B 3 
13—Kt to Kt 3 13—K to K sq. 
14—90 to 03 14—B to B sq. 
1S R to Kt sq. 15—P to Kt3 
16—KttoO5 16—B to Kt 2 
7-8 to § 8, 17—KitoR4 
18—Kt takes Ke 18—B takes O 
19—K Kt to B6 ch. 19—K to B sq. 


20—B takes Kt 
21—K to Kt sq. 
22—K to Kt 2 


20—B takes B | 
21—Kt takes P ch. 
22—Kt to B6 ch. 


23—Kt takes R ch. 23—K to R3 
24—Kt to B 6 24—BtoK 3 
25—PtoB4 25—0 to O Bsq. 
26—P to K Kt 4 26—P to Kt 4 
27—Ptw Bs 27—BtoQ2 
28—K to B2 28—P to O4 
29—Kt takes P 290—B to Kt 4 
30—R to K R sq. 30—P to OB3 


31—Pto KR4 31—P takes Kt 
32—B to B6 32—Resigns. 


The variation 4,,.... Kt takes P is preferable. 
Black’s defence is simply a transposition of the 
P to O 3 defence, which exposes Black to a num- 
ber of pitfalls. [One noteworthy instance which 
occurred at the Dresden Congress, 1892, in a 
game between Dr, Tarrasch (White) and G, 
Marco, of Vienna, might be cited :— 

1—Pto K 4, PtoK 4; 2—Ktto K B3, Kt to 
Q B3; 3—Bto Kits, PtoQ3; 4—PtoQyq4, B 
to O 2; 5—Kt to B 3, Bto K 2; Castles (i! Black 
were to play now, 6...... P takes P; 7—Kt takes 
P, Ktto B 3, a similar position to the one in the 
above game would be obtained). Marco, how- 
ever, Continued 6,..... Kt to B 3, and lost the 
game as follows :—7—R to K sq., Castles; 8—B 
takes Kt, Btakes B; g—P takes P, P takes P; 
10—Q takes QO, R takes QO; 
BtakesP; 12—Kt takes B, Kttakes Kt; 13— 
Kt toQ 3, PtoK By; 14—Pto K B3, BtoB 
4ch.; 15—Kt takes B, Kt takes Kt; 16—B to 
Kt Ss, R to O 43 17—b to K 7, aud wins, as Black 
has to lose the exchange. ‘This is a useful varia- 
tion to know.] The game takes its regular deve- 
lopment, and runs on lines familiar to both sides. 
The salient feature commences with 17—Q to B 3, 
a combination somewhat to the nalure of a trap, 
into which Black falls by trying to win the Queen, 
He could have equalised the game with 17...... 
B takes Kt, followed by 18...,,, Kt to R 4, whereas 
by a transposition of moves he wins the Queen ; 
but the position is in so fac remarkable that Black, 
with a substantial advantage, is loth to draw, and 
ventures with his Kto R3 on his twenty-third 
nhiove, whereupon young Maroczy wins ingeniously 
and by foice. 


Tuer Sreinirz Gambit. 

There will always appear to be a certain halo of 
romance surrounding this debut. In this opening 
the king—-contrary to all usage—emerges boldly 
into the open board and defies the enemy and all 
lis forces to do their worst against him, The re- 
sults of the games played by Mr. W. Steinitz, the 
inventor of this gambit, in the 1883 tournament 
were considered to be unfavourable to the first 
player, principally on accoymt of the fact that Black 
is supposed to be able to obtain a draw by the 
following line of play :— 


WHITE, BLACK. 
I—PtoK ‘. I—PtoK 4 
2—Kt to 3 2—KttoO B3 
3—P to By 3—-P takes P 
4—P to 7 4 4—-O to R5§ ch. 
5—K to K 2 5—P two O4 
6—P takes P 6—O to K 2ch. 
7—K to B 2 7—O to R5§ch. 


In this position Steinitz played 8 Pto K Kt 3 in 
order to avoid the draw by perpetual check; but 
after Spx p,g K-Kt 2, English played the ex- 
cellent move of g beq 3 and White lost. It was 
therefore assumed that White must take the draw, 
but analysis seems to throw considerable doubt 
on this assumption 3 s0 much so that we can only 
express our surprése that Mr. Steinitz has not put 
it to the test by an exhaustive series of games. 
The analyst continues as follows :-— 


8—P to K Kt 3 8—P takes P ch. 


9—K to Kt 2 9—BtoO3 
1o—O to K sq. ch. 1o—O Kt to K2 
11—P takes P 11—Q takes O P 
12—Kt to B3 12—0 to Kt 3 
13—Bto K 3 13—O takes P 
14—-B t0 O3 147—KBtoO Kt 5 
1I5s—Bto O 4 1I5—P to K B3 


16—R to O Kt sq. 16—B takes Kt 


17—B takes B 17—Q takes R P 
18—R to Kt 5 18—P to 2 Kt3 
19—O to K2 146—O to R3 
20—K to R sq. 20—O to Kt 2 
21—P to 2 6 21—P takes P 
22—Bto K 4 22—O to Kt sq. 
23—B takes R 23—-O takes B 4 
24—R takes Kt P 24—0 to O04 


25—R takes RP 
and White’s gaine is to be preferred. 

Candidly speaking, as a general rule, we have 
not too much faith in the obtter dictum of the 
analyst. No strong player of experience has. 
The stronger the player the more his experience, 
the more he knows the infinite resources at the 
command of av inventive player at every move, 
which will enable to defy and circumvent the 
analyst. On the other hand, men that have been 
failures as players, or others who have never been 
players at all, build their castles in the air; and 
their confidence in their own analysis is in the 
inverse proportion to their general knowledge and 
experience. Reverting from this momentary di- 
gression to the long variation given above, though 
the play as given there may not be all forced, yet 
we think it quite likely that, owing to the open 
position White bas obtained, he will be able to 
harass the black queen, and not only drive her 
into an unfavorable position, but also prevent 
Black from castling and developing his game.— 
Isidor Gunsberg, in St. Fames's Budget. 


We give below a game played in the Vienna 
Masters’ Tournament, between the old master, 
Max Weiss, and the young master, A. Zinkl, 


Game No. 514. 
PETROFE’S DEFENCE. 























11—-Kt takes P, |}. 


WHITE. BLACK. 
A. Zink. Max Weiss. 
Ii—Pto K 4 i—PtoK4 
2—Ktto K B3 2—Kito K B3 
3—Kt takes P 3—P 10 O03 
4—KttoK B3 4—Kt takes P 
5—P to O4 5—P to 
6—B to 5 3 6—KtitoO B3 
7—Castles 7—Bto K2 
8—R to K sq. 8—Bto K Kt5 
o—B takes Kt 9—P takes B 
10—R takes P 10—P to B 4 (a) 
11—R to K sq. 11—B takes Kt 
12—Q takes B 12—Kt tahes P 
13—Q takes Ki P 13—Castles (b)} 
14—B to K3 14—B to B 3 (c) 
15—B takes Kt 15—B takes B 
16—P to B 3 10—R to Kt sq. 
17—O to B3 17—B to B 3 (d) 
18—O to K2 18—Pto B5 
19—Kt to R3 19—P to B6 
20—O to K 6 ch. 20—R to B 2 (e) 
21—O R to O sq. 21—Q to K Bsg. 
22—R to Q7 22—K to Kt 2 (f) 
23—R takes R 23—Resigns. 


NOTES, 

(a) A better continuation is 10. , B takes Kt, rz Q takes B, 
Kt takes P, 22 Qto Q 3, Kt to K 3, followed by Castles. 13 Qto 
Kt 5 ch, is clearly of no use, because of rg, . P to B 3, and 
White must withdraw his Queen, mate being threatened. 

(b) Black must have overlooked that he could not play 15. . 
Kt takes P, because of 14 Q to B 6 ch, winning the Kt. 

(c) Nor cas he take the Pawn now, because 1g Q to Kt 3 ch, 
again winning the Kt; consequently he has lost a clear fown. 

(d) Better would have been 17,. H to B 4, and if 28 R to Q sq, 
then 13. . Bto Q3, with some chance ofa compensating attack 
for the Pawn minus, 

(e) Ifa0, . KtoR sq, then ax QR to Q sq, and the exchange 
oa tes te “eer . 

f) For ifa3..Q takes R, then toB 8, QtoB as R 
to K 8, &c.—"* Standard.” adh 9 ag 


Mr. F, J. Young, of New Town, near Hobart, 
writes as follows to Mr. Henry Charlick in refer- 
ence to I .....P to K 4 asa rejoinder to IP to 
Q 4—the Charlick Counter-gambit :—“ Any at- 
tempt to upset that Old Woman of the Sea 1—P 
to O 4—the veritable mother of dull chess—has 
my hearty sympathy. The more I play your 
opening the better [like it. Any fairly ingenious 
player can afford to give up a Pawn for position 
early in the game, and a really clever one can 
sacrifice a minor piece tothatend. New openings 
are built up but slowly; and professional analysts 
are terribly conservative in their ideas: yet with 
regard to your counter-gambit, its day will come.” 


AMATEUR AND His Frienn. 

In the following classical game “ his friend” 
ought to have got the advantage of the “ amas 
teur.” Unfortunately, however, he was mated 
before he got a chance to show eff his abilities :=— 

Dawsisa Gamer. 









WHITE, BLACK. 
Amateur, His Friend. 
I—Pto K 4 I—PtoK4 


2—P to O 4 
3-—-P to OB 3 


4-BtoOB4 
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An excellent opening; both players are rapidly developing. 


2—P takes P 
3—P takes P 


White is playing a risky game. The masters and books are 
all agreed that the pawns should not be thus wasted. 


4—Kito KB 3 





5—Kt takes P 5—QO to Ka2 
* Amateur” repents in good time his reckless ways, but 
“ His Friend “ is determined to get another pawn. 
6—K to B 2 6—Kt to B3 
7—BioK Kis 7—PtoK Kk3 


Every experienced player knows that the Danish gambit is 
unsound, fe is only a matter of driving the White forces back 
judiciously. 


8—Q to B4 8—OQ takes P ch. 


Black knew perfectly well that the attack could not last, and 
that he was bound to gain another pawn. White might imagine 
that he will gain a rook, but he overlooks that he loses two 
Pieces forit. The exchange of queens most paralyse White’s 


efforts. 
9-9 lakes a g—Kt takes QO 
10—Kt takes 
Curcemate!! 
Those wretched traps! Just as you are winning the game ! 








MAIL STEAMERS, 


———#- -- 
THE NXT MATL IS ODte 


From America ....... pee P, M. Co. Monday, June agth.* 
From Hongkong .,..... per ®?.&0O.Co. Saturday, June a7th.t 
from Europe, via 
ONQRONE crecosseeses per M. M. Co. Monday, June agth.t 

From America... » per O. & O. Co. saturday, July gth.§ 
from Canada, &c......, per C. P. R. Cu. Monday, July 6th. 
From Europe, via 

HONRKONE wis.ceceeeee per N, D. Lioyd Wed’day, July 8th. 
From Hongkong ...... per. BP. R.Co. Thursday, July oth. 


* Peru left San Francisco via Honolula on June reth. + /erena 
left Nagasaki on June a3rd. +t Ernest Simons (with French mail) 
left Shanghai on June agth. § Coptic left San Francisco via 
Leet on June aoth. | Empress of Japan left Vancouver on 

une azod, 


THE NAXT MAIL LBAVAS 
For Europe, vid Shang- 
hai 


senncescccceccecsesesges per M. M. Co. Sunday; Jane a3th, 

For Victoria, B.C,..,... per O. R.& N. Co. Tuesday, Jane goth. 
For America ..ccccccscse per P, M, Co, Saturday, July 4th. 
For Hongkong .....000 per P.& O.Co, Sunday, July sth. 
for Hongkong .......0 per C. ¥. RN. Co. Monday, July 6th. 
For Victoria, B.C,,.,... per N, ®. Co, Toesdar, July 7th. 
For Canada, &c. .,... per C.P,&. Co, Eriday, Jaly sok. 
Yor Europe, vid Hong- 

WOU scocunsisesctaneetes perN, DD. tloyt Saturday, Jaly eth. 
for AMETICA .,..c000r00 perU,& O.Co. Tuesday, July mth, 








LATEST SHIPPING. 
ARRIVALS. 


Riojun Maru, Japanese steamer, 3,010, Yoshizawa, 
1gth June,—Kobe 17th June, General.—-Nippon 
VYusen Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 20th 
June,—Kobe 17th June, General.—Mitsu Bishi 
Sha. 

Takasago Maru, Japavese steamer, 1,286, Crichton, 
20th Junes—Yokkaichi 18th June, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Produce, Norwegian steamer, 1,560, Bergerson, 
20th June,—Newchwang 11th June, Beans and 
Beancakes.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 

Achilles, British steamer, 1,470, Harvey, 21st 
June,—Kobe 19th June, General,—Butterfield 
& Swire. 

Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, Young, 
20th June,—Ekai 15th June, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaislhia. 

Glamorganshive, British steamer, 1,845, Vyvyan, 
22nd June,—Kobe 2oth June, General.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Thekla, German steamer, 4,500, Chris. Joluson, 
22nd June,—Kobe 20th June, General.—Simon, 
Evers & Co. - 

Chiyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,052, T. Sakurai, 
22nd June,—Sakata 20th June, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha. 

Coronet, American yacht, 160, Crosby, 220d June, 
—San Francisco vid Honolulu, Ballast.—A, 
James. 

Kannon Maru, Japanese steamer, 326, O. Tanita, 
22nd June—Toba 18th June, General.—K. 
Owaki. 

Nagasaki Maru, Japanese steamer, 232, K. Hori, 
22ud June—Toba 18th June, General.—K. 

kai. 

Longships, British steamer, 4,461, Theo. Millons, 
23ed {ine Cardiff vid ports, 23rd April, Coal. 
—H. Alirens & Co. 

Mutsu Maru, Japanese steamer, 552, Nakajima, 
23rd June,—Handa 22nd June, General.—Nip- 
pon Yusen Kaisha, 

Shibata Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,714, Matsu- 
moto, 23rd June,—Niigata tgth June, General: 
—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Takasago Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,286, W. 
Crichton, 23rd June,—Yokkaichi 22nd June, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,411, Tibbals, 
24th June,—Hakodate 1gth June, General.— 
Nippon Yysen Kaisha. 

Macduff, British steamer, 1,882, W.S. Thompson, 
24th June,—Hongkong 17th June, General.— 
Dodwell, Carlill & Co. 

Pyrrhus, British steamer, 2,299, Batt, 24th June, 
ee 18th June, General.—Buttetfield & 

wire, 
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Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 24th 
June,—Hongkong via ports, 16h June, Mails 
and General.—O, & O.S.S. Co. 

Polyphemus, British steamer, 1,503, Goodwin, 25th 
June,—New York vid ports, General.—Butter- 
field & Swire. 

Sabine Rickmers, British steamer, 598, Sanders, 
25th June,—Hongkong 18th June, Oil.—Samuel 
Samuel & Co. 

Himeji Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,940, McKenzie, 
asth June,—Kobe 23rd June, General.—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Miogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, H. Walter, 
25th June,—Kobe 23rd June, General,—Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Tairen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,795, Mclvor, 
asth June,—Hakodate 23rd June, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Kobe Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,358, J. W. Ek- 
strand, 26th June,—Shanghai via ports, roth June, 
Mails and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Taurus, Spanish steamer, 508, F. Garteriz, 26th 
June,—Manila 15th June, General.—Brown & 
Co. 

Edgar (12), British cruiser, Captain W. H. Hen- 
detson, 26th June,—Yokosuka. 

Bsmeralda, British schooner, 142, Harrison, 26th 
June,—South Sea, General. —Jardine, Matheson 
& Co. 

Suruga Maru, Japanese steamer, 447, T. Murai, 
26th June,—Kobe 23rd June, General.— Nippon 
Yusen Kaisha. 

Tsuruga Maru, Japanese steamer, 742, C. Oisen, 
26th June,—Yokkaichi 25th June, General.— 
Nippon Yuseu Kaisha. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 27th 
pete aneten 2and June, General.—Mitsu 

ishi Sha. 





DEPARTURES. 


Himeji Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,940, McKeuzie, 
2oth June,—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Tsuruga Maru, Japanese steamer, 742, C. Olsen, 
goth June,—VYokkaichi, General.—Nippon Vu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Victoria, British steamer, 1,991, Gove, 20th June, 
—Hougkong vid ports, Mails and General.— 
Dodwell, Carlill & Co. . 

Hiogo Maru, Japanese steamer, 896, H. Walter, 
20th june—Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Pakling, British steamer, 1,910, 20th June,— 
London vid ports, Geveral.—W. M. Strachan 
& Co. 

Takasago Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,286, W. 
Crichton, 20th June,—Yokkaichi, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Yumashirvo Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,532, W. 
Thompson, 20th June,—Hakodate and Otaru, 
General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Ancona, British steamer, 1,880, W. D. Mudie, 
21st June,—Hongkong vid ports, Mails and 
General.—P. & O. S.N. Co. 

Fuyo Maru, Japanese steamer, 875, Tornoe, 21st 
June,—Nagasaki, General_—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 
Braemar, British steamer, 1,876, Porter, 22nd June, 
—Tacoma, Wash., vid Victoria, B.C., Mails 

and General.—Dodwell, Carlill 8 Co. 

Yechigo Maru, Japanese steamer, 704, Yoshizawa, 
22ud June,—Hakodate, General.—Nippon Yu- 
sen Kaisha. 

Aden, British steamer, 3,925, R. Hill, 23rd June, 
—London vid ports, Mails and General.—P. & 
O. S.N. Co. 

Poronto, German steamer, 632, Meyer, 23cd June, 
—Moji, Ballast.—Mitsu Bishi Sha. 

Yokohama Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,298, R. 
Swain, 23rd June,—Shanghai vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha, 

Benlomond, British steamer, 1,754, McIutosh, 24th 
June,—Hongkong, General.—Cornes & Co. 

Kagoshima Maru, Japavese steamer, 2,652, N. 
Trennt, 24th June,—London vid ports, Mails 
and General.—Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Mutsu Maru, Japanese steamer, 552, Nakajima, 
24th June,—Handa, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Yamaguchi Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,910, Young, 
24th Juoe,—Hakodate and Otaru, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Bayard (24), French flagship, Captain Fortine, 
25th June,—Kamashima. 

Finsen Maru, Japanese steamer, 1,411, Tibhbals, 
25th June, Kobe, General.—Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha. 

Takasago Maru, Japanese steamer; 1,286, W. 
Crichton, 250s) June,—Yokkaichi, General.— 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha. 

Achilles, British steamer, 1,470, Harvey, 25th 
June,—Kohe, General,—Butterfield & Swire. 
Undaunted, British steamer, 2,622, Boutet, 26th 

June,— Moji, Ballast,—Jardine, Matheson & Co. 


Google 


Doric, British steamer, 2,936, Harry Smith, 26th 































Longships, British steamer, 4,461, Theo, Millons, 


0. 
Macduff, 


Produce, Norwegian steamer, 1,560, Berge:son, 


ports:—Captain Ferguson, R.B., Mc. W. Wolff 
and servant, Miss M. Slade, Mr. F. L. Slade, 
Commander F. M. Batber, Mis. Barber and amah, 
Mr. T. A. Singleton, Mr. Th, Ruehen, Mes. E. 
Meier and amah, Miss Meier, Mr. E. Maurie, 
and Mr. W. Smith io cabin. 
—Mr.C. E. Graham, Mrs. Graham, Miss Graham, 
Mrs. H. Stone, Mr. Chock, Mr. Wen, and Mr. 
Ford in cabin; 379 Chinese in steerage. 


hai vid ports:—Mr. Wallace, Miss Wallace, Mr. 
Barnes Dallas, Mr. Eak, Mr. Reid, Mr. and Mes. 
Jordan and children, Mrs. Sakaki, Mr. and Mrs. 
Scherer, Mr. H. Mort, Mrs. B. Moor and child, 
Miss f.ay, Captain Yoshizawa, Mr. N. Binuie, 
Miss S. Binnie, Miss Z. Binnie, Mr. M. Fukuzawa, 
and Mr. J. Hall in cabin; Mer. Him ‘Tin, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wong, Mis. Rio Lutze, Mrs. Wong, and 
Mr. TI. Kuga in second class, and 182 passengers 
in steerage. 


ports :—Miss Penruddock, Captain Pritchard, Mr. 
G. A. Goodwin, Mr. Henry Harvey, Mr. Henry 
Jefferies, Mrs. Moore Graham, Mrs, Meier, Mr. 
Heitmann, Mrs. S. G. Green, Miss Scott, Miss 
Reynolds, Mr. Caldicou, General W. Black, Mis. 
and Miss Black, Commander Waymouth and 
servant, Mr. J. Bartett, Mr. J. B. Blow, Mrs. 


Kiumin, Captain F. R. Loveband, and Mc. Chue 
Poy Han in cabin. 


—Mis. D. Russell, Mr. Kopsch, Mr. Rawson 
Walker, and Mr, Bremner in cabin. 





Shanghai vid ports:—Messrs. F. J. Nutter, John 
Nicholson, J. W. Crowe, C. Meyer, and R. Drysse, 
Rev. and Mis, C. H. Evans, Bishop MacKim, 
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June,—San Francisco vid Honolulu, Mails and 


General.—O. & O. S.S. Co. 
26th June,—Yokosuka, Coal.—H. Abirens & Co. 


Thékla, German steamer, 4,500, Christiansen, 26th!H 


June,—Hongkong, General.—Simon, Evers & 


British steamer, 1,882, W. S. Thompson, 
26th June,—Hongkong, General.—Dodwell, 
Carlill & Co. 


26th June,—Newchiwang, General.— Mitsu Bishi 


Sha. 





PASSENGERS. 


ARRIVED. 
Per British steamer Doric, from Hongkong vid 


For San Francisco: 


Per Japanese steamer Kobe Maru, from Shang- 


DEPARTED. 
Per British steamer Ancona, for Hongkong vi 


Meier’s native servant, Mis. W. Stier, Mr. P 
Per British steamer Aden, for London via ports: 


Per Japanese steamer Yokohama Maru, for 


Lieut. T. Imakibire, Mrs. T. J. Ballagh, Captain 


Tsuji, Captain Kawamuro, and Mrs. D. Daven- 
port and infant in cabin; Messrs. Lin Chin Shee 
aud Chin Yee in second class, and 73 passengers 


in steerage. 

Per British steamer Doric, for San Francisco via 
Honolulu; —Mr. Th. Albrecht, Mr. E. H. Brame 
well, Mr. H. R. Bostwick, Mr. K. H. H. van 
Bennekom, Mr. Wa. G. Barrett, Count and 
Countess Mutsu and two servants, Mrs. Denig, 


son and daughter, Mr. Oito Eckmann, Mr. H. 


Fuwa, the Misses Gardham (2), Mr. and Mrs. 
Graham and child, Mr. H. V. Henson, Mr. I. 
Honda, Mr. E. J. Holme, Mr. K. Ito, Mr. K. 
Inouye, Mr. K. Kondo, Mr. FB. Koenigs, Mr. H 
Kobayashi, Dr. J. C. Kouttel, Mr. Low Hing 
Wen, Mr. and Mrs. Murota, two children and 


servant, Mr. B. Murano, Mr. G. Narita, Mr. M. 


A. Newell, Mr. Plaum, Mr. J. A. Parsons, Dr. 
Russell Phillips, Mr. G. Reith, Mr. I. Sugita, 
Dr. G. L. Tait, Mr. Robert Walcott, and Mr. 
Wong Cheok in cabin, 





REPORTS. 


The British steamer Doric, Captain H. Smith, 
reports:—Left Hongkong the 16th June, Amoy 
the 18th, Nagasakithe 2st, and Kobe the 23:d. 
A:tived at Yokohama the 24th June at 3.2 p.im. 
Passage fiom Kobe, 23 hours and 32 minutes. 
Had fine weather throughout the passage. 


CARGOLS. 


Per British steamer Braemar, for Tacoma,Wash.,, 
vid Victoria, B.C. :— 


TEA. 
CUICAGO NRW YORK PACIFIC 
CANADA. AND WEST. AND BABI. CAOST. TOTAL 
Shanghai ...... 355 274 go4 _ 1,533 
Hyogo ws sees 706 = 4,972, 34476 — 0,154 
Yokohama ... 1,840 282,377 11,177 165 25,559 
Hongkong...... _ 20 12 sol 133 
Foochow ...... 5,849 _ _ _ 5,849 
Total ...... 8,750 17,643 15,569 266 «42,228 
SILK, 
NEW YORK. SAN FRANCISCO, TOTAL. 
Yokohama ...seceeeee Se eecatas econ ees 5 
Total... eee cercoeces 5 eeu ese eee — 5 






















Grey goods. 
are in small demand. Quotations nominally un- 
changed. 
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Per British steamer Doric, for San Francisco 


vid Honolulu :— 


TEA. 
MON= 
CHICAGO. TREAL, TONSCITIENS. FUTAL. 


SAN NEw BOSs- OTHER 


TRANCIECY, YORE. 


Shanghai... 1,553 300 -_ - — — 1,853 

YOZO 00. 197 797 3529! - =~ 432 2,717 
Vokohama.1,046 1,212 724 400 — —™ 3,382 
Hongkong. 385 —_ _ ae its -_ 385 
Amoy ...... 1,246 6,562 1,358 — 1,685 =— 10,781 


eee ees Gee wee eee eee eee 


Total ...4,427 8,871 3,373 400 1,615 432 19,818 
SILK. 
BAN nRw 

= CHANCIECU. TORR, HARTFORD, tutat, 
Shanghai 00s cae cns ces — 36 — 3 
Hongkong  ......00 —_ 30 — 30 
Vokohama ......... _ 64 -_ 64 

Total _ 130 - 130 


LATEST COMMERCIAL. 


—— 
IMPORTS. 


Dulness reigns supreme, especially in Yarn and 
Fancies move a little; but Woollens 


COTTON PIECK GOODS. 


PER Placa. 
Urey Shistings—84M, 38) yds. syinches $2.40 to 2.80 
ae Shictinga—glb, 38h yds. aginches 2.70 to 3.25 
I. Cloth th, 24 yards, 32inches ....., 1.70 to 2.00 
Indigo Shirtings—12 yards, qqinches,. 8.90 to 2.40 
‘Printsa—Assorted,24 yards, 3oinches,, 200 to 3.75 

Cotton—lItalians and Satteens Ulacte, PRK YAKD. 
$2 TAChES 0. ce ceeceeeee cee seeeseeeecer eee 0.16 00 0.22 


PER PIBCR, 


Velveta—Dilack, 35 yards, azinches ... 8.00 to 40,00 


Victoria Lawns, 12 yards, 42-3inches,. 0.75 t® 0.90 
lurkeyReds—z.0to 2.4h, 24/25 yards, 

GOUNCHES vccscccevees cacseceseerserereree BOSCO 8.65 
Turkey Reds—2.8 to 3th, 24/25 yards, z 

JO INCHES w..ccsseeceecseerrerreererrersens UTA 8,90 FO 
luckey Reds—3.8 to 4th, 24/25 yards, 3. 

32 INCHES cccercccssrcessecesseteseeteeee lO tO 2.5015 
Vuckey Reds—4.8 to 5%, 24/25 yards, ae 

B21 CHES woe cccceeseecessseeeeeree ceseeee 2-7OLO 3.90 

WOOLLMENS., PER VAUD, 
Flannel..... javgotcas one pte cecvdscceerssecccsess S040 tu 0.476 
Nalian Cloth, 40 yards, 32 inches hest 0.35 to o.4! 
-}ltalian Cloth, 40 yatuds, 32 inches 

Medium chatebcederdceadcsenrsesean. “O90 C0 0.32) 
Italian Cloth, jo yards, 32 inches 

Common ececccccecsccenecee eee ceeseeess 0.25 10 0.274 
Mousseline do l.aine—Crape, 24 yarsta, 

UL INCHES... ce cee cee eee eee cee cee cteeeeese 0.65 (0 0.22 
Cloths—Pilota, 5; @ sSinches ......... 0.45 00.50 
Clotha—-Presidents, 54 @ 5Ginches ... 0.60 to 0.45 
Clotha—Union, 54 @ $6 inches ......... 0.49 to 0.70 
Rlauketa—Scarlet and Green, 3 to 5th, 

per f sei nieipesr siecle scincis O.00. 16 6.75 

COTTON VARS. PER PICUL. 
as. 16,24, Singles .v.csseessesesseee $35°50 tO 37.50 
Nos, 28/32, Singles ....s:sssersseens $9,000 40.50 
Nos. 38/42, Singles ..s.cssscessersereseees 44.00 tO 45.00 
Nos. 32, Doubles ..cssecesssssssseoeserssaee 44-00 €0 45.00 
Nos. 42, Doubles ....ccscssccccesereceeese 97-50 tO 49.50 
N08. 2/60, Plait..cccccsscccsesssscsecesessere 66.00 to 69 00 
Nos. 2/80, Plait....cccsssesssecesseessseseces 83.00 t0 85.00 


Nos. 2/100, Plain ....sccseccereeeeess »« 105.00 to 108.00 
Nos. 2/60, Gassed ...csssssecseseseserssrere 76.00 fo 81.00 
Nog. 2:80, Gassed.......ce.s.seecee arene te 92.00 to 97-00 
Nos. 2/100, Gassed TUTTETTRTIRTTRTC ETE OT ee 1§.00 to 135.00 


MILTALS. 


Dall all round. Iron—Buyers have apparently 
overloaded themselves with contracts ‘to arrive,” 


‘land although “spot” sellers are inclined to take 


less money they cannot move their goods. At the 
moment, quotations must be considered nominal. 
PER PICUL. 
cones $3.40 LO 3.45 
3-45 to 3.50 
3.40 to 3.50 
3.55 to 3.75 
4.60 to 4.80 


lat Wars, § iach... eee 
Plat Bars, Q icle... sce cee csesee see cee nee soe cee 
Round and square wp to 2 inch vce 
Iron Plates, msBOrled .. ssc sess ecses coe ces 
Sheet Trott sccssssccceccee cer censescae see cue ves 
Galvanized Tron sheets ...sccersssceesssses 9.0 

Wire Nails, assorted ...ccccsseeeenns 5-50 tO 5.60 
Vin Plates, pet DOK wessssccsnsssesseans 5 

Pigg Tram, ONO. § wcccccseesseccsccnsacsesceoeee OF 


IKIEROSIENE. 


More arrivals and but few sales. But the out- 
look is brighter, and there is a prospect of further 
demand ere long. Quotations unchanged. 
AMENiCAM vccceesse cee ceecnesee son censeeereseeces $2.95 10 2.25 
RUSSIAN ...ccccce cesses cnecsscsscescaeenssststsens 2690 £0 2.224 
Langkat ......ccscsscsecsecesceeererar eee ev cenene —_ 


SUGAR. 


Browns—Small business and feeble market. In 


.| China sorts weak holders have lowered their prices 


and made a few insignificant sales. Formosa and 
Manila—Nominal with nothing doing, White 
Refined=Better tone and more inclination for 
business. : 
PER PICUL, 
weve Nom. $4.15 to 4.20 
N §.co to §.10 
3.80 to 4.00 
3.50 to 4.50 
6.80 to 7.00 
6,90 to 9-30 


Brown Takao ber eee eee eee cas cee 
Brown Manila .....ccceccscsscersencee INOM, 
Brown Daitong (New) cccccssreereteereeers 
Brown Canton ....c..s.ccscceree cessor ccecnecee 
White Java and Penang cecrecsoen 


White Refined TIRTIRIIR Re ae i 
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EXPORTS. 
RAW SILK. 


Next to nothing doing. Holders have stopped 
offering their old staple. New Crop—Small 
parcels arrive daily and a parcel or two of Fila- 
tures reported sold at $730, but not enough to 
make a matket. We withdraw all quotations, it 
being between seasons. 

QUOTATIONS. 


Filatures—Uxtra g'tt, 10/t2 dein, sec cee cee 
Filatuces—Extra 13/15, 14/16 den...Nom. 
Filatures—=-No. 0, 10/04 demiers... cc ccc cee cee 
Filatures—No. 2, 03/05, tg/16 dem... 
Filatures—No. 14, tof/ig deniers .........08 
Filatures—-No, 64, 19/16, sg/igden. . 
Filatuces—No, 2, 10/15 deniers... .cccscceees 
Filatures—lo, 2, 14/18 deniers rise 
Re-reels—-No, 1, 63/15, 1g/t4slem, oo... 
Re-reels—No. ‘i, 14/16, r4/t7 den, Nom. 


Re-reels—No. 2, 14/18 aenieis.,.... om. 
Re-reels—No, 24, t4/1% deniers ... Nom. 
Re-reels—No. 4, 14/20 deniers,,.... Nom 
Malia a peel ssiiace seesdsvse isd nig eevessiwe 


Kakedas—No.1 . oo ses esnsas soe see ebease nes 
Mle Sees U8 kd sis sce. asesecsee seecen ccntan ies 
RORORRR OLE G SD  dgvestseriac dn avcsasaniadeeines 
POOR STD, BY nnccccxeestsne doshas tees. souls 
WASTE SILK. 

A small daily business in old fibre at current 
rates. Market generally unchanged and stock re- 
duced to about 4,000 piculs. 

QUOTATIONS, 

Noshi—Filatuce, Best ............... 


sb to 110 


Noshi—Filature, Good ............ 100 to 105 
NoshimOshu, West.. ......ccececceecsrceseneene FIO tO 19S 
Noshi—Oshu, Good wc... ccceeeeeeeesseree eee 105 tO 480 
Noshi—Oshu, Medium ...... 00. .cessecseeneeee 200 CO 105 
Noshi—Shinshu, Best... 0.0.0. 2. ccct ec eee coe — 

Noshi—Shinshu, Good .. 0... ee ee 65) LO 65 
Noshi—Busliu, West ..........0. cece eeeeeeese 105 tO 110 
NoshimHushu, Good oo... cee ceeeeeveeeee O95 10 100 


Noshi—Bushu, Medio... ..........cccceeeeee QO to 
Noshi—Joshu, Good .,........0..cesecceeeerene 60 tO 65 
Nashinse agit, Bahl jscsssscssssssvveasane Sh 8 ! 
KihisomFilature, est ....:cccccsecseseeseeeee 85 to QO 
KibisomFilature, Secoods ..........4..4.- 75 to 80 


TEA, 
A moderate trade, chiefly in Medium and Fine, 
Our quotations are still for first crop; although 
second pickings are now coming in freely. Settle- 
ments for the season to date still lag behind last 
year to the tune of 30,000 piculs. Stock on the 
market, 10,000 piculs. 
QUOTATIONS. 


CORE cis cckcsoass tis as ca svetstnsnect » O08 to $30 
CHOICE 2... 000 s0ccee see cee 00 soe coe sevens vos son eeeecs 26 to 27 
Finest . eee 23 to 24 
Fine .. eve cab danaeeded 20 to 22 
Good MEMO Giahockanniednae WO 19 
DESIG ccrststinaqeinsadess antcasnctnsinies. EF to 68 
Good fa REE IN TNC L CUNO 15 to 16 
COTMRIR. 00: casccsccessvcccccececcnccsssecccccocsscese IG tO 04 


EXCHANGE. 

Silver has risen, but exchange remaids firm at 
quotations. 

Sterling—Bank T.T.  ,.csceccesevere 2/28 

Bills on demand,,, 2/28 

4 months’ sight ,.. 2/22toi4 
Private 4 months’ sight... 
6 months’ sight... 

On Paris—Bank sight .......00eseeee 

On Lyons—Private 4 months’ sight 

On Hongkong—Bank sight.........$to2°/, d 
Private 10 days’ sight.1} to 12 of d. 
On Shanghai—Bank sight ............ 72% 
Private 10 days’ sight... 73% 
On India—Bank sight ...........es0006. 188 
Private 30 days’ sight...... 190 
‘On America—Bank Bills on demand.. 54 
Private 4 months’ sight 56 
On Germany—Bank sight ............2.25 to6 
Private 4 months’ sightz.30to4 
Bar Silver (London) 0... 00s sec ccccseces 31ye_ 


BISSET & URE’S SHARE REPORT, 


Yokohama, June 26th, 
Hongkong mail advices dated the 17th instant 
report the following further changes in the share 
market since the 13th instant :— 
33th June. e7th June. 
H. & S. Banks ...,.,186°/, Buyers. oF ie Sellers. 


Union Insurance ,,..$227.50Sa. $2308 
North Chinas,........TIs. 200 S, Tis. 198 N. 
Vangtsze Insurance. $147.50 Sa. $130 N. 


Hongkong Fires ...$335 5. $337.50 Sa. 
China Fires..... veeeees$95 B. $97 S. 


H.C. & M. Steam- 


boats......seesepseeee$34 Be $34.25 S. 
China & Manilas . Ser. 50 Sa. $72 B. 
Douglas Steamships $64 B. $63 Sa, 
China Sugars .........$115 N. $114 S. 
Luzon Sugars,,....+..966 B. $69 S. 


Punjom Mines Pre- 


ference ....0000000000.83-QO SM. $3.70 Sa. 
New Balmotals ......$3.25 Sa. $315 S. 
Raub Mines .......6 $5.25 N. $5 50 S. 
H. & W. Docks...... 184°/, S. 183°/, S 
H. & K. Wharfs,.....853 B $54 S. 
Hongkong Lands ... $71.50 Sa $72 B. 
Kowloon Lands ...... $19 5S. $18.50 B. 
Hongkong Hotels ...$35 Sa. $29 S. 
Green Islands..,......$17.25 S $17.50 B. 
A. S. Watsons,...6006.812.50 S. $12.25 Sa. 
H. G. Browns,,.,.....$5.25 B. $5.50 B. 
Gevo. Fenwick ,,.... $27.50 Sa. $28 B. 


Forward clearances consist of H. & S. Banks at 
195 per cent, and 196 per cent. for August, 197 
and 198 per cent. for September; Indo-Chinas at 
$67/68 for September ; Douglasses $67 for Sep- 
tember; China Sugars $120 for October; and 
Hongkong Ropes at $130 for October. 

It is reported that wegotiations towards the 
amalgamation of the H. & K. Wharf Co, and the 
Wanchai Warehouse, or the lease of the latter 
Company’s properties and business to the former 
for a period of 5 to 10 years, have not been favour- 








ably countenanced by the Directors of the Wharf 
Co, Already two meetings have been held, but 
no decision has been airived at, owing to differ 
ence in opinion between the Directors on several 
other minor points besides certain digapproval of 
the period of the lease. 

We extract the following from the Hongkong 
Daily Press of the 18th inst.:—* The Government 
of Pahang have granted the application of the 
Raub Co. to use the waters of the Simpan River, 
Ulu Pahang, for the purposes of electric installa- 
tion. A telegram from Raub dated Sth instant 
states :—* Rough cleaning-up of battery yielded 
1,500 oz, amalgam, estimated quantity of stone 
crushed being 1,450 tons. Bukit Komaw struck 
reef in west cross-cut from lowest level, car fying 
gold, four feet wide; not yet through the reel” The 
above figures give about 500 ounces of smelted 
gold from 1,450 tons of stone.’ 

Local stocks 1emain unchanged. Breweries,— 
An offer of shares might lead to business. Grand 
Hotels might be placed at a trifle over $155. 
Langfeldts are for sale at $185, whilst Club Hotels 
are enquired for at $65. 
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DYLE ET BACALAN 


Capital : £ 300,000 
lead Office: 45, Avenue Matignon, Paris 
WORKS IN EUROPE: 


at Bordeaux (BACALAN), France 
at Louvain (DYLE), Belgium 


and “Tramways, Plant a] Rolling Stock, Garriages and Waggons, Wheels, Wheels 
es combined, Permanent Bridges for Railways, Permanent and portables (démon- 
es for Roads, Girders and metallic Frames, Steam Launches and Steamboats, 





“Disfigured For Life” 


Is the despairing cry of thousands 


afflicted with 
Unsightly skin diseases. 


Do you realize what this disfiguration . 


means to sensitive souls? 
It means isolation, seclusion. 


It is a bar to social and business success. 
Do you wonder that despair seizes upon 


these sufferers when 
Doctors fail, 
Standard remedies fail, 


And nostrums prove worse than useless ? 
Skin diseases are most obstinate to cure 


or even relieve. 


It is easy to claim to cure them, but 
quite another thing to do so, 


CUTICURA REMEDIES 


Have earned the right to be called Skin 


Specifics — 


Because for years they have met with 


most remarkable success. 


There are cases that they cannot cure, 


but they are few indeed. 


It is no long-drawn-out, expensive ex- 


periment, 
25c. invested in a tablet of 
CUTICURA SOAP 
Will prove most convincing. 
In short, 


CUTICURA WORKS WONDERS 
And its cures are simply marvellous, , 


Sprepy CurE TREATMENT. — Warm baths with 
CoTicuna Soap, gentle he frome of CuTICURA /oint- 
of CuricuRA RESOLVENT 


ment), followed by mild 
(the new blood purifier). 


Sold throughout the world. British 
Sons, 1, King ward-st., London, E. C, 
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NOT “MADE IN GERMANY ”! 
INS 
<¥'!NSo,, 
~~. THE FINEST 
ENGLISH MAKE. 


EAU DE COLOGNE. 


More Fragrant; More Lasting; and 
very much More Refreshing 
than the German kinds, 
use ATKINSON'S onxy. 
AND BEWARE OF IMITATIONS. 


Only genuine with Shield-shape Blue and Yellow 
Label and usual “ Wuirs Rosg’’ Trade Mark. Of 
all Dealers & of the Manufatturers— 

J. & E. ATKINSON, 24, Old Bond St., London. 


Matheson & Grant, 


13, Walbrook, 
London, England. 








Railway & Tramway Material. 
Machinery. 
Iron & Steel Bridges & Roofs. 
Electric Lighting. 
Engines, Boilers, Tools, &c. 





Indents of all kinds executed, 
Al and ABC Codes. 








Telegraphic Address; “‘Brookgrant, London.” 


THE GREATEST WONDERS OF MODERN TIME 


HOLLOWAY’S PILLS. 


peer suffering from weak or debilitated 

constitutions will discover that by the use 
of this wonderful medicine there is ‘‘ Health 
for all.” The blood is the fountain of life, and its 
purity can be maintained by the use of these Pills. 


Sir Samvep Baker, in his work entitled "‘ The Nile Tribu- 
taries in Abyssinia,” says—*‘ I ordered the dragoman Mahomet 
to inform the Fakir that | was a Doctor, and I had the best 
medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis. In 1 
short time I had many a licants, to whom I served out & 
quantity of Holloway’s Pills. These are most useful to an ex- 
plorer, as, possessing unmistakable purgative properties, they 
create an undeniable effect upon the patient, which satisfies 
them of their value,”’ 


SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN. 
HOLLOWAY’S OINTMENT 


Isacertain emedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and u!>vrations 
ofallkinds. It acts miraculously i in healing ulcerations, curing 
— iseases, and in arresting and subduing all inflammations, 

- T. Cooper, in his account of his extraordinary travels 
in China, published in ae says—‘'I had with me a quantity of 
Holloway’s Ointment, A me some to the people, and nothing 
could exceed their gratitude; and, in consequence, milk, fowls, 
butter, and horse feed poured in upon us, until at last a tea, 
spoonful of Ointment was worth a fowl and any quantity of peas- 
and the demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up 
the small remaining ‘‘¢tock,’ 

ae by all Chemists and Medicine Vendors the throughout 


THE PROCEEDINGS 


IMPERIAL JAPANESE DIET 


IN Book Form, 


HE “ Proceedings” include EP!ITO\M!SED 
DEBATES, Translations of the Biils dis- 
cussed, Budgets, Speeches of the Ministers of 
State in fnil, Questions put and the answers of 
the Government, and the Legislative Work of 


the Session 
PRICE & 


To be obtained atthe Office of ' , 
Marl, No. 5t, Main Street, <i 


May 16th, 1896. 
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ILKMATT) 


CONDENSED MILK 


ase The “Milkmaid” Brand is guaranteed to 
———— contain all the cream of the original milk. 
fMDENSED In the process of manufacture nothing but 
: |] water is removed, nothing but the best 
refined sugar added. 

Avoid low-priced brands from which the 
cream has been abstracted, and ask for 
the ‘“‘ Milkmaid” Brand, the best for all 
purposes, 














[eemee| The Physician’s Cure 
a) tor Gout, Rheumatic 
Gout and Gravel; the 
e| Safest and most gentle 
“| Medicine for Infants, 
Children, Delicate Fe- 
males, and the Sict> 
ness of Pregnancy. 





The Universal Remedy ! for Acidity of the picinaeh, 
Headache, Heartburn, Indigestion, Sour Eructations, 
Bilious Affections. 
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Sold Throughout the World. : 





A MAGNESIA 


A ‘sollinaris 


‘THE QUEEN OF TABLE WATERS.” 


“More wholesome _ than 


aerated water which Art can supply.” 
THE TIMES. 


any 


SOLE AGENTS: 
BUTTHREIHID & SWIiRHB, 
YOKOHAMA. 
ae tet 


Hd AK 













And see that each Jar bears Justus von Lichig’s uKY PEs RAY 
Signature in Blue Ink across the Label. i 4) 
14) KO WH , (Lom SY) 
a 
FINEST AND CHEAPEST 

e MEAT-FLAVOURING 

STOCK FOR SOUPS, 
MADE DISHES AND SAUCES. 


Invaluable as an Efficient 
Tonic in all cases of 
Weakness. @ 
Keeps good in the hottest 
Climates, and for any 
To be had of all Storekeepers and Dealers. length of time. 


The Company’s NEW COOKERY BOOK sent free on application to 


LJEBIG'S EXTRACT OF MEAT CO., Ltd., 9, Fenchurch Avenue, London, England. 


Cookery Books on Application to Office of this Paper. 
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